
4.1. Phrase Structure Rules

PS 1. S—>NP # (S#) {NP#) (Postp Phr#) (Adv#) {Neg+) Verb+Aux
Ex: /aw'ka ba'fio i*na-h kaD'Dam 'ma-bah-' t-a/

'girl wood mother-for greatly not-bring-she imperfect'
'The girl does not bring wood very much for (her) mother.*
/yal'li *gaR-i si'laytu 'he:/
'God blow-infinitive wind did' (Sentence complement)
*God permitted the wind to blow.'
PS 2, Postp Phr->NP + Postposition

Ex: /a'nu ' ?ari-l ra'^eyyo/ 'I house-at will-wait'

DQ ^ MO r (Demonstrative*) Noun 7



AFAR

Ex: /*woo ra*kub ?a'do/ 'that camel is-white'
/*af bar'ta^m me'^e/ * language he-learning-that is-good*
'That he is learning a language is good.* (Sentence subject)
/tinniki'se aw'ka wet'tah tan/
'she-fell girl crying she-is*
'The girl who fell is crying.' (Relative with S NP)

PS 4. Aux^Tense (^J^^^.i^)
Ex: /'t-amb-ay/ 'let her grow* (jussive), /t-embe-e/

•did she grow?

'

/o-ogore/ 'Kperf ) -hit * , /door-i'm-a/ ' chosen-passive-imp f, I'



4 . 4 Lexicon

(a) Major Categories (samples)

N

—

> 'baDa 'son* ba'9ala 'husband'

Vb-

'baPa ' son

'

'bara 'night'
man' saf ' medicine

'

a'lil 'heart'

ab 'do' (trans)
'go' (intrans)

Mod-*Ta'sa 'red'



AFAR

Pronoun (cf. Luc 1967:39-44)
Personal Accusative

1

2

3 m.
3 f.
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