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Prov. xxiv. 21.

MyfoYiy fear thou the Lord^

and the King: and meddle

not with them that are gi-

ven to change.

HERE is no need that

I fhould acquaint any

who are here prefent

with the fad occafion of

this anniverfary folem-

nity 5 nor need I, I

fuppofe, ufe many words to raife in you

a juft abhorrence of that moft execrable

parricide, which we are now bewailing.

To be fure we do all of us, from the very

bottom of our hearts, dcteft and abomi-

B nate



2 The ReTtgiom and Lo^al

nate it j unlefs we have been all this while

in this holy place prevaricating with God

and man, and adding a feigned humiliati-

on to the number of our former provoca-

tions.

A s it ought to be the earnefl prayer and

endeavour of all good men and loyal fub-

je6ls,that no fuch wickednefs may hereafter

be committed among us, to the reproach

of our nation, and of the holy Pvcligion

which we profefs : fo is it particularly in-

cumbent on the minifters of the Gofpel,

to prefs upon men the due obfervation of

thofc laws, which the moft high hath e-

naded for the fecurity and fupport of his

vice-gerents on earth 5 and to caution men
againflthofe pernicious principles and prac-

tices, which in the lafl age brought a moft

excellent and gracious Monarch to the

block j and quite overthrew our conflituti-

on in church and ftate : and which in all

"S^'iSy if a' timely ftop be not put to them,

will produce the like tragical effeds, as ha-

ying a natural tendency to fubvert govern-

ment, and to introduce anarchy and confu-

fion aiitongft mankind.

For



SiibjeB^s Duty, 3

For which reafon I have chofen fof

the fubjed of my following difcourfe, this

folemn charge of the wife King Solomon

to his Son 5 My forty fear thou the Lord

and the King : and meddle not with them

that are given to change. In which words

are bound upon us three rules of life,

very necefiary to be obferved by all who
would not be deemed enemies to the pub-

lick peace and tranquility.

The firft is, To fear the Lord.

The fecond is, To fear the King.

The third is, Not to meddle "juith thofe

that are given to change.

O F each of thefe injundions I fhall dif-

courfe in order, and fhall lliew in what la-

titude, and with what reftrictions, they are

to be underfk>od5 how highly rcafonable

they are, and of how great importance to

the prefervation of human fociety, and the

maintenance of the magiftrate's authority.

The fear of God is a duty equally obli-

<»in2; perfons of all ranks and conditions, at

all times, and in all places 5 ^d in its full

extent comprehends all other duties. It

has for its foundation, all the glorious at-

B 2 tributes
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tributes and perfedions ofGod ; but more
efpecially his omnifciencc, his holincfs, his

juftice, and his almighty power. For they

who are firmly perfuadcd, that all their

adions, and words, and thoughts, are o-

pen to the view of the Deity ; that ^ he is

of purer eyes than to behold evil -juith ap-

probation-, and cannot endure to look on

iniquity 5 that he will one day judge all

men in righteoufnefs according to their

works ', and that the united force of all the

creatures of the univerfe cannot hinder

him from executing the terrible fentence

which he fhall then pafs upon the tranf-

greflbrs of his laws ; they who do, in good

earneft, believe thefe things to be true,

and frequently and ferioufly confider them,

will of courfe be very careful not to incur

the difpleafure of the Almighty, by doing

thofe things which he hath forbidden, or

by neglecting to do what he hath com-

manded. Hence, in Scripture, the fear of

God is often ufed to fignify the whole of

Religion : becaufe in all who live under

the influence of it, it is a very powerful

I HAb, i. I
J.

principle



StihjeB's. Duty, j

principle of conftant and uniform obedi-

ence to the divine laws.

The fear of the King too comprehends

the whole duty of a fubjed to his fove-

raign. To fear the King is, to yeild to

him that homage, and fubmiflion, and obe-

dience, which the laws of God, and of the

land, do require : chearfully to contribute

towards the fupporting his royal honour

and dignity, and the fupplying the necef^

fities of the flate j to labour every one of

us in our own fphere to defeat the expec-

tations and contrivances of his enemies,

and to promote the peace of his govern-

ment, and the fuccefs of his de/igns ^ and

continually to pray to him who diipofeth

of all events, to proteft his perfon, to di-

red his counfels, and profper his underta-

kings ; to demean our felves towards him
with profound reverence, to fpeak hono-

rably of him, to think of him with aw,

to entertain the moft favourable opinion

of his charader, and to put the beft con-

ftrudion upon his actions j and finally,

to render due honour and obedience to

all inferior magiftrates and officers, who
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a£l by his commiflion, and in fubor-

dination to him.

