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DEPARTMENTAL REGULATIONS.

RELIGIOUS EXERCISES AND INSTRUCTION IN PUBLIC

AND HIGH SCHOOLS.

Approved by Order-in-Council, April SSnd, 1887.

200. Every Public and High School shall be opened with the Lord's

Prayer and closed with the reading of the Scriptures and the Lord's

Prayer, or the prayer authorized by the Department of Education.

201. The Scriptures shall be read daily and systematically without

comment or explanation, and the portions used may be taiien from the

Book of Selections adopted by the Department for that purpose, or from
the Bible, as the trustees, by resolution, may direct.

202. Trustees may also order the reading of the Bible or the authorized

Scripture Selections by both pupils and teachers at the opening and closing
of the school, and the repeating of the Ten Coimnandments at least once a

week.

203. No pupil shall be required to take part in any religious exercise

objected to by his parents or guardians; and in order to the observance of

this regulation the teacher, before commencing a religious exercise, is to

allow a short interval to elay)se, during which the children of Roman
Catholics, and of others who have sigiified their objection, may retire.

204. If, in virtue of the right to be absent from the religious exercises,

any pupil does not enter the school room till fifteen minutes after the

proper time for opening the school in the forenoon, such absence shall not

be treated as an offence against the rules of the school.

205. When a teacher claims to have conscientious scruples in regard to

opening or closing the school as herein prescribed, he shall notify the trus-

tees to that eil'ect in writing, and it shall be the duty of the trustees to

make such provision in the premises as they may deem expedient.

206. The clergy of any denomination, or their authorized representa-

tives, shall have the right to give religious instruction to the pupils of their

own church, in each school house, at least once a week, after the hour of

closing the school in the afternoon; and if the cleigy of more than one

denomination apply to give religious instruction in the same school house,
the board of trustees shall decide on what day of the week the school liouse

shall be at the disposal of the clergymen of each denomination, at the time
above stated. But it shall be lawful for the boaixl of trustees and clergy-
men of any denomination to agree upon any hour of the day at which a

clergyman, or his authorized representative, may give religious instruction

to the pupils of his own church, provided it be not during the regular hours

of the school.

JifoTp;.—By Regulation 8 the school hours shall be from nine o'clock in

the forenoon till four o'clock in the afternoon; but the trustees, by resolu-

tion, may, for the purpose of affording facilities for religious instruction,
or for any other proper purpose, prescribe a shorter period.



PREFACE.

In order to meet what "was considered a very general desire

for the promotion of religious instruction in the Public and High

Schools of the Province the Education Department, in 1884,

secured the services of Ven. Archdeacon Boddy, M.A., Rev. Pro-

vost Body, D.C.L., Rev. John Burton, B.D., Rev. E. Hartley

Dewart, D.D., Rev. John Laing, D.D., Rev. Henry D. Powis,

Rev. Alexander Sutherland, D.D., and Plarailton Cassels, Esq.,

representing several of the leading religious bodies of the Prov-

ince that had called attention to the matter, for the purpose of

examining certain Selections from the Scriptures, which were con-

sidered especially profitable for the moral and religious improve-

ment of the pupils. The Selections, thus approved, were issued

by the Department. As a second edition was required to meet

the public demand, and as it was desirable before issuing such

edition to subject the Selections to careful revision, it was deemed

expedient to invite the same Committee to undertake this work.

The response to this invitation was all but unanimous, and the

names of the Committee who finally agreed to act will be found

on the preceding page. As the result of their labours the Selec-

tions contained in this volume have been prepared, and subse-

quently adopted by the Education Department. It is confidently

hoped that the changes made in the Lessons will render the Selec-

tions still more complete as a comprehensive summary of Scrip-

ture truth, and that the convenience of reference to the Bible

will increase their usefulness both to teachers and pupils.



VI PREFACE.

In adopting this volume of Selections from the Scriptures for

the use and convenience of teachers and pupils in the Public and

High Schools of tlie Province the Education Department declares

now, as formerly, that "
Christianity is the basis of our whole sys-

tem of elementary education, and that its principles should per-

vade that system throughout."

It is recommended that verses from the daily Scripture lesson

be written on the blackboard and committed to memory by the

pupils, and that on every suitable occasion the authority of the

Bible be invoked for the regulation of their conduct, and its pre-

cepts cited as the safest guide for life and duty.

Education Department, Dec. 28th, 1887.
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SCRIPTURE READIIslGS.

THE OLD TESTAMEIsTT.

PART I.

HISTOEICAL.

LESSON I.

THE CREATION.

GENESIS l.\ TN the beginning God created the heaven and
1-19. ji the earth.

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness
vjas upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved

upon the face of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided

the light from the darkness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called

Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of

the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters
which were under the firmament from the waters which were
above the firmament: and it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening
and the morning were the second day.

9 And God said. Let the waters under the heaven be gath-
ered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and
it was so.

2
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10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering
together of the waters called he Seas : and God saw that it was

good.

1 1 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb

yielding seed, a7id the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind,
whose seed is in itself, upon the earth : and it was so.

12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed

after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in

itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.

14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of

the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for

signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven
to give light upon the earth : and it was so.

16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule

the day, and the lesser light to rule the night : he made the stars

also.

17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give

light upon the earth,

18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide

the lierht from the darkness : and God saw that it was sfood.

19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

LESSON IL

THE CREATION.—(Con^mwed.)

GENESIS l.\ A ND God said, Let the waters bring forth abun-

20-31. / IJL dantly the moving creature that hatli life,

and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of

heaven.

2 1 And God created great whales, and every living creature

that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after

their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind : and God saw
that it was good.

22 And God blessed them, saying. Be fruitful, and multiply,
and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.

23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.
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24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living crea-

ture after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the
earth after his kind : and it was so.

25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and
cattle after their kind, and everything that creepeth upon the

earth after his kind : and God saw that it was good.

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the

earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of

God created he him; male and female created he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruit-

ful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and
have dominion over the hsh of the sea, and over the fowl of the

air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

29 And God said. Behold, I have given you every herb bear-

ing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree,

in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall

be for meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the

air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein
there is life, / haoe given every green herb for meat : and it was
so.

31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold,
it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the

sixth day.

GENESIS 11.") rpHUS the heavens and the earth were finished,

1-3. / JL and all the host of them.

2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had

made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which
he had made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: be-

cause that in it he had rested from all his work which God
created and made.
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LESSON III.

CREATION OF MAN—EDEN.

GENESIS II. \ rriHESE are the generations of the heavens and

4-25. / X of the earth when they were created, in the

day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and

every herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not

caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till

the ground.

6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the

whole face of the ground.

7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be-

came a living soul.

8 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden;
and there he put the man whom he had formed.

9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every
tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of

life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of

good and evil.

10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and
from thence it was parted, and became into four heads.

1 1 The name of the first is Pison : that is it which compasseth
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold;

1 2 And the gold of that land is good : there is bdellium and
the onyx stone.

13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is

it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia.

14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it

which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river

is Euphrates.

15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the

garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat :

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou

ghajt surely die.
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18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.

19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast

of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought the.ni unto
Adam to see what he would call them : and whatsoever Adam
called every living creature, that was the name thereof.

20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of

the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was
not found an help meet for him.

21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam,
and he slept : and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh

instead thereof;

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man,
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

23 And Adam said. This is now bone of my bones, and flesh

of my flesh : she shall be called Woman, because she was taken
out of Man.

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and
were not ashamed.

LESSON IV.

MAN'S TEIVIPTATION" AND DISOBEDIENCE.

GENESIS lll.\ "V[0^^ the serpent was more subtil than any
/ 1^ beast of the field which the Lord God had

made. And he said unto the woman. Yea, hath God said. Ye
shall not eat of every tree of the garden ?

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, "We may eat of the
fruit of the trees of the garden :

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the

garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye
touch it, lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall not surely
die:

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then

your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil.
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6 And when the woman saw that the tree v)as good for food,
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to

make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and

gave also unto her husband with her
;
and he did eat.

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew
that they ivere naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and
made themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the

garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid them-
selves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of

the garden.

9 And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him.
Where art thou 1

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I loas naked; and I hid myself.

1 1 And he said. Who told thee that thou wast naked 1 Hast
thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat ?

12 And the man said. The woman whom thou gavest to be

with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this

that thou hast done 1 And the woman said. The serpent beguiled
me, and I did eat.

14 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every
beast of the field

; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt

thou eat all the days of thy life:

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed

;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou

shalt bruise his heel.

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sor-

row and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring fortli children;
and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over
thee.

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou liast hearkened
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of wliich

I commanded thee, saying. Thou shalt not eat of it : cursed is

the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it aU the

days of thy life;

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and
thou shalt eat the herb of the field :
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19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou

return unto the ground ;
for out of it wast thou taken : for dust

tliou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was

the mother of all living.

21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make
coats of skins, and clothed them.

22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one

of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his

hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden
of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.

24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the

garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned

every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

LESSON V.

CAIN AND ABEL.

GENESIS IV.\ A ISTD Adam knew Eve his wife; and she con-

1-16. j XA. ceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have

gotten a man from the Lord.

2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a

keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought
of the fruit of the ground an ofiering unto the Lord.

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and

of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to

his ofiering:

5 But unto Cain and to his ofiTering he had not respect. And
Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth 1 and

why is thy countenance fallen 1

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou

doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his

desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to
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pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel

his brother, and slew him.

9 And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother?

And he said, 1 know not: Am I my brother's keeper"?

10 And he said, What hast thou donel the voice of thy

brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.

11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath

opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand;

12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield

unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be

in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater

than I can bear.

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of

the earth
;
and from thy face shall I be hid

;
and I shall be a

fugitive and a vagabond in the earth ;
and it shall come to pass,

that every one that findeth me shall slay me.

15 And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth

Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord

set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.

16 And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and

dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.

LESSON VI.

THE FLOOD.

GENESIS VI. \ A ND God saw that the wickedness of man was

5-22. I iV great in the earth, and that every imagina-

tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6 And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the

earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

7 And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created

from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creep-

ing thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I

have made them.

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

9 These are the generations of Noah : Noah was a just man
and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.

10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
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11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was

filled with violence.

12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was cor-

rupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.

13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come

before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them;

and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make
in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.

15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The
*

length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it

fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.

16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt

thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the

side thereof; nnth lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make
it.

17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon
the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from

under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.

18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou

shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and

thy sons' wives with thee.

19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort

shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they
shall be male and female.

20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind,

of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every
sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and

thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and
for them.

22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded

him, so did he.

LESSON VII.

THE FLOOD.— (Coreimwed.)

GENESIS VII. \ A ND Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife,

7-24. / XA. and his sons' wives with him, into the ark,

because of the waters of the flood.
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8 Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of

fowls, and of everything that creepeth upon the earth.

9 There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the

male and the female, as God had commanded Noah.

10 And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of

the flood were upon the earth.

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second

month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were
all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows
of heaven were opened.

12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty

nights.

1*3 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham,
and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three

wives of his sons with them, into the ark;

14 They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle

after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon
the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every
bird of every sort.

15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two

of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.

16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all

flesh, as Ood had commanded him : and the Lord shut him in.

17 And the flood was foi-ty days upon the earth; and the

waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above

the earth.

18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly

upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.

19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth;

and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were

covered.

20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the

mountains were covered.

21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of

fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth, and every man :

22 All in whose nostrils ivas the breath of life, of all that

was in the dry land, died.

23 And every living substance was destroyed which was upon
the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping
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things, and the fowl of tlie heaven; and they were destroyed
from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that

wei'e with him in the ark.

24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and

fifty days.

LESSON VIII.

THE WATERS DRIED UP.

GENESIS VIII. "i A ND God remembered Noah, and every living

1-19. / lA. thing, and all the cattle that tvas with him

in the ark : and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and

the waters asswaged;

2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven

were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;

3 And the waters returned from off the earth continually:
and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were

abated.

4 And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seven-

teenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.

5 And the waters decreased continually until the tenth

month : in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were

the tops of the mountains seen.

6 And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah

opened the window of the ark which he had made:

7 And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro,

until the waters were dried up from off the earth.

8 Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters

were abated from off the face of the ground;

9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she

returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the face

of the whole earth : then he put forth his hand, and took her,

and pulled her in unto him into the ark.

10 And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent

forth the dove out of the ark;

1 1 And the dove came in to him in the evening ; and, lo, in

her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the

waters were abated from off the earth.
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12 And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the

dove; which returned not again unto him any more.

13 And it came to pass in the six hundredth and- first year,
in the fii-st montli, the first day of the month, the waters were
dried up from off the earth : and Noah removed the covering of

the ark, and looked, and, beliold, the face of the ground was dry.

14 And iu the second month, on the seven and twentieth day
of tlie month, was the earth dried,

15 And God spake unto Noah, saying,

16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and

thy sons' wives with thee.

17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with

thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abun-

dantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.

18 And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his

sons' wives with him:

19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and
whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went
forth out of the ark.

LESSON IX.

THE COVENANT WITH NOAH.

GENESIS VIII.) A ND Noah builded an altar unto the Lord;
20-22. / XA. and took of every clean beast, and of every

clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said
in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for
man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his

youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as
I have done.

22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold
and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not
cease.

GENESIS IX. \ A ND God blessed Noah and his sons, and said
1-17. / ix unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and

replenish the earth.

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon
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every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon
all that moveth ujoon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the

sea; into your hand are they delivered.

3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even

as the green herb have I given you all things,

4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof,

shall ye not eat.

5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the

hand of eVery beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at

the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man.

6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be

shed: for in the image of God made he man.

7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abun-

dantly in the earth, and multiply therein.

8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, say-

ing.

9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with

your seed after you;

10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the

fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you;
from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth.

11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall

all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither

shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.

1 2 And God said. This is the token of the covenant which I

make between me and you and every living creature that is with

you, for perpetual generations :

13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token
of a covenant between me and the earth.

14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the

earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:

15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me
and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters

shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.

16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon
it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God
and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.

17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the cove-

nant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is

upon the earth.
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LESSON X.

BABEL—THE DISPERSION OP MAN.

GENESIS XI. \ A ND the whole earth was of one language, and
1-9. / IJL of one speech.

2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that

they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.

3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and
burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime

had they for morter.

4 And they said. Go to, let us build us a city and a tower,
whose tower may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name,
lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

5 And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower,
which the children of men builded.

6 And the Lord said. Behold, the people is one, and they
have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now noth-

ing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.

7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language,
that they may not understand one another's speech.

8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the

face of all the earth : and they left oti" to build the city.

9 Tlierefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord
did there confound the language of all the earth : and from thence

did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

LESSON XI.

tHE CALL OF ABRAHAM—GOD'S COVENANT WITH HIM.

GENESIS XII. ^ M^^^ ^^^® ^ORD had said unto Abram, Get thee

1-7. j \}{ out of thy country, and from tliy kindred,
and from thy father's house, unto a laud that I will shew thee:

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless

thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that

curseth thee : and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
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4 So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him
;
and

Lot went with him : and Abram was seventy and five years old

when he departed out of Haran.

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son,

and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that

they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the

land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.

6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of

Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then

in the land.

7 And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy
seed will I give this land : and there builded he an altar unto

the Lord, who appeared unto him.

GENESIS XV.
I

A FTER these things the word of the Lord
1-18. j JLJL came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear

not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.

2 And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing

I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of

Damascus 1

3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed:

and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.

4 And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying.

This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of

thine own bowels shall be thine heir.

5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said. Look now to-

ward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them:

and he said unto him. So shall thy seed be.

6 And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for

righteousness.

7 And he said unto him, I am the Lord that brought thee

out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.

8 And he said. Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall

inherit it %

9 And he said unto him. Take me an heifer of three years

old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years

old, and a turtle dove, and a young pigeon.

10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the

midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds

divided he not.
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1 1 And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram
drov^e them away.

12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him.

13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed

shall be a stranger in a land tliat is not their's, and shall serve

them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;

14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge:
arid afterward shall they come out with great substance.

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be
buried in a good old age.

IG But in the fourtli generation they shall come hither again:
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.

17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and
it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that

passed between those pieces.

18 In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram,
saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of

Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.

LESSON XII.

THE INTERCESSION OF ABRAHAM FOR SODOM.

GENESIS XVIII.
j

A ND the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abra-
17-33. / lA. ham that thing which I do;

18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and

mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed

in himi

19 For I know him, that he will command bis children and
his household after him, and they shall keep tlie way of the

Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring

upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

20 And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Go-
morrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done

altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me;
and if not, I will know.

22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went
toward Sodom : but Abraham stood yet before the Lord.
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23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy
the righteous with the wicked'?

24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city : wilt

thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous
that are therein'?

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the

righteous with the wicked : and that the righteous should be as

the wicked, that be far from thee : Shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right '?

26 And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous
within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.

27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am hut dust and
ashes :

28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous:
wilt thou destroy all the city for lack o/five'? And he said, If I

find there forty and five, I will not destroy it.

29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradven-
ture there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not
do it for forty's sake.

30 And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and
I will speak: Peradventui'e there shall thirty be found there.

And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there.

31 And he said. Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak
unto the Lord : Peradventure there shall be twenty found there.

And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake.

32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will

speak yet but this once : Peradventure ten shall be found there.

And he. said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake.

33 And the Lord went his way, as soon as he had left com-

muning with Abraham : and Abraham returned unto his place.

LESSON XIII.

THE TRIAL OF ABRAHAM.

GENESIS XXII. \ A ND it came to pass after these things, that

1-19. / jLJl God did tempt Abraham, and said unto

him, Abraham : and he said, Behold, here I am.

3
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2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac,
whom tliou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee of.

3 And Abraham rose up efirly in the morning, and saddled

his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his

son, and clave the Avood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and
went unto the place of which God had told him.

4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw
the place afar off.

5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here

with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and

come again to you.

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and
laid it upon Isaac his son: and he took the fire in his hand, and
a knife; and they went both of them together,

7 And Isaac spj\ke unto Abraham his father, and said. My
father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said. Behold
the fire and the wood : but where is the lamb for a burnt

offering?

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a

lamb for a burnt offering : so they went both of them together.

9 And they came to the place which God had told him of;

and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order,
and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the

wood.

10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the

knife to slay his son.

1 1 And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven,
and said, Abraham, Ah>raham : and he said, Here am I.

12 And he said. Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do
thou anything unto him : for now I know that thou fearest

God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from
me.

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold

behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abra-
ham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt

offering in the stead of his son.

14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-

jireh : as it is said to this day. In the mount of the Lord it shall

be seen.
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15 And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of

heaven the second time,

16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for

because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy

son, thine only son:

17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I

will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand

which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate
of his enemies.

18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be

blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

19 So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose

up and went together to Beei'-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at

Beer-sheba.

LESSON XIV.

JACOB OBTAINS THE BLESSING.

GENESIS XXVII. \ 4 ND it came to pass, that when Isaac was
1-29. J XA. old, and his eyes were dim, so that he

could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him,

My son: and he said unto him. Behold, here am I.

2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of

my death:

3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver
and thy bow, and go out to the held, and take me some venison;

4 And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it

to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.

5 And Rebekah heard wlien Isaac spake to Esau his son.

And Esau went to the held to hunt ybr venison, and to bring it.

6 And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I

heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying,

7 Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may
eat, and bless thee before the Lord before my death.

8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that

which I command thee.

9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good
kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy

father, such as he loveth:
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10 And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat,

and that he may bless thee before his death.

11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my
brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man :

12 My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to

him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a

blessing.

13 And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my
son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me them.

14 And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his

mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such as his father

loved.

15 And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau,

which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her

younger son:

16 And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his

hands, and upon the smooth of his neck :

17 And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she

had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

18 And he came unto his father, and said. My father: and

he said. Here am I
;
who art thou, my son ?

19 And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn,

1 have done according as thou badest me : arise, I pray thee, sit

and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.

20 And Isaac said unto his son. How is it that thou hast

found it so quickly, my son 1 And he said, Because the LoRi>

thy God brought it to me.
*

21 And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I

may feel thee, my son, whether thou he my very son Esau or not

22 And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he feli

him, and said. The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are tht

hands of Esau.

23 And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy,

OS his brother Esau's hands : so he blessed him.

24 And he said. Art thou my very son Esau? And he said,

I am.

25 And he said. Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my
son's venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought it

near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine, and he

<lrank.
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•26 And liis father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and
kiss me, my son.

27 And he came near, and kissed him : and he smelled the

smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said. See, the smell of

my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed :

28 Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the

fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine :
.

29 Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee; be

lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to

thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed he he

that blesseth thee.

LESSON XV.

ESAU BLESSED-HIS ANGER AGAINST JACOB.

GENESIS XXVII. "1 A ND it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had

30-45. / xjL made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob
was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father,
that Esau his brother came in from his hunting.

31 And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto

his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat

of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me.

32 And Isaac his father said unto him. Who art thou ? And
he said, I am, thy son, thy firstborn Esau.

33 And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said. Who 1

where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I

have eaten of all before thou earnest, and have blessed him ? yea,
and he shall be blessed.

34 And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried

with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father,

Bless me, even me also, O my father.

35 And he said. Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath

taken away thy blessing.

36 And he said. Is not he rightly named Jacob I for he hath

supplanted me these two times: he took away my birthright;

and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he

said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me 1

37 And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have

made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for
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servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and

what shall I do now unto thee, my son 1

38 And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one bless-

ing, my fatlier ? bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau

lifted up his voice, and wept.

39 And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold,

thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of

heaven from above;

40 And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy

brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the

dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.

41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith

his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of

mourning for my father are at hand
;
then will I slay my brother

Jacob.

42 And these words of Esau her elder son were told to

Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and
said unto him. Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth

comfort himself, purposing to kill thee.

43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice
;
and arise, flee

thou to Laban my brother to Haran;
44 And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury

turn away;
45 Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he

forget that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and
fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you
both in one day %

LESSON XVI.

JACOB'S VISION.

GENESIS XXVIII.\ A ND Jacob went out from Beersheba, and

10-22. / XX went toward Haran.

11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all

night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that

place, and put litem for his pillows, and lay down in that place
to sleep.

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth,
and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of

God ascending and descending on it.
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13 And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the

Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the

hind whereon thou Kest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou

shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the

north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all  

the families of the earth be blessed.

15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all

places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this

land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I

have spoken to thee of.

16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said. Surely

the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.

17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place!

this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of

heaven.

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the

stone that he had put /or his pillows, and set it up /or a pillar,

and poured oil upon the top of it.

19 And he called the name of that place Beth-el; but the

name of that city vms called Luz at the first.

20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying. If God will be with me,

and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread

to eat, and raiment to put on,

21 So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then

shall the Lord be my God :

22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be

God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely

give the tenth unto thee.

LESSON XVII.

JACOB AT PENIEL.

GENESIS XXXII. \ A ND Jacob went on his way, and the angels

\A2, 24-32. j A of God met him.

2 And when Jacob saw them, he said. This is God's host:

and he called the name of that place Mahanaim.

3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother

unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom.
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4 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto

my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned
with Laban, and stayed there until now:

5 And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and

womenservants : and I liave sent to tell my lord, that I may find

J^race in thy sight.

6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to

thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four

hundred men with him.

7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed : and he

divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds,
and the camels, into two bands;

8 And said. If Esau come to the one company, and smite it,

then the other company which is left shall escape.

9 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of

my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto me. Return unto

thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee:

10 1 am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all

the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with

my staff' I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two
bands.

11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother,
from the hand of Esau : for I fear him, lest he will come and
smite me, and the mother with the children.

12 And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make
thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for

multitude.*««*»«»»«»
24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with

him until the breaking of the day.

25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he
touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigli
was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.

26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he

said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.

27 And he said unto him, What is thy name ? And he said,
Jacob.

28 And he said. Thy name shall be called no more Jacob,
but Isra«>l: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with

uien, and hast prevailed.
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29 And Jacob asked htm, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy

name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my
name "i And he blessed him there.

30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I

have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.

31 And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and

he halted upon his thigh.

32 Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which

shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day:

because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that

shrank.

LESSON XVIII.

JACOB RETURNS TO BETHEL.

<3ENESIS XXXV.\ A ND God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up
1-15. J ii to Beth-el, and dwell there: and make

there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou

rieddest from the face of Esau thy brother.

2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were

with him. Put away the strange gods that are among you, and

be clean, and change your garments:
• 3 And let us arise, and go up to Beth-el; and I will make

there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my
distress, and was with me in the way which I went.

4 And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were

in their hand, and alt their earrings which were in their ears;

and Jacob hid then under the oak which was by Shechem.

5 And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the

cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue
after the sons of Jacob.

6 So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan,
that is Beth-el, he and all the people that were with him.

7 And he built there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el:

because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face

of his brother.

8 But Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried

beneath Beth-el under an oak: and the name of it was called

AUon-bachuth.
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9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of

Padan-aram, and blessed him.

10 And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name
shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name:

and he called his name Israel.

11 And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful

and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of

thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins;

1 2 And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thea

I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land.

13 And God went up from him in the place whei-e he talked

with him.

14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked

with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering

thereon, and he poured oil thereon.

15 And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake
with him, Beth-el.

LESSON XIX.

JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN.

•}A1-22. / Ijl father was a stranger, in the land of

GENESIS XXXVII. 1 A ND Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his

1-

Canaan.

2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seven-

teen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren
;
and the

lad was with the sons of Billiah, and with the sons ol Zilpah, his

father's wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil

repoi't.

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because
he toas the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many
colours.

4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him
more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak
peaceably unto him.

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren:

and they hated him yet the more.

6 And he said unto them. Hear, I pray you, this dream
which T have dreamed :
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7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and,

lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright, and, behold, your
sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.

8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over

us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they
hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his breth

ren, and said. Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold,

the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.

10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his

father rebuked hiri, and said unto him, What is this dream that

thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren

indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?

1 1 And his brethren envied him
;
but his father observed the

saying.

12 And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in

Shechem.

13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed

the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them.

And he said to him. Here am I.

14 And he said to him. Go, I pray thee, see whether it be

well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring me
word again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and ho

came to Shechem.

15 And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wan-

dering in the fleld: and the man asked him, saying. What seek-

est thou?

16 And he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee,

where they feed tlieir flocks.

17 And the man said. They are departed hence; for I heard

them say. Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his

brethren, and found them in Dothan.

18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he canm
near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him.

19 And they said one to another. Behold, this dreamer

cometh.

20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him

into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured

him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams.
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21 And Reuben heard it^ and he delivered him out of their

hands; and said, Let us not kill him.

22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, hut cast him

into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon
him

;
that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to

his father again.

LESSON XX.

JOSEPH HATED OF HIS BRETHREN.

GENESIS XXXVII. ^ A ND it came to pass, when Joseph was

23-36. i -/x come unto his brethren, that they stript

Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that teas on him
;

24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit : and the pit

was empty, there was no water in it.

25 And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their

eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came
from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and

myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt.

26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we

slay our brother, and conceal his blood?

27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not

our hand be upon him
;

for he is our brother and our flesh.

And his brethren were content.

28 Then there passed by Midianites nierchantmen; and they
drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the

Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph
into Egypt.

29 And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph
was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes.

30 And he returned unto his brethren, and. said, The child is

not; and I, whither shall I go?

31 And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats,
and dipped the coat in the blood;

32 And they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought
it to their father; and said, This have we found: know now
whether it he thy son's coat or no.

33 And he knew it, and said. It is my son's coat; an evil

beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces.



SCRIPTURE READINGS. ^
34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon bis

loins, and mourned for his son many days.

35 And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort

him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said. For I will go
down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father

wept for him.

36 And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar,
an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard.

GENESIS XXXIX. ) A ND Joseph was brought down to Egypt;
1-5. J xjL and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh,

captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of

the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither.

2 And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperou.s:

man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.

3 And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and that

the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand.

4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him:

and he made him overseer over his house, and all tlwl he had he

put into his hand.

5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made hin»

overseer in liis house, and over all that he had, that the Lord
blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing
of the Lord was upon all that he had in the house, and in the-

field.

LESSON XXI.

PHARAOH'S DREAMS.

GENESIS XLI.'i A ND it came to pass at the end of two full

1-24. / x jL years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold,
he stood by the river.

2 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well

favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow.

3 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of

the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed
;
and stood by the otlier

kine upon the brink of the river.

4 And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up th&
seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awake.
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5 And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behold,
seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank ajid good.

6 And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east

wind sprung up after them.

7 And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full

ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream.

8 And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was

troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt,
and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream;
but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.

9 Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do
remember my faults this day ;

10 Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward
in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker:

11 And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we
dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream.

12 And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew,
servant to the captain of the guai'd ;

and we told him, and he

interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according to his

dream he did interpret.

13 And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was;
me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged.

14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought
him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and

changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.

15 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream,
and there is none that can interpret it : and I have heard say of

thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it.

16 And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying. It is not in me:
God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.

17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I

stood upon the bank of the river:

18 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine,
fatfleshed and well favoured

;
and they fed in a meadow :

19 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor
and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all

the land of Egypt for badness:

20 And the lean and the ill favoured kine did eat up the first

seven fat kine:

21 And when they had eaten them up, it could not be known
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that they had eaten tliem; but they were still ill favoured, as at

the beginning. So I awoke.

22 And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up
ill one stalk, full and good:

23 And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with
the east wind, sprung up after them:

24 And the tliin ears devoured the seven good ears: and I

told this unto the magicians; but there ivas none that could

declare it to me.

LESSON XXII.

JOSEPH INTERPRETS PHARAOH'S DREAMS.

GENESIS XLI.\ A ND Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of

25-49. / XI. Pharaoh is one : God hath shewed Pharaoh
what he is about to do.

26 The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good
ears are seven years: the dream is one.

27 And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up
after them are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted

with the east wind shall be seven years of famine.

28 This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh :

What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh.

29 Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout
all the land of Egypt :

30 And there shall arise after them seven years of famine;
and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and
the famine shall consume the land;

31 And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason

of that famine following; for it sliail be very grievous.

32 And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice;
it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly

bring it to pass.

33 Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and

wise, and set him over the land of Egypt.
34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the

land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven

plenteous years.

35 And let them gather all the food of those good years that
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come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them

keep food in the cities.

36 And that food shall be for store to the land against the

seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that

the land perish not through the famine.

37 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in

the eyes of all his servants.

38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find sv^ch a

one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?

39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath

shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou

art:

40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy
word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be

greater than thou.

41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over

all the land of Egypt.

42 And Pharaoh took otf his ring from his hand, and put it

upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen,
and put a gold chain about his neck

;

43 And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he

had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made
him ruler over all the land of Egypt.

44 And Phai'aoh said unto Joseph, I ain Pharaoh, and with-

out thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of

Egypt.

45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah ;

and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Potipherah
priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.

46 And Joseph tvas thirty years old when he stood before
Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the pres-
ence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt.

47 And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth

by handfuls.

48 And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which
were in tlie land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities:

the food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he

up in the same. '

49 And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of tlie sea, very
much, until he left numbering; for it was without number.
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LESSON XXIII.

JOSEPH'S BRETHREN VISIT EGYPT.

GENESIS XLII.\ AJOW when Jacob saw that there was corn

1-28. / 1 1 in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why
do ye look one upon another 1

2 And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in

Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that
we may live, and not die.

3 And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in

Egypt.

4 But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his

brethren
;
for he said. Lest peradventure mischief befall him.

5 And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that
came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan.

6 And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was
that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's brethren

came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to

the earth.

7 And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made
himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and
he said unto them. Whence come ye 1 And they said, From the
land of Canaan to buy food.

8 And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him.

9 And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of

them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of

the land ye are come.

10 And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food
are thy servants come.

1 1 We are all one man's sons
;
we are true men, thy servants

are no spies.

12 And he said unto tliem, Nay, but to see the nakedness of

the land ye are come.

13 And they said. Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons

of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is

this day with our father, and one is not.

14 And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto

you, saying. Ye are spies:

4
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1 5 Hereby ye shall be proved : By the life of Pharaoh ye
shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother couie

hither.

16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye
shall be kept in prison, that yuur words may be proved, whether
there he any truth in you : or else by the life of Pharaoh surely

ye are spies.

17 And he put them all together into ward three days.

18 And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and

live; for I fear God:

19 If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in

the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of

your houses:

20 But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your
words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so.

21 And they said one to another. We are verjly guilty con-

cerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when
he besought us, and we would not hear; thei-efore is this distress

come upon us.

22 And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto

you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not

hear 1 therefore, behold, also his blood is required.

23 And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he

spake unto them by an interpreter..

24 And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and
returned to them again, and communed with them, and took

from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes.

25 Then Joseph commanded to till their sacks with corn, and
to restoi'e every man's money into his sack, and to give them

i-rovision for the way: and thus did he unto them.

26 And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed
thence.

27 And as one of thein opened his sack to give his ass pi'ov-
ender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in his

sack's mouth.

28 And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored
;

and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and

they were afiaid, saying one to another. What is this that God
hath doiie unto us ?

\
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LESSON XXIV.

JOSEPH'S BRETHREN RETURN FROM EGYPT.

GENESIS XLII.\ A ND they came unto Jacob their fatlier unto

29-38. / IX the land of Canaan, and told him all that

befell unto them
; saying,

30 The man who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us,

and took us for spies of the country.

31 And we said unto him, We are true men; we are no

spies :

3'2 We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and
the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.

33 And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, Hereby
shall I know that ye are true vie7i; leave one of your brethren

here with me, and take Jbod for the famine of your households,
and be gone:

34 And bring your youngest brother unto me: then shall 1

know that ye are no spies, but tlhat ye are true tnen: so will I

deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the land.

35 And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that,

behold, every man's bundle of money was in his sack: and when
both they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were
afraid.

36 And Jacob their father said unto them. Me have ye be-

reaved ofmy children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye
will take Benjamin aivay: all these things are against me.

37 And Reuben spake unto his father, saying. Slay my two

sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and
I will bring him to thee again.

38 And he said. My son shall not go down with you ;
for his

brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by
the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray
hairs with sorrow to the grave.

GENESIS XLIII.\ A ND the famine was sore in the land.

1-14. } lY. 2 And it came to pass, when they had
eaten up the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, their

father said unto them. Go again, buy us a little food.

3 And Judah spake unto hira, saying, The man did solemnly
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protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your
brother he with you.

4 If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down
and buy thee food :

5 But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down : for

the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except your
brother he with you.

6 And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to

tell the man whether ye had yet a brother?

7 And they said. The man asked us straitly of our state, and
of our kindred, saying, Is your fatlier yet alive? have ye another

brotlier? and we told him according to the tenor of these words:
could we certainly know that he would say, J3ring your brother

down?
8 And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with

me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die,

Vjoth we, and thou, and also our little ones.

9 I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require
him : if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then

let me bear the blame for ever:

10 For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned

this second time.

1 1 And their father Israel said unto them. If it must be so

now, do this; take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels,

and carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little

honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds:

\1 And take double money in your hand; and the money
tliat was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it

again in your hand; peradveuture it was an oversight:

13 Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man:

14 And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that

he may send away your otlier brother, and Benjamin. If I be
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.
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LESSON XXV.

, JOSEPH ENTERTAINS HIS BRETHREN.

GENESIS XLIII.\ A ND the men took that present, and they
15-34. / I\. took double money in their hand, and

Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood

before Joseph.

16 And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to

the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make

ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon.

17 And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought
the men into Joseph's house.

18 And the men were afraid, because they were brought into

Joseph's house; and they said, Because of the money that was
returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that

he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us

for bondmen, and our asses. ,

19 And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, and

they communed with him at the door of the house,

20 And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to

buy food :

21 And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we

opened our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the

mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we have

brought it again in our hand.

22 And other money have we brought down in our hands to

buy food : we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks.

23 And he said. Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and
the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks: I

had your money. And he brought Simeon out unto them.

24 And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and

gave them w^ter, and they washed their feet; and he gave their

asses provender.

25 And they made ready the present against Joseph came at

noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there.

2G And when Joseph came home, they brought him the pres-
ent which was in their hand into the house, and bowed them-
selves to him to the earth.
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27 And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your
father well, the old man of whom ye spakel Is he yet alive?

28 And they answered, Thy servant our fathei is in good
health, he is yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and

made obeisance.

29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin,
his mother's son, and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom
ye spake unto mel And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my
son.

30 And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon
his brother : and he sought where to weep ;

and he entered into

his chamber, and wept there.

31 And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained him-

self, and said. Set on bread.

32 And they set on for him by himself, and for them by
themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by
themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the

Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians.

33 And they,sat before him, the firstborn according to his

birthright, and the youngest according to his youth : and the

men marvelled one at another.

34 And he took and sent messes unto them from before him :

but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of their's.

And they drank, and were merry with him.

LESSON XXVI.

JOSEPH DETAINS HIS BRETHREN.

GENESIS XLIV.^ A ND he commanded the steward of his house,
1-17. / XA_ saying, Fill the men's sacks xoith food, as

much as they can carry, and put every man's money in his sack's

mouth.

2 And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the

youngest, and liis corn money. And he did according to the
word that Joseph had spoken.

3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away,
they and their asses.

4 And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far
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off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and
when thou dost overtake them, say unto them. Wherefore have

ye rewarded evil for good?

5 Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby
indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so doing.

6 And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same
words.

7 And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these

words'? God forbid that thy servants should do according to this

thing :

8 Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths,
we brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan: how
then should we steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold?

9 With Vv homsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him

die, and we also will be my lord's bondmen.

10 And he said, Now also let it he according unto your words:

he with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye shall be

blameless.

1 1 Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the

ground, and opened every man his sack.

1 2 And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the

youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack.

13 Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass,

and returned to the city.

14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for

he was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground.

15 And Joseph said unto them. What deed is this that ye
have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly
divine?

16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what
shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found

out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's ser-

vants, both we, and he also with whom tlie cup is found.

17 And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but the man
in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as

for you, get you up in peace unto your father.
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LESSON XXVII.

JUDAH'S APPEAL TO JOSEPH.

GENESIS XLIV.\ FTIHEN Judah came near unto him, and said,

18-34. j 1 Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee,

speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn

against tliy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh.

19 My lord asked his servants, saying. Have ye a father, or

a brother ?

20 And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man,

and a child of his old age, a little one : and his brother is dead,

and he alone is left of his mother, and his fatlier loveth him.

21 And thou saidst unto thy servants. Bring him down unto

me, that I may set mine eyes upon him.

22 And we said unto my lord. The lad cannot leave his

father: for ^/he should leave his father, hisfather would die.

23 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest

brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no more.

24 And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant

my father, we told him the words of my lord.

25 And our father said. Go again, and buy us a little food.

26 And we said. We cannot go down: if our youngest
brother be with us, then will we go down : for we may not see

the man's face, except our youngest brother he with us.

27 And thy servant my father said unto us. Ye know that

my wife bare me two sons:

28 And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is

torn in pieces ;
and I saw him not since :

29 And if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall him,

ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.

30 Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and

the lad he not with us; seeing that his life is bound up in the

lad's life;

31 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not

loith us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the

^ra-y hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave.

32 For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father,

saying. If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame

to my father for ever.
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33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead

of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his

brethren.

34 For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad he not

with me ? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my
father.

LESSON XXVIII.

JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS BRETHRET^.

GENESIS XLV.\ rpHEN Joseph could not refrain himself before

/ JL all them that stood by him; and he cried,

Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man
with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren.

2 And he wept aloud : and the Egyptians and the house of

Pharaoh heard.

3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I nm Joseph; doth my
father yet live^ And his brethren could not answer him; for

they were troubled at his presence.

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I

pray you. And they came near. And he said, I avi Joseph
your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves,
that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to pre-
serve life.

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land : and

yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing
nor harvest.

7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in

the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God : and
he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house,
and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus
saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come
down unto me, tarry not:

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou

slialt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's

children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast:
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11 And there wfll I nourish thee; for yet thf^rt are five years
o€ £unine; lest thoo, and thj hooa^ftdd, smd all that thoa hast,
eome to poverty.

12 And, beh<dd. your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother

Benjamin, that if t# my mouth that ^eaketh onto yon.

13 And ye shall teil my father of aU my glocy in ^^ypt, and
of all that ye hare seen; uid ye shall haste and bring down my
father hither.

14 And he fdl upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept:
and Benjamin wept npmi his neck.

15 Mweorer he ki^ed all his brethren, and wept upon them :

and after that his breUirrai talked with him.

16 And the fame therectf was heard in Pharat^'s house, say-

ii^ JoG^ih's br^dhren are emne: and it pleased Pharaoh well,
and his servants.

17 And Fhaiaoh said unto Joseph, Say onto thy brethren,
Hus do ye; lade your beasts, and gOj ge^ yon onto the land of

Canaan;
18 And take yoor fatho' and your hoaaehMs, and come onto

me: and I will give yoo the good of the land of Egypt, and ye
shall eat the fatof the land.

19 Now thoa art commanded, this do ye; take you wagmis
oat of the land of Egypt for yoor little <Hies, and for yoor wives,
and bring yoar fsrther, and eome.

20 Also regard not yoor staff; for the good of aQ die land of

Egypc isyoar^s.

21 And the children of Israel did so: and JosefA g^^c them

wagons, according to the commandment of TharatiAk, and gave
them provisian £nr the way.

22 To all of them he gave each man changes ai raiment; bat
to Benjamin he gave three hundred puxes oi silver, and five

changes of raiment.

23 .\nd to his father he senir after tins manner; ten asses

laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with

com and bread and meat for his father by the way.
24 So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he

said unto them. See that ye fall not out by the way.
25 And they went up out ol Egypt, and came into the land

of Canaan onto Jacob their father,

26 And iaid him, saying; Joseph is jet alive^ and he m gor-
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27 And the sons of Joseph, whioh wx^rt^ K>rn him in Kj;\'pt,

wrrf two souls: .-*11 the souls of the house of l;»kvb. whioh o*me

into Egypt, irerv threesivre and ten.
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28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his

face unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen.

29 And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet

Israel his father, to Goslien, and presented himself unto him;

and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while.

30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I

have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive.

31 And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's

house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him. My
brethren, and my father's house, which were in the land of

Canaan, are come unto me;

32 And the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to

feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds,

and all that they have.

33 And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you,

and shall say, What is your occupation 1

34 That ye shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been about

cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our

fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every

shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians.

GENESIS XLVII.\ rr HEIST Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and

1-10. / X said, My father and my brethren, and

their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, are come

out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of

Goshen.

2 And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and pre-

sented them unto Pharaoh.

3 And Pharaoh said unto his brethren. What is your occupa-

tion? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds,

both we, and also our fathers.

4 They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the

land are we come; for thy servants have no pasture for their

flocks; for the f.-vmine is sore in the land of Canaan: now there-

fore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen.

5 And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and

thy brethren are come unto thee:

G The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land

make thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen

let them dwell : and if thou knowest any men of activity among
tliem, then make them rulers over my cattle.
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7 And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before

Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh.

8 And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou?

9 And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my
pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have

the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto

the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of

their pilgrimage.

10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before

Pharaoh.

LESSON XXX.
Jacob blesses Joseph's so:^^s.

GENESIS XLVIII.l A ND it came to pass after these things,

/ j\_ that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father

is sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and

Ephraim.
2 And one told Jacob, and said. Behold, thy son Joseph

Cometh unto thee : and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon
the bed.

3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto

me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me,

4 And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and

multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people;
and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting

possession.

6 And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which
were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto

thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be

mine.

6 And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be

thine, and shall be called after the name of their brethren in

their inheritance.

7 And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by
me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a

little way to come unto Ephrath : and I buried her there in the

way of Ephrath; the same is Beth-lehem.

8 And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said. Who are these?

9 And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom
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God hath given me in this place. And he said, Bring them, I

pray thee, unto me, and 1 will bless them.

10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could

not see. And he brought them near unto him; and he kissed

them, and embraced them.

1 1 And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy
face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed.

12 And Joseph brought them out from between his knees,
and he bowed himself with his face to the earth.

13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand
toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward
Israel's right hand, and brought them near unto him.

14 And Israel stretched out his right hand,, and laid it

upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand

upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manas-
seh was the firstborn.

15 And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all

my life long unto this day,

16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the

lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my
fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude
in the midst of the earth.

17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand

upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him : and he held up his

father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's
head.

18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for

this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head.

19 And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I

know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be

great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he,
and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.

20 And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel

bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh : and
he set Ephraim before Manasseh.

21 And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall

be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers.

22 Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy
brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my
sword and with my bow.
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LESSON XXXI.

JACOB BLESSES HIS OWN SONS.

GENESIS XLIX.\ A ND Jacob called unto his sons, and said,

/ xL Gather yourselves together, that I may
tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.

2 Gather yourselves together,- and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and
hearken unto Israel your father.

3 Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the begin-

ning of ray strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency
of power :

4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou
wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went

up to my couch.

5 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are

in their habitations.

6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their

assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger
they slew a man, and in their self will they digged down a wall.

7 Cursed he their anger, for it vms fierce; and their wrath,
for it was cruel : I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them
in Israel.

8 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy
hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children

shall bow down before thee.

9 Judah is a lion's whelp : from the prey, my son, thou art

gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old

lion; who shall rouse him up 1

10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver
from between his feet, until Shiloh come

;
and unto him shall the

gathering of the people be.

11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the

choice vine; he washed his gai-ments in wine, and his clothes in

the blood of grapes:

12 His eyes shall he red with wine, and his teeth white with

milk.

13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall

he for an haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.
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14 Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two bur-

dens:

15 And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was

pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant

unto tribute.

16 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.

1 7 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path,
that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.

18 I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord.

19 Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome
at the last.

20 Out of Asher his bread shall he fat, and he shall yield

royal dainties.

21 Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.

22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well;
whose branches run over the wall :

23 The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and
hated him :

24 But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands
were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob;

(from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel
:)

25 Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and

by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven

above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the

breasts, and of the womb:

26 The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the bless-

ings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting
hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of

the head of him that was separate from his brethren.

27 Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall

devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.

28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it

that their father spake unto them, and blessed them; every one

according to his blessing he blessed them.

29 And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be

gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave

that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,

30 In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is be-

fore Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with
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the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of 'a burying-

place.

31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there

they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried

Leah.

32 The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein

was from tl>e children of Heth.

33 And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his

sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the

ghost, and was gathered unto his people.

LESSON XXXII.

BURIAL OF JACOB AND DEATH OF JOSEPH.

GENESIS L.\ A ND Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept

/ j\_ upon him, and kissed him.

2 And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to em-

balm his father: and the physicians embalmed Israel.

3 And forty days wei^e fulfilled for him
;
for so are fulfilled the

days of those which are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned

for him threescore and ten days.

4 And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spake
unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, If now I have found grace in

your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying,

5 My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave
which I have digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt

thou bury me. Now therefore let n)e go up, I pray thee, and

bury my father, and I will come again.

6 And Pharaoh said, Go up, and l)ury thy father, according
as he made thee swear.

*

7 And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him

went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and

all the elders of the land of Egypt,

8 And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his

father's house : only their little ones, and their flocks, and their

herds, they left in the land of Goshen.

9 And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen ;

and it was a very great company.
5
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10 And they came to the threshingfloor of Atad, which is be-

yond Jordan, and there they mourned with a great and very sore

lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven days.

11 And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites,
saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This is a griev-
ous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name of it was
called Abel-mizraim, whicii is beyond Jordan.

12 And his sons did unto him according as he commanded
them :

13 For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and
buried him in the cave of the field of INlachpelah, which Abraham

bought with the field for a possession of a buryingplace of Ephron
the Hittite, before Mam re.

14 And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren,
and all that went up with him to bury his father, after he had
buried his father.

15 And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was

dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will cer-

tainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him.

16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy
father di4 command before he died, saying,

17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now,
the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin

;
for they did unto

thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the

servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they

spake unto him.

18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face;

and they said, Behold, we he thy servants.

19 And Joseph said unto them. Fear not: for am I in the

place of God 1

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; hut God meant
it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much peo-

ple alive.

21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your
little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto t'.iem.

22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house:

and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years.

23 And Jo.seph saw Ephraim's children of the third genera-
tion: the children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were

brought up upon Joseph's knees.
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24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will

surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land

which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

25 And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying,
God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from

hence.

26 So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and

they embalmed him, and he was put in a colfin in Egypt.

LESSON XXXIII.

OPPRESSION OF THE HEBREWS—BIRTH OF MOSES.

EXODUS l.\ A ND Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all

)A6-14, 22. / lA. that generation.

7 And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased

abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and
the land was tilled with them.

8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew
not Joseph.

9 And he said unto his people. Behold, the people of the

children of Israel are more and mightier than we:

10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply,
and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they

join also unto our enemies, and tight against us, and so get them

up out of the land.

11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict

them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure

cities, Pithom and Raamses.

12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied
and grew. And they were grieved because of the children of

Israel.

13 And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve

with rigour:

14 And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in

morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the tield:

all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour.

22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying. Every son
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that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye
shall save alive.

EXODUS II. 'I A ^I^ there went a man of the house of Levi, and
1-15. / Xl. took to wife a daughter of Levi.

2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she

saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.

3 And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him
an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch,
and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the

river's brink.

4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to

him.

5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself a.t

the river; and her maidens walked along by the river's side; and
wlien she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to

fetch it.

