
Cebuano 123

Table 3: Primary Affixes

Voice (case)



124 Cebuano



jectival constructions there is no set order, and it is impossible

to say which of the two or more forms in the phrase is the

head. For example, in a phrase meaning *the big house', the

form meaning 'big' can come first or second: ?ar} daku rj baldy

'the big thing that is a house'or ?arj baldy rj daku? 'the house

that is big.' Another example: for 'the book I asked him to

buy', the phrase meaning 'I asked him to buy' can come first

or second: ?af] gipapalit ndku? niya y libru 'the thing which I

had him buy which was a book' or ?arj libru rj gipapalit ndku?

niya 'the book which I asked him to buy.'

Numerals must precede the words they modify, however. In

the following phrase the word for 'two' duhd must come first:

duhd ka libru /two linker book/ 'two books.'

Negation, There are two negatives: wald? (past, present verbs

and location) and J/7/7 (future verbs, adjectives, and nouns).

Since wald? with verbs indicates past time, the tenseless form

of the verb follows all verbs modified with wald?, as for ex-

ample the form palitd 'buy' which is tenseless in the follow-

ing example: wald?palitd ni Huwdn ?arj libru (neg-past buy-

it GEN John NOM book) 'John didn't buy the book.'
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