The reafonablenefs and necefllty of

all this> will appear by (hewing, that

nothing lefs than this, will fully anfwer

the ends of government ; and that the

contrary practices are very injurious to

the authority of princes, and do tend

to the difturbance and diflblution of fo-

ciety.

Government it is clear cannot

fubilfl, rwhere there are none who will

fubmit to be governed, and own their

dependance upon their governours ; there

can be no foveraign, where there are no
fubjeds 5 no commanders, where none
will obey.

T o call any one King, and at the

fame time to rebel againft his authority,

what is this but to mock him with an

empty title ? And it is nearly the fame

cafe, when fubjeds, though they do not

take up arms againft their foveraign, do

withdraw from him thofe fupplies with-

out which his government cannot be up-

held.

In



Subjecl's Duty, y
In the natural body all the members,

even thofe which are efteemed the moft
ignoble and inconfiderable, do their of-

fice for the prefervation and well being

of the whole : and in the political it is

as fitting that all the members, even

thofe which are in a private ftation,

Ihould, as their circumftances will allow

them, exert themfelvcs for the fccurity

and profperity of the whole community.

The protedion which the authority of

the magifirate affords to all, lays an ob-

ligation upon all to unite in the defence

ot it againft the attempts of its enemies,

which fometimes can no otherwifc be re-

.pelled than by the united endeavours of

.ail. It gives great encouragement to the

ladverfaries of a ftate to obferve, that thofe

who do not fide with them, are not very

hearty and dihgent againft them. The
'

government that is negligently defended,

will quickly be vigoroufly afiaulted j and

with too great probability of fuccefs,

when even its friends Ihew no other

mark of friendfhip to it, than the for-

bearing to join with its encnues.

T HE



8 The Religious and Loyal

The obftmdions and difficulties, with

which the management of the publick

affairs is neceflfarily attended, are fo ma-

ny and fo great, that the foveraign has

need of all the afliftance his fubjeds

can lend him for the removmg them.

Should they induflrioufly lay unnecefTary

ones in his way, his defigns for their

fafety and benefit, muft in all likelyhood

mifcarry.

They who can be helpful no other

way, have furely great reafon to follicit

heaven, to guard, and guide,and allift thofe

who are continually watching for their

welfare. And fince without the divine

aid all human counfels and labours are

vain i they who can be moft ferviceable

to their foveraign by their wifdom, or

valour, or treafure, muft by no means

think themfelves excufed from aflifting

him by their earneft and conftant pray-

ers. And if thofe, who barely omit this

duty, are not to be accounted good fub-

jedsj they are certainly very bad ones,

who dare to imprecate the judgments of

heaven upon their goVernours.

I R R E-



SubjeB's Dut'^, 9
Irreverent carriage to the perfon

of the prince, and the fpeaking contcmp-

tuoufly and dilhonourably of him, have

a direct tendency to lellcn his people's ve-

neration for him, which is a main prop

of his government. The fpeaking evil of

princes, is commonly a prelude to fome

attempt againft them ; it beuig found by

experience, that the way to weaken and

undermine their authority, is to blaft their

reputation. Many perhaps, who are in-

ftrumental in fpreading fcandalous reports

of their governours, have no fuch wicked

intention j but if they have not, they are

certainly very fcrviccable to thole that

have ; nor are they to be excused who lif-

tcn and give credit to them. Such, tho'

at prelent they aire not active in carrying

on any traiterous defigns, yet give grounds

to hope that they may be wrought upon,

and in time made fit for purpolcs, to which,

as yet they arc, ftrangcrs. When once

men have call off all inward awe of their

prince, and have given entertainment to

an ill opinion of him •-, they are then ve-

C ry
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ry much expofed to the attacks of dif-

contented and fadious perfons.

Before fubjeds credit evil reports of

their prince, they ought to confider that

it is the employment of many, to render

him cither contemptible or odious to his

people : that to this end many falfe things

are laid to his charge, his real defeds and

mifcarriages are very much magnified 5

the ill fuccels of his undertakings is

charged upon his mifmanagement, tho*

perhaps no diligence nor vigilance, nor

providence ( fo far as it is in man s pow-

er to provide againft contingencies ) was

wanting on his part ; and his very beft de-

figns, laid and conduced with the grcat-

cft wifdom, and perfefted with all defire-

able fuccefs, are reprefented as prejudici-

al and pernicious to the common-weal.

And they who can fuffer their affedions

to be by thofe means alienated from their

prefent foveraign, will not be long plea-

fed with any : nor can any government

be quiet, or fecure, where thefe artifices

are practifed with fuccefs.

