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Introduction 

1. Effective and efficient conservation action requires sound information on which to 
base planning and decision-making. Recognising this, Resolution 6.5 of the sixth meeting of 

the Conference of the Parties set out an Information Management Plan and determined the 
priority actions to be implemented in the short, medium and long-term. 

2. The availability of strategically relevant information continues to be a key challenge, 

with which CMS has constantly been confronted throughout its existence. This is reflected 

in the first of the four objectives of the Strategic Plan of the Convention for 2006-2011, “to 

ensure that the conservation and management of migratory species is based on the best 
available information”. 

3, In this context, national reports produced by Parties to the Convention continue to be 

the best available means to assess implementation of the Convention, and to guide priorities 

for future action. As such, access to information used to prepare them, and the management 

and effective use of those reports remain an important focus of the information management 
activities of the Convention. 

4. The objectives of the Information Management Plan continue to be as relevant 

today, as when they were initially set out, nearly a decade ago. These include: 

a) reviewing of information needs and initiating of actions to ensure improved future 

access to information; 

b) developing of information management tools to support the activities of the 

Convention and Agreement Secretariats; 

c) ensuring consistency and best practice in the compilation of information; 

d) increasing access to information on migratory species already being collected by 
secretariats and Parties; and 

e) an increased use of the internet in delivering information services. 

For reasons of economy, documents are printed in a limited number, and will not be distributed at the meeting. 

Delegates are kindly requested to bring their copy to the meeting and not to request additional copies. 



SD: Much progress has been made to date in the implementation of many of the priority 
actions identified in Resolution Conf. 6.5. The CMS Information Management System 
(IMS) emerged in the initial stage of IMP. IMS, available online through the website of the 

Secretariat, brings together the information provided by the Parties to CMS through their 

National Reports, the knowledge generated within CMS and other biodiversity agreements, 

the electronic library, and the data from various expert organizations. This is demonstrated in 

Annex 1: Schematic illustration of the CMS Information Management System (CMS IMS). 

6. Further amendments to Resolution 6.5, as well as a summary of the progress 

achieved in developing the IMP, were identified in Resolution 7.8. A key addition to the 

Plan was the connection of the Global Register of Migratory Species (GROMS') to the 

Convention. With regard to information access, a further aim was to populate the electronic 
library, providing access to documents of relevance to the Convention that could be directly 

accessible through the internet. In addition, the format of the National Reports changed on a 

trial basis for COP7; the 26" meeting of the Standing Committee confirmed the adoption of 

the new format. 

Is Resolution 8.10 established additional priority actions to be carried out to improve 

the implementation of the CMS IMP. A synoptic table of progress made on each priority 

action is provided in Annex 2. 

Reporting process 

8. The conversion to an electronic format led to an improved reporting process. It 

facilitated the provision of information updates as well as the analysis, accessibility and 
exchange of the data in a clear and standardised manner. A further step towards improved 
data management would be the launch of SONAR, which would not only provide easy 

access through an online system but also strive towards harmonisation with other 

biodiversity-related MEAs. Paper Conf 9.20 deals with the reporting by Parties in more 

detail, while Conf. 9.33 includes a budget option for SONAR in 2009-2011. 

Harmonization of national reporting 

9. The UNEP-funded Knowledge Management project analysed the approach to 
reporting that the human rights treaty system has been using. These treaties require Parties to 

submit a core report of relevance to all the treaties, supplemented by smaller treaty-specific 
reports. A framework for a joint core report for CMS, CBD, CITES, the Ramsar Convention, 

AEWA and IOSEA was produced and presented to the Knowledge Management workshop in 

March 2008. The document is available at the WCMS website at the following address 

< http://www.unep-wemc.org/ conventions/ harmonization/projects.htm >. 

