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INTRODUCTION.

— 1385452
Every association, whether it be religious,

social, or civil, must establish its right to exist,

before it can be accepted as a factor in pro-

nioting the welfare of the human family.

A declaration of priViciples is the first essen-

tial, and is the foundation for all future action.

Friends believe in the immediate revelation

of the will of (jrod to man, and that the

natural man must be quickened and born unto

eternal life before he can know the things of

(iod. The Light and Power through which

this new birth is experienced, is that which

we are to mind, and this is the foundation of

our beliefs.

Friends believe the declaration of the Apos-

tle Paul to Timothy, to be true. •' Every

scripture inspired of God is also profitable for

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for in-
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struction which is in rig-hteousness : that the

man of God may be complete, furnished com-

pletely unto every good work." (II. Tim. 8-

16.)

Therefore it is affectionately recommended

that Friends, both old and young, make them-

selves familiar with the Holy Scriptures, fre-

quently reading and meditating thereon, that

the same Spirit which inspired the truths

therein contained, may enlighten our under-

standing, and cause us to grow in spiritual

strength and power; the older at proper sea-

sons instructing the younger, that the same

blessed experience of the work of regener-

ation, through the operation of the Spirit of

truth, to which they clearly bear testimony,

is to be witnessed now as in former ages, by

all who attend to its manifestations. Thus, -

by the Divine blessing on our efforts, we may

each and all be led into a firm l)elief in the

Christian religion as set forth in the Scrip-

tures, especially those parts which testify of

the fullness of the Divinity in the humanity of
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Jesus, the pre-eminent Son of God, and attain

that end whereunto we labor— our soul's sal-

vation.

A society which holds as a fundamental

doctrine, the immediate rerelation of the Divine

Will to the soul of erenj individual, must accord

the fullest liberty of conscience upon every

question that does not conHict with that

doctrine, or with the high standard of the

Gospel.

Friends have always been seeking to know

the Divine will, and this has kept them open

to conviction, and the Light by which we are

to walk, like the light of the sun, being fresh

every morning, as we walk in its brightness

(which is never obscured but by the mists

which rise from our earthly natures), new

presentations of the old truths will be dis-

closed, and methods of work must be formu-

lated for tlie dissemination of these truths—
methods that in former generations were not

applicable to the conditions of society then

prevailing, but which are essential to their
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t'urthenince as we understand them in their

present acceptance. And as fresh needs must

have fresh openings of Divine truth to meet

and satisfy the hunger of the soul, it becomes

a matter of the gravest concern that no bar-

rier be maintained among us that obstructs

the largest liberty of expression or of consci-

entious action that is consistent with the

fundamental truths essential to the vitality of

the society as a religious organization, so long

as the spirit manifested gives evidence of a

close walk with God.

With this large religious liberty, which we

feel is necessary that the advancement of truth

may be in no wise hindered, we record an

earnest warning, that none shall misconstrue

liberty to mean license, nor permit themselves

to drift into luke-warmness, which is spiritual

decay.

For the preservation of true Christian

brotherhood, and the up-building of Christian

influence, the society early adopted Kules of

Discipline, in which it has recognized the
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e(|uality of men and women in all matters of

common interest which may claim the atten-

tion of the body.

[Note.—In the following page?, pronouns of the nias-

I'uline gender inehule the feminine, and the singular

numljer includes the plural in all consistent cases.]



ORIGKs" OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS.

The Religious Society of Friends was

founded by George Fox, who began his min-

istry as an itinerant preacher in the year 1647.

"lie regarded the work in which he was en-

gaged as in no wise the founding of a new

sect or society, but, to use his own words, as

'the appearance of the Lord's ecerlasting truth,

and breaking forth again in His eternal power

in this our day and age in England.'' * * *

As early as 1652 meetings of the followers of

Fox, calling themselves at first the Children

of Light, gathered together in various places

in England, and were soon established in con-

siderable numbers. The meetings at Bristol

were often attended by from three to four

thousand people. '^ * '^ The activity and

zeal of the early Quakers (a name by which

they are also known) were not confined to



ORIGIN. 13

England : they passed into Scotland and Ire-

land. Fox and others traveled to America

and the West Indian Islands; one reached

Jerusalem and testified against the supersti-

tion of the Monks ; another visited Smyrna,

the Morea, and the court of Mohammed IV.

at Adrianople; others made their way to

Rome; ''^ ^ "^ two men passed into Austria

and Hungary : and William Penu, George

Fox and others preached Quakerism in Hol-

land and Germany.'" [Enc. Brit., xx. 148.J

The first meetings of the followers were

held in the year 1648. The first Yearly Meet-

ing was held at Balby, in Yorkshire, England,

in 1658. It was removed to London in 1661.

These meetings, it appears, were meetings for

worship only, as it was about the year 1666

when the first meetings for discipline were

established.

A system of Discipline formed no part of

the original compact of the society; there was

not, indeed, to the human understanding, any-

thing systematic in its foundation. It was an
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association of persons who were earnestly

seeking after the saving knowledge of Divine

truth. As soon as a few persons were joined

together in the new bond of religious fellow-

ship, they were prompted to admonish, en-

courage, and in spiritual as well as temporal

matters, watch over and help one another in

love. That the intent of the founders of the

society was to make the discipline simply an

instrument "for the civil and religious benefit

of its members," and in no sense a "creed,"

is abundantly evident; any other conclusion

would be not only in direct contradiction to

the unbroken history of the society, but to

the fundamental doctrine of the immediate

revelation of the Holy Spirit.

The Yearly Meeting at London was not es-

tablished, as it is now organized, until about

the year 1678.

A Yearly Meeting was set up in Rhode

Island for New England in 1661.

A "half-years meeting" seems to have been

held at Oj'ster Bay, on Long Island, N. Y., as

early as 1671.



ORIGIN. 15

The first Yearly Meeting held in New Jer-

sey was at Burlington, 6th month 28th, 1681.

In 1683, at a Yearly Meeting held at this

place, it was proposed to establish a "General

Yearly Meeting for all the Provinces, north-

ward as far as New England and southward

as far as Carolina," but the plan seems not to

have met with favor.

In the same year a Yearly Meeting was held

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and in the

years 1684 and 1685 the two meetings were

held at Burlington and Philadelphia, but in

the meeting at the latter place it was concluded

that thereafter Friends in Pennsylvania and

New Jersey should constitute but one Yearly

Meeting, which should be held alternately at

Burlington and Philadelphia.

In 1672 a Y'early Meeting was established

and held alternately at Third Haven and West

River, Maryland, which was changed to Balti-

more in 1790.

The Yearly Meeting of Friends for Virginia

was established 12th month 7th, 1702. It is
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believed that " general " religious meetings

were held earlier, but there is no record of

them.

One was held at Flushing, Long Island, in

1703, which was afterwards held at Westbury,

Long Island, but in 1791 was removed to New

York city.

A few Friends from Great Britain settled in

Albemarle District, North Carolina, where,

about the year 1708, a Yearly Meeting was

established.

In 1809 a meeting was established in Can-

ada, to be held twice a year, alternately at

Yonge street and West Lake, known as Can-

ada half-year meeting.

In a letter of George Fox "about the year

1689," he says the report to the Yearly Meet-

ing at London gave the number of Yearly

Meetings as twenty-six, but this undoubtedly

included "Circular Meetings," which were for

worship only. These meetings were held in

Lancashire, Bristol, Wales, Aberdeen, Edin-

burgh, Colchester, Norwich, and other places
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in Great Britain ; also in Amsterdam, Dublin,

Jamaica, Antigua, Barbadoes and Nevis.

The first meeting for worship west of the

Allegheny mountains was held at Westland, a

few miles west of Brownsville, Pennsylvania.

In 1812 Ohio Yearly Meeting was author-

ized, and it was organized in the following-

year at Mount Pleasant; it was composed of

Friends residing west of the Allegheny moun-

tains, belonging, with few exceptions, to Balti-

more Yearly Meeting.

There are at the present time two religious

societies in America calling themselves Friends.

The one of which our Yearly Meeting is a

part is composed of the seven Yearly Meet-

ings of Baltimore, established in 1672; Phila-

delphia, in 1683; New York, in 1703; Ohio,

in 1813; Indiana, in 1821; Genesee, in 1834:

and Illinois, in 1875.



INDIAi^A YEARLY MEETING
OF FRIENDS.

Indiana Yearly Meeting was authorized by

Ohio Yearly Meeting, and established in 1821,

being composed of Friends who resided in the

States of Indiana, Illinois, and that part of

Ohio west of the Scioto river. It now com-

prises Friends belonging to the Monthly Meet-

ings which compose Whitewater and Miami

(Quarterly Meetings, and is held alternately at

Richmond, Indiana, and Waynesville, Ohio (at

Richmond in the odd and Waynesville in the

even years), and meets on the Second-day next

following the last First-day in the Ninth mo.,

at 10 o'clock A. M.

The Meeting for Ministers and Elders is

held at 2 o'clock \\ m. on the preceding Sev-

enth-day.

Meetings for Public Worship are held at 10

o'clock A. M. on First and Fourth-days, and a
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meeting for young people at 3 p. m. on First-

day, unless otherwise ordered by the Yearly

Meeting,

The design in the establishment of our an-

nual meetings being the general oversight and

care of the subordinate meetings in things

pertaining to the welfare of the society, it is

fervently desired that good order and harmony

may be maintained in them. We know

that love and unity, founded upon Christian

principles, are promotive of truth and right-

eousness among ourselves, and we believe that

when conspicuous in us, they will also have

their influence for good upon those around us.

We therefore fervently desire that He who

hath heretofore greatly blessed us will still

animate us with a zealous concern that love

may predominate individually, and unity pre-

vail in every department of our religious body.

