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AT a meeting of the Society, November Sth, 1829.

Voted, Tliat the Secretary and Treasurer be a committee to present

the thanks of the Society to the Rev. Dr. Wisner for his Sermon delivered before

them this day, and to request a copy for the press

ALDEN BRADFORD, Secretary.

rUESS OF PUTNAM & HUNT.



SERMO]??".

MICAH IV, 1—4.

In the last days, it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the
Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted
above the hills ; and people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall
come, and say. Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the
house of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths : for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong
nations afar off: and they shall beat their swords into plough-shares, and their

spears into pruning-hooks ; nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, nei-
ther shall they learn war any more. But they shall sit, every man under his

vine and under his fig-tree ; and none shall make them afraid : for the mouth
of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.

In this, as in many other passages of holy Scripture, is

predicted a period, when genuine Christianity, with its bless

ed influences on the temporal condition and the eternal

prospects of men, shall be diffused among all nations : A
period, when the benefits of intellectual and moral elevation

shall be every where enjoyed ; when the true God shall,

every where, be known, and worshipped, and obeyed ;

when the duties of domestic, and social, and civil relations

shall be, every where, understood and performed ; when
governments shall be modelled and administered on just

and benevolent principles ; when war and its attendant mis-

eries shall have entirely ceased, and tyranny, oppression,

persecution, bigotry, and cruelty be done away ; when
business shall be conducted without contention, dishonesty
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and covetousness,—with the design to promote the perma-

nent interests of those engaged in it, and the general good ;

*J«when the families of the earth shall be the abodes of piety,

and comfort, and love ;—a period when "•' the earth shall

be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the

sea," and " the people shall be all righteous," and " all the

ends of the world shall see " and rejoice in " the salvation

of our God." Mighty, indeed, must be the revolution that

shall accomplish all this. But let not the benevolent heart

despond. " The mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken

it :" and " that which he hath spoken, he will also bring to

pass ; that which he hath purposed, he will also do."

How will he accomplish the glorious result ?

The efficient agency will be that of the Holy Spirit,

whose office it is to give to men the light of the knowl-

edge of the glory of God, and make them walling in the

day of his power. " Not by might, nor by power, but by

my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." " And it shall come
to pass in the last days, saith God, that I will pour out of my
Spirit upon all flesh ;" and then " that great and notable day

of the Lord" shall '' come."

But God usually works by means. He has uniformly,

hitherto, dispensed spiritual blessings to men by the instru-

mentality of their fellow-men ; and this gracious method
. of procedure, there is no reason to expect, will be discon-

tinued. We are expressly assured it will be employed in

effecting the glorious result predicted in our text. " The
law " is to " go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem." The change foretold in the character

and condition of the nations, is to be effected by means of

"the law," add "the word of the Lord." And these are

to " go forth of Zion," and " from Jerusalem :" the means
which it has been determined to employ, are to be put and
continued in operation, by those already blessed with the

knowledge and the happy influences of the true religion.



5

It must, then, be interesting to every Christian, and to

every philanthropist living in a Christian country, to in-

quire, how is this instrumentality to be employed : To
what end, and in what manner, shall we direct our efforts,

that they may contribute most efficiently to 'the extension

of religion and happiness among the nations ? Shall our

primary object be to civilize* or to christianize them ? And
when we come to teach them the doctrines of religion,

—

whether at the commencement of our efforts for their im-

provement, or at a subsequent period,—shall we inculcate

only the simpler and more general principles of our faith ?

or shall we, at once, present and urge upon their accep-

tance its most sublime and distinctive truths ?

Let us give to these questions a brief and candid exami-

nation.

I. First. In employing our instrumentality to extend

the temporal and spiritual blessings of Christianity to the

uncivilized and idolatrous nations of the earth, shall we
MAKE IT OUR PRIMARY OBJECT TO CIVILIZE OR TOCHRIS-

TIANIZE THEM ?

