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CIRCULAR OF CONDITIONS 

New York to San Francisco 
Power Boat Race 

Sanctioned by the Ameri can Pow er Boat Association as the " Long 
Distance Cruiser Championship of America. " 

Und er the management of the California Section of the American 
Power Boat Association, togeth er with an Eastern Committee of the 
American Power Boat Association. 

D ate of Start- October 1, 1915. 

Starting Point- Atlantic Yacht Club, Sea Gate, N. Y . 

Finishing Point- Y acht Harbor, P ana t'na-Pacific Interna tional Ex
position, San Francisco, Cal. 

Chart of' Course appended. 

MOTOR BOAT EXECUTIVE COl\Il\IITTEE 

P ANAl\IA-PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION 

J. A. McGREGOR. 
DANIELL. PRATT 

I. H. CORY C. H . CROCKER 
LT. COMD. C. H. WOODWARD, U. S. N. 
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WESTERN COMMITTEE 

I. II. Co RY ..... ..... ...... . Chairman, Califomia Sect ion A. P . B. A. 

F. M. GARDEN . . ... ... .. . . .. Secretary, Cali forn ia Section A . P. B. A. 

H . L. BU!n .. ESON ..... . ..... Chairman , Regatta Committee, A. P. B. A. 

F. M. Rl'l'TIGSTEJN . ... . . . ... Secretary. Regatta Comm ittee. A. P. B. A. 

EASTERN COMMITTEE 

F. F. CH.\PM.\N .. . ... Represen t ing Hudson River Section , A. P. B. A. 

E . C. HEADLEY ...... Representin g D ela \Yare River Section , A. P. B. A . 

Dn. J. \¥M. H uGHES .... Representing South .Jersey Sect ion, A. P . B. A. 

R. B. CL.\ RK, Secretnry Racing Commiss ion 

Tnos. D. BowEs, l\1. E. , Chair·man, 822 Lafayette B ldg. , P hiladelphia, Pa. 

The \¥ estern Committee is in charge of genera l ar:-rangements for 

prizes, detai ls of stopping places on the W est Coast and fin ish . 

T he Eastern Comm ittee is in charge of general arrangements for 

condit ions of race, deta ils of stoppin g places on t he Enst Coast , start, 

inspection , etc. 

MEASURERS 

l\IR .. DAVJD \¥. DICKIE .. ..... . ... . .. . ... Ass istan t Measmer A. P . B . A. 

l\IR. ALFRED A. E ICHLER ... .. . . . .. ... .. . Assistant Meas ur er A. P . B. A. 

TIMERS 

l\IH. 'l'HO~L\ S D. BowEs .... .. .............. . .... .. ..... C:F'or Start) 

l\IR. F 1~.\NK )J. R ITT IGS'l'EJN ... .. . ..... . .. .. . .. .. ... ... (For F inish ) 

SURVEYOR OF COURSE 

UNI'I'ED ST.\TES HYDROGR.\PHIC OFFICE 

JUDGES AT FINISH 

:JfR. c. vVJLL,\Ro Ev.\Ns )fR. EMrL STAUF 1\IR. CL.\RKsoN SwArN 
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FOREWORD 

The Panama-Pacific International Exposition '' Long Distance Cruiser 

Championship Race,'' for prizes amounting to $10,000, which will start 

from the Atlantic Ya cht Club, Sea Gate, X. Y. , on October 1, 1915, 

finishing at the P anama-Pacific International Exposition grounds, is to 

be the most important event in the entire history of power boat racing. 

Nowhere else in th e world has this gr eat sport r eceived the sup

port and encouragement that it has in th e United States; and it is 

peculiarly fitting that t he greatest of all \Vorld Expositions should 

tand sponsor for this race over th e lon gest course ever laid clown, 

})assing as it does through t he great, new waterway dividing the con

tinents, t he successful completion of ·which t he Exposition so 

.adequately celebrates. 

'l'he predecessors of t his race ( the '' Ocean Race'' from New York 

to Marblehead, Mass. , in 1905; t he " B ermuda Race" and t he P hila

·delphi a to H avana Race, besides numerous other shorter deep-water 

races ) have demonstrated the practical worth and safety of power 

-cruisers . Th e New York to San Francisco Race will fur·tlt er demon-
trate the immense improvement mad e in des ign , power and comfort 

of equipment that has mad e long-distan ce contests f easible and 

pleasurable. 

