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2 Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

At the regular meeting of the Association held on January 17,

1914, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, that in view of recent additional information having

been received in regard to certain local historical events the presi-

dent be and is hereby authorized and requested to appoint a com-

mittee, of which he shall be a member, to investigate and report

upon the accuracy of all dates and events entered upon the his-

torical tablet in the Borough Hall in accordance with the report of

the committee of the Association as printed in the Proceedings,

vol. I, p. 83, November, 1906.

The president appointed as members of the committee Edward

C. Delavan, Jr., chairman, Ira K. Morris, and William T. Davis.

Mr. Delavan and Mr. Morris declined to serve and George W.
Tuttle and Charles G. Hine were subsequently appointed in their

places.

Messrs. Delavan and Morris, on account of their large contri-

butions to Staten Island history, were invited to give the com-

mittee the benefit of their researches on the historical dates and

events under consideration. Mr. Delavan met the committee and

greatly aided it in its work. We beg to acknowledge our in-

debtedness to him. Mr. Morris was unable to meet with the

committee at any of its sessions.

The committee has given careful attention to the historical

matters referred to it, and reports as follows

:

Under date of May 14, 1906, Hon. George Cromwell, president

of the borough, wrote to the president of the Association, invit-

ing the Association to make suggestions for the inscriptions on

the then proposed historical tablet to be installed in the Borough

Hall, and stating that "any suggestions on the subject from your

society will be highly appreciated." To this letter the president

of the Association replied, under date of May 15, that he would

take pleasure in appointing a committee who would thereafter

communicate with the borough president directly on the subject.

At the regular meeting of the Association on May 19, 1906, the
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president announced that he had appointed a special committee,

consisting of Ira K. Morris, WilHam T. Davis, and Dr. Arthur

Hollick, to confer with Borough President George Cromwell, on

his request, in regard to historical dates and events to be placed

on a tablet in the Borough Hall. Mr. Morris at that meeting

read a tentative list of such events. The action of the president

was approved, and the committee was authorized to confer with

Mr. Cromwell with power to determine what events it would be

desirable to have inscribed on the tablet.^

A meeting was held by the committee at the borough president's

office on July 2, 1906, and on September 19, 1906, a meeting of

the committee was called to take action on the report in relation

to the tablet, at the borough president's office.

At the regular meeting of the Association on November 17,

1906, Mr. Morris, on behalf of the committee, submitted a report

including a list of historical dates and events selected and ap-

proved for inscription on the tablet. This list was printed in the

Proceedings of the Association (i: 83. Oct.-Dec. 1906). In

the files of the Association, with other papers relating to the sub-

ject, are two typewritten lists prepared by the committee : one, a

preliminary list, has a great many more dates than those printed

in the Proceedings, and the other, selected and approved after

conference with the borough authorities, is in substantial agree-

ment with the list as printed in the Proceedings. (Several re-

cent dates, apparently not determined at the time when the type-

written copy was prepared, were fixed when printed, and two

slight changes were made in the text relating to two events.)

It was ascertained by our committee that no supporting data or

explanatory remarks were filed with the report of the 1906 com-

mittee, and that the inscriptions on the tablet differed very ma-

terially from those approved in the report as printed.

Twenty-six leading dates were given in the report and seven-

teen were placed on the tablet ; but only three precisely as recom-

mended. We are informed, however, that the list was forwarded

to the borough president as printed in the Proceedings.

2 Prog. Staten Is. Assoc, i : 56. Jan.-May, 1906.
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Mr. Edward C. Delavan, Jr., who questioned the accuracy of

some of the dates on the tablet, was given a hearing in the matter

by our committee. He placed at our disposal a very complete

list of references to documentary records concerning Staten

Island, and other historical data involving a large amount of re-

search among sources not hitherto readily available, which we

have freely used.

In view of the circumstances above mentioned it was thought

best to make an independent examination of such authoritative

documents as we could find bearing on the inscriptions, particu-

larly official documents and contemporary accounts, for data on

which to base our report. This has been done, and appended to

this report are many extracts from original sources and numerous

references, in order that members of the Association, and others,

may readily refer to the original documents and verify the ac-

curacy of the present report. It is believed that a number of im-

portant records are referred to therein which have hitherto been

unnoticed, or at least that little use has been made of them. It

should also be said that, in the opinion of this committee, no in-

scription open to reasonable doubt or liable to misconstruction

^should be inscribed upon the tablet.

The work of drafting the report was, by request of the com-

mittee, undertaken and performed by Mr. Tuttle.

The first date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1609. Discovery of Staten Island by Henry Hudson.

It is inscribed on the tablet exactly as selected and approved by

the committee of 1906. We have not heard its accuracy ques-

tioned and have found satisfactory proof thereof. We think it

the right statement in the right place.

The second date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

161 3. Settlement of Oude Dorp by the Dutch.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved " 1613. Settle-

ment of Oude Dorp by Dutch."
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We know of no evidence whatever to warrant this statement.

We find in reference to 1613, that "none manifested a disposi-

tion to settle here until the spring of 1613 " (Morris i : 25). In

Wilson's Memorial History of the City of New York, in the

table of dates, occurs: " 1613. Trading camp established on

Manhattan Island," and in O'Callaghan's Register of New Neth-

erland: " 1613. Huts constructed on Manhattan Island, and the

yacht Restless built there." It has recently been decided (by

authorities in the matter) that Manhattan was not settled until

May 1626. (Rep. N. Y. Commercial Tercent. Com. 80. 1914.)

As to Oude Dorp, the statement is made that " The summer of

1641 witnessed the commencement of the building of Oude Dorp."

(Morris i : 32.)

It may be seen, on consulting the appendix to this report, that

at this time (1641) Cornells Melyn had been made Patroon and

had settled on Staten Island (i).^ We know of no evidence to

connect his colony with Oude Dorp, although he may have lo-

cated not far away, as he was " to go upon the point of Staten

Island where the maize land lay," and soldiers were to be placed

there to signal to the fort at New Amsterdam when vessels ar-

rived (2). The few settlers previous to 1662 lived on farms or

bouweries and we find little evidence of village life. In 1662

Director Stuyvesant wrote that Melyn's lands had been aban-

doned for seven years (3).

Stuyvesant writes in 1664: "A hamlet not yet named was be-

gun on Staten Island about two years ago, and has now about 12

to 14 famihes of Dutch and French from the Palatinate; it lies

about half an hours walk from the Narrows " (4).

On January 28, 1664, a Court of Justice was established at the

recently begun village on Staten Island (5).

Grants of land made in 1668 refer to lots on the hill to the east

of the Town (6), while in 1685 a survey of these same lots de-

3 References to authorities, numbered as above, may be found at the

end of the report (see p. 20).
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scribes them as being to the east of the Old Town (7), and other

lots to the west are described in patents dated 1685 and there-

abouts as laid out formerly for lots at the Old Town (8). These

grants definitely locate Old Town, in agreement with the location

of the " hamlet not yet named " as described by Director Stuy-

vesant.

In 1667 Governor Nicolls issued a warrant to the inhabitants

of the plantation on Staten Island, and a number of other records

are to be found indicating that there was only one village on

Staten Island at this time (9). The above mentioned hamlet can

therefore be identified as The Town, or the Old Town as it be-

came upon the founding of other towns.

We conclude from the records relating to this matter, extracts

from which are appended:

That Staten Island was first colonized in 1639 by de Vries

(10). This colony was destroyed by the Indians in September

1641 (11), however; but soon after, in November 1641, Cor-

nells Melyn, who had obtained a grant of all of Staten Island

except the bouwerie of de Vries, settled thereon (12),

That the village afterward known as Old Town was begun

about 1662 and that it was first known as The Town or The Vil-

lage. That the name Old Town was probably not used until the

laying out of New Dorp about 1670, and that Oude Dorp was

only the Dutch expression for Old Town or Old Village.

Mr. J. H. Innes, author of New Amsterdam and Its People,

and who is an authority on the settlement of New York and

vicinity, expressed the opinion some years ago that Old Town

was not built until 1662 or 1663 (City History Club Leaflet

No. X: 24. 1908) ; and Mr. Edward C. Delavan, Jr., in 1910,

wrote a Documentary History of the Permanent Settlement of

Staten Island (not printed) substantiating this view.

The third date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1624. Local Government established.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved " 1624. Civi-

lized Local Government recognized."
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J. J. Clute in his Annals of Staten Island (p. 14. 1877) states:

" The country was organized into a province, a few settlers were

sent out, and a form of government was established, with Peter

Minuit at its head as Director; this was in the year 1624. In the

same year, and probably in the same ship with Minuit, a number

of Walloons arrived and settled upon Staten Island ; this is the

first settlement on the Island of which we have any knowledge."

(See also Morris i: 26.) The authority for these statements is

not given, but probably they were taken from O'Callaghan's His-

tory of New Netherland (i: loi. 1846). They are not sup-

ported by any substantial evidence. H. R. Stiles in his History

of the City of Brooklyn (i : 25. 1869) says: "The statement so

often reiterated by our local writers, and even by the historians

of our State, that some of the Walloon emigrants of 1623 settled

first at Staten Island (O'Callaghan Hist, i : loi) and afterwards

as early as 1624-5 at the ' Waal-bogt' (Brodhead i : 153, 154) is

entirely unsupported by documentary or other reliable evidence.

It seems to have originated in faulty traditions and is a misappre-

hension of an ancient record relating to the daughter of Rapalje,

the first settler in the ' Bogt.'
"

In O'Callaghan's Register of New Netherland we find: " 1624.

Cornelis Jacobsen May, Director" [of New Netherland, of which

Staten Island was a part]. Later critical investigation has fur-

nished the date 1626 for the settlement of " Manhates " and the

establishment of government there. (See Rep. N. Y. Commer-

cial Tercent. Com. 80. 1914.) As contemporary accounts show

that Staten Island was first colonized in 1639 (10) it could hardly

have had, in 1624, local government in the sense we understand it,

that is, some form of government of and by people on Staten

Island. It is possible that Patroon Melyn, who had large power

over his colonists as patroon, had some form of government over

his few farmer colonists. We read that he established a Manorial

Court in 1650 on Staten Island (13) ; also that in 1655, in City

Hall, New Amsterdam, " Def*. appeals to his competent Judge on

Staten Island" (14).
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We think, however, that the proper date when local govern-

ment was established was Jan. 28, 1664, when an act was passed

establishing a court at the recently begun village on Staten Island

(Old Town), and appointing David d'Amarex, Piere Billion, and

Walraven Lutten, as Commissaries (5).

The fourth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1650. First church erected ... by Waldensians.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved " 1650. Stony

Brook settled by Waldensians. First church on Island, erected

at Stony Brook."

The Colonial Records make it evident that there were few

people on Staten Island in 1650 (15). Melyn had induced Van
der Capellen to send over 70 colonists who arrived in December

1650 (16). This colony increased to 90 souls on eleven bou-

weries in 1655, when its people were massacred or captured by

the Indians (17). We find nothing to show that these colonists

were Waldensians, or that they built a church or founded Stony

Brook.

From the Dutch Council Minutes, 1656, we learn that there was

a population of six or seven persons on Staten Island at that time

(18). Nothing has been found to support the date and events

cited but much to contradict them. We find Stony Brook men-

tioned in road records dated 1705 and 1708, but not as a village

(19). In a patent dated 1702 the locality is referred to as New
Dorp (20). The name Stony Brook appears on no early map

of which we are cognizant. Robert Ryder, the surveyor, who

knew the island thoroughly, in. a manuscript map dated 1670 be-

longing to the New York Historical Society, of which this Asso-

ciation has a photographic copy, showed Old Town and New
Town but did not show Stony Brook. Mr. J. H. Innes, an

authority on the settlement of New York and vicinity, doubts

"that the Rapaelje family ever settled in Staten Island, or that

Waldenses founded Stony Brook, there being no documentary
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proof of these statements extant." (City History Club Leaflet

No. X: 24, 1908.)

It is impossible to tell from the records available when the first

church was erected. The first record of preaching is by Rev.

Samuel Drisius, every two months, in 1663-4 (21), probably at

Old Town ; and the first conveyance of a lot for church purposes

that we have been able to find was for a lot at what is now Green

Ridge, to the French congregation or church, in 1698 (22). We
believe, however, that a church or churches had been built before

this time, for the French Church on Staten Island contributed £3,

in 1693, for freeing slaves in Salee (23). Miller, in his descrip-

tion of New York in 1695, stated that there was a meeting house

in the county of Richmond and that the minister was Doctor Bon-

repos (24). Clute (Annals 255) states that a church at Stony

Brook was erected about 1665, and Morris has given 1658 (25)

as the date of the building of the first church at Stony Brook and

the founding of the village. We can find, however, no docu-

mentary proof of the building of a church at Stony Brook in

1665 or at any time previous thereto.

In a deed dated February 29, 1699, reference is made to "the

house that belongs to the Dutch congregation " (26). This house

is referred to in several deeds, sometimes as " the Voorleezer's

house" (27). It is not certain, however, that the house was

used as a church. The earliest record relating to a church build-

ing that we have found, except the reference to the meeting house

above mentioned, is in a grant dated June 29, 1713, which recites

"All that Stone Church called St. Andrews and the Tenement

and Lott of whereon it is built" (28).

We conclude that the accuracy of the date and event inscribed

cannot be maintained and that they should not be on the tablet.

The fifth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1660. Fresh Kills settled by French Huguenots.

The committee of 1906 approved " 1660. Fresh Kill settled

by Huguenots."
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As the Huguenots were French Protestants, the addition of the

word "French" does not seem to Hmit the statement of the com-

mittee.

We have found no evidence to support the date 1660, and from

the letters of Stuyvesant from 1650 to 1666 (29), showing the

condition of Staten Island, we believe it to be too early. In 1676

quite a number of surveys were filed for grants of land south o£

the Fresh Kill (30), and in 1698 a lot was conveyed to the French

congregation for building a church at what is now Green Ridge

(31). We do not find evidence that Fresh Kills was settled be-

fore New Dorp, which was laid out about 1670. The date of

the filing of the surveys for patents is the only date that we can

definitely fix in this matter, and while we believe many of the

settlers in this vicinity were Huguenots most of the surveys were

made for parties with English names.

We, therefore, consider the date and event too uncertain to be

inscribed.

The sixth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1664. Dutch Government supplanted by English.

This is inscribed as selected and approved by the committee of

1906. Its accuracy has not been questioned and we have found

abundant evidence in the records to sustain it. The historical im-

portance of the event properly gives it a place on the tablet.

The seventh date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1668. Staten Island separated from New Jersey.

This inscription is precisely as approved by the committee of

1906.

It may be seen by reference to the appended extracts and from

references concerning the settlement of Old Town and the event

with which we are now dealing, that the Director General and

Council of New Netherland exercised authority over Staten Island

up to the surrender to the English in 1664 (32), and that there
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was no province of New Jersey until that year (33). It may
also be seen that Governor Nicolls of New York, previous

to the year 1668, had placed Staten Island for the administration

of justice in the West Riding of Yorkshire (34), and had con-

firmed Nicholas Stillwell as constable (35). Governor Carteret

of New Jersey claimed Staten Island as a part of New Jersey by

virtue of the grant by the Duke of York to Berkeley and Carteret

;

but this claim was stoutly denied by Nicolls and his successors,

who retained their authority over it.*

A New Jersey historian sums up the matter as follows :
" Al-

though always in the possession of New York, the question of

jurisdiction remained a mooted point until 1833, when the water

boundary between the two states was established by a commis-

sion" (Whitehead, East Jersey under the Proprietary Govern-

ments 332. 1875).

We, therefore, find that Staten Island was not separated from

New Jersey in 1668, nor was Staten Island ever a part of New
Jersey. New Jersey, however, when conveyed to Berkeley and

Carteret in 1664, and taken possession of by them in 1665, was

separated from the territory retained by the Duke of York, which

included Staten Island. The inscription is clearly erroneous.

The eighth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1683. Court House erected at Stony Brook (County Seat).

The committee of 1906, however, selected and approved " 1683.

Stony Brook made County Seat—until 1729. First County Court

House, erected at Stony Brook. Organization of Richmond

County."

A law was passed November i, 1683, establishing the County

of Richmond, and at the same time an act was passed establishing

courts of justice (36). We have not been able to find any record

bearing out the statement that in 1683 a courthouse was erected

* See Delavan, E. C. Jr., The Disputed Claim of the Proprietors of East

Jersey to Staten Island. Proc. Staten Is. Assoc. 3 : 37. Oct.-Dec. 1909.
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at Stony Brook (county seat), and know of no reason for that

date, except that the county was estabhshed in that year and the

administration of justice provided for.

The only references we have found to original records which

mention a courthouse at Stony Brook are in Clute's Annals of

Staten Island, pages 167 and 459. On pages 130 and 168 Clute

mentions the discovery of two books containing these records,

but their whereabout is unknown at the present time. Unfor-

tunately Clute's reference, on page 167, to a " Court of Sessions

held in the Court House at Stony Brook " (see Appendix, No. 140)

leaves us in doubt as to whether these were the formal words

used in the original record, or only an inference. It is hoped that

these old record books, believed to have been in the county clerk's

office, may yet be found and this uncertainty removed.

Of the many original early court records examined we have

found none that state in what part of Staten Island courts were

held. From an act passed June 27, 1704, and confirmed by the

Queen on May 20, 1708, " for the Erecting and Building a County

Jaile, and County House, in the County of Richmond," it would

appear that there was no courthouse in Richmond County in 1704,

for the act recites, "and whereas there is wanting in the said

County of Richmond, a County Jaile and County House" (37)-

It is not improbable that courts were held at Stony Brook, for

Alexander Stuart, innholder, purchased property near Stony

Brook in 1707, and was appointed county clerk in 1708 (38) . He
probably had a house or tavern on the property, where it may have

been found convenient to hold court.

Morris (i : 80) states: "There are several records in existence

of Court held at Stony Brook. The earliest mention of the Court

of Sessions being held in Richmond is dated September 2, 1729.

Previous to the erection of a Court House at that place the Courts

were held in private houses and taverns, as the following entry

will prove," etc.

We conclude from the examination of such facts as we have

been able to collect in this matter, that the evidence is too uncer-
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tain and contradictory to warrant the placing of the inscription

upon the tablet.

We think an inscription " 1683. Richmond County established,

and Courts of Justice provided," would be a suitable substitute

for that on the tablet.

The ninth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1729. County Seat changed to Richmond and second Court

House built.

The committee of 1906 approved the following inscriptions:

" 1728. Erection of Second Court House, at Richmond." " 1729.

County Seat removed to Richmond."

We have appended to this report what evidence we have found

in reference to the establishment of the courthouse at Richmond

(39), and from this it can properly be inferred that the court-

house therein mentioned was the first erected at public expense

on Staten Island, and that what is now known as Richmond was

selected as the county seat by a committee of His Majesty's jus-

tices of the peace for the County of Richmond in 1707, acting

under the law passed in 1704 requiring the selection of "Such

convenient place or places neer the middle of the said County "

(40).

It would appear that the site selected by the justices in I707>

which was on land belonging to " Mr. Rezoe and Lues Deboys,"

provided they gave the land (40), was not that on which the jail

and courthouse was ultimately built, for there is no record to show

that the above owners gave or sold their property for the purpose,

and we learn from a deed given in 1768, that a plot near by had

been "heretofore granted by Richard Cole, or William Tillyer,

to the County of Richmond, for the use of settling a Court

House." This deed of 1768 describes the property conveyed, as

" beginning at the S. W. corner of Court House as it now stands
"

(41).

In 1 741 the courthouse had not been entirely finished, for an
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act was passed in that year to enable the justices to finish and

complete their courthouse (42).

On March 6, 1729, a court was held in the courthouse at Rich-

mond Town, according to Clute (p. 459), while the earliest men-

tion of the court of sessions being held at Richmond is dated Sep-

tember 2, 1729, according to Morris (i : 80). If we accept these

dates, which we have not verified by the original records, it can

properly be said

:

1729. Courthouse built at Richmond which had been selected

for the county seat in 1707.

The tenth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1776. Declaration of Independence announced at New Dorp,

The committee of 1906 selected and approved the following:

" 1776. Arrival of British army on Staten Island. Declaration

of Independence announced at New Dorp. Battle of Long Island

planned at New Dorp. British-American conference at Billopp

House."

By referring to Morris (i : 207) it may be seen that the event

commemorated is the reading of the Declaration of Independence

by Sir Wm. Howe and his generals, in the Old Rose and Crown

farmhouse at New Dorp. There can be no reasonable doubt that

they read this great document, as thousands of others did ; but

why this incident should be perpetuated as one of our most im-

portant historical events, and the date of the evacuation of Staten

Island by the British pass unnoticed, is not clear. We believe

that the inscription mentioned does not clearly indicate the nature

of the event commemorated, and that the event is not of sufficient

importance to have a place on the tablet.

" 1783. Staten Island evacuated by the British," would be a

more satisfactory inscription. This proposed inscription in a

slightly modified form, it should be said, was suggested by the

committee of 1906, but was not given a place on the tablet.
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The eleventh date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1812. Rebuilding of British forts by the Americans.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved " 181 2. Rebuild-

ing of British Forts by Americans."

From Wilson's Memorial History of New York City and the

Public Papers of Daniel D. Tompkins, Governor of New York,

1807 to 1817, published by the State in 1902, we learn that in

1807 the city was defenseless, the Narrows and Hell Gate passage

being without a fortification ; that the State of New York com-

menced the building of fortifications on Staten Island at the Nar-

rows in the winter of 1808-9, and that the work was continued

until the close of the war, December 25, 1814 (43).

We think from these circumstances, stated more in detail in

the appendix, that the following inscription would be more ac-

curate : 1808-14. Forts at the Narrows built by the State of New
York.

The location of the several forts is well shown on a Map of

New York Bay and Harbor and the Environs (U. S. Coast Sur-

vey, 1844-5), ii^ the library of the Association.

The twelfth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

i860. Running of first steam railroad on Staten Island.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved the following:

" i860. First steam railroad on Staten Island."

This was the railroad from Chfton to Tottenville, formerly

owned by the Staten Island Railroad Company, now by the Staten

Island Railway Company. Clute (Annals 331) says that the

" first receipts from passengers was on the 23d day of April, i860,

the trains running only a part of the way ; but on the second day

of June, of that year, the formal opening of the road took place."

Morris (2: 461) gives the same dates.

On August 22, 1910, S. P. Kretzer, Secretary of the Staten

Island Rapid Transit Railway Company, wrote: "As far as I
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can learn from old papers that were turned over to this Company

by Jacob H. Vanderbilt, Receiver, it would appear that the first

passenger train was run on a portion of the road on the 23d day

of April, i860, and the road formally opened on or about June 2d,

i860." A copy of this letter has been filed with the Association.

From the Supplement to Staten Island Names, Ye Olde Names
and Nicknames, by Wm. T. Davis (Proc. Nat. Sci. Assoc.

Staten Is. 8: 78. Oct. 1903), we quote: "He said he lived be-

tween the Iron Spring, and ' Skunks Misery,' and had walked five

miles to take a look" (at the locomotive). Richmond County

Gazette, March 28th, i860."

We believe the date and event inscribed on the tablet to be cor-

rect and proper.

The thirteenth date and event inscribed on the tablet is:

1886. Inauguration of Rapid Transit Railroad System.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved the following:

" 1886. Rapid Transit Railroad opened for passenger traffic."

Morris (2 : 463) states :
" On Feb. 23rd, 1886, the Rapid Transit

Railroad was opened for passenger traffic," and Mr. S. P. Kretzer

states, under date of August 22, 1910, in letter above referred to:

"The first train of the Staten Island Rapid Transit Railroad

Company, the predecessor of the Staten Island Rapid Transit

Railway Company, was run between Clifton and Tompkinsville,

July 31st, 1884, and the road was opened up for passenger traffic,

as far as Elm Park, on February 22d or 23d, 1886." (See also

Bayles, History of Richmond County, 691. 1887, for an account

of the inauguration of the Rapid Transit Railroad System.)

The inscription is, therefore, correct.

The fourteenth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1889. Opening of Achter Kill Bridge.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved the following:

" 1889. Erection of Achter Kill bridge."



Report of Committee on Historical Tablet 17

The letter of the secretary of the Staten Island Rapid Transit

Railway Co., dated August 22, 1910, previously referred to, stated

that construction of the Arthur Kill bridge was commenced in

April 1887, and that the bridge was completed and first swung,

by Erastus Wiman, at 4:15 o'clock in the afternoon of June 13,

1889. The first passenger train (Staten Island Rapid Transit

Railroad) was run from St. George and passed over the bridge

January i, 1890.

The inscription would be more accurate and satisfactory if it

read as follows: 1889. Railroad Bridge over Arthur Kill com-

pleted.

" Achter Kill " is neither ancient nor modern. In early days

the name was usually written " Achter Col," or sometimes " Achter

Kol." (See Index, Documents Relating to the Colonial History of

the State of New York—Achter Col ; also Van der Donck's descrip-

tion of New Netherland, 1655, as well as maps of the Dutch

period.) As the name Arthur Kill was used in the act of

Congress authorizing the construction of the bridge, and as it has

been called by that name ever since, there seems to be no sufficient

reason for the name " Achter " on the tablet.

The fifteenth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1892. Installation of Electric Street Railroads.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved the following:

"1891 (?). First electric railroad on Staten Island."

The Port Richmond and Prohibition Park Electric Railway

Company built the first electric railroad on Staten Island, between

Port Richmond and Prohibition Park.

The Electrical World states, in its issue of March 5, 1892:

" The Port Richmond and Prohibition Park Electric Railway has

secured a franchise from the Village, and will build an electric

road from its grounds near the Village, to the shore of the Kill

van Kull." And in its issue of July 2, 1892 :
" Port Richmond,

N. Y. The R. R. commissioners have approved the application
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of the Port Richmond and Prohibition Park Electric Railway Co.

for permission to use the overhead single trolley electric system

as motive power."

The late E. D. Clark, President of the Board of Directors of

the Port Richmond and Prohibition Park Electric Railway Com-

pany furnished the following information on April 22, 1914, from

memoranda kept by Mrs. Clark :
" May 20, 1892, Mr. E. D. Clark

drove first spike, in first electric railroad on Staten Island, at

Jewett Ave. and Richmond Terrace. Saturday preceding July 4,

1892, electric cars were run between Port Richmond and Pro-

hibition Park, and the public carried without charge. July 4,

1892, the road was regularly opened to the public, and fare col-

lected."

The Staten Islander of July 6, 1892, says, "There is much re-

joicing in Prohibition Park over the opening of the electric rail-

way . . . On every hand are heard expressions of hope, that the

road will be the predecessor of many others, the pioneer amongst

dozens of others, penetrating all parts of the Island. . . . The

Day at Prohibition Park [July 4, 1892] . . . the electric cars ran

successfully."

Mr. H. J. Blackham, Superintendent of Railways of the Rich-

mond Light & Railroad Co., has furnished the following data

from memoranda and newspaper clippings

:

" The Richmond County Railroad Company ran its first electric

car about February 15, 1894."

"Staten Island Electric Road (Syndicate Road). Trolley car

made first trip over completed portion of road from St. George to

Jersey Street, December 17, 1895" (Staten Island Leader, De-

cember 21, 1895).

" South Shore line started January i, 1896, from Hamilton

Avenue, St. George, to Clifton R. R. crossing."

" First electric car to Elizabethport Ferry was run July 4,

1896, the day the above named Ferry was opened."

"The Midland Elec. Railroad Co. ran its first electric car (No.

12), from Port Richmond to Richmond, on Saturday evening,
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July 25, 1896" (Richmond County Advance).
" First electric car was run to ferry at St. George, Thanksgiv-

ing day, 1896."

From the above it would appear that the inscription on the

tablet should be corrected to read: 1892. First electric street

railroad on Staten Island.

The sixteenth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1898. Staten Island incorporated in New York City as Borough

of Richmond.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved the following:

" 1898. Staten Island incorporated in Greater New York,"

Staten Island was incorporated in New York City, as the

Borough of Richmond, by Chapter 378 of the Laws of 1897,

which became a law May 4, 1897, with the approval of the Gov-

ernor. The law provided that the new form of government

should take the place of the old on January i, 1898.

The inscription is correct.

The seventeenth date and event inscribed on the tablet is

:

1906. Municipal Ferry established, Manhattan-Richmond.

The committee of 1906 selected and approved the following:

" 1906. Municipal Ferry established."

Mr. W. A. Ross, Secretary of the Commissioner of Docks &

Ferries of New York City, writes under date of March 17, 1914-

" that the date of the establishment of the municipal ferry service

to Staten Island was October 25, 1905." This letter is in the

files of the Association.

The Staten Islander of October 25, 1905, also states that "the

New Ferry begins to-day. The new ferry boats begin running

this morning at ii A. M."

We, therefore, find that the date should be changed from 1906

to 1905.
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While it is quite certain that most of the dates and events

which we have found correct, and those for which modifications

have been suggested to meet the requirements of accuracy, de-

serve a place on the tablet, it should, nevertheless, be understood

that among the many inscriptions that might be suggested our

attention has been limited to the seventeen dates and events that

have been placed thereon.

Respectfully submitted,

Howard R. Bayne_,

George W. Tuttle,

Wm. T. Davis,

C. G. HiNE,

Committee.
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APPENDIX

List of Important Events Discussed in the Report, with
Extracts from Documents Relating Thereto

i. 1609. discovery of staten island by henry hudson

In the table of dates, in Wilson's History of the City of

New York, we find the following: "1609 Henry Hudson sails

into New York Bay and explores the Hudson River to the head

of navigation." (Loc. cit. i : 604. 1893.)

This briefly states the great thing Hudson did ; but he also dis-

covered Staten Island, for Juett, one of Hudson's companions on

the Half Moon, so clearly describes their position that it can be

readily seen that the Half Moon was in the Lower Bay and Nar-

rows, from September 3 to 11, 1609, while a boat was making

explorations and taking soundings in the vicinity.

Historians agree that Staten Island, Kill van Kull, and Bergen

Neck, are referred to in the last clause of the statement of Juett,

(1610) that "They found by the way shoald water, two fathoms;

but at the North of the River eighteen and twentie fathoms, and

very good riding for Ships ; and a narrow River to the Westward,

betweene two Hands" (Narr. New Neth. 18; Henry Hudson the

Navigator 80.)

Van Meteren (1614) says: "Thence they sailed along the

shore, until they reached 40° 45', where they found a good en-

trance, between two headlands, and thus entered on the 12th of

September [1609], into as fine a river as can be found, with good

anchoring ground on both sides." (Henry Hudson the Navi-

gator 150. Narr. New Neth. 7.) One of these headlands is

plainly Staten Island.

The two preceding citations are from the following publications

:

JuETT_, Robert. The Third Voyage of Master Henry Hudson,

etc. in Purchas S. His Pilgrimes. London 1625.

Van Meteren. Historic der Nederlanden. Hague 1614.
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For copies of original documents relating to Hudson, and ref-

erences on the subject, see Henry Hudson the Navigator, by G.

M. Asher, the Hakluyt Society, London i860; and Narratives of

New Netherland. N. Y. 1909.

n. THE settlement OF OLD TOWN^ THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

LOCAL GOVERNMENT, AND INCIDENTS LEADING UP TO

THOSE EVENTS

1623. Director Stuyvesant, in a letter to the directors in Hol-

land, dated September 24, 1661, reports that certain persons are

trying to influence the King of England to take Fort Amster-

dam, "by telhng him, that the W. I. Co. claims and holds this

province by unlawful title, because in 1623 King James had

granted to the Company only a watering place on Staten Island

and nothing more." (Col. Doc. 14: 506.)

1628. Isaac de Rasieres, Provincial Secretary, wrote as fol-

lows in 1627 or 1628: "The west point is an island, inhabited by

from 80 to 90 savages, who support themselves by planting

maize." (Narr. New Neth. 103.)

1630. A sale of Staten Island to Michael Pauw (absent) was

made by the Indians, and attested by Director Minuit, August 10,

1630. (Col. Doc. 13: 2.)

1637. In 1637 the Directors of the West India Co. at Amster-

dam succeeded in purchasing from Michael Pauw his territorial

rights as Patroon. (Brodhead i : 268; Holland Doc. 5: 400; N.

Y. Hist. Soc. Coll. 2d Ser. 2 : 338.) Nothing has been brought

forth to show that Pauw ever entered upon his purchase.

1639. First colonization.—The first colonization of Staten

Island that has been brought to light is recorded in Short His-

torical and Journal Notes by David Pietersz de Vries, Alck-

maer 1655, which states:

"ANNO. 1639 The 5th January I sent my people to Staten

Island to begin to plant a colony there, with assistance to build."

(Narr. New Neth. 202. Old South Leaflets No. 168 p. 2.)
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6. Cornelis Melyn,^ a Dutch merchant, visits New Netherland

June 1 6, 1639. (O'Callaghan's Hist, i : 238; Brodhead i : 289.)

7. 1640. 3d July 1640. Petition of Melyn by which he receives

consent of Directors of West India Co, to estabhsh a colony on

Staten Island, and is acknowledged as its Patroon. (Col. Doc.

13 : 200.)

8- 1641. 1 8th Feb. 1 641. Another petition, after Melyn's release

from imprisonment,'^ in which he requests " permission, to go to

New Netherland with his wife, children, servants, and some ani-

mals, in the Company's ships." (Col. Doc. 13: 200.)

9. i8th and 25th February 1641. Two resolutions were passed by

the Lords Directors of West India Co., renewing consent formerly

given to Melyn to go to New Netherland. (Col. Doc, 13 : 201.)

10. Ordinance of the Director and Council of New Netherland,

offering a reward for the heads of Raritan Indians, passed 4th

July 1 641.

" Whereas the Indians of the Raritan are daily exhibiting more

and more hostility, notwithstanding they have, by a messenger

solicited peace of Us, which we consented to, and permitted him

to depart unmolested, on the promise to notify unto Us, within

twelve days, the resolution of his Chief, which has not been done
;

the same Indians, who had experienced every friendship at our

hands, having in the meantime, on the plantation of Mess'"^- De
Vries and David Pietersen, partners, situate on Staten Island,

murdered four Tobacco planters, and set fire to the dwelling and

tobacco house, whereby the Planters, Farmers and other outlying

remote settlers stand in great danger of life and property, which

We, under existing circumstances, in consequence of the density

of the forest and small number of men, cannot prevent ; We have,

therefore, esteemed as the best means and considered it expedient

to encourage the Indians, our allies hereabout, to take up arms,

in order thus to cut off any stray parties who must pass through

their territory so that they cannot accomplish any thing against

6 For an account of the descendants of Cornelis Melyn see New Am-
sterdam and its People, by J. H. Innes, N. Y. 1902, p. 350-356; also Baker

Ancestry, by Frank Baker, Chicago 1914.
'' He had been taken prisoner on his voyage out by the " Dunkirkers,"

who had captured his vessel.
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our Bouweries and plantations without danger, or at least without
being discovered ; and in order to incite them the more, we have
promised them. Ten fathoms of Wampum for each head of the

above mentioned Raritans, and 20 fathoms of Wampum for every

head of the Indians who have most barbarously murdered our
people on Staten Island." (O'Callaghan Laws and Ord. 28.)

1641. First occupants.—" ANNO 1641. The 20th August, the

ship Eyckenboom (Oak-tree) arrived here, in which came a person
named Malyn, who said that Staten Island belonged to him, . . ,

I thought better things of the managers than this, as the sixth

article of privileges mentions that the first occupants shall not he

prejudiced in their right of possession." (Old South Leaflets

No. 168 p. 15; Narr. New Neth. 211.)

"The 1st of September [1641] my men on Staten Island were

killed by the Indians ";..." Thus I lost the beginning of my
colony on Staten Island." (De Vries.) (Narr. New Neth. 211

;

Old South Leaflets No. 168: 15, 16.)

I2th Sept. 1641. Director and Council considered it advis-

able to erect a small redoubt on Staten Island. (Col. Doc. 13 : 9.)

The 2d Nov. 1641. " The same day Commander Kieft asked

me whether I would permit Malyn to go upon the point of Staten

Island, where the maize land lay, saying that he wished to let

him plant it, and that he would place soldiers there, who would

make a signal by raising a flag, to make known at the fort when-

ever ships were in the bay, to which I have consented." (De

Vries.) (Old South Leaflets No. 168 p. 16; Narr. New Neth.

211.)

1642. 19th June 1642. A title deed given, which is the con-

veyance of Staten Island (excepting as much of it as has been

granted to de Vries for a bouwerie) to Cornells Melyn, Patroon.

(Col. Doc. 13: 201.)

1643. Indians rose in arms, on account of an attack upon them

by the Dutch on the night between the 27th and 28th February

1643, and destroyed all but two bouweries on Staten Island.

(Col. Doc. i: 151.)

1645. July 7th, 1645. From Instructions for the Director &
Council of New Netherland :

" The Director proceeds so rigor-

ously against . . . and the Patroon of Staten Island . . . and so

terrifying Cornells Melyn, on Staten Island, that he dare not

leave the place, nor entirely expose himself." (Col. Doc. i : 498.)
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1 8. 1647. July 25th, 1647. The Director and Council of New
Netherland, decreed that Melyn should be fined and banished for

seven years. (Calendar N. Y. Hist. Manuscripts iii.)

19. 1 6th August 1647. Melyn sailed for Holland, on the ship

Princess. (Brodhead i : 472.)

20. 1649. J^ii- 2d, 1649. The Director and Council of New
Netherland adopt a resolution permitting Melyn to reside in New
Netherland, in obedience to orders from the States-General, and
the Prince of Orange. (Calendar N. Y. Hist. Manuscripts 121.)

21. 1650. "We do not think it advisable to consider at present

your request of erecting a redoubt opposite Staten Island, nor the

case of the soldier whom Cornells Melyn has debauched, and who
is still upon that island:" (Letter, Directors of the W. I. Com-
pany to Stuyvesant, Amsterdam, i6th Feb. A° 1650; Col. Doc.

14: 122.)

22. Melyn induces Hendrick van der Capellen to undertake the

settlement of a colony on Staten Island. Van der Capellen pur-

chased the ship New Netherland Fortune on May i8th, 1650,

which sailed on June 30th, with 70 persons on board, including

Melyn, in the charge of Capt. Adriaen Post. The ship did not

reach Manhattan until Dec. 19th, 1650. (Brodhead i: 524;
O'Callaghan's Hist. 2: 130, 157; Col. Doc. i: 528, 638.)

23. Melyn fortified himself in his colony, where he established a

Manorial Court. (Brodhead i: 525; O'Callaghan 2: 158.)

24. 13th Feb. 1652. Representation made by the Directors of the

Amsterdam Chamber of the West India Co. to the Burgomasters

and Regents of Amsterdam.

"Upon the Island [S. I.] they [Melyn and another], have

established a government according to their own notion, also a

judicial court." (Col. Doc. 14: 157.)

25. 1652. Extract from letter from Directors in Holland to Stuy-

vesant, 4th April 1652

:

" All this with the understanding, that we are and will be will-

ing, to grant as much land to everybody, as he will undertake to

cultivate and populate, but we do not intend to give away the land

with unlimited boundaries, as formerly, especially not whole
islands, of which one was given to Cornelis Melyn, who upon 8
leagues of country has only settled 5 or 6 living beings." (Col.

Doc. 14: 168.)
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" [Account of Melyn vs. Van der Capellen]

The Hon. Lord Debit

1. By appraisal of arbitrators is to pay for

the barn, rick, well, palisades, etc. and
guardhouse etc. the amount of guilders 1500.

2. For 6^ Morgen (13 acres) of clear land. . " 650.

3. For post rails, according to the decision of

arbitrators " 171 :8

4. For the Cattle, as per the Contract " 800.

5. Also according to account as sent to His
Honour on Sept. 18th, 1651 for what I

have advanced for His Honor's Farmers . .
" 1395-3:8

Bill delivered this 15 December 1652, to

Mr. Lubartes Van Dincklagen and
Jabock Van Couwenhoven for advances

made to this date to the said farmers. . . " 430^9

4948:0:8

[Melyn vs. Van der Capellen]

Credit

1. For as much as he has paid to me in

Fatherland in 1650, as appears in the

Contract guilders 1200.

2. For two pairs of plough oxen, ordered in

my account, sent on Sept. i8th, 1651 " 400.

guilders 1600.

3. Dec. 13th 1652 for an assignment drawn
on the said date to the charge of the

said Lord " 600.

guilders 2200:

4. Balance of the present account guilders 2748:8

guilders 4948:8

5. Note that the 280 wagon loads of manure
have not been considered in the account

of the arbitrators but have been left to

the discretion of the Hon. Lord by me
Cornelis Melyn.

This account is endorsed in English :
" L. Capelle acct. wch. he

owes Cornelius Melyen." Though the account mentions neither

the name of the debtor nor the locality on account whereof the
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debts were contracted, it is evident that this is Melyen's account

with Baron Van der Capellen concerning the latter's colony on
Staten Island." (The New York Historical Society Collections

1913; Melyn Papers 1640-1699 p. 106. The original manuscripts

and ancient copies are in the possession of the New York Histor-

ical Society.)

27. 1654. loth Feb. 1654. A calculation was made in session (at

New Amsterdam) how to procure means to resist and prevent

piracy. It was proposed to fit out a vessel with 40 men, and it

was proposed to tax Staten Island for two men. (Records New
Amsterdam i: 159.)

28. April 15th 1654. "Also, that his Honor would speak or write

to Cornells Melyn of Staten Island about it, [defense against

piracy] who had said some time ago, that he was ready to lend a

helping hand." (Records New Amsterdam i : 186.)

29. 1655. " And a few days later cleared Staten Island of people

and houses." Extract from letter of Cornells van Tienhoven,

14th November 1655 in reference to the massacre by the Indians

Sept. 15th, 1655. (Col. Doc. 13: 57-)

30. Van der Capellen in a remonstrance dated 4th October 1656

states "that in August 1655 his Colonic had a population of over

90 souls, with II bouweries in progress, and that all his people

that did not make their escape, were killed by the natives, and
all his houses and the barns appertaining to the bouweries on

Staten Island were burned." (Col. Doc. i : 638.)

31. "Adriaen Post said and declared, that all the houses had been

burned during the well known affair with the savages Anno 1655

and that no other property had been left, except a few heads of

cattle, which he himself had hunted up, after having been re-

leased from captivity." (Extract from a letter of Stuyvesant to

Directors in Holland, 21st July 1661 ; Col. Doc. 13: 206.)

32. " Noble and Mighty Sir

:

My Lord Schepen Bontemantel:

. . . We ran out to sea for the Menades on the 12th, and on
the 17th happily arrived within Sandy Hook. On the 21st we
sailed for the North River of Staten Island, by the watering

place, and saw that all the houses there, and about the beer house,

were burned up by the Indians. . . .

I remain your Honor's Obedient Servant,

Johannes Bogaert

Laus Deo, Ship de Waegh (The Balance). Schrijver

the 31st October, 1655." (Extract from letter in Historical

Magazine 1858: 259.)



Report of Committee on Historical Tablet 31

"Monday 6th Decemb'' 1655. In the City Hall [New Am-
sterdam] . . . Cornelia Schellinger,^ pltf. v/s Andries Pos, deft.

In case of arrest. Deft, appeals to his competent Judge on Staten

Island. . . . Whereas it is in case of arrest, the Court decide,

that deft, is amenable to this Bench." . . . Plaintiff stated that

she had a mortgage on cattle and other property of Lord van der

Capelle, and that cattle were killed and sold without satisfying

mortgage. (Records New Amsterdam i: 412, 413.)
" Monday 13th Decemb"" 1655 in the City Hall. Jannetie

Melyns,^ pltf. v/s Capt. Adries Pos, deft. Relative to difference

about certain cattle, which pltf. has on Staten Island and which
deft, prevents her bringing hither; and also that deft, appro-

priates, what pltf. still owns there." . . . (Records New Amster-

dam 1 : 416.)

1656. From an Ordinance of the Director General and Coun-
cil of New Netherland for the formation of villages, etc., passed

i8th January 1656, "charge and command them to concentrate

themselves, by next Spring, in the form of Towns, Villages, and

Hamlets." (O'Callaghan Laws and Ord. 207.)

26th January 1656. Director Stuyvesantto the Council " I stop

here and impress it upon your Honors' mind, whether it would

not be well, to remove also the small garrison on Staten Island,

which has no more protection, but much less than the sailors on

the yacht." (Col. Doc. 13: 60.)

April 27th 1656. " Petition. Dirck van Schelluyne, for and on

behalf of Mdme. Post, setting forth her husband's illness, and

praying that an armed force be sent to Staten Island for the pro-

tection of the rights of baron van der Capelle tho Ryssel, patroon

of that place, and that another person be sent thither to take care

of the property etc." (Calendar N. Y. Hist. Manuscripts 166.)

April 27th, 1656. "Answer to the above. Nothing on the

island worth preserving but the cattle ; recommends the removal

of these to Long Island
;
population only 6 or 7 persons ; 'twould

be folly to send a garrison for their protection, an armed force

therefore refused ; approve of Van Schelluyne as Mr. Van der

Capelle's agent." (Calendar N. Y. Hist. Manuscripts 166.)

19th June 1656. "Cornelia Schellinger, pltf, v/s Tryntie van

Engelen, deft. Pltf. says that deft, holds her mother's ox in

arrest on Staten Island without any reason." (Records New Am-
sterdam 2 : 116.)

^ Daughter of Cornelis Melyn.
» Jannetie Melyn, wife of Cornelis Melyn.
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40. 19th December 1656. Directors W. I. Co. to Gov. Stuyvesant:

"At the request of Baron van der Capellen who now again is

sending over some people for the advancement of his bouweries,

we have decided to recommend to you especially, that in times of

need care be taken and orders issued for the safety of his Honor's

people and farmers on Staten Island by assisting them in such

occasions with 5 or 6 soldiers." (Col. Doc. 14: 374.)

41. 1657. 17th April 1657. "van de Capellen sent out fresh col-

onists, and endeavored to encourage the former settlers to re-

turn to their deserted homes." (Brodhead i : 641.)

42. loth July 1657. van der Capellen secured a deed of Staten

Island from the Indians. (Col. Doc. 14: 393.)

43. 14th November 1657: "List of the farmers, men, women, and

children, male and female servants sent by Yoncker Hendrick

van der Capellen toe Ryssel to Staten Island, in New-Nether-

land, in West-India since May 1650. And of those who were

alive after the dreadful and bloody massacre by the savages in

September 1655.
" Captain Adriaen Post with his wife, five children, one male,

and one female servant, is still on the Island" [then follows

names of persons all living elsewhere] .
" There are altogether

62 living souls. This has been reported at Zutphen, on the ^-^~

November 1657, by the wife of Captain Adriaen Post and by the

farmer Jan. Aerentsen van Heerde." (Col. Doc. 13 : 74).

44. 22d December 1657. van der Capellen having requested the

Directors of the West India Co. to assist him in getting his people

back into his service, the Directors request the Director General

and Council to give him every possible assistance. (Col. Doc.

13:76.)

45. 22d December 1657. Directors in letter to Stuyvesant object

to purchase of Staten Island from Indians by Baron van der

Capellen. Stuyvesant is instructed to get a deed to the Directors,

and annul the other. (Col. Doc. 13 : 75.)

46. 1659. 13th February, 1659 Letter from Directors W. I. Co.

to Director Stuyvesant. "We uphold what we formerly wrote

you about Baron Hendrick van der Capelle, who has bought Staten

Island without the knowledge of the Company and calls himself

Lord and Patroon of it. Our former order must be executed and
the island taken possession of by you in the name of the Com-
pany either by virtue of a purchase already made or to be made
hereafter. (Col. Doc. 14: 430.)
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Contract between Lords Directors and Melyn regarding Staten
Island, 14th June 1659. Melyn agrees to release to Welt India
Co. his authority, jurisdiction, etc. as Patroon, and keeps lands,
houses, and lots, thus far possessed. When a sheriff is wanted
in the colony, or shall be appointed, his son when he becomes of
age, shall have the preference. (O'Callaghan Hist. 2 : 575 ; Col.
Doc. 13: 200; Albany Records vol. 8.)

23rd July 1659 "As very few persons live on Staten Island
on behalf of Baron van der Capelle, not more than two or three
families, for whose safety, pursuant to your orders five or six
soldiers are kept there at the expense of the Company and as so
far no more show any inclination to settle there as colonists, this
matter remains as it was, at least until you shall have spoken with
Cornelis Melyn, who is still in Holland." (Director and Council
to Directors in Holland. Col. Doc. 14: 441.)

Extracts from "The Remonstrance & Petition of Cornelius
Melyen to ye West India Company in Amsterdam Ano 1659.
"In the year 1640, on July 2d, obtained from your Honors

liberty to found in New Netherland, wherever he might think
proper a colony and that for this purpose he selected the said
Staten Island, . . . August 13, 1640, when he was going thither
with people, cattle, goods and all implements necessary for agri-
culture, he was taken by a Dunkirk frigate, on account whereof
he was prevented said year till Anno 1641, when through your
help and assistance he arrived with the ship ' Den Eyckenboom

'

(The Oaktree) in New Netherland on the said Statten Island
with 41 persons. He immediately began to build houses, to
plough land, and to do everything conducive to establishing a
good colony. . .

."

He writes of the massacre by the Indians in 1643 as follows:
"My houses and farms and everything were burnt my cattle

besides some people were shot dead, so that I was obliged to flee

for the sake of saving my life, and to sojourn with wife and chil-

dren at the Menatans till the year 1647, • • • I agreed on certain

conditions Avith the Hon. Lord Hendrick Van der Capellen to

resell etc. about one-third share of my Colony on the Staten

Island, which upon contract he agrees at his expense to people
with settlers, and to bring his share up to condition, which he has

demonstrated. Consequently about 70 strong and with fresh

necessaries for agriculture I again set sail for New Netherland,

with the ship named the New Netherland Fortune. ... I have
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resolved to quit the Menatans and, thus Wronged and plundered,

to join with wife and children my people in my colony on Staten

Island . . . and further intending to repair my above mentioned

losses, and attend to the support of my wife and children, which

has again been assiduously undertaken by myself and my people,

and commenced to cultivate the land which had been laying so

long fallow to clear, plow, sow, mow, thresh, make a harbour to

build houses, racks, barns for the purpose of lodging the people,

and the cattle we were using . . . and there had been commenced
i6 handsome farms as well by myself as by my children as also

by the people taken along by me for the Lord Van der Capelle

and sent over by His Honor ; which farms were covered with 27
buildings ; houses, racks and barns, each well provided with cattle

as well beautiful plow oxen, milch cows, as calves for increase,

so that everything began to be abundant on Staten Island."

Melyn was in prison in Manhattan when the Indian massacre

occurred on the " i6th of September [1655] when the savages

set fire to all buildings around the Menatans and killed and mur-

dered a large number of our people "
; his friends procured his

release, however. " I then immediately departed for the Staten

Island to see whether I could save my people, houses and goods

from the savages ; but in vain ; for a few days later the savages

arrived there in great numbers and commenced to attack our

people, to set fire to the houses, stacks, barns mostly full of grain,

so that the people were obliged to seek safety in my house which

they (the savages) also succeeded in setting afire. And when the

cinders began to fall down on us we were forced to leave it and

obliged to break through the savages to enable us to retire to an-

other small house standing close to the shore. Here we held out

for some time longer, hoping meanwhile to receive some assistance

from the Menatans. But all in vain. At last the savages called

out to us that if we desired quarter they would grant the same to

us, whereupon we resolved as we saw no other refuge (here

nearly an entire line obliterated) because from among our num-
ber already 15 or 16 persons, among whom my son 22 years old,

my son in law and two nephews had been shot dead, besides some
wounded ; and thus fifty-one in number went into captivity among
the savages, where we remained during thirty one days until I

had raised a ransom of about 1400 guilders for myself, wife, son

and son-in-law, which was to be paid if we did not want to be

burnt alive in a fire which for this purpose had been already pre-

pared and was burning. ...
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I submit to your Honour's judgment after all that had befallen
me and I being in such a sorrowful and miserable condition, my
children and people murdered by the savages, the houses, racks,
barns to the number of 25, burnt, the people, cattle and farms de-
stroyed, my goods stolen, and in place thereof debts incurred for
my ransom, and retaining the bitter hatred of the Director, I have
resolved to quite the Menatans, in order not to perish absolutely
with wife and children and for the time being to put myself under
the protection of the English; and consequently departed with
my family for New Haven." (The New York Historical So-
ciety Collections 1913. Melyn Papers 109-115).

1660. An ordinance of the Director General and Council of
New Netherland for the establishment of Villages passed Febru-
ary 9th, 1660, provided that all isolated Farmers at latest by
middle of April, should remove houses, goods and cattle, to the
village or settlement nearest and most convenient to them, "or,
with the approval of Director General and Council, to a favorably
situated and defensible spot in a new palisaded Village to be here-

after formed, on pain of confiscation of all such goods as shall be
found after the aforesaid time, in separate dwelling and farm-
houses." (O'Callaghan Laws and Ord. 369.)

March 6th, 1660 a treaty of peace is made with the Indians.

Mettano formerly chief of Najeck is now chief of Staten Island.

(Col. Doc. 13 : 148.)

The 20th November 1660 Baron Frederick van der Capellen ter

Budelholf, as Executor and Co-heir of the late Hendrick van der

Capellen tot Ryssel, surrenders to the West India Co. " such a por-

tion as the aforesaid Baron van der Capellen pretended to be his

property, in Staten Island, situated in New Netherland, with the

Patronage, the Mansion, Outhouses, Tools of husbandry, Stock,"

etc. (O'Callaghan Hist. 2: 576; Albany Records vol. 8.)

