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gation. All but three or Tour were groundless actions, and would
not have been brought if our State law did not actually offer a pre-
mium on malpractice suits.

If we count the loss of time to surgeons and patients, including
the small sums filched from the mouths of hungry children by
the prosecuting attorneys, we shall find that the expenditures
vastly exceeded the receipts for damages, and involved in debt and
taxation the counties, without a scintilla of benefit to any one ex-
cepting the lawyers, who fatten upon us without in any way being
held accountable. I think I am safe in saying that my trials
alone cost the County of Penobscot $2,000 to $3,000, and me
about as much more, making $5,000 to $6,000 actually thrown
away. ’

The class of cases prosecuted were of the most aggravating and
dangerous character. Congenital deformities, irremediable accidents
and incurable diseases, from which patients did not expect complete
restoration, but were satisfied with relief from suffering and natural
results, until tempted into prosecutions which would cost them
nothing, but, if successful, would pay handsomely from the hard
earnings of the physician, whom the law presumes to be the pension
bureau of all human ills.

Fractures of the neck of the femur rarely, if ever, result in bony
union ; fractured thighs have an average shortening of a half to an
inch and a half; fractured joints are always restricted in motion;
amputations of the forearm, arm, leg and thigh are followed by a
mortality of twelve to ninety-nine per cent.; resections of joints
with a smaller per cent., and both are liable to muscular retractions,
gangrene, necrosis, secondary hemorrhages, deformities, secondary
amputations and death; vesico-vaginal fistula may occur in any
®edious labor, with or without instruments ; osteosarcoma is always
fatal; hip diseases generally, followed by shortening and disloca-
tions of the thigh, are liable to extensive lacerations and imperfect
results.

The largest verdict for damages in alleged malpractice was in
the case of Dr. JOEN GROVER, of Bethel, amounting, with court
costs, to $2,500, for “an error of judgment in not removing more
of the Jimb,” the moral of which is, in sawing off a leg, saw it off
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DISCUSSION.
Dr. SanGER offered the following resolutions :

Resolved, That, with the existing State laws on civil malpractice, it is un-
safe to practice surgery among the poor.

Resolved, That a committee of five be cliosen by this Association to pre-
sent the subject to the next Legislature and ask for proper legislation.

Dr. Gorpox said he hoped something would be done in reference to this
matter. If some relief was not obtained, the profession would be forced to
take the position indicated in the resolution. The appalling statistics pre-
sented were almost enough to lead the profession to abandon the practice of
surgery. Special legislation was not asked for. He claimed that it would
be a benefit to the whole community. The statistics showed that, even when
the plaintiff secured a verdict, he realized almost nothing from it. It went
to pay the costs of court and lawyers. It was not special legislation to claim
that the plaintiff should be responsible for the costs in case of defeat. If
persons knew that they were to be thus responsible, they would hesitate to
institute suits that had no real foundation.

Dr. SaNGER said he wanted to impress upon the profession that the idea
that any man could escape suit by care was a false one, as both the medical
attendant and the counsel employed for the purpose of protection are often
made defendants in the same suit. The statistics presented showed that any
man might be prosecuted; 126 out of 600 of the physicians of this State had
been prosecuted within the last generation. It was safe to conclude that
there was not a physician of large practice in Maine who had not been obliged
to remit his bill or make some other concession to escape suit. The present
system held out an inducement to fraud and extortion. There were plenty
of lawyers who would fight a suit on shares, and, notwithstanding it was con-
trary to law, they always managed to escape upon the principle that dog
won’t eat dog. The poor were induced to prosecute for what they could get.
If they did not get a verdict, it cost them nothing. All that was asked was
that they should give bonds for the taxable cost in case of defeat. If a man
had a good case, there would be no trouble in getting bondsmen, if he were *
poor.

The subject was further discussed by Drs. Oscoop, JEWETT and FRENCH.

The resolutions were then adopted.
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