In this race th e personal equation will fig ure largely. Skill in th e 

use of the compass, dead r eckoning and chart work ar e bound to 

balan ce mer e speed in a contest of this length and character. The 

detai ls. have been prepared by men w ho are thoroughly co mpetent to 

do tl1is work by r eason of personal experience in long-distance racing, 

all of wh om have offi ciated · in various capacities in similar previou 

events. Particular attention will be paid to th e constru ction and 

equipment of eac h boat, and no boat will be perm itted to start if in 

t he opinion of th e Committee sh e is not seaworthy and able in every 

part icular. Th e r equirements will demand that each boat be in 

-charge of an experi enced master and eogineel', with capable subor

d inate assistants. 

'rh e safety of th e course has been car efully looked into. Ther e 

is n o part of th e tr ip whi ch could be called perilous for a modern , 
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well-equipped power-boat. In this conn ection th e significant fact 

may be stated that from the earliest clays to the present time th ere 

has n ever been a loss of life in an event of this character. The 

greatest part of th e entire course is laid alongshore and the stretches 

whi ch leav e th e beach are in the track of the numerous fruit steamers 

and other coa twise traffic. 

'l'he course is so planned that in no case is th e distance bebYeen 

controls, wh ere stops are mad e, greater than has already been success

fully negotiated as a non-stop competitive run by simila r sized and 

equipped craft. The longest leg in th e present race is 1,070 sea miles, 

while the Philadelphia to Havana Race was 1130 sea mil es in length. 

The course runs from New York clown the At I antic seaboard to 

Charleston , S. C., and th ence around the Florida K eys to Key \¥est. 

From K ey \Vest it rounds th e western end of Cuba and on through 

th e Caribbean Sea to Cristobal (Colon ) . Through th e Panama Canal 

to Balboa (Panama) the course is laid over what is probably the most 

inter esting piece of country on th e face of th e globe at the present 

time. F1·om Balboa northward to Corinto, N icaragua, to Salin a Cruz, 

1\Iexico, to 1\Jazatlan , :i\Iexico, and to San P edro , California, brings 

the contestants back to the United States. 

From San P edro the racers will have a continuous o:vation all the 

way up th e coast of California, consummating in the glorious r ecep

tion that is planned for t hem as t hey come in through th~e Golden 

Gate to the Ya cht Harbor on t he Exposition Ground s, where hun

dreds of thousands of people from all parts of t he world will be 

gathered to witness th e finish of th e race. 

The services of th e Un ited States Hydrographic Offi ce, th e Navy 

Department, the State Department and the United States Bureau of 

Steam Boat Inspection will all be employed in th e arranging of th e 

details of the race. 'l'h e valuable assistance of th ese departments in 

past events is evid ence of th e importan ce of th eir services in th e 

present race. 

Complete information will be provided for th e contestants 

as to th e anchorages, controls, supply stations.. etc., at points 

until all boats have r eported and check ed out. One hundred and 

ninety-two hours ' stop en route is r equired, to be divid ed according 

to the desire of each contestant, t hus allowing an average stop of 

twenty-seven and one-half hours at each port exclusive of Panama. 
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An additional forty-eight hours mu st be taken from the time each 

boat leaves Colon until it leav es Panama. rrhis provides for a very 

leisurely canal passage or a long r est at Panama (Balboa) . The 

total of the stops allowed amounts to ten days, and this time will be 

credited to each contestant fini shin g, provided his checking cards 

have been duly stamped by the proper offlcials at each stopping place. 

Any additional stops ar e mad e at th e contestant 's discretion and will 

not be cr edited. 
All communications should be a<'ldressecl to Thomas D. Bowes, 

Chairman, No. 822 Lafayette Building, Philadelphia, P a. 

ITINERARY 

Atlanti c Yacht Club, N. Y. to Charl eston , S. C . .. . .... . 627 miles 

Charl eston to K ey liVest , Fla . . ... . ... . . ... . ... .. .. .. . 5R8 " 
Key West to Cristobal, Panama ............ . . ....... . 1,070 " 
Cristobal to Balboa, Panama Canal Zon e ..... . . . . .. . . . . . :}'.:: 

Balboa to Corinto, Ni caragua .. . ......... . ... .. . . .. . . 683 u 

Corinto to Salina Cruz, l\Iexico .. . ... ... . .. ... . .... .. . 525 '" 
Salina Cruz to 1\'Iazatlan, Mexico .. .... . . . ... ... . . . .. . 877 " 
:J\Iazatlan to San P edro , Cal. ....... .. .... . .. .. . .. . .. . 1,002 

San P edro to San Francisco, Cal. ...... . . . .. . .. . ... . . . 358 " 

TOTAI1 DIS'l'ANCE IN SEA MILES ... .. .... .. 5,730 miles 

*This c1istau ce, 42 miles, not inclucl ecl in computin g handicaps. 