10. Another outcome of the Knowledge Management project is a study on joint reporting 

for CMS, AEWA and IOSEA (see the same web link as above). The report developed a 

skeleton framework which would allow for national reporting by member Parties of any or all 

' GROMS is an information system designed to satisfy the needs of CMS and its related Agreements concerning the 

scientific information on migratory species and their populations. Originally based on an initiative by the CMS 
Secretariat, it was launched in 1998 with financial support from the German Ministry of the Environment through the 
Federal Agency of Nature Conservation. The rationale behind GROMS is mainly based on the fact that although many 
databases include migratory species, scientific information on details about their migration behaviour, routes and seasonal 

distribution was scattered. Therefore, summarising knowledge about migratory species within one information system 
was among the main objectives of the GROMS information system, which should serve as a tool for fact finding and 

decision making by CMS and its related Agreements. 



of the three treaties. It is also structured in a way as to allow for expansion to include other 
Agreements and MoUs under CMS, thus assisting the implementation of SONAR 2010 for 

CMS and its Agreements and MoUs. The March 2008 Knowledge Management workshop 

concluded therefore that joint and harmonized reporting is possible for CMS including of all 

Agreements and MoUs. 

11. | As mentioned above and further described in Annex 3, various opportunities have 

been seized by the CMS Secretariat to implement some of the IMP priority actions in 
conjunction with other multilateral treaties, therefore saving on resources and facilitating 

the development of a more harmonised inter-organisational approach to information 
management. 

The Harmonisation Process of CMS with Other MEAs 

12. The IMS is not yet a comprehensive system. The implementation of linking data 

related directly or efficiently to knowledge and information generated within CMS with 

other sources has not been established and should be a priority in the next triennium. The 

sources comprise other information services (including GROMS), information from 

technical experts and publications, or from other MEAs and international initiatives such as 
the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) or the Encyclopaedia of Life (EOL) 

and even the various CMS-related information resources available at UNEP-WCMC. IMS 
provides a framework to enable information exchange and harmonisation with related 

MEAs. However a proper integration of the available information into IMS - a gradual and 

continuous process - is yet to take place. 

13. | Agreements within the CMS Family have also taken significant steps in the strategic 
management of information, and have developed, or supported the development of, related 

tools to facilitate decision-making and support on-the-ground management throughout the 

distribution range of species included in the Appendices of the Convention. 

Objectives 

14. Various other actions identified as priority by the CMS Information Management 

Plan are yet to be implemented. Lack of implementation of some of those actions means that, 

while the infrastructure is already in place, much of the information available to the CMS 

Family remains fragmented and dispersed. 

15. Implementation of remaining activities in the CMS Information Management Plan 

would thus: 

a) provide the basis for a continuous review of the Appendices (including information 

tools for knowledge management by national focal points and the Scientific Council, 

as well as information on CMS-relevant projects); 

b) provide the means to monitor the effectiveness of the Convention and its contribution 

to global processes, such as attainment of the WSSD target to reduce biodiversity loss 
significantly by 2010; 

c) enable the effective management and interlinking of information systems and 

reporting within the CMS Family and with other biodiversity MEAs relevant to CMS 

(in particular CBD, Ramsar and CITES); and 

d) provide the information base for the implementation and assessment of the CMS 
Strategic Plan 2006-2011, and for the identification of priority areas for the 

Convention beyond 2011. 



Action requested: 

The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of 

Wild Animals is invited to: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

g) 

h) 

Note the progress made in the implementation of the CMS Information Management 

Plan. 

Acknowledge the primary role of IMP/IMS in Party report management. 

Recognize that IMP/IMS work should in future be led by a strengthened Science, Data 

and Marine Unit, part of a wider remit for scientific and conservation data 

management and supported by other units, e.g. on website management and liaison 
with other bodies. 

Review the implementation of the Information Management Plan, in order to indicate 
the priorities for further implementation during the forthcoming triennium, part of 

which are new activities not necessarily included in the original Plan. 

Request the Secretariat to continue to make progress in the implementation of the Plan 

and related initiatives to facilitate the implementation of activities identified in 

Objective 1 of the Convention’s Strategic Plan for 2006 - 2011. 

Recommend Parties to migratory species treaties to encourage Secretariats of 

multilateral agreements concerned with the protection of migratory species to pursue, 
together with the CMS Secretariats, a common future report format, and a common 
future online reporting system. 

Further request the Secretariat to establish ways to incorporate GROMS into broader 

databases in order to make use of its full potential for the CMS IMS and other 

Conventions. 

