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EEMINISCENCES OF OLD DUNSTABLE.

Having- made somewhat extensive researches into the family
' history and genealogy of the families of Farwell's, Fletcher's and
C Bancroft's, who were among the early residents in Old Dunstable,

S V and who resided principally in what is now Tyngsborough and

'^x\ Dunstable, Mass., I have thought it proper to put on record in

these sheets, so much of the family history and genealogy of those

families residing in those towns, as will be of interest to the

present and future generations of those races. I have also thought

it might be of interest to add some reminiscences of persons, pla-

ces and events, relating to individuals of those families, and to lo-

calitie^ of those places of which I possess some knowledge, by
I • means of research in ancient records, books and in personal comniu-

>*^, nications made to me more than fifty years ago, which I deem in-

teresting and reliable, and which unless preserved in this manner
will be likely to pass into that oblivion in which all tradition de-

pending on personal memory alone, perishes when death seals up

the voice on which it depends.

Mr. Fox's History of Old Dunstable is invaluable, and if lost

could never be replaced. It is not free from errors and omissions,

many, perhaps most of which would have been remedied or re-

moved if the work could have had the benefit of his final revision.

Mr. Worcester's Bi-Centennial Address is an example of diligent

research, resulting in complete success. It gives in full detail the

original limits and organization of the township, and its division

and distribution into fourteen distinct towns and parts of towns, as

now constituted; and ot the municipal and political incidents for a

long period of time in each of these towns. The History of Hollis,

his native town, in the preparation of which it is understood he is
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now engaged, and for whicli he has abundant and rich material, is

now looked for with much interest. The people of Tyngsbo-

rough and Dunstable, Mass., are deeply indebted to the Rev. Mr,

Nason, for the History of Dunstable, Mass., now recently publish-

ed by him. It will be resorted to with eagerness, in many years

long hereafter to come, by those who desire to trace back

their relationship to families that in the last two hundred

years have resided in those towns. The History of the

Church of Christ in Dunstable, now the First Congregational

Church in Nashua, by the Rev. Mr. Alvord, is the fruit of much
research, and is a very valuable contribution to the history of the

place, and of the church of Old Dunstable and ot the Congregation-

al churches of the vicinity. The Bi-Centennial address of Professor

Churchill, on the Ecclesiastical History of Nashua, is perfect, com-

plete, exhaustive, leaving nothing to be added. It should be pre-

served in a permanent form, and not be left to the forgetfulness

and oblivion of the columns of a newspaper.

It is not my purpose to trench upon, or go over the ground oc-

cupied by either of these gentlemen. Mine is a more humble

task, treating of individuals rather than of communities.

Dunstable was granted in 1673. At that date on a line west from

Dunstable there were no inhabitants between that town and the

settlements in New York in the vicinity of Albany ; none north

short of the French settlements on the St. Lawrence, and on the

east none short of Exeter; all the territory so described was an un-

broken wilderness, inhabited and occupied by savages, against

whose attacks there could be no warning, guard or protection, and

from which the settlement suffered severely for many years.

It was the fifth town granted and settled in New Hampshire,

being preceded only by Portsmouth and Dover in 1623, and Ex-

eter and Hampton in 1638. These towns were under the jurisdic-

tion of New Hampshire. Dunstable was granted by Massachu-

setts, and was a part of the county of Middlesex. Massachusetts

claimed all the territory included by lines drawn east of Merri-

mac river, three miles distant therefrom, from its mouth to a point

three miles north of its northernmost source, thence due west to

the line of New York. To ascertain and mark the point from which

this due west line was to be drawn, a commission was appointed
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May 17, 1652, consisting of Capt. Edward Johnson and Capt. Si-

mon Willavd. They took with them John Sherman, Sergeant of

Watertown, and Jonathan Ince, student at Harvard College, to

do the scientific work, and a body of Indian guides, and proceeded

up the Merrimac river, to the lake by them in their report called

Winnapusseakit, to find the northernmost source of the river.

This they found and marked for it,upon a rock in the lake, the let-

ters, E. I. for Edward Johnson and S. W. for Simon Willard, W.,

JOHN ENDICOT, GOV., for worshipful John Endicot Gover-

nor, and reported that "the latitude of the place was 44 degrees

and forty minutes and twelve seconds, besides those minutes

which are to be allowed for the three miles more North which run

into the Lake."

This inscription, long "lost to sight," was discovered about the

year 1830, and is described in a letter to John Farmer from Phil-

ip Carrigan, many years Secretary of State ot New Hampshire,

and author of the -earliest accurate map of the State. See N. H.

Historical col. vol. 4, p. 194.

Massachusetts thus claiming the territory, made the grant ot this

township. The claim was not acquiesced in by the government

and proprietors of New Hampshire. They insisted that the ju-

risdiction and title to a large portion of this territory was with

them. The controversy for a period commencing long before

1652, and continuing long after that date, retarded the settlement

of all the country west of Merrimac river, and left Dunstable for

a long period the only settlement in what is now New Hamp-
shire, except some towns in Rockingham county, and thus exposed

without protection of neighboring settlements to Indian incur-

sions by which it was for a long period harrassed. This contro-

versy was finally settled in favor of the claim of New Hampshire,

and in 1741 the line was run between the States and established

where it now is. The establishing of this line was highly beneficial

to the State and country at large, and was at once followed by the

granting of townships and settlement of lands in the vicinity, but

it was most disastrous to the town of Dunstable. It left a large

proportion of its inhabitants and wealth in Massachusetts, but the

meeting house, the graveyard, and minister in New-Hampshire.

It caused confusion in the affairs of the town and church, result-
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ing in the dismissal of the minister, the division of the church,

?nd it WHS many years before peace and order and good will was

restoi'ed to these severed communities. This line so run, passed

through the Bancroft farm, then owned by Lt. Timothy Bancroft,

leaving a part of his farm in New Hampshire, but dwelling house

and most of the farm in Massachusetts.

I trust no apology will be needed for the frequent mention

made by me of the name of Col. Bancroft. My mother was his

daughter. She died at the early age of 27 years, leaving my twin

brother and me her only children, but seven months old. He al-

ways took interest in our welfare. I spent much time in my early

days in his family. Most of the years 1824, 5, 6 and 7 I passed at

the Law School at Cambridge and in the office of Benjamin M.

Farley, in Hollis, in the study of law, and in Dunstable,

now Nashua, in the practice of my profession. During these

years I spent much time with Col. Bancroft, which was large-

ly devoted to conversation about the old times of Old Dunsta-

ble, and to details of his services and experiences in the Indian and

French and Revolutionary wars. Of these conversations I took

careful minutes at the time, and at once entered the substance of

them in a b 3ok which is now before me. When residing in Dunsta-

ble I obtained from Moody D. Lovewell, in whose keeping it

was, the loan of the original book of records of the township. Of
this book, which was then in a very dilapidated state, but having

apparently all the original leaves, and also of some loose sheets tied

up with it, I made a careful copy, word for Avord, leaving blank

spaces where the leaves were broken or worn out by use, from the

first entries in 1673 to the year 1700, and from that date of every

thing that I thought might be of use or interest up to the last

date in the year 1738. These copies, thus made by me, are the

authority for much which I state in my narrative, I had at the

same time the plan made by Col, Blanchard of the location of

lots in the township, loaned to me by Frederick F. French, Esq.

Also the first book of the records ofDunstable, commencing about

the year 1744, which I am informed is not now in the clerk's office

and can not be found. This I had from Daniel Abbott, Esq., the

town clerk. These books and the plan I returned to the persons

from whom I had them. Col, Bancroft also, at the times stated.
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communicated to me a great many facts and incidents relating to

persons and events in the early times ot Old Dunstable, of which

I took notes and made record in the manner above stated.

RIGHTS GRANTED BY, AND TITLES DERIVED FROM THE CHARTER OF

OLD DUNSTABLE.

The grant to the Petitioners, of which a copy will be found in

Fox, page 14, conveyed to them the absolute fee simple of this

very large tract of land, worth now with its buildings and improve-

ments millions ot dollars, on the sole conditions that "a farm of

five hundred acres of upland and meadow be layed out of this

tract for the country's use, and that they proceed in settling

the Plantation so as to finish it (out) within three years, and pro-

vide and maintayn an able and orthodox minister amongst them."

These proprietors were a sort of organized body which had au-

thority to make grants of this land, which they were by law or

custom bound to do, to such persons as they received as inhabitants.

These grants were a ten acre lot for a hause lot, and a thirty acre

a twenty acre or a ten acre right, according" to the ability of the

settler in worldly means. These grants were made to settlers by a

vote of the proprietors, and a committee called "lot laiers" was

appointed, sulject to changes and additions, to lay out the lots

from time to time voted to new comers. These "lots" were so

construed that a "thirty acre right" would entitle the settler to

about 500 acres. One would search in vain in the public records

ot Massachusetts or New Hampshire for these original grants.

They were conveyed by no deed, but were recorded in a book kept

for that purpose by the proprietors. This book, when I resided

at Nashua, was in the keeping of Moody D. Lovewell, Esq., who
kindly gave me the loan of it, and to whom I returned it. It

may be now, and certainly ought to be, found in the city clerk.s

office, but on a search some years ago I did not find it there.

As a sample of the "laying out" take the following :

Laid out to Mr. Thomas Weld his heirs and assins forever, his

30 acre lot purchased of the town of Dunstable, with seventy acres

of his 2nd division more or less, thereunto adjoining, in manner
and form following, viz : upon the county highway from Chelms-

ford, east by two stakes angularly upon the home lot of Samuel
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Warner, Sen., south by a pine tree mai-ked on the west side of

Philips hill, and by the second division of Samuel Warner, south-

west and west by marked trees until it touches upon a whit oake,

commonly called wood chuck tree and from thence by marked

trees to a small white oake on the north side of Spectacle hill, with

a heep of stones about it, and from thence by Samuel Warnei^'s

eighty poles or thereabouts to a pine tree marked TW & SW
bounded also on the home lot of Mr. John Hayward, northerly fif-

ty and six poles, by too stakes aforesaid and a pine tree on the

south of witch Spring, and partly on the ministrys home lot,

through the midst of a small swamp, and close by the south side of

Sponge Medo directly to the line of Mister Savage's land, formerly,

now the land of mrs. mary tinge, and so running along till it comes

to an heap of stones, which is a corner of the first settled ministers

wood lot, the whole extending a full mile in length and from that

heep of stones to a small ashe tree in a swamp southerly twenty

and four poles, and from thence by the line of the ministers wood-

lot seventy poles to a double pine tree marked TW&M and
thence I'unning eastward twenty and two poles to the aforesaid

pine tree marked TW & SW the wdiole tract lying in the

form following. east —J
laid out by Robert Parris

&
John Cumings

Dunstable, April 11, 1684 The lot above described was allowed

to be i-ecorded to the Reverant Mr Thomas Weld by us

Peter Bulkly

Jonathan Tynge
John Cunimings

Another name illegible.

This may have been a lucid description at that time, but it

would be a difficult problem now either to put it upon paper or lo-

cate it on the land. In answer to enquiry, Col. B. stated, "Spec-

tacle Hill is on this farm which is the south bound of Mr. Weld's

farm." It is probable that the land located as above was adjoining

the ministerial lot in which Mr. Weld lived, and that the M. in the

corner marked T.W. and M.was a corner of the ministerial lot. He
added "the first meeting house was on the land where Joseph
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Flether's barn now stands. The second was on Cumniings Pol-

lard's farm, about twenty rods from the great road, on the north

side of the road leading out of the river road, about two rods west

of the great rock. There was a large common around it." Tlie

principal settlement when the State line was run was in this part

of the town. Here was the minister's house, the meeting,house, the

grave yard, the residence of the Tyngs, Blanchards, Frenches and

Farwells. The dwelling house ot the Rev. Mr. Prentiss was lately

and I presume is now standing. It was a narrow two story house

on the west side of the road, about half a mile from the line of tlie

State, and when I last knew of it was occupied by Mr. Sherburne.

He added "John Cummings (whose wife was killed in the Indian

attack on Weld's garrison, see Fox, page 81,) lived on the flirm

where Dr. Cutler lives. Cumming's arm was broken. He lay in

the swamp west of my house over night, and the next day made his

escape to the garrison near Tyngsborough village. These facts as to

this Indian attack, (detailed tally in Fox,) I had from Dea. Col-

burn who was then in active life and knew all the circumstances."

In answer to my enquiries about the "farms and farmers" he

stated : "Tyng's farm bounded on Chelmsford line and extended to

Westtord and north to the brook at Tynsborough meeting house.

The next was Waldo's which extended fromTyng's to the mouth of

Howard's brook. Wheeler's from Waldo's to the ferry by

Pollard's. Turner's farm was Tyng's woods. The artillery farm

was north of Nashua river. Breuton's farm was east of the M.
river."

Again he says, "I have always understood Mr. Weld was buried

under the great stone and Mr. Prentiss by him."

"The State line occasioned the difficulty which led to the dis-

mission of Mr. Swan. Mr. Swan's wife was a Blanchard. Mr.

Prentiss was esteemed a scholar and a man of talent. His wdfe

was a sister of Judge Tyng "

"The meeting house in which Mr. Bird preached was changed

to a dwelling house and as such is now occupied by Hon. Jesse

Bowers."

Any one not accustomed to read or copy these ancient records

would be liable to make mistakes and sometimes ludicrous

ones entirely, mistaking and jjerverting the sense and mean-
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iug of the original. Of this I find some instances in what purports

to be copies in Mr. Alvord's History. Page 6, second line from

the top, reads "laid out for the county's use." It should be coun-

try's use, that is for the future disposition of the General Court.

Such reservations were common in grants made by the General

Court, but none will ever be found "for the county's use."

Page seven reads "that Mr. Weld be suited to continuance."

The original is invited.

To illustrate the remarkable variations on the 8th page I place

the original record and Mr. Alvord's copy in parallel columns. I

add that a thirty acre lot is 30 acres of land and no more, a 30

acre right is 30 acres of land, and a right to a share in the whole

128,000 acres granted by the charter.

MR. ALVOKD S COPY.

Oct. 9, 1682.

Voted that Mr. Weld shall

have a twenty acre lot, paying
charges as others were paid and
paying for his labor his charges as

others are. Voted that there be

another divison ofland to make
up every man a thirty acre lot,

according to which consideration

every thirty acre man and those

paying according to their pro-

portions do oblige themselves to

pay twenty shillings in money
towards the building of a meet-

ing house, said house to be built

within one year after the date

hereof, according to the dimen-
sions of the meeting house in

Groton, and also that a person be
appointed to demand and collect

of such persons as have lands

Avithin the bounds of the town,

what they will voluntarily give

towards this work, the money to

be paid in part when the work is

half done, and the remainder
when the whole work or building

is completely finished.

ORIGINAL KBCORD.
Oct. 9, 1682.

Voted that Mr. Weld shall

have a twenty acre lot, paying
charges as others have paid, and
paying for the future as others

do. Voted that theie be anoth-
er division of land to maKe up
every thirty acre lot 500 acres,

and so less lots according, upon
which consideration every thir-

ty acre man and those less

according to proportion doe
oblige themselves, to paie twen-
ty in money towards the
building of a meeting house
to be built within a year after the

date hereofj according to the di-

mentions of the meeting house
in Groaton; and also that a per-

son be apointed to demand and
collect ot such persons as have
farmes within the bounds of the

town, Avhat they will voluntarily

give towards this work, the

money to be paid one half when
the work is half done, and the

remainder when the whole work
or building is completely fin-

ished.
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There is manifestly a great difference in the import ofthese two

statements ot the doings of the town at this meeting. There was no

such thing jiossible under the charter as "division to make xxp every

man a thirty acre Zo^." The titles under the charter and by-laws

of the town were a thirty, a twenty and a ten acre right, according

to the wealth and means of the party received as an inhabitant, and

also to a like proportional right to all the ungranted parts of the

128,000 acres included in the township. The proprietor of the

thirty acre right could claim no more of the common land until the

proprietors voted to make a division. That they did at this meet-

ing, by voting for another division, "to make up every thirty acre lot

600 acres," &c., a very different thing from voting to make up every

man a thirty acre lot. The proprietors could continue to vote

a second and third division, &c, until all the common land should

be divided.

In those days the farms of settled ministers were not taxed in

these towns. Mr. Weld was not settled, that is ordained, until

1685. The grant to him of a twenty acre right in 1682 was not

made to him as a minister, but as an inhabitant of the town,

and the condition of the grant was that he should "jiay as others

have paid, and pay for the future as others do," showing that

though owned by a minister it was not to be exeni])! from charges.

What can be the meaning of the terms "paying for his labor his

charges as others are" I have not been able to discover. Mr. Al-

vord's copy leaves out entirely the "division of 500 acres," which

was the most important point of the doings of the meeting.

—

Equally unfortunate is the change of the word farmes to lands.

The owners of the farmes here spoken of lived some in Boston,

Cambridge, Woburn, Beverly, Marblehead, Salem and perhaps,

other places. These farms were not thirty acre rights, and of

course were not included in the assessment of twenty shillings.

They were granted by the General Court to individuals before the

grant of the town. This assessment was to be collected by the

town collector. He had no assessment against these farms, and

it was perfectly proper that a person (not the collector,) should be

appointed to "demand and collect of such persons as have farms

within the bounds of the town, what they will voluntarily give
;"

nor would it be congruous after voting an assessment on every
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thirty acre lob and right, to appoint a person "to deniaud and col-

lect of such persons as have lands within the bounds of the

town," (which of course embraces all who own lands by whatever

title) "what they will voluntarily give." Again the change of

the record from "the money to be paid half" when half the work

is done," to "part when half the work is done," is no improvement.

The record of the Selectmen's meeting, 17th of October, 1687,

is equally unfortunate. I present the copy and original in par-

allel.

At a Selectmens meeting Oct. At a Selectmens meeting Oct*

10, 1687, it was ordered that 10,- 1687. It was ordered that

every thirty acre ^o? shall bring every 30 acre right shall bring

in to Mr. Welds, a cord of wood in to Mr. Weld a cord of wood
and so soon as able every lot by and so proportionable every lot,

the 20th of November against by the 20th of Nov. iqyo7i the

the forfeiture of ten shillings for forfeiture of 10 shillings,for want
want of every cord thatdoes not of every cord that does not come
come in according to that time, in according to the time. By
By order of the Selectmen. order of the Selectmen.

John Cummings, Clerk. .John Cummings, Clerk.

I copy a document entered upon the records without date, but

undoubtedly before the settlement of Mr. Weld, which shows what

was the agreement and understanding of the non-resident propri-

etors, and of the inhabitants, as follows :

" We whose names are hereunto written. Proprietors of lands

within the township of Dunstable, in New England, being desir-

ous of the increase and flourishing of said plantation ; one chief

means whereof, under God, is the settling of a pious and able min-

ister there ; the present number of inhabitants being so small as

that they are unable to bear tlie charge of a comfortable mainten-

ance for any such. For encouragement therefore to so good a

work, we do therefore freely promise and engage, each one for

ourselves, yearly to contribute and pay upon demand, unto tlie Se-

lectmen of said town, or th-eir order, for the use of the minister in

said town, in money the sumrae of fifteen shillings per annum
for a thirty acre right of land there, and in like proportion for a

greater or lesser quantity ofland, that each of us have there, from

the first day ofMay instant, until such time as we come to settle

and improve our lands, and then to pay in proportion with other

inhabitants.
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By a thirty acre right, we mean thirty acres in the homestead

or town lot, with all other divisions of land, that ai-e already laid

out, with all the privileges and appurtenances belonging to said

thirty acres, which are at present five hundred acres, here called a

thirty acre right, always provided that the subscribers and their

successors, be wholly freed from all other town rates and charges,

until they settle on said lands, and become inhabitants there, also,

that when there come to be more proprietors, and that the above

rate of fifteen shillings, with what the inhabitants are to pay,

amounts to more than fifty pounds per annum, then every man
to be abated in proportion

,

In witness, whereof, we have subscribed our names the day

aboved mentioned who are non-residents.

Jno. Harwood, 1 whole lot Peter Bulkeley,

Thaddeus Mackerty, 1 lot, Elisha Hutchinson 30 s.

Jno. Jacob, 1 lot, 15 s., Sampson Sheafe 1 lot,

For my 1-5 of Capt. Scarlet's lot, 3 s., Jonathan Tyng, 45 s.,

George March, for Turner's 1-2 lot, Ts. 6 d., Jno Hubbard 15 s.,

John Hayward, 30 acre lot, John Conrey,

Thomas Clarke, do. John Viale,

This document, drawn up with accuracy and skill and schol-

arship far beyond that exhibited by any town clerk ot old Dun-

stable, shows what was a thirty acre right and also that, the non-

resident proprietors were not liable to be taxed for building a

meeting house, and the propriety of the vote that "a person be

appointed to demand and collect of such persons as have

farms within the borders of the town, what they will voluntarily

give toward the work," that is, the building of the meeting house.

John Curamings the town clerk was directed to make a transcript

of this agreement into the town books, and his charge for the

same was allowed and paid. I think the copy is in the handwriting

of Mr, Weld."

CAPT. WILLIAM TYNG's "SNOW-SHOe" EXPEDITION, AND SOME
NOTICES OF THE TYNG FAMILY.

Col. Bancroft's narrative of Capt. William Tyng's expedition

in command of the "snow-shoe" men in the winter of 1703, against

Old Harry, is as follows :

"William Tyng was Captain of a company that marched to Con-

necticut river to protect the Deerfield and Hatfield people. He
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was also sent out with a detachment to kill Old Harry. His or-

ders, which I have seen, were from the Governor "to destroy him
root and branch," which he did. Old Harry was a traitor. He
pretended friendship, and was received with confidence by the

settlers, but it was found that he led and directed attacks of the

Indians He led attacks on Dunstable. Tyng executed his or-

ders effectually. He found Old Harry's camp. He was out hunt -

ing. Tyng got wdiat information he could from his squaw. He
waited till he came home and killed him. Old Harry lived up the

river towards Winnipiseogee Lake."

"To reward this act the General Court of Massachusetts, granted

to the company, the town of Manchester. The Province line was

run betore they had full possession of the grant. The Deny folks

attacked Chamberlain and Butterfield, two of the settlers, and drove

them off with violence. There was a great enmity between our

folks and the Irish froniDerry. Some of our folks from this town

went there to drive them away. One of them went to the Rev.

Mr. McGregore and provoked him so much that he gave him a

severe whipping. The next Sunday evening, he confessed to his

church his fault, in giving away to anger, and was unanimousl)/

forgiven.'"

"After the Revolution the heirs of the members of this company,

applied to the Legislature of Massachusetts for a compensation

lor the loss of the Manchester grant, and a township was grant-

ed to them in Maine, to be located anywhere east of Saco river,

adjoining lands already granted. Dea. Aaron Chamberlain, of

Chelmsford and I were appointed to locate the grant, which we
did. My claim to this is derived from Henry Farwell, my grand-

father, who was one of the company, whether an officer I do not

know. I think Tyng's lieutenant was Samuel Gould, the father

ofMark Gould. The township selected by us Avas Wilton, Me.

A list of the names of the company that killed Old Harry may be

found with the town clerk, of Wilton, Me., or with Col. Silas

Gould, the Proprietor's clei'k, in Wilton."

This township of Wilton was divided into lots of 160 acres,

apportioned among the proprietors according to their several in-

terests. Of the lots belonging to Col. Bancroft he assigned two

to each of his daughters, six in number. The lots assigned to



KEillMSCENCES OF OLD DUNSTABLE. 15

my mother, who died leaving me and my twin brother infants,

about seven months old, remained in his hands unsold till we in

1817 entered Harvard College. Thtiy were then sold by him and

the proceeds applied towards payment of our expenses in college.

And now I find a question made, whether this expedition was

not commanded by Capt. John Tyng and not William Tyng, as

stated by Col. Bancroft, and am referred to Fox, page 77, as prov-

ing that it was Capt. John Tyng. In Potter's Manchester, page

201, 203, the story is told of the grant of Manchester, to the

heirs of the snow shoe men, under Capt. William Tyng, and pub-

lic documents are cited and copied in which his name is frequently

find constantly used. On examination I am satisfied that there is

no ground for controversy, that Col. Bancroft is right, and Mr.

Fox is right. The exj^edition commanded by Capt. John Tyng,

was to Pequacket, and is not stated to have been on "snow shoes."

That of Capt. William Tyng was towards and near to Winuij>is-

seogee Lake, and was the '[first snow shoe expeditioyi^^ and this

most important matter is wholly omitted by Mr. Fox, The gov-

ernment furnished snow shoes to etiable soldiers to march in the

winter into the camps and villages of the Indians It is well known
that a man will, in winter, travel very much farther in a day on

snow shoes than without them, and the Indians finding that the

deep snows of winter were no protection from hostile attacks, soon

after this expedition withdrew to a greater distance from the set-

tlements. The whole story of the grant of Manchester, to the

heirs of Capt. Wm. Tyng's company of " snow shoe men ;" of the

quarrels between Harry's town and Derry, and our folks and the

Irish, is left out of Fox. Potter, page 205, date 18 June 1736. "In

the House of Representatives, ordered that the new township late-

ly granted to the officers and soldiers of the company under the

command of Maj. Wm. Tyng, deceased, lying on the east side of

Merrimack river, commonly called Old Harry's town, be and here-

by is declared, and determined to belong to and henceforward to

be accounted a part of Middlesex. This township thus granted

was called Tyngstown, in honor of Maj. Wm. Tyng, of Dunstable,

who led the expedition in 1703, on snow shoes as far as Winnepis-

siokee Lake and killed six of the enemy." The act of the Legis-

lature states Wm. Tyng's expedition to have in 1703, and the
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number of the enemy killed to be six, the place near the Winnepis-

siokee Lake. That of Capt. John Tyng, Fox states to have been in

1703-4, that is 1704, and the place Pequackett, and the number
killed, five, so here is adiiFerence in the year, in the names of Cap-

tains and of places, and of the numbers killed.

The truth is there were two winter expeditions from Dunstable?

one under Capt. William Tyng, the other under Capt. John Tyng
;

one in 1703, the other in 1704, one to Winnepissiogee Lake, the

other to Pequackett ; one killed six of the Indian enemy, the other

five; one was the '-first snoM^-shoe expedition," the other probably

on snow shoes but second or subsequent; one inserted in Fox's

Dunstable, the other omited. The whole story is told in the nar-

rative of Col. Bancroft and in Potter's Manchester.

But this is not the only controversy that has arisen in regard to

these brothers, John Tyng and William Tyng. The Brinley pa-

pers say that William Tyng was wounded by the Indians between

Lancaster and Concord, and carried to Concord and died, and was

buried there. The same papers state that his wife died in 1708,

and was buried in Chelmsford, and Mr, Francis Brinley, from whom
I have the copy, very pertinently adds the query: why not buried

beside his wife in Chelmsford ? It is further stated in the Brinley

papers that John Tyng died in England, unmarried. That he died

unmarried is doubtless true, but it was in Concord, not in England.

That he was unmarried is shown by the will of his flither, who died

in 1723, in which mention is made of his son John as dead, but

none is made of wife or children, and no true statement is found

showing that he had any children. Judge Sewall in his journal

writes, " 1710, Aug, 18, Major Tyng's buried at Concord, where he

had been some time to be cured of his wound," Mr, Nason, His-

tory of Dunstable, page 107, says, " The first act of the town in

the impending crisis, 1768, was, " to choose the Hon. John Tyng,

to act for them at Boston, on the twenty-second day of Septem-

ber, 1768, in convention," and adds in afoot-note, " Son of Major

John Tyng, who was mortally wounded by the Indians between

Groton and Concord, carried to Concord and died there in 1711."

In Harvard College catalogue the date is 1710. Nason adds, that

Judge Tyng was born in 1700 and died in 1797. In Fox's

Dunstable, page 251, it is stated that John Alford Tyng, son of
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Eleazer Tyng, born 29th Aug. 1729, was Judge Tyng. Judge Tyng
graduated at Harvard College, 1726, four years before John Alford

was born. In Harvard College Catalogue it appears that lie died in

1797. In the Brinley papers it is stated that William Tyng married

Lucy Clark, daughter of Rev. Thomas Clark, of Chelmsford, and
that Judge Tyng was their son, born in 1705, and that he died very

aged. By this account his age would be 92, not 97 as told by
Nason. Now as Mr. Robert Brinley married tlie granddaughter

and only descendant of Judge Tyng, and who inherited his estate

and mansion and no doubt had his papers, we may readily believe

that Judge Tyng knew who his father was, and that the Brinley

papers are in this matter entitled to credence.

Here two brothers are said to have been wounded by the Indi-

ans, and carried to Concord and to have died there, and a well

known and distinguished gentleman is said to have been the son
of each one of three brothers, thus showing how unreliable is tradi-

tion unsupported by record evidence in cases where such evidence

does in fact exist.

I find various and conflicting reports in what purports to be

records of the Tyng families, but when they are fully compared,
it seems tome that a statement substantially true and consistent

may be eliminated, and the errors corrected, and the source from
which they are derived pointed out. Mr. Fox, p. 250, states that

Edward Tyng removed from Boston to Dunstable in 1679, died

Dec. 28, 1681, aged 81. The age on the tombstone is 71. His

children were Jonathan, b. Dec. 15, 1642 ; Edward, Governor of

Annapolis, etc.; Hannah, m. Habijah Savage, and second Rev.
Thomas Weld

; Eunice, wife of Rev. Samuel Willard, President

of Harvard College ; Rebecca, wife of Gov. Joseph Dudley, and
another daughter, who married a Searle.

Next I take the Brinley papers so called.

Edward Tyng, the first Tyng that came from England, died at

Dunstable anno . His wife Avas Mary Sears, born in England
died in Dunstable and buried there with her husband, anno
aged . Their children were,

1. Mary, m. Searle, Governor of Barbadoes, both died and
buried there.

2. Rebecca, m. Joseph Dudley, Governor of Massachusetts.
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3. Hannah, m. Savage, an ancestor of Flon. James Savage,

tlie antiqnarian.

4. Eunice, m. Willard, an ancestor of the late President

Willard of H. C.

The only son of said Edward and Mary Tyng was

Jonathan, lived in Boston, Dnnstnble and Wofeurn ; died in Wo-
hurn and buried there anno 1722-3. He married Sarah Usher,

daughter of Hezekiah Usher. She died and was buried in Dun-

stable anno .

Third, I copy from a pamphlet by Rev. Timothy Alden, Jr.y

printed at Boston, 1808.

William and Edward Tyng, two brothers, came from England

about the year 1630, William, who spent bis life at Braintree, left

no posterity. Edward married his first wife, Miss Sears, in Eng.

land, a lady of remarkable piety. She died at Boston, probably

soon after their arrival. He removed to Dunstable, where, in 1681,

he ended his days, having reached his ninety-first year. His sec-

ond wife, Mary, of what family is unknown, the mother of all his

children, survived him till about the beginning of the last centiiry

His son, Jonathan ^ , born in 1642, was an ancestor of the late

Hon. John Tyng, Esquire, and in a foot note is added " He died

April 18, 1797, aged about 94 years, and lies in a lomb erected in

the spacious walk in his garden, at Tyngsborough." His second

son, Edward 2, m. a daughter of Ensign Thaddeus Clarke, of Fal-

mouth, now Portland. Then follow the names of his daughters,

as already stated. Of these statements 1 will observe that the

date, 1630, is undoubtedly wrong. More likely the date should be

about 1640 ; that the name Mary, of his first wife, is without au-

thority, the name Mary was of his second wife. It is only in Al-

den's book that I find that he had a second wife. Also that his

age, 91, is eroneous. His tombstone states 71. The Brinley pa-

pers state that Jonathan was the only son of Edward. Of the

second generation I shall notice only Jonathan^ and Edward2 .

And first of Edwards . He married a daughter of Ensign Thad-

deus Clarke of Falmouth, now Portland. Edward^ had four chil-

dren. 1, Edwards , 2, Jonathan, who died at an early age, 3,

Mary, who married Rev. John Fox, of Woburn, 4, Elizabeth

who married a brother of Dr. Franklin. In a foot note is added.

Rev. John Fox. son of his predecessor at Woburn, Rev. Jabez
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Fox, a descendant, according to the family tradition, from John

Fox, the martyrologist, died Dec. 12, 1756, iiged 79. His wife sur-

vived him eight or ten years.

Edward 2
, was appointed Governor of Annapolis, was taken on

his passage to that place, and carried to France, where he died.

