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"RULES.

——

1. TR Association shall be styled the Devonshire Association
for the Advancement of Science, Literature, and Art. :

_ 2 The objects of the Association are—To give a stronger
Impulse and a more systematic direction to scientific inquiry in
Devonshire ; and to promote the intercourse of those who cultivate
Science, Literature, or Art, in different parts of the county.

3. The Association shall consist of Members, Honorary Members,
and Corresponding Members, :

4. Every candidate for membership, on being nominated by a
member to whom he is personally known, shall be admitted by
the General Secretary, subject to the confirmation of the General
Meeting of the Members,

5. Persons of eminence in Literature, Science, or Art, connected
with the West of England, but not resident in Devonshire,
may, at a General Meeting of the Members, be elected Honorary
Members of the Association; and persons not resident in the
county, who feel an interest in the Association, may be elected
Corresponding Members,

6. Every Member shall pay an Annual Contribution of Half
a Guinea or a Life Composition Fee of Seven and a Half Guineas.
But Members of Ten Years’ standing and more, whose Contribu-
tions are not in arrears, may compound by a Single Payment of
Five Guineas.

7. Ladies only shall be admitted as Associates to an Annual
Meeting, and shall pay the sum of Five Shillings each.

8. Every Member shall be entitled gratuitously to a lady’s ticket.

9. The Association shall meet annually, at such a time in July
or August and at such place as shall be decided on at the previous

Annual Meeting.

10. A President, two or more Vice-Presidents, a General
Treasurer, and one or more General Secretaries, shall be elected
at each Annual Meeting.

11. The President shall not be eligible for re-election.
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12. Each Annual Meeting shall appoint a local Treasurer and
Secretary, who, with power to add to their number any Members
of the Association, shall be a local Committee to assist m making
such local arrangements as may be desirable.

13. In the intervals of the Annual Meetings, the affairs of the
Association shall be managed by a Council, which shall consist
exclusively of the following Members of the Assocmtlon, exceptlng
Honorary Members, and Corresponding Members :—

(a) Those who fill, or have filled, or are elected to fill, the oﬂices
of President, General and Local Treasurers, General and Local Secre-
taries, and Secretaries.of Committees appointed by the Council.

(b) Authors of papers which have been printed in exfenso in
the Transactions of the Association.

14. The Council shall hold a Meeting at Exeter in the month
of January or February in each year, on such day as the General
Secrotary shall appoint, for the due management of the affairs of
the Association, and the performing the duties of their office.

15. The General Secretary, or any four members of the Council,
may call extraordinary meetings of their body, to be held at
Exeter, for any purpose requiring their present determination, by
notice under his or their hand or hands, addressed to every other
member of the Council, at least ten clear days previously, specifying
the purpose for which such extraordinary meeting is convened.
No matter not so specified, and not incident thereto, shall be
determined at any extraordinary meeting.

16. The General Treasurer and Secretary shall enter on their
respective offices at the meeting at which they are elected ; but
the President, Vice-Presidents, and Local Officers, not until the
Annual Meeting next following.

17. With the exception of the Ex-Presidents only, every
Councillor who has not attended any Meeting, or adjourned
Meecting, of the Council during the period between the close
of any Annual General Meeting of the Members and the close
" of the next but two such Annual General Meetings, shall have
forfeited his place as a Councillor, but it shall be competent for
him to recover it by a fresh qualification.

18, The Council shall have power to fill any Official vacancy
‘which may occur in the intervals of the Annual Meetings.

19. The Annual Contributions shall be payable in advance, and
shall be due in each year on the first day of January; and no
person shall have the privileges of a member until the Subscription
for the current year or a Life Composition has been paid.
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20. The Treasurer shall receive all sums of money due to the
Association ; he shall pay: all accounts due by the Association after
they shall have been examined and approved ; and he shall report
to each meeting of the Council the balance he has in hand, and
the names of such members as shall be in arrear, with the sums
due respectively by each.

21. Whenever &8 Member shall have been three months in arrear
in the payment of his Annual Contributions, the Treasurer shall
apply to him for the same.

22. Whenever, at an Annual Meeting, a Member shall be two
years in arrear in the payment of his Annual Contributions, the
Council may, at its discretion, erase his name from the list of
members.

23. The General Secretary shall, at least one mouth before each
Annual Meeting, inform each member by circular of the place and
date of the Meeting.

24. Members who do not, on or before the first day of
January, give notice, in writing or personally, to the General
Secretary of their intention to withdraw from the Association,
shall be regarded as members for the ensuing year.

25. The Association shall, within a period not exceeding six
months after each Annual Meeting, publish its Transactions, in-
cluding the Rules, a Financial Statement, a List of the Members,
the Report of the Council, the President's Address, and such
Papers, in abstract or in exfenso, read at the Annual Meeting, as
shall be decided by the Council.

26. The Association shall have the right at its discretion of
printing in extenso in its Transactions all papers read at the Annual
Meeting. The copyright of a paper read before any meeting of
the Association, and the illustrations of the same which have been
provided at his expense, shall remain the property of the Author;
but he shall not be at liberty to print it, or allow it to be printed
elsewhere, either in exfenso or in abstract amounting to as much as
one-half of the length of the paper, until after the publication of
the volume of Transactions in which the paper is printed.

27. The authors of papers printed in the Transactions shall,
within seven days after the Transactions are published, receive
twenty-five private copies free of expense, and shall be allowed to
bhave any further number printed at their own expense. All
arrangements as to such extra copies to be made by the authors
with the printers to the Association.
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28. If proofs of papers to be published in the Transactions
be sent to authors for correction, and are retained by them,
beyond four days for each sheet of proof, to be reckoned from the
day marked thereon by the printers, but not including the time
needful for transmission by post, such pmofs shall be assumed to
require no further correction. :

29. Should the extra charges for small type, and types other
than those known as Roman or Italic, and for the author’s correc-
tions of the press, in any paper published in the Transactions,
amount to a greater sum than in the proportion of ten shillings
per sheet, such excess shall be borne by the author himself, and
not by the Assaciation ; and should any paper exceed four sheet.s,
the cost beyond the cost of the four sheets shall be borne by the
author of the paper.

- 30. Every Member shall, within a period not exceeding six
montha after each Annual Meetmg, receive gmtultously a copy of
the Transactions.

31. The Accounts of the Association shall be audited annually,
by Auditors appointed at each Annual Meeting, but who shall not
be ex officio Members of the Council.

32. No rule shall be altered, amended, or added, except at an
Annual General Meeting of Members, and then only provided
that notice of the proposed change has been given to the General
Secretary, and by him communicated to all the Members at least
one month before the Annual General Meeting.
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BYE-LAWS AND STANDING ORDERS.

1. I~ the interests of the Association it is desirable that the
President’s Address in each year be printed previous to its
delivery.

2. In the event of there being at an Annual Meeting more
Papers than can be disposed of in one day, the 1eading of the
residue shall be continued the day following.

3. The pagination of the Transactions shall be in Arabic
numerals exclusively, and carried on consecutively, from the
beginning to the end of each volume; and the Tmnsactlons of
each year shall form a distinct and separate volume.

4. The General Secretary shall bring to each Annual Meeting
of the Members a report of the number of copies in stock of each
‘Part’ of the Transactions, with the price per copy of each ‘Part’
specified ; and such report shall be printed in the Transactions
next after the Treasurer’s financial statement,

5. The General Secretary shall prepare and bring to each
Annual Meeting brief Obituary Notices of Members deceased
during the previous year, and such notices shall be printed in the
Transactions.

6. An amount not less than eighty per cent. of all Compositions
received from existing Life Members of the Association shall be
applied in the purchase of National Stock, or such other security
as the Council may deem equally satisfactory, in the names of
three Trustees, to be elected by the Council

7. At each of its Ordinary Meetings the Council shall deposit at
interest, in such bank as they shall decide on, and in the names of
the General Treasurer and General Secretary of the Association, all
uninvested Compositions received from existing Life-Members, all
uninvested prepaid Annual Subscriptions, and any part, or the
whole, of the balance derived from other sources which may be in
the Treasurer's hands after providing for all accounts passed for
payment at the said Meeting.

8. The General Secretary, on learning at any time between the
Meetings of the Council that the General Treasurer has a balance
in hand of not less than Forty Pounds after paying all Accounts
which the Council have ordered to be paid, shall direct that so
much of the said balance as will leave Twenty Pounds in the
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Treasurer's hand be deposited at interest at the Capital and Counties
Bank, Ashburton.

9, The General Secretary shall be authorized to spend any sum
not exceeding Ten Pounds per annum in employing a clerk for
such work as he finds necessary.

10. Every candidate, admitted to Membership under Rule 4, shall
forthwith receive intimation that he has been admitted a Member,
subject to confirmation at the next General Meeting of Members;
and the fact of the newly admitted Member’s name appearing in
the next issue of the printed list of Members, will be a sufficient
intimation to him that his election has been confirmed. Pending
the issue of the Volume of Transactions containing the Rules of
the Association, the General Secretary shall furnish the newly
admitted Member with such extracts from the Rules as shall be
deemed necessary.

11. The reading of any Report or Paper shall not exceed twenty
minutes, or such part of twenty minutes as shall be decided by the
Council as soon as the Programme of Reports and Papers shall
have been settled, and in any discussion which may arise no speaker
shall be allowed to speak more than ten minutes.

12. Papers to be read to the Annual Meetings of the Association
must strictly relate to Devonshire, and, as well as all Reports
intended to be printed in the Transactions of the Association, and
prepared by Committees appointed by the Council, must, together
with all drawings intended to be used in illustrating them in the
said Transactions, reach the General Secretary’s residence not later
than the 24th day of June in each year. The General Secretary
shall, not later than the 7th of the following July, return to the
Authors all such Papers or drawings as he may decide to be unsuit-
able to be printed or to serve as illustrations in the said Transac-
tions, and shall send the residue, together with the said Reports of
Committees, to the Association’s Printers, who shall return the
same 80 that they may reach the General Secretary’s residence not
later than on the 14th day of the said July, together with a state-
ment of the number of pages each of them would occupy if printed
in the said Transactions, as well as an estimate of the extra cost of
the printing of such Tables, of any kind, as may form part of any
of the said Papers and Reports; and the General Secretary shall
lay the whole, as well as an estimate of the probable number of
Annual Members of the Association for the year commencing on
that day, before the first Council Meeting on the first day of the
next ensuing Annual Meeting, when the Council shall select not a
greater number of the Papers thus laid before them than will, with
the other documents to be printed in the said Transactions, make
as many sheets of printed matter as can be paid for with the sum
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f 60 per cent. of the subscriptions for the year of the said
robable number of Annual Members, and any part or the whole
f such balance, not derived from Compositions of existing Life
fembers, or from prepaid Annual Subscriptions, as may be lying
t interest, as well as that which may be iu the Treasurer's hands ;
his sum shall be exclusive of the extra cost of the printing of
anch aforesaid Tables, which have been approved and accepted by
he Council, provided the aggregate of the said extra cost do not
xceed six per cent. of the said subscriptions ; exclusive also of the
rinters’ charge for corrections of the press; and also exclusive of
he cost of printing an Index, a list of Errata, and such Resolu-
ions passed at the next Winter Meeting of the Council, as may be
irected to be so printed at the said Winter Meeting; and the
mamber of Papers selected by the Council shall not be greater than
vill, with the Reports of Committees, make a Total of 40 Reports
wnd Papers.

13. Papers communicated by Members for Non-Members, and
accepted by the Council, shall be placed in the Programme below
those furnished by Members themselves.

14. Papers which have been accepted by the Council cannot be
withdrawn without the consent of the Council.

15. The Council will do their best so to arrange Papers for
reading as to suit the convenience of the Authors; but the place of
a Paper cannot be altered after the Programme has been settled by
the Council

16. Papers which have already been printed in extenso cannot be
accepted unless they form part of the literature of a question on
which the Council has requested a Member or Committee to

prepare a report.
17. Every meeting of the Council shall be convened by Circular,

sent by the General Secretary to each Member of the Council not
less than ten days before the Meeting is held.

18. All Papers read to the Association which the Council shall
decide to print ¢n extenso in the Transactions, shall be sent to the
printers, together with all drawings required in illustrating them,
on the day next following the close of the Annual Meeting at which
they were read.

19. All Papers read to the Association which the Council shall
decide not to print in extenso in the Transactions, shall be returned
to the Authors not later than the day next following the close of
the Annual Meeting at which they were read ; and abstracts of such
Papers to be printed in the Transactions shall not exceed such
length as the General Secretary shall suggest in each case, and

VOL. XXXVIIL B



18 BYE-LAWS AND STANDING ORDERS.

must be sent to the General Secretary on or before the seventh
day after the close of the Annual Meeting.

20. The Author of every Paper which the Council at any Annual
Meeting shall decide to print in the Transactions shall be expected
to pay for all such illustrations as in his judgment the said Paper
may require.

21. The printers shall do their utmost to print the Papers in the
Transactions in the order in which they were read, and shall return
every Manuscript to the author as soon as it is in type, dut not
before. They shall be returned intact, provided they are written
on loose sheets and on one side of the paper only.

22. Excepting mere verbal alterations, no Paper which has been
read to the Association shall be added to without the written
approval and consent of the General Secretary ; and no additions
shall be made except in the form of notes or postscripts,
or both.

23. In the intervals of the Annual Meetings, all Meetings of
the Council shall be held at Exeter, unless some other place shall
have been decided on at the previous Council Meeting.

24. When the number of copies on hand of any Part of the
Transactions is reduced to twenty, the price per copy shall be
increased 25 per cent.; and when the number has been reduced to
ten copies, the price shall be increased 50 per cent. on the original
price.

2b. After deducting the amount received by the sale of
Transactions from last year’s valuation, and adding the value of
Transactions for the current year, a deduction of 10 per cent.
shall be every year made from the balance, and this balance, less
10 per cent., shall be returned as the estimated value of the
Transactions in stock for the current year.

26. The Association’s Printers, but no other person, may reprint
any Committee's Report printed in the Transactions of the Associa-
tion, for any person, whether a Member of the said Committee, or
of the Association, or neither, on receiving, in each case, a written
germlsmon to do so from the Honorary Secretary of the Association,

ut not otherwise; that the said printers shall pay to the said
Secretary, for the Assocmtlon, sixpence for every fifty Copies of
each half-sheet of eight pages of which the said Report consists;
that any number of copies less than fifty, or between two exact
multiples of fifty, shall be regarded as fifty ; and any number of
pages less than eight, or between two exact multiples of eight,
shall be regarded as eight ; that each copy of such Reprints shall
have on its first page the words * Reprinted from the Transactions
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of the Devonshire Association for the Advancement of Science,
Literature, and Art for with the consent of the Council of
the Association,” followed by the date of the year in which the
said Report was printed in the said Transactions, but that, with the
exception of printer’s errors and changes in the pagination which
may be necessary or desirable, the said Reprint shall be in every
other respect an exact copy of the said Report as printed in the
said Transactions without addition, or abridgment, or modification
of any kind.

27. The Bye-Laws and Standing Orders shall be printed after
the ‘ Rules’ in the Transactions.

28. All resolutions appointing Committees for special service for
the Association shall be printed in the Transactions next before
the President’s Address.

29. Members and Ladies holding Ladies' Tickets intending to
dine at the Association Dinner shall be requested to send their
names to the Honorary Local Secretary ; no other person shall be
admitted to the dinner, and no names shall be received after the
Monday next before the dinner.

B 2
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.

[Presented to the General Mecting held at Princetoun 18 July, 1905.

THE Council begs to submit its Report. At the meeting held
at Teignmouth in July, 1904, some important alterations
were made in the Rules and Bye-laws. Subscriptions are
now payable on the 1st January instead of on the 1st July
in each year; no person can enjoy the privileges of a Member
unless his or her subscription for the current year has been
paid ; and the time for the publication of the Transactions
has been extended from three to six months after the
conclusion of the Annual Meeting. The extension of time
for the issue of the yearly volume has been found desirable
owing to the number of plates, now often included, requiring
extra time for their production and the sorting and binding
in, and the preparation of the Index, which is now pub-
lished with the volume. Every effort, however, will be made
to get the yearly volume out as soon as possible after the
close of the meeting, and it is hoped that the usual time will
not in any year be much exceeded.

Bye-law No. 10 was amended so that candidates for mem-
bership are now informed of their provisional admission at
once, and the inclusion of their names in the next issue of
the list of Members is a sufficient intimation that their elec-
tion has been confirmed by the General Meeting of Members.
The object of this change in procedure is to enable the
Treasurer to collect the subscriptions of newly elected Mem-
bers before, instead of after, the Annual Meeting.

The Dinner Committee was also empowered to substitute
another form of evening entertainment for the Association
Dinner, should it be considered advisable in consultation
with the local Committee.

The Winter Meeting of the Council was held in Exeter
on 15 February, 1905, at which the usual routine business
was transacted. It was also decided to accept the invitation
from Princetown to hold the Annual Meeting in 1905 in
that town, and that it should be considered a Dartmoor
meeting, and the local Committee stated that additional
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Balance Sheet were received and adopted. These are printed
(pp. 21, 22, 28, 29). About fifty new members were elected.

On the conclusion of the business, by the kind invitation
of Mrs. Basil Thomson, the members and associates were
received at a garden party at her house.

In the evening at 8.30, in the Recreation Room, the Rev.
William Harpley, in the absence of the President, introduced
the new President, Mr. Basil H. Thomson, who delivered his
address, the subject being “The Decay of the Law of Custom™
(see pp. 42-63). On the proposal of the Rev. S. Baring-
Gould, supported by Sir Alfred W. Croft, a warm vote of
thanks was accorded by acclamation to Mr. Basil Thomson
for his valuable and interesting address.

The reading of the Reports and accepted papers commenced
on Wednesday, the President in the chair. The following is
the complete list :—

Twenty-fourth Report of the Scientific Memoranda Committee.

Twenty-fourth Report of the Barrow Committee.

Tv;;:ty-third Report (Third Series) of the Committee on the Climate of
von.

Twenty-second Report of the Committee on Devonshire Folk-lore.

Twentieth Report on Devonshire Verbal Provincialisms.

Tenth Report of the Dartmoor Exploration Committee.

First Report of the Church Plate Committee.

8ir Thomas Tyrwhitt and Princetown . J. Brooking-Rowe.

The Pack-horse on Dartmoor . . Robert Burnard, ¥.8.A.

Lydford Town . . . . Mrs. . H. Radford.

Sidelights on the Work and Times of a ) Rev. Oswald J. Reichel, B.C.1.,

t West-country Prelate in the
%rw:lfth Century . . . . ’ M.A., F.8.A.

An Index to Articles on Dartmoor and
its Borders contained in the ‘‘ Trans- } Arthur B. Prowse, M.D., F.R.C.8.
actions,” Vols. I to XXX
A few Stories illustrative of Devonshire ..
Wit and Humour. II . . . * J. D. Prickman.
The Lady of the Isle: Isabella de Forti-
bus. Countess of Albemarle and : Mrs. Rosc- Trowp.
Devon . . . . . .
History of the Exon ‘ Domesday” . Rev. T. V. Whale, M.A.
Raleghana. Part VII . . . « T. N. Brushfield, M.D., F.8.A.
Neighbours of North Wyke: Ash and .
South Zeal in South Tawton . . } Miss Bthel Lega- Weekes,
The Rude Stone Monuments of Exmoor | Rev. J. F. Chanter, M. A.
and its Borders. Part I . . § R. Hansford Worth.
Totnle; 1:1. I‘gs.Mayors and Mayoralties. = Edward Windeatt.
The Earlier Sections of ¢ Testa Nevil” | Rev. Oswald J. Reichel, B.C.L.,
relating to Devon . . . . M.A., F.8.A.
Dartmoor: A Note on Graves . . T. A. Faleon, M.A., .R.B.A.
The Manors of Bicton and Kingsteignton Rev. J. B. Pearson, p.D.
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The reading of the Reports and papers, with a short ad-
journment for lunch, lasted until 4.30. Afterwards Mrs.T. H.
Harvey gave an At Home at Tor Gate, a large number of
members and associates accepting the kind invitation.

