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PREFACE.

[
— Ot

I begin the history of the Royal Institution, and its
professors to the time of Faraday, with the life of
its founder, Count ,Rumford, because his career and
character determined its original form. I have written
short accounts of the earliest professors because the
spirit that has shown itself in them has up to this time
been the life of the Institution. Dr. Garnett and
Dr. Thomas Young had comparatively little influence
there, because the founder took the most active part
in the establishment of his Institution; but when
Count Rumford and Sir Joseph Banks had left and
Mr. Bernard and Sir John Hippesley were the lead-
ing managers, Professor Davy gradually became the
main supporter of the place, and to him chiefly it owes
the form which it now retains.

During the last half-century the name of Faraday
has been so blended with that of the Royal Institution
that few people know what Davy made it; and fewer
still have heard what Rumford at first intended it
to be.

The following account will show that the Institution
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owes its origin entirely to Rumford, and would certainly
have failed but for Davy. Moreover, it will be seen that
before Faraday came there, it had been the home of Dr.
Garnett and of Dr. Thomas Young; Dr. Dalton had
lodged and lectured for weeks there; Sydney Smith,
Coleridge, Sir James Smith, Dibden, Dr. Crotch,
Campbell, Landseer, Opie, and Flaxman had also
lectured there ; Sir Joseph Banks and Mr. Cavendish
had been managers, and Dr. Wollaston and Dr. Jenner
had been members.

I have searched everywhere to find new or forgotten
facts about the Institution.

For the sketch of the founder I owe much to the
Rev. Dr. G. E. Ellis, of Boston, who has lately written
the Life of Rumford for the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, I have found many despatches and
letters relating to Rumford in the manuscripts of the
American War now in the library of the Royal Insti-
tution, and in the unpublished correspondence of Sir
Joseph Banks, in the archives of the Foreign Office,
and in the State Paper Office.

Not the least strange fact in the history of this
original man is that during his life he received no
thanks for all that he did for the Royal Institution.
Moreover at the present time he is scarcely known as
the finder of Davy and the founder of that place where
very many of the greatest scientific discoveries of this
century have been made.
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For the account of the origin and progress of the
Institution I have searched the minutes of the meet-
ings of the managers, the proprietors, and the mem-
bers. I am much indebted to Earl Spencer, who has
lent me from the Althorp library a printed copy of
the first prospectus of the Royal Institution. This
was written by Count Rumford. I have found many
forgotten things in the manuscript letters to and from
Sir Joseph Banks, to which I have had access by per-
mission of the Knatchbull family ; also in a manuseript
life of Mr. Webster, the architect of the Royal Institu-
tion theatre ; and in some letters which belonged to Mr.
Savage, the clerk and first printer at the Institution,
and for which I am indebted to his daughters.

For the sketch of the lives of Dr. Garnett and of
Dr. Young I have been able to find very little original
matter.

For the life of Sir Humphry Davy I have met with
some new facts in his laboratory note-books. These
books give most of his daily work at the time when
he was making his great discoveries regarding chemical
electricity, the alkalies, and chlorine. I have also had
the use of the notes by Faraday of four of the last lec-
tures given by Davy at the Institution. This is the
manuscript volume sent to Davy by Faraday when he
asked to be employed at the Institution. It consists
of 386 small quarto pages. Davy at this time was
thirty-three, and Faraday was twenty-one. The one
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was full of energy to profit by the excellence he
could follow, or to shun the evil he could foresee ; the
other had long reached the climax of his success by his
youthful populatity as a lecturer and his early renown
as a discoverer; and was about to make a rich and an
unsuitable marriage; and before long was to suffer
from the restlessness of the failing health that ended in
fatal disease.

Whenever a true comparison between these two nobles
of the Institution can be made, it will probably be seen
that the genius of Davy has been hid by the perfection
of Faraday.

Incomparably superior as Faraday was in unselfish-
ness, exactness, and perseverance, and in many other
respects also, yet certainly in originality and in elo-
quence he was inferior to Davy, and in love of research
he was by no means his superior.

Davy, from his earliest energy to his latest feeble-
ness, loved research ; and, notwithstanding his marriage,
his temper, and his early death, he first gained for
the Royal Institution that great reputation for original
discovery which has been and is the foundation of its

success.
1805 8%, dJ

Rovar INSTITUTION, ALBEMARLE STREET,
October 27, 1871.









THE

ROYAL: INSTITUTION.

CHAPTER 1.

LIFE OF RUMFORD BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF
THE INSTITUTION.