Recommend the continued implementation of the Knowledge Management project 
particularly with regards to the development and interconnection of online reporting 
facilities for the CMS family. 



syulod 
WLIRIDIOVS 

[89041 
SIND 

JEULIO] sutjioday 

WI9}SAS 
eomegT 

asequyeqg 

sj.10dayy 

UONCULIOJUT 

coat 

I1U0.199[] 

suodo ae 
(S810 29 99S) 

SISOJUAS 
syadxq 

J 

Ssa00.1g 
ssnoig 

sunaszods 
ySSA- 

‘ 
= 

d 
sunioday 

=sassad0i1g 
2
 
s
y
u
o
u
o
d
u
i
0
y
 
D
R
E
N
 

(
S
W
I
 
S
W
O
)
 
w
I
a
}
s
k
S
 
j
U
S
W
I
O
S
e
U
L
/
 
U
O
T
J
V
U
L
I
O
J
U
T
 
S
I
D
 

9
4
)
 
J
O
 
U
O
N
e
I
S
N
I
]
[
L
 
O
N
e
U
L
O
Y
O
S
 

-[ 
X
Q
U
U
Y
 



Tay} 
SUIPNpoUur 

‘Satoads 
UMOUY 

Ie NOGe 
aspayMouy 

ATISIOATpoIg 
sazisayyUAS 

AyjeorweUAP 

O
F
 

PUL) 
arT 

Jo erpadojoAoug 
ay) y

m
 
UONeIOgR]JOS 

Ysnosy) 
“3’9 ‘WOJJa 

snonuNUOD 

ddd puke SNOUD 

usamjaq 

sardiauds 

arodxa 

0} 
aovyd 

ur 
ynd 

Suraq 

are 

sdajs 

‘QqH 

0} 
SuNdauuoo 

ueYy) 

Joey 

JK 
se 

payuaurafdut 
aq JOU 

pynod 
sty) adeyWOYs 

[eIoueUTy 
oO) ong 

‘Juow90I3e 
puke UOTUDAUOD 

Aur 
IO} 

saireuuonsanb 
Jo 

sfoo) 
Sunsodas 

autfuo 
JayJO 

Jo UONRAID 
Aska 

JOJ 
SMOTTE 

JY) 
JOJeIIUAS 

B OSTR 

ynq 
suI[UO 

y
o
d
a
 
JeUONeU 

May) 
Jonpold 

0} 
sanIeg 

Jo} 
uoNdoO 

ay) 
ATUO 

JOU 
sapNpoUr 

[00) 
e
y
 

‘Joo) 
Sunsoday 

autpuo 
ue 

dopaaap 
0) 

‘
W
A
A
A
Y
 
PUP 

SIND 
Sulpnyour 

‘syustuaaise 
puke 

suoTUaAUOS 

JO 
syeuejaisas 

oy) 
YIM 

paylom 
q
A
N
N
 

‘1efoid 
quowaseury] 

sspajMouy 
oy) 

JOpuy 

JURADO 
JaYIO 

O} PayuTy 
‘sayeis 

odues 
pur 

sarsads 
paysi] 

JO asequiep 
sANeILIOYINE 

pue 
adtsuayaiduios 

‘ajep-o1-dn 
ue 

ysijqeisa 
0) 

s
o
y
a
 

Sunsixa 
uo 

pling 
‘9 

sansst 
payeyal 

satsads 
Aroyeisiu 

uo 
S
u
n
o
d
a
s
 

ut ‘so1ydess 
pure 

syeyp 
‘sdeu 

JO 
WHOJ 

OY) 
UT 

‘UOTJLUJOJUT 
pur 

sjas 
Rep 

a][qQeIJOI 
JO 

asn 
jJenjnuI 

sy) 
soURYUD 

0} 
[euog 

w
e
d
 
O
A
D
 
d
A
N
N
 

UW 
pure 

S
W
O
U
Y
D
 

uaeamjaq 
sarssouks 

asojdxq 
*¢ satoads Aloyesstw UO 

sasualjeyo 

puke 

sansst 

Zuls.1awia 

‘spuan 

‘snjyejs 

UO 

UONRULOJUI 

pur 

vIep 

a]qIpals 

ysoqv] 

oy) 