In the evening Mr. Cecil J. Sharp, Principal of the Hamp-
stead Conservatoire of Music, gave an illustrated lecture on
“The Musical Value of Devonshire Folk Airs.” The Rev. S.
Baring-Gould, Miss Goodfellow, Miss Groser, Mr. Cooper,
and the Rev. K. A. Lake assisted in the illustrative songs,
the former giving a short explanatory introduction to each
song. They were all admirably rendered. Mr. Sharp, in his
lecture, asked what was the difference between an ordinary
song and a folk-song. The principal distinction was that
folk-song was evolved, whereas an ordinary song was com-
posed; the one was communal and the other individual.
The folk-song took its form by a process of gradual perfect-
ing from generation to generation, in its passing through
which it tended to discard all its less admirable features
until final beauty was attained. Its value lay but to a very
slight extent in the words, and this was especially the case
with ballads lately collected, because the words sung to-day
by old folk in even the most secluded villages were often but
imperfect reminiscences of the doggerel version given in some
broadside or cheap song-book. The day was a hundred years
too late for pure versions of the words of the English folk-
song to be found on any country-side. All they could hope
to do was to reconstruct from fragments by dint of analogy
and comparison. The tunes fortunately were more intuitive
and sub-conscious, and consequently more persistent. In
them lay the major part of the value of the folk-song.
Moreover, whereas the words were often more or less universal
in character, the tunes were more national or local, as the
case may be, in character and flavour. He believed, for
instance, that he could distinguish between a Somerset folk-
song and a Devonshire one. The Devonshire song was
sweeter and more polished, but if it was less rugged it was also
less strong. The sweetness and polish of the Devonshire
folk-song were probably due to the Celtic element in the blood
of the people who evolved it. Many of the Devonshire folk-
songs were cast in scales which became obsolete about the
year 1600. Yet even to-day those old musical modes seemed
to suit the tastes and capacities of country-folk better than did
the more modern styles of composition. To cry out there-
fore against the introduction of Gregorian in villages was to
ignore the facts of the musical experience both of the past
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and of the present. The lecturer made an appeal for the
teaching of folk-songs in the public elementary schools, and
for national action in the preservation of the vanishing
residue of England’s priceless heritage of national folk-song
before it became too late. Folk-song was an essential basis
for national music, and where its influence was not felt, the
music, even of English modern composers, was not English,
but German. This was in the interest neither of national
self-esteem nor of musical art.

It was decided that there should be no annual dinner
this year, and the social gathering, with Mr. Sharp’s lecture
and the musical performance, took its place.

On Thursday the reading of the papers was resumed. On
this being finished, the business of the Annual Meeting was
concluded. Sir Roper Lethbridge moved that the best thanks
of the Association be given to Mr. Basil H. Thomson, the
Governor, and the officers of His Majesty’s Convict Prison
at Princetown, for the commodious rooms provided for the
use of the members during the meeting. He said that this
meeting had been one of the most successful, if not the most
successful meeting, they had had in the history of the
Association. The attendance had been remarkably full, and
the fact that that day they had on the platform the Presi-
dent, the President-elect, and no fewer than six ex-Presidents
showed what a very great interest had been taken in the
proceedings. The Rev. J. F. Chanter, in seconding, expressed
his hope that this meeting would be the cause of opening up
Dartmoor to many who had hitherto been strangers to it.
The resolution was carried with acclamation, and the Presi-
dent in acknowledging it expressed the pleasure it had given
his colleagues and himself in entertaining the Association.
Dr. Brushfield proposed a vote of thanks to the Local Recep-
tion Committee, the Honorary Local Treasurer, Mr. T. H.
Harvey, the Honorary Local Secretary, Mr. Robért Burnard,
and the ladies who had so kindly assisted in making the
excellent arrangements for the seating and comfort of those
attending. This was seconded by the Rev. O. J. Reichel, who
suggested that the resolution should be altered so as to include
Mr. Cecil J. Sharp, the Rev. S. Baring-Gould, and those who
had given so much assistance on the occasion of the folk-
song lecture, and with this addition the resolution was passed
unanimously. Thanks were also given to the Trustees of
the Wesleyan Chapel for the use of the School Buildings,
and to the Great Western Railway Company for special
train arrangements. In the afternoon parties were formed
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to inspect various objects of interest on the moors near
Princetown : Fice’s Well, Merivale Bridge and the avenues,
menbhir and kistvaen near, North Hessary Tor, Harter Tor,
the stone rows there, and Clacywell Pool were visited.

In the evening Mr. R. Hansford Worth gave a popular

lecture, free to all comers, on “The Story of Dartmoor.”
The President was in the chair, and there was a crowded
attendance.

On Friday a large number of members and friends accepted

the kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Burnard to a
luncheon at Sheepstor, and a visit after to the Drizzlecombe
Valley and the great menhir, and the stone rows, circles, and
kistvaen there. The weather was beautiful, and a very
pleasant and instructive day was spent. Two votes of thanks
were accorded to Mr. and Mrs. Burnard by acclamation.
After lunch, before leaving for Drizzlecombe, Mr. P. F. S,
Amery gave a very animated and entertaining description of
the bull-ring in which the party met, and of bull-baiting,
and details of the cruel sport so long a favourite amusement
of our forefathers.

At the special request of the Local Committee, the Council
arranged a second popular lecture, which was given to a large
audience in the Recreation Room by Dr. Brushfield, on “The
Life and Times of Sir Walter Ralegh from 1603 to his
death in 1618.”

Thus ended a very successful meeting. There was an
unusually large attendance of members, and the whole of
the proceedings from first to last went off satisfactorily with-
out hitch or trouble.

MAXWELL ADAMS,
J. BROOKING-ROWE,

Dated 8 August, 1905, Hon. Secretartes.
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Receipts.
By Subscriptions :—
Arrears before 1904 (20)

Due 1st July, 1904 (384)
For year 1905 (244)

»» Life Compositions at 74 guineas (2)
»» Lady Associates at 5s. (5)

,» Dividends—Consols £300 Stock
India 8 per cent. £360 Stock

”» ”

,» Authors’ excess (under Rule 29)
,» Discount on Accounts

,» Balance due to Treasurer 5th July, 1905

(Signed) P. F. 8.

Treasurer's Report of Receipts and Expenditure

£ s £ s d.
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£42212 9

AMERY, Hon. Treasurgr.



[ 29 ]

Jor the year ending 1st July, 1905,

Crpenviture.

To Messrs. Brendon and Son, Ltd., Printing, etc. :—
Vol. XXX VI, “Transactions,” 564 pp., 600 copies 117 6

Extra on small type and tables
Corrections .

Plates, plans, and tables
Covers, and doing up

Addressing, packing, and postage
Authors’ Reprints, 25 each .
Carriage of ** Wills,” Part VI

» General Secretaries’ Expenses : —
Postages and Printing .
Clerical Assistance and Expenses
Printing and Stationery .

»» General Treasurer’s Expenses : —
Postages and Stationery
Printing forms and notices .

»» BRecord Society, ‘¢ Devon Wills,"” Part VI
,» Expenses at Teignmouth . .
,» Bank Charges . . .

»» Balance due to Treasurer, lst July, 1904

s.

25 10
17 18
916
22 10
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312
13 13
1 2
4 9

263 7
. 169 5

£422 12

'eclcwldvooa

Examined with Vouckers, etc., and found to be correct, with a balance
of £36 15s. 5d. due to the Treasurer, this 18th day of July, 1905,

(Signed) ROBERT C. TUCKER,

Auditor.



SELECTED MINUTES OF COUNCIL APPOINTING
COMMITTEES.

Passed at the Meeting at Princetown, 18 July, 1906.

6. Taar Dr. Brushfield, Sir Roper Lethbridge, Rev. W
Harpley, Sir A. Croft, and Mr. J. Brooking-Rowe be a Com-
mittee for the purpose of considering at what place the Associa-
tion shall hold its Meeting in 1907, who shall be invited to
be the Officers during the year beginning with that Meeting,
and who shall be invited to fill any official vacancy or vacancies
which may occur before the Annual Meeting in 1906 ; that Mr.
J. Brooking-Rowe be the Secretary; and that they be requested
to report to the next Winter Meeting of the Council, and, if
necessary, to the first Meeting of the Council to be held in
July, 1906.

7. Thgt Mr. J. S. Amery, Dr. Brushfield, Mr. Robert
Burnard, Mr. E. A. S. Elliot, Mr. H. Montagu Evans, Rev. W.
Harpley, Mr. C. E. Robinson, Mr. J. -Brooking-Rowe, Mr. A.
Somervail, and Mr. H. B. S. Woodhouse be a Committee
for the purpose of noting the discovery or occurrence of such
facts in any department of scientific inquiry, and connected
with Devonshire, as it may be desirable to place on permanent
record, but which may not be of sufficient importance in themselves
to form the subjects of separate papers; and that Mr. J. Brooking-
Rowe be the Secretary.

8. That Mr. P. F. S. Amery, Rev. S. Baring-Gould, Mr. R.
Pearse Chope, Mr. G. M. Doe, Rev. W. Harpley, Mr. J. 8. Neck,
Mrs. Radford, Mr. J. Brooking-Rowe, Mrs. Troup, and Mr.
H. B. S. Woodhouse be a Committee for the purpose of collecting
notes on Devonshire Folk-lore ; and that Mr. P. F. S. Amery be
the Secretary.

9. That Mr. J. 8. Amery, Dr. Brushfield, Mr. F. T. Elworthy,
Miss Helen Saunders, and Mrs. Troup be a Committee for the
purpose of noting and recording the existing use of any Verbal
Provincialisms in Devonshire, in either written or spoken
language ; and that Mr. F. T. Elworthy be the Secretary.

10. That Mr. P. F. S. Amery, Rev. 8. Baring-Gould, Dr.
Brushfield, Mr. Burnard, Mr. J. Brooking-Rowe, Rev. J. F. Chanter,
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and Mr. R. Hansford Worth be a Committee to collect and record
facts relating to Barrows in Devonshire, and to take steps, where
possible, for their investigation ; and that Mr. R. Hansford Worth
be the Secretary.

1. That Mr. J. S. Amery, Mr. A. H. Dymond, Rev. W,
Harpley, and Mr. R. C. Tucker be a Committee for the pur-
pose of making arrangements for an Association Dinner or any
other form of evening entertainment as they may think best in
consultation with the local Committee ; and that Mr. R. C. Tucker
be the Secretary. ’

12. That Mr. P. F. 8. Amery, Sir Alfred W. Croft, Mr. James
Hamlyn, and Mr. R. Hansford Worth be a Committee to collect
and tabulate trustworthy and comparable observations on the
Climate of Devon; and that Mr. R. Hansford Worth be the
Secretary.

13. That Sir Roper Lethbridge, Dr. Brushfield, Mr. R.
Pearse Chope, Rev. Chancellor Edmonds, B.p., The Right Rev.
the Dean of Exeter (Alfred Earle, n.n.), Rev. Preb. Granville,
Mr. J. Brooking-Rowe, and Mr. E. Windeatt be a Committee for
the purpose of investigating and reporting on any Manuscripts,
Records, or Ancient Documents existing in, or relating to, Devon-

shire, with the nature of their contents, their locality, and whether
in public or private hands; and that Mr, J. Brooking-Rowe be
the Secretary.

14. That the Rev. I. K. Anderson, Mr. R. Burnard, Rev. S.
Baring-Gould, Mr. J. D. Pode, Mr. J. Brooking-Rowe, Mr. Basil
Thomson, and Mr. R. Hansford Worth be a Committee for the
purpose of exploring Dartmoor and the Camps in Devon ; and
that the Rev. S. Baring-Gould be the Secretary.

15. That Mr. Maxwell Adams, Mr. J. S. Amery, Dr. Brushfield,
Rev. Professor Chapman, Sir Alfred W. Croft, Rev. O. J. Reichel,
Mrs. Troup, Mr. J. Brooking-Rowe, Dr. Arthur B. Prowse, Mr.
William Davies, Miss H. Saunders, and Mr. W. A. Francken be
a Committee to consider the matter of preparing, according to
the best methods, an Index to the First Series (Vols. I-XXX) of
the Transactions; that Mr. J. S. Amery be the Secretary; and
that this Committee have power to add to their number.

16. That Mr. Maxwell Adams, Mr. J. S. Amery, Dr. Brush-
field, Rev. Chancellor Edmonds, Mr. T. Cann Hughes, Sir Roper
Lethbridge, Rev. O. J. Reichel, Mr. Harbottle Reed, Mr. J.
Brooking-Rowe, Mr. George E. Windeatt, and Rev. J. F. Chanter
be a Committee, with power to add to their number, to prepare
a detailed account of the Church Plate of the Diocese of Exeter;
and that Mr. T. Cann Hughes and Mr. Harbottle Reed be the
joint Secretaries.
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Obituary Notices.

CAROLINE BEARD AVERILL. Miss Caroline Beard Averill
joined the Association in July, 1904, and died in August
of the same year.

JOHN Movsey DE LupBROOK BARTLET. The Rev. J. M.
de Ludbrook Bartlet was elected a member in 1877, and was
for many years a constant attendant at our annual meetings.
He was for some time incumbent of Marazion and chaplain
of St. Michael's Mount. He died 1 March, 1905, at the
age of 84, and was buried at Ermington.

LeEwis BEARNE. Lewis Bearne was born in 1821, and
died in September, 1904. For more than fifty years he was
a prominent man in the public life of Newton, and held
every office in connexion with it. He was a member of the
old Local Board, Chairman of the succceding authority, the
Urban District Council, and Vice-Chairman (at his own
request) of the Council on the amalgamation of Highweek
and Wolborough. He was a county councillor, a justice of
the peace, churchwarden, feoffee of the Wolborough Chari-
ties, and chairman of the Newton Gas Company. Courteous
and affable, he was greatly respected by all who knew him,
or who were in any way brought into relations with him. He
became a member in 1884, when the Association held its
meeting at Newton.

ALEXANDER CALLANDER. Lieutenant-General Callander
became a member at the Totnes meeting in 1900. He was
born in Stirlingshire in 1829; he was the third son of
Mr. Randal W. M. Callander, and grandson of Colonel and
Lady Elizabeth Callander, of Craigforth and Ardkinglas, N.B.
He entered the 58th Native Infantry as second lieutenant
in 1848, became lieutenant in February, 1855, and captain
in the Bengal Staff Corps six years later. He was adjutant
of the Nusseree Battalion for four and a half years, and
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brigide-major at Multan for five and a half years, and
D.AAG.also. In 1878 Lieutenant-Colonel Callander married
Minns, only daughter of the late W. H. Swinton, H.ELCS.,
of Warsash House, Hants. During the Afghan campaigns
of 1879-80, he acted as ex-commissariat officer at Bareilly.
Eight years of his service was spent as Commandant of
forts on the Afghan frontier, and for four years he was
stationed at Fort Kangra, which was recently totally de-
sitoyed by the great earthquake. He became lieutenant-
colonel in February, 1874, and colonel in February, 1879 ;
be returned to Europe in 1886, and was placed on the
uemployed supernumerary list in March, 1887. He was
promoted major-general in January, 1889, and lieutenant-
general in December, 1892. The deceased officer was a
talented linguist, and passed as interpreter in Persian
and Urdu. Lieutenant-General Callander had been in fail-
ing health for some time. After two successive paralytic
strokes he died at Vineyard, Dartington, Totnes, on 16 June,
1905.

FrEDERICK BINLEY DICKINSON. The Rev. Frederick Binley
Dickinson was born at Macclesfield, Cheshire, 27 December,
1832. His father, a doctor in that town, was a very good
antiquary and numismatist. He matriculated at Oxford,
and was Hulmeian Exhibitioner at Brasenose, and was
second in Moderations in 1853. He took his degrees of B.A.
and M.A. in 1855 and 1858. He was ordained deacon by
the Bishop of Worcester in 1857, and priest the following
year by the Bishop of Exeter. He was curate at Dawlish
1857-8, Tavistock 1858-61, St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields
1861-5, and morning reader at Westminster Abbey
1864-5, curate of Lillington, Warwick, 1865-9, and after-
noon lecturer at Leamington 1867-8. From 1869 to 1871
he was in charge of Hulme Walfield, Cheshire, and curate of
Great Chart in 1872, and vicar of Ashford in the same year.
At Ashford he remained until 1887. About twenty years
before his death he came to reside at Ottery St. Mary,
where he spent the rest of his life. He very soon became a
most useful personage in the place, and interested himself
greatly in the welfare of the town and neighbourhood. He
was a justice of the peace for the county, Chairman of the
Ottery St. Mary Rural District Council, a governor of the
King’s Grammar School, and a manager of the National
Schools, Secretary of the Cottage Hospital and of the
Kennaway Habitation of the Primrose League, and Chairman
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of the Ottery School Board up to the time of its dissolution.
Mr. Dickinson was a member of the church choir, and always
ready to assist the clergy of the parish in their work by
taking various services, preaching, and visiting. The fine
parish church was a continual source of delight to him. He
studied it and its history with great interest and intelli-
gence, and in 1897 he gave a lecture upon it at the Church
Institute. This lecture was afterwards printed, and it is a
clearly written and valuable contribution to the church’s
story. He also published a handbook to the church for the
use of visitors. His loss to the Association is serious. He
took much interest in our work, and attended some recent
meetings; we had hopes- of assistance and of contribu-
tions from him in the future. On Christmas Day, 1903, he
was seized with the first of a series of alarming heart
attacks, and on the evening of Sunday, December 18th,
1904, after a few seconds of unconsciousness, he passed
peacefully away.

JoHN REYNOLDS GULSON. John Reynolds Gulson was
born 13 April, 1833 ; B.A. Trinity College, Cambridge, 1856,
from Harrow; member of the Western Circuit; student of
the Inner Temple, 20 April, 1855; called to the Bar
26 January, 1858. He was the eldest son of Edward Gulson,
of Exmouth, Devon, Poor Law Inspector. He married,
April, 1872, Frances Pemberton D., daughter of J. O.
McWilliam, M.D., R.N,, C.B, F.RS., etc. Mr. Gulson became
a member in 1874, at the first meeting of the Society at
Teignmouth. He died on 7 June, 1905, deeply regretted
by a large circle of friends.

GEORGE HARVEY. George Harvey, of 2 Grove Road,
‘Willesden Green, London, was elected in 1901, and died in
1905.