175301799, | is2uz i . pe
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At Charlestown, Massachusetts.’ 1n the yem 16'%0
James Thompson was among \thhrops company. “He
settled about ten miles inland, and the place was called
Woburn. In 1752 Benjamin Thompson was there with
his father, Captain Ebenezer Thompson, and he married
Ruth Simonds, of that place. Their child, the future
Count Rumford, was born in his grandfather’s farm-
house, on March 26, 1753. The house is still to be
seen near the meeting-house in North Woburn. When
the child was a year old his father died, and when he
was three years old his mother married again. ¢To
the close of her life Rumford wrote to her full of
affection, and by the munificent provision which he
made for her he showed his tender, grateful regard for
her.’

f B
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A small inheritance from his grandfather helped
to support and to educate the boy. By the law of
Massachusetts everyone had a good grammar-school
education, and the village school teacher at Woburn
was then a graduate of Harvard College and taught a
little Latin. From his earliest years the boy was
fickle and careless. He neglected regular work, but
liked arithmetic. He was full of energy and quick to
make what he wanted. When eleven he went to a
better school in the neighbouring town of Medford.
When thirteen Benjamin Thompson appeared unlikely
to make a farmer. He was therefore apprenticed to
an importer of British goods and a dealer in everything>
at Salem, on October 14, 1766. ¢Instead of watching
for customers over the counter, he busied himself with

3, t‘ools and: mutrljmﬂnts under it When he could he
i pla.yed hlS ﬁddle, and played it well. When only fourteen
ge: “hls‘ idastér iallosved, him to make small ventures in
shipping goods that were paid for by a relative. He
was clever at drawing and cutting names, and he
thought he had ¢invented a machine for making
motion perpetual.” When the repeal of the Stamp Act
occurred, he blew himself up with fireworks, and was
in great danger of death. His master signed the
non-importation agreement. Thus his apprentice
became useless. When sixteen he returned to his
mother. To an elder school-fellow, L. Baldwin, at
this time he wrote questions on light, heat, and the
wind.

In 1769, when seventeen, he was apprentice and

clerk to a drygoods dealer at Boston. There he went
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to an evening-school to learn French, paying only for
the hours he attended.

A note-book made by him about this time still exists.
It abounds in caricatures. Has receipts for different
fireworks. One of these ends with, ¢ Love is a noble
passion of the mind.’ Contains the sum he paid for
learning French and for pew-rent, and the sums
gained by cutting and carting firewood for relatives.
Instructions for the back sword exercise, with a sketch
of two combatants; and later there is an account of
‘what expense I have been at towards getting an
electrical machine,” and ¢an account of what work I
have done towards getting an electrical machine.’

In the winter of 1770 he was ill for five weeks with
fever. Then for eighteen months off and on he boarded
with Dr. John Hay, of Woburn, and whilst with him
he learned something of anatomy, chemistry, materia
medica, surgery, and physic. During the summer,
1771, he went to Cambridge, to attend Mr. Winthrop’s
lectures on Experimental Philosophy. In the winter
of 1771-2 for some weeks he was teaching in a school
at Wilmington, and in the spring he taught at Bradford.
In the summer he left Dr. Hay for good, because he was
asked by Colonel Walker to become the fixed master of
a school at Concord, New Hampshire. This place had
been called Rumford when it belonged to Essex County,
Massachusetts. The name was changed when the
disputes as to the county to which it belonged were
ended.

The Rev. T. Walker was the first minister of Concord.
He was a native of Woburn and connected with the

B 2
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Thompson family. He was the chief man in Concord.
His son was a colonel and a lawyer, and his daughter,
when about thirty, was married to Colonel Rolfe, who
was sixty., She was left a rich widow in two years,and
in the middle of the following year Thompson came as
schoolmaster to Concord. He was not yet quite twenty.
His friend Baldwin describes him ¢as of fine, manly
make and figure, nearly six feet high, with handsome
features, bright blue eyes and dark auburn hair. His
manners were polished and his ways fascinating, and he
could make himself agreeable. He had well used his
opportunities of culture, so that his knowledge was
beyond that of most of those around him, and he was
able to give satisfaction as a teacher.’

In the country parsonage and at Colonel Walker’s
house he frequently met Mrs. Rolfe, and he told his
friend Professor Pictet that she married him rather
than he her. This was about the end of 1772, when he
was nearly twenty. He had to teach no more in school.
His marriage made him one of the chief men in Con-
cord.