The
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The authority ot the fupi'cmc magU
ftratc niLift of nccelllty be excrwifed by

many tUbordinate officers : and to diflio-

nour or difobey theic, is, in efted, to

difhonour and difobey him, by whofe com-
miflion they act. And tho' it be for the

intereft of the publick, that they fhould

account for wilful abufes of the power

committed to them; yet ail unreafonable

clamours againft them, are of dangerous

conlequence to the government, and do

indeed threaten the foveraign himfelf,

who may be mortally wounded thro' the

fides of his minifters.

I T has been before obferved, that the

laws of God, and of the land, arc the

meafures of fubmilTion and obedience to

the King. Wherefore no one ouglit, from

what has been now faid, to infer, that ijj

limited monarchies, where part of the

legillative authority is lodged in the bo-

dy of the people, the fubjecls are obli-

ged to obey any edids of the prince not

agreeble to the laws enacted by the whole

legiflature. In this cafe, fince the powei*

of the people is fo far coordinate with

C z that



1 1 The Religious and Loyal

that of the prince, that without them

no new laws can be enaded, nor for-

mer laws abrogated i they may juftly re-

quire to be governed by the laws made

with their own confent, and by no o-

ther. And fhou]d this right of the peo-

ple be let afide, and no redrefs obtained

upon their humble petitions and repre-

fentations ; the prince muft take to him-

felf the blame, if they have recourfe to

other means abfolutely neceflfary for the

prefervation of their conftitution. On
the other hand, it is incumbent on the

people to fee, that their grievances are

real, and not pretended ; that their com-

plaints are founded not upon meet fur-

mifes and jealoufes, but upon notorious

fa£ts ; and that while they are aflerting

their own right, they do not invade that

of tlieir foveraign, nor make any thing

matter of demand, but the reftoring and

fecuring to them what is their due, by

laws already eftablifhed.

Moreover, fmce God is the fu-

preme Monarch of the univerfe, the

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords,- fmce

his



SuhjeB's Duty, ij

his power alone is unlimited and irreH-

ftiblej and by confequencc, the primary

and moft proper objed of men's fear 5

it is manifeft, that no human laws what-

foever, can bind men to ad contrary to

the divine. Nothing can be more un-

rcafonablc, than to obey God's vicc-gcrcnt

in oppofition to God himfclf, and to fuf-

fcr the fear of a Icfs power, to prevail

againft the fear of a greater. The text

teaches us, in the firft place, to fear the

Lordy and then the King. Should the

King comrrfand not to fear the Lord, it

is better to endure all that he can inflid,

than to do what he commands ? We
are indeed commanded ^ to render to

defar the things that are Cafars 5 but

we cannot without impiety withhold from

God the things that are Gods : that we

may render to defar more than is his

due. The Apoftles, when they were

reprimanded by the highprieft for not o-

beying the charge given them by the

Sanhedrim, to teach no, more in the

» Matt. xxii. 21.

m'ne
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name of Jcfus, anfwcrcd plainly, that

they ^ ought to obey God rather than

tnatt. And a difciple of St. John being

brought before the magiftrate for Chrift's

name fake, anfwered to the fame purpofe 5

" b We arc taught to pay to the powers

" and authorities ordained of God, all

" due honour,excepting fuch only as would

" be hurtful to us." For to Chriftians,

that honour and obedience muft needs

appear hurtful, which, tho' it may fcreen

them from the difpleafure of an earthly

governour, who can kill the body only,

will draw upon them the wrath of God,

who can deftroy both body and foul in

hell.

But tho* the fear of God muft, in

cafe of competition, take place, before

the fear of the King ; yet ought it not

to be made a. pretence for refufmg to

render to the King the fear which is ow
ing to him. The fear of God is fo far

from releafmg fubjeas from their duty

• Acts V. 29- I Eufeb. Hifi. Ecckf. lib. 4.

cap. 15.

to



Subject's Duty. i j

to their prince, that it is the fureft ground

of it, and the ftrongcfl motive to it. For

fmce the King is the minifter of God -,

they wlio do indeed fear God, will of

courfc fear him who is in the place of

God, and acls by authority derived from
him. And whatfoever honour or fervicc

they arc to yield to him, they will yield

it heartily, not as to a man, but as to

him whom he reprefents, the all-fceinf^

and all-powerful God.

T o fuch men human laws have a

much ftronger fandion, than the penal-

ties annexed to the violation of them
by the Icgidaturc. They are fubjed: for

fear, not only of the magiftrates wrath,

but of that cvcrlailing punifhment, which

God will inflid upon all who will not

fubmit to the powers ordained by him.

