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"Independently of the practical value of the book, and it* is

really and extensively valuable, it is one of the most amusing the

reader will meet with in a thousand, complete and unique, embra-

cing every possible subject that can bo connected with the Horse."
—Monthly Magazine.

" On the whole we have derived much amusement as well as in-

struction from the perusal of this little work ; and recommend it

to the attention of all horse-masters as illustrative of a very im-

portant, though little heeded position, that good management and
complete subjection are not inconsistent with the great principles

of mildness and humanity."

—

The Farmer''s Journal*

** As well as a practical book on the subject, it has also a con-

stant bearing on that of morality and, in some degree, of amuse-
ment; as reading is now become universal among the labouring

classes, we should recommend this small and practical work to be

put into the hands of grooms, and of those servants who are in-

trusted with the care of horses."

—

Sporting Magazine.
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PREFACE.

\

Methinks I hear certain of my readers exclaim,

^*What tcct iterum Crispinus !—more on the well-

worn subject of the horse, from this prosing and argu-

mentative old man !"—The act is indeed committed :

but, for the last time—new editions ofold books except-

ed. The size of the present will not be alarming ; and if

much novelty cannot be expected on the subject, yet

that subject and all others, of necessity, vary so much

with times and circumstances, as to authorise further

attempts at public utihty. Moreover, somewhat must

be conceded to an old author, on the score of remind-

ing his patrons the public, of his former labours. The

object of this little book, a galloway or poney in size,

is to form a convenient manual for the use of the hith-

erto uninitiated, who may have neither inclination nor

leisure to ride the great horse in larger volumes ; or

whose other indispensable avocations may have pre-

cluded them from the opportunity of obtaining practi-

cal information on a subject, certainly of great and

every day importance in this country.

The difficulty of obtaining good, safe, and useful hor-

ses, for any purpose, always sufficiently great, even in

this country, has been of late years infinitely enhanced,

the causes of which will be apparent in these pages

;

and if the author cannot guarantee his readers on the

main point, long habits have enabled him to render the

service next in importance, that of tendering the need-

ful practical cautions. It will be acknowledged on all

A 2
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hands, that such cautions had never before any thing

equal to the present necessity : and in contemplation

of the old idea, of " perils by land, and perils by water,"

the former appear greatly, at any rate in frequency, to

overtop the latter. The author trusts he has omitted

nothing of utility or importance, in those branches of

his subject on which he has undertaken to treat.

It being demanded of an eminent politician and
grammarian of the last century, by the Commissioners

of the Income Tax, " how he lived ?" he replied, " by
begging, borrowing, and stealing !" Should it be de-

manded of me, " how I have composed my book ?" my
reply would be, " from my own knowledge, by begging

and borrowing :" the latter occasionally from my for-

mer writings ; and whenever from those of others, it

will be found always accompanied with due acknow-
ledgment. I have freely collected from any source

that presented, whatever I deemed useful.
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horse shoe.

THE HORSE.

SECTION 1.

Of all quadrupeds subdued and domesticated by the

hand of man, the horse stands preeminent, as the most in-

telligent and generous, and of the most various and indis-

pensable use. He is susceptible of any lesson inculcating

Ibe duties required of him ; he is sensible of kind and fair

treatment, and will make a grateful return ; he is sociable

and playful. The horse, the speediest of all domesticated

animals, perhaps of all animals, imparts that speed to us,

by bearing us upon his back in his full career, and giving

us a celerity and extent of locomotion to which we could

not possibly attain independent of his aid. Harnassed to

the carriage, we experience from him similar services, in

which he ministers, in the highest degree, to our ease and
comfort. He is our great and indispensable ally in war.

His share in the culture of the earth, that first of all human
concerns, the provision of sustenance for man and beast,

is of vital importance ; and his services in all human trans-

actions branch into an innumerable variety. He both

promotes our highest degree of luxury, and painfully toils

through the lowest and severest drudgery. In fine, afler a

life of ceaseless and laborious exertion, his carcass is

sold for the support of other animals, and his hide is in con-

stant request for various important branches of manufac-

ture. Surely this noble quadruped, in the first place, on
the score of his being endowed by nature with feelings sim-

ilar to our own, and in the next, from a regard to his

c
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manifold and indispensable services, richly merits that jus-

lice, consideration, and compassion from man, which it is

most lamentable and disgraceful he does not experience.

Indigenous Breed and Improvements of this Country,

Little is known of the indigenous breed of horses in

these islands, but that they were comparatively small in

size, and so to express it, of a wild unaltered form
;
yet,

on the Invasion by the Romans, Caesar found the British

horses regularly harnessed to the war-chariots. It is,

however, certain that we began to import at a very early

period ; and that our improvement, not only of the horse,

but of all other domestic animals, now beyond possible

competition, superior to that of all other countries, has re-

sulted, in the first instance, from constant periodical im-

portations. Thus the best breeding stock of every kind

has been selected from all, even tfie most distant regions
;

and the result has been, that the selections here introduc-

ed and denizened have invariably, in consequence of our

skill, industry, ihe feeding and incrassating nature of our

gramineous soil, and the mildness of our climate, far ex-

ceeded the originals introduced, in size, form and every

valuable property. The domestication and care of animals

have immemorially, been a prime and favourite object of

pursuit with the people of this country ; and improvement
had made, particularly in size, considerable progress, as

early as the reigns of our Saxon and Norman Kings.

Some export of English bred, as well as a constant import

of foreign horses, had then taken place. The fine silken-

haired and delicate courser of the South East, and the

jennet of Spain were subsequently introduced ; the war-

horse from Germany, the heavy draught-horse from Bel-

gium and the Low Countries :—such is the foundation on
which the supereminent and incomparable breed of En-
glish horses has been reared.

In the reigns of Henry the Seventh and Eighth, and on

the cessation of the long continued distractions resulting

from the contest between the two Roses, government show-
ed a particular anxiety to promote and extend the breeding

of horses ; but by arbitrary regulations and restrictions, not

well calculated to answer the ends pro[>osed. The ancient

prohibition to export horses, particularly stallions, was

continued ; which, the writer has been informed, remains

yet upon our statute book ; although, from its antiquity and

impolicy, it has long since remained a dead letter. In the

reitrns of Elizabeth and James, a considerable number of

writers appeared on the subject of the horse and of farriery,

then sty]ed ferriery, derived, in probability, from the Latin,

ferrum iron, of which the horse-shoe is made. These wri-

ters evince that, however rude the art in their days, it had

been practised with general attention and perseverance

in times long antecedent. Blundeville, the earliest now
known, and one of the ablest of them, describes the ge-

nerality of English horses in the reign of Elizabeth, as

either weak or sturdy jades, adapted only to draught ; with

however some, indeed very creditable exceptions. As an ex-

ample, he states the fact of a horse having travelled for a

wager, four score miles within the day. The ambition of

improvement had then become so universally diffused, that

even the carters were very nice in their choice of horses.

The great breeders of the country, according to Blun-

deville had long been accustomed to import the following

races for th^stud : " The Turk, the Barbarian, the Sardi-

nian, the Neapolitan, the Jennet of Spain, the Hungarian,

the high Almaine (German), the Friezeland, the Flanders,

and the Irish Hobby.*' Nevertheless, in those days, horses

could not have been very numerous in England, since the

queen experienced the utmost difficulty in mounting two

or three thousand cavalry.

Throughout these early periods, as in modern times,

riding on horseback, and trying the speed of their horses,

was peculiarly an English diversion. The country sports

of hunting and hawking are of a very ancient date ; and

our old chronicles furnish us with accounts of the con-

stant diversions in Smoothjield (Smithfield), then an exten-

sive plain, where the citizens of London matched and

raced their horses, the superior orders joining with the

citizens in these sporting competitions. The peculiar En-

glish system of breeding the horse, essentially and usefully

different from that of any other country in Europe, had an

early commencement ; but, as might well be expected, was

confined to the superior, chiefly to the sporting classes.

This system has been gradually and progressively im-
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proved to the late times ; during which we have produced

specimens in every variety of the animal, bordering on at-

tainable perfection : such however, it mwst be acknowledg-

ed, have been, even in our latest and most vaunted periods,

rar<B aves, sufficiently scarce ; and our numbers of scienti-

fic and judicious breeders have at no period formed the

majority. The average, however, of English horses, has

possessed a fair proportion of the English principle.

Hence, their constant demand for foreign studs.

This national principle of horse-breeding, consists in

matching the horse and mare, in respect to size, substance,

blood, and a certain conventional symmetry, so as to obtain

aform in thefoal, in which may subsist a union of strength

and ability for labour, with the powers of activity, and
speedy progression. We proceed on the principle that, gene-

rally, and subject to the natural and unavoidable dilemma

of exception, * like produces like.' So said, and so found,

that renowned cattle breeder Bakewell who modernized

the ancient adage, " most commonlie, such sire and
damme, such colt.

"

As we imported foreign horses, invariably improving

upon those models, so we originally imported the art of

farriery and veterinary science from the schools of Italy

and France, improving upon those likewise. In the early

periods above quoted, the farriers of note and the rid-

ing-masters in England, were generally Italian or French.

Those, indeed, were sufficiently barbarous and unenlight-

ened ; our native artists inconceivably so, when the length

of time is considered through which their art had been in

universal practice in all its branches. The number of old

farrying and veterinary writers was great ; indeed, certain

of them of eminent classical attainments, through the

names even, of few have reached our days. Dr. Johnson
has somewhefe remarked on the vast number of writers of

that class, who published in the reign of James the First.

The subsequent course of improvement seems to have been
confined to the saddle-horse, to the racer, hunter, and

hack ; at least, with respect to symmetry and activity, with

some exception in favour of the cart-horse. The improve-

ment our coach, troop-horses, and chargers, was in idea,

and in its actual commencement about sixty years since,

when the generality of them were of a gross, heavy, and

inactive breed. And the present writer well remembers

Sir Robert Rich's heavy plug-tailed dragoon horses, with

his formidable black drummers, and also the stage-coach

horses of similar description, a set of which travelled gal-

lantly, with ajee-who-it ! and a crack of the whip, full fifty

miles betwen six a. m., and eight p. m. But he suspects

the present Lord Mayor of London (Venables, 1828) in

one of his merry stories at the Mansion House, must have

made a chronological mistake in the account of liis travel

from Maidstone, at the above slow rate, so lately as 1780,

with the facetious additions of taking leave of friends at

the set out. Those laughable incidents belong to a much

earlier period ; for, if the present writer, in the attempt to

detect an error, does not himself stumble into one, he, in

1773, travelled from Colchester to London, between the

hours of eight and four, on the box of the four o'clock

coach then lately set up, drawn by four hunting-like

horses, in the highest condition, and ready to jump out of

their harness. Now, it is not very probable, that Maid-

stone, still nearer to the metropolis, should be so far behind

Colchester in their travelling rate.

The attempt to grow bread corn enough to suffice our

vastly increased and increasing population, has long since

caused the discontinuance of various former articles of cul-

ture, for which we consequently have become an importing

country. Among other imports, that of heavy draught

horses from Belgium and from various parts of the conti-

nent, has increased greatly of late years ; not as formerly,

for the almost only purpose of breeding stock, but for im-

mediate labour. Our military horses, with the exception

of a few chargers, are probably, most of them, bred in this

country, from continental stallions. A few coach horses

are imported for harness ;
scarcely ever any number of

hacks for use, worthy of mention. Ponies, that is to say,

those which are email enough to challenge a real title to

that name, are obtained in the Scottish Highlands and the

Isles ; for the breed of those dwarfs of the genus in Wales,

with some exceptions, has long since been reduced within

very narrow limits on a comparison with former times.

c 2
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SECTION II.

The equine or Horse genus in this country, is divided
and subdivided into a number of species and varieties of
quality and nomenclature. For example, the Racer or
RUNNING HORSE, the COCK-TAIL RACER, the HUNTER, HACK,
HACKNEY ROAD-HORSE Or CHAPMAn's HORSE, the COB, the
lady's horse or pad, the coach and chariot horse,
GIG-HORSE, CHARGER and TROOP HORSE, the SLOW DRAUGHT
or CART and drayhorse. In sporting language, the term
HORSE indicates one uncut, or a stallion. Gelding has ever
been a common and familiar term. A horse below thir-

teen hands (four inches to a hand) in height, is styled a
poney

; above that height, and below fourteen hands, a
galloway. Fashion, however, rules the roast in all things,

and of la,te it has become the ton to nick-name galloways,
and almost sized horses, ponies, quasi pets ; and I have
lately heard Tattersall himself announce from the pulpit, a
poney for sale, which bordered very nearly on fourteen
hands. The word or term has also been, of late years, cur-
tailed, as I humbly conceive, of its fair orthographical pro-
portion. It is now spelled pony, a literal abridgment in-

troduced, in all probability, according, to my observation,

by that celebrated journal the Times, by way of the lauda-
ble economy of a single letter in an advertisement. The
term entire horse, for horse or stallion, may perhaps be
about ten or seven years of age. It has not hitherto had
much currency, being deemed a cockneyism by the gene-
rality of sportsmen and horsemen. The cob, a denomina-
tion perhaps of twenty years standing, refers to a truss,

short legged-nag, able to carry weight. The pack-horse
has long since disappeared from among us, perhaps entire-

ly, by virtue of the great modern improvements in roads
and carriages. The cocktail, a new term in the slang of
the inferior turf, indicates a racer not thorough bred. The
WELTER HORSE, a term of long standing, but of unknown
derivation, points to either racer or hunter, master of the
highest weight. The designation thojjoigh bred belongs
to the racer of pure Arabian or Barb blood ; and the term
is likewise applicable to the horses of other nations of the
South East, as will be hereafter elucidated. A nag, in

which the show of blood predominates, is styled hloodlike,

or a blood-horse. The degrees of blood in an English

horse are thus expressed, half bred, three parts, and seven

eighths bred, which last term probably, 1 supplied. The
first, or half bred, being the produce of a racer and a com-
mon mare, or vice versa, (the last cross not so frequent, nor

deemed so successful) ; the second of the racer and half

bred, and the third of the racer and the three part bred

mare. This last may, and has raced capitally, as in the

case of the Yorkshire black horse. Old Sampson, which
about four score years since beat all England. Several

other similar examples of successful seven eighths bred ra-

cers, have occurred at various periods. Perhaps no instance

has ever occurred, of a three part bred horse saving his dis-

tance in running two miles with thorough bred racers.

The horse and mare, in course of nature, are capable of
procreation at a very early age, but not with the prospect

of their best produce. The rule in this case necessarily

depends on the convenience of the breeder; the procrea-

tive faculty, with both horse and mare, remains to a very

late period of their lives, more especially with the horse,

some individuals having been successtbl stock getters at

upwards of thirty years of age. Four years is generally

the earliest period, whether for horse or mare. Indeed,

unless from particular circumstances, the mare is seldom
put to the horse, until she has passed some years of labour,

or has become accidentally incapable of it. It is probable

that the excessive labour which they endure in this country,

styled by foreigners * the hell of horses,' has curtailed their

length of days ; and that under more favourable circum-
stances, both their nge and their services might be greatly

prolonged. The writer, some years since, saw at Dulwich
two geldings, the one forty-eiirht, the other fifly-four years

of age, both of them capable of performing some light daily

labour, the properly of his friend, the late Edward Brown,
Esq., who had Ijoth their portraits. Racing and cart colts

are put to light labour at three, and even two years old ;

but saddle and quick draught horses are incapable, that is

to say with safety, of the usual labour until five years ofage.

From the excessive and cruel system of labour adopted,

against all feeling and conscience, in this country, horses

are torn to pieces before their tenth year ; and if they miss
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the benefit of slaughter, they seldom survive their twen-
tieth.

The conventional form of the horse, as to the great es-

sentials, may be held referable to every variety ; for exam-
ple, the head should be lean, argutum caput, neither long

nor short, and set on with somewhat of a curve ; the throp-

ple loose and open ; the neck not reversed (cock-throp-

pledj, but rather arched ; the loins wide and substantial,

more especially should the back be long ; the tail not

drooping, but nearly on a level with the spine ; the hinder

quarters well spread, as a support to the loins, and as a se-

curity against the approach to each other of the pasterns in

progression, whence results cutting them with the hoofs

;

the hinder legs should descend straight, laterally from the

hocks, as a preventive to the defect styled sickle-houghed

or hammed ; at the same time, the curve from the hock
should be to the degree, that the feet may be placed suffi-

ciently forward to prop the loins, and that the horse may
not be said to leave his legs behind him ; the muscles of

the THIGH and fore arm should be solid and full, though

some horses are heavy and overdone by nature in those

parts. The horse, of whatever description, should not be

leggy, and of the extremes, short legs are surely preferable.

The canon or leg-bone, below the knee, should not be

long, but of good substance, and the pasterns and feet of a

size to accord witli the size of the horse ; the hoof dark,

feet and frog tough, heel wide and open ; the fore feet

should stand perfectly level, the toe pointing forward in a

right line, else the horse will knock or * cut in the speed,'

however wide his chest ; in plain terms, he will either

strike and wound his pasterns, or his legs immediately be-

low the knees, or both ; the feet standing even, the horse

being equal to his work, will seldom, perhaps never,

knock or cut, however near the hoof may approach. A
full, clear, azure eye.

Such are the requisites of form, whether for the racer or

cart horse. For the hack, hunter, or racer, there are

certain other requisities of form and quality ; the chief of

which to be quoted are the deep, backward-declining, and

as it is called, the counter or coulter shoulder, well elevated

forehand, deep girthing place, with sufficient racing blood

to give lightness, action, and fineness of hair and skin.

%

This description applies with perfect aptitude to the hunter,

which should have moreover great strength of loin and fillet,

and should not be high upon the leg. Nor is any addition

necessary for the running-horse, but greater general length,

which is the usual result of full or thorough blood. As to

our coach horses, such is the modern rage for speed, that

our mails and stages may well be said to consist, in a consi-

derable degree, of racers and hunters ; and our private

coaches of hunting-like horses on a lame scale.

In regard to the natural and peculiar form of the slow

draught horse, he carries his substance in a round, full, and
horizontal mode ; his chest is wide and full ; his shoulder

rather round and bluff' than deep, and its summit, the apex
or top ofthe forehand, not high and acute, but wide. Such
form seems best adapted to the collar, and to enable the ani-

mal to draw, propel, or move forward, heavy weights ; we
nevertheless, daily see numbers of first-rate draught horses

with deep flat shoulders. It used to be held, that a low
shoulder facilitated draught ; and such was the form of the

old Suflx)lk sorrel cart horses, the truest and most forceful

pullers ever yet known ; they were the only breed, collec-

tively, that would draw dead pulls, that is to say, would
continue repeated pulls, going down upon their knees at an
immovable object ; for example, a tree. This, draught horses

in general, even the most powerful and the best, as the

writer has witnessed, cannot be brought to do, with what-
ever severity ; at the second or third pull, gibbing, as it is

called, and turning their heads, as if to point with their

eyes, towards their failing loins. Such was the rage in

former days, among the Suffolk farmers' men, for wagering
on this sport of dead pulls, that many valuable teams of
horses were annually strained and ruined thereby. This,

in all probability, was the chief cause, that so extremely
active and valuable a breed was relinquished. Sixty years

since considerable progress was making in Suffolk, to

cross their breed with Yorkshire horses, still adhering to

the chestnut colour ; and between the last twenty and thirty

years, only several solitary individuals of the old breed re-

mained. The new Suffblks have proved a long, heavy,

leggy, dull looking breed, yet useful ; more resemhling in

form and size probably the Cleveland bays than any other.

The present Norfolk breed of cart horses bears resem-
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blance in size and activity to the old Suffolk ; but the for-

mer are not celebrated for drawing dead pulls. It used to

be matter of question with the knowing ones whether draw-
ing with those extraordinary and vain repetitions, were a
natural qualification, consequent on the peculiar form of
the Suffolk horse, or whether it were the mere result of
training to that habit ?

To speak of the COLOURS of these animals to the unini-

tiated, who are ambitious of describing things by their

proper technical stable names, here foUoweth the horse-

man's and sportsman's phraseology in the case, in which
by the by, mirabile dictu, we have yet no novelty or addi-

tion. The colours of horses are thus expressed

—

black,
WHITE

; GREY, DAPPLED GREY, IRON GREY, FLEA-BITTEN
GREY

; red^ nutmeg, and Wmcroan ; strawbkkky
; bald,

face whited ; pyebald (spotted) ; dun ; chestnut, light

and dark ; brown, light and dark ; bay, light bright, or yel-

low. Sorrel is an obsolete Suffolk term for deep chestnut.

The AGE of the horse is discoverable on a general view,

by the freshness or deadness of his hair, and its inter-

mixture with grey, and by the hollowness and sinking in

the orbits of his eyes ; with precision, by the marks in his

mouth which continue to rising, namely, coming eight years
of age

; beyond which period nothing relative can be deter-

mined, but on conjecture. The length of his teeth, their

edges standing more outward, by which aged horses are
apt to bite and wound their lips in mastication ; or if

short, their foulness and dingy colour, are signs of old age
in apparent degrees. Nature has allowed the horse forty

teeth, twenty-four grinders, double teeth, twelve/ore teeth,

and four tushes, which last standing in the corners of the
mouth, are peculiar to the horse, being seldom found with
the mare ; or if found, scarcely to be distinguished by the
finger. The front teeth or gatherers are flat and smooth

;

the back jaw teeth or grinders, twelve above, and twelve be-
low, are strong, double, and with sharp edges, until smooth-
ed by old age and use. The tushes are detached from the
back teeth ; the first, orfoaVs teeth, are tangible in a few
months, twelve in number, above and below ; they are re-

markably white and small, not unlike the human fore teeth

;

and when mixed in the colt's mouth with those which suc-

ceed, size renders then plainly distinguishable. In some,

the foal's teeth remain several months after the appearance

of the adult or horse's teeth. Generally the four middle-

most foal's teeth, two above and two below, are cast at be-

tween two and three years of age, and their successors

being complete, the colt or filly is deemed three years of

age. At three years and a half, four additional foal teeth

are cast on each side the nippers, gatherers, or middle

teeth. The two middle teeth, above and below, full

grown, indicate the age offour years ; the tushes appearing

nearly at the same time, occasionally rather earlier or

later, they are then small, curved, and their summits en-

circled by a sharp edge, which becomes blunted in age
;

the inside of the tusk is somewhat grooved, hollow, and ra-

ther flat. The horsedealing fraud of extracting the foal's

teeth, in order to cause a premature appearance of the

adult, and to pass the horse for a four year old, may be de-

tected by the absence of the tushes, which should appear at

that period.

On the approach to, and at the age of five years, when
the horse has nearly attained the prime of life, his corner

teeth begin to appear ; at first, level with the gums and fill-

ed with flesh in their centre ; the tushes also, increased

in size, though not yet large, are somewhat rough and

sharp. The corner teeth are remarkable, as more fleshy

within th:m the middle, or front teeth, which reach their

full growth in two or three weeks ; whereas the corner

teeth jrrow more leisurely, and are ditterent from the fore

ones, in that they resemble a shell, thence, by horsemen,

they are styled at that period, shelly ; the shell, or mark
teeth. In the process of growth, the shell, with these teeth,

gradually disappears, leaving a vacuum. At six years old,

this vacuum or hollowness begins to fill up, and the first

fleshy substance becomes a brownisfh or dark spot, the

3IARK, resembling the eye of a bean, continuing in that

state, until the seventh year, but gradually filling up, and

the mark becomincr Ijcrhter in colour. The 3Iark being

filled up, the horse's mouth is said to ha full. He is styled

aged. At eight years old, the mark, in general, is entirely

obliterate. Some few, particularly certain foreign horses,

forming an exception, and carrying the mark in their

mouths until their tenth year. The gross and fraudful cru-

elty of imposing upon a colt the appearance of age, by ex-
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trading the foal's teeth, as above shown, ought, on detec-

tion, to ruin the character of the miscreant dealer ;
also

that of forging the semblance of youth in the aged, which

is performed by hollowing the teeth with a graver, and

burning a counterfeit mark with a small iron. Long teeth

are also filed down to hide age ; by which the wretched

animal becomes unable to chew his food. Alas ! no addi-

tional period of labour is required to fill to the brim, their

cup of horror and misery.

.!

SECTION III.—Breeding.

The ceremony of introduction of the horse to the mare

is well known, in all its particular tactics, by our stable, par-

ticularly our country people. In the stud it is usual, pre-

viously, to try young or uncertain mares with an ordinary

stallion, styled a teasevy that the superior may not be fatigu-

ed, or have his vigour exhausted. Mares known to be

quiet and thoroughly ready, are offered to the horses with

their legs at liberty, and only held by the head ;
otherwise

they are hoppled, or their legs tackled. Such is perhaps

universally held a sufficient precaution ; but it has not al-

ways proved so ; and fatal accidents have occasionally oc-

curred, from headstrong and determined mares plunging vi-

olently, and getting their hinder legs at liberty, or throw-

ing themselves down. Stallions, at different periods, have

been killed outright, in this way, from kicks on the testes,

or havintr their legs broken. To couple accidents togeth-

er, though arising from different causes, a racing stallion

was lost, some years since, by being put, with a full sto-

mach, to a mare. The violence of the action caused a

rupture of the intestines. Many years past, and immedi-

ately after a fatal accident which came to his knowledge,

the present writer recommended the security of leathern

straps, attached to posts fixed in the ground, in which straps

the legs and fetlocks of the mare might be confined all

fours ; a railing to be placed on each side, as with the

leaping-bar. To those who slight a precaution of this

kind, the author begs leave to propose a question :—how

would they relish and digest the loss of a horse, worth a

couple ofthousands, by a sudden stroke, some fine sunshiny

morning ? The stallion not being overburdened with work,
the mare is customarily covered twice, and is again present-

ed to the horse at her period of nine days, when, if she be
stinted, she will refuse him. It has occasionally happened
that, a mare not taking by the first horse, is tried with ano-
ther, whence the uncertainty in some racing pedigrees

;

the case of that of the highfamed Eclipse, the dam of which
was said to have been covered both by Shakspeare and
Marsk, as I was informed by Col. O'Kelly's old groom,
who had the care of Eclipse. Barren mares are generally
horsing throughout the season, and never refuse the horse

:

as we are assured on high authority, " the barren womb is

never satisfied." Should a mare in this predicament be
thorough shaped, not old, and of capital pedigree, that to

obtain stock from her might be highly desirable, there
might be some probability of remedy, in the course of turn-
ing her abroad during the succeeding full twelve months.
The motive is obvious, [t is the concern of the mare's pro-
prietor that she be not put to a stallion exhausted by co-
vering too many mares in a day.

With the exception of racing, and stallions and mares of
a superior class, both stallion and broodmare may be put
to their accustomed labour ; that of the mare particularly

being moderate, and further reduced as her burden becomes
apparent and heavy. The stallion, however, should never
cover during labour, but in the morning after rest. Acci-
dents are too frequent from the neglect of this humane
and profitable precaution, in respect to the mare ; more
especially in the case of twins, from the weight of which
the mare will often appear dull and sleepy, with a tempora-
ry loss of appetite. A cart mare of mine, thoughtlessly re-
tained too late in work, cast remarkably fine and large
twin colt foals. In the case of twins, one of them (the
strongest) may be easily brought up by hand, on cow's
milk ;

in which mode, the old racers. Cade, Milksop, and
others since, were nurtured, having lost their dams. Ad-
ministering drugs to the mare which has stolen a leap, in

order to procure abortion, is an act of cruelty, and often
permanently injurious to her constitution ; the attempt to

effect it by manual operation, detestable.

The term of gestation with the mare is variable ; from
D
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eleven months and odd days, to three hundred and sixty-

, three days, which latter number, I suppose, may be deemed

the utmost. She is supposed to carry her first foal longer

than the succeeding, and to go longer with a colt than with

a filly. She brings forth in a standing position ; seldom in

the day time, but by night, or early in the morning. The
mare is perhaps liable to as little labour or error in partu-

rition as any female whatever. In case of an exception,

timely recourse should be had to some one skilful in the

practice of animal obstetrics. The approach of parturi-

tion is indicated a few days previous, by the swelling of

the udder, the appearance of milk, the swollen state of the

matrix, and the thrusting out of the tail. At this period,

the mare should be watched night and day, lest by her

choosing an improper place in which to bring forth, her

produce may be lost ; a risk which the author in former

days, imprudently, more than once, incurred. In cold,

wet, and bad weather, it is far more safe, and consistent

with the preservation of health, both of the dam and foal,

for her to be taken within doors, to bring forth in a roomy

outhouse.

To common, or chance-medley breeders, whose mares

take the risk of heaths and wilds, and thence have been

immemorially liable to casualties from ditch, drain, bog, or

other dangerous places, wherein the fruit of twelve months'

expectation of their proprietors may be foundered in an

instant, a few words of caution will not be superfluous. In

the first place, the mare's reckoning should be most punc-

tually attended to ; and at the eleventh month, beyond

which there is no certainty, she should be sedulously watch-

ed, or taken to a place of safety. Having foaled success-

fully, the next care is to provide her with the best and

most succulent pasturage, without which the growth of the

foal will be nipped in the bud, and rendered subsequently

defective, from the inferior quantity and poor quality of

the mare's milk. This care at the commencement is in-

dispensible to the profit of even breeders of the inferior

class, who rear stock, either for use or sale, at the least

possible expense. Indeed, breeding horses, or any of our

domestic animals, to a profitable purpose, is an undertaking

dependent on a variety of observances and precautions ;

among which it is not of the least consequence, to keep in

a regular memorandum-book the exact dates when the fe-

male, of whatever species, received the male ; an impor-

tant item, which has been too often trusted to memory and

hearsay.

Yorkshire, Durham, and Northumberland, the Northern

and Midland Counties, have been immemorially our chief

breeding districts ; the former for saddle and coach cattle,

the latter for heavy draught and troop horses. Racers

are bred in both North and South ; and, generally, horse-

breeding in certain degrees enters into the rural system of

all counties. The breed o(foresters, a. small, but useful

species ofthe galloway and poney size, is greatly decreased,

or nearly extinct. The culture of waste lands, and the im-

mensely increased demand for coach and sized nags, has

been the cause. The New Forest, half a century since,

used to turn out, annually, a great number of the former

description, well bred and extremely useful ; and upon
Tiptree Heath, in Essex, some good tough hacks were
bred, many of them out of Norway mares.

SECTION IV.—The Stuh.

To establish this upon a considerable scale, and in the

first style of adaptation and convenience of every kind, the

country chosen should be dry, hilly, and irregular, the soil

calcareous, with sweet herbage, and good water in abun-
dance. A suflicient shelter of timber is advantao-eous.

The breeding and rearing of racers, hunters, and hacks,

are here contemplated. There are, perhaps, many parts

in South Wales, in which these purposes would be well an-
swered. A number of well and high fenced paddocks
and inclosures, commensurate with the extent of the stud,

will, in course, be understood ; as also of sheds in those
inclosures, for shelterinjx the stock in winter or unfavour-
able weather. From the nature of a soil and situation

similar to the above, a correspondent eflect may be ra-

tionally expected, on the feet, limbs, and tendinous system
of the horses bred ; whilst a clear and elastic air will be
equally productive of beneficial efl^ects to their wind and
animal spirits. Ample and separated yard room and sta-
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bling, with outhouses, and every convenience for the stor-

ing of provender, will, in conformity, not be neglected ; to

add, for form sake, a convenient residence for the stud

groom and his boys and assistants.

To digress a few words in this place, on the immense
studs of the ancients, in the original breeding countries of

Asia and Africa, from the waste and unappropriated state

of their lands

—

Herodotus writes of royal breeding studs,

each to the amount of sixteen thousand mares and four

hundred stallions. The vast multitudes of these animals

which, in a wild state, roam over the almost boundless

continent of South America, and the southernmost borders

of the North, originating in a few stallions and mares ex-

ported thither by the Spaniards, two or three centuries

since, have rendered them of little or no worth, but for

their hides ; and Captain Ashe, in his amusing and instruc-

tive travels, quotes the price of horses about the year 1810,

in Louisiana, in any number, at a guinea a head, though
he describes them as a breed not to be excelled in the

world. It seems that, sometime previously, and before tho

Spaniards had parted with that country to the United
States, a dollar was the price of a horse, and half a dollar

that of an ox or cow ! Horses are in plenty in the
United States of North America, and the breed more
imilar to the English, in form and activity, though per-

haps generally smaller, and many of their hacks are am-
blers, or running trotters.

Returning to the English stud, and describing it as in-

tended to be complete at all points, the necessity might bo
presumed of an adjoining farm, sufficient in extent to pro-

duce the requisite quantities of corn, straw, hay, artificial

grasses, and roots. At any rate, the stud should be join-

ed by land enough, on which might be cultivated the need-

ful quantities of lucerne for soiling ; and, should the soil

be sufficiently deep, of carrots ; an indispensable article in

this concern, for autumnal and early spring use. Our
chief breeding establishments of first sized heavy dray and
cart horses, chiefly for the metropolitan market are found

in rich and deep grassy soils ; since the same full bite, is

required for these, to rear them up to their utmost size and
bulk, as is indispensable for the same purpose, in the large

varieties of horned cattle and sheep.

The PHRASEOLOGY of the stud, as regards the animals,

runs thus

—

stallion, sire, brood-mare, dam, foal, colt,

FILLY, full brother, BROTHER IN BLOOD. This last term

indicates an indentity of blood on both sides, but not of

individual sire and dam. The young stock retain the

names of colt or filly, until nearly approaching their fifth

year, when they assume the ap[)ellation of horse, gelding,

or mare. Tlie novel dandy term, entire horse, has been

noted ; we have lately observed in print the term female
brought into stabular use.

The chief preliminary considerations to breeding are, the

species required, choice of stallion and mare and the season

of putting them together. De Grey, an old English writer in-

sisted on the preference due to autumn, for reasons scarce-

.ly worth recapitulation at this period, unless from necessity

with a favourite mare. The spring is always chosen, and it

matters not how early, with those breeders who can do-

dend on early pasturage. The radical error in our gene-

ral breeding system is, that the form and size of the stal-

lion alone is particularly attended to, whilst the form and
aptitude of the mare is little considered. Hence proba-

bly, the cause of our notorious and constant scarcity of

thorough shaped horses, in order to produce such, it

would seem that there is a necessity for a just symmetry
and proportion in both horse and mare ; at least, as far as

regards the most important points, which have been alrea-

dy discussed. At any rate, with regard to those, that

-which is deficient in one should be made up by tlie other.

In breeding hacks, that is to say, road horses, recourse is

generally had to racing stallions, to such as have a show of
blood, or trotters, as in Norfolk. These generally cover

at one to five guineas. The opposite modes, with regard
to expense in breeding horses, have been noted. In the

racing studs, and perhaps in all, where high form and size,

for sale, are the objects, the brood mares and foals are
allowed corn. In the common breeding system, the pur-

pose being to obtain stock at the least possible cost, the

mares and foals shift through spring and summer, wherever
they can find a bite of grass ; and during winter, in the

straw-yard upon that provender, with the addition perhaps
of a portion of ordinary hay. Carrots would be a vast help
to breeders of this description, and the only person, who,

D 2
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it may be supposed, would profit by such economy, are
farmers not solicitous about figure in their teams.
The best market for brood mares, whether in regard to

price or quality, will be found in the London Repositories,
during the months of September and October. All des-
criptions, one perhaps excepted, may then and there be met
with, and many of good age, prematurely worked down, in
that real hell of horses, our flying stage v/ork. Such mares,
turned off for the winter, well kept with hay and carrots,
and well sheltered in dry straw-yards and sheds abroad,
their constitutions being sound, will be in the best possible
state for breeding in the spring. The exception above re-
fers to draught horses of the first size and class, mares of
which are seldom seen in London, but must be sought in
the Midland Counties and Lincolnshire.

To commence with the particular incidents of the breed-
ing system,—should the mare have foaled successfully
abroad, in a well sheltered pasture, her milk appearing co-
pious and fluent and the weather favourable, she may be
suffered to remain, requiring nothing further than daily in-

spection and her allowance of corn^ if such should be be-
stowed. On the other hand, should her milk be obstructed
and fail, either from cold caught or other cause, she should
be immediately taken up to the house, and enticed to lie

down upon a large and deep littered bed of fresh straw,
and every method taken to comfort her, and to encourage
the secretion of milk. To promote this end, as much
warm mild ale should be allowed, as she will drink ; or if

she refuse it, she may be drenched with a couple of quarts,

to be repeated as may appear necessary : her food being
the finest and most fragrant hay, sweet grains, with mashes
of corn and pollard. In cases o^ chill and great weakness,
the old well known article, cordial ball, may be given in
warm ale. Should, however, the case be inflammatory,
from previous high condition and fullness of blood, cordial
ball and all stimulants should be strictly avoided, and the
regimen confined to warm water and gruel in as copious
quantities as can be administered. Should further mea-
sures of similar tendency be indicated, a mild solution of
Glauber's or Epsom Salts, (10 or 12 oz. in a pail of warm
water,) may be given, which she may be induced to drink

by being kept short of water. A moderate quantity of

blood may be drawn, should the symptoms plainly demand

it, not otherwise. Daily walking exercise abroad, the mare

being clothed if necessary, should succeed, until she be

suflicicntly recovered to be returned to her pasture. Du-

ring the inability of the mare to give suck, the foal must

be sustained on cow'smilk. This alien milk will generally

disorder and gripe the foal, for which, the best remrjdy ig

two or three tea spoonsful of rhubarb in powder, with an

equal quantity of magnesia, in warm gruel. This medicine

should be given to the foals of labouring mares, which are

often giiped by sucking pent milk. The disorder arising

from wet and cold, a table spoonful each, of the best bran-

dy and syrup of white poppies, may be given several times.

Mares that come early, and in bad weather, should inva-

riably be brought to the house to foal.

Foals run abroad with their dams until autumn ; ifweak-

ly, their weaning should be deferred as late as possible.

It has boon before observed that, in the racing studs, and

those wlicre first-rate stock is the object, the foals are corn-

fed, from their earliest inclination to it. It should have

been observed that geldings are not to be admitted among
tlie brood mares, as by leaping them, or harassing them

about, abortion may be occasioned. Foals should be han-

dled at the earliest period, and as soon as possible accus-

tomed to be led with the halter. Castration is usually

performed at two years old ; but with the thin and low

crested, should be deferred until the latest convenient pe-

riod. Spading of mares has been long since out of prac-

tice. The present writer, many years ago, successfully

revived the ancient practice of Docking the sucking foal at

a month old, an operation which may then be performed

with a sharp knife, is attended with trifling pain, and no

risk ; whereas, both the pain and the danger of the opera-

tion on adults, are considerable. The colts and fillies,

after being weaned, and the mares becoming dry, may
again associate through the winter, and until the approach-

ing parturition of the mares demand another separation

:

the next is that necessary one of the colts from the fillies.
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SECTION v.—Of the Stallion.

In the common breeding system, it has already been

said that he, as well as the mare, may be put to his accus-

tomed labour ; and in former days, there were some in-

stances, that of old Babram a remarkable one, of racing

stallions, whilst in training, covered mares, and yet running

with their usual success. But generally, both stallions and

brood mares, in all capital studs, are restricted to their pro-

per business of breedinsr, and the mare receives the horse

annually, as lung as she retains the power of conception.

Previously to the establishment of the racing system in

this country, which has been the foundation of so many and

great improvements in our national breed of horses, it was

the custom to turn a stallion loose in the pasture, among a

certain number of mares, generally twenty, whence a num-

ber of accidents must have occurred, and the powers of the

stallion have been by no means economized. We mocV-

erns have been too much inclined to run into the other ex-

treme, by suffering stallions to cover so many mares in a

day, that from the exhausted nature of the horse, many
mares miss, and those which succeed can scarcely be ex-

pected to bring other than a weak and puny, or ill-formed

progeny. Here we have anotiier obvious reason for the

great number of ordinary and ill-shaped horses, which are

annually bred in a country renowned beyond all others,

for its breed of those indispensible animals. The golden

rule is this

—

a horse should never he put to serve a greater

number of mares in a day, than he can serve with vigour.

We address this, however, to the proprietor of the mare,

with an ancient adage at the tail of it, sipopulus i^uU deci-

pi, decipiatur, which, being interpreted, means, if people

choose to be humbugged, let them. In the common way,

no horse should be suffered to cover, when faint and ex-

hausted by his day's labour.

The stallion of the regular stud is kept throughout the

year, in the highest condition ; and should be allowed as

mucli of the iieaviest and best oats, as he can eat with an

appetite, and as his digestive powers are able to subdue

and convert into nourishment.—Experience has discovered

a necessity for this ; at the same time, it should be remem-

bered, that the horse is an animal peculiarly liable to in-

testinal accumulation ; and a stallion being thus full fed

throughout the year, his intestine:' will necessarily be over-

loaded, and his blood incrassated and heated above the

standard of real health. Hence it a[>pear3 reasonable,

though probably seldom practised, that he might be greatly

beneiitted and his powers renovated, by two or three mild

purges, previous to the commencement of the covering

season, even in the midst of that season should the horse

become heated and faint, his bowels confined, with loss

of appetite, dullness, and want of vigour, no time will be

lost hy allowing him a few days, in which a mild purge

may be exhibited. The purging salts may sometimes

be sufficient in this case. A due attention to cleanliness

should not be overlooked. A stallion frequently gets a

wound or excoriation, or the part becomes foul, when

he is quiet and will permit it, ablution will be of great

benefit and comfort, and the excoriations should be touch-

ed with tincture of myrrh, or a saturnine lotion. A
famous raciug stallion of former days died in conse-

quence of a mortification in his sheath, occasioned en-

tirely by uncleanness and neglect. The feet also of some

Lave been so totally neglected, that they have become un-

able to wp.lk ; the case of the far-famed Eclipse, which from

tliat inability, made his last journey in a carriage purposely

constructed. The toes of these horses should be kept

short, ;he foet regularly pared from excrescences, and df-

ten ('Upplcd with water ; nor should walking exercise and

airiflj^t: abroad be neglected. Immediately after the cover-

ing season, the stallion should be soiled with fine fresh-cut

natural grass, lucerne or melibot.

There are certain external and visible defects in the horse

and mr.re, which may be, and often are propagated. The
chief of these are splents, spavins, round and gourdy legs,

subject to grease and running thrushes ; crooked hams,

thick, ill-shai)ed and ill-set heads, imperfect eyes. Good
or evil quilities likewise, are propagated, and it is not ad-

visable to breed from a restiff horse or mare. Saltram, by

Eclipse, a horf^e which ran at Newmarket when blind,

communicated that defect to his progeny ; among others,

to Sir Charles Bunbury's Whiskey, which being blind him-

self, got scarcely any foals that retained their sight. Astl>

matic or broken winded mares, with few exceptions, are
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barren ; but age need be no bar to the sound and healthy

mare, since good stock has been produced by the aged of
both sexes ; although the period between five and ten years
must be deemed the most favourable. In the year 1821,
the singular fact occurred in Wales, of a mare producing
fcwir colt foals at a birth, all black.

SECTION VI.—Colt Breaking.

Reducing the colt to obedience, teaching him his duties,

and rendering him steady in his paces, these indispensable

operations are signified by the old and well known term
breaking. This, with racers, is occasionally performed at

a year old ; but generally, colts arc taken in hand, at rising,

that is to say, coming three years old. Their joints have
at that period become somewhat knit, and their powers
consolidated, enabling them to bear the weight of the rider

and the necessary exertions. The strange barbarity of
Devonshire horse-breakinjr, twenty years ago, is justly re-

probated in the "Generar Treatise on Cattle," the author
having been an eyewitnese, and miul*^ his report to the late

Sir Lawrence Palk, the proprietor of tlie victim, who pro-

mised his influence for the correction of such a vice, which,

it appeared, was of ancient standing, and then general in

those parts. It seemed that horses w ere there customarily

end frequently suffered to run wild until five years old, wheo
being, in course, obstinate and intractable, it was the cus-

tom to beat them with clubs on their shin bones, even while

in the stable and quiet, by way of a memento of gentleness

and docility, when they should get abroad. Such was the

treatment the author witnessed towards a fine five year old

mare, the poor animal enduring her sufiering with a pati-

ence and stoutness of heart, really admirable ; and when
the witness expressed his surprise and abhorrence, probably

in no very gentle or measured terms, he was answered,

that such was the custom of the country !

The colt-tackle for breaking, with the large and mild

bit, need no description. The whole of this furniture must
be left to the direction of the breaker, and no one can be
au fait at the business, but a regular, steady, and experi-

enced man, whose first and most important qualification is

unwearied patience; the next, undaunted courage, joined

to that indescribable quality which some men naturally pos-

sess, of being attractive to animals, and ai once loved and
feared by them. Here we have the true domitor equorum,
or a tamer of horses. The best horse in nature may have
his value infinitely depreciated by imperfect breaking ; for

example, his temper insufticiently subdued au\ regulated,

his mouth spoiled, and his paces confused and run one into

the other. Such is too often the case with the nags of in-

ferior and uninformed breeders ; hence another cause for

the number of raw, ill-taught, and inferior nags. In most
of our counties are to be found capable colt breaker

; more
especially in the vicinity of our great breeding stirjs. As
has been already observed, accustoming foals to be landled

from the teat, stabled, haltered, led, and treated faniliarly

and kindly, greatly facilitate the first processes of break-

ing. The colt taken up and rendered familiar with the

stable a while, may, in the next instance, be led aboutin a
halter and made steady in hand. The next process i* to

bit and caparison him with his full tackle ; the saddle liv-

ing a cross, or something elevated upon it, in order to ac-

custom him to a rider. He is shortly after lunged arounl

a circle, held by the breaker, who stands, whip in hand, ii

the centre. Backing follows in a few days. When colta

are first taken to the stable, it is by no means safe to leave

them tied up by night, so many accidents have happened
from their getting halter-cast. The late Sir Charles Bun-
bury lost in this way one of the finest three years olds he
ever bred ; as I recollect, full brother to Smolensko, and
for which he had refused nearly two thousand guineas.

The colt showing great stubbornness and aversion, whe-
ther to be tackled or mounted, or kicking and plunging
and refusing to go forward, the only remedy is patience ju-

diciously mixed with severity ; the latter by no means to bo
overdone, from the probable apprehension of either too

much cowing his spirit, or rendering him incurably dei»-

perate and restilf. Nothing could be more injudicious as

well as dangerous, than the ancient practice of " taming
colts,'' as it was called, by riding them full speed over deep-

ly ploughed lands. Their young and ductile sinews may
thence receive irreparable injury, their spirit be too much
depressed or rendered desperate. Should fatigue be re-
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quired to subdue them, the pace should be moderate over

level ground, and the exercise daily continued to a suffici-

ent, but not an immoderate extent. The nag being sub-

dued and docile, the two next objects are to instruct him in

his paces and accustom him to the road. The commence-

ment is, in course, with the walk and slow trot, and giving

the nag a good mouth, neither obdurate, nor too tender, but

such as wil! endure a pull when necessary ; in fine, mak-

ing him a^ood *• snaffle bridle horse." The excessive ten-

derness a/id delicacy of mouth, given to horses educated

for milit?ry purposes, do not so well befit those intended

for any other. A speedier trot, canter, and gallop follow

all natiral paces ; but each of which, the horse must be

accustomed to perform steadily, on the intimation of his

rider, and without shuffling the one into the other. It will

soon appear whether the colt be naturally inclined to the

trot and to excel in it ; but should that be apparent, the

colt should never be pushed forward to any excess, from

thf risk of an injury to his joints. A graceful canter

sbuld be encouraged, commencing with the proper or off

1^ foremost, and the nag accustomed to be pulled up from

tie canter to the trot, without unsightly and unpleasant

plundering. The same of the gallop, which, like the trot,

should not be pushed to speed, with colts. The lessons

should not be too long or fatiguing, but the young ani-

mal kept in as cheerful and easy a state as possible. The

utmost care is necessary in his first shoeing, that he be not

treated roughly, and that he be as little alarmed as possible.

There subsists a perfect analogy of temperament and

disposition between these most important animals, and

their lords and masters and their ladies and mistresses.

Some few are naturally of so kind a disposition, and so do-

cile, that they require nothing more than mild treatment,

plain and patient lessons ;
others, though of a high and

resentful temper, may yet be reduced to perfect obedience,

by time and unwearied exertion under the guidance ofcom-

mon sense : but there are a few others, those far too many,

which the devil himself, in the guise of a horse breaker,

would be utterly unable to tame ; those, the heritage of

which is restifness, a vice which, though temporarily sub-

dued by excess of severity, will never fail throughout life to

reappear on a proper occasion ; and no one more proper

i

than the subtle brute being conscious of a fearful rider.

Great is the pity, that it cannot be afforded to knock these
on the head at once. Many broken limbs and lost lives

might thence have been saved. The case of shying should
be particularly attended to by the breaker. It arises from
three causes ; actual fear, skittishness, and roguery. The
more racing blood a horse has, the less he is subject to this

infirmity or vice. The only remedy in the case is, hold
hard and be quiet. As to the whip and spur, and the silly

checking a really fearful horse with a sharp curb, as though
the intent were to break his jaw bone, it is truly a noodling,

unthinking, as well as cruel f)ractice. It is, in fact, an ex-
cellent recipe to advance the nag in the noble accomplish-
ments of shying and starting, since, in association with the

object, he naturally expects the whip and spur.

With affected shyers, some severity may be necessary.

These chaps generally fix upon some f)articular shying but

:

for example, I recollect having, at different periods, three
hacks, all very powerful ; the one made choice of a wind-
mill for the object or but, the other a tilled waggon, and
the last a pig led in a string. I was once placed in a very
dangerous predicament by this last, on a road filled with
carriages. It so happened, however, that I rode the two
former when amiss from a violent cold, and they then paid
no more attention to either windmills or tilted waggons,
than to any other objects, convincing me that their shying,

when in health and spirits, was pure affectation. It is a
thing seldom, perhaps never, thought of or attended to,

which however detracts nothing from its consequence, to

accustom colts, during their breaking, to all the chief ob-
jects of terror, which occasion the vice of shying. After
a colt shall have been a considerable time in hand, and his

education nearly finished, should he be a careless and blun-
dering goer, not sufficiently bending his knees, he should
be frequently, but with great care, (beware broken knees,)
exercised daily in a slow trot, over rousrh and uneven roads.
To connect vices with their anomalies together, I once

had a fine hunting mare, an incorrigible biter ; as a proof
of which, before she came into my possession, but I was
unapprised of it, she had killed a stable boy ; yet her biting

was entirely confined to the stable, nor did she ever show

i.i
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either that or any other kind of vice abroad, riding perfect-

ly quiet*

Ur

SECTION VII.

The usual time for castration has already been pointed

out ; to which may be added that, such operation on the

horse is in no country so universal as in I3ritain and Ire-

land. Indeed, the alleged cruelty of the practice is an old

theme of reproach upon us. The operation, it must be

acknowledged, is painful and barbarous ;
but it may well

be questioned, whether its pains are not counterbalanced

to the victim, by the future avoidance of those occasioned

annually, by retention and unsatisfied passion. It would

beside be most dangerous, indeed impractible to keep all

stallions in a country where such immense numbers of

horses are in use, and so many must stand together

;

though it seems the general opinion that a stallion is capa-

ble of greater labour than a gelding. Nicking, or seve-

ring the joints of a horse's tail, in order that a callus may

be formed, and keeping the tail drawn up by a pulley for

days together, the animal in the mean time kept in con-

stant torture, all this for compelling him, against nature,

to carry his tail cocked upwards or thrust out— is an abo-

mination, an old fashioned cruelty, practised for no useful

purpose of common sense, and has rationally and fortu-

nately for our national character, been many years on the

decline, especially since bred horses or those with much

blood, have been used upon the road, and the broom, or

racing tail, has become fashionable. CRorri:D horses

likewise are, comparatively with former times, now seldom

seen. It is another needless cruelty which merits disuse,

leaving the internal ear unguarded and exposed.

Trimming and shoeing remain to con)plete the nag for

his services. As to the former, the long hairs around the

eyes are pulled, and those upon the nose and lips, cut with

scissars. The hair in the ears, and beneath the chin and

jowl, according to ancient custom, are yet, by too many

proprietors, thoughtlessly permitted to be singed with a

lighted candle, to the great terror of most horses, and tho

necessity of barbarous usage. To these parts the scissars

only should be invariably used, the hair of the ears being

clipped exactly even with their margins, and left otherwise

untouched, as a defence against cold and the intrusion of

external objects. The mane is pulled with the fingers,

which horses seem to bear without pain, a proper quantity

of it being left to hang hghtly and smoothly on the otf

(right) side of the neck ; at the upper extremity of which,

it is shorn close, to admit the headstall of the bridle, leav-

ing, detached from the mane, the foretop, which is cut to

reach a little down the forehead, beneath the front of the

bridle. The tail of the saddle horse is cut of a middling

length, long and full tails being seldom seen in England,
excepting perhaps on some hw ladies' pads and on milita-

ry horses.

The heels are trimmed close, with comb and scissars,

seldom any tuft of hair being left as formerly ; but hair is

generally left on the heels and legs of cart horses. Ponies

and galloways are sometimes hogged, which is to say,

their manes are cut so as to stand erect like the bristles of
a horr.

Breaking and training the DRAi^GHT HORSE is a matter

of far less complexity and difficulty, than are experienced

with those destined to the saddle. A cart colt may, and
probably most are, put to work early ; for example, at two
years old, granting the work be very moderate and the

treatment gentle. It is necessary that this species, as

well as the other, have a good mouth given them ; and
when first put to work, care should be taken that the col-

lar and harness be not rough and hard, to chafe and gall

the skin of the animal yet unaccustomed to such incum-
brance. In fact, the draught horse, whether for quick or

slow draught, being fast boTiiid to obedience by his har-

ness, learns his duty and receives his education chiefly from
his partners. I have elsewhere, and often, endeavoured to

inculcate the utility of accustoming the colt to take his

.

turn in any part of the draught, either before or in the

shafts ; and, at all events, to teach him to back at command,
and the signal of holding up the whip in his front. This
last very important point seems to be too generally neglect-

ed, ifwe are to judge from the trouble and abuse daily and
every whore witnessed in the case.
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To the short plu^ tails of former days, by which our cart

horses were left without their natural defence against tho

flies, a far better and more rational fashion has succeeded.

Draught horses are now allowed a somewhat long switch,

which we also see upon many of the fashionable coach hors-

es of the metropolis. The coach horse is trained in a car-

riage termed a break, too well known to need description,

as also is the mode of his training. Horses are broke to

this work at any age, and with respect to those purchased

for the public road work, the only training they receive,

with few exceptions, is being put at once into harness lo

run their staire. We see, more often than formerly, horses

of difterent colours in gentlemen's carriages. A good

match in size and action is certainly of more consequence

than an exact match in colour.

To return to the saddle horse, his FUR>'iTrRE has scarce-

ly undergone any essential change within the last half cen-

tury, amtd various alterations of minor consequence and

attempts at improvement. At about that period the old

single and inconvenient flap of the saddle was laid aside,

and the two flaps introduced, as we now see them. The

old fashioned cRUrrER and saddle cloth also shared the

same fate, nor is the martingale so often seen as formerly.

It may be however proper to remark, that a nag which does

not carry a saddle well, from being ill-formed and low for-

ward, is not very safe to ride without a crupper, particu-

larly with a heavy weight over a hilly road, aad the rider

will make his election between safety and fashion. The

GIRTHS are buckled one over the other, appearing single.

In London, within these few years, we have seen a very

awkward, unsightly appendage to the saddle, in the form

of a huge jack-boot, a la francaise, its awkward appear-

ance, we must suppose, being atoned for by ease and clean-

liness. About the year 1780, an ornamental white sash or

girth was introduced, probably by Sir John Lade, at that

period of high ton in this line: fastened within the pom-

mel of the saddle, and between the forearms to the girths,

it encompassed the nag's shoulders, setting off their slant

or backward declension.

Of MRiDLEs, the ancient snaflile and common double rein«

ed curb yet hold their sway. As to variety of wts, in oth-

er and more appropriate terms, instruments uf torture, in-
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vention has never been at rest, and never more uselessly

employed, since the days of old Blundeville, who exhibits

in his book such numerous engravings of them. Previ-

ously to the use on the horse of these rare curiosities, the

inventors ofthem ought to be compelled to wear them ex-

perimentally themselves, for a season. It is curious, that

in old times, the term snaffle, or single rein and bit, now

our mildest, was applied to the severest bridle. Indeed

our snaffles may be rendered severe enough by the bit be-

ing made small and sharp, but generally they are mild, and

ever ought to be so, and pleasant to the horse's mouth,

and when a horse pulls fair at this kind of bridle and is eas-

ily governed by it, he is still, in the old style, called a good

snaffle bridle horse. Racers are always, hunters general-

ly, ridden in a snaflle bridle, a check cord and rein being

appended to it, in the case of a hard pulling horse, that can-

not be otherwise held. Generally, the utility of sharp bits

is extremely problematical ; since, if effective at first, they

cannot fail, from use, to render a horse's mouth callous

and obdurate ; and if otherwise, they keep him in a con-

stant state of fretfulness and pain. Jt may be added, that

no bit, however hard and sharp, will hold a determined vi-

cious runaway. Many horses, also, are heavy in hand

from ill-formed shoulders or neck ; for instance, the cock-

thropplcd or reversed neck ; from tender feet or crippled

joints, making use of their " fifth leg ;" all when unwell.