After his marriage he went with his wife to Ports-
mouth, where she knew Governor Wentworth. ¢He
saw in young Thompson not only the representative of
a family already known in the public and social life of
his province, but also a man of much promise, one
likely to work vigorously in whatever he took up.” The
Governor soon gave Thompson a commission as major
in the second provincial regiment of New Hampshire.
The young officer at once became an object of jealousy
and ill-will to all the lieutenants and captains of his
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regiment. The favour of the Governor made all his
brother officers his enemies.

The following letter to the Rev. Mr. Williams, at
Bradford, afterwards Professor at the college there,
shows the influence of Thompson with the Governor,
and also some of his scientific thoughts and aims :

Concord, Monday, January 17, 1773.

DEar Sir,—Last Friday I had the honour to wait upon
his Excellency, Governour Wentworth, at Portsmouth,
where I was very politely and agreeably entertained for the
space of an hour and a half. Ihad not been in his company
long before I proceeded upon business, viz. to ask his
Excellency whether ever the White Mountains had been
surveyed. He answering me in the negative, I proceeded
to acquaint him that there was a number of persons who
had thought of making an expedition that way mext
summer, and asked him whether it would be agreeable to
his Excellency. He said it would be extremely agreeable,
seemed excessively pleased with the plan, promised to do
all that lay in his power.to forward it,—said that he had
a number of Mathematical instruments (such as two or
three telescopes, Barometer, Thermometer, Compass, &e.)
at Wentworth House, (at Wolfeborough, only about thirty
miles from the mountains), all which, together with his
library, should be at our service. That he should be ex-
tremely glad to wait on us, and to crown all he promised, if
there were no public business which rendered his presence
at Portsmouth absolutely necessary, that he would take his
tent equipage and go with us to the mountain and tarry
with us, and assist us till our survey, which he said he
supposed would take about twelve or fourteen days!!!—

During 1773 he was chiefly farming. Whilst on a
visit with his wife to Boston he was introduced to
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Governor Gage and to several of the British officers.
Among those who worked for him on his farm were
four deserters from the grenadiers at Boston. He
persuaded them to return to their regiment. He wrote
to General Gage to beg pardon for them. He asked
that his petition might be kept secret. He wished not
to excite more enmity among his neighbours. But the
use of his influence with the Governor got known.
The bitterest feeling was working in the country.
Civil war was about to begin. Major Thompson was
suspected by the people because he was in favour with
the royal Governors. The committees of corre-
spondence and of safety listened to the reports of any
of the ¢sons of liberty., Major Thompson was called
before a committee of the people in Concord for being
¢ unfriendly to the cause of liberty.,’ He denied the
charge, and was acquitted. About this time (August
1774) he asks his friend, Mr., Loammi Baldwin, merchant
in Woburn, ‘to favour him with an easy question,
arithmetical or algebraical, and he will give as good
an account of it as possible.” In October his only child,
Sarah, was born. In November the mob gathered
round his house, but by friendly warning he was able
to escape to his mother’s at Woburn, fifty miles away.
Here he sought to busy himself by reading, and he
made some experiments on gunpowder; but ill-will
soon followed him, and he was driven for shelter to a
friend at Charleston. Thence he wrote to his father-in-
law at Concord :
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December 24, 1774.

REeveEReND Sir,—The time and circumstances of my leav-
ing the town of Concord have, no doubt, given you great
uneasiness, for which I am extremely sorry. Nothing short
of the most threatening danger could have induced me to
leave my friends and family ; but when I learned from
persons of undoubted veracity, and those whose friendship
I could not suspect, that my situation was reduced to this’
dreadful extremity, I thought it absolutely necessary to
abscond for a while, and seek a friendly asylum in some
distant part.

Fear of miscarriage prevents my giving a more particular
account of this affair ; but this you may rely and depend
upon, that I never did, nor (let my treatment be what it
will) ever will do, any action that may have the most
distant tendency to injure the true interest of this my
native country.

I most humbly beg your kind care of my distressed
family ; and I hope you will take an opportunity to
alleviate their trouble by assuring them that T amin a
place of safety, and hope shortly to have the pleasure of
seeing them. I also most humbly beseech your prayers
for me, that under all my difficulties and troubles I may
behave in such a manner as to approve myself a true
servant of God and a sincere friend of my country.

To have tarried at Concord and have stood another trial
at the bar of the populace would doubtless have been
attended with unhappy consequences, as my innocence
would have stood me in no stead against the prejudices of
an enraged, infatuated multitude,—and much less against
the determined villany of my inveterate enemies, who strive
to raise their popularity on the ruins of my character. My
friends would have been deemed unfriendly to the cause of
Liberty, and my defence would have been treated with
contempt and disdain. Tt would have been vain for me io
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have pretended to curb the fury or calm the rage of this
popular whirlwind ; but I must have been cast, and con-
demned to suffer punishments equal to the blackness of my
supposed transgressions.