Edward 3
, after the death of his fother, resided in the family of

his aunt, Mrs. Dudley, till he was of age to enter on seafaring life.

He married first, a daughter of Captain Cyprian Southack.

She died in London. At the nge of almost fifty years, in 1731, lie

raarried^Ann, a daughter of Jonathan Waldo, a merchant of Boston.

Their children were seven, three only lived to maturity. 1, Ann,^

who died in Nov. 1756, a month after her marriage with a Biitish

officer. 2. Edward,'* an oflicer in the British army, who died a

bachelor in England. 3. Tlie present Col. William'' Tyng of

Gorham,

Edward,3 by a commission from Gov. Belcher, dated April 16,

1740, was appointed Captain of the South and North Batteries

and Fortifications in Boston. He was afterwards appointed Cap-

tain of the Province Snow, or Queen's Galley, Prince of Orange,

and in 1744 he captured a French ])rivateor of supei-ior force.

For this achievement a number of merchants in Boston presented

him as a testimonial a silver cup, weighing about one hundred

ounces, with a suitable inscription.

When the General Court of Massachusetts had determined to

attempt the reduction of Louisbourg, Governor Shirley sent for

Captain Tyng, and dii-ected him to procure the largest ship in his

power. He purchased one on the stocks neaily ready for launch-

ing, and fitted her up to carry 24 to 26 guns. She was named
the Massachusetts Frigate. He took command of her, and was

appointed Commodore of the Fleet, On the 18th of May, 1745, on

this vessel he captured the Vigilant, a French man-of-war of 64

guns. Sir Peter Warren offered him the command of this valu-

able prize, with the rank ot Post-Captain. Being advanced in

life he declined the appointment. He was born in 1683, and died

in Boston Sept, 8, 1755, at the age of 72 years.

His only surviving child. Col. William Tyng, of Gorham, Maine,

was born in Boston, Aug. 17, 1737. In 1767 he was appointed High

Sheriff" of the County of Cumberland, and in the same year be-
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came a resident in Falmouib, now Portland. In 1769 he married

Elizabeth, dauf^hter of Alc-'xander Ross, P^sq., a native of Scotland.

In 1774 he received a Colonel's commission from Gov. Gage He
did not sympathize with the prstriots in the approaching struggle

with Great Britain, and withdrew from the County of Cumber-

land ; and when the English army took possession of New York,

he repaired to that place and at the close of the war, went to Nova

Scotia; and when the Province of New Brunswick was organized, he

was appointed Chief Justice of the Court. In 1793 he returned to

this country, settled in Gorham, and resided there to the close of his

life. He died Dec. 8, 1807, and was buried from St. Paul's church,

Portland. In the ancient graveyard in Portland, many years ago I

found at his grave a very fine monument erected to his memory.

He had no children, and thus, in this branch of tlie family, was

the last of his race of the name of Tyng.

Jonathan,2 Edward,^ born Dec, 15, 1642; Fox says he married

Sarah, daughter of Hezekiah Usher ; that his children were John, b,

about 1680, grad. H C, 1690, (that is to say at ten years of age,)

killed by the Indians 1710. William, born April 22, 1679. Jona-

than, b.Sept. 20, 1686 Elenzar, b. April 30, 1690, grad. U. C,

(1712). Beersheba, b. Feb. 5, 1694. Mary. The Brinley papers

name only John, William and Eleazar.

The list in Savage is as follows:

" 1 Francis b 11 Dec. 1669.

2 Elizabeth b 28 Dec. 1670.

3 Jonathan b 29 Jany 1672 d young.

4 John b 11 Sept. 1673.

5 Mary b 16 Jany 1677

All these were probably born in Boston. He then removed to

Dunstable.

6 William b. April 22, 1679.

10 Jonathan b Sept. 29, 1686.

11 Eleazar b April 30, 1690.

12 Beersheba b Feb. 15, 1696."

Thus far Savage. The Dunstable records insert between Wil-

liam and Jonathan

« 7 Hezekiah b 29 May 1680 d May 29, 1690.

8 Edward b March 2 1682 d Aug -25 1682

9 Joseph b June 6 1683 d May 2 1684."
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Of Col. Jonntlian Tyiig I have to say that he was one ot the

]>etitioners fof the charter of Oki Dunstable, was one of the gran-

tees, and of the first settlers in the township of Old Dunstable,

and was the only inhabitant who kept possession of and defended

his house through all the Indian wars. He was for many years,

and until he removed to Woburn, the leading man in all the

business and aifairs, civil, military, municipal and ecclesiastical, of

the place, and in the defence of the settlement and country from

Indian invasion. In what year he removed to Woburn I have

not ascertained, but it was previous to 1713. His first wife was

Sarah, dr. of Hezekiah Usher. She died, date not ascertained,

and he m. 2nd, Sarah, the widow of James Richards of Hartford,

Conn. She was the daughter of William Gibbons of Hartford.

She died Feb. 8, 1714, aged 69 years, and was buried at Woburn.

He married a third wife, Judith, the widow of the Rev. Jabez Fox
of Woburn. She was the daughter of Rev. John Rayner, once

minister of Plymouth, Mass , who went from Plymouth to Dover,

N. H., 1655 Col. Tyng died Jan. 19, 17'24. She survived him

many years and died at Woburn June 5, 1736, in the 99th year of

her age.

The following acti(^n of the town of Woburn will show that

he removed to that place before the year 1713, and also the re-

gard in which he was held by the people of that place. "In 1713

the town by special favor allowed Col. Tyng, a gentleman from

Boston, who has been one of Governor Archer's Council, and

who more recently laad married the widow of the Rev. Jabez

Fox, and come home to reside, to erect a pew in the meeting-

house at his own cost, which was to be the town property, after

his own and his lady's decease," Hist, of Woburn, p. 83. Mrs.

Tyng died in 1736, and "in 1738 Nathaniel Saltonstall, Esq., Jon-

athan Poole, Esq., and Capt. Isaac Dupee, gentlemen of distinc-

tion from abroad, asked permission to build pews for themselves.

This was not granted, but the town granted liberty to Saltonstall

to sit in the Tyng pew."

The third generation presents, in the three sons of Jonathan, ^

three prominent characters, and gives rise to many questions.

Each of the three brothers, John^ , William" and Eleazar,^ is de

clared by different authors to be the father of Judge John Tyng of
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Tyngsborough. Mr. Fox, page 251, states that Jolin Alford Tyng,

son of Eleazar Tyng, born Aug. 29, 1720, is Judge Tyng. Mr. Na-

3on, History of Dunstable, p. 107, says that Judge John Tyng, born

1700, died 1797, is the son of Major John Tyng, who was wounded

by the Indians, carried to Concord and died there in August, 1710.

Mr. Allen, History of Chelmsford, p. 128-9, says, that "Lucy Clarke,

daughter of the Rev. Thomas Clarke, married Major William

Tyng, son of Col. Jonathan Tyng and fatlier of the late Honor-

able John Tyng, Sept. 19, 1700. She died April 25, 1708. Her

liusband. Major William Tyng, was wounded by the Indians be-

tween Groton and Lancaster, was carried to Concord and died

Aug. 16, 1710, and was buried there," and reference is made to

family records in possession of Robert Brinley, Esq., Tyngsboro'

On application by a friend to the Rev. John L. Sibley, late li-,

brarian of Harvard University, I am furnished with this copy

from his collection of Biographical Sketches of Harvard gi-aduates-

"1691, Tyng, John, M. A., born Sept. 11, 1673, probably at

Boston, was fourth child of Hon. Jonathan Tyng of Dunstable

and Woburn, by his first wife, Sarah, daughter of Hezekiah LTsher.

He was Major of Militia in the Indian wars, resided in that part

of Dunstable now incorporated as Tyngsborough. He was moi--

tally wounded by the Indians in tlie year 1710, between Groton

and Concord, and carried to Concord and there died."

" By some it is said that these statements pertain to William

Tyng, and that John the graduate died in England unmarried,

but Jonathan in his will dated 1721-2, mentions the death of his

son John, but no widow or children of his, and Sewall writes,

'1710, Aug. 18, Major Tyng's buried at Concord, where he had

been some time to be cured of his wound.'"

Mr. Sibley's statement leaving the matter undetermined, the

reference in Allen's Chelmsford to the family records in possession

of Robert Brinley, led me to seek for light in that quarter. I

knew that Mr. Brinley married the granddaughter of Judge Tyng,

the only child of Mary, a daughter of Judge Tyng and wife of

John Pitts, Esq. She was his heir and inherited his large estate

and stately dwelling, and I had no doubt must have had posses-

sion of his papers. On application for information I was referred

to the Hon. Francis Brinley of Newport, R, I., as able to answer
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«ny euquiiies. From him I received !i copy of wluit related to

the Tyng faiuily, a part of wldch has already been made use of

in this book. It is manifest from the absence of dates, and other

indications, that many of the statements in these jjapers were

made up from recollection, and not from reconls. Of .ronathaa

Tyng and his wife, Sarah Usher, he says:

"Tliey had, according to my [)apers, but three eliil<lren, I. Jnhn

Tyng, died in England, unmarried anno . -. William Tyng.

:-}, Ele;,zar Tyng, Justice of the Peace and Ct)l. of the '2nd Regi-

ment in Middlesex. He was born in 1690 and man-ie<l Sarah Al-

ford, daughter of John Alford of Boston. She died raid w;is

buried in Dunstable, -May, 1752, aged (30. The above named Wil-

liam Tyng married Lucy Clarke, daughter of Thomas Clarke,

minister of Clielmsford, Mass. She died in 170S and svas buried

at Chelmsford. ITer husband, William Tyng, was Major of the

'2nd Regiment in Middlesex, was wounded by the Indians between

Groton and Lancaster, was brought to Concord and there died,

and my account says was buried thei'e. Tliis may be a mistake

—

why not buried with his wife at Chelmsford? The said William

and Lucy Tyng had a son, John Tyng, Judge of the Common
Pleas and Colonel of tlie 2nd Regiment in Middlesex He was

born January 28, 1705, died and was buried in Tyngsborough '^^

an advanced age. He married Mary, daughter of Benjamin

Morse. Their daughter Mary married John Pitts, Esq., of Boston.

She died in Boston, May, 1871, and was buried in the King's

Chapel burying ground, leaving an infant daughter Elizab('th
;

this latter and her father removed to Tyngsborough. Elizabeth

married the late Robert Brinley, Esq, of Tyngsborough ; both

died at advanced ages. I have not the means of reconciling your

statement, as to the children of Col. Jonathan Tyng, with that

above written, unless it be that we refer to ditferent persons.

Perhaps you may be able to do so, by careful reference to Dun-

stable records as to names and dates."

There can, I think, be no doubt that the statements in Allen's

Chelmsford and in the Brinley papers is the true account of this

matter. Bearing in mind that there were two Major Tyngs, well

known and famous in Indian warfore, the memory of either as

Major Tvng without the Christian name, would leave it doubtful
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which w:\b intended. Judge Sewall, in liis usual slovenly manner^

makes this entry: "Major Tyng's buried at Concord," and leaving

it doubtful Avhich was intended ; but the entry in Allen's Chelms-

ford, being in the nature of a family record, of a well known fam-

ily in that town, tlie entry "Major Tyng" would be as well un-

derstood with )ut ns with the name, by all interested in the record.

But wliat is to my mind conclusive is that Col. Jonathan Tyng
was in Nov. 1710, appointed "administrator of the estate of his

late son, Major Williani Tyng, latelj/- deceased." Also in his will

dated 1721-2 he states that he " had intended to give his estate in

Dunstable equally to his three sons, John, William and Eleazer,

now, as John aadWilliatu are deceased," he gives it to be equally

divided between William's children and Elenzar, thus sliowing

that John left no children.

As to tlie case of Judge Tyng-, the family record in Allen's

Chelmsford as well as the Brinley jiapers, are conclusive. No doubt

A[r. Nason had what he considered reliable tradition for his state-

ment. That of Mr. Fox is refuted by comparison of d ites. John

Alford Tyng was born in 1729. Judge Tyng graduated IL C,

1725, four years hefore Jchn Alford was born.

Mrs. Sarah Winslow was the last surviving child of Eleazar

'fy'ig- She inherited the southerly portion ol the Tyng planta-

tion. The house in which she lived was built in the year 1700.

It was probably built by Jonathan Tyng and was his family resi-

dence. He died in 1723-4. After Mi-s. Winslow's death it was

purchased by Mr Robert Brinley, and was his faniily residence

for many years. It stands near tlie private burying-ground in

which is the tomb of Edward Tyng and of others of the Tyng
family. It is now owned and occupied by Mr. Jacob Drake.

Fox and Farmer state the age of Edward Tyng to be 81 years,

Nason, 71. The inscription on his tombstone copied by me is as

follows :

Here lyetli the botly of

Mr. Edward Tyng
Esqir aged 71 yeares

Died December

27 day 1681

There is now no living descendant of Edward Tyng in tlie

direct male line bearing the name of Tyng.



REMINISCENCES OF OLD DUNSTABLE. 25

THE STOUY OF JOE ENGLISH.

Mr. Farmer in his letter of Dec. 24, 1826, before referred to,

after enumerating sundry matters which ought to be investigated

and worked into the History adds, "The Indian traditions and In-

dian depredations ought to be collected with scrupulous care and

attention The story of Joe. English ought to be given at length,

if it can be obtained. Esq F, French, of Amherst, used to relate

it." Fox, pp. 86, 87, 88, relates the story of his death. The story

to which Mr. Farmer refers is told in Potter's Manchester, p. 254,

and as Joe met his fate in old Dunstable it may claim a right to

be inserted in these "Reminiscences." It is as follo^vs:

"From the top of the Uncanoonucks a splendid panorama is

presented to the eyo. Spurs of these mountains extend into New
Boston, and 'Joe English ' in that town may be considered apart

of the same range. This is a large hill placed down on Carrigain's

map of New Hampshire as Ingall's hill. Its true name is 'Joe

English,' which it received from a noted Indian of that name.

"It is noted, and is much of a curiosity, as a freak of nature. It

is precipitous and abrupt on its southern end, having the appear-

ance of the southern part of the hill being carried away by some

convulsion of nature. In fact, the hill terminates on the south in

a rough precipice, presenting, in the distance, a height of some

two or three hundred feet, and almost perpendicular. The hill

took its name from an incident of olden time connected with this

precipice. In 1705 or 6, there was an Indian living in these parts,

noted for his friendship for the English settlers upon the lower

Merrimack. He was an accomplished warrior and hunter, but

following the counsels of Passaconaway and Wonnalancet, he

continued steadfast in his partiality for his white neighbors.

From this fact the Indians, as Avas their wont, gave him the name,

significant of this trait, of 'Joe English.' In course of time, the

Indians, satisfied that Joe gave information of their hostile de-

signs to the English, determined upon killing him upon the first

fitting opportunity. Accordingly just at twilight, they found Joe

upon one of the branches ol the 'Squog', hunting, and com-

menced an attack upon him ; but he escaped from them, two or

three in number, and made directly for this hill in the southern

part of New Boston. With the quick thought of the Indian, he
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mafle up his mind that the chances of escape were against him in

a long race, and he must have recourse to strategem. Ashe ran up

the hill he slackened his pace until his pursuers Avere almost upoD

him, that they might become more eager in the pursuit. Once

near the top he started off again with great rapidity, and the In-

dians after him, straining every nerve. As 'Joe' came upon the

brink cf the precipice before mentioned, he leaped behind a jut-

ting rock, and waited in breathless anxiety. But a moment passed,

and the hard breathing, and measured but light footsteps of his

pursuers were heard, and in another moment with a screech and a

yell, their dark forms were rolling down the rocky precipice, to

be left at its base, food for hungry wolves

!

" Thenceforth the hill was called ' Joe English,' and well did

his constant Iriendship deserve so enduring a monument.

"'Joe English' was the grandson of the Sagmon of Agawam,

(now Ipswich,) whose name was Wosconnomet.

'"Joe English ' came to his death in consequence of his fidelity

to the whites. The hostile Indians determined upon his death,

and kept constantly upon his path. At length, July 27, 1706,

Lieut. Butterfield and his wife, riding betwixt Dunstable and

Chelmsford, on horseback, wath 'Joe English' as comjanion and

a guard, fell into an Indian ambuscade. The horse was shot upon

the first fire, Butterfield and his wife ialling to the ground.

The main object of the Indians being to secure 'Joe,' Butterfield

and the soldier made their escape, while the Indians, one of the

party being left in charge of Mrs. Butteifield, went in pursuit of

him 'Joe' made for the woods, with several Indians in full pur-

suit, and finding them gaining upon him, he turned about and pre-

sented his gun as if about to fire. The Indians fearing his fatal

aim, fell to the ground, and ' Joe ' took to his heels for life. Again

the Indians gained upon him, and ' Joe ' again presented his trusty

gun, and for fear of it, the Indians again threw themselves upon

the ground. This was repeated several times, until 'Joe' had

almost gained the thick woods, when one of the Indians, despair-

ing of taking him alive, and fearing he would escape them, fired

upon him, breaking the arm with which he held his gun. The

gun fell to the ground and 'Joe' redoubled his speed. But just

as he sained the wood, a shot struck his thigh, and he fell to the
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ground. His tall was the signal for a yell of triumph, from the

Indians in pursuit. When they came up to him they expressed

their pleasure in no measured terms. ' Now Joe,' said they, we
got you, you no tell English again, we come !' ' No,' retorted

'Joe,' 'Cap'n Butterfield tell that at Pawtucket.' ' Hugh !' ex-

claimed the Indians, the thought just striking them, that the sol-

<liers at the Block Houses, at Pawtucket or Dunstable, alarmed

l.*y the whites who had escaped, would be upon them in a short

time. There was no time tor delay. 'Joe' could not be carried

away, and one of them buried his hatchet in the head of the pros-

trate Indian. Thus died '.Joe English,' the faithful friend of the

white man. The services of ' Joe English' were considered so

meritorious, that a grant was made to his wife and two children,

by the Legislature of Massachusetts, because, as the words of the

grant have it, ' he died in the service of his country.'

"

Fox, in his " History of Dunstable," p, 86, says, " This attack is

said to have taken place at Holden's brook, in Tyngsborough, a

little south ot the state line."

This is the stream on which Washburn's Brush Factory is situ-

ated. It is called Holden's brook from Lieut. Holden, who was
Bancroft's lieutenant in the battle of Bunker Hill, and who lived

on its south side, but generally Howard's brook, from the Howard
family, some of whom have owned and lived on its north side for

more than one hundred years. Here it was that Samuel How-
ard, my mother's first husband, lived. The Indian name of the

brook was Little Naacook. The mouth of the brook where it en-

ters the Merrimack, was at the southeast corner of Col. Bancroft's

farm. Any one passing on the old road from Nashua to Tyngs-
borough meeting-house may readily recognize this locality in

which Joe English met his fate. It was a short distance below
the factory.

FARMERS AND FARMS.

In the records of Old Dunstable there is frequent mention of

ffarmers and Jfarms. These fiarms were granted to various indi-

viduals living in Boston, Chelmsford, Woburn, Salem, Marblehead,
Beverly and other places, some of them by the General Court before

the grant of the township, and perhaps some by the grantees of
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the township to persons who did not come to reside in the town,

but were liable to taxation ; and it appears by several entries in

the records that the collection of the rates or taxes on some of

these lands was attended with much ti'ouble. Col. Bancroft states

of these farms, that "the Tyng farm," (no doubt the grant to Ed-

ward Tyng, after his death owned by Jonathan Tyng,) ''extended

trom Chelmsford line to the mouth of the brook at Tyngsborougb

meeting-house, its Indian name, Great Naacook, and extended

back to Westford. Turner's farm was Tyng's woods."

The Waldo farm was next and extended from Tyng's farm to

HowiU-d's brook, its Indian name, Little Naacook, and extended

back to Brattle's farm. 1'his farm was purchased about 1699 by

Joseph Farweil and Thomas Colburn, and divided between them,

Farwell taking the south part and Colburn the north. The grant

to Waldo I cannot find in the office of the Secretary of Massa-

chusetts, nor the deed of Waldo to Farwell and Colburn in the

Middlesex Registry.

"Next was Wheeler's farm, that of Capt. Thomas Wheeler,which

extended from the Waldo farm to the ferry at Poliard's"(in 1825),

now near the Little station on the railroad. The Bancroft farm was

a part of this farm. Capt. Thomas Wheeler was an Indian trader,

and one of the company to whom the right to trade in this region

was granted or sold. No doubt his station was that on the Ban-

croft farm afterwards occupied by John Cromwell, the remains of

whose house or hut burnt by the Indians, is still to be seen in the

field east of the Bancroft house, Lieut Joseph Wheeler's place

was probably north of the ancient graveyard, and someway south

the Salmon Brook settlement. A large part of the popu-

lation was then resident in the south part of the settlement and

south of the old graveyard, hence the agreement at the meet-

ing ofthe Jfarmers, proprietors andtoionship-meyi, at Lieut. Joseph

Wheeler's, "that the meeting-house, that is to be built, shall stand

between Salmon Brook and the house ot Lieutenant Wheeler." It

appears by the record of the meeting April 7, 1680, that the lands

of Lieut. Wheeler had passed into the hands of Thomas Edwards,

Zacre Long and John Howard.
" The next was the Brattle farm. He lived at Cambridge. His

farm extended to Dunstable, Mass., and included most of it,"
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"The Artillery farm lay above Nashua river, on the north side.

It extended near a mile up the Nashua river, and included about

one thousand acres. A pond in it was called Artillery pond."

" A farm east of the Merrimac, opposite my hoilse, including

the Fletcher farm, was called Brenton"'s tarm."

" Hill's farm was opposite Indian Head. There were two farms

on Souhegan river, in the northwest corner ot old Dunstable,

called Charlestown school farms. They were on the north and

south side of the river, near where Milford meeting-house now
stands. The south farm was bought by Hopkins, Grimes and

Towne, in the order of their names, from east to west. The Rev.

Mr. Moore owns a part of the G-rimes farm. These farms were

Sfranted to individuals by the General Court before the grant of

the town."





(lENEALOGY OF SOME BRANCHES OF
THE FAKWELL FAMILY.

No people can rise to a high degree of virtue or patriotism, who do not

uom-
"' ''''''' achievements of their fathers.- HokatioSev-

It is not only possible bul probable that errors will be found in
names and dates in these tables. Names are often so indistinctly
written, that it is difficult to determine the true reading, and fi^-
nres are often so made that the same may be read 4,

7*
or 9 an*d

others 3, 5 or 8.

Savage states : "Henry Farwell of Concord, freeman, 1639, wife
Olive, had Joseph b. 1641, James, perhaps Henry, John, Mary and
Olive." In this statement Joseph, the youngest son and child, is
put first. He was born Dec. 26, 1640, not 1641. Henry had 'no
son James, nor Henry, and among his daughters, Elizabeth, is
omitted, who is named in her father's will. ^Shattuck, History ot
Concord, states that James Farwell (son of Henry) married Sarah
Wheeler, 4, 9, 1658, also that John Jones m. in 1681 Sarah Temple,
also that Thomas Estabrook ni. May 3, 1683, Sarah Temple]
There was no James Farwell and but one Sarah Temple, and she
married Thomas Estabrook. Farmer also says of Henry Farwell
of Concord, " son Joseph b. 1640, James and perhaps others.'

In Concord records I find recorded, John Farwell m. Sarali
Wheeler, 4, 9, 1658, also that John Jones m. Sarah Farwell March
5, 1681. No doubt this naming of James and Henry as sons of
Henry of Concord, led Fox, Kidder and others into the error of
calling Henry3 of Dunstable, the son of his grandfather Henry i of
Concord. The confusion introduced by Shattuck, who marries?
Sarah Wheeler to James Farwell, a non-entity, and John Jones
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to Sarah Temple, would render it impossible for one depending on

his authority, to trace out the genealogy of the descendants of

John Farwell. By a personal search of the Concord records I

obtained the clue which led me out of this maze and enables me
to present the genealogy of one branch of the descendants of

John Farwell 2.

1. Henry Farwdll, born in England, settled in Concord

in 1635, freeman 1638, member of church first or

ganized in Concord, He removed from Concord

to Chelmsford about the year 1655, leaving his son

John at Concord and taking with him his son Joseph,

then a minor, and probably his three daughters,

His will bears date July 12, 1670. He died Aug.

1, 1670. His wife, Olive, d. March 1, 1691. In

his will he styles himself Tailor. After making in

his will particular and abundant provision for his

wife he gives, " Thirdly, I give and bequeath unto

my son John Farwell, all my accommodations at

Concord, which he hath in present possession, to

him and to his heirs forever, of his own body law-

fully begotten, always provided and my will is that

my son John Farwell shall pay forty shillings a year

unto Olive Farwell, my now wife, during her natu-

ral life." " My accommodations at Concord," means

the land he owned as an inhabitant of that town,

including of course the buildings. The residue, af-

ter various provisions in the will, he gives to his son

Joseph, but charged with some payments to his

mother and sisters. The inventory of his estate is :

movable goods 209, 11

house lot 38

meadow 43

four acres arable 8

In wilderness land 45

Total £343. 11.

His children were :
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2. I. John, b. in England, no record found of his birth-f.

3. II. Mary, probably born in England. No record fonn<l

She m. John Bates of Chelmsford, marriage and

birth of children there recorded.

4. III. Olive, no record found of her birth. She m. Benja-

min Spaulding ot Chelmsford, record of marriage

and birth of children at Chelmsford. He removed

with his family to Canterbury, now Brooklyn, Conn.

See Spaulding memorial, p. 23.

5. IV. Elizabeth. She is named in her father's will, " My
daughter Elyzabeth Wilbur." This is all I know
of Elizabeth. I found no record of her marriage or

family. It is possible that she was the eldest of his

three "laughters, for in his will he gives a money
legacy to each by name, and orders the first and
earliest payment to be made to Elizabeth, then to

Mary, then to Olive,

6. V. Joseph, b. at Concord Dec. 12, 1640
-f.

(2.) John Farwell, b. in England, date not known, came
with his father to Concord, about 1635, m. there, 4,

9, 1658, Sarah Wheeler of Concord. She d. May
23, 1682, leaving a daughter, Sarah Farwell, their

only child. He m. 2d Sarah Fiske, daughter of the
Rev. John Fiske of Chelmsford. Of this raarriaire

there were no children. The date of his death iH

not known, but he was living in 1682, for Dec. 10,

1682, 12 1-2 acres of land in Chelmsfjrd were
granted to him. His only child was

7. I. Sarah Farwell .+

(7.) I. Sarah Farwell, no record is found of her birth. She
ra. March 5, 1681, John Jones of Concord. No.
record is found of her death. As the only descen-
dants of John Farwell will be found among the
children and descendants of this John Jones, I here
present the ancestor of this family and a table of
the descendants of Col. Timothy Jones, of Bedford,
a great grand child ot Sarah Farwell. John Jones,
born in England, was at Cambridge 1648, freeman
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in 1650, removed to Concord, and died there, June

22, 1673, His son, John Jones, 2 m. March, 1681,

Sarah Farvvell. He was b. July 6, 1656, at Concord

and died there in 1726, date of her death unknown.

Their children

2. J. Sarah, b. June, 1686, m. Daniel Hoar. He is the an-

cestor of the eminent men ot that name in Con core]

.

3. 11. John, b. Jan. 6, 1690, m. Anna Brooks -f.

4. in. Timothy, b. April, 1694, d. March 1697.

5. IV. Bartholemew, b. Feb. 1697, m. Ruth Stow.

(8.) John, b. Jan, 6, 1690, m. Anna Brooks. He d. March

12, 1762, she d. June 9, 1753, Their children

John, b. June 17, 1718, m. Abigail Wesson +.

Olive, b. Sept., 1724, m. Joseph Stow.

Ebenezer~b. Dec, 1726.

9. IV. Daniel b. Dec. 1728, m. Rebecca Cary.

Farvvell b. Aug, 1734, ni. Hannah Hosmer.

.John Jones b. June 23, 1718, m. Abigail Wesson. She

d. Deo. 19, 1805. Their children,'

John, b. July, 1743, m, Ruth Lee, .Jan, 1775.

Abigail, b. May, 1745, ni. David Paige.

Stephen, b. Feb., 1746, ra. Anna Brooks.

Timothy, b. March, 1748, m. Rebecca Bateman -j-.

Anne, b. July, 1757, d. unmarried.

Elizabeth, b. July, 1757, twin sister of Anne, m.

Davis, d. s.p.

17. VII. Sarah, b. April, 1754, m. Jonas Potter.

18. viii. Lucy, b. April, 1756, m. Samuel Fletcher. See Fletcher

Genealogy, p. 185.

19. IX. Benjamin, b. Aug. 1758, d. 1758.

20. X. Peter, b. Feb'ry, 23, 1750, m. Eunice F:irrar. Bond,

p. 728, gives the name John, but it should be Peter.

(14.) Col. Timothy Jones, b. in Bedford, March 11, 1748, d.

June 1, 1804, m. Rebecca Bateman, b Sept 15, 1749

She d. Aug. 13, 1807, at the residence of her dr. Mrs

Hill at Mason. Their children.

6.
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21. I. Polly, b. Nov. 17, 1769, d. June 28, 1796, m. Edward
Stearns, b. in Billei-icn, June 21, 1768. Tbey had

one child, Edward, who died at the age of 18 months.

22. II. Abigail, b. Oct. 13, 1771, m. Edward Stearns, the

husband of her sister Polly, 21 above. He died

May, 1798, s. p. She m. 2d Sept. 22, 1799, Rev.

Ebenezer Hill, b. at Cambridge, Jan'ry, 1766, grad.

H. C, 1786, ord. at Mason, N.'h,, Nov. 3, 1790. H.

died May 20, 1854. She died April 26, 1859. She

was his third wife. Their children were,

23. I. Edward Stearns, b. July 19, 1 800, m- Catharine Hough-
ton of Milton. He d. at Rosemond, 111., March 24,

1874. Their children,

24. 1. Edward Stearns, b. Sept. 28, 1828, m. Dec. 13,

1853, Mary Elizabeth Dater. Three children.

25. 2. Lucy Sylvania, b. Dec. 5, 1829. m. Aug. 8,

1850, Charles Addison Cragin. Seven

children, five died in infancy.

26. 3. Abbie Jones, b Dec. 1,1832, m Richard Lewis's

Hall, res. Oconto, Wis.

Harlan Page, b. Sept. 17, 1835, d. Dec. 8, 1835
Ebenezer Bancroft, b. Jan. 24, 1838, m. Emma

Lindsey, res. in St. Louis.

Charles Walter Houghton, b. Feb. 12, 1842,

m. Anna Hawley, res. Rosemond, 111.

Catharine Maria, b. Feb. 9, 1846.

31. II. Rebecca Howard, b. March 13, 1802, resides at Ma-
son, unm.

32. III. Abigail Jones, b. Feb. 7, 1804, m. June 2, 1825, John
Kimball, blacksmith, res. Fitzvvilliam. She d. Se|»t.

9, 1829, leaving one child.

33. 1. Abbie Maria. She m. Charles Whittemore.
merchant, New York.

34. IV. Maria, b. Dec. 14, 1806, m. June 4, 1829, Oliver H.
Pratt, of Mason, farmer. She d. Sept. 10, 1835, they

had cue child, a son d. in infancy.

27.
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35. y. Timothy, b. March 15, 1808, d. July 8, 1810.

36. VL Lucy Sylvania, b. June 14, 1810, d. Aug. 13, 1827.

37. VII. Adeliza, b. July 12, 1812, m. April 4, 1833, Benjamin

Wheeler Merriam, merchant. New York. Their

children,

38. 1 Adeliza Francis, b. March 3, 1835, m. Rev
Daniel Dubois Sahler.

39. 2. Maria Hill, b. Aug. 9, 1837, m. Walter Frank-

lin Brush. He d. June 3, 1865.

40. 3. Harriet Wheeler, b. Sept. 13, 1839, d. Feb. 10,

1845.

41. 4. Abbie Caroline, b. Nov. 8, 1841, m. William

Nevins Crane, bookseller. New York.

42. 5. Henry Everett, b. April 10, 1844, merchant,

New York.

43. 6. Emma Rebecca, b. April 10, 1850, d. Oct. 9,

1873.

44. 7. Annie Louisa, b. Nov. 24, 1852.

45. 8. Sarah Wheeler, b. Sept. 1, 1854.