6 And when she had opened it, she saw the child : and, be-

hold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on hiin, and said,
This is one of the Hebrews' children.

7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter. Shall I go and
call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse
the child for thee?

8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid
went and called the child's mother.

9 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her. Take this child

away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And
the woman took the child, and nursed it.

10 And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh's

daugliter, and he became her son And she called his name
Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.

11 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was

grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their

burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of

his brethren.

12 And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw
thfit tJiere was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the

sand.

13 And when he went out the second day, behold, two men
of the Hol)rews strove together: and he said to him that did the

wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?
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14 And ho said, Who made thee ,a prince ajid a judp;e over

us? intendest thou to kill nio, as thou killedst the Egyptian?
And Moses feared, and said, Sui-ely this thing is known.

If) Now when Phai'aoh heafd this tliinif, he souglit to slay
Moses. ]5ut Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in

the land of Midian: and he sat dowii by a well.

LESSON XXXIV

GOD SPKAKS TO MOSKS FROM THK BURNINO BUSH.

EXODUS III.) MOW Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father

/ [\ in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the

Hock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of

God, even to lloreb.

2 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame

of fire out of tli(! midst of a bush: and he looked, aiul, behold,
the bush burtuid with fire, and the bush vas not consumed.

3 And IVlos(^s said, I will now turn aside, and see this great

sight, why the bush is not burnt.

4 And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses,
Moses. And he said, Here am L

5 And he said. Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.

6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of

Abraham, the (Jod of Isaac, and the (Jod of Jacob. And Moses
hid his fac(!; for lie was afraid to look upon God.

7 And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my
people which are in l^^gypt, and have heard their cry by reason
of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;

8 And I am conu; down to deliver them out of the hand of

tlie Egyi)tians, and to l)ring them up out of that land unto a

good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey;
unto the ])lac(' of thci Canaanitcs, and the JLttites, and the

Amorites, and the Peri/zites, and the liivites, and the Jebusites.

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is

come unto me: and I have also seen tlie oppression wherewith
the Egyptians oppress them.
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10 Come now thei'efore, and I Avill send thee unto Pharaoh,
that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel

out of Egypt.
11 And Moses said unto God, Who ain I, that I sliould go

unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of

Israel out of Kgypt '\

12 And he said. Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall

he a token unto thee, that I have sent tliee: When thou hast

brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon
this mountain.

13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the

children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your
fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What
is his name 1 what shall I say unto them ?

14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he

said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath

sent me unto you.

15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say
unto the children of Israel, The Lord God of your fathers, the

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath

sent me unto you : this is my name for ever, and this is my me-
morial unto all generations.

16 Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto

them, The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of

Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have surely
visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt:

17 And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction

of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and
the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebu-

sites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey.

18 And they sliall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come,
thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye
shall say unto him, The Lord God of the Hebrews hath met with

us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days' journey into

the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.

19 And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go,

no, not by a mighty hand.

20 And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all

my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that

he will let you go.

21 And I will give this people favour in the sight of the



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 55

Egyptians : and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall

not go empty :

22 But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of

her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of

gold, and raiment: and ye shall put tltem upon your sons, and

upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians.

LESSON XXXV.

INCREASED OPPRESSION OF THE HEBREWS.

EXODUS V.\ A ND afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and

j IJl told Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord God of

Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in

the wilderness.

2 And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should obey
his voice to let Israel go? I know not the Lord, neither will I

let Israel go.

3 And they said. The God of the Hebrews hath met with us:

let us go, we pray tliee, three days' journey into the desert, and

sacrifice unto the Lord our God; lest he fall upon us with pesti-

lence, or with the sword.

4 And the king of Egypt said unto them. Wherefore do ye,

Moses and Aaron, let the people from their works ? get you unto

your burdens.

5 And Pharaoh said. Behold, the people of the land now are

many, and ye make them rest from their burdens.

6 And Pharaoh commanded tlie same day the taskmasters of

the people, and their ofl&cers, saying,

7 Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as

heretofore : let them go and gather straw for themselves.

8 And the tale of the bricks, which they did make heretofore,

ye shall lay upon them
; ye sliall not diminish ouglit thereof : for

they be idle; therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice

to our God.

9 Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they may
labour therein; and let them not regard vain words.

10 And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their

officers, and they spake to the people, saying, Thus saith Pharaoh,

I will not give you straw.
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11 Go ye, get you straw where ye can find it: yet not ought
of your work shall be diminished.

12 So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the

land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of straw.

13 And the taskmasters hasted them,, saying, Fulfil your
works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw.

14 And the officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh's
taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and demanded,
Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in making brick both

yesterday and to day, as heretofore 1

15 Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried

unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy ser-

vants ?

16 There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they say
to us. Make brick: and, behold, thy servants are beaten; but the

fault is in thine own people.

17 But he said. Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let
us go and do sacrifice to the Lord.

1 8 Go therefore now, aiid work
;
for there shall no straw be

given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks.

19 And the officers of the children of Israel did see that they
were in evil cane, after it was said. Ye shall not minish ought
from your bricks of your daily task.

20 And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as

they came forth from Pharaoh :

21 And they said unto them. The Lord look upon you, and

judge; because ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the

eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword
in their hand to slay us.

22 And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, Lord, where-

fore hast thou so evil entreated this people ? why is it that thou

hast sent me ?

23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he

liath done evil to this people; neither hast thou delivered thy

people at all.
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LESSON XXXVI.

INSTITUTION OF THE PASSOVER.

EXODUS XII. \ A ND the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in

1-28. / 11. the land of Egypt, saying,

2 This month shall he uiito you the beginning of months : it

shall he the first month of the year to you.

3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the

tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a

lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house :

4 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and
his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the num-
ber of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make
your count for the lamb.

5 Yowv lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year:

ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats :

6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the

same month : and the whole assembly of the congregation of

Israel shall kill it in the evening.

7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two
side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they
shall eat it.

8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire,

and unleavened bread
;
and with bitter herhs they shall eat it.

9 Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast

with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof.

10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning;
and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn
with fire.

11 And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your
shoes on your feet, and your staft'in your hand; and ye shall eat
it in haste : it is the Lord's passover.

12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and
will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and

beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment:
I am the Lord.

13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses
where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you,
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and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I

smite the land of Egypt.

14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye
shall keep it a feast to tlie Lord throughout your generations;

ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.

15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first

day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses : for whosoever
eateth unleavened bread from the first until the seventh day,
that soul shall be cut oif from Israel.

16 And in the first day thei'e shall be an holy convocation,
and in the seventh day there shall be r.n holy convocation to you ;

no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which every
man must eat, that only may be done of you.

17 And ye shall observe the /east o/ unleavened bread; for in

this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of

Egypt: tlierefore shall ye observe this day in your generations

by an ordinance for ever.

18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at

even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth

day of the month at even.

19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses:

for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be

cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger,
or born in the land.

20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations

shall ye eat unleavened bread.

21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said

unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your
families, and kill the passover.

22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the

blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side

posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall

go out at the door of his house until the morning.

23 For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians;
and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side

posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer the

destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.

24 And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee

and to thy sons for ever.

25 And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land
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which the Lord will give you, according as he hath promised,
that ye shall keep this service.

26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say
unto you, What mean ye by this service ?

27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover,

who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,
when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And
the people bowed the head and worshipped.

28 And the children of Israel went away, and did as the

Lord h^ commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they.

LESSON XXXVII.

THE FIRSTBORN SLAIN—DEPARTURE FROM EGYPT.

EXODUS XII. \ A ND it came to pass, that at midnight the

29-42. / IjL Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of

Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto

the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the

firstborn of cattle.

30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his ser-

vants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt;
for there was not a house where there was not one dead.

31 And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said.

Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and

the children of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as ye have said.

32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said,

and be gone; and bless me also.

33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that

they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said.

We he all dead men.

34 And the people took their dough before it was leavened,

their kneadingtroughs being bound up in their clothes upon their

shoulders.

35 And the children of Israel did according to the word of

Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and

jewels of gold, and raiment:

36 And the Lord gave the people favour in the sight of the

Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they

required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.
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37 And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to

Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot tliat were men,
beside children.

38 And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and

flocks, and herds, even very much cattle.

39 And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which

they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened
;
be-

cause they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither

had they prepared. for themselves any victual.

40 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt
in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years.

*

41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and

thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the

hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt.

42 It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord for

bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of

the Lord to be observed of all the children of Israel in their

generations.

EXODUS XIII. \ A ND it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the

17-22. / Xl. people go, that God led them not through
the way of the land of the Philistines, although that ivas near;
for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see

war, and they return to Egypt:
18 But God led the people about, through the way of the

wilderness of the Red sea: and the children of Israel went up
harnessed out of the land of Egypt.

19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he

had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely
visit you ;

and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you.

20 And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped
in Etham, in the edge of the wilderness.

21 And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a

cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to

give them light; to go by day and night:

22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the

pillar of fire by n\g\\t, from before the people.
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LESSON XXXVIII.

PASSAGE OF THE RED SEA.

EXODUS XIV. \ A ND it was told the king of Egypt that the
5-31. . / 11 people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and

of his servants was turned against the people, and they said,

Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving
us?

6 And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with
him:

7 And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the
chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of them.

8 And the Lord hai'dened the heart of Pharaoh king of

Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: and the
children of Israel went out with an high hand.

9 But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and
chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and over-

took them encamping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-

zephon.

10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted

up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them;
and they were sore afraid : and the children of Israel cried out
unto the Lord.

11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves
in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness?
wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of

Egypt 1.

\2 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, say-

ing, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians ? For it had
been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should
die in the wilderness.

13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still,

and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to

day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see

them again no more for ever.

14 The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.

15 And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou
unto me ? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward :

16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over
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the sea, and divide it : and the children of Israel shall go on dry
ground through the midst of the sea.

17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians,
and they shall follow them: and I will get me honour upon
Pharaoh, and .upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his

horsemen.

18 And the Egyptians shall know that I avi the Lord, when
I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and

upon his horsemen.

19 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of

Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the

cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them :

20 And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the

camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it

gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the

other all the night.

21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the

Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that

night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.

22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea

upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on
their right hand, and on their left.

23 And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to

the midst of the sea, eveii all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and
his horsemen.

24 And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the Lord
looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire

and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians,

25 And took ofF their chariot wheels, that they drave them

heavily: so that the Egyptians said. Let us flee from the face of

Israel; for the Lord tighteth for them against the Egyptians.

26 And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand
over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyp-
tians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.

27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the

sea retui'iied to his sti-ength when the morning appeared; and
the Egyptians lied against it; and the Lord overthrew the Egyp-
tians in the midst of the sea.

28 And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and
the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the

sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them.
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29 But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the

midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their

right hand, and on their left.

30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of

the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea

shore.

31 And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon
the Egyptians: and the people feared the Lord, and believed

the Lord, and his servant Moses.

LESSON XXXIX.

THE SONG OF DELIVERANCE.

EXODUS XV. \ npHEN sang Moses and the children of Israel

1-21. / JL this song unto the Lord, and spake, saying,

I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the

horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.

2 The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my
salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation;

my father's God, and I will exalt him.

3 The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name.

4 Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea:

his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea.

5 The depths have covered them : they sank into the bottom

as a stone.

6 Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power: thy

right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.

7 And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast over-

thrown them that rose up against thee : thou sentest forth thy

wrath, zvJiich consumed them as stubble.

8 And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered

together, the floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths
were congealed in the heart of the sea.

9 The enemy said, I will pui-sue, I will overtake, I will divide

the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my
sword, my hand shall destroy them.

10 Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them;

they sank as lead in the mighty waters,
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11 "Who is like unto tliee, O Lord, among the gods? who ia

like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?

12 Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed
them.

13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou

hast redeemed : thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy
holy habitation.

14 The people shall hear, and be afraid: sorrow shall take

hold on the inhabitants of Palestina.

15 Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the mighty
men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them; all the in-

habitants of Canaan shall melt away.
16 Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness of

thine arm they shall be as still as a stone; till thy people pass

over, Loud, till the people pass over, which thou hast

purchased.

17 Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain
of thine inheritance, in the placo, O Lord, which thou hast made
for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands
have established.

18 The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.

19 For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and
with his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord brought again the

waters of the sea upon them
;
but the children of Israel went on

dry land in the midst of the sea.

20 And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a

timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with
timbrels and with dances.

21 And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the Lord, for he
hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath he
thrown into the sea.

LESSON XL.

THE GIVING OF MANNA.

EXODUS XVI. \ A ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
11-35. j iL 12 I have heard the murmurings of the

children of Israel : speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat

flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye
shall know that I am the Lord your God.



SCRIPTURE READINGS. G5

13 And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and
covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about

the host.

14 And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon
the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small

as the hoar frost on the ground.

15 And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to

another, It is manna : for they wist not what it was. And Moses
said unto them, This is the bread which the Lord hath civen

you to eat.

16 This is the thing which tlie Lord hath commanded. Gather
of it every man according to his eating, an omer for every man,
according to the number of your persons; take ye every man for

them which are in his tents.

17 And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some

more, some less.

18 And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered
much liad nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack;

they gathered every man accoi'ding to his eating.

19 And Moses said. Let no man leave of it till the morning.

20 Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but
some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and
stank: and Moses was wroth with them.

21 And they gathered it every morning, every man according
to his eating : and when the sun waxed hot, it melted.

22 And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered
twice as much bread, two omers for one man: and all the rulers
of the congregation came and told Moses.

23 And he said unto them, This is that which the Lord hatii

said. To morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord;
bake that which ye will bake to day, and seethe that" ye will

seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept
until the morning.

24 And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade: and
it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein.

25 And Moses said. Eat that to day; for to day is a sabbath
unto the Lord: to day ye shall not find it in the field.

26 Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which
is the sabbath, in it there shall he none.
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27 And it came to pass, that there went out some of the

})eople on the seventh day for to gather, and they found none.

28 And the Lord said unto Moses, Plow long refuse ye to

keep my commandments and my laws?

29 See, for that tlie Lord hath given you the sabbath, there-

fore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days; abide

ye every man in his place, let no man go out of his place on the

seventh day.

30 So the people rested on the seventh day.

31 And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna:
and it was like coriander seed, white, and the taste of it vjas

like wafers made with honey.

32 And Moses said. This is the thing which the Lord com-

mandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept for your generations; that

they may see the bread wherewith I have fed you in the wilder-

ness, when I brought you forth from the land of Egypt.

33 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer
full of manna therein, and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept
for your generatior s.

34 As the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up be-

fore the Testimony, to be kept.

35 And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years,
until they came to a land inhabited; they did eat manna, until

they came unto the bprders of the land of Canaan.

LESSON XLI.

WATER FROM THE ROCK.

EXODUS XVII.) A ND all the congregation of the children of

/ IX Israel journeyed from the wilderness of

Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the

Lord, and pitched in liephidim: and there was no water for the

people to drink.

2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said. Give

us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why
chide ye with me 1 wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ?

3 And the people thirsted there for water; and the people
murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou
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hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
our cattle with thirst ?

4 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, What shall I do
unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me.

5 And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the people,
and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, where-

with thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go.

6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in

Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come
water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so

in the sight of the elders of Israel.

7 And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah,
because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they

tempted the Lord, saying, Is the Lord among us, or not ?

8 Then came Anialek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim.
9 And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go

out, fight with Amalek : to morrow I will stand on the top of

the hill with the rod of God in mine hand.

10 So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with
Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the

hill.

11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that

Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek pre-
vailed.

12 But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and

put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur
stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on
the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down
of the sun.

13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the

edjre of the sword.

14 And the Lord said unto Moses, Write th\&for a memorial
in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua : for I will utterly

put out the remembrance of Amalek from ujider heaven.

15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it

Jehovah-nissi :

16 For he said, Because the Lord hath sworn that the Lord
will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.
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LESSON XLII.

THE LAW GIVEN ON SINAI.

EXODUS XIX.\ A ND Moses brought forth the people out of

17-25. j ix the camp to meet with God; and they
stood at the nether part of the mount.

18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the
Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended
as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.

19 And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and
waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him

by a voice.

20 And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the top
of the mount: and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the

mount; and Moses went up.

21 And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, charsre the

people, lest they break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many
of them perish.

22 And let the priests also, which come near to the Lord,
sanctify themselves, lest the Lord break forth upon them.

23 And Moses said unto the Lord, The people cannot come

up to mount Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds
about the mount, and sanctify it.

24 And the Lord said unto him, Away, get thee down, and
thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the

priests and the people Vjreak through to come up unto the Lord,
lest he break forth upon them.

25 So Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them.

EXODUS XX. I A ND God spake all these words, saying,
1-21. j XA. 2 I am the Lord thy God, which have

brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bond-

age.

3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them :

for I tlie Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
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of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth genera-
tion of them that hate me;

6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me,
and keep my commandments.

7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain
;

for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in

vain.

8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:

10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God:
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy

daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle,

nor thy stranger that is within thy gates :

11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,

and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day : wherefore
the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days maybe
long upon the land which the Lord thy God givetli thee.

13 Thou shalt not kill.

14 Thou shalt not con)mit adultery.

15 Thou shalt not steal.

16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not

covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maid-

servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neigh-
bour's.

18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the light-

nings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking:
and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.

19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we
will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.

20 And Moses said unto the people. Fear not: for God is

come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces,

that ye sin not.

21 And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto
the thick darkness where God was.
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LESSON XLIII.

THE COVENANT WITH ISRAEL.

EXODUS XXIV.
j

A ND he said unto Moses, Come up unto the

/ i\_ Lord, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abi-

hu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off.

2 And Moses alone shall come near the Lord: but they shall

not come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him.

3 And Moses came and told the people all the woi'ds of the

Lord, and all the judgments: and all the people answered with

one voice, and said, All the words which the Lord hath said will

we do.

4 And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord, and rose up
early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and
twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel.

5 And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which

offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto

the Lord.

6 And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons; and
half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.

7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the au-

dience of the people: and they said. All that the Lord hath said

will we do, and be obedient.

8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people,
and said. Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath

made with you concerning all these words.

9 Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and

seventy of the elders of Israel :

10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his

feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were

the body of heaven in his clearness.

11 And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not

his hand: also they saw God, and did eat and drink.

12 And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the

mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a

law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest
teach them.

13 And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Mosea

went up into the mount of God.
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14 And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us, until

we come again unto you : and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with

you: if any man have any matters to do, let him come unto them.

15 And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered

the mount.

16 And the glory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, and

the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto

Moses out of the midst of the cloud.

17 And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like devouring
tire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel.

18 And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him

up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and

forty nights.

LESSON XLIV.

THE LORD PROCLAIMS HIS NAME TO MOSES.

EXODUS XXXIII. \ 4 ND Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched
7-23. / 11. it without the camp, afar off from the

camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it

came to pass, that every one which sought the Lord went out

unto the tabernacle of the congregation, which was without the

camp.
8 And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the taber-

nacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man at his

tent door, and looked after Moses, until he was gone into tlie

tabernacle.

9 And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle,
the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the taber-

nacle and the Lord talked with Moses.

10 And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the

tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every
man in his tent door.

11 And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man

speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp:
but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed
not out of the tabernacle.

12 And Moses said unto the Lord, See, thou sayest unto me,

Bring up this people : and thou hast not let me know whom thou
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wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name,
and thou hast also found grace in my sight.

13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy
sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may
rind grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy

people.

14 And he .said, My presence shall go unth time, and I will

give thee rest.

15 And he said unto him. If thy presence go not vriih me,

carry us not up hence.

16 For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people
have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with
us ? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the

people that are upon the face of the earth.

17 And the Lord said unto Moses, I will do this thing also

that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and
I know thee by name.

18 And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.

19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee,
and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will

l)e gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on
whom I will shew mercy.

20 And he said. Thou canst not see my face : for there shall

)io man see me, and live.

21 And the Lord said. Behold, there is a place by me, and
thou shalt stand upon a rock:

22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by,
that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee

with my hand while I pass by:

23 And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt sse my
back parts : but my face shall not be seen.

EXODUS
XXXIV.]

4 ND the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee

1-9. j Dl two tables of stone like unto the first :

and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first

tables, which thou brakest.

2 And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning
unto mount Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the top of

the mount.

3 And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man
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be seen throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor

herds feed before that mount.

4 And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first
;
and

Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto mount

Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him, and took in his hand

the two tables of stone.

5 And the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him

there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord.

6 And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The

Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longs ufi"ering, and

abundant in goodness and truth,

7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans-

gression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty ; visit-

inc the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the

children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.

8 And Moses made haste, and bowed his head towards the

earth, and worshipped.

9 And he said. If now I have found grace in thy sight,

Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us; for it is a stiff-

necked people ;
and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us

for thine inlieritance.

LESSON XLV.

THE TABERNACLE.

EXODUS XL.\ A ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

1-16, 34-38.] A 2 On the first day of the first month shalt

thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation.

3 And thou shalt put therein the ark of the testimony, and

cover tlie ark with the vail.

4 And thou shalt bring in the table, and set in order the

things that are to be set in order upon it; and thou shalt bring
in the candlestick, and light the lamps thereof.

5 And thou shalt set the altar of gold for the incense before

the ark of the testimony, and put the hanging of the door to the

tabernacle.

6 And thou shalt set the altar of the burnt offering before

the door of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation.
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7 And thou shalt set tlie laver between the tent of the con-

gregation and the altar, and shalt put water therein.

8 And thou shalt set up the court round about, and hang up
the hanging at the court gate.

9 And thou shalt take the anointing oil, and anoint the taber-

nacle, and all that is therein, and shalt hallow it, and all the
vessels thei-eof : and it shall be holy.

10 And thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt offering, and
all his vessels, and sanctify the altar: and it shall be an altar
most holy.

1 1 And thou shalt anoint the laver and his foot, and sanctify
it.

12 And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and wash them with water.

13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy garments, and
anoint him, and sanctify him; that he may minister unto me in

the priest's office.

14 And thou shalt bring his sons, and clothe them with coats:

15 And thou shalt anoint them, as thou didst anoint theii-

father, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office: fo?-

their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priestliood through-
out their generations.

16 Thus did IMoses : according to all that the Lord com
manded him, so did he.

« « » * » * « »•» « »

34 Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and
the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.

35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the con-

gregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of tlie

Lord filled the tabernacle.

36 And when the cloud was taken up from over the taber

nacle, the children of Israel went onw^ard in all their journeys:
37 But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed

not till the day that it was taken up.

38 For the cloud of the Lord was upon the taliernacle l>y

day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of

Israel, throughout all their journeys.
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LESSON XLVI.

THE YEARLY ATONEMENT.

LEVITICUS XVI.
^

4 ND the Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto

2-22. / xJL Aaron thy brother, that he come not at

all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy
seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear
in the cloud upon the mercy seat.

3 Thus shall Aaron come into the holy />/afe.- with a young-
bullock for a sin oflering, and a ram for a burnt offering.

4 He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the

linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen

girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are

holy garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and so

put them on.

5 And he shall take of the congregation of the children of

Israel two kids of the goats for a sin ottering, and one ram for a

burnt offering.

6 And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which

is for himself, and make an atonement for himself, and for his

house.

7 And he shall take the two goats, and present them before

the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

8 And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for

the Lord, and the other lot for the scapegoat.

9 And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the Lord's lot

fell, and oflTer him /or a sin offering.

10 But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat,
shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make an atonement
with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.

11 And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin off'ering,

which is for himself, and shall make an atonement for himself,

and for his house, and shall kill the bullock of the sin offering
which is for himself:

12 And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire

from oflT the altar before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet

incense beaten small, and bring it within the vail :

13 And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the
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Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat

that is upon the testimony, that he die not :

14 And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle
it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the

mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the V>lood with his finger seven

times.

15 Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for

the people, and bring his blood within the vail, and do with that

blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it

upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:

16 And he shall make an atonement for the hoXy place, be-

cause of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of

their transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the

tabernacle of the congregation, that remaineth among them in

the midst of their uncleanness.

• 17 And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the con-

gregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy

place, until he come out, and have made an atonement for him-

self, and for his household, and for all the congregation of Israel.

18 And he shall go out unto the altar that is before the

Lord, and make an atonement for it; and shall take of the blood

of the bullock, and of the blood of the goat, and put it upon the

horns of the altar round about.

19 And he shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger
seven times, and cleanse it, and hallow it from the uncleanness

of the children of Israel.

20 And when he hath made an end of reconciling the holy

place, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar, he
shall bring the live goat :

21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the

live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children

of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting
them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the

hand of a fit man into the wilderness:

22 And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto
a land not inhabited : and he shall let go the goat in the wilder-

ness.
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LESSON XLVII.

THE SPIES SENT INTO CANAAN.

NUMBERS XIII.
~)

A ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

Ij 2, 17-33. j JTl. 2 Send thou men, that they may search

the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of

every tribe of their fatliers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler

among them.

17 And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and

said unto them, Get you up this way southward, and go up into

the mountain :

18 And see the land, what it is; and the people that dwelleth

therein, whether they he strong or weak, few or many;
19 And what the land is that they dwell in, whether it he

good or bad; and what cities they he that they dwell in, whether
in tents, or in sti'ong holds;

20 And what the land is, whether it he fat or lean, whether
there be wood therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and

bring of the fruit of the land. Now the time ivas the time of

the tirstripe grapes.

21 So they went up, and searched the land from the wilder-

ness of Zin unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath.

22 And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron;
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, ivere.

(Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)
23 And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down

from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare

it between two upon a staff; and they hrouyht of the pomegran-
ates, and of the figs.

24 The place was called the brook Eshcol, because of the clus-

ter of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from thence.

25 And they returned from searching of the land after forty

days.

26 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to

all the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness

of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and
unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land.

27 And they told him, and said, We came unto the land
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whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and

honey; and this is the fruit of it.

28 Nevertheless the people he strong that dwell in the land,
and the cities are walled, and very great : and moreover we saw
the ciiiidren of Anak there.

21) The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the

Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the moun-
tains : and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of

Jordan.

30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let
us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to«over-
oome it.

V

31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able
to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil report of the land which

they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying. The land,

through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth

up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it

are men of a great stature.

33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come
of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and
!so we were in their sight.

LESSON XLVIII.

THE PEOPLE MURMUR AT THE REPORT OF THE SPIES.

NUMBERS
XIV.|

A ND all the congregation lifted up their voice,
1-24. i Xl- and cried; and the people wept that night.

2 And all tlie children of Israel murmured against Moses
and against Aaron : and the whole congregation said unto them,
Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would
God we had died in this wilderness!

3 And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this land,
to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a

prey 1 were it not better for us to return into Egypt 1

4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and
let us return into Egypt.

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the

; assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel.
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6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephun-

neh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes :

7 And they spake unto all the company of the children of

Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to searcli it, is

an exceeding good land.

8 If the Lord delight in us, then he w ill bring us into this

land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey.

9 Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the

people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is

departed from them, and the Lord is with us : fear them not.

10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones.

And the glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle of the

congregation before all the children of Israel.

1 1 And the Lord said unto Moses, How long will this people

provoke me ? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all

the signs which I have shewed among them 1

12 1 will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them,

and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they.

13 And Moses said unto the Lord, Then the Egyptians shall

hear it, (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from

among them
;)

14 And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for

they have heard that thou Lord art among this people, that thou

Lord art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth over

them, and that thou goest before them, by day time in a pillar of

a cloud, and in a pillar of tire by night.

15 Now ?/thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the

nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying,

16 Because the Lord was not able to bring this people into

the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them

in the wilderness.

17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be

great, according as thou hast spoken,' saying,

18 The Lord is IongsufFering, and of great mercy, forgiving

iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing tlie (juilty,

visitino' the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the

third and fourth generation.

19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people accord-

ing unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven
this people, from Egypt even until now.
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20 And the Lord said, I have pardoned according to thy
word :

21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with

the glory of the Lord.

22 Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my
miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have

tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my
voice

;

23 Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto
their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it :

24 But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with

him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land

whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.

LESSON XLIX.

THE WATERS OF MERIBAH—DEATH OF AARON.

NUMBERS XX. 1 mHEN came the children of Israel, even the

1-13. 22-29. I X whole congregation, into the desert of Zin
in the first month : and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam
died there, and was buried there.

2 And there was no water for the congregation : and they
gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron.

3 And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would
God that we had died when our brethren died before the Lord!

4 And why have ye brought up the congregation of the Lord
into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there 1

5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt,
to bring us in unto this evil place 1 it is no place of seed, or of

figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water
to drink.

6 And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the as-

sembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and

they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the Lord appeai'ed
unto them.

7 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou,
and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their
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eyes ;
and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth

to them water out of the rock : so thou shalt give the congrega-
tion and their beasts drink.

9 And Moses took the rod from before the Lord, as he com-
manded him.

10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together
before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels;
must we fetch you water out of this rock 1

1 1 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote
the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the

congregation drank, and their beasts also.

12 And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye
believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of

Lsrael, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the
land which I have given them.

13 This is the water of Meribah; because the children of
Israel sti'ove with the Lord, and he was sanctified in them.«*«« ***««

22 And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation,
journeyed from Kadesh, and came unto mount Hor.

23 And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount
Hor, by the coast of the land of Edom, saying,

24 Aaron shall be gathered unto his people: for he shall not
enter into the land which I have given unto the children of Israel,
because ye rebelled against my word at the water of Meribah.

25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto
mount Hor:

26 And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon
Eleazar his son: and Aaron shall be gathered u7ito his people,
and shall die there.

27 And Moses did as the Lord commanded: and they went
up into mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation.

28 And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them
upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the top of the
mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount.

29 And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead,
they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel.



82 SCRIPTURE READINGS.

LESSON L.

BALAAM BLESSES ISRAEL.

NUMBERS XXIII.
j

A ND Balaam said unto Balak, Build me
1-24. / A. here seven altars, and prepare me here

seven oxen and seven rams.

2 And Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and Balak and
Balaam offered on every altar a bullock and a ram.

3 And Balaam said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt offering,

and I will go: peradventure the Lord will come to meet me:
and whatsoever he sheweth me I will tell thee. And he went
to an high place.

4 And God met Balaam : and he said unto him, I have pre-

pared seven altars, and I have offered upon every altar a bullock

and a ram.

5 And the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said.

Return unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak.

6 And he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt

sacrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab.

7 And he took up his parable, and said, Balak the king of

Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the mountains of the

east, saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel.

8 How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed 1 or how
shall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied ?

9 For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills

I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be

reckoned among the nations.

10 Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the

fourth part of Israel 1 Let me die the death of the righteous,

and let my last end be like his !

1 1 And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou done unto

me % I took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast

blessed them altogether.

12 And he answered and said. Must I not take heed to speak
that which the Lord hath put in my mouth 1

13 And Balak said unto him, Come, I pray thee, with me
unto another place, from whence thou mayest see them: thou

shalt see but the utmost part of them, and shalt not see them
all: and curse me them from thence.
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14 And he brought him into the field of Zophim, to the top
of Pisgah, and built seven altars, and offered a bullock and a

ram on every altar.

1 5 And he said unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt offering,
while I meet the Lord yonder.

16 And the Lord met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth,
and said, Go again unto Balak, and say thus.

17 And when he came to him, behold, he stood by his burnt

offering, and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said

unto him. What hath the Lord spoken ?

18 And he took up his parable, and said, Kise up, Balak, and

hear; hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor:

19 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of

man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it?

or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good ?

20 Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he
hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it.

21 He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he
seen perverseness in Israel: the Lord his God is with him, and
the shout of a king is among them.

22 God brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it were the

strength of an unicorn.

23 Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is

there any divination against Israel: according to this time it

shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought !

24 B^iold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, and lift

up himself as a young lion : he shall not lie down until he eat o/
the prey, and drink the blood of the slain.

LESSON LI.

EXHORTATION TO OBEDIENCE, BASED ON ISRAEL'S

HISTORY.

DEUTERONOMY VIII. \ A LL the commandments which I com-

/ xjL mand thee this day shall ye observe

to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the

land which the Lord sware unto your fathers.

2 And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy
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God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee,

and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether
thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed

thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy
fathers know; that he might make tliee know that man doth

not, live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of

the mouth of the Loud doth man live.

4 Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot

swell, these forty years.

5 Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee.

6 Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord

thy God, to walk in his ways and to fear him.

7 For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a
land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out

of valleys and hills;

8 A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and

pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey;

9 A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness,

thou shalt not lack any thing in it
;
a land whose stones are iron,

and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass.

10 When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless

the Lord thy God for the good land which he hath given thee.

11 Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not

keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes,

which I command thee this day:

12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built

goodly houses, and dwelt therein;

13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver

and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied;

14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord

thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt,
from the house of bondage;

15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness,

wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where

tJiere was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the

rock of flint;

16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, whicli thy



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 85

fathers knew not, that lie might humble thee, and that he might
prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;

17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of

mine hand hath gotten me this wealth.

18 But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he
that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his

covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.

1 9 And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the Lord thy God,
and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I

testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish.

20 As the nations which the Lord destroyeth before your
face, so shall ye perish ; because ye would not be obedient unto
the voice of the Lord your God.

LESSON LII.

DEATH OF MOSES.

DEUTERONOMY XXXIV.
|

A ND Moses went up from the plains
j IjL of Moab unto the mountain of

Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And
the Lord showed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan,

2 And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh,
and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea,

3 And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the

city of palm trees, unto Zoar.

4 And the Lord said unto him, This is the land which I
sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will

give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine

eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.

5 So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of

Moab, according to the word of the Lord.

6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over

against Beth-peor : but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto
this day.

7 And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he
died : his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.

8 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of
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Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for

Moses were ended.

9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wis-

dom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children

of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord commanded
Moses.

10 And there arose rvot a prophet since in Israel like unto

Moses, whom tlie Lord knew face to face,

11 In all the signs and the wonders, which the Lord sent him
to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his servants,
and to all his land,

12 And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror

which Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel.

LESSON LIII.

JOSHUA APPOINTED TO SUCCEED MOSES.

JOSHUA l.\ XfOW after the death of Moses the servant of the

/ \}\ Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake
unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying,

2 Moses my servant is dead
;
now therefore arise, go over this

Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give
to them, even to the children of Israel.

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that

have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great

river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto

the great sea toward thg going down of the sun, shall be your
coast.

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all

the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee:

I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt

thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their

fathers to give them.

7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest
observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant

commanded thee : turn not from it to the right hand or to the

left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.
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8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but

thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest ob-

serve to dt) according to all that is written therein : for then thou

shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
success.

9 Have not I commanded thee ? Be strong and of a good

courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord

thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,

11 Pass through the host, and command the people, saying,

Px'epare you victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over

this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the Lord your
God giveth you to possess it.

12 And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to half

the tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,

13 Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord
commanded you, saying. The Lord your God hath given you rest,

and hath given you this land.

14 Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall remain
in the laud which Moses gave you on this side Jordan; but ye
shall pass before your brethren armed, all the mighty men of

valour, and help them
;

15 Until the Lord have given your brethren rest, as he hath

given you, and they also have possessed the land which the Lord

your God giveth them : then ye shall return unto the land of

your possession, and enjoy it, which Moses the Lord's servant

gave you on this side Jordan toward the sunrising.

16 And they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou com-
mandest us we will do, and wh.thersoever thou sendest us, we
will go.

17 According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so

will we hearken unto thee : only the Lord thy God be with thee,
as he was with Moses.

18 Whosoever lie he that doth rebel against thy command-

ment, and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou com-
mandest him, he shall be put to death: only be strong and of a

good courage.
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LESSON LIV.

THE PEOPLE PASS OVER JORDAN.

JOSHUA IV. \ A ND it came to pass, when all the people were

/ j\_ clean passed over Jordan, that the Lord

spake unto Joshua, saying,

2 Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every ti'ibe

a man,
3 And command ye them, saying. Take you hence out of the

midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests' feet stood

firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and

leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night.

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared
of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man :

5 And Joshua said unto them. Pass over before the ark of the

Lord your God into the midst of Jordan, and take you up every
man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the number
of the tribes of the children of Israel:

6 That this may be a sign among you, thai when your chil-

dren ask their fathers in time to come, saying. What mean ye by
these stones %

7 Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were

cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord
;
when it passed

over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones

shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever.

8 And the children of Israel did so as Joshua commanded,
and took up twelve stones out of the midst of Jordan, as the

Lord spake unto Joshua, according to the number of the tribes

of the children of Israel, and carried them over with them unto

the place where they lodged, and laid them down there.

9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in

the place where the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the

covenant stood : and they are there unto this day.

10 For the priests which bare the ark stood in the midst of

Jordan, until everything was finished that the Lord commanded
Joshua to speak unto the people, according to all that Moses

commanded Joshua : and the people hasted and passed over.

11 And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed

over, that the ark of the Lord passed over, and tho priests, in

the presence of the people.
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12 And the children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and
half the tribe of Manasseh, passed over armed before the children

of Israel, as Moses spake unto them :

13 About forty thousand prepared for war passed over before
the Lord unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.

14 On that day the Lord magnified Joshua in the sight of

all Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the

days of his life.

15 And the Lord spake unto Joshua, saying,

16 Command the priests that bear the ark of the testimony,
that they come up out of Jordan.

17 Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, Come ye
up out of Jordan.

18 And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark
of the covenant of the Lord were come up out of the midst of

Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the

dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place,
and flowed over all his banks, as they did before.

19 And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day
of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of

Jericho.

20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan,
did Joshua pitch in Gilgal.

21 And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, "When

your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying,
What mean these stones ?

22 Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came
over this Jordan on dry land.

23 For the Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan
from before you, until ye were passed over, as the Lord your God
did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we
were gone over.

24 That all the people of the earth might know the hand of

the Lord, that it is mighty : that ye might fear the Lord your
<jrod for ever.
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LESSON LV.

THE OVERTHROW OF JERICHO.

JOSHUA V. \ A ND it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho,
13-15. / IJL that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, be-

hold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn
in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art

thou for us, or for our adversaries ?

14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the Lord
am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and
did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his

servant ?

15 And the captain of the Lord's host said unto Joshua,
Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou

standest is holy. And Joshua did so.

JOSHUA VI. \ ]V[OW Jericho was straitly shut up because of

1-20. / 1^ the children of Israel: none went out, and
none came in.

2 And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into

thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men
of valour.

3 And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go
round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days.

4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets
of rams' horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city
seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets.

5 And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long
blast with the ram's horn, and when ye hear the sound of the

trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the

wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend

up every man straight before him.

6 And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said

unto them. Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven

priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns befoi'e the ark of the

Lord.

7 And he said unto the people. Pass on, and compass the

city, and let him that is armed pass on before the ark of the

Lord.
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8 And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the

people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of

rams' horns passed on before the Lord, and blew with the trum-

pets : and the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed them.

9 And the armed men went before the priests that blew with

the trumpets, and the rereward came after the ark, the priests

going on, and blowing with the trumpets.

10 And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, Ye shall

not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither shall any
word proceed out of your mouth, until th^ day I bid you shout;
then shall ye shout.

11 So the ark of the Lord compassed the city, going about

it once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp.

12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests

took up the ark of the Lord.

13 And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns

before the ark of the Lord went on continually, and blew with

the trumpets: and the armed men went before them; but the

rereward came after the ark of the Lord, the priests going on,

and blowing with the trumpets.

14 And the second day they compassed the city once, and

returned into the camp: so they did six days.

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose

early about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after

the same manner seven times : only on that day they compassed
the city seven times.

16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests

blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people. Shout; for

the Lord hath given you the city.

17 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are

therein, to the Lord : only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and

all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers
that we sent.

18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed

thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the ac-

cursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.

19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron,

are consecrated unto the Lord : they shall come into the treasury
of the Lord.

20 So the people shouted when the priests blew with the
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trumpets : and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound
of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that
the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city,

every man straight before him, and they took the city.

LESSON LVI.

JOSHUA RENEWS THE COVENANT BETWEEN
ISRAEL AND GOD.

JOSHUA
XXIV.|

A ND Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel

1-31. j lA. to Shechem, and called for the elders of

Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their

officers; and they presented themselves before God.

2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the Lord
God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood

.
in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father
of Nachor : and they served other gods.

3 And I took your father Abraham from the other side of
the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and
multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac.

4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau : and I gave unto
Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children went
down into Egypt.

5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, accord-

ing to that which I did among them: and afterward I brought
you out.

6 And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came
tinto the sea

;
and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with

•chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea.

7 And when they cried unto the Lord, he put darkness be-

tween you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon -them,
and covered them

;
and your eyes have seen what I have done in

Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season.

8 And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, which
dwelt on the other side Jordan

;
and they fought with you : and

I gave them into your hand, that ye might possess their land;
and I destroyed them from before you.

9 Then Balrk the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and
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warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of

Beer to curse you :

10 But I would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he
blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand.

11 And ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and

the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorites, and the

Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Gir-

gashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and I delivered them
into your hand.

12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out

from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; hut not

with thy sword, nor with thy bow.

13 And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour,

and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the vine-

yards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.

14 Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity
and in truth : and put away the gods which your fathers served

on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the

Lord.

15 And if it seem e^ol unto you to sei've the Lord, choose

you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your
fathers served that ivere on the other side of the flood, or the

gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell : but as for me and

my house, we will serve the Lord.

16 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we
should forsake the Lord, to serve other gods;

17 For the Lord our God, he it is that brought us up and
our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage,
and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in

all the way wherein we went, and among all the people through
whom we passed:

18 And the Lord drave out from before us all the people,
even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we
also serve the Lord; for he is our God.

19 And Joshua said unto the people. Ye cannot serve the

Lord: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not

forgive your transgressions nor your sins.

20 If ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods, then he
will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath
done you good.
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21 And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we -will serve

the Lord.

22 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against

yourselves that ye have chosen you the Lord, to serve him. And
they said, We are witnesses.

23 Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which
are among you, and incline your heart unto the Lord God of

Israel.

24 And the people said unto Joshua, The Lord our God will

we serve, and his voice will we obey.

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and
set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

26 And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of

God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak,
that was by the sanctuary of the Lord.

27 And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone

shall be a witness unto us; for it hath heard all the words of the

Lord which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a witness

unto you, lest ye deny your God.

28 So Joshua let the people depart, every man unto his in-

heritance.

29 And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the

son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being an hundred and
ten years old.

30 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in

Timnath-serah, which is in mount Ephraim, on the north side of

the hill of Gaash.

31 And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and
all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which had
known all the works of the Lord, that he had done for Israel.

LESSON LVIL

GIDEON APPOINTED TO DELIVER ISRAEL.

JUDGES
VI.]

A ND the children of Israel did evil in the sight
1-24. j IjL of the Lord: and the Lord delivered them

into the hand of Midian seven years.

2 And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: and be-
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cause of the MicHanites the children of Israel made them the

dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strong holds.

3 And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites

came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east, even

they came up against them
;

4 And they encamped against them, and destroyed the in-

crease of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no suste-

nance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.

5 For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and

they came as grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and
their camels were without number: and they entered into the

land to destroy it.

6 And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Mid-

ianites; and the children of Israel cried unto the Lord.

7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto

the Lord because of the Midianites,

8 That the Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel,

which said unto them. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I

brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the

house of bondage ;

9 And I delivei'ed you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drave them out

from before you, and gave you their land;

10 And I said unto you, I am the Lord your God; fear not

the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell : but ye have

not obeyed my voice.

11 And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an

oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-

ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to

hide it from the Midianites.

12 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said

unto him. The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.

13 And Gideon said unto him. Oh my Lord, if the Lord be

with us, why then is all this befallen us ? and where he all his

miracles which our fathers told us of, saying. Did not the Lord

bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us,

and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.

14 And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy
misrht. and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midian-

ites : have not I sent thee ]
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15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I
save Israel ? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am
the least in my father's house.

.
16 And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee,

and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.

17 And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy
sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest with me.

18 Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee,
and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he

said, I will tarry until thou come again.

19 And Gideon v/ent in, and made ready a kid, and un-

leavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a basket,
and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under
the oak, and presented it.

20 And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and
the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out
the broth. And he did so.

21 Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the stafi*

that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened

cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the

flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the Lord

departed out of his sight.

22 And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the

Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord God! for because I have seen

an angel of the Lord face to face.

23 And the Lord said unto him. Peace he unto thee; fear

not: thou shalt not die.

24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the I/Ord, and
called it Jehovah-shalom : unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of

the Abi-ezrites.

LESSON LVIII.

GIDEON'S VICTORY OVER THE JkQDIANITES.

JUDGES VII. 1 rpHEN Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the

1-22. / X people that were with him, rose up early, and

pitched beside the well of Harod : so that the host of the Mid-'

ianites were on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in

the valley.
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2 And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people that ai-e with
thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands,
lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand
hath saved me.

3 Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people,

saying. Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and de-

part early from mount Gilead. And there returned of the

people twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten thou-
sand.

4 And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people are yet too

many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for

thee thei-e : and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This
shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomso-
ever I say unto thee. This shall not go with thee, the same shall

not go.

5 So he brought down the people unto the water : and the
Lord said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water
with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself;
likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink.

6 And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand
to their mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of the

people bowed down upon'their knees to drink water.

7 And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three hundred
men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into

thine hand : and let all the other people go every man unto his

place.

8 So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trum-

pets: and he sent all the rest o/' Israel every man unto his tent,
and retained those three hundred men: and the host of Midian
was beneath him in the valley.

9 And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said
unto him. Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I have de-
livered it into thine hand.

10 But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy
servant down to the host ;

11 And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall
thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the host. Then
went he down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the
armed men that were in the host.

12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the chil-

dren of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for

8
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multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand

by the sea side for multitude.

13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man
that told a dream unto his fellow, and said. Behold, I dreamed a

dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of

Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and
overturned it, that the tent lay along.

14 And his fellow answered and said. This is nothing else

save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; for
into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host.

15 And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream,
and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned

into the host of Israel, and said. Arise; for the Lord hath de-

livered into your hand the host of Midian.

16 And he divided the three hundred men ivto three com-

panies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.

17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise:

and, behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be

that, as I do, so shall ye do.

18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me,
then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp and

say, I'he sioord of the Lord, and of Gideon.

19 ^o Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came
unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle

watch: and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew

the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.

20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake
the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the

trumpets in their right hands to blow toithal: and they cried.

The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.

21 And they stood every man in his place round about the

camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and fled.

22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lord
set every man's sword against his fellow, even throughout all the

host.
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LESSON LIX.

SAMSON AND THE PHILISTINES.

JUDGES XVI. \ ,4 ND it came to pass afterward, that he loved a

4-31. J A. woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name
was Delilah.

5 And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said

unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth^

and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may
bind him to afflict him : and we will give thee every one of us

eleven hundred pieces of silver.

6 And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein

thy great strength lieth, and Avherewith thou mightest be bound
to afflict thee.

7 And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with seven

green withs that were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be

as another man.

8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven

green withs which had not been dried, and she bound him with

them.

9 Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the

chamber. And she said unto him. The Philistines he upon thee,

Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is broken

when it toucheth the tire. So his strength was not known.

10 And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked

me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou

mightest be bound.

11 And he said unto her. If they bind me fast with new

ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be

as another man.

12 Delilah therefore took new rope?, and bound him there-

with, and said unto him, The Philistines he upon thee, Samson.
And there were Hers in wait abiding in the chamber. And he
brake them from off his arms like a thread.

13 And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked

me, and told me lies : tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound.

And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of my
head with the web.

14 And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him. The
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Philistines he upon thee, Samson. And he awaked out of his

sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and with the
web.

15 And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee,
when thine heart is not with me 1 thou hast mocked me these

three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength
lieth.

16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her

words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death;

17 That he told her all his heart, and said unto her. There
hath not come a razor upon mine head

;
for I have been a Nazarite

unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my
strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like

any other man.

18 And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart,
she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying. Come
up this once, for he hath showed me all his heart. Then the
lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in

their hand.

19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called

for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his

head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from
him.

20 And she said. The Philistines he upon thee, Samson. And
he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other

times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the Lord
was departed from him.

21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and

brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass;
and he did grind in the prison house.

22 Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after

he was shaven.

23 Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together
for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice:
for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into

our hand.

24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god:
for they said. Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy,
and tlie destroyer of our country, which slew many of us.

25 And it come to pass, when their hearts were merry, that

they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 101

they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made
them sport: and they set him between the pillars.

26 And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand,
Suflfer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house

standeth, that I may lean upon them.

27 Now the house was full of men and women; and all the
lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof

about three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson
made sport.

28 And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, O Lord God,
remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only
this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philis-

tines for my two eyes.

29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon
which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one
with his right hand, and of the other with his left.

30 And Samson said. Let me die with the Philistines. And
he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon
the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead
which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in

his life.

31 Then his brethren and all the house of his father came
down, and took him, and brought him up, and buried him be-

tween Zorah and Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah his

father. And he judged Israel twenty years.

LESSON LX.

THE CALL OF SAMUEL.

1 SAMUEL lll.\ A ND the child Samuel ministered unto the

/ Xl Lord before Eli. And the word of the
Lord was precious in those days; there was no open vision.

2 And it came to pass at that time, when Eli tvas laid down
in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see;

3 And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the

Lord, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to

sleep ;

4 That the Lord called Samuel : an^ he answered. Here am L
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5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I
;
for thou calledst

me. And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went
and lay down.

