
table 59.23: Turkish Alphabet

Letter Phonetic Value Name

A



)82 PART X: USE AND ADAPTATION OF SCRIPTS

Turkish

On the order of Kemal Ataturk in 1928, the Republic of Turkey switched virtually

overnight from the Arabic-based script of Ottoman Turkish (table 62.8 on

page 758) to a Roman alphabet script (Heyd 1954, Bazin 1983). Turkish has an eight-

vowel system; the front rounded vowels are indicated by means of an umlaut, the high

back unrounded vowel by dropping the dot from the letter / (the upper case equivalent

of / is /, that of 1 is /.) Vowel length is distinctive, in particular in loans from Arabic-

Persian, but is only rarely indicated by means of a circumflex accent. In native words,



|. PART X: USE AND ADAPTATION OF SCRIPTS

Sample of Turkish

/. Turkish: Bin dokuz yiiz yirmi sekiz yilinda

2. Transcription: 'bin do'kuz jyz jir,mi se'kj
iz jiuliun'da

3. Gloss: iooo 9 ioo 20 8 in.its.year

7. edilmi§ olan Yeni Turk Alfabesi her ses

2. edilj,mij olan je,ni 'tyrkj alfabe'si 'her ,ses

3. done

kabul

ka'bulj

acceptance

icin ayn

itjin aj'riu

being new Turk its.alphabet each sound for separate

1. bir harf ve her harf icin yalniz bir ses esaslari uzerine

2. bir 'harf ve 'her ,harf itjin 'jalnuiz 'bir ,ses esasla'rui yzerine

3. a letter and each letter for only one sound its.principles onto

1. Latin harfleriyle tertip edilmi§tir. Butun harrier okunur.

2. l
ja'tin harflj

e'rijl
je ter'tip edilj

,mijtir by'tyn harfl
jer oku'nur

3. Latin with.its.letters organization was.done all letters are.read

I.


