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Gl^AND LiODGE OP ILLINOIS.

I, Loyal Levi Munn, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of

the State of Jllinois, Free and Accepted Masons, do hereby certify

that the following pages contain a true and faithful trnnscript of the

proceedings of said Grand Body at its Forty-eighth Grand Annual

Communication, commencing at the city of Chicago on Tuesday,

the fourth day of October, A. L. 55S7, and terminating on Thurs-

day, the sixth day of said month, together with other matters au-

thorized to be published.

In Testimony Whereof, I

have hereunto appended my offi-

cial signature and have affixed the

seal of the Grand Lodge of the

State of Illinois, Free and Ac-

cepted Masons.

Done at the office of the Grand

Secretary, in the city of Freeport,

the 22nd day of October, in the

Year of Light Five Thousand

Eight Hundred and EiCThtv-se\en.
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Grand Secretary





^'^'VBRSr



^:z^:

'1 33r

Ir.-.MMSUTor Crlim.l 1 ,( .( 1 < >V A.. T. MIU 1 A . M . Uiul P.-. ( ;.-. ( \llU.-. l^l Iv. T. I if IIUUOIS .



MEMORIAL PKOCBEDINGS

OF THE

_L JL. I XX » \_yi _L

H

OF THE

STRTE OF ILLINOIS

F. & R. MffiSONS.

FUNERAL OBSEOUIES

OF

M. W. Theodore Tuthill Gurney,

November 11th, 1886.





MEMORmi PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

-^M. ¥. GRRND LODGE OF ILLINOIS^

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.

FUNERAL OBSEQUIES
OF

M. W. THEODORE TUTHILL GURNEY.

An Emergent Communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the

State of Illinois, Free and Accepted Masons, was convened in the West Side

Masonic Temple, at Chicago, on Tuesday, the nth day of November, A. U. 1886,

A. L. 5886, at twelve o'clock.

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT.

M. W. Alexander T. Darrah, Grand Master.

R. W. William E. Ginther, Deputy Grand Masier,J>ro tciii.

R. W. John M. Pearson, Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. Monroe C. Crawford, Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. Robert L. Tatham, Grand Treasurer, /;'o tcin.

R. W. Loyal L. Munn, Grand Secretary.

R. W. George K. Hazlitt, Grand Chaplain, /;-t) tem.

W. John Erfert, Deputy Grand Secretary,/;-^ teni.

W. Edward L. Cronkrite, Grand Pursuivant

W. F. A. Munsey, Grand Marshal, /;-(? tem.

W. Elias W. Wood, Grand Standard Bearer, /;-£) Ion.

W. George R. McLellan, Grand Sword Bearer, //-<; turn.

W. William K. Forsyth, Senior Grand Deacon, /rt? tem.

W. Thomas S. Mather, Junior Grand Deacon.

W. George W. Hamilton, Grand Steward.

W. John Schofield, Grand Steward.

Bro. Robert R. Stevens, Grand Tyler.
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The M. W. Grand Master o])cnecl the M. VV. Grand Lodge of Illinois in

Ample Form, with prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS.

Brethren of the Grand Lodge :

This is an Emergent Communication, called for the purpose of paying the last

sad tribute of respect to the memory of our dear departed Brother, M. \V. Theodore

T. Gurney. " The silver cord is loosed, and the mourners go about the streets."

How truly it may be said: " In the midst of life we are in death." It is but a few

weeks since the close of the Grand Lodge, yet within this short time two Past Grand

Masters of this Grand Lodge have been called from time to eternity; from labor on

earth to eternal refreshment in the Paradise of God. A few days after the close of

the Grand Lodge, M. W. Bro. Ira A. W. Buck heard the low twelve bell, and was

gathered to his fathers.

" Whither, ah ! thither,

Into the silent land."

M. W. Bro. Buck served as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Illinois three

successive terms. He was a faithful, zealous Mason, conscientiously doing his whole

duty, and that without reward, save the reward that comes from a consciousness of a

life of usefulness and duty well and faithfully performed.

It was not my good fortune to be intimately acquainted with Brother Buck. I

knew him, and admired his fine ability as a presiding officer. I have heard him

referred to as the ideal in this particular. His work is done; may he rest in peace.

Scarcely had the funeral bells ceased tolling over the loss of Brother Buck,

when we were again startled by the announcement that M. W. Bro. Gurney had

passed away. It is true that this was not entirely unexpected; some three months

since Brother Gurney, while in the prime of manhood, was stricken with paralysis,

and for weeks his life was despaired of, and no one thought it possible that he

could recover; yet there came an improvement, and at a time when it began to

seem possible for him to partially recover, he had a second attack, and survived but

a few days.

During his affliction I called upon him, and found him resigned, but full of

courage and determination. He had ro fears for the future, and expressed his faith

as follows :
" I am not afraid to die. He that doeth all things well will take care of

me." His faith in the merits of the Lion of the tribe of Judah was firmly fixed,

and by the benefit of the pass, of a pure and blameless life, he has doubtless gained

ready admission into the celestial lodge, where the Supreme Architect of the Uni-

verse presides. The loss we have sustained is irreparable. There was but one

Brother Gurney.
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No one stood higher in the estimation of the Craft than he. No one enjoyed

the confidence, respect and esteem of his brethren to a greater degree. He was

honest, conscientious, upright, a true and faithful brother. The proud position the

Grand Lodge of Illinois sustains to day among the Grand Lodges of the world, is as

much due to the faithful and intelligent service and labors of Brother Gurney as to

that of any other brother. No one has labored more earnestly and zealously in the

interests of the Craft. No one is entitled to a greater reward.

His loss is not ours alone. The loss is to the Craft generally. Wherever

Masons are found, there a loss has been sustained. The church has lost a zealous

supporter, an indefatigable worker; the State a quiet, peaceable, order loving citizen;

society one of its brightest ornaments ; the grief-stricken widow a kind and loving

husband ; the children an indulgent and warm hearted father ; the sister a dearly

beloved brother, and a proud city one of its most efficient and faithful officers.

Brethren, let us humbly bow in submission to the will of Him who noteth the spar-

row's fall, and who will iold His arms of love and compassion around those who
put their trust in Plim.

To-day, as we drop the acacia over the remains of our dear departed brother as

an emblem of our faith in the resurrection of the body and the immortality of the

soul, let us remember that we too will soon be whelmed mid death's awful waves

;

that with the next swing of the all-devouring scythe of time we may be launched

into eternity. Let us so improve the present moment that when the Grand Warden
of Heaven calls for us we may be found ready.

The Grand Master announced that he would appoint M. W. Bros. DeWitt C.

Cregier, Joseph Robbins and Daniel M. Browning as a special committee on obit-

uaries, that proper expression might be given with reference to the great loss

sustained by this Grand Lodge in the deaths of M. W. Bros. Ira A. W. Buck and

Theodore Tuthill Gurney.

The Grand Master directed the Grand Marshal to form the Grand Lodge in

procession, which being done, they proceeded to the main hall, where Cleveland

Lodge, No. 211, A. F. and A. M., was opened on the third degree of Masonry.

Upon the arrival of the Grand Lodge, the officers of Cleveland Lodge vacated their

stations and places, which were assumed by the officers of the Grand Lodge, when
the Worshipful Master of Cleveland Lodge, of which our deceased brother was a

member, most cordially invited the M. W. Grand Master to take charge of and con-

duct the funeral ceremonies of M. W. Theodore T. Gurney, the distinguished

citizen and eminent Freemason. The procession was formed under the direction of

the Grand Marshal, and was joined by memliers of nearly every lodge, and other

bodies of Masons, in the city.

Cleveland Lodge, with the active and honorary pall bearers, proceeded to the

deceased brother's home, and conveyed the remains to the First Congregationaj

Church, in the City of Chicago, where the services were conducted by the pastor>
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Rev. E. P. Goodwin, assisted l)y Rev. Dr. Williams. Both gentlemen paid high

tribnte to the moral worth and Christian character of the deceased.

The great edifice was crowded, the large audience including the officers of the

Grand Lodge of the State, a large number of Masons from the various Masonic

Bodias of which deceasied was a member, also city officers, prominent citizens,

friends and relatives.

The floral tributes surrounding the casket were profuse and elegant in design.

They were contributed by the various Masonic Bodies, and by several of the depart-

ments of the City Government. A number of pieces were wrought in emblems of

the Craft. Those from the city offices were composed of a closed ledger, resting

upon a pillow of roses, surmounted by a cross and crown. ( )n the crown, in purple

immortelles, was the legend, " //is Accouttts Closed''' Another design was an open

book, surmounted by a crown ; on the base of the book were inscribed the words

" Etertteil Peace,'' and on the crown the word " Won." Between the leaves of the

book was a satin ribbon, bearing an inscription. There were a number of other

designs, all beautiful and appropriate.

At the conclusion of the church services the procession formed on Wash-

ington Boulevard, headed by a platoon of fifty members of the police force, and a

platoon of fifty members of the fire department, under command of officers of those

departments. Next came Oriental Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite

Masons, as an escort to Apollo Commandery, No. i. Knights Templar, and St. Ber-

nard Commandery, No. 35, Knights Templar. All these bodies were in full

uniform, in the ranks of which were representatives from Commanderies at Mil-

waukee, Wis.; Jacksonville, 111.; Clinton, Iowa; Detroit, Mich.; Peoria, 111.;

Toledo, Ohio; and Joliet, 111. Following came Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, F. and

A. M., with representatives from nearly every lodge in the city and near vicinity;

also Washington Chapter, No. 43, Royal Arch Masons. Of the bodies named

Brother Gurney, during life, was for many years a member of Cleveland Lodge,

Washington Chapter, Apollo Commandery and Oriental Consistory. Following the

Masonic division came a long line of carriages, containing relatives, city officials

and friends. At the request of the family of Brother Gurney there was no music ot

any kind, except a male quartette, either at the church or grave.

TALL BEARERS.

Brethren.-^\\ox\. Carter H. Harrison, DeWitt C. Cregier, Gen. John C. Smith,

Hon. Wiley M. Egan, John O'Neill and John McLaren.

Apollo Commandery.—Eugene B. Myers, Walter A. Stevens, William H.

Turner, Henry S. Tiffany, Henry C. Ranney, Amos Grannis, Norman T. Cassette

and Oscar W. Barrett.

Oriental Consistory.—Thomas H. Currier, A. S. Ross, J. H. Thompson, James

B. Bradwell, C. R. Matson and A. B. Russ.
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The procession moved west on Washington Boulevard to Ashland Avenue,

thence north to Kinzie Street, where a special train on the C. & N. W. Railroad

was in waiting. The day was well advanced upon reaching Rose Hill Cemetery.

The remains of the deceased brother were temporarily placed in the receiving vault,

at the portals of which, and in the presence of a large concourse of people, the

usual Masonic services and ceremonies were performed, M. W. A. T. Darrah, Grand

Master, officiating, assisted by the Grand Officers, W. Brother T. G. Morris, Master

of Cleveland Lodge, with its oflicers and members, and the Craft generally.

Upon conclusion of the services, Past Grand Master DeWitt C. Cregier spoke

as follows:

Friends and Brethren :

Deeply impressed with the solemnity of the occasion, I feel that I cannot let

the moment pass without saying a few words expressive of my deep regret and pro-

found sorrow at the loss of my dear old friend and brother, whose remains lie before

us in the cold embrace of death.

To me our lamented brother was far more than a mere acquaintance ; he was

bound to me not only by the ties of true fraternity, but by those additional ties

peculiar to long and sincere friendship. He was one whom I had known intimately

for more than a quarter of a century, and during all those years my feeling of love

and respect for his sterling character grew in warmth and attachment with time. I

knew him in the domestic circle, in public station and within the charmed realm of

the grand old Institution, whose members come to-day in great numbers to honor his

memory—and everywhere, and at all times, his Christian character, his spotless in-

tegrity, and his inflexible devotion to Freemasonry, have shone conspicuously.

The integrity of Theodore T. Gurney was not of the conventional kind ; his

honesty of purpose, Grand Master and friends, was not based on mere policy, but

was a natural attribute of the man. All his efforts were directed toward benefiting

his fellow-man, and in his daily walk he sought to exemplify the best inspiration of

a pure and upright life. No wonder that our brother has left so fair and untarnished

a record of manhood. No wonder such a life should be woven into all his earthly

labors. No wonder that the world is the better because Brother Gurney lived.

I shall remember our departed brother for his nobility of character, for his true

friendship, for the ability displayed in the varied and responsible trusts, civil and

Masonic, committed to his care, and for his faithfulness to his honest convictions.

And now. Grand Master, the sun is fast sinking behind yonder western hills,

the day is passing, and darksome night is near at hand. The mortal remains of our

brother are about to pass from sight forever. So farewell, good man, true friend,

loved and loving Brother Gurney; may this green acacia be as fragrant on thy grave

as it is hallowed in our thoughts, and may thy example and teachings prove a legacy

to the living. Farewell.
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REMARKS OF MAYOR CARTER H. HARRISON.

Mas/ Worshipful Grand Master—Brothers :

In a few minutes the grave will be closed, and our friend and brother will

have gone from us forever. His mortal part will be gone, but his spirit will live

with us, and his memory will be ever fresh and green, as are those sprigs we have

now so reverently laid upon his bier. He was our brother. He was my friend.

For seven and a quarter years we were as intimate as it was possible for two honor-

able men to be. For among such there are always certain reserves, I may say,

perhaps, sacred reserve, which the closest friendships never uncover. During those

seven years there was perhaps but one who was more intimate with Theodore T.

Gurney than I. She is yonder, in the habiliments of woe—a woe which neither you

nor I can fathom. The wife of his bosom, she went closer to the innermost thoughts

of this dead good man than I. But I knew him, and fathomed him to the bottom.

I had faith in him, and trusted him. He had faith in me, and trusted me. That

faith and trust uncovered him, and laid bare a man honest, faithful and true. His

honor was as dear to him as was his soul. His fidelity to his trusts was as true and

tenacious as were his very life strings. He could not do a thing which he felt was

a breach of trust.

As the financial officer of the great city of Chicago, his highest pleasure, as his

plainest duty, was to serve her. How often have I had him come to my room, and,

with exultation, tell me how he had just saved the city some sum of money, or had

been able to protect some of her rights; and how his eyes would flash when telling

of some attempted raid upon her financial credit which he had been able to thwart.

Brethren, our brother never for one moment forgot the solemn obligations taken

when kneeling before yonder altar. Those obligations had been entered upon by

him as sacred, undying pledges. He never lost sight of them. His eyes were ever

turned toward the east, for thence he knew the light was coming, and there, resting

upon him, was the All-seeing Eye. He was too true to himself to do an unmanly

act ; too true to his God to do an impure one ; too true to our Craft to do an unjust

or ungenerous one.

When the fell blow came which struck him to the earth, I .shuddered and felt

that, as Chicago's mayor, I had lost my staunchest prop and staff. In all of my
endeavors to place the city we both so much loved upon a firm financial footing, he

was ever by my side, ready to counsel with me, and to carry into execution my
plans. Our offices were adjoining, and our consultations daily, almost hourly.

When I had to appoint his successor, I exacted that he should do as his predecessor

had done. He promised, and I was at ease.

Brothers, Theodore T. Gurney walked in no devious paths. The footprints he

has left in the sands of time are plainly marked, and are always pointing to the

higher, to the better. Let us, his brothers, so tread that we may attain to his stride,
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and place our feet squarely in his tracks. For thus we too will mark onward and

upward. His were regulation steps, prescribed by our first Grand Master, and they

all tended toward the east—toward the only true goal. It is yonder, up yonder,

through the beautiful pillars, and over the keystone, where sits in eternal majesty the

one Supreme Grand Master.

Theodore T. Gurney, my brother, my friend, the pure white sheepskin lies upon

your stilled heart ; the green sprigs have been laid by loving hands upon your cold

breast; the jaws of the silent tomb have yawned to receive you. Its heavy portals

are about to close upon you forever. They are closing! They are closing! Good

bye ! Good bye !

REMARKS OF LOYAL L. MUNN, GRAND SECRETARY.

M. W. Grand Master :

No citizen within the limits of this metropolitan city had so completely won the

confidence and esteem of his fellow citizens as Tlieodore T. Gurney. Integrity,

sagacity and generosity were so richly blended and developed in him, that all those

who came in contact with him could but respect his integrity, admire his sagacity,

and love his generositv. No one who knew him ever doubted his honesty or ques-

tioned his purity.

As a Mason, no brother within the limits of Illinois filled so large a place in

the hearts of his brethren. His name was a household word, known through the

length and breadth of the State. They respected him for his intellectual attain-

ments, and loved him for the purity of his life and his kind and generous words.

And our beloved brother was so broad, towered so high, filled so large a place, wove

the teachings of Freemasonry so lovingly into his daily life, and gave such beautiful

expressions to them in his voluminous Masonic writings, that he belonged not to the

City of Chicago, nor to the State of Illinois, but to the whole Masonic Craft; and

wherever English-speaking Masons assemble, there will the name of our brother be

lovingly cherished, and his death lamented.

But I must not detain you, for the sun is already low in the west. I will merely

add, that just as I was leaving home for the purpose of assisting in these last sad

rites, I received a letter from an eminent Masonic writer, Bro. F. W. Baxter, of

Vermont, in which he says: "In the death of beloved Bro. Gurney, although not

having a personal acquaintance with him, I have learned to regard him with feelings

akin to love, from his many and manly defenses of true Masonry. As a writer, he

had but few equals; as a sound reasoner, none; and I do not hesitate to say that

' he built better than he knew;' that his works have left their mark that will not be

obliterated, and his many truths will not lose their force by his death. Yet death

must be the lot of us all, and Theodore T. Gurney leaves a name behind that

his brethren will ever respect and honor. He was not of Illinois, but of the whole

Masonic world, and as such we honor and respect his name, and with heartfelt grati-

tude bless him for his good deeds."
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REMARKS OK JOHN M. PEARSON, SENIOR GRAND WARDEN.

Af. IV. Grand Master, Brethren and Friends:

Gladly, though sadly, have we listened to the kind words and true words that

have been spoken today concerning our departed companion. Faithful has he been

found in the discharge of his duty to the city where he lived, to our own Order, and

to the Christian church.

I have thought, while standing here, what would be the word for us, could only

a living tongue speak from those cold lips. I should fail if I should try to say for

him what he might say to us. The lesson of his life is before us, and the remem-

brance of that life will be a guide and incentive to us, until we too are called to

pass through the dark valley.

Some of you will remember the loving memorial words spoken by him of

one well known to us, who, almost two years ago, obeyed the final summons. Let

me call to your minds one sentence of his, as expressive of our thought for him :

" Men live; men die. When removed from earth they leave a heritage planted in

the memory and acts of the living that will expand as generation succeeds genera-

tion, the wave of influence only finding repose when time shall have been incorpor-

ated into the vast, mysterious empire of eternity.

" It is not long, companions, till we may meet him again ; not long before many

a noble manhood, now radiant with the sequences of a true fraternal life, shall stand

with him within the courts of the spiritual building on high, thanking the Father for

an institution that has led to His presence in life, and to the great rewards of the

future." So, as he said of another, may we say of him.

REMARKS OF LIEUT.-GOVERNOR JOHN C. SMITH.

M. IV. Grand Master, Brethren and Friends

:

Having performed the last ceremonies, and paid the last tribute which the living

may pay the dead, we are now about to separate and go forth to our usual vocations.

For one, I feel that I could not depart from this sad spot without adding my testi-

mony to the worth of our deceased brother.

Theodore Tuthill Gurney was my friend. I had known him long, and I may

be pardoned ior saying intimately, and I do know that I am the better man for

having enjoyed his friendship. He was the friend of every honest and worthy per-

son. Generous to a fault, he was ever ready to aid with his counsel and his purse.

Our friend was an honest man. He had been tried in places of responsibility

and great trust, as the Comptroller of the imperial city of Chicago; he was never
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found wanting, but, standing at the door of the treasury, he had, by his honesty of

purpose and his untlinching integrity, added much to the prosperity of that city.

Brother Gurney will be missed from our gatherings, and particularly from the

annual meetings of our Grand Bodies. As the writer of Masonic Correspondence,

and the reviewer of its laws, our frater had no superior. Ilis writings found their

way into every Masonic body in the land. All Craftsmen will mourn with you his

death, and all join with you to honor his memory.

As a citizen Brother Gurney was respected; as an official he was honored, and

as a Mason he was loved. You and I are the better that he lived. Ancient Craft

Masonry was honored by his membership, and it but remains for each of us to live

as he lived, so that when the final summons comes we may, with our departed

brother, say our work is done, we are free from pain, and with full faith in the

promise of our Heavenly Father we are going "up higher."

REMARKS OF JOHN O'NEILL, PAST GRAND HIGH PRIEST.

Brethren

We are here assembled in the silent home set apart for all living, to pay the last

tribute of respect to our worthy and beloved brother, Theodore T. Gurney. We have

listened to the kindly words from faithful friends, prompted by genuine respect for

his many virtues; his noble qualities as a man, a friend and a Mason; one whose

claily walk and conversation was a practical illustration of the teachings of our sub-

lime art. To him who now lies silent and cold in death, whatever words we may say

are as naught; he neither hears nor comprehends our grief, that to us sad memento

of man's mortality. That inanimate casket, which once contained the great living

principles of him we so dearly loved, so recently full of life and love, as we now are,

should be to us a reminder that we, and the wisest knoweth not how soon, shall

leave the mortal and assume the immortal. Neither is it necessary, my brethren, to

recount his virtues to you, who knew him in life so well, and knowing, appreciated

his worth and merit. It may have been said, in the excess of feeling, that he was

the best of Masons. I say no, but he was one of them. He was one of the pillars,

one of the chief supports of \\ivs, great, glorious and si(blime fraternity.

For more than twenty years there has been scarcely a Masonic gathering of im-

portance within the city of Chicago but Gurney, Cregier and O'Neill were pres-

ent, and in consideration of this fact were frequently alluded to and spoken of as

the Masonic Triangle.

Brethren, the triangle is now broken. Death has broken the bond of unity.

The knell of each departing day hastens the time when the remaining two, and you

also, will meet and greet our departed friend and iDrother beyond life's (lowing

stream, in the great and blessed hereafter, where parting shall be no more; where



12" Funeral Obsequies of

the chills of death can never come; where sickness, sorrow and suflering are never

known. To this reward of a well spent life our lirother has gene before, and by the

faith inspired in the "Great Lii^/ii of Masonry,''' in which we firmly believe, we
shall meet again on that heavenly shore. Until then, dear brother, until then, fare-

well! And in the anguish of worldly separation, my tongue, my aching heart must

vent its pain in the language familiar to us all, alas my brother.

Thus concluded the sad memorial service. The day was raw and unpleasant,

the surroundings solemn and impressive. The remains of our departed and beloved

brother were jilaced in the vault, and the mournful procession turned homeward
with sad hearts.

"And, like some low and mournful spell,

To whisper but one •^oxd.—fareuielI!
"
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I^EIPOIE^T

-HSPECmL COMMITTEE ON OBITUflRIES>-

A prince has fallen in Israel ! Theodore Tuthill Gurney is dead, in what

should have been the prime of his later manhood. Before he had completed his

sixty-sixth year there came the shadow of sweeping wings and the warning stroke

which enforced for the overtaxed brain the rest which had been denied to it. After

months of waiting—months during which watching kindred and friends held their

breath in alternate hope and fear—the pale messenger swept closer still, made the

sign of silence, and our brother slept.

Bro. Gurney was born at Ogdensburgh, N. Y., Sept. 4, 1S20. In 1838 he re-

moved to Michigan, settling at Union City. Later he went to Constantine, in that

State, and there remained until 1S53, when he was appointed by President Pierce to

the office of deputy collector of customs at the port of Sackett's Harbor, N. Y., a

position which he held until 1856. He then removed to Chicago, engaging in the

grain commission business. Here he was an active member of the Board of Trade,

in which body he frequently held responsible positions. In 1879 ^^ was appointed

Comptroller of the city of Chicago, an office which he held until shortly before his

death, and in which he exhibited business qualities and financial ability of such high

order that public opinion very generally pointed to him as eminently fitted for a po-

sition of great responsibility in the financial department of the national government.

In the community he was a model citizen, bearing his full share in the church

and other agencies by which enlightened society seeks to elevate mankind.

Bro. Gurney was made a Mason in Union Lodge, Union City, Mich., Dec. 28,

184S, and from that time until the end of his life, wherever he was domiciled, he

was an active Masonic worker. In April, 1849, ^^ was appointed Master of Siloam

Lodge under dispensation, at Constantine, and remained Master under the charter

until his removal to Sackett's Harbor. Affiliating with Sackett's Harbor Lodge, he
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became its Master about the year 1854. On coming to Chicago he joined Cleveland

Lodge, No. 211, of which, also, he was subsequently Master, and with which he

remained afliliated through life. It was while a warden of Cleveland Lodge that

he first made his appearance in the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

In October, 1875, Grand Master Lounsbury appointed him Committee on Ma-

sonic Correspondence, and thereafter until his death he wrote the reports in that

department, except for the two years (1879 and 1880) which he served the Craft as

Grand Master, he having been elected to that high position from the floor in October,

1878. His training while Committee on Correspondence amply compensated for his

lack of service as Grand Warden, and he came to the Grand East equipped with a

thorough familiarity with all current questions ot Masonic law and usage. Thus

ecjuipped, with executive ability of the first class, and with an admirable temper, his

administration fully answered the high expectations of the Craft. His extreme

conscientiousness, balanced by an equally strong fraternal feeling, led him to investi-

gate with the most patient thoroughness all cases requiring executive interference,

but his untiring activity—born of a real love for his work—enabled him to dispose

of almost ever matter arising during his administration, and in a manner to leave none

of the vexatious questions involved as a legacy of perplexity to his successor.

Few men engaged in active business pursuits have found more time to devote to

Masonry and to Masons than Bro. Gurney. He had a genius for fellowship, and he

so loved the fellowships he formed in Masonry that he multiplied his opportunities

for enjoying them by joining his brethren in becoming members of other organiza-

tions, such as the Consistory, the Supreme Council, the Chapter and the Commandery.

For years he wrote the correspondence reports of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter

and Grand Commandery, and in the latter body he became Grand Commander.

These reports, as well as those which in the same department he prepared lor the

Grand Lodge, attracted wide attention for the ability and earnestness with which he

pointed out the dangerous influences which insidiously threaten the integrity of the

Institution, and urged upon Craftsmen the duty of rigid self-examination by the light

of their irrevocable covenants, in order that each might answer to himself whether

in other bodies, built upon Masonry, he might not, unwittingly, by thoughtless con-

formity to customs long established, have failed of the full measure of his duty as

defined by the fundamental law of Masonry.

His reports were distinguished by broad general as well as technical scholar-

ship; by clear and common sense views of law, usage and Masonic relations; by an

incisive impatience with shams; by unfailing courtesy and a vein of kindly humor

which made him a great favorite with his brother reviewers, and were everywhere

infused with an insistent demand that, ethically. Masonry should be synonymous

with a pure and honest manhood. This demand also formed a striking feature of

his addresses from the Grand East, and it guided his hand when dealing with cases

of discipline. He had no toleration ior the wrongful acts and vicious courses which

debase manhood and bring disgrace upon the Institution, particularly on the part of

those who had been honored by their brethren with positions of honor and responsi-
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bility ; but in performing his duty to the Fraternity he never forgot his duty to the

erring brother. None more swift than he to recognize, and to show that he recog-

nized, the first evidences of a desire for reformation, and thus help the offender to

regain his lost self-respect as the first essential towards shaping his life anew.

It is not rare for men in their published utterances to set up a high standard of

life and duty. It ts rare for them to realize this standard in their own persons and

works as fully as Theodore T. Gurney did his own ideal of Masonic character.

The ministry of such lives is great while they are living, but in death it is no

less great. It is not, then, chiefly for the loss of a great example that we mourn,

for the example is not lost; it is still with us, and will be with us always. But we
mourn the loss of the comradeship that touched elbows with us in the pursuit of a

common purpose, the responsive personality which entered into all our varying moods,

and the loving companionship which goes to make up Masonic fellowship in its best

estate.

The sense of loss which comes when these close fellowships are sundered no

philosophy can banish; but those of us who have before felt the hand-clasp of those

we loved loosen as they passed from us into the Valley of the Shadow, know that

the time will come when lie in whom our trust is anchored will give to us—and to

those to whom our brother was still dearer—"Beauty for ashes, and the spirit of

praise for the garments of heaviness."

DE WITT C. CREGIER,
JOSEPH ROBBINS,
DANIEL M. BROWNING.

The Grand Secretary desires to thank M. W. Bro. DeWitt C. Cregier for his

kind assistance in the preparation of these memorial proceedings.

It has been thought best to have the obituary report in reference to our late

M. W. Bro. Ira A. W. Buck presented at the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge

in October.

At six o'clock r. M. the M. W. Grand Master closed the Grand Lodge in

Ample Form.

c?

^ ^ )?{lumJ,

Grand Master.

Grrand Secretary





Forty-Eighth Grand Annual Communication, held at

Chicago, Octouer 4, 5 and 6, A. L. 5887.

iPi^ocEEiDi^src^s

OF

rT\
V H H

OF THE STSTE OF ILLINOIS

"ree & Accepted Mssons.

M. W. JOHN C. SMITH, Grand Master.

R. W. LOYAL L. MUNN, Grand Secretary.

FREEPORT, ILL.;
JOURNAL rOWEK PRESS AND lilNUEHV.



OiPiPiOEli^S

OF THE

Grhnd Lodge of the State of Illinois

1887-88.

M. W. John C. Smith Grand Master Chicago.

R. W. John M.Pearson ...Deputy Grand Master Godfrey.

R. W. Monroe C. Crawford Senior Grand Warden Jonesboro.

R. W. Leroy a. Goddard Junior Grand Warden Marion.

R. W. Wiley M. Egan Grand Treasurer Chicago.

R. W. Loyal L. Munn Grand Secretary Freeport.

R. W. Rev. H. W. Thomas, D. Y}. ...Grand Chaplain Chicago.

R. W. W.J. Calhoun Grand Orator Danville.

W. Leslie A. Munn Deputy Grand Secretary Freeport.

W. B. F. Mason Grand Pursuivant Paxton.

W. W. A. Stevens Grand Marshal Chicago.

W. Rowley Page Grand Standard Bearer Galesburg.

W. J. O. Hughes Grand Sword Bearer Gibson City.

W. John O'Neill Senior Grand Deacon Chicago.

W. Thomas S. Mather .Junior Grand Deacon Springfield.

W. A. J. Harbers ....Grand Stetvard Peoria.

W. E. A. Kratz Grand Steward Champaign.

W. Daniel Stewart Grand Steward. Galena.

W. Chester S. Gurney Grand Stezvard Chicago.

Bro. Robert R. Stevens ^.Grand Tyler Chicago.



OF THE

M. ¥, GRUND LODGE OF ILLINOIS,

Free and Accepted Masons,

At Its Fortv-Eighth Grand Annual Communication.

In compliance with the provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Most

Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, the Forty-eighth Annual

Grand Communication was held at Central Music Hall, in the City of Chicago,

commencing on Tuesday, the 4th day of October, A. D. 1887, A. L. 5S87, at 10

o'clock A. M.

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT:

M. W. Alexander T. Darkah Grand Master.

R. W. John C. Smith Deputy Grand Master.

R. W. John M. Pearson Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. Monroe C. Crawkord .Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. Wiley M. Egan Grand Treasurer.

R. W. Loyal L. Munn Grand Secretary.

R. W. Rev. H. W. Thomas, D. D Grand Chaplain.

R. W. W. S. Hooper Grand Orator.

W. D. B. Breed Deputy Grand Secretary.

W. Edward L Cronkrite Grand Pursuivant.

W. Rowley Page Grand Marshal.

W. Charles Fisher Grand Standard Bearer.

W. J. H. C. Dill Grand Sword Bearer.

W. Leroy a. Goddard Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Thomas S. Mather .Junior Grand Deacon.

W. George W. Hamilton Grand Steward.

W. Joseph Dixon Grand Steward.

W. John Schofield Grand Steward.

W. R. D. Lawrence Grand Steward.

Bro. Robert R. Stevf.ns Grand Tyler.

«41365



20 Proceedings of the [ Od. Jfth,

The M. W. Grand Master proceeded to open the M. W. Grand Lodge of

IlHnois in Ample Form with

PRAYER BY THE GRAND CHAPLAIN.

Almighty Father ! we would always hallow Thy Great Name, and we come

into Thy presence with reverent and worshipful spirits, looking to Thee as the giver

of every good and perfect gift, desiring to consecrate all our powers to Thy service,

upon every altar of humanity, or truth, and justice and love among men.

Almighty Father ! we bless Thee ! Thou hast been watchful and kind in Thy

presence. Thou hast kept us all until this hour, and now as we are assembled here

in these opening services, may Thy presence be with us. May Thy blessings be

upon Thy servant who presides over these deliberations ; upon all these his assistants

in these services, and upon all Thy servants, the Masters or representatives of lodges

throughout the State.

Oh, Father! how many interests gather here ! How many homes are repre-

sented I How many, perhaps, whose thoughts are turned to us at this time ! Wilt

Thou bless all the lodges represented here ! Bless the families and the homes rep-

resented here 1

Oh, Father ! help our great Order to do its work in the world ; to do its work

in this State, in this city ; to do its work in temperance, in honesty and in industry

;

in brotherly love, in all helpfulness, building up the things that are good and true

among men. Help us to do our work in gathering in and strengthening and develop-

ing into usefulness the young men of our country. May all these lodges, oh ! Father,

be models of beauty and ideals of justice, love and truth, and every form of good-

ness in the communities where they live.

And now, Father, may Thy presence be with us on this occasion every time we

come together. May Thy blessings be upon our Order, our Brotherhood, all over

the great earth everywhere. May the spirit of Masonry be the soul within the great

body, animating each one, and helping us to build in the things that last forever.

Hear us, oh ! Father, We ask in Thy name. Amen.

The Grand Secretary announced that the Committee on Credentials had in-

formed him that a constitutional number of lodges were represented, and asked for

the committee further time to complete their report, which was granted.

M. W. Bro. D. C. Cregier presented the following preamble and resolution,

which, on motion, was adopted :

Whereas, In view of the proposed visit of the President of the United States

to this city, during a portion of the time this Grand Lodge should be in session, and

in view of the unusual event and the ceremonies incident thereto, and in order that
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the representatives to this Grand Lodge who desire may have an opportunity to wit-

ness the reception of the Chief Executive of the Nation, therefore he it

Resolved, Tliat this Grand Lodge hokl an evening session Tuesday evening, and

tliat the M. W. Grand Master be requested to call the Grand Lodge off until Wednes-

day evening or Thursday morning.

Resolved, Tliat nothing herein shall be construed to reduce the per diem of rep-

resentatives.

COMMITTEES.
The M. W. Grand Master announced the appointment of the following named

brethren to serve on the various committees during the present session

:

ON MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE.

Joseph Robbins, D. C. Cregier, James A. Hawley, Jo'i'i R- Thomas,

C. H. Patton.

ON APPEALS AND GRIEVANCES.

Joseph E. Dyas, H. J. Hamlin, Ira W. Buell, William S. Cantrell, II. M.

Gillmore.

ON CHARTERED LODGES.

George W. Hill, Thomas M. Grossman, S. S. Chance, G. H. B. Tolle, James

Ilibben.

ON LODGES UNDER DISPENSATION.

II. E. Hamilton, James John, John 15. Young, D. B. Grattan, Frank W. Havill.

ON CORRESPONDENCE.

Daniel M. Browning.

ON MILEAC;E AND PER DIEM.

Edward S. Mulliner, George W. Cyrus, John A. Ladcl.

ON FINANCE.

E. C. Pace, Gil. W. Barnard, Samuel W. Waddle.
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TO EXAMINE VISITORS.

W. B. Grimes, M. D. Chamberlin, James Douglas, C. F. Tenney, A. B. Ashley.

ON CREDENTIALS.

H. C. Clarke, F. E. Eubeling, R. C. Humbert.

ON PETITIONS.

William E. Gintlier, Edward Cook, A. N. Yancy.

ON OBITUARIES.

Owen Scott, J. E. Evans, E. A. Krat/.

ON (iRAND master's ADDRESS.

James I. McClintock, (jeorge M. Smith, A. W. Blakesley.

On motion of the Grand Secretary, the reading of llie minutes was dispensed

with, printed copies being in the hands of the brethren.

GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS.

B)-ethren of the Grand Lodge :

Since our last Annual Communication, another year, with all its joys and sor-

rows, successes and failures, is numbered with those that have gone before. It is

now too late to improve the misspent moments. These can never be recalled. The

past is forever past. The future is before us. It is only in the progress we have

made, in the good we have accomplished, that we may rejoice. Whatever of suc-

cess may have attended our efforts, can never be fully known until the last great

day, when the books shall be opened and the record examined. May it be our

happy lot to have our work approved by the unerring test of the Grand Overseer's

square.

That our successes may be greater, and our failures less, in the succeeding year,

let us greatly improve the present moment. Let us renew our covenants and be

more determined than ever to battle for the right.

How appropriate that we should, at the commencement of our labors, as a

Grand Lodge, bow in humble adoration and thanksgiving to the great Giver of all

good. We have been blessed with plenty, health and peace. While reports have

reached us ot distress and want in other lands, we have been favored with an abund-
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ance and to spare. For all the blessings and comforts of life, let us be truly thank-

ful. While here assembled, may all our labors tend to the advancement of our

beloved Institution. As a Grand Lodge we meet under very favorable circum-

stances. Through the influence and efficient services of the committee appointe^*

for the purpose of securing a comfortable room, we are permitted to meet in this

convenient and commodious hall. Trusting that our labors, during this session of

our Grand Lodge, may be pleasant and profitable, I take great pleasure in extending

to one and all a fraternal and cordial welcome to this our Forty-Eighth Annual

Communication.

OUR FRATERNAL DEAD.

Before proceeding to render an account of my stewardship as your humble ser-

vant, let us bow our heads in sorrow while we pay a tribute of respect to the memory

of those of our brethren who have been called to refreshment during the past year.

Since we last met, the monster Death has laid a heavy tribute upon this Grand

Lodge. Brethren of high and low degree, and from almost every walk in life, have

been called from active duties in the lodge below to that lodge where the Supreme

Grand Master presides. Some of these brethren were with us one year ago in all

the pride and vigor of manhood. Some were active and efficient in the discharge

of duties imposed upon them by the Grand Lodge. Their places are vacant. We
shall miss them as we assemble from year to year, but we shall greet them no more

in the Grand Lodge below. They are calmly, sweetly sleeping. How grand and

beautiful this undisturbed repose. After the toils of life how sweet is rest. All is

calm and serene. The sorrows, lamentations and mourning of dearly loved ones

disturb them not. Tornadoes may sweep the face of the earth, they heed them not.

Earthquakes may shatter the foundations of the everlasting hills, yet their repose is

unbroken. May they never wake to weep. Let us cherish the memories of our

dear departed brethren. Let us imitate their virtues and be ever ready, at the sum-

mons of the Grand Warden of Heaven, to go from our labors on earth to eternal

refreshment in the Grand Lodge above.

Not only our own, but other Grand Lodges have been called upon to drop the

acacia over distinguished brethren. A number of the most prominent members of

the Craft have passed away during the past year. All along the line, from those

who had but learned to walk the checkered floor, to those who were familiar with

the hidden mysteries of the sanctum sanctorum and had presided over Grand

Lodges, our brethren have fallen asleep, never again to answer roll call until the last

trump shall sound. To other Grand Jurisdictions that have been bereft, as we have,

we can only deeply, sincerely and most affectionately offer our condolence and sym-

pathy, and trust with them that it is the will of Him who doeth all things well.

At the last session of this Grand Lodge, one year since, it was announced that

two Past Grand Masters of Masons in Illinois were in a critical condition by reason

of serious illness. It was hardly expected that both, within a few days, would close
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their eyes to all things terrestrial and open them to behold the beauties of things

celestial. Such, however, was the case, and two strong towers of strength in the

temple below were removed from active duty to behold the grandeur of the temple

not made with hands above.

IRA A. \V. BUCK.

Within a few days after the close of the Grand Lodge, M. W. Bro. Buck cjuietly

and peacefully breathed his last at his home in Chicago.

M. W. Bro. Buck was Grand Master of Masons during the years 1858, 1859

and i860. It was not my privilege to be intimately acquainted with him. Those

who knew him best speak in praise of his sterling worth as a citizen, and of his in-

tegrity, zeal and labors for the Craft. As a presiding officer he was referred to as a

model. He enjoyed the confidence and esteem of his brethren to a degree that few

may hope to surpass. Without the hope of fee or reward he labored earnestly and

zealously for the good of our noble Institution.

Bro. Buck's last greeting to this Grand Lodge was communicated by our R. W.

Grand Secretary last year. His remains were laid to rest at Aurora with Masonic

honors, the lodge of which he was a member officiating. I regret very much that,

owing to some oversight, on the part of friends, that consideration due his memory

was not accorded. It would have been proper for the Grand Lodge to have per-

formed the last sad tribute of respect to his memory, by accompanying his remains

to their last resting place, and there consigning them to the earth with the usual for-

malities. I was not advised of his death until it was too late to convene the Grand

Lodge for the purpose indicated.

THEODORE T. GURNEY.

Scarcely had the funeral bells ceased tolling over the loss of M. W. Bro. Buck

when we were again startled by the announcement that M. W. Bro. Gurney had

passed away. It is true that this was not entirely unexpected ; some three months

before, Bro. Gurney, while in the prime of manhood, was stricken with paralysis,

and for weeks his life was despaired of, and no one thought it possible that he could

recover ; yet there came an improvement, and at a time when it seemed possible that

he might at least partially recover, he had a second attack and survived but a few

days.

During his affliction I called upon him, and found him resigned, but full of

courage and determination. He had no fears for the future and expressed his faith

as follows : " I am not afraid to die. He that doeth all things well will take care of

me." His faith in the merits of the lion of the tribe of Judah was firmly fixed, and

by the benefit of the pass, of a pure and blameless life, he doubtless gained ready

admission into the Celestial Lodge, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe

presides. The loss we have sustained is irreparable. There was but one Brother

Gurney.



1887.] Grand Lodge oj Illinois. 25

No one stood higher in llie estimation of the Craft than he. No one enjoyed

the confidence, respect and esteem of his brethren to a greater degree. He was

honest, conscientious, upright, a true and faithful brother. The proud position the

(irand Lodge of Illinois sustains to-day among the Grand Lodges of the world, is

as much due to the faithful and intelligent service and labors of Brother Gurney, as

to that of any other brother. No one has labored more earnestly and zealously in

the interests of the Craft. No one is entitled to a greater reward.

His loss is not ours alone. The loss is to the Craft generally. Wherever Masons

are found, there a loss has been sustained. The Church has lost a zealous supporter,

an indefatigable worker ; the State a quiet, peaceable, order-loving citizen ; society

one of its brightest ornaments; the grief- stricken widow, a kind and loving husband
;

the children, an indulgent and warm-hearted father; the sister a dearly beloved

brother, and a proud city one of its most efficient and faithful officers.

November ii, i8S6, an emergent Grand Lodge was convened, and all that was

earthly of Bro. Gurney was consigned to the tomb.

The ceremonies, as provided by our beautiful ritual, were conducted by the

Grand Lodge for Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, of which he was a member.

The memorial proceedings of the occasion have been published, giving full par-

ticulars, and may be included in the printed proceedings of the Grand Lodge, which

I urgently recommend as a fitting testimony to the character, standing and ability of

one of the brightest jewels that ever graced the Masonic diadem.

L. W. SHEPHERD

March 25, 1887, I was greatly surprised by the announcement of the sudden

death of R. W. Bro. L. W. Shepherd, District Deputy Grand Master of the 19th

Masonic District.

While in the active discharge of his duties as Secretary of the Soldiers' and

Sailors' Home at Quincy, and without a moment's warning, Bro. Shepherd was

stricken down and expired almost instantly. Strange as it may seem, it had been

his very great desire, that when his time should come to bid adieu to all earthly

things, he should )\ot linger and suffer long. Two weeks before his death he ex-

pressed himself as being ready to depart ; that he felt as though his time was short

;

that he was on Pisgah's top, and could almost behold the land of Beulah.

His great desire was granted. Without a moment's suffering or pain, he v\as

called and found ready. It must be a source of great comfort to his immediate rela-

tives and friends, to have the assurance from his own lips that his work was done, and

that he was ready to enter into rest. May that rest be made perpetual at the last

great day.



26 Proceedings of the [Ort. ^th,

Without disparaging the efficiency and worth of others, I can cheerfully bear

testimony to the fact that he was one of the most faithful and efficient officers of this

Grand Lodge. I lis duties as District Deputy were performed to the satisfaction of

all. The brethren of his district had a most profound respect for him. In all that

he did or said, while visiting his lodges, his great aim was to inculcate the true prin-

ciples of Masonry. He could not fail to command respect wherever he was known.

One of the highest compliments paid to his memory, was by a distinguished member
of this Grand Lodge. When speaking of a suitable brother to fill the place made

vacant by his demise, and being requested to suggest the name of some one who
would in every way fill the office as acceptably as had Bro. Shepherd, he remarked

that "no such brother lives in the district."

Bro. Shepherd was a zealous member of the M. E. Church. His pastor. Rev.

Bro. W. N. McElroy, during his funeral discourse, paid an eloquent tribute to his

memory, emphasizing his moral worth as a Christian and Mason.

An emergent Grand Lodge was opened at Springfield, March 27th, 1887, when

Bro. Shepherd's remains were consigned to the earth, the Grand Lodge conducting

the ceremonies for the lodge of which he was a member.

R. \V. SAMUEL WILSON, VERMONT.

Among those who have passed away during the year, very few were more widely

known, or commanded more general respect among the Craft, than R. W. Brother

Samuel Wilson, of Vermont. His connection with the " Preston-Webb Work " will

make his name familiar to the Craft so long as time lasts.

The following tribute to his memory by M. W. Bro. John H. Brown, Grand

Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Kansas, at its last session, corresponds so nearly

with what M. W. Bro. H. G. Reynolds has to say on the subject, and because of its

interest to the Craft of Illinois, I have thought best to copy it, that it might not be

lost, but preserved with the history of Masonry in Illinois.

" JII. IV. Grand Master and Brethren ofthe Grand Lodge :

" I rise at this time to announce to you the sad and mournful intelligence of the death of R.

W. Bro. Samuel Wilson, of Vergennes, Vermont, Past Grand Junior Warden, and for many years

Grand Lecturer of that jurisdiction. He died at his home January 10, 1887, at the age 96 years.

His reputation as a teacher of the esoteric work and lectures was well known in every Grand Juris-

diction on this Continent, and the Craft are more indebted to him than to any other Mason of the

present age for his faithful and watchful care in the preservation of what is known among us as the

Preston-Webb Work. This work was handed down from Thomas Smith Webb to John Barney, and

from the latter to Bro. Samuel Wilson, and has by him been taught to many of the Grand Lecturers in

the different jurisdictions. It was from him that the speaker received instruction in the work and

lectures of the three'degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry. It was my good fortune to spend several days

with him at Waverly, Iowa, while he was out "west on a visit to his daughter. The same work and

lectures taught by him was examplified by the Committee on Work, composed of Bros, Brown, Bas-

sett and Smith, before the Grand Lodge at the annual communication held in Leavenworth, October,

1867, and approved by a unanimous vote of that body, and thus became the adopted work, and has

since been taught by those authorized to disseminate the same, and thus we are placed under many
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obligations to this venerable Masonic ritualist for our excellent system of esoteric work and lectures.

It is but proper that this Grand Lodge should, in a suitable manner, show its appreciation of so

good and valuable a Mason as Bro. Samuel Wilson. I therefore offer the following resolution :

" Resolved, That the Committee on Obituaries be instructed to embrace in their report on

4he fraternal dead due mention of the death of Bro. Wilson."

This resolution was adopted, and a memorial page set apart to his memory in

the proceedings of that Grand Lodge. The Committee on Obituaries will perhaps

recommend that a memorial page be set aside to commemorate the lives of each of

these distinguished members of our noble Craft.

CONDITION OF THE FRATERNITY.

It is with no small degree of pleasure that I can report to you the very flattering

•condition of Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction. I think the records will show a

satisfactory increase in members, while more care is being exercised as to the quali-

fications of candidates that are admitted to our privileges.

As there are exceptions to almost every rule, the foregoing statements are not

exceptional in this particular. In a few lodges there has been the voice of discord;

but in most instances this has given place to harmony and concord, through the

efforts of warm-hearted and zealous brethren. The fact that Masonry to-day stands out

pre-eminently above and beyond all societies, should be a source of pride and grati-

fication to every member of the Craft. This should be especially so, when we take

into consideration the fact that every few days a new society or order is incubated

and thrust upon the community, with high-sounding titles for officers, and a lavish

promise of feathers and uniforms for novitiates. Some of these can turn out in one

evening almost any number of fully-fledged Sir Knights with sword and buckler.

I have been somewhat amused at reading in the daily press advertisements for mem-

bers for one or the other of the various societies which are springing up on every

hand, with mush-room-Vikt. growth, only to perish with the first scorching rays of a

noon-day's searching criticism by an intelligent people.

In the city in which I reside there is now going on between two parties, equally

divided, of the members of one of the numerous orders of the day, a contest as to

which party can secure the most members; the losers to pay a forfeit. Such prac-

tices should condemn any society, indulging in them, in the eyes of an intelligent

people. It is coming to be quite common for these newly-fledged societies, on the

occasion of every public demonstration to prepare a list of their officers, with their

unabridged, high-sounding titles, and demand a prominent place in the procession.

The nearer the elephant or band wagon they are assigned, the more their vanity is

.gratified.

All this would, perhaps, have been better unsaid, only for the reason that on

occasions of Masonic funerals, these societies crowd themselves to the front, and

demand positions as pall-bearers, as well as prominent places in the procession, and

ithat they be permitted to take part in and perform a part of the ceremonies. So
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urgent and clamorous are their demands, that in a few instances, I regret to say,

lodges have acceded to their demands and allowed them to intrude their members

into Masonic processions, and even to perform a part of the ceremonies. These

things should not be tolerated, and I sincerely trust that the like may never again

occur, and if it does that the Grand Lodge will speedily obliterate the lodge that is-

guilty of such an offense.

Amidst all the turmoil and scramble for place and distinction, it is a source of

great pleasure to know that the grand old institution of Masonry is quietly going,

forward in the performance of its duty, and by its unobtrusiveness commanding the

respect and confidence of the discerning, thinking, intelligent public. Brethren let

us go on in the discharge of every duty, not " with sounding brass and tinkling cym-

bal," but quietly, silently, in the still watches of the night if need be, when there is no-

eye to see save that Eye that never sleeps. Let us see to it that the tears of the widow
and the orphan are dried up, that their sorrowful hearts are comforted and made to

rejoice, and especially let us see to it that these dependent ones want not for the

oomforts and necessities of life. If we pursue this course and thereby practice the

principles of Masonry, we need have no fears for the perpetuity of our beloved In-

stitution. So long as there is a sorrow to be assuaged, a tear to be dried, hungry

to feed, naked to clothe, sick to visit or deeds of mercy to be performed, and Masons

are true to their trust, so long will Masonry stand. Thrones may tremble and ga
down. Empires may decay. Nations may destroy nations

;
principalities and pow-

ers may pass away, yet Masonry, if true to itself, will stand as firm as the everlasting

hills, because it is founded upon the ever-living rock of Truth, Relief and

Brotherly Love. Fear not, only let us be true to ourselves and to our covenants,,

and our children's children will live to bless and venerate so noble an Institution as-

ours until time shall be no more.

FRATERNAL RELATIONS.

The relations of this Grand Lodge with the Grand Lodges of the world are

most amicable and satisfactory, with a single exception ; and I am much gratified

and pleased to know that nothing has transpired, in the case of the exception, to

prevent members of both jurisdictions from clasping each other by the hand as-

Masons; of visiting lodges in either jurisdiction, or of extending relief to the dis-

tressed brother, without regard to where his lodge may be located.

To my mind the most inconsistent position for a Grand Lodge to occupy, is for

it to recognize as an Independent Sovereign Grand Lodge, that of Quebec, and at the

same time recognize the three lodges in the city of Montreal that persistently defy the

authority of that Grand Lodge. I am fully persuaded that if each Grand Lodge

that has acknowledged the Grand Lodge of Quebec as an Independent Sovereign-

Grand Lodge, exercising exclusive Masonic jurisdiction over that Province, would

say to the three lodges that are in rebellion to that authority : "we cannot recognize

your lodges as regular lodges of Masons so long as you refuse obedience to the Grand

Lodge oi Quebec," the wrong would soon be made right, and that Grand Lodge be
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in fact what it is in name, a Free and Independent Sovereign Grand Lodge, with every

regular lodge and Mason in that Province in obedience to the only legitimate source

of authority.

May the time speedily come when every cloud shall be removed and this Grand

Lodge be in fraternal correspondence with every Grand Lodge on the face of the

earth. To this end let us labor and look forward, with our faith lirmly fixed on the

consummation of an object so greatly to be desired.

MIXED KUNERAI-S.

After having referred to the subject of Mixed Ftinenih, I only mention it now
for the purpose of emphasizing what has already been said on that topic, and to

insist that lodges be more careful in the future. A Masonic procession should be

tyled and guarded as much as a lodge at labor—no one being permitted to either

enter or retire from it without permission from the W. M. No Mason would think

of admitting a profane to visit a lodge while at labor, much less permit one to take

part in the ceremonies of conferring a degree. Yet a lodge would have as much
right, legally, to admit a profane to visit as it would to admit him within a Masonic

procession. I regret to say that the latter has been done in this jurisdiction, and not

only so, but the same individual has been permitted to take part in the active cere-

monies of the occasion.

I am aware that there was no intentional wrong on the part of the offending

lodges, and that the plea of ignorance was strongly urged. This, however, is a very

poor excuse at this day, and I trust that the offense will never again be repeated.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

During the year my attention has been called, a number of times, to a violation

of Grand Lodge By-Laws, in the matter of reports of committees on petitions for

the degrees. The law requiring each meiitber of the committee to make private

verbal report, is very plain and specific, yet it is quite common for Masters to spread

the ballot on a majority report. There is no excuse for the violation of so plain a

provision of law.

This matter is here referred to, trusting that this will be ail that is necessary to

secure a full compliance with the law on the subject.

LODGE DISCIPLINE.

My own observation, confirmed by the reports of District Deputy Grand Mas-

ters, is that there is a want of discipline in many lodges which is very detrimental to

the best interests of the Craft. This frequently arises from the timidity of the Master

who hesitates about enforcing his authority, until that respect which is his due is lost

sight of, and the sessions of the lodge are more nearly on a par with the ordinary
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ward caucus, than with that decorum which should characterize our lodge meetings.

I am persuaded that the best interests of the lodge is subserved when the members

observe the rules that obtain in our churches and parlors. When a lodge loses its

dignity and pride of character to such a degree that it will permit its hall to be on a

par with a smoking-car, its air filled with the nauseous odor and smoke of the filthy

weed—tobacco—it need not wonder that its best members lose all interest in its

meetings and remain away from its sessions. The lodge room should be kept as

neatly, tastily and inviting as the parlor. Nothing can be more disgusting to a

refined gentleman than to see the cuspidors of a lodge-room loaded down and

reeking with the filth of cigar stubs, saliva and tobacco juice, all well mixed.

These things should not be tolerated, and yet they are.

Let our lodge-rooms be what they should be, let the Worshipful Master enforce

strict discipline, and much of the complaint of small attendance would he heard no

more.

APPEALS FOR RELIEF.

The subject of appeals for the relief of distressed brethren, their widows and

orphans, has commanded my earnest solicitation and consideration during the past

year. One of the strong bonds of society is mutual protection. One of the strongest

bonds that binds the Fraternity together is that charity which prompts us to protec

the widow and orphan, and to provide for their wants and comfort. There is plenty

of this work to do in providing for the worthy poor, and to care for them should not be

considered a burden. There is, however, a growing disposition on the part of the Craft

to shirk individual responsibility in this matter, and allow the lodge to provide for the

wants of the distressed. This is all wrong and a halt must be speedily called, other-

wise the institution of Masonry will lose its proud position and finally be numbered

among the things that were. This is a matter of serious import and demands our

earnest consideration. It is our individual covenants that bind us to see to it that

none of our brethren or their families shall suffer. The lodge, as such, is under no

obligation. Our covenants are to the extent of ability. That is to the extent of

individual ability. One brother may be able to contribute a Thousand Dollars,

where another would not be able to contribute One Dollar. Here is where the

injustice of depending upon the lodge treasury for charity funds becomes quite man-

ifest. The rich and the poor alike contribute to the lodge funds. The brother of

moderate means is compelled to contribute as much for charitable purposes as his

more affluent brother. Boards of Relief in large cities have done much for the

relief of the distressed, and it would be very difiicult to manage a charity fund, in

them, in any other way, and at the same time distribute the expense among the

various lodges. Boards of Relief in all our cities and villages would be the best

means of distributing charity, provided the funds disbursed were contributed by

brethren in proportion to ability.

My observation leads me to believe that mutual aid societies, so much in vogue

at present, are doing much to destroy a feeling of individual responsibility in the
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minds of the Craft. While I am free to confess that these mutual henelit associa-

tions have done much for the relief of the families of deceased members, yet if they

shall ultimately destroy a feeling of personal obligation and that bretliren should

depend on them more than on the chanty of the Craft in times of need, it will prove

to be an unfortunate day for Masonry when they were first instituted. They are

well enough in their way, but should by no means have for their effect the doing

away of the greatest of the virtues

—

-Charity.

While each brother or lodge has a perfect right to appeal for relief, if need be^

to neighboring lodges, yet great care and caution should be exercised in sending out

these appeals. No lodge should send out an appeal for the relief of a member, his

widow or orphan, until after each member has contributed in accordance with

covenants well understood.

During the past year I became satisfied that many appeals were being sent out

that were not necessary. In sending out appeals lodges frequently request the Grand

Master to authorize and approve them.

Being satisfied that many of them should not be issued, I adopted during the past

year the plan of requiring each lodge, before authorizing its appeal, to furnish me with

a list of its members, the assessed valuation of the property of each, and the amount

contributed by each to the support of the object for which the appeal was to be issued.

A few of the lodges declined to furnish the information desired and withdrew the pro-

posed appeal. A number cheerfully furnished the data required. In z.few cases the

appeal was fully justified and cheerfully authorized. In most of the cases the evi-

dence was conclusive that the members of the lodge had not discharged their duties.

It was shown that brethren, who were worth Fifty to One Hundred Thousand Dol-

lars, had not contributed one cent. I mention these facts to show that^ the feeling

of individual, personal, responsibility is fast becoming obliterated.

" Did he have his life insured ? '' is the first question often heard when a brother

is solicited to contribute to the relief of the widow or orphan of a deceased brother.

Brethren, Masonry is drifting from its moorings. Let us return to the faith and

practice of our fathers. Let us maintain Secrecy and practice Charity.

During the year I authorized one distressed brother to appeal, in his own behalf,

to the lodges of the State. The funds, however, to be sent to the Secretary of his

lodge to be placed in the hands of a committee, to see that they were properly

disbursed.

Two cases of appeal that came to my knowledge, deserve special mention :

In the first case the lodge issued an appeal for the relief of the widow and chil-

dren of a deceased brother, and after receiving about two hundred and sixty-five

dollars, the money was disbursed among the members of the lodge who were creditors

of the deceased.

In the other case a brother used the seal of his lodge, without authority, and

the names of two of the members of the committee, whose names were signed to
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the appeal. Contributions were sent to a neighboring post-orfice, addressed to

another member of the lodge. The remittances, or at least most of them, were

taken from the post-oflice without the consent of the brother to whom they were

addressed, and aiipropriated by the brother who issued the appeal in his c>\vn behalf.

These cases will be referred to again.

OFFICIAL VISITATIONS.

The importance and value, to our lodges, of official visitations can scarcely be

over-estimated. Lodges are greatly encouraged and stimulated to press forward in

the discharge of duty, by the presence of those who occupy official positions in the

Grand Lodge. So far as the limited time at my disposal would permit, I have visited

lodges in different parts of the State. I have requested and encouraged our District

Deputies to visit the lodges from which nothing could be heard. Very much good

has been accomplished by them. Many errors have been corrected, and valuable

information imparted. These R. W. Brethren have merited the thanks of this

Grand Lodge for valuable services performed. Their counsel, advice and assistance

have become to be an absolute necessity, without which the Grand Master could not

possibly manage, successfully, the affairs of this large jurisdiction. I regret very

much that some means have not been provided for at least paying the expenses of

these brethren who often, rather than call upon the lodges visited, pay their own ex-

penses.

RETURNS OF OFFICERS ELECTED.

Notwithstanding the fact that the Grand Lodge By-Laws are very plain and

specific in requiring that a list of officers elect and installed, by the different lodges,

shall be returned to the Grand Master and Grand Secretary within thirty days

thereafter, yet many lodges failed entirely to make returns as required. On account

of this the correspondence and business with these lodges was imperfectly carried

on. I determined, early in the year, to know who the officers were in every lodge

in the jurisdiction. After the Grand Secretary had repeatedly called the attention

of lodges to the fact that they would be required to make return of officers as pro-

vided by law, sixty had failed to make returns to the Grand Master and twenty-five

to the Grand Secretary. Consequently, June 13th, I issued a circular to the Masters

of the lodges that had failed to make returns, instructing them to see to it that proper

returns be promptly made. A month later and fourteen were still in default. To

the Masters of these I issued a peremptory order to make returns without delay.

This had the effect of securing returns from every lodge in good standing in the

State, except those that had failed to hold their annual elections.

The correspondence growing out of the above requirements brought to light

some very interesting matters. In a number of instances no election had been held,

the old officers proposing to " hold over." In some the officers had been elected and

a part of them installed. In others, the officers had been elected and most of them

installed, but at different times ; while in other cases officers had been elected but
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some of them declined to serve. In a few instances Masters claimed the entire year

in which to elect and install officers. One of these quoted a section of the by-laws

of his lodge to establish the point. A copy was demanded and furnished, which

failed to show any such provision. There was so much confusion on the subject and

no other consistent course left ; I required a strict conformity to law. That is, that

officers must be elected at the time fixed by law, and all installed at one communi-

cation and not at communications as was quite common ; and that a failure in either

case reqired a dispensation from the Grand Master before proceeding further. Our

Grand Lodge By-Law on this point is not as specific as it should be. It should pi'o-

vide that the officers of a lodge must be elected, installed and returns made to the

proper officers within thirty days.

GRAND EXAMINERS.

Soon after the close of Grand Lodge last year, I commissioned the following

named R. W. Brethren as a Board of Grand Examiners: Edward Cook, M. 1).

Chamberlin, W. R. Grimes, James Douglas and Chas. F. Tenney.

DEPUTY GRAND LECTURERS.

On the unanimous recommendation of the Board of Examiners, I appointed

and commissioned at the close of last Grand Lodge and during the year, the follow-

ing named R. VV. Brethren to be Deputy Grand Lecturers: A. B. Ashley, J. H. C.

Dill, H. E. Huston, J. E. Evans, G. A. Staddler, W. M. Stevens, J. W. Rose, F. S.

Belden, I. M. McCollister, W. O. Butler, Geo. S. F"uhr, Samuel Rawson, J. E. Mor-

ton, W. E. Ginther, W. J. Elwell, J. R. Ennis, N. A. Keeler, Wm. J. Frisbee, Chas.

Riefsnider and Daniel F. Flannery.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

I also commissioned the following R. W. Brethren to be District Deputy Grand

Masters

:

1st District, Ira W. Buell.

2d

3d

4th

5th

6th

yth

8th

9th

loth

nth

1 2th

13th

14th

1 15th

Thos. G. Morris.

E. W. Wood.

A. W. Adams.

Jacob Krohn.

E. T. E. Becker.

John D. Crabtree.

Chenery Puffer.

W. L. Milligan.

W. H. Kister.

Frank G. Welton.

Lewis C. Seeley.

Wm. R. Hoyle.

C. F. Hitchcock.

Owen Scott.

i6th District, F. S. Hatch.

17th " F. E. Eubeiing.

iSth " Chas. F. Tenney.

19th " L. W. Shepherd.

20th " W. B. Grimes.

2tst " W. O. Butler.

22d "
I. M. McCollister.

23d " W. T. Vandeveer.

24th " John Von Gunten, Jr.

25th "
J. C. White.

26th " Samuel Rawson.

27th " James Douglas.

2Slh " C. M. Forman.

29th " W. J. Elwell.

30th " James A. Rose
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LODGES U. D.—SILOAM.

August 14th, 18S6, I issued a dispensation for a new lodge to be called Siloam,

and to be located at the corner of Madison Street and California Avenue in the city

of Chicago, Bro. W. S. Albin to be the first Master. After the close of Grand
Lodge last year, the dispensation was continued by the endorsement of the Grand
Master.

The following four lodges were authorized by the Grand Lodge at its last

session :

COLCHESTER.

October 20th dispensation was issued for a new lodge at Colchester, McDonough
County, to be called Colchester. Bro. Joseph Winship, Worshipful Master.

BEACON LIGHT.

November 22d dispensation was issued for a new lodge at Norwood Park, Cook

County, to be called Beacon Light. C. J- DeBerard, Worshipful Master.

December 22d dispensation issued for a new lodge at Potomac, Vermilion

County, to be called Potomac. T. P. French, Worshipful Master.

January 12th dispensation issued for a new lodge in the south part of the city

of Chicago, to work by using the German language. The lodge to be called Con-

stantia. Wm. Raecke, Worshipful Master.

It will be remembered that at the last session of Grand Lodge a number of

German brethren of Chicago petitioned for dispensation to form a new lodge, using

the German language. It will also be remembered that the Grand Master was

authorized to issue the dispensation " when the requirements of the constitution

were complied with." One of these requirements is that the Master of a proposed

new lodge shall file with the Grand Master a certificate of qualification. In the

case of the Worshipful Master of the proposed new German lodge he could not

comply with the law, for the reason that we had no authorized translation of our

ritual in the German language. In their dilemma I was appealed to, to know what

could be done under the circumstances. Some were very urgent that the dispensa-

tion should issue without reference to the qualification of the proposed Master.

This I could not consistently do. After deliberation it occurred to me that when

the Grand Lodge authorized a new lodge it was simply a matter of justice that the

ritual should be furnished in the language to be used. Acting upon this principle, I

authorized R. W. Bro. Wm. E. Ginther, of Charleston, one of the Deputy Grand

Lecturers, who is thoroughly proficient in our English ritual, and W. Bro. Geo.

Loelkes, of Belleville, who was represented to me as being a thorough German and

English scholar, a committee to translate our rtiual into German. Although quite a

task upon their time, they cheerfully undertook the labor, which was accomplished
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last winter. From the well known ability of these brethren, I have no doubt but

what the work was well and faithfully performed. I have received this assurance

from other German brethren. After the translation was made it was my intention to

have it approved by the Board of Examiners, and authorized as the German version

of our ritual. This, however, met with so much opposition, I thought best simply to

refer the matter to the Grand Lodge. After the translation was effected, R. W.
Bro. Ginther was authorized to instruct the proposed Master of the new lodge,

and as soon as proficient to give him a certificate of qualification, which was

done. The constitutional requirements having been complied with, the dispensation

was issued as stated. That the German translation was a necessity, no one, I think,

can doubt, who will fully acquaint himself with the ritual that is being used by

most of the German lodges, and its manner of being preserved and promulgated.

In this connection I wish to state that I think it exceedingly unfortunate that

the Grand Lodge should ever have chartered a lodge to use any other than the En-

glish language, and that it is a consummation greatly to be desired should all the

German lodges in our jurisdiction abandon the use of the German and use only the

English language. As it is, it is almost impossible for a Grand Master to exercise

any supervision over them. The only feasible alternative that I can see would be to

appoint some brother who understands both the English and German languages to

look after their welfare.

June 28th I issued a dispensation for a new lodge at Pittsfield, Pike County, to

be called Hiram. R. W. Bro. W. B. Grimes, Worshipful Master; W. Bro. Thos.

Worthington, Jr., S. W., and W. Bro. C. W. Patterson, J. W. This new lodge

seemed to be ab.solutely necessary after the old lodge became defunct. In this case

I did not require the recommendation of the three nearest lodges, as none were called

upon to cede territory. However, all the lodges in the county, with one exception,

recommended the formation of the new lodge, as did also the members of the

dormant lodge.

Very flattering reports have been received from all these lodges U. D., and they

will doubtless exhibit their work to this Grand Lodge and ask for charters, that they

may take their places among the lodges of the State.

DISPENSATION DECLINED.

A number of brethren at Spring Valley, Bureau County, petitioned in June for

a new lodge. After a thorough investigation by myself and by committee, I became

fully convinced that a new lodge at that point, under the circumstances, was not

warranted, and declined to issue the dispensation.

LODGES CONSTITUTED.

October 9th, 1886, R. W. Bro. F. S. Belden, as my proxy, constituted Wright's

Grove Lodge, No. 779, and installed its offiers.



Proceedings of the [ Oct. 0i,

October iSth I had the pleasure of constituting Ravensvvood Lodge, No. 777,

and installed its ottkers, after which all sal down to an elegant banquet.

November 8th R. \V. Bro. W. K. Forsyth, as my pro.xy, constituted Grand

Crossing Lodge, No.'776, and installed its officers.

December nth W. Bro. H. Clanahan, as my proxy, constituted Gurney Lodge,

No. 778, and installed its officers. The brethren of this lodge honored M. W. Bro.

Gurney, of sacred memory, by naming their lodge for him.

LODGES INSTITUTED.

December 7tli R. W. Bro. E. W. Wood instituted Beacon Light Lodge, U. D.

,

located at Norwood Park, Cook County. Bro. C. J. DeBerard, W. M. ; L. C. Col-

lins, Jr., S. W. and E. H. Read, J. W.

December — R. W. Bro. F. S. Hatch instituted Potomac Lodge, U. D., located

at Potomac, Vermilion County. Bro. T. P. French, W. M. ; Bro. A. B. Tilton, S.

W. and J. A. Littler, J. W.

January 13th R. W. Bro. L. C. Seeley instituted Colchester Lodge, U. D.,

located at Colchester, McDonough County. Jos. Winship, W. M.; Rees Gregory,

S. W. and Wm. Cousens, J. W.

January 22d R. W. Bro. John C. Smith, Deputy Grand Master, instituted Con-

stantia Lodge, U. D., located in Chicago, under very flattering auspices. Bro. Wm.
Raecke, W. M.; Bro. Henry Wink, S. W. and Bro. Oscar Deitze, J. W.

July 2d W. Bro. E. F. Binns instituted Hiram Lodge, U. D., located at Pitts-

field, Pike County. R. W. Bro. W. B.^Grimes, W. M.; Bro. Thos. Worthington,

Jr., S. W. and Bro. C. W. Patterson, J. W.

LODGE REMOVED.

April 20th, all the provisions o law having Ijeen complied with, I authorized

the removal of Columbus Lodge, No. 227, from Coatsburg, Adams County, to

Columbus, Adams County.

COMMISSION REVOKED.

July 2d the commission of M. W. Bro. Louis Ziegler, as Representative of the

Grand Lodge of Illinois near that of Washington Territory, was revoked by virtue

of the authority in me vested as Grand Master of Masons in Illinois.

COMMISSIONS RESIGNED.

May 30th R. W. Bro. W. H. Kister, District Deputy Grand Master, having

removed from the Tenth Masonic District, tendered his resignation, which was re-

ceived and placed on file.
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[uly 20th the resignalion of R. W. Bro. Edward Cook, member of the Board

of Grand Examiners, was accepted. No official act of mine during the year has

been more reluctantly performed than that of accepting the resignation of R. W.
Bro. Cook. After having served the Craft of Illinois for fourteen years with him,

and knowing well as I do his untiring zeal in laboring for the good of Masonry, and

knowing that his place could not easily be supplied, T hesitated some time before

consenting to allow Bro. Cook to retire from the active work of teaching our ritual.

Long and intimate association of a very pleasing and most amicable character made

it very diflicult for me to accept the resignation of so able and valuable a worker as

Bro. Cook. This Grand Lodge is under obligations, which cannot ea.sily be repaid

to him for his long service to the Craft, during most of which time he paid his own
expenses while traveling over the Stale. It should also be remembered that in 1876

Bro. Cook published the "Standard Monitor," which has been of so much value in

the conlerring of degrees, and donated a copy to each lodge in the State, as well as to

a number of individual brethren. All this was done cheerfully and for the good of

the Craft.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER COMMISSIONED.

July 30th R. W. B. F. Thompson, Toulon, Stark County, was commissioned

District Deputy Grand Master of the Tenth Masonic District in place of R. W. W. II

Kister, removed from the district.

July 30th I appointed and commissioned R. W. Bro. A. B. Ashley, of Kewanee,

as Grand Examiner and Grand Lecturer, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignalion

of R. W. Bro. Edward Cook. Bro. Ashley was the Senior Deputy Grand Lecturer

of this jurisdiction. Thoroughly proficient and a very impressive worker
; perhaps

none more so. I have no doubt but what his appointment will meet the approval

of the Craft.

CANDIDATE AUTHORIZED TO HE ADVANCED.

July 15th I authorized York Lodge, No. 313, to advance Bro. John L. P'oresler

a F. C. of said lodge, whose advancement had been stayed in 1885. This is the

case reported to the Grand Lodge last year, where a candidate received his ist and 2d

degrees before he attained his majority. The advancement was authorized only

after very strong assurances Ihat it would be for the best interests of the lodge and

Fraternity, and after strong assurances as to his conduct since he was estoped, and

promises for the future. As he had not been legally elected, I required that he

receive a clear ballot before being advanced.

REPRESENTATIVES RECOMMENDED.

During the year it has afforded me very great pleasure to recommend for ap-

pointment and commission the following named R. W. and W. brethren as Repre-

sentatives of other Grand Lodges near that of Illinois, as follows:
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R. \V. Bro. F. S. Belden, Kansas.

R. W. Bro. C. F. Tenney, Louisiana.

R. W. Bro. W. B. Grimes, New Jersey.

R. W. Bro. E. T. E. Becker, Prince Edward Island.

R. \V. Bro. A. B. Ashley, Montana.

W. Bro. John McLaren, California.

W. Bro. L. B. Dixon, Nova Scotia.

REPRESENTATIVES COMMISSIONED.

November 15, M. W. Bro. Matthew M. Miller commissioned as Representative

of the Grand Lodge of Illinois near that of Kansas.

December 20, W. Bro. Delos M. Bacon commissioned as Representative of the

Grand Lodge of Illinois near that of Vermont.

January 5, R. W. Bro. D. D. Leach commissioned as Representative of the

Grand Lodge of Illinois near that of Arkansas.

March i, W. Bro. John Trail McLean commissioned as Representative of the

Grand Lodge of Illinois near that of South Australia.

April I, W. Bro. Joseph Haire commissioned as Representative of the Grand

Lodge of Illinois near that of Dakota.

July 8, W. Bro. \Vm. J. McDonald commissioned as Representative of the

Grand Lodge of Illinois near that of New York.

July 25, M. W. Bro. Levi Ankeney commissioned as Representative of the

Grand Lodge of Illinois near that of Washington Territory.

The exchange of Representatives between the various Grand Lodges ought to be

productive of much good, and doubtless is ; but so long as there is no system to be

governed by, and no duties defined, much of the good that might otherwise be

accomplished by a Representative system is lost to the Craft. This Grand Lodge

siiould by all means devise some system, and define the duties, by which Representa-

tives could render more efficient services, that would be of great benefit to the Craft.

I am fully persuaded that no brother should represent more than one Grand Lodge,

and never longer than three years without a re-appointment. In some jurisdictions

tliis rule is followed, and it works well. Were some such rules as these adopted,

Representatives of other Grand Lodges near that of Illinois would not, for years and

years, as is the case, hold commissions and never be seen in our Grand Lodge. The

list ought to be revised, and active Masons recommended. In one instance a very

excellent brother has held the position of P.epresentative of a very important Grand

Lodge until he is on the verge of the tomb, and scarcely recognizes his relatives and

friends, and can only move about under the care of an assistant. Vet I do not re-

member ever having met this good old brother in Grand Lodge. This is not as it



1887.] Grand Lodge of Illinok. 39

should be. When a brother is worn and weary with age, his work completed, and

ready to be called to rest, he should be relieved from active service. Did Represen-

tatives serve not longer than three years, and no one represent more than one Grand

Jurisdiction, more might be accomplished by this agency. The subject is submitted

to the Grand Lodge.

HALLS DEDICATED.

October 21st, I had the pleasure of dedicating a new hall for Paxton Lodge,

No. 416. The Temple, a fine three-story building, in which the hall is located,

is owned by Mt. Olivet Commandery, K. T., and does great credit to the

energy, taste and zeal of this association of Masons. In company with Rt. Emi-

nent Sir John L. White, Grand Commander, and under the escort ot De Molay

Commandery and De Molay Band, two very fine organizations, a pilgrimage was

made to and from Paxton. On arriving in Paxton, Mt. Olivet Commandery of

that place received and escorted the procession about the city. Very much of the

interests of the occasion were contributed by De Molay Commandery and Band.

In the evening, after the ceremonies of the day, a banquet was served to a large

assembly, after which the remainder of the evening was spent in addresses, music

and other exercises.

November nth, R. W. Bro. Owen Scott, as my proxy, dedicated the new hall for

La Harpe Lodge, No. 195. This is one of the best arranged and commodious

lodge-rooms in the State. Very elaborate arrangements had been made for the

entertainment of the large assembly present. Everything passed off harmoniously

and very pleasantly. Bro. Scott is credited with having delivered one of his very

best addresses in the evening.

December 3d, R. W. Bro. E. W. Wood, as my proxy, dedicated a very neat

and comfortable hall for Beacon Light Lodge, U. D., located at Norwood Park,

Cook County. This new lodge starts out full of zeal and determination, and a good

report from it may be expected. Bro. Wood reports a very enjoyable evening with

these brethren.

January 13th, R. W. Bro. L. C. Seeley, as my proxy, dedicated the new lodge-

room for Colchester Lodge, U. D., located at Colchester, McDonough County. The
ceremonies were witnessed by a large assembly. The members of this new lodge

are determined not to be behind their sister lodges, and are moving in the right

direction. The press speaks in glowing terms of the address delivered by Brother

Seeley on the occasion. A copy furnished me does the brother great credit.

January 20th, M. W. Bro. D. C. Cregier, as my proxy, dedicated the new hall

for Waukegan Lodge, No. 78, and delivered an eloquent and interesting address.

The brethren of this lodge have erected a Masonic Temple which is a credit to their

liberality and zeal for the institution of Masonry. There being no late train to the

city, Bro. Cregier was compelled to remain over night in Waukegan ; and I have it
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from first hands that he came near perishing from the intense cold, although occupy-

ing the " Bridal Chamber " at one of the hotels. The brethren and their ladies were

well pleased with the impressive manner in which the ceremonies of dedicating the

hall were periormed. The usual banfjuet followed, at which the reputation of the

Grand Lodge, for good scjuare work, did not suffer, by reason of a failure of its

representatives present.

CORNER .STONES PLACED.

May 19th, assisted by the Grand Lodge, I had the pleasure of laying the corner

stone of the Public Library Building, now in process of completion in the city of

Bloomington. The ceremonies of the day were of more than usual interest to me,

for the reason that Bloomington is my home, while the building would do credit to

any city.

There was a very large attendance ot societies, both civic and military. De
Molay Commandery, of Bloomington, and the Peoria Consistory did escoit duty, and

added very materially to the appearance of the procession, which was one of the

finest I have ever had the pleasure of witnessing.

The Craft of Bloomington and the various committees did themselves great

credit for the very complete arrangements of the day, which were carried out to per-

fection and without a single failure or disappointment in any of the details. The en-

tire Craft of the city united and worked together, harmoniously, to make the occas-

ion the grand success it was.

Our R. W. Grand Chaplain, Rev. Dr. IL W. Thomas, delivered a very elegant

and impressive oration, which was listened to with close attention by the vast multi-

tude in attendance.

The reputation of the institution of Masonry did not suffer on this occasion, but

on the contrary, it was fully sustained and much good done, as was proven by sub-

sequent events.

August 20th an emergent Grand Lodge was opened at East St. Louis, and the

corner stone of the new M. E. Church building, now in process of construction, was

laid by the officers of the Grand Lodge. The occasion was quite memorable for

the city. A very large number of people from the city and surrounding country were

present to witness the ceremonies. The Commandery from Belleville, and a mount-

ed company of Knights of Pythias, did escort duty. Much of the credit for the suc-

cessful carrying out of a rather elaborate and very interesting programme is due Rev.

Bro. S. P. Chapin, pastor of the church, who delivered a very pleasing address.

Addresses were also delivered by Bro. M. M. Stephens, mayor of the city, your

humble servant and others. The ceremonies were under the auspices of East St.

Louis Lodge, No. 504. The brethren of this lodge do nothing by halves. In

addition to the perfect arrangements for the occasion, an old fashioned barbecue was

provided, consisting in part of four roasted oxen, six sheep and six hogs. Some
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three or four 'thousand persons enjoyed this feast. The management of this, like the

management of the ceremonies of placing the corner stone, was almost perfect. I

have never witnessed so many persons fed with so much apparent ease and satisfac-

tion. The brethren of No. 504 are entitled to great credit for one of the most suc-

cessful demonstrations in my experience.

At the conclusion of the feast, Bro. R. A. Paschal, Secretary, made a very beau-

tiful address, and on behalf of the lodge presented your servant with a very elegant,

massive and beautifully engraved gold headed cane. I feel very proud of this, and

shall treasure it as a memento of one of the very pleasant episodes of my Masonic

experience. So long as memory serves me, I shall not forget the generous, kind-

hearted donors.

GRAND OFFICERS INSTALLED.

October 21st, on the occasion of the dedication of the Masonic Temple at

Paxton, I installed R. W. Bro. W. S. Hooper, Grand Orator.

November ist M. W. Bro. D. C. Cregier, as my proxy, installed W. Bro. J. H.

Dixon, Grand Steward.

August 26th I issued proxy to W. Bro. T. S. Mather, authorizing him to install

W. Bro. R. D. Lawrence, Grand Steward.

CHARLESTON, S. C, RELIEF FUND.

February 11 I received an urgent appeal from M. W. Bro. J. Adgar Smyth,

Grand Master of Masons in South Carolina, for the relief of the sufferers by the

disastrous earth-quake which almost destroyed the city of Charleston last summer.

The large amount contributed by the Craft for the relief of these sufferers—two

hundred dollars of which had been contributed September 14, 1886 by this Grand

Lodge—was exhausted, and further assistance was absolutely necessary.

February i8th the Committee on Charity drew an order on the Charity

Fund for the sum of two hundred dollars, which amount was forwarded to M. W.
Bro. Smyth, who in due time acknowledged the same in elo(iuent and feeling

terms.

A W. M. DEPOSED FROM OFFICE.

August 9th, very reluctantly, after every reasonable resource to prevent it had

been exhausted, I deposed W. Bro. Jonathan Tefft from the office of W. M. of

Clintonville Lodge, No. 511, for disregarding instructions from the Grand East, con-

tempt for the Grand Master and misrepresentation of facts. It was only after a

rather contemptuous invitation to do so, that he was removed ; sentence to continue

in force during the pleasure of the Grand Lodge. The gavel was placed in the
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hands of the S. W. of the lodge. I regret very much the necessity of this action,

yet could not see how less could be done consistent with the honor and dignity of

the office of Grand Master.

A W. M. RESTORED TO OFFICE.

November 26th I restored W. Bro. J. Alex. Montgomery to his former position

of W. M., of Rock Island Lodge, No. 658, from which he was deposed last year.

In deference to the wishes of a number of the members of the lodge, and believing

that it would be for the very best interests of all concerned, I cheerfully restored the

brother to his former position. Subsequent events, however, proved it to be a very

unfortunate proceeding and most disastrous to the lodge. It was only through the

intervention of influential brethren, in and out of the lodge, that it was saved from

DUPLICATE CHARTER ISSUED.

January 28th a duplicate charter was issued to Aurora Lodge, No. 254. The

old one had become so defaced that it was scarcely legible.

CHARTER RETORNED.

October 12th, the charter of Elizabeth Lodge, No. 276, was restored. It will

be remembered that the charter of this lodge was arrested last year for the invasion

of the jurisdiction of Cave-in-Rock Lodge, No. 444. The case was reported to the

Grand Lodge, and by it referred back to the Grand Master with power to act. The

charter was returned after harmony had been restored between the two lodges, and

after Elizalieth Lodge, No. 276, had made suital:)le apology to No. 444, and promised

faithfully not to repeat the offense. >

LODGES REFERRED TO GRAND MASTER WITH POWER TO ACT.

In the matter of Hamilton Lodge, No. 563, and Sheffield Lodge, No. 678, re-

ferred, at the last session, to the Grand Master with power to act, I need only say,

that after mature deliberation and farther investigation, I became fully satisfied that

it would be best for all concerned, and the members of these lodges in particular,

that the affairs of these lodges be closed up, their names and numbers be erased from

the roll of lodges, and so ordered.

CHARTERS SURRENDERED.

January ist, Bro. W. G. Diddle, W. M. of Butler Lodge, No. 459, infonned me

that his lodge was in a dormant condition; but little interest taken by the very few

members left, and that he wished to surrender the charter. After a full investiga-

tion the charter was surrendered to R. W. Bro. W. T. Vandeveer, D. D. G. Master

of the district, who took charge of the effects of the lodge May i8th, and turned them

over to the Grand Secretary.
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January 14th, Centre Lodge, No. 694, located at Pana, Christian County, voted

to surrender its charter, which was accordingly done Fel)ruary 7th, K. W. Brother

Vandeveer turning its effects over to the Grand Secretary.

May 27th, R. W. Bro. Samuel Rawson was instructed to take charge of the

effects of Venice Lodge, No. 621, located at Venice, Madison County, the lodge

having voted to surrender its charter. Accordingly, May 5th, Bro. Rawson visited

the lodge, took charge of its effects, and expressed them to the Grand Secretary.

This lodge voted to surrender its charter August 21, 1S86. After this date the Grand

Lodge dues were paid, the W. M., as representative, sat in Grand Lodge and drew

his mileage and per diem. I think it only necessary to state that ^16.50 were paid

as Grand Lodge dues, while the mileage and per diem to the representative amounted

to ^31.80. After a thorough investigation of the subject, I am fully persuaded that

"mileage and per diem" keeps not a few lodges alive that would otherwise cease to

exist ; and that fully one hundred lodges of this jurisdiction could be spared without

in the least affecting the welfare of the Craft only for good.

CHARTERS FORFEITED.—PITTSFIELD, NO. 56.

October 27th I took charge of the charter of Pittsfield Lodge, No. 56, it being

forfeited by non-payment of Grand Lodge dues. I regretted very much the neces-

sity for this action. Our Grand Law By-Law on the subject is mandatory and there

was no choice. When a lodge fails to pay Grand Lodge dues for two successive

years its "functions must be suspended."

The one fact that served to render the duty less unpleasant was the full assur-

ance that it would be for the best interest of all concerned.

From childhood I grew up in the vicinity of this lodge. I have known well its

leading members. From some of them I received my first impressions of the

beauties and impressiveness of some of our public ceremonies. I can never forget

the impressive manner in which our funeral ceremonies were rendered by Brother

Michael J. Noyes, of Pittsfield Lodge. Although a mere boy, I then determined to

know more of the beauties of Masonry as soon as I consistently could. I then had

and always will have the most profound respect and veneration for this good old

brother, who long years since was gathered to his fathers-. Full of years and honors

and while enjoying the full confidence and esteem of his brethren and the entire

community in which he lived, he passed away respected by all, but by none so much
as by his Masonic brethren, save those who were near and dear to him by kindred

ties.

I had been fully advised of the gradual decay of this lodge for the past seven

years, and know that honest effort was made to avert the calamity which finally

sealed its doom. I regret also to know that this Grand Lodge, unconsciously, con-

tributed to the final disruption of the lodge.
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Tlie best members of lliis lodge made an effort to rid the lodge of a disreputable,

profane and drunken member, whose hands were stained with the blood of a fellow

being. Failing to do this, the powers of the Grand Lodge were evoked to assist in

doing that which the lodge alone was powerless to do ; but unfortunately the wrong

was sustained, and the death knell of the lodge was sounded. Reputable and order

loving members who could no longer stand the stigma and scorn heaped upon the lodge

by the outside world, failed to attend lodge, so that for years it was difficult to secure

a quorum. The secretary could scarcely collect dues enough to pay the ordinary

expenses of the lodge. I have in my possession a full history of the troubles in this

lodge during the past seven years, which finally lead to its destruction. This is

signed by four or five Past Masters of the lodge, who are among the best citizens of

the city and county.

I refer to this matter at some length to emphasize the fact that the Grand Lodge

sliould be exceedingly careful before it lends its immense influence to sustain that

which is wrong. I am fully conscious that this Grand Lodge would not, knowingly,

do the slightest wrong, nor sustain any brother in a course of life not in harmony with

the principles cf Masonry. No one can have higher appreciation of the honor, in-

telligence and dignity of the members of this Grand Lodge. It has been my delight

to boast of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. Others have done the same. I shall

always remember the remarks of M. W. Bro. Gurney, at the last session of this

Grand Lodge which he was permitted to attend. After looking over the assembly

of intelligent brethren, he said to me ;
" The Grand Lodge of Illinois is an elegant

body of men. The line of officers are without exception brethren good and true.

Be sure that the line is not broken by unworthy brethren." Knowing this, and

appreciating it as highly as any brother could, I also know that we may unwittingly

lend our influence to support wrong influences, and sincerely urge more caution

when matters of import and the principles of Masonry are involved.

COOPER LODGE, NO. 489.

October 27th the functions of Cooper Lodge, No. 489, suspended. It had also

forfeited its charter by not paying Grand Lodge dues. This lodge was in a dormant

condition, no interest manifested on the part of its members, and no reason why it

should longer continue in existence.

HANOVER LODGE, NO. 3OO.

January 7th, the charter of this lodge was surrendered to R. W. Bro. E. T. E.

Becker. It had been practically dormant for a long time. No meeting for six

months, and no degree conferred for ten or twelve years. It seemed to be cumber-

ing the ground to the detriment of the Craft in that community. Last year this

lodge paid ;?io.5o Grand Lodge dues, while the Grand Lodge paid its representa-

tive 521.20.
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ELKHART LODGE, NO. 545.

February 21 the Charter of this lodge forfeited, ami its functions suspended. In

December W. Bro. Ellis W. Elden wrote me giving an account of the troubles in

his lodge which lead to its destruction. It seems that one of the members, a very

unworthy brother, became a terror to the community and especially to the members

of the lodge. I think it best not to mention the crimes committed as well as

attempted, nor to say much about his thieats. Bro. Elden in the discharge of his

duty as W. M., ordered the Junior Warden to prefer charges against the unruly brother;

but this officer was so fearful that his life might be taken, that he absolutely refused

to prefer the charges. Nor was this all—there was not a member in the lodge who

was willing to come forward and bring the brother to trial. There seems to have

been a reign of terror among the members, who refused to attend the meetings of

the lodge, so that no cjuorum could be had. Consequently there was no election of

officers.

After a thorough investigation by R. W. Bro. C. F. Tenney, District Deputy, I

concluded that it would be best to suspend the functions of the lodge, and allow

matters to rest for the lime. I trust that the Grand Lodge may see to it that the brother

who has never learned to subdue his passions may be properly disciplined.

GRANT LODGE, NO. 452.

July 2ist the charter of this lodge surrendered to R. W. Bro. C. M. Forman,

District Deputy, after a thorough investigation. This lodge had held no meeting for

more than a year. No election of officers at the proper time. It was bankrupt, in

debt and had executions standing against it. I think that nothing more need be

said with reference to this lodge.

LEMONT LODGE, NO. 708.

September 7th the charter of this lodge was taken by R. W. Bro. Thos.

G. Morris, District Deputy, and forwarded to the Grand Secretary.

August nth Bro. Thos. J. Huston, M. W , wrote me that his lodge had not had

a (piorum for nearly a year; that it was in debt, bankrupt, and wanted to surrender

its charter. There seemed to be nothing to do but take charge of the effects of the

lodge.

DARWIN LODGE, NO. 55 1.

August 25th the charter and effects of this lodge were turned over to R. W.
Bro. John Von Gunten, District Deputy, and forwarded to the Grand Secretary.

Under date of July 17, Bro. Edward Pearce, W. M., wrote me that his lodge

was in a dormant condition. There had been no election of officers, and but thirteen

members. The trouble with this lodge seemed to be its limited jurisdictibn and

scarcity of proper material.
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CHARTERS ARRESTED.—COBDEN LODGE, NO. 466.

The attention of this Grand Lodge was called last year, not only by tiie Grand

Master, but also by the Committee on Petitions, to a state of affairs in this lodge that,

in the language of the Committee on Petitions, "must make the angels weep." So

grave were the charges against this lodge, that the Grand Lodge saw proper to refer

the question of arresting its charter to the Grand Master, with power to act.

In order that I might fully understand the facts in the case, and be able to act

advisedly, I appointed a commission, consisting of R. W. Brethren John C. White,

C. M. Forman and John Von Gunten, Jr., with power to make a thorough investiga-

tion of all the facts that might have a bearing on the case, to the end that justice

might be done all parties concerned. The commission visited Cobden,and for three

days and evenings was busy taking evidence. That the business might be facilitated,

a stenographer was employed. The report of the commission was received Febru-

ary 7th. This shows a state of morals in the community, and among the members

of the lodge, truly to be deplored. Very much of what has been commonly prac-

ticed by members of the lodge should not be tolerated in a civilized community. In

view of all the facts and circumstances connected with the case, I considered it to

be my imperative duty to suspend the functions of the lodge, and did so May i6th.

Although the \V. M. was instructed to forward the charter to me at once, it was not

received until May 31st. Soon after this I learned that the lodge had been holding

meetings after its charter had been arrested. June 17th I wrote to the W. M., Bro.

J. P. Reese, inquiring as to the truth of the rumors. To this communication he

failed to reply. July 7th I again wrote to W. Bro. Reese, asking him to explain his

conduct, and to answer my former communication. July 14th I finally heard from

him, offering a feeble apology for his conduct, and admitting that his lodge held a

stated communication on Friday evening, four days after the functions of the lodge

had been suspended. At this meeting business was transacted and the money in the

treasury appropriated to defend the lodge before the Grand Lodge. Bro. Reese

says that some brother suggested that this could not be legally done, and the matter

dropped. Two days later the lodge met in special communication and buried a

deceased brother, which might very readily be excused were it not for the very

apparent intention of treating the orders of the Grand Master with contempt and

disrespect. Strange as it may appear, it was ten days after this before the charter

was finally surrendered. September 27th the suspension of the functions of this

lodge was made permanent, and its name and number ordered stricken from the

register of lodges.

PROVIDENCE LODGE, NO. 7 1 1.

This is the lodge that indulged in the picnic at Twin Lakes, as I remember,

in Wisconsin, over a year ago, and about which so much has been said. There was

so much adverse criticism and censure of some of the members of this lodge, who

were charged with being engaged in a drunken brawl, it was thought best by the
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Grand Lodge, at its last session, to refer the matter to the Grand Master, with power

to act. Accordingly, December 28th, I appointed a commission consisting of R. W.

Brethren Ira W. Buell, Thos. G. Morris and E. W. Wood, and authorized it to make

a thorough investigation of all that had been charged against the lodge, not only on

the occasion of the picnic, but all other facts in connection with doings of the lodge

or its members, that might assist in determining the true status of affairs in the lodge.

February 14th the commission submitted its report, which was very voluminous,

and covering all the points that could have any bearing on the character and stand-

ing of the lodge and its individual members. This report shows that the charges

were well founded, and that things transpired on the day of the excursion to Wis-

consin, that could not but make the face of a true Mason tingle with shame.

The evidence, taken as a whole, is very damaging to the lodge. In addition

to the evidence submitted by the committee, I accumulated considerable

evidence from other sources. Not a little of this was from the W. M. of the lodge,

who visited me within a few days after the disturbance at Twin Lakes, and who bore

unmistakable evidence of having been very badly bruised and maltreated.

I have also evidence showing practices while preparing candidates and during

the ceremonies of conferring degrees, that would not be tolerated in respectable

society. During the ceremonies of conferring the third degree, and in the most

solemn and sublime part thereof, liberties have been taken with the person of the

candidate which are too revolting to mention here, and that without protest or objec-

tion on the part of any member of the lodge, although in full sight of all. Suffice

it to say that I could not consistently do otherwise than suspend the functions of the

lodge, which I did May i6th. The suspension of the functions of thi* lodge was

made permanent September 27th, and its name and number ordered erased from the

register of lodges.

CHAPEL HILL LODGE, NO. 7I9.

April 26th a statement was filed with me setting forth that this lodge had

appealed to the lodges of the jurisdiction for aid for the relief of the widow and

orphans of a deceased member, and that after the funds were received they were

converted to other uses. An investigation of the facts byR. W. Bro. C. M. Forman,

showed that the facts sustained the charges ; that the money had been collected for

the purpose stated, but before it was turned over to the widow, her wants had been

supplied from another source, and the money was not needed for the purpose for which

it had been collected. The lodge finally concluded to disburse it among members

of the lodge who were creditors of the deceased. This was accordingly done. I

at once suspended the functions of the lodge and ordered the W. M. to return the

money to the lodges that had so generously contriliuted. This was promptly done,

after which I became fully convinced that the lodge acted hastily, ill-advisedly, and

really intended no wrong. A cheerful compliance was accorded every requirement.

After promises for the future, I restored the charter, with censure of the lodge

and W. M.
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VIENNA LODGE, NO. I50.

%

June 5tli I received a communication from a member of this lodge inquiring

whether " Charges could be sustained against a Mason who disbelieves the Bible,

and who does not believe in the God of the same?" I assured the brother that

charges should be sustained against such brother and he promptly exjielled.

I subseciuently learned that a number of the members of Vienna Lodge be-

longed to a society which disbelieved the Bible and denied the existence of the God
of the same. The president of the society, Bro. John S. Crum, sometime previous

published an address, which had been delivered, on the subject of the Bible and the

God of the Bible, but which bore for a title the startling words: "Believe or Be

Damned." In this he takes great delight in making light of the Book of Books, as

well as of the God of our fathers.

I need only quote one sentence from his address: "I therefore pronounce the

first sentence in this old Jewish book a falsehood." The sentence to which reference

is had, as will be remembered, is a part of our ritual, from the " Great Light in

Masonry," and has reference to our Supreme Grand Master. This is a sample of the

address. The doctrine of this atheistic society has crept into the lodge, and unless

speedily checked must effect the welfare and reputation of the Fraternity very seriously

in the community where it is located.

Bro. Crum was placed on trial, at which R. W. Bro. James A. Rose presided,

and although found guilty on one specification, the lodge refused to fix a penalty.

This being reported to me, I immediately suspended the functions of the lodge.