6 And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose

and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me.

And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again.

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the

word of the Lord yet revealed unto him.

8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And
he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst

call me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child.

9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall

be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say. Speak, Lord
;
for thy ser-

vant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10 And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other

times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy
servant heareth.

1 1 And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in

Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall

tingle.

12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I
have spoken concerning his house : when I begin, I will also

make an end.

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for

the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves

vile, and he restrained them not.

14- And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that
the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor

offering for ever.

15 And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors
of the house of the Lord. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the
vision.

16 Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And
he answei-ed. Here am I.

17 And he said, What is the thing that the Lord hath said

unto thee 1 I pray thee hide it not from uie: God do so to thee,
and more also, if thou hide any thing from me of all the things
that he said unto thee.

18 And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from
him. And he said, It is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him
ijood.
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19 And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did

let none of his words fall to the ground.

20 And all Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew that

Samuel was established to he a prophet of the Lord.

21 And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh: for the Lord
revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord.

LESSON LXL

THE ARK TAJ^EN—DEATH OF ELI.

1 SAMUEL IV. \ A ND the word of Samuel came to all Israel.

1-18. / iX Now Israel went out against the Philis-

tines to battle, and pitched beside Eben-ezer: and the Philistines

pitched in Aphek.
2 And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel :

and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten before the Philis-

tines : and they slew of the army in the field about four thousand
men.

3 And when the people were come into the camp, the elders

of Israel said, Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us to-day before

the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the

Lord out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it

may save us out of the hand of our enemies.

4 So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from
thence the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth
between the cherubims: and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and

Phinehas, imre there with the ark of the covenant of God.

5 And when the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into

the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that the earth

rang again.

6 And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they
said, What meanetli the noise of this great shout in the camp of

the Hebrews? And they understood that the ark of the Lord
was come into the camp.

7 And the Philistines were afraid, for they said, God is come
into the camp. And they said. Woe unto us! for there hath not
been such a thing heretofore.

8 Woe unto us ! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these
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mighty Gods 1 these are. the Gods that smote the Egyptians with
all the plagues in the wilderness.

9 Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, ye Philistines,
that ye be not servants unto the Hebiews, as they have been to

you : quit yourselves like men, and fight.

10 And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and

they fled every man into his tent: and there was a very great

slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen.

11 And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli,

Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.

12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and with
earth upon his head.

13 And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside
watching; for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when
the man came into the city, and told it, all the city cried out.

14 And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, "What
meaneth the noise of this tumult 1 A nd the man came in hastily,
and told Eli.

15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were

dim, that he could not see.

16 And the man said unto Eli, I am he that came out of the

army, and I fled to day out of the array. And he said. What is

there done, my son ?

17 And the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled before

the Philistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among
the people, and thy two sons also, Plophni and Phinehas, are

dead, and the ark of God is taken.

18 And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark
of God, that he fell from off the seat backward by the side of

the gate, and his neck l)rake, and he died: for he was an old man,
and heavy. And he had judged Isi-ael forty years.

LESSON LXII.

SAMUEL'S CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE.

1 SAMUEL XII.
'I

A ND Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I

/ 11. have hearkened unto your voice in all that

ye said unto me, and have made a king over you.
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2 And now, behold, the king walketh before you: and I am
old and grayheaded; and, behold, my sons are with you: and I

have walked before you from my childhood unto this day.

3 Behold, here I am: witness against me before the Lord,
and before his anointed : whose ox have I taken ? or whose ass

have I taken ? or whom have I defrauded % whom have I oppressed ?

or of whose hand have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes
therewith % and I will restore it you.

4 And they said. Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed

us, neither hast thou taken ought of any man's hand.

5 And he said unto them, The Lord is witness against you,
and his anointed is witness this day, that ye have not found

ought in my hand. And they answei'ed. He is witness.

6 And Samuel said unto the people. It is the Lord that

advanced Moses and Aaron, and that brought your fathers up
out of the land of Egypt.

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you be-

fore the Lord of all the righteous acts of the Lord, which he did

to you and to your fathers.

8 When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers cried

unto the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, which

brought forth your fathers out of Egypt, and made them dwell

in this place.

9 And when they forgat the Lord their God, he sold them
into the hand of Sisera, captain of the host of Hazor, and into

the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of

Moab, and they fought against them.

10 And they cried unto the Lord, and said, We have sinned,

because we have forsaken the Lord, and have served Baalim and

Ashtaroth : but now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies,
and we will serve thee.

11 And the Lord sent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah,
and Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies

on every side, and ye dwelled safe.

1 2 And when ye saw that Nahash the king of the children of

Ammon came against you, ye said unto me. Nay; but a king
shall reign over us: when the Lord your God was your king.

13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and
whom ye have desired! and, behold, the Lord hath set a king
over you.

14 If ye will fear the Lord, and serve him, and obey his
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voice, and not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then
shall both ye and also the king that reigneth over you continue

following the Lord your God :

15 But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel

against the coinmandment of the Lord, then shall the hand of

the Lord be against you, as it was against your fathers.

16 Now therefore stand and see this great thing, which the
Lord will do before your eyes.

n Is it not wheat harvest to day ? I will call unto the Lord,
and he shall send thundor and rain; that ye may perceive and see

that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of

the Lord, in asking you a king.

18 So Samuel called unto the Lord; and the Lord sent thun-
der and rain that day; and all the people greatly feared the Lord
and Samuel.

19 And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants

unto the Lord thy God, that we die not: for we have added
unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.

20 And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have done
all this wickedness : yet turn not aside from following the Lord,
but serve the Lord with all your heart;

21 And turn ye not aside: for then should ye go after vain

things, which cannot profit nor deliver, for they are vain.

22 For the Lord will not forsake his people for his great
name's sake: because it hath pleased the Lord to make you his

people.

23 Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against
the Lord in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the

good and the right way:
24 Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your

heart: for consider how great things he hath done for you.

25 But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed,
both ye and your king.

LESSON LXIII.

DAVID ANOINTED KING.

1 SAMUEL XVI. "1 { ND the Lord said unto Samuel, How long
wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeinjr I have}A' o

rejected him from reigning over Israel ? fill thine horn with oil.
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and CO, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth-lehemite : for I have

provided me a king among his sons.

2 And Samuel said, How can I go ? if Saul hear it, he will

kill me. And the Lord said, Take an heifer with thee, and say,

I am come to sacrifice to the Lord.

3 And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what
thou shalt do : and thou shalt anoint unto me Jiim whom I name
unto thee.

4 And Samuel did that which the Lord spake, and came to

Beth-lehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming,
and said, Comest thou peaceably ?

5 And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the

Lord: sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.

And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the

sacrifice.

6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked

on Eliab, and said. Surely the Lord's anointed is before him.

7 But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his counte-

nance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused

him : for the LORD seeth not as man seeth
;
for man looketh on

the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before

Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the Lord chosen this.

9 Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he'said, Nei-

ther hath the Lord chosen this.

10 Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel.

And Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lord hath not chosen these.

11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children?

And he said. There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he

keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch

him : for we will not sit down till he come hither.

12 And he sent, and brought him in. JSTow he was ruddy,
and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to.

And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him : for this is he.

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in

the midst of his brethren : and the Spirit of the Lord came upon
David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to

Ramah.

14 But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an
evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.
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15 And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil

spirit from God troubleth thee.

16 Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before

thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an harp : and
it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee,
that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well.

17 And Saul said unto his servants. Provide me now a man
that can play well, and bring him to me.

18 Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I

have seen a son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite, that is cunning in

playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and pru-
dent in matters, and a comely person, and the Lord is with him.

1 9 Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said. Send
me David thy son, which is with the sheep.

20 And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of

wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son unto Saul.

21 And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he

loved him greatly; and he became his armour-bearer.

22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying. Let David, I pray thee,

stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight.

23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was

upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand :

so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed
from him:

LESSON LXIV.

GOLIATH DEFIES ISRAEL.

1 SAMUEL XVII. 1 "VrOW the Philistines gathered together their

1-27. / li armies to battle, and were gathered to-

gether at Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, and pitched be-

tween Shochoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim.

2 And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together,
and pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in array
against the Philistines.

3 And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side,
and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side : and there was
a valley between them.

4 And there went out a champion out of the camp of the
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Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits

and a span.

5 And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he was^

armed with a coat of mail; and the weight of the coat was five-

thousand shekels of brass.

6 And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of
brass between his shoulders.

7 And the staff of hi.s spear was like a weaver's beam
;
and

his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and one

bearing a shield went before him.

8 And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said

unto them, Why are ye come out to set your battle in array 1 am
not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul % choose you a man for

you, and let him come down to me,

9 If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we
be your servants : but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then
shall ye be our servants, and serve us.

10 And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this

day; give me a man, that we may tight together.

11 When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philis-

tine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.

12 Now David loas the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem-

judah, whose name was Jesse; and he had eight sons: and the

man went among men /br an old man in the days of Saul.

13 And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul

to the battle: and the names of his three sons that went to th©^

battle toere Eliab the firstborn, and next unto him Abinadab,
and the third Shammah.

14 And David was the youngest: and the three eldest fol-

lowed Saul

15 But David went and returned from Saul to feed his father'a

sheep at Bethlehem.

16 And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and

presented himself forty days.

17 And Jesse said unto David his son. Take now for thy
brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and these ten loaves,,

and run to the camp to thy brethren
;

18 And carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thou-

sand, and look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge.



110 SCRIPTURE READINGS.

19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the

valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.

20 And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep
with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him;
and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the

fight, and shouted for the battle.

21 For Israel and the Philistinos had put the battle in array,

army against army.

22 And David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of

the carriage, and ran into the army, and came and saluted his

brethren.

23 And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the

champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the

armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the same words:

and David heard them.

24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled

from him, and were sore afraid.

25 And the men of Israel said. Have ye seen this man that

is come up? surely to defy Israel is he come up: and it shall

be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with

great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his father's

house free in Israel.

26 And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying,
"What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and

taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircum-

cised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?

27 And the people answered him after this manner, saying.
So shall it be done to the man that killeth him.

LESSON LXV.

DAVID OVERCOMES GOLIATH.

1 SAMUEL
XVII.]

A ND Eliab his eldest brother heard when
28-54. J XjL he spake unto the men

;
and Eliab's

anger was kindled against David, and he said. Why camest thou

down hither? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in

the wilderness? I know thy pride and the naughtiness of thine

heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle.
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29 And David said, What have I now done? Is there not a
cause 1

30 And he turned from him toward another, and spake after
the same manner: and tlie people answered him again after the
former manner.

31 And wlien the words were heard which David spake, they
rehearsed litem before Saul: and he sent for him.

32 And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because
of him

; thy servant will go and light with this Philistine.

33 And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against
this Philistine to light with him : for thou art hut a youth, and
he a man of war from his youth.

34 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's

sheep, and there came a lion, and a beax', and took a lamb out of
the flock:

35 And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered
it out of his mouth : and when he arose against me, I caught him
by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.

36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this

uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath
defied the armies of the livino; God.

37 David said moreover. The Lord that delivered me out of
the paw of the . lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will

deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said
unto David, Go, and the Lord be with thee.

38 And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an
helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of
mail.

39 And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he

assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto
Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And
David put them off him.

40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five

smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's
bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand:
and he drew near to the Philistine.

41 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David;
and the man that bare the shield went before him.

42 And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he
disdained him : foi- he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair

countenance.
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43 And the Philistine said unto David, Ami & dog, tliat thou
comest to me with staves 1 And the Philistine cursed David by
his gods.

44 And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will

gir« thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the

field.

45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me
with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield : but I come to

thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of

Israel, whom thou hast defied.

46 This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and
I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee

;
and I will give

the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the

fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the

earth may know that there is a God in Israel.

47 And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth

not with sword and spear: for the battle is the Lord's, and he
will give you into our hands.

48 And it came to pass when the Philistine arose, and came
and drew nigh to meet David, that David hastened, and ran

towai'd the army to meet the Philistine.

49 And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a

stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that

the stone sunk into his forehead
;
and he fell upon his face to the

earth.

50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and
with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there

was no sword in the hand of David.

51 Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and
took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew

him, and cut ofi" his head therewith. And when the Philistines

saw their champion was dead, they fled.

52 And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted,
and pursued the Philistines, until thou come to the valley, and to

the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell

down by the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron.

53 And the children of Israel returned from chasing after

the Philistines, and they sjDoiled their tents.

54 And David took the head of the Philistine, and brought
it to Jerusalem

;
but he put his armour in his tent.
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LESSON LXVI.

DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN.

1 SAMUEL XXXI.) VrOW the Philistines fought against Israel :

/ 1^1 and the men of Israel fled from Ijefore

the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gilboa.

2 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his

sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and

Melchi-shua, Saul's sons.

3 And the battle went sore against' Saul, and the archers hit

him; and he was soi'e wounded of the archers.

4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword,
and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come
and thrust me through, and abuse me But his armourbearer
would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword,
and fell upon it.

5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell

likewise upon his sword, and died with him.

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armoui'bearer, and
all his men, that same day together.

7 And when the men of Israel that were on the other side

of the valley, and they that rcere on the other side Jordan, saw
that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead,

they forsook" the cities, and fled; and the Philistines came and
dwelt in them.

8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines

came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons

fallen in mount Gilboa.

9 And they cut off his head, and stripped ofi" his armour, and
sent into the land of the Philistines round about, to publish it in
the house of their idols, and among the people.

10 And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth: and

they fastened his body to the wall of Beth shan.

1 1 And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that

which the Philistines had done to Saul;

12 All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took
the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of

Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there.

9
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13 And they took their bones, and buried them under a tree

at Jabesh, and fasted seven days.

2 SAMUEL I. \ 4 ND David lamented with this lamentation
17-27. / l\. over Saul and over Jonathan his son:

18 (Also he bade them teach the children of Judah the use

of the bow: behold, it is written in the book of Jasher.)

19 The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how
are the mighty fallen !

20 Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Aske-

lon; lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters
of the uncircumcised triumph.

21 Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there he no dew, neither let

there he rain, upon you, nor fields of otfei ings : for there the shield

of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as though he

had not been anointed with oil.

22 From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty,
the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul

returned not empty.

23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives,

and in their death they were not divided : they were swifter than

eagles, they were stronger than lions.

24 Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you
in scai'let, with other delights, who put on ornaments of gold

upon your apparel.

25 How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! O
Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places.

26 I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very

pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful,

passing the love of women.

27 How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war per-

ished I

LESSON LXVII.

GOD'S PROMISE TO DAVID.

1 CHRONICLES XVM.\ "\rOW it came to pass, as David sat in

/ \}{ his house, that David said to Nathan
the prophet, Lo, I dwell in an house of cedars, but the ark of

the covenant of the Lord remaineth ujider curtains.
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2 Then ISTathan said unto David, Do all that is in thine

heart; for God is with thee.

3 And it came to pass the same night, that the word of God
came to Nathan, saying,

4 Go and tell David my servant, Thus saith the Lord, Thou
shalt not build me an house to dwell in :

5 For I have not dwelt in an house since the day that I

brought up Israel unto this day ;
but have gone from tent to tent,

and from one taljernacle to another.

6 Wheresoever I have walked with all Israel, spake I a word
to any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my
people, saying, Why have ye not built me an house of cedars %

7 Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my servant David,
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote,
even from following the sheep, that thou shouldest be ruler over

my people Israel:

8 And I have been with thee whithersoever thou hast walked,
and have cut off all thine enemies from before thee, and have
made thee a name like the name of the great men that are in the

earth.

9 Also I will ordain a place for my people Israel, and will

plant them, and they shall dwell in their place, and shall be
moved no more; neither shall the children of wickedness waste
them any more, as at the beginning,

10 And since the time that I commanded judges to he over

my people Israel. Moreover I will subdue all thine enemies.

Furthermore I tell thee that the Lord will build thee an house.

11 And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that

thou must go to be with thy fathers, that I will raise up tliy seed

after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will establish his

kingdom.
12 He shall build me an house, and I will stablish his throne

for ever.

13 I will be his father, and he shall be my son: and I will

not take my mercy away from him, as I took it from hiyn that

was before thee:

14 But I will settle him in mine house and in my kingdom
for ever: and his throne shall be established for evermore.

15 According to all these words, and according to all this

vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.
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16 And David the king came and sat before the Lord, and

said, Who am I, O Lord God, and what is mine house, that thou

hast brought me hitherto ?

17 And yet this was a small thing in thine eyes, O God
;
for

thou hast also spoken of thy servant's house for a great while to

come, -and hast regarded me according to the estate of a man of

high degree, O Lord God.

18 What can David speak more to thee for the honour of thy
servant ? for thou knowest thy servant.

19 Lord, for thy servant's sake, and according to thine own

heart, hast thou done all this greatness, in making known all

these great things.

20 O Lord, there is none like thee, neither is there any God
beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears.

21 And what one nation in the earth is like thy people Israel,

whom God went to i^edeem to he his own people, to make thee a

name of greatness and terribleness, by driving out nations from
before thy people, whom thou hast redeemed out of Egypt ?

' 22 For thy people Israel didst thou make thine own people
for ever; and thou. Lord, becamest their God.

23 Therefore now, Lord, let the thing tliat thou hast spoken

concerning thy servant and concerning his house be established

for ever, and do as thou hast said.

24 Let it even be established, that thy name may be magnified
for evex', saying, The Lord of hosts is the God of Israel, even a

God to Israel: and let the house of David thy servant he estab-

lished before thee.

25 For thou, O my God, hast told thy servant that thou wilt

build him an house : therefore thy servant hath found in his heart

to pray before thee.

26 And now, Lord, thou art God, and hast promised this

goodness unto thy servant:

27 Now therefore let it please thee to bless the house of thy
servant, that it may be before thee for ever: for thou blfessest, O
Lord, and it shall he blessed for ever.
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LESSON LXVIII.

DAVID'S CHARGE TO SOLOMOlSr.

1 CHRONICLES XXVI!I.\ A ND David assembled all the princes

/ jCjL of Israel, the princes of the tribes,

and the captains of the companies that ministered to the king by
course, and the captains over the thousands, and captains over
the hundreds, and the stewards over all the substance and pos-
session of the king, and of his sons, with the officers, and with
the mighty men, and with all the valiant men, unto Jerusalem.

2 Then David the king stood up upon his feet, and said,
Hear me, my brethren, and my people: Asfor me, I had in mine
heart to build an house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the

Lord, and for the footstool of our God, and had made ready for

the building:

3 But God said unto me. Thou shalt not build an house for

my name, because thou hast been a man of war, and hast shed
blood.

4 Howbeit the Lord God of Israel chose me before all the
house of my father to be king over Israel for ever: for he hath
chosen Judah to he the ruler; and of the house of Judah, the
house of my father; and among the sons of my father he liked

me to make me king over all Israel:

5 And of all my sons, (for the Lord hath given me many
sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of

the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.

6 And he said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall build my
house and my courts: for I have chosen him to he my son, and I
will be his father.

7 Moreover I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he be
constant to do my commandments and my judgments, as at this

day.

8 Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the congregation of

the Lord, and in the audience of our God, keep and seek for all

the commandments of the Lord your God : that ye may possess
this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for your children

after you for ever.

9 And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy
father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing
mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all
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the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be
found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for

ever.

10 Take heed now; for the Lord hath chosen thee to build

an house for the sanctuary : be sti'ong, and do it.

11 Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the

porch, and of the houses thereof, and of the treasuries thereof,
and of the upper chambers thereof, and of the inner parlours
thereof, and of the place of the mercy seat,

12 And the pattern of all that he had by the spii'it, of the

courts of the house of the Lord, and of all the chambers round

about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries

of the dedicated things:

13 Also for the courses of the priests and the Levites, and
for all the work of the service of the house of the Lord, and for

all the vessels of service in the house of the Lord.

14 He gave of gold by weight for things of gold, for all instru-

ments of all manner of service; silver also for all instruments of

silver by weight, for all instruments of every kind of service:

15 Even the weight for the candlesticks of gold, and for

their lamps of gold, by weight for every candlestick, and for the

lamps th.ereof : and for the candlesticks of silver by weight, both

for the candlestick, and also for the lamps thereof, according to

the use of every candlestick.

16 And by weight he gave gold for the tables of shewbread,
for every table; and likewise silver for the tables of silver:

17 Also pure gold for the fleshhooks, and the bowls, and the

cups: and for the golden basons he gave gold by weight for every
bason; and likewise silver by weight for every bason of silver:

18 And for the altar of incense refined gold by weight; and

gold for the pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, that spread
out their wings, and covered the ark of the covenant of the

Lord.

19 All this, said David, the Lord made me understand in

writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern.

20 And David said to Solomon his son. Be strong and of good

courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: for the Lord God,
even my God, will he with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake

thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the

house of the Lord.

21 And, behold, the courses of the priests and the Levites,
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even they shall be tvith thee for all the service of the house of God :

and there shall be with thee for all manner of workmanship every

willing skilful man, for any manner of service : also the princes
and all the people will be wholly at thy commandment.

LESSON LXIX.

DAVID'S PREPARATION FOR BUILDING THE TEMPLE.

1 CHRONICLES XXIX.\ TT^URTHERMORE David the king said

1-19. / J unto all the congregation, Solomon

my son, whom alone God hath chosen, is yet young and tender,

and the work is great: for the palace is not for man, but for the

Lord God.

2 Now I have prepared with all my might for the house of

my God the gold for things to be made of gold, and the silver for

things of silver, and the brass for things of brass, the iron for

things of iron, and wood for things of wood; onyx stones, and

stones to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all

manner of precious stones, and marble stones in abundance.

3 Moreover, because I have set my affection to the house of

my God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold and silver,

which I have given to the house of my God, over and above all

that I have prepared for the holy house,

4 Bven three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir,
and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls

of the houses withal:

5 The gold for things of gold, and the silver for things of

silver, and for all manner of work to be made by the hands of

artificers. And who then is willing to consecrate his service this

day unto the Lord?

6 Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the tribes of

Israel, and tlie captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the

rulers of the king's work, offered willingly,

7 And gave for the service of the house of God of gold five

thousand talents and ten thousand drams, and of silver ten

thousand talents, and of brass eighteen thousand talents, and

one hundred thousand talents of iron.

8 And they with whom precious stones were found gave the^n
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to the treasure of the house of the Loed, by the hand of Jehiel

the Gershonite.

9 Then the people rejoiced, for that tliey offered willingly,
because with perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord:
and David the king also rejoiced with great joy.

10 Wherefore David blessed the Lord before all the congre-

gation: and David said, Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel our

father, for ever and ever.

11 Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and tlie

glory, and the victory, and the majesty : for all that is in the

heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord,
and thou art exalted as head above all.

12 Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest
over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine

hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all.

13 Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy

glorious name.

14 But who aia I, and what is my people, that we should be

able to offer so willingly after this soi't? for all things come of

thee, and of thine own have we given thee.

15 For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were

all our fathers : our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there

is none abiding.

16 O Lord our God, all this store that we have prepared to

build thee an house for thine holy name cometh of thine hand,
and is all thine own.

17 1 know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast

pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of mine
heart I have willingly offered all these things: and now have T

seen with joy thy people, which are present here, to offer will-

ingly unto thee.

18 Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fsthers,

keep this for ever in the imagination of tlie thoughts of the heart

of thy people, and prepare their heart unto thee:

19 And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep

thy commandments, thy teiitiinonies, and thy statutes, and to do
all these things, and to build the palace, for the which I have

made provision.
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LESSON LXX.

SOLOMON'S CHOICE OF WISDOM.

1 KINGS lll.\ TN Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a

5-28. J Jl dream by night: and God said, Ask what I

shall give thee.

6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant

David my father great mercy, according as he walked befoi-e thee

in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with

thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou

hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

7 And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant

king instead of David my father : and I am hut a little child : I

know not how to go out or come in.

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou

hast chosen, a great people that cannot be numbered nor counted

for multitude.

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge

thy people, that I may discern between good and bad : for who
is aljle to judge this thy so great a people ?

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked

this thing.

11 And God said unto him. Because thou hast asked this

thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neitlier hast

asked riches for thyself, or hast asked the life of thine enemies;
but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment;

12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have

given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was
none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like

unto thee.

13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not

asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any
among the kings like unto thee all thy days.

14 And if tlion wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes

and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will

lengthen thy days.

15 And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. And
he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant
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of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace
offerings, and made a feast to all his servants.

16 Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the

king, and stood before him.

17 And the one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman
dwell in the one house; and I was delivered of a child with her
in the house.

18 And it came to pass the third day after that I was

delivered, that this woman was delivered also: and we were

together; there was no stranger with us in the house, save we
two in the house.

19 And this woman's child died in the night; because she

overlaid it.

20 And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside

me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and
laid her dead child in my bosom.

21 And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck,

behold, it was dead: but when I had considered it in the morn-

ing, behold, it was not my son, which 1 did bear.

22 And the other woman said. Nay; but the living is my
son, and the dead is thy son. And this said, No; but the dead

is thy son, and the living is my son. Thus they spake before

the king.

23 Then said the king, The one saith. This is my son that

liveth, and thy son is the dead: and the other saith. Nay; but

thy son is the dead, and my son is the living.

24 And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought
a sword before the king.

25 And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and

give half to the one, and half to the other.

26 Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto

the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O
my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But
the other said. Let it be neither mine nor thine, hut divide it.

27 Then the king answered and said. Give her the living

child, and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof.

28 And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had

judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom
of God was in him, to do judgment.
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LESSON LXXI.

SOLOMON'S PREPARATION FOR BUILDING THE TEMPLE.

I KINGS V.\ A ND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto

/ iJL Solomon; for he had heard that they had
anointed him king in the room of his father: for Hiram was
ever a lover of David.

2 And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,

3 Thou knowest how that David my father could not build

an house unto the name of the Lord his God for the wars which
were about him on every side, until the Lord put them under
the soles of his feet.

4 But now the Lord my God hath given me rest on every
side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent.

5 And, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name of

the Lord my God, as the Lord spake unto David my father,

saying. Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy room, he
shall build an house unto my name.

6 Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees

out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy servants:

and unto thee will I give hire for thy servants according to all

that thou shalt appoint : for thou knowest that tliere is not among
us any that can skill to hew timber like unto the Sidonians.

7 And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of Solo-

mon, tliat he rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed he the Lord this

day, which hath given unto David a wise son over this great

people.

8 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have considered the

things which thou sentest to me for : and I will do all thy desire

concerning timber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir.

9 My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon unto the

sea: and I will convey them by sea in floats unto the place that

thou shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be discharged
there, and thou shalt receive them: and thou shalt accomplish
my desire, in giving food for my household.

10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees according
to all his desire.

11 And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand measures of
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wheat for food to liis household, and twenty measures of pure
oil: thus gave Solomon to Hiram year by year.

12 And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him:
and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon

;
and they two

made a league together.

13 And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; and the

levy was thirty thousand men.

14 And he sent them to. Lebanon, ten thousand a month by
courses: a month they were in Lebanon, and two months at

home: and Adoniram was over the levy.

15 And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that bare

burdens, and fourscore thousand hewers in the mountains;
16 Beside the chief of Solomon's officers which were over the

work, three thousand and three hundred, which ruled over tlie

people that wrought in the work.

17 And the king commanded, and they brought great stones,

-costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the

house.

18 And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders did hew
them, and the stonesquarers : so they prepared timber and stones

to build the house.

LESSON LXXII.

SOLOMON'S PRAYER AT THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE.

2 CHRONICLES Vl.l^rrHEN
said Solomon, The Lord hath

1-21. y JL said that he would dwell in the thick

darkness.

2 But I have built an house of habitation for thee, and a

place for thy dwelling for ever.

3 And the king turned his face, and blessed the whole con-

gregation of Israel : and all the congregation of Israel stood.

4 And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who hath
with his hands fulfilled that which he spake with his mouth to

my father David, saying,

5 Since the day that I brought forth my people out of the

land of Egypt I chose no city among all the tribes of Israel to

build an house in, that my name might be there; neither chose I

any man to be a ruler over my people Israel :
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6 But I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might be there;
and have chosen David to be over my people Israel.

7 Now it was in the heart of David my father to build an
house for the name of the Lord God of Israel.

8 But the Lord said to David my father, Forasmuch as it

was in thine heart to build an house for my name, thou didst

well in that it was in thine heart :

9 Notwithstanding thou shalt not build the house; but thy
son which shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the

house for my name.

10 The Lord therefore hath performed his word that he hath

spoken: for I am risen up in the room of David my father, and
am set on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have
built the house for the name of the Lord God of Israel.

1 1 And in it have I put the ark, wherein is the covenant of

the Lord, that he made with the children of Israel.

1 2 And he stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence
of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands :

13 For Solomon had made a brasen scaffold, of five cubits

long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits high, and had set it

in the midst of the court: and upon it he stood, and kneeled

down upon his knees before all the congregation of Israel, and

spread forth his hands toward heaven,

1 i And said, O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee

in the heaven, nor in the earth; which keepest covenant, and
shewest mercy unto thy servants, that walk before thee with all

their hearts :

15 Thou which hast kept with thy servant David my father

that which thou hast promised him
;
and spakest with thy mouth,

and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this day.

16 Novv therefore, O Lord God of Israel, keep with thy ser-

vant David my father that which thou hast promised him, say-

ing. There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit upon the-

throne of Israel: yet so that thy children take heed to their way
to walk in my law, as thou hast walked before me.

17 Now then, O Lord God of Israel, let thy word be verified,

which thou hast spoken unto thy servant David.

18 But will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth?

behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee;
how much less this house which I have built!
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19 Have respect therefore to the prayer of thy servant, and
to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry
and the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee:

20 That thine eyes may be open upon this house day and

night, upon the place whereof thou hast said that thou wouldest

put thy name there; to hearken unto the prayer which thy ser-

vant prayeth toward this place.

21 Hearken therefore unto the supplications of thy servant,
and of thy people Isi-ael, which they shall make toward this

place: hear thou from thy dwelling place, even from heaven;
and when thou hearest, forgive.

LESSON LXXIII.

SOLOMON'S VViAYY.'R..—[Continued.)

2 CHRONICLES VI. \ TF a man sin against his neighbour, and
22-42. / X an oath be laid upon him to make him

swear, and the oath come before thine altar in this house;

23 Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge thy ser-

vants, by requiting the Avicked, by recompensing his way upon
his own head; and by justifying the righteous, by giving him

according to his righteousness.

24 And if thy people Israel be put to the worse before the

enemy, because they have sinned against thee; and shall return

and confess thy name, and pray and make supplication before

thee in this house;

25 Then hear thou from the heavens, and forgive the sin of

thy people Israel, and bi'ing them again unto the land which
thou cavest to them and to their fathers.

26 When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because

they have sinned against thee; yet if they pray toward this place,
and confess thy name, and turn from their sin, when thou dost

afflict tilem;
27 Then hoar thou from heaven, and forgive the sin of thy

servants, and of thy people Israel, wjien thou hast taught them
the good way, wherein they should walk; and send rain upon
thy land, which thou hast given unto thy people for an inherit-

ance.

28 If there be dearth in the land, if there be pestilence, if
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there be blasting, or mildew, locusts, or caterpillars ;
if their

enemies besiege them in the cities of their land; whatsoever sore

or whatsoever sickness there be:

29 Then what prayer or what supplication soever shall be

made of any man, or of all thy people Israel, when every one

shall know his own sore and his own grief, and shall spread forth

his hands in this house :

30 Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling place, and for-

give, and render unto every man according unto all his ways,
whose heart thou knowest; (for thou only knowest the hearts of

the children of men
:)

31 That they may fear thee, to walk in thy ways, so long as

they live in the land which thou gavest unto our fathers.

32 Moreover concerning the stranger, which is not of thy

people Israel, but is come from a far country for thy great name's

sake, and thy mighty hand, and thy stretched out arm
;

if they
come and pray in this house;

33 Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling

place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth to thee

for; that all people of the earth may know thy name, and fear

thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may know that this house

which I have built is called by thy name.

34 If thy people go out to war against their enemies by the

way that thou shalt send them, and they pray unto thee toward

this city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have

built for thy name;
35 Then hear thou from the heavens their prayer and their

supplication, and maintain their cause.

36 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man which sinneth

not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them over before

their enemies, and they carry them away captives unto a land far

off or near;

37 Yet if they bethink themselves in the land whither they
are carried captive, and turn and pray unto thee in the land of

their captivity, saying. We have sinned, we have done amiss, and
have dealt wickedly ;

38 If they return to thee with all their heart and with all

their soul in the land of their captivity, whither they have carried

them captives, and pray toward their land, which thou gavest
unto their fathers, and toward the city which thou hast chosen,
and toward the house which I have built for thy name:
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39 Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling

place, their prayer and their supplications, and maintain their

cause, and forgive thy people which have sinned against thee.

40 Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes be open, and
and let thine ears he attent unto the prayer that is made in thi&

place.

41 Now therefore arise, O Lord God, into thy resting place,

thou, and the ark of thy strength : let thy priests, O Lord God,
be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints rejoice in goodness.

42 O Lord God, turn not away the face of thine anointed:

remember the mercies of David thy servant.

2 CHRONICLES VII. I XfOW when Solomon had made an end

1-3. I 1 1 of praying, the fire came down from

heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and
the glory of the Lord filled the house.

2 And the priests could not enter into the house of the Lokd^
because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's house.

- 3 And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came

down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, they bowed
themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement,
and worshipped, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is good;
for his mercy endxvreth for ever.

LESSON LXXIV.

THE KINGDOM DIVIDED.

2 CHRONICLES X.\ A ND Rehoboam went to Shechem: for to

/ XA- Shechem were all Israel come to make
him king,

2 And it came to pass, wlien Jei'oboam the son of Nebat, who
tvas in Egypt, whither he had fled from the presence of Solomon
the king, heard it, that Jeroboam returned out of Egypt.

3 And they sent and called him. So Jeroboam and all Israel

came and spake to Rehoboam, saying,

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore ease

thou somewhat the grievous servitude of thy father, and his

heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we will serve thee.
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5 And he said unto them, Come again unto me after three

days. And the people departed.

6 And king Rehoboam took counsel with the old men that had
stood before Solomon his father while he yet lived, saying, What
counsel give ye me to return answer to this people?

7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou be kind to this

people, and please them, and speak good words to them, they will

be thy servants for ever.

8 But he forsook the counsel which the old men gave him,
and took counsel with the young men that were brought up with

him, that stood before him.

9 And he said unto them, What advice give ye that we may
return ans%ver to this people, which have spoken to me, saying,
Ease somewhat the yoke that thy father did put upon us?

10 And the young men that were brought up with him spake
unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou answer the people that spake
unto thee, saying. Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make
thou it somewhat lighter for us

;
thus shalt thou say unto them,

My little ^n^rer shall be thicker than my father's loins.

11 For whereas my father put a heavy yoke upon you, I

will put more to your yoke: my father chastised you with whips,
but I ivill chastise you with scorpions.

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the

third day, as the king bade, saying, Come again to me on the

third day.

13 And the king answered them roughly; and king Reho-
boam forsook the counsels of the old men,

14 And answered them after the advice of the young men,

saying, My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add thereto:

my father chastised you with whips, but I vnll chastise you witli

scorpions.

15 So the king hearkened not unto the people: for the cause

was of God, that the Lord might perform his word, which he

spake by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son
of Nebat.

16 And when all Israel saiv that the kinc: would not hearken
unto them, the people answered the king, saying. What portion
have we in David 1 and we have none inheritance in the son of

Jesse: every man to your tents, O Israel: and now, David, see

to thine own house. So all Israel went to their tents.

10
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17 But as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities of

Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them.

18 Then king Rehoboam sent Hadoram that teas over the

ti'ibute; and the children of Israel stoned him with stones, that
lie died. But king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his

cliariot, to flee to Jerusalem.

19 And Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this

day.

LESSON LXXV.

ELIJAH—FAMINE IN ISRAEL.

1 KINGS XVII. \ A ND Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the in-

/ lA. habitants of Gilead, said unto Aliab, As the

Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not

be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.

2 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying,

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastwai-d, and hide thyself

by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook
;
and I

have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

5 So he went and did according unto the word of the Lord :

for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before

Jordan.

G And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the

morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of

the brook.

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up,
because there had been no rain in the land.

8 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying,

9 Arise, get thee to Zarejihath, which helonyetli to Zidon, and
dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to

sustain thee.

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came
to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman ivas there

gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said. Fetch me, I

pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.

11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and

said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.
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12 And she said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a

cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a

cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in

and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.

13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou

hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it

unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.

14 For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal
shall not waste, neitlier shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day
that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.

15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah:
and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.

16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse

of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by
Elijah.

17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the

woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was
so sore, that there was no breath left in him.

18 And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee,
O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to

remembrance, and to slay my son ?

19 And he said unto her. Give me thy son. And he took

him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he

abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

20 And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God,
hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn,

by slaying her son ?

21 And he stretched himself upon the child thi-ee times, and
cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let

this child's soul come into him again.

22 And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of

the child came into him again, and he revived.

23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of

the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother:
and Elijah said. See, thy son liveth.

24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that

thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy
mouth is truth.
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LESSON LXXVI.

ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF BAAL.

1 KINGS XVIII. \ A ND it came to pass after many days, that

1-21. / iV. the word of the Lord came to Elijah in

the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahabj and I wilt

send rain upon the earth.

2 And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there

was a sore famine in Samaria.

3 And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of hi»

house. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly:

4 For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the pi'ophets of the

Lord, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by
fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.)

5 And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all

fountains of water, and unto all brooks: peradventui-e we may
find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all

the beasts.

6 So they divided the land between them to pass throughout
it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another

way by himself.

7 And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him :

and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that

ray lord Elijah?

8 And he answered him, I ajn: go, tell thy lord, Behold,

Elijah is here.

9 And he said. What have I sinned, that thou wouldest de-

liver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me?

10 As tlie Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom,
whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when they said,

I/e is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation,
that they found thee not.

11 And now thou sayest. Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is

here.

12 And it shall come to pass, as soo7i as I am gone from thee,
that the Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither I know not;
and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he

shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the Lord from my youth.

13 Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 133

prophets of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men of the Lord's

prophets by tifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water 1

14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord. Behold, Elijah is

here: and he shall slay me.

15 And Elijah said. As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom
I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day.

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab
went to meet Elijah.

17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab
said unto him. Art thou he that troubleth Israel'?

18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou,
and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the command-
ments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim.

19 Now therefore send and gather to me all Israel unto
mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and tifty,

and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jeze-

bel's table.

20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered
the prophets together unto mount Carmel.

21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long
halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord he God, follow him:
but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not
a word.

LESSON LXXVII.

ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF ^AKL.~(Continued.)

1 KINGS XVIII.
I
mHEN said Elijah unto the people, I, even I

22-46. / X only, remain a prophet of the Lord; but
Baal's prophets are four hundred and tifty men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them
choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it

on wood, and put no tire under: and I will dress the other bul-

lock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under:

24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on
the name of the Lord: and the God that answereth by fire, let

him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well

spoken.

25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one
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bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and
call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and

they dressed if, and called on the name of Baal from morning
even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice,
nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which
was made.

27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them,
and said. Cry aloud : for he is a god ;

either he is talking, or he is

pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and
must be awaked.

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their man-
ner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.

29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they pro-

phesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that

there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.

30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me.
And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the
altar of the Lord that was broken down.

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number
of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the

Lord came, saying, Israel shall be thy name:

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the

Losd: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would
contain two measures of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in

pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said. Fill four barrels with

water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the

second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did

it the third time,

35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled

the trench also with water.

36 And it came to pass at the time of the ottering of the

evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said.

Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known
this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant,

and that I have done all these things at thy word.

37 Hear me, Lord, hear me, that this people may know
that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their

heart back again.
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38 Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt

sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked

up the water that was in the trench.

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces:

and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord he is the God.

40 And Elijah said unto them. Take the prophets of Baal;

let not one of them escape. And they took them : and Elijah

brouaht them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.

41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink;
for there is a sound of abundance of rain.

42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went

up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself do\\n upon the

earth, and put his face between his knees,

43 And said to his servant. Go up now, look toward the sea.

And he went up, and looked, and said. There is nothing. And
he said. Go again seven times.

44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said,

Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's

hand. And he said. Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot,

and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.

45 And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the heaven was

black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And
Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.

46 And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he girded

up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

LESSON LXXVIII.

ELIJAH IN THE WILDERNESS.

1 KINGS XIX.
I

A ND Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had

J A. done, and withal how he had slain all the

prophets with the sword.

2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying. So let

the gods do io me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the

life of one of them by to morrow about this time.

3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and
came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his ser-

vant there.
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4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness,
and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested
for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough: now, O
Lord, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.

5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then

an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat.

6 And he looked, and, behold, there tvas a cake baken on the

coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and

drink, and laid him down again.

7 And the angel of the Lord came again the second time,
and touched him, and said. Arise and eat; because the journey
is too great for thee.

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the

strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horcb
the mount of God.

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there
; and,

behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and he said unto him,
What doest thou here, Elijah?

10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God
of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant,
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the

sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to

take it away.
11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before

the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and

strong wind rent the mountains, and br.ake in pieces the rocks

before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after

the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earth-

quake :

12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in

the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.

13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his

face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of

the cave. And behold, there came a voice unto him, and said,

What doest thou here, Elijah?

14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God
of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy cove-

nant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with
the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life,

to take it away,
15 And the Lord said unto him, Go, return on thy way to



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 137

the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint

Ilazael to he king over Syria:

16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to he king
over Israel : and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-ineholah

shalt thou anoint to he prophet in thy room.

17 And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the

sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from
the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay.

18 Yet 1 have left me seven thousand in Isi'ael, all the knees
which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath
not kissed him.

19 So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Sha-

phat, who xoas plowing tvith twelve yoke of oxen before him, and
he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his

mantle upon him.

20 And he left the oxen, and I'an after Elijah, and said, Let

me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will

follow thee. And he said unto him. Go back again: for what
have I done to thee?

21 And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen,
and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the

oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose,
and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.

LESSON LXXIX.

ELIJAH AND ELISHA.

2 KINGS II.\ A ND it came to pass, when the Lord would take

1-18. / 11. up Elijah into heaven by a whii-lwind, that

Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal,

2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for

the Lord hath sent me to Beth-el. And Elisha said unto him,
As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.

So they went down to Beth-el.

3 And the sons of the prophets that tcere at Beth-el came
forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord
will take away thy master from thy head to day ? And he said,

Yea, I know it ; hold ye your peace.

4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pi'ay thee;
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for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the

Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So

they came to Jericho.

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to

Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lokd will take

away thy master fi-om thy head to day 1 And he answered, Yea,
I know it; hold ye your peace.

6 And Elijah siiid unto him. Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the

Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the Lord liveth,

and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two
went on.

7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood

to view afar ofl:': and they two stood by Jordan.

8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and
smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so

that they two went over on dry ground.

9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah

said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken

away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double por-

tion of thy spirit be upon me.

10 And he said. Thou. hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless,

if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto

thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked,

that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fii'e, and horses of tire,

and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirl-

wind into heaven.

12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried. My father, my father, the

chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no

more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two

pieces.

13 He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him,

and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan;

14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and

smote the waters, and said. Where is the Lord God of Elijah ?

and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and

thither: and Elisha went over.

15 And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at

Jericho saw him, they said. The spirit of Elijah doth rest on

Elisha. And they came to nu^et him, and bowed themselves to

the ground before him.
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16 And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with thy
servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek

thy master: lest peradventure the Spirit of the Lord hath taken
him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley.
And he said, Ye shall not send.

17 And when they urged him till he was asliamed, he said,

Send. They sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three

days, but found him not.

18 And when they can\e again to him, (for he tarried at

Jericho,) he said unto them, Did I not say unto you, Go not 1

LESSON LXXX.
ELISHA—NAAMAN THE LEPER.

2 KINGS V.l \[0^^ Naaman, captain of the host of the king
/ \}\ of Syria, was a great man with his mastei-,

and honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliverance

unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a^

leper.

2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had

brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid;
and she waited on Naaman's wife.

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord ivere

with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him
of his leprosy.

4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus
said the maid that is of the land of Israel.

5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a

letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with

him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and
ten changes of raiment.

6 And he brought the letter to the kii\g of Isi'ael, saying,^
Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have tlieretcith

sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him
of his leprosy.

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the

letter, that he rent his clothes, and said. Am I God, to kill and
to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a

man of his leprosy 1 wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how
he seeketh a quarrel against me.
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8 And it was so, when Elislia tlie man of God had heard that

the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king,

saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes 1 let him come now
to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.

9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and
stood at the door of the house of Elisha.

10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and
wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again
to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

11 But Naanian was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold,
1 thought. He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on
the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the

place, and recover the leper.

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better

than all the waters of Israel ? may I not wash in them, and be

«lean ? So he turned and went away in a rage.

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and

«aid, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing,
wouklest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he

saith to thee, Wash, and be clean ?

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in

Jordan, according to the saying of tiie man of God : and his flesh

came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and ho was clean.

15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his com-

pany, and came, and stood before him: and he said. Behold, now
I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now
therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.

16 But he said. As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I

will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused.

17 And Naaman said. Shall there not then, I pray thee, be

given to thy servant two mules' burden of earth ? for thy servant
will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto
other gods, but unto the Lord.

18 In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my
master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he
leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rinmion:
when I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord
pardon thy servant in this thing.

1 9 And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from
him a little way.

20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said.
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Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not re-

ceiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the Loed
liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him.

21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman
saw him running after him, he lighted down from the chariot to

meet him, and said. Is all well 1

22 And he said. All is well. My master hath sent me, say

ing, Behold, even now there be come to me from mount Ephraira
two young men of the sons of the prophets: give them, I pray
thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments.

23 And Naaman said. Be content, take two talents. And
he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with

two changes of garments, and laid them upon tvo of his servants;
and they bare them before him.

24 And when he came to the tower, he took them^ from their

hand, and bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go,,

and they departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha

said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said. Thy
servant went no whither.

26 And he said unto him. Went not mine heart with tJieey

when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee 1 Is

it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and olive-

yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and
maidservants 1

27 The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee,

and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence
a leper as white as snow.

LESSON LXXXI.

THE OVERTHROW OF THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL.

2 KINGS XVII.
j
TN the ninth year of Hoshea the king of As-

6-23. / X Syria took Samaria, and carried Israel away
into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor bij the

river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

7 For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against
the Lord their God, which had brought them up out of the land

of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
had feared other gods.
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8 And walked in the statutes of tlie heathen, whom the Lord
cast out fi'oni before the chiidien of Israel, and of the kings of

Israel, which they had made.

9 And the cliildren of Israel did secretly those things that

were not right against the Lord their God, and they built them

high places in all their cities, from the tower of the watchmen to

the fenced city.

10 And they set them up images and groves in every high hill,

and under every green tree:

11 And there they burnt incense in all the high places, as

did the heathen whom the Lord carried away before them
;
and

wrought wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger:

12 For they served idols, whex-eof the Lord had said unto

them, Ye shall not do this thing.

13 Yet the Lord testified against Israel, and against Judah,

by all the prophets, and hy all the seers, saying, Turn ye from

your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes,

according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and
which. I sent to you by my servants the prophets.

14 Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their

necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not believe in

the Lord their God.

15 And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he

made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified

against them
;
and they followed vanity, and became vain, and

went after the heathen that xcere round about them, concerning
whom the Lord had charged them, that they should not do like

them.

16 And they left all the commandments of the Lord their

God, and made them molten images, even two calves, and made
a grove, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.

17 And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass

through the fire, and used divination and enchantments, and

sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke
him to anger.

18 Therefoi-e the Lord was very angry with Israel, and re-

moved them out of his sight: there was none left but the tribe

of Judah only.

19 Also Judah kept not the commandments of the Lord
their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made.

20 And the Lord rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted
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theBi, and delivered tliein into tlie hand of spoilers, until he had

cast them out of his sight.

21 For he rent Israel from the house of David; and they
made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king: and Jeroboam drave

Israel from following the Lord, and made them sin a great sin.

22 For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jero-

boam which he did; they departed not from them;

23 Until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight, as he had

said by all his servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away
out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.

LESSON LXXXII.

THE REFORMATION UNDER HEZEKIAH.

2 CHRONICLES XXX.\ i ND Hezekiah sent to all Israel and

1-20. J ii Judali, and wrote letters also to

Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of

the Lord at Jerusalem, to keep the passover unto the Lord God
of Israel.

2 For the king had taken counsel, and his princes, and all

the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the passover in the second

month.

3 For they could not keep it at that time, because the priests
had not sanctified themselves sufficiently, neither had the people
gathered themselves together to Jeiusalem.

i And the thing pleased the king and all the congregation.

5 So they established a decree to make proclamation through-
out all Israel, from Beer sheba even to Dan, that they should

come to keep the passover unto the Lord God of Israel at Jeru-

salem : for they had not done it of a long time in such sort as it

was written.

6 So the posts went with the letters from the king and his

pi'inces throughout all Israel and Judah, and according to the

commandment of the king, saying. Ye children of Israel, turn

again unto the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and he
will return to the remnant of you, that are escaped out of the

hand of the kings of Assyria.

7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like your brethren,
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which trespassed against the Lord God of their fathers, w}io

therefore gave them up to desolation, as ye see.

8 Now be ye not stiflnecked, as your fathers were, hut yield

yourselves unto the Lord, and enter into his sanctuary, which he
hath sanctified for ever: and serve the Lord your God, that the

fierceness of his wrath may turn away from you.