46. VIII. Martha, b. Aug. 31, 1816, m. Sept. 16, 1846, Rev. Ed-

win Ruthven Hodgman, b. Oct. 21, 1819, Camden,

Me., grad. D. C, 1841. She d. May 2, 1854. Their

children,

47. 1. Edwin Ruthven Hill, b. Oct. 17, 1847.

48. 2. Harriet Mehitable, b. Dec. 8, 1851. Three d.

in infancy.

49. IX. Rev. T. Hill, d. d., b. June 30,1819,grad. D. C, 184l,ra.

Nov. 1854, Frances Augusta Hall, b. Aug. 26, 1821.

res. Kansas City, Missouri. Children

50. 1. Charles Francis Lewis, b. Sept. 17, 1858, d.

May 12, 1864.

5L 2. John Boynton, b. Nov. 3, 1860.

52. 3. Henry Edward, b. Feb. 9, 1863.

53. III. John Jones, b. March 12, 1773, d. Dec. 20, 1796, mem-
ber of H. C.
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54. IV. Lucy Jones, b. Nov. 30, 1777, m. Samuel Lane. Their

children,

55, 1. David Woodward, b. Oct. 28, 1801, m. Eliza

Swan Witt. She d. Aug. 1, 1868. Their

children,

66. 1. Edward Bancroft, b. Aug. 6, 1824, d. Oct. 10,

1825.

57. 2. Lucie Ann, b. July 4, 1826, m. Washington

Harwood.

68. 3. Sarah Adaline, b, Aug. 24, 1828, m. John

Hyrcanus Mellish, one child, Florence, b.

Dec. 5, 1856.

60. 4. Frederic Warren, b. July 17, 1830, d. Dec. 20,

1853.

61. 5. Abbie Sylvania, b. Nov. 16, 1832, ra.

George Frye. Their children,

62. 1. Kicliard Alfred, b. Dec. 8, 1860.

63. 2. Frederic Bancroft, b. June 12, 1863.

64. 3. George Herbert, b. Sept. 2, 1865.

65. 4. Earl Clinton, b. March 18, 1867.

66. 5. Abbie Jane, b. Nov. 2, 1871.

67. 6. David Lane, b. Jan. 11, 1873.

68. 6. Nancie Angeline Lane, b. March 7, 1835, d.

March 5, 1859.

69. 7. Lavinia Frances Lane, b. March 20, 1837, d.

Nov. 23, 1864.

70. 8. Emma Lucinda Lane, b. Nov. 12, 1839.

71. 9. Adeliza Woodward Lane, b. Dec. 19, 1841, d.

Aug. 12, 1843.

72. 10. John Henry Lane, b. Sept. 14, 1846, m. Abbie
Azubah Kellogg, their children were,

73. 1. Eliza Abbie, b. Oct. 13, 1868.

74. 2. I'rederic Henry, b. Aug. 19, 1870.

75. 3. Clmrles Sumner, b. Aug. 10, 1872.

76. II. Mary Anne Lane, b. Nov. 24, 1803, m. Franklin Mer.
riam. Their children were
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77. 1. Rev. George F. Merriam, b. Oct. 20, 1836,
grad. A. C, 1861, ordained over Cong,
Church in Greenville, N. H., m Elizabeth
McGowan, their children were,

7S- 1. Franklin Henry, b. March 14, 1870.
79- 2. Mary Elizabeth, b. July 18, 1871.

80. 2. Abbie R. Merriam, b. March 16, 1839.

81. 3. Daniel Merriam, b. May 12, 1841, d. Nov. 21.

1861.

4. Joseph B. Merriam, b. Dec. 6, 1843, d. Feb,
25, 1869.

. III. Samuel Lane, b. Feb. 26, 1807, d. June, 1825.

82.

84. IV. Lucy Rebecca Lane, b. March 31, 1808, m. Elisha

Jones Merriam. Their children were,

85. 1. Henry Wilson Merriam, b. June 20, 1828, m.

Fannie P. GulJiver.

86. 2. Sarah Caroline Merriam, b. July 23, 1830, m.

William Wheeler. He d. Oct. 11, 1852

she d. June 23, 1853. Their children wore*

87. 1. Henry E. Wheeler, b. Aug. 23, 1850, d. 1877^

88. 2. Williasn Wheeler, b. Oct. 7, 1852, d. July 30,

1870.

89. 3. Samuel Lane Merriam, b. Oct. 18, 1832, m,

Frances A. I, Learned, b. Sept. 30, 1834.

Their children were,

90. 1. Olive Lane,b. Sept. 30, 1857, d. June 23

1863.

91. 2. Mabel Frances, b. July 13, 1861.

92. 3. Nellie Josephine, b. Jan. 13, 1868.

93. 4. Rev. Edwin E. Merriam,b. Aug. 3, 1836, grad.

A. C, 1858. Settled in Salem, Penn., d.

Feb. 17, 1865.

94. 5. An infant son, d.
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21. I. Polly, b. Nov. 17, 1769, d. June 28, 1796, m. Edward

Stearns, b. in Billerica, June 21, 1768. Tbey bad

one cbild, Edward, wbo died at tbe age of 18 montbs.

22. II. Abigail, b. Oct. 13, 1771, m. Edward Stearns, tbe

busband of ber sister Poll}^ 21 above. He died

May, 1798, s. p. Sbe ra. 2d Sept. 22, 1799, Rev.

Ebenezer Hill, b. at Cambridge, Jan'ry, 1766, grad.

H. C, 1786, ord. at Mason, N. H., Nov. 3, 1790. H.

died May 20, 1854. Sbe died April 26, 1859. Sbe

was bis tbird wife. Tbeir cbildren were,

23. I. Edward Stearns, b. July 19, 1 800, m, Catharine Hough-
ton of Milton. He d. at Roseraond, 111., March 24,

1874. Tiieir cbildren,

24.

*

1. EdwardStearns, b. Sept. 28, 1828, m. Dec.l3,

1853, Mary Elizabeth Dater. Three children.

25. 2. Lucy Sylvania, b. Dec. 5, 1829. ra. Aug. 8,

1850, Charles Addison Cragin. Seven

cbildren, five died in infancy.

26. 3. Abbie Jones, b Dec. 1 ,1832, m Richard Lewis's

Hall, res. Oconto, Wis.

27. 4. Harlan Page, b. Sept. 17, 1835, d. Dec. 8, 1835

28. 5. Ebenezer Bancroft, b. Jan. 24, 1838, m. Emma
Lindsey, res. in St. Louis.

29. 6. Charles Walter Houghton, b. Feb. 12, 1842,

m. Anna Hawley, res. Rosemond, 111.

30. 7. Catharine Maria, b. Feb. 9, 1846.

31. II. Rebecca Howard, b. March 13, 1802, resides at Ma-
son, unm.

32. III. Abigail Jones, b. Feb. 7, 1804, m. June 2, 1825, John
Kimball, blacksmith, res. Fitzwilliam. She d. Sejit.

9, 1829, leaving one child.

33. 1. Abbie Maria. She ra. Charles Whitteniore.

merchant. New York.

34. IV. Maria, b. Dec. 14, 1806, m. June 4, 1829, Oliver H.
Pratt, of Mason, farmer. Sbe d, Sept. 10, 1835, they

had one cbild, a son d. in infancy.
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35. V. Timothy, b, March 15, 1808, d. July 8, 1810.

36. VI. Lucy Sylvania, b. June 14, 1810, d. Aug. 13, 1827.

87. VII. Adeliza, b. July 12, 1812, m. April 4, 1833, Benjamin

Wheeler Merriam, merchant, New York. Their

children,

38. 1 Adeliza Francis, b. March 3, 1835, m. Rev
Daniel Dubois Sahler.

39. 2. Maria Hill, b. Aug. 9, 1837, m. Walter Frank-

lin Brush. He d. June 3, 1865.

40. 3. Harriet Wheeler, b. Sept. 13, 1839, d. Feb. 10,

1845.

41. 4. Abbie Caroline, b. Nov. 8, 1841, m. William

Nevins Crane, bookseller. New York.

42. 5. Henry Everett, b. April 10, 1844, merchant,

New York.

43. 6. Emma Rebecca, b. April 10, 1850, d. Oct. 9,

1873.

44. 7. Annie Louisa, b. Nov. 24, 1852.

45. 8. Sarah Wheeler, b. Sept. 1, 1854.

46. VIII. Martha, b. Aug. 31, 1816, m. Sept. 16, 1846, Rev. Ed-

win Ruthven Hodgman, b. Oct. 21, 1819, Camden,

Me., grad. D. C, 1841. She d. May 2, 1854. Their

children,

47. 1. Edwin Ruthven Hill, b. Oct. 17, 1847.

48. 2. Harriet Mehitable, b. Dec. 8, 1851. Three d.

in infancy.

49. IX. Rev. T. Hill, d. d., b. June 30,18 19,grad. D. C, 184l,m.

Nov. 1854, Frances Augusta Hall, b. Aug. 26, 1821.

res. Kansas City, Missouri, Children

50. 1. Charles Francis Lewis, b. Sept. 17, 1858, d.

May 12, 1864.

51. 2. John Boynton, b. Nov. 3, 1860.

52. 3. Henry Edward, b, Feb. 9, 1863.

53. III. John Jones, b. March 12, 1773, d. Dec. 20, 1796, mem-
ber of H. C.
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54. IV. Lucy Jones, b. Nov. 30, 1777, m. Samuel Lane. Their

children,

65. 1. David Woodward, b. Oct. 28, 1801, m. Eliza

Swan Witt. She d. Aug. 1, 1868. Their

children,

56. 1. Edward Bancroft, b. Aug. 6, 1824, d. Oct. 10,

1825.

57. 2. Lucie Ann, b. July 4, 1826, m. Washington

Harwood.

58. 3. Sarah Adaline, b, Aug. 24, 1828, m. John

Kyrcanus Mellish, one child, Florence, b.

Dec. 5, 1856.

60. 4. Frederic Warren, b. July 17, 1830, d. Dec. 20,

1853.

61. 5. Abbie Sylvania, b. Nov. 16, 1832, m.

George Frye. Their cliildren,

62. 1. Richard Alfred, b. Dec. 8, 1860.

63. 2. Frederic Bancroft, b. June 12, 1863.

64. 3. Geoi-ge Herbert, b. Sept. 2, 1865.

65. 4. Earl Clinton, b. March 18, 1867.

66. 5. Abbie Jane, b. Nov. 2, 1871.

67. 6. David Lane, b. Jan. 11, 1873.

68. 6. Nancie Angeline Lane, b. March 7, 1835, d.

March 5, 1859.

69. 7. Lavinia Frances Lane, b. March 20, 1837, d.

Nov. 23, 1864.

70. 8. Emma Lucinda Lane, b. Nov. 12, 1839.

71. 9. Adeliza Woodward Lane, b. Dec. 19, 1841, d,

Aug. 12, 1843.

72. 10. John Henry Lane, b. Sept. 14, 1846, m. Abbie
Azubah Kellogg, tlieir children were,

73. 1. Eliza Abbie, b. Oct. 13, 1868.

74. 2. Frederic Henry, b. Aug. 19, 1870.

75. 3. Charles Sumner, b. Aug. 10, 1872.

76. II. Mary Aune Lane, b. Nov. 24, 1803, m. Franklin Mer.
riam. Their children were



REMINISCENCES OF OLD DUNSTABLE.

77. 1. Rev. George F. Merriam, h. Oct. 20, 1836,

grad. A. C, 1861, ordained over Cong.

Church in Greenville, N. 11,, ni Elizabeth

McGowan, their children were,

78. 1. Franklin Henry, b. March 14, 1870.

79. 2. Mary Elizabeth, b. July 18, 1871.

80. 2. Abbie R. Merriam, b. March 16, 1839.

81. 3. Daniel Merriam, b. May 12, 1841, d. Nov. 21,

1861.

82. 4. Joseph B. Merriam, b. Dee. 6, 1843, d. Feb.

25, 1869.

83. m. Samuel Lane, b. Feb. 26, 1807, d. June, 1825.

84. IV. Lucy Rebecca Lane, b. March 31, 1808, m. Elisha

Jones Merriam. Their children were,

85. 1. Henry Wilson Merriam, b. June 20, 1828, m.

Fannie P. Gulliver.

86. 2. . Sarah Caroline Merriam, h. July 23, 1880, m.

William Wheeler. He d.' Oct. 11, 1852^

she d. June 23, 1853. Their children were.

87. 1. Henry E. Wheeler, b. Aug. 23, 1850, d. 1877^

88. 2. Willia^ii Wheeler, b. Oct. 7, 1852, d. July 30,

1870.

89. 3. Samuel Lane Merriam, b. Oct. 18, 1832, m,

Frances A. I, Learned, b. Sept. 30, 1834.

Their children were,

90. 1. Olive Lane,b. Sept. 30, 1857, d. June 23

1863.

91. 2. Mabel Frances, b. July 13, 1861.

92. 3. Nellie Josephine, b. Jan. 13, 1863.

93. 4. Rev. Edwin E. Merriam,b. Aug. 3, 1836, grad.

A. C, 1858. Settled in Salem, Penn., d.

Feb. 17, 1865.

94. 5. An infant son, d.
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(6.) Joseph Farwell,- Heniy,! b, Dec. 26, 1640, at Concord,

went with liis fatlier to Chehiislord, m. Dec. 25, 1666

Hannah Learned, b. in Woburn August 24, 1649, dr. of

Isaac and Mary (Stearns) Learned. Her hither, Isaac

Learned, b. in EngUind, wns the son of William and Ju-

ditli Learned, who canie from England, and were ad-

mitted to the church in Charlestown, 1632, 10, 2. Her
mother, Mary Stearns, was the dr. of Isaac and Mary
Stearns, who came from England and settled in Water-

town in 1630 Their children were,

7. I. Hannah Farwel!,-' b. Jan, 20, 1667-8.

8. ir. Joseph Farwell,'' b. July 24, 1670, m. at Chelmsford

Hannah Coburn, two children Jose|)ii, b. Aug. 5,

1696, and Thomas, b. Oct. 11, 1608. were b. in

Chelmsford. He then removed to Groton, where his

other children, eight in number, were born.

9. iH. Elizabeth Farwell,^ b. June 9, 1672, m, Jan. 1693,

John Richardson, son of Josiah Richardson.

10. IV. Henry Farwell,'" b. Dec. 18, 1674, m. Susannah, +
Richardson, (Laughter of Josiah Richardson,

11. V. Isaac Farwell,'Mn. ^
, removed from Milford to

Mansfield, Connecticut.

Sarah Farwell,^ b. Sept. 2, 1683.

John Farwell,-' b. June 15, 1686.

William Farwell,^ b. Jan. 21, 1688, settled in Groton-

Oliver Farwell,-^ b. 1691, killed by Indians.+

Olive Farwell,- b. Nov. 1692.

About tiie year 1699, Joseph Farwell- bought with Tliomas

Colburn, the Waldo farm in Dunstable, bounded south by the

Tyng farm, extending from the mouth of the brook near Tyngs-

borough meeting house, its Indian name great Naacook, to the

mouth of Howard's brook, its Indian name Little Naacook on

which Washburn's brush factory is built, and extending from the

river west to Brattle's farm. They niade a division, and Farwell

took the southern part, and by his deed, dated June 25, 1702, con-

veyed one third part of his portion of the farm to his son, Henry
Farwell.3 Joseph and Henry with their families removed to Dun-
stabb in the year 1699 and settled upon this part, Joseph residing

12.
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on the farm lately owned and occupied by his great grandson'

-John Farvvell,"* Esq., and Henry on the farm lately owned and oc-

cupied by Capt. Asa Butterfield, and long known as Butterfield's

tavern. His house, standing in a commanding position, was in

the time of the Indian wars used as a garrison house, in which, as

-reported by Fox, p. 90, 28 out of 86, or more than one quarter

part of all the inhabitants ot the place, found shelter, leaving to

be sheltered by the other six garrisons only 58 ol the people.

Joseph Farwell is styled in the old Dunstable records Ensign

Farwell, and that title appears upon his gravestone in the old

Dunstable graveyard. He was immediately after his settlement

in the town employed in various offices in the town business.

He was selectman in 1701, '1, 5, 7, 10, highway surveyor in 1706^

and on important committees in 1702, 7, 12, 16 and 17. His

will is dated Nov, 13, 1711. Pie died Dec. 31, 1722, in the S2d

year of his age.

Joseph Farwell,''^ in his will dated Nov. 13, 1711, gave to his son,

Oliver Farwell,^ the following legacy: "Item, I do give and be-

.queath to my son, Oliver Farwell, and to his heirs, executors and

administrators forever, one-half of my housings and lands I have

now in my possession, when he shall attain the age of twenty-one

years. Also I do give him one pair of andirons. Also I do give

and bequeath to him, my son Oliver, and to his heirs, the other

part of my housings and lands, which I have in possession, after

the decease of my wife, Hannah Farwell, if in the meantime of our

lives, he doth take the whole care of us both in sickness and in

health, and bestow upon us or either of us a decent burial." In

a previous item he had given to his wife " all my movable goods,

both within the house and abroad, of all sorts whatsoever to be at

her disposal forever, except one pair of andirons." There is also

added, " Before signing and sealing it is understood that all my
other children, both sons and daughters, have received their full

portion of my (estate) already," One would like to know what

there was peculiar about that "pair of andirons" that it should

be excepted from the general legacy of all movables, and given by

special legacy to the son ; but the reason, whatever it might be, is

lost in oblivion. By "housings" in this will no doubt is intended

the buildings on the farm, Joseph Farwell- died Dec. 31, 1722,
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as if? shown by his gravestone. No stone marks the place of the

grave of his wife, nor is any record found of the date of her death

Mr. Fox, in the Genealogy of the early settlers of Dunstable

omits the name of Joseph,2 thus eliminating a whole generation,

and makes Henry^ to be the sou of his grandfather, Henry^ of

Concord. Misled by this authority, Savage, Kidder and Farmer
repeat the statement that Henry-^ was the son of Henry.^

(10.) Henry Farwell,'^ Joseph,^ Henry,i by Savage, Fox and
Kidder, said to be the son of Henry of Concord, was
the son of Joseph^ and grandson of Henry.i He was
born in Chelmsford Dec. 18, 1674, He married Jnu

23, 1695-6, Susannah Richardson of Chelmsford.

The record of their marriage I copy for its quaintness

as follows, " Henry Farwell and Susannah Richard-

son entered into covenant of marriage Jan. 23,

1695-6, before Mr. Thomas Clark." Clark was a min-

ister of Chelmsford, and as appears in this and other

instances, such was his form of recording marriages

Ezekieljlichardson, Samuel Richardson and Thomas Richard-

son, brothers, came from England about 1630, and settled in

Charlestown, and when Woburn, which was Charlestown Village,

was organized and settled as a town, were among the first and

principal inhabitants. From these brothers are descended most

persons of the name in New England. Ezekiel died at Woburn,

Oct. 21, 1647. Josiah was the son and third child of Ezekiel and

Susannah, baptized at Charlestown, Nov. 7, 1635. Hem. at Con-

cord, June 6, 1659, Reaiembrance, dr. of William Underwood of

Concord, afterwards ot Chelmsford. He removed to and settled

in Chelmsford as early as 1659. He was selectman of the town

for 14 years, town clerk 4 years, a captain in the militia, and for

many years a leading and principal man of the place. He d. June

22, 1695. The inventory of his estate was £697, 5, 6. Susannah^

his eighth and youngest child, b. 1676, m Henry Farwell \
Vinton, in the Richardson Genealogy, says, " She was his second

wife, his first wife, Olive, d. March 1, 1691." The entry in the

Chelmsford record is "Olive, the relict of Henry Farwell, died

March 1, 1691," thus plainly showing that she was the widow not



17.
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it and my body to the dust to be decently buried by ray executors

hereafter named."

The inventory of his estate was £2744, equal, allowing for the

value of money at this time, to about 810,000, showing that he was

probably one of the richest men in the place, and yet I have

searched in vain for his grave. No stone marks his resting place.*

The date of his death I have not ascertained. His will was

presented for Probate Dec. 4, 1738. He gives to " my grand-

daughter, Hannah Farwell, daughter of my son, Josiah Farwell, de-

ceased, the sum of three hundred pounds of good bills of credit'

at the rate of twenty-six shillings per ounce of silver." To the

three grandchildren, "children of my son Jonathan, deceased, one

hundred pounds each." To his daughters, all married, sums, with

what they had already received, making up the sum of two

hundred pounds each. His wife Susannah, to whom he gave the

use ot all his personal estate and his homestead farm " during her

widowhood, but if mariied again to have only the share the law

would give her," was so much afiected in mind by the death of

her husband, of her son Josiah and other relatives and friends

slain by the Indians, and of her son .Jonathan drowned in the

Amoskeag Falls, that she became insane, and was removed to

Hollis, and died there in the family of her daughter, Mrs. Cum-
mings. On account of the large property given to her by her

husband's will she was put under guardianship of Dea. Benjamin

Brown of Reading, who married her daughter Susannah. The

residue of his estate he gave to his sons Henry and Isaac, who
were appointed executors of the will.

It next remains for me to detail the history and sad fate ot his

son Oliver, for whom the above provisions were made in his will.

in the hands of the clergy. They taught the people that it was in their power
to speed the soul ot the departed to bliss, or leave it in purgatory, and the
body without their permission could not be committed to consecrated earth.

Having thus the power over the soul and the Dody, and the administration
of the goods of the deceased in their hands, they could take charge of such
bequests both of soul and body. But executors in these days claiming no
such powers, this form of bequests is now seldom introduced into wills.

*This man, so busy, active and useful in his life, is buried in an unknown
grave, but in a private burying ground occupied by the families of two of his
granddaughters, I found a little gravestone about eight inches high by ten
wide, with this inscription : The twins, born, d. . Thus these buds of
being, who did not live long enough to have names, have all the immortality
that a gravestone will give.
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It is stated by Fox, p. 243, that " Oliver Farwell, son of Henry,

Sen. born 1691, married Mary Cummings." If by Henry Sen. he

intends Henry of Concord, Oliver was his grandson, and if he

means Henry Sen. of Dunstable, he was his brotlier, Oliver was

the son of Joseph Farwell,^ a man of note in his day in Dunstable,

but his name is found in Fox only once, signed first of three, of a

committee to a petition to the General Court for aid, dated July

28, 1701, p. 72. This leaving out of Joseph led to the calling

Henry of Dunstable the son of his grandfather, Henry of Concord.

(15.) OUver Farwell,^ b, 1691, m. Mary Cummings, dr. of

Thomas Cummings of Dunstable. Their children

were,

25. I. Mary Farwell,^ b. May 8, 1716.

26. II. Oliver Farwell,^ b. Nov. 19, 1717.+

27. m. Benjamin Farwell,"* b. May 14, 1720.

28. IV. Sarah Farwell,4 1). May 8, 1724.

He came of age after the date of his lather's will, and married

before his father's death, and after his lather's death was residing

with his fine little family, with his widowed mother, in circum-

stances promising prosperity and happiness ; but the sad fate of

death and bereavement was impending over them all. On the

morning of Sept. 5, 1724, news came that his townsmen, Blanchard

and Cross, had probably been killed or carried captive by the

Indians, and he was summoned to join with his fellow townsmen
in pursuit of the foe. Blanchard and Cross were engaged in the

manufacture or rather the gathering of turpentine from the pine

ti-ees standing on the north side of Nashua river, on what was af-

terwards called Indian Head. Tliere was then no dwelling on the

north side ot the river, and it was their custom to return at night

to the south side and find lodgings at Lovewell's mill on Salmon

brook. On the night of the 4th of September they came not as

usual, and the alarm was spread, that they had probably fallen

into the hands of the Indians. A party of ten of the principal in-

habitants of the place, of whom Josiah Farwell, the Lieut. Farwell

of Lovewell's fight, and Oliver Farwell, his uncle, were two, under

the command of Ebenezer French, a sergeant ot the militia?

started on the morning of the 5th of September in pursuit and

se.arch for their friends. When they anived at the place where
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Blanchard and Cross had been working, they found that the hoops

of the barrels that contained the turpentine had been cut, and the

turpentine had run out, and from the marks on the trees, made
with coal and grease,* they understood that the men had been

taken and carried off captives. Josiah Farwell called attention to

the fact that the turpentine had not ceased to spread, hence they

concluded that the Indians had been gone but a short time, and

determined on immediate pursuit. Josiah Farwell advised them
to take a circuitous route, in order to avoid an ambuscade. Un-
fortunately Farwell and French were then at variance, having a

short time before had a misunderstanding and dispute. French

imputed this advice to cowardice, and called out, " I am going to

take the straight path ; if any of you are not afraid let him follow

rae," and led on. The whole party followed, Josiah Farwell fall-

ing into the rear. The route was up the Merrimac river. At
Naticook brook, near what is known as Thornton's Ferry, they

were waylaid and fired upon by the Indians, and the larger part

of their number instantly killed. A few fled but were overtaken

and slain. French was killed under an oak tree which in 1823

was still standing in Mr. John Lund's field in Merrimac, about a

mile from the place of the first attack. Josiah Farwell in the rear,

seeing those before him fall, sprang behind a tree, discharged his

gun and ran. Two Indians pursued him. The chase was vigor-

ously kept up for some time without much advantage gained, till

Farwell, passing through a thicket, the Indians lost sight of him
and probably fearing that he might have i-eloaded his gun, left

the pursuit. He was the only one of tiie comj)any that escaped.

In his fliglit he lost his gun and his coat, and a sum of money in

the pocket. He petitioned the General Court for compensation for

these losses, and a sum of money w;is granted to him, for that

purpose. Thus he alone escai)ed at this time, but only the next

year to fall by tlie hand of the same savage enemy. Who can

fancy tlie feelings of dread anguish and distress of this poor man,

making his hurried and solitary way through the forest, burdened

with the message to his friends of tliis awful, heartrending calami-

ty. In fear of pursuit by this wily foe he hurried along through

the woods and swamps in constant dread of being overtaken and

*Fox, p. 107, says, " wax and grease," where did they get the wax?
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killed, nor could he feel :i inomeiit's safety till he reached and

crossed the tlien bridgeless river. When he came to a habitation

he had to announce his terrible messao-e, overwhelming with woe

all he met or spoke with, but little could he think or anticipate

that in less than one short year he would himself fall before the

same remorseless foe, and would be left in the wilderness, miles

and miles from any human habitation, to die a lingering death,

in pain and suffering from an incurable wound. On his way he

went, heart-broken, to tell to that family with its brood of little

childi-en, so happy on the morning of that day, the mother cheer-

ful but anxious, the grandmother serene in old age, sharing iu the

labors and duties of the household, that the father, the husband,

the son, had fiillen dead in the midst of his neighbors and

friends by the hand of the savage enemy. What lamentations?

what congregated grief in that little neighborhood ! But duty

required at the hand of the living, that the bodies of the dead

should be sought out and buried. In a mournful procession they

were brought from the wildei'ness, where scattered about they

were found lying dead, and with funei'al rites of which I have

found no description, were buried it is said in one capacious grave

in the old graveyard in the south part of Nashua, No doubt the

statements of one grave is strictly true. In the ancient graveyard

(there was then none between this and Canada,) are four modest

little gravestones, standing closely side by side with inscriptions

as follows :

MEMENTO MORI.

Here lies tlie body of Mr. Thomas Lund

who departed this life Sept. 5*^ 1724 in the

42'iyear of his age

This man with seven more that lies in

this grave was Slew All in A day

by the Indiens

This inscription was copied by me from the gravestone. Much

of its quaintness is lost in all the printed copies I have seen by

sinking the capital letters, S in sleio, A in all and A in a day and

spelling Indians. The original is a ]ierfect sample of the unlet-

tered muse of Gray's elegy.

Mr. Fox puts Lt. and Mr. Nason, Lieut., before the name of

Oliver Farwell on his gravestone. Mr. is the true reading. Oliver
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Farwel] had no military title. French was probably buried in the

part of the graveyard in which the French taniily were buried. I

have found no monument with his name upon it. No doubt the

gravestones of Lund, Farwell, Cumraings and Carter are placed

at the head ot each of their coffins.

Here Lies y^' Body
of Mr. Oliver Farwell

who Dec'' Sejitem'''

y" 5 1724 in y*"

33 year of his age.

Here lyes Buried the Body ot

Mr. Ebenezer Cumings

who Dec'' Sept'^r .5 1724 in y«

29"' year of his age.

Here Lies y^ Body of Mr.

Benjamin Carter who Dec'' Sept''

the 5'h 1724 in the 23 year

of his ase.

On the north side of the gravestone of Lund is an unoccupied

space sufficient for the four more coffins deposited in "this grave.'

These four with French will make nine, and Farwell, who escaped,

makes ten, the whole number of the expedition. Fenhallow, N".

H. Hist. Coll., Vol. 1, p. 109, states that the number of the com-

])any under French was fourteen, but the tradition in the Farwell

family always stated the number to be ten, and Josiah Farwell

in his petition for compensation for his losses, says, " I was

among the ten who were ambuscaded," and there can be no doubt

that his statement is true.

Blanchard and Cross, for whose rescue the expedition was xm-

dertaken, were carried to Canada and detained about a year, and

worked out their redemption by building a saw mill for the

Frenchmen in Canada.

The story of the battle with the Indians at Peqwacket is told

with so much minuteness of detail by Mr. Fox in the History of

Dunstable, and by Mr. Kidder, in the Expeditions of Capt. John

Lovewell as well as by Belknap and in cotemporary narratives?
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that I shall not undertake to repeat it here, but will confine what

I have to offer principally to the fate of Lieut. Josiah Farwell,

the story of whose Ibi-tunes I frequently lieard in my early days

related by Col, Bancroft. Josiah Farwell was the brother-in-law

of Capt. Lovewell, having married his sister. He had been asso-

ciated with him in most, if not all of his " Expeditions," and no-

doubt went on this, his last expedition, with an ardent desire tO'

avenge upon the savages the death of his friends, Sept. 5, 1724.

The story was related by Col. Bancroft to me more than fifty

years ago, the same in substance as is now in the printed reports.

He said he heard it repeatedly told by Dea. Noah Johnson, who
was a sergeant in Lovewell's company and was wounded in the

battle, the same ball being shot through both his wrists. Grants

of money were made to him several times by the General Court

on account of disability from these wounds.

Lieut. Josiah Farwell, early in the battle, was shot through the

body, inflicting an incurable, mortal wound. His men endeavored

to get him home with them, but he, being satisfied that his wound
was mortal, insisted that they should make no delay on his ac-

count, but leave him and make tlie best of their way to the fort

and home. They built for him a camp, and placed in it what they

could for his comfort, and left tliis brave man to die alone in the

wilderness. The next Spring liis friends went to look after his

remains. He had bent down a sapling and tied his handkerchief

to the top of it as a signal by which to find his camp, and by that

means it was readily found, and they took up his body and buried

it in the forest.

Of Lieut Farwell Col. Bancroft adds, " In personal appearance

he was said to resemble me." If so, he was in stature more than

six feet, large, well built, of a strong and powerful frame.

Mr. Fox, p. 119, states Mr. Farwell hold out to the eleventh

day, during which time he had nothing to eat but M'ater and a

few roots that he chewed, and cites Penliallow, 1, N. H., Col. p.

16. No sucli statement was made to me by Col. Bancroft and it

seems to me incrediole*that wounded as he was and exhausted by

the severe fighting through the hot day without refreshments, he

could have survived to the eleventh day with no food but roots

and water, and also that if he lived eleven days, he should not
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have reached the fort which was only forty miles from the pond.

Penhallow states that " Eleazar Davis was the last that got in,

that the report Davis gave me was, that Farwell, Jones, Frye and

Davis, who were all wounded, marched towards the fort, that

Jones steered another way and got safe into Saco, that Frye died

three days after, that Farwell held out in his return till the

eleventh day, though he had nothing to eat but water and a few

roots that he chewed, that the same day, i. e. the eleventh dayv

he, Davis caught a lish which he broiled and was greatly refreshed

therewith, but that the Lieut, was so much spent that he could

not taste a bit ; that he being now alone still made toward the

fort and the next day came to it where he found some pork, bread

etc." Such is the statement of Davis, but as neither he nor Far-

well were wounded in the limbs, it seems incredible that they

should not have arrived at the fort forty miles distant, in less than

twelve days, and that Farwell, having no sustenance but chewed

roots, (query what roots ?) and water, should with this incurable

wound have lived eleven days. Allowance may be made for ex-

aggeration on the part of Davis. Farwell's friends found his

camp by the signal he tied to the sapling, and took up his body and

buried it. About these facts there can be no doubt. That they

built a camp and left him in it, is stated by Dea. Noah .Johnson.