The firmeft and moft inviolable in-

gagement by which fubjedls can oblige

themfeives to be faithful to a government,

is a iblemn oath, which is render'd ef-

fectual to its end by the fear of God,
who is therein invocated as a witncfs to

the fmcerity of the fwearer's intention,

and
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and as the avenger of his perfidioufnefs

fliould he break through fo facred a

tye.

But to thofe who Iiave no •awe of

this omnifcient witnefs, no dread of this

ahnighty avenger, no oaths will be bind-

ing any longer, than they are agreeable

to their inclination. And it will be their

inclination to do every thing with a view

to worldly advantages. The ground and

meafure" of their obedience to the prince,

will be their fecular intereft; the varia-

tion of which will be apt to produce

an anfwerable change in the condud. For

they will have no motive to loyalty left,

when they may turn rebels with impu-

nity, and be gainers by an alteration of

governnment.

But the fear of God being always

the fame, is a very fteady principle of

loyalty. It fecures the obedience of fub-

jeds in many cafes, where the laws ei-

ther do not reach them, or cannot be

executed upon them 5 and keeps them

true to the intereft of their foveraign, when

other confiderations miglit induce them

to
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to betray or defcrt it. Even they who
would perfuade us that there is no fuch

being as God, or if there be, that he ob-

ferves not what pafles here below, can-

not but own that tlie fear of him is a

principle very friendly to government,

and of great ufc to difpofc men to be

peaceable and fubmifllve to thofe who
are ni authority.

The more inexcufablc were the actors

in this days horrid tragedy, who made the

fear of God the cloak of treafon j and in

direct contradicl:ion to the precept of St.

'Peter, fct thcmiclves torcilft^ e-very ordi-

nance of man for the Lord's fake, turn-

ing faith into faction, and religion into

rebellion : who under a fpccious pretext

of reforming the Church, filled their na-

tive country with blood and defolation,

trampled upon its laws, and triumphed in

the ruin of its conftitution : who failed

and prayed, not for the fafety of the

King, and all that were in authority, that

under them they might lead a quiet and

peaceable life in all godlineis and honef-

» I Vtt. ii. 1 5

.

D ty;
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Vf 5 but for ftrife and debate, and to ftir

up fedition and infurredion againf! thofe

whom God had fet over them : who, pro-

feffing a mighty reverence for the divinfc

majefty, rufhed upon the moft abomina-

ble perjuries, firft of all violating the

oaths which they had taken to the King

and eftablifhed government, by entrirtg

into illegal covenants and engagements,

and illegally impofing thcni upon others 5

and then breaking loofe from thefe alfo,

when they were no longer for their turn

:

who, with a fhew of more than ordina-

ry fanftity and concern for the honour of

God, pradifed all the diabolical arts of

defamation and calumny againft his image

arid repreferitative ; and not contented

with flandering the foot-fteps of the Lord's

anointed, and blackening his character,

deprived him of his royal dignity, barba-

roufly infulted his facred perfbn, and at

length imbrued their hands in the blood

of a king, who was an illuftrious exam-

ple to his fubjeds of genuine piety and

fobriety, and meeknefs and patience, and

all other chriftian vertues: who laftly

pro-
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proceeded to this high pitch of dlfloyalty

^nd impiety, when all grievances had been

long ago rcdrefTed, and the King had paf-

fed fuch ads, as will be everlafting mo-
numents of his fatherly affcdion and ten-

dernefs for his people j when he had to

the great prejudice of his own intercfts

granted feveral things, which his fubjeds

could not with juftice demand, nor ask

with any degree of modefty ; nay, when
he had confented to part with the beft

and moft confidcrable branches of his

royal authority, and to leave to himlelf

little more than the title of a King : in

doing which, as he went beyond the

example of his predecellbrs, fo it is to

be hoped he will never be followed by

any of his fucceflbrs.

But tho' the fear of God was the

pretended inducement to all thefe villa-

nies; yet nothing can be more certain

than that they are truly to be afcribed to

the want of it. Wherefore none ought

to call of a principle abfolutely necef-

fary to the very being of government,

nieerly becaufe the external profeflicn

D 2 of
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of it has been abufed to the worft Pur-

pofes by crafty and ill-defigning men, who

were deftitute of the inward power of it.

On the contrary, it is our duty not to let

it reft upon the furface of our tongues, but

to sive it admittance into our breafts,

and to implant it deeply in our hearts

;

and then it will not fail to bring forth the

fruits of peaceablenefs and fubmiilion, of

obedience and loyalty to the Govern-

ment under which the merciful providence

of almighty God hath placed us ^ and to

reftrain us from ail feditious and traite-

rous pradices, and from all approaches

towards them. For they who would a-

void any Crime, muft be careful to avoid

the ftcps that lead to it. For which rea-

fon the wife king to keep his fon from en-

gaging in dcfigns againft the State direds

him not to meddle with Changers, or, ac-

cording to our tranflation, 'u^ith them

that are given to change.