Pending the trial, Bro. Crum preferred charges against W. Bro. H. L.

Arnold, Master of the lodge, for permitting a sectarian question to be presented

to the lodge for consideration. These were at once dismissed, with the assurance to

Bro. Crum that, in my opinion, any Mason holding such views as his, ought never to

see the inside of a Masonic lodge. In reply to this, he requested me to submit the

case, fairly, to the Grand Lodge. This I have done, and urgently request that it

receive that attention its merits demand.

INVASION OF JURISDICTION—HAVANA LODGE, NO. 88.

Last year this lodge filed with me a complaint against Southren Lodge, U. D.,

located at Los Angeles, California. The complaint was referred to M. W. Brother

Jonathan Deane Ilines, Grand Master of Masons in that jurisdiction. Although re-

peated efforts were made, not a word was received from him in answer, nor could I

succeed in having the papers returned. These facts were reported to the Grand

Lodge at its last session. Through the Committee on Jurisprudence, the Grand

Master was instructed to try again to get an explanation. March 23d I corresponded

witk M. W. Bro. Edmund C. Atkinson, the present Grand Master of Masons in
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California, who very promptly and satisfactorily explained, that in accordance with

the law of that jurisdiction, any lodge could receive and act upon the petition of a

rejected candidate after one year, without reference to where he had been rejected
;

and that Southren Lodge, U. D.,had not violated any law of that jurisdiction. Thus

ended tlie matter. Here is a direct conflict of authority between two Grand Juris-

dictions which may, in the future, prove very disastrous to the best interests of the

Craft in this country. While I fully concede to each Grand Lodge the right to

make its own laws, and to apply them in its own jurisdiction, yet T cannot escape

the conviction that each should respect the regulations of the other, so far as not to

apply them to rejected candidates, as in the case under consideration.

STRATTON LOnCE, NO. 408.

January 19th I received a complaint from this lodge, stating that Sandlord

Lodge, No. 330, of the Jurisdiction of Indiana, had invaded its jurisdiction by re-

ceiving the petition of a candidate residing within its territory. The matter was

referred to M. W. J. Mortimer Nye, Grand Master of Masons in Indiana, through

whose influence the question was very amicably and satisfactorily adjusted, the

lodge in Indiana surrendering the candidate.

HAZEL DELL LnDGE, NO. 580.

January 22d I received a communication from the secretary of this lodge, stat-

ing that Greenup Lodge, No. 125, had invaded the territory of their lodge by initi-

ating a candidate residing in the jurisdiction of No. 580. As there was a question

as to which lodge had jurisdiction, I directed that if necessary, a survey be made.

June 7th the matter had not been settled, although waiver of jurisdiction had been

requested by No. 125, but not granted at that date. I trust the matter has been

amicalily settled.

BELVIDERE I,ODGE, NO. 6o.

January 28th the W. M. of this lodge complained that Cherry Valley Lodge,

No. 173, had trespassed on the jurisdiction of his lodge by initiating a candidate

residing within its territory. This complaint was referred to R. W. l!ro. Jacob Krohn,

who made a thorough investigation and reported no cause for complaint, as the can-

didate belonged to Cherry Valley Lodge, and the matter was disposed of satisfactorily

to all concerned.

UNION LODGE, NO. 627.

February 29th Bro. W. B. Elmore, of this lodge, complained that his lodge had

received the petition of a candidate residing within the jurisdiction of another lodge,

and would not delay action until the matter could be settled. This was referred to

R. W. Bro. James A. Rose for investigation. No report received.
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SOUTH PARK LODGE, NO. 662.

The following communication received Sept. 4tli from W. Bro. R. H. Garrigue

explains itself. From this it will be seen that the Grand Jurisdiction of Illinois has

been invaded by a lodge working under a charter from the Grand Lodge of Scotland :

Hyde Park, III., Sept. 3d, 1887.

Most Worshipful Grand Master Grand Lodge of Illinois, A. F. & A. M.

:

l'Vorshi/>/'nl Sir and Brother : As the Worshipful Master of South P.irk Lodge, No. 662, I

desire to submit the following for your consideration and official opinion as to my proper course,

viz : Mr. John Fairley Allan, a native of Scotland arrived in this country about the year 1876 ; in

due time became a naturalized citizen of the United States, and became a resident of the State of

Illinois, where he has exercised the rights of citizenship to my personal knowledge and acquaintance

in a friendly way for over four years past. His wife, also a native of Scotland, returned to her

home about a year since for a year's sojourn. Mr. Allan in April last visited Scotland to bring

home his wife and family. Most of Mr. Allan's friends and relatives are Masons of high standing

in the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and prevailed upon Mr. Allan, immediately on

his arrival at his old home, " to join the Masons." Innocently this " invitation (?)
" was accepted.

Mr. Allan petitioned Lodge Lindores, No. 106, and by dispensation of the Grand Lodge of Scotland

was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in due form, as testified by the enclosed diploma.

Being a novice, the natural inclination is to visit the nearest lodge to his residence, which is South

Park, No. 662. Mr. Allan is a friend socially of four years standing—thoroughly straightforward

man, and, I believe, innocent of any intentional wrong. I have refused him admission to South

Park Lodge pending an investigation, and, acting under my advice, he will not attempt to visit any

Masonic Lodge for the present. I am personally responsible for the return of enclosed diploma,

and forward same to you in trust likewise. Mr. Allan has never petitioned a lodge for the degrees

in this country or any other, except as above stated. Kindly instruct me in the premises:

I. Is Mr. Allan technically a Master Mason such as I can officially recognize?

1 If not, is there a way by which he can legally become such ?

3. Will you assist me in bringing him properly into the fold, as he is good material for the

Order at large. Fraternally yours,

[Signed] R. H. GARRIGUE, W. M.

The diploma referred to was issued by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, over the

date of "6 day of June in the year of our Lord, 1887, and of Light 5891." It is

signed by D. Murry Lyon, Grand Secretary, under seal of the Grand Lodge of Scot-

land. I have thought best to simply refer the matter to the Grand Lodge.

April 20th an appeal was taken from the action of Aroma Lodge, No. 378, in

acquitting Bro. Gilbert E. Beebe, a member of the lodge, who had been tried on a

charge of drunkenness while visiting the lodge at Kankakee. An investigation

showed that the evidence was conclusive against the brother, although the lodge had

failed to secure it.

The verdict of the lodge was set aside, and a new trial ordered, at which the

brother was suspended for one year.
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June 26th I received an appeal from the action of Paris Lodge, No. 268, by R.

W. Bro. Joseph E. Dyas. It seems that this lodge was in process of disciplining a

number of its members for non payment of dues. At the trial a number of delin-

quents had been suspended, after which the cases of a number were continued.

Before the lodge closed, however, a motion was made, entertained and carried, that

the case of one of the brethren suspended, during the evening, be reconsidered. After

which another motion was adopted continuing the case until a future date. From

this action of the lodge Bro. Dyas appealed, on the ground that after the brother

was declared suspended, all the forms of law having been complied with, it was too

late to reconsider the vote ; that the only remedy the brother had was to pay his

dues to the lodge and petition for reinstatement.

The appeal was sustained ; the action of the lodge, so far as related to recon-

sidering the vote by which the brother was suspended was concerned, set aside, and

the brother declared suspended from all the rights and privileges of the lodge.

February 8th I received an appeal, signed by five members, from the action of

Empire Lodge, No. 126, in declaring Bro. A. W. White restored to all the rights

and privileges of Masonry. It was claimed that there were but thirteen members

present, and five votes against the restoration. R. W. Bro. C. F. Hitchcock made a

thorough investigation, and found the facts to be as charged. The action of the

lodge was set aside and a new vote ordered, which failed to reinstate the brother.

May 4th Bro. John il. Cowan, S. W. of Apollo Lodge, No. 642, filed an appeal

from the action of the W. M. of the lodge, Bro. W. H. Reid, in initiating a candi-

date over his objection. I appointed a committee, consisting of R. W. W. K. For-

syth, and W. Bros. Peter Daggy and L. B. Dixon. An investigation proved the

charges fully sustained. It was also developed that there was much jealousy, rivalry

and feeling existing between a number of the members. Bro-. Reid very candidly

and freely admitted his errors, and promised better for the future. I met the breth-

ren of this lodge between whom there were dilTerences, in the presence of R. W.
Bro. Forsyth. After a thorough understanding and apology from Bro. Reid, the

brethren all shook hands and agreed that all difierences should be buried, not to be

referred to again. The troubles all grew out of transacting the business of the lodge

at a special meeting. After harmony was restored, I legalized the business transact-

ed at the special meeting, censured the W. M., and dismissed the case. All the

parties professed to be thoroughly satisfied.

October nth Bro. I. F. Albright appealed from the action of Grand Chain

Lodge, No. 660, in suspending him on a charge of striking a brother of the same

lodge. The evidence showed that Bro. Albright and Bro. R. E. Metcalf had en-

gaged in a quarrel at a saloon. The evidence being clear that Bro. Albright was

the aggressor, he was suspended. The appeal was dismissed, and the action of the

lodge sustained.

August 22d Bro. Ivory H. Pike appealed from the action of Wade-Barney

Lodge, No. 512, in suspending him for non payment of dues. The evidence showed
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that the second notice was sent through the mail, and not served personally as re-

(juired Ijy law. Also that one stated communication had not intervened between the

date of the second notice and time fixed for trial, as also required. The appeal was

sustained ; the action of the lodge decided to be irregular and unlawful, and that

Bro. Ivory H. Pike was still a member of the lodge.

COMPLAINTS, DISCIPLINE, ETC.

October 2oth Bro. R. G. Gibson, tiled formal complaint against Mason Lodge,

No. 217, charging that a candidate had been initiated over his objection. R. W.
Bro. White, to whom the case was referred, made a thorough investigation, which

resulted in the charges being withdrawn, and harmony being fully restored.

November 23d R. W. Bro. Owen Scott, as my proxy, visited Heyworth Lodge,

No. 25 1, for the purpose of harmonizing differences among its members, or failing to do

this, arrest the charter. Dissentions had been rife in this lodge for a long time. Two
factions had grown up, one arrayed against [^the other, until there was no harmony

where all should have been brotherly love and kindness.

Through the efficient services of Bro. Scott, peace and harmony were fully

restored among the members, all past differences amicably adjusted, and the lodge

greatly strengthened and benefitted. The lodge is now in a very prosperous condi-

tion.

December i6th W. Bro. Wm. S. Moseley filed formal complaint against mem-

bers of his lodge, charging that while they were members of New Liberty Lodge,

U. D., they collected money and wrongfully held it. This serious charge was referred

to R. W. Bro. James A. Rose. Up to dale no report received.

December i6th Bro. C. F. Gilbert stated that Sheba Lodge, No. 200, was meet-

ing in an unsafe room ; that what was said in the lodge above could be distinctly

heard in the store-room below; that the tally of an election for officers of the lodge

was as correctly and fully kept in the store-room below as it was in the lodge room

above, and that altogether it was a very unsafe place in which to practice the rites of

Masonry. The facts fully sustained the charges. The lodge was instructed to make

the room secure at once, which was done, and to the satisfaction of all.

December 29th I received a communication from a member of a neighboring

lodge, stating that charges had been preferred against the W. M. elect of Sheba

Lodge, No. 200, and that the trial was purposely being delayed for the purpose of

preventing his installation. The facts being clearly proven as charged, I ordered the

W. M. to proceed with the trial, which was done, the brother acquitted and in due

time installed.

January 1st I received a formal complaint from Bro. J. E. Austin, a member of

Livingston Lodge, No. 371, residing at Holdrege, Nebraska, charging that the lodge

would not grant him a dimit, although he had paid all the dues charged against him



1887.] Grand Lodge of Illinois. 58

and one dollar extra to pay for dimit. This was referred to the W. M., Bro. C. L.

I'almer, who reported that the brotliier was not clear on the lodge books, and that

charges were being preferred. The matter was referred to R. W. Bro. W. L. Milli-

gan, who made a thorough investigation, and reported that there was nothing against

Bro. Austin ; that his dues were paid and no charges pending. It was learned,

howeter, that the brother was indebted to the lodge in a considerable sum for rents,

which he was unable to pay, and for which the lodge had accepted several promis-

sory notes, none of which were due. It was very clear that the lodge was using its

influence as a collecting agency, and in violation of the laws of this Grand Lodge,

I ordered the W. M. to issue the dimit at once, which was done.

January 17th, formal charges were preferred against the W. M. of Leland Lodge,

No. 558, claiming that while abundantly able to do so, he had refused for years to

pay his dues, and that the lodge was in a very unsatisfactory condition. R. W. Bro.

Milligan visited the lodge, and found the facts as charged. The W. M. professed to

be somewhat indignant, and intimated that it was none of the business of the Grand

Master whether he paid his dues or not, so long as the Grand Lodge dues of his

lodge were paid. Bro. Milligan very kindly volunteered to impart to him some

light and knowled'ge, after which he concluded that it might be best for him to com-

ply with the law which others are expected to obey, and which he had solemnly

sworn to see executed. At the following election, another brother was elected

W. M.

January 25th the Secretary of Pre-emption Lodge, No. 755, wrote me that a

member of his lodge had married his brother's daughter, and inquired whether or no

it was a Masonic offense, and especially if the brother now resided in a State that

legalized such marriages. To this I answered that such a marriage was a very seri-

ous Masonic offense, constituting the crime of incest, and that a Mason who would

commit such a crime should at once be expelled from all the rights and privileges of

Masonry, and requested that I be informed of the action of the lodge. As nothing

since has been heard from the lodge, it is to be feared that it has too much sympatliy

with the " Twin relic," and nothing has been done. Should this prove true, I am
persuaded that one less lodge in this jurisdiction can be tolerated and to the advant-

age of all.

January 25th Bro. Geo. H. Frizzell, Secretary of Wright's Grove Lodge, No.

779, informed me that Keystone Lodge, No. 639, had trespassed on the jurisdiction

of his lodge by initiating a candidate who is a resident within the jurisdiction

of No. 774.

The complaint was referred to R. W. Bro. E. W. Wood, since which time I

have heard nothing of the case.

February 5th Bro. J. F. Gulp wrote me that Mason City Lodge, No. 403, had

indulged in a mixed funeral, against the will and wish of a number of the members,

who thought it to be wrong. This case was referred to R. W. L. W. Shepherd, Deputy

for the district, who visited the lodge and found the facts as charged. The W. M.

7i
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claimed ignorance of the law, and disclaimed any intentional wrong. Bro. Shep-

herd gave the lodge some good, wholesome advice, after which the complaint was

dismissed.

February 9th a member of Rockford Lodge, No. 102, entered a complaint

against the W. M. of the lodge, claiming that degrees were not conferred in full;

that some of the important parts were omitted. R. W. Bro. Krohn visited the

lodge and found matters as charged. The real trouble came from the fact of the

incompetency of the \V. M. The officers of the lodge were admonished as to their

duties, and after a strong promise of compliance therewith, the matter was dismissed.

This case illustrates the inconsistency of our law that requires the Master of a

proposed new lodge to furnish evidence of qualification, and then permits the lodge

at its first election to select some brother for the office of W. M., who has very little,

if any, knowledge of the ritual, with which he should be perfectly familiar. One of

the strong points that Masonry can boast of is its esoteric ritual. Let this be thor-

oughly understood by the officers of our lodges, and we need have no fears for the

perpetuity of our ancient Institution. It is the lodge that knows but little of the

beauties or impressiveness of our ritual when properly rendered, that languishes and

dies—as it properly should.

February 19th it was represented to me that the Secretary of Edwardsville

Lodge, No. 99, on the evening that he should have been installed, appeared at the

lodge room in a drunken condition. On being assured of the fact, I set aside his

election, and ordered the election of a brother who had more respect for himself

and the institution of Masonry than to appear in public in a state of intoxication.

The W. M. was also instructed to discipline the brother for his misconduct, which

was done. I am very glad to know that so long as such members as Bro. Thomas

M. Grossman are at the head of our lodges, the interests of Masonry will be pro-

tected.

February 19th, a communication from the Secretary of Kansas Lodge, No. 280,

states that his lodge requested Newman Lodge, No. 369, to confer a degree for it,

and that No. 369 did so, but charged 35-00 more than the candidate should have

paid, or than was charged by Kansas Lodge, and that Newman Lodge refused to

correct the mistake. After being satisfied as to the facts in the case, I directed New-

man Lodge to return the extra amount collected, which was done.

February 12th, a communication from Bro. H. A. Shermerhorn states that in the

absence of the W. M., and both Wardens of Waterman Lodge, No. 728, members

of the lodge met and conferred the third degree. R. W. Brethren Jacob Krohn and

L. L. Munn, in the absence of the District Deputy of the district, visited the lodge

and found the facts as charged. The brethren who had violated the law professed

ignorance, and strongly disclaimed any intentional wrong, and were quite penitent

and sorry for what had been done. Bro. Krohn, being invested with power to act,

concluded that it would be best to dismiss the case, with a warm admonition to be

more cautious in the future.
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August 17th, Bro. F. M. Furlong, of Blazing Star Lodge, No. 458, states that

members of his lodge, in the absence of the Master and both Wardens, opened the

lodge and conferred the first degree. This case was somewhat aggravated, as there

was an almost apparent intention to violate the law. I instructed the W. M. to see

to it that the offending brethren be properly disciplined. Under date of September

i6th, Bro. Furlong writes me that charges were preferred as directed, and that at the

time fixed for trial the lodge voted, unanimously, to dismiss the charges, claiming

"that if the work done was good, it was un-Masonic to punish brethren for doing

good work." Here is a lodge that violates the Grand Lodge By-Laws, and sets at

defiance the instructions of the Grand Master. It seems that two visiting brethren

were present and assisted in conferring the degree, viz : Bro. John H. Perry, of

Fellowship Lodge, No. 89, and Bro. John H. Farris, of Herrin's Prairie Lodge, No.

693. I trust that the Grand Lodge will take such action in this case as its merits

demand, to the end that justice may be done and the principles ot Masonry vindicated.

February 21st, a complaint from Raven Lodge, No. 303, states that the trial of

three members had been postponed for over a year, and that the Committee on Peti-

tions for the degrees had made no report after months of delay. This case was re-

ferred to R. W. Bro. C. Puffer, who visited the lodge and succeeded in restoring

harmony among the members.

February 22d, Bro. F. J. Filbert, Secretary of Palatine Lodge, No. 314, states

that a suspended member of his lodge died at or near Pullman, and was buried by

Palace Lodge, No. 765, at Palatine, without the knowledge of that lodge. The W.
M., Bro. A. McLachlin, admitted all that was charged, but claimed that he did not

know that the deceased brother was a suspended Mason. It is somewhat strange

that a lodge of Masons, under any circumstances, would accompany the remains of a

deceased brother some forty miles and there bury them, almost at the door of the

lodge of which deceased was a member, and not say a word to that lodge. R. W.
Bro. Ira W. Buell visited this lodge, and I trust succeeded in imparting a sufficient

amount of Masonic information to the brethren to insure them against such a breach

of Masonic eticiuette in the future, to say nothing of the violation of Masonic law.

The brethren promised well and the case was dismissed.

December 23d a young man called at my office in Bloomington, and stated that

there was a young lady sick at his father's house, and requested that I call and see

her, and as her father was a Mason, his mother wanted the Masons to take her away
at once. I called and found a young lady, twenty years old, suffering with incipi-

ent pneumonia. It was further discovered that she was in a condition that would bet-

ter become a married lady. For this reason the demand was urgent that she be

removed at once.

The girl had a long story to tell, and this she repeated to every one who would

listen to her. She stated that her father was a Mason, and a member of Mason City

Lodge, No. 403; that her mother died a few years since, and that her father had

married again, and that soon after she was driven from home ; that she could not
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return, and that her father refused to do anything for her. She was placed in the

hospital at the expense of the Craft of Bloomington. Bro. E. D. Bone, Chairman of

the Board of Relief, corresponded with Mason City Lodge, and found that the story

of the girl was substantially correct. The condition of the girl was made known to

the father, who was remonstrated with and every possible effort made to have him

understand the duty he owed to his child and to the Craft. He was informed of the

scandal and injury that was being done to the Fraternity by his daughter, but all to

no purpose. He declared that she should not enter his house, nor would he make

provision for her wants. She ajipealed to her parent in the most endearing terms

and beseeched him to come to her in lier hour of sorrow, misery and distress,

yet he heeded her not.

After his lodge had failed to do anything w itli him in the way of " good

counsel," I instructed that he be placed on trial for un-Masonic conduct. This

was done and the accused expelled.

December 13th I authorized an appeal for the relief of Bro. S. H. Hood,

of Moscow Lodge, No. 457. The appeal was dated December 8th. This was

couched in strong language, giving in detail the misfortunes that had befallen

this brother. The appeal was a sti^ong one, and I had no hesitation in endors-

ing it. I heard nothing more of the case until May 31st, when a member of a

neighboring lodge wrote me expressing doubts as to the necessity of it, or hon-

esty in the way it was sent out.

May 27th I issued a proxy to R. W. Bro. James A. Rose, authorizing him to

investigate the case. Owing to sickness in his family and other causes, he could

not attend to the matter at once. August nth two members of Moscow Lodge

wrote me that an appeal for the relief of Bro. Hood was not known to the

lodge, and that there must be something wrong about it. Finally Bro. H. L.

Arnold, W. M., of Vienna Lodge, No. 150, made a very thorough investigation

and submitted an excellent report. This shows that Bro. Hood prepared his

own appeal, used the seal of the lodge without authority, used the names of two

members of the lodge without their knowledge or consent in order to make up

a committee, sent out the appeal to the lodges of the State, and had remit-

tances sent to an adjoining post office, to one of the committee, and tlie only

member of tlie lodge that knew anything of the appeal except himself. Bro.

Hood stated to one member, since, that he received in contributions about two

hundred dollars. At the time of the investigation he could not be induced to be

present, nor to give any explanation of his conduct. September 3d I ordered the

lodge to place the brother on trial for deceiving the Grand Master, and imposing

upon his own and other lodges of the State, as well as for using the names of l^reth-

ren without authority. At this writing I have not been advised of the action of the

lodge.

May 26th Bro. John Kingston, of Star in the East Lodge, No. 166, filed a

formal complaint against the W. M. of his lodge, charging that a candidate had been
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initiated over his objection. I appointed a commission, consisting of R. W. Brethren

Jacob Krohn, E. L. Cronkrite and M. Stoskopf, of Freeport, to investigate the case.

After a thorough silting of the matter, which showed an old grudge between the ob-

jecting brother and candidate, the charges against the W. M., and tlic objections

to the candidate were withdrawn and liarmony restored.

May 3d, Bro. W. W. Cameron, of Asldar Lodge, No. 308, filed a formal com-

plaint against Ravenswood Lodge, No. 777, cliarging that the degrees in Masonry

were being conferred upon a very unworthy candidate. 1 stayed the advancement

of the brother, with the intention of having the complaint investigated. Pending

this, the lodge proceeded to try the candidate. The case having assumed such mag-

nitude, so far reacliing in its effects, and liad so much scandal mixed up with it, that

I deemed it best to attend the trial, wliich I did June 30th. Bro. Cameron was the

principal witness, and while giving his testimony in open lodge betrayed the animus

of the entire prosecution. He so far forgot the dignity that should characterize every

true member of the Craft as to be guilty of using profane language, and speaking

very disrespectfully of members of the lodge. Suffice it to say that the lodge voted

unanimously that the accused was not guilty. July 23d I authorized the lodge to

advance the candidate, feeling satisfied that there was no good reason for staying

him longer. August 9th I ordered the W. M. of Ashlar Lodge to i)lace Bro. Came-

ron on trial for unMasonic conduct. I presume that the trial, if not disposed of, is

now pending.

June i6th, in answer to an order for the officers elect of Cornell Lodge, No. 753,

for 1887, the W. M. wrote me that there had been no election held, which should have

occurred on the third Friday in December. The Secretary wrote that the old officers

were holding over, and claimed that they had a perfect right so to do. R. W. Bro.

W. L. Milligan, who investigated the matter, reported the facts as stated. I censured

the W. M. rather sharply, and ordered the lodge to take the necessary .steps to secure

a dispensation authorizing the election and installation of officers for the remainder

of the year, which was finally consummated.

July 7th I found it necessary to censure New Haven Lodge, No. 230, for con-

ferring and proposing to confer degrees for nothing. Although the Grand Lodge

By-Laws are plain and specific on this point, yet this lodge, and a few others, have

been in the habit of conferring the degrees upon ministers of the Gospel without fee.

New Haven Lodge had not only done so, but requested another lodge to do the same,

or waive jurisdiction over a minister in its jurisdiction, that the degrees might be con-

ferred without fee. My attention being called to this, and being assured of the truth

of the reports, I concluded to dismiss the case with a censure of the lodge, after a

full assurance that the offense would not be repeated.

The following communication, whicli explains itself, was received too late

—

Sept. 26t]i—to receive official consideration, and is submitted to tlie Grand Lodge

for such action as it may deem best :
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Hall of Russell Lodge, No. 154, Sept. 20, 1887.

M. W. Bro. a. T. Darrah, (Jrand Master :

At a regular communication of Russell Lodge, No. 154, F. & A. M., an irregularity occurred

conflicting with Masonic rules and regulations. The W. M. of Ridge Farm Lodge, No. 632, being

present, I requested him to occupy the East, and informed him that there was work in the second

degree. At the proper time a brother arose and reported the brother due for the third degree, which

was conferred. The brother was initiated, I think, in May, 1885, and had almost passed out of my
mind. After investigation and reference to the journal of the lodge, I ascertained that he had not

been passed to the second degree Acknowledging my error and oversight, I submit the case for

your consideration and order for correction. Awaiting your decision, I remain.

Respectfully and Fraternally,

W. M. HALL,
W. M., Russell Lodge, No. 154.

COURT RECORDS IN MASONIC TRIALS.

It is, doubtless, known to every member of this Grand Lodge, that a number of

persons—commonly called " boodlers "—were convicted recently by the courts in the

city of Chicago for very serious offenses. I regret very much to say that among the

number so convicted there were several members of our Fraternity. This has

been a source of gjreat annoyance to members of the Craft, and especially to the

lodges of which they were members.

Although convicted and sentenced—one doing service for the State at Joliet,

another a fugitive from justice—it looked as though they would escape discipline

in their respective lodges, for want of evidence to convict. It will be remembered

that the only evidence against these persons was furnished by witnesses who

were promised immunity on condition that they would "turn State's evidence." It

seems that these witnesses, as soon as their evidence was given, lost all interest in

the matter, and there was no way of compelling them to testify in a Masonic trial.

Under the circumstances, it looked much as though these criminals were likely to

escape a punishment they richly deserved.

In this dilemma, Jerseyville Lodge, No. 394, and Lincoln Park Lodge, No. 611,

appealed to me to know what they should do. On reflection it occurred to me that

these cases were exceptional, and that it would be an outrage upon the Fraternity

and the principles of Masonry, to allow such unworthy members of the Craft to

escape a discipline richly merited and urgently demanded by an outraged com-

munity.

These two lodges were instructed to admit, as evidence in the trial of these

criminals, the record of the court in which the conviction was had, the lodge to

judge of the weight this should have in determining the question of tlie guilt or

innocence of the accused.

I have not heard of the action, if any taken, by Jerseyville Lodge, but am

pleased to announce that Lincoln Park Lodge, September 9th, convicted and ex-

pelled one of the " boodlers." If he feels that an injustice has been done him, and
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he cares to return from the Dominion, he may appeal to this Grand Lodge and have

his wrongs made right. Since writing the aljove I learn that Jerseyville Lodge has

taken action, and expelled a member on similar evidence to that used in Lincoln

Park Lodge.

DECISIONS.

The following decisions are fraternally submitted :

1. Where one lodge confers a degree for another, the lodge that does the work

can only collect such fee as is charged by the lodge for which the work is done.

2. An insane brother cannot be disciplined for non payment of dues, nor can a

lodge charge an insane brother with dues. As an insane person is " practically dead to

the State," so an insane brother is practically dead to his lodge, to which he is not

amenable for his conduct during the time of his mental aberation. A lodge cannot

legally dimit an insane brother,' on the petition of a conservator or any other person.

If such brother did not wish to sever his connection with the lodge while he was

responsible, it would be an act of injustice to dimit him when he is wholly irre-

sponsible.

3. Seven Master Masons, exclusive of the Tyler, must be present before a lodge

can be opened on any degree. The Tyler, not being actually present, cannot be

counted as one of the seven.

4. An Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft, after moving into the jurisdiction

of Illinois, may petition the lodge in whose jurisdiction he resides, ior advancement,

at any time ; Provided, that the lodge that conferred the degree or degrees upon him

waives jurisdiction in favor of the lodge petitioned.

SCHOOLS OF INSTRUCTION.

During the past year Schools of Instruction have been held at Olney, Jerseyville,

Galesburg, Paxton and Ottawa. I had the pleasure of being present at Olney, Jer-

seyville, Paxton and Ottawa. The interest in these Schools has not diminished by

lapse of time, but on the contrary it has con.stantly increased, until tliey are looked

upon by those of the Craft who attend them as indispensable. Certainly very great

good has been accomplished, and is being accomplished by them. I am thoroughly

conversant with these Schools since they have been placed on their present basis.

I have been closely identified with them since 1873, ^"^^ believe that I can place a

proper estimate upon the very great value they have been to the Craft. As they are

now managed they are almost absolutely perfect, in accomplishing the object for

which they were instituted. A more perfect rendering of our beautiful ritual could

hardly be attained than is witnessed at our Schools of Instruction. Members of the

Board of Examiners, and Deputy Grand Lecturers, have attained a degree of perfec-

tion in their specialties that would do honor to a Booth or a Jefferson. If the Ma-
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sonic Institution maintains the proud prestige it has enjoyed over all other societies,

a number of which are now struggling hard to excel, it will be because the Craft are

thoroughly instructed in the knowledge and perfection of the ritual and ceremonies

of conferring the several degrees, and the rendering of our public ceremonies.

Knowledge is power, and so soon as we allow another society to surpass us in this

element of strength, so soon will the interest in Masonry begin to lag, and the pride

and glory of our grand old Institution be among the things that were. I know of

no better way of providing for the future welfare of the Craft than by supplying them

with the means of acquiring a correct knowledge of Masonry. Schools of Instruction,

Bs heretofore managed, are among the very best means of supplying this information.

The Board of Examiners and Deputy Grand Lecturers, who have labored so

zealously for the good of the Craft, are deserving of commendation and the tlianks

of the Grand Lodge.

DUTIES OF REl'RESIiNTATIVES.

The Grand Lodge pays mileage and per diem to representatives to this Grand

Body, with the specific understanding that brethren who come here do so for the

purpose of representing their several lodges. They are paid for so doing,

and it is a matter of justice and right that they faithfully discharge this duty.

I regret very much to say that it is becoming entirely too common for brethren

to come here, get their names on the mileage and per diem roll, and then be seen no

more until they call for their pay. Most of the time that the Grand Lodge is in

session these biethren are around the city transacting their own private business, while

the lodges at home suppose that they are being represented in the Grand Lodge.

These things are not right. They are on a par with obtaining money without

rendering an equivalent. It is un-Masonic, and in violation of Grand Lodge regu-

lation.

Section 7, Art. XIV., Part First, Grand Lodge By-Laws, reads as follows : "Any

Grand Officer, representative or member of a committee, who shall be absent during

two successive sittings of the Grand I>odge, except for sickness or other good cause

(of the sufficiency of which the Grand Lodge shall be the judge) or by authority of

the Grand Lodge or Grand Master, shall forfeit all claim to mileage and per diem."

I trust that representatives will remember this, and be in their places during the

sessions of Grand Lodge.

No brother who fails to heed this admonition, need feel disappointed if, when

he calls for his order for mileage and per diem, he finds that there is none for him.

Brethren, let us attend to the business of the Grand Lodge first, and then look after

our private affairs afterward.
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ELECTIONEERING FOR OFFICE.

To comiiiaiul tlie respect, esteem and confidence of our l)relhren, to he qualified

for and to occupy official position in this Grand Lodge, is a laudahle amhition and

worthy of consideration by any brother.

It should be considered a very high honor to be able to serve the Craft in any

capacity, but more especially as an officer of so important an assemblage of intelli-

gent persons as compose this Grand Lodge. In order to enjoy this honor to its

fullest extent, the office should seek the brother, and not the brother the office.

This leads me to say, and I regret very much the necessity for saying it, that a

system of electioneering for place and position has crept into this Grand Lodge that

should be speedily checked. This lias gone on and on, until the methods now in

vogue will compare favorably with the most approved scramble for political place

and power. Early in my Masonic life I was firmly impressed with the belief that

electioneering for office in lodge or Grand Lodge would not be tolerated ; and that

the most that could be legitimately done was to present the names of brethren for

various offices at the tiine of election. I believe this to be the true Masonic princi-

ple of action to-day. Contrast this with what is transpiring among members of this

Grand Lodge, and see how far we have departed from the rule of practice as

adopted by our fathers. When the contest between bretliren tor office becomes so

warm that one charges the other with unfair means in the contest ; wlien crimination

and recrimination is indulged in and undue advantages charged, as has recently

transpired, is it not time that a halt should be called? If these things are tolerated

this Grand Lodge will soon degenerate into a mere political machine, as has occurred

in a very conspicuous Grand Lodge on the American Continent, where two eminent

Past Grand Masters were denied the privilege of visiting, for fear some undue influ-

ence might be exerted that would disturb the harmony of the political machine that

was running, not smoothly, in that distinguished body of Masons. Brethren, the

remedy is in your hands ; apply it at once, and before it is too late. Administer

such rebuke as will settle the matter for years to come. Do this and save the repu-

tation of Masonry, and the honor and dignity of this Grand Lodge.

Brethren, it is with no small degree of humiliation that I refer to this matter;

but the admonition is needed, and it is with sincerity and plain dealing that it is

offered. Accept it in the same spirit in which it is offered, and I assure you that in

the future you will have no cause to regret it.

MASONIC CONVENTION.

One of the important and very pleasant events of the year was the Masonic

Convention that met in Chicago, June 22d, and continued in session three days.

Such convention had been talked of by a number of distinguished members of

the Craft. Among them was M. W. Theodore T. Gurney, who for years had urged
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the importance of representative Masons, from all jurisdictions, meeting for the pur-

pose of discussing various topics of general interest to the Craft. In his last message

to this Grand Lodge, M. W. Bro. Gurney closes with the following on the subject:

" It is a pleasure to find that this suggestion is meeting with increased favor.

There seems to be an insane jealousy that such a body would culminate in an or-

ganization with plenary powers. We do not entertain any fears in this direction.

Grand Lodges, by virtue of their sovereignty, are wide apart upon many important

questions, and it is our firm conviction that if a congress of the legitimate jurisdic-

tions of the world should adopt conclusions touching the jurisprudence of the Craft,

it would soon lead to a unity that is now so desirable. Let the matter be under con-

sideration from year to year, and by and by the project will take form. We are quite

hostile to any governing powers being invested in such a body. It should be advis-

ory, and only permitted to give its conclusions to the Fraternity, to be adopted or

rejected at pleasure."

From the above it will be seen that to Bro. Gurney belongs, very largely, the

credit of suggesting and insisting that such convention should be held. It is very

much to be regretted that he could not have lived to see consummated what he greatly

desired. The brethren in attendance from Illinois, and I think I can safely say each

member of the convention, regretted very much that Bro. Gurney's voice was hushed

never again to be heard in time, and that he could not be present to add, by his rare

wisdom, experience and mature judgment, to the importance of the occasion.

To M. W. R. II. Gove, Grand Master of Masons in Minnesota, belongs the

credit of taking the initiative steps which led to the convention in June. Last No-

vember this zealous brother addressed a circular letter to the Grand Masters on the

American Continent, in which a number of questions were propounded, and, among

others, one on the subject of a general Masonic Congress. Quite a large number of

Grand Masters expressed themselves as being in favor of such assembly of leading

Masons.

So many favorable responses being received, M.W.Bro. Gove was encouraged to

take the initiative in issuing a call, which was issued in January, and signed by the

Grand Masters of Masons as follows : Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master of Masons in

Illinois; S. Stacker Williams, Grand Master of Masons in Ohio ; William P. Allen,

Grand Master of Masons in Iowa; Florin H. Nash, Grand Master of Masons in

Indian Territory; R. H. Gove, Grand Master of Masons in Minnesota. This circu-

lar specified very clearly the object sought to be attained, and specified at least one

that was not desirable, in the following language :

" The undersigned Grand Masters are jealous of the rights, integrity and per-

petuity of Independent Sovereign Grand Lodges, as the only lawful governing bodies

over Ancient Craft Masonry, and under no circumstances would either consent that

such lawful authority should be divorced from its proper source."

Notwithstanding all this, the Masonic press, with a few notable exceptions,

sounded the tocsin of alarm, and did all that could be done, to warn the Craft of the
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danger of a Masonic convention, and professed to be able to see no object to be ob-

tained, except the formation of a Supreme Grand Lodge. Even since the conven-

tion, these same brethren decry the same, and can see no good to be accomplished

by the assembling together of the most intelligent and well informed members of the

Craft.

The convention came, and no serious harm has befallen the Craft, so far as

heard from. The following jurisdictions, in addition to Illinois, were represented :

Minnesota, Ohio, Michigan, Missouri, Kansas, Idaho, New Jersey, Florida, Canada

and Manitoba. All these were ably represented.

Ilhnois was represented by M. W. Brethren DeWitt C. Cregier, James. A. I law-

ley, D. M. Browning; R. W. Brethren John C. Smith, L. L. Munn, Edward Cook,

F. S. Belden, Gil W. Barnard, your humble servant, and others.

Many topics of general interest to the Craft were fully and Ireely discussed,

such as perpetual jurisdiction over rejected candidates, physical qualifications of can-

didates, prerogatives of Grand Masters, and many other subjects of equal interest

and importance to the Craft. These were very ably discussed and much valuable

information accumulated, mucli of which must of necessity be lost to the Fraternity,

for the reason that the full proceedings have not, and it is to be feared will not, be

published. The data, however, is at hand, accessible and may be used at any time,

as full report of transactions were kept by a stenographer.

I feel perfectly free in saying that in point of interest and importance to tlie Craft,

no such meeting of tlie Fraternity has been held since the Baltimore Convention of

1843.

Some of the representatives in attendance came loaded down with prejudice

and misgivings as to the propriety of the meeting, but before the convention had

long been in session, each one admitted a thorough conviction of the importance and

value of the meeting. One good brother was prompted to say that he came out

West with the idea that he knew all about Masonry, but was free to confess that since

arriving he had learned that he knew but little on the subject. It was the common
feeling that each had learned much and went away wiser and better for having been

in attendance. No one expressed any regrets at the time or expense incurred in

attending. Could such conventions be frequently held, very much good must be

accomplished. There would be a better feeling and understanding between Grand

Lodges. Many of the disturbing questions of the day would be amicably adjusted,

and they would be more firmly cemented and united by the ties of friendship and

brotherly love.

So fully were the members of the convention convinced of the great importance

of such assemblies of the Craft, that a committee was appointed consisting of M. W.
Brethren S. Stacker Williams, Ohio; Wm. B. Moore, New Jersey; and Alfred

Pearson, Manitoba, to select a time and place for holding another convention.

Much of the success and pleasure of the meeting was due the untiring efforts of M.
W. D. C. Cregier, whose valuable services are liereby acknowledged.
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I have received from M. W. Bro. John H. Brown, of Kansas, a synopsis of the

proceedings of the convention.

Chicago, III., June 22, 1887.

Pursuant to a call, the following brothers present and Past Grand Masters assembled in the

ball of Apollo Commandry, No. i, at 11 o'clock a. m.:

Canada— Henry Robertson, Grand Master.

Dakota—George H. Hand, Past Grand Master.

P'lorida—Dewitt C. Dawkins, Past Grand Master.

Illinois—Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master; DeWitt C. Cregier, Past Grand Master
; James A.

Hawley, Past Grand Master; D. M. Browning, Past Grand Master.

Kansas—Owen A. Bassett, Past Grand M.aster
; John H. Brown, Past Grand Master.

Manitoba—A. Pearson, Grand Master.

Michigan—Rufus C. Hatheway, Grand Master; John W. McGrath, Past Grand Master.

Minnesota—John H, Brown, Grand Master; H. R. Denney, Past Grand Master.

Missouri— Rufus E. Anderson, Past Grand Master.

Nebraska—George W. Lininger, Past Grand Master ; Alfred G. Hastings, Past Grand Master.

New Jersey—R. M. .Moore, Grand Master.

Ohio—S. Stacker Williams, Grand Master.

M. W. Alex. T. Darrah called the meeting to order, and called upon Bro. L. L. Munn,
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, who read the following call, issued by several

Grand Masters ;

GENERAL MASONIC CONVENTION.

From the Grand East

MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGES, A. F. AND A. MASONS,

OF THE STATES OF

MINNESOTA, ILLINOIS, OHIO, IOWA AND INDIAN TERRITORY.

To the Present and Past Most Worshipful Grand Masters of Masons in the United States oj

America , the Territories thereof, the District of Columbia, Canada, Quebec, Prince Ed-

lOard's Islatid, Manitoba, British Columbia, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick :

GREETING: Health, Peace and Prosperity:

Most Worshipful Bretliren— In November last, the Most Worshipful Grand Master of

Masons in Minnesota addressed letters to all the Grand Masters in the above named Grand Juris-

dictions, making inquiries of them as to their views on the subject of a General Masonic Conven-

tion for the purpose of consultation and advice on subjects of general interest to the Craft where-

soever dispersed. From the nearly unanimous favorable response to such interrogatory, and from

the very great importance of such meeting, it has been thought to be wise and prudent to call such

convention ; not for the purpose of legislation, nor for the purpose of forming a General Grand

Lodge, as may be feared, but simply and solely for the purpose of consultation and advice.

The undersigned Grand Masters are jealous of the rights, integrity and perpetuity of Inde-

pendent Sovereign Grand Lodges, as the only lawful governing bodies over Ancient Craft Masonry,

and under no circumstances would either consent that such lawfnl authority should be divorced from

its proper source.

It is well known that there are associations, other than Independent Sovereign Grand Lodges,

claiming the right to establish lodges and exercise authority over the first three degrees of Freema-
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sonry, viz : Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason, and this, too, in total disregard

of the fact that Grand Lodges, the only lawful source of authority, already exercise jurisdiction

over the territory in which it is proposed to establish such unlawfully organized bodies.

This and many other subjects of general interest, including jurisprudence and Grand Repre-

sentatives, may properly be discussed. In fact it is intended that the discussion shall take a wide

range, and cover any and all subjects of general interest to the Craft.

It has been deemed best to fraternally invite you to attend such convention, for the purposes

specified, to be held in the city of Chicago, Illinois, commencing on Wednesday, the 22nd day of

June, A. D. 1887, A L. 5887, at 10 o'clock A. M., and to continue in session at least three days, in-

cluding the Festival of St. John the Baptist, June 24th. The convention to be governed by such

rules and regulations as it may see proper to adopt.

Now we do most cordially and fraternally invite you to be present to assist with your counsel

and advice to the end that great good may be accomplished, a better understanding of many ve.xed

questions arrived at and closer fraternal relations established. It is very desirable that all the

American Grand Lodges be fully represented. In order that hotel and other accommodations may
be provided for all those who attend, you are requested to advise M. W. Alex. T. Darrah, Bloom-

ington, Illinois, on or before the first of May, of your intention, or otherwise, to attend.

(Signed)

ALEX. T. DARRAH, Grand Master of Masons in IlHnois.

S. STACKER WILLIAMS, Grand Master of Masons in Ohio.

WILLIAM P. ALLEN, (Irand Master of Masons in Iowa.

FLORIN H. NASH, Grand Master of Masons in Indian Territory.

R. H. GOVE, Grand Master of Masons in Minnesota.

On motion of Bro. Bassett, M. W. Alex. T. Darrah was duly elected temporary Chairman,

and John H. Brown, of Kansas, elected temporary Secretary.

M. W. Bro. Darrah, in a few well chosen remarks, stated the object of the assembling of these

brethren.

M. W. DeWittC. Cregier, in his usual happy style, extended a cordial welcome to the dis-

tinguished brethren composing the convention, and tendered to all the freedom of the great city of

the West, to which M. W. Bro. R. M. Moore, Grand Master of New Jersey, responded, assuring

the brethren of Chicago of the pleasure it afforded their guests to accept fraternal courtesy.

On motion of M. W. Bro. DeWitt C. Cregier, a committee of three was appointed on Cre-

dentials, consisting of Bros. DeWitt C. Cregier, of Illinois ; DeWitt C. Dawkins, of Florida, and
Owen A. Bassett, of Kansas.

On motion of M. W. Rufus E. Anderson, a committee of five was appointed on Permanent
Organization, consisting of Bros. S. Stacker Williams, of Ohio ; Rufus E. Anderson, of Missouri;

DeWitt C. Dawkins, of Florida; R. M. Moore, of New Jersey, and John H. Brown, of Minnesota.

M. W. Bro. Cregier, from the Committee on Credentials, presented the following report,

which was on motion received and adopted :

To the Officers and Members of the Convefttion :

Your Committee on Credentials have performed the duty assigned them, and ask leiive to

submit the names of the following brethren who are entitled to seats in this convention :

Canada—Henry Robertson, Grand Master.

Dakota—George H. Hand, Past Grand Master.

Florida—DeWitt C. Dawkins, Past Grand Master.



C6 Proceedings of the [ Oct. ^th,

Illinois—Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master ; DeWitt C. Cregier, Past Grand Master : James
A. Hawley, Past Grand Master ; D. M. Browning, Past Grand Master.

Kansas—Owen A. Bassett, Past Grand Master
; John H. Brown, Past Grand Master.

Manitoba—A. Pearson, Grand Master.

Michigan— Rufiis C. Hatheway, Grand Master; John W. McGrath, Past Grand Master.

Minnesota—John H. Brown, Grand Master; H. R, Denney, Past Grand Master.

Missouri— Rufus E. Anderson, Past Grand Master.

Nebraska—George W. Lininger, Past Grand Master ; Alfred G. Hastings, Past Grand Master.

New Jersey—R. M. Moore, Grand Master.

Ohio -S. Staclcer Williams, Grand Master.

M. W. Bro. Williams, from the Committee 'on Permanent Organization, submitted the fol-

lowing report, which was on motion received and adopted ;

To the Officers and Members of this Convention :

Your Committee on Permanent Organization have performed the duty assigned them, and

respectfully recommend the following brethren as permanent officers of this convention ;

M. W. Bro. Alex. T. Darrah, President.

M. W. Bro. Rufus C. Hatheway, First Vice-President.

M. W. Bro. Henry Robertson, Second Vice-President.

M. W. Bro. H. R. Denney, Third Vice-President.

M. W. Bro. DeWitt C. Cregier, Treasurer.

M. W. Bro. John H. Brown (Kansas), Secretary.

Bro. Moses N. Fuller, Door-Keeper.

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED.

M. W. Bro. Browning offered the following resolution, which was on motion adopted :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, whose duty it shall be to prepare and

present such Masonic topics for discussion as thej' may deem wise and for the best interests of our

Masonic institution.

In conformity with the foregoing resolution the chair appointed the following brethren such

committee : D. M. Browning, of Illinois ; S. Stacker Williams, of Ohio, and A. Pearson, Manitoba.

COMMITTEE ON AVOUCHMENT.

On motion of M. W. Bro. Rufus E. Anderson, a Committee of three on Avouchment was

appointed, consisting of Bros. Browning, Cregier and Hawley.

On motion of Bro. McGrath the convention adjourned until 3:30 p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

3:30 P. M. June 22, 1887.

M. W. Bro. Alex. T. Darrah in the chair, called the convention to order. Brethren present

as at the forenoon session.

M. W. Bro. Browning, from the Committee on Topics, presented the following for discussion:

Resohied, That no brother should be permitted to vouch for another brother as to his Ma-
sonic standing, unless he has sit in open lodge with him or duly appointed by the W. M. to re-ex-

amine the visiting brother, in accordance with the usual customs of the Fraternity

.

On motion, the resolution was received, and discussion invited by the chairman.

On motion of M. W. Bro. Moore, of New Jersey, it was agreed that the discussion of any

one topic should not exceed one hour, except by unanimous consent of the convention. The dis-
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cussion of this subject was freely indulged in by many of the brethren present ; many deprecating

the loose methods practiced by and in the subordinate lodge, in the examination, avouchment and

introduction of visitors among us. The opinion was generally expressed that our rules in this re-

spect were entirely too lax, and should be made more stringent, to the end that but few unworthy

characters gain admission into the sacred precincts of our lodge rooms. The resolution was con-

curred in.

TOPIC NUMBER 2.

Bro. Browning, from the Committee on Topics, presented the following resolution, which was

received and discussed at length by most of the members of the convention :

Resolved, That the physical qualifications of an applicant for Masonry as provided in the

ancient charges are such, " provided, he has no maim or defect in his body that will render him in-

capable of complying literally with all that our ceremonies require."

Preceding the discussion of this very important question the convention adjourned until 9:30

to-morrow morning.

MORNING SESSION.

Tuesday, June 23, 1887.

The convention met pursuant to adjournment, M. W. Bro. Alex. T. Darrah in the chair. The
minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The chair announced the order of business for] the hour, " The physical qualifications of can-

didates for the mysteries of Masonry "—wnat they should be. This question elicited a very warm
discussion indulged in by all, with widely different views. Some believing in the old perfect man
business, others leaned to the modern idea of what constitutes a perfect man—one with clean hands

and a pure heart.

TOPIC NUMBER 3.

Bro. Browning, from the Committee on Masonic Topics, presented the following topic for dis-

cussion, " Perpetual Jurisdiction over Rejected Candidates " :

Resolved, That in the opinion of this convention, what is generally termed perpetual jur-

isdiction of rejected candidates, is not Masonic law. But the rejecting lodge should be consulted

when practicable upon any subsequent application to any other lodge.

Browning opened the discussion, favoring the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction. Bro. Bassett

following Bro. Browning against.

On motion, the rule restricting the discussion of any one topic to 45 minutes was rescinded.

It was moved by Bro. Browning and seconded by Bro. McGrath that the resolution formulat-

ing topic 3 be reconsidered. Pending a motion to lay on the table, Bro. Browning with the consent

of his second withdrew his resolution. Bro. Bassett offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That we are not in favor of the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction over rejected can-

didates.

Pending a motion to lay on the table, Bro. Bassett with the consent of his second withdrew
his resolution.

A motion was made and seconded to reconsider the motion by which the resolution on physical

qualifications was adopted. Carried.

It was moved and seconded that the resolution be recommitted to the committee. Motion lost.

The resolution was again, on motion, adopted.
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On motion of DeWitt C. Dawkins the following brethren were invited to take seats in this

convention and participate in its deliberations, without the privilege of voting; John M. Pearson,

Cirand Senior Warden of Illinois ; John C. Smith, Deputy (Irand Master of Illinois ; L. 1>. Munn,
Grand Secretary of Illinois ; (lil W. Barnard, Grand Secretary Grand Chapter of Illinois; Francis

S. Belden, Grand Representative of Kansas near the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

Bro. Denney, of Minnesota, offered the following resolution ;

Resolved, That upon all Masonic topics presented to this convention for consideration, each

Grand Lodge Jurisdiction shall be entitled to one vote only.

The chair ruled the resolution out of order.

Bro. Dawkins offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the rules in force relative to perpetual jurisdiLtion have their only foundation

in the law ol each separate Grand Lodge.

After a pretty full discussion the resolution was, on motion, referred to the Committee on

Masonic Topics.

Bro. Anderson, of Missouri, offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that the position of some of our Grand
Lodges that a lodge has perpetual jurisdiction over a rejected candidate, and that his petition to

another lodge cannot be entertained without consent of the lodge which has rejected him, is

erroneous.

After some discussion the resolution was withdrawn.

Bro. Moore, of New Jersey, offered the following resolution, which was on motion adopted :

Resolved, That the stenographic report of the proceedings of this convention be referred to

especial committe; of three, tor the purp jse of revision and publication of such portions thereof,

as such committee may deem proper, with power to eliminate therefrom such portions or all of

the discussions had, as the committee may deem proper.

On motion the convention adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9:30 a. m.

MORNING session.

June 24, 1887.

The convention assembled pursu.int to adjournment, Grand Master Alex. T. D.irrah in the

chair. All present being properly vouched for, the convention proceeded to the regular order of

business. Bro. Denney was invited to take the chair. The discussion on the topic, the " Grand

Master and his Prerogatives," was resumed, and the discussion continued for some time and q uite

animated.

On motion ot Bro. Bassett, the further discussion of this topic closed.

The chair announced the Commtttee on Printing under Bro. Moore's resolution—Alex. T.

Darrah, of Bloomington, III.; John H. Brown, of Wyandotte, Kans., and S. Stacker Williams,

of Newark, Ohio.

Bro. Williams, of Ohio, presented for consideration the question, "What shall be done to

stay the progress of spurious and clandestine Masonry in our respective grand jurisdictions," and

opened the discussion with an elaborate statement of the condition of Masonry, and the evil effects

of illegitimate Masonry in his State ; general discussion ensued, in which all took part.
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Bro. Bassett offering the following resolution, after several amendmenti; (jffered by Brothers

Brown, of Minnesota , Cregier and Dawkins, was on motion adopted :

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. is the supreme governing power in and

over Freemasonry within its territorial jurisdiction, and that the landmarks of Freemasonry, to-

gether with the laws, edicts, regulations and statutes of such Grand Lodge constitutes the only law

and authority of Freemasonry within said jurisdiction and all constituent lodges, and all members

thereof, and all Masons within said jurisdiction must obey and conform thereto.

Resolved, Further, that there is no power or authority in or over Freemasonry above the

legitimate and duly recognized Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M., nor is it within the power of any

body, organization or collection of Masons to assume to exercise such power or authority.

Bro. Bassett offered the following resolution, which was adopted
;

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be and are hereby tendered to Apollo Com-

mandery, No. i, for the use of their elegant apartments in which we have held the sessions of this

convention.

Bro. Brown, of Kansas, offered the following resolution, which was adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of the members of this convention are cordially tendered to Grand

Master Darrah, for the faithful and impartial manner in which he discharged his duty as presiding

officer of this convention.

All members of the convention indulged in some congratulatory remarks, after which

kindly and fraternal greetings were freely indulged in and enjoyed by all.

On motion of Bro. Williams, of Ohio, a committee of three was appointed, with power to

call another convention at such time and place as they might deem best. Brother Williams was

appointed Chairman.

No further business appearing, the convention adjourned sine die.

Attest
;

ALEX T. UARRAH,
JOHN H. BROWN, President,

Secretary.

CONCLUSION.

At the conclusion of my report to you, as your humble servant, allow me to say,

that in the discharge of the duties incumbent upon me as Grand Master, I have had

but one aim, and that has been to labor for the best interests of our noble Craft.

This has to me been a labor of love. I feel very grateful, and appreciate the honor

conferred upon me by your kind partiality, and sincerely thank you for it. During

the time of my service, and especially during the past year, I have made an effort

to hear from every lodge in this large jurisdiction. In this work I have been nobly

assisted by our District Deputy Grand Masters, and many other good and true mem-
bers of the Craft. I feel very thankful and proud to report that no brother has been

called upon for assistance, counsel or advice but who has responded, and to the ex-

tent of his ability. I have formed very many pleasant associations with my brethren,

and in taking leave of one and all, do so with a degree of sadness. This from ihe

fact that I shall not probably again be permitted to meet with and enjoy their prt s-
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ence and friendship as heretofore. The Grand Lodge is to be congratulated that the

duties and responsibilities which I have imperfectly discliarged, will be assumed by

a brother fully capable of meeting the requirements of the office.

In my report to you I have not reported every case brought before me. This

would not be feasible or desirable. I have submitted the more important ones, and

trust that their disposal may meet the approbation of the Grand Lodge. It is almost

wonderful that in a jurisdiction so large as ours, embracing so much territory, and

containing so large a membership—perhaps over fifty thousand Masons, affiliated

and unaffiliated—as we have, and have so little friction or trouble. It is true that

we must be subjected to more or less of disturbances, yet in the aggregate they are

very small for so large a membership. I have made no effort to conceal or hide the

true state of affairs among the Craft, but have fairly and candidly stated the facts as

they exist. I think this is due each member. I have no sympathy with that modesty

that would conceal from the Fraternity, and the world, for that matter, the true state

of affairs as they exist. I believe that our Institution works as smoothly and har-

moniously as any other organization of equal numbers, the church not excepted.

This should be a source of very great satisfaction and pride to each member of the

Craft in our jurisdiction. Finally, for the uniform kindness and consideration

accorded me by my brethren, of which I am proud, I again desire to thank you.

Fraternally,

Grand Master.

On motion of M. W. Bro. D. C. Cregier, the address of the M. W. Grand Mas-

ter was referred to the Committee on Grand Master's Address,
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REPORT OF THE GRAND TREASURER.

The Grand Treasurer submitted the following report, together with ]iis Ijooks

and vouchers, which, on motion, were referred to tlie Committee on Finance:

Wiley M. Egan, Grand Treasurer,

III account "with Grand Lodge F. & A. M. of Illinois.

1886. Dr.

Oct. 4, To balance to credit General Fund ^38,234 71

4, To balance to credit Charity Fuud 625 13

Total credit balance, as per last report, ^38,859 84

18S7.

Jan'y 5, To dividend on A. A. Glenn's insurance 32 15

25, To interest on Government bonds, 3 mos 50 00

July 4, To amount received of L. L. Munn, Gen. Fund.. 925 00

7, To interest on Government bonds, 6 mos 100 00

Aug. 2, To am't rec'd of L. L. Munn, ac't Gen. Fund 6,074 9°

Sept. I, " " " " " 9,038 -^.T,

30, " " " " " 14,813 49

30, " " " " Charity Fund... 294 85

Oct. I, To interest on Government bonds, 3 mos 50 00

3, To am't rec'd of L. L. Munn, ac't Gen. Fund 152 03

Total amount received since last report ^3I>530 75

^70,390 59
1886. Cr.

Oct. 7, By mileage and per diem paid per vouchers 2,698 20

7, By mileage and per diem paid Grand Lodge rep-

resentatives, as per vouchers 15,016 80

Total mileage and per diem paid $17,715 00

MISCELLANEOUS ORDERS PAID, AS KOLLOWS :

DATE

OF ORDER. NO. TO WHOM ISSUED.

1886.

Aug. 16, 1052 L. W. Shepherd, 5 25

Oct. 4, 1062 L M. McCollister, 2 50
"

6, 1063 T. T. Gurney 30000
"

6, 1064 R. R. Stevens loo 00
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Oct

Nov

Dec.

Jan

Feb

6,
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Feb. 23, 1109 Edward Cook 35 30

" 23, mo M. D. Chamberlin 44 20

iiii W.B.Grimes 43 20

1112 James Douglas 47 30

1113 C. F. Tenney .. 3020
1114 L. L. Munn 208 1,2,

1115 Alex. T. Darrah 12500

1116 Journal Printing Co 147 5°

1117 Edward Cook 33 40

1118 M. D. Chamberlin 34 50

1119 W. B. Grimes 50 70

1120 James Douglas 52 00

1121 C. F. Tenney 3980
1122 L. L. Munn 208 33

1123 Alex. T. Darrah 12500

1124 I. M. McCollister 810
1125 L. L. Munn 20834
1126 Alex. T. Darrah 125 00

1127 John M. Pearson 35 00

1128 R.R.Stevens 1600

1129 Alex. T. Darrah 125 00

1130 L. L. Munn 208 t,^

1131 E. C. Pace 49 00

1132 Gil. W. Barnard 27 10

1133 S. W. Waddle 2900

1134 L. L. Munn 42 10

1135 American Express Co 15 60

1136 John F. Smith 24600

1137 Brown & Dollmeyer 34 31

1138 Journal Printing Co 108 50

1139 Jacob Krohn 6 00

1140 Alex. T. Darrah 12500

1141 L. L. Munn 208 33

July 12, 1142 Abbott & Jaquish 2500
" 21, 1 1 43 Oriental Quartette 25 00

30, 1144 Alex. T. Darrah 125 00

" 30, 1145 L. L. Munn 208 t,?i

Aug. II, 1146 John C. Yerster & Co 74 00

" 24, 1 147 W. T. Vandeveer 3 50

" 31, 1148 Alex. T. Darrah 12500
" 31, 1149 L. L. Munn 208 ^t,

Sept. 13, 1150 R. R.Stevens 1900
" 14, 1151 Geo. Loelkes, M. D 7 20

" 16, 1152 W. L. Milligan 14 21

'• 21, 1153 T. G. Morris 2 90

"
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Sept. 30, 1154 W. M. Egan 40000
"

30, 1155 L. L. Munn 20834
Oct. 3, 1157 L. L. Munn 3^95

"
3, 1158 John F. Smith 107 20

"
3, 1159 L. L. Munn 2300

"
3, 1162 Brown & Dollmeyer 15 40

Jan'y 5, Prem. on A. A. (jlenn's life in.surancc 161 05

Feb'y il, J. Adger Smyth, ac't Charity Fund 200 00

Total amount miscellaneous orders paid $10,311 69

Oct. 4, By balance to credit Charity Fund 71998
" 4, By balance to credit General Fund 41,643 92

Total credit balance ^42,363 90

$70,390 59

Of the balance to credit of General Fund, $5,000 is invested in Government

bonds, leaving cash on hand, $36,643.92.

Fraternally submitted,

WILEY M. EGAN,
Chicago, October 3, 1887. Grand Treasurer.

ELECTION—Made Special Order.

M. W. Bro. Joseph Robbins moved that the election of Grand Officers be made

the special order for 2 o'clock this afternoon, which was adopted.

REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY.

The Grand Secretary submitted the following report of the business of his office

for the year, together with the'cash book and ledger, which, on motion, were re-

ferred to the Committee on Finance :

M. IV. Grand Master and Brelliren of the Grand Lodqr of Illinois :

In submitting my sixth annual report as your Grand Secretary, I desire first~to

tender to you my thanks for the repeated expressions of confidence and partiality'

I

have received at your hands. I am grateful to you for them, and shall remember

them with much satisfaction.

Soon after the close of the Grand Lodge last year, a manuscript copy of the

proceedings was furnished the printers, and on the i6th day of October, nine days

after the close of the Grand Lodge, I commenced the distribution of the printed

proceedings, and in less than two weeks after the the close of the Grand Lodge they

were forwarded to all the Grand Officers, constituent lodges and sister Grand Lodges

with which we are in correspondence, having sent out 2,581 volumes.
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At the close of the Grand Lodge, charters wereissued to the following lodges,

to-\vit

:

Grand Crossing Lodge, No. 776, located at Grand Crossing, in Cook County.

Ravenswood Lodge, No. 777, located at Ravenswood, in Cook County.

Gurney Lodge, No. 778, located at New County Line, in Johnson County.

Wright's (jrove Lodge, No. 779, located at Wright's Grove, in Cook County.

During the year I have carefully examined the returns of the constituent lodges

for 1S86, and found it necessary to call upon only sixteen to make corrections or

explanations. Many of the returns were models of neatness and accuracy, creditable

to the lodges and their methodical officers.

The annual returns of all the lodges but one in this Grand Jurisdiction, for the

present Masonic year, were received by your Grand Secretary before the first day of

October, and the Grand Lodge dues were paid by all but five. This is the most

satisfactory exhibit our Grand Lodge has ever made.

The following lodges failed to pay their Grand Lodge dues on or before the

15th day of August, as the Grand Lodge By-Laws require, to-wit : Nos. 163, 439,

596, 619, 644 and 652.

We have prepared a Tabulated Statement from the returns of the lodges, from

which we obtain the following facts:

Membership of all lodges, including those U. D. in 1886 40,170

Number rejected 445

Number initiated 2,346

Number passed 2, 1 23

Number raised 2,095

Number reinstated 265

Number admitted 748

Number added for error 105

Number suspended i ,00

1

Number expelled 26

Number dimitted i)38i

Number deceased 496

Number deducted for error 46

Total membership June 30, 1887 40,433

Total members resident in Illinois 36,811

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES.

The following changes have been made in the Representatives of other (jrand

Lodges near the Grand Lodge of Illinois :

R. W. Bro. E. T. E. Becker, of Mt. Carroll, has been commissioned as Repre-

sentative of the Grand Lodge of Prince Edward Island near our Grand Lodge, vice

R. W. Bro. Ira
J.

Broomfield, removed from our jurisdiction,
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R. W. Bro. John McLaren has been commissioned as Representative of the

Grand Lodge of California near the Grand Lodge of Illinois, vice M. W. Bro. Theo-

dore T. Ciurney, deceased.

R. \V. Bro. William L. Milligan has been commissioned as Representative of

the Grand Lodge of South Australia near our Grand Lodge, with the honorary rank

of Past Senior Grand Warden conferred on him by that Grand Body.

And the following changes have been made in the Representatives of the

Grand Lodge of Illinois near other Grand Lodges:

M. W. Bro. Matthew M. Miller has been commissioned as Representative of

our Grand Lodge near the Grand Lodge of Kansas, "cHce M. W. Bro. John H. Brown,

resigned.

R. W. Bro. Delos M. Bacon has been commissioned as Representative of the

Grand Lodge of Illinois near the Grand Lodge of Vermont, vice R. W. Brother

Jonathan E. Mack, removed from that jurisdiction.

R. W. Bro. D. D. Leach has been commissioned as Representative of the Grand

Lodge of Illinois near the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, vice M. W. Brother E. H.

English, deceased.

R. W. Bro. John Trail McLean has been commissioned as Representative of

the Grand Lodge of Illinois near the Grand Lodge of South Australia.

R. W. Bro. Joseph Haire has been commissioned as Representative of our

Grand Lodge near that of Dakota, vice R. W. Bro. Henry H. Faulk removed from

that jurisdiction.

R. W. Bro. William |. McDonald has been commissioned as Representative of

the Grand Lodge of Illinois near that of New York, vice R. W. Brother James E.

Morrison, deceased.

M. W. Bro. Levi Ankeney has been commissioned as Representative of the

Grand Lodge of Illinois near that of Washington Territory, vice M. W. Bro. Louis

Zeigler.

DUPLICATE CHARTER.

On the 28th day of January, 1887, a duplicate charter was issued to Aurora

Lodge, No. 254, located at Aurora, in the County of Kane, the original being

defaced.

CHARTERS SURRENDERED AND ARRESTED.

The charter of Centre Lodge, No. 694, located at Pana, was surrendered to R.

W. Bro. Wm. T. Vandeveer, D. D. Grand Master of the 23d district, and their char-

ter, books and seal were by him Jorvvarded to your Grand Secretary on the lith day

of February, 1887.

On the 8th day of January, 1887, R. W. Bro. E. T. E. Becker, D. D. Grand

Master of the 6th district, by order of the M. W. Grand Master, arrested the charter

of Hanover Lodge, No. 300, and delivered the books at the office of your Grand
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Secretary on the nth day of January, 1887, the charter of said lodge being sent

to the Grand Master.

R. W. Bro. I. M. McCollister, D. D. Grand Master of the 22d District, reported

under date of April ist, 1887, that he had closed the affairs of Hamilton Lodge, No.

563, enclosing a statement of the condition of said lodge, and sending your Grand

Secretary $62.45 as the funds remaining after paying their indebtedness. The books,

seal, jewels, etc., arrived at your Grand Secretary's office on April 4th, 1887 ; but

no charter, as that was destroyed by fire in September, 1881.

Sheffield Lodge, No. 678, located at Rockbridge, in Greene County, surrendered

their charter to R. W. Bro. I. M. McCollister, D. D. Grand Master, 22d District,

on April 28th, 18S7. The books, seal, jewels, etc., were forwarded to your Grand

Secretary April 29th. 1887, and $83.30 as the funds of said lodge. The charter is in

the hands of the Grand Master.

The charter of Venice Lodge, No. 621, located at Venice, in Madison County,

was surrendered to R. W. Bro. Samuel Rawson, D. D. Grand Master of the 26th

District, on the 6th day of May, 18S7. The charter and books of said lodge were

received by your Grand Secretary on the 17th day of May, 1887.

The charter of Butler Lodge, No. 459, located at Butler, in Montgomery County

,

was arrested by R. W. Bro. Wm. T. Vandeveer, D. D. Grand Master of the 23d

District, and the charter and effects of the lodge were forwarded to your Grand Secre-

tary on the 19th day of May, 1887.

The charter of Darwin Lodge, No. 551, located at Darwin, in Clark County,

was arrested by R. W. Bro. John Von Gunten, Jr., D. D. Grand Master of the 24th

District, by the order of the Grand Master, and the charter, records and jewels were

forwarded to the Grand Secretary on the ist day of September, 1887.

The charter of Lemont Lodge, No. 708, was surrendered to R. W. Bro. Thos.

G. Morris, D. D. Grand Master of the 2d District, and the seal, jewels and books,

were forwarded to your Grand Secretary on the 8th day of September, 1887.

The amendment to the Constitution proposed by W. Bro. John C. White, was

submitted to the subordinate lodges for their approval or rejection, and was rejected

.

It re([uired a vote of two thirds of the lodges in order to adopt it, or in other

words, it required the affirmative vote of 458 lodges, but received only 219 affirma-

tive votes, while 343 voted against it, and 125 failed to vote.

I have prepared and will have printed with the proceedings an alphabetical list

of the constituent lodges of the State, giving the name and number of each lodge,

its location, the names of its Worshipful Master and Secretary, and the time of their

stated meetings. This will, I am confident, be a convenience to D. D. Grand Masters

and to all others having correspondence with the lodges.

I now have the honor and pleasure of presenting to the Grand Lodge an item-

ized account of all monies received by me as Grand Secretary, for the past year; also

the cash book and ledger, and would ask that they be referred to the Committee on

Finance.

All of which is courteously and fraternally submitted.

L. L. MUNN, Grand Secretary.
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GRAND SECRETARY'S REPORT.

Loyal L. Munn, Grand Secretary, in account unth

The M. W. Grand Lodcie of Illinois, V.

TO LODGE DUES FOR THE YEAR 1 88?.

iV A. Masons, Dr.

Bodley
Equality
Harmony
Springfield
Friendship
Macon
Rushville
St. Johns
Warren
Peoria
Temperance
Macomb
Clinton
Hancock
Cass
St. Clair
Franklin
Hiram
Piasa
Pekin
Mt. Vernon
Oriental
Barry
Charleston
Kavanaugh
Monmouth
Olive Branch
Herman
Occidental
Mt. Joliet

Bloomington
Hardin
Griggs ville

Temple
Caledonia
Unity .

Cambridge
CarroUton
Mt. Moriah
Benevolent
Jackson
Washington
Trio
Fraternal
New Boston
Belvidere
Lacon
St. Marks
Benton I 64
Euclid 65
Kno.xville I 66
Acacia ' 67
Naples

I
68

Eureka
! 69

Social
[

70
Central

1 71
Chester 72
Rockton 74
Roscoe 75

$63 75
13 50
6i 50
100 50
71 25
126 75
60 75

43 50

37 50
144 75
45 00
92 25
63 00

45 75

49 50

47 25
30 00
18 75
64 50
26 25
58 50
183 00
70 50
54 00
30 00
56 25

152 25

53 25
90 75
'05 75
100 50

59 25

37 50
120 75
18 00
26 25

39 75
71 25

57 00
30 00
81 00

54 75
114 00
67 50
44 25
52 50
46 50
51 75

53 25

37 50

43 50
60 00

»5 75
33 00
19 50
28 50
3825
31 50
36 00

Mt. Nebo
Prairie
Waukegan
Scott
Whitehall
Vitruvius
DeWitt
Mitchell
Kaskaskia
Mt. Pulaski
Havana
Fellowship .

Jerusalem Temple
Metropolis
Stewart
Toulon
Perry
Samuel H. Davis..
Excelsior
Taylor
Edwardsville
Astoria
Rockford
Magnolia
Lewistown
Winchester
Lancaster
Versailles
Trenton
Lebanon
Jonesboro
Bureau
Robert Burns
Marcelline
Rising Sun
Vermont
Elgin
Waverly
Henry
Mound
Oquawka
Cedar
Greenup
Empire
Antioch
Raleigh
Greenfield
Marion
Golconda
Mackinaw
Marshall
Sycamore
Lima
Hutsonville
Polk
Marengo
Geneva
Olney
Garden City

76
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LODGE DUES FOR THE YEAR l^?)'J—Confititled.

Ames
Richmond
DeKalb
A. \V. Rawson ...

Lee Centre
Clayton
Bloomfieki
Effingham
Vienna
Bunker Hill

Fidelity

Clay
Russell
Alpha
Delavan
Urbana
McHenry
Kewanee
Waubansia
Virden
Hope
Westfield
Edward Dobbins
Atlanta
Star in the East...

Milford
Nunda
Evergreen
Girard
Wayne
Cherry Valley....

Lena
Matteson
Mendota
Staunton
Illinois Central..
Wabash
Moweaqua
Germania
Meridian
Abingdon
Mystic Tie
Cyrus
Fulton City
Dundee
Farmington
Herrick
Freedom
LaHarpe
Louisville

King Solomon's
Grandview
Homer
Sheba
Centralia
Lavely
Flora
Corinthian
Fairfield

Tamaroa
Wilmington
Wm. B. Warren
Lincoln
Cleveland
Shipman
Ipava

$33 oo

45 75

77 25
36 00

^5 50

54 75
40 50
4' 25

50 25

49 50
22 50

34 50
21 00
87 00

49 50
81 75
29 25
71 25

loi 25

36 75
40 50
22 50

33 00
25 50
loi 25

37 50
26 25
87 00
46 50
28 50

39 75

45 00
III 00
62 25
30 75

75 00

33 75
21 75

143 25

36 75

45 00

34 50
40 50

47 25

39 75
41 25

15 75

39 75
102 75
27 75
46 50
22 50
48 00

29 25

84 75
27 75
39 00

39 75
58 50
27 00
66 75
150 75

57 75
276 00
21 00
42 00

Gillespie .,

Newton
Mason
New Salem
Oakland....

Mahomet
Leroy
Geo. Washington
Keeney
Pana
Columbus
Lovington
Manchester
New Haven...., .

.

Wyanet..
Farmers....

Blandinsville.... .

.

DuQuoin..
Dallas City
Charter Oak.... . . .

Cairo.
Black Hawk.... . . .

Mt. Carmel
Western Star.. . .

.

Shekinah
Galva
Horicon
Greenville
El Paso....

Rob Morris
Golden Gate.... . .

.

Hibbard....

Robinson
Heyworth
Aledo
Avon Harmony
Aurora
Donnelson
Warsaw
Mattoon
Amon
Channahon
Illinois

Franklin Grove
Vermilion
Kingston
La Prairie
Paris
Wheaton
Levi Lusk
Blaney
Carmi
Miners
Byron
Milton
Elizabeth
Accordia
Jo Daviess
Neoga
Kansas
Brooklyn
Meteor
Catlin
Plymouth
De Soto....

Genoa

214
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LODGE DUES FOR THE YEAR 1 887

—

Continued.

Wataga 291

Chenoa =92

Prophetstown 293

Pontiac 294

Dills.. 29s

Quincy 296

Benjamin ^97

Waconda.. 298

Mechanicsburg 299

Hinckley 3°!

Durand 302

Raven 303

Onarga 305

W. C. Hobbs 306

T J. Pickett 3°7

Ashlar 3o8

Harvard 309

Dearborn.. 31°

Kilwinning 3ii

Ionic 3"
York 313

Palatine '
3i4

Erwin ' 3^5

Abraham Jonas 1

31°

J. L. Anderson
|

3^8

Doric 319

Creston 32°

Dunlap
I

321

Windsor 1

322

Orient 323

Harrisburg 32S

Industry 327

Altona 330

Mt. Erie 331

Tuscola 332

Tyrian 333

Sumner 334

Schiller 335

New Columbia
|

33°

Oneida !
337

Sahne '• 339

Kedron I

34°

Full Moon
I

341

Summerfield 342

344
345
346

347
348

Wenona
Milledgeville

N. D. Morse
Sidney
Russellville

Sublette
|

349
Fairview 1

35°

Tarbolton
j

35i

Groveland
|

352

Kinderhook ' 353
Ark and Anchor 354
Marine ' 355
Hermitage 35^

Orion
!

358

Blackberry
;

359
Princeville

:

360

Douglas ' 361

Noble 362

Horeb 363

Tonica 364

Bement 1 3^5

Areola 3^6

$16 so
40 50

49 50
48 75
16 50
70 50

39 00

19 5°
12 00
16 50
31 50

34 50
3' 50

39 °o
66 00
165 25

69 75
158 25

195 75
96 75
21 00
42 00
26 25
II 25

49 50
81 00

32 25

55 50
51 75
22 50
51 75
32 25

33 75
18 75
63 75
76 50
60 00

69 75

37 50
40 50
23 25
25 50
36 75
16 50

37 50
21 75
18 75
18 75
18 cx>

18 00
42 75

57 75
23 50
30 75

47 25
28 50
48 75
21 00
30 00
1-9 50

33 00

34 SO

43 50
29 25

58 50
61 50

Oxford
1
367 30 75

Jefferson 368 2250
Newman 369 54 00
Livingston 371 35 25
Chambersburg 373 28 50
Shabbona

| 374 19 50
Archimedes

j
377 36 75

Aroma ' 378 21 75
Payson I 379 41 25
Liberty 380 2475
M. R. Thompson 381 57 75
Gill I

382 1950
LaMoille..

! 383 2325
Waltham

]
384 3300

Mississippi
1 385 33 75

Bridgeport
|
386 2850

Youngstown 387 25 50
ElDara... ! 388 2325
Kankakee 389 93 75
Ashmore..

|

390 2550
Tolono

!
391 2550

Oconee ' 392 1350
Blair

: 393 145 5°
Jerseyville

;
394 4725

Muddy Point
|
396 3675

Shiloh
I
397 1350

Kinmunay
|
398 32 25

Buda 399 35 25
Pacific

\

4°° 37 50
Odell.. 401 2100
Kishwaukee 402 3450
Mason City

! 403 5100
Batavia...'. 1 404 51 75
Ramsey ! 405 2325
Bethalto :

406 2250
Stratton...

i

408 4425
Thos. J.Turner... I 409 96 00
Mithra

|

4'° 88 50

Hesperia I
4" 244 50

BoUen i
412 22 50

Evening Star
\

414 23 25

Lawn Ridge ' 4^5 3° «>

Paxton • 416 41 25

Marseilles 4^7 44^5
Freeburg ' 418 3375
Reynoldsburg t 419 2775
Oregon 420 37 5°
Washburn

|

421 13 5°

Landmark : 422 16875
Lanark ' 423 43 5°
Exeter 424 2325
Scottville.. ! 426 3000
Red Bud.. I 427 25 50

Sunbeam.. I 428 34 5°

Chebanse.. ! 429 36°°
Kendrick 1 43° 2250
Summit I 43^ 1650
Murraj'ville.... ! 432 2625
Annawan..

; 433 25 50

Makanda.. ' 434 45 75

Philo ' 436 49 50

Chicago... ,437 1725°
Camargo.. 44° 3' 5°
Sparland 441 22 50

Casey
;

442 25 50

Hampshire
i 443 33 75
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lodc;e dues for the year 1SS7

—

Continued.

Cave-in-Rock...
Chesterfield
Watseka
S. D. Monroe...
Yates City
Mendon....
Loami
Bromwell..
New Hartford .

.

Maroa
Irving
Nokomis
Moscow
Blazing Star
Jeffersonville... .

.

Plainview
Tremont
Palmyra
Denver
Huntsville
Cobden..
South Macon...

.

Cheney's Grove.
McLean....
Rantoul....

Kendall
Amity
Gordon
Columbia
WalshviUe
Manito
Rutland
Pleiades
Wyoming
Logan
Momence..
Lexington
Edgewood
Xenia
Bowen
Andrew Jackson
Clay City
Shannon...
Martin
Libertyville
Tower Hill
Bath
Stone Fort
Tennessee
Alma..
Murphysboro .

St. Paul....

Stark..

Woodhull
(Min..
East St. Louis.

.

Meridian Sun. .

.

O. H. Miner......

Home....
Parkersburg .....

.

J. D. Moody....
Clintonville

Wade-Barney. .

.

Bradford
Andalusia
Litchfu-ld

444
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i.onoE DUES KOR THE YEAR 1887

—

Continued.

Lostant
Cerro Gordo...
Laclede
Watson
Clark
Hebron
Streator
Piper
Sheldon
Union Park....

Lincoln Park..

Rock River....

Patoka
Forrest
Wadley.. ......

Milan
Basco
New Hope
Hopedale. . .

.

Locust
Union
Tuscan
Norton. . .

.

Ridge Farm....

E. F. W. Ellis

Buckley
Rochester ....

Peotone .......

Keystone
Comet
Apollo
D. C. Cregier.

San Jose
Somonauk
Blueville..... . .

.

Camden ..... . .

,

Hinsdale
Irvington... . .

.

Atwood
Greenview. . .

Yorktown ....

Mozart
Lafayette
Rock Island....

Lambert
Grand Chain...

South Park
Phoenix
Mayo
Greenland
Crawford
Erie
Burnt Prairie..

Herder
Fillmore
Eddyville
Normal
Waldeck
Pawnee
A. O. Fay
Enfield
Illinois City...

Clement
Morrisonville...

Blue Mound....
Burnside

597
600
601
602
603
604
607
608

609
610
611

612

613
614
616
617
618
620
622

623
627
630
631

632

633
634
635
636

639
641

642

643
645
646

647
648

649
650
651

653
655
656

657
658

659
660
662

663
664
665
666

667

670
672

673
674
675
676

677
679

682

683

I15 75
42 00
29 25
25 50
32 25
22 50
85 50
28 50
26 25
105 75
150 GO
95 25

37 50

33 75
20 25
36 00
24 00
22 50
30 00
17 25

23 25
25 50

39 00
30 00
72 00
22 50
21 00
30 00
81 00
38 25
124 50
127 50
16 50
28 50

33 00

37 50
27 00

9 75
31 50
35 25
18 75
41 25
15 00
48 75
52 50
29 25
31 50
21 00
13 50
21 00
10 50
30 75
15 00

75 75
50 25
32 25

27 75
63 00
27 Do
31 50

35 25

9 75
24 00
27 00

43 50
21 00

Galatia
Rio
Garfield
Orangeville
Clifton

Englewood
lola

Raymond
Herrin's Prairie.

Shiloh Hill

Belle Rive
Richard Cole
Hutton
Pleasant Plains...

Temple Hill

Alexandria
Braidwood
Ewing
Joppa
Circle
Star
Farmer City
Providence
CoUinsville . . .

Johnsonville .. . .

Newtown
Elvaston .........

Calumet
Arcana
May
Chapel Hill .. .

Rome
Walnut
Omaha ...

Chandlerville. . .

.

Rankin
Golden Rule
Raritan .

Waterman
Lake Creek. . . .

Eldorado .

Harbor
Carman
Gibson
Morning Star. . .

.

Sheridan
Dennison
Arrowsmith ... .

Sullivan Centre. .

Lakeside
Grant Park
New Holland
Danvers
Scott Land
Goode
Winnebago
Weldon
Centennial
Alta
Akin
Lyndon
Lounsbury
Allendale
Cornell
Ogden
Pre-emption

685
686

687
688

690
691
692

693
695
696

697
698
700
701

702

704
705
706

707
709
710
711

712

713
714
7'5
716

717
718

719
721

722

723
724

725
726

727
728

729

730
731

732

733
734
735
736

737
738

739
740
741

742

743
744
745
746

747
748

749
750
751

752

753
754
755

$17. 50

39 75
211 50
24 75
18 75

135 75
15 00

41 25

40 50
29 25
28 50

153 75

39 00
24 00
28 50

33 °o
86 25
18 75
12 00
61 50

52 50

44 25

44 25

38 25

36 75

35 25
16 50
48 00

05 75
19 50
42 00

23 25

37 50

23 25

23 25
12 GO

III 75
22 50
26 25
20 25

29 25
82 50
28 50
48 75

117 00
26 25
12 75
15 00
22 50
87 75
17 25

15 75
20 25
18 00

27 75
24 00

40 50
23 25
20 25
27 00
18 75
27 00
21 75
9 00

38 25
24 00
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LODGE DUES 1-OR THE YEAR 1 887

—

Continued.

Hardinsville
Verona
Mystic Star.

Hickory Hill

Sibley
Van Meter .

.

Crete
Sullivan
Palace
Littleton
Triluminar. .

,

Mizpah

756

757
758

759
761

762

763
764
765
766

767
768

33 75

74 25
31 50
26 25

19 50
27 00

39 75
85 50
24 00
29 25

99 00

St. Elmo
La Grange
Bay City .... .

.

New Burnside .

Mansfield
Lake View
Omega
Grand Crossing.
Ravenswood. . .

.

Gurney
Wright's Grove

769
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RECAIMTULATION.

Dues Collected for 1885 j 75 00
Dues Collected fur 1886 229 75
Dues collected for 1887 29,867 75
Dues Collected from Lodges U. D 123 75
Dispensations for Lodges U. D !;oo 00
Special Dispensations by Grand Master 176 00
Proceedings sold i 75
Grand Lodge Ky-Laws sold 7 75
Books of Ceremonies sold 17 00
Fee Duplicate Charter 5 00

CHARITY FUND.

Dues Defunct Lodges (, 37 10
Supplies and Cash from Detunct Lodges 209 75
Certifying Diplomas 48 00

294 85

Total $31,298 60

M. W. Bro. D. M. Browning presented his report on Masonic Correspondence,

which, on motion, was received and ordered printed with the proceedings.

M. W. Bro. Joseph Robbins moved that the usual appropriation be made to the

Committee on Masonic Correspondence, which was referred to the Committee on

Finance.

REPORT—Committee on Grand Master's Address.

R. W. Bro. James I. McCIintock presented the following report from the Com-

mittee on Grand Master's Address, which, on motion, was received and adopted, ex-

cepting that portion which refers to lodges whose charters have been arrested or

suspended, which were referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence.

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois F. & A. Masons :

Your Committee on the Grand Master's Address, who are charged with the duty

of subdividing said address and referring the same to the several committees of this

Grand Lodge, respectfully report that they have examined said address, and they

recommend reference as follows :

To the Committee on Obituaries, so much of said address as relates to our fra-

ternal dead.

To the Committee on Lodges under Dispensation, so much of the address as

relates to lodges under dispensation, except the question as to Hiram Lodge, of

Pittsfield, hereinafter referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence.

To the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, decisions numbered from one to

four, inclusive, and so much of said address as relates to issuing a dispensation to
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Hiram Lodge, of Pittsfield, without requiring the recommendation of the three near-

est lodges; the (|uestion of law involved in the matter of Cobden Lodge, No. 466 ;

the question of law involved in the matter of Providence Lodge, No. 711 ; the mat-

ter of Vienna Lodge, No. 150; the case of John Fairley Allan; the matter of the

appeal ot Bro. Joseph E. Dyas from the action of Paris Lodge, No. 268 ; the matter

of the appeal of Bro. Ivory H. Pike from the action of Wade- Barney Lodge, No.

512; the communication of Bro. W. M. Hall, Master of Russell Lodge, No. 154,

and the question of admitting court records of conviction as evidence in Masonic

trials.

Your committee recommend that the action of the Grand Master in deposing

l!ro. Jonathan Teftt from the office of W. M. of Clintonville Lodge, No. 511, be

approved, and that said sentence be continued in force during the term of office of

said l:)rother.

They also recommend that the action of the Grand Master in the cases of

Hamilton Lodge, No. 563, and Sheffield Lodge, No. 678, be approved, and that the

Grand Master be authorized to take such steps as may be necessary to secure to the

Grand Lodge the property of said Sheffield Lodge.

Your committee further recommend that the names and numbers of the follow-

ing named lodges, which have voluntarily surrendered their charters, be erased from

the register, viz : Butler Lodge, No. 459 ; Centre Lodge, No. 694, and Venice

Lodge, No. 621.

They also recommend that the charters of the following named lodges, reported

as having forfeited their charters, or as having their functions suspended, be revoked

and that their names and numbers be erased from the register, viz : Pittsfield Lodge,

No. 56 ; Cooper Lodge, No. 489 ; Hanover Lodge, No. 300 ; Elkhart Lodge, No.

545 ; Grant Lodge, No. 452 ; Lemont Lodge, No. 708, and Darwin Lodge, No. 551.

They further recommend that the following matters be referred to the Grand

Master for investigation and such action as the nature of the case may demand, viz :

The question of jurisdiction between Hazel Dell Lodge, No. 580, and Greenup

Lodge, No. 125; the complaint of Bro. W. B. Elmore, of Union Lodge, No. 627 ;

the complaint of Bro. Wm. S. Moseley, of New Liberty Lodge ; the matter of Pre-

emption Lodge, No. 755; the question of jurisdiction between Wright's Grove

Lodge, No. 779, and Keystone Lodge, No. 639 ; the matter of Blazing Star Lodge,

No. 458, and the matter of Bro. S. H. Hood, of Moscow Lodge, No. 457.

Your committee further recommend that the action of the Grand Master in all

matters reported in said address, not hereby referred to committees, or concerning

which no special recommendation has been made, be approved.

Your committee note with pleasure the continuance of the Schools of Instruc-

tion, and that interest in them has increased, and believe with the Grand Master that

they have been of great value to the Fraternity. They also concur in the remarks of

11^
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the Grand Master concerning tlie condition of the Fraternity, our fraternal relations,

mixed funerals, lodge discipline, and apjjcals for relief, and commend them to the

careful jserusal and consideration of all members of the Grand Lodge, and of the

Fraternity in general.

Your committee are heartily in accord with the Grand Master in the views ex-

pressed as to the duties of representatives, and as to electioneering for office. The

neglect by representatives of the plain and imperative duty of attending the sessions

of the Grand Lodge, for which they are paid, and the endeavor to obtain official

station in Masonic bodies by the use of the electioneering methods of the politician,

are evils that cannot be to strongly reprehended, and while your committee do not

desire to add to the remarks of the Grand Master in this connection, they earnestly

recommend that the members of this Grand Lodge reflect upon these subjects with

that care and consideration which their importance demands, and apply a remedy

for these evils if possible.

In conclusion, your committee would say that this able and exhaustive report

affords an indication of the varied and onerous duties which fall to the lot of the

presiding officer of a fraternity so great in numbers as the Masons of this great State,

and they congratulate the Grand Master and the Craft of Illinois, that in dealing

with interests so important, and with such a vast number of cases, the work has been

so well and faithfully done.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

JAMES I. McCLINTOCK,
GEORGE M. SMITH,
A. W. BLAKESLEY,

Committee.

INVITATION—To Visit Board of Trade.

R. W. Bro. Wiley M. Egan, at the request of the Secretary of the Board of

Trade, Mr. George F. Stone, extended a cordial invitation to the officers and repre-

sentatives of the Grand Lodge to visit the sessions of the Board of Trade, at any

time.

On motion of the Grand Secretary, it was

Resolved, That the invitation be accepted, with thanks.

CALLED OFF.

At 12:40 p. M the Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment, until 2

o'clock p. M.
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FIRST DAY

—

Afternoon Sfsston.

Tuesday, October 4th, A. L. 5887. \
2 o'clock p. M. j

The Grand Lodge was called to labor by the M. \V. (irand Master, Grand

Officers and Representatives as in the morning.

PETITION—Presented.

The Grand Secretary presented a petition from Cooper Lodge, No. 489, which,

on motion, was referred to the Committee on Petitions.

SPECIAL ORDER—Election of Officers.

The M. W. Grand Master announced the appointment of the following named
bretliren as tellers :

COUNTING TELLERS.

John C. White, Jacob Krohn, G. A. .Staddler, L M. McCollister, John Von

Gunten, Jr., Samuel Rawson, F. E. Eubeling.

COLLECTING TELLERS.

C. F. Tenney, W. J. Elwell, W. O. Butler, M. B. lott, F. D. Hatch, C. Rohr-

bough, J. R. Ennis, E. D. Bone, A. Sumerlin, A. J. ILirbers, W. K. Forsyth.

During the collecting, assorting and counting of the ballots by the tellers, the

Grand Lodge proceeded with the following business :

REPORT—Committee on Obituaries.

R. W. Bro. Owen Scott submitted the following report from tlie Committee on

Obituaries, which, on motion, was adopted by a rising vote :

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. & A. Masons :

The silent messenger has been busy since last we gathered here. Neither great

nor small has escaped his personal summons from labors on earth to eternal rest and

refreshment in the paradise of God. The great leveler has been constantly engaged

in destroying all distinctions between the earthly great and the humbly good. Each

has felt the keen edge of the scythe of time as it produced sad havoc among the

children of men. Our Craft have been called to the open grave to deposit, with fra-

ternal tenderness, the acacia, as the symbol of tlie immortal part which survives the
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tomb. Illinois, the beautiful, weeps over the broken column of her fraternal dead.

Two bright stars have been obscured by the Great Liglu from the great white throne.

Two eminent designers on the trestle board of this Grand Jurisdiction have laid aside

their earthly working tools, to enter, as living stones, into that house not made with

hands, eternal in tlie heavens.

Fast Grand Masters Theodore T. Gurney and Ira A. W. Buck, since last we
met, have seen the sands of time exhausted from the hour glass of human existence.

Of the former your committee would not speak. His ability, goodness and high

character were set forth in such masterly, eloquent words by those who stood at his

narrow gateway from earth to heaven, that to attempt to add to them were presump-

tuous, even sacreligious. The special obituary committee, consisting of Past Grand

Masters Cregier, Robbins and Browning, in their report, leave nothing unsaid of

Bro. Gurney's civic and Masonic wortli and history. Hence your committee recom-

mend that the "Memorial Proceedings" of the emergent communication, held in

Chicago, November iith, 1886, be publislied with tlie proceedings of tliis Grand

Communication.

IRA A. \V. BUCK.

During the last session of this Grand Lodge the life of Past Grand Master Buck

was hovering over the verge of eternity, and but few days thereafter elapsed before

the silver cord was loosed, the golden bowl broken, and the spirit of our brother re-

turned unto God who gave it.

He was intimately connected ^\'ith Masonry during its formative period in

Illinois. 1858, 1859 and i860 found him in the Grand East, being the only man

ever elected for three successive years to this sublime position. His official term

closed just prior to the beginning of that period of gloom and woe when Masons,

through love of home and country, sought to destroy their brethren. Blood and fright-

ful carnage called all the merciful ministrations which our Fraternity could inter-

pose. Many incidents of Masonic recognition and brotherly consideration prove

that the Craft of Illinois had built upon a solid rock.

Bro. Buck was born in Plattsburg, N. Y., about 1817 or 181 8, and was educated

at the Academy in that city. He then served in his father's store, and afterward

learned the baker's trade. He married Miss Ellen St. Germain about 1S35, when

they removed to Buffalo, N Y., where they carried on the business for awhile. He
came to Little Rock, Kendall County, 111., about 1842, where he cultivated a farm

in company with his father. Then he studied medicine, and commenced practice in

Aurora, 111. He was an original Abolitionist, in correspondence with Owen Love-

joy, and was one of the line of the Underground Railroad. He was a friend of

Gov. Richard Yates, who, in 1856, appointed him one of the State Prison Commis-

sioners at Joliet. After this he became one of the contractors, with Samuel Buck-

master and others, for the prison work. He returned to Aurora about 1S66, and
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was married to Mrs. Hiram Anderson, by whom he had one son, who survives him.

He was appointed to a position in the Federal service, and was soon removed to

Chicago, where his widow now resides. He petitioned Jerusalem Temple Lodge,

No. 90, at Aurora, July 3 ; was elected August i, initiated August 27, passed Sep-

tember 19, and raised September 24, all in 1S50. It will be seen that Bro. Buck at

once became an active and zealous Mason. Only eight years from Entered Appren-

tice to Grand Master, in so large a jurisdiction, indicates a strength of character and

degree of fitness possessed by few. During the long period since the close of the

term of Bro. Buck as Grand Master, he has been faithful to the principles of our

noble Institution, and by his exemplary character has endeared himself to all who

knew him. The acacia sprig ever blooming at the head of his grave but reminds

us that his gentle spirit has gone to eternal rest, where the Supreme Architect of the

Universe presides.

L. W. SHEPHERD.

Not only has the realm of Fast Grand Masters been invaded, l>ut among those

with lesser yet important trusts, has the Angel of Death hovered. R. W. Bro. L. W.
Shepherd, Deputy Grand Master of the 19th District, while in the discharge of the

duties of life, and while enjoying apparent good health, in a moment, was called into

the silent land.

Bro. Shepherd was universally respected during his useful and eventful life. In

1862 he answered his country's call, and did valiant service. He became Assistant

Quartermaster, with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and also was for a time Acting

Paymaster. After the close of the war, Bro. Shepherd passed into the active civic

duties of his home. He has served as Comptroller, and Clerk of the city of Spring-

field. Afterward Bro. Shepherd went to the west and engaged in the banking busi-

ness, but returned after a time to Springfield. Upon the establishment of the Illinois

Soldiers' and Sailors' Home, at Quincy, our brother was placed in the responsible

position of Secretary of that beneficent institution. While in the performance of

these duties Bro. Shepherd was stricken down, in the vigor of medieval manhood.

He was a member of St. Paul Lodge, No. 500, at Springfield. He was also a

member of Springfield Chapter, No. i, and Ellwood Commandery, No. 6. During

the time that Carson Consistory was in existence, at Springfield, Bro. Shepherd was

Commander-in-Chief. After it became extinct he became a member of Oriental

Consistory, of Chicago, and so remained until his death.

In October, 1861, I'ro. Shepherd was married to Miss Sarali Amos, who sur-

vives him and resides at Springfield, with their adopted son. In every walk and

station in life, whether civic, military, domestic or Masonic, lira. Shepherd reached

the full measure of a man. His heart was in the right spot, near the surface, and

ever beat in sympathy with the good and true.
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SAMCEI, WILSON, VERMONT.

A rich sheaf has been garnered in the fullness of time in our sister jurisdiction

of Vermont. Samuel Wilson at the age of 96 has gone home. He is especially know

to and revered by those who have followed the ritualistic features of Masonry as it

has gone from east to west. The establishment in Illinois of the Preston-Webb

work came most largely through our lately departed and justly distinguished brother.

This work was delivered by Thomas Smith Webb to John Barney, at whose feet Bro.

Wilson sat until he like that other great teacher became even a greater one. Illinois

therefore bows over his tomb and mourns as tliougli lie were not separated by flimsy

state lines.

Many of the Craft have passed beyond the river during the past year, but your

committee lias had little or no means of gaining exact or satisfactory information con-

cerningthem. We gather here in annual communication with bowed heads and sorrow-

ing hearts to testify of the Masonic worth of those who have gone to join the silent

multitudes who through the ages have passed through the valley and shadow of death.

In memory of those, the departed Craftsmen, your committee recommend that

a memorial page be fraternally dedicated.

Fraternally submitted,

OWEN SCOTT,
JOSEPH E. EVANS,
EDWIN A. KRATZ,

Committee.