Therefore, let all our meetings be held as in

the immediate presence of God, and may the

reverence becoming the worship of Him be

conspicuous in our assemblies.
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Let the aged among us l)e examples of

every Christian virtue, evincing by the calm-

ness of their evening, that the labor of their

day has not been lost.

Let the middle-aged not faint in the heat

of the day, but with encouragement for the

aged and the young, firmly support and exalt

the precious principles and testimonies of Di-

vine truth.

And may the beloved youth submit cheer-

fully to the guidance of their Heavenly Father,

that, each standing in his allotted place, the

harmony of the building may be preserved

and we be truly a temple for the Lord, in

which He may manifest the power of His love.

Previous to the opening of the Yearly Meet-

ing the clerk should make a suitable arrange-

ment of the business forwarded in the reports

from the Quarterly Meetings.

Communications directed to the Vearly

Meeting, except through the regular channel

of correspondence, are to be examined by a

nomination of Friends, who are to report
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whether the same are suitable to be read in

the meeting. If not approved, no record of

them should be made.

Two Friends of each sex are to be appointed

as often as may be requisite, to forward epistles

or other business to Yearly Meetings corre-

sponding with this, who are to report annually.



MEMBERSHIP.

Applications for membership are to be made

through the overseers to the Preparative Meet-

ing; after that meeting is satisfied, they are

to be forwarded to the Monthly Meeting, but

where there is no Preparative, directly through

the overseers to the Monthly Meeting, which

is to appoint a committee to make inquiry as

to the sincerity and propriety of the request,

having regard to the importance of upholding

our principles, and report their conclusion

thereon. If this be favorable, and the meet-

ing is satisfied, a minute should be made sig-

nifying the acceptance of such into member-

ship, and one or two Friends appointed to in-

form the person thereof, and the clerk should

forward the name to the Recorder.

When a request is made for membership

the overseers should ascertain if the person
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making the request is acquainted with our

Discipline, and if not, furnish him with a copy.

If overseers, after extending care, are satis-

fied it would not be desirable to present the

application to the meeting, they shall, in the

spirit of love, make known the obstruction to

the applicant, and if he still desires to have

his application presented to the meeting, it

shall be forwarded thereto.

j^o past action shall be deemed a bar to

restoration or acceptance into membership, if

upon careful consideration a Monthly Meeting

deems the person in proper condition for

membership at the time of application.

Monthly Meetings should annually appoint

a membership committee to exercise care in

the following particulars: To extend special

care to young members, and to endeavor to

prevent any from growing luke-warm and

drifting away; to manifest an interest in chil-

dren and friendly persons, who, with proper

encouragement, may become useful members

of society; to supervise the record of mem-
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bership, correspond with the aV^sent, visit the

luke-warm and those who from sickness or

other cause are not able to attend meeting

;

to collect the accounts of births of members

and report the same to the Recorder and to

assist in making necessary changes and cor-

rections of the register.

The committee may report for membership

to the overseers, the names of persons who

regularly attend our meetings and desire to

become members, with such information as

will enable, the meeting to judge of the pro-

priety of receiving them.

Persons who have been disowned for causes

which are not now regarded as deviations from

our order, may be visited by the membership

committee, and if they desire and are thought

worthy of membership, may be so reported to

and received by the Monthly Meeting.

The committee should report every three

months.
MINORS.

A child born while its parents are in mem-

bership has a birthright in the society and
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should be registered in the Monthly Meeting

to which its mother belongs.

When one parent only is a member, the

committee on membership shall collect (with

consent of parents or guardian) the names of

all such children under iifteen years of age,

when it appears they are likely to be educated

consistently with our Christian profession, and

forward them to the Recorder for registration.

When both parents are deceased, any child

(with consent of its guardian if there be one)

may become a member by simple request of

such child, at the discretion of the Monthly

Meeting.

The blank on pages 26 and 27 is recom-

mended as a proper form for registration.

RESIGNATIONS.

Should a member not under dealing wish to

sever his connection with the society, he should

make application to the Monthly Meeting,

which, after inquiry as to his reason for so

doing, may release him and inform him thereof.
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REGISTER OF

Consec-
utive
Num-
ber.

Names of Members.
Parent's
Num-
ber.

Residence.
Date
of

Birth.

When and to
whom
Married.
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MEMBERS.

Date
and

low Received.

Date and
to what Meeting

sent.

Date of
Disowument or
Resignation.

Date
of Death and

Place
of Burial.

Memoranda.
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REMOVALS AND CERTIFICATES.

When a member removes from the limits of

one Monthly Meeting to those of another, he

should ask for a certificate of membership,

directed to the Monthly Meeting nearest, or

most convenient to his place of residence.

Whether he make the request or not, his right

should be seasonably transferred, to which end

the membership committee should make in-

quiry, and if no obstruction appear, prepare a

certificate, which, if united with by the meet-

ing, should be forwarded as aforesaid.

If the certificate be for a minister, it should

be so stated.

The meeting to which a certificate is di-

rected should acknowledge its reception and

acceptance, or give a reason for its return if

not accepted. When accepted, a committee

should be appointed to welcome the individual

to his new associations.

Upon the removal of a member to another

meeting, the register of names should be cor-
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rected, but his residence and post office address

should be obtained and recorded.

Certificates of any who come among us

professing to be Friends, if not seasonably

produced, should be inquired for.

When a member has removed beyond the

limits of his Monthly Meeting, and his resi-

dence cannot be ascertained, and he has been

absent for a number of years without in any

way claiming his right of membership, the

Monthly Meeting, after the necessary care,

shall be at liberty to discontinue it. If any

such should return he may be re-instated.

CANCELLATION OF MEMBERSHIP.

The usefulness of the society demands that

Monthly Meetings, after extending all right

and proper care in the cases of those who are

not in harmony with our principles and testi-

monies, and who persist in deviation to the

hurtfulness of truth and the reproach of so-

ciety, may have the power to cancel member-

ship, though such action is to be earnestly con-
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sidered, and done in that spirit of love which

grieves that such action is found necessary.

STATISTICS OF MEMBERSHIP.

That the Yearly Meeting may be correctly

informed of the number and location of its

members, Recorders should make annual re-

ports to their respective Monthly Meetings, in

the Seventh month, stating the number of

their members, and the additions and losses

during the year. These reports should be

forwarded through the Quarterlies to the

Yearly Meeting.

The following form for statement is recom-

mended :

STATISTICAL REPORT FOR 18....

Monthly Meeti ng.

Males

Females

Total Membership

Families

Parts of Families
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GAINS FOR THE YEAR.

By Certificate

By Birth

By Conviucenient

By Correction of Enrollment

Total gains

LOSSES FOR THE YEAR.

By Certificates sent

By Death

By Disownment

By Resignation

By Erasure

By Correction of Enrollment

Total Loss

i^et Gain

Net Loss



REPKESENTATIVE COMMITTEE.

That the Yearly Meeting may be represented

when not in session, it is directed that in the

year 1893 and every three years thereafter,

each Quarterly Meeting forward in its reports,

the names of three suitable Friends of eacli

sex, who, with fifteen of each sex appointed

by the Yearly Meeting in the same years, are

to constitute a Representative Committee,

which is to hold meetings at such times and

places as the Y^early Meeting may direct and

upon its own adjournments. Special meetings

may be held whenever eight of its members

shall judge it necessary, all the members to be

seasonably notified by its clerk, in person or by

letter. The committee is to be governed by

the following rules

:

1. It shall keep minutes of its proceedings

and report tliem to the Y'early Meeting.
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'2. Fifteen memliers shall constitute a quorum.

3. When a vacancy occurs, the clerk of the

committee is to notify the meeting which

appointed the missing member, so that the

same meeting may till the vacancy, and notify

the committee (and in case the vacancy occurs

in the Quarterly Meeting's appointment, it

should notify tlie Yearly Meeting also) of the

new appointment.

4. It is not to adopt any article of faith or

discipline.

If a member of the committee is prevented

from attending a meeting of that body, he

should forward to its clerk a reason for his

absence.

The DiTiKs of the Ilepresentative Commit-

tee are

:

1. In general, to represent the Yearly Meet-

ins; and to act in its l)ehalf in cases wdiere the

interest of our Society or of mankind seems

to render it necessary.

2. To have the oversight and inspection of

all manuscripts proposed to be printed or cir-
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culated, relative to our religious principles or

testimonies; and to advise or discourage the

publication or circulation of them at discre-

tion. It may publish or re-publish vv^ritings

approved by it, and dravr on the treasurer of

the Yearly Meeting to defray the expense in-

curred in this or any other authorized service.

3. To inspect and ascertain titles to lands

or other estates belonging to any of our Meet-

ings when so requested; and to attend to the

appropriation or disposition of charitable

legacies and donations, or to give such advice

respecting the same as may appear necessary.

4. To receive from the Quarterly Meetings

such memorials concerning deceased Friends

as shall be forwarded, inspect, correct if neces-

sary, and if approved, forward them to the

Yearly Meeting.

5. To receive from Quarterly Meetings ac-

counts of such sufferings as may have been

inflicted on members for faithfulness to our

testimonies ; to extend such advice and assist-

ance to any so suffering as it may be able to

render, and if necessary, apply to the govern-
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meat or those in authority for proper relief,

and for suitable legislation to prevent a recur-

rence of the trouble.

0. To correspond as occasion may require,

with Representative Committees or similar

bodies of other Yearly Meetings.

Visitors with minutes of unity, and mem-

bers of other Representative Committees or

equivalent bodies, may attend the sittings of

this body, and other concerned Friends may

do 80 with its consent. ^ Q.^'s^'^2
Any member desiring to" publish a book,

pamphlet or paper upon the religious princi-

ples or profession of the Society, should lay

the subject before the Representative Commit-

tee for its counsel and advice, or cause it to

appear upon each copy printed, that it is done

upon the responsibily of the writer alone, and

not by permission or authority of the Society.