9 For if ye turn again unto the Lord, your brethren and

your children shall find compassion before thorn that lead them

captive, so that they shall come again into this land : for the Lord
your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn away his^

face from you, if ye return unto him.

10 So the posts passed from city to city through the country
of Ephraim and Manasseh even unto Zebulun: but they laughed
them to scorn, and mocked them.

1 1 Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun
humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem.

1 2 Also in Judah the hand of God was to give them one heart

to do the commandment of the king and of the princes, by the

word of the Lord.

13 And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep
the feast of unleavened bread in the second month, a very grea,t

congregation.

14 And they arose and took away the altars that were in

Jerusalem, and all the altars for incense took they away, and
cast them into the brook Kidron.

1 o Then they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the

second mouth: and the priests and the Levites were ashamed,
and sanctified themselves, and brought in the burnt offerings
into the house of the Lord.

16 And they stood in their place after their manner, accord-

ing' to the law of Moses the man of God : the priests sprinkled the

blood, which th<'y received of the hand of the Levites.

17 For there were many in the congregation that were not

sanctified : therefore the Levites had the charge of the killing of

the passovers for every one tliat was not clean, to sanctify tJiem

unto the Lord.

18 For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, and

Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves,

yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was written. But
Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The good Lord pardon every one

19 That prepareth his heart to seek God, tho Lord God of his
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fathers, though he be not cleansed according to the purification of

the sanctuary.

20 And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the

people.

LESSON LXXXIIL

THE DESTRUCTION OF SENNACHERIB.

2 CHRONICLES XXXII. 1 A FTER these things, and the estab-

1-23. / -^ lishment thereof, Sennacherib king
of Assyria came, and entered into Judah, and encamped against
the fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself.

2 And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was come, and
that he was purposed to tight against Jerusalem,

3 He took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to stop
the waters of the fountains which were without the city : and

they did help him.

4 So there was gathered much people together, who stopped
all the fountains, and the brook that ran through the midst of the

land, saying. Why should the kings of Assyria come, and find

much water %

5 Also he strengthened himself, and built up all the wall that

Avas broken, and raised it up to the towers, and another wall

without, and repaired Millo in the city of David, and made darts

and shields in abundance.

6 And he set captains of war over the people, and gathered
them together to him in the street of the gate of the city, and

spake comfortably to them, saying,

7 Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for

the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him:
for tliere be more with us than with him :

8 With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our

God to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people rested

themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

9 After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria send his servants

to Jerusalem, (but he himself laid siege against Lachish, and all

his power with him,) unto Hezekiah king of Judah, and unto all

Judah that were at Jerusalem, saying,

10 Thus saith Sennacherib king of Assyria, Whereon do ye
trust, that ye abide in the siege in Jerusalem 1

11
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11 Doth not Hezekiali persuade you to give over yourselves
to die by famine and by thirst, saying, The Lord our God shall

deliver us out of the hand of the king of Assyria*?

12 Hath not the same Hezekiah taken away his high places
and his altars, and commanded Judah and Jerusalem, saying, Ye
shall worship before one altar, and burn incense upon it?

13 Know ye not what I and my fathers have done unto all the

people of other lands ? were the gods of the nations of those lands

any ways able to deliver their lands out of mine hand ?

14 Who icas tJifve among all the gods of those nations that my
fathers utterly destroyed, that could deliver his people out of

mine hand, that your God should be able to deliver you out of

mine hand ?

15 Now therefoi'e let not Hezekiah deceive you, nor persuade

you on this manner, neither yet believe him: for no god of any
nation or kingdom was able to deliver his people out of mine hand,
and out of the hand of my fathers : how much less shall your
God deliver you out of mine hand 1

16 And his servants spake yet inore against the Lord God,
and against his servant Hezekiah.

17 He wrote also letters to rail on the Lord God of Israel,

and to speak against him, saying. As the gods of the nations of

otJter lands have not delivered tlieir people out of mine hand, so

shall not the God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine
hand.

18 Then they cried with a loud voice in the Jews' speech unto
the people of Jerusalem that were on the wall, to affright them,
and to troul)le them ;

that they might take the city.

19 And they spake against the God of Jerusalem, as against
the gods of the people of the earth, which were the work of the

hands of man.

20 And for this cmise Hezekiah the king, and the prophet
Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed and cried to heaven.

21 And the Lord sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty
men of valour, and the leaders and captains in the camp of the

king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his own
land. And when he was come into the house of his god, they
that came forth of his own bowels slew him there with the sword.

22 Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of

Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and
from the hand of all otha\ and guided them on every side.
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23 And many brought gifts unto the Lord to Jei-usalem, and

presents to Hezekiah king of Judah: so that he was magnified in

the sight of all nations from thenceforth.

LESSON LXXXIV.

THE REFORMATION UNDER JOSIAH.

2 KINGS XXII.|
TOSIAH tvas eight years old when he began

j fj to reign, and he reigned thirty and one

years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jedidah, the

daughter of Adaiah of Boscath.

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord,
and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not

aside to the right hand or to the left.

3 And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king Josiah,
that the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the son of JVIes-

hullam, the scribe, to the house of the Lord, saying,

4 Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the

silver which is brought into the house of the Lord, which the

keepers of the door have gathered of the people:

5 And let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of the

work, that have the oversight of the house of the Lord: and let

them give it to the doers of the work which is in the house of the

Lord, to repair the breaches of the house,

6 Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to buy
timber and hewn stone to repair the house.

7 Howbeit there was no reckoning made with them of the

money that was delivered into their hand, because they dealt

faithfully.

8 And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe,

I have found the book of the law in the house of the Lord. And
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it.

9 And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the

king word again, and said. Thy servants have gathered the money
that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand
of them that do the work, that have the oversight of the house of

the Lord.

10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hilkiah
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the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it before

the king.

1 1 And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words
of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes.

12 And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam
the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Michaiah, and Sha-

phan the scribe, and Asahiah a servant of the king's, saying,

13 Go ye, enquire of the Lord for me, and for the people,
and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is

found : for great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against

us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of

this book, to do according unto all that which is written concern-

ing us.

14 So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and

Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the

wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of

the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;) and

they communed with her.

15 And she said unto them. Thus saith the Lord God of

Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me,

16 Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bi-ing evil upon this

place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words of

the book which the king of Judah hath read:

17 Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense

unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all

the works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall be kindled

against this place, and shall not be quenched.

18 But to the king of Judah which sent you to enquii'e of

the Lord, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the Lord God of

Israel, As touching the words which thou hast heard
;

19 Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled

thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest what I spake

against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that they
should l)ecome a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes,

and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith the Lord.

20 Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and
thou shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace; and thine eyes
.shall not see all the evil which I will bring upon this place.
And they brought the king word again.
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LESSON LXXXV.

JERUSALEM TAKEN BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR.

2 CHRONICLES
XXXVI.j

TEHOIAKIM was twenty and five

5-21. / fj years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem : and he did that which
was evil in the sight of the Lord his God.

6 Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
and bound him in fetters, to carry him to Babylon.

7 Nebuchadnezzar also carried of the vessels of the house of

the Lord to Babylon, and put them in his temple at Babylon.

8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abomina-
tions which he did, and that which was found in him, behold,

they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah :

and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead.

9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem : and he did

tliat which was evil in the sight of the Lord.

10 And when the year was expired, king Nebuchadnezzar

sent, and brought him to Babylon, with the goodly vessels of the

house of the Lord, and made Zedekiah his brother king over

Judah and Jerusalem.

11 Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to

reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.

12 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord
his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet
speaking from the mouth of the Lord.

13 And he also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar, who
had made him swear by God: but he stiffened his neck, and
hardened his heart from turning unto the Lord God of Israel.

14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, trans-

gressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen;
and polluted the house of the Lord which he had hallowed in

Jerusalem.

15 And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his

messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had com-

passion on his people, and on his dwelling place:

16 But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his
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words, and misused his propliets, until the wrath of the Loed
arose against his people, till there was no remedy.

17 Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees,
who slew their young men with the sAvord in the house of their

sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or maiden,
old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all into his

hand.

18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small,
and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of

the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon.

19 And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the

wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire,

and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof.

20 And them that had escaped from the sword carried he

away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons

until the reign of the kingdom of Persia:

21 To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah,
until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay
desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.

jjESSON LXXXVI.

THE GOLDEN IMAGE AND THE FIERY FURNACE.

DANIEL III an image.\ "VTEBUCHADNEZZAR the king made i

J ±\ of gold, whose height ivas threescore cubits,

and the breadth thereof six cubits : he set it up in the plain of

Dura, in the province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the

princes, the govei'nors, and the captains, tlie judges, the treas-

urers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the prov-

inces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchad-
nezzar the king had set up.

3 Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges,
the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriff's, and all the rulers of

the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the

image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood

before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
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4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O
people, nations, and languages,

5 Tliat at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute,

hai-p, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall

down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the

king hath set up:

6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the
same hour be east into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

7 Therefore at that time, wlien all the people heard the sound
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psalteiy, and all kinds of mu-
sick, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and
worshipped the goldeiv image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had
set up.

8 Whei-efore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and
accused the Jews.

9 They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king,
live for ever.

10 Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that
shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery,
and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship
the golden image :

11 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he
should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs

of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego;
these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to

bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought
these men before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them. Is it true, O
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods,
nor worship the golden image which I have set up ?

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all

kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I

have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the

same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is

that God that shall deliver you out of my hands ?

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to
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the king, Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee

in this matter,

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us

from the burning hery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine

hand, king.

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, king, that we will

not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou
hast set up.

19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of

his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-

nego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat

the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated.

20 And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his

army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast

them into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen,
and their hats, and their otlier garments, and were cast into the

midst of the burning fiery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent,
and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those

men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.
23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego,

fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up
in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors. Did not we
cast three men bound into the midst of the fire ? They answered
and said unto the king, True, O king.

25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking
in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of

the fourth is like the Son of God.

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burn-

ing fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and

Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and
come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came
forth of the midst of the fire.

27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and tlie king's

counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed,
neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of tire had passed
on them.

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said. Blessed he the God
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of Shadrach, Meshach, and Ahed-nego, who hath sent his angel,
and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed
the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not

serve noi' worship any god, except their own God.

29 Therefore I make a decree. That every people, nation, and

language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Sha-

drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their

houses shall be made a dunghill : because there is no other God
that can deliver after this sort.

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-

nego, in the province of Babylon.

LESSON LXXXVII.

DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN.

DANIEL VI. \ TT pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hun-

/ X dred and twenty princes, which should be over

the whole kingdom ;

2 And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first:

that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king
should have no damage.

3 Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and

princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king
thought to set him over the whole realm,

4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion

against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find

none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither

was there any error or fault found in him.

5 Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against
this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of

his God.

6 Then these presidents and princes assembled together to

the king, and said thus unto him. King Darius, live for ever.

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the

princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted to-

gether to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree,
that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty

days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.
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8 Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the wi-iting,
that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which altereth not.

9 Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree.

10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he
went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day,
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

11 Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and

making supplication before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spake before the king concern-

ing the king's decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every
man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty

days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?

The king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the
law of tlie Medes and Persians, which altereth not.

13 Then answered they and said before the king. That Daniel,
which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not

thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh
his petition three times a day.

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore dis-

pleased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him:
and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him.

15 Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto
the king. Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians

is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may
be changed.

16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and
cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said

unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will

deliver thee.

17 And a stone was Ijrought, and laid upon the mouth of the

den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the

signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed con-

cerning Daniel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night

fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought before him:
and his sleep went from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went
in haste unto the den of lions.

20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable
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voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O
Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest

continually, able to deliver thee from the lions ?

21 Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever.

22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions'

mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him

innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have
I done no hurt.

23 Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and command-
ed that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel
was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found

upon him, because he believed in his God.

24 And the king commanded, and they brought those men
which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of

lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had
the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever

they came at the bottom of the den.

25 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and

languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto

you.

26 I make a decree. That in every dominion of my kingdom
men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel; for he is the

living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which
shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the

end.

27 He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and
wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from
the power of the lions.

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in

the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

LESSON LXXXVIII.

THE TEMPLE REBUILT.

EZRA \.\ '\[^^ i'l ^^^ fi^^st year of Cyrus king of Persia, that

1-6. j 11 the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah

might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king
of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his king-
dom, and put it also in writing, saying.
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2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven
hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth

;
and he hath charged

me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

3 Who is there among you of all his people 1 his God be with

him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and
build the house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the God,) which
is in Jerusalem.

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourn-
eth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold,
and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for

the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Ben-

jamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all tliem whose

spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of the Lord
which is in Jerusalem.

6 And all they that were about them strengthened their

hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and with

beasts, and with precious things, beside all that was willingly
offered.

EZRA III. \ A ND when the seventh month was come, and the

/Xjl children of Israel toere in the cities, the people

gathered themselves together as one man to Jerusalem.

2 Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren
the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brethren,
and builded the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings

thereon, as it is written in the law of Moses the man of God.

3 And they set the altar upon his bases; for fear was upon
them because of the people of those countries : and they offered

burnt offerings thereon unto the Lord, even burnt offerings morn-

ins; and evening.

4 They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it is written, and

offered the daily burnt offerings by number, according to the

custom, as the duty of every day required;

5 And afterward offered the continual burnt offering, both of

the new moons, and of all the set feasts of the Lord that were

consecrated, and of every one that willingly offered a freewill

offering unto the,Lord.

6 From the first day of the seventh month began they to

offer burnt offerings unto the Lord. But the foundation of the

temple of the Lord was not yet laid.
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7 They gave money also unto the masons, and to the carpen-

ters; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to

them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea of

Joppa, according to the grant that they had of Cyrus king of

Persia.

8 Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of

God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the

son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant
of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that

were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem : and appointed
the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to set forward
the work of the liouse of the Lord.

9 Then stood Jeshua ivith his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel
and his sons, the sons of Judah, together, to set forward the

workmen in the house of God : the sons of Henadad, xoith their

sons and their brethren the Levites.

10 And when the buildei's laid the foundation of the temple
of the Lord, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets,
and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the

Lord, after the ordinance of David king of Israel.

1 1 And they sang together by course in praising and giving
thanks unto the Lord; because he is good, for his mercy endureth

for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great

shout, when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of

the house of the Lord was laid.

12 But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the

fathers, ivho were ancient men, that had seen the first house,
when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes,.

wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy :

13 So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout

of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the people
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar otf.

LESSON LXXXIX.

NEHEMIAH SENT TO JERUSALEM.

U^NEHEMIAH 11. \ y\
ND it came to pass in the month Nisan, in

the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king,
that wine was before him : and I took up the wine, and gave it

unto the king. Now I had not been heforetimc sad in his presence.
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2 Wherefore tlie king said unto nie, Why is thy countenance

sad, seeint; thou art not sick ? tliis is nothing else but sorrow of

heart. Then I was very sore afraid,

3 And said unto the king. Let the king live for ever: why
should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of

ray fatliers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are con-

sumed with hre?

4 Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make re-

quest 1 So I prayed to the God of heaven.

5 And I said unto the king. If it please the king, and if thy
servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send
me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I

may build it.

6 And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,)
For how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return?
So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.

7 Moreover I said unto the king. If it please the king, let

letters be given me to the governors beyond the river, that they
may convey me over till I come into Judah;

8 And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest,

that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the

palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the

city, and for the house that I shall enter into. And the king

granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me.

9 Then I came to the governors beyond the river, and gave
them the king's letters. Now the king had sent captains of the

army and horsemen with me.

10 When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant,
the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that

there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of

Israel.

11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days.

12 And I arose in the night, I and some few men with mc;
neither told I any man what my God had put in my heart to do

at Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the

beast that I rode upon.

13 And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even

before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the

walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates
thereof were consumed with fire.

14 Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the
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king's pool: but there was no place for the beast that teas under

me to pass.

15 Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the

wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate of the valley, and

so returned.

16 And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did;

neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor

to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.

17 Then said I unto them. Ye see the distress that we are in,

how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with

fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be

no more a reproach.

18 Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good
upon me; as also the king's words that he had spoken unto me.

And they said. Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened
their hands for this good work.

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the ser-

vant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they

laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this

thing that ye do ? will ye rebel against the king 1

20 Then answered I them, and said unto them. The God of

heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise

and build : but ye have no poi'tion, nor right, nor memorial, in

Jerusalem.



PART II.

DEVOTIONAL, DIDACTIC, PKOPHETIC.

LESSON I.

JOB 1.^ rpHERE was a man in the land of TJz, whose name was

J \_ Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and
one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

2 And there were born unto him seven sons and three

daughters.

3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three

thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hun-
dred she asses, and a very great household

;
so that this man was

the greatest of all the men of the east.

4 And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one
his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to

drink with them.

5 And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone
about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in

the morning, and offered burnt ofierings according to the number
of them all : for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned,
and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.

6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to pre-
sent themselves before the Lokd, and Satan came also among
them.

7 And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou?
Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro

in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

8 And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my
servant Job, that tJiere is none like him in the earth, a perfect
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?

9 Then Satan answered the Lord, and said. Doth Job fear

God for nought %

10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his
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house, and about all that he hath on every side 1 thou hast blessed

the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.

1 1 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath,
dud he will curse thee to thy face.

12 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath
IS in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So
Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord.

13 And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were

eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house:

14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen
were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them :

15 And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away;
yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword;
and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

16 While he loas yet speaking, there came also another, and

said. The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up
the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am
escaped alone to tell thee.

17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and

said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the

camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants
with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell

thee.

18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and

said. Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine
in their eldest brother's house :

19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness,
and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the

young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to

tell thee.

20 And Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head,
and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped,

21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and
naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.

22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

\%
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LESSON II.

JOB XXVIII.) QURELY there is a vein for the silver, and a

/ O place for gold where they fine it.

2 Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass is molten o'>it of
the stone.

3 He setteth an end to darkness, and searcheth out all per-
fection: the stones of darkness, and the shadow of death.

4 The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant; even the loaters

forgotten of the foot: they are dried up, they are gone away from
men.

5 As for the earth, out of it cometh bread : and under it is.

turned up as it were tire.

6 The stones of it are the place of sapphires : and it hath dust

of gold.

7 There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which the vul-

ture's eye hath not seen:

8 The lion's whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion

passed by it.

9 He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he overturneth

the mountains by the roots.

10 He cutteth out rivei's among the i*ocks; and his eye seeth

every pi-ecious thing.

11 He bindeth the floods from overflowing; and the thing thai

is hid bringeth he forth to light.

12 But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place
of understanding.

13 Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in

the land of the living.

14 The depth saitli. It is not in me: and the sea saith. It is

not with me.

15 It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed
for the price thereof.

16 It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the pre-
cious onyx, or the sajjphire.

17 The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the ex-

change of it shall 7wt be for jewels of line gold.

18 No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the

price of wisdom is above rubies,
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19 The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neithei- sliall it

be valued with pure gold.

20 Whence then cometh wisdom 1 and where is the place of

understanding ?

21 Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close

from the fowls of the air.

22 Destruction and death say. We have heard the fame there-

of with our ears.

23 God understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the

place thereof.

24 For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under
the whole heaven;

25 To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the
waters by measure.

26 When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the

lightning of the thunder:

27 Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea,
and searched it out.

28 And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that

is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.

LESSON III.

PSALM 1.
1 pLESSED is the man that walketh not in the

/ J3 counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way
of sinners, nor sitteth in tho seat of the scornful.

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law
doth he meditate day and night.

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season

;
his leaf also shall not

wither; and whatsoever he doeth sliall prosper.

4 The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the

wind driveth away,

5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor
sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : but the

way of the ungodly shall perish.
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PSALM II. \ TTTHY do the heathen rage, and the people imagine
/ Y T a vain tiling ?

2 The kings of the earth set tlieniselves, and the rulers take

counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed,

sayi7ig,

3 Let U3 break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords

from us.

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall

have them in derision.

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them
in his sore displeasure.

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.

7 I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me,
Thou art xay Son; this day have I begotten thee.

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine in-

heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash

them in pieces like a potter's vessJel.

10 Be wise now therefore, ye kings: be instructed, ye

judges of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish yrom the

way, when his wi'ath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all

they that put their trust in him.

LESSON IV.

PSALM VIII. "I A LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name

/ \j in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above

the heavens.

2 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained

strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the

enemy and the avenger.

3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy lingers, the

moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;

4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him ? and the son

of man, that thou visitest him 1

5 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and
hast crowned him with glory and honour.
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6 Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy

hands; thou hast put all tilings under his feet:

7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;

8 The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever

passeth through the paths of the seas.

9 O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the

earth !

PSALM XVI.
I pRESERYE me, O God: for in thee do I put
/ jL riTiy

trust.

2 my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, Thou art my
Lord : my goodness extendeth not to thee

;

3 But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent,
in whom is all my delight.

4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten a/ter another

god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up
their names into my lips.

5 The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my
cup : thou maintainest my lot.

6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have
a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel : my reins

also instruct me in the night seasons.

8 I have set the Lord always before me: because he is at my
right hand, I shall not be moved.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my
flesh also shall rest in hope.

10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

1 1 Thou wilt shew me the path of life : in thy presence is ful-

ness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

LESSON V.

PSALM XIX. \ rpHE heavens declare the glory of God; and the

j _L firmament sheweth his handywork.
2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night shew-

eth knowledge.
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3 Tliere is no speech nor language, where their voice is not

heard.

4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words
to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for

the sun,

5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and

rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.

6 His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his cir-

cuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat

thereof.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the

testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.

8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: £he

commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.

9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the judg-
ments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much
fine gold : sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

1 1 Moreover by them is thy servant warned : and in keeping
of them there is great reward.

12 Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from

secret /a^dts.

13 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let

them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I

shall be innocent from the great transgression.
'

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my
redeemer.

LESSON VL

PSALM XXIII. \ rpHE Lord is my sheplierd; I shall not want.

/J- 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pas-

tures : he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3 He restoreth my soul : he leadeth me in the paths of right-

eousness for his name's sake.

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of

death, I will fear no evil: for thou a/rt with me; thy rod and

thy staff they comfort me.
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5 Thou pi'eparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of

my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

PSALM XXIV. \ rpHE earth is the Lord's, and the fulness there-

j X
.

of
;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it

upon the floods.

3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord ? or who shall

stand in his holy place 1

4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart
;
who hath not

lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.

5 He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteous-
ness from the God of his salvation.

6 This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy
face, O Jacob.

7 Lift up your heads, ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever-

lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.

8 Who is this King of glory 1 The Lord strong and mighty,
the Lord mighty in battle.

9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye ever-

lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.

10 Who is this King of glory 1 The Lord of hosts, he is the

King of glory.

LESSON VII.

PSALM XXV.) TTNTO thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.

/ vJ 2 my God, I trust in thee: let me not be

ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me.

3 Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be
ashamed which transgress without cause.

4 Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths.

5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me : for thou art the God
of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.

6 Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies and thy loving-

kindnesses; for they have been ever of old.

7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions:
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according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake,

O Lord.

8 Good and upright is the Lord: therefore will he teach sin-

ners in the way.

9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he

teach his way.

10 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such

as keep his covenant and his testimonies.

11 For thy name's sake, Lord, pardon mine iniquity; for

it is great.

12 What man is he that feareth the Lord"? him shall he

teach in the way that he shall choose.

13 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the

earth.

14 The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and

he will shew them his covenant.

15 Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord; for he shall pluck

my feet out of the net.

16 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am
desolate and afflicted.

17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged: bring thou me
out of my distresses.

18 Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all

my sins.

19 Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate

me with cruel hatred.

20 keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed;
for I put my trust in thee.

21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on

thee.

22 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.

LESSON VIII.

PSALM XXVII. 1 milE Lord is my light and my salvation;

j X whom shall I fear 1 the Lord is the strength
of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came

upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.
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3 Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall

not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be

confident.

4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek

after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of

my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his

temple.

5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion :

in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me
up upon a rock.

6 And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies

round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices

of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord.

7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also

upon me, and answer me.

8 When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto

thee. Thy face. Lord, will I seek.

9 Hide not thy face far from me
; put not thy servant away

in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake

me, O God of my salvation.

10 When my father and my mother forsake me, then the

Lord will take me up.

11 Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me in a plain path,
because of mine enemies.

12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for

false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out

cruelty.

13 / had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of

the Lord in the land of t|ie living.

14 Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall

strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.

LESSON IX.

PSALM XXXII. \ "PRESSED is 7iew7ios<? transgression is forgiven,

/ jD whose sin is covered.

2 Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not

iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.
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3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roar

ing all the day long.

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me : my moist-

ure is turned into the drought of summer.

5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I

not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord;
and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.

6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a

time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great
waters they shall not come nigh unto him.

7 Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from

trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance.

8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou
shalt go : I will guide thee Avith mine eye.

9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no un-

derstanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle,
lest they come near unto thee.

10 Many sorrows shall he to the wicked : but he that trusteth

in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about.

11 Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout

for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.

LESSON X.

PSALM XXXIV. \ T WILL bless the Lord at all times: his praise

/ J. shall continually he in my mouth.

2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble
shall hear thereof, and be glad.

3 O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name

together.

4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me
from all my fears.

5 They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces

were not ashamed,

6 This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved

him out of all his troubles.

7 The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that

fear him, and delivereth them.
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8 taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man
that trusteth in him.

9 O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them
that fear him.

10 The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that

seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.

11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach vou the

fear of the Lord.

12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days,
that he may see good ?

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking

guile.

14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears

are open unto their cry.

16 The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut

off the remembrance of them from the earth.

17 The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth

them out of all their troubles.

18 The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart;
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord
delivereth him out of them all.

20 He keepeth all his bones : not one of them is broken.

21 Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the right-
eous shall be desolate.

22 The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none
of them that trust in him shall be desolate.

LESSON XL

PSALM
XL.]

T WAITED patiently for the Lord; and he in-

j J_ clined unto me, and heard my cry.

2 He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the

miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my
goings.

3 And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto

our God : many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord.
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4 Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and

respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.

5 Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works which
thou hast done, and thy thoughts tchich are to us-ward : they
cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if 1 would declare

and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.

6 Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast

thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not re-

quired.

7 Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume o£ the book it is

written of me,

8 I delight to do thy will, O my God : yea, thy law is within

my heart.

9 I have preached righteousness in the great congregation:

lo, I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, thou knowest.

±0 1 have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; 1 have
declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation : I have not concealed

thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation.

11 Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, Lord:
let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me,

12 For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine

iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look

up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my
heart faileth me.

13 Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me: O Lord, make haste

to help me.

14 Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek

after my soul to destroy it; let them be driven backward and

put to shame that wish me evil.

15 Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame that say
unto me, Aha, aha.

16 Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee:

let such as love thy salvation say continually. The Lord be mag-
nified.

17 But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon
me: tliou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O
my God.
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LESSON XII.

PSALM XLVI.'I r\OJy is our refuge and strength, a very present

/ IjT help in trouble.

2 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed,
and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;

3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the

mountains shake with the swelling thereof.

4 There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the

city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High.

5 God is in. the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God
shall help her, and that right early.

6 The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved : he uttered

his voice, the earth melted.

7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our

refuge.

8 Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he

hath made in the earth.

9 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he

breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth

the chariot in the fire.

10 Be still, and know that I am God : I will be exalted among
the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our

refuge.

PSALM XLVIL\ r\ CLAP your hands, all ye people; shout unto

/ \J God with the voice of triumph.

2 For the Lord most high is terrible
;
he is a great King over

all the earth.

3 He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under

our feet.

4 He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of

Jacob whom he loved.

5 God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a

trumpet.

6 Sing pra,ises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our

King, sing praises.
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7 For God is the King of all the earth : sing ye praises with

understanding.

8 God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne
of his holiness.

9 The princes of the people are gathered together, even the

people of the God of Abraham : for the shields of the earth belong
unto God: he is greatly exalted.

LESSON XIII.

PSALM L!.\ TTA-VE mercy upon me, God, according to thy
/ XX loving-kindness: according unto the multitude

of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin.

3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever
before me.

4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil

in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest,
and be clear when thou judgest.

5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conceive me.

6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts : and in the

hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and
I shall be whiter than snow.

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which
thou hast broken may rejoice.

9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a i-ight

spirit within me.

11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy

holy spirit from me.

12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me
with thy free spirit.

13 llien will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners

shall be converted unto thee.
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14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my
salvation : and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness.

15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew

forth thy praise.

16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou

delightest not in burnt offering.

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the

walls of Jerusalem.

19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteous-

ness, with burnt ofiering and whole burnt ofl^'ering: then shall

they offer bullocks upon thine altar.

LESSON XIV.

PSALM LXV.\ pRAISE waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and

j X unto thee shall the \o\t be performed.

2 thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall ail flesh come.

3 Iniquities prevail against me: as for our transgressions,
thou shalt purge them away.

4 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to ap-

proach uyito thee, that he may dwell in Ihy courts: we shall be

satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple.

5 By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us,

God of our salvation; who art the confidence of all the ends of

the earth, and of them that are afar off uj)on the sea :

6 Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains; being

girded with power:
7 Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves,

and the tumult of the people.

8 They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at

thy tokens: thou makest the outgoings of the morning and even-

ing to rejoice.

9 Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly en-

richest it with the river of God, lohich is full of water: thou pre-

parest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it.

10 Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest
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the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft with showers: thou

blessest the springing thereof.

11 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths

drop fatness.

12 They drop upon the pastui'es of the wilderness: and the

little hills rejoice on every side.

13 The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are

covered over with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing.

PSALM LXVII.\ /^iOD he merciful unto us, and bless us; and

j VJ cause his face.to shine upon us;

2 That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health

among all nations.

3 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise
thee.

4 let the nations be glad and sing for joy : for thou shalt

judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth.

5 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise
thee.

6 Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our

own God, shall bless us.

7 God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear

him.

LESSON XV.

PSALM
LXXIL|

niVE the king thy judgments, God, and

/ \jr thy righteousness unto the king's son.

2 He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor
with judgment.

3 The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little

hills, by righteousness.

4 He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the

children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.

5 Tliey shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure,

throughout all generations.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as

showers that water the earth.

7 Li his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of

peace so long as the moon endureth.
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8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the

river unto the ends of the earth.

9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him;
and his enemies shall lick the dust.

1 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents :

the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.

11 Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall

serve him.

12 For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor

also, and him that hath no helper.

13 He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the

souls of the needy.

14 He shall redeem their souls from deceit and violence: and

precious shall their blood be in his sight.

1 5 And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of

Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him continually; and daily
shall he be praised.

16 There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the

top of the mountains
;
the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon :

and they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth.

17 His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be con-

tinued as long as the sun : and men shall be blessed in him : all

nations shall call him blessed.

18 Blessed he the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only
doeth wondrous things.

19 And blessed he his glorious name for ever: and let the

whole earth be filled with his glory ; Amen, and Amen.

20 The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.

LESSON XVI.

PSALM LXXXIV.\ TJOW amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord

j li of hosts!

2 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the

Loud: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.

3 Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a

nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars,

Lord of hosts, my King, and my God.

13
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4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still

praising thee.

5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose
heart are the ways of them.

6 Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well;
the rain also tilleth the pools.

7 They go from strength to strength, every one of them in

Zion appeareth hefore God.

8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of

Jacob.

9 Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine

anointed.

10 For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in

the tents of wickedness.

11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield : the Lord will Hve
grace and glory: no good thiny will he withhold from them that

walk uprightly.

12 O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.

The Lord loveth the gates of Zionis^

PSALM LXXXV1I.\ TJIS foundation is in the holy mountains.

/ n 2 The

more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

3 Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.

4 I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that

know me: behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Etiiiopia; this man
was born there.

5 And of Zion it shall be said. This and that man was born
in her: and the highest himself shall establish her.

6 The Lord shall count, when he writeth up the people, that

this man was born there.

7 As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be

there: all my springs are in thee.
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LESSON XVII.

PSALPil XC.\ T ORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all

/ Jj generations.

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou

harlst formed the eartli and the world, even from everlasting to

everlasting, thou art God.

3 Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye
children of men.

4 For a thousand years in thy sight are hut as yesterday
when it is past, and as a watch in the night.

5 Thou earnest them away as with a flood; they are as a

sleep : in the morning tJiey are like grass which groweth up.

6 In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the even-

inof it is cut down, and withereth.

7 For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath

are we troubled.

8 Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in

the light of thy countenance.

9 For all our days are passed away in thy wrath : we spend
our years as a tale tliat is told.

10 The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if

by reason of strength the>i be fourscore years, yet is their strength
labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut oft', and we fly away.

1 1 Who knoweth the power of thine anger 1 even according
to thy fear, so is thy wrath.

12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our

hearts unto wisdom.

13 Return, O Lord, how long? and let it repent thee con-

cerning thy servants.

14 satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice

and be glad all our days.

15 Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast

afl&icted us, a7id the years ivherein we have seen evil.

16 Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory
unto their children.

17 And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and

establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of

our hands establish thou it.
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LESSON XVIII.

PSALM XCI.\ TJE that dwelleth in the secret place of the

Xl most High shall abide under tlie shadow of

the Almighty.
2 I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress :

my God; in him will I trust.

3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler,

and from the noisome pestilence.

4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings
shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for

the arrow that flieth by day;

6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for

the destruction tliat wasteth at noonday.

7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy

right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.

8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward

of the wicked.

9 Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even

the most High, thy habitation;

10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague
come nigh tliy dwelling.

11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee

in all thy ways.

1 2 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy
foot against a stone.

1.3 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion

and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.

14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I

deliver him : I will set him on high, because he hath known my
name.

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I tvlll be

with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.

16 With long life will I satisfy him, and show him my salva-

tion.
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LESSON XIX.

PSALM XCV.^ A COME, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make

/ VJ a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.

2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and

make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.

3 For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all

gods.

4 In his hand are the deep places of the earth : the strength
of the hills is his also.

5 The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the

dry land.

6 come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before

the Lord our maker.

7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice,

8 Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in

the day of temptation in the wilderness :

9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my
work.

10 Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and

said. It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not

known ray ways:
11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not

enter into my rest.

PSALM C.) l/TAKE a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.

J -i-'J- 2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before

his presence with singing.

3 Know ye that the Lord he is God : it is he that hath made

us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his

pasture.

4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts

with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his

truth endureth to all generations.



182 SCRIPTURE READINGS.

LESSON XX.

PSALM CHI.
I "DLESS the Lord, O my soul: and all that is

\ J3 within me, bless his holy name.

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:

3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ;
who healeth all thy dis-

eases
;

4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth
thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy
youth is renewed like the eagle's.

6 The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment for all

that are oppressed.

7 He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the

children of Israel,

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and

plenteous in mercy.

9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger
for ever.

10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded

us according to our iniquities.

11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his

mercy toward them that fear him.

12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed
our transgressions from us.

13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth

them that fear him.

14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are

dust.

15 As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field,

so he flourisheth.

16 For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place
thereof shall know it no more.

17 But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever-

lasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto chil-

dren's children;

18 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember

his commandments to do them.
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19 The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and

his kingdom ruleth over alL

20 Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that

do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.

21 Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his,

that do his pleasure.

22 Bless the Lord, all his works in all places of his dominion:

bless the Lord, my soul.

LESSON XXL

PSALM CIV.\ "pLESS the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God,

/ J3 thou art very great; thou art clothed with

honour and majesty.

2 "Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who
stretchest out the heavens like a curtain :

3 Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: who
maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh ui:)on the wings of

the wind :

4 Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:

5 Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be

removed for ever.

6 Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the

waters stood above the mountains.

7 At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they
hasted away.

8 They go up by the mountains
; they go down by the valleys

unto the place which thou hast founded for them.

9 Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over; that

they turn not again to cover the earth.

10 He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among
the hills.

11 They give drink to every beast of the field: the wild asses

quench their thirst.

12 By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habita-

tion, which sing among the branches.

13 He watereth the hills from his chambers: the earth is

satisfied with the fruit of thy works.
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14 He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the

service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth;

15 And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to

make liis face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth man's
heart.

16 The trees of the Lord are full of sap; the cedars of Leba-

non, which he hath planted;

17 Where the birds make their nests: as for the stork, the
fir trees are her house.

18 The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats; and the

rocks for the conies.

1 9 He appointed the moon for seasons : the sun knoweth his

going down.

20 Thou makest darkness, and it is night: wherein all the
beasts of the forest do creep forth.

21 The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat
from God.

22 The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, and lay
them down in their dens.

23 ]Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the

evening.

24 O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in wisdom hast
thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches.

25 So is this great and wide sea, wherein fl7*e things creeping
innumerable, both small and great beasts.

26 There go the ships: there is that leviathan, whom thou
hast made to play therein.

27 These wait all upon thee
;
that thou mayest give them

their meat in due season.

28 That thou givest them they gather: thou openest thine

hand, they are filled with good.

29 Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled : thou takest away
their breath, they die, and return to their dust.

30 Thou seudest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou
renewest the face of the earth.

31 The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever: the Lord
shall rejoice in his works.

32 He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: he touchetb
the hills, and they smoke.
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33 I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I wiU sing

praise to my God while I have my being.

34 My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in

the Lord.

35 Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the

wicked be no more. Bless thou the Lord, O my soul. Praise

ye the Lord.

LESSON XXII.

PSALM CV.\ A GIVE thanks unto the Lord; call upon his

1-22. / \J name: make known his deeds among the

people.

2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his

wondrous works.

3 Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice
that seek the Lord.

4 Seek the Lord, and his strength: seek his face evermore,

5 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his

wonders, and the judgments of his mouth;
6 O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his

chosen.

7 He is the Lord our God : his judgments are in all the earth.

8 He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which

he commanded to a thousand generations.

9 Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto

Isaac ;

10 And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to

Israel/or an everlasting covenant:

1 1 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot

of your inheritance :

12 When they were hut a few men in number; yea, very few,

and strangers in it.

13 When they went from one nation to another, from one

kingdom to another people;

14 He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved
kinss for their sakes;

15 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no

harm.
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1 6 Moreover lie called for a famine upon the land : he brake
the whole staff of bread.

17 He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for

a servant:

18 Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron:

1 9 Until the time that his word came : the word of the Lord
tried him.

20 The king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people,
and let him go free.

21 lie made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his sub-

stance :

22 To bind his princes at his pleasure; and teach his senators
wisdom.

LESSON XXIII.

PSA' !VI

CV.|
TSRAEL also came into Egypt; and Jacob so-

23-4-5. J X journed in the land of Ham.
24 And he increased his people greatly; and made them

stronger than their enemies.

25 He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly
with his servants.

26 He sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom he had
chosen.

27 They shewed his signs among them, and wonders in the

land of Ham.

28 He sent darkness, and made it dark; and they rebelled

not against his word.

29 He turned their waters into blood, and slew their fish.

30 Their land brought forth frogs in abundance, in the cham-
bers of their kings.

31 He spake, and there came divers sorts of flies, and lice in

all their coasts.

32 He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land.

33 He smote their vines also and their fig trees; and brake
the trees of their coasts.

34 He spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillers, and that

without number,
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35 And did eat up all tlie herbs in their land, and devoured

the fruit of their ground.

36 He smote also all the firstborn in their land, the chief of

all their strength.

37 He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and
there was not one feel)le person among tlieir tribes.

38 Egypt was glad when they departed : for the fear of them
fell upon them.

39 He spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in

the night.

40 7'he people asked, and he brought quails, and satisfied

them with the bread of heaven.

41 He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out; they ran

in the dry places like a river.

42 For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his

servant.

43 And he brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen

with gladness:

44 And gave them the lands of the heathen: and they in-

herited the labour of the people;

45 That they might observe his statutes, and keep his laws.

Praise ye the Lord.

LESSON XXIV.

PSALM CXVI.l T LOYE the Lord, because he hath heard my
/ _L voice and my supplications.

2 Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I

call upon him as long as I I've.

3 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell

gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow.

4 Then called I upon the name of the Lord; O Lord, I be-

seech thee, deliver my soul.

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our God is

merciful.

6 The Lord preserveth tlie simple: I was brought low, and
he helped me.

7 Keturn unto thy rest, my soul; for the Lord hath dealt

bountifully with thee. •
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8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from

tears, and my feet from falling.

9 I will walk before the Loiin in the land of the living.

10 1 helieved, therefore have I spoken : I was greatly afflicted :

111 said in my haste. All men are liars.

12 What shall I render unto the Lord /or all his benefits to-

ward nie?

13 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name
of the Lord.

14 1 will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of

all his people.

15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.

16 Lord, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and
the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.

17 I wi'l oiler to thee the sacrifice of thanksitivinir, and will

call upon the name of the Lord.

18 I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of

all his people,

19 In the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of thee,
Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord.

LESSON XXV.

PSALM CXIX.\ pLKSSED are the undefiled in the way, who
1-24. / JD walk in the law of the Lord.

2 lilesscd are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek

him with the whole heart.

3 They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.
4 Thou hast connnanded us to keep thy precepts diligently.

5 O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!

6 Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all

thy commanduH'uts.

7 I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall

have learned thy righteous judgments.
8 I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly.

9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking
heed thereto according to tliy word.
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10 "With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not

wander from thy commandments.

1 1 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin

against thee.

12 Blessed art thou, Lord: teach me thy statutes.

13 With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy

mouth.

1-4 1 have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as

in all riches.

15 1 will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy

ways.
16 I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy

woi'd.

17 Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and

keep thy word.

18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things

out of thy law.

19 I am a stranger in the earth: hide not thy commandments

from me.

20 jNIy soul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto thy

judgments at all times.

21 Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, which do

err from thy commandments.

22 Remove from oe reproach and contempt; for I have kept

thy testimonies.

23 Princes also did sit and speak against me: but thy servant

did meditate in thy statutes.

24 Thy testimomes also are my delight a7id my counsellors.

LESSON XXVI.

PSALM CXLV.\ T WILL extol thee, my God, O king; and I

JL will bless thy name for ever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for

ever and ever.

3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and his great-

ness is unsearchable.
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4 One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall

declare thy mighty acts.

5 I will speak of the glorions honour of thy majesty, and of

thy wondrous works.

6 And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and
I will declare thy greatness.

7 They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great good-

ness, and shall sing of thy righteousness.

8 The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger,
and of great mercy.

9 The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over

all his works.

10 All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints

shall bless thee.

1 1 They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of

thy power;
12 To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and

the glorious majesty of his kingdom.

13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion

endureth throughout all generations.

14 The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all tJiose

that he bowed down.

15 The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them
their meat in due season.

16 Thou opeuest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every

living thing.

17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his

works.

18 The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all

that call upon him in truth.

19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also

will hear their cry, and will ^ave them.

20 Tlie Lord preserveth all them that love him : but all the

wicked will he destroy.

21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all

flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.
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LESSON XXVII.

PROVERBS I.) 1\TY son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.

10-23. j ITX 11 If they say, Come with us, let us lay
wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause:

12 Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as

those that go down into the pit:

13 We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our
houses with spoil:

14 Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse:
15 My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy

foot from their path:

IG For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood.

17 Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird.

18 And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily
for their own lives.

19 So are the v/ays of every one that is greedy of gain; lohich

taketh away the life of the owners thereof.

20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the
streets :

21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openinos
of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the
scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge ?

23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit
unto you, I will make known my words unto you.

LESSON XXVIII.

PROVERBS \\A IfY son, if thou wilt receive my words, and
} 1*X hide my commandments with thee;

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine
heart to understanding;

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice
for understanding;

4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for
hid treasures;
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5 Then shalt tlmu understand the fear of the Lord, and find

the knowledge of God.

6 For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh

knowledge and understanding.

7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a

buckler to them that walk uprightly.

8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way
of his saints.

9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment,
and equity; yea, every good path.

10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge
is pleasant unto thy soul;

11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep
thee:

12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil vian, from the

man tJiat speaketh freward things;

13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways
of darkness;

14 Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of

the wicked
;

15 Whose ways are crooked, and tliey froward in their paths:

16 To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the

stranger vjldch flattereth with her words;

17 Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth
the covenant of her God.

18 For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto

the dead.

19 None that go unto her return again, neither take they
hold of the patlis of life.

20 That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep
the paths of the righteous.

21 For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect
shall remain in it.

22 But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the

transgressors shall be rooted out of it.
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LESSON XXIX.

PROVERBS III.\ 11 fY son, despise not the chastening of the

11-35. / ItX Lord; neither be weary of his correction;

12 For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father

the son in ivhom he delighteth.

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that

getteth understanding.

14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise

of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.

15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou

canst desire are not to be compared unto her.

16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand
riches and honour.

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are

peace.

18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and

happy is every one that retaineth her.

19 The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth; by under-

standing hath he established the heavens.

20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds

drop down the dew.

21 My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound
wisdom and discretion :

22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck.

23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall

not stumble.

24 When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou

shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.

25 Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of

the wicked, when it cometh.

26 For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy
foot from being taken.

27 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it

is in the power of thine hand to do it.

28 Say not unto thy neighbour. Go, and come again, and to

morrow 1 will give; when thou hast it by thee.

14
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29 Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelJeth

securely by thee.

30 Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee

no harm.

31 Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of liis ways.

32 For the froward is abomination to the Lord: but his secret

is with the righteous.

33 The curse of the Lord is in the house of tlie wicked: but

he blesseth the habitation of the just.

34 Surely he scorneth the scorners : but he giveth grace unto

the lowly.

35 The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the pro-

motion of fools.

LESSON XXX.

PROVERBS IV. 1 TJEAR, ye children, the instruction of a father,

/ XT and attend to know understanding.

2 Foi I give you good doctrine, foi'sake ye not my law.

3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the

sight of my mother.

4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart re-

tain my words: keep my commandments, and live.

5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither de-

cline from the words of my mouth.

6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee : love hei", and

she shall keep thee.

7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and

with all thy getting get understanding.

8 Exalt lier, and she shall promote thee: "she shall bring thee

to honour, when thou dost embrace her.

9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown

of glory shall she deliver to thee.

10 Hear, C) my son, and receive my sayings; and the years
of thy life shall be many.

Ill have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee

in right paths.

12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and

when thou runuest, thou shalt not stumble,
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13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her;
for she is thy life.

14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the

way of evil men.

15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pasa away.
16 For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and

their sleep is taken away, unless they cause soone to fall.

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine
of violence.

18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth

more and more unto the perfect day.

19 The way of the wicked is as .darkness: they know not at

what they stumble.

20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my
sayings.

21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the

midst of thine heart.

22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to

all their flesh.

23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the

issues of life.

24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips

put far from thee.

25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look

strais^ht before thee.

26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be estab-

lished.

27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy
foot from evil.-

LESSON XXXL
PROVERBS

Vl.| pO to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her

6-23. / vJT ways, and be wise:

7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,

8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food

in the harvest.

9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard ? when wilt thou

arise out of thy sleep ?
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10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the

hands to sleep:

11 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy
want as an armed man.

12 A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward

mouth.

13 He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he

teacheth with his fingers;

14 Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continu-

ally; he soweth discord.

15 Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall

he be broken without remedy.

16 These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an
abomination unto him :

17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed inno-

cent blood,
18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be

swift in running to mischief,

19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth dis-

cord among brethren.

20 My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not

the law of thy mother:

21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them
about thy neck.

22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest,
it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with
thee.

23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light;
and reproofs of instruction are the way of life.

LESSON XXXIL

PROVERBS VIII.'I "TvOTH not wisdom cry? and understanding
1-17. / \J put forth her voice?

2 She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the

places of the patlis.

3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the

coming in at the doors.
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4 Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of

man.

5 O ye simple, understand wisdom : and, ye fools, be ye of an

understanding heart.

6 Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the open-

ing of my lips shall be right things.

7 For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an
abomination to my lips.

8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is

nothing froward or perverse in them.

9 They a7'e all plain to him that understandeth, and right to

them that find knowledge.
10 Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge

rather than choice gold.

11 For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that

may be desired are not to be compared to it.

12 1 wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of

witty inventions.

13 The fear of the Lord is to hate evil : pride, and arrogancy,
and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.

14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding;
I have strength.

15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.

16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the

earth.

17 1 love them that love me; and those that seek me early
shall find me.

LESSON XXXIII.

PROVERBS
VIII.| piCHES and honour are with me; yea, dur-

18-36. / iX able riches and righteousness.

19 j\Ty fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my
revenue than choice silver.

20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the

paths of judgment:
21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance;

and I will fill their treasures.
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22 The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before

his works of old.

23 I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever

the earth was.

24 When there were no depths, I was brouglit forth; when
there were no fountains abounding with water.

25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I

brought forth:

26 While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields,

nor the highest part of the dust of the world.

27 When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set

a compass upon the face of the depth :

28 When he established the clouds above: when he strength-
ened the fountains of the deep:

29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should

not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations

of the earth :

30 Tlien I was by him, as one brought up imth him: and I

was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him
;

31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my de-

lights were with the sons of men.

32 Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed

are they that keep my ways.

33 Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not.

34 Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my
gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.

35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour

of the Lord.

36 But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul:

all they that hate me love death.

LESSON XXXIV.

PROVERBS X.\ rpHE proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh

|_22. / X a glad father: but a foolish sou w the heavi-

ness of his mother.

2 Treasures of wickedness px-ofit nothing: but righteousness

delivereth from death.
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3 The Lord will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish :

but he casteth away the substance of the wicked.