1661. Extract from letter of Stuyvesant to the Directors, 21st

July 1661, which refers to claim of Melyn to the ownership of

2/3 of Staten Island and his claim on the other 1/3 against the

heirs of van der Capelen

:

" This is the reason why these suitable lands are not settled and

cultivated and they will be settled and cultivated only slowly, as

long as the aforesaid Melyn makes claim to be owner of either the

whole or part of it." (Col. Doc. 13 : 206.)
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54. August 22d, 1661, Petition of Pieter Billou, Claude Le Maitre

and others, all recently arrived emigrants, asking that lands on

Staten Island " might be allotted and given them as property for

farm land, meadow and pastures and that lots for houses and gar-

dens might be laid out at a convenient place."

" The Director General and Council heard the petition and after

taking it in consideration, they resolved to look up a convenient

place on Staten-Island and lay it out for a village." (Col. Doc.

13 : 206; O'Callaghan Hist. 2 : 427; Brodhead i : 692.)

55- 1662. 15th July 1662. Extract from a letter of Director Stuy-

vesant to Directors in Holland,

" 6 men on Staten-Island for the safety of the few inhabitants

there, . . . Your Honor's orders and instructions regarding the

pretenses of Melyn are strictly obeyed. It must be presumed,

that the lands, formerly cultivated by him, will remain abandoned,

as since he has been driven from them now seven years ago, he

has not troubled himself about the land. We hardly believe, that

for the present he will again take possession of them, for he has

taken up his residence at New Haven in New England for a few
years past, where he still lives." (Col. Doc. 13 : 223, 224.)

56. 1663. Extract from journal of a voyage to the Newesinghs,

the Sachem and another Savage of Staten-Island, aboard.

Dec. 6th, 1663. "About 3 o'clock we left the Manhatans under

sail, and arrived behind Staten Island, at about 6 o'c. in the even-

ing, where the Sachem of this island, and the savage went ashore."

(Col. Doc. 13: 314.)

57. 1662 (about). Settlement of Old Town.—Director Stuyvesant

wrote to the Directors in Holland, April 26th, 1664, as follows:

" The first point in your letter requiring an explanation, is the

wish, expressed by you, concerning the settling and securing of

both Long and Staten Islands near the Narrows. Your Honors'

servants are and have been taking care of this and carried it out

some time ago by forming hamlets on both islands, according to

the circumstances and the convenience of the places and soil as

near to the Narrows, as the accommodation of settlers would per-

mit. ... A hamlet not yet named, was begun on Staten Island

about two years ago, and has now about 12 to 14 families of Dutch

and French from the Palatinate ; it lies about half an hours walk
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from the Narrows/" there being no more convenient place for a
village nearer the water. Both these places were provided with
commodious block houses as a defense against the attacks of sav-
ages last summer ; the blockhouses are built by putting beam upon
beam and for their better defence are each provided with two or
three light pieces of ordnance, of which one or two are pedereroes

;

the hamlet on Staten Island, being the weakest and too far to be
reheved in time, is garrisoned with ten soldiers for its greater

safety." (Col. Doc. 14: 546.)

1664. Court established.—Ordinance of the Director General

and Council of New Netherland erecting a Court of Justice on

Staten Island, Passed 28th January 1664.

" The Director General and Council of New Netherland,

To all those who shall see these Presents or hear them read,

Greeting make known.
That they, for the public good, for the greater advancement and

increase of the recently begun Village on Staten Island, and for

the more convenient administration of Justice have considered it

necessary to establish in the aforesaid Village an Inferior Court
of Justice, which shall provisionally consist of the three under-

named Commissaries, to wit : David d'Amarex, Piere Billion, and
Walraven Lutten.

Before whom, in the first instance, shall be brought all Ques-
tions, Actions and Differences arising in said Village between
Lord and Vassal, Master and Servant man. Mistress and Maid,

Neighbor and Neighbor, Buyer and Seller, Lessor and Lessee,

Master and Workman, and other such like ; Item, all Criminal

Actions, consisting of Deeds, Threats, Fighting or Wounding,
fvhether moved and instituted by party or by the Senior Commis-
sary who, until further order, shall represent the Sheriff in that

place.

And said Commissaries shall do justice to the best of their

knowledge between parties appearing before them, and may de-

cree provision of Deposit, Dismissal or Definitive condemnation,

as the circumstances of the case shall authorize.

1° Translation made about 1820 by Dr. Francis Adriaen van der Kemp
from Albany Records (18: 235-6) reads as follows:

" A new concentration was two years ago commenced on Staten Island,

yet without a name, of about 12 @ 14 families, consisting in Dutch and

French from the Palatinat nearly one mile and a half from the entrance

[the Narrows]. Stuj^vesant to the Directors, April 26, 1664."
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But any party feeling himself aggrieved may appeal to the Di-

rector General and Council of New Netherland, according to the

custom here, from all judgments exceeding Fifty guilders, pro-

nounced by said Commissaries.

And said Commissaries are hereby specially commissioned and

authorized to enact proper Ordinances that the Cornfields and

Gardens be carefully fenced, kept inclosed, and the broken fences

properly repaired. They hereby command all inhabitants of the

aforesaid Village who already are there, or who will hereafter

come thither, to respect and acknowledge the aforesaid Commis-
saries for such as they are hereby qualified, and all that, until it

be otherwise ordained by the Director General and Council afore-

said.

Thus done in Fort Amsterdam in New Netherland. Dated as

above.

Note: The above court was composed of two Magistrates until 14th

Feb. 1674 when two others were added making the number of Magistrates

four. Tr." (O'Callaghan Laws and Ord. 458. Albany 1868.)

59- General Provincial Assembly held at New Amsterdam on the

loth of April 1664 to consider the state of the Province. Staten

Island was represented by David de Marest, and Pierre Billou.

(Brodhead i: 728; New Amsterdam Records 5: 429-431, 450;

Albany Rec. 18: 237; 22: 78-90, 105, 106, 145-182; O'Callaghan

Hist. 2: 505-508.)

60. August 1 8th, 1664. Block house on Staten Island, near the

Narrows, was seized by the British, and on August 29th New
Netherland was surrendered by Stuyvesant to the English under

Nicolls. (Brodhead Hist, i : 738 ; 2 : 24-37 ; Albany Records 18

:

323, 324, 326; Col. Doc. 2 : 250-253, 414, 415, 419-423, 429-447-)

61. 1666. Extract from answer of Hon. Peter Stuyvesant to the

Observations of the West India Co. on his Report on the Sur-

render of New Netherland, 1666. Referring to Staten Island he

says

:

" It is inhabited only on the South side, behind the hill, and con-

sequently out of sight of the fort, by 10 @ 12 men but so and so

able to bear arms, who, in order to be protected against a sudden

attack of the Savages, did, about a year ago, erect a small slight

wooden Blockhouse, about 18 @ 20 feet square, in the center of
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their houses, which were shghtly constructed of straw and clap

boards ... its garrison consisted of 6 old soldiers, unfit to ac-

company the others against the Indians. The aforesaid Block-

house and hamlet stood within sight of Najeck." (Col. Doc. 2:

443-)

1668. Patent for two lots of land granted to Henry Hedger

and Thomas Walton, ist May 1668, recites

:

" Whereas there are foure Lotts of Land upon Staten Island

lying and being upon y^ Hill to y^ East of y® Towne w'"'^ said

Lotts were heretofore lay'd out Proportionably w'*' y® rest of y®

Town Lotts" etc. (Record of Patents 3: 13.)

The land granted Hedger and Walton was surveyed by Philip

Wells April 4th, 1685, by command of Gov. Dongan, and Wells re-

ported " have surveyed and Layd out for Thomas Walton a Cer-

taine tract of Land upon the hill to the East of the old towne.''

(Land Papers 2 : 6'j.')

1670. Name of Old Town first appears on map.—Old Town ap-

pears on a manuscript map showing New York, Long Island, and

Staten Island, by Robert Ryder, Surveyor, 1670. Robert Ryder

made a number of surveys on Staten Island, and was granted a

patent for a large tract of land thereon. The map is in the pos-

session of the New York Historical Society, and a photographic

copy is in the possession of the Staten Island Association of Arts

and Sciences.

A Brief Description of New York formerly called New Nether-

lands by Daniel Denton, London 1670, which is the first Eng-

lish book on New York, contains the following extract :
" With-

in two Leagues of New York lieth Staten-Island, it bears from

New York West something Southerly : It is about twenty-

miles long, and four or five broad, it is most of it very good Land,

full of Timber, and produceth all such commodities as Long
Island doth besides Tin and store of Iron Oar, and the Calamine

Stone is said likewise to be found there : There is but one Town
upon it consisting of English and French, but is capable of enter-

taining more inhabitants ; betwixt this and Long Island is a large

Bay, and is the coming in for all ships and vessels out of the Sea

:

On the North-side of this Island After-skull River puts into the

main Land on the West-side, whereof is two or three Towns, but

on the East-side but one. There is very great marshes or Medows
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on both sides of it, excellent good Land, and good convenience

for the setling of several Towns ; there grows black Walnut and
Locust as their doth in Virginia, with mighty tall straight Timber,

as good as any in the North of America ; It produceth any Com-
moditie Long Island doth."

Daniel Denton was the son of Rev. Richard Denton who moved

to Hempstead, L. I., in 1644, build a Presbyterian Church, and

was first minister on Long Island. Daniel Denton was a man of

influence in the colony. He was one of the first settlers of Ja-

maica and became the magistrate of the town. He bought large

tracts of land in New Jersey. Denton and another represented

Long Island in the General Assembly which promulgated the

Dukes Laws. In 1666 Denton became Justice of Long Island.

The same description is found also in Ogilby 180.

66. 1671. " Order to Capf". Jacques Cortilleau for laying out y^

Souldiers Lotts on Staten Island," June 14th, 1671.

"y^ Old Towne & y^ New Plantacon next unto it" are re-

ferred to therein. Francis Lovelace (N. Y. Executive Council

Minutes 1668-1673 2 : 489. Albany 1910.)

67. 1674. " Whereas, some of the inhabitants of Staten Island have

complained to me of and against Peter Biljouw, the Schout of the

aforesaid Island, I have therefore hereby resolved to commission

and empower Mr. Cornells van Ruyven and Capt°. Carel Epe-

steyn to repair by the first opportunity to the village on the afore-

said Island, and there to convene a meeting of the town ; to exam-

ine the charges which will be brought against said Schout, to hear

the debates on both sides, and if possible to compose the differ-

ences between them or else to report their conclusion. Done Fort

Willem Hendrick this 22'^ January, 1674." (Col. Doc. 2: 681.)

68. 1679. nth Oct. 1679. "We went on to the little creek to sit

down and rest ourselves there, and to cool our feet, and then

proceeded to the houses which constituted the Oude Dorp. It was

now about 2 o'clock. There were seven houses, but only three

in which anybody lived. The others were abandoned, and their

owners had gone to live on better places on the island, because the

ground around this village was worn out and barren, and also too

limited for their use." . . . After leaving * Oude Dorp ' and
' Nieuwe Dorp '

" We had now no more villages to go to, but

went from one plantation to another." (Jour. Danckaerts y2.)
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Inventory of estate of Nathan Whitman of Staten Island made
August 28th, 1679: "A House and land and 4 Erves" joining to
the house, and 40 acres of land in the Old Town, 27 acres of land
in the Close laid out by the Surveyor, and 8 acres of Bogg
meadow, adjacent to the Erves, and 10 acres of meadow at the
Great Killes. £75." (Collections of the New York Historical
Soc. 1892. Abstract of Wills New York 1 665-1 707 p. 64 from
Liber 1-2 Wills p. 259.)

1698. Part of Paper endorsed "Jacob Melyen's Petition to

His Excellcy Richard Earl of Bellomont etc."

Boston Nov. 30th 1698 [or 99] (a copy).

" The humble Petition of Jacob Melyen most humbly showeth
That yor Petitioners Father Cornelius Melyen by virtue of a
Grant from the West India Company of Holland bearing date the
Third of July 1640; was Governr & Proprietr of Staten Island in

the Province of New York & was confirmed in the Governmt and
Propriety thereof by Governr Kieft by a Patent bearing date the

19th of June 1642 and was in the quiet Possession and Enjoy-
ment of the Governmt and Soyle of the sd Island as his rightfull

inheritance, until he with his people [were] driven from thence

by the Indians in the year 1643; and he was after that resettled

thereon with diverse families, his servants, until another quarril

was made at New-Amsterdam (now New York) with the In-

dians, Anno 1655 & were then cutt off upon Staten Island, having
about twenty psons slain, who were of sd Melyen's Children,

Nephews, Servants & Tenants. The Town consisting of about

40 houses, which were burnt, & the Goods made plunder ofT, &
yo'' petitioners sd father & mother & two sons with all those that

survived were taken into a barbarous Captivity by the heathen

;

Yor Excellcy's Petitir was one of the Sons who was much
wounded, but recovered not without great difficulty." ... (N. Y.
Hist. Soc. Coll. 1913. Melyn Papers p. 136.)

1850-1. From Anthon's Notes made in 1850 and 1851 we ex-

tract the following:

P. 2.
"

' Oude Dorp,' so called by its original Dutch settlers.

The first plantation there made by De Vries in 1639, had been de-

stroyed Sept. 1 641 by the Raritan Indians. All the details may
1^ Erve, erven, a Dutch term signifying the original village plots, so

called, with such other house lots as had been granted or sold for that

purpose by the town. (Riker 606. 1881.)
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be found in Mr. Murphy's translation of De Vries, N. Y. Hist.

Soc. Coll. Ser. i, Vol. Ill, and from a very careful consideration

of them, the inference appears certain, that not only the planta-

tion of De Vries, but also Director Kiefts distillery and buck-

skin factory afterwards set up, were at Oude Dorp. Here too

chiefly must have dwelt Baron Van de Cappellen's colonists."

P. 3. " The Miller papers in N. Y. Historical Society Library

endorsed ' Paper obtained from Old Judge Mersereau of Che-

nango, late of Staten Island—got. Dec. 4th, 1800' contain

the reminiscence of Altie Widelar wife of Thos. Burbank and

setteF at V. Duzes. She s^ there was 2 or 3 houses at Old Town
and at Carls-neck & the Indians run off the Island and murder^

at Old Town all except a little girl who run into the woods—the

indian put on her father's clothes and Decoyed the Girl supposing

it to be her father her they sav'^. The Indians came principally

from Bergan." (See also Morris i: 39.)

72. 1898. " The summer of 1641 witnessed the commencement of

the building of Oude Dorp." (Morris i : 32. 1898.)

73. "In 1624 Peter Minuit . . . arrived in the country, bringing

with him several families of Walloons, . . . These settled at

Oude Dorp, Staten Island, and Wahlebocht, Long Island, . , .

while a number remained on Manhattan Island." (Morris i : 55.

See also Clute 14 ; Rep. N. Y. Commercial Tercent. 77-80. 1914;
Stiles 1 : 25. 1869.)

74. Location of Old Town.—The location of Old Town can be de-

termined with considerable accuracy by remembering that villages

were usually laid out around crossroads [see plan of Gravesend

(1645) and Bergen (1660) on Map of New York Bay and Llarbor

by U. S. Coast Survey 1844-5, on file in the library of the Associ-

ation], and that a crossroad or lane, separated the Mary Brittain

Patent of 1686, for land " formerly laid out for 4 lots at the Old

Towne (Record of Patents 5 : 344 ; Land Papers 2 : 87) from the

Peter Neue patent of 1685 for land "laid out formerly for two

lots at the Old Towne " (Record of Patents 5 : 285 ; Land papers

2 : 71), also that in the patent to Mary Brittain there was included

a house lot at SE. corner of Peter Neue's land which was at the

crossroads. ^^ This point presumably the central point of Old
12 For location of colonial patents see maps of Colonial Grants by-

George M. Root, on file in the Borough President's office.
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Town is on Old Town Road, a little more than halfway from

Sand Lane westward toward the sharp turn in Old Town Road.

Buildings now occupied as a moving picture studio, on the south

side of the road, are near the spot.

The Ryder map, which seems to be quite accurate, shows Old

Town located in substantially the same place. The grants within

the Old Town included (approximately) the tract bounded south

and west by Old Town Road, north by Fingerboard Road, and

east by Ocean Avenue extended to meet Fingerboard Road.

III. ERECTION OF THE FIRST CHURCH ON STATEN ISLAND

1650. First church erected ... by Waldensians

is the inscription on the tablet.

" 1650. Stony Brook settled by Waldensians " and " First

church on Island erected at Stony Brook," were selected and

approved for inscription by the committee of 1906, as printed

in Proc. Staten Is. Assoc, i : 83. Oct.-Dec. 1906.

75. 1655. The great massacre of the Waldensians occurred in

April 1655 (Baird i: 184.)

']^. 1656. March 29th 1656, the City of Amsterdam subscribed

funds for the distressed Waldenses. (Col. Doc. i: 617.)

'j'j. Some of the Waldensians, refugees, sailed for the South River,

now known as the Delaware River, in Dec. 1656, in three vessels.

One of the vessels went ashore near Fire Island Inlet on Long

Island, March 8, 1657. Her company were saved, and proceeded

in the other two vessels, and are said to have settled in Delaware.

(Baird i: 183-186; Brodhead i: 631-632; Vincent 284, 287;

Scharf i : 63 ; Albany Records 10: 455; 12: 405-411; O'Cal-

laghan Doc. Hist. 4: 83; Col. Doc. 12: 184.)

^g, 1664. Aug. 4th, 1664, Stuyvesant wrote in relation to assisting

Huguenots who proposed to settle on Staten Island, and at their

request suggests that a minister be sent to them. (Col. Doc. 14:

554-555-)
'

79. First preaching.—August 14th, 1664, Extract from letter of

Rev. Samuel Drisius to the Classis of Amsterdam

:
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"The French on Staten Island would also gladly have a

preacher, but their families are few in number and poor, . , .

there is no probability that they will settle a preacher. In the

meantime, that they may not be wholly destitute Gov. Stuyvesant,

at their request, has permitted me to go and preach there every

two months, and administer the Lord's Supper. This I have done

for about a year." (Col. Doc. 13 : 391.)

80. 1679. Neither church nor minister.—" There are now about

a hundred families on the island, of which the English consti-

tute the least portion, and the Dutch and French, divide be-

tween them about equally, the greater portion. They have
neither church nor minister, and live rather far from each other,

and inconvepiently to meet together ... in the event of not

obtaining Dominie Tessemaker, they would send, or had sent, to

France for another." (Jour. Danckaerts 70.)

81. 1682. Resolution of a Town Meeting on Staten Island about

the pay of their minister, held June 19th, 1682.

"Att a Towne meeting held the 19*^ Day of June 1682 by ord""

of Rich*^ Stillwell Esq"" one of his Ma*^^^ Justices of the Peace,

Being put to vote whether the inhabitants would freely Consent
that a Towne Rate should be forthwith made in ord'' to y® Satis-

faction & paym* of M"". Morgan Jones who by the Choice & at y^

desire of y^ Inhabitants aforesaid has Exercised the function of

a Minister in this Island this yeare last Past. It was carryed in

the affirmative." (Col. Doc. 13: 556.)

82. Extract from letter Rev. Peter Tesschenmaker to the Classis of

Amsterdam, Oct. 30th, 1682.

" P. S. I am going to Staten Island to engage in the ministry

there, during the winter." (Eccles. Rec. 2: 836. 1901.)

83. 1683. At Schenectady, Dominie Tesschenmaeker, who, after

leaving Newcastle, had been preaching on Staten Island. (Brod-

head 2 : 380.)

84. Petition of Francois Martinou, John Boulyn and Others of

Staten Island Asking to be Excused from Contributing for the

Support of a Minister. Jan. 15th, 1683.

gt. Letters from Justice Stillwell to Secretary West in Relation to

the Foregoing Petition, concerning the salary of Rev. Morgan

Jones. Jan. 19th, 1683 and Jan. 24th, 1683. (Eccles. 2: 844-

847. 1901.)
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86 1686. Rev. Rudolphus Varick to the Classis of Amsterdam,
Sept. 9th, 1686.

" Upon the removal of Domine Tesschenmaker to Schenectady,
the people of Staten Island have requested me to serve the Lord's
Supper for them four times a year. This I have consented to do."
(Eccles. Rec. 2 : 922.)

87. ^
1688. Rev. Henry Selyns to the Classis of Amsterdam, Oct.

loth, 1688.

"We are glad to learn that you approve of Domine Dellius's

remaining at New Albany, and of the transfer of Domine Tes-
schenmacker (from Staten Island) to Schenectady." (Eccles.
Rec. 2: 957.)

88. 1690. " We have been compelled to depose Dom. Laur, Van
der Bosch, called from Staten Island to Esopus." From letter

by Henricus Selyns, Sept. 14th, 1690. (Murphy 116.)

89. New Rochelle's first minister was the Reverend David Bon-

repos, who a few years afterward removed to Staten Island.

(Brodhead 2 : 625.)

90. 1691. Letter of Rev. Selyns from New Netherland, June
5th, 1 691. Rev. Laurence van den Bosch, who had been called

from Staten Island to Aesopus had been deposed from his minis-

terial office by them. (Eccles. Rec. 2 : 1020.)

91. 1692. Letter Revs. Selyns, Varick and Dellius to Classis of

Amsterdam, Oct. 12th, 1692.

"(The churches of) Bergen, Hackensack, Staten Island and
Harlem have deserted us, yielding to the power of evil. They
say that they can live well enough without ministers or sacra-

ments." (Eccles. Rec. 2 : 1041-1043.)

92. 1693. " Memorandum of all that was received by virtue of the

Order or Authorization for the ransom of slaves in Salee, ac-

cording to the special act of 1693.

Staten Island, French Church, £3.0.0." (Eccles. Rec. 2 : 1063.)

93- An act for settling a Ministry and Raising a maintenance for

them in the City of New York, County of Richmond, Westchester,

and Queens County. [Passed Sep. 22, 1693] " ^^r the County

of Richmond, 40 pounds in County Produce at money price."

(Col. Laws N. Y. 1 : 328.)
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94. 1695. Meeting house in use.—A Description of the Province

and City of New York with Plans of the City and Several Forts

as they existed in the Year 1695, by the Rev. John Miller, con-

tains a list of the churches, ministers, etc ; throughout the Prov-

ince, On p. 37 of the edition of 1862, and on page 55 of the

Cleveland edition of 1903 we find

:

" Countyes Churches Ministers Familyes

Richmond A Meeting House Dr. Bonrepos English 40

Dutch 44

French 36
"

According to Bolton's History of Westchester County, Rev.

David de Bonrepos was a French Protestant minister, who ac-

companied the first Huguenot emigrants from France. He was

the first minister of New Rochelle.

95. 1696. 17th of July, 1696, James Hanse Dey conveyed to James

Fetchett, a plot described as " Beginning at a flat rock below the

(foorlezers) house." Other and later deeds have the same de-

scription; the word foorlezer, illegible in this, is supplied from

later deeds. (Voorlezer in Dutch, is an ecclesiastical term signi-

fying one who reads in church services.) (Liber B of Deeds p.

262.)

96. Register Boek van de K-K[?] Namen
der Kinderen Dewelck Gedoopt Bennen

op Staten Eylandt van d-

Beginne van het jaer anno 1696.

(The Baptismal register of the Dutch church of Staten Island

commencing 1696), Printed in Stillwell's Historical and Genea-

logical Miscellany i : 57. (See also Bayles 370.)

97. 1697. " James hanson dye and James fettchette have freely

given unto ye Dutch Congregation for the space and term of fifty

years for their use and benefit for y® s*^ term mentioned and that

he w'^^ lives on y® s*^ Land shall have y® privilege of firewood for

his necessity and also that y^ said Land shall be inhabited by no
other as by y^ persons that serves y^ said congregation during y®

said term. 6th day of March, 1696-7." (Liber B of Deeds p.

340.)
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98. 1698. First lot conveyed for church purpose.—April 12th,

1698. A lot was conveyed to the French Congreygashone or

Church on Statone Island, " To Ereckt and build A Church upon

the same " (near Green Ridge). (Liber B of Deeds p. 275 ; Mor-

ris 1
: 50-)

99. 1699. 29th of February, 1699, Hans Lawrence conveys to

Thomas Cone, land lying at the head of the Fresh Kill, corner at

"the house that belongs to the Dutch Congregation." (Liber B

of Deeds p. 388.)

[GO. 1700. " 13th of March, 1700, Barent Tyse, and Tennis Egbertse,

. . . have, to and with the consent of the Dutch Congregation . . .

Sell Confirme and make over unto Louis du bois of the sd.

County, Our house att the head of the fresh Kills, and the plancks

thereunto belonging, which formerly was built for the Dutch Con-

gregation, and for the service thereof, formerly used for the full

space and ? as it was formerly expressed." (Liber B of Deeds

p. 390.)

[Qi. 1711. Aug. 6th, 1711, Wilham Tillyer conveys lot at head of

Fresh Kill for the building of an English Church. (St. An-

drews.) (Liber B of Deeds p. 584.)

[02. 1713. St. Andrews church built.—29th of June, 1713, Grant

to the Corporation of the Church of St. Andrew. This grant

recites " All that Stone Church called St. Andrew, and the Tene-

ment and Lott of whereon it is built, Situate and being on Karles

Neck At the head of the ffresh Kill, formerly granted by Wm.
Tillyer for to build, the said church upon, and for a Cemetery or

Churchyard." (Liber B of Deeds p. 629.)

[03. 1729. May 13th, 1729, Jacques Cortelyou conveys to the El-

ders and Deacons of the Presbyterian Society etc.

" Members of ye Presbyterian Society being destitute of a pub-

He Meeting House and now have built and erected, but as yet not

furnished, a House for that end." ..." a certain piece or parcel

of Ground Situate lying and Being at Stony Brook "
. . .

" front-

ing to the Kings Main Road" . . . "whereon ye sd. Meeting

House is now erected." (Liber D of Deeds p. 449.)

104. 1865. Extracts from discourse by the Rev. James Brownlee

at the Two Hundredth Anniversary of Settlement of Church on

Staten Island, June 22nd, 1865.
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P. 5.
" It is not pretended that there are definite records of

the estabhshment of a Church of our Denomination (Dutch Re-

formed) on this Island two hundred years ago." . . .

P. 29. " The first Church ever built on the Island was the little

Church of the Waldenses at the settlement spoken of."

He refers to the settlement founded by Stuyvesant about 1662

at which ten soldiers were stationed, which we and others identify

as Old Town. " It cannot be ascertained where this was situated,

but tradition points to a spot on Flatbrook, south of what is known

as " Black Horse "
. . .

" The County-seat was also formerly lo-

cated near the same place." ...

P. 30. It is known that Dom. Drisius preached to the church

first spoken of (Church of the Waldensians at the settlement men-
tioned) for a considerable time, at intervals of a month or two
months ; and it is from inference that we conclude that a little

church was organized, there and then, probably in 1664 or 1665.

105. 1875. Extract from address delivered in the Reformed Church,

Port Richmond, by Rev. James Brownlee D.D., on the fortieth

anniversary of his settlement, N. Y., 1875 :
" It is known that the

Rev. Samuel Drisius, who was one of the pastors of the Dutch
Church in New York, then New Amsterdam, from 1652 to 1682,

preached regularly once a month to the Waldenses on Staten

Island, from about 1660 onward."

106. 1877. "About the year 1665, the first church edifice built on
the Island was the French or Waldensian Church at Stony Brook.

. . . About the same year, 1665, there was another church built

on the Island. This was a Huguenot church, and stood near the

Fresh Kills, on what is now known as the Seaman farm." (Clute

255-)

107. 1887. " Subsequently in 1651 when the Waldenses arrived."

(Bayles 81.)

108. 1898. "Ye settlement [Stony Brook] Is located on a brook

from which it derives its name. Ye chu*" is small and built of

stone, . . . erected when ye village was founded in 1658."

(Morris i : 44.)

109. " It is said that in 1680 the scattered people had at last erected
two houses of worship at points convenient for them to gather.

One of these was at Fresh Kills in Westfield township, to which
church came as pastor, in 1697, the Rev. David Bonrepos, who
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remained 'til 171 7, when the infirmities of age compelled him to

give up his charge. The other French church in 1680 was at

Stony Brook on the road to Perth Amboy, not far from Oude
Dorp. Here the preaching was not exclusively French, for

Dutch ministers are found in charge of it. Among others, we find

in the records of many baptisms, the name of the Rev. Guilliaume

(William or Gilliam) Bertholf, who was pastor of the churches

of Aququanonk (Passaic) and Hackensack in New Jersey, from

1694 to 1724." (Van Pelt 2 : 462.)

IV. FRESH KILLS SETTLED BY FRENCH HUGUENOTS

1660. Fresh Kills settled by French Huguenots

is the inscription on the tablet.

1662. 15th of July 1662, Director Stuyvesant wrote in letter

to the Directors in Holland, " 6 men on Staten Island for the

safety of the few inhabitants there." (Col. Doc. 13: 223.)

1664. August 4th, 1664, Director Stuyvesant wrote to the Di-

rectors in Holland, " You seriously recommend us. to treat with

kindness the French families, which were to arrive here from Ro-
chelle and from St. Martin, to allot to them good parcels of land

and assist them in every way. . . . Seven or eight persons of that

nationality came over for that purpose by the last ship . . . and

being most pleased with Staten Island some of them, among them

one Jean Collyn, addressed themselves to us and he said, for the

better promotion and speedier execution of the plan, they had re-

solved that he should return in person by one of the ships and re-

port to the others." They wanted a good French preacher sent

over. (Col. Doc. 14: 554, 555-)

1676. March 1676. A considerable number of surveys for

obtaining patents for land were filled on the above date ; usually

for 90 or 180 acres, " lying at y® south of y" Fresh kill upon

Staten Island."

The names of these applicants are, Francis Sheartree, Richard

Cornewell, Samuel Leete, Christopher Hoagland, Hans Christead,

Carston Jonson, Jon : Edsall, Georg : Corbet, Jon : Sharpe, Henry

Newton. Richard Stillwell, and Tho : Berryman. (Calendar of

Land Papers 7, 8.)
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113. 1679. Oct. 1679. "There are now about a hundred families

on the island, of which the English constitute the least portion,

and the Dutch and French divide between them about equally the

greater portion. They have neither church nor minister, and live

rather far from each other, and inconveniently to meet together."

(Jour. Danckaerts 70.)

114. 1685. "It (S.I.) is peopled with above two Hundred ffami-

lyes." Gov. Dongan, to Earl of Perth, N. Y. Feb. 13th, 1685.

(Col. Doc. 3: 354.)

US' 1698. April I2th, 1698. A lot was conveyed to the French

Congreygashone or Church on Statone Island. "To Ereckt and

build a Church upon the same." (At Fresh Kill near Green

Ridge.) (Liber B Deeds p. 275 ; Morris i : 50.)

116. Census of population on Staten Island in 1698: Men 328,

Women 208, Children 1 18, Negroes 'j'^. Total 727. (O'Cal-

laghan Doc. Hist, i : 467.)

117- 1877. "Subsequently, in 1661, when the Waldenses arrived,

and, after them, the Huguenots, the settlements at Old Town, and

Fresh Kill received accessions." (Clute 31.) "About the year

1665, the first church edifice built on the Island was the French

or Waldensian church at Stony Brook. . . . About the same year,

1665, there was another church built on the Island. This was a

Huguenot church, and stood near the Fresh Kills, or what is now
known as the Seaman farm." (Clute 255.)

V. DUTCH GOVERNMENT SUPPLANTED BY ENGLISH

1664. Dutch government supplanted by English

is the inscription on the tablet.

118. 1664. Surrender of New Netherland.—12th of March:

Charles II, King of England, made a grant to his brother James

the Duke of York, of the territory occupied by the Dutch. A
part of the description of the territory granted, reads as follows,

" Togeather alsoe with the said River called hudsons River and

all the land from the West side of Conectecutte River to the East

side of Delaware Bay." (Col. Laws N. Y. i : i ; N. J. Archives,

I ser. 1 : 3, 4.)
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After receiving this grant, the Duke of York borrowed several

men of war from his brother the King, and Col. Nicolls was ap-

pointed the commander of the expedition for the conquest of New
Netherland, which set sail May 15th, 1664. It anchored at Nyack
(in Gravesend Bay) the i8th of August, the approaches to New
Amsterdam were blockaded, and the blockhouse on Staten Island,

opposite the squadron, was occupied.

Col. Nicolls sent a letter to Director Stuyvesant on August 20th

requiring his surrender, to which Stuyvesant replied on August
23rd. Col. Nicolls refused to argue the matter, and landed troops

at Gravesend on August 25th; from there they marched to the

ferry at Brooklyn. Articles of capitulation were agreed upon by
representatives of Stuyvesant, and Nicolls, on August 27th, and
New Amsterdam was surrendered to Col. Nicolls on August 29th,

1664. (Col. Doc. 2 : 414, 415 ; 13 : 393. See Brodhead 2 : 20-37
for account with references.)

VI. STATEN ISLAND SEPARATED FROM NEW JERSEY

1668. Staten Island separated from New Jersey

is the inscription on the tablet.

1664. I2th March 1664, Chas. II, King of England made a

grant to his brother the Duke of York, described in part as fol-

lows :
" Togeather alsoe with the said River called hudsons River

and all the land from the West side of Conectecutte River to the

East side of Delaware Bay." (Col. Laws N. Y. i : i ; N. J. Ar-

chives, I ser. I : 3, 4.)

23rd and 24th June 1664. The Duke of York executed deeds

of lease and release, to Lord John Berkeley, and Sir George Car-

teret, granting to them, their heirs and assigns, all that portion of

his tract " Lying and being to the Westward of Long Island and

Manhitas Island and bounded on the East part by the Maine Sea

and part by Hudson's River," " which said Tract of Land is here-

after to be called by the name or names of New Cesarea or New
Jersey." (N. J. Archives, i ser. i : 9-14; Brodhead 2 : 82.)
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122. 1665. The lotli of Feb. 1665, was signed and published a

document called " The Concessions and Agreement of the Lords

Propriators of the Province of New Cesarea or New Jersey." At

the same time Capt. Philip Carteret, a cousin of Sir George Car-

teret, was commissioned as Governor, and received his instructions

from the Proprietors. Governor Carteret arrived at New York

on the 29th of July, 1665. He chose, as a seat of Government,

a spot on the north bank of " the Kill," where four families had

already been settled under authority of Nicolls, and named it

Elizabethtown. (Brodhead 2 : 83-86, with numerous references

;

N. J. Archives, i ser. i : 20-28.)

123. Almost the first step taken by Nicolls after his arrival, was to

create from the English portion of the Province of New York,

consisting of Long Island, Staten Island, and Westchester County,

the Shire of Yorkshire, dividing it into three districts, or " rid-

ings." (Col. Laws N. Y. i. Historical Note, p. xi; Brodhead 2:

63.)

For the laws of the province see Duke of York's Laws, 1665-

75. (Col. Laws N. Y. i, p. 6; N. Y. Hist. Soc. Coll. i ser. v. i,

1809.)

124. 1667. " A warrant from the Governo"" to the Inhabit*^ of Staten

Island, empowering them to chuse civill officers. Whereas Mr,
Nicholas Stillwell by y® Mayo'" pt of yo"" Inhabit*^ beene elected

Constable of yo^ Towne I have this day confirmed him in y® s*^

office for this ensueing yeare : You are hereby likewise appointed

and authorized to chuse out of yo'" plantacon, two good and suffi-

cient men to be Overseers, to whom y® Constable may administer

their oath, who with the said Constable shall have power to decide

and determine all matters of debt & difference betweene you or

any of you arising, under y® value of five pounds & for what shall

bee above the s'^ sume, you are to have recourse to y® Sessions at

Gravesend upon Long Island, & in all other matters you are to

bee guided according to the Rules prescribed in the Lawes for the

Townes within this Governm^ Given under my hand at fTort

James in N. Y., this 7th day of Sept. 1667. R. Nicolls. To the

Inhabit*^ of the plantacon upon Staten Island." (Col. Doc. 13:

415-)
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125. Nov. 3rd, 1667 an order was issued, levying taxes for the Ses-

sions house in the West Riding of Yorkshire to be built at Grave-

send. (Col. Doc. 14: 603.)

126. 1668. On 19th of Feb. 1668, Gov. Nicolls issued "The Gov-
erno""^ WarrS sent to y« Constable and Overseers of each Towne
in y« West Riding, About y« Payment of their Proportions to-

wards y® Sessions House.

£.- s. d.

Gravesend 16 04 05

New Towne 26 02 31^

Bushwick 05 II 2Y2
Amesford 13 19 yy^
Bruycklyn 15 03 1

1

fiflat Bush 19 03 08

New Utricht 07

Staten Island 06 14 iqI/^ "

no GO GO

(Col. Doc. 14: 604, 605.)

127. 1685. Governor Dongan to Earl of Perth: "Your agents
have dispersed printed papers, to y^ disturbance of y® inhabi-
tants of Staten Island, It hath been in the possion of his

R" High^^ above 2g years (except y^ little time y« Dutch had
it), purchased be Governour Lovelace from y^ Indyans, in y^ time
of S"" George Carteret, without any p^'tences 'till y'" agents made
claime to it, it is peopled with above two Hundred ffamilyes. . . .

N. York, ffebruary y« 13th, 1685. Tho : Dongan."
(Col. Doc. 3: 354.)

128. 1877. " In 1668 the Island ' was adjudged to belong to New
York' because one of the outlets of Hudson River ran around
the Island. . . . The Duke of York himself appears to have had
his doubts about the matter, for it is said that when this question

of jurisdiction was first agitated, he decided that all islands lying

in the river, or harbor, which could be circumnavigated in twenty-
four hours, should remain in his jurisdiction, otherwise to New
Jersey.

Christopher Billop, being then in the harbor in command of a

small ship called the Bentley, which it is also said he owned, un-
dertook the task of sailing around the Island, and accompHshed it
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within twenty-four hours, thus securing it to the Duke, who, in

gratitude for the service rendered him, bestowed upon Billop a

tract of 1163 acres of land in the extreme southern part of the

Island, which was called the 'Manor of Bentley.'" (Clute 47-

48. See also Morris i : 85, 136, 137.)

Clute as a preface to this story, stated (p. 47), "we shall be

under the necessity of mingling, in some measure, tradition with

legitimate history." How the story originated is not known.

It has been repeated and amplified in later histories, but nothing

is given to show what basis it rests on.

129. 1909. For numerous documents in the above matter see Proc.

Staten Is. Assoc. 3 : 37-48. Oct.-Dec. 1909. (The Disputed

Claim of the Proprietors of East Jersey to Staten Island, by Ed-

ward C. Delavan, Jr.)

VII. courthouse erected at stony brook

1683. Court house erected at Stony Brook (county seat)

is the inscription on the tablet.

"1683. Stony Brook made County Seat until 1729." "First

County Court House, erected at Stony Brook." " Organization

of Richmond County," were selected and approved by the com-

mittee of 1906 as printed in Proc. Staten Is. Assoc, i : 83. Oct.-

Dec. 1906.

130. 1683. "AN ACT to divide this province & dependences into

shires and Countyes. (Passed, Nov. ist, 1683.) Having taken

into Consideracon the necessity of dividing the Province into Re-
spective Countys for the better governing and settling Courts in

the same. Bee it enacted by the Governor Councell and Represen-

tatives, and by the Authority of the same, Thatt the said province

be divided into twelve countys as followeth. . . .

The County of Richmond to conteyne all Staten Island Shut-

ters Island, and the Islands of Meadow on the West side there-

of. . .
." (Col. Laws N. Y. i: 121.)

131. "AN ACT to settle Courts of Justice. (Passed Nov. i, 1683.)

, . . That in Every Towne in and throughout this province there

be one Court held monthly and Every month throughout the yeare
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on the first Wednesday in the month for the hearing and deter-

mining of small causes :

"— (decision by 3 persons) . Court of Ses-

sions shall he held " ffor the County of Richmond the first tuesday

in March and the first tuesday in September." Court of Oyer and
Terminer " ft'or the county of Richmond the third Wednesday in

October." (Col. Laws N. Y. i : 125-127.)

Title page of Liber B in office of clerk of the County of Rich-

mond. " The Book of Records for the County of Richmond,

cominc*^ March ist, 1683." There is a volume of court records

marked "Records 1680-1760 Richmond Co."; but so far as can

be ascertained Liber B is the first volume of deeds.

1696. William III Rex. to Nathaniel Brittaine, Patent Dated

25th June 1696 for 100 acres. Bounded N & W by vacant land,

East by the Highway [New Dorp Lane]. (Record of Patents 7:

39.) This vacant land to the west appears to be at Stony Brook

or in its immediate neighborhood.

1702. Anne Regina, to Joseph Billop and Abraham Lakeman

Patent, Dated 30th June, 1702. Grants Parcel of land lying in

the New Dorp (at or near Stony Brook). (Record of Patents 7 :

206.)

1704. " Confirmed by the Queen, May 20th, 1708. A Bill for

the better Laying out Regulating Clearing and Preserving Pub-

lick, Comon Highways in this Colony and for the Erecting and

Building a County Jaile and County House in the County of

Richmond. (Passed June 27th, 1704.)

. . . And whereas there is wanting in the said County of Rich-

mond a County Jaile and County House which the Inhabitants

thereof are not enabled by a particular law to Assess Levy & Col-

lect money for the building & Erecting the same. . .
." (Col.

Laws N. Y. 1 : 573-4.)

1705. 23rd March, 1704/5. Record of laying out of "Road

from Curkold Towne to ye fferry " " in a Streight Line to Stoney

Brook and over the Said Brook along the old way to the fferry or

the watering place." (Records 1680-1760, Richmond County,

Stillwell 1 : 54.)

1706. Property immediately west of Stony Brook was con-

veyed by deed of Samuel Van Pelt, dated 29th Aug. 1706, to



56 Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

Alexander Stuart "inholder" who was appointed County Clerk

in 1708. (Liber B Deeds p. 562; Werner 540.)

138. 1708. Portion of record of laying out of Amboy Road, en-

dorsed :
" This is the maine or High Road from the watering

place to Billopps ag/t Amboey."
" The/e following In/truments was Recorded for the Commi/-

sioners of y® High Wayes, October the 2,f-^, 1708.

Begining at ye fferry by the watering place from thence along

as the Road hath been Some years u/ed, to Stony Brook, and
over the /d. brook between Han/s Lowrences, ffence and the

/wamp /o along between Stuarts ffence and /d Swamp to the

Corner of /d Stuarts ffence, then running to the left hand etc.

. .
." (Records 1680-1760 Richmond County p. 107; Stillwell

1:52.)

139. 1717. In the Book of Records of the Court of Sessions the

earhest mention of the Court being held at " Richmond town " is

dated Sept. 2nd, 1729. The first mention of its being held at

Stony Brook is March 5th, 1717. (Anthon, Book A, p. 4.)

140. 1723. " At a Court of Sessions held in the Court House at Stony

Brook, on the 5th day of March, in the ninth of his Majestys'

reign (1723) Benjamin Bill, Eq"". high Sheriffe of the County

of Richmond Complains to the Court of the Insufficiency of his

majesty Goal" etc. (Clute 167.)

141. 1851. Saturday Evg. Sept. 14th, 185 1. Judge Metcalfe says

there is an entry at Richmond which he thinks he has seen by

which record is made of the transfer of the Court House from

Stony Brook to Cuckold's Town. (Anthon Notes, made in 1850-1,

p. 71.)

142. 1877. Stony Brook was recognized as the County seat. (Clute

166; Morris i : 113.)

The precise date of the removal of the county seat from Stony

Brook to Richmond cannot now be ascertained. There is a record

of a court held in the courthouse, at Stony Brook on the 5th

day of September, in the second year of the reign of George II

—

1728. On the 6th day of March, 1729, a court was held in the

courthouse at Richmond town. (Clute 459.)
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VIII. COUNTY seat CHANGED TO RICHMOND AND SECOND

COURTHOUSE BUILT

1729. County seat changed to Richmond and second court house
built

is the inscription on the tablet.

" 1728. Erection of second Court House at Richmond," and

" 1729. County Seat removed to Richmond," were selected and

approved by the committee of 1906 as printed in Proc. Staten

Is. Assoc. 1 : 83. Oct.-Dec. 1906.

1704. CHAPTER 144 Laws of 1704. Confirmed by the

Queen May 20th, 1708.

" A Bill for the better Laying out Regulating Clearing and Pre-

serving Publick, Comon Highways in this Colony and for the

Erecting and Building a County Jaile and County House in the

County of Richmond. (Passed June 27th, 1704.)

. . . And whereas there is wanting in the said County of Rich-

mond a County Jaile and County House which the Inhabitants

thereof are not Enabled by a particular Law to Assess Levy &
Collect money for the building & Erecting the same. Be it fur-

ther Enacted by the Authority aforesaid that the Justices of the

Peace for the said County or the Major Part of them at their

Quarter Sessions or otherways shall have full power to order Di-

rect and appoint under their hands the Building & Erecting Such

County Jaile & County House aforesaid on Such Convenient place

or places neer the middle of the said County (saveing the Prop-

erty of others) & to Calculate, Settle, agree. Estimate & Examine
the Charge of Such Erections & buildi'ngs hereinbefore menconed

which said Calculacon & Estimate of the Charges Provided the

Same do not Exceed the Sum of Two hundred pounds shall be

Delivered with a Warrant under the hands of the Justices into the

respective Assessors of each Division of the said County who shall

equally, Justly & Impartially Rate & Assess the ffreeholders &
Inhabitants of the Said County. . . . (Col. Laws N. Y. i : 573,

574-)
" Ellius Duxbury Joseph Billopp, Daniel Locke Ephraim Tayler

and Abraham Lakeman, five of Her Maje/ties Ju/tices of the

peace for the County of Richmond being met togather on the

Eighteenth Day of September & in the Third year of the Reign
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of our Sovereinge Lady Anne over England Scotland france and
Ireland Queene Defender of the faith & Anno Dom- 1704 and

by the Majority of Votes made Choice of Lambert Garri/on

Sheriff Jaques Pollion Gen* and Antony Tyse yeomen for to

Looke for the mo/t Convenient place in the Center of the Said

County to build and Erect an Edifice on" [ends here]. (Rec-

ords 1680-1700 Richmond County; Stillwell i: 52.)

145. 1707. January The 28'^ 1706-7. "Att a meeting of the

Ju/tices hereunder named and haveing under there con/idera-

tion of building a towne house and pre/on according to Act of

A/sembly it is hereby ordred that the said Towne hou/e and
pre/on According to the Said Act be built at the head of the

fresh Kill upon the Land of M"". Rezoe and Lues Deboys pro-

vided mr. Rezoe and Lues Deboys do performe a promi/e they

made by them of Giveing and Convaying the Ground prom-
i/ed by them before three of us for the use of a Town hou/e and
Pre/on for the use of the County forever.

Ellis Duxbury
Joseph Billopp

John Stillwell

his

Abraham A Lakeman"
mark

(Record 1 680-1 760 Richmond Co. Stillwell i : 42.)

146. 1710. In 1710 the prison was built at " Cuckols towne " (Rich-

mond) by order of the Court, as follows:

—

" Ordered that Mr. Lambart Garisone and Mr. Wm. Tillyer

(the late and then present Sheriff) See the prison House built at

Cuckols Towne—^y^ Dimensions Twelve foot in breadth, fourteen

foot Long, Two story high, six foot y® Loer Room from beam to

plank, and the upper Story Six foot, all to be built with stone,

and for building of the sd prison the Said Undertakers have hereby
power To take the Monys out of the Collectors hands for carying
on the sd work & the order of y® sd. Undertakers and Receipts

shall be a Sufficient discharge to y® sd. Collectors." (Clute 168;
Morris 2 : 177.)

147. 1728. "An Act to Enable the Justices of the peace in the

County of Richmond to build a County House and a New Goal in

the said County. (Passed September 20, 1728.)

Whereas in and by vertue of an Act of General Assembly En-
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tituled an Act for the better laying out regulating clearing and
preserving publick comon High Ways in this Colony and for the

Erecting and building a County Goal and County House in the

County of Richmond passed in the Third Year of Queen Anne it

was amongst other things Enacted that the Justices of the peace
of the Said County Should build a County Goal which said Goal
being built Accordingly is now in Such a Condition that it is

highly necessary to build a new one and Some Doubts and
Scruples being made whether the same can be done and money
raised for that and other purposes mentioned in the Act Afore-
said,

BE it ENACTED . . . that the Justices of the peace of the

Said County or the Major part of them Shall be and hereby are
fully Authorized and Impowered to raise within the Said County
a Sum of mony not exceeding the Sum of Two Hundred pound
for the building of a Goal & County House if the Major part of
the JUSTICES of the peace of the Said County Shall think it

necessary. . . , (Col, Laws N. Y. 2 : 467, 468.)

148. 1729. March the 22**^ day, 1728/9. . . . "beginning by the
Gole or gaile at Richmond town /o Running north /ide of a Cer-
tain pond In the /aid town and from thence Ea/terly. ... [in

place of] the Rode that now Runs one the /outh /ide of the above
/aid pond that Leads from Richmond town to /toney Brook for-

merly Laid out by Mr. Joseph billopp Jaquas pillion & nicholas
Manning" . . . (Record 1 680-1 760 Richmond County; Stillwell

I
:^ 44.)

149. " The precise date of the removal of the county seat from Stony
Brook to Richmond cannot now be ascertained. There is 1

record of a court held in the court-house, at Stony Brook on the

5th day of September, in the second year of the reign of George
II—1728. On the 6th day of March, 1729, a court was held in

the court-house at Richmond Town." (Clute 459.)
150. "The eariiest mention of the Court of sessions being held in

Richmond is dated Sept. 2, 1729." (Morris i : 80.)

151. "In the Book of Records of the Court of Sessions the earHest

mention of the Court being held at 'Richmond town' is dated

Sept. 2nd, 1729. The First mention of its being held at Stony
Brook is March 5th, 1717." (Anthon, Book A, p. 4.)

152. I74I. " An Act to Enable the Justices of the Peace in the Col-

ony of Richmond to Finish and Compleat their Court House.
(Passed Nov. 7th, 1741.)
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. . . Said Sum of Two Hundred pounds, has not been Suffi-

cient to Finish and Compleat the Said Court House ... a Sum
not Exceeding the Sum of Twenty Pounds . . . Shall be Raised

... to be applyed for the use before Mentioned." (Col. Laws
N. Y. 3: 167, 168.)

153- 1768. Mathias Swame to John Hillyer Jun. Nicholas Depuy,

Richard Connor and Anthony Fountain Supervisors, conveys on

the 15th day of July 1768 for the use and in behalf of the said

County of Richmond for the privilege of the Court House Goal

and Coaler's House now standing or to be put thereon. All that

certain parcel of land situate at Richmond town. Beginning at the

S. W. corner of Court House as it now stands—including 24 feet

or thereabouts — heretofore granted by Richard Cole or William

Tillyer to the sd County of Richmond for the use of settling a

Court House. (Liber D Deeds p. 618.)

154 1851. "Saturday Evg. Sept. 14, 1851. Judge Metcalfe says

there is an entry at Richmond which he thinks he has seen by
which record is made of the transfer of the Court House from
Stony Brook to Cuckold's Town." (Anthon p. 71.)

IX. REBUILDING OF BRITISH FORTS BY THE AMERICANS

1812. Rebuilding of British Forts by the Americans

is the inscription on the tablet.

Extracts from Wilson's Memorial History of the City of New
York and from Military Papers of Daniel D. Tompkins, Gov-

ernor of New York 1807-1817.

155. 1807. "In 1807 the City was defenceless, the Narrows and

the Hell Gate passage being without a fortification. In the spring

of that year, the general government, alarmed at the drift of our

foreign relations, began a systematic work of harbor fortification."

(Wilson 3: 284.)

156 The History of Early Fortifications around New York City is

given in Tompkins i : 55-78.

157. 1808. Governor Tompkins was active in the matter of forti-

fication at the Narrows. His letter of May 12, 1808, to Col. Jona,

Williams favors works between Hendrick's Reef, and Signal Hill

on Staten Island. (Tompkins 2: 78.)
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158. Col. Williams furnished a comprehensive plan for the defenses

at the Narrows dated Oct. 21st, 1808. (Tompkins 2: 138.)

On the 4th of November, 1808, Governor Tompkins resolved to

proceed on the above plan, and Nov. 17th, 1808, wrote to the For-

tification commission which had been appointed, as to carrying

out the work. (Tompkins 2 : 161.)

159. 1809. Albany 21st Jan. 1809, " Pursuant to a law of this State

appropriating $100,000 for fortifying the port and harbor of New
York, operations have been begun at and near Signal Hill, on

Staten Island." (Tompkins 2: 185.)

160. 1810. The commissioners of fortifications, and Col. Williams,

file their reports with the Governor, Feb. 6th, 18 10. Col. Williams

describes Fort Richmond and says Fort Tompkins is just begun.

(Tompkins 2 : 242-249.)

t6i. 1812. June 19th, 1812, Declaration of War by the United

States. (Wilson 3: 237.)

162. 1813. July 2nd, A blockade of this port was instituted by the

British. (Wilson 3 : 275.)

163. 1814. Jan. 24th, 1814. " The defences at Staten Island now

consist of Ft. Hudson, mounting forty-three twenty four pound-

ers, Ft. Richmond, mounting 27 thirty two pounders, Fort Tomp-

kins, mounting fourteen Cannon. Redoubt and Block House,

mounting four eighteens. And a small battery to the south of Fort

Tompkins, 9-24S, Making in the whole ninety seven cannon."

Ft. Tompkins, cost estimated at $100,000. An appropriation of

$50,000 recommended for the year. Dewitt Clinton to Gov.

Tompkins. (Tompkins 3: 436.)

164. Sept. 23"^, 1814. " The main work at Staten Island, Fort Tomp-

kins) being the principal object of the appropriation of the Legis-

lature, has of course engaged our unremitting attention." (Tomp-

kins 3: 533.)

165. May 28th, 1814, and Sept. 24th, 1814. Reports of Col. Wil-

liams, and Gen. Swift, on Staten Island fortifications. (Tomp-

kins 3: 472-478.)

