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BHOJPURI.

LsthhrnM guna hahnta hah 'n^ rdkhihd mi^gaf

Naddi nUra^gHha jula, tahS haehHwai aiga,

TahS hachdwai aikga, jhapaia kuHd'lf^v^rai

:

Duthmana dawagira, hOe iina*hu*liS jh&rai.

Kaha Qiri-dhara Kabi'Tdya, Mia hadhd yaka gSfM,

Saba haihyiira-kS ehhiiri hsiha^mi r&khd iSfhi,

The Bhojpuri Naiional Anthmn.

(Thus paraphraMd by Mr. W. 8. Mey»r, 1.0.8.)

Great the virtues of tbfe Stick !

Keep a Stick witb you alway«—

Night and day, ^ell or sick-

When a river you must cross.

If you'd save your life from loss.

Have a stout Stick in your hand,

It will guide you safe to laud.

When the angry dogH assail,

Sturdy Stick will never fail.

Stick will stretch each yelping bound

On the ground.

If an enemy you see,

Stick will your protector be.

Sturdy Stick will fall like lead

On your foeman's wicked head.

Well doth poet Girdhar say

(Keep it carefnlly in mind)
' Other weapons leave behind,

Have a Stick with you alway.'

Bhojpuri, or, if tbe word were strictly transliterated, Bho]*p\iri,^ is properly speak*

iDg the language of Bhojpur, the name of a Town and
Name of the dialect.

Pargana in the north-west of the District of Shahabad. It is

a place of some importance in the modern history of India. The town is the original

head-qnarters of the Dumraon Baj, and the battle of Bnxar

was fought at Baglfsar a few miles to its west. Politically,

it belongs rather to the United Provinces than to Bihar, although it is at the present

dav included within the boundaries of the latter province. It was from its neighbour*

hood that the famous Bundelkhand heroes, Alha and tJdan, traced their origin, and all

its associations and traditions point to the west and not to the east.

The language called after this locality has spread far beyond its limits. It reaches,

on the north, across the Ganges, and even beyond the Nepal
Area covere

y
t e la ec

.

frontier, up to the lower ranges of the Himalayas, from

Ohamparan to Basti. On the South, it has crossed the Son^ and covers the great

'The word Bhojpuri hai obtained ontrMicy in Icgliib, and it would hi mi affMlaUea ofpiiri»m toipell tenant

•Bh«i*p«il/
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Banchi plateau of Chota liTagpuri where it ultimately flnck itself in contact with the

Bengali of Manbhum, and with the Oriya of Singhbhum.

Of the three Bibari dialects, Maithili, Magahi, and Bhojpuri, it is the most western*

North of the Ganges, it lies to the west of the Maithill of
• anguagd oyn ar e«.

MuzaffarpuT, and, south of that river, it lies to the west of

the Magahi of Gaya and Hazaribagh, It then takes a south-^easterly couroe, to the south

of the Magahi of Hazaribagh, till it has covered the entire Banchi Plateau, including

the greater part of the Districts of Palamau and of Banchi. Here, it is bounded on the

east by the Magahi spoken in the sub-plateau parganas of Banchi and by the Bengali

of Manbhum. On the south it is here bounded by the Oriya of Singhbhum and the

Native State of Gangpur. The boundary then turns to the north, through the heart of

the Jasbpur State, to the western border of Palamau, along which line it marches with

the form of Chbattisgarhi spoken in Sarguja and western Jasbpur. After passing along

the western side of Palamau, the boundary reaches the southern border of Mirzapur. It

follows the southern and western borders of that District up to the river Ganges. Here it

turns to the east;, along the course of that stream, which it crosses near Benaresi so as to

take in only a small portion of the north Gangetic portion of Mirzapur. South of Mirza-

pur, it has still had Chbattisgarhi for its neighbour, but on turniog to the north, along

the western confines of that District, it has been bounded on the west, first by the

Bagheli of Baghelkhand, and then by Awadhi. Having crossed the Ganges, its

boundary line lies nearly due north to Tanda on the Gogra, in the District of Fyzabad,

It has run along the western boundary of the Benares District, across Jaunpur, along the

west of Azamgarh, and across Fyzabad. At Tanda, its course turns west along the Gogra

and then north up to the lower ranges of the Himalayas, so as to include the District of

Basti. Beside the area included in the above language frontier, Bhojpuri is also spoken

by the members of the wild tribe of Tharus, who inhabit the Districts of Gonda and-

Bahraich.

