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PREFACE

AT has been regretted by many pious persons, that

the controversy, to which ' The Refutation' relates, has

again been revived, and brought before the publick: but

^le author of these Remarks does not entirely concur in

this feeling, or accord to the opinions which excite it.

Feritas magna est, et prevalebit. It is true, that if the

persons, whose principles are brought before the tribu-

nal of the publick, in so energetick a manner, and by so

high an authority, do not *' take heed to themselves;"

they may very easily both raise a tempest of acrimonious

controversy, and expose themselves and the common

cause to additional censure and reproach: but nothing

is so unfavourable to the progress of genuine Christian-

ity, among mankind in general, nay, among the bulk of

nominal christians, as a dead calm. Within the writer's

remembrance, the Calvinists, especially the evangelical

clergy, were so inconsiderable and neglected a company,

that, except a declamation now and then in a visitation

sermon, little publick notice was taken of them. But

now, it seems, they are become so numerous and suc-

cessful, that, unless more decided measures be adopted,

there is danger lest " all the world should go after

" them." And *' in this I do rejoice, yea, and will

" rejoice."
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It may be questioned, how far it would be advisable,

in present circumstances, for any of our party, to com-

mence a controversy: yet there can hardly be a doubt,

but that it is incumbent on us to say something, to the

publick arraignment of our principles, which * The

* Refutation' contains.

Had that publication assailed those tenets exclusive-

ly, which are commonly called Calvinistick; these Re-

marks would, probably, not have been obtruded on the

publick notice: but, as many doctrines which belong

to our common Christianity are deeply involved in the

argument, the contest is no longer about unessential

matters, but pro at is et focis. It is allowed, that the

several doctrines, brought under consideration in the

Refutation, have in reality a very intimate connexion

or concatenation. Original sin, implying the total want,

in fallen man, of what is good before God, makes way

for the doctrine of special preventing grace, or regene-

ration by the Holy Spirit, in order to the true repentance,

faith, and renewed acceptable obedience, of any of out

fallen race. The remainder of this infection in the

regenerate, rendering all which they do, imperfect

or defiled; shows that justification must be of grace, in

Christ, and by faith alone, not of works, from first to

last: and that good works can, in this respect, do no

more than evidence faith to be living and justifying: for,

the alloy of evil connected with them needing forgive-

ness, they can do nothing either towards justification,

or continuing us in a justified state. Regeneration

also, being a new creation by the omnipotent power of
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the Holy Spirit, " dividing to every one severally as he

"will," must be purposed and intended: and, considering

the prescience and unchangeableness of God, *' the eter-

*' nal purpose which he has purposed in himself," can

hardly be excluded; or the conclusion, that those, whom

he thus regenerates, he will " keep by his power,

*' through faith unto salvation." Of this concatenation

his Lordship is aware; and it would not have answered

his design, to refute these latter doctrines, and leave the

©thers unassailed. Numbers however do not allow or per-

ceive this; and hold the grand outlines of tlie doctrine,

here called Calvinistick, very decidedly and practically;

either silently excluding personal election and final per-

^verance from their creed, or directly disavowing them.

But, besides the attempt to refute several doctrines,

which are not generally considered as Calvinistick, but

rather as *' the faith once delivered to the saints;" for

which we are required to " contend earnestly;" ' The
* Refutation' contains many statements of our doctrine

which are erroneous, and arise from misapprehension;

so that we are supposed to maintain tenets, not only

which we disavow, but which the most systematical

Calvinism, well understood, by no means includes: and

some of these are so incongruous to others, that it is

impossible for the same person to maintain both at the

same time. Now vi^e must eidier be willing, for the

publick to conclude, that we plead guilty to these

charges; (which would be, in our view, base treacuery

against the cause of truth; or we must come forward,

and plead not guilty, and disprove the charges; showing
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where we are misrepresented, or misunderstood; and

what we do, or do not maintain.

The author of these Remarks, having, for above

thirty-two years, been diligently employed in preparing

and publishing works on religious subjects, grounded

upon those very principles, which his Lordship has

undertaken to refute; could not consider ' The Refuta-

* tion' in any other light, than as tending to sweep away

at once the labours of his whole life, by discrediting, or

rendering doubtful and uncertain, the grand doctrines,

which he has maintained, and endeavoured to improve

to practical purposes. This consideration must account

for his assuming so arduous and perilous a service, as

the present; and may serve to excuse, what might

otherwise be deemed presumptuous.

It could not be supposed, that * The Refutation' would

be left unanswered by the whole body, whose principles

it assails: and, as the author of these Remarks is one of

the senior writers of that body; it was not unnatural for

him to think, that hoary hairs might be attended with

some abatement of that eagerness of spirit, which is un-

favourable to the discussion of such subjects, and making

remarks on statements, in which there are many things

suited to discompose the mind; not to speak of higher

sources of meekness, and self-government, which either

are or ought to be found in "an old disciple." In fact

he hoped, that God would enable him to defend what,

he doubts not, is Christian truth, in a Christian spirit;

and without violating the precepts of our holy religion.

How far he has succeeded more impartial judges must

determine.
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Many perhaps may deem it indecorous in him, to

stand forth in answering the publication, not only of his

superior in the church, but his own Diocesan. As, how-

ever, the main substance of ' The Refutation,' was first

delivered by his Lordship in charges to his own clergy;

it must be supposed that he had them especially in view,

as far as the evangelical clergy are concerned. All the

information, concerning our body, on which he proceed-

ed, must be derived either from our publications, or

from report; (as he has not much opportunity of hearing

our sermons;) and the author is, as far as he knows, the

senior writer of this company, in his Lordship's diocese.

He therefore felt himself peculiarly called upon " to give

** a reason of the hope that is in him;" and either to re-

tract, or defend, the doctrines maintained in his nume-

rous publications. He trusts, however, he has not for-

gotten, that his remarks are made on his superior and

his diocesan; that he has in numerous places spoken as

an apologist^ where in other circumstances he would have

taken a higher ground; and that he has uniformly paid

as much respectful deference to the author of ' The Re-

futation,' as he could consistently with faithfulness to

divine truth, " even to the word of the truth of the

gospel."

It is with unaffected humility, that the author confesses,

he has not executed his undertaking, in a manner worthy

of so good a cause. It was necessary, that the answer

should not be very long delayed: his other engage-

ments are numerous: he has indeed laboured indefati-

gably; yet as many years almost, as months could be
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allowed him, would have been necessary to an adequate

publication on such multifarious, such difficult, and

buch infinitely important subjects; even if he had pos-

sessed adequate learning and talents. Indeed could he

have reserved the whole copy, till the work had been

finished, before he gave it to the printer, many inac-

curacies, and still more repetitions, might liave been

prevented; which the memory of an old man could not

otherwise exclude. His distance from the printer also

has occasioned many little inaccuracies, and some

of more importance, which will be noticed in the

Errata; and to which he trusts that the goodness of the

reader will specially attend. His distance also from

publick libraries, and the scantiness of his own stock of

books, have been a considerable impediment to him.

—

He has, however, no doubt of the gracious acceptance,

which his feeble attempt will meet with, from his Lord

and Master: and he trusts, that the same gracious Lord

will incline the hearts of his brethren, whose cause he

has attempted to advocate, to give it a favourable recep-

tion, notwithstanding its imperfections; and to unite in

prayer with him, that it may be crowned with great and

lasting usefulness.

Before he concludes, he would state a few particulars,

by keeping which in mind, the reader will be better en-

abled to understand the argument of some chapters.

In the first chapter his chief object is to prove, that

original sin is a totals not a partial^ defect, derived from

fallen Adam, of all that is spiritually good, or good in

the sight of God; though not of all which is naturally
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good in respect of men: that man is indeed a free agent,

in the fullest sense, being under no necessity, or exter-

nal restraint, or compulsion, whatever: but that the evil

dispositions and inclinations of the heart, induce a

slavery into the will, rendering it incapable of choosing,

what the heart tannot love, even what is good in the

sight of God, till liberated from this bondage by the

special grace of God in Christ. In outward things

man chooses most freely; in evil things he chooses most

freely; and in things spiritually good nothing hinders

him from doing the same, but a total want of love to

tHem. The special preventing grace of the Holy Spirit,

or regeneration, must therefore first produce this love,

these desires, this willingness; before there can be any

thing to co-operate with his further gracious influences;

according to the doctrine of our ninth and tenth ar»

tides.—' O God, our Refuge and Strength, who art the

* Author of all godliness.'— ' Almighty and everlasting

* God, who makest us both to -will and do those things

* which are good.'*

In the second chapter it is his object to prove, that

baptism is only the sacramental sign and seal of regene-

ration; (as circumcision was under the Old Testament;)

and not regeneration itself, nor inseparably connected

with it: that adults, sincerely professing repentance and

faith, are already regenerate; and in baptism receive the

sign and " seal of the righteousness of faith, which they

*' had yet being unbaptized:" that the event, as to each

baptized infant, must determine, whether it Vv'as or v/as

* Col. 23 after Trinity. Confirmation Service,

VOL I. b
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not regenerated in baptism: that baptism is not univer^

sally and indispensably necessary to salvation; but that

regeneration is: and that ungodly and wicked persons,

who have been baptized, need regeneration: even as all

wicked Israelites needed the circumcision of the heart,

and the Jews in our Lord's days needed regeneration.

In the third chapter, it is the author's object to show,

that justification before God is wholly of unmerited

mercy, in Christ and his righteousness and atonement,

and by faith in him alone: that repentance, though al-

ways accompanying salvation, has no share in our jus-

tification; that good works follow after justification and

are the only scriptural evidence of a living and justifying

faith, and are for various purposes indispensably neces-

sary, and highly useful; but in no degree conducive to

our justification, or to our continuance in a justified state.

The argument in the fourth cl^apter assumes such

various forms that a brief and clear abstract of it

cannot easily be stated. In general the author attempts

to show, that the doctrines on these subjects, commonly

called Calvinistick, are both scriptural, and contained

in our articles: but this does not go to prove, that every

tenet of Calvin is scriptural-

In the fifth chapter on the quotations from the

ancient fathers, the author's principal object is to show,

that in very rnany of the passages adduced, the opposi-

tion is not so much to the tenets of Calvinism, as to

the grand doctrines of our common Christianity; and,

except Augustine, almost all, either directly or indi-

rectly, introduce Pclagianism, These, therefore, by

attempting to prove too much, prove nothing at all.
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In the sixth chapter, the author endeavours to show,

that the odious tenets of the ancient hereticks, which

our sentiments are stated to resemble, are so far distant

from resemblance with our's, that contrariety may be

far more justly predicated concerning them.

On the seventh book, containing quotations from

Calvin, it has been his grand object to prove, what po-

sitions of this eminent man were scriptural and tenable;

and what speculations must be considered as unscrip-

tural, or at least as intruding improperly into things not

revealed: and also, that our being called Calvinists, not

by our own free consent, does not bring us under any

obligation; to embrace all Calvin's sentiments, or make

us liable to have them imputed to us for our condemna-

tion; unless we copy his offences.—Much less are we

answerable for the Lambeth articles, or those of the

Synod of Dort.

In the last chapter the author takes the liberty of be-

ginning the history of Calvinism, long before either

Calvin's or Augustine's days, even from the times of

Moses and the prophets; and also of pointing out some

inaccuracies in his Lordship's statement of these subjects.

At the conclusion he has added an Appendix of trans-

lations, from several of the confessions of the reformed

and Lutheran churches, to which he especially requests

the careful attention of the reader, both for the impor-

tance of them in the argument, and for the excellent

instruction which they contain; for, in this respect he

considers them as the best part of the publication.

Aston Sanfordi^oy . 16, 1811. ^ ,



CONTENTS

TO

VOL. I.

FAGS

Remarks on Preface » . . . i

—:

—

'— on the first Chapter,—Of Original Sin, "

Free-will, and the Operation of the Holy-

Spirit 4

—— on the second Chapter,— On Regene-

ration 143

on the third Chapter,—On Justification,

Faith, and Good Works. 210

on the fourth Chapter,—On Universal

Redemption, Election, and Reprobation. . . 328



REMARKS

ON

THE REFUTATION, &c.

ON THE PREFACE.

XT being the plan of this Publication, to follow * The
Refutation of Calvinism,* from page to page, without

any other method, it is needless to detain the reader,

with any formal introduction.

The preface contains little, which requires to be ad-

duced, in this place; being chiefly a prospectus of the

publication; and some anticipated remarks On the evi-

dence, which the author is about to bring forward, and

which he considers as fully conclusive on the subject,

—

One passage, however, may be noticed.

Page vi. vii. ^ If Calvinists, 8cc.'* The word pre-

tend seems to be here used, instead of f?iaintain, or,

contend. It will appear, in the course of the work,

which of these tenets modern Calvinists in general, and

the evangelical clergy in particular, do maintain, and

which they do not; and in what sense they understand

them.

• ' If Calvinists pretend that absolute decrees, the unconditional election

' and reprobation of individuals, particular redemption, irresistible grace,

' and the entire destruetion of freq.will in man in consequence of the fall j

•' were the doctrines of the primitive church of Christ,' Scc.

VOL. I. E «
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His Lordship, though he says, * The design of the

* following work, is to refute the peculiar doctrines of

' the s} stem of theology, which was maintained by Cal-

' vin,' undoubtedly intends to refute modern Calvinists:

and therefore, their tenets should, in the first place, have

been stated, with precision and accuracy.

In addition to the multifarious quotations, which

have been made, from authors of discordant sentiments;

or, perhaps, in preference to some of them; a collection

of passages should, in fairness^ have been brought,

from the works of that company, whose opinions were

to be refuted. The want of this must be sensibly felt

by all serious and impartial inquirers after truth; by all

readers who, in the true spirit of an English jury, de-

sire to have the witnesses examined, and the counsel

heard, on both sides, even before they hear the judge

sum up the evidence, and deliver his charge; much
more, before they bring in the important verdict, on

which the property, the liberty, the reputation, the

country, or even the life, of a fellow-citizen depends.

But, waving this for the present: if, by ' the primitive

' church of Christ,' the church, durmg the lives of the

apostles, and the other writers of the New Testament,

be meant, we admit its authority, in the most unqualified

sense; and would maintain no opinions, which we can-

not prove from their writings. If, however, the primi-

tive church include the writers after the close of the

sacred canon, to the middle, or conclusion, of the fourth

century, or during any part of that period, we avowedly

disclaim its authority: we appeal from fallible fathers

and councils to the infallible apostles; and we neither

pretend^ nor maintain, that the former held the same

doctrines which we do; nor do we allow the confrary.

*' To the law and to the testimony." ' Holy scripture

' containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that
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* whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved

* thereby, is not required of any man, that it should be
* beHeved, as an article of faith, or be thought requisite

' or necessary to salvation.'*

This subject, however, and others coincident with it,

will require a more particular consideration, in the re-

marks on the fifth and sixth chapters of the Refutation.

* Art. vj.
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REMARKS ON CHAP. I.

Of Original Sm, Free-wttl^ a?id the Operation oj the

Holy Spirit.

Page i. It is evide?it, &c.* The consequences of

Adam's transgression, on himself, and on all his pos-

terity, especially on their moral character, or the state of

their understanding, will, and affections, must not be

decided on, from the bare narrative of the fall, and the

coincident events; but from the scriptures at large; and

from the state of the human race, in every age and na-

tion, to this present time.

Numerous testimonies are found, in every part of the

sacred oracles, concerning the heart of man, as descend-

ed from fallen Adam; and of the human character as

derived from that source: and we may know how to ap-

ply these testimonies, by recollecting, and duly consi-

dering, the words of the wise man, or rather of Wisdom
itself.

—" Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of

it are the issues of life."t The history of mankind is

a comment on these divine testimonies, or an exemplifi-

cation of them. The language also, in which the sacred

writers speak of our recovery in Jesus Christ, is direct-

ly to the purpose, as fully declaring the depth of that

fuin, from which we are thus restored.

• ' It is evident from the account left us by Moses, that a considerable

' change took place in the minds of our first parents immediately after they

* had transgressed the prohibitory command of God, not to eat of the tree of

the knowledge of good and evil; but the conciseness with which the sacred

' historian has described the primitive condition of man, and his fall from the

« state in which he was created, has led to a variety of opinions respecting the

' effects of Adam's disobedience upon himself and his posterity.'

t Prov. iv. 23-
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For instance: when we read as follows, in the his-

tory of the creation, " God said, Let us make man in

" our image, after our likeness:"—" So God created

" man in his own image; in the image of God created

" he him."—" And God saw every thing that he had
*' made, and behold it was very good."* And when

after the fall we read these divine testimonies; " God
" saw the wickedness of man, that it was great in the

" earth; and that every imagination of the thoughts of

" his heart were only evil continually: and it repented

" the Lord that he had made man, and it grieved him
*' in his heart."—And after the deluge: " The ima-

" gination of man's heart is evil from his youth: "f we

must conclude, from this most striking contrast, that

some vast and awful change had taken place in him, as

to his moral character.

This most reasonable conclusion is illustrated by the

history of Cain; and by the character given to the ante-

diluvian world. " The earth also was corrupt before

" God; and the earth was filled with violence. And
" God looked upon the earth; for all flesh had corrupt-

" ed his way upon the earth."|
In fact, the conduct of mankind, in all ages and na-

tions; except where " the oracles of God," and the

grace of the gospel, have made exceptions to the general

rule, has clearly illustrated and fully demonstrated, this

conclusion.

Again, Christians, as " renewed in the spirit of their

*' mind," are " after God created in righteousness and

" true holiness;" they have "put on the new man, which
" is renewed in knowledge, after the image of him that

" created them."§ May we not conclude from thes^

texts, that the image of God, in which man was at first

• Gen. i. 26, 2r, 31. + Gen. vi. 5—12.

t Gen. vi. 5, 6. viii. 21. § Eph. iv. 23, 24- Col. iii. 10.
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created, was " in knowledge," " righteousness, and true

*' holiness?" Can we, attentively reading and meditating

on these testimonies, be satisfied with the notion, that

the divine image consisted only in a rational nature, and

in free agency? A rational nature and free agency are

possessed by fallen angels; yet these are never said to

bear the image of God. Pride, ambition, envy, malig-

nity, deceit, and enmity against God, constitute the

character of the devil: and these, wherever they exist

and prevail, are the image of the devil. But " God is

*' Love," aiTjd holiness, and truth. Now, let facts decide,

whether men in general, all over the world, in every

age, apart from the grace of the gospel, have more re-

sembled, or do more resemble, that holy God, from

whom they have revolted; or that great enemy of God,

by whose temptations they have been overcome, and

reduced to bondage.

These hints may suffice at present, for the subject

will often come under consideration, as lying at the

very foundation of the whole controversy.

P. ii. 1. 11. '•There are^ &c.'"* The impossibility

mentioned in this quotation, in the judgment of those,

who most strenuously maintain it, does not arise from

any natural inability; (such as disables a lame man from

running swiftly, or a very poor man from relieving the

wants of the afflicted;) but from a moral inability; even

as a very covetous rich man cannot find in his heart to

be liberal; or a very slothful man cannot find in his

heart to be industrious. The hindrance is indeed as real

and insurmountable, (except by a change of heart, or

disposition,) in the latter, as in the former case; but it

forms no excuse for the man's ill conduct.

•' There are others, who contend tliat the sin of Adam introduced into his

• nature such a radical impotence and depravity, that it is impossible for his

' descendants to make any voluntary efFort towards piety or virtue, or in any
• respect to correct and improve their moral and rc!i_i;if)us character'
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'^ An effort towards piety and virtue,' (nay, an effort

of any kind, ) must be voluntary: and if man be, in him-

self, altogether unwilling, it is impossible for him to

make a voluntary effort. How far man, apart from the

grace of the gospel, is thus altogether unwilling, must

be the subject of subsequent discussion. It may, how-

ever, be added, that few modern Calvinists hold this to-

tal inability, except in respect of things spiritually good;

" things accompanying salvation;" ' good in the sight

* of God:' and in this his Lordship seems to agree with

them?*

In acquiring virtue, or external rftoral good conduct,

or even an external form of piety, from motives of a se-

cular nature, such as regard to health, reputation, secu-

lar interest, peace or respectability in society; men, un-

aided by divine grace, nay, wholly disclaiming such as-

sistance, often make both voluntary and successful efforts.

Whether their religious character be thus improved, or

not, may indeed be questioned; as not only heathen

philosophers, but modern deists and infidels have made

these voluntary and successful efforts, and have been

proportionably buoyed up with pride and self-compla-

cency, and contempt of others.

Indeed no man, who has just views concerning the

best method of enjoying this present world, would lead

an immoral life, even if he were an atheist in specula-

tion: for immorality uniformly decreases enjoyment, and

increases vexation and suffering, by an unchangeable

arrangement of divine Providence.

Hypocrites, Pharisees, and other characters, against

whom the scripture bears the most decided testiraony,

have in every age made these ' voluntary efforts,' from

selfish and worldly motives, and have in some degree

* p. &7, 58. Refutation,
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succeeded in them. But, "Did ye these things unto
*' me, saith the Lord?" " All their works they do for to

" be seen of men: Verily I say unto you, they have

" their reward."

Calvinists, in general, deem no man incapable of

making voluntary and successful efforts; except in those

things which must be done, (if done at all,) from holy

motives, from the fear and love of God, with a hope

grounded on the holy scripture, of his gracious accep-

tance, and with a desire to glorify his name.

P. ii. 1. 18. 'That faith, &c.'* I am confident, that

the word irresistible occurs more times, in ' The Re-
* futation,* than in all the works of living authors, who
are called Calvinists.—In my own various publications,

which may be thought, at least, sufficiently voluminous,

I do not think it occurs once, in the meaning and appli-

cation here intended. Indeed it has been, for some

time, almost universally disallowed by our writers. The
subject of man's ' endeavour and concurrence,' will be

hereafter fully considered: when it will appear, that the

sentiments of modern Calvinists are misunderstood.

—

In the mean while, let the Words of our article express

them: ' We have no power to do good works, pleasant

' and acceptable to God, without the grace of God by
* Christ preventing us, that we may have a good will,

' and working with us, when we have that good
* will.'t—As to other works, not 'pleasant and accep-

' table to God,' we believe, that carnal men are capable

of them, without the ' grace of God by Christ. '|

Man is a free agent, and therefore responsible for his

•« That faith, and all tlie Clu-istian graces, are communicated by the sole

and iiTesistible operation of tlie Spirit of God, without any endeavour or

* concurrence on ilie part of man. The former is the position of the Socin-

' ians, thut Adam commuuicated no moral corruption to his posterity by his

' transgression; the latter of the Culvinists.'

j- Art. X. t P. 68, 69. Kef
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conduct; but fallen man, as left to himself, is so abso-

lutely the slave of sin, that his will is never free from

the bondage of avarice, ambition, sensual and worldly

.

desires, or malignant passions; above all, it is totally

averse to true godliness. In this sense it is not free:

and this is the only sense, in which well informed Cal-

vinists have ever denied the freedom of the will; as it

will appear most conclusively, from the writings of the

reformers, and from Calvin himself, in the course of this

work.

Whatever a man can properly be said to do, he does

volimtarily; but it is our opinion, tliat fallen man is never

truly willing "to work out his own salvation;" or, (to

' use his Lordship's words,) steadily and constantly to

obey good motions within us, whatever they may cost:'

'except as " God worketh in him to will." Then in-

deed " to will is present with him; but how to perform
" that which is good he finds not."* Yet, earnestly

seeking deliverance and assistance from God, by con-

stant prayer, and by diligently using every appointed

means of grace, God worketh in him also "to do, of

his good pleasure.*'!

P. iii. 1. 3. ' But though, &c.| Does any body
of men, or any individual, maintain, that ' all idea of
* distinction between right and wrong was utterly oblit-

erated from the human mind,' by tlie foil of Adam?

* Rom. vii. 18.

f Phil. ii. 13. The same verb {iVifiym) is used in both parts of the vcrrt^

'•' It is God, who worketh in you, both to will and to work eiTeciiuiil\
."

l^Eph. i. 11. Jam. v. 16. G'r.j

+ 'But though a propensity to evil and wickednesSj universal in extent nnd
t powerful in ils effects, was thus transmitted to mankind, yet all ideaof dis-

'Unction between right and wrong- was not utterly obliterated fron) the !i\i-

man mind, or every good affection eradicated from the human heart. Ti.e

'general approbation of virtue and detestation of vice, which have uni-

' versally prevailed, prove, that the moral sense was not annihihued.'

VOL. I. C
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Nothing could possibly produce this eftect, except such

a change, as absolutely deprived man of his rational fac-

ulties, and reduced him totally to the rank of a brute;

and then he would of course cease to be an accountable

agent. Fallen angels know what is right, though they

hate it; and what is wrong, though they love it.

Whether, ' every good affection be eradicated from

the human heart,' must, according to our views, be

decided according to the meaning giving to the word
' good affections.' If natural affection towards relatives,

and humane compassionate feelings towards our fellow

creatures, without any regard to the will and glory of

God, be ' good affections*/ then fallen man is capable of

them, by the allowance of Calvinists, as well as others.

But if love to God, and love to man, for the Lord's sake

and according to his will, be exclusively meant by
* good affections;' then, in the judgment of Calvinists,

fallen man is morally incapable of them except by the

grace of God, ' from whom all holy desires, all good

* counsels, and all just works do proceed.'*

' The approbation of virtue, and the detestation of

' vice,' (that is, of some virtues and vices,) as an inef-

ficatious sentiment, may have been general; but it

Avould be easy to shew, that it has been far from univer-

sal. The moral sense, in the language of modern wri-

ters, seems equivalent to conscience, according to the ho-

ly scriptures. Now conscience, though greatly dis-

qualified for its important office in fallen man, is fai', ve-

ry far indeed, from being 'annihilated.' No, it will

never be annihilated; it will to eternity exist, and be ac-

tive as " the worm that never dieth," in all those who
perish in their sins.

* 2 Col. Even. Ser,
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P. iii. I. 13. ' Man did not, &c.'* The Calvlnists

do indeed maintain that fallen man is * an unmixed in-

* corrigible mass of pollution and depravity, incapable

* of effectual amendment,' except by the grace of the

gospel: and this enhances the value of the gospel, im-

mensely, in their judgment. But where do the scrip-

tures speak of fallen man as recovered, or recoverable

to the love of God w^ith all his heart, and of his neigh-

bour as himself, according to the two great command-
ments of the law; except by the grace of the gospel?

P. V. 1. 8. * The progress, &c.'t No doubt thefe

have been in every age some pious persons; " a rem-

nant according to the election of grace. "| Of Abel,

Enoch, Abraham, and Isaac, the apostle expressly

states, that it was " by faith," that they were thus dis-

tinguished. In the case of Abraham, this is enlarged

on in many places; \ and he is spoken of as the father

of the faithful, and the exemplar of all other believers,

both as to the nature and efficacy of his faith, the way in

which he was justified, and the blessings which were

secured to him by covenant.^ Of him especially the

apostle says, "It is of faith, that it might be by grace,

" to the end that the promise might be sure to all the

* ' Man did not become by the fall an unmixed incorrlg'ible mass of pollu-

' tion and depravity, absolutely incapable of ramendment, or of knowing or

' discharging', by his natural powers; any part of the duty of a dependent ra-

' tional being.'

f 'The progress of sin after the fall was very rapid and excessive; but we
t are informed that, amidst the general depravity, " Enoch wallied with God;"
and that "Noah was a juat man, and perfect in his generations, and walked
with God." The former " was translated that he should not see death;'*

• and the latter was preserved with his family, when a flood of waters de.

' stroyed all other flesh upon the earth. Between the flood and the promul-
* gation of tiie law lived Abraham, who was called by God himself " the friend

of God; " Isaac, to whose prayer it pleased God to listen; and Job, who "was
" pprftet and upriglit, and one that feared God and eschewed evil."

:: T'om. xi. 5. § Rom. iv. Gal. iii. 6—18. Jam. ii. S^O— 24.

^' Cal iii 15—18. Ileb. vi. 13—19.
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" seed; nol to that only, which is of the law, but to that

" which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of

"us all. "^' Job indeed is not spoken of exactly in the

same manner in the New Testament: yet the decided

and strong testimony of him and his friends, to the de-

pravity of human nature; his profession of faith in the

Redeemer, who was to stand on the earth; and the

strong language of his penitent confessions;! clearly

shew in what way he was righteous before God.

When the *' Seed of the woman" had been promised;

the anticipated effects of his future obedience and re-

demption, as the Surety of the new covenant, began to

be experienced; and all believers, in every age and na-

tion, have been saved by faith in him. * Both in the

' Old and New Testament, everlasting life is offered to

' mankind by Christ, who is the Mediator, between

God and man. 'J

Calvinists, as Vv^ell as others, admit that many were

accepted with God, before the coming of Christ: the

only question is, whether the difference between these

and others, was by nature, or by grace; by works, or

by faith. And in this respect the testimonies of scrip-

ture are so numerous, and so decisive, that it might

have been supposed, they could not be misunderstood. t-

" Without faith it is impossible to please to God."

P. vi. 1. 12. ' A law given by a righteous and mer-

ciful God, proves the possibility of obedience.' The

apostle speaks of what " the law could not do,"1[ " in

*' that it was weak through the flesh." Now a law,

which it is in every sense possible for fallen man to

obey, could not properly be thus spoken of. The ar-

• Rom. iv. 16. I Job, xlv. 4. xv. 14— 16 xix. 25—27. xxv. 4. xlii. 6.

13—18. t Art. vii. § Ps. cxxx. 3, 4. cxliii. 2. Itom. iii- 19—26.

iv. 2—8. xi. 5, 6. Gal. iii. 10— 14. «[ T: fS-j'/xtov tk vc.ws " the im-

Dossibili-tv of the liiw." Rom, viii. 3. Gv..
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gument here turns entirely on the meaning of the word

possibility^ Suppose a perfect willingness, and unre-

mitted exertion through life, such a ' possibility of obe-

' dience' might be admitted. These were found in the

man Jesus Christ, but have not been found in any other

of Adam's posterity: and to all others obedience, per-

fect obedience, to the law of loving God with all the

heart, and their neighbours as themselves, has been

morally impossible. Yet * a righteous and merciful

God' knowing this, gave the law from mount Sinai,

more explicitly than before, and has continued it in full

authority, over all the race of men, as far as made known
to them, even to this day. " The law worketh wrath:"

nay, " the law entered, that the offence might abound:
" but where sin abounded, grace did much more
" abound."* To speak of the possibility of man's do-

ing what no mere man, out of the innumerable millions

of Adam's posterity, ever did, can prove nothing; even

if admitted, as an abstract truth, like the infinite divisi-

bility of matter: and if any other law, distinct from that

of perfect love to God and man, be intended; we should

be informed in what part of scripture it may be found,

and what it requires of man, as entire obedience to its

demands,

P. vi. 1. 22. * Even in the idolatrous days of Ahab
' and Jezebel,—there were seven thousand in Israel,

' who had not bowed their knees to Baal.' The apos-

tle speaking concerning this company, argues thus:

" What saith the answer of God unto him?" (Elijah.)

"I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who
" have not bowed the knee to the image o/'Baal. Even
'* so then, at this present time also, there is a remnant
" according to the election of grace: and if by grace,

• . • Rom. jv. 11 V. 20.
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*' then is it no more of works, otherwise grace is nO

" more grace."*

Nothing can be more decisive than this testimony.

The whole was from God; he had " reserved theiii to

"himself;" they were a "remnant according to the

" election of grace:" the case formed a parallel to tTiat

of the Jews, who believed in Christ, and were reserved,

when the nation in general was cast off for unbelief: and

the whole, in both instances, was " by grace, and not

by works."

In the subsequent page, his Lordship quotes several

passages from the prophets, containing pressing exhor-

tations to repentance, and works meet for repentance:

and I have a confidence, that none of the clergy enforce

these exhortations more fully and frequently, than those

whom he has vmdertaken to refute. We know, indeed,

that while we perform this our bounden duty, " God
" alone can give the increase:" we lament, with Moses,

over many whom we address; " Yet the Lord hath

" not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see,

" and ears to hear, unto this day:" but we would still

plead the promise in our prayers for them; " The Lord
" shall circumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy seed,

" to love the Lord thy God, with all thine heart, and

" with all thy soul; that thou mayest live:—and thou

" shalt return and obey the voice of the Lord, and do
*' all his commandments."!

P. 8, 1. 8. ' The incorrigible depravity of human
* nature, was not a doctrine inculcated under the Mo-
' saic dispensation/ The depravity of human nature is

every where in " the oracles of God," most clearly in-

culcated. This depravity is mcorfigible, except by

divine grace, as will clearly appear in the sequel: but

• Rom. xi. 2—6. f Deut xx'ix. 4. xxx. 6—8.
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r.o Calvinist maintains, that it cannot be corrected and

rectified by divine grace.

The exhortations in the New Testament, are as en-

ergetic, at least, as those in the Old; yet they do not

prove fallen man's moral ability by nature, independent

of divine grace, to comply with them; but merely what

God repuires of him, and to what the gospel calls and

encourages him. ' We have no power to do works
* pleasant and acceptable to God, without the grace

* of Christ preventing us, that we may have a good
* will, and working with us, when we have that good
^ will.'*

—'They who be endued with so excellent a

' benefit of God, be called according to his purpose, by
< his Spirit working in due season; they through grace

* obey the calling; they be justified freely; they be made
' the sons of God by adoption, &c.' (Art- xvii.)

P. viii. 1. 10. ' St. Paul, &c.'t The Gentiles were
" a law to themselves;" their own reason and conscience

formed the law, to which they ought to have been obe-

dient; and for violating which they merited condemna-

tion. The apostle docs not say, that " the law was
" written upon their hearts;" but " they shew the work
of the law written in their hearts." Many things re-

quired by the divine law, were evident to their reason

and conscience, and obtained their approbation, Fideo

meliora proboque; deteriora sequor. This was the sum
of their attainments.—.When in any instance, a heathen

* Art. X.

f ' St. Paul, in referring- to the ancient Gentile world, ascontradistinguish-

* ed to the Jews, says, that " the Gentiles were a law unto themselves;" that

" the law was written upon their hearts." Surely then it was possible for
* them to obey it; otherwise, liow could their " consciences bear them wit-

" ness, and their thoughts accuse or excuse one another.''" Indeed he ex-
* pressly says, that " the Gentiles, which have not t!ie law, do by nature the
«' things contained in the law," that is, the Gentiles though the natural sug-
' gestions oftheir own mind, discharge the moral duties enjoined bv the law
' of Moses.'
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acted according to the dictates of his reason and con-

science, which were *' a law unto himself;" his " con-

" science would excuse him;" and he would, when

this was known, be excused in the consciences of other

men; but when he acted contrary to this law of his own

reason and conscience; he would be self condemned,

and condemned by all others who judged by the same

rule. But " if a man's heart condemn him, God is

"greater than his heart, and knoweth all things:" and

" He who keepeth the whole law, and ofFendeth in one

point is guilty of all."*

A man when accused of a murder, which he did not

commit, finds his conscience excusing, or acquitting

him; but at the same time, he may be accused by his

conscience of robbery. Now his consciousness of in-

nocence as to the murder, is no reason why the judge

should not condemn him as a robber. The apostle's

avowed design is to " prove both Jews and gentiles, that

"^^ they are all under sin:"f and an interpretation coinci-

dent with that design must be adopted, unless we suppose

that he intended to contradict himself. Did the Gentiles

so ' discharge the moral duties enjoined by the law of

' Moses;' as to love God with all their hearts, and their

neighbour as themselves? Or did they only in particu-

lar instances, perform externally several virtues, which

were required by the law? If the latter be meant, no Cal-

vinist denies it; nor does this at all disprove their doc-

trine of original sin. Men in every age aud nation have

acted thus, from selfish and worldly motives, without

any regard to God, or intention of obeying him. Men's
corrupt passions have been opposed to each other, like

the balancing of parties by politicians; and the highest

victory of heathen morality, was attained when ambition

and love of the praise of men, or pride in one form or

• 1 John iii. 20. Jam. ii- 10. f Kom. iii. 9.
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Other, prevailed against covetousness and sensuality; and

what were deemed mean and grovelling vices. But in

all this, there was nothing " good before God," noth-

ing acceptable in his sight. They loved neither God
nor their neighbour with a holy love; and they did not

*' repent and do works meet for repentance*" After all,

the apostle says, " As many as have sinned without
** law, shall also perish without law," but he gives no

intimation of their acceptance and salvation. He had

before said, " So that they are without excuse."* All

men know more than they practise; and might know
more of God and his will than they do, if they did not

" love darkness rather than light,"f And this will leave

all, except those " who are justified freely by grace,"

self condemned at the tribunal of the Judge; '* That

" every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may
*• become guilty before God. "J

P. ix. 1. 1. ^ A rule of life ^ &c.'§ Have there been

any instances of men performing sincere, habitual,

persevering, though imperfect obedience in all particu-

lars through life, to the dictates of their own reason and

conscience? If no instances of this kind have been

found; the capacity of man to obey, whatever it be, is

an aggravation of his guilt in disobeying, and an addi-

tional proof of the desperate wickedness of the human
heart. The interpretation given of the apostle's words, *lf

as if spoken concerning men in general, and not con-

cerning a particular description of persons, brought in

• Rom. i. 20. ii. 12. f John ili. 19. + Rom. iii. 19.

§ ' A rule of life, derived from their Maker and interwoven in their

* frame; and that they were capable of obeying' it, although in fact iheir

'obedience has been very rare, and alvi'ays imperfect. This has arisen from

* the extreme difficulty of resisting " another law in their members warring

" against the law of their minds, hnd bringing them into captivity to the

"law of sin, which was in their members." ^ Uom. vii. 2!>.

VOL. I. D
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some measure at least under the influence of Christian

principles, certainly cannot be supported: but it does

not affect the main argument.

P. ix 1. 9, ''It will scarcely^ &.c.'* There never

was on earth a wretch so abandoned to vice, as not to

do externally some 'acts of mercy, justice, and self-de-

* nial.' Cicero speaks in energetic language of Cati-

line's self-denial^ in seeking to accomplish his most ne-

farious designs. Bands of robbers must observe some

rule of justice to each other, in dividing their booty.

Even murderers, under a special impulse, have been

known to shew mercy; and seducers, whose general

conduct is as cruel as that of murderers, are not unfre-

quently noted for a sort of liberality and partial benefi-

cence. But is there in all this any ' good thing in the

' sight of God?' For of this alone Calvinists consider

fallen man as morally incapable, without the special

grace of God. They do not suppose ' the temporary

* and occasional controul of their sinful jiassions' to be
* physically impossible:' nay, they allow, that from re-

gard to health, or interest, or reputation, numbers of un-

godly men impose a restraint on their strongest inclina-

tions, of a far more permanent nature: yet this,

not being done from regard to God, is not good in his

sight.

P. ix. 1. 2-2. ' The understanding was greatly im-

' paired by the fall; but no one will maintain, that it

' was utterly destroyed, or that what remains is incapa-

' ble of improvement.'—As his Lordship most reason-

ably allows, that no one, (not even a Calvinist,) will

maintain, that the understanding was utterly destroyed

• ' It w^ll scarcely be (Vnled that some acts of mercy, jiistia-, and self-de-

* ninl are reconkJ in profane historj', and therelore upon these occasions, as

< far lit least as eternal deeds are concerned, men were able to counteract

.'the depravity introduced into tlieir nature by the fid! of Adam.'
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by the fall; the passage is adduced merely as introduc-

tory to what next follows.

P. X. I, 1. ' Every good affection, towards God,
' and towards man, was not totally extinguished.' It

must not be concealed, that we Calvinists do maintain,

that all ' good affections towards God were totally ex-

' tinguished by the fall.' " That which is born of the

" flesh is flesh:" and, " the carnal mind is enmity

" against God:" and enmity against God is wholly in-

compatible with good affections towards him.*—If na-

tural instinctive love to near relatives, or any of those

things, which have before been mentioned, as found in

fallen man, apart from special grace be ' good affec-

' tions,' we allow of them; but in no other sense. ' Be-

' cause, through the weakness of our mortal nature, we
' can do no good thing without thee, grant us the help

' of thy grace. 't Things good before men, no doubt,

fallen man can do without special grace: but not things

good before God; as his Lordship afterwards concedes.

P. 10. A^ote from Melancthon. This note I shall

attempt to translate; and then it will speak for itself.

' Therefore the true definition of the law of nature is,

' that the law of nature is the knowledge of the divine

* law, implanted in the nature of man. For on this ac-

' count man is said to have been created after the image
' of God; because the image shone forth in him; that is,

' the knowledge of God, and a certain liekness of the

' divine mind: that is, the discrimination of things

* honourable and base: and with this knowledge the

' powers of man agreed. The will, before the fall, was

' turned unto God; true sentiments also glowed in the

' mind, and in the will, love towards God; and the heart

'assented, without any hesitation, to the things known.

' And they determined, that we were created to ac-

* Jolin ill. 6. Uom. viii. 7- f ^'"l- ^ Sunday after Trliiily.
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' knowledge and praise that God, and to obey that Lord

' who created us, sustained us, and impressed his image

' on us; who demands and approves righteous things;

' and on the contrary, condemns and punishes things un-

' righteous. But, though in this corruption of nature,

: ' the image ofGod being defaced: these things known do
* not thus shine forth, yet they remain: but the heart re-

' sists, and certain doubts rush in which seem to con-

' tend against these known truths.* The reader will ob-

serve, that all, except the last sentence, is spoken of

man as God at first created him; and the energetic ex-

pression, sed cor repugnat^ * the heart resists,' clearly

establishes our sentiments, and shews the need which we

have of a "new heart," in order to "walk in newness

" of life." " Make the tree good, and his fruit good:

" for a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.''

P. xi. 1. 17. ' To those ivho^ &?c.** Did not our Sa-

viour preach ' the glad tidings of the Gospel?' And
were they not conveyed to his hearers till afterwardsFf

If John the Baptist, and our Lord and his apostles, and

the seventy disciples, during his life on earth, preached

the gospel: then most clearly the instances of good things

in men, during that period which are afterwards men-

tioned, should be ascribed to the grace of the gospel.

P. xi. 1. 21. "I am not come," says Christ, "to
" call the righteous, but sinners to repentance:" 'we
' may therefore affirm upon the authority of our blessed

* Saviour himself, that there is at least a degree of righ-

' teousness in some men.'—If any be righteous in

themselves, without Christ; he did not come to call

them to be his disciples, or to seek salvation from him.

If their o^vn righteousness be sufficient for their juslifi-

•

• ' To those who heard the preaching- of our Saviour, and to whom the

' glad tidlng's of the gos])el were afterwards conveyed.'

f Matt. iv. 2.". Mark i. 14. l.uke iv. 18.
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cation, they may be saved without him: yet for this,

' some degree of righteousness' will not suffice; '* But

^" Christ shall profit them nothing," if he do not call

them to come unto him and trust in him. The per-

sons spoken of either had previously repented, or

they had not: if they had repented, and were then peni-

tent; this was an acknowledgement of their sinful-

ness and need of mercy; if they had not repented,

either they had never sinned, or they remained unpar-

doned; for it will scarcely be maintained, that impeni-

tent sinners have obtained forgiveness. "God com-
*' mandeth all men every where to repent:"* and he who
has not repented, and yet " needs no repentance," must

have been perfectly holy in heart and life, from his very

birth.

P. xii. 1. 15. * By the righteous ^ CsPc.'f Whether
Dr. Whitby's comment on the scripture referred to, or

that of those ' who wish to reconcile this passage to the

*Calvinistic system,' be preferable, must be left to the

decision of the reader. But it may be observed, that

many in reality * need the spiritual Physician,' who
think they do not; and therefore despise and neglect

him; on the other hand, there are none of the whole

fallen race of man, who do not want him. * I have

• need,' says he, who ** was filled with the Holy Ghost
*' even from his mother's womb; 'J

*' I have need to be

*' baptized of thee, andcomest thou to me?"§

• Acts xvii. 30.

\ 'By the righteous, (says AVhitby, very justly,^ we are not to understand

' those who are only righteous in their own conceits, such as the Pharisees

• were, who justified themselves before men, and trusted in themselves tliat

' they were righteous, and despised others, in comparison of themselves: fur

• such are not whole, but have great need of tlie spiritual physician: and

'such especially the gospel calleth to repentance'

% Luke i. 15. § Matt. iii. 14.
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P. xii. 1. 25. ' Moreover^ ^c,^* Did our Lord dicn

come to call none but such as live in the customary prac-

tice of sin?' Are others excluded from his salvation?

Or, have they no need of it? Are the righteous here de-

scribed, become righteous without the grace of the gos-

pel? And is their righteousness sufficient for their ac-

ceptance with God, without the merits and atonement

of Christ? ' We have no power to do good works plea-

* sant and acceptable to God, without the grace of God
* by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good
' will, and working in us, when we have that good

will.'t * Works done before the grace of Christ, and
' the inspiration of his Spirit, are not pleasant to God. 'J

' Good works, which are the fruits of faith, and follow

' after justification, cannot put away our sins, and en-

' dure the severity of God's judgment; yet they are

' pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ.'^—Were
then Job, and Zacharias and Elizabeth, " righteous be-

" fore God," by a natural good disposition, or by

special grace? His Lordship grants, that ' our weak and

* unassisted nature will not allow us to perform,' an ac-

tion * good in the sight of Godc'1[ Zacharias and Eliza-

beth were righteous before God; therefore " by the

* ' Moreover, tbe word sinners here innports such persons as live in a cus-

Momary practice of sin, so that the tenor oftlieir lives i? wicked, and who
' are therefore to be called to tliat repentance which consists in the change o^

e their lives, frunr» the service of sin to holiness, from slavery to Satan to the

' fear of God; and therefore, by the righteous who need no repentance, we
' are not to understand those who are entirely free from sin; for so, there is

c not a just man upon earth, nor any man who is not a sinner; but those who
' are truly and sincerely rigliteous, have truly reformed their lives, who care-

t fully endeavour to abstain from all known sins, and set themselves sincerely

*to the performance of their whole duty botli to (iod and man, and so are

righteous and acceptable in the sight of (iod; in which sense Job was righ.

' teous and eschewed evil; Zacharias and Elizabeth were righteous, walking

* in all the commandments of tlie Lord; and Simeon; snd so they needed not

« that repentance which consists in the change of the life from a course of

•sinning- to a living unto God.'

f Art. X. 4 Art. xiii. § Art. xii. ^ Page 07- Kef.
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*' grace of God they were what they were." It is said

of Simeon that " the Holy Ghost was upon him; and

*' the goodness of his character must surely be ascribed

*' to special grace; yet he also waited for the consola-

"tion of Isiael," and welcomed the child Jesus, as

" the Salvation of God."

If the persons spoken of needed not that repentance

which other sinners did, it was because they had repent-

ed, and were daily repenting; for no impenitent sinner

can be " righteous before God," whether his sins have

been many or few; and *' there is not a just man on
*' earth, who doeth good and sinncth not."*—But ' they

' lived before the gospel dispensation.'—Was it then

peculiar to Abraham, that he was justified by faith, long

before the coming of Christ? Might it not be said of

all believers, from the beginning, as well as of him;

" It is of faith, that it might be by grace?" Their light,

and comfort, and friiitfulness came from the dawning

of the " Sun of Righteousness," before he became vi-

sible above the horizon.— ' My good child know this,

' that thou art not able to do these things of thyself, nor

* to walk in the commandments of God, and to serve

* him without his special grace. 'f Was the case then

different before the coming of Christ? and were men at

that time able to ' keep the commandments of God, and
' to serve him, without his special grace?'

P. xiv. I. 14. ' That on the good, &c.'| Will his

Lordship then maintain, that " the honest and good

* Ec. vli. 20.

f Ques. in Cat. before tlie Lord's Prayer.

" That on tlie good ground," says Christ, "are they which in an hone.st

" and good heart, liavlng heard tiie woid, keep it, and bring forlli fruit vvitli

" patience;'' ' here we have again our Saviour's authority for saj ing, that there

' is some honesty, some goodness of heart in the human race; and that dif-

' ferent men possess these virtuous quahties in different degrees, since of the

' seed which fell upon good ground, some brought forth " an hundred fold,

" some sixty, some thirty."
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"heart," in which "the word of the kingdom," the

good seed, takes root, and brings forth fruit, is uniform-

ly the effect of * some honesty and goodness of heart in

* the human race?' And ifthis be not always the case, what

reason is there to suppose it ever is? "A new heart will

" I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you,

" and I will take away the stoney heart out of your flesh,

" and will give you a heart of flesh; and I will put my
" own Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
" statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do
" them."* " Do not err, my beloved brethren; every

" good gift, and every perfect gift is from above, and

" Cometh down from the Father of lights»"t " I have

" planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the in-

" crease."! ' They be called according to God's pur-

' pose by his Spirit working in due season; they through

' grace obey the calling.'^ * O God, from whom all ho-

' ly desires, all good counsels, and all just works do

' proceed. 'TT We have ' our Saviour's authority for

* saying,' that " out of the heart of men proceed evil

" thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, covetous-

"ness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye,

" blasphemy, pride, foolishness. "|| And also, that

" No man can come unto him, except it be givpn to

*' him of the Father."** But where he says, that * there

* is some honesty, some goodness of heart in the human

*race;' except as implanted by the grace of God, does

not appear.

P. XV. I. 4. ' To what purpose^ &c.'tt If men

» Ez. xxxvi. 26, 27. \ Jam. i. 16, 17. + 1 Cor. iii. 6

§ Art. xvii. •[ 2 Col. Even. II
Mark vii. 21, 23.

•* John. vi. 65.

tf
' To what purpose would this advice be given, ifmen had not the pow-

* er of resisting the wiles of the devil, of supporting the trials of persecution,

* and of withstanding tiie temptations of the riches and pleasures of this

* world, the three causes to which our Saviour ascribes the failure of re-

' ligious instruction.?'
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neither have by nature, nor can have by grace, power

to comply with the advice given; it would certainly be

given in vain. But will his Lordship maintain, that

men have, without the grace of God, power to do all

those things, which are here mentioned?— ' Because by
* the weakness of our mortal nature, we can do no good

* thing without thee. Grant us the help of thy grace, that

* in keeping thy commandments we may please thee, both

* in will and deed.'* The reader may profitably exa-

mine the texts referred to below; though it would carry

us too far to quote, and particularly consider them.f

—

It is undoubtedly our duty to comply with every com-

mand, exhortation and counsel of scripture: but whether

we have by nature, any moral ability^ or disposition to

do this, is precisely the question to be decided.

P. xvi. 1. 6. ' If they do not by their prayers and

* exertions endeavour to obtain his favour and assist-

* ance.' The duty and necessity of prayer, as well as

exertion, are undeniable; but the Lord teaches us to

give the honour to him, even for a heart and disposition

to pray. " I will pour out upon the house of David,

" and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of

" grace and supplication. "| " Lord thou hast heard

" the desire of the humble; thou wilt prepare their

" heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear."§ Nor does

our church fail to keep this in our remembrance. * Grant

* that we to whom thou hast given an hearty desire to

* pray.'IT * As by thy special grace.preventing us, thou

* dost put into our hearts good desires.
'||

P. xvi. 1. 9. ' Our Saviour^ SsPc.'** The persons

• Col. 1 after Trin. f 2 Cor. xli. 9, 10. Eph. Hi. 16, 17. vi. 10—12

Phil. iv. 13. Col. i. 11. 2 Tim. i. 14. 1 Pet. v. 9, 10. 1 John v. 4, 5.

t Zech. xii. 10. § Ps. x. 17. % Col. 3 Sun. after Trin. \\ Col.

East. Sun.
** ' Our Saviour represents the " roan travelling Into a far country, wlio

"called his own servants, and delivered unto them liLs goods," assaying',

VOL. I. E
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spoken of in this parable, were all professed servants of

Christ: some shewed the sincerity of their professed

faith and love, by improving their talents; but the un-

profitable servant shewed his insincerity by his sloth,

and hard thoughts of his Lord.—" Nothing availeth,

—

'' but faidi which worketh by love:"—but "the fruit

" of the Spirit is love."* That, therefore, which dis-

tinguished the good servants from the unprofitable ser-

vant, was *'the fruit of the Spirit;" not of nature, but

of grace.

P. xvii. 1. 16. 'Let it, ^c.^\ 'God's drawing,'

so far from ' excluding our consent,' indeed induces

and secures our consent. *' Thy people shall be willing

" in the day of thy power."!

Note X. The following, ^c.''\ To this quotation

from Bp. Hooper, the blessed Reformer and Martyr, no

sober-minded Calvinist will hesitate to give his full and

cordial consent.

' upon his return, to each of those servants, who by tradin,^ had gained other

' talents besides those which were entrusted to them, " "Well done thou good

" and faithful servant, thou liast been faithful over a few things, I will make
" thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord:" ' Does

• not this part of the parable shew the power of exertion, and the certainty of
' reward.? Aud does not the casting of the unprofitable servant, who had

' hidden his talent in the earth, into outer darkness, where shall be weeping

• and gnashing of teeth, prove, that those who are slothful and inactive, who
' do not by their own diligence improve the gifts which they receive in this

' life, will be severely punished in the world to come."

* 2 Gal. v. 6. 22, 2,3.

} 'Let it however be remembered, in the words of Dr. Doddridge's note;

^ upon this verse, that " the truth is, God's drawing does not exclude our

•' consent to follow, and our activity in doing it; but it always includes a

'f divine agency."

\ I's. ex. 3.

§ 'The following is the comment of Bishop Hooper, one ofour Reformers

t and Martyrs, upon this text;' " No man coraeth unto me, except my Father

" draw him.'' " Many understand these words in a wrong sense, as if God
" required bo more in a reasonable man, than in a dead post, and mark not

" the words which follow: * Every mi,n that heareth and learneth of my Fa-

• ther, oineth «nto me.' " God draweth with l^ls word and the Holy Ghost,-
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P. xviii. 1. 5. ' There is not, &fc.'* The meaning

annexed to the word supernatural is the only point to be

settled in this passage. If it mean miraculous^ in the

common acceptation of the word; the assertion may be

admitted: if it signify compulsory, so as to exclude free

agency and voluntary concurrence, it is certainly true.

But supernatural properly means what is above nature,

and to which nature, left to its unassisted powers, could

not attain; and, in this sense of the word, we boldly

maintain, that no man, in any age or nation, ever be-

lieved the gospel with a living and saving faith, working

by love, without a supernatural power exerted on his

mind. Is there nothing above or beyond man's fallen

nature, in the drawing and teaching of God before men-

tioned? Is there nothing of this implied, when it is said,

" the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great num-
" ber believed, and was turned to the Lord?"t Or
when it is said of Lydia, " Whose heart the Lord open-

*' ed, that she attended unto the things which were

" spoken of Paul?"| Or in the words of the apostle,

" I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the

'' increase?"^ Or in those of St. James, "Of his own
*' will begat he us by the word of truth, &,c,"

Indeed, every time the apostle thanked God for the

success of the gospel in the conversion of his hearers, he

evidently ascribed tliat event to a supernatural power giv-

ing efficacy to the word of truth: unless he used this lan-

guage in the same formal and unmeaning manner, as

the Pharisee at the temple said, " God I thank thee that

" but man's duty is to hear and learn; that is to say, to receH-e the grace of-

" fered, consent to the promise, and not to impugn the God that calleth."

• ' Tlitre is not a single passage in the New Testament, which leads us

* to suppose that any supernatural power was exerted over the minds of or-

' dinary hearers; and therefore we aro authorized to attribute their faith to the

' voluntary exercise of their reason.'

I Acts xl. 21. I Acts .\vi, 14. § 1 Cor. iii, 6.
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" I am not as other men are, &.c."* But let the reader

compare with this, the passages referred to.f

When St. Paul says. We *' were by nature children

" of wrath even as others; but God, who is rich in mer-
*' cy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even

" when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together

" with Christ, and hath raised us up together;*' does

this imply nothing supernatural?! He had before said,

" What is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-

" ward wdio believe, according to the working of his

" mighty power, which he wrought in Christ when he
*' raised him from the dead:"$ and he, in the pas-

sage above quoted, returns to the illustration of the di-

vine power, exerted in his conversion, and in that of the

Ephesians. But probably his Lordship only meant,

compulsory^ by supernatural; and faith is certainly a

voluntary exercise of our rational faculties: yet a power

far beyond nature must be employed, to render proud,

worldly, ungodly men, willing to use their faculties in

this manner.

P. xviii. 1. 18. ' Why should they not be compc-

* tent, by the use of their natural faculties, to understand,

' that Jesus was the promised Messiah?' Because their

minds were blinded by prejudices and corrupt passions,

" How can ye believe, who receive honour one of

" another, and seek not the honour that cometh from

" God only?"1[ Indeed, if merely understanding that

Jesus was the promised Messiah, were the living and
saving faith which the gospel requires; numbers in the

days of our Lord, and in every subsequent age have

thus believed without special grace.
||

But his Lord-

ship elsewhere repeatedly allows the distinction, between

• Luke xvlii. 11. f Eph. i. 15, 16. 1 Thes. i. 2—5. ill. 9. 2 Thes. i. 3.

+ Eph. ii. 3—6. § Eph. i. 19, 20. If John v. 44. II John li-

22—25, vi. 14, 15. 65, 66. xii. 41, 42.



ON THE FIRST CHAPTER. 29

this dead faith, and that living faith which " worketh by
" love." The miracles and discourses of our Lord

were the means used in bringing men to believe in him;

but the drawing and teaching of God were in every

case the efficacious cause of true faith, as he himself

hath expressly testified; "No man can come unto me,

" except the Father which hath sent me draw him, and

" I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the

*' prophets, and they shall be all taught of God, every

" man therefore who hath heard, and hath learned of the

" Father, cometh unto me."—" Therefore said I unto

" you, that no man can come unto me, except it were

" given unto him ofmy Father."*

r» XX. 1. 1. ^ A sincere, &c.'t This is the un-

doubted import of the words of our Lord: J but it de-

termines nothing concerning ' the source of this sincere

' disposition,' whether from fallen nature, or from the

special grace of God.

P. XX. 1. 7. ' No acuteness of understanding, no
' depth of learning, no labour of research were requi-

* site, ^t'c' * A sincere disposition to obey the divine

* will' must include a sincere desire of becoming ac-

quainted with it; and how can this be manifested except

by the ' labour of research?' If a Calvinist had incau-

tiously dropped such a word from his lips or pen: many

would have said, that he expected the knowledge of

the doctrine, without the labour of searching the scrip-

tures, and diligently using the proper means of obtaining

that knowledge; supposing that he should receive it in

consequence of a divine decree, by some vision or new

revelation, according to the presumptuous hopes of en-

* John vi. 44, 45. 65.

f ' A sincere disposition to obey the Divine will was therefore all that was
' necessary, to enable a person to judge whether the doctrine preach? d bv

' (Jlirist was the invention of man (jr a revelation from God.'

t John vii. 17.
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thusiasts. But we remember, that he who said, " He
*' shall know the doctrine, &Pc;" said also, " Search the

*' scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life,

" and they are they which testify of me:"* and also

" the instructions of Solomon: " My son, if thou

" wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments
" with thee; so that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom,

" and apply thine heart to understanding; yea, ifthou cri-

*' est after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for under-

*' standing; ifthou seekest her as silver, and searchest for

*' her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the

" fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God; for

" the Lord giveth wisdom."! We do not expect to

know the will, or truth of God, without ' the labour

' of research;' or without fervent constant prayer to be

enabled to understand, believe, and obey the word of

God. Thus the Bereans "received the word with all

*' readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,

" whether those things were so; therefore many of them

" believed."!

P. XX. 1. 16. * These men,§ however reluctantly,

* believed that Jesus was the Messiah, although their

* faith did not produce a suitable conduct.'—The suf-

ficiency even of our fallen nature, to yield to unanswer-

able evidence, and reluctantly to believe, without loving

or obeying, few Calvinists would deny. But this dead

and worthless faith, of which even devils are capable, is

distant, toto ccelo, from the faith of those, " who believe

*' to the saving of their soul."

P. 22, 1. 19. ' These new proselytes amounted to

' three thousand souls, whom St. Luke here represents

' as by degrees converted, before they received the

' Holy Ghost.'—His Lordship seems to make a dis-

• John V. 39. r t Prov. W. 1—6. \ Acts xvii. 1 1, 12-

§ John xl'i. 42, 43.
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tinction between the proseliting, and the converting of this

company. They suddenly became proselytes, and by

degrees were converted. But in the history nothing of

this kind appears. The apostle says, " Repent and be

" baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus

" Christ for the remission of sins. " " Then they that

" gladly received the word were baptized. And the

" same day there were added to them, about three thou-

" sand souls."* Did they then "gladly receive the

" word, which called them to repentance and faith in

" Jesus Christ;" and the profession of that faith by be-

ing baptized: and were they added to the apostles and

primitive believers, before they were converted? Or do

any imagine, that Calvinists in general expect more

sudden conversions? Averse as our opponents may be

to sudden conversions, (and probably they are not more

so than many of us are,) it might have been supposed,

that on so extraordinary an occasion, it would have been

admitted, that these persons were suddenly converted:

though it should have been necessary to caution the

reader against considering this as a general rule for

conversions in ordinary circumstances: and that the

events of that memorable day would have been regarded

as parallel to the case of the penitent thief on the cross.

—They were, however, ' converted before they received

* the Holy Ghost:' But if " no man can say, that Jesus

"is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost;"t if the office

of the Holy Ghost be to " convince—of sin, of right-

" eousness, and of judgment;"—to " glorify Christ;

" and to receive of his, and shew them to men;"| and

if "love, joy, and peace,'' be " the fruits of the Spirit:"

then they certainly had received the Holy Ghost as

" the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,*' on the very day of

• Acts ii. 38 41. f 1 Cor. xii. o- t John xvi. T— 12.
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Pentecost; for " they continued stedfastly in the apos-

" ties' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,

" and in prayers."* At what time they received the Holy

Ghost, as enduing them with miraculous powers, and

the gift of tongues, it is not said; but surely, the things

recorded of them in the close of the second chapter of

Acts, shew that they were immediately rendered true

believers in Christ.

P. xxiii. 1. 4. ' This miracle and these arguments,

' by their united force, gradually removed all prejudice.'

Where do we read in the history of gradually^ and

''progressive effect,^ as afterwards in the same page, in

St. Luke's narrative? If a Calvinist had endeavoured to

give such a turn to any passage, which seemed to mili-

tate against his doctrines, it would, and indeed justly,

have been ascribed to his partial attachment to a peculiar

system.

P. xxiii* 1. 19. * The conversion of these persons

* also was owing to the exercise of their own natural

powers.' Is it here meant, that ' Hie Deus nihilfecit?''

Must every instance of conversion, recorded in scrip-

ture, be expressly noticed as the effect of special grace,

in order to prevent the conclusion, that it was wholly

from fallen nature, unrenewed, nay, unassisted? But

perhaps no more was meant; than that no coercion was

used; and that the conversion of the Samaritans was ef-

fected in entire consistency with the free exercise of their

own rational powers,

P. xxiv. 1. 9. ' Had it, &c.'t Cornelius was " a de-

" vout man, and one that feared God with all his house,

" which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to

• Acts ii. 42—47.

f
' Had it been consistent with the plan of divine Providence to communi-

' cate such conviction by supernatural influence, the preaching of Peter in

* the house of Corneruis would have been superfluous and unnecessary.'
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*' God ahvay." He was a just man,—" of good re-

" port among all the nation of the Jews;" " his prayer

" was heard, and his alms were had in remembrance in

"the sight of God."* Now will any minister of our

established church ascribe all these things to man's fallen

nature, independent of special grace?— ' We have no
' power of ourselves to do good works, pleasant and ac-

' ceptable to God, without the grace of God in Christ

' preventing us that we may have a good will, and work-
' ing with us, when we have that good will.'f ' We
' humbly beseech thee, that as by thy special grace pre-

' venting us, thou dost put into our hearts good desires,

' £5*0.
'I The miraculous powers afterwards conferred

were evidently distinct from that special grace, by which

a gentile had been brought to " fear God and work
" righteousness," in so exemplary a manner.

Again, let the argument concerning Peter's preaching

being superfluous and unnecessary, on the supposition,

that supernatural influence produced the conviction on

the mind of Cornelius and his friends, be fairly con-

sidered. The casting down of the walls of Jericho was

indisputably the effect of supernatural power; but was

all the conduct of Joshua, and of the priests, and of Is-

rael, superfluous ' and unnecessary?' If in instances evi-

dently miraculous, the use of appointed means are

neither superfluous nor unnecessary; how can they be

so, in any case, in which supernatural power is exerted?

To use the appointed means, and to expect success

from the opizs operatiim, and not from God, is self-de-

pendence; to neglect means, and yet to expect success

from God, is enthusiasm and presumption. But to use

the means which God has appointed, and to depend on

* Acts X. 2. 4. 22. ?A. f Art x. i Cnl. for East. Sund.

VOL. r. F
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his special grace to render them successful, is evidently

the scriptural plan, Mary, the mother of our Lord,

expected from him a miraculous interposition, when

wine was Avanted at the marriage at Cana: but she very

properly charged the servants, thus, " Whatsoever he

" saith unto you, do it;" and they as properly complied.

Was this ' superfluous and unnecessary?'

P. xxiv. 1. 16. * Hence it appears, that the faith of

' the Bereans was the result of the candour, with which

' they listened to the preaching of the apostle, and of the

' diligence with which they inquired into the evidences

' of the gospel.' But does it also appear, that this candour

and this diligence were the produce of fallen human na-

ture, without special grace? " Do not err my beloved

" brethren, every good gift and every perfect gift is

" from above, and cometh down from the Father of

*' lights.''*

P. xxiv. 1. -6. ' I?i w/io?n, &c.'t Was there then

no communication of the Holy Spirit to the Ephesians,

in order to their believing? Grotius zealously maintain-

cd this opinion, but here even his admirer, Bp. Bull,

saw reason to differ from him. * These things, (I may
' observe by the '.v^ay,) throw light on the observation,

' which so wonderfully pleased the learned Grotius, that

' he seized the opportunity of collecting it from almost

' every place: namely,—that the Holy Spirit, in the

' New Testament, is most frequently placed after faith.

' This observation is true, if it be understood concern-

' ing that most copious effusion of conspicuous gifts,

• J;iTn. i. 16, 17.

I
" I» v.-lioni (namely in Clirist' ye also Imsted," afti-r that "ye heard tlie

'' word of triitl), the Gospel of yoiii- salvation: in whom also, afu;r that, ye be-

'' lievcd, ye were sealed with tliat Holy Spirit of promise:" ' The order to be

• lieie noticed is this,—first, tlic bearing of the word; secondly, belief pr -

' dticed by that hearing; thiidly, the communication of the Spirit in coH:y."

([ucnce of that bclict

'
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* which was peculiar to the primitive church; or even

* concerning that fuller measure of the Spirit, which by,

' and after, faith formed by love, believers even now re-

* ceivc. In the mean time, it is certain that some spe-

' cial operation of the divine Spirit always precedes ef-

' ficacious faith. Nor do I believe, that the intention

' of that great man was different; though in some places

* his words may seem to have been too crudely con-

* ceived.' fJ^p' Bull.J Translation, (Harmonia Apos-

tolica, c. xi. § 9.)
—" No man can say that Jesus is the

" Lord, but by the Holy Ghost."*- It appears that his

Lordship, as well as many other learned men, supposes

" the seal of the Spirit," to signify miraculous gifts,

such as were conferred on Cornelius arid his friends:

but an impartial and careful examination of the subject

must lead to a contrary conclusion. "Ye were sealed

" with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest

" of our inheritance, until the redemption of the pur-

" chased possession, unto the praise of his glory."t

But how could miraculous gifts be the earnest and

pledge of the eternal inheritance? "Many will say to

" me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied

" in thy name; and in thy name have cast out devils; and

" in thy name done many wonderful works? And then

" will I profess unto them, I never knew you; depart

" from me ye that work iniquity."!— *' Though I speak

" with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not

"charity, [^yumn, love,) I am become as sounding

" brass, or a tinkling cymbal: and though I have the

" gift of prophesy, and understand all mysteries, and
" all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that

" I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am
" nothing."«i[ For nothing " availeth, but faith which

» 1 Cor. xli. 3. f Kph. i. 13, 14. ± Matt. vli. 23, 23.

•y ] Cor. xiii. 1, ?. .
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" vvorketh by love."* Men of the character described

in these texts, could have no earnest of the inheritance.

They were at the time, when they wrought miracles

and prophesied, " workers of iniquity;" so that the Sa-

viour " never knew them.*' An earliest is soniething

given in hand as a pledge and security for the perform-

ance of a promise, or the fulfilment of a bargain: f but

miraculous gifts in no degree secure the promised in-

heritance to the possessor. Again, the apostle says,

" Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are

" scaled to the day of redemption."! But how can they

be " sealed to the day of redemption," who are at the

very time the children of the devil, and heirs of hell?§

—" Now he who establisheth us with you in Christ, and

" hath anointed us, is God, who hath also sealed us, and

*' given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts."^ Es-

tablishment in Christ, the anointing, ||
the " seal, the

"' earnest of the Spirit in the heart," (the seat of the af-

fections,) all combine to shew, that "things which ac-

*' company siilvation"** are intended. But miraculous

powers do not, and never did, uniformly accompany sal-

vation; for immense multitudes have been and will be

saved, who in this sense, ' received not the Holy Ghost:'

and many who had thus received it were not saved. In-

deed this opinion implies, that none ever had " the seal

'* and earnest of the Spuit;" but a part of the primitive

christians: and if there be no other * communication of

' the Spirit;' and yet, " If any man have not the Spirit

" of Christ, he is none of his;"tt the case of all profess-

ed christians in all subsequent ages has been hopeless; all

* Gal. V. 6. f Gen. \x:i;viii. \7. Septuagint. ApfixCa-v a voce Giiarab

{V.eh.^ qwod spondere significat.—Est auttin .^frroio par.s pretii data in an.

lecehaLm, iilde toto pretio sccuUiro ,fule.sfi:it. (^Grot. in Leigh.')

i Epli. iv. 30. § 1 Joha iii. 8—10. % 2 Coi-. i. 21, 22. il 1 J"iir. ii. 1^, «0.

** lh-h.\'i. 9. tt ifioni.viil. 9.
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expectation, at present, of '* receiving the Holy Ghost,"

must be enthusiastical and presumptuous; and all the

worship of our established church marked with the same

stain.

Our Lord said to his disciples: "If ye love me,
" keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father,

" and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may
" abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth,

*' whom the world cannot receive; because it seeth him
''not, neither knoweth him; but ye know him, for he
" dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."* Hence we
learn, that the Holy Spirit dwelt with the apostles be-

fore the day of Pentecost, and yet lie was not given to

them as "a Comforter, to abide with them for ever.^'

As " the Spirit of life," of illumination, and conviction,

as drawing them to believe in Christ and love him; and

in no small measure, enabling them to work miracles,

he dwelt with them; but not as their abiding Comforter,

their animating Counsellor, and Advocate. Love is the

fruit of the Spirit; yet love of Christ, and its effects in

influencing them to keep his commandments, must pre-

cede their receiving him as a Comforter. The Spirit,

as enabling them to work miracles, did not *' abide
*' with them for ever; but only till death tf but the

Comforter would be " in them a fountain of water
'' springing up into everlasting life."| Hence it may
be inferred, that the preventing grace of the Holy Spirit,

as convincing men of sin; in softening, humbling, and

changing the heart; in disposing and enabling them
to repent and believe in Christ; to " love him and
" keep his commandments," prepares the way for his

further influences, as an unfailing Source of consolation,

the Earnest, the Seal, and the First fruits of the eternal

inheritance, the Spirit of adoption, witnessing with their

, * .Tolin xiv. 15—17- f 1 Co;-, xiii. S. f Cnmp. John iv. 14. wiUi vii. 5T
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spirits, that they are the children and heirs of God;* -

that in order to obtain this inestimable blessing, they

must shew their love to Christ by keeping his com-

mandnients;! that by any evil tempers or misconduct,

even they who are thus sealed, " grieve the Holy Spirit,"

and interrupt his consolations; till like David in deep

repentance, they earnestly pray, " Cast me not away

" from thy presence, take not thy Holy Spirit from me;

" restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold

" me with thy free Spirit.^"

P. XXV. last line. * The Spirit was never commu-
* nicated to those who refused to believe.' Professed

faith in Christ generally preceded the communication

of miraculous powers; yet many who received these,

though they did not ' refuse to believe;' yet did * not

' believe to the saving of the soul;' having only a dead

and temporary faith; " not that which worketh by love."

I say generally, for the case of Cornelius and his friends

was an exception to this rule. §

P. xxvi. 1. 7. ' Might become, &c.'*I[ This no Cal-

vinist denies: but what is such a faith, but the dead faith

described by St. James, of which even the devils are

capable? If then the devils can thus believe, the most

impious and Avicked of the human race are capable of

doing the same. We only maintain, that living, saving

" faith, which worketh by love," and " overcometh the

'* world," and ' may be as evidently known,' by good

works, ' as a tree is discerned by its fruit,' cannot be

• Rom. ili, 15—17. Gal. iv. 6. f John xlv. 22—25. i Ps. li. 11, 12.

§ See the translaled quotation from Rp. Bull in the preceding remark.

^1
' Might become, without any supernatural aid, believers in the divine

' mission of Christ: yet it is material to observe, that ihis belief M'as not al-

' wav,s followed by steaily perseverance, or even accompanied by just scntj-

• ir.ents and right principle.?, while tiie belief itself remained, "ur Saviour, in

' his parable of liie sower, already referred to, speaks ol' those, " who fur a

' \l!;le believe, and in time of temptation foil away."
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exercised by fallen man, without a supernatural influ-

ence. Concerning any other faith, we have no contro-

versy with any man. They, who for a while believed,

and " in time of temptation fell away,'' " had no root

" in themselves." They were never *' rooted and

" grounded in love;" they never shewed, " the work
" of faith and labour of love, and patience of hope in

"our Lord Jesus Christ."*

P. xxvii. 1. 5. * The truth is, &c.'f If the con-

verts were so * persuaded that Jesus was the Messiah,'

as to believe in him with a true and living faith; they

immediately became * faithful disciples of Christ;'

though they had still much to learn. They had entered

his school in order to further proficiency. Ingredere ut

prqficias. " Go make disciples" (m«^«tsu9-<*ts) " of all

" nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
" of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching"

(A(j^t<rt/ovTi;) " them to observe all things whatsoever I

*' have commanded you.J" They must first bring men
to become Christians by general instruction, and then

teach them more particularly what Christianity required

of them. But a dead faith could only make hypocrites,

not disciples; neither would it prepare the mind or heart

for subsequent instruction.

P. xxvii. 1. 13. ' The change^ &c.'§ If men, called

* Markiv. 16, 17. Epli.iii. 17- 1 Thes. i. 3.

J-
' The truth is, that after the converts were persuaded that Jesus was t'ne

' Messiah, many errors were to be renounced, many sins were to be abandon-

* ed, many lusls were to be mortified, many impurities were to be corrected,

'man} duties were to be performed, many virtues were to be cultivated, be-

' fore tliey could have any claim to the character of faithful disciples of

' Christ.'

% Matt, xxviii. 19, 20.

§ * The change in the m.inds, and hearts, and conduct, of those who recei-

' ved the Gospel as " the power of God unto salvation,'' was so great, that

' in the strong fii^urative language of scripture, true believers, who, having

' been brouolrt up in the vices and follies of heathenibra, had embraced Chris-
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Christians and baptized in infancy, live as heathens, iu

ungodhness and unrighteousness; yet at length repent,

believe, and obey the gospel; if "the grace of God,
" which bringeth salvation, teach them, that, denying

" ungodliness and worldly lusts, they should live sober-

*' ly, righteously and godly in this present world:"*

is not the strong language of scripture equally applica-

ble to them also? 'Those who call themselves Chris-

' tians, merely because they happen to be born in a

* Christian countr)?^, but attend neither to the doctrines

' nor to the duties of the gospel; seem to differ but little

* with respect to the point under consideration, from
* those to whom the gospel was first preached. The
* process in both is nearly the same.'f And surely the

Jews, who before had *' with wicked hands crucified the

" Lord of glory;" and Saul the blasphemer and perse-

cutor; when they became humble, zealous, loving, holy

believers, were as much " new creatures," as any Gen-

tile convert could be. " If any man be in Christ he is

*' a new creature, "J

P. xxviii. 1. 5. ' Let it not, &c.'^ Calvinists in

general, so far from thinking thus, do not so much as

allow that the business is effectually begun, unless some-

' tlanlty at a mature age, were said to " walk in newness cf life," ' to become
" new creatures;" ' to "put ofFtlie old man wIlli liis deeds, and to put on

" tiie new man after the image of him that created liim:" ' to " put off", con-

" cerning the former conversation, tiie old man, which is corrupt according

" to the deceitful lusts, and to put on tlie new man, wliich afttr God is crca-

'' ted in righteousness and true lioliness."

* Tit. ii. 11, 12. t Refut. .59. t Cor. v. 17-

§ • Let it not then be supposed that the business of religion was complet-

* ed, that eternal happiness was secured, the instant the understanding be-

' came convinced that Christ was " a Teacher come from God," " that Prophet

'• that should come into the world." ' Not only much remained to be done*

* but that which infinitely exceeded the natural powers of men, weakened
' and corrupted as they were by the full of Adam, and by long and inveterate

' habits of vice and wickedness.'
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thing father than is here stated, be done. No informa-

tion in the understanding, however correct and full; no

conviction in the conscience, however strong, if not at-

tended, or followed, by " faith which worketh by love,"

is so much as a beginning of that " good work, which

" he who hath begun, will perform until the day of

*' Christ."* " With the heart man believeth unto right-

" cousness."t The truth must be received, as well as

assented to; received as good, as well as acknowledged

to be true; received with the full consent of the will,

and the desire and choice of the heart. Even when this

is the case, ' the business of religion is not completed,'

though it is effectually begun. We do indeed maintain,

that he who thus believes in Christ, " hath everlasting

*' life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is

"passed from death unto life. "$ We, however, de-

cidedly hold, that in order to obtain, and habitually pos-

sess an inward assurance of being in this happy state; to

evidence the sincerity of our faith and love; to grow

more and more meet for heaven; to enjoy the delightful

earnests of our inheritance; to glorify God; to "adorn
" the doctrine of God our ISaviour in all things," and

to do " good to all men," as we have opportunity: ' not

' only much remaineth to be done, but that which infi-

* nitely exceeds the natural powers' of fallen man. And
here we are happy to find, that his Lordship coincides

with us in sentiment. We would therefore continually

exhort those who have believed, " Giving all diligence,

*' to add to their faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge;

" and to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance,

" patience; and to patience, godliness; and to godhncss,

" brodierly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, char-

*- Phil. i. 6. f Rom. x. 10. t John v. 24.

VOL. I. G
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" ity."* We would say to them, " Whereunto ye have
'' attained, walk by the same rule:" we would urge

them to " press forward;" " to abound more and more:"

"to be stedfast; unmoveable, always abounding in the

" work of the Lord; forasmuch as we know, that our la-

" bour is not in vain in the Lord.'^t

P. xxviii. 1. 15. ' jis ?nant/, &c.'| The word ren-

dered power, § is not Juvx/^iv, but ifsa-wv.^— 1. Licen-

tia, 2. Aiictoritas. 3. Potestas^ jus. 4. Magistratus^

facultasy ab t^Km licet fHedericJ—Licentia^ licence^ per-

mission. (Ainsworth.) Though frequently rendered

poweVy in the New Testament, it far more frequently

signifies authority; as, if needful, might easily be shown.

Many have explained the word, in the text under con-

sideration, to mean /;ni^z/<?^^; huijusy oXy right
y

(for a

gift, confers aright to the thing given, however freely,)

seems to be its proper import. It cannot, however, I

think, with deference to more competent judges, sig-

nify 2i physical power y enabling the man to perform some

action, of which he before was incapable: (for by what

act of their own, subsequent to believing, do men become
the sons of God?) but a right to the adoption, which

may be pleaded at the throne of grace. ** Ye are all

" the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ," and

not by any subsequent act or course of action. " And
** because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of

'* his Son into your hearts, crying Abba, Father."
||

' Wherefore they, which be endued with so excellent a

* benefit of God, be called according to God's purpose,

• 2 Pet. i. 5—10. t 1 Cor. xv. 58. Ph:l. iii. 14—16. 1 Tli^s. iv. 1, 2.

± ' As many as received him, to them gave he power to become " the sons

" of God, even to them tliat believe on his name:" ' bare belef therefore i i

' Christ did not make thrm " tlie sons oft;od,"— 'this was to be tlie ef-

" Ret of power from on high'' ' giver, substquciit to belief.'

§ John i. 12. •[ Mutt, xxviii. 18, Kom. xiii. 1. I Cor. is. 4. 6. 12. 18. xi

10. Eph. i. 21 <^>>-.
\\ Gal. iii. 26. iv. 6.
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' by his Spirit working in due season; they through

* grace obey the calling; they be justified freely; they

* be made the sons of God by adoption; they be made

Mike the image of his only begotten Son Jesus Christ;

* they walk religiously in good works.'* The order and

arrangement, in this passage, of the seveial particulars,

require peculiar notice.

The text under consideration gives us, likewise, the

right view of saving faith. They who believe in Christ,

" receive him as their Prophet, Priest and King," they

thus become partakers of Christ,! " Of him are they in

" Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto them, Wis-
" dom, Righteousness, Sanctification, and Redemp-
" tion."| For " This is the record that God hath given

" unto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son: he that

*' hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of

" God, hath not life."§ They become " all one in

Christ Jesus," and so " the children of God."^
P. xxix. I. 13. ''Repent, &:c."|t The apostle's

exhortation intimates nothing like the lines which fol-

low, not as a comment, but as if spoken by Peter, and

which are an evident addition to the word of God. The
persons addressed were not called believers; but they

were exhorted " to repent and be baptized," (as pro-

fessing faith in Christ,) " for the remission of sins, and
" thus receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." Did they

at all believe in Christ, before they repented of having

• Art. xvil f Heb. iii. 14. + 1 Cor. i. 30. § 1 .lolin v. 11, 12.

% Gul. iii. 26—28.
II Acts ii. 38.

II
" Repent, and he baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ,

" for the remission of sins, and ye sh^ll receive the g-ift of the Ifoly (;host,''

' without which, your present belief cannot be improved into tiiat true and

' lively faitli whicn is essential to salvation. The rite of baptism was or

' flained by Christ himself; and its twofold office is here described by his

* apostle, namely, that it washes away the guilt of former sins, and imparts

tile H ;ty 'ihost to those who skall previoi.sly have repented and b'lieved."
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crucified him? And would baptism of itself improve

such an impenitent faith into that * true and lively faith

which is essential to salvation;'* Does baptism itself

wash away the guilt of sins? Is this *' the Fountain
*' opened for sin and for uncleanness?"f Ananias indeed

said to Saul, *' Arise and be baptized, and wash away
" thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord:"J but surely

his sins were washed away, not in the baptismal water,

but by the blood of Christ the Lord, through faith in his

name, which he professed in baptism, and in answer to

his prayer. " The blood ofJesus Christ cleanseth us from
" all sin."§ " Unto him that loved us, and washed us

" from our sins in his own blood. "•[[ " These—have
'' washed their robes, and made them white in the blood
*' of the Lamb. "II To ascribe that to the opus opera-

turn of baptism, which is so expressly in scripture ascri^

bed to the blood of Christ, is in fact to return to the

ceremonies of the Mosaick law, " which stood only in

" meats and drinks, and divers baptisms:" (^^tTTT/a-^c/c:)

whereas " the blood of Christ, who through the eternal

*' Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purges the

" conscience from dead works to serve the living

" God."** Baptism, as ' the outward and visible sign

' of an inward and spiritual grace,' namely ' a death unto

' sin, and a new birth unto righteousness, 'ff may with

some propriety be called " the laver of regeneration:'*

but it can in no sense be ' the laver of atonement,' in

which we may ' wash away the guilt of sin.' *' This is

" he that came by water and blood; not by water only,

" but by water and blood:*'|J but of " the blood," and

faith in the blood of Christ, the Lord's supper is the

outward ' and visible sign.' * Baptism—is a sign of

* Remarks on p. 22- Kefut. \ Zech xlii. 1. + Acls -k^W 16.

§ Rom. X. 9—14. H 1 John i. 7-
||

Rev. i. 5. vil. 14. ** lieb.

jx. 10—14. ff Ch. Catechism. 4^t 1 John v. 6.
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* regeneration, or new birth, whereby, as by an instru-

* ment, they that receive baptism rightly, are grafted

* into the church: the promises ofthe forgiveness of sins,

* and of our adoption to be the sons of God, are visibly

* signed and sealed.'* Whether baptism imparts the

Holy Ghost or not, will be considered in the remarks

on the next chapter.

P. xxix. 1. 24. ' It had been foretold^ Sccf John

Baptist said, " I indeed baptize you with water unto
" repentance: but he that cometh after me—shall bap-

" tize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire."| The
baptism with water is here expressly distinguished from

the baptism " with the Holy Ghost and with fire:" and,

however the water of baptism may convey the super-

natural ' assistance of the Holy Spirit,' it cannot surely

be " baptizing with fire," The words certainly imply

something, which Christ could or would do; but which

John could not. " John truly baptized with water, but
" ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
" days hence."§ The promise was here made by our

Lord to the apostles, a promise, that they themselves

should be " baptized with the Holy Ghost;" not that

they should baptize others with the Holy Ghost, which

they were no more able to do, than John Baptist had

been; however Christ might accompany the bap-

tism with water, as administered by them, with the bap-

tism of the Holy Ghost. The outward sign man may
impart; but God alone can give the thing signified. It

is never said that the apostles, or that any man except

* Art. xxvii.

f It had been foretold by John tlie Baptist, that Clirist' should baptize

' with the Holy Ghost, meaning that ilie baptism instituted by Christ, and

'administered by his apostles and their successors, should convey the supei*-

' natural assistance of the Spirit of God.'

t Matt. iii. 11. Mark i. 8. § Acts. i. 5.
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Jesus Christ " baptized with the Holy Ghost;" though

the laying on of the apostles' hands with prayer, was

the general sign of the Lord's conferring the miracu-

lous gifts of tlie Holy Spirit on those who had been

baptized.—I say general; because the Holy Spirit was

thus poured out on Cornelius and his friends, before bap-

tism, and without the laying on of the apostles' hands.*

No doubt, in one sense Christ baptizes all his true dis-

ciples with the Holy Ghost: " By one Spirit we are all

" baptized into one body."! I^ was of this baptism,

that John said to our Lord, " I have need to be baptized

" of thee."| John did not need to be baptized " with
'' water," by the apostles or ministers of Christ; nor

even by the Saviour himself. He lived and died before

baptism, " in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

" and of the Holy Ghost," was instituted: but, as born

in sin, he needed to be " washed and sanctified, and jus-

" tified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit

" of our God;"^ as our Lord said unio Peter, *' If I

" wash thee not, thou hast no part in me."1[ The ap-

plication, however, of John Baptist's words by our Lord,

when about to ascend into heaven, to his apostles and

disciples, is restricted by the words " not many days

" hence," to the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon

them on the day of Pentecost:
||

not merely by enduing

them more abundantly than before, with miraculous

powers, and conferring on them the gift of tongues; but

by purifying their minds and hearts from all ambitious

and secular thoughts and desires; and by elevating their

desires and affections to every thing holy, sublime and

divine; as hy Jire, which changes into its own nature

whatever is capable of that change, and consumes what-

ever is not capable of it.

• Acts X. 44—48. t 1 f-or. xli. 13. + Matt. V\. 14. § 1 Cor

vi. 11. f Ji.hiixii'.. S. 11 Acts il. 2—4.
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P. XXX. 1. 3. * This communicat'ion, &c.'* Whence

then come the * holy desires, the good counsels, and

* the just works' of those who repent and believe before

they are baptized? Admitting in this place, that bap-

tism is regeneration, or, that regeneration uniformly ac-

companies baptism when rightly administered: yet, as

according to his Lordship's subsequent statement, the

grace of baptism may be lost by sin; such professed

christians as have lost it, perhaps at an early period in

life, do not * possess the invaluable blessing of prevent-

' ing grace:' and if it be not restored in some other way,

subsequent to baptism, they must for ever remain desti-

tute of it.

P. XXX. 1. 11. * It (the Holy Spirit) tells us what

' we ought to do, not with the erroneous judgment of

* man, but with the infalliable truth of God.' Either

the holy scriptures tells us the same; and so according

to this there is no distinction between the word of truth

and the Spirit of truth: or some suggestion, whisper, or

impression, distinguishable from the operations of our

own minds, seems implied in the words; and indeed

more strongly, than in most things found hi the writings

of Calvinists, who are, without distinction, condemned

as Enthusiasts. The word of God sufficiently ' tells us

' what we ought to do:' and if the Holy Spirit do

nothing more than this, we are no nearer salvation, than

before; unless it be more difficult to tell men their duty,

than to induce and enable them to perform „it; but this

is contrary to universal observation and experience.

P. XXX. 1. 13. ' Nay more, it affords us actual sup-

* ' This comrr-unication being made at baptism, at the time of admission

' into the gcspel covenant, every Christian must possess the invaluable bles-

• sing of preventing grace, which, without extinguishing the evil propensi-

' t'es of our nature, inspires holy desires, sugg^ests good counsels, and ex-

• cites to just works.'
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' port in the discharge ofour duty, by strengthening our

* feeble nature, and invigorating our virtuous resolu-

* tions.' This indeed is something more than ' telUng

* us what we ought to do:' but the grand desideratum^

a willmg mind, is not provided for. Unless it be true,

in fact, that all baptized persons are inspired with holy

desires, inclinations and counsels, and an efficacious ex-

citement to good works; the whole must come far short

of what our case requires, as far as baptism is con-

cerned.

Note from Barrow, ' To all persons y &c.'* If this

were indeed the case, surely we should witness more of

the happy effects in children, and young persons,

brought up under religious instructions. But what im-

partial observer does not know, that baptized children,

from the first dawn of reason, are as self-willed, way-

ward, passionate, rebellious against authority, as envi-

ous, contentious, prone to deceit, and unteachable in

respect of what is truly good, as other children are?

1'. XXX. 1. 18. ' Ifwe make, &c. 'f ' Being by na-

* ture born in sin, and children of wrath, we are hereb}

* made the children of grace. '| According to this,

either * the outward and visible sign,' in baptism, or

' the inward and spiritual grace,' or both combined,

* " To all persons by the Holy mystery of baptism July initiated to

" Christianity, or admitted into the coiTKrAunion of Christ's body, the grace of

" God's Holy Spirit certainly is bestowed, enabling them to perform the con-

editions of piety and virtue then undertaken by them; enlighlening their

" minds, reclifyiiig their wills, purifying their affections, directing and as.

" sisting them in their practice; the which holy gift (if not abused, ill-

" treated, driven away, or quenched by tiieir ill behaviour") will perpetually

" be continued, improved, and increased to them."

I • If we make a right use of baptismal grace, it is encieused; and by re-

* peated additions, inconsequence ofriglit use, it carries foi"ward the hu-

' man soul from one degree of religious proficiency to another, till it quali-

* fics us to be " heirs of God," '• and joint heirs with Christ."

i, Catechism.
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makes the baptized person a child of grace: and if bap-

tism is regeneration, or uniformly attended by it; then

all who are rightly baptized, become at the time * chil-

' dren of grace,' that is, children of God. Yet the pas-

sage under consideration, states men's being qualified

to be, " heirs of God, and joint heirs of Christ,'* (for so

all the children of God are,) as a distant thing, distinct

both from the outward sign, and the inward grace of

baptism, and the result of ' making a right use of bap.

' tismal grace.' No doubt it is our bounden duty, to

make a right use of every * means of grace,' and of

every inward good desire, counsel or suggestion: and

except we do this, we are not authorized to expect

the blessings of adoption, and the spirit of adoption;

but if we depend on our own strength and resolu-

tions, and ' trust in our own hearts;'* instead of

*' trusting in the Lord with all our hearts;" our con-

fidence will surely be put to shame, as Peter's was.

Baptismal grace w^ill be more fully considered, in the

remarks on the next chapter; but it may here be noted;

that, whatever it be, it must either be made a proper use

of from the first dawn of reason, or it will speedily be

lost; and in how few instances, the former is the case,

needs not to be repeated. " Even a child may be
*' known by his doing, whether his work be pure, and
" whether it be right."t

P. xxxii. L 7. ' It rests with ourselves, whether we
* will obey its suggestions,' that is, those of the Holy

Spirit. No man obeys the suggestions of the Spirit,

against his will; and certainly they may be withstood or

(jiienched: but a question here comes in our way, How
is it that all men do not finally and fatally resist the Holy

Spirit; seeing all are by nature alike depraved? To this

* Prov. vvviii. ^G, I Prov. xx H-

VOL. T'. H
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question, the apostle suggests an answer, when he says,

We *' were by nature the children of wrath even as

" others; but God, who is rich in mercy, for his great

'* love wherewith he loved us; even when we were dead

" in sin, hath quickened us together with Christ: by
" grace are ye saved:"* and with this the liturgy and

articles of our church coincide. ' As by thy special

' grace preventing us, thou dost put into our hearts

* good desires: so by thy continual help we may bring

' the same to good effect. 'f
' Wherefore they which

' be endued with so excellent a benefit of God, be called

' according to God's purpose, by his Spirit working in

"• due season; they through grace obey the calling.'^

The language however of the passage under considera-

tion, implies that the influence of the Holy Spirit which

is spoken of, is merely a suggestion to the mind, re-

minding, or informing us of something forgotten or un-

known, without any direct efficacious operation on the

will and aftections: and a quotation from Dr. Jortin,

which follows, confirms the same opinion: but this is

widely different from " God's working in us to will and

" to do:"^ and putting into our \\iiwxX.s good desires; as

it will ere long be more fully shown.

P. xxxii. 1. 9. ' Even St. Paul allowed the possi-

' bility of his having received the grace of God in vain.^

That there is a sense, in which men may " receive the

" grace of God in vain" cannot be denied: but in the

parage referred to,1i it is evident, that the apostle is not

, speaking concerning the grace of God given to him,

being in vain, as to his own salvation; but as to the la-

bours, and self denials, and success of his ministry:

" I laboured more abundantly than they all; yet not I,

" but the grace of God which was with me." When

\ Cnli.ii. 3—5. t ^"1- r^ast- SMiuby. i. Art. xvli. § Pliil- ii- l?!-

«[ I Cor. XV. 10.
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be says in another place, " We then, as workers together

** with jGrod, beseech you also, that ye receive not the

*' grace of God in vain;"* he certainly referred to the

amazing love of God spoken of in the preceding chap-

ter; especially, in making " Him, who knew no sin, to

*' be sin for us; that we might be made the righteous-

** ness of God in him;" and in condescending to

" beseech us to be reconciled unto God."t He did not

at all refer to the grace of baptism, or even to any inter-

nal influence, or suggestions of the Holy Spirit. And
let it here be noted that suggestions is no scriptural term:

and many even among Calvinists, regard it rather with

a suspicious eye, as leaning towards enthusiasm; when

they meet with it in the writings of their brethren. For

certainly, it does not much differ from impressions^

whispers, revelations, ^c*

P. xxxii. 1. 21. ' The whole analogy of nature

* shows, that we are not to expect any benefits, without

* making use of the appointed means for obtaining or

* enjoying them.'—This quotation from Bp. Butler, is

entirely coincident with what has been before stated.

t

Our duty, and the way in which every blessing is to be

expected, are accurately stated. But the rich mercy of

God, who has often been found "of them who sought

" him not,"§ may ' prevent us with the blessings of his

" goodness,' and both far exceed what we have a right

to expect, and anticipate our very desires. ' AlmiglUy

* and everlasting God, who art always more ready to

' hear than we to pray, and to give more than either we
' desire or deserve. 'If

P. xxxii. 1. 24. ' The terms, &c.'!l Certainly the

* 2 Cor. vi 1.
-f

2 Cor. v. 18—21. i See remarks on p. x\iv. 1. 9.

§ Rom. X. 20. IF Col. 12 Sun. after Trinity,

il
' The terms of scripture represent the Spirit of God, as an assisiing-, not

* forcing power, as n&t suspending our own powers, but en.ibling- ;hjm; a^;
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Holy Spirit neither ' forces us, nor suspends our own
* powers:' but there is an influence often mentioned in

the scripture, and in our liturgy, which is here entirely

overlooked, viz. that o{ hiclbi'mg the heart, and " work-
** ing in us to will." " The Lord our God be with us,

** as he was with our fathers;—that he may incline our

" hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his

*' commandments.'** " Incline my heart unto thy tes-

" timonies, and not unto covetousness." " Incline not

*' my heart to any evil thing."| To the same import

are the promises ofa new heart, and the prayers ground-

ed on them; J as well as what is spoken of the Lord's

"preparing the heart. "§ 'O Almighty God, who
' alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sin-

* ful men: Grant unto thy people, that they may love the

* thing which thou commandest, and desire that which

' thou dost promise. "I[
' Stir up, we beseech thee, O

' Lord, the wills of thy faithful people. '||
' Cleanse the

' thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy
' Spirit.'** After each of the commandments has been

-read by the minister, the people are taught to pray ' Lord
* have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep

' this law:' and after the tenth, ' Lord have mercy upon
' us, and write all these thy laws in our hearts, we be-

' seech thee. 'tf It is thus, that " the grace of God," as

distinct from his word of precept, coiuisel and en-

couraging exhortation, inwardly and efficaciously

* Imparting strenglli and faculty for otir religious work, if we will use thesn;

' but wliether we will use tliem or not, still depending upon ourselves.'

• 1 Kings viii. 57, 58. f Ps. cxix. 38. cxli. 4. t Ps. li. 10. Jer.

xxiv. 7. xxxii. 39, 40. Ez. xi. 19. xxxvi. 26. § 1 Chr. xxix. 18. Ps. x

17. Prov. xvi. 1. t Col. 4 Sund. afterEaster. || Col. 25 Sun. after

Trin- ** Col. communion service, &c. See also prayer for the King.

Morning- and evenipg. 'Replenish him with the grace of thy Holy Spirit

' that he ni.Ty alw.iy incVnie to tliy will.'

-j-f Jcr. xxxi. 33. Hti). viii. 10.
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" teaches us, that, denying ungodliness and worldly

*' lusts: we should live soberly, righteously, and godly

" in this present world."* Were it possible to im-

plant the love of honesty in the heart of a thief, and to

*' incline his heart" to obey the salutary laws of the land,

it would produce an entire change in his character and

conduct, without either forcing him, or suspending his

own powers; and more effectually teach him to live

justly, than any laws, penalties, threats, promises, per-

suasions, or Exhortations could do* This however,

" is impossible with man, but with God all things are

*' possible;"! and he has promised to do it, and is con-

tinually performing that promise. *' Thy people shall

*' be willing in the day of thy power. "J * The grace

* of God by Christ preventing us, that we may have a

* good will, and working with us when we have that

* good will.'§

P. xxxiii. 1. 9. ' Toxualk^ &c.'^ This is a brief

and just statement of the subject; only it may be ob-

served, that pride, ambition, envy, and malice, are as

much selfishness, as avarice or dishonesty. ' The good
* motions of the Spirit' excite men to repentance, and

faith in Christ, as well as to other acts of holy obe-

dience. ' An act' must be voluntary; else the man,

who seems to act, is really passive; as those unhappy

persons are, whose limbs are involuntarily moved in

some kinds of disease.

P. xxxiii. 1. 14. ^ All the, ^c'\\ I suppose the

• Tit. ii. 11, 12. f Matt. xix. 26. t Ps..cx. 3. § Art. x.

^ ' To walk after the flesh, is to follow wherever the impulses of sensuality

* and selfishness lead us, which is a voluntary act. To walk after the Spirit,

' is steadily and resolutely to obey good motions within us, whatever they

' cost us; which is also a voluntary act.

II
* All the languag;e of this remprkable chapter (llonn. viii.") proceeds in the

' same strain; namely, that after the Spirit of God is gi-ven, it remains and
* rests with ourselves wliether we avail ourselves of it or not. If}e through
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eightli of Romans, and not the seventh is intended: but

there is nothing in either chapter, stating, that * after tlie

' Spirit of God is given, it remains and rests with our-

' selves, whether we avail ourselves of it or no.' St.

Paul is not speaking of the Spirit of God being first

given to sinners; but distinguishing between those who
" walked after the Spirit," and those who " walked
*' after tlie flesh;" those who had the Spirit, and those

who had not. " Ye are not in the flesli but in the spirit,

'* if so be the Spirit of God dwell in ycfu: now if any

*' man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his."*

If men lived and walked after the flesh, it was because

" they had not the Spirit of Christ, and were none of his."

*' But if through the Spirit," depending on him to.teach,

incline and enable them, and praying for these blessings,

" they mortified the deeds of the body," they were

Christ's, had his Spirit dwelling in them, and would

live by him.—Certainly " mortifying the deeds of the

" body," must be our act, if done at all, and so is every

i\ct of obedience: but then it is done, ' by the special

* grace of God putting into our minds good desires, and

* by his continual help,' enabling us ' to bring them to

* ^ood effect.'! For when " we work out our own sal-

" \ ation with fear and trembling; it is God that work-

" cth in us both to will and to do of his good pleasure."!

" Now the God of peace—make you perfect in every

" good work to do his will, working in you that which
^' is well pleasing in his sight through Jesus Christ."^

' The grace of Christ—doth take away the stony heart,

* the spirit do mortify tlie deeds of llie flesh, ye shall live. It is through the

' Spirit that we are er.ubled to mortify the deeds of the flesh. But slill>

' whether we mortify them or not, is our act, because it is made a subject of

precept and exhortation so to do.'

* Rom. viii. 9. 11. t Col. for Easter Sun. t Pliit " 12, 13.

Tififym sv ufAiv kxi ti bikuv kai to inpy'-iv, " working effectually in us, both to wil!

'' and to work effectuaily." The sume verb is used in both clauses.

§ lieb. xlii. 20, 21.
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^^ and giveth an heart of flesh: and although those, that

' have no will to do good things, he maketh them to will;

' and those that would do evil things, he maketh them
' not to will the same: yet nevertheless, he enforceth not

' the will; and therefore no man when he sinneth, can
' excuse himself as not worthy to be blamed, or con-

' dcmned, by alleging that he sinned unwillingly, or by
* compulsion.'*—" Seeing ye have purified your souls,

" in obeying the truth, through the Spirit, unto unfeign-

" edlove of the brethren, "f " Whereuntol also labour,

*' striving according to his working, which worketh in

" me mightily.''^

P. xxxiii. 1. 24. ^ Health, ^c.^ Health and strength,

with very many other things, are gifts of God, or ta-

lents committed to our stewardship, of which a good or

a bad use may be made. Depraved nature disposes us

to make a bad use of them, to waste or to bury them:

but special grace teaches, inclines, and enables the pos-

sessor to improve them to the glory of God, the benefit

of mankind, and eventually to his own abundant ad-

vantage. ' The strivings of the Spirit, producing con-

victions and transient effects, are in some respects of the

same-nature. Even the gift of prophesy and miracles

might be improved or perverted; but " the sanctification

" of the Spirit unto obedience," or ' special grace,' is

wholly of another nature; and as far as it is vouchsafed^

* Tenth Article, of tlie 42 Articles of Edw. VI. p. 331. vol. ii. 'The
' fathers of the English church;' a very useful work, to which further ref-

erences will be made.'

t 1 Peter i. 22. t Col. i. 29.

§ ' Health is God's gift; but what use we will make of it, is cur choice.

* Bodily strength is God's gift; but of what advantage it shall be to us, de-

* pends upon ourselves. Even so, the higher gift of the Spirit remains a gift,

' the value of which will be exceedingly great; will be little; v/ill be none;

' will be even an increase of guilt and condemnation, according as it is ap-

' plied and obeyed, or neglected and v.-ithstnod.
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it efficaciously leads men to improve every talent, and

to employ aright every other gift of God. But what is

there in fallen man which can improve, as a talent, the

special grace of God? " The flesh lusteth against the

" Spirit:"* fallen nature against that which is born of

the Spirit. ' Man is of his own nature inclined to evil;

* so that tlie flesh lusteth always contraiy to the

Spirit.'!

P. xxxiv. 1. 6. '' Grieve not the Spirit of God:"
* therefore he may be grieved; being grieved he may be

* rejected; rejected he may be withdrawn.' The apostle

does not say this. A father may be grieved by the mis-

conduct of his son, yet he may not disinherit him: a

husband may be grieved by the misconduct of his wife,

and yet not divorce her. David grieved the Holy Spirit,

as much perhaps as this possibly could be done; yet

*' the joy of God's salvation was restored to him."

—

One question in the controversy between the Calvin ists

and their opponents, is this: Whether the Spirit of life

and sanctification be ever finally withdrawn from those

who are by him " sealed unto the day of redemption:''

and this question ought not to be prejudged. In the re-

marks on the fourth chapter, it will be considered.

P. xxxiv. 1. 15'. ' IlenceX it appears^ &cc.'^ Peter

addresses the churches in Asia as those " who had ob-

*' tained like precious faith;" and as those to whom
" divine power had given all things that pertain to life

" and godliness. ''TI But can it be supposed that he in-

• Gal. V. 17. t Art. ix. t From 2 Pet. iii. 16—18.

§ Hence it appears, that there was danger, lest those " who had obtained

*' like precious faith" 'with St. Peter himself, those to whom "Divine Power

*< had g'iven all things that pertain unto life and g'odliness," ' there was dan.

' ger lest persons ofthis description should be " led away with the error of the

" wicked;" lest they should " fall from their own stedfastness," ' and wrest

' the scriptures to their own destruction."

\ 2 Peter j. 1—".
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tended to warrant the sincerity of every professed chris-

tian in all these churches? Or that none but true chris-

tians would ever read his epistle? Many warnings show

the contrary.

Men professing Christianity, might be hypocrites;

(what church has hitherto been freefrom them?) and

some true christians might " fall from their own stedfast-

" ness;" yet " God might give them repentance,'' and so

they might " recover themselves out of the snare of

" the devil;"* and therefore not be among those, who
" wrested the scriptures to their own destruction."

P. xxxiv. last line. ' Although they (the persons

' above spoken of) had already received the Holy Ghost.'

It does not appear, in what sense this is meant. The
expression in scripture, generally signifies miraculous

powers, not sanctifying grace. Nothing concerning

these is spoken by St. Peter, in this second Epistle;

nor is the Holy Spirit mentioned, except as speaking by

the ancient prophets.

P. XXXV. 1. 1. * The precept^ &c.' f This, modern

Calvinists would generally allow; provided, the word

consequence^ were explained to mean, our duty, of " giv-

" ing all diligence," and the proportion which is to be

expected, of our '* growth in grace,'' to the degree of

our diligence, according to the truths, promises, and

precepts of scripture. " I laboured more abundantly

" than they all; yet not I, but the grace of God which
" was with me. "J

• 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26.

f ' The precept, " grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
" Saviour Jesus Christ," ' proves, that there are degrees in grace and Chris-

' tiin knowledge, and that the gi-owth and increase of these spiritual endow
* meiits must be the consequence of our own exeitioas.'

% 1 Cor. XV. 10.

VOL. I. I
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p. XXXV. 1. 15. * First,* &c.'t But few Calvinists,

and still fewer of the evangelical clergy, would object to

the general import of this quotation.

P. XXXV. 1. 27. ' In what manner^ &c.'J It would

be well, if persons on both sides in respect of these con-

troverted points, would adhere to this, that ' they are ut.

* terly unable to explain or discover,' many things re-

specting them. ' Indeed exactly to define the manner
' of the concurrence of divine grace with the human will;

* and to say what grace alone perf(;rms, and what free

' will, with and under grace, performs, is a matter of no

" small difficulty. Indeed, this very thing is not per-

' haps improperly, placed by learned and pious men,

' among " the deep things of God, and his ways which

*' are past finding out." * But, however we may not

' know the manner of the thing, the thing itself is firmly

' to be believed.' §

—

Liberum arbitriumy ( translated y^d'c

will,) is here used in a sense different from that, in

which the reformers generally took it: for they oppose

it to servum arbitrium, or a will enslaved by sinful

passions, and inclined to evil; not to the want of free

agency. St. Augustine, however, in a passage quoted

• On Phil. ii. 12, 13.

\ ' First, That the personal exertions of Christians are necessary for sai-

f vation, else wliy slioild they be commancled " to workout their salvation,*'

• and that too " with fear and treinbling-," ' with an anxious care, lest their ex-

e ertions should not be successful, and lest from their negligence, the further-

* inn- help of the Spirit should be withdrawn? And, secondly. That God influ-

' encesboth the wills and the actions of Christians, " God worketh in you,

"both to will and to do." 'Thus does this passage incontestibly prove,

• both the energy of man and the operation of God, in the great work of sal-

• vation.'

i
' In what manner, or in what proportion, if I may so say, God and man

' co-operate, I am utterly unable to explain or discover. But this is no more

'
a. reason for my disbelief of this co-operation, than my inability to compre.

' licnd the union of the divine and human natures in Clu'ist is a reason for my

disbelieving that Christ was both God and man.

§ Translation of Latin quotation from Bp. Bull, in Refutation.



ON THE FIRST CHAPTER. 59

by his Lordship, uses the term, in the same sense as

Bp. BuU.

P. xxxvi, last line. * That man possesses free will;

* and that God by his Spirit influences this free will,

* without destroying it, is indisputably true; but how
* this is effected, is an inexplicable mystery.' This is

very clearly stated; if free will be understood to mean

free agency, God, by influencing the will, neither de-

stroys it, nor in the least interferes with the exercise

of it.

P. xxxvii. 1. 9, * God does not so work, as to ex-

* elude our own care and industry, that is, he does not

* work irresistibly.'^ He works efficaciously, not to

exclude, but to excite, and assist our diligence, and to

render it successful.~The whole argument in the sub-

sequent pait of the quotation from Bp. Sha'lock, turns

on the difference between *' God working in us both to

'' will and to do," and his supposed ' working in us

' whether we will or no:' and as none of that body,

whose cause I have presumed to advocate, are so absurd

as to maintain the latter, I have no further concern with

it. One thing indeed it proves; viz. that it has long

been the lot of Calvinists to be either misunderstood? or

misrepresented by their opponents.