On the whole, mild bits, comfortable to the horse, and it is

a pleasure to find him playing with his bit, are more profi-

table and more conducive to good management. The dou-

ble reined bridle, with curb and snaffle, may well come un-

der this description, the curb not being inordinately se-

vere. It has been long the fashionable bridle for the road,

and the curb may be enforced or slackened, according to

the direction of the hand. The single curb may be clas-

sed with severe and unfavourable bits. The running mar-

tingale is the only remedy, with a hack which has acquired

the habit ofthrowing up his head.

The general riding or jockey system of England is little

in accordance with the military or riding school practice.

Nevertheless, before a young horse or a racer, which lun*

ges or carries himself too heavy forward, be taken to the

road, he is most successfully treated at the riding school,

£ 2
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fl where they will set him more upon his haunches, give him

a better mouth, and teach him better reining. This im-

provement, however, must not be carried to the height of

mihtary custom, which, by giving a horse lofty action, de-

tracts from his speed ; and by making his mouth too sus-

ceptible, and his neck unsteady and vascillating, renders

him unfit for our common active system of equitation.

SECTION VIIL—Shoeing.

In this country, where such vast numbers of horses are

kept, and where their labour is so severe and incessant, its

severity naturally falling on tlio feet, which arc destined to

bear a fundamental share of the burden, no wonder horse-

shoeing has ever been deemed an art of great national im-

portance, that it has excited the invention, the wit and em-

pyricism of such countless numbers of writers, and that it

has never failed to be a popular subject. Such also has

been the case on the Continent, and we originally derived

the rudiments of tins science and art from the writers of Ita-

ly and France, and the practice from artists of those coun-

tries, who found it worth their while to seek employment

in England, where, during a long period, they were in high

fashion as marcchales or ferrcrs. In the mean time the

art was, in general, at a very low ebb throughout this

country, the horses being shod in so bungling a manner,

and with such heavy mas?scs of iron, that it is among the

wonders that human life and manners constantly present,

how the embarrassed and crippled beasts could possibly

perform their laborious duties, under such impediments and

incumbrances.

This was the case, and still is, in a great measure, even

with the mother countries of European farriery, the supe-

rior practice being confmed, in a considerable degree, to

the superior order of proprietors. Such it continued to be

in this country, until within the last seventy years or up-

wards, long previously to which, the continental practice

and the employment of foreigners, so common among the

great at an early period, had ceased to be fashionable.

At this last era, Osmer, a surgeon, and a truly practical

horseman, and Lord Pembroke, of the dragoons, introduced

an improved, grounded on the old continental practice
;

and Bartlet, the druggist, whose compilation was long and

universally circulated, became its herald. Clark, the

king's farrier at Edinburgh, followed, publisliing a useful

treatise ; and Snape, in the same situation at London,

though ignorant and illiterate, was an improved sheer, and

his example had some inlluencc.

A few years subsecpiently, the plan was conceived of a

national Veterinary College, the idea probably originating

with the late Lord Grosvenor. The ancient custom was

revived of selecting a ])rofe^\sor from the Continent, and

the choice fell upon Charles Vial de Saintbel, of the Trench

school. He erjjoyed his preferment but d\ning a short

time, submitting suddenly to otir common fate. Saintbel,

whom I knew personally, was a respectable man, and of

repute for professional ability, in his own country ;
but

knowing little of Enizlish horsemanship, or of the modes of

shoeing l)est adapted thereto, he committed errors wliich he

did not survive to correct. His successors were still less

practical men, but they had the volumes of ancient and long

experience before them, and have since had a long series

of years for ])ractical imj)rovement ; and it must fnially be

conceded, even by those who make the lou<!est coni|)laint3

touching the errors and mismanagement at the Veterinary

College, that it has, at least, answered the great purjiose

of its institution, as a theatre wherein veterinary science

mav be concentrated, and the art i)ractised for the general

improvement and benefit of the country.

Among an infinity of writers, each and every one of

whom has vouched for the infallibility of iiis form of shoe,

and his method, but unfortunately for their reputation, or

views, and the public benefit, no such infallibility has been

proved, have arisen at difierent periods, visionaries who

have made a doubt of the necessity of any application of

iron to the foot of the horse, alleging that nature herself

having so amply defended the animal's foot, the injuries

and ruin so universally incident to it, were rather the con-

sequence of shoeing than of the horse's labour. A theory

of this kind neither merits investigation nor reply, in Eng-

land at any rate.

Many real improvements in the art, and in veterinary
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surgery, supposed to be of late discovery, may be found

in the old continental writers. Caesar Fiaschi, an Italian,

who wrote about three centuries since, had obviously very

correct ideas of the general principles of horse-shoeing

;

rationally endeavouring to construct a system which might

interfere as little as possible with the intentions of nature.

He recommended, possibly invented, the welted shoe of

hard and well tempered iron, to be so placed upon the

foot that the horse may have a perfectly even tread
;
and

to prevent slipping, the welts to be indented like a saw, or

short and sharp button-headed nails to be used ;
to the

same end he directed the external surface of the shoe to be

hammered somewhat concave. lie was likewise the inven-

tor of the calkin, rampone alia regoiiesa, directing it not

to be made high and sharp, but rather flat, and handsomely

turned upward ; at the same time, decrying strenuously all

other kinds of calkins, and turning up of the shoes, even in

caseoffrost, as of infinitely greater danger than use. In fine,

a horse's shoe and the nails^should be forged of good solid

iron, tough and unbending, of a tliickncss conformably to

sustain the weight of the animal, but not beyond, so as to

render it a source of impediment and blunder, in place of a

protection and comfort. The length of the shoe should be

nearly determined by the length of the foot, and the width

of the web should not exceed that proportion which may

afford protection to the sole, and also to the heel when

needed. The terrible buttress shoidd never come near a

weak foot, for which the paring knife is the proper instru-

ment. The toe may generally be made most free with,

and should never besuflercd to exceed in length, which will

sometimes happen in the case of a luxuriant growth of

horn, whilst the horse is in work and his shoes still good.

In course, the excrescence must be pared around. The

generality of our nags, however, have but little ocassion for

paring their soles or frogs, excepting from loose and scaly

excrescences. The crust of the deep or ass-shaped hoofs of

Barbs and some other foreign horses, and of some bred

upon calcareous and hilly soils of a part of this country, in

North Wales, for example, must be ocasionally taken

down, in order if possible to make their wiry heels spread,

and encourage the growth of their frogs, if peradventure

nature may have allowed them any frogs beyond nominal

ones. I formerly heard much of the obduracy and lasting-

ness of this kind of hoof, from the well known Mr. Bake-

well and others, but had never the good fortune to ex-

perience it ; the few of them which I have possessed, being

extremely hable to inflammation of the feet, as 1 supposed

aftectinijr the internal structure, thence quite unfit for

much road work.

My choice, whenever I could light upon it, was the

dark, shining hoof, which would cut solid and tough ;
aa

open heel, the binders equally tough, and the frog dry, but

of good and growing substance. Briefly, a hoof of wholo

colour, and that by no means of a light colour ;
dry but not

brittle, of uneven surface or wrinkled, and of size well

adapted to the size oi' the horse. The coronet or coronary-

ring, surmounting the hoof, being large and swelling is a

sign of a detective foot.

Doubtless, shoeing the horse is a necessary evil, and all

hoofs are injured more or less by it ; but the late IMr.

White, a very popular and useful veterinarian, came to a

hasty conclusion on this topic, when he asserted, that "the

feet of all horses which have not been taken from a stato

ofnature, or improperly shod, are nearly of the same shape."

The real fact is, dame nature seems to have made nearly

the same blunders in that respect as her pupil art. As to a

particular description—" The foot of the horse is surrounded

and defended in front, sides, and at bottom, by horny sole,

an ungular substance, thicker than the human, in propor-

tion as the animal is larger. The heels partake of the samo

kind of defence, but of a thinner texture. Tlie foot, being

open at the back and not surrounded by the firm sole as in

front, is obviously in need of support ; and the intervening

frog is destined by nature to that office ; on which account,

and having so large a portion of the general mass to sustain,

particularly while the animal is in a state of inaction, it is

composed of a very tough and elastic substance. The frog

moreover serves as a cushion, rest, or salient point for the

tendon, orfexor muscle of the back sinews. The bars or

binders are those parts situated between the heel and frog,

and which, by a mutual resistance from within, help to di-

late and oppose the contraction of the heels. The horny

defends the fleshy sole above it, and the internal parts of.

the foot, from the accidental contact of hard bodies ; but
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from its concave form, appears not to have been intended

by nature to bear weight, excepting round the extremities

adjoining the wall. The wall, or crust of the foot, is the

Uiick edge surrounding it, from heel to heel, it is the bottom

of tliat portion of the sole, which envelopes the front and

sides of the foot, set up, as it were, vertically, and thence

able to contain nails driven in a vertical direction. This

wall then, or rim, is plainly the place on which to fix a support

and guard for the foot,- for on the wall and the frog, in a sound

and healthy state, the animal naturally bears his weight

;

and the frog in a sound and healthy state, from its tough

and elastic nature, needs no artificial defence." (Philo-

sophical and Practical Treatise on Horses.)

Subsequently, in the same work, will be found an account

of the gcncraf failure of the celebrated shoeing system of

La Fosse with lunettes or half moon shoes, thinnest to-

wards the heel, but which left the heels entirely without

defence, on the supposition that they would require none,

but that their natural growth, thus encouraged and unin-

jured by the farrier's art, would enable them to endure the

wear and tear of labour, the weight of the animal also hay-

ing the ad(htional natural support of the frogs, which it

was averred would by this plan increase in size and sub-

stance. This theory, however, which was conceived

chiefly from a view of the horse in his natural state, proTcd

on experiment to have a very slender relation to him in a

state of labour, particularly in that of the saddle horse.

Few of the horses bred in dry countries, it may be presum-

ed, have, even in their natural state, a sufficiency of frog to

reach the ground, and of those bred on the opposite soils,

the frogs, if suiTicient, are too tender to endure the attrition

and concussion oftravel. The heels then must be depended

on for external support, and the frogs, however small,

will still perform their oflice of fulcra or supports to the

tendon. The shoe-heels, never extending beyond the heel

itself, generally narrower than at the toe, must be made

wider for weak heels, and for low heels thicker, but never to

the excess of giving the horse an uneven tread, and throwing

him upon his toes. The custom of common smiths to be

constantly cutting away the bars which separate heel and

frog, with the view, in their judgment, of " opening the

heels," and which must obviously have the contrary effect^
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through so long and oflen decried, has not even yet been

abandoned. Shoeing and constant labour will sufficiently

repel any luxuriance in most hoofs. The hinder hoofs are

ever thicker and stronger than their pioneers the fore ones.

The general or true principles of shoeing being ever kept

in view and adhered to, so far as that shall be possible, le-

gitimate exceptions must come equally into consideration.

Such is nature's decree in all things. But these last (the

exceptions) should never continue beyond the necessity of

the case. Many horses have naturally imperfect, or bad

feet : many are lame from labour, and many from the far-

rier. In this art, as in all others, there is great variety of

skill, some operatives having an eminent superiority ;
\yhile

others, void of all intelligence or the desire of acquiring

any, shoe all hoofs, however diversified by nature or acci-

dent, on nearly the same common standard ;
necessarily

the best, since that to which they have been always accus-

tomed. This plan may be passable for a time, with strong

feet, and until it has ruined them. It is true, we occasion-

ally see horses' hoofs of a nature so luxuriant in growth

and so indestructible as to defy, to the end, the utmost ef-

forts of the farrier. But with feet in general, it is far otlier-

wise. Finally, it must not be forgotten, especially with

horses destined to speedy action, that infinitely greater num-

bers are injured by ligamentary affections, strains of the

joints, and hurts in the bones ot^ the foot, than by bad shoe-

ing and improper management of the feet. " 'Tis the pace

that kills the horse.''

The internal structure of the foot is a most operose and

complex process of nature, and since the foot is the foun-

dation of all labour, no wonder that its internal structure is

so often deranged, and so seldom remediable by art. The

insensible hoof is secreted or separated and formed from

the living and sensible foot, namely, from its coronet or co-

ronary ring above, and from its internal elastic processes

or membranes, designated hy Professor Coleman, as the

laminated (scaled or covered) substance. A large quan-

tity of blood is supplied to the foot by two capacious arte-

ries, which descend on each side the pastern, hranching to

the coronary ring, cartilages, and frog, and supplying the

foot by innumerable channels. The supply to the frog is

considerable and curious. The frog and sensible sole form
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one entire secreting surface of skin, possessing great sensi-

bility as well as vascularity, though inferior in those res-

pects to the exquisite sensibility of the laminated substance,

which is more profusely supplied in its organization with

blood vessels and nerves, than any other part of the body.

Those two elastic bodies, the lateral cartilages attached to

the upper part of the coffin bone, and receding backward

like expanded wings, terminate at the extremity of the heel,

assisting to expand the heels and quarters. The nut, or

navicular bone, is situate at the back of the coffin bone, and

attached to it and to the small pastern bone, affi)rding a

synovial or slippery surface on which the flexor tendon, or

great back sinew, moves. The nut and coflin bones form

the coffin joint. The small pastern articulates, that is to

say, is joined with the coffin bone and the nut bone below,

and with the great pastern above. The great flexor, back,

or bending tendon is inserted into the bottom of the coffin

bone, and the extensor tendon on its front and upper part.

By the by, these qualities o^ bending and extending, neces-

sarily imply and prove tendinous mobility and elasticity, in

despite of the early decrees of the College, since gradually

become obsolete and unfashionable. Finally, the insensi-

ble foot consists of the external covering of horn, the wall,

horny sole, and frog ; the sensible or internal, of the lami-

nnted substance, at the upper part of which there is a car-

tilaginous ring, coronary ligament or frog band, which, in-

stead of terminating at the heels, is continued to the frog,

imparting to it a congenial sensibility and motion. Thus,

when the frog is engaged in its natural function, that of

being pressed upon actively by the superincumbent weight,

it expands and contracts, whether or not it may be capa-

cious enough to reach the ground, communicating simulta-

neously, motion to the cartilages, coronary ring, and to the

heel and quarters of the hoof. As a summary, the inter-

nal or sensible foot is composed of the navicular or nut

bone, the coffin bone, the lateral cartilages, the frog and

tsole, and the laminated substance, at the upper part ofwhich

is placed the coronary ligament.

If ;i
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SECTION IX.—The defects natural or acquired of the

FEET, and as they afl^ect the legs, and of the legs.

The hoof too wide, flat and soft, the coronet moist and

swelhng, the sole convex or swelling, thence termed pum-
iced, the frog large, of too soft a consistence, and liable to

defluxions, or running thrushes. These are obviously nat-

ural, and may be, in a considerable degree, hereditary de-

fects, as are also their opposites ; and in a general view,

each may originate in the opposite nature of the soils upon
which the animals are bred, notwithstanding the doubt of

an able writer, who seems in this case not to have allowed

for the exceptions to general rules.

The opposite are deep, hard, and brittle hoofs, with con-

tracted or narrow heels, and deficient frogs. There are

indeed strong feet of this kind, which will bear a repetition

of taking down or cutting away the crust, in order to low-

er and widen the heels ; but in general, especially with

southern horses and their descendants, the hoof is brittle,

affording an insufficient security to the nails. Many of

these deep and hard hoofs have an excess of concavity in

the sole, and are thence never sound for any length of

time ; starting perhaps apparently sound, and becoming
lame in travelling a few miles. The proximate cause, in

the opinion of both French and Knglish writers, is to be

deduced from the circumstance, that the too concave horny

presses the sensible sole upon the coffin bone, whence that

sole, endowed as it is with a high degree of sensibility, is

squeezed and jammed between two hard bodies ; the occa-

sion necessarily of great pain to the horse, and a growing
inflammation in the foot, which soon renders him useless.

Artificial causes have been stated as productive of this ef-

fect, but of the numbers of hoofs which I have examined,

the defect seemed to have been natural. Too small feet

for the size of the horse is a defect, although such feet

may be sound and good. But the most general defect in

the feet of our English road horses, originating, no doubt,

in the universal infusion of southern blood, is the thin and
weak hoof and tender crust ; the liorn not supplying a suf-

ficient growth for repeated shoeing, and the sole not ht-

p
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ving substance enough to defend and support the internal

and sensible parts of the foot. A small, hard and dry cor-

onet (not however the usual defect of these last kinds, but

of the deep ass-like hoofs,) may be a cause of lameness and

contraction, by acting as too tight a bandage.

The feet of saddle horses, be they ever so sound and

good in nature, detract greatly from the value of the nag,

unless they stand even upon the ground, the toe pointing

in a right line ; since if it deviate inward or outward, the

horse will either knock or cut in the speed (old terms), that

is to say, will strike and wound the opposite pasterns, either

with his toe or his heel ; and if he bend his knees much,

and is a high goer, will cut the inside of the knee joint.

Nature and the nature of the case have been very favour-

able to the hinder hoofs, with which we have seldom much

trouble ; but there is, now and then, a most perilous defect

in them between the shoe and sole, namely, when the horse

is so formed in his hinder quarters, that he overreaches,

and wounds his fore heels with the toes of his hind feet.

This, in the slang of the ancient stable, styled going

" hammer and pinchers together." The run^jing thrush,

a defluxion from the cleft of the frog, is a constitutional

and sometimes an hereditary malady ; and when it seems

to arise from neglect or improper treatment of the feet,

those are merely the exciting causes, and would not pro-

bably have induced such a disease in u naturally sound foot.

Corns, arising, as in the human feet, from pressure, are

generally confined to the fore feet, which endure most la-

bour. Their site is in the heel, just above the bars and

often in the sole near the crust, from the shoe being ill

placed, or afterwards bending down upon the sole, or from

the intrusion of gravel or small stones. They are some-

times found in the heels or feet of unshod colts, probably

from an irregularity of tread, and undue pressure on a par-

ticular part. Sanucracks are clefts or slits in the fore hoofs

generally either from before the coronet downwards, or late-

rally in the direction of the fibres, which last is most easily

remedied. Should the sandcrack be neglected and the

horse be continued in work, the probable consequence

would be, an entire disunion of the parts, the cleft of

the hoof remaining, which constitutes the irremediable

defect and weakness of a false quarter. Dryness of the

lioof, natural or incidental, or both, the usual caase. The
quittor, quittor bone, or horny quiltor, the ^acar/ of the

French school, is a round lump or excrescence upon the

coronet, chiefly of the fore feet, between hair and hoof,

most frequently on the inside quarters of the foot. If we
except the founder, the inveterate quittor is the most des-

perate, hopeless, and painful of the numerous maladies

which affect the feet of the horse. Its common cause is

the ascent of some foreign body or morbid material from

the tread or sole upwards ; such as a nail, a quantity of gra-

vel, or the extravasated matter of a bruise or corn, which
could find no vent below, but forcing its way upward, be-

tween the quarter and the coffin bono, work a passage to

the coronet, by destroying the foliated substance and cor-

rupting all the adjacent parts. It is obvious no palliatives

can succeed in this case, and the radical operation should be

entrusted to none but truly scientific and practical artists.

Yet after the best cure, it is probable a false quarter must
remain, which always renders a saddle horse unsafe, more
especially in constant or hard work. A superficial quittor,

originating above, by which the cartilage is untouched, or

a mere wound or ulcer in the coronet, taken timely is

easily rernedied. Grog and founder are surely not ima-

ginary diseases, but equivocal in respect to terminology.

If a horse go stiff and blundering, without any marked
and visible cause, he is said to be groggy ; if he cannot go
at all, foundered. Grogginess, termed by the Italians, so-

batitura, with us surbating, arises from the hoofs being bat-

tered by the hard road, from inflammation, swelling of the

legs, and contraction of the sinews. Some horses are pe-

culiarly liable to this contraction, instead of the more usual

laxity and debility in those parts. The loss of hoof some-
times succeeds the founder, originating either in the disease

or the operations of the farrier. The tread ofsome groggy
horses appears to be entirely upon the heels. The canker in

the foot usually arises from grease and ulcerated thrushes.

The remedy now in this country, of nerving, for other-

wise incurable grogginess and founder, assuredly must not

be passed over unnoticed. From several unsuccessful in-

stances a few years since, I treated this practice (in the

Sporting Magazine) as a mere useless and ingenious speci-

men of farrying torture, of the monstrous varietiei ofwhich, J
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had long been heart-sick. But on reference since to the

books of Mr. White and Mr. Goodwin, I have learned that

the operation is by no means so painful as that of firing, ge-

nerally a useless practice ; and that, on the average, nerv-

ing has been successful, useful, and actually relevant of

the animal from a constant state of pain. Of the mode of

operation, it would ill become me to say any thing ; that is

the department of our scientific and practical veterinary

surgeons alone. 1 have however one remark to make on

Mr. Goodwin's recommendation of the practice. He first

of all gives due and just acknowledgment to Mr. Sewell of

the College forproposing it, but subsequently styles it Mr.

Sewell's discovery. Now, I have always understood nerv-

ing to be a discovery of the French school, many years

since. We may indeed have been indebted to Mr. Sew-

elFs exertions for the successful introduction of the prac-

tice.

SECTION X.—OsLETs, Splents, Spavins, Cukb, Ring-

bone, Thorough Pin.

These bony excrescences, diflferently situated, either

upon the fore or hinder legs, all originate in the same cause,

extravasation of the lymph or synovia, forming a lump or

swelling, which gradually becomes ossified. Oslets are

near the knee joints within side the leg, a species of splent.

Splents are found, both by sight and touch, upon the fore

legs, sometimes immediately below the knee joint, in which

case they may impede the action of the joint, and occasion

lameness : otherwise, and when they do not afiect the ten-

don, they have no ill consequence, unless in their early

stage, when, the horse being worked, they may be liable to

inflammation. The bone spavin affects the binder leg,

and is found in the inside of the hock ; it is not always vis-

ible, but must be searched for by the finger. It always oc-

casions lameness, periodical or constant. Bog spavins are

situated in the hollow of the hock, and consist of that bulb

or swelling which in the other parts of the legs is termed a

windgall, but usually larger. When this malady is not ve-

ry apparent, and the horse does not seera affected by it, the
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same, that is, no attention is paid to it, as in the common
case of windgalls ; but I once had a fine five year old geld-

ing, master of sixteen stone in the field, with bog spavins

so large as to impede action in so considerable a degree
that the animal, although right in other respects, was utter-

ly useless. The cviin is an osseous tumour on the back
part of the hock, immediately below the bending or elbow.

No horse can be sound having a curb. Dr. Bracken as-

signs reasons why sickle or crooked liamraed horses should

be more liable to this defect than the straight legged ; but

it has so happened that, I do not recollect ever seeing a sic-

kle hammed horse with a curb. The ringbone, when con-
firmed is, so far as I have experienced, incurable, and the

horse unsound. Its position on the lower part of the pas-

tern, between it and the coronet, nearly encircling the front

like a ring. When this callosity is di^stinct, atfectincr only
the pastern, without touciiing the coronet, it is not of so bad
consequence, though indeed bad enough, as when it reach-
es the coronet. It is said, ringbones have been known
upon unworked colts, which, however, I have never wit-

nessed. The thorough pin appears in the hollows on the
sides of the hock, and is a communication from the bog
spavin.

Grease, Mallcnders and Sallenders, Scratches, Crown Scab,
Ratstails, Warts and Mules,

The well known malady, grease in the legs and heels of
the horse, is an extravasation from the vessels, and thence
oozing through the skin, ofserum or simple humour, which
being climated becomes corrupt and fetid. It arises either

from the want of exercise abroad, or of the recumbent pos-
ture, to promote the circulation of the fiuids in dependent
parts. Round and fleshy legged liorses are most subject to

this malady, which, however, does not afllict even those
when abroad in pasture. The terms above denote affec-

tions of the same nature, and appertaining to grease.

p 2
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Windgalls—Ligamentary, or Strains in the Back Sinews—
Breaking Down—Strains in the Shoulder—in the Loins
and Couylings—in the Stifle Bone— Hip, or Whirl
Bone—the Hocks—Jardons, or Capped Hocks—String

Halt—Rheumatism.

Windgalls upon the legs and pasterns of the horse ap-

pear, to the sight and touch, small bags or capsules. These
are filled with synovia, or oil strained from the joints, which
it seems probable, forms itself into capsules. Professor

Coleman supposes these capsules to be original and formed

by nature. Mr. White denies the existence of any such

and pronounces the material to be unconfined. How
then could those distinct circumscribed tumours which we
see and feel, exist in such form ? They are occasioned by
hard work upon the road, under which very few horses

escape them, inducing soreness in the joints, and ultimate-

ly, lameness. Delicate, bloodlike horses are most subject

to them. Strains in the back sinews are so common a

case, as to need very little description. They are in

course, most frequent in the fore legs. There is generally

a puffiness and swelling along the tendon or back sinew,

as it is styled ; and in extreme cases, a flaccidity denoting

the excess of extension which the ligaments have sustained.

Breaking down is the final result of this injury, when the

fetlock joint, on which the horse rests, bears upon the

ground. This accident, the consequence of great stress

upon the parts in rapid motion, happens chiefly to race

horses and hunters. It results either from a rupture of
certain ligaments of the leg or the pastern, or from their

sudden inordinate extension ; this latter cause must ne-

cessarily have been the operating one, when the horse, as

sometimes happens, recovers in a few days rest, and the

ligaments have recovered enough of their former tone.

The extreme case is the actual rupture of the flexor ten-

don. Ligamentary strains in the shoulder are very diflli-

cult to be distinguished from lameness in the legs and feet.

Perhaps, as I have said elsewhere, if a horse in his walk
throws out his fore arms freely and with no appearance of
stiffness, his shoulders are sound. Strains in the loins

arise from heavy weights, sudden accidents, or with draught
horses, from compulsion to pull beyond their powers.

This malady in its worst state is incurable, and though the

miserable victim may show no defect, he is incapable of

labour, and upon exertion, liable to bend down almost in-

stantly as if to sit upon his hinder parts. Su«h used to be

termed megrim horses, from the supposition that tlie com-
plaint had its seat in the head. There has always subsist-

ed with farriers and grooms, a great dilliculty to distin-

guish and ascertain a shoulder lameness. In the stifle

bone upon the thigii bone, which stifle is similar to the

small cramp bone in a leg of mutton, this strain, particu-

larly in young horses, is sometimes nothing more than a

sudden and temporary spasm or cramp of the muscles, oc-

casioned by too abrupt and sudden turning round of the

animal, the complaint being liable to occur on a similar oc-

casion ; the consequence a partial dislocation of the pa-

tella or pan. The radical injury is from a rupture of the

internal lateral ligament of the patella and consequent dis-

location of the patella outward. A tumour then occurs,

which sometimes suppurates, a favourable symptom. Hard
work and inordinate stress on the parts, the usual cause.

Lameness of the hip joint, round or whirl bone, usually

proceeds from blows on the part, slipping, or falling on the

side, and may be distinguished by a swinging of the limb,

or its appearing longer than natural, and by the horse, in

action, having one hip higher than the other. Long ne-

glect renders this malady incurable, or rather, it is never

curable but in the first instance. Hipped horses are work-

ed and have even raced. Of the houghs or hocks : The
small bones of the hock may be distorted and displaced by
a wrench or strain, the tumour appearing in the centre

and fore part of the hock. Extreme stiffness and inapti-

tude to motion succeeds. Sickle or crooked hammed
horses, particularly when young and first put to work, are

most liable to strains in the parts. There is seldom any
other visible symptom than heat in the hocks. If horses

in this case are worked gently and carefully whilst young,
their joints become consolidated and sound when aged.

Jardons or capped hocks : Indurations visible on the points

of the hocks, which, when confirmed, will last as long as

the hocks themselves, more especially when upon a kicker,

the usual creator of these blemishes, who, in course, will

renew them if removed. If the result of accident or blows,



G2 THE HORSE. THE HORSE. 63

1

and attended to in time, they are removable like other

similar affections. The string halt or sudden catching up

one or both hinder legs, admits of no remedy, but comfort-

able palliatives. String-halted horses have been generally

supposed tough and good in nature : a reality to the ex-

tent of my own experience. Rheumatism in horses is ex-

tremely diflicult of distinction from other causes of lame-

ness or stiffness. It might not be difHcult, granting we

could ascertain no other cause. The afiection in the

horse results precisely from the same cause as in the hu-

man patient, a partial or general cold-stroke which may

hit the shoulders, loins, hips, or the limbs, particularly the

hock joints. It may arise from various accidental expo-

sures, to standing in a current of cold air when heated, or

from long standing in cold water during unfavourable sea-

sons. In a recent case, the horse will hmp, or go with a

dropping or catching action at the set off, recovering as he

waxes warm ; but under the influence of the chronic af-

fection, he will, through the piece, have at least a strong

semblance of lameness. This last stage is incurable, and

very common with posters and stagecoach horses. With

rheumatism in the knees or shoulders, horses are extreme-

ly unsafe, being liable to drop down instantaneously, as if

knocked down.

SECTION XI.

To refer to the general appearance and condition of the

horse, an object of consequence to a purchaser out of the

hands of strangers ; when the animal shall appear unthrif-

ty and lean, his eyes dull and spiritless, his hide tight and

unyielding to the feel, the coat rusty and dead, and the hair

staring, he is labouring under the malady styled hide-

bound, or SURFEIT. This morbid state of the body ne-

glected, may be followed by eruptions, swelled legs, and

probably terminate in farcy. But the symptoms being li-

mited to the first stage as above, the horse not old, with a

probability that the malady has originated merely in ne-

glect or starvation, it need not hinder the purchase of a

well formed and apparently eligible animal. Wabbles, or

small tumours on the back and buttocks, are generally in-

dications of high keep, and want of exercise and purging.
A constant succession of them, with inflammation and
weeping of the eyes, are often the precursors of that spe-
cies styled by the farriers, humour blindness. The dread-
ful and incurable glanders is denoted, with some excep-
tions, by leanness, and deadness of the coat, by a dejected
and spiritless countenance and action, and essentially, by
a fetid discharge from the nostrils. Should this discharge
have been temporarily impeded by an astringent inject-

ion from the dealer, one of their knowing tricks, the nos-
trils will yet appear raw, and the scent from them and the
breath, fetid or unhealthy. The hair of the coat also, will

most probably come off with a slight pull. The teeth of
a new purchase (see teeth in an early page) will, in course,
be one of the first objects of inspection. Young horses
are sometimee troubled by a tumid inflammation of the
first bar of the mouth, adjoining the upper fore teeth, pre-
ventive of their chewing. This affection, of temporary du-
ration, and giving way to the proper remedies, is styled
the LAMPAs, from the Latin lampascus. It should have
been remarked that, the teeth being filed down to hide the
appearance of age, often has the miserable effect of pre-
venting the poor victim from chewing his food. Gios,
BLADDERS, or FLAPS in the mouth, are old terms, for sofl

bladders or pustules with black heads, growing withinside
the lips, level with the great jaw teeth. These are chiefly
found in cart and the coarser breeds of horses, and have
been known to equal the size of a walnut, being then ex-
ceedingly painful, and an impediment to mastication.
Barbs or paps, are small excrescences beneath the tongue.
The cankered, or ulcerated mouth, may ensue on the ne-
glect of the above excrescences. Hurts in the Morxn,
tongue, and jaw bone, from the senseless and inhuman tor-
ture of heavy and lacerating bits, are sufliciently conspicu-
ous, and demand instant and patient attention. Wolves*
TEETH, are two small superfluous ones, growing in the up-
per jaw next the grinders, and are very painful to the ani-

mal during mastication. The old method of their removal
with a mallet and gouge, was a very dangerous one, and it

may be hoped a more safe practice has been discovered.
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Round, gourdy legs, grease, moist frogs, and running

thrushes discover themselves.

Chronic lameness in the bones, or derangement of the

internal structure of the foot, ever so difficult to ascertain

or identify, so far as I have experienced, is a lost case.

Lameness of the coffin bone is an old subject of com-

plaint, but until of late we have not heard of navicular

lameness ; that is to say, of the navicular bone ; but I

should suppose that an affection of the one would be com-

municated to the other. Mr. Turner, of Croydon, and of

Regent Street, is said to have discovered the navicular

lameness, and its remedy, of the details of which I have no

information. 1 have formerly spoken with decision against

the application of the patten shoe to the sound foot in

lame cases, but I find Mr. Goodwin speaks in its favour.

Beyond all doubt, Mr. Goodwin's authority demands pre-

cedence, but I have frequently known this shoe used by

country farriers, in cases of strain in the back sinews,

when surely it must be erroneous practice, since, under

such debility of the leg and tendon, from, defect of fibrous

and ligamentary elasticity, no additional weight should be

thrown upon it. The opposite effect of rigidity and con-

traction would indeed change the state of the case; but,

generally, I should suspect more mischief than benefit from

the patten shoe, unless as applied to the lame foot in sinew

strains, as a support to the tendon, the susceptibility of

which I have heretofore proved, and which, in a chronic

case, is softened and affected in its substance, proportional-

ly with its ligaments. An ancient writer observes of the

patten shoe, that *^ it is a necessary shoe for a horse that

is hurt in the hip or stifle, to be put on upon the contrary

foot, to the intent, that the fore leg may hdng, and not

touch the ground." This I cannot understand, but com-

mend it to those who can. Ought it not to be the hinder

leg which should hang, in order to elongate the fibres sup-

posed to be contracted ? • *
•

' '

The horrible, damnable, and equally useless operation,

of tearing out, or drawing the sole ! is now, it may be

hoped, universally and utterly exploded in Britain. There

has always existed a propensity to torturing operations, in

the mere guise of experiment, and at whatever risk, in the

French veterinary schools, a strange anomaly in so enlight-

ened a people.

"I have already said (p. 50) a few words on shoeing the

horse, and that whiqh 1 have yet to say must be stated in

general terms, for I am not a professional man, but having

been set on horseback in infancy, and having conceived so

intense an affection for the horse, that during the season of

youth, and of the middle age more especially, I might almost

have been said to have lived on horseback, it could not well

happen that I should have gained no experience in that

most important relation to him, his shoeing. A proprietor's

object is to have his horse fitted according to the nature,

substance, and form of his horse's feet, and with good solid

iron, for both shoes and nails, and not with that cheap sub-

stitute of cast iron, in such general use for the purpose.

His first duty then, towards himself and his horse, is to find

a skilful farrier, and not to deny him some extra price for

his superior shoes, far the cheaper at an advance, and the

more safe. Mr. Goodwin finds much fault with our gene-

ral system of shoeing, the errors in wliich are in great mea-

sure attributed to the owners of horses, forcertainly of late

years there have been a considerable number of capable

smiths in the metropolis and dispersed throughout the coun-

try ; but in provincial districts, where that may not be the

case, the landed gentleman or the yeomanry would do a

patriotic act, useful both to the community and themselves

individually, by the substitution of capable for incapable

hands, in which they might succeed by an application to the

proper quarters in the metropolis. The present common
English shoe, externally inclining to the convex, and inter-

nally, or next the crust, concave, upon which horses travel

so rapidly and well, resisting that internal concavity in pro-

portion to the toughness and natural goodness of their feet,

is certainly nevertheless a form of shoe not entitled to re-

commendation. Even many of the London smiths, it seems,

yet fit the shoe on red hot, and cut away the bars of the hoof.

Osmer's seated shoe, which I have known, almost as long as

I have known any, though ever so little used, appears to me
to be the best, as most congenial with the nature of the hoof,

and the best preservative of the wall or crust on which the

«hoe must depend. The seat of this shoe consists of a flat

surface, adapted to the surface of the crust ; and if in the
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change toward the heels, there may, according to Mr.

Goodwin, result some inconvenience, which, however, I

never experienced, that gentleman no doubt could easily

provide a remedy, and improve the Osmerian shoe. Its

ground surface may be hammered somewhat concave.

With respect to Mr. Goodwin's hobby-horsical obliquity in

his shoe, after the French model, probably for want of ex-

perience of its effects in practice, I cannot agree with him.

I never saw a horse's foot in its natural state with the toe

^raised ; on the contrary, the toe seems intended by nature,

whilst the animal is in action, to have a fast hold upon the

ground ; and, it appears to me, that the obhquity, or turn-

ing upward of the toe of the shoe, places the horse in an

unnatural, and on many occasions, an unsafe position.

After all, nothing can be more plain and level with com-

mon sense, which we trust has, in these latter days, some-

thing in common with farriery, than the forging a good,

useful, and comfortable shoe for a horse with sound feet,

and fitting and nailing the same in a safe and proper man-

ner. The difficulty lies with naturally defective or worn-

out hoofs, which the devil himself, or Vulcan, in propria

persona, would be unable to manage with any tolerable de-

gree of success. With respect to this man's shoe, and

that man's shoe, or which of them you will, out of the one

thousand and one, who have every one of them, each in

opposition and superiority to the other, during the last half

century, improved the horse shoe, patenteed, or other-

wise ; some within a degree and half of perfection, and

others, two degrees beyond it That which may with any

certainty be predicated of them is, omne quod exit in hum,

with the addition of the bug, to those who prefer it. But

new coined horse shoes are fancy articles, thence cannot

fail of due periodical attention. -

SECTION XII.—A FEW Lines on the most promi-

nent FANCIFUL Theories.

To begin with the favourite of my early day, of which I

have long since related how I got cured, the Sieur La
Fosses short half-moon shoe, to compel the fool, however

unwdhng, to obey the law of nature, and bear upon the
frog, as the rest, support, /wZcn/m, and salient point to the
tendon. This projector's brain was so engrossed by his
prevailing theory, a never failing occurrence, that, experi-
enced however he must have been in southern horses, he
shghted nature's own hint in the want of sulficient frog for
the purpose, in so many thousands, and totally overlooked
the effect of compulsion in his shoeing system, which in
all defective frogs must necessarilv overstrain, instead of
support, the tendon. With frogs, bars and heels, of suffi-
cient toughness and luxuriance of produce, the half-moon
shoe IS yet superior to all others. Saintbel, unable duly to
appreciate and divest his mind of La Fosse's theory, un-
skilled in English horsemanship, and uninformed how com-
pletely and practically we had exploded the system, reviv-
ed It here with the original success. Professor Coleman,
somewhat enlightened by these fliilures, but not discourag-
ed, and having a glimmering of the e^^/e* of old daddy
La Fosse, on the tip of his glandula pinealis, came to the
fortunate conclusion that nature, as well as himself, had
decided the frog must receive pressure. In consequence,
he patenteed an artificial iron frog to give it pressure. Na-
ture, however, rejected the copartnership; the patent frog,
after paying its way for a considerable season, at length
became bankrupt, and rests in the eternal sleep of deathrin
the vault of all the Capulots of farriery. To overlook fan-
cies of minor consequence, at the indication of needful
brevity—enter the now fashionable theory of expansion,
swelling in all the pride, pomp, and circumstance of glori-
ous horse shoeing! This theory, it seems, would fain
command the hoof to expand, al! hough fast bound, as it

were by fate, in an impassable limit of iron, secured by
iron nails. The impossibility of such expansion, however,
is acknowledged, and the learned of the f^iculty are yet of
the sect of the seekers

; unless, fortunately, the jointed
shoe should convert them into finders. But it would seem
that, unless there subsisted a ductility in the iron, the ex-
pansion of the hoof would draw the nails.

I have never had the presumption to class myself with
th^ learned professional, and, in offering my opinion on the
point at issue, I merely state the dicta of the little common
sense 1 may possess, and of a long series of practical ex-
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perience and observation. Expansion, or no expansion^

stern necessity decides that the hoofs of English horses, be-

yond all others, must be fast bound with iron shoes. But

I deny, on the jj;round of established fact, the necessity of

this theoretical species of expansion. The hinder feet, it is

acknowledged, evince no need of it, and the same must

be conceded to well shod and sound fore feet, which uni-

versally outlast the fore legs of our horses exposed to se-

vere labour. I yesterday examined the legs and feet of a

Welsh mare, upwards of fifteen hands high, and mistress

of full eighteen stone, nearly which weight she has usually

carried. Her pastern joints were hot and swollen, and

the sinews of the tendon had obviously lost much of their

natural tone, but her heels, bars, frogs, and soles were so-

lid as oak, and had, hitherto, evidently defied the utmost

that iron, the farrier, and the hard road could accomplish

towards an impediment to their reproduction and their na-

tural soundness. Had I the means, equal to the inclina-

tion, I would establish a breeding stud in Wales.

But our stage and post horses, under that most cruel

and inhuman labour to which they are exposed, aftbrd the

most general, striking, and decisive examples of the fact

I have propounded. Granting them both sound at starting,

their legs universally fail before their feet. There is no risk

in the assertion, since facts, to its full extent, have ever

been multitudinous, that a naturally sound and tough

hoof, rationally shod, is a good fundamental estate for life

to a labouring horse, and he goes comfortable and well

upon it, presenting a hoof more neat and handsome than in

its natural state ; devoid, indeed, of the possibility of exter-

nal expansion, but enjoying the benefit of the internal, or

that action and reaction which result from the natural

structure of the hoof. There is no doubt of a lateral and

longitudinal external expansion and extension of the hoof of

the colt, or of the unshod grazing horse ; and the same fact

applies to the feet of poor shoeless children, whose feet,

however, never pine after the said expansion when, sub-

sequently and fortunately, they become bounded and con-

fined by a good and tight fitting shoe. I conceive that

neither Childers nor Eclipse were deprived of a single atom,

either of their speed or powers of continuance, in conse-

quence of their hoofs being bound by iron shoes. To speak

seriously, ridicule can be applicable or available only against

our genuine system mongers, with whom inventions, novelty

and notoriety are all in all. With respect to those worthy,
sedulous, and indefatigable scientific artists of the profes-

sion, who, adhering to sound, fundamental, and established

principles, using their exertions and ingenuity in anamo-
^ous and difficult cases, wherein these principles must
be departed from, and doing all in their power for the safety

and comfort of the noble slave intrusted to their care, and
imparting the results of their science and experience to

their subordinates, the illiterate operatives, too much cannot
be said to their honour and in their commendation, as men
labouring in a branch of service of the utmost importance
to the community and to the interests of humanity.

SECTION Xni.—The Bar Shoe.

" I use a bar, or jilanche^ wider than any part of the shoo,

of an equal thickness in all its parts, and perfectly flat on
both sides, which affords a much larger and more even
surface to tread on, and gives, likewise, more points of
bearing on the frog. In every other respect a bar shoe
corresponds, both in form and principle, with the plain

shoe."

—

Goodwin. With precisely such a shoe, excepting

that the ground side was hammered somewhat concave, I

rode, during several years, a well known trotting hack of
mine, the hoofs of which, though dark in colour and appa-
rently well formed, were extremely tender, and had been
severely injured by hard service and bad shoeing. When
this mare first came into my possession I could not find a
farrier in my neighbourhood equal to the task of shoeing her
80 that she could go at her ease and sound ; and I could
not endure the thought of riding her, travelling in constant
pain. I then sent her some miles, during a year or more,
to a farrier of prime note, who had the first patronage.
He loaded her weak feet with iron and his peculiar shoe,

which made the matter worse.

I next sent to old Snape, the King's farrier, who called

on me, and, over a bottle, seemed disposed to tell me all,

and, perhaps, more than he knew, not forgetting his lineal

descent from Snape, farrier to Charles the First. Exam-
inmg the mare, and deceived by the good form and colour
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of her hoofs, he readily engaged to make her perfectly

sound, on being allowed a premium of five guineas, exclu-

sive of his usual charge for shoes. I catched at such an

offer. However, though he failed to make her perfectly

sound, he greatly improved her feet, encouraging the

growth of the horn and frogs by the use of a very judiciously

forged bar-shoe, with which I rode her, both on the road

and in the field, with the utmost safety and ease to her feet.

I used the bar-shoe advantageously with other tender footed

hacks, and fully concur with Mr. Goodwin, that such horses

should ever be allowed that defence for their feet. The
reluctance to use this shoe can claim no relationship with

reason or sound practice. Its use ought to be general when
needful. It even rivals La Fosse's half-moon shoes, as a

support to the tendon.

Grass Shoes, or tips.—These should be narrow webbed,

only sufficiently wide to defend the crust, and of the usual

length. They are absolutely necessary for the security of

the hoof upon hard grounds ; and although, in the moist

seasons, horses are usually turned off without shoes, yet,

with some feet, it is preferable to tip them. A monthly

attendance is necessary to remove or renew the shoes, and

pare the hoofs from excrescences, that they may not grow
out of form, or to encourage the growth of horn.

The HUNTING and racing shoe, or plate.—Both these

should be made of the best Swedish iron, and the hunting

shoe should be as light as is consistent with substance

enouffh to bear the horse's weight ; the web in general

somewhat narrower than for the road, but perhaps, of

equal width for a stony country. The length as usual. I

prefer the seated shoe for the field as less liable to be cast;

and, with weak heels, the soil being dry and hard (certain-

ly not in a deep country), I would have it round or barred.

1 have not seen, at least I do not recollect, the practice of

turning up, or ruffing the outside heel to prevent slipping,

to which Mr. Goodwin objects. Certainly hunting shoes

should be concave on the ground surface. I cannot laud

the prudence of him who rode Lord Maynard's mare in the

field (Goodwin, p. 219), when she performed so completely

the evolution of overreaching, whence he must have known
she went " hammer and pinchers together," surely a most

improper and dangerous form for a hunter* Mr. Goodwin

says, ** if the inward edge of the hind shoes are bevelled and
rounded, this accident cannot take place." Probably not;

but still the fore heels may be sorely and repeatedly wound-
ed, to the great danger of the horse coming down.

The racing plate need differ in nothing from the com-
mon shoe than in its lij^htness, which vet should not be in

excess, and it resembles the seated shoe in respect of its

flat surface next the crust. 1 have been always of Mr.
Goodwin's opinion of the inutility, at least, of the practice

of lining the plate, or shoe with old hat or leather ; and re-

gret with him that racehorses cannot be taken to the forge

to be plated. Surely the shoeing smith might be provided
with a place proper for such purpose, unless Mr. Cfierry's

ingenious portable forge may prove a sufllicient substitute,

which is probable.

Of the mechanical operation of the ancient sckkw shoe,
d priori^ I should entertain a mean opinion, as a force put
upon nature, thence not likely to succeed : and though in

Snape's time I heard of the practice, no instances of its

success ever surprised me. Nature, having fitted the horse
with narrow heels, will not allow of a refit ; and, granting
the contraction to have arisen from labour or bad shoeing,
I should suppose the attempt at artificial expansion woJd
rather be productive of additional inflammation and mis-

chief. Nor have 1 hitherto be<Mi fortunate enough to witness
the success of stable remedies in the case, which, if appa-
rent, I suppose would be temporary. My remedy is, the
cool earth and sufficient length of time at grass.

On the MOVEABLE TOK, i am entirely oblitred to Mr.
Goodwin, having never experienced its use, and I refer my
farrying readers to Mr. Goodwin's book. We used indeed
to steel liie toes of hard wearing horses. The use of the
moveable toe is to prevent the too often shoeing of hard
worked iiorses, which wear much at the toe, and which
need only the renewal of that part. It is a great point gain-
ed when, by this mean, a shoe may remain upon the horse's

foot its due time of three weeks or a month (the outgrowing
of the horn, or the pressing of the shoe upon the sole, not

requiring a removal), more especially with weak and thin

hoofs, that are torn to pieces and ruined by frequent shoe-
ing, which destroys the horn too fast for its scanty and tardy

production.

o 2
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On FROSTING shoes I must again refer proprietors and

operative farriers to Mr. Goodwin's book. He has treat-

ed this topic obviously on practical views. I had, formerly,

much trouble with my cart horses in long frosts. His re-

commendation of a bar-shoe in frost, with a recess or cal-

kin on the centre of the bar, is a novelty to me, but it seems

to present a greater security to the tread. The toes and

heels should be steeled, and the ruff should not be so high

as usual, and may be made removcable. Frost nails soon

become smooth and useless, whence the French nail head

is recommended as more substantial and durable.

I am tempted to digress awhile here, with the expecta-

tion, no doubt, of being prodigiously applauded for my pains.

In dry summers the racehorses have to gallop over an ex-

tremely slippery surface, whence many dangerous and some
fatal accidents have happened. Many years ago 1 rode a

large, striding, and awkward horse, which I had out of the

Marquis of Rockingham's stud, over Epsom, when the soil

was in a tolerable condition for skating ; I did not feel my-
self much at ease, but pulled up with no other inconveni-

ence than the horse sliding a few yards. It then occurred

to me that frost nails in the plates might be tried in such a

season ; and the thing lately occurring to my recollection,

I mentioned it to Mr. Turner, who said he knew of no
other objection than the risk of the horse wounding his legs,

which, I conceive, could not well happen, as the stroke can-

not come from the bottom but the edges of the hoof. In

the dry season to which I refer, there was a sweep-stakes

over Epsom, ridden by officers of the Guards ; a majority

of those gentlemen, I hope, are now living to read my little

book. They went to the expense of daily water carts for

the course, from Tattenham's Corner in, but with very

little effect.

Now for a very notable contrast. The last season ( 1 828)
was so wet that several race courses, for a considerable

length, were almost genuum tenus, knee-deep in mud and
water, not only to the ample variegation of ornament in the

jackets, and • aps, and leathers of the jockeys, but to the

equally ample saturation of their eyes, noses, and mouths
;

in an especial manner to those in a sweepstakes, w ho, from

duty or necessity, were compelled to follow ! I appeal to

those jockeys who had to stand, or rather sit all this, for

the sweet recollection. Nor, why should not I dash at a
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new discovery as well as so many of njy contemporaries ?

I recommend to some ingenious optician to contrive a glo-

bular racing spectacles, to be fastened upon the rider's

head, as a defence to the eyes for occasions like the above
;

since it is obvious that the hand of the jockey would be less

painfully and more profitably employed in wiping his arti-

ficial, than his natural ogles. What a curious and novel

sight would be a sweepstakes of half a score, the jockeys

all spectacled

!

SECTION XIV.

—

Striking and wounding the Legs.

On this point I do not entirely agree with Mr. Goodwin,
on whose authority, in most other respects, I rely. He ob-

serves (p. 274), " It is evident that horses which go very

near must be more likely to strike the shoe against the other

leg." In another place he seems to thmk that the mischief

is done by the toe alone. Now, in the whole course of my
experience, I have remarked, that the defect does not ori-

ginate in the horse '* going near," but in the crooked posi-

tion of the pasterns, whence the toes, instead of pointing

straight, turn either outward or inward ; in the first posi-

tion the horse cutting with his heel, in the other with his

toe. With this defect I have known horses cut themselves,

though they went uncommonly wide before. Osmer re-

commended stocks, in which daily to confine the feet of

colts having this defect, with the view of bringing their

toes, by degrees, to the risrht line ; but I have never heard

of this experiment, and I deposit it in my knowledge-box,

cheek by jowl with the forcible expansion of narrow heels.

Of the two, however, I prefer the stocks, on the ground of

our success in the nursery and the army, in both which we
succeed in convincing toes of the expediency of their being

turned out.

The above writer (Goodwin) continues, "I have always

observed that a plain shoe, with the inside edge bevelled, or

feather-edged, when set on even and smoothly rounded with

the crust, to be the most efl^cacious and sometimes to suc-

ceed when all other experiments have failed." This prac-

tice is certainly more rational than any of the numerous

farrier^s expedients, but I have long ago and often tried it
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without any but temporary success, the horse beginning to

to knock again after travelling half a score miles. Mr.
Moorcroft made more experiments in order to discover a

remedy in this case than any one else, without the smallest

success, which, indeed, I am convinced is hopeless. Our
only resource then is a leathern defence or boot, whether
for the knee or pastern. With respect to myself, I certain-

ly never would choose a hack or hunter that did not go per-

fectly clear of his legs ; but, if necessitated to ride such a

one, with equal certainty, 1 never would cross him without
his boot ; and 1 strongly recommend the practice to all

other horsemen, from motives of security to themselves and
of feeling for the unfortunate animal they bestride. Wound-
ed Jegs, at least, in my estimation, are more unsightly and
unhorsomanlike than booted ones. This, in course, a}>plies

equally to draught horses. It is ofconsequence that these

boots be made with judgment and properly adapted, or they

will not answer the end of defence and comfortable tra-

velling to the horse.

On POULTICE and watkr boots I must refer the reader
to my preceptor (by virtue of his book, for I have not the

honour to know him personally), Mr. Goodwin, who seems
to have given long and attentive consideration to those con-
trivances. For myself, I must observe, that I have never
experienced or known much real and permanent utility

from these stable measures, and I should apprehend from
them, if long continued, mischiefs of an opposite nature.

In one case the hoof might be injuriously reluxed and sof-

tened ; and when a horse, accustomed to standing upon
warm litter, has his feet and legs suddenly immersed in cold

water or cold clay, so to continue for hours together, the

consequence may be chill and rheumatism to those parts :

thus these supposed remedies may be the precursors of new
diseases. 1 do not, however, presume to dogmatize upon
the subject, leaving the rationale of it to be adjusted by
proprietors and their professional advisers.

But I shall hold fonth with all my former derision in con-

tempt of that wretched, scalt'—miserable practice, at a cer-

tain period recommended on authority, compelling the

horse to stand in the stable, shifting and easing his benumb-
ed and aching limbs upon the cold stones, with the view of
bardeuing his hools. God wot ! A rare device truly, to
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deaden and palsy both hoofs and joints. The lower livery

stables of the metropolis, which 1 never enter but with un-
pleasant feelings, exhibit a very apt example, where the
animals, standing upon a flimsy covering of dung and straw,
the apology for litter, make a truly pitiable appearance.
As to STOPPING hoofs, the old writers recommend both
horse and cow dung, beyond a doubt, improper or hurtful

articles ; but their use of warm water, in the case of dried
and hardened hoofs, when occasional, not long continued,
well deserves to be followed ; and, where such care can be
bestowed, no remedy, I believe, would prove so efficacious

as immersing and soaking such hoofs patiently in a pail of
tepid water, every stable time, so long as it should appear
needful. All dung and clay stoppings should be banished
from the stable. Fresh linseed crushed, scalding water
being poured upon it, is perhaps, the stopping best calcu-
lated to moisten and cool the feet, and encourage the
growth of horn ; as are also the old articles, tar and hog's
lard melted together, which are beneficial, being now and
then rubbed into the coronet and crust; a pledged of tow
also dipped in which, may be thrust into the cleft of the
frog. The marshmallow ointment has always been in stable
use for the coronet and hoofs.

I have already vouched for the actual improvement and
skill which has taken place in our farryinir system gene-
rally

; but there is yet too much of the old leaven remain-
ing, not only in the provinces but in the metropolis. Haste
and profit are the order of the day, as well in this con-
cern as in all others.—Hoofs are loaded with cheap and
soft iron, the nails turned out in immense quantities, nianu-
factured from the same. Feet are compelled to fit the
shoe, instead of the shoe being forged to fit the foot ; and
many will yet defend the old practice of clapping the shoe
on red hot ; not recollecting, as I do, the fore hoofs of Hue-
and-cry, the trotting stallion, being by that means totally

destroyed, at a farrier's (of high repute too) in Moorfields.
The seated shoe is too generally neglected, which preserves
the crust

: whereas, with the common shoe, the e(]ge of
which only bears on the crust, that important pnrt of the
hoof is torn and damaged ; too much strain lies upon the
nails and clinches, and the horse's tread is not so level and
firm upon the ground. In the worst forms of shoes, with
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wide webs, the ground surface is quite convex, instead of
the opposite, a form injurious to the hoof, extremely unsafe,
and detracting much from the powers of the draught horse,
particularly upon pavement. The heels, when contracted,
are yet * opened' with a dealing view, to make some show
of an open heel, caveat emptor, A remedy in these cases,
can only come from proprietors, who must, to that end,
look both to their own interest and to that of their smith,
never denying him an extra price for extra good shoeing.
Such was my invariable maxim, when I kept horses.

SECTION XV.

I HAVE already remarked on the early attention and profi-
ciency in the farriery art of the Italian and French schools,
whence we of this country have derived the principles, and
generally the practice, of nearly all we know in its relation.

As an example, I present thu reader with a quotation from
a very scarce black letter book, that of Blundeville, whose
last edition was published in 1580, dedicated to Dudley,
the famous Earl of Leicester. Blundeville, althougli not so
learned, rhetorical, and metaphysical, ascertain of his con-
temporaries and successors of the next reign, was a writer
ofgood sound common sense and humanity, who made the
best use of such lights as his times afforded ; attend to his
general principles of shoeing:

i( IN WHAT POINTS THE ART OF SHOEING DOTH CONSIST.