Gov. Wentworth of JST. H., immediately on getting news of

Lovewell's defeat, sent Capt. Chester with a company of 53 men
to "Osaby." Capt. C. in his report says :

" It raining all Tuesday?

marched but little, but sent out several scouts all that day in hopes

of finding some of Capt. Lovewell's wounded men. On Thursday

before tliey came to Osaby Pond they discovered a Track of Indians

much larger than theirs, and then Quickly found Lovewell's Fort

fast shut up, they got into the Fort where they found a consider-

abje quantity of Provisions, and sundry Things with a writeing

on a bark that the men that went out were all lost. The (next ?)

day our people heard several Indians and heard the Dogs bark r

so found they were discovered, and missing your men (that ot

Tyng's company), thought It advisable to return lest they meet

the same fate." So writes Gov. Wentworth under date of May 23,

1725, to Gov. Dummer of Massachusetts. It would seem that this

company did not go to the pond and battle ground, but after stay-

ing a time at the fort concluded to retui'n. See Kidder, p. 79.
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Penhallow, N. H. Hist. Col., p. 117, says, "about fifty men from

New Hampshire, well equipped, marched unto Peqwacket for the

like end, (that is to bury the dead) but were not so happy as to

find them, (no wonder as they did not go to the battle ground) but

Col. Tyng from Dunstable with Capt. White who went afterwards

buried twelve." Kidder adds, p. 81, Col. Tyng proceeded directly

to the battle ground, where they found and buried the bodies of

twelve who were killed whose names are given by Kidder.

CHAMBERLAIN AND PAUGUS.

In the two last stanzas ot the ballad of Lovewell's Fight, in-

serted in Fox, p. 124, I read,

"And yev our valiant Englishmeu in fight were ne'er dismayed,

But still they kept their motion, and Wyman Captain made,

Who shot the old Chief, Paugus, which did the foe defeat,

And set his men in order, and brought off the retreat

;

And braving many dangers, and hardsliips by tlie way.

They all arrived in Dunstable the thirtieth day of May."*

Mr. Fox, p. 127, says, " The statement in the last verse, that

Paugus was killed by Wyman, is not correct. He was slain by John

Chamberlain, who afterwards settled in Merrimac. After the heat

of the conflict was over, weary and faint, Paugus and Chamber-

lain both went- down to the pond to quench their thirst, and to

wash out their guns, which had become foul by continued firing.

There they met and at once recognized each other, for Paugus

was known personally to many of the company. Seeing the use-

less condition of each other's guns, they tacitly agreed to a trucei

while they were cleaning them. During this process some words

were exchanged, and Paugus said to Chamberlain, "It's you or,

I." Cautiously, but with haste, they proceeded with their work,

for it was a case of life or death. Paugus had nearly finished

loading and was priming his piece, when Chamberlain struck the

breach of his gun violently upon the ground, thus causing it to

prime itself, and shot Paugus through the heart, the bullet of Pau-

gus at the same instant grazing the head of Chamberlain."

The story is told by Sanborn, Hist, of New Hampshire, p. 106,

as follows : "Tliere is a tradition, that John Chamberlain, one of

the sharp-shooters of the age, shot Paugus. For some time they

* In the original the date is the thirteenth day of Mav.
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had attempted to shoot one another, from their coverts, but their

guns were foul, and only flashed in the pans. Being known to

one another, they agreed to go down to the water, cleanse their

guns and renew the fight. Finding that Paugus was too expedi-

tious for him, Chamberlain did not wait to withdraw his ramrod

from his gun (for the well-worn piece would prime itself, by the

aid of a sharp blow of the hand,) but fired both the rod and ball

through the heart of his foe."

Thus these grave historians repeat this story apparently without

any apprehension of its improbability and absurdity. The plain

common-sense view of the matter is thus set forth by Kidder,

''Expeditions, etc," p. 104, "John Chamberlain was of Groton, He
was one of the fortunate few, who returned with only a slight

wound, and he seems to have been equally fortunate in having

received a large share of the glory of the campaign."

"The story of his killing Paugus has had a large circulation,

and is found as a fact in several historical works. It is stated that

he and Paugus retired to the brook to wash their guns, which had

become foul by constant firing ; that on wiping them they quickly

loaded, each striving to be first, and bantering as to who should

kill or be killed. Chamberlain's gun primed itself, and he firing

first, Paugus fell, while his bullet whistled over Chamberlain's

head, leaving him unharmed. Now a moment's reflection would

show that this story is improbable if not impossible, were it not

refuted by the very best authority, viz : a cotemporaneoug writer.

By reference to the ancient ballad, in the last verse, it is plainly

stated that Ensign Wyman
"shot old chief Paugus, which did the toe defeat."

As this was written the year after the fight by one who knew
all the particulars, its veracity cannot be questioned ; and we trust

the story will not again be reported as historical truth," Col. Ban-
croft's report of this story, a tradition to which he gave little

credence, taken by me in 1825, is as follows : "John Chamberlain

of Groton was in Lovewell's fight. He was well acquainted with

Paugus. Both were behind trees, and stepped out at the same
time. Chamberlain says to Paugus, ' Now, Paugus, it's you or I.'

Chamberlain's gun went off first and Paugus was killed." Look
at the wonderful growth of this story from Bancroft in 1825 to

Fox in 1845, and Sanborn in 1875.
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Fox jDlainly and intentionally contradicts the ballad makev and

refers for authority to Symmes' Narrative and to Allen's Chelms-

ford, p. 37. All I find in Symmes is :
" CoL Tyng, who went down

to bury the dead, opened the grave in which the Indians had

buried three of their slain, one of them was known to be the bold

Paugus." In Allen's Chelrasfofd, page 37, I read " John Cham-

berlain was well acquainted with Paugus. In the course of the

engagement they discoursed familiarly together. Their guns

being foul from frequent firing, they washed them at the pond,

when Chamberlain assured Paugus that he should kill him. Pau-

gus also menaced him, and bade defiance to his threats. When
they had prepared their guns they loaded and discharged them

and Paugus fell." Allen cites no authority for the story.

Mr. Sanborn's story is greatly improved by lapse of time, espe-

cially in minute particulars, as that they had been shooting at each

other all day, from their coverts, but without success, their guns

only flashing in the pan. Wearied and discouraged by these use-

less attempts to kill each other, and agreeing that the fault was

in their guns, with a genteel courtesy, between deadly enemies,

of which there has been no such striking instance since that i*e-

ported by Homer, Book VI, line 120 to 235, ot Glaucus and

Diomedes meeting in deadly array on the field of battle, and after

a long conference about their several ancestors, agreeing to and

making an exchange of armor. The conference of Chamberlain

and Paugus was much shorter. They agreed to go down to the

water^ cleanse their gims and reneio the fight. It ought to have

been added, that the warriors on both sides, enchanted by this ex-

hibition of courtesy, ceased fighting and stood gazing and admir-

ing witnesses of the scene. The utter absurdity of the story is

apparent from the fact that never before has it been known, that

in the midst of deadly battle, the combatants by mutual agree-

ment have ceased to fight in order to goandioashout their guns,

and the additional fact that their guns having flashed in the pan,

there must remain full charges of powder and ball in the barrels,

which must be drawn before the washing could be done, and the

extreme improbability that either or both of them had, in pocket

or pouch, the apparatus needed for this operation ; and the fur-

ther fact, that after their guns had been washed they must be
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carefully wiped and dried before they could be used again, a process

requiring time that could be ill spared in the midst of such a

warm and deadly contest, for the Cromwellian maxim ^' to trust

in God and keep your powder dry," was as im])erative in an In-

dian fight as in more civilized warfare.

What a change from the simple and apparently truthful state-

ment of this tradition by Col. Bancroft, and the ornate and poeti-

cal narrative of the Professor ! No one reading the two, apart

from the connection in which they are found, could for a moment

suppose that they related to the same transaction. The ingenuity

of the historian of JNew Hampshire, in expanding a simple fact

into an elaborate and glowing narrative, is equal to the ablest per-

formance of Livy, the historian of Rome, in the same line. Mr.

Sanborn also changes the name of Ensign Robbins to Robinson,

A change of which the tendency is to mislead, for no Robbins

would look for an ancestor under the name of Robinson, and a

Robinson would look in vain for an ancestor or kinsman in the

list of the heroes of this gallant exploit.

Mr. Fox, on page 128, inserts " another ballad which he says, is

v:)f more poetic merit, written in imitation of Chevy Chase." It is

to be hoped that the ficts in Chevy Chase are more truthfully and

with more regard to probability stated than in this ballad, as for

instance,
'' John Loveweli, Cai^tain of the band,

His sword he drew that glistened bright," etc.

What was the use of a sword in Indian fighting ? A sword in

Indian warfare would be an incumbrance to the wearer likely to

serve him as Lord Chesterfield says of " an awkward fellow, when

he comes into a room, his sword, if he wears one, gets between

his legs and nearly throws him down ;" so this Indian fighter's

sword, entangled in the bushes, would serve its wearer in the

same way. Josiah Farwell's name is by this poet changed to

John Farwell, but this may be excused on the score of poetic li-

<;ense, the verse requiring a shorter name. Again, he says, Cham-

berlain was of Dunstable, all others say of Groton. Fox states

that Chamberlain afterwards settled in Merrimac. Col. Bancroft

told me that Lieut. Farwell's daughter Hannah, born Jan. 27,

1723, married John Chamberlain, who lived at the mills at the

mouth of the Souhegan river in Merrimac. It is probable that
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Chamberlain, the Indian fighter, was at tlie time of the battle from

thirty to forty years old ; if so he would have been from fifty to

sixty, if he married the youthful Hannah at her age ot twenty.

Unions of January and May were not in fashion in those days,

Allen's Chelmsford was published in 1820. This was appar-

ently the earliest appearance of this story in print. Shattuck,

Hist, of Concord, published in 1835, repeats it with much embel-

lishment taken from the Philadelphia Album in 1828. See Sew-

ell's Woburn, p. 199. In Allen's Merrimac, published in 1846, I

read, " Capt. John Chamberlain came from Chelmsford in the year

1734, and built mills at Souhegau Falls. He received three hun-

dred acres of land from the Brenton proprietors on condition that

he would erect a saw and grist mill. His mills were the first

erected in town. It is by many supposed that this Chambei-lain!

is the same that killed Paugus, the Indian Chief in Lovewell's-

fight. But such is not the fact, they were cousins. He married

a daughter of Lieut. Farwell, who was the only one who escaped

of the scouting party killed near Thornton's Ferry."

The cliildren of Henry^ and Susannali were

1. Henry,^ Henry,^ Joseph,- Henry,i b. in Chelmsford

Oct. 14, 1696, m. Esther Blanchard dr. of Capt. Jo-

seph Blanchard. Their children were

29. Eleazer,^ b. Oct 7, 1726.

30. Esther,5 b. May 16, 1730.

31. Olive,'^ b July 19, 1732. Res. in D.

II. Josiah,^ Henry,3 Joseph,^ Henry,i b, Aug. 27. 1698, in

Chelmsford, m. Hannah Lovewell, dr. of John Love-

well, and sister ot Capt. John Lovewell. He was.

the Lieut. Farwell killed atPeqwacket. Their only

cliild was,

32. Hannah,'' b. Jan. 27, 1723, m. John Chambei'laiii

of Merrimac

in. Jonathan,^ Henry,'' Joseph,'^ Henry,i b. July 24, 1700,4-

at Dunstable, m. Susannah . Their children

were,

33. Susannah,^ b. Jan. 17, 1724.

34. Rachael,5 Feb, 19, 1728+

,

35. Jonathan,'^ b. Aug, 28, 1720+.
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Rachael Farwelis m. Nov. 24, 1748, Nehemiah Lovewell, son of

Capt. John Lovewell, b. Jan. 9, 1726. They removed to Corinth,

Vermont, where he died, leaving a numerous family, Jonathan *

lived in Dunstable and owned a part of tlie farm afterwards o(

'Col. Bancroft, and other lands, was chosen to ofhces of surveyor

of h. w., fence viewer, constable, treasurer, etc. lie was drowned

in Amoskeag Falls, probably about 173U. Upon the Bancroft

farm was one of the trading houses of Cromwell the Indian trader.

In a field on this farm, Jonathan Farwell found a large sum of

money which was supposed to be hidden by Cromwell. Another

deposit was subsequently found by Col. Bancroft when plowing

on his interval field. His plow struck a stone, a matter so un-

iisual as to attract his attention. He at once suspected what it

might be, and although it was but about 11 o'clock he sent his

boy at once to the barn with the team and began to dig, and soon

unearthed a pot of money. In the Tyngsborough Centennial it

is stated that the money was in gold. He made no such state-

ment, and it is improbable in itself. There was no gold coin in

circulation at that time less tlian $5.00 in value. Cromwell

bought furs of the Indians and sold them goods. They would

not take gold for their furs, and they had no gold to pay to him

for goods. Col. Bancroft told me many times the story of finding

the money, and said that for many years, and even down to the

time of making the statement, scarce a year went by but one or

more excavations would be secretly made in this field, no donbt

in search of money. Remains of Cromwell's camp may still be

seen in that field near the place where the money was found.

(20.) IV. Susannah,-! Henry,^ Joseph,^ Henry,i b. Feb. 19, 1703,

married Dea. Benjamin Brown of Reading. I find

that he was guardian of Susannah the widow of

Henry,3 but have no knowledge of his children or

family.

(21.) V. Isaac,4 Henry,3 Joseph,' Henry,* b. Dec. 4, 1704, m.

Sarah . Their children were,

36. Elizabeth,^ b. March 12, 1726.

37. Josiah,5 b. Aug. 19, 1728.

38. Relief,^ b. Oct. 4, 1730.

39. Bunker,5 b. Jan. 28, 1732.

40. Abigail,^ b. March 11, 1734.
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41. Isaae,'^ b. Feb. 18, 1736. Isaac settled on the farm

in tlie south part of Nashua, where, in 1825,

Eppes lived, then removed to the farm where

Capt. Isaac Parker lived in Hollis. He began

that farm, then removed to Amherst and finally,

Bays Col. Bancroft, went to Penobscot. I once

supposed that this Isaac Farwell was the Lieut.

Isaac P'arwelliu Reed's Regiment in the Battle

of Bunker Hill, and afterwards a Captain of a

company in a N, H. Regiment, to the close of

the war, and who settled in Charlestown No. 4.

But subsequent research showed that Capt.

Isaac Farwell above said was the son of Daniel

and Mary Farwell, b.in Groton, March 28, 1744.

What time he Avent to Charlestown I have not

learned. He died there Dec. 31, 1791.

(22.) VI. Sarah,4 Heniy,'' Joseph,^ Henry,i b. Dec. 4, 1706, m^

Henry Parker, lived in Dunstable till Wilton was

settled, then removed and settled in that town. His

son Henry was killed in the massacre at Fort Ed-

ward in the French war. He built the first bridge

over the Souhegan river in Wilton.

23. VII. Elizabeth,^ b. 1715, m. Lieut. Timothy Bancroft.

For their family see the Bancroft family in subse-

quent pages.

(24.) vin. Hannah,^ Henry,^ Joseph,^ Henry,i b. April 4, 1719, m.

1st, Jerahmeel Cummings of Hollis. Their children

were,

42. IIannah,5 b. July 2, 1737.

43. Henry,5 b. Sept. 16, 1739+.

44. Jotham,5 b. Dec. 29, 1741.

45. Caty,5 b. Feb. 28. 1744.

46. Betty,5 b. July 17, 1746.

Jerahmeel Cummings d. date not known and she m. 2d, Dea.

Stephen Jewett. The record of their children from the Hollis

records is as follows :
" Jewett, Dea, Stephen and Hannah."

47. Stephen,^ b. Oct. 14, 1753.

48. Rebecca,^ b. Jan. 14, 1756.
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49. Noali/> Feb. 11, 1758.

50. Jonatlian,5 h. July 25, 1760.

51. Lois,-^b. May 21, 1763, ag-ed 76.

Dea. Stephen Jewett d. May 23, 1803, a?. 76. No record is

found of the death of his wife Hannah, All of Ilollis'. Of the

children of Jerahmeel Cunauiings,

Hannah,5 the eldest dr. ni. Jan. 27, 1762, James Ilobait of

Hollis,and settled in Plymouth, N. H. Henry,5 b. Sept. 16, 1739,

grad. 11. C, 1760, d. Sept, 5, 1823, a3. 84, ordained at Billerica Jan.

6, 1763, D. D., H. C, 1800. Jothara,'^ m. April 27, 1763, Anna
Brown, settled at Plymouth. Caty,^ m. Sept. 27, 1764, Thomas

Pratt of KoUis. Dea. Stephen Jewett, Jr., son of Dea. Stephen

and Hannah Jewett, b. Oct. 15, 1753, m. Nov. 16, 1878, Elizabeth

Pool of Hollis. Their children, as recorded in Hollis, were,

52. Elizabeth,^ b. June 18, 1779.

53. Stephen,'' b. July 11, 1781.

54. Nancy,*' b. May 16, 1783.

55. Hannah,6 b. Feb. 7, 1785.

56. William,6 b. Feb. 26, 1787, d. July 11, 1788.

57. Sarah,6 b. Feb. 24, 1790.

58. Polly,« b. July 8, 1792.

59. Noah,« b. Dec. 13, 1794.

CO. Samuel Gibson,^ b. Oct. 29, 1798.

Rev. Henry Cumings, b. in Hollis Sept. 15, 1739, grad. H. C.

1760, taught public school in Reading, 1761, ordained at Bil-

lerica Jan, 26, 1763, D. D., H. C. 1800, d. Sept. 5, 1823, m. 1st

Ann Lambert of Reading, May 19, 1763. Their children were,

1, Ann b. July 31, 1768. 2d, Frances, b. April 7, 1770, 3d, Eliza-

beth, b. Aug. 15, 1772. 4th, Henry, b. Sept. 9, 1774. 5th, John

b. Feb. 11, 1781. Wife Ann d. Jan. 5, 1684, and he m. 2d,

Lambert, a sister of his first wife, who died soon after the mar-

riaoe, and he married 31, Nov. 14th, 1786, Margaret Bridge, eldest

dr. of Rev. Ebenezer Bridge of Chelmsford. She was born July

25,1742. She d. date not ascertained but he survived her several

years. In the town records his first wife is styled Mrs. Ann Lam-

bert, and the 3d, Mrs. Elizabeth Briggs. The style Mrs in our

times indicates that the lady is a widow, but in those old times

it was, to add to their dignity, usually given to young ladies who
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(iiavried ministers, Of his children, nil of his first wife, I have to

report that Ann, the eldest, on unpacking her wedding- outfit after

her marriage took cold and died soon after. The name of her

husband is not given by my correspondent. The second, Frances^

HI. Dec '25, Lewis Gould, a merchant in Ashby, Mass. Slie died

S-. p. The ihird, Elizabeth, m. May 10, IT8&; Dr. William Wil-

kins. Henry grad. H. C. 1795, d. about 1830, at Louisville, Ken.,

Pinm. John m. d. about ISo-S. His only children, two
daughters, so that there is now no descendaHt of Dr. Cumings-

bearing hi.s name. Dr. Cumings wais eminent and distinguished

(n his profession. His published discourses were eighteen in num-

ber. Mr. Allen, in his funeral sermon, states that soon after his

ordination it was intimated to him that he might have one of the

richest and most res{Tt?ctabre churches in Boston, if inclined to

remove, but he entirely rejected the proposal and declared he

tvould )>ever leave his people.

(26.) Oliver Farwell,-^ Oliver,-'? Joseph,^ Henry,^ b, Nov. 19,

1717, m. in Lunenburg Dec. 25, 1738, Abigail Hub-
bard, b. in Groton, June 25, 1721. He died Oct. 12,

1808. She died Aug. 18, 1789.

She was a daughter of Major Jonathan Hubbard, Jr. and his

wife Rebecca Brown. Of her sisters, Rebecca the eldest, b, in

(xroton, Sept. 22, 1722, m. Col. Joseph Blauchard of Dunstable.

Hannah m. Col. .Joseph Willard, then of Lunenburg. He died at

Dunstable on a visit to his brother-in-law. Col. Blanchard. His

monument in the old graveyard is as follows:

"Here lies interred the body of Joseph Willard, Esq., Captain of Fort

l)uniiner, formerly of Lancaster, Lunenburg aud Wiiicliester, and Col, of a

Itegiment of Foot, who died here Dee. 5, 1750, in tlie 58tli year of liis age."

The next sister, Ruth, m. 1st. Rev. David Stearns of Lunenburg,

2d, Rev. Aaron Whitney of Petersham. The next, Mary, b. in

Groton, April 12, 1725, m. 1st, John .Jennison ; 2nd, Col. Benjamin

Bellows of Luiienburg, afterwards of Walpole, Thus these four

daughters of Major Hubbard had remarkable success in the mat-

i-imonial market.

The children ot Oliver^ and Abigail (Hubbard) Farwell were,

(U. I. Rebecca Farwell,^ b. Oct, 9, 1739+.

iVl. II. Oliver Farwell,''^ b. June 21, 17414-.
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63. III. Mary Farwell,^ b. Jan. 10, 1745+.

64. IV. Abigail Farwell,5 b. April 1, 1747-1-.

65. V. Josepli Farwell,'^ b. April 3, 1753, d. April 13, 1754.

66. vT, .John Far\vell,5 b. Dec. 8, 1755+.

(61.) T. Rebecca Farwell b. Oct. 9, 1739, m. Gen. Jonathan

Blanchard. He was b. Sept. 18, 1738, d. July 16,

1788. She d. Aug-, 20, 1811. Their children were

67. 1. Rebecca Blanchard, b. May 4, 1766, ni. Dr.

Augustus Starr. She d. Oct. 19, 1810.

68. 2. Grace Blanchard b. ni. Dec. 30, 1790,

Frederic French, b. Sept. 26, 1766, d. at Am-
herst, Clerk of the Courts. Their children,

Benjamin Frederic, b. Oct. 2, 1791, Charles, Ar-

thur, Rebecca and Edward.

69. 3. Sophia Blanchard, b. , m. Joseph Farwell,

70. 4. Abigail Blanchard, b. Nov. 20, 1770, m. Dr. Jo-

seph F. Eastman of Hollis. She d, Oct. 7,

1848. He d. Sept. 30, 1865. Their children

were, Sarah, Sophia, Charles Henry, Abigail

Blanchard, Jonathan Alfred, Joseph Fletcher,

and Augusta.

71. 5. Charles Blanchard, b, March 14, 1776, grad.

H. C. 1776, d. at Batavia, N. Y., March 16,

1811, unm.

72. 6. Eliza Blanchard, m. Thomas French, Esq., d.

1843.

(62.) II. Oliver Farwell,'^ b. June 28, 1741, m. Abigail Danforth

of Dunstable. He was an innholder at South Mer-
rimac. She d. May 1, 1840, as. 92, in New Boston at

the house of her daughter, Mrs. Clark. Their chil-

dren were,

73. I. Joseph Farwell,*^ b. 1772, m. Sophia Blanchard,

b. 1779.

74. 2. Mary Farwell, b. 1774, m.Wm. Patterson, had
one child, a daughter, who married George W.
Pinkerton, of Manchester.

75. 3. Abigail Farwell, m. Wm. Clark of New Bos-
ton

;
luul three sons and five daughters.
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76. 4. Oliver Farwell, h. , died at sea in 1812, left

one son, Oliver.

77. 5, Rebecca Farwell, h. July 22, 1782, ni. Ken-
drick W. Gordon, d. March 23, 1817, left four

children, one son and three daughters.

78. <5. Benjamin Farwell, b , d. in 1822 or 1823,

unm.

(63.) Mary Farwell, b. Jan. K', 1745, m. Dec. 17, 1767, Gen.

Noah Lovewell. He died May 29, 1820. She d.

Nov, 24, 1855, ts. 93. Their children, 1, Betsey, ra.

Hon. Jesse Bowers ; 2, Mary, m. Luther Taylor

;

3, Moody D. Lovewell.

(64.) Abigail Farwell, b. April 1, 1747, m. Feb. 28, 1769

Dea. Samuel Wilkins of Amherst, son of Rev.

Daniel Wilkins, first minister of Amherst. He was

born Jan. 8, 1742, d. Dec. -1832, aged 90 years.

She d. Feb. 4, 1786. Their children were,

79. I. Frances or Fanny, b. Feb. 24, 1770, d. unm.

80. II. Abigail, b. April 30, 1773, m. Thaddeus Kendall of

Mont Vernon ; had children, Thaddeus Richmond,

George Wilkins and Catharine Fletcher.

81. m, Arethusa, b. May 1, 1775, m. Daniel Weston of Am-
herst, had children

;

1, Samuel Wilkins, b, July 27, 1800, 2, Daniel

Franklin, b. Dec. 28, 1801 ; 3, Charles, b. May 14,

1803 ; 4, Ebenezer H., b, April 20, 1805, d. March

7, 1806 ; 5, Sarah Farwell, b. Nov. 22, 1806 ; 6, Abi-

gail Frances, b. Sept. 30, 1808 ; 7, Ebenezer Ham-
ilton, b. Feb.26, 1810 ; 8, Robert, b. May 12, 1812

;

9, William H., b. Oct. 11, 1813.

82. IV. Sarah Farwell, b. March 20, 1777, m. Daniel S. P^aton

of Boston, d. s. p.

83. V. Sophia, b. Feb. 16, 1779, m, Solomon Withers of Mid-

dleton, Mass., d. s.]).

84. VI. Rebecca, b. April 14, 1781, m. David R. Clark of New
Boston. Their children were, 1, Rebecca Towne

;

2, Ninian Ramsey ; 3, Sophia Withers ; 4, Frances
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85. VII. Samuel, b. April 16, 1783, cl. unm., supposed to have

perished in the burning of the theatre in Uichmond,

Virginia, in Dec. 1811.

Samuel Willdns was elected Dea. of the Congregational Church,

Jan. 5, 1774, resigned 1816. He m. "Jnd, Towne of Am-

herst and had Daniel Thomas and John Hubbard, H. C, 1818.

(66.) Dea. John Farwell,5 Oliverj-^ Oliver,^ Joseph,^ Henry,

b. Dec. 8, 1755, m, Dec. 7, 1784, Elizabeth Hunt

Smith of Windham, Me., b. Aug. 7, 1766. She d.

Nov. 27, 1807. He married 2nd, Sept. 12, 1820,

Dorothy Porter of Topsfield, Me. He d. 1838 a? 82-

Elizabeth Hunt Smith* was the daughter of Rev. Peter Thatch-

er Smith, b. June 14, 1731, grad. H. C. 1758, ordained at Windham

Sei>t. 22, 1762. He m. Oct. 8, 1765, Elizabeth Wendell. He d.

Oct 26, 1826. I find in Giles' Memorial, p. 329-30 : "The only

daughter of Rev. John Eliot was Hannah, who m. Habakuk

Glover, of Boston, son of John Glover, Esq., one of the original

proprietors of Dorchester. Their daughter, Rebecca Glover, was

born in Mr, Eliot's family. She became the wife of Capt. Thomas

Smith of Boston, mariner. * * * * Her son, Thomas, m.

May 9, 1701, Mary Corwin. Their son. Rev. Thomas Smith, b.

March 10, 1702, grad. H. C, 1720, ordained at Falmouth, now

Portland, March 8, 1727, d. May 25, 1795, «. 93. He m. Sept. 12,

1728, Sarah Tyng, dr. of Major William Tyng of Woburn. She

died Oct, 1, 1742. He m. a second and third wife, but his children,

eight in number, were all of his first wife. The children and

grandchildren of Dea. John Farwell-^ of Tyngsborough are as

follows ;

(86.) I. John,6 b. Oct, 2, 1785, grad. H. C, 1808, m. June 6,

1820, Elizabeth W. Anderson, sister of Hon> John

Anderson, of Portland, Maine, d. Nov, 9, 1852, s.p.

* Thomas Smith, son of Thomas Smith of Boston, ra. May 9, 1701, Mary
Corwin at Boston. Kev, Thomas Smith, his soil, b. March 10, 1702, grad.

H. C. 1720, ord. at Falmouth, now Portland, Me., March 8, 1727, m. Sept.

12, 1728, Sarah Tyng, dr. of William Tyng of Woburn. She died Oct 1,

1742. He died Mb.y 21, 1795. Key, Peter Thatcher Smith, son of Rev.
Thomas, b. June 14, 1731, grad. H. C. 1753, ord. at Windham, Maine, Sept.

22,1762, m. Oct. 8, 1765,''E!izabeth Wendell, d. Oct. 26, 1826. Elizabeth

Hunt Smith, his daughter, was b. Aug. 16, 1766, m. Dea. John Farwell of

Tyngsborough, Dec. 24, 1784, d. Nov. 27, 1801.— Giles Memorial.
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87. II. Peter Smith Farwell,« h. Jan. 11, 1787, d. 1793.

88. III. Sarah Tyng Farwell,^' b. March 9, 1789, d. Jan. 14,

1861, m. Joseph Farwell Bancroft, b. Oct. 22,1783,

d. July 8, 1850,5. ^p.

89. IV. Elizabeth Far\vell,6 b. Oct. 23, 1790, d. Feb. 1862, ni.

Hobart Clark of Sterling, Mass. Had ten children,

John ClarV Joseph T. Clark,^ William T. Clark,^

Dora Clark,7 George T. Clark,^ Peter Clark,^ Sarah

E. Clark,'^ Lucy F. Clark,''' and two died in infancy.

90. V. Abigail Farwell,cb. June 24, 1792, m. Jan. 21, 1819,

Benjamin Moors of Groton, Mass. Had two chil-

dren, 1, Rev. John Farwell Moors,'^ b, Dec. 10, 1819,

grad. H. C, 1842, ordained at Greenheld, Mass. Jan.

28, 1846, ra. May 4, 1851, Eunice Wells Smith, dr.

of Rev. P. Smith, no children ; 2, Joseph Benjamin

Moors,^ b. Oct. 9, 1831, m. Oct. 20, 1858, Mary Buck-

minster Jones, dr. of Josiah M. Jones, of Boston,

five children.

91. VI. Mary Farwell,^ b. April 15, 1794, d. Dec. 21, 1870, m.

Joseph Danforth, Esq. Had one child. Dr. James

Danforth.^

92. VII. Lucy Farwell,^ b. April 21, 1796, d. April 1821, n».

Hon. John Anderson of Portland, Maine, d s. p.

93. VIII. Clarissa Farwell,^ b. May 5, 1798, d. Feb. 1844, unm.



CtENEalogy of some branches of

the bancroft family.

The princi]);!! settlements of tlie Bancroft families in Massachu-

setts were at Lynn, Reading-, old Dunstable, now Tyngsborough,

nnd Groton ; in New Hampshire at Rindge. All these claim de

scent from Thomas, boi-n in England in 1622, who died at Read-

ing, now Wakefield, Aug. 19, 1691. In the History of Reading,

p. 43, he is called "son of John and Jane," and on pages 548, 549,

-'son of John who died at Lynn in 1637." Butler in the "History

of Groton,"" says,"the ancestor of the families of this name came very

early from England, and settled in this country. He is supposed

to have brought with him two sons, Thomas and another. The
father died at Lynn in 1637, Thomas settled in that town and

<lied there Aug. 19, 1691, leaving- three sons." The History of

Rindge merely states that he vv^as born in England in 1622, and

then briefly recites his marriage at Dedham, his removal to Lynn-

tield and death. The account in the Tyngsborough Centennial is as

follows, p. 14 :
" It seems that- the name Bancroft was formerly

Barcroft, for we find that John and Jane Barcroft came to Lynn,

Mass., in 1632. Piior to this we have no positive knowledge ot

the family. John died in 1637, leaving sons John and Thomas,

John is supposed to have gone to Connecticut. Thomas married

Elizabeth Metcalf and lived in Lynnfield. They had three sons,

Thomas, John and Ebenezer." The account given me by Col.

Bancroft was that " two brothers came from England with their

families. One of said brothers died on the passage or soon after

arrival in this country, but had several children. His widow mar-

ried a man who carried her and her children into Connecticut
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where that family settled. The surviving brother settled in Lynn,

so called, near where the meeting-house now stands." This state-

ment is copied from a written document in which the names of

some of the children and grandchildren of Tliomas^ are set forth.

