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Scripts for Munda Languages
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Sorang Sompeng

We know less about Sorang Sompeng than about the other two scripts; the one history

and description of this script is found in a short paper by Khageshwar Mahapatra
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TABLE 56.1: The Characters ofSorang Sampeng with Transliterations
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script as we need to, so we may be missing morphophonemic and, perhaps, dialecto-

logical information built into Mangei's writing system. Sorang Sompeng uses the h

symbol for the glottal stop [?] (there is no aspiration in Sora outside loanwords), but

seems not to write glottal stop in some of the instances where it does occur. The ret-

roflex [r] is written rd. Mahapatra claims that there is no use for c and v in Sora. The

letter / is used for [i] and [i], and o for [o] and [o]. Consonant clusters are written not

with conjunct characters (as in the Indie scripts), but by simply juxtaposing consonant

letters, so the reader must recognize the presence or absence of [s] in any particular

instance. There is no halarita-like "killer" diacritic.
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