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Melinda: Listening exercises
Print this worksheet to work on it while you listen.

Below are most of the names and some difficult words and expressions used by Melinda. Check their meaning if you don’t know it. Then listen and tick the words when you hear them.
	
	Melinda
	
	Inner West
	
	mainly
	
	Vietnam

	
	comparing 
	
	hated it
	
	first class
	
	style

	
	poverty
	
	private car
	
	palaces
	
	begging

	
	we backpacked
	
	a two day 
	
	private drivers
	
	We were  told not to

	
	I was told to sit like a sack of potatoes
	
	down south
	
	All the way to
	
	2000 metres above the sea level

	
	10 year project
	
	beyond green
	
	rice paddies
	
	lake

	
	Main roads
	
	traditional
	
	life style
	
	Travel bug

	
	in a nutshell
	
	ended up
	
	Physical Education
	
	P.E. teaching

	
	climb leader
	
	human movement
	
	Health Science
	
	hopefully

	
	Sick of kids
	
	the whole process
	
	an adult role
	
	show them around

	
	maximum
	
	pylon
	
	granite
	
	quarrying

	
	Steel mills
	
	Construction company
	
	funded
	
	a lotto system

	
	a big event
	
	Premier Lang
	
	The New Guard
	
	the Queen

monarchists

	
	the Governor
	
	Francis de Groot
	
	blended in with
	
	drew a sword

	
	in a captain suit
	
	retied the ribbon
	
	Paul Cave
	
	catwalk


Listen again and do the exercises on the next page.

Passive Voice
Complete the examples of passive voice that Melinda and I use in our conversation. The passive voice is used when the object is more important than the subject, so we put the object in the subject position. To form the passive voice we need the verb to be and the past participle (-ed) of the main verb. 
Examples:

	Active voice
	Passive voice

	The journalists report the news
	The news are reported

	My mother told me to be a good girl
	I was told to be a good girl


1. We were told not to give anyone any money
2. I was (tell)…………………by mum and dad..............................................
3. I was (tell)…………………………… ………………………………potatoes
4. We should go now before it (spoil) (redevelop)……………………………………………………………….…….
5. It (call) …………………….. Teaching.

6. We talk about how it (build)…………... .………………………………………...

7. And the bridge (do)…………………...?

8. The bridge was (fund)…………………
9. It was (open)………………………...…
10. He was (charge)………………………..
Comprehension questions
1. Where does Melinda live?  FORMDROPDOWN 

2. Melinda is  FORMDROPDOWN 
 her work life between two places.
3. When did she go to India and who with? ……………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Why did she hate India?..........................................................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How did she feel in India? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. What were they told not to do in India? …………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Who did she go to Vietnam with? FORMDROPDOWN 

7. How did they travel?  FORMDROPDOWN 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. What was the most exciting thing she did in Vietnam?  FORMDROPDOWN 

9. What was the weather like in Vietnam?...........................................................................
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

WRITING
Write a newspaper article about Melinda. Tell the readers about her life, jobs, study and trips. 
√
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