These statements differ materially. Most of them claim that

Thomas was the soti of John of Lynn. The statement that the

name Bancroft was formerly Barcroft is utter nonsense. Some

one copying the name of John of Lynn found or read it Bar-

croft. It has never been found so written anywhere else, except

as copied or repeated from this instance. A careless copyist

may have written the n so that it might be read r. That this

is the whole secret of this story is apparent from the fact that

in the Lynn records, in 1638, a year after the death of John J3ar-

croft, as is claimed to be the name, a lot of 100 acres was granted

to the widow Bancroft ; so the widow of John Barcroft, wiio died

in 1637, became the widow Bancroft in 1638. Now that the widow

of John, who is said to have " sons Thomas and another," married

and carried her children into Connecticut, and that they settled

there is shown by the record found at Enfield, of the marriage Dec.

8, 1653, of Thomas Bancroft b. about 1625, to Margaret Wright.

He died Dec. 14, 1684. Also John Bancroft married at Windsor,

Conn., Dec. 3, 1650, Hannah Dupra, or Dupre, and died there in

1662. Also Ann Bancroft of Windsor, married May 13, 1647, John

Griffin. There is evidence that they were brothers and sister.

Now, here are the sons "Thomas and another" of John, according

to one account, and the several children of John carried to Connec-

ticut by the widow. One of these statements makes Thomas of

Reading the son, the other the brother of John of Lynn. If John

had a son Thomas, he was tahen by his mother to Connecticut, and

he was married at Enfield. But Thomas of Reading, was married

at Dedham, and could not be the son of John of Lynn, unless he

had two sons each named Thomas. Again if Thomas of Reading-

was the son of John of Lynn, why did his mother take her other

children with her and leave him at the age of about fifteen yeai-s

to fight the battle of life alone in the midst of strangers ? If he

was his brother, she was under no obligation to care for him.

Take the statement given me by Col. Bancroft, that Thomas was

the brother of John, and all these absurdities disappear.

It is also stated in the Tyngsborough Centennial that the second
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wife of Lieut. Bancroft was Mary Mansfield. John M. Bancroft in*

his printed chart, No. 3, gives the name Esther Mansfiekh Coh

Bancroft, who was 16 years old when his mother died, and who
lived in his father's fjimily, must have known the name of his sec-

ond wife. He told me her name was Newhall. That her name

was Mary is shown by the record in Dunstable, Mass., of the birth

of Kachel and Timothy, children of "Lieut. Timothy and Mary
Bancroft." Also by the assignment of dower to Mary, the widow

of Lieut. Timothy, a copy of which I have. John M. Bancroft

in his letter to me, dated July 28, 1877, writes, "I suppose I shall

have to give up Rashel Mansfield as you overwhelm me."

I will add further that Cajit. Ebenezer Bancroft- was the admin-

istrator ot his father, Lieut. Thomas's estate, and as such would

have the custody of his papers, and would be likely to know
whether his father was the son or brother of John of Lynn,

Lieut. Timothy Bancroft of Tyngsborough was the son of Capt.

Ebenezer, and no doubt from him was derived the statement in

writing shown me by Col. Bancroft, the son of Lieut. Timothy.

Lieut, Thomas Bancroft,^ b, in England, 1622, came with John,

an older brother, to Lynn in 1632. John d. in 1637, Thomas
m. at Dedham, Mass., Jan. 31, 1647, Alice, dr. of Miguel Bacon of

Ireland. They had one child,

1. Thomas,2 b. Jan. 11, 1648, d. Jan. 24, 1648.

She died Jan. 29, 1648, He m. 2d, Sept. 15, 1648, Elizabeth,

dr. of Miguel and Sarah Metcalf, their sixth child, b. at St. Bene-

dict's, County of Norfolk, Eng., Oct. 4, 1626. She d. at Reading,

May 11, 1711. Their children were,

2. Thomas,- b. 14, 7, 1649 at Dedham.-|-

3. Elizabeth,^ died in infancy.

4. .John," died in infancy.

5. Elizabetli,2 b, 7, 10™°, 1653, at Reading, m. Joseph Brown.

6. John,2 b. March 3, 1656, at Reading, d. 1739.

7. Sarah,2 b. 14, 1>"° 1657-8, at Reading, d. July 19, 1661.

8. Ralph,'-^ b. Aug. 20, 1660, at Reading, d. July 13, 1661.

9. Raham,2 b. June 27, 1662, at Reading, d. May 19, 1683.

10. Sarah,2 b. April 1, 1665.

11. Ebenezer,2 b. April 26, 1667, at Lynn, d. June 6, 1717.+

12. Mary,2 b. May 16, 1670, at Lynn.
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Micliael Metcalf the emigrant ancestor of the Met calf family in

New England, was born in Tatterforcl, county of Norfolk, Eng.,

in 1516. He followed the occupation of a Dornix weaver, that is^

a weaver of a kind of stuff used for curtains, carpets and hang-

ings in Norwich, county of Norfolk, His wife was born in Wayn-
ham, June 17, 1593. Seven of their children were born in St.

Benedict's and four in St. Edmundsbnry, He writes, "I was per-

secuted in the land of my fathers' sepulchres for not bowing at

the name of Jesus, and observing other ceremonies of religion

forced upon me by Bishop Wren of Norwicli," etc. One of the

charges l)rought agahist Bishop Wren by a committee of parlia-

ment was, that during two years and four months of his adminis-

tration of the Diocese, three thousand of her majesty's subjects,

many of whom used trades of spinning, weaving, knitting, weaving-

cloths, etc., some of them settirg hundreds of poor people at work,

transported themselves into Holland and other parts beyond the

sea in consequence ot his suj)erstition and tyranny. He was ad-

mitted townsman of Dedham July 16, 1637,

Lieut. Thomas Bancroft joined the Reading' settlement about

1652, and died Aug. 19, 1691. His gravestone stands in the

churchyard at Wakefield, with this inscription :

MEMENTO MOIU FUGET HOI!A.

Here lies the bodj' of

Lieut. Thomas Bancroft

aged 69 years.

The memory of the

just is blessed.

Deceased Aug. 19. 1691.

This monument is thus described in a letter from John Hawkes,

a great-great grandson of Lieut. Thomas, in a letter to Col. Ban-

croft, dated Lynnfield, July 16, 1824, " I find the letters all wrote

in CAPITALS, except a few Latin words. A sword and other im-

plements of war upon it, although it has been standing 133 years,

every letter is as visible, i. e , as plain, as on some of 20 years'

standing. I expect he was a prominent character, as he Avas buried

in the most conspicuous place in the yard, within two rods of the

meeting-house. I looked very closely to find his wife's grave, but

could not discover it." In the history of Reading, p. 568, it is
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Staled that this is the earliest date on any stone in tlie yard. He

was a good citizen and active and useful in the biisineps aftairi^;

of the town.

Capt. Ebenezer Bancroft,- son and eleAenth child of Lieut.

Thomas, was born at Lynn, April 26, 1667, d. June 6, 1717, mar-

ried May 19, 1692, Abigail Eaton, she d, March 24, 1716, " aged

about 40 years." Slie was undoubtedly the daughter of John

and Elizabeth (Kendall) Eaton, of Reading. Her name does

not appear in the list of their children in the history of Read-

ing. In that list .is Elizabeth m. —Bancroft. This I find to

be John Bancroft. In this list of the children of John and Eliz-

abeth, there is no name between the dates 1675 and 1680. If she

was fort3^ when she died, she was born about 1677. Lynn records

i^how that Ebenezer Bancroft m. Abigail Eaton. Eveiy other

Abigail Eaton in the lists of the Eaton family in the history of

Reading is otherwise accounted for, and I cannot doubt that she

was the daughter of John and Elizabeth, born about 1677, and

that iier name was by accident omitted from the record, Tlmr

children were,

13. I. Elizabeth,2 b. Nor. 9, 1696.

14. n. Sarah, b. July 8, 1698.

14. III. Ebenezer, b. Aug. 5, 1700.

15. IV. Mehitable, b. Aug. 20, 1703.

16. V. James, b. Dec. 18^ 1705, d. Dec. 9, 1725,

18. VI. Patience, b. June 14, 1708.

19. VII. Timothy, b. Dec. 14, 1709, d. Nov. 21, 1772.

20. VIII. Lois, b. July 17, 1713.

Lieut. Timothy Bancroft/ son and seventh child of Capt. Eb'

ene?er2 Bancroft, b, at Lynnfield Dec. 14, 1709, d. at Tyngsboro',

Nov. 21, 1772, m. 1st, Elizabeth, dr. of Dea. Henry Farwell of

old Dunstable, b.—^ 1715, d, Sept. 23, 1754. Lieut. Timothy

Bancroft settled in old Dunstable about the year 1730. He
owned the Bancroft farm on the main road, the first farm south

of the line of Nashua, His house was where that of Jona. F.

Bancroft, his great-grandson, now resides. The Province line run

in 1741, passed through his farm, leaving a portion in New Hamp-
shire. He was often chosen to town offices and on committees

in the business of the town of Dunstable, Mass. He died Nov.
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of allegiance had SO much infiuence on me that I was unwilling

?to be active in military movements in the commencement of the

troubles with Great Britain, and therefore declined the command
-of the company of minute men which was raised in my neighbor-

hood. But as soon as the news of the action of Lexington

reached me, I hastened to the spot, and the sight of fellow citi-

zens dead on the field, in my mind fully a-bsolv^d me from my
oath. I was then ready to engage heart and hand. I overtook

the British forces at West Cambridge, and made such use of my
gun that it was said I lessened their number. I followed them as

far as Bunker Hill."

"The captain of the company of minute men raised as above.

an old Dunstable, was taken «ick at Cambridge and went home,

and hi« company follov\'ed him. I was sent to while at Cam-
bridge, by the Committee of Safety, and requested to bring-

that company back, and accordingly consented to carry an order

to the captain. He thought himself unable to go back, and re-

fused to take the command again. By the unanimous desire of

the company, I took the command and immediately marched

them to Cambridge." His narrative of events in the battle of

Bunker Hill, will be found in another part of these pages. For
wounds received in the battle, his name was placed on the pen-

sion roll of Massachusetts^ and afterwards transferred to that of

the United States. This pension of "one quarter pay" was
granted by a Resolve passed Jan. 26, 1778, to commence Jan. 1,

1776. Among his papers 1 found the commission of his father.,

Timothy Bancroft, as 2d Lt. in Col. Eleazar Tyng's company,

signed by Gov, Shirley, dated June 26, 1754 ; his own appoint-

ment as ensign in Capt. John Alford Tyng's company in Col.

Eleazar Tyng's regiment, dated Aug. 16, 1757 ; his commission

as Lieut, in Capt. Silas Bi-own's Company dated Feb. 14, 1760,

signed by Thomas Pownal, Governor ; his commission as Capt. of

a company in Col. Bridge's regiment, dated May 19, 1775, signed

by Joseph Warren President, pro. tern. ; and his commission as

Captain of same company under " the Congress of the United
Colonies," dated July 1, 1775, sgned by John Hancock, President

;

also his commission as major of the 7th Regt. of Middlesex Mili-

tia, Col, Spalding, dated Feb. 14, 1776, signed by " the major part

of the council ;" and his commission as Lt, Col. of the 7th Regt.
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of the militia of the county of Middlesex, signed by John Han-

cock, Governor, drjted July I, 1781. Under this commission he

was in command of the ti-oops from Middlesex county, stationed

Sn Rhode Island in 1781.

He was in the battle of Bennington, and eommanded the guard

AVhicli conducted the HeiBsian troo})s taken prisoners in that bat-

tle to Cambridge ; was major in the regiment eommanded by

Col. Brooks, afterwards Governor of Massachusetts, in the cam-

paign at Vf hiteplains, and continued in the service till the close

of the war.

In civil life he was a justice of the peace, served as towi^

clerk, selectman, awd on important committees in the affairs of the

town, and particularly as chairman of a committee whicli on the

8tii of June, 1776, reported to the town strong resolutions, unani-

mously adopted by the town, for declaring independence of

Great Britain, for which see Nasou's Dunstable, p. 119 and 290.

Thus having lived a useful life, and in his day and generation

served his country as a citizen, a patriot, a magistrate and a

soldier, the evening of life found him with ample means, a happy

family, in friendship with all good men^ quietly and with confi-

dence awaiting that change which we all must meet. In Sept.

1827, by the accident of a fall, the thigh bone was broken at the

socket, and he lingered in pain several days, and finally expired

on the 22d of Sept., 1827, in the 90th year of his age. His funeral

"

was attended by a numerous crowd of descendants and relatives,

friends and neighbors and tlie general concourse of citizens. He
was buried under arms. Xason, History of Dunstable, states, p.

141, that " on the march to the grave, the band played Blue Eyed
MaryT The band was extemporized from the rural musicians of

tlie neighborhood, and it was found, when assembled, that Blue-

Eyed Mary was the only tune all could play. The long procession

reached the grave, the body was deposited, the military fired the

)>arting volley, the brethren of the 'Mystic tie,'* as they passed,

according to the ancient rite dropped the sprig of cassia upon the

coffin of this, their brother, undoubtedly the oldest mason in the

State, he having become a member of a traA'elling lodge in the

array in the campaigns in the Indian and French war of 1755, and

thus we left him to rest in peace till the resurrection.

See HarriT." Masonic Constitution, p. 110.
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The children of Col. Ebenezer and Susannah Bancroft were,

32. I. Elizabeth,- b. March 2, 176i, d. July 14, 1859 +
:^8. II. SusanMah,-5 b. May 26, 1766, d. July 8, 1838.+

34 III. Chloe,5 b. Nov. 8, 1768, d, Jan. 17, 1807.+

o5. IV. Rebecca,'' b. March 5, 1771, d. July 12, 1797.+

:56. V. Lucy,'"^ b. June 7, 177o, d. April 14, 1849.+

37. VI. Mary Dandridire,^ b. ^Tov. 21, 1775, d. Nov. 21, 1859.^^

38. VII. Ebenezer,3 b. OH. 19, 1778, d. May 6, 1858.+

39. VIII. Joseph Farwell,"; b. Oct. 22, 1783, d. July 8, 1850.*

(32) I. Elizabeth BancrotV '^i- 1785 Joseph Butterfield, Esq.

He was born in Dunstable, now Tyngsborough, March 2,

1764, and died at Milford, Me., May 15, 1847, resided in

Tyngsborough and removed to Milford. Me. They had

no children. John Butterfield, their adopted son, had a

numerous family of children.

(33) ir. Susannah Bancroft^ ni. Rev. David Howe Williston of

Tunbridge, Vt., b. at West Haven, Conn., Jan. 8, 1768,

son of Rev. Noah Williston, of West. Haven, grad. Y.

C, 1787, ordained at Tunbridge, June 26, 1793, d. Oct.

29, 1845. Their children were,

40. 1. Susan Williston,^ bapt. Dec. 11, 1796, d. April 13,

1798.

41. 2. John Paj'son Williston,'^ bapt. March 24, 1799, d.

Nov. 1, 1828, unm., was a member of Yale Col-

lege, but left before graduation, was a teacher at

the south and died ot consumption, aged 27 years

42. 3. Ebenezer Bancroft Williston,^ b. Dec, 1801, d.

Dec. 27, 1856, was professor of languages in Capt.

Alden Patridge's military school at Norwich, Vt.,

afterwards at Middletown, Conn., President of Jef-

erson College, Miss., resigned on account of ill-

health and died soon after. Married July 13, 1826,

Almira Barton, widow of Major Barton, U. S, A.

Their children were.

* In Tyngsborough Centennial, it is stated that they had eight children, but
in the list given the name of Lucy is omitted, and to make up the number
eight the name of Joseph Farwell is divided so as to count two.
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43. 1. Ellen Williston,' b. Jiuie lia, 1830. She m.

May 6, 1857, Rev. Flenry ."^teole Clarke, of Phila-

delphia. He was born Sept. 20, 181 G, and died

Jan. 17, 1864. Their children were,

44. 1. Ellen Williston Clarke,^ b. Oct. 10. 1859

45. 2. Edward Bancroft Williston,' b..July 11, 1835,

d. Aug. 19, 1835.

46. 3. Edward Bancroft Willi,ston,7 b. July 15, 1836,

ra. Jan. 20, 1868, Helen Beatrice Moore, and in

1871 Brevet Col. U. S. A.

47. 4. David Howe Williston,*' b d. 1835 in

Florida, unm.

(34) -in. Chloe Bancroft^ m March 31, 1791, Oliver Richardson, of

Chelmsford, b. Nov. 17, 1757, d. May 17, 1816. Children,

48. 1. Susan Richardson,*? b. Jan. 5, 1792, d. Feb. 12, 1836

m. Abel Fletcher, b. in Westford, Aug. 20, 1789.

Their children were,

49. 1. Oliver Richardson Fletcher,' b. Dec. 15, 1821,

m. Feb. 12, 1853, Eunice H, Fenno, res. Walthani,

50. 2. Abel Bancroft Fletcher,^ b. Jan. 28, 1823, is a

farmer in Westford.

51. 3. Sampson Fletcher,' b. Oct. 11, 1829, m. Mnrlha

A. Wright. Their children were, Carrie E.

Fletcher,8b. March 25, 1862, and Albert H.

Fletcher,8 born and died 1870.

52. 2, Charles Rich.ardson,''' b. Jan. 18, 1793, insane, unm.

53. 3. Frank Richardson,^ b. March 1, 1795, d. May 20,

1857, m. May 27, 1823, Mary Blodgett. She was b.

July 1, 1800, and d. April 23, 1858. They had,

54. 1. Mary Jane Richardson,' b. Aug. 21, 1825, d.

April 8, 1836.

55. 2. Edward Frank Richardson,' b. Dec. 4, 1831, m.

July 17, 1859, Hannah M. Roby of Nashna, b.

Feb. 12, 1818, res. in Chelmsford, farmer, on the

old homestead farm which has been in possession

of the family of Richardson more than tM'o hun-

dred years. Issue, one son^ who died in infancy.

56. 3. James O. Richardson,'^ b. July 4, 1834, ra. Eliza

Cummings of Dunstable, res. in Maiden. Issue,

Emma,^ Frank,^ Minnie.^
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67. 4. Ebenezer Ricliarason,^ b. March 1, 179C, d. Jan. 27

1876, res. Pepperell, farmer, m. Almira Reed, b. Oct.

19, 1811. Their children were,

58. 1. Oliver Richardson,^ b Nov. 7, 1S;]5, m. Lucy
Isabel Barry, b. May 11, 1840.

59. 2. Edwin R. Richardson, ni. Henrietta Altnira

Wright, b. Aug. 6, 1846

60. 5. Lucy Richardson,^' b. Jan. 27, 1801, m Jacob Chase
Issue, Cliarles Henry Chase,^ b.Oct. 1835, res. Illinois'

61. 6. Robert Richardson,'^' b. Jan. 22, I8i'4, d. ni.

Sybil Rider. Their children were, Ann P. Rich-

ardson,'^ Geoi-ge Robert'^ Richardson.

62. 7. Chloe Richardson,^ b. Nov. 14, 1806, m. Dr. Boyce
of Buffalo, N. Y. Both dead, no issue.

(35) IV. Rebecca BancrotV b. March 5, 1771, d. July 11, 1797,

HI. 1st, Jan. 6, 1790, Samuel Howard. He d. in April

or May, 1790. They had one child Rebecca, b. Oct,

25, 1790, d. Aug. 25, 1793. She m. 2d, Nov. 18,"l795.

Rev. Ebenezer Hill, b Cambridge, Mass., Jan. 31, 1766

graduated H. C, 1786, ordained at Mason Nov. 3,

1790. He died May 20,1854. Their children were,

Joseph Bancroft Hill,'' and John Boynton Hill,'^ b. Nov-

25, 1796, grad. H. C, 1821.

63. 1. Joseph B. Hill,*' after graduating, went into the

printing and publishing business with his elder

brother, at Fayettville, Tenn., and for many years

edited and published Hill's Almanac, long the

most popnlar almanac in that region ; was ordained

elder of Cumberland Pres. church at Fayettville,

Tenn., in 1830, returned to N. E. in 1840, was col-

league with his father in 1841-47
;
pastor of Cong.

church at Colebrook, and at West Stewartstown,

N. H., from 1847 to 1862, then removed to and

settled on a farm at Temple, N. H,, joined the

army of tlie Cumberland in 1864, in service of the

Christian Commission, and died by a railroad ac-

cident at Chattanooga, Tenn., June 16, 1864. He
m. Aug. 26, 1825, Harriet Brown, b. at Antrim

June 20, 1819. They had beside three children

that died in infancy.
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64-, 1. Charles Ebenezer Hill,'' b. in Colebrook, Feb.

7,1848. He left Dartmouth College before grad-

Tiation, to take the post of Assistant Prof, at the

U. S. Naval Academy at Annapolis ; now settled

as attorney at law in Baltimore, m, Kate Clayton.

65. 2. William Bancroft Hill,'^ b. in Colebrook, Feb.

17, 1S57, now 1877 member of Junior class H. U,

66. 8, Joseph Adna Hill,'^ at West Stewartstown,

May 5, 1860.

&T. 2; John B. Hill, '^ attorney and counsellor at law,

settled at Exeter, Me,, about six years, then re-

moved to Bangor, Me , in partnership with John Ap-
pleton, now Chief Justice of the Supreme Court oi'

Maine, about 20 years, then removed to Mason, the

homestead of his father. In the years 1853, 4 and 5,

he was chosen one of the representatives of the city

of Bangor in the legislature, and in 1855 he was for

several weeks speaker pro tern, in the absence ot the

sneaker occasioned by severe illness ; m. Aug, 10,

1829, Achsah Parker, of Hollis,F. H., b, June 24,

1799, she d. May 6, 1831. They had one son born

and died in March 1831.

(30) v. Lucy Bancroft,' b. Jan. 7, 1773, m. Jan 27, 1795, 1st,

Gardner Towne, Esq, b. May 1, 1765, He d. Dec. 16, 1815.

She m. 2d, Capt. Levi Warren of Alstead, whom she

survived several years. She d, April 14, 1849, Gardner

Towne, Esq., was an innholder and merchant in Stoddard,

N, H, He was a son of Israel and Lucy (Hopkins)

Towne of Milford. Their children were,
*

68. 1, Christiana Towne,« b. June 16, 1796, d. Oct. 6, 1831,

m. June 18, 1816, Jon^athan Fletcher Sanderson, d.

Oct. 15, 1835. Their children were,

1 Solon' b. May 16, 1817, d. July 19, 1819,

2. Caroline,^ b. March 26, 1819, d. April 8, 1819.

69. 3. Lucy Bancroft Sanderson,'^ b. July 4, 1823, m.

Aug. 27, 1845, Franklin B, Locke, had four chil-

dren, Charles Franklin ,8 Edward Gardner,^ Lucy

Eliza^ and Mary Louisa.*^
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70. 4. Gardner Fletcher Sanderson, b. Nov. 14, 1827, m.

Feb. -26, 1862, Harriet V. Rutledge. Their children

were, Mabel Rutledge Sanderson,^ and Maud Gard-

ner Sanderson.*^

71. t, Rebecca Bancroft Towne,6 b. Aug. 7, 1799, d, March

28, 1869, m. April 28, 1820, Isaac Duncan, b. May 29,

.1792, d. Jan. 19, 186S. Res. Stc<Mard, merchant and

farmer. Their children '.vere,

72. 1. James Duncan,^ b. Dec. 29, 1820, m. Sept. 18,

1849, Sophia C. Butterfield, b. Aug. 24, 1826.

Their children were James Lewis,^ Alice So-

phia,'^ Charles Isaac;^ Lewis Butterfield,^ John
Butterfield^^ and Edward Dudley.-''

73. 2. Chiistiana Duncan,"^ b. April 8, 1822, m. Oct.

6, 1846, Elbridge Gerry Dudley. Their child-

ren were, Susan Ida Dudley,* Christine Maria

Louise Dudley.^

74. 3. Snsan Emeline Duncan,'' b. May 27, 1824, d.

May 16, 1831.

75. 4. Rebecca Letitia Duncan, b. Sept. 14, 1826.

76. 5, Susan Green leaf Duncan,^ b. March 22, 1832,

d. Oct. 6, 1833.

77. 6. Susan Maria Duncan,' b. Sept. 29, 1835, d.

Oct. 11, 1851,

78. 4. Cleon Gardner Towne," b. Jan. 6, 1803, d. May 4,

1850, m. Sept. 15, 1836, LucindaB, Copeland, b. May
21, 1815. Their children were,

79. 1. Cleon Dudley Towne,^ b. Nov. 24, 1837, m.
March 2, 1859, Helen Azubah Scripture, b. Dec. 1,

1841. Their children were, Cleon Gilman,8 Helen
Lucinda,* Blanche Dudley;^

80. 2. Archelaus Copeland Towne,^ b. Jan. 1, 1840, d.

Nov. 4, 1862, at Port Royal, S. C, orderly officer

of Maj. Gen. Mitchell.

81. 3. Edward Bancroft," b. Oct. 13, 1846. Cleon G.

Towne's widow m. Oilman Scripture of Nashua.
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82. 5. OiT Noble Towne,^ b. June 5, 1806, d. April 7,

1854, m. May 10, 1829, Louisa Atheitoii Carlton

-

b. Oct. 29, 1807. Their children were,

83. 1. Oi r Noble Towne,' b. 1830, d. Dec. 22, 1831,

84. 2, Orr Noble Towne," b. Nov. 24, 1833, ni.

March 8, 1880, Hannah Conelly Taylor, b. April

7, 1842. Their children were, 1, Louisa Carl-

ton,«b. 1863, d. 1865, 2, Orr Noble Tuvvne,^ b.

March 5, 1867. 3, Edith Elvene Towne,^ b. Feb.

3, 1870.

85. 6. Ebenezer Bancroft Towne,^ b. Dec. 14, 1809, m,

1, Aug. 1, 1838, Almeda Wilson. She d. Oct. 21,

1845. No children. Married 2nd, Feb 12, 1854,

Chloe Adeline Giliuore, wid. of Henry T. Gil-

more, dr. of Sylvanus B, and Polly (Hodges)

Braman, b. April 22,1822. Their children were,

86. 1. Almeda Wilson,^ b. 1855, d. Sept. 11, 1857.

87. 2. Edward Bancroft Towne."^ b. July 20, 1857.

88. 3. Etta Buffington Towne,b. Aug. 21, 1832.

89. 7. Lucy Bancroft Towne,^ b. Sept. 14, 1811, m Feb.

3, 1831, Thompson Chandler, b. Oct. 25, 1805,

lies. Macomb, 111. Their childi-en were,

5)0. 1. Solon F. Chandler,7 b. Dec. 13, 1833, at

Cincinnati, Ohio, m. Dec. 1, 1862, Mary F.

Calkins, b. in Bangor, Me., Nov. 8, 1834.

91. 2. Albert B, Chandler,'^ b. in Macomb, 111., Nov.

20, 1838.

92. 3. Mary Almeda Chandler," b. in 111., Sept. 5,

1841, m, Feb. 1, 1865, Crosby F. Wheat, b.

April 1, 1835, Their children, we;-e, Lucy Al-

meda Wheat,8 b. July 7, 1866, Mary Elmira

Wheat,8 \y^ June 29, 1869.

Three children of Gardner and Lucy Towne died in infancy.

(37) VI. Mary Dandridge Bancroft,"^ b. Nov, 14, 1775, d. Nov. 21^

1859. Her baptism gave occasion for this remarkable

paragraph published in the Essex Gazette of Jan. 18,

1776, "January 7, This morning the sixth daughter of
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Cq)t. Bancroft of Dunstable was baptized by tlie name

of Mary Dandridge, the maiden name of Gen. Wasli-

ington's lady. Tlie child was dressed in butf and blue,

with a S])rig of evergreen on its head emblematic ol'

His Excellency's provincia] aifection.'' I have long

wondered how this should be found in the Essex Ga-

zette, and supposed the Esses Gazette must liave been

j)rinted at Salem, but in Drake's Fields and Mansions

of Middlesex, it appears that the Essex Gazette of that

«lay was printed in Cambridge, The maiden name of

Gen, Wasliingtou's lady was Martha, not Mary, and

Dandridge, not Dundridge, as in the Tyngsborough

Centennial. Her name is Mary Dundridge in the fam-

ily Bible. She m. 1st, .Jonathan Barron. He was born

in Chelmsford 17G9, il. -. She m. 'id, Ben-

jamin Brooks. She d. at Alstead, N. H , Nov. '21, 1859,

Their children, all of her first husband were,

1)3. 1. Mary,6b. 1797, d. 1854, m. Moses Pierce,

merchant in Boston, born in Chelmsford .

d Their children were,

94. 1. Winslow Smitli Pierce," b. , 1819, M.

D. Dartmouth Col. 1841. Res. Indianapolis,

Ind., m. Hendricks, a sister of Gov.

Thomas A. Hendricks.

95. 2. Franklin Bancroft Pierce,'' b. Jan. 17, 1822, in

Boston. Blacksmith, m. at Rochester, N. Y.,

May 5, 1843, Melissa Harriman. Three children

96. 3. Rev. George Barron Pierce,' b. Feb. 7, 1824,

in Boston, m. at Rockfield, Ohio, Oct. 4, 1834,

Mary Britton. Five children. Presbyterian

minister. Re?. Pleasanton, Michigan.

97. 2. Oliver,^ b. d. lost at sea 1827, m. 1826, Sarah

E. Story, res. New York. He was a sea captain,

lost at sea, 1827. She d. 1869. Their only child,

Harriet Olivia,' b. 1828. She m. 1852, Benjamin

T. Briggs of Fair Haven. Their children weie, 1,

Sarah "6livia,'^b. 1854. 2, Isabella E.,'^ b. 1856,

d. 1864. 3, Benjamin T.,? b. 1859. 4, Harriet

B,,8 b. 1861, d. 1868. 5, Madeline A,,^ b. 1864,

6, Isaac E.,^^ b. 1867.



82 KEMHSriSCE^S-CES OF OLD DTJJfSrABLE-,

98. 3. Harriet BaiTon/>b. 180{),cl. 1852, num.

99. 4. George Barron,'? b. Mar. 1802, d. Dec. 21, 1828, uniii

100. 5. Rebecca Dandridge Barron,"? b. Aug. 27, 1805, m.

March 18, 1827, Charles Stearns, b. June 24, 1794,

d. May 2, 1868, res. Walpole, N. H. Cliihlren,

101.
,;

1. Rebecca,^ b. Oct. 6, 1828, d Nov, 1, 1828.

102.
'

2, Mary G.,^ b. March 21, 1831, d. Oct. 20, 1852.

103. 3. Rebecca B.,^ b. Feb. 28, 1834, d. June 21, 1835,

104 4. Helen F.,^ b Nov. 25, 1836, d. Aug. 10, 1839,

105. 5. Frances A,'^ b. March 25, 1839, m. Dec. 25,

1859, Sihis Milton Bates, b. Nov. 14, 1814, res.

Walpole. Their children were, 1, Mary G ,^ b.

March 10, 1861, 2, Edward S., b. Dec. 3, 1864.

106. 6. William Barron,« b. Sept. 24, 1810, m Feb. 13, 1835

Eliza Carpenter, b. Dec. 29, 1812. Their children,

107. 1. Eliza E.,' b. July 16, 1836, d. Sept. 12, 1 863.

108. 2. Helen E.,^ b Dec. 29, 1837,

109. 3. William F.,' b. May 4, 1840, d. Oct. 1 0, 1843.

110. 4. Louisa R.,'^ b. Jan 31, 1843.

111. 5. Mary F,,' b. May 28, 1847, d. Aug. 16, 1850.

112. 6. Frances A ,^ b. July 21, 1850.

(38) viT. Ebenezer Bancroft,^ Esq., b. Oct. 19, 1778, d.May 6, 1858,

m, Hannah Towne, b. Aug. 28, 1776, sister of Gardner

Towne, res. Tyngsboro' farmer. She died October 13,

1870. Their children were,

113 1. Hannah, b. Jan. 1806, d. March 20, 1830, unni.

114. 2. Ebenezer Bancroft,6 b, Dec. 21, 1807, ra. Dec. 22,

1835, Jane R. Kezar, b. April 4, 1809. Children,

115. 1.. Hannah J. Bancroft,'^ b. June 4, 1837, m,

Erasmus Holmes. Their children were, 1, Per-

sis J. Holmes,8 2, Sarah J. Holmes,*^ 3, Ellen

L. Holmes.*

116. 2. Susannah E. Bancroft,' b. March 14, 1839, d.

Feb. 27, 1860, unm.

117. 3, lydianna Bancroft,' b. Aug. 13, 1840, d. Jan.

