
2. Inventory of Symbols

Tausug does not have a highly complicated sound system as do some languages of the world.

It has only three vowel phonemes, /a/, /i/, and /u/ (a fact which undoubtedly facilitated the adoption

by the early people of Sulu of the Arabic, or Jawi, script, or ''sulat Sag" as the Tausug call it) and

19 consonant phonemes distributed in basic syllable patterns which, except in instances involving

semivowels, permit consonant clusters only at syllable boundaries. The 19 segmental consonants are

displayed in the phoneme chart below:



Stops

voiceless

voiced



Tausug-English Dictionary:

Kabtangan Iban Maana

First edition compiled and edited by

Irene U. Hassan, Nurhadan Halud,

Seymour A. Ashley and Mary L Ashley

Second edition compiled and edited by

Irene U. Hassan, Seymour A. Ashley and Mary L Ashley

Index of second edition compiled by

Malcolm S. Armour

Notre Dame ofJolo College

JolOy Sulu

Summer Institute of Linguistics

Manila^ Philippines

1994