I N which diredion, it was not the in-

tention of king Solomon^ to condemn all

changes in the laws and government of

a kingdom. The fupreme power, which

in
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In every independent State, is lodged fofne-

where or other, manifeftiy implies a pow-

er to make fuch alterations as fhall from

time to time be judg'd convenient and advan-

taceous. And in the different circumftances

of the publick affairs, feme changes in

the laws will be often necelfary, or very

expedient 5 and when they are made be

fufficient authority, it is without contro-

verfy the duty of fubjccls to fubmit

to them. And even private perfons,

wiien the prefent laws of their coun-

try are very inconvenient and prejudicial

to the intcrefts of the people, may law-

fully defire an alteration of them, and

may commendably endeavour to effed it

in a legal manner, by making humble

and dutiful application to thofe who are

vefled with the legiQative power.

But they are changers in the bad

fenfe of the word, who go about to change

the laws and fettled government of a na-

tion, without the confent of thofe who

have authority to do it ; or who by illegal

and violent methods endeavour to extort

the confent of their governours to fuch

altc-
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tefations as they (hall propofe ; as by cla-

mours and menaces and tumultuous affem-

blies ; by forming fccret confpiracies, or

by openly bearing arms againft their fo-

veraign, and by entring into covenants,

not to lay down their arms, till they have

obtained their unjuft demands. They too

who by any kind of difloyal Behaviour,

or fcditious difcourfe, manifeft their aver-

fion to the eftabliihed government, may

with reafon be fufpeded of being given

to change 5 altho' it be not yet their

avowed defign to efFed a change.

B Y forbidding us to meddle with them

that are given to change. King Solomon

would reftrain us, not only from ading in

concert with them, and afllfting them in

carrying on their mifchievous deilgns 5 but

alfo from engaging in friend (hip and fa-

miliarity,or any unnecelTary correfpondence

with them.

It is no eafy matter, to convcrfe much

with men of a factious and turbulent

fpirit, without being infeded by them.

The bed way to preferve ourfelves, both

from their crime and their punifhmciir,

is



Suhjeci's Duty. 23

is to keep at a diftaiicc from them. And

this I take tp be the true meaning of the

wife man's advice, in the xxii. Chapter

of this book of Troverbs, at the 2+th,

and 25 th verfes, Makeno friendfiip "juith

an angry man, and ^^ith a ftirious man

thou Jhalt not go. Left thou learn his

waysy and get a fnare to thy foul. By

often hearkening to the plaufible difcour-

fcs of feditious perfons, utter'd with a

feeming concern for the pubhck welfare,

many come at length to approve of them,

and highly to efteem thofe who make

them, for their great undcrflanding, and

honcfty, and difintercfled zeal for the good

of their country 5 and to believe that their

governours are not fo good as they ought

to be, and that fome changes for the bet-

ter are both polTiblc and needful. And

they who have got thus far, will be too

apt to be prevailed upon, to take fome un-

lawful fteps towards the reforming of fup-

pofed diforders, without imagining what

purpofes they are ferving, and how far

their leaders intend to carry them. And

when men are once engaged, they them-

felves
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felves cannot tell where they fliall ftopl

One wickednefs may introduce them to

another, till they become principal adors

in the execution of defigns, with which

they could not have been fafely trufted

at their firft fetting out.

Put the cafe, that the main fectet

when revealed to them fhould difpleafe

them ; yet after a confidcrable progrels

in unlawful courfcs, it will be very dif-

ficult for them to retreat. The fhame of ac-

knowledi^inGithemfelvesto have been in the

wrong, the apprehenfion of being reproa-

ched for defciting their companions, and

the fear of fuflfering punifhment for ha-

ving accompanied them fo far, will be

ftrong temptations to them to proceed

farther againft the bent of their own in-

clinations, and the convidions of their

confciences.

Should they, notwithftanding thefe temp-

tations to the contrary, refolvc to be no

longer direded by thofe who miflcd them 5

yet what they have already done, may

have confequences fatal to the publick.

By their alTiftance, the enemies of the

govern-
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government, may be grown ftrong cnougli
to compals their ends, not only without

their farther concurrence, but in fpite of
all the oppofition they can make. And
it will then be a mortifying considerati-

on to reflea:, that they have been accef-

fory to villanics which they abhor, of
which, however they mull: be content to
bear the blame. The criminal afliftance

which they gave to men worfe than them-
felves, will entitle them to a fliare m
their guilt; and they will be in fomemea-
fure anfwerable for the unforefeen confe-

fequences of their unlawful pradiccs.