"The art of shoeing consisteth in these points, that is to
say, in paring the hooue well, in making the shoe of good
stuffe, in wel fashioning the webbe thereof, and well pierc-
ing the same

; in fitting the shoe unto the horses foote, in
making nailes of good stuffe, and well fashioning of the
same ; and finallie, in well driving of the said nailes, and
clenching of the same. But sith neither paring nor shoeing
is no absolute thing of itself, but hath respect unto the foote
or hooue, (for the shoe is to be fitted to the foote, and not
the foote to the shoe), and that there be divers kinds of
hooues both good and bad, requiring great diversitie as
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well of paring, as shoeing: it is meet, therefore, that we
talke first of the diversitie, and then shew you haw they
ought to bo pared and shod."
He remarks, after Caesar Fiaschi, the Italian, on the nar-

row heels of Barbs and Spanish jennets, that their feet ge-
nerally become tender and hoof-bound, and that they are
unfit for travel. In his directions for shoeing all kinds of
hoofs, he speaks particularly on the quality, mode of dri-
ving and clenching the nails. £. G. " And as touching the
nails, then make them also of the same iron (Spanish) be-
fore said, the heads whereof would be square, and not fully

so broad beneath as is above, but answerable to the piercing-
holes, as the head of the nails may enter in and fill the same,
appearing above the shoe, no more than the breadth of the
back of a knife, so shall they stand sure without sht)gging,
endure longer, and to that end, the stamp that first mak-
eth the holes, and the preschell that pierceth them, and al-
so the necks of the nails would be of one square fashion
and bigness

; that is to say, great above and small beneath,
which our common smiths do little regard ; for when they
pierce a shoe, they make the holes as wide on the inside as
on the outside, and then nails with so great a shouldering,
by driving them over hard upon the nail tool, as the heads,
or rather necks, of the said nails cannot enter into the
holes

; for to say the truth, a good nail would have no
shoulder in driving at all, but he made with a plain and
square neck, so as it may justly fit and fill the piercing hole
of the shoe. For otherwise, the head of the nail standing
high, and the neck thereof being weak, either it breaketh
off, or else bendeth upon every light occasion, so as the
shoe thereby standeth loose from the hoof, and is quickly
lost. Moreover, the shanks of the nails would be some-
what flat, and the points sharp, without hollowness or flaw,
and stiffer towards the head above than beneath ; and
when you drive, drive at the first with strokes and with a
light hammer, until the nail he somewhat entered ; and, in

shoeing fine delicate horses, it shall not be amiss to grease
the points of the nails wiih a little soft grease, that the
nails may enter the more easily, and drive the two talon
nails first. Then look whether the shoe standeth right or
not, which you shall perceive in beholding the frush ; for
if the sponges on both sides be equally distant from the
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frush, then it standeth right ; if not, then amend it, and sel

the shoe right, and standing right, drive in another nail.

That done, let the horse set down his foot again, and look

round about it, to see whether it fitteth the horse^s foot in

all places ; and whether the horse treadeth even and just

on it or not. And if you see that the shoe doth not fur-

nish every part equally, but perhaps appeareth more of one
side than of another, then make the horse's other foot to be

lifted up, to the intent he may stand the more steadily upon
that foot ; and so standing, strike the hoof with your ham-
mer on that side that the shoe is scant, and that shall make
the shoe to come that way. The shoe then standing straight

and just, drive in the rest of all the nails to the number of
eight, so that the points of the nails seem to stand in the

outside of the hoof, even and just one by another, as it

were in a circular line, and not out of order. That done,

cut them oft' and clinch them, so as the clinches may be
hidden in the hoof, which by cutting the hoof with the

point of a knife, a little beneath the appearing of the nail,

you may easily do ; that done, with a rape (rasp) pare the

hoof round, so as the edge of the shoe may be seen round

about. *'

—

Shoeing the perfect hoof.

To help the imperfect hoof.—" To pare it well, let

the ferrer take as much off* the toe with his butter (butteris)

as he can possibly, keeping it always under ; but let him
not touch the quarter nor the heels at all, unless it be to

make the seat of the shoe plain, and let that be done so su-

perficially as may be.'* 'J'he knife, however, rather than

the butteris, is the proper tool wherewith to pare down
the toe.

Paring and Shoeing for Interfering.—" Those horses

that interfere, are most commonly higher on the outside

than on the inside ; and therefore the outside would be the

more taken oft* with the butter, to the intent that the inside

may be somewhat higher (if it will be) than the outside;

and then make him a shoe fit for his foot, which would be

thicker on the inside than on the outside ; and let that shoe

never have any calkin ; for that would make the horse to

tread awry, and the sooner to interfere ; and let it be pierc-

ed in such sort, as you can see in the figure, hereafter ex-

pressed. But to be sure, first cause the horse to be ridden

before you, and mark well where he toucheth most, and

there remedy the shoe, by making it the straighter in that
place."

« The planch or pancelet (bar) shoe, maketh a good foot
and evil leg

;
because it maketh the foot to grow beyond

the measure of the leg. Notwithstanding, for a weak heel,
It is marvellous good, and will last longer than any shoe,'
and has been borrowed from tiie moite (mule) that has
weak heels and frushes, and is good to keep them from
stones and gravel."

In enumerating the varieties and fancy shoes of his day,
Blundeville quotes that form having the toes turned upward'
apparently the French oblique shoe which Mr. Goodwin
has taken under his especial protection. Our ancient wri-
ter, strongly commends the welted shoe, originally Ger-
man, on the ground of his Jiaving used such, In a journey
of above five hundred miles < right out,' over a mountain-
ous and stony country, without the necessity of a remove,
or drivmg a nail. He agrees with Fiaschi, on the inutility
and danger of calkins, as then commonly used

; observing
that, of two evils, it is better to choose the least, which is
to have two calkins instead of one, that the horse's tread
may be even. The ramponealla invented by Fiaschi, was
not like the calkin then and at present in common use, but
rather a button. His opinion was, that though the com-
mon calkins were intended to keep the horse from slip-
ping, they yet did more harm than good, by preventing
him from having an even tread upon the ground, whence
he often wrenched his pastern joints, or strained his sinews
It seems their Barbs, Turks, and jennets, which were racedm Italy, had very slippery courses to run over, and this au-
thor recommended for them a welted shoe, the surface ham-
mered somewhat concave, and the welt indented like a
saw, for their security

; having a good opinion also of the
round Turkish shoe or planche, generallv used in Italy for
racing. Blundeville prefers this shoe with button nails
their heads resembling the present French nails, so placed
that the horse may have a perfectly even tread. For a
tender and weak heeled horse engaged over a hard stony
course, I should prefer planched or bar-plates. I have
known such horses drop instantly, as if shot, from treading
upon a sharp flint.

^

Blundeville gives thirty-two short chapters or sections on
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the hoofs and shoeing ; with twenty-four figures of shoes

of the following description :

For the perfect hoof—the flat or pomised foot, for weak

heels ; for the false quarter, with shouldering, &c.—Lu-
nets, or half-moon shoes—the planche, for weak heels-

shoes for interfering—hinder shoes for the same—slender

shoes for perfect hoofs—-shoe with a vice—joint shoe to

widen and straiten at pleasure—shoe with a welt or border

shoe with rings, to make a horse lift up his feet :
which

foolery he strongly condemns. It may be remarked, that

in those days they made the shoes too wide and heavy, and

had not discovered the error and mischief of * opening the

heels :' these two errors were handed down to our days

among the common smiths ; and within my recollection,

certain, otherwise skilful shoers, were great advocates for

opening the heels.—The nail, of which a figure is given by

Blundeville, is flatheaded, and upon the principle of the

present countersunk nail. He also presents his readers

with the figures of fifty different bits and a head strain ;

frankly acknowledging, however, the useless ingenuity of

the greater part of them ; and that three only, which he

specifies, were fully adequate to every useful purpose.

If I have before remarked, and I repeat, there is no

branch of the care and management of the horse, equal in

consequence with that which bears relation to his feet and

legs, whence the paramount importance of a general sound

and good system of farriery. Hitherto, the mulish obsti-

nacy, hard headedness, and indocihty of blacksmiths, has

been constantly quoted as the insuperable bar to such a

consummation ; but the voluntary declaration of Mr. Good-

win, the first of gentleman-blacksmiths in these realms,

goes a great way towards setting our old apprehensions at

rest, and even inspiring us with far more sanguine hopes

of an approaching reform of farriery, than of parliament

!

hear him :

«* I consider it necessary to make observations on this class

of useful men (shoeing smiths) to appreciate their indivi-

dual merits ; and to show that blame is too frequently imput-

ed to them unjustly. Much has been, and is said, about

their obstinacy and prejudices, as being an insurmountable

difficulty to any improvement in their art. I confess, that

all Biy experience and knowledge of them is at variance

with such an opinion. I have ever found them ready to
adopt any plan which I have suggested ; and it therefore
may not be uninteresting to endeavour to show how such a
prevaling notion has arisen." p. 292.
For the explanation, I refer to the book ; and as a con-

cluding remark, I have no doubt that those country gentle-
men, who may be desirous of introducing skilful operatives,
for the introduction ofimproved farrying practice into their
neighbourhood, would find their end answered by an appli-
cation to Mr. Goodwin.
Mr. Goodwin (p. 104) gives an account of the chief

farrying tools in present use. The butteris, though still

used m most part, has been very rationally discarded by
the College, and the drawing-knife substituted

; which
knife has been much improved by Mr. Long, the well known
instrument maker, of Holborn, whom I can strongly and
safely recommend to persons in the country intere°sted in
«iis branch. It is used of three or four different sizes.
The HAND, or turning hammer, with three working faces,
and a strong bill point, improved, so as to be far superior to
the common country smiths' hammers. The other tools
are of inferior consequence.

Hereafter follows a list of the * farrier's instruments,'
employed m the days of the old writer so often quoted ; of
all which Markham has given cuts. The hammer, which
driveth the nail. The pinchers, which break, clench, and
draw. The butteris, which pareth and openetli the foot.
The RASP or rape, which maketh smooth the hoof. The
cuttingknife, which pareth the hoof. Tiie fleam, which
letteth blood. The farrier's lancet, which openeth small
veins, where the stroke may not be used. The incision
knife, to open imposthumes, and to cut away proudflesh
The CRONET, to take up veins. The cauterizing iron
to open and separate flesh. The round button cauter-
izing iron, to bore holes. The mullets, to cleanse
wounds. The barnacles, to pinch a horse by the nose or
ears, (for which the twitch has been substituted). The
NEEDLE, to Stitch wounds.
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SECTION XVL—The Stable.

In the history of the horse, I have treated of this branch

of the subject at large, annexing the elevation and ground

plan ofa stable of the first class, and upon the groat scale
;

which, as far as the room and the means are sufficient,

should be a rule in all points of importance, with establish-

ments of inferior degree. It is sufficiently obvious that, in

the country, the horse can be best provided with stable

accommodations ; and indeed, these may be attained on a

very moderate scale, in the greater part of the most impor-

tant particulars. In the ordinary stables of crowded towns,

it is far otherwise ; and the proprietors or occupiers of

such, and their horses, must put up with such accommo-
dations as they can find or provide. Doubtless there are

public and livery stables in the Metropolis, roomy, airy,

and comfortable to the horse, and upon an improved plan

with regard to essentials, and with ample and comfortable

length and width of stall room. As to the lower kind

of London stables, I have already spoken of their comfort-

less state and misery, calculated rather to increase than

alleviate the pains and weariness of animals, distressed and

tortured by incessant labour. Good grooming, so indis-

pensable, cannot be expected in such places ; and yet I

have known persons of property unacquainted with, or in-

attentive to these considerations, intrust their horses to

such. " Horses, in the above confined situations, are ever

liable to grease, scratches, thrushes, fevers, blindness,

colds, rheumatisms, contractions of the sinews, hardness

and surbating of the hoofs, broken wind, and a thousand ails,

for which the veterinary nomenclature has not yet provided

distinctions."

The chief, or perhaps only improvement, of which ordi-

nary stables are susceptible, seems to refer to the flooring,

or pavement, the draining, the attention to cleanliness and
ventilation. The ancients generally floored their stable with

stone ; but in England, oaken planks laid crosswise were
formerly in use. Stone and clinker pavements succeeded,

and too often these pavements were equally rough and

uneven as the old street pavements of the City of London,

on which the miserable animals were made to stand, or lie
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down if they could, on a bed of torture, not of rest. Dutch
clinkers laid perfectly even and level, make the best stable
pavement, and a grating and drain in the centre of the stall
contribute to keeping it dry without the necessity of the
usual considerable descent from the manger, which places
the horse in a forced, unnatural position, his chief bearing
being upon his hinder quarters, occasioning his hinder legs
to swell, examples of which I have often seen ; and Mr.
Goodwin observes, in reference to the fore legs, I presume,
that the horse being compelled to stand with his toes up
and heels down, the unusual strain on the muscles of the
back part of the leg, and the ligaments of the joints, par-
ticularly those connected with the foot, must be productive
ot serious mischief. These drains or cesspools must, of
course, have an outlet from the stable ; and could they be
made to discharge themselves upon the dungheap or pit
without side. It would be a great saving of manure. It
would be useless to propose improvements out of the reach
ot keepers of the class of stables here referred to ; beyond
that more attention might be afforded to airincr them, and
a more frequent removal of the dung, too often left in the
stall as a substitute for clean straw.

Very considerable stables, unobjectionable in other re-
spects, have no drains whatever, the dependance being
upon a constant daily (it should be every stable time) re-
moval of the dung and foul litter which have absorbed
the unne. But during the night, the horse may have to
repose in a puddle of urine and wetted litter; should two or
three retromingents stand in following stalls, a considerable
pool of the liquid may be the consequence. Cast iron has
been tried for stable flooring, instead of clinkers

; and Mr.
Goodwin has made the following experiment with success,
It having been in use five years, fully answering his expec-
tations. Instead of paving the stall, the greater part to be
a grating of cast iron, in four divisions, to open and rest in
the centre, on a ridge of stone. Under the grating are
to be two drains, either of stones or cast iron, on an inclin-
ed plane, which will readily throw off* the urine as it ioWs,
into an outer drain

; thus, let the urine fall wherever it may.
It runs through this grating and out of the stable instantly,
fhe bars of the grating to be close enough together, to pre-
vent the calkin of the horse's shoe from being locked into

H 2



]Xfi

,1 «

4

'it

84 TUB HORSE.

them. The stall to be one inch and a half lower before
than behind.

In the Section of the Stud, T have described the external
conveniences and requisites of the complete stable estab-

lishment. To speak of internal improvements, there are
some which might be adopted with great advantage to the
horse, as highly promotive of his health and condition.

Among the first and best of these is, permitting him to

stand loose in his stall ; and nothing can be more satisfac-

tory evidence of its utility than the constant recourse, among
sportsmen, to the loose stable for stiff, crippled, or lame
horses. It is the only substitute for a run abroad. It may
be urged, that horses regularly aired and exercised, are

kept in the highest condition, and with an ability equal to

their utmost possible performance, and yet always under
confinement in the stable ; and their grooms will probably
ever be provided with solid arguments against the contrary
practice, which must bring to them some accession of
trouble, from the soiled coats of their horses. Saving and
excepting that, I am not aware of any solid argument
against the practice ; and it is submitted to the lovers of
the horse, and to all those who aim at getting the utmost
possible service from him, whether a little extra trouble in

grooming will afford an argument of the weightiest conse-
quence. My hacks stood loose in the stable during a num-
ber of years

; and I believe, after being habituated to that

liberty, must have felt extremely awkward on a change, and
being again made fixtures night and day to the manger. It

then occurred to me, that where the convenience was want-
ing, of loose stables or boxes, it might prove an appropriate
substitute, to convert stalls into boxes, in which the horses
might stand loose by the use of a bar or two, doors, or
gates. This plan 1 published in my first treatise, (as under),
and I believe the earliest experiment of it was made about
thirty years since by a gentleman in Westmoreland ; since
which it has been in considerable use, and at present, per-
haps, the best specimen of it may be seen at the new Lon-
don Repository in Gray's Inn Road, where are upwards
of a dozen of these inclosed stalls. The gate is about six

feet in height ; and in the adjoining partition, is a hand-
gome iron grating. These loose stalls would be extremely
beneficial to the coach horses of private families, which
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have little work or exercise, and stand much in the stable
-^Philos. and Pract. Treatisem Hoises, 3d edU. vol. 1 . p.

" If custom would permit us to reflect, we should be con-
vinced that a horse confined by the head, to the small space
which he covers, and remaining habitually fixed in such si-
tuation, must necessarily subject him to that variety of dis
orders resulting from defect of motion, to which we so per-
petual ly see hnn liable. The sleepy staggers is doubtless
often brought on from this cause, joined to high feeding.
1 hus the loose standing is not only beneficial to hard work-
ed horses, but to those which are high fed and do little, their
airings and exercise also being neglected. Those with
greased and swelled legs, that perpetually stand when tied
up, will be induced to lie down and roll, one of the best re-
medies in their case, if turned loose into a well littered and
roomy stall. A manger is an incumbrance in a loose stall
and, perhaps, in every other. It must be acknowledged
that, standing loose, a horse uses more litter than when
haltered

;
but there is a far more fatal objection, it aives

the groom more trouble, an object of superior considera-
tion, in his view, than the benefit occurrincr to the health of
the horse from the exercise of turning, stretching, and rol-
ling. —History of the Horse.
Racks and mangers, which are constantly fouled by the

breath of the horse, and the latter frequently by his dun?
when he stands loose, should be regularly scraped and well
washed, with the stall boards, and, indeed, the whole stable
kept m a state of nicety and freedom from all kinds of im-
purities, dust, or cobwebs. Occasional whitewashing is a
wholesome and good practice ; and, after sickness among
the horses, or to drive away vermin, fumigation. In a loose
stall, or box, lor the reason above assigned, there should be
no manger. The modern drawer may be substituted, or
the horse may have his corn in a pail or tub, fixed that hemay not overturn it. A rack seems indispensable, and the
circular, or straight and level one now in use, is to be pre-
ferred, but should, perhaps, be placed lower than usual
since the horse naturally feeds with his head near the
ground. Nothing could be more improper and inconveni-
ent to the horse than the old rack, extending across the
stall and projecting at the summit, whence the animal, in
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order to reach his provender, was compelled to elevate and
place his head in a break neck posture, and was liable to

catch dust, hay seeds, and, as they term them in Hants,

hulls in his eyes, an accident that happened to a colt of

mine, by which he was tortured during five or six weeks.

Low horses experience a difficulty in reaching their proven-

der from these high racks ; and, in cart stables, where
there are still used, it might be better if both rack and man-
ger were placed somewhat lower, and the material of them
in present use, iron, is certainly preferable to wood.
The HAY CHAMBER should be abolished in all regular

stables, applied to a different and better use, and honoured

with a new name. According to the good old and present

custom, as well as of hay, it is the receptacle of all kinds of

filth and impurity—the dung and urine of cats and mice, the

excrements and exuvm of spiders, and the accumulated and
sacred dust of perhaps half a century. Add to these trifles

the perpetually ascending clouds of steam from the stabling

below, contaminating, drying, and exhausting the hay of its

fragance, and of every pure and beneficial quality. Let

the chamber then, if a chamber there must be, be hence-

forth styled the store chamber, and applied to the pur-

pose of containing such articles as may, with most conveni-

ence, be there stored and put out of the way, or be convert-

ed partly into bedrooms for the boys. Hay should remain

in the stack, in order to have it in its utmost fragrance and
moisture of quality, be cut often and taken fresh to the

horses, there being a clean and cool hayroom in the stable

to contain small quantities ; and, if at any time it should be

necessary to cut a considerable quantity, the best mode of

preservation is to bind it in trusses as if for sale. Large

wooden receptacles lined internally and externally with tin,

and placed in a stall or room adjoining the stable, would

prove the most secure and wholesouie keeping for the horse

corn, which should, previously to its being there stowed, be
thoroughly skreened and sifted. The gangway and wails

of the stable should be perfectly clear of all incumbrance of

chests, pails, brooms, shelves, saddles, bridles, or lumber

of any kind, for which extra rooms are the proper place.

The heated and impure atmosphere of sporting, parti-

cularly running stables, has always been a subject of com-

plaint with veterinary writers, and, indeed, when I first knew
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the stables, the practice of making them stoves was carried
to ^cess, the crevices of the doors and windows beincr often
stuffed with foul htter, in order to prevent the evaporation
and escape, if possible, of any of the precious steam. The
first improvement which I noticed in this respect was, as I
remember, in the late Earl Grosvenor^s stables, and we
have since not had much to complain of; and it should be
remembered also, that the horse, constitutionally requires
warmth, that cold and damps in his standing are extremely
prejudicial to him, and that those which are in constant ex-
ercise, exciting perspiration, cannot be safely trusted with-
out clothing. These premises, however, by no means ex-
elude the necessity of allowing only a moderate warmth of
stable temperature, joined to which there is an absolute
necessity of the periodical admission of fresh and pure air.
Ihis rule, too often neglected, should always have place in
the absence of the horses : and opposite windows, north
and south the preferable aspects, are the best media, from
the thorough draught they allow. Great care nevertheless
Should be used to prevent partial currents of chilly and
oggy air, which are extremely dangerous to the heads,
throats, and lungs of horses. The windows or outlets next
the horses should be as high as possible above their headsA thorough draught may be sometimes allowable in the
racing stables during the faint and debilitating heats of the
dog days

;
but in that case, a sound discretion is needful

as 1 have known horses at that season, on an atmospheric
change, suddenly stricken by a chilling blast, rendered
amiss and incapable of going on with their work. 'J'his
would not do prettily within a short time of an engagement
Ihe aeration of the stables being effected by opposite win^
dows, with closed doors, preventji the intrusion of improper
objects

;
none such, however, should be allowed in the

vicinity.

In my book last quoted (History of the Horse), I recom
mended the rotlnda form for stabling, as aflbrdinff the in-
valuable convenience of a circular ride for exercise " The
circular buildings to contain stables, boxes, carriage-
houses, harness and saddle-rooms, granary, lodcrinff for
grooms, smith's forge, surgery, bath, and every other re-
quisite convenience for the horse or his attendants

; the in-
ternal circle to contain a spacious ride, well covered above,
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me, that no two labouring animals ought to be fed together,

or with their heads in reach of each other, where it can be
otherwise ordered.

The splendid coat and superior condition of the English

high kept horse, lie under no small obligation to that ample
carpet of clean straw on which he stands through the day,

and to the full and comfortable bed of the same, on which
he reposes and takes his rest during the night. I have al-

ready spoken of the happy failure of that mean and profit-

less attempt made some years since, to introduce the cus-

tom of compelling our horses to stand upon the bare stones.

1 might have added, this penury is no novelty, since it may
be traced to remote antiquity, and its revival was attempted

in the reign of James I. by Morgan, a writer of that day,

and others ; and successfully ridiculed and opposed by their

contemporary Michael Baret, whose eulo£fy 1 have written

elsewhere. However, est modus in rebus, there is a due
medium in all things, thence the stable can claim no ex-

emption. In littering down a stallion particularly, very

deep, such an accident has occasionally occurred, as his

taking up a straw into his sheath ; in this case, perhaps not

immediately observed, and the horse being unquiet and

fretful, the necessary remedial measures will be difficult,

and a degree of inflammation may ensue, leading to dan-

gerous consequences.

The NOMENCLATURE of the stable, I believe, has not re-

ceived any addition in our days ; servants in tliis capacity

are styled grooms, stable boys, hostlers, and horse keepers
;

the two latter terms referring to those employed where
horses are let out on hire, to inns, and to cart stables ; a

teakettle groom is a functionary well known to that numer-
ous class, who keep a horse upon the economical plan,

without much solicitude as to its figure and condition ; this

boy or man also takes his share in domestic services, or

perhaps is employed by several masters to take care of

their horses. In grooms of this description, of course,

much nicety of stable attention is not to be expected, which
requires not only a specific knowledge of the duty itself,

but also a certain dexterity of hand to put it in practice.

Persons intrusting their horses to the manatrement of such

grooms or horse keepers, after a due attention to the grand

point of feeding, will find it another very important point,
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to have a constant eye upon the legs and kei of their ani-
mals, that they be left perfectly clean, dry, cool, and as
smooth as the nature of their skin and hair will admit • and
this more particularly on the approach of winter In this
part of their duty it is, where ordinary stable men are most
deficient, and should a horse be round and fleshv lejjaed
thence naturally disposed to grease and scratches, Tfew
days neglect may render him an excellent winter patient to
the farrier. To acquire a decent knowledge of stable
discipline and the adroit and skilful use of the currycomb,
the brush, the whisp, and the scissors, a year or two, at
least, is necessary in a regular stable ; of such, the turf and
hunting stables stand at the head, and good grooming is to
be found m the upper class of livery stables in the metro-
polis.

On the grand point noted above, the master's attention
to the article of feeding, I can speak feelingly, though from
a remote period. I had a groom, who, in a stable to him-
self, looked after two hacks, when a neighbour, somewhat
at the latest, gave me information that my man had, during
many months, carried on a considerable trade with a Smith-
held jobber, the articles being my hay and corn. I took
this fellow before a magistrate, but contrived to decline a
prosecution, thinking it full enough to be fleeced by these
rascals in the first instance, without being fleeced a second
time by the law. Again, on the legs and feet, I remember
an old Newmarket man saying to a voung stable lad in Lon-
don, '' Take care of your horse's Jegs and feet, his other
parts will take care of themselves." in the running stables,
and indeed in considerable hunts, a boy or lad is required
to every horse, all being under the inspection of the head or
training groom

;
but in the common way, a groom will look

after a couple of hunters or hacks. There is little regu-
larity generally in cart stables, but the care of four horees
is labour suflicient for one diligent and able man. Of the
discipline of military stables, and of the ridinrr school I
know nothing from experience. I have never played at
soldiers since my boyhood.

Clothing is unnecessary during tbe summer season to all
descriptions, excepting the race horse

;
yet the custom has

generally prevailed with respect to the saddle and coach
horse, excepting perhaps in the extreme heats of the dog



•er-

92 THE HORSE. THE HORSE. 93

M'

days ;
it is, however, absolutely necessary in all cold or

chilly seasons, with horses that are expected to exhibit con-
dition. The usual suit is a kersey sheet and quarter piece,
or only a sheet, girded with a broad roller ; this roller, our
tea-kettle grooms, in former days, were in the habit of
girting so tight, that the horse stood in constant pain, with
the sage purpose, in their phrase, of " getting up his car-

case ;" the evil of carrying such a one, granting it an evil,

can only be safely remedied by dry meat and regular ex-
ercise. Thanks to the common sense of modern limes,
this, and scores of other most ridiculous, barbarous, and
useless knoiving tricks, by which, even more than by his la-

bour, the life of this most useful animal was embittered,
have happily become, in a great measure, obsolete and for-

gotten in our stables.

All* coach and cart horses, whilst abroad upon duty and
standing still, during cold rains, fogs, or piercing winds,
should have a substantial dry covering thrown over their

loins
; and if in such weather they can be kept from stand-

ing exposed to a current of chilling air, for example, within
or opposite to a gateway, it may Imply prevent a cold and
running at the nose, caught in one minute, which may re-

quire one month to remove. The hood and breastplate
complete the suit above referred to ; but these last are only
used in sickness to horses generally in or out of the stable.

Hacks kept in high condition, and hunters, are mostly ex-
ercised in their clothes ; but since they must be exposed to

the weather in actual service, it probably might be full as

well to accustom them to its vicissitudes, by the grooms
taking them out without clothing, since they are seldom
exercised abroad in wet weather.

Some horses, either from inferior breeding, constitution-
al peculiarity, disease, or neglect, retain a rough and long
coat a considerable time after their introduction into a good
stable

; this troublesome eyesore induced some enterpri-
sing and hasty gentleman in the country, to revive the old
and worthily forgotten practice of CLipriNG or burning
the coats of these hirsute animals, so taking time by the
forelock. Here, suppose the horse not naturally bristly, in

sound health, but only out of condition, good grooming and
keep will soon lay his coat smooth, without either the

trouble of barbering, or the after risk of catching cold

;

otherwise, should the eyesore arise from breedincr or iis-
ease, he may be sheared annually like another sheep, but
not quite to so beneficial a purpose

; this farce in mv time
ijas been got up, and represented a few times, and then
damned. 1 wenty years hence, some sporting wa<r may
reintroduce it as a novelty.

^ <=> ^ "*jr

It would be useless to be very particular as to the man-
ODuvres or handiwork habitually observed in the regular
dressing of ahorse, they differ very httle, if any, from those
in fashion, in the days of our third or fourth grandfathers.
1 remember, in early days, ordering a smock frock, and
giving a xNevvmarket lad a guinea to initiate me ; but in good
truth, 1 should perform very awkwardly at this time of day.
It IS not to be learned alphabetically, but practically in the
stable, and thus much may sufHce-the groom, currycomb
and brush m hand, curries the nag all over, from the ear
roots to his knees and hocks, then brushes, and uses the
whisp and rubber to lay his coat perfectly smooth. High
bred, delicate, and fine skinned horses are particularly tick-
lish and skittish during this operation, and I have formerly
adverted to the music of the ratling chains in Newmarket
stable during the dressing time ; the boys had then a vicious
haljit ol teaching their iiorses to throw out behind : and Ihad once a very fair chance to have left a certain stable
without my head, at least, with only a part of it. What Iam about to say of currying is certainly not addressed to re-
gular and intelligent grooms; but in ordinary stables, the
currycombs are sometimes so sharp, and used with so heavy
a hand by stable Johnny Raws, that they become instru-
ments of torture instead of pleasure and gratification as
they ought ever to be. rendering it impossible for the ani-mal to endure it quietly

; the hard headed and insensible
two legged brute in the mean time, seeking to enforce ab-
solute and quiet submission by repetitions of the severest
chastisement. This master's eye, which, accordin<r to the
old proverb, « makes the horse fat," should also be directed
to the currycombs with which his horse is dressed
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The English stable food for saddle horses, consists of

meadow hay, oats white or black, and small or horse beans

;

the latter when used, in the proportion of a pint or up-

wards to a peck of oats, or handful to a feed. Beans, a

binding and strengthening food are for ordinary occasions,

as to encourage mastication, some horses swallowing their

oats whole. Neither new oats nor beans should be used, as

they loosen and scour the horse ; should it be necessary to

use such, they should be previously kiln dried. White pease

are occasionally substituted for beans, chiefly, 1 believe, in

the running stables. A small quantity of the chaft' of Kny

mixed in a feed of oats, is often found useful. Short,

plump, heavy oats, as free from husk as they can be pro-

cured, and perfectly sweet, are cheaper at the extra price,

than the light and ordinary samples; three quarters of a

peck of the one will impart more strength to the horse,

than a peck of the other ; that, suppose the keeper of a

hack allowed him but three quarters of good corn per day,

the nag would be more thankful to him for that allowance,

than for a peck of the light and chafly, musty and ordinary

species. 1 incline to think that white oats as well as in

price, are higher in value, than black. I tried ground corn

for cart horses during several years, but could perceive no

advantage from it ; it can only be necessary for horses un-

able to masticate.

We find in books, particularly of the military class, pre-

cise rules by the scale, for the quantity of hay to be al-

lowed to a horse by day and by night ; such regulations

may be necessary in the barracks, but they are not worth

the paper on which they are written, in any other stables.

The size, appetites, digestive powers of horses, and the

peculiar services to which they may be destined, diflier so

widely, that no general rule in this respect can be estab-

lished. Corn lying in a small compass, but imparting the

chief nutriment, hay is given to fill up, to distend the body

of the horse, affording a different and inferior species of

nutriment ; the quantity required by each individual must

be left to the experience of the groom, but more to that of

the master, if he be a horseman. The only rule is to allow

t

as much hay as a horse can eat with an appetite, granting
no ill consequences to resuU. Some horses, from a natural
voraciousness, or from complaints in the stomach, will be
cravmg and eating hay, night and day

; others will con-
stantly pick and pull it under their feet. In course, these
must be restricted in quantity, and have it frequently dis-
pensed. I have spoken of abolishing racks and mancrers,
but It IS not very apparent how we could dispense with
racks. Horses feed by night, and to prevent waste, the
mass of hay allowed them should be as much as possible
out of their reach, comeatable only a mouthful at a time.
Orooms are wonderfully alarmed at horses eating their
iitter, an affair which never disturbed me, since 1 never
observed from it any ill consequences

; but when a horse
€at3 foul Iitter (and I have known them eat diintr) it indi-
cates a bad state of the stomach, arising probably from
acid crudities, and a want of purging; as to straw, it is the
common food of the horse in countries and on soils, either
not grassy like ours, or arid during the summer from the
solar heat. The coarser kinds of hay are too filling and
burdensome to the saddle horse, which has to move quick,
and must have no impediments in the way of the active
functions of his lungs. But in the case of a horse that
IS washy, as it is styled, and throws off his excrements too
.quickly, a small quantity of clover, lucerne or melilot hay,
intermixed with the meadow, may be beneficial : with such
horses, however, light work and short journeys are most
convenient.

I am not now so much among grooms as formerly, but
1 remember that the old grooms, although so fond of bub
themselves, were dreadfully alarmed lest their horses should
be given to drinking

; looking upon them as full brothers in
blood to sheep and rabbits, and that water was at best, a
necessary evil. Now though I have had all sorts and des-
criptions of horses, lame, blind, broken winded, glandered—I never stinted a horse of his water in my life, yet never
experienced any ill consequences from such license. To
7® gf

"^^'•a' notion, that thick or broken winded horses
should be kept from drink, is to be attributed their well
known greediness of it ; and after all, perhaps no horsea
nave greater need of it ; excess in the case is clearly
another thing

; every one knows that a horse in a state of
I 2
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the horse. Their feeds of com, or corn and beans, are

usually and properly mixed with cut chaff, or as they phrase

it, in Hants and Berks, hulls ; bran or coarse pollard are

also used with the corn and beans. I fed my cart horses,

which, on a certain occasion, were put to the severest la-

bour that can be endured by the draught horse, with beans

and chaff, during several years. In Norfolk, it has lately

become the practice among the farmers, to feed their horses

on barley instead of oats, as more economical, and accor-

ding to their experience, equally nutritive and beneficial to

the animals ; I believe they steep, or malt the barley. With
respect to horse corn, 1 have said, because I have proved it

on frequent experience—the heaviest and best is the cheap-

est ; the analogy holds with regard to hay, on which I can-

not speak more to the purpose than I have in another place.

** I shall make a single remark on the miserable, harsh, and

sapless garbage, on which farm horses, in some places, are

stuffed and blown out. Where from poverty this cannot

be avoided, it is but necessary evil, otherwise it is pure

deception in the guise of economy ; for exclusive of the

insalubrity of such food? and its tendency to produce ob-

struction, broken wind, grease from poverty of the blood,

bHndness, and a train of kindred maladies, the cattle soon

decline to half their proper strength and utility, and hasten

to a premature old age. I know not how much, the rub-

bish here alluded to may be improved by boiling and conti-

nental cookery ; but I am convinced that no method of

dressing can impart to sapless haum that power of nutrition

which nature has denied it."

—

History of the Horse*

SECTION XIX.—The straw yard.

It is the good custom of persons who do not ride on horse-

back during the winter season, more especially in the me-

tropolis, to send their hacks to straw yard ; a winter's run

abroad also is the last and best remedy for horses of all

descriptions, so far injured by labour, in their feet, joints,

and sinews, as to be without the pale of stable remedy, and

with no other hope, than to be new made and born again

of their foster mother, the cool earth, and through the
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bracmg and consolidating influence of a winter's atmos-
phere. But here caveat doctor, for it was too much the
custom formerly, for persons to advertise straw yards for
wmtermg horses at a low price, where they were so low
kept and exposed to all the inclemencies of the season,
that m however good condition when sent, they returned
in the spring, emaciated and in the state of dog-horses.
Ihis was the case, a most shameful one indeed, with Bish-
op s famous old trotting mare, which died in the stables
he day after her being taken up

; and I recollect an ac-
tion brought on the similar case of a pair of coach horses,
nearly starved to death in the same way. Nothing can be
more unt linking and cruel, than to turn off a poor worked
and disabled horse, accustomed to warm stablin<r and solid
meat, forcing him to encounter starvation amid'' all the ri-
gours of winter, without shelter or comfort, more especial-
y if aged, and with teeth not at all calculated for the mas-
tication of straw

; there are, however, always proper places
of his kind, withm ten or twenty miles of London, <rene-
rally advertised, in which horses may be safely confided,
dependent on their owners' inspection or necessary inqui-

I always preferred parks as most secure, and where the
supply of hay and grass is most certain

; and whilst I re-
sided m.Surrey, I have had horses up from Bushey Park,
alter a winter's run, in good flesh and with a sleek coat

;but I did not turn my horses off, whether for winter or sum-
mer, and think no more about them till I wanted them
home. My plan was as follows, imprimis^ I spoke properly
to the park-keeper, soliciting the honour of his acquaint-
ance lor my horse or horses. In the next place, a visit
was paid them every month or six weeks by myself or
groom, in order to judge of their condition, and particular-
ly to inspect the state of their feet, and to have recourse
when needful to the assistance of the neighbouring smith.
Some days previously to their being dismissed from the
stable, their clothes, ifany, were taken off, and their shoes,
It old

;
their feet pared so far as to promote the future

sound growth of the hoof, and light new narrow-webbed
shoes put upon them, somewhat shorter than those to which
the horses had been accustomed in work. During many
years, turning off horses of almost every description, whe-
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ther in winter or summer, I do not recollect the occurrence
of a single accident, or of any thing but signal benefits to

the animals, and profit to myself. Since the trade of horse
stealing has become so general, and has met with such no-
table encouragement from proprietors, a park will no doubt
be deemed the most secure place, by that minority who are

disinclined to join in the general sentiment of apathy, and
who are really in earnest, on the score of shutting the stable

door before the horse be stolen. The terms at Osterly

Park at present, for wintering a horse, are two guineas for

six weeks, none being admitted for a less period. A dry
soil, at least a sufficient part of the land being sound and
dry, a comfortable and dry layer, whether in sheds or yards,

affording a sufficient shelter from the inclemencies of the

season, are indispensable for wintering the horse, or indeed
any other animal. Corn is, in course, an extra charge.

Formerly, observing in Middlesex, much long autumnal
grass unused and lying in waste, or for manure, it occurred
to me, that such lattersmith, clover, or lucerne, cut, and
made into a stack with oat straw, in alternate layers, might
prove good fodder for cattle and sheep after Christmas,

when that article is often so much in request. Many years

have since passed ; but 1 recollect an experiment on a small

scale, when it appeared to me probable, that the straw ab-

sorbed the vegetables' juices, and was thence rendered
more nutritive. In consequence, I proposed this plan in

my books, from which it was subsequently transferred into

several other publications, without acknowledgment, and
into the newspapers ; but I have not yet seen or heard of

any experiments, which I would earnestly recommend.
Doctors differ on the comparative merits of oat and barley

straw. On the continent, and so far as I am acquainted, in

the eastern parts of England, the preference is given to oat

straw ; in the western to that of barley : I am not on the

eastern side of the question.

I glanced above at the subject of horse stealing ; but

if, in 1796 (Philosophical and practical Treatise on Horses,

vol. i. p. 540), the numbers stolen appeared to me extra-

ordinary, what is to be said of the enormity of the numbers
stolen during the last seven years ? Why, that steaHng

horses is one of the most important branches of the general,

notable, and acknowledged trade in felony. This is, how-
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ever, not the place for a discussion of the why and thewherefore that such a profession should houZX^M^ed a rank m our nationa system Manv ,,^o
"'^''"k"^^"-

the above da.e. a near conUttion o^.Tne^rtrd'Slon, of wh.cn no tulmgs could ever be heard, not«^thLnding the most in. mediate, persevering, and e^tensT e
2'

nes and researches. The loss ..rrJ^T^S;grating on consideration that the horse was reckonpH .h!

tor a true Suffolk punch, and valued at a hi^li nrice TOS a mare from off a common
; I well remember, at'thisd.stance of t,me, seeing her looking over the gate desros

no more I thenceforth turned rnv attention to the discovery of some plan of security in ihis case, but with little

Sefs^r'" T'"'^«'Vnvprospect of s.'.cces; Amotother schemes it occurred to me that it wouhl, at leasrnuf

and file'nt"?- " "r ""T'-^''''^ ^^y' ''
^ -sehifd

chafing, bearing the owner's name and place of abode

7:ZTX"' T°V'" ^"k^"''
"•• P''^'^^" of /lie anima whenturned abroad. In or about the year 1 825. a certain <,mi.hor manufacturer of Farnham, exLbited a ring oTthis description, and advertised it. in course, as his own plan Nobody however, within my knowledge, incurred the troubLof the experiment, though several London smiths assuredme that it would not be very practicable to get through afile proof nng. At any rate, a wooden label up^on the manes

rid n"'',"''
'he horns of cows, running ufon commonland, may have some convenience in case^of their strayingIn fine, to parody an old parliamentary phrase, " the influ

oufht" , r'";''"""?
'"^ *""^«^^''' i^ increasing, andought to be diminished." I apprehend, however, our

irT \"17''" '"'^^ ""« '""^h m both cases. And .t i,really laughable to observe what immense pains men willtake in the second instance, who are so tardv and averse o

become tofl
'." ""^ ^"^

'

'"'" '^'^ "'"' '^''en it shaM ha e

reward
.

But for one countervailing reason I would adopt

nounced from the bench, no pardon for horsestealers; andlet ,t be rigidly acted upon. Such vast numbers of horaes

1 1.
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and cattle have been stolen, that it would well be worth

while to organize a night patrol, in many parts, and to be

active universally throughout the country in clogging, with

every possible difliculty, this most flourishing trade. I for-

merly preached, and from experience too, on the great use

of bells and small barking dogs in dwelling houses, but, as

other reverend preachers have spent their breath, so have

I shed my ink, in vain.

SECTION XX.—Exercise.

Not arguments, reminiscence only can be wanted on

the necessity of exercise for the stabled horse ; more espe-

cially the high fed, in order to remove bodily obstructions,

promote the secretions, and a due circulation of the fluids.

Air and exercise regard two material objects, preservation

of the horse's health, and putting him into a condition, en-

abling him in due time, to undergo with vigour, and in a

creditable style, such exertions as may be required of him.

The species intended in this place are saddle and coach

horses ; or indeed any, with the exception of the sporting

kind, racers and hunters, which demand a more material

and extensive consideration. For those horses, of what-

ever description, which are engaged in constant labour

abroad, beyond all doubt, that exercise is most salubrious

and preservative which they can give to themselves upon a

comfortable and well littered bed, not being made a fixture

to the manger, but having full liberty to change their posi-

tion, to turn, lie down, and roll, seeking the best postures

in which to assuage their aches and pains ; to stretch their

contracted, and to ease and support their loosened sinews.

For this desirable end, the loose stall already described, for-

merly entitled by an old friend, the Laurentian stall, aflbrds

the readiest opportunities.

To keep the horse in condition, there is much pith and

meaning in that word, he should be taken out twice, or

once a day, according to season and the state of the weath-

er. These airings should be daily and regular, omitted

only in those excesses of foul weather, the exposure to

which can be beneficial neither to man or beast. The to-

lerance, however, must not so the Ipnofh «r «
groom who is afraid of rufflinl h J'J^^^^^

^

his legs, from the dread of a &',',^^^^^^^^
covered ndes m great stables ,and those in hvery stable«afford an miportant convenience during badwS Thpexerc.se of horses in constant work, should neverbe of iIpspeedy or ratthng kind

; their labour is, in general suffiV^ent to wear out their legs and feet full s^on fnolh Slkmg exercise alone, will keep a horse in Jn^A ^^
beyond this, the slow trot, the mode" "joTne^^^^^^^^^^the canter should not be exceeded. The na^ mav itaccustomed and trained to that pace whfch Ts^ZlrreAand most used by the master • anH « cur V

^'^"^^^

greatly m b.s mouth, paces and habits. Many horses l^Am nature and really valuable, may have been rS 3imperfectly broken. Such are apt to mix and rnn »hopaces one into another, shufflin/betwerwa J and io.'

lorn I""
'"' '"' '=='"'^'- '' '' 'he busrne of a good£oom dunng exercise, to correct these errors of profress.on. and to accustom the horse to change freely andSv"from one pace to the other. The vice ofshS and Mart

elt'Z'lT " --''"*"'« "^^•-' --d3i 'ex.-X hv
man have two or three horees to look

solre -Lr •"'"'"'"'" •""
r"'''

"°' have much timHopare
;
but m any case, an hour is sufficient for the airing

hi!; J y ''^"'«'' '" mornmg, noon, or a summer afternoonh gh fed horses should be taken out with eZl ^oZ7h'
Wes"' butls'iVl"' Tf" '"-'- °f exercVe fLTthte

cesTvVor I'v'
"London, there may be sometimes a ne-

nfoi {h u ^""""^ "'^"' "P"" "•« pavement, where the
*'

pace should never exceed the slow trot.

h,l> /.!."°'-^'"'".'f
myself from saying a few words in behalf of the miserable victims of our public road work «. tL

in::T: "Tr' '•^ ^ "^s"^''""'' discourtgi^;';;'

t

Pos'ibI tr Th'
"'«" '"y ^monstrances orMvice'cTnpossibly be. The poor foundered and crippled post hacko coach horse, whilst unengaged and standing day after

in an
.?"'^ ,'" "" '"''"^«'' *" " -"'^^^oWe narrfw stall, is

heated ?,1" h""""'/ V"
'"''"' "^ '""«' '"'m ">e foul ;.^dheated atmosphere of the stable, and also of liberty and

V

u\
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motion for his stiffened limbs. It is true that the owners

of these are convinced of the necessity of such relief, since

we are constantly seeing horses of this description exercised

upon the London pavement, or in miserable coachyards,

every step over the rough and uneven surface of which

must prove a renewed torture to the animals' crippled

joints and surbated hoofs. But what is still worse, the

hard headed, inconsiderate, and no-hearted owners of these

miserable beasts set up heavy fourteen or fifteen stone fel-

lows, equally considerate with themselves, to ride exer-

cise ; or urchins of boys, bred in the same school, whip or

stick in hand, to abuse, harass, and flurry the poor animals

up and down, sorely pained and wincing at every step.

The indoor exercise for cripples is, in course, the loose

stable ; abroad, soft ground when at hand, the only pace a

walk, and if the horse must be ridden, a light weight ; better

still that he be led by the rider of another horse. The
country, however, affords opportunities for these horses to

air and exercise themselves, which is far the most beneficial

course. The following occurrence, as the reader will per-

ceive, not one of the pleasing kind to me, will be in place

here: returning from the cattle show, I met, in Gray's

Inn Road, a powerful fellow, apparently belonging to a

livery stable, upon a bay nag, trotting, which he checked

with a powerful curb and all his force repeatedly, at very

quick intervals, as though it were his purpose to break the

animal's jaw bone, at the same time ramming the spurs in-

to him with the utmost force, in similar repetitions. The

horse made no resistance, but trotted on quietly. Now, in

the name of common sense and rational horsemanship,

what could be the intent and purpose of all this ? I am

yet too young and inexperienced to discover in it any pro-

bable or possible advantage.

SECTION XXL—PuBCHASE.
A./tfii

To commence with the hackney. Every one knows

the resorts for buying and selling horses—fairs, repositories,

and the stables of dealers. Few, moreover, are ignorant

of the considerable difficulty, notwithstanding sQch vast

i
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numbers of horses are bred in this country, of obtaining
that which may be truly pronounced a good, sound, and
useful hack

: the reason of this, however, is sufficiently ob-
vious. In the first place, the number of ill-formed horses,
calculated neither for use or beauty of figure, notwith-
standing our great advantages as a breeding country, seems
out of all fair proportion, and the early and excessive la-
bour to which we expose them, subjects them to such pre-
mature decay, that it is too often very difficult to meet
with a second-hand, or worked nag, in a thoroughly sound
state, however young he may be. The immense and con-
stant demand also for horses, greatly diministes the chance
ot hnding a good one, and with respect to those of hiffh
quahfications, they never abound, or fail to command a
high price. It is probable, that the saddlehorse of fifty or
sixty years since, was more useful than of the present day.
as having more substance, less height, and shorter legs, yet
with a good, and for the road, sufficient mixture of racinff
blood. Perhaps the first, and most important counsel to
be given in this case, is to advise, that no inexperienced
person attempt to purchase a horse for himself; for there
are so many consid^rationo involved in tho act, and so many
difficulties of decision to be encountered, that the most ex-
perienced horsemen often hesitate, and not seldom, after
a purchase, find themselves outwitted by the mere nature
ot the case. A dealer of first rate experience, and with
every requisite for conducting his business upon the most
advantageous terms, shall purchase and bring up a string
of horses from the country to the metropolis, and subse-
quently find most of them greatly below his first expecta-
tion. Ihe safest course then for a buyer without experi-
ence, is to engage a thorough judge of the kind of horse
in request, with a proper remuneration, if necessary. As
to buying a horse of a friend, an old jockey of my acquain-Unce used to declare, that of all sellers he would least
choose a friend

; adding, that it was too much to expect
Ironi any man the unaccountable honesty of crying stink-
ing fish. The too general neglect of this counsel has been
the chief cause of the many fatal accidents with which the
public press has teemed of late years. Vicious, restive,
and runaway horses have been uncommonly numerous, and
tte greater number of accidents have arisen from horses in
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harness. This has, in great measure, been the result of
defective breaking and training in the horse, the supply of
the vast demand in this country perhaps not admitting of
sufficient time for that purpose. The defect is more ma-
terially perceived in regard to horses for single harness,
which are in common pushed off by the dealers as quiet,

after having perhaps been only two or three times driverr;

We need not wonder at any sinister result to an inexperi-

enced or even an experienced hand, with such horses in a
crowded metropolis, or the roads in its vicinity. Nor is the
riding or driving such, at all just or fair towards the pub-
lic, even if ike parties themselves have so slender a regard
for their own lives and limbs ; which brings to a recollec-

tion a lamentable accident of the present year, the death of
a well known dealer, from riding in the environs of Lon-
don, a mare that was a notorious runaway. This person,
though a middle aged man, had doubtless the too common
forgetfulness of the dangers to which he was exposing
others. I have known in various instances, confirmed run-
aways, biters, and kickers, indeed have possessed several

of each kind, in which the vice was constitutional, inherent,

and incurable.

A buyer of horses, particularly if not quite aufait at the

critical business, should have in ready memory and his

mind's eye, a list of their possible and too common defects,

with a quick sense of the old caveat emptor. Here then, I

again present them to the reader from . my old treatise, in

the ancient slang of the stables, not yet become obsolete,

with some additions

:

'
. Abrupt setting on of the head, Cockthroppled, or crest-

reversedf the substance of the neck being placed below.

Shoulders of insufficient compass, depth, and substance, or

upright, instead of declining towards the waist, or gross
and heavy, Legginess, or too great length of leg. Round
andfleshy legs. Deficient muscular substance in the thighs
andfore-arms, or those too loaded with flesh. Girth too

narrow in proportion to the size of the horse. Want oj

width and substance in the loins, frequently with the appear-

ance of a sinking or cavity across the fillets. Deficiency

of width, or extension of the hinder quarters ; the hinder

approaching nearer to each other than theforefeet. Want
of substance in the leg bones. Crookedness in the hocka
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and pastern joints, or sickle-hammed. String halt, or
catching up of the hinder legs. Going hammer andpincers
together, or over-reaching

. Faulty position of tL feeUfrom crooked pasternjoints, the toe being either turned out-ward or inward. Soft and delicate, white, or party colour-
ed, wrinkled, or broad andflat, or deep ass-like hoofs, wUhnarrow heels and deficientfrogs. Dead hair, sadrdss, and
dull eyes, the indices of impending rottenness. Fetid dis-chargefrom the nostrils. Defective wind.
As a commentary on this text, the abrupt setting on of

the head may prevent the horse from reining well, for which
a curve at the extremity of the neck is necLary, with the
addition that abruptness detracts from the line of beauty
rhe same with regard to the cockthroppled in both re-
spec s. Deep, dechning, and as it is termed, counter,
shoulders, are materially promotive, if not absolutely ne-
cessary o speedy progression ; firm substance, muscular
also, m those parts, ,s of material consequence, as fleshy
grossness and heaviness, are a material defect. Narrow
girth and legginess indicate weakness and liability to the
legs mterfering Weak and unsubstantial loins need no
comment, m reference to an animal destined to bear bur-
dens Extent in the hinder quarter is a very important
point, not only for the support of the loins, but as placing
the feet sufficiently apart to prevent interfering, knocking,
or the speedy cut It is an old and general rule, that a
horse can scarcely go too wide behind, or too close be-
lore. Smallness of the bone below the knee, and of the
mnews, evince too much delicacy in those parts, and in-
aptitude to endure the concussion of the hard road, or to
support a heavy weight ; and if, of all other horses, it may
be deemed of the least consequence to the racer, there can
be no doubt that even to that class, a large and clean
cannon bone, with tough and prominent sinews, form an
inestimable qualification. Crookedness in the hocks and
pastern joints, is an evidence of natural weakness in those
parts, mducing irregular action, by striking and wounding
the legs, on which sundry cautions have been already given!
yoing hammer and pincers together, points to over-reach-
ing,or the hinder toes striking the fore heels, one of the
roost perilous defects of the saddle horse, since it has so
Often happened, that from the hinder and foreshoes being
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interlocked, the horse, has come down in a mode the moat
probable to inflict the severest injury upon the rider.

String halt, or a convulsive catching up of the hinder legs,

is not deemed a mark of unsoundness ; but in excess is an
unsightly defect, though generally of tough and good horses.

The elder Tattersall used to say, that he scarcely recollect-

ed a bad string halted horse. The hoofs described as de-

fective are contrasted by the dark whole coloured, shining,

and tough-horned hoof, of appropriate size to the size of
the horse, neither deep nor flat, with a wide and open heel,

substantial bars, and dry, tough, and sufficiently enlarged
frogs. Splents, spavens, ring bones, capped hocks, quit-
tor, AND false quarters, AND CRACKS, CORNS, BRUISES, OR
RUNNING THRUSHES, havc been described in the Section on
the legs. It is needless to direct the attention of a buyer to

the EYES of a horse in the first instance ; but he may be
reminded of the occasional hereditary and constitutional

blindness of that animal, of which there may be indications,

the horse being young, though his sight may not be yet

materially affected. It is an ancient stable warrant, that

the wall eyed horse never becomes blind ; an instance of
which indeed has not hitherto come within my observation.

Hereafter followeth the ceremony of inspection, for the

purpose of purchasing a horse. If from a dealer, it is to

the interest of the purchaser, as a preliminary to bar

FIGGING or fundamental firing with ginger ; the which,

however it may render the patient apparently active and
showy, will likewise contribute to hide defects from the

buyer, as well as to render the animal restless and skittish,

and in an improper state for a close and minute examina-

tion. Thus it is safer to substitute—bar ginger for ware-

house ? The first should be a stable examination ; ever to

be preceded indeed by the question, " Is the horse quiet to

go up to ?" On this point, it may not be amiss to observe,

that there is a possible risk of danger (1 have experienced

the reality) in walking along a stable gangway at the heels

of strange horses, some one of which, by ill-hap, may be a

kicker. This, naturally enough, leads to a kicking compa-
rison between the horse and the cow. The horse salutes

you with his heels thrown out straight-forward behind ; the

cow with one hoof directed laterally, or from her side,

whence many a meal of milk has perished which might
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have been saved, had mother nature taught the cow tokick straight forward a tergo. like the horse For the

tion from the advice I gave many years since, to which Ihave nothing of importance to add.
"Now for the accustomed ceremonial of examining ahorse in order to purchase. Having already be^n madeacquamted with the terms, and that fhe nag i's quiet to an!proach, giving him some gentle warning with your voiceyou go up to h.m in his stall, on the near (left) sidJ,Tndlaying your hand on his forehand (touching h s heZ)you proceed from thence to examine his eyesf mouth andcountenance

;
still holding his head, and turning your ownto the right about,,y^.^have a view of the curve of h^sneck, the height of his forehand, the position of his shou !

der, and the substance of his forearm. Returnincr to h s

fn!*n^' ;h^''" ^'T"^ '^ ^'' ^^^' ^"^ ^^^'^ "^i""tely exam!mng with your fingers, every part, from above, below
withmside, and without. You will not forget the virjil
integrity of the knees, so much and so justly m request '^so
difficult IS this to repair, either by nature or art, whenonce violated, that I am almost tempted to add it as a fifth
to the four irrevocable things, tempus, juventus, terbum
dictum, et virgtnitas.

"Being satisfied respecting his foretrain, your eye andhand will glance over his back, girting place, carcass and
loins

;
thence proceeding to his hinder-quarter, and the

setting on of his tail. You will judge how far he agrees
'

in each and every respect with those rules of proportion
already laid down.-The hinder legs and feet will demand
a share of attention, full as minute as the fore ones • and Imust once again repeat my advice, that the inside'or hoi-
Jow ot the hock be not passed without due notice, as iscommonly the case

; since it often happens, that the inju-
nes of hard labour are most apparent in those parts A
survey of the other side of the horse, concludes the stable
examination.

"Suffer no person belonging to the seller to be with you
in the stall (unless you know and are well satisfied with the
dealer s character) during your inspection, that the horse
may not be rendered unquiet, either designedly, or at the
inere presence of a habitual tormentor. A short time since

4
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I had occasion to examine a horse, for a friend, at the sta-

ble of a considerable dealer; it was a very beautiful and

well shaped nag, but, as is commonly the hard fate of such

he appeared to have done too much work. The altendant,

from a superabundant share of regard to my safety, mus

needs hold the horse's head whilst I exammed his legs, still

assuring me he was perfectly quiet; nevertheless, every

time 1 attempted to feel below his knees, the horse started,

and flew about the stall in a strange manner, to the no

small risk of my toes and shins. Whilst I stood musing

and wondering what beside the devil could possibly ail the

animal, I discovered a short whip under the arm ol the

jockey, with which he had, no doubt, tickled the neck and

chest of the horse, whenever I stooped down with the m-

tent of handling his legs. I wished this adept good morn-

•

'"a crood quiet stable survey is a material prelude, the

horse "being under none of that excitenr^ent which will pro-

bably have place in him when abroad upon the show. Un-

less/indeed, he should have been previously subject to that

most barbarous stable discipline which I too often witness-

ed in davs of yore, but wliich, I hope, does not m the pre-

sent da>^, at least, not in so great a degree or so usuahy,

disgrace the conduct of our dealers. I refer to the daily,

too probably almost hourly, attendance of a fellow with a

whip, who flogs and cuts the horses up and down m their

stalls, causing them to jump and fly about as if mad, keep-

ins them in such a constant state of miserable apprehen-

sion, that they dread the approach of any human bein^.

The motive of this was to render them active, ready, and

lively on a show, and to hide defects ;
and, as an exagge-

ration of this monstrous barbarity, the unfortunate cripples

had even an additional share of this discipline, being whip-

ped and beat most cruelly for putting out, in order to ease,

a crippled limb. I vouch as an eye witness. It was a con-

Btant practice at the repositories, with the poor worn out

machiners and post hacks, and I have related, m my old

treatise, the case of a beautiful mare, so totally worn out,

that every step she took was obviously attended with acute

torture, whipped, and cut, ^^^^ ^eat, and checkedJth^^^^^

curb, with all the force that a powerful ruffian could exert,

whilst the tears were dropping from her sightless eyes

.

The intervention of more than fifty years has not allayed

my suffering at this sight; which seemed not to attract even

the notice of any other, among numerous spectators ; but

1 am not ashamed to acknowledge, that, whilst 1 now write,

and at this distance of time, my heart is agonized at the

recollection ! This was some time before the sale began,

and the most disabled of the horses were led out in order

to receive the habitual discipline. I ought not to omit that,

however the fact may be, constant as my visits have been

at Tattersall's, I never witnessed such a practice at tlial

repository, nor at the Horse Bazaar. I remember to liave

seen the proprietor of a repository, from whom I had ex-

pected better things, whip an animal in the above mode,

until it fell down upon the stones ; fortunately, or unfor-

tunately, it was able to get upon its legs again.

Since writing the above 1 regret to say, on disgusting

experience, that I have been paying an unmerited compli-

ment to the humanity of the present day. The barbarous

and revolting custom above stigmatized, I fear, prevails in

as 'great, perhaps a greater degree than ever, among the

persons referred to, from the greater number of victims*

The miserable objects of our road work, worn down to the

very dregs of existence and ability for labour, aged, lame,

blind, racked and strained in every nerve and every joint,

and the more miserable and deplorable the case, the great-

er and the more lancinating the severity, are by common
custom, previously to being offered for sale, exposed to the

utmost torture that can be inflicted by the whip, whether

by force or the horrible ingenuity of applying it to those

parts of the animal most susceptihle of acute feeling.

Abuse and irritation begin in the stable, and the wretched,

intimidated, and apprehensive animal led out, his mouth
checked and torn at intervals by a severe bit, is then assail-

ed by a powerful fellow, who gives the discipline of the

whip with his utmost force. If it be possible to adduce

any thing partaking more of cruelty and absurdity than

this, it is the inadvertence and apathy of the public there-

to ; and even the opinions of men of somewhat high pre-

tension, who, being apprised of the custom, very coolly

view and descant upon it as a measure which the interest

of the seller renders necessary. Let us, for a moment, take

this for granted—what follows ? It is an interest foully

V
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obtained through the medium of injustice and cruelty. A

man has an undoubted property in h.s animal ;
on the o1.her

hand, that animal, inforo conscM, m sound moral, y,

and, as it ought to be, in the eye of the law, h.is an equally

valid claim upon the justice and compassion of his proprie-

tor. That system of laws in a state, which does not in-

elude the protection of animals, however perfect in other

respects, is, pro tanto, defective and barbarous.

I recal the above momentary grant, on experience pro-

bably as Ion, as that of any man. The abuse rests on a

around totally different from that of necessity, in fact, it is

In abuse which no necessity of the species pointed out can

iustifv Its only necessity resides in a custom handed

C„' to us from the barbarians of former days and is he d

fast as the dear delight and gratification of those inconi-

derate mortals, who can derive pleasure from the wounded

feelings and miseries of animals, whether it be uselessly

and wantonly torturing horses with whips and/o^J'
°'

baiting to a slow and lingering death, bulls and badges.

I have seen boys engaged in a stable, obviously at the com

mand of the proprietors, and apparently as at a most de

Shtful amusement, striking with sticks and whips, the most

decrinet and worn down of the horses about to be led out,

f„ their tenderest parts. Indeed, such is the pleasure, join-

'eVwith an imaginary interest in this custom, ta it is no

uncommon spectacle to see even sound horses, full of high

keera^d already in the highest degree animated, exposed

to ths favourite discipline, as though it were desirable and

SvantaUous to exhibit the animals stark, staring mad.

No inteUigent reader will mistake me. I am not disclaim-

fng real ^e but its needless abuse I have bough an

Bold too many horses not to be well convinced that they

must n^cla^ily be exhibited on -letothe best advantage,

and that this must be effected by the aid o the wh^, the

flourish and very moderate use of which will not only sut

fice, but even in a superior degree to the usual tortures n

flicted, which at last deceive no one but those who mflict

Sem This being no practicable object for leg.slat.ve m-

ierference, is the 'proper theme of theT
^.f'^'f^^"of

mitted to the justice and compassion of all true lovers oi

%o re'turn, the nag being led out will, first of all, most

probably be placed upon a rising ground, for the purpose

of showing his fore quarters to advantage, which also af-

fords the buyer an opportunity of another examination in a

good light. This also is the place, particularly if the sun

shine, forjudginj^ of the eyes, the orbits of wiiich should be

of good size, the balls full, and the coats transparent, free

from all specks or opaque clouds, which are generally the

forerunners of blindness. The horse is next trotted in

hand, or ridden, during which, the first look out should be,

whether he bend his knees sufficiently, and goes clear of

both hinder and fore legs ; whether he goes wide enough

behind, and whether his feet stand straight. His reining

too may be then observed, and how he carries his head,

which, if thrust out, he will go heavy in hand. The mode

in which he is shod should be well observed, from the knav-

ish tricks which arc occasionally played in that respect, not

to forget the exquisite barbarity known to be practised by

hellish miscreants upon a horse lame of one foot, by driv-

ing a nail or peg into the other, that, by the force of whip

and spur, the horse going alike with both, may momenta-

rily assume the appearance of soundness ! A second-hand

horse, or one which has been a considerable time in work,

may be warranted sound, but care should be used to ob-

serve whether he knuckles with bent knees, or has any

other impending cause of unsoundness. Such horses, be-

yond seven or eight years old, will generally appear stale

and dingy in their coats, with perhaps a mixture of grey

hairs; and a horse, low in flesh and dull, with his coat

dead, may be suspected of rottenness. I once bought a

mare in this state of a noble lord, which died rotten in three

days after the purchase, and was simpleton enough not to

claim a return of the purchase money. In course the horse's

mouth will be examined simultaneously with his eyes. The

naturally vicious horse will show it in the leering and de-

signing glances from his eyes, not to be mistaken, and by

laying back his ears ; the kind and playful horse will also

lay his ears, but with indications from his eyes of a very op-

posite nature to those of the former. It has been said oi

natural vice or restiveness in the horse, however tempo-

rarily subdued, such submission ought never to be implicit-

ly relied on, as a boon from nature and fortune in this case ;

on the other hand, a horse, which is by nature kind and
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tractable, and has been duly educated, niay be depended on

throughout life, and a case of accident will seldom by skit-

tishness, never from vice, have its ill consequences increas-

ed through him. This point well merits the consideration

of the drivers in single harness, especially those who do

not profess to be crack whips, ^

.»
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SECTION XXII.

These various examinations of the intended bargain may

probably give satisfaction, as far as the judgment of the eye

can go, but there are yet very solid allegations to be ad-

duced against their being made final ; and more especially,

by a purchaser who has not already * earned veri adeptus

in the noble science of jockeyship. During the show he

views the horse under every circumstance of advantage to

the seller, ridden by one whose able hands and habitual use

of the spurs, do not fail to command the animal s implicit

obedience and the putting his best foot forward But a

buyer, expecting to find the accomplishment of all this un-

der his own management of the horse, may find himselt

unpleasantly deceived. A horse may be cunningly and oc-

casionally restive, as the opportunity shall occur, and from

the natural skill that such a one has in the abihty ot tne

rider who bestrides him. I have seen numerous instances

of this equine intuition. A horse shall go quietly with a

ffood rider, even if no particular traits of horsemanship

are discovered ; set up one of another description, particu-

larly if fearful, and the cunning varlet, though he proceed

at first, will soon find a spot at which to stop, or will refuse

logo beyond a walk, on correction making a full stop,

bending his neck, rejecting the government of the bit, suck-

ing his wind, and swelling out his body as if to burst the

girths. Nothing short of the discipline of the whip and

spurs, administered by a knowing and able hand, can be

remedial in this case ; nor is the attempt by a rider ot in-

ferior description either efficacious or safe. 1 hese re-

marks ampunt to as much as to say, let the buyer claim the

privilege of riding the horse several miles on the common

road, in his walk, trot, canter, and gallop, and thence

judge for himself whether, in the first place, he may find

those paces of the nag agreeable, whether he ride pleasant-

ly in hand, neither bearing too hard on the bit, nor too

lightly, with a tender mouth and loose neck ; whether be

go safe and carefully, without being timid or skittish and
ready to shy at every extraordinary object ; but, of all

things, whether he trot steadily and well downhill^ naturally

throwing his weight upon his haunches, and bearing light

on the rider's hand, one of the highest qualifications of the

saddle horse, since a horse going in that compact form, on
a declivity, is a general indication of good shape, and of

adaptation to general use. It is a great objection to a hack
requiring either martingale or crupper. The wind and
condition of horses made up for sale, must not be put to

immediate and too severe tests ; and, if wanted for hard

work, should have sufficient preparation J[)y moderate daily

exercise and purging, if necessary. On the topic of shying,

it should be known and remembered, that it is often the

unavoidable consequence of decaying and vacillating sight

in aged, and particularly worked horses, representing to

them objects at uncertain distances and in strange shapes.

Instead of rigour and correction, this defect, in the poor,

aged, and guiltless animal, should be met with kind consi-

deration and gentle government of the hand ; the passion,

whipping, spurring, and checking, which I have so often

seen used on these occasions, by incurable thick skulled

human, not humane, idiots, only serve to produce addition-

al fright and desperation in the horse, and danger to the

rider : another instance, not of honourable mention, is the

common practice of these worthies to use all the above

severities upon a horse which, shod with smooth iron, un-

avoidably makes a false step on a pavement slippery as

glass ! The faltering also, and joint dropping of crippled

horses, should be treated with care and compassion.

With respect to the signs of soundness in a horse's

WIND, the best testimonies are a loud, bold, sonorous cough,

and the absence of short, quick, irregular heavings of the

flanks. I perfectly agree with an old French writer, that

we may judge correctly of the state of a horse's wind by

the motion of his flanks, without hearing him cough ; but I

cannot join in his assertion that there are confirmed asth-

matic horses that do not cough, since I am not aware that

L
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I ever knew one in such state which did not frequently

send forth a short husky cough in consequence of the dis-

ease. The loud or long cough, a symptom of cold taken

or sore throat, is plainly distinguishable from the cough of

broken or imperfect wind. There is yet a class of sound,

but thick winded horses, in which this defect, if such it be

does not appear on a show, but in action, and^ when first

put into a speedy pace. But here lies the diflerence be-

tween them and the broken winded, their wind mends gra-

dually, and comes more freely on continuance, whilst that

of the latter becomes more and more distressing to the

animal as he proceeds. This thickness of the strong and

Ions winded is observable, even when he is m the highest

condition The well known customary method of causing

the horse to cough is by compressing, between finger

and thumb, the top of the trachea, or windpipe -with some

this will succed instantly, and without the use of any pain -

ful and dangerous violence ; others I have seen with which

the utmost force could not prevail. The violence used by

your hard and strong fingered fellows in this case always

Lcasions great pain to the horse, and has sometimes b^^^^^^^

the cause of dangerous inflammation, Preventing the hor^^^

from swallowing his food ;
or it may ^^^^^^^^^ y .P/^J^^^

ROARING by narrowing the circumference of the pipe.

This symptom, one of the worst and most distressing of im-

perfect wind in the horse, is sufficiently described in the

Lt instance by the term. The animal, in work, m^^^^^^

a roaring noise in the expulsion of his wind. The mode

of Covering this, in use by dealers is to give the horse

a smart stroke on the flank, which causes him, if a

rUTto emit that peculiar sound. This is usualy over-

done, to the needless pam and alarm of the horse. 1
he

caus^ of the malady is obstruction in the windpipe, na-

tural or acquired. When in a young and unworked sub-

ject, sometimes, but rarely the case, ii mny be presumed

to originate in malconformation. Roarers, and indeed,

all horses in which the wind is materially aflected, and

CRIB-BITERS, are generally lean and gaunt, seldom carrying

nl^ch flesh. Cribbiting is the habitual trick m the horse

of laying hold with his teeth of the manger, or a post, or

any substance he can come at ; and, while nibbling, suck-

ing in the external air and inflating his lungs, his body

heaves and swells. The teeth, from this habit, are some-

times broken and much injured. Tliis is a serious defect,

the cause of which does not appear to be hitherto satisfac-

torily ascertained ; it may, probably, indicate a morbid or

imperfect state of the lungs ; some have supposed it to

arise from a depraved state and heat of the stomach. A
confirmed crib-biter should not be accepted as sound. It

being judged a mere trick, or ac(|uired habit in a young

horse, prevention is the obvious remedy. The horse

should never be fed from rack or manger until he has re-

linquished the practice.

Hacks of HIGH quahfication, whether for superior form

and abihty to carry weight, speedy trotting, or elegance and

steadiness in their canter, command high prices ; and the

advantage lies on their side, who have either the judgment,

or the good fortune to get the start of the public, in disco-

vering the merits of such. The horse, to be able to carry a

high weight, should have a good shoulder, wide and sub-

stantial loins, well spread behind, and straight in his pas-

terns, with ample muscular fore arms and thighs, clean and

great bone of the leg, and tough, strong feet ; a nag, in-

deed, otherwise strongly built, might put twenty stone to

extreme risk, especially down iiill, by striking one of his

legs in a tender part, or treading upon a flint. Fast

TROTTING has been stigmatized as ungentlemanly ; but

trotting is a natural and most useful pace of the horse,

and superiority, in whatever qualification, must have its

value. We have beside, and always had in this country, a

number of gentlemen horsemen attached to speed in this

pace, which after all, is certainly the best adapted to the

road, galloping over which, has a flying highwayman-like

appearance. Trotters too, are generally great performers

on the road, particularly for a long day, their travelling

rate giving them such an advantage over ordinary hacks
;

but, unfortunate animals, their high qualification is their

great misfortune, since generally falling into ignorant and

barbarous hands, their rapid action upon the hard road,

and even stone pavements, soon brings them to the state of

cripples for life. Certainly a horse may be improved in

his trot ; but with respect to the real fast trotter, it seems

in some sort a parallel case with the speedy racer, as con^



118 THE HORSE.

H

tradislinguished from the stout, and I suppose, I may ven-

ture to say, succussor nasciiur nonjlt.

It cost me upwards of twenty years' solicitation and

botheration, both oral and scriptural, to induce our trotting

jockeys to set up racing weights, and make use of chosen

level roads ; at length, 1 fortunately interested the attention

of Robson the dealer, who made the experiment in a match

with his mare Phenomena, setting up a feather from the

training stables at Smitham Bottom, and making choice of

a proper road ; the mare in consequence, though not of

the first class for speed, performed upwards of eighteen

miles in one hour ; this improvement of adopting light

weight, and the avoidance of hills and rough roads, so de-

structive to the limbs, joints and feet, of the trotter, has

since become the established custom in all regular trotting

matches. To preserve a horse of this description any

length of time, in a state of soundness, requires the utmost

skill and care, particularly of the legs and feet, with the

never failing relief an annual run at grass. The true trot

is performed with a well bent knee, and a quick step ;
not

however with a step so quick and short, that the horse seems

to put his foot down precisely in the same place whence

he took it up ; far less must he trot with a stride and an

unbent knee, a mode of progression so much admired in

Germany ; as to trotting, that form never comes to any

thing. There is, however, the variety of the running trot-

ter ; some of those have great speed, and will trot their

course through ; it is easier to name these, than to describe

their mode of going, they do not bend their knees so much

as the common and fair trotter, and appear to run in our

bipedal acceptation of the term. None of our horses are

now taught to amble, and natural padders, of which I never

knew but one, are no longer heard of. Half a century

past, the utmost speed for a single mile of our first rate

trotters, with a high weight, was about twenty to twenty-

five seconds less than three minutes. An old Norfolk stal-

lion trotted over the common road, seventeen miles in

about fifty-eight minutes, carrying twelve stone or upwards.

Nearly, or about forty years since, Ogden*s chesnut mare,

with upwards of ten stone, trotted on the Herts road, thir-

ty miles, in several minutes less than two hours ;
she had

also first rate speed. In the present spring 1829, two

THE HORSE. 119

American trotters have arrived, one of which, Rattler, with

nine stone, trotted ten miles over a level road, in about

thirty-one minutes and a half, the particulars of which

match may be found in the Sporting Ma<razme. The
present price of a good sound and fashionable five or six

year old hack, to carry fourteen stone, varies between five

and thirty and fourscore pounds ; time has been when we
could purchase such, at from twenty to forty pounds.

SECTION XXIII.

Much care, and very laudably, seems in general to be

used in the selection of ladies' horses, and our ladies ap-

pear to be sufficiently attentive to that necegsary accom-

plishment, equitation ; this is evident from the compara-

tively few accidents which happen to females on horseback.

For, elegance, a lady's pad should have a considerable

show of blood, and I think, should seldom exceed fifteen

hands in height ; the paces should not be rough ; and an

easy slow trot, the pace of health, is a valuable qualifica-

tion ; the canter is of the chief consequence, and that is to

be performed naturally and handsomely, the neck grace-

fully curved, and the mouth having pleasant and good feel-

ing ; these are natural canterers, they will last at it, tak-

ing to it, and on the proper signal dropping into the trot

or walk, without roufrhnes?, boggling, or changing of legs.

But the first and grand consideration is going safely ; for a

horse, deficient in that respect, is perhaps always most lia-

ble to fall in hie canter. The most graceful canterers may
be observed to lead generally, with the ofi' leg ; but no
doubt there is such an error, as a horse, both in his canter

and gallop, going with the wrong leg first, to the consider-

able uneasiness of the rider ; this is most felt upon worn
and battered horses, which change their legs to procure

momentary ease.

Carriage horses. These are divided into coach hor-

ses of the first class ; horses of inferior size for the chariot,

and a hunting-like kind of horses for the curricle and the

various kinds of carriages now in use, and for single har-

ness. Our horses also for common road work, are of the

h 2
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last description, and indeed our coach cattle, almost uni-

versally, have a show, and many of them a considerable

portion of racing blood ; a measure of necessity from the

prevailing fashion, from the activity required, and from the

pace at which they are expected to travel. The enormous

and killing rate, at which we of this country have been ac-

customed to travel, during the last forty years and upwards,

such as no age or nation ever before witnessed, has occa-

sioned an annual destruction of horses, that the scarcity

and high price of fresh and sound ones is necessarily a

matter of course ; a gentleman then, who wants a pair of

first hand and elegant horses for his carriage, must make

up his mind to allow an elegant price ; in fact, to search

the country for horses of this description, to find matches

for them, to bring them to London, put them into high

condition, and make them steady in harness, must, at a

certainty, cost the dealer a considerable sum both of mo-

ney and time ; and having succeeded, he is justly entitled

to a profit in proportion. It is said that gray, in the coach

horse, is the most expensive colour, and that fancy colours

bear an extra price
;
purchasers who are not particular on

the score of show, may suit themselves, probably at half

the price, or even less, than must be paid for first rate

coach horses ; for example, with horses that have been

worked, but which are still sound enoii$rh with care, to do

good service, or by driving horses of diflerent colours ; the

repositories and inferior dealers have generally a supply of

horses of this last description.

Coach horses should match well in height, in form, and

in colour ; they should step and pull well together, and

their trot should be as equal as possible, since it has an

awkward appearance with a pair of horses, for one to gal-

lop and the other trot. The match of colouf is surely of

the least consequence, and a good pair of horses should

not be rejected for a few shades of variation. Pairs of

horses often take a great attachment one to the other,

causing them to work pleasantly together, and much to

the satisfaction of the man who sits behind them, if one of

consideration, and of the right stamp ; these horses for pri-

vate carriages are generally well broke and trained, by no

means the case, as has been said, with the other kinds

used for quick draught. With respect to horses for single

harness, the cause above stated has long since exploded
any difference between them and the hackney, this last be-

ing indifferently used for saddle or harness, as his substance
may suit. Many years ago, it was a very prevailing fash-

ion to drive mares, and in consequence, there was then
raised and selected a peculiar class of strong, short legged,

bold and high crested or well topped mares, universally

known as gig mares, which being generally sought after,

commanded a good price ; Mr. Aldridge, late of the repo-

sitory in St. Martin's Lane, will well remember these.

They had their day ; and it has since been decided by our
knowing ones, that the gelding is to be preferred to the

mare, for his superior steadiness in harness. Pomes for

draught, have greatly advanced in public estimation, and
an increasing number is annually procured in the High-
lands of Scotland and Wales, for that f)urpose and for the

saddle. The price, I suppose, of a sound five year old po-

ney, is between ten and twenty guineas ; in former days,

between five and ten.

It is an unwelcome subject to introduce, but justice to

the reader demands it, however little regard it may experi-

ence from him. I refer to the perpetual recurrence of
those accidents, too many of them fatiil, which blacken
the columns of our newspapers ; the great and constantly

operating cause of this, is the almost insatiable demand for

quick draught horses, rendering purchasers too eager and
hasty in their choice, and occasioning a necessity for such
a speedy conversion of the saddle horse to drauuht, as is

inconsistent with allowing a sufficient length of time for

his due qualification ; thus, a horse shall be put two or
three times in harness, under the management and skill of
those who are well able to effect a temporary control over
him, and he is without further ceremony, warranted steady

in harness. In too many cases, and 1 can vouch from per-

sonal ex})erience, the more creditable warrant would be,

" well qualified to break any man's neck, who is weary of
it.*' To give grave and formal advice in so plain a case,

and where the remedy is so obvious, certainly carries with

it something of the ludicrous ; nevertheless, they who by

their conduct appear to have need of such advice, are

equally exposed to the joke, as the sage adviser. If they

are themselves au faitf instead of trusting to a mere show,
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and a common warrant, let them stand their own guaran-

tee, by driving their intended purchase a sufficient num-

ber of miles upon the public road, and through the streets,

to ascertain how far they can depend upon his temper and

his steadiness in harness ; with such a trial, an experienced

hand cannot be mistaken.

The MARTS for horses in the country, are fairs, the

stables of dealers, and repositories in the large towns.

London, however, is a universal mart, to which recourse

is had from the extremities of the kingdom, for both the

purchase and sale of horses, of the highest and lowest des-

cription. The buyer of a horse of the highest figure will

search the London markets for it ; and the seller of such a

horse, will have the same recourse, fully persuaded, that he

must go to London, in order to obtain the top price.

London, moreover, is the great recourse of those whose

object lies with worked and low priced horses, whether for

labour, farm labour particularly, or turning to grass for im-

provement, and a market. This speculation, in course,

requires no ordinary share of skill and experience, and it

is probable, many of the London dealers turn it to good

account. These dealers class very conveniently with the

horses themselves, the superiors, selling chiefly first-hand

horses fresh from the country, at prices high in proportion ;

the inferiors, divided into a variety of grades, dealing in an

inferior commodity, which they both purchase and sell at

the repositories, at the fairs in the vicinity of the metropolis,

and by advertisement at their own stables. Advertisement

of a horse is a common mode, by which the proprietor seeks

to get clear of an incumbrance ;
yet there are, doubtless,

good bargains to be picked up in London, that vast mena-

gerie of horses, answering every possible description, grant-

ing two necessary qualifications in the aspirant, skill and

leisure. It should be noted by those who are ambitious of

possessing horses of high qualifications, that there are ge-

nerally to be found in London, dealers who make it their

business to look out for such.

Repositories are most useful and accommodating places

of meeting to buyers and sellers. It was perhaps about the

year 1740, or somewhat later, that Beavor, supposed to

have first introduced the plan of sale in this mode, opened

tlie horse repository in Little Saint Martin's Lane, Lon-

don ; he was succeeded by Aldridge, father of Mr. Al-
dridge, who has within the last two or three years, retired,

parting with the concern to the present proprietor, Mr.
Morris. TattersalPs repository at Hyde Park Corner, was
opened about the year 1760, by Mr. Tattersall, who had
previously resided at Worcester, and was proprietor of the
stallion, Young Traveller ; he was also engaged awhile
in London, with Beavor. After the then Duke of Cum-
berland's decease, his stud was sold at TattersalPs in 1765.
Old Tat, as he was in due time familiarly called, was so
fortunate at his very outset, as to obtain the countenance
and patronage of persons of the highest distinction, who
took an interest in horses ; and that important advantage
has continued undimished, to his successors of the present
day. I first know old Mr. Tattersall in 1773, he was a
shrewd, assiduous, and observant man, precisely one of
those qualified by nature to hefaher fortuiKEy the maker of
hia own fortune ; and he achieved it, becoming the founder
of an opulent and respectable house. One of the best

proofs that he gave of that never failing presence of mind in

cases of meum et tuum, vulgarly called a man's knowing
what he is about, was the mode in which he covered him-
self, by laying hold on Highflyer, at Newmarket. The
City Repository in Barbican, now the property of Mr.
Dixon, is, I apprehend, next in point of chronology, to

that of Tattersall ; but whether or not it originated with
the former proprietor, Langhorne, I am uninformed.
There have been generally, within my remembrance, vari-

ous minor establishments of this kind in the metropolis,

and such is the case at present.

The Horse Bazaar in King Street, Portman Square,
remarked for the novelty of the appellation, and for the ex-

tent and splendour of the establishment, was opened about
eight years since. Having detailed, somewhat at large,

particulars of the internal state and management of this

great concern, in two numbers of the Sporting Magazine
(July 1822, and August 1824), I must refer the reader

thither (a reference indeed, of universal and popular noto-

riety) ; having nothing to add but the general opinion of
the now solid and permanent situation of the Horse Bazaar.

The repository in Gray's Inn Road was opened in 1 828,

upon too large and expensive a scale, certainly with respect
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to those spacious apartments above stairs ; and with a most

unaccountable blunder, as to the purpose for which they

were professedly intended. A recent example ought to

have dehionstrated to the speculators, the impossibility of

attracting to Gray's Inn Road, and of filling their rooms

with a company of that description of which they dreamed

;

otherwise, and granting there is yet sufficient business for

another repository in the metropolis, the situation is not in-

convenient, the stabling is excellent, and the scheme, com-

menced upon a smaller scale, might have gradually succeed-

ed.

Sale days at Tattersall's are Monday and Thursday,

the auction commencing with much regularity, at twelve

o'clock. At the Horse Bazaar, they sell on Tuesday and

Saturday, commencing at one o'clock. The repositories,

generally, have fixed un different days, so as not to inter-

fere with each other. Although horses of all kinds and

carriages are to be found at TattersalPs, it is peculiarly the

chief mart for horses of the highest description and price-

racers, stallions, brood mares, hunters, bred hackneys, and

studs of such species ; with dogs, and any animals apper-

taining to the sporting class. Other cattle also of supposed

valuable breeds, British or foreign, are sent thither for sale.

There is a subscription room always open en sale days,

where the betters meet, and the general business of the

turf is transacted ; and where the betting accounts are

finally adjusted, after every great meeting at Newmarket or

elsewhere. The subscription for this room is open to the

public, at an annual guinea. The Horse Bazaar seems to

have had the largest share of the lighter kinds of horses im-

ported from the Continent, and also of Highland ponies.

It is the only repository where, beside carriages, saddlery,

harness, and every kind of utensil or necessary for the use

of the horse, is ready for sale, by hand. Dixon's, in Bar-

bican, is the chief market for horses out of coach work

from the roads, and many valuable bargains may be there

found for country buyers ; indeed, these horses are so

numerous and so soon cast oflf, that most of the repositories

obtain a share.

Repositories are, beyond a doubt, the best adapted to the

disposal of horses of high qualification, and for which great

prices are expected. Such however, to obtain their fair

chance, should remain a sufficient length of time at the re-
pository, their own grooms attending them, the horses in
the mean time being advertised. There is a printed cata-
logue at every sale of any consequence. Horses to be sold
at the hammer, should be sent on the morning precodinir
the day of sale, or if necessary, stalls should be timelv se-
cured for them : such as are accustomed to stand clothed
should be sent in their clothes; and the buyer of a horse
which has been so treated, should send clothing for him
when taken away, or a cold may be caught instantly, which
will not be got rid of with equal quickness. The seller
warrants the soundness of his horse or not, according to
the nature of the case

; and either fixes the price, or at-
tends himself, or by deputy, to set the bargain going and
keep the ball up. Horses warranted in anv respect,''must
be returned in two days after the sale on alleged failure of
the warranty. The days of payment for horses sold arc to
be found in tlie counting house of every repository.

With respect to a purchaser's chance at a repository
he who has so exalted an opinion of his own skill in horse-
flesh, as to expect to drive a good bargain extemporaneous-
ly, during the flourish of the hammer, the crack ofthe whip,
and the excited action, airs, ant! graces of the nag, may
find himself, on the cool inspection and trial of the morrow,
cured of the conceit ; the way to do the business to any good
or safe purpose, is to attend on the morning of sale, suffici-
ently early to have time to look over the whole stock, and
to select any which may appear suitable ; to order them
out, and cither ride, or see them ridden. The price being
often fixed, and being moderate, it mny be as well to pur-
chase at once, in the case of a horse of good promise, and
so avoid further trouble, and the risk of the hammer. The
follo\ying are the conditions of sale at the new repository,
Gray's Inn Road. A deposit of ten per cent, by the pur-
chaser on each lot if demanded, and remainder before de-
livery. The purchase money not being paid, the deposit to
be forfeited. Two shillings and six pence the charge on
each horse or carriage, put up to auction. Commission on
the sales of horses and carriages five per cent, on the
amount. Standing for four wheeled carriages, three shil-
lings per week each, for two wheeled, two shillings each.
Ib bidding at the hammer, the lowest advance ten shillinors

r
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and six pence on sums under twenty guineas ;
one guinea

""der one hundred ; and five guineas above one hundred.

All risk of fire attaches to the owners of the property, of

whatever kind, sent for sale. The common charge for

keen of the horees at repositories, is half a crown per n.ght

;

Son sal by auction, ten pence in the pound, which

du V is avoided, the horse being sold by private contract.

S commission on sales at the Horse Bazaar, is two and a

^'^Smithweld is the well known common market for

horses of all descriptions, and for asses, which in latter

davs have much increased in use, indeed have become

animaUof high fashion, whether for saddle or (not quick)

Sht Men who are troubled with feehngs and com-

^mctious visitings, will find exercise enough for them,S viewing the miserable objecU destined to slaug^iler,

nreceded by starvation and all manner of cruelty and abuse,

whTch are generally to be found haltered to the rails in

sSfield For me, I have not during many years, dared

fotSst m^seif in th;t epitome of hell, the horse market.

Howeverour Christian customs ren.ler such a p ace ne-

cessary! ndeed indispensable ; the market is held on Fri-

day afternoon, for the lowest kinds of horses, and some^ew

sound cart horses of the inferior size and price,
f'''

Ĵ""

Wand the fairs, are certainly the best places in which to

S rid of low priced horses, since the sales "e unburdened

whh charges The superior and first rate slow draught

horse? for brewers' drays and the heaviest town work,

must be sou-^ht at the houses of the considerable dealers,

Sy in tlfe city ; or, if foreign horses are preferred, at

the houses of those on the coast of Kent.

SECTION XXIV.—Warranty.

Considerable discrepancy prevailed in «"<>""«"; 2'
relative to horse warranty, on which subject at length,

nnr notions have become more settled ;
and if in a law

:a e"tT^^^^ rnatenal difficulties arise, they^^^^^^^

rnllv result from good hard swearing, on one or both sides

Slhe q^^^^^^^^^^ When we read and hear of such vast conse-

quence attached to the sanctity of the oatJi, and reflect,
look around and see, what a wide field lies open before
us. Ihe late Lord Mansfield ruled, that any price above
ten pounds, made a sound horse. But however good a
civilian, the noble judge was certainly an unsound jockey.
I remember a rum conversation which took place in court,
between that Judge and a Bow-street runner, who, no dis-
paragement to him, had himself been a thief; he had ap-
prehended a cidevant brother, and on his lordship^s inqui-
ries, as to the how and so forth, he replied, " Vy, my Lord,
I was up to his gossip." »« Up to his gossip ;'» said the
Judge, " I do not understand you, what do you mean by

I-
^ r rl*

^^' ™^ ^^'^' ' ^as down upon him, I stagged
him. His lordship still appearing uninstructed, " Til tell
you, my Lord," retorted the professional man," Ve make
use of a little rum tongue, vich ve call slang." On re-
tiring from the court, full of the achievement, he said to an
old pal,—" But I queered old full bottom though."
Our present rules of warranty seem to be according to

the following tenor : when a horse is simply warranted
sound, that does not extend either to his qualifications or
disposition

; it merely guarantees, that the animal at the
time of sale, is neither lame, blind, broken winded, or in
any respect diseased, or has any impending cause of Un-
soundness. Or a horse may be warranted with a bar, in
respect to some accidental defect or blemish which does
not impede soundness

; for example, the loss of an eye, or
the string halt. The warranty of qualifications or temper,
IS thus stated—quiet to ride— free from vice--quiet in bar-
ness ; horses warranted in either of these points, and prov-
ing deficient, are by common custom, returned on the third
day. Lord Loughborough held, that it was not necessary
that the horse had been so returned, in order to recover.
No doubt it may require a longer than the stipulated timej
to detect a latent unsoundness ; for example, a horse may
have been rotten at the time of sale, proved after death by
dissection, or have been incurably lame, and turned off" to
grass, thence acquiring an apparent soundness, which, ne-
vertheless, will not endure any considerable labour, or
even at any rate, continue beyond two or three weeks.
Such a fact proved in court, would undoubtedly secure the
plaintiflf. As a defence against possible foul play, horses

11
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may be sold on a three days' warranty only. It is common

enough for an auctioneer to preface a sale m this way—
«* I am instructed by the proprietor, to say this horse is

sound, but to avoid trouble, he does not choose to warrant

him." The sellers of horses being notorious, as the most

honest and simple minded people in the world, who could

make any scruple on such a warranty ? I have known the

following manoeuvre pass successfully : A seller has said,

« At twenty pounds, 1 will warrant this horse sound
;

but

if you will take him without warrant, you shall have him

at fifteen." , i

Blemishes may or may not occasion unsoundness, i

would not accept a horse with a false quarter in his hoot,

as a sound one. Broken knees, and loss of hair in the cut-

ting places, do not impede a sound warrant ;
nor do wmd-

sails; or bog spavins, the horse retaining sound action ;

these, however, may have been repressed by bandages and

astringents immediately previous to the sale, and a tempo-

rary apparent soundness procured ; but they may reappear

in a few miles' riding, and if of long standing, will soon

produce unsoundness. Bone spavins always occasion

lameness, temporary or permanent ; but a horse may have

a splent or exostosis, an excrescence on the leg bone,

which not interfering with the joint, does not occasion

lameness. Sallenders and mallenders, cracked heels,

grease, running thrushes, all sufficiently visible, are not de-

cisive of unsoundness in a horse, but may have arisen from

neglect and want of good grooming ;
the coarseness, how-

ever, and roundness of the legs, are indicative of a consti-

tutional tendency to these maladies; ^"^^.I
J^f^^^X'^nt

horses, the legs of which could, by no possibility, be kept

whole within doors, particularly if the horses were tied up

in the stall.
. . , ., *• „ .

The following judicial decisions deserve attention .—

The terms of warranty announced at a public sale, are

binding, as being known to purchasers ;
but in private

sales, the warranty must be specific, not m mere general

terms or words of course ; it should be expressed in the

receipt for payment. The common and general assertions

respecting the horse's age, are not included in warranty;

it is not usual to warrant the age, but in that case, the war-

ranty must be specific.
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A chronic, or cough of long standing, discovered subse-
quently to the sale, vitiates a sound warrant.

In the case of a roarer, defendant had a verdict under
the direction of Lord Ellenborough ; but his lordship's
distinctions do not savour much of experience. He talked
of a horse contracting ** a bad habit " of roaring. It is

probable, however, that such defect cannot exist indepen-
dent of a morbid cause, or imperfect organization.

Crib-biting, Judge Burrouglis held to be a mixed ques-
tion of law and fact. In an old and inveterate case, it is

an evidence of unsoundness ; not so when incipient, and
judged to be merely a habit and curable. The buyer
might, in case of suspicious appearance, have demanded
warranty against crib-biting. Plaintiff nonsuited.
The old opinion (never indeed of general authority),

that a sound price made a sound horse, or that a sound
price was an implied warranty ofsoundness, has long since
been rejected in the law courts.

A wife cannot make bargain tmd sale of her husband's
horse. In this case the husband rescinded the contract by
an action at law aqd^ recovered the horse. C. J. Abbot
decided, that the proprietor, having received the horse
back improved in value, was liable for the keep during the
interim.

Breach of warranty is not an indictable offence, the only
remedy being an action at law ; but if a conspiracy can be
proved to defraud and cheat in horse bargains, in the vari-

ous modes of chanting or swindling, the parties may be
indicted.

To entitle the buyer to recover for the keep of an un-
sound horse, he is bound to make a tender, or ofier to re-
turn the horse immediately on discovery ofthe unsoundness;
for (Lord Mansfield) unless he has previously made thai
tender he cannot recover for the keep, though he may re-
cover the purchase money.

SECTION XXV.

—

Equitation, male and female^ in

plain old fashioned English, Riding on Horseback,

The nag being led out, saddled and bridled, let every
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would-be horseman (for the real horseman does this in-

stinctively) apply to his own hands and eyes to ascertain

that every part of the furniture has been rightly placed,

both for his own safety and the comfort of the horse. First,

of the BRIDLE, that the headstall be of proper length, nei-

ther too loose, nor so short as to gall the horse's jaws ;

the curb-chain hooked in its proper place, leaving the snaf-

fle above and clear; the fore top hair drawn under the

band of the bridle ; the reins untwisted and even ;
if a

martingale be used, that it run immediately in the center

of the horse's chest.

That the saddle sit perfectly even and centrical on the

horse's back, so placed, according to his form, that his

forehand and shoulders may be the boundary of its advance

forward, yet not so far forward as to impede the motion of

his shoulders ; that the girths, buckled one over the other,

be sufficiently tight to retain the saddle firmly in its place,

without being drawn to that excess so as to endanger a rup-

ture of the materials, beside being a source of pain and

inconvenience to the horse. The soundness of the tackle

generally is a matter of too much consequence to be over-

looked. It is but the work of a minute to lift up a horse s

feet, and to observe whether the shoes be trustworthy for

the occasion. Some readers may probably sneer at these

seemingly trifling cautions, and demand what kind of groom

a gentleman must have to set him off" in a negligent and

slovenly manner ? Not to speak of tea-kettle grooms, 1

can only say that I have witnessed enough of carelessness

in the regulars, and it is scarcely a week since that, pass-

ing the house of a man of rank, \ saw a young man on

horseback leading his master's horse, the martingale of

which was so placed that it was in close contact with the

inside of the horse's fore-arm, which it must, consequently,

chafe with its edge every step the horse took, beside caus-

ing uneven pulls with the reins. As to twisting bridle

reins till they will never again go even, and placing saddles

awry on horses' backs, until they acquire the knack and

will never afterwards quit it; such slovenly habits are

much more common than needful. I have already hinted

at the disgrace to a modern horseman of riding a cruppered

horse, but he had better do that than do worse ;
now for

the other extreme of a nag lofty forward, with no middle

piece. This last, if washy, and pushed on, may chance to

j-un through his girths, leaving saddle and rider behind him,
«yen as his antagonist in form may gently cast both over
his head. The one then needs a posterior, the other an
anterior crupper ; the last, a breastplate strapped to the
pommel of the saddle and the girths. Half a century since
we used to sport this, a white sash, in Rotten Row, by
way of flashing the slant of our hackney's shoulder.

MouNTiJJG. The nag being led out and held, our joc-
key that is to be, approaches the near (left) shoulder, and
gathering up the reins between the fingers in bis left hand, -^

the thumb upwards, at the same time, weaving the fingers

into the horse's mane, he acquires a holdfast and purchase.
The whip is held with the reins, in the left hand. With
his right hand he then takes hold of the stirrup, the flat

flide of the leather being placed towards him, and into the
stirrup inserts his left foot. Next placing his right hand
on the cantle or after part of the saddle, and making a mo-
derate spring or vault, being cautious at the same time to

keep his foot and spur clear of the horse, he seats himself,

and the left hand still retaining hold of the mane, with the

right he adjusts the stirrup to that foot. Being seated at

his ease, as in a chair, and looking forward between the

ears of his horse, he will find himself in a square and even
position with the animal. The two forming a perfect cen-
taur. His next object is to adjust the reins, supposing
them the bridoon or snaflle, and curb, which should be
done by leaving the rein of the latter rather slack, the chief

pressure being upon the snaffle rein ; the curb being re- •

served for occasional use, when a more than ordinary com-
mand over the horse's mouth may be needful, the curb
rein may then be drawn with the requisite force. The
right foot being fixed in the stirrup, the whip, its handle be-

ing upwards, is gently withdra'wn from the left to the right

hand, and its usual place is down behind the calf of the leg.

As to the seat, a man will set upright, as in his chair, but

in the common, and more particularly the sporting seat on "

horseback, the spine is bent in a small degree outward, be-

ing directly contrary to the form in military equitation,

in which I am no professor. The stirrup leathers should

he of such length as to admit of the knee being sufficiently

n 2
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bent to retain a firm hold of the saddle, but not to that de-

gree as to hoist the rider much above it when he stands in

his stirrups : nor should they be so long as to exhibit him

a straight-kneed jockey, which detracts from his power on

horseback, and is dangerous in the respect of that pressure

which has sometimes ocdisioned rupture in the belly of the

rider. The foot, for a road or sporting, indeed the most se-

cure seat, is placed home in the stirrup, the toe rather ele-

vated and turned somewhat outward ; thence arises a cen-

tre and union of force between the foot and the knee, the

toe being turned out and the knee inward pressing the sad-

dle which assures a firm seat, indeed is the very essence

and groundwork of the seat in the speedy trot and gallop ;

this, with the firm grasp of the thighs and the hold on the

bridle, assures the stability of the seat on horseback. (In

military riding the seat is said to depend entirely on the

equipoise, or balance, a point of consequence, no doubt,

but which, on trying occasions, can only be maintained as

above stated.) It has been observed of bad horsemen that

they can scarcely keep their spurs from their horses' sides,

but such can never be the case with the above seat, in which

the greater difficulty is to reach the horse's sides with the

spurs. The act of spurring, contrary to the military mode,

is performed with a kick, the toe being somewhat more

turned out.

In DisMotJNTiiso, the left hand inclosing the reins, re-

sumes its former place in the horse's mane, and the rider

lands from the same side on which he mounted, with his

horse safe in hand. Particular situations may render it

necessary to mount on the off side. The convenience is

considerable when a horse will stand still, unheld at the

head, to be mounted ; a point of obedience, however, to

which some spirited and impatient horses can scarcely be

reduced. When a horse is held for mounting it should be

by the checks of the bridle, not the reins, least of all by the

curb rein.
^ Being mounted, the rider may find the stirrup leathers

too long or too short. In applying the remedy the attend-

ant should be careful to draw the buckle of the stirrup

leather to the top, and to leave the pad of the saddle smooth

and even. The arms should hang easily down the waist,

and, though the elbows be bent, they must not be awk-

wardly elevated or protruded. The bridle is held about
level with, or rather above the pommel of the saddle, at a
length somewhat beyond it, towards the rider. The reins
should not be held so long and loose as to diminish the
rider's power of supporting the horse by a pull, in case of a
false step. Few are left now, I apprehend, of the school
of Bake well, who taught that the rider, being upon the
horse, could afford iiim no possible support in case of
stumbling, but that, by pulling at him, would rather acce-
lerate his fall. The horse, well aware of the purpose for
which he is mounted, will, in general, proceed, on his head
being loosed

;
if not, an intimation by the rider gently mov-

ing the reins, or pressing the horse's sides with the calves
of his legs, will be sufficient. If a steady and quiet hack,
and on such only should a tryo be mounted, he will com-
mence with a walk, and, in all probability, continue that
pace till put forward by his rider. Horses, indeed, full of
good keep, high spirited, and having had little work, will,
at starting, be impatient of a slow pace and cut a few ca-
pers, on which the rider has nothing to do but to sit quiet
with a mild and steady hand, until his nag's merry fit be
over. The proper starting pace, the walk, being continued
at the rider's option, the intimations above described, or a
gentle touch on the horse's buttock with the whip or stick,
will cause him to advance to his next pace, the slow or jog'
trot, the best pace of the horse perhaps, to those who ride
for their health's sake, granting the motion be not too
rough. In the walk, the slow trot, and the canter or slow
gallop, the rider sits on his saddle as in his easy chair

; in
the speedy trot he makes more use of his knees, hitching,
or his body rising and falling in unison with the motion of
the horse : in the swift gallop the rider stands in iiis stir-
rups, chiefly depending on the grasp of his knees and thighs.
Formerly it was the practice to ride a galloper with stirrup
leathers too short, whence the seat was unsteady, and too
much dependence was placed for support on the reins. It
is obviously impossible to lay down a precise rule in this
case. The length at which to ride a racing pace, whether
trot or gallop, must be lefl to the judgment and conveni-
ence of the rider, with the remark that, of the extremes,
riding too short is the worst. Rising in the trot, and Yidl
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ing and working the horse along with the reins in the gal-

lop by the jockey, are, no doubt, practices purely English.

Beyond the slow trot the motion of few horses is suffici-

ently smooth and easy to encourage the rider to sit upon

the saddle, nor is the appearance ofsuch a seat very seem-

ly ; it is preferable then, if more speed in the trot be de-

sired, to advance to that degree in which the rider may rise

in his stirrups ; in order to perform this easily and grace-

fully, the rate must be somewhat considerable. To put the

horse into a canter, a touch of the left heel and a gentle

pull of the right rein, for which the right hand may be

used, is the proper method. The canter is a natural pace,

in which the ofior right foot takes the lead, though horses,

when they come to be worked, will lead indifferently with

either foot, and change from one to the other to ease them-

selves, in either canter or gallop : and, though the canter

be a natural pace, which all foals, whilst at large, are seen

to practise, yet many, when brought into use, seem to have

forgotten it, or to practise it reluctantly and require to be

accustomed to it, in which case they should be used to lead

naturally with the off foot. There are trotting hacks and

cantering hacks, that is to say, from inclination or use
;

comparatively few of the latter willingly continue the pace

to any great distance, and it is, perhaps the most unsafe of

all the paces, unless the nag be very adroit at it and a na-

turally safe goer. In the canter the horse should proceed

in a straight line, and not in the sideways or crab-canter, a

habit chiefly with battered hacks ; after all, however, to

speak of seasoned horses, the mode ofperforming the canter

is better left to themselves, granting they perform it with

ease and safety. A steady cantering hack will start into

that pace from the walk, either habitually, or from a con-

certed signal between himself and his rider ; my old signal

was tapping the horse's neck with the but end of the whip,

and a liorse may be accustomed to drop from the canter

immediately into the walk ; but the trot is the most natural

and safe pace from which either to commence or finish the

canter.
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out of p ace to say much respecting the gnllop
; againfew Enghsh, or mdeed, European readers, havi neld tobe taught that the left is their right side of the road, orthe reason why ,t ,s so. It has been observed that thecurb ought to be reserved for occasional use; in course

that the curb alone and single rein is an unfair bridle to'wards the horse and entirely deceptions to the rider, since
Its first effect is to torture and ultimately to harden the

JT r^K^V?"''"^
it of all the fine' sensibilitv, thebasisof that which, par .^o.//e«c., we style a irood mouth.Ihe curb beside, is an awkward bit wherewith to turn ahorse, It being calculated only for pulling straicrht forward

It has also been before remarked that, in former davs,the
snaffle was deemed the severest bit, no doubt from itsbeing made small and sharp

; as all things change for bet-
ter or for worse, we have, during a great length of time,and for the better, changed the snalfle into a niiUl bit

; nobut that the folly yet remains with ingenious bit makersand inconsiderate horseman, of usinorhard and sharp snafflesA norse IS a hard puller, and you are devising all kinds of
tricks and schemes for severe bits, wherewith to hold him,
by which indeed you have your revenge, svch as it w,by fretting and punishing the animal, rendering his mouth
callous, and enabling him to pull with an increased force.Young horses should be first put to work with mild bits,and chiefly accustomed to the snaflle, which will ensure a

H.'Jol"'''" r'
sufficiently hard for fair pulling, vet with adueshare of sensibility and liability to be affected and actedon by the occasional use of the curb. The snaffle bit

should be of considerable thickness, particularly at theends next to the reins, and not made so lonir that the jointwork into the bars of the horse's mouth. " In favour of
sharp bits, and of this and that man's cunning, and in-
genious devices by way of remedy, it may be indolently
observed, what a fatigue it is to be encumbered with the
weight upon your hands of a horse's head, and peradven-
lure of his forequarters

; but should this be the result of
insensibility in the mouth of the horse, lameness, fatigue, or
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natural sluggishness, the remedy and the animal's defect*

will very cordially shake hands and jog on together.

The old attachment to " a good snaffle-bridle horse" is

a very rational one. Enthusiastically fond of the horse

from infancy, one of my greatest pleasures has been deriv-

ed from riding a horse with a good mouth. Such a one as

champs and takes pleasure in the bit, and with jaws of such

a temper and feeling as readily to obey every motion of the

hand, and yet sufficiently hard to bear a good pull, and even

delight in it. It must not be the extreme delicacy of mouth,

looseness of neck, and general suppleness induced by a rid-

ing school education ; these are all doubtless indispensable

for the airs and graces of the minage, and the purposes of

military parade ; but they induce also a fixedness of the

joints, and an activity of a different species to that which is

required in speedy action and for other occasions. Both

horse and rider ought to be aware of the two different in-

tents of a pull ; the one to stop the horse, the other to

keep him a going, or increase his speed ; this last, by con-

sequence, must be of less force than the former, merely

sufficiently to give the horse support, and keep him steady

in his course. As to the length at which to hold the bri-

dle, it should not be much behind tiie pommel of the sad-

dle, as the rider would not then have sufficient purchase in

case of a false step by the horse, for which an experienced

horseman is always instinctively prepared. In passing dan-

gerous ways, and descending steep and stony hills, the bri-

dle hand may very properly call in the aid of the right. In

turning a horse, the snaffle only should be pressed, and the

act performed by the fingers and wrist, the body of the ri-

der remaining steady. There is an additional convenience

in the double-reined bridle, in a case of a rein breaking.

The martingale, a necessary evil, is most safe when it runs

through rings ; that which is fastened to the front of the

saddle, or otherwise fast, is dangerous in case of a false

step. The attempt to amend natural defects is seldom suc-

cessful ; and when dame Nature has commanded the cock-

throppled, or otherwise ill formed horse, to carry his head

so or so, she will be obeyed. We may indeed, punish the

innocent victim, but can seldom improve him. The case

is very different when a horse has acquired an ill habit of

carrying his head, or throwing it up, particularly in hot

weather, then the martingale may have a legitimate use. I^ave experienced great pleasure in riding true snaffle-bridle
horses, which bemg m high spirits and good humour,
would on a brisk trot now and then stretch out the neck

t'J.h I^K
^^^^^^

?V'^
''^' returning the head and playinij

with the bit
;
and I remember a famous racer that had thisame habit in his exercise, to the great pleasure of the ladwho rode him.

On any critical occasion, whether of embarrass on theway, or of unquietness in the horse, the reins mav be taken
separate in each hand

; and it is much practised 'both in ri-
ding and driving. It obviously increases the rider's power
over the horse, and is useful in case of startincr or shvioff
or the attempt in the animal to turn round, in plunginl
kicking, or rearing. In the latter case, common sense wHlmform the ruler that he must lean forward with slack reins,
or he may pull the horse over ; certainly one of the most
dangerous accidents among the many which appertain to
horsemanship

; whilst leaning forward, he should apply his
spurs sharply to the horse's sides, which punishment will
cure the horse of this vice, granting it be curable. In the
opposite habit of kicking out behind, which some perfor-
mers have the knack of doing very high and hard, with
jerks not over comfortable to the rider's back bone, the
precisely opposite course is dictated, in order to avoid a
somerset over the horse's shoulders. The rule now is, sit
back, sit fast, pull hard, holding the horse's head as high
as possible, and spur with all your force at every interval of
kicking

;
and finding the opportunity, use vour whip effect-

ually on the thigh, the belly, and, if necessarv, on the jaws
oi the brute. In a confirmed case of vice, nothing short of
intimidation and absolute conquest will succeed. "Such se-
venty indeed, instead of a cure, may sometimes produce
desperation

; and when patience and mild measures will
succeed, they are infinitely preferable. The vicious horse
has various modes ofshowing it ; but I think the most dan-
gerous of any that I have had the good fortune to be asso-
ciated with, have been from those which will stop short on
the way, hold the head down almost immoveable, ' and suck
in the wind,' as it is termed, to the swelling out of iheir
bodies as if intending to burst the girths. I have frequently
oeen under the expectation, that an actor in this way, med-
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itated to lie down and roll over me. Among some very

bad bargains which in the dear season I bought for a friend

in the North, at the London Repositories, was a mare
warranted * quiet to ride, and quiet in harness.' She prov-

ed the worst of the above description that I have known
;

and two or three of perhaps as experienced and able men
as any in the metropolis, could not put her into harness.

Nevertheless the warrranty was forfeited, I could get no
return of the money without a law suit, for which I was
unwilling to exchange even a' restive horse.

The Irishman of old, being ridiculed for suffering his

horse to run away with him, retorted, " And, by Jasus 1

how would I be able to stop him, when I had no spurs ?"

There is, ho>yever, a better than an Irish reason for wear-
ing spurs. A restive horse would once have gone down a

cellar with me, but for my spur on the cellarside ; and, in

the case of being placed between two objects, one of which
alarms the horse, and the other dangerous for him to come
in contact with ; the spur on the dangerous side is of un-

speakable use, as the rider's chief dependence in aid of his

hand, to keep the horse in his safe and proper place.

This is, indeed, a critical illustration of medio tutissimus

ibis, A man of right feeling and reflection will endeavour
to render his horse's labour as little irksome, and as com-
fortable to him as may be, and will thence give the nag his

rein, and bear as lightly on his mouth as possible ; con-

sistently, however, with having such a hold upon him as

may be nccessarv on any emergency; and if, as with hold-

ing the reins sufficiently short, I have laid much stress on

the fixedness and grasp on horseback, I intended that

grasp, like the curb of the bridle, for occasional use ; but

by no means that the rider should be a mere fixture, as

though nailed to his saddle, with a backbone like a hedge-
stake. On the contrary, he should learn to sit at his ease,

pliable to the motions of the horse, and in full possession

of that equipoise^ so much the boast of the schools. I have

already treated of starting and shying. When they obvi-

ously arise from real apprehension, patience and forbear-

ance are the only remedies
;
passion and punishment are

among the numerous proofs of human outdoor insanity. A
horse certainly must be forced to pass the object at which

he shies ; but the practice of too many horsemen is worse

^
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than time and pains thrown away, when with the utmost
severity they force the horse close up to the thing which
has alarmed him. It is far better to go on with him, holdhrm in hand, to scold him, and suffer him to deviate as hi-
tie as possible from the road. This practice persevered in
will, in time, awaken the animal's common sense, and nut
to sleep his apprehensions. On all occasions, great seve-
nty should be reserved for vice and roguery. Iforses free
from vice are ever most easily and profitably managed by
mild and considerate treatment; and many have I known
ot such docile, kind, and accommodating dispositions, that
It IS one of the deadly sins to treat them otherwise. Par
exemple, a iovf years since, I had occasion to tro to Smit-ham Bottom, to see a colt belonging to an a1>sent Irish
friend, tried two miles. I had a hack from Sex's livery
stables, precisely one of the above kind description, appa-
rently desirous of pleasing his rider in all thincrs We
were jogging on at the rate of seven or cicrht miles per
hour, when the horse gently slackened his p'ace and then
stopped, without any intimation from me, saying as well as
he could, " Oh ! you have dropped something." [n effect
I had dropped my whip, and dismounting, the nag turned
his head, to see me recover that which I had dropped
When he found me remounted, away he wenU as cheer^
fully as possible, and seemingly with self-approbation at
having acted right. I have, in my day, had the pleasure
of forming sundry intimate acquaintances with horses of
this description

; with one beyond all others. It is not
the whole of their duty for masters themselves to learn and
practise rational, mild and fair treatment, iowsiVils their
animals

;
it is a material branch of that duty to instruct

their servants, and to ascertain how far their instructions
are obeyed. Horses, and the domestic animals generally,
suffer numberless cruel inflictions from ignorant, unfeel-
ing, and profligate servants ; and especially, in the case of
the animals not understanding that which is required of
them, or for doing this or that, which they could not be
aware was forbidden.
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SECTION XXVII.

TORY
The following detached quotations are from my •« His-
RY of the Horse," commencing at page 189.