P. xxxviii. 1. 14. ' It appears, &fc.'t The critique on

this important verse,! may probably be well grounded:

* Quotation, Bp. Sherlock.

f ' It appears to me, ihat the word two refers neitlier to XH^'^^ "°^ ^^

* «r;a-7sa)c exclusively, but to the whole sentence, Tuycig X'^gni erli a-iTa!Tf.K&(,g

' S'la. Titi 'zrid-lixc, ami that the apostle intended to declare, that salvation by
' grace through faith is not derived Irom man, bui is the free gift of God
' througli fiith iu Christ, as he says in another place, " the g-ift of God is

' eternal life, through Jesus Chr'st oiu- Lord." 'By the expression^ " ye
" are saved." ' St. Paul did not mean to tell the Ephesian converts, that theif

' salvation had actually taken place, or tkat it was certain; but tliat they were
' enabled to obtain s.ilvation

'

t Eph. y. 8.
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but the apostle intended more than to 'declare, that sal-

' vation by grace, through faith, is not derived from
* man, £s?c.' His words undeniably, contain not a geu'

eral^ but a particular proposition, concerning the chris-

tians at Ephesus, as " saved by grace through faith,

&^c."—It will be needful here, to look back on the

preceding verses.—" You hath he quickened who were
" dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in times past ye
'* walked according to the course of this world, accord-

" ing to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that

*' now worketh in the children of disobedience: among
" whom also we all had our conversation in limes past,

'* in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the

" flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the chil-

" dren of wrath even as others. But God, who is rich

" in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

" even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us

" together with Christ; by grace ye are saved."* They
had been " dead in sins," " children of disobedience,"

" children of wrath:" and God of his rich mercy had

raised them ' from the death of sin to the life of right-

' eousness.' Thus " by grace were they saved."

—

*' And hath raised us up together, and made us to sit

" together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus; that in the

" ages to come, he might show the exceeding riches of

" his grace, in his kindness towards us through Jesus

" Christ. For by grace are ye saved, through faith, and
" and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God: not

" of works lest any man should boast. For we are his

" workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works,

" which God hath before ordained that we should walk
" in them."! Now to interpret this passage, as merely

containing abstract propositions, in which- neither the

* Eph. li. 1—5. t Kpli. ii. 6—10.
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apostle, nor the Ephesians were any more concerned,

than other men; is totally to alter it, and to put a mean-

ing upon it, wholly different from that which the writer

intended to convey; or, at least to give but a very small

part of his meaning, without the peculiar energy and

animation with which he expressed it. No doubt the

apostle knew what ideas he intended to communicate,

and the most proper words for that purpose; but if there

were no sound sense, in which he and the Ephesian be-

lievers were actually " saved by grace," or rather " had

** been saved by grace,* through faith;" it does not ap-

pear how his language can be justified, as it is evidently

suited to convey that sentiment; and to induce the

Ephesians to conclude, that " their salvation had actu-

" ally taken place;" and not merely ' that they were

* enabled to obtain salvation:' for that may be said, at

least, of all those who have heard the word of salvation,

or may hear or read it, if they will.f Indeed if this were

all, what advantage had the Ephesian Christians, above

their heathen, or Jewish neighbours, who rejected the

gospel, and persecuted the preachers of it?
—"Being

" saved," in the language of the New Testament, often

signifies being actually pardoned, and reconciled to God,

through Jesus Christ, and by faith in him. " And Jesus

" said unto her. Thy sins are forgiven."—" Thy faith

" hath saved thee; go in peace. "J " And the Lord ad-

" ded to the church daily such as should be saved. "^

" To us who are saved, it is the power of God."^
" Who hath saved us and called us with a holy calling,

" not according to our own works, but according to

" his own purpose and grace, which was given in Christ

• Es-Ts trifa^T/j.ivor. 5. 8 verses, Or. f Note, Refutation, p. 102, 103.

i Luke vii. 47— 50. § Acts ii. 47. Txc a-a^^o/uiva;, The saved f Whitby. )

•] 'O; a-a^cjuivoi. The christians are so stiled elsewlierc. So 1 Crr. i. 18-

nVhiclni. )
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*' Jesus before the world began."* " Not by works of

" righteousness which we have done, but according to

'' his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration*

'* and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he shed on

" us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that,

*' being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs

" according to the hope of eternal life."f But saved

and salvation are also used more exactly according to

the import of the words, for coraplete and final deliver-

ance from sin and all its consequences, to the full ei>joy-

ment of heavenly glory: " Now is our salvation nearer

" than when we believed."J And in this sense, as to

the body, ' Salvation itself will not actually take place,

* till the sentence is pronounced at the day of judgment.'

P. xxxix. 1. 2. 'It can scarcely be supposed, that

* every christian then at Ephesus, will be finally saved.'

Whether the general address to the church at Ephesus,

as saints, or holy persons, implies that all professed

christians, whether hypocrites or sincere believers, were

called saints in the apostle's language; or whether he

speaks of the whole company, as being, in the judg-

ment of charity, what they appeared and professed to

be, is a question, which will require a fuller investiga-

tion in the sequel. Every true Christian; however, at

Ephesus, and in every other place, and ever}'^ true

Christian, through all succeeding ages, and in all places,

have been and are, brought into a state of acceptance

and reconciliation to God, according to the plain lan-

guage of the New Testament. "Being justified by
*' faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Je-

*' sus Christ; by whom we have access into this grace,

" wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
*' God."—"Much more then, being justified by his

• 2 Tim. i. 9. t Tit. iii. 5—7. 4 Kom. xui. 1

1
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" blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

*' For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to

" God, by the death of his Son, much more, being re-

*'conciled, we shall be saved by his life."* In what

sense these latter verses are to be interpreted; and

whether all true christians will be finally saved, forms a

distinct question, the discussion of which is reserved to

another part of the work.

P. xxxix. 1. 9. "According to his mercy he saved

" us, by the washing of regeneration." 'No one will

' contend that every baptized person is actually saved,

* or certain of salvation.'—Whether 'the washing of re-

* generation' be synonymous with 'being baptized,' will

require a fuller consideration hereafter: but the apostle

adds, "and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he shed

" on us abundantly, &c." Now "the renewing of the

" Holy Ghost" evidently denotes something distinct

from baptism, if not subsequent to it.—The apostle

writing to the Christians, who had been baptized, says,

" Be ye transformed in the renewing of your mind."
" That ye put off, as concerning the former conversation,

" the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceit-

"ful lusts;" and be renewed in the spirit of your mind."t
" The inward man is renewed day by day;" that is,

*' Beholding, as in a glass the glory of the Lord, we are

" changed into the same image, from glory to glory,

" even as by the Spirit of the Lord. "J 'That we, being

* thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be re-

' newed by the Holy Spirit. '§ But Calvinists in general

do not maintain, that all who are regenerate, and in a

measure renewed by the Holy Spirit, 'are certain of sal-

' vation.' We indeed believe, that they will certainly be

• Rom. V. 1, 2,10, n. fRom. xU. 2. Epb. Iv. 23.

t 2 Cor. iii. 18. iv. 6. § Col.- Christ. Daj\
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saved; but it is only by diligence in every good thing,

that they can obtain, or preserve, the assured hope of

final salvation, or be certain of it in their own minds.*

P. xxxix. 1. 17. 'The same observations will apply

' to the passages, "Baptism doth now save us."—The

outward baptism admits into the visible church; the in-

ward grace of baptism admits us into "the church of

" the first-born, whose names are written in heaven;"t

in the same manner, as Noah entered into the ark, and

wa^ saved. He was not actually safe from all perils, on

first entering the ark; for it might have been wrecked,

had not the covenant and promise of God secured both

it and him. J For these "were immutable things, in

" which it was impossible for God to lie."§ Yet Noah

had to endure various privations, hardships, and apparent

perils; and if his faith had not been very strong, many

alarms also. Thus, as we think, every true christian,

every one, who has the inward grace of baptism, is

" saved.'' His salvation is secured by the promise and

covenant of God, and will certainly be accomplished,

though he have to pass through many trials and tempta-

tions, perils and alarms, in the mean while—'Mercifully

Mook upon this child: wash him and sanctify him with

* the Holy Ghost, that he, being delivered from thy

' wrath, may be received into the ark of Christ's church,

' and, being stedfast in faith, joyful in hope, and rooted

* in charity, may so pass the waves of this troublesome

' world, that he may finally come to the land of everlast-

' ing life.'
—'Ye have heard, that our Lord Jesus Christ

' has promised in his gospel to grant all these things^

' which ye have prayed for.'T[ If then we have prayed,

' not only for the child's admission into the ark, but for

• Ileb. vi. 11, 12. 2 Pet. i. 6—10. f "e''- X''- 23. \ Gen, vi. 18, 19.

§ Heb. vi. 17, IS. If Baptismal service.
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his preservation to eternal life: why should we assume,

that Christ has fulfilled his promise and answered our

prayer, in the first particular; and,yet doubt whether he

will ever fulfil his promise and answer our prayer, as to

all the subsequent particulars? "He is faithful, who has

"promised:'* and whatever we expect and pray for in

true faith, according to his promise, will assuredly be

granted. "The like figure whereunto, even baptism,

" doth also now save us; not the putting away the filth

*' of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience to-

" wards God."* If one professing faith in Christ, was

sincere in doing it, he had "the answer of a good con-

"science towards God;" and, being baptized on this pro-

fession, he was saved, in the same sense, as Noah was

in the ark. This was the case of the Ethiopian treasurer, f

If any one, on the other hand, made this profession, hy-

pocritically, or, with a mere notional and dead faith,

" he had the washing away the filth of the flesh,*' but

not "the answer of a good conscience towards God;"

and so was not saved. This was the case of Simon

Magus, as recorded in the same chapter.^ Both were

baptized by the same person, and both rightly,^ in this

sense: yet one had the inward washing by the Holy

Spirit, the other the outward washing of water alone.

P. xxxix. 1. 18. "We are saved by hope." The

words may be rendered "We have been saved in hope.*'^

A "hope that maketh not ashamed, because the love of

"God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost."

P. xxxix. 1, 21. * The persons, &c. 'j| Had no persons

* 1 Pet. iii. 21. t '^cts viii. 3?—39. + Acts viii. 1,3. § Art. xxvli.

xxviii. ^ Rom. viii. 9.4. T« iKmh iru^n/mv. Wliether the first aorist, in

this connexion, can bear to be interpreted in a. future sense, the learned must
'

determine.

11
' The persons here spoken of, were not aclually and romplclclv saved

VOL, I. K
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the means of salvation, except those, " who were recon-

*' ciled to God by the death of his Son?" The means of

salvation are afforded to all, who have the word of God
sent to them.* They who believe, with a penitent obe-

dient faith, "pass from death to life,"t from condemna-

tion to justification; they are reconciled to God, and

adopted as his children, and are "made heirs according to

*' the hope of eternal life."j|: Thus, "They are called

" and saved with an holy calling."^ But others "put"

" the word of salvation" "from them, and judge them-

" selves unworthy of everlasting life."^ As, however,

the latter may not finally persevere in unbelief; so, I

would not, in this place, assume, that the former always

persevere in obedient faith. Our general sentiments on

this subject are well known; though many things relating

to particulars are lamentably misunderstood: but this is

not the proper place for discussing the subject. The
language, in these scriptures, taken from the epistles, is

exactly similar to that of our Lord. "Verily, verily, I

^' say unto you, he that heareth my word, and believeth

" on him that sent me hath everlasting life, and shall not

" come into condemnation; but hath passed from death

" unto life.^ll "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that

" believeth on me hath everlasting life," '*Whoso eat-

'' eth my flesh, and drinketh my blood hath everlasting

" life."** "And I give them eternal life, and they shall

" never perish."tf And to that of John Baptist: "He,
" that believeth on ihe Son of God, hath everlasting

" life. "II It must strike any impartial man, as very re-

• but being " reconciled to God by tlie death of his Son," they had now the

• means of salvation, of which they could not fail but through their own

I neglect.'

• Acts xiii. 26,. f John v. 24. ^ Tit. iii. 7- § 2 Tim. i. 9.

"If
Acts xiii. 46. 1) John v. 24. •* John vi. 4/'. 54. jj John x. 28.

^\ John iii. 36.
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markable, that so many passages of scripture, on this

subject, should, evidently by design, be put either in

the present or past tense; when the future seems so

much more suitable, in the judgment of our numerous

and learned opponents.

P. xl. 1. 2. 'The gospel is called in scripture,' *' the

"way which leadeth unto life," * a new and living way,

* and the way of salvation.'—Whether Christ himself,

" the Way, and the Truth, and the Life," rather than

the gospel, be not meant, in the second of these texts,

the reader will determine.

P. xl. 1. 9. '•In this quotation^ &c.'* There is some

doubt, wliat quotations are here referred to; for the latter

does not occur, within four preceding pages. It is not,

however, the opinion of modern Calvinists, that "being
" saved by grace," is at all inconsistent with "working

"out our own salvation;" or that "the grace of God
"does in any wise 'force them to be saved:' "for it is

" God, that worketh in us, both to will and to do of his

" good pleasure:" 'TRfe grace of God in Christ prevent-

* ing us, that we may have a good will and working

*with us when we have that good v/ill. 'f-—'Grace,' or

undeserved mercy, concurred, so to speak, with infinite

wisdom, in forming the glorious plan of salvation.

Grace promised the Saviour to fallen man: grace sent

the divine Saviour, and "delivered him up," as a will-

* ' In this quotation, St. Paul says, "by grace ye are saved,' and in the

' preceding he commanded the converts to " work out their salvation:"

—

" In this, says Dr. Jortin, there is no inconsistency. Men are saved by

" grace, because without God's favourable assistance and acceptance of their

" imperfect endeavours, they could not of themselves acquire eternal life;

" and at the same timp it is no less true that they work out tlielr salvation,

" because unless they exert their own powers, the grace of God alone will

" in no wise force tiiem to be saved. Thus God's working in or with us, and
" our working together with God, are easily reconciled

t Art. X,
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ing Sacrifice, "for us all:" grace raised the Saviour

from the dead, and placed him on the mediatorial throne:

grace sent us "the word of the truth of the gospel;"

"God hath not dealt thus with every nation:" grace

quickened us, when dead in sin: "we are justified freely

" by the grace of God:" by grace we are sanctified: and

grace will put every heir of God in full possession of

his eternal inheritance.* Is there one link, (so to speak)

in this chain, which any man will deliberately ascribe to

human merit, or human efforts, or to any thing, except

•the unmerited mercy and favour of God alone?

^ P. xl. 1.^3. 'The Spirit, &c.'t It is evident, that

the apostle is not here speaking of unconverted men; but

of himself and his fellow-christians. Though by na-

ture "without strength; ''f by grace they had some

strength, but this was attended with many infirmities,

by reason of "sin, which dwelt in them." But the

Spirit helped them a^^ainst these infirmities. "That
" which is born of the Spirit," is spirit; and with "that

" which is born of God," the Holy Spirit co-operates,

to render it victorious: but not with the unrenewed

hearts of sinners, or with the flesh, which will never con-

cur and co-operate in its own crucifixion. To the quo-

tation from Doddridge, I shall add another quotation

more fully to show his meaning.—'We are surrounded

• Zech. iv. 6—9.

•{••'The Spirit helpeth our iufirmltics, for we know not what we should

" pray for as we ought;" the Spirit lielps, but does not compel us; it supplies

the deficiency of our natural strength, by suggesting what is right, and by

* assisting our weakness in performing it. The Greek word g-uvuvriKafyi^avrrut

' expresses the co-operation for which we contend, more clearly than the

' English word "helpeth." "It literally expresses, says Doddridge, the ac-

" tion of one who helps another to bear a burden, by taking hold of it on one

" side, and lifting or bearing it with him; and so it seems to intimate the

" obligation on us to exert our little strengtli, feeble as it is, in concurrence

" with his Almighty'aid."

* Rom. V. 6.
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' with SO much ignorance and prejudice, that in many
* instances, "we do not know what to pray for as we
" ought;" because we know not, on the whole, what

* may be best for us. But the Spirit itself manages all

* these affairs for us, guiding our minds to suitable peti-

' tions, and exciting in them correspondent affections;

' and sometimes inspiring us with that ardour of holy

* desire, >v^hich no words can express, but must there-

* fore vent themselves in unutterable groanings.'* *For

* ever adored be the divine goodness, in sending down
' his Spirit on such sinful creatures, to help our infirm

-

* ities, to implant and excite graces in our hearts, to be a

'source of perfect delights, and our eternal happiness.'!

Some exhortations are next adduced; to which very

many more might be added, which prove, that *some ap-

* proach—towards God on the part of men, some exer-

* tion of their own will, is necessary to obtain the effect-

* ual assistance' of God. I trust, that the Evangelical

clergy are not remarkably deficient in enforcing these

exhortations: nay, I must confidently aver, that they, as

a body, abound above others in doing this: and that, they

would not be so generally disapproved, did they not

thus "testify of the world," (though called christian, as^

our Lord did of the world, as called Jews,) that the

" works of it are evil;"|. and did they not, by such ad-

dresses to the consciences of their hearers, with a plain-

ness which often offends, shew, that the profession of

Christianity will never save from eternal damnation those,

who refuse to comply with these exhortations.

P. xli. 1. 27. 'The purification, &c.'§ "Ye have

Dod. Pai'. on Rom. vlii. 26. f Dod. Improvement on Rom. viii,

\ John vii. 7.

§ ' The purification of the souls of the.se christians was in part owing' to

' their own act in obeying' the trulhj through the assistance of the Spirit.'
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** purified your souls."* This was, not only in part,

but entirely, their own act. The act of the Holy Spirit

consisted, in 'enlightening their minds, stiring up their

' wills, and aiding and prospering their endeavours.' If

any, whether Calvinists or others, suppose, that the in-

fluence of the Holy Spirit supersedes our own labour,

they doubtless have unscriptural views on the subject.

P. xlii. 1. 13. ^ The same apostle^ ^Q,.^\ The origin-

al word, rendered communioriyX signifies participation^

ov copartnei'shipy joint communication, or mutual inter-

course. § In none of the texts referred to, does the idea

of co-operation, in the sense here intended, at all appear;

the original words, which are uniformly employed to

convey that idea, are swvs/ijw, and 2t/vs;i>5;.T[ The word

* See on 33 Refutation. Jam. iv. 8. 1 Pet. i. 22.

f
* Tlie same apostle prays for "the communion of the Holy Ghost;"

* and both the Greek and English words imply the most intimate co-opera-

* tion, and signify that the graces and virtues, on which salvation depends,

' are the joint or common operation of the supernatural power of the Holy

• Ghost, and of the natural power of man; that the Holy Ghost acts with

' men, in such manner that their separate ov respective parts cannot be per-

• ceived or distinguished.'

^ 2 Cor. xiii. 14.

§ Koimvut (a xo/vof) Communio, comrmimtas, consortium, sociefas, commurdca-

tio, participatio.— Officium charitatis. fJIederic.J In Acts 3i- 42. 1 Cor. i. 9.

Gal. ii. 9. Phil. i. 5. ii. 1. ill. 10. 1 John, i. 3. 6, 7, it is translated fellow-

ship. In Rom. XV. 26, contribution. Heb. xiii. 16, to communicate.—Y.otvmo;.

Cut est communitas, socius, particcps. CHeileric.J Luke v. 7— 10. 2 Cor.

viii. 23. Philem. 17. Partner, or, partners.—Matt, xxiii. 30. 1 Cor. x. 18.

2 Cor. i. 7. Phil. i. 7- 1 Pet. v. 1. 2 Pet. 1. 4. Partakers. Philem. 6, com-

munication. Heb. X. 33, companions.—Koivwvsa). In commune venio, commune

aliqjiid habeo, particeps sum, communico: consentio cum aliquo: sacrx ccmx par-

ticcpsfo. fHedericJ Rom. xii. 13. Gal. vi. 6, Phil. iv. 15. Communicate,

Rom. XV. 27, mcule partakers. 1 Tim. v. 22, be partaker. Heb. ii. 14. 1 Pet.

iv. 13, are partakers. 2 John 11, is partaker.—Suj/xoivavo?, Rom. xi. 17. 1

Cor. ix. 23. Phil. i. 7. Rev. 1. 9, partakers. IvyMivrnKui, Rev. xviii. 4, be

partakers. Eph. v. 11, have fellowship.—KonmiKo;, 1 Tim. vi. 18, idlling to

commxinicate.

II lunfiyioo. Mark xvi. 20. Rwm. viii. 28. 1 Cor. xvi. 16. 2 Cor. vi. 1.

Jam. ii. 22. Gr. Suvsp^oc, Rom. xvi. 3 9. translated helpers and helper. 21,

~,uarkfello-v. 1 Cpr. iii. 9, laboureri; togrtlier. 2 Cor. i, 24, helpers, viii. 2.3,'



ON THE FIRST CHAPTER. 71

:s-jvtfyu=i, GO'Operation, is not found in the New Testament:

and in all the places, in which God and man are spoken

of, as co-operating, the salvation of others, not of the

person or persons, thus working together with God, is

uniformly meant.* In this case God is the Agent; and

men are his willing instruments, aiming to promote his

cause in the world, and using the appointed means of

doing this, which he renders successful by his effectual

operation.!—In the text, under consideration, the apos-

tle was not speaking of any thing, in which co-operation

was required; but praying that "the grace of the Lord
" Jesus, the love of the Father, and the communion,"

(or participation with other christians,) "of the Holy
" Spirit," the Comforter, might be with all those, to

whom he wrote. He was not exhorting them to any

duty; so that there could be no call on them to co-ope-

rate, except by adding a fervent Amen to his prayer for

them.

When the apostle said, "I fill up that which is behind

^' of the afflictions of Christ, in my flesh, for his body's

"sake, which is the church;"! did he mean, that the

sufferings of Christ, and his sufferings co-operated in

atoning for our sins? Or merely that his sufferings were

necessary, in order to bring sinners to receive and par-

take of the all sufficient atonement of Christ? If, in pro-

ducing the willing mind to turn to God, the sinner's

co-operation with God be admitted, not only is the glory

divided between two agents, and boasting introduced;

but the will of man takes the lead, and seems entitled to

the precedency. But as, "It is God, that worketh in

" us both to will and to work," all the glory is given to

felloiv-helper. Phil. ii. 25, companion inlaboirr. Col. iv. 11, felloiv-ivorkers. 1

Thes. lii. 2. Philein. 1. 2A; fellovi-labourers. 3 John S, fellotv-helpers.

• Mai'k xvi. 20. 1 Cor. iii. 9. 2 Cor. vi. 1. }" Acts xiv. 27- xv. 4.

Rom. XV. 18. ^ Col. i. 24.
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him; yet our bounden duty of 'Vorking out our own
" salvation," continues the same; and all the immense ad-

vantages of attending to it, are wholly ours; which claim

our liveliest gratitude, while at the same time boasting

is excluded. " That no flesh should glory in his pre-

*' sence. But ofhim are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God
*• is made to us, Wisdom, and Righteousness, and
*' Sanctification, and Redemption: that according as it is

*' written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."*

P. xlii. 1. 25. ' And is not, &c.'t In the person of

Christ, ' perfect God and perfect Man,' the divine na-

ture has, in all things, the precedency : but in the co-

operation, intended to be illustrated by it, the power and

will of man precede and render effectual, the superna-

tural powers of the Holy Spirit; unless we, unreservedly

ascribe our willingness to obey the call of the gospel to

his special preventing grace. How far the intended il-

lustration, from a topic, so extremely different, is ad-

missible, may be questioned: for the union of the divine

and human nature in the person of Christ, has scarcely

any thing, vt^hich accords to the co-operation of two

agents in one work.—Even " the chiefest of the apos-

** ties" were ' imperfect men:' surely then the epithet

is too feeble for the character of man, as he is by nature!

P. xliii. 1. 9. ' The thoughts, £s?c.'| In speaking of

Christ, his divine nature is with exact propriety, placed

* 1 Cor. i. 29—SI.

f ' And is nottltis similar to what took place in our blessed Saviour him-

* self! he was God and man in one Christ—He was perfect God and perfect

' Man. Though " in him dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead;" ' yet " he

" was in all things made like unto his brethren," • and " was in all points

" tempted like as we arc." • We Christians are imperfect men, improved

' and assisted by that portion of divine grace, which it pleases God to bestow

' upon us.'

i ' The thoughts, words and actions of Christ, proceeded from the union

'of his divine and ItMrnan natures; and the graces and virtues of Christians,

' proceed from the joint and common operation of the natural power of maji
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first; but in mentioning the graces and virtues of chris-

tians, ' the natural power of man' precedes ' the super-

' natural power of the Holy Ghost.' This is perfectly-

consistent with that system, and indeed inseperable

from it.

P. xliii. 1. 21. * We sometimes^ ££?c.'* It would

have been more satisfactory to the reader, if his Lord-

ship had quoted, or referred to, any texts of scripture,

in which ' the good works of men are ascribed to God
' alone, without any reference to man.' I cannot call

to memory any text to this effect. " We are his work-

" manship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,

" which Ood hath before ordained, that we should walk

" in them."t The *' fruits of the Spirit" are indeed

coincident with those fruits of " righteousness, which
" are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of

" God:''! but they are not 'ascribed to God alone,

* without any reference to man;' for they spring froi^i

the mind, judgment, and affections of those who are

" led by the Spirit," " live in the Spirit," and " walk

" in the Spirit."^ The will and power, to perform

good works, ought to be, and is in scripture, and in our

articles and liturgy, ascribed to God alone: but how the

good works themselves can be ' ascribed to God alone,

* without any reference to man,' except by actually

considering man as a mere automaton, does not appear.

—In the co-operation before stated, in which God co-

operated with his servants, in the conversion of sinners,

with the supernatural power of the Holy Ghost, for " of Iiis fullness have all

" we received."

* 'We sometimes find them,' (the good works of men,) 'in scripture as-

' cribed to God alone without any reference to man, and sometimes to man
' alone without any reference to God.'

t Eph. ii. 10. ^ Phil. i. 11. § Gal. v. 16—18. 22—2.5,

VOL. I. L
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itVas clearly stated, that God is the great Agent, and

man the instrument by which he works. But in good

works, man is the sole agent, though '* it is God who
*' worketh in him, both to will and to do:" and to speak

of God as the Agent, is to represent man as merely pas-

sive, not working as a voluntary agent, but wrought

upon as a statue, or a corpse, without any choice or

consciousness.

P. xliv. 1. 4. ' The grace^ &cc.'* This passage, if

detached from the context, might be interpreted to

mean, that * the grace of God' influences the heart and

mind of man, by producing an inward change, called

" a new heart," which effectually induces him to

" walk in newness of life," in a manner, not at all in-

terfering with his free agency: namely, by so enlighten-

ing the mind, rectifying the judgment, rendering the

will submissive, and purifying the affections, by the om-

nipotent power of the Holy Spirit; that the man now as

willingly chooses to repent, believe, and obey, as he be-

fore did to rebel, to reject the gospel, and to harden his

heart in unbelief. Yet he himself is not conscious of

any influence, distinguishable from that of his own mind;

but merely complies with the dictates of his enlightened

conscience. Until at length, perceiving that an entire

change has taken place in his views, judgment, desires,

and affections, coincident with that, which is ascribed in

scripture, to the new- creating grace of God; he learns

to give him all the glory, and finds at the same tinie a

great accession to his own comfort. " He that doeth

" truth Cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
" manifest that they are wrought in God."t ' The

• • That the grace of God co-o]jei-ates wiih the free will of men, can

' alone reconcile the numerous texts, both preceptive and dechratory, which

^ relate to luiman conduct, and which .separately assert the divine and hu«

"*' man a.^ency.' f Joli!-! iii. iL
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' grace of God, thus co-operating,' does indeed ' recon-

' cile the numerous texts, both preceptive and declara-

* tory, which relate to human conduct, and which sepa-

' rately assert the divine and human agency.'

P. xliv. 1. 10. ' The concurrerice, &c.** This quo-

tation from Bp. Bramhall, is not materially different

from the sentiments of modern Calvinists. He allows,

that in the act of our ' believing, or conversion to God,'

'It is God that worketh in us the will and the deed;'

and we do not deny, that we must " Work out our own
" salvation with fear and trembling." None of us ima-

gine, that * our repentance is God's work alone; ' and he

admits, that if it * were our work alone, we need not pray,'

* ' The concurrence of Ged and man, says Archbishop Bramhall, in pro-

' ducing the act of our believing or conversion to God, is so evident in Holy
* Scriptute, that it is vanity and lost labour to oppose it. If God did not

' concur, the Scripture v/ould not say, It is God that worketh in us, both thte

« will and the deed. If man did not concur, the Scrlptiu'e would not sav,

*' Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling." ' If our repent-

* ance were God's work alone, God would not say to man, Turn ye unto tne

< with all your heart: and if repentance were man's work alone, we had no
* need to pray, " Turn us, O Lord, and we shall be turned." ' We are
* commanded to repent and to believe: In vain are commandments given

'to them, who cannot at all concur to the acting of that which is com-
' manded. Faith and repentance are proposed u.lto us as conditions to

' obitain blessedness
' and avoid destruction. "If thou shalt confess with

" thy mouth, and believe with thy heart, thou shalt be saved.'' ' And
'except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 'To propose impos-
* sible conditions, which they to whom they are proposed, have no power
* either to accept or refuse, is a mere mockery. Our unbelief and impeni-
* tence is imputed to us as our own fault, " Because of unbelief thou wert
" broken off';" ' and, " After thy hardness and impenitent heart, thou trea-

" surest up unto thyself wrath." ' Their unbelief and impenitence were
' not their own faults, if they neither had power to concur with the grace of
* God to the production of faith and repentance; nor yet to refuse the grace
' of God. Tlie Holy Scripture doth teacli us, that God doth help us in doinir

* works of piety; " The Lord is my Helper," ' and " The Spirit helpheth our
" infirmities." ' If we did not co-operate at all, God could not be said to

* help us. There is, therefore, there must be, co operation. Neither doth
this concurrence or co operation of man, at all entrench upon the power or

* honour of God, because this very liberty to co-operate is his gift, and this

* m;inner of acting his own institution.'
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' Turn thou us, O Lord, and we shall be turned.*—None

of us suppose, that God has pcoposed ' impossible con-

* ditions, which they to whom they are proposed, have

' no power to accept or refuse. ' We have by nature

l^oth power and inclination to refuse; and nothing is

wanting but a willing mind, in order to accept of them:

but Bp. Bramhall, as far as I can judge from the -quota-

tion, would admit, that whatever />07t'e?' we have, we have

not that willing mind, except by the grace of God.

* The liberty to co-operate is his gift; but the inclina-

tion to comply with his proposal is his also* How far

the word co-operate is proper, may be questioned: but

as the matter is here stated, I feel no great repugnancy

to it; especially as explained in the concluding part of

the quotation.

P. xlv. 1. 2o. ' These xvords, &c.'* * The irre-

' sistible decree,' is never the cause of a man's heart

being shut againts the gospel: man's depravity induces

him to shut his own heart; and God in righteous judg-

ment, leaves him to his perverse choice, according to

his own foreknowledge and purpose. But the heart is

always shut, ' till God first knocks at the door of our

' hearts by his preventing grace, without which we

* Ihese words, " Beliold I stand at the door and knock," are not under-

* stood only of the minister's outward knocking- at the door of the ear with

' persuasive words, but much more of God Aliiighty's knocking at the door

* of tlie heart, by his preventing grace. To what end doth he knock to have

' it opened, if he himself had shut it by an irresistible decree? God first

< knocks at the door of our hearts by his preventing grace, without which
' we have no desire to open unto Cla-ist. And then he heips us by his ad-

' juvant or assistant grace, that we may be able to open. Yet the very name
< of God's adjuvant, or assistant, or helping grace, doth admonish us that

* there is something for us to do on our parts: that is, to open, to consent,

« to concur. Why should our co-operalion seem so strange, which the apos-

t tie doth assert so positively? " We are labourers together with God."

« And " I laboured more abundantly than they all;" ' yet not 1 (that is, not I

'alone) but the grace of God which was with me.'
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* HAVE NO DESIRE TO OPEN UNTO ChRIST.' ' Not
* I alone'—Would St. Paul approve of this addition to,

or gloss upon, his words?

P. xlvii. last line. ' He infers^ Ssfc.'* In imputing

these sentiments to the Calvinists, indiscriminately, it

would have been far more satisfactory, if some evidence

in proof, of the charge had been adduced; especially

from the writings of modern Calvinists, in the estab-

lished church. It will probably be allowed by most

readers, that the author of these remarks has had con-

siderable opportunity of learning the sentiments of his

brethren; but he can confidently declare as in the pre-

sence of God, that he never heard one of them, or indeed

any Calvinist, avowedly profess such tenets as these. It

is indeed a serious thing to advance such accusations

against a large body of men, of whom his Lordship al-

lows, many to be pious and diligent ministers, without

clear and decisive evidence; and we must be excused,

in answering with the apostle, " Neither can they prove

"the things, whereof they now accuse us."t

Modern Calvinists generally avoid the use of the

word irresistible^ as exceptionable, and not scriptural:

and necessary in this connexion, belongs not to the sys-

tem of those, who believe the predestination of an in-

finitely wise, just, and merciful God; but to that of fa*-

talists, heathen fatalists, and modem necessarians*

Note, P. xlviii. ' JVe sayf Scc.'J There have been

* ' He infers that man has no concern whatever in working' out his salva-

' tion; and that the thoughts, words, and works of those who shall be saved,

' are necessary and irresistible effects of divine grace: this is the error of

« Calvinists.'

j- Acts xxiv. 13.

% ' We say that of ourselves we can do hothing; whence they conclude,

' that we have nothing to do. We say, that it is tiie gruce of God which cna.

' bles us to do every thing; from wlience, they cnnchule that everv thin"-

' must be left to the grace of God, and tliat we nc-d onlv v.-ork ourselves jn',o
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and still are, a considerable number, to whom the re-

buke, in this quotation from Sherlock is justly applica-

ble: but, I have a confidence that they receive it as fre-

quently, constantly, and decidedly, from the evangelical

clergy, as from any other ministers, either of the es-

tablishment or elsewhere. The author of these re-

marks, during more than twenty years, Avas subjected to

very much censure and many painful effects, for plainly

'jprotesting against this very enthusiasm, and antinomian

delusion: and he cannot but think it hard, to be inclu-

ded in the same general sentence of condemnation with

the persons, whose pestiferous tenets, he so long, and

he trusts, successfully opposed.—We require nothing

of our opponents beyond a fair discrimination. Let

them state the censurable tenets, bring clear evidence

against the accused, and, having proved them guilty,

proceed to pass sentence on them; but surely it is not

candid, to conclude under one general sentence, so large

and multifarious a body of men, as are now called ' the

* Calvinists,' making them all accountable for the faults

of some individu:.ls; and to class among them all the

Evangelical clergy and their congregations! But I re-

tract— it is not so much, in many instances, the want of

candour and equity, as the want of information. We
preach very publickly, but they disdain to hear us; we
publish books on various subjects, but they will not

deign to read them! for I hope no one who has read them,

would persist in charging us with tenets, \vliich we
openly disavow, and labour to discounttnance to the ut-

most of our abihty.

P. xlix. 1. 2. * Unitarians, to \^ hich title they have

* no more right, than Calvinists have to that of Evan-

* a strong persuasion that God is at work for us, and mny sit still ourselves.

' And this persuasion, wliich is generally mere enthusiasm, they dignify wiih

* the name of Christian faith.' Sherlock^ v. 2- p. 80.
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' gelical divines.'—What exclusive right any body of

men have to the title of ' Evangelical divines,' I do not

enquire. A certain description of ministers, and among

them, several clergymen in the established church, were

thus distinguished, before almost any now living, were

joined to the company. Whether, therefore, our pre-

decessors arrogated to themselves the title of evangelical

ministers; or others so denominated them, as noticing

in their preaching, a marked difference from that of other

preachers, needs not here be decided. It is certain, how-

ever, that the present race of ' Calvinists' did not give

themselves or one another the title of Evangelical divines

or ministers; for it was given to the body before many

of these were born, and before almost any part had en-

tered the ministry; and they have no option, whether

they will be so called or not; except by renouncing or

concealing their present sentiments. It would indeed

be a great blessing to mankind if all who are so called,

and all who desire to be thought as much deserving of

^e title as others; were both in doctrine, spirit, and con-

duct, all which that title imports: " taking heed unto

" themselves, and to their doctrine, and continuing in

«* them; for in so doing, they would both save them-
*' selves, and those that hear them.'** If, however, we

had assumed to ourselves this title, it would not have

been more justly censurable, than it is for men to call

themselves, and one another, Orthodox. It may admit

of some argument, whether evangelical OYi'm'ions be right

or not: but what is orthodox must be right, since the

very name denotes it.

P. xlix. 1. 23. ' It should, Ssfc^.'f I quote this pas-

* 1 Tim. iv. 16.

\ ' It should be remembered, that all Scripture is given by inspiration,

• and is written for our learning. Every part of it is true, and equally true

' It is our duty to read and attend to the whole. Tlie whole Bible is the
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sage with cordial approbation, and recommend it to tiic

special attention of the reader.

P. 1.1. 8. ' I shall, £sfc.'* The words in the Latin

article, (of which the English is an authoritative trans-

lation,) are ' Ab originalijustitia quam longissime distet.^

Qua?n longissime signifies, ' as far off as possible.'

—

* Qiiam,'t ' Very much, very greatly.' Examples.

Qimf7i maxima possem voce. Terence. (' With the

' loudest voice that I could.') ' An est quod malim quam
* te quam doctissimum videreV * f Cicero.J (' Is there

' any thing which I should rather choose, than to see

' thee as learned as possible?') ' Ut quam maximas, quam
* primum, quam st^pissime gratias agat,^ f Cicero.

J

(* that he may return thanks, as great, as speedily, and

'as often as possible.') ' Very far gone from original

* righteousness,' is superlative, and expressive; but not

so energetic as the Latin. Whether it be true or no,

that 'original righteousness is not entirely lost, &c ;'

the article certainly gives no countenance to that senti-

ment? ' Original sin standeth not in the following of

* Adam, fin imltatione Adami situm^J as the Pelagians

' vainly talk; (fahulantur;) but it is the fault and cor-

* ruption, fvitium et depravatio^J of the nature of every

' man, that is naturally ingendered of the offspring of

' Adam, whereby (qua jit ut) man is very far gone

* (quam longissime distet,J from original righteousness,

' ground of our faith, and the rule of our life. We are to compare Scripture

* with Scripture; we must add truth to truth; and disdaining all partial and

* narrow views of the Deity and his dispensations, search out " all the counsel

**of(iod," as far as it is revealed, if we wish to become wise unto salva-

* tion.'

• « I shall first notice the article upon original sin, in which it is said, that

" man is very far gone from original righteousness:" this expression im-

' plies, that original righteousness is not entirely lost, that all the good quali-

* ties and principles, with which man was at first created, are not absolutely

* destroyed.

f Ainsworth on the xi-ord g,nam, (7.

)
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' and is of his own nature inclined to evil; so that the

' flesh lusteth always contrary to the Spirit; and there-

* fore in every person born into this world, it deserveth

* God's wrath and damnation.'*

P. 1. * TVhen, ^c.''^ Had his Lordship mentioned

the book, or books, in which the reader might find ful-

ler information on the transaction here mentioned, some-

thing further might have been said upon it. It is,

however, of little consequence in the argument, what

construction either party at that time put upon the ar-

ticle under consideration. This can only prove what

they thought on the subject. ' But the plain and obvi-

* ous sense of the passage' is to be sought from the words

themselves, and not from men's thoughts about it. The

most Calvinistic of the Evangelical clergy are perfectly

satisfied with the article as it now stands; and only de-

sire that it may be cordially subscribed, and firmly ad-

dered to, by all the clergy; and by their means be made

known to all their congregations, that they may believe

and practically improve it.

P. li. 1. 1. ' The article proceeds to say, that man of

' his own nature inclineth to evil.' 1. 10. 'Inclineth to

'evil.'—The English article reads, ' Is of his own na-

' ture inclined;'' which conveys the idea of a natural

strong bias to evil, more forcibly than inclineth, accord-

ing to the idiom of our language.

* Art. ix.

f
* When the assembly of divines in the reign of Charles the First, uncler-

' took to reform, as they called it, our articles according to the Calvinistic

' creed, tliey proposed to om4t the words, *' man is very far gone from ori-

" g-inal rig-hteousness," ' and to substitute for them, *' man is wholly depri-

" ved of original righteousness." It was admitted by both parties, that the

* two sentences conveyed ideas extremely different; and the proposed altera-

' tion was rejected by those, who wislied to maintain the ancient and estab-

' lished dodr.nc of the cluirch of England, in opposition to the peculiar tenets

' of Calvin.'

VOL. T. M
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P. li. 1. 7. * llie article, &c.'*—'The flesh lusteth

^ always contrary to the Spirit.'

P. li. 1. 11. * An inclination though strong may be

* conquered.'—One strong inclination may be conquer-

ed by another still stronger: but what inclination is there

in fallen man, which is stronger than his inclination to

evil? An inclination, to sensual indulgence, may be over-

come by a stronger inclination to acquire honour, or

wealth, or even to enjoy health and outward comfort:

and, on the contrary, a propensity to ambition, or avarice,

may be overcome by a stronger propensity to animal

indulgence. The powers of the mind may govern the

bodily appetites: but the works of the flesh include

"emulations," and other vices of the mind, as well as

adultery, fornication, and drunkenness: and if emulation,

or ambition, overcome sensuality, what is there in man,

without divine grace, to overcome emulation? The hea-

then philosophers never thought of any thing higher,

than keeping men from low vice {tiirpe) by love of

glory, or regard to what was honourable; {honestum; )

but the love of glory, " the honour which cometh from

" man," is at least as opposite to true religion as sensual

indulgence. " God resisteth the proud." The case is

therefore desperate, unless some radical and complete

change can be wrought in the minds and hearts of men.

Nothing can avail, in giving sinners a victory over every

evil propensity, but a new c7'eation,\

P. li. 1. 12. ' The continuance of this infection of

' nature, even in those who are baptized,' &c. However

fully satisfied his Lordship may be, that regenerated and

baptized are synonymous terms, he could not expect

that the persons, whose tenets he had undertaken to re-

* ' The article docs not pronounce wltli tlie Ciilvinists, that man of his

' own nature can perform nothing but evil.'

t Cial. vi. 15. Cr.
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fute, would at once admit his conclusions, even before

they had heard his arguments. This, therefore, must

be allowed to be petitio prmcipu, a premature assump-

tion of the point in debate. How far such a substitu-

tion of one word for another, in quoting our articles o^

liturgy, by a Calvinist, would be considered, as imply-

ing dissatisfaction with the language of them, and a wish

to alter it, must be left to the reader to decide.

P. li. 1. 14. * The constant, &c.'* If by * the Spirit,'

the soul be meant, and by ' the flesh,* the bodz/, the vic-

tories of the Spirit are only those of pride, ambition,

avarice, and malignant passions, over sensuality. But

this could not be the meaning of those who compiled

the articles. *' They that are in the flesh cannot please

"jGod; but ye are not in the flesh, but in the spirit; if

*' so be the Spirit of God dwell in you."t " The
" Spirit" in the passage evidently referred to in the arti-

cle,$ must mean either the Holy Spirit, or " that which
*' is born of the Spirit. "§ And it is evident that the

article means " the Holy Spirit." Depraved nature al-

ways lusteth contrary to the strivings of the Holy Spirit;

it always resists, and endeavoiu-s to quench his holy mo-
tions. But when he ' prevails,' and overcomes depraved

nature, by special grace, then the man becomes one of

those, " who are not in the flesh, but in the spirit."

The latter part of the article, (after the word damnation,)

speaks of such persons exclusively. Yet even in them,

the flesh still " lusteth against the Spirit;'* " so that they

" cannot do the things which they would." Sin, however,

has no longer dominion; but the new and holy nature,

* • The constant lusting of the flesh agahist the Spirit, is I^ere asserted,

' generally and indiscriminately, without any declaration that either the

' Spirit or the flesh invariably and necessarily prevails in any particular des-

* cription of persons.*

t Rom. viii. 8, 9. t Oal. v. 17 § John iii 6
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thus implanted, opposes the lustings of the flesh, and in

great measure prevails against them; though not so per-

fectly, as they long, and pray, that it should. " Being

" made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye

" have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting

'* life."*
—

' The invariable prevalence of the flesh, under

' one form or other, i^i carnal persons lacking the Spirit

' of Christ,' we do indeed maintain: but ' the invariable

* prevalence of the Spirit' in all believers, implies more

than we mean. We only hold, that, notwithstanding

evil prevails on some occasions against their better pur-

poses; yet they are so " kept by the power of God;"

that they either proceed in an uniform course of unre-

served, though imperfect, obedience, or are brought

back from all their wanderings in deep repentance,

(often by means of severe rebukes and chastisements;)

and by renewed faith in the mercy of God, through Je-

sus Christ: so that none are finally left to perish; but

like the company, in the ship with St, Paul, they escape

safe from all perils and storms to the heavenly inheri-

tance. ' The true, faithful man endeavoureth himself

* to conform his will to God's will, in all things, and to

* walk right forth in his percepts. And where by his in-

' firmity he chanceth to fall, he lieth not still, but, by
* God's help, riseth again: and his trust is so much in

* God, that he doubteth notin God's goodness to him;

' but that, if by fragility and weakness he fall again,

* God will not suffer him so to lie still, but put his hand

* to help him up again, and so at the last he will take

'him up at death unto the life of glory everlasting.'

(^Cranmer, Fathers of the EiigUsh Church, Vol.

iii. p. 89.)

P. li. 1. 19. ' Jt cannot
J &c.'t Calvinists are ge-

t Rom. vi. 22.

j- 'It cannot therefore be pretended that this article gives any countenance
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nerally accused of holding too lax, rather than too strict,

sentiments, in respect of personal obedience and holi-

•ness. Though this accusation, as to the body at large,

is ungrounded: some unguarded expressions in the

writings or discourses of individuals, give it a measure

of plausibility. But, that the Calvinists hold the * no-

* tions of sinless obedience and spotless purity in the

' elect,* (as to this world,) is to me a novel charge. It

is true indeed, that some of that large body, which has

been collected by Mr. John Wesley and his assistants

and successors, hold the doctrine of sinless perfection,

attainable in this present life; and some think them-

selves to have attained this perfection; but they cannot

combine with it the idea of * unspotted purity in the

* elect,' according to the calvinistical sense of that word:

because they are most decided opposers of this part of

the calvinistical system. If, however, they also be

classed among the Calvinists; this tenet belongs to them

exclusively. It does not appear in what sense, this

charge is brought against the Calvinists, unless it be,

that a ftw individuals, who called themselves by this

name, have maintained, that the same actions which are

sins, and most atrocious crimes in other men, are not

sins in the elect, or in believers. But, I will confident-

ly affirm, that by the verdict of an immense majority of

Calvinists, these men would be adjudged insane, quoad

hoc; and not being able to give satisfactory security for

their good behaviour in society, should be restrained

by some mild confinement, (like other lunaticks,) from

doing mischief.— ' The incorrigible pollution and inevi-

' table wickedness in the reprobate,' is no doctrine of

modern Calvinists. ' The incorrigible pollution and

' to the Calvinistio notions of sinless obedience and unspotted purity in the

' elect, and of incorrigible pollution and inevitable wickedness in the repro-
• bate.'
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* inevitable wickedness of all men^' without exception;

\inless " washed, and sanctified, and justified, in the

" name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God,"

we indeed hold; and wonder, how any who do not, can

subscribe our articles. The word reprobate is not, in

this sense found in scripture, and we do not want it,

" He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the

" wrath of Godabidethonhim;" and " Except ye re-

" pent, ye shall all likewise perish."*

P. liii. U 15. * In the^ &c.'t The words quoted

from the article include the beginning, as well as tho

progress of the change, by which we are turned from

sin to God and holiness. " The preparations of the

" heart are from the Lord."| *' He, who hath begun
'* a good work in you, will perform it until the day of

*' Christ. "§ But * unassisted exertions' seem to im-

ply, that apart from the grace of Christ, we may have

the willing mind, though without assistance, our exer-

tions will not be eventually successful. ' Wherefore we
* have no power to do good works pleasant and accept-

' able to God, without the grace of God by Christ pre-

' venting us, that we may have a good will, and work-
* ing with us when we have that good will.'U The co-

operation here spoken of is expressly mentioned as sub-

sequent to our ' having a good will;* which is exclu-

sively ascribed to the ' preventing grace ofGod in Christ

* Luke xili. 3—5. Jolm ill. 36.

t • In the article upon free will, it is said,' ' The condition of man after

« the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself by his

* own natural strength and good works, to faith and calling upon God;'

' that is, a man cannot by Ills own natural faculties and unassisted exertions,

* so counteract and correct the imperfection and corruption derived from

* the fall of Adam, as to be able of liimself to acquire that true and lively

' faith which would secure his salvation, or to call upon God with that sin^

' eerily, fervour, and devotion, which can alone give efficacy to our prayers.*

± Prov. xvi. 1. • § Phil. i. 6. H Conclusion of Art. x.
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' working in W5,' not with us. ' As by thy special

* grace preventing us, thou dost put into our minds
* good desires, so by thy continual help, we may bring

' the same to good effect.'* The help here also is pray-

ed for as a subsequent blessing, to the good desires put

into our hearts by preventing grace.—Calvinists readily

allow, that man by nature, without either special pre-

venting grace, or supernatural assistance, is able to per-

form a decent outward morality, to believe with a dead

unfruitful faith, and to go on with a form of godliness:

* but to acquire that lively faith which would secure his

* salvation, or to call on God with that sincerity, fer-

* vour, and devotion, which alone can give efficacy to

* our prayers,'—with internal holiness, producing uni-

form, hearty, and unreserved obedience, he cannot at-

tain. He may be a formalist, or a hypocrite, a Pharisee,

or a proud heathen or infidel moralist; but not an ac-

cepted believer, a spiritual worshipper, or a humble de-

voted servant of God, without the special grace of God.

Something previous to assistance is here needful to

those dead in sin. Till omnipotence restored life to

Lazarus, no assistance could bring him out of the grave.

P. liv. 1. £0. ' It is, Scc.'f It does not become us

to assign limits to the Almighty, in his manner of be-

stowing his benefits. He confers, or v/ithholds them,

in perfect wisdom, justice, goodness, aad truth; whether

we can discern it or no. His reasons for making these

differences, which to us may appear arbitrary, or capri-

cious, will, when made known at the great decisive day,

be found so unanswerable, as to stop the mouths of ail

his enemies, and constrain " the wicked to be silent in

" darkness; "J while all his friends will be filled with

* Col. for East Sund.

f ' It is a gift not bestowed arbitrai'Ily, capriciously, or irrespectively.'

-' 1 Sam. ij. 9.
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admiration, gratitude, and love. At present, " he giv-

" eth not account of any of his matters;"* but silences

our presumptuous objections, by saying, " Nay, but,

" O man, who art thou that repliest against God?"t

—

The word irrespectively requires a little further notice.

Does his Lordship maintain, that God, in giving faith,

has respect to any thing good in those who receive it,

independent of his special grace? If this be so, then

without doubt boasting is introduced. For some men

have by nature, without special preventing grace, the

will and the power to do that which is good before

God; even so good, as to induce him to give them sa-

ving faith in preference to others. This is diametrically

contrary to the article which has bten considered. Yet

unless this be maintained, fliith must be the gift of God

irrespectively of any thing good in him who re-

ceives it.

P. liv. 1. 23. ' We can, hc.'t His Lordship has

here inadvertently made a concession of so great import-

ance, as, if carried to its full consequences, determines

the question. Whether the church of England be Calvin-

istick in doctrine or not? The passage, inclosed by dou-

ble inverted commas, is adduced as the words of ' mo-
* dern Calvinistick writers; but is indeed a quotation

from the Homilies of our church! P>go, the compilers

of our homilies were Calvinistick writers. The same

persons formed our articles and liturgy: (for the homily,

whence it is taken, is one of those set forth in Queen

Elizabeth's reign, 1562:) Ergo, they who formed our

articles and liturgy were Calvinistick wj iters.
—

' It is

• the Holy Ghost, and no other thing, that doth quicken

* Job xxxiii. 13. f Uom. ix. 20. i

4;
• We can by no means allow the inferences attempted to be drawn from

' them by modern Calvinistic writers, namely, that " of our own n:Aturc we

" are without any spark of goodness in us.''
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* the minds of men, stirring up good and godly motions

' in their hearts, which are agreeable to the will and

* commandment of God, such as of their own crooked

' and perverse nature they should never have. " That
" which is born of the Spirit is spirit." * As who should

* say, Man of his own nature is fleshly and carnal, cor-

* rupt and naught, sinful and disobedient to God, with-

* out any spark ofgoodness in him^ without any virtuous

' or godly motion, only given to evil thoughts and wick-

* ed deeds.'-* It certainly may be presumed, that there

is a striking resemblance between the language of mo-

dern Calvinists, and that of our venerable reformers,

when the one is mistaken for the other, by our opponents.

Probably, his Lordship met with the passage, in the

writings of some modern Calvinist; and, not recognizing

the words of the homily, as there quoted, supposed

them to be the words of the author, and so produced

them as a specimen of our doctrine: and such indeed

they are, and ought to be, considering our subscriptions,

and solemn engagements in the sight of God in this be-

half. A genuine controversialist might make further

use of this extraordinary inadvertency, in so important

a matter: but I shall only add, my sincere desire and

prayer, that all our bishops, priests, and deacons, may
become so familiarly acquainted with the language of

the homilies, as to be effectually secured from falling

into $uch mistakes in future. It may also be a caution

to writers in general, when they quote words with mark-

ed disapprobation, to ascertain previously from what

source they are derived; lest in aiming a deadly blow at

an adversary, they should inadvertently smite a friend or

a parent.

P. 1 v. 1. 13. 'To perform their part towards their

* Homily on Wliitsunday, 1 P;irt.

VOL. I. N
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'conversion,'' The persons, addressed by the apostle,

were called on to " repent and be converted;" to " re-

" pent and turn to God, and to do works meet for re-

"pentance." Repentance or conversion, (as it implies

actively turning unto God;) is wholly the act of the peni-

tent: but to " work in us both to will and to do, is the

" act of God alone."

P. Ivi. 1. 7. ' St. Paul, &c.'* The Calvinists, in

general, and the evangelical clergy especially, refer

their hearers to the sacred scriptures, as the only infalli-

ble standard of truth and duty; and, in particular, when
* any of their converts fall into errors, either of doctrine

' or practice' they ' endeavour to bring them back' to

" the truth as it is in Jesus,"—by referring them ' to

' the written word of God:' and they consider, as danger-

ous enthusiasts, all those who object to this proceeding.

But the word argument is capable of different mean-

ings. The apostles used arguments, taken from the

scriptures, in contending with the Jews, and erring

christians: and they met the Gentiles on their own

ground, and by plain snd forcible arguments endeavour-

ed to draw them off from " lying vanities, to serve the

" living and true God;" and to receive that revelation,

which he had given to mankind by Jesus Christ; thus

leading them to the scriptures as the sole standard of

truth and duty. But in modern times, reason and reve-

lation have been considered, as two distinct sources of

religious instruction, nearly of equal authority. Argu-

ment has been at some times used, as giving additional

certainty and authority, to " the testimony of God;" at

others, as fixing the sense of scripture to that which is

* ' St. Paul, when any of Iiis converts fell into errors cither of doctrine or

' of practice, endeavoured 1o bring tliem back to the triitli as it is in Jesus,

' by argument, and by referring them eltlicr to tlie written word of God,, or

to the instructions which they had received from himself.'
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totally different from the obvious meaning of the words:

and not seldom, the oracles of reason, have been more

directly opposed to the " oracles of God." We cannot,

therefore, but be jealous on this subject; and cautious

of admitting as an ally, one who has so often been a

traitor. We must insist on it, that the scriptures alone,

(and not the scriptures and human reason,) are the stand-

ard of truth and duty. " To the law and to the testi-

" mony: if they speak not according to this word, it is

" because there is no light in them."* Revelation is

" the testimony of God." The only exercise of the

understanding, by which we can receive testimony^ is

faith, or believing. Reason and argument indeed have

a previous office, viz. First to determine how far tliV

testimony is, or is not, worthy of credit: and Secondl}

,

to ascertain the purport and meaning of the testinioji}-,

or what, if true, it amounts to. But, this being done,

we can no more receive the testimony of God, by any

other operation of the mind, tlian that of believiug;

than a judge and jury, can decide a cause, in any other

way, than by crediting or discrediting the witnesses.

The judge may reason concerning the evidence, eithef

as credible, or as not A\orthy of credit; and lie mo.\

.show to what, if true, it amounts. Thus the apostles,,

"reasoned from the scriptures," with those who ad-

mitted their divine authority; and clearly stated what

was proved by them: and thus infidels reason against

the scriptures, as incredible; and so, rejecting the tes-

timony of God, " make him a liar." But the things

revealed, must either be received on the sole authority

of God, by faith, or be rejected as not worthy of credit.

As, therefore, there is only one source of truth, e\'eii

" the oracles of God;" we do not use arguments, taken

• Is. viii. 20.
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from other topics, as coadjutors to the scriptures; which

is Hke holding a candle to increase the Hght of the sun:

much less do we argue against the obvious meaning of

the scripture, to give another turn to it, in order to

avoid a conclusion, which we may call and attempt to

prove irrational, but which in fact is the wisdom of

God.*-

P. Ivi. 1. 13. ^ He did not, ^c'^^ The evangelical

clergy, do not generally tell their people when they think

them in danger of falling into error, to consult 'their

' own internal feelings, whether they are in the way to

' heaven:' but did not our Lord, when he said to Peter,

three times, " Si;non, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?"J
Did he not tell him to consult his internal feelings,

whether he were a true believer or no? Our ' opinions

* and actions' ought certainly to be compared with the

word of God: but ought not our affections also? And
are not all affections of the heart, * internal feelings?'

and should we not compare our affections with the

standard of holiness, the law of God; with the " fruits

" of the Spirit;" and with what is spoken in scripture

of the fear of God, sorrow for sin, contrition, shame, and

remorse, and " trembling at the word of God," of love,

gratitude, and joy, and love of the brethren, as peculiar

to true christians? Are not these * internal feelings,*

though, when genuine, they are manifested by external

effects? Do they not differ essentially from the ' inter-

' nal feelings' of the proud, the hard hearted, the pre-

sumptuous, the ungrateful, the rebellious, and of those

• 1 Cor. j. 23—2r.

t ' He did not tell them to consult their own internal feelings, vvlietlier

' tliey were in the way to lieuven, but to compare their actions and opinions

' with the g'ospel wliich he hud preached: this was with him the only crite-

' rion of suvirg faith.'

t John T(,xi. 15— IT.
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who are " hateful and hating one another?" And if the

* internal feelings' be totally wrong, or if right affections

be wholly wanting; what are the most scriptural opin-

ions, and external actions, better than formality and hy-

pocrisy? The holy law is love to God and man. " The
" fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, &c." The
Psalmist, even '* the man after God's own heart,"

speaks continually of ^' thirsting for God, even for the

" living Godj" " longing, yea, even fainting for the

'* courts of the Lord,* rejoicing in God;" " delight-

** ingin him;" and in his commandments, and he calls

on others to do the same.| Our Lord pronounces those

blessed, who " hunger and thirst after righteousness;

*' for their's is the kingdom of heaven. "| St. Paul

calls on the Philippians to " rejoice in the Lord always; "5

and he says, " We are the circumcision, who worship

** God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and
** put no confidence in the flesh. "^ St. Peter thus ad-

dresses the christians to whom he writes: " Whom
^' having not seen ye love, in whom though now ye see

** him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeaka-

" ble and full of glory. "|| Are not all these ' internal

* feelings?' And do they not prove, that those who are

conscious of them, may warrantably conclude them-

selves to be in the way of salvation? indeed divine life

itself, purity of heart, and all vital godliness are ' internal

' feelings:' and religion, however exact in ' opinions and
* actions' without them is a lifeless statue or corpse;

like one of those which Ezekiel in vision saw, when
" the bones came together, bone to his bone, and—the

" sinews and flesh came upon them, and the skin cov-.

• Ps. xlii. 2. Ixiii. 1. Ixxxiv. 1,2. cxix. 14. 151. cxlili. 6. | Ps. xxx. 11,

xxxii. 11. xxxlii. 1. xxxvii. 4. xclv. 19. cxii. 1. cxix. 14. 40. 111. ^ MuU-
V. 6. § Phil. iv. 1.4. ^ Phil. iij. 3. (I 1 Ptt. i. 8.
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^ eredthem, but there was no breath in them." But

when " the breath came into them they lived."*

But there are indeed many unholy affections, and de-

lusive internal feelings in religion. The grand concern

then is, not indiscriminately to condemn them all; but

to distinguish " the precious from the vile." We
should enquire, whether our fears and hopes, our sor-

rows and joys, our love and hatred, our desires and

aversions, be fixed on the same objects, regulated in the

same manner, and productive of the same effects on our

outward conduct, as these affections were, in the per-

sons marked with decided approbation in the word of

God: or whether they be unscriptural, as to their ob-

jects, their nature, tendency and effects. These, and

many other particulars, must be examined and assayed

by the holy scriptures; and it cannot be wrong to call

on our hearers, to judge of the state of their hearts, as

well as of their opinions and actions, according to the

oracles of God. " Examine yourselves, whether ye be

" in the faith, prove your ownselves; know ye not

" your ownselves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, ex-

*' cept ye be reprobates?" (or disapproved persons. )t

" I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet

** not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I

•' now live in the flesh, I live by the fiiith of the Son of

" God, who loved me and gave himself for me."J
* Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts, by the inspiration

* of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee.'§

Our internal feelings indeed must be judged of, not by

their vehemence, but by the nature and effects of them;

and the proportion which they bear to their respective

objects, compared with the exercise of similar affec-

• Kz. -sxxvii. 1—10.
I 2 Cor. xlii. 5. t Gal. ii. 20.

§ Col. commuiiiou service.
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tions, when called forth by the interests and concerns

of this life.

To employ another similitude: a religion of vehe-

ment affections, without scriptural knowledge and judg-

ment, and the sober exercise of our mental powers; is

like a ship with crowded sails; but without helm, chart,

compass, or ballast; which is far more likely to be driven

on the rocks, than to the desired port. A religion aljl

intellect, and external action, without affections or in-

ternal feelings, is like a ship, with helm, chart, com-

pass and ballast, but without masts or sails; which must

either lie as a log on the water, or be driven about by

currents, or tides as they rise and fall, being perfectly

unmanageable. " That your love may abound more
*' and more, in knowledge and in all judgment."*
*' Did not he who made that which is without, make
" that which is within also?"t Did he not create the

heart as well as the understanding, and form us capa-

ble oifeeling as well as knowing? And does he not,

both in the law and in the gospel, demand the heart for

himself?

Motives, especially, which are ' internal feelings,' are

essential to moral agency and responsibility. The good

or bad motive often makes the discrimination of " good
*' before God," or *' abomination in his sight," in the

same outward action.—"To give alms to be seen of

*' men," that is, from love of praise, is pride which God
abhors and resists; yet God will not forget the work and

labour of love, which men " have showed towards his

** name," in ministering to his saints, or doing good to

others for his sake. What more pleasing to God, than

to preach the gospel, from zeal for his glor}', and love to

the souls of men? What more abominable, than to

• Phil. i. 11. t l.uke -k;, 39,40.
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preach it from envy and strife, ambition, or love of fil-

thy lucre? On a subject involving so much of what the

scripture inculcates, great caution is needful, in censur-

ing even what is spurious or enthusiastical.

P. Ivi. 1. 23. ' Thefirst, &c.»* In this we all cer-

tainly ought to imitate them: but did they not also ad-

dress their consciences? "By manifestation of the truth

*' commending ourselves to every man's conscience, in

" the sight of God. "f And is not conscience an ' inter-

* nal feeling?' Did not the apostles beseech and persuade,

as well as reason? And do not intreaty and persuasion

address the feelings of the heart? Actors on the stage,

indeed, aim to excite the passions, by addressing them-

selves to the imagination; without informing the mind,

or convincing the judgment: and, alas! too many preach-

ers seem to copy them, rather than ' the first preachers

* of the gospel,'—A judge, in summing up the evidence,

and giving his charge to the jury, avoids, at least ought

to avoid, exciting the passions, as much as possible.

His object should be, to inform the mind, and direct

and convince the judgment. But the able counsel at the

bar, and the eloquent speaker in the senate, especially

when conscious that his cause is so good, that it needs

only to be known, in order to be approved by all impar-

tial men; first addresses the understandings of his audi-

tors: and, having produced the conviction which he in-

tended, he attempts, by all his powers of oratory, by

persuasion, or expostulation, or remonstrance, in every

• ' Tlie first preachers of the Gospel addressed ttie understanding's of tlieii-

• hearers, and enforced the necessity of a llcdeemer, by reasoning founded li

' the fallen and lost condition of man: they constantly set before them the

' folly and fatal consequences of voluntarily neglecting so great salvation,

and animated them to a grateful sense of the divine goodness, by display-

• ingthe love of God in sending "his only-begotten Son into the world, that

" wliosoever believcth in him, sliould not perish but have everlasting life."

t 2 Cor. jv. 2.
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varied form, to excite the passions, and to produce the

practical effect at which he aims. This surely should

be the pattern of the christian minister: only all his infor-

mation, and argument for conviction, and motives should

be deduced from the word of God; and other topicks

introduced, principally for illustration, and collateral

purposes. He ought not, like the actor, to address the

passions, through the imagination, or to excite them by

things unreal,—or unknown. Nor ought he to address

the intellect only: but he should address the conscience,

and the passions, by previously instructing the mind,

and rectifying the judgment. This indeed his Lordship,

in general terms, seems to allow.

P. Ivii. 1. 20. Note from Warburton. ' On the

• -whole^ &c.'* I set before the reader the words of Bp.

Warburton, concerning internalfeelings, mystick spirit-

ualism, and extatick raptures; but after what has been

stated, it is not needful to animadvert on these exprcs^

sions, which are not found in our writings, but devised

by himself. The clause, however, * the test of this

' truth, reason,' requires some notice, as illustrating

what has before been advanced: viz. that human reason,

instead of being the fumble scholar of revelation, first

proposes herself as an ally, then becomes a competitor,

instead of a coadjutor; at length throws off the mask,

appears an avowed and undisguised traitor, expels rev-

elation from the throne, and usurps it to herself. " To
^-

* * On the whole, therefore, v/e conclude, that that wisdom which divests

• the Christian favth of its truth, and tiie test of this truth, reason, and re-

• solves all into internal feelings,, into mystic spiritualism, and esstatic rap-

• tares, instead of giving it the manly support of moral demonstration, that

• this, I say, can never be the wisdom which is from above, whose character-

• istic attribute is purity. Thus, on a fair trial, these illuminated Doctors

' have, at their very first entrance, excluded themselves from their high pre-

• tensions: principles like these always coining from spiritual impurity, and

' often leading, as we have seen, into the very sink of the carnal.'

VOL. I. O
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" the law and to the testimony." As to the unsupported

accusations, in the conclusion, I can only say, they are

worthy of the pen which wrote them.

P. Iviii. 1. 14. ^ Is such, &c.'* I know not from

which of the books of modern Calvinists, and living

authors, the sentiments, of this passage could be taken.

I do not know, that our predecessors maintained them:

but, supposing that some did, why are the sins of the

dead to be imputed to us, if we do not imitate them?

No doubt there are, and always have been, enthusiasts;

and passages, from journals and pamphlets, might ba

adduced, which deserve this censure, perhaps in its full

extent. But the evangelical clergy are not at all involv-

ed in it. The exceptionable tenets cannot be produced

from their writings; but, in general, from those who are

wholly averse from the peculiarities of Calvinism. I am
confident, that there are scarcely any of the body, de-

nominated • evangelical clergymen,' who do not dis-

claim, and protest against, that ' passive waiting for the

* impulses of the Spirit, which modern enthusiasts re-

^ commend to their hearers.' Waiting, in the diligent

use of means, and carefully avoiding whatever is known

to be contrary to the will of God, are very different in-

deed from /jawwe waiting.—'Assurance of salvation,'

except that which arises from the consciousness of deep

repentance, lively faith in Christ, and " the work of faith

*' the labour of love, and the patience of hope;" none of

the evangelical clergy, at least very few, at all maintain.

* • Is such earnestness in enforcing tlie duty and necessity of active exep-

' tion, consistent with <hat passive waiting for Uie impulses of the Spirit,

' which modern enthusiasts recommend to their liearers, or with that assu-

' ranee of salvation wiiich they so confidently inculcate? If the Holy Ghost

' were to efi'ect tlie salvation of men without any exercise of their under-

* standing and will, any cftbrt of their own, why did our Saviour reproach

* the obstinate infidelity of the Jews, or emphatically ask, " Why even of

" yourselves judge je not what is right!"
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Whether repentance, faith, love, and holy, uniform, un-

reserved, though- imperfect, obedience, do not warrant

the assurance, that we are now in a justified and recon-

ciled state; at peace with God; and his children, as at-

tested by the Spirit of adoption, must be left to tlie rea-

der to determine. No evangelical clergyman, I am
confident, maintains ' that the Holy Spirit is to effect

* the salvation of men without any exercise of their own
* understanding and will, or any effort of their own:'

they all inculcate, that we ought to " work out our own
*' salvation, with fear and trembling: for it is God who
*' worketh in us, both to will and to do of his good
" pleasure."

P. lix. 1. 5. ' Those^ &c.'* This passage concedes

an important point, strenuously maintained by those

called evangelical preachers, as essential to their system,

in addressing nominal christians; and as strenuously de-

nied by many of their opponents.

P. lix. 1. 25. 'His will, &c.'t How <the will can

* « Those who cull themselves Christians, merely because they happen to

* be born in a Christian country, but attend neither to the doctrines nor to the

' duties of the Gospel, seem to differ but little, with respect to the point

' now under consideration, from those to whom the gospel was first preach-

' ed. The process in botli must be nearly the same. The nominal Chris-

' tian, who has hitlierto neglected the portion of grace vouchsafed to him at

* the time of his baptism, may by som.e cause be roused from his indifference,

' and become convinced of the error of his ways—he may at length be

' brought to a sense of bis duty, by listening to religious instruction, or by

* the awakening force of severe affliction: but tlie firmest conviction of the

' truth of the Gospel, the keenest sorrow for past offences, and the strongest

' resolutions of amendment, will not, in his fallen and degenerate state, ena-

' ble him of himself to " do good works jjleasant and acceptable to God."

f
' His will must be guided, and his actions must be assisted, by the Holy

' Spirit. The doctrine of preventing and co-operating grace thus cxplaiffed,

* does not destroy the free-agency of man, by ascribing both his good will

* and good works solely to the resistless influence of the Holy Ghost. It

' does not call upon a man indolently to wait for the workings of the Spirit,

' without any effort of his own, any endeavour after righteousness. It en-

' Loiirasres him to commune with his o:vr, herirt, an5 to search tht scriptures,
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' be guided,' without being influenced to make a right

choice, does not appear. The co-operation does not

commence, according to the article, till ' the grace of

'God has prevented, (or gone before us,*) that we may
*have a good will;' and then indeed we become active

and earnest; and the ' grace of God in Christ xvorketh

* with us, when we have that good will:' for before there

was nothing in us with which it could co-operate. This

no more destroys frcp agency; than argument and per-

suasion, by which a man is rendered willing to do, what

he before was averse to, destroys it. The influence in-

deed is of a higher nature, and communicates not only

new information to the mind, but also a new bias to the

will and aflfections; by which, being freed from the slave-

ry of sin, he is led to choose and love w^hat before were

the objects of his strong aversion. " The carnal mind
" is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law

"of God, nor indeed can be." "We know that all

" things work together for good to them that love God,
" to them who are the called according to his purpose, "f
How comes it that they, whose " mind was enmity
" against God, and could not be subject to his law,"

now love him? He hath fulfilled his promise in their

case; " I will put my laws into their mind, and write

"them in their hearts: ":{: even these two great com-

mandments, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with

" all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy

" mmd, and with all thy strength;" and " Thou shalt

" love thy neighbour as thyself. "^^ ' Lord have mercy

' as preparatory steps; but at the same time it Joes not teach him to rely

* solely upon his own strength, in the great business of working out his sal-

* vation.'

• Prevent (praevenio, Lat. prevenir, Fr.) 1. To g-o before as a guide, mak-
ing the way easy. 2, Togo before, to be before, to anticipate, fJohnson.

J

I Kom. viii. 7. 28. * Heb. viii. 10. § Mark xii. 30, 31.

I /
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* upon US, and write all these thy laws in our hearts, we
* beseech thee,' and * incline our hearts to keep them.*

This view unreservedly ascribes all the glory to God,

and effectually excludes boasting: and it does not teach

man to rely, either solely, or at all, on his own strength,

but to "be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his

" might."*—The term resistless, ^n^ indolently waiting,

have been already disclaimed.

P. Ix. 1. 13. ' The very expression, &c.'t Certainly

we work, when preventing grace has wrought in us to

will; but not before: for how can a man act freely and

voluntarily, before he is willing? But the text " We
" are labourers together with God," evidently means

the labour of ministers for the salvation of others; not

that of sinners " working out their own salvation," as

the whole context shows, and as I believe all expositors

agree.l

P. Ix. 1. 19. ' It gives the first spring and rise to 'our

* endeavours, that we may have a good will.' In doing

this what is there in fallen man, which co-operates with

the preventing grace of God? Even the desire and en-

deavour to be willing, must imply a previous degree of

willingness.

P. Ix. Ixi. Note. ' In speaking, &c.'§ This note

• Eph. vi. 10.

\ The very expression of this lOth article. The grace of God preventing'

* us that we may have a good will, and -working -with us,' ' plainly shows that

* we also work. Though " it is God that worketh in us," *yet, " we are la-

" bourers together with God."

+ "God's husbandry." •! think it better rendered God's field, by Chry-

* sostom, Oecumenius, and Theophylact, who hence infer, that the field is

* God'Si t''e apostles only yiafyot uulv, his labourers, sent forth to labour in it,

' and enabled by him for that work.' (See on 46, Eefutation.J ' I have

* planted the gospel among you, ApoUos watered the seed sown, but God only

* gave the increase of it.—The glory of all must be ascribed to God that

* giveth the increase.' flV/dtby on 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. 9.)

§ ' In speaking of good works, and a good will, it is indispensably neces-
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expresses the sentiments of the Calvinists, and evangeli-

cal clergy on the subject, very clearly: and indeed

yields a point, which almost determines the controversy,

For we readily allow that men without grace, are able

to perform * natural good wofks;'* but not what the

scripture calls "good works," pleasant and acceptable

to God,

P. Ix. last line. * The words j &c.'t * Gratia del

* qua per Christum est nos praveniente ut velimus^ et

* co-operante dum volii7nus.''X Here the co-operation

is most manifestly confined to the latter clause, and fol-

lows velimus. And it is allowed by Calvinists, that

when we are made willing, ' the grace of God and the

* will of man work together at the same moment.'—If

the grace of God be withdrawn, we shall certainly cease

to will, conformably to its previous suggestions, and sin

tends to provoke God to withdraw it. Whether it ever

be finally withdrawn from true believers, is another

question. If good works were so attributed to the sole

operation of divine grace, as to exclude our voluntary

agency: they would no more be our works, than the

* sary to distinguish whether we mean in the sight of God, or in the siglit of

' men. A man may, by his own natural and unassisted powers, do works
* good in the sight of men; and the same human judgment will call the will

' which produces tliese works good. But both these works and this will

* may be very far from good in the sight of a pure and holy God, " in whose
" sight the heavens are not clean," Job xv. 15. and *' who chargeth his an-

** gels with folly," iv. 18. " The best things which we do," ' says Hooker-j

" have something in them to be pardoned."

• Art, X.

f * The words in the Latin copy of the articles are " dum volumus,"

* while wc will: which still more clearly show that the grace of God and will

' of man act together at the same moment. And the words seem further to

'indicate tliat the grace of God will be withdrawn, if we cease to will con-

* formably to its suggestions. Thus, good works are not attributed by cur

' church to the sole operation of divine grace, but to the joint and contem-

* poraneous operation of divine grace and human agency.'

i^ Lat. Art. i.
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statue is the work of the chisels and hammers, which the

statuary employed in forming it. Possibly a few in-

dividuals may be capable of holding so monstrous an

absurdity; but no large body of mfen, in any age or na-

tion, have deliberately maintained it. The human un-

derstanding involuntarily revolts from it. The will in

the first place, and the power of accomplishing after,

wards, may be, and in things " good before God" done

by fallen man, must be the effect of divine grace; but

the works themselves are our willing services. " We are

" his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
" works, which God hath before ordained, that we
" should walk in them.'** " Striving according to his

" working, which worketh in us mightily."! The
words Joint and co7itempora7ieous, not being scriptural:

there can be nothing wrong in our attempting to ex-

press our meaning in other words, which do not, as we
think, so much appear to divide the glory between
" the God of all grace'* and his sinful creatures.

P. Ixi. 1. 10. * It is acknowledged, &c.'| This al-

lows, that the want of a disposition is the want of ability;

and that man by nature has not the disposition. This

two-fold concession is of peculiarly great importance.

The system of Calvinists cannot consistently be sup-

ported without it: nor can any essential part of that

system, (Calvinism,) be consistently denied by those

who admit it.

P. Ixi. 1. 17. ' It does not necessarily cause men
* to perform good works.' That is, as fire necessarily

consumes wood, without any consent of the wood to be

consumed; or indeed any intention of the fire to con-

• Eph. ii. 10. t Col.i. 29. See on Chap. vil.

+ • It is acknowledged, that man has not the disposition, and consequent-
* ly not the ability to do what in the sight of God is ffood, till he is influenced

' by the Spirit of God'
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Slime it. " It is God who worketh in us, both to v)ill

" and to do."

P. Ixii. 1. 7. ' The Holy Spirit, &c.'* The word

of God 'points out the way to health, and truth, and

* life:' but if this be all which the Holy Spirit does, in

what consists the difference between the outward teach-

ing of the scripture, and the inward teaching of the Holy

Spirit? And if ' it rests with ourselves whether we will

* follow his directions:' how do ' all holy desires,^ come

from God: and what must be the consequence, if * it

' be acknowledged, that man has not the disposition,

* and consequently not the ability, to do what is good

* in the sight of God?' Being destitute both of the dis-

position and the ability, he must inevitably refuse com-

pliance with the directions given to him. ' O Lord,

' from whom all good things do come, grant to thy hum-
* ble servants, that by thy holy inspiration, they may
' think those things that be good, and by thy merciful

* guiding may perform the same, through our Lord

* Jesus Christ, Amen.'f

P. Ixii. 1. 9. ' Irresistible, &c.'J While we give

up the words irresistible and resistless; it may be ob-

served, that the idea conveyed by them, would not be

repugnant, either to the principles of the gospel, or to

sound philosophy; provided the irresistible, or invinci-

ble power, were exerted merely to produce a disposi-

tion to good, a moral ability, in rational creatures, wholly

indisposed to good. Such intelligent agents must be

able and disposed to resist this influence; but it is impos-

sible, that they should voluntarily concur with it, pre-

• ' The Holy Spirit points ou^ the way to health and truth and life, but it

' rests with ourselves whether we will follow its directions.'

I Col. 5 after Easter.

:t;

* Irresistible power, actually exerted over the minds of men in the work

' of salvation, is repugn.int to the acknowledged principles of the gospel.'
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viously to a change ofheart or disposition. The entire

aversion from good, and propensity to evil, must be

overcome, not by itself, or by any thing in men of

another kind, (which isallov/ed not to be in them;) but

by the power of almighty God new creating the soul,

and raising it * from the death of sin, to the life of

* righteousness.' Thus the inclination to what is truly

good, being produced by special grace, against which

all the resistance ofdepraved nature has been ineffectual;

and being daily strengthened by supplies of divine grace;

the persons, thus influenced, most willingly oppose all

their evil propensities and habits. They are no longer

enslaved to sin^; but the grace ofGod both disposes and

enables them to be active and diligent in every duty. If

we said that invincible grace, instead of rendering men
ivillhig to repent, believe, and obey; compelled them

to an involuntary semblance of repentance, faith, and

obedience; it would be repugnant, both to Christianity

and common sense. A clock, which had stopped, or

gone wrong, but by the skill of the meehanick, was

made to go regularly, might, with more propriety, be

said to " repent and do works meet for repentance;"

for, at least, it would not resist the power which at-

tempted to rectify its motions. But, when the Holy

Spirit strives with the sinner, to show him the wicked-

ness and consequence of his conduct; he is always of

himself disposed to resist this conviction. In number-

less instances, the conviction and alarm are not only re-

sisted, but expelled, and finally banished from the heart

and conscience. In some, however, this resistance is

overcome, and a cordial efficacious willingness to * obey
* the call' of God, takes place; and the man, astonished

at the change, which he l:«.s experienced in his views,

judgment, and inclinations, exclaims, with the prophet,

VOL. I. p
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" O Lord, thou ai-t stronger than I, and hast prevailed/'*

This is undeniable fact, but we are unable to explain all

things relating to it; or to determine, how it is, that in

rational creatures, equally ' wanting the disposition, and

' consequently the ability, for what is good in the sight

' of God,' convictions, alarms, and hopeful appearances,

should terminate so differently. It is manifest, that

special grace, though not irresistible^ proves eventually

victorious, in those who are converted.

Few men, it may be supposed, would expressly say,

that almighty God could not, if he pleased, change the

nature, or moral disposition of fallen angels. None will

say, that in them there is any thing, which could co-op-

crate with the divine power exerted for that purpose.

All must allow, that every thing in their nature, would

oppose it. The creation of a nev/ and holy disposition

in them, must be absolutely the work of omnipotence

conquering all opposition. Their free agency was be-

fore exerted, only in choosing evil: the act of omnipo-

tence giving a tiqw bias to the will, would not interfere

with their free agcnc}^, nor be sensibly perceived, ex-

cept in its effects: and their free agency would, from

that time, be exercised in choosing most willingly and

decidedly, that which is good before God. The only

imaginable difference in this respect, between fallen an-

gels, and fallen man, must consist, in the latter having

some disposition to what is good before God, remain-

ing in their nature; and the former having none, but

* man has not the disposition, and consequently not the

' ability to do what in the sight of God is good, till he

* is influenced by the Spirit,of God. 'f

Suppose a man in the dark, approaching the brink of

a tremendous precipice, of which he is not at all aware:

* Jcr. XX. 7- t Kefiitation, p. 61.
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or regardless of any warnings given to him. There

would, in this case, be two methods of rescuing him

from destruction. Either by seising upon him, and

forcibly dragging him away from the precipice; which

would be evidently inconsistent with his free agency, in

that instance: or by hastening to the spot with torches,

and clearly showing him his imminent danger, which be-

fore he did not perceive, or would not believe; and so

inducing him of his own accord to turn away from it;

which would not at all interfere with his free agency.

The willing mind to what is good, in fallen man, is in-

deed produced, not merely by illuminating the mind to

see objects as they really are, and not as they appear to

him, when seen through the medium of his corrupt

passions; and so exciting convictions, fears, and hopes:

but by changing the heart, and purifying the affections;

inducing the love of what is good, and the abhorrence

of what is evil. It, however, renders him willing to

forsake evil and do good; and he acts with as much
freedom from constraint, or compulsion, as he did be-

fore in choosing the evil and refusing the good.

P. Ixiii. 1. 9. * Li the sixteenth^ &c '* This anti-

cipates the subject of the fourth chapter, in the remarks

on which the sentiments of the Reformers will be more

fully considered. The words of the article are indeed

inconsistent with irresistible grace, in the strict sense of

that word. But it does not appear, that they are i?icon-

sistent with ' indefectible grace, granted exclusively'

either to many or to few; though they do ijot afiirm

• ' la tlie sixleenth article it is said, thf>t, After we have received the

• Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given, and fall into sin; und by the

• grace ofGod we may rise again, and amend our lives: and therefore, tlicy

* are to be condemned, v/ljich say, they can no more sin.' ' This declaration

' is irreconcilable wjth the doctrine of irresistible and indefectible grace.

* granted fc5clu?,ively to a few chosen persans. If grace were irresistible,

men could not depart from it, and fall into sin.'
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that doctrine. The article was framed against a very

different sentiment, and determines nothing about

grace being indefectible, or the contrary. ' Not every

* sin willingly committed after baptism is the sin

* against the Holy Ghost and unpardonable. They are

' to be condemned, which say they can no more sin as

* long as they live here, and deny the place of forgive-

* ness to such as truly repent.'*—Peter ' departed from
* grace given,' that is, he acted contrary to its tenden-

cy: yet our Lord had previously said, " I have prayed

" for thee, that thy hiihJail not. ^'^ His faitli was in-

defectibky througkhis Lord's intercession for him; and
' by the grace ofGod he rose again, and amended his

' life.' If any maintain that Saul or Judas departed

from grace given, in the same sense as David and Peter

did; it remains for them to prove, that Saul or Judas

ever had grace in the sense in which David and Peter

had it. " Many shall say unto me, Lord, Lord, have

" we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have

" cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonder-

" ful works? and then will I profess unto you I never

*' knew you.^''X Saul was among the prophets, and Ju-

das among the apostles: but there is no intimation that

either of them was among the saints; and the indefecti-

bility of special grace, by which men become saints, is

all which any contend for: and many of those would

object to the term indefectible, as seeming to imply,

that it was unfailing in its own nature, instead of being-

secured I'rom failing by the promises of the covenant of

grace, and by the intercession of Christ,

P. Ixiii. Note. * Two,hiZ.'^ That Melancthon did not^

* Bei^rfi'ilng- and conclusion of aWicle xvi. | Luke xxii. 32.

if Matt. vii. 22, 23.

§ 'Two erroi"s of fanatical m^n are to be briefly refuted, wlio have
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when he wrote this, believe the doctrine in question, is

indisputable; whatever he might afterwards do. But

how does it appear that Saul pleased God, and was

righteous, or one of the regenerate? The scriptures do

not say this. " God gave him another heart;"* and

he prophesied, and at first acted wisely as ruler of the

people. In these respects the Spirit of God was with

him, but at last he departed from him; and he acted in

the most wicked and infatuated manner imaginable to

the end of his days.

P. Ixiv. 1. 10. ' The Puritans., Scc't The Puritans

being, as it seems, over zealous for the doctrine in ques-

tion, wished that the words, * yet neither finally nor to-

' tally,' might be added, in the sixteenth article. The
alteration however was not made; and none of tlie evan*

gelical clergy complain that it was not.

1. 19. ' God giveSf &c.'| If the efficacy, of

the power given, depends on the human will, on what

does the proper exertion of the human will depend? ' It

* is acknowledged, that man has not the disposition, and

* therefore not the ability, to do what in the sight of God
' is good, till he is influenced by the Holy Spirit.*^

' feigned, that the regenerate cannot fall; and though they do fall, against

* conscience, they yet are righteous persons. This madness is to be con-

' demned; and the examples and sayings of scripture are to be opposed; that

' Saul and David pleased God, and were righteous, yet they afterwards fell,

' so thai the one perished, the other was again converted unto God.' (Trans-

lation from Melanclhon.

)

* 1 Sam. X. 9.

-j- ' The Puritans were so convinced that the doctrine of the defe;ctibility of

* grace, contrary to their own tenets, was taught in tli;s article, that in the

' Hampton Court conference they desired that the words, " yet neither totally

" nor finally," might be added to the wm-ds, " we may depart from grace

" given;" ' but this addition was not allowed, and the ai'ticle and the doc-

' trine of the church of England remained unaltered.'

t ' God gives to every man, through tlie means of his grace, a power to

* perform the conditions of the gospel— .i power, the efficacy of which de>

* pends upon the exertion of the human will.'

§ Page 61, Refutation.
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* As by the special grace preventing us, thou dost put

* into our hearts good desires,'^

P. Ixiv. last line. ' This power, though proceeding

* from an omnipotent Being, is, as exercised by man,

* always finite.' The power, by which " God, who is

*' rich in mercy, quickens those, who were dead in sin,"

is the same " by which he raised up Christ from the

"dead."t The power, by which he assists those,

whom, by preventing grace, he has rendered, truly and

earnestly, willing to do that which is spiritually good,

may perhaps be finite: but to overcome the strongest

natural propensities, and inveterate bad habits; to obtain

the victory over the world, with all its smiles and allure-

ments, and with all its frowns and terrors; over the love

of life and the fear of death; over all the *' principalities

."and powers" of darkness; requires that strength,

(along with a willing mind,) to which no man can assign

limits. Whether^?2?Ye or mfinite^ it must be inconceiv-

ably great. " Can the Ethiopian change his skin, and
*' the leopard his spots? Then may ye also do good,

" that are accustomed to do evil;"t " ^vith men this is

" impossible; but with God all things are possible."^

" Now to him that is able to do exceeding abundantly

" above all that we ask or think, according to the power,

" that worketh in us.'*1[ " Strengthened with all mighty

" according to his glorious power, unto all patience, and
" long suffering v/ith joyfulness."|| " Ye have oyer-

" come them: because greater is he, that is in you, than

" he that is in the world. "-^-*

P. Ixv. 1. 3. ' The limited, Sec. 'ft Because our limi-

• Collect Easter Sunday. f Eph. i. 19, 20. ii. 4—6. + Jer. xiii. 23.

«, Matt- xlx 26. If Eph. lii. 20. \\ Col. i. 11. •* 1 John Iv. 4.

See also 2 Cor xii. 9, 10. Phil. iv. 13.

|-j-*The limited strength of the human body is derived from a God of in-

* finite might, and the exertion of that strength is loft to the will of man;
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ted strength of body, and powers of mind, are * left to

' the will of man,' they are in all those, who are destitute

of the Spirit of Christ, uniformly exerted in an unholy

manner. And if any mere physical power of doing good

be imparted, and ' left to the will of man,' without a new

creation unto holiness; it will uniformly be, either per-

verted, or lie dormant till it be finally lost. But the

scriptures, above quoted, lead us to conceive, not * of a

'power, once imparted;' but of one, daily renewed, and

increased, as exigencies require; and in proportion to

the simplicity and strength of the faith, with which we

depend on the Lord to strengthen us. To produce at

first the willing mind, to what is good in the sight of

God, is the effect of special preventing grace: yet the

will to what is good, as well as the strength of faith,

hope, love, and holy fear, needs to be daily invigorated,

and rendered more decided and predominant; especially,

when we are assailed by powerful temptations, or called

forth to self denying services; or, exposed to severe

su§[erings in the cause of God, which might be evaded

or escaped, by sinful compliances or omissions,

P. Ixv. 1. 20. * The attainment, &c.'* " He that

" hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until

" the day of Christ." " It is God, which worketh in

" us both to will and to do.'*t " He that trusteth in his

" own heart is a fool."J For the heart is deceitful

" above all things and desperately wicked; who can

* in like manner the pure and holy gifts of the Spirit, vvhich are imparted- to

' the human mind " by measure," are derived from a God of infinite purity

* and hohness, and the use of these limited gifts is also left to the will of

' man.'

* * The attainment of eternal happiness is made to depend upon our own
* choice and exertions. The slothful servant gains no credit v/ith his earthly

' master—the indolent christian will receive 110 re'vard from his heavenly

* Lord.'

+ PhJi. i. 6. ii. 12: " t Prov. xxviii. 26.



112 REMARKS

*' know it?"* " Hold thou me up and I shall be safe."t

—Indolent nominal christians are, alas! very numerous:

but an indolent true christian, one absolutely indolent,

is an ens ratiotiis, which no where exists, except in the

imaginations of speculating men.

P. Ixvi 1. 24. ' The morning, &c.'J That is, the

name, or sin, of Adam is not mentioned in them. ' We
' have followed too much the devices and desires of our

*own hearts. '§ But why is it evil to 'follow the de-

* vices and desires of our own hearts,' if our hearts be

not evil? and did God create them evil? or did this evil

originate from the corruption of our nature by the fall

of Adam?— * And there is no health in us. ' Surely then

our nature must be most desperately diseased! Did God
create man in this totally distempered state? Or has our

race become thus diseased by the fall of our progenitor?

—I have seen some copies of the prayer book, printed

by Reeves, in which the word help is substituted for

health. I hope it is an error of the press, and not in-

tentional: for certainly no authority, except that of the

King, Lords, and Commons, in Parliament assembled,

is competent to make this alteration.

P. Ixvii. i. 15. 'In a second collect, &c.'^ * By
* natural good works,

(j is here doubtless meant, 4:hose

* Jer. xvii. 9. t ^^ cxix. i 17.

i The morning ami evening' services of our church scarcely allude to the

' corruption of man by the fall of Adanr..'

§ Confession.

^ ' In a second collect we pray, " O God,—because tlirough the weakness

" of our mortal nature we can do no good thing without thee, grant us the

" help of thy grace, that in keeping' thy commandments we may please thee,

•* both in will and deed;" which is nothing more than altering the words of

* one of our articles, already expUined, into the form of a prayer, and I have

* only to observe, that the " good thing" here mentioned, must mean good
' in the sight of God: such an action our weak and unassisted nature will,

' unquestionably, not allow us to perform'

II Art. X.
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* works, which are outwardly and speciously good, and

* which are estimable in human judgment. That he can

* perform these^ [civilem Justitiatn et diligendas res rationi

* subjectasf) as the Augsburgh Confession expresses it,

' nobody denies. The question is not, what his powers

* are in respect of natural things, but in respect of spirit-

* ual things; not what he can do which may please men;

* but what, that is pleasing and acceptable to God; not

' how far he can conform himself to the laws of human
' society, but how far he can convert himself to true

' Christianity; how far, by his own natural and unassisted

* powers, he can repent, and believe, and love God and

* his neighbour, and mortify sin, and pursue holiness,

* in the manner, and from the motives, Avhich the gos-

' pel requires. Nor is it a natural, but a moral impotence,

* which is the subject of our discussion.'* What a griev-

ous thing it is, that men will not bestow more pains, in

understanding one another! His Lordship here fully con-

cedes the grand point, which Mr. Overton, and the rest

of us, contend for!

P. Ixviii. 1. 5. ' The desires, Scc't Certainly:

when the Lord, ' by his special grace preventing us,

* does put into our hearts good desires.'

J

1.23. ^ In bringing, &c.'§ This has been

repeatedly allowed: but the co-operation does not be-

gin, till God has put into our hearts ' good desires.'

This is precisely the point at issue, between sober, Cal

vinists and their opponents.

• Overton's True Churchman, p, 149.

•j- • The desh-es therefore of tlie human heart are sometimes suc'.i lli;it Go."

' may be supposed to view them with comphicency, to assist, and promnre
* them.'

+ Collect Easter Sunday.

§ * In bringing good desires to effect, divine grace and human ererlloii^

* co-operate.'

VOL. I. O
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P. Ixix. 1. 6. * We here pray * &c,'t Why do we
pray for it, if able to do it of ourselves? The apostle says,

" Now are we the sons of God," not, 'We hope to

' become the sons of God.' Being sons of God, we
hope for our holy and heavenly inheritance: " and every

^' man, that has this hope in him, purifieth himself even

*' as he is pure."| " Now the God of hope fill you
*' with all peace and joy in believing; that ye may
*' abound in hope, through the power of the Holy

Ghost,"^ Here the christian hope itself is ascribed to

the power of the Holy Ghost. " And hope vnaketh not

<' ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in

*' our hearts, by the Holy Ghost which is given unto

" us."T[ He then, who is animated with this hope, is a

true christian, to whom God has " given the Spirit of

*' adoption:" he has the longing desire of perfect con-

formity to Christ in purity; and all such christians are

taught in our Liturgy to pray, ' that having this hope,

•^ they may purify themselves, even as he is pure. '

—

Special grace preventing them has ' put into their hearts

' good desires.' God has given ' them cjfceeding great

" and precious promises,''l| " that by these they might

"be partakers of the divine nature.*' And, "having

" these promises," they are exhorted, " to cleanse

" themselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit,

*' perfecting holiness in the fear of God"** Yet, con-

scious of their inability in themselves to do this, they

pray to God to enable them to ^o what they now ear-

* Collect sixth Sunday aftei* Epipliariv.

f
• We here pruy th it we may pvyify oursrivrs, even as Christ hiviiself is

f pure: which surely implies, that when ariimatod by the hope of becoming-

f the sons of God and heirs of eternal life, we liave power to contribute in

* some degree to our purification, althoiig-h ^vc cannot attain, or even ap-

« proach, the purity of Christ, without divine assistance.'

+ 1 John iii. 2—4. '^ Row. xiv. 13. ^ Rom. v. p

11 2 Pet. i. 4- ** ^ Cor.vii. \.
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nestly desire to do. How far this proves that men, of

themselves, have some power to contribute to their own

purification, which it is acknowledged they do not de-

sire, till God has put the good desire into their hearts,

must be left to the reader to determine.

P. Ixix. 1. 20. ' The grace of God does not act

' with compulsory force.'— ' Lord, have mercy upon
' us, and inclihe our hearts' to keep thy commandments,

is all that we meart; but the frequent occlirrence of

compulsory and irresistible; not as quoted from our

Writings, (for we disclaim both the words and the ideas,)

but erroneously ascribed to us, tends to make the rea-

der suppose, that we mean something different from

what we really do. God acts solely in rendering us wil=

ling; but our good works, as springing from a willing

mind, are our own voluntary actions, by his special grace

enabling us to bring our good desires to good effect.

Suppose a humane person to see a fellow creature

drowning. He, plunging into the river, drags out the

apparently lifeless body: others along with him, u-se

proper means to resuscitate the suspended principle of

life, and are successful. So far the drowned person has

been passive; and what has been done, was the act of

others entirely, without his co-operation. Still, how=

ever, he is extremely weak; but he desires and endea-

vours to walk home; and now, the same friends, or

some others, assist him in rising; and he leans on them

in walking. They assist him; yet his walking is his

own voluntary apt, and not their's, though they may be

said to co-operate. Thus God quickens one dead in

sin, and puts good desires into his heart. This is ex-

clusively his act. *' The Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,

"- makes him free from the law of sin and death."*

* HoiTi v'.il. 2.
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Now he desires and endeavours to repent, believe, and

obe}^: but he deeply feels his own weakness; yet de-

pending on God, with earnest prayers for assistance, he

is enabled to repent, believe and obey. These are then

the actions of the man himself, but performed by the

grace of God.

P. Ixx. 1. 21. ^ A servant, Sic.'* The impartial rea-

der will judge, whether the statement above given,

(which is that of most Calvinists,) renders man a ma-

chine or no. I apprehend, however, that they who do

not, or will not understand our principles, will continue

to lay this to our charge; and, except as it may mislead

others, I would quietly bear it.

P« Ixx. 1. 25. ' An all-merciful God, &c.'t Faith-

fulness in a fallen creature must certainly spring from

special grace. " It is of faith, that it might be by
" grace, to the end that the promise might be sure to all

" the seed, &c."| Has God promised to reward any

rational creatures in this manner, except true believers?

" By grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of

" yourselves, it is the gift of God."— ' A humble chris-

' tian will acknowledge eternal life to be the gift of God
' through Jesus Christ:' and he will also ascribe both

his faith and his faithfulness, to the same free grace.

P. Ixxi. 1. 7. ' In no one instance is the exertion of

' irresistible grace declared or supposed.' We unreser-

vedly allow, that the Frayer-Book contains nothing

2ho\}X irresistible grace; we also avow, that our writings

• ' A servant is faithful to his master, but a machine necessarily executes

' the will of its maker.'

j- ' An all-merciful God has graciously promised to reward the faithfiiliie&s

' of his rational creatures with everlasting happiness, for the sake ofhis bles-

' sed Son. A grateful servant will di.sclaim all right to the reward of his

' earthly master, and an humble Christian will acknowledge eternal life to

' be the free gift of God through Jesus Christ

'

4: Rom. iv. 16.
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contain nothing on that subject: and we call on all our

opponents to disprove this avowal, by fair quotations

from our works.

last line. ' It has pleased^ &c.'* Provided it

be understood, that irresistible means, what cannot be

resisted^ or is not resisted^ or what is compidsoryy I

could subscribe this argument with a good conscience.

For it contains nothing discordant from the sentiments

of modern Calvinists in general.

P. Ixxii. 1. 6. * The language, Scc.'t A quotation

very decisive, has been already made from the homi-

lies; J and I shall here produce a few more. ' For of

* ourselves we be crab-trees, that can bring forth no ap-

' pies: we be of ourselves of such earth, as can but

' bring forth weeds, nettles, brambles, briars, cockle,

' and darnel. Our fruits be declared in the fifth chap-

' ter of Galatians. We have neither faith, charity, hope,

' patience, chastity, nor any thing else that good is, but

* of God: and therefore these virtues be called there,

" the fruits of the Spirit," ' and not the fruits of man.'

—
' Hitherto we have heard, what we are of ourselves;

' very sinful, wretched and damnable. Again, we have

* heard, how that of ourselves, and by ourselves, we are

* not able either to think a good thought, or work a

' good deed: so that we can find in ourselves no hope

* of salvation, but rather whatsoever maketh onto our

' destruction. '§
—

' Whereby,' (by Adam's disobe.-

dience,) ' it came to pass, that as before he was bks-

• ' It has pleased God to make us responsible beings; responsibility can-

* not exist without free agency; free agency is incompatible with an irresisti-

* ble force; and consequently, God does not act with in-esistlble force upon

' our minds.'

I
' The language of the homilies, respecting the corruption of human n:.-

' ture, and the necessity of divine assistance, is also very decisive.*

t See on p. 64, Refutation. § Tirst part, Homily of the misery ofman.
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sed, so now he was accursed: as before he was belov-

ed, so now he was abhorred: as before he was most

beautiful and precious, so now he was most vile and

wretched. Instead of the image of God, he was now
become the image of the devil: instead of the citizen

of heaven, he was become the bond-slave of hell; hav-

ing in himself no one part of his former purity and

cleanness, but being altogether spotted and defiled.

Insomuch that now he seemed to be nothing else but

a lump of sin; and therefore by the just judgment of

God, was condemned to everlasting death. This so

great and miserable a plague, if it had only rested on

Adam, who first offended, it had been so much the

easier, and might the better have been born. But it

fell not only on him, but also on his posterity and chil-

dren for ever; so that the whole brood of Adam's flesh

should sustain the selfsame fall and punishment, which

their forefather by his oiFence most justly had deserved.

St. Paul, in the fifth chapter of Romans, saith, By the

offence of only Adam, the fault came upon all men to

condemnation; and by one man's disobedience many
were made sinners. By which Avords we are taught,

that as in Adam all men universally sinned, so in

Adam all men universally received the reward of sin;

that is to say, became mortal and subject unto death,

having in themselves nothing but everlasting damna-

tion both of body and soul. They became (as David

saith) " corrupt and abominable," " the}^ went all out

* of the way;" " there was none that did good, no not

' one."— * all men universally in Adam, were nothing

else but a wicked and crooked generation, rotten and

corrupt trees, stony ground, full of brambles and

briars, lost sheep, prodigal sons, naughty unprofitable

servants, unrighteous stewards, workers of iniquit}',

the brood of adders, blind guides, sitting in darkness
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^ and the shadow of death: to be short, nothing else but

* children of perdition, the inheritors of hell-fire.'*

These quotations fully show that the compilers of our

homilies held the doctrine of man's total depravity,

through the fall of Adam, as decidedly as any modern

Calvinists do. And they thought this was not incon-

sistent with exhortations, and admonitions, and calls to

repentance; in which we entirely agree with them.f

The passage from the homilies, adduced by his Lord-

ship as decisive against our tenets, is what few Calvin-

ist ministers, in the establishment at least, if any, would

hesitate to adopt, (p. 417. Oxford edition Homilies.)

It indeed ' proves, that they do not represent our own
* care and exertions as fruitless and unnecessarv, or the

* Spirit of God, as acting irrd-^w^i^/z/;' but whether irre-

spectively of our deservings, or previous good disposi-

tions, is another question. It does not, however, provq^

that any man without special preventing grace, is truly

willing to comply either with the exhortations of the

minister, or the holy motions of the Spirit.

P. Ixxiii. 1. 21. * The real orthodox^ Sec. 'J Modern

Calvinists in general, and almost all the evangelical cler-

gy, reject all claims to private revelation, and with the

most sedulous care, guard their hearers against every

delusion of this kind. Forcible conversions we never

think of, except as reminded of them by our opponents:

for, by special preventing grace to render a man truly

willing to turn from sin to God, is not to force him.

* Homily oil the Nativity. t See Sermon on election and final Per-

severance, by the Author.

t
' The real orthodox divine maintains, in the sense just now explained,

' that every true Christian is inspired, enlightened, sanctified, and comfort-

' ed, by the Spirit of God; but he rejects all claim to private revelation, all

* pretentions to instantaneous and forcible conversion, and to the sensible

' operation of the Spirit,'
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Instantaneous conversions we do not insist on; but that

subject wijl hereafter be more fully considered: and we

generally consider the operations of the Holy Spirit, as

distinguishable from the actings of our own mind, only

by their holy nature, tendency and effects.

P. Ixxiii. last line. ^He disclaims^ &c.'*

Experiences.

No doubt there have been, and are, many persons

\vho use the word experiences, in the sense here affixed

to it, or at least approximating to it; both among Cal-

vinists and Anti-calvinists: and, in several respects, the

subject of experiences has been often stated in an un-

guarded and unscriptural manner. But a candid and

careful investigation would convince any man, that a

very large majority of the evangelical clergy, nay, of the

more calvinistical among them, are entirely exempt

from the charge here brought against the whole body.

They do not indeed exclude the word experience from

their sermons and writings: but they do not mean by it,

* suggestions, or preceptions, known and felt to be com-
' manicated by the immediate inspiration of God.' They
suppose, that divine truth, accompanied by the effectual

teaching and influence of the Holy Spirit, so powerfully

affects the hearts of all, who truly believe it; as to pro-

duce an entire and abiding change in their views and

judgment, concerning God and themselves, time and

eternity, holiness and sin; and especially concerning

Christ and his salvation: and that this change in the

mind and judgment, produces an entire change, in the

choice of the will, and the affections of the heart. This

* ' He disclaims what, in the language of modern Calvanists, are called

' EKperlences; that, is, suggestioHis or perceptions, known and felt to be com-
' municated by the immediate in-piralioii of God.'
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revolution, in the whole soul, from carnal to spiritual,

gives rise to fears and hopes, love, hatred, desires, and

aversions, sorrows and joys, anxieties and consolations,

before unknown, as to the object, nature, and effects of

them. " The heart knoweth its own bitterness, and a

" stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy."* The

same passions were indeed before excited by worldly

objects, and often produced most mischievous effects:

*' The sorrow of the world worketh death:" *' but godly

" sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation, "f They

allow, at the same time, that there are spurious affections,

in religious concerns, and consequently experiences

which deside nothing concerning the religious character

of him who has them. Every thing, in religion must be

assayed by the word of God; experiences, or inward

feelings and affections, as well as opinions and actions.

The word experience does not frequently occur in scrip-

ture; but the thing itself meets us every where. What
has been spoken of internal feelings,^ is applicable to

this subject. The book of Psalms, especially, is replete

with the Psalmist's experiences: his fluctuating fears

and hopes; sorrows and joys, depressions and triumphs;

his mournful complaints, and joyful thanksgivings; his

choice, his longing desires, his conflicts, his victories,

his thirstings after God, his rejoicing in him. Now he

mourns, and expostulates with himself, " Why art thou

*' so heavy, O my soul? and why art thou so disquieted

"within me?" Then he exults, and says, " I will bless

"the Lord at all times." All is life, and feeling, and

earnestness.—Now, as far as our experiences, in the ob-

jects, nature, and effects of them, accord to those " of

"the man after God's own heart;" they are genuine,

and demonstrate " the spiritual mind, which is life and

• Prov. xlv. 10. f 2 Cor. vii. 10. t See on 56, Kefutation.

VOL. I. R
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"peace:" where discordant, they are to be suspected.

—We never read, that David, or any other saint, men-

tioned in scripture, drew concUisions, concerning his

state and character before God, even from real revela-

tions made to him: yet the sacred writers often do it

from their experience.-—" But I have trusted in thy

*' mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation."* We
** know, that we have passed from death unto life; be

" cause we love the brethern.*'t "If we love one another,

" God dvvelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. "J
Indeed, in every thing, experience must be had re-

course to. Natural philosophy, except confirmed by ex-

periment, is only vague hypothesis. The efficacy of

medicines cannot be ascertained by theory, but by ex-

perience. Where no effect is produced, there is no ex-

per'ience: but either salutary or pernicious effects are

experienced. Whatever means are employed, to inform

the mind, or influence the conduct; if any effect be pro-

duced, it is by the persons themselves experiencing an

alteration in their views, judgment, purposes, and choice

of heart. Scriptural truth produces holy practice, only

as experienced-., ?s giving new sentiments, desires, and

purposes to the soul. Without this, right notions, and

a holy life, have no connexion. A bunch of grapes may

be tied on a vine-branch; but the branch did not pro-

duce it. A form of knowledge, a form of godliness,

and a moral conduct, may coexist in the same person;

but the one does not spring from the other; except as

" the word of truth," through the power of the holy

Spirit, causes a man to experience a revolution in his

sentiments, judgment, choice, and affections; except as

his understanding is enlightened, his conscience con-

* Pi. xai. 5. t I John iii. 14. t 1 John iv. 12.
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vinced, and his purposes, and choice as to his future

conduct, are entirely changed.

Let enthusiastical experiences, then, be carefully dis-

tinguished, from such as are scriptural and warranted;

and decidedly protested against: let all be tried by the

touchstone of the sacred oracles: let " the precious be

" taken forth from the vile:"* but let not experiences

m general be exposed to reproach, or contempt, by one

indiscriminate censure: for without experience, nothing

can remain, but a dead carcase of religion. How can

men " taste that the Lord is gracious?" How can they

" remember his love more than wine/' How can their

" souls be satisfied, as with marrow and fatness; and

" their mouths praise God with joyful lips?" How can

they " rejoice in the Lord, and glory in the God of

** their salvation,"—without experience? Or, how cai;i

they mourn after God, thirst for him *' hunger and thirst

"after righteousness," or "tremble at the word of

" God," without experience? I am dispoed to believe,

however, that his Lordship did not mean to condemn

all experience, or discourse about it: though his words

imply a strong charge against modern Calvinists, as if

all, which they especially advanced concerning experi-

ence, was enthusiastical; of which charge a large ma-

jority are certainly undeserving. And as mukitudes,

who speak evil of *' those things, which they under-

" stand not" may deduce conclusions from the passage,

which the writer did not intend; I have digressed in

measure, to make some observations on the general

subject.