And yet the bcft and honeftcft thing,

which perfons thus entangl'd can do, is

to get rid of their bad company as foon

as pollible, to be forry for what mifchief

fhey have already done, and to endeavour,

by their future condud, to make repara-

tion for it. And the defign of what has

been now faid, was not to diicourage a-

ny from forbearing to meddle any lon-

ger with them that are given to change,

but to perfuade all who are as yet inno-

cejit, never to meddle with them at all,

E but
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but'iriduftrioufly to avoid them ; not to pafs

by their path, but to turn from them and

pafs away ^. For they feep not, except

they have doju mifchief and their feep

is taken aivay, unlefs they caufe fome t&

fall. Wherefore they cannot be too di-

ligently guarded againft, by thofe who

would preferve themfelves not only from

guilt, but from trouble and perplexity and

ignominy, and from that calamity and

xuin, which (as we are informed by the

verfe following my text) fiall come fud-

denly upon them, that are given to

change^ and upon thofe vuho meddle with

them.

The unparalkrd treafon committed

on this day, and all the confufions and

miferies preceding it, and confequent up-

on it, may juftly be afcribed to the neg-

led of this moft neceflary caution. In-

deed it can hardly be doubted, but that

from the beginning of thofe unhappy

troubles, or very foon after, there was a

party of defperate men, who had in view

» Frov. iv. 14, 15.

the
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tlic utter fubverfion of the eftablidi'd go-

vernment, and were rcfolvcd to (lick at

no villany that might conduce to the ac-

compliHiing their -end. But their numbers
in thofe early days, were much too fmall

to bring about the change they aim'd at,

or even to proted them from the juft

vengeance which the nation would cer-

tainly have taken upon them, had they

then dar'd to own their intentions. Where-
fore they found it neceflary to cover their

real defigns, under the fpecious pretences

of remeding abufes, and fecuring the li-

berties of the people, and rcftifying what

was amifs both in church and ftate.

B Y this aitificc, multitudes of undif-

cerning and unwary people, were drawn

into their aillftance, and to a criminal u-

nion with them, and when thefe inftru-

ments of theirs had for a confiderablc

time been accuftomed to traduce the King

and his minifters, exceedingly to aggravate

the errors they had committed, and to

charge them with odious defigns, which

they knew nothing of, to brand all who
honeftly adher'd to the King and riic an-

E 2 cient
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cient conftitution, with names and cha-

raders of reproach, and to terrify them

not only by threatnings, but by outrages

and tumults 5 when they had broken forth

into open rebellion againft their foveraign,

and in contradiction to the lawful oaths,

which they were under to him, had bound

themfclves by unlawful covenants and af-

fociations, not to reft till they had com-

pelled him to comply with fuch alterati-

ons as they judged expedient 5 when they

had laid waft their country, and ihed

much chriftian blood in their unjuft quar-

rel, and had feveral times rejedcd the

gracious overtures of peace made to them

by the King, when by thefe means the

breach between him and them was fo

widend, that it was hardly poiliblc to

compofe it upon conditions fafe and ho-

nourable to them both ; when by long

familiarity, with difloyalty and treafon,

the confciences of great numbers of men,

were harden d, and grown perfedly infen-

fible ; and when the enemies of the King

had got into their hands the whole power

of the nation, and his friends could no

lOft-
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longer make head againft them ; then was

it a proper time for the contrivers and di-

rectors of all this mifchicf, to di(covcr

to thofe wiio had been fubfcrvicnt to them

their true dcRgns againft the pcrfon and

covernmcnt ot the Kini;. And doubtlefs

there were many concurring and aflifting

to the monftrous wickedncfs, the punifh-

ment of which, we do this day deprecate,

who, had it been propos'd to them fome

years before, would have been (truck with

horror at the mention of it, and who

Could no otherwife have been made capa-

ble of committing it, than by being art-

fill ly trailed on, ftep by ftep, from the

meddling with them that are given to

change, to the becoming fuch themfelves,

from one perjury to another perjury, and

from lefs trcalons to greater.

It is true too, that many who had

been adive, both in kindling and profe-

cuting the war, were ftartl'd at the un-

precedented proceedings againft the per-

fon of the King, and publickly exprefs'd

their diQike of them. But fruitlels pro-

teftations were but pitiful compenfations

for
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for the fuccefsful fcrvices they had done

to his murthcrcr^, whom they had con-

tinued to allill and ftrengthen, till it was

to no pui-pofe to make oppofition to

them. It was then out of their power

to undo the mifchiefs which they had

been the authors of, or to hinder othei's

from making a farther ufe of them, than

they thcmfclvcs had intended. Thus were

they unawares made inftrumental to the

fhedding the innocent and facred blood

of their foveraign ; the guilt of which

horrible deed muft be imputed not only

to thofe who were immediately concer-

ned in it, and confenting to it, but in

a lower degree to thofe alfo, who made

way for it, by the unwarrantable prafti-

ccs, which have been already mentioned.