166. The works at the Narrows were far from complete. Cot
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Jonathan Williams engineer in charge had changed the original

plans, Fort Hudson was then completed. Fort Richmond nearly

so, and another battery was contemplated in the rear of botK

(Tompkins i : y6.)

167. Dec. 25th, 1814. Treaty of Peace was signed between the

United States and Great Britain. (Wilson 3 : 290.)

108. "From 1808 to 1816 The State of New York appropriated

$272,000 for the fortifications on Staten Island and the defence of

the port of New York. The report of the Secretary of War in

1818, shows that the only work now progressing in New York is

Fort Lafayette, at the Narrows upon Hendricks Reef ; will mount

96 cannon and cost $275,000." (Tompkins i : yy.)

The works at the Narrows were considered the outer line of

defense, and of less importance than those near the city. The

United States Government was active in building the latter, but

left the works at the Narrows to be constructed by the State.

The location of the forts constructed 1808-18 16, is well shown on

map of New York Harbor, by the U. S. Coast Survey, 1845, !"•

the Association's collection.
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1. Proceedings of the Natural Science Association of Staten Island

These Proceedings were printed in octavo numbers, partly in leaflet and
partly in pamphlet form, from November lo, 1883, to Jinie 3, 1905, and
are included in nine volumes, separately indexed.

They may be obtained by members and patrons at $1.50 per volume. To
others the price per volume is $3.00.

Single numbers of back volumes may be obtained at 10 cts. each, except
the following, for which a uniform price of 50 cts. each will be charged

:

Special No. 21, Vol. V, No. 5, March 14, 1896, " Staten Island Names.
Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph., p. 56, and
map by Chas. W. Leng.

Special No. 22, Vol. VIT, No. 15, March 10, 1900. "Colonel Francis
Lovelace and His Plantations on Staten Island." Edward C. Delavan, Jr.

Pamph., p. Z2, Pl- 1-4-

Special No. 23, Vol. VIII, No. 25, October 1903, " Supplement to Staten

Island Names, Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph.,
p. 22 and map.
Only a limited number of complete sets of the older volumes is now

in stock, and orders for these will be filled in the order of application.

The right is reserved to withdraw any part or numbers from sale at any
time.

2. Proceedings of the Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

These Proceedings are printed in octavo parts, four parts to a volume.
They contain the business and scientific records of the meetings of the

Association and are sent free to all patrons and to all members in good
standing.

By resolution of the Association all members and patrons may obtain

back parts at 25 cts. or back volumes at $1.00. To others the price is 50
cts. per part or $2.00 per volume, for both current and back issues.

Volume I, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, June 1905-May 1907, p. 1-136. pl. 1-3.

Volume II, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1907-May 1909, p. 1-251.

Volume III, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains
Parts i-iv, October 1909-May 191 1, p. 1-216.

Volume IV, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains
Parts i-iv, October 1911-May 1913, p. 1-148, pl. i, 2.

Volume V, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts I-IV^ October 1913-May 1915, p. 1-15S, pi i-7-

The Act of Incorporation, Constitution and By-Laws, etc. (pamph. Svo,

p. i-xxv, 1906) and the special " Memorial Number," issued in commemo-
ration of the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the organization of the

Natural Science Association of Staten Island (pamph., Svo, p. i-xxxvii,

1907), will be sent free on application.

3. The Museum Bulletin

Monthly octavo leaflets, containing official notices of meetings of the
Association and sections, important items of business transacted by the

Board of Trustees, and descriptive items concerning the museum exhibits

and activities. Begun in August 1908. Current numbers sent free on
application. Back numbers 2 cents each.

- Checks ^ould be rpade payable to the Staten Island Association of Arts
and Sciences, and all remittances and communications addressed to

The Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences,

New Brighton, N. Y.
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Proc. Staten Is. Assoc. Vol. 6, Plate i

Fig. I. Grasses at the southwest end of the partly drained lake bottom

Ftg. 2. Typha latifolia at the northeast margin of the water

HoLLiCK : Silver Lake Basin

Photographs by H. H. Cleaves
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Additional Notes on the Botany of the Silver Lake Basin^

Arthur Hollick

(with plate i)

At our meeting of October 17, 1914, I described and discussed

the general characters of the vegetation that had taken possession

of the drained bottom of Silver Lake during the first year of its

exposure as a land area. (See Proc. Staten Is. Assoc. 5: 60-

65, pi. 2-5). On October 14 of this year another series of

botanical specimens was collected in order to determine what

species had continued to exist and what new ones had become

established during the second year of exposure and desiccation

of the old lake bottom silt.

The species noted as most abundant last year—especially the

sedges, low grasses, and herbaceous plants common in the im-

mediate vicinity—have largely disappeared, and in their place is

a more extensive growth of the larger, coarser species of grasses,

such as Echinochloa Crus-gaUi (L.) Beauv. and Panicum dicho-

tomiflorum Michx., and two interesting newcomers, Andropogon

Virginicus L. and Phragmites Phragmites (L.) Karst. (pl. i,

/. 7). The former is, with us, mostly a dry-ground species and

the latter has not been recorded heretofore from north of the

1 Presented at the meeting of the Association October 15, 1915.
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serpentine ridge, the nearest station being at Oakwood, several

miles distant. Around the margin of the pool of water which yet

remains in the deepest part of the basin a dense stand of Typha

latifolia L. has become established (pl. i, /. 2), all the fertile

spikes of which are deeply constricted above the middle. I have

previously seen this character in isolated specimens but never

before as a prevailing feature of the species. This stand prob-

ably originated from seed blown from the few plants growing at

the upper end of the Clove valley. A number of seedlings of

Salix nigra falcata (Pursh) Torr. have also found a soil that

evidently suits them there, and their origin is somewhat problem-

atic, inasmuch as this variety has not heretofore been reported

from Staten Island and the species is not known elsewhere in the

vicinity.

As an ecological subject of study Silver Lake basin has proved

to be of considerable interest. The ground exposed by the drain-

ing of the lake is virgin soil, so far as terrestrial and semiaquatic

vegetation is concerned, and the fact is significant that several

species new to our local flora, and others previously unknown, in

the vicinity, immediately established themselves there. Appar-

ently these plants had not heretofore found suitable soil condi-

tions in any of the adjacent marshy areas, or else these areas were

too densely populated by other species better able to prevail in the

struggle for exiistence. It would be interesting to note what the

dominant floral elements would be after a lapse of several years

;

but it is doubtful if existing conditions will continue through

another season.

In order to obtain an adequate idea of the change that has

taken place in the flora during the past year the views selected to

illustrate this paper may be compared with certain of those used

to illustrate the first paper on the locality, previously mentioned.

Thus, figure i of plate i represents the present appearance of

the same portion of the lake basin as is shown in figure i, plate

2, volume 5, and figure 2 of plate i represents almost identically

the same point of view as figure 2, plate 2, volume 5.



Housman's Cave^

Arthur Hollick

(Photograph by H. H. Cleaves)

In the sloping hillside facing Richmond Turnpike near the

junction of Little Clove Road is Staten Island's only remaining

cave. The hill, some thirty or forty years ago, was beautifully

wooded with large beech and oak trees and the finest grove of

white pines on the island. A thick growth of underbrush

screened the entrance to the cave and it could not be seen until the

searcher had made his way through the protecting screen and was

in its immediate vicinity. Most of the trees have died during

1 Presented at the meeting of the Association October 15, 1915.
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recent years or have been cut down, and fires have destroyed

nearly all of the underbrush; but even now the entrance is not

conspicuous and would be likely to escape the attention of any

casual observer a short distance away.

It has been a matter of surprise to me to learn that so many of

our residents are apparently unaware of its existence, and as it is

almost certain to be destroyed before very long I have thought it

advisable that the attention of our members should be called to it

and an illustrated record be prepared for our Proceedings.

At the meeting of the Association on October lo, 1903, Mr.

William T. Davis read a paper on Staten Island Caves,- in which

he says "this cave is not a natural one; but according to local

history it and some other holes in the hillside were dug, shortly

after the Revolution, by Housman and his negro servant in their

search for gold." What Housman's given name may have been I

have not been able to find any record. Clute, in his Annals of

Staten Island (p. 121), refers to him as "a young man named

Housman [who] resided in the vicintiy of the Four Corners,"

and says (p. 122): "This same Housman, in after years, con-

ceived the idea that there was great mineral wealth in the hills

about the Four Corners, and with the aid of a negro commenced

mining operations in the side of the hill, in what is called ' Don-

gan's wood ' . . . the excavation which he made in the solid rock

. . . may be seen at the present day." Anthon's notes on the

history of Staten Island, according to information kindly fur-

nished me by Mr. C. G. Hine, likewise contain merely a very

vague reference. Mr. Hine's memorandum is as follows :
" All

Anthon says is ' on the property lately belonging tO' Walter

Dongan is a cave. The grandfather of the present Housman

dug it to get gold after a dream.' That is all he has to say. At

another point he speaks of talking with Isaac Housman who, I

think, was living in the Black Horse Tavern at the time (1853).

This may be ' the present Housman
'

; but this is a mere guess."

That is all that I have been able to ascertain in regard to the

origin of the cave.

2 Proc. Staten Is. Assoc. 8 : 67. October 10, 1903.
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The hill is composed of soapstone or serpentinoid rock and

where the cave is located the jointing is strikingly conspicuous.

Evidently excavation was made comparatively easy by taking ad-

vantage of this natural feature and as a result the sides and roof

present even surfaces with sharply defined comers where the joint

planes intersect, giving the appearance of having been carefully

cut or blocked out. The rock is somewhat more dense and dark

in color than is characteristic of the surface rock in general

throughout the region, but otherwise it is no different in its char-

acters, and there is no apparent reason why this particular outcrop

should have been selected as possibly gold-bearing.



The First Business Directory of Staten Island^

Ira K. Morris

During the busy years, back in the eighties and nineties, when

I was giving much time to the gathering of material for a history

of Staten Island, one of the kindest friends I met with was coun-

selor David J. H. Willcox, of New Brighton. No one could

have taken a more earnest interest in my work than he, and in

various ways be aided me. Among my most valued treasures in

the line of relics are those which came from his kindly hand, and

one of these is a copy of the first edition of Staten Island's first

business directory, which was issued in September 1862.^ It is a

small pamphlet, almost a vestpocket edition in size, of thirty-two

pages. The first page bears the caption To the Public and the

following text

:

" Believing that such a little book as this would be found useful

to the residents of Richmond County, I am bold enough to pub-

lish it ; and if it should prove so, I shall feel fully compensated for

my labor. To the advertisers who have so hberally aided me,

bearing most of the expense, I return my thanks, and hope that the

public will make good the outlay by increased patronage.

" I am much indebted to Messrs. George J. Greenfield, Frank

W. Conner, and. the several Town Clerks for their valuable

assistance and the uniform^ kindness they have shown me.

" I propose to issue another edition after the County Election,

and shall continue to do so from time to time, as the alteration of

the time tables, &c., &c., may make necessary. I shall use every

exertion to make this a valuable advertising medium, and shall

endeavor to make the contents reliable and interesting. I shall

feel grateful for the correction of any errors that may appear."

Yours, very respectfully,

Castleton, S. I., Sept., 1862. Henry E. Tudor.

Office, 44 Ann Street, New York.

1 Presented at the meeting of the Association November 20, 1915.

2 Richmond County
|
Register

|
First Edition

|

Please Preserve This for

Reference
|
New York

|
Henry E. Tudor, Publisher

|

No. 44 Ann Street.

72



Morris: First Business Directory of Staten Island 73

Three pages are occupied by A Short Sketch of Richmond

County, from which I quote verbatim as follows

:

" The first mention we have of our beautiful Island, is made
by Hendrich Hudson, in his account of his memorable voyage, on

which he discovered New York Bay and the noble Hudson. The

part of the account relating to Staten Island, or Staaten Eylandt,

as it was afterward named, is meagre indeed. That it was first

seen on the 3d day of September, 1609; that it was inhabited by

a tribe of Indians, (Mohicans,) and that Seals were numerous

at the back of the Island, is about all that we can learn from his

account.

" Robins' Reef, off the North-Eastern point of the Island, was

a favorite resort of these animals, and derives its name from the

fact. It was originally called ' Robyns' Rift,' meaning the Seal's

place

—

Robyn being the name used for Seal.

" Staten Island was first purchased from its Indian inhabitants

for Michael Paun [Pauw], one of the Directors of the West

India Company, together with an extensive tract in Bergen

County, New Jersey, by deed dated August loth, 1620, and the

whole tract received the name of Pavonia. It was called by its

Indian owners Aquehioneja, Manackoug or Eghqiiaoiis, which,

translated, means the place of Bad Woods, referring, probably to

the character of its original inhabitants. It was a very desirable

spot with the primitive Dutch settlers, and the Indians, who seem

never to have considered that they lost the right of possession by

sale, were always willing to convey for a consideration. They

resold the Island in June, (19th,) 1642, to Cornehus Melyn, a

Dutch Burgomaster, and subsequently, in 1657, to Baron Van

Cappelan. Both of these proprietors made improvements ; but

the colony founded by the latter was broken up by the Indians

from the Raritan, who murdered and dispersed his people.

Melyn stibsequently obtained the exclusive title, and claimed to be

independent of New Amsterdam. He is mentioned as having

given Governor Stuyvesant much trouble. On the 14th day of

June, 1659, he conveyed his rights to the Company. This Island
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was again purchased from the Indians by Governor Lovelace,

April i8th, 1670, and, from this date, the progress of the colony

became uninterrupted and permanent.

" Richmond is an original County, and was organized Novem-

ber 1st, 1683, and divided into four towns, all of which were or-

ganized March 7th, 1688. It comprises Staten Island, Shooter's

Island, and all the Islands of meadow on the West side of Staten

Island. . . . The Island is based upon primitive rock, which

rises in the centre into a ridge, with a breadth ranging from one

to two miles, and running longitudinally through the Island.

These hills afford varying and delightful prospects. From their

summits may be seen on a clear day the ever growing city, with

its forest of masts and glistening spires ; the broad Bay, studded

with Islands and whitened with the canvas of coimtless ships and

myriads of steamboats ; Long Island with its swelling hills and

richly cultivated farms ; the shining beach of Coney Island ; the

coast of New Jersey, in a circular sweep of 40 miles, from Paulus

Hook to the Nevesink Hills, with Sandy Hook, and last, the

wide Atlantic opening between the Hook and Long Island. All

combine and form a view unrivaled in beauty, which it is im-

possible to describe, but must be seen to be appreciated.

" Building sites on these hills are held and sold at what seeni

extraordinary prices, and are being rapidly built upon. In fact,

the North-Eastern side of the Island is one perfect garden,

abounding with elegant residences, and delightful drives. Among
the latter the Serpentine and Ocean Terrace are justly favorites.

"The ponds, wells and springs of the Island contain a soft

water, holding no lime in solution. The Island contains some

thirty thousand inhabitants, and within its small limits has over

thirty churches of various denominations, each having a regular

pastor."

Each of the five townships in the county also receive brief

descriptive mention, as for instance

:

" Castleton. Located in the North-Eastern part of the Island,
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contains the villages of New Brighton, ElHottville, [Livingston]

and Factoryville. [West New Brighton.] . . . The Pettier

Hotel [subsequently St. Marks and later Castleton] and the

Pavilion are large and fashionable establishments, usually well

patronized during the summer months. . . . The dyeing business

is extensively carried on in this town.

" MiDDLETOWN. This towu, formed in i860 from Castleton and

Southfield, contains the villages of Stapleton, Egbertville, Center-

ville [Castleton Four Corners] and part of Tompkinsville. . . .

The land lies very high towards the North-East part of the town-

ship; the hill directly back of Tompkinsville attains an elevation

of 310 feet. The mansion of the late Governor Tompkins is

situated on this hill. The ' Richmond County Gazette ' and the

* Staten Islander,' weekly papers, are published in this town.

" Chfton Park, Silver Lake, and Constant's [Eckstein's]

Brewery are favorite places of resort for thirsty excursionists.

" NoRTHFiELD, locatcd in the North-Western part of the Island,

has some good farming land, but toward the West consists of

broad marshes. ... It contains the villages of Port Richmond,

Mariners Harbor, Graniteville, Chelsea, Long Neck and Spring-

ville. The manufacture of steel and white lead are carried on in

this town. The oyster business also, furnishes employment to

many of the inhabitants.

" The Excelsior Pouderette Company have extensive works at

Long Neck in this town.

" The excellent ferry accommodations furnished the residents of

the North Shore by the new 'People's Line,' affording them

almost hourly communication with the City, at a reduced fare,

has been of great benefit to this part of the Island.

" Southfield, on the South-East part of the Island . . . con-

tains the villages of Clifton, New Dorp, and a part of the County

Seat of Richmond. This latter village lies partly in three towns.

... An association of gentlemen have extensive grounds in this

town, containing a Race Course, Club House, &c. Cedar Grove,

on the shore, was formerly a resort for pleasure parties for bath-

ing, &c., but of late years has been but little frequented.
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" Westfield is located in the South-Western part of the Island.

. . . The principal villages are Tottenville at the extreme end of

the Island, on the Kills opposite Amboy, and connected with the

latter place by a ferry. It is the terminus of the Staten Island

Railroad, which has given quite an impetus to the growth of the

place. Biddle's Grove in this village is a favorite resort for

picnics, excursions, &c. Rossville, also on the Kills, about 4

miles North-East from Tottenville, contains many fine residences.

In certain parts of this town are unusually productive farms."

Lists are given of all the county and town officers, fire depart-

ment organizations, churches, attorneys and counsellors at law,

physicians, and post offices. Among the latter may be noted

North Shore in Castleton and South Side [Annadale] and Lemon

Creek [Pleasant Plains] in Westfield. The location of the North

Shore post office is not indicated ; but inasmuch as there was one

at New Brighton and others at Port Richmond and Mariner's

Harbor it was probably somewhere in between, at what is now

West New Brighton.

The timetables of the railroad, ferries, and stage lines are in-

teresting when read in, the light of our present transportation

facilities to and from and through the island.

The only steam road, the Staten Island Railroad, from Vander-

bilt Landing to Tottenville, maintained the following week days

schedule

:

"Leave Vanderhilt Landing on the arrival of the 7 and 9 A. M.

and I, 4 and 6 P. M. boats from New York.

"Leave Tottenville at 7.10 and 9 A. M. ; i, 3.50 and 5.50 P. M.,

connecting with the 8 and 10 A. M., and 4 and 6 P. M. boats for

New York."

Evidently there must have been very little passenger traffic on

Sundays, inasmuch as there was only one train each way in the

morning and two each way in the afternoon.

The east shore or Staten Island Railroad ferry (old line) ran

boats every hour each way, between Vanderbilt Landing, Staple-

ton and Tompkinsville and foot of Whitehall St., New York,
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from 6 a. m. to 7 p. m., and one boat from Port Richmond, which

made four trips on week days each way and three on Sundays.

The North Shore Staten Island Ferry Company served the

people of that region as follows: boats left Elm Park on week
days at 6.15, 9, and 10.30 a. m. ; 12.30, 2, 3.15, and 5 p. m.,

touching at Port Richmond, Factoryville, Snug Harbor, and New
Brighton. The return trips, from pier 18, North River, were at

7.45, 9.15, and II a. m. ; 12.30, 2, 4, 5, and 6.30 p. m. On
Sundays the trips were less frequent and Snug Harbor was not

a stopping place.

There is also a notice which says :
" The steamboat George Law

leaves New Brunswick every morning, except Sunday, at 6 A. M.,

touching at Totten's Dock and Rossville; and leaves New York,

foot of Robinson Street, North River, at 3 P. M."

Stage lines, long since things of the past, are scheduled as

follows

:

" Thompson's Stage leaves Hillyer's Corner, near Richmond,

at 6.40 A. M. and 3 P. M., passing through Springville, Bull's

Head, and Graniteville, to Port Richmond. Leaves dock of new

line, Port Richmond, at 10 A. M. and 5 P. M., on the arrival of

the 9 A. M. and 4 P. M. Boats from New York.

" Williams' Stages leave Richmond at 7.45 A. M. and 2.45

P. M. ; Vanderbilt Landing on the arrival of the 9 A. M. and 4

P. M. boats from New York."

Among the advertisers are some names that sound familiar to

many of us today, such as John Steers, "cabinetmaker and under-

taker"; Benedict Brothers, "importers and manufacturers of fine

watches, jewelry, and silverware;" Bodine Brothers, "dealers in

anthracite and bituminous coals, pine, oak and hickory wood,

timber, lumber, & all kinds of building materials
;

" George J.

Greenfield, " attorney and counsellor . . . Deutscher Advocat

. . . etc.
;

" but, most of them are indistinct memories only.

Among the latter may be mentioned George E. Greene, " dealer

in ice cream, fruits, confectionery, &c., Richmond Terrace one

door from Jersey St., New Brighton." who was the chef and
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caterer for the elite of Staten Island at that time
; J. W. Bassett,

" member of the London Pharmaceutical Society, &c.," with drug-

stores at Tompkinsville and New Brighton where " he has also on

hand a supply of stationery necessary for schools, such as copy-

books, slates, Faber and other pencils, drawing paper and board,

perforated card, camel hair pencils, and color boxes "
; the Rich-

mond County Collegiate Institute, Clifton, " for young ladies and

gentlemen, also boarding school for boys and girls. A. T. Deane,

Principal."



Extracts from the Letter-Book of Captain Alexander McDonald

of the Royal Highland Emigrants, 1775-1779^

Ira K. Morris

Captain Alexander McDonald was an old line officer of the

British Army, who came to this country with his command just

prior to the Revolution and settled on Staten Island, where he

pretended to own a farm.

On glancing over his Letter-Book, through the courtesy of

the New York Historical Society, we find him to be a very

strenuous Royalist, who uses the most bitter language about the

Americans, whom he delights to class as " Rebels." He was an

unreasonable extremist in whatever he said or did. Several times

he had the Continental army wiped off the face of the earth

—

theoretically.

The first letter we find in his book was addressed to General

Gage, in the summer of 1775. If, however, he was no better

soldier than grammarian, he certainly did very little harm to his

enemies. He suggests to General Gage that Staten Island would

furnish fresh provisions for his army. He goes on to tell how

easily the armed sloops of the British Navy, while on their way

from Sandy Hook to Albany, "Taking in Staten island, they

might Burn and Destroy Brunswick & amboy, for nothing can

cure the Madness that prevails all over America but the Severest

of usage."

On November 4, 1775, Captain McDonald writes to Walter and

Thomas Buchanan as follows

:

" Pray for god sake Let me know why the people of New York

and thereabouts has pronounced Sentence of death on me, is it

because I would not offer such violence to my honour and Con-

science as to falsify my oath of fidelity and allegiance and take

1 Presented in abstract at the meeting of the Association November 20,

19x5.
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up arms against a Master whom I have served for thirty years and

in a Cause of which I always entertained a bad Opinion and

always believed, and does not now, that it will terminate in the

destruction of the Authors of it, for which I am very sorry, they

should Merit the treatment I am afraid they will meet with, I

am not an Enemy to any individual upon Earth, nor have a Grudge

against any, and I dont wish to meet my friends or old acquaint-

ances in a place where they or I must fall, yet I am determined

to be true to the trust reposed in me, and discharge my duty with

honour or a Long as I Live and Whoever Criminal the friends

of the Congress may think this Conduct in me, why should an

innocent woman with her Children be troubled as my wife was

soon after my Coming away from Staten Island. A parcel of

fellows went to my house with more than Savage rudeness, rum-

maged the house as they pretended for arms, swore they would

have me dead or alive, and frightened her out of her Senses, by

whose order they went I am not able to Learn, but whoever ordered

them he is not a sound pollitician for I think he had better secure

my friendship than by this behavior making me a more Inveterate

Enemy than otherwise I might be. The affairs of America are

not far from being settled and it is as hard to know how Matters

will turn out, and upon the whole I think they might as well

make me a friend as force me to be a more inveterate enemy than

otherwise I should incline to. I'll Cut short and Say No more

on this Subject but that I wish to God a Mode of reconciliation

between Great Brittain & her Colonies Consistent with the dignity

and Grandeur of Great Brittain as well as the interest and happi-

ness of America—

"

Captain McDonald went with his command to Halifax, while

the wife and children remained on Staten Island. On March 28,

1776, he writes, calling her " My Barest Life." As near as I can

locate the farm it is now known as the Decker estate in the old

town of Northfield.

" I would wish that I had but you & the children along with

me," he writes, " and yet the fear of Exposing you to Eminent
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danger, and God knows what trouble forbids my incouraging you

to move from where you are, if you can but remain with any

degree of ease or Comfort, and more particularly as I have some

hopes of being able Coming to see you this Summer as I hope a

varst Number of troops will be Landed there as well as in a great

many other parts of America—but I shall Say nothing about

Polleticks—the deluded Americans will be Convinced of their

Error. Proposals are going to be made to them which if they

will Agree to, good and well, and if they refuse them, it is not only

Great Brittain but all europe that stands ready to Crush them

:

this they will not beheve 'til they find it's too Late—for gods sake

fail not to write often if you can find any Opportunity of putting

them aboard of the man of war."

After regretting his inability to have his wife and children with

him at Halifax, Captain McDonald adds: "Surely the people

[on Staten Island] has not got so barberously mad as to Molest

or hurt a poor innocent woman and still more Innocent poor

Children and Especially till they know how Matters are to be

settled in America. Should you form a Resolution of Coming

to me with the Children, I have given directions to the Command-

ing officer of His Majestys Ships in the harbor of New Yorke to

Send you all the assistance In his power, and procure you a passage

in any of his Majestys Ships that Should Come this way; it's to

be hoped you will be allowed to depart in peace and dispose of as

much of your Effects as you dont chuse to Carry along with You.

You may bring as much Corn, oats, wheat or flour. Gammons, &

fowls, of all Sorts as you can possibly get aboard. David &

Donald & Gilbert if he chuses shall Come along with You. all this

is only in Case you should Chuse to Come, but if you could live

happy and at peace where you are, I would Like it better as I

think it was best for you, for a Little time 'til I am able to know^

how Matters are Like to go. . . Kiss the Children for me and

with my best wishes and kind respects to all friends, I ever am

my Dearest Your affectionate Husband & most obedient Very

humble Servt."
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Writing from Halifax, April 24, 1776, to J. Ogilvie, presumably

on Staten Island, he adds

:

" I am at a Loss to know whether we shall have rank or half

pay—if we Shall not the Ministry will be guilty of the most bar-

borous Cruelty that ever was known. Especially to us who has

been Cumfortably Situated and Left our wives and Children to

the Mercy of a Merciless Enemy, and at the Risque of our Lives

flew to the defence and preservation of the honour intrest and

dignity of our King & Country. Should Such of us as Survives

these troubles be turned about their business, without rank or

half pay, after this Unnatural Rebellion is Quelled—might be

Attended with bad Consequences upon a future Occasion but for

my own part I don't believe we shall meet with so Much in-

justice," etc.

In the early summer of 1776, Captain McDonald writes to

General Howe, in a very unhappy vein, in consequence of his

failure in promotion, beginning :
" Tho I find the footing I am on

at present, irksome from its unpromising Prospect, & tho from

Your Excellency's Rank & Character, you are the Personage to

whom I would naturally look up for any relief, it might require,

or reasonably Admit of
;
yet. Sensible that Amidst the Weight

of publick Affairs which Occupied Your Mind, it would have

been improper to trouble you while here, I take the Liberty of

Laying My Case before You in this manner & time, humbly

persuaded that if anything worthy your Attention will happily

Occurr, you will be pleased to forgive the freedom & in that

event also will experience in You the Patron of An Old Soldier.

" It is now going on thirty two Years since I enter'd the Service,

in the Course of which I lost many Chances, tho I Underwent

All the Vicissitudes, fatigues & dangers that commonly fall to the

Share of a Man without Money or any Considerable Interest.

However as I enjoy'd, so I flatter Myself I never deserve to for-

feit the Esteem & regard of my Superior Officers. I was in the

Most Active Scenes of the last war that were exhibited in the

West Indies & the Southern Provinces of this Continent, was
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Sorely wounded, & After the Peace was reduced Captain Lieu-

tenant of Coll. Montgomery's.

" After All this I married & Settled on Statten Island in the

Province of New York, where from the Uhappy Spirit that has

Actuated the Americans for Years past I had frequent Oppor-

tunities of doing My Duty in defending the Authority of the

Parent State over the Colonies as much As was possible for any

private Subject—As far as my inferior Judgement could enable

me, I Made it My business to Observe wherein the root of the

Evil lay, & the means fit for exterminating or Conquering it,

Never doubting but Matters would proceed to the present Ex-

tremitys, if Not in My day, at Least Not at Any distant period

—

In time of the Stamps I ofifered Myself to the Commander in

Chief for any Service he might require, & thereafter began to

prepare for taking the part I clearly saw my duty would demand

& that Shortly too—In the Mean time the Methods, which have

been but too Successfully Used to withdraw Other Unhappy half

Pay Officers from their Allegiance, were Also applied to me.

" The Temptation of a very Command was held forth, but

rejected with Indignation: that of peculiar Support & Interest

from My American allies was offered would I but remain peace-

able & neutral at home : to this I could not reconcile my Mind,

while My King and Country were reviled, & their Laws treated

with Contempt—And when I saw they were on the very point of

Commencing the Rebellion, I wrote to Major John Small, who

was Connected with me in all these Endeavours desiring he would

inform General Gage that I would join the Army with 100 good

men, how soon His Excellency would enable me by granting a

Captains Commission—The General was pleased to order Major

Small to return me his thanks for my Loyalty & Spirited ofifers,

but that Nothing could be done till further orders from home—In

the mean time this hint was farther improved & in place of 100

it was proposed to raise 500 Men to be Commanded by Major

Small: to which I entered with the greatest Pleasure, & it being

recommended home from the General we did not doubt its being

Adopted.
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" In consequence I Sett off in the dead of Winter to the Mo-

hawk River, where a Number of the Name of Macdonald are

Settled with other Scotts Emigrants, two hundred of whom
Agreed to join me when called upon, with many Others I bespoke

as I traversed the Country—From the Mohawk River I directed

My Course for Boston thro' frost Snow & Ice, in the very worst

weather that was in the Winter, but arriving at Boston found

nothing could be done untill the Answer from G Brittain was

come to hand, therefore returned home to Staten Island. In

this Circuit of About Six or Seven hundred Miles I found the

Spirit of Rebellion & treason blazing everywhere—The People

constantly exercising themselves to Arms, Liberty Poles erected

Allmost at every Mile end, but at same time I Met with Many
Attached to Government, tho but few in the Comparison."

Writing at Halifax to Major Small, on July 26, 1776, Captain

McDonald tells of commanding a force going out to meet the

Lieutenant-Governor at Covegate. "When I return," he says,

" I Expect to find a Letter from Major Small upon my table

giving An account of the Most Agreeable News, of General How
and his Army, Succeeding in all his Undertakings, and next to

that, that my wife and Children are well, and Relieved from

their distresses and troubles [on Staten Island.] ... I wish you

may get our winter Quarters for the Whole Regt. to be in Can-

toonments on Staten Island.

" P. S. I almost forgot to tell you, that the Devil had almost

entered Into Some of our Young fellows for getting wives, it was

with the Uttmost difficulty I saved Lt. Laughlin McLean from

destruction, that is to say, from being Married to a girl who had

not a sixpence on Earth, its true she is so very handsome that I

Could kiss her myself if I was not A married man, however I

overset that match for the present."

In a letter to Colonel McLean, Captain McDonald takes occa-

sion to say :
" In regard to publick News, the Army is, thank

God, going on As we could wish—I refer you to the publick

Papers & for particulars to General Howe's two Aids de Camp,
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who are Sent home with the dispatches— I hope the Neck of the

RebelHon is broke—Now Government will only have to Settle &
punish the Americans, for believe me Who knows this People,

Lenity wall Never make them good Subjects."

Writing to Governor Tryon, November 26, 1776, Captain Mc-
Donald remarks

:

" The Next thing I think Myself Entitled to is a Reparation for

the damage my Farm on Statten Island Suffered, & I think a

patent for Justice Muchero's Farm is as little as I could Expect

As it must certainly be Confiscated, he being the Most infamous

& Notorious Rebel in all the Country—& if it is a thing can be

done consistently with Law and Equity, I should be Glad to have

a Patent or at least a long exclusive Lease that no Person could

keep a ferry Any Where over the Kill van Koul from Elizabeth

Town Point to Ryerson's Farm at the Mouth of the Kills opposite

to New York—I am Certain this would be Much More Advan-

tageous & for the Good of the Publick As the House which I

intended to lett as a Tavern is exactly on the Road leading to the

Blazing Star [Rossville] from Paul's Hook, the Most Con-

veniently Situated for the ferry & it is one Of the Most elegant

houses for a Tavern in All the Country, & for My part I would

Allways take Care to keep a clever man in the house Under-

standing his Business, & that would keep the best things in his

way. Whereas a number of pimping houses being kept all Allong

that tract afford No Sort of Comfortable Entertainment to Man
or Horse."

[The "Muchero" farm is the present location of Port Rich-

mond. The residence of Judge Mersereau is the old Continental

Hotel, which Avas erected immediately after the close of the

Revolution.]

In a letter to Captain McKenzie, written at Halifax November

26, 1776, Captain McDonald mentioned a matter still of public

interest

:

" One thing more I beg Leave to Mention to You which by

the bye I am Affraid will Appear foolish or ridiculous, but still
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it runs Strong in my head that After these troubles [the Revohi-

tion] are Settled it will be found necessary to have a dockyard

on the Continent of America in a More Centrical place than

Halifax, in which case I think there is a Mill pond close to My
House on Statten Island which from My Notion of these Matters

Might be Made one of the finest dockyards in the World. As it

May very easily be made to contain a vast Number of Ships with

the greatest Safety, & take in a first rate Man of War—The

water may be raised to Any height you please, & at low water

there may be one or more dry docks As will be found necessary

—

I form My Judgment from the Dock Yard at Helvoetsluys, of

which this has an exact resemblance in point of Situation—All

works of this kind is allways Attended with Expense, but I think

this could be finished with less than Any other place I can think

of, & in case Lord Howe entertains Any thoughts of this kind

& would think this A proper place, I think I Might be of infinite

Service in Making a purchase of the Land that Should be found

necessary to be bought for the Use Of the Yards.

" In this or any thing of the kind that Should be thought of I

depend upon Your friendship, as I have a weak family to bring

on, who have Nothing else to depend upon than My honest En-

deavours."

To Pedro de Mendonzo, Captain McDonald wrote, on Jan-

uary II, 1777:
" Soon after your Departure from us on Statten Island I was

forced to leave my family Wife & Children at that Place & join

the Army at Boston under the Command of General Gage. This

I was forced to do rather than to turn Rebel & traytor to my
King & Country or run the risque of Suffering many cruel treat-

ments & Insults from a Merciless cruel ignorant & Misled

Rabble. However after an absence of Sixteen Months from my
family I joined them about the loth of August last, when I had

the pleasure of finding them alive & in good health Tho'e M^s.

McDonald had rec'd a vast many insults & abuses As far as

words and Language & Quartering the Villains in her house



Morris: Letter-Book of Capt. Alexander McDonald 87

could do But she behaved with an Uncommon degree of Courage

& even went so far as when they cursed the King she cursed the

Congress to their faces & I had the pleasure of Seeing them Since

well drubed Almost in Sight of my own house & after that being

totally dispersed so far that the Rebellion is looked upon to be

Settled I was order'd here Summer last was a year to the Com-
mand a Battalion of a New Regiment.

" If you will be So kind as to send me three or four pipes of

the very best Madeira that Island ever produced I shall Send

you good Bills of Exchange in Return & if I had a hundred pipes

last Summer I could have sold them for Bills of Ex'ge at a good

price Amongst my brother offt'rs of the Army. I left New York

the Latter End of October last & brought Mrs. McDonald and the

Whole family here how long we are to be Stationed in this place

God only knows we are sure to remain till May next & Mrs.

McDonald will be much obliged to you if you'll send her one or

two Boxes Citron & a ten Gallon Keg of the very best Malmasea

Wine—all these things I should be glad were Sent in one of his

Majesty's Ships of War As I Suppose you will have an Oppor-

tunity of Seeing a Great Many ot them there.

" After the affairs of America are Settled there will be no less

than Thirty thousand troops left in this Country w'ch will Com-

sume a vast Quantity of Madeira & I hope to have it in My
power to Serve my friends more than ever."

Captain McDonald writes to an officer on Staten Island, June

II, 1777: "If you are Still on my place in Staten Island as I'm

inform'd your Regiment was Station'd there I will be infinitely

oblig'd to you if youl give every possible assistence to my Brother

in Law in allowing your men to work in Cultivating the farm

Making up the fences &c. as the place has been ruin'd by the

troops last Summer."

Four days later Captain McDonald writes to William Mc-

Adams, residing on Staten Island, as follows

:

" I send you inclosed two Acco'ts with an order to receive their

Contents & keep it in your hands till you hear from Major Small
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or me only if my Brother in Law to whom I left the care of my

farm on Statten Island Should be any Ways successful in In-

listing men for this Corps let him have a Little money and will

be much obliged to you if you will take a little Concern in the

management of that place. Should a little money be wanted for

repairing the fences & other Damages done by the troops be so

good as to advance it at any rate I am apprehensive that a Great

Deal of money may be made on that place if it was properly

managed, as matters go at this time."

To Gilbert Meyer Captain McDonald writes :
" Use your utmost

Endeavors to put the farm in the best order, Especially to have

it immediately properly fenced & endeavor to raise every thing

that can Command money. You should endeayor to get a couple

of Good Gardners & make all the Garden you can—Endeavor to

get As many men for this Regim't as possibly you can & keep

them along with yourself on the farm close at work until a

proper Opportunity will offer to transport them here.

" You will Speak to Jno. Simerson & if he is inclined to dis-

pose of that Small tract of land Between mine & the Mill dam &
joining to the tract he Soldd to Mr. Wm. Black As my farm is

destitute for want of Water 111 give him as much an Acre for it

as Col. Simmons or any other honest man on the Island will think

it worth. You will please give my kind Comp'ts to Mr. Charlton

[rector of St. Andrew's church] & Colo. Simmons & tell them

I beg the favor they w'd assist you in making this purchase &
how soon the purchase is secured so that he can't go back from

his word I shall order the Money to be pd Upon the Signing &
Delivery of the deeds. If the Affairs of America are liked to be

Settled this Summer You may expect to see our family there."

Seeking promotion at the hand of Lord Amherst, Captain Mc-

Donald wrote

:

" Two Years ago I troubled your Lordship with a Letter

Solliciting for the Government of Crown Point, to w'ch I was

honored with a Suitable Answer by your Lordship—Matters of

another kind now Oblige me to repeat the trouble

—
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" I have been on the most active Services on the Continent of

America & in the West Indies during the last war—have been

severely wounded & as I never missed an hour of My duty all

that time no Command'g Oofif'r Challenged or fovuid fault with

me

—

" In time of the Stamp Act, I most freely Offered my Service

to Gen'l Gage in Case it should be found Necessary to levy any

troops in America.

"In October 1774 perceiving the Americans Were determined

to revolt, I wrote Major Jno. Small then at Boston, desiring he

w'd inform Gen'l Gage that I was Settled on Statten Island &
ready to Join the Army with a hundred as fine fellows as ever

Carried arms, most partly Non Commiss'd officers & private men

Who had been discharged from the Highland Regim'ts after the

Conclusion of last War & from the Knowledge they had Ac-

quired of the Country might be found very useful as Guides to

conduct Any part of the Army Wherever his Excellency had

Occasion to send them or in Any Other way in w'ch they might be

found conducive to the Service. . . .

" Accordingly I sent out from Statten Island thro' frost & Snow

to the Mohawk river, where there were 200 highlanders who had

lately arrived from Scotland Settled on part of Sir John Johnstons

Estate & being Chiefly of my own Name I engaged every one of

them, Offering a Captain's Commission to the Gentleman who

was at their head from thence I returned to Boston making My
observations on the Conduct of the Country People as I went

along & leaving trusty persons at Dift''t Stations to pick up all

able bodied & well effected young men Especially Such as had

emigrated from the North of Scotland Enjoining the greatest

Secrecy as I had been directed.

" Arriving at Boston I reported every thing I had done & Seen

to the Gen'l—But no Acco't having then as yet been rec'd from

home concerning a plan there was nothing more to be done for

that time & I ret'd home to Statten Island—Making my Remarks

as I went along, I found the people more violent & Insolent

—

Nothing but Committees & Liberty poles at every Mile end."
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The letter further adds :
" Its to be observed that by this time

All America had broke out in open Violence & Rebellion—Every

friend of Governm't was persecuted & none durst take a Step

in favor of Governm't under pain of imprisonm't & unheard of

Outrages. This rendered our future Success Difficult & pre-

carious & laid us under the Necessity of Altering the ground of

our proceedings

—

" I was Sixteen months absent from My family. My place

upon Staten Island is totally ruined as well by our own troops

as by the Rebells. My Wife & Children were more abused &
insulted on Acco't of her being an American born than if she had

been from any other Country. Yet she continued a Steady loyal

Subject in spite of every abuse or insult they could offer her &
She found means to Convey Useful Articles of intelligence to

Governor Tryon. Capt'n Hyde Parker & Capt'n Vandeput w'ch

these Gentl'n can better relate in short, My Lord, I have been a

Capt'n Lieu'l the 5th of Aug'st 1762 A full Cap't in 1772 when

all Capt'n Lieul's got Rank Yet after all this My long services &
Sufferings what am I ? A provincial Capt'n in place of being an

olde Major in the Army & may be when these disturbances are

over turned ab't my Business without either Rank or half pay a

Cruel unjust & unmerited ill treatment should it so happen."

To Gilbert Meyer, who was in charge of the farm on Staten

Island, Captain McDonald wrote from Halifax on October 16,

1777:

" My Dr. Gilly : I am much at a loss n't to write to you as you

are so neglectful in letting me hear from you how Matters stands

with y'rself & place. I am sorry to hear that the Barn is burnt

when the Jersey people paid you a visit but this is a trifle in

Comparison to other things you Should make it your business

to write every Month an Acc't of every thing that passes & w't

you wish to let me know Leav'g the Letters with Mr. McAdam
in New York who will not miss any opportunity of Sending

them."

In a letter to Mr. McAdam, June 10, 1778, Captain McDonald
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says :
" I understand my place upon Statten Island is totally ruined

and as the affairs of America stands at present I dont think it

worth while to be at any trouble about the place till they are

finally Settled. As to My Acco't ag'st the 71st I have taken Care

to have it Settled here."

Under date of January 19, 1779, at Halifax, Captain Mc-

Donald writes to William McAdam, on Staten Island :
" Having

wrote you lately I have nothing now to trouble you with but the

Melancholy acco't of Mrs. Mcdonald's Death & left me behind a

Miserable wretch with five children much at a loss wch way to

turn myself to provide for them Shou'd God Spare my life to

see them able to do for themselves."

Captain McDonald's Letter-Book contains a great deal of

material relative to the troublous times of the Revolution, but

we have recorded about all there is of particular interest to Staten

Island.



Extracts From the Diary of Lieutenant John Charles Philip

von Krafft, 1776-1784^

Ira K. Morris

John Charles Philip von Krafft was born in Dresden, Saxony,

on Thursday, August 21, 1752. He is said to have been of a

baronial family, whose seat was at Delitzsch-on-the-Hill, near

Leipzig, in Saxony, and to have borne the title of Baron. A
drawing of his coat armor, made by himself, has inscribed on its

reverse, in his handwriting, "Related to the Princes of Hohen-

lohe." He was also related to other families of rank, in Prussia

and Saxony, and was descended from ancestors who had been

officers in the military service of Prussia for generations.

On the 4th of July, 1773, he was commissioned ensign in

Major-General von Luck's regiment of fusiliers, in the Prussian

army, under Frederick the Great, and on the 29th of December,

in the same year, second lieutenant in the same regiment. In the

beginning of 1776 he was lieutenant of the second company of

grenadiers, in the fusilier regiment of von Luck. The regiment

was then stationed at Braunsberg, a garrison town of Eastern

Prussia.

During the early part of 1776, becoming wearied of the life of

a garrison town, with its dinners at the General's, sleighrides,

flirtations, duels with fellow officers, etc., he determined to resign.

The king refused his application. Finally, however, he reported

for duty for the last time.

After visiting St. Petersburg in his wanderings and refusing a

commission in the Russian army he became a volunteer on board

an American privateer, bound from France to Philadelphia.

After varied experiences and hardships he became a non-com-

1 Presented in abstract at the meeting of the Association November 20,

1915. Compiled from publications in the possession of the New York
Historical Society.

92



Morris : Diary of Lieutenant von Krafft 93

missioned officer in the British army, the Hessian Corps under

Knyphaussen, and participated in the Battle of Monmouth and

numerous skirmishes in New York State and New Jersey.

In 1783 Lieutenant von Krafft was secretly married in New
York to Miss Cornelia de la Metre, the daughter of a widow
residing " past the 5th Mile Stone, King's Bridge Road, on New
York Island." This occurred without his mother's consent.

It seems to have been his intention to visit his mother, when

he sailed for England with his regiment in 1783. Before reach-

ing there, however, he resolved to resign and return to America.

After a short stay in England, in February 1784, he boarded the

ship Vigilant, in the Thames, and on the nth of March arrived

off Sandy Hook and anchored oft' " Fly Market Wharf " the next

afternoon.

For several years thereafter " Mr. de Kraft't " supported him-

self and his family by teaching in New York City. Then he

became employed as surveyor and draughtsman to the Treasury

Department. When the seat of government was removed to

Washington, he went thither with his department and continued

in its service until his decease.

He made preparations to go to Germany and claim the ancestral

estate, but death prevented on July 24, 1804. He was a man of

commanding presence and of fascinating manners. He had a

quick temper and was sensitive to affronts. During his military

service, 1770 to 1784, he was the principal in about twenty duels,

and was several times severely wounded. His descendants have

held responsible positions and high rank in the civil and naval

service of the United States.

Von Krafft's journal is full of interest to Staten Islanders.

On August 23, 1779, with one of the Hessian regiments von

Krafft came to Staten Island. All branches of the British army

came to New York and vicinity on this day, The Hessian army

was fever-stricken, some regiments having over two hundred on

sick list. One regiment had not a single man able to serve.

On January 14, 1780, von Krafft says: "In the evening there
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was a great alarm to the effect that the Rebels were approaching.

Firing was heard on Staten Island (of our troops were there:

the Hessian Guard Regiment Bienau, the 57th English Regt., the

S4th Rooens Corps, and the R. P. Corps.) Immediately a de-

tachment of Hesse-Anspachers and English numbering several

hundred men, was ordered over there. But no ship could cross

on acount of the ice, neither was it strong enough to march across.

"
15 Jan. Sat. They again attempted to get the detachment

across, but it was impossible. In the evening a spy had, to our

wonderment, succeeded in stealing over from the State of Jersey

and from him we learned that the Rebels had arrived in force,

that they had set fire to a Jersey magazine and driven away many

cattle ; but as our men had held out well in the redoubts, the

enemy had not been able to gain any advantage, but instead had

to leave nearly 100 prisoners behind."

On March i, 1780, von Krafft was promoted to ensign in

Lieut.-Col. Hinte's Company, but with the pay of sergeant.

"In the morning (March 2) we were mustered by an EngHsh-

man in the old Eingiessen Church, in which horses or other

animals were sometimes kept on the square of Crown (now

Liberty) street." [The Dutch Church later became the Post

Office, and was demolished for the erection of the building of the

Mutual Life Insurance Co.]

"Tuesday, June 6, 1780. On picket reserve. From this day

forth I was on the march to Staten Island and New Jersey, until

the 24th inst.

"At 3 a. m. an unexpected order came for all to march. I

took the necessary steps, gave my money and papers in the

safe-keeping of Lieutenant Col. Hinte, and at 10 a. m. we

—

Donop's regiment—set sail on schooners and shluppen (sloops.)

Towards evening we landed on Staten Island. Our regiment

encamped around a church-yard and that night I slept on a grave-

mound.
" On June 7, Before day-break the whole army, English and

Hessians, marched past us. We followed them to protect the
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baggage and marched to the narrowest part of the water, [Hol-

land's Hook], where we were to be ferried over to New Jersey.

. . . We marched through the pretty little town of Liesbethtown,

which is of a long shape, and then I took part in the side patrols.

We constantly heard firing ahead of us, and the Rebels gave

much annoyance to our army, which numbered nearly 9,000.

. . . We encamped in the form of a square in front of the little

town, just before daybreak. We had an unannounced number

of dead and wounded. The Rebels kept on making attacks all

night.

"Sunday, June 18. To-day General Klinton returned from

Charlestown, (S. C.) with all the Grenadiers and English troops.

These he landed on Staten Island." General Cornwallis re-

mained with his army at Charlestown.

"Thursday, June 22, at 7.30 a. m. I got a furlough from Col.

V. Goosen to New York. I went on foot (across a very pretty

bridge connecting Staten Island and Jersey. It consisted entirely

of sloops and schooners) away to the end of Staten Island, a

walk of three hours. Thence I proceeded on a provision schooner

to New York where I arrived at 5 p. m.

"Friday, June 23. It was my desire to remain here (N. Y.)

longer, but hearing some loud firing in the direction of our camp,

and ascertaining from reports that our army had marched further

on, I immediately prepared for my departure. My ambition

compelled me to go. All flat boats having gone to Staten Island,

I got on board a ship that had been ordered to General Knipp-

haussen. We sailed at 4 p. m. and arrived towards 9 p. m. near

the ship bridge. But after passing the watch ship, it being dark,

we ran aground and could not get oflf till morning at high tide.

Here we heard that the greater part of our army had advanced

as far as Springfield, but had been obliged to return again.

" Before daybreak the whole army hastened with all possible

speed across the ship-bridge. This was then broken up and

Donop's regiment had been obliged to stay behind in some ram-

parts to protect it. Soon after, he too embarked in flat-boats and,
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unseen by the Rebels, crossed to Staten Island. This caused

much reflection and wonderment. N. B. While I was sailing

from New York I saw all the Grenadiers and English regiments

passing from Staten Island in large ships and sailing up the

North River, where they landed at Philipp's House and were

obliged to pitch a hut camp.

"June 24. At daybreak, looking from our schooner, we saw

our whole army on Staten Island, and the rising tide lifting us

again we sailed back, landed and I returned to my regiment. A
short time after, we marched on, but tonight we were obliged to

sleep in the pouring rain.

" Thursday, Sept. 28. To-day some distinguished inhabitants

of New York were arrested for having been in correspondence

with the Rebels. They were all betrayed, in a list of names, to

General Klinton by a deserting Rebel General who had arrived

here named Arnold, a German ; for the same reason more in-

habitant were daily taken to the prison (Provo). An adjutant,

Major Andre of the 54th English regiment of General Klinton,

having been sent on a secret errand, was caught by the Rebels

and hanged as a spy, which caused much excitement among the

English.

"January 6, 1781. At 6 o'clock in the morning. General

Clinton went to Staten Island with English Grenadiers, 2 Hessian

regiments and other troops, not alone on account of his attempted

capture, but among many other things, more especially on ac-

count of the rumored mutiny which some regiments of the Rebels

are said to have attempted. He sent some parts of them across

to Jersey, but they came back a few days afterwards without

having accomplished anything of importance.

"March i. General Clinton had announced in his orders the

advantage which the Brigadier Gen. Arnold (who had deserted

from the Rebels) had gained in Richmond with the English

troops and others he had with him. He had burnt all the stores

of provisions and ammunition there and lost but few men.
" Monday, October 8. This morning I went on a ' small tour

'
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to Morris (Jumel) house, where our Lieut-Colonel still dwelt, to

report a soldier to him for an offense. At 10 o'clock the English

prince passed our regiment to view the line, Avhere he was saluted

from the fort with several guns. . . . General Klinton met me
on the way there.

" Friday, October 12. The above mentioned troops on Staten

Island went on board the men-of-war and transport ships, even

the Prince and General Klinton accompanying them.

" Wednesday, October 24. All day and night we heard loud

an continuous gun and musket firing by the Rebels, the origin of

which we at first did not know. But shortly afterwards we

heard with sorrow that the otherwise so celebrated Gen. Lord

Cornwallis had been taken prisoner by the French and Rebels

in the South, where, besides the English, also the Hessian Bose

and Erb Prinz regiments were captured, and it was not wTong

to conjecture that Savanna would soon follow in this pitiful run

of ill-fate. It afterwards was deserted by our troops. Lord

Cornwallis soon after came on parole to New York and from

there to England.

" Saturday, December 8. This morning Col. Heymel unex-

pectedly had me called from the watch, and only he who had been

in like circumstances, as myself, can feel as I did when, with a

frank, cheerful face, he handed me a commission as Ensign, from

Cassel, in Bose's regiment, with monthly pay from October ist."

Von Krafft lived a checkered life throughout the remainder of

the war. Much of his time was spent on Staten Island. He

gives an interesting account of the departure from America.

" Sunday, November 23. We lay quietly on anchor hourly

expecting orders to set sail. The city was full of Rebels, although

all the watches in the city were still occupied by the English, and

it was said that we were to lie at anchor until their embarkation.

Several orders were given relating to signals and in regard to

setting sail, which latter, however, was as yet prevented by con-

trary winds. In the night time, between 11 and 12 o'clock, a

terrible fire occurred in New York. Then the ringing of alarm
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bells and the uproar made by the disgustingly drunken sailors of

our ship who had been in the city until late, made it quite a rest-

less night. The fire continued until 3 in the morning, when we
could see no more. This noon we saw the American soldiers

take possession of Paulus Hook [Jersey City]

.

" Monday, November 24. During the fore and afternoon

several ships of our fleet sailed, but not further than Staten

Island. N. B. We subaltern officers had no other duty on ship

than inspection of the watch, and giving out provisions, which

every other day fell to me and to today for the first time.

