
METHODIS'
BY3444
A9
W6
S823r

3!^S!S^SSS£

niililliliiil



r T^ /i

^^ss ion on Adc^i yg^

^^IC€D meZ-HOD\SZ C4A^

Presented by

4. Books retained overtime shall be paid for at the

rate of two cents a day per book.

5. Secure as large a reading of books as possible.

6. Any person to whom books are sent shall be re-

sponsible for said books.

Lillian C. Graeff, Librarian

209 Evangelical Building, Harrisburg, Pa.



Digitized by tlie Internet Arcliive

in 2011 with funding from

Drew University witli a grant from tlie American Tlieological Library Association

Iittp://www.arcliive.org/details/remininscencesbe01stei





REMINISCENCES



The Province of Hunan, China.



REMINISCENCES
Being a record of five and twenty years' progress

in the Woman's Home and Foreign

Missionary Society of the United

Evangehcal Church

Edited by

ESTELLA HARTZLER STEINMETZ

HISTORICAL SOCltr{ '

PUBLISHED BY

UNITED EVANGELICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

1910





PREFACE
In this little book, the Woman's Missionary Society

of the United Evangelical Church presents a series of

sketches covering briefly the history of twenty-five years'

missionary movement in the denomination. Written by

women who have given generously of their time, strength

and means to the glorious cause of missions,—and have

taken an active part in the incidents related,—these

sketches are at once interesting and authentic.

Herein is shown the zeal and devotion of the organ-

izers, who laid the society's foundation ;—equally, the en-

thusiasm with which those following carried forward the

work so well begun.

This is intended as a reference book for the many in-

terested in the quarter-century's development of our

Woman's Missionary Society. May the record also prove

an example, and an incentive to faithfulness.
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The It was not at meat in the Pharisee's house

That I sought the Lord to-day,

Alabaster Nor yet in my closet, hushed and fair,

r)„Y When I lowly knelt to pray;

But I carried my box of ointment sweet
In the face of the throngs that I chanced to meet.

"It is jewelled and precious," I proudly cried,

"And it cost me gems and gold,

And see, I shall pour it freely out

That my neighbors may behold.

And then I will meekly go my way,
'She has broken her box,' will the gazers say."

So up and down through the busy street.

Seeking my Lord, I went.

My head held high and my soul on fire

With the glow of its good intent,

And presently hard where two roads met
Stood One whom my spirit cannot forget.

Down in the dust at His beautiful feet,

With my trailing draperies white,

I cast myself with the odors sweet

—

Were there angels to watch the sight?

"Lo! I for thy pleasing have brought my best;

Take it, sweet Saviour, and give me rest!"

He stayed me then with a kingly word

:

"Not so, my child!" said He.

"Hast thou never a thought of the hidden name
In the hands that were pierced for thee?

Would'st thou wound the heart that broke to save

Thy life from the power that holds thee slave?

"Bring hither thy pride and thy discontent

And thy cherished and vain self-will;

Empty thy soul of its low desires

That my love that soul may fill.

It is not thy jewelled box I crave;

I am seeking the soul that I died to save.

"And never a gift of precious worth
Can'st thou bestow upon Me,

While thou shuttest thy poorest brother out

From thy quickened sympathy.

And never in crowds and sordid show
Can I my best upon thee bestow."

The vision faded ; the throngs whirled by

;

I stood in the path alone.

Then I went to seek for the lost, the weak.
Since my blessed Lord was gone.

Wherever they need me the box I break

To-day, to-day, for my Lord's dear sake.

—Margaret E. Sangster.
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REMINISCENCES
Organization and Method

In the days when Jesus of Nazareth walked among

men, a gracious woman, moved by love and gratitude,

came to Him with "an alabaster box of very precious

ointment, and poured it on His head, as He sat at meat."

Deeply moved by this expression of love, Jesus said

:

"Wheresoever this Gospel shall be preached throughout

the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be

spoken of for a memorial of her." In the great "Cook of

Remembrance written before Him," by unerring pens of

celestial historians, all record of service for Him will be

preserved unto the day when "the books shall be opened."

Surely it is fitting and well pleasing to God that such rec-

ords of service for Him should also be made here, not

only for a "memorial," but also to "provoke unto love

and good works." It is with this thought and motive that

the following historical sketch of the Woman's Mission-

ary Society of the United Evangelical Church has been

written.

That the uninformed reader may follow intelligently

the course of the history from its beginning, it is neces-

sary to anticipate a later development with the explana-

tion, that the name of the society under consideration, at

the time of organization, was The Woman's Missionary

Society of the Evangelical Association, which was after-

wards changed to the name the organization now bears

—

The Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society of

the United Evangelical Church.

The first strong impulse that stirred and moved the

women toward the thought of organized missionary activ-

ities, apart from the General Missionary Society of the

13
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Evangelical Association, was the opening of the Associa-

tion's first foreign mission. A great wave of missionary-

enthusiasm swept through the church in 1876, when it was

announced that the first band of missionaries, consisting

of Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Krecker, Miss Rachel Hudson
and Rev. A. Halmhuber, had accepted the call of the

Top Ro'w-—Rev. A. Halmhuber, Dr. Frederick Krecker. Lozver Rots.'—
Miss Rachel Hudson, Marguerite Krecker, Preston Krecker,

Mrs. Frederick Krecker, Ada Krecker.

Board of Missions to go to Japan. The earnest words of

the outgoing missionaries, spoken to large congregations

at farewell services, in various churches, deepened the

feeling of responsibility and desire for home missionary

effort. After the missionaries reached Japan, Miss Hud-
son, in her correspondence in the Evangelical Messenger^

and in private letters, especially in those to Miss Ella J.

Yost, urged the necessity for a Woman's Missionary So-
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ity in the church to aid the work among the women of

s Sunrise Kingdom. Inspired by these letters and edi-

rials, Miss Yost began to bring the subject before the

)men of the church through her fertile pen, and finally,

the Evangelical Messenger of May 23, 1878, she sent

t a call to them to prepare for the organizing of wo-

=n's missionary societies.

Also, ]\Irs. Hoffsommer, of Hazleton, Pennsylvania,

ter reading the addresses made at the missionary fare-

ill service, felt impelled to suggest through the Mcssen-

r, that the women of the church have a box labelled

:

^'he Japanese Mission Box," and each week drop into it

e cents for the cause—little thinking that in a few years

ere would be a Woman's Missionary Society to receive

e contributions.

As early as April, 1876. the editor of the Evangelical

essengcr, Rev. H. B. Hartzler, said in an editorial : "The

issionary spirit in the church should be stimulated in

ery possible way. The more this blessed work is pros-

uted, the greater will be the direct results of precious

rvesting." Also in the Messenger of October 3, 1878,

e editor calls the attention of the Board of Missions to

e desire of the women to organize a Woman's Mission-

y Society, and in later editorials kept this subject con-

uially before the church. Finally, Mrs. Jacob Hartzler,

rs. Sarah A. O. Herlacher, Miss Ella J. Yost and Mrs.

. B. Hartzler, after a council at the home of the first-

med, requested their pastor to announce a meeting for

scussion of the subject ; all joined freely in plans, sug-

stions and earnest prayer. During the discussion a

ominent official of the church remarked, "It will be use-

?s to appeal to the Board ; they will not grant permission

r such an organization." Whereupon Mrs. Herlacher

narked : "Well, they cannot prevent our gathering funds

id praying for such an organization," which the women
d until their desire was granted by the Board.
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In October, 1878, a petition was sent to the Board of

Missions by a number of women from the Calvary church,

Cleveland, Ohio, requesting the Board to make provision

for the organization of a Woman's Foreign Missionary

Society. The Board, however, refused the application on

the ground that they could see no necessity for such an

organization in the church. They requested the women to

continue in the good work, maintaining that they already

had opportunity enough to work for the cause of mis-

sions in connection with the General Board. But the band

of women felt differently, and nothing daunted, planned

and prayed while they waited.

In 1880, the women of Lindsay, Ohio, inspired by their

leader, Miss Minerva Strawman, prepared a second peti-

tion and presented it to the Board of Missions, in Cleve-

land, October 8. This petition was received with some

favor, and the privilege to organize local auxiliaries, un-

der the supervision of the pastors in charge, was granted.

October 27, 1880, societies were organized in South Chi-

cago, Illinois, and in Lindsay, Ohio. On February g,

1 88 1, the women of the Calvary church, Cleveland, Ohio,

organized ; next Naperville, Illinois, came into line with a

society, and others followed in rapid succession.

Letters from the ''Sunrise Kingdom," and editorials ap-

peared in the Evangelical Messenger and other church pa-

pers, urging organization in all the districts in every con-

ference, and a definite plan for general organization—to

which the women of Cleveland had been looking forward

from the very first, and in which movement they led. A
committee from the Cleveland local society was appointed

to draw up a constitution,—Miss Ella J. Yost, Mrs. W. H.

Hammer, Mrs. S. L. Wiest, Mrs. Lottie Swengel and Mrs.

H. B. Hartzler. The constitution was published in the

Evangelical Messenger of March i, 1881, and afterward

sent out in pamphlet form for the use of the auxiliaries.

The work progressed, but not as rapidly as desired,
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and in 1883 the Cl^eland Society appointed the Corre-

sponding Secretary, Mrs. W. H. Hammer, to open cor-

respondence with women throughout the church, to

arouse and increase the spirit of missions. January 16,

1883, the first letter was sent out, followed by many

others, which proved such an impetus to pastors and

people, that in a short time forty new societies were or-

ganized, representing eleven annual conferences. A'

large number of copies of the constitution were sent out,

and a special letter of appeal was forwarded to twenty

of the conferences in annual session. It was read be-

fore only twelve of these. However, the Woman's Mis-

sionary Society received great encouragement from many
of the conferences. The Pittsburg Conference of 1883

made special reference to the work of the women as

possibly the most efficient missionary enterprise in the

church.

On May 3, 1883. through the Corresponding Secretary

of the Cleveland W. M. S., Mrs. Hammer, a communica-

tion was published in the Evangelical Messenger, inviting

the local societies and others to a Woman's IMissionary

Convention in Calvary church, Cleveland, Ohio, June 3

and 4, 1883. Fifteen societies responded by sending del-

egates and others with letters of greeting. Mrs. H. B.

Hartzler was chosen president, and Miss Kate Kline-

felter, secretary. The meetings were full of interest and

enthusiasm. One of the most important actions of the

convention was the appointment of a committee to draft

a letter to the General Conference, pleading for a place

in authorized church-work, and for permission to organ-

ize a Woman's Board of Missions for Home and For-

eign Work, auxiliary to the Parent Society. The com-

mittee consisted of Mrs. W. H. Hammer, Mrs. E. J. Y.

Preyer, Mrs. H. B. Hartzler, of Cleveland, Ohio; Mrs.

H. C. Smith, of Naperville, Illinois ; Miss Minerva

Strawman, of Lindsay, Ohio; Mrs. W. C. Kantner, of
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Terre Hill, Pennsylvania, and Mrs. S. P. Spreng, of

Circleville, Ohio.

"The startling tidings of the death of Dr. Krecker,

missionary in Japan, which came by cablegram to the con-

vention on Sabbath morning, cast an almost inexpressible

gloom and sadness over the audience, but impressed

more deeply the needs of the missionary cause."

A resolution was passed at the next day's session, that

all women of the church "observe the hour from one to

two each day in earnest supplication for the success of

the Woman's Missionary Society in the church."

The convention closed with great encouragement and

the women were very hopeful. The editor of the Evan-

gelical Messenger soon after opened a Woman's Column
in the paper, "in the interest of the study of missions

;"

and in November, 1884, the motto of the society, as given

in the report of the corresponding secretary, Mrs. W. H.

Hammer, appeared for the first time as a heading : "A
Woman's Missionary Society in every congregation, and

every woman a member."

The letter of appeal, prepared by the committee ap-

pointed at this convention, was sent to General Confer-

ence, in Allentown, Pennsylvania, October, 1883. The

resolution reads thus

:

Whereas, The time has fully come for the organiza-

tion of a Woman's Board of Missions in the church, for

the more systematic and general prosecution of this de-

partment of the work of missions; therefore,

Resolved, That we. the twenty-five local Woman's
Missionary Societies represented here, respectfully and

earnestly request the General Conference to sanction and

authorize the organization of a Woman's Board, in order

to a general organization of the work throughout the

bounds of the church.

The General Conference gave favorable consideration

to the appeal, and referred the organization of the Wo-
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man's Missionary Society and its petitioners to the Board

of Missions ; the Board referred the matter to its Exec-

utive Committee. The Board of Missions appointed Miss

Ada B. Johnson missionary to Japan. She was one of

the leading workers in the Woman's Missionary Society

of Calvary church, Cleveland, Ohio.

The action of the Board of Missions deferred the gen-

eral organization of the W. M. S. for an entire year.

Meanwhile the work of local organizatioji was zeal-

ously prosecuted, and during the year following, the

Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Hammer, sent out a call

for a convention to meet in Calvary church, Cleve-

land, Ohio, at the time of the annual meeting of the

Board of Missions, in October, 1884. The convention

was called to adopt the constitution and effect a general

organization. There was appointed a committee of seven

to proceed to Salem church, on Erie Street, where the

Board was in session, to meet with a .Board Committee,

to consider and ratify the constitution. The constitution

as presented by the women, was gone over article by

article, and after many changes, finally ratified on Octo-

ber 1 2th. While the two committees were in session,

the women were assembled in the prayer room of Calvary

church, with Mrs. W. M. Stanford as leader, to suppli-

cate at the throne of grace. At the evening session of

that memorable Monday, a committee of two—Miss Mi-

nerva Strawman and Mr. D. C. Herr—were commis-

sioned to go to the Board of Missions and obtain

the result, returning, at once to report. When they en-

tered the room, with faces all aglow, prayer was turned

to praise. The following morning, the 13th of October,

the convention held a final session, and organized the

Woman's Missionary Society of the Evangelical Associ-

ation, by the adoption of the constitution and the election

of officers.

Airs. S. L. Wiest was the first life member; Mrs. E. J.
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Y. Preyer, the second. The first honorary member was

Mrs. Charles Baltz, and the second, Mother Dill (seventy-

five years old). The society successfully endured the

test of the first year's formative stages, adjusting itself

more and more fully to existing conditions and demands.

The first annual meeting of the society found it fairly

under way to achieve larger successes. The Woman's
Home and Foreign Missionary Society of the United

Evangelical Church, as now named and constituted, is

auxiliary to the missionary society of the church. The
organization includes Woman's Board of Missions, An-

nual Conference Branch Societies, Local Societies, Young
People's Societies, Mission Bands, Home Departments

and Cradle Rolls. Among the agencies employed in the

work is a Bureau of Literature for the spread of mission-

ary intelligence, by means of a free circulating library

and the pubHcation of missionary magazines, leaflets and

tracts.

The Woman's Board of Missions, which administers

the affairs of the society, consists of the officers of the

society and one representative for every fifteen auxiliaries

of each Branch Society. An Executive Committee, elect-

ed by the Woman's Board, represents that body in the

intervals of its annual meetings. The Conference

Branches consist of delegates appointed from each aux-

iliary, also one representative from the Young People's

Missionary Societies and Mission Bands.

On the occasion of the first convention, when the Con-

stitution of the Woman's Missionary Society was adopt-

ed, Mrs, W, H. Fouke carried an autograph-book, in

which she secured all the names of the delegates. These

are:

Naperville, Illinois—
Mrs. H. C. Smith, Mrs, Laura Leffler, Miss May

Stenger.

I
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Chicago, Illinois—
Mrs. Charles Baltz, Mrs. W. H. Fouke.

Greensburg, Ohio—
Miss Kate Klinefelter, Mrs. Anna Kring.

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania—
Mrs. Rebecca Rohland.

Akron, Ohio—
Mrs. M. Hollinger, Mrs. J. Yocky.

Tiffin, Ohio—
Mrs. S. A. Vandersall.

Lindsay, Ohio—
Miss Minerva Strawman.

Cambridge City, Indiana—
Mrs. Rebecca Dill, Miss Pauline Shawhan.

Marshallville, Ohio—
Mrs. Nellie Good Schneider.

Flat Rock, Ohio—
Eliza McCauley, Miss Rose Meek.

Brownhehn, Ohio—
Mrs. S. K. Frebach.

Cleveland, Ohio—
Mrs. H. B. Hartzler, Mrs. L. A."' Swengel, Mrs. S. L.

Wiest, Mrs. W. M. Stanford, Mrs. E. C. Hasenpflug,

Mrs. S. A. O. Herlacher, Mrs. E. J. Y. Preyer, Mrs. W.
H. Hammer, Miss Emma Yost.

We close the chapter of organization and methods, to

give place to others who will, in turn, tell of the work

further achieved.

[An effort was made to secure the picture of Mrs.

W. H. Hammer for this book ; and we regret that it

could not be obtained in time.]



The Story of the Numbers

In the chapter on "Organization and Method," we learn

•of the means employed to interest the women of the

church in definite activity along missionary lines. It is

the purpose of this chapter to record the society's growth

in numbers.

Mrs. Ida M. Haefele, General Secretary of the

Woman's Missionary Society.

Fluctuations in the thought and feeling of our church-

life caused ebb and flow tides in the growth of the Wo-
man's Missionary Society. The greatest growth of the

membership is recorded during those periods, in the his-

tory of the church, when the women were free to make

22
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prominent the thought of woman's work for the Christ-

less milhons in foreign lands. Not that at such times

there was less interest in the home church; for our wo-

men were quick to see that a strong organization is de-

pendent on a strong church,—and a strong mission in

foreign lands needs a strong constituency for its support

:

hut over and over again has it been proven that "the light

that shines farthest, shines brightest at home."

With this thought in mind, let us glance over the twen-

ty-five years of our existence. The inception of the

society came as a result of the church establishing a mis-

sion in Japan.

Mrs. H. B. Hartzler, Mrs. S. L. Wiest and Mrs. Preyer

prepared the first Constitution. In a short time forty new
societies representing eleven annual conferences, were

organized. The records do not give a definite statement

of the membership, but an approximate estimate would

place it at 1,000.

October 14, 1884, this band of women were organized

as a denominational organization, auxiliary to the Parent

Missionary Society of the Evangelical Association.

That the women had faith in their cause was evident

from their persistence. A humorous side of the situation

was also evident : to reach the desired goal was such a

long, severe strain, that, at this early day, one of the sis-

ters was constrained to give an address on "The History

of the Early Growth of Woman's Missionary Societies in

Our Church." The women now had an open field for

effort. Difficulties there were and hindrances, and much
prejudice on the part of the ministry to be overcome.

There was much to learn because of the newness of the

work and inexperience of a large number of the women

;

nevertheless, every year saw the organization becoming

more efficient.

Beginning with 1885, other questions became so promi-

nent in the church that much attention was diverted from
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the Japan Mission. After the division of the church it

ceased entirely to be a field for effort on the part of the

United Evangelical w^omen : and so for many years the

most important work of the society lay along the line of

organization. But from the year 1893, when interest cen-

tered around the accumulation of $15,000 for the purpose

of entering the foreign field, foreign work was again the

power,—the centripetal force,—that drew the women into

the ranks of the Woman's Missionary Society.

We must not understand that the task of raising $15,000

was an independent factor, changing the trend of thought

in the society. To the standard-bearers it meant only a

step nearer the desired goal; but the fifteen thousand

dollars became something tangible, a common interest to

all the women, and the rank and file were more willing

to identify themselves with the organization when they

realized that there was special, definite work for them to

do. The six years that followed were difficult years for

the church, and consequently for the Woman's Mission-

ary Society ; but the women succeeded in adding nearly

2,050 to their membership, and raising $14,000. For the

part they were unable to do themselves,—work a change

of condition and sentiment in the church,—they be-

sieged the throne of grace and the reward of the impor-

tunate widow became theirs.

The next great uplift,—one that is ever deepening and

widening in its beneficent influence on the growth and

development of the Woman's Home and Foreign Mis-

sionary Society of the United Evangelical Church, came,

when, in 1900, the church sent its first missionaries to

Hunan, China, to establish a foreign mission ;—of which

the reader will learn in another chapter. Suffice it to

say since 1900 there has been a gain in membership of

over 3,500, and every conference has an active Branch

organization. The accompanying table will show, that
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from a numerical standpoint, the Woman's Missionary

Society has long ago proven its right to exist.