W. Bro. Charles Downey, W. Master of Westfield Lodge, No. 163, presented

an excuse for the failure of his lodge to pay its annual dues in the prescribed time,

which; on motion, was referred to the Committee on Finance.

REPORT—Committee on Appeals and Grievances.

R. W. Bro. Joseph E. Dyas presented the following report from the Committee

on Appeals and Grievances, which, on motion, was received and adopted:

r,> the M. IV. Grand Lodge of IlHnois, F. Ss' A. M.:

Your Committee on Appeals and Grievances fraternally report that they have

carefully examined the cases referred to them, aud report as follows :

No. I

Gill Lodge, No. 582, A. F. & A. M.

In this case, the first and only specification to sustain the charge of un-Masonic

conduct, is, in the opinion of your committee, insufhcient, and does not constitute a
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Masonic offense. The evidence adduced at the trial corresponds with the specifica-

tion in its failure to establish a Masonic offense. Your committee recommend that the

action of the lodge be set aside, and the accused restored to his membership in said

lodge.

r'.r. - No. 2.

Olney Lodge, No. 140, A. F. & A. M. )

This is an appeal taken from the action of Olney Lodge by one of the accusers,

for the failure of said lodge to find the accused guilty of a certain charge and speci-

fication. In the opinion of your committee, neither the first nor second specifica-

tions set forth Masonic offense. The third specification 'alleges an offense, but the

evidence failed to sustain it. No evidence was offered under the fourth specification.

Your committee therefoie recommends that the action of the lodge be sustained.

vs. y No. 3
JEKKERSONVILLE LoDGE, No. 460, A. F. & A. M. J

This is an appeal taken by the W. M. from the action of said lodge, in failing to

find the accused guilty on the charge of un- Masonic conduct. The evidence in this

case was taken by a committee in a very unsatisfactory manner. The witnesses, in-

stead of being required to state facts, simply gave their impressions and opinions of

the guilt of the accused, and the committee reported those impressions and opinions

to the lodge, so that your committee are in doubt as to what the real facts are, and

believe that the case should receive a more thorough investigation than on the former

trial. We therefore recommend that the action of the lodge be set aside, and the

case be remanded for a new trial.

All of which is fraternally submitted
,

JOSEPH E. DYAS,
W. S. CANTRELL,
H. J. HAMLIN,
IRA W. BUELL,
H. M. GILLMORE,

Committee.

W. Bro. Adoiph Sumerlin oftered the following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare a digest of the

laws of the M. W. Grand Lodge, and the decisions of the M. W. Grand Masters which

have been made from time to time, together with the Committees on Masonic Juris-

prudence and Appeals and Grievances.

Which, on motion, was referred to the Committee on Printing.



92 Proceedings of the [ Oct. Jith,

AMENDMENTS—To By-Laws.

M. W. ]>ro. Joseph Kobbins moved that the proposed amendments to the (jrand

Lodge By-Laws be taken up, and that the second proposed amendment be adojHed,

which amendment was adopted :

No. 2. Amend Section 3, Article i, Part Third, of the Grand Lodge By-Laws

by striking out all after the word "sojourning" and insert the following: "Shall, in

case the offender shall be suspended or expelled, give notice thereof to the lodge of

whicli lie may be or shall have last been a member."

Section 3, Article i. Part Third, of the Grand Lodge By-Laws as amended

reads as follows :

Section 3. In case of offending Masons who are members of any other lodge,

the lodge within whose jurisdiction the offender resides, or is sojourning, shall, in

case the offender shall be suspended or expelled, give notice thereof to the lodge of

which he may be or shall have last been a member.

W. Bro. John H. Tyler moved tliat the first proposed amendment be adopted,

whicli was lost.

No. I. Amend Section 5, Article XIH, Part Second, of the Grand Lodge By-

Laws, by striking out the words "or jurisdictional residence."

PETITION—Presented.

The Grand Secretary presented a petition from Lake View Lodge, No. 774, and

Wright's Grove Lodge, No. 779, which, on motion, was referred to the Committee

on Petitions.

REPORT—Committee on Credentials.

K. W. Bro. H. C. Clarke presented the following report for the Committee on

Credentials

:

7i7 i/ie M. IV. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. &= A. Masons :

Your Committee on Credentials fraternally report that the following brethren,

whose names appear in this report, are present and entitled to seats in this Grand

Lodge

:

All of which is fraternally submitted,

H. C. CLARKE,
FRED. E. EUBELING,
R. C. HUMBERT,

Committee.

Chicago, October 4, A. D. 1887, A. L. 5887.
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GRAND OFFICERS.

M. W. Alexander T. Darrah Grand Master.
'

R. W. John C. Smith Deputy Grand Master.

R. W. John M. Pearson Senior Grand PVarden.

R. W. Monroe C. Crawford .Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. Wiley M. Egan Grand Treasurer.

R. W. Loyal L. Munn Grand Secretary.

R. W. Rev. H. W. Thomas, D. D Grand Chaplain.

R. W. W. S. Hooper Grand Orator.

W. D. B. Breed Deputy Grand Secretary.

W. Edward L Cronkrite Grand Pursuivant.

W. Rowley Page Grand Marshal.

W. Charles Fisher, pro. tem Grand Standard Bearer.

W. J. H. C. Dill Grand Sword Bearer.

W. Leroy a. Goddakd Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Henry R.Phinney .Junior Grand Deacon.

W. George W. Hamilton Grand Steward.

W. Joseph Dixon Grand Steward.

W. John Schofield Grand Steward.

W. R. D. Lawrence Grand Steiuard.

Bro. Robert R. Stevens Grand Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

M. W. DeWitt C. Cregier Past Grand Master.

M. W. James A. Hawlf.y Past Grand Master.

M. W. Joseph Robisins Past Grand Master.

M. W. John R. Thomas Past Grand Master.

M. W. Daniel M. Browning Past G7-and Master.

R. W. Asa W. Blakesley Past Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. H. C. Cleaveland Past Senior Grand Warden.

R. VV. Henry E. Hamilton Past Senior Grand Warden.

^2l



94 Proceedings of tlw [ Oct. Iiih,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GIIAND MASTERS.

R. W. Ira W. Buell First District

.

R. W. T. G. Morris Second District.

R. W. E. W. Wood Third District.

R. W. A. W. Adams Fourth District.

R. W. Jacob Krohn Fifth District.

R. W. E. T. E. Becker Sixth District.

R. W. W. L. MiLLlGAN Ninth District.

R. W. Lewis C. Seeley Twelfth District.

R. W. Wm. R. Hoyle, Jr Thirteenth District.

R. W. C. F. Hitchcock Fourteenth District.

R. W. Owen Scott Fifteenth District.

R. W. Fayette S. Hatch Sixteenth District.

R. W. F. E. EUBKLING Seventeenth District.

R. W. Chas. F. Tenney Eighteenth District.

R. W. W. B. Grimes Twentieth District.

R. W. W. O. Butler Twentyfrst District.

R. \V. I. M. McCollester Twenty-second District.

R. W. Wm. T. Vandeveer Twenty-third District.

R. W. John Von Gunten, Jr Twenty-fourth District.

R. W. John C. White Twenty-fifth District.

R. W. Samuel Rawson Twenty sixth District.

R. W. James Douglas Twenty-seventh District.

R. W. C. M. Forman Twenty-eighth District.

R. W. W. T- Elwell Tzventy-7iinth District.
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James A. Hawley Alabama.

Monroe C. Crawford Arizona.

Loyal L. Munn British Cohtntbia.

John McLaren California.

Wi ley M. Egan '.. Canada.

James A. Hawley Colorado.

D. C. Cregier CoTinecticuf.

John O'Neill Delaware.

D. C. Cregier District of Columbia.

John C. Smith Idaho.

D. C. Cregier Indiana.

Charles H. Patton Indian Territory.

Joseph Robbins Iowa.

Wiley M . Egan Ireland.

Francis S. Belden Ka nsas.

John P. Norvell Kentucky.

Chas. F. Tenney Louisiana.

Chas. H. Brenan Maine.

Jacob Krohn Manitoba.

D. C. Cregier Michigan.

D. C. Cregier Mississippi.

John C. Smith Nevada.

Henry E. Hamilton New Hampshire.

W. B. Grimes Ne^u Jersey.

Henry E. Hamilton New Mexico.

W. A. Stevens N'orth Carolina.

S. S. Chance Ohio.

Frank W . Havii.i Oregon.

John M. Pearson Pennsylvania.

E. T. E. Becker Prince Edward Island.

DeWitt C. Cregi er Quebec.

James A. Hawley Rhode Island.

Charles H. Patton South Carolina.

Haswell C. Clarke Tennessee.

Edward Cook Texas.

Owen Scott Utah.

John L. McCullough Vermont.

D. M. Browning Virginia.

John R. Thomas Washington Territory,

Gil. W. Barnard IVisconsin.

W. L. MiLT.iGAN South .Australia.
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REPRESENTATIVES OF LODGES.

Thos W. Macfall S. W.
Asa W. Blakesley* J. W.
Daniel Lawrence W. M.

3 Matthew Minter "
4 H. H. Biggs ••

7 O. Ft. Anderson "
C. L. Hovey "
T. W. Pinkerton* S. W.

9 C. B. Griffith W. M.
13 F. D. Hardy "

L. H. Adams •'

15 A. J. Harbers "
le T. N. Pitkin ••

17 Albert Eads "
19 Caleb B. Laning S W.

John V. Scott W. M.
\Vm R. Hamilton S. W.

23 J. F. Deems "
24 F. C. Knoebel W. M.
25 Z. Silver "
26 John Junk S. W.
27 Thos. L. Fansler "
29 (). F. Fogelmark W. M.
31 John H. Mitchell W. M.

John W. Burton* S. W.
John W. Burton* J. W.

33 W. K. Steele W. M.
34 D. W Greene "
35 Geo. M. Sefton "

C. O. Skidmore* J. W.
37 D. D. Dunkle W. M.
38 John P. Norvell "

39 Geo. O. S. Bert "
40 Chas. E. Pettit "
42 C. M. Henssgen* •'

C. E. White J. W.
44 John J. McDonnold \V. M
46 J. W. Bradley, Jr S. W.
47 John Flinn W. M.
48 Egbert C Cook "

49 John P. Hand "
50 Thomas J. Pinkerton S. W.
51 A. H. Clotfelter W. M.
52 Peter Banjan "
53 H. C. Robertson "
55 Z. P. Form an J. W.
57 Geo. F. Kramer W. M.
58 Harvey E. Huston "
59 Ed. L. Willits "
60 J. H. Thomas "
61 Willis H. Ford "
63 E. E. Thomas* "
64 A. G. Orr* "
65 Samuel Mather "
66 Frank W. Godfrey S. W.
67 Chas. A. Coulter W. M.
69 William L. Heath J. W.
70 James W. Turner W. M.
71 A H Saunders S. W.
72 John D. Gerlach "
74 A. A. Snyder W. M.
75 Jobez Love .". "
76 A. M. Boring* "

77 Howard A. Westbrook J. W.
78 Henry L. Hatlcy W. M.
79 S. W. Baird "

*Proxy.

114

115
116

117
118

119
122

123
124
125
126

127
128

129
130
131

132

133
134
135
136

137
'38

139
140

142

143

H. W. Chapman W. M.
A. W. Peet* "
E. Sylvester "
S. L.Johnson* "
W. M.Schuwerk "
S. H. Newlin "
Geo. E. McHose "
W. L. Benson "
D. H. Owen "
J. W. Thrift* "
Z. C. Bailey "

J. Knox Hall "
W. T. Reynolds "
John E. Morton* S. W.
F. D. Whittaker* J. W.
John E. McCay "
Isaac N. Roland W. M.
J. F. Hoover* "
Thos. Giers S. W.
Thos. W. Price W. M.
J. W. Green* S. W.
E. S Bartholomew W. M.
S. B. Mitchell "
R.J. Standard S. W.
Samuel W. Puffer W. M.
J. H. Jefford "
S. J, \Vilson •'

T.J' Kasper "
C. J. Reuter "
Lewis C. Oliver "
Simon Willard* J. W.
Leman H, Streeter* W. M.
G. C. Henry "
T. W. Bassett* S. W.
Wm. Barnett W. M.
Emory J. Tower "
E. P. Durell "
G. M. Turnbull "

J. C Deatherage "
Wm. G. Snyder J. W.
H. P. Shumway W. M.
Lewis H. Hand •'

Henry Stocker "
Thomas B. Cox "
Bennni P. Tripp "
Gleason H. Stafford "
Henry M. Webber "
John T. Callaway "

J. W. Johnson "
Theodore Steyer "
A. P.rininstool "
James A. Michael "
Fred A. Jones "
Thadeus E Conover "
C. M. Eaton S. W.
R. A. Silliman W. M.
Lester Barber "
W. A. Fowler S. W.
Thos. Tippit W. M.
W. F. Beck* S. W.
W. F. Keck* J. W.
Henry McCall W. M.
Wm. Stevenson S. W.
Robert M. Laing J. W.
H. W. Booth W. M.
H. J. Christian W. M.
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—
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144 S. O. Vaughn* W. M.
145 A. B. Wolvin W. M.
146 Thomas Nicholson W. M.
147 E. B. Ball W. M.
148 W. S, Waltrip "
149 Wm. B. Wright S. W.
150 Harry L. Arnold M. W.
151 W. M.Sandford "
152 W. F. Searles "

153 Walter H.Offill "
154 W. M. Hall "
155 Geo. H. Perrin "
156 Edward Pawson "
157 John H. Finfrock- S. W.
158 Henry Colby "
159 C E. McCuUough M. W.
160 A. M. McConoughey "

Lucius Frink S. W.
S.N. Howard J. W.

161 Lewis F. Becker M. W.
162 John C. Simpson "

W P. Askins* J. W.
163 Charles Downey M. W.
164 Frank C Meserve "
165 Vaden Hamilton* "
166 T. A. Hodgkins J. W.
168 J. A. McConnell W. M.
169 John H. Palmer "
170 W. N. Conkrite "
171 S. S. Garst S. W.
172 J. M. Burkholder W. M.
173 Henry Andrus '"

174 J. H. Gunsaul '

175 J- G. Elwood* "
176 Jacob Scheidenhelm "

177 C. T. Dripps "
178 R. D. Badger "
179 S. S. Major "
180 A. J. Combs "
182 Herman Pomy "
1B3 S. Ed. Snow "
185 J.B.Smith "
187 S.W.Clark "
188 Chas. C. Farmer "
i8g Havilah Pease "
190 E. C. Hawley "
192 L T. Scudder "

193 John Lamb "
194 C. W Bradshaw "

195 J. R. Booth "
196 W.R.Whitman "
197 Samuel G. Gardiner "
198 Geo. A Gilbert "
199 Jacob Sengle "
200 W. L. Hallam "
201 D. B. Robertson "
203 O. S. Webster "

Isaac J.Taylor S. W.
204 I H. Smith J. W.
205 W. L. Nicholson W. M.
206 N. E Roberts "
207 J. W. Haines "
208 Frank Martin "
209 Henry Lesch "

Chas. S. Ranken S. W.
Lewis S. Redgway J. W.

*Pro.\y.

211

212

217
218

219

220
221

222

223

229
230
231

232

233
234
235
236

237
238

239
240
241

243
244
245

246
247
248

249
250
251
252

253
254
255
^57
260
261

262

263
264

265
266

267

268

269
270
271

272

273
274
275
276

Robert Goebel W. M.
Geo. D. Corwin J. W.
D. F. Flannery W. M.
F. R. Kahl* "
L M. Van Horn "

W. H. Lathrop S. W.
J. L. Furneaux.. W. M.
P). (). Manker ''

Wm. G. Gregory "'

John Rutherford* S. W.
Jul D. Brown W. M.
I. N. Kaufmann "
H. C. Pettitt "
Ashley W. Elliott "
John Hair "
W. E. Gilliland "
W. S. Shirey "

J. H. Wilson "

J. H. Graddy "
W. E Sapp S. W.
J. P. Lamar W. M.
Geo. S. Fuhr "
E. Musselman '"

P.. Mendenhall "
John W. Rose "
Rudolph Hebsacker "
August G. Thomas "
Owen D. Maker "
Edwin A. Kratz "
Geo. L. Bowyer* S. W.
O. P. Stoddard W. M.
Frank Barker "
Isaac Norman "
Wm. H. Williams* S. W.
W. R. Shinn W. M.
E. Harris "
Thos. Terhum S. W.
Thos. L. Keas W. M.
T. S. Price "
S. T. Therry S. W.
A. L. Craig W. AT.

F M. Nance "
V. H. Snook "
R. C. Clark •'

F. Fenor* "
David R. Springer S. W.
John H. Tyler W. M.
Albert T. Randall "
James Bennett "
Jacob Gall "
N. A. Whitney S. W.
J. Russ Grace W. M.
Wm. Likes "
R. H. Bacon "
C. M. Kern S. W
D. M Wieder W. M.
Geo. W. Brown "
H J. Cheesman ''

John Glaze "
Geo. J. Read J. W.
John M. Minick W. M.
James S. Baumr* S W.
Conrad Apgar "
D. N. McEvers "

J. H. Shipp "
Adam C. Schadel "
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279
280
282

283
285
286
287
288

291

292

293
294
295
296

297
298

299
301

302

303
305
506
307

310
3"

312

313
314
315
316

318

3'9
320
321

325

327
330
331

332

333
334
335
336

337
339
340
341

342

344
345
346
347
348

349
350
351

352

Henry A. Aldrich W. M.
J. W. Winn "
A. Bradshaw J. W.
George B. DevoU W. M.
A. Jones "
E. 1). Olmsted "
John L. Davis "
A.N. Hollenbeak "

J. H. Merrill "
Josephus Pirkey J. W.
H. A. Sturtevant VV. M.
J. C. Kalleen "
O. J. Reese "
E. D. Smith "
W. H. Cadogan* S. W,
Tames K. P. Little "
C. R. Wells W. M.
Miles H. Wilmot "

J. A. LaBrant "
Henry E. Harris "
Geo. R. Scharap "
F. Ward "
N B.Crawford "
W. J. Frisbie "
H. A. Hammond "
W C. Wellington "
H H.Leghorn S. W.
Llewellyn Richards W. M.
R. B. Stanley "
H. Wern S. W.
Hugh Mac Miller J. W.
H. C. Crosthwoit W. M.
Omer Shawler "
T. P. Kellogg "
C. W. Alton '
T.Newton Bone "
Oliver Clossen S. W.
Henry Beach W. M.
David O. Reid "
Charles E Adams "
Geo. H. Kentficld "
E. D. Tull "
G. A. Edwards S. W.
J. S. Ferguson W. M.
William Kinkade "
H. L. Weaver "
David Holmes "
W. H. Lamb "
Herman Hahn S. W.
T. M.Stevens W. M.
John F Boerckel "
J. Frank Smith "
S. C. Whitcomb "
L. Z. Sullivan "
John W. Augur "
Charles Brainerd "
Charles Dreher "
Benj. Judd* "
Norman Compton "
Adam. Henger "
W. A. Robinsoti "
John P. Weger "
Joel S. Cook "
W. B. Swegle "
J. R. Rayburn *'

Benj. H. Harris "

*Pro.\y.

353
354
355
356
358

359
360
361

362

363
364
365
366

367
368

369
371

373

374
377
378

379
380

383
584
385
386

387

390
391

392

393
394
396

399
400
401

402

403
404

40S

409
410
411
412

414
415
416

417
418

419
420
422

M. D. Liggett
A. A. Harney
Isaac Cox
John Batson
John D. Bliss

C. Spalding
O. B. Slane
John Fackt
C E. Palmer
K. Brown
F. Nickerson
Chas- H. McGaffey....
T. L. Vradenburg
A. L. Forgy
John W. Adams
J. M. Smith
F. J. Vickery*
Oscar Dennis
L. M. Metz
Wm. Husk
Adolph Hansing
A. M. Beebe
Geo. H. Nichols
James Holman
L. A. Munn
Richard Boston
John Igon
John F. Hill
Frank Stedman
B. F Watson
B. A. Griffith

Wm. Evans
Frank D. Hatch
Isaac N. Moore
W. E Handy*
P. Diefenthaler

G. H. Casler

J. G. Marston
L. W. Brown
N. S. McDonald*
W. L. F'unkhouser, Jr.
John C. Schempp
C. Rohrbough
A. D. Boal
Edward H. Stilson

Chas. E. A.xt

0. Rogers
A. Damarin
C. A. Palmer
J. P. Jeppeson*
Peter Greenwood
1. J. Lamb
R. W. Swank*
P. M. Nichols
John Aron
Chas. H. Brenan
B. F. Brooks
John Weber
Richard Davidson
F. L. Cook
David Samuels
M. S. Carr
P.- J. Dreher*
W. H. Cover*
C. A. Anderson
Henry H. Wilder*

.S. W.

.W. M.

J. W.
W. M.

..S W.
.W. M.
..S. W.
W. M.

.J. W.
..W. M.
..S. W.
..W. M

..s w.
.J. w.
.W. M.

.S. W.

.W.M.

S. W.
.W M.

..S. W.

..W. M.
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490
491

492

John Hosbury S. W.
Charles F. Wixon J. W.
R. P.Wales .W. M.
S. H. Funk •';

J. A. Turner "

J. P. Gobble S. W.
John W. Law* W. M.
Jonathan Agler "
L. A. Kinney "

Jav Brown "
R.'O. Van Gilder "
James F. Self. "
R. W. Milar "
John A. Wiley "
W. H. Malarkey "
Jos. R. Schlossman "'

Wm F. Jarman* .
"'

Henry Tesmer "'

B. L. Adams '"

E. G. Ball "

D. F. Frayser* "

T. J. Leach "

John L. Hamilton Jr S. W.
L. C. Conover "
Henry Soldwell J. W.
Jacob Funk S. W.
Joseph Jones W. M.
Byron Travis S W.
W. F. Reynolds W. M.
F. M Smith '•

C. B. McKinney "
G. H. Webster '

Robert F. Hood* "
F. M. Furlong "

G. H. Hilliard "
Robert Morrison "
A. V.Norman "
Wm. E. West J. W.
Lewis Hartman W. M.
C. H Phelps "
W. E. Phelps J. W.
John P. Reese W. M.
Louis Shafer "

James M. Rugles* "
C. M. Noble "
Edward Swedberg S, W.
Geo. F. Hoadley W. M.
Robert Hastie "
Jud P. Esmay J. W.
A. J. Gullick W. M.
A L. Martin "
A. T. Strange "
Milton A. Goff "
James Bane "
F. McCutcheon "
Frank Thomas* S. W.
John Johnston W. M.
J. A Conant "
A. B. Davidson* "
Geo. F. Chariot "
C. C. Stephens "
CM Erwin S. W.
Frank H. Pease W. M.
R. L, Gibbs S. W.
J. Mastin W. M.
N. P Mouton '

F. C. Knight "

*Pio.\y.

493
494
495
496

497
498
500
501
502

503
504
505
506
508

509
510
5"
512

514
517

518

519
520
521

522

523
524

525
526
528

529
530
531

SV'

533
534
535
536

537

538

539

540
541

542

543
544
547
548
550
552

554
555
556

557
558

559
560
562

564

A. M. Craddick .....S. W.
D. C Harmison W. M.
J. C. B. Smith "

J. W. Aiken "

S. H. Wilson '<

R. J. Young '
George S. Fullewider "
E. G. Hill "

J. W. Willis "

John Puleston "
Albert L. Keechler "
Daniel R Hatch "

J. B, Salkeld "
L. B. Dixon '•

F. A. Voight "
B. F. Middleton '•

T. W. Teft S. W.
E. D. Bone W. M.
A. M. Mutchmore "
H. K. Warner "
G. A. Sibler J. W.
A. B. Holliday W. M.
T. B. Bohon "

John Spire ''

Jason Wilson J. W.
Wm. S. Hewins W. M.
L C. Hewitt '

M. B. lott
'•

W. P. Marsh S. W.
E. E. TayCox J. W.
Thomas J. Woods W. M.
Charles Reifsnider "
E N. Weese "
James J. Swarthout
Wm. Buckhalter "

T.J. Hodges ••

C. H. R. Thomas "

George Garden S. W.
D. F. Piper W. M,
Richard Jayne
Wm. Lembke '

A. H. Tyler "

J. B. Miller "

J. O. Dormes S. W.
F. F. Stowe W. M.
Robert Rumbold* "

L. C. Speacher S. W.
R. Rumbold J. W.
C. F. Matteson W. M.
T. P. Mautz "
Samuel Marsh S. W.
W. R. Freek W. M.
A. A. Leeper "

Thos. R. Lees J. W.
Chas E. Maynard W. M.
A, W. Hussy "
B. F. Colehower "
Charles Robinson "
Otto J. Gondolf "
A. M. Fidler "
Philip Maas "
Charles D. Jones . "
William Livingston "

Henry Sharp
H. R.Wallace S. W
N. C. Tyler W. M.
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565
566

567
569
570

572

574
575
576

577
578

579

582

583
584
585
587

590
591

592

595

597
600
601

602
603
604
607
608

609

610
611

612

613
614
616

617
618
620
623
627
630
631
632

633
635
636

639
641

642

643
645
646

647
648
650
651

653
655

V. L Zerenberg VV. M.
J. F. Happer "
John A. Baker "
W. H. Tringle "
Thos. J. Bronson. "
Charles M. Morse J. W.
N. H. Jackson W. M.
August Anderson "
H. E. Kellogg "
S. C. Smiley "

J. B. Longley "
\V. L. Brewster* "
\V. H. Stubbs '•

W. R. Davis "
Jasper A. Dillow ''

C. M. Reed* : "
E. J. Raith* ••

F. J. Allen "
O. Z. Housley •'

M. U. Trimble* "
George Rawson "
David S. Junkin* "
C. T. Coaley* '•

O. R. M(irey "
Wesley Park "

J. Z. Butler -

G. C. Spring* "
H. P.Martin S. W.
S. M. Gentry W. M.
Samuel T Hillis "
F. L. Shinkle "

David A. Clary "
R. W. Law '•

H. S. Carpenter "
R. B. Myers "
L. A. King S. W.
F. C. Richardson W. M.
Robert Turney "
S. B.Cobb J. W.
V. S. Furgeson S. W.
C. E. Blankinship "
L. BuUanc* W. M.
N. J Hughes* ••

E. N. Campbell "
\Vm. R. Hendricks ••

Jas. G. Snyder '"

J. C. Handel "
T. J Rich ••

J. S. Williams "
W. A. Colton '•

J P. Fletcher "
Calvin Ford "

R. P Hunter "
F. W. Myrick '•

Simon Fisch "
B. P. Ewing "
W. H- Reed "
Jas. Keats "

Wm. Carrothers '•

Chas. Banzet "
S. L. Reefy -
M. E- Cady - '•

T D.Hinkley "
H. K. Davis "
John A. Petrie "

J. E. Greenman "

*Proxy.

659
660

663
664
665
666

667
668

669

670
672

673
674

675
676
677
679
680
681
682

683
684
685
686

687
688

690

691
692

693
695
696
697
698
700
701

702

704

705

706

707
709
710

713
714
715
716
718

719

721

722

723
724
725
726

Hermann Hoffmann W. M.
Tiffin Jenkins "
William Kennedy S. W.
John Whitebread.. W. M.
Jacob Fellenstein "
M McMorrow "
J. A. McCorkle "
Geo. W. Tipsword "
Bennett Wood "
John F Dickinson "
W. R. Wheeler "
August Handtman S W.
Henry Kohl J. W.
Geo. W, Miller W. M.
John S. Barger "
George Champion S. W.
M. Schmitz W. M.
M. Loeb J. W.
G. C. Drennan W. M,
D. M Erskine S. W.
J. N. Wilson , W. M.
Joseph Ryan "
las. H. Stafford* "
S. W. Gulp "
William Marshall "
I. S. Perkins "
L. R. Strickland* "
H. W. Holmes "
Herbert Preston "
William Johnson S. W.
Henry Fenstimaker* W. M.
Peter Wright "
Lee White "
Wm. M.Clark S. W.
James C. Craig W. M.
John Greene "
VV. A. Perrins "
W. A Dennis "
L D. Davenport "
Thomas Ockerly "
A N. Rosecrans "'

William Lynd "

J. M.McCulloch "
C. W. Postlewait "
Edward Davidson S. W.
R. D. Swain W. M.
J. C. Neff S. W.
Wm.H. Darr J. W.
J. K Flennekin W. M.
S. Cosart S. W.
A Sumerlin W. M.
George Steely "
Thompson Bosler "
Wm. M. Johnson "

J. V. Ludwig "

J. A. Price "
Thos. J. McGrath S. W.
D. L. Riley W. M.
Jas McPride* "
T. J. Throgmorton* S. W.
F. N. Thompson "

E. Ross W. M.
James M. Gregg "
Herman Rethorn "
B. R. Cole '•

R.A. Jeffry "
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727
728
729
730
731

732

733

734
735

737
738

739

741

742

743
744
745
746

747
748

749
750
751

754
755
756

R. L. Taylor W. M.
R. Humphry "
E. L, Darrow "

S T. Webber "
Martin B Arnold "
Isaac F. Harten "'

L. E. Rockwood "
I. W Ross "
A. Gransden "
T. F. Dunlap* "

S. E. Lewis "

J. D Stowell "
E. T. Head S, W.
W. H. Stilson J. W.
George E. Harmer S. W.
J W. Vane J. W.
Seldnn Simpson W. M.
G. W. Harris "
G. W. Weaver "
Thos. C. Byland "
A. W. Cottrell "
C. J. Haller "
A. J. >lclntyre "
John Roberts "
Albert Gleason S. W.
T. E. Silkey W. M.
J. H. Seyler "
James Shipman "

*Proxy.

757
758

759
761

762

763
764
765
766

767
769
770
771

I

772

773

774
775

776

778

779

Fred Harford "
O. B. Moore "

J. Fournier S. W.
J. Rosenberger J. W.
C.S. Todd W M.
E. A White '*

F. C. Ford S. W.
Henry Cole W_. M.
Peter Gofer*
A. McLachlan "

M. O. Snyder "

J. Herman "
F. T. Croxon "
P. M. Johnston "
Peter G. Gardner "
W. S. Mosely "'

J. I. Smith* J. W.
L. L. Tayman W. M.
G. H. Frizzell* "
Wm. E. Ginther* "
C. H. Swinton S. W.
L. A. Peirce W. M.
E. W. Hutchinson S. W.
Chas. Truax W. M.
Albert Galloway S W.
James Bryan J. W.
Thos. M. Madglin* W. M,
F. M. Leiferman S. W.

AMENDMENT—To By-Laws.

The Grand Secretary moved that the third proposed amendment to the Grand

Lodge By-Laws be adopted, which was carried.

No. 3. Amend Section 12, Article XX 11 1., Part Second, of the Grand Lodi^c

By Laws by striking out all after tl\e words " Grand Lodge" where they first occur

in said section down to and including the words " Part Second," and inserting in

lieu thereof tlie words "on or before the first day of September next succeeding the

date of the dispensation."

Section 12, Article XXIII. , Part Second, of the Grand Lodge By-Laws, as

amended, reads as follows

:

Sccdon 13. Every lodge under dispensation shall make its returns to the Grand

Lodge on or before the first day of September next succeeding the date of its dispen-

sation, and shall transmit therewith its letter of dispensation, a copy of its by-law s,

and a record of its proceedings. After making such return, no lodge meeting shall

be held until the Grand Lodge shall grant a charter, and the reiiuirements of Section

14 of this article are complied with.
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AMENDMENT—To By-Laws Proposed.

\V. Kro. D. li. Robertson offered the following amendment to the By-Laws,

which being seconded by twenty representatives, lies over until the next annual

ciimmunication:

Amend Section 15, Article VI., Part First, of the Grand Lodge By-Laws, by

inserting after the word proceedings, ( "one of which shall be a bound copy, having

the name and number of the lodge printed thereon.")

D. B. ROBERTSON.

Section 15, Article VL, Part First, of the Grand Lodge By-Laws, as proposed

to be amended, reads as follows:

Secdon /j. To forward three copies of the proceedings, (" one of which shall

be a bound copy having the name and number of the lodge printed thereon,") to

each lodge in this jurisdiction; ten copies to the Grand Master; two copies to each

Past Grand Master, who shall be a member of some lodge in this jurisdiction; and

one copy to each Grand Officer enumerated in Article V. of the constitution; one copy

to each representative of this Grand Lodge near other Grand Lodges; one copy to

each Grand Master, and two copies to each Grand Lodge in the United States, and

elsewhere, which may be in fraternal communication with this Grand Lodge.

GRAND OFFICERS ELECTED.

The tellers having collected and counted the several ballots, reported that the

following named brethren had received a majority of all the votes cast:

John C. Smith, Grand Master.

John M. Pearson, Deputy Grand Master.

Monroe C. Crawford, Senior Grand Warden.

Leroy a. Goddard, Junior Grand Warden.

Wiley M. Egan, Grand Treasurer.

Loyal L. Munn, Grand Secretary.

And they were each declared to be duly elected Grand Officers of this M. W.

Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, and until their successors shall be duly

elected and installed.

The M. W. Grand Master appointed M. W. Bros. D. C. Cregier, Joseph Rob-

bins and D. M. Browning a committee to wait upon R. W. Bro. John C. Smith and

inform him of his election as M. W. Grand Master of Masons in Illinois.

The committee having performed that duty appeared upon the platform with

the Grand Master elect, when M. W. Bro. ("regier said:

M. W. Grand Master: Your committee take very great pleasure, sir, in pre-

senting to you R. W. Brother John C. Smith, the Most Worshipful Grand Master

elect of Masons in the .State of Illinois for the ensuing Masonic year.
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M. W. Grand Master: R. W. Bro. Smith:—Allow me to congratulate you

upon your election to the highest position of honor within the gift of the Masons of

the State of Illinois. The office of Grand Master is the highest point of distinction

to which any Mason may hope to attain in Ancient Craft Masonry.

It affords me very great pleasure to extend to you this congratulation, and I

trust that your brethren will support your hands as nobly as they have mine in the

discharge of the important duties of the office to which you have been elected.

Brethren of the Grand Lodge:— It affords me great pleasure to introduce to

you R. W. Brother John C. Smith, Most Worshipful Grand Master elect.

R. W. Brother Smith: Most Worshipful Grand Master, and Brethren of

the Grand Lodge of the great jurisdiction of Illinois. I desire to say to you, that I

approach the grave responsibilities of the office of Grand Master with a full and re-

alizing sense of the magnitude of the work before me.

I feel assured, however, that I shall have your cordial support and hearty co-

operation in the grand work of Freemasonry.

With the assistance and the advice of the brethren, I trust that I may be able

to so conduct the work of Freemasonry that I shall not leave the office with the

unanimity with which I have been elected to it.

If I can but serve you in a measure anything approaching that of the illustrious

predecessors who have preceded me, and who are on this platform at this time;

if I can but partially approach the reccrd of that grand and true Masonic worker

who but last year passed to his heavenly home, the illustrious Gurney, I shall think

my work well done.

Craftsmen, I thank you cordially for this token of your brotherly love, and your

confidence in me. (Applause.)

CALLED OFF.

At 6:15 1'. M. the Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment, until 8

o'clock p. M.

FIRST DAY

—

Evening Se.ssion.

Tuesday, October 4th, A. L. 5887. \
8 o'clock p. M. J

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to [labor by the M. W. Grand
Master, Grand Officers and Representatives, as in the afternoon.
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ORATION.

K. W. I5ro. \V. S. Hooper, Grand Orator, delivered the followincj oration :

Most WoRsiiii'iri. CIrand Master and Brethren:

The field of Masonry is so large that when the speaker approaches it he is so lost

in the maze of its history, emblems and liiblical truth, that he scarcely knows where

to begin and never where to close.

Touching upon one point it is so vast that he but touches the boundary ere he is

left to wonder where will be the place where he can speak of others. Lifting the

veil to bring them in sight, he finds that he can only pluck a flower from her garden

here, pick a pebble from the stream yonder, a topaz or an amethyst from the moun-

tain there, and unite them like a string of pearls; and, as we study it, the field of

thought enlarges until we are lost in a labyrinth of thought, history, fact, allegories,

symbols and grand truths ; the character, history and lives of great men ; the build-

ing of grand structures; the rise and fall of nations, until we are led to think that

there is no end to the important, beautiful and sublime things that cluster about our

Order.

The value of our symbols is not that of the mere ornament to decorate the walls

of our mystic halls. They are pictures not merely to hang upon the wall ot memory

to look at now and then and admire their beauty. They are symbols not merely of

mental beauty, but they are intended as teachings in our daily life as we go out to meet

the stern realities of the world in our daily contact with men. They are to help us

in the voyage of life, to enable us to avoid the .shoals and the rocks whereon others

have been wrecked, to enable us to steer our barges over the sea of time and out-

ride the storm of trouble and sorrow and make life a success.

We are taught that there is a moral circle that circumscriljes all the moral ele-

ments of man, that shuts out all impurity, that leads men into a training that borders

upon Christian purity. That when the feet touch the sacred soil within the narrow

confines of the circle that all impurity is shut out.

That there is a square that teaches pure and upright dealing with all mankind,

and a compass that circumscribes all the purer and holier elements of our being, and

forbids our passing beyond the limits of its arms. That we are to remove the uncouth

elements of our nature and supplant them by the principles of purity, and so one grand

thought after another stands before us in wonderful beauty and shows a prominent

characteristic of the Order. It was for these and their impartation to men for which

she was originally organized, and for which she should be perpetuated, and which

are the chief things of value in Masonry to-day.

But while this is true we are always ready, in boastful spirit, to consider her great

age as a very important factor of her being, and many consider it her chief power.

When such a thought, whether legend or fact, has become fixed in the minds of men,

and has become the idol of their souls, it is like tearing the top root of the giant oak
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from its deep anchorage in the soil to uproot and give the correct idea a place in the

mind. So the thought of our great Masonic ancestry occupies so great a place in the

minds of many that argument has hardly power enough to supplant it ; and without

attempts at refutation, to-day we have only to glance at a few facts that we com-

memorate, though we may not claim tliem as our real foundation. Many of our

ideas as to our ancient origin are " far fetched '" and visionary, and have no im-

mediate connection as a part of present Masonry.

The arch, one of our most valuable symiiols in architecture, was a thing of growth

during a long period of time. Beginning at that early time when it was only made

by bringing the upper stones of the doorway constantly closer until they met at the

top, the gradual development finally culminated in the present form about 600

years before Christ, in which form we have it to day.

The investigations of men more thoroughly prepared to enter into the hidden

mysteries of Masonry than any of us, have shown that in the present form she can

only claim two or three centuries of time.

The more important thing for us to learn is what is Masonry now, and what are

the duties of Masons to the moral, religious and political civilization of the nineteenth

century ; to know what we are and how to deport ourselves so as to harmoni/e all

our thoughts and actions with the purest character of modern thought and progress.

It is of far greater importance to know our duty and perform it than to count the

silvery hairs in the hoary head weighed down with the cares of centuries.

As long as Masonry exists perhaps she is to be the victim of persecution, trial

and tribulation. Perhaps she is to meet the ostracism of those who claim that they

belong to a higher civilization and relegate the devotees of Masonry to the ages and

nations of heathenism. But what if, perchance, she has a thought now and then that

once was the argument and chief thought of the heathen in centuries now buried to all

but historic memory. What if now and then, there is a legend that once was the great

incentive of some heathen people and led them into a higher degree of morals than

they otherwise would have had ? Do these facts prove that she was organized to

preserve the memory of them because of their heathen origin? No! for wherever

we find such a thought, legend or fact, that same thing, somewhere in the highest

character of men was found to have had a part in their civilization.

If the lieathen had their rite of circumambulation, following the course of

the sun, so the Jewish priests observed similar forms in their processions around the

altar; besides there could have been only one of three forms used, the eliptical,

circular or square, and perhaps the mere form was the result of accident or necessity;

but if from the choice of our earlier progenitors what more noble example than to fol-

low the course of the great luminary of day, and what more appropriate form to re-

mind constantly of the great thought of the ever protecting power of God.

Can we turn anywhere in modern civilization, religion or politics without finding

something kindred to ancient times ? How many things of modern philosophy were

parts of the heathen idea? Even Darwin, in his development theory of the ape
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origin of the human species. The atheistic thought that there is no God, are with

all their boasts of these being the generation of modern minds but the revivification

of tlie ancient lieatlien idea—and that of the lowest class of thought.

If we accept the idea of immortality, or the grand thought of the redemption

taught in Christianity, early ages produced a similar one ; so that now we have

hardly a thought that may not be traced to times long anterior to any Masonic preten-

sions.

The man or body of men, therefore, who claim themselves to be of a higher

class of mind than Masons, and that we are the mental relics of those dark ages are but

perpetuating ideas that are as much the property of ancient days as any that we

have.

What if there is now and then a cry among men that Masonry is the seat of

anarchy and the breathing place of rebellion. What if they do say that we are

enemies to good government, and lay broad their plans for future persecution ?

What are all these in this land of civilization and freedom, where they cannot

molest or make afraid ; compared with those times when monarchs had rule, and

despotism had power, and when lodges were disbanded, property confiscated, mem-

bers exiled and officers and leaders were hung ; and in these times, if these things

were to be duplicated under the power and authority of republics, kingdoms and

empires, are there not enough of true devoted men to stand in the breach and unfold

the Masonic banner amid the deepest persecution and direst woe?

What if anarchy and misrule and rebellion are laid at our door? What if it is

said that Masons gather around the murderer, the traitor and anarchist ; that they

bribe the juror and intimidate the judge, so as to defeat justice ? We have nothing

to fear so long as the Republican and the Democrat sit side by side in the bonds of

brotherly love ; and the Prohibitionist and the Independent mingle in fraternal greet-

ings ; all mutually forgetting, while in the lodge, that there are material differences

between them in the outer world ; and that so long as these elements exist we are

fully aware that no danger to government can ever arise. So long as we have a con-

sciousness that, organized as she is, that there is no possibility of such things, the

Mason can rest in quiet.

Organized without any reference to the occupation or opinions of men concern-

ing these things, there is no possible condition of things by which any number of

men could form any coalition against the government.

The sayings of this kind and the charges against Masons as to their great im-

morality, betokens great ignorance of the facts upon the part of those who oppose it.

We arrive at our conclusions as to Masonry, according as we take our stand-

point. If we accept her legends as the important feature in her character, we cling

to the thought of her hoary hairs, and scarcely an argument can turn us from it ; we

are searching among tlie rubbish of almost forgotten centuries for evidence of her
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birth. If we take her chief value to be the esoteric work, we become proficient in

that. If we regard her as a rehgion, we are apt to try to hide all of our own igno-

ble cjualities behind her as the shield for our sins. If we take her merely as the

place of spending a quiet hour, we are apt to become regardless of all her work and

the real value of her teaching. Our duty, as Masons, is to know what she is, to learn

of her history, of her moral power, and the characters of her emblems.

Outside of the church, perhaps, there is no institution on earth that has a history

so varied and at the same time so extensive, reaching back, as it does, through so

many periods of time, and commemorating things so remote, being a commemorative

institution of very great value.

If we lay aside the idea of the great antiquity of Masonry, there yet remains

vast fields through which she has traveled and in which she has kept abreast with the

rise and fall of empires, kingdoms and republics, and with the progress and develop-

ment of the art, science and literature of the ages.

From her early ages we trace the line of history through the Roman govern-

ment under Constantine and through the development of architecture, from the

plainest of buildings to the highest and most beautiful character of the early days,

and until the art was wrested Irom the hands of the early incorporations and Masonry

became merely a speculative and social order. When the seat of empire was

changed in A. D. 328 from Constantinople, and that city become the emporium of

art, she became the home of master architects, painters and the leading skilled

workmen of the age. Here a total loss of art was stayed and here began the re-

newed growth that was to pass on through the then coming ages.

Here the symbolism of the modern days began to take a better form and assume

a higher type. As early as the days of Constantine the Saviour of the world, the

great Messiah, was symbolical to His followers {in the metal statue of the Good

Shepherd) "Sometimes represented as a lamb, a thirsting hart, as a dove or an olive

branch. The lamb represented the Lamb of God, that bore the sins of the world."

The lion was used as representing the power of the Christ as the Lion of the Tribe

of Judah, the meaning of which symbolism is seen at every raising in the lodge. All

through that age, and for many years, these holy symbols were predominant in the

forms of architecture.

As we thus trace the early symbolic forms, and know that they were largely the

formation of the Masonic idea, is it to be wondered at that throughout the Order to-

day there are so many pure and beautiful types and symbols, and with such beauti-

ful teachings ? And if these were the outgrowth of the fertile brains of our ancestral

fathers, and they have come down to us in all their purity, how we ought to honor

and revere not only the symbol but the name of our ancestry who brought them to

our view.

From Constantinople, as the center of mechanical and architectural skill and

designs, all these forms of higher art radiated into all the countries far and near,
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until they permeated every part of the civilized world, and these men were engaged

in laying the foundation and rearing the superstructure that was to stand for all

coming ages as the monument of their skill, taste and ingenuity.

Passing over a long period of time, during which these societies, so advantageous

to the growth of architecture and the development of art, were ostracised and driven

from their lands by the government, because of the fear that they might hold secret

meetings dangerous to the well being of the government, and during which time the

Popes granted certain of them called Freemasons the right of holding meetings and

of being governed by their own laws and regulations, we have a period of persecu-

tion and trial that often tried to the utmost the hearts of the most sturdy, true and

noble men.

The early ages of Masonry, whether under the ban of oath-bound secrecy, or

under the broad freedom of the world, has always been that of trial. It has had the

same experience that has always attended the growth of knowledge. The trial,

of Galileo in his discovery ; that of Columbus as he unfolded the grandeur and

beauties of his newly discovered New World, are only the counterparts of those that

awaited the early societies of men who went from nation to nation, climbing the

mountain fastnesses in their journeys, traversing the plains and crossing the danger-

ous rivers, in order to plant the principles of architecture in the rapidly developing

countries of civilization.

The trials of architecture in these ages revolving around tlie seventh century

were as deep as any of the adversities through which early science ever passed.

Nor was it always the church that interdicted progress, any more than it was

always the church that inaugurated and prosecuted war, but the governments intro-

duced and prosecuted edicts and decrees against the progress of science. Hardly

had the beautiful symbols of Christ been introduced and well developed in architec-

tural structures, until an edict, in 692 A. D., forbade their use, and commanded a

strict adherence to historical statuary. The persecutions lasted one hundred and

twenty years, but, like all grand causes, though crushed to earth they rise ; and the

brilliant fires of truth rise from the ashes to greater brilliancy and fervor, and shed a

brighter light because of their trial.

Truth and art are always the more brilliant for having been tried in the fire, and

like the gold as it comes from the furnace, purified from all dross because of the firey

ordeal, so art in these days, having passed the bitter fires of persecution, builded by

the edicts from the councils of the church, and fanned into greater burning power by

the early governments, found in Charlemagne a great and unswerving advocate of

their rights.

The regenerated architectural art, the sciences and painting sent the sweet peals

of melodious music out over the world, to invigorate and strengthen the hearts of

men. The architect was once more invited to come from his seclusion, and assist in

rearing the editice to the honor and glory of his God. From this time on for many
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ages there was a constant and rapid development of art that lifted men into

a higher culture and nobler realm of thought and power. Schools were established

for the development of the young in the arts and sciences.

Then there followed again a long period when governments and church tried to

crush the power of mental development, which, in turn, was crowned with the suc-

cess of truth rising from the ashes of bitter persecution.

In the eleventh century came the guilds for mutual j^rotection, which largely

contributed to the increase and power of freedom and thought in relation to the pub-

lic and private affairs of men. Here numbers of guilds were formed, and they rap-

idly spread throughout all Europe, and nearly all classes of men were thus organized

and exercised almost unlimited control over the political affairs of many European

cities ; but their presumptuous acts were carried to such extremes, that again they

were overthrown by royal edict, and their associations were opened to all the public.

Thus rising and falling were men ever struggling for power and liberty of conscience

and the rights of self control.

Now the laity wrest the architectural art from the conventional walls of the

monastery, and the entire characteristics of art assumed another and perhaps a better

form ; the excellencies of skilled workmen began to develop, and a wider and deeper

knowledge of art became known among that class of men from whom they had

formerly been denied. Their guilds now became bound in one grand bond of

brotherhood by strong and sacred vows, and buildings other than for divine worship

began to be erected by them. The new enthusiasm rolled like a hurricane over the

land; great buildings, erected by the early architects of the monastery were razed to

the ground and grand monumental structures rose in their stead, as the monuments of

this age of the revival of art. Ability and mental development now became the

passports into the orders of the guilds. They gathered the best elements of civilized

society into their organizations. They appropriated the several degrees of Appren-

tice, Fellow Craft and Master, and though they carried with them some of the my-

thological elements of the former ages, they were organized under the patronage cf

the church, and imbibed strong religious sentiment. They became established on a

wide and solid base, and began to exercise a wide and salutary influence upon the

architecture of Europe.

Now, we trace Masonry, by a very dim light, through a period of nearly two

hundred years, during which we know very little of her growth and prosperity, and

then through her development in various nations of Europe, until we find the laws

of the order compelling obedience to the mandates of the Master in 1254. Each

Master was bound to keep the secrets of his art and to guard his trade from breaches

and innovations. Nor were they allowed to labor during the hour of divine service.

1 he hours of labor and the wages of workmen were fixed by the law ot the order.

One writer says: "The York rite is the motiier of all other rites." Says

Mackey :
" The most ancient, the most simple, the most scientific, tlie one in whicli

symbolic instruction has been best preserved." Its hi.story is as follows

:

14§
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In the year 926 the Saxon King, Athelstane, of England, granted a charter to

Prince Edwin (his brother or son, it is not certain which) to compose a Grand Lodge.

All the Masons of the reahn met at the city of York, England, and appointed Prince

Edward Grand Master, and then they framed the constitution and charges of an En-

glish lodge. From the statutes there enacted are derived the English Masonic Con-

stitutions, and the ritual of the English lodges is designated as the Ancient York
Rite. In 1567 there was a split, and the London Masons elected Sir Thomas
Gresham, a celebrated merchant, Grand Master, and Inigo Jones, the great architect,

was his successor. Thus there were two Grand Masters in England, the last named
being branded as " Modern Masons." These two Grand Lodges continued to exist,

and extended their schisms to this country, where two grand bodies were recog-

nized in Massachusetts, until 1792, and in South Carolina until 1817.

In the year 181 3, under the " Grand Mastership of the Duke of Sussex, in En-

land, tlie bodies were happily united."

The foundations of Masonry are one thing—the order itself another. The founda-

tions stretch away back into the long, dim ages of the past, though the superstructure

may have been begun only in that line where the modern is separated from tlie

ancient.

In the pyramids, or on the obelisk, called Cleopatra's Needle, we may find the

rough and smooth ashler, the trestle board with its designs, the plumb, square and

compass, and we conclude from our standpoint that they indicate the teaching of our

symbolic degrees ; but so long as we cannot connect them with the present specula-

tive forms, we cannot prove that they are a part of the present order, because they

may only suggest the growth of architecture and the symbols of some ancient and

forgotten order; but we may set them down as being a part of tlie foundation upon

which our Grand Masters builded.

As being a part of these ancient foundations we honor tliem, though they may
not be of our present order.

It is said tliat the early guilds had their places of assemblies, which were called

lodges, and that they took the name of Free Mason as being free from tlie trammels

of the monks.

The patron saint was Saint John, the Baptist, who was regarded as the mediator

between the old and new covenant, and the first martyr to the Christian religion, and

Hallam pays a high compliment to their work.

Steiglitz denies any connection of the Free Masons with the mysteries of the

Indians, Egyptians or Greeks, although there was a resemblance in their organiza-

tions ; but he believes that the Masons may be traced to the Roman collegia, because

those fraternities appeared in every country conquered by the Romans and after

Rome began to be convulsed with war, those associations found a welcome at Con-

stantinople, whence they spread all over Europe. When the Romans appeared in

England these associations appeared, and were subsequently continued as Free

Masons.
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In the early ages regular degrees were adopted, and words, signs and grips

were used. These being'of a religious character, they naturally assumed Biblical

characters as the foundation oi their initiation. They made much use of the num-
bers'5, 7 and 9, and of the colors of gold, blue and white, and of the foot rule, com-

pass, square and gavel. The east they considered a sacred point, as it had been in

ancient times, and many allusions were made to Solomon's Temple, especially to the

pillars of the porch.

So the foundations grew from a very early period, and furnished the elements,

in symbols, Bible truths and morals, upon which tlie moderns have reared the grand

and beautiful moral edifice in which to-day we asseml)le, and around whose altars

we kneel in holy reverence.

So one step after another we trace these foundations, until we find the British

Craft Masonry organized in the modern speculative form, in which we perpetuate

the great events of ancient days as monuments of antiquity, and where we celebrate

names that are now, and ever will be, dear to every heart that loves the noble pre-

cepts of our Order.

We look back upon all these historic records as one looks upon the great pro-

cession of some grand triumph, and as we look we call it ours ; but what if the

pagentry is grand, the decorations beautiful, the music of the sweetest harmony, the

sires hoary with antiquity ? What is it all if the principles underlying the building

are not grander than the structure ?

What is the value of a beautiful edifice without a broad foundation ? So what

of our Masonry if there is not beneath all her beauty and grandeur, thoughts, princi-

ples, precepts, symbols and Bible truths that are grander than she ? And what are

all these to men if they who are within do not live up to those truths? Of what

value are they if we are not made better men by their acceptance, and by dwelling

within this building of palatial grandeur?

The early day candidate for the honors of Masonry was required to be of respec-

table parentage ; born in wedlock, of good reputation, of lawful age, free born and

possessing good mental faculties. He then received his mark which he must there-

after cut in all his work. In his initiation he was to assume the form and habit of the

suppliant and divested of all weapons and metals he was led, under the symbol of

darkness, and barefoot, he asked permission of entrance, and representing the sun in

its daily course, he was led to the altar^ where before him lay the syml)ol lights, the

Bible, square and compass. Tlie belief in God, and a voluntary desire for admission,

were two of the important requisites. He represented the bound prisoner being led

into captivity, according to Oriental custom. In this way he was reminded of his

position, and his necessary dependence upon others ; that there was a principle in

all true men that would prevent the betrayal of a brother ; that there are times in the

history of men's lives when they are led through clouds of trouble and sorrow, but

seldom a time when we may not find the kind hand of a brother to guide and

help us.
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He was symbolically taught the power of conscience that had violated the prin-

ciples of truth and uprightness, and that it was more terrible than the pang of the

piercing steel.

They were not to cut, carve, write or print upon any object movable or immov-

able, any of the thoughts committed to their mental care.

The penalties tliey promised to suffer were tliose embodying some principles, or

perpetuating some custom of ancient days. So wherever we look throughout our

order there is a close resemblance in the Masonry of to-day with that of the fifth to

ninth century of the Christian era.

Where are your great men, and who are they? asks the objector. Are they

as Masons creatures of imagination, or the traditional myths of the ages? Can you

prove that Solomon was a Mason, or that Hiram Abiff or the Saints John were ever

members of the mystic tie ?

It matters little if there are those who honestly think tliey were, thougli they

cannot prove their theory. It is of less importance to know that they were, than to

know that Masonry commemorates the names of men who were the representatives

of the great ages in which Masonry commemorates the name of .Solomon, because

he represented a close and intimate relation with the great I Am I Because by Di-

vine power he was granted the power of wisdom so remarkable, that his peer has

never been found in all the ranks of civilization ; because of his subservience to the

Divine will that he was led into the most marvelous wealth ; because he was the

manager and builder of the most wonderful edifice ever erected by human hands.

.So Hiram represented the highest architecture of the age, and is worthy of commemo-

ration because of that wonderful skill, and while the great architects of the monu-

mental and architectual ages have all perished from even a mention in historic pages,

this name grander than all stands as bright in history as the day he was called from

Tyre.

The Saints John, to whom the ancient guilds dedicated their lodges, represent

that marvelous age when the Jew was leaping into light from the superstition of the

religion they had corrupted by the leading maxims of the temple, and was pausing

for a time, waiting for their overthrow by a new and rising Master who was to be

their Messiah. That time when the Gentile world was awaiting the time to leap

from the oblivion of their moral darkness into the light that was to burst from the

coming of the Son of God. That time when the chains of monarchial bondage was

to be severed, and they were to see the clouds rifted with the bright light of civil and

religious liberty.

But where isthe Bible in this wonderful building? asks the objector.

There is no grander foundation for morals and religion in the whole realm of

literature, ancient or modern, than in our sacred volume. Look where we will

through all our allegories, symbolic or historical teaching, and almost all finds some-

where a basis in the Bible.
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Whoever accepts a part of the teachings of this sacred volume has accepted all ;

and if by obhgation or oath, we have promised to take it for our guide, we have

thereby promised to accept it as our standard of morals, and to be guided by its

precepts.

It means much to the true and honorable Mason. It means a basis of the high-

est and purest morals. It means upright conduct with all men, and honesty to self

and God, and having promised before God and in the presence of men to thus ob-

serve the precepts of this sacred volume, we are personally responsible before

God.

We read in the Psalms of the beauty of a strong brotherhood, and the sweet

pleasure of a blessed unity: " Behold how good and how pleasant it is to dwell to-

gether in unity. It is like the preciolis ointment upon the head, that ran down upon

the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went down to the skirts of his garments."

It is a unity that is sweet, blessed and true, and one that is strong enough to

cement the men of all nations.

Before its power and by its benign influence the man of Britian meets him of the

Emerald Isle. He who comes from the fastnesses and mountain vale of Switzerland

joins glad hands with him of America's broad plains.

Before its power the political difficulties and national prejudices of men fall and

melt as the dew before the rising sun. They kneel beside the same altar and join

hands in sacred brotherhood.

This sacred brotherhood teaches the act of the Good .Samaritan, and embraces

all the teachings of a true brotherhood, even to that of loving " thy neighbor as thy-

self." This Psalm teaches the relief of the priest and Levite from the captivity of

Ikbylon, and in this order of Masonry, that the neophyte has been admitted from

the darkness in which he has been dwelling into a society whose dwelling place is

intended as a representation of that glorious Temple, at whose portals this hymn

of rejoicing was formerly sung.

Again we are led back to that time when God created the earth ; when the

morning stars first sang together, and when light in effulgent beauty shone out upon

the earth; and are led thereby to regard God not merely as the maker of physical,

but of all moral and spiritual light, and so as we leap into light from the surrounding

darkness in this degree, so by divine power we may be brought into a strong spiritual

light.

We look again, and are with Jacob as he sleeps upon the stony pillar beneath

the outspread canopy of heaven, and learn there of the intimate communion

between God and man in all the relations of the holy life of our manhood, and that

in that life there must be that course of conduct in man that will commend him to

his God, and become fit for the divine reward.
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With all these grand teachings, and others taken from the Holy Word, that

volume ever stands open in the lodge. We never invoke the divine blessing but in

the presence of its open page. It is ever there, the reminder of all our duties and

our solemn obligations to our God.

Again, we are taught by the "Preacher" in this beautiful language: "Remem-
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the

years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them." Then in the

beauty of the highest figures of language, the Preacher leads us through all the storms

and trials of the busy, active life of a pure and noble manhood, to that time when

"the clouds return after the rain," and "when the keepers of the house shall trem-

ble ;" and then through the beauties of an old age, sublime with the purities of a

noble life, to that time wlien the " silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be

broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel be broken at the cis-

tern ;'' and all along this pathway of life, emerged in business, laboring in the busy

whirl of life, buried in sorrow and waiting in grief, he teaches the living after the

command of God.

What teaching more sublime I what thought more pure than those constantly

thrust before the mind and impressed upon the heart of the man as he enters the

portals of the lodge ? Are symbols beautiful in moral truth, our teachings are sub-

lime. They picture before us lives of purity and high moral worth, and living in

them, as we ought, we should be men whose character ought to be models for our

neighbors, and a Mason living according to the worthy teachings of his noble Order,

should be a shining mark of morality and worth in his community. Whether im-

plied or actual, at our altar we assume obligations that should make us good men.

In the light of God, and under the force of pledges that commemorate some of the

most sacred ancient forms, and some of the most solemn penalties, we promised

actions and courses of conduct that should have made us all good men. As we kneel

around our altar, or move about the sacred enclosure of the lodge, we speak of

meeting in the Grand Lodge above, and I believe do it reverently. We reverently

speak of Truth, Temperance, Fortitude and Justice, but as we go out to mingle in

the busy world, with all its cares and perplexities, how very often do we forget those

solemn vows, impressive penalties and beautiful symbols. How often do we rush

heedlessly into sin, not thinking of the great contrast between the'teaching and the

action.

When we speak of thesymbolof Truth,do we see how untrue we are to ourselves ?

We may be truthful, honest, upright and good to our neighbors";"we may be honest

in our dealings with men, but an action that is not true to self is not true to'God.

When Temperance is not only a symbol but a cardinal part in" Masonic morals,

how, brother, does it comport with your teaching to see a Mason imbibing from the

intoxicating bowl, and bring upon himself that woe and sorrow" that is alw:u's the

attending consequence, bringing misery upon those who should be
[
dearest to his

heart, and sending the pangs of woe into their souls; sending a burning, stinging

blight upon the Order he professes to love, and has become one of endearing char-

acter to him.



1887.] Grand Lodge of Illinois. 115

Virtually, brother, you are violating your actual and implied vows, and are

recreant to your dearest trust, and as you walk the streets of this vast city, wherever

you are seen under such associations, and you are known to be of this great Fraternity,

you are meeting the finger of scorn, and wherever that linger is pointed at the feeblest

member, it is pointed at your much loved Fraternity.

Masonry is not a religion, but somehow men have learned to consider it almost

the twin sister to the church, and an erring Mason is regarded almost in the light of

an erring Christian, and the eftect is almost equally disastrous to the morals of a com-

munity. Let us, brothers, look at this fact and be noble, upright men.

It is a painful and almost unaccountable thing to hear a Mason profane the name

of his God, after the solemn positions he has occupied, obligations he has taken, em-

l)lems he has heard explained, and Bible teachings that have been unfolded to him.

It seems to me that after such things that a man using profane words against his

Maker would feel almost as if the very clouds of bitter condemnation would envelope

him, the heavens fall upon him, or the earth open to receive him.

Profanity is wrong in any man, but doubly so falling from the lips of one who

has knelt at the altar and sat beneath the bright and beautiful canopy of the lodge.

Masonic morals, however, are not merely the abstinence from these things.

Whatever are morals in the highest sense of Christianity, are morals in Masonic

teaching.

It does not mean that you are to be kind and good with your brother only ; not

merely that you are to be honest and true in the commercial line of thought, but

wherever the idea of morals may appear in the highest type of human purity it must

apply to a Mason.

Masonry does not mean that there is to be purity with regard to the wife, daugh-

ter, sister and mother of the brother of the lodge, and a broad and unbridled licen-

tiousness with regard to others; but Masonic purity in this regard is the purity of the

highest class of morals human and divine, and when once the bounds of purity have

been overstepped and the line of licentiousness has been touched by the foot of a

Mason, he has violated one of the highest teachings of his order. He obligated him-

self as to his brother's family, because of the nearness of the fraternity tie ; but

when he pledged himself against the libertine, and stood with uncovered head and

reverentially listened to the emblematic teaching of purity, he accepts the implied

obligation of a pure life.

If there are men who have given themselves up to unbridled appetites, let them

rellect as to the meaning of Masonry, when they tremble beneath the power of lust-

ful temptation.

There are no provisions against these violations of morals outside of the church

greater than in our loved order.
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Let the thought of Masonic purity be uppermost in the mind; let it be nour-

ished in the heart ; let it be cultivated in the soul, and ere long every man who has

ever been guilty of violating it, will fmd that he has gained an internal power that

will protect him from all the impurities of iiuman life.

Brothers, we need moral power in our intercourse with men ; a power that will

command us always to the purest, best and the highest type of a pure and noble human-

ity. Establish this cardinal teaching so that all will know it and we have destroyed

every barrier of successful opposition.

Let this moral fabric be as great in our mind as the whole structure of our beauti-

ful temple. Let it be strong and solid as the walls of our great edifice. Let her

rocks be so brilliantly polished that they may dazzle in the sunlight. Let her prin-

ciples sparkle as the diamond, and let them be the strongest chain that binds us in a

common brotherhood. Let them be our honor and the crown of manhood. Let

them be greater than merely our secret work or the much loved idea of our great

ancestry.

" Life is the vestibule to eternity," and as the porch to the grand structure made

by human hands must, in its architecture and in all its purposes, be in its beauty, its

decorations and in its proportions in perfect conformity with the grand building,

so should all our lives on this earth be in perfect conformity with our prospective

eternity.

Another has said :
" Forms of the ritual and the externals of profession do not

fill the requirements of Masonic life. We must look higher than all our symbols for

the true import of our Masonic obligations. We must search the motives. They

must be laid upon the conscience and measured by the highest sense of duty. Any

candidate for these honors, at our sacred altars, should first desire to become a bet-

ter man. Better innately. Better in every high and manly resolution. Better in

every relationship to the brothers of the Craft. Better in every aim as a part of the

moral structure to which you belong and of which you form a part. Bound more

intimately than any other human society, we must all be honored in the success of

one, or pained and injured by the failure of one."

Look at this picture of what Masonry is and what Masonry should be. Look

at the noble edifice as she towers above all other orders, as the giant oak towers

above its comrades in the forest. Look at the ideal Mason, and mark the footsteps

of the true, and see how noble and grand among men.

W. Bro. A. N. Yancy moved that a vote of thanks be tendered to the Grand

Orator, and that he be requested to furnish a copy, and 'that it be printed with the

proceedings, which was adopted.

CALLED OFF.

At 9:30 o'clock V. M. the Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment,

until 8 o'clock v. m., Wednesday, October 5th.
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SECOND DAY—Evening Session.

Wednesday, October 5th, A. L. 58S7. (

8 o'clock p. M. j

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor by the M. W. Grand

Master, Grand Officers and Representatives, as on the preceding day.

INTRODUCTION—Of Grand Representatives.

R. W. Bro. John C. Smith said :

M. W. Grand Master: It is with pleasure that I introduce to you R. W. Bro.

W. S. Phares, the Grand Representative of this Grand Lodge near the Grand Lodge

of Ohio.

M. W. Grand Master Darrah: ^ R. W. Bro. Fhares

:

—It affords me a high

degree of pleasure to welcome you to a seat in the Grand Lodge of the State of Illi-

nois. This duty is a pleasing one, especially for the reasoij that yon are the Repre-

sentative of the Masons of Illinois near the Grand Lodge of Ohio. Allow me to ex-

tend to you a very hearty and fraternal welcome to a seat among us.

R. W. Bro. Phares, as Representative of this Grand Lodge near the Grand

Lodge of Ohio, was accorded the Grand Honors.

M. W. Bro. Joseph RouiiiNS : M. W. Grand Master:— I have the honor of

introducing to you R. W. Bro. A. B. Ashley, Grand Representative from the M. \V.

Grand Lodge of Montana.

M. W. Grand Master Darrah : Brethnn : It affords me a great deal of

pleasure to introduce to you R. W. Bro. Ashley, the Representative of the Grand

Lodge of Montana, near the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

The honors of Masonry were then accorded the M. \V. Grand Lodge of Mon-

'

tana, after which Bro. Ashley responded as follows:

M. IV. (hand Master and Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Illinois :

There can be no doubt that the Grand Lodge of Montana will be eminently satis-

tied and gratified with the cordial reception you have extended to its Representative

near this Grand Lodge. My appointment to this honorable position is of so recent

date, it having been placed in my hands since I came upon the stage, that I am un-

able to give you very much information pertaining to Masonry in that Grand Juris-

diction ; but I learn from the report of your Committee on Masonic Correspondence,

that they have met in their twenty-second annual communication, and I infer from

that report that they have reached a position among the most distinguished of ilu'
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Grand Lodges of our nation. Without taking more of your valuable time, 1 thank

you, in behalf of the Grand Lodge of Montana, for this courteous and fraternal

welcome.

M. W. Bro. RouiiiNs : Af. IV. Grand Master

:

—I have the honor of present-

ing to you R. W. Bro. W. L. Milligan, who has been appointed Grand Representa-

tive of the Grand Lodge of South Australia.

The M. W. Grand Master : Brethren of the Grand Lodge :—It affords me

pleasure to present to you the Representative of South Australia, R. W. Bro. W. L.

Milligan.

After the Grand Honors were accorded, R. W. Bro. Milligan replied as follows:

M. W. Grand Master and Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Lllinois :

I thank you most heartily for the cordial and fraternal recognition, as well as for

the distinguished honor conferred upon the M. W. Grand Lodge of South Australia

in according to its first Representative near the Grand Lodge of Illinois, the Grand

Honors of Masonry, and I can assure you, M. W. Brother, that it affords me great

pleasure to convey to the M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois fraternal greeting from the

M. W. Grand Lodge of South Australia, and I trust that the fraternal relations so

happily begun may contiilue to exist until time shall be no more.

M. W. Bro. Robbins: M. IV. Grand Master:—I have the honor of present-

ing to you R. W. Bro. E. T. E. Becker, who has been appointed Grand Representa-

tive of the Grand Lodge of Prince Edward Island.

The M. W. Grand Master : Brethren ; It affords me pleasure to present

to you R. W. Bro. E. T. E. Becker, representative of the Grand Lodge of Prmce

Edward Island, near that of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. You will join with me

in according to that Grand Lodge the Grand Honors of Masonry.

The Grand Honors were then given.

R. W. Bro. Becker : M. IV. Grand Master, and Brethren of the Grand

Lodge of Illinois : I do not propose to make a speech, but I wish to say that if I can

add anything to the harmony and fraternal feeling that has always existed between

the Grand Jurisdiction of Prince Edward Island and my own Grand Lodge, I shall

be happy to do so.

M. W. Bro. Robhins : M. IV. Grand Master : I have the honor of present-

ing to you R. W. Bro. Wm. B. Grimes, who has been appointed Grand Representa-

tive of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, near the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

The M. W. Grand Master : Brethren : It also affords me pleasure to pre-

sent to you R. W. Bro. W. B. Grimes, Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of

New Jersey, near that of Illinois. You will join with me in according that Grand

Jurisdiction the honors of Masonry.

The Grand Honors were then accorded.
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R. W. Bro. Grimes : M. IV. Grand Master and Brethren of the Grand
Lodge of Illinois

:

—In behalf of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, which I have

the honor to represent near this Grand Lodge I thank you for the cordial greeting

and fraternal reception you have accorded that Grand Jurisdiction. I accept it as

evidence of the fraternal relation existing between that Grand Jurisdiction and this,

and allow me to hope, and I know you will join me in the desire, that these fraternal

relations may ever exist.

M. W. Bro. Rohbins: M. IV. Grand Master :—I have the honor of present-

ing to you R. W. Bro. L. B. Dixon, who has been appointed Grand Representative

from the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia near the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

The M. W. Gr.a.nd Master : Brethren .—It also affords me great pleasure to

present to you R. W. Bro. L. B. Dixon, Grand Representative of the Grand

Lodge of Nova Scotia, near the Grand Lodge of Illinois. You will join with me in

according to that Grand Lodge the honors of Masonry.

The Grand Honors were then accorded.

R. W. Bro. Dixon : M. IV. Grand Master and Brethren of the Grand
Lodge :—I thank you for this distinguished honor shown to me as the Representa-

tive of that distant part of our continent, Nova Scotia.

REPORT—Committee on Petitions.

R. W. Bro. Wm. E. Ginther submitted the following report from the Committee

on Petitions, which report was received and adopted, excepting that portion of the

report referring to the petition for a dispensation for a new lodge at Irving Park post

office, in the village of Jefferson, Cook County, which was referred to the Grand

Master.

To the M. IV. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. 6^ A. Masons :

Your Committeee on Petitions have carefully examined into all the cases before

them, and beg leave to report

:

That a petition for restoration from James I. Toler was presented to the

Committee on Petitions a year ago, upon which the Grand Lodge took no final

action, because Anna Lodge, No. 520, which had expelled him, and now recom-

mended compliance with his request, had failed to furni-sh the necessary information

to guide the committee to a proper understanding and conclusion.

Without sending up a new petition, the secretary of said lodge lias now sup-

plied the then missing data with an emphasis, that has inspired your committee with

a proper sense of duty to his dignity, and to accept his word that " reformation has

iieen had," and to recommend the restoration of the petitioner to all the rights and

privileges of a Master Mason.
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II.

That in the following cases, the papers, as required by law, are in form com-

plete, and yield full and explicit information ; and, being convinced that justice and

the best interests of the Institution demand it, your committee are pleased to recom-

mend the restoration to all the rights and privileges of Masonry, Wm. J. Fowler,

expelled by Tuscola 1-odge, No. 332, August 25th, 1884.

III.

Hiram H. Chesley, expelled by Louisville Lodge, No. 196, May 22, 1879.

IV.

Plinney Frederick Dewey, expelled by Mendota Lodge, No. 176, Feb. 24, 1880.

V.

Dr. Chas. A. Cooper, expelled by Hiram Lodge, No. 26.

VI.

Franklin Marsh, expelled by Toulon Lodge, No. 93, Aug. 6, 1881.

VI I.

Calvin Nichols, expelled by Macon Lodge, No. 8, Jan. 25. 1866.

VIII.

W. H. Snyder, expelled by Pleiades Lodge, No. 478, Sept. 22, 1881.

IX.

Samuel Halloway, e.xpelled by Olive Branch Lodge, No. 38, Aug. 18, 1874.

X.

George. B. Elden, expelled by Blackberry Lodge, No. 359, May 13, 1873.

XL

|. J. Kellum, expelled by Greenup Lodge, No. 125, Dec. 9, 1875.

XII.

But your committee are unable to advise you to restore Dr. A. J. Humphreys,

who was expelled on the 27th day of August, 18S5, by Centre Lodge, No. 694, now
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extinct, because the averments in his petition are not supported by a particle of proof,

nor is there anything to show what kind of character he now sustains ; hence we are

compelled to recommend no action.

XIII.

Twenty-one Master Masons petition for a Dispensation to form a new lodge

near Irving Park Post-office on Douglas Street, between .St. Charles and Irving

Streets in the village of Jefferson, County County.

Like Norwood Park, whereby your authority, a new lodge was established a

year ago, this is one of the growing suburbs of this marvelous city, with a constant

increase of population, and every evidence of ability to sustain a prosperous lodge.

The papers are in due form and complete, and your committe liave no doubt of the

success of the undertaking, if you will adopt this, their recommendation to grant the

petitioners a Dispensation.

XIV.

A number of the former members of Cooper Lodge, No. 489, whose charter has

been arrested for failure to pay her Grand Lodge dues for several years, desire its

restitution, but after mature deliberation your committee are of the opinion, that

many of the good members of that lodge will grow in appreciation of the blessings

of our Institution, as well as of their financial obligations to it, in proportion as the

inconvenience of a want of lodge facilities is becoming prominent ; hence, to afford

them an opportunity for a healthy expansion of their ideas of practical Masonry in

that direction, in the hope of final triumph, your committee recommend, that the dis-

ability of this lodge be continued during the pleasure of the M. W. Grand Master.

XV.

A number of members of Muddy Point Lodge, No. 396, petition the Grand Lodge

to locate them at Trilla, in Coles County. .Some months since, the church building,

in the second story of which their lodge room is situated, was removed, under circum-

stances over which they had no control ; thus setting them adrift in a strip of strag-

gling timber, along the banks of Muddy Creek, called Muddy Point, where their

charter locates them. In it there is no town or village, nor any suitable building,

not even a high hill or a low vale, affording them a proper meeting place. After the

lodge had indicated Lerna, a village at the crossing of the P. D. & E. and the T.

St. L. & K. C. railways, as their choice by a majority vote, the M. W. Grand Mas-

ter granted them a Dispensation to temporarily meet there. All the parties of the

different interests agree that it will be impossible to get a three-fourths vote for any

place, and that it is absolutely necessary to have the Grand Lodge fix the location.

Therefore, after patiently listening to the representatives of the parties in favor of

Trilla and of Lerna respectively, and considering the entire territory within the

radius of surrounding lodges, the facilities for travel by public conveyances, the ac-

cessibility to and population of the points proposed, as well as the best interests of both
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the membership and Fraternity at large, your committee recommend that Muddy Point

Lodge, No. 396, be permanently located at Lerna, in Coles County.

All of which is fraternally submitted,

WM. E. GINTHER,
EDWARD COOK,
A. N. YANCEY,

Committee.

M. W. Bro. Joseph Robbins moved that the bonds of the Grand Treasurer and

Grand Secretary be fixed at thirty thousand dollars each, which was adopted.

REPORT—Committee on Chartered Lodges.

W. Bro. George W. Hill presented the following report from the Committee on

Chartered Lodges, which was adopted :

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. dr' A. Masons :

Your Committee on Chartered Lodges would fraternally report

:

That we have carefully examined and considered the returns made by all con-

stituent lodges submitted to us by Grand Secretary R. W. Bro. L. L. Munn, for the

fiscal year, 1S87, and submit, together with a tabulated statement, the following sum-

mary of tacts therein contained:

INCREASE.

Raised 2,095

Reinstated 265

Admitted 74^

Added for error 105

Total 3.213-

DECREASE.

Suspended 1 ,001

Expelled 26

Dimitted 1,381

Died 496

Deduct for error , 4*^

Total 2,950

Net increase 263

Membership, 1887 40,433

1886 40,170

Increase 263
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Resident membership 36,889

Non resident membership 3>544

Total membership 40,433

Rejections 445

Initiations 2,346

Passed 2,125

Amount of dues reported paid $29,867.75

Lodges making no returns, and not paying dues—Berwick, No. 619.

Lodges making returns, but not paying dues—Luce, No. 439 ; National, No.

596; Oblong City, No. 644, and Polar Star, No. 652.

Charters surrendered—Hanover, No. 300 ; Butler, No. 459; Uarwin, No. 551;

Hamilton, No. 563 ; Venice, No. 621 ; Sheffield, No. 678; Centre, No. 694, and

Lamont, No. 708.

Charters arrested— Pittsfield, No. 56; Grant, No. 452; Cooper, No. 489; Elk-

hart, No. 545, and Bethesda, No. 661.

Fraternally submitted.

GEORGE W. HILL,
T. M. GROSSMAN,
S. S. CHANCE,
JAMES IIIBBEN,

G. H. B. TOLLE,
Committee.

CALLED OFF.

At 9 o'clock 1'. M. the Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment, until

9 o'clock A. M., Thursday, October 6th.

THIRD DAY—MoRNiNt; Session.

Thursday, October 6th, A. L. 5887. "(^

9 o'clock A. M. J

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor by the M. W. Grand

Master, Grand Officers and Representatives as on the preceding day.
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REPORT—Committee on Mileage and Per Diem.

W. Bro. Ed. S. Mulliner, from the Committee on Mileage and Per Diem, pre-

sented the following report, which was adopted :

7o the M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. & A. Masons :

Your Committee on Mileage and Per Diem would fraternally report that the

following Grand Officers, committees and members of this Grand Lodge are entitled

to mileage ana per diem as set forth in the following pages.

EDWARD S. MULLINER,
GEORGE W. CYRUS,
JNO. A. LADD,

Committee.

CRANI) OFFICERS.

A. T. Darrah.... ...

John C. Smith
John M. Pearson . .

.

Monroe C. Crawford.
Wiley M. Egan
Loyal L. Munn
Rev. H. W.Thomas
Dwight B Breed
Rev. W. S. Hooper
E. L. Cronkrite
Rowley Page
Chas. Fisher

J. H. C. Dill

Leroy A. Goddard. . .

Henry R. Phinney. ..

Geo W. Hamilton . .

Joseph Dixon
John Schofield
R .D. Lawrence
Robert R. Stevens..

Grand Master
Deputy Grand Master. .

,

Senior Grand Warden.

.

Junior Grand Warden .

.

Grand Treasurer
Grand Secretary
Grand Chaplain
Deputy Grand Secretary
Grand Orator
Grand Pursuivant
Grand Marshal
Grand Standard Bearer..

Grand Sword Bearer. . .

.

Senior Grand Deacon . .

.

Junioi Grand Deacon/. !•

Grand Steward
Grand Steward
Grand Steward
Grand Steward
Grand Tyler.

.

257
329

326
257
187

145
185

%
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Continued.

COMMITTEES.

JURISPRUDENCE.

Joseph Robbiiis . .

.

DeWitt C. Cregier
James A Hawley.

.

[ohn R. Thomas. .

.

C. H. Patton

g
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TO EXAMINE VISITORS.

M. U. ClKiiiiberlin : 121 $12 lo'Jis
W. B. (Irimes . 255 2550115
James Douglas 321 yz 10 15

C. F. Tenney 153 15 301 15
A.B.Ashley 132 13 20I 15

$27 ID



1887.] Grand Lodge of I llinois. IZ

REPORT ON MIl.EACE AND PER DIEM

—

Coutiuilt'd

.

Bodley
Equality
Harmony
Springfield
Friendship
Macon
Rushville i 9
St. Johns

;

13

Warren '• '4

Peoria ^5

Temperance ^^

Macomb i?

Clinton '9

Hancock
i

20

Cass !

23

St. Clair ' 24

Franklin
|

25

Hiram I

26

Piasa
i

27

Pekin I 29

Mt. Vernon i
31

Oriental
I

33
Barry

i

34
Charleston 35
Monmouth

j

37^

t)live Branch
I

38I

Herman 39'

Occidental 4°!

Mt. Joliet 42

Bloomington ! 43
Hardin 44
Temple 1 4^

Caledonia
j

47
Unity 48

Cambridge 49
CarroUton 5°

Mt. Moriah 51

Benevolent 52

Jackson 53
Washington 55

Trio 57
Fraternal 58

New Boston 59
Belvidere 60

Lacon 61

St. Marks 63
Benton 64

Euclid 65
Knoxville 66

Acacia 1 67
Eureka

|

69
Social 70
Central 71

Chester 72

Rockton 74
Roscoe 75
Mt. Nebo 76
Prairie 77
Waukegan 78
Scott 79
Whitehall 80
Vitruvius 81

DeWitt 84
Mitchell 85

REPRESENTATIVES

Thos W. Macfall
Daniel Lawrence
Matthew Minter
H. H. Biggs
O. B. Anderson
C. L. Hovev
C. B. Griffith

F. D. Hardy
L. H. Adams
A. J. Harbers
T. N. Pitkin
Albert Eads
Caleb B. Laning
John F. Scott

J. F. Deems
F. C. Knoebel
Z. Silver

John Junk
Thos. L. Fansler
O. F. Fogelmark
John H. Mitchell
W. K. Steele
D. W. Greene
Geo. M. Sefton
D. D. Dunkle
John P. Norvell
Geo. O. S. Bert
Chas. F,. Pettit

C. M. Henssgen
C. E. White
John J. McDonnold
J. W. Bradley, Jr
John Flinn
Egbert C Cook
John P. Hand
Thomas J. Pinkerton
A. H. Clotfelter

Peter Banjan
H. C Robertson
Z. P. Forman
Geo. F. Kramer
Harvey E. Huston ,

Ed. L. Willits

J. H. Thomas
Willis H. Ford
E. E. Thomas
A. G. Orr
Samuel Mather
PVank W. Godfrey
Chas. A. Coulter
William L. Heath
James W. Turner
A H Saunders
John D. Gerlach
A. A. Snyder
Jobez Love
A. M. Biiring

Howard A. Westbrook.
Henry L. Hatley
S W. Baird
H. W. Chapman
A. W. Peet
E. Sylvester
S. L. Johnson

§
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Continue//.

Kaskaskia
Mt. Pulaski
Havana
Fellowship ..

Jerusalem Temple.
Metropolis
Stewart
Toulon
Perry
Samuel H. Davis...

Excelsior
Taylor
Kdwardsville
.\storia

Rockford
Magnolia
Lewistown
Winchester
Lancaster
Versailles
Trenton
Lebanon
Jonesboro
Bureau
Robert Burns
Marcelline
Rising Sun
Vermont
Elgin
Waverly
Henry
Mound
Oquawka
Cedar
Greenup
Empire
Antioch
Raleigh
Greenfield
Marion
Golconda
Mackinaw
Marshall
Sycamore
Lima
Hutsonville
Polk
Marengo
Geneva
Glney....
Garden City
Ames
Richmond
DeKalb
A. W. Rawson
Lee Centre
Clayton
Bloomfield
Effingham
Vienna
Bunker Hill

Fidelity

Clay
Russell

KF.PRKSENTATIVES.

W. M. Schuwerk
S. H. Newlin
Geo. E. McHose
W. L. Benson
D. H. Owen
J. W. Thrift
Z. C. Bailey

J. Kno.x Hall
W. T. Reynolds
John E. McCay
Isaac N. Roland
J. F. Hoover
Thos. Giers
Thos. W. Price
E. S Bartholomew....
S K. Mitchell
R. J. Standard
Samuel W. Puffer

J. H. Jefford
S J, Wilson
T. J Kasper
C. J. Reuter
Lewis C Oliver
Leman H. Streeter

G. C. Henry
Wm. Barnett
Emory J. Tower
E. P. Durell

G. M. Turnbull

J. C Deatherage
Wm. G. Snyder
H. P. Shumway
Lewis H. Hand
Henry Stocker
Thomas B. Cox
Benoni P. Tripp
Gleason H. Stafford...

Henry M. Webber
John T. Callaway

J. W. Johnson
Theodore Steyer
A. Brininstool

James A. Michael
Fred A. Jones
Thadeus E Conover,
C. M. Eaton
R. A. Silliman
Lester Barber
W. A. Fowler
Thos. Tippit
Henry McCall
H. W. Booth
H. J. Christian
S. O. Vaughn
A. B. Wolvin
Thomas Nicholson....

E. B. Ball

W. S Waltrip
Wm. B. Wright ,

Harry L. Arnold
W. M. Sandford
W. F. Searles
Walter H. Offill

W. M. Hall

3.'4

169

198
326
38

402

159

144
252

96
121

220

93
121

196
235
164

246
278
286

330
105

194
272

46
213
36

210

127

194
203
62

202

152

45
303
252

249
352
146
176
52

277

66

36
234

120
60

58
107

95
242

147

199

339
250
244
266

134

§
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Continiied.

Alpha
Delavan
Urbana
McHenry
Kewanee
Waiibansia
Virden
Hope
Westfield
Edward Dobbins...
Atlanta
Star in the Ea.st

Milford
Nunda
Evergreen
Girard
Wayne
Cherry Valley
Lena
Matteson
Mendota
Staunton
Illinois Central
Wabash
Moweaqua
Germania
Meridian
Abingdon
Mystic Tie
Cyrus
Fulton City
Dundee
Farmington
Herrick
Freedom ..

LaHarpe
Louisville
King Solomon's...
Grandview
Homer
Sheba
Centralia
Lavely
Flora
Corinthian
Fairfield

Tamaroa
Wilmington
Wm. B. Warren...
Lincoln
Cleveland
Shipman
Jpava
Newton
Mason
New Salem
Oakland....

Mahomet
Leroy
Geo. Washington..
Keeney
Pana
Columbus
Lovington
Manchester

REPRESENTATIVES.

155
156

157
158

160
161

62

63
64!

65
i

66
i

99
200
201

203
204
205
206

207
208

209
210
211

212

213
216
217
218
219
220
221

222

223
226

227
228

229

207
310
181
226

146

93

152

133

37

245

95

186

Geo. H. Perrin...

Edward Pawson
John H. Finfrock"
Henry Colby
C. E. McCuUough
A. M. McConotighey
Lewis F. Becker
John C. Simpson
Charles Downey
Frank C. Meserve
Vaden Hamilton
T. A. Hodgkins
J. A. McConnell
John H. Palmer
W. N. Conkrite
S. S. Garst

J. M. Burkholder
Henry Andrus
J. H. Gunsaul

J. G. Elwood
Jacob Scheidenhelm
C. T. Dripps
R. D. Badger
S. S. Major
A. J. Combs
Herman Pomy
S.Ed. Snow
J. B.Smith
S. W. Clark
Chas. C. Farmer
Havilah Pease
E. C. Hawley
L T. Scudder
John Lamb
C. W Bradshaw
J. R. Booth
W. R. Whitman
Samuel G. Gardiner
Geo. A Gilbert

Jacob Sengle
W. L. Hallam
D. B. Robertson
0. S.Webster
I H. Smith
W. L. Nicholson
N. E Roberts

J. W. Haines
Frank Martin
Henry Lesch,
Robert Goebel
D. F. Flannery
F. R. Kahl
L M. Van Horn
W. H. Lathrop

J. L. Furneaux
B. O. Manker
Wm. G. Gregory
Jul D. Brown
1. N. Kaufmann
H. C. Pettitt

Ashley W. Elliott

John Hair
W. E. Gilliland
W. S. Shirey I 175

J. H. Wilson 232

164

157
130
51

132

73
173
no
127
136
42
171

225

77
216
228

2S7
162

144
268

253
173

235
78

258
280

53

156

238
206

251
167

137
135
142

250

|i6 40
15 7°
13 00

5 10

13 20

20 70
31 00
18 10

22 60

14 60

9 30
8 80

4 30
12 10
21 10

15 20
8 40

13 30

3 70
8 40

24 50

9 so
18 00
18 60

7 30
17 30
11 00
12 70
13 60

4 20

17 10

22 50

7 70
21 60
22 80
25 70
16 20

14 40
26 80

25 30
17 30
23 50

7 80

25 80
28 00

5 30

15 60

23 80
20 60
22 20
21 10

25 10
16 70

13 70
13 50
14 20
18 00
20 20

25 00
17 50
23 20

1122 40
21 70
19 00
11 10

19 20
6 00
26 70

37 00
24 10

28 60
20 60

15 30
12 80

27 10
21 20

14 40
19 30

9 70
14 40
30 50
15 50
24 00
24 60
6 00

13 30
23 3c

17 00
18 7c

19 6c

10 2C

23 10

28 5c

13 7c

27 6c
28 80

31 70
22 20
20 40
32 80

31 30
23 30
29 50
13 80

31 80

34 00
11 30
6 00

21 60
6 00

29 80
26 60
28 20

27 10

31 10
22 70

19 70
19 50
20 20

31 00

23 50
29 20
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New Haven..
Wyanet.. .....

Farmers..... .

.

Blandinsville.
DuQuoin... .

.

Dallas City...

Charter Oak..
Cairo

.

230
231

232

233
234
235
236

237
Black Hawk 238

REPRESENTATIVES.

J. H. Graddy • 298
W. E Sapp 112

J. P. Lamar 409
Geo. S. Fuhr 210
E. Musselman 288
B. Mendenhall 223
John W. Rose 231
Rudolph Hebsacker 365
August G. Thomas 242

Mt. Carmel 339' Owen D. Baker 252
Western Star..

i

24o| Edwin A. Kratz 128
Shekinah

i 241 Geo. L. Bowyer 308
Galva

\ 243 O. P. Stoddard 140
Horicon

j

244I Frank Barker 75
Greenville '.

I 245! Isaac Norman 249
El Paso.... 246! VV. R. Shinn 118
Rob Morris 247! E. Harris 109
Golden Gate 248' Thos. Terhum 187
Hibbard.... 249, Thos. L. Keas

'

246
Robinson.. 1 2501 T. S. Price : 205
Heyworth 251 S. T. Therry ' 138
Aledo 252 A.L.Craig 1 177
Avon Harmony 253 F.M.Nance 184
Aurora 254 V. H. Snook 38
Donnelson 255 j R. C. Clark 243
Warsaw... 2571 F. Feniir 248
Mattoon.... 260 David R. Springer 172
Amon 261

1 John H. Tyler
,

139
Channahon 2621 Albert T. Randall

j

55
Illinois 263 James Bennett 145
Franklin Grove 2641 Jacob Gall 88
Vermilion 265 J. Russ Grace 140
Kingston 2661 Wm. Likes 265
La Prairie 267, R. H. Bacon 1 234
Paris 268! D. M Wieder ! 165
Wheaton 269] Geo. W.Brown 25
Levi Lusk 270 H, J. Cheesman 92
Blaney 271I John CHaze
Carmi 272; John M. Minick 286
Miners 273 James S. PJaumr 172
Kyron 274 Conrad Apgar 88
Milton 275 1 D. N. McEvers . 259
Elizabeth 2761 J. H. Shipp

, 337
Jo Daviess 278 Adam C. Schadel 145
Neoga 279^ Henry A. Aldrich 184
Kansas 280 J. W.Winn 174
Brooklyn 282 A. Bradshaw 82
Meteor 283I George B Devoll

\
57

Catlin 285 A. Jones 130
Plymouth. 286| E. D.Olmsted 223
De Soto.... 287! John L Davis 302
Genoa 288i A. N. Hollenbeak
Wataga.... 291 J. H. Merrill
Chenoa 292 Josephus Pirkey....
Prophetstown 293 H. A Sturtevant .

I'ontiac 294, J. C. Kalleen
Uills.. 295' O. J. Reese
Quincy 296) E. D. Smith
Benjamin.. 297 lames K. P. Little
Waconda.. 298 t. R. Wells.
Mechanicsburg 299
Hinckley 301
Durand.... 302
Raven 303
Onarga -ioz.

W. C. Hobbs .".'

306

Miles H. Wilmot.,

J. A. LaBrant
Henry E. Harris..
Geo. R. Schamp...
F. Ward
N B. Crawford ....

28 60
17 20
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T. J. Pickett
Ashlar
Harvard
Dearborn..
Kilwinning
Ionic

York
Palatine
Erwin
Abraham Jonas.. .

|. L. Anderson.. .

Doric
Creston
Diinlap
Windsor
Harrisburg
Industry
Altona
Mt. Erie
Tuscola
Tyrian
Sumner
Schiller

New Columbia
Oneida
Saline
Kedron
Full Moon
Summerfield
Wenona
Milledgeville
N. D. Morse
Sidney
Russellville
Sublette
Fairview
Tarbolton
Groveland
Kinderhook
Ark and Anchor..
Marine
Hermitage
Orion
Blackberry
Princeville

Douglas
Nobie
Horcb
Tonica
Bement
Areola
O.xford

Jefferson
Newman
Livingston
Chambersburg
Shabbona
Archimedes
Aroma
Payson
Liberty
M. R. Thompson..
Gill

W. J. Frisbie 192

H. A. Hammond
W.C.Wellington i 62

]

Llewellyn Richards ,

j

R.K.Stanley I

H. C. Crosthwoit
I 170

j

Omer Shawler I 196

LaMoille..
.

Waltham .

.

Mississippi. 385

T. P. Kellogg
C. W. Alton
T. Newton Bone..
Henry Beach
David O. Reid
Charles E Adams
Geo. H. Kentficld
E. D. Tull

J. S. Ferguson
William Kinkade.
H. L. Weaver
David Holmes
W. H. Lamb
Herman Hahn
T. M. Stevens
John F Boerckel.,

J. Frank Smith
S. C. Whitcomb....
L. Z. Sullivan

John W. Augur
Charles Brainerd..
Charles Dreher
Benj. Judd
Norman Corapton.
Adam. Henger
W. A. Robinson..,
John P. Weger
Joel S. Cook
W. B. Swegle

J. R. Rayburii
Benj. H. Harris...,

M. D. Liggett ...

A. A. Harney
Isaac t^ox

John Batson
John D. Bliss

C. Spalding
O. B. Slane
John Fackt
C E. Palmer
K. Brown
F. Nickerson

j

109
Chas- H. McGaffey

|

153
T. L. Vradenburg 158
A, L. Forgy 161

John W. Adams 1 290

J. M. Smith
j

166
F. J. Vickery

|
74

Oscar Dennis ! 246
Wm. Husk 69
Adolph Hansing

I 295
A. M. Beebe

j

61

Geo, H. Nichols
j

278
James Holman

[ 283
LA. Munn 121

Richard Boston ! 223
John Igon I 93
John F. Hill 94
Frank Stedman 138

19 20

6 20

17 00
19 60
2 60

25 7°

9 9°
22 70
16 00
6 40
12 40
18 50
30 50
21 60
14 80
25 80
15 00
18 00

23 60

14 so

34 9°
15 20

33 90
19 30
27 00
28 20
10 90
12 10

22 90
13 70
21 40
9 20
ig 40
9 80

14 50
27 00
20 10

27 70
27 00
6 20

4 40
18 70
30 10

24 10

16 30
10 90
15 30
15 80
16 10

29 00
16 60

7 40
24 60
6 90

29 so
6 10

27 80
28 30
12 10

22 30

9 30

9 40
13 80

525 20
6 00
12 20
6 00
6 00

23 00
23 60
8 60

31 70
15 90
28 70
22 00
12 40
18 40
24 50
36 50
27 60
20 80

31 80
31 00
24 00

29 60
20 50
40 90
21 20

39 90
25 30

33 00

34 20
16 90
18 10

28 90
19 70

27 40
15 20

25 40
15 80
20 50

33 00
26 10

33 70

33 00
12 20
10 40
24 70
36 10

30 10

22 30
16 90
21 30
21 80
22 10

35 00
22 60

13 40
30 60
12 90
35 50
12 10

33 80

34 30
18 10

28 30
15 30
15 40
19 80
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Continued.

Bridgeport
Youngstown
El Dara...
Kankakee
Ashmore..
Tolono
Oconee
Blair

Jerseyville
Muddy Point. . .

.

Shiloh
Kinmunay
Buda
Pacific

Odell..

Kishwaukee
Mason City
Batavia
Ramsey
Bethalto...

Stratton
Thos. J. Turner..
Mithra
Hesperia
BoUen
Evening Star.. . .

.

Lawn Ridge
Pa.xton
Marseilles
Freeburg
Reynoldsburg.

39°
391
392

393
394
396
397
398

399
400
401
402

403
404
405
406
408

409
410
411
412

414
415
416
417
418

419
Oregon 420
Landmark 422
Lanark 423
Exeter 424
Scottville 426
Red Bud.. I 427
Sunbeam 428
Chebanse 429
Kendrick 430

REPRESENTATIVES.

Summit 431
Murrayville 432
Annawan.. 433
Makanda 434
Philo.. 436]

Chicago... 437
Camargo 440
Sparland 441
Casey 442
Hampshire 443
Cave-in-Rock 444
Chesterfield 445
Watseka 1 446
S. D. Monroe. 447
Yates City ' 448
Mendon....

1 449
Loami

j

450
Bromwell..

|
451

New Hartford....
j
453

Maroa
I 454

Irving
j
455

Nokomis
1
456

Moscow 457
Blazing Star...

Jeffersonville..

Plainview . . .

,

B. F. Watson
B. A. Griffith

Wm. Evans
Frank D. Hatch
Isaac N. Moore
W. E. Handy
P. Diefenthaler
G. H. Casler

J. G. Marston
L. W. Brown
John C. Schempp
C. Rohrbough
A. D. Boal
Edward H. Stilson

Chas. E. Axt
O. Rogers
A. Damarin
C. A. Palmer
J. P. Jeppeson
Peter Greenwood
\. J. Lamb
P.M.Nichols
John Aron
Chas. H. Brenan
B. F. Brooks
John Weber
Richard Davidson
F. L. Cook
David Samuels
M. S. Carr
W. H. Cover
C. A. Anderson
Henry H. Wilder
R. P.Wales
S. H. Funk
J. A. Turner
John W. Law
Jonathan Agler
L. A. Kinney
Jav Brown
R.'O. Van Gilder
James F. Self.