PRIZES 

The Panama-Pacific Internati onal Exposition has appropriated 

$10,000 in cash for pri zes for this race. $1,500 of this money will be 

reserved for purchasing trophi es commemorative of the race, which will 

be given each boat fini shing. The balan ce will be divided as follows: 

Th e first three boats fini shing will r eceive 50% , 30% and 20 % of the 

cash respectively. 

BOATS 

Th e ra ce is open to boats propelled by internal combustion motors 

(using eith er gasoline, kerosene or crud e oil as fuel ) and coming 

under the definit ion of cruisers as defin ed by the American Power 

Boat Association in their 1915 Year Book. 
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No competing boat shall be less thap 55 feet L.'vY.L. or more than 

100 feet, L.\iV.L. 

(The equipment required is enum erated later. ) Engines must be 

below deck or thoroughly housed in. 'l'he Committee r eserves the 

right to pass on any entry as to equipment, seaworthin ess, and 

general abili ty of th e boat and cr ew to perform a long passage in 

open ·water. 

RATING, ETC. 

Rating will be calculated, and time allowance figured under th e 

1915 ru les of th e Am erican Power Boat Association wit h horsepowee 

calculated according to t he following formula: 

AXNXSX R 
H . P.=-----

c 
A=area of on e piston in square inches. 
N =number of worldng p.istons. 
S =l ength of stroke in .inches. 
R =maximum nnmbm· of revolutions obta inable f r om motor und er racing concli

t iOll S. 1'he r evolution s to b e decla red by t he owner . 
0 =a constant, as follows: 

for 4-cycle gasolin e, 
fo r 2- cycle gasolin e, 
for 4- cycle D.i esel , 
for 2-cycle D iesel, 

0= 12,000 
0 = 9,000 
0= 9,600 
0 = 6,000 

The boats will start according to the handicaps figured as above, and 

the 1915 American Power Boat Association racing rules will apply 

wh ere n ot otherwise stat ecl by the Committee. 

FUEL 

Th e Committee assumes that tl1 e entr.:mts have a t horough knowl

edge of fu el needed to make t he various legs of the race, and th ere

fore does not specify any particular quantity. 

SAILS 

Each boat must be equipp ed with suitable spars and riggin g to 

carry sufficient sail to give her steerage way in a mod erate breeze . 

Th is sail can be spread in any shape, but m ust not exceed in square 

feet of area the square of th e loacl water lin e divid ed by 7.5 as a 

constant. 

STORES AND WATER 

Stores and water suffici ent for t hi rty clays for each man must be 

carried on leaving eaclJ port excepting Colon. 



CREW 

No boat will be aJlo" ·ed to start from any of th e ports of call wit ll 

f ewer t han eight men aboard . on e of ,.vhom shall be a practi ·al naYi

gator aocl on e of whom shall be a practical enginee r. 

EQUIPMENT 

Bach compet ing boat shall carry a.t leas.t one small boat and 

at least one life raft (as many mot·e as may be desired ) of sufficient 

ombinecl buoyancy to salve the whole crew, as prescribed by United 

States Bureau of Steamboat Tn ·pection. Each small boat carri ed 

shall be equipped with fr es iHmter casks and provend er as prescribed 

by th e United States Btueau of Steamboat Inspection. United States 

Government r equirements as to l ife-preservers and ot her appliances 

must be observed. Also each boat must carry at least two ring buoys 

conveni ently. located on deck At least one fir e ext inguisher of 

approved type to be carried in each compartm ent, and at least on e 

·On deck. Full set of navigating instmments, spare compasses, sea 

anchor, oil bags, chain cable, and suitable anchors, and at least one 

gallon of crud e petroleum or other oil sui table for oil bags. At least 

{)ne deck pump, of capacity as specifi ed by th e United States Bureau 

·of Steamboat Insp ection , must be carried. Emergency tiller and 

s uitable arrangements for fitting same. Assortment of spare engine 

parts and gear to the satisfaction of the Committee must be canied. 

