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There are only 24 survivors of the ten different G.A. groups and

they now form one community. They have difficulty in conversing with each other
because of linguistic differences between the ten different groups. Among my

informants, one belonged to the Kora and another, named Biye, to the Jeru group,

and the young couple had no idea of their origin. I decided to record primarily
one language and to rely on one person, Pikar, who belongs to the Kora group of

the G.A.
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1.2 Previous work on phonology

I have already discussed the linguistic work of Man, Portman and Radcliffe-
Brown on page 187 of this paper. D.N. Basu's paper (1952) was published when
he had worked with the one remaining small group. The latest fieldwork on G.A.

was carried out by S. Manoharan around 1977. In an interview with Mr Manoharan
in 1980 I learnt that he had submitted a Ph.D. thesis on G.A. at Calcutta
University.

The phonological inventories of Basu and Manoharan are as follows:

Basu
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2.2 Consonants

Bilabial Dental Retroflex Palatal Velar

Plosive

Nasal

Lateral

Flap

Semivowel

b

Ph

t

d

th
9

n

T

kh

n

(w)

Unvoiced
Voiced
Aspirated unvoiced

Voiced

Voiced

Voiced

Voiced

BILABIALS: b ph

Examples of occurrence:

Initial Medial

bowa
bat
bor
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2.3 Vowels

Front Central Back
Close i u

Half close e o
Half open e 6
Open a

/a/

/a/ is an unrounded back vowel, further forward than Hindi long a, but lower
and further back than Hindi short a. It approximates the central position of
Hindi short a, when it is followed by /r/ or when used as the possessive prefix
/a/, as in the word ami mi (mother) and other nouns denoting close kinship.

Examples of occurrence:

Initial Medial Final

at fire tatab tongue ra pig
atra bright i rakan root bowa ground



Phoneme
b
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