R. W. Milar
John A. Wiley
W. H. Malarkey
Jos. R. Schlossman
Wm F. Jarman
Henry Tesmer
B. L. Adams
E. G. Ball

D. F. Frayser

J. J. Leach
John L. Hamilton Jr.
L. C. Conover
Henry Soldwell
Jacob Funk
Joseph Jones
Byron Travis
W.F, Reynolds
F. M, Smith
C. B. McKinney
G. H. Webster
Robert F. Hood
F. M. Furlong
G. H. Hilliard
Robert Morrison

231

197
260

56
172

'37
210

90
229
118

169
82
62

171

38
220
261

160

137
log

140

103

77
303
316

121

232
225

318

53
65

248

177
227
129

316
152

^56
130

192

55

333
^35

77
219
165

264
202

193
262
162

^33
223

340
332
251

234

J523 10

19 70
26 CO

5 60
17 20

13 70
21 00

26 20
18 00

22 90
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REPRESENTATIVES.

'rreiuont 462
Palmyra... 463
Denver 464
Huntsville 465
Cobden.. 466
South Macon...... , 467
Cheney's Grove 468
McLean....

I
469

Rantoul.... 1 470
Kendall 471
Amity I 472
Gordon

I 473
Columbia

|
474

Walsh ville 475
Manito 476!

Rutland 477j
Pleiades 478
Wyoming 479
Logan 480
Momence 481
Lexington 482
Edgewood 484
Xenia 485
Bowen 486
Andrew Jackson 487
Clay City 488
Shannon... 490
Martin 491
Liberty ville 492
Tower Hill 493
Bath 494
•Stone Fort 495
Tennessee 496
Alma.. 497
Murphysboro 498
St. Paul.... 500
Stark.. 501
Woodhull.. 502
Odin 503
East St. Louis.... 1 504
Meridian Sun

\ 505
O. H. Miner ' 506
Home.... ! 508
Parkersburg ! 509

J. D. Moody..
[

510
Clin ton ville 511
Wade-Barney I 512
Bradford

1 514
Litchfield ' 517
Abraham Lincoln

j
51

Roseville 1 519
Anna.. 520
lUiopolis... 521

Monitor.... 522!

Chatham 523
Evans 524

j

Delia.. 525
Covenant 526
Minooka 528
Adams 529
Macjuon 530
Ashton 531
Seneca 532
Altamont 533
Cuba.. 534
Sherman 535

A. V.Norman 153
Wm. E. West 221

Lewis Hartman 248

C. H. Phelps 232

John P. Reese 323
Louis Shafer
James M. Rugles
C. M. Noble 14"

Edward Swedberg 114
Geo. F. Hoadley 50
Robert Hastie 30
A. J. GuUick 258

A. L. Martin 295
A. T. Strange 239
Milton A. Goff 164

James Bane 114
F. McCutcheon
Frank Thomas 138

John Johnston 156

J. A Conant 50
A. B. Davidson no
Geo. F. Chariot 214
C. C. Stephens 244
C. M Erwin 244
Frank H. Pease 326
R. L. Gibbs 242

J. Mastin 121

N. P Mouton 188

F. C. Knight 32
A. M, Craddick 204
D. C Harmison 191

J. C. B. Smith 318

J. W. Aiken 212

S. H. Wilson 305
R. J. Young „ 316
George S. FuUenwider 185

E. G. Hill 146

J. W. WiUis 154

John Puleston 244
Albert L. Keechler 280
Daniel R Hatch 87

J. B. Salkeld 76
L. B. Dixon
F. A. Voight 243
B. F. Middleton 258
T. W. Teft 39
E. D. Bone 126

A. M. Mutchmore 129
H. K. Warner 231

A. B. HoUiday 186

T. B. Bohon 191

John Spire 329
Jason Wilson 1B6

Wm. S. Hewins 37
L C. Hewitt 194
M. B. lott 12

ThomasJ. Woods
! 213

Charles Reifsnider
I

E N. Weese 1 51

James J. Swarthout
I 283

Wm. Buckhalter 173

J.J. Hodges I 84
C. H. R. Thomas
D. F. Piper
Richard Jayne 192
Wm. Lembke 165

Ji'S 30
22 10

24 80

23 20

32 3°
18 00

14 ID

II 40
5 00

3 00
25 80

29 50
23 90
16 40
II 40

i'3 80

15 60

S 00
11 00
21 40
24 40
24 40
32 60
24 20
12 10
18 80

3 20
20 40
19 10

31 80
21 20

30 50
31 60
18 50
14 60
15 40
24 40
28 00
8 70
7 60

24 30
25 80

3 90
12 60
12 90
23 10
18 60

19 ID

32 90
18 60

3 70

19 40
I 20

21 30

5 10

28 30
17 30
8 40
7 20

21 10

19 20
16 50

J21 30
28 10

30 80

29 20

38 30
24 00
15 80
20 10

17 40
1 1 00
9 00

31 80

35 50
29 90
22 40
17 40
6 00
19 80
21 60
II 00
IS 00
27 40
30 40
30 40
.38 60
30 20
18 10

24 80

9 20
26 40
25 10

37 80

27 20

36 50

37 60

24 50
20 60
21 40
30 40
34 00
14 70
13 60
6 GO

y^ 30
31 80

7 90
18 60
18 90
29 10

24 60

25 10

38 90
24 60

9 70

2S 40
7 20

27 30
6 00

II 10

34 y^
23 30
14 40
13 20
27 10

25 20
22 50

'7^
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KKi'oKr ON MiLEAcJK AND I'ER DiKM

—

Continued.

KKl'KHSENTATIVES.

Plainfield

J. R. Gorin
Lockport
Chatsworth
Harlem
Sigel

Towanda.. ....

Cordova
Virginia
Valley
Apple River ...

Sharon
Long Point
Plum River
Humboldt ....

Dawson ..... . .

.

Lessing
Leland
Thomson
Madison
Villa Ridge
Winslow.... . .

.

Pleasant Hill.

Albany
Frankfort.. ....

Time
Jacksonville ....

Bardolph..
Pera...

Capron
O'Fallon. ......

Viola
Prairie City....

P^lbridgc... ....

Hazel Dell
Dongola....
Shirley
Highland
Vesper
Fisher
Princeton
Troy
Elwood
Fairmount
Oilman
Fieldon
Miles Hart
Lostant
Cerro Gordo...
Laclede
Watson
Clark
Hebron.... ....

Streator .......

Piper
Sheldon .......

Union Park....

Lincoln Park-
Rock River....

Patoka
Forrest
Wadley.. ......

Milan
Basco
New Hope
Locust

59°
591

592
595
597
600
6oi
602

603
604
607
608
609
610
611

612
613
614
616
617
618
620

623

A. H. Tyler

J. B. Miller
F. F. Stowe .; ....

Robert Rumbold
C. F. Matteson
T. P. Mautz
Samuel Marsh
W. R. Freek
A. A. Leeper
Thos. R. Lees
Chas E. Maynard
A W. Hussy
B. F. Colehower
Charles Robinson
Otto J. Gondolf.
A. M. Fidler
Philip Maas
Charles D. Jones
William Livingston
Henry Sharp
H. R.Wallace
N. C. Tyler
F. L. Zerenberg

J. F. Happer
John A. Baker
W. H. Pringle
Thos. J. Bronson
N. H. Jackson
August Anderson
H. E. Kellogg
S. C. Smiley

J. B. Longley
W. L. Brewster
W. H. Stubbs
W. R. Davis
Jasper A. Dillow
C. M. Reed
E. J. Raith
F. J. Allen
O. Z. Housley
M.U. Trimble
George Rawson
David S. Junkin
C. T. Coaley
O. R. Morey
Wesley Park

J. Z. Butler
G. C. Spring
H. P. Martin
S. M. Gentry
Samuel T Hillis

F. L. Shinkle
David A. Clary
R. W. Law
H. S. Carpenter
R B. Myers
F.C.Richardson
Robert Turney
V. S. Furgeson no
C. E. Blankinship 247
L. BuUand 93
N.J Hughes 227
E. N. Campbell 200
Wm. R. Hendricks 246
Jas. G. Snyder 179

J. C. Handel 210

1 g;
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REPORT ON MILEAGK AND PER DIEM

—

Contintted.

Union
Tuscan
Norton
Ridge Farm.....

K. F. W. Ellis.

Rochester
Peotone
Keystone
Comet
Apollo
D. C. Cregier.

.

San Jose..
Somonauk
Blueville

Camden
Irvington..

Atwood....
Greenview
Yorktown
Mozart
Lafayette..

Rock Island.....

Lambert
Grand Chain....

Phoenix
Mayo
Greenland
Crawford
Erie
Burnt Prairie...

Herder
Fillmore
Eddyville
Normal
Waldeck
Pawnee
A. O. Fay
Enfield
Illinois City....

Clement
Morrisonville...

Blue Mound....
Burnside
Galatia
Rio
Garfield
( )rangeville

Clifton ..'.

Englewood
lola

Raymond
Merrill's Prairie.

Shiloh Hill

Belle Rive
Richard Cole
Hutton
Pleasant Plains...

Temple Hill

Alexandria
Braidwood
Ewing
Joppa
Circle
Star .

.

Farmer City . . . . .

Johnsonville

627
630
631
632

633
635:
636!

639

1

641
642'

643
645!
646;

647,
648

1

6501
651'

653!

655I
656^

657!

658

6591
660
663
664'

665'

666.

667;

685
6861

687

692

1

693
695
696!
697I

6981

700
701

702

704
705
706

707

709
710

7'3

K RI'UETENTATIVKS.

T.J Rich
J. S. Williams
W. A. Colton

J P. Fletcher
Calvin Ford
R P Hunter
F. W. Myrick
Simon Fisch
B. P. Ewing
W. H; Reed
Jas. Keats
Wm. Carrothers
Chas. Banzet
S, L. Reefy
M. E- Cady
T D. Hinkley
H. K. Davis
John A. Petrie

J. E. Greenraan
Hermann Hoffmann.
Tiffin Jenkins
William Kennedy....
John Whitebread.. ...

Jacob F'ellenstein

M McMorrow
J. A. McCorkle
Geo. W. Tipsword...
Bennett Wood
John F Dickinson ...

W. R. Wheeler
August Handtman...
Geo. W. Miller

John S. Barger
George Champion ....

M. Schmitz
G. C. Drennan
D. M Erskine

J. N. Wilson
Joseph Ryan
[as. H. Stafford

S. W. Gulp
William Marshall
L S. Perkins
L. R. Strickland
H. W. Holmes
Herbert Preston
Henry Fenstimaker..
Peter Wright
Lee White
James C. Craig
John Greene
W. A. Perrins
W. A Dennis
L D. Davenport
Thomas Ockerly
A N. Rosecrans
William Lynd
J. M. McCuUoch
C. W. Postlewait
Edward Davidson...
R. D. Swain

J. K Flennekin
A Sumerlin
George Steely
Thompson Bosler....

Wm. M. Johnson

339
305
80
142

93
193
40

163
61

202

239
^59
160

333
162

263

353
58
223
214
214

133
272

233

333
124

203
23

276
187

307
163

123

69

7
221

220

321

315
293

201

416
172

57
298
208

172

99
130
252

|33 90
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REPORT ON MII.EAGK AND PER DIEM

—

Continued.

REl'RESRNTATIVRS.

Newtown i 714
Elvaston. < 715!
Calumet

1 716
May 718
Chapel Hill

| 719
Rome 721
Walnut

]

722
Omaha 723
Chandlerville 724
Rankin 725
Golden Rule 726
Raritan 727I
Waterman
Lake Creek
Eldorado. .

.

Harbor ....

Carman ....

Gibson
i 733

Morning Star
i 734

Sheridan.
. ,

735
Arrowsmith I

737
Sullivan Centre I 738
Lakeside . 739
New Holland

i 741
Danvers

I

742
Scott Land

! 743
Goode.
Winnebago
Weldon
Centennial
Aha 748
Akin I 749
Lyndon

1 750
Lounsbury

! 751
Ogden I 754
Pre-emption ' 755
Hardinsville 756
Verona

[ 757
Mystic Star I 758
Hickory Hill 759
Sibley 761
Van Meter

1 762
Crete

I 763
Sullivan , .... 764
Palace 763
Littleton 766
Triluminar 767
Mizpah 768:
St. Elmo

769J
La Grange 770
Bay City 771)
New Burnside 772
Mansfield.... 773
Lake View 774
Omega . . 775
Grand Crossing 776
Ravenswood 777
Gurney ' 778
Wright's Grove 779

J. V. Ludwig
J. A. Price
Thos. J. McGrath...
D. L. Riley
Jas McPride
F. N. Thompson
E. Ross
James M. Gregg
Herman Rethorn
B R. Cole
R.A. Jeffry
R. L. Taylor
R. Humphry
E. L, Darrow
S T. Webber
Martin B Arnold
Isaac F. Harten
L. E Rockwood
L W Rcss
A. Gransden
T. F. Dunlap
S. E. Lewis

J. U Stowell
George E. Harmer..

J W. Vane
Seldiin Simpson
G. W. Harris
G. W. Weaver
Thos. C. Byland
A W. Cottrell

C. J. Haller
A. J. Mclntyre
John Roberts
Albert Gleason
T. E. Silkey

J. H. Seyler
James Shipman
Fred Harford
O. B. Moore
C. S. Todd
E. A White
F. C. Ford
Henry Cole
Peter Cofer
A. McLachlan
M. O. Snyder
J. Herman
V. T. Croxon
P. M. Johnston
Peter G. Gardner....
W. S. Mosely
J. I. Smith
L. L Tayman
G. H. Frizzell

C. H. Swinton
L. A. Peirce
Chas. Truax
Thos. M. Madglin....

F. M. Leiferman

134
246
16

284

323
271
110

291
201

202

64
320

297
12

213
no
182

66
126

83

136
151

^95
100

143
142

155
316
123

32

143
183
218

7'

276
104

195
30

173

If13 40
24 60
I 60

28 40
32 30
27 10

II 00
29 10

20 10

II 10

20 20
6 40

32 00

29 70
I 20

21 30
11 00
18 20
6 60
12 60
8 30

16 80

13 60
15 10

29 50
10 00
14 30
14 20

15 50
31 60
12 30

3 20

'4 30
18 30
21 80

7 10

27 60
10 40
19 50
3 00

17 30
1 20

23 70

217
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REPORT—Committee on Lodges Under Dispensation.

R. W. Bro. H. E. Hamilton submitted the following report from the Committee

on Lodges under Dispensation, which, on motion, was adopted :

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. &= A. Masons :

There have been submitted for the consideration of your committee the records,

by-laws and " returns of work," of six lodges working under dispensation, and in ad-

dition to the labor thus devolving upon the committee, there have been prepared a

"circular letter of instruction" and code of by-laws for the government of lodges

under dispensation.

Your committee are convinced that no necessity exists for the establishment of

more lodges in Chicago. There are more than a sufficient number now in existence,

and if some of them could be induced to move from the business centres to the resi-

dence neighborhoods, all the demands of Masonry could be supplied for years to

come, from the numerous lodges which now cluster in two or three buildings in close

proximity to each other.

Dispensation was issued to organize this lodge in Chicago, August 14th, 1886,

and was continued m force by endorsement of the Grand Ma.ster. The lodge was

instituted August 20th, 1886, and, by special dispensation, continued its labors until

September ist, 1887.

The by-laws adopted by this lodge are sati.sfactory to your committee, and meet

all the requirements of lodges of this class. The records and returns reflect credit

upon the secretary, and are well worthy of the commendation of this committee.

That this new lodge has been planted in fertile soil, is evidenced by the record

of its work. Sixty petitions for the degrees were received, of which forty-two were

elected, twelve rejected, five were returned for want of jurisdiction, and one still re-

mains to be balloted upon.

Eighty degrees were conferred, viz.: Thirty-five Entered Apprentice, twenty-

three Fellow Craft and twenty-two Master Mason. Seventeen brethren were named
in the dispensation, and twenty-two were raised and signed the by-laws, all of whom
join in the petition for charter. The total membership is thirty-nine. We recom-

mend that a charter be granted to this lodge as Siloam Lodge, No. 780.

COLCHESTER.

This lodge is located at Colchester, in McDonough County. Dispensation was

granted October 20th, 1886, and the names of thirty-six brethren were included

therein. The records show that at a special communication of the lodge, business was

transacted which could only have been properly done at a stated communication, or

at a special called for that purpose.
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By-laws were adopted February 15th, and contained no objectionable feature.

On April 19th the lodge borrowed the sum of $250.00, a proceeding which your com-

mittee has so many times denounced as wrong and illegal, that it seems useless to

again repeat it. With few exceptions the returns of work are correct and show that

14 petitions were received, of which 7^ were elected and 6 rejected, twenty-one de-

grees were conferred, 7 each of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Ma-

son.

Members named in Dispensation 36

Raised and joining in petition for Charter 7

Total membership 43

Your committee recommend that a charter be granted to this lodge as Colchester

Lodge, No. 781.

This lodge is lodge is located at Potomac, Vermilion County. Dispensation

was issued December 22, 1886, to 22 brethren, and the lodge was instituted January

13th, 1887. Special Dispensation was granted by the Grand Master to continue work

until September i, 1887, and returns are made to that date. At the first meeting of

the lodge, January 27th, notes were assumed for money borrowed to the amount of

about $300.

By-laws were adopted, which the record says were recommended by the Grand

Lodge; if that statement were true, the Grand Lodge should be permanently closed

and retire from business, for more illegal and illogical code of by laws were never

presented for the consideration of your committee. If the record of this lodge is

correct, no candidate for advancement was ever examined as to his proficiency, either

in open lodge or elsewhere, and yet the brother to whom the management of this

lodge was entrusted was supposed to be competent to open and close his lodge, and

confer the degrees in Masonry.

Twelve petitions for degrees were received, of which ten were elected and two

rejected. Twenty-eight degrees were worked, viz. : 10 Entered Apprentice, 9 Fel-

low Craft and 9 Master Mason. Twenty-two brethren were named in the Dispensa-

tion and with the nine who were raised join in the petition for charter. Total mem-

bership, 31.

Your committee recommend that a charter be granted to this lodge as I'otomac

Lodge, No. 782. •

CONSTANTIA.

Your committee enjoyed a real treat in the examination of the records of this

lodge. The records and by-laws submitted were written entirely in the German
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language, and were it not for the efficient aid rendered the committee by W. Bro.

Theo. Steyer, of Golconda, we might still be struggling in an effort to interpret

them. The experience of your committee in its effort to unravel the mystery of these

records has not impressed them with the necessity or advisability of forming lodges

to work in a foreign tongue, and we are of the opinion that if such a policy is to be

adopted by this Grand Lodge, the records should be kept in a language with which

the officers and members of the Grand Lodge are familiar.

This lodge is located in Chicago, and Dispensation was issued January 12, 1887,

to fourteen brethren. On January 22 the lodge was duly instituted, the ceremonies

being conducted by those eminent Germans and distinguished Masons R. W. Bios.

John C. Smith, Gil Barnard and Walter A. Sievens. Shades of Goethe and Schiller I

what an intellectual feast the brethren must have enjoyed, and how the fond

memories of " Faderland " must have rushed athwart the mental vision of the dis-

tinguished brethren who presided over the festivities.

A code of by-laws were adopted January 22, 1887, the only praiseworthy feature

of which is the section providing for the establishment and maintenance of a library.

February 9th a seal was procured, an impression of which adorns "their return of

work." Many errors appear in the record, but none of them are of sufficient magni-

tude to be worthy of special mention. By special dispensation of the Grand Master,

work was continued until July 27th. Seventeen petitions were received and all suc-

cessfully passed the ordeal of the ballot. The degrees conferred were 13 Entered

Apprentice, 12 Fellow Craft and 12 Master Mason. The present membership is 24.

Your committee recommend that a charter be granted to this lodge as Constanlia

Lodge, No. 783.

BEACON LIGHT LODGE.

This lodge is located at Norwood Park, Cook County—a suburb of

Chicago. Dispensation was issued November 22d, 1886, to nine brethren. The
by-laws adopted for its governmeut are those of a chartered lodge, and have little or

no applicability to Lodges U. D. The records were well kept, and unusually cor-

rect. Petitions were received from nine applicants, all of whom were elected, and

successively passed through the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and

Master Mason. Number named in dispensation, nine ; number raised, nine ; total

membership, eighteen.

Vour committee have received a protest in this case from \'itruvius Lodge, No.

81, protesting against any invasion of jurisdiction or territory, threatening the usurpa-

tion of the village of Desplaines by Beacon Light Lodge, V. D., or any other lodge,

which protest is submitted as a part of this report, and is as follows

:
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Wheeling, Cook Co., III., ")

July i8, 1887. /

7'o the Chairman of Coinniitlee " on Lodges Under Dispensation^^ M. IV. Grand

Lodge of Lllinois :

We, the committee, appointed by Vitruvius Lodge, No. 8i, A. F. & A. M., 3d

Masonic District of Illinois, at Wheeling, Illinois, to petition the Grand Lodge of the

State of Illinois to restrain " Beacon Light Lodge, U. D.," located at Norwood Park,

in this county, from invading our jurisdiction to the extent of taking from us the ter-

ritory of the village of Desplaines and vicinity, in the event of. their procuring a

charter for said Beacon Light Lodge, U. D., respectfully beg leave to present the

following several reasons protesting against said Beacon Light Lodge, U. D., or any

other lodge, being allowed to invade the rightful territory (as we claim) of Vitruvius

Lodge, No. 81, and we humbly submit this entire subject matter to your careful

consideration :

First. The only actual paying territory that we liave is located in and near the

village of Desplaines—the same being only about seven miles distant from Wheel-

ing.

Second. The majority of the members of our order residing in and near the

said village of Desplaines are not in favor of having Beacon Light, U. D., usurp and

operate our said territory.

Third. As far as the territory, laying east and west of Wheeling, 111. (where

Vitruvius Lodge is located), is largely controlled by a class of people in opposition

to our order and institutions.

Fourth. That Vitruvius Lodge is the oldest lodge in this district, and has al-

ways been in good standing, and is now in good " circumstances" to carry on and

promote the good use of the lodge, if not molested by any other lodge invading its

jurisdiction.

Fifth. Vitruvius Lodge owns its own lot and building, valued at about $2,500;

furniture, at about $500, free from all debt, besides which it has on hand a cash

balance of $394.03, all of which would be materially injured (in our opinion) should

any other lodge be allowed to invade our jurisdiction.

Sixth. That Vitruvius Lodge has never asked nor received any assistance from

her sister lodges, but on the other hand has always been ready and prompt to respond

to the help of other lodges in time of need.

Seventh. The following list o( membership of Vitruvius Lodge, showing post

office address or location of its members, speaks for itself:

Wheeling, 111., seven members; Half Day, 111., three members ; Uak Glen, 111.,

three members; Long Grove, 111., two members; Desplaines, 11!., twenty-eight mem-

bers; Chicago. 111., one member; Northfield, 111., one member; Mokeno, 111., one
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member; Loda, 111., one member; in State of Iowa, one member; in State of Kan-

sas, one member ; at present unknown, one member. Total membership, fifty.

As you will readily see, more than two thirds of our members are residents of

Desplaines.

Eighth. Another point to which we wish to call your particular attention, is

the further fact that reference to our returns for the years of 1883 to 1887, inclusive,

shows that of "raised members" during these years, an average of about eighty per

cent, were from Desplaines, and, as evidence of this fact, we respectfully refer you

to the files of the Grand Lodge, for verification of this statement; hence you will

see why we start out with the broad assertion, that the only actual paying territory

that we have is located in and near the said village of Desplaines, and you can well

understand why we enter this protest against Beacon Light Lodge, U. D., or any

other lodge, invading our jurisdiction, by usurping this (to us) valuable territory.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

C. C. MILLER,
A. W. PEET,
T. KEATES,

Committee.

From the record of work done and from the facts presented for their considera-

tion by the protest of Vitruvius Lodge above submitted, your committee are not

satisfied that any necessity exists for the establishment of a new lodge at Norwood

Park, but are of the opinion that such action will result in the sacrifice of Vitruvius

Lodge, No. 81. Your committee therefore report the facts to the Grand Lodge for

its consideration without any recommendation.

HIRAM.

This lodge is located at Pittsfield, in Pike County. Dispensation was issued

June 28th, 1887, and work was continued by special Dispensation until September

3rd, 1887. Twenty- four brethren were named in the Dispensation. Three petitions

were received and clear ballot was found on each. Three candidates were initiated,

two passed and two raised. Total membership, twenty-six. The brethren ask to be

chartered as Alexander Lodge.

Certain facts have come to the knowledge of your committee through a perusal

of the address of the M. W. Grand Master cause serious doubts in their minds as to

whether a charter can be legally granted to this lodge. Your committee, therefore,

recommend that the question of whether or not a cliarter can be legally granted to

this lodge be referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence.

Fraternally submitted,

H. E. HAMILTON,
FRANK W. HAVILL,
D. B. GRATTAN,

J. B. YOUNG,
JAMES JOHN,

Committee.

i8g
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REPORT—Committee on Finance.

R. W. Bro. E. C. Pace submitled tlie following reports from the (onimiltee on

1-inance, wliich were adopted :

V'o the M. iV. Grand Loiii^i' of Jl/itiois, F. df A. Masons :

Your Committee on Finance fraternally report that they have examined the

books and reports of money received by the R. W. Grand Secretary and tind that he

has received the following amounts, to-wit

:

For Grand Lodge Dues, 1885 S 75 00

" '• " " 1886 229 75

" " " " 1887 29,867 75
" " " " Defunct Lodges 37 10

" " " " Lodges U. D 123 75

From Fees for Duplicate Charter 5 00

" Sale of Grand Lodge Proceedings i 75

" " " Book of Ceremonials 17 00

" " " Grand Lodge By-Laws 7 75
" Lodges Surrendering Charters 196 25

" Certifying Diplomas 48 00

" Sale of Furniture to Lodges L^ D 13 50

" Grand Master—Dispensation to form New Lodges.... 500 00

Dispensations, (special) 176 00

Total $31,298 60

All of which has been paid to the Grand Treasurer as per his receipts.

We further report that the accounts and vouchers submitted by the R. W. Grand

Treasurer show that he has received and disbursed as follows

:

Balance General Fund $38,234 71

" Chanty Fund 625 13

Dividend on A. A. Glenn's Insurance 32 15

Interest on Government Bonds 200 00

Received from Grand Secretary

—

General Fund 3^>°°3 75

Charity Fund 294 85

Total $7o>390 59
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DISBURSEMENTS—GENERAL KIND.

Mileage and Per Diem, as per vouchers accompanying his

report ^17,715 00

Miscellaneous Orders 9)950 64

Premium on Life Policy A. A. (jlenn 161 05

Balance 41 ,643 92

CHARITY FUND.

For Relief Charleston, S. C, sufferers 200 00

Balance of Charity Fund 719 98

^70,390 59

The report of M. W. Grand Master A. T. Darrah, sho\\s that lie has received

and paid to the Grand Secretary as follows

:

For Dispensations to Lodges U. D $ 500 00

For Special Dispensations 176 00

Total $676 00

As required by the By-Laws, we have audited the folllowing bills during the

recess of the Grand Lodge :

Journal Printing Co., Freeport $ 147 50
" " " 108 50

" 155 25

529 So
" " " 1,136 00

Knight & Leonard 13 50

Brown & DoUmeyer 15 40

34 31

Otto Wagner 3 00

Geo. K. Hazlett & Co 3 50

L. L. Munn 20 00

Drake, Parker & Co 7 50

John F. Smith 107 10

" " 246 00

" " 107 10

American Express Co 200 55

L. L. Munn 8 97

38 65

15 60

T. G. Morris 2 00

George Loelkes, M. D 7 20

Oriental Quartette 25 00
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Abbott & Jaquish 25 00

J. Krohn, et. al 6 00

I. M. McCollister 8 10

Wm. T. Vandeveer i 40

Wm. E. Ginther 65 00

W. L. Milligan 14 21

R. R. Stevens 19 00

" 16 00

36 03

Wm. T. Vandeveer 3 50

J. A. Rose 3 00

Expense Finance Committee, Freeport 101; 10

Grand Master's Account 335 96

John C. Yorston & Co 74 00

Herbert Sheldon 25 00

Roundy & Son 147 50

Schools of Instruction at Ottawa $ 210 40

" " " Paxton 200 20
" " " Galesburg 217 20

'• " " Jerseyville 214 35
" " " Olney 23000

Expense of Grand Secretary 33 13— 1,105 ^8

John M. Pearson 35 00

Total $4,959 81

In order that the Grand Lodge may known the uses to which the money ex-

pended during the year on bills audited by the committee has been applied, we have

separated the items under appropriate accounts ; we recommend that in the future the

Grand Secretary be directed to so keep the accounts that his reports to this Grand

Body shall show in detail the amount expended for the several accounts during the

entire year. Following is the statement

:

Stationery, Printing and Blanks $ 303 25

Printing and Distributing Proceedings 2,008 85

Supplies for Grand Secretary's office 50 71

Expenses of Grand Master 335 96

Postage and Express 499 15

Telegraphing 5 ^^

Schools of Instruction I,II2 28

Expense of Grand Lodge Session 28 85

Grand I-odge Furniture 142 00

Grand Lodge Library 23 00

Expense at Funeral of T. T. Gurney 81 00

Tax on Missouri Land 35 00
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Expense of Visiting Lodges by order of G. M 46 31

Masonic Convention 50 00

Translation of Ritual 65 00

Laying Corner- Stones, Etc 67 53

Expense of Finance Committee 105 10

Total $ 4,959 80

Fraternally submitted,

E. C. PACE,
GIL. W. BARNARD,
S. W. WADDLE,

Finance Committee.

To the M. IV. Gt-and Lodge of Illinois, F. & A. Masons :

In the matter of the account of Bro. A. W. Adams for expense in visiting lodges

as District Deputy Grand Master, your committe would report that Sec. 4, Art. XI,

Part Third of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge expressly specify that when the

presence of the Grand Master or other Grand Officers or a commission is required,

such brethren or lodges shall pay pro rata the reasonable expense incurred by such

commission or officers. We therefore recommend that the bill be not allowed.

E. C. PACE,
GIL. W. BARNARD,
S. W. WADDLE,

Finance Committee.

M. W. Bro. D. C. Cregier moved that hereafter the Grand Secretary be instructed

to report to the Grand Lodge each order drawn, for what, and to whom, which was

carried.

REPORT—Committee on Lodges Under Dispensation.

W. Bro. F. B. Havill submitted the following report from the Committee on

Lodges Under Dispensation, which, on motion, was referred to the Grand Master.

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. dr' A. Alasons :

Your Committee on Lodges Under Dispensation, acting under the direction of

the Grand Lodge, has prepared for lodges U. D. the following":

CIRCULAR OF INSTRUCTIONS.

To tlie M. W., ll'arden and Brethren of Lodges U. D.:

Your attention is invited to the lollowing, showing the limited power of your

lodges

:
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1. A lodge U. D. is in fact hut a committee of the Grand Lodge.

2. Membership in a lodge U. D. can only be aciiuired by initiation, passing

and raising, or by being named in the dispensation.

3. A lodge U. D. cannot grant a dimit.

4. A lodge U. D. cannot try and discipline a brother, either for un-Masonic

conduct or for non-payment of dues.

5. A lodge U. D. cannot borrow money or incur debts on the faith of the lodge.

6. A lodge U. D. cannot install officers.

7. A lodge U. D. has no seal.

8. The fees in no case for the degrees can t)e less than twenty-five dollars,

and are payable in advance.

9. Examination for advancement must be made in open lodge, and the records

.should show that fact.

10. In the matter of territory, the jurisdiction of a lodge W D. is co eijual

with that of chartered lodges.

11. The records should be written plainly, and as briefly as a clear and con-

cise statement of the proceedings will permit.

12. Returns must be sent in by September ist, and no work can be done after

that date.

13. A competent and careful brother should be elected for Secretary, as much

depends upon the manner in which that officer performs his duties.

14. Read carefully the Grand Lodge By-Laws, and be governed thereby, es-

pecially in all cases of doubt as to your powers and duties.

15. The code of by-laws prepared by this committee is recommended for

your adoption.

16. A copy of the by-laws adopted must be sent in with your returns, as must

also a copy of the proposed by-laws for your lodge, should the same be chartered.

Fraternally sulimitted.

H. E. HAMILTON,
F. W. HAVILL,
D. B. GRATTAN,
J. B. YOUNG,
JAMES JOHN,

Committee.
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To the M. IV. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. & A. Masons :

Your Committee on Lodges Under Dispensation, to whom was referred certain

matters relating to such lodges, would respectfully report, that the evils complained

of can be remedied by the adoption of lodges U. D. of the following code of by-laws

:

ARTICLE L

Section i. This lodge shall be known as Lodge, U. D., A. F.

& A. M., of Illinois.

ARTICLE II.

Sec. I. In addition to the officers named in the dispensation authorizing the

lodge, the W. M. shall appoint Senior and Junior Deacons, two Stewards, a Tyler,

and in his discretion a Chaplain, Marshal and Organist.

Sec. 2 The stated communications of this lodge shall be held on and

of each month.

ARTICLE III.

Sec. I. The order of business shall be as follows, unless otherwise directed by

the W. M. :

Reading minute.s of last stated and special communications.

Reading and referring of petitions.

Reports of committees.

Balloting.

Unfinished business.

New business.

Work.

ARTICLE IV.

Sec. I. The W. M. shall observe all the traditionary usages, and shall care-

fully guard against all infractions of the by-laws of this lodge, and the written laws

and edicts of the Grand Lodge, and the general regulations of Masonry, and suffer

no departures therefrom.

Sec. 2. The S. W. shall assist the W. M., and in his absence preside.

Sec. 3. The J. W., in addition to assisting the W. M. in the discharge of his

duties, shall, in the absence of that officer and the S. W., preside.

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall keep a correct record of all the proceedings of the

lodge proper to be written; transmit a copy thereof to the Grand Lodge when re-

quired ; keep separate accounts with the members of the lodge ; conduct the lodge

correspondence ; issue all summons and notices ; make the returns required by the

Grand Lodge ; receive all moneys due the lodge, paying the same over to the Treas-

urer, taking his receipt therefor ; and ke.ep a register of the initiations, passings and

raisings, deaths, etc., showing the dates thereof.
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Sec. 5. The Treasurer shall have charge of the moneys and other funds of the

lodge ; keep accurate accounts of all moneys received
; pay the same out only upon

the order of the W. M., with the consent of the lodge.

Sec. 6. The other ohicers not herein specified shall perform such duties as

pertain to their respective offices, under the direction of the W. M.

ARTICLE V.

Sec. I. Membership in this lodge can only be aC(iuired as prescribed by the

(irand Lodge By-Laws.

Sec. 2. Every petition for the degrees shall be accompanied by the fees fixed

by this lodge, which shall be dollars for E. A. ; dollars for F. C, and

dollars for M. M.

Sec. 3. The dues in this lodge shall be dollars annually, payable quar-

terly in advance.

ARTICLE VL

Sec. I. Any law, rule, regulation or edict of the Grand Lodge which has the

effect to alter or amend any part of these by-laws, shall be deemed an amendment

without any action of the lodge.

Sec. 2. In addition to the amendments, as stated in Section i, these by-laws

can be amended only by presenting the proposed amendment in writing at a stated

communication, four weeks before final action is taken thereon ; and if upon vote two-

thirds of the members favor said amendment, the same shall be declared adopted.

H. E. HAMILTON,
FRANK W. HAVILL,
D. B. GRATTAN,

J. B. YOUNG,
JAMES JOHN,

Committee.

Beacon Light Lodge, U. D., Chartered.

R. W. Bro. Edward Cook moved that Beacon Light Lodge, U. D., be granted

a charter, which was carried.

REPORT—Committee on Printing.

The Grand Secretary submitted the following report for the Committee on

Printing

:

M. W. Grand Master and Brethren of the Grand Lodi^e : Your Committee

on Printing, to whom was referred the matter of having a Digest of the laws of the

Grand Lodge prepared and published for the use of the lodges, have carefully con-
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sideied the matter, and they have conchided that the expense that would necessarily be

incurred, would not be justifiable, for the reason that to procure a Digest that would

be of value would necessitate the employing of good legal talent in its preparation,

and that every change or modification in our By-Laws would require a new Digest

to be issued. The By-Laws of our Grand Lodge as now published, having all the

decisions of Past Grand Masters that have been made upon the different points of

law since our present Code was adopted, and the officers and members of the con-

stituent lodges can by a careful examination of the By-Laws and decisions readily

come to a conclusion as to what is the law. Therefore your committee recommend

that no action be taken. Which, on motion, was adopted.

R. W. Bro. Daniel j. Avery offered the following resolution, which, on motion,

was adopted

:

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to make a suitable index to

the Constitution and By-Laws of this Grand Lodge, including therein an index to

the decisions of the Grand Masters and committees construing the same, and publish

said index with the next edition of the By-Laws to be published by him.

The Grand Secretary read the following communication from R. W. Bro. Thos.

M. Grossman, and moved that the thanks of the Grand Lodge be extended to Bro.

Grossman for these valuable documents, and that extracts from them and his com-

munication be published in the proceedings, which was adopted :

To the M. IV. Grand Master and Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Illinois :

Edwardsville Lodge, No. 99, A. F. & A M., although chartered by this Grand

Lodge in 1851, some eleven years after its organization, will be accorded the dis-

tinction at least of being among its oldest constituent lodges, and while we feel a just

pride in our associations and have a well preserved record of our doings during the

thirty-six years of our existence, we desire to present to this Grand Lodge copies of

a few ancient documents, valuable, at least, as mementoes of Masonry in Illinois at

slill an earlier day—in fact, bearing date A. L. 5822, or some eighteen years prior

to the formation of this Grand Lodge, in A. L. 5840, or some twenty-nine years

prior to the date of our charter, in A. L. 5851. I refer, Most Worshipful Grand

Master and brethren, to a well preserved printed copy of the By-Laws of Libanus

Lodge, No. 29, A. F. & A. M., Edwardsville, Illinois, bearing date A. L. 5823, to-

gether with original copies of the treasurer's account book for 1823 and 1824, a num-

ber of bills, orders, etc., bearing the signatures of James Todd, the W. M., James H.

Henry, the S. W , and A. Frickett, the J. W. These papers came into our hands

but a few days ago, through the courtesy of Mr. W. H. Chaffee, of Carlinville, who

in his letter enclosing them states that "they were found among the papers

of a Mrs. Guys, of that city, who died some months ago, aged 87 years." Having

received these papers but a few days ago, I have had no time to investigate

the matter further, but promise further light in the future, should we be able to

secure it.

Most fraternally,

THOS. M. GROSSMAN,
W. M., Edwardsville Loiige, No. 99.

198
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The following are copies of bills, orders, receipts and extracts from treasurer's

book bearing dale in the years of 1822-23 and 1824, of Libanus Lodge, No. 29, A.

F. & A. M., located at Edwardsville, Illinois.

TYLER'S BILL AND RECEIPT.

Edwardsville, December 20, 1822.

LiHANUS Lodge, No. 29:

To Myron Patterson, Dr.

To Tiling $1 00

" One cord, of wood 2 00

Jan'y 3d, To Tiling i 00

Feb. 6th, do i 00

March 7th, do 1 00

" 13, do I 00

April 3d, do I 00

" 14, do I 00

" 21, do I 00

May 5, do i 00

" 10, do I 00
"

13, to initiating and raising Scott and Merideth 2 00
"

17, Baker's trial do i 00
" 26, Tiling I 00
"

27, do I 00

June 4, do i 00
"

5, do I 00
"

7, do I 00
" 12, do I 00
"

19, do I 00
"

24, do I Ou

To one table 4 00

$2-] 00

Received August ith, 1S23, from Ale.x'r Miller, Treasurer, sixty dollars state

paper, in full for the above account.

MYRON PATTERSON.

July 1st, 1823.

Brother Ale.xander Miller:

Dear Sir: You will please pay to John Dimond, a distressed and needy

brother, five dollars out of the funds of the lodge.

JOHN TODD, W. Master.

A. PRICK ETT, Jr. Warden.
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Edwardsvili.e, July 3rd, 1823.

LiHANus Lodge, No. 29 :

To A. Trickett, Dr.

Cash paid Muritians, on tlie 24th Junelast, state paper, #18.00.

Received rayment,

A. PRICKETT.
Allowed.

Alexander Miller :

Dear Bro : You will please to let the bearer, Charly Sloker, have fifteen dol-

lars or its equivalent in state paper out of the funds of the lodge.

JOHN TODD, W. M.,

Aug. 24th, 1823.

JAMES D. HENRY, .S. W.

The following endorsement is found on the liack of the above order:

August 24th, 1823.

Paid to Charles Sloker, forty dollars state paper on acc't of the within order, it

being the whole am't of money in the Treasury at this time.

A. Mn.LER, T.

EXTRACTS FROM TREASURER'S BOOK..

TREASURER'S ACCOUNT BOOK.

LiB.\Nus Lodge, No. 29. A. L. 5823.

LiBANUs Lodge, No. 29, in account with Alex. Miller. Treas. Cr.

1823
July I ITo this sum paid to the W. M. order

' in favor of Bro. John Dimond,
S. P ' 5 00

July 5

Aug. 8

« c 6c
J u 3

this sum paid the am't of Bro. A.
Prickett's acc't. dated the 3d|

inst., pr order of the W. M...S. Pj 18 00

this sum. State Paper, paid Bro.]

Myron Patterson, the am't of his

account for ty ling, &c., as pr re-

ceipt 60 00

this sum. State Paper, paid on
acc't of the W. M's order, in

favor of Charles Sloker for J15
specie, it being all the money inl

the Treasury 1 4000

1823

July I

By one hundred and twenty-
three dollars of the paper
of the S. B. of Illinois,

rec'd from David Prickett
(Secretary), as per receipt
bearing this date

ALEX'R MILLER, Treas'r.
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The Grand Secretary read the following letter from the President of the Illinois

Masonic Orphans' Home, and on motion, the invitation was accepted :

To the M. IV. Grand Master, Officers and Members of the Grand Lodge of

Illinois :

Dear Brethren : One year ago the Illinois Masonic Orphans' Home was

honored by having its dedicatory services performed by the M. W. Grand Lodge of

Illinois. At that time there was little more in sight than the possession of the build-

ing and grounds (on borrowed money), except that faith in the sublime tenets of P>ee

Masonry aided by willing liands, would soon place the " Home " in such a condition

that further anxiety for its ultimate safety and success would be unnecessary. That

our hopes have been thus far realized, can easily be seen by paying a visit to the in-

stitution and an examination of our last annual report.

The officers of the institution, feeling that the affairs of the same must possess a

deep interest to every member of your Grand Body, respectfully and earnestly invite

you to visit the Home, and to that end have secured busses for your transportation to

and from the Home, and we sincerely hope that every member of your Grand Body

who can, will not fail to avail himself of this opportunity to see for himself how well

this noble work to provide a home for the Masons' orphans has progressed during the

past year, and we feel assured that the pleasure and satisfaction it will afford will

amply reward you and enable you to carry with you to the brethren at home an in-

telligent account of our labors.

Fraternally yours,

GEO. M. MOULTON, President.

Attest: O. W. BARRETT, Secretary.

REPORT—Oommittee on Finance.

R. W. Bro. E. C. Pace submitted the following reports from the Committee on

Finance, which, on motion, was adppted :

According to the usual custom adopted by this Grand Lodge, your committee

recommend the adoption of the following resolution :

Resolved, That the following appropriations are hereby made, and the Grand

Secretary is directed to draw his warrant upon the Grand Treasurer for the same:

M. W. D. M. Browning. Committee on Correspondence $300 00

R. R. Stevens, Grand Tyler..., 100 00

D. B. Breed, Deputy Grand Secretary 25 00

Z. T. Griffin, Assistant Grand Secretary 25 00

Henry Brader, Janitor 10 00

Milward Adams, Rent of Music Hall 400 00
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And to the members of committees in attendance on this Grand Communication,

we recommend the payment of three dollars per day for each day's service, in addi-

tion to the amount allowed by the By-Laws.

Fraternally submitted.

E. C. PACE,
GIL. W. BARNARD,
S. M. WADDLE,

Committee.

To the M . ]V. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. iS^ A. Masons :

Your committee to whom was referred the following bills, fraternally report that

we have examined the same and found them correct. We recommend that they be

allowed, and the Grand Secretary be directed to draw orders on the Grand Treasurer

for the several amounts, as follows :

E. T. E. Becker, D. D. G. M., for expense in arresting charter of Hanover

. Lodge $ 3 85

John Von Gunten, Jr., D. D. G. M., for expense in arresting charter of Dar-

win Lodge 8 50

Louis C. Seeley, D. D. G. M , expense by order Grand Master lo oo

Edwin P. Tilley, storage Grand Lodge property, etc 50 75

R. R. Stevens, sundries as per bill 75 20

E. W. Wood, expense by order Grand Master 2 45

In the matter of the petition of Lodge No. 163, for mileage and per diem for its

representative in attendance on this session, we recommend in consideration of the

payment of the dues of said lodge one month before the session of the Grand Lodge,

that the petition be granted ; at the same time, we suggest that the payment of Grand

Lodge dues is a liability of the constituent lodges, which they should provide for

within the limit of time allowed, and excuses for non-payment within said limit of

time on account of absence or negligence of officers, are not considered as valid by

this committee. We recommend that the Grand Secretary be directed to draw an

order on the Grand Treasurer to Charles Downing for $24.10.

E. C. PACE,
GIL. W. BARNARD,
S. W. WADDLE.

Committee.

To the M. IV. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. &' A. M

:

Your Committee on Finance fraternally submit the following estimate of the

probable expenses of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing year

:
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For Mileage and Per Diem of Grand Officers, Committees and Represen-

tatives $ 17,800

For Printing and Distributing Proceedings 2,200

Stationery, Blanks, Postage, Express Charges, etc 1,000

For Schools of Instruction i ,200

Expenses of Grand Master 350

Contingent Expenses 8,450

Total $ 3i,cxDo

E. C. PACE,
G. W. BARNARD,
S. W. WADDLE,

Committee.

CALLED OFF.

At 1 1.30 o'clock A. M. the Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment,

until 2 o'clock P. M.

THIRD DAY

—

Afternoon Session.

Thursday, October 6th, A. L. 1887. )

2 o'clock p. M. r

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor by the M. W. Grand

Master, Grand Officers and Representatives as in the morning.

R. W. Bro. E. C. Pace, for the Committee on Finance, presented the following

resolution, which, on motion, was adopted :

To Ihe M. IV. Grciucf Lodoe of Illinois, F. &^ A. Masons :

Whereas, W. Bro. Thos. S. Mather, Grand Junior Deacon, having, since his

arrival in the city, been prevented by continued illness from attending the sessions of

the Grand Lodge in his official capacity, we recommend that the Grand Master draw

his order on the Treasurer for S24.50, the amount of his mileage and per diem.

E. C. PACE,
GIL. W. BARNARD,
S. W. WADDLE,

Committee.
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REPORT—Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence.

M. W. Joseph Robbins, presented tlie following report from the Committee on

Masonic Jurisprudence, which, aftei' full and free discussion, was adopted :

To the M. IV. Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. t& A. Masons :

Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence reports as follows on the various

subjects before it

:

In the matter referred wherein a dispensation is reported to have been granted

for a new lodge, at Pittsfield, Pike Co., where the recommendation of the three

nearest lodges had not been obtained, your committee finds an insurmountable obstacle

to the erection of a new lodge there, in the constitutional provision (Art. XIII, Sec. 2,)

that no dispensation shall be issued by the Grand Lodge or by the Grand Master, in

any place not having already three or more lodges, without the recommendation of

the three nearest lodges.

PROVIDENCE LODGE, NO. 7II.

In the the matter of Providence Lodge, No. 711, wherein its charter is reported

to have been suspended and finally revoked by the Grand Master, the record whose

examination became necessary in order to determine what points of law were

involved in the case, fails to disclose affirmatively or otherwise any notice of cause, or

opportunity to be heard, without which it is declared by the Grand Lodge By-Laws

(Art. XXVII, Sec. 4,) no charter shall be suspended or revoked. When such

notice is given and such opportunity afforded—and not till then—the Grand Master

is amply authorized by the Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand Lodge in exerci-

sing his disciplinary powers according to his best judgment and discretion to the full

extent of suspending during recess of the Grand Lodge the functions of the lodge.

But in the case of Providence Lodge, No. 711, the Grand Master judged that a

severer penalty should be inflicted, and thought he found in a resolution of the Grand

Lodge authority to exercise the power residing in that body to revoke the charter of

a lodge and strike its name and number from the register. An examination of the

preamble and resolution offered by Worshipful Brother R. S. Hall, the only thing

in the proceedings of 1866 which can be held to refer to Providence Lodge, shows

that neither the name, number or location of any lodge occurs therein, and your com-

mittee is constrained to say that even if it contained a grant of extraordinary power

the resolution should do something more than hint at a lodge before such lodge could

be safely singled out as the object of the exercise of that power. The resolution

does not, in the opinion of your committee, attempt to enlarge the powers of the Grand

Master, but by the words " suitable action " refers to a suitable application of the al-

ready sufficient powers of the Grand Master, to the case of the lodge at which it

hinted. But any attempt to clothe the Grand Master with the power to revoke the

charter of a lodge, by any resolution or order, however explicit, would have been

futile. The power to revoke a charter is vested in the Grand Lodge alone (Const.,
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Art. XI, Sec. I; By-Laws, Part Second, Art. XXVII, Sec. i,) and because it is

vested there by the constitution, it cannot be alienated or delegated by a legislative

act.

However erroneous the act of suspension may have been, yet no course was open

to the lodge but to respect the decree and render loyal obedience to the Grand Master

until the recurrence of the annual communication should terminate the disability.

Your committee has no disposition to enter upon the technical distinctions be-

tween void and voidable acts, pursued by the courts, being contented with the practical

settlement of the question by the termination of the recess, which leaves the charter

in full force and effect.

In thus pointing out what it conceives to be the law applicable to the case of

Providence Lodge, No. 711, and the particulars in which the Grand Master has mis-

apprehended it, your committee desires to commend in the highest terms the zeal,

purity of motive and moral earnestness with which he has sought to perform his

whole duty in the premises, and we recommend that his successor be requested to

further investigate the grave matters developed in the Grand Master's report as well

as those which were the subject of the former inquiry.

COBDEN LODGE, NO. 466.

In the matter of Cobden Lodge, No. 466, your committee finds not only that there

was no notice of cause and an opportunity to be heard, which Section 4, Art. XXVII
declares to be necessary preliminaries to the suspension of a cliarter, but that the al-

leged hearing of the commission was entirely ex-parle, the representatives of the lodge

who applied to be present being excluded. In this case as in the case of Providence

Lodge, No. 711, the charter is reported by the Grand Master as having been revoked

and, as in that case, by virtue ot its having been referred to him with power to act.

The record of the Grand Lodge proceedings in this case show that it was explicity re-

ferred to the Grand Master with power to act, but, as we have seen in the case of

Providence Lodge, the constitutional responsibility vested in the Grand Lodge in the

matter of the revocation of charters could not have been embraced in that grant of

power. Your committee is of the opinion, therefore, that the charter of Cobden

Lodge, No. 466, has not been revoked, that the suspension of its functions was im-

proper for want of notice and lack of opportunity to be heard, and that the termina-

tion of the recess during which the charter was de facto suspended, leaves that instru-

ment in full force and effect.

JOHN FAIRLEY ALLAN.

In the matter of John Fairley Allan, if the statement of the facts in his case by

W. Pro. Garrigue is correct, then Bro. Allan received the degrees of Masonry in a

regular lodge, working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Scotland whose

regularity we recognize. Bro. John Fairley Allan having been made in a regular
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lodge, lawfully at labor, as shown by his diploma from the Grand Lodge of Scot-

land, no further action is necessary to enable him to visit or affiliate with any lodge

in this jurisdiction. The Grand Master most properly calls attention to the invasion

of the jurisdiction of South Park Lodge, No. 662, by the Grand Lodge of Scotland.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland is one of the oldest and most respectable Grand

Lodges in the world, and from its high character it might reasonably be expected

that some restramt would be placed upon the lodges which solicit strangers. The

Grand Lodge of Scotland is sovereign within its territory, and we must therefore

recognize its power to make laws for its constitutents at its sovereign will and pleasure,

but without assuming to trench upon its independence, an independence as complete

as that which we claim and maintain for ourselves, we may with strict propriety

protest against its constituents being protected in making Masons of citizens of Illinois

as being inconsistent with that comity which, between two Grand Bodies maintaining

fraternal relations, ought to begin where absolute obligation ends. Your committee

therefore recommends that the Grand Master be requested, at his earliest convenience,

to lay our grievance before the Grand Master of Masons in Scotland.

RECONSIDERING JUDGMENTS IN MASONIC TRIALS.

In the matter coming up in the case wherein R. W. Bro. Joseph E. Dyas ap-

pealed to the Grand Master to review the proceedings of Paris Lodge, No. 268,

which had assumed to reconsider a vote by which a member had been declared sus-

pended for non payment of dues, your committee is of the opinion that the position

of R. W. Bro. Dyas was correct; that once a brother is lawfully declared suspended

there is no way to undo the act, but that the only remedy is by re-instatement. As this

was a case of violation of law on the part of the lodge, the interposition of the Grand

Master for the purpose of compelling conformity to the law was strictly within the

line of his duty and should be approved.

INSUFFICIENT NOTICE.

In the matter of the suspension of Bro. Ivory H. Pike by Wade-Barney Lodge for

the non-payment of dues, your committee finds that Bro. Pike did not receive law-

ful notice or citation for trial, and that the lodge did not, therefore, obtain jurisdiction

over him for the purpose of discipline. The intervention of the Grand Master in this

case, to require conformity to Masonic law, was strictly within the scope of his duty.

In this connection your committee desire to impress upon the lodges the necessity of

scrutinizing with great care the blank forms on sale for use in Masonic trials, in order

to see that they conform to the requirements of the law.

VIENNA LODGE, NO. I50.

The subject brought up by the trial of a member of V^ienna Lodge, No. 150, on

charges growing out of his alleged theological opinions, and the bringing of counter

charges by the accused against the Master of the lodge for permitting sectarian mat-
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ter to be presented to the lodge for consideration, imposes upon your committee a

delicate duty, not only because the subject is one which always lies very near the

prejudices and passions of men, but because of the difficulty of discussing it without

overstepinghere in the law-making body itself, the bounds which the law made here,

in consonance with the fundamental law of Masonry, sets up for the constituent

lodges and forbids them to pass. For these reasons it seems to your committee tliat

the law in a general way may be profitably considered before passing to the case

which has arisen under it, or in spite of it; and because the time allotted to the com-

mittee is too brief for the preparation of a fresh presentation of the subject, it quotes

here from the proceedings of the Grand Lodge in a former year a presentation which

then received the approval of the Grand Lodge and which now reflects the opinions

of your committee relative to the law and the line of Masonic duty touching the very

basis of Masonic union.

" In entering upon this inquiry our manifest duty is to consult first the Ancient

Law—the landmark—by whose prescriptions every Masonic body and every in-

dividual Mason is alike bound to square their Masonic action. The first of the Old

Charges, ' Concerning God and Reiigion,' says: ' But though, in ancient times Ma-
' sons were charged in every country to be of the religion of that country or nation,

' whatever it was, yet 'tis now thought more expedient only to oblige them to that re-

' ligion in which all men agree, leaving their particular opinions to themselves ; that

' is, to be good men and true, or men of honour and honesty, by whatever denomina-

' tion or persuasion they may be distinguished ; whereby Masonry becomes the centre

' of union, and the means of conciliating true friendship among those who must have

' remained at a perpetual distance.'

Under this same charge Atheists are excluded from Masonry, the warrant for

such exclusion being found in the following :

' A Mason is obliged by his tenure, to obey the moral law ; and if he rightly un-

' derstands the art, he will never be a stupid Atheist, nor an irreligious libertine.'

Atheists being excluded, what is, then, ' that religion in which all men agree ?
'

Minifestly it is the belief in a Supreme Being, the initial point and one great inclu-

sive idea of all religions—the only one common to all.

From this one common point of theological agreement diverge the paths which

lead to the countless divisions and subdivisons, ethnic and denominational, of the

religious world. As the only possible centre of union, the only possible means of

conciliating true friendship among those who must otherwise have remained at a

perpetual distance, the landmark utterly refrains from indicating which, if any, of

these diverging paths leads backward to the Supreme.

Professedly a universal brotherhood, it is the comprehensive nature of its one

religious requirement, the fact that it includes that and that only which is common to

all religions, that gives to Masonry its universality. How much its votaries as indi-

viduals may add to this one cardinal idea of the Supreme Being, Masonry neither
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prescribes nor inquires; but in the name of the Fraternity no man or body of men

may add to or take from it. Holding in common to the great fact of the existence

of God, all Masons must stand upon the level of a perfect equality whenever and

wherever assembled as such. As a man, Masonry leaves each one free to his own
theological interpretation ; but this freedom confers no license to enforce or engraft

his interpretation upon the Institution.

The moment a brother assumes that the Supreme can be approached only

through some one name—be that name Brahma, Jesus, Buddha or Allah—that moment

he enters upon theological definition and interpretation, the very root of sectarianism,

which, with its twin evil, political partisanship, Masonry seeks above all others to

exclude.

Our Grand Lodge, mindful of its obligations to the landmark, has by statute

prohibited the introduction of either upon any Masonic occasion ; and no one who
will pause to reflect upon the essential nature of a brotherhood claiming to be uni-

versal can doubt the wisdom of its actions."

In the case before us a strongly sectarian address, published in pamphlet form

by the accused, was made the basis of a charge against him of committing a Masonic

offence, and also constituted the sole evidence put in upon his trial to substantiate

the charge. One of the specifications involved the charge of Atheism, a disbelief

in God, and the others, three or four in number, were various ways of stating in sub-

stance that he was guilty of denying the divine authenticity of the Bible, of ridi-

culing that book, of declaring that some portions of it were false, or of speaking

contemptuously of it. Upon the trial the accused was found not guilty of the specifi-

cation of Atheism, and not guilty of all the rest of the specifications save one, and

that one was one form of specifying that he had cast ridicule and contempt upon the

Bible. Failing to agree upon any punishment for the specification upon which he

was convicted, the presiding District Deputy immediately closed the lodge, and the

Grand Master immediately suspended the charter. Meanwhile the accused preferred

charges against the Master for permitting a sectarian question to be presented to the

lodge for consideration, which charges were curtly dismissed by the Grand Master.

The section under which the charge was brought against the Master is to be found in

Article II, Part Third, defining Masonic offences. It is the 3d section and reads as

follows

:

"The Master of any lodge shall not permit any charges or specifications, or

any other subject matter either written or oral, involving questions of a political or

sectarian character, to be read in, or in any manner presented to the lodge."

Language could not make plainer the prohibition aimed at precisely the char-

acter of matter introduced in this case, and which was first disobeyed by the Master

and afterwards ignored by the Grand Master. To your committee it seems impossi-

ble to deny that in permitting the introduction of the sectarian pamphlet, and also of

some if not all the specifications, the Master very squarely disobeyed the unmistak-

able letter of the law. But your committee finds on referring to the Grand Master's
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report that in permitting this matter to be introduced he was acting under such advice

from the Grand Master as he might well be excused for considering an order, or at

least a direction; and from the statements of the Master in its presence it was im-

pressed with the belief that he would not intentionally defy the laws of the Grand

Lodge, and that he might safely be again entrusted with the custody of the charter of

Vienna Lodge.

The acquittal of the accused of the charge of Atheism shows that there was

nothing that could afford the least shadow of excuse for defying the plain letter of

the law, and therefore no possible excuse for now insisting that the lodge should in-

flict'punishment pursuant to a verdict found in a trial void on its face because held in

violation of law. On the other hand there is nothing to be gained in inflicting punish-

ment upon those who have broken the law, at all comparable to the mischief of con-

tinued agitation of a question so dangerous to the peace of the Fraternity, one which,

as the Grand Lodge long ago foresaw, can bear only the bitter fruits of strife,

alienation and discord. Your committee therefore recommends that the whole pro-

ceeding be regarded in fact, as it was in law, void ad initio, leaving all parties enjoy-

ing the same status as before the mischievous proceeding was begun.

ORIGINAL APPELLATE JURISDICTION.

Touching the question which appears to be involved in the matter of Bro. I. F.

Albright and Grand Chain Lodge, No. 660, in which the Grand Master seems from

his report to have assumed original appellate jurisdiction and determined a case upon its

merits, without such case having failed of a hearing by the Grand Lodge because

sufficient time did not intervene to permit the required notice to be given, your com-

mittee is of the opinion that original appellate jurisdiction over cases wherein the ap-

peal involves the merits of the case, does not, under our law, lie in the Grand Mas-

ter, except in those cases in which sufficient time does not intervene between the

action appealed from and the meeting of Grand Lodge to exhaust the periods allotted

for notice, and not in such cases if notice has been so promptly given that the cases

are fully ripe for action when the Grand Lodge meets, but that he may exercise such

jurisdiction over a case on its merits which having been begun before the annual

meeting does not become ripe for action until after such meeting has passed. Such

Cases may be taken up by him and disposed of during the recess. {Sec. j, Arf. /A',

Part 3d G. L. By-Laivs.)

RUSSfiLL LODGE, NO. 1 54.

Touching the irregularity reported from Russell Lodge, No. 154, wherein

through a mistake the third degree was conferred upon a candidate who was stand-

ing on the degree of Entered Apprentice, your committee would report that the ex-

isting anomalous condition of affairs may be remedied by conferring upon him the

degree which he has not yet received.

The circumstances under which the blunder occurred, as reported by the Grand

Master, do not seem to call for discipline of the offending lodge beyond an earnest

admonition to be more vigilant in the future.
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DECISIONS.

Touching the decisions referred, numbered i to 4, inckisive, your committee is

of the opinion that numbers i, 2 and 4 should be approved, but is constrained to dif-

fer with the Grand Master as to number 3.

The fact that our law provides that a charter cannot be surrendered while seven

members desire to retain it, coupled with the decision of ( Irand Master Lounsbury

affirmed by the Grand Lodge, that "the Tyler has the right to vote," seems to your

committee to be conclusive that if seven Master Masons are there engaged in the

work of the lodge, although one of them is engaged in the absolutely essential duty

of tyling, the required number is present in the sense contemplated by our law.

Fraternally submitted,

JOSEPH ROBBINS,
D. C. CREGIER,
JAMES A. HAWLEY,
JOHN R. THOMAS,
C. H. PATTON,

Committee.

R. W. Bro. John M. Pearson presented the following preamble and resolution,

and moved its adoption, which was lost

:

Whereas, Certain brethren at Pittsfield, Pike County, have, by authority of a

dispensation of the Grand Master, been exercising the functions of a lodge in initiat-

ing, passing and raising Masons ; and, as appears by the report of the Committee on

Lodges U. D., have made proper and regular returns of their work ; and

Whereas, It appears, from conclusive evidence, that peculiar circumstances

incident to the case make it impossible for them to comply literally with all the pre-

liminary requirements for obtaining a charter, although their character and qualifica-

tions are unquestioned, therefore

Resolved, That a charter issue to said brethren for a lodge at Pittsfield.

R. W. Bro. Daniel J. Avery presented the following resolution, which, on

motion, was referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence :

Resolved, That the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence be directed to furnish

to the Grand Secretary blank forms of petition for degrees
;

petition for affiliation ;

petition for reinstatement
;
petition for diniit ; form of dimit ; form of proxy ; form

of petition for new lodge ; form' of certificate of a lodge consenting to the formation

of a new lodge, and recommending the same ; form of summons ; form of return of

service of summons ; form of first notice to pay dues ; form of second notice for

same, and such other forms of minutes and other matters, together with the manner

of keeping records of proceedings by a con.stituent lodge in dealing with its delin-
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quent members for non-payment of dues, as in the judgment of said committe will be

of value to constituent lodges in the transaction of the business of the lodges in this

Grand jurisdiction. And be it further

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed, upon receipt of such forms

from said Committee, to have printed 2000 copies of the by-laws and decisions of this

Grand Lodge, revised to date, with a suitable index thereto, and mail one copy

thereof to each constituent lodge, and one to each officer and member of standing

committees of this Grand Lodge.

The Grand Secretary; M. IV. Grand Master and Brethren : I feel

that it is due to the quartette who favored us with such excellent music at the open-

ing of this Grand Lodge, free of charge, that we tender them our thanks, which, on

motion, was adopted.

The Grand Master-elect announced that the bonds of the Grand Treasurer and

Grand Secretary had been approved, and that he had appointed tlie following

brethren as Grand Officers :

R. W. Rev. H. W. Thomas, D. D Grand Chaplain.

R. W. W. J. Calhoun Grand Orator.

W. Leslie A. Munn Deputy Grand Secretary.

W. B. F. Mason Grand Pursuivant.

W. W. A. Stevens Grand Mai-shal.

W. Rowley Page Grand Standard Bearer.

W. J. O. Hughes Grand Szvord Bearer.

W. John O'Neill Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Thomas S. Mathek .Junior Grand Deacon.

W. A. J. IIarbers Grand Steward.

W. E. A. Kratz Grand Steward.

W. Daniel Stewart Grand Steward.

W. Chester S. Gurney Grand Stezvard.

Bro. Robert R. Stevens Grand Tyler.

INSTALLATION—Of Officers.

W. M. Bro. Alex. T. Darrah, assisted by M. W. Bro. Joseph Robbins, as Grand

Marshal, installed M. W. Bro. John C. Smith, Grand Master of Masons of the State

of Illinois, and conducted him to his seat in the Grand East, when he was duly pro-

claimed as such, and received with the Grand Honors of Masonry.

INSTALLATION—Continued.

M. W. Bro. John C. Smith, assisted by M. W. Bro. Joseph Rolibins, as Grand

Marshal, then installed the following Grand Officers:
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R. W. John M.Pearson Deputy Grand Master Godfrey.

R. W. Monroe C. Crawford Senior Grand Warden Jonesboro.

R. W. Leroy a. Goddard .Junior Grand Warden Marion.

R. W. Wiley M. Egan Grand Treasurer Chicago.

R. W. Loyal L. Munn Grand Secretary Freeport.

R. W. Rev. H. W. Thom.vs, D. T).... Grand Chaplain Chicago.

R. W. W.J. Calhoun Grand Orator Danville.

W. Leslie A. Munn Deputy Grand Secretary Freeport.

W. B. F. Mason Gi-and Pursuivant Paxton.

W. W. A. Stevens Grand Marshal Chicago.

W. Rowley Page Grand Standard Bearer Galesburg.

W. J. O. Hughes Grand Sivord Bearer Gibson City.

W. John O'Neill Senior Grand Deacon Chicago.

W. Thomas S. Mather .Junior Grand Deacon Springfield.

W. A.J. Harbers Grand Steiuard Peoria.

W. E. A. Kratz Grand Steward Champaign.

W. Daniel Stewart Grand Steward. Galena.

W. Chester S. Gurney Grand Steruard Chicago.

Pro. Robert R. Stevens Grand Tyler Chicago.

The M. W. Grand Master appointed the following Standing Committees :

on masonic jurisprudence.

D. C. Cregier, James A. Hawley, D. M. Browning, John R. Thomas,

A. T. Darrah.

on appeals and grievances.

Joseph E. Dyas, II. J. Hamlin, Geo. W. Hill, Ira W. Buell, William S. Cantrell.

ON chartered lodges.

Thomas M. Grossman, H. M. Gillmore, A. J. Graham, G. II. B. Tolle,

George W. Cyrus.

ON lodges under dispensation.

H. E. Hamilton, D. B. Grattan, John L. McCuUough, W. P. Ennis, J. II. C. Dill.

on correspondence.

Joseph Robbins.
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ON MILKACK AND PER DIEM.

Edward S. Mulliner, II. C. Cleaveland, John A. Ladd.

ON FINANCE.

E. C. Pace, Gil. W. Baniaid, Samuel W. Waddle.

GRAND EXAMINERS.

M. D. Chamberlin, Freeport.

W. B. Grimes, Pittsfield.

A. B. Ashley, Kewanee.

James John, Chicago.

Eugene L. Stoker, Centralia.

DEPUTY GRAND LECTURERS.

H. E. Huston, Monticello. W. O. Butler, La Harpe.

J. E. Evans, Monticello. Geo. S. Fuhr, Blandinsville.

G. A. Staddler, Monticello. Samuel Rawson, Troy.

W. H. Stevens, Steelville. John E. Morton, Perry.

John W. Rose, Litchfield, Wm. E. Ginther, Charleston.

F. S. Belden, 153 Wabash av., Chicago. W. J. Elwell, Shawneetown.

L M. McCollister, Whitehall. Jas. R. Ennis, Burnt Prairie.

W. J. Frisbee, Bushnell. N. A. Keeler, Rockford.

Chas. Reifsnider, i3oKinzie st., Chicago. D. F. Flannery, 115 Dearborn St., Chicago

M. W. Brother Cregier presented the following resolution, which, on motion,

was adopted

:

Resolved, That the Grand/Lodge recognize the uniform zeal and devotion mani-

fested by M. W. Bro. Alex. T. Darrah, our retiring Grand Master, in the discharge

of the duties of that high office during the past two years, and we hereby extend to

our M. W. Bro. expressions of fraternal respect and esteem, with the hope that his

years may be many, amid plenty, health and peace.

REMARKS OK M. W. BRO. DARRAH.

M. W. Grand Master, and Brethren of the Grand Lodge:

I regret very much to see that tlie members of the Grand Lodge are not more

numerous, that I might, in a feeble manner, attempt to thank them heartily for the

very high honor conferred upon me two years ago, and repeated one year since.

Let me say to you that I appreciate it very highly ; and, if I have succeeded, even

in a measure, in discharging the duties of this important trust to the satisfaction of
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the members of this Grand Lodge, I shall feel amply repaid. I can only assure you

that, to the best of my ability, I have labored for the interest of Masonry—for the

very best interest of Masonry. My aim has been to build up the Institution, to

strengthen the hands of the weak, and encourage those who are despondent, and to

have all move forward, in the light so clearly developed by our ancient fathers. I

wish once again to take occasion, in retiring, to thank you for the courtesy and sup-

port received at your hands. Brethren of the Grand Lodge, allow me simply to

thank you, most heartily.

CLOSED.

At 6.30 1'. M., no further business appearing, the M. W. Grand Master pro-

ceeded to close the Grand Lodge in Ample Form, with prayer by the Grand

Secretary. •

Grand Master.

Attest

:

j>£, ^, )?(iumJ,
Grand Secretwf'y

The Grand Secretary desires, for the Grand Officers and Representatives of the

Grand Lodge, to thank Mr. Milward Adams, manager of Central Music Hall, for his

courtesy and liberality. The committee arranged with him for the use of the hall

for day sessions only. But the Grand Lodge found it necessary to hold two evening

sessions, and when he was consulted in regard to that, he consented to its use by our

paying the extra expense incurred for gas, janitor, etc. But when presented with the

order for the use of the hall for the day sessions and asked for his bill for the evening

sessions, he said he would make no charge for them, although we had used a large

amount of gas. This liberality and courtesy is deserving of recognition, and will be

appreciated by the members of this Grand Lodge.

2,g
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DISTRICTS AND DIST. DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

FOR THE YEARS i}

POSTOFFICE ADDRESS. COUNTIES COMPOSING DISTRICT.

W.K.Forsyth 162 22d St., Chicago

Daniel J. Avery 38 Metropolitan Blk., Chicago.

Joseph H. Di.xon Chicago

W.S. Hewiiis Elgin, Kane Co
Jacob Krohn Freeport, Stephenson county.
E. T. E. Becker Mt. Carroll, Carroll county....

John D. Crabtree Di.xon, Lee county
Chenery Puffer Joliet, Will county
W. L. Milligan Ottawa, LaSalle county
Marshall U. Trimble Princeton, Bureau county

Frank G. Welton Cambridge, Henry County
Geo. W. Hamilton Prairie City, McDonough Co..
Wm. R. Hoyle Galesburg, Kno.x county ;

C. F. Hitchcock Peoria, Peoria county !

Owen Scott Bloomington, McLean county
F. S. Hatch Kankakee, Kankakee county.
F. E. Eubeling Urbana, Champaign county...

Chas. F. Tenney Bement, Piatt county
R. D. Lawrence Springfield, Sangamon county.

Thomas J. Brunson Jacksonville, Morgan county..
W. O. Butler LaHarpe. Hancock county
I. M. McCollister Whitehall, Greene county

W. T. Vandeveer Taylorville, Christian county.,

John Von Gunten.Jr Olney, Richland county

John C. White Effingham, Effingham county...

Samuel Rawson Troy, Madison county
James Douglas Chester, Randolph county
C. M. Forman Nashville, Washington county.

W. J. Elwell jShawneetown, Galatin county..

James A. Rose iGolconda, Pope county

" South Chicago," and all that part
of Cook county lying south of the
Chicago River, and east of the
Illinois and Michigan Canal.

All that part of West Chicago and
the county of Cook lying south of

the " Fulton Branch " of the Chi-
cago & Northwestern R. R., and
•west of the Illinois & Michigan
Canal.

All that part of the city of Chicago
and the county ofCook lying north
of the Fulton Branch of the Chi-
cago & Northwestern R. R.

Kane, McHenry and Lake.
Boone, Winnebago and Stephenson.
JoDaviess, Carroll and Whiteside.
Ogle, Lee and DeKalb.
Kendall, DuPage, Will and Grundy
LaSalle and Livingstone.
Bureau; Putnam, Marshall and

Stark.
Henry, Rock Island and Mercer.
McDonough, Fulton and Schuyler.
Kno.x, Warren and Henderson.
Peoria, Woodford and Tazewell.
McLean, DeWitt and Ford.
Kankakee, Iroquois and Vermilion.
Champaign, Douglas, Edgar and

Coles.
Piatt, Moultrie, Macon and Logan.
Mason, Menard, Sangamon and
Cass.

Brown, Morgan, Scotland Pike.

Adams and Hancock.
Calhoun, Greene, Jersey and Ma-
coupin.

Montgomery, Christian and Shelby
Cumberland, Clark, Crawford, Jas-

per, Richland and Lawrence.
Clay, Effingham, Fayette and Ma-

rion.

Bond, Clinton and Madison.
St. Clair, Monroe and Randolph.
Washington, Jefferson, Franklin,

Perry, Jackson and Williamson.
Wayne, Edwards, Wabash, White,
Hamilton, Saline and Gallatin.

Hardin, Pope, Massac, Johnson,
Union, Pulaski and Alexander.

i
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PERMJINENT MEMBERS.

M. W. Bro. William Lavely, P. G. M., Springfield, No. 4.

M. W. Bro. Harrison Dills, P. G. M., Bodley, No. i.

M. W. Bro. Jerome R. Gorin, P. G. M., Macon, No. 8.

M. W. Bro. Harmon G. Reynolds, P. G. M., St. Paul, No. 500.

M. W. Bro. DeWitt C. Cregier, P. G. M., Blaney, No. 271.

M. W. Bro. James A. Hawley, P. G. M., Friendship, No. 7.

M. W. Bro. Joseph Robbins, P. G. M., Quincy, No. 296.

M. W. Bro. W. H. Scott, P. G. M., Metropolis, No. 91.

M. W. Bro. Daniel M. Browning, P. G. M., Benton, No. 64.

M. W. Bro. John R. Thomas, P. G. M., Metropolis, No. 91.

M. W. Bro. Alexander T. Darrah, P. G. M., Bloomington, No. 43.

M. W. Bro. John C. Smith, G. M., Miners, No. 273.

R. W. Bro. Edward R. Roe, P. D. G. M., Wade-Barney, No. 512

R. W. Bro. Ben. L. Wiley, P. D. G. M., Makanda, No. 434.

R. W. Bro. James H. Matheny, P. D. G. M., Springfield, No. 4.

R. W. Bro. John C. Baker, P. D. G. M., Waukegan, No. 78.

R. W. Bro. Charles Fisher, P. D. G. M., Central, No. 71.

R. W. Bro. W. J. A. DeLancey, P. D. G. M., Centralia, No. 201.

R. W. Bro. John M. Pearson, D. G. M. Piasa, No. 27.

R. W. Bro. Isaac R. Diller, P. S. G. W., Central, No. 71.

R. W. Bro. Andrew J. Kuykendall, P. S. G. W., Vienna, No. 150

R. W. Bro. Asa W. Blakesley, P. S. G. W., Bodley, No. i.

R. W. Bro. Edwin F. Babcock, P. S. G. W., Summerfield, No. 342,

R. W. Bro. Henry E. Hamilton, P. S. G. W., Lincoln Park, No. 611.

R. W. Bro. Henry C. Cleaveland, P. S. G. W., Trio, No. 57. 611.

R. W. Bro. Monroe C. Crawford, S. G. W., Jonesboro, No. in.

R. W. Bro. Carlton Drake, P. J. G. W., Landmark, No. 422.

R. W. Bro. WilHam H. Turner, P. J. G. W., Oriental, No. 33.

R. W. Brfl. Elijah M. Haines, P. J. G. W., Waukegan, No. 78.

R. W. Bro. Leroy A. Goddard, J. G. W., Marion, Fellowship, No. 89.
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REPRESENTATIVES.

OF THE GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS NEAR OTHER GRAND LODGES.

GRAND LODGE.

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
British Columbia
California
Canada
Colorado
Connecticut
Dakota
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Indiana
Indian Territory
Iowa
Ireland
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Manitoba
Maine
Maryland
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Mexico
New Jersey
New York
Nevada
North Carolina
Nova Scotia
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Prince Edward Island
Quebec .

.

Rhode Island
South Australia
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Utah :

Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
(Irand National Mother Lodge of the

Three Globes, Berlin, Prussia

REPRESENTATIVE.

Daniel Sayre
George Whitefield Curtis
D. D. Leach
Edward C. Neufelder . .

.

Alex. G. Abell
David McLellan
Henry M.Teller
James L. Gould
Joseph Haire
Daniel Goodwin
Edwin B. McGrotty
D. C. Dawkins
James Whitehead
J. W. Brown
Daniel McDonald
J. S. Murrow
Joseph Chapman
William F. Black.
Matthew M. Miller
Edward B. Jones

J. Q. A. Fellows
Samuel L. Bedson
George W. Deering
Jonn A. Berry
Henry Chamberlain ....

A. T. C. Pierson

J. M. Boon
Martin Collins

Cornelius Hedges I Helena.
George H. Thrummel .

]

Grand Island
Nathaniel W. Cumner Manchester.
Henr>- L. Waldo

j

Santa Fe.

Hamilton Wallis
Wm. J. McDonald New York.
Robert W. Bollen Carson City.

D. W. Bain Raleigh.
Theodore A. Cossman . . .

.

. . . .
j

Halifax.

W. S. Phares ...I Columbus.
W.T.Wright Union.

RESIDENCE.

Montgomery.
Prescott.

Victoria.
San Francisco.
Hamilton, Ont.
Central.
Bridgeport.

Milford.
Washington.
Jacksonville.
Warrinton.
Idaho City.

Plymouth.
Atoka.
Dubuque.

Paducah.
New Orleans.
Winnipeg
Portland.

Three Oaks.
St. Paul.
Macon.
St. Louis.

Richard Vaux
Henry M. Aitkin . . .

.

Alexander Chisholm ..

Alvord O. Miles .. ..

John Trail McLaren...

A. V. Warr
Philip C. Tucker
James Lowe
Delos M. Bacon
Beverly R. Wellford, Jr.
Levi Ankeney
H. R. Howard
John W. Laflin

Adolph Bohme

Philadelphia.
Charlottetown.
Montreal.
Providence.

Rossville.

Galveston.
Salt Lake City.

Richmond.

Milwaukee.

Beriin.



1887.] Grand Lodge of Illinois. 171

REPRESENTATIVES

OF OTHER GRAND LODGES NEAR THE GRAND 1-ODGE OF ILLINOIS.

GRAND LODGE.

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
British Columbia
California

Canada
Colorado
Connecticut
Dakota
Delaware
District of Columbia
Georgia
Idaho
Indiana
Indian Territory
Iowa
1 reland
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Manitoba
Maryland
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New Brunswick
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
Nevada
North Carolina
Nova Scotia
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Prince Edward Island
Quebec
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Australia
Tennessee
Te.xas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Grand National Mother Lodge of the
Three Globes, Berlin, Prussia

REPRESENTATIVE. RESIDENCE.

James A. Hawley
Monroe C. Crawford.

Loyal L. Munn Freeport.

John McLaren Chicago.
Wiley M. Egan..

James A. Hawley
DeWitt C. Cregier....

Robert L. McKinlay.
John O'Neill
DeWitt C. Cregier....

W. J. A. DeLancey.
John C. Smith
DeWitt C. Cregier....

Charles H. Patton....

Joseph Robbins
Wiley M. Egan
Francis S. Belden
John P. Norvell

Charles H. Brenan....

Jacob Krohn
D. A. Cashman
DeWitt C. Cregier....

Willliam Lavely
DeWitt C. Cregier....

Jerome R. Gorin
A. B. Ashley
John M. Palmer
W. W. Estabrooke. .

.

Henry E, Hamilton..
W. B. Grimes
Henry E. Hamilton...
W. B. Allen
John C. Smith
W. A. Stevens
L. B. Dixon
S. S. Chance
Frank W. Havill
John M. Pearson
E. T. E. Becker
DeWitt C. Cregier....

James A. Hawley
Charles H. Patton....

William L. Milligan ..

Haswell C. Clarke
Edward Cook
Owen Scott
John L. McCuUough.
Daniel M. Browning.,
John R. Thomas
Vincent L. Hurlbut...
Gil. W. Barnard
John C. Bagby

Dixon.
Jonesboro.

John M. Niglas Peoria

Chicago.
Dixon.
Chicago.
Paris.

Chicago.
Chicago.
Centralia.
Chicago.
Chicago.
Mt. Vernon.
Quincy.
Chicago.
Evanston.
Danville.

Chicago.
Freeport.
Chicago.
Chicago.
Springfield.
Chicago.
Decatur,
Kewannee.
Springfield,

Chicago.
Chicago,
Pittsfield.

Chicago.
Aurora.
Chicago.
Chicago.
Chicago.
Salem.
Mt. Carmel.
Godfrey.
Mt. Carroll.

Chicago.
Dixon.
Mt. Vernon.
Aurora.
Kankakee.
Chicago.
Bloomington.
Olney.
Benton.
Metropolis.
Chicago.
Chicago.
Rushvillc.
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LIST OF GRAND LODGES

AND NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF GRAND SECRETARIES.

GKAND LODGE. GRAND SECRETARY.

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
British Columbia
California
Canada
Colorado
Cuba
Connecticut
Dakota
Delaware
District of Columbia...
England
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois

Indiana
Indian Territory
Iowa
Ireland .

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Manitoba
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Brunswick
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Me.xico
New York
North Carolina
Nova Scotia
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Prince Edward Island
Quebec
Rhode Island
Scotland
South Australia
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington Territory
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

Daniel Sayre

George J. Roskruge
Fay Hempstead
Edward C. Neufelder
Alex. G. Abell

J. J. Mason
Ed. C. Parmalee
Jose F. Pellon
Joseph K. Wheeler
Chas. T. McCoy
William S. Hayes
William R. Singleton
Colonel Shadwell H. Gierke
DeWitt C. Dawkins
A. M. Wolehin
James H. Wickersham
Loyal L. Munn
William H. Smythe
J. S. Murrow
Theodore S. Parvin
Samuel B. Oldham, Dep. G. Sec
John H. Brown
Hiram Bassett
James C. Batchelor
Ira Berry
William G. Scott
Jacob H. Medairy
Sereno D. Nickerson
William P. Innes
A. T. C. Pierson

J. L. Power
John D. Vincil

Cornelius Hedges
William R. Bowen
John D. Hammond
Edwin J. Weimore
George P. Cleaves
Joseph H. Hough
A. A. Keen
Edward M. L. Ehlers
Donald W. Bain
Benjamin Curren
John D. Caldwell
F. J. Babcock
Michael Nisbet
B. Wilson Higgs
John H. Isaacson
Edwin Baker
D. Murray Lyon
J. H. Cunningham
Charles Inglesby ...

John Frizzell

T. W. Hudson
Christopher Diehl
Lavant M. Read
William B. Isaacs
Thomas M. Reed
Geo. W. Atkinson
John W. Laflin

E. P. Snow

Montgomery.
Tucson.
Little Rock.
Victoria.

San Francisco.
Hamilton, Ont.
Georgetown.
Havana.
Hartford.
Aberdeen.
Wilmington.
Washington.
London.
Jacksonville.
Macon.
Silver City.
Freeport.
Indianapolis.
Atoka, C. N.
Cedar Rapids.
Dublin.
Wyandotte.
Millersburg.
New Orleans.
Portland.
Winnipeg.
Baltimore.
Boston.
Grand Rapids.
St. Paul.

Jackson.
St. Louis.
Helena.
Omaha.
Carson.
St. John.
Concord.
Trenton.
Las Vegas.
New York.
Raleigh.
Halifax.
Cincinnati.
Salem.
Philadelphia.
Charlottetown.
Montreal.
Providence.
Edinburg.
Adelaide.
Charleston.
Nashville.
Houston.
Salt Lake City.
Burlington.
Richmond.
Olympia.
Wheeling.
Milwaukee.
Cheyenne.



IM R. W. BUCK
Grand Master of Masons in Illinois in 1858, 1859 and

Grand High Priest in 1855.

Honored Above His Fellows.

BoKN in Plattsbui-g, N. Y., ubout 1817 or 1818.

Made a Mason at Aurora, III., August 27, 1850.

Died at Chicago, October 12, 1886.





TO THE MKiMokV . )}•

THEODORE T.GURNEY,
Past Grand Master of Masons in Illinois,

AND

Past Gkand Commander Knights Templak.

BoKN-in Ogdensburg, N. Y., September 4, 1820.

Made a Mason in Union Lodge, Union City, Mich.. Dec. 28, 18

Died at Chicago. Nov. g, 1886.





TO THE MEMORY OF

L ¥. SHEPHERD,
'AST Commandek-in-Chief of Carson Consistory,

And for Three Years

District Deputy Grand Master.

Died at yuincy, March 25, 1887,

While in the discharge of his duties.





SAMUEL WILSON
'AST (Irand Junior Warden, and for Many Years

Grand Lecturer, in Vermont.

Born in Charlestown, N. H., in 1790.

Made a Mason in Faithful Lodge, at Charlestovvn, N. H.

September 14, 1814.

Died at Vergennes, Vt., January 10, 1887.
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Report on Correspondence.

To the Most Worsltipful Grand Lodge of Illinois, F. i(- .4. Masons:

A Mason should ever be ready to obey his superiors iu office,

and go forth in his labors for the fraternity. In accordance with
duties assigned me by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, 1 have
reviewed all of the proceedings of Grand Lodges that piave been
received, and present this report thereof. Without experience in
this field of Masonic work, and following such distinguished Ma-
sonic jurists and writers as Brothers Robbins, Brown and Gurney,
it is unnecessary for me to acknowledge (that which I fear will be
too patent to you) its imperfections. I have given extracts from
proceedings examined, and made such comments as my conscience
dictated in the interest of our Fraternity.

Hoping that the benign blessings of peace and .prosperity may
continue with us,

Fraternally submitted,

DANIEL M. BROWNING,
Sept. I, A. D. 1887. Committee.
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i^^EP^OI^T

OF THE

Committee on Masonic Correspondence.

ALABAMA, 1886.

The sixty-sixth annual of this ancient and honorable Grand I^odge convened at

the new Masonic Temple in the city of Montgomery, on the 6th day of December,

M. W. John Gideon Harris, Grand Master, presiding. Bro. Daniel Sayre, Grand

Secretary, Representative of this Grand Lodge, was in attendance, as usual. The

address of the Grand Master abounds in good things well said. We give his open-

ing words:

Brethren of the Grand Lodge :

On the nth day of June, 1821, in the town of Cahaba and county of Dallas, a Masonic con-

vention was held, composed of seven subordinate lodges. This convention organized the Grand

Lodge of Alabama, drafted a constitution, and on the nth day of December of the same year, in

the same town, the first annual communication was held.

.\t this period in Alabama there were eleven lodges ; now we have two hundred and fifty ;

then our membership aggregated about one hundred and thirty ; now we number over twelve thou-

sand active members, not including a large number who hold dimits.

Since its organization this Grand Lodge has been presided over by thirty-two Grand Masters ;

twenty-three of whom have laid aside the working tools of the Craft, and gone to give an account

of their stewardship at the great assize above.

A gracious and kind Providence has spared to us our honored and highly esteemed P. G.

Masters David Clopton, Wm. H. Norris, Geo. D. Norris, Jos. H. Jolmson, Palmer Job Pillans,

H. Clay Armstrong, H. Clay Tompkins, Rufus W. Cobb and John H, Bankhead as representatives

of our beloved Order, and to whom we can point with a just pride and say : These are our brethren,

who have been and are now true exponents of our principles and the virtues we teach.

Our present Grand Secretary has held his office for twenty-nine years, being present at every

session. His continued re-election to the office is a sufficient evidence of his appreciation by this

Body.
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For seventeen years our Grand Treasurer has kept watch over the funds of the Grand Lodge
and faithfully discharged the trust reposed in him.

This superficial survey of the past sixty-five years furnishes food for thought, and reminds us

that soon another sixty-five years will be added to the past, and history will claim at our hands an

account of our stewardship, the part we acted in the events that may be connected with our Ma-
sonic life.

Every Mason has a history and a character, and he is the maker and builder of them both.

He holds in his grasp his moral destiny. He can live respected and die regretted, or he can blast

his good name and " die unwept, unhonored, and unsung."

We are now entering upon our sixty-fifth session. Another Masonic year has been marked
on the dial of time, aud we are here to consult and devise the best means to advance our Masonic

interests, and to legislate for the general good of the Order.

The past twelve months has been undisturbed by any calamity, save the unprecedented over-

flow in April last, which resulted in great destruction of property and financial loss in several parts

of our State ; the general good cropSj however, have, in a large measure, repaired the damages.

Some of our lodges have experienced retreshing revivals, adding to their membership many
good men and true, men whose integrity and fidelity to trusts reposed, mark them as "good
material." Other lodges have'not been thus blessed, but the encouraging news comes up from

almost every county, that the Order is making steady progress and gaining a hold in the aflfections

and admiration of the people hitherto unknown in our State. Prejudices and antagonisms are

fading away before the light of reason and an intelligent public sentiment.

It has been my pleasure to visit some parts of this jurisdiction during the past year and

deliver public addresses explaining our tenets and illustrating our principles. Such visitations, no

doubt, are productive of good results ; but to win the admiration and confidence of the outside

world rests with individual members. Masonry is weighed, measured and considered by the con-

duct and character of its votaries.

The world is watching us—vigilantly scrutinizing our every movement, because of our secrecy,

which is, by no means, the most important part of our system.

A Mason is judged by the company he keeps. That member who seeks and keeps the com-

pany of the low, the vulgar, the obscene, the blasphemer, the drunkard, the black-leg, the libertine,

the slanderer, will bring reproach upon the Order he has espoused. In Masonry, as in all social

life, evil communications corrupt good morals. Therefore, being an institution based upon every

moral precept, we cannot be too cautious in our wotds, our actions, our associations ; remembering

that we are a component part of a great brotherhood, each dependent on the other for the mainte-

nance and elevation of a high character. What affects a part, affects the entire body Masonic.

Corner-Stones were laid for a monument at Montgomery, "in memory of those

Alabamians who fell during the war on the Confederate side;" for a new hall for

Mt. Vernon Lodge, No. 439; for a Jewish synagogue at Birmingham, and for a

public school building at Talladega.

A large number of answers to questions are reported, but none of an unusual

character, or of general interest.

Dispensations for three new lodges were granted.

Oft-repeated truths, but grandly stated in his conclusion, are given:

Brethren, we cannot be too cautious, too circumspect. We cannot raise the standard of

Masonry too high, morally. Her code of morals, emanating from a Divine source, and coming

down through the ages unimpaired, should be faithfully observed and rigidly enforced. Her mem-
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bers should be men of spotless reputation. It is not wealth nor station, nor honor, nor learning,

that constitutes the model Mason, but character unimpeached and unimpeachable. The humblest

citizen is on the level with the highest representative of the nation. Hence our Order knows no

distinction among the just and the upright. Let us, then, as a brotherhood, strive to reform every

vice, and purify every corruption found among our members—in love, warning—in justice, reprov-

ing—holding on as long as self-respect and allegiance to trust will allow, to the wayward and re-

fractory, and when patience and long-suffering are exhausted, and the last fraternal effort is made

to reclaim and has proven futile, then, be just and (ear not, applying the rule of discipline accord-

ing to the constitution, laws and edicts of the Order.

Invoking the blessings of the Great Architect of the Universe upon you and your delibera-

tions, I now declare the Grand Lodge ready for business.

The Grand Lodge did itself the honor of re-electing M. W. Brother Harris,

Grand Master.

The proceedings of this Grand Lodge were confined to matters of local interest.

A brief (97 pages) but interesting review of the proceedings of 49 Grand

Lodges appears, by Bro. P. J. Pillans. He begins with a reference to the Quebec-

England controversy, and expresses regret that " so many of our American Grand

Lodges have acted with heated blood in this matter." Harmony is most to be

desired in Masonry, and advice and appeals for the right should be promulgated;

but where given for years without avail, we think other methods should be resorted

to, especially in sustaining a Grand Lodge in the exercise of those sovereign powers,

without which we can have no peace.

A very full and courteous review of Illinois for 1886 is given. The report of

the Committee on Jurisprudence upon the " physical qualifications " of candidates,

is given in full. He speaks feelingly of the afflictions of "our very distinguished

Brother Theodore T. Gurney, one of the most brilliant Masonic writers of the

day." He says, " we will be pardoned we know for copying somewhat largely

from this most valuable report, because it is, we presume, the last that this brilliant

and well stored Masonic mind will ever pen." Alas, this prophecy was too true.

Lodges 294; members 6,724.

M. W. John Gideon Harris, Montgomery, Grand Master.

R. W. Daniel Sayre, Montgomery, Grand Secretary.

ARKANSAS, 1886.

In the volume before us is first recorded the proceedings of an emergent com-

munication of the Grand Lodge held at Little Rock, June 15th, for the purpose of
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attending the funeral obsequies of P. G. M. Luke E. Barber. There was a full

representation of the officers of the (Jrand Lodge, and the ceremonies were impres-

sive. The funeral discourse was pronounced by Rev. Bro. T. C. Tupper, D. D., an

old time friend and close associate.

The forty-seventh annual was held in the Masonic Temple in the same city

November 23rd to 26th, M. W. T. C. Humphry, Grand Master, presiding.

The Representative of Illinois near the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, M. W. Bro.

English, having passed to the silent beyond, this Grand Lodge was not represented.

Two hundred and eighty-four of the three hundred and eighty-two lodges were

represented.

The Grand Master's address is a complete review of his labors during the year,

and is well arranged, under appropriate headings. He reports the year as having

been one of general prosperity to the Craft. He appropriately reports the devasta-

tions of the silent messenger in that jurisdiction. The Grand Lodge sustained se-

vere losses by death. Of the number were M. W. Luke E. Barber, Grand Master

1852, and Grand Secretary from 1869 to 1881. R. W. L C. Mills, Senior Grand

Warden 1862-3, and Junior Grand Warden 1865-6. R. W. Robert E. Salle, Junior

Grand Warden 1875-6, and Grand Orator 1879. R. W. John W. Rison, Grand

Lecturer and D. D. G. M. M. W. M. M. McGuire, Past Grand Master.

Twelve dispensations were granted for new lodges.

Corner-stones were laid with Masonic ceremonies for a public school building

at Fort Smith ; for a, church edifice for M. E. Church South at VanBuren; for a

lodge hall for Calf Creek Lodge.

Decisions in accordance with local regulations are reported. Number one

should be the law everywhere :
" That material rejected remains the material of the

rejecting lodge regardless of lapse of time or change of residence."

The Grand Secretary presents a model report. ^221.20 was contributed, in

response to a circular from the Grand Master, for relief at Galveston.

Valuable contributions to the Grand Lodge Library are reported.

Seven cases were investigated by the Committee on Appeals and Grievances,

and a full report of each case appears in the proceedings. The recommendations

of the committee were concurred in. Where the committee decides that an acquit-

tal is erronious, it is remanded to the constituent lodge with orders to enter up a

judgment of conviction, when a ballot is taken upon the punishment. We suppose

in such cases the lightest punishment can only be expected, and then the Grand

Lodge may be troubled with a second appeal. We think when the Grand Lodge

assumes jurisdiction of the case, that it would be better to conclude it by fixing the

punishment and entering final judgment.
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The report of the Committee on English Monument Fund shows $519.30 on

hand; $250 was added to this fund by contribution from the Grand Lodge funds.

The committee having under consideration the " liquor cjuestion " submitted a

majority and minority report. The latter was adopted and is as follows:

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge no person whose business is the keeping

of a liquor saloon should be initiated into the Masonic fraternity, and no person should be retained

in membership who was not in the business when initiated and afterwards engages therein.

There is no report on Foreign Correspondence.

Lodges 367; members 10,496.

M. W. W. IL Gee, Dardanelle, Grand Master.

R. W. P'ay Hempstead, Little Rock, (Jrand Secretary.

ARIZONA, 1886.

The fifth annual communication of this Grand Lodge was held at Phoenix

November 9th, loth and iith,M. W. Benjamin Titus, Grand Master, in charge.

We quote a portion of his address:

Again we are permitted to assemble around our sacred altar on this our fifth annual communi-

cation. I extend to all a cordial and fraternal greeting.

Before proceeding with the important duties which devolve upon us on this occasion, let ns

with becoming reverence acknowledge the many mercies and blessings which have been granted to

ns, and implore our Supreme (irand Master to continue his watchful care and protection over us.

As citizens we have reason to rejoice in the improved condition of our future prospects. The
abundant rains assure a portion of our people coming prosperity. The everlasting hills continue to

reward others with the precious metals. The savage foes so long a terror to all classes of our citi-

zens, have been subdued and removed to a distant state; and, we trust, security to life and property

is permanently secured to our people.

OUR FRATERNAL DEAD.

The grim reaper has recently entered our midst and removed from his earthly labors our

lieloved brother. Past Grand Master John Taber Alsap.

From the first formation of this Grand Lodge he was a regular and faithful attendant. To
his superior knowledge are we indebted in a great measure for the successful organization of this

Grand Lodge. He was our second Most Worshipful Grand Master, and at the time of his death,

Sept. loth, 1886, was Worshipful Master of " Arizona Lodge, No. 2 " Brother Alsap was an ear-

nest, devoted Mason ; hin zeal for our beloved Institution endeared him to all In his death this

Grand Lodge has lost one of its ablest members, the Craft a faithful brother and a true Mason. I

would recommend that a page in our proceedings be set apart to his memory and a copy be pre-

sented to his family.
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Only one decision, and that of local interest, is reported.