We disclaim suggestions and new revelations, and

the confidence of those, who conclude themselves in the

way to heaven, because of some extraordinary feelings,

• Jer. IV. 19.
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which leave no abicHng sanctifying eftects on their hearts

and lives. But we suppose it impossible for any one

" to pass from death unto life;" to " sow in tears," and

then " reap in joy;" " to tremble with the jailor," and

then in a very short time to " rejoice in God;" to be

" crucified to the world and the world to him;" to be-

come " a new creature, old things having passed away,

" and all things having become new;" without sensible

experience. That enmity against God, selfishness,

malevolence, and idolatrous love of the world, should be

exchanged for heavenly mindedness, love of God, of

the brethren, and of all men; without experience, we
consider as impossible. And when this is the effect,

(as it always is, if genuine,) of attending to " the word
" of the truth of the gospel;" v/e call it experiencing

the power of divine truth in the mind, heart, and con-

science. VVe desire to distinguish this from the tran-

sient experience of Herod, Felix and Agrippa; and from

that of all hypocrites and temporary believers. When
we are enabled to conclude, on scriptural grounds, that

*' our sins are forgiven us;" and "by the Spirit wit-

*' nessing with our spirits that we are the children of

" God," to c'd\[ on him in the spirit of adoption, saying

" Abba, Father, we rejoice." When through negli-

gence, or temptation, or sin; we lose our confidence;

we experience shame, fear, disquietude, and remorse;

till, by renewed repentance, faith, and prayer, " the

*' joy of God's salvation is restored to us," and we expe-

rience "a peace of God which passeth all understanding,

*' keeping our hearts and minds through Jesus Christ."

These are the views of modern Calvinists on experien-

ces, at least of a great part of them, and especially of the

evangelical clergy: and it remains with those, who

disapprove them, to show that they are unscriptural and

enthusiastical, or irrational.
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P. Ixxiv. 1. 10. * To extol, &c.** It does not ap-

pear, that we are in scripture, exhorted, or even allow-

ed, to rely on our natural powers at all. " Trust in the

" Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to thine own
*' understanding."! " He that trusteth in his own heart

" is a fool. "J " My soul wait thou only upon God."^

P. Ixxiv. 1. 13. ' The delusions, &c.^1f No doubt, all

who make religion, in any form, a chief concern; and

therefore cannot but suppose, that in doing s©, they act

more wisely, than those do who wholly neglect it; or

than those who differ from them, in things which they

consider as indisputable, are in danger of spiritual pride;

but whether the self-wise rationalist, the self-righteous

Pharisee, or the deluded enthusiast, be most in danger,

may admit of some doubt. In respect of the charge on

this ground, as brought against Calvinists in particular;

the last day will determine whether it be deserved or

not: and probably, it will not before be decided. No
doubt very bad men, of discordant opinions on doctrinal

subjects; as well as of different parties, in externals,

have entertained ' unwarranted conceit of familiar in-

* tercourse with God:' and it would not be difficult to

illustrate this subject, even from the histories or writ-

ings of men, decidedly hostile to Calvinism, and even

to our common Christianity. Familiar, is likewise an

epithet which ought not to be used, or should be used

with very great caution, in respect of the intercourse of

* * It is not to extol our natural powers beyond their just limits: or torelv

* upon them solely m working out our salvation: but it is to guard against
—

'

f Prov. iii. 5. \ Prov. xxviii. 26. § P^. Ixii. S.

If
' The delusions of spiritual pride, and against unscriptural notions of

< the manner in which the Holy Ghost operates upon the minds of men-, it is

' to prevent the rapturous flights of a heated imagination, and to call the at-

* tention to the plain and practical duties of rational devotion; it is to invite

* men to confide in the promised support of divine grace, without fostering

* an unwarj,-anted conceit of familiar intercourse with God.'
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a creature, (especially a guilty and depraved creature,)

with the glorious and holy God. Yet we are exhorted

to "come boldly to the throne of grace:"* andv^thc

scriptures continually speak of our *' walking with God,'*

"leaning on him," "lifting up our souls to him,"

" and pouring out our hearts before him:" and of his

delighting in the prayers " of the upright." He en-

courages us " to cast all our care on him, and to roll

" our burden on the Lord, and he will sustain us."

These and numerous other passages, imply, that our

gracious Father, glorious and holy as he is beyond all

conception, admits true christians to a very intimate in-

tercourse and communion with him. " Because ye are

" sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into

" your hearts, crying iVbba Father."f " The Spirit of

" adoption," includes filial confidence, as well as

filial submission, reverence, love, and gratitude- We
are also encouraged by our blessed Saviour, in the

strongest language, to be importunate,J in our prayers;

and to " pray always and not faint."—Jacob, wrestling

with God[, and saying, " I will not let thee go, except

" thau bless me," prevailed, and was specially honour-

ed. " Thy name shall no more be called Jacob, but

" Israel; for as a prince hast thou power with God and
" with man, and hast prevailed. "§

P. Ixxv. I. 1. ' The dangers, &:c."i[ Whether Gal-

vinists, or the evangelical clergy, be better employed

than other professed christians and ministers, may be a

proper subject of enquiry: but certainly, as a body,

they show few symptoms of ' listless indolence.' What-

ever may be their motives, or the object at which they

• Heb. iv. 16. f Gal. iv. 6. \ Kv^Suav. Lnportunity.

Luke xi. 8. § Gen. xxxii. 24—28.

^ The dangers of wild fanatici.sm, listless inJolcnce, dangerous security'

' or agonizing' despondence '
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aim; they in general manifest earnestness, and activity,

in the concerns of religion. The ministers of this

company, preach more frequently, more earnestly, and

longer sermons, in general, than others do; their con-

gregations are commonly more numerous than those of

their opponents, and their decided adherents spend

much more time, at least in the public services of reli-

gion, than is customary to men in general The min-

isters especially are " instant in season, and out of sea-

" son."* They " teach publickly and from house to

** house."t And in doing this; often beyond what

they are required to do by their superiors, or are in any

way remunerated for by man; they give great umbrage

to numbers; and, as one said of Bishop Burnett, 'set

* an ill-natured example;' that is, they do so much as

to shame those, who " will not shut the doors for

" nought."J Zeal, and earnestness, and activity, whe-

ther properly directed or no, must be predicated of them

as a body, whatever may be the conduct ofsome individu-

als; and * listless indolence' is not their general char-

acteristick; even their enemies themselves being

judges.

Religious Distresses.

* Agonizing despondence.^ Numbers dream terrible

things about us, in this respect. It might indeed ex-

cite our smile; did it not induce prejudices in the

minds of many, not only against some of our tenets, but

against a life of devotedness to God, which calls forth

the tear of commiseration. But would those, who are

so greatly disquie;ed by the idea of our being gloomy

and melancholy, and exposed to agonizing despon-

* 2y«a//!ffl?, UK'-iifuc, on favourable and vnfavmrable sfasons. 2 Tim. iv. 4.

i Acts XX. 20. t Ma!, i. 10.
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deuce, come near enough to observe; they would find,

that in general, ** the voice of joy and thanksgiving is

** in our dwellings;" and cheerfulness an inmate in

our families, and a constant guest at our social .meet-

ings.

Undoubtedly, there are among both Calvinists, and

Anticalvinists, individuals ot a melancholy constitution

and turn of mind; and this morbid state of body and

soul, may take occasion from their religious tenets, to

prevail more than it otherwise might do. When a man,

whatever were his previous creed, is brought to view

himself as a sinner, exposed to condemnation; when all

his former pleas are silenced, and '"all his former con-

fidences fail him: when, with the jailor, he *' trembles

" and cries out, What must I do to be saved?" till this

question is answered to his satisfaction; till he is ena-

bled to find " peace and joy in believing;" he must ex-

perience a degree of alarm and distress. While he re-

views his life past, and bemoans his numberless and

heinous transgressions, perhaps fearing lest they should

be too great and too many to be forgiven; lest he should

have committed the unpardonable sin; lest it should

now be too late to seek that salvation, which he has

long despised; or, on some account, he should be ex-

cluded from mercy, and left to perish forever; it can-

not be wonderful, if his godly sorrow be mingled with

that " fear which hath torment."* The more distinct

and realizing his views are of eternity, of eternal hap-

piness, or eternal misery, the awful alternative before

him! the greater must be his solicitude, according to

the unalterable laws of our rational nature: and when,

through temptation, misapprehension, or unbelief, his

fears predominate; the distress may verge towards des-

* 1 Joliti iv. 18.
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"pondency. In this state of mind, if by any means thei

subject of divine decrees, which he cannot be supposed

to understand, come before his mind; it will probably,

for a time, augment his discouragement. But of all,

with whom I have during a long course of years, con-

versed, under distress about their souls; I have scarcely

known any, who did not after a short time, either revert

to their former state of carnal security; or, having

** sown in tears, did not reap in joy," and attain to

permanent peace and prevailing hope. The transition

from alarm and distress, to joy and confidence, in the

converts on the day of Pentecost, and in the case of the

jailor at Philippi, was indeed more sudden than is now
generally observed, or would be approved by numbers:

but it was of the same nature.

As this statement accords to the narratives of scrip-

ture; it is also coincident with the general experience

of mankind in things temporal. The near prospect of

ruin, in a man's circumstances, of which he was not

before aware; or of death from some disease, which he

had not supposed to be dangerous; will necessarily ex-

cite alarm, and often cause great dejection. So long as

doubt prevails, whether any refuge or remedy can be

found; and while the evil seems irreparable, the case

hopeless, and the impending misery intolerable; de-

jection will increase. Many circumstances apparently

trivial, or indeed foreign to the main concern, niay from

the present state of the sufferer's mind, enhance his

anguish; and it needs not be said, what the dreadful

termination of this " worldly sorrow which worketh
*' death," very frequently is. On the contrary, when
unexpected deliverance dawns on the mind, it inspires

hope, yet uncertainty prolongs anxiety: " hope defer-

VOL. 1, s
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'• red maketh the heart sick: but when the desire coiiit

*' eth it is a tree ot life."* And when the deliverance,

connected with many agreeable circumstances, is ob-

tained, ihe joy, and exultation, will bear some propor-

tion to the preceding dismay and dejection.

If it be thus in t. mporal concerns, why should it not

be so v\ ith the things Avhich are eternal, if we do in-

deed believe them? Except the promises and threat-

enings of scripture be either forgotten, or disbelieved;

how can we be indifferent about obtaining the one, and

escaping the other? Surely the apathy of men in gen-

eral, in those infinitely important concerns, when con-

trasted with their eagerness about the things of time

and sense, is far more wonderful and lamentable, than

the temporary, even though excessive discouragement

of a comparatively few persons. This first distress,

however, is far from being universal; for considerable

numbers discover the refuge nearly as soon as they

perceive their danger, or they become acquainted with

their real character, state, and misery, as lost sinners,

gradually; and in proportion to their increasing atten-

tion to the sacred scriptures: so that from the time

when their thoughts are turned to religious subjects;

they experience little alarm, and hope generally pre-

vails.

But there are, in most religious companies, individ-

uals of fecbie and imaginative minds; in which ideas,

that have no necessary connexion, become inseparably

associ'ittd. This is often attended by a diseased state

of the body : which gives the enemy of souls an advan-

tage in hiirabsing them with terrifying suggestions.

These persons, who are often in other respects amiable

and conscientious, are uncomfortable themselves, and

* Frov. xili. 12.
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troublesome to their fellow-christians; and they require

peculiar patience and gentleness from their pastors. Butj

amidst all their fears, and doubts, and complaints, they

are so far from ' agonizing despondency;' that they pos-

sess a hope, Avhich they would not exchange for the

whole world: they have also their seasons of consolation;

and many of them at last meet death, not only with se-

renity, but even with exulting joy.—In most congrega-

tions, there are also some persons, who have just enough

regard to religion, to render a worldly course of life un-

easy to them. They live in a state of perpetual war-

fare with their own consciences, and are truly wretched;

and often, when alarmed by the prospects of death, are

overwhelmed with terror. Religion may be the occasion

of their distresses; for if they were hardened infidels, or

totally ignorant of the scriptures, they would be more
secure and insensible: but their want of religion, their

consciousness, that they are not true christians, is the

cause of their distresses. These, associating with more

zealous persons, at least frequenting the same places of

worship, are frequently confounded with them.

Even true christians, if at any time they grow negli-

gent in duty, or yield to temptation, lose their comfort,

and are for a time at least, much disquieted: and so it

ought to be. But the pecuHar tenets of Calvinism are

very seldom much thought of, by the conscientious part

at least, of those, who are permanently disquieted in

mind about their religious concerns. Not unfrequently,

at first, they have many difficulties on these subjects;

but, whether they accede to them or not; these tenets

form no prominent part of their subsequent conversation,

respecting their discouragements. Their doubts are

principally al)out their conversion^ not their election: and

arise from uncertainty whether their faith be genuine
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and saving, or no; and not from questioning whether

Christ be able and willing to save all who truly believe

in him.

There is another reason, which sometimes makes

zealous christians dejected. They firmly believe the

word of God in every part; and when they occasionally

visit beloved relatives, who do not even appear to be re-

ligious; they cannot endure the thought of their being

finally miserable; yet comparing their conduct and con-

versation with the word of God; they are unable to ex-

clude the mournful conviction, that they are in the broad

road to destruction. Their endeavours to convince

them of this are treated as bigotry, uncharitableness, or

spiritual pride. They become heartless in the attempt;

and can only weep over them and pray for them. They

are out of their element in the company of such persons;

and while they try to appear cheerful, their hearts ach

and bleed. Thus their dejection is not on their own
account; but arises from tender solicitude about those

whom they love, but cannot serve. When however

they " go back to their own company;" and have

poured out their sorrows in prayer, they recover their

former serenity and cheerfulness. Thus David, Jere-

miah, and St. Paul, had sorrow of heart, on account of

those whom they loved, but could not induce to seek

and serve the Lord.* And even our Saviour himself

wept over unbelieving and rebelling Jerusalem.

f

No doubt cases may arise, in which * curious and
* carnal persons lacking the Spirit of Christ, hare be-

* fore their eyes the sentence of God's predestination,

—

' whereby the devil does thrust them into despera-

* tion; I but these are very rare, and it would be diffi-

• Ps. cxix. 136. Jer. ix. 1. xiii. 17. Rom. is. 1—8. f Lukexix.41—14

^ Art. xvii. See on p. 56. Refutation.
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cult to meet with one or two well attested instances of

this, in the whole history of modern Calvinists.

P. Ixxv. 1. 13. * Let those, &c.'* " If so be ye

*' have tasted that the Lord is gracious."! * The godly

* consideration of—our election in Christ, is full of

* sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly

* persons, and such as feel in themselves the Spirit of

* Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh, and their

* earthly members, and drawing up their mind to high

* and heavenly things. 'J—If any man should profess

that he can distinguish by his feelings what sentiment,

what inclination, or what resolution is from the Spirit of

God, in any other way, than that described in the arti-

cle; the evangelical clergy in general would consider

him as an enthusiast, and as dangerously deluded.

They believe, however, that all holy inclinations and

resolutions, even all good desires, are from the Holy

Spirit.

P. Ixxv. 1. 21. * I do not meatty &c.'§ There is no

* * Let those who think differently, point out the authority in scripture

* or in our public formularies, for saying, that a man may feel the influence

' of the Holy Ghost, so as to distinguish what sentiment, what intention, what
* Inclination, or what resolution, is owing to that influence.'

f 1 Pet. ii. 3. Jf Art. xvii.

i:
• I do not mean to assert, that the comfort and assistance of the Holy

' Spirit are never felt by truly good and pious persons, on extraordinary occa-

' sions. This would be to contradict both scripture and experience. It

' would be to deprive the Christian of his best support and consolation un.

* der the severe trials, temptations, and afflictions, to which it pleases God
* to subject his faithful servants in this probationary world; and to check the

* confidence ofapproaching bliss, which sometimes beams upon his dying

* hours, and givfes an animating lesson to the witnesses of his death. I con-

< ceive, however, that the few persons who may be distinguished by this

i markof special favour, will be found among those whose works correspond

' with their professions of faith, whose affections are really set on things

< above, while they neglect no duty within their sphere of action, whose
' hearts are pre^^ared by habitual devotion for the gifts of the Spirit, and
' who evince an humble sense of their own unworihiness, and a sincere belief in

' the superintending providence and controlling power of God, by a cheerful

' resignation to his will, and a constant trust in his protection.'
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scriptural proof, that the consolations of the Holy Spirit

are communicated only on extraordinary occasions.

The apostle indeed says, " As the sufferings of Christ

*' abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth in

•* Christ:"* but he does not intimate that the comfort-

ing influence of the Holy Spirit is exclusively restricted

to times of peculiar trial. " The fruit of the Spirit is

** love, joy, peace: "t and *' If any man have not the

" Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. "J The apostle

prays for the christians at Rome in general, that " the

" God of hope would fill them with all peace and joy in

" believing, that they might abound in hope by the povv-

** er of the Holy Ghost. "§ The effect of " grieving the

" Holy Spirit," must be the loss, or interruption of his

comforting influences. Accordingly, David, after his

dreadful fail, when brought to deep repentance, prays,

" Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold

" me with thy free Spirit."H Nor is there any scrip-

tural proof that only 'a few persons are distinguished

* by this mark of special favour:' on the contrary, it is

represented as common to all true christians. " Whom
" having not seen ye love; in whom though now ye see

" him not, yet-believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeaka-

" ble and full of glory. "|| "If ye love mc, keep my
" commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he
'* shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide

" with you for ever." " If a m.an love me he will keep
*' my words, and my Father will love him, and we will

y^ come unto him and make our abode with him."**
" The Spirit of adoption," as " witnessing with our

" spirits, that we are the children of God; and if chil-

*' dren then heirs;'' and as being the Earnest of our in-

2 Cor. i. 5. t Gal. v. 22. \ Rom. viii. 9. § Rom. xv. 13

«[ Pfl. 11. 12.
II

Fet. i. 8. "* John xlv. 15, 16. 20—24.



ON THE FIR5T CHAPTER. 135

heritance, is spoken of as given to all true believers.

<" Then had the churches rest—and were edified; and

" walking in the fear of the Lord, and the comfort ofthe

*' Holy Ghost, were multiplied."* In other respects

the passage does not materially differ from our views of

the subject.

P. Ixxvi. 1. 19. * PFithout, hc.''-[ A few quotations

from * the arrogant enthusiasts of the present day;' con-

cerning these ' presumptuous excesses,' would have

rendered the difference between his Lordship's senti-

ments, and those which he opposes, more manifest; and

and it would also have shown what persons, or class of

men, were intended. The readers of ' The Refutation'

will in general suppose the evangelical clergy to be

principally meant: but a vast majority of those, who
are now living, speak on this subject more according to

the statement of the passage above quoted, than in the

language of arrogant enthusiasts. And ifquotations, in

illustration of the subject be wanted, they must be

sought, principally at least, in the writings, not of the

evangelical clergy now living, but elsewhere; namely, in

the earlier writings of some who have been dead many

years; in those of some Anti-calvinists: and especially

in those of a few individuals, who call themselves Cal-

vinists, and disclaim all but themselves; and are re-

nounced by others in return, as enthusiasts, and Anti-

Homians.

P» Ixxvi. last line. ' It is not, &c.'J Then, renova-

» Acts ix. 31.

f
• Without falling into the presumptuous excesses to which these doci

* trines are carried by the arrogant enthusiasts of the present day.'

^ ' It is not true, that it is so corrupt that all endeavour on our part to amend
* it must be totally ineffectual. The depravity of human nature is the ground

* upon which the necessity of redemption rests; but to represent this de-

* pravity as utterly incorrigible, is destructive of every human effort, of all

' moral virtucj and of every earthly comfort. Ifmen be persuaded that they
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tion by the Holy Spirit, (or, ** a new heart and a new
*' spirit,") is not needful, though it might facilitate the

amendment. We are able, without it, to make endea-

vours not totally ineffectual, to amend our nature, or

that of our fellow sinners. But St. Paul says, " We
" are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto

" good works."* Our depraved nature is * utterly in-

* corrigible,' except by special grace: and whenany one

is persuaded, or convinced, that he cannot correct the

obliquities of his nature, and overcome his evil inclina-

tions, without the grace of God; and yet that this must

be done, or he must perish: hearing and reading, that

" God has promised to give the Holy Spirit to them
" who ask it;"t he will be led earnestly to pray for this

most needful blessing; and, in answer to these prayers,

he will be preserved both from profligacy and despair.

Thus he will, after a time, learn, that though *' he can

** do nothing of himself," or '* without Christ;'* he " can

** do all things through Christ who strengtheneth him."

J

Instances might be produced of persons, under terrors

of conscience, but total strangers to evangelical or cal-

vinistick doctrine, attempting to conquer bad habits and

strong evil propensities, in their own strength; who,

being repeatedly baffled, have given up the hope of suc-

cess, and have sought refuge in a kind of infidelity: but

afterwards, hearing the promises of effectual assistance,

proposed in the sacred scripture, and depending on

them, and praying for the promised blessing, they have

renewed their efforts, and have been rendered success-

ful and happy.

' cannot nrrlve at any degree of goodness, they will be apt either to yield to

' every temptation, because tiicy fancy resistance useless, ar.d thus become
' profligate in the exuen;e; or, anticipating the pains of future punishment,
« they will sufier all "ihe miseries of religious despair.'

* Eph. ii. 10. t Luke xi. 13. t John xv. 5. Thll. iv. 13.
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P. txxvii. 1. 13. * The clergy^ &c.'* If any preach,

that ' man is irrecoverably sunk in sin and wickedness,'

they certainly should be shunned. But do any preach

this doctrine of desperation? Do any say, that man is so

sunk in sin, and so incorrigibly wicked, that he is irre-

coverable, even by the grace of the gospel? And if this

be not meant, what is it, which is opposed? ' It is ac-

* knowledged, that man has not the disposition, and con-

* sequently not the ability, to do what is good in the

* sight of God, till he is influenced by the Spirit of

' * Godt't and I apprehend no evangelical clergyman, and

scarcely any Calvinist, denies, that when influenced by

the Spirit of God, he has both * the disposition and the

' ability to do what is good in the sight of God.' But

surely. Christian ministers ought not to teach men, that

their malady is not so great, but that they may heal

themselves, without the great and good Physician's in-

terposition! God, in his infinite mercy, has appointed

one Physician, and provided one infallible remedy, for

the distempered soul of fallen man: He has declared all

others to be " physicians of no value," all other reme-

dies to be utterly inefficient. He hath promised healing

and salvation, to all who seek them from Jesus Christ

according to the gospel, however desperate and invete-

rate their malady has become. Now the evangelical

clergy, as well as other sober-minded Calvinists; bestow

pains to convince their hearers, that there is no recovery

• ' The clergy therefore cannot caution their parishioners too strongly

' against listening to those preachers, who are continually describing man as

' irrecoverably sunk in sin and wickedness; they should impress upon their

* minds the duty and necessity of exertion; and teach them, that the frailty

* and corruption derived from our first parent will not be admitted as an ex •

* cuse for crin»inal indulgences, since we are assured that we shall always

' be assisted by divine grace in our struggks to withstand the evil propeil-

* sities of our nature.

t P. 61, Refutation.

VOL. I. T
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for them, except in this way of the gospel; and that, if

they refuse and neglect this Physician, they will be

found absolutely irrecoverable, 'they earnestly desire

to induce despair, not of salvation itself, but of salvation

in any way, except that of the gospel. They endeavour

to show the desperate nature of the disease, in itself; in

order to recommend the good Physician and his healing

grace. For so long, as men think, that they are not

diseased, or but slightly; that the disease will depart of

itself; that they are able to be their own healers, or that

other Physicians and remedies can recover them: so long

as they think, that ' there is some health and soundness

' of constitution in them;' their pride, their love of sin

and the world; and their aversion to the holy humbling

truths of the gospel; will incline them to refuse the

Saviour's invitations; or at least to say, " Go thy way at

" this time;" at a future opportunity, I may perhaps

seek help from thee. Now the day of Christ will dis-

cover, whether they, who oppose our endeavours to

convince men, that they are hiconigible and irrecovera-

ble, except by the grace of the gospel; have any other

more effectual, or equally effectual, way of recovery and

salvation, or not. " I am the Way, and the Truth, and
" the Life; no man cometh to the Father, but by me.''*

" Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is

*' none other name under heaven given among men,
" whereby we must be saved."! ' They also are to be
* had accursed, that presume to say, that every man
* shall be saved by the law or sect which he professeth,

* so that he be diligent to frame his life according to

* that law, and the light of nature. For holy scripture

* doth set out unto us, only the name of Jesus Christ,

' whereby we must we saved. 'J
—"The scripture hath

* Jolin xiv. G. t Acts iv. 12- i- Art, xviii.
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" concjuded all under sin; that the promise, which is by
** faith in Jesus Christ might be given to them that be-

" lieve.*'* We perfectly agree with his Lordship, that

ministers * should impress upon the minds of their hear-

* ers, the duty and necessity of exertion;' and teach

them that original depravity will not excuse their crimi •

nal indulgences: and we only desire and pray that all

parties may vie with one another, which shall most zeal-

ously and successfully inculcate these truths, and apply

them to the hearts and consciences of their congrega-

tions.

P. Ixxviii. 1. 4. ' The obnoxious, &c't I should

not have expected, that a Protestant would deem even

the supposed errors of Calvin, equally obnoxious with

the doctrine of human merit, held by the church of

Rome. Whether Calvin carried the ' erroneous and

' baneful doctrine of moral incapacity,' beyond the line

marked out in scripture, I shall not decide; and whether

modern Calvinists use more energetical language, than

that of the articles, liturgy, and homilies of our church,

others must judge.—" You whp were dead in trespas-

" ses and sins."| " When we yet were without

" strength. "§ ' There is no health in us. '^ I need not

repeat the quotations from the homilies.
||

Jude indeed

speaks of some apostates, as " twice dead:"** but no

other expression, relating to man's moral incapacity,

that I can recollect, is stronger than what has been pro-

* Gal. iil. 22.

f ' The obnoxious and unfounded doctrine of human merit, held by the

' church of Rome, fosters pride and presumption. The equally erroneous

* and baneful doctrine of moral incapacity, in the extent unhappily adopted

* by Calvin, tends to produce hopeless melancholy, or hardened profl'.g'acy.

* The former exalts too high, the latter depresses too low, the powers of

' man.'

1 Eph. ii. 1. § Rom. v. 6. f Conf. Sre on p. .54 7'2,

Refutation. ** .Tude 13.
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duced from the scripture and from the Prayer-Book,

and homihes, relating to the condition of men in gen-

eral. The tendency of our doctrine to * produce hope-

* less melancholy or hardened profligacy;' has already

been considered.*

P. Ixxviii. Note from Calvin. ' Non equidem, &.c.'t

** In which are some things hard to be understood;

*• which they that are unlearned and unstable, wrest, as

'' they do also the other scriptures, to their own de-

" struction."J

P. Ixxviii. 1. 21. * Obedience, 5z:c.'§ If after the

words practicable duuj, the clause from the liturgy had

been added, ' by thy special grace preventing us, to

* put into our hearts good desires; and by thy continual

* help to bring the same to good effect; 'Tf few of the

evangelical clergy would hesitate to adopt the passage.

P. Ixxix. 1. 11. * An action performed from asin-

* cere desire to obey the will of God, is partly the effect

* of our own voluntary exertion.' Such an action is

wholly the effect of our own voluntary exertion; but " it

" is God that worketh in us to will and to do." The
idea of God doing one part, and the creature another

part, in the action of a voluntary agent, seems to us un-

scriptural and unphilosophical.

P. Ixxix. 1. 13. ' It is, Scc'll The general state-

• See on p. 75, Refutation.

f ' I do not indeed deny, that many hearing, that there is nothing good in

( us, indulge themselves more freely in tlieir own vices.'

+ 2 Pet lii. 16.

§ ' Obedience is commanded, and it is therefore Our duty; our practicable

* duty, or it would not have beun commanded.'

^ Col. Easter Sui.du)'.

II

' It is one thing- to trust to the goodness of God, as declared in Scrip-

* ture, for the effeciu.d assistance of the Holy Spirit; and another to assert,

* thai from our own intrinsic merit we have a right to divine favour here, and
* to reward liereaftcr. 'J 'he " promise of the lite that now is, and of that

« which is to come, " • the means of grace, and the hope of glory, we owe sale.-
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ment in this passage, is satisfactory, and the arguments

conclusive. The words conditions and conditional^ are

not indeed found in scripture; and are liable to miscon-

struction; the same ideas, as far as they are sciptural,

may be communicated in other terms: arid as many

strongly object to them; the evangelical clergy in gen-

eral avoid the use of them: yet they are not objectiona-

ble, if properly interpreted; that is, as denoting, not any

merit, or antecedent good disposition in us; but merely

something sine qua non. He that repents and believes,

is through divine grace entitled to the promised bless-

ing: he who does not repent and believe, is excluded

from them; yet so, that if hereafter he shall repent and

believe, he also will be admitted as a partaker of them.

* ly to Ihe undeserved mercy of God throui;h the merits and mediation of

' his blessed Son. It is not possible for man, witli reference to the original

* connexion between the creature aiid his Creator, to have any merits towards

« God; for whatever powers and qualifications he possesses, he has received

^ them all from God; and God has a rig-ht to every exertion which man can

' make. But God has been pleased to enter into a covenant with man, sub.

' sequent to the rules and directions which he gave him at his creation, and
' to promise certain privileges and blessings, upon the performance of cer«

* tain conditions. This new dispensation, so far from being the consequence

* of any right conduct in man, is founded in his misconduct, the first intima-

* tion of future redemption being given immediately after the fall, at the mo-
* ment God was denouncing punishment upon the disobedience of Adam. It

' is to be acknowledged in all its parts as entirely gratuitous, as proceeding

* solely from the free mercy of God; and our performance of the required

' conditions is not to be considered as constituting any merit in us, or ccnfer-

' ring any right to reward, independent of his promises. If the conditional

* offer of spiritual aid in this world, and of eternal happiness in the next, had
' not been made, the same conduct in us, supposing that possible, would have

* given no claim to favour or reward from God here or hereafter, a right to

* any recompence from God being absolutely impossible. I am here speak-

* ing upon the ground of strict justice, and upori no other ground can the ab-

* stract question of merit be argued. The question becomes of a totally dif-

* ferent nature where promises, arising solely from kindness and mercy, are

* concerned. We know that " he who hath promised is faithful;" and there-

* fore we rely upon his promi.ses, '.vithout feeling that we had any reason to

' expect them.'
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P. Ixxxi. 1. 8. Note. * /? w, &c'* I quote this

passage, merely to express unqualified approbation of

it, God grant, that all, who now oppose, or misunder-

stand, the doctrine of salvation by grace alone; may be-

fore, or at least when, they come to lie upon their

death beds, * renounce their own merits, and cast

* themselves naked into the arms of the Saviour.'

Archbishop BramhalL

• * It is an easy thing for a wrangling sophister to dispute of merits in the

* schools, or for a vain orator to declaim of merits out of tlie pulpit: but when
* we come to lie upon our death-beds, and present ourselves at the last hour
* before the tribunal of Christ, it is high time both for you and us to renounce

* our own merits, and to cast ourselves naked into the arms of our Saviour.

'That any works of oxirs (who are the best of us but unprofitable servants)

* which properly are not ours, but God's own gifts; and if they were ours,

' are a just debt due unto him, setting aside God's free promise and gracious

* acceptation, should condignly by their own intrinsic value deserve the joys

* of heaven, to which they have no more proportion than they have to satisfy

* for the eternal torments of hell: this is that which we have renounced, and
* which we never ought to admit.'
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On Regeneration.

P. Ixxxiii. 1. 1. ^ As the, &c.'* Regeneration is

indeed a word frequently used by modern Calvinists; by

the evangelical clergy; and by numbers who do not

think themselves Calvinists: but whether more frequent-

ly, than it ought to be, is another question. * Instantane-

* ous conversion' is not a favourite tenet of modern
Calvinists; nor does * indefectible grace' exactly convey

the sentiments of many among them. It is, however,

remarkable, that the religionists, in our day, who speak

the most of instantaneous conversion, decidedly oppose

the doctrine of * indefectible grace:' so that, with

whomsoever the truth lies; the two doctrines have no

essential connexion. Even, when by the word grace,

is meant *' a new creation unto holiness;*' producing
** unequivocally the fruits of the Spirit;" all Calvinists

do not consider it as indefectible in its own nature.

Adam lost the image of God, in which he was originally

created: and we might lose the divine life, which the

Spirit of Christ had communicated; if there were nothing

in the covenant of peace and grace, made in Christ,

with all true believers, to secure us against this dreadful

event* But "our life is hid, with Christ in God: "f
and, many of the evangelical clergy think, that the pro-

mises and covenant of the everlasting God, and the in-

• ' As the term regeneration, or new-birth, is frequently used by modern
' Calvinists, when speaking- of thtir favourite tenets of instantaneous con-

' version and indefectible grace, it may be proper to explain the application

* and true meaning of this wojd in scripture, and in the public formularies ot
* <5ur church.'

t Col. iii, 3.
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tercession of Christ, secured all true believers, from

thus finally departing from God.*^ Concerning the truth

and importance of this tenet, the author has no doubt:

but, knowing that many of those, whom he loves and

honours, do not accord with him in his views on this

subject; had the doctrines, more generally called Cal-

vinistick been exclusively opposed, in ' the Refutation,*

he should not have ventured forth with his remarks

upon it.

P. Ixxxiii. 1. 15. * Those who, &c.'t Waving for

the present, the consideration of infant-baptism; it oc-

curs to enquire whether the opus operatum, the mere

administration of baptism, in the case of adults, neces-

sarily produces all these effects. If this be the doctrine

of protestants; in what, as to this particular, do they

differ from the papists? Indeed, is not this precisely the

error of the Jewish scribes and people, which John the

Baptist so decidedly opposed, in those who came to be

•Jer. xxxli. 38—40.

|-
' Those wh© are baptized are immediately translated from the ciii-se of

* Adam to the j^iace ofChristj the originaPguilt which they brought into the

• world is mystically vvaslied away; and they receive forgiveness of the actual

' sins wliich they may themselves have committed; they become reconciled

' to God, partakers of the Holy Ghost, and heirs of eternal happiness; tliey

' acquire a new name, a new hope, a new faith, a new rule of life. This

• great and wonderful change in the condition of man is as it were a new na-

' ture, a new state of eT^istcnce; and the hoi}' rite, by w!:ich these invaluable

» blessings are communicated is by St. Paul figuratively called " Kegenera-

" tion," or new-birth. Many similar phrases occur in the New Testament,

* such as, " born of water and of tlie Spirit;" " begotten again unto a lively

" hope;" "dead in sins, and quickened together wltli Christ;" " buried with

<* Christ in baptism;" "b. ,n again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor-

" ruptible:" these expressions all relate to a single act once performed upon
* every individual—an act essential to the character of a christian, and of

• such importance, that it is declared to be instrumental to our salvation,

« baptism doth now save us, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ;" "Accord-
•* ing to his mercy he saved us by the washing of regeneration, and renew-

' ing of the Holy Ghost;" " Except a man be born again, he cannot see tlie

«• kingdom of Gfd.>'
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baptized by him?* which our Lord treated with more

marked severity, than any of their errors?! and which

St. Paul so expressly notes, when he says, " He is not

*' a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is that circumci-

*' sion, which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew
" who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the

*' heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise

*' is not of men but of God?"| If this entire change

take place in baptism; not only regeneration, but the

most important consequences of it, are instantaneous:

and a hypocrite, receiving baptism from one authorized

to administer it, according to a due form, is suddenly

converted into a true christian! But as each particular,

here condensed together, will require a distinct consid-

eration with the several texts referred to; it is not requi-

site to enlarge in this place. It should, however, be

noted, that baptism is stated to be regeneration; and not

that regeneration uniformly accompanies baptism, tvhen

.duly administered: for these are different propositions.

P. Ixxxiv. 1. 24. ' As we are, &c.'^ In this quota-

tion from Hooker, the words, ' manifest ordinary course

• of divine dispensations,' may obviate the objection as

to his views, which so evidently lies against the senti-

ment, that baptism is regeneration. Our Lord says to

Nicodemus, *' Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except
*' a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of

*' God:'* " Except a man be born of water and of the

" Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. '"IT

• Matt. iii. 7—12. f Luke xi. 38—40. * Rom. ii. 28, 29.

§ ' As we are not naturally men without birth, no neither are we christian

' men, in the eye of the church of GqcI, but by neiv-birth; nor, according- to

• the manifest ordinary course of divine dispensations, Jieit-boim, but by that

• baptism which both declareth and maketh us christians. In which respect

• we justly hold it to be the door of our actual entrance into God's house,

• the first apparent beginning gf life'

<!y John Iii. 3. 5. 7-

VOL. I. U
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" Ye must be born again." Whence I infer, without

fear of rctutation, that whatever is meant by being " born

'* agi.in;" no man can possibly, without bein,^: born

again, either be a true christian on earth, or inherit the

kingdom of God in heaven: and consequently he must

live and die in his sins, and finally perish. Now is his

Lordship prepared to admit in its full extent, this con-

sequence concerning baptism? Will he exclude from

the possibihty of salvation the whole body of the Qua-

kers, and all those children of Antipoedobaptists, who

die wiihout receiving adult baptism; and all those, who

are Antipoedobaptists in principle; yet never receive

either infant or adult baptism? Do all these perish with-

out hopt? Will he maintain, that no misapprehension,

and no outward situation, in which baptism could not

be procured, will make any exceptions? Are all the

children of christians, who die unbaptized, excluded

from the kingdom of God? Not to speak of the children

of Jews, and heathens, and Mohammedans, who die be-

fore the commission of actual sin; but die unbaptized?

I am far from believing, that his Lordship, and others,

who hold that baptism is regeneration, are prepared to

admit these consequences; which would be more re-

pugnant to all our ideas of the divine mercy; than any

thing, that eidier tl>e most zealous opi^osers of Calvin-

ism, have charged upon their system: or the most ri-

gid and wild enthusiast; who disgraced the name of

Calvinist, ever advanced on the subject. Yet if bap-

tism be regeneration, and regeneration baptism, and

nothing more: most assuredly all unbaptized persons

must be excluded from heaven. " Veril}', verily, I say
<' unto thte, Except a man be baptized, he cannot see,

" he cannot enter, the kingdom of God." Our Lord's

Hnost solemn and repeated asseveration; and his energet=



ON TPIE SECOND CHAPTER. 147

ick language, show that the proposition was universal,

and admitted of no exception. This should induce a

hesitation, concerning a sentiment, which is inevitably

clogged with such a consequence. " He that believ-

" eth and is baptized shall be saved: but he that believ-

** eth not shall be damned*" ' In the the second

' clause, baptism is omitted: because it is not simply the

' want of baptism, but the contemptuous neglect of it,

' which makes men guilty of damnation: otherwise in-

* fants might be damned for the mistakes, or pro-

' faneness of their parents.'* Infants, being incapa-

ble of believing, or disbelieving, may be saved with-

out faith; but they are capable of receiving baptism:

therefore, supposing regeneration and baptism to be

synonymous words, they cannot be saved without

baptism. If, however, regeneration mean a change

of nature from carnal to spiritual, by the new crea-

ting power of the Holy Spirit; infants are as capable

of it, as adults; and neither the one or the other, can be

saved wathout it. But God can renew the heart and

nature of all, who die in infancy, if he see good; as John

Baptist was " filled with the Holy Ghost from his mo-
" ther's womb." Whether, however, he does this, or

in what instances, he has not seen good to inform us.

Only he says to the believer, " I will be a God to thee,

" and to thy seed:" and his children, who die in infan-

cy, whether baptized or not, do nothing to forfeit the

covenanted blessing.

P. Ix.xxv. 1. 17. ' Baptism conveys^ &c.'t In what

part of the scripture is baptism said to convey the pro-

mise to those that receive it? Or, what are the privileges

* Whitb}' on Mark xvl. 16.

"f
* Baptism conveys the promise of those privileg'es and blessings which

' God has been graciously pleased to annex to the profession of christlr.n

' faithj and as " lie i'^ faithful that proinised, &c.''*



148 RliMARKS

and blessings, Mhich God ' has been graciously pleas-

* ed to annex to the profession of christian faith?'

" With the heart man belicveth unto righteousness, and

" with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."*

But if the confession with the mouth, be without faith

in the heart; or with only a dead faith; it is mere form-

ality or hypocrisy. " He that believeth and is baptized,

** shall be saved."! But if he be only baptized and do

not believe, will he be saved? " He that believeth not

" shall be damned;" whether he be baptized or no.

The promise is continually made to those who believe,

without any mention of ba}itism4 It is true, St. Peter

says, " The like figure, whcreunto, even baptism doth

'* now save us:" but he takes care to add, '* not the

" putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer
" of a good conscience towards God."^ This accords

to the instruction of John Baptist. " Now also the axe
" is laid unto the root of the trees, therefore every tree,

'* which bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn dov/n
*' and cast into the fire. I indeed baptize yon with wa-
" ter unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is

" mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to

" bear; he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and
" with fire."^

P. Ixxxvi^ 1. 2. ' Those, &c.'|l The apostles never

Rom. X. 10. f Mark xvi. 16. \ Jolin iii. 15, 16. 36. v. 24.

S 1 I'et. iii. 21. 51 Malt. iii. lo, II.

II
' Those christians, who, in the primitive age, had fallen into error or

•relapsed into'* wickedness, are never in the New Testament exhorted to

* regenerate themselves, or taught to wait in a passive state for regeneration

' by the Holy Ghost. They are called upon to be renewed, " Be renewed
" in the spirit of your mind;" " Be ye transformed by the renewing of

" your mind;" " The inward m.an is renewed dny by day," whicli ind:-

* cates a progressive improvement, and not a sudden conversion. Ti)e re-

' storing those wlio had departed from tiie truth as it is in Jesus, is not called

* regenerating them, but' rent wing them again unto repentance." St. John
' in the Revelation, commands the churches, which held unsound doctrine,
* or were guilty of immoral practices, not to be regenerated, but to " repent."
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called on the unbaptized Jews or Gentiles to regenerate

themselves; any more than professed christians, who had

acted contrary to their profession. And I apprehend

few quotations can be brought from the writings of Cal-

vinists, in which either baptized or unbaptized persons

are addressed in this language. Indeed many of them

are rather too apt to shun the use of some scriptural

terms to this effect: such as " Make you a new heart,

** and a new spirit, for why will ye die, O house of Is-

*' rael."* " Make the tree good and his fruit good."t

They, who attempt exactness in discrimination, con-

sider regeneration as the immediate work of God alone,

and conversion as the subsequent effect: the regenerate

person, who had been dead in sin, being now made par-

taker of " divine life, repents, and is converted;" by the

assistance of divine grace he turns from sin, to God and

holiness, through faith in Jesus Christ; and in this he is

active and voluntary. They who do not approve, or

attend to, such exactness; are almost always led to call

on sinners " to repent and be converted;" to ''repent

*' and believe the gospel," " and do works meet forre-

*' pentance," and not to regenerate themselves; and

they address unbaptized persons exactly in the same

way. St. James addresses those to whom he wrote in

this manner: " Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and pu-
•' rify your hearts, ye double-minded; "f without inti-

mating any distinction between professed christians, and

such Jews or others, as might see his epistle.—It is

not meant, that no exhortations respecting regeneration

should be used. Parents should not only be exhorted,

to present their children for outward baptism; but also

earnestly to pray, and diligently to use every means,

that they may have the inward and spiritual grace of

Y.z. xviil. 31. t Matt. xli. Zo. k Jam. iv. 8.
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baptism; even ' a death unto sin, and a new-birth unto

' righteousness:* and, in like manner, there are many

duties incumbent on teachers, ministers, and others, in

this respect. Nay, such persons as are convinced, by

suitable instruction, that regeneration is needful, should

be exhorted to read the scriptures, to attend on the

preaching of the gospel, and to pray to God to " create

" in them a clean heart." Indeed exhortations to this

effect should be given to all persons without exception:

none should be * taught to Vv^ait in a passive state for re-

* generation by the Holy Ghost.'—" The inward man
" is renewed day by day." This is certainly progres-

sive; but it had a beginning, which we call regenera-

tion; and without supposing the complete change meant

by conversion, and much less the progressive renewal

unto holiness, till perfected in heaven, to be sudden;

we may fairly think, that the " passing from death unto
*' life," is sudden; since there must be a moment, in

which we cease to " be dead in sin," and become alive

" unto God;" though the effects of the principle of di-

vine life, may be produced far more rapidly in one case,

than in another; and, in general, not so rapidly in mod-

ern times, as in those of the apostles.

If baptism do indeed succeed, as the initiatory sacra-

ment of the New Testament church, to circumcision,

the initiatory sacrament of the Old Testament: all the

exhortations, both of the prophets and of John Baptist,

and of our Lord and his apostles, before the publick es-

tablishment of Christianity, were addressed to persons,

precisely in the same situation, as nominal christians are.

Indeed his Lordsliip has conceded, even more than this:

for his words include also the Gentiles, to v.'hom the

gospel was ' first preached.'* Nor is it easy to assign

• See on p. 59. iffntation.
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a reason, why the apostle's words, " He is not a Jew,

" who is one outwardly, &c,*'t are not equally applica-

ble to professed christians also. *' He is not a christian,

*' wli£) is one outwardly, neither is that baptism which
*'

is». outward in the flesh: but he is a christian, who is

*' one inwardly, and baptism is that of the heart, in the

*' spirit and not in the letter, whose praise is not of men
' but of God." If this be the case, it does not appear,

on what account, when addressing persons of similar

characters, in other respects, any difference should be

made between the baptized and the unbaptized.

Scriptures which speak ofRegeneration considered.

. It appears necessary, before we proceed further, to

consider the several passages in the New Testament,

which more directly relate to regeneration, and other

terms generally supposed of similar import. The word

regenet^ation (Tr^tKiyyiviTu) occurs in the gospel of St.

Matthew;* but probably, with relation to another sub-

ject. Yet the following explanation from JLeigh, is wor-

thy of notice: ' By which is there understood, the per-

' feet renovation and restoration of our whole nature;

* the complete abolition of sin and death.' The same

word occurs in the epistle to Titus; | and will shortly

receive a particular consideration.

The terms, " regeneration," '* born again," " born
" of God," " begotten of God," do not, as far as I can

recollect, occur in any other part of the three first gospels;

but they are frequently used, in the writings of J)t. John.

In the first chapter of his gospel, the apostle says of

Christ,^ " He came to his own, and his own received

• Bom. ii. 28, 29. f Matt. xi-x. 28. ± Tit. iil 5. . § John i, 11—13.

r
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" him not: but as many as received him, to them gave

" he power to become the sons of God; even to them

" that believe on his name; which were born, not of

*' blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of

" man, but of God." Whatever be the import of this

passage, .in another respect;* it seems absolutely cer-

tain, that external baptism is not meant, at least ex-

clusively, by " born—of God." Whether being

•' born of God," be considered as the cause, or the ef-

fect, of believing, in the persons spoken of; it cannot

mean external baptism, of which not the most remote

hint had previously been given. This is a point, which

I wish, to be especially considered, in this argument.

Similar language is used in the third chapter of this

gospel, in a connexion, and with special circumstances,

suited to render it peculiarly interesting and impressive.

Nicodemus, a Pharisee, and a ruler and teacher in

Israel; no doubt one of the great council of the nation,

and a man of learning and distinction, was so far con-

vinced, by our Lord's miracles, that he was *' a Teach-

*' er come from God;" that he came to converse with

him on the subject of religion. Yet, aware of the oppro-

brium, which he must incur from his own company, if

suspected of being a disciple of the unlettered Nazarene,

he came to him by night. f Doubtless, he expected to

receive some appropriate information from Jesus: and

the Evangelist evidently records the fact, in a manner,

which indicates a very deep conviction, that the instruc-

tion given was in the highest degree important. But if

simply outward baptism were meant: what was there so

peculiar and important, especially to one, who had be-

fore been fully informed concerning John the Baptist

and his ministry?

See on p. 28, Befutatiov. | Judg. vi. 27-
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Our Lord introduces his discourse, with the words,

•* Verily, verily, I say unto thee.* Amen, Amen. He
*' is the AmeUy the true aud faithful Witness."! The

introduction is peculiar to our Lord, being used by

none but him; and by him only on peculiarly important

occasions; and on subjects not generally believed. J

This solemnity of introduction surely leads us to expect

something vastly important; something far remote from

Pharisaical instruction, which tetught men to cleanse the

outside alone; and far superior to it. But let the words

of our Lord be read, according to the sentiment, that

baptism is synonymous with regeneration. " Verily,

" verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be baptized,

"he cannot see the kingdom of God:" and to what

does it amount beyond pharisaical instruction?

The law of Moses had "divers baptisms;"^ the

Pharisees added still more;l[ yet all these were merely
*' washing away the filth of the flesh." The baptism of

John was well known at this time« The special baptism

of Christianity *' In the name of the Father, and of the

" Son, and of the Holy Ghost," was not yet instituted.

The expression likewise, " he cannot see the kingdom
" of God," certainly relates to something, which a

mere external rite could not communicate. The gene,

ral interpretation of the term, " the kingdom of God,"
as denoting the kingdom of the Messiah; or the king-

dom which the God of heaven would set up, under the

rule of the Messiah, will not, I suppose, be objected to.

To " see the kingdom of God," must therefore mean;

to understand the nature, and the blessings, of that

kingdom, and the obligations, under wiiich the subjects

* A^w, A^))v Kiyce a-ot. f Rev, iii. 14. +-John iii. 5 11. v. 24, 25.

vi. 26. 32. 47. 5o. vili. 51. 58. § Heb. Is, !0. Cr. •[ Mark vii, 4,

Luke xi 38. Gr.

VO L. I. Ji
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of it would be brought. But it does not appear, how the

want of baptism could exclude a man from this know-

ledge, or how the administration of baptism could con-

fer it. When christian baptism was fully instituted, no

adult was admitted to it, who did not previously, in an

intelligent manner, profess faith in Christ, which must

imply some knowledge of the kingdom of God.* Bap-

tism, therefore, in that case, must be subsequent to

" seeing the kingdom of God." It is, however, evident,

that regeneration, (as understood by Calvinists, and

by the evangelical clergy, and by many who do not

think themselves Calvinists, whatever others may call

them,) is absolutely necessary, and altogether sufficient,

to enable a man to " see the kingdom of God."—" The
*' natural man receivedi not the things of the Spirit of

" God: for they are foolishness to him, neither can he

** know them, because they are spiritually discerned."!

If our Lord intended merely to say, " Except a man be

" baptized he cannot see the kingdom of God;" it would

assuredly have been flir more obvious explicitly to say

this: I desire profoundly to reverence his divine wisdom,

and to be silent in humble submission, when he pro-

poses instruction in language, which I should not have

previously expected. Yet I can find no instance, in

which so plain and simple a thing, as external baptism,

is represented in language so highly figurative; as to

lead ever y serious unlettered reader, at least, to think

something vastly more spiritual, and internal, and sub-

lime, was intended: and therefore, it is impossible for

me to admit this, in the present case, without far strong-

er proof than has yet been adduced.

Most certainly Nicodemus did not thus understand

the words of our Saviour; else he would not have an-

• Acts viii. o7. f 1 Cor. ii. 14.
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swered, "How can a man be born again when he is old?

*' Can he enter the second time into his mother's womb
"and be born?" And, undoubtedly, our Lord's subse-

quent discourse was by no means suited to rectify his

error; if only outward baptism was intended. " Jesus

" answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a

" man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot en-

*' ter into the kingdom of God." The repetition of the

same emphatical introductory words should not be un-

noticed. The word again, (born again,) seems to be

here expounded; allowedly, with reference to the initia-

tory sacrament of Christianity. As without the external

administration of baptism, (the outward and visible sign

of regeneration hereafter to be instituted,) no one can

enter the visible kingdom of the Messiah; so, without

the thing signified, even regeneration by the Holy Spirit,

no man can become a true subject of his kingdom, or

be admitted into it; as belonging " to the church of the

^'firstborn, whose names are written in heaven."

" That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
*• is born of the Spirit is spirit." From the language

of St. Paul, on this subject, in the eighth chapter of

Romans,* it must appear evident, to every attentive and

impartial reader; that "the flesh" means human nature,

as fallen in Adam, and unrenewed by grace; and " the

" spirit," that new nature, or " spiritual mind," which

is derived from Christ, "the second Adam," by his

life-giving Spirit. " That which is born of the flesh is

" flesh." It is carnal; enmity against God, not " subject

" to the law of God, nor indeed can be." " That which

" is born of the Spirit is spirit;" spiritual, and capable

of loving and obeying God. " So then they that are

•' in the flesh cannot please God: but ye arc not in tb.c

Itom. vlii, 1—13.
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" flesh, but in the spirit; if so be the Spirit of God
" dwell in you." It is remarkable, that our Lord, in

this part of his discourse with Nicodemus, does not

mention again the outward emblem of water; but " the

"inward and spiritual ' grace' alone." He proceeds to

say, *' Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be

" born again." What would there have been, to excite

astonishment, especially in a Jew, and a Pharisee, if our

Lord had been understood, as saying, * Ye must be

* baptized'?' It is manifest that Nicodemus was greatly

surprised at what he heard, as at some new proposition,

or requirement, the meaning of which he did not com-

prehend. And our Lord, instead of informing him, he

only meant, that he must be baptized; proceeds to say,

" The wind bloweth where it listeth; and thou hearest

" the sound thereof; but canst not tell whence it cometh,

** and whither it goeth: so is every one, that is born of

"the Spirit." The effects of the wind we perceive,

most sensibly and undeniably; but we cannot direct its

motions, nor clearly explain its variations: thus, the

effects of being " born of the Spirit," in repentance,

faith, love, and holiness, are manifest; but we can nei-

ther explain the manner, in which divine life is com-

municated to the dead in sin, nor direct the communica-

tion to this or that person, according to our wish, or

choice. " Which were born, not of blood, nor of the

" will of the flesh," (the carnal mind, which can do no-

thing but resist the divine influence,) "nor of the will

" of man, but of God."* But what is there in baptism,

which the emblem selected by our Lord, is suited to

illustrate? Is there any thing answerable to the expres-

sion, " The wind bloweth where it listeth?" The ad-

ministration of it is evident, and often pnblick, but its

* John i. lo.
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effects are not generally and manifestly perceivable; and

there is nothing mysterious, or beyond our compre-

hension, except the ' inward and spiritual grace,' of

which it is the emblem and seal.—Nicodemus, still full

of astonishment, exclaims, " How can these things be?"

*' Jesus answered and said unto him. Art thou a master,"

(or, teacher^ i'iSxcrv.a.>.K,) *' of Israel, and knowest not these

" things?*' Being " a teacher of Israel," might render

Nicodemus acquainted with the " divers baptisms" of

the Mosaick law; and, as a Pharisee, he was conversant

with the baptisms practised by his own sect: but how
could this circumstance enable him previously to know,

that baptism, " in the name of the father, and of the Son,

" and of the Holy Ghost;" baptism in the name of *' Je-

" sus, the Christ, the Son of the living God," was to be

the initiatory sacrament of the New Testament? Or,

could it be wonderful, that he did not know it? As,

however, " the circumcising of the heart, to love the

"Lord;" and the '* giving of a new heart, and a new
** spirit," had been frequently spoken of in the Old

Testament; and as no sinner can love God, or spiritually

worship him, or be meet for heaven, without a renova-

tion of heart; it was v/onderful, and still is so, that

*' a teacher of Israel," of those who worship the one liv^

ing and true God, should not understand the necessity

of being " born again,'* or " born of the Spirit."—Let

any man, after these cursory remarks, read the passage

attentively; and ask himself, as in the presence of God,

whether baptism be exclusively meant. One word in-

timates the outward sign: all else relates to the thing sig-

nified, to which the words of his Lordship, as before

quoted, are certainly far more appropriate, than to the

sign itself.* When the apostle says to the Corinthians,

* See on p. 83 and 84. Refatallon.
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" In Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gos-

*' pel."* And concerning Onesimus, "whom I have be-

" gotten in my bonds:"! it is evident, that he speaks of

something, which God had wrought by him. But did

this mean that he baptized them? Or that, by means of

his preaching he had raised them from the ' death of sin

*to the life of righteousness?' As to the Corinthians he

expressly says, " I thank God, that I baptized none of

** you, but Crispus and Caius;—and I baptized also the

*' household of Stephanas:—for Christ sent me not to

" baptize, but to preach the gospel. "|
*' We ourselves," says the apostle, "were sometimes

" foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts

" and pleasures, living in malice and envy; hateful and

" hating one another; but after that the kindness and

" love of God our Saviour towards man appeared; not

" by works of righteousness, which we have done, but

" according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing

" of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

•' which he shed on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ

" our Saviour; that, being justified by his grace, we
" should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal

" life."§ In this passage, (as in our Lord's conversa-

tion with Nicodemus,) baptism is doubtless alluded to:

but can it be deliberately maintained, that the external

administration of baptism is exclusively, or even prin-

cipally, intended? The state and character, which the

apostle confesses to have once been his own, and as-

sumes to have been those of Titus, and of all his fellow

christians; and which, consequently must still be the

state and character of all unbelievers; form a good elu-

cidation of the language used in our articles, Quam
longissime distet ah originali jiistitia, ' Is very far gone

• 1 Cor. iv. 15. t Pliilem. 10. \ 1 Cor, 1. 14—17. § Tit. ill. 3—7.
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' from original righteousness.* A most blessed change

had, however, taken place. This originated from "the
" kindness and philanthropy* of God our Saviour," as

manifested in the gospel. Frequently the love of the

great Redeemer, in giving himself for us; or that of the

Father, in " sending his only begotten Son to be the

" propitiation for our sins," is spoken of as the grand

instance of the divine philanthropy: but here, (that grand

instance and proof of the love of God to fallen man be-

ing pre-supposed,) the apostle adds another demonstra-

tion and example of it. The former was general; but

this is particular. Redemption is considered as the

common benefit of mankind: but how was it that the

apostle, and Titus, and their fellow christians, were

made partakers of this common benefit; while such num-

bers still continued " foolish, disobedient, deceived, &c;"

and so required their meekness and forbearance towards

them? " Who made these to differ from others?" The
difference, allowedly, was not made on account of

" works of righteousness which they had done," for

their previous character had been stated. It was there-

fore the effect of " the mercy of God our Saviour,"

even as much as redemption. *' According to his mer-

" cy he saved us." The apostle, and those of whom
he spake, were, indisputably, brought into a safe and

happy state, compared with that, in which they had pre-

viously been; and in which those still remained, towards

whom they were required to exercise meekness. This

passing from a lost estate, to a safe and happy one, was ef-

fected " by the washing of regeneration." (akt/jk ^T^xij-^svemc,

'•' the lover of regeneration.'^'') In this language there

seems to be an allusion to the laver at the tabernacle, and

the brazen sea at Solomon's temple. The word ^sT/ioy
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occurs only in this place, and in the Epistle to the Ephe-

sians:* *' Christ loved the church, and gave liimself

" for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it, with the

*' washing of water by the word." The last clause,

** by the word," should be noticed; as the scriptures,

which are shortly to be considered, will evince. Now,
can it be maintained, that after such an introduction,

the apostle meant nothing more, than the external rite

of baptism; or any thing so inseperable from it, that Si-

mon Magus was equally partaker of it, with St. Paul,

Titus, and other christians; and the most designing hy-

pocrite, in every age, with the most sincere convert to

the faith of Christ? It; however, follows, " and renew-

" ing of the Holy Ghost, which he shed," (orpoured outf

*^txitv,) " on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our
** Saviour." An allusion was here evidently made to

the instituted washings and sprinklings of the Levitical

law; and probably, with special intention, to the pro-

phecy ofEzekiel: "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon
*' you, and ye shall be clean. "f Did the Lord then,

speaking by his prophet, mean exclusively, the outward

washings and sprinklings prescribed by the ceremonial

law; or that inward purifying, of which these were in-

structive emblems, and sacramental signs.^ Let his own
words determine: " From all your filthiness and from all

" your idols will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I

" give you, and a new spirit will I put within you; and
" I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh,

" and I will give you an heart of fiesh, and I will put
" my own Spirit within you: and ye shall walk in my
** statues, and ye shall keep my judgments and do
*' them."J Did not the apostle allude to the outward

sacrament of baptism, under the gospel dispensation, in

• Eph. V. 26. t Ez. xsxvi. 25. i Ez. xxxvi. 26. 27.
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the same manner in which Ezekiel referred to the

external ceremonies of the Mosaick law? namely,

as shadows of substantial and spiritual blessings; of

*' regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,"

to inward holiness, manifested by " walking in new-

" ness of life." Was " the shedding," or pouring

out, " abundantly," spoken of the baptismal water, or

of the Holy Spirit? Of the latter most manifestly.

The word *i'<«f=t*va«-«, (^renewing,J occurs only here, and

in the Epistle to the Romans * *' Be not conformed to

" this world; but be ye renewed in the spirit of your

" minds:" where it is evident that outward baptism is

not so much as alluded to; and an internal renovation

must exclusively be meant. Ame8rr3^«<^ a word of simi-

lar meaning, is used in Ephesians,t in a connexion

equally remote from any reference to baptism. It will,

probably, be allowed, that " the renewing of the Holy
" Ghost" is distinct from " the washing of regenera-

" tion," and subsequent to it. * Grant that we, being

* regenerate and made thy children by adoption and
* grace, may daily be renewed by the Holy Spirit. 'J

The connexion, however, is so intimate, that it is not

easy to conceive of any distinction, except that of be-

ginning, and carrying on, the same progressive renova-

tion to holiness. The former may be 'a single act:^'

but whether this be the outward act of man, by baptizing

with water, or the inward act of Christ, " baptizing with

" the Holy Spirit;"^ must be left to the determination

of the reader. The meaning of the words, " which he
*' shed on us abundantly," does not seem obvious; on

the supposition that outward baptism, and the grace

which is supposed always to accompany it, when right-

• Rom. xiL 2. the participle Av^uuuvufxivcy, is used Col. iii. 10.
"f

Eph.

iv. 23. + Collect, Christmas Day. § ReFulati'jn, p. iJ,4-

IT Matt. iii. 11.

VOL. 1. Y
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\y administered, be exclusively intended. In the bap-

tism of adults, if sincere converts, professing *' repent-

'* ance towards God, and faith ia our Lord Jesus

" Christ," the work of renovation is begun: for true

repentance and living faith are not the produce of fallen

nature, but of special grace; they are not the acts ofone

" dead in sin," but of one " made alive unto God."

And in the baptism of infants, whatever is communica-

ted at the time, or imparted afterwards; it can hardly be

said, that God has " poured out the Holy Spirit upon
" them abundantly;" and indeed something is denoted,

which is inseparably connected with being ''justified by

" his grace, that we should be made heirs according to

*' the hope of eternal life;" " the pouring out of the

" Spirit," as to his miraculous gifts cannot be intended.

" Do not err, my beloved brethren: Every good gift,

" and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
'

' down from the Father of lights, v/ith whom is no va-

" riableness, or shadow of turning. Of his own will

'" begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be

''a kind of first-fruits of his creatures."* Did St.

James here mean baptism; or the communication of a

new and divine life? " Of his own will begat he us;"

" Which were born, not of the will of the flesh, nor of

" the will of man, but of God."t " The wind blow-

'* eth where it listeth"—" So is every one that is born

" of the Spirit.":!: In these texts the will of God ex-

clusively is mentioned, as independent on the will of

man: but is the outward administration of baptism, thus

independent on the will of man, in like manner as the

blowingof the wind is? The adult ivillingly proposes

bimself for baptism, and the minister %villi?i^ly baptizes

* Jam. i. 16—18. B!iX')3-Hc «7rwt/)rw. 15, Ct. f John i, 13. iii. 3— 10.

t John iii. 8, _
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him. The infant is brought by his parents or sponsors

of their own will: mid i£ regeneration, though not sy-

nonymous with baptisjnj always accompanied it, when

rightly administered; the will of God in this matter

would depend on the will of man. Man, being willing

to be baptized, or to have his child baptized; and

the minister willing to perform the service; God in

all such cases, must communicate the blessing, but

not in any others. The duty of the persons con-

cerned is not spoken of, but merely how far such a

view of regeneration can consist with the texts un-

der consideration. The words of the apostle evident-

ly mean, that the special grace of God is the source of

all that which is spiritually good in fallen man; that he

imparts this, " according to the good pleasure of his

" will;" " according to his good pleasure which he hath

" purposed in himself;" *' according to the purpose of

" him, who worketh all things according to the ooun-
*' sel of his own will."* This was " with the word of

" truth," by the preaching of the gospel, or by means

of instruction from the oracles of God: but not the

least intimation is given concerning baptism in the

whole passage.

St. Peter also thus introduces the subject. ** Bies-

" sed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

" which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten

" us again, unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of Je-

" sus Christ from the dead; to an inheritance incor-

" ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re-

" served in heaven for you; who are kept by the power
" of God through faith unto salvation."! The effect

spoken of, was produced by the immediate act of *' the

" God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ;" it oris;!-

• Eph. i. 5. 9. 11. f 1 Pet. i. 3—5. Avuyav i^s-a.;. The active partici-

dle. Tlie tive verb Is not used elsewligre in tlie New Tesamenr..
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nated from " his abundant mercy;"* it was '* through

" the resurrection of Jesus Christ;"f it was " unto a

" lively hope," or living hope, active, purifying, ani-

mating, and establishing; and to an incorruptible in-

heritance, with which, as the words seem to imply, it

was inseparably connected. God alone is mentioned as

the Agent: he " hath begotten us;" nor are any means

or instmments, so much as noticed. Not that the apos-

tle intended to exclude or discourage diligence, either

in seeking our own salvation, or that of other men; far

from it: but, in ascribing glory and rendering thanks to

God for the inestimable benefit; his thoughts dwelt so

entirely on the great Agent, that all means and instru-

ments were for the time lost sight of.

" See that ye love one another, with a pure heart, fer-

" vently ; being born again not of corruptible seed, but

*' of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and
'^' endureth for ever."! The apostle here evidently as-

signs the reason, why christians should love as brethren,

" with a pure hsart, fervently:" for, being born again,

and thus made the children of God; they became relat-

ed to each other, as brethren, far more nearly and per-

manently, than brethren by nature could be- " For all

" flesh is grass, and all the glory of man, as the flower

'* of the grass; the grass withereth, and the flower there-

" of falleth away; but the word of God endureth for

" ever."§ The natural relation by the corruptible seed

ceases at death, like the withering grass; the spiritual re-

lation, by the incorruptible seed, " endures for ever."

All the glory and distinctions also, derived from ances-

tors and birth, however illustrious, will soon terminate;

• Eph. ii. 4. Tit. iii. 5. f Epli. j. 19, 20. ii. 5, 6. Col. ii. 12. iii. 1.

I Pet. i. 22, 23. AyAyiyivvfy-ivci, having' been bom again. The passive of

'his verb is ;iot elspwh*;ie used in the New Testament. § 1 Pet. i. 24, 25.
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but those which spring from regeneration will endure

for ever. ' It is grossly contrary to the truth of the scrip.

' tares, to imagine, that they who are thus renewed can

* be unborn again.'* It is clear, from this and other

scriptures, that the word of God, either publickly preach-

ed, or used in the more private instructions, given to chil-

dren or others, or read by individuals, is the seed of r<?-

generation: and many important duties depend on a due

attention to this declaration: but if the connexion, of re-

generation with baptism, be so intimate and inseperable,

as some would represent it; how is it that the apostle

here gives not so much as a hint on that subject? In

the next chapter, he says, " As new-born babes, desire

" the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow there-

*' by."t The same " word of God," which is the seed

of regeneration, must be the food of the regenerated;

and the simpler parts of it, the food of the new-born

child of grace. He will desire and relish it; and he

ought to do so, that he may grow in grace, by feeding

upon it. The same metaphor, of babes in Christ, is

used by St. Paul: J but neither he nor Peter connect it

with the subject of baptism; but with the preaching of

the gospel.^

The apostle John, in his epistles, as well as' in his gos-

pel, repeatedly introduces similar language; and in a

manner, well worthy of the most careful attention. *' If

" we know, that he is righteous, we know, that every
" one, that doeth righteousness is born of him. "if Here
regeneration is spoken of, as evidently to be known by
its effects; even the habitual, uniform, righteous con-

duct of the regenerate. *' A new heart also will I give
" you, and a new spirit will I put within you"—" and

• Ai-chbishop Leighlon. f 1 Pet. ii. 3. t 1 Cor. iii. 1, 2.

§ 1 Cor. iii. 5—7 i'-'. 15. 5[ 1 J9hn, ii. 29. UyimTAt, has been horn, or
'ipgotlen.
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" I will put my Spirit within you; and cause you to

" walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments

" and do them."* As the coming of Christ, the Judge,

had been just before spoken of by St. John; it is most

obvious to understand the words concerning him. Thus

true christians are ** born ofGod," " born of the Spirit,"

born of Christ: " A seed shall serve him, it shall be

" counted to the Lord for a generation. " *' He shall see

" his seed, he shall prolong his days."t

But would the apostle reverse his proposition?

Would he declare, that every one, who doeth not right-

eousness, is not born of him? This enquiry is peculiarly

important in the argument: and the next quotation may

throw some light upon it. *' Whosoever is born of God
" doth not commit sin: for his seed remaineth in him,

** and he cannot sin, because he is born of God: in this

" the children of God are manifest, and the children of

" the devil; whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of

*' God. "I If therefore any man be born of God, wheth-

er in baptism, or not, " his seed," ('* the incorruptible

" se.ed,"^) remains in him, and produces its effects; so

that," he cannot sin," in the manner at least, in which

all do, who are not '* born of God." For '* the grace

" of God, which bringeth salvation, teaches him, that,

" denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, he should live

" soberly, and righteously, and godly, in this present

" world."1[ But how can this consist with the sentiment,

that all baptized persons are *' born of God," however

ungodly and unholy their conduct may be? And how

can " the children of God, and the children of the devil,

• Ez. xxxvi. 26, 2r. t Ps. xxii. 30, 31. Is. liii. 10. + 1 .Inhii

iii. 9, 10. Tiyivv>i/Jtivoc has been boim. AiuapTiuv s Trotu. ii. 29- Gr. To do

righteousness implies an habitual uniform righteous conduct; not a single

^ond action: so to commit sin, means in this conneciiun, allowed hubitual sin.

5 1 Fet. i. 23. t[Tit, ii. 11,12.



ON THE SECOND CHAPTER. ' 167

" be manifested" by the apostolick rules, if this be the

case?

Again the apostle says, " Beloved, let us love one

" another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth

* * is born of God, and knoweth God. "* We may here

observe how prominent the idea, of all true christians

being born of God, was in the apostle's mind; and that

they alone were born of God: yet he does not expressly

mention baptism, except, as recording facts, in all his

writings. But he never adduces any thing, peculiar to

genuine Christianity; but it is associated with being

" born of God." " Every one that loveth, is born of

** God." For " neither circumcision availeth any thing,

*' nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love."

He also connects it with " knowing God." " He that

" loveth is born of God, and knoweth God: he that

*' loveth not knoweth not God." Thus he excludes

from the saving knowledge of God, all, those who have

not loved; and consequently, according to this statement,

all who are not " born of God."

"Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is

*' born of God; and every one that loveth him that begat,

"loveth him also, that is begotten of him. "f Now, if

every true believer in Christ has been born of.God; and

if none, as adults, are properly admissible to baptism,

except those, who profess faith in Christ; and none, as

adults, receive baptism aright, except true believers:

then it inevitably follows, that all, in the primitive

church, and all in every age, who rightly have received

baptism, have been previously "born of God." "He
" that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved.'*

" What doth hinder me to be baptized? If thou believ-

• 1 John iv. 7, 8- f 1 John v 1. Trymnriu, has been bom, or begotten.

Jdhii i. 12, 13.
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" est with all thy lieart, thou mayest; and he answered

" and said, I believe that Jesus Clirist is the Son of

" God" -and he baptized him* Is it not clear, from

the apostle's assertion, " Every one that believeth that

"Jesus istlie Christ, has been born of God:" that re-

generation preceded baptism, in respect of this Ethio-

pian? And is it not equally clear, that it does so, in the

case of all, who receive baptism, on a sincere profession

of faith in the Lord Jesus? How then can baptism be

regeneration; or be uniformly connected with it?

Again, faith in Christ was the evidence that men
were " born of God:" and tliis rendered them the spe-

cial objects of love to other christians; who, " loving

*' him that begat, loved all those, who were begotten of

"him."t It is clear, that the apostle supposed this

faidi to be productive of holy obedience, and the several

other evidences of regeneration before adduced. He,

therefore, deemed it proper, to mention the same subject

again, within a few verses. "Whatsoever is born of

" God overcomcth die world; and this is the victory

" that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he

" that overcometh the world; but he that believeth that

'* Jesus is the Son of God?" Some manuscripts read,

** Whosoever, &c." but tlic reading adopted by our

venerable translators is sufficient for our argument; nay,

perhaps is more directly conclusive. It implies, ths^t

there is a new heart, or nature in believers, which •' is

*' born of God," as distinct from the depraved nature,

the remains of which still dwell in them; and that Uiis

new nature wherever it exists, overcometh the world,

with all its allurements and terrors. " That which is

" born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
" the Spirit is spirit." The apostle had before said,

• Mark xvi. 16. Acts viii. 36-.38.
f Philem. 9—1?.
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" By this we know that we love the children of God;
'* when we love God and keep his commandments. P'or

" this is the love of God, that we keep his command-
*' ments; and his commandments are not grievous."

He assumes it as indisputable, that all true believers

love God: and he shows, that this love, when genuine,

is evinced by obedience to his commandments; and that

not merely outward and reluctant, but cordial. " His

" commandments are not grievous," that is to those

who love God: but " the carnal mind is enmity against

*' God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor in-

" deed can be." *^ "Blessed is the man, that feareth

"the Lord, that delighteth greatly in his command.
" ments."t " I delight in the law of God, after the in-

" ward man."j: But, besides the state of the heart and

mind, whether carnal, as born of the flesh, or spiritual

as born of the Spirit; the thiugs of the world present

many and powerful allurements; and the men of the

world often set before us many terrors. These, in one

form or other, overcome all, except those who are

" born of God;" but " whatsoever is born of God over-

" Cometh the world; and this is the victory which over-

" cometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that

" overcometh the world; but he that believeth that Je-

" sus is the Son of God? This is he that came by water

" and blood; not by water onl\^, but by water and

" blood."f> If the water here means no more than, out-

Vv'ard baptism: then the blood means no more tiian out-

wardly receiving the Lord's supper: and thus the atone-

ment, and faith in that atonement, as signified in one

sacrament; as well as regeneration by the Holy Spirit,

as signified in the other sacrament, becomes a mere

opus operatum. But do all. who are baptized, love God,

» Itoin. viLi. 7. i Pi cx'i. 1. i Item, vii. 22. ^ 1 JoIim v. 3—6.

vol.. I. Z
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and keep his commandments? Do they all love the

children of God? Do they all by faith in Christ, over-

come the world? If they do not; then being " born of

" God" denotes something vastly superior to outward

baptism, and of a more discriminating and appropriate

nature.

" We know, that whosoever is born of God, sinneth

*' not; but he that is begotten of God, keepeth himself,

<' and that wicked one toucheth him not."*^ The apos-

tle is speaking concerning " a sin unto death;" and his

words clearly mean, that no one, who has been '* born

" of God," or " begotten of God,"t committeth this

sin unto death. I might here, with a force of argu-

ment not easily answered, maintain the final perseverance

of all who are " born of God:" for apostates are espe-

cially the persons, marked out as guilty of this sin.|

Now if he who has been born of God doth not commit

this sin; *' but keepeth himself, and that wicked one
*' toucheth him not;" then it cannot be of " them who
^' draw back to perdition;" but is "of them that be-

" lieve to the saving of the soul." " They went out

" from us, because they were not of us; for if they had
*' been of us, they would no doubt have continued with
•=* us: but they went out, that it might be made mani-
" fest, that they were not all of us. "§ They were such as
'^' had no root in themselves;" they were foolish vir-

gins, with the lamp of plausible profession; but " with-

" out oil in their vessels," Or grace in their hearts.

They were guests " which had not the wedding gar-

" ment." They were " unfruitful branches of the true

"Vine." They were not born of God.
But, waving this subject for the present, I would only

* 1 John V. 18. -j- TiymxfAivcz, Im»^iii;, participles from the verb.

^ Heb. vi. 4—6. x. '^6—29. § lleb. j. 29. 1 John ii, 19,
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ask, is there any kind, or degree, of sin, from which all

baptized persons are secured? any, from which they all,

uniformly and without exception, keep themselves? Ifthis

be answered in the negative, as I think it must; then,

beyond all doubt, being " born of God," is something

vastly different from baptism.

Let us place these quotations, from this epistle to-

gether; " Ye know, that every one that doeth right-

*' eousness is born of God."* " Whosoever is bom
*' of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth

" in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born ofGod.*'t

" Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
*' God."f " Whosoever believeth, that Jesus is the

" Christ is born of God." *' Whosoever is born of God
" overcometh the world." " We know, that whoso-
*' ever is born ofGod sinneth not: but he that is be-

** gotten ofGod keepetb himself, and that wicked one

*' toucheth him not."^ Let these Scriptures be well

considered, as in the presence of God, with earnest

prayer, for the promised teaching of his Holy Spirit;

and with the great day of judgment full in view; and

then let every reader decide, whether baptism, or any

thing which uniformly attends baptism, when rightly

administered, be exclusively meant.

Every passage, in the New Testament, has now been

considered, in which the term regeneration is used, or

words of similar import: and in two only is there even

any direct allusion to baptism.^ There are indeed, sev-

eral other expressions, which appear to denote the same

change, as those which have been adduced, *' You hath

" he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.'*

*' Even when we were dead in sins, he hath quickened

* 1 John li. 29. t 1 John iii. 9. i 1 John Lv, 7,

% 1 John V. 1. 4, 18.
'

H .lohn iii. 5. Tit. Iii. .^, 6-
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•' US together with Christ:" With reference to this, the

Holy Spirit, ' the Author and Giver of life,'* is called

** the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, "f
*' I will put my

" Spirit in you, and ye shall live," says the Lord by

Ezekiel.J Thus our Lord says, " As the Father raiseth

" up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son
'* quickeneth whom he will."'^ For he is " not only

" the Way, and the Truth;"1[ but " the Life" also.

" The last Adam was made a quickening Spirit. "H

Fallen man has animal life, and is capable of its pains

and pleasures. He is a rational creature, and capable of

intellecttial tx\]oymt\-\\.^^ such as philosophers experience,

in the successful investigation of natural science. But

he is spiritually dead; incapable of the joys of true re-

ligion, and, consequently, of those pleasures in which

heavenly felicity consists. " The Spirit of life" de-

parted from Adam, when he sinned: on that very day,

in this respect, he died; and his descendants continue

dead in sin, till " the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,"

*' the second Adam, the Lord from heaven,*' return

and restore them to spiritual life. Then they become
*' dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God:" they

" yield themselves unto God, as alive from the dead."**^

Yet, as the first feelings of one, who has been recov-

ered to life, from a state of insensibility and apparent

death, are not pleasant but painful, though introducto-

ry to the pleasures of future life: so, the first percep-

tions of those, who are made alive, by the Holy Spirit,

are generally distressing. Fear, sorrow, shame, re-

morse, are commonly first experienced: but these make

way for hope, love, gratitude, joy, and all the peaceable

fruits of reconciliation to God, of walking with him, and

* Eph. ii. 1. 6. luni^oooirotna-i, made alive tog-ether. -j- Nicene Creed.

t Kom. viii. 2. 10. Rev. xi. 11. § Ez. xxxvii. 14 H John v. 21

^ceiitiiu- II 1 Cor. XV. 45. ^ceoTrcm^ making alive. ** liom. vi. 11. 15-
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delighting in his ways; and for the final enjoyment of

eternal happiness.

The beginning of this new and divine life, is * a re-

* surrection from the death of sin, unto the life of right-

* eousness.' " Bmied with him in baptism, wherein also

" ye are risen with him, through faith of the operation

" of God, who hath raised him from the dead: and you
** being dead in your sins, and the uncircumcision of
*' your flesh, hath he quickeded together with him."

—

" If then ye be risen with Christ, seek those things

*' which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right

** fiand of God."* '* We are buried with him by bap-

" tism into death, that like, as Christ was raised from
*' the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also

" should walk in newness of life."f Here three particu-

lars are mentioned, in allusion to the death, burial, and

resurrection of Christ; to whom believers, are, in a fig-

urative sense, conformed; They become " dead to

" sin," as he " died unto sin once." They are buried,

as he was buried: they arise from among " the dead in

" sin," as he arose from the dead. It is evident, that

ceasing from sin, and becoming incapable of " living

" any longer therein;" that, entire separation from the

former course of ungodliness, and from the pollutions

of this evil world; and the beginning and progress of a

new and holy life, from " newness of heart;" are signi-

fied by this death, burial, and resurrection. Of these

things baptism is the outward sign: and in adults, it is

an open profession of them. Whether any reference

was intended to the outward administration by immer-

sion, by the word buried^ it is not needful here to de-

termine. However that be decided, it is manifest, that

neither outward baptism, nor any thing inseparably con-

* Col. ji. 12, 13. t Rom. vi. 4.
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nected with it, can be exclusively meant; unless all, who

are baptized with water; are " so dead to sin," and so

•' buried'' from it, as not to walk any longer therein.—

New converts professed these things, at their baptism;

and if, with the washing of water, there was also " the

** answer of a good conscience towards God;*' they

would " thenceforth walk in newness of life:" but not

otherwise. " For if we have been planted together in

" the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the like-

•* ness of his resurrection. Knowing this, that our old

*' man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be

" destroyed; that henceforth we should not serve sin."*

Even true Christians need exhorting to act consistently

with their profession; and much more, collective bodies:

so that the subsequent exhortations do not at all invali-

date this conclusion, which is drawn by the apostle in

the most decided language.—When the apostle said,

*' As many of you, as have been baptized unto Christ

" have put on Christ:"— *' for ye are all one in Christ

*' Jesus;" " And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abra-

** ham's seed, and heirs according to the promise;"f

did he mean that hypocrites, receiving outward baptism,

became one with Christ, the children of believing Abra-

ham, and heirs of the promised blessings? or did he

not rather intend to express the same; as when he said,

" By one Spirit we are baptized into one body?" The

outward baptism admits men into the visible church:

but the baptism of the Spirit alone constitutes them liv-

ing members of the body of Christ in heaven.

It scarcely admits of a doubt, but that circumcision

was the initiatory ordinance, or sacrament, of the old

dispensation, from the days of Abraham, till the coming

of Christ, in the same general sense, that baptism now

is; with only circumstantial differences. Circumcision

• Rom. vj. 5, 6. t Gal. iii. 27—29.
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was a recognition, or confession, that men, as the natural

offspring of fallen Adam, were born in sin, and unclean

in the sight of God: it showed, that the old man, the de-

praved nature, must be mortified and put off, by all who

were admitted into covenant with God.* It was evidently

the outward sign of regeneration, or a new creation unto

holiness.t It was a profession of faith in the God of

Abraham, and in his promised Seed: as baptism is of

Qur faith in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy

Ghost. And it was ** the seal of the righteousness of

" faith :":j: that is, they who had the inward and spirit-

ual grace, of which circumcision was the outward sign,

had the seal of God to their faith, as genuine and justify-

ing. If then, all baptized persons are regenerate; and

if they need no other regeneration; than either baptism,

or that which inseparably accompanies it: by parity of

reason, all circumcised persons, so long as circumcision

continued the initiatory sacrament, were regenerate, and

needed no other regeneration. Let any man show the

fallacy of this reasoning, if there be any flaw in it. Yet

it is as sure, as the testimony of God can make it, that

immense multitudes of circumcised persons continued

unregenerate, and uncircumcised in heart. § Indeed

Nicodemus himself, and all the scribes and Pharisees,

to whom John Baptist addressed himself, with such

solemn warnings,and all to whom Christ and his apostles

at first preached, were circumcised persons. They had,

according to the dispensation, under which they livedj

received ' the sacrament of regeneration;' as much as

Christians at present have: yet they were constantly ad-

dressed, as needing regeneration, and distinguished from

those, who were born of God.

• Jer. Iv. 4. Col. ii. 11. f Deut. x. 16. xxx. 6. Rom. ii. 28, 29. Phil,

iii. 3. + Rom. iv. 11. Jer. ix. 26. i Lev. xxvi. 41. Jer. vi 10.

ix. 25, 26. F.z x!iv 7. Acta vii. 51.
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I shall here conclude my argument from Scripture,

concerning regeneration; though the subject is by no

means exhausted. I have laboured it the more, as I con-

sider it, in some respects, the most important point, in

contest, between the evangelical clergy and their op-

ponents; as in other subjects of prime importance, in

some respects more concessions are made to them, than

in this; especially in the publication, on which I venture

to make these remarks: and because, it appears to me,

that this is the very hinge on which the whole argu-

ment turns. If such a regeneration, as has been stated,

be needful, man must be wholly dead in sin, altogether

depraved; salvation must be wholly by grace in Christ,

through faith alone, and that the work and gift of God,
" who worketh all things according to the counsel of his

" own will." But if no such regeneration be needful,

the whole system of our opponents may, at least, have

the appearance of truth and reality.—I trust it has been

demonstrated, that both regeneration, and the other

terms equivalent to that word, are used in far different

senses, than ' as applied to the one immediate effect of

* baptism:' and, though not ' synonymous to the repen-

' tancc and reformation of a christian;' any more, than

the cause is synonymous with the effect; or life, with

activity, and pleasure, and pain; yet, * they are used to

* express an operation on the human mind and heart

* subsequent,' in many instances, 'to baptism:' unless all,

in every age, who have been baptized adult, on a formal

or hypocritical profession of faith, are to be consigned,

without hope, to perish with the enemies of God.—This

will, however, appear more clearly, in what next follows.
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The Doctrine of Baptism and Regeneration,

AS contained in the Liturgy, Articles, and

Homilies of the established Church.

P. Ixxxyii. 1. 1. * The Christians^ &c.'* On this

quotation from ' Wall's History of Infant Baptism;' it

may lie observed, that the use of the words ' regenerate

* or born again,' to 'denote baptism,' is certanly of great

antiquity in the christian church; but the term, ' con=

' tinue the use of it,' is not correct: because it has been

shown, that the language of the sacred writers does not

sanction it. In no one instance, in which the baptizing

of any persons is recorded in the New Testament, is

the least intimation given, that they were then regenera-

ted. The two subjects are kept entirel)'- separate; except,

as in two or three passages, containing instructions and

exhortations, baptism, as the outward sign and seal of

regeneration is alluded to; but it is never called regene-

ration. From what source the difference between the

early fathers, and that of the sacred writers originated,

is another question: but it is certain, that we cannot at

the same time both *' speak according to the oracles of

" God;" and according to the language of Justin Martyr,

for instance: ' They are conducted by us, to a place

* where there is water, and regenerated, according to the

' same mode of regeneration, by which w^e ourselves

* were regenerated.'! Now, whether the sentiment be

scriptural or not; the language cannot be paralleled from

any narrative of baptism in the new Testament.

It has been the opinion of many persons, eminent for

• • The christians did in all antient times continue the use of this name
' for baptism; so as tkat they never use the word reg-enerate or born again,

' but that tliey mean or denote by it baptism.'

f See page 297, Refutation.

VOL. I. A a
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wisdom and abilities, as v;ell in the church of Eng-

land as elsewhere, that the Reformers from Popery in

general, by appealing to the fathers and councils of the

first four centuries, as authority^ not clearly distinguish-

ed from that of Scripture, gave their opponents a great

advantage against them, in all the controversies which

followed. An amiable humility, and deference to charac-

ters of established reputation; a fear of needlessly inno-

vating, and some remaining prejudice of education, very

reasonably account for this, without deducting in the

least from their reputation for wisdom and piety.—But,

as in the apostle's days, " The mystery of iniquity did

"already work;"* so, in ihe course of four centuries,

and indeed in far less time, it had made great, though

silent, progress.

When this concession, made by several of our re-

formers, (not indeed in the articles, and authentick docu-

ments, but in their controversial writings,) is considered;

it is truly wonderful that so very little appears in our

liturgy, which seems, even in language to vary from the

sacred oracles. A deep acquaintance with the scriptures,

and an abundance of heavenly wisdom and grace, pre-

served the venerable compilers of our liturgy and arti-

cles, so free from the different deviations found in the

ancient writings, whose authority they still in some res-

pects allowed: that very kw express'ions seem to have

been taken, or retained from them, which do not accord

with those of the sacred writers. Yet, in tlie case of

baptism there are a few exceptions to this general rule;

and the custom of the church, during very many centum

ries, in which baptism and regeneration were generally

confounded; and indeed the opus opcratum considered

as the grand, if not the only, concern; seems to have in-

* 2 Thqs ii. 7.
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duced a language not entirely scriptural. Yet I trust it

will appear, that their v/ords taken together, by no

means imply that baptism and regeneration are synony-

mous, or that baptism in all cases, even when rightly

administered, is accompanied with regeneration.

A large proportion, however, of the evangelical clergy

do suppose that some special gracious effect attends the

due administration of infant-baptism, which they think

to be meant in our baptismal forms, by the word ' re-

* generated,' and ' regenerated by the Holy Ghost.'

The parents and those who bring infants to be bap-

tized, as members of the church, are supposed, in our

offices, to be themselves true christians: it is assumed,

that they really desire and pray for the ' inward and
* spiritual grace of baptism,' both at other times, and

when the child is about to be baptized: that the}^ come,

as those did, who " brought their young children to

*' Christ, that he should lay his hands on them and pray

" over,"* or bless, them. It is assumed also, that

when baptism is publickly administered, the congrega-

tion unites in fervent prayer to the same effect: and they

take it for granted, that God hears and answers these

earnest prayers; and return him thanks for so doing.

This seems a general view of the doctrine implied in

the baptismal oifices of our church. Probably too much
i^ assumed; or more, at least than accords to present

circumstances.

P. Ixxxvii. 1. 6. 'We shall, &c.'* If baptism be

itself regeneration y or inseparable from it; why do we

* Matt xix. 13

t * We shall find this word used exactly in the same manner in our liturg-y,

' articles, and homilies. In the beginning' of the service of Piiblick Bap-
' tisra of Infants, we pray, that the infant brought to be baptized may be

' washed and sanctified with the Hoiy Ghost; may receive remission of liis

' sins by spirilual regeneration; may be born again; and that the old Adam
-' may be so buried, ihat the ne.v man may be raised up in him.'
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pray thus: * We beseech thee, for thine infinite mercies,

• that thou wilt mercifully look upon this child; wash
• him, and sanctify him with the Holy Ghost; that he,

' being delivered from thy wrath, may be received into

• the ark of Christ's church, &c.' ' We call upon thee

• for this infant, that he, coming to thy holy baptism,

' may receive remission of his sins by spiritual regene-

' ration,'
—

' that this infant may enjoy the everlasting

' benediction of thy heavenly washing.'— ' Give thy

' Holy Spirit to this infant, that he may be born again?**

The prayers themselves evidently distinguish between

baptizing with ivater, and spiritual regeTieration^ and the

heavenly washing: between what man can do; and what

only God can do: and this implies that one may be done

without the other.

P. Ixxxvii. 1. 19. * Seeing tioWj &c.'t The supposi-

tion, that the blessing is granted in answer to the pray-

ers of the congregation, shows most evidently, that it is

quite distinct from the opus operatmn^ and only connec-

ted with it by " the prayer of faith:" * Doubt ye not

' therefore, but earnestly believe, &c.' If then, "the
*' prayer of faith" be entirely wanting, the inward and

spiritual grace may not attend the outward baptism. I

do not mean that the baptism is not valid, or that the in-

fant is not baptized; but that regeneration does not,

even according to the charitable hope expressed in the

baptismal service, in this case, necessarily accompany

baptism.

* Prayers, Baptismal Service.

\ ' Seeing no-w that this child is i-egenerate and grafted into the body of

• Christ's church. And in the concluding prayer, the priest returns thanks

« to God that it hath pleased him to regenerate this infant with the Holy

• Spirit, and to receive him for his own child by adoption, and to incorporate

• him into his holy cliurch; and it is added, tliat God for his part will most

• surely keep and perform his promise, of releasing Iiim from his sins, sanc-

• tifying him with the Holy Ghost, and giving hiin the kingdom of heaven

' and everlasting life.'
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The case of the comparatively few, who, in the estab-

lished church are baptized adult, requires a distinct

consideration. Either these persons are previously true

believers, and then their baptism is a profession, and

recognition, of their regeneration; or, they are mere

formalists: and whether God generally blesses a formal

and insincere profession, (not to say a hypocritical

attendance on his ordinances,) for the regeneration of

the persons concerned, the reader must judge for

himself.

P. Ixxxix. 1. 12. * The service^ &c.'* As nothing

materially diifers in the form of private baptism from

that of publick baptism, no remarks are necessary: but

some notice must be taken of the office of baptism, as

administered to adults.—The quotation, here adduced,

is taken from the introductory exhortation. The pray-

ers are nearly the same, as in the office for infant-bap-

tism. But the gospel appointed to be read is, our Lord's

conversation with Nicodemus concerning regeneration:

and on this is grounded an exhortation: * Beloved, ye
* hear in this gospel, the express words of our Saviour
* Christ: that " except a man be born of water, and of

" the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.**

* Whereby we perceive the great necessity of this sacra-

' ment, where it may be had. Likewise immediately

* • The service of baptism of such as are of riper years, beg-ins thus:

' Forasmuch as all men are conceived and born in sin, and that which is

' boi-n of the flesh is flesh, and they that are in the flesh cannot please God,
^ but live in sin, committing many actual transgressions; and that our Sa-

* yiour Christ saith, ' None can enter into the kingdom of God, except he be
' regenerate and born anew of water and of the Holy Ghost; 1 beseech you
* to call upon God the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his

' bounteous goodness he will grant to these ^bersons that which by nature

' they cannot have; that tliey may be baptized with water and the Holy
' Ghost, and received into Christ's holy Cluirch, and be made lively mem-
« hers of the same. And after the baptismal words are pronounced, the

* persons baptized are declared to be "regenerate and now born again."
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* before his ascension, (as wc read in the last chapter of

' St. Mark's gospel,) he gave command to his disciples

' saying, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel

** to every creature; he that believeth, and is baptized

'* shall be saved: but he that believeth not shall be

" damned;" ' which also shovveth the great benefit we
* reap thereby. For which cause St. Peter the apostle,

* when upon the first preaching of the gospel, many
* were pricked to the heart, and said to him and the rest

' of the apostles, " Men and brethren, what shall we do?"

* replied and said imto them; " Repent and be baptized

" every one of you, for the remission of your sins, and

" ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for the

" promise is to you and your children, and to all that

*' are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall

** call. And with many other words exhorted he then*,

**Saying, Save yourselves from this untoward genera-

'* tion." * For (as the same apostle testifieth in another

'place,) '* Even baptism doth now save us, (not the

*' putting away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a

'* good conscience towards God,) by the resurrection

'* of Jesus Christ." ' Doubt ye not therefore, but earnest-

* ly believe, that he will favourably receive these present

* persons, truly repenting^ and comijig unto him by

*faith; that he will grant them remission of their sins,

* and bestow upon them the Holy Ghost; that he will

* give them the blessing of eternal life, and make them

' partakers of his everlasting kingdom.' The portions of

Scripture, introduced into this exhortation, have been

considered, and certainly are highly appropriate. Bap-

tism, as being " born of water,*' ' is very necessary,

' where it may he had:'' but being " born of the Spirit,"

is indispensably necessary. The ' great benefit derived

* to adults by baptism,' is spoken of as connected with

their ' truly repenting^ and coming to the Lord byfaith'
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but, if they do not * truly repent, and come to the Lord
* by faith;' if they be hypocrites, or have only a dead

faith; are we not to doubt, but that he favourably receives

them, and not only at present, ' grants them remission

* of sins, and bestows on them the Holy Ghost; but that

* he will give them the blessing of eternal life, and make
' them partakers of his everlasting kingdom?' They who

cx3me to baptism, in this manner, beyond all controversy,

were not previously regenerate; no intimation is given in

the exhortation, concerning baptismal regeneration,

especially of those who have not true repentance and

faith: and hence, it may be fairly concluded, that if they

live and die, without subsecjuent regeneration, they can-

not enter " iiijto the kingdom of God."

Then follow the questions proposed to the persons to

be baptized; and he, who can answer them sincerely and

intelligently, has *' the answer of a good conscience

" towards God;" he who can only answer them hypocri-

tically or ignorantly, has no more, "than the washing
" away of the filth of the flesh."

After the adults have been baptized, it is added *' See-

" ing that these persons are regenerate, and grafted into

"the body of Christ." Upon the supposition, that they

approached to baptism ' truly repenting, and coming

*unto him by faith,' no doubt they are regenerate; but

it is not said that they were regenerated in baptism. The
expression * being now born again,' does not necessarily

imply that this was effected at the very mon^ent of their

baptism; but that now, at the time, when the thanksgiv-

ing is offered, they are numbered among the regenerate.

The language is so general, that persons of rather differ-

ent sentiments may use it, without scruple: it is certaiji,

however, tliat this office does not say that baptism is

regeneration, or uniformly attended by it.

The subject of baptism, as administered to adults, in
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the established church, having been thus far considered^

it may be proper to examine, in this place, the doctrine

of our articles, respecting baptism.— ' Baptism, is not

* only a sign of profession, and mark of discrimination^

* whereby christian men are discerned from others that

* be not christened: but it is also a sign of regeneration,

* or new-birth, whereby as by an instrument, they that

* receive baptism rightly^ are grafted into the church: the

* promises of forgiveness of sins, and of adoption to be

* the sons of God: by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed

* and sealed; faith is confirmed, and grace increased by

' virtue of prayer unto God. The baptism of young
' children is in any wise to be retained in the church, as

* most agreeable with the institution of Christ.'* It is

evident that all this article, except the concluding sen-

tence, refers to the baptism of adults. Baptism is said to

be the sign of regeneration; but the sign^ and the thing

signified^ are not the same, no nor even inseparably

connected. * The promises of the forgiveness of sin,

* and of our adoption, are visibly signed and sealed* not

efficaciously bestowed. The expression, ' they that re-

* ceive baptism rightly,' refers not to the right adminis-

tration ofbaptism by the priest, but the right reception of

it by the baptized person. As faith is, in this case con-

firmed, and grace increased; faith and grace must have

been previously possessed, by those who * receive bap-

* tism rightly:' for if they had no faith, or grace, the one

could not be confirmed, nor the other increased. And

this is, not merely by the opus operatiun of baptism, but

' by the virtue of prayer.'

* Neither is the effect of Christ's ordinance taken away

* by their wickedness,' (that of the priests) nor the grace

* of God's gifts diminished from sucli, as by faith, arid

" Art. xxvli.
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* rightly, do receive the sacraments ministered unto

* them.'* The distinction is here clearly made, between

the ministering^ and the receiving aright, the sacraments;

and the receiving aright., is confined to those who do it

by faith. To those, then, who have not faith, they are

null and void. The case of infants is distinctly spoken

of, in other places: but why should not faith be as neces-

sary in adults, to a right receiving of baptism, as to a

right receiving of the Lord's supper? ' And in such only,

* as worthily receive the same, they have a wholesome
* effect and operation: but they that receive them,' (bap-

tism and the Lord's supper,) ' unworthily, purchase to

* themselves damnation.'! Does this make baptism and.

regeneration one and the same^ or inseparably connected?

* The supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love,

^ that christians ought to have among themselves, one

* towards another; but rather, it is a sacrament of our

' redemption by Christ's death: insomuch, that to such,

as rightly, worthily, and with faith, receive the same,

' the bread which we break is a partaking of the body
' of Christ; and likewise the cup of blessing, is a partak-

* ing of the blood of Christ. 'J The receiving rightly,

worthily, and with faith, not the external orderly admin-

istration, is connected inseparably with the benefit: and,

as far as adults are concerned, why should it not be so,

in baptism?

Numerous passages might be adduced from our ven-

erable reformers and martyrs, on this subject: but hu-

man authority, beyond that of the prayer-book on min-

isters of the establishment, I would disclaim. Yet, as

these reformers and martyrs laid the foundation of our

articles and liturgy, which have not subsequently recei-

• Art. xxvi. f Art. xxv. of the sacraments. f Art. xiv-rii.

VOL. I, B b
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ved any material alteration; a few testimonies Irom them

may not be wholly foreign to our subject.

quorations from the reformers concerning

Baptism and Regeneration.

' Tliis outward sign doth neither give us the Spirit of

? God, neither yet grace, that is, the favour of God. For

* if, through the washing of the water the Spirit of grace

* were given; then it v/ould follow, that whosoever were

? baptized in the water should receive this precious gift:

* but that is not so, wherefore I must needs conclude,

^ that this outward sign, by any power or influence that

* it hath, bringeth not the Spirit and favour of God.

* That every one receiveth not this treasure in baptism

' it is evident: for put the case, that a Jew or an infidel

* should say that he did believe, and believe not indeed;

^ and upon his words were baptized indeed, (for no man
* can judge what his heart is, but we must receive him
' unto baptism, if he confesses our faith with his mouth,

* albeit his heart be far from thence,) this miscreant now
' thus baptized, hath received this outward sign and
*• sacrament, as well as the most faithful man believing.*

'Howbeit, he neither receiveth the Spirit of God,
* neither yet any grace, but rather condemnation.'^-' It

* followeth that the outward sign giveth no man any
* grace. Moreover, if the Spirit of God and his grace

' were bound unto the sacraments, then where the sacra^

' ments were ministered, there must the Spirit of grace

* wait on; and where they were not ministered should be
* neither Spirit nor grace. But that is false; for Corne-
' lius and all his household received the Holy Ghost,
^ before they were baptized. Here we may see that, a§

* .*'lio\i]<I It not be Uvine^p



ON THE SECOND CHAPTER. 187

* the Spirit of God lighteth where he will, neither is he
' bound to any thing. Yea, and this example doth well

' declare unto us, that the sacraments are given to be an

' outward witness to all the congregation of that grace,

* which is given before privately to every man.'

—

* Wlien we baptize one^ that is come unto the years of

'discretion, we ask of him whether he believe: if he

* answer, yea, and desire baptism, he is baptized: so that

* we require faith of him, before he be baptized, (which
' is the gift of God, and cometh of grace,) and so it is

* an outward sign of his invisible faith, which was before

' given him of God.'*
' His supposition' (Rastall's) ' is that all men which

* are baptized with material water, are very christian

' men, and have the true faith, and are those which Paul

* affirmeth to be without spot, blame, or wrinkle. But
* thereto I say, nay: for even as the outward circumci-

* sion made not the Jews the elect people, and children

* of salvation; , so doth not the outward baptism make
* us the faithful members of Christ: but as they were the

' children of God, who were inwardly circumcised; even

' so they that are washed inwardly from the concupi-

* scence of this world, are the members of Christ.'f

* Christ saith—" Except a man be born again from
" above, he cannot see the kingdom of God." ' He must
' have regeneration: and what is this regeneration;' It is

* not to be christened in water, (as these firebrands ex-

' pound it,)J and nothing else. How is it to be expound-
' ed then? St. Peter showeth, that one place of Scripture

* Treatise on baptism, written 1533, by John Frith, martyr. Fathers of

THE English Church; vol. i. 384, 885, 386. A publicj'tion of great impor-

tance to tliose, who really desire to know the sentiments of the venerable

reformers of our established church.

j- A book on purgatory, in answer to Rastall and Sir Tliomas More, by John

Frith. F.i'Jiers, kc. val. i. 408.

i Meaning' tiie papists.
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* declareth another. It is the circumstance and collation

' of places, that make Scripture plain. Saith St. Peter,

" We be born again." How? " not by a mortal seed,

•* but by an immortal." ' What is this immortal seed?

** By the word of the living God," ' by the word of

* God preached and opened. Thus cometh in our new-

' birth.'*—'We mean by a second birth, which is

' spiritual, whereby our inward man and mind are re-

' newed by the Holy Ghost, so that our hearts and minds

' receive new desires, which they had not of their first

' birth or nativity. And this second birth is by the water

* of baptism, &c.'| 'Therefore, as in baptism, those who
' come feignedly, and those that come unfeignedly, both

' be washed with the sacramental water; but both be not

' washed with the Holy Ghost, and clothed with Christ:

' so in the Lord's supper, &:c.'J ' Whosoever cometh

' to that water, being of the age of discretion, must
' examine himself duly, lest if he come unworthily,

* (none otherwise than he would come unto other coin-

' mon water) he be not renewed in Christ, but instead

' of salvation receive his damnation.'

No doubt in Cranmer's writings, particularly those

of his former years, there are many expressions, which

show, that he supposed the inward and spiritual grace

generally attendant on the outward sign, in baptism;

especially in the case of infants: but the quotations here

adduced, manifestly prove, that he did notdiink that the

outward baptism was regeneration; or in all cases insepa-

rably connected with it.

* In such only as worthily receive the same,' (baptism

and the Lord's supper,) ' they have a wholesome effect

* Latimer, bisliop and martyr. !>rnit]i sermon preached before king' Ed-

ward. Fathers of tiie English cluircli, vol. ii. 654^ 655.

J Archbishop Cranmer. Fathers, c. vol. iii p 291. 492.

± Ibid. Ibid. p. 335.
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'' of operation; and yet not that of the \vork wrought,

' {opus operatum,) as some men speak; which word as it

' is strange and unknown to holy Scripture, so it engen-

* dereth no godly, but a very superstitious, sense: but

* they that receive the sacraments unworthily, purchase

* to themselves damnation, as St. Paul saith.'*

* The will and imaginations of man's heart is only to

' evil, and always subject to sin and misery, and bond
* and captive to all manner of wickedness: so that it can-

* not once think a good thought, much less then do a
* good deed, as of his own work, pleasant and accepta-

* ble in the sight of God; until such time, as the same
* be regenerate by the Holy Ghost, and prevented by
' the grace of God. For, as St. James saith, "Every
" good, and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
" down from the Father of lights." ' And Christ saith,

"Without me ye can do nothing:" 'and Paul saith,

' that '* it is God which worketh in us both the will and
" the deed, even of good will." ' Therefore until the

' Spirit of regeneration be given us of God, we can
' neither will, do, speak, nor think any good thing, that

* is acceptable in his sight. Let us therefore always pray

' to God, that he will make in us a clean heart and re-

' new in us an upright spirit.'f—Did this good man
deem no regeneration needful, except that which is

common to all baptized persons?— ' Such as be bap-

' tized,' (adults are meant,) ' must remember, that re-

' pentance and faith precede this external sign; and in

' Christ the purgation was inwardly obtained, before the

* external sign was given. So that there are two kinds
* of baptism, and both necessary. The one interior,

* which is the cleansing of the heart, the drawing of the

* Art. xxvi. Edw. VI. On the sacra.ments Fathers, Scc. vol. ii. p. 334, 335.

f Clement, who was preserved from hclr.g burnt, by dyin^ in prisori,

Strype's Mcnioruils. Futliers of the En-Vish Churc!'. ^ ol. IV'. p. 296,
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* Father, the operation of the Holy Ghost: and thisbap-

* tism is in man, when he believeth and trusteth, that

' Christ is the only actor of his salvation.'

—

^ Thus be
* the infants examined concerning repentance and faith,

* before they be baptized with water; at the contempla-
* tion of which faith God purgeth the soul. Then is the

* exterior sign and deed, not to purge the heart; but to

' confirm, manifest, and open imto the world, that this

* child is God's.'— ' A traitor may receive the crown,
* and yet be true king nothing the more: so an hy-

' pocrite and infidel may receive the external sign of

* baptism, and yet be no christian man, any the more;
* as Simon Magus and others.**-— ' A man that is re-

* generate and born of God, (the which thing, that every

' one of us be, our baptism, the sacrament of regenera-

' tion, doth require, under pain of damnation; andthere-

* fore, let every orle of us, with the Virgin Mary, say,

" Be it unto me, O Lord, according to thy Wojcd,"

* according to the sacrament of baptism, wherein thou

* hast declared our adoption; ) a man I say, that is

' regenerate, consisteth of two men, (as a man may say,)

* namely of the old man and the new.'f—Did this emi-

nent divine consider baptism as the only regeneration;

or as uniformly and inseparably connected with it? To
* require of us, on pain of damnation,' is far different

from ' conferring it on us at the time.'

Note, p. Ixxxvii. Ixxxviii. from Dr. Nichols. ' Some
' writers of the last century run into this new-fangled

* phrase, to denote conversion, or a returning from a

' lapsed state, after a notorious violation of the baptis-

* mal covenant.'—Whether the language here referred

to, concerning regeneration, were ' new fangled,' and

ijivented by the Vv-riters of the seventeenth century; the

• Hooper, bisliop and rc;'.rtyr. Fati)rrs, S(.c. Yo). \'. p. 169, 170, 171.

t Bradford. mari.M-. •iuilicrs, "^ "'- "^
' ]> 176.



ON THE SECOND CHAPTER. 191

reader, after duly considering the preceding quotations

from much more ancient authors, must judge. The

writers referred to, by no means considered the persons

of whom they spake, as lapsed, except as fallen in Adam:

for they regarded them as mere nominal christians, un-

baptized in heart, unregenerate, and needing regenera-

tion quite as much as Jews and Gentiles do.

P. xc. 1. 5. * In the, &c.'* * Qu. What meanest

' thou by this word sacrament? Ans. I mean an out-

' ward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual gr^ice,

' given unto us, ordained by Christ himself, as a means

' whereby we receive the same and a pledge to assure

' us thereof.'—The outward sacrament then is a sign,

a means, a pledge; and nothing more. In this both

baptism and the Lord's supper are alike included.-'—' Qu.

' What is the outward visible sign, or form in baptism?

* Ans. Water, wherein the person is baptized, " In the

'' name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
*' Ghost.'* ' Qu. What is the inward and spiritual

* grace? Ans. A death unto sin, and a new birth unto

' righteousness; for being by nature born in sin, and

' the children of wrath» we are hereby made the cbil-

* dren of grace.'—Here observe, that this benefit is

annexed to the ' inward and spiritual grace;' and not to

the outward and visible sign. He that had only the out-

ward sign, without the inward ^ace, had only the exte-

rior of the sacrament, and the shadow of the blessing;

but he, who had the thing signified, had the substantial

blessing itself, even if not partaker of the outward sign.

And, however it might be assumed, that in most cases

the outward sign and the inward grace went together;

it is not here sai^, nor so much as clearly intimated.—

• ' In the Catechism it is said, that the inward and spiritual grace of bap-

* tlsm is, • a death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness; for, being'

* by nature born in sin, and the children of wrath, we are hereby made the

' children of grace.'
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* Qu. What is required of persons to be baptized?

' Ans. Repentance, whereby they forsake sin; and faith,

* whereby they stedfastly believe the promises of God
' made to them in that sacrament.'—But supposing an

adult should receive baptism, rightly as to the external

administration; yet without repentance and faith, would

he have the blessing? Let the question and answer con-

cerning the Lord's supper resolve this enquiry.— ' Qu.
' What is the inward part, or thing signified? Ans. The
' body and blood of Christ, which are verily and indeed

* taken and received by thefaithful in the Lord's sup-

* per.'—But \i the recipient be not a believer: then, ve-

rily, he eats and drinks his own condemnation. And
what reason can be assigned, that there should be any

difference in this respect, between adult-baptism, and

receiving the Lord's supper?