NUMBER OF MEMBER-
AUXIEIARIES SHIP

1885, 45 1,292

1886, 60 1,686

1887, 78 2,048

1888, 71 1,697

1889, 115 2,398

1890, 124 1,959

1891, ^2 1,660

1892, 59 i>333

i893' 77 1785

1894, loi 2,117

1895, 113 1.932

1896, 98 2,142

1897, 156
_

2,488

1898, 153
"

2,703

1899, ^72 2,703

1899, 172 2,807

1900, 165 4,240

1901, 194 3.799

1902, 225 4,207

1903, 227 4,757

1904, 242 5,108

1905, 263 6,035

1906, 285 6,685

1907, 284 7,186

1908, 301 7,841

1909, 320 8,449

The depression in the record of auxiliaries and mem-
bership from 1891-1893 is accounted for by a relentless

church-war, and finally a division of the forces. The
Woman's Missionary Society recognized no church trou-

ble, but went quietly about its work. It naturally fell to
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the side from whence it received its greatest encourage-

ment, and that side became the United EvangeHcal

Church. However, the society sustained a great loss in

membership, as well as some of its ablest leaders, and it

took several years to recover from the shock. The re-

organization of the church and change of name brought

about an entirely different condition of affairs ; so that

the Woman's Missionary Society, as we find it to-day, is

greatly changed. Some of the Conference Branches are

missing; others had practically disbanded, reorganized

on a different basis, and are now known as our younger

Branches. East Pennsylvania, Central Pennsylvania,

Platte River and Illinois never swerved from their chosen

path. East Pennsylvania Branch made its largest growth

since 1900, and now numbers 3,508 members. Central

Pennsylvania kept up a steady growth through the suc-

cessive years and now has 1,738 members. Pittsburg and

Des Moines Branches were organized in 1899 ; Pittsburg

now having 646 members and Des Moines 365. For

some years the Canton, Ohio, Auxiliary stood alone, but

a Branch with three auxiliaries was organized in 1900.

They have increased to twelve auxiliaries, having 325

members. The Platte River Branch never was so strong

as at the present time ; it numbers 26 auxiliaries, with 409
members. The Northwestern Branch was organized in

1901, and has a present membership of 187, while Kansas

Branch, the youngest, was organized in 1902. It now has

an active membership of 147.

Illinois Branch has a history that reads like a ro-

mance. In 1890 Illinois had 23 auxiliaries, with 289

members ; Ohio Branch had 20 auxiliaries, with 360 mem-
bers; Indiana Branch had 29 auxiliaries, with 231 mem-
bers. None others could approach these three in num-

bers. So severe was the storm that broke over the Illi-

nois Conference in 1891, that only nine auxiliaries, with

181 members were left to the Branch. But the Illinois
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women bent their energies to the task of rallying, and

in 1893 the corresponding secretary was able to report

thirty-three auxiliaries, with a membership of 420, and

over $900 in the treasury. The Branch now has a mem-
bership of 949.

There are members in the Woman's Missionary Society

at the present time, whose names touch a tender chord in

the hearts of those who know the earlier struggles of the

society. They are our veterans :—their names have run

like a golden thread through the records of the Woman's
Missionary Society for twenty-five years, and even yet

they glint on the surface, either in Branch or Board or

the local auxiliary. Such names as Mrs. H. B. Hartzler,

Mrs. W. M. Stanford, Mrs. S. L. Wiest, Mrs. C. F. Rass-

weiler, Mrs. M. M. T. Fouke, Mrs. S. F. Entorf, Mrs.

Wm. Caton, Mrs. W. E. Detwiler, Mrs. T. L. Haines and

Mrs. J. W. Drehmer have made our present work possi-

ble, and we rejoice in continued interest and help. The

Woman's Missionary Society has given to the church

women. It has been a training school for women, so that

in every conference Branch a strong, capable, consecrated

corps of leaders is carrying to success the work so dear

to us all.

Our women have heeded the call to the foreign field.

Mrs. Krecker spent nine years in Japan ; Mrs. T. W.
Woodside has scattered the Word in West Central Africa

since 1888; Miss Millie Ellerding has been a missionary

in Brazil ; Mrs. Maude Wiest Turnbull was a missionary

in India; Mrs. C. N. Dubs, Mrs. C. C. Talbott, Mrs. H.

E. Voss, Mrs. W. I. Shambaugh, Miss Irene Poling, Mrs.

T. L. C. Suhr and Mrs. Irving Dunlap are our own mis-

sionaries in China; Mrs. Emma Fuessle and Mrs. A. I.

Ferch are returned missionaries from China.

Two tiny rivulets of beneficence start at Lindsay,

Ohio, and South Chicago, Illinois, one bright October

day. Other rivulets join with them as they ripple along.
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Do they know whither bound, or are they but dimly con-

scious that the resistless impulse which carries them for-

ward is the beckoning of the great, distant ocean? The
rivulets become a rtmning brook ; verdant green and sun-

ny skies follow in its pathway; and then, like a silver

thread, the stream winds its way around the hills, through

the valleys and over the plains. Ever deeper, wider and

stronger it grows, carrying upon its bosom its cargo of

blessing,—until it merges into the ocean of God's love,

—

and the tiny rivulets have come back to their source.



The Romance of Figures

When a project in which we are interested is de-

pendent on money for its development and maintenance

the figures that stand for the money have a real fascina-

tion for us. This has been especially true in our Wo-
man's Missionary Society. Perhaps no one watched the

Mrs. W. B. Detuilcr, Treasurer of the

IVoinan's Missionary Society.

climbing of the figures with greater interest than did

Mrs. Lottie A. Swengel, the first treasurer, and none

more pleased than she, that at the end of the first year

we could count $1,219.71 as receipts.

In the beginning of her fourth year as treasurer, Mrs.

Swengel resigned the office because of removal from

29
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Cleveland, the headquarters of the society ; and Mrs. E.

J. Y. Preyer was appointed to fill the vacancy. At the

fourth annual meeting of the society, Mrs. N. G. Schnei-

der was elected treasurer. Before her third year in of-

fice had expired Mrs. Schneider resigned, and Mrs. Ida

M. Haefele consented to serve during the remainder of

the year. In 1892 Mrs. S. L. Wiest was made treasurer.

Mrs. Wiest served one year, and, declining to have her

name used again, the present treasurer was elected. At

the close of the first ten years of the organization of the

society, the receipts amounted to $19,759.03. In the sec-

ond decade the climbing of the figures was more rapid,

having reached $77,563.32 at its close. In the last five

years of the twenty-five, the figures made a bound, the

receipts being $115,322.18. As is seen, the amount for

the twenty-five years is $212,644.53.

These figures are interesting, not simply because of the

money for which they stand. As looked upon by the

members of the society, some of them stand for the "sac-

rifice which is at the root of all the blossoms of goodness

that have survived the wreck of Paradise." Thousands

of dollars have come into the treasury by reason of self-

denial practiced in March, the self-denial month. The
offerings around which cluster the most pleasant mem-
ories are the November Thank-Offerings : the offerings

that "reveal we have been counting our blessings and that

the plant Gratitude, whose fruit is Happiness, is growing

in the heart ; those that, drawing us from occupation with

the gifts themselves, bring us closer to the Giver of all

gifts because we share them in a special way with him."

The Thank-Offerings for the Silver Anniversary year

were $4,514.92.

The Thank-Offering was introduced into the society

as early as 1889. The Thank-Offering box, that has been

used for a number of years, was designed by Miss Emma
Dittmar. Then, too, the figures, for us, are intertwined
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with faith. When for the second time we began to con-

tribute for foreign mission work, and that in the face of

strong protest, we beheved our church would have such

work in the not distant future.

Mrs. T. L. Haines stepped out on faith when she

recommended that the Mission Bands be given, as their

special part of the work, the gathering of a fund for the

establishment of Boarding Schools in a foreign field.

The result has been, that the children have contributed

$21,360.70 for this purpose in the last sixteen years, this

besides what they have given to the Hospital Fund and

other of our objects.

The Hospital Fund was begun with the gifts of two

friends who believed we would have hospital work in our

mission. When we remember there is only one medical

missionary for every two and a half million of

China's suffering hundreds of millions, and that

nothing breaks down prejudice like the work of

the medical missionary, we are thankful that at last we

have a medical missionary and a missionary nurse as part

of our China Mission force ; thankful that our hopes

are to be realized in the establishment of a hospital in our

mission. The fund secured for the purpose has reached

$24,344.13. It is a pleasing thought that baby hands have

helped to make the fund what it is,—the Cradle Roll of-

ferings being part of the sum.

Bible Women's Work has appealed strongly to the

members of the society; maybe because it is preeminently

women's work for women. An encouraging feature of

the work is the Bible Women's Training School at

Changsha. The receipts for this work have been $3,-

149.58.

Realizing the need of Home Mission work in the West,

whither multitudes from foreign lands flock, taking with

them their foreign faith and reprehensible practices ; and

in the East, especially in the large towns and cities, which
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are as "storm-swept seas throwing multitudes of immortal

souls into the breakers of the life beyond the grave;"

realizing this, the society has kept the receipts for home
work well Up with those for foreign work. The amount

secured for home conferences has been $32,121.56; those

for western missions, $8,181.72. Many thousands of dol-

lars, too, have been given for local church work, generally

reported under the head of Home Contingent Fund. Per-

haps no one of our objects appealed to our women as did

Tlic Krccker Memorial Rest Home (in the front of picture)

at Killing, China.

the Mrs. Krecker Memorial Home. With little effort

$3,194.26 was secured for this purpose. A more fitting

and beautiful memorial could not have been thought of,

than that suggested by Mrs. C. F. Rassweiler,—a Sum-

mer Rest Home for our missionaries.

It is a great pleasure to know that, up and away from

the heat of the city and plain, we have this summer home,

standing as it does in the midst of "magnificent piles of

rocks and mountains," beautiful wild flowers blooming

all about, and clouds of endless variety and beauty float-

ing- above it.
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A cause for congratulation is the fact that the receipts

for the General Treasury (expense fund), have exceeded

the expenses, except in one year, when the deficiency

was made good by a friend. The receipts of the General

Treasury come from the dues of the members of Aux-

iliaries, Young People's Missionary Societies, Mission

Bands and basket ofiferings taken at the annual meetings.

It is the privilege of the Woman's Board to appropriate,

each year, the balance in the General Treasury. The ap-

propriations go where, in the judgment of the Woman's
Board, they are most needed.

In accordance with the recommendation of the Wo-
man's Board that as an evidence of thankfulness for hav-

ing been permitted to work twenty-five years, an extra

silver oft'ering should be brought to the treasury at the

time of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the organization

of the society, steps were taken to bring this about. Mrs.

Haefele was appointed to keep the purpose before the

society through the Missionary Tidings. Her three years

of faithful service bore fruit, more especially in the few

months preceding the anniversary. W^hile the offering

did not reach the aim, the earnest effort and sacrifice con-

nected with the gathering of it made this silver offering

of $3,095.00 a beautiful one with which to crown the of-

ferings of the twenty-five years.

A gift of five hundred dollars was given our Woman's
Missionary Society in memory of its first treasurer. The
interest of the five hundred dollars is to be used forever

for our foreign mission work. This is a fitting memorial

to one who was intensely interested in the work of our

society.

One hundred dollars, in annuity form, is a gift from

one of the charter members of the society. This gift is

for the Bible Women's Training School, and the donor,

each year, generously gives the interest for that purpose.



Our Literature

Periodical Literature of the Woman's

Missionary Society

At the first annual meeting of the Woman's Missionary

Society, September 25, 1885, a resolution was adopted re-

questing the Board of Missions to publish a missionary

magazine. In 1886, before the Board complied with this

request, the ^lissionary Alessenger Company offered the

\\^oman's Missionary Society a department in their paper,

providing it be made the organ of their society. This

offer being accepted, ^Irs. E. J. Y. Preyer was elected

editor of the department and served in this capacity for

four successive years.

At the seventh annual Board meeting, the Woman's

Missionary Society decided to publish their own paper in

Harrisburg, Pa., under the supervision of the followmg

ministers: Revs. S. S. Chubb, B. J. Smoyer and U. F.

Swengel. ^Irs. F. G. Stauffer was the editor and Airs.

Lottie Swengel and Airs. E. Divan, associate editors.

Rev. Air. Chubb served as publisher the fore part of the

year, and Rev. William Shuler the latter part.

The first number was published in January, 1892, with

the name Missionary Tidings. The subscription price

was twenty-five cents a year. At the annual Board

Aleeting of 1892, the Executive Committee was author-

ized to arrange for the publication of the Tidings. Airs.

Stauffer was reelected editor ; Airs. Ida Haefele, assist-

ant; Aliss Alarguerite Krecker, editor of the Alission

Band Department, and Rev. F. G. Stauffer, publisher.

In January, 1893, the Missionary Tidings was enlarged

from eight to twelve pages, and a "Alission Band Depart-

34
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ment" was introduced. At the annual Board meeting the

editor and assistant editor were reelected. Rev. S. L.

Wiest, of the Evangelical Publishing Co., Harrisburg,

Pa., was made publisher; 1,578 subscriptions were re-

ported for Tidings. After Mrs. Stauffer's removal to

the South in November of this year, Mrs. Ida Haefele

became her successor. ]\Iiss Blanche Stanford was ap-

pointed assistant editor.

In August, 1894, on account of over-work and ill-

health, Mrs. Plaefele was compelled to resign. ]\lrs. Eliz-

abeth Krecker, our able President, edited the September

number. In September ]\Irs. Emma Divan was elected

editor, Miss Blanche Stanford and Mrs. Ida Haefele, as-

sistant editors, all of whom continued in office until 1897,

when Mrs. Blanche Stanford Becker became managing

editor.

In January, 1896, another change from twelve to six-

teen pages was made in the size of the Tidings, and fifty

dollars salary was paid the editor. The publisher's re-

port this year showed a subscription list of 2,223.

(In 1898 Airs. Blanche Stanford Becker gave fifteen

dollars for the purchase of premium books as an incentive

to increased circulation.)

In 1899, Mrs. Becker resigned. Mrs. M. M. T. Fouke
was elected editor. Mrs. C. N. Dubs, secretary of the

Bureau of Literature, became publisher. ]Mrs. Ida Haef-

ele, successor to Airs. Fouke, served as editor from 1899
to June, 1902.

In April, 1900, Airs. C. Newton Dubs' farewell appears

in the Tidings as follows : "Our appointment to China

now makes it necessary for me to lay down the work of

our Bureau of Literature. When I took the work, in

1896, little did I think that the step would lead to mis-

sion work in a larger field. I seemed to have found my
work and took keen pleasure in my department, because
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they were the means of spreading missionary intelHgence.

However,

" 'There is a divinity that shapes our ends

Rough hew them as we may.'

"And so, we have accepted the call of God and humbly

take up the work of bringing the glad news of salvation

to the poor, benighted Chinese." Mrs. Charles Shaffer

succeeded Mrs. Dubs as pul)lisher. At the Board Meet-

ing this year it was decided to give space for Young Peo-

ple's Missionary Society work. Mrs. Blanche Becker was

elected publisher.

In 1901 another enlargement of the Tidings resulted

in twenty pages. The editor's salary was fixed at $125,

with $25 additional for expenses. The publisher's salary

was made $75. Mrs. Haefele was reelected editor and

Mrs. H. H. Smith, of Mohnsville, Pa., was made pub-

lisher.

In June, 1902, upon the resignation of Mrs. Haefele

as editor, Miss Estella Hartzler, Harrisburg, Pa., was

appointed. She served in this capacity until October,

1909. In October, 1902, 4.467 subscriptions were re-

ported. The publisher's salary was raised to $100.00.

It was decided that the November number of the Tidings

be enlarged only as much as necessary to include a con-

densed report of the Woman's Board. This year the

5,000 mark in subscriptions was passed.

(In June, 1904, the editor, Miss Plartzler, was married

to Mr. Steinmetz.)

In April, 1905. our pul^lishcr died. Pier husband. Rev.

H. H. Smith, kindly consented to act as publisher during

her illness and until the close of the year. At the Board

meeting the offices of Secretary of Bureau of Literature,

publisher of Tidings and publisher of the Gem, were com-

bined. Miss Lillian Grseft" was elected to this important

position. Editor's and publisher's salaries for this year
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were paid out of the general treasury fund. The latter

part of 1906 the editor's and publisher's salaries were paid

from subscriptions, with a small cash balance. There

were 7,002 subscriptions to Tidings at this time. Miss

Carrie V. Neitz became editor of the four extra pages

in the Tidings devoted to Young People's work, in Octo-

ber of 1907.

After seven years of service, in 1909, on account of

the condition of her eyes, Mrs. Steinmetz was obliged

to resign as editor. Miss Anna Crowell, of York, Pa.,

was elected to succeed her. Miss Carrie V. Neitz was

reelected editor of the Young People's Department; Miss

Lillian Gra?ff was reelected publisher. At this point, it

will prove of interest to show the fine growth in the sub-

scription list of Tidings. Suffice it to say that in 1893 the

subscribers numbered 1,578, and that this list had climbed

to 8,226 by the year 1909.

Bureau of Literature

In August, 1887, at their third annual meeting in Cleve-

land, Ohio, the Woman's Missionary Society passed a

resolution that a bureau of exchange should be estab-

lished for the distribution of missionary literature among
the auxiliaries. The same year the foundation for the

bureau was laid in the gift of a series of missionary leaf-

lets and tracts.

In 1888 it was recommended that a bureau of exchange

and a district manager be established on each district.

iVIrs. Lottie A. Swengel was appointed to purchase and sup-

ply literature for the auxiliaries.

In 1890 the monthly envelope system and the quarterly

envelope plan were adopted. This year marked the be-

ginning of Thank-Offering money for the Woman's Mis-

sionary Society. One-half of the receipts were given to

the Bureau of Literature. Mrs. F. G. Staufifer, of Cleve-

land, Ohio, succeeded Mrs, Swengel as superintendent
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of the Bureau. In 1892 she reported receipts of Bureau

to be $26.40. Mrs. Ada B. Collins was elected superin-

tendent in 1892. Constitutions were printed for auxilia-

ries and Mission Bands in 1893. Report blanks and For-

eign Mission pledge cards were printed the following

year. Mrs. H. H. Rassweiler was elected superintendent,

and Airs. Collins, assistant superintendent. September,

1895, Mrs. C. N. Dubs became superintendent and Mrs.

Collins was reelected.

In 1896 a committee of publication was appointed;

Airs. Dubs was made chairman. The Board recommend-

ed that each auxiliary be asked to appropriate not less

than one dollar annually to the Bureau. During this

year three thousand leaflets were printed for free dis-

tribution.

In 1897 Mrs. Dubs was reelected superintendent. The
Executive Committee were asked to prepare a leaflet en-

titled "Hints and Helps for Auxiliaries." Self-denial en-

velopes, "World Penny Helper," designed by Miss Emma
Ditmar, of Williamsport, Pa., and the little "Banks of

Blessing," designed by Mrs. T. L. Haines, for the Mis-

sion Bands, were included in the Bureau supplies this

year. •
-

In 1898 the Scriptural Thank-Ofl^ering Box, designed

by Miss Emma Ditmar, was introduced. Another new
feature was a Cradle Roll outfit including Cradle Roll

Certificates, Record Book and a leaflet on Cradle Roll

work. New Alission Band report blanks, organization

report blanks, and topic cards were printed. The pub-

lishing of Missionary Tidings was placed under the su-

pervision of the Bureau of Literature. It was decided

that Self-denial envelopes be provided for Young Peo-

ple's Society and Mission Band use.

In December of 1899, Wall Charts, containing the Mis-

sion Band prayer, creed, pledge and benediction, were

placed on sale by the bureau.
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In January, 1900, Mrs. T. L. Haines prepared the first

copy of an illustrated leaflet, to be published monthly in

the interest of Young People's Societies and Mission

Bands. In April of this year, the superintendent of the

Bureau of Literature accepted a call as missionary to

China. At Mrs. Dubs' resignation, the Board decided

to separate the two departments of superintendent of the

Bureau of Literature and Publisher of the Tidings, to

make the work less burdensome.

Mrs. W. J. Gruhler, of Germantown, Pa., was appoint-

ed superintendent of the Bureau of Literature, and in

September of the same year, duly elected. July, 1900,

—

Extract from an editorial in "Tidings" : "To perpet-

uate the memory of a departed loved mother, and to

further the cause we so much love, I make this gift to

the Woman's Missionary Society of our church." This

is the reason Mrs. W. J. Gruhler, Superintendent of Bu-

reau of Literature, gives for her beautiful act in placing

at the disposal of the Woman's Missionary Society the

"Memorial Circulating Library," then numbering forty

volumes.

Mrs. Fouke was appointed to prepare the Illustrated

Leaflet. In 190 1 it was decided that the Bureau provide

the Mission Band with pledge cards, prepared by the

General Superintendent, Mrs. Haines.