" Tuesday, November 25. This morning signals were again

given from the Commander's ship, whereupon at 10 a. m. our

ship, with the tide and good wind, sailed as far as Staten Island

near Kohl's ferry, 10 English miles from New York, where we
anchored again at 11, at a given signal from the agent's ship.

Here we saw several sloops with English troops and baggage

arriving from New York at Kohl's ferry and debarking there,

probably, as had already been rumored, to embark there as soon

as the expected ships arrived.

" My whole heart is full of sadness when I see fading from

my view the receding landmarks and housetops, in whose midst I

leave my whole happiness behind me. At 2 p. m. the anchors

were again lifted and we sailed with our beylot [pilot] as far as

the bar at Sandy Hook arriving there at 3V2 o'clock in the after-

noon, when the pilot left us. I entrusted a letter to him ad-

dressed to David Bergen at York. Here we met some ships com-

ing from Halifax and some from London. They were transports

coming to get the remainder of the troops in New York. We
had west wind. The night was somewhat dark.

" Wednesday, November 26. This morning we saw our whole

fleet consisting of 14 ships at different distances around about us.

The Agent's ship which was nearest to us, had taken in most of

its sails, probably in order to await the Commander whom we
had not seen since leaving New York ; accordingly all the other

ships had to take in sail. Without knowing anything certain we
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followed the Agent's ship and hoisted sail about 10 o'clock a. m.

but with very light wind.

"At 81/2 a. m. we met a ship coming from Halifax. At 12,

noon, we were 60 miles from Sandy Hook, but there was a great

calm and we had drifted towards the South and accordingly felt

warm. Our whole fleet was together, which looked fine. After

4 we spoke three ships from England on their way to New York,

which intensified the anguish of my heart nigh unto despair. We
had bad weather and contrary wind which increased during the

night."

" Thursday, November 27. In the morning I began to get

sea-sick, because the storm constantly increased and it became so

violent towards night that the captain himself said he had never

experienced a greater storm. As we were driven towards land

and were not more than 40 miles off, our destruction was in-

evitable, if the storm continued. On deck a cow, 4 sheep and

two pigs and about 30 fowls were killed owing to the cruel tossing

and pitching of the ship. In our cabin everything went to pieces

and was afloat, which was attributable to the negligence of the

ship's captain, Thomas Patter of London; but at last Heaven

came to our rescue. The storm abated and we got a favorable

wind."

And so by this rude diary we get a glimpse of the closing scene

of the American Revolution. As before stated, however, von

Krafft returned to America in time, and became an efficient

official of our Government.



An Interesting Old Publication^

Arthur Hollick

Among recent donations to the library of the Association is a

complete set of an old monthly magazine- which comprises four

semiannual volumes, beginning January 1851, and terminating

December 1852, when it ceased issue in its original form and

became a weekly newspaper under the title The New York Re-

pubhc. It was the organ of the Order of United Americans,

which was instrumental in forming the American party in pohtics

and in keeping alive the objects and aims of the Native American

or Know-Nothing party.

There were evidently two chapters of the order on Staten

Island, Pavonia, No. 32, at Rossville, and Huguenot, No. 42,

at Port Richmond, as may be ascertained by consulting the di-

rectory of chapters. The former met on Saturdays, the latter on

Fridays. Membership hsts are not given; but in the list of

officers, pubHshed in the issue of December 1851, the names of

Jesse G. Oakley and Charles A. Dusenbury may be found in con-

nection with Pavonia chapter, and Selden Pratt, Edward Jones,

and Jacob Lane in connection with Huguenot chapter.

On page 191, volume i, April 1851, is the following note:

"We had the pleasure of visiting Pavonia Chapter, at the little

village of Rossville, Staten Island, for the purpose of installing

officers at the March term. We found the Chapter in a most

prosperous condition, and the brothers all devoted to our prin-

ciples. With the aid of Huguenot Chapter, at Port Richmond,

they will take good care of Richmond County."

In 1852 the officers of the chapters were; J. G. Oakley for

Pavonia and E. Jones, J. Lanej and J. Davis for Huguenot. The

titles of the officers are not given.

1 Presented at the meeting of the Association November 20, 1915.

2 The
I

Republic
|
A

|
Monthly Magazine

|
of

|

American Literature
|

Politics & Art
1
Thos. R. Whitney, Editor

]
New York

|
100 Nassau Street.

This set was presented by Mrs. E. Blake. (See p. 109.)
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Of immediate interest to the Association is a half column
review of Durant's Algology, on page 88 of the issue of Feb-

ruary 1 85 1, of which unique work we are the fortunate pos-

sessors of a copy.^ The reviewer comments on "the immense
application required to produce such a work in perfection " and
concludes that this " necessarily limits the edition to a very small

number, most of which will, doubtless, be absorbed by the scien-

tific institutions of the country."

At this period in our national life political and religious feel-

ings were intense and the resulting discussions and controversies

were exceedingly bitter. Every issue of the magazine contains

something of this character, dealing with secession, slavery, the

restriction or extension of suffrage, the " free soil " issue, the

influence of the Roman Catholic Church in political and school

affairs, Avomen's rights, spiritualism, etc., and anyone who may
wish to obtain interesting sidelights on the events, the passions

and the tendencies of those turbulent times can find them in

abundance in both the magazine articles and the editorial columns.

In discussing New York City politics mention is made of " the

Society of Saint Tammany, a society formed originally, upon

principles similar to those of the Order of United Americans.

The old Constitution of the Tammany Society forbade the admis-

sion of foreigners to its council fires. . . . Foreigners have not

only entered the wigwam, but they have been made sachems, and

presided over its councils. . . . There are strange faces in the

Lodge and the brethren are scattered afar. The glory of the old

wigwam is departed."

In the issue of March 185 1, is an editorial on Free Schools

from which the following is abstracted :
" It is well known that,

by a law of the Legislature of New York, the People of the

State were called upon, at the last Election, to declare, through

the ballot-box, whether or not they wished to continue the system

of Free Education then existing ... a triumphant majority of

3 See A Quaint Old Work on Seaweeds, Proc. Staten Is. Assoc. 5

:

85-91. Oct. 1914-May 1915.
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some thirty thousand votes, told the Legislature that the school

law mu^t not be repealed, and the system of education, free to all,

must be continued."

The pursuit of the almighty dollar was rebuked even in those

days, but from a different angle than in recent times, viz. :
" I tell

you, while you are pursuing, catching, hoarding money, Jesuitism,

i. e., Popery and Despotism, is filling your green fields, your

valleys, your mountains, with its schools . . . and if ye pay not

more attention to the education of your children, in the right

place, and less to traffic, ye will spend your profits beneath a

monarchy, and be led to the altar of forms and ceremonies of

Romanism, by your offspring."

Economic conditions, and the relation between producer and

consumer, were sources of concern for the future at that time as

they are today. The teachings of Malthus and anxiety in regard

to unrestricted immigration form the basis of more than one

article, of which the following abstract is an example: "It is

true that we have milhons of unploughed acres—sufficient to

make our country the garden and granary of the world; but if

these acres are made to teem with human beings, most of whom
must, of necessity, become consumers instead of producers, (be-

cause the ratio of productive land necessarily lessens with the

increase of population,) it follows that, instead of feeding the

world, we shall ourselves be dependent for sustenance on other

nations. And to this condition it is possible to arrive in eighty

years, unless, like the Chinese, we consent to feed on rats and

offal. . . . Our population ... is doubled every twenty years,

whereas immigration has, for several years past, more than

doubled every five years. The deleterious effects of this cease-

less avalanche of ignorance and superstition, upon our social and

political existence, are already seriously felt . . . ," etc.

The necessity for nonpartisanship in municipal affairs was

urged, as in our campaigns of a couple of decades ago, by the

Good Government and Citizens' Union parties. Under the cap-

tion A Municipal Party the editor says " this is something that
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is greatly needed at the present time by the tax-burthened, rowdy-

ruled citizens of this great but misgoverned city. By a municipal

party, we mean one that will be independent of the political issues

of the nation, and give its attention solely to the management of

our own municipal affairs."

There is also vigorous denunciation of the aldermen and magis-

trates " who are given to the habit of releasing rowdies and

rascals from the clutches of the police, because just now the elec-

tioneering campaign commences, and the huckstering politicians

. . . are becoming exceedingly amiable towards that class of

their constituency. A bully or two in a ward are as pearls above

price at an election. ..."
Evidently Sunday was not quite the day of recreation then that

it is now, as may be seen from the following item :
" Desecration

OF the Sabbath.—It appears that the Directors of the Long

Island Railroad are making an effort to have their cars run on

the Sabbath ; in reply to which, the Brooklyn Evening Star makes

the following appropriate remarks :
' In the progress of the age,

nothing has been rendered clearer to the vision of the American

people, than the fact that the observance of the Sabbath as a

day of worship and repose is the greatest of their privileges . . .

we believe that nine tenths of the community are favorable to the

entire avoidance of all business and the suspension of travel on

Sunday. . .

.'"

Certain of women's fashions in dress also come in for con-

demnation and satirical comment, as follows :
" The ladies of the

Commercial Metropolis, despairing of ever getting clean streets,

through the medium of corporation brooms, have taken the matter

into their own hands. The sidewalks and crossings, instead of

being swept by the sans cullottes offspring of poverty, are now

cleansed by the fashionable ladies, who carry home, under their

long skirts the street gatherings of their promenades." Germs

and bacteria were apparently unknown, although they were un-

doubtedly present in even greater numbers than in these days of

clean streets and short skirts.
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The editor, however, evidently beHeved in preventive medicinal

treatment, inasmuch as we find under the Business Notices a

reading advertisement which boosts " A Good Tonic " in these

words :

"
' Take a little wine for thy stomach's sake ' is a scrip-

tural maxim. . . . With due deference to the old maxim, how-

ever. Dr. Thomas Blake recommends for the same purpose a

little of his 'Aromatic Bitters,' of which there is no fear of

taking too much. We are but one of many thousands who can

testify to its excellent tonic qualities."

Some of the articles on the, at that time, beginning of woman's

struggle for recognition as a responsible human being, are some-

what similar to recent editorials in the New York Times, or to

expressions of opinion from Elihu Root and Everett P. Wheeler,

and are equally amusing. Under the caption Woman, for

example, may be found the following

:

" Our theme is Woman, and a beautiful and glorious one it is.

"What a brilliant subject for contemplation! Woman! created

by an All-wise Ruler of the Universe, as the companion of man.

. . . And if it has not been so ordained that she can take part in

national affairs, or that her voice can be heard in the halls of legis-

lation, she nevertheless exercises a controlling influence, in

cementing in indissoluble bonds otir common country; for her

motto is—

•

' United we stand

—

Divided we fall

'

Much has been said about 'Woman's Rights.' Without a wish

to make a noise as to what constitutes these ' rights,' we will en-

deavor to point out a few of them. If married she has the

' right ' to dandle her little ones on her knee, or sing them to their

rosy slumber. ... It is her ' right ' to repair to the hovel of woe,

seek out the wants of the destitute, and spread bread on the

empty tables of the famishing, etc., etc. . . .

" Woman ! for thy convenience and comfort there was launched

at the creation of the world, from the workshop of the greatest
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Architect ever known, an elegant ship for thee to sail in on the

boisterous sea of life. 'Tis the ship Matrimony ; and when well

man'd and laden with perfect love, cannot fail to make a safe and

prosperous voyage, etc., etc."

Under " Chit-Chat with Readers " the editor discourses as

follows on the same subject: "Just now we wish to have a cozy

and familiar chat with the ladies. What do you think of the new-

fangled notions about ' Women's Rights ' ? . . . Do you believe

you would be happier, or the instruments of greater happiness to

others, if you should abandon the scenes of home that you make

blessed, and adopt the career of men? . . . Men sometimes get

queer notions, and among others they entertain the idea that the

great God of Nature adapted the sexes to different employments.

. . . Perhaps they are mistaken. Ladies will you give an

opinion ?
"

Apparently no opinions were offered for publication ; but sub-

sequently, in the issue of October, 1852, the editor speaks his

mind in no uncertain terms, viz., " The ' Strong Minded

Women ' have been holding a convention recently at Syracuse,

for the purpose of adopting measures to assert their ' rights ' and

the rights of their sex. . . . What a pity it is that every woman

will not think as they do on the subject! . . . We think that man

and woman should be assigned to duty on this terrestrial sphere

according to their several qualifications and temperaments, etc.,

etc."

Weather conditions are also occasionally commented upon and

we learn that "on Sunday morning, April 20th [1851], the New
Yorkers were called to breakfast in the midst of a thoroughbred

snowstorm."

In " A Chapter of Beards " we are told that " beards are be-

coming more fashionable every day among us of modern times,

and though the various and fantastic styles which our young

blades adopt in their facial hirsute appendages may not yet be in

accord with the old fashioned taste which lingers among us, we

have no doubt another generation will be perfectly orthodox in

regard to these time-honored ornaments of manhood."
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In connection with airships the editor remarks :
" We perceive

that Mr. Rufus Porter has not yet abandoned the project ... of

building a machine for navigating the air against the wind. . . .

We are not among those who deny the possibihty of practical

aerial navigation. ..."

The great theatrical star at that time was Jenny Lind, and

while her popularity did not, apparently, result in having a brand

of cigars named after her, the editor notes " all manner of goods

and chattels bearing the name of the Nightingale. We have

Jenny Lind hats, umbrellas, shoes, cabbages, apples and chestnuts ;

but the last article that we have seen, laying claim to this popular

soubriquet, was a Jenny Lind Ash-box."

Incidentally it is interesting to imagine what our modern

Japanese residents would think of the following item of foreign

news :
" The recent movements for sending a fleet to this out-

landish empire [Japan], with sealed orders, has raised quite a din

among the politicians."

In the issue of June, 185 1, there is an account of the great fire

in New York on December 16, 1835, with a full-page engraving,

which are of interest in connection with the two framed pictures

of the conflagration on display in our Museum.

The editor scores the city on having no public library and says

"it is true, that in the south wing of the City Hall is a corner

dignified with the cognomen of ' the library room.' . . . there is

no library there ; but in its stead, a beggarly array of dusty cases,

into which are thrown ... a few odd volumes of proceedings of

the Boards of Aldermen and Assistants, a law book or two, and a

large concrete of dust. . . .

" P. S.—Since the above was written we perceive that the

Board of Aldermen have passed a resolution authorizing the

Clerk of the Common Council to employ a librarian at a salary

not exceeding $2^0 per annum!"
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Regular Meeting, October 15, 191

5

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and fourteen persons present.

The minutes of the annual meeting of May 21 and the adjourned annual

meeting of May 22, 1915, were read and approved.

The secretary read the following proposed amendment to the bylaws,

submitted at the annual meeting:

Resolved, That section 2 of bylaw I be and is hereby amended so as to

read :
" Sec. 2. Regular Meetings : The regular meetings of the Association

shall be held on the third [Friday] Saturday evening of each month from
October to May inclusive,"—the remainder of the section to remain
unchanged.

The resolution was voted upon by ballot and adopted—aye 11, blank i.

The president thereupon declared the amendment adopted.

Dr. Arthur Hollick exhibited photographs of Silver Lake basin, taken

by Mr. Howard H. Cleaves on October 14, 1915, and described the changes

in the vegetation established on the partially drained area since about a

year previously. (See this issue, p. 67.)

Dr. Hollick also exhibited a photograph of the cave near the upper end

of Little Clove Road, taken by Mr. Cleaves on October 8, 1914, and read a

paper on certain geological features and historical traditions connected

with it. (See this issue, p. 69.)

Dr. Hollick remarked upon the fact that many fruit trees were in bloom

at date on the island and showed blossoms from a pear tree, Pyrus com-

munis L., on Stuyvesant Place, New Brighton, collected October 13 ; also

apple blossoms. Mains Malus (L.) Britfon, collected on October 3 at West

New Brighton by Mr. H. Sherman Ingalls. Other members remarked

upon having observed the same occurrence in connection with several spe-

cies of garden shrubs, and it was recalled that similar instances occurred

during the autumn of 1895, which were mentioned at the November meet-

ing of that year. (See Proc. Nat. Sci. Assoc. Staten Is. 5 : 3. November

9, 1895-)

Mr. William T. Davis presented and discussed the features of an old

wall map with the title

Staten Island.
MAP
OF

New Brighton, Tompkinsville,
Stapleton and Clifton

;

shewing the surrounding neighbourhood.
Surveyed and Drawn by C. H. Blood, 1845.

LITH. OF G. & W. ENDICOTT, NEW YORK.
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On the map is a picture of the Sailors' Snug Harbor buildings, viewed

from Richmond Terrace.

Mr. Davis also presented two old powder flasks, one of copper, machine

made, the other a flattened, polished horn with wooden stopper, apparently

hand made, and exhibited a third one, made from a natural horn on which

THE
is cut the inscription " D. L. [Daniel Lake] March 20th, 1802."

Mr. Davis also presented a large copper George Washington button,

with " G.W." in the center and " Long live the President " around the

margin.

The meeting then adjourned.

. Regular Meeting, November 20, 191

5

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and fourteen persons present.

The minutes of the meeting of October 15, 1915, were read and approved.

Mr. Bayne reported upon a meeting held during the afternoon (Novem-
ber 20) at " Lake Sylvia," New Dorp, on invitation tendered to the mem-
bers of the Association by Mr. Cornelius G. Kolff. About thirty-five per-

sons were present. Refreshments were served in a tent erected for the

purpose and addresses were delivered by Mr. Kolff, Mr. Bayne, Mr. John

Martin, Dr. Mary W. Green, and Dr. Arthur Hollick.

The secretary stated that he had received a request from the office of

the Borough President for suggestions in regard to suitable names for

streets and roads on the island to replace those that are duplicated and

for those which may hereafter be laid out.

The president requested Mr. William T. Davis, chairman of the com-

mittee on duplication of street names, appointed February ig, 191S, to fake

the matter up with the proper borough officials.

Announced Program

The following subjects were presented by members of the Section of

Historical Research

:

1. The secretary exhibited a copy of the first edition of the Richmond
County Register, issued in 1862 by Henry E. Tudor, and read a paper by

Mr. Ira K. Morris in connection with it. (See this issue, p. 'J2..')

2. The secretary also read in abstract the following papers by Mr.

Morris, compiled from letters and publications in the possession of the

New York Historical Society: Extracts from the Letter-Book of Captain

Alexander McDonald of the Royal Highland Emigrants, 1775-1779, and

Extracts from the Diary of Lieutenant John Charles Philip von Krafft,

1776-1784, in each of which are numerous references to British and Ameri-

can activities on Sfaten Island during the period of the Revolution. (See

this issue, p. 79 and 92.)
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3. Dr. Arthur Hollick read extracts from a bound copy of volume 2 of

the New York and Richmond County Free Press, issued in 1833, recently

.presented to the Association by Mr. Charles F. Walter.

4. Dr. Hollick also exhibited and commented upon certain of the con-

tents of a set of bound volumes of The Republic, a magazine published in

New York during the years 1851 and 1852, recently presented to the Asso-

ciation by Mrs. E. Blake. (See this issue, p. 100.)

5. Dr. Hollick also exhibited five old books, presented by Mrs. Edward

Hett, with the following titles

:

[I]

Prima.
The first things.

Or
Regeneration Sermons.

Delivered by Isaac
Ambrose one of his

Majesties Preachers
appoynted for the

County of
Lancaster

1^ * * * *

London
Printed by J. Okes, for Samuel Brown, and arc

to be sold at his shop in Pauls Church-yard

at the signe of the White Lyon and

Ball. MDCXL.

[2]

Lexicon
Grseco-Latinum

In
Novum Domini Nostri

Jesu Christi

Testamentum.
* * * *

Autore
Georgio Pasore.

Londini,

Excudebat Ed. Griffin, sumptibus Josuce Kirton,

& Samuelis Thomson, apud quern prostant sub insignibus

regalibus in ccemeterio D. Pauli. 1650.

[3]

Heures
Royales,
Dediees

A La Reine,
* * * *

A Paris,

Chez De Hansy, Libraire, rue de la

Juiverie, a S. Nicolas.

Avec Approbation, & Privilege du Roi. 1778.
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[4]

Sacred Dramas,
Chiefly Intended For
Young Persons

:

By Hannah More.

Boston:

Printed by Manning & Loring,

and sold at their Book-Store, No. 2, Cornhill.

April, 1801.

[5]

The
_

Constitution
of the

Presbyterian Church
in the

United States of America
Containing

the confession of faith, the catechisms and the

directory for the worship of God

Philadelphia:

Alex. Towar, No. 19 St. James Street

Hogan & Thompson, 139* Market-St.

D. M. Hogan, Pittsburg; D. Woodruff, Tuscaloosa, {Ala.)

1834

The meeting then adjourned.

Regular Meeting, December i8, 191

5

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and eighty-one persons present.

On motion the reading of minutes was postponed.

Announced Program

Mr. Frank W. Skinner delivered the announced lecture of the evening

on an Engineer's Notes on Experiences and Observations in the European

War Zone, illustrated with lantern slides.

The meeting then adjourned.

Regular Meeting, January 15, 1916

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

First Vice-President William T. Davis in the chair and twenty persons

present.

The minutes of the meetings of November 20 and December 18, 1915,

were read and approved.
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1

A report by Mr. William T. Davis on suggestions for street names on

Staten Island was presented by the secretary and briefly explained. It was

prepared by by Mr. Davis as chairman of the committee appointed on

behalf of the Association to cooperate with the borough officials in the

matter. The report was transmitted to the secretary and a copy of the

same was transmitted by the secretary to the president of the borough. A
letter of acknowledgment from the president of the borough was read.

Mr. Davis commented briefly on the subject matter of the report.

Announced Program

Mr. Carl F. Grieshaber, representing the Section of Applied Science,

delivered a descriptive lecture, illustrated with lantern slides, on certain

architectural and other features of the Panama-Pacific International Ex-

position.

The meeting then adjourned.





Publications of the Association

1. Proceedings of the Natural ScIE^•CE Association of Staten Island

These Proceedings were printed in octavo numbers, partly in leaflet and
partly in pamphlet form, from November lo, 1883, to June 3, 1905, and
are included in nine volumes, separately indexed.

They may he obtained by members and patrons at $1.50 per volume. To
others the price per volume is $3.00.

Single numbers of back volumes may be obtained at 10 cts. each, except
the following, for which a unifi^rm price of 50 cts. each will be charged

:

Special No. 21, Vol. V, No. 5, March 14, 1896. " Staten Island Names.
Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph., p. 56, and
map by Chas. W. Leng.

Special No. 22, Vol. VII, No. 15, March 10, 1900. " Colonel Francis
Lovelace and His Plantations on Staten Island." Edward C. Delavan, Jr.

Pamph., p. 2,2>, pl- i-4-

Special No. 23, Vol. VIII, No. 25, October 1903, " Supplement to Staten
Island Names, Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph.,
p. 22 and map.
Only a limited number of complete sets of the older volumes is now

in stock, and orders for these will be filled in the order of application.

The right is reserved to withdraw any part or numbers from sale at any
time.

2. Proceedings of the Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

These Proceedings are printed in octavo parts, four parts to a volume.
They contain the business and scientific records of the meetings of the
Association and are sent free to all patrons and to all members in good
standing.

By resolution of the Association all members and patrons may obtain
back parts at 25 cts. or back volumes at $1.00. To others the price is 50
cts. per part or $?.oo per volume, for both current and back issues.

Volume I, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains
Parts i-iv, June 1905-May 1907, p. 1-136, pl. 1-3.

Volume II, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1907-May 1909, p. 1-251.

Volume III, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains
Parts I-IV, October 1909-May 191 1, p. 1-216.

Volume IV, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains
Parts I-IV, October 1911-May 1913, p. 1-148, pl. i, 2.

Volume V, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains
Parts I-IV, October 1913-May 1915. p. 1-155, pl. 1-7.

Volume VI. Part i, p. 1-66, October 1915. " Report of the Committee
Appointed to Investigate and Report upon the Accuracy of All Dates and
Event's Entered upon the Historical Tablet in the Borough Hall."

The Act of Incorporation, Constitution and By-Laws, etc. (pamph. 8vo.

p. i-xxv, 1906) and the special " Memorial Number," issued in commemo-
ration of the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the organization of the

Natural Science Association of Staten Island (pamph., 8vo, p. i-xxxvii,

1907), will be sent free on application.*

3. The Museum Bulletin

Monthly octavo leaflets, containing official notices of meetings of the

Association and sections, important items of business transacted by the

Board of Trustees, and descriptive items concerning the museum exhibits

and activities. Begun in August 1908. Current numbers sent free on

application. Back numbers 2 cents each.

Checks should be made payable to the Staten Island Association of Arts

and Sciences, and all remittances and communications addressed to

The Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences,

New Brighton, N. Y.
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EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE ORIGINAL GRANT OF LAND
TO JACQUES GUYON 1

An old stone farmhouse, of dignified proportions and Dutch

type (i)^ (plate 2), on the west side of Guyon Avenue, between

the Mill Road and the Boulevard, stands on land formerly de-

scribed as in the Town of Southfield, County of Richmond and

State of New York, the title to which land has come down through

seven successive generations. The date of its erection is not

known but may be reasonably ascribed to the end of the seven-

teenth or early part of the eighteenth century. A brief statement

of the important events leading up to the original acquisition of

the land may be proper by way of preface.

The Dutch West India Company, chartered in 1621, granted

Hoboken, Ahasimus, and Staten Island to Michael Pauw (2),

who, in 1630, established a settlement at Ahasimus (3), but there

is nothing to indicate that he attempted any settlement on Staten

Island, and in 1637 he surrendered all his rights under the grant

to the Company (4).

The Company next made some concession to Captain David

Pietersen de Vries, the latter claiming it to be a grant of the

whole of Staten Island, but the former asserting that the grant of

a bouwerie only was intended. The first recorded settlement on

Staten Island was that begun by de Vries on January 5, 1639

(5). This settlement was destroyed by the Indians (6) and all

rights of de Vries to land on Staten Island seem to have been

abandoned.

The Company in 1642 granted to Cornelius Melyn all of Staten

Island except the bouwerie of de Vries (7). Melyn conveyed

an interest therein to Baron Hendrick van der Capellan (8).

Successive settlements established by them were destroyed by the

Indians, the last in the Peach War of 1655, its ruin being com-

plete, for all of the settlers were killed or driven from the island

(9). The names of the survivors have been preserved (10).

2 The numbers (i)-(7o) included in the text on pages 114-123 corre-

spond with the marginal numbers in the list of references on pages 128, 129.
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All of these settlements were probably in the vicinity of what

is now called Tompkinsville, formerly known as the Watering

Place (11). Johannes Bogaert, " Schreiver," returning on the

ship "De Waegh" (the Balance), one of the fleet sent by Di-

rector-General Petrus Stuyvesant to reduce the Swedish forts on

the Delaware, wrote under date of October 31, 1655, "We sailed

for the North River of Staten Island by the watering place, and

saw that all the houses there and about the beer house were

burned up by the Indians" (12). A copy of this interesting and

important letter was recently rediscovered by Mr. George W.
Tuttle, of New Brighton.

Van der Capellan attempted to establish a new settlement, but

in 1659 only two or three families, with five or six soldiers for

their protection, remained on Staten Island (13), and all the

rights of Melyn and van der Capellan to land on the island were

then surrendered to the Company (14). Acting under instruc-

tions from the Directors, Stuyvesant took possession of the

island (15), and in the following year a treaty of peace was made

with the Indians (16).

In August, 1 661, nineteen settlers, whose names appear in full,

appHed for land on Staten Island (17). Some of them were

certainly Walloons, but it is yet to be proved that any were

Waldenses. Stuyvesant referred to them as " Dutch and French

from the Palatinate" (18). Many of the persecuted French

Protestant refugees had sought asylum in the Unterpfalz or Rhine

Palatinate before emigrating to America (19) ; hence is derived

the name of New Paltz, an early Huguenot settlement in Ulster

County, New York. The Huguenot settlement at New Rochelle,

Westchester County, New York, was not made until later (20).

The new settlers established their village on a site in the im-

mediate vicinity of the Vreeland Farm House, built in 1786,

which still stands on land of the Cameron family, bounded south

and west by the Old Town Road (21). The village at Old Town

was probably intended to be similar to that at Gravesend, Long

Island, as shown on the James Hubbard Map of 1666, traces of
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which still remain. A square of something less than one thou-

sand feet on each side was intersected by two main streets, with

subdividing lanes, along which were laid out the erven and tuynen,

or house lots and garden plots, the intention being to enclose the

whole quadrangle in palisades for protection against the Indians

—

a precaution sometimes neglected by the settlers to their sorrow,

as in the case of Wiltwyck, later known as Kingston. Outside

of the village was laid out the bouwlandt or farming land.

The houses at Old Town, if not mere cellars (22), "were

slightly constructed of straw and clapboards" (23), and in the

middle of the village a blockhouse was erected (24). The block-

house therefore stood on the fiat below Fort Wadsworth, and

not upon the hill. The settlement does not seem to have become

known as Old Town until after 1664 (25).

Under date of April 16, 1663, the Directors wrote to Stuyvesant

in the following terms :

" You have not been correctly informed in regard to a new

request of the oppressed Piemontese for transportation to New
Netherland but we have been approached on a similar subject by

and in the name of the Protestant people of Rochelle, who are

now considerably oppressed and deprived of their privileges.

Although we cannot yet say much about it, it is not unlikely that

it will go on some time and then we shall not fail to give you

timely notice before they arrive, that you may make the neces-

sary preparations. As in the meantime, more and more will

come there from here every day, we think, that you should not

delay the purchasing of fertile and conveniently located lands

from the natives, to anticipate the English and be in possession of

these lands more rightfully and peacefully. You will act accord-

ingly" (26).

On the I2th day of March, 1664, Charles II of England made
a grant of a large territory, including New Netherland, to his

brother James, Duke of York and Albany (27),

Stuyvesant, in a letter to the Directors, dated August 4, 1664,

wrote as follows

:
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" We received among other papers and enclosures, by the last

ships, also an extract from your resolutions, dated January 24th,

and a letter to the Director-General referring to it, in which you

seriously recommend to us, to treat with kindness the French

families, which were to arrive here from Rochelle and from St.

Martin, to allot to them good parcels of land and assist them in

every way. Your faithful servants shall not fail to obey your

directions : we shall promote this work, so highly recommended

by you, by all possible means and above all others, as far as our

responsibility to you permits
;
you and the coming emigrants may

be sure of it. Seven or eight persons of that nationality came

over for that purpose by the last ship, the ' Eendracht/ to view

the land. As far as the shortness of their stay here allowed, they

have done it, and being most pleased with Staten Island, some

of them, among them one Jean Collyn, addressed themselves to

us and we said, for the better promotion and speedier execution

of the plan they had resolved that he should return in person by

one of the ships and report to the others : he therefore requested

our recommendations to you, that you would favor them with as

favorable conditions and as much assistance, as possible and fair

;

especially that you would please to allow your answer to a peti-

tion, made to you on the 14th of April, 1661, to take effect, so

that they could be provided with a good French preacher, which

would help to promote the undertaking. They informed us, that

the preacher at St. Martin was willing and could easily be per-

suaded to come here, if your Honors or perhaps we ourselves

were to encourage him by a letter. In their name we request you

to write such a letter and to save you and us the trouble of repeti-

tion, we have given them a copy of this recommendation not

doubting, that for the best of the country, you will favor them

with whatsoever your wisdom deems advisable" (28).

On the 27th day of August, 1664 (O. S.), New Netherland

was surrendered by the Dutch to the English. A graphic ac-

count of the surrender may be found in a letter of Domine
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Drisius (29). Richard Nicolls became the first governor under

the Duke of York (30).

The grants of land on Staten Island made by Governor Nicolls

were too indefinite and uncertain to have much practical value

(31), and they seem to have been regarded by his successors as

mere inchoate promises. One of them, bearing date October 13,

1664, of " two hundred acres of land on Staten Island over

against the Great Kell" was made to Jacques Guyon (32).

The right of the English to their newly acquired territory was

confirmed by the Treaty of Breda, executed on the 31st day of

July, 1667 (33).

THE GUYON LAND GRANT AND HOUSE, AND THE GUYON
GENEALOGY

Jacques I.

—

Jacques Guyon came from " St. M^tin en LTsle

de Re" (34), and was the agent on Staten Island of the Jean

Collyn (35), mentioned in Stuyvesant's letter of August 4, 1664;

he was described in the Nicolls grant as a merchant.

On August 16, 1667, Colonel Francis Lovelace was appointed

to succeed Governor Richard Nicolls (36) but did not reach the

Province of New York until the following year. On April 13,

1670, Governor Lovelace, as representative of the Duke of York,

obtained from the sachems claiming to represent the Indian

owners, a deed of all of Staten Island (37), probably for the

purpose of supporting the Duke's claim that Staten Island was

not intended to have been included in his grant of New Jersey

to Berkeley and Carteret (38).

In the following July, Jacques Guyon received from the

Governor " leave as yett to Continue in ye place where he hath

begun a Plantation "
(39).

In October Jacques Cortelyou was ordered to lay out eighteen

new lots in addition to the twenty-two already laid out at the

Old Town (40). These eighteen new lots probably extended

from Jacques Guyon's plantation toward the Old Town Road
and were later known as "The New Lots at the Old Town."
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Cortelyou was likewise directed to lay out forty more lots at the

Great Kill.

Dispute having arisen between Etienne Geneau and Jacques

Guyon as to the latter's right to his grant, arbitrators were, on

March 4, 1671, appointed by the Governor (41). Their award

must have been in favor of Jacques, for in 1677 Etienne received

a grant of eighty acres of land on Long Neck (42).

The site of the New Dorp does not seem to have been decided

upon at this time (43), and it may be doubted whether any village

of the Gravesend type was ever laid out in the vicinity, danger

from the Indians being past. In January of the year 1671 all

holders of grants of land on Staten Island had been ordered to

bring them in to the Governor for confirmation (44), and on

July 22, 1672, Governor Lovelace directed Mr. Andrew Norwood,

Captain Dudley Lovelace, and Mr. Robert Rider to take a survey

of Staten Island, with its dimensions and circumferences, to lay

the same down on a plat and make return thereof to him (45)-

A general unsettling of titles resulted from the capture of New
York by the Dutch on July 27, 1673 (46), and its cession to the

English Crown under the Treaty of Westminster, dated March

6, 1674 (47). A new patent was therefore granted by Charles

II to James, Duke of York and Albany, on June 29, 1674 (48),

and Major Edmund Andros was duly commissioned as Governor

of the Province of New York (49).

Governor Andros, on March 25, 1675, granted a new patent to

Jacques Guyon (plate 3) for one hundred and sixty acres of

land, with additional meadow (50a). The Boidewins Point re-

ferred to in this patent may be the peninsula of upland on which

the Wellington Carter house stands.

By an order in council, dated August 5, 1675, all persons hold-

ing warrants for land upon Staten Island were directed to apply

to the surveyor within six weeks to have their lands laid out

(50b). Many patents for land on Staten Island were issued on

September 29, 1677.

Jasper Dankers and Peter Sluyter visited Staten Island in
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October 1679. They found at Old Town seven frame houses,

three only of which were occupied, the others having been aban-

doned. They mention Walloons, but no Waldenses, and state

that the people of the island had no church and no minister (51).

In 1680 Jacques Guyon married Sarah, daughter of Philippe

easier, of Harlem, and Marie Taine his wife (52). Sarah is

said to have been much younger than her husband. On May 3

of the same year Jacques made his will, which, written in Dutch,

is hard to decipher, ibut which seems to indicate that he and his

wife Sarah appeared before Notary William Bogardus and de-

clared their will to be that the survivor should have all of the

estate (53).

Jacques Guyon, on April 18, 1692, mortgaged his plantation to

Paulus Richards, a wealthy and influential resident of New York

City, to secure a loan of £96. 10. o. (54). While the value of

the pound "current money of the Province of New York" was

only half that of the pound sterling, gold in the reign of Charles I

and probably for a long time thereafter had more than five times

its present purchasing power (55). It may be that this money

was borrowed for the purpose of building the Guyon House.

The will of Jacques Guyon was proved on December i, 1694,

and his widow Sarah duly qualified as executrix. Sarah must

have been a competent woman, for in 1699 she paid the mortgage

given to Paulus Richards, and seems to have held possession of

the property until after 1703, for land adjoining her plantation on

the north was granted by patent in 1702 to Joseph Billopp and

Abraham Lakeman (56), the description beginning "at a large

Black Oak . . . standing near the corner of Sarah D. Youins

land," and in 1703 the south thirty acres of the Billopp and Lake-

man patent were conveyed to Hanse Lawrence (57), the descrip-

tion beginning " at the northwest corner of Widow De Young's

land." Dutch and English tongues failed to master the French

pronunciation " Gweeyongh," and we frequently find the name

Guyon spelled " De Young " or " Jeyoung."

The law of primogeniture is said to have prevailed in the
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Province of New York down to the time of the Revolution (58).

As no will of Sarah Casier Guyon has been discovered, it may
therefore he assumed that her plantation descended on her death

to her oldest son, if she had a son.

Jacques or James II.—A confirmatory patent for one hundred

and sixty acres of land with additional meadow was made in the

name of Queen Anne, on August 30, 1708 (59), to Jacques

Guyon, the patent reciting that the lands described " were hereto-

fore granted vuito the said Jacques Guyon and his Heirs and

Assigns by a Certaine Pattent or Instrument under the hand and

scale of Edmund Andros Esq. Lieu* & Gov'' Gen" under his

Royall Highness James Duke of York and Albany, bearing Date

25 March 1675." As it appears that Sarah C. Guyon was in

possession of the land in 1703, under the will of her husband,

proved in 1694, it is reasonable to assume that the patentee of

1708 was her son, and we may infer from the will of Joseph

Guyon,^ who died in 1758, that she had another son named Philip,

that her son Jacques or James married Mary Holmes, and that

their children were named James, Joseph, Ann, who married

John Garrison, Stephen, John, Sarah, Elizabeth, and Mary (60).

Jacques or James II died in 1742, and letters of administration

on his estate were granted to his widow Mary and his son

James (61).

James HI.—James III was born on January 5, 1714 (62) ; the

Christian name of his wife, born on January 22, 1729, was Addra,

or, as given in his will,* "Adraansha," but her family name has

not been learned. The names of their children appear as follows

in the family Bible :

James Guyon, born March 16, 1746.

Mary Guyon, born July 24, 1747.

James Guyon, born August 20, 1749.

3 See p. 130.

* See p. 131.
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Joseph Guyon, born July 20, 1751.

Peter Guyon, born March 23, 1753.

Addra Guyon, born December i, 1755.

PhilHp Guyon, born March 30, 1758.

John Guyon, born September 8, 1759.

James III was known as Captain James Guyon (63) ; he died

in 1 761, leaving a will by which he devised the Guyon farm to

his son James IV (64). He signed his name to his bond as

administrator of the estate of his father James II, and to his own
will, as "Jeams Guyon."

James IV.—From a comparison of the dates of marriage

bonds filed in the office of the Secretary of the State of New
York with the entries of births in the family Bible, it may be

stated, subject to correction, that James IV, born August 20,

1749, was three times married, that he had one son by each

wife, and several daughters.

The first wife was Susannah Martineau, their marriage license

bond bearing date September 26, 1772 (65). The names of their

children appear to have been as follows

:

Addra, born December i, 1773, married Edward Ferine.

Ann, born January 23, 1775.

Mary, born February 28, 1776.

Susannah, born September 26, 1777.

James, born December 24, 1778.

Ann, born May 24, 1780.

The marriage license bond of a James Guyon and Margaret

Lake bears date May 7, 1782; if this were James IV, they had

the following children

:

Harmanus, born April 27, 1783, married Elizabeth Holmes.

Margaret, born December 8, 1784, married Stephen Seguine.

It is said that James IV married, 2d or 3d, Margaret, daughter

of Harmanus Garretson and Autty Simonson, his wife. The
names of their children seem to be as follows

:
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Mary, born September 3, 1793, married Abraham V. D.

Fountain.

John, born December 5, 1795, married Catharine Seguine.

Dinah, born May 24, 1799.

The Mill Road west of the Lake-Tysen farm, originally laid

out in 1722 through the Guyon farm, was relocated in 1773 so

as to skirt the edge of the meadows (66), being then known as

the road leading to Daniel Lake's mill. Parts of the water wheel

and of one of the millstones still lie upon the east bank of Mill

Creek. The straight part of Mill Road, from the Guyon farm

easterly to New Dorp Lane, probably dates back to the time of

Jacques Cortelyou's original surveys.

The life of James IV was long and must have been eventful.

Five of his children were born during the period of the Revolu-

tion, and he lived to see his son a member of Congress under the

political guidance of a vice-president of the United States,

Daniel D. Tompkins. A letter written by him to his son James

in 1821 shows him to have been a man of deep piety. He must

have been a man of substance, for he established three sons on

large farms.

James IV, in 1814, conveyed the Guyon farm to his son

James V (67), going himself to live upon the farm adjoining on

the west, which he had purchased at a partition sale of one of the

Lake estates (68) ; he died in or about the year 1823, leaving a

will^ by which he devised this farm to his son John (69), who in

turn devised it to his widow for life, with remainder to her

brothers (70), and which has been since known as the Kitty

Guyon farm. It is probable that James IV bought for his son

Harmanus the farm at the Great Kill, where the latter resided.

James V.—The last of the male line, James V, born December

24, 1778, was generally known as Major James Guyon, and

married, ist, Ann Bedell, 2d, Ann Ferine, and 3d, Martha Seguine,

5 See p. 132.
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who survived him. He had but one child, a daughter by his first

wife, named Ann Bedell Guyon, to whom his land descended on

his death intestate, March 9, 1846.

Ann Guyon Clark VI.—Ann, or Anna, B. Guyon, born October,

1800, married Dr. Ephraim Clark, son of Ephraim Clark, of

Wheatsheaf, New Jersey, and Abbie Morris, his wife, and died

intestate, June 30, 1877. Dr. Ephraim Clark was born March 29,

1797, and died November 20, 1885. They had the following

children

:

VII.— I. James Guyon Clark, born February 7, 1825, died April

9, 1915-

2. Abbie Anna Clark, baptized February 8, 1828, died in

childhood.

3. Henry Heberton Clark, baptized April 24, 1831, died in

childhood.

4. Joseph Ridgway Clark, born April 2, 1832, died May

13, 1893.

5. Arietta Minthorne Clark, baptized November i, 1834,

died October 7, 1908.

James G. Clark VII.— i. Dr. James G. Clark, of West New
Brighton, married, ist, September 3, 1846, Maria T. Thibault,

daughter of Frederick Thibault of Philadelphia and his wife

Sarah Morris, of Morristown, Pennsylvania. They had two

children

:

VIII.— I. Frederick Ephraim Clark.

2. William Milton Clark.

Dr. James G. Clark married, 2d, Blanche Aspinwall.

Fred. E. Clark VIII.— i. Dr. Frederick E. Clark, of West New
Brighton, married, ist, Apil 17, 1873, Kate Walton, daughter of

John Peck Van Bergen and Margaret Baker, his wife. They had

two children

:
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IX.— I. James Guyon Clark.

2. Kathleen Walton Clark.

Dr. F. E. Clark married, 2d, May Larned, daughter of William

L. Taylor, of St. Louis, Mo., and Mary Keleney, his wife.

James G. Clark IX.— i. James Guyon Clark, son of Dr. F. E.

Clark, married, October 23, 1901, Ethel Marie, daughter of Edgar

RichiTiond and his wife, Helen Maria Macaulay. They have one

child

:

X.— I. Constance Clark.

Kathleen Clark IX.—2. Kathleen Walton, daughter of Dr. F.

E. Clark, married Adolph Friederich Rodewald. They have one

child

:

X.—2. Kenneth Walton Rodewald.

Joseph R. Clark VII.—4. The title to the Guyon House is now

vested in the family of Joseph R. Clark, who married, November

26, 1861, Sarah, daughter of Joseph Barber and Sarah Langford,

his wife. Mrs. Sarah Clark was born June 11, 1841, and died

June 14, 191 5. They had six children:

VIII.— I. James Guyon Clark, married Harriet M. Seguine.

2. Sarah Gertrude Clark.

3. Joseph Ferdinand Clark.

4. Arietta Louisa Clark, died in infancy.

5. Alfred Ephraim Clark.

6. Minthorne Thibault Clark, born May 28, 1877, clied

March 11, 191 3.

J. Ferdinand Clark VIII.—3. Joseph Ferdinand Clark married,

April 16, 1902, Ethel Keppler. The names of their children are

as follows

:
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IX.—3. Edward Joseph Clark.

4. Muriel Cecile Clark.

5. Austin Guyon Clark.

6. Ethel Elaine Clark.

7. Norbert Ferdinand Clark.

8. Frances Gwendolyn Clark, died in infancy.

Arietta M. Clark VII.—5. Arietta M. Clark married, Decem-

ber 17, 1863, Dr. Samuel Talmage, of Somerville, N. J., son of

Thomas Talmage. Dr. S. Talmage was born February 20, 1831,

and died November 20, 1903. They had three children:

VIII.—7. Ann Guyon Talmage, born July 24, 1866, died Sep-

tember 14, 1870.

8. Sophia Van Vechten Talmage.

9. John Frelinghuysen Talmage.

Sophia V. Talmage VIII.—8. Sophia Van Vechten Talmage

married, June 5, 1895, George Andrews Minasian; they had two

children

:

IX.—9. George Talmage Minasian.

10. Dorothy Minasian, died in infancy.

John F. Talmage VIII.—9. John F. Talmage married, De-

cember 8, 1903, Louise Thorne, daughter of John Ditmas, Junior,

and Louise Rhinelander Thorne, his wife ; they have three children

:

IX.— II. Louise Ditmas Talmage.

12. Gladys Frelinghuysen Talmage,

13. John Ditmas Talmage.
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GUYON WILLS

Last Will and Testament

of

Joseph Guyon

Dated 7 December 1757

Proved 15 June 1758.

Recorded, 21 Wills 40; N. Y. Sur-

rogate's Office.

In the Name of God, Amen.

I, Joseph Guyon, of Staten Island in the County of Richmond and Province

of New York, being weak in body but of sound mind and memory, blessed

be God, do this seventh day of December in the year of our Lord 1757

make and publish this my last will and testament in manner following that

is to say first I give and bequeath cussen Joseph Guyon son of my brother

James Guyon all my lands and madows and tenements and also one hun-

dred pounds in money also I give and bequeath to my sister Ann wife of

John Garrison the sum of one hundred pounds also I give and bequeath

to my brother Stephen Guyon the sum of forty pounds also I give and

bequeath to my brother John Guyon the sum of forty pounds all the

above to be current money of the Province of New York. Also I give

and bequeath to my sister Sarah the sum of thirty pounds York money

also I give and bequeath to my sister Elisabeth Guyon the sum of thirty

pounds also I give and bequeath to my sister Mary Guyon the sum of

thirty pounds York money also I give and bequeath to Joseph Garrison

son of John Garrison the sum of forty pounds York money also I give and

bequeath to my Unkle Philip Guyon the sum of fifteen pounds York

money also I give and bequeath to my brothers two daughters Mary and

Arriantey each the sum of fifteen pounds York money and all the remain-

ing part of my movable estate after my depts and legases is paid to be

equally divided between my brother James and his three sons and I make
my brother James Guyon and my Unkle Samuel Holmes my executors of

this my last will and testament in trust for the intents and purposes and

meanings and to take care to see the same performed according to my
true intent and meaning.

In witness whereof I the said Joseph Guyon have to this my last will

and testament set my hand and seal the day and year above written.

Joseph Guyon [L S]

Signed sealed and delivered by the said Joseph Guyon as and for his

last will and testament in the presence of us who were present at the sign-

ing sealing thereof the word care interlined before the ensealing and

delivery hereof.

Daniel Lake. W""" Barnet. Joseph Holmes Jun'
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Last Will and Testament
|

^'''^"^ September 1759.

r I Proved, 3 March, 1761.

T r- r Recorded, 22 Wills, 202. N. Y. Sur-
James Guyon. ^ , r^cc

J rogate s Office.

In the Name of God, Amen,

the 27*'' day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand seven

hundred and fifty-nine. I, James Guyon, of the County of Richmond and

Province of New York, farmer, being weak in body but of perfect mind

and sound memory, thanks be to God therefor calling to mind the mor-

tality of my body and knowing that it is appointed unto all men once to

Die do make and ordain this my last will and testament that is to say

Principally and first of all I recommend my soul unto the hands of God
that gave it and for my body I recommend it to the earth to be buried in

a Christianlike manner at the Direction of my Executors nothing doubting

that at the general resurrection I shall receive the same again by the

mighty Power of God and as touching such Wordly Estate wherewith it

hath pleased God to bless me in this life, I give devise and dipose of the

same in the following manner and form.

Imprimis, it is my Will and I do order that in the first place all my just

debts and funeral charges to be paid and satisfied. Item I give and be-

queath to my beloved Wife Adraansha the sum of three hundred Pounds

current money of New York and one silver Tankard to have the use of

one room and the furniture therein whilst she continues a widow and if

she marries the furniture to go to my two daughters and further my Wife

to have the one third of the Income of the Plantation Clear besides bring-

ing up the Children and the Remainder to be equally divided between my
sons and daughters but if my Wife should insist on her thirds then I will

that she shall not have the three hundred Pounds.

Item I give unto my son James all that Plantation whereon I now dwell

except that lot of land which I bought of Richard Conner and a piece

of Land and meadows within fence below that and he to pay the sum

of Eight hundred Pounds Current money to my two sons Philip and John

when they come of age and my son James to have my Sword Pistols and

Holsters and if Either dies under age or without issue it shall be divided

amongst the surviving Brothers.

Item I give to my son Joseph the sum of Three hundred Pounds to be

levied out of my Estate.

Item I give unto my son Peter that lot of land and meadows within

fence and above mentioned.

Item I give to my daughter Mary the sum of two hundred Pounds to

be Levied out of my Estate.

Item I give to my daughter Adransha the sum of two hundred Pounds

to be levied out of my Estate and if either of them Die under age or

without Issue then the same to devolve to the surviving Daughter and I
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do hereby Revoke and Disannul all and every other former Will and
Testament and do hereby make and ordain Saml. Holmes, John Poiloin

and Cornelius Garrison sole executors of this my last Will and Testament.

In Witness I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year above

written.

James Guyon [L. S.]

Signed Sealed Delivered and Declar* by the said James Guyon .as his

last Will and Testament of us Philip Guyon, Joseph Holmes, John Daniel

the interlining between the eighteenth and nineteenth was done before

signing or sealing the word Sam" Holmes was wrote before the signing

or sealing.

Last Will and Testament

of

James Guyon,

Dated 28 July, 1823.

Proved, 26 February, 1824.

Recorded, C Wills, 895, Richmond
Co. Surrogate's Office.

In the Name of God, Amen.

I, James Guyon, of the County of Richmond and State of New York, now
having my usual health and memory, thanks be to God for it, and knowing
it is Appointed for all men Once to die, do make this my last Will and
Testament in the first place I commend my soul in the hands of God who
gave it and my Body to the earth to be buried in a Christian like and
decent manner — As for such Worldly property as it has pleased God to

bless me with I dispose of in the following manner First I give and be-

queath to my beloved Wife Margaret Guyon Fifteen hundred Dollars to

be paid by my son Harmanus Guyon out of the Bonds I hold against him
Also my fight and title to the land her Father left her in the Western
part of this State Also the Cuboard with all my linen Also one bed bed-

stead Curtains and bedding with as much Furniture As she wishes for

one room And the Use of said room as long as she wishes to Occupy it.

Also all the Silver ware Also my Pew in the Church below stairs during

her life then to Go to my son James. Also my black woman Betty with

her bed and bedding untill she shall become free with the privilege of

remaining in the house.

Item I give and bequeath to my Daughter Addra Wife of Edward
Perine the sum of seventeen hundred and fifty Dollars. Item I give and
bequeath to my Daughter Margaret Wife of Stephen Seguine the sum
of seventeen hundred and fifty Dollars Item I give and bequeath to my
Daughter Mary Wife of Abraham V. D. Fountain the sum of seventeen

hundred and fifty Dollars. Item I give and bequeath to my three grand-
sons James son of Edward and Addra Perine James son of Harmanus
and Elizabeth Guyon and James son of Abraham and Mary Fountain One
hundred Dollars each. All the several sums to be paid by my Executors
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hereinafter named One year after my decease with Interest at six per cent.

Item I give and bequeath to my son John Guyon the Farm I now live on
Together with all the privilege I have reserved for the same and also all

the land and meadows I have in the County with all my other moveable

property not otherwise disposed of provided he pays Fifteen hundred
Dollars toward the Legacies bequeathed to my Daughters Also the mort-

gage on the said Farm with all my just debts and funeral Expenses and

Lastly I do hereby Constitute and appoint my three sons James, Harmanus
and John Guyon Executors of this my last Will and Testament hereby

revoking all former Wills by me made. In Witness Whereof, I have here-

unto set my hand and Seal this Twenty eighth day of July in the Year
of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty three.

James Guyon [L. S.]

Signed sealed published and Declared by the above named James Guyon
to be his last Will and Testament and in the presence of Us who have

hereunto subscribed Our names as witnesses in the presence of the

Testator.

Joseph Williams.

Joseph Y. Williams.

Daniel S. Williams.

APPENDIX

(plates 4 AND 5)

A. The Lake and Holmes Houses

A large tract of land consisting of three lots, or two hundred and forty

acres, besides meadow, bounding the Guyon farm on the west, was granted

in 1675 to Pierre Billion and his sons. These sons, Peter and Isaac, con-

veyed the land in 1696 to Daniel Lake, of Gravesend, Long Island, who
conveyed an undivided one-half interest therein to Joseph Holmes. Actual

partition was thereafter made between them. Lake taking the east and

Holmes the west part of the original patent.