WiLLiaM HeENRY KitsoN. William Henry Kitson, who
died on 25 August, 1904, at the age of 71, will be
greatly missed at Torquay. He took an active interest in
everything connected with the place of his residence, more
especially in relation to philanthropic work and the Con-
servative cause. He was President of the Torbay Hospital,
and a generous benefactor to its funds. He was Chairman
of the Torquay Gas Company and a justice of the peace.
He was one of our oldest members, having joined in 1865.
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THE EARL oF MoORLEY. Albert Edmund Parker, third
Earl of Morley, and Viscount Boringdon, was born in 1843.
His father was the second earl, his mother the daughter of
Montagu Edmund Parker, of Whiteway, Devon, widow of
William Coryton, of Pentillie Castle. He was educated at
Eton and Balliol, and took a first class in Litere Humaniores.
In 1880 Lord Morley became Under-Secretary for War in
Mr. Gladstone’s Government. He filled this office for five
years, and in 1886 he became First Commissioner of Works.
In 1889 he was appointed to the permanent and important
office of Chairman of Committees and Deputy-Speaker of
the House of Lords. Lord Morley was the first Vice-Chair-
man of the Devon County Council, and was elected Chairman
on the death of Lord Clinton. In 1876 he married Mar-
garet, daughter of the late Robert S. Holford, of Weston Birt,
co. Gloucester, and Dorchester House, Park Lane. He
became a member of our Association in 1885, and on the
occasion of its meeting at Plympton received the members
at a garden party at Saltram. He died, after a long and
painful illness, on 26 February, 1905.

JOHN Morris. John Morris was born at Southmolton in
1823, where his father was a builder. He was articled to a
solicitor, and in 1841 went to London, and soon after his
qualifying he became a member of the firm of Ashurst &
Son. The work of Mr. Morris was closely identified with
the progress of the city of London and the rise and growth
of great joint-stock companies. He was largely concerned in
the introduction of the telephone, Mr. Morris subscribing,
with eleven others, £1000 each to start the undertaking.
At the time of his death he was one of London’s oldest
solicitors and head of the firm of Ashurst, Morris, Crisp,
& Co. He died in March, 1905, having been elected a
member only last year.

C. A. NaxgiveLL. Dr. C. A. Nankivell, of Torquay, was
elected a life member in 1881, and died in 1904.

JonN Buop PaEAR. Sir John Budd Phear was born in
1825, and was the eldest son of the Rev. John Phear,
Rector of Earl Stonham, and Catherine Wreford, daughter of
Samuel Budd, of North Tawton. His father’s brother was
the Rev. S. G. Phear, late Master of Emmanuel College,
Cambridge. He was educated at Pembroke College, Cam-
bridge, and graduated sixth wrangler in 1847. Afterwards
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he was elected to a Fellowship at Clare, where he became
mathematical lecturer and assistant tutor. In 1854 he
was called to the Bar by the Inner Temple, and ten years
later he was appointed Judge of the High Court of Judi-
cature, Calcutta, where he remained until 1876. In 1865 he
married Emily, the daughter of Mr. J. Bolton, of Burnley
House, Stockwell, by whom he had three children, a son and
two daughters. In 1877 he was knighted, and appointed
Chief Justice of Ceylon. On the news of the death of Sir
J. B. Phear reaching Ceylon, the Chief Justice, the Hon.
Sir Charles Peter Layard, announcing it to the Court, ex-
pressed the great regret with which the intelligence had
been received. He said that,—

Unfortunately for his contemporaries and for the Colony at large,
he did not continue very long as chief magistrate of this island.
During the short time he presided on the Bench he won the
respect and regard of his colleagues and of the whole body of the
legal profession, by whom he was much beloved. His sterling
ability and unflagging industry were his most remarkable
characteristics, and his kindliness to the younger members of the
Bar will ever be remembered by those who had the good fortune to
come into direct contact with him. He earnestly endeavoured to
eradicate from our procedure fictitious causes of action, and the
subsequent overruling of his dicta on that point I, for one, how-
ever regretted. Though he has passed away, his lucid and clear
expositions of the law have left an indelible mark in the adminis-
tration of justice in this Colony.

In acknowledging the remarks of the Chief Justice, Mr. P.
Rdmandthan, the leader of the Bar, said that his lordship
had accurately described the qualities of the late Sir J. B.
Phear, who was one of the most distinguished judges that
ever graced the Bench of the Supreme Court,—

One of the first services he rendered to the profession was the
institution of a weekly publication of authorized reports of cases
decided on appeal by the Supreme Court. He found that the
Judiciary of the island went without authorized law reports, and
that it was not unusual in those days for judges to hear eases
elaborately argued, only to find later on that the very points
involved in them had been argued before and determined by earlier
judges. The minor magistrates also had no opportunity of be-
coming familiar in proper time with the decision of the Appellate
Court. Sir John corresponded with the Government, and brought
about the publication of the * Supreme Court Circular.”

Another service earned for him speedily the gratitude of the
whole island. At the time he assumed office the Supreme Court
had gone greatly into arrears. Cases sent up in appeal lay un-
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disposed of for eighteen months, much to the inconvenience of
suitors.  Sir John Phear addressed himself to the task of render-
ing speedy justice in appeal. He introduced the routine of
appellate judges sitting almost every day in the week. By
assiduous work he cleared off all arrears in the course of eighteen
months, which contributed not a little to the peace of the country
and to the elasticity of trade in the island.

Another service, the highest and best in the estimation of the
Bar, was his training of the Bar and his demonstrating to it the
truth that the so-called “ uncertainty of the law” is nothing more
than the uncertainty of ill-trained judges as to the true facts of the
case and the proper principles of law applicable to it. Sir John
severely condemned inaccurate statements of facts, and was ever
on his guard against the colouring given to a case by inconclusive
arguments. He would accept facts and legal principles only. He
trained the members of the Bar to be not only accurate in regard
to the facts of the case, but also guarded in the expression of
opinions. He had a way all his own of manifesting errors of
thought and faults in reasoning. Above all, he made the Bar
argue cases upon first principles of law. Before his advent legal
principles were of little avail in the determination of a case unless
supported by a judgment of a competent court here or in
England. After Sir John's arrival, if in arguing a case an
advocate cited a decided case without going into first principles,
his lordship would say, “I do not want authorities; let us solve
this case even as a mathematician would solve a problem, by
applying the axioms and propositions we have learned in our
books.” Advocates were thus encouraged to look up the first
principles of law applicable to the case and to carefully apply
them. Sir John Phear would often help them in the art of
applying principles to facts. If they passed on to authorities too
speedily, he would say, “ We do not want authorities just yet ;
they are only of corroborative value. Let us solve the question by
the proper application of first principles, and then look into
authorities to discover whether our conclusions on first principles
are corroborated by them.” In this way first principles became
paramount. Before his time legal principles had become so
elastic and uncertain by pronouncements from the Bench that it
was difficult to advise clients. During Sir John Phear’s time
these difficulties disappeared. Lawyers were able at the outset
almost to prophesy what would be the result of a case in appeal.
Training such as this one can never forget, nor cease to be grateful
for.

Soon after his return to England he came into Devonshire
to live, taking up his abode at Marpool Hall, Exmouth. He
very speedily joined the Association, and took a very keen in-
terest in its doings. His contributions to the “Transactions”
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were frequent, and in 1886 he was President. So recently as
1904, at the meeting at Teignmouth, he read a paper on
“The Hide Examined.” Sir John was an ardent Liberal
He made three attempts to enter the House of Commons,
each unsuccessful. In 1885 he stood for the Honiton
Division, in 1886 for the Tavistock Division, and in 1893 for
the Tiverton Division. He was a D.L. and J.P. for the
County of Devon, a Chairman of Quarter Sessions, and for
some time Chairman of the Standing Joint Committee. He
was the author of “ Elementary Mechanics ” (1850), “ Elemen-
tary Hydrostatics” (1852), “ Rights of Water” (1860), “ The
Aryan Village in India and Ceylon” (1880), “ International
Trade,” *“ Notes on Money,” and other pamphlets. He died
on 7 April, 1905, at his residence, Marpool Hall, in his
eighty-first year, after a short illness, greatly regretted by all
who knew him.

Isaac RoBErTs. The astronomical investigations of Dr.
Isaac Roberts, sc.p., F.R.S.,, F.R.AS., F.G.S,, have largely added
to our knowledge of the stars, clusters, nebule, and the struc-
ture of the universe. His geological work was also of much
value. Up to 1870 he resided at Liverpool, and on leaving
that city he was presented with an address from the mayor,
the princigals and professors of the University College, the
representatives and members of the scientific and literary
societies, and the leading citizens. The hon. degree of
Doctor of Science was conferred on him by the University
of Dublin in 1892, In 1895 he was awarded the Gold
Medal of the Royal Astronomical Society, on the Council
of which he served for several years. From 1890 to the
time of his death the work of Dr. Roberts was continued at
his observatory at Starfield, Crowborough, Sussex. Dr.
Roberts was a life member, elected in 1877. He died at
Crowborough in July, 1904.

JoHN WiLL1aM WALTERS RYDER. J. W. W, Ryder was
elected a member of the Association in 1869. He died
on 13 November, 1904, having two months before com-
pleted his ninety-fifth year. For over seventy years he was
a comspicuous figure in the public life of Plymouth Dock,
and of the same place from 1837 under its new name of
Devonport. He took much interest in the Association and
its work, and until recent years frequently attended the
annual meetings.
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THomas AuvcusTus SoMMERS ScoTT. Thomas Augustus
Sommers Scott, the eldest son of the Rev. Thomas Scott,
Rector of Itchingfield, Sussex, was born at Ilfracombe
4 September, 1845. He was for some time a clerk in the
Admiralty, Somerset House, but left this occupation, and
Studying for the law, was admitted a solicitor in September
1883, and became a member of the firm of Down, Scott, &
Down, at Dorking. In 1889 he left Dorking to reside at

mbe, and as he still retained his interest in, and was
the head of the firm, he opened a branch office of Down,
Scott, & Down in the town, his new place of abode. He
Was a good lawyer and a successful practitioner, and his
8uccess in the High Cours in an interesting local lawsuit,
Starkey v. Swiss, will be always remembered in Ilfracombe.
At a meeting of the members of the Transvaal Gold
Mining Estates held soon after Mr. Scott’s death, the
Chairman referred to the loss sustained by his death, he
being one of the London committee, and said that during all
the eight years covered by his tenure of office he was absent
from only one meeting; his legal training and business
capacity were of great help to the directors in their delibera-
tions, and in the conduct of that part of the company’s
business that fell to be transacted in London; and that his
colleagues had lost a valued colleague and the members a
capable and conscientious representative. In 1903 Mr.
Scott was elected a member of the Ilfracombe Urban
District Council, being placed at the head of the poll with
the largest number of votes ever before given to a candidate,
and he proved a very useful member. He became a member
of the Association in 1876. He had gone to London on
business in June, 1904, and while there was stricken with
paralysis and died on the eighth of the same month.

SmrthH, E. Mr. E. Smith, r.c.s., of Hillside, Bradninch,
became a member in 1874, and died in 1904.

EpwARD JOHN TATTERSILL. Edward John Tattersill was
born in Plymouth 3 August, 1856. He was apprenticed to
the firm of Brown, Wills, and Nicholson, wholesale grocers
of the town. He left their employ at the age of 20 for
Bristol, where, with the experience gained in a larger ware-
house, his business education was completed. He returned
to Devonshire and became a partner in an old-established
business at Newton Abbot. Here he remained until 1884,
when he joined his brother-in-law at Torrington, acquiring
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the business which had been carried on for many years
by J. S. Farleigh. Afterwards Messrs. Tattersill & Snow
extended their business to Bideford, but soon the partnership
was dissolved, Mr. Snow remaining at Torrington and Mr.
Tattersill taking up his abode at Bideford, where his abilities
a8 a business man had full and successful play. Both at
Torrington and Bideford he entered into the public life of
the towns. While at the former place he was a member
of the Town Council, of the School Board, and of the Board
of Conservators. In 1894 he was elected a member of the
Bideford Town Council. He was a justice of the peace for the
county and borough, a member of the Long Bridge Trust, a
governor of the Grammar School, a guardian of the poor,
a member of the Borough Education Committee, and a
patron of Bideford Hospital, besides being on the committees
of other charitable and philanthropic institutions of the
town and neighbourhood. In the Free Library and all
matters connected with educatiod he took much interest.
He was Mayor for three successive years, in 1891-2, 1892-3,
and 18934, and he discharged the duties of the office in
a most satisfactory way. He had the honour of being
invited to the Coronation of the King, and received the
Coronation medals. He welcomed the Devonshire Associa-
tion at its meeting in 1902 in a way which will be always
remembered with pleasure by those members who were
present. In the autumn of 1904 Mr. Tattersill became
seriously ill, and, although there was some occasional im-
provement, there was never any restoration to health; and,
to the great regret of his townsmen and of all who knew
him, he died on 10 May, 1905. He was interred in East-
the-Water Cemetery on the Saturday following.

HeNrY A. WILLEY. Mr. H. A. Willey, of Exeter, joined
the Association in 1901. He was well known in commercial
life as the head of the firm of Willey & Co., gas and light-
ing engineers, of Exeter. He was a man of remarkable
character, says the writer of a short sketch of his life which
appeared shortly after his death. His great business
capacity, his large-mindedness and public spirit, his un-
bounded generosity in the cause of education and charity,
his constant efforts to promote the spiritual, moral, and
material well-being of the people, especially those in the
humbler walks of life, were prominent traits, while his zeal
and enthusiasm made him a man whose influence it would
be difficult to estimate. Although weighed down by ill-
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health and the pressure of a vast business, he was always
engaged in some cause which had for its object the pro-
motion of public interests, and he espoused no cause with-
out rendering it substantial financial aid. He died 21
September, 1904, at the early age of 41.

WiLLiAM HENRY TURNER. William Henry Turner, of the
Barton, Bideford, was born 4 December, 1856, and died
3 June, 1905, was a justice of the peace for the borough,
a well-known agriculturist, and a successful farmer. He
took an active part in public matters, and was Chairman of
the Bideford Rural District Council and Vice-Chairman of
the Board of Guardians. He was elected a member of the
Association in 1902.



ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT,
BASIL H. THOMSON, Esq.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—The subject which I have
chosen for my address this evening is the Decay of the Law
of Custom, and the profound influence which it must have
upon. the destiny of the human race. With the brilliant
little expedition to Lhasa twelve months ago the last
romance of exploration evaporated, and there now remains
on this earth no race which has not seen Europeans face to
face. There are no longer any blanks in the maps of the
habitable parts of the globe, no corner where a novelist may
create for his readers an imaginary kingdom, no island in
temperate seas not set down in the charts; even
the latest conception of Utopia has had to be placed on the
shores of the Lake of Lucerne. In the sense that no race
now exists which is not in some way under the influence of
Western civilization, the present year may be said to be a
fresh starting-point in the history of mankind. Whither-
soever we turn, the laws of custom, which have governed
the coloured races for countless generations, are breaking
down; the old isolation which kept their blood pure is
vanishing before railway and steamship communication,
before the importation of alien coloured labour to work
plantations in tropical colonies; and ethnologists of the
future, having no pure race left to examine, will have to
fall back upon hearsay evidence in studying the history
of human institutions.

All this has happened before in the world’s history, but
over a more limited area. To the Roman conquests, the
Roman system of slave-holding, and still more to the Roman
roads, we owe the fact that there is not in Western Europe a
single race of unmixed blood, for even the Basques, if they
are indeed the last survivors of the old Iberian stock, have
intermarried with the French and Spanish people about
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them. An ethnologist living in the eighth century, watching
the wave upon wave of destructive immigration that sub-
merged England, might well have doubted whether so extra-
ordinary a mixture of races could ever develop patriotism
and pride of race, and yet it did not take many centuries to
evolve in us a sense of nationality, not to speak of insular
prejudice superadded. Nationality and patriotism are in
fact purely artificial and geographical sentiments, and the
blood tie on which is supposed to be founded the friend-
ship between England and the United States, which have
been peopled by immigrants from every European country,
is to the ethnographer a little absurd. We feel none of
the bitter hate of our Saxon forefathers for their Norman
conquerors: the path of our advance through the centuries
is strewn with the corpses of dead patriotisms and dead
race-hatreds.

The mixture of races in Europe, you may suggest, was
merely the mingling of peoples descended from a common
Aryan stock, but if that were so, what has become of the
hosts of Asiatic and African slaves scattered through Europe
during the Roman Empire, of the Africans introduced
into Southern Portugal by Prince Henry the Navigator, of
the Jews that swarmed in every medieval city, of the Moors
in Southern Spain? Did none of these intermarry with
Europeans and leave a half-caste Semitic progeny behind
them? How otherwise can you account for the extra-
ordinary diversity in skull measurement, in proportion, and
in colour in the population of every European country ?
The modern study of ethnography has been obscured and
retarded by the assumption, first enunciated by Max Miiller,
that affinity in language, in religion, and in custom neces-
sarily implies affinity in blood, whereas history is full of
examples of a conquering race imposing its language and
religion upon a subject people; and since human minds are
much the same, whatever the colour of the skin, their ideas
are always prone to crystallize into customs that are
coincident.

If we except the inhabitants of a few remote islands,
there has probably never been an unmixed race since the
Palzolithic Age. Long before the dawn of history, king-
doms rose and fell. Broken tribes, fleeing from their con-
querors, put to sea and founded colonies in distant countries.
Troy was no exception to the rule of the old world, that at
the sack of every city the men were slain and the women
were reserved to be the wives of their conquerors, and it was

v
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doubtless to provide against contamination from this cause
that Saul was commanded to slay “both man and woman,
infant and suckling” of the Amalekites, the ancestors of the
Bedawin Arabs of the Sinai desert.

The present population of the globe is estimated at about
fifteen hundred millions, of which seven hundred millions
are nominally progressive and eight hundred millions are
stagnant under the law of custom. It is a little difficult to
choose terms that even approach scientific accuracy in these
generalizations, for if we use the word “civilized” the
London “hooligan” and the “Bowery tough” are apt to
occur to us; if the words “stagnant” and “progressive,”
how are the Parsee gentleman and the Sussex farm labourer
to be classed? Nor can the terms “ white ” and “ coloured ”
be uged, for there are Chinese many shades whiter than the
Portuguese. But as long as we know what we mean, the
scientific accuracy of our terms is of no importance, and so
for convenience I will call all races of European descent
“civilized,” and all races living under the law of custom
“uncivilized.” The problem that will be solved within the
next few centuries is—What part is to be taken in the
world’s affairs by these eight hundred millions of uncivilized
men who happen for the moment to be politically inferior to
seven hundred millions of civilized men ?

For centuries they have been sleeping. Under the law of
custom, which no man dares to disobey, progress was impos-
sible. The law of custom was the law of our own forefathers,
until the infusion of new blood and new customs shook them
out of the groove and set them choosing between the old and
the new, and then to making new laws to meet new needs.
This happened so long ago that if it were not for a few
ceremonial survivals we might well doubt whether our fore-
fathers were ever so held in bondage. To illustrate the law
of custom I may be permitted to relate a common incident
of travel in the South Seas. We are bowling along the
south coast of New Guinea in a native canoe with a fair
wind behind us. Suddenly as we round a point the natives
lower the sail and begin laboriously to paddle the canoe
across the bay. It is obvious that a malignant demon haunts
this bay—that goes without saying in New Guinea—but
these men are Christians, and profess no longer to believe
in the power of demons. The reason they give is this:
“Qur fathers always lowered the sail and paddled here,
but do not be impatient; at yonder point they always
hoisted the sail again, and we shall do the same.” With



MR. BASIL THOMSON'S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 45

this precept—to do as your father did before you—an
isolated race will remgin absolutely stationary. There is,
in all the history of travel, I believe, only one instance in
which the absolute stagnation of a race has been proved,
and that is the case of the Solomon Islands, the first of
the Pacific Island groups to be discovered, and the last to
be influenced by Europeans. As the story is unique it is
worth recalling here.

