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Swadesh List for French

by Antoni Brosa

The Swadesh list is a catalogue of 100 (the basic one) or 200 words that allows a quick comparison between languages. The
words in the list have been chosen to avoid the geographically or culturally-tied ones. The amount of divergent pairs of words

between two lists provides a percentage useful in establishing the interval of time that has elapsed since the respective

languages started to split up. Morris Swadesh and Robert Lees worked out a correlation between the percentage of

vocabulary two languages had in common and the length of their separation.
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28



5waaesn j^isi ror L.aiaian rage j or 4

63
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98