P, xc. 1. 10. * In the office^ &C.** If this refers to

the rite of baptism, then future sins, subsequent to bap-

tism, even to the time of confirmation at least, are for-

given at baptism. This prayer is offered * after the re-

* newal of the baptismal vow,' and assumes that the

profession and vow personally made by those who come

for confirmation, of those things, which were promised

in their name at baptism, is sincere and cordial; they

are considered as true believers; and, on that supposi-

tion, God is thanked in their behalf, as having regen-

erated them by water and by the Holy Spirit, and as

having ' forgiven them all their sins.' But, supposing

the vow and profession insincere, will any say, that they

are regenerate and forgiven all their sins?

* ' In the oflice of confirmation, the bishop, after the renewal of the bap-

' tismal vow, but previous to t!ie laying on of hands, prays thus, 'Almiglily

and everlasting God, who hiist vouchsafed to regenerate these t!iy servants

' by water and the Holy Ghost, and hast given them forgiveness of all theiv

shis;' 'evidently referring to t!ie rite of baptisni.'



ON THE SECOND CHAPTER. 193

P. xc. 1. 17. ' In the collect, &c.'* This collect

does indeed suppose, that the persons, who use it, as

the desire of their hearts in prayer, have been regenera-

ted, and made the children of God by adoption and

grace: but it is totally silent as to the time or manner

of their regeneration and adoption. Baptism is neither

mentioned nor alluded to; and therefore something sub-

sequent to it, and of a far more spiritual nature, than

the mere rite of baptism, may be, and doubtless is,

meant.

P. xci. 1. 3. * Whence, &c.'t The eulogium on

our reformers meets our full consent: but surely the

quotations already made from some of them, show that

the subsequent proposition is by far too large and un-

qualified: and probably this will appear still more clear-

ly in the sequel.

P. xci. 1. 13. * In the ninth, &c.':j: Those who are

regenerated, and those who believe and are baptized,

are mentioned in this article: and doubtless all, who be-

lieve and are baptized, are regenerated; but it does not

follow, that all who are baptized are regenerated. The
article determines nothing, as to regeneration, as attend-

ing infant-baptism: but is rather unfavourable to the

• ' In the collect for Christmas-day, again in allusion to our Christian bap-

* tism, and to a passage of Scripture already quoted, we pray to Almig-hty

' God, that • we, being regenerate and made his cliildren by adoption and
* grace, may daily be renewed by his Holy Spirit;' ' herp, " being regenerate,''

* is a translation of regenerati, having been regenerated by baptism.'

f
* Whence we may conclude, that our reformers, who were perhaps more

' accurately acquainted with the doctrines and language of the New Testa-

* ment, than the divines of any other age or country since the days of the

' apostles, did not think it consistent with the principles of the Gospel to

' require regeneration from those who were already baptized. Nor do they

* ever apply the word regeneration to any operation of the Holy Ghost, ex-

* cept at the time of baptism.'

% ' In the 9th article, those * that arc regenerated' * and those " that be-

•' iieve and are baptised" * are mentioned as the same persons. The 15th

•. article speaks of all Chris* ians ay being ** baptized a^-^d born again in Christ."

VOL. I. C C
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sentiment: and as to adults receiving baptism without

true faith, it ceitainly docs not intimate, that there is no

condemnation for them. In the fifteenth article, ' being

* baptized and born again in Christ,' are spoken of, at

least, as distinct things; and if so, a man may be bap-

tized, who is not born again; and a man may be born

again, who is not baptized.

P. xci. 1.24. 'In the homilies, &c.'* There is

nothing in these quotations, at all different from the sen-

timents of those, who allow baptism with water to be

' the sacrament of regeneration,' or the outward pledge,

or recognition of it; but not regeneration itself, or in-

separably connected with it. Baptism is not at all men-

tioned in the last of them: but merely ' the fountain of

the new birth. 'f It is remarkable, and indeed much to

be regretted, that there is no homily expressly on the

subject of baptism: and it does not appear, on what ac-

count this v^as omitted.

* Where the Holy Ghost worketh, there nothing is

' impossible, as may further appear by the inward re-

* generation and sanctifies tion of mankind. When
* Christ said to Nicodemus; " Unless a man be born
*' anew, of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter

** into the kingdom of God," ' he was greatly amazed
* in his mind, and began to reason with Christ, demand-

* * In the homilies we find the following passages; in speaking of churches,

' jvherein be ministered the sacraments and mysteries of oar redenip-

* tion, it is said, tlie fountain of our reg^eneration is tiicre presented unto us;

* the partakmg of the body and blood of our Saviour Christ is there offered

* unto us, (signifing baptism and the Lord's Supper;) Our Saviour Christ

* altered and changed tlie same Tthe practice of frequent washing among tlic

' Jewsl in his church into a profitable sacrament, the sacrament ofour re-

* generation or new birtli, (that is, baptism.) He saved us by the fountain

' of the new birth, and by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, wliich he poured
* on us abundantly., through Jesus Christ our Saviour, tliat we, being once

•justified by his grace, should be heirs of eternal life, through hope and

' faith in his blood.'

t Tit. iii. 4—6.
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' ing how *' a man might be born when he was old."

*' Can he enter," saith he, '* into his mother's womb
*' again, and so be born anew?" * Behold a Uvely pat-

* tern of a fleshly and carnal man. He had little or no

^intelligence of the Holy Ghost, and therefore he goeth

' bluntly to work; and asketh how the thing were pos-

* sible to be true: whereas otherwise, if he had known
' the great power of the Holy Ghost in this behalf, that

' it is he which mwardly worketh the regeneration, and

' new-birth, of mankind, he would never have marvel-

' led at Christ's words, but would rather take occasion

* thereby to praise and glorify God.'— ^ l^he Father to

* create, the Son to redeem, the Holy Ghost to sanctify

* and regenerate: whereof the last, the more it is hid

" from our understanding, the more it ought to move
* all men to wonder at the secret and mighty working
' of God's Holy Spirit, which is within us. For it is

* the Holy Ghost, and no other thing, that doth quicken

* the minds of men, stirring up good and holy motions

' in their hearts, which are agreeable to the will and

* commandment of God; such as otherwise of their own
* corrupt and perverse nature, they should never have.

•*' That which is born of the Spirit is spirit." ' As
' who should say, man of his own nature is fleshly and

' carnal, corrupt and naught, sinful and disobedient

* unto God, without any spark of goodness in him,

' without any virtuous or godly motion, only given to

' evil thoughts and wicked deeds.—As for the works of

' the Spirit, the fruits of charitable and godly motions, if

* he have any at all in him, they proceed only of the Holy
* Ghost, who is the only worker of our sanctification,

* and maketh us new men in Christ Jesus. Did not

' God's Holy Spirit work in the child David, when of a

' poor shepherd, he became a princely prophet? Did not

' God's Holy Spirit miraculously work in Matthew,



106 RiiMARKa

* sitting at the receipt of custom, when of a proud pub-

* lican, he became a humble and lowly evangelist? And
* who can choose but marvel to consider, that Peter

' should become of a simple fisher, a chief and mighty

* apostle? Paul, of a cruel and bloody persecutor, a faitU-

' ful disciple of Christ, to teach the Gentiles? Such is

' the power of the Holy Spirit to regenerate men, and,

* as it were, to bring them forth anew, so that they shall

* be nothing like the men that they were before. Neither

* doth he think it sufficient inwardly to work the new
* and spiritual birth of man, unless he also dwell and

' abide in him.'* In this long quotation, baptism is

not once mentioned, or so much as alluded to; nor yet

in the context; nor indeed in the whole homily, except

as the baptism of Christ by John, with the descent of

the Holy Ghost, and the voice from heaven; and the

form of Christian baptism, are adduced, in proof of the

doctrine of the Trinity.

P. xcii. xciii. Note from Seeker»
' Though incul-

* eatings &.c.'f As far as the Scripture is concerned,

it is allowed, that there is a difference, (a considerable

difference,) in the manner of address used to professed

christians, in the epistles, from that to unbelieving Jews

and Gentiles in the Acts of the apostles. But when
the circumstances, in which men at that time professed

Christianity, are duly considered; this will be readily

accounted for, without allowing, that all baptized per-

sons are regenerated by the Holy Sj)irit; or * by that

• Homily on Whitsunday.

f ' Though inculcating per;)etually, that witliont " holiness no man sh..II

" see the Lord," ' is indispensably netdfu!; jet preaching the necessity of be-

* ing regeneraied, as a thing still absolutely wanting to a great part of those

« who cali themselves disciples of Christ, is using a language not conform-
* able to tliat of Scripture, nor indeed of the primitive fathers, or the offices

' of our own liturgy; which declares every person who is baptized, to be by
* that very act, regenerated and grafted into the body of Christ's church,'



N ON THE SECOND CHAPTER. 197

'' very act regenerated,' That very act is the act of

him, who administers baptism; and thus regeneration is

made the act of man, and not of God. *' I indeed bap-

" tize you with water unto repentance: but he that

" Cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am
" not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you with the

** Holy Ghost and with fire."*—The primitive chris-

tians, contrary to all the prejudices of education, and

the habits of their youthful age, contrary to all their in-

terests, in the face of persecution, and often at the peril

of their lives, professed to believe in Christ, and were

by baptism admitted to the church. *' What shall they

*' do, who are baptized for the dead?"f They enlist-

ed, as it were, in the stead, and to stand in the place, of

the soldiers, who had fallen in the conflict. It cannot

therefore be reasonably doubted, but that by far the

greater part of them were true believers; and it must

have been proper for ministers, addressing them col-

lectively, to speak to them as *' in Christ new crea-

*' tures." Let any one candidly compare this state of

things, with that of modern times. Whole nations al-

most are christians, so called, by birth and education:

for they have no prejudices against the name and out-

ward profession of Christianity, which is rather con-

ducive to their credit and interest, than otherwise; and

in them numbers glory and confide. Let him then ask

himself, whether we ought to address such a multi-

farious body, of all characters, in the same manner as

the apostles addressed their select companies of ap-

parently true believers; and this, merely because they

when infants received the outward form of baptism.

—

The addresses of the prophets, under the Old Testa-

ment, to the Jews and Israelites, who had received ' the

• Matt. iii. 11 + I Cor. xv. ?9. v^tjd tjcv vexpav. Over the dead.
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* sacrament of regeneration,' even circumcision, but

" were uncircumcised in heart:" and that of John Baptist

and our Loid, and his apostles, to the Jews, who were

the professed people of God, as much as nominal chris-

tians now are, and almost in every thing circumstanced

like them; are certainly more suitable, in very many

instances. Stephen's address to the Jewish counsel,

when he was full of the Holy Ghost: " Ye stiff necked

" and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always

*' resist the Holy Ghost, &c. "* shows that he consi-

dered them as unregenerate, though they had received

the sign, or sacrament, of regeneration: for that is

neither " circumcision" nor baptism, " which is out-

" ward in the fiesh; but that which is in the heart, in

** the Spirit, and not in the .letter; whose praise is not

'* of men, but of God."t— ' Writing to Bonefacius of

* the baptism of infants, he' (St. Augustine) ' saith. If

* sacraments had not a certain similitude of those things

* of which they be sacraments, they should be no sacra-

* ments at all. And of this similitude they do, for the

* most part, receive the names of the self same things

* they signify.' By these words of St. Augustine it

appeareth, ' that he allowcth the common description

' of a sacrament, which is, that it is the visible sign of

* an invisible grace; that is to say, that setteth forth to

' the eyes, and other outward senses, the inward work-

' ing of God's free mercy; and doth, as it were, seal in

* our hearts the promises of God. And so was cir-

* cumcision a sacrament, which preached to the out-

* ward senses, the inward cutting away the foreskin of

* the heart. 'J

The churches, to which the apostolical epistles were

written, were select companies, each adult of which had

* Acts vii. 51, 52. j Rom. ii. 28, 29. t Homily of common

riraver and ihe sacrament:^.
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been admitted into the church, on an intelligent profes-

sion of faith; such as approved itself to the apostles and

their coadjutors; and, when any individual acted incon-

sistently with this profession, he was excluded from the

company, till he gave satisfactory evidence of true re-

pentance. How different this from the modern chris-

tian church, even in our land! All, who do not openly

renounce Christianity, or join the dissenters, belong to

the established church; whatever be their creed, or their

conduct: and their children, being baptized, are so far

regentiated, as well as others. Are then the whole bo-

dy of such baptized persons, however educated, and

whatever their character or avowed sentiments are, to be

addressed as saints, as '* faithful in Christ," as "the
"^ elect of God, holy and beloved," according to the lan-

guage used by the apostles, in writing to their beloved

children; for whom " they were bound to thank God
" always, as it was meet; because that their faith grew5

"exceedingly, and the charity of every one of them all

*' to each other abounded, Sec?"

Yet even, in writing to these select companies, the

apostles frequendy gave intimations, that, while they, by
the judgment of charity, addressed them, according to

their profession; they themselves must not take it for

granted, that they were all true believers. '< Examine
" yourselves whether ye be in the faith: prove your own-
" selves. Know ye not that Christ Jesus is in you, ex-
" cept ye be reprobates."* " I am afraid of you, lest I

" have bestowed upon you labour in vain." "My little,"

(or dear) "children, of v/hom I travail in birth again, till

" Christ be formed in you." " I stand in doubt of
" you,"t " Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for

" whatsoever a man soweth, that also shall he reap. "|

They also speak ofthose, who had departed from them,

• 2 Cor. xiii. 5. f f^al. iv. ll. 19, 20. * rial vi. 7, 8
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in language, which shows, that they considered them as

having never belonged to them. *' They went out from

" us, because they were not of us.'* " We know that

" whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is

** begotten of God, keepeth himself, and that wicked

" onetouchethhimnot."* The persons spoken of, as

going out from the apostles, and sinning unto death; had,

beyond all doubt, been baptized with water; but they

had not been " born of God."

It is very uncommon, (if ever done,) to exhort, either

baptized or unbaptized persons, to regenerate them-

selves: but ought we not to instruct men in general,

that all need regeneration, and cannot be saved without

it? Ought they not to be shown, the nature, and evi-

dences, and effects of it?— Supposing, that the term re-

generation, in this connexion, were disused, (which, ac—

cording to the Scriptures, must not be done;) what

ground do our opponents gain? They themselves allow;

that a very large proportion of baptized persons lose sin-

fully their baptismal regeneration: and unless they sup-

pose, that thay will nevertheless finally be saved, with-

out recovering it, or any thing equivalent to it; (a spe-

cies of final perseverence more antinomian, than perhaps

any Calvinist ever held;) they must allow, that they dif-

fer nothing from the unregenerate, except in having

once had, as the gift of God, what fhey have wickedly

forfeited and lost; which certainly is nothing favourable

in their case. We may therefore, by the allowance of

of our opponents, address such persons, as those who

need repentance and conversion; and may use every

warning, exhortation, persuasion, and expostulation,

that we can find in the whole Scripture, addressed to

persons of every character and nation; provided we do

• 2 John ii, 19.
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but avoid the term regeneiation, and others of similar

import, which are prohibited to us.

If nothing appear, in the avowed sentiments, or open

conduct, of professed christians, which is inconsistent

with their profession; we certainly ought to address

them, as the apostles did the primitive churches, as,

" Saints in Christ Jesus," S;c. But are adulterers, for-

nicators, drunkards, profane swearers, thieves, &c. 8j.c.,

to be spoken of as saints, and *' elect of God, holy and

" beloved;" merely because of their external baptism?

And do not a large proportion of baptized persons, even

in this favoured nation, consist of such characters? I

say, in this land; not to speak of other professed chris-

tian countries, in which, we are told, the standard oi

morals, and the characters of the inhabitants in general,

are sunk immensely lower. Either these characters do,

or they do not, form a part of our congregations. If

they do not; it is in vain to preach, as if they were pre-

sent: but if they do at any time attend, in what lan-

guage ought we to address them? As saints? or, as un-

converted sinners?

I almost feel a disposition to glory, as one of the evan-

gelical clergy, so called, in this circumstanccy that our

style of preaching most certainly, brings forth numbers

ofthese poor wretched sinners, to attend on our ministry.

A variety of circumstances and motives may concur in

occasioning this: but the fact cannot be denied. As the

ministers of him, who " came not to call the righteous,

*' but sinners to repentance," we must rejoice in it;

even though it subjects us to a reproach, not dissimilar

to that cast on him, who v/as called " the friend ofpub-
*' licans and sinners." This circumstance, however,

imposes on us, an obligation of addressing one part of

our congregation, in a style, not suited to those, who,

VOL. 1. D <\



-Uii il L M A li K 3 •

in a charitable judgment, may be considered as real

christians. The author of these remarks was, for many

years, chaplain to the Lock- Hospital, and twice every

week, spoke to a number of patients, in the wards, who
were in general^ either prostitutes, or companions of

prostitutes: yet they were, most of them baptized per*

sons. Now ought he to have addressed them as " saints

'* in Christ Jesus," as " born of God, and the children

'* of God;" or in the language, the strongest language

of Scripture, used to the most profligate heathens, or

most wicked Jews? He adopted the latter method: and

he has no doubt, but a considerable number of this ap-

parently hopeless company, will bless God to all eter-

nity, that he did so. Some, whom he knows, as

" taught by the grace of God, to deny ungodliness and
'' worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and

'Sgodly in this present world, are his joy and crown,"

at present; and he has not the smallest doubt, but many
more will be so in the day of Christ.

I feel an unwavering confidence, that if the bulk of

the most abandoned persons, in this christian land;,

could be brought under the instruction of ministers,

who addressed them exactly in the same style of in-

struction, reproof, warning, exhortation, expostulation,

and persuasion, in which the prophets addressed the

wicked Israelites, and the apostles addressed Unconvert-

ed Jews and Gentiles; the most happy eftects would
Ibllow, in respect of numbers among them. This
might be done, even if the won' regeneration were in-

hibited; yet the subject itself, the need, nature, source,

evidences, and effects, of regeneration must i)e largely

insisted on. And, it may be seriously apprehended,

that, even in respect of the more virtuous among pro-

fessed cliristians, keeping these topicks out of sight, or

in the back ground, feeds their self-preference and self-
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complacency; and leads diem to trust in their compara-

tive virtue, instead of relying on the mercy and grace of

God in Christ Jesus: and ox» what account are preach^

ers among professed christians, to be restricted from de-

claring this most important, nay, essential, part of " the

" whole counsel of God?"

P. xciii. 1. 6. * To waity Scc.'-^- ' A second regen-

' eration,' is a term never found in our sermons, or writ-

ings; we suppose ungodly baptized persons, unregene-

rate, and needing regeneration; as Stephen supposed the

wicked Jews, though outwardly circumcised, to be yet

" uncircumcised in heart," and still needing the cir-

cumcision of the heart to love the Lord. ' Sudden con-

* version,' ' sensible operation,' ' instantaneous change'

have repeatedly been considered. But does any Calvin-

ist imagine a more instantaneous^ or entire change, than

that which his Lordship ascribes to baptism?!

The rest of the quotation contains excellent advice;

except as the words, ' Let them thus renew their minds,'

may seem liable to misconstruction; though the apostle

said, " Be ye transformed in the renewing of your
" mind."$

P. xciii. 1. 2L * Regeneration, &c.'^ To make man

* ' To wait for a second regeneration—a sudden conversion—a sensible

* operation of the Holy Spirit effecting' a total and instantaneous change in

* tlieir hearts and dispositions. Lei them rather be admonished to take a se-

' rious, strict, and impartial review of their past lives; let them compare
* tlieir conduct with the unerring rule of God's written commandments; let;

* them consider the folly and danger of continuing in sin; let them determine

* to abandon tlieir wicked ways; let them earnestly and faithfully pray for

' spiritual aid; let them thus renew their minds', and they may rest assured

' that their pious resolutions and virtuous exertions will be strengthened

* and promoted by *' power from on high."

f Pages 83, 84, Refutation. \ Rom. xll. 2.

§ ' Regeneration of those, who areah'eady baptized; by the forcible opera-
•' tion of the Spirit, is one of the doctrines, by which the weak credulity of

* unthinkuig persons is imposed ufion in tlie pj-esent times. It is a dangcc-
' ons illusi'jn, c;;lo\U;ttcd to flaT^er th':" yrld'- :uir' indolfiice of nav coiiUpv
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willing by changing his disposition, and instructing his

mind, is far different from a ' forcible operation.' Wheth-

er the regeneration of baptized persons who live ungodly

lives, by the power of the Holy Spirit, be a doctrine

held only by men ' of weak credulity and unthinking

' persons,' or not; it certainly is not exclusively pecu-

liar to ' the present times;' as many quotations already

adduced demonstrate. It has not been proved ' an il-

' lusion;' vi^hen this has been done, it may be allowed

to be ' dangerous.' The charge of ' pride, being like

' the boasting Pharisee,' may be easily made, and easily

retorted: but " the day of the Lord" must show to

whom it most properly attaches. That of ' indolence,'

has already been considered. Instead of ' an easy sub-

* stitute for that " Godly sorrow which worketh repent-

" ancc, &c;*' it is the necessary preparation for " re-

'* pentance and works meet for repentance;" and can be

known to have taken place, by no other evidence, than

' that real amendment of life, which consists in mortify-

' ing our carnal lusts, in forsaking the sin which doth

' most easily beset us, and in an active and conscien-

^ tious endeavour to obey the revealed will of God;' as

springing from faith in Christ, love to his name, and

zeal for his glory. ' Men, who fancy they have receiv-

* nature. It- is an easy substitute for that " GocKy sorrow wliich worketh

" repentance.'* for that real amendment of life which consists in mortifying

* our- carnal lusts, ir forsaking " the sin which cloth most easily beset us,"

' and in an active and conscientious endeavour to obey tlie revealed will of

' God. Men, wlio fancy that they have received this second birth., consider

' themselves full of divine grace, are too often regardless of tlie laws both of

* God and man, affect to govern themselves by some secret rules in their

* own breasts, urge the suggestions of the Spirit upon the most trifling occa-

" sinns, and pretend tlie most positive assurance of their salvation, while

" perhaps they r.re guilty of the grossest immoralities, aad are treading- under

* foot the Son of God, by tlie most palpable departure from the plain and

'simple rules of his pure and Iioly religion; or at least by boasting of ihe

« peculiar favour of heaven, they imitate the persons spoken of in the Gospel,

* who " trusted in themselves that th^^y were righteous, and despised others.''
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* ed this second birth, consider themselves full of di-

* vine grace,' while they are regardless both of ' the laws

* of God and man, &c«' are doubtless deluded and dan-

gerous enthusiasts^ and, it may boldly be said, that no

part of the clergy more steadily oppose these enthusiasti-

cal delusions, than those, who preach the necessity of

regeneration to baptized or unbaptized persons, who
are not proving that they are regenerate, by the sub-

stantial fruits of a holy life. Regeneration is like the

grafting of the tree: and if it take place, either before,

or at, or after, baptism, it will be shown by its holy

fruits. Miraturque novasfrondeSy et non sua poma. But
if it be fancy and delusion, for a man, on account of

some inward feelings, to think himself born again, and

new-created unto good works, ' while guilty of the

' grossest immoralities:' we think it also fancy and mis-

take, to suppose persons regenerate, who are living iu

the practice of gross wickedness, or an ungodly life, in

any form, merely because they were baptized in in-

fancy.—If a nursery- man should be introduced into an

inclosure, planted with crab-trees, covered with their

worthless fruit, and having not one apple or pear on any

of them; and be told, that they had all been grafted

,

when young plants, and needed no other grafting: he

would say. It is plain, the graft did not take; and it is

evident, they must be grafted in a more efficacious man-

ner, or they will still remain crab-trees; without this,

pruning, and digging, and manuring, will do nothing.

The application to our views is obvious. After having

been informed, that John Baptist *' should be filled with

' the Holy Ghost even from his mother's womb;"* we
should not expect to read, that he lived in a dissipated,

sensual, ungodly, and worldly course, during the former

* l.nke i. 15.
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years of his life: we should suppose, on the contrary,

that even his childhood and youth would be stamped

with piety, purity, and love to God and man; and, in

short, that as " the child grew, he would wax strong in

" Spirit," and bring forth " the fruits of the Spirit."

Birdi introduces life; but it life be speedily extinct, the

birth seems in vain: and if regeneration always accom-

panies infant-baptism; but far more frequently is lost,

than retained; the spiritual life must be restored, by the

same life giving Spirit, who first gave it; or the persons

concerned must continue " dead in sin," and at length

'^ die in their sins, and be lost for ever."

P. xcv. ' Regeneration^ &c.'* ' By means of bap-

' tism' or * by the word of truth.' *' Being born again,

'* not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the

'* word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever."t

—

Regeneration is the cause, and repentance and conver-

• ' Regeneration then in its true sense signifies an inward effect produced

' by the Holy Ghost through the means of baptism, whereby the person bap-

' tized exchanges his natural state in Adam for a spiritual state in Christ.

' Water applied outwardly to the body, together with the grace of the Holy

' Ghost applied inwardly to ihe soul, regenerates the man; or, in other words,

' the Holy Ghost, in and by the use of water-baptism, causes the new-birth.

' And the words regeneration and new-birth are never used in the New Tes-

' tament, or in the writings of our churcli, as equivalent to conversion or rc-

' pentance, independent of baptism. The instantaneous conversion of per-

' sons already baptized, by the resistless and perceptible power of the Holy

Ghost, and their being placed in a state of salvation from which it is im-

' possible for them to fall, are unfounded and mischievous tenets, utterly

' irreconcilable with Scripture and the doctrines of the church of England.

' The design of Clu'istianity is indeed to remedy the corruption and depravity

' ot human nature, and to restore it to that image of God in which Aduiti was

' created, and which by transgression he lost—but this is not done by sud-

' den and violent impulses of the Spirit:—it must be, as I observed in the

• former ciiaptcr, the progressive result of calm and serious reflection, firm

• resolution, zealous exertion, and constant vigilance, aided by the co-opcra-

• tion of divine grace. The frame and temper of the mind will thus be gra-

' duallv imi)roved; the force of sinful temptations will grow less and less; we
• shall ' daily proceed in all virtue and godliness of living,' " till we come
••' unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Chnsl."

•'- .Vmits i. IS. 1 Pet. i. 23. '
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sion are the effects. Regeneration imparts life; and

where life is, there will be feeling and activity. Re-

generation * takes away the heart of stone, and gives the

" heart of flesh;' which is susceptible of holy fear, godly

sorrow, ingenuous shame, remorse, contrition, hatred

of sin, humiliation before God, longing after holiness,

love, gratitude, enlarged pure benevolence, and all holy

affections: but neither in Scripture, nor in the writings

of Calvinists in general, are the cause and the effects

confounded.— ' Almighty and everlasting God, who
* dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent,

' create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that

* we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging
* our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all

' mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness, through
* Jesus Christ our Lord.'* Regeneration, as giving

spiritual life to the dead, may, nay, must, be instanta-

neous; though the person regenerated is seldom, per-

haps never, at the moment, aware of what has taken

place: but conversion may be more or less gradual, ac-

cording to various circumstances; and indeed we must
be converted more and more, or turned more and more
from sin to God and holiness, till we become perfectly

holy; and especially if any turn aside, they must again

be converted from the evil of their ways.f * Being
* placed in a state of salvation, from which it is impos-
* sible for them to fall,' belongs to another part of the

work, and will there be fully examined. Except the

words, ' resistless/ ' violent impulses,' the remainder of

the quotation is excellent; but the disposition to this

' calm and serious reflection,' here described, is the

effect of ' the special grace of God preventing us.'

» Col, Ash Wednesday. f Matt. xvii]. 3. Luke xxii. 32. Jam. v. 19.
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I might here close this part of my remarks on re-

generation: but, aware of the misconstruction, which is

often put upon the words of those, who maintain, that

baptism is not regeneration by the Holy Spirit, nor al-

ways attended with it; I deem it proper to add, that this

sentiment is not accompanied with any hesitation, as to

the propriety and scriptural authority of infant-baptism.

It appears to me, as much the christian parent's duty

to present his child to God, in baptism; as it was that

of Abraham and his descendants, to devote their male

offspring to God by circumcision. The blessing of

God must be expected, in the way of obedience to his

commandments, and observance of his ordinances: and

when all concerned in the baptism of infants, conscien-

tiously attend to their several duties, and unite in their

fervent prayers, that the children may have * the inward

' and spiritual grace of baptism;' and when the parents,

and others concerned, endeavour to " train up their

*' children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord;"

there is good ground for hope, that the blessing will be

vouchsafed, either at the time, or afterwards, if the chil-

dren live. And, in respect to those, who die, before

they commit actual sin; it is a comfort to the parents

to reflect, that they brought their children to the Saviour,

and sought his blessing, according to his own appoint-

ment. But we must not add, that those who die un-

baptized, whether by the mistake or fault of the parents,

or not, die unregenerate; and so " cannot enter the

*' kingdom of God:" for this would not only inflict a

cruel wound on the aiBIcted mind of the parents; but

would imply a reflection on the mercy and goodness of

God, to his ancient church, to the unoffending offspring

of believing Abraham, to whom he said, " I will be a

" God to thee and to thy seed." Infants were not to

be circumcised till the eighth day; no doubt numbers
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died before the eighth day; and if " the circumcision of

" the heart by the Spirit," were inseparable from that

of the body; they must die among the uncircumcised

in heart, and have their portion with them. John

Baptist, being " filled with the Holy Ghost from his

*' mother's womb," was doubtless regenerated before

he was circumcised.—And if those, whom Jeremiah

called on, to " circumcise themselves unto the Lord,

*' and take away the foreskins of their hearts;"* (a com-

mand, by the way, given to circumcised persons, ' to

' regenerate themselves,') through grace obeyed the call,

it is evident, that they were regenerated subsequent to

their sacrament of regeneration. The same was the

case of all the Israelites, who profited by the exhorta-

tions of the servants and ministers of God, before the

change of the initiatory ordinance * the sacrament of

' regeneration,' from circumcision to baptism: and the

same, is for substance the case, of all ungodly baptized

persons, who at length become " new creatures," and
'' walk in newness of life." We are required to do

our several duties; but the Lord must not be limited.

" The wind bloweth where it listeth; and thou hcarest

*' the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh,
'' and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of

" the Spirit.*'!

* Jer. iv. o, 4. (• John lii. 8.

OL.



210 REMARKS

UKMARKS ON CHAPTER III.

Of Justification, Faith, and Good Works.

P. xcvii. Note translated. ' Osiander relates twenty

' discordant opinions concerning justification.' [Bellar-

7nine.) ' Salmcron ascribes to the Lutherans twenty-

* two different opinions concerningjustiiication.'—Cardi-

nal Bellarmine was one of the most embittered and able

enemies to the reformation, which the church of Rome
ever produced; and was not very sciui)ulous about the

weapons, with which he fought the battles of that church.

Osiander was at first one of Luther's apparent coadjutors;

but he gradually turned away from the truth: and hav-

ing at length adopted and avowed, v^qw sentiments about

justification, which, after Luther's death, he falsely

ascribed to him; he was opposed by all the friends of

Luther's doctrine; and no doubt said all he could to

vilify them. I suppose Salmeron was a Papist; but my
scanty library gives me no information concerning him.

That many discordant opinions have been maintained

about justification, is certain: but that the Lutherans,

(properly so called,) held rr.s.ny discordant opinions,

was, I believe, never maintained, except by apostates,

Papists, and infidels, and such others, as speak evil of

things, that they understand not.

P. xcviii. 1. 7. ' The application^ &:c.'* Abraham'^

faith, in its nature and effects, is not only * spoken of in

* the New Testament;' but stated to be the very pattern

and standard of christian faith, and repeatedly referred to,

* ' The application of this word, (justification,) in the New Testament i

not confined to Christians. St. Paul and St. James botii speak of the just'-

'fication of Ahraliani.' •

'
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as the most complete exemplar, by which the way, of

justificatioii by faith, must be explained and illustrated.*

He wa§ not indeed a Christian, as living long before the

coming of Christ: but " he rejoiced to see the day of

" Christ, and he saw it and was glad."t It was in respect

of him,Jhat it was first said, "He believed in the Lord,

" and he accounted it to him for righteousness. "J
P. xcviii. 1. 10. ' The former &c.'§ Does St. Paul

give the least intimation, that any Jews were actually

justified by their own obedience? Or does he only mean,

that to be justified by the law, the law must not only be

heard, but obeyed; yea, perfectly obeyed, through life?

'^He is proving that both Jews and Gentiles are all

" under sin."

P. xcviii. 1. 14. ' Of the heathen, &c.'1[ That is,

God, who inspired the Scripture, foresaw, or predeter-

mined, under the Gospel-dispensation, to call the Gen-

tiles into his church; and to justify them by faith in the

divine Saviour: and, as a pre-intimation of this, the same

gospel, for substance, was preached to Abraham, when

Jehovah said to him, " In thee shall all nations be
'' blessed. "II

—
' All these fathers, martyrs, and holy men,

* whom Paul spake of, had their faith surely fixed in

' God, when all the world was against them. They did*^

* not only know God to be the Lord, Maker, and Gover-
' nor, of all men in the world: but they had a special

' confidence and trust, that he was and would be their

'God, their Comforter, Aider, Helper, Maintainer, and
' Defender. This is the Christian faith, which these

• Rom, Iv. 1—5. 9—25. Gal. iii. 6—29. Ileb. vi. 1.3—18. xi. 8—17- Jam.

ii. 22.-25. t J«l"i vi"- 56—58. \ Cen. xv. 6.

§ * The former apostle saj's of the Jews, " Not the hearers of the law ara

"just before God, but the doers of tlie law .shall be justified."

^ ' Of the heathen he sa3'S, " The Scripture -foreseeing' that God would jns-

•' tify the heathen through faith, preache oerore the gospel linto Abraiiam."

li
Gal. iii. 6—10.
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' holy men had, and we also ought to have. And
' although they were not named Christian men; yet it

' was a Christian faith that they had: for they looked

' for all benefits of God the father, through the merits of

' his Son Jesus Christ, as we now do. This difference

* is between them and us; that they looked when Christ

' should come, and we be in the time when he is come.

* Therefore, saith St. Augustine, the time is altered,

* but not the faith. For we have both one faith in one

' Christ : the same Holy Ghost, that we have, had they,

* saith St. Paul. For as the Holy Ghost doth teach us

' to trust in God, and to call upon him as our Father:

* so he did teach them to say, " Thou, Lord, art onr

" Father and Redeemer, and thy name is without begin

-

" ning and everlasting." * God gave them then grace

* to be his children, as he doth us now. But now, by the

' coming of our Saviour Christ, we have received more
' abundantly the Spirit of God in our hearts, whereby

' we may conceive a greater faith, and a surer trust, than

* many of them had. But, in effect, they and we be all

* one; we have the same faith, that they had in Christ,

' and they the same that we have.'*

P. xcix. 1. 14. * Here, Scc't It is certain, that the

apostle speaks in the passage referred to,J of nothing as

future, but of all as past. " Ye are washed, ye are

"sanctified, ye are justified, &c;" or rather, " Ye have

" been, Sec:" for all the verbs are in the past tenses.

* Homily on Faith, second part.

f
' Here St. Paul represents the Corinthi.in Christians as havi^ig' been for-

* merly guilty of great sins, but as being now washed, sanctified, and justi-

* fied; that is, as having been baptized, as having abandoned tlieir former

•wickedness, and as having been justified from their former guilt, in the

* name of Christ, and through tlie operation of the Divine Spirit at the time

* of baptism: it is evident that in this pas"sage nothing is spoken of as future;

' the washing, the sanctificatioji, the justification, were all events which had
* already taken place.'

4 1 Cor. VI, 9—11.
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But, is there any sufficient reason, for substituting the

words baptized and baptism, for washed? '* Wash me
" thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
" sin." " Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

** wash me, and I shall be whiter then snow."* " Wash
" you, make you clean, put away the evil of your do-

" ings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to

*' do well."t " O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from

" wickedness; that thou mayest be saved."J " Now do

"ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the

*' platter, but your inward part is full of ravening and

** wickedness. "§ *' The washing of regeneration, and
'* renewing by the Holy Ghost.'^Ti " Not the washing

*' away the filth of the flesh; but the answer of a good

" conscience towards God."ll " The blood of Jesus his

" Son cleanseth us from all sin."** " Now to him, that

" loved us, and washed us from our sins, in his own
" blood."ft The apostle was not speaking of baptism:

the term washed is general, and implies both sanctified

and justified: and, as the apostle says nothing of ' the

*time of baptism;' it is not proper thus to restrict his

general meaning. The subsequent citations from scrip-

ture,|:|: and from the articles,^ to prove that justification

is, in respect of Christians, a benefit already received,

and not one in future to be expected; that it takes place

in this life, and not at the day of judgment, are well

worthy the serious consideration of those, who hold

justification to be a future benefit in another'world, and

such as suppose a twofold justification, one at the time

of believing, and the other at the day ofjudgment. The

works indeed, of true believers will, at that solemn sea-

son, be adduced to prove, that their faith was living, and

* Ps. li. 2. 7. t Is. i. 16, 17. t Jet-, iv. 14. § Luke xi. 59, 40.

II Tit. iii. 5.
II

1 Pet. iii. 21. ** I John i. 7. ft I?^^' '• ^•

4t Rom. V. 1. 9. §^ Art.xii. xiii. xvil
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so justifying; but this will be only declaratory. All, on

the contrary, who professed faith in Christ, and did not

show their faith by good works, will be adjudged unbe-

lievers, or as having had a mere dead and unprofitable

faith.

P. ci. 1. 20. ' The homily^ &c.'* The single expres-

sion, ' baptized or justified,' in this connexion, does not

necessarily prove that 'justification takes place at bap

-

' tism.' Indeed if rigorously interpreted, it might be

brought to prove, that baptism and justification are the

same, which certainly was not intended. In those, who

are baptized adult, baptism is, on their part, a profes-

sion of faith in " God the Father, the Son, and the Holy

" Ghost;" and of self dedication to the God of salvation.

Their admission to baptism is a recognition or declara-

tion of their admission into the ark of Christ's church;

and a sign, seal, and pledge to them of the blessings of

salvation, especially of justification; for baptism is in

this case, what circumcision was, " a seal of the right-

*' eousness of the faith," which a man " has yet being un-

" baptized."! This forms the connexion between bap-

tism and justification: but it goes on the supposition,

that the profession of the baptized person is sincere;

that he has " the answer of a good conscience towards

" God:*' but if he be a hypocrite, or a concealed Jew, or

infidel, it is certain that baptism neither justifies him,

nor recognizes his justification. For the scripture evi-

dently connects justification with faith:| but he who

* ' The homily " On the salvation of" mankind," ' in strict conformity to

' the 12th article, speaks of • Good works necessarily to be done afterwards/

(that is, after a man is justified;") and tlie same homily uses the expression,

• baptized or just'ified,' considering justification as taking place at b:iptism,

nnd consequently in this life; ' Our office is not to pass the time of this pre-

' sent life unfi'uitfuUy and idly, after that we are baptized or justified, not

' caring how few good works we do to the glory of God, and profit of our

' neighbours.'

-|- Rom. iv. 11. t Acts xiii. 39. Rom. i. XT. iii. 22—26. 28. 30. iv.

,;—5. 24, 25. V. 1. X. 10. GuL ii. 16. iii 9—14.
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has no faith, or only a dead faith, cannot be justi^fied by

any external observance: and children, not being capa-

ble of faith, are received to baptism, on the profession

of their parents or sponsors, and the engagements in

their behalf; but it cannot with propriety be said that

they are justified in baptism, any more than that Abra-

ham's posterity were justified in circumcision. Abra-

ham was " the father of circumcision to them, who are

" not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in

" the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which
" he had yet being uncircumcised."* But it is the

office or duty of baptized, or justified persons, pro-

fessors of Christianity; to show the sincerity of their

profession by their holy and useful lives.

P. cii. 1. 4. ^ Faith^ Scc't All the worthies men-

tioned in the eleventh of Hebrews had either tradition-

al, or written revelation, containing the promise of a

Saviour4 But does the Scripture ever speak concern-

* Rom. iv. 12.

I
' Faith, in several parts of tlie New Testament, and especially in tlie

' 11th chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, is attribulecl to persons who
' lived .prior to the times of the Gospel. It is said in this chapter, that

" without faith it is impossible to please God," v. 6. ' By faltli must be here

' meant, not faith in Christ exclusively, but a species of faith, varying' in dif-

< ferent men according to the different means afforded them of knowing' and

' practising their duty. For in this chapter we find faith, a faith pleasing' to

' God, attributed to a great variety of persons living at very different times

' and under different dispensations, from Abel the son of Adam, to D;ivid and

' the prophets under the Jewish economy. The Gentiles " were a la'V unto

" themselves/' ' and their faith consisted in believing that a compliance

' with that law was acceptable to the Deity. The efficacy, however, of this

' faitli, whether in the Patriarchs, the Jews, or the Gentiles, must still be

' derived from the merits and through the mediation of Jesus Christ, who
• died' for tiie sins of the whole world. Thus it appears that no human be-

' ing was ever born into this world, and arrived at the age when he had tiu»

' full Vise of his reason, who had it not in his power to please God. Calvin

' acknowledges thatJhe word faith is used in Scripture in various senses; bii':

' my present business is to inquire i;ito its sig'nification when applied '.:.

' Christians.'

t Heh. xi.-13—40.
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ing the faith of Gentiles, who had no revelation, and no

promise of a Saviour?* " Ye were without Christ, be-

" ing aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and

" strangers from the covenants of promise, having no

" hope, and without God in the world."! Where

again do we read, that any man's faith * consisted in be-

' lieving that compliance with a law was acceptable to

* the Deity?' Or where are any spoken of as believers,

who had no revelation? Faith, in every view, must be

the crediting of some proposition, or testimony: and

cannot properly mean the reasonings, imaginations, or

conclusions of a man's own mind. The faith, spoken

of in scripture, is " the belief o^ the truth*'' the " sure

" testimony of God," and a reliance on his faithfulness

to fulfil his promises: but, without some degree of re-

velation, what has faith to rest upon? Man's most con-

fident dogmas have generally been found most egregious

errors: " The world by wisdom knew not God. "J
" Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of

" God."§— ' They are to be had accursed, that pre-

' sume to say, that every man shall be saved, by the law

' or sect, which he professes, so that he be diligent to

* frame his life according to that law and the light of

* nature. For holy Scripture doth set out unto us only

' the name of Jesus Christ, whereby men may be saved. 'H

How far this passage accords with the article, which his

Lordship requires all, who come to him for ordination,

or institution, to subscribe, the reader must determine.

* The power to please God,' has been considered in the

remarks on the first chapter: but no man has a moral

ability, or a xvilling mind^ except as communicated by

special grace: and it still remains to be proved, that

* See quotation from homilies, on p. 98. 1. 14, Refutation. f Kph. ii. 12.

4^. 1 Cor. i. 21. § Rom. X. 14-ir. '
|i Art. ^viil.
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God ever gave this special grace, this renewal unto

holiness, where he totally withheld the word of truth;

or that any, adults at least, will derive benefit from the

merits and mediation of Christ, who never believed in

him, either as an expected Redeemer, or as one already

come; or that any could be said to believe in him, who
had never heard of his name. " Forbidding us to speak

" to the Gentiles, that they might be saved."* " Who-
'* soever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
'* saved, How then shall they call on him, in whom
** they have not believed? and how shall they believe in

" him of whom they have not heard? and how shall

" they hear without a preacher? "f They cannot be-

lieve, unless revelation be sent to them; they cannot

call on the Lord, except they believe: and they cannot

be saved, if they do not call on the Lord. Calvin and

Calvinists most readily * acknowledge, that faith is used

* in scripture, in various senses:' the two grand divisions

of which are a living faith and a dead faith: but believ-

ing a man's own conjectures, or reasonings, is not one

of these various senses.

P. cii. 1. 10. ' St. Paul says^ Scc.'J It is the general

opinion of commentators, that the apostle, in the passage

» 1 Thes. ii. 16. f Rom. x. 13, 14.

+ * St. Paul says, " Though I have all faith, and have not charity, I am noth-

" ing;" *and to the Ephesians he says, "By grace are ye saved through

" faith:" 'in the former passage. Faith is declared to be an useless qualifica-

' tion; in the latter, nothing less than the power of attaining eternal salvation

is ascribed to it, through the grace of God. An useless faith, and a saving

• faith, cannot be the same; and consequently the word is used by this in-

* spired writer in different senses. The faith, which a man may possess, and

' yet be " nothing," ' is a bare belief of the truth of the Gospel, without

' any love or gratitude to God for the blessings it conveys, or any practical

' regard to the duties it enjoins. The faith, which is the means of salva-

' tion, is that belief of the truth of the Gospel, which produces obedience

• to its precepts, and is accompanied by a firm reliance upon the meiits of

* Christ. That there is a species of faith which is of no value, we learn al>^.

• from St. James, " Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, beinjj alone "

VOL. I. F f .
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referred to,* at the opening of this quotation, means by

" faith," a special reliance on the promised power of

God, to enable a man to work miracles in the name of

Christ; which it is clear some had, who were destitute

of that " faith, which worketh by love. * ' Our Saviour

* seems plainly to inform us, that men might prophesy,

*and cast out devils, and do mighty works in his name,

' and yet be workers of inicjuity, and persons whom he

' would not own at the last day.'f This, however, has

no immediate connection with our subject. In other

respects the quotation expresses the sentiments of a

great majority, indeed of nearly all, who are called the

evangelical clergy: especially this sentence, ' The faith,

' which is the means of salvation, is that belief of the

^ truth of the Gospel, which produces obedience to its

* precepts, and is accompanied by a firm reliance on the

* merits of Christ.' To produce is very different from to

contain^ which many would substitute for it.
—

' Good
* works, which are the fruits of faith and follow after

* justification—do spring out necessarily of a true and

' lively faith, insomuch, that a lively faith may be as

* evidently known by them, as a tree discerned by its

* fruit. 'I
' No man should think, that he hath that lively

* faith, which the Scripture commandeth, when he liveth

* not obediently to God's laws; for all good works spring

* out of that fiiith.'^^ An excellent passage is afterwards

quoted in ' The Refutation' from the same homily, which

needs not be here reprinted, as the reader will do well,

carefully to peruse the whole, in the Book of Homilies,

If any, called evangelical clergymen, do not approve of

this doctrine, thus stated from Scripture and the au-

thorized writings of our church, we who do, (a large

• 1 Cor. x'.ii. 2. t V/liUby c'.i 1 Cor. \u'). 2. * Art. xii. f^ Homily

on Faitli, 3d Part.
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majority,) only request, that we may not be confounded

with them.

P. cv. Translation of note from Bp. Bull.* This

passage from Bp. Bull exactly describes what we disap-

provcy as tliat before from * the Refutation,' what we

approve. ' Faith produces^'' says the Refutation; 'Faith

' comprises,^ says Bp. Bull. The former we Calvinists

maintain; the latter we wholly reject, as inconsistent

with salvation of grace, and justification by faith alone.

' St. Paul declareth,—nothing upon the behalf of man
' concerning his justification, but only a true and lively

* faith; which nevertheless is the gift of God, and not

' man's only work without God. And yet that faith doth

' not shut out repentance, hope, love, dread, and the fear

' of God, to be joined with faith, in every man that is

' justified: but it shuttcth them out from the office of

/ justifying. So that, although they be all present togcth-

' er in him that is justified, yet they justify not altogeth-

' er. Neither doth faith shut out the justice of our good
' works, necessarily to be done afterwards, of duty to-

' wards God: (for we are most bounden to serve God,

' in doing good deeds, commanded by him in his holy

* Scripture, all the days of our life:) but it excludeth

* ihem, so that we may not do them to this intent, that

* we may be made just by doing them. For all the good
' works that we do be imperfect, and therefore not able

' to deserve our justification: but our justification doth

' come freely by the mere mercy of God; and of so

' great and free mercy, that whereas all the world was

* ' That fiiith, to which so many and great things are ascribed in the

' ifew Testament, mast by no means be taken for a single and simple virtue,

' For, in its circuit, it comprises all the works of Christian piety. But every

' where, when it is_ taken for a work distinct by itself, and disjointed from all

' other virtues; so far is the Holy Spirit from ascribing to it the first part,

' th^t it is r)lace.d by St. Rio.l liimsdf pf;cr lovp, almost in The third place.-
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* not able ot themselves to pay any part towards their

' ransom, it pleased our heavenly Father, of his infinite

' mercy, without any of our desert, or deserving, to pre-

' pare for us the most precious jewels of Christ's body

* and blood, whereby our ransom might be fully paid,

' und his justice fully satisfied. So that Christ is now the

' Righteousness of all them, that do truly believe in

' him. He for them paid their ransom by his death; He
' for them fulfilled the law in his life. So that now, in

' him and by him, every true christian man maybe
* called a fulfiller of the law; for as much, as that Avhich

' their infirmity lacked, Christ's justice hath supplied.'*

—
' Our faith in Christ, as it were, saith unto us thus:

' It is not I who take away your sins; but it is Christ

' only; and to him only, I send you for that purpose, for-

' saking therein all your good virtues, words, thoughts,

' and works, and only putting your trust in Christ.f

* Because faith doth directly send us to Christ for re-

* mission of our sins; and that by faith given us of God,
* we embrace the promise of God's mercy, and of the

' remission of our sins, (which thing none of our own
* virtues and works properly doeth,) therefore the Scrip-

* ture useth to say, that faith without works doth justi-

'
fy.'J It is a childish objection, wherewith, in the matter

* of justification, our adversaries do so greatly please

' themselves, exclaiming that we tread all christian vir-

* tues under our feet, and require nothing but faith; bc-

* cause we teach that faith alone justiiieth. Whereas by

' this speech, we never meant to exclude eitiier hope or

* charity, from being always joined, as inseparable mates

' with faith, in the man that is justified; or works fron^.

' being added as necessary duties, required at the hands

• Homily of salvation, first part. | Homily of salvation, second part

\ Homily of salvation, third purt.
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' of every justified man. But to show, that faith is the

' only hand, which putteth on Christ for justification:

' and Christ the only garment, which, being so put on,

* covereth the shame of our defiled natures, hideth the

' imperfection of our works, preserveth us blameless in

' the sight of God; before whom, otherwise, the weak-

' ness of our faith were cause sufficient to make us cul-

* pable, yea, to shut us from the kingdom of God, where

' nothing that is not absolute can enter.'*—The view

given, in the last remark, of faith as producing good

works, coincides with this: but that which states faith,

as containing -within it all other christian graces, is per-^

fectly incompatible: for, on that supposition, it might as

properly be said, that repentance, that hope, that love,

alone, justifies us, as that faith alone justifies us. Un-

doubtedly the apostle meant by the faith which ahideth,

along with hope and love, living justifying faith: but

lovcy "the requirement of the law," "the fruit of the

" Spirit;" the very image of 'Irod, who " is Love;'*^ the

very essence of heavenly holiness and happiness, is far

greater than faith, though it cannot perform the office of

faith. Faith and hope are, so to speak, the scaffi3lding

of that building, by which fallen man is to become an

eternal " habitation of God through the Spirit:" but love

is the building itself: and when that is finished, the

scafiblding shall be taken down. Now the building*

which shall remain to eternity, and for the sake of which

the scaffolding was prepared, must be vastly greater

than the scaffolding itself; though that was indispensa-

bly necessary.

P. cvi. 1. 23. ' The general^ Sjic.'f ' The condi-

* Hooker. This and several other quotations from Hpoker, were made b /

tlie author, in ' The Force of Truth,' published about thirty-two years ago.

f
' The general doctrine of justification thus stated, may be resolved into

' ihcse tliree parts: first, the meritorious cause on account of ',\h;ch v.c are



222
^

REMARKS

• tion to be performed by ourselves to render that cause

' efficacious,' might here be objected to. The clause,

however, may admit of a sound construction: but as no

word, answering to the English words, terms^ conditionsx

conditio7ialy are used in Scripture, on this subject; as the

sacred writers fully expressed their meaning without

them; and as these terms are often misunderstood, and

liable to be misunderstood; we hope to be excused

from employing them in our discussions. Nothing, as

a condition, a means, an instrument, a sine qua nouj by

which some, rather than others, are " made the righte-

" ousness of God in Christ," can be mentioned, pro-

perly, except " faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the

*' gift of God.'* The quotation, though rather long, is

•justified: secondly, the condition to be performed by ourselves, to render

• that cause efficacious: and, thirdly, the motive which led to the appoint-

' ment of this mode of justification. First, God is said to have " set forth

" Christ to be our propitiation, lo declare his righteousness for the remission

"of sins." Christ is our propitiation, th.it is, the atonement made by his

' death is the meritorious cause ofttl; remission ofour sins, or of ouv justifi-

' cation. The characteristic blessing of the christian rehgion is, that it pro*

' vides a satisfaction for sin: to this inestimable benefit it has an exclusive

• claim: "By Him all that believe are justified from all things, from whicli

" they could not be justified by the law of Moses," or by any previous dis-

• pensation. Secondly, does this cause operate necessarily, and produce our

' iustification as its unavoidable efPect? No; it operates " through faith in his

" blood;" that is, the means by which it operates is our faith in the death of

• Christ. If we have not that faith, if we do not embrace the gospel when pro-

' posed to us, Christ is not our propitiation; and, consequently, faith is the

• condition to be performed by ourselves, to render the death of Christ ef-

" fectual to our justification. And the same thing is expressed in a preced-

' ing verse, " The righteousness of God [is manifested^ which is by faltli of

" Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all them, that believe;" belief or faith is

• here also pronounced to be the condition ofjustification. Thirdly, the mo-

' tive which led to the appointment of this mode ofjustification, is contained

' in these words, *' being justified freely by God's grace;" it was the mercy of

" God, his good will towards men, which alone induced him to appoint this

•gracious mode of justification. It was done "freely" and gratuitously,

' without any merit in us, any claim on our part, when we were all sinners,

« when the whole world was guilty in the sight of God, and must otherwise

' have perished everlastingly. " Wliere is boasting then? It is excluded. By

" what law? Of works' Nay, but by the law" of faith.''
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adduced, in order to express an approbation of it, as by-

no means, materially differing from the views, which

the evangelical clergy have of this subject.

P. cvii. Note, from Barrow. ' The apostle^ &c.**

* The gospel was preached T^efore unto Abraham,'! " If

" thou. Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, O Lord, who
" shall stand? But there is forgiveness with thee, that

•' thou mayst be feared."^ " Seek the Lord, while

•* he may be found;" *' Call ye upon him while he is

** near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un-

" righteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto

" the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our

*' God, and he will abundantly pardon."§ These, and

numerous other express and energetick passages, in the

Old Testament, contain most * manifest overtures or

' promises of pardon.' It is indeed a truth, worthy of

peculiar notice, that ' the light of nature doth only

' direct to duty, condemning every man in his own
* judgment and conscience, who transgresseth; but as

* to pardon, in case of transgression, it is silent.' Yet,

the very opening of revelation, the light, not of nature,

but of grace, revealed " the Seed of the woman, who

* * The apostle (St. Paul) in this discourse, says Dr. Barrow, implies that

' no precedent dispensation had exhibited any manifest overture or promise

* of pardon, and upon that account we are in a main point defective; for the

' light of nature doth only direct to duty, condemning every man in his own

'judgment and conscience, who trangresseth; but as to pardon, in case of

* trangression, it is blind and silent: and the law of Moses rigorously exacteth

' punctual obedience, denouncing in express terms a condemnation and curse

* to the transgressors of it in any part: and so it was a lav/ ou tfuv^t^eva;

' ^atovonnTui, not able to give life. Gal. iii. 21, or save us from death. Hence
* doth the apostle lay down this as the foundation of this whole dispute, that

'- the gospel alone was the power of God through faith to the salvation both of

' Jew and Gentile,' Rom. i. 16, 17, 'because in that alone was the righteous-

' ness of God by faith revealed to beget faith in them, even the faith by

* v/hicli the just shall live, declaring that no precedent dispensation could

' justify any man, and that a man is justified by faith, or hath an absolula

* need of such a justification as that which the go,-pel tendereth.'

t Gal. iii. g. ^ Ps. csxx. 3, 4 § Is. Iv. 6, 7.
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*' should bruise the serpent's head:" and forgiveness

and salvation, through tliis Redeemer, is the grand sub-

ject of the Old Testament. *' Search the Scriptures,

*' for in them ye think, that ye have eternal life, and

" they ore they which testify of me." *' The testimony

*' of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy." Nay, the strict,

rigorous, and unbending, yet *' holy, just, and good

" law," was delivered from mount Sinai, especially to

show the people their need of this Redeemer and Salva-

tion; which were typified, in the mercy-seat, the ark,

the sacrifices, and all the worship, afterwards by divine

appointment offered on mount Zion. " The gospel is

" the power of God unto salvation," as fully revealing

that Saviour, who was thus predicted and prefigured;

as contrasted with the philosophy of the Gentiles, and

the traditions of the Jewish scribes;* as distinguished

from *' the law which worketh wrath;"! and as preached

to the Gentiles, attended " with the Holy Ghost sent

" down from heaven."$ But as *' Abraham was justi-

" fied by faith," and all those eminent saints, mention-

ed in the eleventh of Hebrews, *' through faith obtain-

*' ed a good report;" how can it be said, that ' no pre-

* cedent dispensation could justify any man?*^

P. cix. 1. 7. ' Boasting, &c.'|l The law of Moses,

* 1 Cor. i. 21—25. t J^'"™- i^'- ^5, 16. \ 1 Pet. i. 12.

§ See quotation from liotnilies, on p. 98. 1. 14. Refutation.

!1
• Boasting cannot be excluded by the law of works, tiiat is, by the law

' Moses, because in that dispensation God sent no one to be " the propl-

'^ tiation for our sins;" no one " g'ave himself for us, an offering and a sacri-

^' fice to God;'' there is no *' Mediator between God and men;" and therefore

' if the woibs of the Mosaic law do justify, it must be on account of their

• own merit, and the performance of them must be attended with a ground

' for boasting. It is otlierwise with " the law of faith," or tlie gospel of

' Christ, where boasting is excluded by denying merit to faith, and by rc-

ferring all merit to Christ, from whose death the justifying efficacy of faith

• is wholly derived. This is a fundamental difference between the two cove-

' nants, the law of works and the law of faith, tiie dispensation of Moses and

' the gospel of Christ.'
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as distinguished from any other law, real or supposed,

in the matter of justification, will be considered here-

after. But " the Covenant, that was confirmed before

'' of God In Christ, the law which was four hundred
" and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should

" make the promise of none effect. For if the inherit-

** ance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but
*' God gave it to Abraham by promise."— '' Is the

" law then against the promises of God? God forbid!

*' for if there had been a law given which could have
*' given life, verily righteousness should have been by
'* the law. But the scripture hath concluded all under
*' sin; that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might
" be given to them that believe."* This passage clear-

ly sho\vs, that there never was a law given to fallen man,

by which life could be obtained: and that " the covenant

" confirmed by God in Christ," with Abraham, was

not disannulled by the Mosaick law, and the Sinai-

covenant. Under the legal dispensation, Israel as a na-

tion, was under the covenant made at mount Sinai,

which especially related to temporal and national mer-

cies and judgments: but individuals, if believers, were

justified and saved, according to the covenant made
with Abraham, by faith in the promised Redeemer; and

circumcision was to them " a seal of the righteousness

" of faith." If unbelievers, they remained under the

curse of the violated law, and without any benefit from

the promised Saviour; and all unbelievers, even under

the Christian dispensation, do the same. The princi-

pal appointments of the ceremonial law, were sacramen-

tal prefigurations of the wa}' of salvation by Christ; as

the Lord's supper is now a commemoration of the death

of the promised Saviour. They were to believers

• Ral. ill 16^2?.

VOL. I, c s:
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* means of grace,' and acts of worship; acceptable to

God, through the blood of Christ, who was typified by

that of the sacrifices: but to unbelievers they were mere

formality, or hypocrisy, Christ was the Mediator, from

the first promise, given to fallen Adam;* but this was

more clearly shown, by the Abrahamick covenant.

Doubtless, the New Testament is a far clearer discovery

of salvation, than any which preceded. " Our Saviour

" Jesus Christ hath brought life and immortality to light

" by the Gospel. "f But from the beginning, all be-

lievers were saved in the same way, and in heaven they

doubtless join in the same song; *' Worthy is the

" Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to God
** with his blood:" Even *' the Lamb slain from the

•' foundation of the world. "J
—

' The dispensation of

* Moses, contained the types and promises of a Saviour:

* but " the law of works" simply means, ' the require-

' ment and the sanction of the law.'

P. cix. Note.§ When Christ had made the real

and all-sufficient propitiation for sins; and the Gospel

had been openly preached to the Jews: all who adhered

to the law, and rejected the Saviour, remained under

'the Mosaick dispensation, as independent of the Chris-^

^ tian:' the legal sacrifices had lost all their efiicacy: the

• Gen. iil. 15. j <t&)r/ir:tv7w. Diiicoverinsj as by a lamp brought i*.

(Beza.J t Rtv. v. 8, 9. xiii. 8.

§ ' Upon the subject of ' the Efficacy of the Mosaick Atonement as applied

' to cases of moral transgression,' vide Dr. Mrig'ce's Discourses, V. i. p. oQ^.

' The learned, author admits that ' the blood of bulls and of go^ts could not

' take away sins,' but as connected, in the eye of faith, with tint more pre-

* cious blood-shedding which can " purge the conscience from dead works

'* to serve the living God." ' If therefore we consider the Mosaick Disjienja-

' tion as independent of the Christian, if we suppose Moses to have delivered

* the law to the Jews, and Christ not to have died for tlie sins of mankind,

" the legal sacrifices would have had no atoning power witli respect to moral

' guilt. The efficacy of all propitiation fur sin is derived from the merits and

" sufferings of Christ.'
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ceremonial law became as a bond, which having been

paid, is cancelled, and has no validity: its institutions

were neither means of grace, acceptable acts of worship,

professions of faith, nor sacramental signs of spiritual

blessings; as they had before been. It is of the law,

thus adhered to, after the publication of the Gospel,

that St. Paul speaks in many places of the New Tes-

tament.* ' The efficacy of all propitiation for sin is

' derived from the merits and sufferings of Christ:' and

they, who with ' the eye of faith' connected the legal

sacrifices, with this all-sufficient atonement, received

the benefit of it; but they, who after his coming, op-

posed these sacrifices to his atonement, could not pos-

sibly derive any benefit from them.

P. ex. 1. 17. * The Lord^ &c.'| This passage is an

excellent statement of the doctrine, concerning the

mutual imputation of our sins to Chiist, and of his

righteousness to all true believers.

P. cxi. Note 1, from Allen. ^ God gives, &c.'|:

The same may be said of this note also.

* Gal. Iv. 9. 24. V. 1—3. Col. il. 16, 17- Heh. viil. 1:>.

•j- " The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of u.s all;" " Who his own self

'•'bare our sins in his own body;" " lie was made sin for us, who knew no

" sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him," " Of him are

" ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us Wisdom, and Rig'hteousness,

'and Sanctificatlon, and Redemption." 'There is, as it were, a mutual trans-

'fer of the sins of men to Christ, and of Christ's rig'hteousness to men; so

' that God Jio longer " imputeth tlieir trespasses unto tiiem," ' and lie is " the

" Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." ' Christ being himself/' without

"sin,'' voluntarily underwent the punishment due to sin; and we enjoy the

* benefits of his righteousness and passion, in being " reconciled to God,''§

* and made " heirs of salvation."^f

+ ' God gives us all these benefits of the new covenant as certainly for the
* sake of Clirlst and iiis righteousness, as if we had satisfied !iim, and ineiitt d
' them ourselves; and thus far Christ's righteousness is ours in its cfif'ects, and
' imputed 1o us in that we are thus used for it, and shall be judged accord.

'Ingly.'

^ ?Cor. V rn. «r lieb. \. 14.
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P. cxi. Note 2. ' It has, &c.'* Ail the credit,

protection, and advantage, attached to a good citizen

and loyal subject, are the rcAvard of justification, in hu-

man affairs: and all the honour, i|nd happiness, which

God confers on those, who enjoy his full and everlasting

favour, are the reward connected with justification, in

the concerns of religion.

p. cxii. 1. 1. ' This, S.-.c'l This passage concedes

a great deal, in the argument concerning justification.

P. cxii. 1. 20. ' Faith then, &c.':j: According to

this statement, it appears, that faith itself is our righte-

ousness; instead of forming that relation to Christ, by

which we are " made the righteousness of God in him.'*

This is not, however, his Lordship's deliberate state-

ment, in a subsequent (p. 147, Refutation,) part of the

* ' It has been observed, that justification is a forensic term. We are to sup-

' pose a moral agent called before a competent tribunal, to answer whether

' he has obeyed the laws wliich were prescribed to him as the rule of his con-

' duct: if upon examir.ation it shidl appear, that he has obeyed the laws, he

* has a right to the sentence of justification; but if it sliall appear that he has

' not obeyed them, he is subject to the sentence of condemnation. Strictly

' speaking-, reward is not included in the idea ofjustification.'

f ' This is what St. Paul means, when he says, " to liim tliat worketh, is

" the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt." 'Uniform obedience being

' the duty ofevery man, a single transgression would destroy the right to

•justification, and " in many things we offend all." ' Since then justification

' is due to no one on the ground of works, or uniform obedience, to whomso-

^ ever justification is granted, it must be an act of grace. It rested witli God
' to declare upon what condition he would grant this act of grace, and we
' have seen tliat it ple.ised him to appoint faith in Ciirist as this condition;

' and therefore, as St. Paul says in the ne.Kt ver.'ie, "to liim tliat worketh

" not," * (that is, wlio has not by !iis works obeyed tlie law under which he

' formerly live-i) " but belie.veth on him that justlflelh tlie ungodly, his faith

" is counted for righteousness," ' and soon after he says, " Therefore it is of

' faith, that it might be by grace.'

% ' Faith then stands in tl-ie place of righteousness, cr uniform obedience;

' and through the mercy of God obtains for the transgressor that justification

'^ as an act of grace, v/hicli his own uniform obedience, had it taken place,

' would have obtained for him as a debt of justice, but which he; could not

' chiiiUj because he had nut bc>e'i uniformly o'!>edient.''
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work. * The spring of it, mercy; the meritorious

' cause, the merits and atonement of Christ; the condi-

^ tion of it, faith on our part.'*—The pages, which are

passed over, without remark, must be supposed, either

as approved, or not liable to any material objection, in

the opinion of the Author of these Remarks: and yet,

not so important in the argument, as to render it proper

to quote them.

P. cxvii. Note. Simon Magus's opinion concern-

ing justification, as mentioned by Irenasus, will be con-

sidered, in the remarks on the sixth chapter.

P. cxviii. Note 1. 'Many of the ancients, and

among them Augustine, think that the Epistle of

' James, and the First of John, and that of Jude, and

• that which is called the Second of Peter, were writteif

' against those, who, corruptly interpreting Paul's epis-

* ties, said that faith Avithout good works was sufficient

' for salvation.'t There can be no doubt, but many

things in these epistles were written against the senti-

ments here mentioned; whether the persons, who held

them, inferred them from a perverse interpretation of

St. Paul's epistles, or not. It is the settled judgment

of nearly all, if not quite all, the evangelical clergy,

that such a faith, as is without good works, is wholly in-

sufficient for salvation: and that no faith justifies, which

does not evidence itself living and genuine by good

works; as ' certainly as a tree is known by its fruits.*

Our views of justification by faith alone, do not lead us

to suppose that an unproductive, inefficient, dead faith

will justify any man; or that any one will eventually be

saved, who does not perform good works, according to

the time and opportunities allotted him, after having be-^

lieved in Christ; but merely that these good works dc

* p. 106, 107, Refutation. t ^P ?ulL
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not combine with faith, in his justification. And here

in general, his Lordship coincides with us.

P. cxviii. 1. 8. 'St. Jamesy &c.'* Is there any ground
in Scripture, for the marked distinction between cere-

monial worksy and works of moral obedience, as to this

grand question, How shall men be justified before God?
Abraham's justification preceded the giving of the ce-

remonial law, and even the appointment of circumcision:

yet he was not justified by works, in any degree; but by
faith exclusively. What his Lordship has before stated,!

forbids the idea, of his maintaining, that we can, either

in whole or in part, be justified before God, by obeying

the moral law, unless through life we obey it perfectly;

' a single transgression would destroy the right of jus-

' tification, and in many things we offend all.' Hath
God indeed given any law to man, by his obedience to

which he may be justified? <' If there had been a law
" given, which could have given life, verily righteous-
" ness should have been by the law. But the Scripture

* ' St. James uses the word faith, not in the sense in which it was used by
• St. Paul when speaking ofjustification, but in the sense in which it was used
' by those whose opinions he is combating-, namely, bare belief, without pro-

•• ducing inward purity or practical obedience: this is evident by his attribut-
' ing- the faith, of which he is speaking, to devils. By works, he means not
' the ceremonial vrorks of the Mosaick law, which were rejected by St. Paul,
" but works of benevolence and conformity to tlie will of God, as appears
' from the illustration of " a brother or sister who is naked snd destitute of
= daily food,"+ and from the examples of Abraham and Rahab,§ who gave
• proof of their faith by their actions. And by the word justify he docs not
• mean, as St. Paul di4, justification or remission of past sins at the time of
• admission into the Christian covenant, but the continuance in a state ofjus-
tification, which would be followed by salvation; and here again he con-

'forms himself to the language of tiiose whose error he is refuting. In reason-
' ing upon this point, he asks, ," Can faith save him;'"!! 'Implying, that the
' faith spoken of is insufficient for salvation.'

jF. Ill, 112, Refutation.

r J-.m. ii. 15, 16. § Jam. ii. 21 and'25. ^ Jara. ii. 14.
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^* hath concluded* all under sin, that the promise that is

" by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that

" believe."! The ceremonial law was beyond doubt

principally concerned in the disputations excited by the

Judaizing teachers; which, apart from the question con-

cerning justification, with which they were closely con-

nected, involved another question, of great importance

at that time; viz. Whether the Gentile converts were

bound to become Jews, (as well as christians,) by re-

ceiving circumcision, and obeying the ritual law of

Moses: and whether the Jewish converts were still

bound to observe the legal ceremonies.—The instances

of Abraham and Rahab, ' who gave proofof theirfaith

' by their actions,' and who were not under the cere-

monial law, shows, that works of moral obedience were,

indeed, exclusively intended by St. James: but it by no

means follows that works of ceremonial obedience were

exclusively meant by St. Paul.

P. cxix. 1. 17. * But if &c.'J Would "dead faith,''

* bare belief, without producing inward purity, or prac-

"• tical obedience, the faith of devils,* bring a person

into a state of justification? His Lordship has repeated-

ly marked the difference between true living faith, and

this worthless assent to the truth; ^ and has ascribed

justification to the former exclusively. Yet here, by

some inadvertency, it is supposed, that a man is brought

* I'jHKXaaiv. Shut up together as close pi-isoners. Luke v. 6. Rom. xi.

32. Gal. iii. 23. Gr. f Gal. iii. 21, "22.

t • But if it be insufRcIent for salvation in the world to oome, Itis insuffi-

^ cient to keep a person in a state of justification in this world; and according-ly

' the apostle soon after says, " By works a man is justified, and not by faith

"^ only;"fl 'that is, faith only will not preserve a man in a justified state; it

'must be accompanied by works, for "Faith without works is dead." * It

' is evident that the faith here spoken ofmay exist without works; and In that

' case it is of no avail to salvation.'

§ P. 103—105, Refutation.

Tf Jam. ii. 24.
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into a state of justification by a dead faith, which, how-

ever, is insufficient to keep him in that state. Dead

faith can only be accompanied by formal and dead

works: and will this dead faith and these dead works,

combined, either justify a man, or ' pieserve him in a

* justified state?'—Would James have conceded, that

the faith, which he had spoken of as vain, was sufficient

to bring a man into a justified state? and that the vain

men, of whom he speaks, were once justified believers?

Or, is it supposed, that living faith, having justified the

possessor, expires, or * degenerates into dead faith?'

As coniinuancCy and preservation in a justified state, arc

not mentioned by the apostle, we may conclude, that he

did not intend to convey that sentiment. " Because of

" unbelief, they were broken oft', and thou standest by

" faith."* " For by faith ye stand."t " Who are kept

** by the power of God through faith unto salvation. ":j:

St. Paul evidently meant, that faith alone formed a sin-

ner's relation to Christ, and so, through his rigliteous-

ness and atonement, justified him before God: but this

justifying faith is living and operative, ^vorks by love,

and produces the fruits of holy ^obedience: and St.

James evidently meant, that no faith, which was not

productive of good works justified a man before God.

being dead and worthless. There is therefore a sound

sense, in which a man may be said " to be justified by

" works, and not by faith only." His works must

show, that his faith is living; and justify him, as a pro-

fessed servant of God, from every change or suspicion

of hypocrisy: and they will be adduced as evidence of

his having been a true believer, at the day of judgment.

St. James, however, does not say, that a man is justified

before God by works; and probably he meant, t\i-

» Rom. xi. 20.
-f
2 Cor. I. 24. + 1 Pet. I 5.
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dentially before the church and the world. But St.

Paul and St. James are perfectly agreed, that nothing

** availeth hi Christ Jesus/' (or for justification,) " but
'* faith which worketh by love."*

P. cxx. 1. 2. ' St. Paul, &c.'t This can only mean,

tliat the two words justify, and ivorks, without some

addition, do not occur in the same sentence, in St. Paul's

writings: and yet even this is not quite correct. *' If

*' Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof
*' to glory."! Here works are excluded from justify

«

ing Abraham; and ceremonial works, or works of the

law, could not be intended. The same is manifestly

shown, though not in exactly the same words, in many
other places. " By grace are ye saved, through faith,

*' and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not

" of works, lest any man should boast; for we are his

*' workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
'* works, which God hath before ordained, that we
*' should walk in them."§ Here ivories, of every kind,

are excluded from having saved us; and a new creation

onto good works is considered as a part of our salvation.

Works in general must then be excluded from any

share in our justification.—" Who hath saved us, and

" called us with an holy calling, not according to our

*• works, but according to his own purpose and grace. "*{[

" Not by works of righteousness, which we have done,

" but according to his mercy he saved us,"—" That

* Gal. V. 6.

{-. ' Whenever St. Paul, in speaking' of justification, uses the word works

' or deeds, he invariably adds " of the law;" ' he frequently says, "a man is

" not justified by the works of the laiv," but not once does he say, a man is

' not justified by works: so scrupulous is he upon this point, that he repeats

• the expression, " works of the law," ' three times in one verse. The works,

• therefore, which he I'ejects from any share in Justification, are the reie-

• monial works of the law, for which tiie Judaizlng' Christians contended '

t Rom. Iv. ". & Eph. Ji.S— in •! ^ Tim. i, 9

VOL. T. . M h
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' being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs

" according to the hope of eternal Hfe."* No distinc-

tion is here made between one sort of works and

another; or rather, " works of righteousness" properly

mean ' obedience to the moral law.'—*' Therefore b\'

" the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified before

'* God, for by the law is the kowledge of sin."—By
what law is " the knowledge of sin?" By the moral, or

by the ritual law?—" I had not known sin, but by the

" law; for 1 had not known lust, except the law had

" said, Thou shalt not covet."t Indeed all the apos-

tle's preceding discourse had been concerning the vio-

lations of the moral law, without one reference to the

ceremonies: " by which he proved both Jews and Gen-

" tiles to be all under sin;" in order to stop every

mouth, and bring in the whole world " guilty before

" God." '* Therefore by the works of the law, &c."±

Indeed it docs not appear, why ceremonial works ex-

clusively, should be meant by the " works of the law."

Though ceremonial observances introduced the subject,

in the second of Galatians; yet the apostle afterwards

says, " I through the law, am dead to the law:" which

accords to his language elsewhere, when he says, " I

' was alive without the law once, but when the com-
"' mandment came, sin revived and Idied;"§ where the

moral law exclusively is meant beyond all doubt: and

he adds, " If righteousness come by the law, then

" Christ is dead in vain;" whicli equally holds good of

the moral as of the ritual law.— *' As many as are of the

*' works of the law are under the curse: for it is written;

" Cursed is every one, that continueth not in all things

*' written in the book of the law to do them."^ Now

* Tit. ill. 4—7- f Kom. vii. 7. Bn^u^uixv. O-jk im^vy.y.g-it;. Covet-

Jnj, Thou shalt not ca'vet. ^iJHom. iii. 9— 20. § Conip. Rom. vii,

7._9^ with Gal. ii. 19—21. "H Clid. iii. 10.
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the passage, to which the apostle refers, wholly treats of

sins against the moral law, without a single intimation

of the ceremonies.* " The works of the law," there-

fore, do not exclude works of obedience to the moral

law.—It was the tenth commandment, " Thou shalt not

** cov^ct," which slew the self-righteous hopes of Saul

of Tarsus.—-Even real good works, " the fruits of the

" Spirit," (and let it be noted, that nothing else are

called good ivorks, in the New Testament,) can do

nothing towards our justification.— ' Good works, which
* are the fruits of faith, and follow after justification,

' cannot put away our sins, and endure the severity of

' God's judgment."! 'And also you have heard the

' ancient authors' minds of this saying, Faith in Christ

' only justifieth man, so plainly declared, that you sec,

* that the true meaning of this proposition, or saying,

* We be justified by faith in Christ alone, (according

* to the meaning of the ancient authors,) is this: we put
* our trust in Christ that we may be justified by God's
^ free mercy, and the merits of our Saviour Christ only;

' and by no virtue or good works of our own that is in

* us, or that we can be able to have, or to do, for to de-

* serve the same: Christ himself only being the merito-

* rious cause thereof. '$

Let it not be thought, that we exclude good works

from our system. These have their place, and that of

the greatest importance, yea, of absolute necessity: but

it is not, as to our justification, in the least degree, ex-

cept as evidencing our faith to be living and justify^

ing.— ' It may seem somewhat extreme, whicli I will

* speak; therefore let every one judge of it, even as his

* own heart shall tell him, and no otherwise. I will but

V only make a demand: if God should yield unto us,

* Deut. xsvIL 15.- 26. f Art xii. t Homily of salvation, third part.
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not as unto Abraham; if fifty, forty, tiiirty, twenty,

yea, or if ten good persons can be found in a city; for

their sukes, that city should not be destroyed. But

and if he should make an offer thus large: Search all

the generations of men, since the fall of our father

Adam; find one man, that hath done one action, which

hath passed from him pure, v/ithout any blemish, or

stain at all; and for that man's only action, neither

men nor angels shall feel the torments which are pre-

pared for both. Do you think, that this ransom, to

deliver men and angels, could be Ibund among the

sons of men? The best things which we do, have

something in them to be pardoned; how then can we

do any thing meritorious, or worthy to be rewarded.

—

We acknowledge the dutiful necessity of doing well;

but the meritorious dignity of doing well we utterly

renounce. The little fruit, which we have, in holiness,

it is, God knoweth, corrupt and unsound; we put no

confidence at all in it; we challenge nothing in the

world for it; we dare not call God to reckoning, as if

we had him in our debt-books. Our continual suit to

him is, and must be, to bear with our infirmities, and

to pardon our offences.'* In this quotation, the judi-

cious Hooker goes even beyond our sentiments. The
word unsoiindy seems too strong to be applied to the

real good works of believers, " the fruits of the Spirit,"

yet these are grievously defective. As " the fruits of

'' the Spirit," they are most holy: but, like very excel-

lent wine, when put into a cask, which has not been

fully cleansed; as performed by us, they lose much of

their fine flavour, and contract a disagreeable taste from

the vessel, through which they have passed.—We must;

therefore still contend, that all works of man are wholly

* Hooker.
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excluded from any share in our justification: and, what-

ever difference there may be in other respects, between

moral and ceremonial works, there is none in this grand

concern.

P. cxx. Note. * Calvin, &c.'* We caji bear it,

with calmness, when faith, or even repentance, is called

the condition of justification; though we think the lan-

guage inappropriate and iinscriptural: but we must most

decidedly oppose the idea, of our works, in any sense,

being ' the appointed condition of justification:' not

merely, because ' there is boasting in works,' but also,

because it is antiscr'iptural. Faith is " the gift of God:'^

and so boasting is excluded: faith does not justify us,

except as it receives Christ, that we may be " made
" the righteousness of God in him." No one passage,

either in Scripture, or in the authorized writings of our

church, can be adduced, in support of the sentiment.

The language of St. James implies no such thing.

** Seest thou, how faith wrought with his works, and

" by works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture

** was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed in God^
' * and it ,was imputed to him for righteousness; and he

*' was called the friend of God." '* As the body, witb-

*' out the spirit is dead; so faith without works is dead
^' also." Working and moving, evidence a man to bs

alive, and distinguish him from a dead corpse: but they

are not the condition of his being made alive, in any

measure or degree: being entirely subsequent to it; as

good works are to our justification. How far this note

* * Calvin concludes, that if works have any share in justification, there

' is boasting in works: this by no means follows; for we do not saj tiiat works
' have any intrinsic nierit, but that they are the appointed condition of jus-

• tification. The same objection would hold against the doctrine ofjustifica-

* tion by faith, for we are not allowed to boast of faith., or to consider it a$

' possessing any intrinsic merit.'
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accords with his Lordship's statement, in the preceding

pages, others must judge, ' The faith, which is the

' means of salvation, is that belief of the truth of the

* gospel, which produces obedience to its precepts.'*

Now, if faith justifies, and obedience or good works arc

produced by faith; how can these zuhsequem works be

the condition of the precedent justification? ' Works
' done before the grace of Christ, and the inspiration of

' his Spirit, are not pleasant to God; forasmuch as they

' spring not of faith in Jesus Christ: neither do they

', make men meet to receive grace,—yea rather, for that

' they are not done as God hath willed and commanded
' them to be done, we doubt not but they have the na-

' ture of sin.'t Works, then, before faith, are worth-

less, and cannot be the appointed condition of justifica-

tion: and works done after faith are too late; for the man^

who doeth them, has been previously justified.

P. cxxi. Note. ^ Abraham, h.c.^X How far this ac-

cords with justification being uniformly spoken of, as a

past transaction, in respect of believers, may be a ques-

tion.^ But, according to the general doctrine, of those,

who are decided in respect of justification by faith alone,

justification is a. permanent, not a transient, act of God.

A believer's justification may be more clearly manifest-

ed to the soul by God, at one time, than at another; and

it may be more clearly evidenced, by the man's con-

duct, at one time, than at another. It is, however, an

abiding state of acceptance with God; and whether ever

'Snally lost or not, is not here the question. No doubt,

• Page 103, Refutation. 7" Art. xiii.

if
• Abraham seems to have been justified tliree times, first, when by the

' command of Ciod he left liis own country, Secondly, when he belived God's

' promise of numerous descendants; and, Thirdly, whe:i he obeyed God's

« command to offer his son.'

f Page 99—102: Refutation.
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Abraham was justified, when he believed, and obeyed,

and left, at God's command, his country and his father's

house: but this was not declared, as far as we know,

till a considerable time afterwards; when "he believed

*' in the Lord, and it was imputed to him for righteous-

" ness."* His faith was afterwards especially evi-

denced, when he obeyed the hard command of offering

Isaac as a burnt- offering. But it is not said in the his-

tory, that he was then justified. His faith was, howev-

er, the spring and motive of his obedience, and was

most illustriously displayed. He had before been jus-

tified, in the sight of God; and by this triumphant

work of faith and labour of love, his justification was

evidenced, and declaratively recognized, and published

to mankind, for the instruction of all future generations.

P, cxxi. last line. ^ God foreseemgy^Qj'-\ "God

• Gen. sv. 6. Rom. iv. S. 9. Jam. ii. 23.

f
' God, foreseeing that the faith of Abraham was of that true and lively

' nature, which would produce obedience, whenever an opportunity offered,

' imputed it to him for righteousness; and. accordingly he did obey upon the

' very trying occasion of God's commanding him to "offer Isaac his son upon.

" the altar:" hi.s " Faith wrought with his works;" that is, his faith produced
•' this act of obedience; by it lilS

'•' Faith was made perfect;" ' and it was pro.

' ved, that he possessed tlie genuine principle of human conduct, a confoi--

' mlty to the will of God; he w a.; therefore "justified by works," fur If lie

' had not done this work, or at least expressed a sincere readiness to do it, be

' would not have been justified, disobedience to the convmands of God being

' incompatible with a state ofjustification. Hence it follows that faith, which

' produced works, was the faith which justified Abraham, and consequently

' the faith which St. Paul meant, when, in arguing upon justification by faith,

' he appealed to the justification of Abraham. St. Paul's assertion, therefore,

' is this; Abraham was justified by faith which produced works: .St. .lames^s

' is, Ahiaham was justified by works, which proceeded from faith. These as-

' sertions are in substance the same, and St. James, in pointing out the true

'nature of Abraham's faith, only intended to correct the error of those, who
' had misinterpreted the doctrine of St. Paul. This instance of Abraham'.'?

' justification; the still earlier examples of Noah, Enoch, and Abel; and the

' more recent ones of Gideon, David, and the prophets under the Mosaic

' teconomy, mentioned by St. Paul upon anotl;er occasion, mark the uniform

-

' i!y of God's dealings with mankind hi every period of tlie world, andestab-
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" who knovveth the hearts," not only foresaw^ but saw

at the time, ' that the faith of Abraham was of that true

' and lively nature, which would produce obedience,

* whenever an opportunity offered. Upon the trying

* occasion of God's commanding him to " offer Isaac

" his son upon the altar," his " faith wrought with his

*' works;" that is, ' his faith /?rod/wc<?rf obedience, by it

* his "faith was made perfect," ' and it was proved, &c.'

All this, for substance, is the view, that Calvinists in

general would give of this passage.— ' Disobedience to

* the commands of God being incompatible with a state

* of justification.' No doubt, deliberate habitual dis-

obedience is here meant: for " in many things we offend

" all.*' Abraham's conduct, in denying his wife, and

saying '* my soul shall live because of thee,"* implied

no small degree of unblief and distrust, and reliance on

a creature; and was not conformity to the will of God.

In other respects the statement in these pages, as recon-

ciling the doctrine of the two apostles, is to me satisfac-

tory. The language, produce^ produced, (not contams,)

should not pass unnoticed.

P. cxxiii. 1. 14. ' It is, &:c»'t Nothing can be a

more gross perversion of any doctrine, than to maintain,

that a dead and barren faith is sufiicient to justification

and salvation; because the Scripture teaches us that we

are justified and saved by a living, operative, and fruit-

' lish tlicse fmidamentul and univei sal principles of the divine dispensations,

' that "without faith it is impossible to please God;" and that " faitli with-

" out works is dead."

• Gen. xii. 13.

* * It is scarcely possible to imagine a more gross perversion of any doc •

* trine, than that which we have been now considering-. St. Paul meant, that

* ceremonial wovks were not necess.ary fie/ore justification; whereas these men
' pretended St. Paul's authority for maintaining that moral works were not

* necessary afier justification. Ceremonial works are not necessary to obtain

'justification in this world; therefore, say they, moral works are not neces-

* sary to obtain justification or salvation in the world to come.'
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ful faith: but how far the statement here given is scrip-

tural, or agrees with the authorized writings of our

church, may be questioned. Did St. Paul mean, that

moral works were needful before justification, though

ceremonial works were not? And needful, in order to

justification? for that is the question. If so, where were

the moral works of the Corinthians to whom St. Paul

preached the gospel? " Such were some of you; but

" ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justi-

" fied, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit

'' of our God."*—" To him that worketh not, but be-

*' lieveth in him, that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is

'* counted for righteousness. Even as David also de-

" scribeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God
" imputeth righteousness without works. "f " What
" shall we sav then? that the Gentiles, which followed

" not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness,

" even the righteousness of faith. But Israel, which

" followed after the law of righteousness, hath not at-

" tained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Be=

" cause they sought it not by faith, but as it were by
" the works of the law: for they stumbled at that stum-

" biing-stone."J Was any true believer ever excluded

from justification, because he had not previously done

moral works? And whattare moral works? Doubtless

acts of obedience to the moral law of God. But " the

" carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not sub-

" ject to the law of God, nor indeed can be."§ And
therefore all * works which spring not from fliitli in

' Christ,—we doubt not have the nature of sin.'

Again, did St. Paul teach that ceremonial works were.

needful after justification? for this the distinction seems

• 1 Cor. vi. 9—11. t liom. ix. 30—32.

t Roin. iv. 3—5. § Rom. viii. 7, 8.

VOL. I. I i
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to imply. * Therefore say they,' moral works are not

" necessary to obtain justification, or salvation in the

^ world to come.' Justification has before been shown

by his Lordship to belong to this life, and is distinguish-

ed from salvation.''* That good works are not neces-

sary to justification, has been shown; for they spring

from justifying faith, and are " the fruits of the Spirit:"

but they are needful for *' salvation in the life to come:"

not as in any sense meriting that blessedness; but as

evidencing our faith to be living and justifying; and for

\'arious other important purposes: as it will be shown

hereafter,

P. cxxiii. 1. 25. * Faith, Scc't His Lordship hath

fully shown, that such a faith as is here described, can-

not justify4 ^^^ Ito^v could they be kept in a state of

justification, who, having only a dead faith, never were

justified? Dead faith is no better than direct unbelief;

and, " he that believeth not the Son shall not see life,

*' but the wrath of God abideth on him;"§ and in this

state he must abide, unless he believe with a true and

living faith.

P. cxxiv, 1, 11. ' If they disobey, the pardon is can-

'*
celled.* Habitual disobedience proves a professed be-

liever's faith to be dead and worthless. If he never had

any other faith, he never was pardoned; and therefore

his pardon cannot be cancelled. It needs not here be

argued, whether living faith ever fails, or degenerates

into dead faith: but the language of Scripture is very

expressive, respecting forgiveness of sins, " As far as

* rage 100—102, Refutation.

\ Faith alone is sufficient; meaning, instead of a true and lively fkilh pro-

» ductivp of obedience, a bai-e assent to the trutli of the gospel, without any

' practical regard to its precepts. They vainh' hoped that this spurious faith

' would keep them in a state of justification in this life, and finally procure

« them salvation in the next.'

i^ Pages 104, 105, Refutation. ^ John iii, 36.
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" the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our

" transgressions from us."* " I will forgive their ini-

*' quity, and I will remember their sin no more.^^y

""The iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there

" shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall

*' not be found: for I will pardon them whom I re-

*' serve. ":j:
'' Thou hast cast all my sins behind thy

" back."^ " He will subdue our iniquities, and thou

" wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. "If

What is sunk in shallow water, may be got up again;

but that which sinks to the bottom, in the depths of the

sea, will never more be brought forth. " There is no
*' condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who
" walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit."l| " They
" shall not come into condemnation; but are passed

" from death unto life."** They, who *' in time of

** temptation fell away," had " no root in themselves:"

'' the foolish virgins had no oil in their vessels;" and the

intruder, at the marriage-feast, had not the wedding-

garment. Indeed * the servant, ^those debt was for-

' given by his Lord, but who afterwards refused to for-

* give his fellow -servant, was severely rebuked, and de-

* livered to the tormentors to suffer punishment, for thaH
* very debt which had been forgiven. 'ft And how far

this single instance of a cancelled forgiveness, so much
as intimated in Scripture, is to preponderate against all

the texts before quoted, the reader must determine.

Expositors in general think, that circumstances in para-

bles are to be explained according to the clear import

of other Scriptures; and not used to decide controverted

points of doctrine. The language of him, vv^ho owed

* Vs. ciii. 12. t Jer. xxxi. "A- Ileb. vui. 12. x. 17. t Jer. 3. 20,

§ Is. xxxvii). IT- Tf Mic. vii. 19. "! Rom. vili, 1. ** John v. 24.

it Kefutalion.
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tlie immciibe sum of ten thousand talents, " Have pa-

" tience with me, and I will pay thee all;" of which he

had no prospect, was very dissimilar from that of the

publican, " God be merciful to me, a sinner!"—-"When
** they liad nothing to pa}'^, he frankly forgave them
*' both." And his harsh treatment of his fellow- servant,

is as little like the part of that " faith, which worketh by
** love;" as his undertaking to pay the whole debt was

like the contrition and humility of a true penitent. If,

however, a true believer loses his living faith, and com-

mits sins, and does not deeply repent; his pardon no

doubt is cancelled, and he will finally perish: nay, if he

fall into sin, or grow negligent in his duty; he will lose

" the joy of God's salvation," and be exposed to alarms,

and rebukes, and sharp corrections; till he become zea-

lous and repent.

P. cxxiv. 1. 18. * To the much, &c.'* Dead faith

does not justify: living faith will preserve the believer

in a justified state. Concerning this the scriptural lan-

guage is very dccidetl. " By faith ye stand."t *' We
" walk by faith."! " Above all taking the shield of
*' faith, whereby ye shall be able to quench all the fiery

H darts of the wicked."^ *' Fight the good fight of faith,

'< lay hold on eternal life." " The life, which I now
" live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of

" God."1I Certainly that faith, which does not work

by love, can do none of these things: neither can it give

• the first entrance into a state of justification.' But

faith which " worketh by love," will manifest itself by

• • To the much agitated question, therefore, whether works be necessary

'* to justification, we answer, that if by justification be meant the first cn-

• trance into a state of justification, works are not necessary; if by justifica-

• tion be meant the continuance in a state of justification, works are neces-

' sary.'

f See on p. 119, Refutation. t 2 Cor. v. 7.

(j Eph. vi. 16. 1 Tim. vi. 12- H Gal. ii. 20.
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" the work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of

" hope," and " patient continuance in well-doing:'*

yet, after all, to the very last, it is by faith alone, that

we abide in a justified state: because, to the last, we
are in ourselves sinners; our best days are days of im-

perfect obedience; our best actions are imperfect, defec-

tive, if not defiled; and our dying prayer must be,

" God be merciful to me a sinner."* Forgiveness is

only, by the blood of Christ, and by faith in him; and

therefore faith alone saves the sinner from first to last:

though not a faith which is solitary or alone in him,

who is saved; but one, which produces good works, as

certainly as a good tree brings forth good fruit. " But
** ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy

^faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in

** the love of God; looking for the mercy of our Lord
** Jesus Christ, unto eternal life."!

P. cxxiv. 1. 24. ' By this, Scc.'J By the simple

distinction between living faith^ and deadfaith, all this

is more completely answered; many other difficulties

are removed; apparent inconsistencies reconciled, and

pernicious inferences obviated.

P. cxxiv—cxxviii. It appears to me, that his Lord-

ship, in these pages, has decidedly the best of the ar-

gument, in those pt^^'ts, (whether y^i/A, and the merits

of Christ mean the same thing,) respecting w*hich he

differs from Dr. Pearson, christian advocate of the Uni-

* See note on p. 81, Refutation. f Jude 20, 21.

± ' By this distinction, we support the fundamental principle of the gospel,

'justification by faith in Christ; and at the same time secure the main pur-

* pose of our Saviour's incarnation and death, "who gave himself for us,

" that he might redeem us from all iniqiiity, and purify unto himself a pe-

" culiar people, zealous of good works;" we show tlie consistency of justift-

' cation by faith alone with tlie necessity of personal righteousness and holi-

' ness; we vindicate the mercy of God and tlie atonement of Christ, while ve
* afford the strongest possible sanction to the cause of moral virtue

'
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versity of Cambridge. But this is not our present con-

cern.

P. cxxvii. Note. ' Whoever, &c.'* This note con-

tains an important instruction. Faith bears the same

relation to revealed truth, which the eye does to light:

without the one, the other must be useless; and God
would never have created eyes, if he had not created, or

purposed to create, light. " The sure testimony of

" God," is that which faith credits and trusts; and thus

the simplest believer is made " wise unto eternal salva-

*' tion, by faith in Jesus Christ," But all other faith, in

matters of religion, must either be mere opinion, or

credit given to human testimony reasoning, or authority.

P. cxxix. 1. 6. ' The word, Jic.'f There was, it

seems, only one place, in which it was convenient to

translate the word ma-TK, belief: for it is the same word,

which is in other places rendered faith. It is used in

the New Testament, in varied senses.

P. cxxix. 1. 20. * No man, &c.'t If this be well

grounded, as no doubt it is, what are we to think of

that statement concerning faith, which has lately been

considered? §

• ' Whoever will examine the numerous passages of Sa-ipture, in which

* the word faith occurs, without any adjunct. "'lU find that something- is

* always understood. Faith must have an oh ft. Faith is of itself an im-

' perfect expression, though perhaps from its frequent use, and the obvious-

• ness of tl»e pei'soa or thing signified, it is scarcely noticed as such. The
• name of faith, says Hooker^ being properly and strictly taken, it must needu

• have reference unto some uttered word as the object of belief.'

f The word believe, in all its various inflexions, occurs many hundred

* times, but, if I mistake not, the word belief occurs only once, iw the New
• Testament.'

i:
' No man, says the learned and judicious Hooker, can attain belief by tlie

* bare contemplation of heaven and earth, for tliat they neither are sufficient

* to give us as much as the least spark of liglit, concerning the very princi-

• pal mysteries of our faith.'

§ Pages 102, 103, Refutation.
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P. cxxx. 1. 1. ' That belief:'^ " Dead faith" may
thus existi and often does: but not the faith which is

living and operative; and which *' worketh by love,"

" overcometh the world," and 'may be as evidently

'known, as a tree is discerned by the fruit.'

P. cxxx. Note from Doddridge. ' As it f^.'f This

quotation is sufficient, in respect of what is adduced

about the faith spoken of, in the thirteenth of the first

of Corinthians.

P. cxxxi. 1. 2. * We have, &c.'| In what respects

love is greater than even true faith has before been

shown: § and no doubt, it is far more easy to prevail

with men to adopt a new creed, than to lead a new life.

Man's arguments and persuasions, especially when re-

commended by selfish motives, will do the former: but

God alone, by a new creation, can effect the latter.

—

" We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus

" unto good works. "T[ * And lest any one should be

* deceived, for lack of a right understanding thereof, it

* ' That belief or faith maj' exist, unaccompanied by any of the christian

• \'irtues and graces, appears from the case of Simon Magus, already re-

ferred to, who is said to have " believed," and yet " his heart was not right

" in the sight of God;" he was " in the gall of bitterness, and in tlie bond of

'iniquity."

f
* As it is here supposed that this faith might in fact be separated from

* love, it cannot signify the same as in the Epistle to the Romans, where it is

' such an assent to a divine declaration as produces a suitable temper and
' conduct.' Doddridge.

4:
' We have therefore this apostle's authority, not only for maintaining the

' possibility of faith existing without charity, and its utter inefFicacy in that

' case, but also tor considering charity as superior to faith when tliey " abide"

' together. Nor is it difficult to comprehend the reason of this superiority;

' for surely it is more easy to convince the understanding of the truth of the

' gospel, than to correct tjie selfishness of our nature, and to impress our
' minds with the principles of divine love, or piety towards God, and of uni.

• versal benevolence towards men, so as to practise both, in the degree re-

* quired by our holy religion, namely, to " love God with all our heai't, and
* soul, and strength," and " our neighbour as ourselves."

6 On p. 103, Refutation. ^ Epli. ii. 10.
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* is diligently to be noted, that faith is taken in the

* Scripture, two manner of ways. There is one faith,

* which in Scripture is called a dead faith, which bring-

' eth forth no good works; but is idle, barren, and un-

* fruitful. And this faith, by the holy apostle St. James,

* is compared to the faith of devils, which believe God
* to be true and just, and tremble for fear; yet they do

' nothing well, but all evil. And such faith have the

* wicked and naughty christian people, which confess

* God, as St. Paul saith, in their mouths, but " deny

" him in their deeds, being abominable, and without

*' the right faith, =^ and to all good works reprovable."

— * It consisteth only in believing the word of God,

* that it is true. And this is not properly called faith.

* But as he that readeth Caesar's Commentary, believing

* the same to be true, hath thereby a knowledge of

* Caesar's life, and notable acts, because he believeth

* the history of Caesar, of whom he looketh for no help

* or benefit: even so he, who believeth all that is spoken

< of God in the Bible is true; and yet liveth so ungodly,

* that he cannot look to enjoy the promises and benefits

* of God; although it may be said, that such a man hath

' a faith and belief to the words of God; yet it cannot

* be said, that he believeth in God.'— ' Another faith

' there is in Scripture, which is not, as the aforesaid

* faith, idle, unfruitful, and dead, but worketh by cha-

* rity, &c.'— ' This faith doth not lie dead in the heart,

' but is lively and fruitful in bringing forth good

* works.'!—Now this faith certainly cannot consist

without charity: and we have no controversy with any

• Tit. i. If). Aa^iiSuc from ATntB-iai. John iii. 36. Horn. si. 30. xv. 31. Gr.

AVordsfrom this root, soinetimcs convey the idea of unbelief, and at others,

of disobedience. Heb. iii. 18. 1 Pet. ii. 7, 8. GV.

I llomily on faith, first part.
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man, about another kind of faith: but this both justi-

fies, and preserves a man, in a justified state.

P. cxxxii. 1. 2, ' Suppose^ &c.'* Is not this the

case with nominal Christians, as certainly as it was of

Jews, not to say heathens?

^ 1, 11. ''Having, &c.'f Baptism ^ where it may
be had, is essential to *'the obedience of faith," which

must be incomplete, where this sacred ordinance is

neglected; and the Lord's supper is essential in the

same way: but are either of them ' essential to entitle a

* man to the blessings of the new and gracious dispen-

' sation?' Are they so essential, that no one can be

saved without them? If so, we are both justified and

saved by baptism, or by the Lord's supper, and not by

faith. Faith is essential: because without faith no adult

can be justified; and, because all who believe are jus-

tified; but can this be said of baptism? " In Christ

** Jesus, neither circumcision availeth any thing nor un-

" circumcision; but faith, which worketh by love."^"

Eagerness for either baptism, or any other external ob-

servance, often arises, especially in persons newly

brought under concern about their souls, from misap-

prehension, and leads to an ungrounded confidence, of

• ' Suppose hirrij which was the case of every Jew and of every heathen,

' to have been guilty of a variety of sins.'

f 'Having understood that baptism was essential to entitle liim to the bles.-

' sings of this new and merciful dispensation, of the divine authority of which

•he "was. fully persuaded, he would eagerly apply to some one of those who
•were commissioned to baptize; and baptism, administered according to the

' appointed form to a true believer, would cunvey justification; or in otlier

* words, the baptized person would receive remission of his past sii"is, would

* be reconciled to God, and be accounted just and i-ighteous in his sight.

—

' Baptism would not only wash away the guilt of all his former sins, both

' original and actual, and procure to him acceptance with God; but it would
' also communicate a portion of divine grace, to counteract the depravitv-ef

' his nature, and to strengthen his good resolutions.'

t Gal. V. 6.

VOL. r. K k
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being in a state of acceptance, though not partakers of

faith working by love; of which neither their tempers

nor conduct give any clear evidence. We ought indeed

to " make haste, and dehiy not to keep God's com-
" mandments:" yet the exhortation concerning the

Lord's supper is " Let a man examine himself; and so

*' let him cat of that bread, and drink of that cup."*—

>

And why it should not be the same, in respect of bap-

tism, as received by adults, does not appear: but being

' eager to be baptized,' under a persuasion, that it is

essential to salvation, counteracts the exhortation.

—

Concerning such an eagerness we read nothing in the

New Testament, except the Ethiopian treasurer be

supposed a case in point. His situation, however, was

peculiar: he had for the first time heard a christian mi-,

nister, and, having before manifested a pious, enquir-

ing, humble, and teachable disposition, he was at once

fully convinced, that " Jesus was the Christ, the Son of

" God." He was journeying to a far distant land, re-

mote from the ministers of Christ, where none would

be found to administer baptism; and before he parted

with his kind instructor, " He says. See here is water,

" what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip

*' said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou may-
*' est: and he answered and said, I believe that Jesus

*' Christ is tlie Son of God."f Nov/, nothing can be

more clear, than that if his profession was sincere, (as no

doubt it was), he was "justified by faith," before he

was baptized: and that his baptism was a profession of

his faith, "and a seal of the- righteousness of the faith,

" which he had yet being unbaptized."| But if he had

not truly believed, would his baptism have conveyed

justification? The unbaptized true believer, therefore

«

• 1 Cor. xi.23. f Acts viii. 36—38. -t
Rom. iv. 1'/..
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is *' justified by faith," before he is baptized; and his

baptism is the profession of his faith, the recognition of

that profession, his admission into the church of Christ,

and a pledge to assure him of the blessing. It is also

' a means of grace,' for the confirming and strengthen-

ing of his. faith.— ' Sacraments—be sure witnesses and

* effectual sig?is of grace, and God's good will towards

* us, by which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth

^ not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our

'faith.'* 'Baptism is also a sign oi regeneration, or

' new-birth, whereby, as by an instrument, they who
' receive baptism rightly, are grafted into the church,

* the promises of the forgiveness of sins, and of our

* adoption to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost,

' are visibly signed and sealed: faith is confirmed, and

* grace increased, by virtue of prayer unto God.'f

—

Now these words are not of the same import, with those

quoted from the Refutation, They do not assert, that

* baptism conveys justification,' even to a true believer;

or that the baptized person would receive remission of

his past sins, would be reconciled to God, and account-

edjust and righteous in his sight. They only declare,

that these blessings are ' visibly signed and sealed;'

even as Abraham's righteousness of faith, was signed'

and sealed by circumcision: but he had been pardoned,

reconciled, and justified before. God ' conveys justi-

' fication,' not by baptism, but by faidi, not to the bap-

tized person, but to him who believeth; not at the time

of baptism, but at the time of believing: and baptism is

the sign and seal of this. Neither does the article say,

that ' baptism would wash away sin,' which the blood

of Christ alone can do; but * that the promises of for-

' giveness are thereby signed and sealed;' nor jrt, that

* Art. xsv. t ^rt' xxvii.
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baptism ' com-muuicates a portion of divine grace, &c.'

but that ' faith is confirmed, and grace increased by

' virtue of prayer unto God.' A portion of grace and

faith, therefore, had previously been communicated.

—

In no other instance, than that before mentioned, do we

read of an eagerness for baptism, in the New Testa-

ment; unless the application of the Pharisees and Sad-

duceestoJohn Baptist, be so considered: and we know

what warnings and instructions he gave them on the

occasion.* The mention of baptism, on the day of

Pentecost, came from Peter, not from his hearers; he

was earnest with them to show that they truly repented

of having crucified the Lord of glory, and of all their

other sins, by openly professing their faith in him,

whom they had crucified, as risen and ascended, f Ana-

nias urged Saul to "Arise and be baptized, and wash
*' away his sins, calling on the name of the Lord."|—

Saul's earnestness had been in prayer: '* Behold he

**prayeth;" not about baptism; to which probably, af--

ter he understood the extreme atrociousness of his past

conduct, he supposed he was not a proper person to be

admitted. The centurion and his friends were earnest

to hear the wqrd of salvation from Peter: but even after

their faith had been attested, by the pouring out of the

Holy Spirit on them, as on the apostles, at the day of

Pentecost; they showed no eagerness to be baptised;

and the proposal of it was made, not by them, but by

the apostle.') The alarmed jailor was eager to have the

important question answered, " What must I do to be

" saved?" and he was baptized that same night: but he

seems to have been more earnest to show the sincerity

of his repentance ^nd faith, by his works, than to be

» Matt. iii. r— 1'2.
f Acts ii. 56—40. t Acts xsii. 16.

§ Acts X, 33. 43—48. 2fi. 14—18.
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baptized. He first brought Paul and Silas out of the

stocks and the dungeon; and then, having heard the

word of life, and believed, " he took them the same
*' hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and then

" he professed his faith by baptism:" and " when he had
*• brought them into his own house, he set meat before

'* them." Thus his '* faith worked by love," (for

Christ's sake,) of the very men, whom he had the

evening before treated with contumelious cruelty on

the same account.* Indeed, in what part of th^ Scrip-

tures is baptism in express terms joined with justifica-

tion? Or, where is it intimated, that sins, committed

before baptism, are washed away, in any other manner,

than sins committed after baptism?—^Baptism is never

expressly mentioned in connexion with justification, or

even with remission of sins, except in the case of Saul,

which has been repeatedly considered.

P. cxxxii. 1. 27. ' Faith^ &c.'t True faith is always

attended by repentance; but does not, I apprehend, in-

clude it: for then we might as properly be said to be

justified by repentance, as by faith:—but where is bap-

tism said to be * invariably, the instrument or external

^ form, by which justification was conveyed?' To adult

believers, it was " the seal of the righteousness of the

" faith, which they had yet being unbaptized." In dis-

cussions of this kind, proof \% required, and not merely

assertion.

P. cxxxiii. 1, 16. * It is plain i &c.'| All, who had

* Acts xvi. 23—3'i.

f
* Faith therefore, including- repentance for former ofFenceSj was, as far as

* the person himself was concerned, the sole I'equisite for justification. No
'previous work was enjoined; but baptism was invariably the instrument, or

* extfernal fornn, by which justification was conveyed.'

ij: ' It is plain that these men v/ere justified by faith, and by faith only.

' Here arises the important question, whether a person thus converted, bap-

- tized, and justified, must necessarily continue ia a state of justificatipn?
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true faith were justified by faith, alone; but if any man

had not true faith, no profession, either at baptism, or

in any other way, could justify him. The term neces-

sarily is not expressive of our ideas; which are simply,

that God has promised, through Christ's intercession,

and according to his everlasting covenant, to preserve

the true believer from finally losing his justified state.

But it must here be observed, that wherever his Lord-

ship speaks of justification by faith alone, he evidently

means livirig faith; but when he comes to speak of con-

tinuance in a justified state, he as uniformly, by some

inadvertency, substitutes a dead faith, which none of us

think will either continue a man in a justified state, or

bring him into it. We only hold that the same faith,

which justifies, will continue the person in a justified

state; unless it fails, or degenerates into a dead faith;

which we suppose, (either truly or erroneously,) it

never does. Even the highest supralapsarian Calvinist

never supposes that a dead faith will continue a man in

a justified state; or ensure his perseverance: for in fact

he has nothing, in which to persevere, except formality

and hypocrisy. And few maintain any other persever-

ance, than that of '* patient continuance in well doing;"

of " bringing forth fruit with, patience;'* or of being

brought back from every deviation, by rebukes and

stripes, with deep repentance, weeping, and supplica-

tion.—The evangelical clergy, it may confidently be

' Certainly not. Upon wliat then did liis continuance depend? Upon his be-

' lief of the doctrinesj and obedienne to the precepts of the gospel, that is^

' upon the performance of the conditions of tlie covenant into which he had

* entered by the holy rile of baptism, and which he had engaged to observe.

* Jf he really performed these conditions, he continued in a state of justin-

< cation; and if he persevered to the end of his life, his salvation was secured.