As to the condition of the Craft he says: " No notes of discord have reached

my ears, and I tal<e pleasure in reporting that peace and harmony prevail throughout

our entire jurisdiction."

The report of Bro. George J. Roskruge, as Grand Secretary, was received; hut

he was absent, because his duties as United .States Deputy Land Surveyor called

him away.

Bro. Morris Goldvvater, Committee on Foreign Correspondence, gives his reas-

ons for not reviewing the proceedings of other Grand Lodges as follows :

Politics and other causes combined have prevented the chairman from making an extended

review ot these proceedings. Whether we owe an apology for this seeming neglect of duty, or are

entitled to thanks, will depend on your views when our .shortcomings are compared with the gain

in the treasury.

From all the jurisdictions heard from come tidings of peace and prosperity. Such as furnish

a Report on Foreign Correspondence have reviewed our proceedings in a kind and fraternal spirit,

and, with but one or two exceptions, approvingly.

The "Louisiana Resolutions" is the most important subject under discussion, and has in

most cases been referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to be reported on the com-

ing year.

Georgia, Kentucky and Washington are missing from our list this year.

In conclusion, the writer begs leave to add the assurance that in the future his work will be

more faithfully performed, and trusts that he has deserved well enough of the Fraternity " to meet

with generous and tender usage from their hands,"

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence submit a report deciding that a Ma-

son who was a Past Master in any other jurisdiction acquiring membership here is

entitled to all the privileges of a Past Master.

The same committee, to whom was reierred the "international resolutions"

presented by the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, report

:

We have carefully examined the several questions covered by the resolutions, and conclude

that an international or inter-Grand Lodge law, or set of rules, is impracticable, ill-advised, and

contrary to the spirit of exclusive Grand Lodge sovereignty, and, therefore, we do not deem it wise

or expedient to atterapt their universal adoption.

Which report was adopted.

A good oration appears from Bro. James Albert Zabriskie. We make a brief

extract :

In every period of the world's history the human mind has been engaged in an endless strug-

gle for the elucidation of truth. The desire for more light has cheered the drooping spirit, and

nerved the arm of despair. The dark clouds of ignorance and superstition, which have hung like a

pall over the darkened understandings of men, are being gradually dispelled by the glorious sun-

light of a new era. What ages of time have been spent, and countless sacrifices endured, in reach-

ing the mere threshold of enlightenment. The pages of history teem with the recitals of bitter

struggles and fierce denunciations, not in the interest of truth, but in opposition to its recognition

and advancement.
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From the very dawn of time, truth was bound in the iron chains of ignorance. Thus man-

acled and helpless, it became the sworn duty of power, both secular and ecclesiastical, to guard with

vigilant eye any attempt to release this immortal captive from bondage.

What a striking commentary upon the perversity of the human heart is presented in the fact

that inherent hatred and intolerance are ever exhibited against all the encroachments of truth and

progress, in whatever shape they may present themselves.

Why should we permit the selfish passions of men and the demoralizing sentiments of a grov-

eling herd to taint or mar the lair form ot this majestic edifice, reared and sustained upon the corner-

stone of fraternal virtue? Should any of its parts be weakened, or should the decay of time or the

disintegration of moral subsidence threaten its perpetuity, let the fabric be at once strengthened by

the exclusion of worthless debris and its rehabilitation by the infusion of new work from the quarry

which cannot fail to meet the requirements of rigid and technical inspection.

Lodges, 5 ; members, 357.

M. W. Martin William Kales, Grand Master, Ph(enlx.

R. W. Cleorge ]. Roskruge, CJrand Secretary, Tucson.

BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1886.

The fifteen annual communication was held in the city of Victoria June 19-21,

M. W. Thomas Trounce, Grand Master, at the helm.

The Grand Master happily begins :

It is with feelings of pleasure that I greet you, brethren of this Grand Lodge, on this occasion

of our fifteenth annual communication, and as we assemble around the sacred altar let us oflTer up

the praise of grateful hearts to our Merciful Father, who has watched over and protected us, for

the many bountiful blessings granted to us as Masons in the past, and solicit the continuance of his

paternal care in the future.

Happily, since our last annual communication, the Fraternity, in this jurisdiction, has en-

joyed perfect immimity- from afflictive dispensations, and it is gratifying to be able to report that

the condition of the Craft is now apparently more prosperous than it has ever before been, as a

steady increase in new members, composed of good material, are evidence of permanent prosperity,

and conservative, we may hope, for a brighter future in our Masonic life.

He reports one dispensation granted for a new lodge. Also three to bury de-

ceased brethren with Masonic ceremonies. We think it would be as wise a regula-

tion to require the brethren to secure dispensations to contribute to the relief of

worthy brethren in distress as to require them for the burial of deceased brethren.

lie says : "Our relations with cUier CSrand Lodges is of the most friendly and

fraternal nature."
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No decisions reported.

A committee reported " that when the amended constitution is printed that it

include the Ancient Landmarks of the Order, and the powers of the Grand Master

lie fully and clearly defined."

R. W. E. C. Neufelder, Grand Secretary, is the representative of Illinois, and

our Grand Secretary is their representative in Illinois.

No Report on Correspondence, but we expect one next year, as five brethren

were appointed a Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

Chartered lodges, 6; Under Dispensation, i ; members, j^j; increase, 21.

M. W. William Dalby, ^Victoria, Grand Master.

R. W. Edward C. Neufelder, Victoria, Grand Secretary.

CALIFORNIA, 1886.

The large volume before us contains the record of the thirty-seventh annual

communication, which was held at the Masonic Temple in San Francisco October

I2th to iSth, M. W. Wiley James Tinnin, Grand Master, in charge.

One hundred and seventy-nine lodges were represented.

The Grand Master's address occupies four pages. He reports the past year as

having been one of prosperity and advancement to the Craft in " the glorious climate

of California." Says he began attending the sessions of this, Grand Lodge twenty-

nine years ago ; refers to the death of two Past Masters ; reports one charter arrest-

ed ; dispensations granted for two new lodges. The corner stone was laid for a

new Methodist Church South, at Woodland. A number of answers to questions are

reported. We quote one:

Question. Can a Master Mason's daughter, after her marriage, re-instate her claims on the

Order, by virtue of being the daughter of a Master Mason ?

Answer. No. When she married she severed her rights in the Order by and through her

father, and thence can only retain her rights therein by and through her husband.

We had supposed that our obligation toward the daughter of a Master Mason was

the same, although she might be a wife.
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The Grand Master very properly deprecates the practice of reversing decisions

of constituent lodges, upon merely technical grounds, where substantial justice has

been done.

Brother Abell presents a model report as Grand Secretary, it being his thirty-

first annual report.

The Grand Lecturer presents a lengthy report, showing zealous work in the

discharge of his duties.

The Masonic Boards of Relief show large expenditures and active work.

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the Louisiana Resolu-

tions, report against their adoption, and their report is concurred in.

The same committee argue that the three recusant lodges in Quebec have the

right to retain allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, and thus stand in defiance

of the doctrine of the undivided sovereign authority of a Grand Lodge over lodges

and Masons within its territory.

We think it is important, and that the unlimited control of lodges should be

vested in the Grand Lodge within whose territory they are located, and that this

should be firmly adhered to, otherwise confusion and chaos would exist where unity,

harmony and peace .should prevail.

Upon recommendation of the same committee, the Grand Lodge of South Aus-

tralia, and of the United States of Mexico were recognized. Other Grand Lodges

were refused recognition.

A special communication of the Grand Lodge was held in the same city Octo-

ber 28, where the last and saddest of the Masonic rites were performed at the burial

of Past Grand Master Leonidas E. Pratt. An appropriate eulogy was pronounced

by Past Grand Master Curtis.

A review of the proceedings of Grand Lodges is again presented by Brother

James Wright Anderson, occupying 1 17 pages.

He says that since entering upon his duties he has changed his views as to the

importance of Reports on Correspondence, and " that intercourse with the 'Guild,'

with such as Drumniond, Vincil, Gurney, Parvin, has brought us to a conviction that

no greater instrument of good exists in any Grand Lodge."

He does not agree with his Grand Lodge, that only " perfect men" can be made

Masons.

We have elsewhere given the interpretation placed upon the ancient charges by

our Grand Lodge, and fully concur therein.

In the jurisdiction under review, if a brother fails to pay dues he is suspended

without trial; and when he pays dues he is reinstated without action of the lodge.

We suppose this suspends those who are unable to pay, without trial or investigation.
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We like our system much better. A brother here may withdraw at pleasure upon pay-

ment of dues, and if no charges are pending he is entitled to a dimit. If he does not

do this, but has lodge privileges and fails to pay dues, when able to do so, after

notice, trial and conviction, he is suspended from all the rights and privileges o'

Masonry. When so suspended he can not resume membership and Masonic stand-

ing at pleasure, but upon petition and favorable vote of the lodge.

Brother A. thinks the Past Master's degree might well be dispensed with, and

sees no objection to joint occupancy of halls, and we concur.

Four pages are given to a fraternal review of Illinois.

M. W. Edmund C. Atkinson, Sacramento, Grand Master.

R. W. Alex. (t. Abell, San Francisco, Grand Secretary.

CANADA, 1886.

The volume of 340 pages before us contains first the proceedings of three special

communications.

The first was at Smith's Falls, July 13, 1885, where the corner-stone of a Meth-

odist church was laid, R. W. William Rea, P. D. D. G. M., Acting Grand Master.

Miss Barnes, on behalf of the members of the church, presented Brother Rea a silver

trowel, with which the mortar was spread. After the ceremonies were concluded,

addresses were made by the acting Grand Master and Grand Chaplain. The breth-

ren returned to the hall and the Grand Lodge was closed.

" Subsequently, and at the invitation of the ladies of the congregation, the

brethren proceeded to the drill-shed, where a bountiful luncheon had been prepared

and to which ample justice was done."

A special communication was held at Marmora July 15, 1885, when the corner-

stone of a new Masonic hall was laid, R. W. Arthur McGinnis acting as (hand

Master. This brother was also the recipient of a handsome silver trowel.

A special communication was held at Jarvis June 18, 1886, when the corner-

stone of a Presbyterian church was laid, M. W. Hugh Murray, Grand Master, offici-

ating. The Grand Master also received a silver trowel.

The thirty-first annual communication was held at Windsor July 14, 1886, M.

W. Bro. Murray presiding.
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The Grand Lodge being opened, " a deputation from the lodges in Windsor ad-

vanced to the Dais and presented the following address." An appropriate address

follows, and subsequently an address of welcome from the town council was pre-

sented.

M. W. Bro. T. T. Gurney was presented and was received with the Grand

Honors; also M. W. Bro. Alfred Pearson, Grand Master of Manitoba.

The Grand Master delivered a truly Masonic address. We give his opening

words :

Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Canada : It seems but a few days since last we met

in annual communication, and yet a year has passed and gone : a useful one if wisely spent, but

worse than wasted if given to folly.

The cheerfulness observable on the happy faces before me, faces of representative men from

every section of our fair province, assembled to legislate for the good of their fellows, and to con-

tribute to the needs of the worthy poor, the widow and the orphan, gives me assurance that the year

has been to you a satisfactory one, a year of earnest, honest work ; and I am glad at this early stage

in our proceedings to be in a position to assure you that, throughout the jurisdiction, harmony and

brotherly love prevail, and that we are on terms of amity with all the recognized Freemasons of the

world. From every district into which the Province has been divided comes the same encouraging

report—peace and prosperity.

Within the year Grand Visitations have been made. Lodges of Instruction held, and lectures

delivered ; the sick have been visited, the sorrowing comforted, and the needy assisted ; and again,

in the name of the Great Architect of the Universe, we have met to lay lines and draw plans for the

guidance of the workmen. Here are assembled the " Supports of the Lodge," Wisdom, Strength

and Beauty. The old, ripe in their wisdom ; the middle aged, enduring in their strength ; and the

youthful, hopeful in their beauty. Here are the old familiar faces of brethren who for many years

have made annual pilgrimage to our assemblies, who have unstintingly given their time, their tal-

ents and their means, and who have grown gray in the cause : here are their immediate successors,

the mature in years, who, in their strength, are bearing the heat and burden of the day ; and here,

also, are the younger craftsmen, in the bloom of early manhood, desirous of sojourning with us, and

offering their assistance in the rebuilding of the temple.

I heartily welcome you all to participate in the duties and responsibilities, as well as in the

companionship and the pleasures of our thirty-first annual communication.

He expressed joy at the continuance of blessings of civil and religious liberty,

and at the long life and continued health of the good and gracious Queen, who had

entered upon the fiftieth year of her benign reign, and says: " We meet here to-

day, within sound of the working tools of our brethren of Michigan ; we rejoice to

know while [we can look at and see the line that divides us politically, that Ma-

sonically there is no such boundary."

He reports lodge visitations made by him with pleasure and profit to himself

and the Graft, and at Belleville met in the lodge a brother who was a regular attend-

ant upon lodge meetings, who was ninety-two years of age and had been a Mason for

seventy years. This veteran was invited to the East and (Irand Honors extended

to him.

Lodges of Instruction were held by the D. I). G. Masters.

Dispensations were issued for four new lodges. One charter surrendered.

Grand Representatives appointed.
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He reports complaint from the Grand Master of Massachusetts, that a lodge in

Canada had made a Mason of one who had been rejected in Massachusetts, and the

action of the latter Clrand Lodge in declaring him a clandestine Mason, and says :

" We do not believe in perpetual jurisdiction over rejected candidates," but think

that the "constitutional provisions regulating rejected candidates should be uniform."

(jrand Masters are giving the warning cry of the evils of filling up lodges with

unfit material, and yet many of them in the same connection grow earnest in de-

nouncing perpetual jurisdiction. We think it is right, and that it would be better for

us if all Grand Lodges would adhere to it. When a lodge has rejected a candidate

as unfit to be a Mason, no other lodge should receive and act upon his petition with-

out the consent of the rejecting lodge. A lodge is supposed to reject because a per-

son is unfit to be fellowshiped in our Fraternity, and this right of rejection by Masons

should have greater respect among us than the right of a profane to come in, in op-

position to their will. We are not one of those who believe that rejections in a ma-

jority of cases are from malice or impure motives. But we prefer to think, as we do,

that in this as in the discharge of other solemn Masonic duties, a majority of our

brethren actfor the good of Masonry.

An occasional exception should not prevent a wholesome general rule. As well

might a majority of the lodge say, we know this rejection was made from impure

motives, and we will ignore it and take the applicant in. "Judge not, lest ye be

judged."

Full and complete reports appear from the District Deputy Grand Masters.

Eight thousand dollars was transferred from the general fund of the Grand Lodge to

the benevolent fund.

The book of proceedings is largely made up of statistics and matters of local in-

terest only. No Report on Correspondence.

Lodges, 357; members, 19,256.

M. W. Henry Roliertson, Grand Master, Collingwood.

R. W. y. [. Mason, Grand Secretary, Hamilton.

COLORADO, 1886.

The twenty-sixth annual communication was held in the city of Denver, Octo-

ber 5th and 6th, the officers of the Grand Lodge, permanent members, including

nine Past Grand Masters, and fifty-one representatives of lodges present.



MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE. 21

Henry M. Teller, Representative of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, was also

present.

M. W. Bro. George Wyman, Grand Master, delivered a creditable address. He
begins by alluding to the antiquity of Masonry, and says :

The growth of the lodges during the year has been generally of a satisfactory character. No
disputes or disagreements of a serious nature have arisen, and I believe the tjuality of work done to

be steadily improving, 1 am glad to report that our relations with sister Grand Lodges continue to

be of the most harmonious character.

Many names famous in the councils of the Nation have been inscribed, since last we met,

upon the rolls of the silent majority, but I rejoice that but few of our own household have received

the summons which admits of no excuse.

Few decisions of a local character are reported. One, however, we think good

law and good Masonry anywhere. He was requested to grant a dispensation allow-

ing a lodge to bury with Masonic ceremonies a non-affiliate. He held that no dis-

pensation was necessary. That while a lodge was not compelled to perform such

service, yet the lodge should decide whether the deceased brother was entitled to

it, and if so it could perform the service. We think a lodge may determine for

itself, in each case, whether a brother affiliate or non-affiliate should be buried with

Masonic ceremonies. But we have given our opinion elsewhere.

Dispensations were granted to confer degrees in less than the usual time, but

were refused to hold public installations.

The treasurer's report shows the finances of the Grand Lodge to be in a sound

condition. One hundred and fifty dollars was contributed from the Grand Lodge

funds for aid at Charleston, S. C.

A brief but earnest oration was delivered by Bro. Ernest LeNeve Foster.

The Grand Lodge adopted the following l)y-law :

It is hereby made the imperative duty of all lodges to restrain as far as possible the Masonic

crime of intemperance, by trial and punishment, as the case may require, and to exclude from lodge

and ante-rooms all intoxicating liquors, and for the faithful performance of those duties they will be

held strictly accountable to the Grand Lodge. It shall be unlawful to initiate or affiliate any person

engaged in the sale of intoxicating Tujuors.

All Masons are therefore fraternally advised to refrain from engaging in the liquor traffic.

The first part of this bylaw is the law in this jurisdiction. A proposed by-law

similar to that contained in the latter part of the foregoing, was voted down at the

last session of our Grand Lodge. Those arguing in opposition to its adoption that

the ancient requirements as to the qualifications of an applicant were sufficient, and

should not be added to or taken from by the Grand Lodge attempting to establish a

code defining Masonic offenses, except where the judgment of the Grand Lodge was

invoked upon appeal.

The Grand Lodge refused to recognize the Grand Lodge of Mexico. The
same action was taken in regard to Grand Lodges of Porto Rico and Lower Cali-

fornia. Correct.
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The Louisiana Resolutions were considered, and the 6th only adopted. It pro-

vides for the amicable adjustment of differences between Grand Lodges by arbitra-

tion.

A Report on Correspondence of 126 pages is presented by M. \V. J. H. Pea-

body. The report is well prepared, but comments of the committee are sparingly

made. However, when comments are called forth, he writes forcibly and well.

He writes sensibly upon the subject of a Mason's right to dimit, and says :
" Ma-

sonry is a voluntary association ; * * * a brother clear of the books, and no

charges pending against him, has the same right to demand a dimit, that he would

have to demand a receipt for a board bill."

He advocates the "perfect man" idea of physical qualitications, and opposes

the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction. We have given our views in opposition else-

where.

He agrees with the practice in this jurisdiction that the Past Master's degree

might be dropped from the ceremonies of installation. He says the regulation in

Colorado is that " a Mason becomes a member of the lodge in which he is raised

unless the work be done by request for some other lodge." We think this is a just

regulation, although in this jurisdiction signing the bylaws is a prerequisite. When
a candidate petitions for the degrees and membership, and is elected and receives

the degrees, the neglect to sign by-laws ought not to affect his membership.

In commenting upon the ruling of the Grand Master of Indian Territory,

" That he would not answer questions of Masonic law unless propounded by a

Worshipful Master under seal and attested by the Secretary," Brother P. sensibly

remarks

:

We take the negative of this proposition, and thinlc if Grand Masters wrote more letters im-

parting light and knowledge to those who ask for it, and not dignify so many opinions as " official

decisions," more good would be done Masonry, and the officers and members of subordinate lodges

would not become so thoroughly confounded by the quantity of the law.

Illinois receives a fraternal review. He says Grand Master Darrah's report is

an exhaustive one. Quotes freely from addresses, and also gives report of M. W.
Brother Cregier as Representative of the Grand Lodge of Quebec. Commends

report of Brother Gurney as being clear and forcible, showing deep study and clear

logic. Says Brother Gurney misconstrued the regulation in Colorado in regard to

objections to the advancement of a brother, and says the rights of an E. A. and F.

C. are carefully guarded, and that advancement cannot be stayed without cause.

M. W. Albert H. Branch, Leadville, Grand Master.

R. W. Ed. C. Parmelee, Georgetown, Grand Secretary.
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CONNECTICUT, 1887.

An emergent communication was held at Norwalk October 8, 1886, for the pur-

pose of laying the corner stone of a Masonic building in process of erection by the

" Benjamin Isaacs' Masonic and Benevolent Association," which was done in ac-

cordance with Masonic usage.

The officers of the Grand Lodge were present. An elaborate and interesting

oration was delivered by the Rev. Bro. Edward Anderson.

The ninety-ninth annual communication was held in the Masonic Temple, at

New Haven, January 19 and 20, M. W. Henry H. Green, Grand Master, presiding.

Nine P. G. Masters were enrolled vis present.

The Representative of Illinois is not included among those in attendance.

The opening ode, written by the Grand Secretary for the occasion, was sung,

and is printed in the proceedings.

Each lodge in the jurisdiction was represented by each of the three highest

officers, either in person or by proxy. This is the strongest evidence of the faithful-

ness and zeal of Connecticut Masons.

The Grand Master reports " another year of prosperity is added to our Masonic

life." A record is made of the loss sustained in the death of M. W. Bro. William

L. Brewer, P. G. M., of R. W. L. E. Hunt, Past Grand Secretary, and M. W. Bro.

Thomas A. Doyle, of Rhode Island.

The address includes, in substance, the reports of the District Deputies, and of

these he says :
" Their reports show that they have been faithful in the performance

of their duty, and bear testimony to our increasing prosperity."

Two decisions are reported :

" An unfavorable ballot for the degrees cannot be reconsidered. Where only

one black ball appears, the ballot may be spread a second time."

2d. " The sale of intoxicating liquors in violation of law is a Masonic offense."

Both of which are in accordance with Illinois law.

A reunion of " The Masonic Veterans of Connecticut " is reported. We wish

them great success. We sympathise with the purposes of this organization. Such an

association exists in this jurisdiction, composed of as true men and Masons as exist.

We do not say that we desire a more rapid flight of time, yet we pleasantly anticipate the

time when, through the required term of devotion to Masonry, we shall have attained

that experience and wisdom that will render us eligible to membership.

The Grand Master reports a number of visits to lodges. The Deputy Grand

Master also reports official visits.
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The Grand Secretary reports J5246.31 contributed to the relief at Charleston, S.

C. That exemplary officer, the Grand Secretary, concludes his report as follows :

In conclusion, 1 desire to return my warmest th;inks to officers and brethren for that uniform

courtesy and kindness that has ever been extended to me as your Grand Secretary. When I look

back upon the past twenty years that I have filled this office, and realize that nothing has trans-

pired to unsettle your confidence or weaken your esteem, I should be indeed ungr.ateful, did I not

respond with a fraternal recognition. May God's blessing rest upon you all, and our grand Frater-

nity wherever dispersed, is my humble wish.

" A proposed amendment to the constitution, providing that no Past Grand

officer of this Grand Lods:e shall be allowed to serve as proxy at the communications

thereof, was deferred until the next annual communication."

Bro. J. K. Wheeler, Grand Secretary, presents the Report on Correspondence.

It occupies 144 pages. Illinois is not included.

He believes a Grand Master may exercise such powers and prerogatives, being

guided thereby by the Ancient Landmarks, as are not prohibited by the written con-

stitutions. We think this is a safe and conservative rule.

He approves the social features of Masonry, and sees no objection to the use of

lodge funds for entertainments, provided Grand Lodge dues and other indebtedness

is paid. Nor do we, where all agree.

He thinks the Ancient Charges do not prohibit the initiation of a man with a

maim or defect, provided he can, without artificial help, comply with our ceremon-

ies, and we fully concur.

In regard to the (Quebec-England controversy, he says :

Non-intercourse declared among Masons has never been the means of righting a wrong, and

we doubt the propriety of Grand Lodges going into the business, except, not to recognize the lodges

or Masons existing within any jurisdiction not in obedience to the Grand Lodge exercising control.

This is a general principle that has been recognized for years in dealing with the so-called colored

lodges. They invade territory occupied by a lawful Grand Lodge, and therefore regarded as clan-

destine.

This is a distinction without a difference. If these lodges should not be recog-

nized, why not say so, that the brethren may know to what lodges the rule applies.

All Masons are not familiar with the status of lodges.

He approves the law of perpetual jurisdiction over rejected material. And we

agree.

He is sound in believing that Masonic homes and asylums should be established

and maintained by Masons organized independently of Grand Lodges. When so

done, it is charity pure and undefiled. We have an institution of this kind, so

maintained, in Illinois. However grand and worthy the purpose, it is questionable

whether it is in accord with the spirit and teachings of our Fraternity to collect en-

forced dues to erect and support such an institution.
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Bro. Wheeler concludes with the following tribute to M. W. Bro. Gurney and

Bro. Richards, deceased :

We miss Gurney and Richards, and their memories only can we now cherish. Others, how-

ever, remain ; and notwithstanding the white and hoary heads of some, and the ever increasing sil-

ver sprinkhng in others, they are wielding their working tools as vigorously as ever in the cause we

prize so highly, and their efforts are being rewarded, in proportion as they endeavor to elevate the

standard, returning fruits that are worthy of their labor in harmonizing law, in uprooting evil, and

stimulating action to higher motives in all things that tend to increase the happiness of man ; bear-

ing manfully the standard that teaches a more universal brotherhood of the human race, and a rev-

erence for the Supreme Architect of the universe as the Great Father of all.

Yes ! brothers, we are growing gray.

And time is waning, day by day ;

But our garners have been stored

With coimtless treasures on our way
;

And each whispers, " I am weary."

Earth is growing dull and dreary,

And we steal awhile away and rest.

For we are growing gray.

And our prayer is, " Go in peace,"

For we'll find a sure release

From all our toilsome labor,

When life's surging billows cease ;

Yet, how hard it is to part.

We have grown so, heart to heart
;

And we shall miss you, dear old friends ;

Still, we bid you " Go in Peace."

Lodges, III; members, 15,029.

M. W. Henry H. Green, Danielsonville, Grand Master.

R. \V. Joseph K. Wheeler, Hartford, Grand Secretary.

DAKOTA, 1886.

The twelfth annual communication was held at the city of Bismarck June 8, 9

and 10, M. W. William Blatt in the East. The Grand Master delivered an able

address. We give his opening words :

1 1 is under the most favorable auspices in every respect that we assemble to-day in twelfth an-

nual communication. The past year has been one of sure and steady progress to the Craft in every-

thing that tends to elevate the Institution and its votaries to that level for which it was destined and

created. Peace and harmony have prevailed, and a kind and beneficent Providence has continued
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us His favors and benefactions. For these and every blessing vouchsafed us, we must, as Masons,
render fervent thanks to the Grand Architect of the Universe, and by a due observance of His divine

will as laid down upon the Masonic trestle-board, become deserving of a continuance of peace and
His good will. Though one of the youngest, our position among the great sisterhood of Grand
Lodges, I may, without egotism, state to be one that fills us with just satisfaction. To retain the

same, and still further advance, we need but pursue the even tenor of that path mapped out for us.

Unlike other institutions. Masonry need not advance. A tenacious adherence to first principles is

our safety, while a deviation will lead to chaos and final destruction. The foundation of the Insti-

tution consists of those principles which are coeval with creation and as unalterable as the Creator

himself. A study, therefore, of these principles, the philosophy and ethics of Masonry, will lead

and bring us nearer to that light which shines through eternity.

He reports relations of the most fraternal nature with other Grand Lodges.

Does not favor edicts of non-intercourse, but thinks with Quebec it was justifiable,

because it was the last resort.

Thinks the chaotic state of Masonry in Mexico is such that recognition cannot

safely be given to the so- called Grand Lodges of Vera Cruz or of Mexico. Does not

favor recognition of the Grand Lodge of Victoria, because organized by less than a

majority of the lodges in the territory. Recommends recognition of the Grand

Lodge of South Australia.

Three decisions are reported, the first only, being of general interest, and yet it

is an answer to an oft-repeated query. It is as follows

:

" A person blind in one eye, the other being good, may be made a Mason."

He says: " This conflicts with a decision of a former Master, but he thinks it is

right." So do we, Bro. Blatt. If a person has no maim or defect that will prevent

him from literally complying with our ceremonies, he should not be debarred, pro-

vided he is in other respects worthy.

The Committee on Jurisprudence dissent from above decision, and are in favor

of physical perfection, which view was sustained by the Grand Lodge.

Eighteen lodges were con.stiluted during the year. Dispensations granted for

ten new lodges; but the Grand Master thinks "the policy of forming new lodges

has been too liberal, that the average membership is too low."

He reports the pleasant duty pertormed by a committee of the Grand Lodge,

" in going to Cedar Rapids, lovk'a, and presenting our eminent brother, M. W. Theo.

S. Parvin, with a gold watch handsomely and appropriately engraved, and a gold

chain."

He reports the Grand Lodge Lilirary improving, and hopes " that in the near

future it will find an abiding place in a house we may call our own." The Grand

Lodge made no mistake in re electing Bro. Blatt Grand Master.

The Grand Trea.surer and Secretary make full reports, the latter reporting large

additions to the (Jrand Lodge Lilirary.
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The Grand Lodge recognized the Grand Lodge of South Australia, and refused

recognition to V^ictoria and Mexico.

The Grand Lecturer reported three Schools of Instruction held.

Fraternal congratulations exchanged by telegrams with Grand Lodge of Wis«

consin, which was at the same time in session.

No Report on Correspondence.

Lodges, 89 ; members, 3,154; increase, 476.

M. W. William IHatt, Yankton, Grand Master.

R. W. Chas. T. McCoy, Aberdeen, Grand Secretary.

DELAWARE, 1886.

The volume before us first presents the proceedings of a special communication

of the Grand Lodge held at Smyrna, where the Masonic Hall of Harmony Lodge,

No. 13, was dedicated, M. W. Thomas Davidson, Grand Master, presiding. After

the ceremonies of dedication the Grand Master delivered an address. We quote an

extract

:

Brethren, ours is an ancient and honorable order, and it behooves us to mark well our con-

duct as component parts of this great Fraternity, preserving our Ancient Landmarks, adhering to

the tenets of our profession, and carefidly abstaining from anything that may decrease the usefulness,

or tarnish the honor of our Institution. Let us remember that it is not by mere initiation that we
become Masons . We may put on the apron ; we may figure in the processions ; we may wear the

jewels, and bear about the trappings of the order, and still be no Masons. No, it is by our lives

that we must testify to the excellence of Masonry ; we must adorn our profession. We sometimes,

I fear, forget that we are bound to each other by the strongest ties. By our fruits we are judged,

let us then take heed how we walk ! Let us give no occasion for reproach, and if we are not suffi-

ciently acquainted with the principles of our order, let silence and circumspection be our best de-

fense ! Let us keep our tongues under control, and let our lives comport with our profession ! In-

consistent Masons wound the character of a Fraternity which they profess to honor. They stab

the vital principles of its existence, and cast a scandal upon the cause of virtue. Let Charity, that

heaven-born virtue, be written as with sunbeams upon every Masonic heart ! Let us preserve the

unity and universality of our influence, and at all times and under all circumstances manifest the

benevolence of our order !

The eightieth annual communication was held at the city of Wilmington Octo-

ber 6 and 7. The Grand Master delivered a brief business address, and says the

"grim messenger, death, has not entered the portals of the Grand Lodge. All have
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been spared to meet again, and very few members of subordinate lodges have been

called away since last we met. ' Surely goodness and mercy have followed us.'
"

Reports having visited every lodge in the jurisdiction, and some of them fre-

cjuently; that he exemplified the work in some lodges, installed officers, etc. That

Masters elect have been examined before they were installed. Says that scarcely

two lodges in the jurisdiction work alike, and recommends a committee on work.

Reports the dedication of a new hall for Harmony Lodge, No. 13, at Smyrna.

Reports three decisions, based upon local regulations. Favors perpetual juris-

diction over rejected candidates, and says :

Being present at a meeting of Lafayette Lodge, a member of Mozart Lodge, of Camden, N.

J., presented himself for e.xamination. He having been rejected in St. John's, No. 2, of this juris-

diction, I declined to have him examined, and informed him that he could not visit any lodge in this

jurisdiction, as he was our property and had no right to apply elsewhere without permission from

the lodge which rejected him.

This is much better than to say that such a one is a clandestine Mason. Pro-

hibit them from visiting. Let Grand Lodges that persist in accepting lejected ma-

terial keep it at home. A man who cannot come into the Fraternity at home, but

goes away into a jurisdiction where the brethren are not so particular and is admitted,

should confine his Masonic visits to the jurisdiction where he is wanted.

If Grand Lodges would all adhere to the rule of perpetual jurisdiction over re-

jected candidates, fewer lectures against the evils of placing unfit material in the

edifice would be required.

The Grand Master reports liberal contributions to the relief of the brethren at

Charleston, S. C.

A committee was appointed to prepare a uniform work and report the same to

the next session of the Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge adopted the following report

:

Your special committee on the trouble existing between the Grand Lodges of England and

(Jucbec, would respectfully report, that while we recognize the fact that the Grand Lodge of Quebec

should have jurisdiction over the three lodges in Montreal, and earnestly recommend that the said

lodges be placed under the said jurisdiction by the Grand Lodge of England, yet we are unwilling

to go so far as to declare them clandestine Masons, they having held allegiance to the Grand Lodge
of England previous to the formation of the Grand Lodge of Quebec.

It is true that these lodges were legally organized prior to the organization of the

Grand Lodge of Quebec. But when a Grand Lodge is legally organized, all the

lodges within its territory should yield to its supreme power over Masonry in the

Territory, State or Province where organized, and if lodges persist in refusing to do

so, non-intercourse with them should be declared.

A briei Repot t on Masonic Correspondence, of 22 pages, is signed by Thos N.

Williams, Chairman. Veiy few comments are made. Under Colorado, the follow-

ing:

1..
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The Grand Master says " that he refused to grant dispensations in two cases, to confer de-

grees without waiting the specified time." Bro. Peabody's head is level on that point. We never

did approve of emergency cases. Proficiency should always be required.

Proficiency is required in this jurisdiction, not time, and vvlien a candidate is

proficient he may advance, and not till tlien, let it be two weeks or two months.

Illinois proceedings of 1S85 are reviewed, and our Schools of Instruction com-

mended to the brethren of Delaware.

Lodges, 21 ; members, 1,506.

M. W. George W. Mar-shall, Milford, Grand Master.

R. W. William S. Hayes, Wilmington, Grand Secretary.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1886.

The volume under review contains the proceedings of special communications

held to e-xemplify work, dedicate halls, and to perform the sad duty of interring a

R. W. Past Deputy Grand Master, l^ro James Goszler, and a Pa.st Grand Master,

M. W. Bro. Horace A. Whitney; also the semi-annual and annual communications.

This Grand Lodge is composed of twenty-one lodges of zealous, intelligent

Masons, and being situated near each other, they enjoy the jirivilege of fre(|uent

meetings which stimulates them to active Masonic work.

The semi annual communication was held in the Masonic Temple, Washington

City, May 12, 1886, M. W. Thos. P. Chiffelle, Grand Master, presiding.

Reports from the Committee on Grievances were considered, and took up much

of the time of this communication.

The Grand Lodges of Oaxaca, Jalisca, Vincente Guerrero, and of Lower Cali-

fornia were gladly recognized. We are willing for the good brethren of the District

of Columbia to have the credit of the liberality of first extending recognition to these

organizations. We prefer to wait further developments.

A Past Grand Master's jewel was presented to that Most Worshipful Brother,

Myron M. Parker.

The annual communication was held November 10. The Grand Master was

ill and could not attend, and R. W. Jose M. V'znaga, Deputy Grand Master, pre-

sided. M. W. Bro. Chififelle's address was read by the Grand Secretary, and al-

though brief is a model address.
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He pays fitting tribute to deceased brethren ; reports dedications ; one decision,

of local interest only; dispensations to confer degrees—one to Lafayette Lodge, No.

19, to confer the third degree upon Brother J. H. Oberly. We, in Southern Illi-

nois, where Bro. O. lived so long, welcome him to the Fraternity.

The report of the Grand Lecturer shows active work done by him.

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is from tlie veteran pen of Bro. Single-

ton, Grand Secretary. Although condensed into 86 pages, it is, like his former re-

ports, well prepared. Illinois is not included in the review, the proceedings having

been received after the work was completed, yet Bro. S. pays the following tribute

to the deceased Bto. Gurney

:

The writer ol that report, Bro. Theodore T. Gurney, our dear personal friend, not only ful-

filled his last duty as chairman of the committee of that Grand Lodge, but very soon thereafter left

all his earthly labors to enter, as we trust and sincerely believe, into a heavenly rest, and to enjoy

his well-earned reward of a well-spent life.

Bro. S. completed his report earlier than usual, so that it could he inspected by

the Grand Master before it was printed.

He " doubts the propriety of Grand Masters responding to in([uiries from cjtliers

than W. Masters or lodges." We think i^ is the right of any Mason to go to the

fountain head for light.

We agree with Bro. S., that an E. A or F. C. has rights superior to a profane,

and that his advancement should not be stopped by an arbitrary objection. Also

that if a man has no physical defect that will prevent him from complying literally

with our ceremonies, that he may be made a Mason.

Lodges, 21 ; members, 3,026.

M. W. Jose M. Yznaga, Washington, Grand Master.

R. W. Wm. R. Singleton, Washington, Grand Secretary.

FLORIDA, 1887.

The forty-eighth annual communication was held in the city of Jacksonville

January 18, 19 and 20, M. W. George S. Hallmark, Grand Master, presiding. The

Representative of the Grand Lodge of Illinois in attendance, and seventy-three

lodges represented.
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The Grand Master presents an able address. He says :
" With other Grand

Bodies our relations are of the most friendly nature." He reported having granted

dispensations for lour new lodges. Four hundred and ninety-five dollars and twenty-

five cents contributed for aid at Key West, in response to an appeal issued by him.

He says: "The 1). 1). (irand Masters have not all reported, but from those re-

ceived, Masonry is in a healtliy condition."

He reports the death of W. B. Taylor, P. D. G. Master, and of Robert W.
Adams, Grand Pursuivant.

His thoughts on " What are the Benefits of Masonry" are so beautifully ex-

pressed, that we need not apologize for giving them :

Brethren, what arc the benefits of Masonry in any of its forms ? This ciuestion, like all other

reasonable ones, is entitled to a fair and candid answer. Making all due allowance for the very se-

crecy of its operations, it certainly has the best right to become the interpreter of its own actions

and the expounder of its own principles and motives.

That it has some objects and purposes to carry out is plainly self-evident, for the simple reason

that without any aims or ends to accomplish, it would be but an association of pitiful idiots, un-

worthy of respectable contempt, a sort of Pons asinorniii, that would only lead tci bedlam or the

devil.

That its objects must be good is equally clear, from the simple fact that a secret association

for bad and evil purposes would soon become fit subjects for criminal prosecution and would speedily

fall to pieces by its own weight and its own villainy. How can we conceive of an association of

good men all over the world, and clinging together through lapse of centuries, banded together for

no purpose at all, or for a mischievous one which they have never attempted to carry out, and com-

ing down to us unspotted and without reproach through ages of time. Surely the absurdity is too

monstrous, even for a fool. Then where lies the good ? We answer : ist, in the objects it claims.

These are, in the first place, the moral instruction and culture of its members. Masonry is, indeed,

a system of symbolic morality.

It takes the simple implements of its craft of original operative Masonry and converts them

into emblems of sublime and holy teaching, so that every object around the lodge and in the most

secret seclusion becomes a means of wholesome instruction and sacred admonition. The Plumb,

Level, Square, the Gavel, the Compass and the Trowel, are all silent monitors, preaching beautiful

lessons with silent eloquence. These lessons are there enforced by the most solemn and impressive

ceremonials and rituals, whose impress will never wear off and whose teachings will never be for-

gotten, so that the first great benefit is to the Mason himself. His mind is impressed, his nature is

elevated and he finds new motives in the pleasant association and companionship around him for

the cultivation of morality and the practice of virtue. There surely must be some good in an Insti-

tution whose avowed purpose and constant teachings is to make men's lives better, purer, and by

consequence, happier. Masonry seeks to do this, and if she fails in her office it is from the innate

depravity of the subject and not from the fault of the Institution. From the initial step of the En-

tered Apprentice, to the full honors of an M. M., there is a deepening impression and enlargement

of influence and motive, and augmentation of forces ever directing the mind to a higher and better

life. If the rough Ashlar will not receive the polish of the skillful hand and the fitting instrument,

it only demonstrates the unworthiness of the material, and not the incompetency of the architect,

but the worthy and true, the refining and polishing processes of Masonry are surely a benediction

and a blessing, and all over the land are thousands of bright and shining examples of its beneficent

influences in the elevation of our nature and the refinement of human character.

Another fact; it is a great law in nature that the mightiest forces in her realm operate silently

and unseen. The stupendous power of gravitation that moves all worlds and holds the universe in

its grasp, operates so silently and obscurely, that its very existence is often imexpected, except by
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those who comprehend the mighty mystery. So Masonry has gone on from age to age, performing

her own silent mission of good to the world, often unseen and unrecognized, only by those who have

felt the genial influence of her secret power. If her record is to be blazoned in glowing statistics, or

proclaimed with Pharasaic pretensions at the street corners with sounding trumpets, then she mod-

estly declines the unworthy test, but if the silent inscriptions, written in a true and faithful heart, a

genuine and manly character, and a life whose aims were nurtured in a school of truth and the

teachings of virtue, if these are the criterions of her judgment, then may she proudly hold up her

head, and with the noble Roman matron with her children around her, exclaim in the face of her

enemies, " These are my jewels." But to complete the answer to the question, What good does

Masonry do? We turn now to another great object which Masonry proposes. This is embraced

in its own formula, Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth or in the scripture phrase, " Faith, Hope and

Charity." Faith in God, Hope in Immortality, Charity to All Men. Nobler, worthier motives

than these, no man can entertain. No creed can expound. But does Masonry carry them out ?

We can only reply, that they are certainly her vital principles and the practice of them is her highest

object. There are untrue men everywhere. " Traitors in every camp. Black sheep in every flock.

Foul birds in every nest. Hypocrites in every church." So in every lodge there may be deceiv-

ers, untrue to their fraternal ties and faithless to their obligations, but these are not the exponents

of any cause.

To the heart of all true and genuine manhood, these ties and obligations are doubly sacred.

They appeal to the highest and noblest sensibilities of his nature. To relieve a worthy brother or

his family in distress, to aid him in the lime of struggle and danger, to ward off the evils and lift the

burden from his life, becomes a pleasure as well as a duty. If to do this even for the stranger in a

strange land, to open the heart of sympathy, to stretch the hand of charity, to right the wrongs of a

distressed brother, to defend his character and protect his home and loved ones, to nurse him in

sickness, to soothe and comfort his dying hours and to watch over the bereaved and sorrowing ones

he leaves behind, if all this be doing good, then does Masonry do it in many ways and many in-

stances. True she does not flaunt her deeds of charity in the face of the world, nor sound the

trumpets in the streets, but far better than this, she writes her record in silent eloquence on the

homes she cheers and the hearts she blesses. Her unheralded deeds of benevolence are among the

secrets enshrined in her own bosom. Her mission to the world is one of quiet and unobtrusive

good, like a gentle stream in the desert whose sources are hidden from the eyes of men, but whose

refreshing waters carry fertility and blessings wherever they flow. This silent mission she per-

forms, if not with lavish hands, at least with true and faithful heart, and thus through the flight of

years and the march of centuries, she has pursued her even, onward course with serene and quiet

steps, seeking no applause from the world and no reward from men, save the noble reward of duty

done, and inspired by no ambition save the sublime hope of an unfading immortality.

Then when

" The temple's completed, and our labors are o'er.

And the sound of the Gavel shall hail us no more ;"

When the Acacia shall bloom in celestial beauty, the broken column shall be lifted from the dust,

the revelation of a glory all divine " In that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."

A Past Grand Master's jewel was presented to M. W. Brotlier Robert J. Perry.

An excellent oration from Grand Orator R. H. Weller is printed in the pro-

ceedings.

No decisions. No Report on Correspondence.

Lodges, 95 ; members, 2,685."

M. W. George S. Hallmark, Pensacola, Grand Master.

R. W. D. C. Hawkins, Jacksonville, Grand Secretary.
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GEORGIA, 1886.

Annual communication held in the Grand Lodge Temple at the city of Macon,

October 26, 27 and 28, M. W. John S. Davidson, Grand Master, presiding; and the

full list of Grand Officers, permanent members and Representatives present. No
Representative, however, from this jurisdiction, is reported.

The Grand Master's report covers twelve pages, and is a very good address.

A few decisions, or questions answered, are given. The fourth is as follows :

Fourth. The Worshipful Master, Senior Warden and Junior Warden constitute a lodge, and

may transact all the ordinary business of the lodge, but cannot, by their votes only, surrender

charter.

We tliink unless seven members can be in attendance, no lodge business should

be attended to.

Dispensations were granted to elect and install officers, confer degrees, etc.

A corner-stone was laid for a hall for Mulberry Lodge at Lawrenceville ; also

for a ('ourt House at Lexington.

He paid a beautiful tribute to the memory of deceased Past Grand Master and

Grand Chaplain, David E. Butler.

Speaks as follows of the condition of the Craft in this jurisdiction :

The Craft within the jurisdiction has been prosperous during the past year. In many places

large and valuable accessions have been made, the drone and discordant have been removed, the

trestle-board has received the watchful care of well governed workmen, and about the altar renewed

vows have given evidence of more constant devotion to the great purposes of our organization,

whose mission leads it to illustrate in almost every department of life, the practices ot the good

Samaritan. As one of the many gratifying evidences of the present prosperous condition of the

membership, it is shown by the report of the Committee upon Relief, made to the session of 1885,

that but one case requiring attention was reported, and in that case the committee found no necessity

for action. It cannot be denied that such condition of affairs is due largely to the care, wisdom and

discretion of the Masters of the subordinate lodges, whose supervision of the Craft is thus so well

and pleasantly rewarded.

Grand Lodge indebtedness reported reduced. The Committee on Work is

commended lor its labors; also the Grand Secretary, for efficiency.

The Committee on Memorials present an elegant report in reference to the

death of R. W. Angel DeLaperriere, Past Grand Marshal, and M. W. Bro. Butler.

We quote

:

Often in the past, as the years have come and gone, we have met to worship about this sacred

altar— to strengthen the bonds that bind us each to the other; hand in hand, heart to heart, with

one thought, one purpose— to bless mankind, and to glorify God in our bodies and our spirits,

which are His.

To say we meet again, but not all, one is absent—one who for many years was most promi-

nent in the deliberations of this Grand Lodge, one pre-eminent for his wisdom in council, for his

skill to plan and energy to execute, for his pureness of heart, for his childlike faith and simplicity,
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his genial manners, his unselfish and unbounded love for his brethren. Such was our Past Grand

Master, David E. Butler, at the mention of whose name we feel that we are in his presence, so

forcibly has he, by precept and example, impressed and photographed himself upon the heart and

life of those with whom he worshiped. All things and all life about us partake of the sorrow and

gloom that overshadow us. The vacant chair, the listless insignia oi office, this hushed silence,

these throbbing hearts, these tearful eyes and quivering lips, from him no cheerful voice, no kindly

admonition, no words of sympathy laden with the fragrance of unselfish love for the afflicted and

disconsolate, the very air that surrounds us—these all join in the mute anguish of our hearts, and

would overwhelm us all but for the heavenly refrain echoing Ijack whence he is gone—" We shall

meet again." " He is not dead but sleepetli." He hves—lives in us, in our hearts. No, no; he

can never die ; nor can circumstance or place, or time, efface or corrupt such a life—it is imperish-

able.

Work on the three degrees was exemplified, and, by request, the Grand Master

delivered an address upon Masonry.

M. W. Bro. Samuel LaWrence, P. G. M., sent his regrets at being unable to

attend the Grand Lodge, and saying he was entirely blind. Upon motion mileage

and per diem were sent him as if he had attended.

The Grand Lodge refused to recognize the Grand Lodges of Mexico, Lower

California, Hungary, New Zealand.

A large number of brethren were expelled for non-payment of dues, upon rec-

ommendation of the Committee on Appeals and Grievances.

The Report on Correspondence is the production of three brethren. Illinois is

reviewed by IJro. James S. Gray. The entire review occupies 51 pages.

Bro. Blackshear does not recognize the right of a visitor to demand an inspec-

tion of the charter, to which we agree. He says: " Masonry was never intended to

be a prohibition organization or a Salvation Army, but that all excesses should be

avoided." He opposes affiliation fees, and agrees that an E. A. or F. C. occupies a

status very different from one whose original petition has been rejected, and has

rights which the uninitiated cannot claim ; and sees no necessity for the Past Mas-

ter's degree. Illinois receives three pages. The addresses of the Grand Master

and Deputy Grand Master are commended, also Bro. Hooper's oration.

Lodges, 275; members, 11,258.

M. W. John S. Davidson, Augusta, Grand Master.

R. W. A. M. Wolihin, Macon, Grand Secretary.
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IDAHO, 1886.

An emergent communication was held at Hoise City August 10, 1886, vvlien M.

W. Bro. John A. Post, a Past Grand Master, was buried witli Masonic ceremonies

conducted by the officers of the Grand Lodge.

The nineteenth annual communication was held at the same place September

14, 15, 16 and 17, M. W. George Henry Davis, Grand Master, presiding. Officers

and permanent members of the Grand Lodge, Representatives from other Grand

Lodges, including Illinois, and representatives from twelve chartered lodges and two

lodges U. D. present.

The Grand Master delivered an excellent address, showing him to be well

qualified for the duties imposed upon him. We give his opening words :

Brethren of the Grand Lodge : With ;i profound sense of gratitude to Almighty God,

through whose heneficence we are permitted to meet to-day, I welcome you to this nineteenth an-

nual communication of the Grand Lodge of Idaho. We, who by the kind confidence of our brethren

have been placed in official stations, have come to render an account of our stewardship. We have

also met with you, one and all, to renew our vows, to review the past, and to take counsel for the

future. The responsibilities which attach to this body, if properly viewed, are of a most important

character. Not only is it the legislative body for all Masons in a great territory, the interpreter of

law, and the final arbiter in all cases where differences have arisen among the Craft, but what, per-

haps, is of even more importance, it guides the Masonic thought and moulds the Masonic character

for both the present and the future in a territory now small in popidation but destined to become,

we believe, a great, populous, and powerful commonwealth. The duty, therefore, of laying founda-

tions of morality, virtue and intelligence—a duty than which none can be greater—devolves upon

us. The responsibility must not be lightly regarded, nor carelessly borne.

There are too many among Masons who rest satisfied with a superficial knowledge, and es-

teem themselves bright Masons, worthy to be leaders, if they have acquired a certain perfunctory

proficiency in our ritual. But he wholly mistakes the spirit of Masonry who considers mere ac-

quaintance with its ritual ceremonies and with the written and unwritten statutes of the order the

sum of its teachings and the entire qualification of a true Craftsman, " a workman that needeth not

to be ashamed." These are but the scaffolding of the temple, the working tools with which the

building is to be erected, the helps by which the master workman is to develop the most sublime

soci.al and Masonic virtues.

Have we learned to subdue our passions and to discipline our hearts by the exercise of broth-

erly love, relief and truth? Are we spreading the cement which shall unite the dissevered family of

man into a temple of living stones, in which no contention shall ever exist but that noble contention,

or rather emulation, of who best can work and best agree? Has prudence taught us to regulate our

lives and actions by the dictates of reason and temperance, and to exercise that due restraint upon

our affections and passions which renders the body tame and governable, and frees the mind from

allurements of vice? Is justice our standard, and a noble self-denial for the good of others and a

scorn for all that will sully the purity or detract from the integrity and dignity of manhood ? If we
have not thus learned or are not thus learning it is in vain that we have stood upon the tessellated

pavement and entered the middle chamber and ascended the three steps whicli lead to the sanctum

sanctorum.

I urge you, brethren, to remember that upon you rests the honor and reputation of the F'ra-

ternity, and its capacity for good in the improvement of our fellowmen ; and with this thought up-

permost in your minds, to give your most conscientious and serious consideration to the duties you

shall be called upon to discharge.
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Pays a tribute to deceased Bro. Post ; reports three dispensations issued for new

lodges, and as many refused ; representatives appointed near other Grand Lodges

;

reports a number of decisions, which are in accord with general Masonic law ; also

visitations to lodges, and recommends a committee to adopt uniformity of work, and

also Schools of Instruction. Reports the condition of the Craft as follows :

It is with pleasure that I report that, so far as 1 am informed, peace and harmony prevail

among the Craft throughout the Grand Jurisdiction. Most of the lodges are in good financial con-

dition, and have done more or less work during the year. I have reason to believe that commend-

able care has been e.xercised in the selection of material for the Masonic edifice, and that while our

growth has not been rapid, it has been healthful.

In this connection, it is proper for me to charge the officers of constituent lodges to e.xercise

especial care in guarding the secrecy of the ballot. In several instances it has come to my knowl-

edge that the ballot has been questioned ; and in one case, at least, a brother has revealed the char-

acter of his ballot, and declared his purpose to black-ball a certain person should he venture to peti-

tion for the degrees. I would remind all Masters of lodges that it is their pledged and sacred duty

to preserve inviolate and secret the ballot in their respective lodges, and to order charges preferred

against any member of the lodge who shall be guilty of infraction of the law in this particular.

The Grand Secretary's report shows Grand Lodge finances in good condition

with a large balance in the treasury.

The Jurisprudence Committee recommend the approval of the decisions of the

Grand Master, which was done.

The Committee on Orphans' Fund report $10,597.76 in funds on hand. Good

for Idaho.

No Report on Correspondence. A Committee on Foreign Correspondence was

appointed.

M. \V. George H. Davis, Boise City, re-elected Grand Master.

R. W. James H. Wickersham, Silver City, re elected Grand Secretary.

INDIAN TERRITORY, i8S6.

The twelfth annual communication was held at Atoka, Choctaw Nation, Nov.

2d, M. W. Florian H. Nash, Grand Ma.ster, presiding; R. W. Bro. J. S. Murrow,

Representative of Illinois, present.

The address of the Grand Master occupies six pages of the proceedings. He
thinks tliey have much to be thankful for, and reports the Craft of the jurisdiction in
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a prosperous condition. Refers appropriately to liie fraternal dead. Dispensations

granted for four new lodges. One hall dedicated, and the corner-stone for a new

hall for South Canadian Lodge laid with Masonic ceremonies. Some decisions are

reported. Number five is quoted:

QuES. 5. Has a member of a lodge a riglit to refuse admission as a visitor a member in good

standing in another lodge?

Ans. As I understand the universal law of Masonry, an affiliated M. M. in good standing

has a right to visit any lodge of M. M. on the faee of the globe, otherwise there is no universality

in Masonry : every Mason should have such a feeling within him, and feel that he is welcome every-

where. However, if a member of the lodge visited should object to a visiting brother, the objection

should be made known to the W. M., who has a right to judge of its sufficiency. This does not

deprive the objecting lirother of the right of appeal.

This is new in holding the absolute right of visitation, then that objections to

visitation may be made, and that the W. M. shall judge of the validity of the objec-

tion ; and, finally, that an appeal may be taken from the decision

An address of the Deputy Grand Master is given. lie reports visitations to

lodges; that peace and harmony prevail; that members of the lodges visited are

endeavoring to learn the ritual ; and that Masters of lodges are striving to observe

the Ancient Landmarks of our time honored Institution. Decisions of the Deputy

Grand Master are reported. One given :
" A forefinger being off the hand does not

debar a person of the privileges of Masonry."

Reports were received from R. W. A. B. Price, Representative near the Grand

Lodge of New York, and from M. W. Louis Zeigler, Representative near the Grand

Lodge of Washington Territory.

The Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer presented good reports. All of the

lodges except one send returns.

The Grand Secretary reports accessions to the Grand Lodge Library, and says :

" The other two members of the Committee on the Grand Lodge Library have not

hurt themselves with labor on this Committee." Quotes remarks of M. W. Bro.

Gurney urging them to establish a public library, and says :
" Bro. Gurney is a true

friend to this Grand Lodge, and he is a man of marked ability, his opinion is very

gratifying and suggestions very valuable."

The Committee on Law and Usage report in favor of approving the decisions

of the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master, which was done.

We do not regard it the duty or right of the Deputy Grand Master to render

official decisions, unless he is acting Grand Master in the absence of the Grand

Master. Unless so acting, or acting by special appointment as pr^xy for the Grand

Master, we do not understand that he has any official authority, or acts to perform.

But the constitution of this jurisdiction may give him such authority. If so it is

unusual.

A Lodge of .Sorrow for "our fraternal dead for the past twelve years" was

held. Memorial pages are dedicated to tire memory of Bro. Richard E. Butler, P.
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G. M., of Georgia; to Bro. John Schuler, D. D. Grand Master, and to other de-

ceased brethren of this jurisdiction.

Bro. Murrow, Chairman of Committee on Correspondence, presents a review of

twenty-four Grand Lodges, including Illinois, and says he e.xpected to receive the

report from Bro. Coyles, reviewing other Grand Lodges, in time to print, but it does

not appear. Forty-seven pages are devoted to the report, and Bro. M. writes forci-

bly and with ease. He does not believe in the rigid rule of " physical perfection."

He approves the withdrawal of intercourse with the recusant lodges in (Quebec.

Illinois, 1885, has a fraternal review of three pages. He says: " D. G. Master

Darrah administered the affairs of the Craft with ability and satisfaction. Compli-

ments Grand Secretary Munn. Bro. Gurney was complimented for his ability and

able report. Bro. Murrow disclaimed any reference to Bro. Gurney or other re-

porters in using the words " unscrupulous spirits." Bro. Murrow is a useful Mason

to our Indian Territory brethren.

Lodges, 25 ; members, 748.

Grand Master and Grand Secretary re-elected.

M. W. Florian H. Nash, Fort Gibson, Grand Master.

R. W. Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka, Grand Secretary.

KENTUCKY, iS86.

The eighty-seventh annual communication was held in the Masonic Temple, at

Louisville, October 19, 20 and 21, M. VV. Bernard Gratz Witt, Grand Master, pre-

siding. All of the Grand officers, and fourteen P. G. Masters, present. The Grand

Representative of Illinois is not reported as being present.

The Grand Master's address occupies thirty-two pages of the proceedings. The

commencement is a departure from the usual Grand Master's address. We quote:

Brethren of the Grand Lodge : The first Masonic lodge instituted west of the Allegheny

mountains was Lexington Lodge, No. 25 (now No. i), under charter from the Grand Lodge of Vir-

ginia, in the year 17S8. On September Sth, iSoo, representatives from Lexington, No. i, Paris,

No. 2, Georgetown, No. 3, Hiram, No. 4, of Frankfort, and Solomon. U. D., of Shelbyville, met in

the town of Le.Kington and prepared an address to the Grand Lodge of Virginia, asking permission

to organize a Grand Lodge. Their petition having been granted, on October i6th in the same year,

the Grand Lodge of Kentucky was organized and Bro. William Murray was elected Grand Master.
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From this small beginning eighty-six years ago, has grown, not only this great and mighty

Grand Lodge of Kentucky, one of the brightest stars in the galaxy of Masonic bodies, but from this

humble source can be traced the origin of most of the Grand Lodges of the Middle and Western

States. The Grand Lodges of Indiana and Illinois on the north, Tennessee and Mississippi on the

south are our children, and the Grand Lodges of Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida,

Iowa, Idaho, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, Nebraska, Oregon, Utah, Wash-

ington and Wisconsin are our grandchildren. Nearly two hundred and seventy thousand of the

six hundred thousand brethren of the mystic tie in the United States owe their Masonic life to the

Grand Lodgeof Kentucky, having been made Masons in lodges chartered by this Grand Lodge or

some one of her numerous progeny.

With a pride that is justifiable we may look over this mighty army of the faithful, and with

hearts full of gratitude to Him who hath put this great honor upon us ; to Him who hath planted

the prolific seed in the fertile soil of the Dark and Bloody Ground nearly a century ago, and who,

in His providence, hath watered it with His blessing, causing it to blossom with the sweet flowers

of brotherly love and truth, and its many branches to bear abundantly the blessed fruits of relief and

charity ; to Him who hath kept us and permitted us again to meet in Grand Lodge, should we ren-

der heartfelt thanks for His goodness to us and to our order, and, recognizing our obligations to

Him, to the Craft, and to each other, let us enter upon the duties which lie before us. It is my duty

now to render unto you an account of my stewardship, and report for your consideration my official

acts as Grand Master during the year that is past.

Decisions of local interest only. Masonic halls dedicated, and corner-stones for

churches and school buildings laid. Contributions reported for relief at Galveston

and Charleston.

The Grand Master reports having attended the Centennial celebration at Phila-

delphia.

He reports progress in receiving subscriptions to the " Home," and speaks of

this great charitable institution with just pride. Recommends that the Past Master's

degree be dispensed with.

The Grand Treasurer and Secretary present full reports of their acts.

The report of the Committee on Grievances disposes of many cases according

to sound Masonic principles, and is printed in full, so that it becomes of value to the

Craft in announcing the Masonic law upon a given state of facts.

Two hundred and sixty pages of the volume under review are devoted to re-

cording the names of the officers and members of lodges. If we were devising a

means to retrench expenditures for this Grand Lodge, we would omit these names,

which constitute about one-half of the book of proceedings. We think it would be

better than to reduce the small pay now given the Grand Secretary and Committee

on Correspondence.

Bro. fames W. Staton presents an admirable review of the proceedings of

Grand Lodges in 117 pages. In referring to the (Quebec- England controversy, he

endorses the supreme power of a (jrand Lodge over Masons within its territory, and

thinks Grand Lodges should take action in favor of Quebec in adjusting existing

differences. We do not notice that the Grand Lodge took any action.
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Bro. Staton forcibly discourses upon the work of a lodge in performing public

ceremonies

:

When a lodge is "called off," or, more properly speaking, " called from labor to refresh-

ment," the Craft is then in charge of the Junior Warden, whose duty it is to superintend those under

his care ; consequently, while at " refreshment " no " labor " is or can be performed. Labor can

only be performed under the supervision of the Worshipful Master. We have contended always
that it is as much " labor " to bury the dead, to lay corner-stones, dedicate lodge halls, etc., as it is

to confer degrees. And while the conferring of degrees is confined to the closely-tyled precincts of

the lodge, and its ceremonies are strictly esoteric, yet the ceremonies of burying the dead, laying

corner-stones, etc., are as much the ritual of the Craft as the conferring ot degrees, and the only

difference is that the one can only be performed in private, while the others are permissible in pub-

lic. Our good brother will agree with us when we say that when a lodge ot Master Masons or the

Grand Lodge goes forth to perform the public ceremonies, that the brethren are usually clothed as

Master Masons—that is, with white gloves and aprons. Who dares to don these emblems of purity

and go forth to meet the gaze of the profane unless he goes forth to "labor?" No, no, good
brother ; no labor can be performed while " called off." That doctrine is untenable.

Bro. S. thinks the Past Master's degree might be dispensed with.

lie thinks if a person who cannot receive the degrees at home, goes into an-

other jurisdiction, is made a Mason and returns, that he ought not to receive Masonic

recognition. And we entirely agree with him.

He does not approve the "perfect youth" doctrine; and thinks Grand Lodges

should go slow in granting dispensations for new lodges. This Grand Lodge is lab-

oring with the proposition : How shall we legislate so as to consolidate weak lodges ?

Sorry Bro. S. does not favor " perpetual jurisdiction." His remarks heretofore

quoted we regard as strongly favoring that universality of Masonry, and the rights of

lodges and Masons wherever dispersed which logically leads us to favor it.

He correctly holds that it is the action of the lodge that dimits a brother, and

not the certificate of the Secretary, which is the evidence of the lodge's action.

Under Minnesota, in speaking of Bro. Pierson, Grand Secretary and Corre-

spondent, he says:

He also refers with pride to the system inaugurated of producing phototypes of at least two

Past Grand Masters each year until the whole list is completed. Would that Kentucky had some

such pride. For the small sum of about $40 per year we could produce an elegant phototype like-

ness of some of our Past Grand Masters, and thus perpetuate their faces to the Craft of Kentucky.

And says : " Wherever you find a lodge that keeps up lectures and addresses

upon Masonic subjects, you will find a live lodge, and that its meetings are well at-

tended."

Under review of Washington Territory, Bro. S. has this to say

:

We have not time to notice all that we see in this excellent report as far as it goes, but we do

notice one thing in the review of Illinois prepared by Bro. Ziegler, which we think needs ventilat-

ing a little. Speaking of Orphans' Homes, he expresses the desire that the scheme of the Deputy

Grand Master of Illinois, who, it seems, has his mind turned in that direction, shall fail, and says :

'' For experience teaches that these Orphans' Home and Temple schemes are foreign to the true
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interests and purposes of a Masonic Grand Lodge, and consequently are baneful to its weal, and

fraught with dangerous results." If Bro. Ziegler had ever visited the " Widows' and Orphans'

Home " of Kentucky, and the " Orphans' Asylum " of North Carolina, he would never have

uttered such groundless sentiments as the above quotation, and we have only to refer him with

pride to the noble sentiments uttered by his colleague, Bro. Reed, in his review of Kentucky. Bro.

Reed speaks of what he saw and knows, and Bro. Ziegler is utterly ignorant of what he is speaking

—that is, if he means to take in all institutions of the kind he is describing, and as his statements

have no qualification, we suppose he means what he says. If the founding and maintaining of

Orphans' Homes is foreign to the true interests and purposes of Grand Lodges—if that is no part of

their duty to spread and devise the means ol charity -then we are at a loss to know for what pur-

pose they are intended. If it is that the representatives of the subordinate lodges may come to-

gether annually to have a good time for a few days ; to draw their mileage and per diem, and return

home ; to hear extended addresses of Grand Masters on the theory of charity, of the grandeur of

Masonry, and some spread-eagle, Fourth of July oratory, much of it as meaningless as " sounding

brass or tinkling cymbals ;" to hear Grand Orators on fine-spun theories relative to the antiquity of

Masonry, not one word of which can be established by authentic history, and many other things

just as meaningless, we have only to say that Grand Lodges are a humbug. But we are truly

thankful to know that Kentucky has put her Masonic theory into practice, and she now has the

proud satisfaction to know that several of the Grand Jurisdictions are copying her example, and are

founding homes for the helpless ones of their deceased brethren. May the Lord increase their num-

ber until the whole land is filled with homes to shelter our widows and orphans, and aged and in-

firm brethren who have no means of support. We are not one of the timid ones who fear the "dan-

gerous results" of such practical charity as grows out of the erection and support of such grand in-

stitutions as our " Masonic Widows' and Orphans' Home." About temples we have nothing to

say, and had Bro. Ziegler confined himself to temples alone we should have remained silent, but

having coupled " homes" with temples we could not remain silent.

Illinois receives courteous review of four pages, and the officers commended.

Of the Deputy Grand Master's address, he says :
" It is a clear expose of his official

acts during the year;" and that " the Committee on Jurisprudence made a very able

and interesting report ;" speaks highly of Bro. Gurney's report, and says :

Since writing the above we learn from the Masonic journals that Brother Gurney has been

stricken down with paralysis, and his condition regarded as critical. We sincerely hope it will not

prove so bad as reported and that he maybe spared to us for many years to come. The reportorial

corps will miss him greatly if he should not be able to resume his duties. We tender our sincere

sympathies.

M. W. James W. Hopper, Lebanon, Grand Master.

R. W. Hiram Bassett, Louisville, Grand Secretary.

KANSAS, 1887.

The thirty-first annual was held at Atchison February 16 and 17, M. \V. Silas

E. Sheldon, Grand Master, presiding.

3l
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The first business transacted was the exemplification of the work in the three

degrees by the Custodian and Grand Lecturers. Lodges represented, 191.

The Grand Master began his address as follows

:

Another Masonic year, freighted with all its cares and perplexities, as well as its joys and
pleasures, has drawn to a close, and, in the providence of God, we are again permitted, in accord-

ance with the provisions of the constitution of this Grand Lodge, to assemble in annual communica-
tion, to review and revise the work done in the past, and if defects be found, to correct them, and
devise measures for the future prosperity of our Order. And, whatever we do, let it be done for the

purpose of building up and increasing the usefulness of our Institution, in bettering the condition of

our fellow-men. My brethren, let us all, with one accord and prayerful hearts, unite in returning

thanks to our Supreme Grand Master above for the preservation of our lives and for the many choice

blessings that have been vouchsafed to us the past year, and especially so, when we realize the fact

that no member of this Grand Lodge has been called from labor on earth " to that undiscovered

country from whose bourne no traveler returns." While the members of this Grand Lodge have
been thus blessed, we should not forget that many of our constituent lodges have been clothed in

the habiliments of mourning over the loss of some esteemed brother, and thus a vacancy is found at

the fireside of a once happy family, now left to mourn the loss of one most dear to them ; let us all

unite in extending to the widows and the orphans of the departed brethren our heartfelt sympathy
and condolence in this hour of their sad affliction, and ever pray that our " Heavenly Father will

have them in His holy keeping."

During the past year the brethren in other jurisdictions have been called to mourn the loss of

some distinguished members of the Craft. Among the number, I have been officially advised of the

death of Bro. Theodore Tuthill Gurney, M. W. Past Grand Master of the State of Illinois. This

most worthy brother died at his late residence, in the city of Chicago, at the age of sixty-six years.

He was a Mason for more than thirty-eight years. Much of his time was devoted to active service

in the Order, filling many high places. He was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Illinois for

two terms, and for many years Correspondent of the Grand Lodge, as well as that of the Grand
Chapter and Grand Commandery. In all these varied relations he ranked high among his Masonic
brethren, both at home and abroad. He passed away honored and loved by his associates and
brethren.

I have been informed, not officially, of the death of the venerable and highly esteemed brother,

Past Grand Master Luke E. Barber, who departed this life at his residence in the city of Little

Rock, Arkansas, June 12, 18S6, at the ripe age of nearly eighty years. This distinguished brother

was the recipient of the highest honors in the gift of his Masonic brethren. In all the various sta-

tions he was called to fill, he ever acquitted himself with credit and honor to the bodies over which
he presided. At the time of his death he was the honored Representative of this Grand Lodge
near the Grand Lodge of Arkansas.

Upon the organization of new lodges, he says

:

The unprecedented growth of the western portion of this State has created a corresponding

demand for new lodges. One of the first things thought of by the brethren who have found new
homes upon our Western prairies, and who have been accustomed to the comforts and advantages

of a Masonic lodge in their former homes is, let us erect here a Masonic altar, around which we can

gather as brethren. And before they have perfected a county organization, or finished staking out

the future metropolis of the unnamed county, they make application for a dispensation to organize a

M.-isonic lodge, with fifteen or twenty Master Masons from as many different lodges, and perhaps

as many different States, each with his own peculiar notion and idea of the work and government
of a lodge. You can well imagine the amount of work necessary to organize a lodge and have it

conform to the requirements of this Grand Lodge under such circumstances. Considering then the

growth and development of the State, and the rapid increase of population, especially in the west-

ern portion of the State, the demand for new lodges has very naturally been greater than any pre-

vious year. I have received over sixty applications for the formation of new lodges, and have

granted dispensations for only twenty.
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lie reports corner-stones laid with Masonic ceremonies for four court houses,

one church, and three lodge buildings.

Me presided at a public installation of officers of Golden Rule Lodge, No. 90,

and commends public installations, as follows :

The practice, I feel quite sure, would tend to promote a kinder, a more genial and fraternal

feeling among the brethren, and inspire them to perform their respective duties with the zealous en-

thusiasm becoming Freemasons.

Many of the difficulties and discords arising in lodges grow out of the fact that the members

do not know one another ; they have not learned each other's peculiarities as they would do if the

opportunity were more frequently afforded them for a more free and intimate accjuaintance. I be-

lieve that if the officers of every lodge would encourage a more intimate acquaintance among the

members and their families the result would be increased prosperity and harmony in every lodge

throughout the jurisdiction.

Two hundred and fifty dollars sent for relief at Charleston, S. C.

He commends Schools of Instruction. No decisions of general interest. As to

Past Grand Masters, he says :

The founders of our Order in this State, and those Grand Officers who have borne the heat

and burden of the day, are fast passing away. Some of them have been called from labor on earth

to the refreshments in that Celestial Lodge above. As a token of respect for their memory, and as

a testimonial of our appreciation of the valuable labors of those worthy fraters, who have served

this Grand Lodge as Grand Masters so faithfully, I would recommend that, commencing with the

first two Grand Masters, the Grand Secretary be instructed to procure suitable engravings of them,

and cause them to be published in our proceedings, and at least two each succeeding year, until all

are published, the expense to be borne by the Grand Lodge ; and, furthermore, each Grand Master

be requested to furnish the Grand Secretary with a suitable photograph of himself, and that a brief

biographical sketch of each of these brethren, which shall also contain a record of their services in

the Order, be published in connection therewith.

Says " our relations with other Grand Jurisdictions are fraternal," and concludes

as follows

:

And now my brethren, the work is done and the harvest ended, and whether it be good or

bad, I submit it to you for your inspection and generous criticism. Should it prove to be such work

as will meet with your kind favor and fraternal approval, my highest ambition will be fully gratified.

In my official acts I have endeavored in all things, to the best of my ability, to discharge the duties

devolving upon me with promptness and fidelity; with only one object in view, that of promoting

the best interests of our time-honored Institution. Brethren of the Grand Lodge, I shall soon return

the badge of authority with which you were pleased to clothe me one year ago, and in doing so,

permit me to return my sincere thanks for this mark of your favor and esteem, the recollection of

which will be kindly and fraternally remembered by me in my declining years.

In closing the report of my official work, I take this occasion to tender my grateful acknowl-

edgments to my brother officers for the valuable assistance they have so generously and cheerfully

rendered me in the discharge of the duties of the highly honorable station you called me to, and to

the Craft in general for their uniform courtesy.

Allow me to express the hope that perfect harmony will characterize the deliberations of our

present annual communication, and that each and every act of ours will be such as to meet the ap-

proval of our own consciences and the approbation of our Supreme Grand Master.
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The Representatives of other Grand Lodges were received with appropriate

ceremonies, and many of them responded. One is so good that we give it

:

Past Grand Master John M. Price, Representative of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, spoke

as lollows :

M. W. Grand Master : I have the honor to present to this M. W. Grand Lodge my cre-

dentials as the Representative of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky near the Grand Lodge of Kansas,

in order, it is said, to cultivate more intimate relations between the two jurisdictions, " that the ties

of brotherly affection may be strengthened, and the prosperity and purity of the Fraternity pro-

moted."

In this public acknowledgment of my acceptance of this distinguished trust, I ask to be in-

dulged a moment for the purpose of saying, that while I have been a citizen of Kansas for nearly

thirty years, and have received the highest honors that could be conferred in all the branches of our

Order, I still cherish a lasting affection for the land of my nativity—" My old Kentucky home."

Now in " the sere and yellow leaf"—the autumn of life— it is sweet to revert to the scenes and

incidents of our youth and early manhood, with all their hallowed associations. My love for my
native State is as fresh and as green as are her fertile fields and beautiful valleys, and as firm and

unchangeable as are the foundations of her everlasting hills

Here in one of its consecrated receptacles appointed for the dead have reposed for half a cen-

tury all that was mortal of a sainted mother, whose life, though brief, was a divine inspiration, a

halo of light, and whose spotless spirit is now basking in eternal sunshine around the throne of

God; and here in my native little village by the river's side, amid the scenes and vicissitudes of

early life, I wooed and won and wedded her who is the mother of my children.

And now, as the humble representative of that grand and noble old jurisdiction, near the

Grand Lodge of this young giant of the West, I know that our Masonic relations will be fraternal

and harmonious, that we will all agree, " in peace, love and unity," in everything pertaining to the

Craft, and that the spirit of brotherly love will be diffused among us as gentle as the dews of Her-

mon and as genial as the light of Heaven.

Upon motion of Bro. John H. Brown, it was resolved :

That the M. W. Grand Master for the time being, together with such Past Grand Masters as

he may select to attend with him, be authorized to attend the coming convention to be held in the

city of Chicago, Illinois, June 22, 1887, to be composed of representatives from the L'nited States

and the Canadas, and the proper officers of this Grand Lodge are directed to furnish such delegates

the necessary credentials, and the said brethren to report the action of such convention at the ne.xt

annual communication of this Grand Lodge.

The Committee on Obituaries pay the following tribute to our deceased Bro.

Gurney

:

In relation to the death of M. W. Bro. Theodore Tuthill Gurney, Past Grand Master of Illi-

nois. In this act of Divine Providence not only the Grand Lodge of Illinois, but the Craft in gen-

eral have lost a friend and a true and faithful brother, and we tender to them and the family of the

distinguished brother our heartfelt sympathy and condolence, and commend them to the care and

compassion of Him who maketh all things after the counsel of His own wisdom. By his fidelity in

his labors, his untiring energy and zeal, and his imcompromising devotion to the best interests of

the Fraternity his name has become familiar to the Craft almost from North to South between the

East and West. The work of this noble defender of Masonic principles is done, and it is good

work, true work, and just such work as will be approved by the Most E.xcellent Grand Master of

the Universe.

A practical oration by Bro. Bassett, Grand Orator, is printed in the proceedings.

It is good, because it deals with what Masonry is, and is now doing, and not of its

anticjuity.
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A beautiful memorial page is dedicated to Bro. Gurney.

Bro. John H. Brown's Report on Foreign Correspondence, like all of his Ma-
sonic work, is well done, and we have enjoyed reading it. Illinois receives ex-

tended and fraternal notice. He says of our Grand Lodge :

The Grand Lodge of Illinois is only second to one in number of lodges and membership, and

that is the State of New York, and hence her importance is recognized by the Craft throughout the

land.

The annual address of Grand Master Darrah is a good business paper, containing a complete

summary of his official work, together with such suggestions as he deemed worthy of the attention

of the Grand Lodge.

He approves the position of this Grand Lodge, as announced by the Jurispru-

dence Committee, on the " right of visit."

He compliments Grand Secretary Munn, and says of our committees :

The reports of the various committees are strong and vigorous, presenting matters of business

in good shape for the action of the Grand Lodge.

He says Bro. Clement's oration was an excellent one, and reflects credit on its

author.

He speaks of the Report on Correspondence and Bro. Gurney as follows:

The Report on Correspondence is again, and we fear for the last time, prepared by our good

brother, Theodore T. Gurney, who was unable to close and present in person the result of his

labors, by reason of a severe stroke of paralysis, which well-nigh proved fatal. He is still, as we
are last advised, in a critical condition, and his brethren who are near by entertain but little hope of

his recovery. We shall not be surprised at any moment to hear that the dread summons has come

and the noble brother had passed beyond the Great River, to return to us no more.

We extend to him and his family, as well as the Craft of Illinois, our heartfelt sympathy in

this hour of their sore affliction, and pray that the Good Master will deal mercifully with the afflicted

brother, and that he will be spared to continue his labor with us in the good work ke has so well

begun.

And says of Bro. Robbins' work in concluding the Report :

Past Grand Master Dr. Joseph Robbins wrote the conclusion. The completion of such an

excellent piece of work as the report of Bro. Gurney could not have very well fallen in better hands.

The work is well and faithfully done.

Lodges, 287 ; memliers, 14,638.

M. W. Henry C. Cook, Topeka, Grand Master.

R. W. John H. Brown, Wyandntte, Grand Secretary.
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LOUISIANA, 1887.

The seventy-fifth annuai was held at New Orleans February 1410 17, M. W.
Joseph P. Hornor, Grand Master, presiding.

The proceedings are embellished with a fine steel engraving of this Most Wor-

shipful brother, and it indicates the man and Mason that he is. A good biograph-

ical sketch of this brother appears from Bro. Fellows.

The volume under review gives the proceedings of three special communica-

tions, of the laying of a corner stone for "the hall of the Women's Social Industrial

Association;" of a building for an "Association for the Jewish Widows' and Or-

phans' Home," and of a " Monument to the Confederate Dead." On the latter oc-

casion Most W. Bro. Hornor delivered an address. We make a quotation there-

from :

There have been times, though not often, when bhnd stupidity and criminal ignorance could

have thrown suspicion upon our motives, and have sought to e.xcite public opinion against us, and

to deprecate our secret proceedings as something that might perhaps worl< to the prejudice of the

public weal ; and such have sought to arouse the people to prevent our being called upon on occa-

sions such as this ; but such feelings have never been more than momentary, and the glorious record

of the Craft has always stood forward in contradiction of all imputations that have ever been made

against it ; and in all places where men are free, and can worship a Heavenly Father as their fath-

ers and their fathers' fathers have taught them, they are glad to have the assistance of the-Masonic

Fraternity, which knows no sect and no party, to mystically commence and to complete their great

and important undertakings.

The Grand Master's address at the annual occupies thirty-seven pages. He
begins with appropriate remarks upon the death of P. G. Masters James L. Lobdell

and William R. Whitaker, and P. D. G. Master Samuel O. .Scruggs; and also feel-

ingly speaks of the distinguished brethren who have died in other jurisdictions. We
give his remarks in regard to Bro. Gurney :

M. W. Bro. Theodore Tuthill Gurney, Past Grand Master and Past Grand High Priest of

Illinois, died at his home in Chicago, on 9th November. Bro. Gurney was a most distinguished

and beloved member of our Order, and had written many brilliant and instructive reports for his

Committees on Correspondence in all the Masonic bodies, which are considered as classics in the

literature of the Craft.

He devotes much space in discussing ways and means of securing relief from

the financial embarrassments growing out of the " Temple property."

He says: " I have been called upon to make but few decisions during the

year," and none of general interest are reported.

He speaks at length upon the Quebec-England controversy, but the following

summarizes his position:

The Grand Lodge of Quebec was recognized by the Grand Lodge of Louisiana in the year

1872, and is entitled to as much respect, comfort and support as any other Grand Lodge in corre-

spondence with us, and it appeals to this Grand Lodge for recognition and assistance in its present

emergency, and I think it is entitled to it.
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There is but one real way to answer the insistence of the claims that the Grand Lodge of

England puts forth, and that is to radically cut off all communication with her while she persists in

her perverse, obstinate and useless opposition to those principles. I strongly recommend that we
respond to the appeal of our brethren of Quebec, by an edict of non-intercourse between this Grand
Lodge and the Grand Lodge of England.

He reports ^604 sent for relief at Charleston, S. C.

Upon " The State of the Order :

"

From my personal observations, correspondence received during the year, and from reports

of the District Deputy Grand Masters, I am satisfied that there is a better feeling among all the

subordinate lodges throughout the State. More enthusiasm has been exhibited ; many more returns

than usual have been received on time, more dues than usual have been paid, and other evidences

have been exhibited showing that greater interest is taken in our work and meetings, all of which

must soon develop into a revival of our long lost prosperity.

It has been thought by many brethren that Masonry was more or less injured by the numer-

ous organizations that have recently been formed under the guise of secret societies, the principal

object of which was to provide for the endowment of the families of the members thereof after their

death ; but I cannot agree that any such result has thus far operated in that direction or that there

is any danger that it ever will do so. These societies are nothing but insurance companies on the

well-known plan of mutual contributions by the members thereof upon the death of any of their as-

sociates, a plan that has in many other phases proved to be, if not abortive, at least not possible to

be maintained for any great length of time, because it can only be profitable, or in any measure cer-

tain of reimbursement, to those who die early, and carries into its bosom the seeds of its own disso-

lution ; anything else that such organizations pretend to confer upon its members is delusive, and
they can never by any means have any rivalry with Masonry, which is quite a different thing, which
is founded upon an antiquity that is as respectable as it is authentic, and which has for its object

the propogation of truths as eternal as nature itself, and a mission as everlasting as the existence of

mankind. These societies cannot affect us in any way detrimentally ; many of our brethren avail .

themselves of their offers of cheap life insurance, and there is no reason why they should not do so,

there is nothing incompatible in that, but those that do know very well that there is nothing in

common in their workings with those of the Royal Art.

The Grand Secretary reports contributions of books to Grand Lodge Library.

" M. W. Henry Buist, the Grand Representative of this Grand Lodge since

1869 at the Grand East of South Carolina, and P. G. M. of said Grand Lodge," was

received with the Grand Honors.

The Report on Foreign Correspondence occupies 134 pages, and is a well writ-

ten report, from M. W. Bro. J. Q. A. Fellows. Bro. F. has had experience in this

work, but not for more than twenty years. He does not review the proceedings of

Grand Lodges as usually done ; but topically treats of the questions deemed of gen-

eral interest to the Craft, quoting the positions occupied upon these questions by the

different Grand Lodges and correspondence reporters, and also commenting thereon.

Illinois is liberally quoted, and especially Bro. Gurney's reports.

M. W. Charles F. Buck, New Orleans, Grand Master.

R. W. J. C. Batchelor, New Orleans, Grand Secretary.
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MANITOBA, 1887.

The twelfth annual communication was held at Winnipeg F'ebruary 9, 10 and

II, M. W. Alfred Pearson, Grand Master, presiding.

The Clrand Master's address is well written and well arranged. He says :

Now, is this as it should be? A man's being a Mason ought to be a guarantee of his honesty

and fidelity, not only with his brethren but all mankind. He's a Mason, should be synonymous

with he's true as steel, actuated by all that is honorable, whose word is his bond.

You and I know that such is, I am thankful to say, often the case, yet it is not always so.

What is needed to enable us to attain this great end? Is it greater rigor in the examination into

applicants' antecedents, or more of what I may term kindly mutual surveillance, or a more severe

and strict pursuit of any whom we may find violating any of those sacred principles which we have

at our Masonic altar sworn to obey and maintain ? It does seem to me as if we ought to be to a

certain extent our brother's keeper. A resolute upholding of the high moral standard of the noble

tenets of our Institution is, I think, what each one of us individually and collectively should set up

before himselfas his " Ultima Thule."

Never before since the days when the great Leveller, the despised Nazarene, trod the earth,

have the hearts of men glowed with such a fire of love for humanity as to-day, and it behooves us

as men and Masons not to put anything in the way of the grand movement, but to do our little all

to hasten forward the time when

" Man to man the whole world o'er,

Shall brothers be, tor a' that."

Glad am I to be able to congratulate you as I do upon the wonderful strides Masonry contin-

ues to make the world over, but more especially is it the case in our own jurisdiction, despite the

depression which we are still laboring under. The accession to our ranks outnumbers any previous

year. For the credit of this satisfactory showing, " pahiian ijiti meruit ferat," let him bear the

palm who deserves it.

Dispensations were freely issued. " Eight were issued for lodges to wear re-

galia at divine service, and seven to wear regalia at balls and conversazione." Dis-

pensations were issued for seven new lodges.

He says "the action of the Grand Lodge in doing away with an affiliation fee

has had a good effect."

He reports Lodges of Instruction held with much profit to the Craft. " An im-

petus was given to a better rendering of the work, and the enthusiasm manifested at

each meeting was most gratifying to me; and the evident desire to get the work up

correctly warrants me in the belief that the good done by this means is beyond esti-

mation."

M. W. Bro. Pearson has drawn the hearts of our Fraternity to him by the noble JL
and truthful words spoken of our beloved Brother Gurney : V

Amongst the dead of sister jurisdictions I would ask you to stand for a moment with me be-

side the grave of M. W. Bro. Gurney, one of the greatest of the Past Grand Masters owing allegi-

ance to the Grand Lodge of Illinois.
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In mourning the death of M. W. Bro. Gurney, it brings to my mind the first time I met this

most distinguished brother. It was on Canadian soil, at a session of the Grand Lodge of Canada,

held in Windsor in July last, and out of that great assemblage he (Bro. Gurney) was almost the first

one to extend the right hand of fellowship, saying at the same time in his hearty way,—" Illinois

welcomes the great Northwest." I afterwards met him in his office in the great city of Chicago,

and received many courtesies at his hands, little thinking it would be the last time that I should, on

this earth, look upon his face again.

The whole Masonic world has suffered an almost irreparable loss in the death of this brother.

" He opened his mouth with wisdom and the law of kindness was on his tongue." Of him it can

truly be said, " A prince and a great man is fallen in Israel this day."

He is gone, but his memory liveth.

He is dead ; his example is here.

The sweetness and fragrance it giveth

Will linger for many a year.

May the occasion for like eulogies to M. W. Bro. Pearson be long deferred.

The reports of D. D. G. Masters show that they have faithfully discharged the

duties assigned them.

Accessions are reported to the Grand Lodge Library, and one hundred dollars

set apart for library purposes.

Upon motion, it was " Resolved, That the M. W. Grand Master do appoint a

committee to procure and present a suitable testimonial to M. W. Bro. Alfred

Pearson."

No Report on Correspondence.

Lodges, 30; members, 1,568.

M. W. Thomas Clark, Winnipeg, Grand Master.

R. W. William G. Scott, Winnipeg, Grand Secretary.

MARYLAND, 1886.

The semi-annual communication was held in Baltimore May nth and 1 2th.

The Grand Lodge was opened with R. W. George T. McCahan, Deputy Grand

Master, wielding the gavel. Credential Committee made report. The Standing

Committees were announced.

The Grand Pursuivant was directed to inform the M. W. Grand Master, the Grand Lodge

was opened in due form and awaited his pleasure.
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The Grand Master's entrance was proclaimed by the Grand Marshal; the Grand Honors were

given, after which he took the gavel tendered him by the R. W. Deputy Grand Master.

M. W. Thomas J. Shryock's address shows him to be an able, zealous Grand

Master. We quote his opening words :

Brethren of the Grand Lodge, we are again, for the 199th time, assembled in semi-annual

communication to review the work of the past, and to legislate for the future.

The broad principles of our great Fraternity are daily growing in importance, in the effect

they are having for good upon our present civilization, and their benign influences are being felt in

every grade of society. No human institution wields such a vast influence as does Freemasonry.

Nothing can compare with it, except it be the religion of the Holy Bible. Being, therefore, of such

vast importance to the world at large, and us in particular, let us not lightly, or with undue haste,

pass over the business that may come before us at this session, but weigh all matters calmly, and

decide after mature deliberation ; remembering that what we do is not alone for to-day, but must

pass down to posterity, and have its effect for good or evil for all time. It has occurred to my mind

that we, as Freemasons, do not appreciate the privileges we enjoy as such. To me, to become a

Freemason was in reality the greatest honor that could be conferred upon me "by king, prince or

potentate," and, in my Masonic life I have endeavored to keep this fact constantly before me. My
impression is, that if we did appreciate it more fully, Freemasonry would be held in higher rever-

ence by the profane.

Upon assuming the highest ofiice in the gift of the Fraternity, I did so with considerable mis-

givings as to my ability to administer its functions properly and wield its prerogatives wisely; but

having the highest appreciation of the honor conferred upon me, I determined that, if it were in my
power, I would render to you a creditable account of my stewardship at the expiration of the term

for which I have been elected. To wear the mantle of such mpn as those who have preceded

me is a privilege which the loftiest might be proud to merit, and equal to any that the highest

authority can bestow ; yet, at the same time, a firm determination to do my whole duty, and to do

that which appeared to be for the best interest of the Fraternity, nerved and strengthened me for the

task your favor conferred.

He reports an improved financial condition, and a reduction of interest on the

temple debt. He thinks any other organization than Masons would have worried of

the burden, and repudiated the indebtedness. Reports fifty-seven official visits to

constituent lodges during the six months. Eight decisions, based upon local law,

are announced.

He reports a large correspondence, and says he has answered whether coming

through the W. Master or not but suggests that communications should come through

the proper channel. We think the intimation that the W. M., is the only proper

channel through which the Grand Master .should be approached, is a misconception

of the rights of the Craft, and the duties of the Grand Master. He "who rules and

governs is not the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, or of the lodges in his territory,

but he is Grand Master of Masons in such territory. And he should hearken to the

voice of a brother, whether he is an officer or not."

A question is often presented to, the Grand Master because the brother pro-

pounding it disagrees with the rulings of the W. Master. The W. Master might re-

fuse to submit it to the Grand Master, because he often supposes he knows as much as

the Grand Master. This may be so, but the brother ought to have the right to an

answer from the official head. We had the forty thousand Ma.sons of Illinois shieing



MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE. 51

conundrums at us for two years, and we know the labor required to answer all, but

we did it.

He speaks words of cheer for the Grand Lodge library ; reports dispensations

for elections and to confer degrees in short time. Is in favor of the Grand Lodge

having supervision of the Correspondence Committee, and eliminating from the re-

port objectionable matter. No action was taken upon this recommendation.

The Grand Inspectors and Grand Lecturers report improvement in the work.

A Report on Correspondence of one hundred and forty pages appears, signed by

William J. Wroth, Chairman. He succeeds Bro. Gorgas, but has had considerable

experience in reporlorial work. He favors perpetual jurisdiction, and " is ec|ually

firm on the question of prerogatives of Grand Masters." Under Connecticut we find

the following :

One of the lodges asked permission to elect and confer the degrees of Masonry upon a man
who had lost his right arm. The Committee on Jurisprudence reported as follows, which was

adopted, and we think very properly :

" Your committee respectfully report that the Grand Lodge has no power to grant the prayer

of the petitioner as presented. It was no doubt the intention to petition this Grand Lodge to grant

permission for St. Andrew's Lodge to receive the application of a gentleman physically disqualified

to receive the degrees of Masonry ; as imder those circumstances the granting of the request would

be an infringment upon the Ancient Landmarks of Freemasonry, and the Ancient Landmarks are

the supreme law, and cannot be changed or abrogated even by the Grand Lodge, we respectfully

recommend that the petitioners be given leave to withdraw."

He favors a fourth degree, that of Past Master. He devotes four pages to Illi-

nois, 1885. He compliments the Craft on the fact that in the absence of Grand

Master Thomas from the jurisdiction, R. W. A. T. Darrah, Deputy Grand Master,

discharged the duties in a "patient, intelligent and satisfactory manner." He quotes

from the address of the Grand Master also from the Acting Grand Master's address.

Favors Schools of Instruction, and thinks weak lodges, not self-sustaining, are not

desirable in any jurisdiction. Mentions the report of the Board of Examiners as an

excellent and exhaustive one. Compliments Bro. Hooper for his able and beautiful

oration. Says he " has read Bro. Gurney's report with more than ordinary interest;

that he writes well and expresses himself in very lucid style."

He thinks the brethren ought to know all about a profane before receiving his

petition for the degrees, and thinks one year's residence within the jurisdiction of

the lodge is entirely too short a time. Thinks Grand Masters should answer all

letters, whether coming from officers of lodges or not, and we think it as much his

duty to write to one brother as another. He thinks the Grand Lodge of Iowa, in

M. W. Bro. Granger, had the right man for Grand Master. Bro. Wroth says a can-

didate for the degrees must "be perfect," without "maim or defect," as he under-

stands it, but thinks the requirement too exacting for speculative Masonry. The

"Ancient Charges" say, "having no maim or defect in his body that may render him

uncapable of learning the art of serving his master's lord." In Illinois we require
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that he have "no maim or defect in his body that may render hint incapable of con-

forming literally to what the several degrees require." And we think this the proper

interpretation of the Ancient Charges.

In reviewing Nevada, in regard to perpetual jurisdiction, Bro. Wroth says :

We knew of a man once who was a convicted felon—had served out his time in prison—was

rejected material of a lodge : and another lodge, which did not believe in perpetual jurisdiction,

gave him the degrees. He then went to the lodge which had rejected him, and claimed to be recog-

nized. But he failed. Would it not have been better if he had >?^<;f been made ? If the right claimed

by the rejecting lodge had been recognized ?

Members, 4,869.

M. W. Thomas J. Shryock, Baltimore, Grand Master.

R, W. Jacob n. Medairy, Baltimore, Grand Secretary.

MARYLAND, i8S6.

The one hundredth annual communication was held at Baltimore November

i6th, 17th and iSth, R. W. George L. McCahan, Deputy Grand Master, presiding.

After the Grand Lodge was opened in due form, M. W. Thomas J. Shryock, Grand

Master, was notified of the fact, and that the Grand Lodge awaited his pleasure.

His entrance was proclaimed by the Grand Marshal ; the Grand Honors were given,

after which he took the gavel tendered him by the R. W. Deputy Grand Master.

"The Grand Master declared the Grand Lodge opened in Ample Form."

This is more vermilion tape than we are accustomed to here, but if those good

brethren enjoy it we shall not object. The Grand Master's address is an excellent

paper. We offer no apology for quoting from it

:

Almost coincident with the history of the Republic, was first instituted the Grand Lodge of

Maryland. The war which secured American Independence had hardly ceased, when, upon the

soil of this State— the first dedicated to civil and religious liberty—an. assembly was appropriately

held, which inaugurated the beneficent existence and work of this Grand Lodge in 1787, just four

years after the recognition of the nation's independence.

Thus ninety-nine and one-half years ago, this body was organized. Since then it has gather-

ed in semi-annual communication two hundred consecutive times. It has seen Freemasonry grow

from a small and feeble beginning to a mighty organization, binding thousands of men together in a

revered brotherhood.

One hundred years ! Think of it, brethren ! How many changes has that period witnessed ?

How many historic events it has recorded? How many convulsions it has survived? It saw the

infancy of the Republic, when we were but thirteen sparsely settled States : it saw that beneficent
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instrument, the Constitution of the United States, adopted and applied ; it saw the right to navigate

the high seas vindicated by a young Power then hardly twenty-one years old. It has witnessed

the application of steam to all the varied purposes of civilized life ; the revelations of electricity, and

all the wonders of that mysterious phenomenon ; it has seen the little Republic, by whose cradle it

sat, grow into a continental empire of thirty-eight States, ribbed with iron rails, upon which oscil-

lates the commerce of a hemisphere. Wonderful changes it has observed in that eventful and his-

toric period.

In the bosom of a century, such as the last, are stored the most wonderful achievements and

events of the earth's existence. Wars and calamities, progress and development have filed before

it ; death, disaster and disease have marched in ghastly procession, and constant changes have

marked the period as a stupendous step upward and forward for humanity.

But while all around changes have been perpetually going on inform and substance, tenets and

mission, Masonry has not changed. It has grown from a small to a larger body, but that is all.

Improvement has been everywhere in that century of time save here
; for the truik is J>cr/ection at

all limes and amid ail changes. Builded upon the immutable foundation of Truth, Love and

Justice, it has seen the old pass away and the new adjust itself to the varying caprices of an ener-

getic age, while it alone has fitted all times, all seasons and all events. Itsprinciples beingperfect

,

could not change ; its truths being immortal, could not grow old; its ble.ssings being perennial,

could not stale. And so, after the lapse of one hundred years, we meet to-night to commemorate a

centennial ; to bow uncovered before the memories of our dead ; to reverently close the century

behind us ; to begin with fresh fervor the grander century before us, and with careful hands and

dutiful hearts to continue the work committed to us through all the centuries that have tested and

hallowed our beloved Order.

He says he had intended visiting every lodge in the jurisdiction, " Init the sad-

dest and bitterest of domestic afflictions had prevented."

He reports the Craft prosperous. " Brotherly love apparently prevails. The
lodges have, with few exceptions, plenty of work, and their financial condition is

gradually improving." The work of Grand Inspectors was gratifying. He had

not been called upon for any decisions. Dispensations had been granted to elect

officers to attend funerals and to form a lodge to work in the German language.

He reports a visit at his home from M. W. Bro. Theo. S. Parvin. He reports

the unveiling of the monument erected to Bro. John DeKalb, Baron, at Annapolis.