The Representative Committee and the

Yearly Meeting alone, have the authority to

publish official statements of our principles,

and their publications should always have the

imprint of their authority.



MEETINGS FOR WORSIIIP.

Friends are admonished not to forget tlie

importance of pure and spiritual worship. It

is not enough that, after the example of our

forefathers, we meet together in one place in

outward silence; it is not enough that, with a

commendable diligence, we attend all our re-

ligious meetings, unless also, like them, we

wait in humble reverence for spiritual ability

to worship God acceptably. Let all, there-

fore, seek for the Divine anointing, without

which we can do no good thing, that we may

experience the influence of the Holy Spirit to

enlighten and quicken the soul to a true

knowledge of its condition, and approaching

the throne of grace under a renewed sense of

our Heavenly Father's love, labor to forsake

our errors, and to be clothed with the attrib-

utes of God.
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This is the important purpose of our as-

sembling together in silence; and though at

times there may be among us but little vocal

ministry, or even none, let not this produce

any abatement of diligence in the duty. Vo-

cal ministry in the life and power of the gos-

pel is a great favor to the church, but the

distinguishing excellence of the gospel is the

immediate communication with our Heavenly

Father, through the inward revelation of the

spirit of Christ. Therefore, let the deport-

ment of our members, while engaged in this

solemn duty, be such as to demonstrate that

they are in earnest in waiting upon and wor-

shiping God in spirit, that serious, tender-

hearted inquirers may be encouraged to come

and partake in our assemblies of that inward,

spiritual refreshment and consolation which

the Lord is graciously pleased to impart to

the souls of such as are humbled in His sight,

and approach His presence with reverence

and love.

It is desired that Friends be punctual and
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constant in the attendance of our meetings,

and that they conduct themselves in a manner

becoming our high profession, and that they

endeavor to keep their children, and such

members as are under their care, to a regular,

seasonable and orderly attendance of them

also, instructing them to wait in stillness upon

the Lord, that they may receive His spiritual

favor, and by its tendering influence be en-

gaged to w^alk worthy of such grace, and

thereby become dedicated witnesses for Ilim

among men.

As the occasion of our religious meetings

is solemn, care should be taken to guard

against everything tending to disorder or in-

terruption. None are to oppose, in a relig-

ious meeting, a Friend when publicly speak-

ing, whether he be a recommended minister

or not, whilst in unity as a member, nor show

any dislike ; but if any have objections to

what is delivered, he should speak to the indi-

vidual privately.
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If any continue to neglect the attendance of

our religious meetings, or persist in disturb-

ing them when present, their cases should

claim the attention of the Monthly Meeting.

MEETINGS FOR DISCIPLINE.

Meetings for Discipline are instituted for

the civil and religious benefit of the Society,

and are designed to carry its purposes into

effect.

They may be held in joint session of men

and women, or with the sexes separate, and if

separate, either department may originate

measures that, in its judgment, the welfare of

society or the common cause may seem to de-

mand ; but the final ratification thereof must

be by concurrent action. Members are urged

to be diligent in the attendance of these meet-

ings, and cautioned to observe Christian dig-
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nity and forbearance in the consideration of

all subjects claiming their attention.

The young are especially encouraged to at-

tend and take part in the proceedings.

The meetings for discipline are:

First. The Yearly Meeting, from which all

disciplinary authority emanates, being an an-

nual assemblage of the members of its subor-

dinate meetings. It is composed of two or

more Quarterly Meetings.

Second. Quarterly Meetings, which, being

subordinate to the Yearly Meeting, are to re-

port to it annually in writing, and appoint

four or more Friends severally to represent

them therein. They are held once in three

months, and are composed of two or more

Monthly Meetings.

Third. Monthly Meetings, which are subor-

dinate to the Quarterly Meetings, to which

they are respectively to report in writing, and

to appoint two or more Friends to attend as

representatives thereto and report the exer-

cises therein to their respective Monthly Meet-
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ings. They are composed of one or more Pre-

parative Meetings, or meetings for worship.

Quarterly Meetings may set up Executive

Meetings, with the same powers and duties as

Monthly Meetings, to be held once in three

months. These may hold extra sessions when

necessary upon the call of the Overseers, who

shall give notice thereof at the close of a pre-

vious meeting for worship. In this discipline

the term "Monthly Meeting" shall include

"Executive Meeting" in all consistent cases.

Fourth. Preparative meetings, which are es-

tablished by Monthly Meetings, with the ap-

probation of the Quarterly Meeting, and are

composed of one or more meetings for wor-

ship. They are subordinate to the Monthly

Meetings, from which they derive their exist-

ence, and to which they are to forward all

subjects that require the attention thereof,- and

keep minutes of the same. Any Preparative

Meeting whose members compose a Monthly

Meeting may be discontinued.

Where a few members are situated remote
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from any Meeting of Friends, they may, upon

request, be granted by the Monthly Meeting

to which they belong, the privilege of holding

meetings for worship at such stated times as

they may desire. Such meetings shall be

under the care of the Monthly Meeting, which

is to report the condition thereof to the Quar-

terly Meeting.

In making appointments, care should be

taken to select those who are qualified for the

service. No absent member should be ap-

pointed, unless the meeting desires such to

serve upon the Representative Committee, or

Committee on Philanthropic Labor, in which

case they should be notified by the Clerk.

Those who have accepted appointments should

be punctual and diligent in attending thereto.

If a representative to a superior meeting be

prevented from attending it, he should for-

ward a reason for his absence ; but if he fail

to do this, the superior meeting should in-

struct the meeting that appointed him to fur-

nish it with a reason for his non-attendance.
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When present, a representative should not

leave the meeting, without its consent, until

it concludes.

The representatives to the Yearly Meeting

are to meet at the rise of its first sitting, select

and nominate to its next, Friends for Clerk

and Assistant, who should be separately con-

sidered, and, if approved, appointed to those

stations.

Each Quarterly, Monthly, and Preparative

Meeting should appoint a committee, an-

nually, to propose Friends for Clerk, and as-

sistant, if needed, who should be separately

considered, and, if approved, appointed to

those services.

The Yearly, Quarterly, and Monthly Meet-

ings should each appoint a Treasurer, with

whom annual settlements should be made.

Every Monthly Meeting, once in three years,

or oftener if necessary, is to appoint a Friend

to keep a record of certificates of marriage

and certificates of removal as issued and re-

ceived ; also a Friend to record births and
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deaths of members, and all burials in our

grounds, as well as the places of interment of

members elsewhere, on receipt of an account

of the same from the committee appointed to

collect them.

These records should be made in suitable

books provided by the Monthly Meeting.

When a Yearly, Quarterly, or Monthly Meet-

ing shall request of those subordinate to it a

copy of their proceedings in any case, the lat-

ter should readily comply, and make such cor-

rections as the superior meeting may direct.

Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, when re-

quested, should give to co-ordinate meetings

copies of such of their records as may concern

them ; and may, at their discretion, give to

their members who have had differences,

copies of minutes relative thereto.

No Quarterly Meeting is to be set up or dis-

continued but by the Yearly Meeting; no

Monthly Meeting but by the (Quarterly; and

no Preparative, or meeting for worship, but

by the Monthly, with the approbation of the



MEETINGS FOR DISCIPLINE. 45

<^)iiarterly Meeting. Should a proposed new

meeting be of members from more than one

Monthly Meeting, they, and the meetings to

which they are subordinate, should in like

manner participate, and, if established, a few

concerned Friends should be deputed by each

Monthly Meeting to attend the opening thereof

and designate the meeting to which it shall

1)6 subordinate. The setting up or laying

down of any meeting should be reported to

the next Yearly Meeting.

All certiticates, minutes, or other writings

issued by authority of any meeting should be

signed by the Clerk or Clerks on behalf

thereof; and each meeting, except the Pre-

parative, should keep a permanent record of

its proceedings.

The Clerk of a meeting should forward its

reports to the Clerk of its superior meeting

before the opening of the same, that time may

be saved l)y a suitable arrangement of the

business to come before it.

A Monthly Meeting may apply to the Qnar-
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terly Meeting for assistance in difficult cases;

or, if the circumstances require, refer them

by minute thereto. In a case involving the

right to appeal, the Monthly Meeting should

inform the Quarterly that a subject is before it

in which it desires assistance; whereupon the

latter should appoint a committee to sit with

and assist the former and report its attend-

ance, no allusion being made to the merits of

the case either in the application or the report.

QUERIES.

That superior meetings may be clearly in-

formed of the condition of society, and that

Friends may be led to an individual examina-

tion as to whether their practice is consistent

with their profession, and that ministers,

elders, overseers, and other religiously con-

cerned Friends may be incited to a faithful
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discharge of theii* duty in administering coun-

sel and admonition, it is directed that the fol-

lowing Queries be read in the Preparative and

Monthly Meetings (in the latter only if the

members of both be the same), deliberately

considered, and answered in their reports to

the Quarterly Meeting which next precedes

the Yearly Meeting, to w^hich it is to forward

summaries; also, that the first six Queries be

read in like manner, and explicit answers

thereto reported to all the Quarterly Meet-

ino^s, in which summaries shall be made and

recorded

:

First Query. Are Friends diligent and punc-

tual in the attendance of meetings for worship

and discipline, and careful to maintain devo-

tional solemnity therein? Have any meet-

ings been omitted?

Second. Are love and unity maintained, and

if diflerences arise is due care taken to end

them? Do Friends strive so to live as to be a

good example to all ?

