
3.1 Word Stress

Word stress is on the penultimate syllable of multisyllabic roots.^ This is much the same as Galela

(Shelden 1989), but different from Loloda and Tobelo (van Baarda 1904:356-9) and Tabaru, where stress can

occur on the antepenultimate or penultimate syllable depending on affixation (Kotynski 1988: 156). This is also

much different than Sahu, where the stress is phonemic (Visser and Voorhoeve 1987:19). Tidore stress is as

follows;

(3) ane



3.2 Phonemes

3.2.1 Consonant Inventory

Tidore has a total of 19 consonants including eight stops, three fricatives, four nasals, one lateral, one
vibrant, and two semivowels. These are listed in the table below.

Table 1. Tidore Consonants.



3,24 Vowel Inventory

Tidore has five underlying vowels which is much in keeping with the other North Halmaheran

languages. A simple table is presented below.

Table 2. Tidore Vowels.

front central back

high i u

mid e o

low a



3.2.7 Vowel Sequences

Vowel sequences in Tidore are not uncommon, and occur most frequently in the word-final position,

although they do occur in both word-initial and word-medial positions. Although a phonetic inventory of

Tidore reveals the presence of diphthongs and lengthened vowels, these are best analyzed phonemically as

consisting of separateW sequences, with each vowel representing a nuclear vowel.

One of the reasons for analyzing the ambiguous W sequences and all lengthened vowels as two

phonemic vowel segments is that, with the exception of /ie/, lixxl , /eo/, /eu/, all vowels can occur in a W
sequence:

(54)

(55)

(56)

iV

eV

aV

(57) uV

(58) oV

buria



on the penultimate syllable. If sequences were treated as monosyllabic diphthongs, each instance would produce

an exception to an otherwise highly regular penultimate stress rule.

The third reason for analyzingW sequences as separate segments is that such sequences often occur in

word-final position. This would mean that if the l\l or l\xl were considered to be the semivowels /y/ or /w/, the

result would be a consonant in the word-final position. Such a pattern would be very inconsistent with Tidore

phonology, which has no word-final consonants with the exception of nasals and those found in borrowed

words (see Section 4).

Finally, one may be tempted to posit the hypothesis that ambiguousW sequences ending in /i/ and /u/

should be viewed either as diphthongs or as vowel-semivowel combinations ending in /y/ and /w/. This

hypothesis however would be unacceptable, since the ambiguous segments v^ich need to be considered are not

just limited to Vi and Vu. Instead, we see /ae/ and /ao/ sequences as well, vMch pattern in the same way as Vi

and Vu. Since all theW examples below are spoken with the same timing by native speakers, it would be

undesirable to consider some of the examples as dijphthongs, while considering othersW combinations.

(59) gelei [ge'lei] 'little finger'

jau ['jau] 'to hold on'

dae [dae] 'weapon'

lao ['lao] 'eye'

In the light of the above discussion, it seems best to interpret all W sequences as separate vowels rather

than as diphthongs or as semivowel sequences.

4. SYLLABLE STRUCTURE

The basic syllable pattern in Tidore may be written as (C) V (C). The possible combinations fi-om this

basic pattern are as follows; V, CV, CVC. However, Tidore does not exhibit the VC syllable sequence. This is

diflferent from both Pagu (Wimbish 1991:11) and Galela (Shelden 1989:83) which have a VC syllable

sequence, but similar to Sahu (Voorhoeve 1987:19) which does not. Thus Tidore syllable patterns are limited

to V, CV, and CVC.

The V pattern can occur word initially or word finally

(60) ofu *bee' V.CV
ea 'sleepy' V.V

The number ofV syllables in succession is limited to two without an intervening C.

(61) ea 'sleepy'



Of the consonants found in syllable-final position, the nasals are most common with the exception of

/ny/. The following non-nasals have also been found, but very infrequently: /I/, /r/, and /d/. Below are some
examples of consonants in the syllable-fmal position. All also occur in the CVC syllable structure.

(64) dalfuku



Tables. Root-initial changes with N-prefix.

k



(70) campur
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