4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the

hand of the diligent maketh rich.

5 He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that

sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.

6 Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence cover-

eth the mouth of the wicked,

7 The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the

wicked shall rot.

8 The wise in heart will receive commandments : but a prat-

ins: fool shall fall.

9 He that walketh uprightly walketh surely : but he that per-

verteth his ways shall be known.

10 He that wiuketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prat-

ing fool shall fall.

11 The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but vio-

lence covereth the mouth of the wicked.

12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.

13 In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is

found : but a rod is for the back of him that is void of under-

standing.

14 Wise vien lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish

is near destruction.

15 The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction

of the poor is their poverty,

1 6 The labour of the righteous tendeth to life : the fruit of the

wicked to sin.

17 He is in the way of life that keepth instruction: but he

that refuseth reproof erreth,

18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth

a slander, is a fool,

19 In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he

that refraineth his lips is wise.

20 The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the

wicked is little worth.

21 The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for

want of wisdom.

22 The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth

no sorrow with it.
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LESSON XXXV.

."I rpHERE is a way which seemeth right unto

/ JL a man, but the end thereof are the ways

PROVERBS XIV.

12-34.

of death.

13 Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of

that mirth is heaviness.

14 The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways:
and a good man shall be satisfied from himself.

15 The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man
looketh well to his going.

1 6 A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil : but the fool

rageth, and is confident.

17 He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of

wicked devices is hated.

18 The simple inherit folly: but the prudent are crowned

with knowledge.

1 9
~

The evil bow before the good ;
and the wicked at the gates

of the righteous.

20 The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the rich

hath many friends.

21 He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath

mercy on the poor, happy is he.

22 Do they not err that devise evil ? but mercy and truth

shall be to them tliat devise good.

23 In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tend-

eth only to penury.

24 The crown of the wise is their riches: but the foolishness

of fools is folly.

25 A true witness delivereth souls: but a deceitful witness

speaketh lies.

26 In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: and his chil-

dren shall have a place of refuge.

27 The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart from

the snares of death.

28 In the multitude of people is the king's honour: but in

the want of people is the destruction of the prince.

29 He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding: but lie

tliat is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.
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30 A sound heart is the life of the j&esh : but envy the rotten-

ness of the bones.

31 He tliat oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but

he that lionouretli him hath mercy on the poor.

32 The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the

righteous hath hope in his death.

33 Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understand-

ing:- but that wliich is in the midst of fools is made known.

34 Righteousness exalteth a nation : but sin is a reproach to

any people.

LESSON XXXVI.

PROVERBS XV. \ A SOFT answer turneth a^vay wrath: but

1-17. / A. grievous words stir up anger.

2 The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the

mouth of fools poureth out foolishness.

3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil

and the good.

4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness
therein is a breacli in tlie spirit.

5 A fool despiseth his father's instruction: but he that re-

gardeth reproof is prudent.

6 In the house of the righteous is much treasure : but in the

revenues of the wicked is trouble.

7 The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of

the foolish doeth not so.

8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord :

but the prayer of the upright is his delight.

9 The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the Lord:
but he loveth him that followeth after righteousness.

10 Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way:
and he that hatetli reproof shall die.

11 Hell and destruction are before the Lord : how much more
then the hearts of the children of men %

1 2 A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him : neither will

he go unto the wise.

13 A merry heart malieth a cheerful countenance; but by
sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.
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14 The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh know-

ledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness.

15 All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a

merry lieart Itatli a continual feast.

16 Better is little with the fear of the Lord than great treas-

ure and trouble therewith.

17 Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled

ox and hatred therewith.

LESSON XXXVIL

PROVERBS XVI. 'I rpHE preparations of the heart in man, ana
1-20. / X the answer of the tongue, ?'s from the Lord.

2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the

Lord weigheth tlie spirits.

3 Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall

be established.

4 The Lord hath made all things for himself: yea, even the

wicked for the day of evil.

5 Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the

Lord: though hand
j'oj'ri

in hand, he shall not be uuj^unished.

6 By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of

the Lord men depart from evil.

7 When a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh even his

enemies to be at peace with him.

8 Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues
without right.

9 A man's heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth

his steps.

10 A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: his mouth

transgresseth not in judgment,
11 A just weight and balance are the Lord's: all the weights

of the bag are his work.

12 /^ is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for

the throne is established by righteousness,

13 Highteous lips are the delight of kings; and they love him
that speaketh right.

14 The wi-ath of a king is as messengers of death: but a wise

man wiD pacify it.
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15 Tn the li^ht of the king's countenance is life; and his

favour is as a cloud of the latter rain.

16 How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to

get under-standing rather to be chosen than silver!

17 The higliway of the upright is to depart from evil: he

that keepeth his way preserveth his soul.

18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit be-

fore a fall.

19 Better it is to bp. of an humble spirit with the lowly, than

to divide the spoil with the proud.

20 He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and

whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he.

LESSON XXXVIII.

PROVERBS XVII.\ "HETTER is a dry morsel, and quietness

1-25. / JL) therewith, than an house full of sacri-

fices with strife.

2 A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth

shame, and shall have part of the inheritance among the brethren.

3 The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold : but

the Lord trieth the hearts.

4 A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips ;
and a liar giveth

ear to a naughty tongue.

5 Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker: a7id he

that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.

6 Children's children are the crown of old men; and the glory

of children are their fathers.

7 Excellent speech becometh not a fool : much less do lying

lips a prince.

8 A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath

it: whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth.

9 He that covereth a transgression seeketh love
;
but he that

repeateth a matter separateth very friends.

10 A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred

stripes into a fool.

11 An evil man seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cruel

messenger shall be sent against him.
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12 Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than
a fool in his folly.

13 Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from
his house.

14 The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water:
therefore leave off contention, before it l)e meddled with.

15 He that justitieth the wicked, and he that condemneth
the just, even they both are abomination to the Lord.

16 Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get
wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it?

17 A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for

adversity.

18 A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh

surety in the presence of his friend.

19 He loveth transgression that loveth strife: and he that
exalteth his gate seeketh destruction.

20 He that hath a froward heart findeth no good: and he
that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mischief.

21 He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow: and the
father of a fool hath no joy.

22 A meriy heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken

spirit drieth the bones.

23 A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom to pervert
the ways of judgment.

24 Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the

eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth.

25 A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her
that bare him.

LESSON XXXIX.

PROVERBS XX.\ W^"^^ ^^ ^ mocker, strong drink is raging:
1-13. / TT and whosoever is deceived thereby is

not wise.

2 The fear of a king is as tlie roaring of a lion: whoso pro-
voketh him to anger sinneth against his own soul.

3 It is an honour for a man to cease fi'om strife: but every
fool will be meddling.
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4 The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold
; therefore

shall he beg in harvest, and leave nothing.

5 Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water
;
but a man

of understanding will draw it out.

6 Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a

faithful man who can find 1

7 The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are

blessed after him.

8 A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth

away all evil witii his eyes.

9 Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from

my sin 1

10 Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are

alike abomination to the Lord.

1 1 Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be

pure, and whether it be right.

12 The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the Lobd hath made
even both of them.

13 Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes,

and thou shalt be satisfied with bread.

PROVERBS XXIII. \ WHO hath woe? who hath sorrow? who
29-35. j VV hath contentions? who hath babbling^

who hath wounds without cause 1 who hath redness of eyes %

30 They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek

mixed wine.

31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giv-

eth his colour in the cup, lolten it movetli itself aright.

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an

adder,

33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart

shall utter perverse things.

34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of

the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.

35 They have sti'icken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick;

they have beaten me, and I felt it not : when shall I awake ? I

will seek it yet again.
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LESSON XL.

PR0VER3S XXIV. \ TF thou forbear to deliver them that are

11_34. J X drawn unto death, and those that are

ready to be slain;

12 If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that

pondereth the heart consider it ? and he that keepeth thy soul,

doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man ac-

cording to his works %

13 My son, eat thou honey, because it is good ;
and the honey-

comb, ivhich is sweet to thy taste :

14 So shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul: when

thou hast found it, then there shall be a reward, and thy expec-

tation shall not be cut off.

15 Lay not wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the

righteous; spoil not his resting place:

16 For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again:

but the wicked shall fall into mischief.

17 Pv,eioice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine

heart be glad when he stumbleth :

18 Lest the Lord see it, and it displease him, and he turn

away his wrath from him.

19 Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou en-

vious at the wicked;

20 For theie shall be no reward to the evil man; the candle

of the wicked shall be put out.

21 My son, fear thou the Lord and the king: and meddle not

with them that are given to change :

22 For their calamity shall rise suddenly; and who knoweth

the ruin of theui both^

23 These things also belong to the wise. It is not good to

have respect of persons in judgment.

24 He that saith unto the wicked, Thou art righteous; him

shall the people curse, nations shall abhor him :

25 But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, and a good

blessing shall come upon them.

26 Every man shall kiss his lips that giveth a right answer.

27 Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in

the field; and afterwards build thine house.
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28 Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause;

and deceive not with thy lips.

29 Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me: I will

render to the man according to his work.

30 I went by the tield of the slothful, and by the vineyard of

the man void of understanding;

31 And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles

had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was

broken down.

32 Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and
received instruction.

33 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the

hands to sleep:

34 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy
want as an armed man.

LESSON XLI.

PROVERBS XXXI. I "W^^ ^^" ^"^ ^ virtuous woman? for her

10-31. / VY price is far above rubies.

11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that

he shall have no need of spoil.

12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.

13 She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her

hands.

14 She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food

from afar.

15 She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to

her household, and a portion to her maidens.

16 She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fi'uit of

her hands she planteth a vineyard.

17 She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth
her arms.

18 She perceiveth that her merchandise is good : her candle

goeth not out by night.

19 She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold

the distaff".

20 She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth

forth her hands to the needy.



208 SCRIPTURE READINGFi.

21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all

her household are clothed with scai-let.

22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is

silk and purple.

23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among
the elders of the land.

24 She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles

unto the merchant.

25 Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall re-

joice in time to come.

26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue
is the law of kindness.

27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth

not the bread of idleness.

28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed
;
her husband

also, and he praiseth her.

29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest

them all.

30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: hut a woman that

feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works

praise her in the gates.

LESSON XLII.

ECCLESIASTES XI.) mRULY the light is sweet, and a pleasant

7-1 0. /J- thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun :

8 But if a man live many years, awl rejoice in them all; yet

let him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many.
All that cometli is vanity.

9 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart

cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of

thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes : but know thou, that

for all these things God will bring thee into judgment.

10 Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away
evil from thy flesh : for childhood and youth are vanity.

ECCLESIASTES XII. \ pEMEMBER now thy Creator in the

/ li days of thy youth, while the evil days

come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have

no pleasure in thein;
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2 While the sun, or the liirht, or the moon, or the stars, be

not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:

3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble,
and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grindei-s cease

because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be

darkened,

4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound
of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the

bird, and all the daughters of niusick shall V)e brought low;

5 Also when they shall be afraid of tJuit which is high, and
fears shall he in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and
the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because
man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the

streets :

6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be

broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel
broken at the cistern.

7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the

spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

8 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.

9 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still

taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought
out, and set in order many proverbs.

10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and
that which was written was upright, even words of tiuth.

11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened

by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd.

12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making
many books tliere is no end; and much study is a weariness of

the flesh.

13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it he evil.

LESSON XLIII.

ISAIAH l.\
rriHE vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he

1-20. I X saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the

days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

15
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2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath

spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have
rebelled against me.

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib:

but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of

evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the

Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger,

they are gone away backward.

5 Why should ye be stricken any more 1 ye will revolt more
and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no
soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores:

they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified

with ointment.

7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire:

your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate,
as overthrown by strangers.

8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard,
as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city.

9 Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small

remnant, we should have been as Sodom, ayid we should have
been like unto Gomorrah.

10 Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear

unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto

met saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt ofierings of rams,
and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bul-

locks, or of lambs, or of he goats.

12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required
this at your hand, to tread my courts 1

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination

unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies,
I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth:

they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine

eyes from you : yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear :

your hands are full of blood.
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16 "Wasli you, make you clean; put away the evil of your

doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;

17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed,

judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:

though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;

though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the

land :

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the

sword : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

LESSON XLIV.

ISAIAH II. \ rpHE word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw con-

/ X cerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the moun-
tain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the

mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations

shall flow unto it.

3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths:
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.

4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke

many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares;
and their spears into pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up sword

against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of

the Lord.

6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob,
because they be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers
like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children

of strangers.

7 Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there

any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses,

neither is there any end of their chariots :
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8 Their land also is full of idols; tliey worship the work of

their own hands, that which their own fingers have made:

9 And the mean man boweth down, and the great man hum-
bleth himself: therefore forgive them not.

10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of

the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty.

11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the- haughti-
ness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be
exalted in that day.

12 For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one
that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and
he shall be brought low:

13 And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and
lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan,

14 And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills

that are lifted up,

15 And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall,

16. And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all the pleas-
ant pictui'es.

17 And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the

haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the Lord alone shall

be exalted in that day.

18 And the idols he shall utterly abolish.

19 And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the

caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his

majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

20 In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his

idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to worship,
to the moles and to the bats;

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of

the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his

majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

22 Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for

wherein is he to be accounted of 1
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LESSON XLV.

ISAIAH VI.
I
TN the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the

j JL Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up,
and his train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings;
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his

feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said. Holy, holy, holy, is

the Lord of hosts : the whole earth is full of his glory.

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that

cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of un-
clean lips : for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.

6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal

in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from ofl' the altar :

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin

purged.

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I

send, and who will go for us 1 Then said I, Here am I
;
send me.

9 And he said. Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears

heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and con-

vert, and be healed.

11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered. Until
the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without
man, and the land be utterly desolate,

12 And the Lord have removed men far away, and there be

a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

13 But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and
shall be eaten : as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is

in them, when they cast t/ielr leaves: so the holy seed shall be the
substance thereof.
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LESSON XLVI.

ISAIAH IX.

1-7. }NNEVERTHELESS
the dimness shall not he such

as was in her vexation, when at the tirst he

lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Xaphtali,
and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the

sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.

2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light:

they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined.

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy:
'

they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men

rejoice when they divide the spoil.

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff

of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian.

5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and

garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel

of fire.

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall

be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlast-

ing Father, The Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be

no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to

order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from

henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will per-
form this.

ISAIAH XI. \ k ND there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of

/ XjL Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots :

2 And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit

of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spii'it

of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord;

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of

the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes,

neither reprove after the hearing of his ears :

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the

earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips

shall he slay the wicked.
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5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faith-

fulness the girdle of his reins.

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and

the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones

shall lie down together : and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den.

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain :

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the

waters cover the sea.

10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall

stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek:

and his rest shall be glorious.

1 1 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall

set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his

people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and

from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar,

and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.

12 And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall

assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed

of Judah from the four corners of the earth.

13 The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries

of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and

Judah shall not vex Ephraim.

14 But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines

toward the west; they shall spoil them of the east together: they
shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the children of

Ammon shall obey them.

15 And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the

Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand

over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make
men go over dryshod.

16 And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his

people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel

in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.
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LESSON XLVII.

ISAIAH XXXV. \ rpHE wilderness and the solitary place shall be

/ \- glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice,

and blossom as the rose.

2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and

singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excel-

lency of Carrael and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord,
and the excellency of our God.

3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.

4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not:

behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a

recompence; he will come and save you.

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of

the deaf shall be unstopped.

6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of

the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and
streams in the desert.

7 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty
land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each

lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.

8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be

called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it;

but it shall he for those : the wayfaring men, though fools, shall

not err therein.

9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up
thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk

there:

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to

Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall

obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

LESSON XLVIII.

ISAIAH XL.\ A ZION, that bringest good tidings, get thee up
9-31. j yj into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that

bringeth good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up,
be not afraid

; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God !
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10 Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and
his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward is with him, and
his work before him.

11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : he shall gather the
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently
lead those that are with young.

12 Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand,
and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust
of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales,
and the hills in a balance %

13 Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his

counsellor hath taught him ?

14 With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and
taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge,
and shewed to him the way of understanding ?

15 Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are
counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up
the isles as a very little thing.

16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts
thereof sufficient for a burnt ofi'ering.

17 All nations before him are as nothing; and they are
counted to him less than nothing, and vanity.

18 To whom then will ye liken God ? or what likeness will ye
compare unto him 1

19 The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith
spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains.

20 He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation choos-

eth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning work-
man to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved.

21 Have ye not known 1 have ye not heard % hath it not been
told you from the beginning % have ye not understood from the
foundations of the earth %

22 It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the

heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell
in:

23 That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the

judges of the earth as vanity.

24 Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be
sown : yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth : and he
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shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirl-

wind shall take them away as stubble.

25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal 1 saith

the Holy One.

26 Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created

these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth

them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is

strong in power; not one faileth.

27 Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My
way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from

my God 1

28 Hast thou not known 1 hast thou not heard, that the ever-

lasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
fainteth not, neither is weary 1 there is no searching of his under-

standing.

29 He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no

might he increaseth strength.

30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young
men shall utterly fall :

31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their

strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall

run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

LESSON XLIX.

ISAIAH Lll.\ TTOW beautiful upon the mountains are the feet

7-15. / Xl of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub-
lisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth
salvation

;
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth !

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice to-

gether shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the

Lord shall bring again Zion.

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of

Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted his people, he hath re-

deemed Jerusalem.

10 The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all

the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation

of our God.

1 1 Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no un-
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clean thing; go ye out of tlie midst of hei'; be ye clean, that bear

the vessels of the Lord.

1 2 For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight : for

the Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your
rereward.

13 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be ex-

alted and extolled, and be very high.

1 4 As many were astonied at thee
;
his visage was so marred

more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men :

15 So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut

their mouths at him : for that which had not been told them shall

they see; and that which they had not heard shall, they consider.

ISAIAH LIII.\ 1T7H0 hath believed our report 1 and to whom is

J VV the arm of the Lord revealed?

2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as

a root out of a dry ground : he hath no form nor comeliness; and

when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire

him.

3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and

acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him;
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:

yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But he ivas wounded for our transgressions, he tvas bruised

for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him;
and with his stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity

of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not

his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a

sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who
shall declare his generation 1 for he was cut off out of the land of

the living : for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich

in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any
deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him
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to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of

the Lord shall prosper in his hand,

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satis-

fied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many;
for he shall bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and
he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured
out his soul unto death : and he was numbered with the trans-

gressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for

the transgressors.

LESSON L.

ISAIAH LV.^l TJO, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the

/ JLL waters, and he that hath no money ;
come ye,

buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price.

2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread %

•and your labour for that which satisfieth not ? hearken diligently
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight
itself in fatness.

3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul
shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
even the sure mercies of David.

4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a
leader and commander to the people.

5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and
nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the
Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glori-
fied thee.

6 Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him
while he is near:

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man
his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will

have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the Lord.
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9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven,
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it

bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and
bread to the eater:

11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it

shall not return u.nto me void, but it shall accomplish that which

I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace:
the moimtains and the hills shall break forth before you into

singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and in-

stead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree : and it shall be

to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be

cut off.

LESSON LI.

ISAIAH LX.\ A RISE, shine; for thy light is come, and the

j j\_ glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.

2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people : but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his

glory shall be seen upon thee.

3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the

brightness of thy rising.

4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather
themselves together, they come to thee : thy sons shall come from

far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.

5 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall

fear, and be enlarged ;
because the abundance of the sea shall be

converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto

thee.

6 The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries

of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall

bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of

the Lord.

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee,

the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee : they shall come
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up with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of

8 Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their

windows ?

9 Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish

first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and tlieir gold with

them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy One
of Israel, because he hath glorified thee.

10 And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and

their kings shall minister unto thee: for in my wrath I smote

thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee.

11 Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall

not be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee the

forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may he brought.

12 For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall

perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.

13 The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree,

the pine tree, and the box togetlier, to beautify the place of my
sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious.

14 The sons also of them that afilicted thee shall come bend-

ing unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow them-

selves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee. The

city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

15 Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no

man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a

joy of many generations.

16 Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt

suck the breast of kings: and thou slialt know that I the Lord

am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

17 For brass I will biing gold, and for iron I will bring silver,

and for wood brass, and for stones iron: I will also make thy
ofticers peace, and thine exactors righteousness.

18 Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor

destruction within thy bordei's; but thou shalt call thy walls Sal-

vation, and thy gates Praise.

19 The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for

brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the Lord
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.

20 Thy sun shall no mox-e go down; neither shall thy moon
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withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light,

and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.

21 Thy people also shall he all righteous: they shall inherit

the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my
hands, that I may be glorified.

22 A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a

stronc nation : I the Lord will hasten it in his time.

LESSON LII.

JEREMIAH XXXIII. 1 A NI> I will cause the captivity of Judah

7-26. j IJl and the captivity of Israel to return,

and will build them, as at the first.

8 And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby

they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniqui-

ties, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have trans-

gressed against me.

9 And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour

before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good
that I do unto them : and they shall fear and tremble for all the

goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.

10 Thus saith the Lord; Again there shall be heard in this

place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and without

beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem,
that are desolate, without man, and without inhabitant, and with-

out beast,

11 The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of

the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that

shall say, Piaise the Lord of hosts : for the Lord is good ;
for his

mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacri-

fice of praise into the house of the Lord. For I will cause to

return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the Lord.

12 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Again in this place, which

is desolate without man and without beast, and in all the cities

thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks

to lie down.

13 In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and

in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the

places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks
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pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the

Lord.

14 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will perform
that good thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel

and to the house of Judah.

15 In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch
of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute

judgment and righteousness in the land.

16 In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall

dwell safely: and this 'is the name wherewith she shall be called,

The Lord our righteousness.

17 For thus saith the Lord; David shall never want a man
to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel;

18 Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before

me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to

do sacrifice continually.

19 And the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, saying,

20 Thus saith the Lord; If ye can break my covenant of the

day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be

day and night in their season;

21 Then may also my covenant be broken with David my
servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne;
and with the Levites the priests, my ministers.

22 As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the

sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of David

my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me.

23 Moreover the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying,

24 Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying,
The two families which the Lord hath chosen, he hath even cast

them offi thus they have despised my people, that they should

be no more a nation before them.

25 Thus saith the Lord
;
If my covenant he not with day and

night, and ifl have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and
earth

;

26 Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my
servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers over

the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their

captivity to return, and have mercy on them.
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LESSON LIII.

EZEKIEL XXXVI.\ rpHEREFORE say unto the house of Israel,

22-38. j 1 Thus saith the Lord God; I do not this

for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake,

which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went.

23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned

among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them
;

and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord

God, when I shall be sanctihed in you before their eyes.

24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather

you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.

25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall

be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I

cleanse you.

26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I

put within you : and I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.

27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to

walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do

them.

28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers;
and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.

29 I will also save you from all your uncleannesses : and I

will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine

upon you.

30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase

of the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine

among the heathen.

31 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your

doings that were not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own

sight for your iniquities and for your abominations.

32 Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord God, be it

knov/n unto you : be ashamed and confounded for your own ways,
O house of Israel.

33 Thus saith the Lord God; In the day that I shall have

cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to

dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded.

34 And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay deso-

late in the sight of all that passed by.

16
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35 And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become
like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined
cities are become fenced, and are inhabited.

36 Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know
that I the Lord build the ruined places, and plant that that was
desolate : I the Lord have spoken it, and I will do it.

37 Thus saith the Lord God; I will yet /or this be enquired
of by the house of Israel, to do it for them

;
I will increase them

with men like a flock.

38 As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn

feasts; so shall the waste cities be tilled with flocks of men: and

they shall know that I am the Lord.

LESSON LIV.

EZEKIEL XXXVII.
I
mHE hand of the Lord was upon me, and

1-14. / X carried me out in the spirit of the Lord,
and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of

bones,

2 And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold,
there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very
dry.

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live 1

And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest.

4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say
unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.

5 Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones; Behold, I will

cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live:

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh

upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and

ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the Lord.

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded : and as I prophesied,
there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came to-

gether, bone to his bone.

8 And when I belicld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up
upon them, and the skin covered them above : but there loas no
breath in them.

9 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy,
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come
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from the four winds, breath, and breathe upon these slain, that

they may live.

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an ex-

ceeding great army.
11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the

whole house of Israel : behold, they say. Our bones are dried, and
our hope is lost : we are cut off for our parts.

12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them. Thus saith the

Lord God; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and
cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the

land of Israel.

13 And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have

opened your graves, my people, and brought you up out of

your graves,

14 And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I

shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the

Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith the Lord.

LESSON LV.

MICAH VI. \ TTEAR ye now what the Lord saith; Arise, con-

/ XI tend thou before the mountains, and let the

hills hear thy voice.

2 Hear ye, mountains, the Lord's controversy, and ye
strong foundations of the earth : for the Lord hath a controversy
with his people, and he will plead with Israel.

3 O my people, what have I done unto thee ? and wherein
have I weai'ied thee 1 testify against me.

4 For I brouglit thee up out of the land of Egypt, and re-

deemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

5 O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab con-

sulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from
Shittim unto Gilgal ;

that ye may know the righteousness of the

Lord.

6 Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself
before the high God % shall I come before him with burnt ofler-

ings, with calves of a year old ?
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7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with

ten thousands of i-ivers of oil 1 shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body /or the sin of my soull

8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good ;
and what doth

the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with thy God 1

9 The Lord's voice crieth unto the city, and the man o/ wis-

dom shall see thy name : hear ye the rod, and who hath appoint-
ed it.

10 Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of

the wicked, and the scant measure that is abominable 1

11 Shall I count them pure Avith the wicked balances, and

with the bag of deceitful weights 1

12 For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the in-

habitants thereof have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful

in their mouth.

13 Therefore also will I make thee sick in smiting thee, in

making thee desolate because of thy sins.

14 Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied; and thy casting down
s?iall he in the midst of thee; and thou shalt take hold, but shalt

not deliver; and that which thou deliverest will I give up to the

sword.

15 Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; thou shalt tread

the olives, but thou shalt not anoint thee with oil; and sweet

wine, but shalt not drink wine.

16 For the statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of

the house of Alial), and ye walk in their counsels; that I should

make thee a desolation, and the inhabitants thereof an hissing:
therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people.

LESSON LVI.

ZECHARIAH lll.\ A ND he shewed me Joshua the high priest

/ XI- standing before the angel of the Lord,
and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.

2 And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O
Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee:

is not this a brand plucked out of the iirel
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3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood
before the angel.

4 And he answered and spake unto those that stood before

him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And
unto him he said. Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.

5 And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So

they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with gar-
ments. And the angel of the Lord stood by.

6 And the angel of the Lord protested unto Joshua, saying,

7 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If thoi' wilt walk in my
ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also

judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give
thee places to walk among these that stand by.

8 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows

that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold,
I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.

9 For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon
one stone shall he seven eyes : behold, I will engrave the graving
thereof, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity
of that land in one day.

10 In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall ye call every
man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.

ZECHARIAH IV.\ A NI> tbe angel that talked with me came
/ 1\. again, and waked me, as a man that is

wakened out of his sleep,

2 And said unto me, What seest thou ? And I said, I have

looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon
the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the
seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof :

3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the

bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof.

4 So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me,
saying. What are these, my lord ?

5 Then the angpl that talked with me answered and said unto

me, Knowest thou not what these be ? And I said. No, my lord.

6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying. This is the
word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying. Not by might, nor

by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.
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7 Who art thou, O great mountain ? before Zerubbabel tlwu

shall become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone

thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.

8 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,

9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this

house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that

the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you.

10 For who hath despised the day of small things 1 for they
shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel

xvith those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to

and fro through the whole earth.

1 1 Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two
olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the

left side thereof ?

12 And I answered again, and said unto him, What he these

two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty
the golden oil out of themselves ?

13 And he answered me and said. Knowest thou not what
these 6e? And I said, No, my lord.

14 Then said he. These are the two anointed ones, that stand

by the Lord of the whole earth.

LESSON LVIL

MALACHI III.\ T)EHOLD, I will send my messenger, and he

/ X) shall prepare the way before me: and the

Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the

messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in : behold, he shall

come, saith the Lord of hosts.

2 But who may abide the day of his coming ? and who shall

stand when he appeareth % for he is like a refiner's fire, and like

fullers' sope:

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and lie

shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver,

that they may ofier unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.

4 Then shall the ofTering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant
unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years.

5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a

swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers.
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and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the

hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that

turn aside the stranger/rom his right, and fear not me, saith the

Lord of hosts.

6 For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of

Jacob are not consumed.

7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from

mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and

I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye said,

Wherein shall we return 1

8 Will a man rob God 1 Yet ye have robbed me. But ye

say. Wherein have we robbed thee 1 In tithes and offerings.

9 Ye are cursed with a curse : for ye have robbed me, even

this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the

Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and

pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to

receive it.

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he

shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your
vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of

hosts.

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a

delierhtsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord.

Yet ye say. What have we spoken so much against thee 1

14 Ye have said. It is vain to serve God: and what profit is

it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked

mournfully before the Lord of hosts ?

15 And now we call the proud happy: yea, they that work

wickedness are set up; yea, thei/ that tempt God are even de-

livered.

16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to an-

other: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of re-

membrance was written before him for them that feared the

Lord, and that thought upon his name.

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that

day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man

spareth his own son that serveth him.

18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous
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and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that
serveth him not.

MALACHI IV.~1 "nOR, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as

j Jl an oven
;
and all the proud, yea, and all that

do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall

burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch.

2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteous-
ness ai'ise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and

gi-ow up as calves of the stall.

3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be
ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this,
saith the Lord of hosts.

4 Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I com-
manded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and
judgments.

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the com-

ing of the great and dreadful day of the Lord :

6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children,
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and
smite the earth with a curse.



THE 'KEW TESTAMEI^T.

PART I.

ELli^rOEICAL AND DIDACTIC-
THE GOSPELS.

LESSON I.

CHRIST THE WORD.

ST. JOHN l.^l T^ ^^6 beginning was the Word, and the Word
}r1-18. / JL was with God, and the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were made Ijy him; and without him was not

any thing made that was made.

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness com-

prehended it not.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light,
that all men through hira might believe.

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that

Light.

9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that

Cometh into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him,
and the world knew him not.

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
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13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,

nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the

Father,) full of grace and truth.

15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he
of whom I spake. He that cometh after me is prefeired before

me: for he was before me.

16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for

grace.

1 7 For the law was given by Moses, hut grace and truth came

by Jesus Chiist.

18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

LESSON 11.

BIRTH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCED.

ST. LUKE l.\ A ND in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
26 38. / j\. sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named

Nazareth,

27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of

the house of Da\id; and the virgin's name icas Mary.
28 And the angel came in unto lier, and said, Hail, thou that

art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou

among women.

29 And when she saw hivi, she was troubled at his saying,
and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.

30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary, for thou

hast found favour with God,

31 And. behold, thou shait conceive in thy womb, and bring
forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.

32 He shall be great, and shall be (tailed the Son of the High-
est: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his

father David :

33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and

of his kingdom there shall be no end.
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34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing
I know not a man 1

35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall

overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be

born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived

a son in her old age : and this is the sixth month with her, who
was called barren.

37 For with God nothing shall be impossible.

38 And Mary said. Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it

unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from

her.

LESSON III.

BIRTH OF JESUS THE CHRIST.

ST. MATTHEW II. \ "\fOW
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem

1-12. J iS of Judfea in the days of Herod the king,

behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews ? for w^e

have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.

3 When Herod the king had heaid these things, he was

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

4 And when he had gaihei-ed all the chief priests and scribes

of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should

be boiTi.

5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judsea: for thus

it is written by the prophet,

6 And thou Bethlehem, in the bind of Juda, art not the least

among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor,
that shall rule my people Israel.

7 Then Hei'od, when he had privily called the wise men, en-

quired of them diligently what time the star appeared.

8 And he sent theni to Bethlehem, and sn.id, Go and search

diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him,

bring me word again, that I may come and woiship him also.

9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the
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star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came

and stood over where the young child was.

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding

great joy.

11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the

young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped
him : and wlien they had opened their treasures, they presented

unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should

not return to Herod, they departed into their own country an-

other way.

ST. LUKE II. \ A ND there were in the same country shepherds

8-20. / IX abiding in the field, keeping watch over

their flock by night.

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the

glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore

afraid .

10 And' the angel said unto them. Fear not: for, behold, I

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

12 And this shall he a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the

heavenly host praising God, and saying,

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will

toward men.

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from

them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another. Let us now

go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to

pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph,

and the babe lying in a manger.

17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the

saying which was told them concerning this child.

18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which

were told them by the shepherds.

19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered tlism in her

heart.
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20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told

unto them.

LESSON IV.

SIMEON AND ANNA.

ST. LUKE II. \ A ND, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem,
25-39. / ii whose name i/7as Simeon; and the same man

was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and
the Holy Ghost was upon him.

26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he

should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom

of the law,

28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,

29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, accord-

ing to tliy word :

30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people
Israel.

33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things
which were spoken of him.

34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother,

Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in

Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against;

35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that

the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of

Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had
lived with an husband seven years from her virginity;

37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years,
which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings
and prayei'S night and day,

38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto
the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemp-
tion in Jerusalem.
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39 And when they had performed all things according to the

law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city

Nazareth.

LESSON V.

THE CHILD JESUS IN THE TEMPLE.

ST. LUKE II.) A ND the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit,

40-52. / IL. filled with wisdom: and the grace of God
was upon him.

4 1 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast

of the passover.

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jeru-

salem after the custom of the feast.

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned,

the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem
;
and Joseph and his

mother knew not of it.

44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company,
went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk

and acquaintance.

45 And when they found him not, they turned back again to

Jerusalem, seeking him.

46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him

in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing

them, and asking them questions.

47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understand-

ing and answers.

48 And -when they saw him, they were amazed: and his

mother said unto him,. Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us 1

behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.

49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me 1 wist

ye not that I must be aV)0ut my Father's business?

50 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto

them.

51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and

was subject unto tliem: but his mother kept all these sayings in

her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour

with God and man.
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LESSON VI.

THE MINISTRY OF JOHN—THE BAPTISM OF JESUS.

ST. MATTHEW lll.l TN" those days came John the Baptist,
1-17. / JL preaching in tlie wilderness of Judsea,

2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at

hand.

3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias,

saying, Tlie voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the

way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a
leather girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild

honey.

5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judsea, and all

the region round about Jordan,

6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers,
who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come ? r

8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance :

9 And think not to say within yourselves. We have Abraham
to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones
to raise up children unto Abraham.

10 And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees:

therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into. the fire.

11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not

worthy to bear : he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and
wltli, tire:

12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his

floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire.

13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to

be baptized of him.

14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized
of thee, and comest thou to me ?

15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to he so now;
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for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suf-

fered him.

16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and light-

ing upon him :

17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved

Son, in whom I am well pleased.

LESSON VII.

THE TEMPTATION.

ST. MATTHEW IV. \ rrilEISr was Jesus led up of the spirit into

1-17. / X the wilderness to l)e tempted of the

devil.

2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he
was afterward an hungered.

3 And when the tempter came to him, he said. If thou be the

Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live

by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the

mouth of God.

5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and set-

teth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

6 And saith unto him. If thou be the Son of God, cast thy-
self down: for it is written. He shall give his angels charge con-

cerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at

any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not

tempt tlie Lord thy God.

8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high

mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and
the glory of them;

9 And saith unto him. All these things will I give thee, if

thou wilt fall down and worship nie.

10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it

is written, Tliou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve.
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1 1 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and
ministered unto him.

1 2 Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison,
he departed into Galilee;

1 3 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum,
which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Neph-
thalim :

14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the

prophet, saying,

15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, hy the

way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;

16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to

them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung
up.

17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent:
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

LESSON VIII.

TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

ST. JOHN l.\ A ND this is the record of John, when the Jews
19-34. / lA. sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to

ask him, Who art thou 1

20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am
not the Christ.

21 And they asked him. What thenl Art thou Elias? And
he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet 1 And he answered,
No.

22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou ? that we may
give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thy-
self?

23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness.
Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.

24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest
thou then, if thou be not that Clirist, nor Elias, neither that

prophet ?

17
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26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but
there standeth one among you, whom ye know not;

27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me,
•whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose.

28 Tliese things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan,
where John was baptizing.

29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and

saith. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of

the world.

30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which
is preferred before me: for he was before me.

31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made mani-

fest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.

32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descend-

ing from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him,

33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with

water, the same said unto me. Upon whom thou shalt see the

Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which

baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.

34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.

LESSON IX.

THE FIRST DISCIPLES.

ST. JOHN 1.1 A GAIlSr the next day after John stood, and two
35-51. / 11. of his disciples;

36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold

the Lamb of God !

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed

Jesus.

38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith

unto them. What seek yel They»said unto him, Rabbi, (which
is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou 1

39 He saith unto them. Come and see. They came and saw

where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about

the tenth hour.

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him,
vas Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.
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41 He first findeth his own brotlier Simon, and saith unto

fiini, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpi-eted, the
Christ.

42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld

him, he said. Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be
called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.

43 The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and
findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me.

44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter.

45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him. We have
found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did

write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.
46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing

come out of Nazareth ? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him,
Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!

48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest tliou me?
Jesus answered and said unto him. Before that Philip called thee,
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.

49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art

the Son of God
;
thou art the King of Israel.

50 Jesus answered and said unto him. Because I said unto

thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou ? thou shalt see

greater things than these.

51 And he saith unto him. Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascend-

ing and descending upon the Son of man.

LESSON X.

CHRIST AND NICODEMUS.

ST. JOHN lll.\
mHERE was a man of the Pharisees, named

1-21. / X Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him. Rabbi,
we know that thou art a teacher come from God : for no man can
do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Yerily, verily, I say
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unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king- ,

dom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when
he is old 1 can he enter the second time into his mother's womb,
and be born ?

5 Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a

man be born of water and o/the Spirit, he cannot enter into the

kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh
;
and that which is

born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the

sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither

it goeth : so is every one that is born of the S^jirit.

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these

things be 'li

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of

Israel, and knowest not these things ?

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know,
and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how
shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things 1

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came

down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even

so must the Son of man be lifted up :

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but

have eternal life.

16 Eor God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have

everlasting life.

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the

world; but that the world through him might be saved.

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that

believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed

in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the

world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because tlieir

deeds were evil.
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20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds

may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

LESSON XI.

JESUS AT NAZARETH.

ST. LUKE IV. \ A ND he came to Nazareth, where he had been
16-32. / XjL brought up: and, as his custom was, he

went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to

read.

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place
where it was written,

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anoint-

ed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to lieal

the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are

bruised,

19 To pieach the acceptable year of the Lord.

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minis-

ter, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the

synagogue were fastened on him.

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears.

22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious
words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said. Is not
this Joseph's son ?

23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this

proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done
in Capernaum, do also here in thy country.

24 And he said, Yerily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted
in his own country.

25 But I tell you of a truth, many widov/s were in Israel in

the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and
six months, when great famine was throughout all the land;

26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta,
a city of Sidon, unto a woman that rcas a widow.
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27 And many lepers -were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the

prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the

Syrian.

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these

things, were filled with wrath,

29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him
unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they

might cast him down headlong.

30 But he passing through the midst of them went his way,

31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and

taught them on the sabbath days.

32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word
was with power.

LESSON XII.

JESUS AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA.

ST. JOHN IV. \ rpHEN" cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is

5-30. J X called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied

with his journey, sat thus on the well : and it was about the sixth

hour.

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus

saith unto her, Give me to drink.

8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)

9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that

thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of

Samaria ? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

10 Jesus answered and said unto her. If thou knewest the

gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee. Give me to drink;
thou wouklest have asked of him, and he would have given thee

living water.

11 The woman saith unto him. Sir, thou hast nothing to draw

with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that liv-

ing water ?

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the

well, and drank tliereof himself, and his children, and his cattle 1
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13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of

this water shall thirst again:

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him

shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in

him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I

thirst not, neither come hither to draw.

16 Jesus saith unto her. Go, call thy husband, and come hither.

17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus

said unto her. Thou hast well said, I have no husband :

18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now
hast is not thy husband : in that saidst thou truly.

19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a

prophet.

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain
;
and ye say, that

in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.

21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh,
when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem,

worship the Father.

22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we wor-

ship: for salvation is of the Jews.

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worship-

pers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the

Father seeketh such to worship him.

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship
him in spirit and in truth.

25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh,
which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things.

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he

talked with the woman : yet no man said, What seekest thou 1 or,

Why talkest thou with her?

28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into

the city, and saith to the men,

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did:

is not this the Christ ?

30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him.
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LESSON XIII.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.

ST. MATTHEW BV.\ A ND Jesus went about all Galilee, teach-

23-25. / x\- ing in their synagogues, and preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and
all manner of disease among the people.

24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought
unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and
torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those
which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed
them.

25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from

Galilee, andyVom Decapolis, and y?'om Jerusalem, and^rom Judsea,
and yrom beyond Jordan.

ST. MATTHEW V.\ i ND seeing the multitudes, he went up
1-16. / I\. into a mountain: and when he was set,

his disciples <;ame unto him :

2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their's is the kingdom of

heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness: for they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful : for they shall obtain mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the

children of God.

10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness'
sake: for their's is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute

you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my
sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven : for so persecuted they the prophets which were before

you.

1 .3 Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost his
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savour, wherewith shall it be salted ? it is thenceforth good for

nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an

hill cannot be hid.

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,

but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the

house.

1 6 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your

good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

LESSON XIV.

THE SERMON ON THE M.O\]^T.—[Continued.)

ST. MATTHEW
V.| rpHINK not that I am come to destroy the

17-32. / X law, or the prophets : I am not come to

destroy, but to fulfil.

18 For verily I say unto you. Till heaven and earth pass, one

jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be ful-

filled.

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least com-

mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least

in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach

tliem, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

20 For I say unto you. That except your righteousness shall

exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in

no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the

judgment:
22 But I say unto you. That whosoever is angry with his

brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and
whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of

the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger
of hell fire.

23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there re-

memberest that thy brother hath ought against thee
;

24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way ;
first

be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
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25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the

way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the

judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast
into prison.

26 Verily I say unto thee. Thou shalt by no means come out
thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.

27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time. Thou
shalt not commit adultery :

28 But I say unto you. That whosoever looketh on a woman
to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his

heart,

29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it

from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members
should perish, and not tliat thy whole body should be cast into
hell.

30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it

from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members
should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into
hell.

31 It hath been said. Whosoever shall put away his wife, let

him give her a writing of divorcement :

32 But I say unto you. That whosoever shall put away his

wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit
adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced com-
mitteth adultery.

LESSON XV.

THE SERMON ON THE TslOl^lHT.—{Continued.)

ST. MATTHEW V.W GAIN, ye have heard that it hath been
33-48. / ilL said by them of old time. Thou shalt

not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine
oaths :

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven;
for it is God's throne:

35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jeru-
salem

;
for it is the city of the great King.

36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst

not make one hair white or black.
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37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea ; Nay, nay : for

whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.

38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye,
and a tooth for a tooth:

39 But I say unto you. That ye resist not evil: but whoso-

ever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other

also.

40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away
thy coat, let him have thy cloke also.

41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with

him twain.

42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would
borrow of thee turn not thou away.

43 Ye have heard that it hath been said. Thou shalt love thy

neighbour, and hate thine enemy.
44 But J say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that

curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in

heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the

good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye?
do not even the publicans the same %

47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than

others ? do not even the publicans so ?

48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in

heaven is perfect.

LESSON XVI.

THE SERMON" OX THE MOUNT.—(Coniimied.)

ST. MATTHEW VI. \ mAKE heed that ye do not your alms be-

1-18. / JL fore men, to be seen of them: other-

wise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.

2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a

trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and
in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say
unto you. They have their reward.
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3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what

thy right hand doeth :

4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which
seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites
are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the

corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I

say unto you. They have their reward.

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in

secret; and thy Father which seeth in seci'et shall reward thee

•openly.

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen
do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speak-

ing.

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them : for your Father know-
eth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in

heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.

Amen.

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you:

15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will

your Father forgive your trespasses.

16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear
unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their re-

ward.

17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash

thy face;

18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy
Father which is in secret; and thy Father, which seeth in secret,

*hall reward thee openly.
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LESSON XVII.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.—(Con^mwed.)

ST. MATTHEW VI. \ T AY not up for yourselves treasures upon
19-34. / Jj earth, where moth and rust doth cor-

rupt, and where thieves break through and steal;

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither raoth nor "rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not

break through nor steal :

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be

single, thy whole body shall be full of light.

23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of'

darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how

great is that darkness !

24 No man can serve two masters: for either he Avill hate-

the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and

despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

25 Therefore I say unto you. Take no thought for your life,,

what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body,
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the

body than raiment?

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do-

they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feed-

eth them. Are ye not much better than they ?

27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto

his stature ?

28 And why take ye thought for raiment 1 Consider the lilies

of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

29 And yet I say unto you. That even Solomon in all his

glory was not arrayed like one of these.

30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which

to dav is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much
more clotlie you, O ye of little faith %

31 Therefore take no thought, saying. What shall we eat? or,.

What shall we drink 1 or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed ?

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek
:)

for your

heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
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33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous-

ness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow : for the mor-

row shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto

the day is the evil thereof.

LESSON XVIII.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.—(Cora<m«ed.)

ST. MATTHEW VII.
| JUDGE not, that ye be not judged.

1-14. ) 2 For with what judgment ye judge,

ye shall be judged : and. with what measure ye mete, it shall be

measured to you again.

3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's

eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye ?

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother. Let me pull out the

mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eyel

5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own

eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of

thy brother's eye.

6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye

your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet,

and turn again and rend you.

7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;

knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

8 For every one that asketh receiveth
;
and he that seeketh

findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread,

will he give him a stone ^

10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?

11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto

your children, how much more shall your Father which is in

heaven give good things to them that ask himi

12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should

do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the

prophets.

13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and

broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be

which go in thereat:
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1 4 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which

leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

LESSON XIX.

THE SERMON ON THE UO\]^T.—{Continued.)

ST. MATTHEW VII. \ "pEWARE of false prophets, which come

15-29. / J) to you in sheep's clothing, but in-

wardly they are ravening wolves.

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather

grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles 1,

17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a

corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a

corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn

down, and cast into the fire.

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven.

22 Many will say to me in that day. Lord, Lord, have we not

prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils?

and in thy name done many wonderful works 1

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: de-

part from me, ye that work iniquity.

24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and

doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his

house upon a rock:

25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds

blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded

upon a rock.

26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and

doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built

his house upon the sand:

27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds

blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the

fall of it.
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28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings,
the people were astonished at his doctrine :

29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as

the scribes.

LESSON XX.

MIRACLES BY THE SEA OF GALILEE.

ST. LUKE V.\ A ND it came to pass, that, as the people pressed
1-26. / XA. upon him to hear the word of God, he stood

by the lake of Gennesaret,

2 And saw two ships standing by the lake : but the fishermen

were gone out of them, and were washing their nets.

3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's,
and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land.

And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.

4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch
out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.

5 And Simon answering said unto him. Master, we have toiled

all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word
I will let down the net.

6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multi-

tude of fishes: and their net brake.

7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the

other ship, that they should come and help them. And they
came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.

8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees,

saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the

draught of the fishes which they had taken:

10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee,
•which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon,
Fear not ; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

1 1 And when they had brought their ships to land, they for-

sook all, and followed him.

12 And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold
a man full of leprosy: who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and be-

sought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

13 And he put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I
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will : be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed
from him.

14 And he charged him to tell no man : but go, and shew thy-
self to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses

commanded, for a testimony unto them.

15 But so much the more went there a fame abroad of him:
and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by
him of their infirmities.

16 And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed.

17 And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching,
that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which
were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusa-

lem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them.

18 And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken
with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay
him before him.

19 And when they could not find by what way they might
bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the house-

top, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the
midst before Jesus.

20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto them, Man, thy
sins are forgiven thee.

21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying,
Who is this which speaketh blasphemies ? Who can forgive sins,
but God alone 1

22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering
said unto them. What reason ye in your hearts 1

23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to

say. Rise up and walk %

24 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power
upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I

say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine
house.

25 And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that

whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.

26 And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and
were filled with fear, saying, We have seen sti-ange things to day.

IS
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LESSON XXI.

THE TWELVE SENT FORTH AND INSTRUCTED.

ST. MATTHEW IX.\ T)UT when he saw the multitudes, he wa>
36-38. / X) moved with compassion on them, be-

cause they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having
no shepherd.

37 Then saith he unto his disciples. The harvest truly is plen-

teous, but the labourers are few
;

38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will

send forth labourers into his harvest.

ST. MATTHEW
X.|

A ND when he had called unto him his

1-15. / lA. twelve disciples, he gave them power
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner
of sickness and all manner of disease.

2 Now the names of the twelve apostle are these; The first,

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James tht

son of Zebedee, and John his brother;

3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publi-

can; James the son of Alphseus, and Lebbseus, whose surname
was Thaddseus;

4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed
him.

5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and. commanded them, say-

ing. Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into ayiy city of

the Samaritans enter ye not :

6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at

hand.