The area covered by Bhojpuri is, in round numbers, some fifty thousand square

miles. At home, it is spoken by some 20,000,000 people as

ot^erBmirfdiaiects. * compared with the 6,235,782 who speak Magahi, and the

10,000,000 who speak Maithili. So far, therefore, as regards

the number of its speakers, it is much more important than the other two BihM
dialects put together. This division of the dialects of Bihari into two groups, an easterui

consisting of Maithili and Magahi, and a western, Bhojpuri, commends itself on both

linguistic and ethnic grounds. The two eastern dialects are much more closely connected

with each other than either is connected with Bhojpuri In grammatical forms, Maithili

and Magahi have much in common that is not shared by Bhojpuri, and, on the other

band, Bhojpuri has peculiarities of declension and conjugation which are unknown to

the other- two. There is a difference of intonation, too, between the east and the

west, which is very marked to anyone who is familiar with
mpwr%

. ^^^ languages of Eastern Hinddttixu In Maithili, the vowel

a is pronounced with a broad sound approaching the ' o in hot^ colour which it

possesses in Bengali Bhojpuri, on the contrary, pronounces the vowel with the clear

sharp-cut tone which we hear all over Central Hinddstan. Oontwwted with this the

dialect also possesses a long drawled vowel, which is written in many different ways,
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but which is always pronounced like the aw in awl} This lasi sound also occurs both

in Maithili and in Magahi, but not nearly to so great an extent, and moreorer, when it

does occur in these dialects, it is not so liable to be noticed owing to the broad sound
.

of the frequently occurring vowel a, with which it is, as pronounced in the east, easily

confounded. In Bhojpuri, on the contrary, the contrast between this drawled d and the

clear-cut sound of the common a is so very marked, and the drawled a is of such fre-

quent occurrence, that it gives a tone to the whole language which is recognised at

once.

In the declension of nouns, the favourite Bhojpuri postposition of the genitive is

. kef while in the Eastern dialects it is either k or kar or ker.
Dtciansion^and^con^

Besides this, the genitive of a Bhojpuri substantive has an

oblique form, a thing unkliown to Maithili or MagahL As

regards pronouns, Bhojpuri has a word for * your honour ',—viz. mt^r^,—which does not

occur in the east. In the conjugation of verbs, the Bhojpuri verb substantive, bdtSf he is,

does not appear in the other two, while the form of the verb substantive which may be

called common to the three dialects,—Aa«, he is,— is throughout its conjugation pronounced

so differently in Bhojpuri that it can hardly be recognised as the same verb. In the con-

jugation of the finite verb, Bhojpuri has a present tense,—r^'eMi-ld, I see,—which is

peculiar to itself, and is not met in the other two dialects. Finally,—Bhojpuri has cmst

aside all that maze of verbal forms which appals the student when he first attempts to

read Maithili or Magahi. All those forms which depend upon the person of or the

degree of respect to be shown to the object, which are so characteristic of these two

dialects, are absent from Bhojpuri, and instead we have a simple conjugation, with

rarely more than one form for each person.

Bhojpuri has three main varieties,—the Standard, the Western, and Ifagpuria. It

has also a border sub-dialect called Madh&si, and a broken
8ub-diaf«ct».