In October, 1902, the Executive Committee joined with

the United Study of Missions. Their action was en-

dorsed and the Mission Study Text books were added to

the Bureau of Literature. Great interest was aroused

through the Memorial Circulating Library, which now
numbered seventy-two volumes. Mrs. Fouke was re-

elected editor of the Illustrated Leaflet. The Board in-

structed the Bureau of Literature to furnish district or-

ganizers a supply of helps, annually, the cost not to ex-

ceed one dollar for each organizer.

In 1903, Rev. A. W. Shenberger presented the Bureau
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with a book, entitled "Reminiscences of a Minister's

Wife," written by the late Mrs. Shenberger,—receipts of

its sale to go to our foreign fund. The "Beautiful Life

of Mrs. Elizabeth Krecker," by her daughter. Miss Ada
Marie Krecker, was published by the Bureau. The
Memorial Circulating Library at this time numbered one

hundred volumes.

In 1904, Mrs. Jennie Noot was appointed editor of the

Illustrated Leaflet. The following year the Leaflet was

discontinued, as the Gem supplied that need.

In 1905 the Board decided that the work of the Su-

perintendent of Bureau of Literature, Publisher of Ti-

dings, and Publisher of the Gem, be combined, and that

one person be elected for this work, to be granted a sal-

ary of three hundred dollars. Miss Lillian Graeff, of

Lebanon, Pa., was elected to this ofifice of Secretary and

Publisher of Literature, the Alemorial Circulating Li-

brary remaining in charge of the General Librarian, Mrs.

Gruhler. We must note here that circulating libraries

are used by several of the Conference Branches, and

prove very helpful.

Believing that even though a little thing, it would be

an incentive to endeavor, in 1906 it was recommended

that some suitable emblem, expressive of our work, be

adopted. ]\Iiss Lillian Grseff and Miss Carrie Bordlemay

were appointed to select a design to be used as a stamp

upon our literature and as an emblematic pin. At this

Board meeting three hundred dollars were appropriated

from the Bureau to the Krecker Memorial Home at Ku-

ling, China. Other expenses were paid from the Bureau

funds. The Secretary and Publisher's salary was in-

creased fifty dollars.

In April, 1907, the Banks of Blessing were replaced by

pretty Chinese mite boxes, designed by Miss Emma Ditt-

mar. Our emblem, designed by Miss Laura Stanford

(now Mrs. Wm. Gorsuch) made its appearance this
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montli. The pins were of three grades. Another addi-

tion to our hterature department was a set of twenty-

three cards bearing pictures of our Chinese Mission

work.

In 1908 Home Department envelopes, Cradle Roll en-

velopes, and treasurer's blanks were printed. The sum

of $172.54 was paid out of the Bureau funds for paper-

Miss Lillian GraefF, Secretary and Publisher of

Literature.

ing, painting and furnishing the \\'oman's Board rooms

in the Publishing House. JMiss Gr«ff was reelected

Secretary and Publisher of Literature, with a salary of

five hundred dollars.

In 1909, there was a greatly increasing demand for

j\Iission Study books, maps and pictures. The Memorial

Circulating Library contained one hundred and fifty mis-
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sionary books. Since its establishment, Mrs. Gruhler

has met all of its expenses. At this time seven Branch

Libraries, containing over 350 volumes, were in existence.

Cards were printed to.be used for soliciting new mem-
bers for the auxiliaries. The total receipts of the Bureau

this year were $924.74, as compared with $26.40, in

1891. The following is a list of leaflets published by

the bureau

:

Subject. Author. Date.

How Silas and Me Sent $50 to the
Regular Illinois Conference,. . Mrs. M. M. T. Fouke, ..1894

Bible Incentives to Foreign Mis-
sions, Miss Virgie Thomas, . . . 1895

The Women of India, Miss Carrie Bordlemay, . . 1895
True and False Conceptions of
Missionary Work, Mrs. Maud Frank, 1895

Undeveloped Forces, Mrs. T. L. Haines, 1895
Hints and Helps for Auxiliaries, .Executive Committee 1897
Hints and Helps for Auxiliaries,

translated into German by Rev.
E. Mueller, 1898

Western Missions, Mrs. A. W. Shenberger, . . 1897
Missions in Bible Lands, Mrs. W. E. Detwiler 1897
Missionary Chickens Miss Carrie Bordlemay, . . 1897
"Shira," a Little India Girl, Miss Carrie Bordlemay, ..1897
Louie's Opportunity, Mrs. B. S. Becker, 1897
Startling Disclosures, Rev. U. F. Swengel.
Life of Mary L. Whately, Mrs. T. L. Haines, 1898

Illustrated Leaflets, Mrs. T. L. Haines, 1900

Illustrated Leaflets (Continued), .Mrs. Fouke, 1900-1904

Illustrated Leaflets (Continued),. Mrs. J. Noot, 1904
Awakening of China,
Mission Band Scripture Tract,. . .Rev. W. F. Heil, 1900

Song. "Her Mission," Mrs. Stabler, 1905

Bright Glory, Miss Marie Hasenpflug, . . 1906

The Last Command, Miss Verne Edwards, ...1906

Louie's Onnortunity (reprinted), 1906

Our Need, Miss Carrie Neitz, 1907
Missionary Home Department, . . Mrs. I. R. Rehm, 1907

Missionary Cradle Roll, Mrs. I. R. Rehm, 1907

Set of five leaflets on "Mission
Band Work and Mission Band
Meetings," (Monthly, Public and
Special), _. . Mrs. T. L. Haines, 1907

Deaconess Work Leaflet— "Lil-

lian's Vocation," Miss S. Elsie Bentz, 1908
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With this store of splendid missionary Hterature,

—

East, West, North, South,—what cannot our auxiharies

accomphsh ?

Periodical Literature of the Mission Band

The need for a Mission Band paper began to be felt at

the annual Board meeting of 1889. Miss Marguerite

Krecker was elected editor of the Mission Band Depart-

ment in the Missionary Tidings, in 1892.

In 1893 the Board recommended that a four-page

children's paper be published. Miss Krecker was its ed-

itor. It was called The Mission Band Evangelical, and

was quite helpful tO' the children.

In September, 1894, it was decided to discontinue the

Mission. Band Evangelical, and accept the offer of the

Evangelical Publishing Company to give the Mission

Band a page in the Missionary Evangelical. Miss Kreck-

er was editor of this page. The worth of this paper was

appreciated, yet the Mission Band leaders wanted one

that would be devoted solely to the interests of the

Bands.

In 1897, Mrs. Vincent, nee, Miss Krecker, was unani-

mously reelected editor of the Mission Band Department

and continued in office until 1903.

In 1903 the committee on children's paper and the

Executive Committee met and elected Mrs. M. M. T.

Fouke editor and publisher. The first number was issued

in May, 1904, under the title of the Missionary Gem. The
subscription price was twenty cents a year to a single

address, or ten cents per year, if sent in a package of ten

or more to one address. The sum of $100 was allowed

for editing and publishing the Gem.

The Illustrated Leaflet was discontinued in 1905, the

editor of the Gem providing a program for the use of

the Mission Bands. The editor's salary was fixed at $50.
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Miss Grseff, the newly elected secretary and publisher of

literature was made publisher of the Gem.

Note the growth of the subscription list : In 1905, the

list was 2,712; and in 1909 this number was increased

to 6,879.

Many pictures are published each year, each child rais-

ing $5 for China being entitled to have his picture in the

Gem.

January, 1906. The picture of a ladder was published,

with 12 rungs, one for each month; object to increase the

Gem circulation to 5,000. January, 1907, ladder showed

142 short of reaching the aim, but a net gain of 1,918

was very commendable.

March, 1907. A thermometer was published, taking

place of ladder, the mercury recording new subscriptions

received monthly. Aim set was 1,000 ; October report

shows the thermometer "broken," as 1,057 ^^"^ ^^'^^^~

scribers were added in six and one-half months' time.

January, 1908. A step-mounting plan introduced, with

a pennant floating at the top ; aim, 7,000.

June 9, 1908. The anniversary of founding of our

China Mission celebrated by a subscription shower, 400

being added to Gem- list.

An e.vtract from General Superintendent's annnal re-

port to Woman's Board, in 1909:

"The ]\Iissio)iarv Gem is truly a treasure to our Bands,

helpful to leaders and children alike. -i= * * I have no-

ticed that reading it always has a stimulating effect. We
are more than grateful to the W^oman's Board for giving

us this splendid helj), and also to Mrs. Fouke, who edits

the paper in such a delightful way."



sketches of Our Leading Women

I have in my library a book entitled, "Eminent Women
of the Age." At the time of the writing of the book,

it was thought that though the world was full of books

that warranted the deeds and uttered the praises of men
;

and though many things had been written by, and for

Mrs. S. P. Remcr, President of the Woman's
I^Iissionary Society.

women, and much information had been published in

respect to eminent women, there was not in existence any

work which supplied the information that this particular

book proposed to give :—an attractive record of the lives

and achievements of certain distinguished women. In

this record of eminent women, I cannot find one who

45
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had made herself famous for her interest in missionary

work.

In this chapter, we shah glance at the record of the

women in our church who were called to be leaders in

our Woman's Missionary Society.

Mrs. S. A. O. Herlacher, Mrs. vSarah S. Ilartzler, Mrs.

E. J. Y. Preyer and Mrs. H. B. liartzler were the first

to ask for the announcement of a meeting of the women
of Calvary Church, Cleveland, Ohio, in the year 1878, to

talk of the organization of a Woman's Alissionary So-

ciety.

Much of the power that controls the workings of val-

uable machinery is hidden out of sight: even so, some of

those most deeply interested in the establishment of this

work among the women of the church, have received very

little mention in the annals of the society.

Mrs. S. A. O. Herlacher, a daughter of the Rev. W.
W. Orwig, was one of these almost hidden, yet invalu-

able, forces in the organization of our Missionary Soci-

ety. As was said of the father in connection with the

general missionary enterprises of the church,
—"He was

one of the founders of the Missionary Society;" and as

was again said of him, "His gifts were manifold, and all

were given to the service of the church :"—so may it be

said of the daughter. Mrs. Herlacher took part in the

preliminary meeting in Cleveland, and also in the W. M.

S. Conference as conducted in the columns of the Evan-

gelical Messenger, May 23, 1878.

Mrs. S. L. Wiest. wife of the Rev. S. L. Wiest, pub-

lisher of our Evangelical literature, and sister of ]\Trs.

Herlacher, who was also among the first to advocate the

organization of a Woman's Missionary Society,—was a

member of the ever-to-be-remembered Cleveland Society,

and of the "first convention." She, too, belonged to that

quiet, yet powerful force that worked so faithfully for

the advancement of the missionary cause in our church.
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Mrs. Wiest was the first life-member enrolled. She held

the office of Corresponding Secretary in the General So-

ciety for two years, and later was elected general treas-

urer, and for several years was a member of the Execu-

tive Committee.

Mrs. Sarah S. Hartzler is another of those remembered

as pioneers in the work. From 1878 Mrs. Hartzler was

among the number that worked on steadily in the face of

difficulties and opposition, until the year 1880, when she,

with her husband, the Rev. Jacob Hartzler, were appoint-

ed missionaries to Japan ; the husband to become super-

intendent of the mission. After a number of years of

earnest service as a foreign missionary, on their return

to the homeland, Mrs. Hartzler again became an active

worker, delivering addresses and taking much part in the

work of the General Society; she helped to create a

deeper interest. As president of local societies, she did

very much to advance the cause.

I shall never forget an afternoon I spent in her home
at Lewisburg, Pa. Though not very intimately acquainted

then with Mrs. Hartzler, she, by her gentle, loving man-

ner, made me feel that years of intimate association were

not necessary to reveal to me her beautiful Christian

character. Mrs. Hartzler's name was the first to be en-

rolled as an honorary member of our Woman's Mission-

ary Society in Central Pennsylvania Conference Branch.

In company with her loved co-workers in the foreign

field,—Dr. and Mrs. Krecker,—she now rests from all

her labors in heaven.

At the organization of the society, October 13, 1884,

the following named women were chosen as officers of

the society: President, Mrs. E. J. Y. Preyer, of Cleve-

land, Ohio; first vice-president, Mrs. H. C. Smith, of

Naperville, Illinois; second vice president, Mrs. Thomas
Bowman, of Allentown, Pennsylvania; third vice presi-

dent. Miss Minerva Strawman, of Lindsay, Ohio; record-
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ing secretary, Miss Emma L. Yost, of Cleveland, Ohio;

corresponding secretary, Mrs. W. H. Hammer, of Cleve-

land, Ohio ; treasurer, Mrs. U. F. Swengel, of Cleveland,

Ohio.

Lottie Anthony Swengel was born of French-German

parentage, in Jersey Shore, Pa., September 12, 1849. She

w^as converted at the age of sixteen, and received into the

Methodist Episcopal Church. On August 24, 1875, she

was united in holy wedlock with Rev. U. F. Swengel, of

the Central Pennsylvania Conference, and with him

bravely shared the toil until November 11, 1896,—at

eleven minutes past eleven, on the eleventh day of the

eleventh month,—^at the parsonage of the Memorial

Church, Baltimore, Maryland, she fell asleep in Jesus, at

the age of 47 years, i month and 29 days. In Prospect

Hill Cemetery, at York, Pa., her mortal body is resting,

awaiting the call of the last trumpet.

Sister Swengel was a woman of much native capacity,

good sound sense, practical wisdom, strength and sym-

metry of character, womanly dignity, gentleness and

kindness. Her father gave her the advantage of instruc-

tion in instrumental music, in which she became very pro-

ficient. When the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific

Circle was organized in 1878, she became a member of

the "Pioneer Class," which finished the course in 1882.

She obtained a standing of nearly 100 in the final exam-

ination, also held a certificate of graduation in the Pio-

neer Normal Class of the Central Pa. Conference. She

had an enviable faculty for enlisting others in work with

her for the Master, and in adjusting dififerences between

those among whom she labored.

Sister Swengel was one of the charter members of the

Woman's Missionary Society of our church. She was
the first treasurer, serving almost three years. As a

member of the Executive Committee she also rendered

valuable service. In 1889 the society decided to establish
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a Literary Bureau, and Sister Swengel was appointed as

its head. No one seemed to know just what this new

department ought to be. After much prayerful inquiry

and consideration, she selected a number of tracts and

announced the Bureau open. When the Missionary Mes-

senger was turned from its proper course by alien hands,

Sister Swengel, in her annual report, suggested the use of

a quarterly envelope. This was found to be such an excel-

lent arrangement that it has been continued ever since. The
Bureau has become indispensable. Before her departure she

longed to give one more proof of her love for missions. It

was accordingly arranged that the sum of $500 should be

given in her name, through the local Woman's Missionary

Society, to the Board of Missions, for a permanent for-

eign mission fund. This was her last offering to God for

the extension of the kingdom of his Son, and provides

for a perpetual annual contribution through which her

hand will keep in touch with mission work and work-

ers till Jesus comes. During the meeting of the Board

of Missions in the Memorial Church, in October, 1896,

Sister Swengel arranged to have the officers of the Wo-
man's Board of Missions take tea at her table, although

she was unable to preside there herself. She then asked

that they be brought into her room and around her bed.

After brief conversation and prayer by Mrs. Elizabeth

Krecker, she bade her friends a last farewell, rejoicing

in the hope of meeting again.

Some time before her death she wrote to a dear friend

:

"I find it very pleasant now to look over the years we
have consecrated to the Lord. We shall never forget the

early work in the formation of our loved Woman's Mis-
sionary Society. How we struggled and wept and pray-

ed that we might be able to do some work that should

bear good fruit.

"How well I remember the little contributions that

came into our treasury while I was the early guardian of
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that department. What a pleasure it now is to see that

a single annual conference contributes more than the

entire church did then. And yet these are only beginnings

of the work that will be done by our beloved society. It

seems to me that the Woman's Missionary Society will

contribute to our joy after the bounds of time have long

passed. Does not the Word tell us : 'They shall rest from

their labors and their works do follow them'? If we
ever did a good work in our lives it was in the organ-

ization of that society."

Mrs. E. J. Y. Preyer, daughter of the Rev. William

Yost, treasurer of the Parent Missionary Society, in-

herited from her father an earnest missionary spirit,

much natural ability as a leader, and a mind that had

been carefully educated. She served with great accep-

tability as president of the society this first year, and the

following year as vice-president. In 1886 she was elect-

ed editor of the W^oman's Department of the Missionary

Messenger; for four years Mrs. Preyer continued her

work as editor. In 1890, with her husband, she moved
to the South, and could no longer continue on the active

list of society and church. That which she accomplished

in the several capacities in which she served, cannot be

too highly commended. From her home in South Caro-

lina she still watches with interest the progress of our

Woman's Missionary Society. Mrs. Preyer is now ac-

tively engaged in the temperance cause, and has been

chosen editor of a temperance magazine.

Mrs. H. B. Hartzler, our second president, was elected

in 1885, and continued for five years in this position.

During the five years spent in Northfield, Mass., Mrs.

Hartzler, through loving messages and financial remem-

brances, manifested her continued interest in the society.

Since their return from Massachusetts, during the Rev.

H. B. Hartzler's term of office as editor of the Evangel-

ical, and later in his position of senior Bishop of the
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church, Mrs. Hartzler's interest in the work remains

unchanged. She was, for a number of years, a member

of the Executive Committee of the Woman's Board of

Missions, and for one year Superintendent of Young Peo-

ple's Missionary Societies ; but aside from this, because of

faiHng health, she does not now occupy any position in

the Board of General Officers, but in countless ways her

influence is widely felt.

Mrs. C. F. Rassweilcr *

Mrs. C. P. Rassweiler, of Naperville, Illinois, succeed-

ed to the office of president in 1890, continuing in that

office for three years, then becoming vice-president.

Mrs. Rassweiler was an ideal president, being pos-

sessed of rare executive ability ; as a frequent delegate to

annual meetings of the Woman's Board, and as an active

worker in Illinois Conference Branch she continues to

exert great influence.

Mrs. Elizabeth Krecker, of most precious memory, is

next in order, as one of the leading women of the Wo-
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man's Board of Missions, and as the fourth president of

the society. Of Mrs. Krecker it may be most truth-

fully said, she is the one woman who, for many years,

had more to do with the moulding of missionary senti-

ment in the hearts of the entire church, than any who had

gone before or any of those who follow.

As the first lody missionary to a heathen country from

our church, may we not regard her as the leading woman
in our organization? Since at that time of the going of

Dr. and Mrs. Krecker to Japan, the spirit of missions

took hold of the hearts of the sisterhood of the church,

as never before, resulting finally in the organization of the

Woman's Board of Missions.

In 1876 we find her, with her husband, Dr. Frederick

Krecker and their three children, en-route for Japan.

Eight years of her precious life were spent in the Sun-

rise Kingdom; beautiful, fruitful years were they,—yet

withal years of great sacrifice and self-denial,—years of

joy in the service of her Lord, as well as unspeakable

sorrow,— for on April 26, 1883, Dr. Krecker yielded up

his life,
—

"taken when his best work seemed yet to be

done." Mrs. Krecker's first thought when passing

through this great sorrow was, "I have nothing more to

live for." But the blessed Holy Spirit, her Comforter,

whispered, "Live for the souls around you who sit in

darkness,

—

live for Me." Her response was, "By thy

grace, for thee I will live."

For two years she remained in Japan, winning precious

souls for God, and for herself the name of being the

best lady missionary in Japan.

In 1885 she bade farewell to Japan and again crossed

the ocean on her return to the home-land.

Her service for the Woman's Missionary Society be-

gan in the winter of 1886, as she went from church to

church telling of missionary work in Japan. She also

attended the annual meeting of the Woman's Missionary
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Society in Naperville, 111. From that year until 1904,

Mrs. Krecker's life was closely linked with our Mission-

ary Society,—serving three years as vice-president, and
from 1890, to the close of her life, in 1904, as General

Organizer, and from 1892 to 1904 as president of the

organization.

Our Sainted Mrs. EUzabcth Krecker

For a fuller account of her devoted life and peaceful,

triumphant death, we refer you to the book entitled "The

Beautiful Life of Elizabeth Krecker." "Over the mar-

velous Crystal River she passed to the fadeless grand-

eur of the City of Light, where a long-loved husband

awaited her victorious coming ; where all the company of

the redeemed greeted her with the sublime welcomes of



54 Reminiscences.

celestial rejoicing; where a -mansion was prepared for

her in her Father's house—and where, among the inde-

scribable glories of the spirit-world, which eye hath not

seen nor ear heard, her magnified life, untrammeled with

earthly limitations, free in the measureless freedom of

high heaven, shall flower to a rarer bloom than is known
in the fairest gardens of God's beautiful earth."