On this point, you are aware that <lirectly opposite opin-

ions have been advanced and advocated, by persons professing

the same desire to witness the universal diffusion of civiliza-

tion and genuine religion. On the one hand, it has been main-

tained, that the way "to teach Christianity to barbarous

and savage nations " is, to "begin with civilizing them

—

educating and instructing them in the useful arts."f " The
order of providence clearly recommends, that those chil-

dren of penury should first get into easier circumstances,

and then be made converts to religious tenets." | " It is

* Uncivilized Heathen are chiefly referred to in this discourse, because the efforts

of the Society before which it was preached, for the conversion of the Heathen, are,

by its charter, required to be directed to the North American Indians. As, howev-
er, many of tlie remarks to be made will be equally applicable to missions among
civilized Heathen, these will be incidentally referred to.

t Edinburgh Review, Vol. 21—page 66. t Do. Vol. 8—page 434.
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by this kind of practical instruction alone, that those in a

certain state of ignorance and barbarism are to be gained

over to the truth ; and, till a similar course is followed,

our Missionary and our Bible societies may expend thou-

sands and teiffe of thousands, to no purpose, but to manifest

the goodness of their intentions, and their total ignorance

of the means which ought to have been pursued." * On
the other hand, it is contended, that, in all our efforts to

meliorate the condition of idolatrous and savage nations,

we should make it our first and great object to christianize

them ; carrying with us, indeed, and recommending by ex-

ample and instruction, the arts and comforts of civilized

life, but making their improvement in these respects

only a secondary thing,—viewing it as a result that will

be easily attained, and will follow, almost of course, when
they are brought to receive in their hearts the softening and

elevating truths of religion.

Which of these directly opposite views is correct ?

The readiest and most satisfactory way to decide the

question is to appeal to facts. We might, indeed, argue

from the nature of the case ; and shew, we think conclu-

sively, that true civilization can be effected only by chang-

ing the dispositions of barbarians ; and that the most di-

rect, and in fact the only efficient method of accomplish-

ing this, is to bring the powerful motives of the Gospel to

bear directly on their hearts. But we are not particularly

fond of a priori reasoning, and have no disposition to re-

sort to it, however easily and successfully it might be done,

when we can appeal to facts. And on this subject there

are facts in abundance, furnished by an experience of eigh-

teen hundred years. To facts, therefore, we appeal.

1. And the first fact to which I would direct your at-

tention is, the striking and very instructive one, that, in the

* Edinburgli Review, Vol. 21—page 66. See also the Discourse preached before

this Society, in 1823, by the Rev. Thaddcus Mason Harris, D. D. pp. 8, 9.



commission given to the Jlpostles and their successors by the Sa-

viour, and in the history transmitted to us in the JVew Testament

of its early execution, there is not one ivord about civilizing

men ; although the Gospel was to be, and was in fact, car-

ried by the Apostles to savage tribes as well as to the then

civilized nations.* The command of the Savior is, " Go

ye,"—not to the nations which have been prepared for your

coming by civilization,—but, " Go ye into all the world,''^—
to savages as well as to civilized men.—And do what ? First

civilize those whom you find sunk in barbarism, and teach

the true philosophy to those whom you find more refined
; f

and thus prepare them for receiving my religion ? No ; butj

" Go ye into all the world, 'dnd preach the Gospel to every

creature.''^ To all alike, savage and civilized, proclaim, at

once and continually, the good news of salvation througli

my atoning blood. And the history of the proceedings of

the Apostles in executing this commission, under the infal-

lible guidance of the Holy Spirit, among savage as well as

civilized nations, is,—not that they abstained from " preach-

ing Christianity " till they had taught the civilized the true

philosophy, and the barbarous " the emolient arts of life ;"

but, "they went forth, and preached everywhere," that

men "should repent, and turn to God, and do works meet

for repentance ;" "wo^ knowing any thing among" those to

whom they went, from the beginning to the end of their

continuance with them, " save Jesus Christ, and him cruciji-

* Paul, we know from Galatians i, 17, preached the Goppel in Arabia. There
is also reason to believe that he visited Spain on the same benevolent errand. And
if he did not introduce Christianity into ]3ritain, there is satisfactory evidence that

it was successfully propagated among its then barbarous inhabitants in the age of the
Apostles. In the same age also, and no doubt by the Apostles, Christianity was
introduced among several of the then uncivilized tribes north and east of Palestine.

f This, it has been maintained, should be the first step in attempting to propagate
Christianity among civilized Heathen. " Instead of sending missionaries for the
immediate purpose of preaching Christianity, even in ils simple elements, let the
remuneration that is now divided among twenty, be given to two, or to three, who
shall be educated for the service. Let them be made masters of natural philosophy
in all its branches. Let them be thoroughly acquainted with the science of meta-
physics. Let them be deeply read in histor}'. Let them be, at the same time, vhat
are called practical men ; men who know the world, and human nature. And, let
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ec/." And, though "the Jews required a sign, and the

Greeks sought after wisdom " or philosophy, yet they

'^preached Christ crucified ; counting that the foolishness of

God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is strong-

er than men."