^^^^ called Tharu. Standard Bhojpuri is spoken mainly in

the Districts of Shahabad, Ballia, and Ghazipur (Eastern half), and in the Doab of the

Gogra and the Gandak. As its name implies, Western Bhojpuri is spoken in the West-

ern Districts of Fyzabad, Azamgarh, Jaunpur, Benares, the western half of Ghazipur,

and South->Gangetic Mirzapur, while Kagpuria is spoken in Chota Nagpur. Madbgsi

is spoken in Champaran, and Tharu Bhojpuri along the Nepal frontier from that district

to Bahraich.

Standard Bhojpuri extends over a large area, and exhibits some local peculiarities.

^ ^ ^ «^ , . The most noticeable is the preference of the more south^n
Stftndard Bhojpuri. ^

Districts of Shahabad, Ballia and Ghazipur, and of the south-

ern part of Saran, for the letter f instead of f in the ccmjugation of the auxiliary vwb.

Thus, while the Northern Standard BhoJpuA prefers to say * bate ' for • he is,' the Southern

prefers bare* In the centre and north of Saran, there is a peculiar form* of the Fast

tense of the verb, in which u is substituted for the { which is usually typical of Bihari

;

but this anomaly does not go further north, and in Eastern Gorakhpur, the language

differs but little from that of Shahabad* Still further to the north-wes^ in Western

Gorakhpur and in ^sti^ there are a few other divergencies from the Standard, but they^

are not of importance, and are mainly due to the influence of the neighbouring western

^ This is the tOTind wHcli I trftmliUrate hj 4.
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variety of the dialect. Natives, who are quick to recognise any divergence of dialect,

call the langaage of Eastern Gorakhpur Gorakhpuri, and the language of the west of

that district and of Basti, Sarwaria.^

Western Bhojpuri is frequently called Purbi, or the Language of the East> par

excellence* This is naturally the name given to it by the

western BhojpurT also known inhabitants of Westem Hindostan, but has the disadvantage

of being indefinite. It is employed very loosely, and often

includes languages which have nothing to do with Bhojpuri, but which are also spoken

in Eastern Hindostan. For instance, the language spoken in the east of the District of

Allahabad is called Purbi, but the specimens of it which have been sent to me are clearly

those of a form of Eastern Hindi. It altogether wants the characteristic features of Bhoj-

puri,—the pr^ent in ^la and the Past in -af,—and instead has the well-known Eastern

Hindi Past in -f«. I have hence decided to abandon the term Parbi altogether, and to

use instead the term • Western Bhojpuri,* which, while not so familiar to Natives, has the

advantage of being definite, and of connoting exactly what it is wanted to express.

As compared with Standard Bhojpuri, the following are the principal points of

^ ^ „ . ^ ,., diflference in Grammar. In Standard BhojpurL the termin-
StandardBhojpurr and Western . ^ .». . , -n , t. # » • xi.

Bhojpuri compared. ation of the Genitive IS ke^ with oblique form *a ; m the

Western dialect it if ha or kd% with an oblique form he. The

latter has also an Instrumental Case ending in an^ which is altogether wanting in the

Standard language. In Western Bhojpuri, the adjective is liable to change according to

the gender and case of the noun which it qualifies. This is much rarer in the Standard

form of the language. Tlie use of the pronouns in the two forms of speech differs con*

siderabiy. The forms of the demonstrative pronouns vary, and the word tuh can be

used as an honorific pronoun of the second person in the West, which is not the case

in the East. In the East the oblique form of nouns and pronouns usually ends in a,

while in the West, it always ends in e. The Verb Substantive has two forms in both

sub-dialects, but the hdwttl am, of the East has become haul in the West. As forms of

this verb are of frequent occurrence, and as the difference of pronunciation is very

marked, the result of this last point is that the * tone*colour * of each of the two sub*dia*

lects shows considerable diversity from that of the other. In the conjugation of the

verb, there fire two marked differences. Nothing is more marked in Standard Bhojpuri

than the nasal tone which is given to the termination of the first person plural, whioh»