The Lake House, a two-story stone structure built in 1786, stood on the

south side of the Boulevard about two thousand feet west of Guyon

Avenue, and just southwest of the family burying ground in which head-

stones still remain standing.

This house, with considerable land, was devised by a Daniel Lake to

his grandson, Daniel W. Lake, who in 1812 sold the property and bought

the land now known as the Lake-Tysen farm.

The Holmes House stands on the north side of the Boulevard, on land

now owned by Mr. George W. Cole. It bears an almost undecipherable

inscription which seems to have been intended for "July, 1798" The

appearance of the house indicates a greater age. The Holmes family bury-
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ing ground, with standing headstones, lies on the knoll northwest of the

house.

B. The Lake-Tysen House

The eighty acres of land adjoining the Guyon farm on the east were

granted in 1677 to Hans " Lauras " or Hanse Lawrence, and seems later

to have come into the possession of James Hanse Dye, probably a son of

Hanse Lawrence. This land was probably bought at an early period by

one of the Guyons. Joseph Guyon, who died in 1758, devised his land,

without identifying it, to Joseph, son of the testator's brother James. It

is probable that Joseph ist was a son of Jacques 2d.

Joseph Guyon 2d, the nephew of Joseph ist, seems to have been in

possession of this property, from recitals in a mortgage of 1772 from

Daniel Lake to Christian Jacobson and the record of relocation of the

Mill Road in 1773. (B Mgs., 84; E Deeds, 51.)

The earliest recorded deed is that given by Martines Swaim to Peter

Cortelyou in 1790. The latter appears to have married Addra Guyon in

1772. The land later came to the Barger family, was partitioned and

conveyed in 1812 to Daniel W. Lake, whose daughter, Elizabeth C. Lake,

married David Jacques Tysen. On the partition of the property after the

death of Daniel W. Lake, it was conveyed, in 183,9, to David J. Tysen, and

is now the property of his son, bearing the same name.

C. The William Lake House

This is the stone two-story, curb-roof house standing in the Tysen fac-

tory plant. The land was originally granted to Samuel Curtis and was

later conveyed to James Rue. A mortgage covering this land was made
in 1772 by Daniel, son of William Lake. It seems to have come to the

possession of another William Lake, on a partition of whose estate it was
conveyed to Anthony Johnson in 1825. The way running through the

property in a northerly and southerly direction is still known as Johnson's

Lane.

D. The Jacobson House

This house stands on the west side of New Dorp Lane, near the Boule-

vard, on land coming through the following chain of titles

:

1677. Sept. 29.—Sir Edmund Andros, governor, &c., to John Watson.

1685. Dec. I.—John Watson and Sarah, his wife, to Josiah Marlett.

1699. May 22.—Josiah Marlett and Jane, his wife, to Christopher Gar-

ret'son.

1706. May 2.—Stoffel Garrison van Sant and Rachel, his wife, to Aris

Jansen (Vanderbilt).

1715. May 19.—Aris Van der Bilt and Helitia, his wife, to Jacob Vander-
bilt. Will of Jacob Vanderbilt, dated May 10, 1759; proved Jan-

uary 27, 1761 ; 22 Wills, 345, N. Y.
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1762. March 6.—Executors of will of Jacob Vanderbilt to his son, John

Vanderbilt.

1764. May I.—John Vanderbilt, Elizabeth, his wife, and Heletia, his

mother, to Christian Jacobson, who was killed in the house during

the Revolution.

E. The Presbyterian Church of 1729

Nathaniel Britton, in 1696, received a patent for one hundred acres of

land lying at the head of New Dorp Lane. The westernmost twenty acres

he sold in 1701 to Richard Curtis, in whose family it remained until sold

to James Rue in 1714.

Nathaniel Britton, son and heir of the patentee, sold the remaining

eighty acres, more or less, to Jacob Vanderbilt in 1719, describing the

parcel so conveyed as bounded on the west by the land of Jacques Cor-

telyou and raising the presumption that the latter had previously acquired

title to the twenty acres sold to Rue.

Jacques Cortelyou, being so possessed of the twenty acre parcel, on May
13, 1729, by deed recorded October 30, 1744, in Liber D of Deeds, page 149,

conveyed a part thereof, being a lot fifty by fifty feet, to the officers of

" The Presbyterian Society," this deed reciting that the members of the

Presbyterian Society, " being destitute of A public Meeting House now

have built and erected (but as yet not furnished) a House for that end

& intent on a piece of ground . . . belonging to Jacques Cortelyou," being

the lot so conveyed. A copy of this deed may be found in Morris' History

of Staten Island, volume 2, page 284.

The church so built seems later to have been removed to Richmond, for

a deed dated May i, 1769, recorded in Liber E of Deeds at page 64, made

by Jacob Rezeau to the officers of the Dutch Protestant and English Pres-

byterian Churches, contains the recital that " Whereas, the aforesaid Dutch

Protestants and English Presbyterians in the said County of Richmond,

in order that the Worship of Almighty God may be statedly administered

among them. Have by a Voluntary compact agreed, to unite in removing

The Presbyterian Church now standing at Stony Brook to Richmond

Town & in re-building the same And Whereas they are at present destitute

of a Commodious Lott of Land in Richmond Town for erecting the Pres-

byterian Church intended to be removed as aforesaid . .
.," and conveys

accordingly a lot in the northwest part of the Rider patent.

After the Piedmont massacre of 1655, a fleet of three or four vessels

loaded with Waldensian refugees left the Texel for the South or Dela-

ware River. (i Baird, 183). There is no evidence that any of this com-

pany settled on Staten Island. Stuyvesant referred to the settlers at Old

Town as " Dutch and French from the Palatinate "
; this was erroneously

quoted by Brodhead as " French Waldenses and afterwards many Hugue-

not's from Rochelle." Out of this error seems to have grown the Walden-

sian myth. The claim that a Waldensian Church existed at Stony Brook

or elsewhere on Staten Island is unsupported by any tangible evidence.
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F. Saint Andrew's Church

1680. Dec. 28.—Edmund Andros, Governor, to James Hubbard.

1699. Dec. 9.—Hubbard to James Fitche.

Fitchet to James Hanse Dye.

1704. March 18.—James Hanse Dye and Mary, his wife, to Matthew

Decker.

1707. March 18.—Matthew Decker and Eve, his wife, to William Tillyer.

1711. Aug. 6.—William Tillyer and Mary, his wife, to Trustees for the

building of an English Church.

The parcel last conveyed was a small lot near the southwest corner of

the Hubbard patent.

G. Huguenots at the Head of the Fresh Kill

The description of the Hubbard patent begins " at a little cove of reedy

meadow at the Head of the Fresh Kill," and as the Head of the Fresh

Kill the locality was known until, as shown by the will of Arent Prall

and the Popple Map, it acquired the opprobrious name of Cuckoldstowne,

later becoming officially known as Richmond Town, now shortened into

Richmond.

Here we find the names of DuBois, Rezeau, Gitou, and Joubert, as well

as that of Antoine Fonfaigne.

Here Robert Rider received a patent for 320 acres of land. He was a

surveyor, and, dying insolvent and intestate, his land was sold by his rep-

resentatives to Antoine Fontaigne. Antoine died, leaving a widow, Sarah,

who later married Hanse Lawrence, and a son known as Vincent Fountain.

Vincent conveyed the east 160 acres of the patent to James Hanse Dye
and the west 160 acres to Elizabeth Gerritse.

James Hanse Dye, in 1696, conveyed the east 80 acres of the tract to

James Fitchet, who in the following year mortgaged it to Hanse Lawrence

Dye, and in 1699 conveyed it to Thomas Coone. Apparently, Hanse

Lawrence (Dye) took back 79 acres under his mortgage, Coone retaining

one acre, on which later was erected the building which came to be known
as DuBois's Tavern, perhaps the same sometimes referred to as the Cuck-

oldstowne Inn, the building standing in what is now the bed of Centre

Street, near the Fresh Kill Road.

DuBois' Tavern Lot

1699. Feb. 29.—Hans Lawrence to Thomas Coone i acre.

1700. March 6.—Thomas Coone to Louis DuBois i acre.

1718. March 19.—Louis DuBois, junior, blacksmith, and wife, to

Philip Tillyer i acre.

1 761. March 2.—Mortgage, Richard Cole to Barnt Slaght i acre.

1767. May I.—Mortgage, William Crisp and wife to Richard Cole i acre.

1768.

—

Mortgage, Thomas Frost and wife to Richard Cole I acre.
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1781. April 24.—Thomas Frost and wife to Moses Doty i acre.

1798. April 30.—Doty's Heirs to Isaac Swain i acre.

1806. Aug. 18.—Isaac Swain's administrators to Martines Swaim i acre.

1806. Aug. 19.—Martines Swaim, cordwainer, to John DuBois ... i acre.

1826. Sept. 19.—Loan Officers to Catherine DuBois i acre.

1836. May 2.—Catherine DuBois, widow, to Henry I. Seaman ... i acre.

1842. June 20. Henry I. Seaman to Farnham Hall i acre.

This last deed recites that all or part of this one acre lot then formed

the bed of Centre Street.

Reseati

The remaining 79 acres were conveyed as follows

:

1702. May 18.—Hans Lawrence and Sarah, his wife, to William Dye.

1702. Feb. 21.—William Hanse to John Androvat.

The Androvets were Waldenses from the Vaudois village of Merindol,

on the Durance. (2 Baird, 118.)

1705. Nov. 9.—John Adrovat and wife to Rene Rezeau.

Rene Rezeau, a mason, of Isle de Re, fled with his wife, Anne Coursier,

from France, in 1685. (i Baird, 305.)

The Rezeau burying ground, adjoining the present county courthouse,

and the lot granted by Jacob Rezeau in 1769 to the Dutch Protestants and

English Presbyterians, formed part of this 79 acre tract.

There was an earlier Dutch church at Richmond, for on March 6, 1696,

James Hanse Dye and James Fitchet gave a lease for fifty years of a

small lot on the west side of the Fresh Kill Road to " The Dutch Congre-

gation." This lease was assigned March 13, 1700, to Louis DuBois with

" one house at the head of the Fresh Kills and the planks thereunto belong-

ing which formerly was built for the Dutch Congregation and for the

service thereof formerly used." References are found in deed of neigh-

boring property to ' the voorleezer's house." It may be surmised that

this congregation migrated north to the vicinity of the Merrill Cemetery,

in the John West patent, Northfield (B Deeds, 424), and later to the

North Shore.

Rcseau and Van Pelt, >

being the west 80 acres of the east 160 acres.

172,2. May 8.—James Dye and Mary, his wife, to Samuel Holmes.

1740. Dec. 22.—Samuel Holmes and Mary, his wife, to Jacob Rezeau and

John Van Pelt.

Gitou,

being the east 80 acres of the west 160 acres.

1704. Jany.—Johannes Garretson and Hester, his wife, to Louis Gitou.
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Joubert,

being the west 80 acres of the west 160 acres.

1699. March 22.—Elizabeth Gerritse to Pierre Joubert (blacksmith).

H. Some Huguenots of Westfield

A grant of 80 acres of land on the south side of the Fresh Kill was

made November i, 1675, to Francois Chartier, who on March 26, 1676, con-

veyed it to Me3mard Journee, from Mardyk in Flanders, (i Baird, 182,

188; Riker, 76.) Journee died; his widow, Elizabeth, married Francois
" Sewpine " and they sold the land to Jacob Larzelere, of Flatbush, whose

family name was originally La Resilier.

Bankers and Sluyter mention Pierre Le Gardenier and Le Chaudron-

nier (or the tinker.) Mr. Riker identified the former as Pierre Cresson

from Picardy, who had been a gardener to the Prince of Orange (Riker,

55, 76) and thought that the latter was Jean Belleville (i Baird, 305;

Riker, 220), who, on April 12, 1698, conveyed a lot of land to the French

Congregation, (i Morris, 50.)

A grant in the name of Queen Anne was made in 1702 to Francis Vin-

cent, a Fleming, who, with Paul Droilhet', conveyed a part thereof in

1709 to Albert Johnson, (i Baird, 182, 232, 306, 309; 2 id., 131, 17, 29,

38, 205.)

Marc du Sauchoy came from Picardy. (Riker, no.)
" Usleton " may have been a corruption of Uzille. (Riker, 54.) David

Uzille was a brother-in-law of Jacques Guyon. (Riker, 71.)
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Fig. I. Seal on instrument shown in figure 2
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Fig. 2. Instrument of original Guyon land grant
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r. Proceedings of the Natural Science Association of Staten Island

These Proceedings were printed in octavo numbers, partly in leaflet and
partly in pamphlet form, from November lo, 1883, to June 3, 1905, and
are included in nine volumes, separately indexed.

They may be obtained by members and patrons at $i.So per volume. To
others the price per volume is $3.00.

. Single numbers of back volumes may be obtained at 10 cts. each, except
the following, for which a unifi^rm price of 50 cts. each wil! be charged:

Special No. 21, Vol. V, No. 5, March 14, 1896. " Staten Island Names,
Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph., p. 56, and
map by Chas. W. Leng.

Special No. 22, Vol. VII, No. 15, March 10, igoo. " Colonel Francis
Lovelace and His Plantations on Staten Island." Edward C. Delavan, Jr.

Pamph., p. 33, pl- 1-4-

Special No. 23, Vol. VIII, No. 25, October 1903, " Supplement to Staten
Island Names, Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph.,
p. 22 and map.
Only a limited number of complete sets of the older volumes is now

in stock, and orders for these will be filled in the order of application.

The right is reserved to withdraw any part or numbers from sale at an>
time.

2. Proceedings of the Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

These Proceedings are printed in octavo parts, four parts to a volume.
They contain the business and scientific records of the meetings of the

Association and are sent free to all patrons and to all members in good
standing.

By resolution of the Association all members and patrons may obtain

back parts at 25 cts. or back volumes at $1.00. To others the price is 50
cts. per part or $2.00 per volume, for both current and back issues.

Volume I, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, June 1905-May 1907, p. 1-136, pl. 1-3.

Volume II, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1907-May 1909, p. 1-251.

Volume III, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts I-IV, October 1909-May 191 1, p. 1-216.

Volume IV, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1911-May 1913, p. 1-148, pl. i, 2.

Volume V, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1913-May 1915, p. 1-155, pl. 1-7.

Volume VI, Part i, p. 1-66, October 1915. "Report of the Committee
Appointed to Investigate and Report upon the Accuracy of All Dates and
Event's Entered upon the Historical Tablet in the Borough Hall."

Part I, p. 67-111, pl. I, October 1915-January 1916.

The Act of Incorporation, Constitution and By-Laws, etc. (pamph. 8vo,

p. i-xxv, 1906) and the special " Memorial Number," issued m commemo-
ration of the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the organization of the

Natural Science Association of Staten Island (pamph., 8vo, p. i-xxxvii,

1907), will be sent free on application.

3. The Museum Bulletin

Monthly octavo leaflets, containing official notices of meetings of the

Association and sections, important items of business transacted by t|ie

Board of Trustees, and descriptive items concerning the museum exhibits

and activities. Begun in August 1908. Current numbers sent free on

application. Back numbers 2 cents each.

Checks should be made payable to the Staten Island Association of Arts

and Sciences, and all remittances and communications addressed to

The Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences,

New Brighton, N. Y,
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Sanderson Smith^

Arthur Hollick

(with portrait)

Sanderson Smith was born in London, England, May 14, 1832,

and died at Port Richmond, Staten Island, N. Y., March 28, 1915.

I was not aware of his death until about two months after it

occurred, and subsequently a yet longer period elapsed before I

succeeded in getting into communication with members of his

family. He was known to but relatively few of the members of

the present association; but in this section there are four of the

fourteen pioneers who met on November 12, 1881, organized the

Natural Science Association of Staten Island, and elected San-

derson Smith its first president. It is eminently proper, there-

fore, that we who most nearly represent the old association, who

remember Mr. Smith personally, and are familiar with his scien-

tific activities and writings, should be the ones to place on record

a suitable tribute to his memory.

At the time when the Natural Science Association was organ-

ized Sanderson Smith was the oldest and most prominent man of

purely scientific attainments on Staten Island, and he was the

one whom we naturally selected to be the head of the Association.

1 Presented at the meeting of the Section of Natural Science April 8, 1916.
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His activities in connection with the Association during the

first year of its existence were mostly confined to those of presiding

officer; but subsequently he contributed the following papers:

Notes on Deep Sea Dredging, Proc. Nat. Sci. Assoc. Staten

Is. 1 : 17. Jan. 10, 1885; Notes on the Mollusca of Staten Island,

Ibid. 35. June 12, 1886; Catalogue of the Mollusca of Staten

Island, Ibid. 50 (Extra No. 5). Mar. 1887; Note on the Distri-

bution of Littorina littoria along the Atlantic Coast, Ibid. 61.

Jan. 14, 1888; Note on Limax maxima, Ibid. 68. June 9, 1888;

Memorandum on an Old Indian Deed to Staten Island, Ibid. 2:

81. June 13, 1891; Notes on the Shells of the John J. Crooke

Collection, Ibid. 3: 14. May 14, 1892; Memorandum on Mer-

lucius hilinearis, Ibid. 20. Sept. 10, 1892.

Mr. Smith donated to our museum a large and valuable col-

lection of minerals, and bequeathed to our library many works on

genealogy, others on general scientific subjects, and a fine

collection of picture postal cards of Staten Island. The library

material has not yet been completely assorted, and many valuable

and interesting books, pamphlets, pictures, maps, etc., yet remain

to be accessioned and catalogued.

During the period from 1881 to 1893 Mr. Smith was specially

engaged by the American Museum of Natural History, under

Professor R. P. Whitfield, to classify, label, and arrange the shell

collections. He was well known in the scientific world as a

conchologist and malacologist and also for his work in connection

with the United States Fish Commission from 1 875-1 887.

Of greatest interest to us, however, aside from his contri-

butions to our Proceedings, is his joint paper with Dr. J. W.
Hubbard, which is one of the earliest published contributions to

our local natural history records. This paper is the Catalogue

of the Mollusca of Staten Island, N. Y., read before the New
York Lyceum of Natural History, May i, 1865, and printed in

1867 in its Annals, volume 8, pages 151-154.

In the same volume of the Annals may also be found, on pages

1 49-151, his Notice of a Post-Pliocene Deposit on Gardiner's

Island, Suffolk Co., N. Y., and on pages 194, 195, Catalogue of
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the Mollusca of Little Gull Island, Suffolk Co., N. Y., both of

which papers also were read before the Lyceum on the date before

mentioned.

The earliest of Mr. Smith's contributions to science, of which

I have been able to obtain any record, is entitled On the Mollusca

of Peconic and Gardiner's Bays, Long Island, N. Y., read before

the Lyceum December 5, 1859, and printed in the Annals, volume

8, pages 147-168, in 1862.

A brief obituary notice may be found in Science 41 : 787-788.

May 28, 1915^ and a somewhat more extended one in the

American Journal of Science 39: 685-686. June 1915.



The Evening Grosbeak in Greater New York^

Harold K. Decker

Though there are a number of records of the evening grosbeak,

Hesperiphona vespertina vespertina, in New York State, chiefly

in the central, western, and northwestern parts, there seems to be

but one possibility that it has ever before been observed in New
York City. On page 289 of his Catalogue of Birds observed on

New York, Long and Staten Islands, and the Adjacent Parts of

New Jersey ,2 George N. Lawrence lists the bird merely as rare and

gives no specific locality. A more recent observation is that

made by Waldron DeWitt Miller at Plainfield, New Jersey, in

1911,^ It is highly gratifying, therefore, to report the first defi-

nite record for New York City, which was made at 3 :30 p. m. on

Jan. 9, 1916, by the writer and Theodore L. Hermann.

About a half mile southwest of Castleton Corners, Staten

Island, is a section of country partly cleared by a real estate com-

pany but- still supporting a stand of second growth white oak,

greenbriers and the other vegetation characteristic of land left to

survive abuse. The leaves of the oaks are crisped and curled into

bunches at the top, and the rattling of these leaves first drew

attention to the presence of the birds, which proved to be a fine

male and female evening grosbeak. The yellow and oHve markings

of the male were most brilliant, while the color of the bill was

distinguishable with the naked eye at a distance of thirty feet.

The white secondaries showed up in a bold waxy contrast with the

black primaries. The two birds rarely kept apart but followed

one another closely, often alighting in the same scrub oak tussock.

Later observation proved that they were nipping off the buds.

It was easy to get within eight or ten feet of the birds at any time,

1 Presented at the meeting of the Section of Natural Science April 8, 1916.

2 Annals Lye. Nat. Hist. [New York] 8: 279-300. 1866.

3 Bird Lore 13: 95. Mar.-Ap. 1911.
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so unsuspecting were they, and it would have been reasonably

possible to knock one down with a stick. Indeed it may have

been only a sense of the esthetic that kept the writer from adding

the male to the collection of our museum.

A few other remarks may also be of interest. The only calls,

rather short whistling notes, were given by the male, and he

was especially conservative in this respect. The only feeding

actually observed was upon the black oak and was probably

upon some species of Coccidae common to the smaller twigs

of this tree. At one time, during the half hour spent observ-

ing the birds, the male mounted to a white oak limb twenty-

five feet from the ground, and stationing himself close to the trunk,

in one of those gnarly growths common to this tree, remained

there for five minutes before he was forced out. Later, at a

meeting of the Linnaean Society, Mr. Charles H. Rogers remarked

that the blue grosbeak, Guiraca caerulea caerulea, had a tendency

to sit around, and perhaps this was an example of the same trait.

On the followang morning the birds were again observed in the

same place but did nothing of special interest. Rain kept the

birds from their normal routine and made things disagreeable

in every way for further observation. On the following days the

birds could not be found and doubtless had left the vicinity, though

a nearby pine grove offered excellent cover for the night. The

cedars in Fair View Cemetery also offered suitable conditions for

roosting.

Though it was supposed that the birds had left the island,

the possibility that they had gone to the very attractive

grounds of the Moravian Cemetery at New Dorp was considered

;

but not until Sunday, March 12 did the unexpected happen.

At 3 p. m. on this date the birds were seen in the cemetery

by Howard H. Cleaves, Theodore L. Hermann, and the

writer, and our well founded supposition was substantiated.

The female was first seen in a white oak but she flew away,

returning later, however, with the male, and together they fed

on the buds of a white maple until they became alarmed and

flew off, giving a short mellow whistle. Since then the birds
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have been seen quite periodically by a number of observers,

notably Mr. William T. Davis, Dr. Arthur Rollick, Mr. Howard

H. Cleaves, and Mr. Charles H. Rogers. At the time of this

writing March 26 is the latest date of observation. Only the

male was seen by the writer, but there is no reason to suppose

that the female has left the grounds.

Just what agencies combined to bring these unusual but desir-

able birds to Staten Island can be only conjectured. Food

supply was probably of chief moment, yet temperature may have

been a contributing factor. In any event the presence of these

birds is as unexplainable as the 19 14 scarcity of chickadees in

New York State.



Interesting Records of the Work of Woodpeckers^

Wm. T. Davis

(with plate 6)

In the Report of the Insects of New Jersey for 1909, by

Prof. John B. Smith, there is this note on J. Turner Brakeley:

" An enthusiastic amateur and owner of the Lahaway Cranberry

plantations, whence I have received a very large number of

specimens from him. He is the originator of the plaster cast

method of studying underground insects, and has added much to

our knowledge of mosquito habits." Mr. Brakeley died in 1915,

aged sixty-eight, and an appreciative obituary by his friend

Robert P. Dow appeared in the Bulletin of the Brooklyn Ento-

mological Society for October of that year. This kindly man
resided for the greater part of each year at Lahaway Plantations

in Ocean County, New Jersey, a place recorded on the govern-

ment topographical map as lying about fifteen miles west of

Lakewood. Here he busied himself about the plantation amid

very interesting surroundings, looking after the birds, the

flowers, the deer, and many other wild things that lived in his

woods, which were protected. For exercise he often chopped

wood and was careful to preserve anything of interest that he

found while so employed. Gradually he accumulated a con-

siderable series of specimens of the work of woodpeckers; of

bygone tragedies when perhaps on some cold winter day a

hungry woodpecker worked for hours on the trunk of an oak,

finally drilling a hole to the tunnel of a succulent wood-boring

larva that to every outward appearance would seem to have

been safe from all enemies in the heart of the tough oak tree.

But a woodpecker is a resourceful bird when it comes to larva

hunting and Mr. Brakeley's collection shows many interesting

efforts on the part of the birds to secure the coveted insects.

1 Presented at the meeting of the Section of Natural Science April 8, 1916.
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Professor Smith was interested in these examples of wood-

pecker work and comments upon them in Entomological News,

volume 5, page 73, March 1894. He was particularly interested

in a fine specimen of the larva of a Cossid moth, probably Pm-
noxystus guerciperda Fitch, which Mr. Brakeley discovered in an

oak, a woodpecker having failed in an attempt to get the insect.

On PLATE 6, figure i, is shown an interesting double drilling in

a white oak. Under date of June i, 1895, Mr. Brakeley made the

following comment on the specimen figured :
" Woodpecker, parti-

tion hole. The space under the partition [not shown in the figure]

was so tightly packed with larval excelsior that at first thought

it was solid wood. Woodpecker drilled lower hole first and no

find; was just below the grub's excelsior. Then he drilled the

upper hole and got the grub, leaving a curious solid wood par-

tition between the two drills. Evidently a work saver and

thought it no use to do useless work and so left a partition."

This second and upper hole would probably not have been neces-

sary if the larval chamber had not been so tightly packed with

frass as to prevent the woodpecker's flexible tongue from finding

the grub.

Some of the most interesting specimens are those in which the

hole made, perhaps many years before the tree was felled, has

been completely covered by subsequent growth. First there is a

core of bark partly filling the funnel-shaped hole made by the

woodpecker, and later this is succeeded by the usual annual rings,

thus completely obliterating the tragedy. Years go by and the

tree is felled and sawed into lengths, and one of these when split

shows where the larva lived and died, for the woodpecker got

the insect in spite of the inch of solid oak between the larva

and the outer world. Such a specimen is shown on plate 6,

figure 2, where the tree had completely covered over all signs of

the hole made by the woodpecker at least fifteen years before

the tree was felled.
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The Local Occurrence of Conocephalus strictus^

William T. Davis

Conocephalus strictus (Scudder). In our Proceedings,

volume 2, page 193, March-May 1909, this grasshopper is re-

corded under the name of Xiphidium strictum from Arrochar,

Staten Island, where on a dry and rather barren hill it occurred

quite commonly. The following note was made concerning the

specimens observed at that time: " While nearly all of the indi-

viduals have abortive tegmina and wings about three or four

mm. in length, a few have these parts well developed. In a

great many specimens collected, only two or three were inter-

mediate in this respect, that is to say, they are either without

wings or are well able to fly."

In recent years this insect has spread very considerably on the

island, and during the autumn of 1915 it was found on Ward's

Hill, Pavilion Hill and Fort Hill near Tompkinsville ; also in the

Clove valley near the Clove Road and Bard Avenue, at all of

which localities it was found associated with the Virginia beard-

grass, Andropogon virginicus L., which also, of late years, has

spread considerably on Staten Island. About ninety specimens

of the insect were collected and many more were seen , all of which

were either provided with wings or were without them and not

able to fly. None of the rarer intermediate form recorded

from Arrochar was observed.

1 Presented at the meeting of the Section of Natural Science April 8, 1916.
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Blue Blood and Red^

Works of fiction in which Staten Island is the geographic back-

ground are exceedingly few. Some of the incidents in James

Fenimore Cooper's Water Witch are, in part, concerned with

the island, and F. Hopkinson Smith's Tom Grogan is based

entirely upon assumed local characters and conditions; but these

authors were not residents of Staten Island. In the book now

before us, however, we have a work of local fiction by a local

writer, Anna McClurc Sholl, under the nom de plume of GeofTrey

Corson.

By anyone who appreciates good literary style the book will

well repay perusal. It is a love story, realistic, romantic and

verging on the tragic, with a plot that keeps one guessing from

start to finish. As an exposition of social conditions some may,

perhaps, question the moral that may be deduced from it;

but few would wish to have the final chapter end any differently

than it does. Certain of the incidents call for delicate treatment;

but the author was equal to the task in every instance, and the

only criticism pOvSsible in this connection would be that such

incidents should never be made an element in the plot of any

story.

The aristocratic Carmichael family of the hills and the lowly

McCoy family of the shore region together form the web of which

Neal Carmichael and Patricia McCoy are the main warp and

woof, with lesser threads paralleling and crossing them. The

cold, selfish, unemotional Ada, whose code of life is to avoid every-

thing disagreeable and to encourage everything conducive to

ease and her conceptions of pleasure, irrespective of the pain

that others may experience as a consequence, is the disturbing

1 Blue Blood and Red
|
by

|
Geoffrey Corson

1 New York | Henry Holt and
Company ] 1915. 8vo, cloth, 395 p.
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element in the fabric, while shrewd old I'ncle Shamus with his

Celtic sense of humor, and the good, whole-souled priest, Father

Carew, serve to smooth out some of the rough places. The tenets

of the Roman Catholic Church, and their influence on the social

and family life of its communicants, are lightly touched upon

and are factors in the development of the plot; hut in its cul-

mination the author has taken advantage of the license of fiction

and has ignored the commonly accepted attitude of the Church

in regard to divorce, in order that the principal characters may
be happily married. A hypercritical reader may also take ex-

ception to the description of a certain natural phenomenon which

is said to have obtained " late one afternoon in the last of June,"

when " the giant shadows of great trees stretched toward the

empty east where hung a moon thin as a wafer." How the

moon—and apparently a full moon at that—could be visible in

the " empty " east above the horizon before sunset is not, how-

ever, much more difficult to understand than Rider Haggard's

description, in King Solomon's Mines, of a crescent or new moon

peeping above the eastern horizcjn after the sun had set, or his

subsequent description of a full moon rising about ten o'clock

at night. Charlotte Bront6, in Jane Ityre, was also guilty of

making the crescent moon rise in the evening, and even Robert

Louis Stevenson made a similar lunar error in connection with

two o'clock in the morning, so our author is in good company

in regard to peculiar astronomical observations.

If any readers think they can identify certain of the characters

with living personalities, or certain of the incidents with actual

occurrences in our local social life, that is a privilege which can

not be denied them; but it is something which the reviewer does

not feel called upon to discuss. Many of the locality features

arc, however, readily recognizable by those who are familiar with

our county seat and the highways and byways adjacent to it;

and the old mill at the head of Fresh Kills, the picturesque old

farmhouse and orchard near by, " St. Anne's " church, the

' Southmarsh " road, the relatively distant " Grandville," etc.,

with the facts and traditions connected with them, now possess
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an added interest from having been commemorated and so well

utilized in fiction.

A. H.

The Major and the Queen, etc.^

This is essentially an historical sketch of the several Dutch

and English claims to the ownership of Staten Island, with a

special presentation of the much discussed grants of crown lands

on the island by Queen Anne to Major Lancaster Symes; and

critical reading gives the impression that it is designed as a special

pleading for the validity of titles based upon these grants, as

may be inferred from the following statement: " Special repre-

sentatives of large and important property holders in New York

City were within the past few years expressly sent to London

and for months were in direct communication and conference

with the English Government, seeking a solution of the vexed

question of titles to lands on Staten Island, but to no avail. . . .

It has been the good fortune, however, of the American Title

and Trust Company to secure, after a lengthy, expensive and

skilled research, the long and expensively sought for evidence.

It is now in a position of exceptional knowledge as to the original

grant or grants underlying each and every piece of land on Staten

Island. . . . What is also of vast interest and great value, it

possesses, as previously stated herein, the copy of an early com-

prehensive and official survey of the said Island, the existence of

which is apparently unknown to the present authorities and other

title companies. ..."

To one who is not personally concerned with property interests,

however, it is the plain historical facts that are of greatest

interest, and these are entertainingly presented in this volume,

2 The Major and
|
the Queen

I
or j A Royal Grant to a Gallant Soldier

|

by
I
S. L. Mershon

|
member of

|
the National Geographic Society, Washing-

ton, D. C, . . .
]
Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences; etc., etc.

[

A Staten Island Record
|
of Historic Import

| New York
|
R. R. Beam &

Company
|

publishers.

Copyright, 1915, by S. L. Mershon. Distributed by the American Title

and Trust Co., Dupont Building, Wilmington, Del. Cloth, i2mo, 98 p.

23 pi.
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the scope of which may be inferred from the following excerpts

:

" In sixteen hundred and sixty-four the English government

asserted its right to all the territory on the Atlantic Coast of

North America between thirty degrees North latitude and
fifty-eight degrees North latitude, which claim included Staten

Island. . . . Staten Island was the first territory seized by the

English fleet when enforcing the claim of the English govern-

ment. Immediately following the establishment of an English

government in the province the English Crown purchased Staten

Island from the Indians. . . . this was in the year sixteen

hundred and seventy . . . after the English Crown had acquired

the actual title to the lands on Staten Island it made grants of

various tracts for settlement and farming purposes until it had

granted about one half (3^) of the Island. Then Queen Anne,

the owner in fee of all of the remaining Staten Island lands, made
one final, complete and comprehensive grant of all of the Crown
lands on the Island to Major Lancaster Symes." Hence the

title of the volume.

Among the many subjects selected for illustration may be

mentioned a portrait of Queen Anne, which is given the prominent

position of frontispiece; views of the Ferine House, St. Andrew's

church, and the Museum of the Association; a photographic

reproduction of the opening paragraphs of the will of Major

Symes; and sketches illustrative of incidents connected with the

relations between the Indians and the early white settlers of the

island.

The author acknowledges his indebtedness to the facilities for

historical research afforded by membership in the Association

and " specially recommends that when possible, persons who are

interested in Staten Island and its history should visit the ex-

ceedingly interesting Museum . . . maintained by the Staten

Island Association of Arts and Sciences. The Historical,

Geological, Botanical, and other exhibits there collected and

relating to Staten Island and open to the inspection of the public,

will richly repay a visit thereto. The bulletins heretofore issued

by as well as those continually issuing from that Association and
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containing an account of the proceedings of the Staten Island

Association of Arts and Sciences will be found very interesting

reading. They will prove a valuable and important addition

to the library of any scholar who is interested, as all American

scholars should be, in the remarkable history and unique char-

acteristics of this exceptional borough in the City of New York."

A. H.

Old Roads from the Heart of New York^

This charmingly written and beautifully illustrated volume

deserves far more extended mention than is possible here; but the

chapters that have to do with Staten Island may at least be

briefly reviewed. The first one. Chapter VII, describes what

may be seen of historic interest in the region between St. George

and South Beach, with incidental references to any existing fea-

tures that will serve to guide the visitor on the way. In con-

nection with St. George it is pleasing to note that the author

says: "Near here ... is a large, old-fashioned house marked
' Public Museum.' The collections include many old documents,

books, relics, coins, and so on relating to the colonial period on the

island. . . . The museum is under the auspices of the Staten

Island Association of Arts and Sciences. ... It possesses one

of the most complete collections in existence of Staten Island

Indian relics, etc.;" and one of the plates includes a picture of

the exterior of the museum, with the legend " The Public Museum
of St. George, where many Valuable Historic Relics are Shown."

The author spent some time in our library, gathering data in

regard to the island, in connection with which it is gratifying to

note her acknowledgment of especial indebtedness to our museum
staff for assistance in collecting material and locating landmarks.

The route above mentioned canies the reader through Tomp-
kinsville, past the Planter's Hotel and the Vanderbilt houses,

Stapleton, Arrochar, the supposed site of Oude Dorp, and thence

^ Old Roads from the
|
Heart of New York

|
Journeys Today by

|
Ways of

Yesterday
|
Within Thirty Miles Around the Battery

|
by

|
Sarah Comstock

1
G. P. Putnam's Sons

|
New York and London

| 1915. 8vo, cloth, 401 p.

69 pi. and map. ,
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to South Beach, which the author describes as " a people's play-

ground, where peanut, ice cream and chewing gum consumption

is going on under the nose of history."

Chapter VIII describes the route to Richmond by \\\\y of the

Richmond Road, mentioning Emerson Hill and its associations,

the Ferine House, the Moravian church and cemetery, the Black

Horse tavern and other places of interest, with historic incidents

and traditions connected with them and their vicinage. Chapter

IX is concerned with Tottenville and Perth Amboy, in which,

necessarily, the Billopp House plays an important part. This is

a revised and abbreviated reprint of an article that appeared in

the New York Times of September 7, 1913, under the title

" Following Billopp's Route to Tottenville," and was briefly re-

viewed in our Proceedings, vol. 5, p. 16.

Pictures of histoiic interest include the old Vanderbilt home-

stead at Stapleton, the Planter's Hotel, the Cortelyou homestead

at New Dorp, the Moravian Church, the Ferine House, Saint

Andrew's Church, and two views of the Billopp House. There

are also pictures of structures of more modern interest, such as

the Garibaldi cottage at Rosebank, the Court House at Rich-

mond, etc.

A. H.

The Story and Documentary History of the Ferine

House, etc.^

This second of Mr. Hine's charmingly written and beautifully

illustrated contributions to our local history is a worth}^ successor

to his History and Legend of Howard Avenue and the Serpentine

Road. The author is more than a mere compiler of historical

facts and legends. His literary style is delightful and his appre-

ciation of the esthetic side of life is exemplified in the illustrations

and typography of the edition de luxe volume now before us. If

the Antiquarian Society never accomplished anything more than

* The Story and Documentary
|
History of the Ferine House 1 Dongan

Hills, Staten Island
|
Headquarters ot the Staten

|
Island Antiquarian Society

1 By Charles Gilbert Hine
| 1915 1

Published by the
1
Staten Island Antiqua-

rian Society, Inc. Roy. 8vo, boards, 88 p. and index, illustrated.
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the publication of this work by one of its members it will have

justified its existence; but we are informed, on page 8, of events

leading up to the purchase of the house by the society, from

which it appears that the first payment on the same, to the

amount of $2,200, was made on February 15, 1915, by virtue of

which, according to the concluding paragraph on page 88, the

title to the property became vested in the society as sole owner.

Incidentally it may be pertinent to recall in this connection that

about three months later, on May 10, 191 5, our Association came

into full possession of the Britton Cottage at New Dorp, and

thus two of Staten Island's old colonial houses were secured in

the same year by those who appreciate the historic interest at-

taching to them and who may be relied upon to do everything

possible for their future preservation.

The volume includes a history of the house and of the region

in its vicinity, with copies of patents, deeds, and wills pertaining

to them and to the former owners, with numerous annotations

by the author, in chronologic sequence. It is, in fact, as the

title states, a story and documentary history, in which legends

and facts are charmingly blended.

The subjects selected for illustration are varied and appropriate.

A colored plate each of the Stillwell and Ferine coat of arms ; an

architect's ground plan of the house and front garden, with

sketches showing window and cornice details; photographs of

the interior and exterior of the house, and interesting features

of its immediate surroundings, including an exquisite winter

view of the brook that bounds the property on the northeast,

are all exceptionally well executed and artistically arranged.

A. H.

Two Articles on the Billopp House^

These two articles, published in sequence in Americana,

indicate that there is no lack of sustained general interest in the

^ The Historic Billopp House on Staten Island, now to be Included in a

New Park. [Anonymous.] Americana 10: 961-967, illustrated. Nov. 1915.

The Peace Conference at the Billopp House, Staten Island, September 11,

1776, Mrs. Ralph McKee. Ibid. 968-974, illustrated.



Literature Relating to Staten Island 157

Billopp House and the historical facts and traditions and recent

news items relating to it.

The first one consists of reprints of two newspaper accounts

written in connection with certain of the many attempts to

secure the property for a public park and museum, from the

News Letter of March 14, 1903, and the New York Times of

September 7, 1913, respectively. The second one is stated to be

a " Paper read by Mrs. Ralph McKee before the Richmond

County Chapter Society, Daughters of the Americain Revolution,

December 22, 1914." It is an excellent presentation of the

historical facts connected with the conference between Lord

Howe and the American commissioners, Benjamin Franklin,

Edward Rutledge, and John Adams, and it is to be regretted

that it is not illustrated by a reproduction of John Ward

Dunsmore's painting of that historic event, which was issued in

connection with the 1910 calendar of the Title Guarantee and

Trust Company and was also utilized in connection with a story

of the Billopp House conference in the New York Press of No-

vember 29, 1 914. However, one of the illustrations is a full-page

photogravure reproduction of A. W. Thompson's painting

designed to represent the exterior of the old house under British

occupation, which serves as a frontispiece for the two articles

jointly; and in connection with the second one is a photograph

of the tablet placed on St. Andrew's church by Richmond County

Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, in commemora-

tion of the patriots who took part in the engagement between the

British forces and the Continentals under General Hugh Mercer

on October 16, 1776.
A. H.

History, Story, Legend of the Old King's

Highway, etc.®

This little pamphlet is headed " Publication of the Staten

Island Antiquarian Society, Inc., Headquarters: Old Perine

' History—Story—Legend |
of the

|
Old King's Highway

\
now the

|
Rich-

mond Road
I

Staten Island, N. Y. | . . . Copyrighted 1916 by C. G. Hine.

I2mo pamph., 27 p. incl. two maps.
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House, 1476 Richmond Road, Dongan Hills, Staten Island,"

and may be obtained at the price of ten cents. It is a useful,

handy work for those who may not have the time or opportunity

for research in the somewhat voluminous literature relating to

the history of Staten Island. .The two maps, which together form

a continuous one of the Richmond Road and vicinity from Staple-

ton to Richmond, are provided with locality numbers which

refer to similarly numbered descriptions in the text. It is

similar to the pamphlet issued by the City History Club in 1908

(No. X—Historic Richmond) and, in particular, is an ampli-

fication of section 4 of that publication, which describes the routes

from St. George to New Dorp and Richmond. This should have

been cited and acknowledged specifically by the author as one of

his sources of information, on account of its general interest for

the reader.

In addition to the well known historical facts relating to the

region the author has included numerous anecdotes, stories and

legends, a number of which are not to be found elsewhere in

print. In connection with the Latourette House on Richmond
Hill, for example, the author states, apparently as a matter of

fact, that " a curious supernatural occurrence happened in this

house so recently as 1913, when the ghost of old David Latourette

appeared twice to its occupants. In the first instance a mother

and daughter of a well-known New York family, who were

sleeping together, were so terrified at the apparition that they

refused to remain in the house and left about 2 o'clock a. m. In

the second, an old man was seen sitting in the parlor by one

temporarily in the house who knew nothing of the previous

appearance, and who innocently asked who the stranger was.

When a member of the household went to see, no one was found.

It was not possible for a stranger to have come and gone without

its being known. The description fitted very closely that of

David Latourette."

The work is infinitely superior to most of the other numerous
guidebooks of Staten Island, and it is to be hoped that the author

will write more of a similar nature. The only criticism that might
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be made is, that under the heading "Acknowledgments" a

brief bibliography might have been included, citing the sources

of information from which the author has drawn so freely, in

order that anyone who might wish to go more deeply into the

history of the incidents and localities mentioned would know

what works to call for when engaged in historical research in our

library.

A. H.



Records of Meetings

Meetings of the Association

regular meeting, february 1 9, i916

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuyvesant

Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and forty persons present.

The minutes of the meeting of January 15, 19 16, were read and approved.

Mr. Edward C. Delavan, Jr., read a paper on the Guyon-Clark homestead

at Oakwood and the royal land grants between New Dorp and Richmond,

based upon personal researches and family data supplied by Miss S. Gertrude

Clark. The paper was illustrated by lantern slides made by Mr. H H.

Cleaves from drawings by Mr. Delavan, depicting the Guyon-Clark genealogy,

the approximate locations of the land grants described, and the approximate

locations of old dwelling houses and public buildings thereon. (See Proceed-
ings 6^: 1 13- 139. Feb. 1916.)

Mr. William T. Davis presented and commented upon a series of local

sketches made by Mr. Louis H. Joutel, which include the wheel of Britton's

mill at Clove Lake, as it was in 1877, and three views of the Quarantine

cemetery near Silver Lake, made presumably at about the same period. Mr.
Davis referred to certain of the interesting features of the gravestones, as

described by him in Homestead Graves, part 4 (Proc. Nat. Sci. Assoc.

Staten Is. 2: 36, Special no. 9. Dec. 1889), particularly mentioning one
inscription which reads:

" In memory of Capt. Anthony Rodericks, a native of Portugal and Island

of St. Michael, who departed this life September 21, 181 1, aged 16 years.

Weep not for me my wife and children dear

My spirit rests above all care."

Apparently this records the death of a youth of sixteen who at that early age

was a captain, a husband and the father of several children!

Announced Program

Mr. Stafford C. Edwards delivered the announced lecture of the evening,

illustrated by lantern slides from original photographs, on Quito, Equador:
a City of Great Altitude and No Latitude.

The meeting then adjourned.

REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 1 8, I916

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuyvesant
Place, New Brighton.
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President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and sixty-four persons present.

On motion the reading of minutes was deferred.

Announced Program

Mr. James P. Chapin delivered the announced lecture of the evening,

illustrated with lantern slides from original photographs, on Five Years in

Blackest Africa.

The meeting then adjourned.

REGULAR MEETING, APRIL I5, I916

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuyvesant

Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and twenty-five persons present.

In the absence of the secretary Dr. John Q. Adams was elected secretary

pro tempore.

On motion the reading of minutes was deferred.

Mr. William H. Mitchill submitted the following proposed amendment to

Section 2 of by-law HI, to be voted upon at the next regular meeting of the

association:

After the sentence "The entrance fee shall be remitted if members are

elected at or subsequent to the stated meeting in April and prior to the annual

meeting of the Association" insert the following clause: Nominees elected shall

become members of the Association upon payment of the entrance fee, and the

election of any nominee shall be void if such fee is not paid within three months

after notification of election shall have been mailed by the secretary to the

address given in the application for admission to membership.

Announced Program

Dr. James P. Haney, Director of Art in the New York City high schools,

delivered the announced lecture of the evening, illustrated with lantern slides,

on Lessons from Foregin Industrial Art Schools.

On motion a vote of thanks was tendered Doctor Hancy for his courtesy in

coming to Staten Island to deliver the lecture.

The meeting then adjourned.

ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 20, I916

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuyvesant

Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and sixteen persons present.

The minutes of the meetings of February 19 and March 18, 1916, were read

and approved.

The secretary stated that no minutes 01 the meeting of April 15, 1916,

were in his possession.

The annual report of the board of trustees was read and ordered placed on

file. (See this issue, p. 169.)
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The annual report of the treasurer was read and ordered placed on file.

(See this issue, p. 172.)

The annual report of the secretary was read and ordered placed on file.

(See this issue, p. 172.)

The chairman stated that the next order of business was the election of

five trustees to fill the vacancies caused by the expiration of the terms of office

of John Q. Adams,,Edward W. Brown, Stafford C. Edwards, James R. Walsh,

and William G. Willcox, and called for the report of the committee on nomi-

nations.

The committee submitted the following nominations: John Q. Adams,

Edward W. Brown, James R. Walsh, and William G. Willcox to succeed them-

selves, and Louis L. Tribus in place of Stafford C. Edwards.

The chairman asked if there were any other nominations, and none being

offered it was

Voted, that the secretary be and is hereby instructed to cast one affirmative

ballot for the nominees named by the committee.

The secretary cast the ballot as instructed and the chairman declared the

nominees elected trustees of the Association for the ensuing three years.

The secretary read the proposed amendment to section 2 of by-law III,

submitted at the preceding meeting.

On motion a ballot was taken and the result was the unanimous adoption

of the amendment.

Informal verbal reports upon the activities of ttie sections during the

year were given as follows: Section of Natural Science, Dr. Arthur Hollick.

(For report in full see this issue, p. 163.) Section of Applied Science, Mr.

George L. Mitchill. (For report in full see this issue, p. 165.) Section of

Historical Reseaich, Dr. Arthur Holhck. (For report in full see this issue,

p. 166.) Section of Art, Dr. John Q. Adams. (For report in full see this issue,

p. 168.)

The annual report of the Britton Cottage Committee was read and

ordered placed on file. (See this issue, p. 187.)

The president then delivered his annual address, mentionmg the work

required and describing the difficulties encountered in obtaining appropriations

from the city for the maintenance of the museum, and urging the importance

of the members taking an active part in supporting the work and activities

of the Association by attending meetings, paying dues promptly, etc.

The president suggested that in the management of the business affairs

of the Association some members were of value in one direction and others in

other directions, and that recognition of this fact was essential in the selection

of those who are to serve on the Board of Trustees, if efficient work is to be

accomplished.

The president also gave an outline of the present status of the museum
in its relations with the city, and the plans under consideration for securing a

new building.

The meeting then adjourned.
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Meetings of the Sections

section of natural science

The section held one meeting, the annual meeting, on Saturday evening
April 8, 1916.

The meeting was called to order by the chairman, Mr. Charles W. Leng.

Present: William T. Davis, Arthur Hollick, Howard H. Cleaves, and
Harold K. Decker.

The minutes of the meeting of May 20, 191 5, were read and approved as

corrected.

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted in the reelection of

Charles W. Leng as chairman and Howard H. Cleaves as recorder.

Dr. Arthur Hollick read a biographical sketch of the late Sanderson Smith

(see this issue, p. 141), and also presented the following items as character-

istic examples of the manner in which specimens reach the museum and of

the varied requests for information which the members of the museum staff are

called upon to supply:

1. In the early part of last summer (1915) Mr. John Hall, a soldier sta-

tioned at Fort Wadsworth, came to the museum with some Indian relics

(arrow points, fragments of pottery, etc.) which he had picked up in the

military reservation. I communicated with the fort commander, Lt. Colonel

T. S. Lamoreux, and received a pass to enter on and make investigations within

the reservation. On June 28 I met Mr. Hall there by appointment and he

guided me to the places where relics had been found. We picked up several

that day and Mr. Hall has since brought in many more. (A tray containing

arrow points, drills, rejects, British and American military buttons, bullets,

etc., were exhibited in connection with the above note.)

2. Clippings from the New York World and New York Evening Journal of

March 5, 1915, and the Staten Islander of March 6 and 10 were read, de-

scribing the discovery of the bones of a supposed "dinotherium," which were

dug up a few days previously during the progress of excavating for the

foundation of the new courthouse at Saint George. What was described in the

newspapers as the skull proved on examination to be the pelvic bone of a cow.

This bone, and others from the excavation, were turned in to the museum.

(The pelvic bone mentioned was exhibited.)

3. The acting president of the borough, Mr. Lewis Nixon, recently trans-

mitted to me a letter received from the Bureau of American Ethnology of the

Smithsonian Institution, dated February 16, 1915, containing the statement

that the Bureau is engaged in the preparation of a work to be known as the

Handbook of Aboriginal Remains East of the Mississippi, to contain references

to and descriptions of Indian mounds, burial places, village sites, etc., and

stating that "as yet we have been unable to secure the desired information

from your county. If you can supply such information the courtesy will be

appreciated. ..." I wrote, giving a list of references to articles in our

Proceedings and in the publications of the American Museum of Natural

History, and under date of March 2 an appreciative acknowledgment was



i64 Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

received. It seems somewhat strange and more or less amusing that the

Bureau of Ethnology of the Smithsonian Institution, with its library of

scientific serials easily available, could have overlooked such obvious sources

of information as those to which it was my privilege to call attention.

4. Under date of December 7, 1915, a letter of inquiry was received in

regard to a specimen designated by the writer as "black granite," included in

the New York State mineral exhibit at the San Francisco Exposition and la-

beled as coming from Staten Island. In connection with it the question was

asked: "Do you know of any such stone and where it is quarried?" My
reply was, of course, that the specimen was almost certainly not a granite but

a block of our local trap rock or diabase and probably the identical specimen

collected by me for the New York State mineral exhibit at the Chicago Cen-

tennial Exposition. (See Proc. Nat. Sci. Assoc. Staten Is. 3: 40. May
13, 1893.)

5. Under date of March 24, 1916, the president of the Boyce Fibre Com-
pany, addressed a communication to me, enclosing the samples of silk fiber

which I have here, stating that they come from a plant "known locally as the

silk fiber plant, swamp milkweed and American ramie." (Examination

shows it to belong to some species of Asclepias.) The statement was made
that when mixed with wool or silk the resulting product could be woven into

sweaters, jackets, stockings, etc., and the suggestion was offered that this

opened up "the promise of a new home industry for Staten Island," and that
" if your association is in po.sition to make an investigation such as will show
the practicability of the new enterprise, I shall be most happy to furnish any
other information and assistance, etc." Subsequent correspondence failed

to elicit any further information of scientific interest and I finally offered the

suggestion that the matter be laid before the Staten Island Civic League or the

Staten Island Chamber of Commerce, inasmuch as it was evidently brought

forward purely as a commercial enterprise. Nothing further in relation to it

has since come to my attention.

Doctor Hollick also submitted the following items for record in the

minutes:

I. In the latter part of 1915 this specimen of a tricarpellate English walnut

was found in a lot purchased for the table and it seemed to be worth preserving

on account of its teratological interest. A somewhat hasty search through

recent botanical literature revealed a number of notes relating to similar speci-

mens, as may be seen from the following references:

Teratological Notes. C. Stuart Gager. Torreya 8: 132-137, /. a-k.

June 1908. On page 136 is a note on Tricarpellate English Walnuts which is

illustrated m figure i on page 135 by two examples.

A Tricarpellary Walnut. William H. Lamb. Torreya 12: 290, 291,/. i.

Dec. 1 91 2. This article includes an excellent figure of a cross section of a nut

in which the three divisions are of equal size.

Abnormal Fruits of Juglans Regia. J. A. Nieuwland. Amer. Bot. 19:

59, 60. May 1913.

A Tetracarpellary Walnut. F. Alex. McDermott. Torreya 13: 137-139,
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/• A-D. June 1913- The author notes that many tetra- and tricarpellary

nuts were found in a lot from a grove in Santa Ana, Calif.