<* The general objects of the modern menage, are to
unite, truss, or knit the body of the horse, binding his
haunches more under him, to give him a graceful and lofty
action

; a mouth of the highest delicacy, in order to secure
that appuiy or reciprocity of feeling between it and the ri-

der's hand, and to teach him movement in every direction,
with certain feats of vaulting, for the technical names of
which, I must refer to professional books. In few words,
to educate the horse in this way, is literally to teach him to
dance and to caper ; formerly, for aught I know, also at
present, horses on the Continent were accustomed to dance
the saraband, and to perform the capriole, that is, to caper
like a goat, as the term implies. There is, however, a
view of utihty, as well as amusement in these feats ; since
to be able to sit scientifically and securely upon the horse,
while he performs them, is the great test of complete
horsemanship.

^< Nothing can be more obvious than that the menage is

chiefly ornamental ; and that the thoroughly dressed horse
is rather an object of luxurious parade than of real utility

;

even allowing, that by this extensive education, all the bo-
dily and mental powers of the animal are elicited and dis-
played

; but it is far otherwise with the petity or inferior
menage, which consists of all that is useful in the other

;

fitting the horse for the ranks, and for every purpose of mi-
litary service. This useful part of the system is also ap-
plicable to other services ; in how great a degree it is be-
neficially so, will be by and by considered.
"The practice of the old school necessarily partook of

the ignorance and barbarity of the times ; and the most ab-
surd and useless trespasses were made upon the animal
feeUngs. Over and above the gags and tortures of the
mouth, the legs of the horse were often confined in tram-
mels

;
in which state he was driven on by sharp goads,

that he might acquire a crippled and unnatural pace!
Heavy shoes were fixed upon his hinder feet, and even
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sacks of sand upon his loins, in order to keep down the
hinder parts of the horse. To these were added, pasterns
ofJead and shoes of advantage, which last with their plates,
beside the constant torture they occasioned, often crippled
the horse for life, by strams in the stifle or lower joints
In the modern English school, all unfair and unnatural me-
thods of subdumg the horse, are, or ought to be, totallv
discarded, and his education to be commenced and com-
pleted by legitimate and uninjurious implements

; by whole-some restraint, moderate correction, and rational appeals
to his natural docility.

^^

"The body, (according to Adams on Horsemanship),
must always be in a situation, not only to preserve the bal^
ance, but maintain the seat. The distinction between the
balance and the seat may be thus marked. The balance is
the centrical or equilibrium position of the body, whatevermay be the niotion of the horse. The seat is the horse-man s firm hold of the saddle, when he is liable to be
thrown over the horse's neck, or to fall backward over his
tail.

« To preserve the balance, it is evident the body of the
nder must keep in the same direction as the horse's legs •

c.^. If the horse work straight and upright on his legs!
the rider s body must be in the same upright direction

;but when the horse bends or leans, as when working on a
circle, or trotting round a corner, the rider must lean in
he same direction or proportion, or his balance will be

lost. 1 be balance, indeed, may be preserved bv a diflfer-
ent seat

; but the seat will not be secure.
"The hand—.(Adams continued) : If the hand be held

steady as the horse advances in the trot, the fintrers will
feel by the contraction and dilatation of the reinsra small
sensation or tug, occasioned by the measure or cadence of
every step. This, which is reciprocally felt in the horse's
mouth, by means of the correspondence, is called the ap-
put; and while the appui is preserved between the hand
and the mouth, the horse is in perfect obedience to the ri-
der, the hand directing him with the greatest ease, so that
the horse seems to work by the will of the rider, rather
than the compulsion of the hand. The hand thus posses-
Bea a considerable power, independently of other aids and
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assistances, more than sufficient to control and direct a
horse that is broke and obedient.

"I return to Beringer, for a few practical ' observations
on the functions of the hand. Hold your hand three fin-

gers breadth from your body, as high as your elbow, in
such manner that the joint of your little finger be upon a
right line with the tip of the elbow

; let your wrist be sufli-

ciently rounded, that your knuckles may be kept directly
rfbove the neck of the horse ; let your nails be exactly op-
posite your body, the little finger nearer to it than the
others

;
your thumb quite flat upon the reins, which you

must separate by putting your little finger between them,
the right rein lying upon it : this is the first and general
position.

" Does your horse go forward ; or rather, would you
have him go forward ? yield to him your hand, and for that
purpose, turn your nails downward in such manner as to
bring yonr thumb near your body ; remove your little fin-

ger from it, and bring it into the place where your knuckles
were in the first position ; keeping your nails directly above
your horse's neck : this is the second position.

" Would you make your horse go backward ? quit the
first position

; let your wrist be quite round ; let your
thumb be in the place of the little finger in the second posi-
tion, and the little finger in that of the thumb ; turn your
nails quite upward, and towards your face, and knuckles
will be towards your horse's neck : this is the third posi-
tion.

" Would you turn your horse to the right ? leave the first

position, carry your nails to the right, turning your hand
upside down, in such manner that your thumb be carried
out to the left, and the little finger brought unto the ri£rht

:

this is the fourth position.

" Lastly, would you turn to the left ? quit again the first

position
; carry the back of your hand a little to the lefl,

so that the knuckles may come under a little, that your
thumb may incline to the right and the little finger to the

left ;
this makes the fifth position. These difl^erent posi-

tions, however, alone are insufficient, unless the horseman
be able to pass from one to another with readiness and or-

der."—Thus far, Beringer.
" With respect to a comparison of the menage, or in the

old style, riding the great horse, with the English method

mS^Z"" P.f'^'^^^^^'"^ yea,, since, hfve suTtarnJdno alteration. The grand menage is an antique and rumbrous superfluity, which ought tAe laid asSor exhibTd

a±eV Br^''*^
'^

""T^
^^^"^^^« andh;avy staSedapparel. Bennger says. It is impossible to find a universal

sc'h^^i^For r'""V" f th'nun^erous actions ofSschool. For, to complete the full dressed horse, reauir^no inconsiderable portion of his life, and the seve ity o?aT
wnicn ne IS taught to perform, constantly exposes him tothe risk of dangerous strains in his reins and hinder Zr-ters. Indeed no labour of the horse can be so severe anddistressing as his full lesson in the school, ofcS^siSing, advancing, retreating, vaulting, kicking, rearing and

fellow performer on the stage, who leaps, vaults, tumbl^and dances upon the slack rope.
^

" The late Charles Hughes, and other riding masters

m,ni 7 "her purposes
; and Adams confesses, that themanaged style of riding is unsuitable to speedy trottinVor

too much weakened, as has been shown, but his body is so«ntted, or trussed together, his haunches so much drawnunder him, and he is so used to lift up his fore-quarters,
that his progressive powers are spent in the air, and he can

oart of th,r"r«
^" P'"'" ^"^lish, he losL the greaterpart of that quahfication, so extremely valuable in England,

his speed
;
pawt awkwardly with his fore feet, mau^re aU

iLtY^ y u
^'""'' ^'"' •=''""°' P"' '"rth his science-

shackled imbs, without present pain and early fatigue. He
IS suppled indeed, but he has acquired that kind of supple-
ness which gives him the action of a crab.

"Again, respecting the managed seat, however grand

!h ii^'h'u
°"^ " """y "PP^" '" '^ procession, on which I

snail Hold no argument, surely its most strenuous advocates
must acknowledge, that it is equally ludicrous upon anycommon occasion

; a man with his hollow back, prominent
beUy and chest, braced shoulders, stiff neck, straight and
«»n legs and thighs, mounted a cockhoree on the ordinary

H 2
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occasions of business or pleasure, can scarcely fail of ex-
hibiting to the life, the hero of La Mancha ; and more es-
pecially should his figure possess those natural tendencies
grateful to the burlesque which need not be pointed out.

" With a conviction of the inutility, expensiveness, and
injury of the thorough menage, and with a similar conviction
of the equal use and security of jockey equitation, for en
dernier ressort, the forms of both seats must give way to
holding fast, by whatever means ; I am so far from wishing
the abolition of riding schools, that I would rather see them
increased, not merely for military, but general use. A
system of demi-menage, including all that is useful of the
grand system, would form military chargers, supposing the
horses naturally adapted, with action sufficiently lofty and
grand for the most ostentatious : horses for the ranks also,

perfectly qualified, and those for general use, more grace-
ful, safe and pleasant, than we at present find them. These
last ought to come out of the riding schools with a mo-
derately tempered mouth, and no further put together than
to render them safe. There are some loose formed horses,
however, leaving their legs behind them, which might pro-
bably receive benefit from the uniting process of the men-
age: and those with ill-formed and reversed necks, would
receive at school their only possible improvement, that of
a good mouth. I have before given the caution that, in ge-
neral, most horses out of training, should previously to their

being ridden on the road or field, be sent to the riding

house, and be set moderately upon their haunches ; for

however good their mouths may be, they have been too

much accustomed to the longeing form of going to be
either pleasant or safe upon the road.'*

—

History of the

Horse, p. 206.
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SECTION XXVIIL—Female EuurrATioN.

It seems that either Queen Anne, wife of Richard the
Second, or our virgin Queen Elizabeth, first introduced the

present fashion of the lady's seat on horseback, which had
previously been similar to that of the gentleman ; and pro-

bably this last form may be yet retained by the women on

some parts of the Continent. The last that I have heard

m Suffolk. Two young ladies of family, then latelv fromhe Contment, resident not many milesLm Ipswich wTr^in he constant habit of riding about the counT in The

'

smart doeskms, greatcoats, and flapped beaver ha s h.tJoselad.es ventured upon a still Tore cur ous mode Sh gh-bred smgulanty. Being at the Ipswich "heaTe oneevening, and sittmg on the stage, as was then t reustornand the commencement of the play being unexnectedlv d?kyed they opened their work-bags and be^arknott^nt

:

It ""^r u
^''^'"'"^ ^^ '^' «'i'«^« from^hetal Ss'however and the general disapprobation of the hou e dTd

,

not give them encouragement to proceed. I was not pr^sent, but had the account from one who was 7 indeed^^f

cure, and n an especial manner, for ladies who venture in-to the field
;
although our huntresses, so far as I know in

rlcolS tlc^'''
-tained thei; proper It'Tds

JZfZr}'^^?'^''' "P°" Pastime, never Shrunk from

U.Z l^ u' '''"^^'' reasonably passable; and LadvHester Stanhope may be now hunting upon her Arab inthose howling wildernesses. All that^I have to say furtheron this point IS I have never been an advocate for women

"thin'k T^'^ '^''?^'^ oven better be knotting!

fplln . ^'^ '^'^^'^y ''^^'^^'^ of the kind of ho^se for

canterer r't^"' 1^"" ^"^'>'' ' "^^"''^^^ ^^^^ ^oer, a s eady

Teither slartfn ""w^"''
'"^'

"-^'^ ^^^^ ^^«»^^^ «"<^ one tha^neither starts nor shies
; on this latter account, bred horses

A ""aVdilior/'^
best adapted, granting 'they go safe!A lew additional words on the canter : it has caused me

when several years past I was corrected on this point finL CoTitft""'\ '^'•, ^ ''' plain 'and ib

bvthTn?"
but I was in some degree temporarily biased

iLtlTr 'T""^"
^^"" ^^^ Newmarket man, who

Pu£th.Ufl^
?'"'"' "" ^'^^ ^"^^^^ '^''^^ «^ '^^ riderpulling the left rem m starting a galloper. Well, but sure-

^y in that case, the horse's Jiead being pulled to the left,
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must make him throw forward his off leg. This indeed
militates against my late rule, to put a horse into a canter
by pulling the right rein

; but, I believe, such has always
been my practice on the road ; and such, it seems, is the
practice of the schools : I leave the matter to experiment.
The canter I have represented as the most dangerous

pace, unless the horse be a naturally safe goer, and not ten-
der footed. This becomes periodically a touching subject
to me, in regard of my left knee, the tendon and ligaments,
though the accident occurred such a number ofyears since.
A recent and very dangerous accident happened to Lady
EHzabeth Belgrave, in Cheshire ; her horse dropping down
suddenly in his canter, her Ladyship was taken up insensi-
ble, and apparently much hurt, though by good fortune, no
fracture was discovered. The high estimation and regard
in which she was held in the vicinity, was fully demonstrated
by the general anxiety felt and expressed during the time
she remained in an uncertain state : happily, this has been
removed by her Ladyship's arrival in town, fully convales-
cent.

To put a LADY ON HORSEBACK. I formerly adopted the

rules of my old acquaintance Charles Hughes the riding

master, and there seems little variation in them since his

time : to do the thing completely, requires the ministry of
two persons, the gentleman who attends the lady, and the

groom. One person only being present, steps are neces-
sary. The lady for divers reasons, should not approach
her nag from behind, but from his head, or directly to his

shoulder, and the stirrup. He should be rendered still and
quiet ; the servant standing immediately before the horse,

should hold him either by the checks of the bridle, or with

thebridoon rein in each hand, near the horse's mouth. The
lady then, all being right respecting her clothes, places her

shoulder against the saddle, and taking the bridoon rein

loosely in her right hand, upon the fore finger or thumb,
she lays hold on the upright horn of the saddle, standing in

the mean time erect, and ready to place her left hand on her

assistant's right shoulder. The person who attends to seat

the lady, approaching close to her, must join his hands, by

weaving his fingers within each other, to form a stirrup for

the lady's left foot, as near the ground as possible ; her

left knee must be quite straight, which will facilitate the
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the assistant's effort to place her in the saddle, which is alsoforwarded by a moderate spring from herself !he vvi neTceive the necessity of the knee being held per eel ly r^hand of her standing with her shouhler clL to L IS^
be^rroft^" '

'^'"""^ "'^^ ^^'^'^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^

a sSond ZoV" '^'''^^^'^
r"^

her garments sn.oothed

to be thP """'.^^"^^^V^" ^ r' h^^^^^^oman's first act oughtto be he drawing up her clothes with the riaht hand to fheheight, that her right knee may be clear to enter the cutchwhere ,t is to be fixed. If she did not moun wi'h the

Tea' 1 "win"!
' 'Tfr'' '"Z^'"^'

''' P--" -^ the iiorse'sHead, Will have held it ready for her. The whin in hpr

uSn 'rfn uf'^'e ""''r^'y
"^^^ ''^ ^-^^' -'^^^^^ thumb

stT. ; Ti^'^.^r
^'''^''' ""^^^ 't, the arm hanging downstraight, but with ease. Hughes, who tau<.ht Ins ladvscholars to ride on either side of the horse, counse led toto have the pommel of their saddle made ve y low Uit theknee may not be thrown too high

; and also't£t Ihe potmel be made with a turn-again screw, to be taken offTncase of a necessity of the lady changing sides, on any par"

IrathtTr' •

'^^''": ^'^'"^ shoes' should alfva^s'^e
straightsoled, as in case of accident, there is the risk of the

od fash on, IS hollow next to the heel. A female, as weUas a irinle rider, should hold the reins moderately slack, thata suflicient purchase may be retained. This caution, however, is entirely slighted by an excellent horseman, airentle-

Kenri T '"" '"^ ""^^ ^^^"^ ^ frequently see passing through

stead est ."J.?'
"^""^ '

r^''""'
"^^' '^' '"^^t graceful, the

steadiest, and apparently one of the most safe cantcrers,

UDon fh^'h ^'^f '^^V ^^^ '"^"' "'^ «'^^y^ thrown looseupon the horse's neck. A lady's pad should particularly

?mnrn?/''"'f^
'\^^^'^ "^^^"'^''^

'
«"^ ^'^th respect to his

ZLT'»' u-
^>^ P^"^» ^t is accomplished by^ouching

Sch T ? ^^^"^
"''f^

'^' ^^^'P' '' ^^^^tient intervals, aiWhich I have known ladies very expert.

fnr n^f
^^'^MOUNT. Jn casc a lady who may have reasons

the r« »^ "^r
^'^\ '^'^'ty. Should have to dismount with

the assistance of only one person to hold her horse, steps

frnm I

"' ""^ ^'"^ ^'''^' ''^''- Otherwise, a lady springstrom her seat, and should her pad, so often the case, be
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upwards of fifteen hands in height, she has a good jump to

make, and I have, now and then, heard of a strained ankle,
as the consequence

; a man, it may be observed, dismounts
in a much more favourable mode. Having an assistant,

the lady gives him her left hand, supporting herself by that

hold, and by the crutch of the saddle with the other as she
alights. Her preliminary act, however, is gently to change
her whip from the right to the left or bridle hand, leaving
its end to hang down the horse's near shoulder, hanging the
reins upon the upright horn of the saddle, on which also she
rests her right hand ; her garments clear of giving any ob-
struction, she may then, turning a little to the right, make
her spring towards the assistant, who is ready to break her
fall. She should be careful on quitting her stirrup, to keep
her knee upon the crutch, as a security in case of the horse
starling. It must be superfluous to note, that a gentleman
who attends a lady on horseback, rides on her near side

;

and that it is one of his first duties, ever to keep himself be-
tween the lady and any carriages or horsemen that may be
met. I have spoken against men riding with a curb and
single rein ; it is still more objectionable for women, as
keeping the horse constantly on the fret, if he have a proper
feeling in his mouth. The woman's bridle should be double
reined, bridoon and moderate curb ; and for a lady's con-
venience, the turf method may be adopted, of sewing the
curb reins together at a proper length, in which state if

dropped from the hand they can always be recovered in an
even state. Females riding at a speedy trot, are accustom-
ed, indeed necessitated, to rise, or hitch, in the male style,

which, however, has somewhat of a ludicrous appearance.
I crave pardon of two young ladies for thus deferring

honourable mention of them, as devotees of the goddess
Diana. Miss Catharine Arden, I am informed, is regular

at the Melton hunt ; and Miss H. of Staffordshire, not only
hunts, but sees the end of it, as often as the most crack
male rider in the field, priding herself no little, in generally

tiring her attendant whether there, or upon the road ; she

has beside, terriers the most stanch at the badger, of any in

the vicinity, with the performances of which, she is in the

habit ofregaling her friends, male, I must presume.
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SECTION XXIX.^The Road.

class, prefer a fast w,?l ^. ''°'1 "^ ""^ '^'V Patient

descendant^
* ^ '•"^^"'^'^

'
""^ ^me I have known Job's

troth OtheSZl f l^'^V"'
""' 1"ali'ication, will \L

ever t^egreatest Hiffi .
•

'1 '" '''''"'"^' """^ "'«^« ^^'^

to this LSnt clf̂ f ^•" *""""« themselves. I belong

dav anr^lnu ^' '^^''"= excessively fatigued at a hm
geLrS/'irS "" '-^^''-^ii'eretofoleVZ
seventeen TtlTT per hour, stages from sixteen or

thMeCbtlT ^- u° r""'^''
"' '^'''<='' f^e- J could get

sive and ruino.., fo^C ^ '
""' '''°"''' '"<='' «^««^' "PP'es-

of necessity or 1 /'"' T"" ''" "^^''' except in casea

No douh, ^f^ /^ P^^'^'P^' ^"' "'e ^''ke of experiment.

had one if them °h ""'k''''' l?«^'"^
^'"'^'' "'"I ' »'«lieve

of ftL. M '"^ '^"''' '" twelve hours ; or udwardsof four score miles per ,lay, during three or four days bu?

Z'ZH^T^'V^ ''^"''^"S ^- will :;ui7of hU

form best wS^' ii k T^"^^
travelling, a ho«e will per-

withoutlJi!!^^''-1i" ^r^°T
^""'y "' ««'y ">"« in a day,

journevsS to
/'.'' T^ 'f^ •• ^"^ <"' '""^ '='"'tinued

beSr'p I ^^ uW, ""'*'' P" ''"y i^ «« """eh as can

to t7ot X; the ^t. f f

' '"'' ^"7"' ^ '''^''' ''"'"gh *'''°

in tChlT V. "'^ '°"''^''" ""'^« "-'thin the hour, and
nJ iL '

'=°"'^'"°n. eould never stand fast travelling los-ing their appetite and becoming powerless • vet at a Jo»pace, would travel tJie dav ihro.ml. i !
' ^ "^

^Kc^r^i^g^Vh^^?^^^^^^^^^

rTwf'"
"'''^r^ - be'ltetSaTdS!

may sSlv l!!"'
* "f'

"""'"™ •'°''' "^ "^bove described,may safely engage his nag with his full burden of grass
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flesh upon him, in a month's journey ; and by virtue of

good solid corn feeds, he will in that month attain condi-

tion.

Feeding and management on the road. Many per-

sons ride long stages, for example, thirty or forty miles,

without feeding ; but it is inconsiderate and injurious to

the horse. Moderate feeds at the different stages, and an

ample one at the last, are most beneficial : a quartern of

oats, with a handful or two of beans are sufficient quanti-

ties during the day ; at night, half a peck of oats and a

few handsful of beans ; so that a hack upon a journey of

considerable length, may be allowed from a peck and a

quarter, to a peck and a half of oats. Hasty travellers

will yet find an advantage in starting at a very moderate

pace, and in finishing the three last miles of a stage, more

especially in hot weather, as leisurely as their haste will

admit, since by such means, they will save time ;
as their

horse, on reaching the inn, will be the sooner dry and rea-

dy to feed. On the road, the horse may be indulged, every

eight or ten miles, if he require it, with a few go-downs of

water ; and in hot weather over hard roads, and with fast

travelling, when the shoes acquire a burning heat, it is

most refreshing to the horse, to ride him over his pasterns,

momentarily, through any water that may be accessible.

But a caution of much moment must have place here
;
be

the weather hot or cold, a horse in a state of perspiration

should never be kept standing any length of time in water.

An old writer records the case of a hunter so rendered ir-

recoverable ; and some years since, a neighbour of mine,

by the same accident, brought an incurable founder upon

his chaise horse.

In fast travelling, every horseman of common sense, will

ease his hack up the hills, giving as many pulls as the nag

may seem to require : down hill, he may dash away, as the

old seamen used to say—at no allowance
;
provided al-

ways, that in the first place, his horse's feet are sound, and

in the next, that the horse be well confirmed in the theory

and practice of safely descending a hill. I have in former,

and foolish days, rattled down a steep hill, on a skilful, but

tender footed hack, trotting after the rate of eighteen miles

an hour, the nag not bearing an ounce on the bit, but

seeming as if inclined to sit upon his haunches. That
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affection, or somethinff misDhop.? on^ ii
P^'"'"' hodily

mounted. .Vo. tu:S ^^lIZ^l ZZ^^''"

dilated nostrils, sle t nfaT tht ear"l7'''f'
'^°'" »•''

t bursting tight upon his paunch giving' ean^if'"v?»•t may remain in that state, whifh ^JZl ? "'"'"iwhen the saddle <rels forward . i, ^VJ ^ '""?
' ^nd

loosened girths.
' " '""' *"°''^ Proportionally

soonbereadvforhisfeedofnnrn. k'.v 1' T^' and

per.piration,'the "re s' ?ar mh"e;v^st''a"; l^.o^^
''

most good inns, the hostlers are veTy I'eU aJof2! '
-.1'

the treatment that is necessarv vn it i, »
^^^luamted with

for a traveller to be^rmTa^LV y'K^rarr'T:even so a gentleman should attend pwsorilv^ii .''."*

essentials
;
for as according to the old ada^e th." ™ "l"

eye makelh the hors*. f.,? "„„ ,i . ^' ^ '"**'«''»

weather being cold or damp, and the hoL underTe effi.!of violent exertion, he should be led insUndytosUblefS

•..
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placed in a situation, free from any chilling current of air

and upon a good deep bed of fresh and dry litter. The
girths are to be loosened, but the saddle not removed, and
a dry cloth thrown over the loins ; the face, ear-roots,

neck, and throat, are first to be rubbed gently, and whilst

he is eating a little of the best hay to be procured, his feet

and legs, up to the hocks, should be well washed and sup-

pled in warm water. This is a most beneficial practice,

and nothing contributes so much to cheering, cooling, and
refreshing a hard ridden horse, and to abating the exces-

sive and painful heat and tension in his joints and sinews,

and the surbating eflects of the hard road upon his feet.

Every man who knows the road, however, must be appris-

ed that these extraordinary performances can only be acted

by particular desire. Subsequently, the belly, flanks,

thighs, and fore arms, being cleared from the thickest of
the dirt, it may be time to strip the horse, rub him down,
and as soon as possible to get him finished. The feed

should be tendered, so soon as he may be cool enough,
and desirous to receive it ; and half a pail of blood warm
water may be allowed at twice. Should the nag feed with

an appetite, he will be ready in due time for the next

stage. If he will not feed, it will not do exactly, to call

upon him for such another stage. It is a good precaution

used, if the inside and lining of the saddle has been made
dry and comfortable ; and at every stage, the horse's back
should be looked to, from the apprehension of possible

chafing or warbles.

In summer travelling, the horse at the end of his stage

is best dried abroad, being led gently with his saddle on or

not, according to the temperature and degree of the solar

heat. In this case, I was generally obliged to thwart the

common pnictice of the hostlers, in not suffering them to

dry my hacks in the sun like a shirt ; instead of which, I

ever preferred the shade. I have seen horses sick and
faint after a hard stage, exposed by way of drying them to

the blazing heat of the dog-day sun, which must assuredly

increase their faintness, and blunt their appetite, besides

rendering them liable to a stroke of cold in removing to

an atmosphere of lower temperature, which may bring on
the low dog-day fever, so difficult to remove. I remember
Smolensko, from an affection of this kind, losing a match

153

over the Beacon Course, in July, which I have everv reason to believe, he ran to win.
^

The master or groom should attend at everv feedingtime with an eye to the due quality as well as quaS ofcorn and to prevent the stable doctors fromU^ thehorse s feet, for the ease and preservation ofmVI
uVoZT' '"'^'^ ^^^"^ "'• ^°'^' ^^ '^^ best appuktion

or 7nil fi .!
^'""^ ^^nvenience, whether upon a journe;or ,n the field, were gentleman's grooms to acquire enough

SECTION XXX.^Drivino.

of Sr'iLv^Ne^r'
"^'"^ '' ^'^^^^ -^'^ ^'^'^ ^"^ ^^^"^^

Tunh *

. .

'^^ "^ ^"^ ^^® ^' "ation, was, or is there

coach.', T"'^'^'
'' r' ^'^^^' convenient, and gallant

form d\1r^^^ ''
'"'f- '^'f^

"^^"^ -^ ^^^-"^ by the'fineslormed, highest conditioned, and best bred horses whirhthis country can produce, and completing journeys of

l^tT'T^-"f^.^'."^*^
^"^^^^ as with forCneTcaascarcely obtam belief! But this, alas, is attained\7 ^K«expense of such an additional load of animal Sry and at80 much risk, and even loss ofhuman limbs Z7o that iseerr^s extraordinary no regret, mode of reform or effec

#!Tif Q ? ^l' '"^J^^^' ^ «^"™^ t'nie since sent a panero the Sporting Magizine, but it arrived too late for fnserUon; containing as it does, my present sentiments on the

^1%: \^''^- ^ P^^^^ ^^'^ t« ^^'^ chief part of it.

ness is' nohoH
^^^'^^'^"^^'^"'7^"^^ '' ''''y body's busi-ness, IS nobody s business : and in good honest truth, didthe public ever reflect as a body, it miaht nause on thf

numerous mishaps, which it has br^ug'Cn' tse^" N^'

naTu^al vTnd'h^h^^
'' ^^"'^''^ '^ bap'pen,'for we a^

for us at a^^^^^
^'''^T ^^^ '"'"^^^^^ and God

!lthp hIJi !^ u ""i '^e^^^'^^^ ^^^ principle seems to be

^oHy, If ,t may be called acting
; it is to grumble pretty
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audibly, on the occurrence of every accident, and as for
the individual victims to whom the power of complaining
is left, their plaints are sufficiently loud. But these good
people, like certain associations to prevent horse-stealing,
have shut the stable door after the steed was stolen. Our
travellers on the road will think of no steps towards their
own and the general security

; they will not put their shoul-
ders to the wheel, but like the carter in the fable, expect
all from St. Antonio

; or like Emperor Nap, from their
« fortune ;" by which sapient conduct, they, as well as the
imperial escroc, sometimes have to encounter a Russian
winter. For example, without the idea of a single remon-
strance, will not a whole coach load of living lumber, suf-
fer themselves to be whirled down a precipice, alwavs and
universally known to be dangerous, without a wheel* being
tied ? This case of itself might suffice as an illustration,

for thus passengers generally conduct themselves in colla-
terals. Their minds are so totally engrossed by the insa-
tiable desire of getting to their journey's end, with the ut-
most speed, they have no considerations to bestow on the
perils of furious driving, or any other perils, however obvi-
ous, with which their journey may be attended. They thus,
contemning all cautions, or ideas of prevention, determine
to stand their own insurers, trusting to their fortune and ta-

king the risk. Nay, beyond all this, there is a certain part
of the public, so thoroughly satisfied with things as they
are, that individuals of that cast have expressed to me their
astonishment at the complaints made of the accidents on
our roads, of which they are equally astonished there should
be so few ; in this last view of the matter, I certainly agree
with them.

« Things remaining in this state, there inevitably must,
therefore will be, periodical and fatal accidents which
ought not, and need not be ; and even so, perhaps in des-
pite of every practicable addition to our road legislation ; but
surely the limbs, the future comfort of life, even life itself,

are objects of at least equal consequence with any tempo-
rary locomotion, of whatever necessity or importance that
might be. It is a theme proper for all travellers, indeed
all men, to debate and comment upon ; and in regard of
which, men ought to impose some law of discretion and
decision upon themselves

j and as this is the age of Asso-
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€iat,ons, the establishment of some such, in aid and with^e view of assurmg all due effect to the laws already nforce, and to the enactment of additions which mighi bejeerned necessary, would not be useless or mere^oast!<lrmkmg and holiday institutions.

Jlh.""?'
however, ready to acknowledge that somewhatof the former mama of neck or nothing on the road haspassed away, w.th its kindred adventurous insanity of pub-iic companies, and that some reformation has taken placeniore thanks to the parental care and discretion of cerLTncoach proprietors than to those who had, or ought to have

II' ,"?r/
'"'^"'^ ^"^^'•^^^ "' the business. The num-ber of skilful and careful drag.men has increased, which

IS in no small degree to be attributed to the exertions ofour spirited young men of quality, in extending and patro-nizing the science of the ribbons. Our modern gentlemen
dragsmen have superior and more laudable motives than5orne fevy whom I knew in former days, whose delight wasbribery lor the execrable letch of whipping a set of tiredhorses through an additional stage ! ol, thf other hand itmust not be passed over that, excessive, and beyond allanimal endurance, and human safety, as our speed on theroad has been, an attempt was made two or three yearssmce to increase it, and when the results of the experi-ment were reported in a great assembly, namely, the bro-
ken legs, loins, and hearts of the many horses, these formedno objection in the view of certain individuals, who still
called out for a general rate of twelve miles per hour.am public vigilance ought not to slumber in this everyman s case

;
the risk of life and limb for a noble cause is

no only meritorious, but a bounden duty with the brave
;but to put those to an imminent risk for'somethincr of less

consequence than a good old song, is the part of Tnsanity,
stupidity, or sheer folly. Notwithstanding what I have said
ot some awakening to caution and improvement, a re-ap-
pearance of the old leaven is far from uncommon; andmany fatal accidents, from mere foolhardiness and neffli-
gence have occurred, are indeed periodically occurring, as
though they were the order of the day and necessary to our
glorious system. The very idea of stage coaches racing on
tHe high road savours strongly of out door Bedlam ; more
impressively m the travellers

; yet I have lately seen two
o 2
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Stage coaches of the very first class, following each other
upon the gallop, at the rate of sixteen or seventeen miles
an hour, from the turnpike down and up the hill to Picca-
dilly. After all the threats and fuss which have been made
about this coach racing, there is now full enough of it to
be witnessed

; and, as the present law in the case is some-
what like a dea^J letter, were some of these drag competitors
and jockeys preferred to a box in Botany Bay, I can pre-
dicate no possible harm in it. A coach, last year, was up-
set from no other cause or obstruction than the swing round
a well known sharp corner

; and other accidents occurred,
which obviously required legal interference, though they
had none. Now stage cuach travellers are in a rare pre-
dicament, if their necks require insurance against turning
corners. The adept who achieved this feat, I believe, es-
caped the annoyance even of a remonstrance. But what
is to be said about excessive, heavy, and high loads, with
which, descent of steep hills and inequality of surface on the
road, render it even betting up or down ? Why, that it is

a race, but not at even weights, between the pecuniary in-
terests of the coach proprietors and the life and limbs of
their clients. Some years since, on a journey into Kent,
and sitting on the box beside the dragsman, I was surprised
to see him turn out of a fine piece of road which had the
most moderate, and, in my idea, most insignificant slope,
in order to whip his horses over a deep and fresh laid piece
of gravel. On my remark, he said, * hush ; I have upwards
of three tons on the coach, and an unevenness of the road,
which otherwise would not be felt, might now bring us on
our knees.' We were at whips soon after starting, in as-
cending Westminster Bridge, and at our second stage one
of the wheelers swooned in his collar. One of the leaders,
in a coach with which I travelled last year, had, the previ-
ous week, dropped down dead, heart-broken, in his stage

;

and a dragsman, apparently a very careful man, and, I
should think, a proprietor, whose coach runs westward,
assured me, that a certain crack brother of the whip had
actually driven a poor mare several miles, after one of her
legs and her loins had been broken. To record the road
accidents of years past a man must determine to write a
foho. It was indeed a fatal accident in December last,

from which a worthy gentleman lost his life. It occurred
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several of them, raw hors s'noj tlj oul2 T'T' f '!"''

ness. I have formerly writ enaS flZ'''"^
'<' ''"-

restiff horses in the pJIblic worKTL Us"&"#Tof horsmg a large coach concern that prop ielor, f
^^

^always time to be verv nire in ih»i.. „i!
r™P'^'«""s have not

=K.".;rfK.f,-n EST SF

cocBtamans who have not been so fortunate as n vs^elf in
^

ammgthe.r activity, and who cannot like m?cr '
"

k"
street, on occasion, with a hop sten and a i.Ln n ""^
some time since, I had very'^early

"
na.H f- '„ TT'''

'got done brown,' for, as I was croLng 'e 't Stree,
""'*'

St. Dunstan's church, my eves not hnvin.r .1 f
'
"®"

as my heels. I narro;iy escaped contacfih l'.'"',''

'''''^

a uge, thundering, and! ^ppnZuyZ, ZV f^Z' f^he true welter and chew of tobacco sort, who came Tm?ing along the street at the rate of sixteen mL aThoT
ir/: '"vv^u'-

"' '^'•'P^' ""'» "'«'"">' won the race bv,hhead
!

Walking down the street, I in.me.liaJeW Z ^
musmg upon a proper funereal paragraph"0^^^^'"
^e speculation that the accident had proved decS °"

•""^3'
l'''""^'y

"''' •'"'n Lawrence, of Somerriw"'reach^ the ending post quite in his p oper Ze .laT?,'to say, by the help of a trotter ; but he well knit ,h .
1.*

was bo:n on purpose to die. though the how andTh^ wlJ„'

4
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were wisely concealed from him. P. P. clerk of this parish,

was certainly right, for

Do all we can, death is a man
That never spareth none.'

*< Yet, however lightly this may concern one party, yet

the other, the actual or probable sufferers, must have a
very different view of the matter, and may surely and very
justly be permitted to insist that, when the streets are
crowded with traffic and foot passengers, and more espe-

cially near crossings and corners of streets, both dragsmen
and horsemen ought either to be contented, or compelled
to be so, with a very moderate pace, and to be laid under
the obligation of some kind of regard for the lives and limbs
of other people. Instead of which becoming and compas-
sionate moderation, it is the fancy of our swell gig drivers

and others, lying under no kind of restraint, to dash through
the crowded streets at all they can do in the trot ; and
nothing so flash as the rapid whirl round every corner, to

which their horses have become so accustomed that, at the

sight of an angle, they never fail to prick their ears and
make a voluntary burst."

I have this moment taken up a newspaper—more acci-

xlents—more and more yet ! Are we never to have our fill

of this kind of gratification ? for such it must be or we
should never endure it. It is gratis dictum with the devil

to it, to give advice and to call for reflection upon those

whose answer is, or whose silence and disregard implies,

this is our saucy taste, and we will have it. Only a few
more vain, but well meant words, then on the subject.

" 'Tis THE PACE THAT RILLS THE HORSE." What mighty
mischiefs would accrue to our public and commercial in-

terests, or our private accommodation, were an hour or

two in the four and twenty abated and abstracted from our
travelling speed ? I apprehend we might grow as rich, live

as well, and live as long, some of us much longer, without
flying as with it. And eight to ten miles per hour, with

sufficiently short stages, might well serve every rational

purpose, whether of business or pleasure. It is a grave

subject to laugh at ; but surely there is something of the

ludicrous in the boasts of our flyers, on our having arrived

at such a bent of speed in all points, that the four horses of
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a coach may be changed and harnessed, by dav or in tU.dark, m a certain number of seconds Tll^ ? f
Newmarket on the road, but without Sat ca 'I'J^''^'sion and caution, ever to be found at Ne vmarketTh«head quarters ofevery thing that is guarderan/re^uilrNo doubt our dependence ought to be%rpnt L!i ,?" .

the care and solicitude of fe^ows nerhan '."''""P^^^l' ^'l
Qhmwi «,k:i * u .

icjjuws, pernaps dosmcr or half

anT ;, 1
'""'^'"^ P"'' '''^'^ '» harness ll.eCrses

h^A \ i 1

"^"^" wui. inisiast mstanceof care essnPQQhad lately a very serious effect, the horses ran aS whh acertain coach from (he reins breakina ^,wi .i ^ T
upset. One wonld suppose'tSJS u .^rothu^be aHowed, and the greatest care taken in puttinHhe hoiS
lubifct w::7

""P°''""^ eonsideration'apperlains oh
we nevei tail of the inteihgence of how many horses havpdropped down dead upon the roads, and the /uXr is 1

me Ultra or flying regime. Some years airo in opp nr .k„
niost ,u,t,y and dangerous seasons that I Zl witnessed 1

st^ ^airhiit:a^i- --ft"

bits of horseflesh (hat ever I sat behind, and I shouW hav«lost her at a certain(y, indeed she w s goin., had I no!eased her up every hill and all my sets, by the alSwanceof between one .nd two hours in the day " He contrrjwithout reserve to say that the greater^rt, or perh "psajthe horses that dropped, were lost merely for want of suchprecautions as he had used.
*'"

I have "held palaver" with several persons concerned

edir"? ''"'7^'' "" •''^ »«"«"»' «W.n. and inquTred whether .t would not be more to the interest of tCe
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who possessed capital sufficient to turn off their horses be-

fore they became too much injured by work, with a view to

their recovery and their lasting to the longest possible pe-

riod. I touched, however, only on the ground of interest,

not that of mercy or morality, which, in the view of my
confabulators, would have been palaver indeed. I recol-

lect only one coachmaster who professed to have tried that

plan to any extent, and he seemed to have succeeded in it.

The general method is to work the animals as long as they

can stand upon their legs ; and when lame, 1 have heard it

said, " we can whip them sound."

With respect to driving a single horse in harness, as it

is to be supposed that the aspirant has been previously on
horseback, and somewhat familiar with handling the reins,

" knuckles up or knuckles down," and with the use of ei-

ther one hand or both, there can be little need for precise

directions, which may be gathered from every day examples
on the roads and in the streets. But, for a man to square

himself with four in hand, and to finger the ribbands with

dexterity, effect, and grace, is really an affair of no mean
consequence, whether we consider appearances, or the re-

sponsibility which he incurs in regard to the lives and limbs

of the passengers and of the animals committed to his

charge. A due respect, moreover, to the prevailing taste

of the day, as exhibited by our gentlemen dragsmen, could

not consist with a neglect of this branch of the subject.

The " Whip, or Four in Hand Club," and it cannot be yet

worn out of remembrance, seems to have been the precur-

sor of driving as an essential part of a modish education.

Previously to this the practice was set on foot by individual

adepts with the stately phaeton ; and, if my memory serve

me faithfully, 1 have seen my old acquaintance. Bob Allen,

on Epsom course, in his phaeton, driving six in hand. Mr.

Onslow too, had been a celebrated four in hand man, wit-

ness the high encomiums upon him by one of the newspa-

per wits of the day ;

—

Little Tommy Titmouse, what can he do ?

Drive a Phaeton and two.

What can little Tommy do more ?

Drive a Phaeton and four.

<rpSf '^T'^' ^ ^"^ "^^ "^^"^ t^ "'ake tender of to thegentle reader, may either be part and parcel of the Xms

|0I1/ lace, and fu l-furnished corporation, may sit with aUimagmable statehness and decorum in the cente of hb
abn; in'^l'.iJr^^^

^^ ^ ^'^
^

^"^^^^^ wh^, lingaione in the middle, makes a cockney sh, undra.rsmanlikeappearance, exhibiting a proper model of caricature fo heprint shops. He should invariably be found on his own
ht'J fT"""'"'-^ '' ''"^"^S^J « a fancy man, leavil^

i!" '""f ""T' '" ""'«<=' 'he asking eyes of any pre,wpedestrian damsel, whom he may hap to find fatigueYu^i?the road. And with regard to the proper drivinr, paces it

i„Th"
""^

t'' 'f'' ' ^'"S'«' <"• P^i^ of hors?s,'^;a«^

be!;, onl? tS^,'"''
''"''

"r'''"'^ ^PP--n-. thftX
deed in. ? t '^ '"'^ ^°"' '" ''=""<»

'
^^i'h ^hicli, in-deed. It must be acknowledged, if they all galloD hand-
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dri^nr??
t", entering particularly into the practice ofdriving, 1 feel the necessity of some explanation. 1 haveno pretence whatever to eminence as a dra-sman. What!

T,:l7^ V"'"'
'["'^ •" "'"'=''' "f ""e subject, h;s arisenchiefly from long observation, and the sum total of my pre^tensions IS, that I might formerly have taken fourL2horses through their stage with safely, handling the r£bands in such a style as to escape rebuke or ridicule. Thh,being the case, I shall, for the instruction of the roadeihave recourse to higher practical authority than my own •

at the same time using that freedom to which I must yeihold myself mtitled, of making any objections that mayappear to mo rational and appropriate. The highest and
best existing authority then, according to mv estimation, isthe well known writer Nimrod, of the Spobti.no Maoa-HNE. As sufficient vouchers for his thorough practical
knowledge of the art of driving and management of the



WJf

[4

162 THE HORSE.

horsefly we need but appeal to his various and ample in-

structions, and to the fact that he was entrusted during a
considerable length of time, with the driving and care of a
public coach running the western road. I refer the rea-
der, in the first instance, to the Magazine itself, availing

myself subsequently, of the liberty to make selections suffi-

ciently extensive for my purpose.
Before me lies a number of the Sporting Magazine, for

July, 1827. The following preliminary observations and
instructions (p. 157) are strictly and practically useful, and
too important not to be given totidem verbis, ** Before a
coachman gets upon the box, he should walk round his

horses heads and see that his curb chains and coupling
reins are right, and, above all things, that the tongues of
his billet buckles are secure in their holes. Many bad ac-

cidents have arisen from the want of this precaution, and I

set down no man as a scientific, or even a safe coachman,
who does not see to these things.

" A graceful, at the same time a firm seat on his box, is

a great set ofl?*to a coachman. He should sit quite straight

towards his horses, wilh his legs well before him, and his

knees nearly straight, wilh the exception of a pliant motion
of his loins on any jolting of his coach ; his body should be
quite at rest, and particularly so when he hits a horse. In
handling the ribbands also, as little motion of the arms
should be observed as the nature of the act will admit ; the

reins should be shifted, when necessary, with almost as gen-
tle a motion as if he was sorting a hand of cards at whist,

and, apparently, with as little difliculty.

" There is an excellent way of handling reins not gene-
rally adopted ; this is, when you want to take a pull at

your horses, to open the fingers of the right hand and put
the reins into them ; then pass the left hand, with the fin-

gers open, in front of the right hand, and receive the reins

into it again ; then you get extra power over your team
without disturbing their mouths. Independently of ap-
pearances, a firm seat on a box is very necessary for safety

to a coachman and his passengers, or a little thing will dis-

place him. I was once by the side of a coachman on the

box of a mail when he was chucked off, merely by one of
his hind wheels striking lightly against the post of a gate-
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way.^a„d a bad accident was like to have been the conse-

hi;;^:k:atitsTMie'srdisrc! t"
""'^^"''''^

then, well, and theyTre ZtS'^^^'''^, """«?
coachhorsea as it is with mankind—.hT^ 1

^'"' ""••»

is in the governed, therefore wpm..rl ^^''^'""^ '"'«"gth

When stLnga coacTrn: p"
'a re^.tdTh '/f 1their mouths lightly, or thev mn v K<.,k .T "*^' ''"' 'eel

down, or break'thr'o'ugh heir har'ni
" uZ h'"'"^^'^'^the stage commences with a hill tn^A .

*', ^"T""'
«"''

their legs for two hunted y'dl flt'T.'
'"''''"'" '"^^^

their usual pace. When in t..r„ L .
"'7 "^ P"* «<>

that is, take^roper ground for them . ^''V'^^^'^
»vell.

and let your wheelerf follow them i , T*"! J''"''
"""'

always in a hurry to makeThP .,?' i^'
"'''^^^ '"'"«» ««»

cont/ary side jus[ as Tou hlvl
'"'^"'.^^oot them out to the

example', ifyoSun s o'he SfifoT
'''''^"

'
^""^

wheel rein and hit your off whlli I'
'''' ^P y"""" "«"

This will keep the head of vl^ V"V V^ "^ ««•'«•

have your eye uponf int U P°'* ^""^"^ ^ou should

wheelL wTfoS is they we" eTn
"'^"' ""'' y°"

road. This also secures S7^Z!^T"^ °l " ".''"'»'«

your coach of posts, gu.efs&fl''''"^'' ^^ *='*"'"»

neat turn with four horses unJeMh. J T "'"!. '""''^ *

the same time that he noin" LtS^ ^l
''^""'"" »'

loaded coach short, eve^ '^ sioj1 krT' *"™ "^

safe when there is not an „„„„ k •
^

'.

'""^ ^''^ " "ever

If turned shonat a auTokn? T" °" ^^' "•""«"" •>«*•

this reaso^ bythe law, ir?' '''^T'' ^° °'^'' ""<' «"
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makes in descending a hill will show whether the horses
are properly held together or not. We are perpetually
hearing of accidents from horses taking fright and bolting

across the road, but these only happen to clumsy fellows,

of which the list is considerable. Many coachmen, in fast

work, like to have their horses pull at them, considering it

safer, and therefore cheek their horses to enable them to

do so. I have seen Peer with all his horses to the cheek,
over what is considered his fastest stage, from Hounslow
to Egham, but it is a rare occurrence.

" Although there are rules for passing and meeting other
carriages on the road, yet there are times when they need
not be strictly adhered to, and a little mutual civility and
accommodation between coachmen is pleasing. Thus, if

I have the hill in my favour, that is to say, if I am going
down it, and a loaded coach is coming up it at the same
time, I ought, if I can do it with safety, to give the hard-
est side of the road to the other coach. Nothing can be
lost by a little civility when it costs nothing."
The following remarks are of considerable import. 1

have always imagined that a horse in harness cannot apply
so forcible a pressure, or carry up so much weight in the

canter as in the trot, from the curvetting and irregularity

of the former, and the steadiness of the latter pace : thence
the greater value of trotters in harness. I have mentioned
this, however, to two or three eminent dragsmen, who
made little account of it, observing, that when the traces

are even, each horse must take an equal weight, though
one may canter to his partner's trot. I am not convinced.

Nimrod says, " It is not every man who knows when a

coachhorsc is at work. He may keep a tight trace, and
yet be doing little. There is a certain increased tension of
the frame when a horse is taking weight with him, which
is the surest criterion to judge by, and which never es-

capes a quick and experienced eye. What are called lob-

bing goers, take a greater weight with them than horses

of finer action, that is, provided they are equally close

workers.

The powers of a horse in a fast coach can be measured
to a mile. He may be very good for eight or ten, but ve-

ry bad for twelve miles of ground ; with heavy loads the

priming \a soon taken out of most of them, and, therefore,
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they must be looked to. Wheel horses have the hardest

te ^'}^'^y^^'^ a^ vvork up hill and down
; nevertheless,

11 tdvour be shown, it must be to the leaders. You maydrag u t.red wheeler home ; but if a leader cuts it, you areplan ted. Always put your freest leader nearside, as you
will have hun better m imnd than if he were on the other
It a eader is weak and cannot take his bar, lie up thewheeler tliat fellows him, and he will place him by the sideof his partner. Leaders should be fast trotters, for fast
coaches. When they are galloping, the bars are never at

the; d3e!"^ ^
"'"''' "^'^' ^''"^^^'

'' ^''' "^ '^' ^"g^^»

SECTION XXXII.

^JT f ^f^'l''
^"°^^^»o« J^as proved such a hobbv horse tome, that I have transgressed considerably in Respect of

space, and must dismount and have recourse to abbrevia-
tion, with the endeavour to render it as intelligible and use-
ful as possible, by extracting and retaining the marrow, or
at least giving the heads and cardinal points of instruc-
lion.

All fast, go on !—Management of high blowers, or
broken winded horses, to enable them to keep their time :

If distressed, keep them off their collar, and let them only
carry their harness for a hundred yards or so, and they will
recover if their condition is good. They work best by
night, escaping the heat of the sun, and without the throat
lash

;
which indeed, should ever be omitted in very hot

weather with leaders, granting they can be driven without
It

;
and horses in general pull more freely and pleasantly

without It. A coachhorsc cannot carry his head too hicrh
provided he IS obedient to the hand ; a horse goin.T with his
head down has a mean appearance." I acknowledge, that
a coachhorse carrying his head high, has a finer and more
stately appearance than one carrying the head lower, and as
may be said, more naturally

; but, assuredly, appearance
and show have more to do in the case, as the artificial ele-
vation of the head reduces the power of traction in the
liorse, which seems proved by the level in which the slow



M

166 THE HORSE.
I;

draught horse holds his head when making his utmost
exertions. The use of the bearing rein is to enforce and
accustom the horse to this elevation of the head, and that
rem certamly gives the driver a greater command over
his horses.

"Temper in harness horses is much to be regarded (in-
deed in all others). Some coachman would have a horse
never to know his place, but to take all equally and indif-
ferently, whether wheeler or leader, or to work on either
side. A horsefancying his place, should have it, and will
pay well for it." Some horses have great affection for
their partners, and should not be parted.
"Very tender mouths.—Snaffles are unsafe, unless in

single harness. The usual coach plan is to cheek the ten-
der mouthed horse, by putting his coupling rein to the
check instead of the bottom of the bit ; this being too se-
vere, bringing his head too much towards his partner ; his
draught rein should be put down to the bit, he should have
liberty in his bearing rein, be very moderately curbed, and
be worked out of the throat lash. Expedient for very
HARD mouths. A bit with the double port—the Chifney
bit, putting the curb chain in the mouth, over the tongue
—letting out the head of the bridle in the middle of a stage
-—a check rein, in the middle of the curb chain—the bear-
ing rein put to the top of the bit, and the coupling rein to
the lowest loop in the bit, &c. I have copied these admi-
rable, and as 1 have long known, too common expedients,
chiefly for the purpose ofstating, that I have never observed
any good resulting from them ; It seems, in fact, as though
their proposed intent were to render the hard mouth of a
horse incurably so

; for the natural effect ofthese antiquated
devices is to induce a callus on whatever part they take
place

;
and you may as well pull against a stone wall, as

against the jaws and tongue of a horse whereon they have
been applied at all points. Ifnot such effect, a still worse
ensues, the horse's mouth continues raw and filled with
blood, taking off his appetite, cowing his spirit, gibbing him,
and reducing his powers. In a large concern, there are
horses of all qualifications, and hard-mouthed and suspici-
ous leaders should always be backed by steady, sound, and
powerful wheelers, a dispensation under which a real and
able performer on the box presupposed, no leaders, what-

THE HOUSE.
167

'ever their character, could possibly run awav with «coach to the length of five hundred yards
^ *

« A vvheel.horse, being a kickkr, should work on thenear side. A leader, being a kicker, shouirbe Zlel
ht ta'irTV cT"r

^7-^^'^'»- getting a refn u dern s tail. A wheeler fresh in condition and ticklish miJkick over his trace, especially in a short tu n when^bltraces are necessarily slack : This frequentirhappens tn

A li'^hrhi'^ f''''' ""[ ^^"^^" '^ ge'ntlemLSach^^^

^now coLdered 2^,^ "
rnt^vi^^^^^

the horses become acTuIL .^1C
anecdote of a mail coachman, .1 be^ng^Sagel^^^^^

unable o keep time, used the rare expedient ofKou^

Lie^^^^^^^^ J-^
before starting, and'

on bt onp n^^^^

five dozen, tastefully and effectively laid

mer ^ Thif1 TTf'^f '

""'''''' '" '^'^ '*"«' ^ ^'^ck drum-

We are no l' ''^ ^ 1"^^"'"' ^^^^^^^ *« ^'^^ "^wera.

sound " bu^i'T' '^ ^r' '^'' "^^ ^^» ^^^P themsound, but that we can broomstick them sound' Ac-cording to what I daily see, we are far moreTneed ofsrong and substantial reins and powerful arms" than
^^

either broomsticks or whips, with a sound team in eoodcondition. If the " certain coach proprietor" was n^
to this disgraceful fact, and grinned at it^ w^ih my hearj

irul^iir^^^
^'^"^' '^^^ ''' '"^ ^"- -'"K

nJl^'''''' r^u '

""^ ^'^^"'' ^'"'^^^ ^^' had his share as aaamateur, he observes, " K I were to go upon the road, Iwould be a night coachman through a well inhabited couo-

^.'u./?'
'"" '"''"^*'' ""^ ^^^ y^^'* 't « undoubtedly ih%

pieasanter service
; and I never found anv differeocd b^

JP 2
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tween taking my rest by day or by night. Fit, however,
only for a man in the prime of his days, as all his energies
are wanting. He ought tp know his line of road well, for
lamp-light is treacherous, not only in fogs, but the steam
from the horses bodies often obstructs the lamp-li^ht. Ac-
cidents often occur from coachmen neglecting to light their
lamps in going into a town, where obstructions may occur
from rubbish or stones left in the streets."

The following rules, as Nimrod warrants, are truly
worth observing, by a night coachman ; indeed, can never
be neglected with safety, or an honest sense of duty in the
man. " Take your rest regularly, or you will be sure to
become drowsy. Keep yourself sober. Keep a tight hand
on your horses, your eye well forward. Gel out of the way
of carls and wagons in lime. Keep the middle of the road.
Be sure to keep time. Chains and springs on the bars are
good things for night work, as they prevent the leaders
traces from coming off." Were these Nimrodian rules
framed and glazed, and hung up at our inns, they would
afford a good memento^ non mori, sed vivere.

At page 159, ii. s. there are a number of excellent and
truly practical observations on coachhorses and coach work,
which I regret the want of room to extract, but to which I

urgently recommend a reference. An account is given of
two horses that have stood the work of the Southampton
Telegraph more than ten years ; and of a grey gelding, the
property of my namesake of Shrewsbury, which has earned
£1,440 in the Holyhead mail: surely this horse deserved,
and I hope had, in the ultimate, his otium cvm dignitatCy

instead of the too usual reward ! A relative of mine, an
old breeder, sold a five years old blind mare, by Young
Traveller, to the old Colchester coach : 1 sat behind her as
a wheeler, when she had run twelve years in that situation,

and was then well upon her legs, and in remarkable good
case. It was in the day of Abram Stragler. I hail the
following remarks from Nimrod :

" I like to see flesh on a coachhorse, if it be good flesh.

It is quite a mistaken notion that fat horses cannot go fast

in harness
; they are more powerful in draught than thin

horses; and having nothing but themselves to carry, the
flesh does not injure their legs as in riding." To this I will

addy what I have long practically known, that good firm
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elastic muscular flesh rpmo;,.:..

sound constitu. on whi h h 3 "on."^h"
' .^'"'''"^''orse of

cise, a case of no unfrenuont „f '"''"S'!. '"P"'" «»«'-

them bo(h with regard to speed an,T,^ ,
'"""^ '"""""'"^

stead of injuring hisleas will h.l ^
conlmuance

;
and in-

Coachhorses, in the ro"ad
!' !"?„'".'" '".''<^^-P "P"" them,

and must be/ with dry and i' r ' '"'Tfl'
=" '^'^ "«'

nefitted by periodicalUd p^ll'""'
"""''' ""^ '''-^^''^ "-

fou^iy's'^^rou't rest'TsCta""' '°
T:"

•""-'"-
ground every day in he vear h, ^^ ''°''^' '"' ''"' '''> ^is

but <it is thjpacVL'tiir' c3:^:f"';rK'""^'''many ace dents—to one of a ^'""'P'"""'^^^^
are subject io

in thl act of trottlnVoten:.. ;tnd'"'rnd' t^J^",'^^"'m the feet from draught. ThevfrP^l 1' T '^^"^tures

grim and the lick " ^ '*° *"''J*'<=' '" ""e me-

were broken in .he^a^e^alreVto iri :".I,:'l1 'Tmurderous speed of our coacho, Jh it .T ..-^^'^^^^y

heard of; hut racehorses arrocca^ionil'r
''"''''^ ""^"

ture of the canon bone. U ^^^^l^^:^!:::::;^-
cess of exert on, afTcciina Imfh »».« i u

^^^^^y^^^^^^ ex-

of the foot. The „S, s we S u^s^d t' "l"
"""^^

"swooning in the collar.-'Vesuirs euferiLthe'
...g driven too long at a rate of speed, or of drarh. t'yond his powers. A too P'ofuse evnon;ii,. """i-"*'

^e-

ous fluid a.Hl consequent eKu LnIh^ '

"nd tit"r"drops. Of course, this must be a more f coUm orln
"^

m hot weather
;
indeed, incidentally u3 'birwZ!^the greatest precaution, as I have before cmarked.!there .s a great n.isfortune attached to the ",4 ii.^"'think too shghtly of it. On the occasion of a ho^,e jl?ping, the coachman has said to me, " O he i^ „ni r

?"