In 1568 a Spanish expedition under Alvaro de Men-
dafia set sail from Peru in quest of the southern continent.
Missing all the great island groups, Mendaifia discovered the
Solomon Islands, which he so named, not because he found
any gold there, but because he hoped thereby to inflame the
cupidity of the Council of the Indies into fitting out a fresh
expedition. Fortunately, the treasurer, or, as we should call
him, purser, one Gomez Catoira, was an observant and
copious writer, and he has left us a full account of the cus-
toms of the natives, and about forty words of their language
350 years ago. And now comes the strange part of the
story. Expedition after expedition set sail for the Solomon
Islands; group after group was discovered; but the
Solomons were lost, and at last geographers, having shifted
them to every vacant space left in the charts, treated them
as fabulous and expunged them altogether. They were re-
discovered by Bougainville exactly two centuries later, but it
was not until late in the nineteenth century that any
attempt was made at studying the language and customs of
the natives. It was then found that in everything, down to
the pettiest detail in their dress, their daily life, and their
language they were exactly the same as when Catoira saw
them three and a half centuries ago, and g0 no doubt they
would have remained until the last trump, had not Euro-
peans come among them.

1f, as there is good reason for believing, the modern Eskimo
are the lineal descendants of the cave men who hunted the
reindeer and the urus in Derbyshire in Pleistocene times,
the identity of their habits is to be ascribed to the same
cause—the want of a stimulus from without through contact
with other races.

It must occur to every student of history that among the
races in bondage to the law of custom there have been rare
souls, born before their time, from whom the eternal “Thou
shalt not” of the law of custom provoked the question
“Why ?” Some there were, of course, but they met the fate
ordained for men born before their time—in civilized states
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the hemlock, the cross, and the stake; in uncivilized, the
club or the spear. It will never be known whether the real
complaint which the Athenians had against Socrates was
that an unceasing flow of wisdom and argument is more than
any erring man can stand, but the published grounds for his
condemnation were : first, that he denied the gods recognized
by the State; and second, that he corrupted the young.
This, as William Mariner tells us, is word for word what men
whispered under their breath when Finau, the King of Vavau,
in the Friendly Islands, dared to scoff at the law of tabu in
1810, and he came to a bad end. In fact, reformers in
primitive races never lived long: if they were low-born they
were clubbed, and that was the end of them and their
reforms ; if they were chiefs and something happened to
them either by disease or accident—and among warlike races
something happens to everybody—men saw therein the finger
of an offended deity, and obedience to the existing order of
things become stronger than before.

The law of custom is always interwoven with religion, and
is enforced by fear of earthly punishment for disobedience.
This fear is strongest among patriarchal peoples whose re-
ligion is founded upon the worship of ancestors. I know
that I am treading upon dangerous ground when I suggest
that the worship of ancestors has had far more to do with the
origin of primitive faiths than Professor Max Miiller and his
followers will allow. It is the most natural form of religion
for a patriarchal society. The father ruled the family. Each
member of it turned to him for the ordering of his daily life.
No scheme entered the head of the young man that did not
turn upon the consent of the head of the family. Suddenly
the father died. How were his sons to rid themselves of
the idea of his controlling influence? It had guided them
ever since they were born. When living he had been wont
to threaten them with punishment for disobedience,and now
that he was dead, when they did the things of which he used
to disapprove, punishment was sure to follow: the crops
failed ; a hurricane unroofed the huts; a murrain destroyed
the cattle. If they won a victory over their enemies it was
he that had strengthened their arms. Generations came
and went; the tribe waxed in numbers and split into septs ;
the human origin of the spirit to which they offered sacrifice
became misty; he was now the tutelary god of the tribe.
His tomb, to which they had been accustomed to bring their
propitiatory offerings, and which, at least among the Neo-
lithic peoples, was intended to resemble the house in which
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he had lived, had a temple attached to it, and, finally, priests
to interpret his will. To depart, therefore, from the customs
of the ancestor is to insult the tribal god, and it became the
business of each member of the tribe to see that the impiety
of a fellow-tribesman brought no judgment down upon his
bhead. As one might expect, wherever ancestor-worship is
strongest, there the law of custom is most rigid. Among
the island races of the Pacific 8 man was only free from its
tyranny when he died. As in the German’s ideal of a well-
governed city, everything was forbidden. Hedged about by
the tabu, he could scarce move hand or foot without circum-
spection. If he erred, even unwittingly, the spirits of
disease were there to rack his body. In Tonga he performed
almost daily the Moe-moe, an act of penance to atone for
possible breaches of the tabu, and in the civil war of 1810 it
was the practice to open the bodies of the slain to discover
from the state of the liver whether the dead warrior had led
a good or an evil life. .

As we are sitting in the heart of Dartmoor among Neolithic
monuments that are still puzzling antiquarians, I may be
permitted to digress for a moment on the subject of the
temples devoted to ancestor-worship. In the island of
Vitilevu, in Fiji, connected with the tombs of dead chiefs,
there are stone enclosures, or alignments, which were in use
as open-air temples as lately as forty years ago. They were
called Nanga, or Longa, which means bed, that is, “ Bed of
the Ancestors,” and thither once a year flocked all the people
for the double purpose of presenting the first-fruits to im-
plore a good crop for the coming season and of initiating the
youths who had attained manhood during the year. No one
who has lived for years among ancestor-worshippers can
see the care bestowed upon their dead by the hut-circle
dwellers of Dartmoor and the builders of the long barrows
in other parts of England, and dispossess his mind of the
conviction that these were people who had the same religious
ideas. There have been many fanciful explanations of the
alignments of Merivale which most of us will examine
during the next few days, but I confess that, with every
predisposition towards scientific caution, I can never look
upon the kistvaens and the lines of stones to which they are
attached without recalling the Nanga and the annual cele-
bration of the Mbak: rites.

In order to illustrate the law of custom in decay, I pro-
pose to take one of the island races of the Pacific, because,
by the isolation of the race through many centuries, no
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foreign ideas, filtered through neighbouring tribes, had cor-
rupted it before the white men came and its ruin was made
thereby the more sudden and complete. What is true of the
Melanesians is true with slight modifications of every primi-
tive society in Asia, Africa, and America which is being
forcibly dragged into the vortex of what we call progress.
In Fiji there was a limited form of polygamy, that is to
say, the chiefs married as many wives as they pleased, the
minor chiefs two or three at most, the common men one,
and as, under this arrangement, there were not women
enough to go round, the base-born had to go without. It is
a curious fact that in Australasia the more primitive the
race the more complicated and elaborate were the marriage
laws, which seem, speaking generally, to have been designed
to’ prevent the marriage of near kin. In Australia and
Melanesia the people were divided into marriage classes, and
a man was limited in his choice of a wife to women of the
marriage class assigned to him. But among the Melanesian
tribes of Vitilevu, in Fiji, there is a curious variation of the
system which may possibly contain a physiological truth as
yet unknown to us. A man is born the husband of his
mother’s brother’s daughter, but the daughters of his mother’s
sister and of his father’s brother are regarded as being in
exactly the same relationship to him as his own sisters, and
even ordinary social intercourse with them is forbidden.
First cousins who are the children of a brother and sister
are marriageable; first cousins who are the children of two
brothers or of two sisters are absolutely forbidden to marry.
In Europe we make no distinction between the consanguinity
of first cousins. Marriage between them is looked upon
generally with disfavour, but that is all. But the strange
part of the Fijian system is this. A man did not, of course,
marry all the cousins who were his natural wives, and not
unfrequently he refused to marry any of them. But the
logic of the system was inexorable: his children and their
children were none the less regarded as brothers and
sisters and were forbidden to marry, though their con-
sanguinity was really remote. Ten years ago, when
customary law had already begun to break down, a mar-
riage census was taken in 112 villages, in order to ascer-
tain how many first cousins actually did marry, and what
was the result upon their offspring. It was found that
30 per cent.—a little under one-third—of the married
couples were first cousins, and, what was more surprising,
they had larger and healthier families than the couples who
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had no bond of consanguinity. In these villages there were
a few couples of the wrong kind of first cousins, who had
been emboldened by the inroad of foreign ideas to marry in
defiance of the tribal law. Of the children of these
marriages, astonishing as it may seem, not one was left alive.
These rather startling facts may, no doubt, to some extent
be explained away by assuming that greater care would be
bestowed upon children whose parents had married in accord-
ance with the wishes of their relations, than upon those
whose parents had estranged all their friends by their
marriage ; but there remains a residuum which seems to me
to deserve investigation, especially as a similar custom is
found in India, as is shown in Mr. Denzil Ibbetson’s census
of the Punjab. Some years ago I wrote to “The Times” in-
viting people who knew of first-cousin marriages among
their acquaintances to take note of the sex of the parents of
the first cousins, for in the few cases with which I was
personally acquainted the offspring of what the Fijians would
regard as proper marriages were strong and healthy, and
those of one improper cousin-marriage were the reverse; but
the only result of my letter was to inundate me with appeals
from people in whose families a cousin-marriage was im-
minent that I should furnish them with arguments with
which to frighten the young couple into breaking off the
match. This was not at all what I had intended, and as
the Registrar-General was of opinion that such questions in
the census paper might be considered too inquisitorial, the
matter rests there. Nevertheless, it is just possible that the
Fijians have hit upon an obscure truth in consanguinity,
and that the children of a brother and sister respectively are
not so nearly related as the children of two brothers or of
two sisters.

The missionaries made a clean sweep of polygamy, and
beyond the dislocation of such property laws as depended
upon it I do not think that the vitality of the race suffered
from the abolition. But their interference with another cus-
tom was not so happy. The Fijian mother, like the Japanese,
nursed her child for two and even three years, because there
were no milk-yielding animals in the country, and it had
been found by experience that infants do not thrive on roast
pork and roast yam. To provide for this custom the mother
went back to her people and the father to the mbure, which
was a sort of bachelor village club-house for the unmarried
men, But to the missionaries the club-house savoured of
heathen customs, and they set to themselves the task of
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inculcating their ideal of English family life. The mbure
disappeared ; women who had reared families of four or five
healthy children now bore families of ten or twelve, of which
perhaps two survived infancy. The birth-rate suddenly
sprang to the highest in the world except Hungary; but the
death-rate outstripped it, and it is not surprising that the
race decreased by several hundreds annually.

And with this went the question of clothes. I have never
been able to understand the intimate connexion which
exists in some minds between clothing and Christianity.
In the Early Victorian mind it was not the mere covering
of the body which conveyed an impression of moral stability:
the body must be clothed in the garments of the English
middle class of that period—in fact in the ugliest vesture
ever conceived by the mind of man—or the soul was lost.
If we may judge from some of the American religious works
of fiction, the idea still survives in an altered form in the
Western States of America, where it is enough to label a
character as the villain of the story if the novelist attires
him in evening dress. In Tonga, where both sexes wore a
picturesque robe of native cloth from the waist downward,
the women were forced into unsightly petticoats and the
men into trousers and seedy frock coats, the effort at moral
respectability being a little marred by the impossibility of
purchasing boots and stockings of adequate proportions.
But if we grant that the missionaries were justified in
adopting some livery to distinguish their converts from
the heathen, they must stand condemned upon the hats.
Nature had covered the heads of Polynesians with a mop
of curly hair which the fiercest sun could not penetrate.
Yet the early missionaries actually invite applause for
industry in teaching the women to plait for themselves
straw bonnets to displace the flowers with which they
used to deck their heathen tresses.

It is fair to say in their defence that the natives certainly
regarded clothing as in some way cutting them off from
their heathen practices, for in every case of reversion to
heathenism their first act has been to discard their shirts.
Some of you may still remember the last little heathen out-
break in Vanualevu, eleven years ago, when the natives of
an inland village, unable any longer to endure the exactions
of their chief, notified their rebellion to the world by dis-
carding their clothes and killing and eating a native police-
man. The adoption of clothing altogether unsuited to their
climate and their habits has had much to do with the mortality
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from chest diseases; but this subject calls up to me so many
painful memories of fine, dignitied old chiefs degraded in
their dressing-rooms to a caricature of the minstrels of the
Egyptian Hall, that I will not pursue it further. A

In one respect the law of custom was doomed from the
first. It rests upon the authority of the elders, who are
the repositories of the ancient law. The first to come into
contact with foreigners are the young men, as sailors and
labourers in the employment of white men. They return to
their villages with their heads full of new ideas of liberty
and with contempt for the old superstitions.

Take for example the belief in witcheraft, which dies hard
—=s0 hard that it is still to be found in Europe. Its com-
monest form throughout the world is the belief that if the
wizard can procure something that belongs to his enemy,
such as the clippings of his hair or the remnants of his food,
he can weave a spell which will afflict him with a fatal dis-
ease. Now mark the influence which this belief has upon
customary law. If you would be safe from witchecraft you
must bury all refuse where none of your secret enemies can
find it. In Fiji the heathen villages were kept scrupulously
clean; but the people had scarcely abandoned their old
beliefs when weeds sprang up in the village square, kitchen
refuse and every kind of abomination were left lying near
the houses, and the villages, which were formerly perched on
breezy hill-tops for purposes of defence, were moved down to
the swampy ground near the water to save the daily labour
of water-carrying. In fact, so admirably was the old law of
custom framed to secure sanitation through the superstitious
fear of a people naturally prone to insanitary habits, that
one almost suspects the cunning hand of some prehistoric
medical officer of health with a taste for legislation.

The blessings of the Pax Britannica are enormous; but
they are the gifts of civilization least appreciated by semi-
savage tribes, whose life, formerly full of excitement, is now
intolerably dull. The evils of war are manifest enough; but
I am not sure that they are not outweighed by its good in-
fluence upon the vitality of a race, in fostering the virtues
of courage, self-sacrifice, energy, industry, and alertness. The
mortality by war at a time when every tribe was at feud
with its neighbour fell in Fiji far short of the mortality caused
by immorality and insanitary habits, just as in France the
annual mortality from epidemics far exceeds the carnage
of Ligny and Waterloo put together.

It may be argued that the law of custom has been swept
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away by conquering races many times in the world’s history—
that of the Neolithic people of the long barrows by the people
of the Bronze Age; that of the British by the Romans;
. that of the Romano-British by the Saxons; that of the
Saxons by the Normans; but there was this difference: in
all these cases the new customs were forced upon the weaker
people by the strong hand of its conquerors, and as it had
obeyed its own laws through fear of the Unseen, so it
adopted the entire body of new laws through fear of its new
masters. It was a rough, but in the end a wholesome
schooling. We go another way to work: we do not, as
-a rule, come to native races with the authority of conquerors;
we saunter into their country and annex it; we break down
their customs, but do not force them to adopt ours; we
teach them the precepts of Christianity, and in the same
breath assure them that instead of physical punishment by
disease, which they used to fear, their disobedience will be
visited by eternal punishment after death—a contingency
too remote to have any terrors for them ; and then we leave
them like a ship with a broken tiller, free to go whitherso-
ever the wind of fancy drives them, and it is not surprising
that they prefer the easy vices of civilization to the more
difficult virtues. In civilizing a native race the suaviter in
modo is probably a more dangerous process than the fortiter
n re.

The fabric of every complete social system has been built
up gradually. You may raze it to the foundations and erect
another in its place, but if you pull out a stone here and
there the whole comes tumbling to the ground before you
have time to make your alterations. Take for example the
civilized conception of the law of property. Through long
ages of crowded competition we Europeans have arrived at
the principle that a man’s property is his own to enjoy, and
that to steal it from him is not only a private injury, but an
offence against the community ; and inasmuch as the public
estimation in which he is held depends upon the amount of
property which he possesses, most of us spend our lives in
working to obtain something more than will cover the neces-
sities of life. If we respect ourselves, we neither borrow nor
lend, and our pride forbids us to accept gifts of money from
any person unrelated to us. Among semi-civilized people
private property exists, of course, but the line of definition
is not so sharp. A Fijian by his own industry has harvested
an unusual crop of yams. In theory they are inalienably
his: in practice every man in the tribe who happens to want
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yams has a lien upon them, to say nothing of the communal
levies for the entertainment of strangers, and he will be
fortunate if he is left with one-tenth for the support of his
family. In his heart he may feel sore, but the shame of
being known as a churlish man will constrain him to.conceal
his real feelings. In theory these were loans, and he was
free to visit each of the borrowers in turn and ask for an
equivalent, so that as long as none was richer or more indus-
trions than his neighbour the system worked out to a balance.
It bad, moreover, the advantage that there were no poor, for
when a man was too old or too lazy to work he asked his
neighbours for what he wanted and got it, without much loss
of social consideration. The reluctance to refuse a loan has
curious consequences. It is still possible for a European
loafer to live entirely upon the natives. He has only to take
care to be near a house when the dinner is being taken from
the pots to be sure of an invitation to share the meal; and I
have often thought that if an entire procession of the unem-
ployed could be transported bodily to the islands, this part
of the law of custom would have a short life. There is
an old story—I do not vouch for its accuracy—that a tribe
which was at war in the early days of settlement ran short
of gunpowder for its muskets. The case being desperate, it
sent an envoy to its adversary to borrow ammunition, and
obtained enough to continue the contest. To illustrate the
evil case of the native who has grasped the European con-
ception of property, let me cite the case of Tauyasa. Tauyasa
was a man of no birth, but in common with every member of
his tribe he had land on the fertile alluvium of the Rewa
River. He preferred the society of white men to that of his
own people, and when a little gone in liquor with his inti-
mates, he was wont to declare, “ God made a mistake when
He made me a Fijian. Here (tapping his chest) black man
here (touching his forehead) white man!” And so he set
himself to acquire all that the white man had. All that he
cared for was that the bananas in his plantation should have
fifteen “hands” to the bunch. He wore trousers, put a
wooden floor and glazed windows in his house, gave his wife
a harmonium and a sewing machine, and rode a horse. All
these his plantation was made to produce, for he paid Indian
coolies to work for him, and to the swarm of his fellow-
tribesmen, even to his chief himself, when they tried to
borrow from him, he turned a deaf ear. He even dared to
refuse a subscription to the mission funds, and though none
was 80 r at church-going as he when business did not
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stand in the way, I regret to say that if the monthly
steamer happened to be sailing he desecrated the Sabbath
by loading bananas on his cutter for shipment to New
Zealand. For all these things he earned the envy and
hatred of his fellows. His imported hens were stolen ; his
tether-ropes were cut in the night, and his cows damaged
the cane-fields; his own people shunned him, and only the
lower class of white men—ships’ firemen and the like—
would consort with him. So Tauyasa began to worry; and
the more he worried, the bitterer were the taunts of his
people, which a kind friend took care to repeat to him.
Now, when a Melanesian begins to worry his days are
numbered. A day came when the cutter's sails were
stripped and the bananas hung uncut upon their stems,
for Tauyasa would ship no more bananas, having taken to
his mat, and announced that he would die on Thursday
week. On the day he had appointed, after the manner of
Melanesians, Tauyasa died as he had said.- Then it was
found how many brothers Tauyasa had, and how many
brothers his father and mother had, for he had great posses-
sions, and he had left no will. At evening it was all settled
between them; only Tauyasa's wife got nothing, because she
was a bad woman and belonged to another tribe. And on
the Sunday the native teacher took the pulpit. It was a
powerful sermon—all about the wicked and hell and such
things. They were all great sinners; they broke the com-
mandments every day; but for all there present there was
forgiveness. There were some, however, who could never be
forgiven. “ Who shipped bananas on the Sabbath?” he
roared. “Who shipped bananas on the Sabbath ?” Then in
the hush he whispered hoarsely, “ Tauyasa.” *“Where is
Tauyasa now ?” he shouted again. And twisting his clenched
fist slowly before him, he hissed, “ Sa mongimongi tiko ¢ na
mbuka wanga” (“ He is squirming in the everlasting fire”).
So you see that the period of transition is for a native a
little bleak.