* But if he did not perform these conditions, he was no longer in a state of

•justification, but again become liable to God's wrath, and if he died in his

* sins, his apostasy from the truth would be an aggrava,tion of his guilt and

* punishment.'
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said, have in general, as deep an abhorrence, as any of

their opponents can have, of the detestable sentiment,

that a justified person may, without danger, live accord-

ing to the inclinations of the carnal mind» No doubt, a

few extravagant enthusiasts have spoken this language,

and even language more shocking than I should choose

to transcribe; but why are all Calvinists to be answera-

ble for the tenets of a few individuals, whom they, with

all earnestness protest against? So far indeed are the

evangelical clergy from countenancing this sentiment,

that a large proportion of them do not so much as hold

the doctrine of final perseverance, as stated in the most

guarded manner: and perhaps in the whole body, not

one can be mentioned, who holds it, in any other sense,

than has been above described. I should deem it an

important end answered by this publication, if I might

be admitted, (as one, by years, experience, and obser-

vation, in some measure competent,) to explain to our

accusers, and opponents what we do, and what we do

KOt, maintain: for, misapprehensions of the most serious

nature give occasion to accusations and censures, which

we by no means merit: That we believe and avow

some, and many, things, which numbers do not, is true,

and we do not wish to shrink from the fair investiga-

tion of our sentiments: but those charges, or clamours,

by which we are rendered most obnoxious in the eyes

of the public, are wholly ungrounded; as all will find,

who bestow the pains to read our publications. We
hold that none can possess scriptural proof or assurance

of his justification, except as his faith produces holy

fruits: that none can preserve this assurance, except by
*' patient continuance in well doing:" that none, having

by sin, lost this assurance, can regain it, except by

renewed and deep repentance, and works meet for re-

pentance: that, in order to posscs^i and preserve assured
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hope, we must, after the apostle's example, " keep

" under the body, and keep it in subjection," *' crucify

" the flesh with its affections and lusts," and press for-

ward in our christian course: and that God who appoints

the end, appoints also the means. Exhortations, in-

structions, warnings, are to be used by ministers; watch-

ing, prayer, self-denial, and in many cases, fasting, by

the Christian himself. The ministers, who neglect the

means which they^ught to use, have no reason to ex-

pect, that their supposed converts will persevere: nor

have any professed believers, who neglect the means

appointed for them, the least right to expect, that they

shall be " kept by the power of God, through faith unto

*' salvation."—God knows how long each of us shall

live: yet this implies the knowledge also, that each per-

son will use, or neglect, certain means, for the con-

tinuance of life. If a man's death come on him by. his

wilfully refusing sustenance, or by taking poison; God
foreknew this also; and took it into the account. Our

Lord certainly knew the time appointed for his cruci-

fixion: yet he used various precautions, to defeat the

machinations of his enemies, till his time was come. .

P. cxxxiv—cxxxvi. These pages contain a long

note, chiefly quotations from Bishop Bull, and Dr.

Whitby; but as there is in it nothing materially dif-

ferent from what has been considered; and as neither of

these writers is authority^ it is not necessary to make

any remarks.

P. cxxxvi. L 13. ' St. Paul, hc.'^ St. Paul indeed

• St. Paul tells the Romans and Galatians, that they have been justified;

* and yet be gives them rules for their conduct, the observance of whicli he

' represents iiS essential to their salvation. But liad lie considered tlieir justifi-

^ cation as necessarily continuing; had he conceived salvation in the next world

' as inevitably following' justification in this, all advice would have been .su-

* perfluous: nor could he liave felt or expressed any ans,iety for the future

' welfare of the converts. Nay, he speaks of " some, who liaving put away a
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says, in general, to the Romans, *' Therefore being
'' justified by faith, we have peace with God, through
" our Lord Jesus Christ:"* but surely no one will

infer from this, that he considered it as infallibly cer-

tain, that every professed christian at Rome was in a

justified state, at the time when he wrote this epistle!

Having not been at Rome, he had no personal ac-

quaintance with the christians there: but he knew that

all true believers were justified: and in the judgment of

charity he supposed them to be what they professed to

be. He does not, however, so much as say, even in

this general sense, to the Galatians, that they were jus-

tified: nay, he plainly tells them, that '* he stood in

" doubt of them."—It would have been impossible, in

writing to collective bodies, to draw lines of distinction

between individuals, and professing the same faith, ex-
cept by distinguishing true faith from all counterfeits;

and by calling on them, to beware, lest they deceived
themselves.! When admitted into the church by bap-
tism, they continued a part of it, unless excommuni-
cated The collective body must be addressed as be-

lievers; and the warnings, and cautions, and calls to

self-examination, sufficiently proved to them, that the

apostle did not mean, they should individually take it

for granted, that they were, without exception, what
they professed to be. But had he spoken of their past

justification, nay, of their final salvation, in as absolute

and unqualified terms, as he did of those who sailed

with him, when he said, " There shall be no loss of
" any man's life among you;"J it would by no means
have been superfluous, to show them, by what means,

*' good conscience, concerning faith »iad made shipwreck." « These men must
• have lost that state of justification which they once had, and have failed of
' salvation.*

• Rom. V. 1. f Gal. v. 2—5. vi. 3. 7, 8. t Acts xxvii. 22—24. 31

VOL. I. L 1
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and in what way, this absolute promise, or declaration,'

must be accomplished. *' Except these abide in the

' ship, ye cannot be saved,"—Probably, the apostle

felt no anxiety about the event, as to the preservation

of the lives of those who sailed with him; though he

deemed it proper to caution them; for their lives were

individually secured by promise. But he felt much
anxiety about those, whom, in the judgment of charity,

he addressed as christians: because he did not certainly

know, that every one of them was a true christian, and

interested in the promises, which, we suppose, secure

true christians. He loved them as children, and he was

cast down at every thing, which made him fear, lest

any of them should be found to come short of salva-

tion.—He who supposes, that a belief respecting the

divine decrees, exempts a man from anxiety, on his

own account, or that of those whom he loves, except as

it induces reliance on God, and submission to his holy

will; has little experimental acquaintance with the sub--

ject; and will not readily, enter into the apostle's feel-

ings, when he says, ^' My little children, of whom I

" travail in birth again, till Christ is formed in you,'**

As for those, who had made shipwreck of their faith;

before it is allowed, that they ' had lost the state of jus-

' tification, which they once had;' it must be proved,

that they ever had any better faith than that of the

stony ground hearers; " believed for a time, but hav-

'^' ing no root in themselves, in time of temptation fell

" away.'^t

J*, cxxxvii. Note, ' This^ &c,'| This was the

^ Gal. iv. 15—19. f Luke vni. 15. 1 John. ii. 19.

i^ ? This is acknowledged by i3r. Doddridge:—Several of the Jewish Chris-

< t-ians discovered a disposition to rest in an external and empty profession of

* religipn, probably from an abuse of the doctrine of justification by faith.'

(Pf^f. to St. Jamefs Epistle.)
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case with others, as well as the Jewish Christians, and

always has been, more or less> in every age. A proud

£!elf.righteous rejection of the scriptural doctrine con-

cerning justification, and a licentious perversion of it,

have at all times been as the Scylla and Charybdis, in

this part of Theology: and the Holy Spirit alone can

safely guide us, at an equal distance from the rock on

the right hand, and the whirlpool on the left. " I lead

** in the paths of righteousness, in the midst of the paths

" ofjudgment."*

P. cxxxviii. 1. 12. * He does, &c.'t Are ' sincere

^ faith, and ' a bare beliefof the gospel^^ the same thing?

If they are not, v^'hy is the one used, when justification

is spoken of; and the other substituted, when con-

tinuance in a justified state is mentioned? Let the terms

be reversed, ' He does not mean to assert, that a bare

' beliefofthe gospel Aoxi^ will not justify a man, when
* first converted to the gospel, by procuring his remis-

* sion of sins committed by him previously to his con-

' version; but that when a man has been converted and

'justified, sincerefaith will not keep him in a justified

* state.* Every one sees the glaring absurdity of such

a proposition: but this arises solely from the use of the

two different terms, as if denoting the same thing. A
bare belief of the gospel never justified any man; and

therefore cannot keep him in a justified state. If any one

loses a justified state; it is, because he loses living faith,

and retains only a dead faith.

P. cxxxviii. 1, 25. ' He describes^ &c.'J This

• Pi-ov. viii. 20.

f ' He' (St. Jame.s) * does not mean to assert, that sincere faith alone will

' not justify a man when fii'st converted to the gospel, by procuring him re-

' mission of the sins committed by him previous to his conversion; but that

' when a man has been converted and justified, a bare belief of the gospel will

* not keep him in a state ofjustification.'

t ' He describes a dead charity, and by it exemprfies a dead faith: as that
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quotation is much to the purpose, and needs no further

remark. *' Faith, which worketh by love," must have

its seat in the w'i\[ and affections, and be an active prin-

ciple of obedience.

P. cxl. Note. * It is, &c.'* There is no ground

of doubt, of infants, the children of believers, devoted

to God in baptism, dying before they commit actual

sin, being saved: but whether all infants, who are bap-

tized, or none else, are questions of a very complicated

nature; on which the Scripture gives no light. Our
Kubrick assumes, that the profession and engagements

made in the name of the baptized infant, and implied in

the parents, who offer their child to baptism, are sin-

cere: and therefore speaks of the infants, as the children

of believers: but it is properly silent as to others. Yet,

when we consider the various circumstances, which

may prevent thd baptism of infants, born of believing

parents; and that the children of believing Abraham, to

whom circumcision was given, as the seal of the cove-

nant, (by which the Lord engaged to be " a God to him
*' and to his seed,") must not be performed before the

eighth day; (and many would previously die;) we can-

not be authorized to confine the salvation of those, who
die in infancy, to such as are baptized. A few pre-

sumptuous, extravagant, Calvinists, have spoken shock-

ing things of the damnation of infantsr. but to consign

' charity is a mere pretence, vliicli shows itself only in words of courtesy

* and compassion, without afibrding any re:d assistance to a suffering rellow-

' creature; so th:it faith is dead and useless, which consists in a naked assent

' to the truth of Christianitj', without the performance of those works which
'- are enjoined by its Author. Not only the understanding is to be convinced,

' but the will and affiictions, the spring of human actions, are to be influenced

' and regulated.''

* ' It is certain by God^s word, that cliildren which are baptized, dying

• before they commit actual sin, are undoubtedly saved, (Publick Baptism

< of Infants.)'
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the innumerable multitudes of those, all over the world,

and in every age, who die before they commit actual

sin, and die unbaptized, to eternal damnation, is far

more shocking. Such Calvinists may suppose some

of these children to be elect, and saved: but this senti-

ment excludes them all. On both sides, however, it is

a presumptuous intrusion into things unseen and unre-

vealed; and a practical forgetfulness of the words of God
by Moses: *' The secret things belong to the Lord
" our God; but those things which are revealed belong
" to us and to our children forever: that we may do all

" the words of this law."*

P. cxli. 1. 15. ' That, &c.'t The subject of bap-

tism has been so fully discussed, in the preceding chap-

ter, that it is the less necessary here to resume it. The
invariable union of baptism and regeneration; the out-

ward and visible sign, and the inward and spiritual

grace, has not been proved, either from Scripture, of

from our authorized writings; any more than the inva-

riable union of the outward sign, and the inward bless-

ing, to all who receive the Lord's supper. And the

union of baptism with justification, of which it is not so

much as the outward sign, is never mentioned in Scrip-

ture, nor in express terms in our liturgy or articles.

—

If conferred only in baptism, all who die unbaptized

Deut. xxix. 29.

I ' That many persons, duly baptized in their infancy, and confirmed in

' their youth, full into wilful and habitual wickedness, even while they retain

• a belief of the general truth of the gospel, is a fact which will not be

' disputed; and it will also be readily acknowledged, that such persons,

• 'although bapti7.ed and born again in Christ,' ' do not remain in a state of

•justification. How then is that state to be recovered? By repentance and
• faith. Tiiey must feel "Godly sorr-'>vv which worketh repentance," ' and
' a lively faith that their sins will be pardoned through the merits of Christj

' and God will then be pleased, for the sake of his blessed Son, to accept

' their repentance and faith, and they will become again justified from ali

' their offences.'
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must die in an unjustified state: and, if baptized chil-

dren show no tokens of faith and grace, as they grow

up; it is a mere contest about words, to argue, Whether

they never were justified, or whether they have fallen

from a justified state. For, though it is not allowed by

his Lordship concerning regeneration^ it is concerning

justification; that ' they, who do not remain in that state,'

must recover it, and they must * become again justified;'

exactly in the same manner, as if they never had been

justified.

P. cxlii. 1. 14. ' Repentance, &c.'* True faith will

always be accompanied with repentance; but this can-

not properly be said to procure justification; otherwise

we should be justified as well by repentance as by faith;

which is not the language, either of the Bible or the

Prayer-book. * Obedience must be added,' to prove

our faith living; and for many other important ends;

"But by faith we stand."

P. cxlii. Note. ' No one, 8cc.'t This note may

at first seem equivalent to what has above been objected

to: but the expression ' without faith and repentance,'

does not imply, that repentance justifies, even in part;

but only, that it always accompanies justifying faith;

which we allow: and 'the fruits ^^F faith and repen-

' tance,' such as spring from a lively penitent faith, and

by which ' it may as certainly be known, as a tree by
* its fruits;' are doubtless necessary, both to evidence

the sincerity of our faith, and to continue us in a state

* ' llepcniance therefore, and faith, if sincere, will in all cases proGurc

'justification; but obedience must be added, to preserve the state of justifi-*^

' cation when obtained.'

f ' No one, by the evangelical covenant, obtained and ratified by the shed-

* ding of the blood of Christ, can obtain remisaion of sins, or justification,

* without faith and repentance: no one can keep and preserve justification

' when received, without the fruits of faith and repentance.' Bp. Bull.—

Translation, >
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of justification: not as added to faith, but as growing

out of it. " Seest thou how faith wrought with his

" works, and by works was faith made perfect."* Per-

fect, as a tree is, when covered with its valuable fruit.

Though living and growing before, it was not in its

perfect state.

P. cxliii. 1. 1. * These adultSy Sccf ' These adults

' simply professing faith, &,c, and promising obedience

' —are then baptized, and by this spiritual regenera-

* tion they receive remission of all their former sins,

'' both original and actual.' Is then the simple profes-

sion, though ignorant or insincere, and the promise of

future obedience, however formal and unmeaning, suf-

ficient to ensure the reception of forgiveness of all past

sins? Is the outward sign of baptism, even if adminis-

tered to hypocrites, ' spiritual regeneration?'' I cannot

conceive, that this was deliberately intended: but the

language marks no distinction between a sincere and

an insincere profession and promise; and certainly leads

to the conclusion, that all, even if concealed Jews, or

* Jam. ii. 22.

f ' These adults are not required to perform any good works previous to

* baptism, but simply to profess their faith in the blessed Trinity, and to

' promise future obedience to God's holy will and commandments: they are

' then baptized, and by this spiritual regeneration they receive remission of

* all their former sins, both original and actual. Here is an exact conformity

* to the practice of the primitive christians. But thougii an adult, when bap-

* tized, may have a firm belief in the truth of Christianity, and a real inten-

* tion to obey its laws; yet, from the corruption of his nature, and the en-

* ticements to sin, he may afterwards not lead a life agreeable to the precepts

* of the gospel; he may *' for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall

" away." And in that case his faith, though at first it might deserve to be

* called a true faith, afterwards loses that character; and if he dies while he

f continues an impenitent sinner, he will not be saved, although he once had

justification in this world. Having failed to fulfil the conditions of the co-

' venant, into which he had voluntarily entered, and which he expressly pro-

' mised to fulfil, he can have no claim to its privileges and benefits. But if

' he repents, and returns to a true and lively faith in the merits of Christj

^ his sins are pardoned, and his justification is renewed,'
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infidels, or atheists, who make the profession, and pro-

mise, are by the opus operatum, spiritually regenerated,

and actually pardoned! I only mean, by these remarks,

to show that in matters of such vast importance, on

which everlasting happiness or misery are suspended,

more distinguishing and cautious language is needful.

Whether adults, if their profession be sincere, have not

been regenerated and jiistified, previously to baptism,

has been considered. But, whether the arguments on

that topick be admitted as valid, or not: it is, I should

suppose, allowed, that a hypocritical profession and pro-

mise, united with external baptism, will not regenerate

and justify the hypocrite, who makes them.—The ques-

tion here occurs, whether the temporary faith of those,

who " for a while believe, and in time of temptation

" fall away," ever * deserved to be called a true faith;'

or whether a true faith ever degenerates into a dead

faith? But it is not necessary to discuss this, at present,

especially as some things, respecting it, will, in the next

chapter, come under our consideration.—It is observa-

ble, that justification, when lost, may be renewed, yet

regeneration cannot: but they, who have sinned away

regeneration, must still be addressed as regenerate. I can

see no reason for this distinction, unless the opus opera-

turn of baptism is actually regejieration.

As the note from Dr. Waterland contains nothing,

beyond what has been considered; and as he, however

learned and respectable, is not authority, in that sense,

in which the Scriptures are to all, and the liturgy and

articles, &c. are to the members and ministers of the es-

tablished church; it is not needful to make remarks

upon it.

P. cxliv. 1. 12. * Repentance and faith are the only

* things required for baptism, or justification.' In the
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former chapter, it was ' baptism, or regeneration;' here

it is ' baptism or justification.' Is then baptism not only

regeneration, hut Juslification also? The answer, in the

catechism referred to, says no such thing. ' Question.

' What is required of persons to be baptized? Answer.

' Repentance, whereby they forsake sin, and faith, where-

' by they stedfastly believe the promises of God made to

* them in that sacrament.' There is not a word about

justification; nor even, in this answer, concerning regen-

eration.

P. cxlv. I. 16. *Jsb?/ baptism, &c.'* Why not

sealed, in baptism, as well as in the Lord's supper?

Baptism— ' is also a sign of regeneration, or new-birth,

' whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive baptism

* rightly, are grafted into the church; the promises of

* the forgiveness of our sins, and of our adoption to be

* the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed

* and sealed,^\ Is remission of sins in adults, more in-

separably connected with baptism, than with the Lord's

supper? If hypocrites, coming to the Lord's supper, eat

and drink their own condemnation; do hypocrites, com-

ing to baptism, receive salvation? Surely, both are

signs and seals, and nothing more: they are signs and

seals to the believer, but not to the unbeliever, what-

ever be bis profession. It ' is sealed to those who are

' truly penitent:' then it is not so much as sealed to the

impenitent. But suppose a believer, who had fallen into

sin, now truly penitent, yet so circumstanced, that he

could not receive the Lord's supper; or even so mistak-

en, that he thought himself not required to do it; would

* * As by baptism, says Hishop Bull, all sins committed before the g'race of

' tiie gospel is received, are washed away; so in tlie Lord's sapper the remis-

' sion of all sins, which are committed after baptism and rej^eneration, is seal-

* ed to those who are truly penitent.'

j- Art. xxvil.

VOL, I. Mm
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he not be pardoned, though he did not receive the out-

ward pledge and seal of his forgiveness?

P. cxlv. last line. We ' beseech him to grant us

'• true repentance, &c.'* This certainly implies, that

true repentance, both the will and the power, isthe gift

of God; else why do we pray for it, every time we meet

in public worship?

P. cxlvii. 1. 6. ' It is the doctrine of our church,

' that baptism duly administered confers justification.'

—

Baptism, rightly j-eceived, seals justification: as Abra-

ham's circumcision '^ sealed to him the righteousness of

*' the faidi which he had, yet being uncircumcised:''

but God alone ' conjers justificittion;' and faith alone re-

ceives it. If our church does indeed teach, ' that bap-

' tism duly administered confers justification;' we should

be glad to know in what part of her liturgy, articles, or

homilies, this is found.

P. cxlvii. 1. 25. ' IjCt us attend &c.'t I quote this

passage, as conveying our sentiments. But if we

* Absolullon.

"I"'
Let us atleiul to the words of this article \ in the Latin, which is mucii

' clearer than the English: Tantum propter meritum Domini, ac Servatoris

'uostri, Jesu Christi, per Fldem, non propter opera, et merlta nostra, justi

' coram Deo reputamur: observe, that faith is not opposed to works, but the

' merit of Christ is opposed to tlie merit of our works—propter meritum

' Christi— non propter opera, et merita nostra—and it is per Fidem, not prop-

* ter Fidem. We areliere said to be jiistlfiedoJi acoountof the merit of Christ,

' through our own fiuth, and not on account of our own works or deservings.

' Our works never can have any merit towards procuring pardon of our sins^

' from their own intrinsic worth; they cannot justiiy, or tend to justify us

' Nor has our faith any merit of this kind; we are not said to be justified prop-

' ter meritum Fldei, or, propter Fidem, but per Fidem. The blood of our Lord

* and Saviour Jesus Christ is the meritorious cause of our justification; but it

* operates through our faith, and through our faith only. If faith be wanting

' in those to whom the gospel is made known, the merits of Christ are of no

' avail to them; and if they have faiih, no other previous condition is requi-

' red.' ' Wherefore, that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome

' doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more largely is expressed in the hom-

, ily ofjustification.''

i Art. xi.
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be justified by faith only; and ' if no previous condition

* be required;' how can ' baptism confer justication,' on

those who have previously believed, and consequently

been justified?

P. cxlix. 1. 18- 'God sent, &c.'* 'Because all

' men be sinners and offenders against God, and jbreak-

' ers of his law and commandments, therefore can no

* man by his own acts, works, or deeds, (seem they

' never so good,) be justified, and made righteous be-

' fore God: but every man is of necessity constrained

' to seek another righteousness of justification, to be re-

' ceived at God's own hands, that is to say, the forgive-

* ness of his sins and trespasses, in such things as he

« hath offended. And this justification, or righteousness,

' which we so receive of God's mercy, and Christ's

' merits, embraced by faith, is taken, accepted and al-

•• lowed of our God, for our perfect and full justification.

' For the more full understanding hereof, it is our parts

' and duties ever to remember the great mercy of God,

* how that, (all the world being wrapped in sin by break

-

' ing the lav/,) God sent his only Son, Scc.'| ' Infants,

* ' God sent his only Son our Saviour Christ into this world, to fiilfd the

' law for us, and by shedding his most precioas blood, to make a sacrifice and

' satisfliction, or (as it may be called) amends to his Father fur our sins, to as-

' suage his wratli and indignation conceived against us for the same. Tnso-

' much, that infants, being baptized and dying in their infancy, are by this

'sacrifice washed from their sins, brouglit to God's favour, and made his

' children, and inheritors of his kingdom of Heaven. And they, v/hich in act

' or deed do sin after their baptism, wlien they turn again to God unfeigned-

* ly,they are likewise washed by this sacrifice fromtheirsins, in such sort, that

' there remaineth not any spot of sin, that skall be imputed to their damna-

' tion. This is that justification of righteousness which St. Paul speaketli of__

< when he salth, No man is justified by tlie works of the law, but freely by

•faith in Jesus Christ.' Homily of Justification, quoted in the Refutation.

f Homily on Salvation, part first.—Both the article, and. his LordshijJ, call

this ' The Homily of Justification;' yet in the Bool: of Homilies, it Is called

' A Sermon on the salvation of all mankind by only Clirist our ^aviour from

* sin and death everlasting:' and there is no '?f)niily called, ' The Homily o!'

Justification.' IIo.V; orvvh^nj tiie iltle was t'Uci ;d.iioesnot appear.
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' being baptized, and dying in their infancy, are by tlm

' sacrifice,'* (not by baptism,) washed from tlicir sins,

' &c.' There is no intimation, that sins before baptism

are washed away, by any other washing, than sins after

baptism: but both by the sacrifice of Christ.— ' The
' apostle toucheth specially three things, which must go

* together in our justification. Upon God's part his

' great mercy and grace; upon Christ's part, justice; that

* is, the satisfaction of God's justice, or the price of our

"redemption, by the offering of his body, and shedding

' of his blood, with fulfilling the law perfectly and tho-

* roughly: and upon our part, true and lively faith, in

' the merits of Christ.' ' St. Paul declareth here noth-

' ing upon the behalf of man, concerning his justifica-

*= tion, but only a true and lively faith, which neverthe-

' less is the gift of God, and not man's only work with-

' out God. And yet that faith doth not shut out re-

* pentance, hope, love, dread and the fear of God, to be

'joined with faith, in every man that is justified; but it

* shutteth them out from the office ofjustifying. So that

' they be all present together in him that is justified; yet

' they justify not altogether. Neither doth faith shut out

* the justice of our good works, necessarily to be done

* afterwards, of duty to God; (for we are most bounden

' to serve God, in doing good deeds, commanded by him

in his holy Scripture, all the days of our life;) but it

' excludeth them, so that we may not do them to this

'jntent, to be made just by doing them.'—'Christ is

' now the Righteousness of all, that do truly believe in

* him. He for them paid their ransom by his death.

'- He for them fulfilled the law in his life. So that now,

' in him, and by him, every true christian man may be

' called a fulfiller of the law; forasmuch as that which

' their infirmity lacked, Christ's justice hath supplied.'*

* I loin'ily Gu saT^ alion, (iist pait.
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If good works had, in the judgment of our reformers,

been needful in order to a justified man's continuance in

a justified state: they would surely have given some hint

of this, when speaking of the necessity of good works

in a justified person, and the good works done after jus-

tification. But no intimation of this is given, either

here or elsewhere. The same living faith, which justi-

fies, preserves the believer in a- justified state; or

rather God by it preserves him. " Ye are kept by the

" power of God through faith unto salvation:"* but this

faith may 'as evidently be known,' by producing good

works, ' as a tree discerned by the fruit.'

P. cl. 1. 9. * This saying, &c.'t ' These and other

* sentences, that we be justified by faith only, freely,

' and without works, we do read often times in the best

' and most ancient writers; as besides Hilary, Basil, and
* St. Ambrose, before rehearsed, we read the same in

' Origen, St. Chrysostom, St. Cyprian, St. Augustine,

' Prosper, Oecumeneus, Prbclus, Bernardus, Anselm,
' and many other authors. Nevertheless, this sentence is

'not so meant b}^ them, that the said justifying faith is

' alone in man, without true repentance, hope, charity,

' dread and fear of God, at any time or season:' I have

not read all, or even the most, of these ancient Mriters:

and so am not competent to judge on the subject: but ii

is the express declaration of our reformers; (who were

deeply versed in these studies, especially Cranmer, to

• 1 Pet. i. 5.

f
' This saying, that \vc be justified by faith alone, free'y and v/Il!;or.'

' works, is spoken for to take away clearly all merit of our work, as being' un
' able to deserve ourjustification at God's hands, and thereby most plainly tcs

'express the weakness of man and the goodness of God; t!ie great infirmit-.

* of ourselves., and the might and poM'er of God; the imperfection of our owii.

' work.s, and the most abundant grace of our Saviour Clirist; and therefore

'wholly to ascribe the merit and deserving of our justification unto Chris-'.

* only, and his most precious hlood-.shcdJing.' ( Homjly on salvation S'J par'
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whom this homily is generally ascribed,) that they all

maintain justification by faith, only, freely, and without

works; in exactly the same sense, as far as I can per-

ceive, in which the evangelical clergy at present do.

After some things more to the same effect, the quota-

tion follows which is printed below.

P. cl. 1. 21. 'Although, &c.'* After tliis quota-

tion, the following passage is found. ' Justification is

' not the office of man, but of God: for man cannot

* make himself righteous by his own works, either in

'whole, or part.' And sonic other things to the same

efiect.

P. cli. 1. 3. ' Tlic true^ &c.'t After this quotation,

it follows, ' So that as St. John Baptist, although he

' were never so virtuous and godly a man; yet in this

* matter, of forgiving sin, he did put the people from

* * Although this doctrine be never so true (as it is most true indeed,'^ that

' we be justified freely, without all merit of our own good works (as St.

* Paul doth express it,) and freely, by this lively and perfect faith in Christ

* only, (as tlie ancient authors used to speak it,) yet this true doctrine must

' be also truly understood, and most plainly declared, lest carnal men should

* take unjust occasion thereby to live carnally, after the appetite of the world,

' the flesh, and the devil.'

•J-

• The true understanding- of this doctrine, we be justified freely by faith

* without works, or that we be justified by faith in Clu-ist only, is not, that tliis

* our own act to believe in Christ, or this our faith in Christ, which is within

* us, doth justify us, and deserve our justification unto us (for that were to

'count ourselves to be justified by some act or virtue that is within our-

* selves;) but the true understanding and meaning- thereof is, that although

« we hear God's word, and believe it; altliough we have faith, hope, charity,

' repentance, dread and fear of God within us, and do never so many works

* thereunto; yet we must renounce the merit of all our said virtues of faith,

* hope, and charity, and all otlier virtues and good deeds, which we either

' have done, shall do, or can do, as tilings thot be far too weak, and insuflfi-

* cient, and imperfect, to deserve remission of our sins, and our justification;

* and therefore v.e must trust only in God's mercy, and that sacrifice which

' tnir High Priest and Saviour Clirist Jesus, tlie Son of God, once ofTcred for

« us upon the cross, to obtain tliereby God's grace and remission, as well of

' our original sin in baptism, as of all actual sin committed by us after our

baptism, if we truly repent, and turn unfeJgnedly to him again.
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* him, and appointed them unto Christ, saying thus

' unto them: " Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh

" away the sin of the world." Then follows the next

quotation.

P. clii. 1. 1. ^ As great, &c.'* After this quota-

tion, it follows * So that our faith in Christ, (as it were)

' saith unto us thus: It is not I that take away your

* sins, but it is Christ only; and to him only I send you
' for that purpose, forsaking therein all your good vir-

' tues, words, thoughts, works, and only putting your

' trust in Christ.'

P. clii. 1. 5. ' We put, &c.'t To these quotation's

from ' the homily on salvation,' another may be added,

from the homily of faith. * First, thus fl\ith doth lie

' hid in the heart, but is lively and fruitful in bringing

' forth good works. Secondly, that without it can no

' good works be done, that shall be acceptable and

' pleasant unto God. Thirdly, what manner of works
' they be, that this faith doth bring forth.' ' The soul,

' that hath a lively faith, in it, will be always doing

' same good work, which shall declare that it is living,

* and will not be unoccupied. . Therefore, when men
' hear in the Scripture so high commendations of faith,

' that it maketh us to please God, to live with God,
' and to become the children of God: if then they fancy,

' that they be set at liberty from doing all good works,

' and may live as they list, they trifle with God, and
* deceive themselves. And it is a manifest token, tliat

• ' As great and as godly a A-lrtae as the lively faith is, yet it puttetli us

' from itself, aud remitteth or- a])poliiteth us unto Clirist, for to have only by

' him remission of our sins or justification.'

I
' We put our faith in Christ, tliat we be justified by him only, that we

' be justified by God's free meicy and the merits of our Saviour Christ only,

' and by no virtue or good works of our own, that is in us, or that we can be

' able to have, or to do, for to deserve the same; Christ himself only being

' the cause meritorious thereof.' (llomilv on salvation, 3d part.)
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* they be far from having a true and lively faith: and
' also far from knowing what a lively faith is.' It would

be easy to adduce many more quotations: but the reader,

who has patience, to read attentively even these, will

probably choose to study the homilies, themselves.

Let it be observed, however, that there is not in them,

any intimation of justifying faith containing good works;

or of good works preserving a justified person in a jus-

tified state; or of a living faith, after justifying the pro-

fessor, degenerating to a dead faith, or being changed

for a dead faith. And if outward baptism, when right-

ly administered, renders us the children of God, how

can baptized persons " become the children of God by
*' faith?" If adults, and sincere believers, they were

previously the children of God: according to the homily

and to Scripture, if baptized in infancy, they were pre-

viously to believing the children of God, according to

this opinion.

P. clii. 1. 26. ' Let it he, &c.'* ' The condition

^ of salvation,' is neither a scriptural phrase, nor found

in the homilies: but as no adult can be saved without

holiness, according to his time and opportunity; it may

bear a sound construction. The reformers certainly

meant to oppose ' the Popish doctrine of human merit;'

for that doctrine was then openly avowed by few, ex-

cept Papists: but their statements, as strongly and de-

cidedly, oppose all the more refined methods of itroduc-

• ' Let it be observed, that in this quotation, faith and good works are

* mentioned together, as not being the meritorious cause of justification.

< Tlie expressions of ' fiiith only,' ' and faith without works,' ' were not in-

' tended to exclude the necessity of works as tiie condition qf salvation, but

• M'ere directed, as in the lltJi article, against the Popish doctrine of hutnan

' merit. Our reformers excluded the merit of faitli, as well as ihe merit of

' works; but they were particularly anxious, upon every occasion to exclude

' the pretended merit of works, ^^a be?ng the grand pillar which stipported

• tlie church of Rome.'
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ing the same doctrine, used by modern nominal Pro-

testants, as they do those of the Papists.

P. chii. First note. ' Nor do^ &c.'* This note

from Melancthon, the most cautious of the reformers,

contains the precise sentiments of the evangelical clergy;

and few, if any of them, would decline subscribing it;

if that would conduce to obviate misconceptions con-

cerning their doctrine.

P. cliv. 1. 9. Note from Bp. Burnet. ' Whether
' obedience was an essential part of faith, or only a con-

* sequent of it.' The bishop calls this ' a nicety scarce

* becoming divines:' yet the whole argument, concern-

ing justification, is deeply concerned in it. If good

works are an essential part of justifying faith; then, we
may as properly be said to be justified by good works,

as by faith; and we are not justified till we do good

works: and how many good works, or what continuance

and eminence in them, are essential^ is not easily dis-

covered. But if good works be a ' consequent of faith,'

or rather, produced by living faith; then we are justi-

fied at the time of believing; and our subsequent good

works evidence our faith to be genuine. " Seest thou

*' how faith wrought with his works, and by works was
" faith made perfect? And the Scripture uas fulfilled,

*' which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was ini-

" puted to him for righteousness; and he was called the

" friend of God."t Abraham's justification by faith is

recorded in the fifteenth of Genesis, the work here

* • Nor do ours, when they say, ' we are justified by faith alone,' ' mean
* any other thing-, than w!iat I liave now spoken, that on account of Clirist,'

(or for the sake of Christ, propter Christum,J ' we obtain remission of sins,

' and not on account of our ov/n worthiness, fdignitatejn.J The little word,
' (^particula,J alone, does not exclude contrition, or other virtues, tliat tliey

' should not be present; but denies them to be causes of rrconciliation, and
' transfers the cause to Ciu'ist alone.' (Translation >

t Jam. ii. 22, 23.

VOL. I. . N n
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spoken of, not till the twenty-second.* But though this

was deemed by Bishop Burnet, ' a nicety scarce be-

' coming divines: ' he himself deigns -Ho determine it,

and directly contrary to the decision of the reformers!

' When they settled the notion of faith, they divided it

* into two sorts: the one was a persuasion of the truth

' of the gospel; but the other carried with it a submis-

* sion to the will of God; and both hope, love, and obe-

^ dience belonged to it.'f Then they were an essential

j[)art of it. We have seen in several quotations, that

our reformers constantly spoke of faith as being attend-

ed by good works, in the justified man, and good works

as springing from living faith; but never once of their

belonging to it, and to this language the Refutation

generally adheres. This is the evident doctrine of the

Scriptures, and of our articles; it consists completely

with justification by free grace, in Christ, through faith

alone: and it is fully sufficient to exclude perversion, as

far as words can do it.

P. cliv. 1. 26. * Cranmer, &c.'.-j: This passage con-

cerning Cranmer, with the quotation from him, is alone

a sufficient answer to the rest of the note from Burnet.

P. civ. I. 2. ^ I^ut even, &c.'^ Does his Lordship,

or do any of our opponents, suppose, that the evangeli-

* Rom. iv. 1— .•>.

i
Note on Refutation, p. 134

^ ' Cranmer took great pains to state this matter right; and made a large

' collection ofmany places, all written with his own hand, botli out of antient

* and modern authors, concerning laith, justification, and the merits of good

' works; and concluded with tiiis, That our justification was to be ascribed

« only to the merits of Christ; and that those who are justified must have

* charity as well os laith, but that neither of these was the meritorious cause

' ot'justification.'

§ ' But even in their zeal to rencc.nce and stljjmati^e tliis obvioxious doc-

' trine, our Reformers observed some degree of caution; for neither In our

* articles, nor in our liturgy, is it said, that fui.th, without good works, will

« justify; and the word faith in the 11th article, 'we are justified by faith

« only,' ' means a true and lively faith, which necessarily produces good works.'
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oal clergy, and indeed, that almost any Calvinists, deny

this, or, in their ' zeal against the obnoxious doctrine'

of justification by works, in any sense or degree, for-

get this caution, and this distinction between dead and

living faith? Indeed it is impossible to say, what extra-

vagant and abominable sentiments, some, who are

classed among a large body, by themselves, and by

our opponents, may hold: but once for all, I must de-

clare, that I should abhor the idea of pleading in behalf

of any, who suppose justification attached to a dead

faith, and consistent with an unholy life. Much as I

detest Popery; I would prefer the creed of a Papist, to

that of so gross an Antinomian. It is possible, that,

amidst all the rubbish of Popery, there may be some

precious ore: but there can be nothing but abominable

wickedness, in that man, who deliberately, expressly,

and avowedly lives in sin, and encourages others to do

the same, by so vile a perversjon of" the grace of God
" into licentiousness."

P. civ. Note. 'If^ &c.'* Horrible as this is; yet

"saying, * Let us sin without fear or remorse; because

* God is infinitely merci/ul, the atonement and righteous-

* ness of Christ are of infinite value, salvation is wholly

* of ^Tace, b}^ f:iith, and not of works;' is even still, in

my mind, more horrible. The former may be the off'-

spring of ignorance: but this is the wilful deliberate

perversion of doctrinal knowledge, by the avowed de-

pravity of a licentious heart.

P. clvi. 1. 4. ' And indeed^ &c.'t Much more, on

* * If any one shall say that the good works ofa jiistified man do not truly

' deserve eternal life, let him be accursed.—Council of Trent.'

f * And indeed in the very homily, i'rom which the al»)ve quotation is

taken^ it is said, ' None are to consider themselves justified, who are desti-

' tute of repentance, love, and obedience.' ' If none be to consider themselves

' justified, who are destitute of repentance, love, and obedience, it foUows
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this, and the preceding page, might be quoted with ap-

probation: but some limits must be affixed. The con-

cUiding clause about ' continuing in a state of justifica-

* tion,' refers to a subject, which has been aheady con-

sidered.

It seems to mc Avonderful, that no other necessity of

good works is expressly mentioned by our opponents,

except that whicli is connected immediately with sclf«

love: as if, were it possible for us to be justified, and

preserved in a justified state, and thus get to heaven,

without them: though we might not prefer this, we

should, at least, have little objection to it. Whereas, I

am confident, that there is not a true believer on earth,

nor ever was, or will be, who would prefer going to

heaven, if practicable, in the neglect of good works, to

the being made abundantly fruitful in them. Christ,

" e:ave himself for us that he mio-ht redeein us from allo o
" iniquity, and purify us unto himself a peculiar people,

*' zealous of good works."* True repentance is insepa-

rable from living faith. Every true penitent hates

sin, for its own hatefulness-, and loves holiness, for

its own loveliness; yea, he "l\ungers and thirsts af-

" ter righteousness." And every justified person has

the law of God written in his heart: Ke loves Got! su-

premely, and longs to love him perfectly. He loves his

neighbour greatly; and longs to love him as wholly and

as absolutely as he loves himself. He loves'" the house-

" hold of faith," He would gladly do good to men, and

in every way glorify God: and while he is cheered,

amidst the frowns and scorns of an ungodly world, by

the assurance of a gracious recompence for " his work
*' and labouc^Df love:" yet if imy good were practicable by

' thatrepciitunce, love, uixl oi.cdlcncc, are necessary in ajustified person, that

' is, in a pei-yon who has bt-eii justified, in order that he may continue in n

' state of jusliflc;).tioii.'

* 'I'it. ii. 14.
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iiim, fof which he was sure, never to be the better him-

self, either in this world or in the next, he would not de-

cline it; because he loves God, and man, and holiness: nor

would he, in his better judgment, commit sin, if he

could possibly be assured, that he should in no way suf-

fer by it; because he abhors it as the greatest of evils.

" How shall we, who are dead to sin, live any longer

" therein."* '' His seed remaineth in him, and he can-

" not sin, because he is born of God."t A tender

mother will not decline the ndost self.denying attention

to her darling child; because she is not, as a hireling

nurse, to receive wages for her labour and trouble: nor

would she injure it, even if she could be assured of es-

caping all punishment. Love would suffice in both cases.

A servant works for his hire; and a slave from fear of

punishment; each alike from mere self-love; even when

they dislike both their master and their work: and com-

monly they will do no more, than is necessary for this

selfish purpose: but a dutiful affectionate son will labour,

with alacrity, from love to his father; and because he

accounts his father's interest, credit, or comfort, in some

respects, his own; nor \vill he need to be deterred by

fear of punishment, from doing those things, which h^

knows will grieve and displease his kind and honoured pa -

rent. This is the precise difference between " the spirit of

** bondage" and " the spirit of adoption:" now Chris-

tians *' have not received the spirit of bondage again to

"fear,—but the Spirit of adoption, whereby they cry,

*' Abba, Father." and thus, by producing filial confi-

dence, reverence, and love, " the Spirit himself witnes-

** ses with their spirits, that they arc the sons of God."

Under this sacred constraining influence; the question is

not, ' Hov/ much must I do, to escape punishment,' or

• Rom. vl. 2. I 1 John i'li 9.
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to obtain salvation? but ** What can I render to the Lord
*' for all his benefits?** What can I further do to glo-

rify God my Father, and to adorn and recommend the

gospel of my beloved Saviour? In what way can I do

jnost good for his sake, to his brethren and my breth-

ren; after his admired example? or how promote the best

interests of mankind, even of mine enemies and perse-

cutors? " Here am I, send me.*' * Employ me, O
* my gracious Lord and Father, in whatever ^ay thou

' seest good; and I shall count every ^' labour of love,"

* which thou wilt enable me to perform, an additional

* favour conferred on me.—" Now therefore, O Lord
" my God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name.
^' But who am I, and what is my people, that we should

" be able to offer so willingly after this sort? For all

*' things come ofthee, and of thine have we given thee."*

Beyond doubt, this is the spirit, with which the bfessed

inhabitants of heaven, ** serve God day and night;" and

find that service their liberty and pleasure; and how can

they be " meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the

*' saints in light," who have not, in a measure, the same

main-spring of activity, and who are not capable of de-

lighting in the same employments and sevices here on

earth?

The Scripture, in exhorting believers to good works,

by no means exclusively addresses their self-love, in

any form, but the higher principle of love to God and

man. *' Let your light shine before men, that they may
*' see your good works, and glorify your father which is

" in heaven,"t " That the word of God be not blas-

" phemed." " That he who is of the contrary part

" may be ashamed, having no evil things to say

*' of you." " That they may adorn the doctrine of God

» 1 Chroii. xsix. 13—18. f Matt. v. 16.
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'^ our Saviour in all things."* *' That with welldoing

" ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men."
" That, whereas they speak against you as evil doers,

"they may by your good works, which they shall be-

" hold, glorify God in the day of visitation." " That

"whereas, they speak evil of you, as evil doers, they

" may be ashamed, that falsely accuse your good conver-

" sation in Christ, "f No doubt a gracious recompence

is frequently connected with exhortations to duties, es-

pecially such as are peculiarly self-denying; and our

faith must be shown by our works, in order that it may
be approved to be living and genuine: but the general

style of Scriptural exhortation, especially in the New-

Testament, proposes motives taken from the honour of

the gospel, the glory of God, the love of Christ, love of

the Brethren, and good will to mankind at large; rather

than from any thing immediately connected with the sal-

vation of the persons exhorted; except as some doubt is

intimated, that they are in danger of deceiving them-

selves.

P. clvii. 1. 1. ' I can show y he.''X Only faith saved

the thief upon the cross; and only faith saves any man:

for the will and the power, of doing good works, is a

part of his salvation. " His name shvill be called Jesus:

" for he shall save his people from their sins.") " By
" grace are ye saved, through faith,"—" We are his

* Tit, ii. 5. 8. la. 1 1 Pet. ii. 12. 15. iii. 16.

t * I can show a man that by faith without works lived, and came to hea-

* veh: but without laith'"never man had life. The thief, that was hanged whtn
' Christ suffered, did believe only, and the most merciful God justified him.

* And because no man shall say ag'ain, th^t he lacked time to do good works,

' for else he would have done them; truth it is, and I will not contend there-

' in: but this I will surely affirm, that faith only saved him. If he had lived,

* and not regarded, faith and the works thereof, he should have Ijst his sui-

' vation again.' (Homily of ^Vorks, quotation from Chrysostom.)

§ Matt. i. 21.
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" workmanship, created in Christ unto good works,
" which God hath before ordained, that we should walk
" in them."* Thus they are necessary to salvation; for

salvation would be wholly incomplete without them; or

at least the disposition to love and perform them. If

salvation, from wrath and guilt, could be separated from

salvation from sin; the person thus saved would to eter-

nity bear the image of the devil, be utterly inc&pable of

happiness, and in himself very miserable, though expo-

sed to no positive punishment.-*-It may pass, in a gen-

eral discourse, to speak of the thief upon the cross as

saved without works: but, in fact, his faith was shown

by his works, in a highly satisfactory manner. "He con-

" fessed Christ before men,*' even when he hung upon

the cross, surrounded with insulting enemies, and for-

saken by his disciples.
—*' With the heart man believ-

" eth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confes-

" sion is made unto salvation. "| He humbly acknow-

ledged that he deserved the excruciating death, which

he was suffering; and this was an indication of deep re-

pentance, and patiejit submission to the will of God.

He declared, that Jesus " had done nothing amiss:" and

if so, then he was " Christ the Son of the living God."

He rebuked his fellow sufferer, and expostulated with

him, a»"not fearing God," even when suffering death for

his crimes; which was an act of zeal for the honour of

the reviled Saviour; and of love to the soul of his fellow-

sufTerer,—" Behold he prayethi" He " callea on the

*' name of the Lord Jesus, Lord, remember me, when
*' thou comest into thy kingdom. *'| But '' whosoever
" calleth on the name of the Lord shall be saved."

—

Each of these circumstances was sufficient, to distin-

guish his faith in Christ, from a dead and inefficacious

• Eph ii 8—10. I Rom. s. 10. Sec also Matt. x. 32, 33. Luke \ii. 8, 9.

+ Luke x\iii. 39—43.



ON I'HE THIRD CHAP'TER, 281

assent to the trutli of the gospel. Indeed, it may be
questioned, whether he did not do more honour to Christ,

during the short space allotted him, than many chris-

tians do in a long course of years.

This statement may show, that we arc Ss unwilling
as our opponents, to admit, that solitary faith, which
is not attended with true repentance, and produc-
tive of good works, is sufficient for salvation. * It is

' dead being alone;' and can no more justify a man, than
an amputated hand can work, or an eye separated from
the head can see. Had the thief merely said, however
confidentlvj ' I believe that Jesus is the Messiah;' it

might have been thought, that he did not understand
the nature of the Messiah's kingdom; but had the same
worldly notions of it, which the Jews 'in general en-
tertained. But what could a dying malefactor expect
from a crucified Messiah, as to this world? He did not
say, " If thou be the Christ, save thyself and us:" but,
" Lord, remember me, when thou comest into thy kinp--

" dom." It is manifest that, being " tau^t of GocJ,"
he believed in Jesus, as " the Author of eternal salva-

" tion," as " the Saviour of the lost;" and that he un-
derstood the spiritual nature ofhis kingdom, more clear-

ly, than the apostles themselves at that time did; who
could not conceive, how his "coming into his kingdom,"
could consist with his dying on the cross. He called

on Jesus, (with desire, and some feeble hope at least,}

for salvation from wrath and sin, and for the blessings

of his heavenly kingdom; while he confessed himselfto
be so vile, that he deserved crucifixion from man, and
condemnation from God. He hoped for eternal salva-

tion from one expiring on a cross. Thus he honoured
Christ who did not disappoint his expectations. Had
he been taken down from the cross, and lost this faith,

o o
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or not shown it by his subsequent works, ' he should

* have lost his salvation again.' But the question is,

whether such a faith is ever lost. " I have prayed for

" thee, that thy faith fail not."

P. clvii. 1. 22. ' The reference, &c.'* The addi-

tion of the twelfth article was made, with great wisdom

and propriety; and v/ithout it, the system would have

been incomplete. The doctrine of human merit is in-

deed Popish: but it is held in some form or other,

by a vast proportion of nominal Protestants, and by

others all over the world. Our articles and homilies

were levelled against the sentiment, by whomsoever

held, and, not exclusively against the Papists. Their

opinions were like those of the Jews, in the time of our

Lord and his apostles; and the opinions of vast multi-

tudes, in every age and nation, in this respect resemble

their's.

P. clix. 1. 4. ^If, &c.'t Had the framers of our

articles said, * We are not justified in the sight of God

* ' The reference (.o the I.omily upon justification, was in the articles of

* 1552; but our reformers in 1562, as a farther caution, added the 12th arti-

' cle, no part of which was in the articles of 1552, and Whicii may be consi-

' dered as explanatory of tlie species of faith, of which they intended to speak

' in the preceding article, tlie word faith being there used without any

' epithet. In the 12th article it is said, ' Albeit that good works cannot put

' away our sins, yet are they pleasing and acceptable t© God in Christ, and do

* spring out necessarily of a true and lively faith;' ' the Popish doctrine of

* human merit is here again condemned, for the purpose of declaring, that

' though good works possess no power to atone for sin, yet they are pleasing

* and acceptable to God, and arise necessarily out of a true and lively faith.

' This article, therefore, plainly shows, that the faith, by which in the preced-

* ing article we are said to be justified, is a faith productive of a holy and

* virtuous life, and not a faith which bringetli forth no good works, but is

* idle, barren, and unfruitful, consisting only in believing in the word of God.'

j- If, however, the framers of our articles had said, ' we are not justified

* by faith only,' • instead of saying, as they have done, * we are justified by

' faith only,' * they might, as we have seen, equally have pleaded the au-

* thority of an apostle for the assertion. Both propositions are true; and the

* seeming contradiction between tliein, arises fiom the different senses in

' which the word faith is used.'
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* by faith alone;' they would have found a difficulty in

adducing any scriptural authority, in their favour. What
they have said sufficiently proves, that they understood

St. James, as not meaning any thing inconsistent with

the doctrine of St. Paul, in this argument; though, pro-

bably, they would not all have made out the agreement,

in exactly the same manner; any more than we now do.

P. clix. Note. ' St. James, &c.'* The aposdes

never say, in so many words, that we are justified by

faith alone: and the language of our article, in which

this is expressly stated, is a decided proof, in what

sense the framers of it understood the apostolical lan-

guage. " Because when he, &c." In what part of

St. Paul's epistles does he so much as hint, that the

justification of which he speaks, is * the justification

* conferred by baptism?' Or where does he expressly

mention baptism, in connexion with justification? As-

sertion is easy, but proof is wanting; and very clear

and conclusive agruments, in such a case as this.

P. clix. I. 20. ' These, &c.'f This is accurately

stated. Whether faith ever rises from a dead to a liv-

ing faith, shall not here be disputed. We hope it is

often exchanged for a living faith: of this there is clearer

and fuller proof, than that a living faith ever degenerates

into a dead faith,

* * St. James says that a man is not justified by faith only, but St. PauJ

« does not expressly say that a man is justified by faith only; his words are,

" by faith without the deeds of tlie law." ' In no part however of his epistles

' does he mention any thing bwt faith as necessary to justification, because.

' when bespeaks of the justification of Christians, he always means the jus-

' tification conferred by baptism.'

f ' These men believing, but not obeying, the gospel, have the faith meant

' by St. James, which does not justify; but they have not the faith meant bj-

' St. Paul, which does justify. But if a person of this description become

•convinced of the evil of his ways, be sincerely pciiitent, and feel a true and

* lively faith in Christ, he is then justified from all the sins he has committed,

' being accounted rigliteous before God for the lutrit of our Lord and Suvloia

* Jesus Christ.'
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P. clx. 1. 23. ' Trucy &c.'* This is admitted by

both parties, and needs no further remark: provided,

tlie word produce be adhered to, and contained^ or any

other term to the same effect, be not substituted.

P. clx. Note. ' Faith, ^c.'f I know not of any

evangelical clergyman who dissents from this statement.

P. clxi. 1. 13. ' St, Paul, Sec. 'J Where nothing

occurs, to which we should materially object, I take a

pleasure, in selecting a few passages, which meet my
cordial approbation; and I think that of my brethren.

P. clxi. 1. 20. ' There are, &c. '^ Final salvation

is frequently connected with good works, though not

attributed to them: but, except the passage in St. James,

which has been repeatedly considered, I do not recol-

lect one, in which justijication is attributed to good

works, in any sense, or in any degree; or even intimate-

ly connected with them. It is added, in a note, * That
' is, the continuance in a state of justification:' but jus-

tification, and continuance in a justified state, are not

the same. We, however, read nothing, in any part of

Scripture, about * continuance in a state of justifica-

* tionj' except the following texts refer to it, " By

* ' True christian faith, and good works pleasant and acceptable to God,
' are in their own nature iuseparnble. True faith produces good works as

' naturally as a tree produces its fruit: good works, wherever they exist,

' must proceed from faith, their only germine source. And hence it happens,

' that the one is often mentioned in Scripture without the other, although the

' other is implied or supposed.'

f • Faith, or a general belief ofthc truth of Christianity, is not necessarily

* connected with good works. True christian faith and good works are in-

' separable.'

t ' St. Paul says, *' They who by patient continuance in well-doing, seek

" for glory, and honour, and immortality, shall inherit eternal life." Here
' is not a word concerning faith; but it is suppo.sed, for nothing but fiiith can

' cause a patient continuance in well-doing with the hope of everlasting hap-

* piness.'

§ • There are, however, more passages in the epistles which attribute

'justification and salvation te good xorkc, than to faith.'
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'' whom also, we have access by faith into this grace

** wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
*' God." ** While we were yet sinners, Christ died for

" us. Much more then being justified by his grace,

*' we shall be saved from wrath through him."* " That,

'" being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs

" according to the hope of eternal life.''f Who are kept

** by the power of God, through faith unto salvation."^

There is indeed one passage, which may be thought

more favourable to the sentiment; " If ye continue

*' in the faith grounded and settled, &c.:"§ but even here,

their continuance in a state of reconciliation is connect-

ed with their contimtance in the faith j not with good

works.

P. cxlii. 1. 4. < The authors, &c.'ll Were then

the churches, to which the apostles wrote, constituted

of professed believers, who were not real christians?

This, alas! is to a great degree, the case in modern times,

now that whole nations profess to believe in Christ;

and yet the bulk of them do not so much as appear to

live as it becometh christians! But surely it was not

thus, with the select companies, collected into church-

es, by the apostles themselves. And if the epistles

were written to make professed believers real christians:

where are we to find those fuller instructions, by which

they were led further into the knowledge of the deeper

and more mysterious parts of Christianity? The labour-

ed discussions of St. Paul, in his epistles to the Ro-
mans, the Galatians, and the Hebrews, were evidentlv

* Rom. V. 2. 8, 9. t Tit. iii. 7. t 1 Pet. i. b-

'; Col. i, 21—23.

^ • The authors of these epistles were therefore chiefly anxious by the

use of plain and intelligihle language, to induce their converts to walk wor-
* thy of the vocation wherewith they were called, by an uprig-ht and holy
' 'if*; to make professed believers in the gospel real christians.'
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intended to settle the minds and judgments of the per-

sons addressed, in all the great truths of Christianity; to

explain and confirm the grand doctrines of the gospel;

not only to ' induce the converts to walk worthy of their

' vocation;' " but also to rectify their errors, to recal

" them from their wanderings, to guard them against

*' deceivers, and to lead them forward in the knowledge
*' of Christ:" " that they should no more be children,

*' tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine, by the

" sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they

^' lie in wait to deceive; but, speaking the truth in love,

*' might grow up into him in all things, which is the

'* head, even Christ."* I think no man can attentively

read the first chapters of the Epistles to the Ephesians,

the Colossians, and the Thessalonians, without being

convinced, that the persons to whom they were sent,

were already true christians, who gave decided proof of

jiving faith, by " the work of faith, the labour of love,

*' and the patience of hope.'* Even those to the Corin-

thians and the Galatians, in which much warning and

reproof are contained, suppose the most of the persons

addressed to be true christians, at least " babes in

*' Christ." Those to Timothy and Titus were evident-

ly intended to instruct these eminent ministers, how to

perform, more and more completely, the duties of their

important station: and in that to the Hebrews, the apos-

tle says, " Called of God an high priest after the order

" of Melchizedeck, of whom we have many things to

^^ say, and haid to be uttered, seeing ye arc all dull

" of hearing." Yet, having shown, that they had made
very small proficiency, compared with what might have

been expected; he proceeds with his purpose, and says,

'* Therefore, leaving the first principles of the doctrim

• Knli. iv. 14—16.
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''of Christ, let us go on unto perfection."* St. PeKr
speaks thus of St Pauh " As our beloved brother Paul

" also, according to the wisdom of God given unto him,
*' hath written unto you: as also in all his epistles, speak-

" ing in them of these things; in which are some things

*' hard to be understood, which they that are unstable

" and unlearned wrest, as they do the other Scriptures,

*' to their own destruction.'*! These were not " milk
*' for the unskilful in the word of righteousness:" but

strong " meat which belongethto those of full age; even

" those who, by reason of use, have their senses excrcis-

** ed to discern good and evil."—-If, however, any mo-
dern teachers go further into doctrinal discussions, than

the apostolical epistles do; and if they neglect ' by the

* use of plain and intelligible language to induce their

* converts to " walk worthy of their vocation;" they are

justly to be reprehended. And we may find abundant

opportunity of attempting to convert ' professed believ-

* ers into real christians;' and should use all scriptural

means for that purpose.

P. clxii.l. 10. ' St. John, &c.'J That act of obe-

dience, by which we receive Christ as our Saviour, is

the same as faith in him; but all subsequent obedience

is produced by faith, and consequently cannot signify the

• Heb. v.lO—U. vi. 1. f 2 Pet. in. 15, 16.

t ' Again St. John says, "God so loved the world, that he gave his only

" begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have

" everlasting life;" and St. Paul says, " Christ became the Author of eternal

" salvation unto all them that obey him:" salvation therefore is promised both

' to faith and to obedience; and consequently faith and obedience must in re-

' ality signify the same thing, or include each other; otherv/ise, the two pas-

* sages would be irreconcilable. The obedience, in the latter, is the obedience

' which pi'oceeds from faith; and how or why should men obey Christ, if they

* do not believe him to be the predicted Redeemer of the world? Tiie

' faith in the former is the faith which produces, or is accompanied by, obe-

* dience; and indeed a true and lively faith in the merits and promises of

* Christ, is naturally productive ofobedience to his commands.'
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same thing, as faith. The tree produces the fruit: but

the tree and fruit are not the same thing; any more, than

the mother and the child are the same person; nor can

they properly be said to * include each other.' The tree

indeed in some sense included the fruit, before it produ-

ced it; but the fruit never included the tree. The rest of

the quotation, however, sliows that the passage was intend-

ed chiefly to prove that true faith always produces obe-

dience, about which there should be no controversy.

Yet the important doctrine, ofjustification by faith alone,

requires some notice to be taken of such expressions, as

are inconsistent with it: and if faith and obedience * sig-

* nify the same thing,' we are as really justified by obe-

dience, as by faith; and that not till after we have per-

formed the obedience: but ' good works, which are the

* fruits of faith, follow after justification.'*

P. clxiii. 1. 5. 'A man, &c.'t That, ' a man is

* saved by faith, which produces obedience,' accords to

the language of Scripture: the other propositions, if in-

tended of final salvation from sin and all its conse-

quences, may bear a scriptural construction: but should

we not " speak according to" the language, as well as

to the meaning of " the oracles of God?" Moreover, as

Justification and salvation are often considered as the

same thing, or as convertable terms, it is highly im-

portant, that, in showing the necessity of obedience and

good works, we be careful not to cloud the doctrine of

justification, or to mislead men respecting it.

Art. xii.

I
* A man is saved by obedience which proceeds from faith; a man is saved

* by faith which produces obedience; a man is saved by faith and obedience.

< In all these three propositions, Christ is supposed to be the meritorious

' cause of salvation, and faith and obedience are asserted to be in the person

* saved. If the obedience of the first proposition does not proceed from

' faith, it does not save; if the faith of the second proposition does not pro'.

* duce obedience, it does not save; and therefore both faith and obedience, as

' declared in tke third proposition, are neccjsary to salvation/
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P. clxiii. Note from Whitby. ' It is, &c.'* Thus
the acorn virtually not formally contains the oak; as

well as, the oak, when grown, virtually contains other

acorns, and future oaks. On such subjects men may
speculate in philosophy; but acorns will not answer the

purpose of oaks, notwithstanding their virtually con-

taining each other. Nor will obedience answer the

purpose of faith as to justification. We agree, how-

ever, that we cannot be either justified now, or saved

at last, by that faith, which does not ' produce in us a

' sincere obedience to the laws of Christ.'

P. clxiv. 1. 9. '' If a, &c.'t If a minister, either in

a country-church, or in any other place, or before any

congregation, learned or unlearned, should preach in

the manner here described; he would prove, that he was

wholly unfit for his important office; and would certain-

ly be more likely to corrupt the principles, than to

* improve, the morals of his audience;' and to propagate

antinomianisra, instead of Christianity. Much caution

therefore is needful, on this side, as well as on the other;

and much heavenly wisdom and faithfulness; which can

only be obtained by constant, fervent, prayer to " the

'^ Giver of every good and perfect gift."

• • It is evident that Paul esteemed that alone true faith which is produc-

' tive of obedience, ayd so doth virtually, although not formally, include

* obedience, as the effect is virtually contauied in the cause. So that the

' difference between men of judgment, as to saving faith, is more in M'ords

* than sense, they all designing the same thing, that we cannot be saved by

* that faith which doth not produce in us a sincere obedience to the laws of

' Christ.'

f • If a minister should, in a country-church, tell his parishioners, that they

' will be saved if they have faith in Jesus Christ, without explainii#(j to them
* what he means by faith; or even if, with explauiing to them the true sense

' of the word, he makes this doctrine the corrstant subject of his discourses,

and does not frequently inculcate the personal and social dutie's separately

* as essential parts of the character of a true christian, and as an mdispensa-
' ble proof of his possessing a lively faith, he will be very far from improving"

' the morality of his audience.'

VOL. I. r p
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P. clxiv. 1. 20. ' An illiterate, &c.'* In what sense

is the declaration here (juoted, ' a rule of life?' This

expression is used in different senses. It may signify

a rule, by which a man should regulate his conduct:

and every prohibition of lying and drunkenness, and

other vices, as well as every command given to love

God and our neighbour; in sliort, the whole moral law

of God, as explained in the New Testament, by our

Lord and his apostles, is in this sense * a rule of life,'

or ' a rule of duty;' which I hope few of the evangeli-

cal clergy neglect frequently to set before their hearers,

with suitable warnings and exhortations. But, by ' a

' rule of life' may be meant, a rule, by observing which

eternal life may be obtained; '* What good thing shall

" I do, that I may inherit eternal life?" In this sense no

prohibition, or precept, except, " Believe in the Lord

" Jesus Christ, and thou shall be saved," can, to a sin-

ner, be a rule of life: because none of our obedience

can entitle us to eternal life, which is " the gift of God
" through Jesus Christ our Lord." But it is seriously

to be feared, that multitudes expect, by abstaining from

gross vices, and practising some outward duties, to ob-

tain eternal life, though destitute of true repentance, liv-

ing faith, and inward holiness; and that the religious in-

Ktructions, which they receive, do not tend to undeceive

them; though this sentiment at once renders void the

whole gospel.

P. clxv. 1. 5. * Ifhe, &c.'t This passage describes

* * An illiterate person, and tlie iulk of country congreg-ations consists oi"

^ persons «^that description, if he be told, that lying and drunkenness are

^ forbidden by the laws of God, and-that one of Christ's apostles has declared

' that no liar or drunkard sliall inherit the kingdom of God, will see in this

' plain prohibition and declaration a rule of life.'

j* ' If he be told, that he has only to cherish faith in his mind, and he will

» be eternally happy, he will be apt to persuade himself tl)at he has this faith,

* while he is .guilty of every vice within his means, to which he feels any
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a Style of preaching, which I trust is wholly ideal: at

least it has never fallen under my notice. Dispropor.

tionate statements, as to the different parts of divine

truth; a far too general way of treating on practical sub-

jects; many unguarded expressions, and methods of

exhibiting the grand doctrines of the gospel, which

might be perverted by a carnal heart to an antinomian

meaning, I have heard aad lamented, and have protest-

ed against; but never, even from those, who are justly

considered as antinomians, any thing so grossly abo-

minable, as that which is here described.. At present,

I am persuaded, that the evangelical clergy in general

are very careful to caution their congregations against

every antinomian perversion of the doctrine of grate:

and I am fully assured, that there are very few in their

congregations, who are not quite convinced, that ' lying,

* drunkenness, theft, and fornication,' and every other

instance of immorality, or profaneness, will, unless re-

pented of, forsaken, and abhorred, terminate in their

everlasting damnation, whatever doctrines they assent

to, or whatever confidence they may express; nay, that

the very circumstance of encouraging themselves in sin,

by perverting the doctrine of salvation by grace, will

exceedingly enhance their guilt and condemnation. If

there be any clergyman, who teaches his congregation,

that * faith is all which is required for pardon and salva-

' tion,' and does not enjoin them to ' abstain from ly-

/ ing, drunkenness, theft, and fornication; and show the

' nature and effects of " faith which worketh by love,"

' temptation. He will remember tbat the preacher only told him to Iiave

• faith, and that he did not enjoin him to abstain from lying-, drunkpnnes?,

' theft, and fornication. He believes that Christ died for the sins of men,

' and h convinced, upon the authority of liis minister, that this faith is all

' which is required for pardon and salvation. Whoever knows ariy thing of

' the common people, cannot but know that this mode of reasoning, easily

' sutc!2,"ested by the ccn-npt nature of man, is very I'kely to take place.'
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as distinguished from a faith consistent with such abo*

minable wickedness; it would rejoice me, and I will

answer for it, most of my brethren, to see episcopal au-

thority exercised, in silencing him; as well as in silenc-

ing many others, who, in different ways corrupt the

gospel of Christ, or disgrace it by their example. We
are fully aware that ' this mode of reasoning, easily sug-

* gested by the corrupt nature of man,' is likely to take

place, both among ' the common people,' and their su-

periors: and if we giv;^ny occasion to it, nay, if we do

not fully wan* ajJrcoi^^Blions against it, we deserve

not only the c^lsio^-e of "^^^Jjiiocesans, but the awful

wrath of our Jioly God; ana:'s]^1Lexpericnce it, except

we "repent, and do works mo^t^vir repentance;" how
evangelical soever our creed majrj]

P. clxv. 1. 20. * Whoever^ Sccy^VtWho these ' cer-

' tain preachers' are, 1v;3^are ntj^ tol^ljut this I can con-

fidently say, that I have[,#itnessed, iiifthe places, where

the evangelical clergy iu'e ^Iqjt^fyed^ degree of morali-

ty, even in those, who did*-«8"t^ully enter into their

views; beyond what I ever saw iivany other places. It

is true, that many learn from the preachers, evangelical

notions, and make a temporary profession of religion;

who, at length return, *' like the sow that is washed to

" her wallowing in the mire;" and " the last state" of

these men is " worse than the first." But if they are to

be considered as specimens of the company, which they

have renounced, or from which they have been exclu-

ded; while all those, who, " taught by the saving grace

*' of God, that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,

" they should lead sober, righteous, and godly lives,"

are quite overlooked: prejudice may easily bring in a

* ' whoever lias lived in the iieig'hboui-hood ofcertaiii preachers, will les--

' tlty that It has taken place.'
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verdict against the whole body. Thus Judas, Ananias,

Sapphira, and Simon Magus, might have been consid-

ered as specimens of the character of Christians, in the

primitive times; and those, of whom Paul spake, even

weeping,* of all the conv?erts made by his ministry.

In populous places also, where in this land preachers

of every kind are, at present, found; there will, no

doubt, be men, who adopt the wildest notions, and dis-

grace the truths which they profess, with the vilest con-

duct. They, who pay sufficient attention to the subject,

will find, that this is the grief and distress of numbers,

and especially of ministers; who, agreeing in some

points of doctrine with these enthusiasts and antino-

mians, (for we cannot give up truth, because professed

and perverted by wicked men,) are by superficial ob-

servers, and such as only behold the company from

a distance, classed among those, whom they mourn

over, and protest against, and oppose, by every scriptu-

ral method in their power.

But after every deduction, it may confidently be aver-

red, that the stated congregations, and especially the com-

municants, at those churches, or chapels, in which the

evangelical clergy officiate, are, by far, the most strictly

moral part of the established church, in respect of ex-

emption from gross vices; and further, that they exert

themselves, in endeavouring to relieve the distresses of

the poor, to instruct their children, and to forward every

good work, with more decided diligence, earnestness,

and liberality; than are generally manifested among
their opponents. And I appeal to every candid ob-

server, who differs from me, in religious sentiments,

but has carefully compared our parishes and congrega-

• ?hil. iii. 18, 19.
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tions, with otlier parishes and congregations, whether

this be not true.

P. clxv. 1. 22. ' The doctrine, &c.'* The style of

preaching here supposed to be imperfect and dangerous,

is I trust httle known in our -r^ongregations. He who

insists solely on salvation through faith, is far from

"declaring the whole counsel of God." Whatever

God has made a part of his revealed word, that, as far

• ' The doctrine of salvation through faith, if rightly understood, is strictly

" scriptural; and I do not mean to say that any bad effects are intended by in-

' sisting solely or principally upon this one point. But I think that this style

' of preaching is imperfect and dangerous; and in support of my opinion I

' will venture to affirm, that the New Testament does not furnisli one dis-

' course of our Saviour, one sermon of any of his apostles, or one epistle, in

' which there is not an exhortation to the practice of moral virtue, or in which

' a reward is not promised to holiness of life. Let the preachers, to whom I

• allude, read the conclusions of those very epistles, upon particular passages

' of which they lay so much stress, and they will find the most earnest injunc-

* tions to the performance of the relative duties, and a variety of declarations

' and precepts all tending to encourage the cultivation of practical virtue. Let
' them constantly bear in mind the solemn direction given by St. Paul to

' Titus, whom he had appointed a preacher of the gospel, and let them ob-

serve that it immediately follows the assertion, that we "are justified by
" grace." "This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm

," constantly, that they which have believed in God, might be careful to main-

" tain good works: these things are good and profitable unto men." Justlfi-

cation therefore by grace, so far from rendering good works unnecessary, is

' the ground upon which they are to be enforced by a Christian minister; they

' are, says Dr. Doddridge, to be the darling topicks of your preaching, as you
' desire the edification and salvation ofyour hearers. The instructions indeed,

* which St. Paul gave to Timothy and Titus for preaching the gospel, related

' principally to practical subjects, that their hearers might " adorn the doc-

" trine of God our Saviour In all things." ' Surely then if the Inspired apos-

' ties were guided to instruct their disciples in this manner, it is incumbent

« upon their successors, the present ministers of the gospel, to insist upon the

' necessity of good works, at least with as much earnestness and as frequently

' as upon the necessity of faith. To obviate any misunderstanding upon a

* point of so great moment, the observance of the moral duties, upon the

' principles and motives requn-ed in the g(jspel, ought to be expressly enfor-

' ced as indispensable to salvation; and whenever faith is inculcated, the con-

• gregation should be reminded, that to show fliith by works is the only

• mode of showing faith authorized by Scripture, and not palpably subject to

' deceit and delusion.'
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as doctrine and practice are concerned, ought to have »
proportionable place in our instructions; and though

there is much imperfection in us all, most of the body,

1 trust, aim to do this. It may fairly be said, of many

among us, that there is no one of our discourses, or ser-

mons, either printed, or preached, which does not con-

tain exhortations to the practice of moral virtue, or

christian holiness; or in which a gracious reward is not

proposed to the fruits of faith and grace. We hope, that

we both read, and endeavour to reduce to practice, in

our ministry, what his Lordship very properly recom-

mends to our attention:,and many will unite with me in

earnestly praying, that all the clergy of our church, and

all every where called the ministers of Christianity, may
do this more and more. But here is our disadvantage: we
read his Lordship's book, and the works of our other

opponents; and we really know what their opinions are:

but we cannot avoid thinking, that many of our oppo-

nents do not read our books, and are not acquainted

with our sentiments. And this is, by far, the most can-

did construction we can put upon their conduct; for

most certainly
J
we are supposed to hold, and to dissent

inate, doctrines, which we wholly abhor and protest

against.

P. clxvii. 1. 22. * No clergyman^ &c.'* Except the

* ' No clergyman should confine his publick instruction to subjects of

' morality or of theology. The sermons of a parish priestought to extend to

" all the doctrines and to all the duties of Christianity. The one are not to be
* dwelt upon to the exclusion of the other. A faithful minister of the gospel

•' Will strive to " show himself approved unto God," * by " rigJitly dividing-

" the word of truth," * so as to embrace the whole christian scheme of hu

'man redemption. Sometimes he will give a summary of this wonderfi;1

* dispensation, and explain its divine origin, necessity, extent, and inestlma-

* ble value. At other times he will illustrate the various truths which it re-

* veals, and enlarge upon the numerous precepts which it contains; and what-

* ever doctrine he inculcates, or whatever duty he enforces, he will be care-

' ful uQt to lead his hearers into the error of imagining, that this single point
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word condition^ there is nothing in this passage, which

does not accord to the views of the author of these re-

marks. He is a very defective minister of Christianity

indeed, who does not preach the whole of Christianity,

in scriptural connexion and proportion. It would be a

most important blessing, if these publications should ex-

cite those clergymen, who have greatly excluded or,

cast into the back ground, the peculiar doctrines of

Christianity; to bring them forward, and to give them

all that prominency, which they have in the apostolical

writings; and graft all their practical exhortations upon

them: and if such evangelical preachers, as have too

much confined themselves to doctrines, promises, and

privileges; and have been too general and slight in prac-

tical instructions and exhortations, might be induced to

insist more fully and particularly upon them, as the ge-

nuine deduction from their doctrines: according to the

just remark of the pious Doddridge, I can truly say,

should I live to see it, that I should as cordially rejoice

in the latter, as in the former effect. The deficiency,

indeed, has been by no means so great as our opponents

suppose; yet there has been a deficiency, in evangelical

preachers, in respect of practical instruction, which

many of us has deeply lamented, and endeavoured, per-

haps with some success, to remedy. He who does not

preach the grand doctrines of salvation by grace, in

' is all that is required of a christian; or that obedience or belief in this one

'ai'ticle will compensate for disobedience or unbelief in any other. "He
" that ofJendeth in one point, is guilty of all;" ' surely then every portion

' and particle of the christian character is to be explained, lest a man by a

' single omission become a transgressor of the whole law. Much less are doc-^

* trinal subjects totally to supersede the duties of morality, " for what doth it

'• profit, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works?" 'Let not

' these two, faith and works, which Christ has joined together in his gospel,

' be ever separated by his ministers. Let faith be inculcated as the appointed

' condition of justification; and let works at the same time be always enforced

' as the necessary fruits and sole criterion of true faith.'
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Christ, through fiiith; builds without a foundation: and

he, ivho laying this foundation, does not build upon it,

every part of christian holiness and obedience, has a foun-

dation without a building erected on it; or one construct-

ed of such materials, as will never stand the fiery trial.

P. clxix. 1. 4. ' But -while. Sec.'* I quote this pas-

sage, as cordially approving it.

r. clxx. 1. 10. 'Butif, &c.'t 'Works, the ap-

? pointed condition of salvation,' might here be noticed,

as language not found in scripture, nor known to our

reformers. But if this were not so, ' we should of course

' become indifferent to the character of our actions.'

This must mean, that self-love is the highest, or the

only motive, of human activity, even in the most reli-

gious persons: otherwise love to God and man, love to

holiness, hatred of sin, and other disinterested motives,

might render us *' zealaus of good works," even if we
did not think them the condition of salvation. But if

nothing, except mercenary hope and slavish fear can

deter men from wickedness; it is manifest, that they are

destitute of love, gratitude, benevolence, and every right

disposition.

P. clxx. Note. ' In the, &c.'J This note appears

to give a right view of the text, on which it is made.

* ' Bat while I am contending' thai a strict attention to the duties of mora-
' llty is indispensably required by the religion of Christ,* must repeat, that

' good works are in no I'espect or degree the meritorious cause of our salva-

• tion. Whenevei' we speak of any benefit derived from the gospel-dispensa-

' tion, all notion of deserving it, all idea of merit on our part, is to be disclaim-

' ed. The whole and every part of this inestimable blessing, every conse-

' quence and effect proceeding from it, directly or indirectly, is the free gift

' of God to unworthy and undeserving man. This distinction between meri-

' torious cause and appointed condition is a very material one.'

\ * But if we went into the opposite extreme, and believed that good works
' were not the appointed condition of salvation, we should of course becoms
' indifferent to the character ofour actions.'

\. ' In the Revelation it is said, " Blessed are they that do his command-

q q
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P. clxxi. 1. 15. * Those ruho, &c.'* This belongs

properly to the subject of the next chapter. Had the

words ' the enthusiasts of the present day,' been ex-

plained, and the reader clearly informed, what body of

men were intended, what sentiments these persons main-

tained, and how they might be distinguished from other

teachers; the caution to avoid them would have been

more explicit, and suited to produce more effect. As
it is, we must put it along with another phrase, some-

limes improperly used on the other side of the question;

' The blind Pharisees of the present day.' It will, how-

ever, be concluded by numbers, that his Lordship means

the evangelical clergy, as part of the company at least.

But, I hope, there is not one of them, I am sure there

are very few, who teach tlieir hearers to ' suppose them-

*' ments, that tliey may have ris^ht to tlie tree of life."f * This is a right not

' founded in the real merit of men, but derived from the'gracious promise of

' God; not a claim upon God's justice, but a free gift of his mercy. A pro-

' raise, from its nature implies that it might have been wlthholden without
*' injustice; l)ut he who promises, contracts a debt, which he is bound to dis-

' charge upon tlie performance of the conditions on which tlie promise Is

" made. A promise proves the kindness of him who promised, and not the

' worthiness of liim to whom the promise is made; and that kindness is the

greater, the greater is the value of the thing promised, and the mere easy

the conditions upon which it is promised.'

• ' Those, who listen to the qntluisiasts of the present day, too often sup-

•' pose themselves the chosen vessels of God, and are persuaded that no con-

' duct, however atroclou.s, however unchristian, can finally deprive them of

' eternal felicity; since they are taught to believe, that though it may be or-

' dained that for a time they may fall fiom grace, yet it is irreversibly decreed

* that they shall ultimately be saved. If these preachars do not in so many
* words tell their hearers, that Ihea* moral conduct will have no influence

* upon the sentence which will be pronounced upon them in the last day; or

' if they do not entirely pass over in silence the great duties of morality, yet

' if they dwell so much more earnestly and more frequently upon the iieces-

' sity and merit of faith, as to induce an opinion tliat good works are of litUe

' comparative importance, the natural consequence will be, a laxity of prln-

' ciple and a dissoluteness of manners. Even a doubt of the efficacy of vir-

' lue will lead to a disregard of its laws.'

I Kev. xvii. 14.
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' selves the chosen vessels of God, and to be persuad-

^ ed, that no conduct, however atrocious or unchris-

' tian, can finally deprive them of eternal felicity, Sec/

Many of the evangelical clergy do not hold the doc-

trine referred to; it forms.no prominent part of the pub-

lick instruction of a large majority of those who do; and

they, who are most particular on the subject, with very

few, if any, exceptions, state it thus: No man can have

sctiptural ground to conclude himself interested in this

unspeakable benefit; except as he is himself conscious,

and evidences to others, that he has tnie living faith,

producing unreserved obedience. If he be overcome

by temptation, and fall into sin: he must lose his confi-

dence of his acceptance, if it be genuine: this he never

can legitimately recover, till by deep repentance, with

its appropriate fruits, and by renewed faith, in God*s

mercy through Christ, his prayer, *' Restore to me the

"joy ofthy salvation," be answered. He may, and ifa true

believer, we suppose, is, in a safe state: but he cannot

know, and is not authorized to think himself, in a safe

state, after having grossly sinned, till unequivocal re-

pentance has taken place. And, it is our general in-

struction, that if a man take encouragement from this

doctrine, when living in the habitual practice of any

known sin, or the habitual neglect of any known duty,

and quiet his conscience by it; it is a decided proof, that

he is a hypocrite. Whether our sentiment, in this par-

ticular, be true, or no; this is my view of the subject;

and I would not be thought to plead the cause of an}^

who wish to state this point, in a more lax and accomo-

dating manner. If this statement deserve the censure,

contained in the passage adduced; let it bear it. It is

indeed true, that some, who do not ' pass over in si-

' lence the f^reat duties of morality,' or rather of chris-
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lian holiness, do treat on other subjects more earnestl}-.

But, in so doing, they meet the decided disapprobation

of a large number and an increasing number, of those,

who hold the same doctrines.—What is meant by ' tlie

' eflicacy of virtue,' does not appear. It is allowed, that

even real good works have no efficacy, in our justifica-

tion. But; * if there be any virtue, if there be any praise,

' think of these things,' is our exhortation to our flocks.

We indeed dwell earnestly on the necessity of faith, and

of its efficacy, if genuine, for our justification: but we

speak as little of ' the merit of faith,' as of ' the efficacy

' of virtue,' for merit and efficacy are by no means the

same.

P. clxxii. 1. 8. ' Although, Sec.'* If ' the best

' things which we do have something in them to be

'pardoned;'! then there must be sin in every human

deed. ' Man is very far gone from original righteous-

' ness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil; so that

* ' Allhouijli the best actions of men must partake of the Infirmity of their

' nature, and cannot give the slifjhtest claim to eternal happiness; yet to re-

' pi'esent every human deed as an actu.d sin, and deserving of everlasting pnn-

* ishment, is not only uriautl.orized by Scripture, but is alio of very dangei'-

' ous consequence. It tends to destroy all distinction between virtue and

• vice, and to make men careless of their conduct; it is to conTound those

' who live under the absolute dominion of sin, with those who occasion-

' ally yield to temptation; it is to make no discrimination between the

' iiabitually wicked, and those who through surprise or inadvertence deviate

* from the jJath of duty, between picmeditated crimes and unintentional of-

' fenpes. Not only particular actions of men are commended both in ihe Old

' and New Testament, but at?the day of final retribution Ciu'ist is di-scribed

' as saying, " Well done, tliou good and faithful servant," 'which implies

• that a man's general habits and conduct in life may be deserving of theap-

* probation of his Judge. How can this address of our Saviour be reconciled

' with tlie tenets of those, who consider every action of man as sinful and

' punishable? Where can be the justifung works of Vv'hich St. James speaks?

' where ran be " the charity, and service, and faith, and patience," ' recorded

' in the Revelation? Where are tliose who " have not defiled their garments,"

• who *' are worthy," ' and whose " napies are iiot blotted out of the booiy

^' of life:"

•[ Note, Refutation, p. 60, fil.
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' the flesh always lusteth against the spirit.'* * Works
' done before the grace of Christ, and the inspiration of

* his Spirit, are not pleasant to God;—for that they are

' not done, as God hath willed and commanded them to

' be done, v/e doubt not but that they have the nature

* of sin.'t *' The ploughing of the wicked is sin.":|:

Every human deed, therefore, which is done before the

grace of Christ, is an actual sin.—" Cursed is every

" one who continueth not in all things written in the

" book of the law to do them." Therefore *' they that

** are under the works of the law are under the curse.*'

§

" Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire."^

Whether * every human deed deserves everlasting pun-

' ishment,' so that each deed in a sinner's life, singly

considered, merits damnation, needs not here be argued.

It may be sufficient, as *' submitting to the righteous-

" ness of God," in the punishment denounced against

every transgressor of his law; to acknowledge that we
deserve everlasting punishment for our many and com-

plicated crimes. When, thus condemning ourselves,

we '* have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set be-

fore us," in Christ; we begin to do real good works,

acceptable to God, through his mediation: yet these

are imperfect, and need washing in his blood; they caiji -

not ' endure the severity of God's judgment;'!! there is

u mixture of evil in them, which deserves wrath, and

needs forgiveness, and it is of these, that the texts of

Scripture, adduced in the quotation, manifestly speak

Every action of man is sinful and punishable, and would

subject him to punishment, according to the strict and

holy law of God: but, according to the gospel, God
mercifully forgives what is evil, and graciously accepts

* Art. Ix. t -^rf- xiiJ- * ^^''V- s.^l 4, § Hal. iii. 10.

fr Matt. XXV, 41. llArt. xi'.
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and rewards what is good, the fruits of his Spirit, in true

believers. " The fine linen, clean and white, are the

" righteousness of the saints:" " Yet they washed their
*

' roUes and made them white in the blood of the

" Lamb."* In discoursing on these subjects, there is

certainly adanger of clouding the proper distinction be-

tween virtue and vice, and of making all sins equal,

like the Stoicks of old. Caution is, therefore, needful,

and we must " ask wisdom of God,*' to guide us at a

distance, from the dangers on either side: for there is

great danger, lest, in palliating some instances of human

conduct, in which God is neglected and forgotten; and

in commending human virtues; we should lead men to

entertain slight thoughts of sin, as disobedience to God,

Avhen it is not evidently mischievous to man; foster a

proud self-justifying spirit; and encourage a hope of sal-

vation, without repentance, conversion, and genuine holi-

ness. If the grand truths and encouragements of the

gospel be fully set before men, along with the declara-

tions concerning the evil of sin, and the sinfulness of

their ordinary, nay, their best actions; they, who duly at-

tend will indeed give up the hope of saving themselves

by their own virtues, but they will also be led to hope

for salvation by Christ Jesus; and this will induce a

stricter conscientiousness, than they before so much as

thought of. But if any so preach, as not to discrimi-

nate, between the direct ungodliness, or gross crimes

.of the wicked; and the lamented deficiencies of true

christians; or, between iheir sins of surprize and inad-

vertency, and the premeditated crimes, of those who are

Habitually wicked; lie has not at all learned " rightly to

•' divide the word of truth."

' Comp. Rev. vii- 14. xix. 8.
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P. clxxiii. 1. 20. '\Ifmeny &c.'* * They should some-

' times be guilty of sin, or not rise to the standard, &c.'

" In many things we offend all."t No mere man, ever

* rose to this standard of purity, &c.' St. Paul himself

vvas only pressing forwards towards it. Our defective

obedience, however, will, no doubt, be accepted through

faith in the merits of a crucified Redeemer: but no

obedience of unbelievers will be accepted. What is

involuntary, in the strict sense of the word, cannot be

sin; for the criminality consists in the will. The sins,

however, of true believers, are contrary to their habitual

purpose and intention. They desire perfectly to obey;

but the will of a creature is changeable; and especially

that of a fallen creature: so that often, in the hour of

temptation, they do those things, against which they

were before, steadily resolved. Thus Peter, in deny-

ing his Lord, acted contrary to his determined purpose,

and inconsistently with his general character: and, ac-

cording to the gracious constitution of the gospel, " It

* ' Ifmen heartily strive to practise the whole of their duty; if it be tHe

' great object of their lives to make the precepts of the gospel the invaria-

* Lie rule of their conduct, but still, from the frailly of their nature, they

* should sometimes be guilty of sin, or not rise to the standard of purity and
* excellence required by our holy religion; we have ground to believe, that an
' imperfect and defective obedience of this kind will be accepted through
' faith in the merits of a crucified Redeemer. If such occasional and involun-

* tary deviation from the path of duty will not be forgiven, who of the sons

* of men can be saved? Men, as they now are, are not capable of perfect obe-

' dience, but they are capable of endeavouring to attain it. Such an endea-

' vour is their indispensable duty; and although it may not in all instances

' and upon every occasion be effectual, it is humbly hoped that it may be

' sufficient to recommend them to the favour of God, ' forasmuch as what

_
' their infirmity lacketh, Christ's justice hath supplied.'" * In no part of our
* public formulai'ies is any thing like actual perfect obedience supposed; and
* in the only prayer which our Saviuor himself commanded his followers to

* use, we pray God to " forgive us our trespasses:" ' all christians therefore

' are taught by their Saviour to consider and confess themselves as simiers,

' that is, at best as yielding an impen'ect obedience.'

t Jam. iii. 2,
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'' Avas not he, but sin which dwelt in him." Yet he did

not sin^involuntarily. But Judas, in betraying Christ,

acted in character, and consistently with his habitual

purpose, of rendering his profession subservient to his

worldly interest. " He was a thief, and had the bag,

" and bare what was put therein." The demon of

avarice possessed his heart: he robbed the poor, his

brethren, and his Lord; and at last bargained for filthy

lucre, to betray Jesus to his enemies. " It was he, and

'* not sin, that dwelt in him,"—' Sufficient to recom-

' mend, 8^c.' The good works of believers are suffi-

cient to prove their faith living, and their love sincere.

They are " the fruits of the Spirit," and are presented

in humble faith, through the great Intercessor: but he

alone recommends bodi them and their obedience unto

God: " acceptable to God tlirough Jesus Christ."

—

Perfect obedience is not supposed in our public for-

mularies: but is it meant that any description of minis-

ters insist upon perfect obedience, as necessary to our

acceptance in Christ Jesus, by faith? Calvinists in ge-

neral, and the evangelical clergy iu particular, are often

charged, as conniving at sin, in those, who embrace

their creed; and being in many things too lenient, as to

practical subjects: yet at other times, it is intimated,

that they are as over-rigorously strict, in their require-

ments! But custom inures us to bear discordant cen-

sures, without any great emotion. That perfect obe-

dience is demanded, as the condition of justification by

works, is manifest.—" Thou hast answered right. This

" do,* aiid thou shalt live." That is, " Love God
'* with all thy heart, and love thy neighbour as diy-^

*' self." But being justified by faith our sincere and

unreserved, though very defective, obedience, meets

» Luke ?. !:5-~29
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with a gracious acceptance from our reconciled God
and Father.

P. clxxiv. I. 22. ' That /, &c.'* The expression

' invidiously arrogate^ &c.,' might be noticed, but the

subject has ah-eady been considered.! * The True
* Churchman ascertained,' by Mr. Overton, is the only

book of any living author, among the evangelical clergy,

or the Calvinists, which his Lordship has noticed in

his work: and in some respects it is entitled to this

honourable distinction. For I must avow my decided

opinion, that the arguments contained in it, fully prove

the proposition, which he attempts to support; and have

never been, and never can be, fairly answered. Others

must determine whether it was exactly the kind of pub-

lication, which circumstances required: it appears, how-

ever, to me, that by bringing the subject, on which it

treats, fairly and openly before the public, with no com-

* * That I may not be accused of not having sufficient ground foi* what I

' have said, concerning those who invidiously arrogate to themselves the ex-

' elusive tide of evangelical clergy, I will refer to some passages in a book^^

' written professedly in vindication of their principles and practice. We
' there find one minister of the establislied church blamed for ' hoping that

* his congregation will recommend themselves to the favour of God by a re-

* gular attendance npon divine ordinances, and an uniform practice of reli-

' gious precepts;' ' a second is blamed for saying, Kepentance, I doubt not,

' always avails something in the sight of God;' a third is blamed for ' talking

* of works, obedience to the moral law, as constituting men relatively worthy;*

* a fouth is blamed for • urging the necessity of recommending oarselves to

' the mercy of God, and rendering ourselves worthy the mediation of Jesus

' Christ by holiness of living and by an abhorrence of vice;' a fifth is blamed
* for asserting that • good works are the condition, but not the meritorious

* cause of salvation;' and a sixth is blamed for teaching, that 'whatever our

* tenets may be, notliing can afford us comfort at the hour of death, but the

* consciousness of having " done justice, loved mercy, and walked humbly

' with our God;" * expressions taken from a well-known passage in the Old

' Testament.'

f See on p. 49, llefutation.

± The True Churchman ascertained.

VOL. I. R r
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mon measure of ability, it is calculated to answer most

important purposes, and to excite a careful investiga-

tion, of the subject, from which truth has never any

reason to shrink. At the same time, I cannot but ex-

press my surprise, that only a few passages from this

publication, are selected, with decided disapprobation;

and as if these were sufficient to evidence the charges

brought against the whole company of Calvinists, or

evangelical clergy: and that none of the numerous quo-

tations, on the very subjects, which his Lordship is dis-

cussing; and showing in what a particular, and express

manner, some at least of the evangelical clergy incul-

cate every kind of practical instruction; nor any of the

author's own statements, are at all noticed. Much of

the present publication, would have been superfluous

had these things, from the True Churchman, been

fully adduced. Whether it was best to animadvert on

the passages, on which Mr. Overton has made his re-

marks, must be determined by others: but that most,

if not all of them, compared with the Scriptures, and

with our authorized books, are very exceptionable, I

cannot doubt. It is scriptural language, for a minister

to tell his congregation, that he 'hopes^ they will re-

* commend themselves to thefavour of God^ by a regular

* attendance upon divine ordinances, and an uniform

* practice of religious precepts?' Is there any thing like

this, in our liturgy, our articles, or homilies? Mr. Over-

ton's objection lies not against ministers exhorting their

people to these duties; but to their attempting io recom-

mend themselves to God by so doing: when, the best of

what the most eminent christian can do, instead of re-

commending him to the divine favour, needs washing

in the blood of Christ, previously to its acceptance by

a holy God, Certainly such a passage seems an ex-

hortation to them, to "go about to establish their own
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" righteousness;" instead of warning them to ** submit
*' to God's righteousness," and to trust wholly in his

free mercy, through Christ for salvation. * Dr. Hey,
* -treating of the way, in which pardon of sin is obtain-

* ed, says, Repentance, I doubt not, always avails some^

* thing in the sight of God.' Now, the necessity of

repentance, in order to forgiveness, Mr. Overton did

not at all mean to deny; but he objected to the language,

which at least seems to ascribe, that to repentance;

which should wholly be ascribed to the righteousness

and atonement of Christ, in one view, and to faith as

receiving that righteousness and atonement, in another

view. Nothing " availeth in Christ Jesus, but faith

" which worketh by love." * We are often told, that

' repentance and reformation are sufficient to restore the

* most abandoned sinners, to the favour of a just and
' merciful God, and to avert the punishment due to

* their offences. But what does the great herald and
* forerunner of Christ say to this? He came professedly

' as 2i preacher of repentance. If then repentance alone

' had sufficient efficacy for the expiation of sin; surely

* we should have heard this from him, who came on
' purpose to preach repentance! But what is the case?

* Does he tell us, that repentance alone will take away
' the guilt of our transgressions, and justify us, in the

' eyes of our Maker? Quite the contrary. Notwith-
* standing the great stress, which he justly lays on the

* indispensable necessity of repentance: yet he tells his

' followers, at the same time, that it was to Christ o«/y,

' that they were to look for the pardon of their sins.'

" Behold, says he, tlie Lamb of God, which taketh away
*' the sin of the world." And again, " He that be-
*' lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that

'' believeth not shall not see life; but the v.Tath of God
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" abideth on him."* Perhaps, on an expression, which

separated from its connexion, might not appear very

obnoxious; it would have been better, to have said

nothing, or to have said more, by way of explanation:

but it is much easier to find fault, than to avoid faults.

A third is blamed for ' talking of works, as rendering

* men relatively worthy.'— ' He talks of works, obe-

* dience to the moral law, as constituting men relatively

* worthy, and giving them, as he explains the latter of

* these Scriptures,! a right of grace on the part of God;
* and ofGod becoming their Debtor. A right of grace,

' and God man's Debtor; for this is what Mr. Daubeny
' is enforcing; is surely strange and incomprehensible

' doctrine! The apostle, however, is very intelligible

* and express on the subject.' " To him, that worketh,"

he allows, *' the reward is not reckoned of grace but of

" debt: but if it be of works, then it is no more of

" grace: and if by grace, then it is no more by works. "J
Now is there, either in the Bible, or the Prayer-book,

any thing like these words of Mr. Daubeny? In what

does his doctrine differ from that of the Papists, con-

cerning works of condignity? Mr. Overton does not

object to ministers inculcating obedience to the moral

law; and urging the necessity of it, as evidential of liv-

ing faith, and for other important purposes: but to the

??ianfierj in which it thus is insisted on, and the claitriSy

with which it is connected; and these I am bold to say,

^re wholly indefensible. It is, with real pleasure, that

I refer to his Lordship's remark on the text; on which

Mr. Daubeny grounds these exceptionable remarks; as

giving, in my view, ^ scriptural statement of its real

import. \

• Bp. Porteus. f Rev. xxii. 14. t True Churchman, p. 210, 213

§ Page 170, Refutation.
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' Mr. Benson also speaks out. His avowed object in

' preaching is, to persuade his audience, to become wor-

* thy of election: ' If,' he says, ' repelling the charge of

* some audacious opposer of his system, we are accused

' of recommending the practice of moral virtues, as ne-

' cessary conditions-, whereby we may, by faith in him,

' who promiseth, render ourselves worthy the mediation

* of our Saviour; as we strenuously assert the doctrine,

* so also we glory in the charge.' He urges ' the

* necessity of recommending ourselves to the mercy of

* God, and rendering ourselves worthy the mediation of.

* Christ, by holiness ofliving, and abhorrence of vice.'*

' Works done before the grace of Christ, and the inspi-

* ration of his Spirit, are not pleasant unto God, foras-

* much as they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ: nei-

* ther do they make men meet to receive grace, or (as

* the school-authors say,) deserve grace of congruity;

* yea rather, for that they are not done, as God hath willed

' and commanded them to be done, we doubt not, but

' that they have the nature of sin.'f Now it may reason-

ably be hoped, that no dignitary in the chuch, who re-

quires subscription to this article, will deliberately vin-

dicate Mr. Benson's language. ' It may be farther af-

' firmed, of a large class of these professed adherents to

* our articles, that they certainly teach the doctrine of

* justification by works. These they represent as the

* condition of it, and the chief means, by which we ob-

* tain it.' * We are required, Dr. Croft says, to con-

* sider good works as the condition, though not the

' meritorious cause, of salvation. Were we, says Mr.

* Benson to his congregation, to utter these pressing

* calls, which elsewhere you may hear; Come to Christ,

* and throw yourselves on his mercy: come to him,

* True Churchman, p. 211, 212. + A-i"t- ^''ii-
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* bringinsf nothing, but your sins, seek him not hy your

* deeds^ but seek him by faith. Were we to call you in

* such terms, we should turn conspirators against the

* welfare of your souls. The call you desire to hear

* is uttered only to the righteous; he speaks comfort

* to the righteous.'* This certainly implies justifi-

cation by works: yet, as Mr. Polvvhele's words re-

late, not to justification, but to salvation; it would

perhaps have been better had they not been introdu-

ced; or rather had some fuller evidence of his mean-

ing been adduced. The eleventh article is a sufficient

confutation of the doctrine opposed by Mr. Overton; as

are all the preceding quotations from the homilies.

—

* Mr. Polwhele exhorts us all to be aware, whatever our

' tenets may be, that nothing can afford us comfort, at

* the hour of death, but the consciousness of having

** done justice, loved mercy, and walked humbly with

" our God."t No doubt God requires us to do jus-

tice, &c; and the consciousness of thus " by the grace

* of God, having had our conversation in the world,"

may, according to the promises of the gospel, be an evi-

dential source, of confidence in a dying hour; which

they, who professing faith, have neglected duty, cannot

have. But had the thief on the cross this consciousness?

May not men, even at the eleventh hour, ficc for refuge

to the hope set before us? Are all, who have lived un-

godly lives, to be consigned, without one ray of hope,

to black despair, in a dying hour? Or, are those, who

in self-complacency, flatter themselves, that they have

lived good lives, though they have neglected or opposed

the salvation of Christ, to be buoyed up in their delu-

sion, by such language as this? For in it, is no men-

tion of mercy, of Christ, of fa:ith, of repentance, in the

least. Are such men, as the contemptible and execra-

• True Churchman, p, 212, IVi. f True Chiirchman, p. 214.
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ble Rousseau, who boasted, after all his atrocious

crimes, that he gave up his soul into his Creator's

hands, as pure as he received it, to be encouraged, in

this proud delusion? It is indeed certain, that none, but

the true believer, walks humbly with God: yet few, who
read such general declarations, very carefully examine

them, nor is it intended by many who quote them, that

they should. Certainly, whatever may be said by way
of palliation, the passage adduced is highly exceptiona-

ble; and it is well worth the reader's while to compare

it with a note, in ' The Refutation,' relating to the same

subject.*

On the whole, it is no ordinary credit to Mr. Over-

ton, that from so large a work, peculiarly suited to ex»

cite opposition; nothing more objectionable has been

produced, by his Lordship, when refuting the whole

system, which he supports with decided earnestness.

Supposing, even that a few expressions could not be

wholly justified: what do they amount to, when compa-

red with the mass of conclusive unanswerablearguments,

which pervades the work? Had his Lordship showed

one misquotation, or misrepresentation of the authors

quoted, in * The True Churchman;' it would far more

materially have affected the credit of the work, and of

its author. But this has not been done.

P. clxxv. 1. 24. * From^ &c.'t The manner, and
language of the instruction, in the passages adduced, is

all to which Mr. Overton objects; and not to the sub-

stance of the exhortations themselves. While we ' in-

* Refutation, p. 81.

f « From these censures we might surely be authorized to conclude, that

* evangelical preachers do not inculcate a regular attendance upon divine or-

• dinances, an uniform practice of religious precepts, repentance, good \vorks»

* obedience to the moral law, holiness of living, abhorrence of vice, justice^

• TXitvcy, and h'lmiiity
'
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^ culcate a regular attendance upon divine ordinances,

' and an uniform practice of religious precepts, &c,' we

should be careful not to speak in language, which is in-

consistent with the doctrine of *' salvation by grace,"

and * justification by faith alone;' and which at least

seems to ascribe merit to our works, and tends to in-

duce the hearers to attempt " establishing their own

" righteousness," instead of thankfully accepting " the

" righteousness of God by faith," and endeavouring to

" adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things."

That Mr. Overton himself, did not mean, what is here

laid to the charge of evangelical preachers at large, is

manifest from almost every page of his book.— ' Good

. ' works are the natural fruit and necessary effect of that

' faith which justifieth.' * Can the necessity of virtue

' be more strongly inculcated, than by thus making

* sanctification a necessary evidence of justification? Can

' the presumptuous hopes, of the careless and enthusias-

* tical professor, be more effectually suppressed, than

* by only allowing men to consider themselves really

* christians, in proportion as they are actuated by chris-

* tian principles, and exhibit a christian conduct?'* And

after a quotation from the homily on charity, it is added:

* The lowest construction, which can fairly be put upon

' the above passage, and others which have been quoted

* or referred to, is, That no man ought to think himself

* in a justified state, who is not free from the allowed

' indulgence of any known sin; who does not pay an

< habitual regard to every known duty; and whose lead-

< ing object, the trade of whose life,' as the homily ex-

presses it, * is not to promote the honour of God, and

' the happiness of mankind. 'f
—

' Other grounds, upon

* which our church enforces the necessity of holiness,

* True Churcbtnan, p. 273. 283, 284. t Ibid. 285.
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*^and stimulates endeavours after the greatest" possible
* eminency in it, are: that it is commanded of God; that

* a grand end of the christian dispensation is our resto-

' ration to it; that good works which are the fruits of
' faith, are pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ;

* and that we are bound to obey his will, and surrender
* ourselves to his good pleasure, by the most immense
* obligations of gratitude. '*— ' A further distinct ground,
* on which holiness is inculcated, consistently with our
' doctrine, is, that it is requisite, in order to qualify
* us, for spiritual exercises here, and the enjoyments of
' heaven hereafter. 'f ' The last ground, on which the
' advocates for justification by faith alone enforce good
' works, is, that our eternal state of felicity in heaven,
* will be proportioned to our degree of fruitfulness iji.

' these works.'t The particulars of our duty to God
and man, as constituting this holiness, and these good
works, are adduced, in the chapter on The standard of
Morality: and the whole of the publication js so con-
stantly formed on the same plan of doctrine; that it

would be very difficult to produce a quotation from it,

which, by fair construction, can imply any thing mili-

tnting against the absolute necessity of good works, of
every kind, to a well-grounded confidence of justifica-

tion, and a joyful hope of eternal life.

But had Mr. Overton's objections been frivolous, or
snarling, (which they are not:) would it have been equi-
table, to make the whole company of evangelical preach-
ers answerable for them? Some of these disapprove his

book: and are they also, notwithstanding this, to be con-
demned for his offence; if he have committed one? If
any minister fails to inculcate on his congregation, the

things here mentioned, from evangelical principles, and

• True Clinrcliinqr,, p !>85, ^86 f Ibid p. 288. i Ibid. p. 290=

VOL. r. s s
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for evangelical purposes; let him be censured for his

neglect: but let not those who do inculcate them, be

joined with him in this condemnation. " Judge not

" according to appearance, but judge righteous judg-

" ment."

P. clxxvi. 1. 11. ^ Such isj &c.'* Preachers who
* dwell continually upon justification by faith alone,'

and yet do not understand the doctrine, are no doubt

likely to delude, or mislead, their congregations, &c:

and are themselves deluded. But who are these preach-

ers? Are the whole company of the evangelical clergy

intended? And is Mr. Overton to be the specimen?

No impartial man, after carefully perusing his book, will

say, that he does not possess, and express, a * clear, and

* definite idea of that important doctrine; or that he

' dwells on it to the exclusion of other subjects.' His

Lordship indeed says, ' If the?/ do this, &c;' but as no

other writer is quoted, or mentioned, except Mr. Over-

ton; it is not needful to refer to any others. As to our

printed books, let them speak for themselves. The very

titles, and table of contents, of some of them, (if our

opponents would read these and nothing more,) might

• ' Such is the consequence of preachers dv/elling' continually upon justifi-

' cation by faith alone, witout possessing-, or at least witiiout expressing", a

' clear and definite idea of that important doctrine. They not only delude

' their unlearned congregations, and encourage vice and immorality among
' their followers, but they really delude themselves, and fall into opinions and

* assertions totally inconsistent with the spirit of our holy religion. I call it

* dull delusion, because 1 am persuaded that they do not mean to encourage

' licentiousness, or to advance any thing repugnant to the principles of the

' gospel. And, if they do this in writings, which they have deliberately and

' cautiously prepared for the publick eye, what must we suppose they do in

* their hasty compositions for the pulpit, or in their extemporaneous effu-

' sions.'' I give them credit for 7.eal and good intention, but I think the

< manner in which they perform the duties of their ministry, both publick

* and private, injudicious and mischievous in the extreme; and the dangerous

' tendency of their tenets and practice cannot be exposed too frequently, o:

' ' with too jjiuch earnestness,'
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show that we mean to instruct mankind, respecting

every doctrine and duty of Christianity, in regular or-

der and proportion; though we may be thought to fail

in the execution of our design: and no encouragement is

given to vice and immorality in our congregations.

Whether we delude ourselves; or whether our oppo-

nents deviate from '* the truth as it is in Jesus," as we

think; must be decided by the word of God; we are,

however, glad to l^e exculpated from ' meaning to en-

* courage licentiousness, or to advance any thing con-

* trary to the principles of the gospel.'—-As evangelical

clergymen preach very frequently, and seldom intro-

duce their old sermons, (desiring to lead forward their

congregations in divine knowledge, as they themselves

make progress,) the compositions for the pulpit even of

those who write their sermons, cannot be so exactly

prepared, as a book ought to be for the publick eye:

but, I am confident, that in respect of doctrinal state-

ments, especially, on justification by faith, and the fruits

of that faith in all good works, even the extempore effu-

sions of those who do not generally write, are not mate-

rially different from their printed books. It can by no

means, however, be conceded, that sentence should pass

against us, according to the unproved suppositions oi our

opponents. The manner, in which we perform the du-

ties of our ministry,—may often be injudicious: but the

state of our parishes and congregations, if investigated,

will prove, that it is not ' mischievous in the extreme:'

and surely, there are other tenets and practices^ which

need to be exposed, with more frequency and earnest-

ness, than those of the evangelical clergy: otherwise, let

them be convicted of heresy, or immorality, and sus-

pended from their ministry.—The word practices is am-

biguous: it may mean immoral practices, or, the prac^
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tice of preaching extempore, and others of a similar

kind.

P. clxxvi. Note. * Dangerous, hc.'>* As Grotius

had neither subscribed our articles, nor required sub-

scription to them from others; he was therefore the less

reprehensible, in writing this passage. The quotations

made from Mr. Overton, sufficiently guard every atten-

tive reader, from the perversion of the doctrine of jus-

tification by faith alone, which is here stated; and as to

the doctrine itself, it is enough to refer the reader, first

to the eleventh article of our church, and then to the

twelfth, as guarding it against perversion: and should

any thing further appear necessary on the subject, his

Lordship's own most excellent statement of the sub-

ject, before adduced, may properly be referred to.f In

respect of Grotius, I would once for all say, that I con-

sider him, as one of the most able, and plausible, yet

most decided enemies, of gejiuine Christianity, that mo-

dern times have produced.

P, clxxvi?. 1. 18. ' And is not, &q?'|: Whether

* ' Dangerous things follow incautious speeches. I'or most men, readiojj

' these things, hearing these things, (namely, that we are justified by faith

' alone, without any works,) wliile they live in sins, neither amend tliem-

' selves, yet promise themselves salvation; truly because, as th.ey speak, they

* believe, that Christ died for that, absolutely, that he might save them: and

' applying to themselves by faith, the righteousness of Christ, which is most

' perfect, and worthy of the heavenly reward, they make his merits thcii"

' own. If tliis can so be done, other things are now superfluous; it is of no

' consequence how they live, AVithout condition, Christ hath satisfied for the

' punishment, which tliey owed; without condition, he hath merited for them
• eternal glory.' (Grotius Translation.)

f P. 110, 111, Refutation.

\ • And is not this, says the same author, the notorious divinity of Mr.

' Daubeny.'' The benefits of Christ and faith, according to his phraseology,

' are I'edennption from a state of certain condemnation, and a restora-

' tion to a state of possible salvation; together with a gracious provision of

' assistance to make that salvation ^ure. These benefits he considers as en-

* joyed by all the professed members cf the church of England. But whether,

• he says, this state of possible salvation through Christ may become a sU<te
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this passage, quoted by Mr. Overton, from Daubeny,

do consist with the doctrines of Scripture, and of our

articles, I shall not at present inquire. I certainly think

with Mr. Overton, that they are wholly incompatible.

But I only adduce them, as introductory to that which

follows.