J3oats must be rugged ly built to the satisfaction of the Committee, 

and must have perman ent rails, properly bolt ed to the decks. E lec tric 

lights only will be permitted in the engine-room or in compartments 

\Yh er e fu el is stored . The Comrnittee r ecommends but does not 

r equire th e installation of wireless telegraphy a pparatus. l\Iedicine 

chests as prescrib ed by th e Committee must be carried. 'l'b e intent 

of th e al.'love is to insure contestants being pr·operly equipped. The 

Committee r eserves the right to or<ler the addition to or r eplacement 

{)f :my gear considered by it as insufficient or clef ecti ve. 

TANKS 

Fu el f or engin e m ust be carri ed in at least t"·o distin ct tanks. 
Fuel for lighting or cookin g purposes must be carried in sepa ra te 
r eceptacles. Fresh " ·at er m.u ·L be carri ed in at least two separate 
tanks. All tanks to be perman ently viped, and securely fitt ed and 
f asten ed to t he hull of th e vessel to til e satisfaction of th e Committee. 
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MOTOR BOAT REGATTA 

'l'he :Motor Boat Regatta will be held in San Francisco Bay, 

October 16-31, 1915, both dates inclusive. 

Th e Exposition management has appropriated $2,500 for prizes 

and trophies to be a~warded durin g this r egatta. 

Th e principal races during th e regatta will be held on Saturday 

and Sunday of each week, weather permitting, as shown in the following 

program, but if sufficient entri es are received to warrant additional races 

in other classes not included in the program, such add itional r aces will 

be held during the regatta on dates to be decided later. 

Any races postponed on account of weather conditions will be held as 

soon after th e scheduled date as ~w eather permits. 

A chart of San 1:<-,rancisco Bay, showin g the racing course, IS 

appended . 



PROGRAM OF RACES 

MOTOR BOAT REGATTA 

FIRST DAY, OCTOBER 16 

10:00 a.m. First heat National Champ ionship .. . .. . .. . . ... ... .. ... . . 5 laps 

11:00 a. m. Fir st heat RH 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 2 " 
11:45 a. m. First heat Pacific Coast Champi onsb i p (Free fo r a ll ) .. ... . . . 5 " 
2:00p.m. First heat RH 4 . .. ..... ... . ...... .. ..... ........ ...... . 2 " 
3:00p.m. Scratch Race for Crui sers .... . .... . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . 3 " 

SECOND DAY, OCTOBER 17 

10:00 a. m. First heat Pacific Coast Championship (16-foot class ) . ..... 5 " 

11:00 a. m. First heat HD 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 " 

11:45 a.m. 

2:00p.m. 

3 :00p.m. 

First heat Intern a t ional Championshi p .. . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . 

HD 4 .. . .. .. . ... . .............................. . .. . ... . . 

Handicap Express Crui ser Race . ............ .. .... . ..... . . 

THIRD DAY, OCTOBER 23 

5 " 

2 " 

5 " 

10 :00 a.m. Seco.nd heat Pacific Coas t Champio nship (Free for al l) .. . . 5 '' 

11 :00 a. 1u. Second heat RH 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 " 

11:45 a.. m. 

2 :00p. m. 

3 :00p.m. 

Second heat National Championshi p 

Second heat RH 3 ..... 

Fisherman 's Race .... ........ .. ... .. . ............. .. .... . 

FOURTH DAY, OCTOBER 24 

10 :00 a.. m. Sec011d heat Interna tional Championshi p ..... ... . .. . .. . 

11:00 a. m. Secon d heat RD 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ..... . . . 

11:45 a. m. Second heat Paci fic Coast Championship (16-foot c lass ) . . .. . 

2:00p.m. Secon c1 heat RD 3 . ..... .. .. ... ... .. ... .. ..... . ....... . . . 

3 :00p.m. Handicap Cr ui ser Race . . . .. . .. ... . . . . .... . . ... . .. .. . . .. . . 

FIFTH DAY, OCTOBER 30 

5 " 
2 

2 " 

5 " 

2 " 

5 

2 " 
5 " 

10:00 a. 1n. Third heat P ac ific Coast Championshi p (16-foot c]nss ) . ... . . 5 " 

11:00 a . nl. Third heat RH 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 " 

11:45a.m. Third beat Pacific Coast Cha mpionshi p (Free for all ) .. . . . . 5 '' 

2 :00p.m. Third beat RH 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 '' 

3 :00p.m. Fisherman's Race 2 " 
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SIXTH DAY, OCTOB E R 31 

10:00 a .m. Third H eat Na t iona l Champion ship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 la ps 

11 :00 a. m. Third heat RD 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 " 

11:45 a. m. 