being also used for the singular, is of frequent occurrence. Thus a man of Shahabad

says ham hailt for * I did '. In Western Bhojpuri this nasal is dropped in the plural^ and

we only have h^im kmlh Moreover, in the latter, the first person plural is not nearly

so often used for the Singular, as in the Standard. The termination of the third person

plural also differs considerably in the two forms of speech. In the Standard it ends in -an

or in '€mh and in tbe West it ends in •ail The above are only the most noteworthy

points of difference between the two main forms of Bhojpuri. There are many other

minor ones, for which the reader is referred to the grammatical notes prefixed to the

specimens. See, especially, pp. 249 and ff.

The Kagpuria of Cbota Nagpur differs from tbe Standard type principally in the

fact that it has borrowed grammatical forms from the neigh*

bonring Chbattli^airhi of tbe ei^t of the Central Provinces.

' ^
ftn tzplftDstioii of this last name, see pp. 23S and ff.

o2
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Instances are the nse of the termination *h4Ji,ri to give definiteness to a noun, and the

suffix -man to form the plural. There are other divergencies from the Standard wMch

will he found described on pp. 280 and ff. It may be noted that Nagpuria is sometimes

known by the people who speak it as Sadan or Sadri and is called by the Mu^da tribes

of Chota Nagpur * Dikku Kaji/

The Madhesi of Champaran is the language of the * Madhya-dem^* or * Middle coun-

try,* between the Maithili of Tirl^ut and the Bhojpuri of

Madhfsf.
Gorakhpur. As its name implies it is a border form of

speech possessing some of the charaoteristics of each dialect. Its straoture is, however,

in the main that of Bhojpuri.

The Tharus who inhabit the Tarai along the Nepal frontier have no speech of their

own. Wherever we find them they have adopted more or
ThSr0Bhojpurr.

^^^^ completely the language of their Aryan neighbours.

Those who are found in the British districts from Bahraioh to Champaran speak a

corrupt form of Bhojpuri, mixed here and there with aboriginal words which will repay

the invest^ations of the ethnologist. It is worth noting that the Tharus of Bahraich

and Gonda speak Bhojpuri, although the local Aryan language is not that language, but

is Eastern Hindi.

The area in which Bhojpuri is spoken is shown in the map facing page 1.

The following are the figures which show the number of speakers of Bhojpuri

within the area in which it is a vernacular. The totals
urn ©r o »p

. ^^^ given for each sub-dialect. For details, district by district,

the reader is referred to the various sections dealing with each sub-dialect :—

SontherE Standard 4,324,293

"""'^'""orstr . . U0..500

Sarwarii _^_1
Total . 6,165,151

Western Dialect ^'^S'^??„ ., 594,257
Nagpnn&

71Anqfi

Thara Bhojpuri
^^•'^

Total . 16,776,937

Besides the above, there is the population of the Nopal Tirai, which, of necessity,

cannot be numbered. A moderate estimate would put the Bhojpuri speakers of that

tract at three millions, so that we are justified in estimating the whole number of people

who speak Bhojpuri at home, as in round numbers 20,000,000.

For the reasons stated when dealing with Maithili, vide ante pp. 14i and fE., it is

impossible to ascertain the number of people whose native language is Bhojpuri, but who

live in parts of India where Bhojpuri is not the vernacular. All that can be done is to

give for the Provinces of Bengal and Assam the following estimated figures. No figures

of any kind are available for the rest of India.

Inalade mim sp«ak«n of ThUrd Bbojpnri and DomrK

.
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Table Bhomng the eitimated number of speakers of Bhojpuri, within the Zower Prot>^
ince$ of Bengal^ but outside the Area in which Bhojpurl is the Vernacular
Language*

Name of Dittriet

Burdwan

Bankura

Birbhum

Midnapur

Hooghly

Hof7rah

S4*Pargaiias

Calcutta

Kadia .

Jeasore .