Tri- and Tetracarpellary Walnuts. F, Alex. McDermott. Torreya 14:

127. July 1914- The author refers to his previous article and states that

since then he had obtained a lot of 106 abnormal walnuts from the same place,

89 tricarpellary and 17 tetracarpellary.

Who will be the first one to contribute a tetracarpellary nut to our col-

lection?

2. A weather phenomenon worthy of record is that on Sunday, December
26, 1915, at about 6.15 a. m., thunder and lightning accompanied a snow-

storm, and the steeple of the Dutch Reformed church on Tompkins Avenue,

New Brighton, and a dwelling house on Westervelt Avenue were struck.

The principal damage was done in connection with the church, where the entire

electric wiring system was destroyed. A long account of the storm was printed

in the Staten Island World of December 31, which is herewith contributed to

our loc?l items scrapbook.

Mr. Harold K. Decker read a paper on the Evening Grosbeak in Greater

New York. (See this issue, p. 144.)

Mr. William T. Davis read two papers: one on Interesting Records of the

Work of Woodpeckers (see this issue, p. 147) and one on the Local Occurrence

of Conocephalus strictus (see this issue, p. 149), and also read the following

note:

The herring gull, Larus argentatus, usually disappears from New York

Bay by the middle of May. They did not do so, however, in 1915, for on

several occasions a number were seen in the bay in July. On July 6 five

herring gulls were seen; on the 7th, six in the morning, and toward evening

fifteen were observed flying toward their roosting place in the Lower Bay.

They were still present in the Upper Bay on July 21. The majority of the

birds were in dark plumage and were therefore not adults. Wilson's petrels,

Oceanites oceanicus, were also common in the Upper Bay during July 1915.

H. H. Cleaves,

Recorder.

SECTION OF APPLIED SCIENCE

During the fiscal year 1915-16 the section held a total ot 11 meetings.

Three of these were business meetings, seven included both a business and a

scientific program, and one was a joint meeting witn the Association.

By reason of the absence of a quorum at several of the earlier meetings

officers were not elected until December, wh^n the following were elected:

August E. Hansen, chairman; Carl F. Grieshaber, vice chairman; George L.

Mitchill, recorder. As soon as this was effected the section held a business

meeting to discuss ways and means of improving the section. The result

was the appointment of a committee on consideration of policy, which met

with the sectional committee and made certain recommendations to the

section. The section acted on these recommendations and organized a press

committee to assist the recorder in securing publicity, a reception committee

to promote sociability at the meetings, and a membership cqjnmittee to
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obtain new members for the section. This organization resulted in an in-

creased attendance at and greater interest and enjoyment in the meetings;

also in the acquisition ot about thirty new members, most of whom had not

previously been members of the Association. In this connection the section

was indebted to the Association for generous financial assistance, which was

mostly utilized in furthering the work of obtaining new members.

The section also took steps toward enlarging the scope of its activities by

the formation of committees to investigate the following matters:

1. The question of dismantling the existing water pumping stations on

Staten Island and installing a second connection with the Catskill Aqueduct,

or of maintaining the existing stations as standby service to the connection at

present contemplated.

2. The problem of a direct subway between Staten Island and Manhattan
Island with reference to its construction, operation, and the^ economic factors

involved.

These committees promptly began work on the matters referred to them
but were not prepared to submit reports at the close of the fiscal year.

Following is the schedule of the meetings:
Atten-

Date Speaker Subject dance

I915

Oct. 2 W. R. Borst Sewage Purification Experiments at Rich-

mond Borough Experiment Station 10

Nov. 6 H. P. Morrison Evolution of Street Pavements 25

Dec. 4 W. G. Hamilton. .. .The Bear River Hydro-Electric Develop-

ment of the Utah P. and L. Co 10

Dec. II Special business meeting 14

1916

Jan. 8 J. A. Fetherston*. . . City Waste Dispoal 37
Jan. I5t C. F. Grieshaber. . .Architectural and Other Features of the

Panama-Pacific Exposition 20

Feb. 5 E. D. Boyer Cement Manufacture 50
Mar. 4 J. P. Hogan Construction of the Narrows Crossing of the

Catskill Aqueduct 50
Apr. I Business meeting 12

Apr. 8 O. H. Ammann. . . .The Hell Gate Bridge Development 50
May 6 Annual business meeting of the section. ... 12

George L. Mitchill,

Recorder.

section of historical research

Two meetings were held, as follows:

Annual Meeting, January 8, 1916

The meeting was called to order by the recorder in the absence of the

chairman.

* Substituted for J. T. Fetherston.

t Joint Sheeting with the Association.
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Present: William T. Davis, Arthur HoUick, Oliver P. Geoffrey, S. McKee
Smith, George W. Tuttle.

On motion the reading of minutes was deferred.

A letter was read from the retiring chairman, Mr. Edward C. Delavan, Jr.,

declining to permit his candidacy for another term, on account of ill health.

Dr. Arthur HoUick was elected chairman pro tempore. Officers for the

ensuing year were then elected as follows:

Chairman, Dr. Arthur HoUick. Recorder, S. McKee Smith.

On motion the section adjourned to meet on Monday, February 7, 1916.

February 7, 1916

The meeting was called to order by the chairman. Dr. Arthur HoUick.

Present: Howard R. Bayne, William T. Davis, Edward M. Stothers,

George W. Tuttle, S. McKee Smith.

The minutes of the meetings of February 3, 1915, and Januarj' 8, 1916,

were read and approved.

A letter from Mr. Ira K. Morris was read, expressing regret for his inability

to be present.

Dr. Arthur HoUick remarked on a human skull and bones which were

unearthed by workmen while engaged in excavating for a pipe connection in

front of No. 6 Grififin Street, Tompkinsville, December 23, 1915. The remains

were brought to the Museum by three boys. The skull was encased and filled

with earth thoroughly impregnated with illuminating gas, so that its presence

in the Museum was not desirable. Subsequent investigation revealed what

were apparently fragments of a coffin in the earth thrown out of the exca-

vation, and the inference was that the remains were those of a body interred

there previous to the time when Griffin Street, one of the oldest thoroughfares

in that section of the island, was laid out.

Doctor HoUick also exhibited and commented upon recent museum acces-

sions of local historical interest, as follows:

I. From Mr. Harold K. Decker.—A powder horn originally owned by D. S.

Relyea during the period of the American Revolution and subsequently owned

and used until about 1850 by his son, Peter Relyea. From the wife of Peter

Relyea it passed into the possession of Mrs. A. S. Decker, mother of the donor.

The initials of the original owner, D. S. R., are cut in the wooden bottom of

the horn.

2. From the estate ot the late Sanderson Smith.—A photograph by Isaac

Almstaedt of the second home of the S. R. Smith Infirmary, on Hannah Street,

Tompkinsville, taken some time during the period from 1 870-1 889.

3. From an old scrapbook of the late Dr. Frederick HoUick.—(a) Two
lithographic views, one of Mariners' Harbor, with the Newark Bay lighthouse

in the foreground, the other of Richmond, showing Saint Andrew's Church,

the Court House, I'lichmond County Hall, etc., and the Dutch Reformed

Church on its old site on the Fresh K;ill Road. These are without any date

of publication; but the indications are that this was about 1850. (b) An en-

graving depicting the buildings of the New Brighton Institute, a private school,
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which formerly occupied the site at the southwest corner of Westervelt Avenue
and Richmond Terrace, New Brighton. It is undated, but contains the in-

formation "Drawn by William Chorlton, jr.", and "S. Benedict & Co. Sta-

tioners." It was apparently the letterhead ot the institute stationery and
was probably printed about i860.

The chairman urged the members of the section to be on the lookout for

old views of Staten Island scenery and houses of local historical interest, and
to secure them whenever they could be obtained. Also to photograph, on

every favorable opportunity, any natural or other features that might be of

future scientific or historic interest.

S. McKee Smith,

Recorder.

SECTION OF ART

Early in June, 1915, the section, through a special committee of its art loan

committee, consisting of Dr. John Q. Adams, Mr. Robert W. Gardner, and Mr.
Carl E. Tefft, collected and installed in the Museum a loan exhibition of

sculpture which remained on view until the middle of October. A full list of

the subjects and exhibitors was printed in the August issue of the Bulletin,

The exhibition also received very complimentary notices in the press.

The program of the regular meeting of the Association held on April 15,

1916, was arranged by the section, on which occasion Dr. James P. Haney,

Director of Art in the New York City high schools, gave an illustrated lecture

on Some Lessons from Foreign Industrial Art Schools.

The section held a meeting on Wednesday evening, May 17, at which Mr.

Frederick L. Stoddard gave an illustrated lecture on Mural Painting in the

United States. By reason of lack of a quorum for the transaction of business

the section did not hold an election of officers, and the officers for the year

1915-16 will therefore hold over, viz., Dr. John Q. Adams, chairman; Freder-

ick L. Marshall, vice chairman; Miss Agnes L. Pollard, recorder.

John Q. Adams,

Chairman.
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Report of the Board of Trustees"

The Board held five stated meetings on the following dates: May 29, October

2, December 4, 1915; February 5, April i, 1916; special meetings on July ID

and October 26, 1915; and adjourned meetings on January 22 and March 10,

1916. The executive committee also met when necessary and transacted all

urgent ad interim business.

The women's auxiliary committee took charge of the informal reception

following each of the regular meetings of the Association, as in former years,

and to it the Board tenders its thanks for and appreciation of the pleasant

and successful social results achieved.

The work of the newly organized program committee, consisting of the

secretary of the Association and the chairmen of the sections, resulted in a

systematic apportionment of material at the meetings and the arrangement

and delivery of an unusually varied and interesting series of lectures before

the Association. In December Mr. Frank W. Skinner spoke on his personal

observations in the European war zone; in January Mr. Carl F. Grieshaber

gave a descriptive lecture on certain architectural features of the Panama-

Pacific Exposition: in February Mr. Stafford C. Edwards described his obser-

vations and experiences during a trip to Quito, Ecuador; in March Mr. James

P. Chapin lectured on his Five Years in Blackest Africa; and in April

Dr. James P. Haney talked to us on Lessons from Foreign Industrial Art

Schools. All of these lectures were fully illustrated by means of lantern

slides and should have been heard by much larger audiences. The October

meeting was reserved for the presentation and discussion of miscellaneous

communications and brief papers by members; and the November meeting

was occupied by a program of communications on items of local historical and

antiquarian interest under the auspices of the Section of Historical Research.

The annual meeting, in May, was reserved as a business meeting.

At the annual meeting of the Board on May 29, the officers of the Associ-

ation who had served during the previous years were unanimously reelected,

viz., president, Howard R. Bayne; first vice president, William T. Davis;

second vice president, William H. Mitchill; treasurer, Charles A. Ingalls;

secretary, Arthur Hollick.

A change in the personnel of the Board was caused by the death of Borough

President Charles J. McCormack on July 11, 1915, and the appointment on

July 29, of Calvin D. Van Name as Borough President—Mr. Van Name thus

becoming, ex officio, a member of the Board.

The following persons were elected by the Board to active membership in

the Association during the year: Chester H. Aldrich, George W. Allison, Jr.,

Louis Bache, William V. Barnes, Sidney R. Bellows, Samuel R. Brick, Jr.,

169
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Chester A. Cole, Miss Mary C. Craig, M. J. Curren, George M. Dowe, William

J. Fleming, Hugh M. Goodwin, Paul Heine, Rev. Adolph M. Hildebrand,

John P. Maloy, William McCleary, W. Wirt Mills, John Milnes, Jr., Mark
Milnes, Francis D. Murphy, Roy T. Pryor, L. H. Rabbage, Ralph L. Rand,

J. A. Rundlett, George Sheridan, Guy B. Skinner, Solon J. Stone, Ellarson

Stout, John K. Summers, Joseph F. Sweeney, Carl E. Tefft, Howard M. Tracy,

Frederick C. Waddell, Edward F. Washburn, William J. Welsh, John L. Wilkin,

Charles Wyeth.

Mr. Lewis B. Woodruff qualified as a life member.

Dr. Nathaniel L. Britton and Mrs. Elizabeth G. Britton were elected pa-

trons in recognition of their generous gift of the Britton Cottage to the Asso-

ciation.

The Board records with regret the deaths of the following members: Edwin
C. Baldwin, Darwin L. Bardwell, Cornelius S. Egbert, Otto P. Heyn, Ignaz

Matausch, Charles J. McCormack, Charles S. Taber.

The lease of the building now occupied as a museum by the Association

was renewed on January i for a period of one year and three months and there-

fore expires on March 31, 1917, and it is necessary that some definite action

be taken looking toward the future housing of our collections and library.

This matter is now under advisement by a special committee of the Board.

Application to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment for our annual

appropriation covering salaries and maintenance in connection with the

museum for the year 1916 received favorable consideration, as heretofore;

but only after an exhaustive and rigid examination of our claims to recognition,

which had to be clearly and forcefully presented and urged. The sum re-

quested was $9,560.25. The appropriation granted was $8,861.00.

As may be learned from the reports of the sections a gratifying amount of

active and constructive work has been carried on. A larger number of members
should enroll in the sections and thus become personally acquainted with the

work constantly being prosecuted by those who are actively interested either

in the artistic, scientific, historical, or technical activities of the Association,

aside from what is presented at the regular meetmgs.

The Section of Applied Science has held monthly meetings, at eight of which

some speaker of authority in his subject has given an instructive address.

The section has also appointed a subway committee, which is working on the

problems of subway connections between the boroughs oi Manhattan and
Richmond.

The Section of Natural Science met and discussed matters of local scientific

interest, and contributed, as usual, important papers on local scientific subjects.

The Section of Historical Research held two meetings and mapped out a

program of work to be prosecuted in connection with the further acquisition

and preservation of our local historical relics and records.

The Section of Art, through a special committee, collected and installed a

sculpture exhibit in the Museum, which contained pieces by some of the best

known artists in this country, and which brought many visitors to the Museum.
The Museum has continued to be a civic center in the sense of providing a
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meeting place for various civic activities. Among other organizations which

the Association has encouraged and with which it has cooperated, through the

work of the museum staff and by allowing the use of the assembly hall for

meetings, the Bird Lovers' Club should be specially noted, because of its active

work carried on during the year in feeding and protecting native and migratory

wild birds. Efforts are now being made by the club to obtain the necessary

legislative action making Staten Island a bird sanctuary.

The increasing interest in the museum on the part of the public has been

very gratifying. The number of visitors to the Museum during the year was

14,452, and increase of 2,708 over the last fiscal year. Accessions to the col-

lections and to the library, from 82 donors, numbered 2,192. Some 01 these,

of greatest general interest, have been exhibited at the meetings of the Asso-

ciation or commented on from time to time in the Bulletin. It is to be re-

gretted that want of adequate floor and wall space precluded the possibility

ot displaying any but a few of these objects for the instruction of the public.

In connection with work of special public benefit should be mentioned the

Friday afternoon lectures for school children, the attendance at which was

greater than during any previous season. The high character of the subjects

treated in these lectures, and their variety, may be judged from the schedule

appended to the report of the director, and it is interesting and gratifying to

note the many good friends of the museum who gave their services as lecturers

without compensation, and to whom, collectively and individually, the Board

takes advantage of this opportunity to record its formal appreciation and

thanks on behalf of the Association.

Several pleasant excursions were participated in during .the year by the

Association, the first taking place on July 24, 1915, when the Torrey Botanical

Club held a field meeting at Great Kill, in celebration of the first anniversary

of Salt Water Day on Staten Island. On September 8, another excursion

was made to the same place in cooperation with the New York Botanical

Garden, this latter field day being Staten Island's contribution to the enter-

tainment of the botanists in attendance at the twentieth anniversary of the

founding of the Garden; and on the afternoon of November 20 Mr. Cornelius

G. Kolff entertained the Association at "Lake Sylvia," New Dorp, in his usual

hospitable fashion.

On the evening of November 27 the Board gave a complimentary dinner to

Dr. and Mrs. N. L. Britton, in recognition of their gift of the Britton Cottage

at New Dorp.

Activities in connection with the Britton Cottage will be reported upon by

the committee in charge.

Submitted, for the Board of Trustees.

Arthur Hollick,

Secretary.
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Report of the Treasurer

Income

Balance in hand at date of last annual report $ 768.86

Since received from membership dues 677.50

From Dr. N. L. Britton, on acct. of Britton Cottage maintenance. . 100.00

Miscellaneous receipts 86.77

$1,633.13

Disbursements

Printing Proceedings $ 126.82

Purchase of specimens and books for Museum and Library 32.20

On acct. of Britton Cottage 179-99

Miscellaneous expenses 291.37

Loan paid 100.00

$ 730.38

Balance in hand 902.75

$1,633-13

Disposition of Funds •

On deposit in savings bank:

Life membership and patronship fund $660.54

Cash in hands of treasurer > - - - 242.21

I902.75

The above does not include the accounting in connection with the municipal

budget appropriations for the maintenance of the museum and the salaries

of the members of the museum staff and other employees, which is transacted

through the medium of the Department of Finance, in accordance with forms

and methods prescribed by the Department.

Charles A. Ingalls,

Treasurer.

Report of the Secretary

The Association held eight regular meetings, including the annual meeting,

and one special meeting, with an average attendance of forty at each. The

membership records are as follows:

On roll at date of last annual report 324

Since elected 39

Resigned 9

Deceased 7

Dropped from the roll 42

Leaving at date 305
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These are divided as follows:

Active members 277
Life members g
Corresponding members 4
Honorary members 2

Exofificio members 2

Patrons 11

Total membership 305

Arthur Hollick,

Secretary.

Report of the Director

To THE Board of Trustees,

Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences.

Sirs: I have the honor to submit the following report upon the administra-

tion and activities of the Museum for the fiscal year ending May 20, 1916, to

which is appended detailed statistics in connection with the same, compiled

by Miss Agnes L. Pollard and Mr. Howard H. Cleaves, curators.

City Appropriation

On July 19, 1915, the budget estimate sheets for the year 1916, as approved

by the Board, together with the president's letter of explanation, were trans-

mitted to the proper city officials. The total appropriation applied for was

$9,560.25.

During the early part of October our estimates were subjected to pre-

liminary investigation by the Bureau of Contract Supervision of the Depart-

ment of Finance, and subsequently hearings were held before the subcommittee

of the budget committee of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, and

finally before the full budget committee, on which occasion the director, the

president, State Senator George Cromwell, Dr. John Q. Adams and Mr.

William G. Willcox appeared and urged that favorable action be taken upon

our application.

Conditions developed which showed the necessity for presenting our claims

to recognition as clearly and forcibly as possible, and later Borough President

Calvin D. Van Name took an active part in presenting them and urging their

favorable consideration, with the result that the Board of Estimate and

Apportionment, on October 30, approved an appropriation of $8,861.00,

apportioned as follows:

Code No. Title Amount

1445 Salaries $6,'840.00

1446 Supplies 266.00

1447 Purchase 01 Equipment 35-00

1448 Contract or Open Order Service 205.00

1449 Contingencies I5'00

1450 Fixed Charges and Contributions—Rent 1,500.00

|8,86i.oo
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Future Development of the Museum

The annual appropriation granted by the city has enabled us to continue

the work of the museum as a public educational institution and to maintain

its high standard of usefulness in the community; but the limit of expansion

and development in our present quarters was reached several years ago. We
have ample additional material which ought to be placed on display, but no

vacant floor or wall space is available for the purpose. Interesting and valu-

able material is constantly coming to us which we are compelled to pack away
and place in storage.

Children come in constantly increasing numbers to attend the lectures

provided for them; but at times many have to be turned away because the

assembly room is filled to the limit of its seating capacity.

The attendance records on the part of visitors show a steady increase from

year to year, and that almost all of these visitors belong to the general public

and not to the membership of the Association is evidenced by the fact that of

the 14,452 visitors who entered the Museum during the past year, during the

hours when it was open to the public, only about 100 were members of the

Association.

The need for more extensive, better arranged and more adequately equipped

quarters is too manifest and selfevident to require argument or discussion.

The facts speak for themselves. The scope of our usefulness and the sphere

of our activities will expand automatically as fast as additional facilities are

provided to enable us to utilize the material now in our possession and that

which is sure to come to us in the future. A new, fireproof building is urgently

required, and every effort should be made to secure such a structure as soon as

possible, especially in view of the fact that the lease of our present quarters

terminates on March 31, 1917, and at date we have no assurance of its renewal.

Present Status of the Museum Collections and Library

The general conditions in connection with the museum collections and
library are practically the same as they were at date of my last annual report.

The packing and storing of material which could not be immediately utilized

was systematically prosecuted. Considerable newly accessioned material

had to be at once disposed of in this way, without even placing it on temporary

display, so that not only the public but also our own members have but little

knowledge of the extent and value of our collections.

Seventy-six donors contributed more than 2,000 museum specimens and

library accessions during the year. A complete list of the donors and a clas-

sified summary of the material donated is included in the appendix, from which

some idea of the variety of the included objects may be obtained. Some of

these have been shown at meetings of the Association and others have been

mentioned in the Bulletin from time to time; but many others of equal interest

have been merely formally acknowledged, accessioned, and placed in storage.

This is an unfortunate condition of affairs, not only for the reason that many
donors, who do not understand the difficulties under which we labor, receive

the impression that their gifts are not appreciated, but also because the wealth
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and variety of the material in our possession can not be made available for the

benefit of the public.

The Museum as a Civic Center and Bureau of Information

As in former years the Museum has served the purpose of a meeting place

for civic organizations and for others with objects and aims similar to those

of the Association.

The Richmond branch of the visiting committee of the State Charities Aid

Association, the Class Teachers and Principals Association, the executive board

ot the Women Teachers' Club, the Daughters of the American Revolution, and

the Bird Lovers' Club, have all availed themselves of the privileges accorded,

either for stated meetings or for meetings of committees.

One of the most gratifying evidences of the usefulness of the Museum,

however, is to be seen in the increasing number of visitors who come here for

actual study of the collections and research work in the library. A number

have come from considerable distances to consult our literature, maps and

documents relating to local history and antiquities. Teachers and students

from the public schools have made use of the facilities for obtaining information

in natural science to a much greater extent than heretofore. The members of

the museum staff have constantly been called upon for information on subjects

connected with the museum activities and frequently for information of a

miscellaneous character, and adults as well as children are constantly bringing

specimens of plants, insects, minerals, etc., to be identified and named. The

amount and variety of information sought and supplied through the medium

of the museum would surprise anyone not familiar with the facts.

Museum Exhibits

Every effort has been made to maintam on display material such as is

likely to be attractive to the casual visitor, and other material of an educational

value or which might tend to inspire an interest in local natural history and

antiquities, and these have been supplemented by loan exhibits secured tTirough

the activities of the Section of Art. One the most ambitious and dignified of

these was the sculpture exhibit installed last June, which was a credit to the

museum and a unique educational feature for the community. Descriptions^

of new material placed on display and a full account of the sculpture exhibit

were printed in the Bulletin at the times of installation.

School Lectures

If there is any one feature of the museum work that may be regarded as

having met with unqualified success the free illustrated lectures for school

children should be specially mentioned. The attendance at last sea-

son's course of twenty-three lectures was greater than ever before, and this

public educational work alone would seem to justify the municipal support

of the museum, which has made this work possible. The interest evinced by

the children would never be questioned by anyone who once observed the

patience with which they stand in line, some of them for almost an hour,
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waiting to be admitted to the assembly room, and the attention and good

order which prevail during the progress of the lectures. At the close of the

course this year, as on the same occasion last year, the children prepared and

signed a petition for a continuance of the lectures; but it was not deemed

advisable to arrange for any more so late in the season.

The complete schedule, together with the attendance records, is included

in the appendix, and an analysis of the schedule will show the wide range of

subjects treated in the lectures: various phases of natural history, as plants,

birds, whales, snakes, etc.; travel talks on South America, Haiti, the Arizona

desert. Bahama Islands, Hawaii, Holland and Switzerland, etc.; civic matters,

as fire prevention, relation of the police to the children, etc.; photography;

fairies; the story of the telephone, etc.

To the good friends who gratuitiously gave their services as lecturers the

director takes advantage of this opportunity to formally express his appre-

ciation of their courtesy and his gratification at the cordial relations which

they have thus assisted in establishing and maintaining between the museum
and the several institutions which many of them individually represent.

Museum Extension Work

The conditions that obtain in connection with our museum give relatively

little opportunity tor extending its activities and scope ot usefulnessas compared

with other similar institutions. Every effort, however, has been made to

keep in touch with other museums, by professional and social visits, by ex-

change of lectures, etc. The director, in cooperation with Dr. N. L. Britton,

Director of the New York Botanical Garden, prepared the manuscript for a

revised edition of the Flora of Richmond County; prosecuted a limited amount
of research work at the Garden; delivered a lecture in the 1915 autumn course,

on the fossil plant collections contained in the Museum of the Garden, and
acted as guide on Salt Water Day, September 8, at Great Kill, when the

botanists in attendance at the twentieth anniversary celebration of the Garden
visited.Staten Island.

The director and Miss Agnes L. Pollard, curator, attended the Washing-

ton meeting of the American Association of Museums from May 15-18,

on which occasion Miss Pollard took part in the conference of museum in-

structors, giving an address on Experimental Examinations, and subse-

quently remained to attend, by invitation, the annual meeting of the American
Federation of Arts.

Mr. Cleaves was actively engaged, as usual, in missionary work on behalf

of the birds, as the general director ot work for the Staten Island Bird Club and
through the medium of his lectures before the Boy Scouts and at public schools

on Staten Island and elsewhere. During the past year twenty-one such

lectures were delivered by him to audiences estimated as totaling over 6,000

persons. A detailed report from Mr. Cleaves is appended.

Incidentally the director recently had the privilege of serving as field

instructor in geology on a trip across the terminal moraine, arranged in con-

nection with a class of high-school students, and has had the honor of serving
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as a member of the City Plan Committee of the Staten Island Civic League

during the past year. The director has also spent considerable time at and in

connection with the Britton Cottage, details of which are included in the

report of the committee in charge of the premises.

Museum Routine

The routine work of the museum was conducted with smoothness and as

efficiently as could be expected under the inconvenient conditions that

obtain, the limited means at our disposal, and the inadequate size of our mu-

seum staff.

The administrative, curatorial, and educational work was apportioned as

heretofore between the director and the two curators, and the general care and

safeguarding of the Museum and its contents, including the Annex,was the

duty of the janitor, night watchman and museum guards, under specific

instructions and a carefully arranged time schedule.

The personnel of the museum staff is the same as at the date of my last

annual report, and it is a pleasure to testify to the uniform loyalty to the

interests of the museum which all have shown; to the cheerfulness with which

emergencies have been met, and to the generous spirit of mutual cooperation

and assistance that has prevailed.

Respectfully submitted,

Arthur Hollick,

Director.

Appendix

Dr. Arthur Hollick, Director,

Public Museum, Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

Sir: I have the honor to transmit the following statistical records in con--

nection with the Museum for the year 1915-16:

Records of Museum Attendance M.\y i, 1915, to April 30, 1916

Month Open days Number of visitors Daily average

May. 1915 26 1,300 50

June 26 974 37+
July 27 904 33+
August 26 881 33+
September 26 699 26+
October 26 1,235 47+
November 26 1,506 57+
December 27 1,293 47+
January, 1916 26 1,284 49+
February 25 1,327 53+
March 27 1,836 68

April 25 1,113 44+

313 i-l,4.S2
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This is the highest record of attendance yet reached during a fiscal year,

the previous highest record having been for the year 1913-14, when the total

attendance was 12,830. The highest record for attendance during any one

month was also reached this year, in March, when 1,836 persons visited the

Museum.
The average monthly attendance was 1,204.

The highest daily attendance during the year was 197, on February II,

1916. This figure does not break the record for daily attendance, but we
have had during this fiscal year 28 days when the attendance ran over 100,

which is the greatest number ot such days j^et recorded.

The lowest attendance was 2, on December 13, 19 15.

The holiday attendance was as follows, exceeding that of 1914-15 by no;

Decoration Day 1 03
Independence Day 24

Labor Day 25

Columbus Day no
Election Day 81

Thanksgiving Day 35
Christmas Day 16

New Year's Day 35
Lincoln's Birthday 22

Washington's Birthday 77

528

The number of holiday visitors seems to increase very slowly from year to

year, in which respect our museum is unlike others that are open on holidays.

Ninety-seven visits from members were recorded, but it should again be

noted that others of our members probably visited the Museum without

making themselves known to the staff. However, these figures serve to em-

phasize that this museum does not exist for the benefit of the members alone,

as has been said by certain persons, but that it is in reality a public museum.

The Bird House exhibit, consisting of houses built by Staten Island school

children in competition for prizes offered by the Bird Lovers' Club, was held in

the Museum from May 3 to May 24, and brought out a total attendance of

668 children and adults.

No separate record could be kept of the attendance at the sculpture exhibit

held during the summer of 1915, since the pieces were shown in the Art and
Archeology room on the main floor, and all persons visiting the Museum natur-

ally viewed this exhibit.

Classes from Public Schools No. 7, No. 19, No. 24; from Mrs. White's

school for girls; from Mr. Sindall's boys' school; from the Curtis High School

and the Staten Island Academy, as well as from several Manhattan schools,

have visited the Museum at various times during the year with their teachers

—some coming for a general inspection of the collections, others especially to

see the birdhouse exhibit, and some for the special purpose of studying our

geological, entomological, or ornithological material.
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Visitors have made more use of the libary than in any previous year In

addition to the usual information on local history, geography, and genealogy,

students have used it for information in connection with their school studies;

smaller children have looked up "themes" for school essays in the Staten

Island histories, and instructions for making bird houses and feeding stations

in the governmental bulletins, while the magazines on the reading table are

read by children as well as adults. One high-school student requested and

was given permission to use the Museum on Sundays as a place in which he

could study in quiet and without the interruption to which he was subjected

at home.

The Museum as a Meeting Place

The following organizations have held meetings in the Museum at various

times during the year.

Visiting Committee of the State Charities Aid Association—Richmond

Branch.

Bird Lovers' Club—stated and committee meetings.

Class Teachers and Principals Association

Executive Board of the Women Teachers' Club.

Daughters of the American Revolution—committee meetings.

Records of Accessions May i, 1915. to April 30, 1916

Anthropology AND Archeology ... Chiefly Indian implements and

relics 136

Arts and Antiquities Articles of military use 22

Articles of personal use 3

Coins and medals 26

Old furniture 2

Miscellaneous relics 6

Total 59

Books, Prints, etc Architectural plans 26

Bound volumes 130

Deeds and documents 3

Lantern slides 38

Maps 28

Old newspapers 9

Pamphlets 32

Prints, drawings, photos, etc. 54

Total 320

Botany Herbarium sheets 21

Miscellaneous specimens. ... 34

Total 55

Geology and Mineralogy Museum and study specimens 161
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Zoology , Birds and eggs 34
Fishes 4
Insects 1,243

Mammals 2

Marine invertebrates 7

Reptiles and batrachians. ... 14

Shells 112

Miscellaneous specimens. ... 6

Total 1,422

Miscellaneous Including several cases; bird nest-

ing and feeding boxes; a small

microscope; a glass prism, etc. . . 19

Total in all departments 2,172

These were comprised in 126 accessions of which no were gifts; i an
exchange; 13 collected especially for the museum, and 2 purchased. The
list of donors follows:

List of Contributors to the Museum and Library for 1915-16

American Numismatic Societv Herbert Evans

Howard R. Bayne
Mrs. E. L. Blake

John J. Breen

Thomas Brennan

Mrs. Elizabeth G. Britton

N. L. Britton

Edward Farley

H. Wm. Ferdinand Fieldman

Gustav Fingado

Joseph Forlenzo

Gustav Grabe

James Cozzens

A. H. Cleaves

Howard H. Cleaves

George Cromwell

Mrs. ElizabethDavis

Wm. T. Davis

Harold K. Decker

E. C. Delavan, Jr.

John De Morgan
Joseph Denelfo

Mrs. James L. Devlin

E. N. Dixon

R. P. Dow
Philip Dowell

Miss Emma Durant

Stafford C. Edwards

John Hall

Alaric Hansen
H. E. Heissinger

Mrs. Edward Hett

J. Blake Hillyer

Arthur Hollick

William R. Janeway

Mrs. Julia Kahle

Ed. Kiedrowski

Estate of Mrs. Emma T. Kilmer

through Rev. F. E. Grunert

Charles Kipper

Angelo W. Leman
C. W. Leng, Jr.

Wallace Goold Levison

Miss Elizabeth LoefHer
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J. L. G. MacMahon
Thomas McKendry
A. A. Michell

L. McC. L. MitchiU

Ira K. Morris

Raymond R. Morris

Thomas Murphy

National Americana Society

Mrs. A. J. Newbury
N, Y. Zoological Society

Office Nacionale des Universites

et Ecoles Francaises

Lambert O'Neill

Winthrop Packard

John B. Pearson

Agnes L. Pollard

Carl Rasch

John Rader

Mrs. Sidney A. Reeve

W. S. Rockwell

Miss Muriel Ross

Charles Scribner's Sons

Oliver Silva

Alanson Skinner

Wilbur F. Smith

Staten Island Antiquarian Society

Stephen D. Stephens

Edward M. Stothers

Fred Tucker

George Sylvester

Charles R. Tucker

G. W. Tuttle

W. D. Twiggs

Miss Agnes von Puttkamer

Charles F. Walter

Silas C. Wheat
Carl Winzel

Mrs. Caroline V. R. Wright

List of Institutions from Which Publications Were Received during 1915-16

New York City and State

American Museum of Natural History

Bronx Society of Arts and Sciences

Brooklyn Botanic Garden

Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences

Children's Museum, Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences

Columbia University Library

Municipal Reference Library

New York Academy of Sciences

New York Botanical Garden

New York Public Library

Rochester Academy of Science

Staten Island Civic League

Torrey Botanical Club

University ot the State of New York Library

California

California Academy of Sciences

University ot California
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Colorado

Colorado College

Colorado Scientific Society

University of Colorado

Connecticut

Connecticut State Library

Yale University Library

District of Columbia

Smithsonian Institution

U. S. Department of Agriculture

U. S. Geological Survey

U. S. National Museum
Illinois

Augustana College and Theological Seminary
Chicago Academy of Sciences

Field Museum of Natural History

John Crerar Library

University of Illinois

Iowa

Davenport Academy of Science

Iowa Academy of Science

State University of Iowa

Kansas
Kansas Academy of Science

University of Kansas

Maine

Portland Society of Natural History

Massachusetts

American Academy of Arts and Sciences

Boston Society of Natural History

Children's Museum of Boston
Tufts College

Michigan

University of Michigan

Minnesota

St. Paul Institute of Arts and Sciences

Missouri

Missouri Botanical Garden
Public Library of St. Louis

St. Louis Academy of Science

University of Missouri

Washington University
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Montana
University of Montana

North Carolina

Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society

North Dakota

University of North Dakota

Ohio

Cincinnati Society of Natural History

Geological Survey of Ohio

Lloyd Library

Ohio State Archeological and Historical Society

Ohio State University

Wilson Ornithological Club

Pennsylvania

Academy ot Natural Sciences of Philadelphia

Pennsylvania Museum and School of Industrial Art

Pennsylvania State Museum
The Commercial Museum
Warren Academy of Sciences

Rhode Island

Roger Williams Park Museum

South Carolina

Charleston Museum

Vermont

University of Vermont

Wisconsin

Public Museum City of Milwaukee

Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters

Foreign

Canada and British Columbia

Entomological Society of Ontario

Geological Survey of Canada

Historical and Scientific Society of Manitoba

McGill University.

Natural History Society of New Brunswick

Nova Scotiar Institute of Science

Ottawa Field Naturalists' Club

Provincial Museum
Bohemia

Societas Entomologica Bohemiae
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Brazil

Sociedade Scientifica de Sao Paulo

Costa Rica

Museo Nagional

Finland

Societas pro Fauna et Flora Fennica

Germany

Kaiserlichen Leopoldinisch-Carolinischen Akademie der Naturforscher

Oberhessische Gesellschaft fiir Natur- und Heilkunde

Japan

Sapporo Natural History Society

Mexico

Institute of Biological Studies

Instituto Geologico de Mexico

Scotland

Dumfriesshire and Galloway Natural History and Antiquarian Society

Natural History Society of Glasgow

Sweden
Royal University Library

Uruguay

Museo de Historia Naturel de Montevideo

Wales

National Museum ot Wales

Two new exchanges added during the year were the Ohio Journal of Science,

sent by the Ohio State University; and the Bulletin of the Institute of Bio-

logical Studies of Mexico City.

Five hundred and sixty exchanges were received from these various insti-

tutions, which, added to the 162 bound volumes and pamphlets received as

gifts and noted in the list of accessions as such, make a total for 1915-16 of

722 additions to the library.

Two periodicals are subscribed for by the Association, one is donated by

Mr. Wm. T. Davis, and ten are deposited as loans by Mi. Howard H. Cleaves,

and kept on the reading table in the library as current literature accessible to

the public.

Respectfully submitted,

Agnks L. Pollard,

Curator.
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Dr. Arthur Hollick, Director,

Public Museum,
Staten Island Assocl\tiox of Arts and Sciences.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit the following report for the year 1915-16:

In addition to the ordinary museum curatori.il duties, and occa3ional days

spent in fieldwork, my most important and difficult task was jjlanning the

schedule of the Friday afternoon lectures for children.

Twenty-three lectures were arranged, which were delivered by twenty-

three different lecturers, all of whom gave their services gratuitously. The
schedule and attendance records are as follows:

Children's Lectures, Season of 1915-16

Date Subject Lecturer Atten-

dance

Oct. 29 The Bird and the Bird House Mr. Cleaves (lecture given

twice) 154

Nov. 5 Our South American Neighbors. . .Mr. C. H. Rogers 130

12 Haiti—the Black Republic. ...... .Mr. Norman Taylor 132

19 Whales and Other Sea Animals. . . .Mr. R. C. Murphy 138

26 Six Months in the Arizona Desert. .Mr. Dwight Franklin 86

Dec. 3 A Visit to the Bahama Islands. . . .Mr. G. P. Engelhardt .... 138

10 A Seashore Walk with a Naturalist . Mr. John J. Schoonhoven

.

115

17 Studying Birds with the Camera. . Mr. B. S. Bowdish 22

24 Christmas Folk Mr. J. L. G. McMahon ... 68

31 A Boy's First Trip on the New
York Ferry Mr. David Varon 68

1916

Jan. 7 A Visit to the Wisconsin Indians. . . Mr. C. R. Tucker 100

14 A Little Journey through Holland

to Switzerland Mrs. F. W. Skinner 80

21 The Story of the Telephone Mr. G. F. Hafstrom 115

28 The Statue of Liberty Mr. C. E. Tefft 89

Feb. 4 The Relationship of the Police to

the Children Sergeant George Ferre. ... 43

11 Fire Prevention Inspector James O'Conncll 105

18 The City Clean, Healthful and

Beautiful Mr. Joseph R. Buchanan . 107

25 Tramping and Canoeing in the

Adirondacks Mr. J. W. Wiseman 108

Mar. 3 Every-Day Botany Miss Jean A. Cross 90

10 Snakes Mr. J. M. Johnson 100

17 Hawaii, the Paradise of the Pacific . Miss Mary D. Lee 115

24 Adventures Afield with Wild Birds . Mr. Herbert K. Job 120

31 The Haunts of Nature Dr. Edward F. Bigelow. .
. 77

Total attendance 2,300
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Twenty-three lectures—average at each lecture, lOO.

The growing interest in birds on the part of the public, particularly in the

last twelve months, has resulted in constantly increasing demands on my time

and attention. In the spring of 1916, for instance, there must have been as

many as two or three dozen telephone and other inquiries concerning two
species of birds alone, cedar waxwing and scarlet tanager.

Uncounted requests have been made for instruction as to proper methods
of feeding birds and attracting them in other ways. A number of institutions

and organizations have asked for talks on birds, and from the statistics given

below it may be gathered that many such lectures (all illustrated) have been

delivered. The following are details concerning some of the more unusual

and interesting of these lectures.

An audience consisting of 120 Boy Scouts of America and their scoutmasters,

all from Staten Island troops, was addressed on the subject of attracting birds,

emphasis being laid on winter feeding and proper methods of constructing

bird houses. Another lecture was delivered at the Sea View Hospital to 75
juvenile consumptives; another before 600 members of the Bedtime Stories

Club and 60 mothers of members, at Public School 15, Tompkinsville; a fourth

was given in the assembly hall of Curtis High School before 500 students and
teachers; and a fifth at the Children's Museum, Brooklyn, N. Y., before 150

boys and girls. The last was an exchange lecture.

In the past year 21 bird lectures have been delivered to more than 6,20a

persons. Of these talks 14 were given on Staten Island, before 2,500 auditors.

The Staten Island Bird Club, which has its headquarters in the Museum, has

undertaken an aggressive campaign on behalf of the birds of Staten Island and
has succeeded in having the Moravian Cemetery at New Dorp converted into a

bird sanctuary. The grounds around the Britton Cottage on New Dorp
Lane have also been equipped with nesting boxes and feeding devices. Almost
all of the labor involved in these undertakings has devolved upon me and one
or two voluntary assistants.

Two bird instruction walks are contemplated, to take place later in the year,

one for boy scouts especially desirous of advancing themselves in bird study,

the other for adult members of the Bird Club. Under the auspices of the

club a bird house contest was conducted among the scouts of the island during

the present spring and the writer was called upon to judge these houses as

well as those constructed by pupils of Public School 29, West New Brighton.

He has also been designated by the Richmond Borough Council, Boy Scouts

of America, as special examiner in ornithology, the duties of this office being

to test scouts as to their knowledge of birds, their habits, etc., when the scouts

are striving for merit badges in ornithology.

Many individual students from Curtis High School have requested special

information concerning plumage and markings of birds, in connection with

class work, and one assorted lot of bird skins has been loaned to a teacher of

biology at the Curtis High School Annex at Rosebank, for use in class studies.

Respectfully submitted,

Howard H. Cleaves,

Curator.
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Report of the Britton Cottage Committee

The committee desires, first of all, to express its gratification on being

required to use the designation "Britton Cottage" at the head of this report,

instead of "Cubberly House" as heretofore, in accordance with the following

action of the Board of Trustees taken on May 29, 1915:
" Voted, that hereafter the official designation of the premises generally

known as and commonly called the Cubberly House shall be the Britton

Cottage."

It is also pleasing to note that, at the same meeting. Doctor and Mrs.

Britton were elected patrons of the Association in recognition of their gift of

the Cottage to the Association.

The circumstances under which the property was tendered to the Asso-

ciation by Doctor and Mrs. Britton in December 1914, and conditionally

accepted by the Board of Trustees in January 1915, were fully described in Dr.

Arthur Hollick's paper on The Old Cubberly House at New Dorp, read at the

meeting of the Association on January 15, 1915, and subsequently printed in

the Proceedings, volume 5, pages 68-74, issued in April 1916

The exact terms of the deed of gift were discussed and approved by Doctor

Britton and the committee of the Board appointed to take charge of the

matter, and at a special meeting of the Board held on May 10, 1915, the deed

to the property was formally presented and accepted under the following

resolution:

"Resolved, that the chairman, as president of the Association, be and he

is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Association, to accept the deed of gift

of the property at the southern corner of New Dorp Lane and Cedar Grove

Avenue, New Dorp, donated by Dr. and Mrs. N. L. Britton."

At the same meeting the matter of the maintenace, care and utilization ot the

property was discussed and the following action was taken:

" Voted, that the chairman be and he is hereby authorized to appoint a

committee of three members of the Association whose duty it shall be to

arrange for the care of and plan for the future development of the property in

accordance with the terms of the deed of gift, and to formulate such rules and

regulations as may be deemed advisable in connection therewith."

The chairman appointed Dr. John Q. Adams, chairman. Dr. Nathaniel L.

Britton, and Dr. Arthur HoUick as such committee.

Doctor Britton subsequently informally suggested that he would be pleased

to cooperate with the committee in arranging for a reception and meeting of the

Association at the cottage to celebrate the transferral of the property, and that

he would defray all expenses that might be incurred in connection with the same.

It was in accordance vvith this suggestion that the adjourned annual meeting of

the Association was held there on Saturday afternoon. May 22, 1915, on which

occasion seventy-six members and guests were present. A luncheon was

served, and a program of exercises suitable to the occasion was carried out, as

noted in the Bulletin for June 1915, and in the Proceedings, volume 5,

pages 117, 118. It may not be generally known, however, that immediately

after the property had been formally accepted by the Association Doctor
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Britton, at his own expense, had the grounds put in thorough order and many
repairs made to the cottage, thus relieving the Association from a considerable

initial expenditure. And further than this, Doctor Britton gave a cash dona-

tion of $100 to defray any further expenses that might be incurred in connection

with the property during the year 1915, and a subsequent contribution of $100

for the same purpose in 1916.

With the means thus generously provided the committee was able to make
all necessary repairs and improvements to the cottage and grounds, purchase

tools and other articles of equipment required for the care of the property,

instal a telephone and water supply, hire laborers for various odd jobs, and

pay the real estate tax levied for the year 1915. Fire insurance was provided

for by Mr. Anton L. Schwab, who generously paid the premium on a policy for

$1,000 for the three-year period beginning November 13, 191 5, as his contri-

bution to the fund for the maintenance of the property.

The chairman of the Women's Auxiliary Committee of the Association

donated a toilet set and a rug and fitted up one 01 the small attic rooms as a

retiring room for the women on the occasion of the meeting and reception

on May 22, 1915.

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick L. Stoddard, of New York City, were engaged as

resident custodians. They moved into the cottage on June 3 and have been

in charge of the premises continuously since that time, under a general form

of agreement, which provides that they shall occupy the cottage and care for

it and in return shall be relieved from the payment of any rent. The com-

mittee is of the opinion, however, that formal articles of agreement should be

prepared and signed by both parties, now that the method adopted for the

care of the cottage has been tested for nearly a year and found to be feasible.

Our experience has also shown the advisability of formulating definite rules

and regulations to govern admission to the premises and defining the rights and
privileges of members in visiting the same.

The committee has drafted provisional terms of agreement with the cus-

todian and a provisional set of rules and regulations in regard to visitors to

the cottage, which will be submitted to the Board of Trustees in the near

future.

During the autumn of 19 15 Doctor Britton contributed about forty different

kinds of old-fashioned flowers and defrayed all the expenses incidental to their

transportation and planting. They were arranged so as to form a wide flower

border around the three available sides of the house and now form an attractive

feature in keeping with the environment.

Doctor Britton also provided the means for installing bird houses and a
feeding table on the premises, with incidental accessories, in connection with

which all of the required work was attended to by Mr. Cleaves.

On the evening of Saturday, November 27, 1915, at the Staten Island Club,

the Board of Trustees gave a complimentary dinner to Dr. and Mrs. Britton,

at which nine members of the Board and twelve others, including the guests of

honor, were present. On this occasion Doctor Britton offered, informally, to

contribute $1,000 toward a fund for the erection of a new museum building,
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and it was his initial offer that led to other similar ones immediately after,

including the promise of Mr. William G. Willcox to duplicate any amount that

might be raised up to $6,000.

Among the many miscellaneous items of interest in connection wath the

cottage the following are deemed worthy of record.

1. Application was made to the Department of Taxes and Assessments for

relief from taxation, inasmuch as the cottage would not be used as a source of

income tor the Association and would be developed into an annex to the main
museum, to which the public would have access under suitable terms of ad-

mission. Alter delay incidental to correspondence and investigation by the

Department, a communication was received in the early part of the present

year granting exemption from real estate taxation after April 30, thus obviating

an expense of about $70 per annum in the future. At about the same time,

however, a communication was received from the Department of Water
Supply, Gas, and Electricity denying our application for exemption from

payment of water tax.

2. In order to indicate that the cottage is in fact a public museum a

small sign designed by the committee was painted by the custodian and at-

tached to the outer wall close to the front door. I reads as follows:

Brixton Cottage Colonial Museum
Staten Island Association

of

Arts and Sciences

Admission 25 cts.

3. At the August [1915] meeting of the Ocean Edge Branch of the Staten

Island Civic League Dr. Arthur Hollick was present by invitation and made an

address explaining the aims of the Association in connection with the property'

and soliciting the cooperation of the residents in making it an attractive

neighborhood feature.

4. Shortly after taking possession it was noticed that a frame structure had

been erected on the four-foot right of way from New Dorp Lane to Neptune

Street, along the southeast boundary of the property. Examination of the

map of the Ocean Edge Land Company and of the city tax map showed this to

be a permanent public thoroughfare, which prohibited encroachment by adjoin-

ing property owners. A letter was written to the representative of the land

company, setting forth the facts, and the structure was subsequently re-

moved without recourse to legal procedure.

5. In connection with the general planning and planting of the grounds

one of the seedling Bartram oak trees from the museum garden was transferred

and planted near the Cedar Grove Avenue border of the property, where it

is apparently flourishing and, barring some unforeseen accident, will consti-

tute one of the most interesting and unique features of the grounds in the

future. A descriptive note in this connection was printed in the Bulletin

tor July 191.=;.
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6. The matter of greatest interest and significance in relation to the future

development of the cottage is the cooperation that has been effected between

the Association and the local chapters of the Daughters of the American Rev-

olution. It began unexpectedly, in a request from Mersereau Chapter for

permission to hold a meeting at the cottage on Tuesday afternoon, November

9, 1915. The committee was favorably disposed; the meeting was held and

the chapter suggested that it would be pleased to instal a loan collection ot

suitable objects and articles of furniture if a room could be assigned for the

purpose.

The committee decided that the suggestion was of sufficient importance

not only to warrant favorable action in connection with Mersereau Chapter

but also to broaden it, if feasible, and enlist a similar interest on the part oi

other chapters. With this end in view the committee, on Monday evening,

November 15, arranged a conference at the Museum, on which occasion rep-

resentatives trom all of the local chapters were present. The matter of

cooperation in. the furnishing and use ot the cottage was informally discussed.

Each chapter expressed a desire to assist in the furnishing, and the committee

expressed its intention of recommending to the Board of Trustees that in

return for such assistance in making the cottage attractive the chaptefs be

allowed the free use of the premises as a meeting place. Another conference

was arranged on Saturday, December 11, at the cottage, on which occasion a

tentative agreement was arrived at in regard to the part which each chapter

would take in connection with the furnishing of certain rooms, viz.

:

Abraham Cole Chapter, the hallway.

Richmond County Chapter, the parlor or living room.

Staten Island Chapter, the dining room.

Mersereau Chapter, one of the bedrooms and the kitchen.

The Board of Trustees approved of the plan and authorized the committee

to confer further with the chapters and determine any details that might be

mutually agreed upon.

On Tuesday afternoon, December 28, Richmond County Chapter held its

regular monthly meeting at the cottage, and an agreement was entered into

between the chapter and the committee in regard to the proportion of expense

for which each party would be responsible in connection with any permanent

improvements such as painting, etc., which might be deemed necessary for the

proper renovation of the living room, preparatory to the installation of fur-

niture; and subsequently a similar agreement was entered into with x'Vbraham

Cole' Chapter in connection with the hallway. The latter chapter was the

first one to move in the matter, and its allotted work is already well under way.

The Board of Trustees approved the action of the committee and authorized

it to enter into formal terms of agreement with the several chapters. These
terms are being formulated; and in the near future it is confidently expected

that not only the care and maintenance of the cottage, but also its develop-

ment as an old colonial museum, will be systematically and comprehensively

carried on, in accordance with definite plans and under carefully considered

terms and conditions, and suitable rules and regulations.
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The committee feels that the experimental stage of the problems that

confronted it in the beginning has been passed, and that the general policy,

adopted for the care and development of the property, based upon the experi-

ences of the past year, assures that its administration may be satisfactorily

conducted and the cottage and grounds be made an interesting and valuable

annex to the museum.

John Q. Adams,

N. L. Brixton,

Arthue Hollick,

Committee.
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r. Proceedings of the Natural Science Association of Staten Island

These Proceedings were printed in octavo numbers, partly in leaflet and
partly in parnphlet form, from November lo, 1883, to June 3, 1905, and
are included in nine volumes, separately indexed.

They may be obtained by members and patrons at $1.50 per volume. To
others the price per volume is $3.00.

Single numbers of back volumes may be obtained at 10 cts. each, except
the following, for which a uniform price of 50 cts. each will be charged:

Special No. 21, Vol. V, No. 5, March 14, 1896. " Staten Island Names,
Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph., p. 56, and
map by Chas. W. Leng.

Special No. 22, Vol. VII, No. IS, March 10, 1900. " Colonel Francis
Lovelace and His Plantations on Staten Island." Edward C. Delavan, Jr.

Pamph., p. ZZ, pl- i-4-

Special No. 23, Vol. VIII, No. 25, October 1903, " Supplement to Staten
Island Names, Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph.,
p. 22 and map.

2. Proceedings of the Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

These Proceedings are printed in octavo parts, four parts to a volume.
They contain the business and scientific records of the meetings of the
Association and are sent free to all patrons and to all members in good
standing.

By resolution of the Association all members and patrons may obtain
back parts at 25 cts. or back volumes at $1.00. To others the price is 50
cts. per part or $2.00 per volume, for both current and back issues.

Volume I, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains
Parts i-iv, June 1905-May 1907, p. 1-136, pl. 1-3.

Volume II, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1907-May 1909, p. 1-251.

Volume III, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains
Parts I-IV, October 1909-May 1911, p. 1-216.

Volume IV, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts I-IV, October 1911-May 1913, p. 1-148, pl. i, 2.

Volume V, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts I-IV, October 1913-May 1915, p. 1-15S, pl. 1-7.

Volume VI,- Part i, p. 1-66, October 1915. "Report of the Committee
Appointed to Investigate and Report upon the Accuracy of All Dates and
Event's Entered upon the Historical Tablet in the Borough Hall."