S.C
.

he'll come again •" and the list ^nJZ'o iZl ISthat came under my notice, we drove a leader tha^ hJfallen, half a stage over a dreadful hillv co! rv R ,f,«o man flatter himself that, after a co .u" has had titsseizure repeatedly, he will ever afierwar, ecover hb nriUne goodness The .,ck I have sometimesTen nTy'-tables formerly
J and one horse in particular, which w^
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subject to it, was also given to eat the dunjj of other horses.

I think Ninirod is correct in attributing this habit to crudi-

ties in the stomach (and whether or not I have ever tried

it I have forgotten), I should recommend salt, or salt and

sulpliur, equal parts, with the addition of cream of tartar,

should that seem to be indicated ; a table spoonful to be

given morning and night, in the feeds of corn, during a week

or two. The l>est and first hunter I ever rode, a grand-

daughter of Old Sampson, she fully mistress of seventeen

stone, and I a five stone jockey, would eat raw flesh, as

greedily as the finest corn. I have an anecdote to give of

her anon.

To return to Nimrod and his excellent correspondent,

Mr. Buxton, (page 162). Breaking horses to harness.

—

-** A young horse, the first time, should be put into the break

with only one other, and that one steady, good-collared,

and quick. The young one should have plenty of room

given him in his liead, and be driven at the cheek of an

easy bit, with his pole-piece rather slack. Start him quiet-

ly the first time on a wide space of ground, any way he

pleases, without checking him ; the old horse being made

to take collar first. The new horse being alarmed, and in-

clined to bounce, should yet not be held hard, far less be

stopped, as there may be a difficulty in getting him to start

again, which is the chief object ; and if inclined to run, his

partner will be able to stop him. A young horse, shy of

his collar, should not be pressed to it at first, as a lasting

dislike may ensue, with the vice of gibbing. Young ones

going several times without touching collar, should be pa-

tiently borne with, and such temperance will be rewarded

by their gradually taking to it of their own accord. All

young coachhorses should be stopped very gradually, al-

lowing them at least ten yards to do it in ; if stopped short,

they will resist, and are then drawing by the head. In go-

ing down hill, the horses should not be held hard, as is too

common ; the great weight thrown upon them should be

recollected, as they are then drawing by their heads.

** A young horse having been driven long enough to make

him steady, he should be taken up in his bearing rein, put

down lower on his bit, and driven in a wide circle, or figure

of eight, keeping the inner horse well up to his collar and

iit He should be frequently stopped in bis exercisei but
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sides CentJ^Cget- '^ ^°""^ ''"^^' '''^'' ''-- ^^-

SECTION XXXIII.

As I have before obscrvcf? n„r »«,-.!, •

" je-whoo" it, as in the oMen timp,
*'°''^!""^" "° '""^er

the constant use of the whin unZh ".f
,""."" """^ '"

teams. Even the " Ya u '^. Tfi„. "T l^^'^"^'
'"'^i'^'^

when coachmen met, has been Ion. "J"^
""'*^ ^""^ "S"'

gentlemen of the ro;d no^ LllLor'.r""':' 7'' °"
the hand .- but our oracle Vi„.!..

"""^ P°'"«'y '»'"•

«l3, and I think iustr^ht;
Nimrod's correspondent, coun-

hone., ire. K,m vie. „ .k , 7" °/.'" """f "•«'

.ork the ^:!::s:::irs^ n-nruirs
as coaras1he\e""''''r

^''°"''' ""' ''^ '•-^^ "-
work Tt\ hlu^ r ""'' ^^ ^^'"S put at first in loo quick

afterwards '-J ?"'r.'"^'
"""^ "«ver settle to trot wellauerwards. Again (p. 163), « Coach proprietors, at least

/
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all those who do business on a large scale, should be in pos-

session of a break, into which they should put their young
horses previous to their going into regular work. The
practice of putting a young horse, never accustomed to

harness, into a coach laden with passengers, the lives of

whom, putting their individual selves out of the question,

may be most valuable to their families and their country, is

most reprehensible ; and one, that when injury is sustained

by it, should be visited by the severest penalty the law can

inflict.
»'

The last three or four pages of Nimrod's letter are par-

ticularly amusing, and full of good practical stuff. They
relate to the wages, perquisites, and profits of coachmen,
to travelling dress, and to the metaphorical slang or lingo of

the road, of which he gives a vocabulary. His imposing

the denomination of proper humbug on a certain subject

will be adverted to in its proper place, when that subject

shall come under particular consideration. The wages, it

seems, of coachmen of the highest attainments, do not

amount to more than eighteen shillings or a pound per

week, yet some of them make from two to four hundred

pounds a year and upwards. Indeed I have known some
few retire from the road with a handsome independence for

the remainder of their lives. One of these, Mr. Mason, the

successor of Abram Stragler, who drove the Colchester fast

coach, during perhaps nearly thirty years ; and a steadier

or more respectable man never sat upon a coachbox. The
coachman's fee, and I think, under all circumstances, no

liberal man can travel comfortably without giving it, ought,

according to Nimrod, to be one shilling under, and two shil-

lings for any distance above thirty miles. This is the com-

mon rate, and surely not overdoing the thing, whether in

reference to inside or outside passengers ; it is so much the

custom for persons of property to take the outside by

choice, particularly the box. Nimrod observes very justly,

that a coachman cannot drive more than seventy miles a

day with safety to his constitution ; and that, to be safe,

should be done at two starts. Some few, indeed, and with

apparent impunity, have greatly exceeded such daily per-

formance ; and there is now living in Whitechapel, an old

Norwich coachman, keeping a public house, who is sup-

posed to have done more road work, and to have continued

it longer than any other man. In the old timp ih.,
'

.

in a few days. It was sai.i Hp I?,T . , u
«=""»'"nptive

and down dLly.dlr^gtw'VeLt ''°'"' "'''' '""'"''' "P

ry a^eZtt^r~7^'
'"""""'"^ '^™« fr""' 'he vocabula-ry are selected as having somell.inff of noveltv aT

»lZT nrn I I
'""ne-nonally had their pecuhar terms,

sj.actors-,he,ipsys-the iXsTfl^lfett otM:^e7ut
ttrrh^ ""*'r""

'""''-"'« ««''' «"'' 'he turf N^w Tf

LI if [
"* tongues," how has it happened thatthey have ever been so attractive? and thauhere have

theirZ27 T°r r"'"^"^''
'" --'" an.l xX

h,. f . . ,

^" ""^ ''^•^"^"n of 'f'e present day, whichhas fortunately put down profane sweariL. and would notendure the republication of such books as Captain Alexa„

£t, r ' ^^"'' "' "•« "'?''way,„en, or^oe mSsJests, formerly m every-body's hands, has not influence,power sufficent to put down slang. For much of the

rknowTedJ;;."' 't "''"'• ""^'^"'^ --' "-'-hA
socierihfh h"' "cl'^'T '° ""' indispensable class in

tann^r "' °^ '"'^ ''"•=""=« "'« "hject of metropoli-

ho,S nf
°
ff^f^""''"-

'»'« "fford an example or iwo,though of an old date, one of this class, so seldom apt togive birth, yet .8 sa.d really to have given birth to the then
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well known witticism, " had my aunt been properly quali-

fied, she might have been my uncle." And in describing

ajlat, or spooney, the phrase was, " he does not know
common sense from dog fighting." They also, it is proba-

ble, discovered the propriety of " taking a stray barber to

the green yard." Not to neglect " sea wit," in this bead-

roll, sailing being one of my earliest hobby horses ; the fol-

lowing specimens, among a great number, I caught in the

year of redemption, 1766, whilst crossing the sea to Hol-

land, and they have remained warm in my too generally no

V memory, to the present moment. A custom house cutter

hails a market boat—" Whence came you, hoy ?" " From
Cork." Where are you bound ?" " To Liverpool."

" What's your lading ?" " Fruit and timber ;" anglice,

birchen brooms and potatoes. Our cook, now and then,

to my infinite satisfaction, would aid the dinner with his

favourite dish, a suit of broad cloth, coat, waistcoat, and

breeches ; that is to say pancakes, the whole widlh of the

pan ; whilst in the forecastle, they had bum-sturgeon,

which is a minister's muns (bullock's head) made into soup.

SECTION XXXIV.—The Field.

The FOX, uare, and deer, are the chief beasts ofeeiM-

ry, or chase, in this country. In a moral view, nothing

can be fairly alleged against the use of this sport, however

much may be advanced against its abuse : since from na-

ture and necessity, men were originally impelled to the

chase of wild animals for their subsistence ; nature also

having endowed one class of animals, that of the hound es-

pecially, with the necessary qualifications of scent, speed,

and power of continuance, together with a peculiar and ar-

dent desire for the pursuit. The chase, however, it must

be acknowledged, is the more appropriate sport of waste

and uncultivated, than of countries having a dense popula-

tion, and thence requiring the far greater part of the soil

for the culture of the first necessaries of subsistence ;
but

in a rich and luxurious country, like ours, where in conse-

quence, diversion and dissipation become necessaries of

life, the national waste and damage from hunting is ovei-
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looked and tolerated, on the eroand of th» „..- "
r t-..

to sustain the expense. Nevmheless in th«
""' "^'^^

law, according to' the exposition oMhelaeUrP^ ^

?a:e^t?cL^trmT.7dr:r thii
'"^

"^r^' "• '^
indeed such is the onTyindtZhy !hT.T^"> '"'"""8

'

since however the law may TDoeartVl I "'." '*P^*=*'

mode of relief to whkh for the 1,» k""
""^ '"'"' " '" *

must be little indinedt telZV'''''' ^"°"'' "«

to X"oSrmL?y\rs;orar^ ^'-ted
tematic Jrincip^Ts ourX^e' UniKf7 "^'^'^"^-

.11 our sports, hunting, esplS ly^S,^^ "^'^^^^^^^
«>fpopular. The rage for hunting someaS o/ oth!

^^
mstmct in the breasts of ouf chTdren and m

'

'''^•T
their growth, whence it happens bar'inot.^""'

""^
this hunting mania prev.nsZZe'VecZn7!!n "''",*

every unfortunate animal that maf present fj7 T^source may be traced the abo ninabV ,nTi

'

I'"'?
lock hunting in the streets Sthe ™e 'opolt tZ,"""

''"'

..ce unobjectionable, and even n™eX 'n iuelf 'an'dT^'^g.tun,ae exercise. m,y be liable to verTgroL abLL dfraaudrng the pointing out and reprobation omeSii"and the earnest solicitude of those parenu and inTucto™

Though, according to the opinions and exMctaifon, «/philosophic or polite author, field sports ou^hf .„ H^^fm proportion to the advance of iolellectuanin
^''•''

a country, their vaticination Lat o "te dTovpT'""''-
'"

with respect ,o Britain. Instead o a decline olr^T
e'^'nli'c^eS'rre'a;"'''

'"' ^'^'^ ^int'ha:;:,;:^-

provement, by being refiUd in a c^n de ablXree frl'the grossness and hor«,rs of ancient barbarism f'^d'cS

I
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SECTION XXXIV.—The Field.

The FOX, hare, and deer, are the chief beasts ofccne-

ry, or chase, in this country. In a moral view, nothing

can be fairly alleged against the use of this sport, however

much may be advanced against its abuse : since from na-

ture and necessity, men were originally impelled to the

chase of wild animals for their subsistence ; nature also

having endowed one class of animals, that of the hound es-

pecially, with the necessary qualifications of scent, speed,

and power of continuance, together with a peculiar and ar-

dent desire for the pursuit. The chase, however, it must

be acknowledged, is the more appropriate sport of waste

and uncultivated, than of countries having a dense popula-

tion, and thence requiring the far greater part of the soil

for the culture of the first necessaries of subsistence ;
but

in a rich and luxurious country, like ours, where in conse-

quence, diversion and dissipation become necessaries of

life, the national waste and damage from hunting is over-

la^. according to' the exposition oThV "a eLo^'pir'^^rough, no man has a right to hunt unonthp Ua r
""^

ther, without permission. ThU mTt^eV L ' °^-T
concerning landlord and tenin and th^.nf '' "''"''y

«1 being equally attached to the sJortJuh'Th'"^ >" T%
the habit of -tnir ;nsSoTtlV:e"„t„tr:rti"case of excessivp rlamarro J ^ '. "'^ tenantry, m the

indeed such irthe oar/fn'dit ^S^tT> ''""""«
'

since however the law may™rt K T """," ^^P^'^''

mode of relief to wh^h forX 11. k°"
*"" '"'*'• '' '« *

must bo little inclinedl; wtcrrL°'"°" ""°"'' "^

to SdroSli" T ^"'''' "'^ ^" enthusiastically devoted

all our sports, h'unt'ing, esp c'aMy p"
^I'i "^^^^^^^^

''"''

°fpopular. The rage for A«„<W some animi or' o^h
'"°''

mstmct in the breasts of oul- chTdren andL' '"^T
their growth, whence it happens hr'inoit^'' ''""*

th.3 hunting mania prevails rihepe^ecutiono^fTn
''"".'

every unfortunate a'nimal that may preset and ?« ifsource may be traced the abominable'^and JanSousSock huntm? m the streets of the metropolt Thus
"
or-.ce unobjecfonable, and even necessary inS \Zt^?.t.m:ae exercise, may be liable to very gro s aLL dfmandmg the pointing out and reprobation ^of he m^^i;,,;and he earnest solicitude of those parent and inTrul o^m whose provnce U lies to form an5 regulate thrSdlTf

Though, according to the opinions and exnecfation. «fphilosophic or polite authors, field sports ou^Kii- ^

.n prop„rtion to the advance of in.ellectTaS ovem-
'"'

a country, their vaticination has at no ate DTovedlT
'"

With respect to Britain Instead of «
';';<' pfo'^ed genuine

both of , lie field and urf, nd everv kind h"''
°"' ''•°^'*'

ed an increase, greater even n /roion'Th^n'tr"'-crease of population, experiencin/alsX be„J/5, .r
'"

provemen,. by being refined in a c^n derable detee^ fr^^^^the grossness and horrors of ancient barbarism^a„d could
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we, in addition to the late act, so justly, wisely, and hu-

manely passed by the legislature, for the protection ofbrute

animals, obtain its needful counterpart for the interdiction

of that unnatural and disgraceful indulgence of the vilest

passion, that iniquity established by law, baiting of ani-

mals, whether bulls, bears, badgers, monkeys, asses (lor in

my youth I have seen a poor jackass put up to be baited),

or any other animal possessed of life and feeling, we might

well rest satisfied with our existing legal aids to a just and

good end, and safely confide whatever might remain to the

gradual and benign effects of moral improvement.

Foxhunting, harehunting, coursing, and ueerhunt-

ING, are universally known as our chief field sports
;
and

of which, foxhunting is equally well known to be the

reigning favourite, even somewhat to the disparagement of

hunting the deer, long since contemptuously styled " calf

hunting,'' by our cradk foxhunters. A true Nimrod of

the old English school, said at one of his jovial dinners,

<• I must hunt, but let it be the fox : calf hunting be d—d
!"

This opinion gibes very well with my own. In hunting

the fox, we pursue a noxious vermin ;. a beast of prey and

blood, himself a hunter. In hunting the park or domesti-

cated deer, we pursue and harass a large domesticated

animal of a totally different nature to the fox ;
and in good

moral truth and fact, rather deserving of our protection than

persecution. I have noted the largeness of the deer, and

I must own, that the tearing down of the deer by a pack

of hungry and ravenous hounds, has ever imparted to my

mind sensations, the very antipodes to those of exhilaration

and delight ; exclusive of the horrible acts of cruelty which

I have known to be perpetrated at a certain hunt, by men

more savage, barbarous, and stolid than the hounds under

their direction. In former days, when an income would go

so much farther in procuring the necessaries and luxuries

of life than at present, (would such an advantage return

with our present population, were the national debt reduc*

ed to the standard of those times ?) the inferior aristocra-

cy, or upper yeomanry of the country, possessed of a land-

ed estate of a few hundred pounds a year, were able to

keep packs often or twelve couples of hounds, and a stable

of hunters, entertaining their sporting friends, and being

entertained interchangeably, with good solid dinners, wash-

ed down with oceans of genuine old port. Dunch anH
powerful well brewed ale. Ve now live in^s when thesign of the case IS altered

! To keep hounds^t present!and to answer all the concomitant expenses of horses, ser-
vants, and company, even granting a system of economy
practicable, must put m requisition a rental of considerable
weight, wnence every young man succeeding to his estateought to look well before him, previously 'to taking thlljump This gives occasion to subscription hunts, in partsof the country where are no private packs. There havebeen immemorially packs offoxhounds kept within a shortd stance httle more than a convenient ride of the metropo
IS, of which the sportsmen of London have ever availedthemselves Of these packs, the Surrey and Kent havebeen most distinguished

j and the training stables for themare a Barrows Hedges, Smitham Bottom, and CroydonBut Leicestershire has long been the national head-quarters of the foxhunt. It is said, that during the lastseason, upwards of six hundred hunters were kept at thedifferent establishments in that county
; and estimating the

WOl. IS, through this mean, expended in the countvindependent of the additional sums Lich must necessarfbe expended by the proprietors.
^

u}I!L^'^^^
^^" '' continually flitting off the scene, givingplace to his successors

; and nothing can be a fairedsequence than, as men change, as all things chan'Z
opinions, niodes, customs, must of necessity chancre like-wise, and that with improvement, if there be any vir'ue in

essentially, have been at no rate behind other national
affairs We have discarded the heavy, cumbrous. Mowin all things appertaining to the hunt ; whether as to ?««:

field, adopting every measure in almost an opposite extremeThe morning hour for reaching the covert is now ten or*perhaps eleven o'clock
; and as we have ceased to be early

risers, a good speedy covert hack is an acquisition of some
consequence Indeed I never could enter into that spirit
of hardihood in our forefathers, which seems to have ex-
perienced such supreme delight in being roused from their
lyarm beds, and from their CUora^* sides, at four or five
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o'clock in a winter's morning, to a breakfast by candle-

light, in order to a party of pleasure in the dark fog and
mist, over wet and poachy lands, amidst all the horrors

and chills of a late autumnal or winters morning. Me-
thinks, I have before my eyes the vision of a field of these

mighty hunters ! sitting upon their horses, awaiting the

huntsman's '* halloo'." or at a check, blowing their glove

fingers, striking their hands against their sides, and on the

whole, looking wondrous wise. These things certainly go
off belter by a good light, in itself of no slight consequence

to the sport and to safety ; the later morning giving a better

chance for the clearing off the fogs, and the improvement
of the weather.

The old English hunter, according to concurring tra-

dition, was a strong half bred horse, many of these belong-

ing to the yeomanry, being bred between the racer and

the lighter kind of cart mare. The hounds being heavy

eared and slow, in course, speed was not the prime qualifi-

cation required in the horse. It must have been upwards

of seventy or eighty years since this slow system of hunt-

ing was universal in England ; subsequently to which, it

began gradually and partially to give way, actual improve-

ment, even to the top standard of the present day, having

taken place, though to a limited extent, more than half a

century past. At that period, the genuine old English

hunter, a breed destined in a few years to become extinct,

was seldom seen but in those obscure parts of the country,

which fashion had not thitherto pervaded ; not but that in

the comparative few great breeding studs of ancient times,

when they had their bell courses and hunting matches, fo-

reign, English well bred, and thorough bred horses had

been ridden in the field, as we learn from the old writers.

To recur fifty or sixty years back, no eminent hunt was at

that period without its share of thorough bred, seven eights

and three part bred horses, much indeed, as we find them
at present, excepting that they were not equally numerous.

About that time also commenced the definitive change in

the breed of foxhounds, then generally the southern heavy

eared, loud tongued, bony, slow hound. The ear of these

was reduced, the bone and bulk lightened, the waist in-

creased in length, and some addition made to the stature ;

in fine, an intire new foxhound was raised through the me*
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*rno dn.2 T'"''*-'^. i '^' ^'''^'''' «»d improver's

Tment it "' ^"/n^efatigable peraeverance in expe-

fime ' ThLTh
'"" - '^'

fr?''^ P^^^^ «^ *he present

thofi
,/^"«^^^'ncipient fashionable mania for speed in

iroved Lr?M"rtV^ ^?'''y ^^^^^^' -^ ^^e new ind im-

wTre also iri
^^,^^^""^«; f^rough which the harriers

score o twn n^''^' T''^ /^'^^^ ^y ^'^'^''^ ""til in a

C • . ^ ^^''P'^^^ P^^^"' ^"^ «^ late years, that

Some n.^t' r^"''^'
^''^'^' y'' i" S"^^^'^ i^ ^ny where

bevTn.rth^''
i^owever are at present seen with eaVs heavybeyond the usual standard, which may have happened froma recross with the old hound.

"appenea irom

It was not possible, in the nature of things, or rather ofmen that a canine revolution like this could passS.e-
for the old leaven, with which themselves, their sires and|randsires, had leavened their daily bread of lun ing

; Tnlisting, that the acquisition of more speed was lifera^?,

Lf\l"at fh?"°%'
loss-that hunting ou'ght not to be rac^mg-.that the confusion and hurry of spirits, or temporarymadness, induced by flying, instead of fairly galloping overthe country, entirely neutralized all the legitimate plea-sures of the chase-that the melodious and ^ep toned or

nJr'"r^^ kT"^ f '^^ ^^^ ^""t was lost, in iiding to apack of dumb hounds, which, even did they possess tongue,rom their excessive speed, would have no time to use it

'

astly It was the opinion of these dissentients, that one ofthe chief qualifications of this new and speedy breed of

tTfield"^^' ''
'"^^''''' ""^'^'^^ ^° ^"" ^""''^^ ^^ ^^^th in

VVhilst writing a book, some few years since, intitled the
"Sportsman's Repository," in which there are excelleni
engravings by the late Scott, I endeavoured to trace the
origin and breed of most of our sporting dogs, and should
have been extremely glad to have obtained information as
to the precise date of the improvement of the hound to
which I have just adverted, and also of the names of the
fiportsmen who worked the improvement ; but I could ob-
tain nothing definite or satisfactory, even from Colonel

a 2



.. . .v^rtrw-
?;5fWv

'»»

}

H'

"l

I)

I'

180 THE H0II8K.

Thornton, which leads me to conjecture that it may have
occurred earlier than I have staled. It, however, most
probably originated in the sporting days of that prince,
among British Nimrods, Hugo Meykell, with equal pro-
bability under his direction ; since the improved hounds
tried at Newmarket, the first trial of the new breed, I take
it for granted, which had taken place,* were the property of
him and Mr. Barry. This trial of their speed resulted from
the following match between those two gentlemen, the par-

ticulars of which I extract from my " British Field Sports,'*

where I omitted, however, to give the date, not finding it

in my countryman, Mr, Daniel's '* Rural Sports."

Mr. Meynell matched two foxhounds, Richmond and a
bitch, against Mr. Barry's Bluecap and Wanton, to run
over the Beacon Course at Newmarket, for five hundred
guineas. Mr. Barry's hounds were trained on Tiptree
Heath, Essex, by the well known Will Crane the huntsman,
of Rivenhall Inn in that neighbourhood. Their mode of
training, was to run a fox drag three times a week upon
turf, length of the drag from eight to ten miles. They
were kept to their exercise from August 1st to September
28th, and fed upon oatmeal and milk, and sheeps' trotters.

Mr. Meynell's hounds during their exercise were fed en-
tirely upon legs of mutton. On September the 30th the

match was run by making the accustomed drag from the

rubbing house at Newmarket town end, to the rubbing
house at the starling post of the Beacon Course ; the four

hounds being immediately laid on the scent. Mr. Barry's
Bluecap came in first, and Wanton, very close to him, se-

cond ; the Beacon Course, upwards of four miles, being
run over by these hounds, in a few seconds above eight

minutes ; the same time which an ordinary plate horse
will take to perform it in, with eight stone, or eight stone
seven pounds on his back ; and within which time. Eclipse
was said to have performed four miles at York, carrying
twelve stone, which he probably might do, although it re-

ally was not ascertained. Mr. Meynell's Richmond was
beaten by upwards ofone hundred yards, and the bitch did

not run her course through. Three score horsemen start-

ed with the hounds, of whom. Cooper, Mr. Barry's hunts-

man, was first at the ending post, having rode the mare

that carried him quite bhnd !*-*a stupid piece of cruelty, in
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all probability arising from the weight the mnrp . • ^joined perhaps to want of blood in hpr ! i S'"'^^'
rate of thirty miles per hour com nued for

?' '•^'' '^'

pertaining only to racers a^d r" r^^J^^^^^ ""^f^^ «P:
which sportsmen ought to have been a^rre" 'Wl k

^^
ses only, out of the sixty, were .ll T.

!' ''^ ^^'•-

hounds, and indeed it \^ ZJ r f"" '" '^'^^ ^^e

found able soTo Jo '\v:,"-;^'^'^"^^'"«^y
^^at twelve were

Plate horse,:d,ed Rib,'I f;r Zm' Th"
'
f^r^fore starting, were seven to fou in fJvo r of Mr' M '

"Trhe subsequent performance of MerkTn a Li- \l I'
bred by Colonel Thornton w.. f r? '^'^'^ound bitch,

the /rack hu„t«. td'oT h'; LtJZufr ZlcT^'''"'"
°^

stakes of .he elUe of their fo^lmSr o er .trT'^P"
Course, would not at this time, be productive of InTsportinsr interest.

prouuctive oj much
The chief instrument made use of to li.rl,»p„ ,i.„ ,

.

southern hound was always .mder<=to«, .^ h .
"''*

stallion greyhound, with Sl^ira fur,
'

1
'''"" "'*'

the pointerf Certainly. tl^ln.JL^ve "^^rarcr!under my early notice, seemed plainly to indicate »hound cross. It ought to have been slate, above J,,''earher and partial improvement had t1 ken 1^; '
'^* 2"

hound, whence arose the old distinction of the south!and the northern hound Thp nnlnt^.- ..; i

*°"t"wn

bony, and ill formed a.limanXo' drm'sj: f Lrr^'also gradually improved to that ligh.nei lifvi v -.n
""

metry, which we now witness in^the br^ed
^"""^ '^'"•

.3 witi;;h'el.r.r;::^^x:w"iu:r;:'r;
'-i^

'"•--
fically. The hunter then. foMirlS idd'i

'"a^r t'of th,s country, ought to beat least, three pan bred" 'andfor whatever pack, even that of Melton Mo v^,„ v
' "^

man full blood. The former can race as has been suffici-
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enlly often, and signally proved, should a fair field for rac-

ing occur. He is not usually so high upon the leg as the

full bred horse, nor so great and inconvenient a strider,

and is easier to be found of a true hunting form ;
he should

be of a size and height adequate to a sufficient command

and cover in his fencing, with ample substance in his shoul-

ders, loins, and fillets, to endure without flinching, the strain

and jar of that weight which they must necessarily sustain

in landing on the other side the fence. Tough and strong

feet are obviously necessary for flinty and hilly countries,

and it is equally obvious, that long pasterned horses are not

the best adapted to the chase in any country. It may be

pronounced a sine qua non that a hunter should go clear of

all his legs, and not brush a hair. A good feeder with a

firm constitution is the horse, his exertions being beyond

all others exhausting ; his height not under fifteen hj^pds

one inch, nor possibly above fifteen three, that the necessi-

ty of a pocket ladder may be eschewed. A high forehead

is both useful and showy in the field, into which no unfortu-

nate nag in need of a crupper should ever enter. The

hunter should have a natural instinctive desire to withhold

himself from the embraces of his mother earth, which too

many of the species are so eager to court. He must have

an innate skill in picking his way over rough and broken,

or poachy grounds, and a facility to acquire the necessary

qualification of galloping adroitly, smoothly, and safely

over ridge and furrow ; he must be temperate, void of pas-

fiion, or the penchant for breaking his own or his rider's

neck ;
pleasant action in the long gallop, that does not in-

ordinately fatigue, and a good mouth, are indispensable to

the complete ^English hunter. With respect to the last

item, the true " snaffle-bridle horse'' is plainly indicated.

Supposing that an uninitiated reader should say to me—
** But where am I to find such a horse ?" the best reply I

can make, is to refer him to Messrs. Tattersall, whose skill

and practice in the field go hand in hand with their pro-

vince of providing the public with horses calculated to ex-

cel in that service.

To be carried pleasantly in the field, especially so m a

lopg day, is an object of no slight consequence, I once had

a hunter of rare qualifications, enthusiastically attached to

the sport, safe, knowing at all points of the business, a rare
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hounds
;

,„ a moment she pricked up her ears Lord,!

ng on ?hf^hl! ::"'' ^«T'."'r
being a well with rail-

i^en knowing .t '

'"'' J°'""'' *''•' ••""'• The gentle-men knowing the mare, were so pleased and gratified with

mi es mZt lu 7" '"!'' •'"" » '^"n^i'lerable number of

ajpeared in ,t ^ '"" ""7^ extraordinary accountappeared m the newspapers a few months since. Three

ed thei T' "^""l
^"g'"°" '="=«=•' <='>anced to have finish!

'he .ns ant r„' f n '? "l"'"
^'" ^'""'""S "nharnessed atine nstant Lord Derby's stag-hounds passed in full cry •

Tad thnra,"fi'''°"' 'f J"'"^^ "•« h'unt con amJ
, a^dnad the gratification of a run of some length until the

tne s ag tdl they got up to his haunches, and then chased

h ^h tZ' '?''r u"
'^' '''eh r""". «hen the stag taking J

cured by those m quest of them.

SECTION XXXV.

tinJ-^Th"
'" "'^ ''^'''' '''''"''"' '''y '^"^ peculiar instruc-Uons

: the most essential that I have to give after a tyro

htiirT "ITi " ^r*?
''^' °" horseback, and enabLd

himself to s.t firmly and with presence of mind and circum-
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spection upon his horse in a jump, and without shutting his

eyes in passing a fence, to which habit an old friend of

mine was accustomed, is to select the steadiest and best

reputed rider in the field, and to follow his course in all

respects, as nearly as a fresh man shall be able so to do.

The hunting seat on horseback partakes of both those of

the road and the turf, having little or nothing peculiar, a

long gallop or a canter in the field, requiring the same form

as on the road
;
perhaps the late Sam Chifney's seat, who

rested more on his haunches, than was the general custom

with jockeys, may be the most easy and convenient for the

field. Some sportsmen ride a hole longer in the field than

on the road ; others ride with their feet as if slippmg

through the stir»ups, their toes thrust point blank towards

the earth, and to enhance the joke, choose to heportraited

in such style. As to jumping, initiatory practice may be

had at the bar, at school, or at any fences which may pre-

sent. The rules for silting a horse in his jump, are pre-

cisely the same as those which refer to him when unquiet

and he alternately rears and kicks : if flying, sit fast, give

your nag his head, and have your wits about you. It may

be often necessary to touch your horse with the spur or

whip towards the finish of his leap, in order to make him

clear his hinder legs ; to the horse much ought, indeed

must be confided in this affair. If seasoned, and a staunch

fencer, it is a perilous thinjr to drive him at a jump that he,

most assuredly the best and safest judge, has refused ;
and

I recollect several fatal accidents from that vainglorious,

but jay pated practice. Nor is it always successful to drive

a raw horse, by the force of whip and spur, at a fence that

has alarmed him, it may render him habitually desperate

and careless. The way to make a horse a steady, prompt,

and safe fencer, is to suffer him to take to it by degrees and

spontaneously ; some very excellent hedge fencers are na-

turally shy of timber, in particular palings, and hurdles

;

such horsfs cannot be safely put to those of any considera-

ble height. Hunting being the most delightful and favour-

ed of all sports, surely our enthusiasts might say to them'

selves before taking a desperate or dangerous step-j-hold

hard ! I should like to enjoy another day's hunt, and there

may be no hunting in the other world.

The old WILD goose chase, or modern steeple hunt,

185

aijQ naturally enough consecutive on the above remarks

oust^ Th''''' '''"f'T
-ffi-^nt'y oppressive and^ous to the horse, is a tender mercy compared with the for-mer, ,n wb.ch the beaten horse was flogged home by Thewhole company of barbaric maniacs I I have b^foi^^sSdmy say, on this precious topic, in " British Field Sports »'

and elsewhere, una vailably I too well know, but to myselfin discharge of my conscience and my duty. Thu hav!ing nothing novel to adduce, and no hope,^ a bare notfce

cTa^'ct?"- '" "f ^'^'f'
'^^^' "^ --^ accustom:d tocharacterise a certain class of men, as havincr more of«)methmg else than of brains

; suppose then, in c^onformitywe describe these modern wild goose steeple Jiunters, asbe ng endowed with more mettle than wit, prob, est, I shallcast no blame in a public view, on heroes, so prodigal of

iS/h r ir^'
on their own proper account, since whatevermay befall, such a miss must be trjfling indeed from oup

multitudinous population
; but I do regret the cruelty ofdriving brave, and generous, and useful animals into use-

ess and unprofitable dangers and hardships, from whichthey can scarcely escape with impunity and soundness, andthrough which, so many have been rendered miserable crip-
pies ever after, to be consigned to the tender mercies of the
road, there to be whipped sound. Whilst writintr, I heardpfa poor unfortunate animal having several horrible fallsm a steeple chase, from the effects of which, apparent or
atent, it is scarcely possible he can ever recover ; sure-
ly their legitimate and indispensable services are sufficient-
iy oppressive.

.
I have not heard that our famous Nimrod

ever rode to a steeple, and I confidently opine that he never
will. If he ever has done the trick, as Lord Chesterfield
said on another occasion, I crave his pardon. There is
another practice not very reconcilable with fellow feelinj?
in the notable practitioners, which I apprehend may be of
novel date, since in my day, I never heard of such a tour •

1 allude to creeping, which being interpreted from the
Welsh, signifies driving a horse a considerable length
through brakes, thorns, and briars ; the impression of these
upon the horse's skin and flesh, aided by that of the spurs,
no doubt vigorously given, must leave the animal in a most
comfortable plight, and bis skin in a rare state for the sub-
sequent application of the currycomb and brush, more es-
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pecially should he be high bred, and thin skinned. These
gentlemen creepers should ride the old English thick hided

hunter, of that party who never stabled or dressed him, by
such means furnishing him with a coat impenetrable to wet

and cold in the field. .
* -- >» „a vV-^-'

*

O

t 'k.
SECTION XXXVI.

The slanu of the fielu has, in course, and conformity,

undergone its revolution. In former days we rode after

hounds, now we ride to them—we then leaped, now we
jump. We formerly leaped hedge, ditch, and gate, now we
jump fence and timber. We were proud of a good stand-

ing leaper, such a qualification is now scarcely heard of, a

f.ying jumper is the mjirk, a good fencer, high and wide,

and so forth. With these various and peculiar slangs, I

have already declared myself well satisfied ; not so with

certain late fastidious and delicate, or cockney introduc-

tions, e. g. the tautology, entire horse (from the French,

cheval entier)—a huntress—a female poney, and so on.

These savour loo strongly of Cheapside, nor is it probable

we shall ever find preferable substitutes for the old terms,

' a hunting mare, and a mare poney.' But an overstrained

and spurious delicacy and refinement of language has long

been creeping in upon us. I remember, many years since,

a strong push was made by Col. , the first macaroni

(dandy) of the day, to sport for general use, waitcher, in-

stead of the stale pronunciation, waiter. In Mr. Pitt's days,

in the House of Commons, when I took great delight in

attending the gallery (as previously, in the days of his fa-

ther and of Lord North), it was attempted to render the not

then very long adopted word, police, more liquid, by pro-

nouncing it poli/eece. It was then also said, that a certain

member of the Hackney College had decided on the pro-

priety of pronouncing the word co/A-e-dral, instead of ca-

the-dral, according to the established custom, out of due

complaisance to the Greek, from which it is a derivative.

A universal rule of this kind would induce a real Babylon-

ish confusion of tongues among us. Then again we must

reject, as vulgar and illiterate, the old abbreviations, and
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wS'occuTJ',? ''r '^I'"'''"'
^ P'«»«'"t instance of

Poms at W ,h '*'.'"t.'^"""'y-. ^ '""«'' »' the Old Bluei-osts, at Witham, in Essex, and chancing to introduce the

Bo^c^d \r""/''''^*'""'
--in the old tt^'eVro.nounced It, the waiter, a young man of the improved class

J^ough the schoolmaster had not then been abroad, d aw-'

Sme Sir"''

"'"' *"«""^-'f -PP-bat,on observed-M

we fai *; hI'.J""
""""' Cog-ges-hall." But in this case

Ini
'° ^"/'""S^ «*™ by halves, we leave so much un-done We do not yet call the noble Earl Chol-mond-elev

we still go to Case-horton. It would not be doing justice

MansfieW to '"^.T^
"'' '^' ^''- »'• Cur/him, of

Mansfield, to onnit his lale communication to a Londonjournal that h>s female dog had littered fourteen pups"But for hunting an.l sporting slang of every descrip-

to ^;.r
"

;• ""'f'*''
'^'" ''''^ 'P'"'^' oflnformation relativ'Lto our national sports, with their regular chronology. Ire!

kr t^-^TT """f
'''?.<=""°"« student to that mosi popu-

h.C ' T^' '*'""''
' ^^'^ ^'^^'"'y «° often quoted,

«^e Sporting Maoazi.ve. They will in that find a gram-mar and a text book, affording them the most Lple
satisfaction. This periodical has long enjoyed a m^
ulT^^ T^'^T"' ""' °"'y throughout Britain andIreland but on the continent, in America, the East and

known
''

' "''""•ever the English language is

Having been a contributor to this Magazine some sevenand thirty yea,^, originally a volunteer, I am enabled tosay a (ew words on its origin and history. It was started

flight7V^'? .""'"• ^y ^'- ^^°°'"'' «n engraver, who.unable to turn it to any use, whether to himself or the pub-
ic, gave the bag to hold to the l,.te Mr. Wheble. This
latter proprietor continued the publication durincr six orseven years, with little better success

; but, being°also the
proprietor and publisher of two weekly newspapers, he wa.enabled to publish the Magizine on better Terms thanT"
predecessor, and if with no concomitant profit, at least
with late or no loss Yet the sporting world woiiid no!
receive the bporting Magazine. At this period, Mr. Whe-
ble, personally a stranger to me, having made considerable
use of my book on horses, then recent, desired that we

l-ti
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pecially should he be high bred, and thin skinned. . These
gentlemen creepers should ride the old English thick hided

hunter, of that party who never stabled or dressed him, by

such means furnishing him with a coat impenetrable to wet

and coldin thefield/ V'Ji^i,*;**, \>^\^^^^ VjAv
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• The slang of the field has, in course, and conformity,

undergone its revolution. In former days we rode qfter

hounds, now we ride to them—we then leaped^ now we
jump. We formerly leaped hedge, ditch, and gate, now we
\\xxn\i fence and timber. We were proud of a good stand-

ing leaper, such a qualification is now scarcely heard of, a

fiying jumper is the m|irk, a good fencer, high and wide,

and so forth. With these various and peculiar slangs, I

have already declared myself well satisfied ; not so with

certain late fastidious and delicate, or cockney introduc-

tions, e. g. the tautology, entire horse (from the French,

cheval entier)—-a huntress—a female poney, and so on,

vf* These savour too strongly of Cheapside, nor is it probable

we shall ever find preferable substitutes for the old terms,

* a hunting mare, and a mare poney.' But an overstrained

and spurious delicacy and refinement of language has long

been creeping in upon us. I remember, many years since,

a strong push was made by Col. , the first macaroni

(dandy) of the day, to sport for general use, waifcher, in-

stead of the stale pronunciation, waiter. In Mr. Pitt's days,

in the House of Commons, when I took great delight in

attending the gallery (as previously, in the days of his fa-

^_ ther and of Lord North), it was attempted to render the not
*^ then very long adopted word, police, more liquid, by pro-

nouncing it polyeece. It was then also said, that a certain

member of the Hackney College had decided on the pro-

. priety of pronouncing the word co/A-e-dral, instead of ca-

the-dral, according to the established custom, out of due

complaisance to the Greek, from which it is a derivative.

A universal rule of this kind would induce a real Babylon-

ish confusion of tongues among us. Then again we must

reject, as vulgar and illiterate, the old abbreviations, and
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E occu-^^^^^^^ T '^ ''*^^^ " P'^^««"^ '"^^^»ce of

Po«N ntw .1?
^^'"^.^^^'"^'•ly. I dined at the Old BluePosts, at Witham, in Essex, and chancing to introduce thename of the town of CocksaU, as we in the TZepro-

Zu."ut^: "^t T''' ^ IT^ '"^" ^*'^^« improved cfass,though the schoolmaster had not then been abroad, draw-ing himself up with infinite self approbation oLrved-M
we faiTt^ do 'th^'^"

'"''" Cog.ges-halI." But in this case

Ini ^S/
/^»"^' ^'^" ^y ^^^'^'^ ^« J^ave so much un-done We do not yet call the noble Earl Chol-mond-elev

we Still go to Case-horton. It would not be doing justice

MansLrl"' ''^rrr ^^ '^^ ^^^- ^'•- Cuiim, ofMansfield, to omit his late communication to a Londonjournal that his female dog had Jittered fourteen pups?

tion, and, indeed, for every species of information relativeto our national sports, with their regular chronology. I re-fer the aspirant and the curious student to that mosi popu-ar periodical work, which I have already so often quoted,^e Sporting Magazine. They will in that find aVam-mar and a text book, affording them the most Lpie
satisfaction. This periodical has long enjoyed a m^t
extensive circulation, not only throughout Britain and
Ireland, but on the continent, in America, the East and

known
''

' wherever the English language is

Having been a contributor to this Magazine some sevenand thirty yeare, originally a volunteer, I am enabled to
say a few words on its origin and history. It was started
about forty years since, by Mr. Cooke, an engraver, who,
unable to turn it to any use, whether to himself or the pub-
ic, gave the bag to hold to the late Mr. Wheble. This
latter proprietor continued the publication durinff six orseven years, with little better success

; but, being also the
proprietor and publisher of two weekly newspapers, he was
enabled to publish the Magizine on better lerms thanTi!^
predecessor, and if with no concomitant profit, at least,
with little or no loss. Yet the sporting world would noi
receive the feporting Magazine. At this period, Mr. Whe-
ble, personally a stranger to me, having made considerable
use o» my book on horses, then recent, desired that we
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might have a conference on the best mode of circulating

the Magazine. In conformity, and judging it to be the

best mean, I made application on the subject to an old
sporting friend, who very kindly and liberally using his ex-

tensive influence, the Magazine obtained a footing on the

Turf; and gradually, in the course of years, arrived at a
very considerable and profitable sale as a sporting and
miscellaneous publication.

Many years however passed on, with but slender encour-

agement from the field, a most important deficit in a
sporting work, considering that hunting is the most popu-
lar of all our sports. On this account I was again applied

to, both by Mr. Wheble and the late Mr. Pittman, his suc-

cessor, with the request that I would endeavour to engage
some gentleman foxhunter, au fait and tarn Mercurio
quan DiatKB, to correspond with the Magazine, and to give

a regular account of his campaigns; with occasional essays

on the theory and 'pratique of the sport. I met with no
success whatever, that which I did meet with was shrugs

and reluctance at the labour and ennui which must neces-

sarily result from such an undertaking. In the year 1821,

however, Mr. Pittman himself was more successful, and

one morning he agreeably surprised me with the informa-

tion that a gentleman, eminently qualified, had offered his

assistance. This was the since celebrated Nimrod, who
has, in very deed, turned up a trump, and of whom we
may justly say—a greater than Bexford is here. He has

regularly continued his valuable communications from

that period, and has been also the means of encouraging

other gentleman, of high qualifications and ability, to

contribute their quota towards rendering the Sporting Ma-
gazine a complete history of the annual transactions of the

field.

My late controversy with Nimrod, and Co., on " sum-

mering the hunter" is well known to all readers of the

Sporting Magazine, and, as I had not altogether fair play

in those pages, I shall take some further notice of the

subject in the present. Nimrod, in his earliest communica-
tions, introduced his favourite plan of summering the

hunter in the stable. Convinced, from long experience,

and from the superior experience of a vast majority of the

keepers of hunters in these kingdoms, of the obvious

preference due to the established and contrary practice, I,
witiiout hesitation, or the slightest suspicion that I should
tnereby give offence, addressed a letter to the Magazine,
statmg my sentiments in the premises. In consequence I
was very shortly afterwards attacked, in no very measured
or complacent terms, by Nimrod, backed by, I conceive, a
warm-headed band ofjuvenile sportsmen (Nimrod himself,
indeed, no chicken), among whom was the late unfortunate
and lamented Lord Harley, who attacked me Hudibrasti-
cally, m

" Words far bitterer than wormwood.
That would in Job, or Grizel stir mood." ^

However, I have no right to complain, nor do I, since,
laymg aside my natural and habitual gravity, I fired upon
the assailants with shot of no very dissimilar composition.
1 he affair, and particularly one very gross and ridiculous
portion of it, occasioned various grave meetings between
Pittman and me, which, with whatever gravity they might
commence, generally concluded with a mutual hearty laugh,
and a promise from him that the editorial scales should in
future, be held with more even handed justice.

For my arguments, and those of other correspondents in
favour of summering the hunter abroad, Tnore majorum,
and according to the practice of a great majority of our
modern sportsmen, I refer the reader to the pages of the
Sporting Magazine, between the years 1822 and 1827. It
remains for me to say something on the earlier history of
this controversy, for which end I have had recourse to my
recollections, and to the pages of our old writers. The
fact has thence resulted that summer stabling, a very an-
cient practice abroad, was attempted to be introduced, as
it should seem, by continental marechales and grooms, in
those days, chiefly employed by our great sporting gentle-
men and breeders. These foreigners, natives of a country
where the grass is burnt up during the summer solstice,
and the soil as hard as a turnpike road, unaware of the vir-
tues of the English summer herbage, and of the benefits to
be derived to the limbs and constitution of the horse, from
the air and the salubrious moisture of the sod, had no opi,
nion of the practice of summer pasture. Then, as now,
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however, they were able to prevail with very few proprie-
tors, against a practice, no doubt equally ancient in Britain
as breeding the horse himself, and essentially with the
keepers of hunters. Hear what the learned Michaell Ba-
ret says, in his " Hipponome, or Vineyard of Horseman-
ship."

" The first ordering op a hunting horse.—Then
you may (for his better increase of courage and strength)

if it please you, put him to grassc, and so let him runne all

summer, from middle May to Bartholomew tide, or, at

least, from the midst of summer to that time, for then the
weather is too hot to give him such exercise as he should
have, which, if it be otherwise (being rightly considered),
it doth more hurt than good, and so better he be idle than
ill imploied, although some loue to be practising, allbeit be
without knowledge or reason ; but the fruit they reape
thereby is answerable, being as good neuer a whit as neuer
a deale the better, nay oftentimes the worse, in regard of
tiie errors that come through neglect." Some years since
I published, in the Sporting Magazine, a regular and ope-
rose mathematical diagram of this author, to prove the
slowest horse (stoutest and most lasting), in reality, the
speediest; I suppose as having the longest duration of
speed in a given distance.

Attempts to introduce this continental summer practice
with the hunter into general use, have been ever since pe-
riodical, but ever, as now, abortive. Mr. Beckford quotes
it in his day, but without his countenance. He demands^
can standing in a hot stable (during the summer) do a hunt-
er any good ? I thus spoke of the practice in one of my
books, and I still retain my opinion without change or re-

serve. " Nothing can come in competition with the sound-
ness of the horse's legs and feet, and the refrigeration, and
as we may say, reanimation, after months of excessive la-

bour and straining, and confinement to a solid, heating, and
constipating diet. There is no equal remedy in the case
to that best of all coolers and alterants, the spring grass, the

purifying, elastic external air, and the dew of heaven.

What can a horse possibly lose by rational and natural

treatment like this, excepting in the merp imagination of
his owner ? The fineness of his skin is^ 'easily recoverable

and, with respect to ^food order (condition,) that, one would
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suppose, must rather consist in renovated vigour, and aug-
mented powers of action, than in appearance, or any pre-
sumed virtue of custom. The holyday of a month or two
•out of the twelve, is a kindness we owe to the horse which
so dearly earns it, whilst it contributes to lengthen, and to
render his services of more worth." The grass of this
'Country has made horses, why not mend them?

I am aware we have our gentlemen condition-hunters,
ihose prcux chevaliers^ who decide, sur le champ, by the
imposition of hands, and we formerly had our land tas-
ters; but the proof of the pudding is in the eating ; and
what hunter summered abroad, and subsequently trained
with judgment, has ever been known to fail in consequence
of such practice ? Ask the noble Lords Derby and Petre,
Mr. Farquharson, and Mr. Maberley, I should rather say,
ask the majority of the keepers of hunters throughout Bri-
tain. In that famous run of forty miles by Mr. Farquhar-
son's hounds in Dorset, about three years since, when out
ofa field of seventy horses, five only were in with the
hounds when they ran the fox to earth, these ?i^Q had been
summered abroad. A hunter become very stale in his
Jimbs, from work, may be stripped and turned off early and
fed abroad, the spring grass not being ready. In the fly
season, convenience admitting, he may be sheltered by day,
should that appear necessary. A horse, indeed, must have
an enclosure to himself, but the geldings and mares used
in the field, I apprehend form a great majority. Suppose
the hunter taken up on the first of August, he will have a
month to get through his physic, and two months* exercise
since there is seldom much doing in the field until the be-
ginning of November, excepting, perhaps a little cub hunt-
ing

;
and the commencement of the season frequently

proves to be nothing more than good training for the hunt-
er

; but even should a severe run then occur, he would not
be caught unprepared after two months' constant and re-
gular exercise. Or a hunter turned off in March, and fed,
may be taken up at Midsummer. The old notion of a
horse losing his "hard meat," accumulated in the stable,

from the purgative eflTects of the grass, takes no credit here,
as invariable experience has shown. So liable is the horse
to be stufied and confined in his intestines, while at dry and
hard food, that the change appears to be generally benefi-

B 2
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cial ; and I hold that, afler such thorough cleansing, two
or three months of hard meat will impart equal strength

and superior activity and energy, to any length of previous

stable keep. The late advocates of summer stabling have
got up deep and alarming tragedies ofraw head and bloody

bone accidents, probable to occur in the pastures. No
doubt accidents may occur there as elsewhere, nor can
any system of absolute safety and perfection be discover-

ed ; but, with respect to myself, I have been so fortunate

as to escape such accidents, nor do I hear of much lamen-
tation on that score, saving and excepting from the gentle-

men alarmists above mentioned. To close the dissection

of this hmb of the subject with the intelligence I obtained
last year—inquiring in several counties, who summered
their hunters in the stable ? I got quizzed and joked. I

could not hear of a single hunt wherein it was practised.

It was observed to me that, in the opinion of my inform-

ants, the persons who kept their hunters in the stable, were
those who had occasion to ride them hackney in the sum-
mer season ; and my informants, moreover, thought it

would be derogatory from the high degree of liberality and
feeling which distinguished the true British sportsman, to

treat the noble and generous horse, the minister and com-
panion of one of their highest gratifications, with such
coldness and neglect. The considerable saving of ex-

pense, by summering hunters abroad, forms no item, in

course, with the liberal sportsman, his motive is superior.

But every proposition, or question, is bilateral, of ne-

cessity having two sides, and it is scarcely a supposable
thing, that I can be either ignorant or unmindful of the ac-

cidents which may happen to a hunter at summer grass.

In the first place, the quality of the pasture is to be consi-

dered in any season ; and should the season be droughty,
the herbage burnt up, and the ground hard, under which
circumstances the flies are most annoying, a horse cannot
feed in the day time, but will be harassed and driven up
and down, and, instead of receiving the expected benefit to

his limbs and feet, will at a certainty, experience an in-

crease of their maladies, and the condition of the horse

will be much reduced. Again, to turn hunters into grounds
with a numerous rabble of horses, is the readiest possible

mode to get them kicked, lamed, and subjected to every

.*•#
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variety of accident. But what proprietor of hunters, a real
sportsman, could be guilty of such an extravagance •> Be-
yond all question, in such a season, and pastures of better
condition and sheltered being unattainable, it would be no
part of common prudence to expose hunters, or, indeed,
any horses, to such useless risks, from which they might be
exempt and safe at home. But this argument is valid only
against the abuse of a most useful practice. As to engaff-
ing safe and proper runs at grass, for hunters, expense is
quite out of question

; such horses are not kept for a trifle,
whether within doors or without. On the necessity of their
constant inspection whilst abroad, 1 have already dilated.
Home, or near pastures arc a great convenience, not only
as the horses are then constantiv under the groom's eye,
but that, m great heats, they may be taken in durincr the
day time. I have now the letter of a gentleman before me,
of tiie date of February, 1827, proprietor of a celebrated
pack of foxhounds, and a stud of hunters of hiirh repute.
Ihis gentleman rode a hunter which, during the previous
spring and summer, that is to sav, until the first week in
August, Iiad been kept on haij only, (why corn was not al-
lowed not stated) in an open loose stable, with a yard well
littered down, in which to exercise himself at will. After
his exercise he appeared in condition fullv equal to any
horse in the field, and proved equally stout. ' It is the prac-
tice, in this stud, to allow the hunters corn a week or two
before they are taken up from grass.

SECTION XXXVII.

As to the method of training the hunter, after he shall
be well through his two or three purges, that must be left
to general custom anu the experienced training aroom
The horse should go out lightly clothed to take his gallops^
as often as possible, twice a day, the distance being in-
creased as his condition improves. I really conceive there
can seldom be occasion for sweating the hunter, though I
have generally known it practised by some sportsmen.
Sweating, even if not overdone, too often the case, may
take something out of the horse of which be may stand in
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need during a long run in the field, where his business is

not mere speed throughout, and where he wants the sound

use of his limbs and full constitutional powers, not at all

promoted by the laborious exertion of running a long sweat

with a heavy weight upon his back. Walking exercise, al-

ternated with the modern favourite substitute of the jog

trot, will contribute, with his gallops, to keep under super-

fluous flesh. As to FEEDING the hunter, it is a topic which

may be dispatched in a few words. The quantity of solid

corn allowed to the racer, the hunter, and the stage horse,

must in general be measured solely by their appetite and

digestion ; with respect to hay ; regular grooms are not

usually prone to overfill their horses' stomachs with it, and

some of them like their grandsires, are niggards of water.

The occasional use of the muzzle is indispensable to foul

feeders, that will not only fill themselves to blowing with

hay, but with their litter. Beside this real use of the muz-

zle, however, the ancient jockeys assigned to it a very im-

portant imaginary one, that of promoting the horse's wind,

by occasionally confining it, and forcing him to breath with

difficulty. Upon a similar principle they trained the racer

in such as were styled " shoes of advantage," namely, very

heavy ones, that they might acquire an access of speed in

their race, from the change to the lightness of their plates !

The hunter is fed four or five times a day, that is to say, at

each stable hour.

The following important observations are to be found in

one of the early letters of the thoroughly experienced Nim-

rod. ** The one (racer) is not more than a few minutes in

completing his task, whereas, the other (hunter) is often

ten or twelve hours about his ; the preparation therefore

must be different—the training groom (of the running sta-

bles) would be apt to draw his horses too fine for the con-

tinued fatigue they (hunters) have to go through. Good
flesh as I before observed is strength ; and in the prepara-

tion of a hunter, particularly if he have to carry a heavy

man, to get him high in flesh and strong in work, is the

perfection of the art of grooming." The reader will have

observed, that Nimrod gave a similar opinion respecting

the condition of fast coachhorses. In this I most cordially

agree
;
good firm flesh is indeed strength, but it has ever

been too much the custom of trainers, whether ofhorses or
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men, iq make too free with this good flesh, and to lay the
bones too bare. I could give a long list of cases, in which
ine fact IS but too apparent, at the tail of which miaht be
adduced a late very prominent example in the pugilistic
(we must not say boxing) ring. Sound logic will not re-
suit from argumg in extremis. There may, for ouifht I
know, be horses which require sweats, in order to brinjr
them mto condition for the field ; but I well know, there
IS no general necessity, nor has it been the general prac-
tice; and the mstances are innumerable, of horses never
liavmg had a sweat, brought to the covert side in the high-
est condition, whether internal or external, of whicli they
directly, sur le champ, afforded the most satisfactory proof
in the field. But crack trainers say, and most correctly,
a horse cannot run fat.' There is, however, an itemm this case not generally adverted to. Oats and beans are
not only good, but indispensable things, and too many, both
proprietors and trainers there are, who entertain the notion,
that a horse cannot have too much of a good thing, un-
roindfulof that corrective which ought to accompany the
old saying-too much, even of a good thing, is good for
nothing; AH horses intended for excessive exertions,
must be fed to the utmost calibre of their appetite and di-
gestion

;
but if these be overmarked in a craving horse,

the surplus nourishment, instead of imparting strentrth and
powers of activity and exertion, will rather tend to line him
with fat, in the proper style of a bullock or a hog : then so
the heavy sweaters to work, to fuse and drain oft' in copi-
ous streams, that material which has been so uselessly and
mischievously accumulated

; but this is not always done
with impunity, and may soon be done once too often, both
lor the limbs and constitution of the horse. The difrcstive
powers of horses vary very much, and it is a point of great
and needful skill in a groom, to learn critically, the daily
quantum of solid corn that the stomach of his horse is able
to convert to real and effective nourishment. Racers in-
deed, must be sweated, but the practice is not now, at New-
market at least, carried to the excess of former days. As
to the hunter, with two or three months' regular traininir
after physic, and if above himself, frequent rather long, and
and sonietimes brushing gallops over ploughed grounds,
not too heavy, he wdl appear in the season, pot rough, but
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ready, and with a due proportion upon him, of thaft good

Nimrodian flesh above quoted, and none other. Strong

work, and sweating a horse the day before he hunts, I look

upon to be the most irrational and worst part of the prac-

tice ; nor can 1 agree with some from whom I have heard

the assertion, that an unsound horse may shift very well in

the field ; such may full soon prove a dangerous shift.