The plan against me was deeply laid, and the people of
Concord were not the only ones that were engaged in it.
But others to the distance of twenty miles were extremely
officious on this occasion. My persecution was determined
on, and my flight unavoidable. And had I not taken the
opportunity to leave the town the moment I did, another
morning had effectually cut off my retreat.

In May his wife and her infant joined him at his
mother’s home at Woburn. When there, skirmishes
took place between the people and troops at Concord,
Massachusetts, and Lexington, and in this last fight
Major Thompson is said to have taken part with the
people ; but he was soon the object of ill-feeling, and,
although he was saved from immediate arrest by his
friend Major Baldwin, a short time afterwards he was
arrested, and then he appealed from the Committee
of Correspondence of Woburn to the Committee of
Safety of the Provincial Congress. When he was
acquitted at Woburn and set free, he withdrew his
petition from the Committee of Safety. Soon after he
was with Major Baldwin at Charlestown, and pro-
bably he took part in the battle of Bunker’s Hill. He
certainly helped to pack up the library at Cambridge,
and was only prevented by the officers of the New
Hampshire Militia from obtaining a commission from
General Washington. When epaulets were ordered
for the non-commissioned officers, he had samples
made and sent them with the price to his friend,
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then Colonel Baldwin, offering to take an order for any
number that might be wanted.

In August he again writes a long reply to his
father-in-law, in answer to letters urging him to express
his sorrow that he had done wrong and to ask forgive-
ness of the people:

‘Woburn, August 14, 1775.

As to my being instrumental in the retnrn of some De-
serters, by procuring them a pardon, I freely acknowledge
that I was. But you will give me leave to say that what
I did was done from principles the most unexceptionable—
the most disinterested—a sincere desire to serve my King
and Country, from motives of Pity to those unfortunate
Wretches who had deserted the service to which they had
voluntarily and so solemnly tyed themselves, and to which
they were desirous of returning. If the designed ends
were not answered by what I did, I am sincerely and
heartily sorry. But if it is a Crime to act from principles
like these, I glory in being a Criminal.

Many other crimes which you do not mention have been
laid to my charge, for which I have had to answer both
publicly and privately. My enemies are indefatigable in
their endeavours to distress me, and I find to my sorrow
that they are but too successful. I have been driven from
the Camp by the clamours of the New Hampshire people,
and am again threaten’d in this place. But I hope soon to
be out of the reach of my Cruel Persecutors, for I am de-
termined to seek for that Peace and Protection in foreign
Lands and among strangers which is deny’d me in my
native country. I cannot any longer bear the insults that
are daily offered me. I cannot bear to be looked upon and
treated as the Achan of Society. I have done nothing that
can deserve this cruel usage. I have done nothing with
any design to injure my countrymen, and cannot any
longer bear to be treated in this barbarous manner by them.
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And notwithstanding I have the tenderest regard for my
Wife and family, and reaﬂy believe I have an equal return
of love and affection from them ; though I feel the keenest
distress at the thoughts of what Mrs. Thompson and my
Parents and friends will suffer on my account, and though
Iforesee and realise the distress, poverty, and wretchedness
that must unavoidably attend my Pilgrimage in unknown
lands, destitute of fortune, friends, and acquaintance, yet
all these Evils appear to me more tolerable than the treat-
ment which I meet with from the hands of my ungrateful
countrymen.’

I am too well acquainted with your Paternal affection
for your Children to doubt of your kind care over them.
But you will excuse me if I trouble you with my most
earnest desires and entreaties for your peculiar care of my
family, whose distressed circumstances call for every in-
dulgence and alleviation youn can afford them.

I must also beg a continuance of your Prayers for me,
that my preseut afflictions may have a suitable impression
on my mind, and that in due time I may be extricated out
of all my troubles. That this may be the case, that the
happy time may soon come when I may return to my family
in peace and safety, and when every individual in America
may sit down under his own vine, and under his own Fig-tree,
and have none to make him dfraid, is the constant and
devout wish of i

Your dutiful and affectionate son,

BexsaMiy THOMPSON.
Rev. Tim. Walker.