Now, with these facts in view, can it be believed that it

was the intention of Jesus Christ, that his Apostles shoxild

make it the first object of their labors among idolatrous

and barbarous tribes to civilize them, and among Heathen

nations already civilized to teach them the true philosophy,

and thus prepare them for the reception of his religion
;

and that the Apostles did in fact proceed thus in executing

his commission ? How manifest is it that he intended they

should, and that they did in fact, make it their first and

great object among all people to whom they went, savage

as well as civilized, to make known to them, and to press

upon their immediate acceptance, the true religion ? And
this command is the commission and the directory, and

the proceedings of the Apostles in executing it are the mod-

el, of all propagators of Christianity among the nations, to

the end of the world.

But, I hear it said, " That was the age of miracles." And
what if it was ? Does that fact render the commission of

Christ and the example of the Apostles no guide to us .''

Where, then, is the commission under which we are to act,

and the inspired example we are to follow, in completing

them be Christians, without any of the narrowness of bigotry. Let these men be

sent, to be companions, and friends, and teachers, among enlightened Mahomedans
and Heatliens. Let them go among them, to live as Heathens live, in regard to all

that is innocent ; and to impart, to those who are capable of receiving it, a knowl-

edge of the history, and of the philosophy, which are received in the Christian world.

A few such missionaries, I think, would, in no long time, do much to unsettle, and
raise the whole foundation of Brahminical faith, in minds which could act directly

and powerfully, as Europeans or Americans cannot act, upon the lower orders of

society. And in no long time might they be instrumental of fil'ing- its place with

the pure and more rational faith of the Gospel. I believe, indeed, that they would
at least do more, within a few years, in preparation for the extension of Christiani-

ty, than a hundred missionaries, employed as most missionaries now are, would ac-

complish in a century." Christian Examiner, Vol. 1—pp. 190, 191.
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the work of spreading the blessings of Christianity through

the earth ? And where is the place in which Jesus Christ

or his Apostles have said, or intimated, that a different

method was to be pursued in propagating his religion when

miracles should cease ? And who can believe that they

intended that the benevolent work should be continued till

it is completed, and that such a change in the method of

proceeding would be indispensable, and yet not an intima-

tion of it is to be found, in the discourses of the Saviour,

or in the writings of the Apostles ?

Nor is this the only radical mistake involved in your ob-

jection. It implies, if it has any force, that miracles have

a direct and certain efficacy in the conversion of men.

How, then, was it that the great body of the Israelites who
passed through the Red Sea, and stood at the foot of Si-

nai, and witnessed Jehovah's continual wonders in the wil-

derness, remained in unbelief ? How was it that the cities in

which most of the Saviour's mighty works were done, incur-

red a heavier doom than Sodom and Gomorrah ? How is it

that miracles are never again to be wrought in effecting the

accomplishment of God's gracious designs respecting this re-

bellious w^orld .'' The truth is, miracles never were the di-

rect instrument in the conversion of men. They were, in

fact, and were intended to be, to those in whose presence

they were wrought, precisely w^hat they are to us who are

furnished with undoubted evidence of their having been

wrought, viz. an attestation to the divine commission of the

Prophets and Apostles, whose instructions were delivered

orally to the first converts to Christianity, and have been

transmitted to us in the holy Scriptures ; by which instruc-

tions, accompanied with the efficacious grace of the Spirit,

converts were made in Apostolic times, and are to be made
in all ages of the world. And these instructions, sanction-

ed by the very attestation which sanctioned them when first

2
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delivered, we have in our hands ; and may employ, in en-

lightening and saving the nations, just as they were employ-

ed by the Apostles.

The objection is, then, of no validity ; and the evidence

of the facts to which I have adverted remains unimpaired,

and direct, and conclusive ; evincing, that it is the will of

Jesus Christ, and the direction of his inspired Apostles,

that, in labouring for the temporal and spiritual improve-

ment of the idolatrous and barbarous nations, we make it

our primary object to Christianize them.

2. And now, let us look, secondly, at the testimony offacts

that have taken place since the times of the Apostles. And

here, I will pass over the various efforts that have been

made in other ages for the spread of Christianity, and di-

rect your attention, at once, to the benevolent exertions of

the present day. And this I do, not because the ages which

succeeded the Apostles, down to the present, furnish no facts

to my purpose. All the facts which they present, at all

applicable to the subject, are directly to my purpose.* But

we have not time for so extended an examination. And, of

the experience of uninspired men, that must be most valua-

ble to us, which has been had in the very circumstances in

which we wish to be instructed how to proceed. And this,

too, is, emphatically, the age of missionary effort ; and,

I add without the fear of being contradicted by any man
who has knowledge on the subject, of missionary success.