Part I, p. 67-111, pl. I, October 1915-January 1916.

Part 11, p. 113-139, pl. 2-j, February 1916. "The Guyon House."
Edward C. Delavan, Jr.

The Act of Incorporation, Constitution and By-Laws, etc. (pamph. &vo,

p. i-xxv, 1906) and the special "Memorial Number," issued in commemo-
ration of the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the organization of the

Natural Science Association of Staten Island (pamph., 8vo, p. i-xxxvii,

1907), will be sent free on application.

3. The Museum Bulletin

Monthly octavo leaflets, containing official notices of meetings of the

Association and sections, important items of business transacted by the

Board of Trustees, and descriptive items concerning the museum exhibits

and activities. Begun in August 1908. Current numbers sent free on

application. Back numbers 2 cents each.

Checks should be made payable to the Staten Island Association of Arts

and Sciences, and all remittances and communications addressed to

The Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences,

New Brighton. N. Y.
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Interrelations between the Association, the Museum, and the

City^

Arthur Hollick

INTRODUCTION

Anyone who enjoys the privilege of holding the two positions

of secretary of the Association and director of the museum neces-

sarily comes into social and official contact with all sorts and con-

ditions of people, hears a great variety of views expressed in re-

gard to how our affairs ought to be managed, and not a few crit-

icisms on the nature and manner of conducting our activities. It

has thus been called to my attention that an amazing lack of in-

formation prevails, not only on the part of the public but also

among our own members, in regard to the interrelations that ob-

tain between the Association and its museum and the city. In

consequence of this lack of information our interests have suffered

at times, and it renders us liable at any time to inadvertently

adopt some policy of administration of which the city authorities

might have reason to disapprove, or to be injured by some er-

roneous statement or ill-advised remark, made perhaps in good

1 Presented at the meeting of the Association December 16, 1916. A^e>

193

V
^'
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faith and without any idea of the harm that might ensue as a

result of it.

That the Association, the museum, and the city are separate

entities, and that their interests are mutual only under certain

conditions and along certain well-defined lines of contact, evi-

dently need to be explained. In view of these facts the suggestion

was made to me some time ago that a brief statement of per-

tinent facts accompanied by explanations would be advisable, in

order that mistakes of administrative policy might be avoided and

that our members may be properly informed and be thus enabled

to correct any erroneous ideas or statements to which their atten-

tion might happen to be called. In compliance with this sugges-

tion I have assumed the responsibility of preparing such a state-

ment with explanations and comments.

RELATION BETWEEN THE ASSOCIATION AND THE MUSEUM

The museum, i. e., the actual collections of specimens and the

contents of the library, represents, in so far as their accumulation

and utilization is concerned, only one of the functions of the Asso-

ciation ; but it is the only one that the city helps to support by an

annual budget appropriation. The Association manages its other

affairs entirely independent of financial assistance from the city

and pays from its own treasury whatever expenses are incurred,

and may engage in any or all activities specifically mentioned in

or not prohibited by the terms of its charter.

Section 2 of the charter states that the purpose of the Associa-

tion shall be " to promote intellectual activity and intercourse and

to encourage an interest in the sciences, arts and history ; to col-

lect and preserve objects of scientific and historic interest, espe-

cially such as relate to Staten Island ; to establish and maintain a

public museum and reference library ; to provide facilities for re-

cording and publishing scientific and historical information; to

preserve from needless destruction such plants and animals as are

harmless, and to protect objects and places of natural beauty, of

scientific and of historic interest."

The Association, therefore, could exist and be in a position to

perform most of its functions , without any museum or place of.
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permanent abode ; but the museum could not exist without the

Association.

relation between the city and its public museums

The essential relations that obtain between the city and its pub-

lic museums are those of landlord and tenant.

In connection with our association the city leases the building

for our use as a public museum. All the other museum buildings

were constructed by and are owned by the city. The city also

provides for the furnishing of the museums with cases, shelving,

etc., necessary for the exhibition and storage of specimens and

books ; and desks, filing cabinets, etc., and other equipment neces-

sary for the administrative and curatorial work of the museums.

The several museum corporations occupy the buildings, and in lieu

of paying rent, install and arrange therein their property, i. e.,

their collections and libraries, for the entertainment and instruc-

tion of the public. The museum corporations have no property

rights in the buildings which they occupy, or in the furniture and

other equipment purchased with money provided by the city.

The city has no rights, title to or property interests in the speci-

mens and books installed in the buildings, and it is of the

utmost importance that this latter fact should be clearly under-

stood. In other words our association owns absolutely every

specimen in our museum and every book, map, picture, document,

etc., in our library, as is the case in connection with each of the

other museum corporations.

It had not occurred to me until quite recently that there could

ever have been any misunderstanding on this point, and I was

astonished and very much concerned when I learned that such

was the case. In certain quarters, so I was informed, the im-

pression prevailed that the Britton Cottage, having been given to

the Association, thus automatically became the property of the

city. This is a serious matter, for the reason that it deters many

persons from donating valuable specimens to the museum, and

property in general to the Association, under the erroneous im-

pression that such donations would thereby become public prop-

erty ; and in more than one instance I have had to assure pros-



196 Staten Island Association of Arts And Sciences

pective donors that no such condition exists in connection with us

or with any of the public museums of the city. On more than,

one occasion, even when discussing the matter with certain of

our members who ought to be well informed on the subject, Ihave

had to refer them to contracts between the city and other public

museums in which the ownership of the museum material is

specifically defined and emphasized.-

Such a contractual provision is, apparently, deemed advisable

as a legal precaution ; but it would hardly occur to the average

person that any such provision should be necessary. The city

could not have any claim to the property of the Association unless

the Association or its board of trustees should, by resolution,

determine so to dispose of it ; and our museum material, if ten-

dered to the city, would almost certainly be declined, for the

reason that the city would have no means of utilizing it except

through the medium of the Association or some other similar or-

ganization.

In brief, the city has always provided the money to construct

and equip the buildings for museum purposes. The buildings and

equipment belong to the city. The museum corporations own the

specimens and books installed in the buildings. The city provides

money to maintain, or to help maintain, the museums, i. e., pay

for salaries, furniture, equipment, supplies, heating and lighting.

The museum corporations provide the money to develop the

museums.

City money cannot be used for the purchase of specimens or

books or for any expenses incurred in collecting or in otherwise

securing them, nor can it properly be used to defray or to help

2 See contract between the city (party of the first part) and the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural History (party of the second part), viz.: "That
the* Museum, Library and collections, and all other property of the said

party of the second part, which shall or may be placed in said building,

shall continue to and remain absolutely the property of said party of the

second part, and neither the said party of the first part, nor the said the

Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, shall by reason of said property
being placed in said building, or continuing therein, have any right, title,

property or interest therein; nor shall the said party of the second part,

by reason of its occupancy and use of said building, under this agreement,
acquire, or be deemed to have any right, title, property or interest in

said building, except so far as expressly granted by this agreement."
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defray any of the general expenses of the Association. The de-

velopment and expansion of the museums and the activities in

connection with them are. therefore, dependent upon the funds

of the museum corporations and the generosity of those who
provide money and material for either general or special pur-

poses.^

Certain of the museum corporations thus spend tens of thou-

sands of dollars a year, and the policy of the city in appropriating

funds for maintenance in each instance appears to be largely

predicated upon the amount which the museum corporation spends

for development. At least that is what I have been led to infer

from the questions asked by examiners and from discussions and

arguments held in connection with the Board of Estimate and

Apportionment.

Furthermore, in every instance, before appropriating the money

for the erection of a museum building, the city has required that

an adequate endowment fund shall be raised by the museum cor-

poration as evidence of financial responsibility and corporate

permanence. We have practically no endowment fund, except

such as is made up fromour life membership and patronship dues
;

but it is a beginning, and the mere fact that we have such a fund,

to which additions may be made by donation or bequest, is one of

our most valuable assets, and it should be kept intact and every

possible effort made to augment it.

The only other evidence of our corporate responsibility and

3 By reference to the annual reports of the several museums the pur-

poses for which their funds have been expended from time to time may
be readily ascertained. In most instances, in addition to general expense

funds for the purchase of desirable material, insurance, etc., there are

special library funds for the purchase of books ; exploration funds for

the purpose of defraying expenses of field work and explorations for col-

lecting new material
;
publication funds for issuing illustrated periodicals

describing the museum activities and exhibits ; funds to pa}^ lecturers in

public lecture courses and for museum extension work by the members of

the museum staffs, etc. In certain instances, also, the museums provide

for special expert services ; for museum association dues, and expenses

of members of the museum staff in attending conventions ; for supple-

menting inadequate salaries paid by the city; for bonuses to employees,

etc. : and efforts are now being made to provide pension funds for em-

ployees.
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permanence i? our fluctuating membership list of about three hun-

dred and the funds represented by our membership dues, amount-

ing to less than $900 per annum. Under such conditions it is

somewhat remarkable that the city should have been willing to

give us the support that it has done, and it is of the utmost

importance that every efifort be made to increase our membership

list and, possibly, to consider the advisability of increasing our

dues, in order to raise a larger general fund each year, to expend

in developing the museum, in addition to augmenting our endow-

ment fund.

relation between the city and the association

The city does not support or assist in supporting any of the

activities of the Association except such as are connected with

the museum as a public educational institution. It deals only with

the Association as representing the museum. Applications for

appropriations are made in the name of the Association, but

strictly for the support and maintenance of the museum, and the

exact purposes for which every dollar is to be expended must be

carefully specified in the application and receive the approval of

the proper municipal authorities.

As previously stated, city money cannot be used for the pur-

chase of books or specimens, or other property of the Association,

nor can it be used for the insurance of books, specimens, and

other property of the Association; for the printing of the Pro-

ceedings or the Bulletin ; for printing, postage, clerical work
and other expenses incurred in connection with meetings of the

Association and its sections; for the payment of fees for lec-

turers; or for the maintenance and development of the Britton

Cottage, etc.

This is an important fact which cannot be too clearly stated.

We have suffered from a popular misunderstanding on this point

and from our own members not being properly informed on it.

Some time ago one of our members wrote an ill-advised com-
munication, which was published in one of our local papers, con-

taining the erroneous statement that the Association, " being sup-

ported by the city," was, therefore, not under the necessity of ap-
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pealing for private contributions to assist it in carrying on its ac-

tivities. Many people, including some of our members, have de-

clined or hesitated to give needed financial assistance when ap-

proached because they were under the impression that the city

appropriation could be used for any purpose that the Association

might deem necessary or advisable.

The fact is that the Association has never been able to do any-

thing more than pay its ordinary expenses, and at times has had

to borrow money in anticipation of its income in order to defray

emergency expenses.

Note

The president has informed you in regard to efforts now being

made, through a committee of the board of trustees, to secure the

erection of a fireproof building for the museum on land owned

by the city.

It is proposed to raise by private subscriptions the money nec-

essary for the construction of the building. This method, it may
be seen, will constitute a precedent so far as the public museums

of the city are concerned, although the American Museum of

Natural History has in contemplation the erection of a wing to

the museum by means of private funds, in the event of the city

not providing the money for the purpose. The trustees, however,

were careful to have it understood that this was not to be regarded

as a precedent for relieving the city from adding to the museum
building in the future.*

* On suggestion and by request of the trustees of the American Museum
of Natural History the following minute was adopted by the Board of

Estimate and Apportionment on July 27, 1916

:

" Whereas, the Trustees and friends of the American Museum of

Natural History, through very large donations, have greatly increased the

collections and have strengthened the relations between the Museum and

the public schools, the members of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-

ment desire to make public acknowledgment of the service which the

Museum has rendered and is rendering to the City; and
" Whereas, ten j^ears have elapsed since the City has added to the build-

ing of the American Museum of Natural History, and the members of the

Board of Estimate and Apportionment appreciate the urgent necessity of

enlargement of the building, but they realize that it is impracticable for

the City to make any appropriation this year for the Museum [building]



200 Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

It is to be assumed that our board of trustees has in mind some

similar provision in whatever contract or agreement shall be made

between the Association and the city when the proper time arrives,

and also that the committee responsible will explain to subscribers

that the building when erected will, by reason of its location on

city land, be owned by the city and not by the Association.

because of the very heavy obligations to which the City is committed for

other important purposes.
" The members of this Board, however, are fully alive to the binding

nature of the agreement between the Museum and the City, namely, that

the City shall continue to add building space as the collections and exhibi-

tions increase, according to the contract of 1878, and trust that oppor-

tunity may soon come when building by the City may be renewed.
" In view of this emergency the Board desires to make record that if

private funds are contributed for the erection of the building the accept-

ance of such donation shall not be regarded as a precedent to relieve the

City of its obligations to continue the extension of the building in the

future."



The Tabanidae of Staten Island, N. Y.^

William T. Davis

The Tabanidae is a favorite family of flies among students of

Diptera. Some of them are showy insects, and as the females of

a number of species attack animals, including man, their presence

in the warm days of summer is often annoying. Hence it is quite

natural that they have been the subject of considerable study.

Seventy-five species have been recorded from New Jersey, but on

small Staten Island only thirty-six kinds have been collected, all

of them belonging to two genera, Chrysops and Tabanus. To the

genus Chrysops belong the " golden-eyed flies," and it is these that

are so aggressive on the meadows at Watchogue in June, while

the large black horsefly, Tabanus atratus, is a typical representa-

tive of the other genus.

If an open umbrella is placed on the ground in the woods, a

number of horseflies will often be attracted thereby. In this way
on one occasion I captured four species and saw a fifth. Horse-

flies are also attracted by dead horses and other animals, as well

as to living ones.

Several specialists in the group have identified certain of the

species in the writer's collection and, in December 1916, Pro-

fessor James S. Hine, of Columbus, Ohio, was kind enough to

review those already determined, and also to identify a number

of others. The species from Staten Island are given in the fol-

lowing list

:

Chrysops Meigefi.

C. cclcr O. S. June 7 to 22, seven specimens.

C. carbonarius Walker. Richmond, June 9, 1906.

C. nigcr Macq. Richmond, May 31, June 8 ; Clove Valley, June

19. Seven other specimens taken in June.

C. brimlcyl Hine. Woodrow, June 22, 1907.

1 Presented at the meeting of the Section of Natural Science April 14,

IQ17.
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C. plangens Wied. A common species. Records from June 3 to

July 3. Collected principally at Watchogue.

C. fallax O. S. June 22, July 14.

C. imivittatiis Macq. A common species. Records from June

8 to August 10. Collected principally at Richmond and Watchogue.

C. indus O. S. May 30.

C. vittatus Wied. June 21 to August 2. Collected principally

at Richmond and Watchogue.

C. striatus O. S. Clove Valley, June 24, 191 5, and Watchogue,

July 18, 191 1.

C. obsoletus Wied. Clove Valley, August 2, 1911 ; Watchogue,

August 14, 1909; July 17. Only three specimens collected.

C. callidus O. S. A common species, collected from June 7 to

July 20 in the Clove Valley, at Richmond, and at Watchogue.

C. dimmocki Hine. Tottenville, June 14, 1912; Great Kill,

June 23, 1906. Several others collected in June and on July 12

and 14.

C. montanus O. S. Six specimens collected, principally in the

Clove Valley in late June, also on July 25, 1916.

C. pudicus O. S. June 20.

C. flavidus Wied. A common species. Records from June 17

to August 12, collected principally at Lake's Island, Richmond,

and Watchogue.

Tabanus Linn.

T. cinctus Fab. June 25, one male.

T. lasiophthalmus Macq. Seven specimens collected in June.

We have found the pupa under bark.

T.. trispilus Wied: June 30.

T. epistates O. S. Huguenot, June 6, 1908.

T. hinei Johns. June '20.

T. reccdens Walker. June.

T. trimaculatus Say. June, July, two specimens.

T. coffeatus Macq. Clove Valley, July 26.

T. orion O. S. Clove Valley, July 15, 1912; also collected in

August and September.

T. piimihis Macq. Clove Valley, June 24 and 27, 191 5, and

Watchogue, July 18, 1911, twelve specimens collected.
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T. lineola Fab. Two collected in July and five in August, one

of the latter at Watchogue.

T. nigrovittatus Macq. Late June, Jvily, August, eighteen spec-

imens, some from Watchogue and Lake's Island.

T. costalis Wied. June, July, August, six specimens.

T. nigrescens Pal. Beauv. A female from Watchogue, August

4 ; also a female found dead on Richmond Turnpike near Silver

Lake, August 10, 1913.

T. atratiis Fab. The common large black horsefly has been

found on the island in June, July, and August. On June 24, 1906,

a female was found depositing her eggs upon a plant stem on the

salt meadows near the Fresh Kill bridge. The eggs are pure

white when deposited. The pupae have also been found protrud-

ing from the ground in wet places, and the imagoes have been

reared.

T. giganteus DeG. One specimen without date, and one col-

lected at Annadale and another at Huguenot, August 20, by Mr.

E. J. Burns.

T. rcimvardti Wied. One female collected July 24.



Some Beetles of a Staten Island Garden^

Charles W. Leng

The garden to which these notes refer is not large, barely

75 X 250 feet, and a considerable part of it is occupied by build-

ings ; but it contains some old trees and shrubs and is, in part,

bordered by old hedges, under the shelter of which the autumn

leaves gather, so that hibernating and wood-boring beetles are

protected. No attempt has been made to compile a complete list,

but some random notes may be of interest.

Of the tiger beetles Cicindela punctulata has been an annual

visitor, frequenting the paths in midsummer. Its larval burrows

have never been detected in the garden, and as it flies to the elec-

tric lights and is found even on city pavements its occurence is

doubtless accidental.

The same may be true of the large caterpillar-hunting beetles,

for while the green Calosoma scrutator and the golden-spotted

Calosoma calidum have been seen on the trees or on the ground

near them, they are infrequent and are hardly regular inhabitants

of the garden under consideration.

No Cychnis has, so far as known,, ever honored it with a visit,

but one of the handsomest, the purplish Cychrus viduus, was once

found in an adjacent garden in a head of lettuce.

A great many of the allied ground beetles of smaller size and

plainer colors are, however, always present, usually becoming vis-

ible when the pulling out of coarse weeds is in progress. They
love to hide away during the day, doing their useful work in de-

vouring smaller creatures at night, and are dislodged with the

earth that surrounds the roots of grass and weeds. Among such

are the commonest species of Harpalus and Anisodactylus, the

pretty but evil-smelling Cklaenius, the death-feigning Scarites sub-

terraneus, a similar but much smaller species of Clivina, and an

1 Presented at the meeting of the Section of Natural Science April 14,

1917.
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attractive little creature, Bcuihidinm quadr'unacHlahim, with four

conspicuous yellow spots on his back. It is not only in summer,

however, that these ground beetles are present, for some at least

are in the garden all the year round and may be found at any sea-

son by gathering old leaves in a bag from beneath the hedge and

sifting them thinly over a white cloth, whereby the smallest mov-

ing thing is readily detected.

Among the ground beetles of this garden is also the shining,

bronze Auiara angustata, which is less retiring. It loves to run

over the flagstones of the front walk in the hottest sunshine, and

though less than half an inch in length its brilliant back makes it

conspicuous. During the thirty-three years that I have worked

the garden this beetle has never failed to appear and cheer me with

its splendor.

Water beetles would hardly be expected as the garden contains

no pools, but nevertheless I have one specimen of HydrophUus

triangtdaris that was caught flying through at night. My old

friend Louis Joutel told me once of numbers of water beetles

being caught by his freshly painted tin roof, and doubtless a

Staten Island garden list might be swelled in the same way, for

water beetles seem liable to mistake any shining surface for water.

Among the rove beetles the garden is inhabited by many more

species than I know the names of, as their identification is diffi-

cult. However, there are some inhabitants of the garden in the

family Staphyhnidae of special interest. Cardiola ohscura was

known from America by but a single specimen, from Mount Airy,

Pa., at the time when Col. T. L. Casey reviewed its tribe ; but all

the time the decaying crabapples in the garden were covered with

them. Apoccllus sphaericollis, looking for all the world like an

ant, was the surprise of one summer day, when in peaceful con-

templation of the bluestone walk I rested from my labors. Mr.

E. A. Schwarz (Proc. Ent. Soc. Washington 4: 5i- 1898) has

referred to the paucity of information regarding subterranean in-

sects, and it may be that such rare captures are a hint of what is

hidden beneath flagstones and boulders. In Europe some en-

tomologists go collecting with crowbars.

Many of the rove beetles live in the stable manure that is used

for fertilizer, and among the dull-colored little things with their
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abdomens cocked up behind, that are thus introduced, there may
always be something desira'ble from a collector's standpoint.

Oxyomus sylvestris is also common in manure, and hibernates in

old leaves.

The ladybugs, known to all gardeners either as adults or larvae,

are always present and are represented by many species. One
specimen of Coccinella trifasciata, found by sifting leaves on April

4, reminded me that when the first list of Staten Island ladybugs

was printed, some thirty years ago (Proc. Nat. Sci. Assoc.

Staten Is. i: 6. Mr 1884), only one specimen of the species

was known to us. This ladybug, like C. transversoguttata, seems

surely to have spread southward during the interval.

Of the fungus beetles the commonest in the garden has been a

blue and yellow Tritoma, which sometimes occurs in numbers on

a soft fleshy fungus that grows on the old trees. I regret now that

I have not paid more particular attention to this feature of the

garden fauna, as there have been at times some rare insects thus

attracted. My friend Charles Dury, who gave me some of my
first lessons in collecting beetles, reserved a piece of his garden

for old bones, potato peelings and such like domestic refuse, with

this feature in view. He simply threw them under a spreading

tree and sifted out the catch at his leisure. Lately he has discov-

ered the efficacy of a pile of cut grass, occasionally sprinkled and

sometimes enriched with melon rinds. Such methods would

doubtless add to a Staten Island garden list, and a little fungus

would not hurt as a seasoning to the mess, for it must be admitted

that many beetles love whatever smelleth evil, being scavengers

primarily.

The flowers of course in their several seasons attract many
beetles. Early in the year Anthrenus appears on the spiraea and

makes me think of others of the same genus indoors eating my
collection. Gardeners think all sorts of things, having lots of

solitude. My next door neighbor, for instance, insists that beetles

escaping from my den are responsible for the warty growths on

his lindens. He is in error, of course, and I may be wrong in

connecting the spiraea Anthrenus with the museUm pest ; but

nevertheless I dislike it as I do the long-legged Macrodactylus

that destroys the rosebuds. This fellow gets fooled some seasons,
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coming after the roses are nearly gone, but usually I get fooled

by his being on time. A little asparagus grows in the garden, and

both asparagus beetles are there, so pretty in their spotted red

coats that we forgive the little mischief they do. Also, but unin-

tentionally, we grow bindweed, and thereby count the Coptocycla

gold beetles among our family. These species hibernate among

the leaves, hence one can always find them, and I was lately glad

they did so for it enabled me to supply a living specimen needed

at the American Museum in March, when they had no hopes of

its being attainable. The convolvulus flowers' also have hidden in

their depths the nitidulid beetle Conotchts obscurus. I do not find

this species in sifting the leaves, but other nitidulids, like Epu-

rea rufa and the very common Omosita colon, which loves to cling

to fatty bones, are probably in the garden at all seasons.

The old trees are responsible for some click beetles, among

which Alaus ocidatus, black and white with big, black, velvety,

eyelike marks, is conspicuous. Other large beetles that we find

almost every year for the same reason are the big, black, clumsy

Prionus, seen crawling about the roots of the old cherry tree, and

the chestnut-brown stag beetle, Lucanus dama, with strong nip-

pers in front. He can really draw blood with these mandibles, as

I am sorry to say I once found out at the expense of an inquis-

itive child who insisted on putting his finger between them.

The lawn with its long undisturbed grass roots has always a

crop of June bugs in progress, as I find when I have occasion to

dig up a piece of it ; and it also has hundreds of fireflies, prin-

cipally Photinits sciiitillaus, adding to the splendor of the June

nights. I have found the larvae of the firefly and have tried un-

successfully to raise them. Mr. H. S. Barber has had great suc-

cess in this direction, but at the expense of much time and labor,

as they live long and are fastidious about their meals.

The soldier bug, Chauliognathus, in khaki-yellow, and the

blister bug, Epicauta, in sober gray, usually arrive in time to dam-

age the asters, and their company could well be spared. The big

yellow grapevine beetle, Pelidnota, is more of an addition when

toward dusk he leaves the shelter of the leaves he has clutched

together to buzz noisily about like " the shard-borne beetle with
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his drowsy hum" of Shakespeare (Macbeth, III, Sc. 4). Eu-

phoria inda can also make a lot of noise as it buzzes around, prob-

ably mistaken by most gardeners for a bee. But the greatest com-

motion results from a flock of AUorhina nitida, big, green and

drab beetles, gathering about a flowerbed. Once when I was in-

vestigating an unusual buzzing my net covered a real hymenop-

terous creature and a rare Gnorimus maculosus together among

the flowers; I know not which was the aggressor, for some

Cetonian beetles are parasites on hymenoptera and some hymen-

optera are murderous.

The long-horn beetles have always been favorites of mine and

it is therefore unkind of Psenoceriis to destroy my currant bushes ;

but he does, and Xylotrechus seems willing to attack almost any

weakened limb of any kind of a tree or bush. A few other species

frequent the privet when it is in bloom, though hopelessly in the

minority among the thousands of flies and wasps that come then

;

but I have no recollection of any remarkable catch in this family.

The old apple tree has been hunted for Sapcrda Candida and the

grapevines, for Phymatodes, but unsuccessfully.

We do not grow potatoes, by reason of lack of room, so Dory-

phora does not favor us. The old-fashioned potato bug, Lenta tri-

lineata, is however one of our guests and hibernates among the

leaves. Diabrotica 12-punctata, which I call the Christmas beetle,

because I once found it flying on December 25, and the cucumber

flea beetle, Epitrix, are of course present, as well as the clover

weevils, Sitona and Phytonomiis ; and once in a while, a Spheno-

phorus. Further instances might be tedious, and enough have been

given to show that many species of beetles are really common
and even conspicuous in a Staten Island garden and that

one might make a collection representing most of the fam-

ilies without going from home. Indeed a completely iden-

tified list would require a wide knowledge of the subject and

would add materially to the List of Staten Island Coleoptera that

Mr. W. T. Davis and I are preparing. Such is not, however, the

purpose of this paper ; but as I look back over the years I am glad,

as a student of beetles, to bear witness to the little harm a few

have done to the garden, harm that has been more than ofifset by
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the benefits derived from most of them and the pleasure of their

company. I would caution the gardener against destroying them,

for the garden's sake as well as the beetle's, even if he does not be-

lieve with Shakespeare that " the poor beetle, that we tread upon,

in corporal sufferance finds a pang as great as when a giant dies
"

(Measure for Measure, III, Sc. i).



Literature Relating to Staten Island

Coniferous Woods of the Potomac Formation^

Although this article deals especially with fossil coniferous

woods of Lower Cretaceous (Potomac-Patuxent) age from the

District of Columbia there are several references to and com-

parisons made with similar woods from Kreischerville, described

by Hollick and Jeffrey in Memoirs of the New York Botanical

Garden, volume 3, and from localities in New Jersey described by

the same authors and others.

Podocarpoxylon McGeei (Knowlton) n. comb., and Paracu-

pressinoxylon potomacense n. sp. are described and figured, and

there is more or less extended discussion of the meaning and

value of certain features of woody structure in connection with

the determination of tribal and family relationships of other Cre-

taceous genera, such as Brachyphyllmn, Raritania, Androvettia,

Araucariopitys, etc., to which the author refers as " masquer-

ading araucarians."

A. H.

Historic Dutch Houses upon Old Staten Island^

This article includes illustrated descriptions of the Clawson

House on the east side of New Dorp Lane ; the Jacobson-Vander-

bilt House on the west side of the .lane, nearly opposite the latter

;

the Scott-Edwards House on Manor Road, now the residence of

Mr. A. A. Michell ; the Perine House on Richmond Road ; the

Britton Cottage, designated by its old name Cubberly House

(Proc. Staten Is. Assoc. 5: 68-74); and the Guyon-Clark

House (ibid. 6: 11 3-1 39).

The author spent some time in our library gathering material

1 E. W. Sinnott and H. H. Bartlett. Amer. Jour. Sci. 41 : 276-293,

/. i-t8. Mr 1916.

- Harriet S. Gillespie. The New Country Life 31: 74-75. Ap 1917.
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for the article and obtaining such other assistance as our faciHties

enabled us to supply.

The views are well selected for showing characteristic archi-

tectural features and the cuts are clearly reproduced. Several

errors of fact may be noted in the text, but nothing more serious

than the ordinary inaccuracies common to the writer on historical

subjects who is not a professional historian.

A. H.



Records of Meetings

Meetings of the Association

regular meeting, october 21, i916

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

First vice-president William T. Davis in the chair and sixteen persons

present.

The minutes of the regular meeting of April 15, and of the annual meet-

ing of May 20, 1916, were read and approved.

Mr. Ira K. Morris exhibited an old wooden ballot box and read the fol-

lowing memorandum in connection with it

:

From the commencement of the use of this old ballot box, some time

prior to 1766 and up to about 1820, perhaps later, there were three voting

precincts in the town of Castleton. The first was in the vicinity of the

locality now known as Tompkinsville, the second was on the North Shore

at the present West New Brighton, and the third at Four Corners, now
known as Castleton Corners.

Voting would commence at Tompkinsville and continue from sunrise

to sunset. This program would be repeated on the second day on the

North Shore, and on the third day at Four Corners. I have conversed

with a number of old men who have placed their ballots in this box.

Captain Richard S. Cary, grandfather of the late Thomas S. Cary, of

West New Brighton, was clerk of election in the town of Castleton for

many years. When the election was over, the clerk was always expected

to keep and care for the ballot box and " fixtures," also documents, etc.,

until the next election. When larger boxes were needed this one was con-

sidered valueless and for many years it has been a mute relic of the past

in some secluded nook of the Cary homestead.

Mrs. Emily Keyes, daughter of the late Thomas S. Cary, with her

brothers, Messrs. Elmer and Frederick Cary, 'have recently come into pos-

session of their father's personal property and have cheerfully given the

old ballot box to the writer, in order that it may be preserved by our as-

sociation, and in their name I present it.

This is, in all probability, the oldest ballot box preserved intact in the

United States. Could the interesting incidents in which it has mingled be

written in full it would form a new history of the old town of Castleton.

Dr. Arthur Hollick exhibited and read extracts from the original manu-
script diary of Robert G. Livingston, Jr., written during the period from
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1771-1782, at Sharon, Conn., and Dover, N. Y., when he resided on the

old land patent known as the " Little Nine Partners." The book, bound
in leather, was obtained from the estate of the late John J. Crooke of

Great Kill, Staten Island (whose grandmother was a Livingston), and
recently donated to the Association by Mr. C. W. Schutzendorf.

Mr. William T. Davis exhibited and commented upon certain insects

included in a collection of about four hundred specimens, made in July 1914

at East Jewitt, Catskill Mountains, N. Y.,on and in the vicinity of the farm

of Hon. Howard R. Bayne. Particular attention was called to the dragon-

fly Boyeria grafiana Williamson, several specimens of which were cap-

tured. They were not uncommon along the course of a deeply shaded

brook. This species, and B. vinosa Say, which latter occurs on Staten

Island, either fly toward evening or may be found in woods where the

full light of the sun does not penetrate.

Seventeen species of grasshoppers were collected, of which the most

interesting was Atlanticus davisi Rehn & Hebard. The one specimen se-

cured was found drowned in a quiet eddy of a brook. At the time it was
secured the species was undescribed. A subsequent study of this and the

two species of the genus found on Staten Island, A. pachymerus (Bur-

meister) and A. amcricanus (Saussure), led to the description of A.

monticolor Davis, which lives in the mountains of the southeastern

United States.

Mr. Davis exhibited and commented on a work by W. S. Blatchley and

C. W. Leng, on the Rhynchophora or Weevils of Northeastern America,

issued by the Nature Publishing Company of Indianapolis in 1916, and ex-

hibited the type specimen of Trachyphlaetis davisi, shown in figure 47 on

page 115, which was captured at Fort Wadsworth, Staten Island.

Mr. Davis also described a visit made in May 1916 to Lahaway Plan-

tation, Ocean County, N. J.', the home of the late J. Turner Brakeley, and

discussed certain of the natural features of the region. Specimens of the

snakes and insects collected were exhibited; also a portion of a large

silicified tree trunk that was discovered some years previously during the

process of constructing a dike for a cranberry bog. The specimen, after

it was excavated, was deposited at the base of a tree near the Brakeley

house, where it remained for some time ; but it was subsequently broken

up and portions of it distributed to a number of collectors and museums,

our Own among the latter.

The meeting then adjourned.

REGULAR MEETING, NOVEMBER l8, I916

The meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and thirty persons present.

The minutes of the regular meeting of October 21, 1916, were read and

approved.
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The president exhibited and commented upon a series of natural grafts

between interlocking limbs and branches of second-growth sugar maples,

Acer saccharum Marsh., cut from saplings and sprouts from old stumps

on his farm at East Jewitt, Catskill Mountains, N. Y.

The director exhibited recent accessions to the museum collections, as

follows

:

1. From Mrs. R. L'H. Finch, (a) Specimens of colonial, state bank,

and Confederate paper money. (6) Specimens of old china, consisting of

an India-ware dish and a Chinese willow-ware plate, which were brought

to America by the firm of Griswold & Green, merchants, in the early part

of the last century.

2. From Mrs. Carl E. Tcfft. A framed, steel-engraved portrait of John

J. Audubon.

The director also exhibited a silver communion service, owned by

Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church of West New Brighton, consisting

of a flagon and two goblets, each of the latter having the engraved

inscription

Presented to the Church

by D. Mersereau Esq''.

for the Communion

i8i6

and stated that the service had been tendered as a -loan to the Association

by the officials of the church, to be deposited in the Museum as a perma-

nent exhibit, in accordance with a suggestion to that effect by Mersereau

Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution.

Announced Program

Dr. Arthur HoUick, in commemoration of the 35th anniversary of the

organization of the Natural Science Association of Staten Island on No-

vember 12, 1881, read the original minutes of the first meeting, signed by

him as secretary pro tem., and showed the original draft of the constitu-

tion and bylaws prepared at the same meeting, written by Dr. N. L.

Britton.

Doctor HoUick read extracts from the " Curator's Book," begun by Mr.

William T. Davis, in which the first listed donation to the collections,

under date of November 17, 1881, is " SquUla empusa Say, from New
Dorp. N. L. Britton."

Doctor Hollick exhibited the second specimen listed, a spade-foot frog,

Scaphiopus holbrooki Harlan, preserved in alcohol, captured at New
Brighton by Charles W. Butler and entered in the book under date of

December 20, 1881. Also fossils from a drift boulder of Schoharie grit,

found on the shore at " Camp Washington," the present location of the
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railroad terminal at St. George, collected by William T. Davis and Ernest

F. Neilson and entered in the book under the same date.

Doctor Hollick remarked that it was of interest to note that five of the

fourteen organizers of the old association, N. L. Britton, William T.

Davis, Arthur Hollick, Charles W. Leng, and Edward C. Delavan, Jr.,

after a lapse of thirty-five years, are j^et active in the affairs of the Staten

Island Association of Arts and Sciences.

The meeting then adjourned.

REGULAR MEETING, DECEMBER l6, I916

The meeting was held in the assembly room of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

First vice-president William T. Davis in the chair and thirteen persons

present.

The minutes of the regular meeting of November 18, 1916, were read

and approved.

President Howard R. Bayne arrived and the vice-president vacated

the chair.

The president gave a verbal report of progress in behalf of the com-

mittee in charge of the proposed new museum building. An abstract is as

follows

:

1. The committee consists of Dr. John Q. Adams, chairman, Mr. Wil-

1am G. Willcox, Mr. James R. Walsh, and the president ex officio.

2. Application was made to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund for

a plot of land now owned by the city, 115 feet by 108 feet, at the north-

east corner of Wall Street and Stuyvesant Place, on which to erect the

proposed building. This application is now pending.

3. Plans for a three-story and basement, fireproof building, to cost ap-

proximately $20,000, have been prepared by Mr. Robert W. Gardner, who
was selected as the architect. These plans have been examined, discussed,

amended and tentatively approved by the committee, except in regard to

minor details.

4. Mr. William G. .Willcox offered to contribute $10,000 to the building

fund, conditional on an equal amount being raised from other sources on

or before May i, 1917.

5. The committee has visited forty residents of Staten Island and so-

licited contributions to the fund. Twenty pledged subscriptions aggre-

gating $5,570 have been received at date.

Dr. Arthur Hollick referred to the recent action of the Board of Esti-

mate and Apportionment in reducing the appropriation for salaries in the

1917 budget appropriation for the support of the museum, including the

elimination of the position of curator held by Mr. Howard H. Cleaves,

and offered the following resolutions

:

Resolved, that the Board of Trustees be and is hereby requested to take

such action as it may deem advisable to endeavor to obtain the retention
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or reinstatement of Mr. Howard H. Cleaves as a curator on the staff of

the museum.
Resolved, that the secretary be and is hereby authorized and requested

to communicate with such friends of the museum as he may deem advis-

able, with the view of raising funds sufficient to pay Mr. Cleaves his

present salary during the year 1917 and thus to assure his retention as a

curator in the service of the museum.

The resolutions were put to vote and unanimously adopted.

The director exhibited a blackjack, donated by Mr. John DeMorgan,

with the following memorandum :

Fifty years ago there was an epidemic of garotting in London. The
garotter would step up behind his victim, throw one arm around his neck

and then rob him. . . . The authorities allowed citizens to carry flexible

blackjacks, which could be used with good effect, as the victim could strike

back over his shoulder and thus have a chance to make his assailant re-

lease his grip. This is one of the blackjacks actually used by the good

citizens during that period as a means of such defense.

Announced Program

Dr. Arthur Hollick read the announced paper of the evening on the

Interrelations between the City, the Museum, and the Association. (See

this issue, p. 193.)

The meeting then adjourned.

REGULAR MEETING, JANUARY 20, I917

The meeting was held in the assembly room of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and twenty-seven persons

present.

The minutes of the regular meeting of December 16, 1916, were read

and approved.

The president gave a verbal report of progress made since the last meet-

ing of the Association in regard to pledges of subscriptions received

toward the new museum building fund. These now aggregate a little over

$6,000, exclusive of the $10,000 conditionally pledged by Mr. William G.

Willcox.

The secretary gave a verbal report of progress and read letters re-

ceived in response to a circular letter prepared in accordance with the

resolution adopted at the last meeting of the Association, authorizing the

secretary to solicit subscriptions toward a fund to pay the salary of Mr.

Howard H. Cleaves as a curator on the staff of the museum during the

year 1917. About forty pledged subscriptions have been received to date,

aggregating a little less than $900. Other conditional pledges were also

received, and the amount required to retain Mr. Cleaves' services is prac-

tically assured.
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Announced Program

Captain Francis D. Murphy gave an illustrated lecture on the African

animals represented in the collection of mounted heads and other

zoological specimens recently presented to the museum by Mr. Frederick

C. Havemeyer.

The meeting then adjourned.

REGULAR MEETING, FEBRUARY I7, I917

The meeting was held in the assembly room of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and thirty persons present.

The minutes of the regular meeting of January 20, 1917, were read and

approved.

The president gave a verbal report on behalf of the committee on the

new museum building, as follows

:

The total pledged subscriptions to the building fund to date aggregate

$6,785 in addition to the $10,000 conditionally pledged by Mr. Willcox.

The request made to the city for a plot of land on which to erect the

building was approved and the plot assigned at a meeting of the Com-
missioners of the Sinking Fund held on January 25.

Following is an abstract from the proceedings of the meeting of the

Commissioners in relation to the matter :i

" The Deputy and Acting Comptroller presented the following report

and offered the following resolution

:

"January 20, 191 7.

"To THE Honorable the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund:

"Gentlemen: The President of the Staten Island Association of Arts

and Sciences in a communication to your Board under date of October 14,

1916, requests the assignment to that Association of part (115 ft. by 108

ft.) of a plot of ground owned by the City at Wall Street and Stuyvesant

Place, in the Borough of Richmond, for the purpose of erecting thereon a

two and a half story and basement fireproof Museum building at a cost

of about $20,000, at the expense of the Staten Island Association of Arts

and Sciences, and which will take the place of the present quarters now

leased by the City, thereby effecting a saving to the City of $1,500 a year,

now paid for rent. . . .

" The Corporation Counsel, in a communication under date of January

16, 1917, states that the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund have the gen-

eral power under section 8 of chapter 850 of the Laws of 1911 'to allot

and set apart to said Association, land in the Borough of Richmond for

the erection of a suitable building or buildings for the keeping and main-

1 Printed in the City Record 45 : 961. 6 F 1917.
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taining of the Museum, collection and library of said Association, and to

prescribe the terms and conditions regulating the use of such land by said

Association.'

" I therefore respectfully recommend that the Commissioners of the

Sinking Fund adopt a resolution assigning to the Staten Island Association

of Arts and Sciences, the plot of land in the First Ward of the Borough

of Richmond, City of New York, bounded and described as follows : . •
•

—

said premises to be used as a site for the erection of a Museum building

by the Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences, said premises with

buildings and other improvements thereon to revert to the City whenever

it shall cease to be so used.

" Respectfully,

" Albert E. Hadlock,
" Deputy and Acting Comptroller.

" Resolved, That, pursuant to the provisions of section 8, chapter 850 of

the Laws of 191 1, the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund hereby assign

to the Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences the plot of land in

the First Ward, Borough of Richmond, City of New York, bounded as

follows

:

"Beginning at the corner formed by the intersection of the northerly side

of Wall Street with the easterly side of Stuyvesant Place ; running thence

easterly along the northerly side of Wall Street 108 feet; running thence

northerly and parallel with the easterly side of Stuyvesant Place 115 feet;

running thence westerly and parallel with the northerly side of Wall Street

108 feet to the easterly side of Stuyvesant Place ; running thence southerly

along the easterly side of Stuyvesant Place 115 feet to the point or place

of beginning,—said land to be used as a site for the erection of a Museum
building by the said Association, and the premises, with the building and

other improvements thereon, to revert to the City of New York when-

ever it shall cease to be so used. This assignment being made upon the

express condition that the erection of the Museum building shall be com-

menced within two years from date, otherwise to be of no force or efifect.

" The report was accepted, and the resolution adopted, all the members

present voting in the afifirmative."

Announced Program

Dr. Arthur HoUick gave an illustrated lecture on Some Evidences of

the Ice Age on and in the Vicinity of Staten Island.

The meeting then adjourned.

REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 17, I917

The meeting was held in the assembly room of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.
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President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and thirty-five persons present.

In the absence of the secretary Dr. John Q. Adams was elected secre-

tary pro tern.

The minutes of the regular meeting of February 17, 1917, were read

and approved.

Doctor Adams, as chairman of the committee on the new museum build-

ing, reported progress to date. About $1,000 additional had been received

in pledged subscriptions since the last meeting of the Association.

Announced Program

Mr. David Varon gave an address, illustrated with crayon sketches

made during the course of his address, on The Staten Island of To-
morrow.

The meeting then adjourned.

REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 21, IQI/

The meeting was held in the assembly room of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and forty-five persons present.

In the absence of the secretary Dr. John Q. Adams was elected secretary

pro tern.

On motion the reading of minutes was deferred.

Doctor Adams, as chairman of the committee on the new museum build-

ing, reported that the pledged subscriptions to the building fund received

to date amounted to $8,585 and that, therefore, only $1,415 remained to

be raised by the end of the month in order to secure the additional $10,000

tentatively pledged by Mr. Willcox.

Announced Program

Mr. Arthur A. Michell delivered an illustrated lecture on The Ruined

Abbeys of England and the Destruction of Monasticism.

The meeting then adjourned.

ANNUAL MEETING, MAY I9, I917

The meeting was held in the assembly room of the Museum, 154 Stuy-

vesant Place, New Brighton.

President Howard R. Bayne in the chair and thirty-three persons

present.

The minutes of the regular meetings of March 17 and April 21, 1917,

were read and approved.

The annual report of the Board of Trustees was read and ordered placed

on file. (See this issue, p. 225.)

The annual report of the treasurer was read, approved and ordered

placed on file. (See this issue, p. 227.)

The annual report of the secretary was read, approved and ordered

placed on file. (See this issue, p. 228.)
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The president announced the next order of business to be the nomina-

tion and election of four trustees to fill the vacancies caused by the ex-

piration of the terms of office of George Cromwell, Anton W. Hoffmeyer

(selected by the Board of Trustees May 27, 1916, in place of George S.

Humphrey resigned), William H. Mitchill, and F. Winthrop White, and

called for the report of the committee on nominations.

The committee submitted a report nominating and recommending the

reelection of the four incumbents mentioned.

The president asked if there were any other nominations and none

being offered it was

Voted, that the secretary cast one affirmative ballot for the election of

the nominees recommended by the committee.

The secretary cast the ballot as instructed and the president declared

George Cromwell, Anton W. Hoffmeyer, William H. Mitchill, and F.

Withrop White elected trustees of the Association for the ensuing three

years.

The work of the sections during the year was reported upon by Mr.

Howard H. Cleaves for the Section of Natural Science (see this issue,

p. 221), and by Mr. S. McKee Smith for the Section of Historical Re-

search (see this issue, p. 222).

The annual report of the Britton Cottage committee was read and or-

dered placed on file. (See this issue, p. 243.)

Dr. J. Q. Adams reported as follows on the work of the committee on

the new museum building

:

The committee, consisting of Dr. John Q. Adams, chairman, William

T. Davis, James R. Walsh, William G. Willcox, Charles A. Ingalls and

President Howard R. Bayne ex officio, is pleased to report that at date

$10,575 has been secured in 122 pledged subscriptions to the building

fund, in addition to the $10,000 pledged by Mr. Willcox conditional on a

like amount being raised on or before May i, 1917. On the last day of

April $310 was lacking to make up the amount required. One of our

members, Mr. Eberhard Faber, on being told of this immediately wrote

his check for the full amount required and Mr. Willcox, on being in-

formed that the conditions relating to his subscription had been met,

promptly remitted his check for $10,000. Other subscriptions have also

been paid in and the amount now actually in the treasurer's hands is

$15,000.

The Board of Trustees has instructed the architect, Mr. Robert W.
Gardner, to obtain bids for excavating, in order that the work of con-

struction may be begun as soon as feasible, in conformity with the plans

adopted.

The committee is of the opinion that, owing to the recent increased

price of labor and material the cost of the building will exceed, by sev-

eral thousand dollars, the original estimate of $20,000; but the committee
is confident that the necessary means will be forthcoming.

The president delivered his annual address.
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Announced Program

Mr. Howard H. Cleaves gave a lecture on The Gulls of New York
Harbor, illustrated by lantern slides made largely from his original

photographs.

The meeting then adjourned.

Meetings of the Sections

section of natural science

The Section held one meeting—the annual meeting—on Saturday evening

April 14, 1917.

The meeting was called to order by the chairman, Mr. Charles W. Leng.

Present : William T. Davis, Arthur HoUick, Howard H. Cleaves, and

Harold K. Decker.

The minutes of the meeting of April 8, 1916, were read and approved

as read.

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted in the reelection of

Charles W. Leng as chairman and Howard H. Cleaves as recorder.

Mr. William T. Davis read a paper on the Tabanidae of Staten Island

(see this issue, p. 201) and exhibited a complete collection of the Staten

Island species thus far captured, also certain species from other localities

for comparison.

Mr. Davis also presented a cutting from a chestnut sapling infected

with chestnut blight, Diaporthc parasitica Murr., by which it was girdled

for a distance of about three inches. The red coloration of the infected

area made it a conspicuous mark in its natural environment.

Mr. Charles W. Leng read a paper on Some Beetles of a Staten Island

Garden (see this issue, p. 204).

Mr. Harold K. Decker presented brief notes on local ornithological

observations made during the year 1916 as follows : A breeding pair of

killdeer, OxyccJms v. vocifcrus (Linn.), the second pair recorded from

Staten Island, was seen near Field's dairy farm, West New Brighton. A
whip-poor-will, Antrostomns v. vociferns (Wils.), probably one of a

breeding pair, remained throughout the nesting season in the vicinity of

Willow Brook. A pair of redheaded woodpeckers, Mclancrpes erythro-

ccphalus (Linn.), nested in the vicinity of Myer's Corners, West New
Brighton, as they had done in several previous seasons. A nest of a

black-billed cuckoo, Coccy;::us eryfhrophthalmus (Wils.) containing seven

eggs and one nestling was found at Westerleigh. An instance of what

seemed like unmistakable evidence of polygamy among redwinged black-

birds, Agclaius p. phoeniceus (Linn.), was observed near Gifford's Lane,

Great Kill. Two nests were found in a small swamp, one containing four

eggs, the other three young about three days old. Protracted watching

failed to disclose the presence of more than one male bird and two

females.
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Mr. Decker stated that exact dates and more complete memoranda
would be included in a future communication.

H. H. Cleaves,

Recorder.

SECTION OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH

Two meetings were held, as follows

:

Annual Meeting, January 13, 1917

The meeting was called to order by the chairman, Dr. Arthur Hollick.

Present : Arthur Hollick, William T. Davis, George W. Tuttle, Edward
M. Stothers, S. McKee Smith.

The minutes of the meeting of February 7, 1916, were read and approved.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : chairman,

George W. Tuttle; recorder, S. McKee Smith.

The following items were presented and discussed

:

By Doctor Hollick— (i) From Mr. Edward C. Delavan, Jr., a photo-

graph of the "Hessian Springs," on the former John C. Green estate, be-

tw.een Westervelt Avenue and Jersey Street (fide Blood's map of 1845).

The photograph was taken about 1902. The view is from Fifth Street

looking toward Crescent Avenue. The site is now obliterated by " im-

provements," as we all know, hence it may be of interest to recall the

following note, which appeared in the Richmond County Mirror of Janu-
ary 20, 1838: "Hessian Springs Garden.—We are rejoiced to learn that

these dehghtful springs are no longer to be permitted to repose in unde-
served and inglorious seclusion. We learn that a company of enterprising

gentlemen is about forming to purchase the old Hessian Spring from the

New Brighton Association, with the contiguous valley through which its

waters find their way to the Kill Van Kuyl. It is proposed to lay out the

whole valley as a garden, with vine-hung arbors. This enterprise is in

better taste than anything we have heard of lately. The celebrated quali-

ties of the old Hessian Springs, where whilom our Dutch ancestors were
wont to regale their appetites, are too valuable any longer to remain un-

noticed. Tall trees bend their cooling shade over the streamlet that leaps

from this antiquated source ; and the hills come sloping in gradually from
every direction. Everything seems to have conspired to render this sweet
retreat a perfect paradise. This is the first step which we have noticed

toward improving the real natural advantages of this place; and we hope
it may not be lost sight of."

(2) From Mrs. E. L. Blake, the original muster roll of Company B,

73d Regiment, N. Y. State Militia, June 18 to August 15, 1861, consisting

of the signatures of twenty-nine residents of Staten Island, including

Edward Blake as captain and Edw. B. Underbill as first lieutenant.

By Mr. Tuttle— (i) Memorandum and reference to a "Map of Staten
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Island, Richmond County, N. Y. Surveyed, drawn and published by

James S. Butler, C.E. and Surveyor, 1853. One fourth mile to an inch";

size 59 X 43/^ inches. A recent acquisition of the New York Public Li-

brary and not represented in the map collection of the Association.

(2) Memorandum in relation to old court records of Staten Island. In

1664 a court was established at Old Town. The court of sessions was
held at Gravesend, Long Island, which included Staten Island in its juris-

diction. The records of this latter court, from 1668-1683, are on file in

the office of the County Clerk in. Brooklyn. The records of the courts

of Staten Island begin about 1680. In 1683 Staten Island was made the

County of Richmond.

In view of the importance of the old local records antedating the estab-

lishinent of Richmond County, which are not generally known to be in

existence, Mr. Tuttle was requested to prepare a report on the results of

his examinations of them, in the form of a paper for printing in the

Proceedings.

(3) Blue print of a portion of a recent map of Staten Island, showing

the probable location of Old Town according to Ryder's map of 1670, and

boundaries of the adjacent old land grants of Isaac Billeau, Francis Mar-

tino and others, and their relation to existing roads and streets.

Mr. Tuttle stated that a paper would be prepared in which the historical

features depicted on the map would be more fully described and discussed.

(4) Photographs of the portion of the Ryder map showing the southern

end of Staten Island, the boundaries of the Manor of Bentley, and the

location 'of the Billopp House. Also a blue print of a recent map of the

same region, showing the old boundaries of the Manor and adjacent land

grants of Anthony Fountain, Obadiah Holmes, William Johnson, and

others, and their relation to existing roads and streets.

Mr. Tuttle stated that the data mentioned and discussed in connection

with these maps would be incorporated in a paper for printing in the

Proceedings.

(5) In answer to a question in regard to the highest point on Staten

Island, as determined by recent exact measurements, Mr. Tuttle stated

that this point is represented by the knoll in the southwest angle of Todt

Hill and Ocean Terrace roads, which has an elevation of 410 feet above

mean high water and 413 feet above mean sea level.

On motion the section adjourned to the call of the chairman.

S. McKee Smith,

Recorder.

April 6, 1917

The Section met on the above date, chairman George W. Tuttle pre-

siding.

Present : George W. Tuttle, Edward C. Delavan, Jr., William T. Davis,

Edward M. Stothers, John Rader, Arthur Hollick.

Doctor Hollick was elected recorder pro tempore. On motion the read-

ing of minutes was deferred.
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Mr. Delavan read a paper on The Old Road from Cuckold's Towne

to the Ferry, illustrated by a map and lantern-shde diagrams.

Mr. Tuttle read a paper on The First Attempt to Settle Staten Island,

and exhibited a copy of Joan Vingboom's map of Manhattan Island and

vicinity, originally published in 1639. This map is of special local value

and interest for the reason that it shows the location of DeVries' plan-

tation on Staten Island.