Jo 

SuLeys 

ayy 

oyeI][IOvJ 

0} 
JOpO 

UI 
‘JUaLUSsasse 

p-CAH 

Wp 

Jo 

ssadoid 

MaIAa1 

ayy 

wWoddns 

0} 

santunjioddo 

asojdxa 

pue 

‘QOqD/daNN 

Ayzepnonsed 

‘S]UDLUSSISSE 

[PJUDWIUOIIAUD 

[eqo[s 

Sulos-uo 

ay) 

IM 

saseyul] 

usysuans 

‘p 

SJUDWIIDITY 
SII PUL 

UOTUIAUOD 
IY) JO Sp9du 

UONPULIOJUI 

ay) 
ssaippr 

0} 
pue 

(
S
W
O
U
D
 

‘3'a) 
saomosar 

puke 
UONRULIOJUT 

areYs 
0} 

sJayIO 

pue 
(
S
I
O
)
 

Waisks 
uoneUOjUT 

UONPAIOSUOD 
AJISIOAIPOIG 

OY) 
Y
M
 
Y
O
M
 

“€ 

“LOOT JAQUIDAON 

ul 

saNTUWOD 

Surpurjg 

oy) 

Aq 

poaosdde 

pur 

sanieg 

oy) 

WoIy 

paysanboi 

uoNeUIOJUT 

oy) 

UI 
SATIATIOR 

pue 

saatoafgo 

asoy) 

19a]Ja1 

0} 
paydepe 

sem 

sjioday 

[euOHeN 

Jo 

WULIOJ 

prepue}s 

ayy 

‘Apuanbasuog 

‘pareisaqul 

asaM 

‘oa 

‘UONRONpa 

pue 

BuIpying 

Ayoedes 

inoqe 

suonsanb 

‘uonRAsIW 

0} 
SafoR}sgo 

puke 

satdads 

Aro;PISTUI 

0} 
syeory) 

AOfeUT 

JO 

MATADI 

PUR 

UONLOIFHUAp! 

ay) 

se 

yons 

‘urfg 

oBa}VNg 

oy) 

UT 

pauoNUaU 

ssOyeIIPUI 

SuNesIodsoour 

se 

yons 

soidoy 

I
S
W
H
M
 
‘
S
O
G
M
 
‘
S
O
M
 
‘
V
Z
V
M
 
‘ddudS 

‘
V
V
O
N
 
‘OLLI 

‘MVdI 
‘IND 

‘
I
O
 
‘vuaseueg 

‘
V
q
W
I
N
Y
 
‘Juaaseurul 

UONeULIOJUI 
“a1 B

d
O
D
 

PdUIS 
SBJO 

J
o
U
e
g
 
YIM 

SNOW, 

s}WoUIUIOZ 

SUONLZTULZIO 
JOYIO 

PUL 
SIVIIEIVIINg 

JUOWIIIIBY 

U
I
I
 

JIqeyIeAe 
UONLULOJUT 

JayJINy 
pue 

‘uRTg 
dIsaeNg 

ay) 
WOIy 

UOTPULIOJUT 

qURAgIAI 
ayeJodsoout 

0} 
waysXg 

juaUIaseuLYA, 
UONPULIOJUT 

SIND 
ey) 

puedxg 
°Z 

satoads 
AloyeITIW 

0} JUPAD[OI 
U
O
H
B
U
O
J
U
T
 
JO asn 

pue 

Wowlaseueul 
‘UOTdaT[oo 

ay} 
JoJ 

,,suOezIURsIO 
JoUVed,, 

AJUApI 
0} 

aNUNUOD 
“| 

W
O
W
 

ood 
jeuorsar 

pure 
jeuoneN 

‘A 

azis uone[ndod 
pur 

uONNgINsIp 
UO 

UONPULIOJU! 
AplAOId 

“AT 

§ paqoayje 
0) 

SULLAyaI 
UONPABTUL 

0} Sa[oeIsgo 
pue 

“dds AroyessTU 
0} syeary) 