* The venerable eliot has been adduced as a witness in favonr of the plan of
proceeding against which the argument is here directed, inasmuch as he formed the

Indians, among whom he laboured with such Apostolic zeal and success, into a little

community, and gave them a simple institute of civil polity, and had them taught vari-

ous domestic and mechanic arts. See the Sermon before this Society in 1S23. Bui
to make the example in point, the advocates for first civilizing the Indians, should
shew, that Eliot deferred efforts to instruct them in the Christian religion till af-
ter they were in a measure civilized. But this they can never do. While in-

structing them in domestic and mechanic arts, he was every day preaching to tham;
and using other means to bring them under the transforming influence of Christian doc-
trines. This was always his primary object. And so it was with Brainard, and
the Mayhews, and all others, who, in the last and preceding centuries, laboured so
successfully to reform and Christianize tlie North American Indiaiis.
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In no age since the Apostles, have such exertions been made,

and in none has so much been effected, in spreading the

Gospel through the earth. The standard of the cross has

been planted in every clime, and on every shore. Hun-

dreds of thousands of children and adults have been

brought under Christian instruction. Thousands and tens

of thousands of souls have, hopefully, been born again,

among pagan and barbarous nations. Whole countries have

cast away their idols, and received Jehovah as their God.

And of a whole people, who were, within the memory of

some of us, sunk in the lowest depths of barbarism and

idolatry, it is declared, by the very best authority, that

they are now the most thoroughly Christian of any entire

nation on the earth.* What, then, is the testimony of this

age on the subject before us .''

In answering the question, I am compelled to express my
unfeigned regret, that 1 cannot adduce the results of any ex-

periments made by the advocates of the first of the plans

we are examining. They have said much about the want

of wisdom, and the waste of zeal and treasure and lives, in

those who have been aiming directly at Christianizing the

nations. But no one of them has yet been found having

the practical, matter-of-fact benevolence, to renounce the

pleasures of country and of home, and take his life in his

hand, and go forth to some barbarous nation, and exhibit

the folly of the plan of proceeding he condemns, by shew-

* See letters of the deputation of the London Missionary Society—Messrs.

Tyreman and Bennett, from the Society Islands. " A nation of pilferers," they

say, "have become eminently trust-worthy. A people, formerly universally addict-

ed to lasciviousness, have become modest and virtuous in the highest degree. Those

who, a few years ago, despised all forms of religion except their own horrid and

cruel superstitions, have universally declared in favour of Christianity ; study dili-

gently those parts of the Christian Scriptures which have been translated, ask earn-

estly for more, and appear conscientiously to regulate themselves by the sacred or-

acles." A similar revolution, much more rapid and nearly as complete, has been

effected by the blessing of God on the American mission at the Sandv^ich Islands ;

and results equally delightful are fast producing, by the same means, among the

Cherokee and Choctaw nations of Indians, and among various other, civilized and

uncivilized, Heathens.
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ing, in actual results, the superior wisdom of his own.

Now we say, in the sincerity of our hearts, we do exceed-

ingly regret this. For we should love to witness the be-

nevolent acts, as well as to read the benevolent effusions, of

these men. We should love to have them brought out

from the uncertainties of speculation about their favourite

scheme, into the region of sober fact. And we should love,

in this discussion, to give, honestly and fairly, the results of

their labours. But this they have not enabled us to do :

and we must content ourselves with examining the experi-

ments that have been made by others.

And in doing this, we might refer to the history of mis-

sions carried on of late years, by any or all of the differ"

ent denominations of evangelical Christians ; and from all

we should receive the same unequivocal and decisive testi-

mony. I shall direct your attention, however, to the mis-

sions of but a single denomination,—the Moravians. And
this I shall do, chiefly, for two reasons : j^rsi, because their

efforts for the propagation of Christianity have been made,

for the most part, among savages in the very lowest state

of degradation, where no allowance can be required for

any preparation in their previous condition ; and, secondly,

because, it is agreed, on all hands, that they have been the

most judicious and successful of all the supporters of mod-

ern missions. Says a decided advocate of the views

opposed in this discourse, " Of all who have attempted to

teach Christianity to barbarous and savage nations, the Mo-

ravian brethren may fairly be placed at the head."* " They

have, more than any other proselytizing institution or divi-

sion of Christians, united wisdom with their pious earnest-

ness to convert the Heathen." f What, then, has been the

course pursued by the Moravians ? and what is the testi-

mony of their experience on the subject before us ?