Third. When members violate anv of our
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testimonies, is due watchfulness observed to

extend to them Christian care for their res-

toration ?

Fourth. Are Friends careful to observe mod-

eration, simplicity, and plainness, and do they

endeavor to train their children, and those

under their care, in a life and conversation

consistent with our Christian profession?

Fifth. Do Friends encourage the reading of

the Scriptures, and meditation thereon, and by

their attendance and advice endeavor to pro-

mote the interest of First-da}^ schools? Is

care taken to give instruction in our princi-

ples and testimonies?

Sixth. Are Friends clear of giving aid in

any way to the manufacture, sale, and use of

intoxicating liquors as a beverage or in the

preparation of food, and are they diligent in

discouraging the same? Do they avoid places

where such liquors are sold, and all places of

a demoralizing tendency? Is the cultivation

and use of tobacco, and the use of all other

narcotics, discouraged ?
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Secenfh. Have the records of births, deaths

and burials been made and reported to the

Monthly Meeting? Are our burial grounds

kept in good order?

Eighth. Are the circumstances of members

who require aid inspected, and is relief af-

forded ? Are they advised and assisted in suit-

able employments? Is care taken to promote

the school education of their children?

Ninth. Do Friends encourage a free gos-

pel ministry, resting upon Divine qualification ?

Tenth. Do Friends encourage arbitration as

opposed to war, and do they avoid and dis-

courage oaths, and all forms of lotteries, gam-

bling, bribery and oppression?

Eleventh. Are Friends careful to live within

their means, and do they conduct their busi-

ness in a manner becoming their religious pro-

fession, and avoid extending it beyond their

ability to manage? Where any give reason-

able grounds for fear in these respects, is care

extended to them?

Ticelftli. Are the queries, including the in-
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troductory paragraphs, and " The Advices

"

read in the subordinate meetings, and are the

former answered therein as directed?

ADVICES.

It is further directed that the following ad-

vices be read, at least once a year, in the sub-

ordinate meetings, with a suitable pause be-

tween them, as a means of awakening in those

present a consideration whether there is any

occasion for an extension of care in these re-

spects, in relation either to themselves or

others.

Friends are advised : To observe modera-

tion in furnishing their homes, and in their

manner af living.

To encourage their fellow-beings in abstain-

ing from the use of everything hurtful.

To attend to the limitations of truth in their
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temporal business, inspect the state of their

worldly aftairs once in a year, and make their

wills while in health.

To apply for certificates when about to re-

move, and to pay proper attention to those

coming from other places, who appear as

Friends without producing certificates; to be

careful to extend cordial welcome to young

people and strangers who attend our meetings.

When any give occasion for uneasiness, to

speak to them in privacy and with tenderness

before the matter be communicated to another.

Then, should further exercise of the Discipline

be necessary, those intrusted with it will not

be weakened by a consciousness that the true

order of the Gospel, as explained in Matt. 18 :

15, 16 and 17, has been violated.

Friends are earnestly advised to read and

study the Discipline, that they may learn to

realize and appreciate the wisdom and beauty

of the system it is intended to uphold.
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Friends have always believed that it is only

under the immediate teaching and influence

of the Holy Spirit that acceptable worship is

performed and a pure gospel ministry sup-

plied, and that this pure and powerful influ-

ence is the essential qualification for the work.

They also believe the giving and receiving of

a stated salary as a minister to be contrary to

the spirit and freedom of the Gospel, tending

to make merchandise of it, and therefore dan-

gerous to the cause of true righteousness, and

a hindrance to the faithful minister, by being

a great temptation to such as are not thor-

oughly grounded in Christ the Spiritual Son

and power of God in the soul.

While Friends consider the gift of the min-

istry to be of so pure and sacred a nature that

no payment should be made or accepted for
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its exercise, and that it ought never be under-

taken for a pecuniary consideration, yet they

do not question the propriety of supplying

means, when necessary, for the performance

of any Gospel service. Believing that this

gift of the Holy Spirit comes from God only,

ministry ought not to lie demanded at stated

times, but it should be exercised in the ability

which God gives on the occasion. Ministers

should be careful to act in accordance with

this distinct principle, as presented in the ex-

ample of the Apostles and other early teach-

ers of Christianity, and particularly by Jesus

Christ, the beloved son of God.

While recognizing the fact that the unlet-

tered are often qualified to be true and pow-

erful ministers of the Gospel, yet, as all ability

is useful when under right direction, it is de-

sired that all should properly cultivate the

talents God has given them, that their labor

may be broader and more useful by being

clothed in the language and conceptions of a

well developed mind kept under the guidance
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of the Spirit of Truth. When under this

guidance Friends are cautioned not to with-

hold that which they feel called upon to speak,

as such a course will "tend to poverty."

MINISTERS.

When a Friend has frequently appeared in

public testimony, and the Preparative Meet-

ing of Ministers and Elders agrees in propos-

ing that he be recommended as a minister, it

is to inform the Quarterly Meeting of Minis-

ters and Elders thereof, and if the latter con-

cur, the former should propose the considera-

tion of the subject to the Monthly Meeting,

and if it should approve the ministry of the

Friend, he shall then be recognized as an ap-

proved minister, and the Monthly Meeting is

to inform the Preparative, and it the Quar-

terly Meeting of Ministers and Elders thereof.

No Friend is to travel abroad as a minister,

or appoint meetings, unless previously ap-

proved by the Monthly Meeting.

When a minister feels it to be his religious

duty to travel in the ministry within the lim-
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its of the Quarterly Meeting to which he be-

longs, the approbation of the Monthly Meet-

ing should be obtained, except in appointing a

few meetings near home, when the approba-

tion of the ministers and elders will be suffi-

cient. If the duty be to travel in other parts

of the Yearly Meeting, a certificate of unity is

to be procured, unless the visit be to a neigh-

boring Quarterly Meeting and the Monthly

Meeting should judge it unnecessary.

If the concern be to make an extensive visit

among those not of our society, or a general

visit in another Yearly Meeting, the concur-

rence of the Quarterly Meeting is to be ob-

tained and endorsed on the certificate of the

Monthly Meeting.

When a minister has a concern to make a

religious visit to foreign countries, the clearest

evidence should be obtained of the propriety

of the undertaking, and the approval of the

Yearly Meeting also should be secured and en-

dorsed on the certificate previously obtained.

As the performance of religious visits to
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families, under the right directiou, has proved

useful and instructive, it is hoped ministers

will not be unfaithful to any intimation of

duty in that direction. It is desired that

those who are favored with such a mission,

even in the Monthly Meeting to which they

belong, should have the concurrence of that

meeting. A certificate of unity should be ob-

tained if the concern extend to the families of

another Monthly Meeting.

When ministers remote from home, on ap-

pointments of the Yearly Meeting, have a

concern to appoint meetings, they should ob-

tain the approbation of such Friends as may

be convenient before proceeding therein.

When certificates are granted to ministers,

the limits of the concern should be expressed,

and they should be seasonably returned. It is

also expected that strangers who are with us as

ministers will have certificates of unity, which,

if not presented, should be inquired for.

When any certificate of unity is presented

and read, a minute thereof should be made.
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ELDERS.

Monthly Meetings once in three years, or

oftener if necessary, are to appoint a commit-

tee of men and women to propose two or

more Friends to till the position of Elders.

Those named should be separately consid-

ered at the next subsequent meeting, and, if

approved, they are to become members of the

Meetings for Ministers and Elders, informa-

tion of which should be given to the Prepara-

tive Meeting of that body, which is to record

the names and notify their Quarterly, which is

to give the information to their Yearly Meet-

ing. These triennial appointments are to be

considered as a release to those who have

filled that position, unless reappointed.

When an Elder removes from one Monthly

Meeting to another his appointment ceases.

MEETINU!^ FOR MINISTERS AND ELDERS.

The Ministers and Elders of a Monthly

Meeting, or of more than one if the Quarterly

Meeting for Discipline advise it, are to meet

once in three months and compose a Prepara-
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tive Meeting of Ministers and Elders. The

members of all such within the verge of a

Quarterly Meeting for Discipline, are to meet

once in three months and constitute a Quar-

terly Meeting of Ministers and Elders, and

the members of all such Quarterly Meetings

are to meet annually, and compose a Yearly

Meeting of Ministers and Elders. The par-

ticular times and places of holding these meet-

ings are subject to the direction of the Meet-

ings for Discipline, to which they are severally

attached. They are not to interfere with the

disciplinary affairs of the Society.

As much depends on the labors and exam-

ple of ministers and elders, these meetings

have been established among them for the

purpose of examining whether they are all

preserved in an exemplary life corresponding

with their position ; where advice and caution

may be administered for the help and strength

one of another; and with this view, the fol-

lowing queries are to be read and answered

in them.

First. By each of their Preparative Meet-
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ing8, which shall give explicit answers thereto

in writing, and forward them to the Quarterly

Meeting.

Second. By each of their Quarterly Meet-

ings in connection with the answers from the

suhordinate meetings, of which summaries

should be minuted; and tliose made at the

meeting next preceding their annual gather-

ing should be included in its reports thereto.

Third. By their Yearly Meeting, in connec-

tion with the answers from their Quarterly

Meetings, summaries whereof should be made

and recorded.

The Clerk of each meeting should forward

its reports to the Clerk of its superior.meeting.

(^rERTES FOR MINISTERS AND ELDERS.

First ijaery. Are ministers and elders dili-

gent and punctual in the attendance of meet-

ings for worship and discipline, and concerned

to encourage their families in that religious

duty ?

Second. Are ministers careful to minister in

the ability which Truth gives, to avoid unbe-
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coming tones and gestures, and prolonging

their testimony so as to be burdensome ?