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out

devils: freely ye have received, freely give.

9 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses,

10 Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither

shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat.

11 And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire
who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence.

1 2 And when ye come into an house, salute it,
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13 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it:

but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you.

14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words,

when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of

your feet.

15 Vei-ily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the

land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for

that city.

LESSON XXII.

CHARGE TO THE TWELVE.— (C'o7i/;mMecZ.)

ST. MATTHEW X.| "pEHOLD, I send you forth as sheep in

16-42. J Jj the midst of wolves: be ye therefore

wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.

17 But beware of men: Jor they will deliver you up to the

councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues;

18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for

my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles.

19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or

what ye shall speak : for it shall be given you in that same hour

what ye shall speak.

20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father

which speaketh in you.

21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and

the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their

parents, and cause them to be put to death.

22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but

he that endureth to the end shall be saved.

23 But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into an-

other: for verily I say unto you. Ye shall not have gone over the

cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.

24 The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above

his lord.

25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and

the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the

house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his house-

hold^
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26 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that
shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known.

27 What I. tell you in darkness, tliat speak ye in light: and
what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.

28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able

to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy botli

soul and body in hell.

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ? and one of them
shall not fall on the ground without your Father.

30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many
sparrows.

32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will

I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.

33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also

deny before my Father which is in heaven.

34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came
not to send peace, but a sword.

35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father,
and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law

against her mother in law.

36 And a man's foes shall he they of his own household.

37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not

worthy of me : and he that loveth son or daughter more than me
is not woi'thy of me.

38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me,
is not worthy of me.

39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth

his life for my sake shall find it.

40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth

me receiveth him that sent me.

41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall

receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous
man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous
man's reward.

42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little

ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I

say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.
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LESSON XXIII.

THE CENTURION'S SERVANT—THE WIDOW'S SON.

ST. LUKE VII.
'I AJOW when he had ended all his sayings in

1-17. / 11 the audience of the people, he entered into

Capernaum.
2 And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him,

was sick, and ready to die.

3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders

of the Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his

servant.

4 And when they came to Jesus, they besought hiin instantly,

saying. That he was worthy for whom he should do this:

5 For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.

6 Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not

far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying
unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that

thou shouldest enter under my roof:

7 Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto

thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.

8 For I also am a man set under authority, having under me
soldiers, and I say unto one. Go, and he goeth; and to another.

Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth

it.

9 When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and
turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him,
I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

10 And they that were sent, returning to the house, found

the servant whole that had been sick.

11 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a

city called Nain
;
and many of his disciples went with him, and

much people.

12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold,
there was a dead man cari'ied out, the only son of his mother,
and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.

13 And when the Lord saw hei', he had compassion on her,

and said unto her. Weep not.

14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare
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Mm stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee,

Arise.

15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And
he deliveied liim to his mother.

1 6 And there came a fear on all : and they glorified God, say-

ing, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God
hath visited his people.

17 And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judoea,
and throughout all the region round about.

LESSON XXIV.

THE FEAST IN SIMON'S HOUSE.

ST. LUKE VII.l A ND one of the Pharisees desired him that he

36 50. / IJL would eat with him. And he went into

the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat.

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner,

when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house,

brought an alabaster box of ointment,

38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to

wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them, with the hairs of her

head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.

39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he

spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet,
would have known who and what manner of woman this is that

toucheth him : for she is a sinner.

40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have some-

what to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on.

41 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the

one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.

42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave
them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?

43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he

forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.

44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest

thou this woman 1 I entered into thine house, thou gnvest me
no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears,

and wiped them with the hairs of her head.
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45 Thou gavest me no kiss : but this woman since the time I

came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.

46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman
bath anointed my feet with ointment.

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, ai*e

forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the

same loveth little.

48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within

themselves, Who is this that foi'giveth sins also?

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go
in peace.

LESSON XXV.

PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITY.

ST. MATTHEW XI. \ "OUT whereunto shall I liken this genera-
16-30. / Jj tion? It is like unto children sitting

in the markets, and calling unto their fellows,

17 And saying. We have piped unto you, and ye have not

danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented.

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say,
He hath a devil.

19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say,
Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a fi'iend of publicans
and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.

20 Then began he to upbiaid the cities wherein most of his

mighty works were done, because they repented not:

21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for

if the mighty works, wliich were done in you, had been done in

Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth

and ashes.

22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre
and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you.

23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven,
shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which
have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day.
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24 But I say unto you, Tliat it shall bo moi-e tolerable for the

land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.

25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank tliee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these

things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto

babes.

26 Even so, Farther: for so it seemed good in thy sight.

27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no

man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any
man the Father, save the Son, and lie to whomsoever the Son
will reveal Jtim.

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest.

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto j'our souls.

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

LESSON XXVI.

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER.

ST. MATTHEW
Xlll.| rpHE

same day went Jesus out of the

1-23. / X house, and sat by the sea side.

2 And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so

that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood

on the shore.

3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying,
Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and
the fowls came and devoured them up:

5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much
earth: and forthwith they sprung up,' because they had no deep-
ness of earth :

6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because

they had no root, they withered away.
7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up,

and choked them :

8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit,
some an hundredfold, some sixtyfoJd, .some thii-tyfold.

9 Who hath ears to liear, let him hear.
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10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest
thou unto them in parables 1

11 He answered and said unto them. Because it is given unto

you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them

it is not given.

12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall

have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall

be taken away even that he hath.

13 Therefore speak I to them in parables : because they seeing

see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.

14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which

saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and

seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are

dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed
;
lest at any time

they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and

should understand with their heart, and should be converted,

and I should heal them.

16 But blessed are your eyes, for t-3iey see: and your ears, for

they hear.

17 For vei'ily I say unto you. That many prophets and I'ight-

eous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have

not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have

not heard tltem.

18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.

19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and un-

derstandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth

away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which re-

ceived seed by the way side.

20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same
is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;

21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while:

for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word,

by and by he is offended.

22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that

heareth the word
;
and the care of this world, and the deceitful-

ness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.

23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that

heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit,

and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
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LESSON XXVII.

PARABLES OF THE TARES, THE MUSTARD SEED, AND
THE LEAVEN.

ST. MATTHEW XIII. \ A NOTHER parable put he forth unto

24-43. j I\. them, saying. The kingdom of heaven
is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his held :

25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares

among the wheat, and went his way.

26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth

fruit, then appeared the tares also.

27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto

him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy held ? from whence
then hath it tares 1

28 He said unto them. An enemy hath done this. The ser-

vants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them

upl
29 But he said, Nay ;

lest while ye gather up the tares, ye
root up also the wheat with them.

30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time
of harvest I will say to the reapers. Gather ye together first the

tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the
wheat into my barn.

31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying. The king-
dom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man
took, and sowed in his field:

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is

grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so

that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.

33 Another parable spake he unto them
;
The kingdom of

heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three

measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in para-

bles; and without a parable spake he not unto them:

35 That it miglit be fulfilled which was S2:)oken by the prophet,

saying, I will open my nioutli in parables; I will utter things
which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.

36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the



SCRIPTURE READlNOS. 267

house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us

the parable of the tares of the field.

37 He answered and said unto them. He that soweth the

sood seed is the Son of man:

38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of

the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one ;

39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is

the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire;

so shall it be in the end of this world.

41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall

gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which

do iniquity;

42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be

wailing and gnashing of teeth.

43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the

kino'dom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
'O"

LESSON XXVIII.

PARABLES OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE, THE PEARL, AND
THE DRAW-NET.

ST. MATTHEW XIII. \ A GAIN, the kingdom of heaven is like

44-58. / l\- unto treasure hid in a field; the which

when a man hath found, he hidetli, and for joy thereof goeth and

selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant

man, seeking goodly pearls :

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went

and sold all that he had, and bought it.

47 A"fain, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was

cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:

48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down,

and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.

49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall

come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,

50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall

be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
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51 Jesus saitli unto them, Have ye undei^stood all these

things 1 They say unto him, Yea, Lord.

52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is

instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is

an householder, which bringeth forth out of his ti'easure things
new and old.

53 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finislied these

parables, he departed thence.

54 And when he was come into his own country, he taught
them in their synagogue, insomuch that tliey were astonislied,
and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty
works ?

55 Is not this the carpenter's son 1 is not his mother called

Mary 1 and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas 1

56 And his sisters, are they not all with us 1 Whence then
hath this man all these things 1

57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto

them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country,
and in his own house.

58 And he did not many mighty woi'ks there because of their

unbelief.

LESSON XXIX.

DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

ST. MARK VI. 1 A I^D king Herod heard qfhim; (for his name
14-29. / 1\. was spread abroad

:)
and lie said, That John

the Baptist was risen from the dead, and therefore mighty works
do shew forth themselves in him.

15 Others said, That it is Ellas. And othei's said, That it is

a prophet, or as one of the prophets.

16 But when Herod heard thereof, he said. It is John, whom
I beheaded: he is risen from tlie dead.

17 For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John,
and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Pliilip's
wife: for he had married her.

18 For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to

have thy brother's wife.



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 269

19 Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would
have killed him; but she could not:

20 For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man
and an holy, and observed him

;
and when he heard him, he did

many things, and heard him gladly.

21 And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his

birthday made a supper to his lords, high captains, and chief

estates of Galilee;

22 And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and

danced, and pleased Herod and them that sat with him, the king
said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will

give it thee.

23 And he sware unto her, whatsoever thou shalt ask of me,
I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom.

24 And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall

I ask 1 And she said. The head of John the Baptist.

25 And she came in straightway with haste unto the king,
and asked, saying, I will that thou give me by and by in a charger
the head of John the Baptist.

26 And the king was exceeding sorry ; yet for his oath's sake,
and for their sakes which sat with him, he would not reject her.

27 And immediately the king selit an executioner, and com-
manded his head to be brought: and he went and beheaded him
in the prison,

28 And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the

damsel: and the damsel gave it to her mother.

29 And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up
his corpse, and laid it in a tomb.

LESSON XXX.

CHRIST FEEDS FIVE THOUSAND.

ST. MARK VI. \ A ISTD the apostles gathered themselves together
30-44. j ]\. unto Jesus, and told him all things, both

what they had done, and what they had taught.

31 And he said unto them. Come ye yourselves apart into a
desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and

going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.
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32 And they departed into a desert place by ship privately.
33 And the people saw them departing, and many knew him,

and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and
came togetlier unto him.

34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was
moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep
not having a shepherd : and he began to teach them many things.

35 And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came
unto him, and said. This is a desert place, and now the time is

far passed :

36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round
about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread : for they
have nothing to eat.

37 He answered and said unto them. Give ye them to eat.

And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred penny-
worth of bread, and give them to eat 1

38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye ? go and
see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes.

39 And he commanded them to make all sit down by com-

panies upon the green grass.

40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties.

41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes,
he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and

gave tliem to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes

divided he among them all.

42 And they did all eat, and were filled.

43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments,
and of the fishes.

44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thou-
sand men.

LESSON XXXI.

CHRIST THE BREAD OF LIFE.

ST. JOHN VI. \ TI7HEN the people therefore saw that Jesus
24 46. J yV was not there, neither his disciples, they

also took sliipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus.

25 And when they had found him on the other side of the

sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when earnest thou hither?
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26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto

you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because

ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.

27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that

meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Sou of man
shall give unto you : for him hath God the Father sealed.

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might
work the works of God %

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of

God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

30 They said therefore unto him. What sign shewest thou

then, that we may see, and believe thee % what dost thou work 1

31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written,

He gave them bread from heaven to eat.

32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,

Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giv-

eth you the true bread from heaven.

33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from

heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this

bread.

35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life : he that

cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst.

36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and be-

lieve not.

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him
that cometh to me 1 will in no wise cast out.

38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will,

but the will of him that sent me.

39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of

all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should

raise it up again at the last day.

40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one

which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting
life: ai»d I will raise him up at the last day.

41 The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am
the bread which came down from heaven.

42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose
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father and mother we knowl how is it then that he saith, I came
down from heaven 1

43 Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Alurmur
not among yourselves.

44 No man can come to me, except the Father whicli hath
sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught
of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned
of the Father, cometh unto me.

46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is

of God, he hath seen the Father.

LESSON XXXII.

CHRIST THE BREAD OF 11¥E.— [Continued.)

ST. JOHN VI. \ T7ERILY, verily, I say unto you, He that be-

47-71. / V lieveth on me hath everlasting life.

48 I am that bread of life.

49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are
dead.

50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a
man may eat thereof, and not die.

51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if

any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever : and the bread
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the
world.

52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying. How
can this man give us his flesh to eat?

53 Then Jesus said unto them. Verily, verily, I say unto you.
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood,

ye have no life in you.

54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eter-

nal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.

55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.

56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth
in me, and 1 in him.

57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the
Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.
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58 This is that bread which came down from heaven : not as

your fathers did eat manna, and are dead : he that eateth of this

bread shall live for ever.

59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in

Capernaum.
60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this,

said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?

61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured
at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you 1

62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where
he was before %

63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing:
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus
knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and
who should betray him.

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can
come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.

66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and
walked no more with him.

67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve. Will ye also go away 1

68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we
go 1 thou hast the words of eternal life.

69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ,
the Son of the living God.

70 Jesus answered them. Have not I chosen you twelve, and
one of you is a devil ?

71 He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was
that should betray him, lieing one of the twelve.

LESSON XXXIII.

CHRIST WALKS ON THE SEA.

ST. MATTHEW XIV. \ A ND straightway Jesus constrained his

22-36. / IX disciples to get into a ship, and to go
before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away.

23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up
19
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into a mountain apart to pray : and when the evening was come,
he was there alone.

24 But the ship was now in tlie midst of the sea, tossed with
waves: for the wind was contrary.

25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto

them, walking on the sea.

26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.

27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying. Be of

good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid

me come unto thee on the water.

29 And he said. Come. And when Peter was come down out

of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and

beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and

caught him, and said unto him, thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt 1

32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.

33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him,

saying. Of a truth thou art the Son of God.

34 And when they were gone over, they came into the land
of Gennesaret.

35 And when the men of that place had knowledge of him,

they sent out into all that country round about, and brought
unto him all that were diseased;

36 And besought him that they might only touch the hem of

his garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly whole.

LESSON XXXIV.

CHRIST CONFESSED.

ST. MATTHEW XVI. \ Tir^^^ ^^^^^ ^^"^^ ^"<^o *^e coasts of

13-28. / Vy Caisarea Philippi, he asked his dis-

ciples, saying. Whom do men say that I the Son of man am ?

14 And they said. Some saij that thou art John the Baptist:
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.
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15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?
16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Chi-ist,

the Son of the living God.

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou,
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto

thee, but my Father which is in lieaven.

18 And I say also unto theo. That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not

prevail against it.

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be

loosed in heaven.

20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man
that he was Jesus the Christ.

21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his dis-

ciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many
things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised again the third day.

22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying.
Be it far from thee. Lord : this shall not be unto thee.

23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me,
Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the

things that be of God, but those that be of men.

24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow

me.

25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whoso-
ever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.

26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole

world, and lose his own souH or what shall a man give in ex-

change for his soul 1

27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father
with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according
to his works.

28 Verily I say unto you. There be some standing here, which
shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in

his kingdom.
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LESSON XXXV.
THE TRANSFIGURATION.

ST. LUKE IX. \ A ND it came to pass about an eight days after

28-45. j 11- these sayings, he took Peter and John and

James, and went up into a mountain to pray.

29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was

altei-ed, and his raiment was white and glistering.

30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were

Moses and Elias:

31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he

should accomplish at Jerusalem.

32 But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with

sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the

two men that stood with him.

33 And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter

said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us

make three tabernacles: one for thee, and one for Moses, and

one for Elias : not knowing what he said.

34 While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed

them : and they feared as they entered into the cloud.

35 And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is

my beloved Son: hear him.

36 And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone.

And they kept it close, and told no man in those days any of

those things which they had seen.

37 And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they
were come down from the hill, much people met him.

38 And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying.

Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only
child.

39 And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out;

and it teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly

departeth from him.

40 And I besought thy disciples to cast him out, and they
could not.

41 And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse gen-

eration, how long shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring

thy son liither.
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42 And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down,
and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed

the child, and delivered him again to his father.

43 And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God.

But while they wondered every one at all things which Jesus did,

he said unto his disciples,

44 Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son
of man shall be delivered into the hands of men.

45 But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from

them, that they perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of

that saying.

LESSON XXXVI.

THE GOOD SAMARITAN.

ST. LUKE X.\ A ND, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and
25-42. / XJL tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I

do to inherit eternal life ?

26 He said unto him, What is written in the law 1 how read-

est thou 1

27 And he answering said. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind

;
and thy neighbour as thyself.

28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do,
and thou shalt live.

29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And
who is my neighbour 1

30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from

Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him
of his raiment, and wounded Mm, and departed, leaving him half

dead.

31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way :

and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.

32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came
and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.

33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he

was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,,

34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in
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oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to

an inn, and took care of him.

35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two

pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care

of him
;
and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again,

I will repay thee.

36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour
unto him that fell among the thieves 1

37 And he said. He that shewed mercy on him. Then said

Jesus unto him. Go, and do thou likewise.

38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a

certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received

him into her house.

39 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus'

feet, and heard his word.

40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came
to him, and said. Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath

left me to serve alone ? bid her therefore that she help me.

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha,
thou art cai'eful and troubled about many things:

42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good

part, which shall not be taken away from her.

LESSON XXXVII.

THE GREAT SUPPER.

ST. LUKE XIV.^ A ND it came to pass, as he went into the

1-24. / Xa. house of one of the chief Pharisees to eat

bread on the sabbath day, that they watched him.

2 And, behold, there was a certain man before him which had

the dropsy.

3 And Jesus answering spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees,

saying. Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day 1

4 And they held their peace. And he took him, and healed

him, and let him go;

5 And answered thein, saying. Which of you shall have an

ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him

out on the sabbath day %
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6 And they could not answer him again to these things.

7 And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden,
when he marked how they chose out the chief rooms; saying
unto them,

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not

down in the highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou

be bidden of him
;

9 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee. Give

this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest

room.

10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest

room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto

thee. Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the

presence of them that sit at meat with thee.

11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he

that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

12 Then said he also to him that bade him. When thou makest

a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, nei-

ther thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee

again, and a recompeiice be made thee.

13 But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed,
the lame, the blind:

14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense
thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the

just.

15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard

these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread

in the kingdom of God.

16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper,
and bade many:

17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that

were bidden. Come; for all things are now ready.

18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The
first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must
needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.

19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I

go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused.

20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I

cannot come.

21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things.
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Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go
out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in

hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.

22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast com-

manded, and yet there is room.

23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the high-

ways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house

may be tilled.

24 For I say unto you. That none of those men which were

bidden shall taste of my supper.

LESSON XXXVIII.

CONDITIONS OF DISCIPLESHIP—THE LOST SHEEP AND
THE LOST PIECE OF SILVER.

ST. LUKE XIV. \ A' ND there went great multitudes with him:

25-35. j j\- and he turned, and said unto them,

26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and

mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea,

and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after

me, cannot be my disciple.

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not

down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to

finish it ?

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not

able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,

30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to

finish.

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king,

sitteth not down fiivst, and consulteth whether he be able with

ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty
thousand ?

32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way oflf, he sendeth

an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.

33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all

that he hatli, he cannot be my disciple.
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34 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, where-

with shall it be seasoned ?

35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; hut

men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

ST. LUKE XV. \ rTIHEN drew near unto him all the publicans
1-10. / JL and sinners for to hear him.

2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying,

4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one
of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness,
and go after that which is lost, until he find if?

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders,

rejoicing,

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends

and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have
found my sheep which was lost.

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over

one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just

persons, which need no repentance.

8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose

one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek

diligently till she find it ?

9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her

neighbours together, saying. Rejoice with me; for I have found
the piece which I had lost.

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of

the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

LESSON XXXIX.

THE PRODIGAL SON.

ST. LUKE XV.") A ND he said, a certain man had two sons:

''~32. j IX. 12 And the younger of them said to his

father. Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.
And he divided unto them his livinsf.

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all to-
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gether, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted

his substance with riotous living.

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine

in that land; and he began to be in want.

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that coun-

try; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks

that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired

servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I

perish with hunger!

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him.

Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me
as one of thy hired servants.

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was

yet a great way ofi^, his father saw him, and had compassion, and

ran, and fell on hi^ neck, and kissed him.

21 And the son said unto him. Father, I have sinned against

heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called

thy son.

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best

robe, and put it on him
;
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes

on his feet:

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us

eat, and be merry :

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,

and is found. And they began to be merry.

25 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and

drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing.

26 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these

things meant.

27 And he said unto him. Thy brother is come; and thy father

hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and

sound.

28 And he was angry, and would not go in : therefore came

his father out, and intreated him.

29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years

do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy command-
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ment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make

merry with my friends:

30 But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured

thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.

31 And he said unto him. Son, thou art ever with me, and all

that I have is thine.

32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad : for

this thy brother was dead, and is alive again ;
and was lost, and

is found.

LESSON XL.

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS.

ST. LUKE XVI. \ rpHERE was a certain rich man, which was
19-31. / _L clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared

sumptuously every day:

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which
was laid at his gate, full of sores,

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from
the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his

sores.

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was car-

ried by the angels into Abraham's bosom : the rich man also

died, and was buried;

23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth

Abraham afar otF, and Lazarus in his bosom.

24 And he cried and said. Father Abraham, have mercy on

me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in

water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

25 And Abraham said. Son, remember that thou in thy life-

time receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things:
but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great

gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you can-

not; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou
wouldest send him to my father's house:

28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them,
lest they also come into this place of torment.
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29 Abrahauj saith unto him, They have Moses and the pro-

phets; let them hoar them.

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham : but if one went unto

them from the dead, they will repent.

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the

prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from

the dead.

LESSON XLI.

THE IMPORTUNATE WIDOW—THE PHARISEE AND THE
PUBLICAN.

ST. LUKE XVIII. \ A ND he spake a parable unto them to this

1-14. J j\. end, that men ought always to pray, and

not to faint;

2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God,

neither regarded man :

3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto

him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.

4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within

himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man ;

5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her,

lest by her continual coming she weary me.

6 And the Lord said. Hear what the unjust judge saith.

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and

night unto him, though he bear long with them *?

8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless

when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth 1

9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in

themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Phari-

see, and the other a publican.

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I

thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust,

adulterers, or even as this publican.

12 1 fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

1 3 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so

much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying/-

God be merciful to me a sinner.
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14 1 tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather

than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be

abased; and he that hvimbleth himself shall be exalted.

LESSC N XLII.

CHILDREN BROUGHT TO JESUS—THE DANGER OF RICHES.

ST. MARK X.\ A ND they brought young children to him, that

13-27. / XA. he should touch them: and his disciples re-

buked those that brought them.

14 But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said

unto them. Suffer the little children to come unto me, and foi-bid

them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.

15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the

kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.

16 And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon
them, and blessed them.

17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one

running, and kneeled to him, and asked him. Good Master, what
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life ?

18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good?
there is none good but one, that is, God.

19 Thou knowest the connnandments. Do not commit adul-

tery, Do not kill. Do not steal, Do not bear false witness. Defraud

not, Honour thy father and mother.

20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these

have I observed from my youth.

21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him,
One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast,

and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven:

and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved:
for he had great possessions.

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples,

How hardlv shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom
of God !

24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus

answereth again, and saith unto them. Children, how hard is it

for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!



286 SCRIPTURE READINGS.

25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,

than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among
themselves, Who then can be saved ?

27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is im-

possible, but not with God : for with God all things are possible.

LESSON XLIII.

BLIND BARTIM^US—ZACCH^US THE PUBLICAN.

ST. LUKE XVIII. \ A ND it came to pass, that as he was come

35-43. / j\. nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man
sat by the way side begging :

36 And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it

meant.

37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.

38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy
on me.

39 And they which went before rebuked him, that he should

hold his peace : but he cried so much the more. Thou son of David,

have mercy on me.

40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto

him: and when he was come near, he asked him,

41 Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And
he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.

42 And Jesus said unto him. Receive thy sight: thy faith

hath saved thee.

43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed him,

t^lorifying God : and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise

unto God.

ST. LUKE XIX.\ A ND Jesws entered and passed through Jericho.

1-10. / li. 2 And, behold, there was a man named Zac-

chjeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich.

3 And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for

the press, because he was little of stature.

4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to

see him : for he was to pass that ivay.
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5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw

him, and said unto him, Zacchseus, make haste, and come down;
for to day I must abide at thy house.

6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joy-

fully.

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying. That he

was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.

8 And Zacchseus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord,
the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any
thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.

9 And Jesus said unto him. This day is salvation come to this

house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.

10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which

was lost.

LESSON XLIV.

CHRIST THE DOOR AND THE GOOD SHEPHERD.

ST. JOHN X.\ T^TERILY, verily, I say unto you. He that enter-

1-18. / V eth not by the door into the sheepfold, but

climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the

sheep.

3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice:

and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before

them, and the sheep follow him : for they know his voice.

5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him:

for they know not the voice of strangers.

6 This parable spake Jesus unto them : but they understood

not what things they were which he spake unto them.

7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Yerily, verily, I say unto

you, I am the door of the sheep.

8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers : but

the sheep did not hear them.

9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be

saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to
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destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.

Ill am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life

for the sheep.

12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose
own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the

sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth

the sheep.

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth

not for the sheep.

14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am
known of mine.

15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father:
and I lay down my life for the sheep.

16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall

be one fold, and one shepherd.

17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down

my life, that I might take it again.

18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.
This commandment have I received of my Father.

LESSON XLV.

THE DEATH OF LAZARUS.

ST. JOHN XI. \ IVTOW a certain man was sick, named Lazarus,
1-29. j l^ of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister

Martha.

2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment,
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was
sick.

)

3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying. Lord, behold,
he whom thou lovest is sick.

4 When Jesus heard that, he said. This sickness is not unto

death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be

glorified thereby.

5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.
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6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode
two days still in the same place where he was.

7 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into

Judaea again.

8 His disciples say unto hira, jNIaster, the Jews of late sought
to stone thee

;
and goest thou thither again ?

9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If

any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the

light of this world.

10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because
there is no light in him.

1 1 These things said he : and after that he saith unto them.
Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him
out of sleep.

1'2 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.

1 3 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death : but they thought that
he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.-

14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.

15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the

intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.

16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fel-

lowdisciples, Let us also go, that Ave may die with him.

17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the

grave four days already.

18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen fur-

longs off:

19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to com-
fort them concerning their brother.

20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming,
went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.

21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been

here, my brother had not died.

22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of

God, God will give it thee.

23 Jesus saith unto her. Thy brother shall rise again.

24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in

the resurrection at the last day.

25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resui-rection, and the life:

he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live;

20
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. 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth iu me shall never die.

Believest thou this?

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art

the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.

28 And when she had so said, siie went her way, and called

Mary her sister secretly, saying. The Master is come, and calleth

for thee.

29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came
unto him.

LESSON XLVI.

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS.

ST. JOHN XI.
"I IVfOW Jesus was not yet come into the town,

30-54. / 1^1 but was in that place where Martha met him.

31 The Jews then which were with her in the house, and com-

forted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and
went out, followed her, saying. She goeth unto the grave to weep
there.

32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him,
she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst
been here, my brother had not died.

33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also

weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was

troubled,

34 And said, Where have ye laid him 1 They said unto him,

Lord, come and see.

35 Jesus wept.

36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him !

37 And some of them said. Could not this man, which opened
the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not

have died %

38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the

grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.

39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of

him that was dead, saith unto him. Lord, by this time he stink-

eth: for he hath been dead four days.

40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou

vvouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God ?
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41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the

dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I

thank thee that thou hast heard me.

42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of

the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that

thou hast sent me.

43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice,

Lazarus, come forth.

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot

with graveclothes : and his face was bound about with a napkin.
Jesus saith unto them. Loose him, and let him go.

45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had
seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him.

46 But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and
told them what things Jesus had done.

47 Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a coun-

cil, and said, What do we 1 for this man doeth many miracles.

48 If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him : and
the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation.

49 And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest
that same year, said unto them. Ye know nothing at all,

50 ISTor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man
should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.

51 And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest
that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation

;

52 And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather

together in one the children of God that were scattei-ed abroad.

53 Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to

put him to death.

54 Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews;
but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a

city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples.

LESSON XLVIL
CHRIST'S ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM,

ST. MARK XI. \ A ND when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto
1-26. / Xi Betliphage and Bethany, at the mount of

Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples,
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, 2 And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over

against you : and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a

colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring liivi.

3 And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this ? say ye that
the Lord hath need of him

;
and straightway he will send him

hither.

4 And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the

door without in a place whei'e two ways met; and they loose him.

5 And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What
do ye, loosing the colt ?

6 And they said unto them even as Jesus had commanded :

and they let them go.

7 And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments
on him; and he sat upon him.

8 And many spread their garments in the way: and others

cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way.
9 And they that went before, and they that followed, cried,

saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord :

10 Blessed he the kingdom of our father David, that cometh
in the name of the Lord : Hosanna in the highest.

11 And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple:
and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now
the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.

12 And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany,
he was hungry:

13 And seeing a fig tree afar ofi" having leaves, he came, if

haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it,

he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet.

14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of

thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it.

15 And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the

temple, and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the

temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the

seats of them that sold doves
;

16 And would not suffer that any man should carry any
vessel through the temple.

17 And he taught, saying unto them. Is it not written. My
house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye
have made it a den of thie\es.



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 293

18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how

they might destroy him : for they feared him, because all the

people was astonished at his doctrine.

19 And when even was come, he went out of the city.

20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig

tree dried up from the roots.

21 And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master,

behold, the lig tree which thou cursedst is withered away.
22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.

23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto
this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea;
and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those

things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatso-

ever he saith.

24 Therefore I say unto you. What things soever ye desire,

when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
thsm.

25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought
against any: that your Father also which is in heaven ujay for-

give you your trespasses.

26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is

in heaven forgive your trespasses.

LESSON XLVIII.

THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS.

ST. MATTHEW XXV.
j
mHEN shall the kingdom of heaven be

1-13. / J. likened unto ten virgins, which took

their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.

2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil

with them :

4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bride-

groom Cometh; go ye out to meet him.

7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.



294 SCRIPTURE READINGS.

8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for

our lamps ai'e gone out.

9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not

enough for xis and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and

buy for yourselves.

10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and

they that were ready went in with him to the marriage : and the
door was shut.

1 1 Afterward came also tlie other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord,

open to us.

12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know
you not.

13 AVatch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the

lOur wherein the Son of man cometh.

LESSON XLIX.

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS.

ST. MATTHEW XXV.) TTIOR the kingdom of heaven is as a man
14-30. / J: travelling into a far country, who

called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to
another one; to every man according to his several ability; and

straightway took his journey.

16 Then he that had received the five talents went and ti^aded

with the same, and made them other five talents.

17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained
other two.

18 But he that had received one went and dijrced in the

earth, and hid his lord's money.
19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and

I'eckoneth with them.

20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought
other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me live

talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.

21 His lord said unto him. Well done, thoio good and faithful

servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the Joy of thy lord.
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22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord,
thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two
other talents beside them.

23 His lord said unto him. Well done, good and faithful ser-

vant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee

ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said,

Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where
thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed :

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the

earth: lo, there thou hast tliat is thine.

26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and
slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not,
and gather where I have not strawed:

27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the ex-

changers, and then at my coming I should have received mine
own with usury.

28 Take therefoi'e the talent from him, and give it unto him
which hath ten talents.

29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall

have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken

away even that which he hath.

30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness:

there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

LESSON L.

THE JUDGMENT.

ST. MATTHEW XXV. \ WHEX the Son of man shall come in

31-46. j T T his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory :

32 And before him shall be gathered all nations : and he shall

separate them one fi'om another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats;

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats
on the left.

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand,

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for

you from the foundation of the world:
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35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was

thirsty, and ye gave me drink: 1 was a stranger, and ye took

me in:

36 Naked, and ye clotlied me: I was sick, and ye visited me:

I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying. Lord, when

saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ? or thirsty, and gave tliee

drink ?

38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in 1 or naked,

and clothed thee ?

39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in pi'ison, and came unto

thee?

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them. Verily I

say unto you. Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least

of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting tire, prepared for the devil

and his angels:

42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was

thirsty, and ye gave me no drink :

43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye

clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.

44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw

we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick,

or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?

45 Then shall he answer them, saying. Verily I say unto

you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye

did it not to me.

46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but

the righteous into life eternal.

LESSON LL

JESUS WASHES HIS DISCIPLES' FEET.

ST. JOHN XIII. \ MOW before the feast of the passover, when

1_17. / i\| Jesus knew that his hour was come that

he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved

his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.
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2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the

heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's so7i, to betray him;

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into

his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;
4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments: and

took a towel, and girded himself.

5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to

wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel where-

with he was girded.

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter : and Peter saith unto him,

Lord, dost thou wash my feet "2

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest

not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.

8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus

answered him. If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.

9 Simon Peter saith unto him. Lord, not my feet only, but

also my hands and my head.

10 Jesus saith to him. He that is washed needeth not save to

wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not

all.

1 1 For he knew who should betray him ;
therefore said he, Ye

are not all clean.

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his gar-

ments, and was set down again, he said unto them. Know ye
what I have done to you ?

13 Ye call me Master and Lord : and ye say well; for so I am.

14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet;

ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I

have done to you.

16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater
than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent

him.

17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.
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LESSON LII.

CHRIST COMFORTS HIS DISCIPLES.

ST. JOHN XIV.\ T ET not your heart be troubled: ye believe

1-14. J JLi in God, believe also in me.

2 In my Father's house are many mansions : if it were not so,

I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be

also.

4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

5 Thomas saith unto him. Lord, we know not whither thou

goest ;
and how can we know the way ?

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life :

no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also:

and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it

sufficeth us.

9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you,
and yet hast thou not known me, Philip 1 he that hath seen me
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the

Father ?

10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father

in me 1 the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself :

but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in

me : or else believe me for the very works' sake.

12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me,
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than

these shall he do; V^ecause I go unto my Father.

13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,

that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
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LESSON LIII.

THE HOLY SPIRIT PROMISED.

ST. JOHN XIV. \ TF ye love me, keep my commandments.
15-31. j 1 16 And I -will pray the Father, and he shall

give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive,

because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him : but ye know him;
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but

ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.

20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and

ye in me, and I in you.

21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it

is that loveth me: and he that lovetli me shall be loved of my
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that

thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world %

23 Jesus answered and said unto him. If a man love me, he
will keep my words : and my Father will love him, and we will

come unto him, and make our abode with him.

24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the

word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.

25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present
with you.

26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the

Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and

bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said

unto you.

27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not

as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be

troubled, neither let it be afraid.

28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come

again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said,

I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.

29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that,
when it is come to pass, ye might believe.
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30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince
of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.

31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and

as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let

us go hence.

LESSON LIV.

CHRIST THE TRUE VINE.

ST. JOHN XV. \ T AM the true vine, and my Father is the hus-

1-17. / _L bandman.

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away :

-and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may
bring forth more fruit.

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken
unto you.

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear

fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except

ye abide in me.

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches : He that abideth in me,
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without

me ye can do nothing.

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and

is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire,

and they are burned.

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask

what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so

shall ye be my disciples.

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you : continue

ye in my love.

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love;

even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in

his love.

1 1 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might
remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I

have loved you.
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13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends.

14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.

15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant know-
eth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for

all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known
unto you.

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and or-

dained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that

your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the

Father in my name, he may give it you.

17 These things I command you, that ye love one another.

LESSON LV.

OFFICE OF THE COMFORTEK.

ST. JOHN XVI. \ mHESE things have I spoken unto you, that

1-16. j X ye should not be offended.

2 They shall put you out of the synagogues : yea, the time

cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God
service.

3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have
not known the Father, nor me.

4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall

come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these

things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with

you.

5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of

you asketh me. Whither goest thou 1

6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath
filled your heart.

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you
that I go away : for if I go not away, the Comforter will not

come unto you ;
but if I depart, I will send him unto you.

8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and
of righteousness, and of judgment:

9 Of sin, because they believe not on me;
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10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see

me no more;
11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot

bear them now.

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will

guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall heai*, that shall he speak: and he will shew

you things to come.

14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall

shew it unto you.

15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said

I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little

while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.

LESSON LVI.

CHRIST'S INTERCESSORY PRAYER

ST. JOHN XVII. \ mHESE words spake Jesus, and lifted up his

/ jL eyes to heaven, and said. Father, the hour
is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should

give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

4 I have glorified thee on the earth : I have finished the work
which thou gavest me to do.

5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self

with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.

6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest
me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me;
and they have kept thy word.

7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast

given me are of thee.

8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me,
and they have received them, and have known surely that I came
out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.
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9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them
which thou hast given me; for they are thine.

10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am

glorified in them.

11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the

world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine

own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one,

as we are.

12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy
name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them
is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be ful-

filled.

13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the

world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated

them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the

world.

15 1 pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world,
but that thou shouldest keep them tiom the evil.

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

17 Sanctify them through thy truth : thy word is truth.

18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also

sent them into the world.

19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might
be sanctified through the truth.

20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word

;

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may be one in us : that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them;
that they may be one, even as we are one:

23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect
in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me,
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me,
be with me where I am

;
that they may behold my glory, which

thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation

of the world.
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25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but

I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.

26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare

it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them,
and I in them.

LESSON LVII.

THE LAST SUPPER.

ST. MATTHEW XXVI.
| MOW the first day of the feast of un-

17-35. J 1^1 leavened bread the disciples came
to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for

thee to eat the passover ?

18 And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto

him. The Master saith, My time is at hand
;
I will keep the pass-

over at thy house with my disciples.

19 And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them: and

they made ready the passover.

20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.

21 And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that

one of you shall betray me.

22 And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one

of them to say unto him. Lord, is it I ?

23 And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with

me in the dish, the same shall betray me.

24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe
unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed ! it had been

good for that man if he had not been born.

25 Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said. Mas-

ter, is it I ? He said unto him. Thou hast said.

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it,

and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and SL:.id, Take, eat;

this is my body.

27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to

them, saying. Drink ye all of it;

28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed

for many for the remission of sins.

29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this
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fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you is,

my Father's kingdom.

30 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the

mount of Olives.

31 Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be oflended be-

cause of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shep-

herd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.

32 But after I am risen again, I will go before you into

Galilee.

33 Peter answered and said unto him. Though all men shalf

be oflended because of thee, yet will I never be oflended.

34 Jesus said unto him. Verily I say unto thee. That this

night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.

35 Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet
will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.

LESSON LVIII.

THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN—THE BETRAYAL.

ST. MATTHEW XXVI. \ mHEN cometh Jesus with them unto k

36-56. / X place called Gethsemane, and saitb

unto the disciples. Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder.

37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.

38 Then saith he unto them. My soul is exceeding sorrowful,
even unto death : tarry ye here, and watch with me.

39 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and

prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep,
and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one
Iiourl

41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the

spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying,
O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I

drink it, thy will be done.

21
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43 And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes
were heavy.

44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the

third time, saying the same words.

45 Tlien cometh he to liis disciples, and saith unto them,

Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand,
and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand tliat doth be

tray me.

47 And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came,
and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the

chief priests and elders of the people.

48 Now he that beti'ayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whom-
soever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast.

49 And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master;
and kissed him.

50 And Jesus said unto him. Friend, wherefore art thou come 1

Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.

51 And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched

out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the

high priest's, and smote off his ear.

52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into

his place : for all they that take the sword shall perish with the

sword.

53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and

he shall presently give me more than t\velve legions of angels ?

54 But how then shall the scriptures be fultilled, that thus it

must be ?

55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye
come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to take

me 1 I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid

no hold on me.

56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets

might be fultilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.
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LESSON LIX.

CHRIST BEFORE CAIAPHAS-PETER'S DENIAL.

ST. MATTHEW XXVI.
|

A ND they that had laid hold on Jesus

57-75. / XX led hiui away to Caiaphas the high
priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled.

58 But Peter followed him **afar off unto the high priest's

palace, and went in, and sat with the servants, to see the end.

59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council,

sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death;

60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came,

yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses,

61 And said, this, felloio said, I am able to destroy the temple
of God, and to build it in three days.

62 And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest
thou nothing % what is it ivhich these witness against thee 1

63 But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered
and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou
tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.

64 Jesus saith unto him. Thou hast said: nevertheless I say
unto you. Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the

riglit hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

65 Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying. He hath

spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? be-

hold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.

66 What think ye % They answered and said, He is guilty of

death.

67 Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and
others smote Jdm with the palms of their hands,

68 Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that

smote thee 1

69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came
unto him, saying. Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee.

70 But he denied before tlieni all, saying, I know not what
thou sayest.

7 1 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid
saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was
also with Jesus of Nazareth.
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72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the

man.

73 And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and

said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech

bewrayeth thee.

74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not

the man. And immediately the cock crew.

75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto

him. Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And ho

went out, and wept bitterly.

LESSON LX.

CHRIST BEFORE PILATE.

ST. MATTHEW XXVII.) WHEN the morning was come, all

1-23. j VV the chief priests and elders of the

people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death:

2 And when they had bound him, they led him away, and

delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.

3 Then Judas, which had lietrayed him, when he saw that he

was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty

pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,

4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent

blood. And they said, AVhat is that to us? see thou to that.

5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and

departed, and went and hanged himself.

6 And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said. It is

not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the

price of blood.

7 And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's

field, to bury strangers in.

8 Wherefore that field was called. The field of blood, unto thi.n

day.

9 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the

prophet, saying. And they took the thirty pieces of silver, tlie

price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel

did value;

10 And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed
me.
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11 And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor
asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus
said unto him. Thou sayest.

12 And when he was accused of tlie chief priests and elders,
he answered nothinaf

13 Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many
tilings they witness against thee 1

14 And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the

governor marvelled greatly.

15 Novv at that feast the governor was wont to release unto
the people a prisoner, whom they would.

16 And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.

17 Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said

unto them. Whom will ye that I release unto you ? Barabbas, or

Jesus which is called Christ ?

18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.

19 When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent

unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man:
for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of

him.

20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude
that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.

21 The governor answered and said unto them. Whether of

the twain will ye that I release unto you % They said, Barabbas.

22 Pilate saith unto them. What shall I do then with Jesus
which is called Christ 1 They all say unto him, Let him be cruci-

fied.

23 And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done 1

But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified.

Lesson lxi.

THE CRUCIFIXION.

ST. MATTHEW XXVII.
\^
WHEN Pilate saw that he could pre-

24-43. j VV vail nothing, but that rather a
tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before
the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just
person : see ye to it.
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2r> TluMi imsworod all tlio pcviplr, iiiul said. His hlood !>c on us,

iind on our i-liildron.

IM) TUon n<l<<;».S('<l lu> H ii;il)l»ivs imto tlicm: ;>nil when he li;»(l

st'our_y;<'(I .l<<sus, lie (Iclivcrcd /liiit to li(> cnuilicd.

27 TluMi till' soldiiTs of tl>(« ji^j^ViM-nor took .Icmis ii\to tl\i> com
iuoi\ li;ill, jind :,'atluM'«'d un(<) him th<< \vlu)lo l»;»nd of' so/dirni.

1*8 A 1x1 tlioy .stri|t|u«il him, iiml put, on liini a scarlet ro\u\

'J9 Ami when they hud j>l.itt<>d
a crown of tluM-j^s, they put »V

u]>on his head, aud a nvd in iiis riijht hand: and fhcv howivl tho

kmM> iM'forc him, and n\o(lv<-d him. sayinjj, ilMii. Kinj» of tln>

.lows!

.'U) And tlun' spit wynin him, and took th(> reed, and snioto

him on t h(< head.

'.\\ And after that they had mocked him. I h(\v took tli(< rolte

oil' fnun hitn, and put his own raiumnt on him. and led hiui a\»ay
to crucify Iiim.

',V2 Ai\d as th(>v <"'>n\e out, they foui\d a man of t'yrene, Siujon

by mim«>: him th(»y comp(>lled to Ix'.ar his cross.

',\'.\ And when they w«»rc C(um> unto a plac(< called (!oly;otha,

that is to say, .a place* of a skull,

."M 'rin>y »!iv«< hiu) vinegar to drink mini,d(>d willi tjall; and

when Ik" had t.asted (/n'rr'<>j\
\\o would not drink.

35 And they cru<'i(ied him, ;»nd parted his ivarmenUs, custiuj^

lots: that it. mit!;ht lie fnlliiled which was spt>ken by the prophet,

They parted my ^a,rnuM\t..s .MnionL; tln-m, and upoi> my vesture did

they east lots.

3() Ai»d sit.tin<» down they watched him there;

M .\nd set up ov<'r his ln>a(l his accusation written, 'I'lllS

IS .IKSUS TIIK KIN(J OK TIIK .) KWS.
.JS 'Then w«>re there two thieves crucilicd with him, one on

the rifjiht hand, and .-inother on the l(>ft.

31) .\nd lht>y that pass(>d hy revih><l hiu), wjisj^inu; tlu>ir heads.

10 .\nd sayinj:;, Thou thiil <I«»st.royest the temple, an<l l>mlll^^l

// in llii'ce tlays, save thyself. If thou he the Sun of {',,u\, conic

down from the cross.

11 liikevvis(> also the chief priests mockin^ /tnii, with lln>

scribes and elders, said,

\'l lie saved others; him.self he c;ninot s.avi'. If lie lie I he

Kint; of Isi'ael, let him nov\ i-ome dow n from the cro^s, and wo

will lieliev e him.
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43 IFn tniHtcd in (iod; \ii{. Iiiiii drlivrr liim now, if Im wil

liav<i liiiJi: for lie KJiid, I urn llir- Son of (Jod.

LK880N LXII.

TIIK DKA'IMf ANI) I'.UIllAI, OK .IKMUm.

ST. LUKE XXIII.
<

4 Nl) on.- of |,|,.- umU^hu-Xovn svliirh w.-.c

39 56. / i\ lifiii^dd niilcd on liiin, Haying', If I lion

!)»•. (.'Iinst., Kuvn
t.liysrilf

and us.

40 I5ut. tli(( otlmr answfitin;^ idhnkcd liim, Hnyin;^, ho. I not

I lion feat- (]od, H(tnin<{ tlion ail. in tJin sann' condcMnnatioii ?

II And w(i ind(!(!d juKtly; for wn iciouvo tiici du«( reward ..f

our dcrdK: hut ttdsi uwiii lialli dono notliin^^ aniiHH.

4li And li»i Kaid un(o .Ichus, liord, n-nifiiilii-r nif vvlicn tliou

(tornoHt into Miy kin^'doni.

4.'l And .J(^suH Haid unto liim, Verily I siiy unto llicc, To dny
HJuili thou l)n with nn- in |)aradiH<\

41 And it wail iil)oiil, the. nixth hour, ii.nil thcic waK a dark
IM98H ov<M- all thi^ rarlli until tin- ninth hour.

45 And th(! HUM was darkiMicd, and tlut v(;il of tlio tonijdit waH
n^rit ill the iiiidHt,

U) And when Jc^huh h>id criod with /i loud voico, ho said,

KathfM', into I hy handn I (roninicnd luy spirit,: and having,' siiid

thus, \u' ^av«^ U|> the ^diost.

47 Now when i\\ii coiiturion Haw what was doru-, he j,'lorilic<l

(jod, Hayiiif^, ('crtaiidy t,hiH waH a ri;^ht.(rouH man.

1H And nil tin- pcoph', that (Mrnc t.o^^cthfr- t.o thiit Ki;.,dit, he

holding th(r thiii;,'s which wen- doiid, Hiriot>(! tJKiir hrcast-i, and n^
turiK^d.

40 And all liiH iu;(]uaintanc(), and th<> women ihal followed

hitn from (hdilce, stood afar nil', hohnldin;^ thrise thin^^s.

.50 And, hehold, Ihrrc ii-nn a mini n.irned .Iosc[)h, /i eoiinselloi ,

and he. //'«« a ;^ood man, and a just:

Til (Thd .saiiK^ had not conKOlitiMl to the, couriHel and deed of

th«!iii;) he, iDiiH of Arimathuja, a eity of \\u' .JewH: who also him-

M'\{ waited for th«^ kinj^dom oi (lod.

h'l 'J'his innn w(!nt unto I'ilat.e, arnl he^'^^ed the hody of .Jchuh

h'A And ho took it down, and wrajipod it in linon, and laid it



312 SCRIPTURE READINQS.

in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before

vas laid.

54 And that day was the prepai-ation, and the sabbath drew
on.

55 And the women also, which came with him from Galilee,

followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was
laid.

56 And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments;
and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.

LESSON LXIII.

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS.

ST. JOHN XX. \ mHE first day of the week cometh Mary Mag-
1-18. / _L dalene early, when it was yet dark, unto

the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the

other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them. They have
taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not
where they have laid him.

3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and
eame to the sepulchre.

4 So they ran both together: and the other disciple did out-

run Peter, and came first to the sepulchre.

5 And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes

lying; yet went he not in.

6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into

the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie,

7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with

the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.

8 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to

the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.

9 Por as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise

agaan from the dead.

10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.

11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as

she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre,
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12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head,
and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.

13 And they say unto her. Woman, why weepest thou? She
saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I

know not where they have laid him.