2 :00p.m. 

3 :00 p.m. 

Third heat I n ten wt ional Championshi p .... . ... . . . ... .... . 

Third h eat RD 4 . .... . .. . . . .. . . .. ... . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . 

Arbitra ry H a ndi cap Crui sers .... 

N OTE 1.- 0ne h t [ is 4. 54 nau tical m il es or 5.22 st a tu te mil es. 

5 " 

2 " 

N OTE 2.-Sta tu te mil e again st ti me may b e run at any t ime that will not inter 

f ere wit h scheduled races. 

DESCRIPTION OF CLASSES 

Race for t he International Championship- Free for all. No r estri c

tions as to hull or power . 

Race for the National Championshi p- Free for all. No r estrictions 

a to hull or pow er . 

Race for t he Championship of th e Pacific Coast- F1·ee for all. No 

r estrictions as to hull or power . 

Race for 16-foot Championshi p of the Pacifi c Coast- P . I. P . B. A . 

r estri ctions to apply. 

Race for the A. P. B. A. Restricted Class RII3-Restricted to boats 

16 f eet minimum length over all, minimum weight 1,400 pounds and 

maximum cylind er volume of 400 cubic in ch es fo r 4 cycles and 300 

cubic in ches for 2 cycles. 

Race for A. P. B. A . R,estricted Class RH4- Ilull limit ed to 14 feet 

over all, 1,000 pounds weight and 250 cubic in ches for 4 cycles and 200 

for 2 cycles. 

Race for A. P. B. A . Restricted Class RD3- I-Iulllimited to displace

ment boats only of not less than 20 f eet over all. a minimum weight of 

1,800 pounds and cylinder volume of 400 cubic in ches for 4 cycles and 

300 cubi c inches for 2 cycles. 

Ra ce for A. P. B. A. RD4 Class- Hull limited to displacement boats 

only, of minimum length of 16 f eet , minimum weight of 1,400 pounds 

and maximum cylin der volume of 250 cubic in ches fo e 4 cycles and 

200 cubic inches for 2 cycles. 

Race for th e Cruiser . Championship of the P acifi c Coast-Under 

A. P. B. A. measurement and handicap rules. Open to all . 

Information in regard to thi s r egatta and addition al entry forms 

may be obtained upon applicat ion addressed to th e Yachtin g Burea u, 

Panama-Pacifi c International Exposition , San Francisco, California. 
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ENTRY BLANK (NEW YORK TO SAN FRANCISCO RACE) 

Rastern Comittee, A. P. B. A. , 

Care of l\lr. Thos. Dowes, Chairman, 

822 J_Jnfayettr Building, Ph ilad elphia, Pa. 

G entlrmen : 

f hereby enter my power cruiser . . . . . ... . . .... . .... .... . . .. .. . 

for the New York to San Francisco race which is to start on 

October 1, 1915. I agree to comply with all t he requirements as set 

fo rth in the circular of conditions for th e race. I enclose her ewith 

certifi ed check for $100 as r equired. 

Narne .. . .......... . . .. ............... .... .. . .. ...... .... . 

Address . . .. .. . . . ... . ... . . . ............ .. ..... . .... . ... . 

Date . .. . . . . . ·· - · .. . ...... .... . . . ..... . 

--- - - ------------------ - - - ------ ~ ----------------- - ------- - -----------

ENTRY BLANK (MOTOR BOAT REGATTA) 

1\T otor Boat Regatta Committee, 

Yachting Bureau, 

Panama-Pacific International Exposition, 

San Francisco, Cal. 

1 hereby enter my power boat ..... . . . . .. . .............. .. .... . 

for the .... .. .... . . . . . ..... . .. . . .. . . . ... . ................... Race, 

to be held in San Francisco Bay during the Motor Boat Regatta, 

October 16 to 31, 1915. 

I agree to be bound by the American Power Boat Association 

Rules under which this race is to be held. 

Name ............... . .. . . . . .... .... .. .. .. . .......... . ... . 

Address . . ................ . . . . . ........................ . 

Date . . ... . .... . . ... .. ·· ·· ········ ·· ·· · 



-----------· 



-s. Po.-~~ SW...w (.)or""rj 

~GU'\. Fr~~'O'-o Mo.v,tn.-t. ~\\P 

~VID W. DICKIE 
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