Laying the corner-stone for a Masonic Temple at Bel Air; of the Baker Mission

Cliapel at Baltimore, and of a church edifice for the M. E. Church, South, in Balti-

more.

More than $2,000 was contributed for relief at Charleston. He reports prepara

tions for celebrating the centennial of fhe organization of the Grand Lodge in May.

An instructive oration by
J. Morrison Harris occupies ten pages of the volume.

The Committee on Centennial Celebration submitted a report, in which it ap-

pears •' that it has been determined to make the occasion a demonstration of Blue

Lodge Masonry entirely."

No Report on Correspondence.

Lodges, 78 ; members, 4,937.

M. W. Thos. J. Shryock, Baltimore, Grand Master.

R. W. Jacob B. Medairy, Baltimore, Grand Secretary.
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MASSACHUSETTS, 1886.

A special communication was held at Northampton August 26th, for the pur-

pose of laying the corner-stone of a new courthouse, M. W. Abraham H. Ilowland,

Jr., Grand Master, officiating. The communication was held in accordance with the

recjue-st of the County Commissioners of the County of Hampshire. At the conclu-

sion of the ceremonies an interesting address was delivered by the Grand Master.

We quote:

Our Fraternity is in sympathy with the just interpretation and execution of all laws. It is

rooted in defence of public order and good government. Its Ancient Landmarks still remain, viz :

we agree to obey the moral law ; to be peaceable citizens, and to cheerfully conform to the laws of

the country in which we reside ; we promise not to be engaged in plots and conspiracies against the

government; we agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrate, to work diligently, live

creditably and act honorably by all men.

Believing that such principles tend to make good citizens, peaceable communities, and pros-

perous states, and that their influence is strengthened by, and strengthens, public regard for and the

execution of the laws, it is preeminently proper that, on this occasion the Grand Lodge of Massa-

chusetts should express its interest in and sympathy with the purposes for which this edifice is to

be erected, by assisting in these initial ceremonies.

Again, it is a special pleasure to stand on this ground, as the representative of the flourishing

society of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, when one remembers that more than a century ago

the seeds of Masonry were here planted and nurtured, which, surviving frost and cold and snow,

neglect, opposition and rebellion, grew, blossomed and scattered their seeds, year after year, up and

down this fertile valley, over the lowlands, on the hill-sides, up the mountain slopes, until Masonry

has become a great moral power in this valley and the adjacent counties.

After giving the early history of the country where the Grand Lodge was being

held, and of Masonry, he proceeds

:

In turning our attention to the present, and lifting our eyes upon the scenes about us, we may
well be astonished at the marvellous changes in a century. Then scattered hamlets ; outreaching

farms ; a semi-frontier ; agriculture was the chief occupation ; the people were struggling under the

debt, tax and sorrow of a devastating war, but a few brethren gathered in brotherhood and sym-

pathy, teaching and learning the sublime tenets of our Order.

Now there is beauty on every hand; the valley is filled with the hum of industry
;
great pub-

lic beneficent institutions lift themselves above the tree-tops ; schools and colleges stand on nearly

every roadside; villages nestle in every valley and citjes rise up on the hill-sides ; thrift, energy, in-

telligence seem well-nigh universal, while the few of Berkshire and Hampshire Lodges have become

this long array of brethren, clothed in the Regalia of the Order, upholding the same banner which

was unfurled in this valley a century ago, and still teaching the same truths of Relief, Tputh,

Charity and Brotherhood which Putnam, Tupper, Porter and their brethren taught and lived. The
log meeting-house has been superseded by costly and beautiful structures ; the court-house, low and

uncomfortable, around which a century ago the insurgents gathered and from which the courts were

driven, has given way to the demands of an increased population, until a larger and more com-

modious structure, demanded by still further need, is here to be erected.

A quarterly cominuni cation was held at the Masonic Temple in the City of

Boston, September 8th. Business of a local character was transacted. Five thous-

and dollars was appropriated out of the surplus fund to the Masonic Education and

Charity Trust.
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A special was held at Amesbury, October 13th, where new apartments for War-

ren Lodge were dedicated with Masonic ceremonies.

The regular quarterly or annual communication was held in the City of Boston.

December Sth. The Grand Master's address is an excellent one. We give his

opening

:

Bkethren ov the Grand Lodge :—Again we are duly assembled in annual session. The
sands of time stay not ; they pass almost imperceptibly away, and, to our surprise, the last sands of

this year are falling. It seems not long since you exalted me to this high station for the first time.

Three years have since rolled away. The worlc, then undertaken by me with gratitude to you and

distrust of my own strength and capability, has been accomplished for better or worse, and to-day I

look back upon three years freighted with happy memories to me and with increased prosperity to

the Fraternity.

I am not unmindful of our dependence upon the Allwise Disposer of human events and of His

good will toward us. I am truly grateful for the strength accorded me, and for the blessing which

has constantly attended me. I rejoice in the Divine favor which has been vouchsafed to the lodges

and brethren throughout our jurisdiction.

We may justly congratulate ourselves and the Craft universal upon our progress and condi-

tion during the current year. Harmony and concord have prevailed among the lodges ; improve-

ment has been made in our ritualistic ceremonies ; our financial condition, both in the lodges and

Grand Lodge, show increased balances on the right side ; and fraternal relationships have been con-

tinued and extended.

Fitting tributes are paid to a large number of "true Masons" who had laid

down their working tools.

He reports a large number of visits to lodges. "Special authorizations," dis-

pensations and warrants were issued with a liberal hand. A petition for a new lodge

was refused "because to-day there is a sufficient number of lodges in the State."

He reports seventeen Schools of Instruction held, which were " characterized

by deep interest and increasing proficiency in the work and lectures of our ritual."

Five hundred dollars was appropriated for the use of the Committee on

Charities.

R. W. Henry Endicott, of ("ambridge, received four hundred and fifteen, the

whole number of votes cast, for Grand Master. He was notified of his election, and

responded as follows :

Most Worshipful Grand Master and Brethren of the Grand Lodge :— I thank you

for this expression of your good will, and for the confidence in me which has elected me Grand

Master of Masons in Massachusetts. It is an honor, certainly, to him who can faithfully and in-

telligently discharge the important duties of the office ; but, when I recall the honored names of

those who have presided over the deliberations of this Grand Lodge, I feel keenly my own inability

to fulfill its obligations in that correct and acceptable manner which has characterized my pre-

decessors.

Brethren, in accepting this position, while recognizing as 1 do its responsibilities, I rely upon

your generous cooperation and loyal support. Let us devote ourselves anew to the service of this

Grand Lodge, which in times past has been a tower of strength. The future holds still more in

store for us, if we press forward with united effort towards our common end, the welfare of humanity.
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The stated communication was held December 28th, for the purpose of installing

the Grand Officers, and celebrating the F'east of St. John the Evangelist.

A Past Grand Master's jewel was presented to Bro. Ilowland.

Of the Grand Feast it is said :

Two hundred and six brethren sat down at the hountifuUy supphcd tables, and seemed to dis-

cuss with great gusto the various subjects set before them ; seasoning the toothsome morsels with

the merry joke and hearty laugh " from pure digestion bred."

The following toasts were responded to :

To the memory of the Holy Saints John ! May the unwavering strength of the one and the

loving tenderness of the other be a light to lead us in the way their feet have trod.

To the memory of our illustrious brother, George Washington.

To the memory of the brethren who have left us I They answer not to the call of our hearts,

but their memory abides as an inspiration to nobler living.

To the whole Fraternity, wheresoever dispersed I May health, plenty and peace abound, and

every moral and social tie cement us.

Beautiful addresses follow.

The proceedings of fifty-five Grand Lodges are reported as received and placed

in the Grand Lodge Library.

This Grand Lodge does not indulge in a Report on Foreign Correspondence.

M. W. Henry Endicott, Boston, Grand Master.

R. W. S. D. Nickerson, Bostcn, Grand Secretary.

MICHIGAN, 1887.

The large volume (484 pages) under review gives the proceedings of special

communications held at Alma, May 14, 1S86, at the laying of a corner-stone for

" The Central Normal School and Business College ;
" at Grand Rapids, December

23, 1886, for the purpose of dedicating a new hall for Doric Lodge, No. 342, and

of the forty-third annual commmunication held in the city of Detroit, January 25th

and 26th. At the annual communication the officers of the Grand Lodge were all

present. Brother Michael Shoemaker, Grand Master, presiding. Twelve Past Grand

Masters were present.

The Grand Master's address is a well arranged account of his labors. He says :
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In a jurisdiction as large as that of Michigan, with nearly four hundred lodges, and with over

twenty-eight thousand members, the business of the office of Grand Master is necessarily onerous,

and sometimes requires the exercise of authority in cases of a disagreeable nature, but as a whole

the transactions of the past year have been of a pleasant character, and indicate a state of general

prosperity in the Order.

We have been visited by no serious calamity, and the Angel ot Death lias touched our juris-

diction with a light hand when we take into consideration the great number of prominent members

of the Fraternity who have arrived at, or passed, the allotted age of man.

He reports the reniuval of thirteen lodges to "new and suitable halls. " Dis-

pensations were granted for three new lodges.

The Grand Master recommends a strict adherence to the rule that " mere non-

payment of dues ought not to subject a Mason to suspension, unless shown to be due

to un Masonic conduct—brethren who are able and will not pay their dues."

Under the head of rulings, he says :

The Grand Master is not " required to give his rulings upon Masonic law, unless asked to do

so by a Master of a lodge, or by resolution of a lodge under seal," but he cannot well avoid doing

so. The questions on which his decision is asked come frequently from parties who feel aggrieved

by the action of the Master, or of the lodge, and who question its legality under Masonic law. I

have promptly answered all letters and questions coming to me from members of the Fraternity, not

only as a matter of courtesy, but also from a sense of duty. This, of course, involves a large

amount of time and labor, but it is, I think, unavoidable consistent with the due regard for the

interest of the Cr.aft.

Thirty-nine decisions are reported. A few only differ from the practice in this

jurisdiction. He decides that "in the absence of the Worshipful Master and Senior

Warden, the Junior Warden must preside in the East, open and close the lodge and

conduct the affairs of the meeting; and that he cannot call upon a Past Master to

officiate." In this jurisdiction the Junior Warden, after convening the lodge, may

call upon a brother to preside.

He reports progress being made by trustees of the Masonic Home. Three

hundred dollars contributed from the charity fund for relief at Charleston.

The proceedings are embellished with a tine engraving of the Cjrand Master.

Past Grand Master's jewels are presented retiring Grand Masters.

P. G. M. Arthur M. Clark, Grand Lecturer, reports fifty-two Schools of In-

struction held.

The Committee on Obituaries, by Bro. Farnum, chairman, pay a fitting tribute

to Bro. Gurney

:

Brother Theodore T. Gurney, who died at his residence in Chicago, Illinois, November 9,

r886, deserves more than a passing notice from us, he having received light in Masonry within our

jurisdiction, and at the time of his death, being, as I understand, an honorary member of Siloam

Lodge, No. 35, located at Constantine.

The writer of this report had the ple.-isure of meeting our deceased Brother Gurney but once,

and then at a session of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, abo\U one year before his death, but many of
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the brethren of Michigan knew him well. He has left a bright and shining example behind him,
and in his Masonic life has taught us, that we are here on earth solving the grand problem of life,

and which will only be revealed to us in eternity.

To honor such a man after death, is not only our duty, but it furnishes an example to the

living, that theirs should be a virtuous and useful life.

Let us imitate his example in life, and his labors in the cause of Masonry. He has borne the

heat and burden of life's labor, has seen its many pleasures and anxieties, and is now reaping his

rich reward in the Grand Lodge on high.

" Peace to his ashes."

Bro. \Vm. P. Innes, Committee on Correspondence, also tnentions our deceased

Bro. Gurney, as follows

:

It seems as if Michigan, in this matter, shares fully with Illinois in her grief. Gurney is

claimed by Michigan. Here he first saw "light ;
" his friends all live here, and their name is legion.

The Masonic world will miss him ; his Reports on Correspondence fill a niche in Masonic

literature that cannot easily be duplicated.

[Alas! Alas! After writing our review of this Grand Jurisdiction, the mournful intelligence

reaches us that our beloved friend and Brother, Theodore T. Gurney, has passed from earth to

heaven ; his mortal has put on immortality ; death is swallowed up in victory, and his labors have

not been in vain in the Lord.

Brother Gurney was honored in social and civil life for his varied ability, integrity and ster-

ling honesty.

As a Mason, his removal from our ranks cannot be loo deeply deplored.

He was a kind and affectionate husband and parent, a fast friend, an upright citizen and an

honest man.

To his family we offer the sincerest sympathy of the entire Fraternity, and in this, their hour

of affliction, and commend them to the Great God who ruleth the destiny of man
]

A beautiful memorial page is dedicated to Brother Gurney.

The Report on Correspondence is voluminous, occupying 30S pages, yet it is

nearly entirely made up of extracts from the proceedings of other Grand Lodges.

He says :
" I believe in quoting from the several proceedings, and not being too

free with comments, giving the brothers the law and allowing them to do their own
thinking." We do not object to quoting liberally, but think comments of approval

or disapproval, with reasons therefor, render a report more readable and valuable.

Bro. Innes is opposed to joint occupancy of lodge rooms. He commends the

efforts of Iowa brethren in collecting a Grand Lodge Library to the brethren of

Michigan. Bro. I. gives liberal space (20 pages) to Illinois proceedings, 1886, and

says he quotes more largely from the Correspondence Report because it is the last

work of the able Gurney.

Lodges, 354; members, 28,470.

M. W. Rufus C. Hathevvay, Grand Rapids, Grand Master.

R. W. William P. Innes, Grand Rapids, Grand Secretary.
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MINNESOTA, 1886.

Tlie thirty third annual comniunicatitjn was held at the city of St. Paul, January

1 2th and 13th, M. W. Henry R. Denny, Grand Master, presiding. The useless

form, as we think, of opening a Master Mason's lodge, was gone through with pre-

vious to opening the Grand Lodge. Representatives of one hundred and twenty-

seven lodges responded to roll call.

The Grand Master began his address as follows :

The expiration of another year brings us to the threshold of this our tliirty-third annua!

communication.

It has pleased the Supreme Architect of the Universe to again permit us to meet upon the

level and clasp the hand of brotherly love and affection, strengthening and cementing the bond

which unites us—and I again give to you all a warm, fraternal greeting, congratulating you upon

the continued favorable condition of Masonry within this jurisdiction.

Since we last assembled here the events of a year have been irrevocably fixed upon the pages

of history.

Let us rejoice with those to whom it has brought joy, while we extend our heartfelt sympa-

thy to those who have been called to suffer grief and adversity.

During the year many have passed beyond the bourne from whence no traveler returns,

among them, two who have been active members of our Grand Lodge: Bro. Daniel F. Brawley,

first Senior Grand Warden of this Lodge, and Bro. Clark W. Thompson, Past Junior Grand War-

den.

Then follows a brief biographical sketch of these brethren. The Grand Master

reported the lodges chartered at the last annual constituted, and officers installed,

and dispensations issued for five new lodges.

He decided that lodges for instruction could not be held, in the absence of the

regular officers of the lodge, unless a D. D. G. M. was present, or some one acting

by special authority of the Grand Master.

Reported laying the corner-stone for a new court house and city hall at St.

Paul October 13th, on which occasion two thousand Masons were present.

District Deputy Grand Masters appointed to visit lodges and give instruction in

the ritual, and thinks they ought to be compensated by the Grand Lodge for their

services. Says: "As a general thing the weaker lodges are most in need of in-

struction and least able to pay the expenses attendant upon receiving it."

The Grand Secretary presents a complete report of his official acts. Under

the head of "phototypes" he says :

At the last session a resolution was adopted to procure phototypes of the old Past Grand
Masters, and have two inserted in the Grand Lodge proceedings of each year, until all that could

be obtained were presented ; to be followed by the retiring Grand Master each year.

This action of the Grand Lodge has been very complimentarily commented upon by the

Committees on Foreign Correspondence of very many of the Grand Lodges.
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For the proceedings of the present session I have secured phototypes of Past Grand Masters

Moses Sherburn and Charles Griswold.

We find the proceedings embellished with excellent portraits of the brethren

mentioned.

The Grand Treasurer's report shows the linances of the Grand Lodge to be in

good Condition.

An excellent oration from Bio. George Wells I.amson, Grand Orator, appears

in the proceedings. His subject was " Human Character."

Bro. A. T. C. I'ierson, Grand Secretary and Representative of the Graml Lodge

of Illinois, presented the Report on Masonic Correspondence. He reviews fifty-four

Grand Lodges, occupying i lo pages. The report is interspersed with but few com-

ments of the reporter. He sustains the action of the Grand Master of Alabama:
" Where an objector to the initiation of a candidate states the reasons for his objec-

tion, the lodge may determine the validity of the objection."

Says in Minnesota " Proficiency and not time is the rule, hence our Grand Mas-

ters are not called upon for dispensations to advance in short time." This is the

rule in Illinois.

In writing of "prerogatives" he reminds Bro. Vincil that the oftice of Grand

Master is older than Constitutions.

He thinks the Grand Master of Michigan in the following "went outside of

the record: " In an obituary notice he says, " He was during all his life an earnest,

consistent, patriotic Democrat, laboring always, by all honorable means, for the

success of his party." And we agree that such commendations should find no place

in Masonic addresses or writings.

Correctly holds that an unaffiliated Mason may apply for membership anywhere

without regard to residence, but thinks more than one black ball should be required

to reject for affiliation. Does not see how the "regularity, legality and Masonic

quality" of another organization can be determined by a Grand Lodge. Does not

quite comprehend the logic of perpetual jurisdiction. He approves one ballot for

the degrees.

Bro. Pierson gives Illinois fraternal notice. Approves the resolution adopted

by our Grand Lodge, " that the use of diplomas and other documents, as collateral

evidence of Masonic attainments, tends to lessen and discourage that proficiency in

esoteric knowledge which it should be the honest pride of every Craftsman to possess."

Sorry that he thinks "if the representatives of lodges should be overshadowed by

permanent members of the Grand Lodge," that it would be better.

Lodges, 149; members, 7,528; gain, 389.

M. W. R. H. Gove, Rochester, Grand Master.

R. W. A. T. C. Pierson, St. Paul, Grand Secretary.
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MISSOURI, 1886.

The sixty-sixth annual communication was held in St. Louis October 12th, 13th

and 14th, M. W. James W. Boyd, Grand Master, presiding.

The Grand Master's address abounds in wholesome advice to the Fraternity,

and fully sets forth his official acts during the year. We give his opening words :

Brethken of the Grand Louc.e of Missouri :

" Again the silent wheels of time,

Their annual round have driven,"

Bringing us to the sixty-sixth annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Missouri.

We have gathered here to consider what has been done during the year, and to prepare for

still greater things for the years to come.

I trust we have come up to this communication, imbued with the true Masonic spirit, feeling

a deep sense of the responsibility which here devolves upon us; determined to lay aside all selfish

tendencies, to rise above all personal motives, and to join hands in putting forth our best efforts to

form such plans, promulgate such doctrines, enact such laws and to project such benevolent enter-

prises as shall redound to the glory and honor of Freemasonry in all the years to come.

We have come into the possession of a goodly heritage ; our lots have fallen in pleasant

places. We are traveling the highway of Masonic prosperity, thrown up from the rough stones, by
those who have gone before us ; we arc reaping the golden harvest, which was sown amid trials and
tribulation, discouragement and disasters, by a handful of our brethren, faithful and earnest, who
now rest from their labors.

They planned and labored for the success we now enjoy ; let us imitate them ; and labor and
plan and work for those who are to follow. Let us do something worthy of the golden opportunity

which is thus thrust upon us. Only six and a half decades of years ago this Grand Lodge was or-

ganized. At its organization only three subordinate lodges were represented. Only three ! Now
there are more than five hundred and thirty. Now there are more than five hundred and thirty

altars in the State of Missouri, upon which the " triplet lights" cease not, day nor night, to reflect

the rays of those triplet jewels—" Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth ;
" altars from which the holy

incense of Faith, Hope and Charity ever and ever ascends, and around which more than twenty-five

thousand Masons are learning the higher and holier duties of a true Masonic manhood, and who are

going forth, from the sacred presence of these living Shekinahs, vipon their missions of Peace and

Good Will— to raise the fallen, strengthen the weak, cheer the faint, relieve the distressed, wait by

the watch-fires of the lonely, comfort the desolate, help the destitute, attend the sick, soften the

pillow of the dying, and to bury our dead.

Within this Grand Jurisdiction, since this Grand Lodge was organized. Masonry has exerted

an influence for good which cannot be measured by the flight of years, nor estimated by the lapse

of time ; an influence which, I doubt not, will yet increase as the years go by, and which will roll

on and on, in its ever-widening channel, even down to the " last syllable of recorded time ,
" an

influence at once elevating, purifying, ennobling in its character, and which has permeated with its

charitable benedictions every nook and corner of our Empire State.

Speaks fraternally of deceased brethren. He reports that by peremptory orders

he succeeded in having every lodge send in their returns. Says: " The business

of this office which needed to be recorded has been transacted through the office of

the Grand Secretary." Reports granting dispensations for laying corner stones,

dedicating halls, holding elections, removals, etc. Dispensations granted for nine

new lodges. Reports Schools of Instruction held with much profit to the Craft. A
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number of charters were arrested because lodges refused to correct members who

were engaged in the saloon business.

He decides that while lodges in a city have concurrent jurisdiction, their juris-

diction is not confined to the city limits, but extends to persons outside, if residing

nearer city lodges. This was approved by the Grand Lodge. This question has

given us much trouble in Illinois, but the above is in accordance with our regula-

tions, and is right.

Representatives appointed near other Grand Lodges. He says the District

Deputies have been faithful and done good work, and that they are entitled to grati-

tude for services rendered purely for the good of Masonry. Recommends a liberal

appropriation to aid brethren and other sufferers at Charleston. Says " Masonry in

this jurisdiction is in a prosperous condition," but that a number of weak lodges are

languishing, and that ''it may be necessary to send a fresh message of love and

truth." Acknowledges the faithful and efficient services of M. W. Brother Vincil,

Grand Secretary.

The Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer make complete reports. M. W.
Rob't Morris visited the Grand Lodge, and was appropriately received. Afterwards

during the session he delivered an interesting address, which appears in the pro-

ceedings.

The Committee on Appeals and Grievances make an interesting report of ten

cases disposed of. Their report is printed in full. Report in favor of a Masonic

Home was adopted, and ten thousand dollars pledged by the Grand Lodge out of

securities now on hand, and the committee directed to solicit contributions.

M. W. Bro. Vincil presents, as usual, a very interesting Report on Masonic

Correspondence. He says "the various topics heretofore discussed by us at length

have been so fully discussed that it would be mere repetition to review them." And
yet we find that he has his say. He reviews the proceedings of fifty-four Grand

Lodges, devoting 147 pages to the work.

He thinks the right of objection to the conferring of any of the degrees should

be as sacredly guarded as the right to cast a secret ballot. We agree where the ob-

jection is to initiation, but when the candidate is initiated, and becomes a brother

Mason, the validity of the objection ought to be enquired into by the lodge. Give

him a trial upon the objections, and if he is unfit for advancement, prefer charges

and expel him, for he is unfit to be retained as a brother. He thinks a Quaker may

be received upon affirmation. That it is the obligation that makes the Mason, and

that an affirmation is as binding as an oath. We can see no objection to this.

We have noticed Bro. Vincil's tenacious opposition to the payment of mileage

and per diem to representatives of lodges, and have wondered why it was so. We
find his reasons here stated.

Under the head of Idaho he copies the following from the report of Bro. Davis,

correspondent

:
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Bro. Vincil is radically opposed to the mileage and per diem system, and on this question we
do not agree with him. We can see no reason why brethren should leave their homes and business,

sometimes at great expense and inconvenience, to attend to the affairs of the general Craft, and not

have at least their expenses paid. If the services of these brethren in the Grand Lodge are worth

nothing, then do away with Grand Lodge, and not have a junketing place where the well-to-do or

the extravagant alone may meet for pleasure and glory. If, however, they are of benefit to the

Craft, then let the Craft pay in part for what it gets, and not make the burden of the whole fall upon

the shoulders of the few. We notice that Bro. Vincil draws salaries amounting to $3,000 per year.

Why not give his services gratuitously ? He who labors for a day, and in a small way, is as worthy
of his hire as he who does more extended work in longer time. The question is a pertinent one.

And Bro. Vincil replies as follows:

Our theory is, let each lodge pay the expenses of its own delegates to the Grand Lodge, and
then the representation will not be excessive, and legislation will not be hindered by great numbers.

If the attendance of representatives from only a few of the lodges is desirable,

then Missouri is making progress in this direction, for we find that out of 526 char-

tered lodges in this jurisdiction, only 179 lodges (about one-third) were represented.

It seems desirable, however, that Past Grand Masters should be in attendance, for

we find that a pay roll is provided for them, and that twelve were in attendance. In

Illinois, under the mileage and per diem system, we have a full representation of

lodges. The Worshipful Masters of weak lodges attend the Grand Lodge and par-

ticipate in its legislation, and return home with a higher appreciation of Freemasonry

and stimulated with renewed zeal for our Fraternity. And this large body disposes

of the business of the Grand Lodge satisfactorily in the same length of time that our

Missouri brethren require. A full representation being had, and all taking a part in

the business of the session, the legislation is more stable, and this is desirable. Fre-

quent changes in regulations cause much trouble. A few years ago the Grand Lodge

of Missouri, with a minority of lodges from St. Louis and the cities represented,

adopted a regulation prohibiting joint occupancy of halls. We had the honor of

being present at the next session of this Grand Lodge, when the brethren from the

country lodges that were unable to own halls of their own, came up in their might

and swept this regulation from the records.

The mileage and per diem paid by our Grand Lodge makes a large sum in the

aggregate, but our Grand Lodge dues are light, and we keep out of debt and have

funds in the (Jrand Lodge treasury for charitable purposes, and when an emergency

arises demanding aid, the Masons of Illinois never fail to respond. To the relief of

the needy at Galveston, Texas, $1,934.77 was quickly contributed by Illinois lodges.

The Grand Master sent $200 from the Grand Lodge fund for aid at Charleston, S. C.

In response to calls for relief of flood sufferers in 1883,^4,421.68 was contril)uted,

when notice was received that no more was needed. In 1884 ;^6, 180.40 was con-

tributed for the same purpose. We like this way of securing aid better than collect-

ing it as Grand Lodge dues and paying it out of an accumulated fund, because this

is genuine charity. We did not expect to write thus much, but our good Brother

Vincil has criticised our pay roll so much that we could not resist the temptation of

showing how we do thins^s in Illinois.
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Under Tennessee Bro. Vincil approves the following from the Jurisprudence

Committee

:

Third.—There are six decisions or rulings given. All of them are approved, with this modi-

fication : He says in No. 5,
" That when an appeal has been duly prayed from the action of a lodge

reprimanding a brother, the subsequent administration of the reprimand does not vacate the appeal."

This is true but the penalty should never be inflicted during the pendency of the appeal.

A failure to observe this recommendation might leave the brother in the condi-

tion of a man who was tried and convicted for wife beating. The justice decided

that he should be punished by twenty lashes upon the naked back, and that the con-

stable should execute the judgment. The attorney for the accused entered a motion

for a new trial, and was to argue it as soon as he could go to his office and get some

law books. While he was gone the constable took the prisoner out and gave him

the whipping, and returned him to the court room. The attorney came in with his

books and began the argument for a new trial, when the prisoner pulled his coat

tail and said: " For God's sake don't ask for a new trial, for if you secure it I will

be whipped again."

Illinois proceedings, 1885, are fully reviewed. He gives to the Craft a portion

of Bro. Darrah's address, and after quoting his remarks in regard to Masonic

Orphans' Home, says: "We hope that the Craft in Missouri will keep pace with

our brethren in Illinois." Says: "The Grand Lodge closed October 8th, and on

the 22d of that month we received a copy of the proceedings containing over 400

pages. This is the best time on record. Bro. Munn is hard to beat."

He thinks Illinois has too many lodges. Gives the resolutions adopted in re-

gard to recusant lodges in Quebec. Mentions the reception of M. W. Brothers

Farnum, Roots, Zeigler and Reed. Commends Bro. Hooper's oration. Says: "An
able report on jurisprudence was made by the committee, of which Bro. Joseph

Robbins was chairman."

Says : " Bro. T. T. Gurney furnished an able and valuable contribution to

Masonic history and literature in his report." He heartily approves Bro. Gurney's

suggestions, that none but representatives from lodges should have a vote in the

Grand Lodge. Argues at length in opposition to perpetual jurisdiction.

M. W. George R. Hunt, Warrensburg, Grand Master.

R. W. John D. Vincil. St. Louis, Grand Secretary.

MISSISSIPPI, 18S7.

The sixty-ninth annual communication of this Grand Lodge was held at Jack-

son February 9th and loth, M. W. B. T. Kimbrough, Grand Master, presiding.
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Seven Past Grand Masters were in attendance. The Grand Master's address

was up to the standard in this jurisdiction, and tliis is saying much in its favor, as

Mississippi is noted for its distinguished Masons. The Grand Master opens his ad-

dress as follows :

I congratulate you, brethren, that God, in His wonderful grace, has given you health and

strength, and put it into your hearts to come up to this convocation for the promotion of morality

and Masonry. I congratulate myself, that I am permitted to behold your faces again—the faces of

so many—assembleil in this hall dedicated to the best interests of man and humanity. It is sweet

as odors from gardens of flowers to sit down with you, out of the turmoils of the world, and to listen

to your wise, unselfish councils for binding up the broken heart and scattering the blessings of

charity—charity in that deeper and broader sense— with a hand that is stayed not by sect or creed

or country limits, but is universal as the race of man.

I know it is your delight to be here where no Atheist comes ; here where Trust in God is the

pass-word, and the holy Book of the Law lies ever open before you ; here with each other to "meet

on a level and part on the square ;" here to renew your strength, and faith, and hope and love.

The year has been eventful in the sudden death of the wise and prominent of earth ; and, in

the lower ranks, the Reaper has gathered in many goodly sheaves. To those desolated homes, we
would go with the oil of consolation, and point to the evergreen at the head of the grave, and the

hope it inspires. Generally, however, the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge has been blessed with

health and happiness, and peace and plenty— thanks, under Providence, to good government—State

and National. The returns of subordinate lodges will doubtless show an average death-rate among
the Craft. Two, very prominent for their zeal, ability and usefulness—Bro. T. N. Martin, Junior

Grand Warden in 1864, and Rev. Bro. H. F. Johnson, Grand Ghaplain in 1877—will no longer cheer

us by their presence and their counsels in this Grand Lodge below, having been called during the

past summer to the rest and reward of the Temple on high. I recommend that a committee be

raised and charged with the duty of reporting suitable mention and memorial tablets of all those

brethren, entered into rest, whose virtues and useful lives entitle them to a place in the permanent

records of the Grand Lodge.

He reports two charters surrendered and three arrested. Dispensations i.ssued

to confer degrees, and that one lodge whose charter had been arrested seems not to

have been inconvenienced thereby, as it continued its work. He opposes joint

occupancy of halls, and says a profane should not view the inside of a lodge room.

His decisions reported are not of general interest. He does not hold to the physical

perfection doctrine. He reports Grand Lodge finances in good condition, and

recommends the u.sual appropriation to the Orphans' Asylum at Natchez.

He could not accept the invitation of Cirand Master Gove, of Iowa, to meet in

conference the Grand and Past Grand Masters, fearing a general congress would be

formed that will assume to control all the States. He refers the call to the Grand

Lodge for such action as they may see fit to take.

Upon recommendation of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, the Grand

Lodge of South Australia was recognized. The same committee presented the fol-

lowing resolution :
" That the Grand Lodge of Mississippi respectfully declines to

appoint delegates to, or to be represented in the Masonic Convention so-called to be

held in Chicago June 22, 1887." Which, upon motion of M. W. Bro. Speed, was

referred to a special committee of seven. We turned to page 48, where the index

directed us for the report of this committee, and find that in the proceedings before
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us the pages from 32 to 49 had been dropped out, so that we are in the dark as to

what action was taken.

M. W. Bro. Speed, as chairman, submits a report in regard to the England-

(^uebec controversy, and endorses the action of Quebec, but does not recommend

action. We find a regulation of this Grand Lodge provides that no brother shall be

tried for a Masonic offense who stands charged in the courts with a crime growing

out of the same transaction until his case is disposed of in the courts, so that he re-

tains his Masonic standing until the slow process of the courts disposes of the case.

We do not know that the judgment of the court, either of acquittal or conviction, is

admitted in Masonic trials, but if so we cannot agree.

In the able report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, presented by M. W. Bro.

Speed, we find the following which is interesting :

Question 21. In the XVth of the charges assented to by the Master elect of a lodge previous

to his installation, he is required to promise that "no visitors shall be received into your lodge with-

out due examination and producing proper vouchers of their having been initiated in a regular

lodge." What is meant by "proper vouchers ?"

Answer.—The Chairman is free to confess that he does not know, and he has never seen any

one who did know. In practice it would frequently be impracticable for a man to produce any sort

of a voucher as to the regularity of the lodge in which he was initiated, unless he had always re-

mained a member of that lodge, in which event he might carry with him a diploma, authenticated

by the Grand Secretary of the jurisdiction ; but if he has dimitted from the lodge in which he was

initiated, he was required to surrender his certificate of dimission when he petitioned for admission

into the lodge of his present membership; if he procures a new diploma its Grand Lodge certifies

to the character of the lodge in which he is at the time a member. One of our number thinks that

this producing proper vouchers " means satisfying the committee that he is a Mason in good stand-

ing in addition to his having stood a satisfactory examination." The other member thinks that " in

practice it means something showing that the Mason who has stood the test of an examination has

a right to visit the lodge." Both of these answers are about as vague and indefinite as they well

could be made, the fact being that this committee is " from one end to the other" " stumped " and

it might as well " own the corn."

As the question of the right of visitation has been discussed in this jurisdiction,

we take the liberty of giving an opinion presented by M. W. Bro. Speed in the re-

port of the Jurisprudence Committee, which is in accord with the regulations in this

jurisdiction :

We can, perhaps, best determine the extent of a member's right to object to the admission of

a visitor by considering the right of a visitor to demand admission into the lodge. In 1871 Grand
Master Fearn decided " the right of a Master Mason in good standing to visit a lodge is not abso-

lute ; any member may object, but the validity of the objection is to be determined, not by the

lodge, but by the Master." P. 15, proceedings. The Law Committee, reporting upon this deci-

sion, concurred in the first portion, and dissented from the latter, saying, "we hold that the Master

has no right to demand the objections, as that presupposes the right to set aside or overrule them,

which is not generally conceded," which report was adopted. P. 40, proceedings. Bro. Gray, who
for a number of years was the learned Chairman of our Law Committee, and who made this report,

cites in the Mystic Circle, which is one of the authorized Monitors adopted by this Grand Lodge,

page 337, the following opinion of Bro. Charles W. Moore published in the Masonic Magazine, page

227, Vol. Ill :
" No lodge is obliged under any circumstances whatever, to admit a visitor while

engaged in the transaction of the local or private business." Past Grand Master Drummond, of

Maine, who is perhaps, the ablest living jurisprudent, says: "The right of visitation is not abso-
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lute or inalienable, nor should a visitor be admitted against the objection of a member." Maine
Text Book, p. 336.

Past Grand Master Simons, of New York, who ranks next to Bro. Drummond as an author-

ity, holds that, " Members of any particular lodge have rights in it superior to the rights of Masons
belonging to other lodges, and when a member objects to the entrance of a visitor, his objection is,

and ought to be of greater weight than the claims of the visitor; for if this were not the case, the

sitting member might be obliged to leave the lodge, and thus be temporarily deprived of all his

rights therein at the order of a brother having equal rights in the Fraternity but not in the lodge."

Simons' Principles of Masonic Jurisprudence, p. 180.

The great Masonic author, Bro. Mackey, says :
" It has been deemed by many excellent

Masonic authorities, to be the prerogative of any member of a lodge to object to the admission of a

visitor when his relations to that visitor are of such a nature as to render it unpleasant for the mem-
ber to sit in lodge with the visitor." Mackey, Mas. Jur. p. 209.

The Grand Lodge of New York has decided :
" It is also the right of the lodge to refuse such

visit, if in their opinion their peace and harmony may be disturbed thereby." G. L. N. Y
, p. 210,

1858. Woodruff's Code, p. 77. And also, " The Master has power to direct the withdrawal of a

visiting brother, if harmony, etc., is disturbed." G. L. N. Y
, p. 31, 206, 1862. Woodruff's Code,

P- 77-

It is believed that authorities in support of the view that the right of visit cannot be re-

garded as an unqualified right, and that it is only conditional, and cannot be exercised regardless of

the wishes of the members of the lodge, or any one of them, can be indefinitely multipled, although

there is undoubtedly good authority to the contrary. The reasoning of the venerable Past Grand

Master Simons, of New York, cited above, is unanswerable, and summarized, it presents the question

as to whose rights are the greater, the member or the visitor's. Unquestionably the member has

the superior right there, and those of the visitor must yield before his.

After an animated discu.ssion, the views of Bro. Speed were concinTed in :

Past Grand Master Speed, after expressing his satisfaction at the advancement of Bro. De
Lap to the office of Grand Master, and after acknowledging the compliment of his reappointment on

the Law Committee, asked to be excused from service in that position during the present year.

The M. W. Grand Master, after expressing his regret at the request thus made, and that the

Grand Lodge was to be deprived, even temporarily, of the services of one who had labored with

such distinguished ability in this and other positions in the Grand Lodge, announced that the

vacancy in the Committee would be hereafter filled.

The proceedings contain reports from representatives of this Grand Lodge near

other Grand Lodges. One appears from M. W. Bro. Cregier, as the representative

near Illinois.

Bro. Barkley presents an excellent Report on Foreign Correspondence, and is

forcible and usually correct in statements and judgment. Under Alabama we linil

the following :

The following was offered and referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence :

" The Grand Lodge may reverse the decision of a subordinate lodge, whereby a brother is

suspended or expelled, which reversal shall restore the accused to all his rights and privileges in

Freemasonry, and tofull 7iieinbershif> in the subordinate lodge."

If this amendment should be adopted and become a part of the Constitution, then a suspend-

ed or expelled member will only need to petition the Grand Lodge for restoration.

The action of the Grand Lodge, should it be favorable to the individual brotlier, places him

back in the lodge with all the rights and privileges of a member, without consulting the wishes or

welfare of the subordinate lodge.
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The Grand Lodge has the power to restore a suspended or expelled brother to the rights and

privileges of Masonry, but the right to restore to membership belongs to the individual lodge. We
have too much confidence in the wisdom and sound judgment of the brethren of Alabama to believe

that they will make'any such amendment to their constitution as that contemplated by the last

clause'of the proposed amendment, and we therefore await' the report of the Committee on Corres-

pondence.

We think Bro. B. clearly in error in supposing this amendment permits the

Grand Lodge, upon petition by one who stands suspended or expelled, for restora-

tion, to restore him to membership in the lodge, as well as to Masonry. This amend-

ment says, in effect, if a brother has been tried and expelled by his lodge, and upon

an'appeal of the case to the Grand Lodge, the Grand Lodge determines that the

charges or the evidence were not sufficient to justify discipline, then the action of the

constituent lodge was erroneous and is set aside, leaving the brother a member as he

was before the trial began. If this is not right, why not ? The action of the con-

stituent lodge is entirely vacated, because declared to be unauthorized.

Illinois, 1886, received fraternal review. He compliments M. W. Bro. Darrah.

Says of the oration :

This is the product of the heart and head of Brother Isaac Clements, and is full ot bright gems

of thought and historic research.

And refers to Bro Gurney as follows

:

This report is the production of Brother T. T. Gurney. It is written in his best style. Our

heart grows sad when we think it is, perhaps, his last. He is now suffering from a stroke of paral-

ysis, in consequence of which he was unable to attend the last Grand Lodge. Our warmest sympa-

thies go out toward this good brother, whom we had learned to honor and love. His review ot

Mississippi is very fraternal. |\Ve have since received the Memorial Proceedings of the Grand

Lodge of Illinois— the funeral obsequies of our beloved and lamented brother, M. W. Theodore

Tuthill Gurney, having taken place in the city of Chicago, November 11, 1886. His eminence and

worth as a citizen and Mason were recognized in demonstrations of the most profound sorrow and

respect by the Craft and people generally of Illinois]

M. W. George De Lap, Natchez. Grand Master.

R. W. J. L. Power, Jackson, Grand Secretary.

MONTANA, 1886.

The twenty- second annual communication was held at Helena, October 6th

and 7th, M. W. Joseph Hyde, Grand Master, in the Grand East. The proceedings

are emliellished with excellent phototypes of M. W. Bro. Hyde and M. W. Hugh
Duncan, of '83 and '84. Nine Past Grand Masters were present.
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The Grand Secretary presents a good report, and it is honored with being placed

in the proceedings before the Grand Master's address. He reports that a brother

who has plenty of this world's goods, has provided in his will an endowment for a

Masonic Home and Asylum for aged and distressed Master Masons, their widows

and orphans. Would that we had more such brethren.

The Grand Master's address is brief but to the point. He begins as follows :

Brethren of the R. W. Grand Lodge op Montana:

We are again permitted to assemble around our altar and plight anew our troth to Masonry.

To those of you who have been with us so long, who have labored so many years in the ser-

vice of Masonry, we bid you tlirice welcome, and hope to have you with us with your counsel and

advice.

To those who have but recently become members of this Grand Lodge we also extend a

hearty welcome, and we bid you to work diligently, for those who have borne the heat and burden

of the day, will, ere many years, pass away, and you must be prepared to assume their duties and

responsibilities.

Brethren, we should return thanks to our Father in heaven for the many blessings bestowed

upon us during the past year. The earth has rendered her accustomed harvest ; trade in its various

branches has been fairly remunerative and our people are reasonably prosperous, contented and

happy.

Masonry, in turn has partaken, in some degree, of the prosperity of the country, as the report

of the Grand Secretary will show. Peace and tranquility seem to prevail in all the lodges. There

is not a ripple upon the surface that would seem to indicate any disturbance whatever.

Our brethren in other parts of the world have not been as fortunate as we. They have had to

contend with pestilence, fire, flood and earthquakes. Many have by these causes been rendered

homeless and destitute, and have been compelled to solicit aid. Immediately after the great fire in

Galveston I requested our Grand Secretary to forward $50 to our afflicted brethren. This act I

know will meet with your hearty approval, and our regret will be in common that our finances

would not justify us in sending more.

I am in receipt of a circular from the Grand Master of South Carolina, calling attention to the

appalling disaster that has befallen the city of Charleston. This is the first instance in the history

of our country where any considerable portion of a city has been rendered shelterless by an earth-

quake. The character and e.xtent of this disaster renders any formal appeal for aid unnecessary.

Not knowing the exact condition of our treasury, I thought it advisable not to make a donation be-

fore this session of our Grand Lodge, but refer the matter to your generous consideration.

Two dispensations were issued for new lodges. He says: "Let the lodges

be few but strong, not many and feeble." He reports only one decision, and it is

not of general interest. A few dispensations were granted. The conclusion is

worthy of perusal :

Brethren we are no longer operative Craftsmen engaged in the work of building houses to

shelter men from the inclement weather and in cultivating architecture, but we are'engaged in the

building up of human character, using the tools of our Craft as symbols in the high calling. One of

the cardinal virtues of our profession since the days when we were a Craft or guide has been temper-

ance. Be temperate in all things has been one of the mottoes, to the end that we may be properly

qualified to perform the work before us.

NO dissipated craftsman

in ancient times could perform such labor as would entitle him to wages. This being true in

operative Masonry, how much less can such a member in this age of speculative Masonry build up
a character worthy of our profession.
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While total abstinence in the use of intoxicating liquors has not been inculcated by our Order,

temperance in their use certainly has been. We are a Fraternity ; we profess to bear each other's

burdens ; we are our brother's keeper. 1 would suggest in all brotherly kindness, and without

any disposition to be censorious, whether or not a brother in our Order is living up to his profes-

sions, when engaged in the sale, as a beverage, of intoxicating liiiuors. May he not cause some
worthy brother to stimible and fall? May he not cease to be a brother to some poor, weak Ciafts-

man—but a false guide that shall conduct him down the path of destruction, where the wages will

be sorrow and misery, rather than up to the Grand Master in who we all put our trust? The same
may be said in a great measure in reference to gambling. If all Masons could be induced to discon-

tinue and discountenance the use of one and practice of the other, they would bring untold happi-

ness to themselves, their families and friends, and to the world at large.

Before closing this report I desire to publicly thank our Grand Secretary for his kind assis-

tance and advice during the past year. I fear that I would have been found in the mire more than

once had he not come to the front smiling as if to say, I know what is the matter, and in his modest

way suggest just such information as we were in need of.

Brethren I desire to return my sincere thanks to you for the confidence reposed in me one

year ago. I have endeavored to serve you faithfully. How well I have succeeded you alone can

tell.

One hundred dollars was voted for relief at Charleston.

The Grand Lodge adopted resolutions modified from the Louisiana Resolutions,

as follows:

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of A. F. and A M. of Montana, assents to and approves

the following general principles of Masonic law, and agrees to govern herself thereby in all her

dealings and intercourse with other Masonic jurisdictions that will recognize and abide by the same:

1. The Grand Lodge of Montana formed by and representing only lodges conferring the

three degrees of E. A., F. C. and M. M., and the auxiliary degree of P. M., of Ancient Craft Ma-

sonry, will not assume to pass upon the claims of any other organizations whether claiming to be

Masonic or otherwise, or dictate to the members of its lodges, what other associations or organiza-

tions they may connect themselves with, so long as its rightful and exclusive control of Blue Lodge

Masonry is not infringed or interferred with, or allegiance of its members perverted.

2. Lodges under whose local jurisdiction any sojourning Mason shall commit any Masonic

offense, shall have concurrent jurisdiction to try and punish therefor, with the lodge in which the

offender holds membership.

3. Any person whose application for the degrees of Masonry has once been rejected in a

lodge of Grand Jurisdiction, who has permanently removed to another Grand Jurisdiction and has

resided therein continuously for not less than one year, may petition anew without being requried to

secure a waiver of jurisdiction.

4. Should any matter of difference or contention arise between her and any sister jurisdic-

tion, the Grand Lodge of Montana agrees to submit the matter to friendly arbitration and will not

resort to edicts of non-intercourse.

5. No Masonic Lodge, organization or member shall make or seek to enforce a claim for

reimbursement for money or services bestowed as Masonic charity, except by special and positive

agreement at the time the money was loaned or the services rendered.

The Grand Lodge dedicated the new Masonic Temple at Helena.

The reports of the District Deputies give detailed accounts of the condition of

each lodge in the iurisdiction.
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The Report on Foreign Correspondence occupies eighty- four pages, and is from

the able pen of Bro. Cornelius Hedges. We have enjoyed every part of it, and

consider it one of the best. Bro. II. runs the following from his facile pen, and

then takes Alabama:

On this 24th day of June, being the Festival of St. John the Baptist, seeing that it is the

longest as well as hottest day of the year, and being in a festive humor, we take up our pen, mean-

while devoted to other and more profane topics, to make our running commentary on the printed

volumes of corresponding Grand Lodges that have been accumulating for nine months past. We
do not allow ourselves to be deterred by the magnitude of the task, but on the contrary enjoy the

promise of pleasant intercourse with old friends and new in familiar fields.

He sees no objection to renting Masonic halls to Odd Fellows or other charit-

able institutions—nor do we. There is nothing in the dedication of Masonic halls

that makes this improper. He believes that a Grand Lodge should generally ap-

prove the action of constituent lodges in trials.

Under Connecticut, Bro. H. says: " In his brief address Grand Master Waugh
mentions the death of Hiram W. Hubbard, of Centralia, 111., formerly a P. M. of

King Hiram Lodge, No. 12. He was our Grand Representative and we mourn his

loss with our Eastern brethren."

Bro. H. is easily satisfied with Grand Lodges applying for recognition. He
thinks the Grand Lodges of the Federal District of Mexico, and of the States of

Morelos and Vera Cruz, are legitimate and regular. He thinks it right to ask in the

general interests of harmony, that the three lodges in Quebec should withdraw their

allegiance to England, but he would go no further. This was tried without effect

for many years, and we think severer measures justified.

Of action taken by his Grand Lodge upon a proposition, he says :
" We did not

vote for its adoption, but we feel in some sense in honor bound to defend our Grand

Lodge." A Grand Lodge should not want to be defended in error, and if it did we
would not do it.

Under Missouri he says

:

There were only 201 lodges represented. Is this the result of not paying mileage and per

diem, and ^o you call the result a good one, Bro. Vincil ? Mileage and per diem are paid to P. G.

M's, and there were thirteen present. Now our way would be to allow the W. M. and Wardens,

all seats and votes in Grand Lodge if present, and if either one was present, allow him to cast the

full vote of the lodge, and we would allow, collect and pay mileage and per diem for one represen-

tative from each lodge, and if more than one come, they should divide it between them. We think

so much of having good full sessions that we favor the machinery that brings it about.

We endorse this.

Illinois receives full and fraternal review.

Lodges, 2S; members, 1,298

M. W. Samuel Word, Butte, Grand Master.

M. W. Cornelius Hedges, Helena, Grand Secretary.
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NEBRASKA, 1886.

Tlie twcnty-iiiiuli amuial communication was held at Omaha, June i6th, 17th

and iSth, M. W. Manoah B. Reese, Grand Master, in charge. One hundred and

nineteen of the one hundred and thirty-six lodges were represented. " A lodge of

Master Masons was opened in ample form, as required by the law of Freemasonry

in Nebraska." The Grand Lodge was then declared opened by the Grand Master.

The address of the Grand Master is a full report of much labor performed. He
opens his address as follows :

Bkethuun of the Grand Lodc.e of Nebraska :

Another year has sped its course, and 1 now call you to labor in this our twenty-ninth annual

communication. This year has been one laden with blessings to our State and to our beloved

brotherhood. Comparatively few ot our numbers have been called to try the realities of the great

beyond, and we have been blessed with health and abundance. Our lodges have been, in the main,

prosperous, and discord has been practically unknown in our ranks. The Great All-seeing Eye has

looked benignly upon us, and for His many blessings we should return our grateful homage. The
great principles of our Order—Morah'ty and Virtue—should characterize the conduct of every Ma-
son among us, and while our hearts should well up with praises and thanksgiving for what we have

received and enjoyed, we should all renew our fealty to the great God above and over us, and for the

coming year as well as for all future time rededicate ourselves to His service.

We have assembled for the purpose of considering what has been done for our noble, ancient,

and honorable Fraternity during the past year, and what should be done for the future.

He reports but few visits, but says from information received that the lodges

are generally prosperous. Dispensations were issued for twelve new lodges.

Twenty-five dollars seems to be the fee for a dispensation for a new lodge. This is

certainly cheap enough.

Fifteen decisions are reported, most of them in consonance with general Masonic

laws. The seventh, liowever, is peculiar :

No. 7. A colored man, claiming to belong to a lodge in the jurisdiction of another Grand

Lodge, sought to visit a lodge in this jurisdiction, claiming he was "free-born," and a lawful

Mason. The Master refused to admit him. Query: Was this correct? Answer: If he belonged

to a lodge chartered by a Grand Lodge which is recognized by this Grand Lodge, he was entitled to

visit the lodge—at least his color should not have excluded him. As to his being "free-born," I

think " God made all nature free." If the barbarous laws of the American Dark Ages were sp

framed as to consign an infant to bondage during its life, that fact is no indication it was not free-

born.

We should like to know the opinion of this M. W. brother as to the meaning

of "free born" in the Ancient Regulations. We do not argue that this restriction

should have been placed there, but it is there, and if Bro. Reese is correct, that all

were born free, what nonsense it was to say, "A man free-born," as it does not dis-

tinguish one from another. We presume the brother intends to say, "notwithstand-

ing this ancient requirement, I do not approve it. All being equal, refuse the

application of none, even though not free born."
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The Grand Master reports ^13,000 of Grand Lodge funds on hand that they

have no use for, and suggests its distribution among the lodges. Fifteen thousand

four hundred dollars of the "Orphans' Educational Fund" had accumulated.

Bro. Harry P. Deuel, representative of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, was in

attendance. Bro. Charles J. Phelps, Grand Orator, delivered a good oration. The

Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the decisions of the Grand

Master, reported approving the decisions. They, however, eliminated that portion

of No. 7 (which is quoted above) in reference to "free born," and the report was

approved.

The proceedings show that much work was done at this session, but it was

principally of a local character and not of general interest. No report on corres-

pondence.

Lodges, 136; members, 6,628.

M. W. Charles K. Coutant, Omaha, Grand Master.

R. W. Wm. R. Bowen, Omaha, Grand Secretary.

NEVADA, 1886.

The twenty-second annual communication was held in the city of Reno, June

Sth, 9th and lolh, M. W. Michael A. Murphy, Grand Master, presiding. The Grand

Master delivered a sensible address. We give his opening :

Bkethken of the Grand Lodge:

Again we are assembled here as the representatives of our respective lodges, from the several

portions of the State. The year that is passed is irretrievably gone, with its joys and pleasures,

with its hopes and disappointments, with its successes and failures We cannot recall it, but we
should heed its lessons and reflect upon its admonitions, th.it the harvest for the future may be more

fruitful of good results. May the blessings we enjoy fill our hearts with love to Him who loveth all.

We have mingled our voices in praise and thanksgiving around our holy altar, and implored His

guidance in all our undertakings. As Masons we are taught to have faith in God, hope in immor-

tality and charity toward all mankind. May all our deliberations be marked with charity, mingled

with impartial justice. May discretion so circumscribe selfish views that in all our deliberations the

greatest good to the greatest number may be kept constantly in view. As a united brotherhood, we

should reverently recognize the goodness of Him who orders the coming and going of the seasons
;

who gives beauty, form and color to all things of earth, and who causes each to feel the truth of the

promise that goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives.

Looking at the large number present, I see those who have labored gladly and faithfully year

after year in the cause of Freemasonry. When this Grand Lodge was first organized, and these

veterans came into its halls, their eyes flashed with the glow of health and their steps were firm, but

St
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time has smitten them with his hand, and many are now bending with the burden of care and years.

Altliough growing old in faithful service, their presence here to-day speaks louder than words and

tells me that their love for our noble Institution is still young and has not abated. I see before me
new faces which have come to learn the mysteries and duties of a new career. They come in the

glory and strength of manhood to take upon themselves the burdens and honors of a Masonic life.

Destined soon to succeed to honors and to assume responsibilities which the older ones now share.

I hope and trust that they will measure the greatness of their opportunities and fulfill the obligations

they have taken. It is with pleasure that I note this auspicious re-union. I feel grateful that I am
permitted to welcome the old members to our familiar shrine of devotion, and to a renewal of friend-

ships that have been sacred and lasting. To our new members I extend a cordial greeting, and bid

them welcome to a sphere of usefulness, dignity and friendship, which, if they are worthy, will only

end with their lives.

There are absent ones, whom I cannot welcome. Their places are vacant, and their work is

done. In the ripeness of their revealed manhood, in the fullness of years, they have gone to enter

that " Temple above, that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." Among those that

have passed away is M. W. George W. Hopkins, Grand Master of this State for the years 1868 and

1869. He died in Oakland, California, on the 9th day of May, 18S6, where for several years he

had lived. The returns from the constituent lodges disclose the names of many, well tried, trusty

and true, who have responded to the final summons of the Supreme Grand Master, and have passed

to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns.

So far as I have been informed, the condition of the Craft in this jurisdiction is good. I can

say that there appears to be an increasing interest taken in the work and lectures, in attendance

upon lodge meetings, and a more rigid inquiry into the qualifications of applicants for the degrees
;

prosperity attends our labors, and peace and harmony prevail.

He then reviews the differences between this Grand Lodge and the Grand

Lodge of Utah.

The Grand Lodge of South Australia was recognized, while those applying from

Mexico were refused recognition.

Bro. Hammond asked the Grand Lodge to relieve the Committee on Corres-

pondence from preparing a full report, which was referred to the Finance Com-

mittee. The Committee wisely reported that the recommendation be not adopted,

and the report was concurred in without dissent.

According to the usual custom the Grand Lodge received in a body the Repre-

sentatives of other Grand Lodges, the Grand Honors were accorded them, and a

response made by one of their number. Illinois was not represented.

The able Committee on Correspondence, Bro. John D. Hammond, presented a

review of 97 pages. He says the Grand Lodge requires dues to be charged against

a suspended Mason during the time he is suspended, but he thinks it would be better

to charge for one year during suspension.

We can see no equity in charging dues, (which are supposed to be paid as a

compensation for membership) during the time a brother is deprived of membership

or Masonic privileges.

In commenting upon the Alabama resolutions he thinks it a just rule that recog-

pizes the right of a Grand Master to act at his discretion in the absence of Grand
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Lodge restrictions. He does not share in the strict rule of a "perfect youth," and

with our Pacific slope Grand Lodges objects to perjietual jurisdiction over rejected

applicants.

Under New Hampshire we find this just criticism :

Sixty pages of space are taken by the Committee on Jvirisprudence rightly to set forth what

is legitimate in the higher degrees. So far as we know, their statements are entirely correct, but

we deprecate such discussion in Grand Lodge. IV/io struck Billy Patterson may be an interesting

question, but Grand Lodge is not bound to settle it.

Illinois, 1S85, receives fraternal notice.

Lodges, 20; members, 1,053.

M. W. Henry Rolfe, Virginia, Grand Master.

R. W. John D. Hammond, Carson, Grand Secretary.

NEW BRUNSWICK, i8S6.

The nineteenth annual communication was held in the city of Saint John, April

27th and 28th, M. W. John V. Ellis, Grand Master, presiding. After prayer by the

Grand Chaplain, the brethren recited Psalm 24, and then sang the opening ode.

The Grand Master, beginning his address, says :

In the discharge of duty, most pleasurable duty too, we meet once more in Grand Lodge and

exchange with each other warm fraternal greetings. To many of us it is, no doubt, a sincere pleas-

ure that for a brief period of time we can escape from the contentions which divide men, from the

strife of the outer world, and in the true spirit of our ancient brotherhood learn how best to work

and best to agree in that labor which is for the benefit of all humanity.

He reports the appointment of representatives near the Grand Lodges of Ohio,

Pennsylvania and Washington Territory, and says in regard to these Grand Bodies

:

" We have established closer bonds of friendship and amity, and no doubt you will

cordially greet the representatives of these distinguished bodies when they present

here their credentials." He refers to the differences existing between the Grand

Lodges of England and Quebec, and thinks the Grand Lodge of Quebec is estopped

from claiming exclusive jurisdiction over all lodges within its territory, because the

Grand Lodge of Canada, when formed, permitted three lodges therein to retain

their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England. We dissent from this. It is true

that the Grand Lodge of Canada recognized the organization of the Grand Lodge of

(Quebec, du/ the establishment of a Intvful Grand Lodge within the Province of
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Quebec did not depend upon such recoi^nition. And this Grand Lodge, having been

legally organized, should have exclusive jurisdiction over all lodges within its terri-

tory, notwithstanding the Grand Lodge of Canada, at its organization, made the un-

wise concession that it did.

The Grand Master correctly holds, that "members residing here have the right

to withdraw from membership here, and unite with lodges in Maine. Nova Scotia,

or anywhere else." He reports an improvement in finances, and says, "we are

easily meeting all our engagements."

The Grand Lodge established districts and appointed District Deputy Grand

Masters. Applications for recognition of Grand Lodges of Mexico and Porto Rico

deferred. No Report on Correspondence.

Lodges, 34; members, i,88i.

ISL W. John V. Ellis, Saint John, Grand Master.

R. W. Edwin J. Wetmore, .Saint John, Grand Secretary.

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1886.

The volume before us contains, first, the proceedings of the semi-annual com-

munication, held at Manchester, December 29th, 1885, the Grand Master and other

officers of the Grand Lodge, and a large number of brethren in attendance. Three

sessions were held devoted exclusively to ritualistic work.

The ninety-seventh annual communication was held in the city of Concord,

May 19th, M. W. Henry E. Burnham, Grand Master, presiding. All the Grand

Lodge officers and seven Past Grand Masters were present.

The Grand Master delivered an appropriate address. He reports lodges, with

few exceptions, united and prosperous, and that they are striving to increase their

usefulness, and to attain to the highest standard of Masonic excellence. Says that

the ritual conforming to the established work is being more closely followed, and

that "our relations with sister jurisdictions have been friendly, no differences existing

except in one instance." Two new lodge halls were dedicated. Dispensations

were granted to install officers of lodges in public. No decisions reported. He
closes his address, declining a re election, with the following words ;
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For the favor and high honor which you have bestowed upon me, I can only assure you that

they have deeply impressed me with a sense of the greatest indebtedness, and their recollection will

go with me while life remains, as among the treasured memories of my proudest and happiest days.

Reasons which to me are urgent and controlling torbid that 1 should be considered a candi-

date for re-election, even should your kind partiality forget my shortcomings and again urge me to

continue in this high office.

Allow me to add that whatever services my opportunities may permit will always be at the

command of this Grand Lodge, and my most earnest wish will ever be for its prosperity, and for

each and all of you the full measure of life's blessings and the guiding light and favor of the Su-

preme Architect.

R. W. Brothers Isaac H. Stearns, Grand Treasurer, Hezekiah L. Robinson,

Past District Deputy Grand Master, and John P. Noyes, Past District Deputy Grand

Master of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, were introduced and received with appro-

priate honors. A resolution was adopted expressing regret that the Grand Master

declined a re election, and "tendering thanks for the earnest, faithful and able man-

ner in which he has, during the past year, administered the affairs of this Grand

Jurisdiction.

"

Brother Joseph W. Fellows presented the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, and on

motion it was accepted and the proposed regulation adopted :

Concord, N. H., May 19, 1886.

To THE M. W. Grand Lodge :

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to which was referred the recommendation of the Grand
Master, at the annual communication of this Grand Lodge, in 1885, relating to the subject of fixing

the penalty for infruigement of jurisdictional rights, also as to the preparation of a Masonic map of

this jurisdiction desire to submit their report

:

Excepting in cases of concurrent jurisdiction, the very general rule is that the territorial divi-

sion is at the central point or line between the two lodges. In our case it is modified in the Grand

Constitution by the words, " the nearest travelled way."

The rule of law prohibiting any invasion of the territorial jurisdiction is very strict and well

defined. Generally the provision is a part of the Grand Constitution or Regulations, but, with few

exceptions, no penalty is provided in the fundamental law. The usage however is pretty general,

in cases where one lodge, through any mistake or inadvertence, has made a Mason of a candidate

belonging to the jurisdiction of a sister lodge, to require the payment ot the fees received to the

lodge whose territory has been invaded. Although the acquiring of the fees does not fully com-

pensate the injured lodge, it is not easy to provide any additional remedy which shall always

operate without injustice.

There are obvious objections to a provision relegating the member thus wrongfully obtained

to the lodge where he would lawfully belong, yet there would seem to be some reason in its favor. The
aim however is to provide such penalties as will prevent the violation of the law, and at the same time

be just to all the parlies in interest. It is difficult to fix a punishment adapted to meet properly all

cases, and we think the better way will be to leave it largely in the hands of the Grand Lodge for

determination, as occasion may from time to time require.

We recommended the following standing regulation :

In case of the violation of the jurisdictional rights of one lodge by another, by unlawfully re-

ceiving the application of any candidate, or by conferring upon such any degree of Masonry, the

lodge so offending shall pay to the lodge whose rights have been invaded the fee received, and shall

suffer such further penalty as the Grand Lodge may see fit to impose.



78 APPENDIX.

We agree with the committee that there are obvious objections to a provision rele-

gating the member thus wrongfully obtained to the lodge where he would lawfully

belong. A Grand I>odge might dismember him, or declare him unaffiliated, but

how they could make him a member of a lodge that he had not sought membership

in, we cannot understand.

The District Deputy Grand Masters submit good reports, showing extensive

visits to lodges, giving the condition of each lodge separately, its financial condition,

growth, work, membership, etc.

Members, 8,139; lodges, 76; representatives of lodges present, 51. A list of

permanent members of the Grand Lodge, each entitled to a vote, shows : Past

Grand Masters, 13 ; Past Deputy Grand Masters, 3 ; Past Senior Grand Wardens, 3 ;

Past District Deputy Grand Masters, 90 ; total, 109. The permanent members entitled

to vote are in excess of the representatives ot lodges.

A report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, of 140 pages, reviewing

fifty Grand Lodges, is signed by A. S. Wait, chairman. Rethinks "where a brother

has been dismissed for nonpayment of dues, pays his arrears, applies for reinstate-

ment, and is rejected, that the dues so paid need not be refunded." It he should

pay it voluntarily, simply as a debt due, this view is correct, but if he is compelled

to pay in order to be reinstated, as is the case referred to, and for that purpose he

pays, we think if the lodge refuses to reinstate it should refund the money paid. To

refuse to do so seems loo much like obtaining money under false pretenses. A
brother guilty of no other dereliction than a failure to pay dues, and is for that failure

dismissed from membership, has the right to suppose that upon complying with the

by-laws, by paying the dues and petition, he will be reinstated ; but if he is not, we

think it would be un-Masonic to refuse to return the money paid.

In reviewing a decision of the Grand Master of Ohio, holding that the Past

Master's Degree should'be conferred upon a Master elect before installation, he

says :

We agree to all the above, including that relating to the degree of Past Master, though as to

the latter we confess to an inability to comprehend the logic of the reasoning from a Masonic point

of view. Ita lex est scripta we have been taught, and we bow to it ; but the grounds or reason of

the doctrine have never yet penetrated our comprehension.

There is no necessity for it ; we have abolished it in Illinois.

Illinois proceedings, 18S5, are fraternally reviewed. He says: "The Report

on Correspondence by Bro. Gurney is an able and interesting paper, like all of his

former reports."

M. W. William R. Burleigh, Great Falls, Grand Mastel".

R. W. George P. Cleaves, Concord, Grand .Secretary.



MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE. 79

NEW JERSEY, 1887.

We find first the proceedings of the Centennial Celebration of the organization

of the Grand Lodge, held at Trenton, January 25th. It was "celebrated socially,

oratorically and musically." Distinguished Masons were present from New York

and Pennsylvania. Among the latter was M. W. Richard Vaux, who delivered an

elegant address. M. W. Bro. Congdon, Grand Master, opened the exercises with an

address. We excerpt the following :

About midway along the road we see the faithful Brotherhood attacked by political and

social revolutionists, who conjure up the idea of some surreptitious designs of foul intrigue, as the

motive for this mysterious secrecy of words and works. We see their ranks almost depleted, and the

battalions of white-aproned friends reduced to straggling lines. But " with integrity too deeply

rooted to be shaken by the vicissitudes of fate," they are not dispersed by persecutors' darts, but
" tread the way of life unfalteringly ;

" and soon renewed accretions make them stronger and stronger,

and undismayed they march on again, an undivided host, with banners lifted high and with songs of

unity and peace.

And now we reach the point where the milestones mark the hundredth year of this auspicious

career. The road turns off abruptly here, and we may not know what lies before. God beneficently

permits man to contemplate the past, to dwell with recollections sweet upon the happy days flown

by, to profit by the experience developed in the journey from the cradle toward the point where he

is to " lay aside the mortal garb ;
" but the road as yet untraveled is obscured as by mist and fog,

and is not for him to penetrate, save as it opens step by step.

But we may well believe, in the light of history's teachings, that this " sacred band or society

of friends and brothers " will continue prosperous and strong, lightening each other's burdens by

the way, aiding one another to a greater measure of rational enjoyment, and influencing each to

purer lives and nobler aims.

We fain believe, from all the story of the past, that Heaven has blessed the objects and

achievements of this Fraternity ; and we may look forward with gratifying hope and confidence for

the perpetuity and prosperity of the Masonic Brotherhood as now established for the enjoyment and

betterment of mankind.

And so we pause besides this hundreth milestone, and consecrate a landmark in our history

where we meet to rejoice over the fruitful past, evince our steady attachment to the cardinal truths

of our time-honored Institution, and take new inspiration from the pages of experience to guide our

further way.

Here "we build our Ebenezer," a monument of gratitude and praise, and thank the Source of

all true light and love for the light imparted to us, by which we more clearly discern life's complex

duties and the dangers by the way, and for the spirit of mutual attachment which leads men to

develop associations through the means of which strangers are transformed into friends and friends

become true brothers.

Then follows an interesting historical essay I)y M. W. Henry R. Cannon ; after-

wards the oration by M. W. Hamilton Wallis. Then we have the banquet, and

responses to toasts, interspersed with "applause" and "great applause," growing more

frequent as the exercises advance.

A steel engraving of M. W. William Hardacre, Grand Master in 1882, separates

the record of this celebration from that of the one hundredth annual communication,

held in' the city of Trenton, January 26th and 27th, M. W. Joseph W. Congdon,

Grand Master, presiding. We give the opening words of his address:
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My Brethren—Let us rejoice in this memorable convocation. We are a^^sembled in the one

hundredth annual communication of this Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in the State ot

New Jersey, and yesterday with oratory, music and repast, in festal celebration, we commemorated
the Centennial Anniversary of the establishment of this Sovereign Grand Body of Ancient Free

Masonry.

In humble but in joyous praise, let us thank the Omnipotent Ruler of the destinies of all men
for the privilege of being permitted to assemble again as in a great family of brothers, and for all the

comforts vouchsafed to us since we last parted for a twelve-month's time Afflictions great, mis-

fortune dire, and disappointments sore, have been meted to out some, but the sunny days of life are,

as a rule, more numerous than those of cloud and storm ; and for continued life and health, domestic

joys and now, especially, for the happy communion that grows out of these fraternal ties, let our

expanding hearts be so imbued with gratitude sincere to Him who rules on high that it shall " rise in

free and uncorrupted praise, like fragrant incense ;
" and then may heaven " double every blessing

"

in effect.

Our minds revert instinctively in this glad hour to that handful of our brethren who, one day

an hundred years ago, made up the organization of this Grand Lodge.

Let us in reverence hope that it is to-day permitted them, from seats above, to look upon the

scenes that mark this recurrence of that day. If so, how much transformed the world they look

upon ! How wonderfully the ways of God have developed the aspiring mind of man ! Men rush

about in steam conveyances that, like busy shuttles in a loom, with speed outstrip the winds of

Heaven; they send giant vessels dashing through the trackless seas like things of life
;
great en-

gines, full of superhuman force, are set in motion by a woman's feeble hand a thousand miles away ;

the most magnificent monuments of architecture rise towering toward the skies ; most intricate con-

trivances and ponderous machinery take the place of slow and tiresome labor of the hands and swell

the comforts of our lives ; the match gives lire to light and heat from the very bowels of the

earth ; thoughts expressed in words fly round the earth within the twinkling of an eye ; and friend

speaks to friend in natural voice an hundred miles and more away ! These are stupendous, most

impressive thoughts. I dwell on them to make more impressive and important the reflection that in

all these permutations of the century, the Institution of Free IMasonry still "stands upon the ancient

ways," unchange4 and unchangeable, of all the affairs of man ;
" constant as the northern star," of

whose true and resting quality there is no fellow in the firmament; unvarying, because, unlike any

other institution, philosophy or theory of human development, it is finished and complete. Naught

may be added, and from it nothing can be taken. Unalterable, because its foimdation is built upon
" the everlasting hills " of truth and faith in God, and because its superstructure, contrived in wis-

dom, in strength supported and by beauty adorned, is made up of heart laid to heart, and held in

abiding firmness by " the cement of brotherly love and affection."

Let us fondly believe that because its principles of Brotherhood, Relief and Truth are right

and just, and such as Heaven approves, it will stand unaltered and secure, until the eventful day

shall come on which the sun shall shine no more in eyes of human kind.

(^f the proposed General Masonic Convention he says :

Several of the Grand Lodges of the Union take most kindly to the suggestion offered by your

Grand Master a year ago, as to the advisability of arranging a Congress of Grand Masters, to meet

at stated periods for conference and advice, without legislative, executive or judicial powers, and

pertinent thereto I have much pleasure in presenting the following communication, with the hope

that our next Grand Master will accept the invitation, and encourage the effort.

And his successor, M. W. Robert M. Moore, was at the Convention, and by his

genial manner and good oratory added much to the interest of the occasion. We
will not soon forget Bro. Moore. He gives a warm, fraternal grasp, and has a big

Masonic lieart.
t

The Grand Master reports $2,009.00 contributed for relief at Charleston. That

M. W. Bro. Wallis had been appointed representative of the Grand Lodge of Illinois.
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Upon the condition of the Craft he says :

I have the exceeding pleasure to report that, as I believe, never has the condition of our

Brotherhood in New Jersey, all in all, been more gratifying. The uniformity and excellence of Ma-

sonic work has never been, I am confident, so nearly perfect as now. But one instance of discord-

ance between lodges exists, in my knowledge ; discipline is excellent ; and all subordinates are

loyal to this controlling body ; material for work has been found in unusual plenty ; and as a rule

the finances of our lodges are in good shape and well administered.

Decisions upon regulations of local interest only appear. ( )f the so-called Past

Master's Degree, which our Grand Lodge dispensed with, the Grand Master says :

The report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted last year, deciding that " it cannot

now be questioned that the Past Master's degree is an existing degree in Ancient Craft Masonry,"

has caused considerable discussion in other Grand Lodges, and has led to so many questions

and perplexities among our own lodges, that further adjudication of involved questions seems neces-

sary. If it is a degree, it can be conferred only in a lodge room properly, and it is often not so

conferred.

If it is a degree, there should be consistently a specific ritual connected with it. There is

none such established. If it is a degree, it can be conferred only in a lodge, and a lodge must be in

possession of a warrant. Frequently Past Masters have met together, not as a lodge, and in private

rooms, to invest newly elected Masters with this "degree." Further light is wanted in this Ma-
sonry.

I have asked the Committee on Jurisprudence for their interpretation of the explicit meaning

of the Fourteenth General Regulation, and have submitted several hypothetical questions for the

purpose of eliciting a lucid explanation of this regulation in its possible bearings. It does not seem

to me clear in its diction and application, but as it stands, liable to perversion or misapprehension.

The reply of that committee is presumed to be in readiness.

And we find the following reply from the committee :

The report of the Committee on Jurisprudence and Charity, to whom was referred 'questions

concerning the degree of Past Master, was, on motion, referred to the Committee on Manual.

The Committee on Manual presented and read the following report on the Past Master's

degree, which was, on motion, received and adopted :

This degree should be carefully studied and well understood by every Master of a lodge. It

treats of the government of the Fraternity, the disposition of its rulers, and illustrates their requisite

qualifications.

The degree can be conferred only in a regular lodge room, at a time directed by the Worship-

ful Master (or by the Grand Master), and by him or such Past Master as he may designate for

that purpose, and only upon a brother who has been duly elected or appointed to be the Worshipful

Master of a regular lodge.

No one is permitted to be present at the conferring of this degree except those who have been

installed as Worshipful Masters of regular lodges.

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is a well written review of the proceed-

ings of fifty-four Grand Lodges, by Bro. James A. Norton. Bro. N., however, con-

fines his work almost exclusively to giving the proceedings of these Grand Bodies,

commenting thereon but little. Ten pages are devoted to extracts from the proceed-

ings of Illinois, and fraternal mention is made of our deceased Bro. Gurney.

Lodges, i6o; members, 12,660.

M. W. Robert M. Moore, Elizabeth, Grand Master.

R. W. Joseph IL Hough, Trenton, Grand Secretary.
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NORTH CAROLINA, 1887.

The one hundredth annual communication was held at Raleigh, January nth,

I2thand 13th, M. W. Fabius H. Busb:e, Grand Master, presiding.

The Grand Master's address is worthy its author. We quote his opening words

:

Brethren—We have recently begun this the one hundredth annual communication of the

Grand Lodge of North Carolina, by a due acknowledgment of our dependence upon and gratitude

to the Divine Creator for his continued blessing. Our tribute is ne.xt due to the illustrious North

Carolinians who so wisely re-organized this Grand Body in the village of Tarboro a century ago :

" Pass not on

Till thou hast blest their memories, and paid

Those thanks which God appointed the reward

Of manly virtue."

The original foundation of the Grand Lodge, in 1771, seems to have been followed by no regu-

lar communications—at least no trace or record of her remains.

The perils and privations incident to a desperate struggle had apparently effaced the infant

body, and all the energies of the scattered colonists had been enlisted in the cause of liberty. And
after the long conflict was over, and the independence of the States was secured, there arose in the

minds of all thoughtful patriots the gravest doubts for the future of the country. Discordant States,

united only by that "rope of sand," the Article of Confederation, a feeble and widely dispersed peo-

ple, laboring under the accumulated evils of a debased currency ; an impotent government and a

divided public sentiment, such difficulties might well make the most sanguine tremble for the future.

Just at this time the representatives of eight lodges met at Tarboro and re-organized the

Grand Lodge of North Carolina. I shall not trench upon the field to be so well occupied by our

learned and fluent orator, as he shall trace the growth and progress of the Fraternity. He may recount

the names and virtues of the distinguished brethren who have occupied honored positions in the Order,

especially those who have been my predecessors in this chair. Governor Samuel Johnson was the

first Grand Master, and after him the list contains the names of four other Governors of the State-

Richard Caswell, Wm. Richardson Davie, Benjamin Smith, Hutchings G. Burton and Richard

Dobbs Spaight. Of Supreme Court Judges, three—Chief Justice John Louis Taylor, Judges John

Hall and Edwin G. Reade There are other names, of scarcely less reputation—Col. William Polk,

Judge Robert Strange, Calvin Jones, Samuel F. Patterson, and others of equal reputation. The

names of the living Past Grand Masters I omit. Such are the men and Masons, brethren, who built

up and afterwards maintained the Grand Lodge of North Carolina.

Under the heading " Fraternal Dead," he pays the following tribute to Bro.

Gurney

:

Since our last communication the Grand Lodge of Illinois has lost that eminent and valued

brother whose name represents all that is conservative and faithful in Masonry, Theodore T. Gur-

ney, for so many years the Chairman of its Committee on Foreign Correspondence. Among Masonic

students his sagacious observations, his fearless criticisms of innovations and kindly tributes to

Masonic virtues will long be held in tender recollection.

He reports that " Masonry presents to-day a decidedly better outlook than it

did a year ago." He decides that a lodge having jurisdiction of a rejected appli-

cant, may waive same by a majority vote.

Several special communications were held for dedications and laying corner-

stones.

He speaks of that most admirable charity the " Oxford Orphan Asylum," and

says "its general condition is highly favorable."
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We commend his concluding words

:

Finally, brethren, what can I say to testify my gratitude to the Masons of North Carohna for

their uniform courtesy, consideration and kindness ? I feel that I have been sustained by your

strength, cheered by your sympathy, and upheld by your unwavering friendship. What I have

been enabled to do for Masonry in this jurisdiction, has been through and by you alone.

Thank God, the standard of Masonry is going to the front. Taking part in no controversies

of politics, of religion or science, the hand-maid of education, and the upholder of the purest morali-

ty, her mission is to raise the human race, to cheer the faint-hearted, to feed the hungry, and to

clothe the naked. Her works do praise her.

Brethren, shall we not resolve to bear aloft her ancient banner to new and grander victories ?

The report of the directors of the Orphans' AsyUmi shows that during the year

257 children were enrolled. The average cost of feeding, clothing and teaching a

child, including transportation to and from the asylum, was $49. That during the

year there was not a case of sickness among the children requiring a physician.

M. W. Bro. Busbee was presented with a gold headed cane, "as a gentle re-

minder of the Psalmist's hope and joy, thy rod and thy staff they do comfort me."

Centennial exercises were held in the House of Representatives, where a beau-

tiful and appropriate oration was delivered by Bro. Eugene S, Martin.

A brief Report (60 pages) on Foreign Correspondence appears from Brothers

D. W. Bain and H. M. Cowan, committee. The committee have not made extended

comments, but disagree with a Grand Master who held that " it is not in accordance

with correct usage to initiate, pass or raise more than one candidate at the same

time." The committee say that the Ancient Regulations declare that "no more

than five new brethren shall be made Masons at one time," and think the decision

of the Grand Master would retard work in the cities. It would be a novel sight to

ail Illinois Masons to witness the conferring of a degree on five candidates at the

same time.

Illinois, 1886, is given a fraternal review.

Lodges, 220; members, 6,054.

M. W. Charles H. Robinson, Wilmington, Grand Master.

R. W. Donald W. Bain, Raleigh, Grand Secretary.

NOVA SCOTIA, 1886.

The twenty-first annual communication was held at Halifax, June 2d and 3d,

R. W. William Ross, Deputy Grand Master, in charge. R. W. T. A. Cossmann,
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representative of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, was present. The representatives of

thirty-eight lodges answered to roll call. The Acting Grand Master delivered a

brief business address. He reported a number of dispensations to confer degrees in

less than the required time. Also that he had visited many lodges. No decisions

reported.

An address from Grand Master Laurie was received after the session of the

Grand Lodge was concluded, and is printed in the proceedings.

The Grand Secretary presented a good business report, showing Grand Lodge

finances in good condition.

Upon motion " that portion of Section ten, Chapter one, of the Constitution

which reads ' shall meet in the City of Halifax,' was suspended for one year," and

the Grand Lodge decided to hold its next annual at Truro. This is an easy way to

get rid of a troublesome provision of the Constitution.

A Report on Correspondence of io6 pages appears, signed by D. C. Moore,

chairman. He reviews the proceedings of forty-nine Grand Lodges, including Illi-

nois. He devotes two pages to Illinois. Quotes approvingly Grand Master Thomas'

remarks on .Schools of Instruction, and thinks, during the Grand Master's absence,

the Craft were fortunate in having such an able Deputy Grand Master as Brother

Darrah to assume charge. He thinks Bro. Gurney's Report on Correspondence a

first-rate one. So say all of us.

He thinks the permission by Nova Scotia of a military lodge within its territory,

holding a charter from another Grand Lodge, no infraction of its sovereign rights.

Under (|)uebec, in discussing the England affair, he says

:

The Craft, generally, throughout the continent of America, will, we believe, endorse the ac-

tion of the G. L. of Quebec on this question. It only seems remarkable that the G. L. of England

should adhere to a policy certain to produce perpetual ill-feeling on this continent, for so small an

object as the maintenance of three lodges in Montreal, which ought to be under Provincial juris-

diction.

We do not like the use of civil or military titles appended to the names of

brethren, such as Bro. M. D.; Bro. Lieut. ; Bro. Major Gen. ;

but this is only a matter of taste.

We like your report Bro. Moore, and have enjoyed its perusal.

Lodges, 66 ; members, 2,944.

M. W. Lewis Johnstone, Stellarton, Grand Master.

R. W. Benjamin Curren, Halifax; Grand Secretary.
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OHIO, 1886.

The seventy-seventh annual communication was held at Cleveland, October 19,

20 and 21, M. W. S. Stacker Williams, Grand Master, presiding. A lodge of Mas-

ter Masons was opened in ample form, after which the Grand Master declared the

Grand Lodge opened in ample form.

The Grand Master delivered a good address omitting pyrotechnical displays of

oratory. He feelingly alludes to the death of Bro. R. E. Richards and of Bro.

Octavius Waters, Grand Orator. He reports five lodges constituted; Lecturers

appointed; a large number of dispensations to elect and install officers; six Masonic

halls dedicated; permission granted to three lodges to occu])y halls with other or-

ders; corner- stones laid for a court house in Butler County, and a Baptist Church at

Washington, C. II.; a meeting of a lodge declared illegal because eight members

(the number required by the constitution) were not present; liberal contributions

were made in response to appeals issued by the Grand Master for relief at Galveston

and Charleston ; dispensations granted for two new lodges.

Decisions reported of a local character, and not recjuiring comment.

The Grand Lodge recognized the Grand Lodge of Colon and Cuba.

Under "Necrology and Obituaries:" "Theodore T. Gurney, a Masonic writer

of celebrity, died at Chicago, November 9th, 1886, since this Grand Lodge closed.

Honored in life—lamented in death."

Suitable obituary notices of the deceased Brothers Waters and Richards. Also

of M. W. Bro. Luke E. Barber, Past Grand Master of Arkansas, and M. W. Bro.

Thomas A. Doyle, Past Grand Master of Rhode Island. Bro. Richards, as corres-

pondent reporter, was an able and zealous writer.

The volume contains an account of the annual meeting of the Masonic Veterans

of C)hio, which is very interesting.

M. W. Bro. Will M. Cunningham submits a Report on Correspondence, review-

ing the proceedings of Grand Lodges in one hundred pages. Bro. C. was formerly

the reporter for his Grand Lodge, and is therefore not without experience in this

field of labor. He favors a regulation requiring an examination of Masters elect as

to their qualifications to confer degrees, previous to their installation. We approve

the following, which we find under the head of Delaware :

Within the Grand Jurisdiction of Delaware non-affiliation was made a Masonic misdemeanor

by the adoption of the following amendment to Sec. 24, Art. X., of their Grand Lodge By-Laws,

viz :
" But if a Mason in this jurisdiction remain for one year non-affiliated, or without making

application for affiliation, he may be expelled for un-Masonic conduct, after charges preferred and

due trial." One of the first lessons in our ancient Institution is that " Masonry from first to last is

voluntary ;" hence, in the opinion of your committee, this regulation is not only an innovation and

contrary to the spirit of Freemasonry, but is unwise and adverse to its best interests. Our Institu-

tion seeks neither interested or forced services from its votaries ; its brotherly love must be volun-
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tary, and its charity "to all mankind." Whilst non-afliliation is deplorable, and to be deprecated,

yet we fail to sec wherein there is any moral turpitude attaching to the voluntary renunciation of

Masonic rights, visitation, or burial upon the part of the non-affiliate, and that is all that it really

amounts to ; and in many jurisdictions these may or may not be withheld in accordance with the

circumstances of the case. Compulsory membership in any body would be ill advised, and to in-

flict the most severe penalty known in Masonry upon a Mason who declines or neglects to affiliate,

would belittle our claims to that high position in which we place the Craft.

He argues at length in favor of the retention of the Past Master's Degree, and

thinks it possesses all the characteristics of a Masonic degree. Bro. C. labors at

length in favor of the right of a Grand Lodge to recognize as Masonic some of the

so-called higher degrees, and says the Grand Lodge of Ohio long ago "recognized

them by joint occupancy of halls, publication of their proceedings, etc." And says :

" Craft Masonry has the right to know who are the occupants of the upper rooms of

its temple." And further : " The Grand Lodge ranks all other Masonic bodies."

" The suspension and expulsion by its subordinates suspends and expels from all

grades, etc."

We have never observed such a regulation as the above in the laws of any Grand

Lodge, but presume the regulations of these "higher bodies" are as stated. We think

it is a clear departure from the Ancient Charges to attempt to recognize, or deal

with, any other degrees than those of E. A., F. C. and M. M., because these alone

are under our control as a Masonic Grand Lodge. In the constitution of every

Grand Lodge that we have been permitted to examine, the powers of the Grand

Lodge over Masonic degrees are defined to be :
" To grant dispensations and charters

for holding regular lodges of A. F. and A. Masons, with the right to confer therein

the several degrees of E. A., F. C. and M. M., and to have exclusive jurisdiction

over said lodges, etc." Unless some other body attempts to interfere with this au-

thority, we should not attempt to recognize, or control, or interdict any other organi-

zation. It is enough for us as Masonic Grand Lodges to supervise and guard the

degrees that our constitutions give us control over.

We find the following action taken by the Grand Lodge :

Bro. Sargent presented the following, which was adopted :

Resolved, As the sense of this Grand Lodge, that Masons becoming members of Chapters of

Royal Arch Masons and Commanderies of Knights Templar, should be required by those bodies as

essential to good standing therein, to remain in affiliation with and good standing in a lodge of

Master Masons, and that the Secretary of this Grand Lodge be instructed to communicate this res-

olution to the Grand Chapter and Grand Commandery of Ohio, with the respectful request that

they take such suitable action thereon as in their judgment will cause a discontinuance of the prac-

tice of dimitting from lodges of Masons who have acquired membership in the subordinate bodies

under their jurisdiction respectively.

If these bodies are recognized as under the supervision of the Grand Lodge,

and the " Grand Lodge ranks all other Masonic bodies," why did not the Grand

Lodge enact a law that when a Mason becomes unaffiliated he shall stand suspended

or expelled from the Chapter or Commandery that he may have been a member

of. But if the Grand Chapter or Grand Commandery should reply to the "message,"



MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE, 87

you attend to your business and we will attend to ours, what then ? We suppose

the Grand Lodge would then consider it to be its duty to enact such a by-law.

Illinois, 1885, is fraternally reviewed, and quotations given from the address of

the Grand Master, and that of the Deputy Grand Master while acting as Grand

Master. Of the Deputy Grand Master he says :
" He was prompt and decisive in

the discharge of his official duties."

Grand Master and Grand Secretary reelected.

M. W. S. Stacker Williams, Newark, Grand Master.

R. W. John D. Caldwell, Cincinnati, Grand Secretary.

OREGON, 1886.

The volume before us is the largest we have yet reviewed. It has 484 pages.

The first leaf turned, we find a portrait of M. W. James Corwin Fullerton, the pres-

ent Grand Master. We judge from the picture that he is intellectual and fearless,

two important requisites in a Grand Master.

Three special communications were held, the first one at Oregon City, June 16,

1885, where the corner stone of a hall for Multnomah Lodge, No. i, was laid with

Masonic ceremonies, George McD. Stroud, Acting Grand Master. On February

22d, 1886, the Grand Lodge was convened, and the hall referred to above was dedi-

cated, the Grand Master, M. W. ThomasG. Reames, in charge. W. Robert W. Hill,

Grand Orator, delivered an eloquent dedicatory address, and upon motion permission

was granted Multnomah Lodge to publish the address in the Daily Oregonian. The

dedication was followed by a banquet.

A special coni|munication was held at Eugene City, July 28th, 1885, when the

corner stone of the State University was laid with Masonic ceremonies, the Grand

Master officiating. It is announced that an eloquent oration was delivered by Prof.

J. W. Merritt, of Jacksonville.

The thirty-sixth annual communication was held at Portland, June i6th, 17th

and i8th, M. W. Thomas Givings Reames presiding. There were twelve Past Grand

Masters present, including M. W. W. T. Wright, representative of the Grand Lodge

of Illinois. We give the opening words of the Grand Master's excellent address

:
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Brethren of the Grand Lodge :

The sound of the gavel has closed the past Masonic year, and has called you to labor in this

our thirty-sixth annual communication. Thus, another year, with its pleasures and enjoyments, its

cares, trials and vicissitudes, has been entered upon the ledger of eternity, and we are again per-

mitted to assemble around the altar of Freemasonry, there to renew our vows of fidelity, and to

offer our devotion to God, the Grand Architect of the Universe, for the manifold blessings that He
has bestowed upon us.

Errors of the past can not now be corrected, nor faults erased, but as now inscribed must

stand throughout the illimitable ages of time. The good that has been done will shine as a bright

light to guard us on our journey through life. Though the evil may seem as a dark cloud, let us

hope that it may be dispelled by the good that will follow, and our pathway be happily illumined by

the lamp of experience.

In reviewing the past, who of us can look back and see where we have performed our whole

duty as Masons, and can say that we have always assisted a poor distressed brother, his widow or

his orphan, and that in no instance have we allowed them to go hungry and gave them no meat,

thirsty and gave them no drink, naked and clothed them not, sick and visited them not? If any

there be among us who feels conscientiously that he has discharged his whole duty as a Mason, he

may well feel proud, and I trust that every brother—scanning his own actions, being the judge of

his own past conduct—who feels that he has fallen short of his duty, will see that the future brings

full reparation for any errors or shortcomings.

From all parts of our jurisdiction come the Craftsmen—those bowed to the earth by age, yet

youthful and vigorous in their zeal for the Craft^others young in years with a firm, active and

steady step and in the fullness of manhood and zealous to learn more of the mysteries and duties of

our benign and beloved Order. To all I extend a cordial and fraternal welcome.

He reports lodges prosperous, and that "we are at peace with other Grand

Jurisdictions." That "abundant harvests have filled the granaries, and that the em-

blem of plenty has been suspended over every Masonic household." He writes

feelingly of the fraternal dead, and says :

Prominent among those who have passed over the valley of the shadow of death may be men-

tioned our distinguished brother and philanthropist. Sir Moses Montefiore, the centenarian and
' Ideal Hebrew."

He reports two lodges constituted and one dispensation granted for a new lodge.

Also dispensation to install officers, and one to confer M. M. degree in less than the

required time, the candidate's proficiency in the preceding degrees having been

shown. In Illinois a brother may be advanced as soon as he is proficient. He re-

ports visiting forty- six of the constituent lodges, and expresses regret that he was

unable to visit all.

We find several decisions reported. The last we give

:

Question. Must a brother holding a dimit petition the lodge under whose jurisdiction he re-

sides, or can he petition any lodge in the jurisdiction?

Answer, He should petition the lodge within whose jurisdiction he resides, but a candidate

for affiliation may apply to any lodge for affiliation within our jurisdiction.

We do not fully understand this, but take it that a candidate for affiliation must

apply to a lodge within this jurisdiction. And the Jurisprudence Committee report

that this and the other decisions reported are in accordance with Masonic law and
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usage, tlie (^laiul Lodge approving. We lliiiik the hretlircn are in error ; that an

unatrihateil Mason may apjjly to any lodge for membership, even outside of the

jurisdiction where he resides. We understand tiiis to be in "accordance witli

Masonic law and usage."

He recommends the adoption of a Standard Work.

lie issued a call for contributions in aid of the destitute of Clalveston, Texas,

and says the brethren, true to their teachings, contributed liberally. He recommends

that a suitable badge or insignia, to be worn by our representatives to other Grand

Lodges during their attendance at their annuals, and on other distinctive Masonic

occasions, be selected and furnished by this Grand Lodge. Urges the brethren to

enforce the order re(juiring that the Grand Lodge proceedings be immediately read

in the lodges.

The Grand Secretary reports additions to the Grand Lodge Library; 1^298. lo

contributed to the Galveston sufferers. Recommends that phototypes of Grand Mas-

ters be procured and inserted in the (jraiid Lodge proceedings. This was concurred

in by the Grand Lodge.

Three hundred and (ifly dollars was contributed for the use of the Masonic

Relief Board of Portland.

A good oration was delivered by Brother R. W. Hill, Grand Orator.

Committees appointed by the Grand Lodge visited M. W. Brothers Jennings

and Ferguson, two aged Past Grand Masters, one committee going one hundred

miles to make the visit. Interesting reports of these visits are made. This is cred-

itable to these brethren.

Bro. Chadwick, Committee on Correspondence, presents his twentieth annual

report of 230 pages. He wields a ready pen. He approves the amendment to the

constitution in California which empowers the Grand Master, upon application of

the W. M., to change the venue in trials to some other lodge. He approves the

regulation in California that prohibits lodges from using their funds for purposes of

refreshments, dinners or collations.

He thinks it a prerogative of a brother to object to the advancement of a can-

didate, and that reasons for such objection should not be required or inquired into.

On objection to initiation this is right; but an E. A. or F. C. is a brother Mason,

and an objection to advancement ought to be determined by the lodge to be valid,

or the brother ought to be advanced. If he is until to be a Master Mason, he is un-

fit to remain an E. A. or F. C. in good standing. He should either be advanced or

tried upon charges and expelled.

Bro. C. thinks a Mason dying has the right to Masonic l>urial, and that if a

lodge has been so derelict of duty as to retain a notorious drunkard in membership,

that it should bury him with Masonic ceremonies. We would not object to brethren

being disciplined for keeping in membershii) so unfit a person, but they should not

6|
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bring Masonry into further contempt by publicly reciting its praises and virtues over

one who had so contemptably disregarded them. Put him away decently without

ceremonies.

He dissents from the view that a Mason suspended for non-payment of dues

cannot receive Masonic recognition, and claims that he is simply deprived of lodge

membership. If he was simply dropped from the rolls or dismissed from member-

ship, as is the practice in some jurisdictions, this is right. But in Illinois and some

other jurisdictions, willful non-payment of dues is followed by suspension from all

the rights and privileges of Masonry, and he is as completely debarred of Masonic

recognition as if expelled. If a brother is unable to pay dues he is entitled to the

charity of the brethren, and his dues are remitted.

Sorry that Bro. Chadwick takes the position that seventeen lodges of ninety-live

in unoccupied territory may constitute a legal Grand Lodge without the consent of

the other seventy-eight. We think the recognized rule that it requires a concurrence

of a majority of the lodges is right.

Illinois proceedings of 1885 are given a fraternal and complete review. He
commends our Schools of Instruction to the brethren of Oregon. Says our pro-

ceedings are neatly gotten up and creditable to our Grand Secretary. Mentions the

handsome manner in which M. W. Brothers Zeigler and Reed of Washington Ter-

ritory were received. Compliments Bro. Hooper on his oration. Devotes three

pages to the report from "the able pen of Brother Gurney."

Bro. Chadwick is in error in supposing that under our law " a suspended Mason

may apply to any lodge for restoration."

He says: " Bro. Gurney presents an exhaustive report; not a stone unturned,

not a point missed. We do not wonder that he complains of overwork. It is work,

hard work."

Lodges, 73; members, 3,318; gain, 58.

M. W. James Corwin Fullerton, Roseburg, Grand Master.

R. W. Frelon Jesse Babcock, Salem, Grand Secretary.

PENNSYLVANIA, 1886.

The first leaf turned, and a steel engraving of Past Grand Master Mitchell is

before us. Next come the proceedings of the cjuarterly communication held March
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3d. M. W. E. Coppce Mitchell and other Grand Officers in their stations. Busi-

ness of local interest only was transacted.

At the i|uarterly communication held |une 2d it was decided to celebrate the

Centennial Anniversary of the Grand Lodge on September 25th.

At the ([uarterly held September 1st, suitable resolutions in memoriam to Past

Grand Master Peter Williamson were presented and adopted. This brother was

aged 91 years.

Next follow the proceedings of the Centennial ceremonies September 24th and

25th, which are very interesting, but too lengthy to give here.

The annual communication was held December 27th. The distinguished Bro.

Vaux is recorded as the Representative of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, as well as

of six other Grand Lodges, (^uite a number of cases are reported by the Committee

on Appeals.

The Report on Correspondence is from the veteran pen of M. W. Bro. Vaux.

Before proceeding to a review of Grand Lodges, he devotes several pages to Free-

masonry, and questions of interest to the Craft. We <juote :

Peace and harmony dwell among the brethren of all our jurisdictions. There is no question

that either agitates or excites their membership. Freemasonry stands before the world in the full-

ness of its inherent character. Venerated and respected by all who esteem virtue. The fidelity

which our Craft exhibits to its principles attracts the regard of all honest men. Its devotion to the

usages, customs and Landmarks, without which there can be no Freemasonry, wins admiration

from the conscience of mankind.

The profane, ignorant of the life of Masonry, wonder at its longevity. Antiquity glories in

the achievements of its patient power, while pointing to our temples, in which they abide.