* Edinburgh Review—Vol. 21, page 66. f Do.—Vol. 8, page 437.
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They began their missions to the Heathen in 1732 : and,

though a very small denomination, with exceedingly limit-

ed pecuniary resources, in 1822, they had, in various Hea-

then countries, more than thirty settlements, in which were

employed about an hundred and sixty missionaries, having

the care of more than twenty-eight thousand converts.* These

settlements are in Greenland, in North and South America,

in the West Indies, in Tartary, Persia, and Egypt, in the

Islands of the Indian ocean, and in southern Africa. And
in all of them, you will see well-organized and happy com-

munities ;—the filthy Hottentot and Greenlander, exhibit-

ing the decencies of civilized life—the roving savage of

America divested of his irregular habits and his barbarous

cruelty ; all furnishing a beautiful exemplification of the

morality and the spirit of genuine Christianity.

And now by what process have these delightful results

been produced ? A certain philosophical traveller,! hav-

ing visited their stations in South Africa, and being delight-

ed with the visible effects of their labours, without observ-

ing or inquiring in what manner they were prosecuted, set

himself to speculate on the principles from which such

results must have originated ; and, upon his return to his

native country, published to the world that " the Moravi-

ans, instead of preaching to the natives the mysterious parts

of the Gospel, instructed them in useful and industrious

habits ; instead of building a church, they erected a store-

house. And their labours were crowned with complete

success." This testimony was eagerly caught up by a cer-

tain distinguished periodical, and held forth to the public

as convincing evidence, that the only way to effect the

eventual conversion of pagan and barbarous nations is first

to civilize them. | But the Moravians themselves, whom
the reviewer meant to compliment, ''felt themselves insult-

* United Brethrens' Missionary Intelligencer, 1822, page 3. f Barrow.
X Edinburgh Review, Vol. 8—page 432.
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ed by his eulogium, and were the first to come forward

and deny his assertions."* And no one at all acquainted

with the history of their missions needs be told, that his

statements were utterly without foundation. They have al-

ways acted on the directly opposite system. They have,

indeed, carried with them, among the savage tribes to whom
they have gone, the arts and usages of civilized life ; and

these they have recommended, by their example, and, to

some extent, by their instructions. But this has always

been with them a secondary object ; their principal efforts,

wherever they go in the prosecution of their benevolent

work, being, at once and continually, directed to the com-

munication of the knowledge and the sanctifying power of

Christian truth.

The first question is, therefore, decided by the word of

God, and by the continued testimony of his providence

and his grace. If we would successfully employ our instru-

mentality in extending among the idolatrous nations of the

earth the temporal and spiritual blessings which we enjoy,

we must make it our direct and primary object to Christian-

ize them.

II. We proceed to inquire, secondly, in endeavouring to

Christianize the nations of the earth, what method shall we
pursue ? SHALL WE TEACH THEM, AT FIRST, ONLY THE

SIMPLER AND MORE GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF OUR RELIG-

ION ? OR SHALL WE, AT ONCE, PRESENT AND URGE UPON

THEIR ACCEPTANCE ITS MOST SUBLIME AND DISTINCTIVE

TRUTHS .''f

On this point, also, you are aware that directly opposite

opinions have been advanced and advocated, by persons pro-

fessing the same desire to see the blessed influences of Chris-

tianity universally diffused. On the one hand, it is maintain-

ed, that missionaries ought to bring out at once, and continu-

* Memoirs of John Urquhart, Vol. 1—page 93. f Tho reasoning under this

Lead is, throughout, as applicable to civilized aa to uncivilized Heathen.
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ally to make most prominent, in their instructions to the

Heathen, and to urge upon their attention with tender and

persevering earnestness, the great peculiarities of the Chris-

tian system, the incarnation of the Son of God, the propi-

tiation made in his blood for the sins of the world, the lost

condition of unrenewed men, the necessity of their renova-

tion by the Holy Spirit, and the endless happiness or mise-

ry depending on the character formed in the present life.

On the other hand it is contended, that those who are la-

bouring for the conversion of the Heathen, will be "far

more likely to promote among them the cause of religion

and virtue, if, instead of inculcating these mysterious doc-

trines, they would enforce on the attention of their hearers

those divine precepts which embody the principles of a

morality the purest and most perfect the world has ever

known."* A radical mistake, it has been alledged, in the

conductors of modern missions has been, that, " instead of

adapting instruction to the capacity and powers of compre-

hension of the ignorant Heathen,—nay, instead even of

teaching them ' which be the first principles of the oracles

of God,' they commenced with inculcating those sublime

doctrines which the most cultivated minds must be expand-

ed to comprehend, and made the belief of profound myste-

ries the first requisite ;" " while others, still more incon-

sistently, introduced the abstruse dogmas of metaphysical

theology, which puzzle the intellect, instead of the simple

and intelligible moral precepts of the Gospel, which have a

reforming and purifying influence on the temper and con-

duct."!