Mmrsbidabad

Klrnlna

Dinajpur

Bajshahi

BangpTir

Bogra .

Fabna •

Darjeeling

Jalpaiguri

Each-Bihar (State)

Dacca

Faridpnr

Baokergtmge

Mymcnsingb

CbittagOBg

Noakbali

Tippera

Bhagalpur

Cnttack

Pnri .

Balasoro

Jaibpur State

TOTAl

Number of

Speakerg*

12,800

. 1,600

9,200

40,600

4,900

ld,000

23,000

71,600

3,600

1,500

40,900

1,690

7,300

4,000

17,900

9,400

7,000

4,600

9,300

4,800

11,,600

2,300

900

24,800

1,200

162

2,200

7,406

350

zm

920

200

346,878

RlHlBKt.
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Table ahotmng the estimated mmher of speakers of Shojpurt within the Prwince of
Assam.

Nftmo of Diiitriet.
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Benares diTlsioii» and Behar. Hence Pooebiea {purbiffA), a man of those coantries^

was, in the days of the old Bengal army, often used for a sepoy, the majority being

recruited in those proTinces.

1658. ^ Om&am (HiimijrQ&) F»txifth .••.raolTod to foUofr Xerchan (Shtr Khma) and try his fortuiit igmil him %

and %h%f mtl olote to tiie river Gaugds before it unites with the ri?er Jfttnonay where on the West hank of the riTer there u

a dtjr ei^ed Oanoee, one of the Chief of the kingdom of Dely. Xerehan wat bejond the Birer in the traet wbieh the nativea

eaU VvMBJi^ •
" SmrrMf IT. iz. 9.

1016. '* Beogala, a laost e{MM)ioiii and fraillal prorinoe, bat more properly to be ealled a kingdom, whioh hath twa

ery Ufffl pcorinoee within it, Fubb and Patan, the one lying on the Baat, the other on the West side of the wer,"

!P§rri^, Xd. l€66» p. 857.

1666. ** La PfOYinoe de HaUbas 8*app#Uoit antrefots Pusof »...*• " Tk$w§mi, • 197.

18S1. ** My lands were taken avmy.

And the Company |^ve me a pension of jnst eight annas a day

;

And the PooBiiias swa^fored abont oor slioets as if they had done it all... ... ...
".

AUar Simffk ioqmUur, by * Sowar* in an Indian paper* the name and date lost.

B.^-^BAXUABS AND TOOABT7I*ABIB8.

BK^m9.J.,-^Ni^^onih0BhojpuT{dia,UQtoj Einii $pohm in W0it0rn Behar, Journal oi the Boyal

Asiatio Society, Tol. iii, IT. S., 1868, pp. 483 and H.

Campbbll, Sip G,,—8p06imm8 of Iumguag0s of India. Induding tho$e of th0 Aboriginal TribM of

Bongal, th§ Central Frovinou^ and ih$ MoiUm Frontior. Calcutta, 1874 P. 60, lasts of Words

and Sentences in the Yernacnlar of Ckamparan. P. 95, Ditto in the Kharwar of Shahabad.

HoiBHM, A. F. R., 0.1.1.,—J. Orammar of iho Sa$tom Hindi eom^ared with iho othor Oau4ian

Langudges. London, 1880. Contains a Orammar of Western Bhojpnrl, nnder the name of

' Bastern Hindf.'

num,3.'R.^l*O.B,^—H^ortonthe80tiUimentOp^ation$intheDiiiriotof Ammgarh. Allahabad, 1881.

Appen^x n contains a fnll account of the Western Bhojpnrl spoken in the Districti Appen*

diz III, whioh has been separately printed, oondsts of a fntt Vocabnlary of the same.

Albxatoib, E. B.,—SlolM^toal, JDsicnpet^s, ond BUiorioal Aooownt of tk$ Sorth-W^st^m Frotimu of

India. Vol. li, Cawnpoie, Gorakhpnr, and Bas^L Allahabad, 1881. On p. 372 there is an

acconnt of the form of Bhojpnrl spoken in Gorakhpnr.