"Gone into heaven," was the appropriate text of the

sermon preached at her funeral by the Rev. Jacob Hartz-

ler, for a number of years Superintendent of Japan Mis-

sion, and as such closely associated with the Krecker

family in Japan.

Mrs. S. P. Remer, of the Central Pa. Conference

Branch, succeeded to the office of president. Time and

space will not permit an extended account of the splendid

service rendered the society by all of those who served

as General Officers
;
yet this chapter would not be com-

plete without a passing glance at the work of the most

prominent of those who. in the beginning, rendered such

acceptable assistance. From 1884 to 1890 it was thought

best to place at the head of the Board of officers a presi-

dent and three vice-presidents.

Mrs. H. C. Smith, of Naperville, 111., served for five

consecutive years as president. She was also one of

"the seven petitioners" appointed to prepare a letter of

appeal to the General Conference held in Allentown, .Pa.,

in 1883. Mrs. W. H. Hammer, Mrs. E. Y. Preyer and

Mrs. PI. B. Hartzler, of Cleveland, Ohio; and Miss Mi-

nerva Strawman, of Lindsay, Ohio ; Mrs. W. C. Kantner,

of Terre Hill, Pa., and Mrs. S. P. Spreng, of Centreville,

Ohio, were the other members of that famous committee.

After the reorgani::ation of that part of the society that

worked under the supervision of, and in connection with,

the Board of Missions of the Evangelical Association,

Mrs. Smith was elected to the office of Mission Band Su-

perintendent. At this "parting of the ways," we are
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unable to follow closely the history of many of the wo-

men connected with the society from the beginning. The

Missionary Messenger, the official organ of that division

of the once united Missionary Society, gives substantial

proof, however, of the continued activity of many of

them.

Miss Minerva Strawman was the first recording sec-

retary of the organization and a member of the first local

organization, and had much to do with the General

Society. In an appeal made by her to the sisters of

the church, through the columns of the Evangelical

Messenger, in 1880, she closed with these words :

—

"And now, dear sisters, a wide field for doing good opens

before us. Let us bestir ourselves, unite our efforts, and

rally around the cross. When you have read this, do not

lay it aside and say, 'It is a good work, I hope the sisters

will take it up'—but go to work yourself."

Mrs. W. H. Hammer was the first corresponding sec-

retary, which position she held for four consecutive years.

The Missionary Messenger, noting the change wrought

in the office of corresponding secretary, referred to Mrs.

Hammer's work thus : "Much of the present standing of

the Woman's Missionary Society is due to the hard work
of Mrs. Hammer, beginning several years before the gen-

eral organization of the Woman's Missionary Society and

continuing to the present time ; working mostly under the

disadvantage of a frail body, she has nevertheless not

grown weary in well doing. She has earned the appre-

ciation of all interested in our work, and she has it, too."

From the year 1884 to 1890 the following named ladies

served as recording secretaries : Miss Emma L. Yost, of

Cleveland, Ohio, one year ; Mrs. S. S. Condo, one year

;

Mrs. S. P. Spreng, one year, and Mrs. Charles Baltz, two
years. As corresponding secretary, Mrs. C. F. Rassweiler

succeeded Mrs. Hammer and continued one year; Mrs.

S. F. Entorf, one year.
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As treasurer, Mrs. Lottie Swengel was the first incum-

bent, and continued for four years, and was followed by

Mrs. Nellie Good Schneider, who was in office until 1891.

Mrs. T. L. Haines, at the first annual meeting, held in

Lindsay, Ohio, in 1885, offered the first recommendation

favoring children's organizations. • To her interest in the

children, and in the organization of Mission Bands, is

due, we believe, this fact that in the year following the

recommendation that Mission Bands be organized, seven

Mission Bands were reported, and in 1887, eighteen. In

1888 Mrs. Haines was appointed by the Executive Com-
mittee to take general supervision of children's work, and

in 1889 she was elected Superintendent of Mission Bands.

For nineteen years Mrs. Haines successfully carried for-

ward this beautiful work. In 1897 she was also elected

vice-president of the organization.

As Superintendent of Mission Bands Airs. Haines'

work cannot be too highly commended. In 1908, ver}-

reluctantly, the Woman's Board accepted her resignation,

and her daughter, Mrs. I. R. Rehm, became her successor.

Mrs. Rehm also served as Cradle Roll and Home Depart-

ment Superintendent.

Beginning with the year 1902, Mrs. R. G. Munday, of

Chicago, served as Cradle Roll and Home Department

Superintendent for one year. Mrs. J. W. Thompson, of

Harrisburg, Pa., is now the earnest, devoted, successful

superintendent of these last-named departments.

In 1892, Mrs. S. P. Remer, of Central Pa. Conference

Branch, was elected recording secretary, and Mrs. W. M.

Stanford, of East Pa. Conference Branch, corresponding

secretary. Mrs. Remer served for a term of eleven

years; Mrs. Stanford served two years, and was suc-

ceeded by Mrs. B. E. Bowman, of East Pa. Conference

Branch, who served two years, and was succeeded by

Miss Carrie Bordlemay, of East Pa. Branch, in 1896.

Miss Bordlemay (now Mrs. Basom) was, for one year.
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Corresponding Secretary of the Woman's Board; attend-

ed the Board as a delegate, and for quite a few years was

president of the East Pennsylvania Conference Branch

Woman's Missionary Society. She is a pleasing public

speaker. From this date to the present, but one officer,

called a General Secretary, has recorded the proceedings

of the a.uiual meetings of the Woman's Boards, the sec-

retary of the Executive Committee having charge of a

part of the society's correspondence.

Mrs. Ida M. Haefele, of Blinois Conference Branch,

was elected General Secretary in 1904, succeeding Mrs.

S. P. Remer.

Mrs. W. E. Detwiler, of Central Pa. Conference

Branch, was elected third vice-president in 1885, and

continued in this position two years. As treasurer of the

Woman's Board, since 1893 to the present date, 1910,

Mrs. Detwiler has become known throughout the organ-

ization as an ideal treasurer, careful, painstaking and

faithful. Airs. W. M. Stanford preceded her for one

year.

Mrs. Stanford is one of those who remained in Calvary

Church, Cleveland, Ohio, bowed in earnest prayer while

the petitioners went from them to the Board of Missions,

and she well deserves a place among the leading

women of the organization. She, with a goodly num-
ber of others, may be counted among those who for

twenty-five years have been closely identified with the

progress of our Woman's Missionary Society. How I

wish that a complete list of the names of these faithful

workers from the year of our Lord, 1884, to this year of

grace, 19 10, might be given somewhere in the pages of

this little book.

Very little has been said thus far of those placed in

charge, from time to time, of the literary or educational

part of the work.

In 1892, our new missionary magazine, The Mission-
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ary Tidings, was established, with Mrs. F. G. Stauffer as

editor. For the space of two years Mrs. Stauffer carried

forward this branch of work very successfully. The re-

moval of the family to the South in 1893, compelled her

to give up the work she so delighted in.

Mrs. Emma Divan, of Illinois Conference Branch, was
her able successor. Mrs. Divan was a model editor, and

Mrs. Emma Divan, General Superintendent of

Oratorical Contest Work.

for four years she, through the Missionary Tidings,

touched the hearts of the sisterhood. She is one of our

leading women, who has come before the church and the

Woman's Board in various capacities, and doing so ad-

mirably in all, that one scarcely knows how best to speak

of her;—as an editor, she gave beautiful proof of her

ability; as a public speaker or preacher, she is eloquent

and convincing; as president of the Branch Society to
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which she belongs,—by her continuous reelection, we
know her as a capable president.

Mrs. M. M. T. Fouke edited Missionary Tidings for

one year (1898-1899). Mrs. Fouke comes before us in

so many different capacities, that I find it difficult to

make a beginning. She was the organizer of the very

first local missionary society. As an editor, she has

gone almost "round the circle" of our publications. The

Illustrated Leaflet, for the use of Mission Bands, was

edited by her until the Missionary Gem was given to the

children for their very own, with Mrs. Fouke as its editor.

Mrs. Ida M. Haefele, of Illinois Branch, was elected

editor of Tidings, in October, 1899, Airs. Fouke being

seriously ill at that time, her editorship could not be

considered. Mrs. Haefele, as an editor, was unsurpassed.

She continued her editorial work to July, 1902, when Miss

Estella K. Hartzler was appointed by the Executive Com-
mittee to edit the magazine for the remainder of the year.

I can do no better than quote Miss Hartzler, as she writes

of the work of her predecessor: "Her bright, keen

thought, her discernment and tact, her untiring activity,

—

in fact, her whole charming personality made of the Ti-

dings an interesting paper indeed."

Miss Hartzler, coming to us from the ranks of our

young people, received a warm welcome. Later on in

her term of office, which continued uninterruptedly for

seven years, she was known to us as Mrs. Estella K.

Steinmetz. On account of serious trouble with her

eyes, Mrs. Steinmetz asked to be released, and Miss

Anna M. Crowell, of York, Pa., now succeeds her,

having been chosen for this responsible position at the

meeting of the Woman's Board, in Allentown, Pa.,

October 1909.

From every side have come expressions of approval

and appreciation of the service rendered by her thus far

as an editor.
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A Bureau of Literature was established very early in

the history of the society, and Mrs. Lottie Swengel placed

in charge. Mrs. Swengel saw great opportunities for edu-

cation in missionary interests in this department, and laid

for her successors a good foundation. Mrs. Ada B.

Collins and Mrs. H. H. Rassweiler, both of Naperville,

111., had charge of the work jointly for a time.

As the chrysalis is finally merged into the beautiful

butterfly, so the literature department has developed and

grown into wider and still wider fields of usefulness un-

der the management of its several superintendents.

In 1896, Mrs. C. N. Dubs, of Harrisburg, Pa., was

elected Superintendent of Literature, and also Publisher

of Missionory Tidings. Under her careful management

the literature department had a wonderful growth,—and

as publisher, "Sirs. Dubs surprised and delighted us all.

For four years she had charge of these two departments.

Suffice it to say, Mrs. Dubs is possessed of such qualities

as made her most successful in all her lines of work.

Mrs. W. J. Gruhler, of Germantown, Pa., succeeded

Mrs. Dubs in the Department of Literature, and Mrs.

Charles Shaffer, of Harrisburg, Pa., as Publisher. Mrs.

Gruhler not only attended promptly and faithfully to all

the details of her work, insuring its continued growth

and helpfulness, but by the establishment and gift of the

Memorial Circulating Library, added a new, very im-

portant feature to the department. Mrs. Gruhler's be-

loved mother has passed over into that glorious beyond,

but she lives and exerts a wide influence among the

church sisterhood through this beautiful gift of her

daughter. Mrs. Gruhler asked to be relieved of the work

of the Department of Literature in 1905, but continues

to have charge of the Circulating Library, to which she

is frequently making generous and valuable additions.

As a member of the Executive Committee of the Wo-
man's Board and in various other capacities, both in the
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General Society and in East Pa. Branch, she is widely

and favorably known.

Mrs. Charles Shaffer, as publisher for one year, won
the esteem and confidence of her co-laborers by her care-

ful, faithful attendance to the details of the work. Im-

paired health necessitated her retirement from office.

Mrs. IV. J. Gruhler, General Librarian of the

Woman's Missionary Society.

Mrs. H. H. Smith, of East Pa. Branch, was chosen

publisher in 1901 ; and though a frail little woman, she, in

connection with the many duties that come to a minister's

wife, attended conscientiously to her work as publisher.

Those of us who learned to know Mrs. Smith personally,

recall her gentle ways and her beautiful Christian char-

acter. April 29th, 1905, the Master called her, and she

went away from her loved ones, into the blessed eternal

rest. Her husband, the Rev. H. H. Smith, counted it a
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privilege to continue the work in her name, when Miss

Lillian Gr?eff, of Lebanon, Pa., was elected Secretary

and Publisher of Literature. As we note the change in

the name of the work entrusted to Miss Grseff, let us also

notice that her field of labor was greatly enlarged, taking

in every publication of the society, as well as the selection

and sending out of leaflets, etc. Miss Gr?eft''s interest in

her work is manifest in the careful and appropriate se-

lection of leaflets and other missionary literature, as well

as in the presentation of new thoughts and plans for the

advancement of the work.

The department of literature has so developed under

the careful management of all those in whose care it has

been placed, that very soon the plans for the work will

have to be materially changed.

Among the women who have taken a foremost part in

the moulding of missionary sentiment, Mrs. Marguerite

Krecker Vincent has won for herself a very prominent

place. Mrs. Vincent, the gifted daughter of our dear

Mrs. Krecker, was chosen editor of the Mission Band

department of the Missionary Evangelical, in 1894. For

fourteen years she gladly rendered very acceptable serv-

ice in this branch of work among the children. IMrs.

Vincent has the honor of having continued in active serv-

ice in the duties assigned her, longer than any other in

any position in the gift of the organization, save Mrs. T.

L. Haines, our pioneer IMission Band Superintendent.

And now let us look toward some of the leaders among
our young people.

In 1890 the first Junior Society was organized, and in

1893 Miss Myra Reinoehl, of Reading, Pa., was elected

superintendent of this new department of work. It is

recorded of Miss Reinoehl that her first work was to or-

ganize a society in her home congregation. With such a

beginning, it is needless for me to say. Miss Reinoehl did
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her best for the work entrusted to her for two consecu-

tive years.

Mrs. E. E. Adams, of Lock Haven, Pa., was the second

superintendent, serving one year acceptably.

IMiss Carrie V. Neitz, of Reading, Pa., editor of the

Young People's Missionary Department in Missionary

Tidings, gives us this glimpse into her useful life:

"Through the influence of a Christian home and godly

parents I gave my heart to God when nine years of age.

My father, the sainted Rev. Solomon Neitz, deeply im-

pressed on my young mind the beauty of Christian living,

and I gave cheerful and happy service as organist in Sun-

day-school and church, as well as in committee work there

and in the Christian Endeavor Society. My father de-

plored the fact that at the age of sixty-four his work for

God was finished on earth, giving me a larger vision of

work to be done, which made me consecrate my life anew

to God. I entered missionary work as Superintendent of

the Mission Band, which has continued twenty years,

also as an officer in our local Woman's Missionary Soci-

ety. As an officer in the East Pennsylvania Conference

Branch, and owing to my connection with Missionary Ti-

dings, I find God has widened my sphere of service, and

I desire through His grace to be a faithful servant."

Mrs. A. H. Irvine, of Central Pa. Branch, served two

years ; she, too, doing her best for the work :—yet, in

these first years of the organization, the expansion of the

work among the young people was so gradual as to al-

most dishearten these faithful workers, and yet they

faithfully, hopefully worked on, looking forward to the

time of success.

In 1898, Mrs. Josie McLain, of Forreston, 111., was
elected superintendent, and has served from that time to

the present,— 1910. In these twelve years Mrs. McLain
has rejoiced in the rapid growth of her department.

Prom the ranks of the Young People's Societies in these
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later years, have come missionaries, ministers, ministers'

wives and skilled workers who have been advanced to re-

sponsible positions in the Woman's Board. Mrs. McLain

is granddaughter of the sainted Bishop Long, and daugh-

ter of the Rev. A. Stahley. Of Mrs. McLain's de-

votion to her work for the younger people, we need not

speak : her record speaks for her.

Mrs. Blanche Stniiford Becker

Mrs. Blanche Stanford I'ccker's interest in the work

of the women of our Church began with the first meeting

held by the women of the Evangelical Association, in the

Perry Street Church, Cleveland, Ohio. She was then a

little school girl. At the next annual meeting of the

Woman's Missionary Society of the Evangelical Associa-

tion, held at Cleveland, in the Woodland Hills Church,

she gave the address of welcome. From that time until

the present she has been constantly interested in our

work. Mrs. Becker was first assistant editor, then editor

and later publisher of the Missionary Tidings. In many
ways she has rendered splendid service.
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Mrs. Sarah Ernest Snyder, of Pittsburg, Pa., has,

since 1906, come into prominence as one of our most

gifted women. When a young girl she was converted

and became a member of the United EvangeHcal Church,

under the pastorate of the Rev. M. I. Jamison, of the

Central Pennsylvania Conference. Mrs. Snyder is a

graduate of the Bloomsburg, Pa., State Normal School,

and was also a student and later a teacher in Albright

College, Myerstown, Pa. In 1907 Central Pa. Confer-

ence Branch Convention was held in Altoona, Pa. Mrs.

Snyder was invited to attend and to take a prominent

place on the program. A Bible Reading, given by Mrs.

Snyder, and an address on "China and Its Needs," so de-

lighted the members of the convention, that arrangements

were made at once with her to conduct Mission Study

Classes throughout Central Pennsylvania Branch. Since

that time she has attended the annual meetings of the

Woman's Board and conducted a Mission Study Class at

the Missionary Conference held at Perkasie Park, Pa., in

1909. She has delivered addresses in at least four of the

ten conference Branches of our church. "She is a won-

derful embodiment of missionary activity. * * * Her en-

thusiasm is contagious, and she seems to know what keys

in the human soul to touch to draw it nearer to God in

sweet and perfect harmony."

How many of the dear sisters who have taken the lead

in many ways in the work of our Woman's Missionary

Society, have been omitted in this chapter for various

reasons ! Some because our records are not as complete

as they should be, some perhaps have been overlooked,

others have worked so quietly and modestly that even

their names may not be given :—then this is only a chap-

ter and limited. A wonderful surprise is awaiting us,

when we shall see clearly, and each one shall receive her

reward.



Mrs. C. Nezvton Dubs, wife of the China Mission Superintendent.
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Rez\ C. Neuton Dubs, Superintendent of the China Mission of

the United Evangelical Church.
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Our China Mission

In the minds of the devoted sisters who organized the

Woman's Missionary Society in our beloved Church, the

work in the Foreign field was foremost, and, after years

of prayerful, patient waiting, their fond hopes were

realized, when in the year 1898 the General Conference

instructed the l>oard of Missions to make the prelim-

inary arrangements to establish a mission in some foreign

field.

A Committee, consisting of Rev. C. N. Dubs, Rev.

H. B. Hartzler and Rev. W. F. Heil were appointed;

on June 9th, 1899, this committee reported in favor

of Hunan, China, this being the last province in the

great Empire to open its doors to the foreign missionary.

On January loth, 1900, Rev. C. N. Dubs, of Harris-

burg, Pa., was appointed Superintendent of this work

;

in February Mrs. Dubs was appointed missionary, and

together with their son Homer they sailed Nov. 20, 1900,

from San Francisco, for their new field of labor—with

the prayers of the Church. After four weeks of ocean

voyage, which had its unpleasant as well as pleasant

features, they reached Shanghai, China, Dec. 19, 1900;

at once beginning with the language study they began

to realize the enormous task before them,—to master

this most difiicult language,—and so remained at Shang-

hai for several months.

In February, desiring to get settled as soon as possible,

they proceeded as far as Hankow, some 600 miles in-

land; here they found it impracticable to proceed further

and so improved the time in the language study. It

was not until three months later that Dr. Dubs made his

first visit to Hunan.
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In this same year Rev. and Mrs. C. A. Fuessle, at a

meeting of the Executive Committee at Perkasie, Park,

Pa., were also appointed as missionaries and in Septem-

ber they sailed, reaching Hankow, Oct. 13th, 1901.
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In 1902, the first Chapel was opened, property pur-

chased, and a dispensary started by Dr. McWillie,

Rev. C. A. Fuessle, on account of serious illness, was

compelled to return to the States with his family, in 1902 :

this was a severe blow to the work. The Lord called him

up higher on December 11, 1903.
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During this year Rev. C. C. Talbott, Rev. M. E. Ritz-

man and Miss Marie T. Hasenpflug were appointed at

the Board Meeting in Lancaster, Penna.

The work in China was being organized, and in 1904

the first day school was opened and Street Chapel services

were held. A Woman's Bible Class was organized by

Mrs. Dubs; new stations were opened at Siangtan and

Liling with Street Chapel services. This was followed

by Miss Hasenpflug opening the Girls' School in Chang-

sha.

The baptizing of four converts, on the nth of October,

1903, by Dr. Dubs, in Changsha, was the first result of

our work.

In July, this same vear, the first property was pur-

chased at Siangtan and the first communion with the

baptism of converts was observed.

In August Rev. H. E. Voss and Rev. and Mrs. A. I.

Ferch were appointed as missionaries ; appropriate fare-

well services were held and on Oct. 13th the party sailed

from San Francisco, reaching Changsha Nov. 23rd, 1904.

Early in February, 1905, Miss Carrie Wengert, of

Lebanon, Pa., was appointed to join the company al-

ready in China, reaching Changsha in July, 1905. This

year several of our missionaries were stricken with

typhoid fever at Ruling. The united ])rayers of the

Church and the many frienc's were heard, and all were

restored to health.

