
2. Phonology

The phonemic inventory of Kaki Ae includes the eleven consonants and ten vov^els showoi in

Table 1.
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The phoneme /p/ varies between [b] and [m] word-initially, and between [P] and [v]

intervocalically, as shown in the following forms.

/peraTo/ [be.ra.Ta - me.ra.Ta] 'skin'

/ePero/ [e.pe.ra - e.vE.ra] 'dog'

The contrast between nasal and oral vowels is clear after oral consonants as shown in the

following examples.

/ao/ 'you'

/a?o/ 'ladle'

/eamo/ 'bird sp.'

/ehe/ 'that'

/E?elo/ 'white'

/i?i/ 'piece of food'

/o?Eka/ 'to make'

/o?iamuha/ 'to put'

/u?uli/ 'centipede'

After nasal consonants there does not seem to be a distinction; all vowels seem to be nasalised.

Most sequences of vowels are all oral. The only sequence of nasal vowels found thus far is in

/aE?a/ 'that'. The following words with sequences of nasal vowel followed by oral vowel have

been found.

vs. /a?o/
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ou /oulaha/ *to remove'

John M. Clifton
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[ereamu?ena] 'I see it' is derived from /elea-amu-?ena/ (cf. [erea?e?ena] < /elea-?E-?ena/ '1

see you', [ariamu?ena] < /ali-amu-?Ena/ *I throw it', and [afi?e?Ena] < /ali-?£-?Ena/ 'I throw

you'). When the second vowel in the sequence is nasal, the remaining vowel is also nasal as in

[aPaha?£] < /aPa-ha-a?E/ 'did he go up?'. Finally, 111 is deleted after a consonant across a

morpheme boundary as in [amamEnu] < /ama-m-?£nu/ 'I hit it'. This is easily explained in terms

of the general constraint against consonant clusters.
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