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dare to love and leave the consequences with God, whether they can dare

to lose their lives in order to save them. This is no easy task when politics

seem to advise realism about human nature and a selfish protection of

the life, so as not to lose it.

The challenge to faith is, at any rate, the starting point for the solu-

tion, but to be meaningful it must also be accompanied by both the procla-

mation and the demonstration of the supranational nature of Christian

allegiance. The body of Christ is not a pretty idea, but an authentic spirit-

ual reality uniting all kinds and conditions of people. The church in South-

ern Africa must therefore beware of national identifications. In crossing

racial boundaries, it must also demonstrate within itself that sort of society

which it desires to see in the body politic. Guarding not what is old, but

what is ageless must be our pressing concern. In this capacity we must

speak bi-directionally to both white and black nationalisms, promoting

what is good in both, tolerating what is evil in neither. Patience, faith,

love and the New Testament ethic must be preached as basic ingredients

of all policies and the essential prerequisites of all national progress.

The following appendage was submitted by other participants from South

Africa and is included with the approval and consent of Mr. Cassidy:

The Republic of South Africa has to deal with a complex problem

that is created through its multi-national population. The policy of par-

allel development has grown out of the historical background as stated

above, and for generations it has been generally accepted by all the vari-

ous racial groups and applied in the country.

It can be regarded as an honest endeavor to create harmonious co-

existence. The task of the Church to promote evangelism is encouraged

and practiced in an atmosphere of peace.

Report of Group Discussion

Discussion of the explosive subject of political nationalism provided some

tense, frank and open disagreement and a sharp clash of opposing opinions

Afrikaans delegates were quick to take issue with Anglican panelist Mi-

chael Cassidy’s analysis of white and black nationalism in his own Soutl

\frica. The Rev. R. J. N. Van Tonder of the Dutch Reformed Church in

Transvaal rose to ask that Cassidy’s paper be withdrawn as “representing
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only the English-speaking view and as damaging to evangelism in South

Africa.” It was ruled that the freedom of panelists must be protected, that

their papers were not necessarily intended to represent a group consensus,

and that the paper ought therefore not to be withdrawn.

Mr. Cassidy was gracious enough to admit that any report of South

Africa’s exceedingly delicate situation was liable to error. He offered to

correct any one-sidedness in his paper by tribute to the South African

government’s protection of complete freedom of evangelism.

“What about nations where the national government has been iden-

tified with Christianity?” asked the Rev. Angel B. Taglucop (Philippines).

“Is this good or bad for evangelism?”

“If the identification of the government has been with Protestant

Christianity, in general this has not endangered freedom of evangelism,

for it has been accompanied by the development of a religious pluralism

which has permitted freedom of religion,” replied panelist Dr. Hudson

Armerding (USA). The discussion suggested by implication that this has

not always been true where nationalism has been identified with Roman

Catholic Christianity.

In spite of differences, the hour closed with an African tribute to the

power of Christian love to break through all and any barriers that rampant

nationalism can erect against the free flow of the Gospel “Love sees no

color, no national barriers,” declared Samuel Obaker (Cameroun).

“Where there is no Christian love there is no unity. Foreigner and national

are divided, but where there is true love in Christ there is unity.”

Reporter: Samuel H. Moffett
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