1 The following unpublished letter from General Howe to General
‘Washington, written from Philadelphia in 1776, shows what the tyranny
of the committees and people was:

‘You are not ignorant that numbers even of the most respectable
gentlemen in America have been torn from their families, cenfined in
gaols, and their property confiscated ; that many of those in this city,
whose religious tenets secured them from suspicion of entertaining
designs of hostility, have been ignominiously imprisoned, and without
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Dr. Ellis, in his admirable biography, says :

Major Thompson remained in and about Woburn two
months after writing his last letter to Mr. Walker, in
which he so deliberately avowed his intentions. He settled
his affairs with his neighbours, collecting dues and paying
debts, well assnred that his wife and child would lack none
of the means of a comfortable support. Having thus made
all his preparations, he started from Woburn, October 13,
1775, in a country vehicle, accompanied by his step-
brother, Josiah Pierce, who drove him near to the bounds
of the province, on the shore of Narragansett Bay, whence
young Pierce returned. Thompson was taken on board
the ¢ Scarborough,” British fngate, to Newport and from
thence to Boston.

In the Alienation Act of the Senate of New Hampshire
in 1778 he was named among the proscribed; and in
1781, the confiscation papers of his property call him
¢ of Woburn, physician, now an absentee.’

Whilst Mr. Thompson was at Boston the American
rebellion became a-revolution. General Gage was suc-
ceeded by General Howe, and to him Lord Dartmouth

even the colour of a judicial proceeding, banished from their tenderest
connections into the remotest part of another province. Nor can it be
unknown to you that many have suffered death from tortures inflicted
by the unrelenting populace under the eye of usurped yet passive
authority ; that some have been dragged to trial for their loyalty and,
in cruel mockery of law, condemned and executed ; that others are now
perishing in loathsome dungeons, and that penal edicts are daily issuing
against all who hesitate to disavow, by a solemn oath, the allegiance
they owe and wish to pay to their sovereign.’

General Howe shows the exasperation of the Royalists also. He says:

¢ Members of committees, collectors of arbitrary fines, &c., oppressors
of the peaceable inhabitants, have been seized by the exasperated
inhabitants of different parts of the country and delivered into my
hands.’
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wrote in September 1775: ¢ No room was left for any
other consideration but that of proceeding against
the twelve associated Colonies in all respects with the
utmost vigour as the open and avowed enemies of the
State,’ and he spoke of the great risk and little advantage
that are to be expected from the continuance of the army
at Boston during the winter, and on the advantages of
recovering possession of New York. He tells the general
that ¢the Empress of Russia, in the fullness of her
affection for the British nation, and of gratitude for
the benefits she had received under her late difficulties,
had made the most explicit declaration and given the
most ample as.urance of any number of infantry that
might be wanted” When, ¢in consequence of this
generous and magnanimous offer, a requisition was
made to her for 20,000 men for Canada, objections
arose, and ‘much embarrassment and disappointment
were the only results.’

The Cape Fear expedition failed from ignorance of
the depth of the river.

When Lord George Germain became one of his
Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, November 10,
a commission was issued under the great seal ¢for the
restoration of public tranquillity among his Majesty’s
deluded subjects in the affected colonies”’ A proclama-
tion said: ¢ Apprised of the fatal consequence of the con-
duct they had adopted, and seeing the determined spirit
of the nation to maintain its constitutional rights, they
will avail themselves of the means which the justice
and benevolence of the supreme legislature have held
out to them of being restored to the King’s grace and
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peace.” This failed utterly, from ignorance of the depth
of opposition in the colonies. Boston was evacuated
in March 1776, and Mr. Thompson was sent to England
with the news. He was probably thought perfectly
qualified to answer every question relative to his
Majesty’s service. Cuvier says, ‘La bonne mine du
jeune officier, la netteté et 'étendue des renseignements
qu’il donna, prévinrent en sa faveur le secrétaire d’Etat
au département del’Amérique.’ His newscaused nogreat
distress, and his information must have reassured the
minister, for even in June Lord G. Germain and the
Prime Minister wrote to General Howe on the good
prospect of an end being put to the rebellion in one
campaign. It was the good news from Canada that
helped to deceive them.

Mzr. Thompson was taken into Lord George Germain’s
office, and he was appointed Secretary of the Province
of Georgia.

In the autumn of 1777 Thompson was at Bath for his
health, drinking the waters. Whilst there he made
some experiments on the cohesive strength of different
substances. These led to no great results, but he com-
municated them to Sir Joseph Banks, the new President
of the Royal Society.

Sir W. Howe was at this time asking for large
reinforcements. He thus wrote to Lord G. Germain
from Philadelphia :

‘From the little attention, my Lord, given to my
recommendations since the commencement of my
command, I am led to hope that I may be relieved
from this very painful service wherein I have not the
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good fortune to enjoy the necessary confidence and
support of my superiors, but which I conclude will be
extended to Sir Henry Clinton, my presumptive
successor.’