P. clxxviii. 1. 20. * My object, &c.** Supposing

the quotation adduced, to contain contemptuous lan-

guage, (which I can not perceive it does; unless to sup-

pose a fallible fellow mortal to be mistaken, be con-

temptuous language;) what has this to do, with the

evangelical clergy in general? Mr. Overton has had to

bear censures enough, from those who are considered

as belonging to the same company as himself, to make
him painfully sensible, that they do not consider them-

selves responsible for his statements, or manner. Quo-
tations, amounting in all, to about a page, or two at

most, from one book, are brought forward against a

' of actual salvation to the believing' party, must depend upon the use made
* of the means vouchsafed for that purpose. Again, havinp^ observed that

' Christ has only placed man in a -lalvable condition, the clergy, he says, feel

' themselves called upon to enforce obedience to the moral laiv, as necessary to

* the accomplishment of the christian scheme; necessary to bring fallen

' man into a state of acceptance laith God, by qualifying him for the salvation

^ which has been purchased. Works, he says again, should be pressed upon

f christians at all times, as the condition upon whicJi they are taught to look

= for salvation; and, on another occasion, they (that is, works) will be consi'

* derations on accowit of which God will be pleased to accept a fallen, con-

' demned, though at the same time repentant and obedient sinner, for the

' sake of what an all-gracious Saviour has done and suffered for him.'

• * My object in making this quotation, is not so much to defend Mr.
f Daubeny, who has fully and tinaiisiuerally vindicated himself against the

* attacks of this writer, as to show the contemptuous manner ia which the

f evangelical clergy speak of their brethren of the establishment, who ' feel

* themselves called upon to enforce obedience to the moral law, as necessary

* to the accomplishment of the christian scheme,^ • and who teach their con-

* gregations that " works are. the condition of salvation;" and that they will

* be considerations on account of which God will be pleased to accept a

* fallen, condemned, though at the same time repentant and obedient sinner,

» for the sake of Vi'hat an all-p;racious Saviour has done and suffered for kirn.'
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body of men, amounting to many hundreds, as evidence

sufficient for the condemnation, not only of the author,

but of the wliole company, whether they approve of his

publication in toto, or in any part of it, or not. What

would our truly venerable judges say to such an ex

parte evidence, if brought before them in any court of

justice? Undoubltdiy they would at once quash the in-

dictment. Our books are numerous, and some of them

widely circulated: from them our sentiments may be

known; if our opponents choose to knoiv them, before

they attempt to refute them. Probably not ten of our

whole body saw Mr. Overton's book before it was

published: and no great number so much as knew, that

it was to be pul:)lished. Whether his doctrine and

manner, or Mr. Daubeny's, be most scriptural; is

another question: but certainly the evangelical clergy

are no more to be involved in Mr. Overton's condem-

nation, (if condemned,) than all the rest of the clergy,

in Mr. Daubeny's. Some will think that the one, and

some that the other, has the best of the argument; and

it is as naturally to be expected, that I should say, ' Mr.

* Overton has never been fairly answered;' as that his

Lordship should aver, that Mr. Daubeny has fully and

unanswerably vindicated himself against the attacks of

this writer. But we are both fallible; and God must

judge, which of us is mistaken.—Whether the conclud-

ing language of this quotation be scriptural, or accord-

ing to the doctrine of our articles and homilies, the

reader must judge.— ' Works the condition of salva-

* tion,' is not the language of the Scriptures, the Prayer-

Book, the homilies, and the writings of our reformers:

much less do we there meet with the following senti-

ment: * They,* (works,) ' will be considerations, on

' account of which God will be pleased to accept a

* fallen condemned, though at the same time a repentant
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' and obedient sinner, for the sake of what an all gra-

* cious Saviour has done and suffered for him.'—If

these works be done * before the grace of Christ, and

' the inspiration of his Spirit, they are not acceptable to

' God, but have the nature of sin:' if afterwards, they

come too late, they follow justification, are the fruits of

faith, and evidence it to be living; but cannot do any

thing as to justification itself. For ' We are accounted

* righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord

' and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our

* own works and deservings: wherefore that we arejus-

* tified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and

* very full of comfort.'* Now by what rule of judg-

ment, is that charged on any man, as * contemptuous

' language,* which, without any reproachful, or con-

temptuous words, simply observes, that a clergyman,

of superior station in the establishment, states the sub-

ject, in a manner, that is wholly inconsistent with the

doctrine of the articles, which he has so repeatedly sub-

scribed?—As I have vindicated Mr. Overton, I must

be content, in this particular, to be acquitted or con-

demned with him; but by what rule of equity are all

other evangelical clergymen to be involved in the same

charge, when scarcely any of them have committed

themselves in the same manner?

P. clxxix. 1. 15. * St. Faul,\ &c.'| If the Corin-

thians had only a dead faith, it is evident, they ' had be-

' lieved in vain.' But I apprehend, this was not the

apostle's meaning. Some at Corinth denied the doc-

* Art. xi. 1 1 Cor. xv. 1, 2.

if.
' St. Paul therefore tells his christian converts, that their faith mig'ht, or

' might not, be the means of their salvation; and consequently it only placed

* them ' in a state of possible salvation,' In a * salvable condition;' ' and whe-

*therthis state of possible salvation should become a state of actual sah'a-

* tion, depended upon their ••keeping in memory what the apostls had

" preached unto them."
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trine of the resurrection, as literally understood: this,

according to the apostle, was equivalent to a denial of

Christ's resurrection; but if Christ were not risen, his

atonement was not accepted: and, consequently, the

preaching of even the apostles was in vain, and the faith

even of true believers was in vain.* Whether this in-

terpretation be admitted or no; it still remains wonder-

ful, that christian divines can not express their mean-

ing, without devising unscriptural terms. For where

is * a state of possible salvation,' or, ' a salvable condi-

* tion,' found in Scripture, or in our authorized MTi-

tings? And is there any human being, that can be ex-

cluded, while living on the earth from the formeri* or

any one, who hears the preaching of the gospel, or has

access to the Bible, from the latter? We have no ob-

jection to the apostolick exhortation;! and indeed, there

are few sermons in which many of us do not introduce

it. But let it be observed, that it is not, in order to be

preserved ' in a salvable condition,' or even, in order to

have some further hope of salvation: but " knorvingy

*' that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."—The
other scriptures, which are adduce d in the next page, J

also are constantly brought forward by the evangelical

clergy in general, in their instructions and exhortations.

Good works are doubtless necessary: the controversy is

not concerning this, which both parties allow; but mere-

ly, concerning the rank, which they are to hold; the of-

fice which they are to perform, or sustain, whether of

recommending us to God; or, as proving the sincerity of

our professed faith and love, as the genuine expressions

of our gratitude, and our zeal; as those things in which

the true christian delights, and desires to abound; as glo-

• 1 Cor. XV. 14—17. t 1 Cor. xv. 58.

t Matt. xvi. 27. John v. 28, 29. Act3 x. 35. Rom. ii. 6. siv. 12. 1 Cor.

fii. 8. Phil. ii. 12. Jam. i. 25. 1 John iii. 7-
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rifying God, *' and adorning the doctrine of God our

" Saviour;" and as profitable to our brethren, and fellow-

creatures, whom grace teaches us to love and to desire

to profit. This is the only point in debate: whereas our

opponents argue against us, under the mistaken suppo-

sition, that we undervalue good works, in themselves,

and do not consider them, as any essential part of Chris-

tianity. But that may be important, nay, essential, to

the building, which is wholly unsuitable to be, in any

degree, the foundation of it.

P. clxxxi. 1. 3. * Our Saviour, &c.'* Would his

Lordship then say, that an habitual adulterer, a thief, a

drunkard, or a perjurer, will be welcomed by our Sa-

viour, in the words here quoted; because he has ' per-

* formed acts of mercy to his fellow creatures, and ex-

' pressly on account of those acts?' I know he would

not. Some limitation therefore must be admitted, and

the passage itself clearly shows, what that is. The acts

of mercy are stated by the Judge to be done to him;

because done to " these his brethren;" that is, not done

to their fellow- creatures from any motive whatever, but

from love of Christ, to those whom he owns, and will

own at the day of judgment, as his brethren. " And
" he stretched forth his hands towards his disciples,

* ' Our Saviour, in his awful description of the proceedings of the last

'judgment, not only assigns eternal life to those, who have pei-formed acts

* of mercy to their fellow creatures, but expressly on account of tliose acts;

" Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from

*• the foundation ofthe world;/or I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat."

" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye

** have done it unto me." Is it possible to read these passages of the New Tes-

* lament, and to deny, that " works are clearly made the grand hinge on which
•* our justification and salvatiQn tarn," * and not to be astonished that any

* person professing belief in the divine authority of the Scriptures, himself a

* minister of the gospel, should with marked severity inveigh against those

' teachers, who make " works the grand turning point in the matter of our

" salvation."

VOL.. I. T t
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" and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For

*' whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in

" heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mo-
'* then"* Not that acts of mercy, to others, perform-

ed in faith, and love to God and man, will not be gra-

ciously accepted and rewarded. Yet nothing " availeth

*' in Christ Jesus, but faith which worketh by love.''

The persons spoken of, in this account of the day of

judgment, were profess* d believers; the question was,

Had they the true and living " faith, which worketh

" by love?" " The work of faith and labour," and

liberality " of love" evidenced this to be the case, in

respect of those on the right hand; the want of these

fruits, in those on the left hand, showed that they

either had no faith, or had merely a dead faith. It might

be said of the former, but not of the latter, " Seest thou

" how faith wrought with their works, and by works

" was faith made perfect."— '* Ye see then how that

^'^ by works a man is justified, and not by faith only."!

It might also be said, " By faith they obeyed;" " by
" faith, they wrought righteousness;" " by faith, they

^* obtained this good report." Salvation is wholly of

the grace and mercy of God, in Christ, to believers; sa-

ving faith worketh by love; all who love Christ, love

his brethren; " not in word and in tongue, but in deed
" and in truth;" for they perform acts of mercy to them,

as they have opportunity and ability; and so '* prove the

** sincerity of their love.*'J And " God is not unright-

*' eous to forget their work and labour of love, which
" they have showed towards his name, in that they minis-

*• tered to his saints; "§ but as they honoured Christ on
earth, he will thus honour them, before the assembled

world. The passage is perfectly conclusive against a

* Matt. xii. 49, 50. f Jam. ii. 22—24.

^ 2 Cor. viii. 8. §Heb. vi. 9—11.
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dead and solitary faith, and every antinomian perversion

of evangelical doctrines. But surely it does not prove,

' that works are clearly the hinge on which our justifi-

' cation and salvation turn;' or that * works are the turn-

* ing point in the matter of salvation.' Where is such

language any where to be found in Scripture, or in our

articles? *' By grace are ye saved, through faith; and
** that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God: not of

" works, lest any man should boast; for we are his

** workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
*' works, which God hath before ordained, that we should

" walk in them."* Indeed few persons, on reading the

former part of this chapter of the Refutation, in which

so many things are stated very differently, concerning

justification and salvation;! would have expected such

propositions as these towards the close of it. The ne-

cessity of good works is entirely as much established,

by stating them, to be the distinguishing proof of a liv-

ing faith, * by which it may be as evidently known, as

* a tree discerned by the fruit:' as by making them ' the

^ grand hinge on which our justification and salivation

' turn;' * the turning point in the matter of salvation;'

in diametrical opposition to the words of those articles

which we all subscribe!

^P. clxxxi. 1. 23. * This author, &c.'$ The dis-

• Eph. ii. 8—10. t P. 100—102. 103—105. 111—114. True

Churchman, p. 293.

^ ' This author confounds justification and salvation tliroughout his work,

' vdiich I have proved not to be synonymous terms, either in the apostolical

' epistles when applied to christians, or in the public formularies of our
' church; and that he is guilty of a variety of mistatements and mjsrepresen-

* tations, by not distinguishing between the meritorious cause of our salva-

* tion, and the conditions required to be performed on our part « in order to

' obtain pardon and acceptance with God.' ' These conditions may be in-

' dispensabJe, and yet utterly destitute of merit; giving no claim from their

* own nature to the inestimable blessiug of eternal happiness, but deriving

' all their efficacy and value from the merciful appointment of God, through
* the merits of Christ,'
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tinction between justification and final salvation, is every

tvhere implied in Mr. Overton's work, when good

works are insisted on, as necessary to be performed by

justified persons; even though it be not formally made.

As the words * conditions required to be performed on
* our part, in order to obtain pardon and acceptance

* with God,' are not found in Scripture, or in our au-

thorized books; a writer may omit them, without being

chargeable with mistatements and misrepresentations.

His Lordship calls faith , on our part, the condition of

acceptance, and distinguishes it, from the meritorious

cause of justification; Mr. Overton connects faith and

justification together by various other expressions: but

he still distinguishes faith, from the meritorious cause

of justification, even the righteousness and atonement

of Christ. Repentance he would class with " the things

** which accompany salvation;" and good works he would

call the fruits or evidences of living faith; still, how-

ever, insisting upon the necessity of them; and clearly

enough distinguishing them from the meritorious cause

of our acceptance.

P. clxxxii, 1. 13. ' Biity Sec.** The language of

Scripture fully warrants all our zeal for ' salvation by
' grace through faith' alone;! if we do but carefully

• * But Calvlnistic ministers, with all their zeal to support the doctrine of

* salvation through faith alone, and all their anxiety to depreciate the im-

* portance of moral virtue, cannot avoid the inconsistency of allowing that

* good works will in any sense be rewarded; that they are acceptable to God
* in Christ; absolutely requisite in order to our meetness for God's service

« and heaven,' and that they will ' fix the degrees of our blessedness in eter-

* nity;' ' although they will not acknowledge good works to be a condition

« of salvation. If good works be not a condition of salvation, salvation may
' be attained without them; but it is acknowledged that a man cannot be

'meet for heaven without gond works; therefore a man may attain salvation

' without being meet for heaven.'

j- Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 14—16. v. 24. Acts xvi, 31—36. Kom, i. 16, IT

Eph. iii. 8.
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show the nature and fruits of saving faith as distinguish-

ed from dead faith; for all good works spring from

faith. If assigning to good works precisely the same

place, which the scriptures and our articles do, be de-

preciating them, we depreciate them, and not other-

wise. But if any Calvinists exclude them from their'

system, or do not allow them their due importance; or

if they speak of them in language really depreciating,

(for this is sometimes done,) the blame rests with the

offending individuals: for this is no part of our system.

Whether our language on the subject be inconsistent

or not, others will judge. But though we hold good

works essentially necessary to salvation, when time is

given for performing them: we cannot allow them to be

properly a condition of salvation; and must think our-

selves fully authorized to avoid this unscriptural ex-

pression. We evidently adhere to the language of

Scripture, and to that of our authorized books, from

which our opponents undeniably deviate. " Being
" created in Christ Jesus unto good works;" we consi-

der the inclination and ability to love and perform good

works, as an essential part of our salvation; we would

therefore give thanks *' to the Father, who hath made

"us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the

" saints in light;" and we would reflect with lively gra-

titude on his love, who " gave himself for us, to redeem
*' us from all iniquity, and to purify us unto himself a

*' peculiar people zealous of good works."*—Health is

essential to our enjoyment of life, so that without it we
can enjoy nothing:—we thank God for giving us health;

but it would be absurd to call health a condition of our

enjoyment.

P. clxxxiii. 1. 2. *7/*, &c.'t They, who consider

• Col. i. 12. Tit. ii. 14.

J"
' If the endeavour to maintain such a distinction as this does not deserve
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these distinctions, as a mere " strife of words," may
disregard them; but we think them essential to the doc-

trine of Christianity: and though most of us, contented

with using the language of Scripture, and of the re-

formers of our church, on these subjects; * if we might

* do it without offence;' are little disposed to enter into

disputes with those, who adopt another phraseology:

yet, when our whole system is directly assaulted; wc

must either stand forth, and show what we do, and

what we do not maintain, and explain our views, and

assign our reasons for our conduct; or we must tacitly

plead guilty to all the charges brought against us, and

give up those truths, which we value more than life, as

indefensible. But whether they, who retain, or they,

who depart from, the language of Scripture, and of our

articles and homilies, most resemble the * philosophiz-

* ing Greeks in the days of the apostles;' and are justly

exposed to the censure which they pronounced upon

them;* must be left to the judgment of the public.

And let the quotations made from the works of the re-

formers, and from the homilies, determine whether the

language above objected to, or that which states, that

good works are essential as the evidences of true faith,

and for many other important purposes, but not the con-

dition of our salvation, be the most proper to find the

way * hito protestant pulpits.' Of this there can be no

doubt, to those who are acquainted with the history of

the times, between Edward the Sixth and James the

First; that the propositions before animadverted on,

could never have been brought forward, in a protestant

pulpit, without being j&ro^e^fc-f/ against as direct popery,

• the name of direct absurdity and contradiction, surely it is at least " a

" strife of words," " a perverse disputing," *' which minister questions,

" rather than godly edifying."

• 1 Tim. i. 4. vi. 4, 5. 20, 21.
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in the grand article of a standing or falling church.

—

As for such as hold, with the church of Rome, that

we cannot be saved by Christ alone without works,

they do not only, by a circle of consequence, but di-

rectly, deny the doctrine offaith; they hold it not, no not

so much as by a single thread.'— ' We never meant to

exclude either hope or charity, from being always

joined, as inseparable mates of faith, in the man, who

is justified; or, works from being added, as necessary

duties, required at the hands ofevery justified man: but

to show, that faith is the only hand, which putteth on

Christ for justification; and Christ the only garment,

which being so put on, covereth the shame of our de-

filed natures, hideth the imperfection of our works;

preserveth us blameless in the sight of God; before

whom otherwise, the weakness of our faith were cause

sufficient to make us culpable, yea, to shut us from

thekingdom ofheaven, where nothing, that is not perfect

can enter.'* In this passage, the judicious Hooker is

expressly vindicating the doctrine of justification, held

by Protestants, against the objections of Papists; yet

now his views, and distinctions on the subject, ' ought

^ never to find their way into the pulpits of a Protestant

* church!' We hold no other doctrine as to justification

than what he held, and we make no other distinctions,

but those which he made. If we do, let it be clearly

shown,t

• Hooker.

f The words, ' Works are clearly made the grand hing-e, on which our

/justification and salvation turn;' are in fact, as I have since discovered, Mr-

Overton's, as comprising the substance of Mr. Daubeny's doctrine, in this

respect: but the manner, in which his Lordship has introduced them, not as

an unfair inference from Mr. Daubeny's words; but as a proposition, which

ought not to be denied, amounts, as it appears to me, to an adoption of themi

^d this does not alter the argument.
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REMARKS ON CHAPTER. IV.

On Universal Redemption, Election, and
Reprobation.

I purpose to be something more general in my re-

marks on this chapter, than on the preceding: as only a

part of that body, whose cause I advocate, coincide

with me in judgment on the subject of it. Yet many

remarks must be made, on the misapprehensions which

are formed of our doctrines. Whether these be true

or false, we have a right to fair and impartial treatment;

and certainly ought not to be misrepresented: indeed, if

our opinions be openly avowed, in clear and intelligible

language, they ought not to be understood. No one

can, without violating the golden rule, (" Whatsoever

" ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even

" so unto them,") write against us, till he has carefully

perused our works, and does indeed know what we do

hold, and what we do not; but if this had been adhered

to, much labour might have been spared on both sides.

Though, for reasons, which will afterwards appear, I do

not willingly assume, or even receive the name of Cal-

vinist: yet I fully avow, that I believe and maintain the

leading doctrines, which are generally, though inaccu-

rately, called Calvinistical.

P. clxxxiv. * The doctrine^ &c.'* I am not fully

* ' The doctrine of universal redemption, namely, that the benefits of
' Christ's passion extend to the whole Imman race; or, that every man is en-

' abled to attain salvation through the merits of Christ, was directly opposed
* by Calvin, who maintained, that God from all eternity decreed tliat certain

' individuals of the human race should be saved, and that the rest of man-
•= kind should perish everlastingly, without the possibility of attaining sa,lva'
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competent to say, exactly, what Calvin held or op-

posed: but were he now livmg, he would, I am confi-

dent, have some remarks to make on this statement of

his sentiments. He would, for instance, object to the

clause, ' without the possibility of attaining salvation:'

because the language implies, that some, at least, of the

non-elect, are truly desirous of the salvation revealed in

the gospel, and disposed to use earnestness and dili-

gence, in all means of attaining it; exerting themselves

to the utmost, using all needful self-denial, and parting

with whatever they are required to renounce: and yet,

are excluded and perish everlastingly, through a iiatural

impossibility, unconnected with their own sin and de-

pravity. Whereas Calvin held, as most modern Calvin-

ists do, and as we think, the apostles, and the Lord him-

self did; that there is no impossibility, except that which

arises, from the unwillingness of men to accept of the

humbling and holy salvation of Christ, through the

pride, selfishness, and enmity to God, which is seated

in the human heart: and that this unwillingness consti-

tutes a moral inability, which nothing, except regenera-

tion, a new creation unto holiness, can remove: that

this act of omnipotence, in " quickening the dead in

" sin," is no debt duetoarebel; that" as the wind blovv-

" eth as itlisteth—so is every one that is born of God:"

that " he doeth all things according to the counsel of

" his own will;" and, for reasons infinitely wise, holy,

just, and good, though not revealed to us, does work in

* tlon. These decrees of election and reprobation suppose all men to be in

' the same condition in consequence of Adam's fall, equally deserving of

* punishment from God, and equally unable of themselves to avoid it; and

* that God, by his own arbitrary will, selects a small number of persona,

* without respect to foreseen Faith or good works, and infallibly ordains to

* bestow upon them eternal happiness through the merits of Christ, while

' the greater part of mankind are infallibly doomed to suffer eternal misery *

VOL. I. . U U
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one man, by his preventing grace, this great change;

and does not work it in another. The one becomes wil-

ling; and the other remains unwilling, to be saved in

the way, which God has appointed, for his own glory.

*' If any man thirst," says the Redeemer, " Let him
" come to me and drink." We give the same invita-

tion, and so did Calvin, without in the least thinking it

inconsistent, witli " the secret things, which belong to

" the Lord our God."

Again, Calvin would have said, all men alike are

** by nature children of v/rath," and " vessels of wrath

" fitted for desiruction:" but he would not have said,

' all men are equally deserving of punishmet from God:'

for he would have allowed, that some are vastly more

criminal than others; and that some will " be beaten

** with k\v, and others with many stripes:" though

none beyond what they justly deserve.

It will appear, when we come to the quotations from

Calvin,^ that he did hold some opinions, which I, for

one of the body now called Calvinists, cannot approve:

but Calvin, if alive, would indignantly object to the ex-

pression, arbitrary xv'ill^ as spoken by him of the only

wise God. Arbitrary wlU., in the common use of words,

means the will of one, who is determined to have his

own way, being possessed of power to enfore his deci-

sions. * Sic volo^ SIC jubeo; stet pro ratio7ie voluntas.''

This, in general, is unreasonable, capricious, tyrannical;

often, in direct opposition to wisdom, justice, truth,

goodness, or mercy. Such thoughts of God's sove-

reignty were far removed from Calvin's views ofthe sub-

ject; and so they are from ours. God does not, indeed,

inform us of the reasons and motives of his decrees or

-dispensations: but he assures us, that he is " righteous

* chap. vii.
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" in all his ways, and holy in all his works;" that " all

" his works are done in wisdom;" that " God is LoveJ'^

We cannot indeed see the wisdom, justice, truth, and

goodness of many things, which undeniably he does: and it

is not wonderful, that his decrees are a depth, which we

cannot fathom: but faith takes it for granted, that

*' righteousness and judgment are the basis of his

*' throne," even when " clouds and darkness are round

" about him," In the mysterious and awful subject be-

fore us, we cannot see the reasons, which induce the only

wise God, the God of holiness and love, to choose one,

in preference to another, or to new create one, rather

than another: but let it not be supposed, that there is

no reason, or no adequate reason. Now, if it consist

with infinite wisdom and perfection, to change the heart

of one man, and not that of another: how does it alter

the case, whether we suppose, that, being infinite in

knowledge and foreknowledge, he determined to do

this from all eternity; or whether he formed the deter-

mination, at the moment when he effected it? On the

other hand, if, either in the present dispensations of

God, or in the decisions of the great day, any thing be

done, inconsistent with perfect wisdom, justice, truth,

and love; will the circumstance, that it was not predes-

tinated, make any difference, in the opinion to be form-

ed of it? No doubt Calvin would have allowed, as some

of us allow, that ' God selects' a num!:)er of persons,

(how large we know not,) ' without respect to foreseen

' faith or good works;' (both faith and good works be-

ing the consequences^ not the causes, of his choice;) ' and
' infallibly, Sic'—But whether a greater part of man-

kind shall perish; and the sense, in which these are in-

fallibly doomed to suffer eternal misery, are subjects,

which Calvin, if living, would explain more fully, and

with many distinctions, before he would admit them to.
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be a part of his creed. I feel, however, a conscious-

ness of presumption, in venturing to speak of what so

eminent and able a theologian, would, or would not, have

admitted.

P. clxxxv. ' Universal redemption.' It seems to

be the established opinion of his Lordship, that the

evangelical clergy, especially such of them as believe

the doctrine of personal election, hold what is called

particular redemption; whereas in fact very few of them

adopt it. The author of these remarks, urged by local

circumstances rather than by choice, above twenty-four

years since, avowed his dissent from the doctrine of par-

ticular redemption, as held by many professed Calvinists,

especially among the dissenters.* In this he has since

been surprised, and rather amused, to find, that his

Lordship deduces nearly the same conclusions, from

many of the same premises, which he before had done!

Indeed 'general redemption y' as distinguished from par-

ticular redemption^ is the phrase, which he uses, in pre-

ference to universal. The latter word might be under-

stood to include other intelligent beings, not of Adam's

race; and it seems to lead to universal salvation. But

about a word, thus connected, and not directly imply-

ing, or leading to any thing, in our view erroneous; it

would be futile to contend. Only, it is proper, that it

should be understood, " what we say, and whereof we
'^ affirm."

" God so loved the world, that he gave his only be-^

" gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should

" not perish, but have everlasting life«"t Behold the

*' Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the

" world."! " The propitiation, for our sins; and not

'* for our sins only but for the sins of the whole world."§

* Sermon on election, 8tc. \ John iii. 16. t John i. 29-

«. 1 Johnii. ], 2.
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Were it possible, that a preacher could go into other

worlds, and address sinful intelligent beings, of other

orders, than Adam's race: he could not address them,

as we may any of the human race, in every part of the

world. He could not say, " Believe in the Lord Jesus

** Christ, and thou shalt be saved." But, wherever we
meet with a human being, we can, consistently, feel no

other embarrassment, in thus addressing him, than in

calling to diose, who are asleep, after the sun is risen;

and exhordng them to arise and go forth to their labour,

for the natural light of the world shines and suffices

for all.

The infinite value, and sufficiency, of the atonement

made by his death, who is God and Man in one myste-

rious person; the way in which the Scripture calls on

sinners, without distinction, to believe in Christ; and

every circumstance respecting redemption, show it to

be a general benefit, from which no one of the humar^

race will be excluded, except through unbelief. Every

exhortation, invitation, and encouragement imaginable,

may therefore be used without reserve, in addressing-

men of any nation and description.—Yet some line must

be drawn by all, who do not hold ^miversal salvation.

" He that believeth not shall be damned." The tliiFer-^

ence then is, in this respect^ less between Calvinists and

others, than it is supposed. Calvin himself says, ' Re-
' demption is sufficient for all, effectual only to the

* elect,' His opponents say, ' Sufficient for all, effectual

* only for believers.' " Faith is the gift of God:" and

the only question is, whether he determines to give

faith to one man, and not to another, at the moment; or

whether he previously decreed to do it: and, whether he

gives faith to one and not to another, because of some

seen, or foreseen, good disposition, or conduct, in one

above the other, previous to his special preverjting
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grace. If he do no injustice to those, who are left to

themselves and continue unbelievers; it could not be un-

just to decree from eternity, thus to leave them. Some

of us think, that none ever truly believe, except the

elect: others suppose us in this to be mistaken, perhaps

interpreting the terms elect, and election differently than

we do. But all, who allow the truth, and abide by the

plain meaning, of the Scripture, agree; that, through this

general redemption, believers, and none except believers,

among adults, shall be saved.

P. clxxxv. I. 18. ' // is, Sec.'* It is allowed, that,

the remedy is commensurate, as to sufficiency: but if

' all who partake of Adam's corrupt nature, were to par-

' take also, of the appointed remedy;' all must finally be

saved. It is evident, that all are not recovered to holi-

ness in this life; and there is no intimation, that any will

be recovered to it, in another life; nay, much to the con-

trary: yet " without holiness no man shall see the Lord.

"

P. clxxxvi. 1. 23. ' In this,\ &c.'J It may be

questioned, whether the prophet, in the passage referred

to, be not speaking of the whole church, rather than of

the whole human race: but, however that may be, it is

the expiation itself, which is declared to be universal;

and not the actual efficacy or event; which is every

where limited to believers.

P. clxxxvii. 1. 19. ' Jnd I, &c.'^ The effect and

* ' It is natural to conclude, that the remedj^ proposed by a Being of in-

^ finite power and infinite mercy, would be coromensui-ate to the evil; and

* therefore, as the evil operated instantly in producing the corruption of

' Adam's nature, which was soon transmitted to his offspring, we may infer

' that all, who were to partake of that corrupt nature, were to partake also

• of the appointed remedy.'

I Is. liii. 6.

:f
• In this passage, the universal depravity of mankind is asserted, and the

" expiation of Christ is declared to be as universal as the depravity of man.'

§ " And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me."

St. John in his gospel, says, that Christ is " the true light, which lighteth

" every man that cometh into the world."



ON THE FOURTH CHAPTER. 335

application is evidently meant in the first of these texts;

and if all men be actually drawn unto Christ, as an

universal proposition, all will finally be saved: for " him
" that cometh unto him, he will in no wise cast out."

But is it common to use general language, where an

interpretation of the word all, or every, as meaning,

what admits of no exception, would be absurd? In the

very chapter, from which the second quotation is made,

and just before it, the evangelist says of John Baptist,

' The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the

* light, that all men through him might believe.' Did

the sacred historian mean, that all men, or even all Jews,

without exception, did actually believe in Christ, through

John's testimony? The testimony was intended for a

general benefit to ail, without exception, who would

avail themselves of it: and in the same sense we must

understand the subsequent clause, " That was the true

*' Light, which lighteth every m.an that cometh into the

*' world." ' With this light he enlighteneth every man,
* namely, who doth receive iiim.'* Christ is the sole

Source of all true light, in religion, by which any man
in the world ever was, is, or shall be enlightened. But

as all men do not actually believe, so all men are not ac-

tually enlightened.—" Then shall every man have praise

*' of God."t ^^^ the apostle mean, that every indivi-

dual of the whole assembled world, would at the day of

judgment, " receive praise of God?"—" All seek their

** own, not the things of Jesus Christ. "J Wasthis meant

universally? It is undeniable, that those, who hold the

universal salvation of mankind, without exception, seize

on a few of these general expressions, as the only sup-

port of their cause, against the most direct declarations

of the whole Scripture; and some circumspection is re-

.
quired in adducing and applying them.

• • Whitby. I 1 Cor. iv. 5. ±Phll. II. 21.
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P. clxxxviii. Note. * This passage, &c/* Tlie

Scripture here referred to, is full to the point, on the

subject of the last remark. Had the saving grace of

God at that time actually appeared, or been made mani-

fest, to all men universally? or had it actually brought,

or offered, salvation to all men? Or will it ever thus

bring salvation to all men universally? Or is it only

meant, that the salvation was made known to men, with-

out distinction of nation, or rank in life, as the benefit

of all who embraced it?

This grace of God not only offers salvation, but

effects it. As it saves all, who receive it, from wrath

and condemnation: so it likewise, effectually, teacheth

us " that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
" should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this

*' present world." " Looking for that blessed hope,

*' and the glorious appearing of the great God, and our

" Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us to re-

^^ deem us from all iniquity, and to purify us unto him-
^'' self, a peculiar people, zealous of good works.^'f

P. clxxxix. 1. 7. * To prove ^ &c.'| This view of

* • This passag-e is stronger In the original than in our translation, Ewe:))avi)

' M ^api; m Qiis (fUTuptoc iTAraa-n cir^payroll;; it should have been translated, "the
" grace of God, whicli bringeth (ur ofleretli") salvation to all men, hath ap-

" peared." Mr. Wakefield gives this construction.'

I Tit. ii. 11—14.

t
' To prove that peace with God was now obtained for the whole human

' species, through the precious blood of Christ, he represents Adam as " the

" figure of him that was to come," that is, a type of Christ: he then de-

' scribes the analogy between the first and second Adam, by declaring that

the former brought death upon all men, and the latter restored all to life;

* that universal sin and condemnation were the consequence of Adam's dis.

' obedience, and universal righteousness and pardon the effect oi Christ's

' obedience. " As by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to

** condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one, che free gift came upon

" all men to justification of life; for as by one man's disobedience many were

" made sinners, so by the obedience of one, shall many be made righteous."

' The sin of Adam and tlie merits of Christ are here pronounced to be co-
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the parallel between Adam and Christ, and the efFects

ofAdam's disobedience, and of the Saviour's obedience,
as drawn by the apostle, is given by many commenta-
tors: but it is liable to insurmountable objections;

especially it most clearly admits, that " the righteous-
" ness of one came upon all men to justification of
" life:" and how then can universal salvation be denied?

Indeed his Lordship's words, if rigorously interpreted,

might seem to admit this consequence: ' Universal
* righteousness and pardon, the effect of Christ's obe-
' dience.' But the passage itself plainly suggests another

interpretation. " If by one man's offence death reigned
^' by one: much more shall they, who receive abundance

or grace," (tw mfit^a-im t«c vj/pm?,) and of the gift of
" righteousness, reign in life by One, Jesus Christ."*

Here, not all men are spoken of, but they alone who,
" receive this abundant grace, and the gift of righteous-

" ness;'* that is, true believers exclusively; for others do
neither receive Christ, nor his grace, nor the " gift of
" righteousness," or justification. The apostle appears

to me, to contrast the loss sustained through Adam's
fall, by all, who are in hun, as his descendants by na-

tural generation; with the vasdy superior and additional

advantages enjoyed, by all, who are " in Christ," as

true believers, by regeneration, and as partaking of his

Holy Spirit. " Of him are ye in Christ Jesus."!
" There is no condemnation to them, who are in Christ
'' Jesus, &c."| " If any man be in Christ, he is a

* extensive; the words applied to both are precisely tlie same; « Judg-ment
" came upon all men," " the free gift came upon all men."—" Many were
" made sinners," " Many were made righteous."—Whatever the wonls
" all men" and " many" signify, when applied to Adam, they must signify the
' same when applied to Christ. It is admitted, that in the former case *he
* whole human race is meant; and consequently in the latter case tlie whole
' human race is also meant.'

• Rom. V. 17. f 1 Cor. 1. 30. i Rom. viii. t
VOL. I. XX
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<' new creature."^ As, however, this does not ma-

terially affect the argument, I shall not insist upon it.

His Lordship, I am persuaded, does not intend univer-

sal salvation; and to the universality of redemption, in

the sense above explained, I do not object.

P cxc. 1. 15. * A«y, -^e, &c.'t This argument is

equJllv conclusive for universal salvation. How can

JJace much more abound; if the effects of Adam's sm

extend to all, but final salvation ' is confined to a part

only of mankind?' It therefore proves too much which

shows, that it is not conclusive. Grace much more

abounds, to those who receive, by faith, the abundance

of the grace and are in Christ Jesus; but "how shall

«' they escape who neglect so great salvation?

P. cxci. 1. 4 * When some, &c.'t It certainly was

not the work of God, that those Jews should believe in

Christ, concerning whom he had decreed, that they

should not believe. Commentators indeed generally

agree, that " the work ot God," in the text referred to,

(being an answer to the question of the Jews, " What

" Shan we do, that we might work the works of God?")

signifies, that work, or act of obedience, which God re-

quired of them, and would accept; and without which

all other works would be rejected.^ " This is my be-

* 2 Cor. V. 17.
, , T

1

1

t . Nay we are even told, that « where sin abounded, grace did much

c. more abound:" ' but how can this be, if sin extends to all, and grace v.

• confined to a part only of mankind?'
, ., ., „.,

+ . When some of the Jews asked Jesus, " ^^^hat shall we do. that ue

« miffht work the works of God?" ' he answered, " This is the work of God,

' - that ye believe on him whom he hath sent." If God had decreed that the

< Jews should not believe, it could not have been said, that it was h.s work,

' that they should beheve on him whom he hath sent. Upon another occa-

« sion Christ declared to them, «' These things 1 say, that ye might be saved.

. How could Christ endeavour to promote the salvation of men. in oPPOf't.on

• to the decree of his Father, whose will he came down from heaven to fulfil.

§ John vi. 27-29.
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*' loved Son—Hear ye him:" " This is the work,"

(most acceptable in the sight of God,) " that ye be-

" lieve on him, whom he hath sent."* There is how-

ever, nothing said about these Jews, or the divine de-

cree respecting them. It was their duty to believe, and

had they truly believed, they would have been saved.

** These are revealed things, which are for us:" but

who are, or who are not, decreed to salvation, is *' a

*' secret thing which belongs to God," of which we can

know nothing, except by the event. Did ministers,*

who believe the doctrine of the divine decrees, really

know what those decrees were; tbcy could not consistent-

ly preach to those, * concerning whom they knew it

' was decreed, that they should not believe, in order

* that they might be saved:' but as they know nothing

concerning this; they must adhere to the revealed truth

and win of God; and, really loving all men with cordial

good- will, and praying for the salvation of all, they must

address them as sinners, and; invite them to partake of

salvation: and God will give what success to their la-

bours, he sees good. It may, however, be said, that,

if such decrees exist, our Lord knew what they w^re,

though we do not. But, as Man and as a Preacher,

he has left us an example, for our imitation. It may
indeed be supposed, he knew, that some whom he ad-

dressed, were " chosen unto salvation." Probably,

Nicodemus, and Joseph of Arimathea, were present,

when^ie spake the words referred to.f In general, he

used proper means for the salvation of those who heard

him.—But, supposing no such decree exists, how docs

this alter the case? Did not our Lord foreknow, who
Would, and who would not, believe? Who would, and

who would not, be saved? In ' endeavouring to promote

Whitby. ' t John v. 34.
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* the salvation of those,' who ho,foreknew would not be

saved; he would have acted as much in opposition to

his own foreknoAvledge; as, if a decree had existed, he

would have acted in opposition to that decree. But,

doubtless, in what he said and did, he did not act in op-

position to either the one or to the other. As for us,

we take it for granted, that God has ' some people,' in

our congregations, in the same sense, in which he had

" much people" at Corinth.* We are charged by the

bishop when ordained priests, to seek for Christ's sheep

* that are abroad, and for his children, who are in the

* midst of this naughty world, that they may be saved

' through Christ for ever.'t And we have no fear of

being condemned for opposition to a secret decree, while

diligently obeying a revealed and express command.

P. cxci. 1. 19. * The Jews, Scc.'l Had the Jews

possessed a disposition to believe, their conversion would

have been certain. But, * It is acknowledged, that man
* has not the disposition, and consequently not the abili-

' ty, to do what in the sight of God is good, till he is

* influenced by the Spirit of God.'§ Now this is the only

thing, which renders any man's conversion impossible,

except he be influenced by the Spirit of God: and why
might not the divine decree respect this very point,

namely, the producing, or the not producing, this dispo-

sitwv, in one who had it not, and could not have it,

* till influenced by the Spirit of God?'

P. cxcii. 1. 3. 'It was possible, therefore, for every

* one of the Jews, to abandon his wickedness, and be

• Acts xviii. 10. t Ordination service.

if.
« The Jews had a power of.undei-standing and believing', and this cannot

' be reconciled with the doctrine of a divine decree, rendering tlieir conver-

* sion impossible.'

§ Refutation, p. 61. .

'
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* converted and saved. Nothing was wanting, but the

* disposition before spoken of.

P. cxcii. 1. 10. * The rejection therefore of the gos-

* pel, by the Jews, was their own voluntary act, and not

' in consequence of any decree of God.'—It was certain-

ly their own voluntary act; and so was the act of Judas,

in betraying Christ. None of them did wickedly, as

compelled by a divine decree, but as instigated by their

own sinful passions; nor as induced by a divine decree,

of which they neither knew nor thought any thing: but

this does not prove, that God did not decree to " give

*' them up to their own heart's lusts," and " to send
" them a strong delusion," as a punishment for the pre-

ceding crimes, of which he foresaw they would be guil-

ty. The same answer suffices for several other instances

adduced. It is that want of dispositio?ij before ac-

knowledged by his Lordship; (that is, a moral inability,

and not a want of physical powe?;) which renders the

conversion of sinners impossible, except by special grace,

" working in them to will, and to do, of his good plea-

" sure*"—Instead of eager disputation, therefore, it be-

hoves us to pray for ourselves, and for each other, in the

words of Solomon, " May the Lord incline our hearts

" unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his com-
" mandments, and his statutes, and his judgments."*

P. cxciii. 1. 14* * Fait/ii Scc't The condition here

* 1 Kings viii. 58.

J-
' Faith, being the condition upon wliich salvation was offered both to Jews

'and Gentiles, and it being inconceivable that a just and merciful God
' would propose any but a practicaljle condition, it follows, that all to whom
' the gospel has been made known since its first promulgation, have had it in

* their power to obtain eternal life through the precious blood of Christ.

' Those who deny this conclusion, must maintain that God offered salvation

' to men upon a condition which it was impossible for them to perform; and
* that he inflicts punishment for the violation of a command, which they

* were absolutely unable to obey. Would not this be to attribute to God a
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laicntioned is so fur practicable, that nothing but that

want of ' the cUsposition, and consequently the ability,

* of doing what in the sight of God is good,' could

prevent any one from performing it: but as this want of

disposition remains, till a man is influenced by the Spirit

of God; without that influence, he may be morally una

ble^ that is, wholly disinclined to comply with it; and be

justly punished, (and he certainly will be punished, and
" Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?") ' for the

' violation ofa command which he was absolutely indispos-

* ^cf'and disincUnedio obey.' Ifmen will confound this dis-

inclination, with natural inability; and so make excusefor

all the wickedntss of devils, (whose incorrigible disincli-

nation to love God, and whose obstinate enmity against

him, is their own inability,) the determination of the ques-

tion must be referred to God alone. But let it be observed,

that Calvinists, (at least those, for whom I would plead,)

allow no other, than moral inability y or total disinclina-

tioxi to good; which his Lordship has expressly al-

lowed, concerning men in general. Hence it is, that

repentance, faith, and obedience, arc the gifts of God,

and '* the fruits of the Spirit:" because, however active

we may be in what is good, (and very active and inde-

fatigably diligent we ought to be in every good work,)

'* it is God that vvorketh in us, both to will and to do of

** his good pleasure." It is in respect of the same kind

of inability, that God " cannot deny himself;" not for

want of power, but from his infinite perfection in holi-

ness. However well grounded the concluding enquiry

might be, the language in which it is expressed, is not

suflliciently reverential, in speaking of the infinitely wise,

' species of mockery and injustice, wliich would be severely reprobated in

• the conduct of one man towards another?'
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just, and holy God. But this will require a more par-

ticular consideration, in another place. Let a man be

found, earnestly desirous of complying with the require-

ments of the gospel, diligently using every appointed

means, submitting to every needful privation and self-

denial: exceedingly afraid of coming short of salvation

from sin, and all its consequences; who yet is excluded,

through some impossibility, independent of his own dis-

position and conduct, and which nothing he might do,

however willing or earnest, could at all remove: then the

objection would be valid. But adduce a proud, ambi-

tious, covetous, sensual, ungodly man, who has nothing

to prevent his repentance, faith, and salvation, except

his own wicked heart and bad habits, with the tempta-

tions of the devil, and the allurements of worldly objects;

yet, who is totally averse to the humbling holy salvation

of the gospel, in itself; and wholly disinclined to use the

appointed means of grace, with diligence, earnestness,

and perseverance; who cleaves to his idols, and refuses

to forsake them: who shrinks from self-denial; and whose

enmity of heart against God is irritated by the very de-

nunciations and requirements of his word, and the de-

clarations of his justice and holiness; in siiort, who
" loves darkness rather than light, because his deeds are

" evil:" and then let it be enquired, whether God is

bound 171 justice., to give that special efficacious grace to

this rebel, without which he must continue a proud

rebel and enemy for ever. This is the statement,

whether well-founded or not, which we make of the sub-

ject: and we conclude, that we ought *' to speak evil of

" no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, showing all

•* meekness unto all men : for we ourselves were some-

" time disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and

" pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and
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" hating one another:" and should have Hved, died, and

perished most justly, as '* vessels of wrath fitted for de-
*' struction;'* *' But that after the loving kindness of

" God our Saviour towards man appeared; not by
** works of righteousness; which we had done, but ac-

*' cording to his mercy he saved us, &c."*—Let it also

be understood, that we do not suppose, the influence,

or special grace, of the Holy Spirit, to be vouchsafed to

us, either to incline, or enable, us to do any thing, which

was not previously our duty; but which we were wholly

disinclined io perform.

P. cxcv. 1. 10. ' But ijy Scc.'t Certainly, it would

be so, if all were truly inclined, or willing to accept of

it, in the use of proper means, and in the appointed

way; but, if ' they want the disposition, consequently

' they want the ability.*

P. xcv. 1. 20. * And surely y Sec. 'J Let the following

proposition, without any of the Calvinistick terms, be

substituted:— ' Surely these texts are inconsistent with

* God's saving a part of mankind, and his leaving the

' rest to perish everlastingly.' The decree is indeed

excluded, but the final event is precisely the same: and

nothing, but universal salvation can alter it. Now, if it

would be just in God, as to the event, to leave all the

world to perish everlastingly; when Omnipotence cer-

tainly could have prevented it: what injustice can there

be, in decreeing to do this, though from eternity? If it

were inconsistent to ordain, that some should be saved,

* Tit. ili. 2—7.

I ' But if all men were required to believe, that they mlglit be saved, we
' again infer tlial salvation was attainable by all.'

\ ' And surely these texts are irreconcilable with the idea, of God's select-

' ing out of mankind a certain number whom he ordained to save, and of his

' leaving the rest of mankind to perish everlastingly. How can God be said

* to love those to wliom he denies the means of salvation; whom he destine.*?,

' !iy an irrevocable decree, to eternal misery P'
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and others left to perish; it must be equally so, to con-

sign the same persons to perdition, at the last. One

objection to this I am aware, may be urged, namely,

that in the latter supposition, none will be condemned,

except those who deserved it. But if God ordain, that

none shall perish, but those, whojn he foresees, will de-

serve it; and if he foreknows, that all, if left to them-

selves, will both deserve condemnation for their other

sins, and also for rejecting the gospel; in what respect

does this alter the case? In one view, none will perish,

but those, who at the great day, when all secrets will be

disclosed, shall be adjudged deserving it; and, in the

other view, none will perish but those, whom God fore-

saw would deserve it, and would be found among his

enemies; unless he exerted an omnipotent power, in

making them willing to accept of his mercy: whereas

this act of new creating power was not due to them; and

in his consummate wisdom, he did not think fit to exert

it in their behalf.—I can see no material difference, in

respect of the divine justice, between the two views of

the subject; except on the supposition, that God de-

crees from eternity to consign to everlasting punish,

ment, those, who at the day ofjudgment will be found

not to have deserved it. There are, it must be owned,

expressions in the works of some Calvinists, which

seem to lean towards this conclusion; but I must abhor

the idea as direct blasphemy. As to the concluding

sentence, it is sufficient to say. How can God be said

to love those, whom he now leaves unsaved, and will at

length, by an irrecoverable sentence doom to eternal

misery? If the love of God to mankind, be understood

in this manner, (setting decrees and predestination out

of the question,) God cannot be said to love all men,

unless he save all men; for he certainly is able to do

VOL. T. Y y
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this: but his infinite power is directed by infinite wis-

dom, Avhich we cannot fathom, but which we ought to

adore with profound and silent reverence.

P. cxcvi. 1. 3. ' It seemsy &c.'* This whole pas- •

sage goes upon the supposition, that God is in some

way bound to show mercy to his rebellious creatures,

and to do certain things, if not all that he is able, for

their salvation: so that, if he do not this, it is inconsis-

tent with his love, if not his justice. Now it is cer-

tain, that God for acres, " suffered all nations to walk in

" their own ways."'! " He showeth his word unto Ja-

" cob; his statutes and judgments unto Israel. He hath

'* not dealt so with any nation, and as for his judgments

" they have not known them."| Even to this very

* ' It seems impossible to say, that lie loved those, to whom he would af-

* ford no assistance, and who he knew, from want of that assistance, must

' inevitably suffer all the horrors of gudt and the pain of eternal punishment.

•'Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shut-

" teth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwellcth the love of God
" in hun?" ' Can we then suppase that God seeth his rational creatures not

' only in need, but obnoxious to death and misery, and yet refuses his aid to

* rescue them from impending ruin? The gospel, instead of being a proof of

'God's " good -will towards men," 'would rather show his determinations

' that they should add to their guilt, and increase their condemnation. In-

' stead of raising us from a death in sin to a life of righteousness, it vi^ould be

' the inevitable cause of more heinous wickedness, and of sorer puriishmenf,

* to the greater part of mankiiid. It was considered as an act of the greatest

' injustice to require the Israelites to make bricks, when no straw was given

' to them; and how then can we imagine that God calls upon men to believe

' and obey the gospel, under the penalty of eternal misery, when he denies

* them the possibility of belief and obedience! Does an earthly master punish

* his servant for not doing that whicli it was impossible for him to do.' And
' shall we ascribe to God a conduct which would be esteemed the height of

' cruelty in man.'' " Go yc," ' says Christ to his apostles, " into all the world,

' and preach the gospel to every creature:" ' here the precept is universal,

' without any limitation, any exception: but is it to be supposed, that the

' blessirigs of that gospel which was to be preached •' to every creature in all

" the world," 'were necessarily confined to a few? that the apostles should be

' commanded to promise to all, what God had irreversibly decreed should be

* enjoyed only by a small number!'

t Acts xiv. 16. it Vs. cxlvii. 19, 20.
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day, an immense majority of the human race are desti-

tute of those ' means of grace,' for which we particu-

larly thank God, as for a special and inestimable bene-'

fit, every time we meet for public worship. But " they

/' that have sinned without law, shall also perish with-

" out law."* " We have before proved, both Jews

"" and Gentiles that they are all under sin." " For all

.
•' have sinned and come short of the glory of God."t

Unless, therefore, any one will openly avow the senti-

ment, against which, or on those who hold it, our arti-

cles pronounce an anathema: J all these persons must be

destitute of the means of salvation. Some may choose

to speak of this, as inconsistent with the divine perfec-

tions; but I must be silent; and adore those depths,

which I cannot fathom: or, at most say, " Shall not the

*' Judge of all the earth do right?" If the nations, to

whom the gospel has not been preached, be indeed,

" without Christ, without hope, and without God in the

*' world:" do not the words quoted below, apply to the

divine dispensations towards them, as much as to elec-

tion, and the doctrines connected with it?—>' It is im-

' possible to say that he loved those, to whom he would

' afford no assistance, and who lie knew, for want of that

' assistance, must infallibly suffer all the horrors of

' guilt, and the pain of eternal punishment.' The de-

cree is not, in this passage, at all mentioned; but merely

the actual conduct of the glorious God. On the other

hand, how can we be truly thankful for pur religious

advantages, and means of salvation: if we do indeed be-

lieve, that they, who have not " the oracles of God"
sent, nor the gospel preached, to them, are in no very

deplorable condition? How shall we be stimulated, to

communicate our blessings to *' those who sit in dark-

• Rom. ii. 1?. T Rom. iii. 9, 2:i. i Art. xvlli.
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*' ness and in the shadow of death?" Why did our

Lord command his disciples to *' go into all the world,

*' and preach the gospel to every creature?" Or, why

did apostles, and evangelists, and martyrs, not " count

" their lives dear to themselves," in executing this

commission?—Certainly the argumeivt of this passage

proves, if it prove any thing, that God, in order to act

consistently with his love and mercy, if not his justice,

must actually send the means of salvation to all men, in

every part of tlie world. This he has not done: and

shall we venture to arraign our Creator, at the tribunal

of our purblind reason?— If God cannot be said to love

those, to whom he docs not send the means of' salva-

tion; though he'k'nows they are perishing for the want

of them: can he be said to love those, to whom he has

sent the means of salvation, and yet leaves them to pe-

rish in unbelief? He knows, that they are perishing, for

want of faith: he is able to give them faith, and to new

create them to holiness: yet he does not put forth his

power to save them. Apart from all decrees, this is

fact. Is it the want of love; or is it, that love and grace

must abound in all wisdom and understanding? It may

be said, that they wilfully reject the gospel, and deserve

their doom: but will it also be said, that they, who have

not the gospel, do not sin against the light which they

have, and do not deserve their doom? A lighter doom,

it is true; but yet deserved, whether decreed, or inflicted

without a decree. If God do not accompany the gos-

pel with his special grace, to render it successful; it is

plain, whether he decreed it before, or purposed it at the

moment; it would ' show his determination, that they

' should add to their guilt, and mcrease their condem-

* nation.' The gospel alone does not raise us * from a

* death in sin to a life of righteousness; ' else all who
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hear it would be thus raised; but if men be not thus

made alive to God, by his life-giving Spirit; the gospel

will be the inevitable cause of their more heinous wick-

edness, and sorer punishment.— *' We are unto God a

" sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in

" them that perish. To one we are the savour of death

'' unto death, and to the other we are the savour of life

" unto life."—Again, will any true christian say, (while

he beholds multitudes rejecting the gospel, or pervert-

ing it to their deeper condemnation,) that God might

Y\oijustly have left him, to the pride and lusts of his de-

praved nature to copy their example? Will he not say,

* It is wholly an act of unmerited mercy, which has

* made the difference between me and them, and if I be

* a true christian, " by the grace of God I am what I

" am?" The example of Pharaoh, in respect of his con-

duct towards Israel, does not apply: his requisition was

unjust in itself, and the impossibility actual: but the

impossibility, in the case of sinners, is that of a servant

insuperably slothful^ not of one who is sick or lame: it

is the absolute want of inclination, not of natural power;

and God denies the possibility, no otherwise, than by

not exerdng his power to make them willing and active.

The commands of God, are our rule of conduct; and it

is his command, that we should do what we can for the

salvation of all men: but he has not promised to save

all; nor does he actually save all men, whatever his de-

crees may be: and the day of judgment must deter-

mine, whether the number of the elect, or of those who
are saved, be small or no; and whether smaller, than that

of those who perish. Of this we know nothing. Hi-

therto " strait is the gate and narrow the way, which
" leadeth to life, and few there be that find it."* But

• Matt. vii. 13, U.
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when one said to Jesus, *' Lord are there few that be

'* saved?" Instead of gratifying his curiosity, or answer-

ing the objection, which seems to have been implied in

the question, " He said unto them, Strive to enter in at

" the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, shall seek to

" enter in, and shall not be able."*

In respect of the argument taken from what we ought

to do, as showing what it becomes the infinitely wise

God to do, in his moral government of the world, or his

dealings with sinners; it may easily be shown to be in-

applicable. The mercy and clemency of a judge, in

his private character, must not influence him to justify

the wicked, or to neglect the punishment of criminals in

his publick station; when that punishment is conducive

to the peace of the community. But let me seriously

ask the reader, whether, if it were in his power, and no

other obligation intervened; would it not be his dtcty to

save the soul of every human being? But will he thence

infer, that God, being omnipotent, is bound to save

every man? Here they, who contend for the universal

salvation of men and devils fix themselves. * God is

* love, God is power. He can, and he will; for we, if

^ we had power ought to do it.* And they seem to

themselves to stand as firm, as his Lordship supposes

that he does.

But further, were it in our power, would it not be

our duty, to heal the diseases, supply the wants, and

remove the distresses, and preserve the lives of men,

both near and far off? Now is not the Almighty able to

do it? Yet it is not done. Wherefore? Because he has

wise reasons for not doing it of which we are ignorant.^

If we were present, during the horrors of a tremen-

dous earthquake; or when a large ship, full of men,

* Luke xiii. 23--30.
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was on fire, or dashed upon a rock; should we not be

bound, even at the hazard of our lives, to do all in our

power^ to rescue the wretched sufferers. But is not

God present? Is he not omnipotent? Could he not res-

cue them? Yet he leaves them to perish. Let us then

not imagine, that the infinitely wise God is bound to

do all, which he has made it our duty to do, in similar

circumstances. He requires from us, what it is proper

that we should do: and he decrees and acts, in a man-

ner worthy of himself; but " he giveth not account of

*' any of his matters." He declares, that he " visits the

"iniquities of the fathers upon the children:" yet he

forbad the judges of Israel to do this.* It was proper

fiDr God to do it, but not for man. He commanded

Joshua and Israel to slaughter the Canaanites indiscri-

minately; and many have been the blasphemies, uttered

on that subject: yet it was proper for the Judge of all

the earth to give this command; and for them to exe-

cute it: but if any person, widiout such a command,

should presume to copy the example, he would be ex-

posed to most severe punishment for so doing.

If the salvation of sinful men be altogether a dispen-

sation of unmerited mercy; every part of it must be the

same. Had not " God sent his only begotten Son
" to be the Saviour of the world," which he surely was

not bound to do; we must all have perished; and he

would have been glorious injustice, though not in mer-

cy, on account of our condemnation. Yet, if in the im-

mensity of creation, there are other orders of rational of-

fending creatures, (which may be the case for what we
know,) he might have glorified his mercy in their sal-

vation. Having sent his Son into the world, and all

things having been made ready, by the redemption ai?d

• Dent. xxiv. 16.
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glorification of the great Mediator; he might have with-

held from us " the word of the truth of the gospel;"

which was not in justice due to any one. We then

bliould have *' perished for lack ofknowledge:" he would

have glorified his justice in our merited condemnation:

and sending his word of life to other regions, he might

have glorified his rich mercy in their salvation. Or having

sent it to us, when we were, as all are of themselves, in-

disposed to embrace it with due valuation, and rather

to put it from us; he was not bound on that account in

justice, to do any thing further: he might have left us

to our perverse choice, and glorified his justice in our

condemnation, and his mercy in the salvation of others,

who ' through grace obeyed the call.' No claim, of

any kind, can by a sinner be made on his offended Crea-

tor; till he actually believes with a true and living faith;

and then the only claim is grounded on the faithfulness

of God, to those promises, which he has mercifully

given, and which by his grace he has enabled us to be-

lieve, with a true and living faith. Nothing, which God
has given to any one of Adam's fallen race, was, in any

sense, due to him: all and every part of it, might have

been withheld, consistently with divine justice, and

every other perfection. He has done for us, and given

to us all, far more than we had any right to; and as much,

as in his infinite wisdom, he saw proper to bestow; as

well as immensely more than we deserve. But in this

sinners, in their own cause, are not likely to be impar-

tial judges.—" What could have been done more, to

'' my vineyard, which I have not done in it? wherefore

'< when I looked for grapes, brought it forth wild

'' grapes?"* Instead of replying against God, as if he

^\'ere bound to do more for us, than he has done; it be-

» Is V. 4.
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lioves US, to bless and thank him, for what he has of

his rich and wholly unmerited mercy, done for us; and

beg of him, without ceasing, that we may so profit by

his past benefits, as to receive of his abundant grace,

whatever is still needful to our everlasting salvation,

P. cxcvii. 1. 24. ' He, &c.'* Do the words, " by
" whom he was sanctified," refer to Christ, or to the

apostate? The opinion of commentators is divided on

the subject; and it need not be said which interpreta-

tion I prefer: but, as in this and some other texts, in

which I could not agree with the interpretation here

given, nothing occurs, which materially affects the ge-

neral argument; I shall take no further notice of the dif-

ference. It does not appear, that the word sanctify, is

used, concerning those under the christian dispensation,

in the New Testament, of any except true believers:

and especially not to signify those, who * have been
* made capable of sharing in the benefits of Christ's

' death.' All are capable of sharing these benefits, if

willing to accept of them: and it does not appear, that

the communication of this disposition, or willing mind,

was intended. In what sense then had these apostates

been ' made capable of sharing' the benefit, more than

others, who had never professed the gospel? Perhaps,

iheir having been baptized may be intended.

P. cxcix. 1. 4. ' Whosoever^ &c.'t I fully approve

* " He who hath trodden under foot tlie Son of God, and hath done despite

" unto the Spirit of Grace," * that is, he who has rejected the offered terms
• of salvation, is- said to be " sanctified by the blood of the covenant," ' that

' is, to have been capable of sharing in the benefits of Christ's death.*

\ " Whosoever will, says St. John in the Revelation, let him take the water
" of life freely;" * this passage shows, that all, who are willing, may drink of
' the water of life; that it is in the power of every one to attain eternal hap-
' piness: Such a declaration, says Dr. Doddridge, of divine grace, seems to

' have been wisely inserted just in the close of the sacred canoij to en-

voi., T, 7. .Z
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of this quotation from Doddridge: but passages might

easily be adduced from Calvinistical writers, equally

explicit on the subject. We have, in general, no doubt

about the salvation of those, who are * truly desirous of

' the blessings of the gospel:' the only question is, how

does it happen, that some are thus truly desirous, and

others are not? I should, indeed, give the text even a

more unlimited interpretation. A convinced and dis-

tressed penitent may find some difliculty, in determin-

ing whether his desires after salvation be genuine and

spiritual, or not: but if he be willing, let him come, and ,

he will certainly be made welcome. So long as men.

are proudly and obstinately unwilling to accept of the

salvation of the gospel; we can give them no encourage-

ment, to expect salvation in any other way: but if there

be willingness, I would almost say, a half-willingness,

a relenting, a softened spirit, a disposition to yield and

submit, to confess guilt, to cry for mercy, in the wqrds

of the publican, " God be merciful to me, a sinner!"

he knows little of our ministrations, who does not know,

that we go almost out of our way, to meet such per-

sons, with persuasions, invitations, and every species of

encouragement; that is, to repent and believe, and turn

to God. We certainly do attempt every thing, (accord-

ing to our ability,) which argument can urge, or com-

passion and aifection suggest, to obviate every despond-

ing apprehension. So far from being defective on this

side, I am afraid, if all, which we attempt in public and

in private, were fully known; it would sometimes be

thought, that a vindication was needful on the other

side.

' courage the hope of every huinhle soul, that is truly desirous of the bless-

' ings of the gospel, and to guard against those suspicions of divine goodness

* which some have so unhappily abetted.'
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P. cxcix. 1. 16. ' The benefits^ &c.'* The case of

those, favoured with revelation, before the coming of

Christ, has before been fully considered.f ' The Old
* Testament is not contrary to the New: for both in the

* Old and New Testament, everlasting life is offered to

* mankind by Christ, who is the only Mediator between

* God and man, being both God and man.':{: The gos-

pel was therefore actually revealed to them; and they

were saved by believing it. In respect of those, to

whom, in any age, the gospel has been in no degree

revealed; we have no proof, that they have any benefit

from it, but the contrary. § To the quotation here

made from Hooper, I will add another. ' I believe

* that the holy fathers, patriarchs, and prophets, and all

* other faithful and good people, that are gone before

' us, and have died in the faith, through the wcrd and

* faith, saw him beforehand, which was to come, and

* * The benefits of Christ's death are not confined to those to whom tlie

' gospel has been actually revealed:—that would exclude from salvation all

' who lived before, and the far greater part of those who have lived since,

' the birth of our Saviour. If the satisfaction of Chi-ist does not reacli to the

' times prior to his incarnation, how came it that Abel and Enoch were jus-

' tified.- That Abraiiam, Isaac, and Jacob, are represented as sitting in tlic

* kingdom ofiieaven? That Noah, Daniel, and Job, are declared to be rigli-

• teous men? All these, witli a long catalogue of prophets and lioly men, under

' the Mosaic dispensation, partook of the guilt of Adam, and were therefore

' liable to the wrath of God; nay, they committed actual sin, for " there is

" no man that sinneth not." Yet who can doubt that these illustrious per-

' sons, the peculiar objects of God's favour, are all written in the book of life.

' And we are told that " the blood of bulls and of goats v.'ill not take away
" sins;" • that before the gospel, " there was no law which could give lif;;"

* and that " there is no name under lieaven by which men can be saved but

" that of Christ:" * may we not then conclude, in the words of one of our

* pious martyrs, that * the promise of God appertaineth unto every sort of

* men in the world; and comprehendeth them all; howbeit, within certain

* limits and bounds, the which if men neglect or pass over, they exclude

* themselves from the pro Tiise of Christ; as Cain was no more excluded, till

* he excluded himself, than Abel; Sanl, than David; Judas, than Peter; Esau,

* than Jacpb.'

f See on p. 5, Refutation. i: Art, vii. § Art. xviii.
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* received as much and the same thing that we receive

* by the sacraments. For they \vere of the self same

* church, faith, and law, that we be of.'* In the eigh-

teenth article of King Edward the sixth, it is said,

* They are to be accursed and abhorred, who presume

* to say, that every man shall be saved, &c.' The

words of Hooper as quoted below, do not mention the

case of the Gentiles; and it is not at all likely, that he

referred to it. The Gentiles are not noticed in the con-

text, except in these words; ' It was never forbid, but

' that all sorts of people, and of every progeny in the

' world, should be made partakers of the Jews' religion

* and ceremonies'! By becoming Jews then, or Chris-

tians afterwards, they v/ould have been interested in the

promise of a Saviour.^

P. cci. 1. 6. * He is equally the Maker and Lord of

* all, and careth for all alike.'—** The Lord careth for

^' the righteous;" but does he in like manner care for

the wicked? " He is kind to the unthankful and evil."^

*' He is good to all."^ " For he maketh his sun to

" rise on the evi^ and on the good, and sendeth rain on

" the just ^nd on the unjust. "|| In the general man-

ner, in which this is here expressed, it seems to imply

an equal regard to persons and characters of every kind.

But to limit it to the case under consideration: Did

God care alike for the Gentiles, *' whom he suffered to

•' walk in their own ways," as for Israel, to whom he

conimitted his holy oracles, and abundant means of

grace? Does he now, cause '• the Sun of righteousness,"

to rise on all nations, and his Holy Spirit, as fertilizing

rain, to be poured out yppn them; in the same equal

manner, in which his sun arises and his rain descends

• Fathers of the Eng'lish Church, vol. v. p. 477. f Hooper, 255, ibid.

i Kom. ix. 4. 2 Cor. i. 20. Gal. iii. 16. ^ Luke vi. 35- % Ps. cxlv. 9.

!l Matt. V. 45.
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on the nations of the earth? Has he equally cared for

the poor Africans, in respect of their souls, as for the

inhabitants of this favoured island? And are his special

favours to us, in granting us the means of salvation,

* showing respect of persons?' Every man is bound, in

dealings with others, to render to all their dues: but

may he not, as far as it is consistent with this, confer

special unmerited favours on one and not on another, as

he sees good, without respecting persons? A judge

must not acquit, or condemn, or give sentence in any

cause, from favour, resentment, or regard to rank, or

any similar motive. This would be to *' respect per-

sons." But in his private conduct, provided he do no

wrong to any, he may favour one, and not another, as

he sees good, without incurring similar blame. We all

claim a right to do this, without assigning our reasons

to those, who grudge what is given to others and not to

them. We say *' Friend, I do thee no wrong:—Is it

*' not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is

" thine eye evil, because I am good?" And shall we
refuse the same prerogative to our Creator and Judge?

Indeed, in thus doing " what we will with our own,"

we often act foolishly and sinfully, and shall have an ac-

count to give of it at last: but the glorious " Lord is

" righteous in all his ways and holy in all his works;"

" his understanding is infinite;" '* all his works are

" done in wisdom." Who then shall say to him,

" What doest thou?"

P. cci. 1. 12. * PFgs it to h, &c?'* Many things

* ' Was it to be expected that God, who is bountiful and indulgent to all

' men, in bestowing temporal comforts and conveniences, without partiality

' or reserve; who preserveth their life from destruction; who protecteth them
• dWtinually from mischief and danger; whoopeneth his hand, and satisSeth

' the desire of every living thing:—w?.s it to he expected that thisTcind and
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liave taken place, in the world, by the immediate act of

God, or by his express command, which we should not

have previously expected: but when they have actually

occurred, ought we to oppose our previous expectations

to undeniable facts? Was it to be expected, that God,

who is Love, should destroy the world with a deluge?

Or commission Joshua and Israel to extirpate the Ca-

naanites, without sparing women or children? Yet he

certainly did these things. There is no " searching of

" his understanding." His judgments are " a great

*' deep."* *' Oh, the depth of the riches both of the

*' knowledge and wisdom of God! How unsearchable

'* are his judgments, and his ways are past finding out!

" For who hath known the mind of the Lord, or who
*' hath been his counsellor? Or, who hath first given to

*' him; and it shall be recompensed to him again? For

*• of him, and to him, and through him are all things; to

*' whom be glory forever, Amen."t It has been shown,

that he does not communicate either the means of -sal-

vation, or '* the things which accompany salvation," in

the same manner, as he does the bounties of Provi-

dence. Yet, even in the latter, some regions, and some

individuals, are far more highly favoured than others.

Are we, in this land of peace, and liberty, no more fa-

voured, than the inhabitants of those regions which are

desolated by the horrors of war, or groaning under the

iron rod of cruel oppression? Is this partiality.'' Shall

we say, we deserve qur special advantages? Shall we

ascribe them to our own wisdom? Ought we to forget,

' benevolent Being would neglect the spiritual welfare of any part of his ra-

' tional creatures, ami leave their souls destitute of all cai-e and protection;

« lliat he would give them life, and health, and all the good things of this

« world, and withhold from them the possibility of happiness in the world to

• come.'

* Ps. xxxvi. 5, 6. I Rom. xi. 33—36.
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when looking abroad with deep compassion, on die

wretched sufferers; ought we to forget, I say, the words

of God by the prophet:—" Shall there be evil in the

*' city and the Lord hath not done it?" Though he

*• protecteth men continually from mischief and danger,'

yea, ** openeth his hand, and satisfieth the desire of eve-

" ry living creature:" yet he leaves every human being

to endure the stroke and agony of death; the greatest

temporal punishment which can be inflicted: and the

analogy is unfavourable to the hopes of those, who ex-

pect impunity or happiness hereafter, in any other way,

than that which is revealed in the word of God: for if,

He who is Love, yet pursues sinners to death, because

of his anger; how can it be known, that he will not pur-

sue them after death, if no reconciliation have previous-

ly taken place? This kind and benevolent Being will not

neglect the spiritual good of* his rational creaturesy\ 'as

such: but if they be apostates, rebels, and enemies, will

he show no disapprobation of their conduct? They have

forfeited all claim upon him, and deserved his awful in-

dignation; and how far, it may be proper for him to

show them favour, must be unreservedly left to his un-

erring wisdom. Should those, Vv^ho hold universal salva-

tion^ take up this argument; I cannot see how they could

be answered, in any other way, than that, in which Cal-

vinists answer it, when urged by their opponents. There

can be no more mercy in our salvation, than there would

have ht.t\\. justice in our being left to perish in our sins,

without hope or possibility of salvation. Every thing

pertaining to the salvation of guilty and polluted crea-

tures, is mercy^ and might justly have been withheld.

But mercy must be exercised in consistency with all

other divine perfections: and we, shortsighted sinful

creatures, are not competent to determine any thing,
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concerning the conduct of him, '' Who doeth accord-

'* ing to his will, in the army of heaven, and among the

" inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand,

" or say unto him, What doest thou?"*

Some use language concerning God, which I do not

choose to repeat, on the supposition of his dealing with

men, according to the rigour of his holy law: and others,

on the supposition, of his not sending to men the means

of salvation; or not saving them without these means;

and in various ways, men presume to decide on the ap-

pointments and dispensations of the Almighty: but

" every mouth shall be stopped," and the whole world

become guilty before God; and all, who do not humbly

and thankfully receive his salvation, as a gift of entirely

free mercy, in all respects, will find their awful mistake,

when it is too late.

P. ccii. 1. 7. * The xvhole, &c.'t The whole nation of

Israel is, no doubt, spoken of in the Old Testament, ' as

* elected, or chosen of God;' without discrimination of

character. The nation, descended from Abraham, Isaac,

and Israel, were, for the sake of their fathers, chosen to

special advantages, as to the means of salvation, as well

as to peculiar temporal benefits, but not unto salvation.

They were, however, peculiarly distinguished, by this

national election, from the rest of the world: and if the

other nations of the earth had any claim on God, which

required him to ' care alike for them; ' I cannot see, but

the objections, about partiality and respect of persons,

• Dan. iv. 35.
''

\ ' The whole nation of the Jews, including' both i^ood and bad, is said to

' be elected or chosen by God, and the word is never applied exclusively to

* those of the Jews who were obedient to his coromandsj " Because he loved

" thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after them, and brouglit thee out

" in his sight, with his mighty power out of Egypt." " The Lord thy God
" hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself above all people that

** are upon the face of the earth."
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might have been brought forward by them; as fairly, as

they are now by the opponents of Calvinism. Indeed,

I think, no man can fairly and fully justify the divine

conduct, in this particular, without conceding all the

leading principles, on which Calvinism is grounded.

The same is the case, with all those nations, which are

favoured with the means of salvation. If all have any

right to them, and an equal right to them: why are some

so highly favoured above others? Is " God a respecter

*' of persons?" But if all be undeserved, and contrary

to man's deservings; according to our principles: then

all have as much as they deserve, yea more; none have

a right to complain; all have cause of gratitude: but

some more than others; as Israel had more cause for

thankfulness, than the surrounding nations had. But,

though, Israel was chosen nationally to external privi-

leges, temporal and spiritual; is there no intimation, of

another election, even in respect of Israel? Not to speak

of the frequent intimations, given by the prophets, of a

remnant, whom God would, or did, distinguish from

other Israelites, what says the apostle? " They are not

*' all Israel, which are of Israel?" If so, there is an

Israel, within an Israel: but how is this? " Even so at this

*' present titne, there is a remnant, according to the

" election of grace."* This refers to the seven thousand

in Israel, whom the Lord had " reserved to himself," in

the days of Elijah. These were " a remnant according

" to the election of grace," and the rest of the nation

were not. Is it not then, undeniable, that there was a

national election, to external advantages; and a person-

al election, entirely distinct from it? An election of

individuals, from among the elect nation? And that

* T?otn. XI. 5, 6.

VOL. T. 3 A
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the natio7ial election of Israel, was a type and figure, of

the personal election of the true Israel, " the church of

*' the first born, whose names are written in heaven?"

Some texts of Scripture follow,* which are, almost

universally, by expositors, considered as prophecies,

relative to the future dealings of God, with the nation

of Israel; and coincident with the words of our Saviour:

" Except these days should be shortened, no flesh,"

(that is, none of Israel,) " should be saved; but for the

" elects' sake, those days shall be shortened."! " For
*' I will bring a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah, an

" inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall in-

" herit it, and my servants shall dwell there.'* *' So the

*' holy seed shall be the substance thereof."^

P» cciii. 1. 10. ' Iti the, &c.'§ This is a decisive

proof, that the national election of Israel was an entirely

different thing, from the election spoken of in the New
Testarnent: being only a shadow or type of it. *' God
*
' hath from the beginning chosen you unto salvation

,

" through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the

" truth; whereunto he hath called you by our gospel, to

" the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. "T[

*' Elect, according to the foreknowledge of God the

" Father, through sanctification of the Spirit unto obe-

" dience, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ."]}

Wherever election or predestination are spoken of in

the New Testament, concerning christians, they are

• Is. xliii. 20. xlv. 4. Ixv. 9. . t ^^att. xxiv. 22. t Is. vi. 13.

§ ' In the numerous passages of the Old Testument, in which they are

' thus spoken of, there is not the'slightest allusion to their being predestinated

' to happiness in the world to come; nor indeed will anyone contend that all

* the Jews were designed for eternal salvation. They were elected in this

• world only, as an introductory and jireparatory step to the execution of

' God's merciful scheme of human redemption tlirough the incarnation ar-T

* sufferings of Christ.'

^ 2 Thes, ii. 13, 14. |l 1 Pet. i. 2.
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uniformly connected with " things which accompany
** salvation.''* The election of Israel was indeed * an

' introductory and preparatory step to the execution of

* God's merciful scheme, &c:' but had the Israelities

themselves no advantages, in consequence of it? " What
" advantage then hath the Jew? Or, what profit is there

'' of circumcision? Much every way; chiefly because

" unto them were committed the oracles of God."f It

is probable, that from the days of Moses to the coming

of Christ, more persons out of this comparatively small

nation were spiritual worshippers, and accepted servants^

of God, than in all the world besides.

P. cciii. 1. 20. * We shall, &c.*J This is a state-

ment, which will require much proof: but let every

argument have its due weight. What ' collective bodies

* were converted to Christianity,' in the same manner,

that Israel was chosen as a nation? Even the three

thousand, converted on the day of Pentecost, and the

tens of thousands, who afterwards believed, were mere-

ly a remnant of the nation of Israel; and, like the seven

thousand in the days of Elijah, '' a remnant according

" to the election of grace." God had " not cast away
" his people, whom he foreknew,'*^ even when the na-

tion of Israel ceased to be his church. " Israel hath
*' not obtained that which he seeketh for: but the elec=

*' tion hath obtained it; and the rest were blinded." If

the texts referred to, in the last remark, do not prove,

• Rom. vlii. 28—30. Eph. i. 4, 5. 11—14. CoJ. ill. 12. 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit.

;. 1, 2. 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10. f ^^o™- i"- 1. 2.

+ • We shall iu like manner find that the same words, elect and chosen,

* are applied to collective bodies of men who v/ere converted to the gospel,

« without any restriction to those who were ol)edient to its precepts, and will

* hereafter be saved; and that an infallible certainty of salvation, in consf-

' quence of a divine decree, is not attributed to any number of christian.s, or

' to any single christian, throughout the New Testament.'

§ Rom. xi. 1—7.
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ibat election is uniformly connected with the " things

" which accon\pany salvation:" the point must be

yielded. But each text will be more particularly no-

ticed.—The more copious of the apostolical epistles are

addressed to the churches, or to the saints, and not to

individuals; and in those to Timothy and Titus, the

apostle joins himself with the person to whom he wrote,

when he spake on this subject:* but he mentions

Clement, and others, " whose names are written in the

' book of life; "I and St. John addresses one of his epis-

tleS unto " The elect lady, and her children," and men-

tions her " elect sister."J Our Lord calls Paul " a

" vessel of election." (2«yoc ixMyn?.)^

P. cciv. 1. 3. ' St. Peter, &:c.'|| Let this whole

passage be minutely examined. " Elect, according to

" the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanc-

" tification of the Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling

" of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace

'-' be multiplied. Blessed be the God and Father of our

• 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. i, 1, 2. f Thil. iv. 3. Comp. Rev. xvil. 8.

% 3 John 1. 12. § Acts ix. 15.

•

II
• St. Peter tells the ' strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,

" Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithyiiia," ' that they are " elect according to the

" foreknowledge of God;" 'and "a chosen generation, a peculiar people;

"' that they might shosv forth the praises of him, who hath called them out of

" darkness into his marvellous light." • It is evident that the apostle here

• refers to the calling of these men to the knowledge of his gospel, which,

' like every other circumstance relative to this gracious dispensation, was

« foreknown by God; and that by denominating the christians of these fiveex-

' tensive countries, indiscriminately, " elect," and " a cliosen generation,''

' he did not mean to assert that they would all be saved; but that they were

'admitted to " the marvellous light^' 'of the gospel, while other nations

' were still wandering in the " darkness" ' of heathenism. And to put this

• beyond all doubt, the same persons, whom in his first epistle he addresses

« as " elect according to the foreknowledge of God;" in his second Epistle he

' addresses as " them that have obtained like precious faith with us, through

" the righteousness of God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ:" ' to be elect, and

' to be a believer in Christ, are therefore the same thing.'
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'f Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant

" mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by
*' the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead: to an in-

*' heritance, incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth

*' not away, reserved in heaven for you; who are kept

*' by the power of God, through faith unto salvation,

*' ready to be revealed in the last time; wherein ye
" greatly rejoice." And just after, " Whom," (Jesus

Christ,) " having not seen, ye love; in whom though
" now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
'• joy unspeakable, and full of glory: Receiving the end
" of your faith, even the salvation of your souls."* Is

there here ' no restriction to those who were obedient

' to the precepts of the gospel?' No assertion, that the

persons addressed would all be saved? I do not mean
all, called Christians, in these countries; but all those,

whom the apostle spoke of by character; for '' if any
*' one did not love the Lord Jesus Christ," he was not

one of the persons intended. They to w^hom the apos-

tle wrote, were " elect, through sanctification of the

'* Spirit, unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of

" Christ:" therefore none were addressed, but those,

who through faith, were sprinkled with the blood of

Christ. The apostle joins himself with them, in the

next verse, " as begotten again unto a lively hope, &c:"

none were, therefore, addressed, except those who had

this lively hope, in consequence of regeneration: " and
'' every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth him-
" self, even as he is pure."t They were also, " begotten

*' again—to an inheritance incorruptible, &c, which was
" reserved in heaven for them:'''' therefore the apostle ad-

dressed exclusively those, whom he considered as heirs

pf this inheritance; though there might be hypocrites

• 1 Pet. i. 1—3. ^ 1 Joliii Hi. 3.
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in their company, tares among the wheat. The per-

sons spoken of, were " kept by the power of God
" through faith, unto salvation:" therefore, " they were

" partakers of true and saving faith." They loved

the Lord Jesus, they believed in him, " they rejoiced

" in him, with joy unspeakable and full of glory." Can

tliese things be said of any except true christians? None,

but true christians therefore were intended. The apos-

tle had seen Jesus Christ; and he believed, loved, and

rejoiced: but the persons addressed did the same,

though they had not seen him; and " blessed are they,

" who have not seen, and yet have believed."*—Again,

the apostle says of them: " Who by him do believe in

" God, who raised him from the dead, and gave him
" glory, that your faith and hope might be in God.
" Seeing ye have purified your souls, in obeying the

" truth, through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the

" brethren; see that ye love one another with a pure heart

" fervently; being born again, not of corruptible seed,

*' but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which livetli

" and abideth for ever."t They did " believe in God"
through Christ; they had *' purified their souls in obey-

*' ing the truth, through the Spirit:" they did " un-

" feignedly love the brethren. "j And " we know
'* that we have passed from death unto life, because we
** love the brethren."| None then, but true christians

were addressed: and indeed the apostle does not inscribe

his epistle to any collective bodies, or churches, but

" to the elect strangers scattered throughout Pontus,

*' fee."

These remarks prepare our way, for the other text

quoted from this apostle. " But unto them, which be

* John XX. 29. f 1 Pet. i. 21—23. wifeigiied; eti/vTronpnov, without

hxipocrmj. Kom. xii. 9. 2 Tim. i. 9. Jam. iii. 17. Gr. ^ IJohniii. 14.
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" disobedient, the Stone, which the builders disallowed,

'* the same is made the Head of the corner; and a Stone

" of stumbling and Rock of offence, even to them which
" stumble at the word being disobedient, whereunto

" also they were appointed. But ye are a chosen gene-

" ration, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar

'* people; that ye should show forth the praises of him,

" who hath called you out of darkness, into his marvel-

" lous light; which in time past were not a people, but
*' now are the people of God; which had not obtained

*' mercy, but now have obtained mercy.'** Can any

man, having duly considered what the apostle had said,

concerning these same persons, in the preceding chap-

ter, after deliberately reading the passage, deny, that the

apostle regarded this company, whom he addressed, as

being in reality, what Israel, as a nation, was typically?

The contrast between those, to whom as believers,

" Christ was precious;" and all those, ** who, being
" disobedient stumbled at the word:" and indeed every

circumstance, confirms this conclusion. They were
*' a chosen generation," as the seed of Abraham were;

being indeed the " children of Abraham, by faith in

** Christ."! Thus *' they were counted to the Lord
" for a generation."^ But, as collected from among va-

rious tribes and kindreds, they could not be a chosen

generation in the same sense, as the nation of Israel was
the chosen race, the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and

Israel. They were, " a royal priesthood," " a kingdom
*' of priests. "§ This relates to the typical character of

Israel, as a nation, and the real character of true believ-

ers, " Unto him, who loved us, and Vv'ashed us from
" our sins in his own blood; and hath made us kinj^s

* 1 Pet. il. 7—10. t Rom. iv. 16—18. Gal. iii. 29. , i P.s, x\ii. SO.

§ Ex. six. 6.
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" and priests, unto God and his Father."* *' Thou
** wast slain and hast redeemed us to God with thy blood;

" and hast made us to our God, kings and priests."-|-

The kingdom and priesthood were incompatible, under

the Mosaick law; or at least, after the kingdom was fix-

ed to the family of David, of the tribe of Judah: but in

that " High priest after the order of Melchizedek,"

these offices are united. He is "a Priest upon his

" throne;"! and all his true people, as one with him,
*' are kings and priests."—" An holy nation;" as Israel

was typically; though alas! in reality, too generally an

unholy nation, in respect of character. The " elect

" strangers, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cap-
" padocia, Asia, and Bithynia," ' five extensive coun-

* tries,' were not a nation, at all, as to any external

concerns; but select individuals from divers nations,

Jews and Gentiles. But, under Christ, their King,

" whose kingdom was not of this world," as " reconcil-

*' ed to God by him," and becoming his willing sub-

jects, they were incorporated as a nation, notwithstand-

ing their dispersions, under his protection, and govern-

ed by his commandments; being in reality, what Israel

was typically. "' A peculiar people," iAdotw^ipmotunv.)^

All nations are the creatures, and ought to be the sub-

jects and servants of God: but Israel was his by a pecu-

liar right; a choice, a calling, a redemption, peculiar to

that nation: yet this was only a shadow of their privi-

lege, for whom Christ gave himself, that he might re-

deem them from all iniquity, and purify them unto

himself, a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

These had not only been " admitted to the marvellous

" light of the gospel;" but had been specially " called

" out of darkness into his marvellous light;" they were

• Rev. i. 6. t Rev. v 9, 10. + Zccli. vi. 13. § Mai. iii. 17. Sept.
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indeed become '* the people of God," they " had ob-,

fcmcr/ mercy."* Can all these things meet in any, except

true Christians? It would not be more contrary to

Scripture, to deny that the ritual law, the Aaronick

priesthood, and the kingdom of David and his race;

were typical of the spiritual blessings of the Christian

dispensation; than to deny, that the nation of Israel was

typical of the true Israel. Let what the inspired apos-

tie here stated concerning this subject, in the interpreta-

tion, as an allegory, of the particulars respecting Sarah

and Isaac, Hagar and Ishmaehf and that which he has

stated on the same subject, in writing to the Hebrews,

be carefully examined,J not to adduce more passages:

and then let it be determined, whether true christians

are not, under the christian dispensation, that, in deed

and truth, which Israel of old was typically.—" We are

" the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, and
" rejoice in Christ Jesus, and put no confidence in the

" flesh."§

It also appears to me, that the passage quoted from

the second epistle, fully confirms the conclusions, which

I have deduced from the passages in the first. " To
" them, that have obtained like precious faith with us,

*' through the righteousness of God, and our Saviour

" Jesus Christ."TI * To be elect, and to be a believer,'

are not the same thing according to our views: because

a nlan may be " elect, according to the foreknowledge

" of God," and not be as yet, called by his grace. But

no man can know, or scripturally conclude himself to be

elect, except by his faith. This the apostle calls *' like

" precious faith with us." He, therefore, addressed

none, but those, who had the same precious faith, which

• Compare 1 Tim. i. 13. Gr. with the original here. f Gal. iv. 21—31.

+ Heb. xii. 18-26. ^ Phil. iii. 3. U 2 Pet. i. 1.

VOL I. 3 B
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he himself had; and, consequently, they who had a dead

and worthless faith, are not included. The apostle Paul

calls this precious faith, " the faith of God's elect."*

None we think, have it but the elect. It is precious, in

its nature, in the blessings which it appropriates, and

in its holy fruits. It is " our most holy faith, "f
* When the christians of these five extensive coun-

' tries,' are spoken of; a superficial reader might sup-

pose, that the inhabitants of these regions were in gen-

eral professed christians, as those of England now are:

whereas, in foct, they were only a small company, in

the several cities and districts, who professed Christiani-

ty, amidst an immense majority of Gentiles or Jews;

and this small company generally from among the lowr

er orders in society. Even, as at present, a few hun-

dreds in a town, or city, appear in earnest about the

concerns of religion, while the bulk of their neighbours,

though called Christians, do not so much as seem to be

real christians, and make no pretensions to the title of

saints. The words, ' while other nations, &c;' still further

uphold the supposition of national churches: as if the

bulk of the inhabitants of these regions were not as

much ' wandering in the darkness of heathenism,' as

those of any other nations.

P„ ccv. L 5, ' Among, &c.'| The salvation of all,

* Tit. i. 1. t Jude 20. ,

t ' Among- other precepts and exhortations he says, " Give diligence to

*' make jour calling and election sure:" " for if ye do these things, ye shall

" never fall:-' * therefore the salvation of these elect, of this chosen gener^-

* tion, was so far from being certain, that it depended upon their own " dili-

" gence;" " their not falling" ' was so far from being infallibly decreed, that

' it depended upon their doing those things which the apostle commanded:

* and he even predicts, that " false teachers, who would bring in damnable

" heresies, denying the Lord that bought them, should make merchandize

" of some of them;" ' that is, should -seduce them from the true faith in

' Christ, and consequently defeat their salvation: some therefore of these

' elect persons were not saved.'
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who might read the epistle, was not sure, either as ' in-

fallibly decreed,' or in any other way: but Calvinists

think, that the salvation of all, who had obtained "like

"precious faith," with the apostle, was sure in itself.

Yet, even in respect of these, their personal assurance of

salvation, and the comfort arising from it, must depend

on their own diligence, as the appointed means.* Indeed

the salvation of true christians is so connected with dili-

gence, in the means of grace, and in all holy duties;

that every confidence of a happy event must be sus-

pected, if not absolutely condemned, which is not ob-

tained and preserved by it. In respect of what is said

of false teachers, and their success, it may suffice to say,

with our Lord, " If it were possible, they would de-

*' ceive the very elect:" and with his apostle, " They
" went out from us; but they were not of us: for if they

" had been of us, no doubt they would have continued

" with us; but they went out, that they might be made
** manifest, that they were not all of us."t

P. ccv. Note. * Election^ &c.'J By callings m
this exhortation, § Calvinists understand regeneration

and conversion. ' They be called according to God's

* purpose, by his Spirit, working in due season; they

* through grace obey the calling; they be justified free-

' ly; they be made the sons of God by adoption; they

* be made like to the image of his only begotten Soiv

'Jesus Christ, they walk religiously in good works, and

' at length by God's mercy they attain to everlasting

/ felicity.'H ' An infallible decree' cannot be made more

sure in itself; but it may be made more sure to a man's

* Heb. vi. 10—12. t John i5. 19.

% ' Election in the Calvinistick sense includes an infall-ble decree but the

* apostle could not call upon the christian converts to make an infallible cle-

* cree mire*

§2Pet. i. 10. «[Art. xvli.
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own mind, tliat ** God has from the beginning chosen

" him unto salvation;'' and that, in consequence, *' he

** hath called him according to his purpose." This

** full assurance of hope,"* this inward satisfaction of

our election to eternal life must be sought by diligence:

and the more evidently we love God, and '' keep his

*' commandments," with alacrity and delight; and love

the brethren and all men, and take pleasure in every

Work and labour of love; the more full assurance of our

eternal salvation, and consequently of our election, we

scripturally attain. Negligence brings a man's interest

in the promises of God, into doubt, as well as his per-

sonal election: but the promises of God are sure, and

will infallibly be fulfilled, to those who are interested in

them. " If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful, he

** cannot deny himself."! Our diligence cannot make

his promises more sure in themselves, than they really

are; any more than it can make an infallible decree more

sure; but it may lead us to the assurance, that the pro-

mises will surely be fulfilled to us. The apostle did

not call on those, whom he addressed to make an infal-

lible decree sure; but to make it sure to their own con-

sciences, that they were true believers, and thence to

infer their election. But if calling only mean, the out-

ward invitation of the gospel; and election, only a choice

of collective bodies to means of grace: and if these per-

sons had, i7t this sense, been indisputably called of God,

" into his eternal glory by Jesus Christ;"^ in what wa^

would their calling and election be made more sure?§

P. ccv. 1. 23. " The church t/iat is at Babylon,

elected together with you, &c."T[ The word church is

not found in this passage, h «y b«^wa»v; (ryv£>tx«xT«. ** She in

» Heb. vl A. \ 2 Tim. ii. 13. + 1 Pet. v. 10. § See on

203, Refutation. f 1 Pet. v. 13.
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" Babylon who is elected together." It is probable,

however, that a church, and not a person, is intended;

though we read no where else of a church in that neigh-

bourhood.—* The whole church of Babylon, &c.' Some
may be led by this language to conceive of the ' church

* of Babylon,' as including the bulk of the inhabitants,

like ' the whole church of England, or, * the whole

' church of Scotland,' or, * the whole church of Rome;^

yet probably the church at * Babylon,' consisted only

of a remnant of believers, collected together, by the

apostle's ministry, inconsiderable in number, compared

with the multitudes among whom they lived. A com-

pany thus collected and circumstanced, it may be sup-

posed, were in general true believers, and entirely such

as made a credible and intelligent profession of faith,

which their conduct did not invalidate. They were

therefore spoken of, as true christians, in the judgment

of charity; as being what they professed to be: and so

elected together with other christians in different parts

of the world. Yet, possibly, there might, unperceived

by man, be some hypocrites among them.

P. ccvi. 1. 5. * It is notj &c.'* Calvinists do not

hold, that all, who think themselves, or are thought by

•others, even by the most discerning ministers, to be

true christians, " the elect of God, holy, and beloved,"

will necessarily be saved: but only, that all, whom God,

who " searches the heart," knows to be true believers*

His decrees are wholly unknown to man, till manifested

by the event. When any person, or persons, become,

as far as we can see, true believers, showing their faith

by their works; we consider them as " called and chosen,

*' and faithful:"! and we speak of them, as they appear

• ' It is not confined to individuals who must necessarily be saved, or who
' were predestinated by God to certain salvation, or even to those who will

* actually be saved.'

I Rev. svii. 14.
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to US, and not as, perhaps, they appear before God^

Even the apostle himself says of Silvanus, " a faithful

"brother unto you, as I suppose."* Men may de-

ceite themselves, or impose on others; but the purpose

of God shall be established. And this is " the Father's

" will, which hath sent me, that of all which he hath

" given me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it

*' up at the last day: and this is the will of him that

" sent me, That every one which seeth the Son, and

" believeth on him, may have everlasting life; and I

" will raise him at the last day."t

P. ccvi. 1. 10, ' St, Paul begins his epistle to the

' Ephesians in this manner.' (In order duly to exa-

mine the beginning of the epistle to the Ephesians; the

whole passage must be viewed together. Instead, there-

fore of printing below those parts, which are quoted in

the Refutation; the whole passage will be thus printed,

with brackets, marking what is omitted by his Lord-

ship.)

" Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of

" Gt)d, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the

" faithful in Christ Jesus; Grace be to you and peace

" from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

" Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

" Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual bless-

" ings in heavenly places in Christ. According as he

*' hath chosen us in him, before the foundation of the

" world, that we should be holy, and without blame

'* before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the

" adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, ac-

" cording to the good pleasure of his will, [To the

" praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made
" us accepted in the beloved: In whom we have redemp-

• 1 Pet. V. 12. t John vi. 39, 40.
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'* tion through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, accord-

I?' ing to the riches of his grace: Wherein he hath

'"abounded towards us in all wisdom and prudence.]

*' Haying made known unto us the mystery of his

*' will, according to his good pleasure, which he hath

*' purposed in himself. [That in the dispensation of

*' the fulness of times, he might gather together in one

" all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and

" which are on earth, even in him.] In whom also we
" have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated ac-

*' cording to the purpose of him who worketh all things

** after the counsel of his own will: [That we should

" be to the praise of his glory who first trusted in Christ;

*' In ^vhom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word
" of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also,

** after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy
" Spirit of promise: Which is the earnest of our in-

*' heritance, until the redemption of the purchased pos-

" session, unto the praise of his glory. Wherefore I

*' also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and
" love unto all the saints. Cease not to give thanks for

" you, &c."] The apostle here addresses the Ephesians,

as " saints," or holy persons; as " faithful in Christ

" Jesus," or believers in Christ. He joins himself with

them, as those, whom God had *' blessed with all spiri-

' tual blessings, in heavenly things;" and this " accord-

" ing as he had chosen them in Christ before the founda-

'^' tion of the world," .

'^ that they should be holy," (or

saints) " and without blame before him in love." He
had " predestinated them to the adoption of children by
" Jesus Christ unto himself." And, " if children, then

" heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ."*

^' This was according to the good pleasure of his will."

* lio^i. viii. 17.



276 REMARKS

" I thaiik thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and eacthi

" because thou hast hid these things from the wise and

" prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even
*' so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight*"*

This predestination was expressly " to the praise of the

" glory of his grace, wherehi," or, by which, {» ») " he

" had made them accepted in the Beloved, in whom
" they had redemption through his blood, even the for-

" giveness of their sins." They were then pardoned,

justified, and accepted in Christ, which no merely no-

minal christian ever was, or can be. This was " ac-

** cording to the riches of his grace; wherein he had

'* abounded towards them, in all wisdom and prudence;"

having arranged the whole plan, for the display of his

rich and plenteous grace, in such a manner, as to give

no encouragement to sin, but only to repentance and its

fruits; and to magnify his law, and glorify his justice

and holiness, and all his perfections, in harmony with

his grace. The apostle, and the Ephesians, had obtain-

ed ** an inheritance, being predestinated, &c." He,

and his fellow-christians, from among the Jews, had

" first trusted in Christ;" and the Ephesians, hearing

the word "of truth, the gospel of their salvation, had
"• trusted in Christ;" they had believed, and had been

scaled by the Holy Spirit, the earnest of " their inherit-

'* ance," They had faith in Christ, and love to all

*' the saints." Now can all these things be spoken of

any, except of true christians? Indeed, can any of them?

If there were others, in the outward communion of the

church, as chaif or tares, among the wheat; " they were

<' not of them," though they were among them, and

might " go out from them," or continue mixed with

them, till the time of harvest. It is here also to be

* Mutt xi. 25, 26. Luke x. 21.
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noted, that the epistle is not addressed to the church at

Ephesus, " but to the saints and faithful brethren:" so

that there is the less ground for considering it, as writ-

ten to a collective body of true christians and hypocrites

indiscriminately. Whatever is meant by chosen and

predestinated; the words are indisputably connected,

with " the things which accompany salvation;'' and of

which they were the source and cause, and not the ef-

fect,

P. ccvii. 1. 8. ' Instead of hc.'**^ Exhortations to

give diligence *' to make their calling and election sure"

are perfectly consistent, with the doctrine of the final

salvation of all true believers: but exhortations, to " walk

*' worthy of their vocation," especially related to their

adorning and recommending the gospel for the honour

of God and the good of ^nkind. Even true chris-

tians are often betrayed into improper conduct: and ex-

hortations are exceedingly needful and useful, to make

them vigilant and circumspect: but surely every in-

stance of yielding to sinful temptations does not conse-

quently imply that a man will ' fail of salvation;' for

* we may depart from grace given, and fall into sin, and

* by the grace of God, we may arise, and amend our

lives.'! Even, if assured that the salvation of any com-

pany was infallibly certain; we might and ought to ex-

iiort them to "walk worthy of God who had called

• ' Instead of representing theh* salvation as certain, lie earnestly exhorts

' them to " walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called;" ' guards

* them against those deceits which bring down "-the wrath of God upon the

" children ofdisobedience," and commands them " to put on the whole armour
*' of God, tliat they may be able to standagainstthe wiles of the devil;" it w;ii.s

* therefore possible for those, who were " saints," "faithful," " chosen," and

" predestinated," ' to walk unworthily, to incur the wrath of God by disobe-

* dience, and teryield to sinful temptations, and consequently to fail of sah'a

* tion.'

t Art. xvi.

VOL. I. 3 C
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" them to his kingdom and glory."* ^* Wherefore,
" my beloved brethren, be yestedfast, unmoveable, aU
" ways abounduif^ in the work of the Lord, forasmuch

*' as ye know, that your labour is not in vain in the

*' Lord." Many important ends are answered by the

holy lives of christians, distinct from their own salva-

tion. We may also say to any company, who act con-

sistently, ' I address you as believers, and suspect the

* contrary ©f none among you: but it behoves you to

' examine yourselves, and to give diligence, that you
« may have the full assurance of hope unto the end; and
•^ so be animated for every service and every trial.' God
generally works by means. The promise of a plenteous

harvest would not render the husbandman's diligence

superfluous, but rather encourage it: and if an indivi-

dual should so perversely interpret it, as to excuse him-

self from labour, he would justly be excluded from the

general benefit.

P. ccviii. * Jesus, &:c. 'f Did our Lord ever say,

that he chose Judas *' to salvation through sanctifica-

*^ tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth?" He chose

•F 1 Th^s. M 12.

•j- ' Jesus knew from the beginning who should betray him. Jesus answer-

* ed them, " Have not 1 chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? He
" spiike of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray

*' him, bein^ one of the twelve:" ' Jesus called, chose, elected these twelve

' to be his peculiar disciples, his apostles, his constant companions, his

' friends. He gave them power to work miracles, to preach tl^e gospel, to

' become witnesses of, and sharers in, his glory; to sit upon twelve thrones

' ill his kuig-dom, judg'ing' the twelve tribes of Israel—Yet one of these men
' he declared to be a devil; pne of them he knew would betray him; one of

' them he knew to be '^ the son of perdition,'' about to suffer such punish.

* meiit, that it " had been good for him if he had not been born.'' ' Since

* then Judas was one of the chosen, one of those "whom God gave to Christ,"

' and since " Jesus knew from the beginning that he should betray him,"

' and consequently be rejected and " lost," ' it is clear that the chosen may
' deprive themselves of the advantage of " this e-xcellent benefit" ' of being-

' placed 111 a state most favourable for the attainment of salvation, and that

' foreknowledge does not imply cor<.trol or influence.'
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Saul to be king over all Israel; and Jeroboam to be king

over the ten tribes; and Cyrus to be the deliver of Judah

from captivity; and Judas to be an apostle, and to be

the predicted traitor: but is this the same, as "to be

" chosen in Christ, before the foundation of the world,

'^ that we should be holy, and without blame before

" him in love; being predestinated to the adoption of

" children, by Jesus Christ unto him?" As to any

other election, it is wholly beside our subject: and no

man will say that Judas was thus chosen. Therefore,

the whole argument from this case falls to the ground.

Men ' may deprive themselves of this excellent benefit,

' of being placed in a state most favourable for the at-

' tainment of salvation:' but the question is, whether any

true believers, who are " called, and chosen, and faith-

^ ful," are thus left to deprive themselves. ' Foreknow-
' ledge does not imply control ov iiijiuejice.^ It certain-

ly does not imply compulsion. But " the wrath of man
'* shall praise him,"* (God,) *' and the remainder of

" wrath shall he restrain." " He stilleth the noise of

''• the seas, and the noise of the waves, and the madness
" of the people."! Here is control^ no doubt, implied

in foreknowledge, even in respect of the most wicked

men; and if i?ijluence be denied, the influence of res-

training grace, on ' the unruly wills and affections of

* sinful men;' and the influence of renewing grace, on

the minds of believers; the whole of Christianity is de-

nied. But " known unto God are all his works -from

** the beginning of the world.

J

P. ccix. ' The^ &c'^ Whatever other means there

* Ps. Ixxvl. 10. t Ps. Ixv. 7. t Acts xv. 18.

4 * The observation of our Saviour, " When I was daily with you ia the

" temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me," * appears to indicate that

' there were other means hy which the Son of man might have been delivered

* unt© death; sothattlie ireason of Judas cannot be considered as a necessary
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might be, by which the Son of man could have been

delivered unto death; there could be none, which were

not foreknown: and ihe way, in which he was betrayed

was predetermined and foretold, " The Son of man
" goeth as it is written of him."* " And the Son of

'* man goeth as it was determined."! * So that the trea-

* son of Judas was a necessary part of the scheme of

' man's redemption:' though Judas acted voluntarily,

without any compulsion, or any regard to God's deter-

mination and prediction, in order to gratify his own
avarice.

P. ccix. 1. 12. * 7/^ &c/| Here I am happy, in the

name of most Calvinists, and perhaps of all evangelical

clergymen, to agree with his Lordship, * that works are

* the necessary evidence of the security of any man's

'election;' nay, the only proof imaginable of his elec-

tion. Indeed, nothing but works, indisputably " good
" before God," the " fruits of the Spirit," can evidence

our election of God.^ How strangely and unaccounta-

bly are our sentiments misunderstood; that the very

thing, on which we above all other tilings rest our plea,

should be supposed a conclusive argument against us!

P. ccix. 1. 19. 'St. Paid, &c.'TI After quoting the

' part of the scheme of mail's redemption. It pleased God to make use of

* Judas, as of other wicked men on other occasions, as instruments to fulfil

* his purpose, but they first made themselves fit ag'ents.'

• Matt. xxvi. 24. Mark xlv. 21. f ^"^"^^ xxii. 22-

% ' If the Calvinists say, tliat Judas was never in reality one of the elect, we
* may ask what proof they can bring' of any difference between liim and the

' other eleven apostles, except works? And to g-rant that tliis is tlie only dif-

' ference, is to grant that works are necessary evidence of the security of any

* man's election.'

§ 1 Thes. i. 3, 4.

% * St. Paul says to the Thessalonians, " We g'i^'e thanks to God always for

" you all, making mention of you in our prayers, remembering, without ceas-

" ing, your work of faith, and labour ot love, and patience of hope in our

" Lod Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; knowing, brethren

^' beloved, your election of God" 'this is addressed to all the Tliessalonians.
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apostle's words to the Thessalonians, which I should

otherwise have adduced, as explaining our sentiments

on the subject of the last remark, it is added; ' This is

* addressed to all the Thessalonians, the whole body of

* Christians at Thessalonica.' Would it not be obvious

from this to consider Thessalonica like London, or York;

in which the bulk of the inhabitants are professed chris-

tians? But was this really the case? The history of the

planting of a church, at Thessalonica, is comprised in

few verses;* from which a cursory reader would be apt

to conclude, that a very small number were converted.

Internal evidence, however, in this epistle, shows, that a

considerable church was collected: yet, I think, few will

deliberately aver that a twentieth part of the inhabitants

of that large city professed Christianity. It is also evi-

dent, that the* apostle was most completely satisfied, that

the professed christians there were almost all true be-

lievers, who showed their faith by their works. His

words, however, are restricted to those, concerning

whom, he "remembered their work of faith, &c;" from

which he inferred their " election of God;" and cannot

possibly be applied to any other persons, mingled among
them, as tares amidst the wheat; for these, not having

living faith, unfeigned love, and purifying hope, " were
*' not of them," though living among them. But the

apostle pursues the subject: *' For our gospel came not

" to you in word only, but in power, and in the Holy
*' Ghost, and in much assurance: as ye know what man-
". ner of men we were among you for your sake; and
" ye became followers" (or -imitators, pn^wnui) " of us,

' to the whole body of christians at Thessalonica; and the election heiv

' spoken of means the'ii- being called to the knowledge of tlie gospel; and
* their " work of faith, and labour of love, and patience oF hope," ' here com-
* mended, refer to the sinccritv and firmness ivith \X'ir!ch thev adhered to the

- christian profession
*

* Acts xvii. 1—

9
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5^* and of the Lord, having received the word of God in

*' much uiRiction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: so that

*' ye became ensamples to all that believe in Macedo-
" nia and Achaia."* From these proofs, the apostle

inferred their " election of God:'' and can these things

be found in any, except true christians? Do they agree

to the whole body of christians, so called, in the church

of England, or in any other modern church, or churches?

at least, where any, except communicants, (carefully ad-

mitted, and, acting inconsistently, impartially excluded,)

form a part of the church? Even there, it may be sup-

posed, that the most zealous friends of that system,

would hardly think their churches, equal to the church

at Thessalonica. In the next chapter, he says: " We
" thank God without ceasing, because w4ien ye received

" the word of truth, which ye heard of us; ye received

** it not, as the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the

*' word of God, which effectually worketh also in you
*' that believe.'*! Can this be said of the bulk of mo-

dern christian churches? But if indeed they adhered

with sincerity and firmness, to the christian profession,

they were certainly true christians; and their " eleciion

" of God, however explained, was thus demonstrated.
:j:

P. ccx. ]. 6. ' God, &c.'§ The apostle had predicted

• 1 Thes. i. 5—10. f ^ Thes. il. 13. t 2 Tl;es. ii. 10—14.

§ " God hath from the beginning' cliosen you to salvation, through sancti-

" fication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth; whereunto he called you by

" our gospel:" 'the sanctificatlon of the Spirit and belief of the truth, which

' were common to every true convert, are here denominated tlie " being

•' chosen to Salvation;" that is, the Thessaionians, by embracing Christianity,

were now enabled to obtain salvation; but that this salvation was not cer-

* tain, and infallible, is evident from the numerous exhortations and precepts

• contained in these epistles, and particulurly from the following earnest en-

* treaty: " Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by

•• the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of lis how ye ought to walk and to

" please God, so je would abound more and more:" ' a continual progress in

« obedience to the instructions which St. Paul had given to the Thessalo-

• nians, was therefore necessary on their part to secure their salvation.'
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the grand apostacy from true Christianity; and he then

spake of those " who received not the love of the truth,

" that they might be saved: and for this cause God shall

" send them strong delusion, that they should believe a

" lie; that they might all be damned, who believed not

" the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." He
then contrasts his beloved children with these perspns,

in the words quoted below; but he adds at the close,

*' to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus

'' Christ."* " Chosen from the beginning, through

" sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth."

These * were common to every true convert;' could be

predicted of none but true converts; and are here called

" being chosen unto salvation." Rather they are men-

tioned, as the intermediate predetermined steps, so to

speak, between election and final salvation, indispensa-

bly necessary to that event, and included in that election,

or purpose. ' That is, the Thessalonians, by embrac-

* ing Christianity, were enabled to obtain salvation.'