Jofeur 
MatAad 

pur 
Ajnuapy 

“| 

Wa)sks 
UOsTeT] 

[RUOTEU 
& Yst|qeIsq 

“HT 

uonronpa 
pur 

surpring 
Ayoedes 

ayesnsaauy 
‘1 

1107-9007 
URId 218a7e)g ays Jo saanoalqO 

UL] g
 JUAWASeULY 

UONRULIOJUT 
SIND 

JO UoNeyUoWa[duy 
*7 xouUY 



SUONUDAUOD AjISIOATPOIG SUOWIE yoafoid PY ap JO J] aseyd Iesp 0) SursuaumOd Jo (Ny) dnory jeaoiddy yoafo1g /AqNN Aq jeaosdde juasai ‘doysyiom (Py) Uawaseuryy edpolMouy yA ‘espuqueD ‘gQ0T Yu 

ur
ji
od
ar
 

pu
r 

ju
sw
as
eu
rW
 

UO
NP

UL
IO
JU
T 

SU
TU
T[
WI
PA
QS
 

UO
 

Sa
t}
ea
.)
 

Pa
iv
as
-A
jI
SI
OA
Ip
OI
g 

[B
qo

]s
 

Jo
jo

 
Jo
 

sJ
os

eu
LW

T 
UO

NB
UL

IO
JU

T 
Y
I
M
 

aN
Zo
ye
Ip
 

ay
y 

a
n
u
N
U
O
D
 

“Z
I 

“U
ON
eW
IO
JU
T 

pu
ry
-s
}I
-J
o-
an
br
un
 

Pue JAISUd)XA JAJJO [[B YOIYA ‘9910,] YSVT, BZUONIJUT URIAY dU) SP [TOM SB “(600Z PITOD ‘007 PUR LOOT UNUAIod ‘9007 PNINL) OOK “GOA ‘LOX ‘sudredureo ,,*-ayy Jo mea X,, oy) ae asoy) Suowy ‘sarsads ayyo.id-ysty uo snd0j 0) payuoutaydurt usaq savy s}dafoid SPD snour A “UONRULIOJUT JUPADTOI Jo stsXyeur pue yuawaseucur ‘uoTdaT[oo ‘uoNoNpod ayy UI PaATOAUT s}soo ay) SasTUTUTUT pure ‘jJ0JJo JO UONROTTdNp sprloar Osye I “S[IAI] [BQO]S pure [euOIsaI ‘[edo] Je SJUWIDIIZV S}I pur SD Jo uoNRyUaaldurt aatydazJo 10J Aressaoau UONULIOJUT ay) JO asn pur sisX[eue ‘uaWaseULUT ‘UOT}DAT[O9 ay} saTquua IY) JUaWIN.NSUT [NJ1aMod pur onbrun v st SW] 

— 

s]UdWI90I13 y puke UOTIUdAUOD 

ay
} 

Wo
dd
ns
 

0)
 

wi
aj
sX
s 

U
O
N
R
U
O
J
U
T
 

pa
se

q-
qo

M 
‘p
ay
eU
Ip
1o
Od
 

& 
10

J 
[e
EN
UD
}O
d 

ay
) 

a
e
N
s
u
O
U
a
p
 

O}
 

‘s
uO

Ne
ZI

Ue
TI

O 
Jo
UL
Te
d 

YI
M 

UO
NR
IO
gG
eI
[O
S 

Ut
 

sa
td
ad
s 

af
ty

o1
d 

-y
si

y 
jo
 

dn
os
d 

& 
uo
 

wa
)j

sX
s 

uo
Ne
UL
Io
ju
I 

uv
 

do
ja
aa
p 

‘B
un
yr
un
te
d 

sa
ou
eu
Ly
 

* | 
| 

sa
ni
ed
 

dy
) 

pu
r 

sy
eL
ir
ja
io
ag
 

jU
us

Wa
sI

sy
 

‘U
ON
US
AU
OD
 

ay
} 

Us
aM

IJ
aq

 
UO
NP
UI
OJ
UL
 

Su
LI
ey
s 

10
} 

po
yy

ow
 

ve 
do

ya
aa

p 
‘S

un
it

ws
ed

 
sa
ou
vu
ry
 

“O
T 

“UONRUIOJUT SUIUIIIUOD SID JO 29INOs [e.QUAD ay) aq 0} ST asodind sj1 aouts ‘sTy) sI9AOD APSOW SII] “payessoqul alam ‘oj9 ‘uoNBONpe pue durpying Aqroedes ynoge suonsanb ‘uonessrw 0} sajovysqo pur satoads AsoyeIs TU 