19, 1865, m. Charles L. Di-ake. He died March

1864. One child, Charles E. Drake,* b. July

8, 1863.
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118. 4 Sarah E.,7 and Ebenezer,^ twins, born Oct.

13, 1846. Sarali E. BancrolV m, Rosaverous

Brown, Children, 1, Alonzo Brown,^ 2. Fred-

eric Brown,^ 3, Jane Redfiehl Kezar Brown,**

res, California.

119 5 Ebenezer Bancroft,' ni July 5, 1871, Carrie A,

JSichols.

120. . 3. Susannah Bancroft,*^ b, Ai)ril 9, 1810, n.,

Gardner Towne, b. . Their children were,

121. 1, Lydia E. Towne,' m, Charles E, Moore.

122. 2. Hannah E. Towne,' b. April 5, 1817, d .

123. 3, Ebenezer B, Towne,^ b .

124. 4. Lydia Towne Bancroft,^* b. July 31, 1814, m.

Charles O. Perhatn, b , d . She d _

Tlieir children were,

125. 1. Lydia E. Perham,- b. J:ui. 1, 1840, m. IL H.

tlafliday of Troy, N". Y.

126. 2. Susan J. B. Perhani,' in. Samuel A. Rich-

ardson, California.

127. 3. George O. Perham,' b. Sept. 1, 1841, m.

Fanny E. Bennett. Children, 1, Ellen L.

Perhani,« b. March 1, 1869. 2, George B. Per-

ham,8b. Oct. 14, 1870.

128. 4, Hannah E. Perham,' m. Thomas Harjier,

California,

129. 5, George Bancroft,^ b. Nov. 15, 1817, grad. D. C.

1839, attorney and counsellor at law, Boston, ni-

Sarah G, Farley, dr. of B. M. Farley of PLdlis.

130. 6. Joseph F. Bancroft,*^ b. Nov. 11, 1821, d. Oct. 27

1849, unni.

(39) VIII Joseph Farwell Bancroft,'^ b. Oct. 22, 1783, d. July 8,1850,

ni. Sarah Tyng Farwell, b. March 9, 1789, d. Jan. 14,

1861, 8.2).

(24) IV, Abigail,-i b. May 9,1740, d. March 28, 1818, m. Silas

Thompson, b," 1734, d. April 25, 1800, Res.

Chesterfield, N. H. Their children were,
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131. 1. Anna,5b. May 26, 1756, d. May 11, 1784, m.

Pliilil) Barrett of Hinsdale. One child, Sally.*'

132. 2. Silas,5 b. April 1, 1758, d. July 11, 1764.

183. 3. Abigail,^ b. June 15, 1760, d. Feb. 4, 1800, m Jo-

seph Howe. Had six children, settled in state of

New York.

134. 4. Sarah,5 b. Sept. 6, 1762, d. Nov. 15, 1849, ni„

Charles Carpenter. Had live children.

135. 5. Kebecca,5 b. Jan. 13, 1765, d. Nov. 25, 1819, in.

Dec. 25, 1794, John Kendall, b. Feb. 25, 1763, d.

March 22, 1883. Had five children.

136. 6. Josiah,5 b. June 18, 1767, d. , m. Esther,

Gates. Had six children.

137. 7. Mary,5 b. March 28, 1769, d. May 1, 1854, in.

Aaron Carpenter. Had five children, most of

them settled in Wisconsin.

138. 8. James,5 b. March 21, 1771, d. Feb. 1859, m. Dec.

25, 1794, Margaret Robertson, b. April 11,1774,

d. April 23, 1846. lies. Champion, N. Y. Ha I

seven children.

139. 9. Silas,5 b. Feb. 14, 1773, d. Nov. 10, 1857.

Silas Thompson emigrated to the state of New York and set-

tled in Herkimer Co. about 1795. He went with nothing but hi:?

axe and knapsack and a strong will, to seek his fortune among the

forests and hills of that county. His first wife was Katy Carr,

who lived with hira about sixteen years, and died leaving one

daughter, who died soon after her mother. His second wife was

Nancy Jackson, whom he married about 1816. He died Nov-

10, 1857, aged 84 years, 11 months. His wife died in August,

1858, aged 69 years. He accumulated a fortune of $100,000.

They had four children.

140. 10. EIizabeth,5 b. May 4, 1775, d . Of Eliza-

beth I have failed to obtain any account.

141. 11. Judith,5 b. June 14, 1777, d. Nov. 14, 1860, m.

John Pierce, b. June 1, 1780, d. April 27, 1857.

Res. Chesterfield, had ten children.

142. 12. Ruth,5 b. July 26, 1779, d. March 16, 1847. Of

Ruth I have failed to obtain any account.
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143. 18. Samuel,5b. Dec. 4, 1781, <1. Nov. 11, 1S51. m.
Esther Pierce, b. Sept, 29, 1791, they had six chil-

dren.

144. 14. Timothy,''^ b. Nov. 17, 1784, d, Sept. 1, 1864, m-

Ellen Phillips, b. Dec. 17, 1788. They h.ad three

children.

(25) V. Sarah,* b. Sept. 6, 1743, d. June 28, 179S, m. Feb. 8, 1766

James Robertson, b. March 8, 1741, d. March 19, 1830'

res. Chesterfield, N. II. Their children were,

145. • 1. Elizabeth, b. Feb. 10, 1767, ni. Bromley of

Plattsbiirg, J\. Y , d. s p.

146. 2. James,^ b, ^Oct. 81, 17GS, m. Kingsley of

Chesterfield. Had three sons and two daiig-hters,

147. 3. Sarah,5 b. March 24, 1770, m. Martin liitter,

Methodist minister, d. s. p.

148. 4. Anna,-^ b. Oct. 7, 1771, m. Daniel Gould, re-

moved to New York. Mad a inimerous family.

149. 5, Louis,s April 15, 1778, d. young, unm.
150-51. 6 and 7. Twins, b May 17, 1775, d. unnamed,
152. 8 Lucy,5 b. -July 21, 1776, d. young.

153. 9. Tiniotliy,'^ b. April 9, 1778, d. Feb. 2, 1815, m.

first, Betsey Siu:ionds, They had two children,

She died and he married second, Oct. 12, 1807-

Lucinda, dr. of Dea. Jonathan Bancroft of Tyngs-

borough.

154. 10. Lucy,Mi. Oct. 17, 1779, m. Gardner Tarr. Had
six children.

155. 11. SybiI,.o b. May 28, 1781, in. Holmes,

156. ^12. IIannah,5b. Jan. 17, 1784, in. Jonathan Nichols,

Had four children,

157. 18. Alexander,5 b, Sept. 19, 1785, d. Dec. 29, 1869,

m. 1st, January 2, 1817, Lucinda, widow of his

brother Timothy, m. 2d, Jan. 24, 1844, widow
Anna Dutton. Had seven children, all of first

wife. Res Chelmsford,

158. 1 4, Ebenezer,5 b July 7, 1787, m. Feb. 28, 1810, Phila

Walker, b, April 24, 1790. Had four children.

Res. Chesterfield.
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(26) vi. Capt. James,-^ b. Oct. 26, 1745, d. March 2, 1832, aged SO,

fiirmer in Nelson, N. H., and Rockingham, Vt. He
was in the secret service in the Revolution, m. probably

in 1772, Lucy Whitney, dr. of James and Lucy Whit^

ney. She d. May 22, 1840, aged 85 1-2 years. Their

children and grandchildren are as follows :

Timothy, who died young.

Lucy, " "

Polly,

James, b. Jan. 11, 1779, d. , 1865.-f-

John, b. Jan. 18, 1781, went to Boston and died

June 25, 1823.

Charles, b. May 4, 1783, d. in 1856.+

Hepzibah, b. Oct. 1, 1785, m. Eleazar Albee, re-

sided at Rockingham, Vt., d. March 22, 1833.

166. 8. Lucy, b. Jan. 23, 1788, m. Henry Read, resided in

Medina, N". Y., sons, George and Jehiel, merchants

in New York.

167. 9. Mary, b. Aug. 10, 1790, at Rockingham, Vt., m.

March, 1810, George G. Bradshaw, Montpelier, Vt.

168. 10. Timothy, b. at R., 1793, d. Feb. 2, 1801.

169. 11. Thomas, b. at R., 1795, d. March 22, 1801.

170. 12. Lois. b. at R., July 17, 1797, m. Samuel Walker,

of Paris, N. Y. Their son, Rev. Charles Bancroft

Walker, Liverpool, Onondagua Co., N. Y.

15f).
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175. 5. James, d. infant.

176. 6. Lucien, Bancroft & Son, hardware, S[)art:i, Wis.

177. 7. James Madison, l>. Jan. 25, 181'i, at Roxltui-y,

Vermont -j-

178. 8. George W., b. Oct. 23, 1814, at Rockingham,

Vt., res. New Buttalo, Wis.

171). 9. William H., b. Rockingham, Vt., July 23, 18ir.,

res. Elma, N. Y.

(6 )
Charles,* Capt. James,^ Timothy,^ b. at Nelson, May 4^

1783, m.Oct. 20, 1805, Sally Preston, dr. ot James, P.

He d. Feb. 13, 1856. She d. April 19, 1858, aged 70,

Res. Union, Broome Co. N. Y., farmer. Their childi-en.

180. 1. Edward, b. Rockingham, Vt., July 13, 1806, m.

Mary Holmes, 1828, res. Waterville, Me, d.

One son, Edward, res. Cambridge, Mass. Trader.

181. 2. Azubah, b. Aug. 12, 1807, m. Samuel Woodcock,

May 1842, d. Sei)t. 1863. res. Union, N. Y.

182. 3. Betsey, b. Aug 26, 1809, m. D. K Goodwin,

shoemaker, res. West Rush, N. Y.

183. 4. Caroline, b. 1811, d. 1814.

184. 5. Sarah, b. Aug. 13, 1812, d. Feb. 13, 1849, m
Daniel Boswell, Union, N. Y,, farmer.

185. 6. Infant, d.

186. 7. Mahala, b. May 21, 1815, d. 1862, m. Wm. Wa-
terman, farmer, Michigan.

187. 8. Infant, d.

188. 9. Charles Preston, b. March 26, 1818, m. Feb. 13,

1841, S. A. Hoose, Trumansbuig, N. Y., cabinet

maker, Life member Am. Bible Society.

189. 10. Leonard F., b. Nov. 14, 1820, m. Rebecca Brig-

ham, Union, N. Y., farmer.

190. 11. John O., b. Feb. 18, 1824, m. Delia Ilooze, Tru-

mansburg, N. Y., cabinet maker.

191. 12. Ellerf B., b. Nov. 28, 1825, farmer, d. Union,

N. Y., Sept. 22, 1 849.

(2.) Eleazar,6 James,^ James,^ Timothy,'^ b. at Rockingham,

Vt., Dec. 12, 1801. Res. at Elma, Erie Co., New York,

farnier, m 1st, April 24, 1824, Candac^ Webb, dr. of
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Luther and Dorothy (Wheeloek) Webb of Rocking-

ham, Vt. She d. Oct. 1, 1828. He m. 2nd, Elizabeth

S. A., dr. of Dr. Ezekiel and Elizabeth (Washburn)

Bissel of Randolpli, Vt. Children of 1st wife were,

192. 1. Joseph Webb, b. May 24, 1825, rector of Em-
manuel Episcopal Church, Hastings. Mich.

193. 2. Albert Carlton, b. Nov. 27, 1826, m. , One
dr., res. Crittenden, Erie Co , N. Y,

1G4, 3. Alonzo Clinton, b. Nov. 27, 1826, m , res.

Elma, N. Y., one dr. living, a son and two drs. d.

By his second wife he had,

195. 4. Candace Webb, b, Feb. 20, 1833, at Randolph,

Vt , m. E. B. Blake, d. Aug. 5, 1857 or 1859, in

Globe Village, Southbridge, Mass. One dr., Can-

dace Bancroft Webb.

(7.) James Madison,^ James,"^ and James,^ Timothy," b. Rox-

bury, Vt., Jan 25, 1812. Upon his marriage removed

to New Hartford, Ct., thence in 1839 to North Haver-

jiill, N. H., blacksmith and farmer, m. 1st, Catherine

Augusta Chapin of Walpole. She died Nov. 2, 1842.

Their children were,

196. 1. Arvilla Eliza, b. New Hartford, Feb. 6, 1837, ni.

at Worcester Sept. 3, 1856, Franklin E. Pulsifer,

]-es. Bricksburg, N. J. Their children were,

197. 1. Lizzie May, b. New Haven, July 21, 1858.

198. 2. Fanny Balana, b. Freehold, N. J., Sept. 6,

1865, d. Nov. 22, 1867.

199. 8. Frank Bancroft Pulsifer, b. Oct. 15, 1868, at

Bricksburg, N. J.

200. 2. William Eugene, b. Dec. 9, 1838, Ord. Sergeant

2nd N.H. Regt. three years, 1st Lieut., 5tli U. S.

Infy, about two years. Farmer in Montana, unm,

201. 3. Mary E.,b. Nov. 24, 1840, at Haverhill, m. Jan.

12, 1859, Smiley Tilton, New Haven, farmer.

He m. 2nd, 1843, Almira J. St. Clair, of Haverhill. Children,

202. 4. George Lewis, b. Dec. 1844, d. Dec. 1846.

203. 5. Helen Maria, b. June 3, 1846, m. April, 1868,

Allen Baxter, cabinet maker, Lewis, Iowa.

204. 6. Josiah Wilson, b, Oct. 7, 1847, carpenter.
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205. 7. Laui-n Ayer, h. June 15, 1852. TeaclRT in Ne-

braska, 1873.

-20a. 8. Emma Jane, b. May 22, 1854, m. June 4, 1872,

Artbur Roberts at Dunlap, Iowa.

VII. Lois, b. May 10, 1748, m. Samuel Parsons.

VIII. Dea. .Jonatban, b Aug. 11, 1750, resided at Tytigsborougk

on tbe ancestral farm, m. April €, 1773, Martba Green

of Groton. He d. July 11, 1815. Sbe d. at Cliester-

field, N. H., Marcb 15, 1843, aged 93 years. He was by

trade a tanner, but mostly a farmer, was a sergeant in

Capt. Ford's company at tbe battle of Bennington.

He resided on tbe bomestead of his fatber Timotby.

Tbeir cbildren were,

207. 1. Major Jonatban, b. Feb. 9, 1774, d„ 1838, m. Sarab Tay-

lor of Dracut, farmei', lived on tbe obi Brancroft farm.

Had ten cbildren, 1. Sarab, b. Feb. 20, 1799, d. Marcb

16,1872. 2. Mary, b. Feb. 5, 180L 3. Abiab, b. Mar.

25, 1803. 4. Julia, b. Feb. 15, 1805. 5. Jane, b. July

3, 1807. 6. Rebecca, b. Aug. 25, 1809, d J une 8, 1859.

7. Jonatban, b. June 21, 1811. 8, Epbraim, b. May
15, 1813, d. June 8, 1859. 9. Martba, b. June 1816, d

Mar. 9, 1817. 10. Martba, b. June 6, 1818, d. Sept, 1851.

(7.) Jonatlian, b. June 21, 1811, m. Dec, 2, 1838, 1st, Eliza

Jane Kendall, b. Dec. 22, 1817. 2nd, Ellen Kezar.

I'be cbildi'en by tbe first wife were,

208. 1. Ellen Eliza, b. Marcb 12, 1840.

209. 2. Mary Jane, b. July 25, 1842, m. Hale Wesson of

Boston.

210. 3. Almira Adelia, 1). May 10, 1844.

211. 4. Jonatban Franklin, b. June 24, 1847, spent a year

at Agr. College at Amberst, m. Helen A. Kidder.

Two cbildren, 1. Horace Timotby, b. July 1, 1873.

2. Edna, b. Dec. 21, 1874. He lives on tbe an-

cestral farm being tbe fiftb occupant in succession

212. 5. Sarab Emma, b, Nov. 21, 1748, m. Cbarles

Burrows.

(8.) Epbraim, b. May 15, 1813, d. 1873, m Coburn. In-

mate of Ins. Asylum, Worcester, son Gustavus m Mary

M. Viallof Vt., res. at Worcester, upholsterer and real

estate agent, served througb the war in a N. Y. regt.



00 REMINISCENCES OF OLD DUNSTABLE.

213. Daughter Mnud, b. May 5, 18G7.

II. IsaaCyb. Apiil 29, 1776, la. Mercy Coburn, went to Spring--

field, 111. Had cliildren Jose])li Colbuni, Ti?nothy„

Benjamin, Liicmda,

III. Martha, b. Oct. 29, 1778, m. Aaron Parlin.

IV. Mary, b. Jan. 31, 1781, m Ebenezer Swan, 18 1, b. 177(>.

Hed. in July, 1858. She d. April 29,1859. Their

great granddaughter, Frances C Swan, in. Timothy

N. Robertson of Chesterfield, N. H.

r. Elizabeth, b. July 3, 1785, m. Philip Clement, moved to

Brockville, Canada, where lie d. Aug. 10, 1884. She
d. June 10, 1851. Tliey had seven children, four living

in 1871, all married and had large families, they re-

moved to Belleville, Canada ; Avidow and children re-

moved to Paris, Ohio.

VI. Lucinda, h. Oct. 2, 1787, m. Timothy Robertson, d. Sept.

28, 1842, at Chesterfield. He d. Feb. 2, 1815. Shed.

vii. Sarah, b. Dec. 7, 1789, m. May 20, 1813, Nathan Jones,

les. at Mont Vernon, removed to Belleville, Canada, 4

children.

VIII. Timothy,'^ Jonathan,-^ Timothy,'^ b. P^eb 22, 1792, settled

near Liberty, Clay Co., Mo., d. July 4, 1832, or 33, one

of the early victims of the cholera, m. Aug. 25, 1825,

Nancy Bodkin, dr. of George Davis of Ross Co. Ohio.

She m. 2nd, John Poorman, had five children of this

marriage and d. in Utah Nov. 3, 1869. Children of

Timothy were,

214. 1. Martha, b. June 13, 1826, in Clay Co., m. Jan.

24, 1850, John J. Johnson, architect and builder,

St. Joseph, Mo. Held many public offices there.

Removed to Helena, Arkansas. Nine children.

2. Elizabeth, b. June 28, 1827, m. June 27, 1858,

Harvey Dillon. He d. at St. Josephs, Nov. 7,

1867. She is a seamstress, has earned her own
living and lived in her own house for the past

twenty-three years, and has furnished most of this

record of her father's family.

3. Mary, b. Oct. P, 1824, m., husband dead, resides

with her daughter at Boise city, Idaho.
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IX. Benjamin, M. D., b. Sept. 13, 1796, studierl with Dr.

Daniel Adams, author of Adams' Aritlimetie, long so

popular with school teachers, grad. Dart. Col., 1823,

settled for practice at Londonderry, then Chesterfield,

then Weathersfield, Holland Purchase, N. Y., m. Emily,

dr. of Ornius Doolittle, b. at Hampton, N. Y., Oct. 26

1811. She was a cousin of Senator Doolittle. He d.

May 3d, 1865. Children all baptized and confirmed in

St Clement's church, (Ep.) at Weathersfield Spa, N. Y-
217. 1. Martha Boyden, b. April 7, 1831, m. March 27'

1850, Dr. G. L. Carliart, Mont Vernon, Iowa?

d. Dec. 16, 1868. Three children.

218. 2. Mary Caroline Edwards, b. Jan. 5, 1834, ra. Apr.

16, 1857, Rev. Amos B, Kendig, Mont Vernon,

Iowa. Two children.

219. 3. Elizabeth Clement, b. March 12, 1886, m. March

20, 1856, N. R. Stedman, publisher.

220. 4. Ormus Doolittle, b. April 8, 1841, enlisted from

Carroll College, Mt. Vernon, Iowa, in the Union
armj^, was killed in the battle of Pea Ridge, Ark.,

March 8, 1862, in the medical department, a young

man of much promise and highly esteemed. A tab-

let is placed to his memory in St. Clement's church.

221. 5. Lydia Doolittle, b. Aug. 19, 1844, m. March 30,

1864, A. J. Wheeler, tanner at Weathersfield Spa.

Three children.

222. 6. Helen Eunice, b. Jan 9, 1848, m. June 22, 1870,

Dr. Frank E. Bliss of Weathersfield. No children.

223. 7. George Benjamin, b. July 15, 1850, now in busi-

ness for Stedman, Brown & Lyon, publishers,

Philadelphia. Two children, died in infancy.

DEA. THOMAS BANCROFT OF READING.

Dea. Thomas,2 Thomas,i b. 1649, m. 1673, Sarah Poole. He
was an officer in King Philip's war and selectman several years.

His ninth child, Capt. Samuel, b. 1693, m. 1st, Sarah Nichols, 2nd,

Sarah Leathe, 3d, Mehitable Fitch. He was captain, selectman,

representative, died 1772, aged 79 years. His son, Samuel, born

1715, m. Lydia Parker. He was a deacon, justice of the peace,
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selectm.'in and representative, (1.1782, aged 67, His wife d, 1818^

aged 93. Of his children, Samuel, b. 1736, was a judge in Nova

Scotia ; Mary,b. 1742, m. Kev. Francis Lovejoy, and was an ances-

tress of the martyr Lovejoy ; Elizabeth, b. 1746, m. 1st, Nathan-

iel Cheever, 2nd, Hon. Nathan Weston of Augusta, Me , and was

the motlier of Chief Justice Weston of Maine ; Aai-on, b 175.")

was Dr. Bancroft of Worcester, fnd fatlier of George Bancroft,

the historian, who was born Oct. 3, 1800 ; Lucy, b. Feb. 23, 1758

ru, Dr, .Joseph Grey of Nottingliam West, now Hudson ; and of

Mason, b. 1751, at Providfence, R. L
Dr. Joseph Gray m.Lucy Bancroft, 1780. Their children were,

Henry Gray, M. D., b. March 27, 1782, d. Aug. 24, 1863 ; Lucy, b.

Feb. 5, 1786, m. Aug. 26, 1805, at Mason, John Brown ; Joseph

Gray, M. D., b Feb. 9, 1788; John Gray, b. March 28, 1790;

LydiaGray, b. June 19, 1793 ; Isaac Gray, b. July 20, 1795 ; Han-

nah Gray, b. 5an. 17, 1800; Henry born in Hudson, all others in

Mason.

Dr. Henry Gray, b. March 27, 1782, d. Aug. 24, 1863, m. Nov.

23, 1808, Margaret Carpenter, b. Aug. 1787, d. Nov. 22, 1837.

Their children were, 1, Henry Car[>enter Gray, b. at Mason, Jan, 7,

1810 ; 2, Isaac Franklin, b. Jan. 7, 1812 ; 3, Mary,b. Nov. 22, 1S12
;

4, Lucy, b. Jan 22, 1815 ; 5, David Bancroft, b. May 6, 1817 ; 6,

Andrew Jackson, b. Oct. 23, 1820 ; 7, Margaret, b. Feb. 9, 1822 ;

8, Hannah, b. July 9, 1824 ; 9, .Josepli Jefferson, b. Dec. 2?, 1826
;

10, John Billy, b. April 1, 1829. Res. Londonderry, Vt.

Henry Carpenter Gray, M. D., b. in Mason Jan, 7, 1810, r.i.

March 31, 1834, Jaennette Bullions, b. Sept. 24, 1813. He d. at

Camliridge, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1877. She d. June 13, 1852. Their

children were, 1, Mary Bullions, b. June 22, 1835 ; 2, Henry, b.

April 23, 1837 ; 3, Margaret, b. Jan. 20, 1839 ; 4, Eliza, b. March

27, 1840; 5, Henry, M. D., b. Sept. 6, 1842 ; 6, Robert Liston, 6.

Oct. 17, 1844 ; 7, Charles Adams, M. D., b. July 24, 1846 ; 8 and 9,

Florence Carpenter and Francis Jaennette, twins, Aug. 24, 1848
;

10, Annie Rice, b. March 30, 1850. Res. Cambridge, Vt.

Charles Adams Gray, b. July 24, 1846, m. Oct. 25, 1871, Nellie

A. Joslin, b. March 25, 1871, res. Brattleboro. Their children

were, 1, Florence Templeton, b. Jan. 31, 1873 ; 2, Annie Joslin, b,

June 11, 1875; 3, Charles Liston, b. Ai>ril 15, 1877.



GENEALOGY OF SOME BRANCHES OF

THE FLETCHER FAMILY.

Edward H. Fletchei- of New York, publislied in 1871, a very

full genealouy of the descendants of Robert Fletcher of Concord

the result of researches made by him with great care and much

expenditure of money, time and trouble. It is an 8vo of 379

l)ages. No doubt he will furnish copies on application by any

one. iNo descendant of Robert Fletcher who shall purchase the

Ijook will fail to find in it liis money's worth, or will regret the ex-

penditure. As this book is accessible to all who have an interest

in its contents, T shall be sparhig in my extracts from it. I will

ulso refer all who are connected with the Dunstable branch of this

tamily to the mine of information they will find in Nason's His-

l(^ry of Dunstable.

Robert Fletcher, born in England in 1592, came to this country

early in 1630, and settled in Concord in 1635. His name and

that of Henry Farwell appear in the list of names of the church

first organized in Concord, His three sons, Luke, William and

Samuel, all born in England, came with him. His youngest son

Francis and daughter Cary were born in Concord. He d. April

3d, 1677. His son William, born in England in 1622, was admit-

ted freeman at Concord in 1643, m. April 7, 1645, Lydia Bates,

went to Chelmsford in 1653, and took up about 300 acres of land on

which most of the city of Lovvell is now built. A portion of this

tract has remained in his family to this day, and is owned and occu,

pied by William Fletcher, his descendant in the 8th generation.

Their children were Lydia, Joshua, Mary, Paul, Sarah, William, Es-

ther and Samuel. Of these I am now only concerned with Joshua,

b. March 30, 1648. He m. May 4, 1668, Grissies ;
Jewell she d^

Jan. 16, 1682, and he m. 2d, July 18, 1682, Sarah Wiley. He d]



04 REMI?flSCEJfOES OF OLD DUXSTABLE.

Nov. 21, 1718. Of his children, Joseph, .son oftlie'id wile, born

June 10, 1689, at ChelmsforcJ, m. Nov. 17, 1712, tSarah Adams of

Concord. She was born in 1691, and d. April 24, 1761. He (h

Oct. 4, 1772. They settled and lived in Weslford. As I read that

Kenry Adams came from England, and bi ought, eight sons with

him, I shall not attempt to look up our Sarah's connection with

her English ancestors, for that would be an endless task Their

children were Josepli, Benjamin, Timothy, Thomas, Sarah, Edith,

Pelatiah, Joshua, Ruth and Mary.

Joseph Fletcher, their eldest son, b. in Westford, July 0, 171o,

m. Elizabeth Underwood, May 21, 1735. Slie was b. Feb. 2, 1714,

d.Nov. 23, 1802. He d. July 17, 1784 Other family I find

Joseph Underwood b. 1681, d. Jan. 19, 1761, m. Susniinidi Parker

b. 1689, d. Feb. 18, 1769, res. Westford. Their children weie

Joseph, a minister ; John, drowned while in the army ; Timothy d.

in Putney, Vt ; Phinehas, d. m Merrimac; James, d. in Litchtiehl
;

Thomas
; Mary, m. Col. Buckley ; Elizabeth, m. Jose[)h Fletcher :

Ruth, m. Joshua Reed; Susannah, d. young; Anna, m. Benjamin

Spaulding; Bethiah, m. Oliver Prescott.

The children of Joseph and Elizabeth were, Elizabeth, Thomas.

Jonathan, Susannah, Amy, Sarah, Joseph, Lucy and Phiiieas.

Susannah, b. Oct. 27, 1743, m. Col. Ebenezei- Bancroft of Tyngs-

borough. For her descendants see the genealogy of the Bancroft

family, and for that of the other children of Joseph and Elizabeth,

see the Fletcher genealogy.

Of Dea. Joseph and Elizabeth 1 copy from the Fletcher Gene-

alogy the following sketcli

:

"About the time of their marriage they removed to and settled

in Dunstable, where he bought six hundred acres of land foi

about twelve cents an acre, then an almost unbroken wilderness.

Here he lived fifty years subduing .ind i-.iltivating the land, and

was blessed Avith a competence as the icsult of his industry. He
was a leading man in the community, and a pillar in the church,

a good citizen and a devoted Christian. He died July 17, 1784.

All his nine children followed him to the grave, eight of them

with their companions.

The homes of Dea. Jose})h and his sturdy sons, in close proxim-

ity, are interesting relics *of by-gone days. About a mile and a

half from Dunstable, Mass., village, on the HoUis road, we cross

Jointgrass brook, and ascend the hill beyond, and then leaving
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tlie old school-house on the left, we see a few rods to the west, :iii

old-fashioned two-story dwelling with c:i]).'ieious l):inis. Here

lived Thomas, the eldest son of Dea. Josejih, and reai'ed his nu-

merous family. The house where Joseph, the third son, settled

and lived many years, stands a short distance north and frontiug

the south, surrounded by five tall l)Uttonvvood trees. Still farther

north, about an eighth of a mile, a tall buttonwood and four elms

stand guardians of the ancient liomestead, wiiei-e the father lived

and died. His son Phirieas, his grandsoji ^lark and his gre:il

grandson George W., have in turn owned the sacred spot.

From this point, looking to the west of north, distant aliout onc-

I'iglith of a mile, stand two liouses about a >t<»nc's throw npart

.

The one with tall buttonwoods was the residesice of Jonalhini, the

second son of Dea. Joseph. In the (tther lived Joiuitlian's son

Samuel. From Blanchard's hill may b.' si'en the church st)ii-cs of

Pepperell, Hollis and Londonderry. The (buighters .-ill married

and settled in the vicinity. It is related that the tamily gather-

ings ' were enormous tor nunibers, such as the present day <d'

small families cannot produce. Such thanksgivings I'
"*

*Our fathers havini; lied fnan the old world across the oce^iu to escape tin^

persecution of the Kuglish Cliurch resolved tint no usages of that church
should he permitted to mislead the youth and corrupt the morals of the new
world, therefore the General Court, in 1659. passed a law. "That whoever
should be found observing any such day as Christmas, or the like, either by

forbearing labor, leasting, or any ether way, ujx)n any such accounts, as

aforesaid; every person so offending, shall for every such olfence, pay five

shillings, as a fine to the country." Prior to 1662 the General Couit pas^ifd

a law, making it penal to use the Common Prayer book of the Church ni

England.
In CroniweU's time keeping Christmas was forbidden in England. Evelyn

notes in his diary, Dec. 25, 1854, (pagci 242,) "Christmas Day, no public offices

in thechuiches, but penalties on observers, so I was constraineil to celebrate

it at liome.''