14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and
saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus saith unto her. Woman, why weepest thou? whom
seekest thou ? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto

him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast
laid him, and I will take him away.

16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith

unto him, Rabboni; which is to say. Master.

17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet as-

tended to my Father : but go to my brethren, and say unto them,
I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and

your God.

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had
seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

LESSON LXIV.

THE JOURNEY TO EMMAUS.

ST. LUKE XXIV. \ A ND, behold, two of them went that same
13-35. / XjL day to a village called Emmaus, which

was from Jerusalem about threescore furlonjrs.

14 And they talked together of all these things which had

happened.
15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed togetJier

and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.

16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.

17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications
are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad ?

1 8 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering
said unto him. Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast
not known the things which are come to pass there in these

days ?

19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said



314 SCRIPTURE READINGS.

unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet

mighty in deed and word before God and all the people :

20 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to

be condemned to death, and have crucified him.

21 But we trusted that it had been he which should have re-

deemed Israel : and beside all this, to day is the third day since

these things were done.

22 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us as-

tonished, which were early at the sepulchre :

23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying,
that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he

was alive.

24 And certain of them which were with us went to the sepul-

chre, and found it even so as the women had said : but him they
saw not.

25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to be-

lieve all that the prophets have spoken:

26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to

enter into his glory 1

27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expound-
ed unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went:

and he made as though he would have gone further.

29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it

is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to

tarry with them.

30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took

bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.

31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he

vanished out of their sight.

32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn

within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he

opened to us the scriptures'?

33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusa-

lem and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were

with them,

34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to

Simon.

3.5 And they told what things tvere done in the way, and how

he was known of them in breaking of bread.
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LESSON LXV.

JESUS APPEARS TO HIS DISCIPLES—THOMAS' DOUBT
REMOVED.

ST. JOHN XX. \ npHEN the same day at evening, being the first

19-31. j X day of the week, when tlie doors were shut

where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came

Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them. Peace be unto

you.

20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto tlieni his hands

and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

'1\ Then said Jesus to them again. Peace he unto you: as my
Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith

unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost :

23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them
;

and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not

with them when Jesus came.

25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen

the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his

hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of

the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.

26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and

Thomas with them : then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and

stood in the midst, and said. Peace be unto you.

27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and be-

hold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into

my side: and be not faithless, but believing.

28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and

my God.

29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me,

thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet

have believed.

30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of

his disciples, which are not written in this book :

31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is

the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have

life through his name.
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LESSON LXVI.

JESUS APPEARS AT THE SEA OF TIBERIAS.

ST. JOHN XXI.
j

A FTER these things Jesus shewed himself

/ IX again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias
;

and on this wise shewed he himself.

2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didy-
mus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee,
and two other of his disciples.

3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto

him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a

ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the

shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

5 Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat?

They answered him, No.

•6 And he said urito them. Cast the net on the right side of

the ship, and ye shall lind. They cast therefore, and now they
were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter,
It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the

Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and
did cast himself into the sea.

8 And the other disciples came in a little ship ; (for they were
not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging
the net with fishes.

9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of

coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.

10 Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have
now caught.

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of

great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there

•were so many, yet was not the net broken.

1 2 Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the

disciples durst ask him, Who art thou ? knowing that it was the

Lord.

13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh broad, and giveth them,
and fish likewise.
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14 This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to

his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.

15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter,

Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these ? He saith

unto him, Yea, Lord
;
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith

unto him. Feed my lambs.

16 He saith to him a^^ain the second time, Simon, son of

Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou

knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas,
lovest thou me 1 Peter was grieved because he said unto him
the third time, Lovest thou me 1 And he said unto him, Lord,
thou knowest all things ;

thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus
saith unto him. Feed my sheep.

18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young,
thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but
when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and
another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.

19 This spako he, signifying by what death he should glorify
God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow

me.

20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus
loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and

said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth theo?

21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this

man do?

22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come,
what is that to thee 1 follow thou me.

23 Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that
that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He
shall not die; but. If I will that he tarry till I come, what is tlwl

to thee ?

24 This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and
wrote these things: and we know that his testimony is true.

25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did,
the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that

even tlie world itself could not contain the books that should be
written. Amen.
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LESSON LXVII.

THE ASCENSION.

ST. MATTHEW XXVIII. \ rpHEN the eleven disciples went away
16-20. / J. into Galilee, into a mountain where

Jesus had appointed them.

17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some
<loubted.

18 And .Jesus came and spake unto them, saying. All power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching thern to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alvvay, even unto the
end of the world. Amen.

ST. MARK XVI.\ t ND he said unto them, Go ye into all the

15-20. / IJL woi'ld, and preach the gospel to every
creature.

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that beiieveth not shall be damned.

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new
tojigues ;

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick,
and they shall recover.

19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was re-

ceived up into heaven, and .sat on the right hand of God.

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord

working with them, and confirming the word with signs follow-

ing'. Amen.
'S?'

ST. LUKE XXIV.
I

4 ND, behold, I send the promise of my
49 53. I XX Father upon you : but tarry ye in the

city of Jerusaleiri, until ye be endued with power from on high.

50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted

up his liands, and blessed them.
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51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted
from them, and carried up into heaven.

62 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with

great joy:

53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing
Ood. Amen.



PART II.

HISTORICAL AND DIDACTIC—THE ACTS
OF THE APOSTLES.

LESSON I.

THE ASCENSION.

THE ACTS I."! mHE former treatise have I made, OTheophilus,
1-14. J L of all that Jesus began both to do aud teach,

2 Until the day, in which he was taken up, after that he

through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apos
ties whom he had chosen :

3 To whom* also he shewed himself alive after his passion by

many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speak-

ing of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God :

4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them
that they should not depart from .Jerusalem, but wait for the

promise of the Father, which, sailh he, ye have heard of me.

5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be bap-
tized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of

him, saying. Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the king-
dom of Israel ?

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times

or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is

come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru-

salem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost

part of the earth.

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld,
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
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10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he

went up, behold, two men stood by them in white appai^el;

1 1 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing

up into heaven 1 this same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.

1 2 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called

Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.

13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper
room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew,
Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son

of Alphajus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother' of James.

14 These all continXaed with one accord in prayer and suppli-

cation, with the women, and INIary the mother of Jesus, and with

his brethren.

LESSON 11.

THE DAY OF PENTECOST.

THE ACTS ll.\ A ND when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
1-21. / JL1_ they were all with one accord in one place.

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rush-

ing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sit-

ting.

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of

fire, and it sat upon each of them.

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men,
out of every nation under heaven.

6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came to-

gether, and were confounded, because that every man heard them

speak in his own language.

7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to an-

other, Beliold, are not all these which speak Galilasaus ?

8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein
we were born^

9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in

Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,

22
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10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of

Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,

1 1 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues
the wonderful works of God.

12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one
to another, What meaneth this ?

13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice,
and said unto them. Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at

Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and heai-ken to my words :

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is hut
the third hour of the day.

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will

pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams:

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour
out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in

the earth beneath; blood, and tire, and vapour of smoke:

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into

blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.

LESSON III.

PETER'S ADDRESS ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST.

THE ACTS II. \ \f^ men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of

22-4-7. / X Nazareth, a man approved of God among
you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him
in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

23 Ilim, being delivered by the determinate counsel and fore-

knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucitied and slain:

24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of

death : because it was not possible that he should be holdeu of it.
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25 For David speaketli concerning him, I foresaw the Lord

always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I sliould

not be moved:

26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad;
moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope :

27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt

thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt

make me full of joy with thy countenance.

29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the

patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepul-
chre is with us unto this day.

30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, accord-

ing to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;

31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ,
that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corrup-
tion.

32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are wit-

nesses.

33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and

having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he

hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.

34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith

himself. The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right

hand,

35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that

God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both

Lord and Christ.

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their

heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles. Men
and brethren, what shall we do 1

38 Then Peter said unto them. Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,

and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to

all that are afar oftj even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort,

saying. Save yourselves from this untoward generation.
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41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about thi'ee thou-

sand souls.

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine

and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and

signs were done by the apostles.

44 And all that believed were together, and had all things

common;
45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to

all men, as every man had need.

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with

gladness and singleness of heart,

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

LESSON IV.
 

THE LAME MAN HEALED—PETER'S ADDRESS.

THE ACTS lll.\ MOW Peter and John went up together into

/ 1 1 the temple at the hour of prayer, being the

ninth hour.

2 And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried,

whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called

Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple;

3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple
asked an alms.

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said,

Look on us.

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive some-

thing of them.

6 Then Peter said. Silver and gold have I none; but such as

I have give I thee : In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise

up and walk.

7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up : and

immediately his feet and ancle bones received strength.
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8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with

them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.

9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God :

10 And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the

Beautiful gate of the temple : and they were filled with wonder
and amazement at that which had happened unto him.

11 And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and

John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is

called Solomon's, greatly wondering.

12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people. Ye
men of Israel, why marvel ye at this 1 or why look ye so earnestly
on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this

man to walk ?

13 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God
of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered

up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was deter-

mined to let him go.

14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a

murderer to be granted unto you;

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from

the dead; whereof we are witnesses.

16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this

man strong, whom ye see and know : yea, the faith which is by
him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you
all.

17 And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did

it, as did also your rulers.

18 But those things, which God before had shewed by the

mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suff'er, he hath so

fulfilled.

19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the

presence of the Lord
;

20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached
unto you :

21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitu-

tion of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his

holy prophets since the world began.

22 For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the

Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me;
him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.
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23 And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which •will not

hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.

24 Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that fol-

low after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these

days.

25 Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant
which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in

thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.

26 Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent

him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his

iniquities.

LESSON V.

PETER AND JOHN BEFORE THE COUNCIL.

THE ACTS IV. \ A ND as they spake unto the people, the priests,

1-22. / 1A_ and the captain of the temple, and the Sad-

ducees, came upon them,

2 Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached

through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

3 And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto

the next day : for it was now eventide.

4 Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed
;
and

the number of the men was about five thousand.

5 And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and

elders, and scribes,

6 And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and

Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest,

were gathered together at Jerusalem.

7 And when they had set them in the midst, they asked. By
what power, or by what name, have ye done this ?

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye
rulers of the people, and elders of Israel,

9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the

impotent man, by what means he is made whole;

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel,

that by the name of Jesi>3 Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified,

whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand

here before you whole.
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11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders,
which is become the head of the corner.

1 2 Neither is there salvation in any other : for tliere is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be

saved.

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and

perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they mar-

velled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been
with Jesus.

14 And beholding the man which was healed standing with

them, they could say nothing against it.

15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of

the council, they conferred among themselves,

16 Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a

notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them
that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.

17 But that it spread no further among the people, let us

straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in

this name.

18 And they called them, and commanded them not to speak
at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered and said unto them. Whe-
ther it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more
than unto God, judge ye.

20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen

and heard.

21 So when they had further threatened them, they let them

go, finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the

people : for all men glorified God for that which was done.

22 For the man was above forty years old, on whom this

miracle of healing was shewed.

LESSON VI.

BENEVOLENCE OF THE EARLY CHURCH—ANANIAS AND
SAPPHIRA.

THE ACTS IV. \ A ND being let go, they went to their own
23-37. / IJL company, and reported all that the chief

priests and elders had said unto them.
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24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to

God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast

made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:

25 Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why
did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things ?

26 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gath-
ered together against the Lord, and against his Christ.

27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou

hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles,

and the people of Israel, were gathered together,

28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined

before to be done.

29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings : and grant unto

thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,

30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal
;
and that signs and

wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.

31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where

they were assembled, together; and they were all filled with the

Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart

and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things
which he possessed was his own

;
but they had all things common.

33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the

resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them

all.

34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as

many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought
the prices of the things that were sold,

35 And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution

was made unto every man according as he had need.

36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas,

(wliich is, being interpreted. The son of consolation,) a Levite,

and of the country of Cyprus,

37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it

at the apostles' feet.

THE ACTS V.\ 7_^UT a certain man named Ananias, with Sap-
1-11. / X) phira his wife, sold a possession,

2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy
to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet.
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3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart

to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back ^jjar^ of the price of

the land 1

4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own ? and after it was

sold, was it not in thine own power ? why hast thou conceived
this thing in thine heart "? thou hast not lied unto men, I ut unto
God.

5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up
the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these

things.

6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him
out, and buried hiin.

7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his

wife, not knowing what was done, came in.

8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the
land for so much 1 And she said. Yea, for so much.

9 Then Peter said unto her. How is it that ye have agreed
together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord ? behold, the feet of them
which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry
thee out.

10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up
the ghost : and the young men came in, and found her dead, and,

carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.

11 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as

many as heard these things.

LESSON VIL

THE APOSTLES IMPRISONED.

THE ACTS VO rpHEN"
the high priest rose up, and all they

17-42. / X that were Avith him, (which is the sect of

the Sadducees,) and wei-e filled with indignation,

18 And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the

common prison.

19 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison
doors, and brought them forth, and said,

20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the
words of this life.

21 And when they heard that, they entered into the temple
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early in the morning, and taught. But the high priest came, and

they that were with him, and called the council togethei", and all

the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have
them brought.

22 But when the officers came, and found them not in the

prison, they returned, and told,

23 Saying, Tiie prison truly found we shut with all safety,

and the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we
had opened, we found no man within.

24 Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple
and the chief priests heard these things, they doubted of them
whereunto this would grow.

25 Then came one and told them, saying. Behold, the men
whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching
the people.

26 Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them
without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should

have been stoned.

27 And when they had brought them, they set them before

the council: and the high priest asked them,

28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should

not teach in this nan)e 1 and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem

with your doctiine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.

29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We
ought to obey God rather than men.

30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and

hanged on a tree.

31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to he a Prince

and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness
of sins.

32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also

the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.

33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took

counsel to slay them.

34 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named

Gamaliel, a doctor of tlie law, had in reputation among all the

people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space;

35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to your-
selves what ye intend to do as touching these men.

36 For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 331

to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred,

joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed
him, were scattered, and brought to nought.

37 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the

taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished;
and all, eve7i as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.

38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let

them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will

come to nought:
39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye

be found even to fight against God.

40 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the

apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not

speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

41 And they departed from the presence of the council, re-

joicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his

name.

42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased

not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.

LESSON VIII.

THE SEVEN APPOINTED—STEPHEN ACCUSED.

THE ACTS VI. \ A ISTD in those days, when the number of the

/ XA- disciples was multiplied, there arose a

murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their

widows were neglected in the daily ministration.

2 Then the tv/elve called the multitude of the disciples unto

them, and said. It is not reason that we should leave the word of

God, and serve tables.

3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of

honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may
appoint over this business.

4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the

ministry of the word.

5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude : and they chose

Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip,
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and
Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:
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6 Whom they set before tlie apostles: and when they had

prayed, they laid their hands on them.

7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the

disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company
of the priests were obedient to the faith.

8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders
and miracles among the people.

9 Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called

the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians,
and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.

10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit

by which he spake.

11 Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him

speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God.

12 And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the

scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to

the council,

13 And set up false witnesses, which said. This man ceaseth
not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the
law:

14 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth
shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses
delivered us.

15 And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him,
saw his face as it had been the face of an ant^el.

LESSON IX.

STEPHEN'S DEFENCE.

THE ACTS VII. \ rpHEN said the high priest, Are these things
1-29. / i so-?

2 And he said, Men, brethi-en, and fathers, hearken; The
God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in

Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran,
3 And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from

thy kindred, and come into the land which 1 shall shew thee.

4 Then came he out of the land of the Chaldjeans, and dwelt
in Chairan: and from thence, when his father- was dead, he re-

moved him into this land, wherein ye now dwell.
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5 And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as

to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him
for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no
child.

6 And God spake on this wise. That his seed should sojourn
in a strange land

;
and that they should bring them into bondage,

and entreat them evil four hundred years.

7 And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I

judge, said God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve

me in this place.

8 And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Ahror
ham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac

begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs.

9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into

Egypt: but God was with him,

10 And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him
favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and
he made him governor over Egypt and all his house.

11 Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and

Chanaan, and great aiBiction: and our fathers found no suste-

nance.

12 But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he
sent out our fathers first.

13 And at the second time Joseph was made known to his

brethren; and Joseph's kindred was made known unto Pharaoh.

14 Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, and
all his kindred, threescoi'e and fifteen souls.

15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our

fathers,

16 And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepul-
chre that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the sons of

Emmor the father of Sychem.
17 But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God

had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt,
18 Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph.

19 The same dealt subtilly with our kindred, and evil en-

treated our fathers, so that they cast out their young children, to

the end they might not live.

20 In which time Moses was born, and was exceedinc fair,

and nourished up in his father's house three months :
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21 And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took him

up, and nourished him for her own son.

22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyp-
tians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.

23 And when he was full forty years old, it came into his

heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel.

24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him,
and avenged hiin that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian:

25 For he supposed his brethren would have understood how
that God by his hand would deliver them : but they understood

not.

26 And the next day he shewed himself unto them as they
strove, and would have set them at one again, saying. Sirs, ye are

brethren; why do ye wrong one to another?

27 But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away,

saying. Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us %

28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday ?

29 Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the

land of JMadian, where he begat two sons.

LESSON X.

STEPHEN'S DEFENCE—((7o?i<mMerf)—HIS MARTYRDOM.

THE ACTS V!l.) A ND when forty years were expired, there

30-60. J IX appeared to him in the wilderness of mount
Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.

31 When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he

drew near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came unto him,

32 Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham,
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trem-

bled, and durst not behold.

33 Then said the Lor-d to him, Put off thy shoes from thy
feet: for the place where thou standest is holy ground.

34 I have seen, I have seen tlie affliction of my people which
is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning, and am come down
to deliver them. And now come, I will send thee into Egypt.

35 This INloses whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a

ruler and a judge 1 the same did God send to be a ruler and a de-
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liverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the

bush.

36 He brought them out, after that he had shewed wonders
and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red sea, and in the

wilderness forty years.

37 This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel,

A prophet shall the Lord your God i-aise up unto you of your
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear.

38 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with

the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our

fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us:

39 To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from

them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt,

40 Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for as

for this Moses, which brought us out of the land of Egypt, we
wot not what is become of him.

41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice

unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.

42 Then God turned, and gave thera up to worship the host of

heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house

of Israel, have ye offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the

space q/ forty yeai's in the wilderness?

43 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of

your God Remphan, figures which ye made to worsliip them: and
I will carry you away beyond Babylon.

44 Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilder-

ness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should

make it according to the fashion that he had seen.

45 Which also our fathers that came after brouf^ht in with

Jesus into the possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out

before the face of our fathers, unto the days of David;
46 Who found favour before God, and desired to find a taber-

nacle for the God of Jacob.

47 But Solomon built him an house.

48 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with

hands; as saith the prophet,

49 Heaven is my throne, and eai'th is my footstool: what
house will ye build me ^ saith the Lord: or what is the place of

my rest^

60 Hath not my hand made all these things ?
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51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircuiucised in heart and ears, ye do

always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?
and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of

the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and mur-
derers :

53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels,
and have not kept it.

54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart,

and they gnashed on him with their teeth.

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the

right hand of God,

56 And said. Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son
of man standing on the right hand of God.

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their

ears, and ran upon him with one accord,

58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the

witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose
name was Saul.

59 And they stoned Steplien, calling upon God, and saying,
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

GO And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord,

lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he

fell asleep.

LESSON XL

THE CHURCH PLANTED IN SAMARIA.

THE ACTS VIII.) A ND Saul was consenting unto his death.

1-25. / IX And at that time there was a great per-

secution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they
were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and

Samaria, except the apostles.

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made

great lamentation over him.

3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into

every house, and haling men and women committed them to

prison.
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4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where

preaching the word.

5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached
Christ unto them.

6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things
which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he

did.

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of

many that were possessed rcith them: and many taken with pal-

sies, and that were lame, were healed.

8 And there was great joy in that city.

9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which before-

time in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of

Samaria, giving out that liimself was some great one:

10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest,

saying, This man is the great power of God.

1 1 And to him they had regard, because that of long time lie

had bewitched them with sorceries.

12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things con-

cerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they
were baptized, both men and women.

13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was bap-
tized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the

miracles and signs which M^ere done.

14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them
Peter and John :

15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that

they might receive the Holy Ghost:

16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they
were baptized in the name of the Loi'd Jesus.)

17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the

Holy Ghost.

18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apos-
tles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay

hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.

20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, be-

cause thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased
with money.

23
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21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy
heart is not right in the sight of God.

22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if

perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.

23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and
in the bond of iniquity.

24 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for

me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon
me.

25 And they, when they had testified and preached the word

of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in

many villages of the Samaritans.

LESSON xn.

PHILIP BAPTIZES THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH.

THE ACTS VIII.\ A ND the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip,

26-40. / A. saying, Arise, and go toward the south

unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which

is desert.

27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia,
an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethio-

pians, who had the charge of all her ti'easure, and had come to

Jerusalem for to worship,

28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the

prophet.

29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself

to this chariot.

30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the

prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest ?

31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide
me ? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with

him.

32 The place of the scripture which he read was this. He was

led as a sheep to the slaughter ;
and like a lamb dumb before his

shearer, so opened he not his mouth:

33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away : and who
shall declare his generation ] for his life is taken from the earth.
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34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of

whom speaketh the prophet this'? of himself, or of some other

man ?

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same

scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.

36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain

water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder

me to be baptized ?

37 And Philip said. If thou believest with all thine heart,

thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus

Christ is the Son of God.

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and
he baptized him.

39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit

of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no

more: and he went on his way rejoicing.

40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he

preached in all the cities, till he came to Csesarea.

LESSON XIII.

THE CONVERSION OF SAUL.

THE ACTS IX. \ A ND Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and
1-22. j IJL slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,

went unto the high priest,

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues,
that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or

women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly
there sinned round about him a light from heaven:

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him,

Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me 1

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord 1 And the Lord said, I

am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick

against the pricks.

6 And he trembling and astonished said. Lord, what wilt thou

have me to do 1 And the Lord said unto him. Arise, and go into

the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.
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7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless,

heai'ing a voice, but seeing no man.

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were

opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and

brousjht him into Damascus.

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat

nor drink.

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named
Ananias ; and to liim said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And
lie said, Behold, I am liere, Lord.

1 1 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street

which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for

one called Saul, of Tarsus; for, behold, he prayeth,

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming
in, and putting Ms hand on him, that he might leceive his sight*

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of

this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind
all that call on thy name.

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy Avay : for he is a chosen

vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings,
and the children of Israel :

16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for

my name's sake.

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house;
and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even

Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou earnest, hath

sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with

the Holy Ghost.

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been
scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was bap-
tized.

19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened.
Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at

Damascus.

20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues,
that he is the Son of God.

21 But all that heard Mm. wore amazed, and said; Is not this

he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem,
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and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound
unto the chief priests ?

22 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded
the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very
Christ.

LESSON XIV.

ESCAPE OF SAUL-HEALING OF ^NEAS-RAISING OF DORCAS.

THE ACTS IX. \ A ND after that many days were fulfilled, the

23-43. J 11. Jews took counsel to kill him :

24 But their laying await was known of Saul. And they
watched the gates day and night to kill hina.

25 Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down

by the wall in a basket.

26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join
himself to the disciples : but they were all afraid of him, and be-

lieved not that he was a disciple.

27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles,
and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way,
and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly
at Damascus in the name of Jesus.

28 And he was with them coming in and groins: out at Jeru-

salem.

29 And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and

disputed against the Grecians : but they went about to slay him.

30 Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down
to Csesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus.

31 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Gali-

lee and Samaria, and were edified
; and walking in the fear of the

Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.

32 And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarr
ters, he came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda.

33 And there he found a certain man named .^^Eneas, which
had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy.

34 And Peter said unto him, ^neas, Jesus Christ maketh
thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately.

35 And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and
turned to the Lord.
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36 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha,
which by interpretation is called Dorcas : this woman was full of

good works and almsdeeds which she did.

37 And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and
died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in an upper
chamber.

38 And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the dis-

ciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two

men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to them.

39 Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was

come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the

widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and gar-
ments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.

40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and

prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And
she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up.

41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he
had called the saints and widows, presented her alive.

42 And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many be-

lieved in the Lord.

43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa
with one Simon a tanner.

LESSON XV.

CORNELIUS—PETER'S VISION

THE ACTS X.\ rriHERE was a certain man in Caesarea called

1-23. / X Cornelius, a centurion of the band called

the Italian hand,

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house,
which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.

3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the

day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him,
Cornelius.

4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What
is it. Lord 1 And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms

are come up for a memorial before God.

5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose
surname is Peter.
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6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the

sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.

7 And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was de-

parted, he called two of his household servants, and a devout sol-

dier of them that waited on him continually ;

8 And when he had declared all these things unto them, he

sent them to Joppa.

9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew'

nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray
about the sixth hour:

10 And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but

while they made ready, he fell into a trance,

11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending
unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners,

and let down to the earth :

12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth,

and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.

13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.

14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any
thing that is common or unclean.

1 5 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What
God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.

16 This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again
into heaven.

17 Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which

he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from

Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon's house, and stood before

the gate,

18 And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed

Peter, were lodged there.

19 While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto

him, Behold, three men seek thee.

20 Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them,

doubting nothing: for I have sent them.

21 Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto

him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek:

what is the cause wherefore ye are come 1

22 And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and

one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of
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the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for

thee into his house, and to hear words of thee.

23 Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the

morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren from

Joppa accompanied him.

LESSON XVI.

ADMISSION OF THE GENTILES TO THE CHURCH.

THE ACTS X.\ A ND the morrow after they entered into Cses-

24-48. / A. area. And Cornelius waited for them, and
had called together his kinsmen and near friends.

25 And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell

down at his feet, and worshipped him.

26 But Peter took him up, saying. Stand up; I myself also

am a man.

27 And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many
that were come together.

28 And he said unto them. Ye know how that it is an unlaw-
ful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto
one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should
not call any man common or unclean.

29 Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I
was sent for : I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me ?

30 And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until

this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, be-

hold, a man stood before me in bright clothing,

31 And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms
are had in remembrance in the sight of God.

32 Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose sur-

name is Peter; he is lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner

by the sea side : who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee.

33 Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well

done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present
before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.

34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said. Of a truth I per-
ceive that God is no respecter of persons:

3.5 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketb

righteousness, is accepted with him.
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36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel,

preaching peace by Jesus Christ : (he is Lord of all
:)

37 That word, / say, ye know, which was published through-
out all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which

John preached;

38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost

and with power : who went about doing good, and healing all that

were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in

the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and

hanged on a tree :

40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;

41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of

God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose

from the dead.

42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to

testify that it is he which was ordained of God to he the Judge of

quick and dead.

43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his

name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell

on all them which heard the word.

45 And they of the circumcision which believed were aston-

ished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles

also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.

46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify
God. Then answered Peter,

47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be bap-

tized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we 1

48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of

the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

LESSON XVII.

PERSECUTION BY HEROD.

THE ACTS XII.
"I \yOW about that time Herod the king stretched

}N'1-23. / 1^ forth his hands to vex certain of the church.

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.
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3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded fur-

ther to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened

bread.)

4 And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison,
and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him;
intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.

5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made
without ceasing of the church unto God for him.

6 And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same

night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two
chains : and the keepers before the door kept the prison.

7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a

light shined in the prison : and he smote Peter on the side, and
raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell ofl

from Ids hands.

8 And the angel said unto him. Gird thyself, and bind on thy
sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him. Cast thy gar-
ment about thee, and follow me.

9 And he went out, and followed him
;
and wist not that it was

true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision.

10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they
came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened
to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on

through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him.

11 And when Peter was come to himself, he said. Now T

know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath

delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expecta-
tion of the people of the Jews.

12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the

house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark;
where many were gathered together praying.

13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel

came to hearken, named Rhoda.

1 4 And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the gate
for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate.

1.5 And they said unto her. Thou art mad. But she con-

stantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his

angel.

16 But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened
tlie door, and saw him, they were astonished.
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17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their

peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of

the prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and
to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another place.

18 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among
the soldiers, what was become of Peter.

19 And when Herod had sought for him, and found him not,
he examined the keepers, and commanded that they should be

put to death. And he went down from Judaea to Csesarea, and
there abode.

20 And Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre and
Sidon: but they came with one accord to him, and, having made
Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired peace; be-

cause their country was nourished by the king's country.

21 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat

upon his throne, and made an oration unto them.

22 And the people gave a shout, sayhig, It is the voice of a

god, and not of a man.

23 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, be-

cause he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms,
and gave up the ghost.

LESSON XVIIL

PAUL AT ANTIOCH IN FISIDIA.

THE ACTS
XIII.]

rnHEN Paul stood up, and beckoning with Ais

16-43. J _L hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear

God, give audience.

17 Tlie God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and
exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of

Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them out of it.

18 And about the time of forty years suffered he their man-
ners in the wilderness.

19 And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of

Chanaan, he divided their land to them by lot.

20 And after that he gave unto them judges about the space
of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet.

21 And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto
them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the

space of forty years.
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22 And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them
David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and

said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own
heart, which shall fulfil all my will.

23 Of this man's seed hath God according to his promise raised

unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:

24 When John had first preached befoi'e his coming the bap-
tism of repentance to all the people of Israel.

25 And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye
that I am ? I am not he. But, behold, there cometh one after

me, whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose.

26 Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and
whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this sal-

vation sent.

27 For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because

they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are

read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning
him.

28 And though they found no cause of death in him, yet de-

sired they Pilate that he should be slain.

29 And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him,

they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre.

30 But God raised him from the dead:

31 And he was seen many days of them which came up with

him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the

people.

32 And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise
which was made unto the fathers,

33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that

he hath raised up Jesus again ;
as it is also written in the second

psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.

34 And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead,

now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will

give you the sure mercies of David.

35 Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not

sufier thine Holy One to see corruption.

36 For David, after he had served his own generation by the

will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw

•corruption :

37 But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.
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38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that

through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:

39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things,
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.

40 Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken
of in the prophets;

41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work
a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe,

though a man declare it unto you.

42 And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the

Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them
the next sabbath.

43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the

Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who,

speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of

God.

LESSON XIX.

PAUL AND BARNABAS IN ASIA MINOR.

THE ACTS XIV. "I A ND it came to pass in Iconium, that they
/ xjL went both together into the synagogue of

the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews
and also of the Greeks believed.

2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made
their minds evil aifected against the brethren.

3 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in tlie Lord,
which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted

signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

4 But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held

with the Jews, and part with the apostles.

5 And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles,
and also of the Jews with their rulers, to use tJiem despitefuUy,
and to stone them,

6 They were ware of it, and fl^ed unto Lystra and Derbe,
cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about:

7 And there they preached the gospel.

8 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet,

being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked:
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9 The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him,

and perceiving that he had faith to be healed,

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And
he leaped and walked.

11 And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted

up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are

come down to us in the likeness of men.

12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius,

because he was the chief speaker.

13 Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city,

brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have done

sacrifice with the people.

14 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of,

they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out,

15 And saying. Sirs, why do ye these things^ We also are

men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should

turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven,

and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:

16 Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their

own ways.

17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that

he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons,

filling our hearts with food and gladness.

18 And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people,

that they had not done sacrifice unto them.

19 And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and

Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul,

drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose

up, and came into the city : and the next day he departed with

Barnabas to Derbe.

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and

had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium,

and Antioch,

22 Conarming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them

to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribula-

tion enter into the kingdom of God.

23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church,

and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord,

on whom they believed.
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24 And after they had passed throughout Pisidia, they came

to Pamphylia.
25 And when they had preached the word in Perga, they went

down into Attalia:

26 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been

recommended to the grace of God for the work which they ful-

filled.

27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church

together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and

how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.

28 And there they abode long time with the disciples.

LESSON XX.

PAUL IN MACEDONIA—LYDIA—THE PHILIPPIAN JAILOR.

THE ACTS XVI. \ A ND a vision appeared to Paul in the night,

9-40. / l\- There stood a man of Macedonia, and

prayed him, saying. Come over into Macedonia, and help us.

10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeav-

oured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord

had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.

11 Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight

course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis;

12 And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that

part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abid-

ing certain days.

13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side,

where prayer was wont to be made
;
and we sat down, and spake

unto the women which resorted thither.

14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of

the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose

heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which

were spoken of Paul.

15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she be-

Bou^ht us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,

come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.

16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel

possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her

masters much gain by soothsaying :
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17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These
men aie the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us-

the way of salvation.

18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved,
turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of

Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the sam&
hour.

19 And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains
was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the

marketplace unto the rulers,

20 And brought theni to the magistrates, saying, These men,

being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city,

21 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive,
neither to observe, being Romans.

22 And the multitude rose up together against them: and
the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat

them.

23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they-
cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:

24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the
inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.

25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises
unto God: and the prisoners heard them.

26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the

foundations of the prison were shaken : and immediately all the
doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and

seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would
have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no
harm : for we are all here.

29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trem-

bling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,

30 And brought them out, and said. Sirs, what must I do to

be saved ?

31 And they said. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thoa
shalt be saved, and thy house.

32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all

that were in his house.
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33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed
tlteir stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.

34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat
before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.

35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants,

saying. Let those men go.

36 And the keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, The

magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore depart, and

go in peace.

37 But Paul said unto them. They have beaten us openly un-

condemned, being Romans, and have cast us into prison; and
now do they thrust us out privily % nay verily ;

but let them come
themselves and fetch us out.

38 And the serjeants told these words unto the magistrates:
and they feared, when they heard that they were Romans.

39 And they came and besought them, and brought them out,
and desired tJiem to depart out of the city.

40 And they went out of the prison, and entered into the

house of Lydia : and when they had seen the brethren, they com-
forted them, and departed.

LESSON XXI.

PAUL AT BEREA AND ATHENS.

THE ACTS XVII. \ A ND the brethren immediately sent away
10-34. / ix Paul and Silas by night unto Berea:

who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.

11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that

they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched
the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

12 Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable
women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.

13 But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that

the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, they came thither

also, and stirred up the people.

14 And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go
as it were to the sea: but Silas and Timotheus abode there still.

15 And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens:
24
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anil receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to

come to him with all speed, they departed.

16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was
stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.

17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews,
and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them
that met with him.

18 Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the

Stoicks, encountered him. And some said. What will this bab-

bler say 1 other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange

gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.

19 And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus,

saying. May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou

speakest, is?

20 For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we
would know therefore what these things mean.

21 (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there

spent their time in notliing else, but either to tell, or to hear

some new thing.)

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye
men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too super-
stitious.

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found
an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing
that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples
made with hands

;

25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and
all things;

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to

dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times

before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation
;

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel

after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of

us:

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as cer-

tain also of your own poets have said. For we are also his off-

spring.
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29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or

stone, graven by art and man's device.

30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every where to repent:

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will

judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath or-

dained
; icliereof he hath given assurance unto all inen, in that

he hath raised him from the dead.

32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some
mocked : and others said. We will hear thee again of this matter.

33 So Paul departed from among them.

34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among
the which ivas Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named
Damaris, and others with them.

LESSON XXII.

PAUL AT CORINTH.

THE ACTS XVIII. \ A FTER these things Paul departed from
1-17. / lA. Athens, and came to Corinth;

2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus,

lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that

Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and
came unto them.

3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode witli them,
and wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers.

4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and per-
suaded the Jews and the Greeks.

5 And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia,
Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus

was Christ.

6 And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he

shook his raiment, and said unto them. Your blood he upon your
own heads

;
I avi clean : from henceforth I will go unto the Gen-

tiles.

7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's

house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house

joined hard to the synagogue.
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8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on
the Lord with all his house

;
and many of the Corinthians hear-

ing believed, and were baptized.

9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be
not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace:

10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt

thee: for I have much people in this city.

11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching
the word of God among them.

12 And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews
made insurrection with one accord against Paul, and brought
him to the judgment seat,

13 Saying, This fellow persuadeth men to worship God con-

trary to the law.

14 And when Paul was now about to open his mouth, Gallio

said unto the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong or wicked lewd-

ness, O ye Jews, reason would that I should bear with you:

15 But if it be a question of words and names, and o/" your
law, look ye to it; for I will be no judge of such matters.

16 And he drave them from the judgment seat.

17 Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the

synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. And Gallia

cared for none of those things.

LESSON XXIIL

PAUL AT EPHESUS.

THE ACTS XIX. \ A ND it came to pass, that, while Aporos was
1-20. / 11. at Corinth, Paul having passed through

the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,

2 He said unto them. Have ye received the Holy Ghost since

ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as

heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

3 And he said unto them. Unto what then were ye baptized ?

And they said. Unto John's baptism.

4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of

repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe oil

him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.
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5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of

the Lord Jesus.

6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy
Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophe-
sied.

7 And all the men were about twelve.

8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the

space of three months, disputing and persuading the things con-

cerning the kingdom of God.

9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake
evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them,
and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one

Tyrannus,
10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that all

they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both
Jews and Greeks.

1 1 And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul :

12 So that from his body wei-e brought unto the sick hand-
kerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and
the evil spirits went out of them.

13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon
them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the
Lord Jesus, saying,We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.

14 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief
of the priests, which did so.

16 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and
Paul I know

;
but who are ye ?

16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them,
and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled

out of that house naked and wounded.

17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also

dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of
the Lord Jesus was magnified.

18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed
their deeds.

19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their
books together, and burned them before all men: and they count-
ed the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.
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LESSON XXIV.

UPROAR AT EPHESUS.

^\\L ACTS XIX.
I

A FTER these things were ended, Paul pur-
21-41. / Xjl posed in the spirit, when he had passed

through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying. After
I have been there, I must also see Rome.

22 So he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered
unto him, Timotheus and Erastus; but he himself stayed in Asia
for a season.

23 And the same time there arose no small stir about that

way.
24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which

made silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain unto the

craftsmen;

25 Whom he called together with the workmen of like occu-

pation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our
wealth.

26 Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but
almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned

away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made
with hands:

27 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at

nought ;
but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana

should be despised, and her magnificence should be destroyed,
whom all Asia and the world worshippeth.

28 And when they heard these sayings, they were full of

wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.

29 And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having
caught Gains and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul's com-

panions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the theatre.

30 And when Paul would have entered in unto the people,
the disciples suffered him not.

31 And certain of the cliief of Asia, which were his friends,

sent unto him, desiring him tliat he would not adventure himself

into the theatre.

32 Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the

assembly was confused; and the more part knew not wherefore

they were come together.
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33 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews

putting him foi'ward. And Alexander beckoned with the hand,

and would have made his defence unto the people.

34 But when they knew that he was a Jew, all with one

voice about the space of two hours cried out, Great is Diana of

the Ephesians.

35 And when the townclerk had appeased the people, he said,

Ye men of Ephesus, what man is there that knoweth not how
that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the great god-
dess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Jupiter ?

36 Seeing then that these things cannot be spoken against,

ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly.

37 For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither

robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers of your goddess.

38 Wherefore if Demetrius, and the craftsmen which are with

him, have a matter against any man, the law is open, and there

are deputies: let them implead one another.

39 But if ye enquire any thing concerning other matters, it

shall be determined in a lawful assembly.

40 For we are in danger to be called in question for this day's

uproar, there being no cause whereby we' may give an account of

this concourse.

41 And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly.

LESSON XXV.

PAUL AT TROAS.

THE ACTS XX. \ A ND after the uproar was ceased, Paul called

1_'|6. J i\. unto him the disciples, and embraced them,

and departed for to go into Macedonia.

2 And when he had gone over those parts, and had given

them much exhortation, he came into Greece,

3 And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid

wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to

return through Macedonia.

4 And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea;

and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius

of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.
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5 These going before tarried for us at Troas.

6 And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleav-

ened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we
abode seven days.

7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples

came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready
to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until mid-

night.

8 And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where

they were gathered together.

9 And there sat in a window a certain young man named

Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep : and as Paul was long

preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third

loft, and was taken up dead.

10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him

said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him,

11 When he therefore was come up again, and had broken

bread, and eaten, and talked a long while, even till break of day,

so he departed.

12 And they brought the young man alive, and were not a

little comforted.

13 And we went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there

intending to take in Paul : for so had he appointed, minding him-

self to go afoot.

14 And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and

came to Mitylene.

15 And we sailed thence, and came the next day over against

Chios; and the next day we arrived at Samos, and tarried at

Tro'^yllium; and the next day we came to Miletus.

16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he

would not spend the time in Asia : for he hasted, if it were pos-

sible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.

LESSON XXVI.

PAUL'S CHARGE TO THE EPHESIAN ELDERS.

THE ACTS XX. \ A ND from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and

•}A"e.17-38, J x\- called the elders of the church.
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18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye
know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what man-
ner I have been with you at all seasons,

19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with

many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in

wait of the Jews :

20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto

you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and
from house to house,

21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, re-

pentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem,
not knowing the things that shall befall me thei^'e :

23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying
that bonds and afilictions abide me.

24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life

-dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify
the gospel of the grace of God.

25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have

gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.

26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure
from the blood of all men.

27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the coun-

sel of God.

28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,

over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed

the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse

things, to draw away disciples after them.

31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three

years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the

word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you
an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.

33 I have coveted no man's.silver, or gold, or apparel.

34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered

iunto my necessities, and to them that were with me.
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35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye
ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the

Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive.

36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and

prayed with them all.

37 And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and
kissed him.

38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that

they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him
unto the ship.

LESSON XXVII,

PAUL'S RETURN TO JERUSALEM.

THE ACTS XXI. \ A ND when we were come to Jerusalem, the

17-39. / XA. brethren received us gladly.

18 And the day following Paul went in with us unto James;
and all the elders were present.

19 And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly
what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.

20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said

unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there

are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:

21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the

Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that

they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after

the customs.

22 What is it therefore 1 the multitude must needs come to-

gether; for they will hear that thou art come.

23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men
which have a vow on them;

24 Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges
with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know
that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee,

are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keep-
est the law.

25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we hare written

and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that
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they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood,

and from strangled, and from fornication.

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying him-

self with them entered into the temple, to signify the accomplish-
ment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be

offered for every one of them.

27 And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews

which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred up
all the people, and laid hands on him,

28 Crying out. Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that

teacheth all men every where against the people, and the law,

and this place : and further brought Greeks also into the temple^
and hath polluted this holy place.

29 (For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus
an Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into

the temple.)

30 And all the city was moved, and the people ran together :

and they took Paul, and drew him out of the temple : and forth-

with the doors were shut.

31 And as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto the

chief captain of the band, that all Jerusalem was in an uproar.

32 Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran

down unto them : and when they saw the chief captain and the

soldiers, they left beating of Paul.

33 Then the chief captain came near, and took him, and com-

manded him to be bound with two chains; and demanded who he

was, and what he had done.

34 And some cried one thing, some another, among the mul-

titude : and when he could not know the certainty for the tumult,

he commanded him to be carried into the castle.

35 And when he came upon the stairs, so it was, that he was

borne of the soldiers for the violence of the people.

36 For the multitude of the people followed after, crying.

Away with him.

37 And as Paul was to be led into the castle, he said unto

the chief captain. May I speak unto thee? Who said. Canst

thou speak Greek ?

38 Art not thou that Egyptian, which before these days
madest an uproar, and leddest out into the wilderness four thou-

sand men that were murderers 1
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39 But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus, a

aity in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I beseech thee,

suffer me to speak unto the people.

LESSON XXVIII.

PAUL'S DEFENCE BEFORE THE PEOPLE.

THE ACTS XXI. \ A ND when he had given him license, Paul

40. J IJL stood on the stairs, and beckoned with

the hand unto the people. And when there was made a great

silence, he spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, saying,

THE ACTS XXII. \ MEN, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my
j ItJL defence lohich I muke now unto you.

2 (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue
to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,)

3 I am verily a man which am a Jew, bom in Tarsus, a city

in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and

taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers,

and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.

4 And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and de-

livering into prisons both men and. women.

5 As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the

estate of the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the

brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there

bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.

6 And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was
come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from

heaven a great light round about me.

7 And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto

me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me 1

8 And I answered. Who art thou, Lord ? And he said unto

me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.

9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were

afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me.

10 And I said. What shall I do. Lord ? And the Lord said

unto me. Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told

thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.
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11 And when I could not see for the glory of that light, being
led hj the hand of them that were with me, I came into Damascus,

12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law,

having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there,

13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul,,

receive thy sight. And the same hour I looked up upon him.

14 And he said. The God of our fathers hath chosen thee,

that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and

shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.

15 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou

hast seen and heard.

16 And now why tarriest thou^ arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

17 And it cume to pass, that, when I was come again to Jeru-

salem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance;

18 And saw him saying unto me. Make haste, and get thee

quickly out of Jerusalem : for they will not receive thy testimony

concerning me.

19 And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat

in every synagogue them that believed on thee :

20 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I

also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept
the raiment of them that slew him.

21 And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far

hence unto the Gentiles.

22 And they gave him audience unto this word, and then

lifted up their voices, and said. Away with such a fellow from,

the earth: for it is not fit that he should live.

23 And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw

dust into the air,

24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the

castle, and bade that he should be examined by scourging; that

he might know wherefore they cried so against him.

25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said vinto the

centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man.

that is a Roman, and uncondemned %

26 "When the centurion heard that, he went and told the chief'

captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a.

Kuinan.
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27 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me,
art thou a Roman ? He said, Yea.

28 And the chief captain answered, With a great sum ob-

tained 1 this freedom. And Paul said. But I wsis/ree born.

29 Then straightway they departed from him which should
have examined him ; and the chief captain also was afraid, after

he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him.

30 On the morrow, because he would have known the cer-

tainty wherefore he was accused of the Jews, he loosed him from
his bands, and commanded the chief priests and all their council

to appear, and brought Paul down, and set him before them.

LESSON XXIX.

CONSPIRACY TO KILL PAUL.

THE ACTS XXIII. \ i ND the night following the Lord stood by
11-35. / jGL him, end said, Be of good cheer, Paul:

for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear

witness also at Rome.

1 2 And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together,
and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would nei-

ther eat nor drink till they had killed Paul.

13 And they were more than forty which had made this con-

spiracy.

14 And they came to the chief priests and elders, and said.

We have bound ourselves under a great curse, that we will eat

nothing until we have slain Paul.

15 Now therefore ye with the council signify to the chief cap-
tain that he bring him down unto you to morrow, as though ye
would enquire something more perfectly concerning him : and we,
or ever he come near, are ready to kill him.

16 And when Paul's sister's son heard of their lying in wait,
he went and entered into the castle, and told Paul.

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions unto him, and said,

Bring this young man unto the chief captain: for he hath a cer-

tain thing to tell him.

18 So he took him, and brought him to the chief captain, and

said, Paul tho prisoner called nie unto him, and prayed me to
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bring this young man unto thee, who hath something to say unto

thee.

19 Then the chief captain took him by the hand, and went

with him aside privately, and asked him, What is that thou hast

to tell me ?

20 And he said, The Jews have agreed to desire thee that

thou wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into the council, as

though they would enquire somewhat of him more perfectly.

21 But do not thou yield unto them: for there lie in wait for

him of them more than forty men, which have bound themselves

with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink till they have

killed him : and now are they ready, looking for a promise from

thee.

22 So the chief captain then let the young man depart, and

charged him,. See thoit tell no man that thou hast shewed these

things to me.

23 And he called unto hivi two centurions, saying. Make ready
two hundred soldiers to go to C^sarea, and horsemen threescore

and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour of the

night;

24 And provide them beasts, that they may set Paul on, and

bring him, safe unto Felix the governor

25 And he wrote a letter after this manner*

26 Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor Felix

sendeth greeting.

27 This man was taken of the Jews, and should have been

killed of them : then came I with an army, and rescued him, hav-

ing understood that he was a Roman.

28 And when I would have known the cause wherefore they
accused him, I brought him forth into their council:

29 Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law,
but to have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds.

30 And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait for

the man, I sent straightway to thee, and gave commandment to

his accusers also to say before thee what they had against him.

Farewell.

31 Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul,
and brought him by night to Antipatris.

32 On the morrow they left the horsemen to go with him,
and returned to the castle:
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33 Who, wLen they came to Cfesarea, and delivered the epis-
tle to the governor, presented Paul also before him.

34 And when the governor had read the letter, he asked of

what province he was. And when he understood that lie was of

Cilicia;

35 I will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also come.

And he commanded him to be kept in Herod's judgment hall.

LESSON XXX.

PAUL BEFORE FELIX.

THE ACTS XXIV.
]^

A ND after five days Ananias the high priest

/ ]\. descended with the elders, and with a

certain orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor

against Paul.

2 And when he was called «forth, Tertullus began to accuse

him, saying, Seeing, that by thee we enjoy great quietness, and
that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy provi-

dence,

3 We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix,
with all thankfulness.

4 Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I

pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy clemency a few words.

5 For we have found this man a pestilent _/e//oj«, and a mover
of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ring-
leader of the sect of the Nazarenes :

6 Who also hath gone about to profane the temple : whom we
took, and would have judged according to our law.

7 But the chief captain Lysias came u]wn us, and with great
violence took hiin away out of our hands,

8 Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining
of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all these things, where-

of we accuse him.

9 And the Jews also assented, saying that these things were
so.

10 Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him
to speak, answered. Forasmuch as I know that thou hast boon of

many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully
answer for myself:
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11 Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet
but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship.