0}
 

s}
wo

iy
) 

Jo
fe
w 

JO
 

MA
TA

SI
 

pu
ke

 
UO
NR
IT
FH
UA
PT
 

oy
) 

se
 

YO
Ns

 
‘u
L[
g 

d1
Bo
Ie
VN
S 

9y
) 

Ul
 

Po
uU

ON
uo

W 
si

oy
eo

rp
ur

 
Su

nv
so

di
oo

ur
 

sv
 

yo
ns

 
so

td
oy

 
‘s

an
ie

g 
ay
) 

W
o
y
 

pa
ys
an
ba
r 

uo
RU
LI
OJ
UT
 

ay
) 

UT
 

SO
NI
AN
IE
 

pu
r 

sa
at

da
f[

qo
 

ay
) 

19
9]
JO
1 

01
 

pa
id
ep
e 

se
m 

sy
od

ay
 

[e
uO
NR
N 

Jo
 

JU
LI
O]
 

pr
ep

ur
ys

 
oy
],
 

sudWdaI13 y Jo/pue UONUBAUOD ay} Jo UONRJUAWA[duIT ay) 0} JSo19]UT JO svare Kay UO UONPUWIOJU! JO ISULYOXA PUL UOISSNOSIP JO} SUINIOJ GM JO SIOAIIS ISI] YST[QeIso 

pure 

sordo} 

Ayord 

uo 

aouatiadxa 

Jo 
SuLeys 

ay) 

JOJ 

Wistueysaw 

v 
dojaaaq 

“6 

JoUIIIUT 
ay) 

YSNomp 
ayqryirear 

WOU) 
SYLU 

0} JApPIO 
UT YUIOJ 

STUODETA 
UT saTdads 

UOTIDe 
PayiadUOD, 

UO 

syJodai 
pure 

saotpuaddy 
ay) 0} syuawpuaure 

pasodoad 
‘sy10daz 

joafoid 
Surpnyout 

‘sJUDUINIOP 
[PINJJO 

JaYIO 
pure sjiodas 

e
u
O
N
R
N
 
JO UOIsstwgns 

dy) Isanbay 
*g 

“
M
O
T
O
S
 

M
M
M
 

IP
 

II
QR

II
PA

R 
Je
 

Sa
yN

po
w 

sy
] 

‘a
sn

 
s]

qe
ur

ei
sn

s 
pu

r 
‘s
vo
se
 

po
yo
aj
0.
d 

‘s
ar
oa
ds
 

UA
TT
L 

DA
TS

BA
UT

 
‘s
Ja
}e
M 

PU
RT

UT
 

Sa
du
vY
S 

ay
eU

IT
[D

 
pu
e 

AI
IS
IO
AI
PO
IG
 

‘S
uL
BY
s-
jJ
au
aq
 

pu
v 

ss
ad
dy
 

:P
II

DA
OD

 
A
P
U
I
L
I
N
 

ae
 

So
Ns
st
 

XI
S 

SU
IM

OT
[O

J 
Y
L
 

“A
Us
I9
Ar
po
rg
 

10
4 

AW
Wo
ud
 

kv 
os
e 

ye
y)
 

Sa
ns

st
 

UO
 

SJ
UD

WI
IV

IT
E 

JU
II

AJ
JI

P 
WO

IJ
 

SU
OT

|N
[O

SA
I 

pu
ke
 

SU
ON

eP
pU

IW
IW

OI
AI

 
‘s
UO
IS
IO
ap
 

‘s
ap

ot
e 

Su
Ns
Ix
a 

Uo
 

pa
se

g 
ai
e 

A
d
y
 

‘S
JU

DW
II

II
TE

 
Pa
ye
ja
l-
A}
IS
IO
AI
PO
IG
 

[e
qo

]s
 

pu
r 

[R
UO
Is
aI
 

W
O
]
 