The Krecker Memorial Plome was built in the Sum-

mer of 1905, in loving memory of our departed Presi-

dent, Mrs. Elizabeth Krecker,—whose devotion and loy-

alty to the cause of missions has been an inspiration to

very many. This loving tribute was dedicated as a Rest

Home for the use of our missionaries.

In October, Rev. C. C. Talbott and Miss Carrie Wen-
gert were married at Hankow.

In December, 1905, Rev. and ]\Irs. A. I. Ferch were
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compelled to return to the home land on account of Mrs.

Kerch's ill-health.

Miss Lilla Snyder of Reading, Pa., received her ap-

pointment as missionary early in February, 1906, and

after very impressive farewell services in her own
Church at Reading, she sailed in September for China

:

—very soon after reaching" Changsha Miss Snyder was

stricken with typhoid fever, and after a prolonged illness

of several months, she, too, was restored to health:

—as in the former instances, the Church was united in

prayer for her recovery.

Through these first years of our work in China we

were led to see the hand of the Lord many times, in the

selecting of new stations and the opening of street

chapels and school buildings ; the acquiring of the diffi-

cult language and the work among the women, especially,

were made possible through prayer.

In 1907, Dr. and Mrs. Dubs and their son Homer re-

returned to the United States for their first furlough, leav-

ing Shanghai March 29. En route, while in Berlin, Mrs.

Dubs took typhoid fever and was detained six weeks ;

—

this was a great trial, but through it all we were led to

see the goodness of the Lord : and fully restored they

reached New York August 6th.

After spending several days with friends in Ger-

mantown, Phila., they proceeded to Harrisburg, Pa.,

where a "welcome home" reception was given them in

Harris St. Church, on August 12th.

At the Board of Missions IMeeting held at Franklin,

Pa., in October, 1907, after an eloquent appeal in the

interest of the work by Dr. Dubs, the Board agreed to

appropriate $35,000 for new buildings, including Mis-

sionary Home, School Building, Chapels, Churches,

Bible Woman's Home, etc.,—and to try to secure at

least ten new workers to increase the force already

there.
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In November the Executive Committee met in Harris-

burg-, and the following were appointed :—Rev. and Mrs.

W. I. Shambaugh of Milton, Pa., Rev. and Mrs. T. L.

C. Suhr of Barrington, Illinois, Miss Irene Poling of

Johnstown, Pa. and Rev. Irving Dunlap of Chicago.

Mr. Wm. E. Winter of Williamsport, Pa., was later

appointed as Superintendent of Construction of the Mis-

sion buildings.

Dr. and Mrs. Dubs during their stay in the home land

did much to stimulate interest in the work;—among
other things they presented a valuable collection of

banners and curios to the Woman's Board ; a room was

provided for their exhibition in the Publishing House.

This room was most appropriately dedicated on Novem-
ber 12, 1907. The officers of the Woman's Board, Dr. C.

N. Dubs, the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of

Mi?;sions, Bishop R. Dubs, the editors of the Bvangclical

and Keystone League Journal, and others, were present.

This room is used as an Executive Committee room and

is open to all guests.

In February, 1908, Dr. and Mrs. Dubs, with Miss

Irene Poling, sailed for China from San Francisco, to

return to their chosen field of labor. Their son Homer
remained in the home land, to attend Oberlin Prepara-

tory School, Oberlin, Ohio, and complete his studies.

The following August the other appointed mission-

aries. Rev. and Mrs. Shambaugh, with baby Lee, Rev.

and Mrs. Suhr and Mr. Winter sailed for China.

During this same summer Rev. PI. E. Voss and Miss

Lilla Snyder were happily married at Hankow and took

up their residence at Liling.

Early in 1909, Rev. M. E. Ritzman returned on fur-

lough to further prepare himself for better service.

Miss Marie T. Hasenpflug was also compelled to re-

turn to the home land for rest.

On May the 20th, Dr. Munford and Miss Adele Curry
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of Kansas were appointed. On Aug. i6, 1909, the

Doctor and Miss Cnrry were married. Mrs. Munford is

a trained nurse. IVIiss Iva Guiley of Chicago, who was

at the head of the Training School work of the Ilhnois

Conference, was also appointed.

^^^Sj^

Re:-. C. C. Talhott. Rev. W. I. Shaiuhaugli (:.,//, little

Lcc), Rev. H. B. J'oss. Rev. M. E. R{t::man.

Mrs. H. E. f'o.s-.f, Mrs. W. I. Sliambaiigh, Mrs. C. C.

Tulbott.

Several of our Missionaries in China. In igio Rev.
Mr. Ritzman u'as on furlough at DrcM Theological
Seminary. New Jersey. Little Lee Shanibaugli liad

gone home to Jesus.

Rev. Irving Dunlap and Miss Guiley were married

in June, and with Dr. and Mrs. Munford sailed on Au-

gust 31st, 1909, for China.

At the Woman's Board, held in Allentown, Pa., Oct.

7-10, 1909, Miss Lenore Harpster, of Columbus, Ohio, a

talented, consecrated young lady, was recommended to
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the Board as missionary to China ; her appointment fol-

lowed at the session of the Board of Missions held in

Williamsport, Pa.

At this meeting of the Board the application for ap-

pointment as missionary, of Miss Rebecca Wolf, of Mor-

ristown, Minnesota, was favorably considered.

It being the twenty-fifth anniversary of the organiza-

tion of the Woman's
Missionary Society, appro-

priate Silver Anniversary

Services were held,—at

which time an extra offer-

ing was laid on the altar

for China, amounting to

$3,095.00, which was most

appropriately given to erect

another Home in Knliiig.

China has large possi-

bilities, and we as a Wom-
an's Society rejoice in the

little share we have been

privileged to have in its

evangelization.

Complete list of the United Evangelical Missionaries

in Hnnan Province, China, and on Furlough, at the time

of this book's issue.

Rev. and Mrs. C. N. Dubs, D. D.

Rev. and Mrs. T. L. C. Suhr.

Mr. William B. Winter.

Rei'. and Mrs. C. C. Talbott.

Rev. and Mrs. W. I. Shainbatigh.

Rev. and Mrs. H. B. Voss.

Rev. and Mrs. Innng Dunlap.

Dr. and Mrs. David Munford.

On Furlough

Rev. M. B. Ritsman.

Miss Marie Hasenpflug.

Miss Lenorc Harpster



The Young People's Missionary Society

Perhaps no page in the history of the Woman's Home
and Foreign Missionary Society is fraught with more

interest than the one which glows and brightens with the

fact that the young men and women become interested in

the promulgation of the Gospel.

Mrs. Josie McLain, General Superintendent

of Young People's Missionary Society.

The Young People's Missionary Societies of the Uni-

ted Evangelical Church were first organized as Junior

Societies, and reported to the General Superintendent of

Mission Bands. The first one was the "Temple Build-

ers," of Naperville, Illinois, organized in 1889. Through

i890-'9i the "Temple Builders" continued active, rein-

forced by an organization at Adams Street, Chicago, Illi-

nois ; and Mrs. T. L. Haines, the general superintend-

ent, offered the following resolution, which was adopted

at the Board Meeting of 1891 : "Resolved, That we re-

cjuest the Board of Amissions to grant the Junior Societies
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the privilege of creating a fund for a Boys' and Girls'

Day School in some heathen country."

At the annual meeting of the Missionary Society, held

at Lebanon, Pa., Sept. 21, 1893, organizations were re-

ported from Harrisburg and Lebanon, of the East Penn-

sylvania Branch, and the following recommendation

adopted : "Rcsohrd, That in order that the Junior work

may receive better and more thorough attention, we rec-

ommend that a general superintendent be appointed,

making that department a special means to encourage or-

ganization and study of missions among the young men
and women of our church, as also to establish their special

work, the Mission Day School.''

Miss Myra Reinoehl was appointed the first General

Superintendent of the Junior Societies. A constitution

was prepared and adopted, the object to be "the cultiva-

tion of a true missionary spirit among its members, and

the collection of extra funds for missionary purposes."

At the Illinois Branch Convention, held at Geneseo,

Illinois, August 28, 1894, Mrs. Lizzie Hintz was appoint-

ed the first Branch Superintendent, and at the general

Woman's Board, in Williamsport, Pa., Sept. 2, 1894,

Miss Reinoehl, general Superintendent, gave her first

report. Immanuel, Reading, of East Pennsylvania, and

Freeport and Forreston of Illinois Branch were added

to the list, giving a total of seven societies with 164

members, having raised $102.37, of which $84.19 was

appropriated to the Foreign Fund.

Mrs. E. E. Adams was elected the General Superin-

tendent, and the Committee on \Vays and Means recom-

mended that Branch Superintendents be appointed, and

that one page of the Tidings be given to the Juniors for

their department.

In 1895, special report blanks were granted for this

department, and a request from the Illinois Branch for

the privilege of supporting a boy in ]\Iardin, Turkey, by
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special offerings was granted and faithfully continued

by this Branch until 1903, when the boy (Nehemiah

Creakerus) graduated.

In 1896 the East Pennsylvania Branch reported five

societies, with JMiss IMyra Reinoehl as their superintend-

ent ; Illinois, seven, and Central Branch, two. Mrs. H. B.

iHartzler was appointed General Superintendent, but

owing to ill health, was obliged to resign, and JNIrs. A. H.

Irvine was appointed to this office, which she served

faithfully until 1898.

At the annual meeting of the \\'oman's Board, held at

Reading, Pa., Sept. 20, 1897. the name of the Junior So-

ciety was changed to the Young People's Missionary So-

ciety. Airs. Haefele was appointed to edit the Young-

People's Department in the Tidings, and the following

covenant was recommended for adoption : "Grateful that

we have heard the glad news of salvation, mindful that

vast millions of boys and girls can never hear the tidings

of great joy, unless a Christian missionary be sent to

them, remembering that Jesus made loving obedience the

supreme test of discipleship, and that his last and most

solemn command was, 'Go teach all nations,' I gladly en-

ter into this covenant of obedience and that I will not

cease to make offerings of prayer, time and money to the

end that the sons and daughters of sorrow in heathen

lands may know the love of Jesus."

In 1898 Mrs. C. F. Kiest donated the sum of $25 to the

Illinois Juniors for the support of another boy.

In 1898 there were eleven societies, 289 members, and

a total of $217.56 raised, and the faithful superintend-

ents who worked so hard to bring about such a record

were : Mrs. Josie McLain, Illinois Branch ; Mrs. Elizabeth

Krecker, East Pennsylvania; Mrs. S. P. Remer, Central

Branch ; Mrs. Josie McLain being elected General Super-

intendent. In 1899 Des Moines Branch reported one so-

ciety at Des Moines, with Mrs. Thompson as their first
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snper ihis year dironicled i6 societies,

with a : f 393, and a total amount raised,

S399-5+

The T vary Offerii^ for our qjedal Branch

work in Cniiia was recKxnmended to the Yoong People's

Missionan- Sc'c'eT'e? ^-n looi.

PittsburfiT In: : : : ::?TlTania. with Mrs. Steelanith
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--- -
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T 3 one society* at Jolms-

:: .1. - ; --"k? and elected Mrs.

LQ 01 Uiii ren as
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: r superintendents : Ohio, one

sccierv. 2»iis5 I>. lueisse; Kansas Branch. Mrs. E. Stout;

Xorthwestem Branch, Mrs. G. Hulsebus. The grand

total for 1904- of 48 societies, 1.239 members, and

Si_^65.oi. shows the steady and encouraging growth of

thi£ departmenL

In compliance \*-ith the request of the General Super-

intendent, the Woman's Board recommended that even-

sister of the Woman's Home and Foreign ^lissionary

Society of the church, make this department a subject

of daily prayer, that more of our 3-oung people may be-

come interested in the work, and that those who have

been working so faithfully, may consecrate themselves

unreser\'edly to the ^Master's use.

The}- also recommended that the General Superintend-

ent, with the Executive Committee, prepare a suitable

banner for the Branch having the largest net gain in

number of societies.

We believe that it was in answer to the united prayers

of our workers that the report of 1905 proved so encour-

aging. Central Branch, Pennsylvania, made the most rapid
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progress, in that they have over one-half of the total

number of societies (6i), they having 31, and a net gain

of six societies, thus giving them the first right to the

banner in 1909. We regret, however, that the "Temple

Builders" of Xaperville, the first Young People's Society,

disbanded.

We also had the privilege of bidding jMiss Carrie

Wengert (now ]\Irs. Talbott), of Lebanon, Pa., God-

speed on her mission of love, to carry the Gospel to our

Chinese young people. She sailed from San Francisco,

June 6, 1905. reaching Shanghai one month later. Mrs.

Talbott was the first member of our Young People's So-

ciety to become a foreign worker.

Thus the work of our Young People's Alissionary So-

cieties has been given an impetus in the homeland, and

consecrated young people are offering themselves as will-

ing workers for the heathen lands.

For 1910, membership contests were recommended, and

the motto, "Expect great things from God, and attempt

great things for God," which has been used by the general

superintendent and the young people, in a general way.

since 1898, was adopted by the Woman's Board as a

motto for this department of work.

A growing interest was manifested by calls coming

from the superintendents for Study Classes, for a sep-

arate publication, and for some special, definite work ; and

at the Woman's Board Meeting of 1908, these calls were

answered, when the Board provided :

—

First, That Mission Study Classes be organized, and
societies taking these studies be encouraged to correspond

with those who attended the Summer Schools, and thus

secure the latest methods adopted by the "Forward
IMovement."

Second, That four pages be added to the Missio)iarv Ti-

dings, as a Young People's Department, to be edited by
]\Iiss Carrie V. Neitz.
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Third, That the young people assume the support of one

or more lady missionaries.

One year later, in 1909, Miss Irene Poling was selected

as the young People's first missionary.

The suggestion of the General Superintendent, in 1907,

to increase the interest in missions among our young peo-

ple by some plan of oratorical contest work for our Young
People's Missionary Societies, whereby they will not only

become better informed in the work, but be the means of

attracting others, was followed in 1908 by the East Penn-

sylvania Branch appointing Mrs. Myra Miller-Staufifer as

Superintendent of the Contest Department. And the Wo-
man's Board, at Barrington, Illinois, Oct. 8, 1908, believ-

ing that such contests would be an incentive to the work

of our young people and helpful in spreading missionary

intelligence, recommended that the Branch Young Peo-

ple's Missionary Society superintendents select a list of

readings and urge their societies to take up the Medal

Contest work. In accordance with this recommendation,

the Branch Superintendent of Illinois, Miss Iva Guiley

(now Mrs. Irving Dunlap), urged the societies to adopt

the plan.

The first Oratorical Missionary Contest was held at

Porreston, Illinois, May 18, 1909. The medal was won
by Mr. Fred Korf. This contest was a success financially

and a manifest means of increasing missionary sentiment

;

and we believe it has opened a door of opportunity for a

department of work that will be a blessing to those who
avail themselves of the privileges afforded.

Here we close the first chapter of the missionary move-

ment among the young people of our church, hoping that

the historic pages, yet to be written, will be replete with

greater achievement, in the beautiful task of hastening

the glad time when the heathen shall be the Christian's

inheritance, and the uttermost islands of the sea the King-

dom of our Lord.



Mrs. T. L. Haines, former General Superintendent of Mission
Bands.
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The Children's Portion

"There's room for children's service in this busy world of ours

;

We need them as we need the birds, and need the summer
flowers

;

And their help at task and toiling, the Church of ( -od may claim,

And gather little followers, in Jesus' holy name.

The first reference we find that inchides the children

of our church in organized missionary work, is given in a

recommendation, adopted by a Woman's Ivlissionary Coti-

vention in Cleveland, Ohio. June, 1883. By this conven-

tion there was presented to General Conference at Allen-

town, Pennsylvania, in October of the same year, an ap-

peal for recognition by the church, and for authority to

push out into broader fields of missionary activity. This

included a more direct missionary education of the chil-

dren.

The next step we note is at the first annual meeting of

our Woman's Missionary Society, in Lindsay, Ohio,

September, 1885. The society there directed the Execti-

tive Committee to prepare a plan for the constitution and

organization of Children's Mission Bands, so an appeal

was formulated.

First Constitution.

Name.

Article i.—This society shall be called the

'Mission Band of church of the Evangel-

ical Association.

Object.

Art. 2.—The object of this Society shall be the cultiva-

tion of a missionary spirit among the children, and the

raising of money for missionary pttrposes.
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Membership.

Art. 3.—Any child may become a member of this Soci-

ety by paying not less than two cents a month.

Officers.

Art. 4.—The officers of this Society shall be: First, An
adult person as Manager, appointed by the local Woman's
Missionary Society, or the pastor, who shall have general

direction of the affairs of the Society; Second, A presi-

dent, vice-president, secretary and treasurer, appointed

by the Manager from among the children, whose duties

shall be those usual to such offices.

Meetings.

Art. 5.—The Society shall hold regular monthly meet-

ings. The annual meeting for the election of officers

shall be held in the month of September.

FtDids.

Art. 6.—This Society shall be auxiliary to the local

Woman's Missionary Auxiliary, and shall remit its funds

to the treasurer of the same in the months of February

and August. If there is no local Auxiliary, the funds

shall be sent to the General Treasurer of the Woman's
]\Iissionary Society.

Because of the organization of eight Bands the first

year, with a membership of 207, we are led to say, this

work was of God from its very inception.

A paper on "Children's Work" was read by Mrs. T. L.

Haines, and the first report of Mission Bands was given

at the second annual meeting held in Naperville, Illinois,

October, 1886. It was hailed with surprise and thanks-

giving. The appointment of Woman's Missionary Soci-

ety District Managers, at about this time, facilitated the

work of organization; so we find the report in 1887 re-
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cords eighteen Bands, with a membership of 479, and

$292 given for missionary purposes.

As leaders were eager for aid in their monthly meet-

ings, Mrs. Haines secured for them a column in the Chil-

dren's Friend, by the kindness of Rev. P. W. Raidabaugh,

editor. In this little paper she furnished them a program

with suggestive matter until we had a paper of our own.

Stimulated and encouraged, the work grew and new

Bands were added.

The year 1888 marks the time from which dates special

supervision of our Mission Bands. By action of the Ex-

ecutive Committee, Mrs. T. L. Haines, of Chicago, 111.,

was elected to the office of General Superintendent of

Children's Work, also to prepare monthly programs for

the Mission Bands, in our own periodical. The Missionary

Messenger. This action was approved by the annual

meeting held in Reading, Pa., 1889. The new Constitu-

tion provided for a General Superintendent and also for

Branch Superintendents. Important changes were then

made in the Mission Band Constitution, providing for

representation at annual Branch meetings, for annual re-

ports to the Branch, and to the General Superintendent,

while all missionary moneys were directed paid to the

treasurer of the Branch.

In 1890 the first Conference Branch Superintendents

received their appointment. In 1891 five superintendents

reported in detail the progress of Children's Mission Band
work, to their respective Branches. Mrs. B. H. Miller

championed the work in East Pa. Branch, Mrs. Mina
Rishel the Pittsburg Branch, IMiss Emma Dittmar in

Central Pa., Mrs. Wm. Caton in Illinois, and Mrs. Dora

Schlister in Platte River Branch. This was a great year

for the little ones. We glean from the general report the

existence of fifty-four Bands, with an enrollment of

2,084.

At the Seventh Annual Meeting, held at Naperville,
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Illinois, in October of 1891, the Girls' Boarding School

Fund was estabHshed and given to the Mission Bands as

their special object of work. Can we picture the happy

faces of the delighted children (2,000 of them) meeting

once a month with their dear leaders in the Mission

Bands ?

Mrs. S. K. Entorf prepared the Mission Band programs

with excellent suggestions for leaders, in 1891, and in

October, 1892, a department was given the children in

Missionary Tidings, with Miss Marguerite Krecker as ed-

itor. A quarterly envelope containing leaflets for month-

ly Band meetings was issued and the field-daisy chosen

as the general badge of our Mission Bands.

At the close of this year of tears and regret,— (for

many will remember those days of separation from loved

associates),—we note this reference, indicative of the

beautiful spirit existing among our sisterhood: "The Su-

perintendents of the Pittsburg and some other Branches

have done what they could in His name, but can bring us

only half the Bands reported last year. We deeply re-

gret the loss of some of our first Bands organized, as we
had learned to love and cherish them. But we would

pray the Father that He may continue to guide them into

all truth." God so honored this Christlike spirit, that the

work continued to grow beyond all expectation.

At this time Article I, of the Constitution, was changed

to read : "This society shall be called the Mission

Band of United Evangelical Church."