The venerable and hoary attributes of Freemasonry, silent, like the stars in the firmament, as

brightly beam in the canopy of our Craft. The sun every day at his high meridian illumines the

path over which the Fraternity has travelled through the ages till now. It throws its beams forward

to distinctly trace it for the coming time. The great lights te.ach us one eternal law. The lesser

lights make these lessons bright to be seen, and clear to be understood.

Dear brethren, there are no novelties in the work, ceremonial or teachings of Freemasonry.

That is impossible. Freemasonry, be it what it may, is the concretion of those mysteries which

thousands of years have made unalterable. Faith, in the aforetime, sought a refuge from the

ignorant contentions of incredulity.

He declined to recommend the recognition of the Grand Lodge of South Aus-

tralia because "it is not clear that it is either supreme, sovereign or independent.''

He says of the " Past Master's Degree" that our Grand Lodge formerly recognized :

" So far as we know the authority for this degree as part of the Blue Lodge organi-

zation does not exist. In this jurisdiction there is no such degree. We are not

aware there ever has been."

We concur fully (as will be seen in other places in this report) with Bro. V. in

regard to the ( Hiebec-England controversy. We (juote :
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The contention between the Grand Lodge of Quebec and the Grand Lodge of England is yet

unadjusted. This is cause for the unfeigned regret of all the Grand Lodges of the United States.

The Grand Lodge of Quebec is either a supreme sovereign Grand Lodge, or it is not. It it is, then

it must assert its supremacy within its jurisdiction. Lodges which hold allegiance to another Grand

Lodge, refuse to be governed by the Grand Lodge ot the jurisdiction in which they work, reject and

deny its lawful authority over them, must be regarded, quo ad the jurisdictions they defy, as clan-

destine.

Quebec has so treated those lodges within her territory. In this she must be sustained, if the

doctrine accepted by the lodges of the several States of the United States is to be maintained. It is

loo late now to argue this question. " The American doctrine " on this subject is formulated into a

law for all the jurisdictions of the United Stalts. England is tenacious of Iter sovereignty. This

prevents her from agreeing to the sovereignty of Quebec. The very reason for the action of Eng-

land is, that she insists on her sovereign rights as a Grand Lodge, and that her charters, be they

where they may, are issued by her, and the lodges holding them owe her not only their allegiance

but obedience.

He gives reasons that are satisfactory to us, why a lodge should be maintained

in claiming jurisdiction over its rejected material. By so doing we fully recognize

the universality of Masonry.

We do not agree with Bro. V. that it is a Landmark that an applicant for Ma-

sonry cannot be received unless he is a perfect man physically. If he nas no maim

or defect that will render him incapable of learning Masonry, and conforming

literally to what our ceremonies require, then he may be accepted.

Bro. V. continues his warnings against public installations. lie approves the

Alabama report on "powers of Grand Masters."

Under Washington Territory he compliments M. W. Bro. Zeigler upon his

address

:

We would be charmed to behold Jupiter-Olympia "on his throne of ice under a canopy of

perpetual snow," and Juno by his side in a "perfect fever," demanding condign punishment for the

"lewd dalliance" of the Queen of Beauties with the God of War.

It would be worthy of every effort to be present with Minerva, Diana, Hermes and Ceres.

There might be an exemplification of the " Eleusinian mysteries" and their relation to, if not the

origin of, the mysteries of Free and .Accepted Masonry.

Illinois, 1886, is given a full review, and although not much is expected from

Illinois Freemasons, he commends the action of our Grand Lodge in the Quebec-

England afifair.

We agree fully with Bro. V., as does our Grand Lodge, (see proceedings 1886,

page 118,) in the following:

We cannot agree that a visitor may be admitted to a lodge if a member of the lodge objects,

A Masonic right and a Masonic privilege are different conditions. It is a privilege to visit a lodge,

and the right to exclude what might impair the harmony of the lodge is the right of its members.

We give other comments of Bro. V.

:

The oration delivered by Right Worshipful Isaac Clements, Grand Orator, is a learned, able

and interesting paper. It ought to be printed for circulation among the brethren of the Craft every-

where.
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We congratulate the Grand Lodge on the report of Right Worshipiiil Joseph Robbins, Chair-

man of the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence.

The Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence was begun by our dear Brother

Gurney. He puts his name to the first pages, or the introductory part of the report.

Our Brother Right Worshipful Joseph Robbins finished the report, and signs it, not as chair-

man of the committee.

We are depressed as we read this report. From the remarks of our esteemed brother, Past

Grand Master Cregier, on presenting the report to Grand Lodge, we began to fear our beloved Bro.

Gurney was ill.

To read the review of Grand Lodges, able, exhaustive, instructive, and most excellent as it

is, for which Brother Robbins is entitled to great commendation under all the circumstances ; we
have a feeling of anxious interest and the strongest sympathy for Brother Gurney. We dare not say

more. Our heart is too full for words when we fear that Brother Gurney is suffering. May God
visit him with his tenderest mercies.

And as we write, we learn Brother Gurney has gone to his rest. Alas ! another light gone

out.

M. W. Joseph Eichbaum, Pittsburg, Grand Master.

R. W. Michael Nistiet, Philadelphia, Grand Secretary.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, 1886.

The eleventh annual communication wa.s held in the city of Charlottetown,

June 24th, M. W. John Yeo in the Grand East. Eleven lodges were represented.

The Grand Master's address is brief. He acknowledges the loving care of the

Great Architect, and reports lodges working amicably. Harmony and fraternal

relations e.xist with other Grand Lodges. Appropriately refers to deceased brethren.

Among these are R. W. Bro. Wm. H. Root, Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge of Ver-

mont ; M. W. James Hamilton, Grand Master of Ireland; M. W. I?ro. Benjamin A.

Botts, Grand Master of Texas. Reports official visits to a portion of the lodges in

the jurisdiction. That he has not been called upon for any decisions, and none are

given. Dispensations granted "brethren to appear in regalia at Divine service."

The Deputy Grand Master presents a report that he had dedicated a hall, and

visited a number of lodges.

Lodges, 14; members, 448.

Grand Master and Grand Secretary re-elected.

M. W. John Yeo, Port Hill, Grand Master.

R. W. B. Wilson Higgs, Charlottetown, Grand Secretary.
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QUEBEC, 1887.

The seventeenth annual communication was held in the city of Montreal, Jan-

uary 26th, M. W. J. Fred Walker, Grand Master, presiding. There was a large

representation from the lodges, permanent members of the Grand Lodge, and Rep-

resentatives from other Grand Lodges, including R. W. Bro. Chisholm, Represen-

tative of Illinois.

R. W. Alfred J. Hall, Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Vermont,

was introduced, and happily responded.

The Gnand Master's address is brief and business like. He reports one new
lodge constituted; that he had visited two-thirds of the lodges in the Province with

pleasure to himself, and he hoped with profit to the Craft; that he had attended

several social entertainments given by lodges, and enjoyed these meetings; he had

also visited the Grand Lodges of Vermont and Pennsylvania; he enjoins upon Mas-

ters and Wardens of lodges that they should visit other lodges as much as possible.

Me refers to the ( )ueen's Jubilee as follows :

The year in which we hold this communication is an important one. Our Queen, whom we
love and reverence, fifty years ago ascended the throne. All divisions of the British nation hail the

Jubilee with loud acclaim, and no portion of that empire has more sincere feelings of gratitude that

Victoria has been spared so long to reign over us, than the part contained within the territorial

limits of Quebec. We earnestly pray that further favors may be bestowed upon her. God bless her.

He decides that a man is not physically disqualified for the degrees " if he can

receive and give all signs, grips, etc., and assume all postures required."

An edict declaring non intercourse with the Grand Lodge of England, was

issued by order of the Grand Lodge. Upon this subject the Grand Master says

:

This ends the controversy between England and ourselves. The printed proceedings of this

Grand Lodge shew a continued and persistent attempt to solve the difficulty by peaceful means,

which has failed. The address of my predecessors demonstrated, in the clearest manner, that the

doctrine of e.xclusive territorial jurisdiction was not only held by all the American Grand Lodges and

Scotland, but by England also. Theirarguments have been unanswered, for they were unanswerable.

We would be unworthy the name of Freemasons did we, because comparatively small in numbers,

fear to do that which was right, on account of the power and strength of the Grand Lodge perpetrat-

ing a gross injustice. We shall be glad of the support of our Sister Grand Lodges, but whether such

support is received or not, can make no difference in the stand we have taken in defense of our

position as a Sovereign Grand Lodge. We can rest assured that in the end right must prevail.

Two hundred dollars was sent as a relief fund to Charleston, S. C.

The Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence was received and

adopted.

The so-called Grand Lodges of the Federal District of Mexico and of Lower

California were not recognized.

The Committee on the State of Masonry reported that " Masonry in this juris-

diction has passed through a year of wonderful success."
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The Report on Foreign Correspondence is by Bro. E. T. D Chambers, chair-

man, and although brief it is well written. We quote his opening words :

The duty of preparing the following Report has devolved upon the undersigned, Chairman of

the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, who presents it—his first effort in this direction—with

some misgivings, conscious as he is of its many defects, and of the manner in which it must neces-

sarily suffer by comparison with the superior results of the wisdom, the experience and the judg-

ment of his brethren of the Masonic corps reportorial.

In the compilation of this Report, it has been ever kept in view that it is destined chiefly for

the reading brethren of our own jurisdiction, and so far as consistent with the respect due to

one's own views in matters of Masonic principle, the expression of personal opinion has been sub-

ordinated to abridged reports of the progress of our Order in other jurisdictions, and the doings of

the Craft beyond the territorial limits of the political and Masonic Province of Quebec.

If our maintenance of opinion be firm, its expression, we trust, will be found marked with

courtesy, and to be at all times in harmony with the views entertained by the Grand Lodge of Que-

bec. When we find it impossible to conscientiously entertain and enunciate such opinions, we shall

deem it a duty to relinquish the office of reviewer, rather than continue to misrepresent our

brethren.

We concur in his view that " a dispensation is not necessary to permit a lodge

to bury with Masonic ceremonies a nonathliate. That a lodge may determine

whether it will perform such service." We hold that this is a charitable service like

giving relief, and that each Mason or lodge may determine whether the object of it

is worthy, whether affiliate or non-affiliate.

The report contains extracts from the proceedings of other Grand Lodges upon

the Quebec-England differences.

Illinois, iS86, receives proper notice, and is concluded with the following:

We learn with sincere regret of the absence from Grand Lodge, by reason of severe illness,

and of the subsequent death of M. W. Bro. Gurney, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Corres-

pondence. He had been stricken down by paralysis, and his report was presented by M. W. Bro.

D, C. Cregier, Quebec's valued representative near the Grand Lodge of Illinois. Bro. Gurney's

reports are amongst the most valuable contributions of the age to Masonic literature. Masons
everywhere, and especially in the jurisdiction of Quebec, will grieve to learn of the loss they have

sustained in his death.

Lodges, 59; meml^ers, 2,876.

M. W. J. Fred Walker, Montreal, Grand Master.

R. W. J. IL Isaacson, Montreal, Grand Secretary.

RHODE ISLAND, 1886.

The first page is embelli.shed with an engraving of " The Perry Monument.'*

Following this is an account of a special communication of the Grand Lodge held
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at Newpoit on September ist, 18S5, at the laying of the corner-stone of this struct-

ure. On account of ilhiess the Grand Master was not present, and R. W. Newton

D. Arnold, Deputy Grand Master, was in charge. The ceremonies are very inter-

esting. A beautiful oration appears, delivered by R. W. Henry \V. Rugg, Grand

Chaplain. We give his opening words:

To cherisli the iiiemory of the illustrious dead is alike a privilege and a duty. A noble im-

pulse prompts mankind to applaud the worthy deed and honor the doer. Bad as our world is, it yet

has a genuine respect for human excellence, however displayed, and is ever attracted towards its

real benefactors. So it is some grateful commemoration is given to the hero and the sage, the mar-

tyr and the saint, whoever is deemed to have given an e.xceptional representation of the graces and

virtues of humanity. The departed do not ask such memorial tributes ; they are not affected by

" Storied urn and monumental bust."

It is for those who survive and come after them that expressions and reminders such as these

are needed for ourselves, and for posterity we eulogize departed worth and erect the memorials that

call attention to the noble and the great. The utility of pursuing such a course cannot be doubted
;

for are we not all hero-worshipers, and are we not influenced in the building of character and
the shaping of conduct, by the types and models of human excellence presented to view ?

The Roman youth who beheld in the Atriuiii of his habitation the marble statues of the most

renowned of his ancestors, was naturally led to heroic thoughts and aspirations. It is ever thus.

The honored members of a family circle, the saintly'characters of a religious communion, the sages

and patriots of a State—these being dead, exert a profound influence upon those who are reminded

of what they were and what they did.

The semi-annual communication was held in the city of Providence, November

l6th, 1SS5, the Deputy Grand Master presiding. Officers of (irand Lodge installed,

reports of committees received, and routine business of local interest only transacted.

A special communication was held in the same city February 3d, 18S6, when

Saint Andrew's Hall, Saint John's Hall and Saint Mary's Chapel were dedicated to

Masonic uses. The Grand Master, officers of the Grand Lodge, also the Governor

and Lieutenant-Governor were in attendance. Tlie services were rich with praise

and song, and oratory and feasting.

The ninety sixth annual communication was held in the same city May 17th,

M. W. Lyman Klapp, Grand Master, witli officers of the Grand Lodge, and repre-

sentatives of thirty-three constituent lodges present.

The address of tlie (uand Master is good. lie expresses regret tliat sickness

prevented his visiting lodges, but says the Deputy Grand Master faithfully dis-

charged this duty. Congratulates the brethren that but few decisions have been

necessary, and <leprecates excessive legislation. He reports the condition of the

Craft as follows

:

The general condition of the lodges, and of the Craft throughout the State, is most satisfac-

tory, as shown by the reports of the District Deputies.

Entire peace exists between all the lodges ; and in those few instances where disturbing ele-

ments for a time threatened the harmony of individual lodges, the danger, we trust, will be or has

been averted, by the exercise of " that most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace," and

the blessing of Him, who alone " maketh men to be of one mind in a house."
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He reports the death of one Worshipful Master, and says:

It gives US much pleasure to report that the senior member of this Grand Lodge, Worshipfu

Brother Benedict Aldrich, Past Master of Friendship Lodge, now in his ninety-fifth year, continues

in good health, and was able to be present at a recent communication of Temple Lodge and assist

at the raising of four candidates.

Most Worshipful Past Masters Johnson and Hutchison, the only others who were members

during or prior to the Anti-Masonic days, are still with us ; and it is a great pleasure to welcome

both these venerable brothers here to-day ; and I am sure you will all join in the prayer that God
will spare these fathers in Masonry yet " a little," " before they go hence and be no more seen."

Dispensations to confer degrees, etc., granted. We find the following:

The larger part of the dispensations to sign by-laws without examination was to prevent

brothers from remaining non-affiliated through the summer, as those lodges were to hold no com-

munications until fall.

Masonry takes no vacation in Illinois. We .suppose our Rhode Island brethren

have Sunday School during the summer, and lodge meetings during the winter

when the Sunday Schools are closed, so that they have somewhere to go the year

round.

The Grand Master thinks it important to Masonry that all Past Masters should

continue to be members of Grand Lodge. We think it might become dangerous to

our representative system when such members (each entitled to a vote,) outnumber

the representatives of lodges. Masonry would not suffer if their voting privileges

were curtailed to a vote collectively.

The reports of District Deputies show faithful work done.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence have not reviewed the proceedings

of Grand Lodges, but present a brief report of matters referred to them. Recognition

of so-called Grand Lodges in Mexico, New South Wales and Victoria denied, and

accorded the Grand Lodge of South Australia. Resolutions were adopted sustaining

the Grand Lodge of (Quebec in asserting its authority over lodges in its territory. An

amendment to regulations was unanimously adopted, "that no subordinate lodge

shall admit a visitor to whom objection is made by a member of the lodge."

M. W. Newton D. Arnold, Providence, Grand Master.

R. W. Edwin T5aker, Providence, Grand .Secretary.

SOUTH CAROLINA, 1886.

This venerable Grand Lodge held its one hundred and tenth annual communi-
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cation in the Masonic Temple, in the city of Charleston, December 14th and 15th,

M. W. J. Adger Smyth, Grand Master, presiding.

The Grand Master's address is not confined to prose. He alludes to the calami-

tous earthquakes, but says nothing has disturbed the peace and harmony of our Fra-

ternity, and says "this great calamity proves that deep in all hearts there beats a

common love and sympathy for our fellows in distress. The brethren waited not to

hear our cries for help, but actuated by the glorious principles of our Fraternity, it

was only needful for them to know there was suffering, and their loving hearts

prompted them to relieve the brother's wants." From an appendix we find that

$15,088.43 was contributed to this relief fund. Pennsylvania leads with contribu-

tions of ^3,175.93, and New Jersey comes next with ^1,100.00.

The Grand Master thinks it the duty of Grand Lodges to sustain the Grand

Lodge of Quebec in its claim for exclusive control of Masonry in its territory. Me
says of perpetual jurisdiction :

The doctrine of perpetual allegiance to their lodge on the part of those applying for initiation,

as well as those formally admitted into membership, is now insisted upon by nearly all the larger

jurisdictions. It is repudiated by only a very few Grand Lodges, and these situated for the

most part in more newly settled States and Territories. We think it equally essential to the well-

being and harmonious growth of our Fraternity.

Upon the condition of the Craft he says :

Harmony pervades our lodges, and I am able to reiterate the belief expressed to you a year

ago, that, beyond a question. Masonry is on an upgrade in our jurisdiction, and the prospect

before us is certainly brightening. In visiting the lodges I have been much gratified in the improve-

ments reported in their financial condition, and also in the character of the new material that is

being admitted into our Fraternity. This I consider far more important and more cheering a sign

than the mere number of candidates who are receiving the benefits of Masonry.

One dispensation for a new lodge was granted. He reports the laying of a

corner-stone for a monument to the Confederate dead at Lexington. Full reports

appear from the District Deputy Grand Masters.

We find the following in the proceedings

:

PROPOSED .\MENDMENT IN REGARD TO LODGE MEETINGS.

The amendment proposed last year by W. Bro. J. B. McFadden, as follows:

That no lodge be allowed to fix Simday as the day for holding its communication.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master ruled that this amendment of the Constitution would

infringe upon the imiversality of Masonry, and was therefore un-Masonic, and out of order.

If by the ruling of the Grand Master, he intends to hold that the universality of

Masonry prevents a Grand Lodge from deciding that lodge meetings, other than

for funeral purposes, shall not be held on Sunday, we disagree in toto.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence submitted the following report :

We regret to note the disturbing questions between the Grand Lodge of Quebec and the

Mother Grand Lodge of England still remain unsettled, and we, therefore, repeat the recomraenda-
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tion adopted by this Grand Lodge at its last annual communication, to-\vit :
" That the brethren

under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina respect and obey the edict oJ the Grand

Lodge of Quebec in regard to the members of the lodges in their jurisdiction, to whom reference is

made in their proclamation."

We further recommend that the recognition of the Grand Lodge in the Federal District of the

United States of Mexico be deferred for the present, at the same time expressing our interest in the

prosperity of the Craft in Mexico.

We further recommend that the resolution of R. W. Bro. Charles Inglesby, recognizing the

Grand Lodge of South Australia by this Grand Body, be adopted.

Report concurred in.

The committee to whom was referred the Louisiana Resolutions, made a

lengthy report, modifying these resolutions and recommending their adoption. Up-

on motion of Bro. Inglesby, "the report was received as information, and ordered

to be spread upon the minutes."

When the time arrived for the election of Grand Officers, the Deputy Grand

Master, Senior Grand Warden and Junior Grand Warden appealed to M. W. Grand

Master Smyth to reconsider his determination to not be a candidate for a third term.

Whereupon he did so, and was unanimously reelected. A fitting compliment to a

worthy Craftsman.

An exemplary Report on Correspondence from the experienced hand of Bro.

Charles Inglesby, Grand Secretary, fills one hundred and six pages of the volume

under review. Upon questions of Masonic jurisprudence he is sound.

Upon the question of perpetual jurisdiction we quote :

It will be observed that this decision is a virtual repudiation of the perpetual allegiance doc-

trine which we have in this jurisdiction, and which we think prevails in most of the Grand Lodges,

and the action of the lodge is condemned, because in violation of the edicts of the Grand Lodge, and

not because it is a violation of general Masonic law. We note this, because, as we have said in

former reports, we think that our Grand Lodges should be harmonious on so important a subject as

this is, and one so apt to lead to discord and discussion.

lie criticises Grand Masters who begin their addresses with the startling fact

that " another year has gone." lie correctly holds " whether a maiming debars a

candidate from Masonry depends upon whether he can literally conform to all the

requirements of Ancient Craft Masonry."

Upon the question of Grand Lodge sovereignty we quote

:

There is no Grand Lodge of Great Baitain. There are three lodges there—England, Ireland

and Scotland. We presume that the conditional recognition sought was from the Grand Lodge of

England. Conditional recognition. Quebec absolutely and positively declined to receive such

recognition when offered respectively by the Grand Lodges of England and Scotland, and she was

applauded for doing so by most of the Masonic students of America. Conditional recognition based

on concurrent jurisdiction, excludes one of the leading prerogatives of the Grand Lodge as we un-

derstand it; that is, its exclusive supreme government over the Craft in its Territory ; and it seems

to us that in the American acceptation of the term Grand Lodge, a Grand Body which consents to

concurrent jurisdiction, necessarily precludes other Grand Lodges from according her recognition.

With a Grand Lodge the maxim " atit Caesar, aiit tmlliiis," should be maintained.
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A full ami fraternal review is made of Illinois proceedings, 1885, and quota-

tions made from the Deputy Grand Master's address, the report of the Committee

on Jurisprudence, and from the Report on Correspondence; a high and deserved

compliment is paid to Bro. Gurney as a Masonic jurist and writer. He says, "R.

W. Bro. W. S. Hooper, Grand Orator, delivered an oration worthy of the Grand

Body to whom it was addressed."

Lodges, 167; members, 5,233.

M. W. J. Adger .Smyth, Charleston, Grand Master.

R. W. Charles Ingleshy, Charleston, Grand Secretary.

TENNESSEE, 1887.

The seventy-third annual communication was held in the city of Nashville,

January 25th, M. W. Thomas O. Morris, Grand Master, presiding. Six Past Grand

Masters, the representatives of other Grand Lodges, including Bro. A. V. Warr for

Illinois, and representatives for a large number of lodges, were present.

The Grand Master does not deliver an oration, but in a methodical manner re-

ports his official acts to the Grand Lodge. He had issued a large number of dispen-

sations to elect and install officers, and one for a new lodge. He reports profitable

vi.sits to lodges.

Fifteen official rulings are reported, being constructions of their local regula-

tions. He concludes thus :

STATE OF THE CRAFT.

These include my official acts as Grand Master. They have not accomphshed as much as 1

desired. My business arrangements have not allowed me the time to visit as much as I should have

done. While this is so with me as Grand Master, brethren, what have you done individually for

the good of the Craft ? Have you used the talent that God gave you to carry forward the grand

teachings of this noble Fraternity ? Have you assisted your brother in his distress? Have you

dried the tears of the widow and orphan, and laid up in the archives of their breasts a blessing for

yourself and our Institution ? Or have you, like many of our brethren, (unthinkingly, I hope),

spoken a harsh word of one another, and torn down the character that you should help to build up?

Have you taken that which in God's chancery belongs to another, be it honor, fame or riches? God

grant that all of our skirts may be clean in these particulars. Brethren, I have been disheartened

at times during this year, when I have seen and felt the lethargy that like a dark cloud seems to

surround us. What is the cause of all this lethargy and luke-warmness? It is not the times, for an

era of prosperity seems to be all over the country.

Too Many Lodges.— In my opinion we have too many lodges. Masonry is too easy to get.
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It is right at our door, still the brethren will not attend. In times past when the brethren were

compelled to ride twenty or thirty miles to attend lodge meetings, the records show that the lodges

were full ; the brethren met in social intercourse ; were glad to see each other
; pulled off their hats

and were at home all day. When the time came to separate, they left feeling glad they had been

there, and looked forward with joy to the next meeting. Now we, sometimes, meet with hardly a

quorum present, transact business strictly, and as soon as the lodge closes make a break for the door

seemingly afraid that we will have to stop long enough to shake hands with each other. Let us get

rid of this habit at once and try the old way awhile.

C/i«rz'i'_j'.— Further, this is a practical age, and every tree is judged by its fruit. Charity is

one of the foundation stones of our Fraternity. What are we doing with the revenue we are collect-

ing year by year ? What monument are we building to our fame ? Have we a record like our sister

State of Kentucky? She has a monument built to Masonry that speaks louder than words. Year

by year she is taking part of her revenue for the maintenance of her Widow and Orphans' Home,
that noble building under whose roof there is always room, food and clothing for the widow and

fatherless of upright and honorable Masons. God bless them in their noble charity, and may He
put it into the hearts ot all Tennessee Masons to go and do likewise. Pardon me, brethren, for

speaking thus plainly. I could not say less, and would that I had the power to say more.

In closing, let me thank you, brethren, for the uniform kindness and courtesy which you

have extended to me. If I have made errors, and we all do, charge them to the head instead of the

heart. The sands of my official career are nearly run, and we are fast traveling to that quiet city of

the dead; but so long as I shall live, from my heart I will thank you for the great honor that you

have conferred on me.

Many propositions were made declaring it an offense to remain non-affiliated,

but action was postponed until the next annual communication. Legislation will not

remedy this. Let the brethren strive the more earnestly to make lodge meetings

profitable and interesting.

The Report on Correspondence by Bro. Frank M. Smith is a well written paper

of 74 pages. Bro. S., however, presents extracts from the proceedings of Grand

Lodges without criticism or comment.

Illinois, 1886, is reviewed.

Lodges, 339; members, 14,755.

M. W. Caswell A. Goodloe, Alamo, Grand Master.

R. W. John Frizzell, Nashville, Grand Secretary.

TEXAS, 1886.

The fifty-first annual communication was held at Houston, Decemljer 14th to

17th, M. W. Z. E. Coombes, Grand ALister, in the East.
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Nine Past Grand Masters and the representatives of two hundred and sixteen

lodges responiled to roll call.

The address of the Grand Master is a brief, methodical business report.

Five lodges were C(-)nstituted, and dispensations granted fur twenty new lodges.

The corner-stones for thirteen public buildings, twelve churches, school buildings

and court houses, were laid during the year. Two answers to tjuestions, with noth-

ing new announced, appear under the title "Decisions." lie says, "Peace and

harmony prevail, and the Craft are moving forward doing good and true work."

The contributions from the several Grand Jurisdictions for relief at Galveston are

next given, but the totals are not footed, and we will not stop to add it up. Lodges

in Illinois are credited with 5350.00. Fitting mention is made of the decease of the

following brethren: M. W. Luke E. Barber, Grand Representative near the Grand

Lodge of Arkansas ; Wm. Tell Adrean, Representative near the Grand Lodge of

Maryland; and Robert S. Chew, Representative near the Grand Lodge of Virginia;

also of M. W. Past Grand Master E. W. Taylor, 1847—his Masonic virtues and zeal

are commended to the Craft.

The Deputy Grand Master presents an address, by which it appears that he has

some powers similar to those of the Grand Master, even though the Grand Master

was not absent from his station. He reports granting dispensations, delivering

decisions, etc.

On the evening of the first day a Lodge of Sorrow was held, and an eulogy was

pronounced by the Grand Orator.

The work of our large Jurisdiction whicli is done by one Committee on Char-

tered Lodges, Appeals and Grievances, etc., is divided up among a large number of

committees, each having a share of the work, and the reports are found scattered

along through the proceedings.

Three hundred pages of the volume under review is occupied with the names

of members of lodges, which we think could well be omitted.

E. J. Simkins, for the committee, presents the Report on Correspondence. It

is a review of twenty-two Grand Lodges and occupies ninety pages. Illinois is not

included, although the Grand Secretary acknowledges the receipt of our proceedings.

If the Committee on Foreign Correspondence was but one competent brother, in-

stead of being composed of five members, we would look for better and more satis-

factory work.

Members, 20,1 17.

M. W. A. J. Rose, Salado, Grand Master.

R. W. T. W. Hudson, Houston, Grand Secretary.
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UTAH, 1887.

The sixteenth annual communication was held in Salt Lake City, January iSth

and 19th, M. W. Parley Lycurgas Williams, Grand Master, presiding.

The Representative of the Grand Lodge of Illinois responded to roll call, as

did the representatives from the eight lodges in this jurisdiction.

The address of the Grand Master is all that such a paper should be. We e.\-

cerpt

:

While there has been no marked increase in membership during the past year, and the num-

ber of constituent lodges remains the same as at our last communication, yet there has been ap-

parent a growing interest among the brethren in all that appertains to the welfare and progress of

our Institution.

AMENDMENTS TO EY-LAWS APPROVED.

Story Lodge No. 4, amended Section 2, of Article VI, of its By-Laws, whereby the annual

lodge dues were reduced from J12 to $8. Although approving this amendment so as to enable the

lodge to act under it until the meeting of the Grand Lodge, I seriously doubt its wisdom. In this

jurisdiction, where everything is high priced, as compared with the older settled and more populous

portions of our country, I do not believe our lodges, with their limited membership, can meet their

necessary expenses and the demands of charity with dues at so low a rate.

With the lodge treasuries empty, and demands for funds pressing, there is an increased

temptation to admit material that better remain without the precincts of our lodge rooms.

I have also just received an amendment to Sec. 2, Art. VI, of the By-Laws of St. John's

Lodge No. 8, reducing the annual dues from ;^i2 to $6, but have not approved it.

Prompt attention was given to difficulties which had arisen among the Craft.

He reports the most cordial relations with Grand Lodges throughout the world, ex-

cept the slightest discord with Nevada, which he hopes may be speedily removed.

In regard to the earthquake disaster we find the following :

The day following the receipt of the news of the dire calamity that had overtaken the inhabi-

tants of Charleston, S. C, by the earthquakes, I directed our Grand Secretary to inquire if the breth-

ren there were in need of our assistance, and received an affirmative reply, I ordered ijioo of the

funds of the Grand Lodge to be forwarded by telegraph for their relief. Receipt of the same was

subsequently acknowledged by letter.

He pays loving tribute to the deceased Bro. Frank Tilford, Past Deputy Grand

Master 1878-1879, and Grand Master 1879-1880. Also to Bro. Adam Sharp Patter-

son, Past Junior Grand Deacon and Grand Marshal. Of the latter he says: "He
was a man of many excellent qualities of head and heart, of kind and generous

impulses, honored and beloved by his brother Masons, and respected and trusted as

a lawyer and official reporter of the courts of the Territory."

We then lind the following:

The Grand Lodge of Illinois has lost one of its most illustrious members, Past Grand Master

Theodore T. Gurney, who died at his home in the City of Chicago, after a lingering illness, the

result of overwork.
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He was for a number of years Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence, and as such

gained a world-wide reputation. He was a Masonic scliolar of unusual attainments, and a polished

and at the same lime a fearless writer on all Masonic subjects. He was a brave defender of Ancient

Craft Masonry, and his interesting reports are looUeduponas thehigbesl authority, and will constitute

a valuable addition to the Mas(mic literature of the future. His death is not only a loss to the Grand
Loi'.ge of Illinois, but will be seriously felt and deplored by the Fraternity at large.

Other sister Grand Lodges have lost distinguished members, some dying with their " harness

on," who were known throughout the land for their Masonic integrity and zeal. They have joined

the great majority, but their good deeds will live for centuries to come.

Tlie report of that estimable Craftsman, Christopher Diehl, Grand Secretary, is

an interesting one. There are only eight lodges in this Jurisdiction, neither of them

having a membership of one hundred, paying Grand Lodge dues of from $54.00 to

$300.00, or a total of $1,482.00, and an amount in excess of this for charity. Surely

these brethren, by their acts, exemplify the principles of Masonry.

The Librarian reports accessions to the Grand Lodge Library, and a total of

bound volumes 6,900.

The Committee on Grand Master's address reported

:

Your Committee on Grand Master's Address beg leave to report that they have carefully read

the same, and commend it to the careful consideration of this Grand Body ; we feel confident that

the M. W. Grand Master has conscientiously discharged the duties of his office during the past year

and with an eye single to the best interests of the Fraternity in Utah, and at the same time, with a

firmness and dignity calculated to command the respect and esteem of all Brethren within the

jurisdiction.

Upon applications from newly organized Grand Lodges for recognition, M. W.
Bro. Diehl reported in favor of "making haste slowly," and no recognitions were

accorded.

The Committee on Jurisprudence submitted a lengthy report upon the Louisiana

Resolutions, which had been referred to them, declining their adoption, because

each Grand Lodge should retain the right to enact its own laws, not in conflict with

Ancient Landmarks.

The Grand Lodge wisely abolished the so-called Past Master's degree as any

part of Craft Masonry, or as a prerequisite to installation.

The Grand Lodge approved the call for a general Masonic Convention at Chi-

cago, June 22d, for the purpose of mutual consultation and advice, and recommended

" that our Grand Master and as many of our P. G. Masters as can do so, attend."

Bro. Christopher Diehl presented his usual excellent Report on Foreign Cor-

respondence. He courteously reviews Illinois proceedings 1886. He comments

upon Bro. Gurney's Report on Correspondence as follows :
" It is written with that

sharp pen and strong mind of which all of his works are noted. Love for Ancient

Craft Masonry was grown to his heart, and every drop of his true blood was devoted

to its advancement and purity."

He refers to Bro. Gurney's death as follows:
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Wc now come to the Report on Correspondence, written by Bro. Theodore T. Gurncy. It

is the last one he wrote. Bro. Gurncy is no more. The pale Rider has taken him to that unknown

land where eternal peace reigns.

" On this side and on that, we see our friends

Drop off like leaves in autumn."

The cemetery that holds Bro. Gurney's last remains, is hallowed by one more sacred grave.

We have always felt an interest in the (Jrand Lodge of Utah, and especially in

the progress and Masonic attainments of Grand Master Williams, who was a

Southern lUinoisan. We remember well the last time we saw this brother. He

with his father's family were beginning their journey by the overland route to the

valley of the Great Salt Lake, with well equipped wagons and a drove of cattle in

the rear of the train. We were then sixteen years of age, working on a farm in the

neighborhood at ten dollars per month. Bro. W. was a few months older. We
were permitted to take a pony, and, with other lads, assist in starting the cattle upon

the trail, with Parley, as we called him, in command. We assisted in the drive un-

til we reached the residence of Judge Iloge, now of Salt Lake, a distance of eight

miles, judge IL then went out with the train.

From Southern Illinois, included within a radius of twenty miles, has Ijeen fur-

nished a Grand Master, M. W. Bro. Logan H. Roots, to Arkansas; M. W. Bro.

Williams to Utah, and two Grand Masters to Illinois, and we feel proud that these

distinguished Masons, Bros. Root and Williams, have met with such honor serving

the Craft in their respective jurisdictions.

The Grand Master and Grand Secretary were re-elected.

M. W. Parley Lycurgus Williams, Salt Lake City, Grand Master.

R. W. Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City, Grand Secretary.

VERMONT, [886.

The volume of 348 pages before us first gives the proceedings of a special com-

munication held at Burlington, March 14th, " to perform the last sad rite of Masonic

burial due from the M. W. Grand Lodge to its R. W. Grand Secretary, Wm. H.

Root, who died in the city of Burlington, March 12th." After devotional exercises

at the Unitarian Church, the body was interred at Lake View Cemetery with Ma-

sonic ceremonies, the Grand Master ofticiating. Other Grand Officers and a large

number of brethren in attendance.

7t
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The ninety- fourth annual was held in Burlington June Qth and loth, M. W.
Marsh O. Perkins, (Irand Master, in charge.

The Grand Master delivered a most excellent adilress. We would be pleased

to give it all. We quote a portion of his remarks upon deceased brethren

:

While the bearer of burdens, the faithful Craftsman, and master workman, have been busily

employed, the Reaper with his scythe has been equally active. The veteran Craltsman whose

presence has oft inspired us, the brother in the prime of life and vigorous manhood, and the youth

who but yesterday was presented with the lambskin, have alike met and yielded to the grim tyrant,

Death. Of their presence among us nothing remains but the influence of noble lives, and we cherish

with heartfelt gratitude the remembrance that we have been permitted to sit at the feet of such old

age, to stand side by side with true manhood, and to bring to youth some knowledge of the strength

of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. The familiar faces, the cordial hand clasp, and the hearty greet-

ings of Root, and Dana, and Stuart, we miss. The hero, Stannard, in whose memory a Nation joins

in reverential honor, has crossed the silent river. Skinner, and Sturtevant, and Howard, and

Ruggles, and Morey, and Kent, and Blossom—the list is a long one—of the noble band who with-

stood the attacks of anti-Masonry, and live to see the sun again " at its meridian height the glory

and beauty of the day," await on the other shore their companions, who calmly and peacefully

watch the approach of darkness which is followed by the light of perfect day. The names of Roberts

and Brooks, of Thompson and Clark, must also be added. Others, too, have joined the countless

throng whose names are unknown to us, but whose departure has added pangs of parting to burdened

hearts. Let us unite in sympathy with those, to whom both named and unnamed were even nearer

and dearer to us, their brethren, and with them bow our heads in sorrow. The flowers of spring-

time recall the heroic virtues of soldier dead. Let words of tribute, tender and true, be inscribed

upon the tablets of our hearts, and upon printed page, to recall in like manner precious memories ot

our fraternal dead.

He says, with few exceptions, the lodges have enjoyed peace and prosperity

during the year. That unless haste is slowly made, "suitable proficiency " will not

be acquired. He reports two dispensations to confer degrees without regard to

time; the appointment of Bro. L. M. Read, Grand Secretary, and advises the pur-

chase of Past Grand Master's jewels, and "hopes the retiring disposition and blush-

ing modesty of the distinguished brethren who have governed the Craft may no

longer be interposed as objections to immediate action."

A portrait of Past Grand Master Butler was presented to the Grand Lodge.

M. W. J. Fred Walker, Grand Master of Quebec, and M. W. George O. Tyler,

Past Grand Master of the same Jurisdiction, were in attendance as visitors, and were

appropriately received. In another place we find R. W. Wm. Brinsmaid, Junior

Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, was present, and also a letter from

Past Grand Master J. W. Graham, of Quebec, saying he was sorry he could not be

there. We are glad to see these fraternal visits. It does the visitors good, and also

the brethren visited. The members of a Grand Lodge are always pleased to have

a distinguished brother from another jurisdiction presented.

Application for the recognition of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales was

refused, and of Porto Rico deferred.

A beautiful memorial address upon the life and services of Bro. General George

J.
Stannard, was delivered by Bro. A. G. .Safiford, and is printed in the proceedings.
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The reports of thirteen District Deputy Grand Masters show that they have paid

attention to the Craft in their several districts, and that these officers are useful as

well as ornamental.

M. W. L. C. Butler presents, as he is in the habit of doing, an able Report on

Correspondence. It occupies 93 pages. He thinks a report, when prepared, is of

little benefit to the brethren unless they read it, and is in favor of having the pro-

ceedings of the Grand Lodge read in the lodges.

Gives the report of the Masonic Board of Relief of San Francisco, and says;

This is a magnificent work of charity and deserves the hearty thanks, if not a more tangible

appreciation, from all those jurisdictions whose dependent brethren, wives, widows and orphans have

been cheered by its benefactions.

Bro. Butler, in his review of Delaware, in commenting upon a Grand Lodge

by-law which "provides that a Mason who remains for one year non-affiliated, or

without petitioning for affiliation, is guilty of unMasonic conduct, and after trial

may be expelled," says:

We had the impression that Masonry was a voluntary Institution ; that nobody was obliged

to become a member of it or to stay in it any longer than he chose ; and that it was not a Masonic of-

fense if he withdrew from it and never affiliated again ? Are we mistaken ? More light ! more light ! I

A Grand Lodge might find some excuse for depriving non affiliates of lodge

privileges, visitations, joining processions, etc., but to declare that a brother, because

he does not find it convenient to unite with a lodge, is guilty of un-Masonic conduct

and may be expelled from Masonry, is a perversion of the principles of Freema-

sonry.

Bro. Butler devotes two and a half pages to Illinois proceedings, 1885, and

speaks of the document as " a ponderous volume of over four hundred pages in

small type." Speaks fraternally of Grand Master Thomas' aftlictions, and gives a

synopsis of M. W. Bro. Darrah's address. Gives a part of the oration of Brother

Hooper, and thinks it a gem of oratory and eloquence.

We quote the following explanation of the recognition of the Grand Lodge of

Cuba and Colon

:

We have been very much gratified and instructed by the perusal of Bro. Gurney's report. We
are pleased to agree with him generally in his well digested opinions of Masonic law and usage.

With respect to the origin and Masonic status of the lodges in Colon and Cuba, Bro. Gurney may
be better informed than ourselves. The information in our possession did not indicate to us any

irregularity in the formation of the lodges in the organization of that Grand Lodge, nor in the union

of the two as one. It simply informed us, as we remember, that the disagreements between the two

conflicting organizations were harmonized, and that the twain had been merged into one. There

was no oflicial information that any of the lodges entering into the organization were " not of

legitimate parentage," and no suspicions were entertained by the committee who reported the

resolution, that Grand Orients or any illegitimate organization purporting to be Masonic had any
hand in their production. Hence Bro. Gurney's conclusion is not correct, though a logical deduction

from his premises, that " our brethren of Vermont declare by their recognition of the so-called Grand

Lodge that the Supreme Council or Grand Orient did have and do now have the inalienable right to
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foist these spurious productions upon the Masonic world as duly constituted Masonic bodies." Ver-

mont declared no such thing when its Grand Lodge extended the hand of fellowship to the Grand

Lodge of Cuba and Colon. It based its recognition upon the official information it had before it.

And we have no doubt when official information shows it to be a fact that lodges "of illegitimate

parentage " were included and recognized in its organization without due J>rocess of healing, the

Grand Lodge of Vermont will take such action thereupon as shall comport with its own dignity, and

that of the Masonic Fraternity, wherever dispersed. More light!

Bro. Gurney's report is a very valuable one and we are pleased to have his endorsement of so

large a portion of the Masonic views we have expressed. We believe in Ancient Craft Masonry.

We like the ring of those old Saxon words, which remind us that Masonry is not a modern Institu-

tion, that it has come down from days of yore, and is the same in all its symbols and work wherever

its votaries are found.

Bro. Butler is a ready and forcible writer, but tries to avoid giving offense.

Under Iowa, however, he strikes his lance at Bro. Parvin, as follows:

We are greatly pleased with Bro. Parvin's commentaries on the various Grand Lodge pro-

ceedings, and in general we find no occasion for disagreement with the views he expresses upon

points of Masonic law and usage. He is a Mason of long standing, a veteran in the ranks, one who
has made Masonry a study in its jurisprudence and in its practical applications. We were therefore

taken somewhat aback when we read in his report such expressions as these, "the fact is the so-called

ancient landmarks are myths;" "fables as foolish, many of them, as old women's stories;"

" stuff." We were not quite prepared for such expression of disloyalty to the landmarks oi Ancient

Craft Masonry, as laid down in its ancient and honorable records. And we could not help think-

ing as we read them, nor can we resist the impulse to place our thoughts on record, that had our R.

W. Bro. Parvin joined with the vast throng of Masons in all Masonic jurisdictions, in all the ages

past and present, in their firm belief and attachment to the ancient landmarks of the Craft ; that it

is not in the power of any man or any body of men to make innovation in the body of Masonry ; and

had so taught and instructed the lodges and brethren in his jurisdiction, his Grand Lodge would not

now present before the Masonic world the Masonic anomaly of having in their jurisdiction a lodge

that has deliberately received into its membership as a "just and upright Mason " a man who " is

minus a right arm."

Under review of Nova Scotia we tind the following:

Bro. Moore thinks the record of the expulsion of P. G. Secretary Clark " had better not have

been put in print." We assure our brother that all the Masons in this jurisdiction regretted the neces-

sity which seemed to imperiously demand the record we made. The offense was notorious. In spite

of all efforts to prevent its publicity, it had become a matter of public notoriety. Grand Lodges of

other jurisdictions had made allusions to it in correspondence. In order, therefore, to defend the

Institution of Masonry from the scandal of endorsing the offenses he had committed, the Grand
Lodge wss compelled to take action upon it, and to send our action to all Masons wheresoever dis-

persed.

We see nothing wrong in publishing such delinquencies.

Lodges, 103; members, 8,017.

M. W. Marsh O. Perkins, Windsor. Grand Master.

R. W. Lavant M. Read, Bellows Falls, Grand Secretary.
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VIRGINIA, 1886.

The one hundred ;ind nintli annual communication was held in the city of

Richmond, December 13th, I4lh and I5lh, M. W. Francis II. Ilill, Grand Master,

presiding.

M. W. B. R. Wellford, Representative of this Grand Lodge, was in attendance.

The Grand Master's address is a clear and succinct statement of his official acts

during the year. He says " our relations with all the Crrand Lodges with which we

are in correspondence are of the most cordial and fraternal character, and, so far as

I am advised, the subordinate lodges in this jurisdiction, with few exceptions, have

been united and prosperous." He makes fitting mention of deceased brethren in the

jurisdiction.

The Grand Master reports a large number of questions answered, but we find

none of general interest. He recommends that no affiliation fee be charged. Dis-

pensations for four new lodges were granted. A Masonic hall at Waynesboro was

dedicated. The Grand Master ordered a circular appeal sent out for relief at

Charleston, S. C., but before it was done notice was received that no more funds

were needed.

Work was exemplified in the Past Master's Degree.

M. W. Peyton S. Coles, Grand Lecturer, submits an interesting report. We
give the opening sentences thereof, which indicates his faithfulness :

Mosi H'orsJiif>/ul Waster and Brethren ofthe Grand Lodge of Virgijiia :

Brethren: In making my annual report to you, I will state fully what work I have done,

and trust that my efforts in the discharge of my duty may meet with your approval.

The work to some extent, has been difficult ; over so large an area it is impossible to do justice

to all the districts, or to visit during the year more than one-third of them.

The need of instruction is almost universal. Each year the officers of the various lodges are

changed ; unskilled Masons are often put in high and responsible places who have no opportunity

of improving themselves in the work.

Knowing it to be impossible to select judiciously, in every case, the lodges most needing in-

struction, I have, whenever it was possible, responded to invitations and endeavored to assemble in

all cases the brethren at convenient points, and thus render the lectures generally effective.

I hope I have not labored in vain, but that the working committees I have instituted in the

different lodges, and the impetus given by class instruction, may eventually lead to uniformity and
perfection in our ritual. I have endeavored to the best of my ability to impart the Grand Lodge
work. The zeal and perseverance generally evidenced have lightened my toil, and the mutual in-

spiration stimulated me often when, tired and discouraged, I have felt my task onerous.

The Committee on Proceedings of Grand Officers, pay deserved tributes as

follows

:

The touching farewell address of the Most Worshipful Grand Master having been submitted

to a special committee, of which Past Grand Master W. H. Taliaferro is chairman, we will leave it

in their hands, but wish to express our profound sorrow that, in accordance with the laws of this
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Grand Body, we are called upon to part with him as Grand Master, and we feel that we express the

unanimous feelings of every member of the same when we say that he will ever occupy a warm place

in our affections.

On a cursory examination of the books of the Grand Treasurer, they appear to be correctly

and accurately kept, and we would commend him for his zeal and efficiency.

Your committee are utterly at a loss to find language to express their admiration for Right

Worshipful Brother W. B. Isaacs as an incomparable officer. He has earned the eulogies of this

committee for so many years, that nothing remains to be said in his praise, but your committee feel

that his worth is too well known to need at our hands what we would express in this report.

As regards the worth and untiring industry of our Most Worshipful Brother P. S. Coles,

Grand Lecturer, any attempt at commendation on our part would be only a repetition of the expres-

sions used by every Mason in this Grand Jurisdiction, whenever and wherever his name is men-

tioned. His own consciousness of work well done must be more agreeable than anything we could

offer in praise of this indispensable officer.

The reports of District Deputy Grand Masters give detailed accounts of the

condition of all of the lodges, and much praise is by them accorded the Grand

Lecturer for his labors.

The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That so much of the charge to the Deputy Grand Master as reads " sit at our right

hand," be amended and changed so as to read " sit at our left hand."

A well written Report on Foreign Correspondence is presented by Bro. Wm. F.

Drinkard, who at this session of the Grand Lodge was elected Grand Master. Bro.

D. takes strong grounds in favor of prerogatives of Grand Masters. He holds that

such power has been exercised ever since Grand Masters were known, and long

before constitutions were adopted, and therefore it is a Landmark. He says where

these prerogatives are opposed, that in emergencies, they are exercised. He agrees

with his Grand Lodge that any officer of a lodge may resign.

He does not agree that a Grand Lbdge should supervise the Report on Corres-

pondence, and aptly says

:

The Grand Master would have the Grand Lodges responsible in some sort (or the utterances

of the reporters on Foreign Correspondence. That is an impracticable proposition. A reporter can-

not be responsible for his Grand Lodge, nor it for him. As well submit law questions to a town

meeting. It is understood everywhere that Past Grand Masters Drummond, Vaux, Simons, Brown,

Gurney, Vincil, and the rest of the Grand Lodge reporters, speak for themselves, though they speak

so ably, and though their opinions have so much weight. Either have no report, or let the reporter

speak his mind. And who is to sign an emasculated report, and become responsible for it? If the

reporter insults another Grand Lodge or reporter, remedy is in the hands of the Grand Master. He
can appoint a new reporter.

He also pertinently says

:

A Grand Lodge cannot as a body know what either the Cerneauites or the Pikeites are. In-

dubitable proof that we are right is found in the fact that Maryland recognizes the Cerneauites

whilst Massachusetts will not allow her Masons to sit in lodge with the Cerneauites.

Brother Emmons E Chapin furnished a model Report on Foreign Correspondence. It is so

arranged that you may read extratts or comments or both. It saves reader a vast deal of trouble not to
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have to go over the facts of every Grand Lodge again and again, as has to be done when the reporter

includes all such facts in his comments, instead of designating them so that they maybe skipped

over.

Illinois is given courteous review. He says: " Illinois having sided with Que-

bec, and put under ban the three English lodges in Montreal, the Grand Master tells

what resulted," and c[uotes the withdrawal of the commission to the Representative

of the Grand Lodge of England near this Grand Lodge. Of course it is to be re-

gretted that there should be any disturbance of the fraternal relations with the

Grand Lodge of England, and many Grand Lodges are so anxious not to disturb

these relations that they are content to mildly tender advice to this Grand Lodge,

although such advice has been tendered for many years. We are in favor of peace,

and believing there can be no peace unless the doctrine that Grand Lodges upon

this continent shall have control of all lodges located within their territory is main-

tained, we adopted the resolutions sustaining Quebec.

We have enjoyed the time spent with this Grand Lodge. We have the honor

of being its Representative near the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

Lodges, 213; members, 9,113.

M. W. Wm. F. Drinkard, Richmond, Grand Master.

R. W. Wm. B. Isaacs, Richmond, Grand Secretary.

WASHINGTON, 1886.

The twenty-ninth annual was held at Olympia, June 2d to 5th, M. W. Louis

Ziegler, Grand Master, presiding.

The venerable Senior Past Grand Master, James Biles, was received with

Grand Honors.

The Grand Master delivered a lengthy address. A considerable part of it is

devoted to the beauties of Masonry, wherein Jupiter, Minerva, Hermes and Diana

figure. A few deaths are reported, including Past Grand Master D. C. H. Roths-

child, who in a state of mental aberation took his life. Dispensations for four new-

lodges reported. The Grand Master thinks lodges should " make haste slowly " in

making Masons. A number of answers to questions are reported, but none that are

new or of suftlcient general interest as to require comment. Relations with other

Grand Lodges reported peaceful. Cornerstones laid for " Washington College " at

Tacoma, and for Grace Hospital at Seattle.
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The Grand Master reports visiting the Grand Lodge of Oregon, also the Grand

Lodge of this jurisdiction, with M. W. Bro. Reed, and says "we were received

with courtesy and distinction." lie pays a high and deserved compliment to Bro.

Reed.

The Grand Master reports an exhaustive address to the Masons in his Jurisdic-

tion, defending an edict issued hy him " making it unlawful to receive and act upon

the petition of a man engaged in the manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquors,

other than for mechanical or medicinal purposes."

$319.30 was contributed in response to circulars, for relief at Galveston, Texas.

He opposes mixed funerals, or uniting with other societies in burial ceremonies.

Also the joint occupancy of halls. lie recommends the ritual adopted by the Com-

mittee on Work. He reports restoration of health through the healing waters of

Hot Springs, and touchingly refers to the death of a daughter.

The Grand Secretary presents a complete report of his laliors. He shows ac-

cessions to the Grand Lodge Library.

The Grand Lodge witnessed the exemplification of the work proposed by the

committee, and then the work was adopted—and refused to adopt a regulation pro-

hibiting the joint occupancy of halls.

M. W. Bro. Reed, Committee on Correspondence, presents an able report in

regard to the difficulties existing between the Grand Lodges of England and Que-

bec, but concludes it with a recommendation that England advise the three recusant

lodges in Quebec to unite with the latter Grand Lodge. This recommendation has

been urged, and disregarded by the Grand Lodge of England, and we think the

doctrine of undivided Grand Lodge sovereignty of so much importance that stronger

measures are justifiable.

The Grand Lodge decided to hold the next annual communication at Van-

couver.

The Report on Correspondence occupies 140 pages of the proceedings, and is

signed by M. W. Bro. Reed, chairman. The work, however, was divided between

the chairman and M. W. Bro. Ziegler. The review is ably written, and in the main

exhibits that fairness and brotherly .spirit which should characterize such papers.

We were surprised, however, at some of the matter contained in the review of Illi-

nois by Bro. Ziegler. He alludes to the Grand Lodge of Illinois as the first in zeal

and the third in magnitude in the brilliant constellation of Grand Lodges. Compli-

ments Grand Master Thomas' address as an able and concise paper. He makes

some criticisms of Deputy Grand Master Darrah, who had acted as Grand Master

almost the entire year, and of his address, which we think are in bad taste and un-

warranted. He says, "he made a strenuous effort in the deliverence of himself of

an address, and attempts to say much of very little done." He quotes D. G. Mas-

ter's remarks u]ion the death of R. W. Bro. Hiram W. Hubbard, that " he was an
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earnest and zealous laborer for the success of the Schools ot Instruction," and says:

" This is the distemper that seems to effect the Deputy Grand Master badly." He
further comments

:

The Deputy Grand Master has the Orphans' Home fever, and like unto that illustrious apos-

tle, of the Masons Orphans' Home scheme, that while one member of that Grand Lodge of no mean

degree, advocated the scheme, yet the Grand I^odge in its wisdom dismissed it, after due inquiry,

as impracticable ; and we truly trust that the Deputy's pet scheme may meet the same fate : for

experience teaches that these Orphans' Home and Temple schemes are foreign to the true intents

and purposes of a Masonic Grand Lodge, and consequently are baneful to its weal, and fraught with

dangerous results.

The address of the D. G. M. reporting his supervision of the Craft in this large

Jurisdiction, occupies five pages less ot printed matter than does Bro. Z's address as

Grand Master of Washington Territory, appearing in the proceedings under review.

Grand Master Darrah has been zealous in behalf of the Masonic Schools of Instruc-

tion in this Jurisdiction, but if this is a "bad distemper," M. W. Bro. Thomas and

other of his predecessors have been afflicted with it, as they have earnestly carried

out the provision of our constitution which requires that " the Grand Master shall

provide for thorough instruction in the work and lectures already established by this

Grand Lodge."

M. W. Bro. Darrah has been zealous in estalilishing a " Masonic Orphans'

Home," but it has not met with the fate that Bro. Z. wished it would. In the

address of Bro. D. referred to, he stated that it was not a project of tlie Grand

Lodge, but that a circular had been issued calling for contributions from the Craft,

and not one dollar has been contributed by the Grand Lodge, or asked for from its

fund. On October 7th, 1886, the " Home " was dedicated by Grand Master Darrah

assisted by the members of the Grand Lodge. The following appears in the report

of the dedication :

"The Illinois Masonic Orphans' Home was incorporated March iith, 1885,

to provide and maintain a home for the nurture and intellectual, moral and physical

culture of indigent children of deceased Freemasons of the State of Illinois, and a

temporary shelter and asylum for sick or indigent widows of deceased Freemasons.

Funds have been collected by means of membership fees, and all Master Masons in

good standing are eligible to membership. A few months ago the Hayes mansion

at the corner of Sheldon Street and Carroll Avenue, Chicago, was purchased by the

Board of Directors. The building is brick, two stories high, with a high cut-stone

basement and mansard roof, making really a four story building. The grounds are

ample and well shaded. The building has been placed in good repair, and good

and suitable furniture for the purposes intended has been provided. The building

and grounds are beautiful and commodious, well adapted to the purposes for which

they are intended to be used, and every Illinois Mason should gladly contribute his

mite to sustain this noble Masonic charity." And this institution will be thus

maintained.

The best evidence of the fact that M. W. Bro. Darrah met the high expecta-

tions of the brethren of Illinois, is shown by his election as Grand Master in 1S85,
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and his unanimous reelection in October, 1886. The derelictions of Bro. D. seem

to have escaped the attention of the 50,000 Masons of this Jurisdiction, and of all

other correspondents except Bro. Ziegler. Bro. Z. was evidently feeling badly when

he reviewed his " Motlier Grand Lodge," and we think while so feeling it would

have been better had he permitted M. W. Bro. Reed, chairman of the committee,

to have reviewed our proceedings.

Lodges, 40; members, 1,807.

M. W. Louis Ziegler, Spokane Falls, Grand Master.

M. W. Thomas M. Reed, Olympia, Grand Secretary.

WEST VIRGINIA, 1886.

The twenty-second annual communication was held in the Masonic Temple at

Wheeling, November 9th and loth, M. W. Hiram R. Howard as Grand Master in

the East.

The Grand Master was not present, and no address having been sent in, other

business was proceeded with. The Grand Secretary reports the condition of the

Craft as follows

:

The information received at my office is of a very satisfactory character, as to the condition

of the Order within our jurisdiction. Our growth in the State is not rapid; but it is nevertheless

steady and continuous. The portals of our lodges, I am glad to know, as a general thing, are

securely guarded, and the result is none but "good men and true" are allowed to enter. While

such is the case, our membership will not increase with that rapidity that some might expect and

desire ; but in the end it will be seen our lodges have acted wisely and well.

The Grand Lecturer submits a report showing that he had appointed and com-

missioned a Deputy Lecturer in each of the eleven Districts. Then follow the re-

ports of Deputy Lecturers, and the eleven District Deputy Grand Masters.

The Committee on Appeals and Grievances reported no business Ijefore them.

The Committee on Reports copy the following from the report of a District

Deputy: " I found this lodge in a state of action, owing to the fact that there was a

Consistory there, and they all wanted to carry a sword and wear a plume." and rec-

ommend that it be not printed But it is there. We presume it is to be considered

as surplusage.

A brief Report on Correspondence (53 pages) is from the pen of Bro. Atkinson,

Grand Secretaiy. Bro. A. says he has known men who could not write their names,
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who would have made good Masons—and thinks this should not exclude them.

He thinks " Blue Lodge Masonry should not be allowed to suffer from any conflict

that may go on between high degree Masonry," and that " all efforts on the part of

Blue Lodge Masons to settle in Blue Lodge the legitimacy of Pikeism or Cerneauism

will certainly fail." Sound. He favors the rule of perpetual jurisdiction over re-

jected candidates.

Proceedings of Illinois, 1885 and 1 886, receive fraternal notice. He pays high

tribute to our beloved deceased Bro. Gurney. Quotes from the addresses of Clrand

Masters Thomas and Darrah, also from the oration of Grand Orator Hooper, and

says " it is a gem of oratory from beginning to end."

Nearing the end of this volume we find an address of the Grand Master, for-

warded after the close of the communication.

M. W. H. R. Howard, Point Pleasant, Grand Master.

R. W. Geo. W. Atkinson, Wheeling, Grand .Secretary.

WISCONSIN, 1886.

The forty-second annual communication was held in the city of Milwaukee,

June 8th and 9th.

Immediately upon the opening of the Grand Lodge the Grand Master introduced M. W. Bro.

Theodore T. Gurney, Past Grand Master of Illinois, who was received with the Grand Honors, and

thereupon delivered one of his brief but characteristic speeches, full of interest, and containing some

points which set the brethren to thinking.

This is doubtless the last Grand Lodge that the good Bro. Gurney visited.

M. W. Oliver Libbey, Grand Master presiding, delivered a sensible address.

We give_ the opening. It is worth perusal :

Brethren of the Grand Lodge :

Permit me to extend a cordial greeting as we meet upon the threshold of a new year, the

forty-second of our organization. May a spirit of harmony pervade our session, and a feeling of

deep reverence and earnest thankfulness fill our minds in view of a continuance of those favors

which are vouchsafed us by the Great Creator of the universe, under whose guardian care we may
rest in safety.

I congratulate you upon the rapidly improving condition of the material interests of our

country. The cloud, perhaps no larger than a man's hand, which lately appeared upon the horizon.

Is fast passing away, and ihe various industrial interests, recently threatened, are, by a wise adjust-
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ment of conflicting claims, fast regaining their former prosperity. That small faction of anarchy

and revolution, the outgrowth of foreign hotbeds of infidelity and socialism, which temporarily

raised its head, has been promptly repressed, not more effectually by the strong arm of the law,

than by that stronger force of public opinion, which speaks a language not to be mistaken.

Our land offers no foothold to those whose object is the destruction of organized government

and civil institutions, and none are more prompt in affixing the seal of their condemnation than

the members of our Craft.

Freemasonry at large is advancing on the peaceful tenor of its way as in the years that are

last past.

Disturbing elements have apparently disappeared from view, and a wise system of jurispru-

dence has laid at rest all subjects of a nature to create dissention among the several Grand Lodges.

An occasional attempt on the part of a few lodges to evade the long established rule of exclusive

jurisdiction is made in some of our sister Grand Lodges ; but such attempts are in vain, and cannot

long survive the unanimous expression of disapproval which pronounces the sentiment of the grand

body of Masons. Among our constituent lodges, hardly an instance of discord or disagreemant has

arisen during the year, and moderate accessions to their ranks have shown their healthy and pros-

perous condition. That such a condition exists, is due not to the active supervision of the Grand

Lodge or its officers, but to the zealous and faithful efforts of the brethren of the subordinate lodges,

to whom is committed the duty of guarding the outer door and maintaining the reputation of the

Craft, and who have so effectually performed their work.

Since we last met a large number of our brethren have fallen from our ranks and crossed the

narrow stream which separates us from the future world. The records of a well-spent life are theirs,

and the realization of a hope of a blessed immortality. The memory of their virtues remains with

us, a legacy of value, if rightly employed. Their names will be recorded, and an appropriate in-

scription placed on its proper page in the record of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge.

Reports Representatives appointed near other Grand Lodges. Two hundred

dollars out of the Grand Lodge fund contributed for relief at Galveston, Texas.

Calls the attention of the brethren to the edict of Quebec, and says:

This Grand Lodge, in accord with the spirit of American Freemasonry, has repeatedly de-

clared its adhesion to the rule of exclusive jurisdiction, and will assist in establishing this principle

by extending its sympathy and co-operation in cases which will justify their exercise.

The Grand Lodge, upon report of Committee on Correspondence, adopted tlie

following resolution :

Resoh'eii, That the Grand Lodge of the State of Wisconsin regards all lodges in the Province

of Quebec holding allegiance to any Grand Lodge other than the recognized Grand Lodge of that

Province, as illegal and irregular, and that all lodges and brethren under the jurisdiction of the

Grand Lodge of the State of Wisconsin are charged not to hold Masonic intercourse witli such

illegal or irregular lodges, or any member thereof.

Rsolved, That the M. W. Grand Master of the State of Wisconsin be requested to issue his

edict, in conformity herewith, to the lodges and brethren of his obedience.

The Grand Master reports two sjiecial communications held; one August 15th,

at Milwaukee, "where the corner-.stone of the Armory of the Light Horse Squadron

was laid with the usual ceremonies of the Craft, and an address by the Deputy

Grand Master." " On the 4th of June Bro. R. P. Man.son, as Deputy for the Grand

Master, assisted by other brethren, laid the corner-stone of St. John's Church at

Wausau, with the usual Masonic ceremonies."

4
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The several new lodges to which charters were granted were constituted and

their officers installed. Two dispensations issued for new lodges. Thinks the

Schools of Instruction held have been of much benefit to the Craft, and recom-

mends their continuance. Five decisions are reported, based upon local regulations.

The Grand Secretary presents a good report. Complaint was made by Water-

town Lodge, No. 49, against Garfield Lodge of this Jurisdiction. M. W. Bro.

Darrah caused an investigation to be made, and upon a report Watertown Lodge

passed a resolution fully exonerating Garfield Lodge from any blame, and it was

thus amicably adjusted.

Bro. M. Z. Youngs, Grand Lecturer, reports thirty schools of instruction held,

and says "lodges are in a better condition, and doing more and better work, than

for years past."

The case of Past Grand Secretary John W. Woodhull, which was postponed at

the previous session of the Grand Lodge, was taken up, and he was expelled from

Masonry.

The Revised Constitution was adopted.

The Louisiana resolutions upon International Masonic Law were presented,

and action upon them indefinitely postponed.

The elficient Grand Secretary, Bro. Lallin, is the representative of Illinois near

this Grand Lodge.

The Report on Correspondence of i8o pages appears from Bro. Emmons E.

Chapin, Committee, reviewing fifty-four Grand Lodges, including Illinois, 1885.

Under California the following appears

:

The Committee on Grievances, through its Chairman W. Bro, Alvan R. Conklin, reports the

several cases considered fearlessly and independently, but whether it is best to report the finding of

facts in full, and the conclusions of law in each case, is as well as to report conclusions in brief only,

is at present undergoing considerable discussion. Our opinion is that conclusions only are sufficient.

This is the rule in our Grand Lodge, but we do not think it is satisfactory to the

brethren, or for the best interests of the Fraternity. Conclusions only, without giving

the facts in the case, do not enlighten the Craft as to the holdings of the Grand

Lodge. We think brief decisions from the Committee on Appeals, stating the facts

in each case, their conclusions, and the reasons therefor, when printed, furnish the

Craft in general with much valuable information of practical use to them. We think

names might be omitted.

He approves a single ballot for the three degrees, and says it works well in

Wisconsin. So it does in Illinois. Bro. C. thinks three a sufficient number to open

a lodge of M. M.'s and transact business. Our Grand Lodge ByT.aws require seven,

and we think if that number cannot be obtained that the lodge had better not meet.

Under New Brunswick he gives good advice

:
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There is no Report on Correspondence. Brethren of the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick,

will yon listen to one who has seen the rise and fall of funds in Grand Lodge? Whatever way may
seem expedient to "raise the wind" to fill an empty exchecjuer, don't go into the biennial session

business ; don't fail to annually print the proceedings ; don't stop your correspondence ; don't

lower the salary of the Grand Secretary to a pittance ; but go to work like men and Masons and

raise the dues for a short time, and thus keep square.

Under New Soutli Wales he pertinently say.s :

The principal business of this Grand Lodge is transacted by a "Board of General Purposes,"

at quarterly meetings. It ought to be that the business should be transacted like unto her sister

Grand Lodges, in the States, where every one can have "a hand in the pie"— for Freemasonry does

not go upon the list of "too many cooks spoil the broth !" A great portion of the work in quarterly

meetings appears to have been receiving and appointing representatives.

Illinois is courteously reviewed, seven pages being devoted to it. He thinks

the Grand Master's address of unusual interest. Quotes approvingly his remarks

upon the importance of schools of instruction. He also quotes what the Grand

Master says about his personal enjoyment of the exercises of dedicating the Wash-

ington Monument. Gives quotations from the Grand Secretary's report, and thinks

it complete. He says the report of Fast Grand Master Cregier, as Representative

of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, in regard to the lodges retaining allegiance to the

Grand Lodge of England, is .so full and explicit that he gives it entire. Commends
the practice ol having a stenographic reporter to report the proceedings of the Grand

Lodge. Mentions Bro. Gurney as a "veteran writer and thinker." He quotes

liberally from Bro. Gurney's report, and says :

Bro. Gurney reviews Wisconsin, and in doing so criticises our action in recognizing "New
South Wales." The table prepared by Bro. Gurney had not come before the Committee on Cor-

respondence at the time this subject was under consideration. If it had, there might have been

different views concerning the plan of too hasty recognition of a Grand Lodge knocking for recog-

nition.—And, too, Bro. Gurney must remember that all Masons are not as well advised upon these

questions as he, and it is from his reports, and such as his, that we obtain more light.

Bro. Chapin, in concluding his report, says :

Brethren, our work in this department of Masonry is done. We have endeavored to dis-

charge the duty imposed upon us without fear, favor, fee, or hope of reward. If Masonry has been

benefitted by our labor in this Correspondence for the past three years (to say nothing of having

done two years work in the first year of writing the Correspondence), we shall be satisfied.

And says, "the encouragement received from such noble men as Brothers Gur-

ney, Drummond, Vaux, Parvin and others, shall never be forgotten."

Lodges, 204; represented in Grand Lodge, 190; membership, 12,922; in-

crease, 224.

M. W. Eugene S. Elliott, Milwaukee, Grand Master.

R. W. John W. Latlin, Milwaukee, Grand Secretary.
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WISCONSIN, 1887.

The forty third annual communication was hckl at Milwaukee, June 14th, 15th

and i6th, M. W. Eugene S. Elliott, Grand Master, presiding. The address of the

(Jrand Master occupies thiiteen pages. We give his opening words :

Returning summer brings to a close the term for which I was chosen to preside over this

Grand Lodge ; and now I have the pleasure of welcoming you here, and extending to you fraternal

greeting as you begin the labors of the new year.

While other sections of the country have suffered grevious calamities, a merciful Providence

has smiled upon us. Our losses by death have been few in number, embracing none from the mem-

bership of this Grand Body, while uniform prosperity seems to have attended the Fraternity through-

out the State. Among the honored dead of sister jurisdictions, there is none whose memory is

nearer to the hearts of the Fraternity of this State than the late T. T. Gurney, of Illinois But a

year ago, then apparently in vigorous health, his presence gladdened the communication of this

Grand Lodge, and the inspiring words then addressed to us still ring in our ears. Masonry can ill

afford to lose such men.

Early in September an urgent appeal was received from Most Worshipful J. Adger Smyth,

Grand Master of South Carolina, on behalf of the brethren in the city of Charleston. He wrote :

" The ruin and devastation is widespread and almost universal. In consequence of the destruction

of dwellings and other buildings, probably more than half the population is homeless and camping

out in the open air. Help is therefore most urgently needed by the Masons of Charleston, in com-

mon with the rest of the community, not only on account of the present distress, but because the

long continued and unwonted exposure to the weather must result in serious sickness and suffer-

ing."

I could not allow this cry ot distress from our brethren of the far south to pass unheeded. I

therefore addressed a call to all the lodges of this State for contributions in such amounts as they

deemed proper. This met with a cheerful and prompt response, and I soon had the satisfaction of

transmitting through the Grand Secretary to Grand Master Smyth the sum of $799. The report of

the Grand Secretary will give in detail an account of this fund, with proper credit to the contribut-

ing lodges. Although the sum remitted was generous in amount, I have no doubt it would have

been much larger had we not received word that no further assistance was needed, whereupon notice

was given to our lodges to withhold further contributions. I cannot forbear at this timelo publicly

thank the brethren who so nobly responded to this demand. This action was a' practical demon-

stration of what Freemasonry is and should be, and did and will do more to answer the sneers of

the enemies of our Fraternity than volumes of arguments. I sincerely trust ihat its receipt gave

Charleston brethren as much comfort as the sending gave us pleasure.

He reports dispensations granted for three new lodges, and in regard to applica-

tions refused says

:

I have had several informal applications for dispensations to form new lodges in small and

slowly growing places not far distant from already established lodges. In all these cases the number
reported as desirous ot joining in the institution of a new lodge was small, in some instances barely

reaching the constitutional requirements. I have discouraged all such applications. Although this

State is rapidly growing in population, and new towns are to-day located where two or three years

ago was only a forest, and although the demand for Masonic privileges from such places is loud and
frequently justifiable, I would not regard it as an unmixed evil if this Grand Lodge should refuse for

some time to come to grant any more charters. But if such a step would be too radical, I would
recommend that care be taken to institute lodges in such places only as have a reasonably large body
of Freemasons ready and anxious for the privileges. A lodge barely strong enough to meet its run-

ning expenses is constantly tempted to make use of unfit material in its work ; and when its mem-
bers are obliged to assess themselves to meet such expenses, tlie duties which they owe to charity

are too apt to be neglected.
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Twenty-nine decisions are reported, but none calling for comment. We give

No. 20, in which we concur

:

20. An unworthy candidate having been initiated and passed, through the negligence of the

investigating committee, an objection was rightly interposed by the Master when made aware of the

candidate's unworthiness. 1 am of the opinion that when objection is made to advancement, the

candidate is entitled to the benefit of a trial upon charge and specifications, and if acquitted should

be allowed to advance. This opinion is not supported by any provision of our constitution.

The Concluding words of the address are worthy of perusal

:

The year now closing has been uneventful in the history of the Craft in this State. Although

our membership has been steadily increasing until it now numbers over 13,000 Master Masons, al-

most absolute harmony and quiet has prevailed. The few causes of complaint which have been

brought to my attention have uniformly not been of a serious nature and will cause hardly a ripple

upon the surface of our waters. Indeed I have sometimes felt as if there was too much quiet, and

that the great tranquility was too near akin to sleep. If this be true, if our harmony is due to dull-

ness and want of zeal and our quiet to lassitude, we cannot too soon awaken to the dangers that

surround us.

We live in the nineteenth century ; among a people that have found steam too slow and are

harnessing the lightning for their steed ; among a people that crowd within forty years of average

human life a century of work as work was done a century ago ; who are too busy to dream, too

thoughtful and acute to be superstitious, who are intolerant of everything that cannot prove itself to

be of use. A people who grapple the present and reach forward to the future, but who care little for

the past ; who think nothing of feeding their locomotives with the mummified remains of the Pha-

raohs, or of covering the most sacred monuments of antiquity with advertising posters. In such an

age and amid such surroundings, we cannot afford to rest content with traditions, no matter how
glorious. The world is rushing forward and we must move with it or be left behind. I concede that

Masonry is and should be conservative ; I admit that it has no use for new-fangled notions and is

safest when it abides by the teachings of the fathers; but I urge that we should put more nineteenth

century vim into those teachings Let us be more charitable, more social, more faithful. A meagre

attendance at lodge meetings, a year finished with no expenditures for benevolence, entertainments

to which our wives and families are not admitted, all this indicates dry rot which must be checked

or the fabric will go to pieces. Our danger is from within, not from without. The ranting of an

army of detractors cannot affect an institution which has withstood the ravages of centuries.

The pyramids which stand like lonely sentinels watching for the returning countersign of the

myriads whose footsteps shook the world when Rome was a desert and Athens only a hovel may
well regard with profound indifference the hissing of the reptiles which drag their slimy lengths

along their base. And so this Fraternity, which has survived the malice of bigotry and the persecu-

tion of tyrants, never seeking a convert, trying to refuse all but good, but steadily increasing until

now its members joining harvd to hand circle the globe with the strong grip of a Master Mason, this

Fraternity need care nothing for the attacks of those who draw their knowledge from ignorance and

their facts from fiction.

We, who have traveled the rough and rugged road which leads to the sublime degree, know
how much of good, how little of bad, is here contained.

We know that the teachings of our Craft constitute a code of morality as perfect as can be

devised by the wisdom of man ; we know that while in no sense a substitute for, it i.s the faithful

ally of true religion, and we know that under its influence all that is good, all that is true, all that is

beautiful in our manhood is elevated and perfected.

Knowing these things, let us with renewed zeal go forward in the work which lies before us,

caring nothing for the sneers of those who will not follow. With us the shame, if we fail to practice

what we preach, but with us also the glory, if steadfastly and earnestly, in spite of errors and of

failures born of our weakness, we do the right as God gives us wisdom to know the right.
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R. W. John W. Latlin, Grand Secretary, is the Representative of the Grand

Lodge of Illinois.

The Committee on Jurisprudence disapproved of Decision No. 20 referred to,

and their report was adopted.

M. W. John Frizzell, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, being

present, was welcomed by the Grand Master, and responded in some pleasant re-

marks.

We find the following action taken :

P. G. M. Emmons E. Chapin introduced the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Report on Foreign Correspondence be accepted and printed with the pro-

ceedings, and that the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered to Bro. Duncan McGregor for his

brief, unique and able report.

Which was adopted unanimously.

At the laying of a foundation stone for a soldier's monumsnt, at Berlin, May

30th, Grand Master Elliott addressed the people so eloipiently and well that no

apology is necessary for making extracts

:

Bravery is the common heritage of humanity ; it is usurped by no class ; it is restricted to no

people ; it has commanded the respect and won the admiration of all ages.

The men of Therniopyla; will never be forgotten ; the deeds of those who laid the corner

stones of the pyramids are deciphered by an applauding world after the lapse ot 4,000 years.

But while we respect and admire bravery, even when stimulated by merely selfish ambition,

it is only when that bravery is united to a self-sacrificing patriotism, and guided by devotion to

principle that it inspires our reverence and wins our love. Then bravery becomes heroism, and it is

a sacred duty, which we owe rather to the living and to future generations than to the dead, to

manifest that reverence and that love on all proper occasions. And what more fit occasion than

this day, when Spring is crowning new-born Summer with fragrant flowers, and the people of every

portion of this great country are decorating the graves of their honored dead, could have been

chosen to begin the construction of a memorial to the fallen heroes ofyour own hearthstones, by which

to testify, not more sweetly nor more beautifully, but more permanently, than by decorating wreaths

of flowers to your reverence and your love ? And what time could be more seemly for the Grand

Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Wisconsin to unite with you in the performance

of this sacred duty?

The Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons is founded upon principles of charity, morality

and brotherly love. Its traditions are of peace. Instituted in times when a man's best friends were

his own strong arm and his trusty word, it confined itself to the modest arts of peace. Its mission

has been to build up, not to destroy, and its influence has always been exerted in favor of good

government. Whatever has been calculated to promote the public welfare has found friends in this

Fraternity, which has always been ready to assist every praiseworthy undertaking.

But the monument which you will build will symbolize that love of country, that obedience to

law, that pride of citizenship, that devotion to the principles of public and private morality which

are and always must remain the corner stone of this government wkile this government shall endure.

The strength of a nation is measured, not by its numbers nor its wealth, but by the intelli-

gence, morality and patriotism of its people. For wealth will corrupt ignorance, and corruption,

unless opposed by a sturdy morality and a self-sacrificing and devoted patriotism, will, sooner or

later, sap the fomidation of our institution, and crumble to the dust the fabric that has cost a hund-

red ye.ars of heroism to erect.
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Therefore, in dedicating this monument, do we perform one of the highest acts of good citizen-

ship, for by it we will be reminded, and our children will be taught to emulate the example of those

patriots who gave to their country the priceless gift of life, and that the lives so cheerfully given

were not those of subsidized hirelings, nor of chivalrous adventurers, but of men who, with an in-

telligent comprehension of the needs and duties of their times, freely gave for principle what they

would not have bartered for gold.

And now, invoking the blessing of Almighty God upon this act, in the name of the Grand

Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Wisconsin, I do dedicate this monument to in-

telligence, to morality and to patriotism ! May it stand for ages, inspiring future generations so to

live that they may be worthy of the heroes here commemorated, who knew so well ho-w to die !

The Report on Correspondence of 71 pages was presented by Bro. Duncan

McGregor, and although he apologises for it as being his first, it is above the average

of such reports, and is highly creditable to its author and this Grand Lodge. Illi-

nois receives courteous review. He gives the words of M. W. Bro. Cregier in pre-

senting the report of Bro. Gurney, and says

:

The correspondence report was written by the veteran reviewer, Bro. T, T. Gurney, now no

more. This report closed his active Masonic labors in the lodge below. He was unable to be

present at the annual communication, but had prepared the report with his usual care, and entrusted

it to Bro. D. C. Cregier for presentation. The scholarly, clear and wise opinions of Brother Gurney

will be missed as we turn over the pages of future proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

Lodges, 206; members, 13,108.

M. W. Eugene S. Elliott, Milwaukee, Grand Master.

R. W. John W. Laflin, Milwaukee, Grand Secretary.

WYOMING, 1885.

The eleventh annual communication was held at Laramie, December ist, R. W.

J. W. Goddard, Deputy Grand Master, presiding.

M. W. E. F. Cheney, Grand Master, was prevented from attending because of

sickness in his family. A brief address from the Grand Master was read by the

Grand Secretary. We give the opening words of the Grand Master's address:

Brethren :

Our devout and humble thanks are due to the Supreme Architect of the Universe, for the

merciful protection and care which He has extended over us during the past Masonic year.

We meet to bring tidings from the Craft in various portions of our jurisdiction, and to devise

means of fostering, disseminating and perpetuating the cherished fundamental truths of the Order.
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We have assembled in the interests of Freemasonry, to maintain its principles and to transmit them

unimpaired to those who shall come after us—those principles which unite men of every country,

sect and opinion, and conciliate true friendship between those who might otherwise have remained

at a perpetual distance.

Since last we met, a year with its labors and its refreshments has passed into history. With

some it has been a season of "prosperity"—with those we rejoice ; to others it has been a season of

"adversity"—let us offer to them our condolence and a brother's prayer that brighter days await

them.

I have not been able to visit all of the lodges in the jurisdiction during the year, but from

careful inquiries from the officers thereof, it affords me pleasure to announce that there is increased

interest manifested, with a full determination to defend the integrity and honor of our ancient and

honorable institution.

Since our last communication harmony has prevailed within the jurisdiction, and between

this and our sister Grand Bodies.

No decisions reported.

R. W. J. H. Symons, Grand Secretary, submits a good report, showing lodges

6, members 435. He reports additions to the Grand Lodge library, and expresses

the hope that it may one day rival the famous Grand Lodge library of Iowa. He
announces that he cannot accept a re- election.

Bro. J. H. Hayword, representative of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, submitted

a report concerning the controversy between the Grand Lodges of Quebec and Eng-

land, when tlie following resolutions were adopted :

" Be it Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the Territory of Wyoming, jealous of her own
independence and sovereign powers within her prescribed limits, will not only maintain and defend

these rights for herself, but has and will at all times record her voice and vote against a violation

of them by others.

" Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the Territory of Wyoming regards all lodges in the

Province of Quebec holding allegiance to any Grand Lodge other than the recognized Grand Lodge

of that Province, as illegal and irregular, and that all lodges and brethren under the jijrisdiction of

the Grand Lodge of the Territory of Wyoming are charged not to hold Masonic intercourse with

such illegal or irregular lodges, or any member thereof."

The lodges with whose members all Masonic intercourse is interdicted by the above action

are St. Lawrence, St. Paul and St. George, located in the city of Montreal, each of which works

under a charter granted by the Grand Lodge of England and refuses to render allegiance to the

Grand Lodge of Quebec, within whose jurisdiction they are situated.

One hundred dollars was contributed to the Masonic Relief Association of

Galveston, Texas.

A forty page report on Foreign Correspondence, from the pen of R. \V. E. P.

Snow, appears in the proceedings. He reviews Illinois proceedings, 1S84, and says

that the then Grand Master delivered an excellent address, and gives quotations

therefrom. Compliments Bro. Gurney for his able review. Thanks, Bro. Snow.

He alludes to the work of the Board of Relief in San Francisco, and says: " In

California Masonic profession is more than a name." Under Delaware he quotes

the Grand Master saying "that the Masonic fraternity was founded at the very
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earliest daiun of civilization,'^ and says "he may be correct, but our experience has

not enabled us to trace the genealogy of Freemasonry with any degree of certainty to

that early period."

M. W. J. B. Adams, Rawlins, Grand Master.

R. W. E. P. Snow, Cheyenne, Grand Secretary.

WYOMING, 1886.

The twelfth annual communication was held at Cheyenne, December 7th and

8th, R. W.
J. II. Goddard, Deputy Grand Master, acting as Grand Master.

A brief address of the Grand Master appears in the proceedings. We give his

opening :

To Almighty God our thanks are due for the privilege of being permitted to assemble together

again in peace and harmony, to review the transactions of the Masonic year just closing, and to

legislate upon such matters as may seem necessary.

I have visited but few of our subordinate lodges during my term of office, for the reason that

I knew them to be officered by brethren skilled in the art, and true, tried and trusty, but am
pleased to report that from reliable information received, I can say they are all in a flourishing con-

dition.

He reports a dispensation issued for a new lodge ; the laying of a corner-stone,

with Masonic ceremonies, for a railroad depot at Cheyenne, also for a University

building. Says " our relations with all sister Grand Lodges are still friendly and

unbroken." "No decisions of any importance have been made during the year,

which I think is conclusive evidence that peace and harmony prevail in all our sub-

ordinate lodges."

A lengthy oration from Bro. William Ware Peck is printed in the proceedings.

It is well written, but we think if Grand Orators would devote more time to explain-

ing what Masonry is, and its purposes, instead of lengthy disquisitions upon its tra-

ditions and antiquities, it would be better.

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is presented by Bro. W. L. Kuyken-

dall, committee. It is well written, but is only a brief synopsis occupying twenty

pages. Illinois is courteously noticed.

He says of Bro. Gurney's report

:
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Bro. Gumey as correspondent in his usual vigorous style presents an instructive review of

Masonic correspondence and proceedings of jurisdictions. We only regret that the space allotted

in our work to each jurisdiction prevents extracts therefrom or comments thereon. For general in-

formation we commend it as the best report of the kind that has been presented.

Lodges, 6 ; members, 498.

M. W. N. R. Davis, Cheyenne, Grand Master.

R. W. W. L. Kuykendall, Cheyenne, Grand Secretary.

DAKOTA, 1887.

The thirteenth annual communication was held at Huron, June 14th, 15th and

i6th. Seventy-three lodges were represented. M. W. Wm. Blatt, Grand Master

presided. His address begins as follows :

Time, that does not stay his flight for mortal movements or desires, has swiftly added another

to the years of the past, leaving its deeds to their reward, whether they be good or whether they be

evil. It seems but a day since we last met in annual communication, yet one more of the few years

allotted us for work here is added to eternity. We reverently acknowledge and give thanks to the

merciful and benificent Father for all the blessings that He has vouchsafed to us, and for these, as

true Masons, we owe obligations not only in language but in the labor of our hearts and our hands.

Prayer and hope, expectation and the sublimest enthusiasm of mere sentiment are not sufficient,

and we can only enter that Eternal Refreshment through a practical and faithful exemplification of

those duties enjoined upon us within the lodge, and without. Fidelity in real duties should mark

the Mason's life, purify his character, ennoble his joys and turn his sorrows into streams of bless-

ing. Let us all, therefore, look humbly to Him who directs the affairs of man for constant aid and

support, and in the Great Light of His Revelation seek the guidance which shall lead by the right

way unto an infinite peace. These annual meetings should cause us in self-examination to inquire

if we have with fidelity and the extent of our opportunities adhered to our teachings and performed

our duties as Masons. If Masonry has inspired our souls and made our lives practical by its high

moral and intellectual lessons and brought us in spirit and life nearer to our neighbor and to God.

If it has failed in cither, we need to renew its obligations and to improve ourselves in its practice. The
chief vices of the age should meet our unyielding opposition. Intemperance, profanity and covet-

ousness, with all their train of kindred evils, should feel the hand of our severe condemnation, not

only through the legal method of organized society and in a general way, but specifically and

among our own they should be strenuously suppressed by our own methods. To the eradication ot

such vices, Masonry should direct every effort. Their existence and practice are the source of that

stream that fills penal institutions and the graves of suicides. I do not enter upon an exposition of

the principles of Masonry in relation to these vices. None is needed. Let it suffice that they are

not to be met or overcome solely, if at all, by grand acts and in noble events, but by the law of our

method in all our lodges and homes and relations with our brethren. " Line upon line, line upon

line; precept upon precept, precept upon precept: here a little and there a little." These duties

are first to our brethren and then unto all, that the world as well as the brethren may be better tor

every good Mason within it.
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He reports the Grand Lodge upon friendly and brotherly terms with other

Grand Lodges.

L'pon the state of the Craft he says :

With both pride and satisfaction I am able to report to you the Fraternity in Dakota to be

prosperous beyond our expectations. The amount of work done by the lodges has been much
larger than expected, and from all accounts at hand it has been done well and without any undue

anxiety on the part of the lodges to increase their membership. I have always believed, and feel

now fully convinced, that much of this zeal is due to a uniform mode ot work, and our incessant

efforts to establish the same, are bearing good fruit and the best results. While during the year

serious differences have arisen between, and within lodges, all of them have been brought to a

satisfactory and amicable conclusion, and I can report the prevailance of peace and harmony

throughout our jurisdiction. Not a single case of grievance will be brought before you. While this

is not unusual with us, it is a fact upon which we may proudly congratulate ourselves. Our mem-
bership has increased about ten per cent., which, under the conservative conditions observed is cer-

tainly satisfactory.

lie reports dispensations granted for five new lodges, and as many more applica-

tions denied. He decided :

2d. A lodge cannot as such, attsnd a funeral, unless the same is under the immediate control

of, and the ceremony conducted by, a lodge of A. F. and A. M.

3d. I have interpreted your action of last year in the matter of physical qualifications of ap-

plicants for the degrees, that they must be free from all physical defects.

M. VV. Theodore S. Parvin was introduced and most cordially welcomed by the

Grand Lodge.

Fraternal greetings were exchanged, by wire, with the Grand Lodge of Wis-

consin. The Grand Lodge resolved, "That this Grand Lodge will not hereafter

accept an invitation to attend any banquet, or other entertainment, given during its

annual communication."

The Jurisprudence Committee presented the following report, which was

adopted :

Your committee to whom was referred the following resolution :
" To the Most Worshipful

Grand Lodge of Dakota : Be it resolved, that no man engaged ia the manufacture or sale of intoxi-

cating liquors as a beverage can be made a Mason in the jurisdiction of this Most Worshipful

Grand Lodge;" respectfully submit the following resolution as a substitute, and recommend its

adoption :

Resolved, That no person who is engaged in the business of keeping a saloon or is engaged

in the business of retailing intoxicating liquors to be used as a beverage, shall be initiated into any

particular lodge in this jurisdiction, nor shall any brother Mason who is engaged in such business

be received in any lodge as a member by affiliation.

Lodges, 93 ; members, 3,594.

M. W. Henry M. Wheeler, Grand Forks, Grand Master.

R. W. Charles T. McCoy, Aberdeen, Grand Secretary!
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IOWA, 1887.

The first page of this volume has an engraved portrait of M. W. Bro. VV. P.

Allen, Grand Master. We expected to meet this brother at the convocation of Most

Worshipfuls recently held in Chicago, and from his remarks upon this proposed

meeting which we find in his annual address, we are in doubt whether his absence

was caused by the criticisms of others upon the meeting, or from some other cause.

The Grand Master officiated at the ceremonies of laying the corner stone of

their new Masonic Temple at Davenport, on [une 6tli, 1887.

The forty- fourth annual communication was held at Davenport, [une 7th, Sth

and 9th, the Grand Master presiding. Upon motion of the Grand Secretary, "two

chairs were suitably draped and placed upon the dais, in memoriam of Past Grand

Masters Reuben Mickel and Jerome Wright Wilson, deceased during the year."

We give the opening words of the Grand Master's address:

I give you a fraternal welcome, as you surround our Grand Lodge altar to begin the import-

ant work devolved upon you by your respective lodges.

As we unite in the impressive opening ceremonies of our forty-fourth grand annual communi-
cation, let us reverently thank God for the substantial prosperity, harmony and peace which have

marked the past Masonic year.

As I look over this large audience, composed of the representatives of the Craft of this juris-

diction, my thoughts recur to that auspicious day in January, forty-three years ago, when twelve

delegates from the four lodges then at work in Iowa, met in the little village of Iowa City, and,

though their number was not large enough to fdl the Grand Offices they created, proceeded by suc-

cessive and judicious steps to organize the Grand Lodge of Iowa. They built upon a foundation

which was sure and steadfast. They "builded wiser than they knew," for certainly not one of the

twelve could have then foreseen the marvelous advance in the means of inter-communication, in

population, and in the arts and sciences which our country would make in the subsequent forty-three

years ; nor that Masonic and State growth which march in parallel lines. Nor could the most
imaginative among them, with the eye of faith, look in upon the forty-fourth successor of the initial

Grand Communication and see how the four lodges and twelve delegates have expanded into a Grand
Lodge having over four hundred and forty working subordinates, entitled to more than twelve hun-

dred representatives. I believe but three of the twelve founders of our Grand Lodge are now living.

One of these, then, as since and now. Grand Secretary Parvin, has been during all these stirring

years conspicuous in our annals.

Upon the question of objection to the admission of a visitor, he gives good

advice :

Under this head I desire to call attention to a matter concerning which I have repeatedly been

written to. I do this because, while I have in reply to queries simply referred to the law as found

under the title of "Objections" in the Digest, and have directed the querists to be governed there-

by, I have once or twice added that if I had my way I would make the objection of a member of a

lodge to the admission of a visitor absolute, instead of requiring said objection to be stated to and
approved by the Master. On this point I differ with our admirable Digest. My view of the matter
is, that the rights of the member are superior to those of the non-member, and that no visitor should
be received against his protest, because thus the harmony of the lodge must of necessity be dis-

turbed. I suggest that this matter be made the subject of review by the Committee on Jurispru^

dence.
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lie reports $200 contributed for relief at Charleston, lie concludes his address

as follows:

My conception of the ideal Grand Master is that he is simply and temporarily constituted an

elder brother among you ; one prompt to respond to the demand pertaining to Masonic matters

made upon him by brother Masons ; one not weak enough to imagine himself made of purer clay

than are they over whom for a little while he is elected to rule ; one, in short, who fully imderstands

that his statutory prerogatives are conferred upon the office to be wisely used and never abused, and

which simply constitute him the exponent and administrator of the law.

This ideal I have attempted to reach. If you shall decide that I have not utterly failed in that

attempt, you will have bestowed upon me a compliment whose remembrance will brighten my path-

way during the few remaining years of my life.

Brethren, in the providence of God some of us, perhaps 1 may be one, may be called hence

ere another year.

" And if, perchance, the page is closed

On which my life is given,

I would beseech the Mason's God
That we may meet in heaven."

M. W. Bro. Parvin submits excellent reports as Grand Secretary and Grand

Librarian. Of his services for the Craft he says :

Should our life be spared to see the "ides of March," we shall have then rounded out a full

half-century of Masonic service—more extensive and varied than has ever fallen to the lot of man.

Becoming a Mason in the third lodge organized west of the Allegheny Mountains (1791) in March,

1838, we were the night we became a Master Mason elected Secretary of the Lodge, in which we

were the only youthful member— under thirty-five years of age. From that night, save the two

years interregnum till the organization of Des Moines Lodge, No. 1, Burlington, Iowa, in 1840, of

which we were a charter member and officer, we have held a prominent office and served the breth-

ren. Forty-eight years of active and official service in Iowa. A member of the conventions which

organized the Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter and Grand Commandery of Iowa ; the first Grand Sec-

retary and later Grand Master ; first Grand High Priest, and first Grand Commander ; we have

never missed a session of the first, and only two (when absent from the State) of the latter in all

these years.

We became a member of the National bodies—General Grand Chapter and the Grand En-

campment—in 1856, and for fifteen of these years an officer in the latter, and serving on important

committees in both.

Whether our labors in these and other fields have served in any way to enrich our brethren

and the Order, "deponent saith not," but we do say we have impoverished ourself and sacrificed

therein time and talent which, had they been devoted to the profession (law) of our early manhood,

would have enriched us and those now dependant upon us. In some respects our life has been a

signal failure, and it is too late in old age to remedy the follies of youth.

The Grand Lodge took action in reference to establishing a Widow's and Or-

phans' Home.

Bro. Parvin, in a special Report on Foreign Correspondence, gives an account

of the (Quebec-England controversy, and concludes that the three recusant lodges

have a right to retain their allegiance toward the Grand Lodge of England, and says

the action of the Grand Lodge of Illinois is "child's play." He then offers a reso-

lution a.sking these three lodges to withdraw from England, and recogni/e as supreme

the Grand Lodge of Quebec. If this is not more like " child's play," what do you
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call it? Magistrate—"John Jones you are acquitted of the charge of stealing hogs

and may go, but I advise you not to do it again." The report was referred to the

Committee on Jurisprudence.

The Committee on Jurisprudence present a report, an'l under the heading,

"Objections to Visitors," say :

Every Master Mason in good standing has the right to visit other lodges than his own, except

that objection made to such visit—the objector being present—is absolute, and holds until volun-

tarily removed by the objector. Nor shall the objecting member of the lodge be required to give

his reasons therefor.

Upon another important question we quote

:

Query. A brother being in arrears for dues, is suspended for non-payment thereof. Seven

years thereafter his application for reinstatement is presented, accompanieil by the arrearages afore-

said. In due time the ballot is spread and the petitioner is rejected. Shall the lodge retain the

money which is legitimately due it, or shall it return it with the rejected petition to the applicant?

Ans7ocr. The money being the lawful dues long owing the lodge, should by it be retained.

It was the duty of the .ipplicant to pay it. The payment of the petitioner's long-withheld and just

indebtedness to the lodge and the ballot on the question of reinstatement are separate and distinct

acts. The latter is not dependent upon the former.

It is proper to say that Brother Deering dissents from the views of the majority of the com-

mittee, for reasons which he will verbally state to the Grand Lodge.

Brother Deering, from the committee, made a verbal and minority report in opposition to that

of the majority of the committee upon the first query, that in relation to the disposition of moneys

accompanying the petition for restoration when the candidate was rejected.

Past Grand Master Luse moved to amend the report by striking out the words, " which is

legitimately due to it" (the lodge), also striking out all the answer to the query that refers directly

or by implication to the lodge being the lawful owner of the dues, and insert the words, " that in

case the lodge refuses to reinstate the applicant, the money so tendered shall be returned to him."

Which amendment was agreed to.

We think the Grand Lodge acted wisely in accepting the amendment of Bro.

Deering. While the suspended brother is indebted to the lodge for these dues, and

should pay them, yet being advanced as a condition to his restoration, if the lodge

refuses to restore him, we think it is better to return the money to him if he

desires it.

The Grand Lodge decided that it was not ready to enter upon the erection of a

"Widow's and Orphan's Home."

