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- Sermon without being authorifed vnder the--

“his great pains he tooke in the Sermon he -

" defire him to print his Sermon. And it is Or-

SEEHSIOERIITIE

Die Mercurii, 27 Martii, 16 44.
I T is this day ordered by the Commons;
-Affembled in Parliament, That Mafter
Bonp, and Mafter Nicorts. do from this
Howfe give Thanks unto Mafter Bonp, for -

preached this day at MaArRGRET WESTMIN-
SsTER atthe intreaty of this Houfe (it being-the
day of Publike Humiliation) And they are to..

dered that none prefumeto print or reprent his .

hand wrighting of the {aid Mafter Bons.

H_Elfynge Cler. Parl. D ..Com,

" Ido appoint Francis Eglesfeild
to Print my Sermon.

ffo/m Bond.

|
.
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ALVATION

IN A

MYSTERY:

> A PROSPECTIVE GLASSE
for ENcLANDs Cafe.

'As it was laid forth in a Sermon

preached at MARGARETS in Weftminfter,

before the Honourable Houfe of Commons,
at their monthly Faff, March 3 7.

1644
BY
Joun Bonbp,
B IL. late Le&urerin the City of Exceter,now
Preacher at the Savoy in Londos.

A Member of the Aflembly of Divines.
Publifhed by' Order of the Commons Houfe.

Exop.3.v.2.
The Wxﬁ burnedWith fire, and the Bufb Was not confumed.
Junec. 14.v. 14
Ot of the carer came forth meat, and ont of the ffrong came forth

[weetneffe.

LONDON,
Printed by L. N. fot Francis Eglesfeild, and are to be fold at the
" figoe of the Marygold in Pauls Church-yard. 1 6 4 4.
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THE HONOVRABLE
HOUSE OF,COMMONS
" NOW ASSEMBLED IN L

PARLIAMENT.

IR~ RFP AN

HoNOuRASLE WORTHIRS:
. NH AT Whick by your firft command, Was..

in part,profensed to yonr cares from rhe
Pulpit;us bere at your [econd cammand,
fully reprafmmrt: youw cpes from the
Puﬂl‘. It s« apicce, 1 dare [ayss raré-
and ufctull for the Plos and Subjc&,
Which are immediatly the Loxd: s it 4
: { plaine and homely in my file and me-
< : " ‘thod :. In the dreffe thereof | I thexght
it adwry to put off Ornaments ;. for alshongh it Was Preac d o
npow the yeerly day of the Kings Inaugmation, yer shat [eafa» March 27:
War alfo the Manthly day of she Kingdoms Humiliation; whes .,
you did endeavour to Weepe, Pray , and Faft for the Royall Fa-
mifie. whith othens. -(r«*b«er Oxford) 4id Drint:,flaff'
o : ,, © . pheme, .

N



]05.

42 5. hearing of t

- pheme, and Deba

- Majefly, o L
The fubjet of rhis fermon,is like the two Pillars which guided

wch fbemjélwt , té Sfhew _t‘kir Loyaltje ro His

(our sype ) Ifracl throngh she Wildernefle to €anaan by day,and

wights The one

was « Cloude, Which might well fignifie the

Lord hiding himfelfe ;- 7'he other of Fire, smporting hims to be
the Saviour of Ifrael even whilft be Was in that Clonde. o
There is much salke now a dqe; of new light , and that new
light as it és held forth by Jome, is yothing le(le then old dark-
nefle. Imay fafely promife you in this Trearife, at leaft, the
dawning of « light that is new Orthodoxe ana certaine: By
Which I have endavonred to begin the difcovery of & hiddenMine
of precions Providence ; though all my labours, have fcarcely
opencdthe uppermaft furface of the grownd. I fallleave the dcs

curate fearching

of the veynes to more able obfervérs, -

1 confe(fe that I did make an Effay npon bis very Text , in my
- native climate, before my banifbment ; but being plundered of

thefé {peculative

thoughts; and baving, fince that time ir Sfome

meafure experimented this text; [ conceive my (elfe bound ix
confcience to give yos fome meate out of my Eater.  Surely
thereisa wa

difference betweene hearing of the Lord by the
e eare and When our eyes have {eene him,

~®  May it pleafe youtherefore to travell oyer this unnfuall dif~
© cewrf¢ once againe; becamfe Myfteries commonly are not
underfood atthe fitlt perufall. 'Sure Iam ther mever any
‘Parlsament inEngland, bad gregter meed of Viatica than your
Jelves: You are made 4 Spectacle to Angelsand Men; eqind
beleeve it , yom are fet up, for the fall and rifing againe of many
inE '3land. The Lordbath et off all bridges bebind Jou(and

. blefe

be his name that they are cut off) An

noW,tegether with

Jom, all the Treafures of great Bricaine and Ireland are imbat-
qued : eAndaccording to yonr Fanding or falling s this greas -
Canfe,muft the prefent Generation and their Poflerities sn the .
three Kingdoms, begin the dates of their ,efp?tmgl] weal or ,Wn,; .