Which of these directly opposite views is correct ?

In answering the question, we appeal, as before, not to a

priori reasonings, but to facts.

I. And we again refer you, j^rsf, to the example of the

* Memoirs of TJrquhart, Vol. 1—page 84. f Sermon preached before this Socielv
in 1823, bj Thaddeus Mason Harris, D. D., page 11.
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Apostles. Their efforts for the conversion of the Heathen

were, every w^here, attended with immediate and most won-

derful success. And this result, we have seen, was effected,

not by the direct instrumentality of the miracles they

wrought, but of the religious truths which they inculca-

ted, and which we are to inculcate, among the nations.

In what order and method, then, did they inculcate the

Christian doctrines ? The Apostle of the Gentiles shall

answer. " The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek

after wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified ; unto the

Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness
;

but unto them which are called both Jews and Greeks,

Christ, the power of God, and the wisdom of God.'''' " When
I came to you, I came not with excellency of speech, or of

wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God : for I

determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus

Christ, and him crucified." " God forbid that I should

glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." This

most successful propagater of Christianity among Pagan

nations, acting under the infallible guidance of the Holy
Spirit, made the atonement accomplished by the humiliation

and death of the Son of God, wherever he went, the grand

and prominent subject of his instructions. And so did all

the Apostles. And in doing this, they were, and were in-

tended by the Spirit who guided them to be, models for

all propagaters of Christianity among the nations to the

end of the world. What more direct and convincing; evi-

dence can be desired that, if we would secure the blessingr

of God to give efficacy to our efforts for the conversion of

the Heathen, we must make the atonement of Christ the

great and prominent subject of our instructions ?

2. And now look again, secondly, at the testimony fur-

nished by the history of modern missions. And here, too, I

might refer you to the experience of any, or of all the de-
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nominations of evangelical Christians who have, of late

years, been actively eng;aged in sending the Gospel to the

Heathen, and present you with the same unequivocal and

decisive testimony. But, as before, I shall direct your at-

tention only to the Moravians. And this I shall do, not on-

ly for the reasons stated in the former instance, but also for

the additional one, that, of both the methods of procedure

now under examination, these devoted servants of Christ

have made a thorough trial.

Their second mission was established in Greenland, in 1 733.*

And for a series of years, using at the same time every

means to gain the confidence and affection of the savages

around them, they were most assiduous in teaching them
only such truths of the Christian system as are commonly
regarded as of a preliminary nature,—the being and char-

acter of God, the creation of the world, the fall of man,

and the requirements of the divine law. And what was the

effect of this, apparently, most rational mode of proceed-

ing, pursued with a fidelity and a patience which will never

be surpassed ? " Shew us," their auditors would say, " the

God you describe, then we will believe in him, and serve

him. You represent him as so great that we cannot come

near him, neither will he trouble himself about us. We
have prayed to him when we were sick, or had nothing to

eat, but he heard us not. What you say of him, therefore,

we think, is not true ; or, if you know him better than we
do, then do ye, by your prayers, obtain for us plenty of

food, health of body, and a dry house ; for these are all the

things we either desire, or want. We have healthy souls

already ; we need nothing but a sound body, and enough to

eat. You are a different kind of people from us. In your

country, perhaps, persons may have diseased souls : we
have proof of this, indeed, in those who come hither ;

they are good for nothing ; they may, therefore, stand in

* Their first mission, to St, Thomas in the West Indies, had been commenced
rn the preceding year.
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need of a Saviour and a physician for the soul. Your heav-

en and your spiritual pleasures may be good enough for

you ; but they would be tiresome to us. We must have

seals, and birds, and fishes ; these we shall not find in your

heaven ; and therefore we will leave it to you, and the

worthless part of the Greenlanders. As for us, we will go

down to Torngarsuck ; there we shall find abundance of

every thing, without toil or trouble."* " If the missiona-

ries tarried more than one night with them, they employed

every species of art to entice them to their wanton, disso-

lute practices ; and when they failed in this, they endeav-

oured to weary and provoke them, by mocking and mim-

icking their reading, singing, praying, or by accompanying

these sacred exercises with their hideous howling, or the

beat of their drums. They took occasion, from their ex-

ternal poverty, to ridicule them with the keenest sarcasms ;

and if the Brethren replied, that they did not come to

Greenland for the sake of outward advantages, as good eat-

ing and drinking, but to teach them the will of God and

the way to heaven, they taunted them, saying, ' Fine fel-

lows, indeed, to be our teachers ! We know very well,

ye yourselves are ignorant, and must learn your lesson from

others.' All this rudeness the Brethren bore with patience,

meekness, and serenity : but the savages, instead of being

softened by their gentle behaviour, were only encouraged

to abuse them the more. They pelted them with stones,

seized many of their goods, and shattered them to pieces.