In 1893 great enthusiasm was shown in the gathering

of money for their special object, the Girls' Boarding

School Fund. To aid the children, a pretty star card,

containing 100 stars was adopted, and more than 800 of

them were distributed. Another beautiful card, called the

World Penny Helper, was designed by Miss Emma Ditt-

mar, of Williamsport, Pa. This, with the addition of an

attractive little mite box, called Our Bank of Blessings,
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designed by the General Superintendent, Mrs. Haines,

pleased and assisted the children greatly.

A paragraph from the General Superintendent's report

reads : "It may be a stimulus to future effort to know that

our Bands, whose beginning was so small, now number

fifty-seven, and have grown in membership to the number

of 2,357, ^ "6t gaii^ of 835 members this year. Let these

tributes, accompanied by the trusting faith of the chil-

dren, be like the laughing springs, which send their spark-

ling waters down through the thirsty fields in the spring-

time, and cause many a bud and blossom to spring up to

delight and bless the world, and glorify their Creator."

In 1893 the children were given the Mission Bond
Bvangclical as their paper, with Miss Marguerite Krecker

as its efificient and loved editor. Later this paper also be-

came a Sunday-school periodical, the Missionary Number
of the Snnday-scJwol Evangelical, and through this means

we gained an entrance into thousands of homes, with tell-

ing incidents and facts from foreign fields, and the per-

sonal touch of missionary enthusiasm given by the devoted

editor, Mrs. Vincent, nee, Krecker. Another means of

help was a column for the ]\Iission Bands, edited by Mrs.

C. G. Linangst, in the Bee Hive, an Illinois Conference

paper.

That the Parent Board of Missions has also been a

factor in strengthening the Mission Band work, may be

judged from this reference in the superintendent's re-

port of 1893, "One especial help that has come to us this

year is the generous way in which the Parent Board, at

their last session, encouraged the formation of Mission

Bands among the children of our churches."

For several years this department also included Young
People's Missionary Societies, called Juniors at that time.

They certainly were our pride, and we loved them as an

older sister. But we could not wish them to lose their

identity in the larger number of Mission Bands. So in
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1893, after a plea for the organization of our young men
and women, we recommended the appointment of a su-

perintendent, whose sole duty should be the care of the

young people, and the gathering of money for the Day

School Fund.

At this time recommendations were adopted, recjuiring

the Executive Committees of the Branches to appoint

Mission Band Secretaries for each presiding elder district,

to cooperate with the Branch Superintendent in organiz-

ing and fostering the Mission Band interests of their re-

spective districts. They, with the Branch Superintendent,

should constitute a committee on Children's Work, to de-

vise such plans and methods whereby they might stimulate

the Mission Band interests of the Branch.

In 1894 an Aim Card was designed for the convenience

of leaders. The following Pledge Card and Creed was

recommended and prepared for the use of the fJands

:

Mission Band Pledge.

{In Concert.)

I promise each day to pray for the salvation of the heathen.

I promise to give what money I can to send them the Gospel.

I promise to attend each meeting of our Mission Band if I can

Missionary Creed.

{In Concert.)

We believe in God the Father and in His Son Jesus Christ,

We believe the heathen are lost in sin and need a knowledge of

Christ.

We believe it is our duty to tell them of the plan of salvation.

We therefore engage to learn about their need, to study God's

Word, and to send to them the word of life by the hands of

our missionaries.

Later a Wall Chart was issued containing the above

Pledge and Creed, with the addition of an Offertory Pray-

er and the Mission Band Benediction.

Our now sainted ]Mrs. Jacob Hartzler took charge of

the Bands in the Central Pa. Conference from 1892-1895.
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In 189s Mrs. J. A. Hollenbaugh, of Central Pa., and Miss

Carrie Bordlemay, of the East Pa. Branches, accepted the

superintendency of their respectivei Branches. Miss

Virgie Thomas took Central Pa. for one year, while Miss

Cora Frost followed Mrs. Wm. Caton in Illinois the pre-

ceding year. Remarkable success attended the efforts of

all these devoted superintendents. It seemed as if the

very windows of heaven opened, and showered blessings,

year after year, until there was scarcely room to contain

all. Leaders, children and superintendents studied, work-

ed and rejoiced together. The Golden Text suggested for

that year was Col. 3 : 23 ; and Rev. 22 : 21 was, and is still,

repeated in concert at the close of each regular meeting,

as a benediction.

The history of Mission Band work up to 1896 is not

only of improvement in many lines of work, and a con-

tinual increase in number of Bands and membership,

—

but, far better, many of these little ones are themselves

being drawn very near to the heart of a loving Christ.

It was in 1896 that the Wee Bands, later known as the

Cradle Roll, first crept into our hearts and circle, and

until 1902 the department nourished and cared for them.

At this time it meant the loss of twenty-six Bands from

our number, with a membership of 291 taken from our

list. But realizing that it would be for their best interests,

we unhesitatingly recommended a superintendent for the

new department.

The Mission Band programs, prepared by Mrs. Haines,

and appearing, up to this time, in Missionary Tidings,

were now ordered published in the Missionary Bvangcl-

ical. A department in this paper was set apart for our

Bands, and after several years, the programs appearing

in this column were then prepared by Mrs. INI. K. Vincent,

who, for nine years more, continued as its very capable

editor. For three years Miss Cora E. Frost had inspired

the Illinois Bands to advance to a proud record, but as her
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strength was insufficient to continue, Mrs. B. R. Schultze

took the work for one year.

The first separate Mission Band blanks were recom-

mended in 1897 and sent out in 1898; also blanks for re-

ports of Branch Superintendents were printed for use the

following year. They have been enlarged twice, each

time adding new features, until they are a model of

beauty, and exceedingly well adapted to their uses.

Of 1897 and 1898 we glean this: "Our leaders have

never done so nobly. Their work is full of encourage-

ment ; lost but six bands, and four of these have merged

into Junior Societies. Where we find a live, enthusiastic

pastor, one who thoroughly believes in missions, there we,

in time, find a wide-awake Mission Band.

"One of the most difficult tasks that comes to our su-

perintendents is that of re-organizing, where a Band for

lack of interest, or because of neglect, has been allowed

to die."

At the annual meeting held in South Fork, Pa., 1898,

the General Superintendent was presented with a hand-

some silk quilt, the gift of the Branch Superintendents.

Surprised, and completely overcome at this beautiful ex-

pression of love and cooperation from her co-workers,

the superintendent said, in acceptance : "If joy as a reward

in heaven, for simply having done what we could, can be

greater than this, it is well that our spirits will then be

free, as we certainly would not be able to bear it."

Of all that might be given as history of 1899, we men-

tion but this : "The work is gaining in sympathy and co-

operation of pastors and people. We can not measure

the present influences brought to bear upon the children,

thus being trained for future usefulness. Certain it is

that the standards of missions will be lifted immeasur-

ably higher because of this early training. Mrs. L. H.

Hintz (of blessed memory) presented Illinois Branch with
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a beautiful banner, to encourage better average attend-

ance at Band meetings."

This year records a number of changes in superin-

tendents, yivs. G. W. Imboden had charge of the Pitts-

burg Branch, until the Father called her home, and Mrs.

Alinnie Dunmire again took care of the three brave little

Bands for some time kept fanned into brightness by her

motherly supervision. j\Irs. W. I. Shambaugh followed

]Mrs. J. A. Hollenbaugh in the Central Pa. Branch, and

Miss ]\Iamie Cable in Illinois followed Mrs. L. H. Hintz.

The Iowa Bands came into our ranks this year, with

Mrs. E. B. Utt as their most devoted superintendent.

This Branch owes its beginning to the Home Mission

Band, organized four years before, under our Mission

Band Constitution, in the home of Rev. and Mrs. B. H.

Niebel, of Des Moines. They taught, studied, prayed and

gave for missions in their little family circle, which was

the beginning of a church Alission Band of thirty-two

members. Out of it developed a Young People's Mission-

ary Society, and, through its influence, a Woman's Mis-

sionary Society. These local Societies became the nu-

cleus of the Des Moines Branch organization. (Who can

say that the United Evangelical Church of 1908 did not

owe its General Missionary Secretary, Rev. B. H. Niebel,

to the blessing upon that little Home Band?)

Some telling recommendations were adopted in 1899

and 1900. One suggested that all Bands each year plan

a great Annual Rally for the month of September, secure

new members and reclaim indifferent ones ; Banks of

Blessing, or W^orld Penny Helpers were to be given out

and returned at the November Thank-Offering service.

An apportionment of twenty-five cents per member for

foreign work was set for each Conference Branch,

which aim, if reached, places the Branch on the Woman's
Board Roll of Honor. There is also given each Branch

a Roll of Honor, on which are placed each year, the
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names of Bands in those Branches contributing twenty-

five cents per member to foreign work.

The Httle Illnstrafed Leaflet, with its pictures, Ques-

tion and Answer Drill, story and verse, was safely

launched in this year, becoming a real help and delight

to leaders and children in their study of the monthly

topics. It was edited first by Airs. Haines, then by Airs.

W. H. Fouke, and from October, 1905. to the close of

the year, by Mrs. Jennie Noot. of Pennsylvania. It was

continued for five years, yielding place, in 1905, to the

new children's paper, the Missionary Gem. This paper,

with Airs. W. H. Fouke as its loved editor, was at once

received with delight, and has become one of the most

valuable helps in our Alission Band work.

It was during this year that our first missionaries.

Rev. and Mrs. C. N. Dubs entered China. Alany were the

prayers that ascended from children's lips for the safe

keeping of Homer in far-away China.

In 1901 one Branch Superintendent, Airs. A. \\'.

Schenberger, of the Platte River Conference, was called

to her reward. This, her message to us, 'A'anquished,

but not forsaken." Airs. Alary A. Shupp took up the

task laid down by our sister, and Airs. Sadie Graybill en-

tered the work in Illinois.

That the children might have a larger part in blessing

humanity, they were given the privilege of contributing

also to the Hospital Fund. This fund has been accepted

by the Woman's Board for some time, but until this year

the children had not been given a share in it.

Wq find mention made of the "Scripture Blackboard

Illustration," given first in 1900, by Airs. Haines, in re-

sponse to the leaders' repeated requests. In the report of

1901 it is referred to as a necessity to our programs, and

an invaluable help to leaders. From September, 1905, to

1907, Aliss Xina Alarzolf, of Chicago, very creditably

prepared this essential help for the Bands.
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In September of this year, Kenneth, with his parents,

Rev. and Mrs. C. A. Fuessle, sailed for China ; so our

Mission Band had another httle friend across the sea, for

whom to petition the Father's loving care.

We note this from the report of 1902 : "Miss Carrie

Bordlemay, for eight years East Pennsylvania's devoted

Superintendent of Mission Bands, has been succeeded

by Miss Anna Sweigert, a successful Mission Band

leader. No more enviable wish could be bestowed upon

any one, than to wish for this new Superintendent that

there may fall upon her shoulders the same beautiful

mantle of love and honor, which during all these years

of faithful service, has been accorded Miss Bordlemay."

"Leaders of our Bands have again gathered from the

year's toil, and even the children come laden with arm-

fuls of bud and blossoms, hoping to please with their Ht-

tle gifts, and trusting we will find in the modest figures,

sweet fragrance of love and sacrifice." This practically

tells the story of 1902, with the Aim given for the fol-

lowing year: Better methods of zvork, better organisa-

tion, deeper spiritual life. Our Motto: Study God's

thought for the salvation of the world.

Miss Anna Sweigert, a rare jewel of the East Pa.

Branch, brings us her first report in 1903 ; also Mrs. Karl

Kaupp from the Northwestern Branch ; Mrs. J. W.
Drehmer enters upon pioneer work in the Kansas Branch,

and all Bands are striving to reach a place on the Branch

Rolls of Honor. Until 1903, East Pa. and Central Pa.

alone had gained that enviable place on the Woman's
Board Roll of Honor; but later all other Branches suc-

ceeded.

A recommendation was passed urging more general

observance of the Annual Public Meetings, such as,

Thank-Offering in November, New Year or Birthday

Reception, Annual Rally or Harvest Festival in Sep-

tember, and Hospital Day in March. Daily Mission Band
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Conferences at Branch Conventions were reported for the

first time in 1903.

Classification and grading of Bands was provided for

and added to the Mission Band Constitution as By-laws.

A monthly meeting of leaders and teachers was suggest-

ed. A very pretty mite box was designed by Miss Emma
Ditmar.

In 1904 the aim for foreign work was placed at $2,000,

and that we might not lose sight of the necessity of spir-

itual gain, the watchword given was,

"Better service for Christ." A com-

prehensive view of our Mission Band

work up to this time was given in

a chart prepared for the Woman's
Board Meeting, showing its progress

from the beginning. This chart tells

a story of unselfish devotion to the

cause. It. with other years added,

will appear at the close of this Miss Mm-ie Hascnfflug,

chapter. If permitted, we would •^''''''' "^ ^^''^- ^- ^- -^"''^

so like to note much else deserving of special mention

on this chart in every Branch.

Mrs. J. W. Shank finished a year of service in Kansas

Branch, and Mrs. R. F. Brothers entered upon the work

in Illinois, which she carried very successfully for four

years. Mrs. A. D. Hollenbaugh became Superintendent

in Kansas Branch, holding that office for four fruitful

years. Miss Lena Gueck took charge of the Bands in

Platte River from 1904 to 1906.

Our foreign "Girls' Boarding School has become a

reality, and there is great rejoicing among the children

of our Bands." It was opened May 31, 1904, in Chang-

sha, China, with Miss Marie Hasenpflug in charge.

Many are the prayers that ascend for this school and the

dear Chinese girls, so fortunate to be taught and loved
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by our Miss Hasenpflug and her assistants,—our own

clear Mission Band daughters.

Items from 1905 :—Mrs. I. R. Rehm, of Ilhnois, was

in charge of the Mission Bands during 1905-1906, while

the General Superintendent took a rest, spending the year

with her family in Europe.

The Northwestern and Central Pa. Branches reached

the aim of five new Bands and all former ones retained.

Sixty-eight Bands won a place on their Branch Rolls of

Honor. We crossed the 6,000 mark in membership.

A beautiful banner was given Central Pa. Branch at

this time, by the enthusiastic superintendent, Mrs. J. A.

Hollenbaugh, to encourage larger gifts for the treasury

and for foreign work.

Mrs. B. F. Allen and Mrs. Patterson, of Cleveland,

looked after the children's interest in Ohio in 1905 and

1906. Then Mrs. W. H. Sherrick was appointed super-

intendent, and she loyally cared for the Bands of the

Branch for three years. She was followed by Mrs. P.

E. Smoke, in 1909. To her Ohio is looking for success.

The work of these dear leaders is not like the musi-

cian's touch, that brings sweet, divine harmony from his

instrument,— for when his fingers are withdrawn, the

vibration ceases, the sound dies away. But the leader

who touches the soul of a little child, strikes the key of a

symphony that shall sound through all eternity.

On the records of our early Mission Bands we find the

names of four little girls, familiarly called Mary Mundis,

Carrie Wengert, Lilla Snyder, and Irene Poling. Then,

in 1901 and 1902, we find the same names as leaders of

Mission Bands, faithfully directing the little ones. From
their own story we learn that the desire to enter foreign

fields first came to their hearts as they studied of a per-

ishing world, in the Mission Band. How little the lead-

ers of these early Bands knew that their work would be

so rewarded. For when the call came from the church
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for more missionaries to China, these four earnest young

women answered, "Here am I."

"In the year 1907 the Des IMoines Branch claimed our

successful superintendent, Mrs. E. B. Utt, as President

of the Branch. So devoted a friend to our children's

work cannot but be greatly missed. We bespeak for the

Branch a most capable president, and welcome Mrs. Rose

Stauffacher as Mission Band Superintendent of the

Branch."

Oregon comes to us with three bright new Bands, and

an average of twenty- four cents per member to foreign

work. Mrs. Floyd Fisher is the champion of the little

circle. Five Branches gain a place on the Board Roll of

Honor. Our new superintendent's blanks provide for

reports of public and special meetings ;—2,054 regular

meetings were reported, with an average attendance of

seventeen. The membership of our Bands now exceeds

the aim of 7,000. Continued interest in our Girls' Board-

ing School is shown by large contributions for that work.

It is a real delight to bring to the little ones messages

from over the sea, telling of the blessing this school is,

even now, to heathen children.

During this year a set of four leaflets was prepared by

the General Superintendent : "Monthly, Public, Week-
day and Special Mission Band Meetings," also a booklet

on "Mission Band Entertainments." These had long

been needed, and are now in general use.

One reason for the increased efficiency of our bands

is the increase in Mission Band representation at Branch

Conventions. In 1907, 65 leaders attended the annual

Branch Meetings, and in several Branches the Superin-

tendents arranged for Mission Band Conferences.

From the report of the General Superintendent in

1908 :
—"For the twentieth time we coine to you with a

net gain in almost every department, and yet we are but

touching the edge of this beautiful work of training and



TJic Children's Portion. 99

teaching our children in missions. The total number of

Mission Bands is now 288 ; a net gain of sixteen Bands,

with a membership of 7,609, a gain of 462 members. The

amount secured by the children in 1908 is equal to the

contributions of all the W. M. S. organizations in Central

Pa. and Illinois Branches. How precious in the sight of

the Father must be the $3,000 for foreign work, given by

these loving little hearts !

The Missionary Gem is truly a gem in our Band work.

Leaders and children show their practical appreciation of

this fine little paper.

Miss Anna Sweigert, who so endeared herself to lead-

ers and children of the East Pa. Branch during six years

of beautiful service as superintendent, found it necessary

to withdraw from the work in 1908. Many kindly wish-

es went with her. At the same time, Mrs. C. E. Barr

was very heartily received. Mrs. Rose Stauffacher, for

two years Superintendent in Des Moines Branch, is again

called to the presidency of the Branch, while Airs. Bar-

bara Jones, a most earnest, consecrated Mission Band
leader, is entrusted with the children's interests. Mrs.

R. F. Brothers, Illinois' faithful and determined superin-

tendent for four years, was necessitated to relinquish

her work, and it was given to Mrs. I. R. Rehm. Mrs. J.

A. Hollenbaugh, identified with the Bands in Central Pa.

since their beginning, and for four years their loyal su-

perintendent, was also obliged to retire. But another

very capable superintendent was found in the person of

Miss Emma Messinger. Mrs. S. J. Shupp, also a most

faithful superintendent in Platte River Branch, was

obliged to withdraw, and Mrs. Addie Essley took the

place.

Each year the children's interest in China becomes

greater ; all the more so now, because they have given

one of their number as a sacrifice to the evangelizing of

that faraway land. Bonny little Lee Shambaugh died at
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Siangtan, Hunan, China, in April of 1910. He was a

member of the Mission Band and son of Rev. and Mrs.

W. I. Shambangh, missionaries of our church. That

httle grave across the sea strongly appeals for their un-

tiring devotion to missions.

The year 1908 closed the service of Mrs. T. T. Haines,

General Superintendent of Mission Bands. It was with

sincere regret that Mrs. Haines laid down the work with

the children. This work, which she had so carefully

tended from its beginning, had become a part of her very

life. Deeply appreciative resolutions were adopted by

the Woman's Board, bidding Mrs. Haines farewell, and

assuring a welcome to her daughter, the new superin-

tendent, Mrs-. I. R. Rehm, of Deerfield, Blinois.

In 1909 comes the first report given by Mrs. Rehm.

She says: "We look into the past, and get experience

from it. We look into the future, and get inspiration

from it ; but above all we want to be alive to the vital

needs of the present." She expresses pleasure because

of the bountiful harvest of gifts from the Bands, and the

advance along many lines. She also regrets the loss of

Mrs. J. W. Fager to the Mission P>ands of Kansas

Branch, again welcoming Mrs. Anna D. HoUenbaugh as

superintendent, and greets Miss Stella Gerhardt, as she

takes up the work in the Northwestern, because of Mrs.

Karl Kaupp's call to the secretaryship of that Branch.

Then in the spirit of the flag-bearer, who knew only

"advance," to superintendents and leaders she says

:

"That is the spirit infc want. There must be no retreat,

no lowering of our aim and ambition, but a glad, strong

purpose to advance."

Of those associated with us in this work, some have gone

to be with Christ
;
yet their dear faces are still clear on

memory's pages, and the recollection of their helpfulness

unforgotten. Others are to-day holding most responsible

places in our dear missionary organizations ; while still
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others are leading souls to Christ in China. The history

of faithfulness of our leaders could not be written in

words of commendation. It will need the pen of an an-

gel to record all the credit due these self-sacrificing, ear-

nest leaders of Mission Bands. And what of the chil-

dren? How we have learned to love them! Let us look

into the home on Mission Band day ; see the older sister

or brother pleading for little sister or brother to go to

Band meeting. See them again as they run errands,

"tend" the baby, or pass the candy store with pennies

earned held tightly for missions,—when the candy looks

so good ! Then observe the happy faces as they kiss

mother good-bye. Then look again when they kneel in

prayer in the meeting, asking God to bless the pennies

they brought for poor little children that don't know about

Jesus. Listen, as one after the other pleads the Father

to bless you, the leader of their Band. Listen, as they

repeat to father and mother the story of those in heathen

lands without a Saviour. The full record of the chil-

dren's part in the great work of missions cannot be writ-

ten in a single chapter. He only can gather a faithful

history of children's loving service; and He, too, will

reward.

