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LEPOHA OR RdNQ.

The Lepchas are considered as the oldait inhabitaEts of Sikkim. They are also found.

in Western Blintan, Eastern Nepal, and in Barjeeling. They call themselres R6ng and

are known to the Tibetans as Bong-pa or Man«pa. Lepcha is a nickname given to them

by the Nepalese. According to the Sikkim Gazetteer the local pronmioiation of the word

is Lapcha or Lapche. Dr. Waddell thinks that it is compost of lap, speech, and cAa,

Tile, and that it consequently means 'vile speakers/

B6ng has an indigenous literature, and the Sikkim Raja Ohakdor Namgye (born 1686)

designed an alphabet for the use of his subjects. B6ng literature comprise Buddhistic

and other religious books, law books, etc. Very little has as yet been made known about

it. Parts of the Scriptures have also been translated into the language.

According to information collected during the preparatory operations of this Survey

the numbers of speakers of B6ng in Sikkim and Barjeeling

were, roughly estimated, as follows :

—

Sikkim 25,000

Darjeeling . 9,894

Total . 34,894

At the last Census of 1901, the language entries under the head of B6ng were as-

follows :

—

Bbhqai. Pebsidikqt—

Sikkim , 7,945

Baijeeling •••••«•••• 11,252

Jalpaignri ,..•#••••• 74

Monghjr .••••••••• 1

Bliagalpur ...•.•••*• 1

SoEtftl Parganas • . 1

Total Bengal Premdency 19,274
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