12 And they neither found me in the temple disputing with

any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues,
nor in the city :

13 Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse

me.

14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which

they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing
all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:

15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also

allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the

just and unjust.

16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a con-

science void of offence toward God, and toward men.

17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation,
and offerings.

18 Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in

the temple, neither with multitude, nor with tumult.

19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if

they had ought against me.

20 Or else let these same here say, if they have found any
evil doing in me, while I stood before the council,

21 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among
them. Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in ques-
tion by you this day.

22 And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect

knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said. When Lysias
the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of

j'our matter.

23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let

him have liberty, and that he should forbid none of his acquaint-
ance to minister or come unto him.

24 And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife

Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him

concerning the faith in Christ.

25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and

judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered. Go thy way
for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for

thee.

25
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26 He hoped also that money should have been given him of

Paul, that he might loose him : wherefore he sent for liim the

oftener, and communed with him.

27 But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix' room :

and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound.

LESSON XXXI.

PAUL BEFORE FESTUS-HE APPEALS TO C^SAR.

THE ACTS XXV. 1
ATOW when Festus was come into the prov-

/ l^ ince, after three days he ascended from

Ciesarea to Jerusalem.

2 Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed

him against Paul, and besought him,

3 And desired favour against him, that he would send for

him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill him.

4 But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Ciesarea,

and that he himself would depart shortly thither.

5 Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go
down with me, and accuse this man, if there be any wickedness

in him.

6 And when he had tarried aniong them more than ten days,
he went down unto Cfesarea; and the next day sitting on the

judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought.

7 And when he was come, the Jews which came down from

Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous com-

plaints against Paul, which they could not prove.

8 "While he answered for himself. Neither against the law of

the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have

1 oftended any thing at all.

9 But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered

Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged
of these things before me 1

10 Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where

I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou

very well knowest.

11 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing

worthy of death, T refuse not to die: but if there be none of
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these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me
unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.

12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council,

answered, Hast thou appealed unto Cjesar? unto Csesar shalt
thou go.

13 And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came
unto Csesarea to salute Festus.

14 And when they had been there many days, Festus declared
Paul's cause unto the king, saying. There is a certain man left in
bonds by Felix :

15 About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests
and the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have judg-
ment against him.

16 To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans
to deliver any man to die, before that he which is accused have
the accusers face to face, and have licence to answer for himself

concerning the crime laid against him.

1 7 Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay
on the morrow I sat on the judgment seat, and commanded the
man to be brought forth.

18 Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought
none accusation of such things as I supposed :

19 But had certain questions against him of their own super-
stition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to
be alive.

20 And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I
asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged
of these matters.

21 But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto the hear-

ing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I mio-ht send
him to Csesar.

22 Then Agrippa said unto Festus, I would also hear the man
myself. To morrow, said he, thou shalt hear him.

23 And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Ber-

nice, with great pomp, and was entered into the place of hearing,
with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, at Festus'
commandment Paul was brouijht forth.

24 And Festus said. King Agrippa, and all men which are
here present with us, ye see this man, about whom all the multi-
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tude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, and also

here, crying that he ought not to live any longer.

25 But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy
of death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I ha\e
determined to send him.

26 Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord.

Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially
before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after examination had, I might
have somewhat to write.

27 For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and
not withal to signify the crimes laid against him.

LESSON XXXII.

PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA.

THE ACTS XXVI.\,mHEN Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art

J JL permitted to speak for thyself. Then
Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself:

2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer
for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I

am accused of the Jews :

3 Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs
and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech
thee to hear me patiently.

4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first

among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;
5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify,

that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise
made of God unto our fathers:

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving
God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king
Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.

8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that

God should raise the dead ?

9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things

contrai-y to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the
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saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from
the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my
voice against them.

11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and com-

pelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against
them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.

12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and
commission from the chief priests,

1 3 At midday, king, I saw in the way a light from heaven,
above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them
which journeyed with me.

14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice

speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul,

why persecutest thou me 1 it is hard for thee to kick against the

pricks.

15 And I said. Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am
Jesus whom thou persecutest.

16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared
unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness
both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things
in the which I will appear unto thee;

17 Delivering thee from the people, &.wf{ from the Gentiles,
unto whom now I send thee,

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to

light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may re-

ceive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me.

1 9 Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto
the heavenly vision:

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusa-

lem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gen-
tiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet
for repentance.

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and
went about to kill me.

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto
this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other

things than those, which the prophets and Moses did say should
come :

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first
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that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the

people, and to the Gentiles.

24 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud

voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make
thee mad.

25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; -but speak
forth the words of truth and soberness.

26 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I

speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are

hidden from him
;
for this thing was not done in a corner.

27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets 1 I know that

thou believest.

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me
to be a Christian.

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but
also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether
such as I am, except these bonds.

30 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the

governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them :

31 And when they were gone aside, they talked between

themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death or

of bonds.

32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have

been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar.

LESSON XXXIII.

PAUL'S VOYAGE TO ROME.

THE ACTS XXVII. \ A ND when it was determined that we
1-20. / A. should sail into Italy, they delivered

Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a cen-

turion of Augustus' band.

2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched,

meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Mace-
donian of Thessalonica, being with us.

3 And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius cour-

teously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends

to refresh himself.
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4 And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under

Cyprus, because the winds were contrary.

5 And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pani-

phylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia.

6 And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailinj^
into Italy; and he put us therein.

7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were
come over against Cnidus, the wind not sobering us, we sailed

under Crete, over against Salmone;

8 And, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called

The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city o/*Lasea.

9 Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now

dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admon-
ished them,

10 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will

be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship,
but also of our lives.

11 Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and the

owner of the ship, more than those things which were spoken liy

Paul.

12 And because the haven was not commodious to winter in,

the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they

might attain to Phenice, and tliere to winter; which is an haven
of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west.

13 And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they
had obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close Ity

Crete.

14 But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous

wind, called Euroclydon.

15 And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into

the wind, we let her drive.

16 And running under a certain island which is called Clauda,
we had much work to come by the boat:

17 Which when they had taken up, they used helps, under-

girding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quick-

sands, strake sail, and so were driven.

18 And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next

day they lightened the ship;

19 And the third day we cast out with our own hands the

tackling of the ship.
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20 And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared,
and no small tempest lay on xis, all hope that we should be saved

was then taken away.

LESSON XXXIV.

PAUL'S SHIPWRECK.

THE ACTS XXVII. \ "pUT after long abstinence Paul stood forth

21-44. / -D iri the midst of them, and said, Sirs,

ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from

Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss.

22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall

be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship.

23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose

I am, and whom I serve,

24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before

Ca?sar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.

25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that

it shall be even as it was told me.

26 Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island.

27 But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven

up and down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that

they drew near to some country;

28 And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when

they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it

tifteen fathoms.

29 Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they
cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day.

30 And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship,

when they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as

though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship,

31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers. Except these

abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.

32 Then the soldiers cut off" the ropes of the boat, and let her

fall ofF.

33 And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all

to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have

tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing.

34 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for
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your health : for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any
of you.

35 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave
thanks to God in presence of them all : and when he had broken

it, he began to eat.

36 Then were tliey all of good cheer, and they also took some

meat.

37 And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore

and sixteen souls.

38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship,

and cast out the wheat into the sea.

39 And when it was day, they knew not the land : but they
discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were

minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship.

40 And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed

themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised

up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore.

41 And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the

ship aground ;
and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmove-

able, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the

waves.

42 And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any
of them should swim out, and escape.

43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from

their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should

cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land :

44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces

of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe

to land.

LESSON XXXV.

PAUL AT MELITA—ARRIVAL AT ROME.

THE ACTS XXVIII. \ A ND when they were escaped, then they

j jLa. knew that the island was called IMelita.

2 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for

they kindled a tire, and received us every one, because of the

present rain, and because of the cold.

3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid
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them oil the tire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened

on his hand.

4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on

his hand, they said among themselves. No doubt this man is a

murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance
sufl'ereth not to live.

5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm.

6 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen

down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while,

and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and

said that he was a god.

7 In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of

the island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged
us three days courteously.

8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick ot

a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed,
and laid his hands on him, and healed him.

9 So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in

the island, came, and were healed :

10 Who also honoured us with many honours; and when we

departed, they laded us with such things as were necessary.

1 1 And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria,
which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux.

12 And landing at Syracuse, "we tarried there three days.

13 And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhe-

gium : and after one day the south wind blew, and we came the

next day to Puteoli:

14 Where we found brethren, and were desired to tarry with

them seven days: and so we went toward Rome.

15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they
came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns:

whom when Paul saw, he tlianked God, and took courage.

16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the

prisoners to the captain of the guard : but Paul Avas suffered to

dwell by himself with a soldier that kept hiui.

17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the

chief of the Jews together : and when they were come together,
he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed

nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I

delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.
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18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go,

because there was no cause of death in me.

19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to

appeal unto Csesar; not that I had ought to accuse my nation of.

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see yo-^i,

and to speak with you: V)ecause that for the hope of Israel 1 am
bound with this chain.

21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out

of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came
shewed or spake any harm of thee.

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as

concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken

against.

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many
to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the

kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out

of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till

evening.

24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and

some believed not.

25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they de-

parted, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the

Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,

26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall

hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not

perceive:

27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears

are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed
;

lest they
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under-

stand with tJieir heart, and should be converted, and I should

heal them.

28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God
is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.

29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed,
and had great reasoning among themselves.

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house,

and received all that came in unto him,

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man

forbidding him.



PART III.

DIDACTIC AND PEOPHETIC—THE EPIS-

TLES AND THE KEVELATION.

LESSON I.

THE IMPARTIAL JUDGMENT OF GOD.

ROMANS II. \ rpHEREFORE thou art inexcusable, man, who-

1-16. J X soever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou

judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest
doest the same things.

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to

truth against them which commit such things.

3 And thinkest thou this, man, that judgest them which

do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the

judgment of God 1

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance

and longsuffering J
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth

thee to repentance ?

5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart ti-easurest up
unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of

the righteous judgment of God
;

6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for

glory and honour and immortality, eternal life :

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the

truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath,

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth

evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh

good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:

1 1 For there is no respect of persons with God.
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12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish
without law: and as many as liave sinned in the law sliall be

judged by the law
;

13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but
the doers of the law shall be justified.

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nai-

ture the things contained in the law, these, having not the law,
are a law unto themselves:

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts,
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean
Avhile accusing or else excusing one another,)

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by
Jesus Christ according to my gospel.

LESSON II.

GOD'S WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

ROMANS lll.\
A S it is written. There is none righteous, no, not

10-31. /A one:

1 1 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seek-

eth after God.

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become

unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they
have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:

14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood:

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways:
17 And the way of peace have they not known:

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.

19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it

saith to them who are under the law : that every mouth may be

stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be

justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is mani-

fested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
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22 Even the righteousness of God tvhich is by faith of Jesus
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe : for there is no
difference:

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption

that is in Christ Jesus :

25 Whom God hath set forth to he a propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission
of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God

;

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he

might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

27 Where is boasting then 1 It is excluded. By what law %

of works ? Nay : but by the law of faith.

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith with-
out the deeds o? the law.

29 /*• he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gen-
tiles ? Yes, of the Gentiles also :

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision

by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.

31 Do we then make void the law through faith'? God for-

bid: yea, we establish the law.

LESSON III.

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH—ADAM AND CHRIST.

ROMANS V.
j rpHEREFORE being justified by faith, we have

/ JL peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ :

2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace where-
in we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also : knowing
that tribulation worketh patience;

4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
5 And hope maketh not ashamed

;
because the love of God is

shed abroad in ou r hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto
us.

6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ
<lied for the ungodly.
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7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet perad-
venture for a good man some would even dare to die.

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall

be saved from wrath through him.

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God

by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be

saved by his life.

11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
<leath by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have

sinned :

13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not

imputed when there is no law.

14 Nevertheless death reigned fi'om Adam to Moses, even

over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's

transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.

15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if

through the oflfence of one many be dead, much more the grace
of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ,
hath abounded unto many.

16 And not as it -was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for

the judgment teas by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of

many olFences unto justification.

17 For if by one man's oflfence death reigned by one; much
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of

righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all

men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the

free rjift came upon all men unto justification of life.

19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners,
so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound.
But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound :

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace

reign through righteousness unto etei'nal life by Jesus Christ our

Lord.
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LESSON IV.

DELIVERANCP] FROM THE POWER OF SIN.

ROMANS VI. \ WHAT shall we say then'? Shall we coutiuue

/ T T ill sin, that grace may abound ?

2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein %

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death ?

4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death :

that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his

death, we shall be also in the likeness of Ids resurrection:

6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should
not serve sin.

7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.

8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall

also live with him :

9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no
more; death hath no more dominion over him.

10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he

liveth, he liveth unto God.

11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto

sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye
should obey it in the lusts thereof.

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unright-
eousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that
are alive from the dead, and your members res instruments of

righteousness unto God.

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not
under the law, but under grace.

15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the

law, but under grace ? God forbid.

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants
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to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of siii

unto death, or* of obedience unto righteousness'?

1 7 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but

ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which waa
delivered you.

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of

righteousness.

19 1 speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity
of your flesh : for as ye have yielded your members servants to

uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield

your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.

20 For when ye wei'e the servants of sin, ye were free from

righteousness.

21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are
now ashamed 1 for the end of tliose tilings is death.

22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants
to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting
life.

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eter-

nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

LESSON V.

PRIVILEGES IN CHRIST JESUS.

ROMANS VIII. \ rjlHERE is therefore now no condemnation to

1-17. / -t them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made
me free from the law of sin and death.

3 For what the law could not do. in that it was weak through
the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh :

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the

flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace.

26
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7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it ia

not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that

the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the

Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin;
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

1 1 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the

dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall

also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in

you.

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to

live after the flesh.

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the

sons of God.

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to

fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we

cry, Abba, Father.

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God :

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs

with Christ; if so be that we sutter with him, that we may be

also glorified together.

LESSON VI.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE.

ROMANS XII. \ T BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mer-

/ X cies of God, that ye present your bodies a liv-

ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, ivhich is your reasonable

service.

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed

by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that

good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 387

ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God. hath dealt

to every man the measure of faith.

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all mem-
bers have not the same office:

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one

members one of another.

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is

given to us, whether prophecy, let us jjrophesy according to the

proportion of faith;
•

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that

teacheth, on teaching;

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let

him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that

sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

^ Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is

evil; cleave to that which is good.

10 £e kindly aflectioned one to another with brotherly love;

in honour preferring one another;

1 1 Not slothful in business
;
fervent in spirit ; serving the Lord ;

12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing in-

stant in prayer;

13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.

14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.

15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them
that weep.

16 jBe of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high
things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in

your own conceits.

17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest

in the sight of all men.

18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably
with all men.

19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give

place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will

repay, saith the Lord.

20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst,

give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on

his head.

21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
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LESSON VII.

OBEDIENCE TO RULERS, AND OTHER DUTIES.

ROMANS XIII.
^
T ET every soul be subject unto the highei-

/ Jj powers. For there is no power but of

God : the powers that be are ordained of God.

2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the .power, resisteth the

ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to them-
selves damnation.

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil.

Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power ? do that which is

good, iuid thou shalt have praise of the .same:

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if

thou do that which is evil, be afraid
;

for he beareth not the

sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger tO'

execute wrath upon him that doetb evil.

5 Wherefore ?/e,must needs be subject, not only for wrath^
but also for conscience sake.

6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God'a

ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.

7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute

is due; custom to whom custom
;
fear to whom fear

;
honour to

whom honour,

8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for lie

that loveth another hath fullilled the law.

9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not

kill, Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou
shalt not covet

;
and if there he any other commandment, it is

briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Tliou shalt love thy

neighbour as thyself.

10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is

the fulfilling of the law.

1 1 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to

awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when
we believed.

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore

cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of

light.

13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day ;
not in rioting and
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drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife

and envying.

14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not pro-
vision for the flesli, to fulfil the lusts thereof.

LESSON VIII.

THE CHARACTER OP PAUL'S PREACHING.

1 CORINTHIANS \\.\ A ND I, brethren, when I came to you,

/ jLJL came not with excellency of speech
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.

2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save

Jesus Christ and him crucified.

3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much

trembling.

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power:

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God.

6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect:

yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this

world, that come to nought :

7 But we apeak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the

hidden unsdom, which God ordained before the world unto our

glory :

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had

they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him.

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the

Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the

spirit of man which is in him ? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
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the spirit which is of God ;
that we might know the things that

are freely given to us of God.

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's

wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; com-

paring spiritual things with spiritual.

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit

of God : for they are foolishness unto him : neither can he know

them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself

is judged of no man.

1 G For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may
instruct him ? But we have the mind of Christ.

LESSON IX.

CHRISTIAN LOVE.

1 CORINTHIANS XIII. \ rrHOUGH I speak with the tongues of

j JL men and of angels, and have not

charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

2 And though I have the gift c/ prophecy, and understand all

mysteries, and all knowledge; and thougli I have all faith, so

that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am

nothing.

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed tlie poor, and

though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it

profiteth me nothing.

4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not;

charity vaunteth not itself, is not pufted up,

5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is

not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;

6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth
;

7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,

endureth all things.

8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be proph(xies,

they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease;

whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
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10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which
is in part shall be done away.

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as

a child, I thought as a child : but when I became a man, I put
away childish things.

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to

face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I

am known.

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the

greatest of these is charity.

LESSON X.

THE RESURRECTION.

I CORINTHIANS XV.
j
1fOREOVER, brethren, I declare unto

1-28. / ItI. you the gospel which I preached unto

you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I

preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also

received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the

scriptures ;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third

day according to the scriptures :

5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at

once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but
some are fallen asleep.

7 After that, he was seen of James
;
then of all the apostles.

8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out
of due time.

9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

10 But by the grace of God I am wliat I am: and his grace
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me.

1 1 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so

ye believed.
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12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead,
how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the

dead?

13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ

not risen:

14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain,

and your faith is also vain.

15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because

we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom lie

raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.

1 6 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised :

17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet
in your sins.

18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are

perished.

19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all

men most miserable.

20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the

firstfruits of them that slept.

21 For since by man came death, by man came also the

resurrection of the dead.

22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be

made alive.

23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits;

afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.

24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up llie

kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down
all rule and all authority and power.

25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his

feet.

26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.

27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he

saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is

excepted, which did put all things under him.

28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then

shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things
under him, that God may be all in all.
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LESSON XI.

THE RESURRECTION.—! Continned. )

1 CORINTHIANS XV.| "Ol^T some man will say, How are the

35-58. / J) dead raised up '? and with what body
do they come '!

36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except
it die :

37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body
that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some

other grain:

38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to

every seed his own body.

39 All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one hind of
flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and an-

other of birds.

40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial : but

the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial

is another.

41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the

moon, and another glory of the stars : for one star diflereth from

another star in glory.

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in cor-

ruption; it is raised in incorruption:

43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown
in weakness; it is raised in power:

44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual hody.

45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a liv-

ing soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.

46 Howbeit that was not first wliich is spiritual, but that

which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.

47 The first man is of the earth, earthy : the second man is

the Lord from heaven.

48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy : and

as is the heavenly, such are they also tliat are heavenly.

49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall

also bear the image of the heavenly.
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50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot in-

herit the kingdom of God
;
neither doth corruption inherit incor-

ruption.

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but
we shall ail be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incor-

ruptible, and we shall be changed.

"^3 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this

mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption,
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be

brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed

up in victory.

55 O death, where is thy sting 1 O grave, where is thy vic-

tory?

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of siij. is the

law.

57 But thanks he to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.

. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unniove-

able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as

ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

LESSON XIL

CHRISTIAN HOPE—THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION.

2 CORINTHIANS V.\ "HOR we know that if our earthly house

/ J of this tabernacle were dissolved, we
have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal

in the heavens.

2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon
with our house which is from heaven:

3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.

4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur-

dened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon,
that mortality might be swallowed up of life.
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5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsaine thing is God,
who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.

6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we
are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord :

7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

8 We are confident, / say, and willing rather to be absent

from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we

may be accepted of him.

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the things done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it he good or bad.

11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are

made manifest in your consciences.

12 For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give

you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat
to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart.

1 3 For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God : or whether
we be sober, it is for your cause.

14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus

judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:

15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not

henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for

them, and rose again.

16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh:

yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence-

forth know we him no more.

17 Therefore if any man he in Christ, he is a new creature:

old things are passed away ; behold, all things are become new.

18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself

by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

1 9 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto

himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath com-
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation.

20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
did beseech you by us : we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye recon-

ciled to God.

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
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LESSON XIII.

THE FLESH AND THE SPIRIT.

GALATIANS \.\ HIHIS I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye
16-26. / J- shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit

against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other:

so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;

Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,

sti'ife, seditions, heresies,

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like:

of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in tirae

past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the king-

dom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,

gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with

the aflections and lusts.

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one an-

other, envying one another.

GALATIANS VI. 1 "pRETHREN, if a man be overtaken in a

1-10. / -D fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such

an one in the spirit of meekness
; considering thyself, lest thou

also be tempted.

2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is

nothing, he deceiveth himself.

4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he

have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.

5 For every man shall bear his own burden.

6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him

that teacheth in all good things.
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7 Be not deceived
;
God is not mocked : for whatsoever a man

soweth, that shall he also reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap cor-

ruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting.

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season

we shall reap, if we faint not.

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all

men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

LESSON XIV.

THE ONE FAMILY IN CHRIST.

EPHESIANS
111.^

T^OR this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus

/ i; Christ for you Gentiles,

2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God
which is given me to you-ward :

3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mys-

tery; (as I wrote afore in few words,

4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge
in the mystery of Christ)

.5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of

men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit;

6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same

body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel :

7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of

the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his

power.
8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this

grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the un-

searchable riches of Christ;

9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mys-

tery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in

God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers
in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold

wisdom of God,
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11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in

Christ Jesus our Lord:

1 2 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by
the faith of him.

13 "Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations

for you, which is your glory.

14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ,

15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his

glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner

man;
17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye,

being rooted and grounded in love,

18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the

breadth, and length, and depth, and height;

19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that work-

eth in us,

21 Unto him he glory in the church by Christ Jesus through-
out all ages, world without end. Amen.

LESSON XV.

RELATIVE DUTIES—THE CHRISTIAN ARMOUR.

EPHESIANS VI. \ CHILDREN, obey your parents in the Lord:

1-20. ] \J for this is right.

2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first com-

mandment with promise;

3 That it may be well with thee, and thou niaycst live long
on the earth.

4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but

bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters accord-

ing to the flesh, with fear and treml^liug, in singleness of your

heart, as unto Christ;
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6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants

of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;

7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to

men:

8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the

same shall he receive of the Lord, whether lie he bond or free.

9 And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing

threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither

is there respect of persons with him.

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the

power of his might.

1 1 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to

stand against the wiles of the devil.

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness

of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that

ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done

all, to stand.

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth,

and having on the breastplate of righteousness ;

15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of

peace ;

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall

be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the

Spirit, which is the word of God :

18 Praying always with all priiyer and supplication in the

Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and sup-

plication for all saints;

19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I

may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the

gospel,

20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I

may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
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LESSON XVI.

THE DUTY OF SELF-SACRIFICE.

PHILIPPIANS !l.\ TF there he therefore any consolation in

1-16. / X Christ, if any comfort of love, if any
fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,

2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same

love, heAng of one accord, of one mind.

3 Let nothing he done through strife or vainglory ;
but in

lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.

4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also

on the things of others.

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6 Who, beuig in the form of God, thought it not robbery to

be equal with God :

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the

form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given
him a name which is above every name :

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of

things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the

earth ;

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is

Lord, to the glory of God tlie Father.

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as

in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work

out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to

do of his good pleasure.

14 Do all things without murmuriugs and disputings:

15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God,
without rel)uke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,

among whom ye shine as lights in the world;

16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the

day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in.

vain.
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LESSON XVII.

THE CALLING OF GOD IN CHRIST.

PHILIPPIANS lll.\ Ti^OR we are the circumcision, which worship
3-21. j J? God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ

Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.

4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any
other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the

flesh, I more :

5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the

tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the

law, a Pharisee;

6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the

rishteousness which is in the law, blameless.

7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for

Christ.

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the

e.xcellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom
I have sufiered the loss of all things, and do count them Imf

dung, that I may win Christ,

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,
M^hich is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,

the righteousness which is of God by faith :

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection,

and the fellowship of his sufierings, being made conformable

unto his death;

11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of

the dead.

12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already

perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for

which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but
this one thing / do, forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

14 1 press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus.

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded:
and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal

even this unto you.

27
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16 Nevertheless, whereto we have ali-eady attained, let us

walk l)V the same rule, let us mind the same thing.

17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them
which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.

18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now
tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of

Christ :

19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and

v)hose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)

20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus (Christ:

21 Who shall change our vile Viody, that it may be fashioned

like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he

is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

LESSON XVIII.

PEACE IN LIFE THROUGH CHRIST.

PHILIPPIANS IV.\ rpHEREFORE, my brethren dearly beloved

1-13. / X and longed for, my joy and crown, so

stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

2 I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of

the same mind in the Lord.

.3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women
which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and
vjith other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of

life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say. Rejoice.

5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is

at hand.

6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God.

7 And the peace of God, Avhich passeth all understanding,
sliall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever

things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of



SCRIPTURE READINGS. 403

gocd report; if there he any virtue, and if there he any praise,

think on these things.

9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received,

and heard, and seen in nie, do: and the God of peace shall be

•with you.

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last

your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also

careful, but ye lacked opportunity.

11 Kot that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned,

in whatsoever state I am, thereivith to be content.

12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to

abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to

be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

13 1 can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

LESSON XIX.

THE PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST.

COLOSSIANS l.\ T)AUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will'

1-24. / -L of God, and Timotheus owr brother,

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at

Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ.

''> We irive thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus

Chi'ist, praying always for you,

4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the

love which ye have to all the saints,

5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof

ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;

6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and

bringeth forth fruit, as it doth, sdso in you, since the day ye
heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth :

7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant,
who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;

8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.

9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not

cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with
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the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual under-

standing;

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,

being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the know-

ledge of God;
11 Streugtliened with all might, according to his glorious

power, unto all patience and longsufFering with joyfulness;

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son :

1 4 In whom we have redemption through his blood, evmi- the

forgiveness of sins:

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of

every creature :

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether the;/ be

thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him :

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

• 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the

beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he

might have the preeminence.

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness

dwell;

20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross,

by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, / say,
whether theij be things in earth, or things in heaven.

21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in

yuur mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled

22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you
holy aTid unVjJameable and unreproveable in his sight:

23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be

not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have

heard, and which was preaclied to every creature which is under

heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

24 Who now rejoice in my sufl'erings for you, and fill up that

which is behind of tlie afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his

body's sake, which is the church.
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LESSON XX.

1)UTIES OF THE NEW LIFE.

COLOSSIANS \\\.\ TF ye then be risen with Christ, seek those

1-17. I X things which are above, where Christ

sitteth on the right hand of God.

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the

earth.

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye
also appear with him in glory.

5 Mortify therefore your members wliich are upon the earth;

fornication, uncleanness, inordinate aftection, evil concupiscence,
and covetousness, which is idolatry:

6 For which tilings' sake the wrath of God cometh on the

thildren of disobedience:

7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in

them.

8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice,

blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old

man with his deeds;

10 And have put on the new nuui, which is renewed in know-

ledge after the ima«;e of him that created him :

11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ

is all, and in all.

12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,

bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-

suffering;

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any
man have quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so

also do ye.

14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the

bond of perfectness.

15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the

which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
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teaching and admonishing one another in psahns and hymns and

spiritual songs, singing witli grace in your hearts to the Lord.

17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving tlianks to God and the Father by him.

LESSON XXI.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.

1 THESSALONIANS IV.\ "pUT
as touching brotherly love ye

9-18. / _D need not that I write unto you:
tor ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.

10 And indeed ye do it toward all the bretliren which are in

all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase

more and more
;

11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own

business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded

you;
12 That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without,

and that ye may have lack of nothing.

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con-

cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others

which have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so

them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that

we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall

not prevent them which are asleep.

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of

God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first :

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
tosether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:

and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
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LESSON XXII.

EXHORTATION TO CHRISTIAN LIVING.

1 THESSALONIANS \.\ Y^ ^^^ all the cliildren of light, and

5-24. j J. the children of the day: we are

not of the night, nor of darkness.

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch

and be sober.

7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be

drunken are drunken in the night.

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on tlif.

breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, tlie hope of

salvation.

9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain

salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we

should live together with him.

11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one

another, even as also ye do.

12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know thein which

labour am.ong you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonisli

you;
13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's

sake. And l)e at peace among yourselves.

14 Now we exhort you, bretliren, warn them that are unruly,
comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward

all men.

15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man ; Vjut ever

follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.

16 Rejoice evermore.

. 17 Pray without ceasing.

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in

Christ Jesus concerning you.

19 Quench not the Spirit.

20 Despise not prophesyings.

21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and /
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pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved

blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.

LESSON XXIII.

PAUL'.S CONVERSION AND CALL-INTERCESSORY PRAYER.

1 TIMOTHY I.)
4 ND I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath

12-20. j xi enabled me, for that he counted me faithful,

putting me into the ministry;

13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and in-

jurious : but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in un-

belief.

14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with

faith and love which is in Chi'ist Jesus.

15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners : of whom
I am chief.

16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first

Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsutfering, for a pattern to

them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only

wise God, he honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according

to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them

mightest war a good warfare;

19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having

put away concerning faith have made shipwreck :

20 Of whom is Hynien?eus and Alexander ;
whom I have de-

livered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.

1 TIMOTHY II.) T EXHORT therefore, that, first of all, suppli-

1-6, / J. cations, prayers, intercessions, and giving

of thanks, be made for all men;

2 For kings, and /or all that are in authority; that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our

Saviour
;
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4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the

knowledge of the truth.

.5 For thei-e is one God, and one mediator between God and

men, the man Christ Jesus;

.6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due

time.

LESSON XXIV.

THE GAIN OF GODLINESS.

1 TIMOTHY VI. \ T)UT godliness with contentment is great
6-21. J D gain.

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain

we can carry nothing out.

8 And having food and luiment let us be therewith content.

5) But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare,

and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in de-

struction and perdition.

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil : which while

some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrow^s.

11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follovv

after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, wliere-

unto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession be-

fore many witnesses.

13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all

things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate wit-

nessed a good confession;

14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unre-

bukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:

15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and

only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;

16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light -which

no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see:

to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.

17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not

highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God,
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;
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18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready
to distribute, willing to communicate;

1 9 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against
the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.

20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust,

avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science

falsely so called:

21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith-

Grace be with thee. Amen.

LESSON XXV.

PAUL'S CHARGE TO TIMOTHY.

2 TIMOTHY III.) r)^^T continue thou in the things which thou

14-17. / O hast learned and hast been assured of,

knowing of whom thou hast learned them:

1.5 And that fro^n a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,

which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faitli

which is in Christ Jesus.

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of (iod, and w profit-

able for dootrine, for re[)roof, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness :

17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished

unto all good works.

2 TIMOTHY IV. ^ [
CHARGE thee therefore before God, and

1_8. / 1 the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the

quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2 Preach the word
;
be instant in season, out of season

;
re-

prove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound

doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves

teachers, having itching ears;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and

shall be turned unto fables.

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work

of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my de-

parture is at hand.
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7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have

kept the faith :

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

LESSON XXVI.

THE GODLY LIFE.

TITUS \\.\ Ti^OR the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath

11-15. / JL appeared to all men,
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world

;

13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap{)er).ring
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ

;

14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all

iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of

good works.

15 These things speak, and exhort, and re1)uke with all au-

thority. Let no man despise thee.

TITUS lll.l T)^T them in mind to be subject to principalities
1-8. j X and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to

every good work,

2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shew-

ing all meekness unto all men.

3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient,

deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and

envy, hateful, and hating one another.

4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour

toward man appeared,

5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regenera-

tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our

Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs

according to the hope of eternal life.
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S This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou
^•iffirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might
be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and

profitable unto men.

LESSON XXVII.

THE INCARNATION AND EXALTATION OF CHRIST.

HEBREWS II. \ rpHEREFORE we ought to give the more earn-

j X est heed to the things which we have heard,
lest at any time we should let them slip.

2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of re-

ward ;

3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation
;
which

at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard him/

4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders,
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according
to his own will t

5 For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world
to come, whereof we speak.

6 But one in a certain place testified, saying. What is man,
that thou art mindful of him 'I or the son of man, that thou visit-

est him 1

7 Thou madest him a little lower than the angels ;
thou crown-

edst him Avith glory and honour, and didst set him over the works
of thy hands :

8 Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For
in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing tJiat is

not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under
him.

9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the

angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour;
that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the cap-
tain of their salvation perfect through suflTerings.

1 1 For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified
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are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them

brethren,

12 Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the

midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.

13 And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Be-

hold I and the children which God hath given me.

14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and

blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through
death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is,

the devil;

15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their

lifetime subject to bondage.

16 For verily he took not on him the. nature o/" angels; but he

took on him the seed of Abraham.

17 Wherefoi'e in all things it behoved him to be made like

unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high

priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the

sins of the people.

18 For in that he himself hath suiiered being tempted, he is-

able to succour them that are tempted.

LESSON xxviri.

THE NEW COVENANT.

HEBREWS VIII.) \T<^W of the things which we have spoken

/ 1 1 this is the sum : We have such an high

priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty
in the heavens;

2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true taberua.cle,.

which the Lord pitched, and not man.

3 For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices :

wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to

offer.

4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing
that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law :

5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly
thinss. as Moses was admonished of God when he was about t(>
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make the tabernacle : for, See, saith lie, that thou make all things

according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.

6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by
how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which

was established upon better promises.

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should

no place have been sought for the second.

8 For finding fault with them, he saith. Behold, the days

come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the

house of Israel and with the house of Judah:

9 Not according to the covenant that 1 made with their

fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them

out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my
covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.

10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house

of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws

into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be

to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:

11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and

every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall

know me, from the least to the greatest.

12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their

sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.

13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first

old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to

vanish away.

Lesson xxix.

EXAMPLES OF FAITH.

HEBREWS W.\ AJOW faith is the substance of things hoped
1-22. j W for, the evidence of things not seen.

2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.

3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed

by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made
of things which do appear.

4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice

than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous,

(.rod testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.
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5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death
;

and was not found, because God had translated him : for before

his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he
that Cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as

yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house;

by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the

righteousness which is by faitli.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a

place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed;
and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange

country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs

with him of the same promise :

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.

1 1 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to con-

ceive seed, and Vv'as delivered of a child when she was past age,
because she judged him faithful who had promised.

12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as

dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the

sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced thein., and confessed tliat they were strangers and

pilgrims on the earth.

14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they
seek a country.

15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from
whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have
returned.

16 But now tliey desire a better country, that is, an heavenly :

wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he

hath prepared for them a city.

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac:

and he that had received the promises offered up his only begot-
ten son,

1 8 Of whom it was said. That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:
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19 Accounting that God %oas able to raise him up, even from

the dead; from whence also he received liini in a figure.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things

to come.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the

sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his

staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the

departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment con-

cerning his bones.

LESSON XXX.

EXAMPLES OF YMTB..—[Continued.)

HEBREWS XI. \ "pY faith Moses, when he was born, was hid

23-40. / IJ three months of his parents, because they

saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's

commandment.

24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to bf

called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;

25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God,

than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;

26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the

treasures in Egypt : for he had respect unto the recompence oi

the reward.

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the

kinir: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.

28 Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of

>)lood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land:

which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were

compassed about seven days.

31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that

believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.

32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me

to tell of Gedeon, and o/ Barak, and o/ Samson, and o/" Jephthae;

of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets :
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33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteous-

ness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,

34 Quenched the violence of tire, escaped the edge of the

sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight,

turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

35 Women received their dead raised to life again : and others

were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain

a better i-esurrection :

36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings,

yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment
•

37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted,
were slain with the sword : they wandered about in sheepskins
and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;

38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in

deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

39 And these all, having obtained a good report through
faith, received not the promise :

40 God having provided some better thing»for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect.

HEBREWS XII.
I
TTTHEREFOPtE seeing we also are compassed

1-2. / V V about with so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset tis, and let us run with patience the race that is set before

us,

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,

despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the

throne of God.

LESSON XXXI.

CHRISTIAN ENDURANCE—PRACTICAL RELIGION.

JAMES l.\ "pLESSED is the man that endureth temptation;
12-27. / ±y for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown

of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God;
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any
man:

28
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H But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his

own lust, and enticed.

15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

16 Do not err, my beloved brethren.

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
Cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no vari-

ableness, neither shadow of turning.

18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that

we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift

to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath :

20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of

God.

21 "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naugh-
tiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is

able to save your souls.

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiv-

ing your own selves.

23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is

like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:

24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straight-

way forgetteth what manner of man he was.

25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and con-

tinueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the

work, this man 'shall be blessed in his deed.

26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth

not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion
is vain.

27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is

this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to

keep himself unspotted from the world.

LESSON XXXII.

FAITH AND WORKS—THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TONGUE.

JAMES II. 1 "IITHAT doth it profit, my brethren, though a man
14-26. j yy say he hath faith, and have not works'? can

faith save him 1
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1 5 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,

16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
wanned and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things
which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have woi-ks:

shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my
faith by my works.

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doestwell: the

devils also believe, and tremble.

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works
is dead ?

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he
had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?

22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect ?

23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham be-

lieved God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and
he was called the Friend of God.

24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, aiid not

by faith alone.

25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works,
when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out an-

other way %

26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without

works is dead also.

JAMES lll.\ 1\TY brethren, be not many masters, knowing that

1-10. / lii we shall receive the greater condemnation.

2 For in many things we olFend all. If any man offend not

in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the

whole body.

3 Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may
obey us; and we turn about their whole body.

4 Behold also the ships, which though they he so great, and
are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very
small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.

5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great

things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!

6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the
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tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.

7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and
of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:

8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full

of deadly poison.

9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith
curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.

10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing.

My brethren, these things ought not so to be.

LESSON XXXIII.

THE CHRISTIAN HOPE—CHRISTIAlSr HOLINESS.

1 PETER l.\ T)ETER, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the stran-

1-12. / JT gers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father^

through sanctitication of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ : Grace unto you, and peace, be mul-

tiplied.

3 Blessed he the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
wliich according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the

dead,

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto sal-

vation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need

be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be

found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ:

8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye
see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory:
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9 Receiving tlie end of your faith, even the salvation of yoiM-

souls.

10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched

diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you :

11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of

Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified before-

hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but

unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported

unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with

the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels

desire to look into.

LESSON XXXIV.

SUBMISSION TO AUTHORITY—ENDURANCE AFTER
THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.

1 PETER II.\ T\EARLY beloved, I beseech you as strangers

11-25. J JL/ and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which

war against the soul;

12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles:

that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by

your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day
of visitation.

13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's

sake : whether it be to the king, as supreme ;

14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for

the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do

well.

15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put
to silence the ignorance of foolish men :

16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of malicious-

ness, but as the servants of God.

17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Hon-

our the king.

18 Servants, be subject to yo7ir masters with all fear
;
not only

to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.

19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward

God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.
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20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults,

ye shall take it patiently ? but if, when ye do well, and suffer /or

it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suf-

fered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his

steps :

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he

suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that

judgeth righteously:

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the

tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness:

by whose stripes ye were healed.

25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned

unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.

LESSON XXXV.

CHRISTIATT GROWTH-THE WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL.

2 PETER l.\ QIMON Peter, a servant and an ajDostle of Jesus

j O Christ, to them that have obtained like precious

faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour

Jesus Christ:

2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the know-

ledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things

that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of

him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious

promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine na-

ture, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through
lust.

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith vir-

tue; and to virtue knowledge;

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience;

and to patience godliness;

7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kind-

ness charity.
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8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of

our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see

afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make

your calling and election sure : for if ye do these things, ye shall

never fall :

1 1 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abun-

dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ.

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in

remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be estab-

lished in the pi-esent truth.

13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle,
to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;

14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle,
even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.

15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my
decease to have these things always in remembrance.

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when
we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

17 For he received from God the Fatlier- honour and glory,
when there came such a voice to him fi-om the excellent glory,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when
we were with him in the holy mount.

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto

ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a

dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts :

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of

any private interpretation.

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Ploly Ghost.
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LESSON XXXVI.

THE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD IN CHRlgT.

1 JOHN l.\ rpHAT which was from the l)eginning, which we

/ JL have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,

which we have looked upon, and our hands iiave handled, of the

Word of life;

2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear

witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the

Father, and was manifested unto us;)

3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellow-

ship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be

full.

5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at

all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in

darkness, we lie, and do not the truth :

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have

fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his

Son cleanseth us from all sin.

S If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and

the truth is not in us.

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us

our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar,

and his word is not in us.

1 JOHN \\.\ ]\rY little children, these things write I unto you,
1-6. / ItJL that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Chi-ist the righteous:

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for our's

only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his

commandments.

4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his command-

ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
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5 But whoso keepeth his word, in hiin verily is the love of

God perfected : hereby know we that we are in him.

6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to

walk, even as he walked.

LESSON XXXVII.

LOVE OF THE BROTHERHOOD EXCLUDING LOVE OF
THE WORLD.

1 JOHN
11.^ "pRETHREN, I write no new commandment unto

7-17. / X) you, but an old commandment which ye had
from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which

ye have heard from the beginning.

8 Again, a new commandment 1 write unto you, which thing
is true in him and in you : because the darkness is past, and the

true light now shineth.

9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is

in darkness even until now.

10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there

is none occasion of stumbling in him.

11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh
in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that

darkness hath blinded his eyes.

12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins are

forgiven you for his name's sake.

13 1 write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that

is from the beginning. I wnite unto you, young men, because

ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little

children, because ye have known the Father.

14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known
him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young
men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you,
and ye have overcome the wicked one.

15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.

Tt any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is

of the world.

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
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LESSON XXXVIII.

THE NEW LIFE MANIFESTED.

1 JOHN
lll.\ "pEHOLD, what manner of love the Father hath

1-18. J J) bestowed upon us, that we should be called

the sons of God : therefore the world knoweth us not, because it

knew him not.

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet

appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall

appear, we shall be like him
;
for we shall see him as he is.

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth him-

self, even as he is pure.

4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law : for

sin is the transgression of the law.

5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our

sins
;
and in him is no sin.

6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not : whosoever sinneth

hath not seen him, neither known him.

7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth

righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.

8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth

from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was

manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.

9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his

seed remaineth in him : and he cannot sin, because he is born of

God.

10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children

of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God,
neither he that loveth not his brother.

1 1 For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning,
that we should love one another.

12 Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his

brother. And wherefore slew he him ? Because his own works

were evil, and his brother's righteous.

13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the -world hate you.

14 We know that we have passed from death unto life,

because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother

abideth in death.
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15 Whosoever hateth his brotlier is a murderer: and ye know
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down
his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren.

17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother

have need, and shutteth up his bowels of coinpassion from him,
how dwelleth the love of God in him?

18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in

tongue; but in deed and in truth.

LESSON XXXIX.

CHRISTIAN LOVE.

1 JOHN IV. \ "pELOVED, let us love one another: for love is

7-21. / X) of God; and every one that loveth is born of

God, and knoweth God.

8 He that loveth not knoweth not God ; for God is love,

9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because

that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we

might live through him.

10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved

us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. »

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one
another,

12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one

another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.

13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us,

because he hath giA^en us of his Spirit.

14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the

Son to be the Saviour of the world.

15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
God dwelleth in him, and he in God.

1 6 And we have known and believed the love that God hath

to us. God is love: and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in

God, and God in him.

17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have bold-
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ness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this
world

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear:
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect
in love.

19 We love him, because he first loved us.

20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a
liar : for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how
can he love God whom he hath not seen?

21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who
loveth God love his brother also.

LESSON XL.

JOHN'S VISION OF CHRIST IN GLORY.

REVELATION I.
\
TOHN to the seven churches which are in

4-20. j J Asia : Grace he unto you, and peace, from
him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from
the seven Spirits which are before his thione;

5 And from Jesus Christ, ivho is the faithful witness, and the
first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the
earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
his own blood,

6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his

Father;*to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
7 Behold, he cometh with clouds

;
and every eye shall see him,

and they also which pierced him : and all kindreds of the earth
shall wail because of him. Even so. Amen.

8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come,
the Almighty.

9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribu-

lation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in

the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the

testimony of Jesus Christ.

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind
me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last:

and. What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven
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churches which are in Asia; into Ephesus, and unto Smyrna,
and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and

unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And

being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto

the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and

girt about the paps with a golden girdle.

14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as

snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire;

15 And his feet like unto tine brass, as if they burned in a

furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his

mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was

as the sun shineth in his strength.

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he

laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, fear not; I am the

first and the last:

18 / am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive

for evermore, Amen
;
and have the keys of hell and of death.

19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things

which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;

20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my
right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars

are the angels of the seven churches : and the seven candlesticks

which thou sawest are the seven churches.

LESSON XLI.

THE SEALED BOOK GIVEN TO THE LAMB.

REVELATION V.\ A ND I saw in the right hand of him that sat

j XIl on the throne a book written within and

on the backside, sealed with seven seals.

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice.

Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof ?

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the

earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to

open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.
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5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold,

the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed
to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of

the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as

it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are

the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of

him that.sat upon the throne.

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four

and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one

of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the

pi-ayers of saints.

9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take

the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and

hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and

tongue, and people, and nation;

10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and

we shall reign on the earth.

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round

about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number

of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of

thousands ;

12 Saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was

slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and

honour, and glory, and blessing.

13 And every creatui-e which is in heaven, and on the earth,

and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are

in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and

power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the

Lamb for ever and ever.

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty
elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.

LESSON XLII.

THE GREAT MULTITUDE BEFORE THE THRONE.

REVELATION VII. \ A FTER this I beheld, and, lo, a great multi-

9-17. / xl. tude, which no man could number, of all

nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the
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throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms
in their hands;

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying. Salvation to our God
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.

11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about
the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their

faces, and woishipped God,

12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and

thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, he unto our
God for ever and ever. Amen.

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me. What are
these which are arrayed in white robes 1 and whence came they 1

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said

to me, TJiese are they which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of

the Lamb.

15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve

him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the
throne shall dwell among them.

16 They shaL hunger no more, neither thirst any more; nei-

ther shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.

17 For the Lamb which is in tlie midst of the tlirone shall

feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters:
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

LESSON LXIIL

THE LAST JUDGMENT—THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE
NEW EARTH.

REVELATION XX.\ A ND I saw a great white throne, and him
11-15. / ]\ that sat on it, from whose face the earth

and the heaven fled away; and there M'as found no place for them.

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God;
and the books were opened : and another book was opened, which
is the book of life : and the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according to their works.

13 And the sea gave up the dead whicli were in it; and death

and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged every man according to their works.
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1 4 And death and hell Avere cast into the lake of fire. This

is the second death.

15 And whosoever -was not found written in the book of life

was cast into the lake of fire.

REVELATION XXI. 'l A ND I saw a new heaven and a new earth:

1-8. j IX for the first heaven and the first earth

were passed away; and there was no more sea.

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus-

band.

3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,
tlie tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them,
and he their God.

4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and

there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither

shall there be aiiy more pain: foi the former tilings are passed

away.
5 And he that sat upon the throne said. Behold, I make all

things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are

true and faithful.

6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Oniega^
the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst

of the fountain of the water of lite freely.

7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be

his God, and he shall be my son.

8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and

murderers, and whoremongei's, and sorcerers, and idolators, and
all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burueth with

fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

LESSON XLIV.

THE TREE OF LIFE—THE COMING OF THE LORD.

REVELATION XXII. \ A ND he shewed me a pure river of water

/ j\__ of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

2 In the midst of tlie street of it, and on either side of the
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river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of

fruits, and yielded her fruit every month : and the leaves of the

tree %oere for the healing of the nations.

3 And there shall be no more curse : but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:

4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their

foreheads.

5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no

candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them

light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

6 And he said unto me. These sayings are faithful and true:

and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew
unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.

7 Behold, I come quickly : blessed is he that keepeth the say-

ings of the prophecy of this book.

8 And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when
I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of

the angel which shewed me these things.

9 Then saith he unto me. See thou do it not: for I am thy

fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of theni

which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.

10 And he saith unto me. Seal not the sayings of the pro-

phecy of this book : for the time is at hand.

11 He that is unju-st, let him be unjust still: and he which is

filthy, let hiin be filthy still : and he that is righteous, let him bft

righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.

12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me,
to give every man according as his work shall Ije.

13 1 am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the

first and the last.

14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they

may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the

gates into the city.

15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers,
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh

a lie.

16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these

things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David,

and the bright and morning star.

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him

29
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tliat heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of

the prophecy of this book. If any man shall add unto these

things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in

this book :

19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the

book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the

book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which

are written in this book.

20 He which testitieth these things saith, Sui-ely I come

quickly. Amen. Even so, come. Lord Jesus.

21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ he with you all. Amen.
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