In 1778 Mr. Thompson was with Lord G. Germain
at his house, Stoneland Lodge, Sussex. Whilst there
Thompson made experiments on testing gunpowder,
and on a new method of determining the velocity of
projectiles. The results were sent to the Royal Society,
in 1781, and were published at great length in the
¢ Philosophical Transactions.” One good observation is
now of great interest. ¢ Being much struck with the
accidental discovery of the great degree of heat that
pileces acquire when they are fired with powder
without any bullet, and being desirous of finding out
whether it is a circumstance that obtains universally,
I was very attentive to the heat of the barrel after each
of the succeeding experiments, and I constantly found
the heat sensibly greater when the piece was fired with
powder only than when the same charge was made to
impel one or more bullets.’

In order to pursue these experiments he went in 1779,
on board of the ¢ Victory,’ of 110 guns, commanded
by his friend Sir Charles Hardy. He passed the whole
of the campaign on board of the fleet, and the result of
the observations that he then made furnished the
materials for a chapter which he contributed to
Stalkart’s ¢ Treatise on Naval Architecture.” He added
to it a code of signals for the navy, which was not
published. In his paper on gunpowder, read in 1797
to the Royal Society, he says:
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During a cruise which I made, as a volunteer, in the
¢Victory,” with the British fleet, under the command of my
late worthy friend Sir Charles Hardy, in the year 1779, I
had many opportunities of attending to the firing of heavy
cannon ; for though we were not fortunate enough to come
to a general action with the enemy, as is well known,
yet, as the men were frequently exercised at the great guns
and in firing at marks, and as some of my friends in the
fleet, then captains (since made admirals), as the Honour-
able Keith Stewart, who commanded the ¢ Berwick,” of 74
guns,—Sir Charles Douglas, who commanded the ¢ Duke,’
of 98 guns,—and Admiral Macbride, who was then captain
of the ¢ Bienfaisant,’ of 64 guns, were kind enough, at my
request, to make a number of experiments, and particularly
by firing a greater number of bullets at once from their
heavy guns than ever had been done before, and observing
the distances at which they fell in the sea,—I had oppor-
tunities of making several very interesting observations,
which gave me much new light relative to the action of
fired gunpowder.

In 1778 Mr. Thompson was elected a Fellow of the
Royal Society.

Great must have been the trouble in his office this
year. In October 1778, Sir H. Clinton wrote to Lord
G. Germain from New York that he was about to send,
as he was ordered, ten thousand men to the West Indies
and St. Augustine. ¢After a wound in my humble
opinion so fatal to the hopes of any future vigour in
this army, I trust, my Lord, you cannot wish to keep me
in the mortifying command of it.” ¢You cannot, I
am confident, my Lord, desire that I should remain a
mournful witness of the debility of an army at whose
head, had I been unshackled by instructions, I might
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have indulged expectations of rendering serious service
to my country.’

Lord G. Germain thought that mueh good would be
done by encouraging the provincial forces, and by pro-
mising to the provincial officers half-pay and permanent
rank in America.

On January 23, 1779, he wrote to Sir H. Clinton: ¢TIt
is likewise his Majesty’s pleasure that you publish and
make known to his provincial corps, as also to all others
his loyal subjects in America, his gracious intention to
support and protect them by making the rank of the
officers permanent in America, and allowing them half-
pay upon the reduction of their regiments, in the same
manner as the officers of British reduced regiments are
paid.’

This order for promotion immediately excited the dis-
content of the officers in the army. In their memorial
to Sir H. Clinton they ask him ¢to prevent our being
superseded by officers of yesterday who have served
under us.’

In 1780 proposals were made to Lord G. Germain
to revive the Association of Loyalists in Ameriea, ¢ so
that Government, at a very moderate expense, might
be served by a considerable number of men, and
Captain Murray offered on behalf of Brigadier Ruggles,
who had been Brigadier-General of Provincial Forces in
America during the last war, Deputy Surveyor-General
of the Woods, and late his Majesty’s council in the
province of Massachusetts Bay in New England, to
raise and to command a regiment of light dragoons, to
be called the King’s American Dragoons.’
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Lord G. Germain wrote to Sir H. Clinton, June 7,
1780, from Whitehall :

The services of Brigadier Ruggles in the last war,
and the influence he still retains in those provinces of
North America, where his character, his honour, and his
name are respected, made me long desirous of seeing that
gentleman engaged in the King’s service. The enclosed
plan of raising a regiment of dragoons was communicated
to me by Captain Murray, by authority of Brigadier
Ruggles. It appeared to me so fair and so disinterested,
that T laid it before his Majesty, and it so far met with his
royal approbation that he permitted me to transmit the
plan to you. And if the public service requires any pro-
vineial cavalry to be raised, his Majesty would be pleased
to see Mr. Ruggles placed at the head of such a corps, where
he may have an opportunity of again acting with that zeal
and spirit which formerly did him so much honour.