The greater reafon have we, brethren,

to be exceeding careful not to tread in

their fteps, left wc alfo fall in like man-

ner as they fell. Their mifcarriages are

our admonitions, and wc fnall be more

inexcufable than they, if inftead of ta-

king warning by them, we follow tlieir

example.

I
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1 AM fenrible it will be faid, Tliac

we do imitate them, at the fame time

that wc blame them j that the prayers

which we have now offered iot the a-

verting the divine wrath due to the fin of

this day, and for the fafety and prol-

pcrity of our prefcnt gracious foveraign,

are a contradidion to one another ; and
that the late revolution was a return to

the principles of thofe who were con-

cerned in the great rebellion. And there

are two forts of men, who, tho' oppo-

fite enough to each other, will be apt

to concur in making this objcdion : the

one with a dcfign to juflify the murther

of the Royal Martyr, or at leait the mea-

fures which prepared the way for it ; the

other with an intention to condemn the

happy revolution, upon which our prefcnt

fcttlement is founded.

Now, to what hath been already ob-

ferved, with a view to this objedion, I

need only to add, That thefe two cafes,

which fome would fain have us believe

to be nearly alike, are widely different.

It
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I T is well known, That the rebellion

againft King Charks the firft w;as begun,

when all grievances (which in his reign

were far from amounting to a total fub-

vcrfion of the conftitution) had been ful-

ly rcdrefled and repaired. And it was

the declared refolution of thofe who en-

gaged in it, not to defend, but to change

the laws and fettled form of government,

and to encroach upon the juft rights of their

ioveraign ; who laboured indefatigably

to maintain the eftablifhed laws and go-

vernment i who by the laws, to which

he had without compulfion confented, had

given fufficient proof, that he was as wil-

hng to fecure his peoples rights as his

own ; and who was fo far from affecting

power, that did not belong to him, that

his greateil weaknefs was, that he did not

hold faft the rains of government in his

hands, but parted with his authority too

eafily, and made too large conceflions to

thofe who were not difpofed to make him
fuitable returns. When the rebels had

got the maftery, they then actually com-
pleated a far greater change, than they

had
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had at firft profeflcd to defire. A high

court of jufticc was ereclcd for the judg-

ing and condemning the Kinghimfelf as a

criminal , the whole royal family were

excluded from luccecding to the crown ;

and kingly government itfelf was de-

clared againft and abolifhed, and feveral

illegal forms of government were one af-

ter another fet up in the room of it.

But in the rciLin of the late Kinj;

JamesJ no redrcis of grievances, no op-

portunity of rcdrefTing them in a parlia-

mentary way, could be obtained. Inftead

of being removed they were juftified by

pretending, that the King had a power

to difpenfe with the laws at pleafure. And
it was very vifible that the King and his

minifters governed by this pernicious and

tyrannical maxim. Now this was plain-

ly a fubverfion of the conftitution, by

changing the government from limited to

abfolutc, from legal to arbitrary. When
the power of the people prevailed, they

made it very evident, that the motive to

the meafures they had then taken was

ncceflity, and not the being given to

F chan
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change. No remedy was fo much as

fought for againil the perfon of the King.

No prejudice was manifeiled againft the

illuftrious family, which had long fway-

ed the fcepter of thefe kingdoms : but

all pollible regard was (hewn to it. The

Kin^ himfelf had rendered the fetting of

the aown upon a perfon who now pre-

tends to it impradicable ; tho' the nation

had been ever fo well fatisfied concer-

ning his birth. But it was immediately

fettled upon the King's undoubted iflue

then in the kingdom, and upon a

grandfon of the Royal Martyr 5 and af-

terwards, in default of the ifliae from them,

upon the next branch of the royal fa-

mily profeffing the Proteftant Religion i

with whom alone our conftitution could

with any profped of fecurity be entruft-

ed. Nor was there any invafion of tlie

royal prerogative 5 but the fame govern-

ment in church and ftate was chearfully

fubmitted to by the people ; as on the

other hand the liberties of the people

were faithfully defended by the crown.

In fhort, of two changes, one of which

was
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"^as at that time unavoidable, the nation

preferred the lefs to the greater, and that

which was fafc and advantageous to that

which would have been very difadvanta-

g'eous dnd deftnidtive.