Any man, who hears the gospel, is enabled to obtain

salvation, except as human depravity constitutes a moral

inability. ' It is acknowledged, that man has not the

^ disposition, and consequently not the ability, to do
* what is good in the sight of God, till he is influenced

* by the Spirit of God.'f * But that this salvation was
* not certain and infallible, &c.' Let each clause be

well considered; and especially the concluding clause,

*' to the obtaining of the salvation of our Lord Jesus

" Christ:" and then, let every impartial man determine,

whether the apostle did not consider, the final salvation

of those, who were thus chosen and called, as efi*ectuall}

secured. Is there any thing in the passage like an elec-

tion of collective bodies, to external privileges? Would

'<> See on p. ?04, -205, Refutation. t Piige 61, Refutation..
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the apostle, if now living, use this decided language,

concerning the members of our national church; or of

any other church, in which each individual was not,

even in the judgment of charity, a genuine believer in

Christ, showing his faith by his works? Was any thing

like this spoken, concerning the nati6nal election of Is-

rael? I feel more concerned about this exposition, be-

cause it subverts all the determined rules, by which the

Scriptures can be soberly interpreted; and makes worc^f,

*' the words of the living God," to mean, whatever best

suits the expositor's system; than because it militates

against the doctrine of personal election, which I firmly

believe, but which many more spiritual and holy men,

cannot receive. By thus endeavouring to explain pas-

sages of Scripture, to support a favourite sentiment, in

a sense, which the obvious grammatical meaning will

not bear: we open a door to those, who wrest the Scrip-

tures, in the most awful manner, to the destruction of

themselves and others: and when this is done, by emi-

nent persons, no tongue can express the evils, which

may arise from it; though wholly undesigned by those,

who inadvertently gave the example. Let us, at least,

adhere to the plain grammatical construction, even of

those texts, which seem to militate against our own sen-

timents. The subject of exhortations has been repeat-

edly considered; and Calvinists in general find no diffi-

culty in using them, consistently with their principles,

whether those principles be well grounded or no. Es-

pecially, the exhortation to " abound more and more,"

is a favourite topick with many of us, even in respect

of those, concerning whose final salvation we have little

or no doubt: because, by " abounding more and more"

in every good work, christians may silence accusers,

conciliate prejudiced persons, win souls, glorify God,
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and do good to men; in a proportionable, and almost in-

calculable, degree.

P. ccx. last line. * St. Fauly Sec.'* The apostle wrote

the epistle, after his apprehensions had been fully re-

moved, when "Timothy had brought him good tid-

" ings of their faith and love."f Whatever made him

doubt of their faith must certainly make him doubt of

their election; which could only be known by ' the work
• of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope.'

' Their election' was not mentioned, as a proof of their

salvation being irreversibly decreed: but their holy

conduct was mentioned, as the evidence of their " election

" of God." If their works evidenced, that they were true

believers, they proved that "God had not appointed them
" to wrath; but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus

*' Christ. "J The grand matter was to prove their effec-

tual calling, which could only be done, by their holy

conduct; this showed their election, and that implied,

that their salvation was irreversibly decreed. Let it be

observed, that I only state what cur sentiments are,

without going out of my way, to establish them, ex-

cept as the texts commented on do this. My grand ob-

ject is not to proselyte men to Calvinism; but to exone-

rate Calvinists from a load of criminality, which they

* ' St. Paul was also under apprehension " lest by some means the tempter

" should have tempted them, and his labour be in vain;" which could not

' have been the case, if their election was a proof of their salvation being ir-

' reversibly decreed. It appears from the second Epistle to the Thessalo-

' nians, that some of them did " walk disorderly," and that St. Paul doubted

' whether they would obey his precepts, that is, whether they would be saved;

' and consequently the being from the beginning chosen by God to salvation,

' the sanctification of the Spirit, and the belief of the gospel, did not prevent

' disorderly behaviour, or necessarily cause obedience to the commands of

' an inspired apostle.'

1 1 Thes. iij. 5—7. ^ 1 Thes. v. 9.

VOL. I. 3d
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now bear, because their sentiments are misunderstood.

Some of the Thessalonians might walk disorderly; and,

if they persisted in disobeying the words of Christ by

^ his inspired apostle;' this would prove, that they were

hypocrites, and consequently had " not been chosen

** unto salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit and

" belief of the truth.'* " The sanctification of the

*' Spirit" is " unto obedience;" and must be wholly

inconsistent with wilful, deliberate, obstinate disobe-

dience.

P. ccxi. L 15. ' St. FaiiU &:c.'* The passage here

referred to,t has been repeatedly considered. Certainly

" the remnant according to the election of grace,"

means the body of Jewish christians; real christians,

excluding hypocrites, an elect remnant, from an elect

nation.

P. ccxii. 1. 1. ^^ As concerning^ &c."| Is it pos-

• St. Paul, in speaking- of the Jews, says, that as amidst the idolatry of

' former times there were 7000 men who did not bow the knee to the image

' of Baal, " even so at this present time also there is a remnant according ta

" the election of grace;" ' by which expression he means the body of the

• Jewish Christians, as appears from a following verse, " Israel hath not ob-

" tained that v/hicli he seeketh for, but the election hath obtained it, and the

" rest were blinded;" " the election" * therefore denotes those of the Jews
' who embraced the gospel, and " the rest" * are those who rejected it.'

f Rom. xi. 1

—

7.

^ " As concerning the gospel, tliey are enemies for your sakes: but, as

" touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers s;ikes:" ' the same
* persons, who in the latter clause of this passage are pronounced to be " be-

" loved as touching the election," ' are in the former clause pronounced to

' be " enemies as concerning the gospel:" ' and consequently election cannot

' mean election of individuals to salvation. Tliis is said of the unbelieving

' Jews, who were " beloved" ' as belonging to the cliosen people of God, and
'

" enemies,'' ' because they rejected the gospel. It is remarkable, that in tlie

' same chapter St. Paul speaks of the twofold election of the Jews: 'v\ the

' verse now under consideration he speaks of their election to be God's

'peculiar people under the Mosaick law, and in the passage just before

' quoted he speaks of their election under the gospel dispensation. The lat-

' ter he culls " tlie election of grace;" ' the former the election which makes
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iiible, that any reader can confound the >' remnant ac-

" cording to the election of grace," with the unbeliev-

ing nation of Israel, as elected to outward privileges?

The two companies are expressly distinguished, and

even contrasted. The election had obtained the bles-

sing, " the rest were blinded."*—Could 'the body of

' Jewish christians,' be meant by those, to whom " God
" had given the spirit of slumber, &c?" By those, who
*' as concerning the gospel are enemies for your sakes?"t

In what sense, were Jewish christians enemies to God,

for the sake of the Gentile converts? Nothing can possi-

bly be clearer, than that the personal election of that rem-

nant of Jews, who embraced the gospel, is carefully dis-

tinguished from the national election of the Jews, in

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel: and that the former is in-

compatible with rejecting the gospel, and continuing en-

emies to God, and the latter is not. Whatever con-

struction may be put on the term " election of grace;"

no man, who deliberately reads the chapter, can doubt,

but that the election of those who embraced thegospel,

and the election of those, who rejected and opposed it,

must bedistinct, in all respects. The interpretation of the

national election of Israel, as connected with the future ac-

complishment of many prophecies, is not the subject of

this publication: but it is, absolutely demonstrable, that the

remnant " of believing Jews, according to the election

" of grace," is totally different from the election of the

nation, for the sake of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. An
election within an election. And this is all, that the ar-

gument requires.—'Consequently election cannot mean,

* election of individuals to salvation.' Consequently,

* them still " beloved" ' nntwithstandiiig' their unbelief, " for the fathci-s'

" sakes," ' on account of their descent from Abraham, Isaac, and Jncob.'

* Rom. xi. 7—28. T ^om. xi. 28.
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election does 7iot always mean, ' election of individuals

* to salvation/ This the premises fairly prove, but no

more, and to this we have no objection ' This is said

* of the unbelieving Jews. Were then " the remnant

" according to the election of grace," to which the apos-

tle joined himself, ' unbelieving Jews?' If not, another

totally distinct election must be intended.— ' It is re-

* markable, that in the same chapter, St. Paul speaks

* of a two-fold election of the Jews.' Surely, not the

same election of the believing, and the unbelieving

Jews! This establishes our position of a iiatmial^ and a

personal election: the one to outward advantages, the

other to eternal salvation.

P. ccxii. I. 24. ' St. Paul, &c.'* This passage

from St. Paul, proves that God does not save his elect,

except by means and instruments; neither does he ac-

complish prophecies, or perform his promises, in any

other way. Yet " the Scripture cannot be broken;"

the promises shall infallibly be performed. " Heaven
" and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass

** away."t " His counsel shall stand, and he will do
*' all his pleasure."—" There shall be no loss of any

*' man's life among you." *' Except these abide in the

" ship, ye cannot be saved. "$ " Behold there came a

" prophet unto Ahab,—saying. Hast thou seen all this

*' great multitude? Behold I will deliver it into thy

" liand this day;—And Ahab said, By whom? And he

• ' St. Paul says to Timothy, " I enrUire all tilings for the elect's sake,

»' that tliey may also obtain tlie salvation which is in Ciirist Jesus, with

" eternal glory:" 'St. Paul tiierefore submitted to his sufferings and labours

' with a view of promoting and securing the salvation of llie elect, and coh-

* sequently he did not consider their salvation as certain, but as depcndnig

* upon the success of his exertions. This is perfectly consisteitt with th.;

* idea of the elect being christian converts in general, who might or might

« not be saved, but cannot be reconciled with the Galvinistick notion, that the

' elect are persons infallibly destined to salvation.' u

-j- Matt. xxiv. 35. t Acts xxvii. 22—25. 32.
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*' said, Thus saiththe Lord, Even by the young men
' of the princes of the provinces. Then he said, Who
*' shall order the battle? And he answered, Thou."*

The certainty of the event is inseparable from the use

of the appointed means: and he, who decreed the one,

as certainly decreed the other also. * They shall be

* saved, for I will send Paul to preach the gospel; I will

* bless his word; they shall repent, believe, love, obey, and
* persevere to the end.' The words of the apostle also

prove, that he did not expect to succeed to the salva-

tion of any except the elect: but, as he knew not who
these Avere; he proceeded in " his work and labour of

" love," without being influenced by that considera-

tion.— ' The salvation of the elect depended upon the

* success of his exertions:* but on whom did the suc-

cess of his exertions depend? " God hath from the be-

" ginning chosen you unto salvation, through sanctifica-

*' tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth; whereunto

" he called you by our gospel."t " Paul planted,

*' Apollos watered; but God gave the increase." *' And
" other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them
" also must I bring, and they shall hear my voice."|

The aposde was sent by the divine Saviour, to accom-

plish this purpose, in the conversion of those Gentiles,

which the Father had given unto him. " Be not afraid,

*' but speak and hold not thy peace;—for I have much
*' people in this city."§ Were these people of Christ,

already believers? Or were they those, vrho, having

l)een chosen in Christ, were to be " called according to

" his purpose," by the ministry of tile apostle? If by
* Christian converts in genera!,' all those are meant,

who ' called themselves christians,' and appeared to be

• 1 King's XX 1:1, 14. f 2 Thes. ii. 13, U. t John x. 16, 28, 29.

« Acta xviii 9, 10.
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such even to the apostle, they * might or might not be

' saved :
' for they might not all be true believers; and

might not belong to " the election who obtain" the

blessing: but how the passage is irreconcilable to the

notion, that the elect are persons infallibly destined to

salvation, does not appear; whether that notion be well

grounded or not.

P. ccxiii. 1. 11. The words, "for the elect's sake,"

in the Scripture here quoted,* are inapplicable to the

case of christians, of those times, which are spoken of.

The Jewish converts to Christianity were not exposed

to any peculiar dangers, by those calamities which be-

fel the nation; they separated from them, before the

desolations began, believing the word, and observing

the directions of their Lord; and they were generally

exempted from them. But had not those days of tri-

bulation been shortened, the nation must soon have

been extirpated. Yet as God had purposed to bring

forth an elect people from among the Jews, in after ages,

he was pleased to shorten those days, and to preserve a

remnant, who continue a separate people, to this day,

but who shall at length be *' grafted into their own olive

*' tree."—" Thus saith the Lord: As the new wine is

" in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not, for a

" blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sake,

*' that I may not destroy them all. And I will bring

'' forth a seed out of Jacob; and out of Judah an in-

" heritor of my holy mountain; and mine elect shall in-

" herit it, and my servants shall dwell there."! The

extirpation of the Jews would not have hindered the

eternal salvation of one true christian, any more than that

of one person who was chosen to salvation; and there-

fore to interpret the words of either of them must be

• Matt. x\lv. 21, 22. f Is. Ixv. S, 9. See nlso Is. vi. L3.
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Wrong. But in the nation of Israel, even when reject-

ed, and most dreadfully punished, for crucifying Christ,

persecuting his church, and opposing the gospel,* there

was an elect seed. Millions, I speak with confidence,

many millions, of that scattered race, will yet become

true christians, and blessings to the world at large.

Upon what other interpretation of the passage, could the

preservation of a remnant, of the unbelieving Jews,

from death, be " for the elect's sake, whom he hatli

*' chosen?"!

P. ccxiii. 1. Note. * It appears, &c,'+ This note

seems very well founded: but how can it agree with the

elect, here signifying christians? For the calamities

which befel the Jews, not the persecutions to which

Christians were exposed, were evidently meant: indeed

this is allowed in The Refutation. The preserving of a

remnant of Jews, was a distinct thing from the temporal

preservation of Christians.

P. ccxiii. 2d Note. ' The words, 8.cc.'§ The words,

*' the elect," in this verse must mean either true chris-

tians, or those chosen to salvation: for the context re-

lates not to those who destroyed men's lives, but to

those who seduced and deceived them with false doc-

trines, and lying pretences and miracles. St. Paul

doubted whether all his exertion would enable him to

* 1 Thes. ii. 15, 16. f -"^a^'^- X"i- 20.

i ' It appears from the context, that the word " saved" ' does not here

' relate to eternal salvation, but to preservation in this world.'

§ ' The words of the orig-inal, « (TuvaTov, Matt. xxiv. 24, do not imply phy-

' sical impossibility, bat only a great degree of difficulty: thus St. Paul

" hasted, if it were possible for him, u Suvulov m ctulm, .to be at Jerusalem

*' the day of Pentecost," Acts 20. v. 16.— ' the thing itself was possible, but It

* required exertion, and St. Paul did all he could to accomplish it. In like

* manner It was possible for the elect to be deceived, and it was here pre-

* dieted by our Saviour, that the false prophets would do all they could to

' effect it, " to bewitch those, that they should not obey the truth, before

" whose eyes Jesus Christ had been evidently set forth."
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reach Jerusalem before Pentecost. The thing itseU' vvas

possible, if winds and waves, or pirates, &:c. did not

prevent it. He must do his best; but a storm or a ship-

wreck, might defeat his purpose. It was also possible,

for the elect to be deceived; nay, they would he de-

ceived, if God did not prevent it. But the words of

our Lord, show, (as we think,) that God had engaged,

to prevent it; and therefore it was not possible for the

seducers, to deceive the very elect; as if God had en-

gaged to give the apostle a safe and speedy voyage and

journey to Jerusalem. "With all deceivableness of

" unrighteousness in them that perish, because they re-

*' ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be

*' saved.—Who believed not the truth, but had plea-

" sure in unrighteousness."* It was possible and easy

to deceive persons of this character: but not those, who

had " received the love of the truth, that they might be

** saved;" who believed the truth, who hated sin, and

loved righteousness; because God would preserve them

from fiital delusion.

P. ccxiv. 1. 18. ' Immediatdij, &c.'t *' The elect"$

most obviously denotes those, who were previously

choseiiy and, in consequence, were called by the preach-

ino- of the gospel. In what other sense, could they be

" his elect," before they were actually gathered into

the church?—" He should gather together in one, the

<' children of God that were scattered abroad"^ That

is, those whom he had predestinated to the adoption

*' of children by Jesus Christ unto himself, according

• 2 Thcs. li. 9—14.

I 'Immediately after the destruction of Jerusalem he will send his mc:?-

« sengers or ministers into every quarter of the world to preach his religion,

who will gather into one holy Cntholirk Church all who shall embrace and

« sincerely believe it.'

± Matt. xxiv. 28—31. § John xi, 52-
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" to the good pleasure of his will."* ' They who be

* endued with so excellent a benefit of God, be called

* according to God's purpose, by his Spirit working in

* due season.'! So that ' there is firm ground for con-

* sidering the elect, here spoken of, as persons selected

' by an irreversible decree of God for salvation in the

' life to come:' and it has been repeatedly shown, that

* such an idea is perfectly reconcilable with the cau-

* lions, which our Saviour gave his disciples on this oc-

* casion;' for he who purposes the end, appoints also

the means by which it shall be attained: and his precept,

not his decree, is the rule of our duty.

P. ccxvi. 1. 12. ' A^ot the^ &c.'J No other intima-

tion of the decree of God is here given; imless the

words, "the elect of God, holy and beloved,"^ imply

the source of the special character and blessedness of

the christians at Colosse. But ' their salvation is not

* spoken of, as depending on themselves,* at least in this

passage. In the other text, which is quoted,ir it is in-

deed inseparably connected with their " continuance in

•' the faith:" for none except those, who " endure to the

** eftd, shall be saved." The only question is. Whether

we ought to depend on ourselves, on our own hearts and

resolutions, or on the promises, faithfulness, and grace

of God, in respect of this *' continuance in the faith,"

this " patient continuance in well doing," to the end of

life. Self-dependence is not inculcated in Scripture,

but directly the contrary.
||

*' The heart is deceitful

* Eph. i. 5. See also John x. 16. Acts xviii. 10. 2 Thes. ii. 13, 14,

f Art. xvii.

t • Not the slightest intimation is given of any decree of God by whicli

' their salvation was made certain; but, on the contrary, their salvation is re-

* presented as depending upon themselves, upon their •' continuing in the

•< faith, grounded and settled, and not moved away from the hope of the gfS^

" pel."

§ Col. iii. 1 1, 12. If Col. i. 23. || Prov. iii. 5. xxviii. 26.

VOL. I. 3 E <-
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** above all things:" how can we then depend on hi'

" Who are kept by the power of God, through faith,

" unto salvation. "*^ * O Lord God, who seest that we
' put no trust in any thing that we do, &c.'t They,
*' who do not continue in the faith," resemble the hear-

ers represented by the seed sown on stony ground, who
*' had no root in themselves;" not those, " who, receiv-

" ing the word in an honest and good heart, keep it, and
*' bring forth fruit with patience. "J

P. ccxvii. It is readily allov/ed, that the election,

spoken of in the passage to which this page refers;^

does not relate to a future life, but to the * election of

* the descendants of Jacob to be God's peculiar people,

' in preference to the descendants of Esau.' The cha-

racter of Esau, is marked with sufficient disapprobation

in Scripture; but concerning his final doom we know
nothing: nor is it implied in the words, '* Esau have I

'^' hated;" as might easily be shown, if that were our

subject. But does not the apostle adduce this instance,

as a?i illiistratmi of another election^ concerning which

he w^as treating? Certainly the illustration, and the sub-

ject illustrated, cannot both be precisely the same. Now
the subject to be illustrated was this: " They are not all

^' Israel, which are of Israel." There was then an Is-

rael within an Israel: one elected to outward advantages,

another elected to eternal life. A race chosen collec-

tively; and from among them, a remnant of this race

chosen personally. The illustration is taken, from the

Lord's not choosing all the posterity of Abraham and

Isaac: but, passing by the descendants of Ishmael and

Esau, confining the promised blessing to the posterity

of Jacob. In the case of Isaac, Abraham's only son by

* 1 Pet. i. 5. f Ool. for Sexageijima Sunday, tLukeviii. 4—Is.

§ Rom. ix. 10—1.1.
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^arah, and the child of promise, as distinguished from

his descendants by a bondwoman, the illustration was

not so clear: but Esau and Jacob, twin brothers of one

mother; one chosen, the other passed by; one "loved,

" the other hated;" the elder rejected, and the younger

preferred; before either of them was bornj or had done

good or evil; was full to the point: and in fact lies open

to all those specious, yet groundless, objections, which

are made to personal election. It was " that the pur-

" pose of God concerning election might stand, not of

" works, but of him that calleth."

P. ccxvii. 1. 18. ^ The word, ^Q..* The words r^-

probate, and reprobation are never used in Scripture, in

the sense, which many Calvinists have put upon them.

This is, I believe, the general opinion of modern Cal-

vinists. At least I can have no objection to the critical

observations on this subject, contained in the following

pages. * Indeed the whole mass of them,' (the Jews,)

* was proved to be refuse metal, and not silver, as it

' once appeared to be.'— ' In this way, he,' (St. Paul,)

' sought and possessed the assurance, that he should

* not, after having preached to others, (like the heralds

* who called the combatants to the conflict,) be himself

' rejected, as having no title to the incorruptible crown.'

' In righteous judgment, God *' gave them up to a re-

" probate mind," ' that they should foolishly and per-

* versely prefer the most shameful and perniciotis prac-

' tices, to those which are decent, honourable, and be-

' coming rational creatures.'— ' These false teachers

' withstood the truth, by deceiving men with a false gos-

* pel, and various lying pretences: being corrupt and

' depraved in their minds, alienated from the faith of

• * The word reprobate, or reprobation, as used by Calvin, refers to a sup-

* posed decree of God; but we shall find it used in a very differpnt sense,

' both in the Old and Xcw Testanr^nt,'
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* Christ, and rejected by God as hypocrites or apos-

* tates.'
—

* Their conduct proved them to be abomina-

* ble and disobedient, and to every good work rejected

' by God, and given up to judicial blindness.'*

—

Repro-

bates. ' Thus the apostle calls, in this place, not those,

' who are not divinely elected to eternal life; (for they

* who still continue in their sins, not being yet effectu-

* ally called, are not directly to be considered as " ves-

" sels of wrath," ' nor those who after their calling fall

* into grievous sins,) but such as at present are not ap-

* proved.'' (Bcza.)—'It does not appear to me, that

' either the original word, or our English word repro-

' bates, is ever used in Scripture, as the opposite to elect;

* and as to reprobation^ it is, I apprehend, a scriptural

* idea
J
(for they who are not chosen^ must be rejected^)

* but not a scriptural xvord in any sense/ (Indeed no

Greek word answering to it, is found in the common

Lexicons.)— ' Not that he,' (St. Paul and his friends)

' should appear approved^ by the submission of all par-

* ties to his authority: but that they might do what was

*- right, and becoming them; though it should occasion

* him to be disapproved ^nd censured. 'f

P. ccxxv. ' // appears y hc^X •'"^^ words repro-

bateSi reprobation, &c. it is allowed, are not used in the

sense, which some Calvinists have affixed to them: but

the same concession cannot be made in respect of the

word election, or elect. The Calvinistick doctrines,

however, receive no support from the texts, which his

Lordship had been considering; nor do they need it.

• Notes on Jer. vi. 27— .'50. 1 Cor. ix. 27. Rom. i. 28, 2 Tim. iii. 8. Tit

i. 16. ill Family Bible, by the Author of these Remarks,

f Notes in Family Bible on 2 Cor. xiii. 6— 10.

t
' It appears then that the Calvinistick doctrines of election and reproba-

* tion can receive no countenance from the passages of Scripture, in which

* these words occur, since they are used in senses very different from those,

' which the advocates for absolute decrees suffix to them.'
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Having given this opinion, in respect of the words in

question; it would be unmanly, should I shrink from an

avowal of my sentiments on this subject. The idea of

rejection must be excited in the mind with that of elec-

tion y however understood. If any were " chosen in

" Christ before the foundation of the world, that they

'* should be holy. Sec;" all who were not thus chosen,

were passed by. It was the will of God to leave them

in the state, into which it was foreseen they would be

reduced by sin; and to all the consequences of their

guilt and depravity. In this state, if salvation be altoge-

ther of gracey all men might most justly have been left.

No wrong will ever be done to any one: God will not

punish any man, who does not deserve it, nor more than

he deserves; as he could not possibly decree to do that,

which it is infallibly certain he never will do. The
question therefore is, whether God, consistently with

justice, can leave any part of the human race finally to

perish in their sins: for it could not be unjust, pre-

viously to decree that which, when actually accom-

plished, is undeniably just. If mercy w^re a deht^

which God owed to his rebellious creatures; it would

lose its very nature: and, if not a debt, they who obtain

mercy are under immense obligations; but no injury is

done to others. And, if salvation itself be unmerited

mercy, mercy contrary to our deservings, every thing-

relating to it must also be mercy. The gift of the Sa-*

viour, the * means of grace,' the life-giving Spirit, the

willing mind, as produced by special preventing grace:

all, or any of these may be withheld, in perfect consis-

tency with justice; and where they are granted, men are

laid under additional obligation, to " the God of ail

*' grace." This *' grace hath abounded towards us in

*' all wisdom and prudence."—What he may justly

withhold at the time, that he might justly decree- from
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the beginning to withhold. The whole is

" according to the purpose of him, who worketh all

" things, according to the counsel of his own will."*"

But that is the will of infinite wisdom, justice^ truth,

and love; which always willeth what is most proper, and

for the most satisfactory reasons; though he does not

deign to inform us of them. At the same time, his se-

cret purpose is perfectly consistent with his revealed

will: being unknown to us, except by accomplishment,

it is neither the rule, nor the motive, of our conduct:

and, however we interpret the preceding words of Our

Lord, " All that the Father giveth me shall come to

" me;" the subsequent assurance, " and him that

" cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out;t" may

most confidently be depended on. " Heaven and earth

" shall pass away, but his words shall not pass away. "J

P. ccxxvi. 1. 1. ' The Jews, &:c.'§ The whole

body of professed christians are never, throughout the

New Testament, called *' the elect people of God," in

a national capacity, independent of personal character,

as Israel of old was. The terms to this effect, when

used concerning christians, as it has been shown, are al-

ways connected with those " things, which accompany
*' salvation;" or with some words, which fix the mean-

ing to true believers exclusively. The case is the same,

in our liturgy and authoritative books. * God the Holy

• Eph. i. 11. f John. vi. 37. t Malt. xxiv. 35.

§ ' The .lews fir.st, and tlie Christians afterwards, were the elect people

* of God. God gave the law to the Jews by the hands of Moses, and tlie gos-

* pel to the Christians by his own blessed Son Jesus Christ, as the rule of

' their respective lives. God was pleased, both by the law and by the gos-

' pel, to enter into covenant with his chosen people the Jews and Christians;

' to promise reward to the obedient, and to threaten punishment to the diso-

* bedient. But neither in the law, nor in tlic gospel, does he promise certain

' and infallible salvation, or tiireaien absolute and inevitable perdition, to any

' number, or to any description, of persons, except as they shall or sliall not

' comply with the expressed conditions,'
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* Ghost, who sanctifieth me, and all the elect people of

' God.' Mark the variation of language: ' God the Son,

* who hatli redeemed me and all mankind.'*— ' God the

* Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth me, and all the elect peo-
'' pie of God.' The former is spoken of ^s general, tlie

latter as special. But are all professed christians, through

populous nations, sanctified by the Holy Ghost? If not,

how can it be supposed, that they are here called the elect

people of God? Have mercy * on all Jews, Turks, infi-

' dels, and hereticks; and take away from them all ig-

^ norance, hardness of heart, and contempt of thy word;
^ and so fetch them home, blessed Lord, to thy flock,

* that they may be saved among the remnant of the true

' Israel.'! This " remnant of the true Israel," is " the

*' elect people of God," among professed christians;

even " a remnant according to the election of grace."

—

-

* That this child may receive the fulness of thy grace,

*' and ever remain in the number of thy faithful and
* elect children. 'I Here elect is joined with * fulness

* of grace,' with being ' faithful,' or believing; and with

being * the children of God.' And surely more is meant,

than continuance in the outward profession of Chris-

tianity!

The nature of the primitive churches, and their great

dissimilarity to the state of things among professed

christians, at present, has been repeatedly noticed: and

surely no one, after serious consideration, can think, that

the apostles would, if now living on earth, address the

whole body of nominal christians, belonging to our es-

tablished church, as saints, as "holy brethren;" as

" chosen in Christ, that they should be holy, and with-

*' out blame before him in love;" as " holy and beloved!

"

Much less then w'ould he so address the aggregate mul=

» church Catechism, f Third Col. for Good Friday. + Bnptism of Infants.
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titucle, belonging to the Greek church, or the church of

Rome, in this language. Yet the argument equally in-

cludes all, who are called christians.—The word ' des-

' cription,* is ambiguous; if it mean any thing except

charactery the proposition may be maintained; but both

promises and threatenings are made to men, as bearing

certain characters, and not independent of those cha-

racters. The condition of the law is perfect obe-

dience; and " Cursed is every one, who continueth

" not in all things written in the book of the law to do

*' them." The gospel requires " faith which worketh

** by love," and which is accompanied by repentance,

and manifested by habitual unreserved obedience.

These things form the character, or the * description*

ofmen, to whom the promises are made, which promises

certainly and infallibly ensure salvation to those, who

are interested in them. But as the wicked may turn

from his wickedness and escape the threatened punish-

ment, which yet will be certainly and infalliby inflicted

on those who die in their sins: so, on the other hand,

the only question is, whether they who repent, believe

in Christ, love God, and man, and are partakers of the

Spirit of sanctification 3 do ever turn finally from their

righteousness, and come short of the blessings, which

are secured to those who love God.

All the hope and salvation of the Israelites was de-

rived, properly speaking, from the gospel; of which

their ceremonies were types, or prefigurative sacra-

ments: and the holy moral law is established by the gos-

pel, and is as obligatory on christians, as it ever was on

Israelites. The national covenant, with Israel, indeed

is not made with christians as a collective body, and the

Mosaick dispensation is changed for the christian: but

true religion is, for substance the same, as it was from

the first promise of a Saviour; and the case of nations
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professing Christianity very much resembles that of

Israel as a nation. But " the true Israel," always was
" a remnant according to the election of grace."

P. ccxxvi. Note. ' The very^ &c.'* The covenant

made with Noah and his posterity, that God would no

more destroy mankind whh a deluge, could not imply

any co?iditions: if it did, what were these conditions?!

Yet God has expressly said, that the covenant made

with the true church, is " like the waters of Noah unto

'* him." " This is as the waters of Noah unto me; for

*' as I have sworn, that the waters of Noah shall no

" more go over the earth; so have I sworn, that I would
*' not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the

" mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed: but

" my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall

" the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the

" Lord that hath mercy on thee.":j: What were the

conditions, expressed or implied, in the covenant here

spoken of, and in the other texts referred to? In these

and other Scriptures, those things, which are generally

called conditions required of us, are expressly promised,

as the gift and work of God, and engaged for in the

covenant itself. Now, if this may be interpreted, that

the covenant implies conditions; the same rule of inter-

pretation will make the language of Calvinists, on the

everlasting covenant, to imply conditions also, and ex-

actly in the same sense: for we do not hold, that God
will save any by the decree of election, in whose heart

• ' The very idea of covenant is inconsistent with the Citlvinistick system.

* Covenant implies conditions; absohite decrees reject all conditions. A cove-

' iiant says, you shall have such or such a reward, if you act in the manner
' stipulated; absolute decrees say, that it is irreversibly determined bj' the

' ai'bitrary will of God, that you shall or shall not be saved, without any res-

' pect to your conduct.'

'
I Gen. ix. 9— 17. + Ts. liv. 9, 10. See also Jer. ssxi. 31—34. ijixi'.

37—41. Ez. xvi. 60—63. Heb. viii. 8—12.
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he does not by his sanctifying Spirit, write his holy law

and renew his holy image; or any, (except infants,) who

are not brought to repent^ to believe in Christ, and to

love God and man. In one view, these form a part of

salvation, the gifts of special grace: in another view they

are our bounden duty, whicli* through grace we endea-

vour to perform.—It would throw much light on the

subject, if his Lordship would quote, from some mo-

dern Calvinists, any passage in which absolute decrees are

considered as saying, ' It is irreversibly determined by

* the arbitrary will of God, that you shall, or shall not,

' be saved, without any respect to your conduct' When
this is done, I will cordially join in reprobating the doc-

trine. The divine prescience beholds us all as sinners,

justly deserving condemnation: and the decree to leave

any to themselves, and their own wicked inclinations, to

fill up the measure of their crimes, cannot be, without

respect to their conduct; nor (if indeed it be, as no doubt

it is, just and wise,) can it be arbitrary » The decree

which " chooses some to salvation, through sanctification

*' of the Spirit, and belief ofthe truth," isindeed notmade

for our foreseen works; for none could be foreseen but

evil works, except '^s the " fruits of the Spirit," given

to us, according to this decree: our renewal to holiness

and fruitfulness in good works, is one grand object of

the decree; it is efiectually provided for in the covenant;

and only by giving diligence, and abounding, in

them, can we " make our calling and election sure."

How then can this be, * without any respect to our con-

* duct?'

P. ccxxvii. 1. 6. * The Lord, &c. '* This text is,

upon the whole, properly explained by his Lordship. A
Calvinist, who was eager to establish his principles,

• Trov, xvi. 4.
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might show, even on that interpretation, that it greatly

favours his system: but we have abundance of more de-

cisive evidence to adduce, and may therefore let this

pass, without further notice.

P. ccxxvii. 1. 25. God, " willing to show his wrath,

" and to make his power known, endured with much
*' long suffering the vessels of wrath fitted for destruc-

" tion." This text thus introduced, without exposi-

tion or remark, is, with the context, considered by the

Calvinists,* as of peculiar importance in the argument.

The apostle mentions *' the vessels of wrath fitted for
*' destruction;'''' and " the vessels of mercy, whom he

" had ajoreprepared unto glory. ''^ The former are fit-

tedfor destruction, in themselves, as * born in sin and

* children of wrath,' without any further preparation;

the latter God " hath afore; prepared unto glory,'*

These also were *' children 6f wrath even as others:"

but " God, who is rich in mercy, of his great love

*• wherewith he loved them, even when dead in sin,

" hath made them alive together with Christ: by grace

** are they saved." They too were *' vessels of wrath

** fitted for destruction;*' and had not God of his rich

mercy, " raised them frbm the death of sin to the life

" of righteousness, and by a new creation, prepared

" them for glory;" they must still have remained

" vessels of wrath fitted for destruction." And how
were they thus " afore prepared?" May we not an-

swer, ' by regeneration;'' and " sanctification of the

" Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of

" Jesus Christ?" And why were they prepared rather

than others?—" God hath mercy, on whom he will have

" mercy." *' He worketh all things according to the

*' counsel of his own will."t " He giveth not account

* Rom. ix. 14—24. f Job. xxxiij, IS-Eph i. 11-
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" of any of his matters." Whatever others may think,

we intreat that a humble christian, may be permitted to

give the whole glory of his conversion to the free un-

merited mercy and grace of God, who has made him

to differ as much from his former self, as from the world

around him, " which lieth in wickedness." Permit him

to say, *' Among whom I also had my conversation in

*' times past;" no better by nature, ' no better in prac-

* tice. How then is it that I now repent, hate sin, long

' for holiness, count all but lost for the excellency of

' the knowledge of Christ; feel constrained by love

* to live to his glory, and to devote myself to his ser-

' vice
J
in " doing good to all men, but especially to the

*' household of faith?" Permit such an one to say:

* Not to me, but to thy name be the glory," of con-

verting " a vessel of wrath fitted for destruction," into^

a " vessel of mercy, prepared afore unto glory." This

will certainly be the language of the redeemed in hea-

ven; why should they not be allowed to use it, without

censure, while here on earth? Others, (we would say,)

if they can deliberately do it, may ascribe to themsielves

any favourable difference (real or supposed,) between

them, and their fellow-sinners: but permit us, to give

God allthe glory, of making us to differ from the vilest of

ouf fallen race. I know, that here, lam on strong ground:

I know, that thousands, who tremble at the divine de-

crees, or reason against them, (in great measure, be-

cause, they dare not approach near enough to give the

subject a fair investigation;) feel unable, in defiance of

their system, to join against the Calvinists, in what has

now been stated. The history of their own lives, and

their acquaintance with their own hearts, compel them

to make this conclusion in their own case, though they

arp-ue against it, in respect of others, or as a general
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subject. They feel, they could not be properly humble

and thankful, without thinking ofthemselves in this man-

ner, and speaking in this language. On their bended

knees, in their most religious hours, they praise and

bless God, for his rich mercy, and special grace, in the

language of Calvinists, and with the very feeling of the

most humble and spiritual among them. This might

lead to the adoption of our sentiments; except that they

contemplate their dear relatives and friends, and indeed

their fellow creatures at large, in connexion with this

subject, and with an inadequate recollection of the in-

finite wisdom, justice, and mercy of God; till their hearts,

being filled with anguish at the reflection, they turn

away from it with horror; and, because, though they are

conscious, in their own case, that, while they ascribe

all the glory to God, and his special grace, they are

more and more stimulated to live to his glory; they can-

not be convinced, that this is the general tendency of

the doctrine, rightly understood; and its invariable effect

when truly believed. Indeed this humble, thankful as-

cription of all the glory to God, is the grand excellence

of our principles; and, as to the rest, I should be little

disposed to dispute on the subject, were not many ready,

to make qjiother and a contrary use of anti-calvinistick

doctrines.

P. ccxxviii. 1. 14. ' There are, &;c'* I suppose

* • There are many passages In the gospels similar to this,! and we are not

< to understand by them, that the events took place merely for the purpose

« that the sayings of the anliejit prophets might be fulfilled; or that God, by

« hardening the hearts, and finding the understanding of the Jews, m*de it

' impossible for them to believe. God foresaw that a very large proportion

' of the Jews would reject the gospel; and he was pleased to foretel this

* among other events relative to the advent and ministry of Christ. It was

• designed tliat the fulfilment of these various predictions should form a part

' of the evidence of the divine authority of the gospel. What the prophets

' had predicted, was certain to come to pass; but this certainty by no means

t John xii. 37—40.
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that ao mail, since the beginning of the world, ever

thought, that the certainty of the predictions ' caused

* the events to be the decrees of God. ' But the certain-

ty that the predictions would be fulfilled, arose from

this, that they were the decrees of God. He not only

foresaw them, but decreed them, and revealed them as

decreed; and therefore they could not but be accom-

plished.. ' The events did not take place, merely for

* the purpose that the sayings of the ancient prophets

might be fulfilled:' but they were the sayings of the an-

cient prophets; because they were the determination of

him, " who worketh all things according to the counsel

" of his own will." The persons concerned, did not fulfil

them, as intending to accomplish the purpose of God, of

which they knew and thought nothing; but to gratify

their own selfish passions: and the decree of God to

leave them to be thus blinded and hardened, created no

other impossibility to their believing, but that which

arose from determined depravity and enmity to God.

Indeed the conclusion of the quotation gives nearly the

same view of the subject.

P. ccxxix. 1. 7. ' The prescience, &c.'* The pre-

science of God is perfectly distinct from his com-

mandments, which exclusively are the rule of our con-

duct. But surely, his prescience cannot be distinct

from his providential will! That is, He cannot foresee

one thing, and providentially eifect another thing. What-

ever may be thought of decrees^ God, undoubtedly ac-

complishes by his providence, what he foresaw would

' caused the events to be the decrees of" God. They did not happen because

* they were foretold, but they were, for the wisest purpose, foretold, because

' it was foreseen they would Iiappen*

• •The prescience of God is to be considered as perfectly distinct from his

' will. He foresees all the actions of men, both those which are conformable,

' and those which are contrary, to his will; but this prescience of God does

' not affect tbe free agency of man.^
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c;oine to pass: for how could he foresee any event,

which never would take place?

P. ccxxix. Note, from Bp. Bramhall, 1. 5, from bot-

tom. * God didy Sec.'* * Judas was not necessitated

* to betray Christ:' that is, he was not forced, but acted

voluntarily: yet how could God foreknow, that Judas

would betray Christ, unless it were certainly to take

place? Could he foreknow, and foretel, as infallibly cer-

tain, (" and the Scripture camiot be broken,") an event

which might or might not take place? Could the cer-

tain foreknowledge and prediction of God, (to say noth-

ing of his purpose and decree,) be frustrated? If Judas,

had understood the prediction; he might, as Herod did,

in almost similar circumstances,! have deliberately set

himself to defeat it: yet even then compulsion would

not have been necessary; for God has many methods of

accomplishing his purposes, without interfering with

man's free agency. " The Son of man goethas it was
" determined: but woe to that man by whom the Son
'* of man is betrayed! "J It was determined; it could

not be otherwise; yet this did not interfere with Judas's

free agency; nor excuse his guilt, nor lessen his punish-

ment. Surely it is a vain speculation, to reason about

what might possibly have been done, if Judas had set

Iiimself resolutely against betraying Christ; when God
had predicted that he would betray him, and had deter-

mined the event; and when Judas, being left to himself,

and his own covetousness, and to Satan's temptations,

was sure to betray Christ,and actually did betray him.

" Thus it was written and thus it must be." No
doubt *' his mouth is stopped," and he is "silent in

* ' God did know that Judas should betray Christ; but Judas was not ne-

' cessitated to be a traitor by God's knowledge. If Judas had not betrayed
' Christ, then God had not foreknown that Judas should betray him.'

t Matt. ii. 1—18. t Luke xxii. 22.
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** darkness."—The illustration of a watchman's con-

jectural predictions, as put upon a par with the infallible

prescience and predictions of God, is not so much le-

velled against Clvinism, as against the divine Om-
niscience; and is suited to reduce the divine foreknow-

ledge to a mere probable conjecture: and such an argu-

ment neither needs, nor deserves, an answer.

P. ccxxix. 1. 12. ' Freedom^ fee.'* This passage

coincides with the views of Calvinists in general. The

Xtrvci, free-agency^ would indeed gnenerally be preferred

by them, to ^freedom of will^^ as less liable to miscon-

struction: but they mean entirely the same thing.

P. ccxxxi. 1. 10. ' The Jews, &c.'t The divine

decree, not being known to the Jews, or thought of by

them, was in no measure the motive of their conduct;

but they were kept from believing * by their own preju-

* dices and lusts. ' Neither did the divine decree com-

pel them to act as they did, or render them unable to

* 'Freedom of will and liberty of action are the essential qualities of men,

' as moral responsible beings; but to foresee how every individual of the hu-

' man race will, upon every occasion, determine and act, is the incomprehen-

* sible attribute of the Deity, That such an attribute does belong to God,

* is placed beyond all doubt by the accurate accomplishment of numerous

' prophecies; and the free-agency of man is proclaimed in every page of

' Scripture, and confirmed by the experience of every moment. These sub-

' lime and impert;mt truths are to be treated as fundamental and incontro-

* vertjble principles; and no interpretation of Scripture is to be admitted in

' contradiction to them.'

f The Jews "could not believe" because of their own prejudices and

' lusts, and not because it was so decreed; for a decree of this kind would not

* only have been inconsistent with their free-agency, but irreconcilable also

* with many passages of Scripture, and particularly with our Saviour's ex-

' liortations recorded in the same chapter, " Walk while ye have the light, -

" lest darkness come upon you: while ye have light, believe in the light,

' that ye may l>e the children of light. "4: ' There was therefore no divine de-

' cree, which prevented the Jews from walking according to the doctrine of

* Christ, and embracing iiis religion, s:nce we cannot suppose that our Sa-

* rlour would call upon the Jews to do that which God had made impossible.'

t John xii. 35, 36.
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believe. They were not destitute of natural ability;

their moral inability was foreseen, as the effect of their

depraved hearts; and God only decreed to " give them
" up to their own hearts' lust, and they walked in their

'* own counsels."* He knew what the effect of his

thus leaving them would be; and having decreed^ he

also predicted^ it. The divine decree and prediction

did not * prevent the Jews from walking according to

* the doctrine of Christ, and embracing his religion:'

but it showed his righteous determination, not to give

them that disposition, of which they were wholly

destitute, * and consequently they had not the ability

* to do what in the sight of God was good, 'f Thus
it became impossible, that they should obey the call

of the gospel, *' for the Scripture cannot be broken."

Yet this decree was not in any respect * inconsistent

* with their free-agency, or with our Saviour's ex-

* hortations.' He showed the people in general their

duty and interest, and exhorted them to attend to them;

but he knew, (whether it were decreed or no,) that

many of them would refuse to comply with his coun-

sel: yet nothing but pride, prejudice, and worldly af-

fections prevented their compliance. In reality, the

certain foreknowledge of God, and every express pro-

phecy may, exactly on the same ground, be said to be

inconsistent with commands and exhortations, and with

man's free-agency: for if the event, foreknown and

foretold, cannot fail to take place; it is morally impt)ssi-

ble, that any creature should act so, as to defeat it. The
exhortations were addressed to the people in general,

and many individuals complied with them; though a

greater number did not. There was among them
" a remnant according to the election of grace." Thi>

* Ps. Isxxl. 1? f Page 61, Refutation.

VOLc I. 3 C
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*' election obtained it,'* (the bles^ng,) " and the rest

" were blinded.'** In like manner, before the Baby-

lonish captivity, after that event had been most decided-

ly and repeatedly predicted, the prophets used similar

exhortations: not that compliance with these exhorta-

tions was expected from the nation at large; so as to

falsify the express predictions given; but that indivi-

duals, repenting and turning unto God, might escape

!&nal ruin, and be, even in the captivity, a holy seed, and

the progenitors of a holy race, to whom God would af-

terwards return in mercy.

P. ccxxxii. 1. 6. ' Here^-^ &c.'|: No doubt the

Jews wilfully ' closed their own eyes;' and so do all

others, who perish in their sins. The question is,

Whether all others would not do the same, if left to

themselves, without the special grace of God; and

whether God might not Justly so leave them. God is

not, and cannot be, the Author of sin: and if any speak

of God, in language implying this, he is a blasphemer.

I feel not the least repugnancy at associating, in other

respects, with many decided, yet meek and humble Ar-

minians, (as to the doctrine of divine decrees,) but a

man called a Calvinist, and maintaining that God is, in

any sense, the Author of sin, I regard as Judas, and

would have no communion with him. I say, meek and

humble Arminians: for such as are eager and fierce*

often run into as direct blasphemy, in another way.

But may not the Judge of all the earth, when a

rebellious creature, from enmity against him, and love

of that which God abhors, has ' closed his own eyes,'

• Rom. xi. 5—10.

I
• Here it is expressly saU, that they closed their own eyes; and in other

' places we find their unheliefand rejection of the gospel attributed to tbeii'

' own obstinacy and wickedness.'

.it Matt. xiii. 14, 15.
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ati'd hardened his own heart; and deliberately preferred

the delusions of the devil to " the truth as it is in

" Jesus:" may not God say to such a man, * Take
* thy own choice: Be blinded and hardened?' May he

hot permit Satan and his agents to " practise and
" prosper,'* and thus " send the man a strong delusion

" that he should believe a lie?"* May he not, as in

the case of Ahab, when the evil spirit said, " I Avill go
" forth, and I will be a lying spirit, in the mouth of all

*' his prophets;" may he not, grant him permission,

and say: '* Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail alsos

** Go forth and do sO?"t Nay, may he not, as in the

case of Pharaoh, arrange events in this providence; so

that appearances shall be suited to give energy to

Satan's delusions, and to lead the decided rebel against

his Maker, into the most destructive presumption of

success? And may not he do this, without being any

more the Author of sin, than the sun is the cause of

cold, and frost, and darkness? If these questions be

not answered in the affirmative; it does not appear

how the Scriptures, referred to, can be understood,

in any sense, which does not militate against the ob-

vious meaning of the language of inspiration. And
shall we say, that the Lord has said it, and done it;

and yet that it is not what ought to be said and done?
^' The hoKD is in his holy temple; Let all the earth

" keep silence before him."J
P. ccxxxii. 1. 19. * They loved, &c.'§ There is little

• 2 Thes. ii. 9—12. f 1 Kings xxii. 21—23. 2 Chr. xviii. 18—22.

!f Hab. ii. 20.

% " They loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil:''

< The wickedness and perverseness of the Jews blinded their understandings,

* and indisposed them to receive the truth, though delivered in the plainest

* terms, and attested by tlie fullest evidence. ' Those places of Scripture,

' says Dr. Jortin, are easily reconciled, in which the wicked are represented

' usually as hardening themselves, and sometimes as being hardened of G^d,
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in this passage, and the quotation from Jortin, to which

even Calvinists would object. The expression, * quite

on the contrary;' may be considered as not well selected

to express the evident meaning ofthe writer : but Anti-

calvinists, for want of being conversant with our writ-

ings, are not aware, that we say the same things our-

selves, for substance, which are here quoted from the

learned Jortin, in order to refute us.

P. ccxxxiii. 1. 23. " As many, &c."* It is plain,

that the translators of our Bible understood this textf

* They harden themselves, because it is by their own choice, by their own
' obstinacy and perverseiiess that they become obdurate; and they are harden-

' ed of God, not by any proper and immediate act of God, depriving them of

' reason and Uberty, or compelling them to do evil; but quite on the con-

' trary, by his continuing to give them both motives and opportunities to do

' well; which gifts, being rejected and abused, are the innocent cause, or the

' occasion, of their greater wickedness, and in this sense they are hardened

' by the very goodness of God. Besides, in the style of Scripture, God is

' often said to do v.hat he only permits to be done; and In all other languages

' also, the occasion is put for the cause, both as to persons, and as to things,

" I came not to send peace upon earth, but a sword," ' says our Lord; that

' is, my gospel, though it ought to produce peace and love, will prove the

' occasion of strife and enmity.'

• " As many as were ordained to eternal life, believed :" ' This text does

' not mean, that there was an ordinance of God appointing that certain per.

* sons of those who were present should believe and obtain eternal life; but

* it being the declared will of God, that none, to v/hom the gospel was made
' known, should obtain eternal life, v/ho did not believe; and God foreseeing

* who would believe, it might be said, that those believed who were orda'med

* to eternal life, that is, those who God foresaw would comply with the

' ordained condition of faith in Christ, upon which eternal life was offered.

' There is nothing In the original words which favours the Calvinlstick doc-

' trine, that God had by his own unalterable decree made it impossible for

* some to believe, and others not to believe; and whoever reads the whole

' passage carefully and impartially, will observe, that both believers and

' unbelievers are represented as acting from their own free choice, and not

* under the control of an irresistible destiny. All might have believed. The
* general call of the Gentiles is mentioned in the preceding verse as tlie ap-

^ pointment of God, and therefore, on that account also, as many of the Gen-

* tiles as were theu present and believed, might be said to be ordained to

* eternal life, because the attainment of eternal life was the consequence of

' that divine appointment.'

I Acts xiii. 48.
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in what is called the Calvinistick sense, and it is not

easy to prove that this is not the true meaning— * God
* foreseeing who would believe, it might be said, that

* those believed who were ordained to eternal life.' But

did God foresee, that they would believe of themselves,

without his * special grace preventing them?' * The
' condition of man, after the fall of Adam, is such, that

* he cannot prepare himself, by his own natural strength

* and good works to faith, and calling upon God.'* The
Lord foresaw that, by his special grace, he would give

them faith, and incline and enable them to comply with

the ordained condition, upon which eternal life was

offered. No doubt, both believers ' and unbelievers act

* from their own free choice, and not under the control

* of an irresitible destiny,'' a term more suited to hea-

then fatalism, or to the modern necessarian system, than

to the wise and righteous decrees and appointments of

the eternal God: but, the former by special grace, being

made free from slavery to their sinful passions, and be-

ing drawn and taught of God, most willingly en^race

the gospel; the latter, being left in righteous judgment

under the power of their own prejudices, as voluntarily

reject and oppose it.
—

' All might have believed,' if

they had been so disposed. * But it is acknowledged,

' that man has not the disposition, and consequently not

' th,e ability, to do what in the sight of God is good,

* till he is influenced by the Spirit of God.'f—If the

general call of the Gentiles, according to the appoint-

ment of God,I be the same as " ordained to eternal

*' life:" then all the Gentiles, at least all there present,

being ordained to eternal life, believed. But a distinc-

tion is evidently made between some of them, and

others. *' When the. Gentiles heard this, they were

• Art. X. f P. 61, Refutation. '

t Acts xiiU 48.
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*' glad, and glorified the word of the Lord; and as many
*' as were ordained to eternal life believed."

P. ccxxxiii. Note. ' The words, Sec.'* * As many,
* as were set in order, or made ready.' Should this in-

terpretation of the original be adopted, it would not at

all alter the case, " The preparations of the heart in man
** —is from the LoRD.'*t '* Lord, thou hast heard

** the desire of the humble; thou wilt prepare their

*' hearts, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear."| " Every
" good gift and every perfect gift is from above." If

men are made ready, and ' are in a fit posture to lay hold

* on the great promise of the gospel;' they owe this

preparation of heart to the special grace of God. They
are " vessels of mercy, which God has afore prepared
*' unto glory.'*^ ' Giving thanks unto the Father, who
*' hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance

'* of the saints in light; who hath delivered us from the

*' power of darkness, and hath translated us into the

*' kingdom of his dear Son,"1[ Few will directly say,

* I made myself ready;' ' It was my own goodness, that

* put me in a fit posture to lay hold on the great promise

* of the gospel, and I am not indebted lor it to divine

* grace.' Most men will, in words, give the glory to

• • The words ca-o/ Tilnyctticti titrn might have as well been rendered, " as

" many as were set in order, or made ready," ' and then the context had
* plainly illustrated the text. For in tlie same verse we find that this was

spoken of tlie Gentiles, who were glad and glorified God, that the words
' of salvation and everlasting life belonged to them also. 1,46, 47.) But who
* these Gentiles v/ere, we learn more particularly from verse 43, namely, that

' they were some a-iCc/uiym 'arponxvrm, ofthe devout or worshipping proselytes

' those who believed a life to come, and souglit for the liappiness thereof,

f and who therefore were in a fit posture to lay hold of that great promise

' of the gospel, being both prepared to hear what the apostles had to say,

• concerning the way and means of obtaining it, and also to make use of such

• means, when once they were thoroughly Instructed in them.' (Stebbing.)

t Prov. xvi 1. t Ps. X. 17. § Rom. ix. 23.

«T Col, i. 12, 12.
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God, of making them thus to differ from unbelievers;

and all humble christians, will do it cordially, in their

own case; even though they cannot receive the doctrine,

called Calvinistick. Some, however, of these devout,

or worshipping, proselytes, were not thus made ready

to embrace the gospel: for " the Jews stirred up the

" devout and honourable women, and the chief men of

'' the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Bar-

** nabas, and expelled them out of their coasts." If

there had been no other preparation of heart, than that

which was common to these devout proselytes; they

would have favoured the persecutors, and not the per-

secuted apostles.* I^ydia was previously one of these

worshippers; yet her conversion is not ascribed to this,

but to special grace: " The Lord opened the heart of

'' Lydia, that she attended to the things which were

" spoken of Paul."t—But did none believe in Christ,

except those, who were before worshipping psosdytes?

If any, if numbers, of the idolatrous Gentiles embraced

the gospel, they also " were ordained unto eternal life."

' It is indeed useless, highly improper, and quite un-

* necessary, to rest the argument on a word, which may
* perhaps admit of some other meaning: but the labour-

' ed discussions of those, who are greatly afraid, tliat the

' doctrine of gratuitous personal election to eternal life

* should be collected from it, leaves this impression on
* my mind, that these writers themselves would have

' carefully avoided a term, which needs so much guard-

^ ing against misconstruction. "| The word is used in

the texts referred to below, and no where else in the

New Testamento§

• Matt, xxiii. 15. j Actsxvi. 14. Gr. t Note. Acts xiii. 42-r

^. Family Bible, by the Author. § Matt, xxviii. 16. Luke vii. 8.

Acts "xiii, 4^. xv. 2. xx. V^. xxii. 10. ^xviii. 23. Kpm. xiii. 1. 1 Cqr.

xyi. 15.
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P« ccxxxv. 1. 8. * We know, &c.'* To be called
"

' to the knowledge of the gospel, according to the eter-

* nal purpose of God,' must mean something very dif-

ferent from the mere proclamation and invitation of the

gospel, or the outward profession of it; unless all who
are called christians do indeed love God, and imitate

the example of Christ. If, however, God did decree,

that some should have the means of salvation, and not

others; the objections generally urged against Calvinism,

as making God *' a respector of persons," come in; and

may as fairly be urged against this doctrine, as against

Calvinism. None of Adam's fallen race naturally love

God, but all arc alienated from him; and as those, who
are " the called according to his purpose," do love God;

the character described must be formed, not by nature,

but by special grace; and then our interpretation is

established; which I caniiot give in more proper lan-

guage, than in that of our article* * Predestination to

' life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby, (be-

* fore the foundations of the world were laid,) he hath

* constantly decreed by his counsel, secret to us, to

' deliver from curse and damnation those, whom he

* " We know that all things work together for good to them that love

" God.^to them who are the called according to his purpose: for whom he did

" foreknow, he also did predestinate to be comformed to the image of his

" Son, that he might be the first-born among many brethren. Moreover,

" whom he did predestinate, them he also called; and whom he called, them
*• he also justified, and whom he justified, them he also glorified." ' AVe know
* that all things, whether adverse or prosperous, co-operate in the end for

' the permanent good of those v/ho sincerely love God, of those who are

' called to the knowledge of the gospel according to the eternal purpose of

' God; for he ordained and decreed, that those, who he foreknew would be-

~ lleve and obey the gospel, should resemble his blessed Son, by following

' his example, that he might have many brethren, who would be joint-heirs

' with him, a.nd partakers of that happiness which he enjoyed. Moreover*

- those, to whom it was fore-ordained ofGod that the gospel should be made
' known, he has now actually called, and those whom he has called, he has

' iustlfiedfrom all their former sins:'

—
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' hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring

' them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as " vessels

" made to honour." ' Wherefore they, which be endued
* with so excellent a benefit of God, be called according

* to God's purpose by his Spirit working in due season:

* they through grace obey the calling: they be justified

* freely: they be made the sons of God by adoption:

* they be made like the image of his only begotten Son
* Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good works,

* and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlast-

* ing felicity.'* The language is special 2C[i(S. personal:

the same persons " whom he foreknew,"! " those he
*' predetermined to be conformed to the image of his

" Son:" the same persons, invariably and exclusively,

'* he called:" the same, without addition or exception,

" he justified, and he glorified." Now there can be no

other calling, except that described in the article, which is

inseparably connected with being justified and glorified:

for in other senses of the word, *' Many are called; but

'* few are chosen." Would not the same individuals,

without exception, or addition, or alteration, be consider-

ed as intended, if an act of grace, or a deed of gift, or an

Act of Parliament, should be drawn up in a similar

manner ?

P. ccxxxvi. 1. 3. * And those, &c.':[: Is there any

* Art xvii. f Rona. xi. 2.

I 'And those whom he has justified, he has glorified by his grace, and all

' the other privileges of the gospel-covenant. In the former part of tliis pas-

• sage, the good spoken of is confined to those who love God, and act con-

' formably to his purpose in revealing the gospel: this their conduct God
' forekiicw, and graciously determined to reward with eternal felicity, la

' the latter part of the passage, every thing is represented as past—the pre-

' destination, the calling, the justification, the glorification. Of the predes-

• tination and the calling, there can be no doubt; and it has been proved that

« the word justification, as apphed to christians, always refers to this life,

• and here it means the remission of sins granted at the time of baptism: and

VOL. I. 3 H
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instance, in which the word glorify is used in Scripture,

in the sense here affixed to it ? Even Christ himself,

was not said to be glorified by the Father, till he was

exalted to the right hand of God in heavenly glory.*

In this chapter, the apostle says, " If children then heirs:

*' heirs of God, and joint-heirs of Christ; if so be,

" that we sufter with him, that we may also be glorified

" together.*'! This accords to what he says in ano-

ther place, " If we suffer, we shall also reign with him."J
I do not recollect that the word glorify, or glorifed is

elsewhere expressly used of man, as glorified by God;

though it is implied, when the apostle says, " That
" the name of the Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and
'' ye in him:" but this will be, *' when he shall come to

" be glorified in his saints;" that is, at the day of judg-

ment.§ The word glory is often used, with relation to the

blessings conferred by God on his people; but mostly, in

rcspest of another world.lf It does not appear, that lan-

guage of this kind is used, concerning what God confers

on men, in any respect, except in express connexion with

the eternal glory of heaven, which no ' means of grace'

can ensure. The only text, that seems at all to favour the

supposition, that past benefits are intended, is that here

in part quoted, " We are changed into the same image
'' from glory unto glory, even as by the Spirit of the

' the word glorified, being, both in the original Greek and in our translation,

* in the samefense as the words predestinated, called, and justified, must also

* relate to something which has alreadj taken place; itrelates to that " Spirit

' of glory and of God,'' which St. Peter says, " resteth upon christians" ' in

' this world; to that " kingdom and glory," * to which St. Paul tells his

' Thessalonian converts God had called them; to that " change into the same

* image with Christ from glory to glory," * which he announces to the

* Corinthians.'

• John vii. 39. xii. 16. 23. xlii. 31, 32. xvii. 5. Acts iii. 13. 1 Tim. iii,

16. Heb. V. 5. 1 Pet. i. 21. f ^om. viii. 17. + 2 Tim. ii. 12-

§ 2 Thes.i. 10—12 H Rom. ii. 7. v. 2. viii. 18. ix. 23. 2 Cor. Iv. 17.

Col. i. 27. iii. 4. 1 Thes. ii. 12. 2 Thes. ii. 14, 2 Tim. 11 10. 1 Pet, v. 10-
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" Lord."* Yet here it evidently denotes, not any out-

ward benefit; but that inward renewal to holiness, which

is the beginning and earnest of eternal glory. The ex-

position, therefore, here given of the apostle's words, is

unprecedented; and unauthorized by any one text in

Scripture. But it is urged, that the clause is in the

past tense, as well as the other expressions in the same

verse. Need then any student of the Scripture be in-

formed, that this anomaly is very common in the lan-

guage of prediction, and in the various parts of the sa-

cred oracles? And this being obviated; we have here

foreknowledge, predestination, calling, justification, and

grorification, inseparably united, as the links of a chain:

for the expressions, " he did predestinate to be con-

*' formed to the image of his Son," and " the called ac-

" cording to his purpose," fully imply the beginning,

and progress, of sanctification. The triumphant con-

clusion also of the apostle, " What shall we say then

" to those things? If God be for us, who can be against

** us, &c,"t certainly leads the reader to think of some-

thing immensely more distinguishing, and inseparably

connected with everlasting glory and felicity, than any

outward advantages can be.

' The remission of sins granted at the time of bap-

* tism.'—This subject has been fully considered: but

what there is, in the apostle's argument, which leads to

the introduction of it in this place does not appear.

P, ccxxxyii. 1. 8. ^ The, &c.'| If any man, hav-

• 2 Cor. iv. 18. t Rom. vlil. 31—39.

t
• The predestination therefore mentioned in this passage, signifies Cod's

' purpose of making known the gospel, and of bestowing eternal happi-

* ness upon those, who shall make a right use of the means of graee: this is

' very different from an irrespective and irreversible decree, absolutely ap=

* pointing particular individuals to everlasting happiness, and subjecting the

^ rest of mankind to endless and inevitable misery.'
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ing deliberately read the latter part of the eighth chap-

ter to the Romans, can be satisfied, that the apostle

means no more, than is here expressed; I shall decline

arguing the point any further with him. It is, however,

surprising that the apostle, in that case, should forget to

guard his doctrine, by saying, ' bestowing eternal hap-

* piness, upon those, who shall make a right use of the

* means of grace:' as it is certain, that he gives no hint,

either concerning * means of grace,' or making a right

use of them: for that is not his subject. This interpre-

tation is indeed ' very different,' from any decree con-

cerning the heirs of salvation: so different, that no per-

son, having read the apostle's words, and afterwards

meeting with this passage, in any discourse not directly

referring to it, would probably ever have suspected,

that they had any relation. Irrespective decrees have

been considered: and all God's decrees are irreversible.*

^ Subjecting all mankind, as rebels and enemies, " ves-

*' sels of wrath fitted for destruction," * to endless and in-

* evitable misery,' (though this is not the subject on

which the apostle is discoursing,) would not be at all

inconsistent with the moral attributes of the great Crea-

tor and Judge of the world: nay, whether he has de-

creed it or not, he will cause all the wicked " to go
*' away into everlasting punishment." But " Shall not

** the Judge of all the earth do right?" And all the

righteous will ascribe the whole glory of their salvation

to '* him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb
*' that was slain, and has redeemed them to God with

*« his blood."

P. ccxxxviii. 1. 5. * The whole, Scc't If the whole

* Is.xiv. 24—27. xlvi. 10, 11. Lam. iii. 37. Dan. iv. 35. Eph, iii. 11.

\ • The whole of the chapter from whicli this passage is taken, and which
^ is generally thought to abound in difficulties, seems to become easily intel-

' ligible, by considering that it refers to the present world only. In the for-
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of this chapter* could be proved to * relate to the present

* world only,' it would remove some difficulties out of

the way, which now press very hard on Anti-calvinists:

but very conclusive arguments will be required to es-

tablish this point. It has before been shown, that his

Lordship has confounded the illustrations of the sub-

ject, used by the apostle, and taken from the Lord's

dealings with the family of Abraham and Isaac, as to

temporal benefits and outward religious advantages with

the tiling to be illustrated; namely, his dispensations, or

dealings, with mankind, as to their personal and eternal

concerns.t Supposing, that all which the apostle addu-

ces, concerning Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau,

nay, concerning Pharaoh, related to the present world

exclusively, (which would be far too liberal a cc-aces-

sion,) is it not undeniable, that St. Paul merely adduces

these examples, as serving to illustrate the doctrine

which he had before been explaining and establishing,

in the latter part of the preceding chapter,^ in which

every thing is mdividual) spiritual^ and pertaining to

' mer part of it St. Paul laments the unbelief and consequent rejection of his

* brethren the Jews, to whom had so long " pertained" ' those distinctions

' which marked them to be the chosen people of God, and from whom Christ

* himself was descended. But in the midst of his sorrow, he cf)mforts him-

' self with the reflection, that "the word of God" ' had taken some "effect,"

' as a portion of the Jews had believed, and were therefore of the number of

» God's newly elected people, the Christians. He shows that this partial adop

* tion of the Jews in the present instance is similar to what had happened in

* the case of Abraham's descendants, all of whom were not Israelites, or

* chosen people of God, but only those who sprang from Isaac and Jacob. He
' quotes God's own declaration, that he " will have mercy on whom be will

" have mercy, and will have compassion on whom he will have compassion;"

' wliich mercy and compassion must always be exercised without any viola-

* tion of the eternal rules of justice; the above declaration v/as made to Mo-

* ses after God had laid aside his purpose of " consuming" * the Israelites for

* worshipping the golden calf, and when he "repented of the evil which he

" thought to do unto his people."

• Rom. is. \ See on p. 216, 217, Refutation. ^f Rom. viii. 28—29.
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eternal life and glory? The passage has been consider-

ed:* and it implies the rejection of the Jews, as a na-

tion, from being the people of God. Then the apostle,

in most emphatical terms laments, that this highly fa-

voured people should thus forfeit their distinguishing

privileges. But he adds, " Not as though the word of

*' God hath taken no effect: for they are not all Israel,

" which are of Israel; neither, because, they are the

'' seed of Abraham are they all children; but in Isaac

*' shall thy seed be called: that is, they which are the

'' children of the flesh, these are not the children of

" God; but the children of the promise are counted for a

*' seed."—Here, it is evident, that there was in the na-

tion of Israel, a true Israel, a believing remnant, *' ac-

*' cording to the election of grace." This had always

been the case, and was so, at the time, when the nation

was rejected. " God did not cast off his people whom
*' he foreknew." " Israel hath not obtained that which

" he seeketh for: but the election hath obtained it, and

" the rest were blinded."t Thus Isaiah: " Israel shall

*' be saved in the Lord, with an everlasting salvation:

" ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world with-

" out end." " In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel

« be justified and shall glory."J Was the nation of

Israel, or the true Israel, here intended? Would any,

except the true Israel, consisting of real believers, be

" saved with an everlasting salvation;" be " justified

" and glory" in the Lord? This had before been spoken

of, when the apostle was stating the doctrine of justifi-

cation, where he distinguishes the natural, from the be-

lieving, seed of Abraham, most expressly; § as our Lord

also does, in his discourse with the Jews. If But lest

the descendants by Ishmael, and the sons of Keturah;

See on p. 235, 236, Tlefutation. f Rom. xi. 2. 7- ^ Is. xlv. 17. 25.

^Rom.iv. ^ John vili. 37—39. 44.
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and those of Isaac by Esau, should be supposed to

be the persons intended by the apostle; he does not here

begin with Abraham's seed, but with Israel: " All are

" not Israel, which are of Israel." Now certainly all

the. descendants of Jacob belonged to the nation of

Israel, " the chosen people of God," to whom many

and distinguishing external privileges appertained; but

they did not all belong to the true " Israel of God:"*

to those " whom he had predestinated to the adoption

" of children by Jesus Christ unto himself, according to

** the good pleasure of his will."t " The' children of

" the flesh, these were not the children of God:" for

of the latter the apostle had before said, " If children

" then heirs; heirs ofGod, and joint-heirs with Christ.*'

This he next illustrates, by the examples above-men-

tioned; and concludes by saying, " Therefore he hath

*' mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he

" will he hardeneth." He supposes this doctrine will

excite the objections of many readers; and adds, " Thou
" wilt then say unto me, Why doth he yet find fault ?

" for who hath resisted his will?" (confoundhig his se-

" cret purpose with his revealed commands. ) This he

answers, not by qualifying his doctrine; but by saying,

*' Nay, but, O man, who art thou that repliest against

" God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed
'• it, why hast thou made me thus?*' Then he mentions

" the vessels of wrath fitted for destruction:" and " the

'* vessels of mercy, which God had afore prepared unto

" glory; even us whom he hath called, not of the Jews

" only, but also of the Gentiles."J Now will any man

continue to say, that the whole of this ' refers to the pre-

* sent world only.' A;ra)>.swv and H'-^y- Perdition and glor?/,

the words here used, uniformly relate to eternal con-

• Gal. vi. 16. t Eph. i. 5^,
i Rom. ix. 18—23.
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demnation, or eternal happiness, when spoken in this

way concerning individuals.

P. ccxxxix. 1. 7. * The mercyy Scc.'^ Here again,

the illustration is confounded with the subject, which

the apostle purposed to illustrate. The sovereign pur-

pose of God, in hardening Pharaoh and the Egyptians,

and in having mercy on rebellious Israel, as a nation, in

not executing condign temporal punishment on them;

bore a striking resemblance to his wise, holy, righteous,

and merciful purposes and decrees, concerning the true

Israel, and their enemies. In both cases, " He hath

*' mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he

" will he hardeneth:" in both, he assigns no reasons for

his conduct, but his own good pleasure, notwithstand-

ing the presumptuous enquiries and objections of his

enemies. " I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
'* and earth; in that thou hast hid these things from the

" wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.

*' Even so, Father, because it seemed good in thy

" sight."! Personal election to eternal life, is perfectly

consistent * with strict retribution to individuals in ano-

' ther world.'

P. ccxxxix. 1. 16. ' The apostle , &c.'| God ex-

• * The mercy therefore here spoken of is not forgiveness of sins, granted

' to each person separately at the day ofjudgment, but God's receiving his

' chosen people collectively into favour again after they had displeased him;

* such national reconciliation in this world, as well as the original election

' of a peculiar people for the purpose of executing the great plans of divine

' Providence, being perfectly consistent with strict retribution to individuals

' in a future life.'

\ Matt. xi. 25, 26. Luke x. 21.

i^ ' The apostle shows from the antient Scripture, that Pharaoh's disobe-

* dience and wickedness were the means of making known the power of God;

' and repeats, that God shows, or does not show, mercy, according to the

• determination of his sovereign will. He supposes some one to object; if this

' be the case, why does God find fault, since his will cannot be resisted.'' St.

' Paul answers by first reproving the presumption of this objection as urged

• by a creature against his Creator, who has the same power over his crea-
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alted Pharaoh to the throne of Egypt, and gave him

great authority and prosperity; " for this same purpose,

"—that he might show his power," in his dealings with

this haughty prince, and " that his name might be

*' known throughout all the earth."* The Lord said

to Moses, when he first ordered him to go in unto

Egypt, and speak to Pharaoh, " And I am sure, that

'* the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a

** strong hand."t Soon after, he said, " But I will

" harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go."J

Yet in the subsequent history, it is repeatedly said",

that " Pharaoh hardened his heart;" or, that " Pha-

" raoh's heart was hardened;" but at length, it is ex-

pressly said, '* And the Lord hardened the heart of

*' Pharaoh: "§ and on this occasion, the words, quoted

by the apostle were spoken. T[ In the next chapter we
read: *' The Lord said unto Moses, " Go in unto

*' Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart, and the heart

* tures which a potter has over the vessels he forms; and he then declares

' that thovigh God's power is irresistible, he does not act arbitrarily and

' capriciously, but in all his dealings with the sons of men he never fails to

' display his own perfect attributes. Even this example of the potter, proves

* that the apostle is speaking of thi^ life only. Vessels made for different

* purposes, for nobte or mean \ises, resemble the different ranks of society

' into which men, by divine appointment, are born; but this does not imply

' that the higher are more worthy in the sight of God than the lower, since

' each person will hereafter be judged " according to liis deeds" in that

' station in which he is placed. In like manner the election of a people for a

* peculiar purpose, does not suppose the rest of the world neglected or pun-

* ished, except so far as their conduct may deserve it. The " enduring with

*' much long-suffering the vessels of Wrath fitted for destruction," relates to

* God's forbtarance in sparing the Jews and giving them time to repent, al-

' though by their heinous sins and numerous provocations they had long de-

* served to he destroyed. " That he might make known the riches of his

" glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory,'

'

* relates to God's gracious offer of the blessings of the gospel to those who
* he foreknew would accept them, as appears from the verse immediately

* following.'

• Ex. ix. 16, 17. Rom. ix. 17. f Ex. iii. 19, 20- * Ex. iv. 2J.

^ Ex. ix. 12. fT Ex. ix. 16, 17.

VOL. I. 3 I
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" of his servants; that I might show these my signs be-

" fore him. "* Yet just after, " Moses and Aaron came

*' in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him: Thus saith the

" Lord God of the Hebrews ; How long wilt thou re-

" fuse to humble thyself before me ? Let my people

*' go, that they may serve me."t Here, it is evident,

that God used warnings, exhortations, and menaces to

Pharaoh; even after he had repeatedly stated his pur-

pose of hardening him: and \vho will say, that this was

inconsistent and superfluous?

Again it is said: " The Lord hardened Pharaoh's

" heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel

" go:*' and also, *' I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and

" he shall follow after them: and I will be honoured upon
" Pharaoh and his host."J Now, whatever interpreta-

tion may be put on the words, " I will harden Pharaoh's

" heart;" it cannot be doubted, but that the event re-

specting Pharaoh was certainly predetermined: yet this

did not interfere either with his free- agency, or respon-

sibility. He was not compelled^ agawst his willj to act'

as he did; nor was the glorious God the Author of his

sins. Neither did he, in all this, decree; or do, any

thing inconsistent with his own perfections of justice,

holiness, goodness, and mercy. He did not punish

Pharaoh more than he deserved. On the other hand,

he showed mercy to Israel, when guilty of the most

abominable and aggravated idolatry: and he says, " I

" will have mercy on whom I will have mercy." I act

as a sovereign; without assigning any reasons; and,

without taking any of them from the merits of the cri-

minals. These two instances the apostle contrasts; and

adds as an inspired comment on them, " Therefore

'' hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and

Ex. X. 1, 2. t Ex. X. 3, 4. i Ex. xi. 10. xiv. 4
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" whom he will he hardeneth." " Thou wilt then,"

he adds, " say to me, Why doth he yet find fault? for

" who hath resisted his will?" Will any one maintain,

that Pharaoh, dying in his most daring contest with

Omnipotence, was only punished with temporal ven=

geance? Had he no'immortal soul? Was he fit for heaven?

Was he not " driven away in his ^vickedness?" Or,

would the worshippers of the golden calf, if they had

been destroyed in a moment, as one man, in the very

act of idolatrous rebellion, have suffered only temporal

punishment? Had they no immortal souls? Were they

meet for the worship, joy, employment, and company

of heaven? They were spared: and the mercy of God
in sparing them, gave tliem space for repentance; and

this doubtless was eternal salvation to numbers of them

So that even the facts adduced in illustrating the apos-

tle's main subject, had to do with far more than ' the

' present world only.* God deals with some of our foUen

rebeUious race, as he did with Pharaoh, in awful justice,

and displays his glory in so doing. He deals with

others, as with the rebellious Israelites, and herein glo-

rifies his mercy in harmony with his justice. * He hath

* constantly decreed by his counsel, secret to us, to de-

* liver from curse and damnation those, whom he hath

* chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them

' by Christ, to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to

' honour.'* The evil both of heart and conduct, in

" the vessels of wrath," is wholly from " themselves:"

but the repentance, faith, love, newness of heart, and

newness of life, in *' the vessels of mercy, whom he hath

" afore prepared unto glory," are wholly from ' the

* grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may
' have a good will; and working with us, when we have

' that good will.'t

* Article xv?l, j Article x.
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These are our sentiments on the subject: and^thougU

I have no expectation, or ambition, of" rendering these

sentiments generah they do not surely constitute so

monstrous a doctrine; so replete with every thing evil,

and deserving of such severe philippicks, as they con-

stantly meet with; nor are they pregnant with such dire

consequences, to the cause of practical godliness, as

multitudes seem to suppose.

Let any man make out to 'his own complete satis-

faction, that the dealing of God with Pharaoh, as re-

corded by Moses, and adduced by the apostle; were

consistent with the divine justice and goodness; with

Pharaoh's free-agency and responsibility; and with the

moral government of God by rewards and punishments:

and he will at once perceive what we have to plead on

our own behalf, on the general subject. Indeed, we arc

neither called, nor authorized, nor inclined, to use such

strong language concerning any individuals, or collec-

tive body, upon the supposition, that they are not the

elect, as has been stated concerning Pharaoh. Had
Pharaoh been unjustly doomed to temporal destruction

alone; how could the divine conduct towards him be

justified? But if deservedly and justly doomed to eter-

nal damnation; no hesitation can be reasonably admit-

ted, in respect of the dealings of God with him. For,

at last, the question is not about the previous decree,

concerning destination, or predestination; but the jus-

tice of God, in what he eventually has done or will do.

If what he does and will do be wise, holy, just and good;

no previous decree can render it unwise, unholy, un-

just, and evil. While vindicating the Judge of all the

earth, from a presumptuous charge of injustice, in

dooming sinners to eternal punishment; we must not

concede, that he acts unjustly in temporal judgments:

and if, in executing temporal judgments, " the wicked
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" is driven away in his vvickednes," and is cast down
into destruction, is *' God unjust who taketh ven-
''' geance?" The words, " arbitrari ly 2i\\6. capriciously

^''^

in connection with the Lord's decrees, or dispensations,

are used exclusively by the opponents of Calvinism,

and are not found in the writings of Calvinists.—How
* the example of the potter' can * show, that the apostle

* is speaking of this life only;' when connected, with
'* vessels of wrath, fitted for destruction;" and " ves-

*' sels of mercy, which he had afore prepared to glory,"

cannot easily be conceived. For surely these terms

mean something extremely different from ' the ranks in

' society, into which men, by divine appointment are

* born,' as the apostle shows, when he particularly men-

tions himself, and both Jewish and Gentile converts to

Christianity, as " vessels of mercy." The election of

a peculiar people, (even in the Calvinistick sense,)

' does not suppose the rest of the world neglected, or

* punished, except so far as they deserve it.' But had we
all been punished as we deserved, we should all have

perished everlastingly. ' O Lord, Deal not with us

* after our sins; neither reward us according to our ini-

' quities.'* Even original sin, according to the doc-

trine of our church, ' in every person born into this

' world, deserveth God's wrath and damnation.'! Wc
suppose, therefore, that the divine decree is positive ^ in

respect of the elect, * to deliver from curse and damna-
* tion, those whom he hath chosen in Christ out of man-
* kind, and to bring them by Christ, to everlasting sal-

' vation, as " vessels made to honour;" [ut vasa inhono-

rem efficta;) but that the purpose of God is negative^ as

to others; that is, he purposes to leave them to them-

selves, and to do nothing to deliver them from the pun-

* Litany. f Article Is.
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ishment which their sins deserve, or from the conse-

quences of their depraved hearts and rebeUious conduct.

It is certain that the compilers of our articles did not

think, that *' the vessels whom God had afore prepared

" unto glory," related to God's gracious offer of the

gospel to those, whom he foreknew would accept of it:

but to the effect of his special grace given unto them;

for, after the words before quoted, it follows; ' Where-
' fore they which be endued with so excellent a benefit

' of God, be called according to God's purpose in due
' season, they through grace obey the calling; they be

' justified freely, &c.'* And indeed, if it be ' acknow-
' ledged, that man has not the disposition, and conse-

* quently not the ability, to do what in the sight of God
' is good, till he is influenced by the Spirit of God;*t

his foreknowing that the persons spoken of, would

* accept the blessings of the gospel;' implies, that he

purposed to give them his Holy Spirit, and so to " work
*' in them to will, and to do, of his good pleasure."

But the words, " and to make known the riches of his

" glory on the vessels of mercy, whom he had afore

"prepared unto glory," denote more, than merely their

effectual calling: they signify the same benefits, which

the apostle elsewhere expresses in these words: " Giv-

" ing thanks to the Father, who hath made us meet to

" be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light;

*' who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,

*' and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear

•' Son; in whom we have redemption through his blood,

* even the forgiveness of our sins. *'| And I could as

easily believe, that our Lord's words, '* Come, ye bles-

•' sed of my Fatlier, inherit the kingdom prepared for

:^ }'ou from the foundation of the world," relate * to this

» Article xy'n. j Page 61, Refutation. \ Col. i. 12—14.
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* life only,' as that the words in question do. *' The en-

" during with much long-suffering the vessels of wrath

'* fitted for destruction," include the long suffering of

God towards other sinners, as well as the unbelieving

Jews; and for other purposes, than giving them time to

repent: but this does not so materially affect our argu-

ment.

P ccxli. ' He then^ &c.'* " Even us whom he hath

" called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles."

As he saith also in Hosea, '* I will call them my peo-

" pie which were not my people, and her beloved which
" was not beloved: and it shall come to pass, that in the

" place, in which it was said unto them. Ye are not my
" people; there shall they be called the children of the

** living God.Vft This is the^ spoken of " the vessels

" of mercy whom God hath afore prepared unto glory."

* These words may not only be accommodated, but

* even extended to the Gentiles, who were emphati-

* cally not called his people; and yet by faith became
* the seed of Abraham, and the true Israelites, being

* the sons of God by faith in Jesus Christ.'J " And
^' if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs

" with Christ." To this quotation frOm Hosea, his

• • He then quotes several prophecies rel atlve to the call of the Gentiles,

' and the embracing of the gospel by only a small number of the Jews; and it

* is evident from the orginal p^issage in Isaiah, and also from the context in

' this chapter, that the expression, " a remnant shall be saved" relates to pre-

' servation in this w^orlJ, " upon the earth,'' • so that the Israelites should not

* be utterly destroyed, as Sodora and Gomorrah were. In all this there is

' no mention of any absolute decree of God, by which some men are destined

' to happiness and others to misery, in the world to come. The unbelief of

' the greater part of the Jews, their ceasing to be the chosen people of God,

* and the call of the Gentiles, the subjects treated of in this chapter, were
' all circumstances which had already taken place; and they are illustrated

* by passages of the Old Testament, and by events tJiere recorded, all confi-

' Bed to this life, without any allusion to a future state of existence.'

t Hos i. 10. ii. 23, Rom, ix. 24—26. t AViiitby on Rom. ix. 25.
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Lordship has not referred: and in respect of the pas-

sages from Isaiah;* whether they relate merely to * pre-

* servation in this world, " upon the earth," I shall

leave the reader to judge: but the connexion induces

me to think, that the •' remnant according to the elec-

'* tion of grace," was meant, which there was even " at

'* that present time," when Israel as a nation was cast

off.f Certainly in these prophecies * no mention is

* made of any absolute decree of God, &c:' but the

apostle is showing by them, that the obstinate unbelief

9f the Jews, and the conversion of the Gentiles, had

been predicted long before; and if predicted, then fore-

seen, yea, predetermined. These events were passed

indeed; but was the effect of the calling of the Gentiles

and the rejection of the Jews, all confined to this life?

Were not the converted Gentiles, " called to the king-

" dom and glory" of God? Were not the unbelieving

Jews, '* vessels of wrath fitted to destruction?" Had

they, who perished by temporal judgments, no immor-

tal souls? Did they not die in their sins? Is it not true,

that ** He that believeth not the Son, shall not see life;

'' but the wrath of God abideth on him?" How can

such subjects be discussed, ' without any allusion to a

* future state of existence?' If we realize by vigorous

faith a future state of existence: and firmly believe that

'* he who believeth shall be saved, and he who believeth

" not shall be damned;" we shall find this next to im-

possible.

P. ccxlii. ' JFe are, &:c.':j: The passage here re-

* Is. i. 9. X. 22, 23. f Rom- xi. 1—7.

t ' We are not by this to understand tliat it wms '• .ippolnted" or decreeii

' by God, that certain persons to whom the fcospel wus preached, should be

* disobedient; but, tliat it wa."? appointed and decreed, tiiat ifmen disobeyed

' the gospel, it should be to them a stone of stumbling-, and a rock of offence,

* that is, a cause of punishment.'
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ferred to,* is spoken of unbelievers; with whom the

apostle contrasts his christian brethren. *' But ye are

* a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy na-

* tion, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the

' praises of him, who hath called you out of darkness,

' into his marvellous light; which in time past were not

' a people, but now are the people of God, which had

'not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy, "f

They were " Elect, according to the foreknowledge of

'God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit,

' unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus

' Christ:" and " begotten again unto a lively hope—to

' an inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, and that

' fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for them."t

* God had not appointed them to wradi, but to obtain

' salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ."^ Others stum-

bled at the Rock of salvation, " being disobedient to

' which also they were appointed."— ' It was appoint-

ed, &c.' is a widely different proposition, from " they

' were appointed:" the one is general, the other special.

« They stumbled at the word, being disobedient; where-

' unto also they were appointed." {^'nbna-ctv.) God did

not appoint their unbelief and disobedience: but he

knew, that without his special grace, they would be un-

believing and disobedient; and, without assigning to us

his reasons, he determined to leave them v/ithout that

special grace, and to give them up to their hearts' lusts,

and to suffer the consequences of their sins. This he

had repeatedly foretold, that he would do, in respect of

the Jews in general, as the punishment of their past re-

bellions. This was predicted; therefore foreseen, and

forcappointed.

» 1 Pet. W. 7, 8. t 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10. * 1 Pet. i, S>-:T

§ 1 Thes. V. 9. E.^,-To,

VOL. r. 3 K >
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P« ccxlii. 1. 18. ' Were these^ &c.'* Obedience h
compliance with the known command of God; not act-

ing according to his decree or appointment, whether

secret or revealed. Certainly men, in disobeying the

command of God, fulfil his appointments, and often

accomplish his predictions. "Him, being delivered

*' by the determinate counsel and fore-knowledge of

" God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have cruci-

** fied and slain."| Was this conduct, in any sense,

obediejice? Did the Jews intend to do the will of God?
" They, that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers; be-
'•' cause they knew him not, nor the voices of the pro-

" phets, which are read every sabbath-day; have ful-

" filled them, in condemning him: and though they

" found no cause of death in him; yet desired they

" Pilate that he should be slain. And when they had

" fulfilled all that was written of him, &:c."J Was
there both obedience and disobedience in this act? In

what did the obedience consist? " They thought evil

" against him; but God meant it unto good."^

Had the Lord merely decreed^ or predicted^ that the

Israelites should extirpate; with undiscriminating slaugh-

ter, the seven nations of Canaan; without commanding

Joshua and Israel, to execute the sentence awarded

against them; and had they, without most express com-

mand^ made extirpating war against them; or had they

• ' Were these men|| appointed by God to disobedience, then disobedi-

'ence would be the compliance with the- divine appointment or will, and the
"' same act would be butli obedience and disobedience- And it seems impos-

' sible that disobedience, if it takes place in consequence of an absolute de-

* creeof God, should be imputed to men as a fault, and be made the groimd

* of punisliment. But can we suppose tliat God made disobedience inevita-

' ble, when we are told, that y-fnan is not to put a stumbling--block, or an

' occasion to fiiU, in his brother's way?" Or, is such a decree reconcileabJt

' with the attributes of justice and mercy?'

t Acts ii. 23. % Acts xiii. 27—30. § Geti. I. 20

II Luke ii."'34. 2 Cor. ji. 16. Rom. xi. 22
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even set themselves to fulfil the decree, from motives of

rapacity, avarice, resentment, or cruelty, as made known

by the prediction; they would have been guilty of atro-

cious murder, in every instance, in which they slew a

Canaanite; and all the declarations and invectives of

infidels against them, and against the Bible, as approv-

ing their conduct, would have been unanswerable. But

they merely fulfilled the express and repeated command
of Jehovah; and were the appointed executioners of

his vengeance on that devoted race, which had filled up

the measure of their sins. Did decrees., even when re-

vealed, warrant the conduct of those, who break God's

commandments, in fulfilling them; the accursed slave-

trade might have found a better justification from pro-

phecy; than it ever had in the British senate, from its

most able, eloquent, and zealous advocates.

If any event ever was absolutely decreed, and most

expressly predicted, the crucifixion of Christ was that

event: yet that did not at all excuse any of the parties

concerned in it.

This argument, if carried to its consequences, would,

if valid, prove far more, than any Anti-calvinist intends:

for they, who hold it, must either disavow the belief of

the divine prescience, and of all prophecy; or excuse an

immense proportion, if not the whole, of the wicked-

ness, which has ever been committed. If we do not

firmly adhere to this fundamental tenet, that the law and

command of God are the only rule, by which our con-

duct must be regulated, and by which it will be judged:

if we admit, that divine purposes, or predictions, when

fulfilled by men, intentionally or unintentional] v, alter

the nature of our actions, and in any degree convert

disobedience into obedience; we shall open the flood-

gates to iniquity: while each will profess, when actuated
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by his own selfish passions, that he is executing the de-

crees of God, or fulfiUinj^ the prophecies,

God has not * made disobedience inevitable:' nor is

it inevitable, in any special instance; that is, no one

eom:nits a sin, but by his own unconstrained choice:

yet * The condition of man after the fall of Adam, is

' such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his

* own natural strength, and good works, to faith and

' calling upon Gnd: wherefore we have no power to do

' good works, pleasant and acceptable to God, without

* the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we
* may have a good- will, and working with us, when we
* have that good-will.'* If, in this sense, disobedience

is inevitable, without special grace; the fall of Adam,

and our fall in him, has made it so; not any act or de-

cree of God.

The argument, taken from what we ought to do, to

prove what it becomes God to do, has been before an-

swered. We ought to do all, that we possibly can,

consistently with other known and evident duties, to

preserve the life and save the soul of every man on

earth: but is God bound to exercise his omnipotence to

the utmost, to jjreserve every man's life, and to save

every man's soul'? Yet, ' is such a decree reconcilcable

' with the attributes of justice and mercy?' The an-

swer to this question must be left to the day of judg-

ment; but I must remind the reader of St. Paul's an-

swer to an objection, not wholly dissimilar. " Why
" doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will?

" Nay, but, O man, Who art thou, that repliest against

" God?'- Is the conduct of Jehovah, in casting the

^vicked into hell, reconcilcable with the attributes of

ft
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* justice and mercy?' If it be, then the decree, that he

would do so, cannot be irreconcileable.

It is greatly to be wished, that they who engage in re-

ligious controversy, would reverently avoid all language,

that even seems to impeach the conduct of God, on

the supposition, that their own tenets are not true. The

words, here quoted, are inoffensive, cormpared with

many things, in writers on each side of this argument;

which are indeed too shocking to be transcribed: yet

even this question implies more than ought to be even

hinted, or even allowed in our thoughts. Are we so

completely infallible, that we should speak a word im-

plying, that if we be mistaken, God is? On this unhap-

py subject, no tongue can express the irreverence, nay,

the blasphemy, which has been uttered, by eager dis-

puters. I am conscious, that I have no need, nor inclina-

tion, to adopt any argument of this kind: but should I

drop one word, implying by fair construction, such a

connection between my sentiments, and the honour of

the divine perfections; that, if the former are erroneous,

this is exposed to impeachment, or even doubt; I will

promise before God, publickly with shame, to retract

it, when pointed out to me. Whether Calvinism be

true or false, God is infinitely wise, righteous, holy,

faithful, good, merciful; worthy of all reverence, adora-

tion, love, confidence^ honour, and obedience, from all

rational creatures, to all eternity. It vvould indeed be a

blessed effect of this publication, if it should render

Calvinists, as well as their opponents; more reverently

cautious, what words they use, in the warmth of con-

troversy, when, on any account, the glory of God, in

his dispensations or decrees, is even remotely concern-

ed. " Let God be true, and every man a liar." An-

gels adore the divine perfections, in those very events, <

which erring presumptuous mortals arraign: and ex-
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pressions often occur, in the writings even of pious per-

sons; which a dutiful son, or a loyal subject, would, on

no account or supposition whatever, use concerning his

father, or his prince!

P. ccxliii. I. 12. ' We are, &c.'* God did not * by

' an ordinance, cause these men to be ungodly. 'f This

he never does, for that would make God the author of

sin: but he both ordained, that men " guilty of such

" practices should suffer a severe condemnation;" and,

foreseeing that they, if left to themselves, would be

guilty of them, he determined so to leave them. Thus

they were " of old ordained to this condemnation:" the

appointment did not make them, or force them to be,

ungodly; but it left them to the tendency of their own
corrupt passions, and to the consequences of their atro-

cious crimes, without any special divine interposition.

P. ccxliv. 1. 1. * God's own, &c.'f The apostle

does not say, ' to offer salvation to mankind;' but " he

" has saved us," (even me Paul, and thee Timothy,)

" and called us with an holy calling, not according to

" our works, but according to his own purpose and
" grace, which was given us, before the world began."$
There is nothing about offer, nor, about mankind, in

the passage: it relates wholly to the aposde and Timo-

* ' We are not to infer from hence that God by an ordinance, causes these

' men to be thus ungodly; but that he ordained tliat those, who he foresaw

' would be guilty of such practices, should suffer a severe condemnation."

t Jude 4, 7rpoyiyi>AfAfji(vu. " Written before hand." Rom. xv. 4. Gal. iii. 1.

Eph. iii. 3. Gr,

t ' God's " own purpose, before the world began," ' means his eternal pur-

' pose, springing from his own essential goodness and mercy, to offer salva-

* tion to mankind tlirough Christ. " ^Vho hath saved us," ' that is, us chris-

' lians; by which and otlier simil.ir expressions, as has been before observed,

' we are not to understand, that all who embrace the gospel are actually sa-

' ved, or absolutely certain of salvation: but that all christians are supplied

w ith the means of salvation, through that grace v/hich is given them'
•^ 2 Tim. i. 9.
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thy, or, on the largest contruction, to their fellow-chris-

tians. By such convenient alterations and additions, it

would be very easy to new model the whole Bible; and

every man might make it speak the language of his own
preconceived sentiments. The meaning of the passage

may be left to the reader's determination: but the

custom of substituting other propositions, in the place

of those made by the sacred writers, must not pass un-

noticed. Truth does not require such management.

The Jews, and the unbelieving Gentiles, to whom the

apostles preached, were ' supplied with the means of

* salvation:' and so are are all nominal christians. But

in what then does the difference between true believers,

and others consist, as to obligation to divine mercy; if

they have nothing, except in common with unbelievers,

who are favoured with the means of grace? I confess,

that I do not understand the concluding words, ' through

' that grace which is given to them.' Are outward ad-

vantages exclusively, or some internal influence intend-

ed? Outward advantages are indeed ' grace given to us,'

because an unmerited favour; and they are means of salva-

tion: but internal influence, however distinguished, is, I

believe, never called ?neans of grace, or means of salva-

tion, either in the Scripture, or by Theologians.

P. ccxliv. I. 16. ' It appears^ &c.'* That nothing

is said of reprobation^ or reprobate, (as far as the words

are concerned,) in the sense put on them by some Cal-

vinists, is allowed: and the reader must judge for him-

self, how far the assertion concerning the elect, and

election, is well grounded. If any one be disposed to

think, that nothing even plausible, can be adduced from

Scripture, in support of the system commonly called

• ' It appears, that elect and reprobate persons, ill the Galvinistick sense,

' are not even known in the Old or IS'ew Testament.'
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Calvinistick; I only intreat him to read again, without

comment, but with attention, and prayer, and at one

time, as in connexion, the latter part of the eighth chap-

ter of Romans, and the ninth; at another time, let him

read the eleventh chapter of the same epistle; and at

another, the two first chapters of the epistle to the

Ephesians; and then, if he do not deduce an opposite con-

clusion, let him, if he can, retire from the investigation,

_

affirming without hesitation, that there is nothing in

Scripture, which can give pious persons any ground to

maintain the reprobated doctrine of personal election.

The passages, referred to, and many others, seem to

me, of themselves most decidedly, to speak our lan-

guage: we can express our meaning in the apostle's

words, without addition or alteration: and frequent quo-

tations from them, in a sermon, without some attempt

to explain away their obvious meaning, would suffice,

in most congregations, to subject the preacher to the

charge of being a Calvinist. This experiment any mi-

nister may make, if he chooses; and there is no room to

doubt the event of it. On the contrary, when our con-

clusions are rejected and opposed, the whole effort of

learning, and argument, and m.anagement, is requisite,

to put another meaning on these Scriptures: and in res-

pect of preaching, they are generally kept out of sight;

or, if adduced, much pains must be taken to ward off

the unfavourable impression. Were I disposed to en-

gage in a controversial discussion of the subject, very

many texts might be adduced in support of our doc-

trines, besides those, Vv'hich have been here particularly

considered. But enough has been said for my pur-

pose. I would desire to be considered rather as an

apologist for those, who hold the doctrine of personal

election to eternal life, and such other tenets as are in-

separable from it; than as an eager disputer for Calvin-
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ism. I would wish to make it understood, what we
really do believe, and what we do not; and on what

grounds: to obviate misapprehension, and misrepresen-

tation; and, if it might be, to procure for us somewhat

more candour, and fairness, and equity, from our oppo-

nents, than we generally meet with. This I should

greatly desire for their sakes; as I must think, that many
things, advanced groundlessly against us, are exceed-

ingly criminal in the sight of God.—Having before

stated to the publick, in my comment of the Scriptures,

my deliberate judgment, concerning the true meaning

of every passage here considered, and of every other

text pertaining to the argument; and not having been

convinced by * The Refutation,' that my interpretation

is erroneous; I must refer the reader, who may wish

more fully to know my sentiments, or the reasons of

them, to the comment itself: and, as a more compen-

dious method, to ' \ Sermon on Election, and final

Perseverance,' publisheda bove twenty-four years ago,

P. ccxliv. 1. 19. * To send^ &c.'* Are not all ' who
^ believe and obey,' ' certain individuals only,' to the

exclusion of all, who do not believe and obey; as well

• * To send Christ into tlie world, that mankind might be saved, was indeed

• the eternal purpose of God; this he decreed from the beginning; but, in

• making this decree, he did not appoint, that the benefits of Christ's mission

• should be enjoyed by certain individuals only, but that they should extend

' to all who believed and obeyed; and that every one, to whom tlie gospel

• should be made known, should have the power of believing and obeying.

• There was no absolute election of particular persons who must necessarily

• be saved, but a conditional offer of salvation to all. If the redemption pur-

• chased by the death of Christ be confined to the elect, the design of Christ's

• coming into the world was to save the elect, and the elect only, and not

•' to save sinners" ' in general. But v;e find not in Scripture a single text

• which tlius restrains the object of Christ's incarnation; and, on tlie other

' hand, we have seen that there are numerous passages upon this subject, of

• the most comprehensive signification. The impenitently wicked are alone

• excluded from *' the blessed hope of everlasting life which God has given

•* us in our Saviour Jesus Christ.'*
>,

VOL. I. 3 L
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as the elect are "^ certain individuals only,' excluding

such as are not elect? Now we believe, that they are ex-

actly the same individuals: all, who believe and obey,

are elect, and prove their election, by their faith and

obedience; and all the elect are, by special grace,

brought to believe and obey.* Instead of necessarily,

we should say, certainly: ' the conditional offer of salva-

* tion to ail,' is made to all, where the word of God is

preached; but is nothing more done, by the grace of

God, for those who believe and obey? The effects of

the redemption of Christ is confined to those, ' who be-

* lieve and obey;' eventually he will save these, and these

only, and not ' sinners in general;' that is, he will not

save men, whether they believe and obey, or no. Now,

supposing all who believe and obey to have been chosen,

* in Christ out of mankind,' ' by the counsel of God
* secret to us;' and, in consequence, to have been ' called

* according to God's purpose by his Spirit, working in

* due season; they through grace obey the call, &c:'t

then the doctrine of personal election is as consistent,

with the general intention of Christ's coming to save

sinners; as the doctrine, that only those who believe and

obey shall be saved. And to explain the general de-

sign, in any other sense, would bring in universal salva-

tion. On our principles also, 'the impenitently wicked

* alone are excluded from the blessed hope of everlast-

' ing life, which God has given us in Jesus Christ our

^ Saviour:' for, we consider none, as non-elect, but those

who die impenitent and unbelieving, not by necessity,

or in any other way, than by being left, without special

grace, to the effects of their wicked dispositions and ac-

tions. How far the following texts raay be considered,

as instances, in which the Scripture thus restrains the

* See Art. xvii. former part. 4 See Att i.
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object of Christ's incarnation, the reader must judge.

" AH that the Father giveth unto me, shall come unto

" me; and him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise

" cast out. For I came down from heaven, not to do
*' my own will, but the will of him that sent me: and
*' this is the will of him that sent me, that of all, which

" he hath given me, I should lose nothing, but should

" raise it up again at the last day. And this is the will

*' of him thai sent me; that every one which seeth the

*' Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life;

" and I will raise him up at the last day."—" No man
*' can come to me, except the Father, who hath sent me,

" draw him, and I will raise him up at the last day.—It

" is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught

" of Godr Every man therefore, that hath heard and hath

" learned of the Father, cometh unto me." " No man
" can come to me, except it were given unto him of

*' my Father."* " Other sheep I have, which are not

" of this fold;" (evidently meaning the Gentiles who

should believe in him;) "them also must I bring,

*' and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one

" fold, and one Shepherd."—" Ye believe not, because

" ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My
" sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol-

*' low me: and I give them eternal life, and they shall

*' never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my
'' hand. My father which gave them me is greater than

*' all, and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's

" hand.; I and my Father are one."t " As thou hast

" given him power over all flesh, that he should give

-" eternal life to as many as thou hast given him." " I

*' pray for them; I pray not for the wocld; but for them,

*' whom thou hast given mco"—*' Neither pray I for

/ / John vi. sr- 40, 44,45 65 f John x. 16.26—30.
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" these alone, but for them also, which shall believe on

" me through their word."* The election hath ob-

** tained it: and the rest were blinded."t ^^t let this

** suffice.

P. ccxlv. 1. 23. ' Can we, &c?'J God ' by a po-

* sitive law,' forbade Adam to eat the fruit of a certain

tree; and certainly he forbade the Jews, by positive law,

to crucify their holy Messiah: yet he foresaw, and pre-

dicted, and consequently had decreed, " in his deter-

*' minate counsel and foreknowledge," the crucifixion

of the Messiah: and he might secretly determine to

leave Adam to himself, for most wise and holy pur-

poses; and yet forbid him to eat of the fruit of that tree.

But as nothing express is spoken concerning such a

decree; however it may seem to follow, from the other

doctrines, which we do hold; it is presumptuous in us,

to deduce unrevealed conclusions, from revealed truths;

even though Calvin himself did it. Calvinists in gene-

ral do not hold, that ' Adam by his original formation

* was absolutely unable to obey; or that the continuance

* of innocence and happiness depended on a condition,

* that he was' either ' physically,'' or morally ' unable

* to obey,' nay, they maintain the contrary: but God
alone is immutable; a;"id a creature, however exalted and

excellent, must be changeable; and Adam changed, and

fell, by his own wilful and aggravated crime. The

entrance, however, of wickedness and misery, into the

creation of an Omnipotent God, who is Love, or even,

• John xvii. 2. 9. 20 \ Rom. xi. 7.

\ • Can we believe that God forbade the fall, which by an antecedent dc-

' cree he had rendered inevitable.'' That he gave a commandment to Adam,
" which by his original formation he was absolutely unable to obey? That he

' made the possession of Paradise, and the continuance of his innocence and

' happiness, to depend upon a condition, which it was physically impossible

' for him to fulfii?'
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the existence of them, is a difficulty, which the Scrip-

ture has not removed, and which man's reasonings

never can remove; but which will, no doubt be cleared

up, at the day of " wrath and revelation of the righteous

*' judgment of God." It is an undeniable fact, on

every supposition, and bears equally upon the senti-

ments of all men, except avowed Atheists: yet it is the

grand difficulty of all; and if any man could satisfacto-

rily solve it, all others might be more easily removed.

But, though the " judgments of God are a great deep,

•* his righteousness is like the strong mountain."

P. ccxlvi. 1. 4. * It -was, &c.'* It is a relief to the

* * Tt was indeed a decree of God, to create man and to endow him witlx

• free-agency; but the bad actions of men, which arose from the abuse of this

• free-will, are not to be considered as the decrees of God. All which can

' be said of them with reference to God is, that they are the consequence of

' his decree. It is indispensably necessary to distinguish between those

• works which are done by the immediate will and operation of God, and

• those works which are done by free-agents who derive their free-agency

• from him. The former may very properly be said to be the decrees of

' God, because " known unto God are all his works, from the beginning of the

" world:" of this kind are the creation of man, the call of Abraham, and the

' Redemption tlirough Christ. But the actions of free-agents can only be

• said to be permitted by God; and of this kind are the fall of Adam, and

' every other human transgression of the divine will. Many of God's de-

• crees arose from the foreseen conduct of men; such as, the deluge, the giv-

' ing of the law by Moses, and the revelation of his will from time to time

« by the prophets. And God frequently makes the sinfulness of men the

< means of accomplishing his own wise and gracious purposes, of which we

• have^a signal instance in the death of our Saviour himself, who "by wicktd

" hands was crucified and slain," and thus made "the propitiation for the

"sins of the whole world:" ' in this manner was Christ "delivered by tlie

" determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God," • and the Jews and Ro-

• man Gentiles " did whatsoever the hand and the counsel of God determined

" before to be done." * Not only God's own immediate works are known to

'.him from the beginning of the world, but also all the works of all liis crea-

' tures. All futurity is open to his view. He knows all the words, thoughts,

'and actions of men, and all the. events passing at any one moment, or

' which will hereafter take place, in every part of the universe. He is not

• circumscribed by the relations either of time or place; past, present, and to

' come, near and remote, are to him the same. Nothing gives a mora sublime

' idea of the attributes of tjie Deity, than this consideration, that tlie whole,
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mind, in making these remarks; (though in some re-

spects it increases the difficulty;) that an unexpected

transition sometimes is made, from language most hos-

tile to our sentiments, to that of concurrence and amity.

Taking this passage together, there is scarcely any

thing, to which a moderate Calvinist would object. In-

deed, as far as it goes, it expresses Calvin's views of

the subject, as I shall make it appear, in a subsequent

part of this v/ork, by translations of some parts of the

Helvetick confession, &c. I do not say, that it con-

tains all Calvin's views. He certainly maintained, that

the decree of God, respecting man, extended* much
further, than merely to ' create him, and endue him
* with free-agency:"' and the purpose of permitting his

fall, and the entrance of sin and misery, must have

formed a part of it. But as the Scripture says nothing

explicit concerning that decree, I shall be silent about

it. All the decrees of God, concerning those, who are,

in any way, " appointed to wrath,'* were formed in fore -

sight, that the persons concerned would deserve that

wrath; all concerning the Saviour and his salvation, on

the foresight that men would need such a Saviour and

salvation; and all those, which relate to those, whom
*' God from the beginning chose unto salvation, through

" sanctilication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth,"

were formed on the foresight, that he would " save

" them, and call them, with an holy calling, not accord-

" ing to their works, but according to his own purpose

*' and grace, which was given them in Christ, before

' ag£jregate and series of events, co-existing over immensity of space, and

* successive through endless ages of eternity; some resulting from the free-

' will of rational agents, and others dependent upon the operation of irra-

' tional or mechanical cuuses,—are at once present to his all-seeing eye.

* However incompetent we may be to the full comprehension of such perfec-

* tlon, it is impossible to contemplate it without feelings of devout admira-

' tion and religious awe '
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" the world began. "*^—-tt is worthy of the reader's

notice, that the sacred writers, speaking on these sub-

jects, continually call our attention to what preceded,

or was coeval with, "the foundation of the world."

** The kingdom prepared for you from the foundation

'* of the world." '" He hath chosen us in him before

** the foundation of the world." " Who verily was

" foreordained before the foundation of the world."

*' The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."

" Whose names were not written in the book of life

" from the foundation of the world. "f " In hope of

** eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised be-

*' fore the world began."| This language naturally

suits the Calvinistick system; but it is seldom used, or

quoted, by Anticalvinists, except in attempting to

prove, that it does not countenance our doctrine.—The

rest of the quotation is very good, and the conclusion of

it admirable.

P. ccxlix. 1. 7. * The effusions, &c.'§ Had no ex- ,

pressions of this kind been found, in the language of

the inspired writers, the method here taken of account-

ing for them, as used by pious persons, might be admis-

sible: and it certainly is no discredit to them, that they

naturally spring from humble convictions of deserving

punishment, and are ' the effusions of piety and grati-

' tude.' But it cannot be admitted, that they, who

wrote by immediate inspiration, expressed their internal

• 2 Tim. i. 9. f Matt. xxv. 34. Eph, i. 4. 1 Pet. i. 20. Rev.

xiii. 8. xvii. 8. + Tit. i. 2.

§ ' The efFusions of piety and gratitude, and the stings of repnorse, would

^ ultimately lead to expressions, which might seem to convey the idea of

' divine decrees universally directing and controlling liuman conduct and

* human affairs. The finite derivative agency of man would be lost in the

' ittfinite self-exist ing power of God; and events, foreseen by God, as result-

' ing from the free exei-cise of faculties conferred l>y himself, would be con-

' sldered as commanded and eppuinted by him.'
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feelings^ in such language as did not accurately state

the truth, which they were commissioned to make
known to maakind. ' Events foreseen by God, as

' resulting from the free exercise of powers conferred

' by himself;' at least keeps out of sight, the change

made in human nature by the fall; and the renewing

grace' of the Holy Spirit, from whom ' all holy desires,

* all good counsels, and all just works do proceed.*

Calvinists are far from holding, that God commanded
all those actions of men, which are done in accomplish -

ing his appointments.

p. ccxlix. 1. 18. ' There is^ &c.'* No man * as-

' cribes to the Deity a mode of acting,' which he him-

self thinks to be * inconsistent with the divine attri-

* butes.' Here indeed we all are liable to mistake. One
ascribes to God * a mode of acting,' which another man
supposes to be * inconsistent with his attributes.* But,

whatever we may think on any subject, reverence of

the ini&nite Majesty of heaven best becomes us. The
rest of the passage is very just: but how it consists with

what follows, the reader must determine.