The case of Tauyasa raises a very deep and important
question—whether the uncivilized races are really inferior in
energy and capacity to Europeans. Professor Flinders Petrie
has expressed the view that the average man cannot receive
much more knowledge than his immediate ancestors, and
that “the growth of the mind can in the average man be but
by fractional increments in each generation.” In support of
this view he declares that the Egyptian peasant who has
been taught to read and write is, in every case that he has
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met with, “ half-witted, silly, and incapable of taking care of
himself,” while the Copt, whose ancestors have been scribes
for generations, can be educated without sustaining any
mental injury. The opinion of such an authority is entitled
1o great respect, but I venture from my own experience to
think that there are more exceptions than will prove any
such rule. Any schoolmaster in New Zealand will tell you
that Maori children, when they can be got to work, are
quite equal to their white schoolfellows; Fijian boys edu-
cated in Sydney have proved to be rather above than below
the average ; Tongan boys who have never left their island
have been known to solve problems in higher mathematics;
Booker Washington and Dubois and a host of negroes trained
by them are men of the highest attainments ; the Australian
aborigines, and even the Andaman Islanders, have shown an
average aptitude as soon as they have overcome the difficulty
of a common language with their teacher; and New Guinea
children do very well in the mission schools. The Masai
are the most backward of all the East African tribes, yet
Mr. Hollis, the Government Secretary of Uganda, employs
two Masai boys to develop his photographs. Personally
I doubt whether there is any race of marked mental inferi-
ority, though, a8 in our own country, there are thick-witted
individuals, and these may be more common in one race
than in another. Certainly there is no race that suffers
mental injury from teaching. What they all have is a lack
of application, and any injury they sustain arises from the
confinement necessary for study. It is character rather than
intellect that achieves things in this world, and character is
modified by education, by climate, and pressure of circum-
stances. Fifteen years have elapsed since Tauyasa’s funeral
sermon was delivered, and he has already a number of pros-
perous imitators, who are defying the law of custom, to their
material profit, if not to their entire peace of mind; for even
Fijians have begun to understand that the riches of the white
man may be dearly purchased, and that in anxiety about
many things happiness and contentment are not often found.

But, though all peoples are teachable, there are racial
idiosyncrasies which we are only beginning to discover.
Why, for instance, should the Hausas and the Sudanese
have a natural aptitude for European military discipline,
while the Waganda find it irksome? Why do the Masai,
whose social development is Pal®olithic in its simplicity,
make trustworthy policemen and prison warders, while the
Somalis have been found utterly worthless in both capacities?
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Why are the Maoris and the Solomon Islanders natural
artists in wood-carving, while the tribes most nearly allied
to them are almost destitute of artistic skill? Do not these
natural aptitudes in themselves suggest what these races
may become when we have struck oft their fetters of custom
and forced them to compete with us? )

It is the fashion to assert that native races begin to
decline as soon as white men come into contact with them.
This arises from our evil modern habit of making false
generalizations. As Mr. Wells has pointed out, an English
capitalist has a preference for his own class as against the
working man, whom he regards as a loafing and grasping
person ; but no sooner is his patriotic instinct stirred than
the working man becomes an Englishman like himself, and
as such, he holds him superior to every sort of European.
It is a great rest to the mind to generalize, and this is why
you will find many sane persons who will assure you that
the seventh sons of seventh sons have supernatural powers
of insight; that all Irishmen have vivid imaginations and
all Englishmen slow wits; that all curly-haired people are
good-natured, and all red-haired people hot-tempered; all
hunchbacks sharp of tongue, and all Frenchmen addicted to
eating frogs. The fact that some isolated races suddenly
torn up by the roots from their ancient habits begin by
decreasing very rapidly is so dramatic, that we eagerly seize
upon the generalization that weaker races are doomed to
wither away at the coming of the all-conquering white man,
forgetting the steady increase of the Bantu races in South
Africa, and of the Indians and of the Chinese, up to and
even beyond the limit which their countries can support.

The main cause of the sudden decrease of a race is the
introduction of new diseases, which assume a more virulent
aspect when they strike root in a virgin soil, and we are
now beginning to learn that this cause is only temporary.
For a time races seem to sicken and pine like an individual,
and there are numberless instances in the history of travel
which show that the first contact between healthy persons
of continental and island races engenders diseases in the
latter. The islanders of St. Kilda suffer from a sort of
influenza, which they call the “strangers’ cold” or “boat
cough,” after the arrival of a vessel from Scotland. The
crew of the brig “ Chatham,” wrecked on Penrhyn Island in
1853, were the first Europeans to come into contact with
the natives. Soon after their arrival an epidemic, attended
with high fever and headache, caused many deaths among
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the natives, and the whites themselves, though quite healthy
at the time of their shipwreck, caught the disease from the
natives, It is the belief throughout the Pacific islands that
coughs, influenza, and dysentery were unknown before they
were introduced by Europeans, and as early as 1777 Captain
Cook found the natives of Niué quite unapproachable owing
to their custom of killing every stranger landing on their
shores for fear of disease. Any of their own people who
returned to the island after a voyage to foreign lands were
immediately killed, and for years after they began to venture
out to passing ships they would not bring the things they
received by barter into their villages, but hung them up in
the bush for weeks in quarantine. It was the instinct
towards a perfect measure of quarantine by summarily
dispatching all visitors that prompted murders like those
of Mr. Gordon, Bishop Patteson, and Commodore Good-
enough, which seemed so purposeless at the time. Every
island race has been decimated by an introduced disease
until the virus has become attenuated. The history of
measles in the Pacific is instructive. Introduced into Fiji
in 1875, it swept away 40,000, or nearly one-third of the
native population ; but in its subsequent appearances in the
eighties and nineties it was but little more destructive than
it is in Europe. Leprosy throughout the world appears to
have obeyed the same law. Introduced into Western
Europe during the ferment of the Crusades, its progress was
so devastating that in the fourteenth century the number
of leper houses was computed at 19,000, and a whole body
of sanitary law sprang into existence to cope with it. But
in six or seven generations it had run its course, and the
people became immune, until now it survives in no European
country except Russia and Norway. In the Pacific this rule
of immunity has a very curious illustration. In island
groups such as Fiji and Tonga, which have a leper god in
their mythology, leprosy is either stationary or decreasing;
whereas in others, such as Hawaii and New Caledonia, 1t
has made the most alarming progress, although pathologists
are still disagreed as to how it is communicated. The leper
god was, of course, a leper ancestor, and the fact that the
disease was of such long standing in the group that there
had been time to canonize one of its patients explains the
fact that the people have become comparatively immune.
Among the Maoris, who probably brought the disease with
them from their old home, leprosy under a proper system of
segregation is now said to have been stamped out.
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Speaking generally, one may say that continental native
races, such as the Asiatic and African, which have been
intercommunicating for centuries, suffer less from the intro-
duction of new diseases than isolated races such as the
Australian, Polynesian, and Melanesian, for the decrease of
the American Indians is to be attributed rather to an entire
change of habit from nomad hunters to settled agricul-
turists —in other words, to the decay of custom. The
nomad pastoral tribes in Africa, such as the Masai, are
decreasing from the same cause. And yet, if we except a few
insignificant island races, such as the Andaman Islanders, it
is doubtful whether the world will see any more races
extinguished like the lost Tasmanians. In the decrease of
a race from disease and apathy there appears to be a
stopping-place. It may come when the race has been
reduced to half its number, as in the case of the Maoris, or
to a mere handful, like the blacks of New South Wales;
but there comes a time when the decay is arrested, and then
perhaps fusion with another race sets in. The type may be
lost, but the blood remains.

It is against the attacks of new diseases that the law of
custom is most helpless. The primitive theory of disease
and death is so widespread that we may accept it as the belief
of mankind before the law of custom gave place to scientific
inquiry. This was the primitive argument. The natural
state of man is to be healthy, and everything contrary to
nature must be the act of some hostile agency. When he
felt ill a man knew that an evil spirit had entered into him,
and since evil spirits do not move unless some person con-
jures them, his first thought on waking with a headache is,
“Some enemy hath done this.” Out of this springs all the
complicated ritual of witcheraft, Fetish and Juju, which, as
I have already said, by frightening natives into destroying
all offal and refuse, achieves the right thing for the wrong
reason. The “evil spirit ” theory of disease is not, after all,
so very far removed from the bacillus theory. In both
some malignant agency has entered into the body which
must be expelled before the patient can recover. It is in
the methods adopted for making the body an uncomfortable
lodging for it that the systems diverge. In Melanesia the
native doctor, generally an old woman whose medical skill
is a family heirloom, begins by kneading and pounding the
stomach of the sick person, until she judges that she has
driven the evil spirit into one of the limbs. There she pur-
sues it closely from joint to joint until she has it safely
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imprisoned in the fingers or the toes. She must now exercise
the greatest vigilance, for the spirit is most cunning in
doubling back. With a deft twist of the fingers she must
flick it out, and blow gently after it. If the patient fails to
mend it is evident that she has overlooked one of the torment-
ing spirits, and the whole process must begin over again.
The Chinese dentist, we are told, is more material, since at
the close of his operation he produces for the patient’s in-
spection a live maggot which was the cause of all the trouble.

Then there are the medicines. Modern experimental re-
search has established to our satisfaction that certain drugs
have certain specific effects upon the human body; but the
pharmacopceia carries no conviction to the great majority of
mankind The older theory on which our ancestors depended
when they were ill is that a single drug is a specific in all
kinds of diseases, and that no one need be ill if he can get
the right kind of drug. In the Pacific every practitioner
has a drug whose secret has been handed down in his or her
family for generations; and when you are ill, the proper
course is to call in every practitioner within your reach, and
swallow the nostrums of each until you find the right one.
Some of these remedies had appropriate limitations of diet.
With one the patient is forbidden to eat anything that
comes from the sea; with another, anything grown under
the earth; with another, anything that is red, which rules out
shell-fish and certain fruits; and as the draughts are generally
weak decoctions of herbs quite harmless to the system, no
mischief is done, while the practitioner whose medicine had
been tried and found wanting can always fall back upon
his prohibition, and affirm that the patient would have re-
covered if he had faithfully observed the dietary. As long
as the vendors of patent medicines warranted to cure all
diseases from phthisis to housemaid’s knee can amass fortunes
from the readers of their advertisements, we civilized races
cannot afford to cast 4 stone at native practitioners. In all
ages the real essential seems to be faith in the remedy,
whether in the verse of the Koran swallowed by the Moslem,
in the charm prescribed by the medieval quack, in the
negation of pain preached by the Christian scientists. Man-
kind survives its remedies as well as its epidemics; England
has a population of nearly forty millions, even though less
than a century ago, as we learn from Creevy’s memoirs,
blood-letting was regarded as the proper treatment for
advanced stages of consumption.

It is, I think, safe to assume that in the centuries to come



60 MR. BASIL THOMSON’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

there will be remnants even of the smallest races now living
on the earth, and that the proportions between peoples of
European descent and the races which we now call un-
civilized will not have greatly altered, though the political
and social ideas which underlie what we call Western civiliza-
tion will have permeated the whole of mankind. Cheap and
rapid means of transit will have swept away the distinctions
of dress, of custom, and to some extent of language, which
underlie the feeling of nationality,and the world will have
to settle for itself the vital question whether the coloured
peoples are to remain hewers of wood and drawers of water
for the white race, or whether all trace of nationality is
to be lost in free competition. In constructing his im
sible Ut,opxan world of Anglo-Saxons, called Looking
Backward,” Bellamy foresaw this difficulty, and met it, if
my memory serves, by condemning the whole of the yellow
races to execution. I do not take into account the fan-
tastic suggestions of those who talk of the “Yellow Peril,”
and believe that the political supremacy of the Europeans
will be wrested from them by the Mongolians, because
I do not believe in it. But still less do I believe that a
white skin is to be for ever a sort of patent of nobility in
the world-state of the future. In respect of the Japanese
it may even cease to be a patent of nobility in our day, and
the patronizing applause which the European newspapers
now bestow upon Marshal Oyama and Admiral Togo may
give place to the respect with which the achievements of
European leaders of even the second rank are referred to.
But history teaches us that there can be no middle course.
Either race antipathy and race contempt must disappear, or
one breed of men must continue to dominate the others.
The psychology of race antipathy has never, I think, been
dispassionately studied. It is felt most strongly in the
United States and the West Indies, a little less strongly in
the other British tropical colonies ; in England it is sporadic,
and generally confined to the educated classes. In France,
Spain, Portugal, and Italy it seems almost not to exist.
From this one might argue that it is peculiar to races of
Teutonic descent, were it not for the fact that Germans in
tropical countries do not seem to feel it. It is, moreover,
a sentiment of modern growth. In the fifteenth and six-
teenth centuries Englishmen did not regard coloured people
as their inferiors in virtue of the colour of their skins. It
appears, in fact, to date from the times of slavery in the
West Indian colonies, and yet the Romans, the Spanish, and
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the Portuguese, who were the greatest slave-holders in
bistory, have never held marriage with coloured people
in contempt. The only race-hatred in the Middle Ages
was anti-Semitic, and this was due to the exclusiveness of
the Jews themselves. The colour-line, as it is called, is
drawn more decidedly by men than by women, and deep-
seated as it is in America just now, it may be nothing more
than a passing phase of sentiment, a subconscious instinct
of self-preservation in a race which feels that its old pre-
dominance is threatened by equality with its former servants.
If you analyse the sentiment it comes to this. You may
tolerate the coloured man in almost every relation but one.
You may talk with him, eat with him, live with him on
terms of equality ; but your gorge rises at the idea of having
him as & member of your family by marriage. In the
ordinary social relations you do not take him quite seriously;
if he is a dusky potentate you yield him a sort of jesting
deference ; but in that one matter of blood alliance with him
you will always keep him at arm’s length. That is the view
of the Englishman who has not lived in a black man'’s
country, and upon that is built the extraordinary race-hatred
of the Southern States of America, where a white man will
not consent to ride in the same tramcar with a negro, though
the white man be a cotton operative and the negro a univer-
sity professor.

If this antipathy to intermarriage were a primitive instinct
with the white races, the future of mankind would be lurid
indeed, for it is impossible to believe that one half of
humanity can be kept inferior to the other without deluging
the world with blood; but it is not a primitive instinct.
Early in the sixteenth century Sieur Paulmier de Gonne-
ville, of Normandy, gave his heiress in marriage to Essomeric,
the son of a Brazilian chief, and no one thought that she
was hardly treated. It may not be a pleasant subject to
dwell upon, but it is a fact that women of Anglo-Saxon
blood do, even in these days, marry Chinese, Arabs, Kaffirs,
and even negroes, despite the active opposition of the
whole of their relations. History is filled with romantic
instances of the marriage of European men with native
women, to cite no more than de Bethencourt and the
Guanche princess, Cortés with his Mexican interpreter,
Captain John Smith with Pocahontas. -

It is the fashion to describe the half-caste offspring of all
such mixed marriages as having all the vices of both races
and none of the virtues. In so far as this accusation is true
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it is amply accounted for by the social ostracism in which
these people are condemned to live. Disowned by their
fathers, freed by their parentage from the restraints under
which their mothers’ people are held in check, it could
scarcely be otherwise. But a rather wide acquaintance
with half-castes of many races has convinced wmne that in
intellectual aptitude and in physical endowment half-castes
are quite the equals of the white race whenever they have
the same education and opportunities, and that there is no
physical deterioration in the marriages of half-castes inter se.

At the dawn of this twentieth century we see the future
of mankind through a glass darkly, but if we study the state
of the coloured people who have already been emancipated
from the law of custom we may almost see it face to face.
There are two schools among the educated negroes of the
Southern States; the one led by Dubois, who believes that
social equality with the white race is to be won by educa-
tion and self-assertion, and the other headed by Booker
Washington, who thinks that negroes must first acquire
wealth and the power which wealth gives before they can
hope to live down the race-hatred under which they groan.
It is not difficult to decide between these two. Education
by itself will achieve very little in a world which seems
destined for many centuries to worship the golden calf, but
with wealth first culture is bound to follow. Race pre-
judice does not die so hard as one would think. The
Portuguese of the sixteenth century were ready enough to
court a petty Bantu chieftain into whose power they fell
as Emperor of Monomotapa, and the English beach-comber
of the forties, to whom all natives were niggers with an
expletive prefix when he landed, might very soon be found
acting as body-servant to a Fijian chief, who spoke of him
contemptuously as “ my white man.” In tropical countries
the line of caste will soon cease to be the colour of the
gkin. There, as in temperate zones, wealth will create a
new aristocracy recruited from men of every shade of colour.
In the great cities in Europe and America we may find men
of Hindu and Chinese and Arab origin controlling indus-
tries with their wealth just as Europeans now control the
commerce of India and China, but with this difference, that
they will wear the dress and speak the language which will
gradually have become common to the whole commercial
world. In that distant day one may even find the work
of a Solomon Island sculptor in the Luxembourg Gallery,
and of a Bushman artist in the Salon. And just as the
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aristocracy of every land will be composed of every shade
of colour, so will the masses of the men who work with
their hands. In one country the majority of labourers
will be black or brown; in another white; but white
men will work cheek by jowl with black, and will feel
no degradation. There will be the same feverish pursuit
of wealth, but all races will participate in it instead of
a favoured few. The world will then be neither so
pleasant nor so picturesque a place to live in, and by the
man of that age this twentieth century will be cherished
tenderly as an age of romance, of awakening, and of high
adventure. I think that the historians of that day will
speak of the reign of Elizabeth and the reign of Edward VII
as the beginning and the end of one period, and date the
new starting-point in the history of mankind from the decay
of the law of custom.
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(Read at Princetown, 19 July, 1908.)

Tris Report includes Memoranda of facts discovered, or
observed, or noted by Members of the Committee and their
friends and correspondents.

The Memoranda are arranged as usual under heads, and
the communications in this Report are as follows :—

I. Seismology.
II. Meteorology.
ITI. Electrical Phenomena.
IV. Sinkage of Land.
V. Mineralogy.
VI. Ralegh Notes.
V1I. Treasure Trove.
VIII. Pottery, Ancient.
IX. Stone Implements.
X. Ornithology.

I. SEISMOLOGY.

Our old friend and member, Dr. W. C. Lake, wrote to the
local papers with reference to an earthquake shock which he
experienced :—
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On Monday, 6 June, 1904, about 4 p.m., I experienced in
my house at Teignmouth a severe vibratory movement, accom-
panied by a double sharp and loud sound, which some of my
family likened to that of an explosion. The door of the room was
spen, but the windows shook violently. This was experienced all
ver the town, both in the high and low districts, the windows of
ihe rooms shaking, and the doors so much so as to give the
impression that some one was trying to force his or her way through
;hem. Not only those indoors felt this, but people walking on the
Den both heard the sound and experienced the same sensation.

In some parts of the town it caused no little alarm and even
:onsternation, and was by every one spoken of as something
:ntirely different from the results of the firing of guns.

In confirmation of Dr. Lake's statement, Mr. A. E. Northey,
f Lisworney, Torquay, wrote :—

I was much interested in the letter from Dr. Lake, of Teign-
mouth, in which he states that a shock (apparently a slight earth-
quake shock) was noticed on Monday, the 6th, in the afternoon.

I can corroborate the statement. I was not at home at
the time, but several of my family were in the house, and they
noticed a sudden thud, as of a door banging, or some one falling,
and the windows rattled. In our case two shocks were felt, one
st 2.45 p.m. and the other at 3.30. I think you may rely on the
obeervation of the hours being correct. I, of course, at first
surmised that a heavy gun had been fired, but that was certainly
not the case. Several of our neighbours tell me that they heard
the sound and noticed the shock.