SU
ON
LS
I[
GO
 

pu
e 

SJ
US
WI
TU
IW
UO
D 

JO
 

Y
I
O
M
A
W
I
]
 

Pa
se

q-
an

ss
t 

‘[
Rd
1d
o]
 

& ap
tA
oi
d 

sj
oo

) 
pa

se
q-

qa
m 

W
A
L
V
W
A
L
 

U
L
 

S[
Ie
ja
p 

d1
OU

I 
JO

J 
a
1
O
 

[
o
a
 

M
M
M
 

aS
 

‘(
AU
Ja
}U
] 

t
p
 

Yo
no
sy
) 

UO
NU

LI
OJ

UT
 

ST
Y)
 

Sa
IN

QL
NS

Ip
P 

pu
e 

‘B
ur
oq
 

[J
am
 

uR
WI
NY
 

10
J 

9o
uR

IJ
Od

uT
 

pu
ke

 
‘s
dr
ys
uo
Ne
ya
r 

[e
o1
So
To
Ie
 

‘m
Mo

rA
ey

aq
 

‘A
So
jo
yd
so
w 

‘A
ro

\s
ty

 
Ar
eu
oT
NP
OA
A 

‘s
oy

au
as

 
‘s
uo
yd
aT
[o
o 

‘u
oy
NN
qi
sI
p 

sT
yd

es
s0

ad
 

‘A
uo
UO
XR
} 

syuourui0 

juawiaseueul 
joafoid 

0} 
pre 

ue 
se 

pur 
‘satoads 

Ayo yeISTW 
UO 

Y
O
M
 
BuIOsuO 

0) 
UONUDZAUOD 

ay) 
Aq a

p
e
 
SuIIq 

U
O
T
N
G
U
U
O
S
 

ay) Joytuow 
djay 

0} 
asequiep 

sjoafoid 
sjuquisaIsy 

pur 
S
O
 

v dojaaaq 
*L 

gam 
at) Uo 

afqeiTeAr 
pue 

UOReWIOsUT 
satoads 

W
o
y
 



Annex 3: Information synergies with biodiversity-related agreements 

I. Background 

IF Resolution 8.11 on ‘Cooperation with Other Conventions’ reiterated the importance and the need for enhanced 

collaboration among biodiversity-related conventions to coordinate action towards the achievement of the goal of 

significantly reducing biodiversity loss by 2010; and recalled target 4.3 of the CMS Strategic Plan 2006-2011 calling 

for cooperative activities in pursuit of shared targets with relevant multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) and 

increased partners, and its operational principle (2) on close cooperation with relevant MEAs and key partners and 

capturing synergies in pursuit of shared targets. 

2: Resolution 8.11 also encouraged the Executive Secretary to continue to take an active part and role in the 

activities of the Biodiversity Liaison Group (BLG) established under the aegis of the CBD; invited the Executive 

Secretary, in collaboration with the BLG and UNEP, to advance work on the development and implementation of issue- 

based modules for the coherent implementation of the biodiversity conventions; invited the Executive Secretary, in 

collaboration with the BLG and UNEP, to advance the harmonization of reporting both within the UNEP-CMS ‘family’ 

of Agreements and between relevant conventions; and invited the Executive Secretary to assist with the establishment 

of the Global Partnership for Biodiversity, where CMS will be a core member, to promote the objectives of the 

Convention and contribute to the achievement of the 2010 target. 