Mr, prre Reformation, or epess ngﬂ 5 fiqggzzimg Libegty, or ..
¢ e

" Nerman Slavery
S e

fertled Master: Nay,

1o

mnft noW be nia



to allwde to Caefars fpeech, you do now carry the whole Prote-
ftapt Caufe, withall its Forrunes. - - *
- For mine Gwne part, there is nothin g upon.ur_ftb 5 that doth
weore amaze mine intelle&nalls, then the prodigiousLethargic
thas doth fill reft upon the heads and hearts of curfed Newers,
and Proseftant Malignants in the Land , even noW when both
parties do abhor indifferency, and that the excreable Rebelsof
Iceland are broughs over :  But I might filence my [elfe in this
Quos perdece vult Jupiter, cos dementat. Swrely the Lord -
bath fmitten the generallity of the Land with madnefle and
. blindneffeand aftonithment of heart, as be threatned the Iews, Deuti28.28
Otherwife they .conldnever dreame of defending Parliaments
by MaletaQors, Property by Defperado’s, azd Proteltaniime
byIrith Rebels. AZay, we not far left the Spanifbiyer Itifh,or
other Forreigners , may beg toe Whole Land of the King , and
- obtaine it , alleadging that the Nasion, is not Compos
. mentig ? . : .
But my bope fball be, that after the Lord hathdeeply hum. - \
bled ws fox onsr old apd neW abominasions , and broken us ache _
didNebuchadnezzer, When be harh hewen usdowne,, cut off D% 4+ 14.
our branches, fhaken off our leaves, and feattered our fruits ; .
when be bath drivenus from men , and fuffered our hairesto Yetfs 35.
grow like Eagles teathers, aad our nayles like Birds clawes ; L
then at the end of the dayes, mens reafon andunderftanding Vedt. 33,
JBall returne to them againe, andperbaps, onr glory alfe, oAt )
leéz{}, Tamconfident, thar God Will leave inthe middeft of usan Zcpli.;. 12,
‘affli®ed and poore people, and they fhall truft in the mi{‘igf

the Lord. .

: Meane while, it is my Petition to you, andfor you (Wort

Patriots ) that you may hold-out through all thefe feas of di&-
cultiesWhich ure before you ; e And thar yom may r : i
that God is not unrighteous to fofget your worke and labour Heb. 6. 10
of love, which you have fhewed toward hisname :  Zea,yow 3 Thef, 3, 3.
may take it for apofitive promife- The Lord isfaithfull, who

ftablith you, and kecpe youfrom evill; and we have con- Verl.

fidencein the Lard, touching you, that you both do, and will Yerf-4:

do,



"

s

- VerLs.

do thctl!mgswhlchhceommandsyoa Andthelorddu'e&
urhcattsxmothelovcofGod,md into the patient wa
for Cheift. Fhisis tbtﬁmdbp, adﬁdlmkahfmn:

prayer, of

‘Frommy Study | Your Humble

atthe Savoy : y

Aprdl 20.  wnd willing

) " - Sm;

' S 4 \
- Jornn Bowp.
) A
i, o m— .
. .
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SRERMON PREACHED
: late Faft before the Honourable

Houﬁ: of COMMONS

I SATAH 45.15.
Verily, Thow art a God that lndeﬁ Thj j'elfe, O God of
ifrael the Sd*vwar .

2He Spmg-hmd ofthis TcXt (as fome Arul;f:
: COIlCClVC) doth arife at the fixth
 verfeof t© 3 44. Chapter. Others
- doe fetch ‘it as highas chap. 43.
- verl.x 4, Thu [asth the Lovdyoxr Re-
. deemer, the Holy Oneof Ifrael, for
} Jour [akes I have feus so Baéylon, e
| ~ Andthe Streames do run downe as
_frasthe cnd of. chap 48. Thewhole divides it felfe into
#mp branches. ]

The ficft is « prophetical promiffe of the returne of the
Jewes from their Babylonith caprivity : Thatendswith
this chapter of 'my Text. And,

The fecond is & Propheticall threatning of the downfal}
of Babylon fhortly after that deliverance : This extend-
eth from the beginning. of the next Chapter [Bel boweth

. downe, N eh@petb] tothe end of this Prophefie, chapt.
t 48. [ There peace,fattb the Lorduntothe wicked,]
J B In

I. Iu . y ~



B

Y

2

2 Ar(Sért.rnon preached at a late I;’a;ﬁ,beforc =

(oberence.

I‘

Herodotus,
Inftinks.

" A s peoptricall-promiory-Chapter of miy Tk,

.The firfk fets forth the principall Infirument of this
firange Gaole-delivery ; "¥is Cyrus the Perfjan, whom
the Lord docths4® by nameto thisgréat fervice'; For in-
ftcadof Spae'm; that is in the Median language Canss,
(fo tatied becanfe e bud been nurfed by a Badh) heis
firnamed [ Corefch} by thePeciars,which amongft them

~ doth fignifie s Lord. This firange man is anointed, that

15, authorifed and fitted to this'ﬁfaﬂgewofk. The feting

- of him lyes in thefe particulars.