Which things confidcred, no man

fliould offer to draw a parallel betwixt the

late Revolution and the great rebellion,

till he is able to dcmonftrate, That there

is no difference between the doing no

manner of hurt to the perfon of the

Kin?, and the executing him publickly as

a malefador ; between the fettling the

crown upon his undoubted iffue, and ex-

cluding the whole royal family from it

without any other necdllty than what

arofe from the guilt of thofe who ex-

cluded them ; between the peoples affer-

tini; their own undoubted rights, and their

invading the undoubted rights of their

foveraign •> between infifting upon the re-

gular obfervation and execution of the

cftablifhcd laws, and fighting for an alte-

ration of them 5 between prelerving the

ancient conftitution and utterly overthrow-

ing it from the foundations j or in o-

F 2 ther
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ther words, between juft and unjuft ; be-

tween right and wrong.

Wherefore, Brethren, let us flop our

cars againft thofe, whofe dodrines open a

door to difobedience and rebellion againft

lawful authority ; and no lefs againft thofe

alfo who would inlinuate that our prc-

fent governours have no claim to the

fubmiflion, which they acknowledge to

be due to lawful magiftrates. The pow-

ers which now are, are ordained ofGod ;

and ordained in mercy to us, for the fe-

curity of our lives and properties and li-

berties, and of what we ought to value

above all the reft, our moft holy Religi-

on. And heavy will be the condemna-

tion of thofe, who ihall refufe to fub-

mit to him who is the minifter of God
to them for good.

L E T us therefore, laying afide all pride

and contentions, all jealoufies and dif-

contents, fet our felves to perform what

we know to be our duty to him who is

vefted with the authority of God : not

with eye-fervice as men-pleafers, not

with murmurings as of neceftlty, but in

fmglenefs
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iinglenefs of heart and with a ready mind,

as in the fight of God, as having his

fear before our eyes, and rcmembring that

he will bring us to a ftrid account not

only for the fins committed immediate-

ly againft himfclf, but for every offence

againft his fubftitutc, who by him reigns

and decrees jufticc.

I F wc dread not the penalties of hu-

man laws ; yet let us revere the ordi-

nance of God. Let us confider by whom
"we have fworn j and let deftrudion from

him be a terror to us. If there be any

who dare bid defiance to that 5 let us

mark fuch and turn away from them.

Let us not be fo weak as to imagine

that they can have any real concern for

religion, or the interefl: of their country,

who can prevail with themfelves, or would

prevail with others, to violate the oath of

God. We cannot furely be at a lofs to

conclude, what kind of fpirits have tak-

en polTellion of thofe men, who are not

to be bound, no not with chains , who
break in fundcr the flrongeft bonds of

go-
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government, and cafl away its cords from

them.

Let our behaviour be fuitable to

our profeflions on this folemn day of

humihation. If we do indeed deteft the

crimes of thofe cruel and unreafonable

men who gave occafion for the obfer-

vancc of it ; if we would not for the

world be the authors of fuch dreadful

calamities as they by a long train of

wickednefs brought upon their nation ;

if we are fincere in imploring the mer-

cy of God, that he would not vifit their

guilt upon us or our pofterity ; let us

take heed that we do not fill up the

meafure of their iniquities by a repetition

of them : let us not cherifh the feeds

which are apt to produce fuch bitter and

deadly fruits : let us not enter upon

courfes, which, for ought we know, may

end in the crimes we deteft.

T o conclude, let us not feparate what

God hath joyned together, religion and

loyalty, the fear of God and of the King.

Let us efteem loyalty as a neceflary part

of
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of Religion, and affure ourfclves that wc
^

are doing God acceptable fcrvice while

we are ferving his reprcfentative. Let

loyalty to the King mingle itfelf with

our moft folemn acts of divine worfhip.

In our thankfgivings let us devoutly ac-

knowledge the many bleflings we enjoy

under his government : and in return let

us by our prayers draw down the choi-

ceft bletTmgs of heaven upon him ; mod

earneftly befeeching the Almighty to en-

rich him plentcouily with grace here, and

crown him with evcrlafting. glor>' here-

after 5 to prolong his life in health and

wealth, and to perpetuate his feed as the

days of heaven ; to guide him with his

fpirit of councel, and to ftrcngthen him

with his mighty arm, for the eftablifh-

ment of truth, and the maintenance of

juftice, both at home and abroad 5 to hide

him in time of danger under the covert

of his wings, and to ihield him with his

ftrong falvationj that the confpiracies

formed againft him may not profper, and

the devices of wicked men may be

turned
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turned backwards and light upon their

own heads j that all the people may hear

and fear to do wickedly, and the crown

may flourifh upon the head of the Lord's

Anointed.

FINIS.
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