Bro. Parvin presents one of his excellent reports on Foreign Correspondence of

140 pages. Under the review of Canada he says :

Among the distinguished visitors present were Alfred Pearson, Grand Master of the Grand

Lodge of Manitoba, and I5rother T. T. Gurney, Past Grand Master of Illinois. A shadow of pain

falls upon us as we read this latter name. It was probably the last visit that Brother Gurney made

to a Masonic body, for although somewhat better then, death soon overtook him and called him

from his earthly labors. A master workman who had honored the Craft far more than they ever

honored him, although they freely bestowed upon him all the honors within their gift.
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Under Colorado we find the following :

In discussing the subject of physical qualifications of candidates, the good brother proves

himself an honest man, in that he quotes the ancient law fully and correctly, and does not, as many
do, leave off its essential part. He holds that a Mason becomes a member of the lodge in which he

is raised, unless the work be done by consent or request of some other lodge. It was a long time

held in most jurisdictions that unless a candidate, when raised, signed the by-laws he did not be-

come a member. Grand Master Waters, years ago, ruled in Iowa, that a lodge could not make un-

affiliated Master Masons simply by the raising, and held, as Brother Peabody does, that all such

were made defacto members thereby, since which time this rational law has generally obtained.

The subject of the Bible is still on the tapis, and probably will be for many years to come, as

this is an age emphatically of scepticism. Brother Peabody says :

" If the Bible is not the word of God, written by inspiration, and containing the fundamental

truths of Masonry, and the inestimable gift of God to man, for the rule and guide of his faith and

practice, why display it upon our altars as one of the three great lights, and so impressively call the

neophite's attention to its importance? Masonry without the word of God, under whatever title or

name it may be called, is but a bare and worthless .skeleton."

We are glad to have the brother speak out so boldly and plainly. One might as well throw

the charter to the winds as to cast aside the great chart of Freemasonry.

Illinois, 1886, is fully and fraternally reviewed. He compliments Grand Sec-

retary Munn for his promptness in getting the proceedings printed, and says of Bro.

Darrah, Grand Master:

His address is necessarily one of considerable length, and is without exception the most

methodical, compact, and yet complete in all its details of any that we have read. Evidently Bro.

Darrah is a worker, and conscientious in the labor imposed upon him by the duties of his office.

Lodges, 431; members, 21,591.

M. W. Edwin Carlton Blackmar, Burlington, Grand Master.

R. W. Theodore S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids, Grand Secretary.

MINNESOTA, 1887.

The thirty-fourth annual communication was held at St. Paul, January nth and

I2th, M. W. R. H. Gove, Grand Master, presiding. Representatives of one hundred

and thirty-eight lodges responded to the call of the roll.

The Grand Master's address occupies thirty six pages of the printed proceedings.

Under the head of " Retrospect " we find the following :

February 23d, in the year of Light 5853, there were assembled in this city the following named

persons : D. F. Brawley, D. W. C. Dunwell, Lott Moffett, Aaron Goodrich, A. T. C. Pierson,
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Dr. Hoyt, H. N. Setzer, D. B. Loomis, A. E Ames, D. M. Coolbaugh, C T. Stearns and Emafluel

Case to take, and did take, action for the formation of a Grand Lodge for the then Territory, now;

State, of Minnesota, all of whom, except Bros. H. N. Setzer, D. B. Loomis, Aaron Goodrich and

A. T. C. Pierson, have drifted out upon the dark and unknown sea that rolls round the whole world*

Of the dead I know but little but from their acts. Bros. Goodrich and our venerable Grand Secre-

tary still abide with us, and share in our labors, toils and enjoyments. They builded well, better

than they knew, having laid deep the foundations and with such care and prudence that the edifice

erected thereon bids fair to survive the ravages of duration, and perform an important part of the

noble and glorious work ot fitting our minds as living stones for that spiritual building, that house

not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. When this mortal shall have put on immortality, hav-

ing vanquished death through Him that hath power over that relentless tyrant, seemingly, yet

withal our kindest friend sent by our Supreme Grand Master to summon us into His presence to ac-

count for how, and why, we builded, and who will try our work with his unerring square, and the

plumb line of His eternal justice, and the level of His divine beneficence.

Of the dead nothing but good must be spoken, and if faults they had, let us spread over them

the broad mantle of Masonic charity, remembering that perfection has never been attained on earth.

Of the living of that Grand Body much could be said and written to their credit. Of Bro.

Goodrich suffice it to say that his services have been really valuable to Masonry. Much more might

be said, but it would not well become the time for me to even attempt to add praise to well doing,

and I only add, with the utmost assurance, that while he has been guided by the principles and pre-

cepts of the Great Apostle to the Gentiles, he could not have materially erred.

Of our venerable Secretary it ought to be sufficient to point you to the record of his Masonic

life, industry, and the zeal with which he has pursued it. Read the proceedings of this Grand Lodge

for more than thirty years past and you will find left upon perpetual record the evidence of his

fidelity, and a monument to his unflagging perseverance and labors, and a sure earnest that his

heart has been in the work, and that the same has been done unselfishly, in season and out of season,

and with as much unremitting energy as was the labors of our first Junior Grand Warden, who, as

a martyr to his fidelity, surrendered his earnest and useful life to ruffian violence rather than to

swerve from his duty, betray his trust, or violate his vows, and whose bright example still lives to

animate and encourage us in the discharge of our whole duty to God and our brother, that we may
like him stand with the ransomed, our mark in full view.

He reports having divided tlie State into forty-six districts, and says:

I thought we should get better service with a few lodges conveniently situated and easily

accessible, under the watchful care of one deputy, than many, and without much reference to their

location. The result has demonstrated that this is so, and for the proof I refer you to the clear and

concise reports now on file in this Grand Lodge. Second, the Grand Lodge pays nothing to these,

its faithful servants, and if their expenses are paid at all they must be paid by the deputies, or the

lodges visited, and in either case it would be cheaper for the lodges, or the deputies.

The system has worked well, and I now bear testimony to these brethren for the efficient,

faithful, and really valuable services rendered to me, and the Craft at large, and to the cheerfulness

with which they have responded to the duty thrust upon them from time to time. There have been

many instances wherein they have been specially useful. In November I sent out letters to all of

them to make report of the condition of the lodges, in very many particulars, and they responded

thereto with alacrity. I now tender to these faithful brethren my thanks (tor it is all I have to give)

for their devotion to the work assigned to them.

Dispensations granted for four new lodges.

We quote the tributes paid to two of Illinois' distinguished Masons. Rro. Lo-

gan was a member for twenty- five years of Benton Lodge, No. 64, which has been

our only Masonic home

:
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Most Worshipful Theodore T. Gurney, Past Grand Master of Masons in Illinois, in Novem-
ber last passed the white veil of the sanctuary, and entered into the rest that awaits the faithful. He
has left an enduring record in his labors in and for our cause. Death found him at his post, pen in

hand, making up his record here below, which will outlast the ravages of time and barbarous force.

His virtues lay spread of perpetual record on the entablatures of our Order, to which he contributed

many a stately column and beautiful architrave.

Rest in peace, my brother
;

The resurrectiou of the just

Shall animate thy sleeping dust.

On Sunday, December 26th last, Bro. John A. Logan entered into everlasting rest. He be-

longed to the whole country, and his death is a national loss. To write a history of his life would

be to write the history of the campaigns of the Army of the Mississippi, the Cumberland and Ten-

nessee during the recent war, and his civil record would cover the whole period since. He was the

great citizen, soldier, and the idol of those who served with and under him. He was also a soldier

of the cross. His conflicts are o'er, and he sleeps where the footfalls of our march are unheeded;

where our trumpet blast quickens not his pulse, and incites no fear ; where the rustling of our ban-

ners and the gleam of our swords awaken no enthusiasm in the silent city of the dead. He listens

for no battle shout, and fears no sortie. He awaits no Warden's challenge nor is he compelled to

wait awhile with patience for permission to enter and refresh himself He has attained to honors

and awards that await the Valiant Templar. He met the King of Terrors with armor buckled on,

and fell with his face to the foe.

Standing by his closed tomb we might well inquire :

" How shall we raise our dead?

O God, relieve our pain.

Help in the hour of dread

For mortal help is vain.

" When dust returns to kindred dust,

In Judah's Lion fix the trust.

For by His strength, and only so.

Our dead eternal life shall know."

Answers are reported to questions asked, but none are of general interest.

Of the condition of Masonry and its future, he says

:

OUR FRATERNAL RELATIONS.

Nothing has occurred in the past year to mar or interrupt our fraternal relations with other

Grand Lodges with whom we are in fraternal relations, and harmony prevails with all those bodies

recognized by us, and in a number of instances the warmest regards for us from those with whom we

are allied have been received. May we indulge the hope that nothing will occur to mar those

relations.

THE FUTURE.

The Masonic future is bright with hope, and gives assurance of more prosperous times for

our Craft, as the report of the District Deputies will show. They are on file with the Grand Secre-

tary, and I commend them to you, not only to assure you of the work in the past, but the promise

for the good times already here, and of those to come.

This affords us great satisfaction, and to know that the work has been better performed than

ever before, and that the lodges generally are in a more prosperous condition, and that the excep-

tions are few, is a cause for congratulation. Our losses have been but few, while our gain has been

considerable. Being thus encouraged, let us press forward in the well beaten track, and not turn

aside for a momentary advantage.
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Brethren of the Grand Lodge, in submitting the report of my official acts, I ask the approval

of those only which are right. The recommendations that will benefit the Grand Lodge and the

Craft in general I ask their adoption, and only such.

I thank you for the honor bestowed on me, and beg leave to say that I have endeavored in

all things to do what seemed right, just and proper to be done to promote the peace and harmony of

the whole body, and have labored in season and out of season to that end.

An effort was made to have the Grand Lodge endorse other bodies than lodges,

as Masonic, but the Grand Lodge wisely refused.

The experienced reporter, Bro. Pierson, in his Report on Correspondence, has

this to say in regard to " Higher Degrees :

"

" Higher degrees." We do not indorse the term. The third, or Master Mason's, is the

highest degree in Masonry. The Royal Arch is but the third part or completion of the Master's,

while the order of the Temple can not be classed as Masonic.

The Scotch Rite system, as it is called, are not higher degrees, from the third up to and in-

cluding the fourteenth, the steps, or degrees, are exemplifications and elucidations of matters per-

taining to the Master's degree.

Information is communicated step by step ; matters that are barely noted in one grade are

explained and amplified in the next, forming a beautiful and comprehensive system of lessons.

With the exception of the eighteenth, which is a further amplification of lessons taught or implied

in the third, the remainder of the degrees, while conveying valuable information, are not strictly

Masonic. The third degree is the acme of Masonry, but unfortunately in the American system the

Master Mason is not given all the information which he is entitled to, or the degree calls for; hence

the so-called higher degrees.

We have received by initiation or communication the degrees of all the various rites that have

been brought to this country, and, after careful examination, we unhesitatingly say that the Master

Mason's is the highest degree, as the title of Grand Master is the highest honor that can be con-

ferred.

Illinois, 1886, is fraternally reviewed. Of Bro. Gurney and the Report on

Correspondence, he says

:

The Report on Foreign Correspondence, comprising two hundred and twenty-seven pages of

the pamphlet before us, was commenced by Bro. T. T. Gurney and completed by Brother Joseph

Robbins. Bro. Gurney was stricken with paralysis while engaged upon the work, and has since

died, as noticed in another report.

Bro. Robbins, an old-time reporter, was in such complete accord with Bro. Gurney that there

is no break in the report— a complete, voluminous whole, as if by the same hand.

M. W. John H. Brown, Willmar, Grand Master.

R. W. A. T. C. Pierson, St. Paul, Grand Secretary.

NEW YORK, 18S7.

Two of the first pages of this volume contain steel engraved portraits of James

Gibson, Grand Master 1868-9, and John Boyd, Grand Treasurer 1880 to 1887.
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The one hundred and sixth annual communication was held in the Masonic

Temple, New York City, June 7th, M. W. Frank R. Lawrence, Grand Master, pre-

siding. R. W. James E. Morrison, representative of the (jrand Lodge of Illinois,

was present.

After the Grand Lodge was opened, all Master Masons in regular standing were

permitted to be present, excei)l at such times as are prohibited by the constitution.

M. W. William A. Pembrook, Past Grand Master of Masons in the State of

New Jersey, was present and occupied a seat in the Grand East.

On motion four of the brethren were appointed oflicial reporters without com-

pensation.

The address of the Grand Master is a most excellent one. We give its opening :

Another of the few brief cycles which stand between us and eternity has passed away ; and

again, at this brightest season of the year, when all nature rejoices and glorifies the Creator in the

sight of His creatures, we gather together in the General Assembly of Masons ; to survey the recent

past, to discharge the lawful duties of the present hour, and to make such preparations for a further

period of labor as the united wisdom of the Craft may devise. We come with humble thankfulness

to the Great Architect of the Universe, by whose mercy we have been preserved throughout the

year, and under whose fostering care our undertakings have prospered and been blessed.

One hundred and si.x times the Brethren of this State have now annually assembled in this

Grand Lodge ; and never with greater reason for gratitude and rejoicing than at the present hour.

Never in its history has our Fraternity been stronger ot more prosperous ; never have its purposes

been higher or more firmly determined ; never has its capacity been greater for the performance of

labors which may tend to the glory of God and the exaltation of His holy Name.

Let us then proceed to our present duties, not only with all due thankfulness and humility,

but with a firm resolution to so improve the opportunities placed within our reach as may most

greatly benefit the important interests committed to our care.

Courteous and appropriate reference is made to many deceased brethren. He
reports that the wishes of the Grand Lodge have been carried into effect, and that

no individual brother now represents more than one foreign Grand Body near this

Grand East. Dispensations were granted for four new lodges. Many applications

had been received and refused.

Of the work and lectures he says :
" I have now to congratulate the Grand

Lodge upon the great efhciency and usefulness of the system of work and lectures

practiced under its direction. In no other jurisdiction, I am satisfied, is the uni-

formity of the work surpassed, or the general proficiency in its practice exceeded."

Of the library and reading room he says :
" It is a pleasure to again commend

the efficient management of the splendid library, which forms one of the most valua-

ble possessions of the Grand Lodge, and which has been considerably extended

during the past year. The Free Reading Room continues to attract a constantly

increasing attendance of the brethren."
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The Grand Master reports that progress is being made, by R. W. Charles T.

McClenachan, in preparing a history of the Grand Lodge. Extensive visitations are

reported. It is reported that "the relations of this Grand Lodge with foreign Grand

Bodies continue so harmonious and fraternal as to leave nothing to be desired."

The hall and asylum indebtedness receives extended notice, and satisfactory reduc-

tions are reported.

R. W. Joseph K. Wheeler, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Connecti-

cut, being present, was most cordially received by the Grand Master. R. W. Cliftbrd

P. MacCalla, Past Grand Master of Pennsylvania, was introduced and received with

the customary honors.

The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters show faithful and watchful

care over the Craft in their respective districts.

The Report on Correspondence is confined to eighty pages, and is supposed to

be the work of that able Masonic writer, Bro. John W. Simons. Under Colorado

the committee present an important question

:

The Grand Master presents several decisions, one to the effect that, if the Tyler is a member

of the lodge for which he tyles, he has a right to vote on every question ; and it appears that,

during the annual session, the Grand Tyler actually offered a resolution. For this purpose he must

have been in the actual presence, and not at his post of duty. Every one knows that the Tyler's

place is outside the door, and that his duty is to guard against the approach of all not entitled to

enter. This duty he cannot discharge if he may leave his post and pass into the lodge every time

a question is to be taken ; nor could he vote intelligently without being present at the discussion.

We differ from our Most Worshipful brother, and hold that, as the Tyler cannot be in the lodge

and out of it at the same time, he must, when he accepts the office, if he intends to be faithful, give

up his membership rights for the time being, and attend to the business of his position.

We agree as to the following. He holds that Masonic burial is not a right, but

may or may not be granted. And of the Grand Lodges in Mexico he says :

Applications for recognition from so-called Grand Lodges in Me.\ico and Lower California were

properly refused, and we trust will continue to be so refused until the whole system upon which

they are erected is reconstructed.

Upon physical qualifications :

/Vccording to our ideas, the law of physical qualifications cannot reasonably be stretched

beyond the ability of the candidate to comply with the requirements of the ritual, and, it being

admitted that a man with one eye can see as much, and often more than one with two, we see no

reason why he should not be initiated.

Illinois, 1886, receives full notice. Of the Correspondence Report he says :

The report on Correspondence was prepared by M.*. W.'. Theouore T. Gurnev, and sent

from his sick room to the Grand Lodge, the last, and probably the best, of his many contributions

to the literature of the Craft. The writer, who had enjoyed his personal friendship for many years,

and who will treasure his memory as one of the fast thinning list of old and honored friends, can

wreathe no words more tender, touching, and true than those of M.". W.'. Bro. Robbins, written

when the dead hand could no longer e.\tenuate for itself.
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And then gives Bro. Robbins' conclusion in full, and says of the deceased Bro.

Gurney : "Farewell, dear brother; may the earth rest lightly upon thee."

Lodges, 715; members, 72,115.

M. W. Frank R. Lawrence, New York, Grand Master.

R. W. Edward M. L. Ehlers, New York, Grand Secretary.

OREGON, 1887.

This interesting Grand Lodge held its thirty-seventh annual at Portland, June

15th, James Corwin Fullerton, Grand Master, presiding. Twelve Past Grand Mas-

ters were present, including M. W. Bro. W. T. Wright, representative of the Grand

Ix)dge of Illinois.

The Grand Master launched into a report of his stewardship as follows

:

I bid you a cordial and fraternal welcome. We have assembled to-day in the thirty-seventh

annual communication of this Grand Lodge.

Looking over the multitude of Masons gathered here from all parts of our large State, the

representatives of seventy-seven constituent lodges, from the borders of California and Nevada to

the Columbia River, and from Idaho to the Pacific Ocean, and comparing this gathering with the

little handful of Masons who assembled thirty-seven years ago to organize the Grand Lodge of Free

and Accepted Masons of Oregon, we may well feel that Masonry has kept step with the growth and

progress of our Commonwealth.

Indeed, has Masonry grown with the growth and prospered with the prosperity of our State.

It has done more— it has led the van. Frequently in advance of the church, and sometimes even in

advance of the school-house, has the altar of Masonry been erected in almost every village in our

jurisdiction.

You, my brethren, who have met here to-day from all parts of our Grand Jurisdiction, to offer

up your devotions to the everliving God, and to renew your vows of fidelity to the cause of

Masonry, and to make plans for the future advancement and upbuilding of our beloved Order, have

come to rejoice that we have been spared the disasters by storm, flood and earthquake, which have

visited other jurisdictions. Peace has reigned within our borders, and our people have been blest

with a remarkable degree of prosperity.

The Masonic year now closed has been one of the most prosperous in the history of this

Grand Lodge. The increase of membership has been large, and the material from which this new

membership has been made up is good, "the very best in the several communities. In some parts of

the jurisdiction a Masonic revival has taken place.

The long -hoped for, long-deferred good times for Oregon seem almost here. The early com-

pletion of the Oregon and California Railroad, and the prospect of the construction, in the near

future, oi another line of railroad connecting with the Oregon Pacific at Albany, will furnish us with
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four distinct and competing trans-continental railroad lines, all terminating in our State. The in-

ducements we offer to the home-seeker, the pleasure-seeker and the capitalist, will certainly soon

cause Oregon to take the rank in population and wealth amongst the sisterliood of States that her

climate, soil and resources justly entitle her.

He then appropriately refers to the death of a number of brethren.

Under "Aid from Sister Lodges," he wisely says :

I have been requested to give my permission and sanction to a lodge in this jurisdiction

soliciting contributions from sister lodges for the purpose of raising funds to build the said lodges a

hall. This permission was refused. I hold that only in case of sudden misfortune, or inevitable

accident, that a lodge should be allowed to ask assistance. If every lodge in straitened circumstan-

ces is permitted to call upon its neighbors for financial aid, under sanction of the Grand Master, I

fear that many lodges, already burdened with debt, would feel it a duty to respond, and thus assume

burdens for others that would be onerous and probably unjust. With prudent and economical

management of the treasury, but few lodges need outside aid, unless subjected to sudden and un-

forseen loss.

Reports dispensations granted for three new lodges.

In response to an appeal issued by him, $240.92 was contributed for relief at

Charleston.

He concludes his address as follows :

Brethren, I am now about to return to you the emblems of authority with which you invested

me one year ago, and, in doing so, I wish to return to you my most sincere thanks for the great

honor you did me by making me your Grand Master. I shrank from accepting this high position

at your hands, feeling then, as I do now, that I had not the Masonic knowledge to fit me for the

high trust.

I realize that, personally, I have done but little to advance the cause of Masonry during the

year.

It was my intention, when elected your Grand Master, to devote a portion of the year to

visiting lodges, with the purpose, through my efforts, to endeavor to stimulate the brethren to re-

newed action for the upbuilding of Masonry in our jurisdiction ; but business engagements which

were unlorseen at that time, have prevented me from so doing. But what duties I have performed

as Grand Master, have been performed with an eye single to the good of Masonry, and the preser-

vation of the ancient landmarks and regulations of the Craft.

And now, in conclusion, I beg you to accept my best wishes for the happiness and prosperity

of each of you through life, and to express the hope that we may be .all permitted to assemble in

that Grand Lodge above, where "peace and harmony prevails, and partings and sorrows are

unknown."

May the wisdom of the Divine Architect of the Universe direct you in your deliberations.

The Grand Lodge of South Australia was recognized.

The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That^the M. W. Grand Master appoint a committee ol three practical printers lo

act in conjunction with the M. W. Grand Master, R. W. Grand Secretary and R. W. Grand Treas-

urer, as a Committee on Printing, to superintend the printing of the Grand Lodge reports, ami

audit all bills therefor.

An excellent oration is presented from R. \V.
J. C. Moreland. We extract the

following :

I
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I congratulate you, to-day, as we are here assembled in this, our thirty-seventh annual com-

munication, under such favorable auspices. Peace, prosperity and plenty rule in our chosen State,

and within the ranks of our beloved Order, harmony and brotherly love prevail.

How changed the condition of Masonry, as well as that of our State, since that little band

of heroic brethren assembled in that upper room in Oregon City, thirty-six years ago, and organ-

ized the Grand Lodge of Oregon, and sent it forth to win a place and a standing among the sister

grand lodges of Masonry throughout the world. Brave heroes were they—and how broad and deep

and well they laid the foundations of this Grand Lodge ; and how true they builded the walls of

Masonry here on this western shore, where the setting sun in queenly beauty nightly kisses the

jeweled waters of the Pacific—let the success which has followed their undertaking and the proud

position this Grand Lodge has achieved and steadily maintained in the Masonic world, answer.

Then our territory was a wilderness, where roamed the savage beast and the scarcely less

savage red man, with scarcely a handful of inhabitants. Where now stands this beautiful city, with

its wealth of business and its numberless homes of comfort and luxury, was almost a forest. Our
magnificent valleys, now teeming with fruition, and the abode of contented, happy and prosperous

communities, were then almost wholly uninhabited. Upon our rivers, where now float the sails and

flags of all nations, bearing to us the commerce of the world, the canoe of the red man was almost

alone in disturbing the solemn stillness of the waters.

But how changed the scene to-day! An empire has sprung up. Civilization, with all its

attendant blessings, comforts, luxuries and refinements, has changed the past into the present, and

the prosperity and comfort of a happy and contented people attest the work of civilized, intellectual

man, the crowning glory of God's creation.

A generation of men has come and gone since that date. Events in the history of the world,

the most gigantic and momentous ever known before, have passed before us on the stage of life's

panorama ; events that will live in the history of the world as long as men love liberty.

Many of those brave and noble-hearted brethren who planted the Masonic ensign here, and

at the same time were engaged in laying on these shores the foundations of civil and religious liberty

and a great commonwealth, being weary with life's burdens, have passed on and joined the ranks

ot the Immortals. The gentle breeze fans their verdant covering. All fragrant be their memories.

Others, who bore with them the burdens and heat of the day, are yet with us to assist us with their

counsels and inspire us by their example.

Let us honor them while living, and venerate them when gone.

Those who come to us in these latter days, borne across the continent in a single week, in lu.x-

ury and ease, can illy appreciate the courage and heroism of those early pioneers, who braved the

dangers and endured the privations of a six months' journey across the plains, in the early settle-

ment of this country. These pioneers builded wisely and well. They labored, and those who came

after them have entered into their labors.

Among the conservative forces which have assisted in shaping, and moulding, and fashioning

this commonwealth, and building it up into a grand and noble State, peopled with intelligent and

patriotic citizens, where peace, prosperity, plenty, and permanence prevail. Masonry stands pre-

eminent. Around its sacred altars many thousands have gathered, and at its shrine have learned

those cardinal virtues of Masonry which are there taught. From thence these votaries, influenced

by those pure lessons, have gone forth to the halls of legislation, to the courts of justice, to the

schools, to the colleges, to the churches, to the busy marts of trade, to the common walks of daily

life, everywhere, to disseminate, teach and practice these sublime principles of our beloved Order

—

Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love.

The teachings of Masonry all tend toward the development and promotion of strong, manly

men—not small, narrow bigots, neither contracted hobbyists, nor self-asserting fanatics, but broad-

minded, well-developed, symmetrical Jiien, who see in their fellow men children of the same All-wise

Father—brethren all ; and as such their sympathies reach out and widen and broaden until they

embrace all. Masonry tends to build up, in every man, a moral edifice, a temple of the inner life,

by the square, plumb line and rule, whose foundations shall never fail and whose fabric shall never

crumble nor decay.
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But we are sometimes, nay often, told that Masons do not live up to their obligations or the

teachings of the Order ; and too often the charge is true. After we make allowance lor the sneak,

who comes into the lodge, not with a desire of knowledge, or a wish to benefit his fellow man, but

with the sole desire of benefitting himself; and the deliberately vicious, who would be vicious under

all circumstances, and who get in because their true character is not known ; others, who are only

mortal, err.

" They hope, they pray, they aspire, they trust.

When the morning calls to life and light.

But ere the evening shadows fall.

Their lives are trailing the sordid dust."

We are all only mortal and no man ever was or can be perfect until he shall put off this mortal

and put on immortality ; and to condemn Masonry because of these things, is to condemn every-

thing, for the same charge will hold good against every human organization, either of church or

state, moral or social.

The'muiisters of religion fall from their high estate
;
justice fails in our courts ; the innocent

are punished and the guilty go free ; the highest officials in the nation are disgraced because of the

betrayal of their trusts ; the most trusted man of business fails and deceives- you
;
your intimate

friends fall away and turn against you, and your own flesh and blood often bring gray hairs in sor-

row to the grave. Everywhere, in every walk of life, we are met with the same complaint.

Humanity is weak and erring, and there is not a moral, or social, or religious organization, if you

please, in e.\istence, whose members better e.\emplify, in their daily life, the principles of their

organization than does Masonry. Not that I would excuse or palliate the wrong-doing of those

who do not live up to our high standards, but the fact that they do not live as they ought to, is no

argument against Masonry. Rather as one in its favor.

The teachings ot Freemasonary are all pure, noble and elevating. They tend in every

particular to render men honorable and useful citizens in the community
;
good sons and brothers

;

kind husbands and fathers ; and in every position in life to walk uprightly in our several stations,

before God and man, squaring our actions by the square of virtue, and remembering that we are

traveling upon the level of time to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns,

and that as a reward of a well-spent life here we shall enjoy the rewards of a blisslul immortality be-

yond the grave.

The veteran chairman, Bro. S. F. Chad wick, submits a lengthy and well prepared

Report on Correspondence. Illinois, 1886, receives full notice. He compliments

Brother Munn for his dispatch in having the proceedings of the Grand Lodge printed,

and says

:

In this jurisdiction there are over seven hundred representatives composing the Grand Lodge.

Seven hundred representative solid men of Illinois meeting, from all parts of the State, in one grand

body, to discuss and make applicable to their wants and social and moral condition the instructive

and elevating principles of Freemasonry. A body ot men from whose deliberation an influence goes

out to the world that acts and reacts upon their fellow-men for their benefit and social advance-

ment.

The amount of dues paid in was $29,774.90. There are over 40,000 members. Nearly eight

hundred lodges are found on the prairies of the State of Illinois.

Of the Report on Correspondence, and Bro. Gurney, he says :

We come now to the consideration of the able report of our highly esteemed brother, M. W.

Theodore T. Gurney. We have read the remarks of Brother D. C. Cregier on presenting this re-

port to the Grand Lodge, with affectionate interest. We add our sorrow to that of our brother, and

desire to sanction every word he says of Brother Gurney. Our prayer is that our good brother may

be restored to perfect health. There is a love in the appreciation of the great work of Bro. Gurney

for his brethren that will survive and make his memory ever dear in their faithful hearts.
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In so ably defending the Grand Lodges that have their foundation laid in the original Craft,

our Brother is entitled to great credit. We concur in his opinion. The prerogatives of the Grand

Master, so clearly presented in the review of Alabama, and referred to by Brother Gurney, we hold

in the same estimation. As to the Masonic Congress, we confess we have a littte of that feeling left

—"insane jealousy," if you please—that the organization would culminate in a body with plenary

powers, or would attempt it. But with the limit put upon the meeting by our brother, we would

like to see the Congress assemble. If the Congress was proposed to meet two years hence, every

Grand Lodge would be able to name a representative to attend the meeting ol that body.

The conclusion of the present report was written up by the very efficient brother, Joseph

Robbins, whose pen is ever ready to do its good work in Masonry. Brother Robbins thus finished

the work which Brother Gurney began.

At the moment we are about to close this report we are astounded to hear that our beloved

Brother Gurney is dead. One after another the noble retinue of reporters fall by the unwelcome

hand of Death. And we learn, also, that Brother Richards, of Ohio, has finished his last report on

earth. Indeed, we are astounded ! What is life?

" A weary interlude,

Which doth short joys, long woes include.

The world's the stage, the prologue tears,

The acts vain hopes and varied fears

;

The scene shuts up with loss of breath.

And leaves no epilogue but death."

Indeed, our brothers have solved the problem. Our relations with these correspondents have

been extremely pleasant, and here we desire to speak of Brother Gurney as the pride of our Illinois

brethren. He was an excellent reviewer, and gave to his jurisdiction a place in the foremost rank

of reporters. He was always just, candid and clever; courteous to his co-correspondents with

whom he had for years pleasantly associated in the letter, if not personally. No one who has re-

viewed Brother Gurney is willing to give him up. His pure Masonic character was his life. That

life was one of purity and goodness His able pen scattered far and near the teachings of Freema-

sonry. His life work in Masonry was based on every good, determinate principle. His was a life

that confesses, as it bears along its own burdens and those of others, that " God has two dwelling

places, one in heaven and the other in a meek and thankful heart." Such a life is most acceptable

in the sight of God, We take leave of our brother with the deep sorrow that this event brings upon

us. And we can say, as we hope every Mason may say of another, " it is well with him." When
we shall have received from his own Grand Lodge the full particulars of his useful life, we shall be

pleased to reproduce them here.

Lodges, 74; members, 3,436.

M. W. Andrew Nasburg, Marshfield, Grand Master.

R. W. Frelon
J.

Babcock, Salem, Grand Secretary.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, 1887

The twelfth annual communication was held at Charlottetown, June 24th,

M W. John Yoe, Grand Master, presiding. Rotation in office seems to be the ride
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except as to the position of Grand Master. M. W. Bro. Yoe has held this position

since the organization of the Grand Lodge in 1875, and was at this session re-elect-

ed. This is certainly highly complimentary to M. W. Bro. Yoe.

R. W. W. H. Aitken, representative of the Grand Lodge of Illinois was present.

The address of the Grand Master occupies only three pages. It begins as

follows :

Another year has quickly passed and we are again assembled in Grand Lodge. I have much
pleasure in meeting you on this our twelfth annual communication. Let us give thanks to the Great
Giver of all good for his protecting care in the past, and seek His blessing on our present delibera-

tions as may best conduce to the welfare and advancement of our revered Order.

Fifty years ago our most gracious and beloved Queen Victoria ascended the throne of the

British Empire, of which this Province forms so small a portion, but we can boast with pride that

no more loyal people exist than the inhabitants of this, our beautiful little Island by the sea, and on

this jubilee year let us pray that God in His infinite goodness may grant to Her Majesty a continu-

ance of good health and that she may long be spared to reign over us.

Appropriate reference is made to deceased brethren. He reports representa-

tives appointed near other Grand Lodges, and that "no decisions of importance have

been called for."

Upon recommendation of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, "cordial

recognition was extended to the Grand Lodge of South Australia."

The corner stone of a new city building at Charlottetown was laid by the Grand

Lodge, July 1st. At the same time the "Queen's Juliilee" was celebrated.

The Grand Lodge, escorted by the Royal Arch Chapter and a large number of brethren from

the different subordinate lodges, and several visiting brethren, headed by the band of the 82nd

Battalion, marched to the Market Square, where the different societies were assembled to celebrate

the Queen's Jubilee. After an address by the Lieutenant Governor, the different societies started in

procession, the Masonic being last, and marched through the principal streets, and then to the site

of the public building, when a halt was made, and the different societies opened out, facing inward,

and the Grand Master, supported by the Grand Officers, marched through to the site and ascended

the platform raised at the northeast corner where the building is to be erected, the brethren forming

a hollow S(iuare near the platform.

No Report on Correspondence.

Lodges, II ; members, 455.

M. W. John Yeo, Port Hill, Grand Master.

R. W. B. Wilson Higgs, Charlottetown, Grand Secretary,
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REPORT OF GRJIND EXAMINERS.

I

PiTTSFiELD, III., May i, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

M. W. AND Dear Brother : I herewith submit to you a report of the several

Masonic Schools of Instruction held by the Board of Grand Examiners, pursuant to

your order, during the current year.

At the School held at Olney, on the 4th, 5th and 6th days of January, 1887,

there were present M. W. A. T. Darrah, Grand Master; R. W. Brethren Edward

Cook, President; W. B. Grimes, Secretary; M. D. Chamberlin, James Douglas and

C. F. Tenney, members of the Board ; also R. W. Brethren L. L. Munn, Grand

Secretary; W. E. Ginther and J. R. Ennis, Deputy Grand Lecturers; J. VonGunten

and J. C. White, D. D. G. M's, and others.

Forty-six lodges were represented, and one hundred and sixty names registered.

jerseyville.

At the School held at Jerseyville, on the 18th, 19th and 20th days of January,

1887, there were present M. W. A. T. Darrah, Grand Master; R. W. Brethren Ed-

ward Cook, President; W. B. Grimes, Secretary ; M. D. Chamberlin, James Douglas

and C. F. Tenney, members of the Board; also R. W. Brethren L. L. Munn, Grand

Secretary; J. W. Rose and I. M. McCollester, Deputy Grand Lecturers, and Owen
Scott, D. D. G. M., and others.
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Forty-six lodges were represented, and one hundred and fifty-nine names regis-

tered.

GALESBURG.

At the School held at Galesburg, on the ist, 2d and 3d days of February, 1887,

there were present R. W. Brethren Edward Cook, President; W. B. Grimes, Secre-

tary; M. D. Chamberlin, James Douglas and C. F. Tenney, members of the Board;

A. B. Ashley, W. O. Butler and W. J. Frisbee, Deputy Grand Lecturers ; L. C.

Seeley, \V. R. Iloyle and Owen Scott, D. D. G. M's, and others.

Fifty-three lodges were represented, and two hundred and ninety-nine names

registered.

At the School held at Paxton, on the 15th, i6th and 17th days of February,

1887, there were present M. W. A. T. Darrah, Grand Master; R. W. Brethren

Edward Cook, President; W. B. Grimes, Secretary; M. D. Chamberlin, James

Douglas and C. F. Tenney, members of the Board
; J. H. C. Dill, Deputy Grand

Lecturer; F. S. Hatch and Owen Scott, D. D. G. M's, and others.

Fifty-three lodges were represented, and one hundred and fifty-four names

registered.

At the School held at Ottawa, on the ist, 2d and 3d days of March, 1887, there

were present M. W. A. T. Darrah, Grand Master; R. W. Brethren L. L. Munn,

Grand Secretary; Edward Cook, President; W. B. Grimes, Secretary; M. D.

Chamberlin, James Douglas and C. F. Tenney, members of the Board; A. B. Ash-

ley, J. H. C. Dill, n. E. Huston and W. E. Ginther, Deputy Grand Lecturers;

Owen Scott and W. L. Milligan, D. D. G. M's, and others.

Fifty-seven lodges were represented, and two hundred and nineteen names reg-

istered.

At each of these Schools, the opening and closing ceremonies and work in each

of the degrees, were fully exemplified ; a general course of instruction given ; the

lectures rehearsed, and each degree conferred on actual candidates for resident

lodges.

Again, M. W. Grand Master, in behalf of the members of the Board, I desire

to tender you our proiound thanks for courtesies extended us, and to congratulate

you on the general prosperity of the Craft, and to assure you of an increasing inter-
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est in Masonic Schools of Instruction, the unmistakable evidence of the good results

attending them, and of the rapid progress towards uniformity and proficiency in the

Standard Work.

I also desire through the medium of this report, to express our appreciation of

the valuable services of R. W. Brother L. L. Munn, the several Deputy Grand Lec-

turers, the D. D. G. M's, and to many others, for their valuable assistance, and to

the officers and members of resident lodges for their uniform kindness ; also to the

representatives, who at a sacrifice of time and money, have attended our Schools,

and so greatly promoted the grand object so desirable to every enlightened Crafts-

man—"uniformity and proficiency."

All of which is fraternally submitted,

W. B. GRIMES,

Secretary.
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REPORTS

DEPUTY GRSND LECTURERS,

PiTTSKiELD, III., August lo, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master :

M. VV. and Dear Brother : As one of the Board of Grand Examiners, and a

Grand Lecturer, I respectfully report, that aside from my labors in the several Schools

of Instruction, a report of which has been furnished, I have visited and instructed

lodges as follows: At Alexis and Rio, one week ; at Waverly, one week ; at Farm

-

ington, five days, and at New Salem, one day. At each of these places I met many

officers and members of other lodges, and all seemed inspired by the desire to obtain

correct work ; and I am pleased to be able to report, that from my observation, the

good work is going on all over the State, and the time is not far distant when those

who have labored for uniformity, will have the supreme pleasure of exclaiming, "It is

accomplished."

Respectfully and fraternally yours,

W. B. GRIMES,

Grand Examiner and Lecturer.

Chester, III., August 31, 18S7.

A. T. Darrah, Grafid Afaster.

M. IV. and Dear Brother : As a member of the Board of Grand Examiners,

I now respectfully present my report for the past year. I attended all of the vSchools

of Instruction, held at Olney, Jerseyville, Galesburg, Paxton and Ottawa. I have

also instructed the following lodges in the Standard Work :
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Makanda, No. 434, two days, at Makanda.

Makanda, No. 434, five days, at Makanda.

Freeburg, No. 418, five days, at Freeburg.

Sliekinah, No. 241, one day, at Carbondale.

Centralia, No. 201, one day, at Centralia.

Washington, No. 55, eight days, at Nashville.

Mitchell, No. 85, one day, at Pinckneyville.

Washington, No. 55, one day, at Nashville.

In all of those I found a disposition among the brethren to acquire a knowledge

of the Standard Work of this Grand Jurisdiction ; so much so, that I expect to visit

all of those lodges again during the coming winter.

Respectfully and fraternally submitted,

JAMES DOUGLAS,
Grand Examiner and Lecturer.

Kewaunee, III., September 6, 1S87.

Alex. T. Darr.^h, G?aiid Master.

M. IV. and Dear Brother : I have the honor to report that during the past

year I have responded to the call ot but two lodges for instruction. I have instruct-

ed officers and members of lodges in the various ceremonies, and conferred several

degrees, and assisted at the Schools of Instruction at Galesburg and Ottawa.

Since receiving from your hands a commission as Grand Examiner, I have done

nothing pertaining to that office.

Permit me to thank you for the confidence and honor shown me.

Fraternally yours,

A. B. ASHLEY,
Deputy Grand Lecturer.

Steeleville, III., September 5, 1887.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother : As one of the Deputy Grand Lecturers, I have

the honor to report: On the 25th of December, 1886, assisted by W. Bro. W. P.

Askins, of Hope Lodge, No. 162, as Grand Marshal, I publicly installed the Wor-

shipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, Treasurer and Secretary of Alma Lodge,
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No. 497, after which W. Uro. James W. Baldwin, of Good Mope Lodge, No. 218,

St. Louis, Mo., installed the Senior and Junior Deacons, Stewards and Tyler. On

the evening of December 27th, I publicly installed the officers of Mitchell Lodge,

No. 85, assisted by Bro. Huntsinger as Grand Marshal, after which, accom-

panied by the Pinckneyville Band, we repaired to the hall of Bro. Bischof, where we

sat down to a feast fit for a king, prepared by the ladies of Pinckneyville.

Lectured Shiloh Hill Lodge, No. 695, January 6th, 7th and Sth, 1887, and in-

stalled their officers on the evening of the 8th. February 12th, 1887, installed

Samuel J. Steele Secretary of Alma Lodge, No. 497, elected by dispensation of the

Grand Master. April 15th again visited Shiloh Hill Lodge, No. 695, and conferred

the third degree of Masonry.

PVaternally yours,

W. H. STEPHENS,
Deputy Grand Lecturer.

MoNTiCELU), 111., August 11, 1887.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : As one of the Deputy Grand Lecturers, I

would respectfully report that during the past year I have done nothing to deserve

my commission in the way of lecturing lodges away from home. I would further

report that I have had no applications in that line, for which I am a little bit thank-

ful, for two reasons : first, I have not been under the probable necessity of declining

the same ; and second, it convinces me that there are a sufficient number of active

deputies, who have attended to the wants of the brethren who are seeking more

light.

I liad the pleasure of attending and assisting in the School of Instruction held

at Ottawa during March last, and am thoroughly convinced of the utility of these

schools for the purpose for which they are held, as well as in the way of promoting

sociability and brotherly love among the Craft.

I remain, respectfully and fraternally,

H. E. HUSTON,
Deputy Grand Lecturer.

Perry, III., September 5th, 1887.

A. T. Dakkah, (hand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : I again have the pleasure of reporting my
labors as Deputy Grand Lecturer :
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On January 3d I instructed the ollicers of Naples Lodge, No. 68, and remained

with the brethrein two days.

On the 13th of the same month 1 visited Chambersburg Lodge, No. 373, and

was with them nine days.

I also instructed the brethren of Kendrick Lodge, No. 430, five days.

Fraternally yours,

JOHN E. MORTON,
Deputy Grand Lecturer.

Charleston, III., August 15, 1887.

Ale.x. T. Darkah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brotlier : Obedient to duty, I beg leave to report that

since the meeting of the Grand Lodge in 1886, I have given instruction in the Stand-

ard Work of this Grand Jurisdiction as follows, viz :

To Constantia Lodge, U. D., Chicago, in the German language, December 14th

to 24th, and again February 19th to 26th.

To Mattoon Lodge, No. 260, Mattoon, on the evenings of Jan. 24th to 2Sth.

To Ridge Farm Lodge, No. 630, Ridge Farm, February i6th, 17th and i8th,

and to officers and brethren of Circle Lodge, No. 707, and Mattoon Lodge, No. 260,

at various times. I installed the officers of Charleston Lodge, No. 31^, and Omega
Lodge, No. 775, Charleston, on the evening of St. John's in December, and have

presided in conferring of degrees in a number of lodges, and assisted at a funeral at

Chrisman in June. I was also present at and helped in the Schools of Instruction at

Olney and Ottawa.

As you are aware, at your command, and by your appointment in November

last, Bro. George Loelkes, M. D., of Belleville, and myself, have since then made a

complete and thorough translation from the English into German of the work and

lectures of this Grand Jurisdiction. As this work was, and is, necessarily largely

mental, it has taken a great deal of time, patience and perseverance, and I wish

hereby to testify to the unselfish devotion of my associate, and to the fact that the

success of the undertaking is mostly due to his learning and proficiency.

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for your confidence, and for the honors volun-

tarily conferred.

Fraternally yours,

WM. GINTHER,
Deputy Grand Lecturer.
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MoNTicELLO, III., September 5, 1SS7.

M. W. Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master, Bloomhigton, III.

Dear Sir and Brother : As Deputy Grand Lecturer I have the honor to report

my official labors for the past year. I have instructed the following lodges :

Weldon Lodge, No. 746, twelve days ending January 22, 1887.

Sullivan Lodge, No. 764, three days ending February 26, 1887.

Weldon Lodge, No. 746, three days ending March 21, 1887.

Atlanta Lodge, No. 165, three days ending March 26, 1887.

I'otomac Lodge, U. D , si.x days ending May 9th, 1887.

I also instructed Springfield Lodge, No. 4, and Tyrian Lodge, No. ^}^, one

evening of each week, from February 1st to June 15th, 1887.

Owing to other engagements I was unable to attend any of the Schools of In-

struction.

All of which is fraternally submitted,

J. E. EVANS,

Deputy Grand Lecturer.

Whitehall, III., August 25, 1887.

A. T. Daruah, Grand iMaster.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother

:

As l^eputy Grand Lecturer I would report

having in.structed the lodges named : Chesterfield, No. 445; Shipman, No. 212;

Palmyra, No. 463 ; Winchester, No. 105; Full Moon, No. 44.1, and Whitehall,

No. 80.

With the exception of the latter, I was several days with each of the above

lodges, and for the time allotted them commendable progress was made in the

opening and closing ceremonies of the lodge, and in the work of conferring the

degrees.

That which must commend the ritualistic work of the Grand Lodge, is its

simplicity, and therein consists largely its beauty and adaptibility. Perfection in it,

however, can be attained only by careful study, seasoned with "time, patience and

perseverance."

I attended the School of Instruction at Jerseyville. I am pleased to be able to

report that of the many representatives present, whom I know had been instructed

by members of the Board of Examiners, and Deputy Lecturers, in their own lodges,

and at other Schools of Instruction, so far none have entered complaint ol having

had to unlearn at Jerseyville what they had previously been taught. The uniformity
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obtained is a matter of surprise to its most sanguine advocates, even in the principles,

but when the perfection of minor details are taken into account, it is very gratifying.

In the several lodges which I have instructed, I found zealous brethren vieing

with each other in acquiring, with accuracy, a thorough knowledge of the work.

Yours fraternally,

I. M. McCOLLISTER,
Deputy Grand Lecturer.

La Hari'e, III., August 19, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother: It was my good pleasure to attend the School

of Instruction held at Galesburg this year, and assist in the work. I have spent six

days laboring with the faithful of Raritan Lodge, No. 727 ; two days with Hancock

Lodge, No. 20, and two days with Warsaw Lodge, No. 257. Have spent many

evenings with neighboring lodges, conferring degrees and assisting them with their

work.

Fraternally yours,

W. O. BUTLER,
Deputy Grand Lecturer.

Troy, III., August 29th, 18S7.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and Brother : I have virtually done nothing official as Deputy

Grand Lecturer duiing this Masonic year, the stringency of finances tending, in my

opinion, to cause and continue this apparent apathy. I have only instructed one

lodge. Highland Lodge, No. 583, with whom I spent three days.

A general feeUng of desire for a higher degree of proficiency in the " Standard

Work" pervades the Craft in this section, and I doubt not that when the financial

condition of the lodges will permit, they will largely avail themselves of the means

provided, and "so mote it be," speedily and thoroughly.

Thanking you, M. W. Brother, for the honor of your commission, I am.

Fraternally yours,

SAMUEL RAWSON,
Deputy Grand Lecturer.
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Shawneetown, III., August 12, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and AT. W. Brother : During the past year I have had several calls

to lecture lodges, but owing to "Providential hindrances" have been unable to

respond, much to my regret. I was also unable to attend any of the Schools of In-

struction, so have not much to report as Deputy Grand Lecturer. I am happy to be

able to state, however, that quite a number of lodges have sought and found more

light in the Standard Work in this vicinity, and that the labors of the Deputy Grand

Lecturers who have performed this pleasant work have been highly appreciated,

and great progress made.

With sincere thanks for your uniform kindness and courtesy, I am,

Fraternally yours,

W. J. ELWELL,
Deputy Grand Lecturer.

I

Burnt Prairie, III., September 5, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

M. W. and Dear Brother : As one of the Deputy Grand Lecturers I wish to

report, that during the current Masonic year I have instructed the following lodges :

Union Lodge, No. 627, six days ending November 30, 1886.

Vienna Lodge, No. 150, six days ending December 7, 1886.

The W. M. of Fairfield Lodge, No. 206, four days ending Dec. 31, 1886.

Carmi Lodge, No. 272, six days ending January 15, 1887.

Hermitage Lodge, No. 356, four days ending January 21, 1887-

New Haven Lodge, No. 230, six days ending January 29, 18S7.

Grand Chain Lodge, No. 660, five days ending February 8, 1887.

Johnsonville Lodge, No. 713, six days ending March 14, 1887.

Fairfield Lodge, No. 206, five days ending April 9, 1887.

Saline Lodge, No. 339, six days to August 6, 1887.

I have, by invitation, assisted in conferring thirty-one degrees in different

lodges. I also attended the School of Instruction at Olney.

Thanking you for the honor conferred upon me, I am,

Fraternally yours,

J. K. ENNIS,

Deputy Grand Lecturer.
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Litchfield, III., September 8, 1887.

A. T. Darraii, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : In accordance with my duty as Deputy

Grand Lecturer, I submit herewith my report for the past year : I have had several

calls to lecture lodges, but owing to a press of business have been unable to accept

but two, and that for a short time only. I have instructed Raymond Lodge, No.

692, one day, and Walshville Lodge, No. 475, two days. Have also instructed

brethren of different lodges in this vicinity who have applied to me at home. I find

an increasing desire on the part of the brethren in this part of the State for more

light and perfection in the ritual.

I have had the pleasure of attending but one School of Instruction held during

the year—the one at Jerseyville—when I had the honor of assisting somewhat in

exemplifying the work, and when I made some very pleasant acquaintances. The

meeting was well attended, and no doubt did great good in disseminating Masonic

knowledge.

Thanking you for the honor conferred upon me, and with kind regards, I am.

Fraternally yours,

JOHN W. ROSE,

Deputy Grand Lecturer.

Bloomington, III., September 9, 1887.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and Brother : During the past year I have lectured the following

lodges

:

Richard Cole Lodge, No. 697, nine days, ending October 7, i!

La Prairie Lodge, No. 267, six days, ending January i, 1887.

Verona Lodge, No. 757, four days, ending January 13, 1887.

Comet Lodge, No. 641, five days, ending January 25, 1887.

El Paso Lodge, No. 246, two days, ending February 11, 1887.

Sibley Lodge, No. 761, four days, ending February 22, 1887.

Braidwood Lodge, No. 704, four days, ending February 27, 18

Fairview Lodge, No. 350, four days, ending March 10, 1887.

Lacon Lodge, No. 61, six days, ending March 19, 1887.

Macon Lodge, No. 8, three days, ending March 25, 1887.

Newtown Lodge, No. 714, two days, ending April 2, 1887.
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Acacia Lodge, No. 67, three days, ending April 6, 1887.

St. John Lodge, No. 13, three days, ending April 9, 1887.

Brethren at Spring Valley, five days, ending April 19, 1S87.

Comet Lodge, No. 641, one day, ending June 13, 1887.

Maquon Lodge, No. 530, three days, ending September 7, 1887.

Have conferred the first degree on ten ; the second on six, and the third on

ten candidates.

Fraternally yours,

J. H. C. DILL,

Deputy Grand Lecturer.

Blandinsville, III., August 30, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master :

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother : I have the honor to herewith transmit to you

my annual report as Deputy Grand Lecturer for the past year.

I went to Colchester on November 15th, and lectured a number of the brethren

who reside there, for one week, commencing November 15th and continuing to the

19th. I also lectured the brethren of Colchester Lodge, U. D., on the following

dates: February 7, 8, 9 and 10; March 14, 15, 16 and 17 ; April 23, 25, 26, 27,

28 and 29. Blandinsville Lodge, No. 233, May 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. Colchester

Lodge, U. D., May 14, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20.

I have also conferred the First, Second and Third Degrees a number of times

in neighboring lodges, and given instruction whenever asked in regard to the work

and lectures of the Standard Work.

The Craft in this part of our Grand Jurisdiction is in a flourishing condition, and

tlie brethren everywhere are earnestly striving to learn more of Masonry.

Thanking you for the honor conferred upon me, I am.

Very cordially and fraternally yours,

GEORGE S. FUHR,

Deputy Grand Lecturer.
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BusHNELL, III., September 13, 1887.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother : I desire to report, as Deputy Grand Lecturer,

that I have been more engaged in the instruction of the officers and members of our

lodge here at home than in lecturing other lodges. I was, however, during last

winter, with Cuba Lodge four days, and feel that substantial progress was made.

My business as merchant prevents me from being much away from home, but I

am glad to say that the work done by T. J. Pickett Lodge, as regards accuracy in

ritual, and zeal on the part of workers, deserves to rank well. And I can say our

efforts are appreciated by our neighboring sister lodges, for we have, on invitation,

conferred the third degree for the brethren at Bardolph, La Ilarpe, Blandinsville

and Colchester during the present year. I am greatly pleased to say that the influ-

ence of the School of Instruction held here in February, 1886, has been most salu-

tary, and that a desire to know the work, and to become able to duly render the

same is widespread in this part of the State. I may also mention that during the

present year I have myself worked only in the third degree. Our Junior Warden

works in the E. A. degree, and our vSenior Warden in the F. C. degree to my entire

satisfaction. We have plenty of work on hand, but held it over during the heated

term. With great respect, I am.

Fraternally yours,

WM. J. FRISBEE,

Deputy Grand Lecturer.

Bement, III., September 10, 1887.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother : As a member of the Board of Examiners, I

beg leave to report that I was in attendance on all the Schools ot Instruction held

by your appointment during the year. I believe the attendance and interest was

fully up to that of previous years. The Secretary of the Board, I presume, will fur-

nish you with a detailed report of all the meetings, which will make any further report

from me unnecessary. Thanking you for the honor of the appointment, I am,

Fraternally yours,

C. F. TENNEY,
Grand Examiner and Lecturer.
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REPORTS

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRANDMASTERS

FIRST DISTRICT.

Chicago, Aug. 27, 1887.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Maste^r.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother: In compliance with the Grand Lodge By-

Laws, I have the honor to transmit my official report for the past Masonic year.

Upon receipt of my commission I sent the usual notices to the Masonic lodges

within my jurisdiction. I have to acknowledge that obligations and duties, personal

in their character, have prevented my visiting the several lodges of my District to

the extent desirable, and I presume customary.

On all occasions I have been received and treated with the courtesy and respect

due to the representative of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, so that the perform-

ance of my official duties, so far as they have been performed, has been attended

with much pleasure and Masonic profit to \\\^ individually.

I have been consulted frequently on questions of Masonic jurisprudence, and

chiefly as to the rights and jurisdiction of lodges located within the limits of the same

municipal town with other lodges, over candidates residing within the same munici-

pality. My experience in this connection teaches that if the jurisdiction of such lodges

could be made concurrent, less misunderstandings and vexatious controversies would

arise.



1 00 APPENDIX.

It is with pleasure that I am able to report a healthful growth and prosperity

among the lodges generally, and a prevailing harmony, unity and good fellowship

among the brethren of this District.

I am happy to state that so far as I can learn the labors of the Committee on

Appeals and Grievances will not be increased by any Masonic contentions or griev-

ances existing in the First Masonic District of Illinois.

Fraternally yours,

IRA W. BUELL,
D. D. G. M. First District.

SECOND DISTRICT.

Chicago, Sept. i, 1887.

Alex. T. Darrah, (irand Master.

Dear Sir andM . W. Broilier : Immediately upon the receipt of my commis-

sion as your representative in the Second District, and before mailing notices of my
appointment to the various lodges in the District, my first duties were of a very sad

nature, consisting (at your request) of daily visiting and reporting to you the condi-

tion of our M. W. Brother Theodore T. Gurney, who at the last session of the M.

W. Grand Lodge was believed to be prostrated with his last illness; and whose ab-

sence from his accustomed post caused such sincere regret and called forth such

tender words of sympathy.

On the morning of November 9th I telegraphed you that he had passed away

at four A. M., and by your instructions, proceeded with arrangements for a special

Emergent Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge, which it was arranged should

perform the burial service for the officers of Cleveland Lodge. The circumstances

of the funeral on the nth, the tender tributes so feelingly expressed over his remains

before placing them in the vault at Rose Hill, forming a report of a special com-

mittee, appointed at the time, I need not dwell upon.

The announcement of Bro. Gurney's death, although hourly expected, caused

such regret and sorrow as could have been awakened at the death of no other

Master Mason in this Grand Jurisdiction. His untiring zeal in the interest of the

Fraternity ; his ready pen, clear conceptions, just conclusions and bold utterances

for the good of mankind, has elevated him to a position in the Craft that will never

be better filled.

Cleveland Lodge, with which he was last affiliated, will ever deeply mourn his

loss, but will point with pride to his name enrolled among its members as one who

left an example worthy of the fullest imitation.



APPENDIX. 161

On the nth of May, with a few of the brethren, it was my lot to meet Brother

Gurney's family, and with their friends assist in removing the body from the vault

and silently return it to mother earth.

My other duties have been of a commonplace nature during the year, and con-

sisted of visiting the lodges, installing officers, conferring and assisting in working

degrees, answering questions which could be found in the by-laws, submitting

all others to you, etc., etc. I have always been received by the lodges with courtesy

and kindness, as your representative, and am pleased to report the lodges in this

district as dwelling in harmony, and doing good work of the Standard pattern (with

few exceptions.) The amount of work will show a gratifying increase, and the

character of the initiated rank well with those who have gone before.

Thanking you for the honor of my appointment, I remain,

Yours fraternally,

T. G. MORRIS,
D. D. G. M. Second District.

THIRD DISTRICT.

Oak Park, III., September i, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : The receipt of your annual circular to your

District Deputies reminds me that I owe it to you to give an account of the way in

which I have administered the trust which, at the commencement of the current

Masonic year, you were kind enough to commit to my hands.

If in anything I have failed to do what might have been reasonably expected

of me, it has been due in part to my inexperience in such requirements, and in part

to the exactions of professional duties, the imperative nature of which none can

know better than myself.

Early in the year I issued a circular to each of tlie lodges within the district

under my charge, announcing my appointment as District Deputy Grand Master,

and my willingness to respond to any calls which might be made upon me for my
official action. I am happy to be able to report that but few matters hare been

brought to my attention which required such action, and with two notable excep-

tions, full reports of which have already been laid before you, and which, it seems

to me, do not require to be more than thus briefly alluded to in this report. Sub-

stantial harmony has prevailed within and between the lodges which constitute the

Third Masonic District during the year.

Armed with your authority, on the 3d day of December, 1SS6, I proceeded to

Norwood Park, a town on the Madison Division of the C. ^S: N. \V. R. R., in this
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district, and there, under your dispensation, instituted a new Masonic lodge under

the name of Beacon Light Lodge, U. D., with Charles J. DeBerard, W. M.; Lorin

C. Collins. Jr., S. W., and Earl H. Reed, J. W.

In the month of June of the present year, in company with R. W. Bro. Edward
Cook, I visited the new lodge and saw the M. M. degree conferred by the officers

of the lodge, with so close a conformity to the Standard Work of this jurisdiction

that it would have been creditable to any of the older lodges.

Since the date of its institution the new lodge has done a large amount of work,

as will be seen by its report submitted to you, which bespeaks the zeal and activity

of its membership, which is composed of the foremost citizens of its vicinity. Having

faithfully ceased its labors at the constitutional limit, it now awaits the action of the

approaching Grand Lodge upon its application for a charter.

It gives me pleasure to be able to report, that in the lodges of this district there

is a growing interest in, and disposition to conform to, the Standard Work of this

(irand Jurisdiction, as promulgated by your efficient Board of Grand Examiners, and

taught under their careful supervision.

Thanking you for the manifestation of your confidence in appointing me yoiir

Deputy for this district ; and hoping that, through the exercise of Masonic charity, I

may not be held to have been conspicuously unfaithful to duty, I am,

Very truly and fraternally yours,

E. W. WOOD,
D. D. G. M. Third District.

FOURTH DISTRICT.

Geneva, III., Aug. 24, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother : I take sincere pleasure in reporting the un-

broken continuance of peace and good order among the brethren and lodges of the

Fourth Masonic District. With a very few exceptions, it has been with them a year

of unexampled prosperity. I have observed, also, that special interest has been

manifested in each other's welfare, indicated by largely increased visiting of sister

lodges, both by individual members and by lodges in a body. I hope to be able to

visit such lodges as I have not yet reached, before the close of the year.

Respectfully yours,

A. W. ADAMS,
D. D. G. M. Fourth District.
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FIFTH DISTRICT.

Freeport, III., Aug. 31, 18S7.

Alex. T. Dakrah, (irand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : Another year has gone, and reminds me as

your District Deputy, to make my report of this, the Fifth Masonic District. The

cases referred to me, -Star in the East Lodge, No. 166, has been reported to you in

due time; also Waterman Lodge, No. 728, as per your request, although out of my
District, in company with R. W. Bro. L. L. Munn—the result has been duly re-

ported to you. The usual routine of installing officers and answering such questions

as generally come up for discussion.

Kindly thanking you for the honor conferred upon me in the appointment as

your representative in this District, I am,

Fraternally yours,

JACOB KROHN,
D. D. G. M. Fifth District.

SIXTH DISTRICT.

Mt. Carroll, III., September i, 18S7.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and AT. W. Brother : The time to make my annual report has again

returned. How swiftly the years roll by, and how that fact admonishes us that what

we have to do must be done quickly. The same report I have always made of

peace, harmony and concord among the Fraternity, is still true of this district.

Acting under your orders, on the 8th day of January, 1887, I arrested the char-

ter of Hanover Lodge, No. 300, turned it over, with the books and other effects, to

the Grand Secretary, and notified the lodges contiguous to the vacated territory.

My report to you at the time makes further allusion to it liere unnecessary.

The celebration of St. John's Day—June 24th—at Savanna, by the lodges of

Carroll County, was a very enjoyable occasion. The gathering was large ; the

address by Bro. Samuel Phelps Leland, of St. Charles, Iowa, excellent, and the

pleasure of the participants complete. I believe such social meetings are of great

benefit to us, as individuals, and to the Fraternity generally.

I am sure the statistics will show this to have been a very prosperous Masonic

year in this district.
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I congratulate you, sir, upon the grand success of your administration of the

great office of Grand Master of Masons of one of the largest and most important

Grand Jurisdictions in the world.

With sentiments of great esteem and respect, I am,

Fraternally yours.

E. T. E. BECKER,
D. G. G. M. Sixth District.

SEVENTH DISTRICT.

Dixon, III., September i, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, G7-and Master.

Dear Sir and Al . If. Brollwr : In accordance with your instructions of the

9th ult., it is incumbent on me to make report of my acts as your Deputy in the

vSeventh District for the current year. If it be true that "no news is good news,"

then I have nothing but good to report of the Craft in my jurisdiction during the

past year.

The fact is, I have nothing to report. Unfortunately for the performance of the

duties devolving upon me as your Deputy in this district, I have been called away

from home a considerable portion of the year, engaged in other labors; the balance

of the time I have felt compelled to devote to my private business. While I would

have been glad to give more time to the Craft in this district, had it been possible, I

trust it has not suffered in my absence.

The only case calling for action, which has come to my knowledge, was kindly

attended to while I was away by R. W. Bro. Krohn, of the Fifth District, to whom
I am under obligations for the favor. I have no doubt, from his well known ability,

that the matter was more satisfactorily adjusted than if I had been therein person.

When I reported last, I was in hopes this year to have been able to give a more

satisfactory account of my stewardship, but have been doomed to disappointment.

Hoping you may find some one for next year who has more time to devote to

the Craft in this district than I have^ and with thanks for all your courtesy to me,

I am.

Truly and fraternally yours,

JOHN D. CRABTREE,
D. D. G. M. Seventh District.
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NINTH i:)TSTRTCT.

Ottawa, III., September 9, 1887.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

M. W. and Dear Brother : As your Deputy for the Ninth Masonic District, I

herewith submit my report for the]^Masonic year n(nv drawing to a close.

Upon the receipt of my commission, I notified the lodges in the Ninth District

of my appointment, and informed them of my readiness to answer any sign of dis-

tress that might be sent up from the quarries, and to assist them as far as their neces-

sities might require, and my ability would permit. It is most gratifying to me to be

able to report, that peace and harmony'prevails throughout _ the Ninth District, and

the lodges, with but few exceptions, are in a prosperous condition.

On December 20th, 1886, I had the pleasure of surrendering the gavel, with

which I had ruled and governed Occidental LodgCj^No. 40, for three years, to W.

Bro. Charles E. Pettit, whom I had the honor of seating in the Oriental Chair.

Under the Mastership of W. Bro. Pettit, and the efficient Secretary, Brother David

Batcheller, Occidental Lodge, No. 40, is prospering abundantly.

On January 8th, 1887, on invitation, I visited Freedom Lodge, No. 194, installed

the officers and_assisted in conferring the E. A. degree. This lodge is located four-

teen miles north of Ottawa, in a rich farming country, and is one of the best working

lodges in the Ninth District, much of which is due to the zeal and energy of W. Bro.

Charles W. Bradshaw.

On January i4lh, 1887, I installed the officers of Humboldt Lodge, No. 555.

This lodge, by the wisdom of W. Bro. Gondolf, has shown a marked progress in ac-

quiring the "Standard Work." Bro. Frank Alschuler .is the efficient Secretary,

which is a guarantee that the proceedings proper to be written are correctly

recorded.

The Masonic School of Instruction held in'Ottawa on the first, second and third

days of March, 1887, was one of the most successful schools ever held in the State.

The attendance exceeded our most.sanguine expectations, and the brethren were

united in their praise of the beautiful and impressive exemplification of the ritual.

Occidental and Humboldt Lodges spared no efforts to make the school a success, and

the sojourn of visiting brethren pleasant as well as profitable. For the honor con-

ferred upon the Ninth District by appointing a school within its jurisdiction, please

accept my thanks.

In obedience to your orders, I officially visited Livingston Lodge, No. 371, on

January 26th, 1887; Leland Lodge, No. ssS, on January 28th, 1887, and Cornell

Lodge, No. 753, on June 22d, 1887, reports of which, in each case, were duly sub-

mitted to you.
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On invitation I visited Sheridan Lodge, No. 735, for the purpose of conferring

the Master's degree. We were royally received and entertained by W. Bro. Albert

Grandsen and the brethren. But for reasons which I have already presented to

you, the work was postponed.

As on last year, my Masonic labors were closed with performing the last sad

rites, according to the Masonic ritual, over the grave of a departed friend and

brother.

On Sunday, September 4th, 1887, as the shades of evening crept on, the ".Sab-

bath of eternity" set in and folded its sable robes around all that was mortal of

W. Bro. Henry Lee Merritt, Past Master of Streator Lodge, No. 607. At his home

in Streator, 111., after a short illness, surrounded by his affectionate family, aged

parents and loving friends, he passed peacefully away " to that undiscovered country

from whose bourne no traveler returns." And on Tuesday, September 6th, under

the auspices of the Masonic Fraternity, all that was mortal of Henry Lee Merritt

was consigned to its mother earth.

" Friend after friend departs;

Who hath not lost a friend ?

There is no union here of hearts

That tinds not here an end
;

Were this frail world our only rest.

Living or dying, none were blest."

Thanking you most sincerely for the distinguished honor conferred upon me, I

remain.

Fraternally yours,

W. L. MILLIGAN,

D. D. G. M. Ninth District.

TENTH DISTRICT.

Toulon, III., September 5th, 1S87.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : Having been appointed Deputy for the Tenth

District on the 30th of July (to fill vacancy), I immediately notified all the lodges in

the district of the appointment, and of my readiness to respond to any call that might

be made upon me; but as I have not been called upon, I have done nothing. I

believe, however, that a District Deputy should visit every lodge in his district at

least once during the year,—not for the purpose of being "received," nor to attend
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a banquet, but for the purpose of inspecting the work and records, and above all of

seeing that the principles of Masonry are not lost sight of, or overshadowed, in the

desire to do good work. We should adhere to the " Standard Work," but at the

same time should not neglect the '' standardprinciples'^ of the Order. It is an easy

matter to drill a corps of workers to perform the work correctly, but it is not so easy

to keep constantly in view the tneaning of all the forms and ceremonies, and ajiply

them to our daily life.

I believe a District Deputy should inquire into all tliese matters, in every lodge,

and having satisfied himself of the condition of things, should earnestly but frater-

nally advise the correction of such errors as he may discover, and make a true and

impartial report of the same to the M. W. Grand Master, l^ut I have not attempted

to perform these duties as they should be done, for the reason that my appointment

was only temporary, and it was too near the end of the year to undertake them.

Fraternally yours,

B. F. THOMPSON,
D. D. G. M. Tenth District.

TWELFTH DISTRICT.

RubHViLLE, III., Aug. 25th, 1887.

A. T. Dakrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother: It is with pleasure that I again submit my
report as Deputy of the Twelfth District for the past year. Upon the receipt of my
commission, I sent to the various lodges the usual notice of appointment. I am
pleased to say that the lodges have been prospered, and that nothing of importance

has occurred to mar the peace and unity that should always exist in the Fraternity.

Outside of visiting a number of the lodges, my ofhcial acts have been few.

On November 20th, 1886, I was called to Industry Lodge, No. 327, at Industry,

to assist the Worshipful Master in a trial against a brother for un- Masonic conduct.

I installed the officers of the following lodges : Rushville Lodge, No. 9, at

Rushville, Dec. 29th, 1886; Littleton Lodge, No. 766, at Littleton, Dec. 31st, 1886.

On January 13th, 1887, in the afternoon, I instituted Colchester Lodge, U. D.,

at Colchester.

On the last named day in the evening, acting as your proxy, I dedicated the

beautiful hall of Colchester Lodge, U. D., in the presence of a large assembly. The
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occasion will long be remembered by all who participated in the event ; but your

inability to be present caused a general regret and disappointment. I am proud to

say that the brethren at Colchester have one of the finest halls in this part of the

State, and the zeal which characterizes their efforts will no doubt make a lodge which

will be an honor to the Fraternity.

Hoping my services have been satisfactory, and thanking you for the high honor

conferred upon mc, I am,

Fraternally yours,

LEWIS C. SEELEY,
D. D. G. M. Twelfth District.

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT.

Galesburg, III., August 30, 1887.

A. T. Darkah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : I herewith submit my report as District

Deputy Grand Master for the Thirteenth Masonic District

:

October 30th, 1886, in compliance with your order, I visited Yates City and

examined the records of Yates City I^odge, No. 448, and at that time made a report

to you. I am pleased to say there has been a great improvement in that lodge.

I installed the officers of the following lodges : Vesper Lodge, No. 584, Oct.

20, 1886; Pacific Lodge, No. 400, Dec. 18, 1886; Maquon Lodge, No. 530, Dec.

21, 1886; Rio Lodge, No. 685, Jan. 5, 1887.

The Thirteenth District was honored by the appointment of a School of Instruc-

tion at Galesburg, P^ebruary i, 2 and 3, 1887. There was a large attendance, and

from the attention given, there can be no doubt but what great benefit was derived.

It was regretted very much that the M. W. Grand Master was prevented by sickness

from beins; present.

I have visited nearly all the lodges in the district. I found a lack of interest

among the members of some lodges. Those lodges I have visited often, and am
pleased to say they are in better condition.

I find that some Masters of lodges have been in the habit of dispensing with

stated meetings without permission. I have cautioned them against doing so.

When visiting lodges I have endeavored to impress on the minds of the officers

and members the necessity of becoming familiar with the Grand Lodge By-Laws, as
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by so doing many questions can be decided without referring to the M. W. Grand

Master.

Nothing has occurred in this District during the past year to disturb the peace

and harmony which prevails.

Thanking you for the lionor conferred upon me, I remain,

Fraternally yours,

WM. R. HOYLE, Jr.,

D. D. G. M. Thirteenth District.

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT.

Pkoria, III., Aug. 23, 18S7.

A. T. Daurah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir'and M. IV. Brother: I again have the pleasure of submitting my

report as District Deputy Grand Master of the Fourteenth Masonic District.

Immediately on receiving my commission I notified each of the lodges in the

District of my appointment, and my readiness to serve them when required.

In November I visited W. C. Hobbs Lodge, No. 306, at Eureka, and conferred

the Fellow Crafts Degree. The attendance was large, and a great deal of interest

was manifested. I inspected the records and found them neatly and correctly kept.

I installed the officers of Peoria Lodge, No. 15, Temple Lodge, No. 46, Illinois

Lodge, No. 263, and Alta, No. 748.

In March I visited Phoenix Lodge, No. 663, at Mapleton, on invitation of the

Worshipful Master, and conferred the third degree. There was present a large dele-

gation from Lancaster Lodge, No 106, at Glasford. Phoenix Lodge is in a pros-

perous condition. Their room is neatly and comfortably furnished; supplied with

an organ, and with several good players and singers among their number, the brethren

of Phoenix Lodge make their meetings one of pleasure as well as profit.

I also had the pleasure of visiting El Paso Lodge, No. 246, at El Paso. The

M. W. Grand Master and R. W. Grand Secretary were present, also R. W. Brother

Owen Scott, D. D. G. M. of the Fifteenth District. There were also large delega-

tions from Bloomington, Eureka, Fairbury, Chenoa and Minonk. The third degree

was conferred on one candidate, Bro. Owen Scott officiating as W. M., assisted by

the brethren from Bloomington. The work was very impressive, and Bro. Scott,

with his assistants, acquitted themselves with honor and credit to the Craft. The
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brethren of El Paso have a fine large hall, very neatly and handsomely frescoed and

furnished. At the close of the lodge the brethren were handsomely entertained at

a banijuet given by El Paso Lodge at the hotel.

In July I visited Empire Lodge, No. 126, at Pekin. The third degree was

conferred on two candidates. Bro. A. V. Norman, W. M. of Tremont Lodge, No.

462, and Bro. John Schofield, W. M. of Temple Lodge, No. 46, officiated. A large

number of brethren were present from Peoria, Minier, Tremont and Mapleton. The

work was creditably done, and Bros. Norman and Schofield were the recipients of many

congratulations. Empire Lodge also has a very pleasant room, and are in a prosper-

ous condition. I found the records neatly written up, and kept in splendid shape.

Bro. Schurman, as Secretary, is the right man in the right place. The brethren of

Empire Lodge know well how to entertain their visitors, as all will testify who sat

down to their elegant repast after lodge was closed.

On invitation of the W. M., I visited Schiller Lodge, No. 335, and witnessed

the conferring of the third degree on one candidate. The work was in German, and

though I could not understand scarcely a word, being familiar with the work could

readily follow the W. M. The attendance was rather light, but the work seemed to

go on very smoothly, and the candidate much impressed. Schiller Lodge always pro-

vides a repast after conferring the third degree, and this evening was no exception.

I have visited, at various times during the year, the several lodges in this city.

All are in a prosperous condition, and peace and harmony prevails.

During the year I have not received a call for an official visit from any of the

lodges in the district ; and have made but one, at your request, to visit Empire

Lodge, No. 126, some complaint having been made, which I investigated and re-

ported to you at the time. Acting upon your directions, the trouble has been

remedied and harmony now prevails.

Kindly thanking you for the honor conferred, I remain,

Fraternally yours,

C. F. HITCHCOCK,
D. D. G. M. Fourteenth District.

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bloomington, III., September 6, 1887.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother : Another year having passed, I am reminded

tliat I must give an account of my work in the Fifteenth Masonic District. Being at
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the home of the Grand Master, my duties have been greatly lessened by his

efficiency. There has been little to do in my official capacity, so greatly has peace

and harmony prevailed, and good will abounded.

I have visited all lodges not reached last year, and as many others as possible.

I find them flourishing. A genuine boom has been going on all around. Many
lodges have had more seekers for light than they knew how to accommodate. Our

district was again favored with one of the Schools of Instruction within its borders.

This time it was held at Paxton. The large attendance and genuine interest mani-

fested made it of great profit to the Craft.

Fraternally yours,

OWEN SCOTT,

D. D. G. M. Fifteenth District.

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT.

Kankakee, III., September 5, 1SS7.

Ale.K. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

M. W. and Dear Brother : In submitting my report for the past year, I have

but little of interest to present. On the 13th of January, by invitation of Bro. T. P.

French, Acting Master named in the dispensation, I proceeded to Potomac, Ver-

milion County, and in the evening instituted Potomac Lodge, U. D., according to

the ceremonial promulgated by the Grand Lodge. This lodge begins its existence

with so large a number of members—old and tried Masons^that there is no necessity

for "work" to give it standing among the best—though the presentation and refer-

ence of several petitions at that time indicated an active prospect before it. The
presence of a number of brethren from other lodges, notably Newtown Lodge, No.

714, added to the interest of the occasion, and I returned home with a fixed belief

that Potomac would always be a live and prosperous lodge.

At the beginning of the year I assisted at the installation of the officers of

several of the neighboring lodges, as well as ot my own home lodge. The above

comprises all the official acts of the year, unless attendance at Masonic funerals

would be considered as such. Of these I have attended several, the most recent of

which was on last Thursday, September ist, at which time, with the assistance of

Oilman Lodge, No. 591, and a large number of brethren from other lodges, under

charge of W. Bro. Morey, of No. 591, marshaled by W. Bro. J. Frank Leonard, of

Kankakee Lodge, No. 389, I performed the last sad service over the remains of W.
Bro, E. Wenger, P. M. of Oilman Lodge, No. 591. Bro. Wenger has often repre-
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sented his lodge in the Grand Lodge, and was well and widely known throughout

the section in which he lived. A practicing physician by occupation, the postmaster

of the city of Oilman at the time of his death, he was a man without guile, and none

knew him but to love him.

Fraternally yours,

F. S. HATCH,
D. D. G. M. Sixteenth District.

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT.

URiiANA, III., September 5, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother : I herewith submit my report as District Deputy

Grand Master of the Seventeenth District for the past year :

On receipt of my commission as District Deputy, I forwarded to all the lodges

in the district the usual notices, informing them of that fact, and that I should hold

myself in readiness to respond to any calls they might make.

On December 23d I publicly installed the officers of Ogden Lodge, No. 754.

After the installation services the lodge was closed in due form, and the brethren,

with their wives and friends, repaired to the banquet. Notwithstanding the very

unpleasant evening, a large number were present, and a very enjoyable time was

had. I have not had the pleasure of visiting this lodge while at labor, but am in-

formed it is in a healthy and prosperous condition.

December 29th I installed the officers of Western Star Lodge, No. 240, and on

January ist the officers of Urbana Lodge, No. 157.

January 3d I visited Mahomet Lodge, No. 220, and witnessed the conferring of

the second degree. The work was creditably done. I found the records in fair

condition.

January 4th I visited Homer Lodge, No. 199. The third degree was conferred

by an entirely new set of officers, and for the first effort was well done. The records

were not well kept, and deficient in many respects. Such alterations and changes

were suggested to the Secretary as will materially improve them in the future.

January 6th I visited Paris Lodge, No. 268. After installing the officers the

first degree was conferred in a very impressive manner. Great credit is due R. W.
Bro. Wieder for the manner in which each officer performed his part of the work.

The records are a model of neatness and accuracy.
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J.muary I2lh I viailcd Raiitoul Lodge, No. 470. The lliirJ Jej^ree was cuu-

ferred in a very creditable manner, considering the officers were all new and this

their first work. The records were deficient, and not full enough of detail. Such

changes were suggested as the case demanded.

January 17th I received a communication from you relating to Grand View

Lodge, No. 198. I immediately commenced correspondence with W. Bro. Gilbert,

which resulted in my visiting Dudley on February 8th. The result of that visit was

fully reported to you February 9th. In connection with this case, I am indebted to

R. W. Bro. Wieder ^r much valuable assistance.

July 1 2th, also July 26th, I visited Centennial Lodge, No. 747. The state of

affairs found there has been fully reported in my letters of July 13th, 27th, August

15th and 30th.

So far as I have been able to observe the work, it is conforming closely to that

authorized by the Grand Lodge. Owing to close confinement to business, I have

been unable to make my visits as extensive as I desired, or the good of the Order

may have demanded.

Thanking you for the honor conferred, I am,

Fraternally yours,

F. E. EUBELING,

D. D. G. M. Seventeenth District.

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bement, III., September 10, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : As District Deputy I have visited ten of the

nineteen lodges of the district, two at your request and one by invitation of the lodge.

Reports of these visits were sent you at the time. Since then nothing of importance

to the Craft has come to my knowledge.

I am each year more strongly convinced that very little good to Masonry can be

accomplished by District Deputies until the taw requires them to visit each lodge in

their respective districts at least once during the year—not by invitation or previous

notice, but without either. The law as it now stands classes them as Grand Officers

—without vote—and clothes them with the title of " Right Worshipful." This com-

prises the entire list of their duties, honors and emoluments, except as directed and

empowered by the Grand Master. The matter of visitation is entirely voluntary on
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their part, hence the lodges that most need their visits and instruction look upon

them as intruders, and in some cases treat them as such. Far better abolish the

office than continue it with such limited duties and doubtful honors.

With personal regards, I am.

Fraternally yours,

C. F. TENNEY,
D. D. G. M. Eighteenth District.

TWENTIETH DISTRICT.

PiTTSFiELD, III., Aug. lo, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother: As District Deputy Grand Master of the

Twentieth Masonic District, I notified all the lodges in said District of my appoint-

ment and readiness to visit them when called upon. Not having received any call,

I am pleased to be able to report that the usual degree of prosperity and quietude

prevail in this District. I am sorry to say that circumstances are such that I have

been unable to personally visit but few of the lodges.

Respectfully and fraternally yours,

W. B. GRIMES,
D. D. G. M. Twentieth District.

TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT.

LaHarpe, III., Aug. 19, 1S87.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brothet : The Masonic year of 1S87 is rapidly drawing

to a close, and I have the pleasure to inform you that (as far as I can learn) peace,

harmony and prosperity can be found in the Twenty-first District. Immediately on

receipt of my commission as District Deputy, I addressed a circular letter to the

Secretaries of all lodges in the District, propounding to them several interrogatories
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to which I required of tliem unequivocal answers. By this means I acquired much

valuable information in regard to their work, condition, etc.

Have received no official calls to visit lodges, yet have visited a number of the

same and assisted them in their work.

Lallarpe Lodge, No. 195, now owns a fine Masonic hall, which was dedicated

to the purposes of Freemasonry in due and ancient form by R. W. Bro. Scott, on

November nth, 1886. A very large audience of invited guests were present at the

dedication. In the evening T. J. Pickett Lodge, of Bushnell, by invitation, con-

ferred the third degree, and their magnificent work was enjoyed by two hundred

Master Masons.

Elvaston Lodge, No. 715, also built them a fine hall this year, which they

moved into December i6th. Carthage Lodge, No. 20, is now erecting a hall which

will be finished soon.

With congratulations to you for the interest you have taken in the Craft during

your administration, and for the favors you have conferred upon your humble ser-

vant, I remain,

Fraternally yours,

W. O. BUTLER,

D. D. G. M. Twenty-first District.

TWENTY-SECOND DISTRICT.

Whitehall, III., August 29, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir andM . IV. Brother : The Grand Lodge By-Laws make it my duty

as District Deputy Grand Master to report the condition of lodges, state of Masonry,

etc., in the Twenty-second District.

The lodges were notified, upon receipt of my commission, of my readiness to

visit them in an official capacity, or otherwise. At the School of Instruction held at

Jersey ville, January 18-20, I met the representatives of fifteen of the lodges of the

district, and from careful inquiry at that time, and since by letter, and during my
labors with lodges as a Lecturer in different parts of the district, I am able to make

favorable report as to the lodges as a whole. A few of them are encumbered with

debt, and in two or three this is detrimental to their usefulness. The majority, how-

ever, are in good financial condition. Some of those having the heaviest obligations

in this direction, under able management, in one or two years, will free themselves
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from such embarrassment. That others may be encouraged, I desire to make men-

tion of Greenfield Lodge, No. 129. It will illustrate what might be done by others

under like conditions. Some years ago this lodge lost its hall and contents by fire,

and in rebuilding assumed a debt of one thousand dollars. In order to pay that, at

the commencement of the present year, the lodge, by almost unanimous consent,

amended its by- laws so that each member should pay fifteen dollars annually, as

lodge dues, until the obligation should be discharged. One year will accomplish

their desire. How worthy emulation! I forbear comment, other than that Masonry

will live and thrive in Greenfield Lodge. It is in worthy hands.

In matters of discipline, there is too great negligence. When glaring offenses

are committed, such as are known of the community, lodges usually act with com-

mendable vigor; but in minor ones, comparatively, indifference, the very foremost of

discord, is all unconscious of the danger within.

The enforced collection of dues on one hand, and their indiscriminate remission

on the other, is a fruitful source of ill-feeling. Instances of suspension of worthy

brethren, who are unable to pay, for non-payment are rare, and never I think, when

the want of ability to pay is made known to the lodge, and the brother has any

appreciation of the privileges of Masonry, but not so the remission of dues of those

whose lives, althougli they may have committed no, overt acts, are such that meas-

ured by our covenants are no longer entitled to consideration.

Many lodges are in such favorable condition that a few years of careful finan-

ciering would enable them to dispense with the system, and thus be rid of its

attendant evils.

I am able to report that the lodges of the Twenty-second District are progress-

ing in the direction of work and lectures as adopted by the Grand Lodge.

Instances have come to my knowledge where the lodge funds not being suffi-

cient to employ a lecturer, the officers, assisted by the few members, have done this

at their own expense. Were every lodge possessed of a plethoric treasury, the

question of work were determined, and the fate of so-called " ciphers" sealed.

The lodges of the District have done more work this year than the preceding, a

number being very active . Too many lodges are overlooking the importance of

the social features of Masonry.

Thus divested, Masonry for many loses its charms. The wives, daughters and

sons should be brought together. Let there be music, essays, recitations, etc. In

all these there can be amusement as well as instruction. Lodges in our smaller

towns and cities could be made the center of social attraction. Apart from the ad-

vantages indicated, these gatherings would serve as an educator. Where the ballot

is spread on an application, and the reflection comes that election means an introduc-

tion into the society of wife and daughter, the qualifications of the candidate will

be considered more carefully. A needed discipline.
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Lodges of the District are not all provided with By-Laws for those requiring

membership to sign. Its importance was shown where these instances have come

to my knowledge with direction to correct the oversight. Lodges will find position

of Grand Lodge on this subject by turning to report of the Committee on Jurispru-

dence, 1882, page 118; also Art. 10, Part Second of the By-Laws.

Again, lodges act upon petitions on majority reports of committees. Attention

was called to the wording of Sec. 2, Art. 10, Part 2, Grand Lodge By-Laws,

also to your interpretation of the same. This is a matter of serious import, one

deserving the attention of the Grand Body.

Under date of Feb. 19, 1887, I was ordered to visit Winchester Lodge, 105, to

investigate a complaint against said lodge of having installed its officers elect

without opening the lodge. Finding the facts to be as reported, and in obedience

to your instructions, the lodge was convened in special communication, and I

installed Worshipful Master, Wardens, and such other officers as were present,

and gave directions as to the installation of absent ones.

Feb. 21, 1887, I was directed to take charge of the effects of Hamilton Lodge,

No. 563, also those of Sheffield Lodge, No. 678, and forward the same to the

Grand Secretary. Full report was made at the time of my action in the premises.

I have installed the officers ot some of the lodges, assisted them in conferring

degrees and in the performance of other ceremonies, answered many queries, and in

my intercourse with lodges I have endeavored to encourage officers and brethren to

acquire a better knowledge of the duties they owe to each other, the lodge and the

Fraternity, and to cultivate that spirit which will best cement them in the ties of

union and friendship.

My acquaintance in the lodges of the District is such that I cannot report

" entire peace and prosperity."

I believe it true of the greatest number, but there are instances where its ab-

sence is notable. Inefficient official supervision, a disregard for the rights of all,

private piques among officers and brethren, intemperate and other vicious practices, a

want of right conception as to relation to each other, lodge and Fraternity, and the

duties arising therefrom, prevail to such an extent as to seriously endanger the har-

mony of a few, and make less efficient many. The real spirit of Freemasonry may

be found in every lodge, but it needs further cultivation that it may leaven the

whole.

Thanking you for your fraternal partiality, and congratulating you upon your

successful administration, I am.

Fraternally yours,

I. M. McCOLLESTER,
D. D. G. M. Twenty-second District.
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TWENTY-THIRD DISTRICT.

Taylorvillk, III., September lo, 1S87.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : Acting as your Deputy for the Twenty-Third

District, I visited Pana on the 7th day of May, 1887, and received and expressed to

the Grand Secretary the charter and effects of Centre Lodge, No. 694. This surren-

der was voluntary on the part of the lodge. That it was for the good of Masonry I

have no doubt. The transaction was fully reported to you at the time.

On the iSth day of May, 1887, I visited Butler, and, by your direction, arrested

the charter ot Butler Lodge, No. 459, and expressed the charter and such of the

property of the lodge as was transportable, to the Grand Secretary, and placed the

residue in the hands of a custodian. This action, though strictly in accordance with

law, and for the real interest of the Order, seemed to be something of a hardship

upon the few good men and worthy Masons who had, for so long a time, struggled

to build up and maintain this lodge. In order, therefore, that the situation might be

easily understood by you, and by the Grand Lodge, I made a fully detailed report of

the membership, property, surroundings, prospects and general condition of this

lodge.

It has been my good fortune, during the year, to attend several ceremonial and

social gatherings of Masons.

In this District the condition of the Craft has improved since the date of my last

report.

Fraternally yours,

WM. T. VANDEVEER,
D. D. G. M. Twenty third District.

TWENTY-FOURTH DISTRICT.

Olnev, III., September 5. 1SS7.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : Immediately upon receipt of my commis-

sion, I notified the various lodges of the Twenty-fourth District by the usual notices

of appointment. The usual duties as your Deputy of installing officers, and answer-

ing correspondents, has constituted to a great extent my labors for the past year.
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I have fully reported in their order the several cases referred to me specially,

and it would only be a repetition to refer to them here. I desire to thank you for

the fraternal courtesies extended and for the honor bestowed.

I am, fraternally,

JOHN VON GUNTEN, Jr.,

D. G. M. Twenty-fourth District.

TWENTY-FIFTH DISTRICT.

Effingham, Ii-l., Aug. 27, 18S7.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother : In compliance with the duty devolved on

me by the Grand Lodge By-Laws and your request, I forward a brief report from

this District.

I congratulate you upon the administration of the high office you have held for

the two years now closing; and believe the sincere and just judgment of Illinois

Masons, as well as of the noble Fraternity whose " line is gone out through all the

earth and their words to the end of the world," will ascribe upon it in letters of liv-

ing light the word " Success," and treasure it in undying memories as an administra-

tion of Freemasonry in Illinois which sacredly assumed the well wrought work of

worthy predecessors, and has borne it forward on its high career wisely and lovingly

to the present time.

I thank you for the courtesy which my appointment by you involves. I have

visited a considerable number of the lodges in the District, having been prevented

by ill health, and absence from the State on account of it, from visiting all of them.

I have had correspondence with nearly all of the lodges. Masonry in this District

is in a good condition. The work inspires the brethren with enthusiasm, and its

impressive truths make them better men. There is, probably, not a single lodge in

the District which has not enjoyed some delightful experiences during the year.

Experiences of a nature incident to our noble Institution, and whose rehearsal is a

source of constant joy to the true Masonic heart, but they are of such a common and

general character as not to be unusual in any special degree. Generally the lodges

in this District have been thriving, and the brethren have dwelt together in unity.

The exercise of penal powers has been comparatively rare. Like the sweet joys of

family life. Masonry is precious because of its privacy and purity, and our brethren
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are taught thus to prize it—and learning its beauty and goodness, they come day by

day to love it more and more.

Fraternally yours,

JOHN C. WHITE,
D. D. G. M. Twenty-fifth District.

TWENTY-SIXTH DISTRICT.

Troy, III., August 29, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : Another Masonic year is almost completed,

and I am reminded that the time of making report is at hand. Nothing of special

importance has occurred in this the Twenty-sixth District, beyond that of which I

have made special report to you at the time of its occurrence. My official duties as

your District Deputy have been principally that of the installation of officers of some

of the lodges. So far as I am aware, a reasonable degree of prosperity has been

enjoyed by the several lodges comprising this District, in the matter of work. Ex-

pressions of discontent have not reached me, so that from this I am of the opinion

that the Craft here have been happily " meeting on the level, acting by the plumb,

and parting on the square," and that we may so ever meet, act and part is a con-

summation much to be desired, and which, doubtless, your administration of the

affairs of this jurisdiction is tending measurably to promote.

Highly appreciating the honor of your preference for this position, I am,

Fraternally yours,

SAMUEL RAWSON,
D. D. G M. Twenty-sixth District.

TWENTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT.

Chester, III., September 5, 18S7.

Alex. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

M. W. and Dear Brother : Another Masonic year has passed, and it becomes

my duty to render an account of my stewardship during that time.
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On receiving my commission I notified all of the lodges of my appointment, also

of my readiness to visit them, when notified of the same. Several lodges I have

visited during the year, and intended visiting them all, but business and other causes

prevented me from doing so.

This closes my twelfth consecutive year as District Deputy Grand Master, and

in all that time I have not been called upon to settle any difiiculty between lodges or

members of lodges, which speaks well for the harmony and fraternity of Masonry

down here in Egypt.

I have, during the year, instructed and installed the officers of several lodges, of

which I have made no note. I am happy to state that the past year has been a suc-

cessful one generally in the 27th Masonic District. A good deal of work has been

done, and with a careful scrutiny of the material used for the prosperity of our

beloved Institution. Several questions on Masonic law and usage have been .sub-

mitted for my decision, and as far as I am aware all have been satisfactory.

Thanking you for the honor conferred, and also congratulating you on your past

successful administration, I am,

Fraternally yours,

JAMES DOUGLAS,
D. D. G. M. Twenty seventh District.

TWENTY-EIGHTH DISTRICT.

Nashville, III.. September 12th, 1887.

Ale.\. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : But little of importance has transpired in the

Twenty-eighth Masonic District during the past year. The services of the District

Deputy have been required in three cases only, viz : to act on a commission to investi-

gate the affairs of Cobden Lodge, No. 466, and to visit, as your Deputy, Chapel Hill

Lodge, No. 719, of Wolfe Creek, and Grant Lodge, No. 452, of Richview. A re-

port has been made in each case, and submitted for your consideration.

Thanking you for the honor conferred, and with gratitude for the friendly and

fraternal relations that have always existed, I am,

Respectfully and fraternally yours,

C. M. FORMAN,
D. D. G. M. Twenty-eighth District.
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TWENTY-NINTH DISTRICT.

SlIAWNEETOWN, ILL., AugUSt 12, 1887.

A. T. Darrah, Grand Master.

M. W. and Dear Brother : In submitting my report as your Deputy ior the

Twenty-ninth Masonic District, I regret to say, that owing to sickness in my family,

I have been unable to give the office that attention I deem it should have.

I had expected to be able to have visited every lodge in my district, as I think

it is important to do so. I have, however, visited several and corresponded with all,

and can report peace and harmony prevailing.

Many of the lodges are doing good and square work and increasing in numbers

and usefulness. Some few, I regret to say, are almost at a standstill, and seem to have

outgrown their day of usefulness. One reason of this is, I think, that there are too

many lodges ; I hope, however, for better things of them in the near future and have

endeavored to encourage and revive the interest in them.

I think that the report of 1887 will show a larger number of accessions to the

Craft in this District than ever before, which is encouraging and shows that Masonry

is becoming more and more appreciated in " Egypt" than ever.

Thanking you for the honors conferred, I am,

Fraternally yours,

W. J. ELWELL,
D. D. G. M. Twenty-ninth District.

THIRTIETH DISTRICT.

GoLCONDA, III., September i, 18S7.

Alex. T. Dak rah, Grand Master.

Dear Sir and M. IV. Brother : I beg to report that during the year past I

have done but little, except to answer correspondence. I installed the officers of

Golconda Lodge, No. 131, and visited Metropolis Lodge. Also presided at a Ma-

sonic trial in Vienna Lodge, No. 150, the full details of which trial I have hereto-

fore reported to you.

The great need of the lodges in this District is to be visited, as I find by inquiry

that many of them are very negligent about the work done.

I am yours fraternally,

JAMES A. ROSE,

D. D. G. M. Thirtieth District.
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Obituaries—

Committee on 22

Report of 87

Petitions—

Committe on 22

Report of. 119

Presented by Grand Secretary 87, 92

Permanent Members—

List of. 167

Prayer—

By Grand Chaplain 20

Representatives—

Of Constituent Lodges 127

Of other Grand Lodges near this Grand Lodge 171

Of this Grand Lodge near other Grand Lodges 170

Reports—

Of Grand Master 22

Of Grand Secretary 74

Of Grand Treasurer 71

Of Committee on Appeals and Grievances 90

Of Committee on Chartered Lodges 122

Ot Committee on Credentials 92

Of Committee on Corespondence 84

Of Committee on Finance 142, 152, 154

Of Committee on Jurisprudence 155

Of Committee on Lodges Under Dispensation 137, 145

Of Committee on Grand Master's Address 84

Of Committee on Mileage and Per Diem 124

Of Committee on Obituaries 87

Of Committee on Petitions ii,)
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Resolutions—

By M. W. Bro. D. C. Cregier 20

By R. W. Bro. D. J. Avery 149, 161

By R. W. John M. Pearson 161

Restoration—

Of James I. Toler 119

Of William J. Fowler 120

Of Hiram H. Chesley 120

Of Plinney F. Dewey 120

Of Dr. Chas. A. Cooper 120

Of Franklin Marsh 120

Of Calvin Nichols 120

OfW. H Snyder 120

Of Samuel Halloway 120

Of Geo B. Elden 120

Of J. J. Kellam 120

Schools of Instruction—

Reference to, in Grand Master's Address 59

Report of Secretary of (in Appendix) i45

Tabulated Statement, showing amount of dues, number of members, etc., (in Appendix) 202



224 List of Exchanges.

The Grand Secretary desires to thank the editors of the following magazines

and papers for kindly supplying his office with their publications during the past

year, in exchange for our proceedings. We shall be happy to exchange with all

Masonic publications, and papers having a Masonic department

:

Voice of Masonry— 182 South Clark Street, Chicago.

Masonic Advocate—Indianapolis, Ind.

The Illinois Freemason—Bloomington, 111.

Masonic Chronicle—Columbus, Ohio.

Masonic Review—Detroit, Mich.

Masonic Token—Portland, Maine.

Texas Masonic Journal— Fort Worth, Texas.

Light—Topeka, Kansas.

Odd Fellowship's Register and Masonic Journal—Portland, Maine.

Masonic World—Boston, Mass.

The Anchor and Shield—Paris, 111.

Masonic Chronicle—New York.

Masonic Truth—Boston, Mass.

Masonic Home Journal—Louisville, Ky.

The Freemason—Sidney, New South Wales.

Victoria Freemason—Melbourne, Australia.

Masonic Tidings— Milwaukee, Wis.

Freemason's Journal—New York City.

The Master Mason—62 Tribune Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn.

The Trestle Board—414 Clay street, San Francisco, Cal.

The Royal Craftsman, Plainfield, N. J.
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