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No less than three different alphabets are in use in the tract in which Maithili is

spoken. The Maithili character proper is that used by
Written Oharacter. mr -At -i t» -i_ i • i ^ , . .. . «

Maithil Brahraans, and is closely akm to the Bengali. It is

not used by persons of the other castes. The character which is used by all the other

castes, and which is generally employed, with a few local variations, over the whole of

Northern India, from Bihar to Gujerat, is the Kaithi. It is not a complete alphabet,

using only the long form of the vowel * i * for both the short and the long vowels, and
the short form of * u ' for similar purpose. A fount of Kaithi type is adopted by
the Bengal Government for official publications in the vernacular, intended for publica-

tion in Bihar, in which this deficiency has been supplied, and books are now printed in

Patna in, the same type, so that gradually the written character is becoming more
connect in this respect. The Deva-nagari character is used by a few of the educated

classes who have come under the literary influence of Benares, and it is understood

and read by all persons who pretend to a liberal education*

The table opposite shows the three alphabets current in Mithila in juxtapomtibn.

Specimens will subsequently be given in all three. In transliterating those in Kaithi,

the necessarv correction of distinguishing between the long and short * i ' and * u ' will

be made.
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