Third. Are ministers and elders in unity

one with another and with the meetings to

which they belong; and do they manifest a

religious concern for the advancement of

Truth and the exercise of our discipline?

Fourth. Are elders careful to encourage

judiciously all who appear to have a gift in

the ministry? Po they counsel and admonish

those whose communications appear hurtful ?

Fifth. Are ministers and elders good exam-

ples in uprightness and moderation ; and are

they careful to instruct their families in the

principles and testimonies of our religious

Society?

ABVrCE TO MINISTERS AND ELDERS.

It is desired that the following advices also

be deliberately read in each of their subordi-

nate meetings

:

Ministers should be cautious not to use un-

necessary preambles in tbeir testimonies, nor

assert too positively a^Divine impulse, the



MINISTRY. 61

baptizing power of Truth accompanying their

words being the true evidence.

The Holy Scriptures should be frequently

read, and care taken not to misquote nor mis-

apply them.

Ministers should be careful how they speak

upon disputed points in their testimony, or

make statements which they can not clearly

sustain.

The solemnity of meetings should not be

disturbed by unnecessary additions towards

their conclusion.

As the Author of all good continues from

time to time to open among us the spring of

living ministry, it is fervently desired that

ministers and elders may so dwell under the

Divine influence as to be enabled to discern

when offerings proceed from the source of

Life and Light, being thus qualified to in-

struct and encourage those who are young in

the ministry with gentleness and wisdom, ad-

vising and encouraging them to abide in sim-

ple and patient submission to the will of God,
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and keep to the openings of Divine life in

themselves, by which they w^ill experience a

growth in their gifts.

All are especially cantioned against any

harshness or severity of tone or manner when

administering counsel or reproof, remembering

that they who would do the Father's work

must "abide in His love." Even a seeming

harshness may check the beginning of trne

repentance, and lack of sympathy cause a

blight to fall where only good was intended.

Should ministers and elders, by unfaithful-

ness or other cause, lose their usefulness, a

timely and tender care should be extended by

individuals, and, if necessary, by the Prepar-

ative or Quarterly Meeting of Ministers and

Elders of which they are members, and if the

desired effect is not produced, such cases should

be laid before the Monthly Meeting for such

action as it may deem proper.

If a meeting should be disturbed by im-

proper communications the ministers and eld-

ers should extend advice and counsel as may
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seem necessary, and if such admonition be in-

effectual, the case should be laid before the

Preparative Meeting for Ministers and Elders,

and if the further care of this Meeting be un-

availing, it should lay the case before the

Monthly Meeting, which is to treat with the

offender as may appear necessary.

And, lastly, let all dwell in that spirit which

gives ability to labor successfully in the Church

of Christ, adorning the doctrine they deliver

to others by being examples in word, in con-

versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith and in

purity.

The Meetings for Ministers and Elders are

intended for their members only, but ministers

and their companions, or elders from other

Meetings may sit in them, and any Friend may

do so by request, if no objection be made.

Preparative Meetings of Ministers and Eld-

ers should annually make a report to their re-

spective Monthly Meetings for Discipline, of

such of their proceedings as will, in their judg-

ment, be of profit and interest to that body.
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All our Meetings are directed to make timely

and careful inspection into the situation of the

titles to their lands, burial grounds, and other

estates which have been vested in them or in

trustees for their use and benefit; and upon

the death or removal of any such trustee, sea-

sonably to appoint another to the trust.

It is further directed that all our Meetins^s

be careful to have duly recorded and preserve

their title papers, keep a record of the appoint-

ment of their trustees, the place where, and

with whom their papers, minutes and records

are deposited, due care being taken to lodge

them with suitable persons.

A Yearly Meeting fund having, by experi-

ence, been found necessary for the exigencies

of the Society, it is directed that such a fund

be maintained by an occasional collection from

each Quarterly Meeting, in the proportion
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which may from time to time be determined

by the Yearly Meeting, and that it be placed

in the hands of a treasurer appointed by the

Meeting, subject to be drawn out by its di-

rection.

Quarterly and Monthly Meetings are also

directed to keep a fund, to be used for such

purposes as their respective wants may render

necessary. Such funds, and those for the use

of the Yearly Meeting, are to be raised by vol-

untary contributions.

Women's Meetings should also have a fund,

raised in like manner, for use in such services

as may come specially under their notice and

care.

OVERSEERS.

Monthly Meetings should appoint, every

three years or oftener, for themselves, or for

each of their Preparative Meetings, where

such exist, two or more members of each sex
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to serve as Overseers. They should be nomi-

nated by a joint committee of men and women,

and the Friends proposed be separately con-

sidered by the Meeting one month after they

are reported, and if approved, appointed.

Overseers are to act jointly in considering

applications for membership, and in all other

cases when expedient.

They should be fjimiliar with the discipline,

and endeavor to exercise Christian care over

their fellow members, and if any manifesta-

tions hurtful to right principles, or contrary

to harmony and good order appear, give sea-

sonable attention thereto.

TREATMENT FOR DEVIATIONS.

As the purpose of our labor in every case of

deviation is the restoration to sound princi-

ples, upright life, and true fellowship of those

who have departed therefrom, they should be
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treated with in a Christian spirit, patiently

and prayerfully, and all right opportunities

used to accomplish this end; and while dili-

gent, overseers and conunittees should avoid

pressing any case to an unfavorable conclusion

while reasonable hope of restoration remains.

Even if those who transgress should mani-

fest a spirit of opposition, we ought, patiently

and meekly, to instruct and advise them, that

we may not only have the reward of peace in

ourselves, but that it may so affect the spirit

of those spoken to as to make them realize

that we have performed a Christian duty and

an office of brotherly love towards them.

If the endeavors of overseers, or other con-

cerned Friends, to restore any who have vio-

lated the principles or good order of the So-

ciety are unavailing, the former should report

the case to the Monthly or Preparative Meet-

ing without unnecessary delay, notice having

been previously given to the person com-

plained of, who should not attend the meet-

ings for discipline until the case is disposed of.
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Monthly Meetings, upon presentation of a

complaint against a member, should enter it

upon the minutes, and appoint a committee

to extend further care in the case, that recon-

ciliation may be eftected if possible. This

committee should give seasonable attention to

its appointment.

When a satisfactory acknowledgment has

been received from one who has deviated, a

committee should be appointed to so inform

him. If, having failed to reclaim, the Monthly

Meeting thinks it right to cancel the mem-

bership, it should appoint a committee to in-

form him of the judgment of the meeting,

furnish him with a copy of the complaint, if

required, and notify him of his privilege of

appealing, and endeavor to leave him in a

tender frame of mind, and convince him that

it is only his own departure from our princi-

ples and profession that is the cause of his

separation from the Society, and that we earn-

estly desire that he may be convinced of the

error of his ways.
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When a member residing within the verge

of a Monthly Meeting to which his right has

not Ijeen transferred, deviates from our order,

he should be visited by the overseers, who, if

necessary, should inform the overseers of the

meeting to which he belongs of such deviation.

If any member speak in an irreverent spirit

of the Scriptures or of sacred matters therein

contained, he sliould be treated with.

APPEALS.

If a person be dissatisfied with the judgment

of a Monthly Meeting in his case, he may, after

being informed tliereof, notify the lirst or sec-

ond meeting thereafter of his intention to ap-

peal to the next Quarterly Meeting, which

notification the Monthly Meeting should re-

cord, and appoint two or more Friends to at-

tend the Quarterly Meeting with copies of the
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minutes relative to the case, to give such ex-

planations as may be necessary.

The Quarterly Meeting is to refer the sub-

ject to a committee (omitting the members of

the Meeting appealed from), which is to exam-

ine the whole proceedings in the case, giving

the appellant and the Monthly Meeting's com-

mittee a full hearing; if it finds the charge

substantiated and the proceedings in accord-

ance with our Discipline, it is to so report;

the Quarterly Meeting is thereupon to contirm

the judgment of the Monthly Meeting, and

inform said Meeting and the appellant of the

result. But, if it appear that the deviation, or

the proof thereof is not sufficient, or there has

been irregularity in the proceedings infringing

the rights of the appellant, it is to report ac-

cordingly, and the judgment of the Monthly

Meeting should be set aside. If the grounds

of such reversal be irregularity of proceeding

only, the Monthly Meeting shall be at liberty

to take up the case again.

Should the appellant be dissatisfied witli the
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decision of the Quarterly Meeting, he may

notify its first or second meeting next succeed-

ing such information of his intention to apply

to the Yearly Meeting for,a further hearing.

The notice should he recorded, and four or

more Friencls appointed to attend with the

minutes of both the Monthly and Quarterly

Meetings in the case, and the decision of the

Yearly Meeting shall be final.

Appellants have a right to be present in the

Meetings appealed to during the appointment

of the committee to judge in their cases, and

objections they may make to persons nomi-

nated are to be considered and judged of by

the meeting.

Appeals should be forwarded to superior

meetings in the regular reports, and the appel-

lant, if he give opportunity, should be notified

when to be present; also of the judgment of

the meeting in his case.
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Marriage being a Divine ordinance affecting

all the relations of life, it is of vital import-

ance that those who propose to enter therein

should humbly seek for guidance from our

Heavenly Father, with a prayerful desire to be

directed aright, not neglecting to counsel with

their parents or guardians, and to give earnest

heed to their deliberate advice, in giving which

parents and guardians are e^*i^ated to seek

wisdom from the Lord.

Experience has proven that the affections

are not always a certain guide, and that true

worth and congeniality of taste, thought, and

disposition are requisite for the right forma-

tion of so solemn a compact. For this reason

we would extend earnest caution against our

members marrying those holding no settled

religious convictions, or views opposed to our



MARRIAGE. 73

principles and testimonies, such alliances bein^

frequently productive of unhappy results.