Mr. Davis exhibited and presented to the Association on behalf of Mrs.

EHzabeth Davis a bronze medal awarded to her father, the late John C.

Thompson, by the American Institute in 1856, for the "best sweet corn."

The corn was grown on land part of which is now occupied by the mu-

seum building. The deed of transfer of the property from Robert S.

Buchanan and Elizabeth C, his wife, to Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, dated

May 12, 1854, was also exhibited.

Mr. Davis also exhibited and presented copies of a pamphlet of forty

pages entitled Gardening Made Easy, by John C. Thompson, published

in 1871.

Adj ournment.
Arthur Hollick,

Recorder pro tempore.



Annual Reports

Report of the Board of Trustees

The Board held nine meetings, as follows : stated meetings May 27, Oc-

tober 7, December 2, 1916, and February 3, April 7, 1917, and an adjourned

stated meeting June 3, 1916; special meetings October 27, 1916, and April

20, 1917, and an adjourned special meeting November 17, 1916. The
executive committee also met on December 23, 1916, and January 29, 1917.

All of the routine and emergency business of the Association was care-

fully considered and acted upon as occasion required, by the Board and
its standing committees and the officers of the Association. The finances

of the Association will be given in detail in the report of the treasurer and
membership statistics in that of the secretary.

The program committee arranged a well balanced series of lectures and
addresses for the regular meetings of the Association, and earnest, valu-

able work was accomplished by the Section of Natural Science and the

Section of Historical Research, which will be reported upon by their

respective recorders. It is to be regretted that the other sections were
inactive during the year.

The women's auxiliary committee took charge, as usual, of the social

functions in connection with each of the Association meetings, and to the

members of this committee the Board tenders its thanks for and apprecia-

tion of the enjoyable receptions held under its auspices.

The affairs of the Britton Cottage will be reported upon by the com-
mittee in charge and call for no comment on the part of the Board except

to express, on behalf of the Association, our appreciation of what the com-
mittee has accomplished in connection with the maintenance, care, and

development of the property.

Two changes in the personnel of the Board were caused by the resig-

nation of George S. Humphrey and of Louis L. Tribus, and the selection

in their places, respectively, of Anton W. Hofifmeyer and Dr. Nathaniel

L. Britton.

At the annual meeting of the Board on May 27, 1916, the officers of the

Association whose terms had expired were reelected, viz. : president,

Howard R. Bayne ; first vice-president, William T. Davis ; second vice-

president, William H. Mitchill; treasurer, Charles A. Ingalls ; secretary,

Arthur Hollick.

During the year the Board elected the following to active membership in

the Association : Henry A. Ahrens, Mrs. Henry A. Ahrens, Lot C. Alston,

Harold K. Decker, Charles D. Durkee, Mrs. Charles D. Durkee, Ernest

225
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H. Heath, Louis W. Kaufmann, Oscar E. Sperrle, Mrs. Oscar E. Sperrle,

Johannes Stenzel, C. S. LePoer Trench, John C. Welsh, Hermann A.

Witte, Mrs. Herman A. Witte.

Harold K. Decker qualified as a life member, and Frederick C. Have-

meyer was elected a patron.

The Board records with regret the death of Theodore R. J. Lins and of

Henry A. Tabb.

In 1916 application was made to the Board of Estimate and Apportion-

ment for an appropriation of $9,418.55 for salaries and maintenance in con-

nection with the museum during the year 1917. The appropriation granted

was $7,389. The position of one museum guard was eliminated and also

the position of curator held by Mr. Howard H. Cleaves. Every effort

was made to obtain a reconsideration of this action, but without success.

The situation was serious, and the necessity of retaining the services of

Mr. Cleaves, if certain of the museum activities were to be continued,

was brought to the attention of the Association by the secretary at the

meeting held on December 16, and the following resolution was adopted

:

Resolved, that the Secretary be and is hereby authorized and requested

to communicate with such friends of the Museum as he may deem ad-

visable, with the view of raising funds sufficient to pay Mr. Cleaves his

present compensation during the year 1917 and thus to assure his retention

as curator in the service of the museum.

As a result of the secretary's efforts, in issuing an appeal for subscrip-

tions in accordance with the above resolution, the Board is pleased to

announce that almost the entire amount called for has been secured, and

that the remainder will probably be forthcoming. Mr. Cleaves's services

were thus retained and the season's courses of children's lectures were

continued without interruption, under his management. A list of these

lectures, with their attendance records, is appended to the report of the

director. To those who so promptly and generously responded to this

appeal the Board assumes the privilege, on behalf of the Association, of

expressing its appreciation of the assistance rendered. The Board also

takes advantage of this opportunity to tender its sincere thanks to the

several lecturers for their courtesy and kindness in giving their services

without compensation and in many instances at more or less personal

trouble and inconvenience.

In October 1916 application was made to the Commissioners of the

Sinking Fund for the assignment to the Association of a plot of land

owned by the city at the northeast corner of Wall Street and Stuyvesant

Place, on which to erect our proposed museum building. The application

was granted January 25, 1917, on condition that the building be com-
menced within two years from the date of assignment of the land. The
committee in charge of the preparation of plans and the raising of funds
for the building has made substantial progress in the work it has under-

taken to accomplish, as reported from time to time at the meetings of



Annual Reports 227

the Association. At date pledged subscriptions amounting to $10,575 have
been obtained, in addition to the $10,000 subscribed by Mr. William G.

Willcox. Mr. Robert W. Gardner, who was selected as architect, pre-

pared and submitted preHminary plans and specifications some time ago,

for a two and a half story and basement, fireproof building, approxi-

mately 40 X 60 feet in horizontal dimensions. These have been revised,

amended in certain details, approved by the Board and referred to the

building committee to obtain estimates and bids for the excavation and
construction work. There is every prospect that the work will be actually

begun within six months from the date when the land was assigned to us

by the city conditional on the building being commenced within two years.

The museum has maintained its high standard as a center of intellectual

entertainment and information, and its various activities have evidently

enlisted and aroused the interest of the community to a greater extent

than ever before, as indicated by the amount and variety of the material

donated to the collections and library, and the large increase in the num-
ber of visitors over that of any previous year. In this connection it is

interesting to recall that the attendance last year was 14,452 as compared
with 17,361 this year. Other interesting items have been mentioned from
time to time in the Museum Bulletin, and complete statistical records

of the museum activities may be found in the report of the director.

In conclusion the Board takes advantage of this opportunity to record

its gratification on the substantial progress made by the Association in

winning the increased confidence of the community, as evidenced by the

fact that of the one hundred and twenty-two contributors to the build-

ing fund forty-four were not members of the Association, and to tender

to them its thanks for and appreciation of their generous support.

Submitted, for the Board of Trustees,

John Q. Adams,
Acting Secretary.

Report of the Treasurer

Income

Balance in hand at date of last annual report $ 902.75

Since received from membership dues 732.00

Since received from contributions toward museum building fund. 15,035.00

Since received from contributions toward curator's salary fund.. 400.00

Since received from N. L. Britton toward care and maintenance

of Britton Cottage 118.88

Since received from Wm. T. Davis for care of insect collections. 50.00

Since received from interest on savings bank account 54-82

Since received from miscellaneous sources 40.85

$17-334-30
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Disbursements

Paid for printing Proceedings and Bulletin $ 405-73

Paid for account of curator's salary 400.00

Paid for account of Britton Cottage expenses 121.63

Paid for account of care of insect collections 5000

Paid for stationery and postage i7i-34

Paid for insurance on collections and library 75-00

Paid for refreshments at meetings of the Association 25.35

Paid for subscriptions to periodicals, etc 41.10

Paid for petty cash account 41.28

$ 1,33143

Balance in hand 16,002.87

$17,334-30

Disposition of Funds

General funds -• $ 104.46

Special museum and library fund 48-OS

Endowment fund 815.36

Museum building fund 15,035.00

$16,002.87

The above does not include the accounting in connection with the

municipal budget appropriations for the maintenance of the museum and

the salaries of the members of the museum staff and other employees,

which is transacted through the medium of the Department of Finance, in

accordance with forms and methods prescribed by the Department.

Charles A. Ingalls,

Treasurer.

Report of the Secretary

The Association held eight regular meetings, including the annual meet-

ing. The total attendance was 212, or an average of 26.5 at each meeting.

The membership records are as follows

:

On roll at date of last annual report 305

Since elected 16

Resigned 5

Deceased 2

Dropped from the roll 5

Leaving on roll at date 309
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These are classified as follows

:

Active members 279

Life members 10

Corresponding members 4
Honorary members 2

Ex officio members 2

Patrons 12

Total membership 309

Arthur Hollick,

Secretary.

Report of the Director

To THE Board of Trustees,

Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences.

Sirs: I have the honor to report as follows upon the activities and ad-

ministration of the museum for the fiscal year ending May 19, 191 7, to

which is appended detailed statistics in connection with the same, compiled

by Miss Agnes L. Pollard and Mr. Howard H. Cleaves, curators

:

City Appropriation

In accordance with the action of the Board taken at the adjourned

annual meeting, on June 3, 1916. the budget estimate sheets for the year

1917 were prepared, and were transmitted to the proper city officials to-

gether with the president's letter of explanation, on June 10. The total

appropriation applied for was $9,418.55.

A hearing was had before the subcommittee of the tax budget com-

mittee of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment on September 15, at

which President Howard R. Bayne, Dr. John Q. Adams, Director Hollick,

and Miss Agnes L. Pollard were present. The subcommittee, after a brief

hearing, voted to recommend the elimination from the list of museum em-

ployees of one curator at $1,200 (Mr. Howard H. Cleaves), one of the

guards at $450, and the night watchman at $520. President Bayne gave

formal notice that an appeal would be taken to the full budget committee.

On October 16 a hearing was had before the budget committee, which

was attended by the president, the director, State Senator George Crom-

well, Mr. William G. Willcox, and Dr. John Q. Adams. Statistics and

other data pertinent to the work of the employees mentioned were pre-

sented and the necessity of their services was urged.

When the tentative budget appeared subsequently in printed form our

appropriation stood as follows

:
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Code No. Title Amount

1445 Personal Service:—Salaries, Regular Employees :

Curator-in-chief [Director] $2,500.00

Curator 1,000.00

Janitor 840.00

Museum guard 480.00

Total Personal Service $4,820.00

1446 Expenses 1,969.00

Departmental Total $6,789.00

This was in accordance with the recommendations of the subcommittee

to eliminate one curator, one museum guard, and the night watchman, and

to cut the expense account considerably below our requested appropriation.

At the same time, however, the salary of the janitor was raised $120 per

annum and that of the one museum guard $30.

At a public hearing before the Board of Estimate and Apportionment

on October 2,^ the president, the director, and Senator Cromwell appeared

and the president made a further appeal for the restoration of the posi-

tions eliminated.

The budget as finally adopted on October 31 provided for the support

of the museum during the year 1917 as follows :^
,

Code No. Title Amount

1445 Personal Service—Salaries, Regular Employees :

Curator-in-chief [Director] $2,500.00

Curator 1,000.00

Janitor 840.00

Watchman 600.00

Museum guard 480.00

Total Personal Service $5,420.00

1446 Expenses 1,969.00

Departmental Total $7,389.00

The position of night watchman was restored, with a salary increase of

$80 per annum ; but the other eliminated positions were not.

Incidentally it may be noted that the appropriation was divided into two

subappropriations only, viz., 1445—salaries, and 1446—expenses, instead of

being divided, as heretofore, under six code numbers. This placed us in

the same category as the larger city museums, so far as form of the

budget appropriation was concerned. The apportionment of the expense

account for the year 1917 is under our o"wn control for the first time. Our
bookkeeping is simplified, and any necessity of applying for a transfer

from one subappropriation to another is obviated.

1 See City Record, vol. XLIV, no. 13227, p. 8056, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 1916.
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Since the date of mj' last annual report there has been but little change

in the general conditions in connection with the museum collections and

library. The full utilization of all our available floor and wall space for

exhibition purposes has rendered impossible any considerable change? in

or additions to the exhibits. About two thirds of the museum collections

is in storage, and the systematic labeHng and packing of all material not

needed for exhibition or study has been carried on whenever time could

be spared for the purpose. Many books, pamphlets, etc., for which there

was little or no call, or which are not required for museum work, have

been removed from the library and stored in the Annex, in order to re-

lieve, so far as possible, the congestion on the library shelves. In brief it

may be said that the Museum and Annex are largely storehouses, in which

there is available space for the display of only about a third of the

museum specimens in our possession and accessbile shelfroom for only

about one half of our library material.

Collections, single specimens, books, pamphlets, etc., are constantly being

received, and most of this new material has had to be stored away imme-

diately after having been entered in the accession book, without cataloging.

The cataloging of specimens has been prosecuted, however, as rapidly as

identifications could be made or verified and as time was available.

Museum Exhibits

The general arrangement of the rooms remains practically the same as

originally determined. Several minor changes of specimens in the cases

were made, and certain of the most interesting or striking of the new ac-

cessions were placed on display, most of which were noted in the Bulletin

from time to time. The most extensive and attractive of these is repre-

sented by the mounted animal heads donated by Mr. Frederick C. Have-

meyer. Eighteen of these were selected and attached to the walls wherever

space was available and the specimens would not be entirely out of keep-

ing with their environment. A small storage and display case for coins

was added to the furniture equipment, which has enabled us to arrange,

for the first time, a limited exhibit of this kind.

The Skinner collection of bead embroidery, representing the work of

Cheyenne, Delaware, Ojibway, Menomini, and Winnebago Indians, was

loaned and placed on display the past summer in two cases in the arts and

antiquities room. Subsequently these were removed and replaced by our

collection of medals commemorating civic events and by local relics of the

Revolutionary period.

There was also deposited in the museum, as a permanent loan exhibit,

the silver communion service of Trinity M. E. Church of West New
Brighton, given to the church more than one hundred years ago, which

occupies a prominent position in a special case in the main hall.
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Every effort has been made to maintain our little collection of live

animals ; but the facilities at our disposal for their proper care are not

such as are required for satisfactory results. The coati succumbed to

pneumonia and the sparrow hawk was killed by a vagrant cat. These two

animals had become perfectly tame and were a constant source of attrac-

tion' and interest, not only to the children but also to our adult visitors.

The guinea pigs, however, appear to be adaptable to our museum condi-

tions, and so also do the land and water trirtles.

Our aquaria have been kept stocked with aquatic plants and a variety

of animal life, which has been changed from time to time as specimens of

local material could be collected.

The constant aim of the museum staff has been to provide as great a

diversity as possible in the exhibits and to note those in which visitors

appear to evince the greatest interest, in order that these may be specially

featured and provided for.

Facilities for Study and Research

If we had adequate space and other facilities for study and research

work, such as most museums and libraries possess, there is no question

but that many more people than now do so would take advantage of the

opportunity to consult our collections and our books, maps, documents, etc.

High-school student^, have made good use of our local ornithological,

entomological and geological collections in connection with their school

work, and the herbarium has been consulted to a limited extent. The
local historical material contained in the library is constantly consulted,

not only by Staten Islanders but also by visitors from other localities who
have heard of the wealth of this material which we have accumulated

;

and certain of our natural history specimens have been utilized as subjects

for sketches, sculpture and color effects by artists and others. We have

no place, however, where such studies may be prosecuted under the condi-

tions of privacj' and quietude necessary for serious and satisfactory work.

One of the most interesting features that developed spontaneously dur-

ing the year was a request for space for a studj' collection, from certain

boys who have been accustomed to bring minerals, shells, etc., to the

museum for identification. In order to encourage them a small room in

the Annex was assigned for the purpose and they were given elementary

instruction in arranging, identifying, labeling, and cataloging specimens.

They were also encouraged to organize and to manage their own affairs,

with occasional advice and suggestions from the director when deemed
necessary. They have held meetings and elected officers, and the latter are

held responsible for good order on the premises. This is certainly a

gratifying indication of the wholesome influence of our museum on the

youthful members of our community, and every effort should be made to

provide suitable quarters and equipment for this or any other similar

movement that may develop through them.
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IMusEUM Extension Work

Opportunities for developing the museum and extending its activities

have been seriously hampered this j-ear by reason of the curtailment of

our former museum staff and the additional routine work which this has

necessitated on the part of those responsible for the care and maintenance

of the museum. Any considerable amount of field work has been impos-

sible and the research work undertaken in connection with other museums
and libraries by members of the museum staff was entirely inadequate as

compared with what it should have been.

The director had the privilege of delivering a lecture on the Big Trees

of California before the Curtis Club at the Unitarian Parish House, Clin-

ton Avenue, New Brighton, on November 13, 1916, and gave an exchange

lecture, on Three Months in Alaska, at the Children's Museum in Brooklyn

on March 5, 1917.

Mr. Cleaves acted as official judge last summer, in Suft'olk County, in

connection with the Brooklyn Eagle's bird house prize contest for school

children on Long Island, and has been active throughout the year, as

usual, in promoting the aims of the Staten Island Bird Club and in fur-

thering the cause of bird protection in general bj^ writing for the press and

magazines, lecturing, attending meetings, etc.

On Sunday, April i, in response to an invitation bj^ the director, four-

teen members of the Torrey Botanical Club visited the Museum and spent

the afternoon inspecting the collections and studying the local herbarium.

The Museum as a Civic Center

A number of organizations have availed themselves of the facilities

afforded by the Museum for meetings, including Troop 4 and Juniors of

Troop 4 of Girl Scouts, Troop 5, Richmond Boro' Council, Boy Scouts

(the latter having made use of the loft in the Annex), the Staten Island

Bird Club, the Executive Board of the Women Teachers' Association, the

Richmond Branch of the Visiting Committee, State Charities Aid Associa-

tion, etc.

About fifty meetings other than those of the Association, its sections,

the Board of Trustees and its committees, have been held in the Museum
during the current year, which is a convincing demonstration of the value

of the building to the community in this connection alone.

Museum Attend.\nce

The number of visitors to the Museum from May i, 1916, to April 30,

1917, inclusive, was 17,361. This is the highest record for any year since

the Museum was opened to the public and is larger by 2,909 than that of

last year.

The highest monthly attendance and the highest daily attendance were

also recorded this year, viz. 1,905 for the month of January, and 343 on

January 19. Complete statistics are included in the appended report of

Miss Pollard, curator.
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Children's Lectures

The Friday afternoon lectures for school children began on October 27,

1916, and ended on March 30, 1917. Twenty-two lectures were given, by

twenty-one lecturers, to a total of 2,655 children. On six occasions the

lecture was repeated in order to accommodate those who could not be

seated the first time.

The varietjr of subjects and the high standing of the lecturers who
kindly gave their services in this beneficent cause are worthy of special

attention and comment.

A report by Mr. Cleaves with complete statistical schedule is appended.

In order that the interest of the children in the museum might be sus-

tained until the lecture season opens again in the autumn, Mr. Cleaves has

provided a registration book for all children who visit the museum during

the months of April to September inclusive. At the end of each month
the children whose names appear oftenest on the register are photographed

and their photographs posted on the bulletin board provided for the

purpose.

Museum and Library Accessions

About ninety individuals and institutions contributed 1,068 specimens to

the museum collections and over one hundred books, pamphlets, maps, etc..

to the library. A few of the specimens were collected by the members of

the museum staff and four accessions represent library material purchased

by authority of the Board of Trustees. A full list of all the donors is

appended.

The above-mentioned accessions to the library do not include 684 pub-

lications received in exchange for the publications of the Association,

from about eighty societies and institutions, a list of which is appended.

Museum Administration

The elimination of one of our museum guards has seriously affected

the welfare of the museum and hampered its activities. The one guard
is assigned to duty at such hours as his services are most needed, and
during part of the day guard duty has to be performed by the curators

or the director, thus wasting valuable time which ought to be devoted to

curatorial, administrative, or executive work, and by the janitor, thus in-

terfering with his regular duties.

On lecture days we were compelled to call upon the Bo}^ Scout authori-

ties for assistance and they responded promptlj^ by selecting and detailing

certain boys for guard duty and for running the lantern when occasion

required. In emergencies, such as sickness or enforced absence from duty

for any reason, several of which occasions have arisen, the problem of

how to care for or keep the museum open to the public has been a serious

one to consider and solve.
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The director has, on occasion, performed the duty of night watchman,

and during one period when the janitor was incapacitated by reason of sick-

ness the Association had to defray the expense of providing a substitute.

It was an affair of the greatest importance to the welfare of the museum
when the Association, at the regular meeting in December 1916, author-

ized the secretary to issue an appeal for money to pay the salary of Mr.

Cleaves as curator for the year 1917 and thus to retain his services. Sub-

scriptions to the amount of $914 were received in response to the circular

letter sent out to about 150 persons, of whom 51 responded. Mr. Cleaves

was thus retained as curator. The childrens' lecture course for the months

of January to March inclusive were arranged for and delivered, and Mr.

Cleaves has expressed his intention of remaining in the service of the

museum, even if the remainder of the amount of his salary should not be

raised.

The regular routine work of the museum has continued without serious

interruption ; but with greatly increased work and responsibihty for each

member of the staff; and the director urges that every effort be made to

secure an additional guard, not only in order that the routine work may
be more satisfactorily carried on, but also to fill in when emergency

requires it and to provide for vacations.

The director has given considerable time and attention to the Britton

Cottage, but is of the opinion that the future management of the activities

in connection with it should be arranged on a somewhat different basis

than now obtains.

Future Development

The director is not in a position to plan definitely for the development

of the museum next year, until it is known whether or not the new build-

ing will be ready for occupancy.

Respectfully submitted,

Arthur Hollick,

Director.

APPENDIX

Dr. Arthur Hollick, Director,

Public Museum, Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following statistical records in con-

nection with the museum for the fiscal year 1916-17:

The range of work covered, outside of the clerical work and cataloging,

has been even more varied than visual, from mending the museum flag and

repairing bindings of the dictionary and atlas to interviewing city officials

who have visited the museum on various occasions.

Five cases in the arts and archeology room were rearranged, the articles

exhibited being selected from museum storage material. A coin exhibit

was also installed in our new coin case. Since many of our coins required
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cleaning before placing them on exhibition, the preparation of this ex-

hibit occupied all of my spare time for several days. Beside these two
large exhibits several smaller ones were arranged and a general super-

vision kept over the condition of the contents and labels of all the cases.

This is a very necessary part of curatorial work in the present building,

where there is so much dust, owing to the generally shabby condition of

woodwork, etc.

Practically a month of work was put in, scattered through the year, on

the herbarium. The Davis collection of California plants has been com-
pletely mounted, including labels written for the 482 specimens. Two
other smaller collections, given in exchange by the New York Botanical

Garden, have also been mounted. Herbarium sheets have been distributed

and catalog cards written for a number of specimens which were still un-

cataloged, so that at date the herbarium may be said to be as nearly in

shape as it is possible for any constantly increasing collection to be.

It is perhaps unnecessary to repeat that a certain part of each day is

taken up with attending to visitors, answering questions, both in person

and by telephone, assisting visitors in the library, etc. Since January i the

lack of an upstairs guard has been seriously felt, and it is not possible to

accomplish much work on the afternoons when a constant stream of chil-

dren is pouring through the rooms. For this reason it has not been pos-

sible to start any of the new lines of work which are being carried on
with such success in our neighboring museums with the children visitors.

Records of Museum Attendance May i,, 1916, to Apkil 30, 1917

Month Open days Number of visitors Daily average

May, 1916 27 1,242 46

June 26 1,46s 56 -f

July 26 925 35 +
August 27 993 36 +
September 26 1,058 40+
October 24^ 1,410 57 +
November 26 1,849 71 +
December 26 1,234 47 +
January, 1917 27 1,905 70 + .

February 24 1,866 81 +
March 27 1,683 62 +
April 25 1,741 . 69 +

Total 3113^ Total 17,361 M'thlyav. 1,446 +

The attendance during the fiscal year just ended was the highest for

any year since the museum was opened to the public, showing an increase

of 2,909 over that of the last fiscal year. The highest monthly attendance,

1,905, during January, and the highest daily attendance, 343, on January

19, were also the highest of such averages recorded for the museum.
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The holiday attendance, however, records of which follow, fell below

that of last year, which was 528.

Decoration Day 55

Independence Day 51

Labor Day 45
Columbus Day 85

Thanksgiving Day 28

Christmas Day 5

New Year's Day g
Washington's Birthday 20

298

The number of classes accompanied by teachers was exceptionally large.

The record follows

:

June 12, 1916. Teacher and 10 girls from Staten Island Academy.

14 75 children from P. S. 14.

16 182 children from P. S. 19.

July 1 15 children from Borough of Queens.

Oct. 18 13 children from West 44 St. school. Borough of Man-
hattan.

Nov. 9 40 children from P. S. 14.

10 7 children from P. S. 15.

April 4, 1917. 25 children from Eastern District High School, Brooklyn.

13 boys from Catholic Boys' Brigade of Brooklyn.

9 8 girls from Staten Island Academy.

Each day during the week of February 5 (Regents' examination week)
groups of children from Brooklyn and Manhattan visited the Museum, but

their exact number was not recorded.

One hundred and thirty-nine visits by members of the Association were
recorded during the hours when the museum was open to the public.

The Museum as a Meeting Place

Meetings have been held in the museum at various times during the

year by the following organizations. This list does not include meetings

of the Association nor its sections, nor those of the Board of Trustees and

its committees.

Richmond Branch, N. Y. City Visiting Committee, State Charities

Aid Association 7

Girl Scouts 22

Executive Board, Women Teachers' Association 5

Teachers' Class 6

Scoutmasters i

Staten Island Bird Club _6

Total 47
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A public meeting was held under the joint auspices of the Civic League,

The Dongan Hills Improvement Society, and The Antiquarian Society, at

which Mr. Charles R. Ashbee gave a lecture on How to Make Staten

Island more Livable.

Records of Accessions May i, 1916 to April 30, 1917

Archeology and Anthropology 190

Arts and Antiquities 65

Books, Prints, Etc 107

Botany 349
Geology and Mineralogy 238

Zoology 206

Miscellaneous 20

Total 1,17s

These were comprised in 150 accessions, 127 of which were gifts, 15

collected for the museum, i made for the museum, 2 were exchanges, and

4 purchases. The list of donors follows.

List of Contributors to the Museum and Library for 1916-17

American Museum of Nat. History

Harry Anderson

George Bailey

Howard R. Bayne

Mrs. E. Blake

Carol Bliss

Laura Bliss

E. C. Bridgman
R. H. Britton

Barbara Brown
Janet T. Butler

John Carlin

Thomas S. Cary family

Mrs. Nano E. Chapin

James W. Clawson
George Colton

Conn. Acad, of Arts and Sciences

Emerson Crouch
Mrs. E. Davis

Wm. T. Davis

Miss G. O. Deas
Harold K. Decker '

E. C. Delavan, Jr.

Edward Kiedrowski

Miss S. Jennie Kingsley

Thaddeus Kroplinski

Wm. La Varre

Charles E. Lawrence

F. J. Leaney

Montague Lessler

Theodore Luhrs

Francis McCallan

William Meese

Jacob Mezger
Bernard Mills

Ira K. Morris

Raymond Morris

W. A. Murrill

Museum of the American Indian

Benjamin Neisner

Fred Nelson

New York Botanical Garden
Daniel O'Connor
Miss Ehzabeth Ogilby

W. J. O'Shea

Jacques Pascal

John De Morgan
Philip Dowell
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George Downing
Mrs. L. A. Dreyfus

Eugene F. DuBois

John Ward Dunsmore
Mrs. E. W. Ellsworth

Lillian Fieldman

Mrs. Richard L'H. Finch

Alexander Forsyth

Gustav Grabe

John Hall

Alaric Hansen
Martin Harris

F. C. Havemeyer
Harry Haywood
F. J. Heal

J. Blake Hillyer

Ernest Holder

Henry Holder, Jr.

Arthur Hollick

Arthur Jacobs

Selmer Jensen

Charles Louis Pollard

John Rader

Carl Richter

Wirt Robinson

Carlton Rumboldt
Richard Salmon

James Schell

Charles Schmidt

C. W. Schutzendorf

Staten Island Antiquarian Society

Henry Stolzenthaler

Mrs. C. E. Tefft

Mrs. Samuel Theobald, Jr.

Angelo Treda

G. W. Tuttle

Arthur Walser

Douglas Walsh
Charles Winters

J. Wilbur Vaughn
Junior Volkhardt

Laura B. Yetman
John Ziarkowski

List of Institutions from Which Publications Were Received During 1916-17

American Academy of Arts and Sciences

American Museum of Natural History

Boston Society of Natural History

Boston Museum of Fine Arts

Brooklyn Botanic Garden

Brooklyn Museum
California Academy of Sciences

Canada Geological Survey

Charleston Museum
Children's Museum of Boston

Children's Museum, Brooklyn Institute

Cincinnati Society of Natural History

Cleveland Public Library

Colorado College

Colorado Scientific Society

Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences

Connecticut State Geological and Historical Survey

Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society

Entomological Society of Ontario

Field Museum of Natural History

Florida State Geological Survey
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•Geological Survey of Ohio

Institute of Biological Studies of Mexico

Instituto Geologico de Mexico

Iowa Academy of Science

John Crerar Library

Kent Scientific Museum
Lloyd Library

Louisiana State Museum
Missouri Botanical Garden

Natural Histpry Society of Glasgow

New York Academy of Sciences

New York Botanical Garden

New York State College of Forestry

Nova Scotian Institute of Science

Oberlin College Library

Ohio Archeological and Historical Society

Ohio State University

Ontario Entomological Society

Ottawa Field Naturalists Club

Pennsylvania Museum and School of Industrial Art

Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences

Philadelphia Museums, The Commercial Museum
Provincial Museum, Victoria, B. C
Roger Williams Park Museum
Sapporo Natural History Society

Saint Louis Academy of Sciences

Staten Island Civic League

Torrey Botanical Club

Tufts College

U. S. Bureau of Fisheries

U. S. Department of Agriculture

U. S. Geological Survey

U. S. Department of the Interior

U. S. National Museum
University of California

University of Colorado

University of Illinois

University of Iowa

University of Missouri

University of Montana
University of Nebraska

University, State of New York, New York State Library

University of North Dakota

Warren Academy of Sciences

Washington University

Wisconsin Academy of Arts and Sciences
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For obvious reasons, very few foreign publications were received during

the year. Also, a number of institutions in this country from whom we
have received exchanges in former years have sent us no publications this

year, possibly because of the high cost of paper.

One new exchange has been added to the list this year, viz. The New
York State College of Forestry, which sends us its Bulletin and Technical

Publications.

The total number of exchanges received from the above listed institu-

tions was 684.

Two periodicals were subscribed for by the Association, one is donated

by Mr. Wm. T. Davis, and ten are placed on the reading table in the library

as loans, by Mr. Howard H. Cleaves.

One hundred and four persons were recorded as using the library for

study purposes.

Respectfully submitted,

Agnes L. Pollard,

Curator.

Dr. Arthur Hollick, Director,

Public Museum, Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report for the year

1916-17:

My principal activities in connection with the museum, aside from

special curatorial work and occasional days spent in the field, were con-

cerned with planning for and arranging the schedules of the Friday after-

noon lectures for children.

Twenty-two lectures were given, which were delivered by twenty-one

different lecturers, all of whom gave their services gratuitously. The

complete schedule and attendance records are as follows

:

Childrens" Lectures, Season of 1916-17

Atlend-

igi6 Subject Lecturer ance

Oct. 27 Quito : City of the Equator* Mr. Stafford C. Edwards 184

Nov. 3 Elementary Electricity Mr. Rupert H. Hopkins. 102

10 Six Years in Tropical Africa* Mr. James P. Chapin 152

17 How Animals Prepare for Winter*. Mr. Ernest Ingersoll 165

24 The Boy Scouts Mr. C. F. Smith 105

Dec. I How to Keep Well Dr. John S. Ware 80

8 Teeth Dr. Robert H. Pentz 66

22 Some Christmas Music Miss Edith M. Pollard..

.

102

29 Drawing Pictures Miss Helen E. Cleaves. .

.

109
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1917

Jan, 5 Training for the Trades Mr. Morris E. Siegel 46

12 Tile People of the Nile* Capt. F. D. Murphy 176

19 Uncle Sam's Navy*- Mr. John C. Welsh 230

26 Lighthouses* Mr. Guy B. Skinner 215

Feb. I Three Months in Alaska Dr. Arthur Hollick 82

9 Wild Animals Near Home Mr. G. Clyde Fisher no
16 Manhattan Island and the Palisades. Mr. R. S. Corwin 108

23 Travels through the West Miss Mabel G. Burdick. . 115

Mar. 2 The Dance Mr. J. Blake Hillyer 120

8 Ireland Capt. F. D. Murphy 116

16 The Philippines : a Land of Promise. Mr. James H. Tate no

2'i The Haunts of Nature Dr. Edward F. Bigelow.. 80

30 A Journey into Birdland Mr. Howard H. Cleaves. 82

Average at each lecture, 120-}- Total attendance 2,655

* The lectures starred (*) were repeated because of the large number of

children in attendance. ,

On December 15 the lecture was omitted on account of a heavy snow-

storm, which kept away all but three courageous children who appeared,

expecting to hear a lecture as usual.

On March 23 the lecture originally scheduled, on Historical Battlefields

of New York State, by Mr. J. W. Wiseman, was not delivered, because

of Mr. Wiseman's illness. Dr. E. F. Bigelow, on only a few hours' notice,

kindly substituted in Mr. Wiseman's place.

During the year, in the interests of bird-life conservation and for edu-

cational extension in regard to bird life in general, it was my privilege to

deliver a total of twenty-two lectures, to audiences that aggregated ap-

proximately 4,589. Six of the lectures were given on Staten Island,—one

before the Association, one in the course of the children's lectures, one

before the Staten Island Academy Bird Club, one before the Scoutmasters'

School, and two at public-school assemblies. No compensation was re-

ceived in connection with the majority of the lectures delivered.

On Saturday June 3, in company with Mr. R. M. Gunnison, of the

Brooklyn Eagle, it was my privilege to act as official judge in Suffolk

County, of the birdhouses constructed by school children in connection

with the Eagle's birdhouse prize contest on Long Island, on which occa-

sion a tour of the county was made by automobile, with stops at the three

judging centers—Port Jefferson, Riverhead, and Patchogue. The contest

also included the schools in Nassau, Queens, and Brooklyn, where the

awards were made by other parties. A full account, with illustrations,

may be found in the Sunday, June 4, edition of the Brooklyn Eagle.

It is of interest to note that the Staten Island Bird Club (formerly the

Bird Lovers' Club) held seven meetings in the Museum, and also that our
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collection of mounted Staten Island birds and bird skins has been utilized

quite freely for study purposes by adults as well as by children.

Respectfully submitted,

Howard H. Cleaves,

Curator.

Report of the Britton Cottage Committee

Your committee is pleased to report that the plans made last year for

the care of the Britton Cottage and grounds, and those tentatively con-

sidered for the development of the Cottage as an old colonial museum,

were tried out during the current year and were found to be practicable.

Certain modifications and adjustments, however, which experience has

shown to be advisable, are under further consideration.

To Dr. N. L. Britton we were again indebted for a contribution of $100

for maintenance and repairs, which enabled us to improve several interior

features and to assist the local chapters of the Daughters of the American

Revolution in the renovation of the interior.

The following rules and regulations to govern admission to the Cottage

were formulated by the committee and approved by the Board of Trustees

at a meeting held on May 27, 1916

:

Rules and Regulations

1. All patrons and all members of the Association in good standing are

entitled to free admission to the Cottage and grounds at all reasonable

hours. The certification card issued by the treasurer is a member's

guarantee of good standing. The possession of such card is required in

order to obtain free admission to the premises by any member, and the

custodian is authorized to deny admission to any member who shall not

show such a card when requested to do so, unless he is satisfied that the

person applying for free admission is a member entitled thereto.

2. Anyone entitled to free admission to the premises may introduce a

visitor or visitors, without charge. An entrance fee of twenty-five cents

shall be charged to each other person.

3. All persons who visit the premises shall register their names and ad-

dresses in the book kept for that purpose by the custodian.

Note: The above rules and regulations are for the purpose of properly

safeguarding the premises and the rights and privileges of the members of

the Association in the same, and it is hoped that the members may so un-

derstand and construe them.

John Q. Adams,

N. L. Britton,

Arthur Hollick,

Committee.
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The Board also formally approved the suggestion of the committee in

regard to cooperation with the Daughters of the American Revolution in

relation to the furnishing of the Cottage, and adopted the following reso-

lution in connection therewith

:

Resolved, that the local chapters of the Daughters of the American
Revolution now in existence may have the privilege of depositing, install-

ing, and arranging in the Britton Cottage such household articles and other

objects as shall be approved by the committee of the Association in charge
of the Cottage, upon conforming to rules and conditions applicable thereto
established by said committee.

In accordance with this resolution the committee formulated the follow-

ing terms of agreement, which were submitted to and accepted by each of

the local chapters

:

Terms of Agreement

BETWEEN

The Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

AND THE Several Local Chapters of the

Daughters of the American Revolution

1. The Association, through its Board of Trustees, grants to the mem-
bers of the several local chapters of the Daughters of the American Revo-

lution who have installed by permission furniture and historical material

In the Britton Cottage the privilege of free admission to and use of the

Britton Cottage and grounds on exhibiting, their cards of membership in

their respective chapters.

2. A chapter may be permitted to install furniture or historical material

suitable for the purpose in the space assigned, but no article shall be in-

stalled without the approval of the committee of the Association in charge

of the Cottage.

3. While the Association instructs its custodian to take good care of all

furniture and other articles so installed in the Cottage, it shall not be

responsible for any damage to or loss of the same.

4. The Association shall not be responsible for any expenditures made
or any debts incurred by any of the chapters or their members, except if

such expenditures or debts shall have been made or incurred on written

authority of the Board of Trustees or the committee.

5. The furniture and other articles installed in the Cottage by any of the

chapters shall be numbered or otherwise designated so that the owner-

ship in each instance may be readily ascertained and determined ; and each

chapter shall make a list of the property installed or deposited by it and

deliver two copies of such list to the secretary of the Association, duly

certified. No furniture or other article shall be removed from the Cottage

without at least three days' notice to the Association.
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6. Meetings to be held on the premises by any chapter may be permitted

by the committee on an application of not less than ten days in advance.

Extra cleaning or expense in consequence of such meeting before or after

it must be paid for by the chapter holding the meeting.

7. The several chapters shall supply their members with identification

cards vi^hich shall be shown to the custodian when requested ; and shall file

each year with the secretary of the Association a list of the names and
addresses of their officers and the title and membership of any standing

committee that may be appointed in connection with the affairs of the

Cottage.

8. On or before the second Saturday in May of each year each chapter

shall transmit to the secretary of the Association a report on the number,
nature, and dates of meetings held at the Cottage during the fiscal year

of the Association, and any other chapter activities in which the Cottage

may have been concerned.

9. Permission to install may be rescinded or surrendered on one month's

notice.

10. Each chapter accepting the permission to install is thereby deemed
to do so upon the conditions set forth in the foregoing terms of agreement

and all others established for the management of the Cottage. A copy

of these terms of agreement shall be furnished to each chapter so install-

ing, and an officer duly authorized thereto shall sign a copy of these terms

of agreement in witness of accepting the same on the part of the chapter.

The committee also formulated a set of conditions to govern the cus-

todianship of the Cottage. These were approved by the Board and subse-

quently amended by the committee with the approval of the Board. The
amended conditions, now in force, are as follows:

Conditions

MADE BY The Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

FOR THE OCCUPATION AND CARE OF THE BrITTON CoTTAGE

BY THE Custodian

1. The Association will maintain the Cottage in accordance with the

terms of the deed of gift; make such repairs or improvements as it may
deem necessary or advisable for the proper preservation of the same

;
pay

all taxes and assessments that may be levied against the premises, and the

regular monthly bills for telephone service and any extra tolls that may
be incurred in connection with the use and maintenance of the Cottage.

2. The Association does not require payment of any rent from the cus-

todian for occupancy of the premises, but in lieu thereof requires the per-

formance of certain duties as hereinafter specified.

3. The custodian maj' have the personal and private use and occupancy
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of the large room and one of the small rooms in the attic, and the loft

over the kitchen; and may make such use of the parlor, hallway, dining

room and kitchen for ordinary living purposes as may not interfere, in the

opinion of the committee, with the proper use and maintenance of the

Cottage by the Association and any other duly authorized organizations.

4. The Association shall number or otherwise designate in a suitable

manner all articles of furniture and other property belonging to the Asso-

ciation and make a list of the same, a duplicate copy of which shall be

delivered to the custodian.

5. The Association shall not be liable for any loss of or damage to

property of the custodian or of any member of the custodian's family.

6. The Association shall not be liable for any expenditures incurred by

the custodian except when such expenditures shall have been incurred on

the written order of the Board of Trustees of the Association or of the

committee in charge of the Cottage.

7. The custodian shall comply with all municipal ordinances, including

those in regard to garbage disposal, snow removal, use of water, etc.

8. The custodian in person or by a responsible representative shall be

regularly in attendance and prepared to admit members and visitors be-

tween the hours of 10 a. m. and 5 p. m. on week days and 2 to 5 p. m. on

Sundays, and shall admit at all other reasonable hours such members and

other persons as are entitled to free admission. Someone shall always be

in charge of the premises.

9. The custodian shall exercise due diligence to protect the grounds, the

Cottage and its contents ; shall keep the Cottage and grounds in a clean,

neat, orderly, and suitable condition at all times, and provide, without ex-

pense to the Association, all tools (except lawn mower) and labor neces-

sary to keep the premises in such condition.

{Memoradum.—It is not deemed necessary to recite details, but required

conditions would necessitate the ordinary sweeping of floors, dusting of

furniture, cleaning of windows, etc., keeping walks and flowerbeds free

of weeds, borders trimmed, and grass mowed except where specifically

exempted, etc., the toilet kept supplied with disinfectant and the contents

removed as frequently as may be necessary to assure that it shall not be

a source of offense or annoyance, etc.)

10. The occupancy of the premises may be terminated on three months'

notice from either party to the other. But the Association may at any

time demand possession of the premises and require the custodian to va-

cate in the event of failure to observe these rules and regulations estab-

lished for the management of the Cottage.

11. A copy of the foregoing conditions shall be signed by the custodian

in witness of his or her appointment as custodian and of the acceptance

of the foregoing as the conditions of occupancy.

Seven meetings were held at the Cottage by the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution, as follows

:
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Wednesday June 14, 1916. Abraham Cole Chapter, Reception in cele-

bration of Flag Day, coincident with the completion of the renovation of

the hallway and the installation of its furniture.

Saturday June 24. Staten Island Chapter. Garden party.

Tuesday October 10. Mersereau Chapter. Regular monthly meeting.

Saturday October 14. Staten Island Chapter. Regular monthly meeting.

Tuesday October 17. Abraham Cole Chapter. Regular monthly

meeting.

Tuesday October , 24. Richmond County Chapter. Regular monthly

meeting, garden party, and celebration of the completion of the renova-

tion of the living room and the installation of its furniture.

Richmond County Chapter also held an informal meeting at the Cot-

tage in May, 1917.

Staten Island Chapter has its preliminary plans prepared for the renova-

tion and furnishing of the dining room, in the near future, and Mersereau

Chapter has contributed a number of articles for its proposed furnishing

of one of the bedrooms, and others suitable for the kitchen.

On October 6, 1916, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick L. Stoddard resigned as

custodians. Mrs. Daniel Henry was appointed in their place on October

9 and has been in charge of the premises since that date.

Early in September a large real estate sign was erected, without our

authorization or sanction, on the unfenced piece of the grounds on Nep-

tune Street. After consultation with our president a letter was written

to the party responsible for the trespass and the sign was removed.

From time to time it was noticed that shingles were being torn from

the side of the Cottage abutting on the New Dorp Lane sidewalk. This

was evidently done in a spirit of malicious mischief, or perhaps they may
have been taken by relic hunters. The shingles were replaced with new

ones and, in order to obviate if possible any further destruction of the

kind, each row of singles was secured by a strand of strong wire to which

each shingle was fastened by a staple.

About three weeks ago, early in May, the custodian requested permis-

sion to use a part of the grounds for a vegetable garden. The committee

decided that the request was reasonable and should be regarded as in the

interests of food production, which was of more importance than the

temporary destruction of a portion of the grass area which would result.

The location and dimensions of the garden plot were, therefore, carefully

considered and specified and permission to utilize it was granted.

Certain work in connection with the repair of the fencing of the grounds

should be considered in the near future, and the privet hedge should re-

ceive its first trimming as soon as the time is opportune. The committee

is also considering the advisabihty of removing the fencing, where it is

bordered by the hedge, and of protecting the grounds against trespass by

running one or more strands of barbed wire through the middle of the

hedge.
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The committee has also discussed the possible restoration of certain

original architectural features of the Cottage, i. e., rebuilding the mod-

ernized dormer windows and the partly destroyed Dutch oven, and re-

moving the skylight which was put into the main roof a few years ago

;

but these improvements can not be accomplished unless more means than

are now available are placed at our disposal.

Respectfully submitted, .

John Q. Adams,

N. L. Britton,

Arthur Hollick,

Committee.
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, Edward, 122

Petrel, Wilson's, 165

Photinus scintillans, 2«7

Photograph of the S. R. Smith In-

firmary, old, 167

Phragmites Phragmites, 67

Phymatodes, 208

Phytonomus, 208

Pine, 145

, white, 69

Portrait of John J. Audubon, 214

Potato, 208

bug, 208

Powder flasks, old, 108

horn of Revolutionary age, 167

Presbyterian church of 1729, 135

Prionoxystus querciperda, 148

Prionus, 207

Privet, 208

Psenocerus, 208

Publication. An Interesting Old,

100, 109

Pyrus communis, 107

Quarantine cemetery near Silver

Lake, 160

" Ramie," American, 164

Records of meetings

:

Association, 107, 160, 212

sections

:

applied science, 165

art, 168

historical research, 166,

222

natural science, 163, 221

, old court, Staten Island, 223

the Work of Woodpeckers.

Interesting, 147, 165

Redheaded woodpecker, 221

Redwinged blackbird, 221
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Reports

:

annual

:

director, 173, 229

secretary, 172, 228

treasurer, 172, 227

trustees, 169, 225

committees

:

Britton cottage, 187, 243

historical tablet in Bor-

ough Hall, I

museum building, 215, 216,

217, 219, 220

street names, duplication

of, III

Resolutions

:

amendment to bylaws, 107

appointment of committee on

historical tablet in Borough

Hall, 2

curator's salary fund, 216, 226

Reviews of literature relating to

Staten Island, 150, 210

Rhynchopora or Weevils of North-

eastern America, 213

Richmond County Free Press, 109

, Edgar, 125

, Ethel Marie, 125

Rock, serpentinoid, 71

, trap, 164

. Rodewald, Adolph Friederich, 125

, Kenneth Walton, 125

Rose, 206, 207

Rove beetle, 205

Ryder's map of Staten Island and

the Manor of Bentley, 233

Salix nigra falcata, 68

Sanderson Smith, 14, 163

Saperda Candida, 208

Scaphiopus holbrooki, 214

Scarites subterraneus, 204

Scarlet tanager, 186

Schoharie grit, 214

Scrub oak, 144

Seal, 73

Seguine, Catherine, 123

, Harriet M., 125

, Martha, 123

, Stephen, 122

Serpentinoid rock, 71

Sholl, Anna McClure, 150

Silicified tree trunk from New Jer-

sey, 213

Silk fibre plant, 164

Silver Lake Basin. Additional

Notes on the Botany of the, d^,

107

Simonson, Autty, 122

Sitona, 208

Smith Infirmary, old photograph of

the, 167

, Sanderson, 141, 163

Soapstone, 71

Soldier bug, 207

Spade-foot frog, 214

Sphenophorus, 208

Spirea, 206

Squilla empusa, 214

Stag beetle, chestnut-brown, 207

State bank, colonial and Confed-

erate paper money, 214

Street names, duplication of, 108

Sugar maple, 214

Swamp milkweed, 164

Tabanidae of Staten Island, N. Y.,

The, 201, 221

Tabanus atratus, 201, 203

cinctus, 202

coffeatus, 202

castalis, 203

epistates, 202

giganteus, 203

hinei, 202

lasiophthalmus, 202

lineola, 203

nigrescens, 203

nigrovittatus, 203

orion, 202
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pumilus, 202

recedens, 202

reinwardti, 203

trimaculatus, 202

trispilus, 202

Taine, Marie, 120, 127

Talmage, Ann Guyon, 126

, Arietta M., 127

, Doctor Samuel, 126

, Gladys Frelinghuysen, 126

, John Ditmas, 126

Frelinghuysen, 126

F., VIII, 126

, Louise Ditmas, 126

, Samuel, Dr., 126

, Sophia van Vechten, 126

v., VIII, 126

, Thomas, 126

Tanager, scarlet, 186

Taylor, William L., 125

Teflft, Mrs. Carl E., 214

Thibault, Frederick, 124

, Maria T., 124

Thompson, John C, 224

Thorne, Louise Rhinelander, 126

Thunder storm, a local December,

165

Tiger beetle, 204

Trachyphylaeus davisi, 213

Trap rock, Staten Island, at the San

Francisco Exposition, 164

Tricarpellate and tetracarpellate

walnuts, 164

Tritoma, 206

Tuttle, George W., 2, 20, 222, 223,

224

Typha latifolia, 68

Van Bergen, John Peck, 124

Views, local, from scrapbook of the

late Dr. Frederick Hollick, 167

Vingboom's map of Manhattan
Island and vicinity, 224

Virginia beard-grass, 149

Von Krafift, Lieutenant John
Charles Philip, 92, 108

Walnut, 164, 165

, English, 164

Walter, Charles F., 109

Walton, Kate, 124

Water beetle, 205

Waxwing, cedar, 186

Weevil, 213

, clover, 208

Whippoorwill, 221

White maple, 145

oak, 144, 145

pine, 69

William Lake house, 134

Wilson's petrel, 165

Wood-boring beetle, 204

Woodpecker, 147, 148, 165

, red-headed, 221

Woodpeckers. Interesting Records

of the Work of, 147, 165

Xylotrechus, 208

Xiphidium strictum, 149





Publications of the Association

[. Proceedings of the Natural Science Association of Staten Island

These Proceedings were printed in octavo numbers, partly in leaflet and
partly in pamphlet form, from November lo, 1883, to June 3, 1905, and
are included in nine volumes, separately indexed.

They may be obtained by members and patrons at $1.50 per volume. To
others the price per volume is $3.00.

Single numbers of back volumes may be obtained at 10 cts. each, except

the following, for which a uniform price of 50 cts. each will be charged

:

Special No. 21, Vol. V, No. 5, March 14, 1896. "Staten Island Names,
Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph., p. 56, and

map by Chas. W. Leng.

Special No. 22, Vol. VII, No. t5, March 10. 1900. " Colonel Francis

Lovelace and His Plantations on Staten Island." Edward C. Delavan, Jr.

Pamph., p. 33, pi. 1-4.

Special No. 23, Vol. VIII, No. 25, October 1903, " Supplement to Staten

Island Names, Ye Olde Names and Nicknames." Wm. T. Davis. Pamph..

p. 22 and map.

2. Proceedings of the Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences

These Proceedings are printed in octavo parts, four parts to a volume.
They contain the business and scientific records of the meetings of the

Association and are sent free t>) all patrons and to all members in good
standing.

By resolution of the Association all members and patrons may obtain

back parts at 25 cts. or back volumes at $1.00. To others the price is 50

cts. per part or $2.00 per volume, for both current and back issues.

Volume I, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, June 1905-May 1907, p. 1-136. pi. 1-3.

Volume II, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1907-May 1909, p. 1-251.

Volume III, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1909-May 1911, p. 1-216.

Volume IV, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1911-May 1913, p. 1-148, pi i, 2.

Volume V, with Title Page, Table of Contents, and Index, contains

Parts i-iv, October 1913-May 191S, P- i-i55, Pl i-7-

Volume VI, Part i, p. 1-66, October 1915. "Report of the Committee
Appointed to Investigate and Report upon the Accuracy of All Dates and

Events Entered upon the Historical Tablet in the Borough Hall."

Part I, p. 67-112, pl I, October 1915-January 1916.

Part II, p. 113-140, pl. 2-5, February IQ16. "The Guyon House." Ed-

ward C. Delavan, Jr.

Part II, p. 141-191, />/. 6 and portrait February-May 1916.

The Act of Incorporation, Constitution and By-Laws, etc. (pamph. 8\'o,

p. i-xxv, 1906) and the special " Memorial Number," issued in commemo-
ration of the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the organization of the

Natural Science Association of Staten Island (pamph., 8vo, p. i-xxxvn.

1907), will be sent free on application.

3. The Museum Bulletin

Monthly octavo leaflets, containing official notices of meetings of the

Association and sections, important items of business transacted by the

Board of Trustees, and descriptive items concerning the museum exhibits

and activities. Begun in August 1908. Current numbers sent free on

application. Back numbers 2 cents each.

Checks should be made payable to the Staten Island Association of Arts

and Sciences, and all remittances and communications addressed to

The Staten Island Association of Arts and Sciences.

New Brighton. N. Y.



MUSEUM STAFF

Director

Arthur Hollick, Ph.D.

Curators

Howard Henderson Cleaves

Agnes Lyman Pollard

DEPARTMENT OF ARTS AND ANTIQUITIES

John Qiiincy Adams, Ph.D., Honorary Curator

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND ARCHEOLOGY

Alanson Skinner, Honorary Curator

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

Philip Dowell, M.A., Ph.D., Honorary Curator

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY

William Thompson Davis, Honorary Curator

James Chapin, Honorary Assistant

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY, MINERALOGY, AND PALEONTOLOCY

In charge of Dr. Hollick

DEPARTMENT OF BOOKS

In charge of Miss Pollard
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