For the reasons above stated, the unfitness of the soil on

the continent for summering horses abroad, it is natural

and rational enough for continental proprietors to concur

in advocating the opposite practice ; and the same rule

operates with regard to our countrymen in India, where

both the soil and climate, not to forget the incessant tor-

ture inflicted by myriads of insects, must absolutely inter-

dict the old British practice ; I have never been upon our nor-

thern continent in the summer, but have always understood,

that in every part, the fly alone is an effectual bar to the

exposure of horses abroad in that season. It must, how-

ever, not be forgotten in our summering, that our sixteen-

ers, and lofty shouldered horses are necessarily bad gra-

zers, and must not be turned upon a sheep pasture, but

upon a full ox-bite of sweet and wholesome, not rank and

coarse herbage ; and if needful, grass, natural or artificial,

lucerne or melilot, should be cut, and placed in racks in the

field, A reserve of carrots also, for hunters oat of work^

and waiting for the spring grass, is an excellent re^urce ;:

they are, as has been said, nutritious, at the same thne, al-

terative, cooling, and diuretic. The general stable rou-

tine, as to essentials among our superior and sporting pro-

prietors of horses, is much the same, whether for racers,

hunters, or hacks. The hunter on going out, should on no

account, be denied a reasonable quantity of water, which

may be his whole day's supply ; nor should he, especially

if he have a long walk to covert, be too empty. There

were in former days, when it was the rule to starve horses

such a number of hours before hand, dreadful instances of

debility from inanition, est modus in rebus. After a hard

day's work, and especially should the horse be materially

affected by it, every regular groom knows the use and effi-

cacy of mashes with oats or malt, and gruel, with locks of

the sweetest and finest hay ; and also the cheering and io^

tigorating effect of the cordial ball (compounded of genu-

ine and proper ingredients), when no contra indications

susZr'"/ '^T ^"^^'"'"'^^i-n- But in the preseCo
suspicion of mflammatory symptoms, cordials should cer-

Sih! """'"k^V
'"^ '' ^""^ '^'' ^^" sometimes prescrib-ed in the case, half nitre, and half cordial ball, it is a maw-kish and sickening mess, in the old Suffolk farrier's opinion,

a kind of heater, and a kind of a cooler,! but very unfitlor the deranged and debilitated stomach of the horse Theheated and swollen legs of the horse are cooled by water aswarm as he can bear it, and are then bandaged with flannel
rollers, the legs and feet having been previously and care-
fully examined for thorns, bruises, over-reach, or wounds,
to the risk of which, the legs of hunters must be so unal
voidably exposed. In a dangerous case, wiien from the in-
flammatory symptoms the abstraction of blood must be re-
sorted to, the presence of an able veterinary surgeon is
necessary.

SECTION XXXVIII.

Being no sycophant either of individuals or bodies of
men, however elevated in the world's opinion, hut simply
and sincerely the humble advocate of their honour and
their interest, and having already made free with the risinir
lavourite, but not very defensible amusement of hunting the
steeples of holy mother church, I proceed to that other no-
ble and exalted sportive gratification of riding to death in
the field, the most willing, generous, and meritorious of
brute animals and slaves. To that man, however, of whom
it has been nobly boasted, that, " he has sent more horses
to the nackers than any other man in England,"—to such,
I have not one single word to say. About as much to the
hero, who has the rare hardihood and ambition to risk the
breaking of his neck for fun, and by way of " a lark." I
could give an affecting anecdote of this kind, which occur-
red many years since

; and of another, in crossing a piece
of waste ground broken up by rabbits, and of which I was an
eye-witness, but I forbear out of respect to the feelings of
still surviving relatives. It however, may with truth be said,
that such part of riding to hounds is more dangerous and
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difficult to be guarded against than any fence, whether hedge

or timber, that may present ; because in this latter case,

both man and horse have their eyes and judgment to which

they may appeal. Now, as to a horse failing in the field,

such accident fairly resulting from his own and the head

long enthusiasm of his rider, nothing can be urged which

would not equally militate against the principle itself of

hunting, against which I have nothing to allege ;
and thus

much may be said in favour of this princely sport, conduct-

ed on the principles of our common sense and common

humanity, nothing contributes more powerfully to mental

exhilaration, to hardihood, and the encounter of fair person-

al risks ; and we live in a world where it is obligatory up-

on us to dare and encounter such. But the driving a horse

to death in the chace, by the brute force of whip and spur,

presents a very different action to our view, in truth, an act

of gross and abominable cruelty and injustice, for which,

insanity and the fanaticism of the field alone, can be urged

as the apology. I congratulate myself, that 1 can never

again witness, for 1 have witnessed, the dying groans and

sobs, and sightless eyes, and ears bedewed with the sweat

of death, and blood issuing from the nose and mouth of the

fallen and heart-broken hunter! What a spectacle to be

coupled with ideas of sport, exultation, and enjoyment 1 So

far as my observation has reached, these distressing and

fatal accidents have in general, mighty little to do with

condition ; for whatever may be the nag's condition, and

whether he may have been summer stabled or grazed, his

powers cannot be urged with impunity, beyond the boun-

daries of nature ; and the keen sportsman would do well

to consider, that with his horse's ability or inability, his

sport, his heart's delight, must flourish, or fade and be utter-

ly extinguished. It is a beautifnl and saving reflection for

a Nimrod, or for any man in whatever way he may be en-

gaged

—

nullum numen abest, si sit prudentia.

By general suffrage, Melton Mowbray is, and has long

been the head quarters, the Newmarket of foxhunting.

There, are to be found the highest bred and highest re-

puted hunters, with the most crack riders to hounds, and

every kind of practice and discipline relative to the stable

or the field, at the summit of that perfection which the sport

has hitherto attained. As a signal specimen of the powers
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SlTui Lord Alvan.ley s Hunter Chesterfield, about the beffinnin? of thp nr^

Of eleven yards, three inclies, thereby outHoin<T the yJnrAed famous spring of Flying Chii.iers. Before I o .U the'Z ' KVr ""^knowledge that, I have made ve v^lVee hthe probable estimation of some, too free, with cemin fo

ea irom a mere simple conviction of rectitude and f.r

practLable heoHr*'';'"'
"^ °'*' "''""'' '"' de^nding im-

CarroS „ r; ^ "" " """^ Pro-catholic, and neither

dZJn . u
"°'" """^ ""y ""»"' °" "'e score of his opinionsdemanding however, the equal amnesty for my own a^he same time, I am not mad and silly enou^rtoexp'ectthat the motion of this feeble pen shall assimilate to ftself

theZT'' ;" •"•=•="1 T^ "'« expectation entertaLd by

tanrrH
?'"""' "^ ^""-^^'^ '•''y^' ''^"m their universal

« Make all tailors' yards of one
Unanimous opinion."

thohTT ?"'"'"'• ^°""^ '""^ ungentle, I beseech ve inhe bowels of common sense and common freedom to en-tertain no angry feelings against me.
'

;„ .
j""^ ^'^''""^ "^ '"''''* """ sporting authority, an old oneindeed to keep me in countenance with that which wSl bedeemed my old fashioned sentimentality. It is^e moraland considerate Baret, whom I have so often and varSvquoted I have modernised the orthography. " b" t b7cause the wild-goose chase is such an unmerciful and unreasonable toil, as the name itself doth import, without anv"mediocrity or order, I will pass over it as an exerlp n^^

worthy of the time, because Tt is thehazard of thes^ andrum of such excellent creatures ; for if two good horses bemet, the match cannot be tried, till one of^thcm be halfspoiled If not both : nay, sometimes they are both brou/htso weak, that they are neither of them able to go, and thenwhen they are so Turkishly tormented, the match'is fain

'"

U drawn, and so (their owners) depart as wise as at the•erm of their exercise.
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" Through which unmerciful delight, they abuse the li-

berty of their sovereignty, and turn it to rigour as a tyran-

nous king, contrary to the commandment of God, for we
should be merciful as our Father is merciful ; which is not

only extended in his promise, but also in his providence,

which preserveth as well the unreasonable, as the reason-

able creatures ; and, therefore, they should be used to the

ends for which they were ordained, for the use, service,

and delight of man, and have a care over them, being for

our profit ; and I pray you, what care or pity is there

shown towards them, when they are so cruelly persecuted,

and wilfully spoiled by such extreme labour ?

" Therefore, seeing it is oftentimes the subversion of such

excellent creatures, he is not worthy to have a good horse,

that njiaketh no more account of him, but to rack his good-

ness upon such unreasonable and unmerciful tenters (al-

though there may be shown much horsemanship), seeing

there may be trial enough had, both of the goodness of the

horse, and skill of the man in the train-scents."

—

Hunting

Matches, chap. 14, p. 52.

SECTION XXXIX.—The Turf.

The Sport of the Turf, or witnessing the contention be-

tween horses for superiority of speed and endurance, is of

high classical antiquity, forming the grand object of the

Olympian and Pythian Games of ancient Greece. These

games were annually celebrated in all the Grecian cities,

with a splendour and magnificence of which no modern era

has exhibited an example. Their objects were more ex-

tensive than those of any later period, or of ours at the pre-

sent time. They were chiefly directed to warlike purposes ;

and the races with war-chariots seem to have obtained the

paramount consideration. In both their chariot and horse

races, the jockeys consisted of the nobles and first men of

the country ; in the latter, they rode without either saddle

or stirrups, whilst even " crossing and jostling" were al-

lowed ! A pretty lesson this would be for our modern

Buckles, Chifneys, and Goodissons. The ancient course,

or HippodromCf moreover, in direct opposition to the care-

fully regulated state of the modern, was purposely render-
irregular and uneven with various obstructions inter-

spersed. They ran heats, both in the chariot and horse
races, the distance upwards of four miles to a heat • and asthe grand view was to inspire the charioteers and riders
with the utmost hardihood and contempt of personal dancrer,

lir Tl""
?"'^^'

l^"""^
^^ ^'^"^'•^ ^^^ hig»^est degree of

skill and dexterity of management, it was contrived thatthey should have to pass a very sharp angle or turn The
course was straight

; and at the end of two miles stood a
pillar, around which the racers turned, running home a^ain

ISut the cream of all this remains to be skimmed. At some
distance beyond the pillar, or sharp turn just passed, an-
other trial presented itself for the skill of the riders or
drivers. It was no less than the terrific and scarecrow
hgure of the god, Taraxippus, the alarmer of horses, plac-
ed in full view of the racers as they passed, in order tomghten, and cause them to run out of the course, as an
additional test of the skill and prowess of the charioteers
and jockeys.

During the Eastern empire, Constantine the Great and
his successors ardently pursued the racing system, upon a
scale of the highest magnificence; and, in the reicrn of
those princes, the principle of justice and compassio'n to-
wards ammals, was well understood and acted upon. The
horse was placed under the protection of the law, and the
humanity of the government was signal towards those faith-
lul servants, the old racers, which had won laurels by their
labours in the circus : those were maintained at their ease
during the remainder of their Jives, as pensioners on the
public treasury. Readers who desire to go farther into
this branch of the subject, are referred to the ** History of
the Horse," where I have given two modern examples of a
very different complexion, in Bosphorus and Shaftoe's
Squirrel. When I first heard of Old Squirrel beina con-demned to end his former brilliant career in a fish-ca'rt, the
recollection rushed upon my mind, of having seen him in
his loose stable at Egham in all his glory !^In the language
Of the poet, ^ ^

^* As great a fall as that of kings from thrones,"

f
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Squirrel was one of our high formed racers, both for speed

and over the course ; and, I think, the shortest legged bred

horse that I have ever seen. Some stallions of that form
might contribute to improve the leggy race of the present

day.

I have said a few words in the earliest pages on the ori-

gin of racing in this country. It may be traced to the

eleventh century. The following circumstance occurred

in the fourteenth century : in an inquisition taken at Os-

westry in Shropshire, on the attainder of Richard, Earl of

Arundel, the origin of which is deposited in the Tower of

London, there were found in the castle of Oswestry, one

young racehorse, called Young Sorell, price 13Z. 6s, 8rf.

and one white stallion, price lOZ. beside about fifty other

horses, of various kinds. The lOZ. value of the white stal-

lion, according to the usual computation, would be 250Z.

of our present money. Racing, however, seems to have
consisted entirely of private matches, and not to have as-

sumed any regulated and stated form of public meetings,

until the reign of James the First, since none of the writers,

at least that I have seen, of the days of Elizabeth, or even

the early days of James, make mention of Newmarket, or

of any place where public races were held. This circum-

stance yet appears inconsistent and uncertain, on the con-

sideration, that racing had been generally in vogue, during

some previous centuries. It may, however, be safely aver-

red, that the foundations of the regular racing system were
laid between the reigns of James the First and Charles the

Second, Newmarket, at some part of that period, becom-

ing, as it still continues, its head quarters. The species of

horse used in Great Britain, for the purpose of racing, was
from the beginning, the silken haired courser of South Eas-

tern Europe, the origin of which was African, either Ara-
bian or Barb ; and this apparently without any, save for-

tuitous and accidental admixtures with the indigenous breeds

of this country. The late Dr. Parry and others havebeea
misled on the supposition of such mixture, for the purpose

of increasing the size and substance of the foreign horses

;

but that advantage has resulted purely from the incrassating

and improving nature of our gramineous soil, our superior

and more nourishing food and systematic attention.

Most of the breeds of the Levant, from the origin above
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stated, were by nature coursers or racers, in our common
phrase, Wood horses, namely, the Turkish, Cappadocian,
Phrygian, or Syrian, Egyptians, and also the Persian breeds.Our horsecoursers, during the reigns of the Stuarts, im-
ported those breeds, and some few of the Spanish, which inthose days, under the name of jennets, were Barbs bred in

crosses. The superiority of the original, a horse of the
yesert, Arabian, or Barb, seems to have been a more mo-dern discovery

; in probability, not apprehended, until the
arrival and trial as a stallion, of Mr. Darley's A;abian, inthe reign of Anne, Indeed previously, some prejudice

ItZT T -f^''^^^
"^"'"'^ ^^^ Arabians; perhaps de-nved from the ill success of an individual of that country,

^^ Tc^m "'a^' u"^ ^ '^^"^^"' ^^' '^^''^^' J^'^es the Fir^
paid 500Z. At that period, the curious fact was not so
well known, but as it has long since been proved, that no
foreign horses can compete with the descendants of theirown blood, bred in this country. Dismal may seem some-
what like an exception to this general rule, being of entire
foreign blood, but then he was bred in this country. Hewas got by the Godolphin Arabian, his dam by the Alcock
Arabian, grandam by the Curwen bay Barb, out of a natu-
ral Barb mare. He ran at Newmarket with the first
fiorses of his day, and was never beat ; but was not equally
successful as a stallion. I knew some fine hunting-like
liorses of his get.

Early in the last reign, the experiment was made of train-
ing oreign horses, and there was an Arabian plate run for
at Newmarket, hut the horses ran in so mediocre a style,
having hit e speed and less game, that the plan was imme-
ediately abandoned. But the case of these horses, from
which our unparalleled breed of thoroutrh bred stock
fias been derived, as referable to the breeding stud, is still
more singular, in truth, not easily explicable. Of the im-
mense numbers imported since the Godolphin Arabian,
under the guise of being real mountain Arabians and Barbs,
selected at a vast price, very few, compared with those of
earlier periods have got racers, whence arose half a century
since, a nominal distinction between the old and new blood.
Does this arise from the improvement and superiority of
our modern racers, from a deterioration of the Eastern
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breeds, or the increased difficulty of obtaining the superior 1

True enough there is much uncertainty in the whole racing
* system. An extensive breeder from the highest reputed

stock, may have the chance to breed very few horses worth
training, and a capital racer shall prove a very unprofitable
stallion. The inferiority of the new blood, intending that

of the horses imported since the Godolphin Arabian, was
becoming gradually more and more apparent, about the
period above referred to ; in latter days it has become
almost literally useless, since scarcely any breeder will

send his mares to an Arabian, the general term now for

an Eastern horse. In the days of Eclipse and Highflyer,
there were generally half a score foreign stallions in the
annual list ; of late years, seldom above one or two. The
Sporting Magazine for June, the present year, announces
three pure Arabians to cover, of which portraits will be
given in the next successive numbers of the Magazine.
Their names. Paragon—the milkwhite Arabian, Signal,

the property of the Hon. Arthur Cole—and Buckfoot, a
silver grey Arabian. The price of them about five guineas
a mare. Certainly, by way of experiment, it ought to be
an object with our gentleman trainers, to send some of
their best bred mares to these foreigners. In our Indian
empire (which, there exists a sanguine hope that the light

of the present times will shortly redeem from the inveterate

and blighting curse of monopoly) as might be expected, rac-

ing has become very extensive ; and the horses imported
from England, maintain their superiority on the course

;

but it is said, not so in the stud, where the natural Arabs
prove superior

;
probably from the debilitating effect of a

tropical climate upon the constitutions of the northern
horses.
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SECTION XL.

The terms applicable to blood horses, have been alreat^

dy explained. The racers* maximum of speed has been
determined conventionally, to be equal to galloping over a
mile of ground in one minute of time. This indeed has
never been actually proved, yet is not only probable, but

on calcu ation, comparatively certain. No horse, ereathowever his powers, can run the whole distance of a mile
at the very summit of his speed, he must have some bursts
superior to the average. These bursts determine at least
that his abstract speed is equal to the stated rate, since the
mile has been run at Newmarket, accordincr to an accu-
rate timing vyith the stop watch, in one minute four and
a half seconds. This was performed, many years since,
by Firetail, beating Pumpkin. As the superior speed of
1 lying Childers and Eclipse remain unquestionable, no
doubt It should then seem, need be entertained of the abi-
lity of those paragons to run the mile in a minute of time
had the ta^k been imposed upon them. In 1 755, Matchem!
beatmg Trajan at Newmarket, ran the B. C. with eiaht
stone seven pounds, in seven minutes, twenty seconds,
flying Childers, with nine stone two pounds, ran over theK. U. at JNewmarket, in six minutes forty seconds. The
Beacon Course, in length, is four miles, one furlong, one
hundred thirty-eight yards. The Round Course, three
miJes, six furlongs, mnety three yards. Childers also ran
over the B. C. in seven minutes, thirty seconds, but the
weight he carried is not known : at anv rate, the compari-
son proves Matchem to have been indeed a capital runner.

Timing, of racers does not often take i)lace, but I think
It did somewhat unusually so, in the North, two or three
years since. In fact it can answer no purpose (renerallv,
since the horses only make their play on particular parts
of the course, and at the run in. The case is different
when circumstances lead to the expectation that the race
will be run out and out, and that tiie horses will be urcred
to the utmost of their ability.

"^

In the Section on Hunting, I boasted the correctness ofmy vaticination, in days long past. I have now a ri^rht to
repeat that boast in respect of the Turf. Racing h'as in-
creased in a lull ratio with the increase of national pros-
perity and human intelligence. A disheartening considera-
tion however it is, to the reflecting moralist, 'that such a
monstrous and appalling extent of human misery, and its
consequent human dapravity, should subsist with such an
unparalleled degree of national opulence. Is this the ne-
cessary result of commercial greatness and luxury ? op
<loe8 it emanate from the radical vice of our pohtical sys-
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tern ? The case well and fearfully demands the most pro-

found consideration of our influential and patriotic politi-

cians.

Opening Pond's " Sporting Calender'' for the year 1763,

I find its subscribers amounted to 478 ; the number of
public racecourses in Britain, to 70.—Weatherby's Racing
Calender for 1786, gives 1051 subscribers, and 83 race-

courses. The present year exhibits a vast addition. We
find the name of the first Weatherby, as publisher of the

Racing Calendar, in 1772.

The South Eastern horse, bred and nurtured in all-im-

proving Britain, however sleek, and fine, and delicate, is

beyond comparison the most useful of the species. This is

not the mere declamation of affection and prejudice, it is

pure matter of experimented fact. Bred horses are appli-

cable to a greater variety of useful purposes than any oth-

er, excelling in nearly all. They have greater strength in

proportion, from the superior toughness of substance in

their tendons, muscles, and licraments, and soliditv of their

bones. They are able to carry greater weights, and with

superior speed. Proof of the first instance was apparent in

that not very merciful experimental match, in which Mr.
Vernon's Amelia beat the miller's horse, at his own play,

loading his back with sacks of flour. I remember to have
seen Bullock, the brewer, riding twenty stones, cantering
over the London pavement, upon a little bred horse not

much above fourteen hands. We breed them up to a

great size, and some of the sons of the Godolphin Arabian
and of Eclipse, would have done honour, in point of size,

to the shafts of a dray. It is no doubt however, question-

able, whether in point of form and of goodness, we have
not receded some points below the standard of fifty and six-

ty years past, the days of Eclipse and Highflyer, and a long

contemporary list of celebrated runners ; whether we have
not bred our racers too lofty, too hicfh upon the leg, and
consequently, with too little regard to substance. Obser-

vator, in the Sporting Magazine, that keen observer, amu-
sing and honest writer, (I do not give his real name, as he

has chosen not to name) is annually reminding us of the

vast numbers of mere leather platers brought to the post at

Newmarket. Nor can I suppose, that the racers from

thirty years past, or of the present day, will enjoy that rank
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with posterity, acquired by those of former eras ; Sir
Charles Bunbury, a far more experienced judge, used to
laugh at me for these notions, and would have it that his
borcerer and Smolensko were equal over the course, to
Goldfinder, Shark, Mambrino, Highflyer, or the best of
that splendid list of former days. Dr. Syntax remindedme of Old Damper, not indeed in the regard of form and
beauty, but of their similar success in winning country

Perhaps the desuetude of the custom for horses to cover
whilst in training is not warranted by any solid objections.
1 he sooner the quality of a racer's stock is known surely
the better The old Vintner mare was taken into traininor
irom the breeding stud and was never beat. Hob.robliS
was trained after having covered two years. Babram won
several plates during a season in which he served fiftv-
three mares. In those days and afterwards the custom was
not infrequent. Dorimant covered a mare or two before
he was out of traming. It has not been explained to me
that, the practice in moderation could interfere injuriously,
with the racing powers of a quiet horse; but the experi-
ment, i understand, has only been made in one or two in-
stances within the last thirty vears. To advert to the
course, I would not forget the/a/^e */ar^* which have been
so frequent of late years, beyond my old experience. These
are too often manoeuvres of jockeyship

; and when that is
the case, they are embarrassing and unfair, and some re-
medy IS required. Suppose our Turf parliament, the
Jockey CJub, were to enact that, three starts should be fi-
nal. It would be equally fair for the whole that started.
Would It not be practicable and useful, to accustom the
young stock to start together while in training ? So many
fatal accidents have occurred at different periods from the
company under the influence and exaltation of the animal
spirits, breaking in upon and crossing the course, that it is
of the utmost importance for the stewards of every race to
appoint a strict and efficient police. I recommended this
strongly some years since, with certain precautionary mea-
sures, in the Magazine, in consequence of an accident
which (I think) happened at Oxford. The measures of
racing police have been this year in particular, most exem-
plary and efficient at Epsom, the course multitudinously at-
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tended ; and as a curious and most laudable example, it

was stated in the newspapers, that the Royal Duke of Sus-

sex and an honourable baronet were stopped in their at-

tempt to cross the course during the race, and requested to

turn back, with which they complied in the most affable

and considerate manner. Ascot is another eminent exam-
ple, and these precautions, considering their great import-

ance to life and limb, it may be hoped, will be followed

throughout all our courses.

In the Calender, for the year 1777, a memorable year to

me in the racing way, I observe a caution addressed to

clerks of courses relative to the posts. These had previ-

ously been large and immovable, whence they were very

dangerous in the case ofa horse being driven against them.

A change was recommended to posts " round, of a light

brittle wood, not above three inches in diameter, and two
feet higher than usual." This improvement was the result

ofa fatal accident, which sometime previously had happen-

ed at Newmarket, to poor " little Wicked," the favourite

lad of Lord Ossory, the boy being dashed to pieces against

one of the old immovable posts, in riding a match. I was
assured by one present, that the good natured Lord " cried

like a child at this unfortunate event." Doubtless this im-

provement, with respect to posts on race courses, must
have since taken place universally. I further recollect a
curious occurrence in the above year, at Newmarket se-

cond Spring Meeting. In a B. C. great colt stakes, fifty-

six subscribers, one hundred guineas each, in which were
three or four of the best of the year, the race was won by a

colt by Gimcrack, certainly not within a stone over the

course, of the first raters. It happened thus. The lead-

ing horses, afraid one of the other, waited, while the rider

of the Gimcrack colt, whose name I have forgotten, un-

heeded and neglected by the rest, with his wits about him
and a good judgment, went away making all possible play,

and succeeded in gaining so much ground, that neither

Dictator, Potatoes, Tremamondo, nor Rasselas could over-

take him. The Lords Egremont and Derby will remem-
ber this. I had left Newmarket the previous day, but the

circumstance was related to me by Roger Rush, the then

clerk of the course, and Goodisson.
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A great addition has been made since the above period,
to the number of racecourses in this country, and horse!
racing is making its way upon the continent, althouirh
France does not appear, at present, to improve so much
from our example as in former days, under the patronage
of the profligate Due d'Orleans. In Pope's language,
"Newmarket shines complete," and Epsom, Ascot^ Don-
caster and York, in all the glory of an accumulation of
racing business, the number of horses and trainers, and of
buildings both niagnificent and useful. We did not augur
at the first establishment of the St. Ledger, that great cele-
brity which It has since attained. The magnificent and
princely stand, this year erected at Epsom, does great hon-
our to those gentlemen with whom the improvement oriffi-
nated, among whom Mr. Maberly is entitled to especial
mention, and by whose exertions it was carried into execu-
tion. It IS worthy of the reign of our veteran sportincr So-
vereign, George the Fourth. The number of course's has
been increased at Newmarket of late years, considerably
beyond the old-Beacon, Round, and Duke's Courses,
Ditch in, the Rowley, Bunbury, Ancaster, and Abingdon
miles, fehort races are now most frequent, I believe ori-
ginally, at the suggestion of the late Sir Charles Bunbury,
who used to say, that a race over the course was only such
to the jockeys, excepting merely at the run in. It is beside,
more favourable to the horses, and we have yet a sufficient
repetition of two and four mile races to try their game.
Racing of cocktails is somewhat of a novelty, and that of
hunters has multiplied greatly. In the old time, however,
we had (at least during several years) halfand quarter mile
races at Newmarket, at which a great three part bred geld-
ing, Rocket by Rocket, the property of Lord March (late
Duke of Quecnsbury), was the winner, whatever weight he
gave, m every quarter mile race but one, in which he was
beaten by old Peggy (Masquerade). I believe he was once
beat half a mile. The Duke tried him from the Ditch ia
and two miles, but he had not blood enough by a single dip,
to carry him through successfully, though he saved his dis-
tance. The Duke and his prime minister and jockey, Mr.
Goodisson, must have been aware of this, and, if there was
any money betted upon him, it must have turned to account,
as backing the field against him was a certainty. We used
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to enjoy seeing Hell Fire Dick (Goodisson) start this geld-

ing for a short race. The horse held sidewise, curvetting

and rearing, Dick with his eagle and hawk's eyes, holding
him fast in that position, watching the word—at the start,

off flew Rocket, with a velocity which demonstrated that

he had not his name for nothing. Never was jockey bet-

ter calculated than Goodisson, to ride a horse of this de-
scription. About this period he rode a Juniper filly of mine
for the Queen's hundred, at Chelmsford ; she ran a stout

and good mare, and Goodisson, according to the usual ad-
vice of jockeys and trainers, recommended keeping her on,
assuring me she would train on, having had only three
months' work. But, from a previous trial of her, she ap-
peared to me one of old Frampton's " slow good ones," of
which I inherited his opinion. This by way of advice to

fresh men. The only use of this sort is adverted to above,
with those that also fail to win, but from the opposite cause.

Subsequently, quarter and half mile races became some-
what frequent at Newmarket ; and there had been, during
some years previous, a two year old course, to which after-

wards, a yearling course was added, with also the practice,

of late years and at present so common, of training and
racing the young stock. Remarkable examples of attach-

ment to long races and the B. C. were constantly exhibit-

ed at Newmarket in old times.

SECTION XLI.

My next topic is a disheartening one ; it is the horrible,

and I have some right to know, as a * bit of a jockey,' use-

less and needless practice of butchering and cutting up
racehorses ahve, witli the whip and spur 1 In aggravation

and countenance of this barbarism the spectators of the run
in, even ladies, seem dehghted with it, as the very marrow
and cream of the sport ; and we often witness, in the ac-

counts of races, the columns of newspapers sullied with

such filth as—" a slashing race, what whipping, cutting,

and spurring!" Certainly there are stout and sluggish

horses which require to be reminded by the whip and spur,

but even those, running against others, their natural emu-
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mo'
lation IS stimulated, and they will do their utmost with mo-
derate excitement, and all the whipping and spurring that
could be used, even by that butcher on horseback, old Jack
Oakley, must fail to obtain more. As to free horses, in-
deed the generahty, they need little or no drivincr, and of-
ten are rather cowed, embarrassed, and retarded by it.
Ihere are, also, high stomached horses, that, being severe-
ly whipped when all abroad and at their best, of which
they are well aware, will instantly slacken instead of en-
deavouring to increase their speed. 1 once experienced a
remarkable instance of this, among others, in riding a trial
upon a true and stout runner, and it is a circumstance well
known to jockeys. Common humanity and compassion
require a moderation of this absurd custom, which mode-
ration, if general, would operate equally and fairly on all
proprietors of racers. Perhaps the chief objection to the
proposed change, subsists in the case of the jockeys, who,
not having cut half way to their horse's entrails, may
thence have been supposed to have employed only half
their powers to win. But there are other equally sufficient
tests of this, always well known on the course. Cutting
up horses, known to be incapable of winning, and those,
though capable, which do not run to mn, is surely ffratuit-
ous cruelty. There is, finally, a strong and valid distinc-
tion between use and utility

; and when a horse has won
by a head or neck, both proprietors and jockeys, in attri-
buting their success to the extreme use of whipcord and
cold iron, may, as is so perpetually the case in other afiairs,
have assigned the effect to a wrong cause, to one, per-
haps, which may have, in degree, operated unfavourably.
When a horse is at all that he can do, what the devil more
can you have of him, but to keep him up to the mark ?
which surely, encouragement and moderation will most
successfully effect ; but if the vain attempt be made to
drive him beyond that point, his next effort must naturally
be to throw up his fore quarters and fight the air, whence
he must shorten his stride, and lose ground. Surely the
flourish of the whips, without the wanton and useless tor-
ture, together with the graceful action, and skilful exertions
of the jockeys at the run in, ought to afford a superior and
sufiicient gratification to British spectators, male and fe-
male.
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It may be necessary to repeat here, from my old books,
the execrable and loathsome tragedy of the poor, fleabit-

ten grey gelding, engaged to run twenty-two miles in one
hour, over the Surrey roads, which he had once previously
performed. On its being found, towards the end of the
second attempt, that he was failing, he was whipped and
spurred with such unmerciful fury and continuance, that

*^' ^ his entrails were let out, and he galloped with them trailing

mjm on the ground, the last stroke of the whip accompanying
' ^ his dying groan, on which he fell heart broken and dead I

Some time subsequently, I dined in a company of sporting
people, when a relation of this horrid business was receiv-
ed with smiles, grins, and shrugs ! It spoiled my dinner.

• T related also, as above, the deplorable case of a game
little horse, called Hussar, by Snap, the property of that

sleek, smooth-tongued, fat-witted humbug Hull, the horse-
dealer. T met the horse on the road, coming to town from
Epsom, where he had run. He was lacerated and cut up
ahve, from shoulder to flank, his sheath torn to ribbons,

and his testes sorely and dangerously wounded. Arrived
at Epsom, I met Billy Barnes, then a young jockey of me-
rit, who come open mouthed to me, to inform me that he
had been the unfortunate executioner in the case, for which
he had hated himself ever since ; swearing, to use his own
words, that " if that rascal, Hull, would give him all he was
worth ; nay, he would even perish for want, rather than re-

peat such an act of blasted infamy.'* He had ridden the

horse before, unsuccessfully, though the poor little fellow

ran every yard of three four mile heats stoutly and honestly,

as he did in the second race, without flinching under all

the severity that was inflicted. Previously to the last race,

Hull chided his jockey for too great tenderness towards the

horse, and, though he was about to meet the same compe-
titors, with others of yet higher form, and Barnes assured

him of the impossibility of winning, this miscreant's orders

were—" Make him win or cut his bloody entrails out

—

mark—if you don't give him his bellyfull of whip, you ne-

ver ride again forme. I'll find horse if you'll find whip
and spur."

I have yet some addition to make to what I have said in

my former books, on old Frampton's aflair, the particulars

of which I defer ; the sum of them, however is, that the
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fact must be received as unquestionable, the attempted in-
validation of it being grounded in certain peculiar and not
very rational motives. But a Uuce with these horrors, of*
which I have yet too, too many in store. And now let me
address myself, with all humility, to that high bred, gener-
ous, and highly intellectual class, our sporting aristocracy,
beseeching theni to take this matter into their serious and
benevolent consideration, and to use their influence as such *
considerations may direct. The long continued success, in
the plan which I advocate, of the late Sir Charles Bunbury,
whom I knew in his youth, and with whose confidence I
was honoured during many years, is well known at New-
market, indeed by all who have any concern with the Turf.
Let me also address that respectable body of men, the joc-
keys of Newmarket, who ought to be thoroughly compe-
tent to the subject. I call upon the veteran and renowned
Buckle, Mr. Goodisson, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Chifney, to
turn this affair over in their minds, earnestly, sedately, and
fairly, since their opinions must necessarily be deemed of
great weight. As to Mr. Chifney, I well know that his fa-
ther loved the horse, and had a heart within his breast not
made of marble, and I trust this runs in the blood. Should
a jockey chance to awaken from his balmy and comfort-
able sleep during the night after a race, and a vision be
presented to him of the dreadful, restless, sore, and tortur-
ing situation of the horse which he had cut up alive the
day before, thence incapable of lying down, or of a mo-
ment's rest, what must be his reflections and feelings, if re-

flect and feel he can.

SECTION XLH.—Pedigree.

The Helmsly Turk of the Duke of Buckingham, either
in the latter end of the reign of James the First, or the be-
ginning of that of Charles, seems to have been the earliest

stallion noted in our racing pedigrees. I am driven again
over, with me, very old ground, by the curious enthusiasm
of certain writers a few years past and present, in the

Sporting Magazine, for the immaculate integrity of pedi-

gree, the faith of which, according to a late writer, M^

I
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Frewen—" should be preserved unsullied and suspicionlesa,
as the honour of Caesar's wife." Never having submitted
to implicit faith on any question, my watch words on all,
being audi alteram partem^ no wonder that my faith is not
sufficiently pliable on the present, though such, surely ra-
tional conduct, has brought me ill will. It will certainly
amuse many experienced persons, to observe this gentle-
man placing an unreserved dependance on the, no doubt,
pure and virgin scrupulosity with which all matters relative
to the Turf, must needs be, and ever are conducted. His
enthusiasm, however, being a little cooled by inquiry and
further reflection, he will probably see just cause for some
change of opinion on that point ; and as he appears to have
adopted my sentiments on other relative points, I should
not be surprised at his ultimately agreeing with me in those
at present at issue.

But as a preface to this branch of the subject, it becomes
me to acknowledge a very prominent error, into which no-
thing could have led me but ihdii humana incuria, from
which, fortuitously, no human being can be exempt. I al-
lude to my mistatement in the first volume of my Treatise
on Horses, respecting the pedigree, that is, the want of it,

in the famous racer Bay Bolton. No racer could have
a more perfect pedigree. I can account for my egregious
blunder no otherwise than, that I mistook Partner for Bay
Bolton, it depending on memory, in the print which I saw
at Dulwich. As to the famous Partner, there never was
any certainty respecting the integrity of his pedigree, al-
hough there may be this presumption in its favour, that a
stallion defective in blood is not so probable to get a racer,
as a mare in the similar predicament is to produce one. All
that was known of the pedigree of Partner's sire, Jigg, was,
that he was got by the Byerley Turk, his dam by old Span-
ker, but whether that dam was a thorough bred daughter
of Spanker or not, is unknown ; had it been known, little

doubt but it would have been published. In the mean time,
this Jigg was, according to Pick, a common country stal-

lion in Lincolnshire, and his time tallies with that of the
large horse called, " the farmer's horse," which according
to old report, attended markets and covered at fise shillings,

until he got a racer. The famous racer and stallion, Bloody
Buttocks had no pedigree.
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Nobody yet ever did, or ever could assert positively, that
Jigg was not thorough bred, but the case is very different
with respect to Sampson

; since nobody in the sporting
world, either of past or present days, ever supposed him so.
Nor was the said world at all surprised at Robinson's peo-
ple furnishing their stallion with a good and true pedigree,
a thing so much to their advantage. A bolder stroke still,
was aimed by the publisher of the third volume of Pick's
Turf Register, in the flashy portrait prefixed, of that grave
and sober animal the Darley Arabian, obviously worked up
from that of Highflier. Having formerly taken great pains
to obtain a copy for publication, of the only original portrait
in existence of the Darley Arabian, I noticed the above eye-
trap, when it first appeared ; and in a late advertisement
of the book, I observe, the said portrait is not mentioned.
Having seen a number of Sampson's immediate get, those
in the Lord Marquis of Rockingham's stud and others, and
all of them, Malton perhaps less than any other, in their
heads, size and form, having the appearance of being a de-
gree or two deficient in racing blood, I was convinced, that
tlie then universal opinion on that point was well grounded.

I was (in 1778) an enthusiast, collecting materials for a
book on the horse

; it happened, that I wanted a trusty and
steady man for a particular service, and opportunely for the
matter now under discussion, a Yorkshireman about three-
score years of age, was recommended to me, who had been
recently employed in certain stables. 1 soon found that
his early life had been spent in the running stables of the
north, and that he had known Sampson, whence he was aU
ways afterwards named by us, * Old Sampson ;' he was very
intelligent on the subject of racing stock, and his report was
as follows. He took the mare to Blaze, for the cover which
produced Sampson ; helped to bit and break the colt, rode
him exercise, and afterwards took him to Malton for his first

start, where, before the race, he was ridiculed for bringing
a great coachhorse to contend against racers. On the sale

of Sampson, this man left the service of James Preston,
Esq. and went with the colt, into that of Mr. Robinson.
His account of Sampson's dam, was, that she appeared
about three parts bred, a hunting figure, and by report, a
daughter of Hip, which, however, could not be authenti'^

eaXed \ and that such fact was then notorious and not dist
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puted in the Yorkshire stables. I do not remember the
mare being described to me as black, but how else could
Sampson have assumed that colour, seeing that Blaze his
sire and both the Hips were bay ; unless he inherited it

from the black Barb, grandsire of Blaze. Sampson was
one of the truest four mile horses that our Turf has pro-
duced, beating all the best racers of his time, and was but
once beaten, or even whipped, until in his last race, bis

eyes and constitution failed him, when he was beat by
Thwackum, which he had before beaten. Sampson also

proved a capital stallion, and though it was the fashion at
Newmarket, to blame Lord Rockingham for breeding from
such a horse, his Lordship had a string of fine and power-
ful horses, and among the most successful. The mares of
Engineer, a son of Sampson, were at one period, in great
request for the stud, and that blood runs through many of
our best pedigrees. Mr. Tattersall lately showed me a
portrait of Sampson in his flesh, in which his defect of
blood appears far more obvious than in one which I had of
him, galloping. I have been thus particular to demonstrate
by the most striking fact known, that the miss of a single
dip of true blood does not mar the racer, stallion or mare.
The last, or Carter's Driver, winner of so many country
plates, was generally known not to have been thorough
bred, and I was told by a groom who knew the horse, that
be appeared only three parts bred, a thing scarcely to be
credited.

The disputed pedigree of Eclipse, not indeed from de-
fect of blood, of which he had the maximum, has been of
late revived, with the usual ludicrous irritability against
those who controvert the opinion established grammatically
by custom ; it is indeed long by custom, but may be parsed
into short, or at least indifferent by revision. Another cir-

cumstance full as ludicrous, is the affectation now and then
afloat of undervaluing and sneering at the vast powers of
Eclipse, with the supposition of being able to post his equal
in speed, since ; for one example, in a little nag at New-
market, some ten to fifteen years past, named Donkey. But
facts are incorrigibly stubborn and restive. Where have
we ever found before or since, a racer which at will, not
only beat, but distanced all his competitors, and that never
met one able to live by his side, the space of fifly yards ?
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He was further distinguished by other and high qualifica-
tions

; in fact, as a racer, had the " universal tool"—speed,
jast spring as well as stride, stoutness, honesty, freedom'
from vice, ability to carry the highest weight, a certain and
capital foal getter. He, however, well deserved the epithet
I once bestowed upon him—* the capricious Eclipse.*
Though free from ill-nature, his play was somewhat rough,
and Sam Larner his groom, would not trust me alone with
him in his box. In a race, he would for a while, stride
along at his rate, when suddenly, his jockey, or the oppos-
ing horses having nothing to do in the affair, he would make
a tremendous burst, during which, no man living could
hold him, Oakley once making the experiment," which,
however, was altogether needless, since the horse volunta-
rily and knowingly, pulled himself up at the ending post

;

once getting the joke against O'Kelly at York, for provid-
ing a posse comitaius at the ending post to stop his run-
away kill devil. Eclipse was his own jockey, his rider hav-
ing nothing more to do than to sit fast, and hold hard. He
was about fifteen hands one half in height, his vast strength
lying in his loins and shoulders, and his muscular fulness.
VVhen in flesh, the top of his forehand was a table, and his
hinder train being elevated, he carried a saddle forward,
but fast. He looked a true English bred horse ; Marske
his reputed sire, appeared all over, wild and foreign. Gar-
rick, the reputed full brother to Eclipse, which I saw when
the property of Mr. Tattersall, had no family resemblance
whatever to Eclipse. The hone under Eclipse's knee was
not large, and his feet when I last saw them were not bad,
but subsequently neglected, O'Kelly, like many other sports-
men, knowing far more about betting upon horses, than of
the horses. There was no difficulty in training him, his
constitution was good ; in his sweats, he * puffed and blow-
ed like an otter,' and galloped * as wide behind as a barn
door.' His being not raced until five years old, it may be
presumed, was in conformity with the old and well ground-
ed maxim, that time should be allowed for the racer's joints

to knit. I never heard that he cut a hair in his paces.

The total eclipse of the sun in 176*4, on the morning
when this horse was foaled and thence named, was ominous
of his future glory and immortality in the deathless annals
of the English Turf, I well remember that midnight mom-

I

I.J

4 I



218 THE HOBSE.
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ing, when the cocks and hens hied to roost, and also our
glasses and great brewing tub in the garden filled with wa-
ter, the surface partly covered, for viewing the eclipsed
planet. I was then under the care of one of those parsona
made by that truly Rt. Hon. Richard Rigby, with his

twenty wives. It is not the least curious and remarkable
circumstance attending this celebrated horse, that the stud
groom, Bernard Smith, or some one in the stables of the
royal Duke, made a true prognosis of his future superiority,

whilst he was yet a foal, and that Wildman should get scent
of it, which appears by his posting to the Duke's sale, for

the sole purpose of obtaining this yearling ; but being too
late, or rather that the sale had begun a few minutes too
early for the given notice, he insisted on the colt's being
put up again, when he became the purchaser at a trifle be-

yond one hundred pounds. If the high opinion of this colt

arose from Marske his presumed sire, it must be by virtue

of his blood, certainly not of either his performances as a
racer, or his then reputation as a stallion ; it probably ra-

ther arose from the form and apparent powers of the colt.

Always, so far as I was informed, previous to Mr. Wild-
man, the sheep Salesman becoming possessed of Marske, it

was admitted without dispute, that Eclipse's dam, as is the

common custom in racing studs, missing to Marske, was
subsequently covered by Shakespeare, which horse had at

that period, left the north, and was either in Norfolk or the

vicinity of Newmarket ; but the mare came to Marske's
time, a circumstance, however, of such known uncertainty,

as to merit no dependence. The fact of this double cover

seems never to have been disputed, until Eclipse became
so celebrated, and that Wildman had got hold of Marske,
when doubtless it was a powerful interest with him, to in-

sist on the paternity of his racer for his own stallion, and to

endeavour to invalidate the fact of Eclipse's dam having

been covered by Shakespeare. Nempe, that is to say, for

I pretend to nothing further, so it appeared to others and
to me. In a conversation on the matter, with Sam Larner,

Eclipse's groom, he remarked, " now they say the mare
was not covered by Shakespeare ;" others also, of the ini-

tiated, introduced the self-same enigmatical now ; and be*

yond all this, * little Wildman knew what's what,'-«

-if'

111
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and that's as high,
As (money getting) wit can fly.

Thus the new version passed current, and in a late de-

.ar.f.'^'c^l^ ^T^^^ ^''''''''^ ^^'' Goodisson's authority,
and that of Mr. Sandiver the sporting surgeon of Newmar-
ket, Irom whom I have letters enough to make a little
pamphlet

;
but I verily believe, neither of them knew

ought of the matter. The oath sported, ^ that Eclipse was
got by Marske,^ is somethinor jike a joke. I shoulcl greatW
prefer the mare's oath of afliliation, had she been capable
of givmg It in verbis dictis. This oath by Bernard Smith
as stated, merely shows the stud groom's opinion

; had hemdeed sworn, that to the best of his knowledjre, and he
must have known that the mare was not covered bv Shake
speare, it would have been definitive. The report was
current, that exclusive of his opinion, he had other rea^^ons
in support of his oath

; the silence of the keeper of the
match book in this afl-air, may be well matched with thesame silence m the affair of Sampson. But all this fussmade by Wildman, excited by interest on the Turf; all was
apathy about the matter there. It never made the diffe-
rence between five to four, and six to four,—* who got who
so many years ago.' In the Duke of Cumberland's sale at
J attersall's, Marske was sold for about ten pounds, and
covered on the New Forest, at half a guinea. He after-
wards passed into the hands of a farmer of Dorsetshire or
that vicinity : and so soon as Eclipse's worth became
known, Wildman, whose native talent never lagsed, wal-
loped away to this farmer, who thought himself well quit, •

at the price of twenty pounds, of such a burden as the in-
ferior and low priced stallion, Marske

; which, however,m due time, and being the property of Lord Abincrdon
was put up to cover at two hundred guineas a mare.

°
'

Neither Eclipse, nor any of his slock, so far as I have
seen or heard, at all resembled the Marskes, either in co-
lour or indeed in any other respect. Marske's stock were
generally like their sire, brown, or of a chesnut, distinct
from that colour in those of Eclipse and his get. Marske,
so called from the place where bred, in Yorkshire, was a
deep brown, with no white but a strip around the coronary
ring of his near hinder hoof ; short backed, and legged,

^
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large and high crested, and of great power ; his head,
countenance, and muzzle were remarkably coarse, resem-
bling the Sampsons, and his ears short like those of a cart-

horse. Eclipse was long backed like his dam, (Spilletta

by Regulus), with a remarkable fine head and muzzle ;

and the only point in which he resembled Marske was be-
ing high behind. I frequently saw his dam, bay, about fif-

teen hands high, bony, with the Regulus blaze in her face.

Being informed many years since, that a man of the name
of Tyndal, living at Kingston, had formerly in O'Kelly's
service, and looked after and ridden Eclipse exercise, I

last year called upon him ; he was indeed in that service,

but did not look after, or ride Eclipse, but Milksop, which
stood in the same stable. He agreed with me generally

respecting Eclipse, remarking that he was master of any
weight. The Eclipse stock in general resembled Shake-
speare and his stock, in colour, whiting, temper, and so ge-
nerally indeed, as to make a near consanguinity very obvi-

ous or probable ; as to colour, it appeared so to me in

viewing Pincher, Diana, Falstaff, and others. There was
beside, a considerable likeness to Eclipse in Pincher, with
regard to temper and qualification, so far as that went.
The reader is referred to the History of the Horse, for the
portraits of Shakespeare and Eclipse confronted in the

same plate. As to pedigree and performance, probably

the palm must be conceded to Shakespeare, assuredly for

the latter. Both horses had the blood of Bartlett's Chil-

ders in them, Shakespeare an additional dip, through Alep-

po, of the Darley Arabian, with two mares in his pedigree

of the highest repute in racing annals, his dam, being the

little Hartlymare, (dam also of Blank, and such a number
of capital racers), grandam the famous Flying Whig. I

regret that I cannot assign to my greatest favourite of his

time, Marske, the sireship of the renowned Eclipse ; but

the whole of this is a matter of the most trifling conse-

quence, about which to waste useful ink and paper, in fact

well merits that ridicule which it will no doubt encounter.

Surely, however, it is the most windy speculation of the

two, to contend velis et remis^ omnibus nervis for the sire-

ship of Marske, when every particle of private interest has

been so long defunct, and no public concern exists, or

ever did exist ; the thing then cannot be better illustrated
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and matched, than by tipping a stave from the old elegant

^on inS r n^^ ""^^r^^
^"^^^«' ^ temerarious quota

l?n ? th
' '"'"'"; '" !^r ^^y^ of chivalrous purit/; but

1 trust, the example of Matthews will be my apology, ifnot my defence
;
and I am sure my old and good fri;ndAdolphus will laugh, and also Nimrod and Co.

Dolly Bushel let a ,

Jenny Wathen found it.

And she carried it to mill,

Where Doctor Warren ground it.

I sing Doodle Dandy.

SECTION XLH.

There can be no doubt, that Eclipse derived much of

nnrKrfr''?^"' ^^^ advantage of having to undergono debihtating labour until he had attained his full strength,
his bones had become consolidated, and his sinews endow-
ed with their utmost tenseness and vigour. Would not
then, an occasional recourse to the old maxim of notstart-
'"^^

r u ? ^^^'*' ""^^^ ^ ^^^^ o'' fi"y of ^he purest blood,
and ot high promise, be a rational speculation ? It is to
purchase a ticket in the lottery of the Turf, for the chance
of drawing a Childers or an Eclipse. Such must yet be
drawn, for it cannot be supposed, that mother nature has
cast away the mould from which she formed those rare
specimens. 1 he vast importance of the weight carried bv
a horse, with respect to the speed and continuance he may
be able to exert, is quite level with common sense aided
by reflection. The ancient writers on matching horses,
seemed to think very lightly of the difference which could
be made by seven pounds

; but horses being equally match-
ed and jockeyed, three or four pounds, or probably even
less, may turn the scale, more especially with young ones
Every trainer knows the great disadvantage to a horse,
that from the hghtliess of his rider, has to carry dead
weight, an item that should be present to the mind in mak-
ing a match. The circumstance, however, that in our ra-
cing regulations, weights are always settled according to

i
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age, without regard to size, seems to militate against the

known general principle in Ihat respect ; this must arise

from the difficulty of the case, and the uncertainty of handy

capping, which I have observed, does not always give ge-

neral satisfaction. Another not uncommon occurrence,

has beyond all, imprest me with ideas of anomaly and diffi-

culty in this affair of weight. A small, but capital racer,

not apparently master perhaps of more than ten or twelve

stone, shall beat over the course, at even weights, one of

the same age, able to carry fifteen or sixteen stone, and

yet a known good runner. This seems to show the supe-

riority of speed over the effect of weight, and to sanction

the general racing regulations. I have already advertedto

the barbarous rule of the old Turf, crossing and jostling,

perhaps the most famous example of which, upon record,

was the race over the course, by Pyrrhus and Mambrino.

Until within some twenty years past, crossing was under-

stood in every match, unless specifically interdicted in the

article, by the words * no crossing.'' This rule has been

abolished, and the utmost care has been taken by the Joc-

key Club, to prevent any collision of the kind ; as it has

been made obligatory on the jockies in a race, not to

change their ground within three lengths one of the other,

whether leading or following ; and in every match, they

toss up at the starting post, for the whip hand : thus the

former practice in the case is completely reversed, since

now, should a crossing match be made, it could not be run

without its being declared such before starting ; in short,

every thing in our general system, which regards the

training and racing the horses, is conducted upon the most

liberal, considerate, and fair principles, with one only ex-

ception, that of the extreme severity used towards the ra-

cers at the run in.

[ have often heard and read of a comparison between the

racers of past and present times. It did not originate with

me. Now to bring it to a point, can either Zinganee, Cad-

land, or Mameluke, or a better horse than either, if a bet-

ter can be found, run a mile at Newmarket, with eight

stone seven pounds, in one minute four seconds and a half,

or over the Beacon Course with the same weight, in seven

minutes twenty seconds ? These performances actually

took place, and the horses which were timed to them, were
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^fterwards beat agamst their will, and as it appeared by
their runmng, there were certain horses, perhaps half a
score, exclusive of Eclipse, between 1770 and 1780 able
to exceed considerably the above performance; but these
things are forgotten or rather generallv unknown. It isslow and tiresome, to look into the lonir back ground of
the past. Antiquity and novelty have changed hands, and
that which is the oldest is now the novelty. As a produc-
tive racer Shark by Marsk, stood first of all that had pre-
ceded, arul perhaps of all that have succeeded hini. lie
never lelt Newmarket, where he hid thirtv-six en^Mcre-
ments, starting twenty-nine times, of which'he won nine-
teen, at all distances, from a quarter and half a mile to four,
but chiefly the latter. l[,s w.r.nin<rs i„ four years, amount-
ed to sixteen thousand and fifty seven guineas, exclusive of
the Clermont cup, one hundred and twenty guineas, eleven
hhds of Claret, and the whip. Deducting his Ws and
forfeits, the balance in his favour, amounted to twelve thou-
sand one hundred and eighty seven guineas. lie was in-
jured by too early and constant work, thence his le<rg were
apt to swell

;
liud he bcfn n.o.c favoured, probably no

horse of his day would have beaten him. Shark Picrcrot
born to be wrongheaded and unfortunate, refused the c'^reat
price offered by Lord Grosvcnor, (according to the^then
report, ten thousand guineas) for this horse' immediately
on his being taken out of training.

Never before was Newmarket so well attended, or the
town sa fidl at a first meeting, as at the late Craven Meet-
ing. Tiie old story—

< things run taper at Newmarket '

was no longer, indeed had long since ceased to be applica-
ble. Money for e^ery sportinir purpose was current in a
flowing tide, no interruption from tlie political dispute on
gold and paper. As to Epsom and Ascot, the chosen few
only could see the races ; the majority journeyed only to
behold enormous assemblies of population. It is discour-
aging, that notwithstanding all the solicitude and care ac-
tually taken, an accident happened at Ascot, on the Thurs-
day, almost immediately on the horses starting for the Roy-
al Stakes. Dockeray upon Lord Exeter's Ada, having
the inside ground, seeing a man on horseback exactly in
his way, pulled aside to avoid him, when the fellow from
stupidity or affright, got still more into the way, and Ada

« ^
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coming in contact with his horse, fell, and rolled over
his rider, who luckily escaped with a few hruises. Ro-
binson upon Sycorax, had a very narrow escape, clearing

the intruder by about half a foot. To take this matter into
serious consideration, the life and limbs of the riders, the
safety of the horses, perhaps of a horse of high worth, upon
the safety and success of which, vast sums may be depend-
ing, surely no precautions can be too great, or too minute
and particular. In country courses populously attended,
and where so many Johnny Raws, flushed with the sports,

exhibit their freedom from all thought and all care, it would
not even be too much to rail in the course for a mile ; or
sufficiently, both at the starting place and ending ; the ex-
pense could form no object.

The nominations for the Derby at Epsom, Doncaster,
and York, for the present year, and there for years to come,
are numerous beyond all precedent ; the sums in sweep-
stakes are heavier than ever, but probably it has not of late

been customary to make matches for so large sums as

formerly, for example, of a thousand, or several thousand
guineas.

If I venture to say a few words on the customary mo-
rality of the Turf, I must agree, that the nature of the case
will not admit of its being too straight laced in certain par-
ticulars. It seems there necessarily must be manoeuvre
and stratagem in horse racing. I allude chiefly to a horse
* running to win,' or not, at the option, and according to

the interest of his proprietor ; the general understanding
of this, is, or ought to be, the security of the betters. They
are, however, now and then had at this lock, and do not
fail to make loud complaints, until fortune oflier to them-
selves the opportunity of advantageously playing the same
game. This stratagem has yet been too often practised

indefensibly, ofwhich I remember a very palpable instance.

