
The phonetics of the Yuchi language will be discussed in detail
in the grammatical part which will be published separately from
the tales. Here I only wish to give a short survey of thephonetical
devices which I have employed in taking down the tales.
We recognize open and closed vowels as follows

:

i, as in "meat";
I, as in "pin";

Hke the German or French closed e, e. e.: "sehr".e.

*et6'
,

e, as in "get";

9, as the second obscured e in German "gehen",
"nehmen";

a, between a and c, e. g. German: "Ara";
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a, as in "father"

;

a, as in "bump"

;

o, like the German or iVench closed o, e. g.: "Boot",

"haut";

0, open o, lie German "offen";

u, as in "room"

;

u, as in "cook";

All the oi)en vowels occur often nasalized as : t, f ,
qc, o, u. Quantity

seems to be of significance in a very few cases< only, where vowels

are lenghtened to denote comparison; in these cases the length is

indicated by a dot following the letter, e.g.: a-. There are two semi-

vowels w and y which are both sounded like the corresponding

EngUsh letters.

As regards consonant sounds I have distinguished between

sonant, halfsonant and surd stops. This distinction is cleaxly

recognized, although it is subject to individual differences, which

are considerable enough to cause uncertainties in my perception of

differences between the sonant and the halfsonant, respectively

the halfsonant and the surd stops. Sinc^these imcertainties also

occur with a single individual it is impossible to be consistent in the

distinction of all three grades. Nevertheless this distinction seems

to be an outstanding feature of Yuchi phonetics. Thus we have:

Sonant:


