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Ministers were left in a minority of seven. Three ad-
verse divisions followed in quick succession on the Irish
Church. First came a resolution proposed by Lord
John Russell, ¢that the House do resolve itself into a
Committee of the whole House to consider the tempo-
ralities of the Church of Ireland,” which was carried by
809 to 302. On April 6, another division was taken on
the same subject, and Ministers found themselves in a
‘minority of 25. On the following day the minority was
increased to 27, and on the 8th the Duke of Wellington
in the Lords, and Sir Robert Peel in the Commons,
announced the resignation of the Ministry.

Ten days later the second Melbourne administration
was complete. It may be convenient to give a list of
the Ministry in this place: —

First Lord of the Treasury . Viscount Melbourne.

President of the Council . Marquis of Lansdowne.

Privy Seal . . Lord Duncannon.

Chaneellor of the Exchequer . Mr. Spring Rice.

Home Secretary . Lord John Russell.

Foreign Secreta.ry . . Lord Palmerston.

Colonial Secretary . . . Mr. Charles Grant ; afterwards
(May 1835) Lord Glenelg.

Admiralty . . . . Lord Auckland.

Board of Control . . . Sir John Cam Hobhouse.

Secretary at War . . . Lord Howick.

Board of Trade . . . Mr. Poulett Thomson ; after-
wards (1840) Lord Syden-
ham.

Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster . . . Lord Holland.

The Great Seal was in Commission until January 19,
1836, when Pepys became Chancellor with the title of
Lord Cottenham, the reasons for which unusual step
were in the first place the King’s dislike to Brougham,
and in the second, Brougham’s own impracticable tem-
per and determination to domineer over his friends and
colleagues, which made him, to use Lord Melbourne’s
phrase, ¢ impossible.’
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Dedication 9

in the House of Commons by a majority of
twenty-six, Lord Melbourne still clings to his
mulish and ungenerative position of place without
power; and with a degree of modest frankness
and constitutional propriety equally admirable,
pledges himself before his country, that, as long
as he is supported by a majority of the House of
Commons, he will remain Minister. I apprehend
the ratification of a Ministry is as necessary by
one House of Parliament as by the other ; but I
stop not to discuss this. The choice of Ministers
was once entrusted to a different authority than
that of either Lords or Commons. But this
is an old almanack; and I leave Lord Viscount
Melbourne to shake its dust off at his next inter-
view with his projected Doge of Windsor.

RUNNYMEDE.
July 27, 1836.
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tary for Foreign Affairs,! in his mimetic sym-
pathy with French manners and intimate ac-
quaintance with French character, is scarcely
inferior to the late ingenious Charles Mathews.
That general adapter from the Spanish, Lord
Holland, gives you all the advantage, in the
affairs of the Peninsula, of his early studies of
Lope de Vega, and, indeed, with his skilful assis-
tance you appear, by all accounts, to have woven
a plot absurd and complicated enough even for
the grave humour of Madrid or the gay fancy
of Seville. TFor yourself is still reserved a
monopoly of your peculiar talent, and doubtless
on February 4 you will open your House with
an introductory composition worthy of your pre-
vious reputation.

I remember some years ago listening to one
of these elegant productions from the practised
pen of the present Prime Minister of Great
Britain, if not of Ireland. I think it was on
that occasion that you annunciated. to your
audience the great moral discovery that the
characteristic of the public mind of the present

day was _
A taste for evil.

Our taste for evil does not seem to be on the
wane, since it has permitted this great empire to

I Lord Palmerston.
C






Biscounf Welbourne 1

the Tuileries has even had the airy audacity to
refuse its co-operation in that very treaty in
which its promises alone involved you ; and
that, while the British Minister can with ex-
treme difficulty obtain an audience at St. Peters-
burg, the Ambassador of France passes with a
polite smile of gay recognition the luckless .
representative of William IV., who is lounging
in an ante-chamber in the enjoyment of an in-
dolence which even your Lordship might envy.
It will announce to. us, that in our colonial
empire the most important results may speedily
be anticipated from the discreet selection of
Lord Auckland as a successor to our Clives and
our Hastings;! that the progressive improve-
ment of the French in the manufacture of
beet-root may compensate for the approaching
destruction of our West Indian plantations ;
and that, although Canada is not yet indepen-
dent, the final triumph of liberal principles,
under the immediate patronage of the Govern-
ment, may eventually console us for the loss

1 George Eden, second Earl of Auckland, born 1784, suc-
ceeded to the title May, 1811 ; President of the Board of Trade
and Master of the Mint, with a seat in the Cabinet of Earl
Groy, 1830. First Lord of the Admiralty in 1834 and made
Governor-General of India in 1835. His administration of
India was chiefly memorable for the disastrous Afghan war of
1838. Lord Auckland’s services were rewarded with an Earl-
dom in 1839.

c2
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And this is the Cabinet that controls the
destinies of a far vaster population than owned
the sway of Rome in the palmiest hour of its
imperial fame! Scarron or Butler should cele-
brate its political freaks, and the shifting expe-
dients of its ignoble statecraft. But while I
watch you in your ludicrous councils, ar awful
shade rises from behind the chair of my Lord
President. Slaves! it is your master; it is
Eblis with Captain Rock’s bloody cap shadow-
ing his atrocious countenance. In one hand he
waves a torch, and in the other clutches a skull.
He gazes on his victims with a leer of fiendish
trinmph. Contemptible as you are, it is this
dark connection! that involves your fate with
even an epic dignity, and makes the impending
story of your retributive fortunes assume almost
a Dantesque sublimity.

January 18, 1836.

! The Lichfield House compact.



LETTER II.

~

TO

SIR JOHN CAMPBELL

January 19, 1836






LETTER II.

[¢Plain John Campbell’ is perhaps the pleasantest
figure in the crowd of mediocrities who came to the
front after the passage of the Reform Bill of 1832.
He was a Scotchman of the best type—shrewd, con-
scientious, and of unflagging industry. So much did
this last quality impress his contemporaries that it is
told of two of the most distinguished of them that
meeting in Court on the day of his euthanasia—for
surely no man ever had a happier ending to his life---
one said to the other, ¢So poor Campbell’s gone!
Well, we shall meet him at the Day of Judgment.
¢ Yes,’ replied the other, ‘and you may take your affi-
davit that he will be offering to assist the business of
the Court by taking the short causes.’” In the cata-
clysm of 1835 bhe gave great offence by accepting the
post of Attorney-General, which he probably did be-
cause, with the proverbial shrewdness of his nation, he
foresaw the speedy downfall of Lord Melbourne’s
second administration, and did not care to relinquish
a very lucrative practice at the bar for the barren
honour of a chancellorship which might be brought to
an end at any moment and leave him stranded in the
Upper House with a pension, it is true, but without any
chance of that work which we may fairly believe was
dearer to him than its pecuniary rewards. He had held
the post of Attorney-Geveral in the first Melbourne ad-
ministration, with a somewhat inexplicable understand-
ing that he was not to expect to succeed as a matter of
right to any vacancy in the Courts (‘Greville,” vol. iii.






























LETTER IIT.

TO

MR. THOMAS ATTWOOD, M.P.

January 21, 1836
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plundering factions and mercenary demagogues,
they will recognise, with a grateful loyalty, the
venerable cause of their welfare in the august
fabric of their ancient constitution. /

January 21. 1336.



LETTER IV.

TO

- LORD BROUGHAM

January 23, 1836
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For your Lordship has a genius ; good or bad,
it marks you out from the slaves who crouch to
an O’Connell and insult a Brougham. Napoleon
marched from Elba. You, too, may have your
hundred days. What though they think you
are dying—what though your health is quaffed
in ironical bumpers in the craven secresy of
their political orgies—what if, after all, throw-
ing Brodie on one side and your Teutonic
studies on the other, your spectre appear in the
House of Lords on February 4! Conceive the
confusion! I can see the unaccustomed robes
tremble on the dignified form of the lordly
Cottenham, and his spick and span coronet fall
from the obstetric brow of the baronial Bicker-
steth,! Lansdowne taking refuge in philosophical
silence, and Melbourne gulping courage in the
goblets of Sion ! 2

January 23, 1836.
! Bickersteth (Henry, Lord Langdale) was the son of a

¢ general practitioner.’
2 Sion House; the seat of the Duke of Northumberland.
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TO

SIR ROBERT PEEL

January 26, 1836
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people, rescue our National Church, which our
opponents hate, our venerable constitution at
which they scoff; but above all rescue that
mighty body of which all these great classes and
institutions are but some of the constituent and
essential parts—rescue the nation.

January 26, 1838.



LETTER VI

TO

THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER

January 28, 1836
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entrust to your charge and instruction a class of
beings who, in their accomplishments and inde-
fatigableness, alike in their physical and moral

qualities, not a little resemble you—the INDUs-
TRIOUS FLEAS.

January 28, 1836.
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. worship of two sleek and loilg-tailed rats ; and
. then leams, with amazement, that the Lord Chan-

cellor of this great land is an onion or a cheese.
Towering above all, and resting on a lurid shrine

.bedewed with blood and encircled with flame, -
, with distended jaws and colossal tail, is the grim

+ figure of the O’Connell crocodile. But, my Lord,

_how thunderstruck must be our visitor when he

is-told to recognise a Secretary of State in an in-
finitely small scarabeeus ;—yes, my Lord, when
he learns that yew are the leader of the English
House of Comihons, olir traveller may begin
to comprehend how the Egyptians worshipped—
AN INsEcT.

January 30, 1836.
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LETTER VIII.

To The People.

This is the first direct address that has ever
been made to the real people of England. For
the last few years, a gang of scribblers, in the
pay of a desperate faction, have cloaked every
incendiary appeal that they have vomited forth
to any section of your numbers, however slight,
or however opposed to the honour and happiness
of the nation, by elevating the object of their
solicitude into that imposing aggregate, the
people. Thus have they played, for their
ulterior purposes, dissenting sects against the
National Church, manufacturing towns against
agricultural districts, the House of Commons
against the House of Lords, new burgesses
against ancient freemen, and finally, the Papists
against the Protestants. With scarcely an
exception, you may invariably observe, that in
advocating the cause of ‘the people’ these
writers have ever stimulated the anti-national
passions of the minority. But, in addressing






The People | 111

your hopes and entrusting your confidence ?
Lucian once amused the ancients with an
auction of their gods. Let us see what Mr.
George Robins might think of an auction of
your Ministers. The catalogue may soon bhe
run over.

A Prime Minister in an easy-chair, reading
a French novel. What think you of that lot ?
Three Secretaries of State, one odious, another -
contemptible, the third both.! They have their
price, yet I would not be their purchaser. A
new Lord Chancellor,? like a new cheese, crude
and flavourless: second-rate as a lawyer, as a
statesman a nonentity, bought in by his own
party from sheer necessity. A President of the
India Board,® recovering from the silence of
years imposed upon him by Canning, by the
inspiration of that eloquent man’s chair which
he now fills. As we are still a naval nation,
our First Lord of the Admiralty should be
worth something ; but, unfortunately, nobody
knows his name.* The President of the Council *
has always indicated a tendency to join any

! Palmerston, Foreign Secretary; Glenelg, Colonial Secre-
“tary ; and Russell, Home Secretary.

2 Pepys, Lord Cottenham.

3 Sir John Cam Hobhouse.

4 Lord Minto.

5 Marquis of Lansdowne.
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thing which is established comes under his ban,
hecause everything which is established is an
obstacle to the purpose for which he is paid—
the destruction of everything which is ENgLIsH. /

February 2, 1836.
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AN AN AN A

TO
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February 6, 1836






LETTER IX.

" [Lord Stanley (afterwards Lord Derby), having
retired from the Ministry of Earl Grey when that
Government went to pieces on the question of redistri-
buting the property of the Irish Church, speedily took
up an attitude of direct hostility to his former colleagues
and allied himself with Peel, sitting with him on the
front Opposition bench during the second Melbourne
administration. He, however, refused office under Sir
Robert Peel.]

To Lord Stanley.

My Lord,—The -classical historian of our
country ! said of your great ancestor that ¢the
Countess of Derby had the glory of being the
last person in the three kingdoms, and in all
their dependent dominions, who submitted to the
victorious rebels.’” Charlotte de la Trémouille*
was a woman who might have shamed the dege-
nerate men of the present day; but your Lord-
ship may claim, with a slight though significant
alteration, the eulogium of that illustrious

! Hume.
? .Countess of Derby, who stood the sieges of Lathom House
by Fairfax in 1644-5.
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oppose to these the acrid feebleness of a Russel
and the puerile common-place of a Howick.
Melbourne’s experienced energy, and Lansdowne’:
lucid perception !

February 6, 1836.



LETTER X.

TO

LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK

February 11, 1836
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and perhaps, ere the excitement of a session may
have passed, congenial Cheltenham will receive,
from mnow glorious Glasgow, the antiquated
Governor and the drivelling Nabob !

February 11, 1836,



LETTER XT.

T0

VISCOUNT PALMERSTON

February 22, 1836
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would justify the presence of a Richelieu, a
Pombal, or a Pitt. O my country! fortunate,
thrice fortunate England! with your destinies
at such a moment entrusted to the Lord Fanny
of diplomacy! Methinks I can see your Lord-
ship, the Sporus® of politics, cajoling France
with an airy compliment, and menacing Russia
with a perfumed cane! /

1 ‘What that thing of silk ?
Sporus that mere white curd of asses’ milk ?
Satire or sense, alas, can Sporus feel ?
‘Who breaks a butterfly upon the wheel ¥
Pope, on Lord Francis Hervey.

February 22, 1836.



LETTER XII.

ASNAANNNNNANN

TO

SIR JOHN HOBHOUSE

February 27, 1836
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an individual so circumstanced that he would
scarcely be entitled to indulge in such querulous
sensitiveness. He should be one who had him-
self published letters without the ratification of
his name, and then suppressed them ; he should
be one who had sat in trembling silence in the
House when he was dared to repeat the state-
ment which he had circulated by the press; he
should be one to whom it had been asserted in
his teeth, that he was € a liar and a scoundrel, and
only wanted courage to be an assassin.’ It does
not appear to me that such an individual could
complain with any justice of the frankness of
¢ Runnymede.’

February 27, 1836.



LETTER XTII.

TO

LORD GLENELG

March 12, 1836
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perched on the Pisgah height of a joint-stock
company, be transporting our fellow-countrymen
to the milk and honey of Australia, without
even the preparatory ceremony of a trial by
jury—let the exiles settle this great constitu-
tional question with the kangaroos. What if
Canada be in rebellion—let not the menacing
spectre of Papineau! or the suppliant shade of
the liberal Gosford? scare your Lordship’s
dreams. Slumber on without a pang, most
vigilant of Secretaries. I will stuff you a fresh
pillow with your unanswered letters, and insure
you a certain lullaby by reading to you one of
your own despatches.

March 12, 1836.

and for the discontent created by the working of the New Poor
Law.

! The leader of the democratic or French party in the
troubles of 1835-7.

? Lord Gosford ; appointed Governor of Canada on the
accession of the second Melbourne administration.
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TO

THE RIGHT HON. EDWARD ELLICE

March 20, 1836
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LETTER XV.
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TO

VISCOUNT MELBOURNE

Maroh 30, 1836
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LETTER XV.

To Viscount Melbourne.

My Lord,—I always experience peculiar
gratification in addressing your Lordship—your
Lordship is such a general favourite. I have
read somewhere of the best-natured man with
the worst-natured muse.’! I have always deemed
your Lordship the best-natured Minister with the °
worst-natured party. And really, if you have
sometimes so lost your temper—if for those
Epicurean shrugs of the shoulder, and »i! ad-
mirari smiles, which were once your winning
characteristics, you have occasionally of late
substituted a little of the Cambyses’ vein, and
demeaned yourself as if you were practising
¢ Pistol’ for the next private theatricals at Pans-
hanger—very extenuating circumstances may, J
think, be found in the heterogeneous and Hudi-
brastic elements of that party which Fate, in a
freak of fun, has called upon your Lordship to

! ¢The best good man with the worst-natured muse’

(Sackville, Lord Buckhurst).— Rochester.
0)
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the three glorious days, persecuted like other
great men for antlclpatlng their age, and at-
tempting to do that in 1830 the consummation
of which was reserved for 1835. My Lord,
buffoonery after a while wearies; put an end, I
beseech you, to the farce of your Government,
and, to save time, consent at once that you and
your colleagues should be substituted in their
stead. Nay, I wish not to be harsh ; my nature
is not vindictive. I would condemn you to no
severer solitude than the gardens of Hampton
Court, where you might saunter away the re-
ma.ining years of your now ludicrous existence,
sipping the last novel of Paul de Koclc while
lounging over a sun-dial.

March 30, 1836.



LETTER XVI.

TO

THE HOUSE OF LORDS

April 18, 1836
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as becomes you, rest assured that in this agony
of the Protestant cause and the British empire,
the English nation will not desert you. All par-
ties and all seets of Englishmen, in this fierce
and yet degrading struggle, must ultimately
rally round your House. My Lords, be bold, be
resolte, be still ¢ the pillars of the State.”

April 18, 1836,



LETTER XVII.

TO

THE HOUSE OF LORDS

April 23,1836
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time can alone prove, and Providence can alone
decide. But let us not forget that Heaven aids
those who aid themselves, and, firm in the faith
that nerved the arms of our triumphant fathers,
let us meet without fear that dark and awful
power, that strikes at once at the purity of our
domestic hearths and the splendour of our
imperial sway.

April 23, 1836,



LETTER XVIII.

TO

THE LORD CHANCELLOR

April 30, 1836
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Whigs have stirred up and made muddy even
the fountain of justice; for a moment an airy
bubble, glittering in the sunshine, floated on the
excited surface; but that brilliant bubble soon
burst and vanished, and a scum, thick and

obscure, now crests the once pure and tranquil
waters.

April 30, 1836.
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[In the following pages Lord Beaconsfield expounds
that theory of the English Constitution which he had
previously set forth in his pamphlet ¢ A Vindication of
the English Constitution in a Letter to a Noble and
Learned Lord.” The same theory is expounded in an-
other way in the three great novels, ¢ Coningsby,’ ¢ Sybil,’
and ¢ Tancred.” His contemporaries never seem to have
understood it, while his assailants of a later date appear
to have written and spoken concerning him in absolute
ignorance of his real political creed. The concluding
paragraph of the tract ought, in the minds of all candid
men, to disperse at once and for ever the innumerable
calumnies levelled at Lord Beaconsfield during and since
the Reform struggle of 1859-1867.]
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The Spirit of Whiggism 253

conduct; but they have only one object—the
establishment of an oligarchy in this free and
equal land. I do not wish this country to be
governed by a small knot of great families, and
therefore I oppose the Whigs. /
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time the Whigs bawl aloud that there is a
‘collision’! It is true there is a collision;
but it is not a collision between the Lords and
the people, but between the Ministers and the

Constitution.
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CHAPTER III.

Ir may be as well to remind the English nation .
that a revolutionary party is not necessarily a
liberal one, and that a republic is not indis-
pensably a democracy. Such is the disposition
of property in England, that were a republic to
be established here to-morrow, it would partake
rather of the oligarchical than of the aristo-
cratic character. 'We should be surprised to find
in how few families the power of the State was
concentrated. And although the framers of the
new commonwealth would be too crafty to base
it on any avowed and ostensible principle of
exclusion; but on the contrary would in all
probability ostentatiously inaugurate the novel
constitution by virtue of some abstract plea
about as definite and as prodigal of practical
effects as the rights of man or the sovereignty
of the people, nevertheless I should be astonished
were we not to find that the great mass of the
nation, as far as any share in the conduct of
public affairs was concerned, were as completely
shut out from the fruition and exercise of power
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own than the existing system, whose genius I
believe they entirely misapprehend. The mon-
archy of the Tories is more democratic than the
Republic of the Whigs. It appeals with a
keener sympathy to the passions of the millions;
it studies their interest with a more compre-
hensive solicitude. Admitting for a moment
that I have mistaken the genius of the English
constitution, what chance, if our institutions be
overthrown, is there of substituting in theirstead
a more popular polity ? This hazard, both for
their own happiness and the honour of their
country, the English Radicals are bound to
calculate nicely. If they do not, they will find
themselves, too late, the tools of a selfish faction
or the slaves of a stern usurper.
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CHAPTER 1V.

A cmAPTER on the English constitution is a
natural episode on the spirit of Whiggism. There
is this connection between the subjects—that
the spirit of Whiggism is hostile to the English —
‘constitution.) No political institutions ever yet
flourished which have been more the topic of
discussion among writers of all countries and all
parties than our famous establishment of ¢ King,
Lords, and Commons ;’ and no institutions ever
yet flourished, of which the character has been
more misrepresented and more misconceived. One
fact alone will illustrate the profound ignorance
and the perplexed ideas. The present Whig
leader of the House of Commons, a member of
a family who pique themselves on their consti-
tutional reputation, an author who has even
written an elaborate treatise on our polity, in
one of his speeches, delivered only so late as the
last session of Parliament, declared his desire
and determination to uphold the present settle-
ment of the ‘three estates of the realm, viz.—
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It is quite impossible that a whole people can
be a branch of a legislature. If a whole people
have the power of making laws, it is folly to
suppose that they will allow an assembly of 300
or 400 individuals, or a solitary being on a throne,
to thwart their sovereign will and pleasure. But
I deny that a people can govern itself. Self-
government is a contradiction in terms. What-
ever form a government may assume, power must
be exercised by a minority of numbers. I shall,
perhaps, be reminded of the ancient republics.
I answer, that the ancient republics were as
aristocratic communities as any that flourished
in the middle ages. The Demos of Athens was
an oligarchy living upon slaves. There is a
great slave population even in the United States,
if a society of yesterday is to illustrate an argu-
‘ment on our ancient civilisation.

But it is useless to argue the question ab-
stractedly. The phrase ‘the people’ is sheer
nonsense. It is not a political term. It is a
phrase of natural history. A peopleis a species;
a civilised community is a nation. Now, a nation
is a work of art and a work of time. A nation
is gradually created by a variety of influences
—the influence of original organisation, of
climate, soil, religion, laws, customs, manners,
extraordinary accidents and incidents in their
history, and the individual character of their
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illustrious citizens. These influences create the
nation—these form the mnational mind, and pro-
duce in the course of centuries a high degree of
civilisation. If you destroy the political insti-
tutions which these influences have called into
force, and which are the machinery by which
they constantly act, you destroy the nation. The
nation, in a state of anarchy and dissolution,
then becomes a people; and after experiencing
all the consequent misery, like a company of bees
spoiled of their queen and rifled of their hive,
they set to again and establish themselves into
a society.

Although all society is artificial, the most
artificial society in the world is unquestionably
the English nation. Our insular situation and
our foreign empire, our immense accumulated
wealth and our industrious character, our pecu-
liar religious state, which secures alike orthodoxy
and toleration, our church and our sects, our
agriculture and our manufactures, our military
services, our statute law, and supplementary
equity, our adventurous commerce, landed tenure,
and unprecedented system of credit, form, among
many others, such a variety of interests, and
apparently so conflicting, that I do not think
even the Abbé Sieyés himself could devise a
~ scheme by which this nation could be absolutely
and definitely represented.
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our two Houses of Parliament—the most illus-
trious assemblies since the Roman Senate and
Grecian Areopagus; mneither of them is the
‘House of the People,’ but both alike represent
the ¢ Nation.’
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aristocratic constitution resting on such a basis,
where the legislative, and even the executive
office may be obtained by every subject of the
realm, is, in fact, a noble democracy ? The English
constitution, faithful to the national character,
secures to all the enjoyment of property and the
delights of freedom. Its honours are a per-
petual reward of industry; every Englishman is
toiling to obtain them; and this is the consti-
tution to which every Englishman will always be
devoted, except he is a Whig. /

In the next Chapter I shall discuss the second
proposition.
















€he Spirit of Hhiggrsm

spirit. They kave alveady snoosadad In conurol-
ling the sovercize and in remodeliine the Honse
of Commons. They kave menaoad the Houwwe of
structed the Corporations. 1 shall tke the two
most comprehensive measures which they have
succeeded in carrying, and which were at the
time certainly very popular, and apparently of a
very democratic character,—their reform of the
House of Commons, and their reconstroction of
the municipal corporations. Let us see whether
these great measures have, in fact, increased the
democratic character of our constitution or not—
whether they veil an oligarchical project, or are,
in fact, popular concessions inevitably offered by
the Whigs in their oligarchical career.

The result of the Whig remodelling of the
order of the Commons has been this—that it has
placed the nomination of the Government in the
hands of the popish priesthood. Is that a great
advance of public intelligence and popular
liberty ? Are the parliamentary nominees of
M’Hale and Kehoe more germane to the feelings
of the English nation, more adapted to represent
their interests, than the parliamentary nominees
of a Howard or a Percy ? This papist majority,
again, is the superstructure of a basis formed by
some Scotch Presbyterians and some English
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with its unnatural preponderance, is a class
hostile to the institutions of the country, hostile
to the union of Church and State, hostile to the
House of Lords, to the constitutional power of
the Crown, to the existing system of provincial
judicature. It is, therefore, a class fit and
willing to support the Whigs in their favourite
scheme of centralisation, without which the
‘Whigs can never long maintain themselves in
power. Now, centralisation is the death-blow of
public freedom ; it is the citadel of the oligarchs,
from which, if once erected, it will be impossible
to dislodge them. ’
But can that party be aiming at centralised
government which has reformed the municipal
corporations ? . We will see. The reform of the
municipal corporations of England is a covert
-attack on the authority of the English gentry,—
that great body which perhaps forms the most
substantial existing obstacle to the perpetuation
of Whiggism in power. By this democratic Act
the county magistrate is driven from the towns
where he before exercised a just influence, while
an elective magistrate from the towns jostles him
on the bench at quarter sessions, and presents in
his peculiar position an anomaly in the constitu-
tion of the bench, flattering to the passions, how-
ever fatal to the interests, of the giddy million.
Here is a lever to raise the question of county
U
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over the minds of their townsmen; they have
only their modish charters to appeal to, and the
newly engrossed letter of the law. They have
no great endowments of whose public benefits
they are the official distributors; they do not
stand on the vantage-ground on which we recog-
nise the trustees of the public interests; they
neither administer to the soul nor the body ;
they neither feed the poor nor educate the
young ; they have no hold on the national mind ;
they have not sprung from the national cha-
racter; they were born by faction, and they
will live by faction. Such bodies must speedily
become corrupt ; they will ultimately be found
dangerous instruments in the hands of a faction.
The members of the country corporations will
play the game of a London party, to secure
their factitious local importance and obtain the
consequent results of their opportune services.

I think I have now established the two
propositions with which I commenced my last
chapter: and I will close this concluding one of
the ‘Spirit of Whiggism’ with their recapitula-
tion, and the inferences which I draw from them.
If there be a slight probability of ever establish-
ing in this country a more democratic govern-
ment than the English constitution, it will be
as well, I conceive, for those who love their
rights, to maintain that constitution ; and if the