Nay, they were so cruel as to attempt to spoil their boat,

or to drive it out to sea, which would have deprived them

of their chief means of subsistence. And they even, with

naked knives in their hands, threatened their lives." f

At length, in 1738, five years after the commencement of

their labours, there was a providential occurrence, destined

* Brown's History of Missions, Vol. 1—page 305. t Do. Vol. 1—page 303.
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to have a most important influence, not only on this mis-

sion, but on the conversion of the Heathen throughout the

world. Some Southlanders happened to visit the Brethren,

as one of them was writing out a fair copy of a translation

of the Gospel. They were curious to know what was in

the book ; and, on hearing read the history of Christ's ag-

ony in the garden, one of the savages, named Kaiarnak,

stepped up to the table, and in an earnest, affecting manner,

said, ' How was that ? Tell me it once more, for I also

would fain be saved.' These words, the like of which the

missionary had never heard from the lips of a Greenlander,

penetrated his whole soul, so that the tears rolled down his

cheeks, while he gave an account of the life and death of

Christ, and of the plan of salvation through him ; descri-

bing, with more than ordinary force and energy, his suffer-

ings in the garden and on the cross. The savages listened

with fixed attention ; and some of them requested that they

might be taught to pray : and when the missionaries did

pray with them, they frequently repeated their expressions,

that so they might not forget them. And, on leaving, they

said they would come again, and hear of these things. And
from that period, Kaiarnak made frequent visits to the

Brethren, and at length took up his residence with them :

and, after about a year, giving satisfactory evidence of a

work of grace on his heart, he was received into the Church.

As yet, however, the missionaries had made no definite

change in their method of instructing the people. And
soon, Kaiarnak left them, to return to his countrymen in

the South. After about a year's absence, he returned, to

their' unspeakable joy ; bringing with him a brother and

his family ; and saying, that all he had heard from the mis-

sionaries he had made known to his countrymen ; that he

had endeavoured, while absent, to hold communion with

the Saviour ; and that he should never leave the Brethren

again.
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The missionaries now began to perceive the import of

the dealings of God's providence and grace with them in

the case of this individual. And the result was, a deliber-

ate determination to make a material change in their man-

ner of instructing the savages around them. From this

period, 1740, they directed the attention of all to whom
they could get access, " in the first instance, to Christ Je-

sus,—to his incarnation, his life, and especially his suffer-

ings and death." And, immediately, was this method of

instruction followed with signal and extended success. " It

illuminated the darkened understandings " of the misera-

ble objects of their benevolent exertions, " melted their stub-

born hearts, and kindled in their cold icy breasts the flame

of spii'itual life."*

Nor was this new mode of instruction confined to the

Greenlanders. Similar views in relation to the relative

importance of Christian doctrines had, about the same

time, by some remarkable circumstances, been impressed on

the minds of the Brethren at home, f The missionaries in

Greenland gave speedy information of the change in their

method of instruction, with its causes and efifects. And
the same method of proceeding was forthwith adopted in

all the Moravian missions ; and has, in all of ihem, been

ever since pursued, with the same instructive and happy
results. And now, the recorded testimony of these indefat-

igable and most successful labourers in converting the Hea-

then, is, that " experience has taught them, that little is ef-

fected by beginning," in attempting to propagate Chris-

* This account of the Greenland mission is abridged from Brown's History of
Missions, Vol. 1.—pp. 309—320.

t These circumstances are narrated in Cranz's History of the Brethren. They
occurred at Hurrnhut, the principal residence of the Moravians, in 1734. From
that period they have, in their discourses and in their devotional exercises, dwelt,
much more than they had previously done, on the person and redemption of Christ,
" especially the merits of his holy incarnation, life, passion and death, for reconcil-
iation, and the sanctification of the human soul and body in all the circumstances
of life, as their comfort and example." Cranz, § 120. See also the Liturgy and
Hymns of the United Brethren, which every where exhibit this peculiar feature.
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tianity among Pagans, " with the principles of natural relig-

ion, as the existence of God, the perfections of his nature,

or the duties of morality, in order to prepare them for re-

ceiving the Gospel :" and that, " after many years trial, in

different countries, and imder every variety of circumstan-

ces, they have found, that the simple testimony of the suf-

ferings and death of Christ, delivered by a missionary pos-

sessed of an experienced sense of his love, is the most cer-

tain and the most effectual method of converting the Hea-

then."*"