It is now twenty-six years since the first appeal for the

missionary education of our children was presented to

our Parent Board. Could we see through these years,

as our Father sees, the gradual development of Chris-

tian character, and the missionary enthusiasm filling the

children's minds and hearts ; or could we know how, by

thus leading them so close to the heart of a loving Sav-

iour, there has often been awakened an earnest, prayer-

ful determination, either tO' go, or to send the news of

redemption, to the unsaved millions:—if, indeed, we
could present to you these precious fruits of the years,

then with Phillips Brooks, we would be ready to say,

'.'He who helps a child, helps humanity with a distinct-
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ness, with an immediateness, which no help given to hu-

man creatures in any other stage of Hfe, can possibly

give again."

During these years, our Woman's Board has been de-

veloping Branch after Branch. The Branches have re-

sponded with leaves, buds and blossoms, until sometimes

we have been completely hidden by their loveliness. Year

after year has passed, and these blossoms of promise have

been transformed into precious fruitage. At times the

fruit was not so abundant as we hoped for. Sometimes

it has not been as round and perfect as we could have

wished, but there was fruit, and it came from the

Branches.
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Observe the gradual and steady gain in both charts. This seems toshow a healthy condition and increasing strength. The only loss of anynote was in 189.3, which shows soo less in membership, and a net loss ofthree bands. This was quite recovered, however, in the following yearIn the hrst ten years the number of Bands increased thirteen times',trom 8 to 103, and in the last ten years the membership doubled itself—trom 3,897 to 7^40. The present number of Bands is 233. SanFrancisco has i; Ohio 2; Oregon, 4; Northwestern, 6; Kansas, 8;Platte River, is; Des Moines, 19; Pittsburg, 20; Illinois, 3s; CentraPennsylvania, 60; and East Pennsylvania, 63.
The second chart, in a striking way, shows the increase of children's

contributions, and the large proportion given to foreign work. Tliesudden gain of the latter in 1894, was due to the Girls' Boarding School
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Fund, which was given to the Mission Bands as their special object that
year. A small loss in money for the foreign work in 1896, was occa-
sioned by the loss of the Junior Societies, which were placed in a de-
partment of their own.

In the last ten years the Mission Bands almost tripled their amount
raised, ($1,752—$5,001), and more than tripled their contributions to

foreign work ($697—$2,747).
The whole amount given by the children to our foreign work during

these twenty-three years is $22,000. In 1909 they raised $5,000 for the
year, and the whole amount of their contributions from 1886 to 1909 is

$47,453- 111 1910 they will have raised more than $50,000 for missions.
In 191 1 the Mission Bands will celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary

of their organization, and we hope that leaders and children will see the
realization of all the fond hopes and plans of the past years.



Our Cradle Roll

There is no more beautiful work in our whole organ-

ization than that of the Missionary Cradle Roll. Six

years in this work for the babies, has led me to this con-

clusion. When will we as leaders realize our wonderful

privilege, in beginning to train these pure little souls in

the ways of the Kingdom? It is a great joy to be able to

interest the little ones in heathen lands ; to turn their

tender, sympathetic hearts with love toward other chil-

dren who are not so happy ; to cultivate a generous im-

pulse and teach them how to give.

It is fitting that such an important work should be en-

rolled with the other great organizations of the Woman's
Missionary Society, and that something of its history be

written. The history of Missionary Cradle Roll work is

not finished with this writing, but just begun. These bands

of little children will go on increasing in numbers and in-

fluence until God shall call us home. The reward for these

years of beautiful service shall come in that Great Day
when our faithful Cradle Roll leaders and children shall

stand before the throne, with thousands of little ones

from foreign lands, and shall hear the voice of the King

saying, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of

these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

The first recommendation by our Woman's Board

concerning this work, was passed in 1896, encouraging

the organization of Wee Bands (Cradle Rolls). Mrs.

L. H. Hintz, of Illinois, organized the first Wee Band at

Highland Park, III, and it was she who urged advance

steps, and is recognized as the one who, from the begin-

ning, saw the need and benefit of Cradle Roll Work most

perfectly. Her deep interest and love for the work, led

her to present a beautiful banner, embroidered under the

105



io6 Reminiscences.

supervision of Mrs. Dubs in China, as an incentive to

rapid organization of Cradle Rolls. Although Mrs. Hintz

has been called home to her reward, the memory of her

devotion to this cause must ever inspire us to be more

earnest in the work which she began.

The name Wee Band was changed in 1897 to Mission-

ary Cradle Roll. The first Missionary Cradle Roll in

our church was organized in 1897, i^'i Emanuel Church,

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, following a recommendation

by the Woman's Board that a Missionary Cradle Roll be

created in connection with the Mission Band. The honor

Rosemary Krecker Vincent, ^i'lien

one and a half years old.

Frank Becker, at the age of

one year.

of being the first member of the Cradle Roll is shared be-

tween Miss Rosemary Krecker Vincent and Master

Frank Stanford Becker. The second Roll to be organized

was in Memorial Church, Baltimore, Maryland, and oth-

ers followed in quick succession.

In the following year, 1898, four Rolls came to us from

East Pennsylvania, and in 1899, three Rolls from Central

Pennsylvania, two from East Pennsylvania, and two

from Illinois. In 1902, Kansas Branch and Des Moines

joined the number, with three Rolls. At this time 25

Cradle Rolls and 267 babies were with the Mission

Bands, and mothered by the General and Branch Super-

intendents of Mission Bands. At the Woman's Board
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Meeting in the fall of 1902, acting on the suggestion of

Mrs. T. L. Haines, General Superintendent of Mission

Bands, the Home and Cradle Roll Department was insti-

tuted, and the existing Cradle Rolls transferred to the

new department. A General Superintendent was ap-

pointed ; ]Mrs. Irving R. Rehm, of Deerfield, Illinois, who
conducted the department for six years, until it was

divided in 1908.

Airs. Irving R. Rclun, Vice President of
Woman's Missionary Society and Su-

perintendent of Mission Bands.

The wisdom of this change was proven by the more
rapid gain of the succeeding years. In the first year of

the new department, eleven Cradle Rolls were added.

During that year also, special Branch Superintendents

were elected to take charge of the Cradle Rolls and Home
Departments in their various Branches. This proved to

be a good move, as more individual attention could be
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given to each Roll, and the number, membership and con-

tributions rapidly increased. In the second year, 1904,

twenty new Cradle Rolls were added, and three Home
Departments, making sixty organizations in all. The

money raised this year was also an increase, reaching al-

most ninety dollars.

Each year since then has witnessed an enlargement of

purpose and usefulness, until in the year of this writing,

1908, the organizations number 104, the membership in-

cludes 1,110 and money raised during the year $346.18.

During the six years of the existence of the department,

they have raised quite a surprising sum for the China

Hospital Fund—$1,118.33. Who can measure the good

to be done by this offering of the Cradle Roll, a gift

fresh from innocent, childish hands, worthy of the Sav-

iour's blessing?

The majority of the Cradle Rolls average in member-

ship from five to twenty-five, but we have some remark-

able societies. One Roll raised $1.13 per member, and

a number raised over $.60 per member during the past

year. The largest Cradle Roll is at Vilas, Pennsylvania,

where there are 120 members who raised last year $47.00

for China. When we realize that these amounts are

given by societies of babies, less than five years of age,

it is truly marvelous.

The Cradle Rolls have been fortunate in having such

devoted Branch Superintendents. Mrs. W. P. Ritter, of

Central Pennsylvania Branch, was succeeded by Mrs. J.

W. Thompson. Mrs. Blanche Becker has had charge of

the Rolls in East Pennsylvania for six years. The Su-

perintendents in Illinois have been Mrs. L. H. Hintz

Miss Alice McLane, Mrs. B. R. Schultze, Mrs. H. Mess-

ner. In Des Moines Branch, Mrs. G. R. Stover, Mrs. J.

G. Walz, Mrs. S. C. Wadding. In Kansas, Mrs. W. W.
Underkofiler, Mrs. C. H. Taylor. In Northwestern, Mrs.

Karl Kaupp, Miss Stella Gerhardt. In Pittsburg, Mrs.
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C. E. Sayer and Mrs. I. R. Grimm. Platte River, Mrs.

Shupp, ]\Iiss Lena Gueck, Mrs. Essley and Mrs. M. T.

Maze.

At the annual meeting of the Woman's Board, at Bar-

rington. 111., in October, 1908, the General Superintendent

of Home and Cradle Roll Department, Mrs. I. R. Rehm
was elected General Superintendent of ]\Iission Bands.

The department was then divided ; Mrs. J. A\'. Thomp-

]\Irs. J. IV. Tlioinpson, General Siif'erin-

tendent of Cradle Roll and Home
Department.

son was elected General Superintendent of Cradle Rolls,

and Mrs. R. G. Munday of Home Departments. At the

close of the year, in 1909, the two departments were re-

united, under the care of Mrs. J. W. Thompson, of Har-

risburg. Pa. Each is well supplied with helpful literature,

both for organizing and conducting these organizations,

and has the good-will and God-speed of missionary work-

ers over the whole church. Their mission is one of such

deep and lasting benefit, and has so plainly received God's
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approval, that we predict for them both a sphere of great

usefuhiess and blessing. In the year of this writing, 1909,

the Cradle Roll membership is 1,242, and they raised for

the China Hospital, $391.59, a total during these seven

years of $1,509.92.

There are (in 1910) 1,242 babies on the Cradle Roll,

—which means many families brought into closer touch

with missions.

The object, then, of the Missionary Cradle Roll, is not

so much the collection of a few dollars each year for

our foreign work, as that by proper training and sugges-

tion, we may so prepare the children's hearts, that we
may raise up a new generation of missionary workers, to

carry on the work of the King. And this new generation

that is coming, shall it be indifferent to the call of the

heathen, or shall it be on fire with love and zeal to carry

out Christ's last command? The Cradle Roll is the first

iuiportant step in the training, and let us not fail to

realize it.

This is the primary purpose of the best form of Cradle

Roll work, and this purpose should burn steadily in the

heart of each leader. Let her take her work seriously, or

not take it at all.

There is, however, another side of the work, which

is not so much an object of the Cradle Roll, but a beauti-

ful and natural result of it. This is the enlisting of the

parents' interest in missions because of the membership

of their little child in the Cradle Roll. The parents'

pride in whatever concerns their little one, leads them

to an interest in the cause of missions, of which the baby

is a part.

We will close with the words of Joseph Parker, a man
whose mind was strong to deal with the mighty problems

of religion and philosophy, and who saw the possibilities

lying in the hearts of such little ones as these under our

care.
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"Childhood in itself is little, but it is a quantity that is

always growing. I am struck by the wisdom that sees in

childhood a growing power and that directs its attention

to the early life of nations, for they who begin with the

adults begin at the wrong end, and they who begin with

the little ones begin at the right point, and may achieve

profound and permanent success.

"O, may every finger you have, and every faculty, be

made keen enough and strong enough to seize the chance

and turn it, as it were, into fine gold."

—

Joseph Parker.



The Evolution of Branch Work

As briefly told by an official representative from each

of the ten Conference Branch Woman's Missionary So-

cieties.

The East Pennsylvania Branch of the Woman's Mis-

sionary Society was organized by Mrs. EHzabeth Kreck-

er, at Myerstown, Pa., June 26, 1890. Annual conven-

tions have been held since, in the following churches :

—

In 1891, in Lancaster, Mulberry Street; 1892, Mahanoy
City; 1893, Salem, Allentown; 1894, Lehighton ; 1895,

\MUiamstown ; 1896, Ashland; 1897, South Easton;

1898, Philadelphia, Christ; 1899, Lancaster, Bethany;

1900, Bethlehem; 1901, Mohnton; 1902, Allentown, Trin-

ity ; 1903, Lebanon, St. Paul's ; 1904, Reading, First

;

1905, Allentown, Bethany; 1906, Fleetwood; 1907, Eas-

ton, Bethany; 1908, Hazleton ; 1909, Bangor,

At the fifth annual meeting of the Woman's Board,

held in Reading, Pa., September, 1889, a request was

made that the auxiliaries hold Thank-Offering meetings,

one-half of the offering to be used as a fund for the es-

tablishment of missionary literature supplies.

The first officers of the Branch were: President, Mrs.

W. M. Stanford; vice-president, Mrs. B. D. xA.lbright

;

recording secretary, Miss JMyra Reinoehl ; corresponding

secretary, Miss Deborah Swartz ; treasurer. Miss Katie

Hemperley; Superintendent of Mission Bands, ]\Iiss Ella

Bachman. Miss Bachman resigned, and Miss Carrie V.

Neitz was appointed to take her place.

]\Irs. Stanford continued as president until 1893, when,

at her request, she was relieved and Mrs. B. D. Al-

bright was elected. Mrs. Albright served until 1902,

when, on account of ill health, she was obliged to with-

112
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draw, and Miss Carrie Bordlemay was elected to the

office. Miss Bordlemay was president until 1909, when,

owing to her marriage and removal to another confer-

ence, she was obliged to resign, and our present worthy

president, Mrs. W. J. Gruhler, was elected to carry on

the work.

At the time of the organization of the Branch, there

were only seven auxiliaries. The following year, 1891,

they had already increased to seventeen, with a member-

ship of 660; $447.23 having been raised. In 1891 there

were fourteen Mission Bands, with a membership of 799.

and money raised, $93.01. In 1909 the corresponding

secretary reported 70 auxiliaries, with a membership of

3,508, and 66 Mission Bands, with a membership of

2,620. The treasurer's report for 1908- 1909 shows that

the auxiliaries raised $6,725.15; the Mission Bands,

$2,214.58; the Young People's Missionary Societies,

$768.43. The grand total raised by the Branch, $9,810.03.

In 1894 a resolution was passed requesting presiding

elders of the districts to set aside one day as Woman's
Missionary Society Day at each of their camp-meetings;

consequently, very successful missionary meetings are

held each summer.

Under the auspices of the Branch, rallies have also

been held at Albright College, and for several years Mis-

sionary Institutes were conducted in the different dis-

tricts.

In 1904 Mrs. Myra M. Stauffer presented a beautiful

silk banner to the Branch, as a gift from herself and

husband, in memory of her sainted aunt, Airs. Elizabeth

Krecker. This Memorial Banner has since been awarded

annually to the auxiliary having gained the highest per-

centage of new members during the year.

In 1907 Mr. and Mrs. Stauffer also presented a pyrog-

raphy banner, on which are inscribed the names of life

and honorary members. This banner is awarded each
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year to the Woman's Missionary Society or Young Peo-

ple's Missionary Society appropriating the largest amount

per member for foreign work.

In 1906 the Branch took for its special work the partial

support of Rev. C. W. Guinter, missionary in the Sudan,

Africa. The Branch also took an active part in fur-

nishing the summer home in Kuling, China ; as well as in

the raising of the Silver Anniversary Fund.

The officers of the Branch in 1910, are: President, Mrs.

W. J. Gruhler; vice-president, Miss Carrie V. Neitz;

recording secretary, Mrs. S. N. Walley; corresponding

secretary. Miss Eva L. Smawley; treasurer, Mrs. Adam
Saylor; Superintendent of Mission Bands, Mrs. C. E.

Barr; Superintendent Young People's Missionary Soci-

ety, Mrs. A. M. Sampsel ; Superintendent Cradle Rolls,

Mrs. Blanche Becker ; Superintendent Work Among For-

eigners, Mrs. Elda Dehell ; Branch Organizer, Mrs. M.

M. T. Fouke.

The Central Pennsylvania Conference Branch of the

Woman's Missionary Society of the United Evangelical

Church had its beginning when eleven delegates, repre-

senting eight auxiliaries, previously organized, met at

Lewisburg, Pa., in June, 1890.

It was through the untiring energy of Mrs. W. E. Det-

wiler, who was our first, and is still our beloved pres-

ident, and the consecrated zeal of Mrs. Elizabeth Kreck-

er, as organizer of auxiliaries, that this organization was

efifected.

Mrs. S. P. Remer, the honored President of our Wo-
man's Missionary Society, first Superintendent of Mission

Bands, at our first annual meeting reported the organiza-

tion of six new Bands.

During the four years from 1890 to 1894 our Branch

sailed on the turbulent waters of transition, but finally

was taken on board that new soul-saving craft, "The

United Evangelical Church," at Berwick, Pa., June 4-7,
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1895. The fifteen years since then have shown steady-

progress and commendable energy in "throwing out the

Hfe Hne" to those in greatest need.

Seventeen years of untiring service is the fine record of

Mrs. M. I. Jamison, Treasurer of the Branch. No other

Brancli Treasurer has served so long.

A new feature,—to our church,—of missionary work

was presented at Lemoyne, Pa., in 1906, by Miss Elsie

Bentz, viz., Deaconess Work, which received the enthu-

siastic attention of the convention; and two years later

it was decided to present the matter of Deaconess Work
through our representative, to conference, for their con-

sideration ; a committee of three, Mrs. Remer, Mrs. Rit-

ter, and Mrs. Hollenbaugh, were elected to act in con-

junction with a similar committee appointed by the an-

nual conference. A Deaconess Board was formed by the

election of five ministers, one layman, and three women,

who prepared a constitution and arranged for the work.

Two applicants, who had been in training for this work,

Miss Grace Hershman, of Carlisle, Pa., and Miss Georgi-

anna Ploke, of Hanover, Pa., presented themselves for

work. The first-named is now employed at Baltimore

(Memorial), and the second at Berwick (Bower Memo-
rial), and very encouraging reports are heard of them.

An unusual and impressive service at the conference

session, on March 6, 1910, was the consecration to the

office of deaconess, of Miss Hershman, Miss Hoke and

Miss Elsie Bentz, by Bishop Heil. We regard this an im-

portant step in the Home Missionary work of our Branch.

The Illinois Branch was organized at Freeport, July

9-1 1, 1890, by Mrs. W. H. Fouke, organizer. She was

appointed chairman of the convention, with Mrs. Luella

Rosensteil, of Freeport, as secretary. Delegates from

Chicago, El Paso, Naperville, Forreston, Cedarville, Ster-

ling, South Chicago, Davis, Dixon, Freeport, and Clarno,

Wisconsin, were present. Ten auxiliaries were reported,



ii6 Reminiscences.

with 199 members, having raised $275.98. The first offi-

cers elected were: President, Mrs. W. H. Fouke; vice-

president, Mrs. Iv. B. Tobias; recording secretary, Mrs.

J.' J. Rosensteil; corresponding secretary, Miss Mary
Messner; treasurer, Mrs. Ida Haefele; Superintendent

of INIission Bands, Mrs. Morrison.

In 1891 the convention was held at Shannon, Illinois.

This proved memorable, in that it was recommended that

the Executive Committee be instructed to arrange with

the publishers of the Bee Hive for a Woman's Missionary

Department. This request was granted, and Mrs. Emma
Divan appointed editor. This proved a great help in

our Branch.

The convention of 1892 was held at South Dixon, with

twenty-four delegates present. Among the many ques-

tions that came up was the one, "Shall the Illinois Branch

take up any special work?" The Committee on Ways
and Means recommended,—"That district organizers be

appointed for each presiding elder district, whose duty

it shall be to work up the interest of the W. M. S. within

her district." They also recommended, "That Dixon Chap-

el be our special Branch zvork; and that each auxiliary

shall raise a self-denial fund in December ; also hold a

Harvest Home meeting; the proceeds of each to go to our

special work." (We believe Illinois Branch to be the

first in taking up these special observances.)

The growth of the Branch was very rapid, and we
came to our convention of 1894, ^^ Geneseo, with the re-

port of 33 auxiliaries, with 621 members, having raised

$2,135.89. At this convention the Junior Department of

our work was taken up, and Mrs. L. H. Hintz appointed

the first Branch Superintendent. The successful results

of our efiforts for Dixon Chapel encouraged us to con-

tinue, and Sterling church was taken as our special work.

At the session in Naperville, in 1896, the privilege of

supporting a boy in Mardin, Turkey, was granted to the
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Young People's Missionary Society, and the support of

two girls, to the Mission Band, as their special work.

