
AN OUTLINE OF
MODO PHONOLOGY AND GRAMMAR

1. PHONOLOGY

1.1 Consonants

Modo has 33 (34) consonant phonemes, as follows (orthographic symtols used):



13 Tone

Modo has two level tones, which are a feature of the syllable; that is, each syllable

bears only one distinctive tone. Long vowels are best regarded as two syllables in

sequence since they may carry tone glides. These tone glides are simply a fusion of

high-low or low-high on adjacent syllables.

/daa/ 'Veil"

/mee/ "spear"

1.4 Syllable and word structure

Syllables in Modo are either V or CV, so words always end in a vowel. However,

in colloquial speech there is a tendency to drop final vowels after nasal consonants,

which become syllabic and take the tone of the vowel.

/'deni/ perfect tense marker, is pronounced as [deg]

/temo/ "soft and squashy", is pronounced as [tern]

A majority of words consist of two or three syllables, with some of four or five

syllables, and a few monosyllables, the latter mostly pronouns and function words.

Loan words are assimilated to the Modo syllable structure, either by adding extra

vowels or by deleting final consonants.

Arabic [birij] "mat" > Modo /birisi/

Arabic [sandurg] "chest, trunk" > Modo /sanduu/
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