
Phonemic consonants of Degema

Degema has twenty-four phonemic consonants as follows: /m, n, j% rj, rj
w

, p, b, t, d, k, g,

kp, gb, 6, cf, d3*, r, f, {$**, s, h, 1, j, w/.

Contrast between pairs of the consonants is shown below with minimal pairs:

m
n



**Degema Town speakers pronounce this consonant as [v], while Usokun speakers

pronounce it as [$]

.

***Repeated consonant

These consonants are put in a chart as shown below:

Place =>

Mannerli



Phonemic vowels of Degema

Degema has ten phonemic vowels as follows: /i, i, e, e, a, 9, o, o, u, u/.

The ten vowels are divided into two sets of five each - expanded and non-expanded - on

the basis of the size of the pharynx. Expanded vowels are produced with the root of the

tongue pushed forward, accompanied by a simultaneous lowering of the larynx, while

non-expanded vowels are produced with the root of the tongue pulled backwards with a

simultaneous raising of the pharynx.

The two sets of vowels are shown in the chart below:

front central

high