A capital horse was matched against one of very inferior

form, over the Beacon Course. The odds in betting were
very high on the former, and ten to one against the latter

which proved the winner ; nobody doubted of the match
being a partnership concern. Certainly, trying horses will

never be entirely laid aside, but it is by no means so fre-

quent and regular as formerly, when old racers earned con-

siderable sums as trial horses* The late Sir Charles Bun-
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bury said to me on a particular occasion—* I have no no-
tion of trying my horses for other people's information.'
Many hordes have been killed in trials; for example.
Spanking Roger of old, and Sailor of late years, both at
r^ewmarket. A few more words may not be thrown away
Here, on the ticklish business of commencing an encraffe-
ment on the Turf. No doubt the breeding and training
two or three colts and fillies, may be a pleasant way of los-mg money, but there cannot be much rational expectation
of winning, from an attempt on so small a scale, when in
the most numerous and extensive studs, so few horses are
bred that are really worth training. The safest mode of
proceeding for a beginner, granting the term safety can be
any way applied to so precarious an undertaking, is to
watch the opportunity of purchasing at a moderate price,
a reputed or known runner which has not become too stale
trom work

;
such opportunities are of frequent occurrence,

more especially towards the end of the season. The pro-
fession of betting without any concern in training, is cer-
tainly a pleasant one

; and one, which in my early youth,
1 had an ardent desire to have adopted

; when, mirabile
dictu, I had the wit to discover that I was too slow to be
worth training

;
m short, utterly unqualified for so arduous

an attempt. I should never, like a late commission man
in the betting line, have profited sufficiently to be able to
furnish my kitchen with solid plate saucepans and grid-
irons. In this case particularly, the nosce teipsum is of
wonderful importance.
The late Mr. Cline, the surgeon, of the highest reputem his profession, and whom I knew, in the commencement

of his professional career, at Guy's Hospital, published
some years since, a small tract on breedin^r horses, upon
which, at the time, I published a few remarks. It has been
the custom among the periodicals, to introduce, occasion-
ally, this gentleman's maxims. But, however plausible his
theory may be, there is one irreparable defect in it, that of
practical experience. The groundwork of his theory is,

the union of a large mare with a small horse. Now our
unequalled and unquestionable improvements have not ori-
ginated in any such practice. A large, roomy mare, in-
deed, is usually a prize in the stud, but we generallv choose
to match her with a still larger horse. On the racing stud,
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and on training the racer, t would warmly and earnestly
recommend Mr. DarvilPs book, published by Ridgeway.
Never before was such a book written in any language, so
replete with those minute but indispensable particulars of
practice, without a thorough skill in which, no groom, or
trainer, can be complete in his business, and by a writer
who has personally performed his part throughout the
whole of the practice. This is the true book of reference
for every stud and training groom, and every jockey. The
ancient trainers kept their nags going to some tune, if by
breathings we are to understand sweats. Mark ham, in his

Cavalaricey says, they took their racers out twice a day to-

exercise, and breathed them twice a week. But, perhaps,
by their breathings we are to understand only brushing
gallops.

According to report on the Turf, the prices of our high-

est reputed racers have varied between two and four thou-

sand guineas, which Inst fuim was ihp. j)iict; given for the

Colonel and Mameluke. Zinganee was originally sold for

three thousand guineas, but on the morning of the race,

previously to his beating Mameluke, the Colonel, and Cad-
land, for the gold cup, at Ascot, Lord Chesterfield pur-

chased him of Mr. Chifncy. The race was won in a high

form, and the noble Lord is now the proprietor of the best

horse in England; and, as is supposed, the best that has

appeared upon the Turf during some years. According to

newspaper authority, as to the authenticity of which 1 know
nothing, Lord Chesterfield gave for Zinganee two thousand

five hundred guineas, a contingent five hundred to be al-

lowed to Chifiicy, as jockey, in case of his winning ; Lord
Chesterfield to keep the cup, and Chifney the stakes. This

precipitate measure is said to have been his Lordship's only

chance of escape from the conse(]uenccs of his betting book,

and Chifney's best incitement to winning the race. Lord
Chesterfield is understood to have made no money by his

bargain. The price of a good known racer, fit for the

general business of the course, may be staled as between

'

five hundred and one thousand guineas.

The races i^i devant of Lilly IIoo, have been lately re-

vived and dignified with the name of St. Albans ; and as

his Grace of St. Albans resides in the county, and, more-

over, has royal racing blood in his veins, we residents in
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Middlesex would fain hope that the noble duke will send a
winnmg horse to St. Albans next season. In looking over
Pick's Turf Register, I was much surprised to find no ac-
count of Crofts' Brilliant, one of the best, if not the best
horse of his day, since he beat Matchem against his will
over the course at Newmarket. Mr. Crofts was Sir Charles
Banbury's turf preceptor. At the same time I was amus-
ed by the account of King Herod and Ascham, both aged,
and I beheve strong horses, running over the course at
Newmarket for a thousand guineas, at five stone seven
pounds and six stone. In the first Spring Meeting of the
present year, the very extraordinary occurrence took place
of a dead heat with three racers, and the race was run
over agam. I never before heard of, during my time, nor
do I recollect ever reading of such an occurrence.

For Turf reference Books, the followincr are in con-
stant request and use ; Weatherby's Racing Calendar,
published annually, containing accounts of all the races in
Britain and Ireland, and of the transactions of the Cock-
pit

;
also abstracts of the Acts of Parliament relative to

horse-racmg
; King's Plate articles ; the form of a Certi-

ficate o( winning ; Give and Take weights ; description of
a Post and Handy Cap match ; Rules and Orders of the
Jockey Club, and concerning Racing in general ; the Co-
lours worn by the Riders of the chief sporting Noblemen
andXjentlemen

; the number and lengths of the various
courdss at Newmarket ; Stallions to cover during the fol-

lowing season, with a variety of other relative particulars.
Weatherby's General Stud Book, containing the Pedi-
grees of Race Horses, from i\\e earliest accounts. This
book was first published in 1791, and is continued periodi-
cally. Pick's Turf Register, in three volumes, the last
published a few years since, gives a history, in many cases
a very particular and interesting one, of all known racers
from the commencement of the regular Turfsystem in Eng-
land, their races, winnings, purchase, sales, with the dates
of their death. There is also a Racing Calendar pub-
lished annually at York. But here, in the South, Mr. Wea-
therby's books, like Aaron's rod, swallow up all the rest.

Race horses take their ages from Mayday. A distance
consists of two hundred and forty yards.

The following ajjbrevlations are peculiar to the Turf—
u 2

:iA

4
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h. horse—g. gelding—m. mare—c. colt—f. filly—p. poney—b. bay—bL black—br. brown-gr. grey—ch. chestnut—ro. roan~d. dun—yrs. years—gs. guineas—sov. sove-
reigns—h. ft. half torfeit— ft. forfeit—pd. paid—p. p. play
or pay—dr. drawn—dis. distanced—y. young.
Of the twelve Courses in present use at Newmarket—

B. C. Beacon Course-R. C. Round Course—Y. C. Year-
ling Course—Ab. M. Abingdon Mile—An. M. Ancaster
Mile—B. M. Bunbury Mile—R. M. Rowley Mile—D I.
Ditch in—D. M. Ditch Mile—T. M. M. the Two Middle
Miles of B. C—A. F. Across the Flat—T. Y. C. the Two
Year Old Course.

The King's Chair on the top of tlie hill, Newmarket
heath, upon which * the merry monarch,' Charles the Se-
cond, used to enjoy a view of the horses taking their exer-
cise, has been, 1 understand, many years removed. It was
formerly a favourite custom with persons attached to the
Turf, to visit this part of the heath annually, on a certain
day in the Spring, for the purpose of seeing the horses,
both they and the lads being in their new clothes, take
their gallop up to the King's Chair.

SECTION XLIfl.

—

The Animal Question.

My first essay on the duties of man towards those ani-
mals committed by nature to his charge, was at the early
age of fifteen years

; and though in the heat of youth, and
during the hurry of the afTiirs of the world, 1 regret to
have made too many breaches of practice, I have yet che-
rished the innate principle throughout life, and feel myself
urged to pursue my destiny to the end, in however great a
degree,, ungracious and unpopular the theme. From my
first contributions to the periodical press, I have embraced
as many opportunities as where within my power, of intro-
ducing the subject, and have never written any book on
the care and management of animals, wherein that impor-
tant branch has been neglected. In my two volumes on
the horse, originally published in 1796, together with the
additions to the third edition, I have enlarged more than in
iny other of my publications. Certain critics made them-
selves merry with the phrase, * rights of beasts,' the ancient
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JUS animalium; but it is scarcely possible they could be
seriously unaware that, I could intend nothing further than
those natural claims which the brute creation has on the
justice and compassion of rational man.

Mr. Erskine, subsecpiently Lord Erskine, somewhat up-
wards of twenty years since, brought a bill mto parliament,
for the purpose of conij)lcting the social and moral svstem,
by giving legislative protection to animals, which, in their
unprotected and helpless state, were left exposed to the
most wanton and cruel inflictions, even under the idea of
sport, not only from the naturally insensible, and from in-
clination actively barbarous, but from that great mnjority
of mankind, the unthinking and the unretlectinir, and pre'-

judiced followers of custom ! Notwithstanding" the force,
eloquence, and pathos of Mr. Erskine's address, and the
utter insignificance of those arguments, whether logical or
practical, which were brought to bear upon hiin, his bill
was thrown out. Ridicule seems to have constituted the
ground of the chief argument used against the bill, a too
plain indication of that kind of principle with which it was
desired io imbue the vulgar and uniiiforn)ed mind. In
spite of the ill success of Mr. Erskino's bill, the attempt
conferred infinite moral benefits on the country. From
that period men began to think, and the grosser sports
and trespasses on the feelings of animals became some-
what on the decline. Many of those dens of torture and
horror, in which that minion of cruelty, the bearish and
surly Broughton and his myrmidons, had used to officiate,

under the highest patronage, were shut up and deserted
;

although we have yet too many of our modern pifSy where
the rising generation are initiated in that kind of morality.
About the same time also, the abomination of throwintr at
cocks in Shrovetide, with several other antique national
barbarisms and fooleries, began to be discontinued, and, it

may be hoped, are now nearly forgotten.

In the year 1822, arose another humane and considerate
advocate for the claims of animals on our national justice,

in the person of Richard Martin, Esq. of Galway, M. P.
From the favourable change which had, to a certain degree,
supervened, inducing a somewhat milder tone of national
sentiment, Mr. Martin succeeded in obtaining the enact-
ment of a law, which invested animals with rights under

a
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the social contract. He enjoys Ihe honour with his con-

temporary philanthropists (for the love of human and brute

nature is a congenial sentiment,) and will stand recorded

to the latest posterity, as having arduously laboured for,

and first succeeded in that extraordinary change in our le-

gislation ; but the bill, as might be expected on such a sub-

ject, and in the face of so much opposition, was necessarily

imperfect ; however, still great and important the advan-

tage obtained, a considerable number of animals were
placed. under legal protection, whilst others, having equal

claims from their feelings, and even greater liability to ab-

use, were entirely and indefensibly excluded from the pale

of mercy. Mr. Martin previously to his second attempt,

did me the honour to call on, and consult me, and my un-

reserved opinion was, that nothing further could be required

of the legislature with reason or eflect, than a general pro-

tection for animals, and the absolute prohibition and putting

down of all baiting and torture, whether of bulls, badgers,

bears, or any other beasts. But contrary to my expecta-

tions, the enthusiasm of this philanthropist got the better of

him, and he became disposed to expect much more than

the legislature could, scarcely even with possibility, grant.

The clergy of the church of England have exerted them-

selves most particularly and most meritoriously in this sa-

cred cause. A great number of tracts have been perio-

dically published by them, since that excellent one, (Pri-

mates Duty of Mercy to Brute Animals,) which has been

lately republished, with notes and illustration?, by the Rev.

A. Broome. This gentleman is the humane and zealous

founder of the present Society for the Protection of Animals,

towards the duties of which, no one has contributed with

greater zeal, enthusiasm, and assiduity, than the honorary

secretary, Lewis Gompertz, Esq. The society has the pa-

tronage and countenance of noblemen, ladies, and gentle-

men, of high rank and influence in the country, among
whom may be reckoned some of acknowledged first-rate

talent. The recent bill brought into parliament by C. N.

Pallmer, Esq. M. P. for Surrey, and a worthy patron of the

Animal Society, for the purpose of remedying a defect in

Mr. Martin's Act, was thrown out by too large a majority

to allow of any present hope. The bill was in course ad-

vocated by that constant and never failing friend of liberty
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and humanity, Mr. William Smith. The adverse argu-
ments were of the usual tenor. The old huirbear ahstrac-
tton, and the insuperable difficulty o{ line-drawing, formed
ihQ burden of the loorical fund. But a late great and since
deeply regretted statesman, a late convert however, de-
clared m Ins place in parliament, that all governments ought
to be conducted on abstract principles ; there is no doubt
ot this, as the ground work and foundation of all that is just
and right in human aflairs

; at the same time, every expe-
rienced political moralist is aware of that discrimination, of
those compromises and allowances, independently of which,
the aflairs of the world could not proceed. But we are
not thence to take it for granted, that abstraction may be
lawfully concreted for the benefit ofprivate interest, of fraud,
of monopoly; far less for such a purpose, which surely
cannot be intended, as that of pandering to the horrible,
unnatural, and barbarous propensities of the drecrs and scum
of human society. 'J'hc abstract principle of ri<rht, in order
to its practicability and preservation, must be left to mode-
rate Itself, which it will invariably eflect by its own natural,
or the legitimate necessity of tlie case, to which all men
must submit.

Est modus in relms ; sunt ccrti deniquefines,
Quos ultra citraque nequit consistere rectum.

But having formerly and elsewhere dilated to a conside-
rable extent, as above said, I must now confine myself to a
few strictures on the rationale, the religious or binding part,
and the morality of the subject. Js justice a simple and
indivisible principle, and equally due to animals burdened
with the same wants as ourselves, and endowed with simi-
lar feelings and aflections, as it is from rational man to
his fellow man ? is there any force or obligation in the
beautiful old Hebrew text, ' the mercitui man is merciful
to his beast V It is probable that no one of the present
day will be hardy or hardened enough, to answer these
questions in the negative ; nevertheless, too many there are
in this great and glorious country, even of the superior and
educated classes, and amidst the highest religious preten-
sions, who take a strange and unnatural delight in witness-
ing the affrights and alarms of helpless and devoted animals,
and in the horrid spectacle of their bodies torn to pieces,

j
fi
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and their lives worn out by slow and lingering tortures

!

Such are the ecstatic pleasures enjoyed in our pUsf and at

our bull rings ; this may even be said to compose a great
part of the education of our youth, as having a tendency to

endow them with hardihood and courage, and is defended
in the senate, and even enjoined as a duty by an act of the

legislature I It has been said, that the law ought not to in-

terfere, but in case of a breach of the peace. Does it then
follow, that the grossest and most horrible atrocities may
be perpetrated under the pretence of sport, granting it be
done snugly and covertly, and no breach of the peace be
made ? What ideas are here held forth, wherewith to im-
bue the vu!,_ ar mind ; thus, when any favourite interest is

in view, a dispensation is at hand for the greatest enormi-
ties. If brute animals be comprehended within the scheme
of general justice, if they are objects of legislative protec-

tion, they thence derive a legal, in addition to their natural

right, to be secured from unjust and wanton aggression,

from being baited^ or staked down to the torture. Such
treatment is the abuse, not the fair and honest use of them,

and he or they, who have committed that abuse, have com-
mitted a crime, a fraud. A man may take the life, such is

the compulsive plan of nature and of reason, but no man
can have a property in the torture of his beast. The plea

for retaining this ancient barbarism of baiting animals to

death by way of amusement, is, that it is an act of compla-
cence and condescension to the labouring classes, who
ought, as well as their superiors, to be indulged in their re-

creative sports : this certainly wears too much the appear-

ance of a sham plea ; indicating but too plainly, that an
attachment to cruel sports, grounded on ancient prejudice,

is by no means confined to the lower people. There seems,

however, no danger apprehended, or hesitation used, in res-

training those in their harmless pastimes, by interdicting

skittles, this or that game ; the whole dread and apprehen-

sion subsists in withholding from them the indispensable

gratification of dipping their hands in blood, and the exer-

cise of the most fiendish and diabolical barbarity. This

surely must afford a rare moral lesson to a population, un-

fortunately become the most immoral and profligate in Eu-
rope. But in fact, the labouring classes of this country

are not so needy ar '^ deficient in sports and amusements,
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however they may be in the solid and serious means of sub-
sistence, as to be unable to spare one single item from the
list; and if I know any thing of their habits and manners,
tiiey are not the class who would most regret the loss of
animal baiting, they would still have remaining, a super-
abundant variety of sportive exercises (would that those
employments by which their daily bread must be earned
were also abundant) and might be induced to abandon bait'
ing with little opposition and few murmurs

; and with the
aid of so salutary a lesson, and by the instructions of those
whose duty it is to watch over the public morals, they
might be brought to concede to poor beasts that fair play
Which they have been taught to allow to each other in their
pugilistic contests. As to the fair contests of men or beasts
whether in the race or combat, I apprehend there is no
considerable party in this country, disposed to call for ale-
gal prohibition of them. Excesses, indeed, may occasion-
ally arise, which the law at present in force, is, or may be
rendered fully competent to repress ; and there can be no
greater difficulty in * drawing the line' in this, than occurs
in such a variety of other human concerns.
The following picture of a bull bait, celebrated last

autumn at Smilhwick, was drawn by a surgeon, an inhabit-
ant of that town, and an eyewitness. " The bull was brought
to the stake on Monday, and very early in the contest,
about three inches were torn off" his tongue, that he could
afterwards neither eat nor drink, nor retain the spirit to de-
fend himself; yet he was again brought to the stake on
Tuesday, and again on Wednesday ; and on the Wednes-
day evening he was seen creeping towards the slaughter-
house, with his poor mangled remains of life, after the rate
of a quarter of a mile an hour, attended and goaded on by
an infuriated rabble of human demons, there to be slaugh-
tered for human food/' I may venture to say, that throucrh-
out the long course of years, in which I have known^'or
seen accounts of bull baiting, there has not one passed, in
which similar or greater atrocities have not been perpe-
trated

; but those tortures which are inflicted on the tame
and mild spirited beast, in order to excite his passion and
resistance, are absolutely too horrible and damnable for
recital

! The fautors of this sport boast of its wonderful
efficacy in teaching men courage and contempt of danger;
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but surely it is but a theoretical and second hand mode of

acquiring courage, whilst the aspirants themselves are in

periect security and freedom from suffering or danger, wit-

nessing only a poor and helpless beast exposed. The an-

cient combats between men and beasts must have been a

more spirit-stirring spectacle, fellow men being engaged.

St. Paul tells, * thrice have I fought with beasts at Ephesus'

—now if a number of our most dashing and emulous bull

baiters could be induced each patriotically to take a bull's

place, the example would be great and glorious, and must

have a miraculous effect on our national courage.

The noble Earl Grosvenor lately presented a petition to

the House of Lords against bull baiting, and the friends of

humanity will be sure of the noble Lord's powerful assis-

tance, whenever a prospect shall arise of favourable legis-

lation on the case, or of erasing from our statute books a

law which is a national disgrace, the existence of which

ought to crimson the cheeks of every Briton with shame.

Two of the judges have decided, that bulls were not inti-

tuled to the benefit of Martin's act, notwithstanding the

comprehensive phrase * all other cattle,' is explicitly and

unreservedly used. A similar legal absurdity in France,

referring to the terms sheep and rams, has lately promoted

the escape of a felon from justice. This is no doubt a legal

profundity which neither I, nor many thousands more of

wiser men, are profound enough to bring within the pale of

common sense, or possible legal use or necessity, otherwise

than in the furtherance of chicane and fraud. But doctors

of law, as well as of physic, differ
; two barristers have

given an opinion favourable to the bull, and some future

judge and jury may probably entertain a similar opinion.

i wish to see the case subject to the decision of an indepen-

dent, intelligent, and warm-hearted English jury ; in the

mean time, the affair is obviously in the hands of the reflect-

ing, enlightened, and humane part of the people of Eng-

land, undoubtedly a most numerous body, and would they

make it a common cause, testifying as much by the number

of their petitions, parliament could no longer refuse the

prayer. The establishment of societies for animal protec-

tion in our large provincial towns and cities, would have the

best moral effects ; and as to the London Society, the name»

engaged in it are our guarantee, leaving us no apprehen-

'•• '*
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sion for the continuance of that zeal, and assiduity which
they have hitherto shown, and of that reasonable share of
success which they have experienced. Nihil est tarn diffi-
die aut durum, quod non solertia vincat.

Tho' this my life has unsuccessful been.
For who can this Augean stable clean ?

My generous end I will pursue in death.
And at (hard hearts) rail with my parting breath.

APPENDIX.
Law of wagers.—A wager on a race-horse is legal,

provided the race which is the subject of the bet, be run
for fifty pounds or upwards, or twenty-five pounds deposit-
ed by each party

; but horse races against time on a high-
way, or for a stake of less than fifty pounds are illegal. °A
wager upon an indiflferent matter, which has no tendency
to produce any public mischief, or individual inconvenience
is legal

; but to make the wager legal, the subject matter
of it must be perfectly innocent, and have no tendency to
impolicy or immorality. A wager between the voters on
the event of an election, or concerning the produce of the
revenue, or tending to inconvenience or degrade the courts
ofjustice, or concerning an abstract question of law, or le-

gal practice, in which the parties have no interest, is illegal

and void. A cock-match, or wager upon it, is illegal—so
a wager prejudicial to the interest or feelings of a third
person, as on the sex of a person, is illegal. A wager
whether an unmarried woman had borne a child, was held
void. A wager tending to restrain marriage is void. A
person may lay a wager on his own age, and there is no
illegality in betting a rump and dozen. Notes of a Law-
yer.

Extractfrom the Transactions of the Society for Pre-
venting Cruelty to Animals, in their annual meeting at

the Crown and Anchor Tavern, on Tuesday 2nd June,
1829, Sir George Duckett Bart in the Chair; "After
many instances brought forward of cruelty to horses, the

speakers congratulated the meeting, that the coach pro-

X
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pnetors were cooperating with them in their exertions,
and had formed themselves into a committee, so that pas-
sengers witnessing cruelty on the part of any coachman, if
they laid the case before this Committee, the coachman
would most assuredly meet with that punishment which his
conduct deserved, for it was the wish, as well as the inter-
est of the coach proprietors, to put an end to that system
of cruelty which at one time existed—at the same time,
such cruelty was now, they were happy to say, not fre-
quently witnessed." This, no doubt, is an advance ; the
society further stands in need of some allies among the re-
spectable horse dealers and butchers, classes, in which, as
well as in all others, there must necessarily be men of intel-
ligence and humanity

; Mr. Protheroe is a striking exam-
ple of this.

Smithfield.—This infernal den of cruelty, impolicy,
national waste and disgrace, still remains in statu quo,
from the old influence of corporation interests and uncon-
querable prejudice. About twenty years since, at the sug-
gestion of Lord Somerville, I concerted a plan with the
late Mr. Edward Cotterill, then largely concerned in the
provision trade, for the removal of Smithfield market to a
considerable distance north of the metropolis, and for the
establishments of other cattle markets in the south and
west, all slaughtering of cattle to be restricted, as in France,
to the outskirts of the town. Mr. Cotterill, whom I had
known many years, then in the Commission of the peace,
used his utmost influence among his friends, and the plan
was laid before the governing parties in the city, but with-
out the slightest hope of success. It no doubt presented a
variety of difficulties. Another plan, however, which was
unattended with any other difl[iculty than the redoubtable
bravery of the butchers, failed equally of success ; one
which Lord Somerville had much at heart. This was to
substitute the continental practice oUaying or pithing cat-
tle, for the old English one of knocking them down. Mr.
Cotterill saw, among a number of other examples, a bull
seg receive seventeen blows with the pole axe, before the
miserable beast received his quietus, in the mean time bel-
lowing in a most piteous and horrible manner ! the fellow
all the while, most courageously brandishing the axe in the
face of the fast bound, affrighted, and tortured animal I
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Lord Somerville's man laid or pithed with the knife, in the
neck between the horns, twelve oxen in a few minutes, the
beasts dropping down instantaneously, as if shot. Proper
pithing knives were sent to the Victualing Office, but none
of the butchers would make use of them: this favourable
and most convenient practice however, is said to have been
introduced of late years, into Lincolnshire and the adjoin-
ing counties.

The Sock and leathern sole Shoe. Shoeing hor-
ses in this mode, has of late become somewhat frequent in
the metropolis

; yet strange as it may seem, few of those
most interested in it, whether farriers or keepers of horses,
can give any account of it, by whom, or at what period, it

was introduced. I have been informed generally, that it

may have been in use about two or three years. I sent an
account of it, which was inserted in the July Sporting Ma-
gazine, to the following purport. « The sock is composed
of prepared hair, first immersed in a mixture which imparts
to it perpetual moisture, affording a regular and even pres-
sure on every part of the under surface of the hoof. The
sock, or padding, is placed next the sole ; the leather sole
upon the sock exactly fitting the whole foot, filling up the
cavities between the bars and frog, so completely, it is war-
ranted, that it is impossible for the smallest quantity of grit
to work in between the sole and the leather.'* Mr. Tat-
tersall has lately made trial of this method, and I spoke
with a gentleman at Haynes's livery stables, near Regent
Street, then just mounting his hack so shod, with which it

had succeeded perfectly well. In the common practice,
however, I understand, the sock, or padding, is nothing
more than a piece of sheep's skin with the wool, or a quan-
tity of tow. The prepared and immersed hair, as above,
is said to be the discovery of Mr. D. VVoodin, who has a
forge at Upper Park Place, Regent's Park ; in Glouces-
ter Mews, King Street Portman Square : and George Yard,
Long Acre ; and who has the greatest share, in London,
of this kind of practice. There seems rather a general in-

clination, in the veterinary faculty to depreciate, or make
light of this improvement, as possibly beneficial only to thin

soled and tender footed horses, but of no use whatever in

case of injury to the internal structure of the foot. Bat
surely the former must be a most important benefit which

f



238 APPENDIX.

will enable a tender footed horse, previously wincing and

afraid to put his feet upon the ground, to set them down
boldly upon the pavement, or the hardest roads, without

fear, and without pain. Many years ago I should indeed,

have thought myself fortunate in the knowledge of such a

method of shoeing ; and, I conceive, our brains in those

days must have been dreadfully wool gathering, that the

analogy of the human leather soled shoe could not influ-

ence them, and that our wits could not point out the obvi-

ous use of a little wool. I remember, at Newmarket, it

was the custom to nail a piece of old hat or leather, be-

tween the crust and shoe, which I adopted, but it was soon

laid aside as useless. The objection, that this method can-

not be remedial in case of internal defect in the feet, is

neither quite candid, nor altogether true ; for surely a horse,

with internal lameness in those parts, has the greater need

for a cushion to tread upon, which may be so far remedial,

as it may assuage pain and prevent irritation.

In the Section on Shoeing, Swedish iron is recommend-

ed, but it may be remarked that, of late years, on account

of some fiscal addition, little or no iron has arrived from

that country. The most solid and best English iron must

then be preferred.

THE END.

v^
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November 1 830. *
E. Zi. OARXSY AND A. BART,

^'.(^^^ Chesnul Streets, Philadelphia, '

\'^z^^^^r^^ Have just published the following

!K yALUABLE WORKS.
•',^*.r •»., U -'.A ,1 •»"

^'••-V ^^>;>L

* I. HALL on the LOSS OF BLOOD. Researches
principally relative to the Morbid and Curative Etfects of
Loss of Blood ; by Marshall IJall, M.D., F.R.S.E. etc.
etc. in one vol. 8vo. - •"

' ' '

" It will bo seen that we have been much pleased with Dr. Hall's
work generally ; we think it if calculated to do much good in plac-
ing the subject of the due Institution of Bloodletting on a practi-
cal basis. Dr, Hall has subjoined a plan of a register of cases of
bloodletting, which would be a most useful record if properly kept

;

and wo cannot recommend it to practitioners in too high terms."—
American Journal of Med. Science,, JVb. XJ.

" It is not for us to say how large may have been the number of
sufferers, but we know, some have perished from Direct Kxhaus-
tion complicated with reaction, who might have been saved, if the
principles and practice of our author had been known and under-
stood."—JNT. A. Med. and Sur. Journal, Ab. 20, for Oct. 1830.

II. THE HORSE in all his varieties and uses ; his

breeding, rearing, and management, whether in labour or
rest ; with Rules, occasionally interspersed, for his Pre-
servation from disease. By John Lawrence, author of
**The History of the Horse,"' etc. in one vol. 12mo.

" Independently of the practical value of the book, and it is

really and extensively valuable, it is one of the most amusing the
reader will meet with in a thousand, complete and unique, embra-

. cing every possible subject that can be connected with the Horse."
* "^MorUkly Magazine. >- .

""

^^ On.the whole we have aerive<d mcidl^ amusement as well as in-
struction from the perusal of this little work ; and recommend it

to the attention of all horse-masters as illustrative of a very im-
' portant, though Utile heeded position, that good management and
^complete subjection are not inconsistent with the great principles

of mildness and humanitv."

—

Tke Farmer * Journal.
^ As well as a practical book on the subject, it has also a con-

stant bearing on that of morality and, in some degree, of amuse-
ment ; as reading is now become universal among the labouring
classes, we should recommend this small and practical work to be
put into the hands of grooms, and of those servants who are in-

trusted with the care of horses."

—

Sporting Magasine,

HI. The SURGEON-DENTIST'S MANUAL, by G.
Waite, member of the Royal College of Surgeons in Lon-
don, etc. etc. in a small pocket volume.
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will enable a tender footed horse, previously wincing and

afraid to put his feet upon the ground, to set them down
boldly upon the pavement, or the hardest roads, without

fear, and without pain. Many years ago I should indeed,

have thought myself fortunate in the knowledge of such a

method of shoeing ; and, I conceive, our brains in those

days must have been dreadfully wool gathering, that the

analogy of the human leather soled shoe could not influ-

ence them, and that our wits could not point out the obvi-

ous use of a little wool. I remember, at Newmarket, it

was the custom to nail a piece of old hat or leather, be-

tween the crust and shoe, which I adopted, but it was soon

laid aside as useless. The objection, that this method can-

not be remedial in case of internal defect in the feet, is

neither quite candid, nor altogether true ; for surely a horse,

with internal lameness in those parts, has the greater need

for a cushion to tread upon, which may be so far remedial,

as it may assuage pain and prevent irritation.

In the Section on Shoeing, Swedish iron is recommend-

ed, but it may be remarked that, of late years, on account

of some fiscal addition, little or no iron has arrived from

that country. The most solid and best English iron must

then be preferred.

THE K N D.

November 1830.
S. L. OARZSY AND A. BART^

Corner of Fourth and Chesnut Streets, Philadelphia,

Have just published the following ,.--"

VALUABLE WORKS
I. HALL on the LOSS OF BLOOD. Researches

principally relative to the Morbid and Curative Etfects of
Loss of Blood ; by Marshall Hall, M.D., F.R.S.E. etc.
etc. in one vol. 8vo. "

" It will bo seen that we have been much pleased with Dr. Hall's
work generally ; we think it is calculated to do much good in plac-
ing the subject of the duo Institution of Bloodletting on a practi-
cal basis. Dr. Hall has subjoined a plan of a register of cases of
bloodletting, which would be a most useful record°if properly kept

;

and we cannot recommend it to practitioners in too high terms.'*
American Journal ofMed. Science^ JVo. XI.

" It is not for us to say how large may have been the number of
sufferers, but we know, some have perished from Direct Exhaus-
tion complicated with reaction, who might have been saved, if the
principles and practice of our author had been known and under-
stood."

—

jsr. A, Med, and Sur. Journal, JVo. 20, /or Oct. 1830.
n. THE HORSE in all his varieties and uses ; his

breeding, rearing, and management, whether in labour or
rest ; with Rules, occasionally interspersed, for his Pre-
servation from disease. By John Lawrence, author of
^* The History of the Horse,*' etc. in one vol. 12rao.
" Independently of the practical value of the book, and it is

really and extensively valuable, it is one of the most amusing the
reader will meet with in a thousand, complete and unique, embra-
cing every possible subject tliat can bo connected with the Horso."—Monthly Magazine,

" On.the whole we have derived much amusement as well as in-
struction from the perusal of this little work ; and recommend it

to the attention of all horse-masters as illustrative of a very im-
portant, though little heeded position, that good management and
complete subjection are not inconsistent with the great principles

of mildness and humanity."

—

The Farmer s Journal.
" As well as a practical book on the subject, it has also a con-

stant bearing on that of morality and, in some degree, of amuse-
ment ; as reading is now become universal among the labouring
classes, we should recommend this small and practical work to be
put into the hands of grooms, and of those servants who are in-

trusted with the care of horses."

—

Sporting Magazine.

HI. The SURGEON-DENTIST'S MANUAL, by G.
Waite, member of the Royal College of Surgeons in Lon-
don, etc. etc. in a small pocket volume.
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Valuable Works,
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** This work cannot fail, we think, to answer well the purpose
for which it was designed, of a manual for the Practical Dentist,

—

and in the notes will be found some useful hints respecting the dis-

eases of these Structures."—£o5^on Med» and Sur* Journal, JS'ov-

1830.

IV. PRACTICAL READING LESSONS, on the

three great duties which man owes to his Maker, his fellow

beings, and himself; illustrated by numerous interesting

historical anecdotes, biographical sketches, &c. intended
for the Instruction and Amusement of Youth, in one
vol. Price 31 cents.

Recommendation from (he Hon. Joseph Hopkinson, Judge of the
i District Court of the United States.

I have read with much satisfaction the volume entitled " Prac*
tical Reading Lessons," &c. The subjects are exceedingly well
chosen and arranged, and fulfil even the high promises of the title

page. The manner in which these valuable lessons are given, is

admirably calculated, not only to make a deep and durable impres-
sion on youthful minds, but, further, to lead them to deeper reflec-
tions and practical applications of their precepts.
Long dissertations, however sensible and perspicuous, are not

easily remembered ; and even condensed and pithy axioms of
general truths are not readily brought into actual use. A story, a
striking anecdote, illustrating the precept or principle intended to
be inculcated, are infinitely more effectual.

I hope this excellent work will have a circulation commensurate
with the benevolence which has caused its publication.

JOS. HOPKINSON.
V. A Treatise on NEURALGIC DISEASES, depen-

dent upon Irritation of the Spinal Marrow and .Ganglia of
the Sympathetic Nerve. By Thomas Pridgin Teale, mem-
ber of the Royal College of Surgeons in London, of the
Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh, Senior Surgeon to
the Leeds Public Dispensary, in one vol. 8vo.

*' It is a source of genuine gratification to meet with a work of
this character, when it is so oflen our lot to be obliged to labour
hard to winnow a few grains of information from the great mass
of dulncss, ignorance, and misstatement with which we are beset,
and cannot too highly recommend it to the attention of the profes-
sion."

—

American Journal of the Medical Sciences, Ao. 10.

VI. SERTORIUS ; or the Roman Patriot, a tragedy.
By David Paul Brown, Esq. in one vol. Ovo.

VII. PICTURE OF PHILADELPHIA in 1830-1,
or a brief account of the various institutions and public ob-
jects in this Metropolis, forming a Guide for Strangers, ac-

companied by a New Plan of the City. In a neat Pocket
volume. Price L60.

Valuable Works,

VHL ANNALS OF PHILADELPHIA, being a col-

lection of memoirs, anecdotes, and incidents of the city and
its inhabitants, from the days of the pilgrim founders. To
which is added an Appendix, containing olden time re-

searches and reminiscences of New York city. By John
F. Watson, member of the Historical Society of Pennsyl-
vania, in one vol. 8vo, containing upwards of 800 pages,
and 24 illustrations. Price g3.

IX. The STRANGER'S GUIDE, to the public build-

ings, places of Amusement, streets, alleys, roads, avenues,
courts, wharves, principal hotels, steam-boat landings,
stage ofiices, &c. &c. of the city of PHILADELPHIA,
and adjoining districts, being a Complete Guide to every
thing interesting in the city and suburbs of Philadelphia,

accompanied by a View of Fairmount, and a New Plan of
the city, handsomely coloured. Price 75 cents.

JVow Pnblishins^.

LIBRARY OF ENTERTAINING KNOWLEDGE
;

published under the superintendence of the British Society
for the diftusion of useful Knowledge, and reprinted page
for page with the London edition.

This work is intended " to combine the objects of instruc-
tion and amusement, comprising as much entertaining

matter as can be given along with useful knowledge, and as
much useful knowledge as can be conveyed in an amusing
form."

The work will be illustrated with engravings on wood,
executed in the highest style of the art that can be usefully

employed ; and in which, fidelity of resemblance, whether
applied to natural history, or the arts, will be principally

observed.

Thefollowing parts are already published

:

L and HI. Menageries. V, Fruits.

II. Timber Trees. VI. and VII. Insect Architcc-
IV. and VIII. Pursuits of ture.

Knowledge. IX. and X. New ^ealanders.
** Each part contains upwards of 200 pages, and is complete in

itself. Any number can be purchased separate, and is offered to

subscribers at 40 cents a part.

They have also for Sale,

X. Memoirs of the HISTORY OF FRANCE, during

M
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Valuable Works.

^- >
the reign of Napoleon, dictated by the emperor at St. He-
lena, by Montholon and Gourgaud, in 7 vols. 8vo. ;

'^ » -

XI. Memoirs of SAMUEL PEPYS, Esq. F.R.S., Sec-
retary to the Admiralty in the reigns of Charles I L and
James II., comprising his Diary from 1659 to 1669, deci-
phered by the Rev. Jno. Smith, A.B., and a Selection from
his private correspondence. Edited by Richard Lord
Braybroke, in 6 vols. 8vo. ' ^ •<

. - - ^ - ,

XII. The PLAYS OF PHILIP MASSINGER, se-
cond edition, by W. Gifford, Esq. virith notes critical and
explanatory, in 4 vols. 8vo. -^ >

vXIII. The TABLET OF MEMORY, being a register

of events from the earliest period to the year 1 829, com-
prehending an epitome of universal history ; chronology,
biography, and geography, Serving as a book for daily
reference. The matter furnished by William Darby, au-
thor of the Universal Gazetteer.

Xiy. The AMERICAN SHOOTER'S MANUAL,
comprising such plain and simple rules, as are necessary to
introduce the inexperienced into a full knowledge of all

*that relates to The Dog, and the correct use of The Gun,
also a description of the game of this country.
XV, Miscellaneous PROSE WORKS of Sir Walter

Scott, from the English edition in 6 vols. 1 2mo.
" The most valuable and interesting of all his woTka:^—Literary

Gazette.

XVI, LACONICS, or the Best words of the Best Au-
thors, with the authorities and numerous portraits, in 3 vols.

18mo, first American edition.
" The design is well contrived : the aphorisms are selected with

judgment from many of pur best &\iihQi8,''—J\''ew Monthly Maga-
zine. '•'.! '

" This little work is really composed ofgems of genius." Lite-
rary Chronicle. :

-^ : . •-'.•">

*' The selection of extracts in this work is from standard writers,
and is so judicious that it may be safely given to the youth of both
sexes ; we sincerely recommend the publication."

—

Monthly Maga-
zine.

" The title of this book is so good as almost to render explanation
superfluous ; it is one which may be taken up occasionally, and httle
of it read at a time, with pleasure and with profit ; and so managed,
may well last one's life without weariness ; for if the ideas you hit
upon are not always profound or beautiful, they are at least curi-
ous and provocative of reflexion ; and the language is generally
good, often exquisite ; it is the result of a most extensive reading
aisistedby a nice perception of merit."

—

^Examiner*

Valuable Works.

if if
A few copies of the fine edition in 2 vols. 8vo for

XVII. NEW UNIVERSAL BIOGRAPHY, by the

Rev. John Piatt, containing an interesting account, criti-

cal and historical, of the lives and characters, labours and

actions, of eminent persons, in all ages and countries, con-

ditions and professions ; classed according to their various

talents and pursuits, 6 vols. 8vo.

XVIII. The Right Honourable EDMUND BURKE'S
SPEECHES, in 4 vols. 8vo.

XIX. HEBER'S TRAVELS in India, a new edition,

2 vols. 12mo.

sale at a reduced price.

XX. HALLAM'S CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY
of England, 3 vols. 8vo.

" The most impartial book we ever read."

—

Edinburgh Review.

XXI. The ARMY AND NAVY REGISTER of the

United States, by Peter Force, (just published) in one small

volume.

XXH. ENGLISH ANNUALS for 183L '

The Keepsake, 1 8 illustrations.

The Landscape Annual, 8vo 25 plates.
-'

The Gem, 13 elegant engravings.

Friendship's Oflfering,

Literary Souvenir,

Winter's Wreath,

Forget Mo Not,

The Bijou,
^ The Amulet,
The Iris (Religious) ,;: ii> anio. .. ^.

The Remembrancer,
Comic Annual by Hood, numerous plates. ^
New Comic Annual, plates by Cruikshanksr;- u
Musical Bijou, 4to, with illustrations.

/. » Musical Souvenir, 4to, ditto.

Musical Gem, 4to, ditto.

. Lithographic Album, 4 to, ditto.
^

Juvenile Forget Me Not, 12 engravings.

New Year's Gift, 8 ditto.

Ackerman's Juvenile Forget Me Not, 1 1 ditto.

Zoological Keepsake, wood cuts.

. Affection's Offering, ditto. ^.;

12 (
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Valuable Works,
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.»^.XXIII. AMERICAN ANNUALS, for 1831.
Atlantic Souvenir,

, 13 elegant plates. -^%r
The Token, V : /'> ..- n engravings. V. i

V The Pearl, / 8 ditto. ^i- ;:.^,

The Comic Annual.
XXIV. The WORKS OF MARIA EDGEWORTH,

complete in 13 vols. 8vo.

XXV. CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE, new
series, consisting of researches in literary, biographical,
and political history ; of critical and philosophical inqui-
ries

; and of secret history, by I. D'Israeli, in 3 vols. 8vo,
XXVL TRAVELS of the Duke of SAXE-WEIMAR

in the United States, in 8vo. -
: » • \ . - '. •;>;..

XXVII. WALSH'S JOURNEY from Constantinople
to England, in 12mo. . : ; -

. . • . ,

" This is a very interesting and popular volume, and it can be
fearlessly recommended as one of the most engaging volumes that
have lately seen the light."

—

Monthly Review^
XXVIII. FRANKLIN'S SECOND EXPEDITION

to the Arctic Ocean, in 8vo.
XXIX. ELIA. Essays published under that name in

the London Magazine, in 2 vols.

XXX. BROUGHAM'S SPEECH on the present state
of English Law, in 8 vo. ,

XXXI. HUTIN'S xMANUAL of PHYSIOLOGY, in
12mo.
XXXII. ANECDOTES of the COURT of NAPO-

LEON, by M. De Bausset, Prefect of the Palace, in 8vo.
'* The anecdotes of the imperial court are wery garrulous and

amusing."—Kew Monthly Magazine,
XXXHL LORD BYRON and some of his CONTEM-

PORARIES, by Leigh Hunt, in 8vo.
"Mr. Leigh Hunt, however, is not one ofthese dishonest chroni-

clers. His position with regard to Lord Byron, and the long and
intimate habits of intercourse with him which he enjoyed, enabled
him to contemplate the noble poet's character, in all its darkness
and brightness. Gifted, too, like the subject of his memoir, with
very remarkable talents, he is much more to be relied on, both in
his choice of points of view, and his manner of handling his sub-
ject. He is not likely to spoil a bon-mot, an epigram, or a conver-
sation; and while he can seize all that was really piquant about
his lordship, he is infinitely above retailing the low gossip and
garbage, which some memoir writers have done, m the true spirit

V!l?'ii?^
™*^^ or lacquey."—JVcw Monthly Magazine.

XXXIV. The FAMILY CLASSICAL LIBRARY,

^¥

Valuahle WorJcs. 7

or English translation of the modi Taluable Greek and
Latin Classics, with highly finished engravings of the au-

thors—now publishing in London. Eight vols, already
received

•

'- "' '*.'"

XXXV. The DYSPEPTIC'S MONITOR, or the na-

ture, causes, and cure of the diseases called dyspepsia, in-

digestion, liver complaint, hypochondraisis, melancholy,
At/» Price 76 cents ''..%'-

XXXVL DEATH-BED SCENES and Pastoral Con-
versations, by the late John Wharton, D.D. in 8vo. Con-
tents,—Chap. 1. Infidelity.—2. Atheism.—3. Despair.

—

4. Parental Anger.—5. Baptism.—6. Penitence.—7. Pro-

selytism.—8. Impatience.—9. Religious Melancholy.

—

10, Skepticism. -

XXXVIL STRICKLAND'S REPORTS upon the

Canals, Rail-roads, and other public works of Great Bri-

tain, in folio, with plates.

XXXVIII. MEMOIR, CORRESPONDENCE and
Miscellanies from the papers of THOMAS JEFFER-
SON, in 4 vols. 8vo.

XXXIX. The BEAUTIES and DEFECTS in the Fi-

gure of the HORSE, comparatively delineated in a series

of engravings, in one vol. 8vo.

XL. CLOQUET'S ANATOMY. A system of Hu-
man Anatomy, translated from the last French edition of

H. Cloquet, M.D., with notes, Ace.

" It is but rendering justice to M. Cloquet's Treatise, when I

afl&rm, that no better anatomical work, has ever been offered to the

public."

—

Dr, Knox^t Preface,

XLI. The VIRGINIA HOUSEWIFE, or Methodical

Cook, by Mrs. Mary Randolph, 4th edition, with amend-

ments and additions.

XLIL DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE of the

American Revolution, being the letters of B. Franklin,

Silas Deane, John Adams, John Jay, Arthur Lee, William

Lee, Ralph Izard, Francis Dana, William Carmichael,

Henry Laurens, John Laurens, M. Dumas, and others,

concerning the Foreign Relations of the United States

during the whole Revolution, edited by Jared Sparks.

12 vols. 8vo.

XLIH. NAPOLEON ANECDOTES : illustrating the

mental energies of the late EMPEROR of FRANCE,
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s Valuable Works,

and the character and actions of his contemporary States-

men and Warriors, edited by W. H. Ireland, 3 vols. 18mo.
XLIV. LAVOISNE'S Universal, Historical, Geogra-

phical, and Chronological ATLAS, folio, containing 71
maps.

XLV. HISTORICAL, Geographical, and Statistical

AMERICAN ATLAS, folio.

XLVI. The DISEASES of the INTERNAL EAR, by
J. A. Saissy, Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences,
Literature and Arts in Lyons, Fellow of the Medical So-
ciety of the same city, and of the Medical Societies of Bor-
deaux, Orleans, Marseilles, &/C. Honoured with a pre-
mium by the Medical Society of Bordeaux, and since en-

larged by the Author, Translated from the French by
Nathan R. Smith, Professor of Surgery in the University

of Maryland, with a Supplement on DISEASES of the

EXTERNAL EAR, by the Translator, in one vol. 8vo.

bound. Price g 1,60. .
.-: vv \- . .ve:

XLVH. The PRACTICAL HOUSE CARPENTER,
being a complete Developement of the Grecian orders of
Architecture, &c. &c., illustrated by 64 Quarto Copper
Plates, by Asher Benjamin, Architect, in one vol. 4to.

XLVIII. The NEWGATE CALENDER ; compris-
ing interesting memoirs of the most Notorious Characters,

who have been convicted of outrages on the Laws of Eng-
land, in 4 vols. 8vo.

XLIX. The PRACTICE of COURTS MARTIAL,
also the Legal Exposition and Military Explanation of the

MUTINY ACT, and articles of War, by Captain Hough,
in one vol. 8vo.

L. The NEW AMERICAN GARDENER ; contain-

ing Practical Directions on the Culture of Fruits, Vegeta-
bles, &c. by Thomas G. Fessenden, editor of. the New
England Farmer.

LI. The PRACTICE of COOKERY, adapted to the

Business of Every day Life, by Mrs. Dalgairus, containing

1419 Receipts. >,

LII. BISHOP HEBER'S POEMS, with a Memoir of
his life, 1 8mo. = . -

.

LIII. Major LONG'S EXPEDITION to the Rocky
Mountains, 2 vols. 8vo with 4to Atlas. ; . ., . .:;

LIV. Major LONG'S EXPEDITION to the sources

of the Mississippi, 2 vols 8vo with plates.
^

y-

4 .
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Valuable Works, <(

LV. NOTIONS of the AMERICANS, by a Travelling
Bachelor, 2 vols. 12mo. By the author of the Spy, Pio-
neers, 6cc,

LVI. FIRST LESSONS in PLANE GEOMETRY,
together with an application of them to the Solution of
Problems, Simplified for boys not versed in Algebra. By
Francis J. Grund, Teacher of Mathematics at Chauncey
Hall School.

LVII. The FASHIONABLE TOUR, a Guide to Tra-
vellers visiting the middle and northern states, and the pro-
vinces of Canada. With several illustrations.

LVHI. A DICTIONARY of GENERAL KNOW-
LEDGE, or an Explanation of words and things, connect-
ed with all the arts and sciences, illustrated with numerous
wood cuts. By George Crabb, A. M., in one vol. 12mo.
LIX. The UNIVERSAL CAMBIST and Commercial

Instructor; being a full and accurate treatise on the ex-

changes, moneys. Weights, and measures of all trading na-
tions and their colonies ; with an account of their banks,
public funds, and paper currencies, by P. Kelly, in 2 vols.

4to.

LX. WAVERLY NOVELS, new edition with the au-

thor's notes. Each volume is embellished with an engrav-

ing, 10 volumes are already published, and the future vol-

umes will be published monthly, and will be supplied at 62^
cents per volume.

LXI. ENCYCLOPAEDIA AMERICANA : a popu-
lar Dictionary of Arts, Sciences, Literature, History, and
Politics, brought down to the present time, and including

a copious collection of original articles in American Biog-

raphy : on the basis of the seventh edition of the German
Conversations-Lexicon. Edited by Dr. Francis Lieber,

assisted by Edward Wigglesworth, Esq. To be completed
in twelve large volumes, octavo, price ^2.60 each.

%* Four volumes are already published, and the future

volumes will appear at intervals of three months.
LXII. DUFIEF'S French and Spanish NATURE DIS-

PLAYED.
*^* E. L. C. dc A. H. are appointed agents for the

above works. Teachers and others wanting them in quan-

tity, supplied on the most liberal terms.
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LXIII. HISTORY ofENGLAND, by Sir James Mac-
kinlosh, vol. I. being a portion of the .. .- .:.. . > , , -/^

Cabinet History of the British Islands, "^ '^'^M:-
••-'*•" EMBRACING 'r<'..>-'^-:^^V^:^''^'^^;*"

'"'

HisTOHY OF England. By Sir James Mackintosh,
vol. L-. --' 'u''\

'-:.- -
. ;r-;.v- .;•*.'• ._v."<::^--v*^-u

" Our anticipations of this volume were certainly very highly
raised, and unlike such anticipations in general, they have not been
disappointed. A philosophical spirit, a nervous style, and a full
knowledge of the subject, acquired by considerable research into
the works of preceding chroniclers and historians, eminently distin-
guish this popular abridgment, and cannot fail to recommend it to
universal approbation. In continuing his work as ho has begun.
Sir James Mackintosh will confer a great benefit on his country."
Lond. Lit. Gazette* > ,,

. , ^ ,.

. ,, History of SooTLANi). By Sir Walter Scott, 2 vols.

\.\y History of Ireland. By Thomas Moore, 1 vol..

LXIV. The POETICAL WORKS of CAMPBELL,
ROGERS, MONTGOMERY, LAMBE, and KIRKE
WHITE, beautifully printed, one vol. 8vo to match Byron,
Scott, Moore, &;c.

LXV. The VETERINARY SURGEON, or Farriery
taught on a new and easy plan : being a treatise on all the
diseases and accidents to which the Horse is liable ; with
Instructions to the Shoeing-smith, Farrier, and Groom, dec.
by John Hinds, Veterinary Surgeon.
LXVI. LIGHTS and SHADOWS of English Life, 2

vols. 18mo.
LXVIL REUBEN APSLEY, by the author of Bram-/

bletye House, 2 vols. l2mo. > f
LXVIII. TALES of a GRANDFATHER, by the au-

thor of Waverly, 1st, 2d and 3d series.
'

^ .

LXIX. DICTIONARY of CHEMISTRY, containing
the principles and modern theories of the science, with its

application to the Arts, Manvfactures, and Medicine, for
the use of seminaries of learning, and private students.
Translated from the French, with additions and notes by
Mrs. Almira H. Lincoln, Vice Principal of the Troy Fe-
male Seminary, author of ** Familiar Lectures on Botany,"
in one vol. 12mo. .' ::.'.
LXX. HISTORY of SCOTLAND. By Sir Walter

Scott, Bart, in 2 vols. 12mo. • -
. -

The History of Scotland, by Sir Walter Scott, we do not hesitate
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Valuable Works* n
{

to declare, will be, if possible, more extensively read, than the
most popular work of fiction, by the same prolific author, and for
this obvious reason : it combines much of the brilliant colouring of
the Ivanhoe pictures of by-gone manners, and all the graceful faci-
lity of style and picturesqueness of description of his other charm-
ing romances, with a minute fidelity to the facts of history, and a
searching scrutiny into their authenticity and relative value, which
might put to the blush Mr. Hume and other professed historians,
Such is the magic charm of Sir Walter Scott's pen, it has only to
touch the simplest incident of every day life, and it starts up in-
vested with all the interest of a scene of romance ; and yet such is

his fidelity to tlie text of nature, that the knights, and cerfs, and
collared fools with whom his inventive genius has peopled so many
volumes, are regarded by us as not mere creations of fancy, but as
real flesh and blood existences, with all the virtues, feelings and
errors of common place humanity."

—

Lit. Gaz* #-

LXXI. DICTIONNAIRE des SCIENCES MEDI-
CALES, in 60 vols. 8vo.

%* A few copies of this valuable work still remain on
hand, which will be supplied at ^90 a set.

LXXII. NOVELS, and Works of Light Reading, in the

greatest variety.

LXXIII. BIOGRAPHY of the Signers to the Declara-

tion of Independence, by John Sanderson, in 9 vols. 8vo.

-LXXIV. PRINCIPLES and PRACTICE of Naval
and Military Courts Martial, with an appendix, illustrative

of the subject, by John M*Artliur, 2 vols. 8vo. . . ,

LXXV. SPEECHES in the House of Commons, by the

Right Hon. Charles James Fox, in 6 vols. 8vo. . ^
LXXVI. CELEBRATED TRIALS and remarkable

cases of Criminal Jurisprudence ; being a popular account

of Extraordinary cases of crime and punishment which

have occurred during the last four hundred years in the

United Kingdom, and the rest of Europe and America,

from Lord Cobham, in 1418, to John Thurtell and Henry
Fauntleroy, in 1824, 6 vols. 8vo.

LXXVIL AMERICAN ENTOMOLOGY, or descrip-

tionsofthe Insects of North America. Illustrated by co-

loured figures from original drawings executed from na-

ture by Thomas Say, Professor of Natural History in the

University of Pennsylvania, in 3 vols. 8vo.

LXXVIIL The History of ANCIENT and MODERN
WINES, by A. Henderson, in one vol. 4to.

LXXIX. VIEW of the History and actual state of the
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12 Valuable Works,

' MILITARY FORCE of Great Britain, by Charles Dupin,
translated by an OiFicer, in 2 vols. 8vo.

'

- ^ .

' LXXX, Berlholet's Elements of the ART of DYE-
.ING, with a description of the art of Bleaching by oxy-
muriatic acid, 2d edition, translated from the French, with
notes and engravings, illustrative and supplementary, by
Andrew Ure, M.D. 2 vols. 8vo. bds.

LXXXI. Every Man His Own FARRIER ; contain-

ing the causes, symptoms, and most approved methods of
cure for every disease to which the Horse is liable ; witfc

a Veterinary Pharmacopoeia, by F. Clater, one vol. 8vo«

; LXXXH. MATHEMATICS for Practical Men ; be-
ing a comipon-place book of principles, theories, rules, and
tables, in various departments of pure and mixed Mathe-
matics, with their most useful applications, especially to

the pursuits of Surveyors, Architects, Mechanics, and civil

Engineers, by O. Gregory, L.L.D. one vol. 8vo.

LXXXIII. The CHEMISTRY of the ARTS, being a
practical display of the Arts and Manufactures which de-
pend on Chemical principles, with numerous engravings
on the basis of Gray's Operative Chemist, adapted to

the United States, with treatises on Calico Printing,

Bleaching, and other large additions ; by Arthur L. Porter,

*. ^ late Profe^or of Chemistry in the University of Vermont,
*4n vol. 8vo. ' -

^^^ '»•
V . In press, and nearly ready for publication,

BY E. L. CAREY & A. HART,

MISCELIiAXTEOUS ESSAYS,
, ^^ * BY M. CAREY.

YOne volume octavo—containing about 420 or 430 pages,

; > Piice two dollars.

Consisting of Original Essays and Miscella-
neous Scraps. '^:

, ..

' ^

" We have before us an unpublished 8vo Volume ofMiscellaneous
Essays by Mathew Carey, Esq. consisting of a selection from
"Notices," "Accounts," " Essays," &c. which have within " fifty"
years issued from his pen, aside from Politics and Political Econo-
my.
*'We have read all the pieces with gratification, and are sure

that those who have not made up their minds to forswear every
thing but the next new novel, will be equally pleased with " the
Miscellaneous Essays."—t/nt/erf State* Gazette, -
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