There were no other accounts of this earthquake else-
where as far as we know.

II. METEOROLOGY.
METEORS.

A meteor was observed by several on the night of
11 February, 1905. Mr. A. H. Swinton noticed it at
Totnes, and the Rev. J. C. B. Sanders at Manaton. It lighted
up the sky like a lightning flash.

‘We have accounts of several severe storms which have
occurred recently. The first was that of 14 January, 1904.

In the early part of that day the wind was blowing over
Plymouth at the rate of 58 miles an hour. That force was
registered on the Smeaton Tower about 4.30 am. At 8.15
the previous evening the wind was travelling at 53 miles
an hour. It averaged 44 miles between 2.15 and 5.30 yester-
day morning, 58 miles being the maximum. Meteorologists
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regard a wind travelling at 58 miles an hour as a strong gale;
66 miles an hour, a whole gale ; 78 miles an hour, a storm ; and
91 miles an hour, a hurricane; so that yesterday Plymouth
experienced a “strong gale.” That is a mild term compared with
the estimate of the man in the street, experiencing all the dis-
comforts of strong winds and heavy showers. In the more
exposed places it was almost impossible to hold up an umbrells,
and in the proximity of hoardings walking was absolutely
dangerous at times. Huge posters were torn from hoardings, and,
after a wild flight in the air, tumbled down in thoroughfares,
to the danger of passers-by. During the twenty-four hours ending
at nine o’clock yesterday morning, ‘32 inches of rain was registered
on Plymouth Hoe, but that did not constitute a record for 1904,
for 34 inches of rain was registered on January 4th. Heavy seas
washed ashore at Stonehouse a large quantity of baulks of timber
removed from the old battleship “Agamemnon.”

The hailstones at Revelstoke were very large, and many windows
were cracked and broken. A large barge, lying out in the creek,
had her sails blown to ribbons.

On 14 July, 1904, the excessive heat of the previous days
culminated in a thunderstorm, which was experienced with more or
less severity in a large part of the West of England early on Tues-
day morning. Sheet lightning was very prevalent for an hour or
two before midnight in and around Exeter, but lessened consider-
ably towards dawn. At about half-past three, however, there was a
sudden recurrence of lightning, which included forked, as well as
sheet, of a very vivid character. There was also very heavy and
prolonged thunder, rain descended in torrents, and a stiff breeze
sprang up. The storm continued with occasional lapses until
about eight o’clock. The weather remained very dull and close until
the afternoon, when the sky cleared. In one district the rain
prevented the usual postal arrangements being carried out, and
newspapers and letters were consequently late.

While the storm was at its height, a man in the employ of
Mr. F. Woolway, of Rackham Farm, Exminster, was driving
thirty bullocks, when lightning struck one of the animals and
killed it instantly. The current also came in contact with a tree
close by, ripped off the hark, and turned the timber black.

A fire took place at midnight on Monday at Penslade, which
lies off the main turnpike road from ““The Lamb” to Wellington,
and is within the parish of Uffculme, resulting in the destruction
of a quaint old detached dwelling-house, in the occupation of a
retired elderly person, named Broom, and her niece.

The terrific storm which burst over the Three Towns reached
its height about one o’clock, when several peals of thunder were
almost deafening. P.C. Spry, who was on duty at Morice Town,
Devonport, reported that one flash of lightning was so vivid that it
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took away his sight for a time. A few minutes later he heard
screaming, and, on running to Herbert Street, found a man and
woman, who lived at No. 11, in the street in their night attire.
They told the constable their house was on fire. Inside the house
he found that a penny-in-the-slot gas-meter, fixed on a bracket in
the passage, was on fire. The heat had melted the gas-piping,
from the open end of which was a roaring flame. Removing the
meter, P.C. Spry turned off the gas from the main pipe, and then
with water extinguished the fire which had broken out in the
ceiling. Mr. H. Paddy, the tenant of the house, stated that he
first heard a noise, and on going to the top of the stairs saw that
the gas-main was on fire. The constable afterwards discovered that
the chimney had been knocked away and fallen through the roof
and ceiling of the kitchen. The adjoining house—No. 10 Herbert
Street—was also damaged by the storm. Mr. W. Moses and his
wife were in bed when the chimney fell and crashed through the
roof and ceiling, but without touching the bed. Although un-
injured, they were much startled by the shock, and experienced
some difficulty in finding their way through the debris. Consider-
able damage was done to the backyards of both houses as the
result of- the chimneys falling. It is believed that in each case
lightning was the cause of the damage.

Steel plates of two ploughs lying alongside a rick of straw
belonging to Mr. G. Whiddon, of Upcot Barton, Thorverton, were
struck by lightning during the storm, with the result that the rick,
valued at £40, was totally destroyed by fire.

At Brixham at nine o’clock many bright flashes of llghtnmg
appeared in the south for upwards of half an hour before the first
peal of thunder was heard. The storm was at its height about
half-past ten, when peals of thunder broke in quick succession
directly overhead, causing the windows of the houses to rattle.
Rain fell in torrents for upwards of an hour.

The storm broke over Honiton in the small hours of the
morning, and lasted intermittently until about half-past eight.
Heavy rain fell at intervals. The loud and prolonged thunder-
claps and the vivid lightning recalled the memorable storm of
July, 1901.

At Uffculme at 8.30 a.m. an exceptional flash of lightning
sccurred. This struck the gable of the Baptist Chapel, smashing
to fragments the ornamental dome, standing some 3 ft. 6 in. high,
sver the front entrance. Marks of the electric current were seen
for from 10 feet to 12 feet on the facade.

In South and West Devon, those living nearest the coast felt
the worst effects. The lightning was not only vivid, but very
sontinuous, and some of the thunder peals were exceedingly heavy.
The storm, which lasted some time, was accompanied by a very
welcome fall of rain, though hardly to the extent that many would
have welcomed.

2
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During the height of the storm a charwoman named Duke,
residing at No. 32 Ashford Road, Plymouth, and aged about
fifty-five, was going across Mutley Plain, when she collapsed.
Despite the terrific rain, several young people ran to her assistance,
and medical gentlemen were communicated with. All possible
attention was paid to Mrs. Duke, but before the arrival of a doctor
death had taken place. It is believed that death was due to
syncope.

A few days after, 19 July, there was another severe storm
and some accidents.

A horse at Tiverton Sawmills was struck by lightning and
lost the use of the right foreleg. It was one of the severest
thunderstorms in Tavistock for a great number of years. Thunder
was heard continuously throughout the day, and about 9.30 p.m.
the storm reached its height. Heavy showers of rain fell, long and
severe were the crashes of thunder, and the lightning was so
frequent as to appear almost continuous, forked and sheet being
of the most vivid description. Over Ashwater and Broadwood-
widger a very loud clap of thunder burst about noon. Then the
sky cleared and the sun shone as brightly as ever. In the evening
a severe thunderstorm broke over the district. Sheet lightning

_was almost continuous, and forked lightning very vivid. At times
the distant Dartmoor hills could be distinctly seen. A heavy
downpour of rain was heartily welcomed. Around Halwill Junec-
tion the storm was terrific. About seven o’clock in the evening
rumbles of thunder and flashes of lightning pointed to a storm on
the Cornish coast. Three hours later it reached Halwill, and
lasted until midnight. Forked and sheet lightning with heavy
peals of thunder continuously followed in rapid succession with
torrents of rain. At Black Torrington the storm lasted over three
hours. The lightning was almost continuous, and more vivid than
any experienced for a considerable time. The heavy rain was
welcomed for the gardens. Mr. John Smerdon, of Gages, Ash-
burton, had a valuable young horse killed by lightning.

During the storm at Dawlish the fire-bells were set ringing,
and the fire brigade responded to a false alarm.

At Halwill the storm was terrific, and lasted for several hours.
The lightning was very vivid, and there was a heavy fall of rain.
During the height of the storm Miss Maud Jollow, of Stowford,
was returning to her home when she was struck by a flash of
lightning, and rendered unconscious. After a considerable time
she managed to reach the chapel cottage in a dazed condition.

Bovey Tracey and neighbourhood were visited with a severe
thunderstorm. At the Moorland Hotel, Ilsington, slates were
stripped from the roof of the stables, and the rafters caught on
fire. The coachman, who occupied rooms over the stables, with
his wife had just sat down to dinner when the lightning struck
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the building, knocking them from their seats, and breaking a con-
siderable quantity of china. A glass case containing stuffed birds,
standing on a side-table, was shattered. Neither the coachman
nor his wife was hurt in any way, and assistance being obtained the
fire in the roof was soon got under. J. Stoneman, another employé,
who was standing at the front of the hotel when the storm broke,
was also struck by lightning, leaving a mark across his forehead.

At Chulmleigh, Holsworthy, and Southmolton the thunder-
storm continued for nearly three hours, from nine o’clock to close
on midnight. The lightning was intensely vivid and prolonged,
while the crashing of the thunder made many of the houses
vibrate. The streets were flooded with water, and considerable
damage was done in some places.

The storm raged at Mariansleigh with great violence, and
damaged the ancient parish church in several places. The light-
ning struck the west end of the nave roof in two places where it
joins the tower, destroying several square feet of slates and wood-
work. The current entered the interior of the church at another
place by removing a small portion of the stonework of the north-
east window of the aisle, and making an aperture about two inches
in diameter in the casement. It struck the walls in three places,
forming holes between one and two feet in circumference to the
depth of several inches, and then apparently ran along the floor of
the aisle to itse west end, where it tore up about half a dozen of
the variegated tiles, throwing portions of them about the seats,
and as far as the north-west window. Fortunately, not more
damage was done to the old church, which stands in an exposed
position 630 feet above sea level.

A large tree at Sidcott was struck by lightning and split from
top to bottom.

Mr. Channon, of Wishford Farm, Broadclyst, had three lambs
killed by lightning.

A heavy south-easterly gale broke over Plymouth and the
south-west coast generally, and lasted without abatement through-
out the day. The force of the gale caused a considerable sea in
the Sound, communication between the ships in the harbour and
the shore being carried on with difficulty. The weather here was
very sultry. During the morning thunder was heard. Between
one and two o’clock more thunder was heard, and a rather heavy
shower of rain fell. Soon, however, the weather cleared. Towards
evening clouds again gathered, and about nine o’clock a heavy
thunderstorm broke over the district. Vivid flashes of lightning
and several peals of thunder were accompanied by a downpour of
rain, which did not last long enough to cause anything in the
nature of floods. In the Octagon, however, a quantity of water
accumulated, but on the rain ceasing it quickly drained away.
The storm passed off in a westerly direction, but almost continuous
flashes illuminated the horizon until midnight.
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Teignmouth had the tail-end of the storm in the evening, and
heavy showers fell.

Starcross was visited with quite half a gale (the squalls were
much stronger) from east to south-east, making the voyage across
the river to Exmouth very unpleasant, whilst on the roads it blew
clouds of blinding dust. The heat, notwithstanding, was oppres-
sive. During the day rumbles of distant thunder were heard, and
just before eight o’clock in the evening the thunder came nearer,
and remarkably heavy claps broke over the place. Lightning was
most frequent, and at times almost blinding. The variety of its
colours was remarkable. A few heavy showers of rain fell, and
the wind changed to south. At 9.53 the flashes of lightning were
still continuing, but the rain was slight.

In March last (1905) the weather, which had been very
blustering and rough during the early part of the month,
reached its climax on the 15th and 16th. ‘

The gale raged with great fury, and caused considerable damage.
The wind blew with the strength of a hurricane, accompanied by
a heavy thunderstorm. The flashes of lightning were most vivid,
and the crashes of thunder at times almost deafening. Torrents of
rain, with hail and sleet, descended, and the weather generally
was of the wildest description. Huge seas broke over the Plymouth
breakwater, covering the lighthouse. It is a long time since seas of
such force were witnessed in the Sound. It is estimated that on
the south and west coasts the velocity of the wind was within
" one or two points of the utmost strength it is possible for it
to attain. At Edinburgh, indeed, the wind gauge at the Royal
Observatory registered a velocity of 90 miles an hour. During
the gusts it was believed that 100 miles’ velocity was actually
experienced. According to the reading of the anemometer
kept by the Cork Harbour Commissioners at Roche’s Point, the
velocity of the wind there at 2 a.m. was at the rate of 74 miles an
hour. It is said that this is the greatest velocity ever recorded by
the instrument since it was placed at Roche’s Point, being greater
than on the occasion of the great gale of 8 and 9 October,
1896, when the Daunts Rock lightship * Puffin ” foundered at her
moorings off the harbour with all hands.

Other gales, of course, have been of longer duration, and,
therefore, possibly more disastrous. During the great storm of
21 and 22 December, 1894, the anemometer at Fleetwood re-
corded a velocity of 107 miles within an hour, and more than
100 miles per hour during four hours consecutively. For fully
twenty-three hours the wind at that spot blew with the velocity of
77 miles per hour, and for eleven hours at the rate of 85 miles per
hour. Such was the strength of the wind during that gale that
salt spray from the sea was carried as far inland as Harrogate and
Birmingham.
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The readings of the barometer this week were remarkable.
The mercury subsided rapidly with the approach of the storm
to below 29-0 inches over the whole kingdom, and to below 280
inches in the north of Ireland—27-92 inches at Malin Head. At
Exeter the reading on Tuesday afternoon at three o'clock was
29-326, and on Wednesday morning at nine o’clock 26-864.
Barometer readings below 28:0 inches at sea level are extremely
rare in any part of the world, but this year has already given
two to the British Isles: the reading at Malin Head, and 27-99
inches at Blacksod Point during the gale of 16 and 17 January.
These readings are not unprecedented, however, as the honour of
holding the record belongs to Scotland, where, at Ochtertyre,
on 6 January, 1887, the barometer, corrected to 32° F. and re-
duced to sea level, descended to the astonishing level of 27-33
inches. This is supposed to be the absolutely lowest reading of
which there is authentic record. Readings below 29-0 inches are
very uncommon in the south-east of England.

The “ Western Morning News ” stated :—

Considerable alarm was occasioned in the vicinity of Kinter-
bury Street, Plymouth, when it became known that a chimney-
stack had been struck by lightning, and that more than one person
had narrowly escaped death. It appears that about 12.30 the in-
habitants of 32 Kinterbury Street were awakened by a noise as
of the wrenching of the roof. The top floor of the premises
was occupied by a widow named Paddy, who fortunately was not
sleeping in the room immediately below the chimneys. Without
the least warning the roof was burst open, and in an instant bricks,
mortar, and other debris came crashing through. The fall was
accompanied by a grinding noise, which aroused the whole house-
hold, and fears were almost immediately entertained for the safety
of those sleeping in the upper portion of the building. The room
on the second floor was occupied by a shoemaker named Joseph
Croesing. About 12.30, to use his own words, he heard a
rumbling noise, and pulled the bedclothes well up over his head.
Without any warning there came a great crash, and in an instant
the chimney-stack came through the ceiling. He was to a large
extent buried in the debris of bricks and mortar, and it was only
with the greatest difficulty that he managed to get out of the
room. The whole of the rafters had been bent like matchwood,
and he wondered how he escaped death. Mr. Styles, who lives
in the same house, informed our representative that about 12.30
he heard a rumbling sound, and left his room for the purpose
of warning Mr. Crossing, who was sleeping at the top of the house.
He found him almost wedged in with raftersand bricks, and it was
only after the greatest possible difficulty that Crossing managed to
effect an escape. One of our representatives in the evening
inspected the wrecked rooms. The top room, which fortunately
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was unoccupied at the time of the occurrence, presents a sorry
spectacle. In the roof there is a large hole, while the greater
portion of the ceiling of the top room has been carried literally
away. Had any one been sleeping there it must have meant
instantaneous death. The ceiling of the room which was occupied
has been considerably torn, and the weight of the slates, bricks,
mortar, etc., which came through is estimated at several hundred-
weight. In addition to this, a round table came through from
Mrs. Paddy’s room on to Crossing’s, fortunately without inflicting
serious injury. Crossing’s legs were badly bruised, and the furni-
ture in his room considerably damaged.

Vessels reported gigantic seas in the Channel. The Spanish
steamer ‘ Pagassari,” Captain Blasco, 2021 tons register, bound
from Leith to Barry, put in for coal. She experienced a fearfully
rough passage, having taken six days to come to Plymouth,
whereas in the ordinary course the voyage would not have occu-
pied more than three. The steamer was continually swept with
tremendous seas, and at times could make no headway before the
violence of the storm. She, however, escaped without sustaining
any damage. On her homeward voyage from Pensacola she had
a man washed overboard, but the crew declared that the weather
experienced then was nothing to that encountered in the Channel
during the last few days. The schooner “ My Lady ” arrived from
Lisbon. That port was left on the 4th inst., and all on board
declared that never had they experienced a gale of such terrific
force. The seas were mountainous, and practically from the time
Lisbon was left until she anchored in the Sound she was swept
with huge waves. Her worst experience was off the Eddystone,
about eleven o’clock on Tuesday night, when the schooner was at
times almost buried in the seas, while blinding rain-squalls added
to the danger of the situation. She brought a cargo of salt
and cork for Mr. J. W. Westcott, Plymouth, and was on Wednes-
day afternoon safely berthed in Sutton Harbour. Several trawlers
dragged their anchors in the Cattewater, some sustaining slight
damage. The steam trawler ¢ Condor,” lying in Sutton Harbour,
on Wednesday morning was carried by the tide against the steps
of the Western Pier, which were damaged. As the tug ‘“Mildred”
was towing the steam trawler “ Penguin” out of the Cattewater,
for Millbay Docks, on Wednesday morning, the ropes parted and
fouled the tug’s propeller. The “Penguin” dropped her anchor,
which fortunately held, or she would have been swept ashore.
Several tugs in the vicinity went to her assistance, and she
was taken in tow by the “Trevarno.”

All day Wednesday, the 15th, the weather showed little im-
provement, and shortly after five o’clock in the evening another
fierce hailstorm, accompanied by vivid flashes of lightning and
loud peals of thunder, was experienced. Just at the time the New
Zealand Shipping Company’s liner ¢ Kaikoura” arrived to land
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passengers from New Zealand. In a few seconds the decks
of the ship, and the tender which put off to meet her, were
white with hailstones. The liner experienced terrific weather
from the Bay of Biscay to Plymouth. Captain Clifford described
the seas as ‘ tremendous.” She passed a number of vessels hove-
to on account of the violence of the storm.

The Newport steamer “ Thomas Coats,” belonging to Beynon &

Co., of Newport and Cardiff, was badly damaged in the Bristol
Channel. Shortly after the vessel left Newport she encountered
the full force of the gale, and heavy seas swept her decks. The
bridge was carried away, and the hatches were stove in. The
captain, George McKeer, was on the bridge at the time, and as a
result of the fall, when the bridge collapsed, his right thigh was
fractured, and his left thigh badly bruised. Although the crew
knew that he was injured, and was suffering great pain, they were
unable to give him any assistance, as all their attention was needed
to look after the ship, and Captain McKeer had to be left un-
attended for a considerable time. The second mate had also been
badly shaken by the fall of the bridge, but under the orders of the
mate the crew worked like Trojans, and succeeded eventually in
getting the ship before the wind. Oil was freely used to break
the force of the waves, and pumps were also set to work, and kept
going until the vessel eventually reached Barry Roads. She was
subsequently towed to Newport, and Captain McKeer removed to
the hospital.

At Totnes very rough weather was experienced. The wind
was very violent, and several trees were uprooted, while old house
property suffered. Heavy peals of thunder and strong lightning
accompanied the downpour of hail and rain. The River Dart was
in heavy flood.