II. Collaboration with other multilateral environmental agreements 

Sh The Biodiversity Liaison Group (BLG) consists of the heads of the secretariats of the six biodiversity-related 

conventions (Convention on Biological Diversity, Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora, Convention on Migratory Species, International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, and World Heritage Convention). Since the 8" meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties, the BLG met twice. The fifth meeting of the BLG was held in September 2006 in Gland, 

Switzerland, and the sixth meeting in May 2008 in Bonn, Germany. The reports are available at 

http://www.cbd.int/cooperation/BLG-S-rep-final-en.doc and http://www.cbd.int/cooperation/BLG-6-rep-final-en.doc, 

respectively. The CMS Secretariat participated in both meetings and hosted the sixth meeting. Both meetings addressed 

a range of issues of relevance to the CMS, including the 2010 biodiversity target and indicators for measuring its 

achievement, sustainable use of biodiversity, protected areas, cooperation among scientific bodies and development of 

scientific advice, knowledge management for MEAs, capacity development and technical support for achieving the 

2010 target, harmonization of nomenclature and taxonomy, review of the effectiveness of the BLG, preparation of the 

third edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, the 2010 Biodiversity Indicators Partnership, and celebration of the 

International Year of Biodiversity 2010. 

4. Since the last Conference of the Parties, the Secretariat actively participated in the following meetings of the 

other biodiversity-related conventions: eighth and ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD, fourteenth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES, (30%, 31% and 32" session of the World Heritage Committee]. It 

also participated in the eighth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD), and the 12" session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

III. Knowledge management for biodiversity-related agreements 

5. The Secretariat participated in a UNEP-funded project on knowledge management, implemented by UNEP 

Division of Environmental Law and Conventions (UNEP DELC) and UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre 

(UNEP-WCMC), in collaboration with the secretariats of CMS, CBD, CITES, Ramsar Convention, AEWA and 

IOSEA. This project created an internet portal allowing access to key information from those agreements, including the 

articles of the agreements; resolutions and decisions of their governing bodies; strategic planning documents; lists of 
Parties; and national focal point information. The portal is available at www.inforMEA.org. A workshop with the 
participating secretariats, including CMS, AEWA and IOSEA, was held in March 2008 in Cambridge, UK, and 
concluded that the portal should be further developed as a tool for interoperable information management for the 

biodiversity-related conventions and agreements. 

6. Under the same Knowledge Management project, UNEP worked with the secretariats of conventions and 
agreements to develop an online reporting tool, including for CMS and AEWA. The tool includes not only the option 



for Parties to produce their national report online but also a generator that allows for easy creation of other online 

reporting tools or questionnaires for any convention and agreement. It was made available to the CMS and AEWA 
Secretariats and presented at the above-mentioned knowledge management workshop, which concluded that in a 
follow-up project it should be further developed to allow for easy analysis and synthesis of the reported information. 
The workshop included a training session for technical officers of secretariats in the use of the online reporting 

generator. 

7. As a member of the Steering Committee of the UNEP/IUCN [makes it sound like IUCN ispart of UNEP] 
Tematea - Issue-based Modules for Coherent Implementation of Biodiversity-related Conventions, the Secretariat has 
been actively involved with the development of the modules. These are web-based tools that provide a logical, issue- 

based framework of commitments and obligations from regional and global biodiversity-related agreements. They are 
based on existing articles, decisions, recommendations and resolutions from different agreements on issues that are a 

priority for biodiversity. The following six issues are currently covered: Access and benefit-sharing, biodiversity and 
climate change, inland waters, invasive alien species, protected areas, and sustainable use. The modules are available at 

www.tematea.org. 

8. The use of the Issue-based Modules is further supported at the country level to promote national cooperation 

and communication across sectors and conventions. This builds capacity among national governmental and non- 
governmental experts to evaluate and improve their existing national implementation of biodiversity-related 

commitments in a coherent way. 

IV. Harmonization of national reporting 

©), The Knowledge Management project suggested two joint reporting frameworks on thematic issues: inland 

waters for CBD and Ramsar Convention, and drylands for CBD and UNCCD (see _http://www.unep- 

weme.org/conventions/harmonization/projects.htm. Although not directly relevant for CMS, these studies demonstrate 
another possible way forward for harmonizing reporting between biodiversity-related conventions, through choosing 

themes within the remit of two or more agreements on which Parties would report once, covering the information needs 
of all agreements involved. The Knowledge Management workshop in March 2008 asked for the exploration of further 
opportunities for recommending clustering of reporting questions along the lines of such modular frameworks. 
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