Thus Christmas being abolished and iorbidden, and any one who should eiU

a mince pie on that day, would do so under the Jiability of a penalty of live

shillings. Thanksgiving day took its place and was kept and celebrated with
tamily gatherings and feastings; fast day on some Thursday of April took
the place of theGood Friday of the English Chuich. Our fathers bore testi-

mony against that church, but now " Fast day " has become idmost a farce,

and ' 'Thanksgiving day " is waning, and Christmas coming into favor, as

Kitufdism, or rather Romanism, is increasing in the Episcopal chuich, both

in England and iti this country, and its ministers are not ashamed to serve

Home, though fed by and living on Protestant money and means.
In Sanborn's History, p. 52, I find this note, "Occasionally we read of

^^lome of the customs of the days of the Puritans. At Dunstable Mass., in

1651, dancing at weddiuas was forbidden; in 1660, William Walker was im-
prisoned a month for courting a maid without leave of her parents." If any
such laws or proceedings were passed or had at Dunstable in 1651, it nuist

have been by the Wamessett Indians wlio were at that time llie only inhalii-

unts of the place.
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Dca, Joseph Fletclier :iii(:lliis fuinily are found in Fletcher Book,

Part V, descendants of Jose])]), horn June 10, 1689. In part

VI is the family of Josiah, who was horn in Chelnisfovd, Mass
near where the jiostoffice now is. In Lowell, his home farm com-

]uised the thickl}-- settled part ot the city of Lowell He owned
the shad lishery, and as that gave~him an income of a thousand

dollars a yeai- it made liini one of the most opulent farmers ol

Chelmsford. He was noted for his generosity and proverbial foi'

his maiiy kind deeds. He sold his home-farm to the cor])oration,

and mo\eil np to Dunstable, having bought the Gen. Blanchard

faiiii, now the Little place, where lie died in 18o2. He was that

year elected a member of the Legislature, and it was a saying that

he gave away more meals of victuals than any hotel between Con-

cord and Boston. He reared a fmiiiy ot eight children, and ot

ihat large fimily there i-emains but one, the wiilow of the late

Hon, Jesse Bowers. With her anijile means she has devoted

herself to the care of bi'others ajid ten<lerly cared tor a sister

as only a sister can do. After they jiassed away she li:vs gone

out by the road side and done tor the jioor what few have done

The tutnre historian of the Fletcher family will find of the race

none that ha\e praclically ilhistrated the works of a Christian life

more than Laura Fletcher Bowers.

tiKNEALOOY OF SOJIK 1;KA?s( IIK.S OF TlIK FAilll.V oF .lA^NIiiS

I'UTLKU OF WAT^:Ii]•o^^'^\

In tlie genealogical tables of the Fai-well and .Tones families in

the foregoing pages, the names of eleven of the fourteen cliildren

of my fathei-, llev. Ebenezer Hill, are included and I have thought

it not imin-o]KM' in the table now to be presented, to set forth a

genealogy of the I'emaining bi'anch of his family, wliich is as

follows :

James Cutleri came from England and settled at Watertown in

1034, He married Ids third wife Phebe Page, about 1662. She

was the daughter ot John Page, and Phebe, his wife, who came

from Dedham, Ei'g., in 1G30 and settled in Watertown. James

Cutler^ d. May 17, 1694, aged 88 years. Jolm Cutler,2 tenth child

of James and fii'st of Phebe, was born at Watertown March 19,

1668. He m, Jan 1, 1694, Mary Stearns. She was the daughter of
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Isaac and Sarah (Beers) Stearns, Ixini at Watertowii Oct S, 1063

•

He died Sept. 24. 1714 Slie died in Fel). 24, 17:]:!. She was a

i;Tanddatn4hter of Capt. Richard Beers, wlio came from England

and settled in Watertowii, and was -admitted a freeman Maich Hi

1636-7. lie was selectman and representative of Watertowii

many years, and held botli offices when lie was killed in battle with

the Imlians, Sejit. 4, 1678, at Northfield, Mass. His (h-mohter

Sarah, Ids second (;liild, married .Finie 24, 1660, I^a:u> Sle irn>,- Jr,

He died Anti'. 2, 1676, and his wi(h)W m. July 22, Thomas

Wheeler of Concord.

Isaac Stearns' came ti'oiii Knuhind in KioO, and settled at

Watertown. He died June ID, 1671, leaving- a widow Mary,

who died April 2, 1677. He left a large estate for those times

appraised at £524,04.00. Their son Isaac Stearns,^ Jr., m. Sarah

J>eers, whose daughter Mary married Jolin Cutler."

The third cliihl of J(.hn Cutler- and Mary Stearns was Capt.

Ebenezer Cutler," born in Lexington, originally a part of Water-

town, and in that p.-irt of Le.vingLon wliich is novv Lincoln, on the

farm which was first in Watertown, then in Lexington, and now

ill Lincoln. He was born July 24, 1700, and married Ann Whit-

ney of Concord, He died Jan, 17, 1777. She died Aug. 24.

1793. It was his son Elislia, who m. Mrs. Mary Cutler.

John Whitney, aged 3."), his wife Ellen, aged 3(», and sons

John, aged 11, Richard, aged 9, :N'athaniel, 8, Thomas, 6, and

Jonathan 1, embarked at London for Xew England, in April, 1635.

Jonathan Whitney, born in England in 1634, m. at Water-

town, Oct. 30, 1656, Lydia Jones. Their second child Jonatiian.

1), Oct. 20, 1658,111. Sarah (probably Hapgood ) Their

sixth child Anna, born May 22, 1702, married Ebenezer Cutler.

Their fifth child, Sarah, b. at Lexington, Sept, 5, 1736, married

Samuel Hill. Of his parentage nothing is certainly known. The

lunue is common in Cambridge and vicinity. No record of their

family has been found. He was born in Boston in 1732, and died

at Mason, N" H., June 21, 1798, aged 66 years. She died at M;i-

son, Dec. 30, 1808, .aged 73 years. They lived in Cambridge, in

which town their only children were born, Samuel, b. in 1764, and

Ebenezer, Jan. 1766, Sarauel died in Mason, May 23, 1813, and

Ebenezer at Mason, May 20, 1854, in the 8!Jth year of his age

and 64th of his ministrv.
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1. I. llev. Kbeiiezer nill,,<^rarl. IT, C, 1780, onliuned at Mason,

Nov, o, 1790, married 1st, by Rev. Saiiinel Dix, of

Townseiid, February 2, 1791, Polly Boynton. She

was the daiigliter and sixth cliild of Nathaniel

Hoynlon and Kebecca Barrett his wife, 1) at Westford

MaVeh 26, 1705. She d. March 2, 1794. Their chil-

dien were,

2. 1. Ebenezer, born Oct. 10, 1791, d May 10, 1875.+

3. 2. Polly, b. Jan. 13, 1793 -j-i .

4. 3. Sally, b Jan. 13, 1793.+ j

^'''"^•

(2.) Ebenezer Hill, Jr., b. Oct. 14, 1791, by trade a printei',

married at Fayetteville, Tenn., Feb. 12 1824, Maiy

Tate Bryan, eldest daughter of James and Eliza-

beth (Neely) Bryan, b. Feb. 26, 1799, in Pendleton,

Co., S. C. She ii at Fayetteville, April 19, 1871. He
d. at Manchester, Tenn., May 10, 1875. Their

children were,

5. 1. Elizabeth b Jan. 13, 1825, nnm.

6. 2. Ebenezer, b. April 8, 1826 +
7. 3. Daughter born Sept. 25, 1827, d. same day.

8. 4. Emiiy Ann, b. Nov. 1, 1828.+

9. 5, Edward Stearns, b. July 22, 1830, d. at Jackson,

Miss., Sept. 25, 1833.

10. 6. James Bryan, b. June 6, 1832 -f

11. 7. Sarah Catherine Houghton, b. Dec. 22, 1835, d

July 15, 1861.

12. 8. William Joseph, b. April 11, 1838.+

All born at Fayetteville.

(6.) Ebenezer Hill, farmer, resides near Kelso, Lincoln Co.,

Tenn., m. May 20, 1856, Ruth Ann Gregory, dr. of

Tunstall and Elizabeth Gregory, b. in Lincoln Co.,

Tenn., Nov. 14, 1827. Their children were,

13. 1, Mary Emily, b. in Franklin Co., Tenn., Feb. 15,

1860, d. July 1, 1861.

14. 2. William Brown, b. in Lincoln Co., Tenn., Dec.

26, 1862.

15. 3. Ebenezer Boynton, b. in Lincoln Co., Tenn.,

Oct. 4, 1865, d. June 27, 1867.

16. 4. Cora May, b, in Fayetteville, May 26, 1869.
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(8.) Emily Ann Hill, m. SejU. 21, 1869, Dr. James Edwin

Hough, sou of E))liraiin and Jevusha Hough, b. Oct,

26, 1821, at Hamptonville, N. C. Physician, druggist,

and dry goods merchant at Manchester, Tenn.

(li).) James Bryan Hill, m. Nov. 26, 1868, Maggie Collins

Beardon, d, of Alfi'cd and Maiggie Beardon, h. in Lin.

Co., June 11. Their children were,

17. 1. Charlie Bright, b. Sept. 1, 1869.

18. 2. Mary Bryan, b. April 17, 1871.

19. 3. Alfred Ebenezer, b. Feb. 8, 1874. AJI at

Fayetteville. He resides at Fayettevilh^, watcl:-

maker and jeweller.

i^l2.) William Joseph Hill, m. Sept. 17, 1873, Maggie Tabitha

Eldridge, daughter of Bowlin and Susan Eldridge, b.

at Fayetteville. Their children were,

2i». 1. Katie Eldridge, b. at Fayetteville, Dec. 14,

1874. He is a farmer and resides near F., Tenn.

(3.) Polly Hill, b. Jan. 1.3, 1793, m. Jan. 17, 1813, Timothy

Wheeler, son of Timothy and Sarah (Hubbard)

Wheeler, b. in Mason, June 15, 1783, resided in Mason,

«1. Jan. 21, 1854. Their children were,

1. S;;mnel Ilublanl, b. Oct. 20, 1813.+

2. EbeneziT, b. Aug. 7, 1815, d. Nov. 17, 1^^42
-f-

3. Wiiiiam. b. Der. 20, 181^ d. Oct. 7, 1822.

24. 4. Mary, b. Feb. 13, 1820, d. Oct. 5, 1822.

5. 1 iniuthy, h. May 9, 1822, d. Aug. 15, 1824.

26, 6. Timothy, u. Aug. 17, 1824.+

7. William, b. May 19, 1S27, d. Oct. 10, 1852.+

28. s. Edward Boynton, b. Mar. 20, 1829, d. May 9, 1851.

29. 9. Joseph Bancroft, b. Sept. 26, 1831, d, Feb. 24,

1833.

30. 10. Abbie Maria, b. Aug. 13, 1837.+

31. 11. Mary Frances, b. Sept. 23, 1839.+

(21.) Samuel H. VVheeler, m. Jan. 9, 1845, Mary Ames, dr. ut

Joel and Sally Ames of Mason, b. Dec. 18, 1814, d,

March 4, 1 859. Their children were,

32. 1. Clara Ann, b. June 19, 1816.
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33. 2. Horace Boynton, b. Nov. 13, 1850.

.34. 3. Frederick Martin, b. .June 1852, d May, 1856.

35. 4. Addie Laura, b. Aug. 28, 1858.

Mary, wife of Samuel H., d. March 4, 1859. He married 2d,

Nov. 11, 1862, Sophia Augusta Campbell, dr. of Henry and So-

phia (Lund) Campbell, b. in New Boston, May 22, 1828. Their

children were,

36. 1. Freddie Campbell, b. Aug. 20, 1866, d. Sept.

22, 1866.

37. 2. Charles Henry, b. Sept. 2, 1868.

(32.) Clara Ann Wheeler, m. Nov. 28, 1873, John W. Converse

of Springfield. Lawyer. She d. May 15,1875, s. p.

(33,) Horace B. Wheeler, m. Nov. 24, 1874, Mary Emma
Bullard, dr. of Silas and Elizabeth (Blair) Bullard.

(22.) Ebenezer Wheeler, m. .July 27, 1840, Maria Magoon, in

Warsaw, 111. One child died aged 6 mos,

(26) Timothy Wheeler, m. Nov. 27, 1845, Ann Maria Hard-

ing. She d. Dec. 6, 1859. He m. 2d, Feb. 20, 1862,

Eliza A. King. Children of first wife,

88. 1. Plora, b. m. William Hall, of Plymouth,

Mass.

39. 2. George, b. .

40. 3. Frank, b. .

CliildriMi of second wife,

41. 4. Annie M., b. 18G7.

42. 5. Robert C,b. 1871.

43. 6. Everett D,, b. 1873.

44. 7. Iniiint, b. 1875.

St'vcial children died in intaney.

(^7.) William VYheeler, m. Dec. 21, 1848, Sarah C, dr. of

Elislia .Joi'.es Merriam, and Lucy Rebecca Lane, his

wife. He d. Oct. li>, 1852. She d. June 22, 1853.

Their children weie,

45. 1. Henry E, b<M-n Aug. 22, 1850, d. 1877.

46. 2. William, b. Oct. 7, 1852, d. July 30, 1871.

(30 ) Abbie Maria Wheeler, b. Aug 13, 1837, d. April 12,

l'>70, m. May 31, 1857, George W. Scripture, son of

Charles and Prudence (Webber) Scripture, b. Nov
n, 1823, l^licir children were,
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47. 1. Josephine Maria, b. Nov. 28, 1858, <1. Nov. 28.

1877.

-IS. 2. Franklin Pierce, b. Nov. 24,1861, d, Aun. 2M,

1863.

4!i. o. Herbert Everett, b. Sept. 18, 1864.

50. 4. Anna Bertha, b. Sept. 17, 1867.

(31.) M:uy Frances Wheeler, b. Sept. 23, 1839, ni, May 20.

1860, Orrin M. Scripture, son of Chas. and Prudence

(Webber) Scripture. Their children were,

51. 1. Klatie O., b. , d. Aug. 1, 1863.

52. 2. Frederic P., b , d. Aug. 31, 1863.

53. 3. Edward Wheeler, b. May 21, 1864.

54. 4. Arthur Percey, b. Sept. 29, 1866,

55. 5. Mary Josephine, b. Sept. 25, 1876.

(4.) Sally Hill, b. Jan. 13, 1793, m. Oct. 10,1813, Josiali

Merriam, son of Ezra and Susannah (Eliot) Merriani,

b. in Mason, April 19, 1790. Blacksmith and farmer,

resided in Mason, in Mason Village, in Exeter, Maine,

and in Garland, Maine, where he died Aug. 17, 1876.

Their children were,

56. 1. Artemas, b. Oct. 14, 1814.+

57. 2. Polly Boynton, b. Aug. 2, 1816, d. Dec. 15, 1821.

58. 3. Ebenezer Hill, b. July 24, 1820, d. Aug. 17, 1825.

59. 4. William Bancroft, b. March 17, 1823, d. Aug.

27, 1825.

60. 5. Sarah Elizabeth, b. Oct. 23, 1825.+

61. 6. Charles Ellery, b. Oct. 20, 1828.+

62. 7. George Parker, b. July 8, 1832.

(56.) Artemas Merriam, b. Oct. 14, 1814, m. June 16, 1842, An-

gelina Fogg of Deerfield, N. H. Their children were,

63. 1. Leander Otis, b. May 5, 1843, m. Dec. 22, 1870.

Georgiana Maria Humphrey of Petticodiac, N. B.

They have three children, one dr. and two sons.

(60.) Sarah Elizabeth, b. Oct. 23, 1825, m. Jan. 28, 1843, Leb-

beus Oak, harness maker. Garland, Me. Their children

were,

64. 1. Henry Lebbeus, librarian in tlie Bancroft library

San Francisco.
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65. 2. Sarah Adeliza.

6(). 3. Oi'a, now on a ranch in Nevada.

67. 4. Orman, minor at home.

(61.) Cliarles Ellery, b. Oct. 20, 1828, m. May 15, 185S, El-

leanor W, Seward. No children.

(62,) George Parker, m. Priscilla Tnfts of Lynn, Mass , shoe-

maker, Lynn, Mass. No chiWren.

Nason, p. 215, in the list of physicians in Dunstable, Mass.,

says :

" Dr. Nathan Cutler practiced in town before the Revolution

and acted as a surgeon in the war, He lived on the road near

Spit or Cutler's brook, a little north of the state line." I trace his

descent from James Cutler,^ Thomas,2 b. about 1648, d. July 13,

1722, m. Abigail , res. Lexington. Had Benjarain,^ his 7th

child, b. July 4, 1697, d. Nov. 2, 1776, m. Mary -. Their 5th

child, Elizabeth,^ b. May 11, 1732, m. April 7, 1761, Jacob Ken-

dall of Dunstable. Her brother, Nathan,-* their 8th child, b. Aug.

iS, 1738, was no doubt Dr. Nathan Cutler of Dunstable, who died

Feb. 2, 1S30, aged 91 years. It is probable that his sister, married

and settled in that town, was an inducement for him to settle there.

He was a worthy man and much esteemed. He was a member of

the Committee of Safety of Dunstable in the times of the Revo-

lutionary war. In the first volume of the records of Dunstable,

N, PL, is an entry by which it appeal's that Dr. Cutler, a member
of the Committee of Safety for that town, met with the com-

mittee at Amherst, to investigate the charges of Toryism brought

against Mr. Joshua Atherton of that towm, of which he w^as found

guilty by the committee and sentenced to imprisonment in the

jail at Exeter, and that Dr. Cutler's bill for time and expenses in

that business was allowed and paid by the town of Dunstable.



SOME NOTICES OF THE TYNG FAMILY.

The town of Tyngsborough derived its name from that of the

Tyng family, some members of which were from the earliest times

of the settlement after the grant, among the most prominent, ac-

tive and influential citizens of old Dunstable, and so continued

for a long period of time. And now as the family name is not

found in the male line of descent, it seems fitting that some no-

tice of prominent individuals of that family should form a por-

tion of these " Reminiscences." They resided in what is now
Tyngsborough, and were owners of a large part of the territory

now included in its limits. In addition to what has already

appeared in these pages, I present the following more detailed

account of some members of the family.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM TTXG OF BRAINTEEE AND BOSTON.

In Fox's Dunstable, p. 250, is a brief account of Edward Tyng
and his family, but no mention is made of his brother William

Tyng. I have found no mention of this William Tyng in any

account of the family that I have seen, except in a pamphlet of

eight pages, by Rev. Timothy Alden, Jr., printed in Boston in

1808, entitled, "Memoirs of Edward Tyng, Esquire, of Boston,

and of Hon. William Tyng, Esquire, of Gorham," in which this

very brief notice is all that is given to this William Tyng. "Wil-

liam Tyng and Edward Tyng, two brothers, came to New Eng-

land about the year 1630. The former, who spent his life at

Braintree, in Massachusetts, left no posterity." A search in the

volumes of the Genealogical Register shows that neither of these

statements is true. He had valuable estates at Braintree, but

spent much, if not most of his life in Boston, and instead of leav-
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ing no posterity, his descendants, now to be found among us-

may be reckoned by thousands, and among them are many emi-

nent men, and honorable women not a few. He took the Free-

man's oath March 13, 1638-9. As the right to vote and to hold

office was by the law at that time given only to those who had

taken this oath, it is probable that he took it soon after his arrival

in the country. Probably he was married, and his first child was

born in England. That he owned houses and valuable real and

personal estate in Braintree is true, but that he had residence and

did business in Boston, is apparent. In the inventory of his

estate he is styled " of Boston." He was at the time of his death

the treasurer of the Colony. In Boston is the record of the birth

of his children and of the death of himself and his wife. That he

was of Boston is shown farther by this record. " The 27"* Daye of

the 11*'' month, 1639. Also all y' have businesses for y^ Towns
men's Meeting are to bring y'" into Mr. Leveritt, M' William Ting

or to Jacob Elyott before y*^ Townse Meeting." The birth of his

children and death of himself and wife are recorded in Boston as

follows :

Elizabeth the daugh*'' of William Ting and Elizabeth his wife

was borne 6", 12°, 1637.

Annah the daugli''' of William Ting and Elizabeth his wife was

borne 6° (11^') 1639.

Bethiah the daugh''' of William Tyng and Elizabeth his wife

was borne 17° (3°) 1641.

Mercie the daugh'"" of William Ting and Elizabeth his wife was

borne 13° (11°) 1642.

Capt. William Tyng dyed 18, 11, 1652.

Jane, wife of Capt. William, dyed 3, 8 1652.

This record shows that his wife Elizabeth died after 1642 and

that he married a second wife, Jane . It appears by the

inventory of his estate, in which he is described as of Boston, that

he owned houses, farm buildings, cattle and valuable real estate

at Braintree. This inventory is dated 25, 3, 1653. Savage says

that this was a larger estate than any in the country of that day

The amount of the inventory was £2774, 14, 4. In it is included

a list of books more extensive and valuable than any other in the

colony, unless, perhaps, that of some of the clergy.
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I have found no record of the marriage of Thomas Brattle and

Elizabeth Tyng, but I find recorded among births in Boston,

Elizabeth y* Daugliter of Mr. Thomas Brattle and Elizabeth

his wife borne 30'^ 9"^'- 1660.

Wm. Brattle, son of Thomas Brattle, born in Boston 1662,

Pastor of the church in Cambridge, 1696, d. 1717.

In the Register, Vol. 25, is an article entitled Old Cambridge

nnd New, in which it is stated that Thomas, the great grandfather

of (the then present) Thomas Brattle married Elizabeth Tyng
and left in 1683 one of the largest estates in New England, about

eight thousand pounds. In Noadiah Russell's Journal, Register,

Vol. 7, p. 58, is entered under date " of 9'\ 9"\ 1682, Mrs. Brattle

of Boston died very suddenly, it being on a wedding day, when
Hannah Shepherd, one of her kinswomen, was married to Mr.

Quinsy, y'' wedding was at her house. She was well at even,

carrying cake out of one room into another, swooned, fell down
and died." Page 58 in same journal under date " 5, 2, 1683, Capt.

Brattle of Boston died, 9, 2, was buried."

I copy from the same article, " Old Cambridge and New," " A
near relative of the writer frequently accompanied her father in

his visits to Thomas Brattle, a genial and kind-hearted old bach-

elor, whose house stands near the site of the present University

Press. He had been during the Revolution among the refugee

royalists, who, unwilling to fight either against their king or coun-

trymen, left the country. The eminent public services of his

father, and his own acts of benevolence to our prisoners in Eng-

land du'ing the war^ made it no difficult task for one inclined to

befriend him, and who stood high in public confidence, to obtain

from the General Court the restoration of his property, which

had been sequestered. Soon after the passage of this act of grace,

Mr. Brattle called upon his friend to offer him half the fortune

saved through his efforts and influence. This was of course de-

clined, but the most cordial intimacy subsisted between him and

the judge, whose children were ever, welcome guests at the Brat-

tle mansion. * * * Thomas, the great grandfather of Thomas
Brattle, married Elizabeth Tyng, and left, in 1683, one of the

largest estates in New England, about eight thousand pounds. In

the next generation another Thomas was one of the founders of
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the Manifep'.o Church on Brattle street, and for twenty years

Treasurer of the college, and William his brother was settled iiii

1696 over the church at Cambridge where he died in 1715. Their

four sisters married Nathaniel Oliver, John Eyre, Wait Winthrop,

Joseph Parsons, John Mico. William the brigadier, the only son

of William the minister, much distinguished in public life and

an overseer of the college, was the father of the royalist who
graduated there in 1760 and died in 1801, Thomas Brattle, who
graduated 1676, d. 1713, treasurer of the college from 1693 tc»

1713, was no doubt the son of the first Thomas Brattle and Eliza-

beth TyHg, and is the same Thomas Brattle who was one of the

petitioners for the grant of Dunstable, and was the owner of a

large part of Dunstable, Mass., formerly called Brattle's end Dun-

stable, to distinguish from Dunstable, New Hampshire. No doubt

the ladies married as above have kept the " posterity" of Williani

Tyng from dying out.

Mercy Tyng, 4th dr. of William and Elizabeth Tyng, b. Jan.

13, 1642, d. Sept 6, 1669, m. Samuel, eldest son of Gov. Simon

Bradstreet. He grad. H. C. 1653. He removed to Jamaica and

]irobably died there about 1682. Their children were, 1, Eliza-

beth, b. Jan. 29, 1663, d. Aug. 1665. 2, Ann, b. Nov. 17, 1665, d.

June 20, 1669. 8, Mercy, b. at Boston, Nov, 20, 1667, d. March

29, 1710, at Cambridge. Simon, l>. 1669, d. Nov. 1669. 3, Mercy

ni. Dr. James Oliver. He resided in Cambridge. He was buiti

in Boston, March 19, 1658, grad, H. C, 1680, d. April 8, 1703.

Their children were, Mei-cy, b. 1695, d. \inm. 1773, and Sarah,

bapt. Dec. 20, 1696. She n"i. Aug. IL", 1714, Hon Jacob Wendell.

He was a niercliant in B(>ston, d. Sept. 7, 1761, aged 70. His

children were, 1, Jacob, H. C, 1733. 2, Elizabelh, in. Kichard

Wibird of Portsmouth. 3, Sarah, who m, 1st, John Hunt, 2nd,

Mr. Hewes, 4, JMercy, m. Nathaniel Oliver. 5, Mary, m, Samuel

Sewall, 6, Katharine, m. William Coopei', 7, John Mico, JT. C,

1747, m. Catharine Brattle. 8, Ann m John Peuhaliow of Ports-

juoiith. 9, Hon. Oliver. 10. Abraham. 11, Susan:iah, who d.

num. 12, Margaret, m William Phillips of Boston. Hon. Oliver,

the 8th child, b. March 5, 1733, grad. H. C, 1753, merchant in

Boston with his fathei'. Judge of Probate tor Sufiblk County. He
died at Can\biidoe Jan. 15, 1818. He m. Marv Jackson. They
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had several children, all of whom died young, except Oliver and

Edward, both of whom died unmarried, and Sarah, who married

Rev. Abiel Holmes, D. D., of Cambridge. He d. at Cambridge,

June 4, 1837, in his 74th year. Their children were five. Mary

Jackson, m. Usher Parsons, M. D., of Providence ; Ann Susan, m.

Hon. Charles W. Upham ot Salem; Sarah Lathrop, d, in 1812,

aged 6 years; Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, the poet, and John

Holmes, attorney and counsellor at law at Cambridge.

Margaret Wendell m. William Phillips, ancestor of Wendell

Phillips the orator. Of the other daughters of William Tyng

and Elizabeth his wife, I have found no account, but I have in this

paper shown most abundant evidence that his posterity in our

time is both numerous and highly respectable.

ELIZABETH TYNG AND THOMAS COYTMOKB.

Who was Elizabeth the wife of William Tyng? In the Regis-

ter, Vol. 15, p. 13, 1 read, "John Eyre, b. Feb. 19, 1633-4, m. May
20, 1680, Catharine, daughter of Thomas Brattle, by his wife

Elizabeth, daughter of Wm. and Elizabeth (Coytmore) Tyng.''

Elizabeth, the eldest daughter of William and Elizabeth Tyng, m.

Thomas Brattle, and here we have the maiden name, Coytmore, ot

William Tyng's wife. This name is very rare. It is found in

Farmer's " List of Ancient Names in Boston and Vicinity," but

it is doubtful if any persons can now be found in that vicinity

bearing this name. In the record of admissions to the First

Church in Charlestown I find these entries :

1638, 7, 7'"^ Katherine Coytmore.

1639, 7, 4'"°., Martha Coytmore.

1639, 16, 12'"% Thomas Coytmore, and

1639, 26, 12'"^, Thomas Coytmore, son of Thomas and Martha

his wife, bapt.

Thomas Coytmore was admitted freeman May 13, 1640. They
came from London. I caimot doubt that Elizabeth Coytmore,

ihe wife of William Tyng, was the daughter of this Katharine

and sister of this Thomas Coytmore. It is also recorded that

"Thomas Coytmore dyed upon the coast ot Cales" 27, 10, 1645."

He died by shipwreck. Wiuthrop says of this shipwreck, " nine-
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teen were drowned," (he gives the names of several, and adds,)

" and Mr. Thomas Coytraore, a right godly man, and an expert

seaman." It appears that he was captain of the ship that was

wrecked. His will, dated 26, 6"", 1642, is on record in which he

states "being in health of body but bound forth to sea, etc." Af-

ter making provision for his wife and son Thomas and an unborn

child, he adds, "as times are very hazardous in Europe, in case

things should so pass in England that my deare mother Katharine

(Joytmore be deprived of her estate, then for her support I be-

(pieath unto her ffour 'jixteenths of my estate to have as an an-

nuity during her life." The inventory of his estate was £1255,

04, 06. Also part of the new mill 124, 6, 6. Gov. John Win.

throp m. Dec. 1647, for his fourth wife, Martha Nowell, widow

of Thomas Coytmore. They had one son Joshua Winthrop, the

Governor's 15th child, bapt. Dec. 17, 1648, d. young. Gov. Win-

throp d.Mai-ch 26, 1649, and she m. in 1652-3, John Coggan. He
died in 1648, leaving an estate appraised at £1339, 10, 01 appoint-

ing his wife, his son-in-law, Joseph Kocke, and Mr. Joseph

Scollow, executors. Some peculiar provisions in the will giving

much trouble, these men declined the appointment, leaving her

to manage it alone. But this was not the last of Martha's troubles.

It is recorded that " At a meeting of the magists 24"' Oct. 1660,

present dept. GoV, Major Atherton and Recorder, The Magists

having binn Informed that Mrs. Coggan y*" Relict of y'' late Mr.

.lohn Coggan suddaine death, y' not w"'out suspition of poison.

Ordered y' y^ Recorder Issue a warrant to y* constables of Boston

to summon and Impanell a jury of Inquest, for the Inquiry how
she came to her end. And also Judged it mete for y* preserva-

tion of y*^ estate left by hir behind hiry' it may not be Imbezled

but preserved, to appoint Elder James Penne and Deacon Reuben
Truesdall, Administrators to the estate of j^*^ late Mrs. Martha
Coggan, Impowering them forthwith to take into their custody

the Keyes, plate, etc., of y*^ late Mrs. Coggan and secure y" same
taking a true Inventory of that estate and bringing it into the

next County Court and providing for hir decent Interment."

What was the result of the inquest does not appear.

Thus tar the question of relationship between Elizabeth Tyng
and Thomas Coytmore, though probable, i-estson conjecture alone

;

but in Sewell's Woburn, positive proof of the tact is found. This
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book contains a vast amount of valuable and interesting matter,

but having neither index nor table of contents, it is only by acci-

dent that one can find in it what he is in search of. By the Gen-

eral Court, " Oct. 7, 1640, Charles Towne petition is granted them,

the proportion of four mile square, with their former last grant,

to make a village, whereof 500 acres is granted to Mr. Thomas

Coytmore, to be set out by the Court if the town and hee cannot

agree." Why Mr. Coytmore was thus favored does not appear.

He is described as a noted shipmaster and highly respected citi

zen of Charlestown. "But before Capt. Coytmore could derive

any benefit from this grant to him by the Court he perished in a

storm at sea; and his only son, Thomas Coytmore, Jr., dying af-

terwards in his minority, the General Court at their session, in

October, 1656, confirmed the grant of 500 acres in Woburn, and

also other lands and goods of Capt. Coytmore, to Mr. John Cog-

gan, the then husband of Mrs. Martha, Capt. Coytmore's relict,

on condition of his paying £'200 to the four daughters of Capt.

William Tyng by Elizabeth, Capt. CoytmoreV sister."

After much controversy this 500 acres was sold to Francis or

John Wyman of Woburn for £50, and was in 1667 laid ort to

them by Jonathan Danforth in the northwesterly part of what is

now Burlington.

The act of incorporation of the town of Woburn is the sliort-

est to be found on record. It consists of but these five words
,

" Charlestown village is called Wooburne."

EDWARD TYNG OF BOSTON.

Edward Tyng^ came to Boston at or about the same time as his

l)rother William Tyng. It is stated that his wife Sears,

who came with him, died in Boston soon after their arrival. He
returned to England and married a second wife, Mary

who was the mother of all his children. The birth of si.x of thest-

children is entered in the records in Boston as follows

:

I. Hannah, the daughter of Edward and Mary Ting, his wife

was borne 7% (1°) 1639-1640, that is, 7 March, 1640.

II. Mary the daugh' of Edward and Mary Ting, his wife, was

borne 17" (2") 1641.
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III. Jonathan the sonne o^ Edward Ting and Mary Ting, his

wife, was borne 15° (10°), 1642.

IV. Eunice the daugh'^ of Edward Tyng and Mary, his wift-.

was born 8° (1°) 1614-5.

V. Deliverance, dr. of Edward and Mary Tyng, b. 6, 6, 1645.

VI. Rebecca, daugh' of Edward Ting and Mary his wife was

borne 23° (1°) 1646.

VII. Joseph, Sonne of Mr. Edward and Mary Ting, borne July

12, 1657.

Of Edward Tyng,i Mr. Savage says, "He was of Boston, niei-

cnant, but early wrote himself brewer, came probably with his

wife Mary, whose family name was Sears, as tradition tells; if

so, he had been, I think, here before he married her, and went

home to find & wife. She joined our church 5° Sept. 1640 and he

joined 30 Jany following; was freeman 2 June following; repre-

sentative 1661 and 2, Assistant 1668 to 80 inclusive, and d. at

Dunstable 28 Dec. 1681, one account says aged 81, but the credit

is less, inasmuch as the same makes the day 28 Sept. as in the Gen-

eral Reg., VIII, 19, and I concur with Farmer M. S., which thinks

more probable the age 71. By wife Maiy, by some thought his

second wife, which may be doubted, he had

Hannah, b. 7 March, 1640, bapt. 6 Sept. following.

Mary, b. 17, April, bapt. 2 May 1641, perhaps d. young.

Jonathan, b. 15, bapt. 18, Dec. 1642

:

Deliverance, b. Aug. 6, says the town record, which is

by the church record bapt. 13 July 1645

;

Rebecca, b. 23 March, bapt. 21 March 1647, d. young.