To Northfield, July 24, 1896, the officers came with ex-

cellent reports. Forty-three societies reported 606 mem-
bers, having raised $3,065.15. Dearborn Street, Chicago

Mission, was taken as our special work. Also the Evan-

gelistic Department ; Mrs. Emma Divan was appointed as

the first Home Missionary Evangelist.

Mrs. L. H. Hintz presented a very beautiful and sug-

gestive banner to the Mission Band having the largest

average attendance during the year.

At Ottawa, in 1897, in compliance with the request

of Mrs. Hintz, Mission Band secretaries for each dis-

trict were appointed, and Western Missions taken up as

special work.

Convention of 1898, at Shannon. Recommendations

of special interest were the establishing of a Reading Cir-

cle in every auxiliary, and the appointment of a committee

to plan and secure the necessary requirements for said

Circle.

In 1899, at Dixon. South Chicago and El Paso were

taken up as our special work.

1901, at Davis. Humboldt Park, Minnesota, was taken

as our special work ; also the circulating library. Mrs.

W. H. Fouke was appointed Branch Historian. The
recommendation was sent to the Woman's Board to have

the name of "Junior Missionary Society" changed to

"Young People's Missionary Society."

1902, at Highland Park. A large increase in member-

ship was reported. Kimball Avenue church was made our

special work.

At Sterling, 1903, the Cradle Roll Department was

taken up, and Mrs. Lizzie Hintz elected superintendent.

1904, at El Paso. The recommendation to the Wo-
man's Board, that they provide for the erection of a
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chapel in memory of Mrs. Krecker, at one of our sta-

tions in China.

At Reddick, 1905. Reports were very encouraging.

Fifty-four societies, with 915 members. A recommenda-

tion made that the officers of the local Woman's Mission-

ary Society, Young People's Missionary Society and Mis-

sion Band form a class, and appoint a leader, to study

our work,—the class to meet once each quarter.

The subject of City Missions was earnestly presented

at our conventions by Mrs. Ida Haefele, who made a

thorough study of the question ; this finally resulted in

the following recommendation : "We believe that the first

step in this direction should be the accumulation of a

fund looking toward the training, or support, of conse-

crated young women, who are willing to devote them-

selves to missionary work in the city. We recommend,

therefore, that our special conference Branch work this

year be to contribute toward this fund, etc."

At Chadwick, 1906. The recommendation made that

"The Training Fund for City Workers" be our special

work. Mrs. Ida Haefele was elected Branch Librarian.

Green and white were adopted as our Branch colors.

1907, at Ashton. The appointment of Miss Iva Guiley

as our field worker gave new inspiration to our work,

and the Training School Fund was again recommended

as our special efifort. District Librarians, under the direc-

tion of the Branch, were appointed. A representative was

appointed to attend the Summer School of Missions, at

Winona Lake, Indiana.

At Freeport, in 1908, our Training School was the

leading thought. The report of the field worker, Miss

Guiley, bringing much encouragement, she was again ap-

pointed as Field Secretary and Training School Superin-

tendent.

We came to our annual session at Geneseo, in 1909,

with excellent reports from all departments. During the
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year the Illinois Branch Bulletin came to take the place

of the annual executive letters. It proved an inspiration

to the auxiliaries, and was requested continued. The re-

port of the first Missionary Oratorical Contest having

been very successful, resulted in the recommendation that

contest work be made a special feature of the Branch, in

charge of the Young People's Missionary Society Super-

intendent.

The Platte River Branch was organized at Beaver

Crossing, Nebraska, in 1890, by Mrs. Shenberger, who

not only was the means of organizing, but worked un-

ceasingly to advance the Branch and promote its inter-

ests, as long as she lived. She was the president for five

years, and Mission Band leader until her death. Others

who helped in the organization are Mrs. Mary Shupp

and Mrs. Mary Shively. Both were earnest workers,

and for many years both held offices in the Branch.

They have now gone to their reward.

Mrs. Bailey, of Glenville, Nebraska, was one of the

charter members and is still interested in our work. Mrs.

Serf was one of the early officers, but has been obliged to

resign all active work on account of ill health. Some of

the first auxiliaries were Blue Springs, Glenville, Daw-
son, Clay Center, and Doniphan. Dawson and Blue

Springs are now among our strongest societies. Our
Branch has labored under so many disadvantges that the

growth has been slow, but we have taken up all we felt

able to carry ; and as we enlist the young, doubtless we
will be able to accomplish more. The demands of the

work, while the country was new, and droughts and

"hard times'' prevailed, have been so many, that the

society thought best to help our own home missionary

field as much as possible. So we have contributed to our

Conference Missionary Society. We have helped Le
Mars College, and to the building of churches the Wo-
man's Missionary Society always gives good subscrip-
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tions. The early conventions were often not very well

attended, owing to the fact that both officers and dele-

gates were obliged to pay their own expenses.

In the spring of 1901 Mrs. Krecker made a tour

through the entire conference. She visited every charge,

and organized a number of auxiliaries. We greatly ap-

preciate the work Sister Krecker did; her sweet, lovely

manner won all hearts. She also attended the annual

convention of the Branch that year and was a great en-

couragement to us there.

Since we have a mission in China, several societies and

individual members have supported a child there. The

Branch has had a Day at camp-meeting nearly every year,

when programs were given, consisting of addresses, reci-

tations, a sermon and special music. This day has inter-

ested people from all over the conference, thereby scat-

tering the information regarding our Woman's Mission-

ary Society work.

We were organized as a Branch at Des Moines, Towa,

in July, 1899, by our sainted Mrs. Elizabeth Krecker.

There were eighteen auxiliaries, to begin with, which

number has increased to twenty-eight. We are "slow but

sure." Difficulties there are to overcome ; our gain is

steady, although the progress has not been as rapid as

desired.

In 1908, urgent letters were sent out, by the Branch

Corresponding Secretary, to the pastors, asking for the

organization of at least one more Woman's Missionary

Society;—this in order to secure hvo delegates to the

Woman's Board. But it seemed it could not be done

at that time.

We hope for, pray for, and expect, greater things in

the Des Moines Branch.

The Pittsburg Conference Branch was organized by

Mrs. Elizabeth Krecker, on the 3rd of August, 1899, at

Fairfield Avenue, Johnstown, Pa.
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We have been doing the regular work that each

Branch is expected to do.

Several years ago. our corresponding secretary, Mrs.

Steelsmith, made a beautiful silk banner and presented

it to the llranch.—to be given each year to the society

that raises the largest amount of dues,—Self-denial and

Thank-Offering.—per member. During 1909 one Ora-

torical Contest was given, under the auspices of the

Young People.

At the Highland Park Camp-meeting of Ohio, in Au-

gust, 1900, Bishop R. Dubs offered a stirring address in

behalf of Foreign Missions, and urged the women to or-

ganize. He asked for volunteers to help start a Branch

Society. There were eight women who expressed their

willingness to assist him. Two of these were Sister H.

A. Hensel and Sister W. E. Bailey, both wives of minis-

ters. The other names have not been recorded. The
Bishop called a meeting and held election of officers, as

follows : President, Mrs. W. W. Sherrick, Lancaster

;

vice-president, Mrs. Seine, Columbus ; recording secre-

tary, Mrs. M. B. Templin ; corresponding secretary, Airs.

W. E. Bailey, Cleveland ; treasurer, Mrs. Shuster.

The credit of finally getting the Ohio Branch ''machin-

ery" into motion belongs to Mrs. S. P. Remer, our worthy

President of the Woman's Missionary Society. She con-

tinued to write to us, urging a beginning. Thereupon a

Branch meeting was planned for September of 1901.

Mrs. Sherrick was elected delegate to the Woman's
Board.

In July, 1902, the next Branch Convention was held.

Our conference is small ; hence there has been hard

"sailing" for our "missionary boat." Our record now is

—thirteen Women's Missionary Societies, three Young
People's Missionary Societies and two Mission Bands.

The Oregon Branch was organized in April of 1901,
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at a meeting of a few ladies during the conference session

in Corvallis, Oregon.

Mrs. Poling was elected President; Mrs. E. Moulden-

haver, vice-president ; Mrs. M. Edson, secretary ; Mrs.

D. i\I. Metzgar, corresponding secretary.

Since that date there have been five missionary pro-

grams given, in connection with the Bible Conferences.

The Branch organization was little more than a name,

until April of 1909, when it was reorganized at St.

John's, Oregon, with Mrs. Myra Miller-Stauffer as pres-

ident. Since her election there has been more accom-

plished than in all the preceding years of the Branch's

existence. And this largely because we have a leader

with the ability and imllingness to work and show the

rest of us honf! We have a number who are willing and

able to do things, but we did so much need a Mrs. Stauf-

fer. We are all new in the work ; now we shall forge

ahead.

There were four auxiliaries in 1901, now we have ten,

three of which were organized in 1909. Portland (First

Church) supports an evangelist in China, ($80) ; Corval-

lis auxiliary supports a native helper ($35).

The offices held in the Oregon Branch Woman's Mis-

sionary Society, in 1910, are: President, Mrs. Myra Mil-

ler-Stauffer ; vice-president, Mrs. Felicia Holt ; corre-

sponding secretary, Mrs. Nellie Winter; recording secre-

tary, Mrs. May Fletcher; treasurer, Mrs. Ada Elliott;

Branch Organizer, Mrs. May Fletcher ; Superintendent

Young People's Missionary Society, Mrs. Bessie Young-

Leitch ; Superintendent of Mission Bands, Mrs. Mary
Miller-Fisher ; Branch Librarian, Mrs. Edna Staver ; Mis-

sion Study Secretary, Mrs. Cecile Bittner; Magazine

secretary, Mrs. Laura Dunkleberger ; Missionary Medal

Oratorical Contest Superintendent, Miss Nellie Casebere.

The Northwestern Conference Branch of the Woman's
Missionary Society was organized in connection with a
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camp-meeting at our Stanton appointment, June 21, 1901,

Mrs. Wm. Jonas acting as chairman. Previously, how-

ever, a number of local auxiliaries had been organized

through the efforts of our dear Mrs. Krecker.

For certain reasons it has been difficult to keep up a

really live Branch organization, but we have a number

of enthusiastic workers in our Branch, and are certain

that the cause of missions zuill be advanced. One disad-

vantage in this Branch work is the great distance our

fields are apart. This renders impossible a large repre-

sentation at the Branch Conventions. These conventions

are seasons of real inspiration and we regret that more

cannot attend.

Much of the work is done by correspondence. In many
secluded spots, scattered throughout our Branch, are

faithful workers whose names may not be known ; but

God knows their earnest eft'orts and will reward them.

We have had the privilege of coming in personal touch

with a number of our foreign missionaries, several of

whom were connected with Western Union College ; and

another one of our Northwestern Conference girls has

been appointed to the foreign field.

But we realize that unless Home work prospers it will

be difficult to do much for the Foreign Work. Many of

our auxiliaries are on mission fields. We must truly be

missionaries in the Northwestern Conference Branch, or

we may as well write "failure."

The members of our Woman's Missionary Society are

endeavoring to work devotedly and intelligently. The
officers keep in touch with each other by means of a circle

letter, known as the "Budget."- The object of this is to

learn the needs of every department of the Branch work,

and try to formulate plans for improvement, to be dis-

cussed at the Branch Convention.

There were reported about twenty auxiliaries, but upon
sending out report blanks, a number of these proved to be
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Aid Societies. We believe that with the cooperation of

our presiding elders and pastors and consecrated efforts

of our church members, we will prosper, even though

scattered throughout Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, North

Dakota and South Dakota.

The Kansas Branch was organized at Hillside school-

house. Republican Mission, Kansas, ]\Iay 22, 1902, by

Mrs. H. L. Price, with fifteen members present. Officers

elected : President, Mrs. J. F. Keyser ; vice-president,

Mrs. J. W. Shank ; corresponding secretary. Miss Clara

Reed ; recording secretary, Mrs. B. Hillier ; treasurer,

Mrs. R. Buckner.

The second convention was held at Ebenezer church,

Clay Circuit, Kansas, July 23, 1903. At this time Mrs.

J. W. Shank was elected president, and this department

officer added : Mrs. J. W. Drehmer. Superintendent of

Mission Bands. Mrs. J. W. Drehmer was elected pres-

ident in 1904, and served until 1909, when Mrs. B. F.

Ludy took the office.

Conventions have been held annually with the excep-

tion of the year 1905.

Of the auxiliaries, Ebenezer, on Clay Circuit, is the

oldest in Kansas, having been organized in March, 1891.

The charge was a part of the Platte River Conference

until the Kansas Conference was formed, and the society

reported to Platte River Branch. They have maintained

an active organization ever since, except during a short

period in 1904.

The Granite auxiliary was the first one in Oklahoma,

organized in December, 1901, by Mrs. J. W. Drehmer,

who also organized the first Mission Band.



A Prospective

Dreams and visions have played a great part in the

hves of our forefathers and, though some may say the

time of prophetic visions has passed, they still exert a

powerful influence over individual minds. Bend your

ear to the message in this chapter, and let your mind be

borne away into the land of the future. The preceding

chapters record a remarkable story of missionary activity

and development, while our Woman's Missionary Society

has stood for twenty-five years as a champion for prayer

and missions linked with faith and works. In this, the

prospective chapter, we are supposed to "see visions and

dream dreams," of what we may record as our future

achievements as a Society. In view of the past, we are

confident this work will be continued ; for, under God's

guidance, a great religious current flows through the

minds and hearts of the mothers of to-day which will be

imparted to their children along with their home-training,

education and culture : the lives of these women are full

of power and beauty and they have left their impress on

this missionary work in our Home and Foreign Field ;

—

therefore, it will live and grow. "A quarter of a century

ago," says Dr. A. Stapleton, our church Historian, "your

work, figuratively speaking, was iron in the rough ; the

years rolled on, and the Divine Hand, through the women,

forged the baser metal into the beautiful silver of to-day,

which will, in twenty-five years more, be transformed

into the shining gold of the Missionary Jubilee of 1934."

In looking forward we rejoice in the delights of bounding

hope with increased faith in God.

If, like the astrologer, we consult the stars, we find shin-

ing brightly in our own United Evangelical firmament,

the star of Mrs. Elizabeth Krecker and others who were

idealists, with a genius for inspiring hope, and their lives

125



126 Rciiiiiiiscciiccs.

are radiant with noble missionary deeds. Their biogra-

phies will be an incentive to the 300,000 professed Chris-

tians of our "Golden Jubilee Year," when the missionary-

spirit will be uppermost in the heart of the believer, and

sympathetic interest with mutual helpfulness will be

found uniting our dear Home-land with Foreign-lands.

An all-conquering spirit is now pervading the church,

because of the fulfilment of the prophecy and the real-

ization of the hope expressed in the motto of the Wo-
man's Missionary Society in its beginning,

—

"A Woman's
Missionary Society in every congregation and every zvo-

iiiaii a member," and every pastor in hearty sympathy and

cooperation with our aims and efforts. The church has

advanced in every respect, and progress marks each year,

—for every family of the church is a home-missionary

society, where the children grow up in a missionary at-

mosphere and where laborers for the whitened harvest

fields are trained. The Branch Conventions, Board Meet-

ings and Young People's Summer Conferences form the

Horoscope, from which we notice tremendous energy and

some of the momentum of Christendom filling the church,

thereby causing a strong missionary sentiment to prevail

among students and college graduates, who answer to the

call of the church for missionary volunteers

—

"Here am
I, send me,"—and the supply exceeds the demand. Our
Western Missions soon become self-sustaining on account

of the aggressive evangelistic work so successfully car-

ried on, and cowboys, mountaineers, Indians, and foreign-

ers are among the happy converts.

One notable feature of our work on the Pacific Coast

is the vision of native Chinese missionaries from the

Hunan, China, Conference engaged in Christian mission-

ary work among Chinese,—and we justly claim these rep-

resentatives, because the General Conference Records in

1906 say, "It was through the agency and efforts of the

W^oman's Missionary Society that the inauguration of
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the China Mission became possible and actual." Another

gHmpse into the future reveals our Society busy in home

congregations with a distinct and definite field,—the Dea-

coness work. Each conference Branch claims this herit-

age of service; and a new vision of the love of God and

our great unfinished work appeals to many of our conse-

crated young maidens who gladly carry a message of good

cheer, supplying material needs as well as the news of«

salvation for the soul. In our dreams we also see Mission

Study classes conducted in each congregation awakening

great interest in the religious enterprises of the world.

This increasing enlistment of the young people and the

power of their influence made a new monthly missionary

magazine necessary for them. Our crown of literature

was not complete, until we placed our Missionary Tidings

as the central signet stone, with our sparkling Missionary

Gem on one side and the Young People's Missionary

Jczvel, of rare beauty, on the other side. Our Golden

Jubilee finds our Society extending its arms in four other

countries besides China. At the silver anniversary our

prayers and gifts sustained one missionary in the Soudan

of Darkest Africa, in addition to sixteen representatives

in China. In Micronesia, a devoted Evangelical minister

and wife, under foreign auspices, as also another one of

our number in South America, claim that their missionary

spirits were developed in our societies ; these, therefore,

were the nucleus from whence sprang our successful

work in these countries. Our fondest hopes are realized,

and our longing eyes look forward to the helping hands

we are stretching out, not only to our representative mis-

sionaries in China, Africa, South America and Microne-

sia, but to India also, where work for child-widows and

unhappy women of the zenanas of that Dark Land is

being done by some of our own number. Come with me
to the Annual Meeting of the Woman's Board, October,

1934. This is the fiftieth Anniversary and" "Golden Jub-
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ilee," and the most unique in our history ; it is held in

Changsha, Hunan, China, in the beautiful Dubs Memorial

Church, during dedication week. This church represents

Christian love and sympathy, for every dollar provided

by the church in America, the native Chinese members

provided a dollar also : it is eminently fitting that the Wo-
man's Board should participate in the Dedicatory Serv-

ices with the Chinese, for it is a practical demonstration

of their work.

The church has a seating capacity of one thousand

and is comfortably equipped to entertain a convention.

Our Denomination being now represented in five Foreign

Fields, it will be apparent that the growth of liberality in

the church has been wonderful, keeping pace with the

marvelous increase in the work abroad, which demanded

greater efforts in the home churches. We congratulate

the Society on having girdled the earth with its mis-

sionary activities. This Jubilee delegation consists of

representatives from America, China, Africa, South

America. India and the Islands of the Sea. Modern in-

vention made it possible for all our Conference Branches

to be well represented.—for not only automobiles across

continents and steamships across seas carried missionary

delegations.—through the generosity of William T. Gruh-

ler, his inflated air-ship, the "Evangelical." transported

many of the delegates from the United States. Navigat-

ing the air was unanimously voted a great improvement

on methods of transportation, by this happy delegation of

officers and friends. Listening to the roll-call during the

convention many names are familiar, being always asso-

ciated with the work ; and though most of the members

are young people, yet there are some who seem to have

found the fountain of perpetual youth, for they are still

bubbling over with holy missionary enthusiasm as they

were when we celebrated our Silver Anniversary. Then

there are others who represent a long life of service and
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have developed great personalities by varied experiences

and by great books they have studied. Their power at a

throne of grace thrills the convention, and, while slipping

out of active service, they have become a part of the bless-

ed company of interceding prayer-winners on earth. The

treasurer announces the fact that an Endowment Fund is

established for the annual support of twenty-five mission-

aries in Foreign Fields ; also, that the Golden Jubilee Fund

amounts to twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000).

The Bureau of Literature not only occupies its own
building at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, but has establish-

ed branch houses in Chicago, 111., and Changsha, China.

A monthly denominational missionary paper. The Over-

land, is printed in Chinese, and its aim is to present the

Gospel, the Sunday-School Lesson, Christian Endeavor

Topics, and Missionary Programs. The hospital and

medical work in China is now self-supporting and hun-

dreds of patients are treated daily. Schools are estab-

lished in Changsha, Liling, Siangtan, Hsien and Chucheo,

for the training and educating of the boys and girls.

Acres of agricultural land in Northern Nigeria, British

West Africa, were purchased and presented to the Board

to be used as an Orphanage and Hospital with an en-

dowment for their erection and support. All these for-

ward movements in the cause of Christ created enthusi-

astic appreciation from delegates and friends in response

to the reports. The testimony and closing meeting was
crowned with the "Hallelujah Chorus" of praises to God
for the Golden Jubilee, with its world-wide opportunities

for evangelistic work in soul-winning among the White,

Black, Yellow, Red and Brown races. While we joined

hands and hearts in our Farewell-circle and prayerfully

consecrated our lives with greater zeal to represent Christ

in the world, we peered with keener gaze through the

gloaming, and it revealed the "Diamond Jubilee," em-
bracing the final victory and ultimate triumph of the

cross with the coming of the King in his beauty.
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