In September 1780 Mr. Thompson was made Under-
Secretary of State for the Northern Department by Lord
George Germain.

In May 1781 the Inspector-General of Provincial
Forces wrote to the Under-Secretary, Thompson, to say
that the distress for the want of cavalry appointments
was beyond conception. ¢Had all the appointments,” he
says, ¢ for Brigadier-General Ruggles come out, it would
have afforded us a small temporary supply; but only
twenty-five helmets have yet appeared.’

Lord G. Germain then moved the Treasury to send
fresh and large supplies, and said he had directed Mr.
Thompson, the Deputy Inspector-General of Provincial
Forces, to procure patterns and estimates and to give
information. Lord North, Lord Palmerston, and Sir R.

c
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Sutton referred the question of quality and quantity to
the Adjutant-General, who reported that ¢it would be
doing injustice to Mr. Thompson not to declare that, as
far as my judgment goes, he will not only gain great
credit for himself, but at the same time essentially
serve the public by his disinterested and very attentive
execution of the trust that has been reposed in him
on thisoccasion.” Their lordships directed Mr. Thomp-
son forthwith to provide the several articles mentioned,
and allowed him one and a half per cent. commission.
The sum he received at this time was one hundred and
twenty pounds.

Among the exiles in London was Judge Curwen, of
Salem, Massachusetts. He kept a journal, and in it he
gives a picture of Thompson, May 23, 1781 :

On returning home I found a Jetter fr-c;m Arthur Savage,
informing me of Mr. Thompson’s compliments and wish to
see me at eleven o’clock to-morrow at his lodgings.

May 24.—Went early, in order to be at Mr. Benjamin
Thompson’s in time, and being a little before, heard he was
not returned from Lord George Germain’s, where he
always breakfasts, dines, and sups, so great a favourite is
he. To kill half an hour, I loitered to the park through
the palace, and on second return found him at his lodgings.
He received me in a friendly manner, taking me by the
hand, talked with great freedom, and promised to re-
member and serve me in the way I proposed to him [pro-
bably the securing the eontinuance of his allowance un-
reduced]. Promises are easily made, and genteel delusive
encouragement, the staple article of trade, belonging to the
courtier’s profession, I put no hopes on the fair appear-
ances of outward behaviour, though it is uncandid to
suppose all mean to deceive. Some wish to do a service
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who have it not in their power; all wish to be thought of
importance and significancy, and this often leads to deceit.
This young man, when a shop-lad to my next neighbour,
ever appeared active, good-natured, and sensible; by a
strange concurrence of events, he is now Under-Secretary
to the American Secretary of State, Lord George Germain,
a secretary to Georgia, inspector of all the clothing sent to
America, and Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of Horse
Dragoons at New York. His income arising from these
sources is, I have been told, near seven thousand a year
—a sum infinitely beyond his most sanguine expectations.
He is, besides, a member of the Royal Society. It is said
he is of an ingenious turn, an inventive imagination, and,
by being on a cruise in Channel service with Sir Charles
Hardy, has formed a more regular and better-digested
system for signals than that heretofore used. He seems to
be of a happy, even temper in general deportment, and
reported of an excellent heart; peculiarly respectful to
Americans that fall in his way.

This statement of the income of Thompson was cer-
tainly enormously exaggerated. That about this time
he was appointed to the King’s American Dragoons
the following autograph letter, now in the library of
the Royal Institution, shows:

FROM LORD GEORGE GERMAIN TO SIR H. CLINTON.

Stoneland Lodge, September 30, 1781.

Sir,—I beg leave to introduce Mr. Thompson to you,
and at the same time to thank you for the favour and pro-
tection which you have shewn him in giving him the com-
mand of a regiment of light dragoons, which, I trust, will
be raised in a manner to entitle the officers of it to your
approbation. Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson shows at least
a spirit and zeal for the service, in quitting for a time an

c2
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agreeable and profitable civil sitmation, in the hopes of
being useful to his country, and by his military conduct,
shewing himself not unworthy of the protection which you
have granted to him. If you do him the homnour to
converse with him, you will find him well informed, and, as
far as theory goes, a good officer in whatever you may
think fit to employ him. I can answer for his honour and
his ability, and I am persuaded he will ever feel himself
attached by gratitude to you for the very kind and oblig-
ing manner in which you have protected him and the regi-
ment under his command.