Marriages of persons sooner than one year

after the deatli of husband or wife, or of those

so nearly related as first cousins, or of the

children of half brothers or sisters, are not to

be permitted among us; nor should any of

our members avail themselves of legal privi-

leges to dissolve the marriage contract. If

any do, they should be treated with as for

other deviations.

For the accomplishing of marriage, the fol-

lowing order is recommended to be observed

:

The parties are to communicate their inten-

tions to the Monthly Meeting, under the care

of which the marriage is to take place, in a

written statement signed by both, in substance

as follows:

To Monthly Meeting of Friends :

We intend marriage with each other, and

desire to accomplish the same under the care

of the meeting.

[Signed]
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Whereupon, if they belong to the same

meeting, a committee of men and women

Friends should be appointed to extend neces-

sary care. If they have parents or guardians,

their consent, when it can reasonably be ob-

tained, should be given to the meeting in writ-

ing. Should either party have children, the

committee is to see that their rights are legally

secured.

At the next meeting, if the committee re-

ports that no obstruction to the further pro-

ceeding appears, the Monthly Meeting may

leave the parties at liberty to accomplish their

marriage according to our order, at a public

meeting, or at such time and place as it may

approve, but not on the first day of the week.

Two Friends of each sex (whose names may

be proposed by the parties, subject to the ap-

proval of the meeting) are to be appointed to

attend the marriage, have a care that good

order be observed, and see that the certificate

be recorded.

If either be a member of another Monthly
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Meetiiif^, a certificate should be presented

therefrom, showing tliat no obstruction ap-

pears. Misdemeanors long past should not,

at such times, be held by the meeting to be an

objection to marriage.

The above care and sanction may also be

extended in cases where one of the parties is

not a member.

Friends believe that no human power can

unite two persons in marriage, the solemn

declarations of the parties themselves being

the true marriage, ceremony. Therefore we

believe that a sincere obligation to the follow-

ing eftect, made in the presence of witnesses,

is most pleasing in the sight of the Lord, as

well as most satisfactory to the parties them-

selves, when rightly understood and appre-

ciated.

After joining hands, they should proceed in

substance as follows, he speaking first:

"In the presence of the Lord, and before

these witnesses, I take thee to be my

wife (or husband), promising, with Divine as-
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sistance, to be unto thee a loving and faithful

husband (or wife) until death shall separate us."

After these declarations, the marriage cer-

tificate should be signed by the parties and

audibly read by some suitable person selected

by them, or named by the committee ap-

pointed to attend the marriage. The com-

mittee should also examine the certificate

previously to its being read and signed, and,

if necessary, correct it.

The form of the certificate should be as

follows

:

Whereas, A. B., of , in the county of

, and State of , son of C. and D. B.,

of , and D. E., daughter of F. and G. E.,

of , having informed Monthly Meet-

ing of the religious Society of Friends, held at

, that they intend marriage with each

other [and, if it can be reasonably obtained,

add], and having consent of parents (or guard-

ians, as the case may be), their proposals were

approved by the meeting.

These are to certify to ivhom it may concern,
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that for the cwcotnplishment of their marriage^

this da}/ of the month, in the j/ear of

our Lord , they, the said A.B. and D.E.

appeared at , and in the presence of a com-

mittee appointed by the meeting; and A.B. tak-

ing D. E. hg the hand., declared that he took her

to he his wife, promising, loith Divine assistance,

to be unto her a loving and faithful husband until

death should separate them; and then D. E. did,

in like manner, declare that she took him to be her

husband, promising, with Divine assistance, to be

unto him a loving and faithful loife until death

should separate them.

And, they (she according to the custom of mar-

riage assuming the surname of her husband) did,

as a further confirmation thereof, then and there,

to these presents set their hands.

A. B .

D.E-

And we, being present, have suhsciihed our

names as witnesses thereof.

If for any reason the above order is not car-

ried out, and the marriage is accomplished

without seeking the approbation of the meet-



78 MARRIAGE.

ing, the same solemn declaration should be

made by the parties, in the presence of a min-

ister of our Society, or of a civil officer, who

shall sign the marriage certificate and certify

the marriage as required by law. The certifi-

cate should be handed to the Recorder.

In all cases where a license is obtained, it is

desirable that it be procured and published

thirty days before the marriage is to take

place.

If a member should contract and eftect his

marriage without applying to the Monthly

Meeting, he should be visited by the Overseers,

and if a desire to retain his membership be

evinced, and no departure from our order

exists, no further action should be taken.

When no application is made by members

to the Monthly Meeting, and the parties marry

by the ceremony herein prescribed, the certifi-

cate should be altered accordingly, only that

part in italics being used, to which should be

added the names of the parents of both par-

ties and their residence.

The marriage of a woman Friendj not ac-
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complished under the care of the Monthly

Meeting, should be recorded, together with

her residence, and the names of her husband

and his parents.

The violations of our testimony in the im-

portant matter of engagement and marriage

being, we fear, often for want of due care on

the part of parents, and others who have

charge of educating the youth, in timely ad-
*

monishing and instructing them in the prin-

ciples of Truth, and impressing their minds

with the duty of religiously observing them,

Friends are earnestly exhorted to increase

their care in this direction, guarding the asso-

ciations of the young, leading them to select

for companionship those who are worthy of

regard and respect, and teaching them to up-

hold our principles and testimonies because

flieij believe them to be true, being careful to

show them wherein our testimony in favor of

a free Gospel Ministry may be violated. It

is directed that on the marriage occasions,

Friends be thoughtful to set a becoming ex-

ample of moderation.
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Parents and heads of families are entreated

to lay to heart the great and lasting import-

ance of educating the youth in righteousness,

and to be solicitous that their tender and sus-

ceptible minds may be impressed with virtu-

ous principles and a just sense of the Divine

Being, His wisdom, goodness, power, and om-

nipresence.

The importance of an early instruction in

the law of God is set forth with peculiar

strength, clearness, and solemnity in Deuter-

onomy, vi., 4: "Hear, O Israel ; the Lord our

God is one Lord ; and thou shalt love the Lord

thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy

soul, and with all thy might, and these words

which I command thee this day shall be upon

thine heart; and thou shalt teach them dili-

gently unto thy children, and shalt talk of
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them when thou sittest in thine house, and

when thou walkest by the way, and when

thou liest down, and when thou risest up."

Although virtue does not descend by lineal

succession, nor piety by inheritance, temper-

aments do, and we therefore urge upon pa-

rents to guard and restrain with great care

their own tendencies to whatever is evil or

excessive in their nature, and to foster what-

ever is good, not only as a duty to themselves,

but as a help to their offspring, who will in-

herit their parents' temperaments in a greater

or less degree.

Parents should l)e good examples to their

children in their meetings, in their families,

and in their employments. As children are

given to their care, they should be faithful in

watching over them, from infancy, for their

moral growth, moulding their character in

gentleness and wisdom, remembering" their

proper craving after things suited to their

ages. They should endeavor to inculcate

sound principles, and lead the children to the
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self-application of these principles to their

daily needs, rather than to furnish them con-

clusions resting on the wisdom of another. It

is especially desired that they be taught the

propriety of restraint from reading any publi-

cations of a nature to undermine their moral

character, weaken their sense of righteous

duty, or alienate them from their allegiance

unto God, as well as from unprofitable and

demoralizing conversation. Their need for

that which is instructive and cheerful should

be supplied, and they should be taught the

nobility and beauty as well as the duty of

right doing. Let parents endeavor to educate

their children in a reverent respect for good-

ness, purity and virtue, and thus may they be

twice blessed in their eftbrts, once in their

own lives, and again in the lives of their

children.

In much love to the rising generation they

are exhorted to turn away from and not yield

to the many vanities and ensnaring corrup-

tions prevalent in the world, and bear in mind
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that ''the fear of the Lord is the beginning of

wisdom." Take the advice of religiously con-

cerned parents, guardians and friends, ever

remembering that children ought to obey

their parents in the Lord, and that disobedi-

ence herein is a violation of the moral law,

and oftensive in Divine sight.

FIRST-DAY SCHOOLS.

The Society of Friends, recognizing the

value of First-day Schools in promoting an

increase of interest in their spiritual welfare

as individuals, and the growth and extension

of the principles of truth in general, all are

earnestly advised to attend and advance their

usefulness as way is opened for them to do so,

and to endeavor to gather the children into

them, that good seeds may be implanted in

their tender minds while the soil is fresh and

pure. We are never too old to learn concern-
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ing the deep things of the Spirit, hence we

are entrusted with the duty of helping one

another by frequently assembling for the pur-

pose of considering the truths contained in

the Holy Scriptures and other writings calcu-

lated to elevate the human family in morality

and righteousness. Thus, with the blessing of

God upon our eftbrts, we will learn the beauty

of a life of holiness, and encourage each other

to greater faithfulness and usefulness in the

Master's service.

EDUCATION.

As knowledge gives increased qualification

for usefulness, it becomes us to encourage a

thorough education for all, and to provide for

the instruction of our children and those under

our care, in whatever is useful and within the

limit of their capacity and our ability. As

children need moral as well as intellectual

education, and are very much influenced in
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this respect by their surroundings during the

impressible period of youth when their char-

acters are being formed, great care should be

observed to see that these are helpful and

good. So far as practicable it is desirable

they should attend schools under the care of

teachers holding views consistent with our

testimonies, and who are concerned for their

right presentation to their pupils.

Friends should use their influence in secur-

ing the einplo3'ment of teachers in our public

schools, whose precepts and example shall

lead their pupils to see the nobility and beauty

of an exemplary and upright life.

SPEECH, DEPORTMENT AND
APPAREL.