Edward.

Rebecca, b. 13 July 1651.

William, b. 3 March, 1653 probably d. young.

Eunice, b. 8 March, 1665.

Joseph, b. July 12, 1667, who died young.

Hannah, m. 13 July 1651, Habijah Savage and next Major Gen-

eral Gookin ; Deliverance m. Daniel Searle; Rebecca m. 1669

Joseph Dudley, afterwards Governor of the Province, and Eunice

became 1679 the second wife of Samuel Willard, Vice President

of Harvard College. His will dated 25 Aug. 1677, with codicil 7

Jan'ry 1681, takes notice of Eunice as now wife of Samuel Wii-
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lard ; names as grandchildren, Thomas, Mary and Hannah Savage,

whose father was dead ; Thomas, Edward, Joseph and Paul Dud-

ley , Samuel Searle ; and John, son of Jonathan Tyng. It was

proved 19 Jan'y, 1682;'

Fox and Alden state that he had a daughter, not named' by

them, who married Searle, Governor of Barbadoes, and

that both died in that Island. They also state that he had a son

Edward. I find no record of his birth. In the description of the

magnificent military funeral procession at the burial of Gov. John

Winthrop in 1G78, in which twenty-two gentlemen marched

in the procession with duties as follows : four with banner rolls,

two on each side of the hearse, twelve to carry each one a single

article of his military equipments, as for instance Mr, Hezekiali

Usher, one si)nr, Mr. Peter Sargent, one spur, Mr, Sampson Sheafe

aud Mr. John Pincheon each one crutch, which the Governor

seems to have used in his infirmities, Capt. Page and Capt Carver

each one glove, Capt. Edward Tyng the sword. He was no doubt

our Edward. Capt. Wm. Gerrish to lead the horse by the reins

and Return Waite as groom, by the head stall, and four more to

carry banners mixed with the banner rolls above. No doubt thi*

Capt. Edward was the son of Edward.^

Edwardi resided in Boston, and was actively engaged in the

business and attairs ot his time and the place. In the judicial de-

{)artnient he held the office of Justice of the Peace and of Judge
in the Courts, and as such held courts in Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and Maine, In military affairs he was Captain and

Major General, and in legislative, executive and civil ofiices he held

at times every station except that of Governor and Lieutenant

Governor and Secretary or Recorder, In the records of the Pro-

bate office his name is constantly occurring, as executor, adminis-

trator, commisioner for proving debts, and allowing claims, witness

to will, &c. About the year 1677 he removed to Dunstable, and

there he died Dec, 27, 1681, aged 71 years. There is much disa-

greement as to his age among writers. Alden states it to be 91,

Fox, Farmer, Worcester and others, 81, The cotemporary entries

are those of Sevvall and Bradstreet, In Judge Sewall's diary the

entry is,"Sept. '28, 1681, Edward Tyng, Esq., aged 81 years dyed."

In Bradstreet's Journal, "1681, December, Mr, Edward Tyng,
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wlio had several years been a magistrate in y^ Massachusetts Col-

ony, dyed aged between 70 and 80.' If SewalFs entry was made

at its date, it was three months before he died. If ho was mis-

taken as to the time, he might also be so as to the age. Gov. Brad-

street was intimately acquainted with Tyng and his family. His

eldest son married William Tyng's youngest daughter. Of course

this must have led to the intimacy of the families. But what

seems to be conclusive is the fact that the monument was un-

doubtedly erected and the inscription ordered by his son, Col. Jon-

athan Tyng, who certainly would not have made the mistake of

ten years in his age. But it is alleged that the inscription was

originally 81 years, and that some Old Mortality in renewing the

time-worn figures, changed them from 81 to 71. This is to me in-

credible. The resemblance between the figures 7 and 9 is such

that when they are indistinct, one might be mistaken for the

other, but there is none such between 7 and 8. I have visited

that monument many times within the last fifty years, but always

found every letter and figure of the inscription plain and easily

discernible.

Of Mary Tyng, b. 17° (2°) 1641, the Brinley papers state that

she married Searle, Governor of Barbadoes, and that both

died and were buried on that island. Of Mary, Savage says she

died young, and that Deliverance m. Daniel Searles. He was no

doubt the Governor of Barbadoes, and both he and his wife died

there. Samuel Searle, named in Edward Tyng's will among his

grandchildren, was no doubt their son.

HANNAH TYNG,

Hannah Tyng, dr. and eldest child of Edward and Mary Tyng,

born at Boston, March 7, 1640, m, by Gov. John Endicott, May

8, 1661, to Habijah Savage, son of Thomas Savage. Their chil-

dren were, Joseph, b. Aug. 15, 1662, d. early; Thomas, b. Aug.

17, 1664 ; Hannah and Mary, twins, b, Aug. 27, 1667. Habijah

Savage, d. 1669. Their daughter Hannah m. Rev. Nathaniel

Gookin, and Mary m. Rev. Thomas Weld of Dunstable. Hannah

Savage, the widow, m. 2nd, Gen. Daniel Gookin of Cambridge^

III his will, dated Aug. 13, 1685, he gives, " Secondly, to my be-
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loved wife, Hannah," etc._ James Savage, the antiquarian, who
was a descendant of Habijah Savage and his wife Hannah Tyng,

and may be presumed to have full knowledge of the facts, states

in a note " she was his second wife, eldest child of Edward Tyng.
* * * widow of Habijah Savage, and adds, that her daughter

Mary, b. 16 67, m. Rev. Thomas Weld of Dunstable, Gookin

also in his will gives to his wife's son, Thomas Savage, and her

two daughters, Hannah Gookin and Mary Weld, each a gold ring.

Fox, pp. 73 and 252, states that Mr. Weld m. 2nd, Hannah Savage

widow, daughter of Edward Tyng. Others, copying from him,

have repeated the erroneous statement. He was probably misled

by the entry in the Old Dunstable record of births, "farwell Weld,

the son of Mr. Thomas Weld and Mrs. Hannah Weld, was born

the -1 of March, 1701.'' It is manifest that this entry was not

made by Mr. Weld nor by his direction, for he would have written

the name of his son Farwell with a capital letter. But if further

{)roof is wanted it is furnished by the inscription upon the grave-

stone of Mary Weld, standing in the Weld group in the ancient,

graveyard in Attleboro', copied as follows :

Here lies inter'^, y'= body of

Mrs. Mary Weld ye wife

of y*^ Rev. Mr. Thomas Weld
late of Dunstable. Deceas'^

June y" 2n'i 173] in y'' 64 year of her age.

The Righteous shall be in Ever-

lasting Remembrance.
— Psalms, oxn:6.

Hannah Savage, who m. Rev. Nathaniel Gookin of Cambridge,

d. May 14, 1702. Her gravestone in the old Cambridge chureh-

vard bears this inscription :

Here lyes the Body of Mrs. Hannah Gookin, relict ot

Revfi Mr. Nathaniel Gookin, late Pastour of

tlie Church of Christ in Cambridge. She died

May 14't' 1702 in the 35'''' year of her age.

He died Aug. 15, 1692.

REBECCA TYNG.

Rebecca Tyng, b, 23 (1) 1646, d. 21 Sept. 1722, m. Gov. Joseph

Dudley. He was a descendant of Roger Dudley, a captain in the

wars in the time of Queen Elizabeth. His son, Gov. Thomas, b.
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1576, d. at Roxbury July 31, 1653. Thomas was chosen Governor

of Massachusetts, 1634, 1640, 1645, 1650. Gov. Joseph Dudley,

son of his second wife, Catharine, b. 1647 at Roxbury, d. at Rox-

bury April 2, 1720, married Rebecca Tyng, daughter of Hon,

Judge Edward Tyng. She d. Sept. 21, 1722. They had thirteen

children, six of whom died young. Mary, the youngest, b, Nov,

2, 1692, m. 1st, Francis Wainwright, 2nd, Capt. Joseph Atkins,

He was, in 1730, a celebrated captain in the sea service in the

French war and a merchant. He d. Jan. 25, 1773, in his 93d year.

She d. Nov, 10, 1774, in her 84th year. They had a son, Dud-

]ey,4 b. 1731, grad. H. C,, 1748, d, Sept. 24, 1767, aged 36. His

son, Hon Dudley^ Atkins Tyng, took the name of Tyng at the

request of some legator, (said to be Mrs, Winslow of Tyngsboro,')

He was Reporter of decisions of the Supreme Court of Massa-

chusetts and published the first twenty volumes ol the Massachu-

setts reports. Of his sons, Dudley*' resumed the name of Atkins,

grad. H. C. 1816, M. D. in Penn,, 1820, d. 1845. His brother, Rev-

Stephen H. Tyng, grad. H. C, 1817, D, D., 1851, is the eminent

clergyman of the St. George's Church in New York. Another

brother, George Tyng,6 grad, H. C, 1822, d. 1823, Two other

brothers are. Rev. James TyngS and Capt. Charles Tyng.^ De-

scendants of other children of Rebecca Tyng are numerous.

EUNICE TYNG.

Eunice Tyng, b. March 8 1644, m. Rev, Samuel Willard ; she

was his second wife. There were eight children of his first wife,

two of whom died in infancy. The children of the second wife

were in number twelve, the names and order as follows: Ed-

ward, Josiah, (the Secretary of the Province,) Eunice, Richard,

William, Margaret, a second Edward, Hannah, Sarah, a second

Sarah, and a second Richard. All were dead in December, 1724,

except Josiah, and he is the only one of the children of the second

marriage who left issi>e. It was somewhat remarkable that not-

withstanding the large family of Mr, Willard, there are none of

his descend.ants living of the name of Willard except the poster-

ity of his grandson. Rev, Samuel Willard of Biddeford, (Vol. 6,

p. 309). Rev. Samuel Willard was minister of the Old South

Church in Boston. Installed April 10, 1678. In 1659 was ap-
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pointed Vice President of Harvard College, and remained in office

till liis death Sept. 12, 1707, in his 68th year. Their son, Josiah

Willard, born June 21, 1681, died Dec. 6, 1756, in his 76th year.

He Avas tutor in Harvard College, Secretary of the Province from

June, 1717, to Dec, 1756, Judge of Probate for Suffolk County

from Dec. 1731 to 1765, and one of his Majesty's Council from

>[ay, 1734, to May, 1756.

COL. WM. TYNG OF GORHAM.

Col. William Tyng,-' Edward,^ Edward,^ Edward,i was born in

Boston Aug. 17, 1737. In 1767 he was appointed High Sheriff

of the county of Cumberland, and in the same year became a

resident of Falmouth, now Portland. In 1769 he married Eliza-

beth, dr. of Alexander Ross, a native of Scotland. In 1774 he re-

ceived a Colonel's commission from Col. Gage, which shows thai his

sympathies were not with his neighbors and countrymen, of which

fact very manifest and striking evidence soon appeared. A conven-

tion of delegates from the towns of the county met at Falmouth

Sept. 21, 1774. A committee, from the body of the people as-

sembled at the entrance of the town, waited on the convention to

" see if they would choose a committee of one from every town to

wait on Mr. Sheriff Tyng to see if he would act in his office under

the late acts of Parliament for regulating the government." By
these acts the appointment of all civil officers was taken from the

people, and vested in the crown. The Sheriff was summoned before

the convention and attended, and subscribed a declaration, " that

he would not, as Sheriff of the County or otherwise, act in confor-

mity or by virtue of said acts, unless by general consent of the

county." This declaration was held to be satisfactory to the con-

vention. The excitement continued ; Tyng undoubtedly showed by

his action that his sympathies were not with the people. His wife

went for safety on board of the king's ship in the hai-bor. Mr. Free-

man, who was a delegate to the Provincial Congress at Water-

town, under date of May 11, 1775, writes to a correspondent "The
soldiers have to-day carried off Mr. Tyng's Bishop, a piece of

plate worth 500 pounds, old tenor, and his laced hat." These

were afterwards returned to Mi'S. Ross, the mother of Mrs. Tyng,
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by a resolve of the Provincial Congress. Great hopes were en-

tertained that when the news of the resolute spirit of the colo-

nies reached England, it would produce a more temperate consid-

eration of their grievances than the minister had been disposed

to take, but when, instead, they found a determination to force

down the arbitrary doctrines at the point of the bayonet, they

despaired of reconciliation, and prepared with vigor to resist en-

croachment. The feeling of the people became exceedingly irri-

tated against those who countenanced the course of the mother

country, and personal quarrels often took place between individ-

uals. A rencontre of this kind, in which General Preble was

one of the actors, is related as having taken place in King, or, as

it is now called, India street. Gen. Preble met Mr. Sheriif Tyng,

and said, "It is talked that there will be a mob to-night." They

met Mr. Oxnard, (his son-in-law,) when Mr. Tyng said to him-

" We are going to have a mob to-night." The General denied

having said so, Tyng contradicted him and called him an old fool,

and threatened he would challenge him, if he were not an old

man. The General threatened to cane him or knock him down

If he should repeat the words, when Tyng drew his sword, and

threatened to run him through. Preble then collared and shook

Tyng. Afterward Tyng asked pardon of the General and it was

granted. The populace enquired if the General was satisfied

,

and told him he should have all the satisfaction he desired, but he

desired nothing more. Tyng soon after left the country and

when the British took possession of New York he resorted thither

and made himself useful by the kind and tender care bestowed

upon our prisoners in that place, among whom were Edward

Preble, the commodore, the son of his antagonist in the street

rencontre, whom he cared for and tenderly nursed through a dan-

gerous fever. When peac5 was declared he returned to Nova
Scotia, and when the Province of New Brunswick was organized

he was appointed Chief Justice of the Court of Judicature. In

179B he returned to his native land and settled in Gorham. There

he died Sept. 10, 1807. He had no children and was, it is said,

the last descendant of Edward Tyng who, by regular descent, bore

the name of Tyng. The funeral services of his burial were held

in St. Paul's Church in Portland, an edifice erected under his im-

mediate patronage.
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Copy of tlie inscription on the monument at the grave of Wil-

liam Tyng of Gorhara, in the ancient graveyard at Portland.

In memory of William Tyng, Esq., formerly Sheriff of Cumberland, after-

wards entrusted with repeated offices in the Province of New Brunswick and
late resident in Gorham, where, after a useful life marked with purity, benev-

olence and piety, he died in the firm hope of a joyful resurrection, Dec. 10,

1807, aged 70, greatly lamented by an affectionate widow, who pays this

tribute of conjugal love, and by a family of adopted children to whom he

showed more than paternal kindness.

MRS. ELIZABETH BEINLET.

The following article appeared in the Register, Vol. 11 :

(Died.) "AfTyngsborough, May 7, 1857, Mrs. Elizabeth Brinley,

;b. 76, wife of Robert Brinley, Esq. This estimable lady was de-

scended from a long line of distinguished ancestry. Her father,

Hon. .John Pitts, grad. H. C. 1757, and was for several years a

member of the Mass, House of Representatives and S|)eaker ot

that body in 1775. H^r grandfather on her mother's side was the

Hon. John Tyng, a graduate of H. C, 1725, and Judge of the

Court of Common Pleas, in Middlesex County, from 1763 to 1786,

having been reappointed and made Chief Justice after the Rev-

olution, Previous to his appointment as Judge, he was ten years

:x member of the House of Deputies from Boston. The father of

Judge Tyng was Major William' Tyng, a gentleman of a military

turn, He was a Major in the time of " Queen Anne's War," and

in the battles with the Indians, was killed by them in 1710. Ma-
jor Tyng's father was Col. Jonathan Tyng. He was one of the

})ioneers of the old township of Dunstable, a man of great cour- -

age, energy of character and influence, which was exhibited dur-

ing the Indian war with King Philip. Besides many offices which

he held, he was Colonel of the upper Middlesex Regiment, a

Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Middlesex County from

1702 to 1717, and was appointed one of Sir Edmund Andros's

Council under James II. The father of Col. Tyng was Hon,

Edward Tyng, who was born in Dunstable, England, in 1600, and

came to Boston about 1639. In 1642 he began his official career

as a constable of Boston. He was appointed one of the Depu-

ties two years and an assistant thirteen years in the Colonial gov-

ernment, was Major of the Suffolk Regiment, was elected Major

General but probably did not serve. He held many other public
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offices of less importance. Previous to his death he removed

from Boston to that part of Dunstable which is now Tyngsboro,'

and from his native place in England, the old town of Dunstable

took its name. The town of Tyngsborough also took its name

from the family. r."

REV. HABIJAH WELD.

Rev. Habijah Weld was born in Dunstable Jul_y 2, 1702. His

father, Rev. Thomas Weld, was the first minister of Old Dun-

stable. He was the grandson of the Rev. Thomas Weld who
came from England and was the first minister of Roxbury. His

fother was Jose])h Weld of Roxbury. He was bapt. June 12,

1653, grad. H. C. 1671, ordained at Dunstable Dec. 16, 1685, m.

Nov. 9, 1681, Elizabeth, dr. of Rev. John Wilson of Medfield.

She d. July 20, 1687. He m. 2d, Mary Savage, dr. of Habijah

Savage and his wife Hannah, dr. of Hon. Edward Tyng. It is

stated by Fox, p. 252, that the second wife of Rev. Thomas Weld
was "widow Hannah Savage, daughter of Hon. Edward Tyng."

Hannah, the eldest child and dr. of Edward Tyng, was born in

Boston March 7, 1640, and was about sixty-two years old when

her son Habijah Weld, according to Fox, was born in 1702.

Hannah Tyng m. May 8, 1661, Habijah Savage, H. C. 1659, He
d. 1668. Their children were, Joseph, b. Aug. 15, 1662, d. early

;

Thomas, b. Aug. 17, 1664, d. March 3, 1731, and twin daughters,

Hannah and Mary, b. Aug. 27, 1667. Hannah Savage, widow of

Habijah Savage, m. 2nd, Major General Daniel Gookin of Cam-

bridge. She was his second wife. Of their daughters, Hannah

m. Rev. Nathaniel Gookin of Cambridge, son of Gen. Gookin,

and Mary m. Rev. Thomas Weld of Dunstable. In his will Gen.

Gookin gives a legacy to Thomas Savage, the son, and to each of

the daughters, Hannah Gookin and Mary Weld, children of his

wife.

Having thus ascertained that Habijah Weld was the son of his

mother, Mary Savage, and not of his grandmother, Hannah Sav-

age, I proceed to state w^hat I find recorded of this worthy son

of Old Dunstable. He was b. July 2, (not Sept.) 1702, a few

weeks after the death of his father. He was taken by his father's

sister Dorothy, whose first husband was Dennison, and

f^econd • Williams into her family and by her brought up,
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and at her expense was eilucateil at H. C, where he grad. 1723.

lie taught school at Martha's Vineyard, also at Woburn 1725 and

•26, was ordained at Attleborough, Oct. 1, 1727, and died suddenly

May 14, 1782 He m. Mary, dr. of Rev. John Fox of Wo-
burn. She was b. Oct. 26, 1706. They had fifteen children,

four sons and eleven daughters, several of whom married minis-

ters. His widow was still living in 1797, having' reached her 91st

vear. I here copy from " Henry Dunster and his descendants,"

by Samuel Dunster, p, 125, Note, " Habijah Weld settled in At-

tleborough, Massachusetts, 1727. He was rigidly precise in every

thing, not a bed was to be made or a room swept on the Sabbatl(

and the food for that day was prepared on Saturday. He married

Mary Fox of Woburn. They had fifteen children — eleven

daughters, who were not allowed to entertain company after nine

o'clock. They mostly married ministers. He had a slave whom
he used to send with presents to the poor of his parish v/ho had

entertained him. Bristol used to say on delivering his master's

gifts, " Master always sends the best chicken to thank folk for a

dry crust. * * * He built a house for a parsonage, where the

writer, (Samuel Dunster) now" lives. It was large for those daj^s,

framed and boarded with oak, filled in between the boarding and

plastering with bricks, and covered with clapboards split from the

logs, and fastene;! with wrought nails, made in better style thar.

those Stephen Burroughs says he made while serving out his time

in prison." His mother resided in his family and died, as is

shown by the inscription on her gravestone, June 2, 1731.

Sarah Weld, daughter and eighth child of the Rev. Habijah

Weld, b. June 9, 1738, m. Nov. 22, 1770, Rev. Timothy Alden of

Yarmouth. She died very suddenly of apoplexy, Nov. 1796. Hei-

husband was absent at the time on a distant journey and did not

return till after the funeral. The Rev. John Mellen, Jr., of Barn-

stable preached a sermon at her funeral, Nov, 13, 1796, which was

printed in Boston. To this sermon. Rev. Timothy Alden, Jr., added

in an appendix, the family register of the Rev. Habijah Weld and

that of the Rev. John Fox, the father of his wife. Rev. Timo-

thy Alden, Jr., was born Aug. 28, 1771, grad. H. C, 1794, was

President of Alleghany College, died 1839. He was the author

of Alden's Epitaphs, also of the pamphlet memoirs of Edward

Tyng of Boston and William Tyng of Gorham.
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JOHN CROMWELL.

Where was the first farm, and who were the first settlers in

Old Dunstable ?

I am indebted to the Rev. Henry A. Hazen of Billerica for the

documents and references, which show, it seems to me conclu-

sively, the exact location and also the date of the first settlement

and farm in Old Dunstable, Mr. Fox, p. 17, says, "At what time

and by whom Dunstable was first settled is uncertain, but it must

have been considerably earlier than the date of the charter in

1673. He also adds, "In 1674 the house of Lieut. Wheeler is des-

ignated as a place of holding meetings of the proprietors, and we

may have some reason to suppose that he may have been the first

settler." And on page 18 he states, " About 1665 John Cromwell,

an Indian trader, also resided at Tyngsborough, but soon after re-

moved to Merrimac, where he built a trading house about two

miles above the mouth of Pennichuck brook, at the falls, which

now bear his name." He then relates the story of the Indian

liostility towards Cromwell, of the burning of his house, " the

cellar of which is still visible." Fox is wrong as to the date ot

Cromwell's settlement in Tyngsborough, which was long before

1665, also as to the fact of hie removal from Tyngsborough to Mer-

rimac, which it seems probable was the other way, that is, from

Merrimac to Tyngsborough,

A gi-ant of 8000 acres was made by the General Court to the

town of Billerica some time before 1656. It was located by Jon-

athan Danforth of Billerica, the famous land surveyor of those

times, who returned a plan of his survey, in which a part of the

8000 acres is located on the west side of the river but most of it

on the east side. This 8000 acres was sold by Billerica to Wm.
Brenton, and was known as Brenton's farm, and is a large part of

the town of Litchfield. On this plan is located " Cromwell's

liouse, " on the west side of the river, in what is now Merrimac

and above the mouth of Pennichuck brook. Thus it appears that

Cromwell had a house in Merrimac before the year 1656,

The Rev. Mr. Allen in his Centennial Address, deliveied in

Merrimac in 1846, states that "The first house built in Merrimac

was erected by John Cromwell, a trader in furs with the Indians.



REMINISCENCES OF OLD DUNSTABLE. 121

He came originally from England, and subsequently from Tyngs-

borough to this place in 1665," He then relates the story of the

Indian hostility and the burning of his house, and that he having

had notice buried his money, and escaped, and he adds, "the cellar

(of his house) is still or was recently visible." It is manifest that

in this Mi\ Allen only follows Mr. Fox, adds nothing new and re-^

peats his mistakes. The truth is, Cromwell's first establishment

was at Merrimac before 1656 instead of 1665, as stated by Fox

and Allen. As Cromwell died, as will presently be shown, in 1661^

he could not have been at Merrimac in 1665. The inventory ot

his estate, a copy of which is before me, is dated at Cambridge,

•28 : 10 : 61, and signed by John Parker, William Fletcher and

Jacob Parker, sworn to and filed Jan. 11, 1661, that is, 1662.

In this inventory is a large list of Indian trading goods, house-

hold furniture, farming tools, a stock of cattle and horses twenty

in number, and twelve swine, furs appraised at £82. 13. 06. the

farm "housing, broke up land, fencing" and other appurtenances,

belonging to the same at £100. 00. 00. The total footing of the

inventory is £608. 2. 8. Here is a large farming establishment,

and the question is, where was it situated ?

On the 22nd day of January, 1662, " Seaborne Cromwell, the

relict widow of John Cromwell, late of the trading house on Mer-

rimacke river, dec'sd," convej's in mortgage to " John Hull of Bos-

ton, Goldsmith. * * * All that capital Messuage or Tenemt

whereof her husband, John Cromwell, was seized and was his man-

sion place, containing about three hundred acres of land, adjoining

and appertaining thereunto, to him had and acquired by purchase

of Capt. Edward Johnson of Woburne," etc. Where was Ed-

ward Johnson's three hundred acres? A plan drawn by Danforth

shows the location of two tracts of land granted to Anna Cole.

This location embraces the territory extending from great Naa-

cook at Tyngsborough meeting-house to little Naacook or How-
ard's brook. The Anna Cole land was conveyed to Cornelius

Waldo and by him to Thomas Colburn and Joseph Farwell. On
this i:>lan is marked next north of and over the brook, " 300 acres

to Edward Johnson," so that it appears that Johnson's 300 acres

was next north of and adjoining on Howard's brook. This is the

land conveyed by Johnson to John Cromwell, and by Seaborne
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Cromwell his widow mortgaged to John Hull. It seems that Hull

foreclosed the mortgage, and by his deed dated Jan. 29, 1676, he

conveyed the same to Lieut, Joseph Wheeler, Wheeler to Corne-

lius Waldo", Waldo to Colburn and Joseph Farwell. Henry Far-

well subsequently purchased the whole or a part of this 300 acres,

and conveyed a part of it to his son Jonathan Farwell and a part

'to his son-in-law, Lieut. Timothy Bancroft, Col. Bancroft pur-

chased the Jonathan Farwell part and on this fiirm he lived and

there he died.

When I was first examining the old records of Dunstable in

1825-6, I found the entry, in 1674 that the house of Lieut.

Wheeler was agreed upon as the place of meeting of the proprie-

tors, and in one of my interviews with Col. Bancroft I said to

liim, "Where Avas Lieut. Wheeler's house? He without hesitation

replied, "It was here." It is upon this farm that are now shown

what is said to be the site and remains of Cromwell's trading-

house burnt by the Indians, and on it was found a large sum of

money by .Jonathan Farwell, when he was owner, and many years

after another sum was found by Col. Bancroft.

By whom was the money hidden '? The tradition is that it was

by Cromwell on making his escape from the Indian attacks. But

is this probable ? Is it credible that Cromwell, having his house

burnt by the hostile savages, would immediately have rebuilt in

that exposed situation buildings such as are described in the in-

ventory '? J think his house burnt was at Merrimac, and that he

then went to Tyngsborough and remained there till his death.

If his house burnt was at Tyngsborough and he buried the money,

when he resumed his residence there he would know where the

treasure was hidden and would at once have taken it up. Buj

Cromwell was by no means the first Indian trader in that region.

The Indian fur trade was an object of great interest to the immi-

grants at a very early period. It was considered to be of so mucli

consequence as to be regulated by enactments of the General

Court. The exclusive right to this trade upon the Merrimack

river was sold in 1657 to Major Simon Willard, Mr. William

Brenton, Ensign Thomas Wheeler and Thomas Henchman. This

Thomas Wheeler was the father of Lieut. Joseph Wheeler. He
was one of the petitioners for the grant of the township, and was
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the Capt. Thomas Wheeler of the Brookfield Indian fight. What
more probable than that these hoards were deposited by some pre-

decessor of Cromwell, who left the country or died, so that the

treasure remamed unknown and hidden till plowed up by Fai--

well and Bancroft ?

It was at Lieut, Wheeler's house that the meeting of the pro-

prietors was held May 11, 1674, at which it was determined that

" the meeting-house that is to be erected shall stand between

Salmon brook and the house of Lieut. Wheeler, as convenient as

may be for the accommodation of both. No doubt it was built

as Col. Bancroft states upon the Pollard farm.

Thus it appears that Cromwell had at the time of his death in

1661, a dwelling-house, barn and out-buildings, and a large im-

proved farm upon what is now the Bancroft farm in Tyngsboro'.

These improvements must have been commenced some years be-

fore 1661. The date of his purchase from Johnson does not a[)-

pear. The deed, if any was given, was not recorded and cannot

be found. Unless Cromwell by his will gave the land to Mrs.

Cromwell, her mortgage to Hull would not convey the title.

Hull sold the land, 300 acres, to Lieut. Joseph Wheeler for £80,

by deed dated Jan. 29, 1676. It seems that Wheeler sold to Pe-

ter Buckley, and John Buckley and Mary his wife, by deed dated

Jan. 11, 1710-11, conveyed to Henry Farwell for £200, " all that

my same tract of land, situate, lying and being in Dunstable afore-

said, which was derived from Mr. John Cromwell, and by a Town
grant made to Peter Buckley, Esq., deceased, father of the said

John Buckley."

Henry Farwell conveyed a part of this land to Timothy Ban-

croft, and a part to his son Jonathan Farwell. It would seem

that some question was made as to the validity of the title under

Mrs. Cromwell's mortgage, on account of the want of a deed from

Johnson, and of a right in her to convey. To meet these defects,

first, the want of a deed from Johnson is supphed by a deposition

recorded Vol. 13, page 317, copied as follows:

Thomas Williams, of full age, and Walter Shepherd, of full

age, testify and say, that they were both of them servants to John

Cromwell at a place called Naacook, since called Dunstable, in the

years 1661 and 1662, and that the said John Cromwell was pos-
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sessecl of and lived upon a certain tract of land that went under

Denomination of 300 acres, which land said John Cromwell told

us that he purchased of Old Capt. Johnson of Woburn, and that

to our certain knowledge, he, the said Cromwell, lived and died in

the possession of said tract or parcel of. land, the same sittuate

and in said Dunstable. And further Testify and say that Seaborne

Cromwell, widow and relict of said John Cromwell, lived in the

(|uiet and peaceable possession of the said part or parcel of land,

reputed to contain, as aforesaid, some years after the death of said

John Cromwell, and further say not.

Made oath to the truth of what is here written Sept. 15, 1702.

Joseph Ltnde, ^ Justices of
James Convers, ) the Peace.

This in place of deed from Johnson, showing claim under John-

son and peaceable possession more than forty years. Then as to

want of title in Mrs. Cromwell, in the deed of quitclaim, dated

Dec. 24, 1702, of John Cromwell of Andover, Cordwaner, and

Benjamin Cromwell of Woodbridge, East Jersie, late of Charles-

town, Mason, both sons of John Cromwell, late of the trading

liouse, merchant, dec'* and Robert Crumbey of Boston and Re-

becca his wife dau. of y^ s"^ John Cromwell, To Peter Buckley^

Esq. late of Concord, conveys 300 acres more or less— John

Cromwell's mansion place whereof our fathers died seized. This

title as shown above passed from John Buckley, the son of Peter

to Henry Farwell by deed Jan. 11, 1710.

It seems that the survey made by Jonathan Danforth of the

8000 acres was made under the direction of Simon Willard and

Edward Johnson, and they state on their return of the survey of

the land, that Cromwell was then " dwelling there," and as he had

at the time of his decease at least three children, it seems probable

that in 1656 he had a family at the Merrimac house, and must

have commenced his settlement there some time before the date

of the survey. And as the settlement of Chelmsford began in

1655, it may well be claimed that John Cromwell was the first

permanent white inhabitant of the valley of the Merrimac, and

that the first farm made and occupied in Old Dunstable was the

Bancroft farm in Tyngsboi-o'. In the )-esearches made as to John
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Cromwell and his affairs, no scintilla of proof appears of the truth

of the tradition as to the attack of the Indians upon him, and the

credit given to the stories, by the finding of the money, having no

basis in fact, it vrould seem that little reliance can be placed on

the traditional stories. There is no indication that his residence

was interrupted or that he left the place between 1656 and his

death in 1661, and it is incredible that his home should have been

burned by the Indians and that he should have had the courage

to rebuild it such as the inventory of his estate shows, all in the

five years between 1656 and 1661, in his lonely situation sur-

rounded hj such hostile savages.



The reader is requested to note and correct the following errors

;

Page 9, last line, the comma after should be before entirely.

Page 35, No. 33, for Abbie read Frances.

Page 36, for Aug. 31, read Oct. 31.

Page 36, No. 49, 1S41 should be 1842.

Page 36, No. 50, erase Charles before Francis.

Page 39, No. 98, the name Breder should be Bachellor.

Page 74, for French and Indian war of 1755 read Revolmtionary war.
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