Torrents of rain fell at Dartmouth, accompanied by a furious
gale and a heavy thunderstorm. The steep roads were much
damaged. All steamers arriving report terrific weather in the
Channel. The steam yacht ““Cubona,” on her way from South-
ampton to the Mediterranean, got as far as the Scilly Isles, but
found the weather so bad that her captain decided to run to Dart-
mouth for shelter.

Not for some years has such a storm been experienced at
Broadhempston and Staverton. There were thunder and lightning,
wind, rain, and hail at intervals from about Tuesday midnight
until midday on Wednesday. The peals of thunder at times were
very loud, and the lightning vivid, some of the hailstones being as
large as marbles. The weather has been very rough and stormy
here during the past week, interfering much with outdoor work,
and there is a good deal of water about.

A heavy south and south-westerly gale prevailed at Dawlish,
accompanied by thuuder and lightning, and showers of tropical
heaviness.
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At Honiton the lightning flashes were very vivid, and the
thunder deafening. Much damage was done in the neighbour-
hood. Trees were uprooted, barns and outhouses blown over,
roofs partially dismantled. The front of one house was blown in.
The River Otter in several places has overflowed its banks.

The parish church of Luppitt was struck by lightning, and
much damage caused. The flagstaff attached to the parapet of the
staircase turret, which is at the south-east angle of the tower, was
splintered, there being no lightning conductor, and the top of the
turret wrecked, a rent being made in its south wall for some 13 feet
down from the coping. The falling masonry decapitated the
south-east gargoyle of the tower and injured, to some extent, the
slated roof of the nave and south porch. A portion of the electric
discharge, passing from south to north by means of the lead-
covered roof of the tower, found its way to earth by the iron rain-
water pipe, which it shattered in its course. The height of the
parapet of the tower from the ground is about 57 feet, the turret
being about 3} feet higher. The injuries have been repaired, and
a lightning conductor added.

At Exmouth the sea in the estuary was very rough and fre-
quently washed over the promenade with great force. A chimney
of a house in the Maer Road was blown over, and fell through the
roof. Considerable damage was caused. A large flagstaff on the
promenade was nearly blown out of the ground, while a hoarding
on the Marsh collapsed. Some premises in the town were flooded
by surface water, and several windows were blown in.

At Honiton there was a strong gale from the north-west.
Rain fell in torrents. There was frequent thunder and vivid
lightning. During the height of the gale a shed in the path fields
at the head of the town, belonging to Messrs. Matthews Bros.,
was blown down, and a window of The Firs was driven right
into a room. Slates and tiles were blown off various houses, and
plastering also suffered. In the country districts small saplings
and shrubs were uprooted, while the telegraph wires between
Honiton and Stockland were damaged. The River Otter was
much swollen, and in places overflowed the surrounding land.
Yesterday heavy rain and hail storms frequently occurred.

At Southleigh a terrible hailstorm, accompanied by heavy
thunder and severe lightning, burst over the parish. The hail-
stones in some instances were as big as the eggs of thrushes or
pigeons. Such a storm has not been experienced here for over
twenty years. The hailstones were in some places a foot deep.
Great damage was done to the roads, and two landslips completely
filled Mr. Edmond’s carriage drive in Wiscombe Park.

At Tiverton a farmer named John Hale had a marvellous
escape. He was working in his garden, when lightning struck the
knife he was holding. He escaped injury.
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IIL. ELECTRICAL PHENOMENA.

There was a supposed leakage of electric current at Ply-
mouth on Thursday, 17 November, 1904. In the “ Western
Morning News ” of the following day a full account is given
as follows :—

Some singular scenes resulting from a leakage of electric current
were witnessed in Cornwall Street, Plymouth. One of the cables
supplying the shops on the south side of the street with electricity
passes under the pavement, and in its course crosses, at a short
distance below the surface, East Street and Bank Street at their
junction with Cornwall Street. Shortly after noon a horse and
cart were turning the corner of Bank Street, when the animal
suddenly sprang forward, as if struck sharply and unexpectedly
by a whip. With promptitude the driver checked the horse and
kept it under control. Its strange behaviour, however, puzzled
the spectators, until it was seen that other horses passing the same
spot were similarly affected, and then the discovery was made that
they were the victims of an electric shock, caused by a leakage of
current, presumably from the cable which passes under the road at
that point. A large crowd quickly collected, and watched with
interest and amusement, mingled with alarm, the strange antics of
the horses as they crossed the electric zone and received a shock.
In the middle of the day there was a good deal of traffic in Cornwall
Street, and vehicles were passing in both directions. Only those,
however, turning into or out of Bank Street were affected by the
current. Those passing straight up or down Cornwall Street,
though only a few feet away, experienced no shock. Apparently
the electric zone was confined to a small and well-defined area, but
it extended right across Bank Street, and within its limits the
ground appeared to be surcharged with electricity. It was curious
to observe the difference in the behaviour of the horses under the
impulse of the electric shock. Heavy draught horses quivered
violently, a distinct tremor passing over their bodies, but they
made no attempt to bolt. Hacks and cobs seemed to feel the
shock more acutely. However slow or fast their pace before,
most of them on coming in contact with the electric current made
an instantaneous leap forward, and some would have bolted if the
drivers had not kept them under control. One or two, instead of
rushing forward, pranced, and curvetted over the ground until
they were well clear of the electrified area. To the large number
of boys who mingled with the crowd the strange and unaccustomed
sight afforded intense amusement, and they watched the passing of
the horses over the electrified ground with high glee. With the
presence of a large crowd in a narrow thoroughfare, however, there
was a considerable element of danger. More than once a collision
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with the adjacent shops was narrowly averted, and the crowd had
several times to scatter to avoid being run over. All the time
people were walking freely over the ground, their boots apparently
acting as a non-conductor, giving them immunity from shock. On
the other hand, dogs were affected equally with the horses, and
a few which incautiously ventured over the danger zone received
the full force of the shock.

Two or three policemen, who soon arrived on the spot, contented
themselves for a time in keeping back the crowd and warning the
drivers to be cautious as they passed. After a while an inspector
arrived, and, seeing the danger of a serious accident, at once
stopped all vehicular traffic between the two thoroughfares. No
sooner was this done, however, than similar scenes began to
be enacted at the end of East Street, a few yards farther up
Cornwall Street. Seemingly the electric current was travelling up
the road, following the course of the cable, and a section of the
roadway extending across the whole width of East Street was
electrified in precisely the same way as in Bank Street. Horses
crossing this new danger zone were affected in the same way as in
Bank Street, except that the current seemed to be weaker and the
shock less severe. Apparently, too, the electricity was unequally
distributed in the affected area, since some of the horses passed
over without exhibiting any symptom of shock, while others leapt
forward and pranced about as if they had felt it severely. When
an omnibus passed it was curious to observe that one of the horses
distinctly felt the shock, while the other exhibited no sign of it.
It was noticed, too, that the horses which trod on the double row
of granite setts which crosses the road received a more violent
shock than those which stepped only on the wood pavement, the
granite apparently acting as a better conductor than the wood to
the electric current. The excitement at East Street corner was,
however, soon checked by the arrival of the market inspector, who
promptly stopped the vehicular traffic over the electrically charged
ground.

Meanwhile the borough electrical engineer (Mr. O’Kell) was
communicated with, and shortly afterwards workmen arrived and
dug up the pavement at the corner of Bank Street to locate the
leak. In the course of the afternoon the mysterious leakage of
current ceased as suddenly as it began, and traffic was resumed
without further interruption.

The cable was a low-pressure, armoured one, protected by
successive coverings of lead, insulating material, and steel. It lay
in the earth, but this triple protection was ample. Horses were
much more sensitive to electricity than human beings, and would
far more readily detect its presence ; but even if the full pressure
of current on the cable escaped, Mr. O’Kell declared, there was no
possibility of danger to life,
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From “ Western Morning News,” 26 November, 1904 :—

The origin of these shocks remains an unsolved mystery.
Reporting on the subject to the Electrical Committee, the borough
electrical engineer declared that all the electric cables in the street
had been carefully examined, and no defect or trace of any leakage
of current could be discovered, nor was any registered by the
apparatus which exists for the purpose. All that he suggested
was that possibly a house cable had got in contact with a gas
or water main, and so during the period of contact have electrified
the ground in the immediate vicinity. This, however, is pure con-
Jjecture, and would seem to be discounted by the fact that the
electric shocks were felt not directly over the gas or water mains,
but along the course of the electric cable. Apparently the occur-
rence, for the present at least, must be added to the list of
unexplained phenomena.

This is a matter which should be cleared up, and it is suggested
that the town authorities should be asked to direct a further
inquiry into the matter. J.B.R.

IV. SINKAGE OF LAND.

A very curious sinkage of land took place in the early part
of February, 1905. A field on the Savile estate at Barley,
St. Thomas, Exeter, is occupied by Mr. Ellis, landlord of the
“Coachmaker’s Arms,” John Street, Exeter, as accommoda-
tion land for sheep. The centre of this field, over an area of
about an acre, sank to a depth of about twenty feet, leaving the
adjoining land in the form of a jagged cliff, which will have
to be fenced before any cattle can be placed in the field.
Here and there large cracks are to be seen, but the grassy
surface has not been disturbed. Another strange thing also
happened. At the bottom of the field a quantity of land
rolled itself up and formed a hedge from four to six feet high
for a distance of about seventy yards. J.B. R

V. MINERALOGY.

In 1899, at the Torrington meeting, I described and ex-
hibited garnets in Dartmoor granite found in, and only in,
what is locally known as “ blue ” granite at a depth of about
100 ft., and in the interior of the solid masses, never in the
seams or beds. These were discovered at Swell Tor near
Princetown. I have since that time found garnets in the
wall of the bridge over the Burrator dam, and on inquiring
ascertained that they too had been quarried at a depth of 90
to 100 It. and in “blue” granite, of which indeed the wall
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and the dam itself are constructed, but they are very inferior
to the Swell Tor garnets. The dam lies at a point slightly
to the westward of south of Swell Tor, and at a direct
distance of about four miles. The same line continued cuts
the River Plym about half-way between Cadaford and
Shaugh bridges, but I have carefully explored the bed of
that river and the rocks abutting on it without finding any
trace of the ‘“blue” vein. Similarly I have examined all the
rocks exposed on the same line between Swell Tor and the
dam, that is, to the north, but only at one place discovered
“blue” granite, and that at the west end of Peak or Peek
Hill. This hill deserves special notice. Rising steeply from
the valley, now occupied by the Burrator lake or reservoir,
it exhibits at about three-fourths of its height a broad, flat
terrace, which runs round its south and west sides, and
separates its main bulk from its rounded cap.

On the north side, at a level with the terrace, there is a
disused quarry showing rotten and disintegrating nonde-
script granite and loose soil. At the same level on the other
side, and for probably half the distance downwards to its
base, the hill is composed of “grey” granite, as shown by
Lowery Tor, which projects at a little below the terrace.
The lower half of the hill consists of “blue” granite, and a
quarry recently begun some distance up has exposed garnets
among the broken masses lying about similar in character,
but inferior in colour, form, size, and number to those found
at Swell Tor. The cap of Peek Hill is strangely different,
being formed entirely of an indurated foliated rock contain-
ing much iron and common uncrystallized brown garnet
schist. The rock exhibits layers of green, brown, black, and
pure white, and is so hard that it is nearly impossible to
break it transversely excepting in its natural joints. At Ug-
borough Beacon, near Brent, an allied stone is quarried at
the foot of the hill, while grey granite overlies it, occupying
the upper part. In this allied stone is red, green, and lilac,
amorphous granular garnet, and I have exactly similar speci-
mens from a quarry at Victoria, near Roche, in Cornwall,
which would be also at a low level with granite above it.

To north of Swell Tor the “blue” granite vein descends,
and I have not yet found it reappearing.

H. MoNTAGU EVANS,
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VI. RALEGH NOTES.
THE SEALS OF SIR WALTER RALEGH,

In 1904 there were put up for sale in London three silver
seals, all made for Sir Walter Ralegh for use in his various
offices. These afterwards passed into the hands of Messrs.
Crichton Brothers, of Bond Street, who, finding they were
wanted for the British Museum, devised a scheme whereby
they should eventually be presented to that institution. They
prepared a number of electrotype copies of the seals to be
sold at a guinea the set, the purchasers of the electrotypes
to be considered as the donmors of the originals to the
Museum. Messrs. Crichton’s ingenious device met with only
limited success, about two hundred sets only having been
sold, but they decided, nevertheless, that the seals should go to
the British Museum. The gift having been accepted by the
trustees, they are now on exhibition in the Medieval Room.
Apart from their personal and historical interest, they possess
artistic qualities of no mean order, though the Elizabethan
age was far from being the best period of English seal
engraving. The largest, about three inches in diameter, is
also the most interesting historically, being Ralegh’s seal as
Governor of Virginia, the first English colony, though its
Governor never set foot in it. It bears the date 1584, and
has the five fusils in bend with a martlet borne by Ralegh,
with crest and supporters ; around is the legend, in capitals,
PROPRIA INSIGNIA WALTERI RALEGH MILITIS DOMINI ET
GUBERNATORIS VIRGINLE. The second seal is for the offices
of Warden of the Stannaries of Cornwall and Devon,
Governor of the island of Jersey, and Captain of the Queen’s
Guard. It shows a mounted knight in plate armour with
plumed helmet, sword, and shield riding to the left on a
galloping horse caparisoned and plumed. On the shield
and caparison are Ralegh’s arms, five lozenges in bend. In
two concentric circles are the legends: (1) SIGILL: DNI-
WALTERI RALEGH: MILITIS: GARDIAN: STANNAR: CORNUB.:
ET DEVON. (2) CAPITAN: GARD: REG: ET: GVBERNATOR
INSULZE: DE: JERSEY. A charter in the British Museum,
dated 1594, has appended to it a second seal of Ralegh’s, for
the same offices, though without a legend. The third seal
would appear to have been intended for unofficial use; it
bears only the sixteen quarterings of Ralegh, with three
crests, supporters, and the motto “ Amore et virtute,” and
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has no inscription. The first two seals have folding handles
at the back, pierced and engraved with ornamental details.

Does Dr. Brushfield know that Sir Walter Ralegh was a
lawyer? I do not know how far this is new, but the “ Law
Journal ” has recently stated that he was called to the Bar,
and admitted a member of the Middle Temple in 1575. The
minutes of his admission state: “Walter Rawley late of
Lyon’s Inne gent. son of Walter Rawley of Birdleigh Devon
Esq. fine 20s.” J. B. R.

VII. TREASURE TROVE.

The curious and interesting case of treasure trove at Crediton
church in 1898 will no doubt be remembered. In November,
1903, some coins were found at East Panson,and a paragraph
appearing in the papers noting the fact, and rumour floating
about that large quantities of gold and silver coin of the date
1588 had been discovered, the attention of the authorities
was drawn to it, and an inquest was held by our esteemed
member, Mr. J. D. Prickman, the coroner for the district, by
the instructions of the Home Office, at Chapman’s Well, on
3 December. From the evidence it appeared that several
gold and silver coins were discovered in a hedge on East
Panson Farm, owned by, and in the occupation of, Mr. Lisle.
Mr. W. H. Cornish, silversmith, of Okehampton, tested the
coins, and said the silver coins appeared to be Bavarian,
bearing the image of Ludovic XVI, and bearing date 1741.
The supposed gold coins were found to be imitation quarter-
guineas, and worthless. Several witnesses stated that they
had not known of any other coins having been found on the
farm. The jury found that the coins were hidden, but
recommended that the Crown should divide them between
‘Wm. Barriball, who found them, and the owners of the land
where they were found. J.B. R

VIII. POTTERY.
JAR FOUND AT MODBURY.

In the course of taking down last month—June—in con-
sequence of its being unsafe, a wall of the old house of the
Swetes at Modbury, called Traine, the jar which I show was
found. It had apparently formed a part-of the wall, which
was of stone and earth, and my brother thinks that it was
put into the wall with the rubbish used for filling up the
crevices. The wall was 2 ft. 6 in, in thickness, and it was
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one of the oldest walls of the mansion, no lime being used in.
its construction. Afterwards lime was mixed with the earth
in building other walls. The jar contained nothing but
earth. There were a few broken pieces of pottery near the
jar, apparently of the same ware, but very fragmentary.
They were not preserved, and are now probably broken
to atoms, having been thrown down with the rest of the
debris. There is a gateway at Traine with the Swete
arms and the date 1472. ErizaBeTH D. ANDREWS.

MINIATURE JAR FOUND AT BUCKFAST ABBRY, JUNE, 1904.

In constructing a drain under the foundation of the west
gateway the workmen unearthed a small vase, 2§ inches high,
14 inch at its largest point. Formed of coarse granite clay,
with mica sand showing. The inside appears to have been
made waterproof.

FRAGMENT OF POTTERY FOUND AT HOLNE CHASE OASTLE.

This appears to be the bottom of an earthen jar.
P. F. S. AMERY.
IX. STONE IMPLEMENTS.

PERFORATED PEBBLE FROM THE WEST DART.

In 1903 Mr. Lee, caretaker of the Devonport Leat, found
a perforated broken elvan pebble close to the leat, and above
a nest of hut circles lying between the West Dart and the
leat. (See sheet 99 S.W.)

It is broken across the perforation, which is a hole drilled
from both sides with a diameter in centre of # inch.

The pebble was evidently ovoid, one side rather flatter
than the other. The length of the fragment is 4} inches,
breadth 3} inches, and with a thickness of 4 inch.

ROBERT BURNARD.

STONE HAMMER NEAR CROCKERN TOR.

In February last a labourer named Ranshall, while raising
stone for road-metal, discovered a well-formed axe-hammer,
which was buried 18 inches from the surface under a flat
slab of granite, 10 yards from the north side of the main
road from Two Bridges to Moreton Hampstead, where
it passes the ruined house known as “Parson’s Cottage.”
The material appears to be a close-grained felsite, which has
been carefully finished, the two faces being ground hollow,
a8 in the specimen found at Bardwell, in Suffolk [“ Ancient

VOL. XXXVIL F
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Stone Implements,” by Sir John Evans, fig. 125, p. 192], which
it very closely resembles. It is 73 inches long, 24 inches
wide, and 13 inch thick. The shaft-hole tapers slightly to-
wards the middle, and is rather large—13 inch in diameter.
The hammer end is rather flatter than in the Bardwell
specimen, and the cutting end projects in the middle, and is
slightly rounded. It weighs 11b. 9 oz.

e implement was presented to the Plymouth Municipal
Museum by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, who rewarded the
finder very liberally. Basi. H. THOMSON.

X. ORNITHOLOGY.
DEVONSHIRE SPARROWS.

Devonshire sparrows (Passer domesticus) are mnot dis-
tinguishable from those in other parts of the world in
structure or habits, but their relative powers of mischief
are conditioned by the proportion of grain to other seed
foods for birds grown in the county, and proportion of
grain per acre as compared with other counties; or, in
other words, by the comparative extent of this bird’s
opportunities for mischief. In the United States no doubt
remains that the sparrow is an unmitigated pest; while
in Devonshire the evil is comparatively only local, just as in
Kent the starling is a serious enemy to cherry growers;
while in Devonshire, where that industry is of less im-
portance, it is a bird harmless to man, and, by its destruction
of grubs, etc., is of great service to him, though I fear
its enormous ihcrease in the west during the last sixty years
means a very hard struggle for existence to other birds.