P. ccl. 1. 8. ' But that^ &c.'t After what has been

* • There is a great tlifference between the not being able to comprehend
' the whole or any particular part of the divine economy, and the ascribing

* to the Deity a mode of acting inconsistent with his attributes. Thus, I do

' not attempt to explain, or pretend to understand, how the free-agency of

» man is reconcileable with the prescience of God. I cannot comprehend
' how those future contingencies, whicl\ depend upon the determination of

' the human v/ill, should be so certainly and infallibly foreseen, as to be the

' objects of the sure word of prophecy: still, however, I believe both in the

' prescience of God and free-agency of man^ for the reasons already statea;

' and I see in them no contradiction to each other, or to any acknowledged

* truth. Here is a just exercise of my faith, upon a subject which exceeds

' the limits of my vmders landing; it is above, but not contrary to, reason.'

t
' But that God should of his own good pleasure, without any respect to

' their conduct, irreversibly predestinate one part of mankind to eternal

' happiness, and tlie other p;irt to everlasting misery, is a doctrine which I

* consider so inconsistent with the attributes of infinite justice and infinite
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argued and stated, on the preceding part of this chapter,

it is not needful to mark particularly, the misapprehen-

sions of the Calvinists' doctrine, which this passage

contains. God indeed ' irreversibly predestinates one
^

* part of mankind to eternal happiness:' and knowing

that they would neither deserve it, nor be fit for it, but

quite the contrary; nay, that if left to themselves, they

would refuse the proffered blessing; he purposed, by
" regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit," to

bring them to repentance, faith, love, holiness, and

heaven; as stated in our seventeeth article. But, few

modern Calvinists, if any, maintain that God irreversi-

bly decreed another part of mankind to everlasting

misery, without respect to their foreseen deserving of

it. Again, we do not hold, that God created * some
* men for the purpose of being eternally miserable,

* without giving them the capacity of avoiding that

'misery.' For first, we consider man as being at pre-

sent far different from what God created him; a fallen

apostate rebel, a " child of wrath," and " a vessel of

" wrath fitted for destruction;" and ** it is of th^

" Lord's mercies," that we are not all left finally to pe-

rish in our sins. Secondly, We consider even fallen man,

as wanting no capacity^ for embracing the gospel of

free mercy, but a disposition, a willing mind: and * it^

* is acknowledged, that man has not the disposition, and

* consequently not the ability, to do what in the sight

' of God is good; till he is influenced by the Spirit of

* mercy, that I cannot bring' myself to believe it. It is not merely that I std

* unable to reconcile these two things, or to anderstand how they are con-

' sistent vvitb each other; but it appears to me a palpable contradiction to

' say, that a just and merciful God created some men for the purpose of being

« eternally miserable, without giving- them the capacity of avoiding' that

* misery. And to add, as the Calvinists do, that God acted thus to promote

' his own glory, is so dreadful an assertion, that I should not conceive it

' possible to be mad;e by persons calling themsdves christians.'

VOL I. 3 M
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* God. ^*—
* And to add, as the Calvinists do, that God

' acted thus to promote his own glory, &c.* That

' God created man for the purpose of his being eternally

* miserable,' exclusive of his foreseen wickedness, and

this ' to promote his own glory;' would indeed be ' a

* dreadful assertion, which I should not have conceived

* it possible to be made by persons calling diemselves

* christians.' But quotations from our writings, and

from several of them, expressly maintaining this doc-

trine, are indispensably nece'ssary; when it is said ' As
* the Calvinists do.^ It is true, some individuals, calling

themselves Calvinists, but called by us Antinomians, if

not blasphemers, have maintained very dreadful senti-

ments: but the body of Calvinists are no more charge-

able with their extravagancies, than the refuters of Cal-

vinism are with the heresies and iniquities of the multi-

tudes, who oppose or ridicule our doctrines. Let us

only be judged by our tenets, and not by the tenets of

those whom we disclaim, and protest against to the

utmost of our ability. Till quotations be adduced, from

the writings of modern Calvinists, and of the evangelical

clergy, clearly proving that we avow the sentiments

here ascribed to us, I must confidently pronounce this to

be an unfounded^ and unsubstantiated charge against us.

' Aliud est maledicere^ aliud accusare: acciisatio crimen

* desiderata rem tit dejiniat, hominem ut notet^ argumento

^ probet^ teste conjirmet, &c.' {Cicero.)—I shall show

hereafter, that I am not Calvin's disciple; though I re-

vere him, as no common man, either as a scholar, a

theologian, or a christian; it will then appear, that, he

used exceptionable words, at least in my judgment, on

this very point; but by no means importing all, which

is here implied. It is, however, exclusively the cause

I

" • Page 66, Refutation.
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o^ modern Calvinists, and especially those of the esta-

blished church, which I have undertaken to plead. And
let our oppenents prove, if they can, that one in ten, or

twenty of those, who have committed themselves, by

publishing their sentiments, hold that God decreed to

consign any portion of mankind to everlasting misery,

without regard to their foreseen conduct as deserving

it. This at least, I avow, and a large majority of my
brethren will join with me; that I wholly disclaim all

such nominal Calvinists, as deliberately maintain that

sentiment. The Lambeth articles,* though very open

to objection, say: ' Those who are not predestinated to

' salvation, shall be necessarily damned Jor their shis.^

Even in the decrees of the synod of Dort, which are

peculiarly obnoxious, they who are secluded ' from

* saving grace,' are considered, not merely as creatures,

but as sinners; else why should impenitency have been

mentioned? But, supposing that even Calvin, and other

eminent persons clogged their doctrines with senti-

ments, which we avowedly consider as unscriptural; are

these same sentiments, overcharged and distorted, to be

imputed to those very persons, who disavow them:

merely because, in the grand outline of their creed,

they coincide with these eminent men? I must own I

cannot see either ' justice, or mercy,' in this way of

exposing us to publick odium and contempt. In re-

spect of the concluding part of this quotation— ' So
' inconsistent with the attributes of infinite justice and

* infinite mercy, that I cannot bring myself to believe

* it;'t I would by no means excuse the doctrine, con-

cerning which this is said. I have already shown how
essentially it differs from our doctrine: but we all have

our difficulties, and some things meet us, in the Scrip-

• See Chap, vii | See Remarks on p. 243, Refutation.
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tures, which we cannot reconcile with our ideas of the

divine perfections. Few have experienced this more,

than I have done. But shall we, on this ground, re-

ject any revealed truth? Shall we hesitate about credit-

ing the '' sure testimony of God?" We may indeed,

carefully and humbly examine the language of inspira-

tion, that we may be satisfied of its real import: but,

that being ascertained, we must bow our understanding

to the declaration and testimony of God, I am a fool,

a child, a rebel: I am too partial in my own cause, to

be a competent judge, how it behoves the Sovereign of

the world to deal with rebels: I must sit at the feet of

him, who is The Truth, to learn the first principles

of heavenly wisdom; and especially I must learn to

adore the depths, which I cannot fathom.

P. ccl. 1. 2c, * This, &c.'* If God has decreed the

eternal damnation of any, who will be found at the day

of judgment, not to have deserved it; this pathetic re-

presentation will appear to be founded on truth and fact.

But, if this will not be the case, it must of course fall

to the ground. The concluding part, as detached from

the preceding statement concerning the decrees of God,

might serve the purpose of one, who believed the doc-

trine of universal salvation. ' An irrevocable sentence of

' everlasting torment is itself a whole, and open to no
^ misconception; endless and irremediable pain, known

• ' This is not a difficult}' in the dispensations of God towards men, which
* relates to this world only, and m;iy be corrected in that which is to come;

* it comprehends both worlds, both states of human existence, present and

* future; it is a decree extendini^ to all eternity, absolute and irreversible.

* Nor is it a system partially and imperfectly described, in which we maybe
' at present deceived, but which may hereafter appear wise, just, and merci-

' ful, when completely revealed, and fully understood—an irrevocable sen-

* tence of everlasting^ torment is of itself a whole, and opeH to no misconcep,

' tion—endless and irremedi.-ible phin, known by the sufferers to be such, ad-

* mits of no palliative, no consolation, no hope.'
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^ by the sufferers to be such, admits of no palliative no
* consolation, no hope.' Now suppose this spoken, not

concerning an eternal decree, but concerning the sen-

tence of the Judge, at the last day, " Depart from me,
" ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil »

" and his angels;" in order to excite men's passions

against the sentence and the Judge; or to induce them

to conclude, that it vv^ill never be pronounced and in-

flicted: how would an Anti-calvinist, who firmly be-

lieved, that the sentence will be both pronounced and in-

flicted, answer such a pathetic declaimer? Would he

not say, ' The only question is, Whether the wicked
' deserve their doom: if they do, " their mouths must
*' be stopped;" ' and they must " be silent in dark-

*' ness." Now, will any more crimes be proved against

the wicked, at the day of judgment, when, " God shall

" bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and ma-
" nifest the counsels of all hearts;" than he foreknew^

that they would commit, when he decreed to leave

them to the consequences and punishment of their sins?

And in what respect is the decree more liable to objec-

tion, as grounded on this foreknowledge, than the sen-

tence will be, as at length pronounced and executed by

the Judge himself?

P. ccli. Note from Grotius translated. ' As God, &c.'*

• ' As God from eternity foreknows all things, which shall actually take

* place; and therefore knows, that this man would believe in Christ unto the

* end; but that man would not so believe: it is certain, that God decreed, to

' this man, thus considered, life, to that eternal death. For whatsoever he
' doeth in time, that he decreed to do from eternity: but in time he saveth
* this man who believes, and damns that man, who believes not. Therefore,

' that we may speak with Fulgentius, he predestinated those unto punish-

' ment, w^ho, he foreknew, would depart from him, by the fault of a wicked
' will; and he predestinated to the kingdom, those whom he foreknew, by
' the help of his preventing mercy, would believe; and by the aid of his follow-

' ing mercy would remain in him; and this decree of saving individual personsj

* through faith foreseen, but not on account of fliith foreseen, all thecatholick

' writers, understood by the name of predestination, before the times of Au-
' Grustine.'
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This note, from such a man as Grotius, is of great im-

portance; for we are quite sure, that he would not con-

cede more, on our side of the argument, than he was

constrained by unanswerable argument to concede. Yet

he here allows, that ' predestination to life,' nay, predes-

tination to death eternal, is personal and individual; and

not that of nations, or collective bodies: that predestina-

tion, as he explains it, was known to the Catholick fa-

thers, before the times of Augustine: that the prevent-

ing and subsequent mercy of God concurred in pro-

ducing that faith, and that continuance in the faith,

which were foreseen in those, ' predestinated to life:'

and that it was ' through faith foreseen,' * but not on

* account of that faith,' that they were thus predestina-

ted. Surely Grotius, in this passage, approximates to a

Calvinistick creed! It may be asked, indeed, in what

does he differ from the Calvinists? At least, from

modern Calvinists. In nothing that I can perceive, but,

in speaking of ' preventing mercy;' instead of ' special

' and efficacious regenerating grace.' He means to

establish that co-operation of man with God, in the

first instance, in producing the willing mind, to believe

in Christ, which has already been fully considered. As

to the rest, we are of opinion, that the non-elect are

decreed to destruction, on account of their foreseen

wickedness, impenitence, and unbelief: and that God,

in decreeing the eternal salvation of the elect; decreed

also by his grace, to render them penitent, believing,

and holy. Only, had he left them without his special

grace, they too would have lived and died, impenitent,

unbelieving, and unholy.

P. cclii. 1. 13. • / reject, &c.** ' I reject the doc-

* ' 1 reject tjie Cilvlnistick doctiine of predestination, not because it is in-

comprehensible, but because 1 think it irreconcilable witU the justice and
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' trine, because I think it irreconcileable with the justice

* and goodness of God.' If the doctrine is unscrip-

tural, it ought to be rejected, whatever we may think

of it in this respect; if scriptural^ evidently scriptural,

our thoughts, which may be erroneous, (indeed in that

case must be erroneous, nay, presumptuous,) should be

repressed and silenced — ' The predestination of Cal-

* vinists is, in my judgment, of the latter description.'

Is there no danger, in such decisions, of " leaning to

" our own understanding?" There is much important

truth in the rest of the quotation.

P. cclii. Note. ' The, &c.'*

P. ccliv. 1. 17. ' Surely, &c.'t It has been stated,

' goodness of God. I c]jd not reject the doctrine of the prescience of God,
' though I profess myself incapable of comprehending how it consists with
* the other attributes of the Deity, and with the free-agency of Man. I do
* not say, that God's prescience is not consistent with his other attributes

' and the free agency of Man, but I say, that I am incapable of comprehend-
* ing hoiv they consist. The fact I believe, but the manner of accomplishing

' it, I do not understand. This is a very material distinction in theological

* subjects. Incomprehensibility is not a just ground for rejecting a doctrine;

' but if a doctrine contradicts any plainly revealed truth, it ought to be rci^

' jected. The predestination of CalviniS*.s, is in my judgment, of the latter

* description; the prescience of God, considered v/ith reference to the free-

' agency of man, is of the former description; I therefore reject tlie one, and
' admit the other. It is our duty, in a great variety of c.ises, to believe what
' we do not comprehend. We are called upon to exercise caution and
' humility in judging- of the mysterious dispensations of God, and of his in-

' comprehensible attributes, as a part of the trial to which we are subjected
' in this probationary state. The pride of the understanding, as well as the

' pride of the heart, is to be repressed. We are not to imagine that we have
" searched out God," ' or that we comprehend the reasons and designs of all

' that " he doeth in the armies of- heaven, and among the inhabitants of the

" earth." " Such knowledge is too wonderful for us; we cannot attain unto it.''

* 'The reconciling the prescience of God with the free-wiil of Man, Mr.
' Locke, after much tiiought on tiie subject, freely confessed he could not do,

* though he acknowledged both. And v/hat Mr. Locke could not do, in rea-

* soiling upon subjects of a metaphysical nature, I am apt to think few men,
' if any, can hope to perform.' (Lord Lyttleton's Letter to Mr. West.)

' f 'Surely there is no want of candour in saying, that those who maintain

' the Cxlvinistick doctrine of election, must also admit that of reprobation.
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that the word reprohation is not found in Scripture, nor

any original word answering to it; and that repro-

bate^ and reprobates^ are never used, with relation to

this subject. The opposite to electa and election^ ought

not therefore to be called reprohation; but some other

word should be employed to convey the idea. Some

have used the term preterition^ which is more exactly

expressive of our meaning; but neither is this scrip-

tural. The truth is, the Scriptures say a great deal

about the elect, and election, and predestination, to

life; but are nearly silent, as to those, who are not

" chosen unto salvation.*' Of this, the same general

reason may be assigned; as for the circumstance, that

we are not informed by the sacred writ ers, concerning

the bodies, which the wicked will resume at " the

** resurrection both of the just and of the unjust" or

what their appearance will be: while we are expressly

assured, that the bodies of the righteous, shall be spi-

ritual, glorious, and like unto the glorified body of the

Lord Jesus himself.^ Information concerning the for-

mer could only gratify on* curiosity, or perhaps excite

our horror; that on the latter is intimately connected

with our hope and encouragement, in life and death.

So, the scriptural doctrine, concerning election, is, as

Calvinists think, peculiarly suited to produce humility,

gratitude, patience, meekness; and to inspire confidence

in God, amidst conflicts, temptations, and afflictions:

whereas, further information concerning those, who are

* if it can be proved that reprobation necessarily foUov/s from election; and

' if our adversaries confess that the doctrine of reprobation is unfounded, it

* is strictly logical to show, that the doctrine of election is also unfounded,

* by proving that election cannot subsist without reprobation; unless it could

' be shown that those who are not predestinated to life eternal, maj' be an-

' nibilated, of which there is no hint in Scripture.'

• 1 Cor. rv. 42—55. Phil. iii. 21
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not elected, would answer no salutary purpose. And
if Calvinists had been as reserved in speaking on the

awful subject, as the sacred writers are; only dropping

a few occasional intimations in respect of it; probably it

would have abated the odium, which, by one means or

otlier, has been attached to their sentiments. This in-

deed evidently appears, by the earnestness which their

opponents manifest, to bring them in guilty of believ-

ing reprobation^ as well as election; even though they

avow that they do not believe it. It must, however, be

allowed, that if we believe, that some, not all, are elect-

ed to eternal life; we cannot consistently do otherwise

than believe that others are passed over, and not thus

elected. Yet I have known men, whose sincerity and

piety were unquestionable, who could not see this con-

sequence. They allowed, that some are elect, and will

certainly be saved; but that many others besides these

will eventually be saved. The consistency of such a

creed is another matter: but they thus held election, and

did not hold reprobation, or any thing of that nature:

and certainly they are not answerable for the opinions of

those who do. But supposing, that modern students of

the Scripture are convinced, that the doctrine of person-

al election to eternal life, is not only found in the sacred

oracles; but is expressly and particularly insisted on,

in many parts of them; and that, the non-elect are so

seldom, and cursorily spoken of, that we want a scrip-

tural name for them: on the other hand, reading the

works of Calvin, or other eminent persons of the same

school; they are convinced, that these learned men had

stated things in a different proportion, than that which

is observed in the word of God; and had said a great

deal more concerning reprobation, and the reprobate,

VOL. I. 3 N
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or non-elect: (" the rest,"*) than the Scripture does:

may not the modern students of Scripture, adhere to

the apostolical plan, thouiji they deviate from that of

Calvin and Beza, and many even of our own reform^

ers, and eminent writers? And must they, whether

they will or no, subscribe Calvin's whole cvcc(\\ because

they learn from the word of God, many of his doc-

trines?

—

NuUius addictus jurare in verba magistri^ I

must decline doing this, in respect of any uninspired

man who ever lived, except as I am convinced, that his

whole creed is scriptural. It may certainly be proved,

that election implies non-election; and those who con-

sider the latter as unfounded, do not very consistently

hold the former. But it is not any man, or number of

men, thinking a doctrine unfounded, that deprives of

its foundation, either the doctrine itself, or any of those

tenets that are connected with it. The foundation

of the doctrine of election is in the Holy Scriptures,

not in the sentiments of men; and this " foundation of

*' God standeth sure;" however " the faith" of some
" may be overthrown."—-I am pleased to find his Lord-

ship testify decidedly, that there is no hint in Scripture,

about the wicked being annihilated: indeed, there is the

most decisive testimony to the contrary. " Their worm
" dieth not."! " These shall go away into everlasting

'' punishment,"! But I hope, that we may amicably

argue the point, with those, who differ from us in opin-

ion; without being numbered among their adversaiues.

P. cclv. L 5. ' No medium, &c.'§ Dr. Davenant,

* Rom. xi. 7- t Mak'k ix. 43—49. ± Matt, xxv. 46.

§ * No medium, says Dr, Davenant, himself a cisting'ulshed Calviiiist, and

' of those who attended the Synod of Dort, can be assigned, either on God's
' part, betwixt the decrees of predestinating some men, and not predestinating-

' some others; or on men's part, betwixt men absolutely predestinated to the

' attainment of life eternal, and absohitely praetermitted, and left infallibly ^<j
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a decided Calvlnist, and Dr. Whitby, as decided an

Anti-calvinist, are here introduced as agreeing in the

same conclusion: yet, after all, some men are so incon-

sistent, as to believe election, and disbelieve * the abso-

' lute decree of reprobation.' I have no other objection

to either of these statements, except what respects the

language. It has been shown, that the decree of elec-

tion is absolute, and implies an express engagement of

God, to exert omnipotence, in carrying it into effect; by

regenerating, or new creating unto holiness, by bring-

ing to repentance, faith, and love; by upholding, and

protecting, and rendering finally victorious; and by

bringing to heavenly glory, all those whom he has elect-

ed. " Whom he did foreknow, he also did predesti-

*' nate, to be conformed to the image of his Son; that

" he might be the first born among many brethren.

" Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also

" called; and whom he called, them he also justified;

*' and whom he justified, them he also glorified."* But

we find no where in Scripture so particular an account

given concerning the non-elect. " God determined to

*' leave them unregcncrate;" not to give them, what

they had no right to. He would do them no wrong:

but he would not exert omnipotent po wer, in new cre-

ating them to holiness; but determined to leave them to

' fail of the obtainment of eternal life, which we call absolute reprobation.

' As for example, let us suppose the number of mankind to be two millions

' of men; if out of these, oue million only, by the decree of election, be infal-

* libly appointed to etei-nal life, and these certainly and absolutely distin-

' guislied from others, not onjy as to their number, but their persons also;

* who can deny, but that one million also, and those certain as to their per-

* sons, are as absolutely comprized under the decree of non-election or re-

* probation, as the others were under the decree of election or predestina-

' tion? So that, says Dr. Whiiby- there is no possibility of asserting one of
* these decrees, witliout owning the other also; and so whatsoever argument
* holds good against an absolute decree of reprobation, must certainly de-
' stroy the opposite decree of absolute election '

* Kom. viii. ?9.. r,Q. Sc &I<hi Art, xvi«.
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*' walk ill their own ways, and to be filled with their

'* own devices." It was a negative decree: a determina-

tion not effectually to interpose; not an absolute decree

of reprobation. Granting a pardon to some out of a

company of condemned malefactors, is a positive act;

but leaving the rest to suffer the sentence of the law, is

praterition^ and nothing more; whether any previous

determination had been made on the subject, or not.

Both these writers, however, lose sight of this circum-

stance; that these two millions, (or two millions of mil-

lions if they choose,) of men, were viewed in the divine

prescience, " as children of wrath," and " vessels of

*' wrath fitted for destruction;" and the decree was, to

effectually interpose to rescue some of them from this

awful condition, in which all might most justly have

been left; and to leave the rest to suffer the just

punishment due to their rebellions. Now if this will

be just, when carried into effect at the day of judgment;

why should it not be just to decree it? Whatever ar-

gument holds good, against the non- election of some,

holds also good, against the election of others. But

no scriptural argument holds good against either of

them; when properly stated, and explained.

P. cclvii. 1. 4. ^ If God, &c.'* The expression,

• * If God of his own good pleasure elected certain persons exclusivelv

< lo be eternally happy, by furnishing them, through his especial grace, with

' his own appointed means of faille in the death of Ciu-ist; it is implied, that

• those means are denied to the rest of the human race, who are passed over

• and left to their own unassisted powers. Tiiis denial or praeterition is in

' fact reprobation; for both Calvinists and ourselves believe, that * Man bv

• his own natural strengtli and good works cannot turn to faith,' the only

• appointed mean of salvation; and that the itiult and corruption of every man
• that is naturally engendered of Adam, deserveth God's wrath and damna-
• tion,' which he is of liimself unable to avertj and consequently, in the

• words of the 4th Lambeth Article, * Those who are not predestinated to

• salvation, shall be necessarily or inevitably damned for their sins.' * This

• was unquestionably the doctrine of former Calvinists, who were fully sensi-
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* furnishing them through his especial grace, with the

* appointed means of faith,' by no means conveys our

sentiment. It is a special grace, or favour, to be fur-

nished with the means of believing; which God grants

to the inhabitants of this favoured island, but not to

those of China or Japan. And, in fact, the divine con-

duct might as justly be objected to in this respect, as

in the other. But " means of faith," do not always

bring men to believe in Christ to salvation; indeed

never, without the special grace of his Holy Spirit: and

this special grace God is pleased, for wise and holy

purposes, which he has not seen good to reveal, to give

to some and not to others. This indeed is implied, in,

what is stated to be the common belief both of Calvin-

ists and their opponents. It follows from the conces-

sions of those, who consider the doctrine of non-election

unfoiyided; that they cannot consistently hold the doc-

trine of election: but their concessions prove nothing

further.

P. cclvii. 1. 4. * It being, &c.'* God created the

angels who fell, and became most wicked and misera-

ble. Did he not foresee this when he created them?

But was this * inconsistent with his goodness and mer-

* cy,' or with his justice? The angels, who sinned not

* ble that election and reprobation are inseparablj connected. If therefore

* reprobation be unfounded, which some modern Calvinists allow, it follows,

' upon their o^vn principles, that election also is unfounded, since the latter

* cannot exist without the former.'

• * It being contended that reprobation is unfounded, because it is obvi-

' ously inconsist3Pt with the mercy and goodness of God, it may be asked:

' Whether it be not also inconsistent with the mercy and goodness of God, to

( create men who he foresaw would be hereafter miserable? I answer, Cer-

< tainly not, and fur this plain reason; because, according to the system

' which we maintain, God has enabled every man born into the world, to

' work out his own salvation. Whoever .therefore is finally unhappy, is un'

' happy through his own fault; and the mercy of God is fully vindicated b\

* his giving to every individual of the human race the means of happiness.'
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are called *' the elect angels,"* let fallen angels then be

called the non-elect, or reprobate. Now, after their

foil, did God give to * every individual,' or to any, of

them, * the means of happiness?* " He spared not the

" angels, that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and

*' delivered them into chains of darkness, to be rc-

" served unto judgment."f But will any man plead

their cause, or impeach the divine pertiections on their

account? Had he not spared man, when he sinned, or

any of the fallen race, he would not have acted incon-

sistently with his justice, nor even with his goodness, as

Creator, towards his obedient creatures. All the ad-

vantages, afforded to fallen man, are from unmerited

grace and mercy; and what is of grace, cannot be of

debt; and might therefore be justly withheld. To sup-

pose, that God would not have acted towards us, as it

became him, had he not given us the gospel, is to take

away the very foundation of the gospel; and to suppose,

that, instead of ' the gift of free mercy,' it is a sort of

amends made to those, who would otherwise have been

injuriously treated. In what sense * God hath enabled

* every man born into the world, *' to work out his own
" salvation," does not appear, A vast majority of the

human race have hitherto not had * the means of grace,'

or of happiness; but have been " without Christ, with-

*' out hope, and without God in the world." They
have been, and are, nearly, though not exactly, in the

case, in which all would have been, if God had left the

whole human race, without any interposition, to walk
" ii] their own ways;" without a Saviour, a Gospel, a

Sanctifier. And it will be as hard, (if fallen man have

any claim on his offended Creator,) to clear up this dif.

ficulty, as that which attends the election of some, and

• 1 Tim. V. 21. t 2 Pet. ii. 4. Jude 6.
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not of Others of the same fallen creatures, to eternal

life. Whoever, on the Calvinist system, as well as

on that of their opponents, is finally unhappy, is unhap-

py through his own fault. Whoever being favoured

with the gospel, lives and dies rejecting it, perishes

through his own fault: no decree of God compelled him
to sin, or prevented his repentance; but the love of the

world and of sin, with the pride, enmity, and wicked-

ness of his own heart. God merely determined, not to

work in him a new creation to prevent this. And the

question is, whether, if he had determined thus to leave

us all, with or without the means of grace, to ourselves,

we should not, universally, have broken his command-
ments, and lived, and died, and perished in obstinate

rebellion against him- The Calvinists firmly believe;

they think, according to the testimony of Scripture, that

this would have been the case: and that gratuitous

election, and efficacious calling as the consequence,

alone make any man to differ, in this essential manner,

from others of his fellow- creatures.*

P, cclvii. 1. 24. ' Thus^ &c.'t Calvinists certainly

think, (however it may appear to others,) that their

views, are not only consistent with all the perfections of

God; but that they peculiarly display the harmonious

glory of his whole character; the glory of his infinite

justice and mercy, power and wisdom; holiness and

faithfulness; condescension and compassion; and of every

* Eph. ii. 1—5. Tit. iii. 2—7.

t ' Thus, the Calvinist, in maintaining the doctrine of partial redemption.

' iwithout any regard to merit or demerit in the object.s of God's favour or

' rejection, triumpliantly asks, " Had not the glorious Ijeing who created the

" universe, a right to create it for what purpose he pleased?'' ' It is not de.

' nied that God had a right, founded on^the uncontrollable will of the Creator

' over his creatures, to consign the far greater part of men to eternal misery^

' and to bestow eternal happiness on a chosen few, although there was in

' themselves no ground whatever for sucli a distiliction.'
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attribute, which can be conceived of, as admirable,

adorable, and, lovely: and, could they be convinced of

the contrary, they would (at least many of tjiem) re-

nounce their principles. For they cannot conceive, that

a scriptural creed should exhibit the glorious God any

otherwise, than as acting in character: not merely as not

doing what is inconsistent with his perfections; but as

doing every thing, (which, when j)roperly understood),

is suited to display the glory of them, to all holy crea-

tures, and to all eternity, in the most advantageous

manner imaginable; and indeed, far beyond created

imagination or conception. We may be mistaken; for

we are fallible, as well as our opponents: but (I can an-

swer only for myself; though I am assured numbers

can say the same,) we read every thing, that is suppo-

sed by the publick, most ably to combat our senti-

ments; we compare what these publications say, with

the Scriptures; and we pray to the Giver of all wisdom,

to enlighten our minds, and open our understandings to

understand the Scripture: and yet, we are so far from

being convinced, that our sentiments are dishonourable

to God, that we feel an increasing assurance, that they

are the direct contrary. Either some more effectual

method, therefore, must be taken of setting us right,

or the difference must be left to be settled at the day of

judgment, and by the light of the eternal world. It

would occasion endless repetition to note such expres-

sions as partial (instead of particular,) redemption,

which many of us do not hold; or * rejection, without

* any regard to demerit,' wliich even the Lambeth arti-

cles do not suppose.* It would have been a satisfac-

tion^ to have had some quotations from those Calvin-

ists, who ' triumphantly ask. Had not, &;c.* No doubt

* See on p. 256, Refutation,
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some men have used this kind of language: but it is

very unbecoming such poor, erring, sinful mortals as

we are, to speak in this manner of God. Indeed, even

where we do not see his justice and mercy, it behoves

to be silent: but to allow that God dooms men to hell,

without their demerit; and then, to step forward to jus-

tify this, on the ground of the divine sovereignty, is

highly reprehensible. " Will ye speak wickedly for

" God? and talk deceitfully for him? Will ye accept

*' his person? Will ye contend for God?"* Indeed, I

should be far less liberal, in concession, on this subject,

than even his Lordship is. I am sure, the glorious

Sovereign of the universe has a right to do whatever

he pleases: but I am equally sure, that it is absolutely

impossible, that he can please to consign his rational

creatures to any kind or degree of misery, which they

have not deserved. " Shall not the Judge of all the

'* earth do right?" His sovereingty is that of infinite

wisdom, justice, truth, goodness, and mercy. It is far

more possible for the sun to produce cold and darkness,

than for any thing unjust to proceed from God: and to

speak of a sovereign right to do, what when done would

be wrong, and ' inconsistent with the goodness and

* mercy, and justice of God,' is inconsistent with sound

logick and sober reasoning. In many things, it is our

duty to be silent, and to adore the depths, which we

cannot fathom: but surely we ought never to step for-

ward, as claiming a right for God to do, what it is im-

possible he should do; and which he no where has so

much as intimated a purpose of doing!—There is in-

deed, no ground of difference whatever, in man's deser-

vinars, between those who are chosen to salvation, and

» Job. xiii, 7—10.

VOL. I. 3 Q
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those who are not, but all deserved to perish: they who

are left, deserve their doom, as it will appear " in the

" day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment

" of God;" and they who are saved, are saved by mercy

and grace, in all respects undeserved, and contrary to

their deservings.

P. cclviii. Note. 1. 12. * Ifa law, &c.'* This pas-

sage shows, very perspicuously, the difference between

that arhilrary capricious tyranny, which we abhor to

think of, in connexion with the divine sovereignty; but

which we are, most unjustly, supposed to maintain; and

ihaX-just and equitable sovereignty, which we ascribe to

God; except, that no example from human aifairs, can

give an adequate view of the perfection of all the de-

crees and dispensations of Jehovah.

P, cclix. 1. 1. * God, &c.'t Almighty power, if it

could possibly exist apart from justice, wisdom, truth,

and love, would be as dreadful and odious, as the divine

character is adorable and lovely: but how could God
have a right, * founded on the uncontrollable will of

' the Creator, over his creatures;' to adopt ' a conduct,

' concerning which there can reasonably be a question,

* whether it would be consistent with infinite justice,

^ and infinite mercy?' " The Lord is righteous in all

• * If a law be made, that death shall be the consequence of the comm is-

• sion of any particular crime—(theft, for example) is not a man who steals.

' as much sentenced to the punishment of death, b}' a decree promulg-ated

by absolute authority, as a slave condemned to die by the order of his

• master, without having done any thing worthy of deatli? The slave had no

• means of escaping death. The thief, if he had not stolen, would not have

' been punished by the law. In one case,- the death of the man proceeds

' from the will of a capricious tyrant; in tlie other, from the transgression

* of a known law: but this law originated in the ttnll of the Sovereign.''

Y
' God might have acted in this manner, had his only attribute been that

* of almighty power. But the question is, whether such a conduct would

« have been consistent with infinite justice and infinite mercyv which every

« clivistian acknowledges to be attributes of the Deity.'
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** his ways, and holy in all his works." ** Clouds and

" darkness are round about him; righteousness and
*' judgment are the basis of his throne."* Many abso»

lute princes indeed, have taken the liberty, and claimed

the privilege, of being unjust; yet no power can give a

right to do what is wrong: but our mighty Sovereign

" cannot lie," *' he cannot deny himself." Indeed, the

word rights is wholly improper for the subject. " He
" doeth according to his will, in the army of heaven,

" and among the inhabitants of the earth, and none can

** stay his hand, or say to him, What doest thou?"

But " the King's power loveth judgment:" and it is

unmeaning to speak of a right to do, what it is impos-

sible should ever be done.

P. cclix. 1. 7. ' Could, &c.'t If God had made
man, as he now is, this reasoning might be admitted:

but if *' God made man in his own image,'* fand pro-

nounced him " very good:" and if he by wilful apostacy

and rebellion became very wicked, even so as to resem-

ble the devil, in all the grand outlines of his character;

and if one generation after another wilfully repeats and

perpetuates the original rebellion; the whole of it falls

to the ground. The doctrine of the fall, and of origi-

nal sin, (one main subject of the first chapter,) is com-

pletely lost sight of in this argument: and, by a similar

method of arguing, if we should speak of fallen angels

as .the creatures of God, and leave the reader to suppose

that he made them what they now are, without taking

in the consideration of their wilful apostacy; something

very plausible might be adduced either against the deal-

• Ps. xcvii. 2. Mekon, or makon from Cun to establish, to prepare.

•) * Could a just and merciful God endow men with the admirable faculties

* of perception and reason, place them in a transitory world abounding with

' enjoyments and temptations, and, by an arbitrary and irreversible decree,

* deny them the means of escaping everlasting torment in a life to come" ,
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ings of God with them; or against the scriptural doc-

trine concerning them. If it would not have been

consistent with all the divine perfections, to have left

the whole of the fallen human race, without a Redeemer,

or ithe means of escaping,' "the wrath to come:''

then, it must be repeated, the whole plan of redemption,

and all its component parts, concerning which the sa-

cred >\riters speak almost in rapturous language, of

" the praise of the glory of his grace," " of love that pas-

" seth knowledge," of " the riches of his glory, &c,"

was in fact nothing more, than a provision due to us,

which could not have been honourably withheld. " The
*' ministration of condemnation is glorious;" though

the ** ministration of righteousness," and " of the

" Spirit, exceeds in glory." There would indeed, in

our case, have been no display of pardoning mercy and

saving grace, any more than there is, in the Lord's dis-

pensations towards fallen angels: and had he not, either

inthe case of fallen man, or in some other instance,

displayed this glorious and endearing attribute; it might

have been supposed, that the perfection of his justice

and holiness, excluded the possibility of showing mercy

to rebels and enemies. This is then the grand display

of the divine glory in the gospel, " a just God and a

^' Saviour:" but this giory implies, that he might con-

sistently have withheld, what he now imparts " to the

*' praise of the glory of his grace:" or he might have

selected other objects, for the display of his glorious

mercy and grace; and have glorified his justice in pun-

ishing men, according to their deservings. The ^vord

arbitrary here again occurs: and again, language is used,

which either implies, that the conduct of God, in leav-

ing any of our race, without the means of salvation,

cannot be justified; or that the most ignorant heathens

may be saved by the light of nature, without the gos
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pel; directly contrary to the eighteenth article of our

church.

P. cclix. I. 27. * If any, 8tc.'* The appearance

of inconsistency may be owing to our partial or preju-

diced minds; or our scanty information, or our mistaken

notions. Nothing can be true, as to the divine appoint-

ments, which is really inconsistent with the moral per-

fections of God: but almost every part of revealed truth

appears to numbers, inconsistent with them; some, to

pne description of men, and some to another. " The
*' preaching of the cross is foolishness to them that

*' perish." Some argue against the history of the crea-

tion, and the fall of man; others against the dealings of

God, with the Egyptians, Canaanites, Amalekites, &c:

others contend in like manner against the future and

eternal punishment of the wicked: others against the

mystery of the Trinity, the Diety of Christ, the atone-

ment, regeneration, justification by faith, and salvation by

grace J but all under the supposition, that the doctrine,

or dispensation, against which they contend, appears

inconsistent with the divine perfections, or with some

of them. But is this reasoning conclusive? Man is a

/ child, an ignorant, erring creature; he mistakes appear-

ancesfor realities, in every thing. Man is a sinner, a

party concerned, under the dominion of self-love; and,

as a criminal, in self vindication, must be tempted to

think, that the dreadful sentence of the Judge, appears

too rigorous i or even unjust. Who is there among us,

that has lived many years in the world; and not seen

through the delusive appearances which once imposed

on him? We have still our prejudices.^ undiscovered by

ns; for ifwe once discovered them, they would cease to

• ' If any inconsistency with these perfections appears in any propose*!

'^ system, we need not hesitate to pronounce the system false and ground-
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be our prejudices. " To the law and to the testimony:*'

he who refuses to beheve the express and plain testi-

mony of God, because to his partial and purblind rea-

son, it appears inconsistent with some divine perfection;

believes in his own reasonings, and not in the word of

God; and refuses to believe God, if his own understand-

ing will not vouch for the truth of what he says. And
the less he ' hesitates to pronounce the doctrine, or sys-

* tern,' which he cannot prove to be unscriptural, ' false,

' and groundless';' the less of the humility and docility

of a little child is manifested.

P. cclx. 1. 2. * The knoivji, &c.'* The attributes

of God, however made known, are not exclusively our

guides, in these disquisitions: for his express declara-

tions also must be attended to; concerning what he has

done, and what he will do; and concerning the motives

and objects of his decrees and dispensations. " The
** Lord made all things for himself; yea, even the wick-

*' ed for the day of evil."t *' That in the ages to come,

• 'The known attributes of God, collectively taken, as they are declared

'
in Scripture, and manifested in the works of Creation, can alone guide us

' to truth, in our disquisitions concerning his designs in the formation of

* man; and the exclusive consideration of a single attribute, has been the

* common source of difference of opinion among the learned upon this inter-

• esting subject. Divines seem to argue concerning the Deity, from what

' they observe to take place among men. It is indeed true, that we too

' often see those, whose lot it is to govern their fellow-creatures, exercise

• their power in utter contempt of every principle of justice and mercy:

' others we see studious only to act according to the rigid rules of justice,

• without attending to the calls of mercy: a few we -nay see yielding to the

« momentary impulse of compassion, without regarding the claims of justice:

* and even the wisest and most conscientious of men are frequently at a loss

' to devise the means of acting in strict conformity both to the essential

^ laws of justice, and to the milder dictates of mercy. All this necessarily

^ belongs to the nature of a frail and imperfect being; but the Deity, whose

• ways are not as men's ways, is entirely free from every defect and limita-

- tion of this kind. With Him there is no opposition, no clashing, no diffi- ,

' culty. His dispensations are the result of the concurrent operation of his

perfect attributes.'

j Prov. XV!. 4.
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" he might show the exceeding riches of his grace, in

" his kindness towards us through Jesus Christ." " To
*' the intent, that now unto the principalities and pow-
" ers, in heavenly places might be known by the church
** the manifold wisdom of God; according to the eter-

" nal purpose, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our

** Lord."* The historical part of scripture, as far as

the divine conduct is concerned, illustrates the informa-

tion given concerning the perfections of God; and the

doctrinal and preceptive part of the sacred oracles give

us instruction, concerning a variety of particulars, in

which we should otherwise have remained ignorant, or

have been bewildered in error. " The law entered,

'* that the offence might abound; but where sin abounds

" cd grace did much more abound."t We should

scarcely have discovered this end, which God proposed,

in giving the law, by abstract reasonings on his moral

perfections.

P. cclxi. 1. 9. 'It, &c.'t *' The law is holy, just,

*' and good:" and its awful sentence is most righteousj

and this, apart from redemption; which indeed was in-

tended to render the rich mercy of God consistent with

his glorious justice, in the salvation of sinners. The
words * compatible with his mercy, ^ may be compared

with those of the apostle on the same subject. *' To the

* Eph. ii. 7. iii. 10, 11. \Yiom. v. 20.

t ' It, (Redemption) vindicates the justice of God, by making every one

* who disobeys his laws, liable to death and punishment; and it Is compatible

' with his mercy, inasmuch as it provides the means of avoiding the punish-

' ment diJe to wilful disobedience. This is not done by a capricious revoca-

* tion of the sentence pronounced, by an unconditional offer of pardon, or by
* any weak or inadequate compromise. A full satisfaction and complete atone-

* ment for the sins of the whole world are found in the precious blood of the
' eternal and only-begotten Son of God; but even this sacrifice, inestimahJe

' as it is, and universal as it may be, does not necessarily procure salvation

' for men; much remains to be done by themselves, before they can have anr
' share in the benefits of their Redeemer's death.'
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*' praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made
" us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have re-

" demption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,

** accordmg to the riches of his grace, wherein he hath

" abounded towards us, in all wisdom and prudence.''*

The grand end of redemption is the display of the glory

of God, especially the glory of his meicy and grace;

and to render this compatible with the glory of his jus-

tice.—Much indeed remains to be done by us, in order

that we may partake of the salvation of the gospel; and,

in order to this, much must be done in us^ by the new

creating Spirit of God. We " must be born again;" we

must be quickened from the death of sin to the life of

righteousness. " By grace are ye saved, through faith,

" and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
*' not of works, lest any man should boast: for we are

*' his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
*• works; which God has before ordained, that we shoidd

** walk in them."t '• Let us beseech him,' therefore, ' to

* grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit:' and,

while we own and attend to the duty of '* working

" out our own salvation with fear and trembling," let

us not forget, that "it is God who worketh in us both

*' to will and to do of his good pleasure: '"f
' The condi-

* tion of man, after the fall of Adam is such, that he

* cannot turn and prepare himself by his own nat-

* ural strength, and good works, to faith and calling

* upon God: v/herefore we have no power to do good

* works pleasant and acceptable to God, without the

* grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may
* have a good will; and working in us, when we have

* that will.'§ *• It is acknowledged, that man has not the

' disposition, and consequently not the ability, to do

• Ejjh. :. 6—8 t ^^ph- Ji- 8—10. "

t Phil- U- ^h 12. § Art. x.
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* what in the sight of God is good, till he is influenced

* by the Spirit of Christ.'* The doctrine of the Holy

Spirit, ' who sanctifieth all the elect people of God:'

and by whose sacred and omnipotent operation, a new

creation is wrought, and sinners are made both willing

and able, to repent, believe, love, and obey; is so im-

portant a part of the plan of salvation: and his work in

the heart, by which one man is made to differ from

another, is so essential a part of salvation itself; that it is

wonderful, it should not be at all mentioned, in so ex-

pressly stating the way of salvation by the gospel.

P. cclxi. 1. 27. ' There woiildy &c.'t ' There is

* no difference: for " all have sinned, and come short

*' of the glory of God: being justified freely by his

*' grace, through the redemption, that is in Christ Je-

" sus."| '* I will put my laws into their mind, and I

" will write them in their hearts."^ " A nev*;' heart

*' also will I give you; and I will put a new spirit

" within you, and I will take away the stony heart

" out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of

" flesh; and I will put my own Spirit within you; and
" cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep
^' my judgments and do them."Tf " For who maketh
" thee to differ from another."

|| The two scriptures,

which are referred to in the quotation,** evidently re-

late, the first, to what man is by nature, and the second,

to what believers are, *' by the grace of God." An
important difference there is, but the whole glory of

making it is due to divine grace; inclining and enabling

the believer to do, what was before his bounden duty;

p. 61, Refutation.

f 'There would be no distinction between those, " the imnc^ination of

" whose hearts is only eviPcontinually," « and those wliose " deliglit is in the
*' commandments of God."

^ Kom. iii. 22—25. § Jer. xxxi. 31—33. Heb. viii. 10—12.

H Ez. xxxvi. 26, 27.
|) 1 Cor. iv. 7. * Gen. vi. 5. Ps.

cxix. 47. 70. ]?.om. vii. 22.
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but which he had no disposition, and consequently no

abihty to perform.

P. cclxii. 1. 22. ' The works, &c.'* " For the in-

visible things of him are clearly seen, being under-

stood by the things which are made, even his eternal

power and Godhead; so that they are without ex-

cuse." " As many as have sinned without law, shall

perish without law." *' We have before proved both

' Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin."t *' Ye
' were, in time past, Gentiles in the flesh:^—at thatitime

' ye were without Christ,—having no hope, and with-

* out God in the world. "f *' Forbidding us to speak

* to the Gentiles, that they might be saved."^
* They also are to be had accursed, that presume to

say, that every man may be saved by the -law or sect

which he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame

his life according to that law, and the light of nature:

for holy scripture doth set out to us only the name of

Jesus Christ, whereby they must be saved. 'H The

subject has repeatedly been considered; but these quo-

tations may serve to refresh the reader's memory on

this point. The Scripture saith, " Whosoever believeth

*' in him shall not be ashamed.'*— '' For whosoever

* ' The works of creation, and the law written upon men's hearts, always

' supplied a ground for faith, and a rule for practice. At every period of

• the world, to fear God, and to work righteousness, have been discoverable

' and practicable duties. Men will be judged according to the light which
' has been afforded them, by the dispensation under which they have lived,

• wlietiier it shall Iiave been the law of nature, the law of Moses, or the law

• of the gospel, all equidly derived from the same divine Author. The vir-

' tuous heathen, the obedient Jew, and the sincere Christian, will all owe
' their salvation to the precious blood of the Lamb slain, from the foundation

' of the world. The degrees of happiness, as we are taught to believe, will

• vary; but although they arc all eternal, and all flow from the same divine

• source, the faithful disciples of the blessed Jesus may humbly hope, that

' a peculiar inheritance is i-eserved in heaven for tliem, as " the prize of their

'• higli calling in Christ."

t Rom. i. 20. ii. 12. iii. 9. % Epli. il. 11, 12. § I Thes. ii 16.

fl Article xvil).
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'^ shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

*' How then shall they call upon him in whom they have

" not believed?" And how shall " they believe in him of

*' whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear

*' without a preacher? Or how shall they preach except

" they be sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the

" feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring

" glad tidings of salvation!"* AH this means nothing,

if men may be saved by Christ, without faith in him, or

even hearing of him. There may be as virtuous hea-

thens now, as in former days; and it would be no great

attainment to be as virtuous, as the most celebrated

heathen sages, if impartial history be credited: but do

we read of any humble, penitent, spiritual worshippers,

decided characters, devoted in unreserved obedience to

" the one living and true God?" Any, concerning

whom there is clear proof, that they were, renewed unto

the holy image of God, and fit for the work, worship,

and company of heaven? Till this be ascertained, I must

approve the strong language of our article; and consider

all that is spoken about salvation by Christ, without

faith in him, (respecting adults) as suited to render us

unthankful for our special mercies; and to cut the sinews

of our exertions, in attempting to communicate them

to " those, who sit in darkness and the shadow of

'* death."

P. cclxiii. 1. 19. ' Havings &c.'t The reader must

judge how far this has been shown satisfactorily, espe-

cially as to election. I cannot but anticipate, that many,

whose hearts are fully opposed to this doctrine, will feel

* Rom. X. 11—15.

j- * Havinpf shown that the Calvinistick doctwnes of election and reproba-

* lion have no foundation in the written word of Godj and are inconsistent

' with the Divine perfections, I shall proceed to prove, that universal recjemp-

• tion is also the doctrine of our church.'
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a dissatisfaction, that the refutation of it has not been

more unanswerable: for many such often meet with the

doctrine, and are rendered uneasy by it; and would be

cordially glad of any thing, which could satisfactorily

set their hearts at ease on this subject; so that no sub-

sequent remarks should again unsettle them.—The doc-

trine of ' general redemption' is held by most of the

Calvinists, in the established church: and the term /)flr-

tial redemption, (264;) being ambiguous, is used by

none, but the opposers of Calvinism,

P. cclxv. Note. ' Predestination, &c.'* The original

word, \x^x\?\i)XQdpredestinate;-\ (for t\\G; noun predestina-

tion is not found in Scripture,) occurs in the Acts of

the apostles. " To do whatsoever thine hand and thy

*' counsel determined before to be done.'' (jr^oa/jm y^re-

destinated.)X St. Luke was not an apostle, but he re»

• ' Predestination is always used in Scripture in a ffood sense; no per-

' sons are said to be prede.stinatcd to death, or to punishment, or to unbe-

* lief. Nefas est dicerc Dcum aliquid nisi bonum praedestinare.* Aug. de
' Praed. cap. 2.—Even the authors of the C'enturisc Magdeburgenses, who
* were Calvinists, say, Quoties apostoli verbo prxdestinationis utuntur, (St.

* Paul is the only apostle who does use it,) nihil aliud eo indicant, quam
* ut inquirentem causas cur ad salutem jcternam consequendam nulla alia sit

' via, quam ea qucC a Chi-isto est nobis parata, decent sic Deo in arcano suo

" consilio, quo voluit miseriis generic humaiil mederi, placuisse, eumque ut

' eo modo fierit ordinasse, et velle ut a se prxscriptum ad salutem compeo-

* dium agnoscamus et apprehendumus.f—CeHt. Magd. Cent. 1. lib. 2. cap. 4.

' p. 238.

'

\u^t>ci>t^ce prius ddinio, prius constituo, to determine before hand, from tt^o,

and Ipi^oi), or cpoc, a boundary. The koriz'm.

^ Acts iv.,'^'i.

• R is unlawful to say, that God predestinates and thing but good.'

f ' As often as tlie apostles vse the wovA predestination, they Indicate notli-

* ing else by it, tlian that they may teach one, who enquires, why there is no

' other way to attain eternal salvation, except that which is prepared for

* us by Christ, that so it has pleased God in his secret counsel, by which he

* willed to heal the miseries of tl»e human race; and he has ordained, that it

* should be effected in this way; and willed, that we .should acknowledge

* and apprebend it, as a compendium prescribed by him unto salvation.'
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cords the words of the apostles^, before St. Paul was

numbered among them. A parallel passage in the

same book does not indeed contain the compound word;

but it has the uncompounded verb in a connexion,

amounting to precisely the same. *' Him being deliv-

" ered by the determinate counsel, and foreknowledge

" of God; ye have taken, and by wicked hands have

" crucified and slain."* n/M9-^«v« s^»a», ^^t Trpoyms-u « ess, must

mean the same as predestination: for the foreknowledge

and decided purpose or decree are inseparably joined

together. The same may be said of another text,

" He hath determined the times before appointed,"f
'opt^ct; TrfoTiTctyfxm!: Mifni- Thc ouly difference here is, that

the preposition ttj^o, is annexed to Tsra^^sva;, instead of 'o^i^ac:

but would any learned man object to the translation,

' He predetermined^ (or predestinated,) the appointed

* times?' " The son of man goeth, as it was deter-

" mined.*' (k^t:* to o^^i^y.tr.-i^ npo is not here added either

to the participle, or to any other word in the sentence;

but surely the meaning is precisely the same; for the

word is in the preterite sense, implying a previous de-

termination, or predestination. " But we speak the

*' wisdom of God in a mystery, which God ordained

"before the world unto our glory, "t [npcpt^iv, predes-

tinated.) " Who were before ordained to this con-

" demnation."§ (
Ufoyr^Mi^.y.ivoi, ruritten before hand.)

The result of this investigation seems to be: 1. That

predetermination^ as to the counsels and works of God,

and his dealings with mankind, was an idea familiar to

the minds of the apostles. 2. That St. Luke, report-

ing the words of the other apostles, and not of St. Paul,

uses the word ^rf^'^i'^i, predestinated', and this with res-

pect to the base conduct of the worst of men. But

• Acts ii. 23. t Acts, xvii, 26. % 1 Cor. ii. 7. § Jude 4.
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3dly, That the word, renderered predestinate^ is never

used concerning the eternal estate of men, with respect

of any, except those, " who are chosen unto salvation."

And this serves to confirm what has been before advan-

ced; namely, that the Scripture, in speaking on this

subject, is far more full and explicit, concerning election;

than concerning what is improperly called reprobation^

and that we are warranted in adopting a similar reserve,

on the latter subject. The rest of the note is not very

perspicuous: but if the writers were Calvinists, they, on

this occasion, seem to have lost sight of their own prin-

ciples, which is no uncommon case among Theologians.

P. cclxv. 1. 12. ' Predestination^ &c.'* The article

says, * to deliver from curse and damnation those whom
' he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring

' them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels

* made to honour. 'f ' Those whom he hath chosen in

* Christ out of mankind;' that is, * those to whom God
* decreed to make known the gospel.' Now are all, to

whom God decreed to make known the gospel, chosen

• * Predestination to life is nere declared to be the eternal purpose of

* God, to deliver from curse and damnation, and to bring to everlasting sal-

* vation.—But who are to bo thus delivered and saved?* ' Those whom God
* hath chosen in Christ out of mankind,' that is, those to whom God de-

* creed to n.ake knov/n the gospel of Clirist. And are all to whom the gos-

' pel is made known, predestinated to life? No; to prevent this conclusion,

' the article proceeds to describe those who are ' endued with so excellent

* a benefit of God,' * in these words, ' They be called according to God's

' purpose, by his Spirit working in due season: they through grace obey the

' calling: they be justified freely: they be made the sons of God by adoption;

' they be made like the image of his only-begotten Son Jesus Christ: they

' walk religiously in good works; and at lengtli by God's mercy they attain

' to everlasting felicity,' ' that is, they on their part conform to the condi-

* tions of the gospel-covenant, by obeying the calling, and walking religious.

' ly in good works, under the influence and assistance of the Holy Spirit;

* and, as a reward, they are justified in this world, are made sons ot God

' by adoption, are made like the image of Clu-lst, and at length attain ever-

' lasting felicity.'

\ Art. xvii.
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in Christ, to be delivered from wrath and damnation,

and to be brought by Christ unto everlasting salvation?

Such a comment is an addition to the article, a total

alteration of its plain meaning, and, in fact, substituting

another article in its place. * And are all, to whom the

gospel, is made known, predestinated unto life?' Thus

his Lordship proceeds to argue from his own words, as

if they were a part of the article: and in this way, it may

be easy to prove any doctrine from any premises. * No,
* to prevent this conclusion, &c.' What conclusion?

that ' all to whom the gospel is made known, are pre-

' destinated unto life.'—I cannot conceive, that such a

thought ever arose in the minds of those who compiled

the article, or of any man who read it without a com-

ment. Are there then, two sorts of persons spoken of

in this part of the article? ' Predestination to life is the

* everlasting purpose of God, whereby, (before the

* foundations of the world were laid.) he hath constantly

* decreed by his counsel, secret to us, to deliver from

* curse and damnation those, whom he hath chosen in

* Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ,

* to everlasting salvation, as vessels of honour.' Is there

in this passage any, even the most distant intimation of

* those to whom God had decreed to make known the

* gospel,' as distinct from those, whom he predestinated

unto life? ' Wherefore, they which be endued with so

* excellent benefit of God, be called, according to God's

* purpose by his Spirit working in due season; they

* through grace obey the calling; they be justified free-

* ly: they be made the sons ofGod by adoption; they be

* made like the image of his only-begotten Son Jesus

' Christ; they walk religiously in good works, and, at

* length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting

*^ felicity.' ' Endued with $o excellent a benefit,' Doci»



480 REMARKS

not this particle so, expressly refer to the persons before

described ? If not, to what does it refer, and why was it

inserted?— ' That is, they on their part perform the

^ conditions of the covenant, Sec' Certainly they do;

' being called by his Spirit working in due season;

' through grace they obey the calling, &c.' " God
*' worketh in them to will and to do of his good plea-

*' sure."— ' And, as a reward, &c.' No doubt God
graciously rewards the good works, which are " the

*' fruits of his Spirit;" but ' good works are the fruits

' of faith, and follow after justification:* and being

* justified in this world, made the sons of God by adop-

* fion, and made like to the image of Christ,' must pre-

cede, and prepare the elect, for ' walking religiously in

* good works,' and therefore certainly cannot be called

the reward of it. In Scripture, and in our authorized

books, justification, and adoption, are commonly spoken

of, as connected immediately with faith,f but never as

the reward of good works, which are only mentioned,

as evidences of justification and adoption: and a com-

ment on this article, which requires language unprece-

dented in Scripture, or in our liturgy, articles, and homi-

lies, only shows under what difficulties the expositor

laboured, in attempting to establish his interpretation.

In the last clause, the words, bi/ God^s merci/i are

omitted.

P. cclxvi. 1. 22. 'Predestination, &c.'J The reader

must judge how far this inference is warranted; and

indeed, how far it agrees, with what went before, * Are
* all, to whom the gospel is made known, predestinated

* Art. xii.

t John i. 12. 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18.. Gal. iii. 26. iv. 6. 1 John v. 1.

\ ' Precle.stination to life therefore is not an absolute decree of eternal
• happiness to certain individuals, but a gracious purpose of God, to make
*

?, conditional offer of salvation to men, through the merits of Christ.'
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* unto life?' for God ' makes a conditional offer of sal-

* vation through the merits of Christ, to all men, who
* are favoured with the gospel.' But I may fairly leave

this part of the article to plead its own cause, and our's

also. I wish not to make any comment upon it; or to

give one clause which it contains, in my own words.

For me to say, on any part, ' That is, &c.' would be

sure in some measure to darken the clear light, in which,

as it appears to me, it now exhibits the doctrine of

Scripture. It speaks my sentiments, and the sentiments

of my brethren; and let it speak them without a com-

ment. I am conscious that I could not; and I do not

believe that any of them, so much as think they could;

so fully, so simply, so unexceptionably, express our

sentiments, as this article does. I shall only add, that

it supposes all, who are predestinated to life, " called

" according to God's purpose by his Spirit, working

** indue season, &c." actually persevere to the end,

and ' at length by God's mercy attain eternal life.' It

is manifest, that the compilers kept in view the state-

ment of St. Paul in the eighth of Romans, throughout

the whole.*

P. cclxvi. 1. 27. ' This godii/, &c.'t ' As the godly

' consideration of predestination, and of our election in

' Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable

* comfort to godly persons; and such as feel in them-

' selves the working of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying

• Rom. vili. 28—31.

t ' The godly consideration of predestination, and our election in Christ,

' is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons,' ' be-

' cause, from a consciousness of their own obedience and religious walking

* in good works, their faith of eternal salvation is greatly established and

* confirmed,' and they are supported under all the distresses and calamities

of this mortal life, by looking forward to the prize of their high calling in

* Christ Such are the predestination and election which our chi|;ch main--

« tains, and r.ecommends to its members as replete with comfort.'

VOL. I. 3 (^
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" the works of the flesh, and their earthly members, and

' drawing up their mind to high and heavenly things;

* as well because it doth greatly establish and confirm

' their faith of eternal salvation, as, because it doth fer-

* vently kindle their love towards God: so for carnal and

* curious persons, lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have

' continually before their eyes, the sentence of God's

* predestination, is a most dangerous downfall; whereby

' the devil doth thrust them down, either into despera-

* tion, or into wretchlessness of most unclean living, no

* less perilous than desperation,* (m aque perniciosam

impurisshnie vita securitatem.)—Before I enter on the

subsequent part of his Lordship's exposition of this

article, I must intreat the reader, to peruse repeatedly

the whole passage which I have quoted from it; so as

to make himself fully satisfied as to the import of it:

observing only, that two, and but two, descriptions of

persons, are noticed, viz, ' Godly persons, and such as

^ feel in themselves, the working of the Spirit of Christ,

* &c;' and * curious and carnal persons, lacking the

* Spirit of Christ;' and that the effect of the same doc-

trine on each of them when fully considered, is stated

and contrasted.—-His Lordship has seen good, to sub-

stitute, instead of the language of the article, ' because

^ from a consciousness of their own ol^edience, and re-

* ligious walking in good works, their faith of eternal

* salvation is greatly established and confirmed; and

* they are supported under all the distresses of this

* mortal life, by looking forward '* to the pri?e of their

' high calling in Christ." Now let this be compared

with the article itself; and let the reader ask himself,

whether a new article be not, in fact, substituted. The

effect of the godly consideration of * predestination,

' and our election in Christ; the character qf those, to

' whom this is full of sweet, pleasant, ^nd unspeakable



ON THE FOURTH CHAPTER. 483

* comfort,' and other things are greatly altered: but the

clause, * as because it doth fervently kindle their love

* towards God,' which is a special, distinguishing effect,

of the consideration of personal election to eternal life,

in such persons, as are described in the article, is wholly

omitted: and another proposition, true indeed, but not

hinted at in the article, is substituted for it. And then

it is added, ' Such are the predestination and election,

* which our church maintains, and recommends to all

* its members as replete with comfort' Here, by the

way, it should be observed, what energy there is in un-

qualified confident assertion, especially when supported

by reputation, learning, and authority; and in favour of

those sentiments, which are most popular, and most

agreeable to the human heart; especially, if it tends to

expose to odium, those who are generally disliked*

This figure of speech is equally powerful among church-

men and dissenters, Calvinists or Anticalvinists; or men
of any party, in church or state, in politicks, nay, in

philosophy. If a superior man, without hesitation,

boldly assert any thing; multitudes give him credit,

that he could prove it, if he chose, though he has not

done it. Thus men follow their different leaders, im-

plicitly, from the members of a methodist society,

through all gradations, to the immense multitudes, who
profoundly reverence the ipse dixit of the Pope, or of

the conclave of Cardinals. In the mean while, argu-

ment however conclusive, produces no effect; nay, can

gain no attention: except among a despised, and very

small, minority. All must allow, that hypocrites and
enthusiasts have, in this way, amazingly succeeded:

therefore men of enlarged mind, liberal education, and

superior endowments, should be careful how they sane*;

tion it by their example.
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P. cclxvii. 1. 11. ' But in, &c.'* I must here again

intreat the reader to peruse carefully the article itself,

and then to decide, whether two distinct doctrines are

stated, one in the acticle, and another to be fetched from

• ' But in the same article it tells us, that • for curious and carnal persons,

* lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have continually before their eyes the seu-

* tence of God's predestination, is a most dangerous downfall, whereby the

* devil doth thrust them either into desperation, or into wretchlessness of

* most unclean living, no less perilous than desperation.' What is this sen-

* teace of God's predestination? It cannot be the sentence of predestination

' we have been considering, by which God purposed and decreed to save all

* who shall believe and obey the Gospel; this merciful and consolatory doc-

* trine cannot be the suggestion of the great enemy of mankind; it cannot

* drive men to " desperation," because it says to every one. Repent, and you

' shall be saved; it cannot lead men to " wretchlessness of most unclean liv.

•' ing," because it says, that without good works no man can be saved; and a

* real • everlasting purpose of God' cannot be a " dangerous downfall" to any

* part of his rational creatures. Where then are we to find this supposed

* sentence of God's predestination,' which is attended with so much mischief

* and danger?—In the works of Calvin.—We there read, predestination we
' call the eternal decree of God, by whicli he has determined with himself,

* what he willed to be done concerning every man. For all men are not

* created in an equal condition, but eternal life is pre-ordahied to some, eter-

' nal damnation to others.—That therefore which the Scripture clearly

' shows, we affirm, that God, by an eternal and immutable counsel, once ap-

' pointed those whom he should liereafter will to take into salvation, those

* moreoyer whom he should will to devote to destruction. W^e assert, that

* this counsel with respect to the elect was founded in his gratuitous mercy,

*^ without any respect to human worth; but that the approach to life is pre-

' eluded to those Vvhom he assigns to damnation by his, just indeed and ir-

' reprehensible, but incomprehensible, judgment.' (Translation by author

of Refutation.) ' Here it is maintained, that God has eternally fixed the

* future destiny of every individual of the human race; that he has irrevoca-

* bly decreed to bestow everlasting liappiness upon some, and to consign

' others to eternal misery, without any regard to their merit or demerit.

' Those who believe this doctrine, who have this sentence continually be-

* fore their eyes, will either be in danger of falling into despair; from a con-

* viction that it is impossible for them to be saved, that they must inevitably

' suffer everlasting torment; or tliey will be apt to practise every vice to

' which they feel any temptation from a persuasion that they belong to the

* chosen few, who must necessarily be saved, whatever may be their conduct.

' It appears, then, that the Calvinistic doctraies of election and reprobation

" are not oi^ly not maintained in this article, but that they are disclaimed and

* condemned in t/ie s(ro7i£-est terms.*
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Calvin's works. No intimation, not even the most dis-

tant, is given of this. Calvin is no more considered in

the article, than if he had never existed; much les5, is

there any reference made to his works. The same doc-

trine is indisputably spoken of from the beginning to

the end of the article. ' What is this sentence of God's

* predestination? It cannot be the sentence of predes-

' tination, which we have been considering, by which
* God purposed and decreed to save all, who shall be-

' lieve and obey the gospel, Sec' Certainly it cannot

be the doctrine of his Lordship's comment: but it can

be and undoubtedly is, the doctrine stated in the pre-

ceding part of the article. His Lordship having, in fact,

substituted another article, in the place of the seven-

teenth, by his comments on it, reasons from his own
article, as if it were that of our church; and, as far as

his comment is concerned, he reasons plausibly, if not

conclusively. * This merciful and consolatory doctrine

* cannot be the suggestion of the great enemy of man-
* kind.' Does the article then affirm, that the doctrine

®f predestination is ' the suggestion of the great enemy
* of mankind?' The great enemy of mankind knows

well how to suggest false, but plausible, inferences from

the doctrines of revelation in general, and from this in

particular: but the doctrines themselves are not his sug-

gestions. " Even as our beloved brother Paul also, ac-

" cording to the wisdom, given unto him, hath written

" unto you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in them
** of these things, in which are some things hard to be
" understood, which they that are unlearned and unsta-

*' ble, wrest, as they do the other Scriptures, to their

*' own destruction."* The doctrine may be scriptural,

wholesome, nutrimental, nay, essential: yet an unstable

* 2 Pet. iii, 15, 16.
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and uninstractc(i.mind, either with, or even without,

the devil's suggestions, may wrest it to the man's

own destruction. The mischief arises not from the

doctrine, but from the state of men's hearts, as the

article has most clearly stated. There is no doctrine,

however consolatory or practical, that the proud, carnal,

ungodly heart, will not thus pervert: so that nothinp: can

possibly be admitted, on this ground, against the indispu-

table certainty^ that this latter part of the article speaks

of the same predestination, as the former part does.

How far the compilers of our articles, would have ob-

jected to the quotation from Calvin, (of which I have

given his Lordship's translation,) is another question:

and certainly it is adduced, as one of the most excep-

tionable passages in his writings. But they could not

intend, in drawing articles for the church of England,

to combat and condemn this, or any other passage in

Calvin's works, without making even the smallest allu-

sion to them. When the quotations from Calvin come

under consideration, his doctrine will be more particu-

larly considered.—In what follows, as a comment on

the quotation from Calvin, it is said, ' to consign others

* to eternal misery, without any regard to their merit,

* or demerit.' This, Calvin does not say: his silence

on the subject may be, and I think is, reprehensible;

but his silence should not be construed into a positive

assertion of an opinion, which probably he did not

hold. But, whatever Calvin believed, or did not be-

lieve; our article has nothing at all to do with his creed.

If the compilers of our articles, intended to oppose Cal-

vin's doctrine; why did they not say so? And why did

they leave their doctriue so obscure, that for much

above two hundred years, no one, either Calvinist, or

Anti-calvini^t, ever thought of their real meaning?

They evidently show, (what all who have had enlarged
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opportunity of making observations, must know;) that

the doctrine in (question, though scriptural, and very-

useful to humble, pious christians, is capable of being

perverted by the carnal heart, and the devil's tempta-

tions, to the most perilous and mischievous purposes,

of dire desperation, or licentious presumption. And
thus the gospel itself, as preached by St. Paul, was " a
^' savour of death unto death" to some; as well as " a

"savour of life unto life"* to others,—The words
* from a persuasion that they belong to the chosen few,

^ Sec' are a comment on Calvin's doctrine, v/hich he

would most decidedly have protested against. ' It ap-

^ pears then, that the Calvinistick doctrines of election

* and reprobation, are not only not mentioned in this ar-

' tide; but that they are disclaimed and condemned in the

* strongest terms.''—It may be admitted, that the Calvin-

istick doctrines, that is, all that Calvin held, are ' not

* maintained in this article:'' but where are they disclaim-

ed and condemned at all, even by the most distant inti-

mation? And, surely, if his Lordship had been em-

ployed to disclaim and condemn them, he would have

done it, in much clearer and stronger terms. The doc-

trine of personal election to eternal life, is, as I must

think, every impartial man will allow, greatly coun-

tenanced, if not fully declared, in this article. Repro-

bation is not spoken of: they who are not elected, art;

passed by: " The Lord hath not chosen these. ''f But

I would maintain no kind or degree of Calvinism,

either as to personal election to eternal life, or of the

final perseverance of true christians, beyond what this

article expresses; and the same method of commenting,

if applied to our works, would prove, quite as conclu-

sively, that we disclaim and condemn Calvinism in the

-^ 2 Cor. ii. 15—17. t 1 S;im. xvi, 7—10.
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strongest manner. His Lordship has not adduced the

conckision of the article, which distinguishes between

the revealed will of God, in the Scriptures, and his

' counsel secret to us.' ' Furthermore, we must re-

* ceive God's promises in such wise, as they be gene-

' rally set forth to us, 5in holy Scripture: and in our

* doings, that will of God is to be followed, which we

'^have expressly declared to us in the word of God;'

" The secret things belong unto the Lord our God:
" but those things, which are revealed belong unto us,

" and to our children for ever; that we may do all the

" words of this law."^ This distinction, on the Cal-

vinists' principles, is of great importance; but it va-

nishes out of sight, on the principl es of our opponents.

I shall now give the article, as it stands, in ' the Refu-

' tation,' by collecting together the comments made on

each part of it. * Predestination to life is—the eternal

' purpose of God to deliver from wrath and damnation,

* and to bring to everlasting salvation, those to whom
* God decreed to make known the gospel of Christ.

—

* Those who are endued with so excellent a benefit of

* God,—be called according to God's purpose, by his

* Spirit working in due season;' they on their part con-

form to the ' conditions of the gospel-covenant, by obey-

* ing the calling, and walking religiously in good works,

* under the influence and assistance of the Holy Spirit;

* and, as a reward, they are justified in this world, are

* made sons of God by adoption, are made like the im-

Vage of Christ, and at length attain everlasting felicity.

* This godly consideration, of predestination, and our

' election in Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and un-

=' speakable comfort to godly persons: because from a

^ consciousness of their own obedience and religious

* Peut. xsis. 29-
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^ walking in good works, their faith of eternal salvation

* is greatly established and confirmed; and they are sup-

* ported under all the distresses and calamities of this

* mortal life, by looking forward to the prize of their

* high calling in Christ.' * Here' (in Calvin's works,)

* it is maintained that God has eternally fixed the des-

* tiny of every individual of the human race; that he has

* irrevocably decreed to bestow everlasting happiness on

* some, and to consign others to eternal misery, without

' any regard to their own merit or demerit. Those, who
* believe this doctrine, who have this sentence continu-

* ally before their eyes: will either be in danger of fall-

* ing into despair, from a conviction that it i^ impossi-

' ble for them to be saved, that they must inevitably

* suffer everlasting torment; or they will be apt to prac-

* tise every vice to which they feel any temptation, from

* a persuasion, they belong to the chosen few, who must

*.necessarily be saved whatever be their conduct.' Yet

even this article does not * disclaim the Calvinistick doc-

' trines of election and reprobation, in the strongest

* tervis.''

And now let me ask the reader, whether the article

may not be supposed more to favour the sentiments of

those, who would by no means willingly allow that one

word contained in it should be omitted, or altered; or

one word added to it; and who would have it speak for

itself without any comment; than it does the sentiments

of those, whose comments, by omissions, alterations,

and additions, in fact substitute another article in the

place of it? It may eiasily be perceived, that should le-

gal authority change the article, as it now stands; for

that above given in his Lordship's words; which part

oftliie clergy would be gratified, and which part would

be grieved: and this is enough to decidf the question,

whether our seventeenth article be Calvinistick, or An.

VOL. I. 3 R
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ticalvinistick, in the modern use of these words: for that

it docs not adopt all Calvin's views, we allow; and add,

' No more do modern Calvinists, especially among the

* evangelical clergy.'

P. cclxix. 1. 20. ' IFith respect^ &c.'* These clauses

from the liturgy refer to the well known passages in

the prophet: " Have I any pleasure that the wicked
*' should die, saith the Lord God, and not that he

*' should return from his ways and live?" " As I live,

** saith the Lord God; I have no pleasure in the death

" of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way
** and live."! * I have more delight in the repentance

" and conversion of the wicked, and in pardoning and

' saving the penitent; than in punishing the impenitent.'

" I desired mercy and not sacrifice." * I preferred

' mercy to sacrifice. 'J The clause, * hatest nothing

* that thou hast made,' is not grounded on any particular

text in Scripture: but certainly God hateth not any of

the works which he has made, continuing to be what he

made them. ** God saw every thing that he had made,
" and behold it was very good." Yet after the fall it

" is said: It repented the Lord, that he had made man,
" and it grieved him at his heart.^ " Thou hatest all

** the workers of iniquity.''Tr Yet, while God hates

the characters of sinners; he manifests great kindness

and compassion to their persons. In temporal things,

* • With respect to our liturgj, the passage in tlie absolution, that God
* clesireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his

" wickedness and live,' and the beginning of the third collect for Good Fri-

* day, " O merciful God, who hast made all men, and hatest nothing that

" thou hast made, nor wouldest the death of a sinner, but rather that he

" should be converted and live," are perfectly inconsistent with the idea of
* partial redemption, and clearly imply, that God has afforded to every man
' the means of working out his salvation.'

-J-
Ez. xviii. 2.'5. xxxiii. 11. ^ Hos. vi. 6. Matt. ix. 13. Gr.

f Gen. i. 31. vi. 6, ^ Ps. v. 5.
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" The Xord is good to all;'* and " maketh his sun to

" rise on the evil and on the good; and sendeth rain on
" the just and on the unjust."* And " God so loved

'' the world, that he gave his only begotten Son; that

" whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but

" have everlasting life»"t Yet this consists with his re-

vealed determination to punish with everlasting destruc-

tion, all impenitent sinners, " all who know not God,
** and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:"

and it equally agrees with his foreknowledge and secret

purpose respecting individuals. As few of the evan-

gelical clergy hold either partial, or particular, re-

demption, we are not concerned in the inconsistency

of these clauses with that doctrine: but we cannot allow

them clearly to imply, that ' God has afforded to every

* man the means of working out his salvation:' because

nothing is said concerning those means; and because a

vast proportion of mankind are destitute of the light of,

revelation, and " perishing for the lack of knowledge."

When we pray, * Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks,
' infidels, (evidently including, or principally meaning

idolatrous Gentiles,) * and hereticks, and take from
* them all ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt
' of thy word, and so fetch them home, blessed Lord to

* thy flock, that they may be saved among the remnant
* of the true Israelites, and be made one fold under
* one Shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord;' we take it for

granted, that unless they * receive the word of God, and
* believe in the Lord Jesus, and be gathered into his

* fold,' they cannot be saved. But " how shall they
" believe in him, of whom they have not heard? And
" how shall they hear without a preacher?" The whole

collect implies, that they who have not the word of God,

.-* Ps. cxlv. 9, Matt. V. 45. f .John iii. 16.
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*' the word of the truth of the gospel," are destitute of

the means of salvation; and is totally inconsistent with

the sentiment, that they may be saved for Christ's sake,

by obeying the light of nature, without hearing of

Christ, or believing in him.

P. cclxx. 1. 23. ' Is it not, &c.'* Certainly it is

' the principle of our church,' that Christ purchased

the redemption of every ' one of its members;' and will

certainly save every one of those, who are truly such:

and it takes it for granted, that the communicants, ac-

cording to their profession, are true believers. But in

the present state of things, the communicants, in this

land, form a very small part of that multitude, who are

called * members of the established church;' that church

is only a small part of the universal visible church; and

the visible church does not, at this day, contain more

than one third, of the human species, probably much

less. This principle, therefore, can do little towards

establishing the doctrine of universal redemption: and,

I cannot see any difficulty, in reconciling it to the Calvin-

istick doctrine of election, or even reprobation: for

none suppose, that any true believers will be found

among the reprobate: and the communicants are ad-

dressed and prayed for, as true believers.

P. cclxxi. 1. 9. ' The^ &c.'t Why do we pray,

• ' Is it not then tlie principle of our cliurch, that Christ by his death

' purchased the Redemption of every one of its members; and can this prin-

* ciple be reconciled with the Calvinistic tenets of election and reprobation?'

f
' The minister afterwards prays, that ' this child now to be baptized,

* may receive the fulness of God's grace, and ever remain in tlie number
' of God's faithful and elect children:' ' This prayer evidently shows, that

* our church considers baptism as placing every child in the number of

* God's elect, and that this election does not imply a certainty of salvation.

' Every baptized child, says our church, is an elect person, mayor may not con-

' tinue an elect person, and may or may not be saved. Can any assertions

' be more opposite to the fundamental principle of Calvinism? After the

» baptismal words are pronounced, the child is declared to be * made p^r
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for these blessings, if inseparable from the external ad-

ministration of baptism? Where does our church say,

that every baptized ' child is an elect person?' Cer-

tainly the assertions here made are opposite to the fun-

damental principles of Calvinism: but they are not the

assertions of our church. The prayer is offered before

the child is baptized: and, therefore, if baptism be eiec-

tioriy (as well as regeneration and Justijication,) before

it is elected: the words, * ever remain the number of thy

' faithful and elect children,' cannot refer to the present

state of the child, as unbaptized, according to this prin-

ciple. But the word faithful ought also to be noticed.

Does baptism likewise make the infant a faithful^ or a

believer? ' Why then are infants baptized, when by rea-

* son of their tender age they cannot perform them?' (re-

pentance and faith.) When the infant, advancing to

riper years, becomes a true believer, and receives the

fulness of God's grace, in answer to the prayers made
for him; he is manifested to be one of the elect children

of God; and we pray, that he may thus be numbered

with them, and continue among them, to the end. *' I

** know that this shall turn to my salvation, through your

prayers, and the supply of the Spirit of Christ."-^ Our
continuance in a state of grace, however ensured by the

promise and covenant of God, and the intercession of

Christ, must always be sought by prayer, as pleading

the promise, &c; and this is as proper, in respect of

others, as ourselves. But how can an election re-

ceived in baptism and liable to be lost again, be made
to accord with the apostle's words? " He hath chosen

" us in Christ before the foundations of the world,

• taker of the death of Christ,' ' and consequently the redemption purchased

* by Christ, according to our church, extends to every person.rcceived into

' his holy rehgion by baptism.*

» Phil. i. 19.
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" that wc should be holy, and without biame before him

*' in love." "God hath from the beginning, chosen

" you to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit

" and belief of the truth; whereunto he hath called you
" by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our

" Lord Jesus Christ.'** Or to the words of our article;

* God has decreed by his counsel, secret to us, to de-

* liver from curse and damnation, those whom he hath

* chosen in Christ out of mankind; and to bring them
* by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels of hon-

* our.' Can a baptismal election, such as is described

in the quotation, be the election here spoken of?

—

Uni-

versal, or generaiy redemption, implies something more,

than that every baptized person should have encourage-

ment to seek forgiveness, through the propitiation of

the death of Christ; for this all men, to whom any re-

port of the gospel comes, equally possess: but it im-

plies much less, than that every baptized person is ac-

tually interested in that propitiation, in the same man-

ner, as all true believers are. It has been observed, that

the offices of our church go upon the supposition, that

men are what they profess to be: the profession, made
in baptism, by adults, if sincere, actually proves them

partakers of the death of Christ: and the profession

made by parents and sponsors, at the baptism of in-

fants, in their name and stead, is taken as the pro-

fession of the infants; and so they are spoken of, as

partakers of the death of Christ. But it does not appear

to me, that this has any relation to the subject under

consideration: for even were every baptized person,

(in the fullest sense, as inseparably connected with

everlasting salvation,) partaker of the death of Christ;

Eph. i. 4. 2 Thes. ii. 13, 14.
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nothing could from this be inferred, in respect of the

immense multitudes of unbaptized people in the world.

P. cclxxii. 1. 22. ' All the elect people of God, that

* is, as we have just seen, all who are admitted into the

' church of Christ, by the appointed form of baptism'—

«

If the compilers of our liturgy meant to say this; why
did they not do it in clear and explicit terms? If ' all

* that are admitted into the church of Christ be " the

*' elect people of God;" then they are all ' sanctified by
* the Holy Spirit,' without excepting the vilest wretches

to be found, not only in protestant churches, but in the

church ofRome also; and every man, who has been bap-

tized, however distinguished by abominable vices, or

damnable heresies: for * the Holy Ghost sanctifies all

* the elect people of God.' Few men, I should suppose,

viewing this opinion, in all its bearings, as breaking

down all distinction between real and nominal christians,

between the most eminent saints, and the most atrocious

murderers; will be disposed to accede to it. Surely the

•* elect of God, holy and beloved;" " those whom God
*' hath chosen in Christ before the foundation of the

** world;" " the elect, according to the foreknowledge of

" God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit,

*' unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of Christ;'^

are a distinct company, from the heterogeneous mass,

who have ' been admitted into the church by the ap-

* pointed form of baptism!' * Wherefore they which be
' endued with so excellent a benefit of God, (as being

* chosen in Christ out of mankind,) be called according

' to God's purpose, by his Spirit working in due season;

* they through grace obey the calling; they be justified

* freely; they be made the sons of God by adoption; they

' be made like the image of his only-begotten Son Jesus.

' Christ; they walk religiously in good works, and at

' length, by GocJ's mercy, they attain to everlasting fe-
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' licity. * Are these the same persons as the whole com-

pany of baptized persons?

P. cclxxii. last line. * All thcy &c.'* There wants

nothing, in this passage, but the word true^ before

' members of the church of Christ,' to render it, accord-

ing to our views, correct; but all baptized persons, ' all

* who profess and call themselves christians,' are not

* true members of the church of Christ:' else why do we

continually pray, that ' they may be led into the way of

* truth?' For all true members of the church of Christ,

have been * led into the way of truth.'

P. cclxxiii. 1. 13. ^Although, &:c.'f Here his Lord-

ship grants the whole of what most of us request: and,

abiding by this concession, we will admit his doctrine of

general redemption; nay, we will not object to his call-

ing it universal; provided it be understood, that none ul-

timately share the eternal blessedness arising from it, ex-

cept those, that are renewed by the Holy Spirit, ' who
* sanctifies all the elect people of God.'

P. cclxxiii. 1. 17. * This passage^ Scc.'J * This pas

-

^ sage proves incontrovertibly that our church' does not

with Calvin, and very many Calvinists, hold the doc*

* "AU the world" 'comprehends the whole creation; "all mankind" *is

' less extensive, and includes only the rational part of the world; " all the

" elect" 'is again niore confined, and includes only that pai't of mankind who
* are members of the church of Christ.'

f
• Although it has pleased God, in the unsearchahle counsels of his wis-

' dom, to bestow upon a peculiar people, chosen in Christ, the sanctifying in-

' fluence of his Holy Spirit,'

^ ' This passage of our catechism proves incontrovertibly that our church
' is not Calvinistick. The Calvinist maintains, that Christ redeemed only the

* elect, meaning only a small portion of christians; but every member of our

* church is taught, before he takes upon himself his baptismal vow, that

* Christ redeemed all mankind.' ,

' The Calvinist s;iys, I believe in God the

' Son, who hath redeemed me' and the elect people of God: our catechumen
' says, ' I believe in God the Son, who hath redeemed me and all mankind/

'These two propositions cannot be reconciled, since ' the elect people of
' God' ' must be only a part of ' all mankind.'
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trine of particular redemption,—Yet Calvin allowed, that

the redemption of the Saviour's death being infinite, was

sufficient for all; though effectual only for the elect.

—

* Meaning only a small portion of Christians:' alas!

I fear, the fact proves, that only a small portion of nomi-

nal christians are true christians: but, undoubtedly, Cal-

vin, and all Calvinists, include all true christians, accord-

ing to their views, or what constitutes real Christianity:

and indeed many, who are not at present true christians,

but who shall * be called according to God's purpose

* working in due season; and through grace shall obey
* the call.' " Other sheep I have, which are not of this

*' fold; them also must I bring, and they shall hear my
" voice."* I certainly agree with his Lordship, that a

Calviuist, who rigidly holds particular redemption, can-

not consistently accede to the doctrine, stated in this

part of our Catechism. In the year 1786, I maintained

this opinion, amidst Calvinists, who revolted from it, in

a sermon, which was then printed; and has been re-

peatedly reprinted: and after twenty-five years study

and reflection; I still, in this particular, agree with his

Lordship; and so do by far the greater part of the evan-

gelical clergy. -~'* The elect people of God," who are

sanctified by the Holy Spirit, are alas! to this day, only

a part, a very small part of mankind, and of professed

christians. May God increase their number a hundred

fold, how many soever they be!—The quotations from

the homilies, being made without any comment, need

no remarks. All I need say,, is this: that I earnestly re-

quest the reader, attentively, and repeatedly to peruse

the homilies in general; and those especially from which

his Lordship has made quotations: namely, ' The ho-

* mily on the nativity and birth of our Saviour Jesus

John X. 16.

VOL I.
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* Christ;' * The homily for Good Friday:' and ' The ho-

* mily of the worthy receiving, and reverent esteeming

* of the sacrament of the body and blood of Christ.' I,

and, (I think, I may answer for it,) my brethren are per-

fectly willing, that our sentiments should be fairly

judged according to the doctrine of these homilies: and

I do most sincerely and earnestly pray, that the same

doctrine may sound, clearly and fervently, from every

pulpit, in the established church, in Great Britain, Ire-

land, and all dependent colonies; and throughout the

whole visible church. I have no allowed desire superior

to this; except, that the same may be made known, by

faithful missionaries and ministers, accompanied by

the power of the Holy Spirit, to all Jews, Mohamme-
dans, and Gentiles, even to the ends of the earth. I do

not so much as wish, that any thing different from the

doctrine of these homilies, should be published to man-

kind at large. There may indeed be subjects, treated

on in the homilies, which were more suited to those

days, than to the present period: and to Britain, than to

the nations of the earth at large: yet these also were

wholesome doctrines for those times, and are by no

means unsuitable to our own. But the homilies, * On
reading the Holy Scriptures;' ' Of the misery of all

' mankind;' ^ Ot the salvation of all mankind;' ' Of a

* true and lively faith;' ' Of good works;' ' Of christian

' love and charity;' ' Of the nativity;' ' On Good Fri-

* day;' ' On Easter Day;' * On the worthy receiving of

•the sacrament;' ' On Whitsunday;' * On repentance

* and true reconciliation unto God;' contain those views

of christiaiiity, which I would plead for: and they whol-

ly mistake the sentiments, even of the more calvinistical

part of the evangelical clergy; who think, that by mere-

ly quoting the homilies, without the imposing effect of

ingenious comments, or observations; they can adduce
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any thing from this source, which militates against our

sentiments; at least against those sentiments, which we
think sufficiently important to defend by controversy.

As it has been said, respecting the seventeeth article, so

I would also say concerning the homilies: let them but

speak without comment; and we are ready to abide by

their decision.

P. cclxxix. 1. 25. * The peculiarf &c.'* The peculiar

opinions of Calvin, (such as were peculiar to him ex-

clusively,) cannot be founded in the word of God, or

found in the writings of others, publick or private,

except his avowed disciples: but the doctrine of per-

sonal election to eternal life; including the perseverance

of all true believers; as well as those of original sin,

regeneration, justification by faith, salvation by grace,

good works the fruit and evidence of faith, as held by
him; I am confident, have been proved to be the doc-

trine of Scripture, and of * our articles, liturgy, and
* homilies.' What peculiar opinions of Calvin are in=

tended, might, with advantage to perspicuity, have

been here explicitly stated: but when the quotations

from him come under consideration, it will be seen, in

some measure, what opinions were peculiar to this au-

thor and to the more systematick Calvinists; and what

were also common to numbers of others.

P, cclxxx. 1. 11. ' There are, &c.'t ' There are

• ' The peculiar opinions of Calvin are not founded in the written word
* of God, or reconcileable with our articles, liturgy, and homilies.'

f * There are christians who assert that Adam's nature was not corrupted

' by the fall, and who admit no degree of moral incapacity in the present

* race of men; and that, on the contrary, there are others, who assert that

* the sin of Adam produced so complete a change in his own nature, and
* in that of all his posterity, that God's rational creatures, who were made
' but a little lov/er than the angels, are now a mere mass of corruption and
* wickedness, susceptible of no amendment or correction from their own vol-

' untary efforts. But the church ofEngland, keeping clear of both extremes,

* declares, that the nature of Adam was greatly impaired and corrupted by
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* christians, 8tc.* Men, ' who profess, and call them-

* selves christians,' and who have been baptized, assert

this: but I must use Dr. Young's words, and call them
* baptized infidels:' for to disbelieve every peculiar

doctrine of revelation; and yet to profess to believe the

Bible, is real infidelity in the assumed garb of a trans-

parent hypocrisy. ' Genuine Christianity can never be

' grafted on any other stock, than the apostacy of man.
' The design to reinstate beings who have not fallen ; tq

* propose a restoration without a previous loss; a cure

* where there was no radical disease, is altogether an in-

* congriiity, which would seem too palpable to require

* confutation, did we not so frequently see the doctrine

* of redemption maintained by thqse, who deny that

* man was in a state to require redeniption. But would
* Christ have been sent, " to preach deliverance to the

" captive," if there had been no captivity? And ** the

*' opening of the prison to them that were bound;" had

' there been no prison, had men been in no bondage?'*

The rest of the subject, referred to in this quotation,

has been fully considered in the remarks on the first

chapter of the Refutation. It would be difficult to find

stronger language, in apy writer, concerning human
depravity, than in our homilies. ' Of ourselves we be
' crab trees, that can bring forth no apples. We be of

^ ourselves pf such earth, as can but bring forth weeds,

* nettles, brambles, briers, cockle, and darnel. Our

' his transgression of tlie divine command, and that he transmitted this weak
* and depraved nature to every individual of his descendants; but it does not

' say that the moral powers of men are entirely destroyed, or that their co;'-

' rupt dispositions are totally incorrigible; it allows the perverseness of the

* will, and the violence of the passions, but it does not discourage every

* laudable and virtuous exertion, by representing men as utterly incapable

« of cliecking their inclination to evil, ()> of putting any degi-ee of restraint

* upon tlieir sinful lusts.'

* More's Tractical Piety.
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^ fruits be declared in the fifth chapter of" Galatians.'*

* We have neither faith, charity, hope, patience, nor

^ any thing that is good in us; and therefore these vir-

* tues be called theref " the fruits of the Holy Ghost;"

* not the fruits of man.' * Hitherto we have heard,

* what we are of ourselves: very sinful, wretched and

* damnable. Again we have heard, how that of our-

* selves, and by ourselves, we are not able either to

* think a good thought, or work a good deed: so that

* we can find in ourselves no hope of salvation, but

* rather whatsoever maketh for our destruction.'J Now,
how can they be * susceptible of amendment or correc-

* tion from their own voluntary efforts, who are not

* able of themselves, either to think a good thought, or

* work a good deed?'—' As who should say, man of

* his own nature is fleshly and carnal, corrupt and

* naught, sinful and disobedient to God; without any
* spark of goodness in him, without any virtuous or

* godly motion, only givei> to evil thoughts and wicked
* deeds. '§ Whence then are those voluntary efforts to

arise, by which man may correct or amend himself?

Let the opposers of our doctrine, on this subject, as

overcharged, produce from any of our writings, stronger

passages on the subject, than these are, if they be able

to do it. Thus * man is very far gone, {quam longissime

* distet) from original righteousness, and is of his own
* nature inclined to evil, so that the flegh lusteth always

* contrary to the Spirit. 'IJ * There is no health in us.'

* We have no power to do good works, pleasant and
* acceptable to God, without the grace ofGod by Christ

* preventing us, that we may have a good will; and
* working with us, vyhen we have that good will.'jj

'

„ • Gai. V, 19—21, t Gal. v. 22, 23.

4; Second p-.rt of the homily on the misery of man.

i IJomily on Whitsuaday. ^ Art. is. |j Art. x.
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Are not then our corrupt dispositions incorrigible,

e:^;cept by the grace of God? But this by no means

tends to discourage laudable and vigorous exertions, in

those who are willing to make them: " Work out your

'* own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God,
** which worketh in us both to will and to do of his

•' good pleasure."*

P. Gclxxxi. 1. 9, * One, Scc.'t The influence of the

Holy Spirit, on the minds and hearts of true christians,

must be constant, if they be constant, " stedfast, and

" unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the

" Lord." For if he leave any one, or even suspend his

influences, either as grieved by a man's perversencss,

or to " try him, that he may know all that is in his

" heart;**! some deplorable fall, or misconduct, will be

the consequence. * Because the frailty of man without

' thee, cannot but fall.'^ The influences of the Spirit

are sensible in their eifects; for * all holy desires, all

^ good counsels, and all just works' must be ascribed

to him. And when ** the love of God is shed abroad

" in the heart by the Holy Spirit;" " when we abound
*' in hope by the power of the Holy Ghost;" when
" the fruits of the Spirit in love, joy, peace, Sec," are

abundantly brought forth by us; when, as a " Spirit of

" adoption, inspiring love to God, and joyful confidence

"in him, while we cry Abba, Father," " he witnesses

*' with our spirits, that we are the children of God,"

* Phil. ii. 12, 13.

\ ' One set of christians denies all infiuence whatever of the Holy Spirit

' upon the human mind, and another considers it as constant, sensible, and
< irresistible; but the church ofEngland, while it acknowledges the influence

' of the Holy Spirit, contends, that the grace of God may be given in vain;

' that it does indeed co-operate with the good desires of men, and strengthen

* their pious resolutions, but not in a manner which may be perceived, or in

' a degree which cannot be withstood.'

t 3 Chr. xxxii. 31 § Col. for 15tb Sunday after Trinity.
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and is " the earnest of our inheritance;*' is there nothing

sensible^ nothing which may be perceived? Or how can

we evermore rejoice in the holy consolations of the

Spirit, if we cannot feel them?* The word irresistible

we disclaira,^—It does not appear, that the church of

England teaches, that special grace, renewing the soul

unto holiness, is ever given in vain. And do not those

good desires, and pious resolutions, with which the

Spirit of God co-operates, spring from * the grace of
* God in Christ preventing us, that we may have a
* good will?' " Do not err, my beloved brethren;

'• every good and every perfect gift is from above, and
" Cometh down from the Father of lights."!— * Grant
* that we, to whom thou hast given a hearty desire to

* pray, &c.'| ' Stir up we beseech the wills of thy

* faithful people. '§ * Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

* by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit.' ' Lord have

* mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this

* law.'1[

P. cclxxxii. 1. 4. * Whoevery &c.'|l Where does

the church of England teach this, or any thing like it?

Is it, for instance, the doctrine of the eighteenth article?

' They also are to be had accursed, that presume to say,

' that every man may be saved by the law or sect which
* he professeth; so that he be diligent to frame his life

* according to that law, and the light of nature: for holy

' Scripture doth pet out unto us only the name of Jesus

' Christ, whereby men may be saved.' If our church

, • Page 75, 7&, Refutation. f Jam. i. 17. t Col. third Sunday

after Trinity. § Col. twenty-fifth Sunday after I'rinity.

^ Communion Service.

(J

' Whoever at the great day of final account shall be found to have lived

* conformably to the will of God, according to the light afforded them, will

* be rewarded with eternal happiness through the merits of the blessed.

' Jesus, and that the rest of mankind will be consigned to eveilastin;;-

* punishment '
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meant, that men thus diligently framing their lives,

according to * the light afforded them,' (which to vast

multitudes, is the light of nature alone, ) would be saved

by the merits of Christ, without faith in him: surely

this was the place, in which that opinion would have

been stated. But if it can be found, either in the liturgy,

or the articles, or the homilies, let it be produced; and

we will not complain of its being misplaced: though we

should be led to wonder, and lament, that, one passage

in our authorized books, should thus contradict another.

P. cclxxxii. 1. 17. ' The churchy &c.'* How is

this * internal sense of religion,^ to be distinguished

from * internal feelings, ^^ and the sensible and per-

ceivable influences of the Holy Spirit; Except we can

have an internal sense, of what we do not feel, or per-

ceive? Or except we can have genuine ' internal sense of

* religion,' independently of the influences of the Holy

Spirit?—What is said goncerningy^zVA, accords exact-

ly with our views.

P. cclxxxiii. 1. 7. * Not many^ Scc.*J Are then

the evangelical clergy in the church, and the Calvinist

dissenters, (according to the latitude, in which that term

is used in the Refutation,) as dangerous enemies to

genuine Christianity, as infidels and atheists.'' No, this

is not intended: but they are as dangerous to the na-

tional establishment. In what respect? To the real

religious interests of the establishment; that is, its sub-

• * The chuvch of England pronounces, that a regard to the external

* forms must be accompanied by an internarsense of religion; and while it

* maintains the indispensable necessity of faith, it declares that no faith will

* be effectual to salvation, which does not produce a virtuous and holy life.'

f See remarks on p. 56. 74, Refutation.

\ * Not many years since, they were called upon to resist the open at-

' tacks of infidelity and atheism; and t^t present they have to contend

' with the more sccretj but not less dangerous attempt* of schism and
' enthusiasm.*
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serviency to the success of true Christianity, in this na-

tion and in the world? The evangelical clergy, I must

be allowed to think, are peculiarly useful, in promoting

the genuine interests of the national church in this res-

pect; and would be much more so, were they not sys-

tematically thwarted and counteracted, by powerful

opponents. I must indeed allow, that the efforts and suc-

cess of the dissenters are formidable to the establish-

ment: yet surely no christian will say, that the increase

of avowed infidels and atheists, in the same proportion,

as dissenters have lately multiplied, would not be far

more formidable to the cause of Christianity, and to that

of the church of England! Or that the nation had not

better be filled with dissenters, holding the grand apd

leading doctrines of the gospel in a practical manner,

than with infidels and atheists! The advice given by

some person high in authority, to one, who complained

of the success of the dissenters, was to ' Out-preach,

out-pray, and out-live them.' This states the only

method of preventing their final preponderance. The
clergy in general, from the highest dignitary to the

meanest curate, must be more zealous and scriptural,

more '* instant in season, out of season" (^iVKuipu^, M^ipm) in

preaching; more fervent and constant in prayer, and more

holy and heavenly in their lives and example, in all

respects, than the dissenting teachers are, if they would

effectually stop their progress. All other methods will

most certainly be found, by experience, to be mere pal-

liatives.

P. cclxxxiii. 1. 16. ' The proud, &c.'* If * the

* doctrine of election, and grace,' be teaching men to

believe, that thei/ themselves are elect, and the favour-

* ' The proud and selfish nature of man falls an §asy victim to the fasc.in;«-

' ling doctrines of election and grace.

vor,. I. 3 T
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ites of heaven; it will certainly please * the proud and

' selfish nature ofmen,* as well as any other instructions,

which induce them to think themselves the favourites

of heaven, without " repentance; and works meet for

*' repentance;" without " faith working by love," and

producing obedience; in short, without holiness of heart

and life: and it is hard to say, which system of self-

complacency, and self- preference, best suits our pride

and selfish nature. But ' the doctrines of election and

* grace' rest on this foundation, that all men are so

guilty and depraved, that they might most justly have

been left without exception, to perish everlastingly, as

" children of wrath," " enemies to God," and " vessels

" of wrath fitted for destruction : " that all were, incurably,

except by divine grace, propense not only to break the

holy law; but also to reject the salvation, which in in-

finite latrcy, God had prepared in Christ, and through

his atonement and intercession; that regenerating, new

creating, grace alone, can produce a cordial willingness

to be reconciled to God; and that, whatever secret rea-

sons God had for conferring this infinitely valuable and

unmerited blessing on some, and not on others; the

deservings of the elect was not one of them. Nor can

any man know, himself to be one of this chosen com-

pany; except as it is manifest to his conscience, that he

repents of, hates, and is dead to, sin; that he believes

in the Lord Jesus; that he loves him, and unreserv-

edly endeavours to keep his commandments and copy

his example; and that he loves all who bear his image,

and every thing connected with him; and loves all men,

with compassion and good will, after his example; so

that all evidences, without being thus " in Christ new
*' creatures," are delusion, enthusiasm, presumption.

Na)S even at the highest attainments in devotedness to

God and holiness of life, the christian has not the smi^ll-
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est ground of self-preference above the felon, or mur-

derer; as all the diftbreiice between him, and the worst

of the wicked, is owing to special unmerited grace, and

nothing remains for him, but thankfulness, and shame

that he makes no more suitable retijrns. These, I say,

are not views congenial to the pride, selfishness, and

love of sin, and the world, which are natural to fallen

man* Men may be, (and will be, without special grace,)

proud of any kind of distinction from others, in suppo-

sed knowledge, virtue, or endowments; and many have

been, and are proud both, of Calvinistick, and of Anti-

calvinistick, opinions. But he, who judges and feels,

respecting himself, according to the statement above

given, will find little to feed his self-cx)mplacency; but

much to stop his mouth, to silence his objections, rea-

sonings, and attempts at self justification, to silence his

murmurs, resentments, and censoriousness; and much
to inspire gratitude, admiration, and love of God; and to

encourage hope, in the exercise of goodwill to men. For

there can be no sinner so vile and hardened, but the

same grace, which has softened and humbled, and won
his own heart, would not soften, humble, irabdue, and

win him over.—So. far, is the doctrine of the divine

sovereignty, in " having mercy on whom he will have
*' mercy," from being popular; that when stated as

above, (as I trust most, if not all, the evangelical cler-

gy do state it, who at all introduce it into their pub-

lick instructions;) it is in all places, (except where the

doctrine is well known, and over-rated; and perhaps

rather incautiously inculcated,) the most unpopular part

of our ministry. Many receive our instructions, in

other respects, whose hearts revolt against this; and

after all the zeal of Calvinists to make proselytes, the

small number of avo ed Calvinists, (in respect of per-

soiial election to eternal life,) found in this nation, com-
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pared with the mass of the population, not one in ten, to

speak much within compass; or even of the whole mul-

titude of those, who seem in earnest about religion, is a

full proof, that every man, who seeks popularity in a

new station, where Calvinism is not much known, must

be very careful how he introduces the subject; for the

hearts of his hearers will be sure to revolt against iT.

So far is man's proud and selfish nature from being

easily fascinated by the doctrine!—It should be remem-

bered, that all the followers of Mr. J, Wesley, are in

this respect Anti-calvinists, and several other com-

panies, which appear earnest in religion, and a consi-

derable proportion of evangelical clergymen and their

congregations.

P. cclxxxiii. Note. ' In tracing, &c.'^ I should not

have previously supposed, that a protestant bishop

would liiwe deigned to quote the infidel Hume in such

an argument; who, as it easily might be proved, showed

as much ignorance, when he presumed to write about

religion, as he did sound and accurate information on

other subjects; and who never, throughout his whole

history, meets v. ith any thing like Christianity, among

papists or protestants, Calvinists or Arminians, church-

men or dissenters; but he shows most clearly his bitter

enmity and sovereign contempt of it; and that always in

proportion, as the enemy to be assailed approximates to

the religion of the New Testament. I disdain to an-

swer Hume's accusation of enthusiasm. I only deny

its truth: and I rejoice that his testimony is against us;

it is the highest applause, which such a man was capa-

ble of bestowing on religious characters.

• ' In tracing the coherence among tlie systems of modern theology, we
* may observe that tlie doctrine of ubsohite decrees has ever been intimately

• connected with the enthusiastic spirit; as that doctrine afftvrds the highest

'Kuhjtct of joy, triumph, and security to the elect, and exalts tljem by in-

' fmitc degrees above Uie rest of mank-mV Hume
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P, cclxxxiii. 1. 18. ^ Ido not, &c.'* The conces-

sions, made in the former part of this quotation, make a

sort of honourable amends to the Calvinists, who before

were classed with avowed infidels and atheists^ as not

less dangerous to our church than they. St. Peter was

fully aware, that these doctrines, as stated and enlarged

on, by " his beloved brother Paul, according to the

*' wisdom given unto him," were peculiarly liable to

abuse.f We also are aware of the same; and bestow

great pains to distinguish between the genuine use of

the doctrines, in rendering the believer humble, thank-

ful, patient, meek towards all men, and joyful in temp-

tations, and afflictions; and the perversion of them, in

feeding the pride of self-preference, in buoying up, in

carnal minds, false confidence; in giving needless dis-

couragement to the unestablished; and in fostering a

hardness of spirit, in those who take them up, in a

speculative and unscriptural manner, and not experi-

mentally and practically.

P. cclxxxiv. 1. 13. ' The perversion, &c.'J The
perversion of these doctrines has been, and will be^ the

* • I do not however deny that these doctrines have been adopted and main-

' tained by some persons eminent for their learning' and in high stations ?n

* the church; but I think that the adoption of these opinions may in general

' be traced, in writers of an early period, to the abhorrence of the impious

* doctrine of human merit, which it has been frequently observed, was one

« of the chief points of controversy with the church of Rome, rather than to

* their unbiassed judgment of the sense of Scripture. I am most ready to

'allow that many Calvinists have been pious and excellent men, and I am
* fully satisfied that there are ia these days zealous christians of that persua-

* sion, who would be among the first to deplore any evil, which might befal

' our Constitution in Church or State. But I contend, that Calvinism is a

' system peculiarly liable to abuse.'

t 2 Pet. iii. 15, 16.

\ « The perversion of its tenets has in former times been made, by wicked

and designing men, the instrument of great mischief; and I fear that at the

' present moment the interests ot real Christianity suffer not a little, and that

* the EstabUshed, Church is in no small danger, from the active hostility of

' those who profess Calvinistick doclvines.'
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instruments of * great mischief, by wicked and design-

* ing men;' and so will be every tenet of Christianity,

when perverted. But, I apprehend, that the established

church is at present, as much in danger, from the active

hostility of men, professing Anti-calvinistick doctrines,

as from Calvinists. The Socinian and Arian dissenters

are zealous for the dissenting interest, and comprehend

a large number; the Wesleyan Methodists, that very

numerous body, are ylnti-calv'mists; and the success of

the Calvinistick dissenters is not owing to their princi-

ples on these subjects, but to their evangelical doc-

trines in other respects, and their zeal in promoting

them; along with their peculiar opinions, concerning

chutch-government, and against establishments. This

is fully known, to those, who are well acquainted with

facts: for they, who are the most systematical Calvinists

are far from being the most zealous persons, either in

promoting village preaching; or in the other means, by

which numbers are drawn off from the established

church. Indeed they, who are decidedly Calvinists in

judgment, seldom adduce their principles very promi-

nently, except among such as are already gained to their

aide; for if going into villages, and among those who are

strangers to the peculiar doctrines of Calvinism, instead

of showing men their need of repentance, faith, renew-

ing grace, forgiveness, in short the salvation of Christ,

and urgently pressing them to accept of it; they should

begin with predestination, election, non-election, &c;

they would not only act unscripturally, but would be

left m empty rooms. Since those, whom they proselyte,

by preaching familiarly and zealously the simpler parts

of Christianity, could not at present receive these doc-

trines, and would almost universally revolt against them.

How far the general interests of real Christianity suffer

by this, I am not prepared to say;, but the church of
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England is in no small danger, not so much from the

active hostility of Calvinists; as from the zealous exer-

tions, and evangelical tenets of men, who, however they

may be thought inferior in all other respects, are cer-

tainly more earnest and active, and intent in preaching,

and in teaching from house to house, than the parochial

clergy in general are.

P. cclxxxiv. 1. 21. ' Let^ &c.'* I most earnestly

pray God, by his special grace, to incline the hearts of

the parochial clergy, yea, all of them, to follow the ex-

cellent advice, contained in this conclusion of the chap-

ter. The substance of it is so excellent, that I have no

disposition to except to any particular expressions, which

• * Let the Parochial Clergy, by perseverinsj zeal, combined with know-

' ledge, and tempered by charity, be instant in their endeavours to heal the

' divisions which rend the Church of Christ. Let them labour to understand

^ and set forth the gospel in its original purity; not by dwelling on a few de-

* tached passages, which have been, and ever will be, the subjects of con-

* troversy, when considered witho.ut reference to the general tenor of Scrip

-

* lure, or the peculiar circumstances and opinions to which they allude; but,

* guided by the light afforded them by our truly venerable Reformers, in the

* articles, the liturgy, and the homilies of our church, let them take a com-
* prehensive viev/ of the whole of Scripture, and " rightly dividing the word
*' of truth," ' let them explain its doctrines and enforce its precepts in a

* manner conslsent with the general design of Christianity, and the known
* attributes of God. Let them, while they exhort men to remember that

* schism is not become the less criminal from its being more common, exert

« themselves to stop its progress, by a diligent discharge of the various

' duties belonging to their several stations; and conformably with that spirit

*• of forbearance, by which our church is so especially distinguished, and

* which so clearly appears in the declaration prefixed to our articles, let not

' those, who are of one mind respecting the fundament. 1 principles of our

' faith, suffer " differences upon certain curious points'' ' to break the bonds

* of peace and unity, so necessary, in this hour of common danger, for the

* preservation of true religion in these dominions. Thus by temperate zeal,

* sound knowledge, persevering diligence, and fervent charity, they will best

' evince themselves genuine members of a cluirch, foimded upon apostolical

' authority. Thus, *' showing their faith by their wm-ks," * according ta an

* apostle's injunction, they will most effectually reprove gainsayers, recal

' wanderers, and prepare themselves, " in tliis day of trial which is come
' upon all the earth," ' to give acrount of their stewardship xyhen summoned
" before their Jtidsre.'
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may not exactly accord to my own sentiments. By zeal-

ously and steadily attending to these counsels, and by no

other means, without this, the parochial clergy may re-

cover, and establish that preponderance over the dissent-

ing teachers, which is so much desired by them. It may,

however, be foreseen, that if only a part of them do this;

so that the total number forms by far the minority

among the whole company; they will soon be either

classed with the evangelical clergy, so called; or will

receive some other name of opprobrious distinction, by

th^ majority, which continues to neglect them.
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