And now listen to the individual testimony of one of

their most remarkable converts. He was a North Ameri-

can Indian. When the missionary came to his tribe " he

was," says the history, ''• the greatest drunkard in the whole

town ; he was quite outrageous in sin, and had even rendered

himself a cripple by his debaucheries." But soon he was

remarkably and permanently changed. '•' The drunkard

had learned to be sober ; and the man, who was as savage

as a bear, had become mild and peaceful as a lamb. He af-

terwards gave the Brethren the following simple " and in-

structive " account of his conversion. " I," said he, " have

been a heathen, and have grown old among the heathen
;

therefore I know how the heathen think. Once a preach-

er came, and began to tell us that there was a God. We
answered him, saying, ' Dost thou think us so ignorant as

not to know that } Go back to the place from whence thou

camest.' Then another preacher came to us, and began to

say, 'You must not steal, nor lie, nor get drunk.' To him
we answered, ' Thou fool ; dost thou think that we do not

know that .'' Learn first thyself, and then teach thy own
* Brown's History of Missions, Vol. 2—pp. 107, 1C9. " It is proper, however,

to remark," the historian adds, " that, though the Brethren make the death of
Christ the grand subject of their preaching among the Heathen, they by no means
confine their instructions to this particular point. There is no part of divine truth
whether of a doctrinal or practical nature, but what they endeavour, by degrees, to
instil into the minds of their converts."
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people to leave off these practices ; for who steal, or lie,

or are more drunken, than the white men ?' Thus we dis-

missed him. After some time brother Rauch * came into

my hut, and sat down by me. He then spoke to me as fol-

lows :
' I am come to you in the name of the Lord of heav-

en and earth. He sends to let you know that he will make
you happy, and deliver you from that misery in which you
at present lie. For this purpose He became a man, gave

his life a ransom, and shed his blood for you.' When he

had finished his discourse, he lay down upon a board, fa-

tigued by his journey, and fell into a sound sleep. I then

thought, ' What kind of a man is this ? There he sleeps.

I might kill him, and throw him into the wood, and who
would regard it ? But this gives him no care or concern.'

At the same time, I could not forget his words. They
constantly recurred to my mind. Even when I slept, I

dreamed of that blood which Christ shed for us. I found

this to be something diiferent from what I ever heard be-

fore; and I interpreted brother Rauch's words to the oth-

er Indians. Thus, through the grace of God, an awaken-

ing began among us. Brethren^ preach Christ our Saviour,

and his sufferings and death, if you would have your words to

gain entrance among the heathen." f

I, surely, need not add another word. The position is

demonstrated. The only effectual way to attempt the con-

version of the Heathen is, at once, to preach to them, and

urge upon their acceptance, the distinguishing doctrines of

the Gospel, especially the incarnation of the Son of God,

and his vicarious sufferings and death. This, and this

alone, will illuminate their darkened understandings, melt

their stubborn hearts, and kindle in their icy breasts the

flame of spiritual life, and bring them to the enjoyment of

the substantial blessings of civilization and true religion.

* Christian Henry Rauch, the Moravian Missionary who had been instrumental

in his conversion,

t Browji's History of Missions, Vol. 1—pp. 396, 397.
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We see, then, brethren of this Society, what is our duty

in the discharge of the sacred trust committed to us. We
must employ, and send forth, to our destitute settlements,

and to the Indian tribes, such missionaries, and only such,

as have learned by experience, the deep moral ruin of the

human race, and the subduing and transforming efficacy of

redeeming love ; and, with hearts full of compassion for

their perishing fellow-men and of zeal for the glory of

Christ in their salvation, will, at once and continually,

with the tenderest affection and at any sacrifice, endeavour

to bring those to whom we send them to know and feel the

power of the simple testimony of the dying of the Lord

Jesus as the propitiation for our sins. If we persevere in

this course, we shall obey the instructions of the providence

and the word of God ; we shall be faithful to the trust

committed to us ; we shall essentially contribute to the sal-

vation and civilization of men. If we pursue a different

course, we shall disregard the unequivocal directions of the

providence and the word of God ; we shall be unfaithful

to the trust reposed in us by those who contributed the

funds committed to our care ; we shall bestow our labours

in vain.

The Lord give us grace to be faithful ; and to pursue

the course which he approves, and will attend with his ef-

fectual blessing.
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