As our general appearance in these matters

is largely indicative of the condition of our

minds, and in proportion as it conforms to our

profession, is more or less beneficial to our-
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selves and society, it is desired that members

should be thoughtful in regard to the use of

plain, kind, and honest words in their speech,

avoiding extravagant phrases and formal com-

pliments. All profanity, immoral and impure

conversation should be strictly avoided. When

our minds are regulated by the spirit and

purpose of the Gospel taught by Jesus, we

believe our speech will reflect with plainness

and simplicity, the kindness, courtesy, justice

and Christian regard that lie back of it, in the

soul thus taught.

Our deportment should at all times be con-

sistent with our profession. We should be

serious and reverent in times of worship or

solemnity, calm and just during our dealings

or in controversy, willing and anxious to see

the right on all sides. Cheerful, kind and

patient in the family and social relations,

thoughtful of the different temperaments of

individuals and differing ages, we should upon

all occasions avoid hurtful conduct and main-

tain true dignity.
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111 dress, simplicity and utility should be

observed as the essentials, neatness and o;ood

taste cultivated, and extravagance and foolish

fashions avoided as being promoters of pride

and vanity, giving evidence of minds drawn

aside from thoughts worthy of an intelligent

pure-minded man or woman.

As we believe all to be equal in the sight of

God, we neither give titles nor pay homage to

any.

DEFAMATIOX AXD DETRACTION

Friends should endeavor to so keep them-

selves under the perfect law of love that they

will neither think, nor speak, evil one of

another. They should avoid all criticism of

the conduct of others that may tend to pro-

duce ill feeling, as well as conversation detri-

mental to the character of any person, or in

the nature of idle gossip. They should not

only avoid giving needless circulation to evil
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reports concerning any one, but aid in sup-

pressing them.

When any are guilty of tale-bearing or

speaking evil of others, or meddling with

their affairs when not concerned, tending to

excite strife and disorder, or cause dissension

among Friends or others, they are to be

treated with.

MODERATION AND TEMPERANCE.

Friends are affectionately advised to be

moderate in all their movements, and temper-

ate in the use of all things necessary to sus-

tain and comfort the body. In view of the

desolating effects of the improper use of in-

toxicating liquors, they are earnestly entreated

to avoid and discourage their manufacture, or

furnishing materials therefor, and the impor-

tation, selling or use of them as a beverage.

They are not permitted to use or rent their

property for such purposes, and are advised
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not to frequent places where liquors are sold,

or other places of public resort where they

may be exposed to unprofitable company and

conversation, and drawn into improper habits.

TOBACCO.

In view of the great waste, both physical

and pecuniary, and the many other objections

applicable to its use, Friends are urged seri-

ously to ask themselves if they can properly

use tobacco in any form. They are, in the

love of human good, earnestly advised not to

use, grow or deal in it.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

Friends have ever maintained that it is

their duty to obey all the requirements of

civil government, except those by which their

allegiance to God is interfered with.
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They should patiently subniit in the spirit

of meekness to any suftering that may befall

them for non-compliance with any requisition

repugnant to their principles. Let them

give no just occasion for ofi'ense to those in

authority, but conduct themselves circum-

spectly towards all men.

Liberty of conscience being the common

right of all, and particularly essential to the

well-being of religious societies, they hold it

to be incumbent upon them to maintain it in-

violably among themselves, and therefore ex-

hort all in profession with them to decline to

accept any office or station in civil govern-

ment, the duties of which are inconsistent

with their religious principles, or in the exer-

cise of which, they may be or apprehend

themselves to be under the necessity of exact-

ing from others, any compliance against which

they are themselves personally conscientious.
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Unless the love of justice, mercy and truth

be manifest in our dealings, we can have no

claim to religion. Honesty and integrity are

required of all. Friends are therefore ear-

nestly advised not to make haste to become

rich, and to avoid all hazardous enterprises,

especially vv^hen the means of others may be

involved, and to choose no occupation that

may bring reproach upon any of our tes-

timonies, but to select vocations that are use-

ful, and be diligent therein. They should

keep accurate accounts, inspecting them often,

that they may know whether they are living

within their means, thus reserving to them-

selves the ability to be not only just to all but

kind to the unfortunate, remembering the

injunction of the Golden Rule, " Therefore,

all things whatsoever ye would that men

should do unto you, do ye even so to them."

(Mat. VII. 12.)
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Friends should exercise great caution about

borrowing money, or endorsing for others.

While there are cases in which it may be

prudent and proper, Friends entering into

business are advised to seek sound advice

before borrowing.

If any have doubts of their ability to fulfill

their engagements or pay their just debts, they

should immediately consult some judicious

Friends, and, if they advise it, make a full

exhibit to their creditors of their assets and

liabilities, and as they direct, make settlement

by assignment or otherwise without partiality.

Friends are not to avoid the payment of their

just debts by any legal privileges, but to make

jpro rata payments thereon as they become

able.

If any member neglects the above admoni-

tions in regard to his business pursuits, or

gives rise to fear that he is doing so, he should

be counseled promptly, and if his conduct con-

tinues at variance with our rules or reproach-

ful to society, prompt and judicious care

should be extended to him.



ARBITRATION. 93

Friends are advised to he careful not to

receive collections or donations from such as

have refused, or have not the means, to pay

their just debts.

ARBITRATION.

When difficulties arise between members of

the society about their temporal concerns, the

party thinking he has reason for complaint is

to speak to the other in a calm and friendly

manner, endeavoring by gentle means to obtain

justice. If this prove ineftectual, he should

take one or more of the overseers or other ju-

dicious Friends to join him in endeavors to

have the matter justly and speedily settled ; or

if the distance between the parties be too great,

the complainant should pursue the same friendly

course by writing to the other, and failing in

that he should empower some Friend to pur-

sue the course above indicated on his behalf.

Should the case appear to be a plain one, or u
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debt against which no reasonable objection is

made by the debtor, the Friends are to advise

the party complained of to make satisfaction

without delay. Should unsettled difterences

in accounts or other cause for dispute appear

which cannot be settled between the parties

themselves, they are to advise them to submit

the case to arbitration. If either party refuse

to do this, such refusal is to be reported to the

Preparative, and, if necessary, to the Monthly

Meeting in which the proceedings in the case

are to be reviewed, and if the above Gospel

order has not been observed, the case should be

referred back to the Preparative Meeting with-

out being minuted ; but if the proceedings in

the case are approved, the meeting should ap-

point a committee to confer with the parties,

and report the result thereof, when, if it appear

necessary, the parties should be again advised

to submit to arbitration, and if either of them

refuse to comply, the right of membership of

the person so refusing should be canceled.

When parties conclude to submit their dif-
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ferences to arbitration they are each to name

one Friend, the two so chosen to select a third,

and enter into a written agreement to abide

by their decision. The arbitrators chosen

should promptly appoint a time and place, and

attend to the business without unnecessary de-

lay, giving the parties and their witnesses a

full and fair hearing in the presence of each

other, and endeavor to make the award

promptly.

If either of the parties be dissatisfied witli

the award, and it be very evident that the arbi-

trators have erred materially in their proceed-

ings or judgment, the Monthly may apply to

the Quarterly Meeting for assistance, as di-

rected in difllcult cases, and should it clearly

appear there is cause for dissatisfaction, a re-

hearing is to be granted and other arbitrators

chosen, whose decision shall be final.

It is advised that Friends in the ministry be

not chosen as arbitrators in any case.

When the foregoing proceedings, by causing

delay, would evidently endanger the rights of
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the complainant, or subject him to loss which

mi^ht be avoided by a more direct legal pro-

cess, Monthly Meetings may hold such excused

as apply to the law from such necessity ; but

they are cautioned to conduct themselves to-

ward each other with such kindness and mod-

eration as will be a becoming testimony, even

in court, that only the nature of the case and

our station under the laws of the land bring

any of us there.

If any member sue another at law, or cause

his arrest in disregard of the foregoing rules,

he should be dealt with as for other deviations.

Meetings for discipline should not take part

in controversies between members and non-

members, except to encourage settlement by

arbitration.

When arbitrators are at a loss for want of

legal knowledge it will be proper for them, at

the joint expense of the parties, to take the

opinion of counsel learned in the law to enable

them to give a proper judgment in the matters

referred to them. That theymay better answer
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the end of their appointment, and be helpful

in conciliating the minds of the parties, they

ought not to consider themselves as advocates

for those by whom they are chosen, but as men

whose duty it is to judge righteously. They

should shun all previous information respect-

ing the case, or, having heard anything in re-

gard to it, remain as much as possible unbiased

thereby. They should not refuse to hear any

evidence that may be offered, nor receive any

except in the presence of both parties, and in

their award they need not assign any reason

for their determination

WAR.

Believing that the spirit of the Gospel

breathes "on earth peace among men," it is

the earnest concern of Friends that they may

adhere faithfully to their testimony against

war. As pertinent to the subject, it is further

earnestly enjoined upon all Friends to actively
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give their aid and encouragement to measures

that have for their object the promotion of

peace and the settlement of difficulties by ar-

bitration, both those of a national and inter-

national character.

OATHS.

As a judicial oath rests upon the principle

of calling a superior power to witness the truth

of what is to be declared, and is an assumption

that except in this presence the person would

not, or might not tell the truth, and believing

it to be contrary to the explicit injunction of

Jesus, "Ye have heard that it was said to

them of old time, ' Thou shalt not forswear

thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine

oaths;' but I say unto you swear not at all;"

to which the Apostle James adds, " Swear not,

neither by the heaven nor by the earth, nor by

any other oath ; but let your yea be yea, and

your nay, nay; that ye fall not under judg-
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ment." Friends have always felt bound to

bear testimony against all oaths, and when re-

quired by law either to take or administer a

legal qualification, substitute an affirmation.