My objects in bringing forward the subject are to urge on
your consideration :—

1. That the abnormal growth of towns fosters par: passu
the increase of sparrows, which appear to migrate from the
towns to the surrounding country in autumn. If this be so,
the injury to agriculture due to the depopulation of the
country districts is increased by the formation of huge
nurseries for town-bred sparrows, which, living free from
danger or want, and producing three or four broods a year,
sally forth in formidable armies for their annual outing just
as the grain ripens; and, wasting as much as they eat,
decimate the yield of the farms, ’

2. That Devonshire, as an English county, is taking an
important share in this, which is becoming a serious agricul-
tural evil.
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3. That sparrows harass and drive out purely insectivorous
species.

4. That organized means for keeping down the number of
these birds were once general, and, I believe, enjoined by law;
but with slight exception these wise precautions have long
fallen into disuse, and are not now recognized, so far as I am
aware, in this county.

5. That the result of a study of the economic value of
bird life points to the general conclusion that no species of
bird in a civilized country can without injury to man be
allowed to exist in abnormal numbers. Rooks are a striking
instance, useful as they are up to a certain limit.

6. That the extent to which game preserving is now
carried exceeds the limit common knowledge should lay
down, and is hostile to the interests of farmers and gardeners:
first, by the destruction of the numerous birds which would
preserve the balance of nature; second, by directly fostering
the undue increase of such grain-eating species as wood-
pigeons and pheasants, and that within protected areas. I
have personally received reliable evidence of the mischief
done by the latter, while the former is by its increase becoming
a serious menace.

7. An annual reduction of sparrows is absolutely necessary
to save the severe loss farmers sustain from their numbers.
To exterminate them is neither desirable nor possible; both
old and young eat enormous numbers of destructive insects
and noxious weeds, and while unfledged in the nests the
young are fed by their parents on caterpillars and larva;
but I venture to suggest systematic netting from October to
February, and active steps by town councils to decimate
town-bred birds, carefully deferring, however, interference
with the nests until the young are fledged. The expense
would be recouped by the sale of such well-fed birds for

food. H. MoNTAGU EvaNs.
BIRD PROTECTION.

1 am anxious to draw wider attention to the present state
of the law as affecting Devonshire, and have made the
following précis of the Acts and Orders from 1880 to 1904,
as it is a tedious and difficult matter to see their effect from
a perusal of them:—

1. All wild birds are protected from being shot or snared
from 1 March to 1 August, excepting those on farms and
private estates; the sale or possession of any wild bird in
the flesh, alive or dead, wherever taken, is forbidden after

F 2
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15 March; and the following species are protected under
heavy penalty all the year round, most of them with their
eggs also.

Gold-crested Wren. Kingfisher.
‘Wren. Hoopoe.
Chough. All three Owls.
Hawfinch. Buzzard.
Goldfinch. Honey Buzzard.
Cirl Bunting. Kestrel.

Reed Bunting. Oyster-Catcher.
Snow Bunting. All the Gulls.
All three Woodpeckers. Guillemot.

The eggs of most of the rarer remaining birds are pro-
tected also.

The shag and cormorant in the Axe, Exe, and Dart fishery
districts are now deprived of any protection. On farms and
private estates the following are protected as stated against
them :—

Nightingale . 1 Feb. to 1 Sept. | All Wild

Nuthatch . ” Ducks . 1 Mar. to 1 Aug.
Chough . All year. | Ringed Plover 1 Mar. to 1 Aug.
Goldfinch . ” Lapwing . 1 Feb. to 1 Sept.
Snow Bunting " Oyster-Catcher All year.

Sky-lark . 1 Feb. to 1 Sept. | Woodcock . 1 Mar. to 1 Aug.
Woodlark . 1 Mar. to 1 Aug. | Snipe . . ”

Nightjar . 1 Feb. to 1 Sept. | Sanderling . 1 Feb. to 1 Sept.
All three Woodpeckers All year. | Dunlin

”

Kingfisher . » Com. Sandpiper »
Bee-eater . 1 Mar. to 1 Aug. ! Curlew . ”
Hoopoe . All year. | Any of the Terns

Cuckoo . 1 Mar. to 1 Aug. in passing . ”

All three Owls All year. | Allthe Gullsexcepting

Buzzard . ' Lesser Black-backed All year.
Honey Buzzard " Razorbill . 1 Feb. to 1 Sept.
Hobby . 1 Feb. to 1 Sept. | Guillemot . All year.
Merlin . » Puffin . . 1 Feb. to 1 Sept.
Kestrel . All year. | Grebes. . .

Gannet . 1 Feb. to 1 Sept. | StormPetrel. 1 Mar. to 1 Aug.

Manx Shearwater ’

The jay, magpie, and sparrowhawk remain entirely un-
protected on farms and private estates, and are all cruelly
persecuted for the protection of game, though all three are
useful in the interest of farm and garden beyond the cost of
their depredations.

Within the following areas no eggs can be taken or de-
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stroyed, viz. Lundy and neighbouring islets, and the parishes
of Stokenham, Slapton, and Blackawton.

Since April, 1904, all traps for birds are forbidden on
pole, tree, mound, or pile of stones, and any person per-
mitting or ordering their use is liable to heavy penalties;
but I am sorry to learn that the Act (4 Edward VII,
c. IV) is already being evaded, by using an adhesive
compound named “snarglu,” which is advertized for sale
among shooting requisites. H. Mo~NTAGU EvANS.

GROUSE ON DARTMOOR.

A question which some correspondents of the local Press
would wish to have answered is, why no grouse is to be
found on the moor. This is an old story. We do not know
of any attempts to naturalize the bird on Dartmoor, but
Mr. Knight many years ago tried the experiment on Exmoor,
and failed. There is no reason why Lagopus scoticus should
not do well on Dartmoor, but some protection must be
afforded it. Swaling must be done at proper times and under
proper conditions, and the Duchy should take care that there
1s some return for the payment for the licences it issues. A
fair sum should be charged, and two or three keepers em-
ployed, whose duty should be, not to destroy every other
animal on the moor, but to protect the game from marauders.
There are too many poachers in the villages around the .
moor, and too many lurchers about. This is a matter which
deserves consideration, and which would bring a return to
the Duchy revenues, and be of benefit to the sportsman and
naturalist.

Mr. Arthur C. Bird, of Sidmouth, wrote to the “ Western
Morning News” as follows :—

Some time ago this question was mooted in your columns, com-
paring the absence of grouse on Dartmoor with their presence in
large numbers on the Yorkshire, Irish, and Scotch moors. In my
opinion, all is in their favour on Dartmoor, viz. whortleberry
heather, furze, etc. Yesterday, when tramping the moor with a
friend, to visit a worthy member of the Devon Association, who
was camping at Watern Oak, near Fur Tor, I said to my friend,
‘Why are there no grouse on Dartinoor, as everything ought to be
in their favour? His reply ‘'was: Everything is in their favour
bar one thing, and that is the habit of swaling (burning the
heather and furze) in March, April, and May, which gives you
roasted grouse eggs. I venture to state that this is the crux. Stop
the annual early swaling, put down the grouse, and Dartmoor
;ould be a profitable grouse moor, second to none in Great

ritain.
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In answer to this, Mr. J. S. Wesley, of Exeter, wrote :—

I have read Mr. Bird’s letter in which he attributes the non-
existence of red grouse on Dartmoor to the ‘“swaling” of the
heather. Now can this be the true explanation in face of the
fact that there are black game, curlews, golden and green plover,
snipes, redshanks, and ringed ousels, all of which breed in or close
by the heather? ILord Walsingham tried to get grouse to breed
on tracts of heather in Norfolk, where the heather was not fired,
but they all left. The grouse is a somewhat fanciful and local
bird. It exists nowhere except in Scotland, Ireland, England,
and Wales. Probably latitude is the determining factor.

Upon which our friend and member and ornithological
authority, Dr. E. A. Savage Elliot, comments :—

In answer to your correspondent J. S. Wesley, I would point
out that fifty odd miles of latitude is hardly a reasonable explana-
tion for the non-existence of a species ; nor can *“swaling” account
for the absence of red grouse on the moor. The natural food of
the grouse exists in abundance on Dartmoor, as I have found
from actual experience of having sent from Cumberland samples
of what grouse feed on there. The red grouse is essentially a
local species, and varies so much in plumage in each district that
one is inclined to the idea that inbreeding has evolved distinct
classes, as it were, impossible to define even as sub-species. With-
out wishing to be accused of ltse-majesté, I am of opinion the
Duchy authorities are greatly to blame in not trying to introduce
red grouse on such a splendid shooting ground as Dartmoor, and
adding to the food of the people. Grouse imported from Ireland,
where the climate assimilates so closely to that of Devon, would, I
feel sure, become acclimatized and thrive. Several details, how-
ever, if this plan were taken up, would have to be attended to, in
which I should be most happy to assist, as I have long advocated
the establishment of red grouse on Dartmoor.

And Mr. Bird closes the correspondence :—

Possibly Mr. Wesley is right in thinking that latitude is the
determining factor. I have known Dartmoor since 1880, having
hunted, fished, and walked it. My experience is that black game,
snipe, plover, curlews, etc., are the exception on ‘the Moor
proper,” whilst one comes across them on the borders of Dartmoor
and small moors that are not swaled, such as Galford Down,
Broadbury Moor, and up Ashbury and Holsworthy way, as well as
near Holne and Buckfastleigh and Chagford. At all these places
in dry weather swaling would be dangerous to surrounding
property. I take it that it is only in these places that the eggs
are safely hatched. I am, however, open to conviction, as mine is
only hypothesis. J. B. R.
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TWENTY-FOURTH REPORT OF THE BARROW
COMMITTEE.

TWENTY-FOURTH REPORT of the Committee—consisting of Mr.
P. F. 8. Amery, Rev. 8. Baring-Gould, Dr. Brushfield, Mr.
R. Burnard, Mr. J. Brooking-Rowe, and Mr. R. Hansford
Worth—appointed to collect and record facts relating to
Barrows in Devonshire, and to take steps, where possible, for
their investigation.

Edited by R. Haxsrorp WorTH, Hon. Secretary.

(Read at Princetown, 19 July, 1905.)

Your Committee is pleased to be able to present a Report
which shows that the field of its operations is by no means
exhausted, and that there are not wanting those willing to
caltivate that field, among whom we must welcome a new
worker in the Rev. J. Frederick Chanter, of Parracombe.
The contents of the present Report have reference to:—

(1) The record of a barrow opening in the parish of
Marldon, South Devon, in the year 1882.

(2) The examination of a rifled kistvaen on Doe Tor,
Dartmoor, during the present year.

(3) The opening of a cairn on Hare Tor, Dartmoor, in the
present year ; this is more fully recorded in the Dart-
moor Exploration Committee’s Report.

(4) The discovery and examination by Mr. R. Burnard
of three kistvaens in the O Brook and Swincombe
valleys, Dartmoor.

(3) The record of a barrow opening, in 1885, at Chapman
Barrows in North Devon, on the borders of Exinoor.

(6) The opening of other barrows of the Chapman group
during the present year by the Rev. J. F. Chanter.

(7) The opening of “Roe Barrow,” Parracombe, by the
Rev. J. F. Chanter.

(8) Examination of a barrow near Horns Cross (CVII. S.E.).
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WESTERLAND BEACON, MARLDON.

Westerland Beacon lies on the border of Paignton and
Marldon parishes. As nearly as may be measured on the
one inch to a mile Ordnance Survey, its summit lies
3° 36" 30" W. long. and 50° 26" 45" N. lat. The hill, which
rises to over 600 feet above mean sea level, easily dominates
the neighbourhood. Its commanding situation has in the
past given it a value for signalling purposes, and a portion of
its summit was formerly the property of the Admiralty.
More recently, at the Jubilee of Her Majesty the late Queen,
a bonfire was built on this hill, and it resumed its station as
a beacon.

The Jubilee bonfire was built on the levelled top of a
barrow which occupies the summit of the hill, now the
property of Mr. Mudge, of Blagdon, who purchased from
the next owner after the Admiralty. As long ago as 21
September, 1882, Mr. Mudge’s sons opened the barrow and
discovered an interment. The Committee is indebted to Mr.
W. Mudge, jun., for having brought this and its result to
their notice.

The barrow now has an extreme diameter of 43 feet and a
height of 4 feet. In 1882 its dimensions appear to have
been much the same, but it then had a saucer-shaped de-
pression in the top, which has since been levelled up.

There is evidence that at some date prior to 1882 the
barrow was larger, but was subsequently robbed of its earth
for agricultural purposes, leaving a more stony core. It is
said that when the earth was removed a circle of stones
surrounding the barrow was disclosed, but these were taken
away for hedging.

The exploration in 1882 was conducted by means of a
trench cut in from the north side. This trench, carried to
and slightly past the centre, yielded no result; but on
widening it to the eastward a mound of.burnt clay was
discovered, under which was a heap of stones, rudely cham-
bered. The chamber was found filled with earth, and con-
tained also a small inverted urn. Charcoal was found in
considerable quantity. The urn is now in the possession of
Mr. Mudge, and thanks to his kindness, the writer has been
able to prepare a drawing and take measurements of it. Its
extreme height cannot be precisely stated, since the rim has
been destroyed by the downward pressure of the earth. It
now stands 4125 inches, and can hardly have been more
than 4-6 inches high when perfect. Its least diameter is at
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the base, and is 3'66 inches; its greater diameter, 5°05 inches,
occurs at a height of 3 inches, where an angle is formed,
and the material of the urn thickened for the purpose. Its
diameter at the mouth was probably 4:25 inches. The thick-
ness of the material is 0-25 inch, except where increased as
above described. The clay is fairly fine, but slightly tem-
pered with sand. Externally the colour is brown, with a
distinct tinge of red; internally, and especially in the lower
half, the clay is blackened, and the dark colour extends
through one-half the thickness of the material. The orna-
mentation is all in dotted or interrupted line.

The late Dr. T. H. Tracey Mudge made a note that the
urn when discovered “ contained the incinerated remains of a
child of about five or six years of age (judging by some of
the teeth which remain intact).” The burnt bones are still
with the urn, and correspond entirely with this description.

In the fields around the barrow flint chips and flakes have
frequently been picked up, and some are yet to be found,
as evidenced on 13 May last, when the writer visited the
locality.

All things considered, it appears possible that there is
another and undiscovered interment in this barrow. In its
original dimensions it must have been a large mound to be
devoted exclusively to the burial of a young child. It may
be that the search made long ago, which was evidenced by
the depression in the top of the tumulus, reached and de-
stroyed the main interment; but no suggestion of this appears
to have been found in 1882, and fragments of pottery do
usually remain, and should be discovered in such cases.

A brief reference to this barrow has already appeared in
the Twenty-first Report of the Committee, but no details
were then given.

DOE TOR.

A kistvaen on the slope of Doe Tor, lying toward Sharp
Tor, is the only known instance in the watershed of the Lyd.

This grave is not shown on the Ordnance Map, but will
appear in the next edition. Its position is long. 4> 3' 35" W,
and lat. 50° 38’ 40" N. A reference was made to it in the
Twenty-first Report. Since then (in May of the present year)
it has been reopened, examined, and in part restored.

Prior to May the two end-stones were alone visible, of
which the southern is 2 ft. 10 in. long, and stood 1 ft.
10 in. above the surface of the ground; and the northern
is 2ft. long, and stood 1ft. 7in. above the surface. The
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length of the kistvaen, as indicated by these stones, was
2 ft. 7 in., with the addition of several inches at floor
level, owing to the inclination of the stones. Excavation
disclosed the fact that a portion of the eastern side was still
in place, although buried; and subsequently the other part
of this slab was found lying to the eastward, and was
returned to its proper position, fitting the buried portion
exactly. Thus the kistvaen now presents one side as well as
both ends above ground.

The cover-stone, or it may be the other side-stone, was
also found lying hard by to the eastward. It is nearly square,
and measures 3 ft. 2 in, by 3 ft. 2 in.

The kist stands in a mound of 16 feet diameter, the
direction of the remaining side (of the other no trace can be
found, if the stone mentioned above is a coverer) is twenty
degrees west of true north. The direction of the centre line
drawn through the two end-stones is thirty-one degrees west
of north.

The kist had obviously been ransacked long ago, and the
excavation yielded no result beyond one minute fragment of
charcoal, the discovery of the remains of a side-stone, and
the ascertained fact that the original depth of the kistvaen
was 3 feet.

There were present at the examination the Rev. S. Baring-
Gould, the Rev. Irvine K. Anderson, Captain H. Fargus, and
the writer.

HARE TOR.

A cairn was opened in the spring of this year at Hare Tor.
It lies between the summits of Hare Tor and Sharp Tor, and
about one-third of the distance toward the latter, in long.
4° 2' 243" W, and lat. 50° 38’ 32" N. A full account wi
be found in the Report of the Dartmoor Exploration Com-
mittee; meanwhile the result may be summarized as ndl.
Geologically the cairn is of some interest, as it largely con-
sists of stones of altered sedimentary rock, of which there is
a small inlier resting on the granite at this point. The Rev.
S. Baring-Gould and the Rev. Irvine K. Anderson were re-
sponsible for the work at this cairn, and the writer examined
it, in company with the latter gentleman, when the excava-
tion had just been completed.

KISTVAENS IN THE VALLEY OF THE O BROOK AND
SWINCOMBE.
Last year Mr. R. Burnard discovered three kistvaens in
the Dart watershed, all of which had previously been rifled.
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Although these kists are not now shown on the Ordnance
Survey, they will appear in the next edition.

The first is situate within the limits of Hexworthy mine
set, on the slope of Skir Hill, near the Hensroost workings.
Its exact location is long. 3°54' 53" W., and lat. 50° 31’ 131" N.

The kist stands within a circle, now incomplete. The
dimensions of the kist are: Present length, 2 feet 6 inches;
probable original length, 3 feet; width, 1 foot 10 inches.
The direction of length runs fifty-three degrees west of
north. The tops of the side and end stones are all approxi-
mately at ground level.

The second kist is in Fox Tor Newtake, north of the ruins
of Fox Tor farm. Where the newtake wall crosses Wheal
Emma Leat there is a footbridge. Measuring south-easterly
from this footbridge a distance of 530 feet along the newtake
wall, and then taking a south-westerly offset 169 feet into
the newtake, the position of this kist will be found; or,
otherwise stated, it lies in long. 3° 56’ 5" W, and lat.
50° 31' 25" N.

The south-eastern end and the north-eastern and south-
western sides appear above ground. The present width is
1 foot 7} inches. It has probably been more. The prob-
able original length was 3 feet. The depth before excava-
tion was 1 foot 8 inches. Direction of length, sixty-eight
degrees west of north.

Mr. Burnard writes: *“ Explored the south end and west
side, with no results. Could do no more, as the north end-
stone (large) was wedged in bottom, and I could not move it
with the tools I had with me.” It thus appears that the
north-west end-stone had slipped in, and as the cover-stone
(4 feet 2 inches by 4 feet 6 inches) is lying on the east side,
it is obvious that all the slabs of this kistvaen are now
accounted for.

The third kistvaen is also in Fox Tor Newtake, south by a
little west of the last named, and distant from it 630 feet or
thereabouts. It lies in long. 3° 56" 63" W, and lat.
50° 31’ 184" N.

Two sides and the north-west end remain. The south-
western side has been thrown across the kist, and leans on
the north-eastern side. The original width was probably
2 feet 3 inches, and the length 2 feet 10 inches ; but the side-
stone which is still in place is 5 feet in length. The direc-
tion of length is fifty-three degrees west of north.

Mr. Burnard reports: “Kist nearest Fox Tor House.—
Dug this partly out to-day (12 June,