
PARTI

Tigrinya and its Alphabet

Tigrinya uses a special writing system called the "Ge'ez" (or

"Ethiopic") alphabet (or syllabary). The earliest inscription in

Ge*ez is without vowels. However, at some point in the distant

past, the vowels of the language began to be written by way of

small additions or modifications to the consonants preceding them.

Thus, although Arabic and Hebrew are usually written without

vowels (or "unpointed"), languages that use the Ge*ez alphabet are

always vowelled.

The normal syllable in Tigrinya is considered to be a consonant

followed by a vowel. If a consonant ends a syllable, the sixth,

neutral vowel is used with it. Most consonants are written in seven

slightly different forms corresponding to the traditional seven

vowels. The next table shows the vowels, including their traditional

names. The system of vowels applied to all the consonants is

exhibited in the alphabet chart, commonly called "ha hu" after the

first two letters.



order sound transliteration example
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m



TIGRINYA GRAMMAR

Edited by

John Mason

The Red Sea Press, Inc.
Publishers & Distributors of Third World Books

11-D Princess Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648