I am, Sir, with great regard, your Excellency’s faithful,

humble servant,
GEORGE GERMAIN.

On October 4, 1781, Colonel Thompson appointed Mr.
Fisher, a clerk in his office, as his attorney, to receive
his pay (thirteen shillings daily) and to attend to his
clothing commission. He soon after left England in the
¢ Rotterdam,” a fifty-gun ship, for New York, but con-
trary winds compelled him to disembark at Charlestown
(South Carolina). :

In his paper on Gunpowder he shows that he was busy
during his passage :

His Majesty having been graciously pleased to permit
me to take out with me from England four pieces of light
artillery, constructed under the direction of the late
Lieutenant-General Desaguliers, with a large proportion of
ammunition, I made a great number of interesting experi-
ments with these guns, and also with the ship’s guns on

board the ships of war in which I made my passage to and
from America.

He arrived towards the end of December. ILord



1782. &r. 29.] COUNT RUMFORD. 21

(Cornwallis had surrendered, and Charlestown, in Caro-
lina, was in great danger for want of reinforcements
and food.

Early in 1782 Lord G. Germain wrote to General
Leslie, who commanded at Charlestown: ‘I agree
with you that mounted troops are the fittest for service
in the southern provinces, but I cannot encourage you
to expect that any will be sent from home ; I am glad,
however, you will have Colonel Thompson’s assistance
in forming what you have. His offer to serve in your
army until the season for action to the northward
arrives corresponds with that public spirit and zeal for
the King’s service which prompted him to quit his civil
situation and engage in the military line.’

General Leslie wrote to Sir H. Clinton, January 29:
¢ The army is now well clothed and recovered from the
sickness and fatigue it underwent during the last
summer.

‘The several detached corps of cavalry have been
incorporated into distinct ones under the command of
Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson. From the unwearied
attention and diligent efforts of that officer they are
become respectable, and I have everything to expect
from this improvement.’

On February 20 Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson
wrote to the Homourable Lieutenant-General Leslie
that he has not been so fortunate as to meet with the
enemy he had come in search of; but the following
despatch was sent by him on February 25, 1782
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Duxcent’s Plantation, Monday, February 25, 1782.

Sir,—I did not expect, after the affair of yesterday, the
enemy would so soon have put it in my power to congra-
tulate you upon another defeat of their troops by those
which you have done me the honour to put under my com-
mand. We had the good fortune this morning to fall in
with a chosen corps, under the command of General Marion
in person, which we attacked and totally routed, killing a
considerable number of them, taking sixteen prisoners, and
driving General Marion and the greatest part of his army
into the Santee, where it is probable a great many of them
perished.

After resting and refreshing our horses at the plantation
where we halted last night, at nine o’clock this morning
the cavalry marched back to the Santee, to the ground
‘where we fell in with the enemy yesterday. The infantry
marched at the same time for this place, and we promised
to join them in the afternoon.

We had advanced about nine miles from the place we
left in the morning, when, coming in through a gate-way
to the cleared grounds of a plantation, we discovered the
enemy about three hundred yards distant, directly in front
of us, drawn up in the area between the negroe huts
belonging to the plantation.

As soon as the troops were formed I ordered a charge
to be sounded, and the line moved forwards. The enemy
also sounded a charge, but, instead of coming out to meet
us, they were discovered going off by their right in the
greatest hurry and confusion, and attempting to gain a
swamp that was upon the banks of the river on that side.
We immediately charged after them at full speed, and had
the good fortune to come up in time to cut off a great part
of their rear. Those that gained the swamp were pursued,
and many of them were killed in attempting to get into the
river, and others were shot and drowned in attempting to
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swim to the opposite shore. We took near forty horses,
many of which are capital chargers.

After the action we collected at our leisure all the cattle
from the rebel plantations in that quarter, and have sent
them down the road with a proper escort. We shall follow
as soon as the troops are refreshed.

In this last affair with the enemy, as well as during the
whole time I have had the honour to command this detach-
ment, the troops, both officers and men, have behaved in
such a manner as to merit my warmest acknowledgment.

I have the honour to be, with perfect respect, Sir, your
most obedient and most humble servant,

R. TrOMPSON.

In the general orders on March 1 the General
expressed to the army the opinion he entertained of the
merit of Colonel Thompson’s conduct upon this occasion,
and of the spirited behaviour of the troops, and to Sir
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