OPPRESSION.

It has been and continues to be the earnest

concern of the Society to bear a faithful testi-

mony against the oppression of mankind

wherever practiced, and Friends are tenderly

solicited to attend to the requirements of truth

and justice in this respect, and especially to

use their influence against unjust legislation.

mDIANS AND THE AFRICAN RACE.

Ever since the settlement of Friends in

America the aborigines have received our

earnest and continued efforts for just treatment

and improvement, and Friends are affection-

ately entreated to continue these efforts.
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It is worthy of serious consideration whether

there is any object of beneficence more de-

serving of attention than the improvement of

the condition of those of the African race who

have been held in slavery and their descend-

ants, and of the Indians of our country, and

the moral and intellectual education of the

children of those races, so as to make them

useful and respectable members of the com-

munity.

GAMING AND PLACES OF DIVERSION.

Believing that wagering, or giving or re-

ceiving value without exchanging an equiva-

lent, is wrong in principle and destructive in

practice, Friends bear a testimony against lot-

teries, prize packages, betting, gambling, etc.,

and when any Friend departs so far from the

principles of honesty and right as to partici-

pate in any of these things, early and earnest

efforts should be made to convince him of his

error.
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Parents and concerned Friends should earn-

estly discourage, by precept and example, the

attendance of their children and others at

places of unprofitable amusement, especially

such as are calculated to teach false ideas of

life and duty, or to bring them into hurtful

associations.

Amusements or diversions that cause need-

less suffering to any of God's creatures should

not be considered harmless; neither should

those that cannot be looked back to and re-

membered without regret or remorse. Such

only should be engaged in as bring comfort

and happiness by the remembrance of them.

MEMBERS WHO REQUIHE AID.

As mercy, compassion and charity are spe-

cially enjoined upon all Christians, Monthly

and Preparative Meetings should appoint, every

three years. Friends to inspect the circum-

stances of members who require aid, that ad-
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vice and assistance may be seasonably ex-

tended, not only to relieve their immediate

necessities, but to aid them in the education of

their children and in suitable employment.

Friends are advised to be liberal in raising

funds for these purposes, also to be cautious in

extending this benevolent care not unneces-

sarily to expose the names or situation of the

recipients thereof. Those receiving should

also manifest a becoming disposition to accept,

and conform to the counsel of their friends.

Should there be an unwillingness to conform

to advice, committees are to be governed in

the distribution of the intended liberality by

prudence and discretion.

Those needing relief should not hesitate, but

should promptly make their necessities known

to this committee.

WILLS.

Friends are advised to make their wills in

time of health, to renew them as often as

occasion may require, and to dispose of their
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property accordin^^- to the requirements of

justice, laying aside all resentments, lest wrong

may be done. They should, as a matter of

prudence, consult some of their judicious

friends as to the disposition of their estates.

As much depends on executors and guard-

ians in the confidential trusts committed to

them, not only in reference to the care and

disposition of property, but also as to the ed-

ucation and welfare of minor children, Friends

should exercise sound discretion in choosing

them.

Those employed to draft wills should be of

good judgment in such matters, and have com-

petent legal knowledge both of the subject

and of language to express it clearly. Wills

should empower the executors to submit all

matters in dispute relative to the estate, to

arbitration.

Friends are advised, if they propose to make

a donation for any charitable, benevolent or

other public purpose, to do so during life, that

their intentions may be carried out as they

desire.
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Monthly Meetings are annually to appoint

a committee, of whom one or more should be

from each Preparative Meeting (if there be

more than one), to collect the accounts of

deaths of its members, which accounts are to

be handed promptly to the Recorder. They

shall have charge of burial grounds, see that

they are kept in order, and, if practicable, at-

tend the funerals of all who are buried therein.

A permit from this committee, designating

the space to be occupied, is required before an

interment can take place in grounds belonging

to the meeting.

There should be two accurate plots, desig-

nating by number each burial space in the

ground, one to be in the care of the commit-

tee, and the other to be given to the sexton

regularly employed by it. They shall enter,

in its proper place on their respective plots,
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the name of the person buried, and report

promptly the name, date and number of space

to the Recorder.

Friends are advised to avoid extravagance

in the burial of the dead, and none should be

permitted to bury in the grounds belonging to

the Society who are not content with our plain

and solemn order.

MEMORIALS.

The commemoration of the lives of the

righteous may prove an incentive to the living

to emulate their virtues. Should a Monthly

Meeting, believing that it would be profitable,

prepare a memorial concerning one of its de-

ceased members, it should be sent to the Quar-

terly Meeting, and if approved by it, for-

warded with a minute of endorsement to the

Representative committee for its inspection,

and correction if necessary, and if approved,

forwarded to the Yearly Meeting.
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The Monthly, through the Quarterly, should

furnish the Yearly Meeting with the names,

date of decease, and late residence of all min-

isters who have died within the year.

AMENDMENT OF DISCIPLINE.

All proposals for amendment or revision of

Discipline shall be considered by a joint com-

mittee of men and women Friends in each

meeting to which they shall be submitted, but

they shall not become operative until approved

and adopted by the Yearly Meeting, which

shall thereupon notify those meetings sub-

ordinate to it of such amendment or revision.

Said proposals may originate in any meeting

for Discipline, but if in a subordinate Meeting

they shall be forwarded when approved to

each successive superior meeting.
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Extract from the tvill of Allan Fawcett, deceased

:

" Item 3. I give and devise to the Society of Friends

(sometimes called Hicksites), holding their Yearly Meet-

ing at "Waynesville, Ohio, and at Richmond, Indiana, One

Thousand Dollars, to be paid out of my estate, for such

charitable purposes as the said Yearly meetings in their

wisdom may think best."

Executed 5th Month 29, 18G2. Admitted to record in

Clinton county, Ohio, 6th Month 16, 1862.

Extractfrom the will of Jason Evam, deceased:

" Item 4. I give and bequeath to the Indiana Yearly

Meeting of Friends that is held alternately at Richmond,

Indiana, and AVaynesville, Ohio, of which Aaron Wright,

of Springboro, is clerk, the sum of five thousand dollars,

to be placed in the hands of three trustees appointed by

said Meeting, and by them invested or loaned on interest,

the amount of interest or income received to be reported

annually to said Yearly Meeting and by it apportioned

among the Quarterly Meetings, and the said Quarterly

Meetings to be instructed to apportion said amount

among their respective Monthly Meetings, to be used for

the benefit of the poor among their members.
" It is my desire that Friends, in making the distribu-

tion of the funds may have a due regard for the circum-

stances of Friends in the several meetings."

Executed 3d Month 20th, 1874. Admitted to record in

Hamilton county, Ohio, 3d Month 16th, 1876.
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Section 6385 Reiused Statutes of Ohio:

" It shall be lawful for any ordained minister of any

religious society or congregation within this State, who
has or may hereafter obtain a license for that purpose, as

hereinafter provided, or for any justice of the peace in

his county, or for the mayor of any city or incorporated

village in any county in which such city or village may
wholly or partly lie, or for the several religious societies,

agreeably to the rules and regidations of their respective churches,

to join together as husband and wife all persons not pro-

hibited by law." [April 5, 1891.]

Section 6389 Rerised Statutes of Ohio:

"Previous to persons being joined in marriage, notice

thereof shall be published (in the presence of the con-

gregation), on two difierent days of public worship; the

first publication to be at least ten days previous to such

marriage, within the county where the female resides

;

or a license shall be obtained for that purpose from the

probate judge in the county where such female may
reside."

Section 6391 Rerised Statutes of Ohio:

" A certificate of every marriage hereafter solemnized,

whether authorized by publication of bans in the congre-

gation or by license issued by a probate judge, or after

notice given to the congregation signed l)y the justice»

mayor or minister solemnizing the same, or clerk of the

Monthhi Meeting, shall be transmitted to the probate judge

in the county wherein the marriage license was issued,

or the congregation wherein said bans were published is

situated, or marriage was celebrated, within three months
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thereafter, and recorded by said probate judge; every

justice, mayor or minister, or clerk of the Monthly Meet-

ing failing to transmit such certificate to the probate

judge in due time shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars, and

if the probate judge shall neglect to make such record

he shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars to and for the use of

the county." [April 5. 1SS9.]

Section 4200 Renxed Sfatiif('!< of Ohio:

" No estate in fee simple, fee tail, or any lesser estate,

in lands or tenements, lying within this State, shall be

given or granted, by deed or will, to any person or per-

sons but such as are in being, or to the immediate issue

or descendants of such as are in being at the time of

making such deed or will ; and all estates given in tail shall

be and remain an absolute estate in fee simple to the

issue of the first donee in tail."

Indiana Rerised Statnti's, 18<S1

:

Section 5326. Marriages may be solemnized by min-

isters of the Gospel and priests of any church throughout

the State, judges of courts of record and justices of the

peace within their resiiective counties, and by the Society

of Friends, and German Baptists, according to the rules

of their societies. Proridrd, That no marriage, legal in

other respects, shall be void on account of the incapacity

of the person solemnizing the same."

" Sec. 5-^27. Before any person, except members of the

Society of Friends, shall be joined in marriage they shall

produce a license from the clerk of the Circuit Court of

the county in which the female resides, directed to any
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person empowered by law to f^olenmize marriages, and

authorizing him to join together the j^ersons therein

named as husband and wife."

"Sec. 5830. No marriage shall be void or voidable for

want of license or other formality required bj' law, if

either of the parties thereto believed it to be a legal mar-

riage at the time."

ERRATA.

Page 37, sixth line, the words " life " and " power "

should have been printed with capitals.

Page 47, third line of second query, for •' so to live
"

read " to so live."

Page 79, third line from the last, omit the word " the."
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