GbibbsoHi G. A.r^8mmn Qrammars of th9 IHalm^i and IM'^dialmU of th§ Sihiri Languago. Fori If,-^

BhojpM Dialoot of Sh&hahad, Bdran, OhampArant North MmaffarpUTt and th$ Maitem Portion

of iho North- Woit0m Frovinoo$. Calcutta, 1884.

HOEBHLB, A. p. R., and Gbibbsoh, G. A.,—Jl Oom^arativo Dictionary of th€ Bihari Languago^ Part I,

Calcutta, 1885. Part 11, 1889, Only two parts issued.

KiLtoOO, The Rev. S. H.»

—

A Grammar of the Bimdi Languag*^ in which ar$ treated ...... the Colloquial

Dialeot$of».,,..»:Bhojpirf,^., etc., witheopioue philological notee. Second Edition, RcTised

and Bnlarged, London, 1898.

GmmoaA-NlTH DotT|—/iToiss on the Vernacular Dialeote epohen in the District of Saran* Jomnai of

the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. Ixvi, lS97, Pt. I, pp. 194 and ff.

C—Tbxts,

FBAfbb, H.,—FolWofS from Bastern Odrakhpur (JiT.-TT. P.), Journal of the Asialao Society of Bengal,

Vol, Iii, 1883, pp. 1 and ff. Contains a number of songs. Edited by the^present writer,

Gribbsob, G. A.,--Some Bihdrf Folksongs, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. xvi, 1884, Part I,

pp. 196 and S.

GBitBSOir, G. A.,

—

The Song of Alha^s Marriage, Indian Antiquary, Vol, xiv, 1885, pp. 209 and ft.

Gbibbson, G. a.,—Two versions of the Song of Qoptohand, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol.

Ut, 1885, Part I, pp. 85 and S.

Gbjbbsob, G. a.,—Some Shcj^ptiri Folksongs. Journal of the Royal Aitfatic Society, Vol. xriiij 1886,

pp, 207 Mid ff.

Gbibbsob, G. a.,—iSeleo^ed Specimens of the Bihdri Language. Fart lU Th$ BhofpU r§ Dialeit. The

Oit Naika Bat^'ar^wa. Zeiteo^ft der deutschtn Hoigenl&ndiMdien Gesellsohaft, Vol. xHii,

1889.'pp. 468 and ff.
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Iilii Kba^o B4fllDtrB Miiiii, HiSiBUlDaiBiJ Kuyil^t'^Sm^OMwnd. A oolleotbm of tixfy Kajali Sooj<8.

BanUpmr, 1884.

Rkil^DiLTTk §tVKJJkf V^p^if^DSvuhthara-eharitra, ft dmmft. Contains scenas in 'niojpBzl. Benares,

188i.

BiTi-DAfTA ^vnkf-^ailkffal'mf Ma^al or a hhrni Awmni o/ mmm r§omi JMmg9 Ai BaXUti, Benares ,

1886.
,

BlM-QABtB Cha0bB, Pai^dit,--J%arf-K?^. BbubtMi 1886.

FALtoir, S. W., TiMPi-i, Capt R. 0., and hlht FaqIr Chakd,—-4 IWetftanary of EiniumfiMftovmbt.

Benares, 1886* On pp. 274 and ff. tliere is a oollection of Bhojpnri Proverbs.

Tf05 'AlI,—BadmiUhrdar^^a^, Benares, 1889, A oollection of songs in the language of Bi'nares Cil^.

The oharaoter |a general use in writing Bhojpnxi is the £aifhi, lor the alphabet of

.., rx. ^^ ^ which, see the plate faeing p. 11. The Dgya-n^^ri

18 also used by the edueated classes. Examples of both

th^e alphabets will be found in the following specimens.
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