Firfh,in giving Strength mnto him: / wifdom and ftrength
are for the war) The Lord doth promife tobold hés hand

- asthe Serébe dothguide the hand ofhis unready fchokar;

| _him co further his march; by openingof gates, levelling

fures of darknefje and bidden riches of fecret places, Sc?

.

orrather as E/ifbadid pyt his hands upon the bandsof
Foufb King of Ifezel, whenhe did thoot the arrow ofthe
Lords deliverance, thearrow ofdetiverance from Syéa,
o King.33.16,17. So'runncth theexpreflion of this Pro-
phet, vesf. 1 Than (asth the Lordto Cyruswhoferight bhand
1 bave bolden, &c. . :

Next, the Lotd dothas it were provide Pioners for

of wayes, and removing a{l obfkacles and impediments ;
werf.1.. Iwilllaofa the Yoynes of Ksngs, sospenbefore b
thetwo-leaved gates.andthe gates [ball not be foutver{. 5 .1
will go before thee, andmatke rhecrooked places firecght, 8ec.
- But thereis ashfrdching yet behind, 2nd that is the fi-
newes of war,, a fufficient treafuvyfor thewoik. This al-
10 fhall be fupplyed, ver{.3. And 1 will grve thee thevrea-

Thus the Lord will'be in ftcad of Axslsarses; of Pie
wers, and of Treafurers, 1o.fix Cyra ‘and%h'aﬁmhiéjs Yor
thisgreat fervice. L co

Sécondly, i

e Mak T




"theHmdmbk Hoa{equot_nmons: :

" Secondly, icafethas allthefethree particalar pro-
mifes {(hould not be enough ro’ fteelethe hearts of the

the Lord in' the mext place; ‘doth preslesmeall his great
Attritutesbefore them to encourage chem intheir way.
Thus when he wasto put Aofes upofithat great defigne
- ofbringing the people of Ifracl out of Egypt, Hee pro-
claimetii His Namebeforehim, Exod.3.v4. 7 amthat
2am, thii [bals thou [2y #nto shecbsldren of Ifvael,[ 2 am]
hath font me unteyov. The likein Exod.6, verf.3. where:
he telleth him of hisgreat Name Fobovah,by which faich
he, 1 wasnot known unto Aérabam, Ifaac, and Facob,
" "Fhis head of the Chaprerrunneth onvward from theend

af verf.4. to verfi14. It is one-continucd,loud, lafpe pro- .

elamasion’ of the Lords excelenciss and’ prerogatives

toyall, thereby to fupport their fpiries agamft all diffi-

cultics. The fumme of the whole mncoursgement may be
thus rendred; 7¢47 ({4ieh God) and 1 will -mufter and
command all things [Yom she rifing of thé Skwnp, andfrom
beavens, the skies, the earth, verf.8. All thefewill I mu-
frer and deaw forth'for thiswork, rather thanirthal die
in the birth : - And as for thas Potfbéartt, that Clay, Baby-
I6n, it thallherein know my love unto Ifrael,'verfig. and
thall feele what it is for a creature to firsve with its Crea-
tow; Of for a birth to tax thofe parents that begat and bare
i, ver{iro. This part reacheth to verf.r4. o

- “Theremainder;which isthe therd piece vf the Chapter,
is-a kind of twifted promife; partly refpe@ing rhe delive-
rance {rom Babylow iy the &rrér ; and partly {according

to the ufual manner of the Prophets) smterwearning fome.

paflaizes ing €rif and fpirienall redemption, in
p %ewng 'F

the myfte \
Jﬂ B2 | The

T

Jewes tofet upon this hard wotk, andtohold out init;
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A Sermon preached aralate Faftbefore -

: Diwi[iqn. )

Relatively.

~abrupt  Apofiropbe. If you view them iz ¢

The words of my Text, if you looke upon them
with rveference to the bordering verfes th? are an
emfelvyes
without that reference,- they are 4 Epamorthifis or
correction. I T .
.Firft looke upon them with reference to the bordering
verfes; {o you fhal finde that-this verfe of my text {éemes
ot atallrobe of kiwto other parts ofthe chapter. The
whole feries andeth thus; The Chureh having heard &

»

confidered all, the promifes, propheciesand paffages of this

ftrange work of falvation and redemption from Babylon,
how that it (hall be doue 4y Cyras, an heathen King,an

. enemie to the Iewes:.and obferving al{o that there wese

hideft thy felfe,O God,yet thou art the Savéar of Ifrael,

fo many croaked places that muft bemadg freight,fo many.
gates afy émﬂf ethat muft be (hattered and éroken in pieces
ver.2.and having further confidered ver.8. that #625 fame
rz;gbteoa[}z?ﬂ e muf} drop down from heaven above,as it were
by amiracle; that it mufk come up from the eartbbeneath,
as if it were from low and conbempsible meanes : Nay fi-
nally they having alfo’ferionfly pordered that thisgrand
redemption thall be done withvut prive and without re-
ward, asver.1 3. (and who will doe a worke without wa-
ges? who goetha warfare at his owne colts ? yer faith
God) be ]b'ill buildmy City and be [ball let go my captives,
#ot for price, uor reward, faith the Lord of bofis Having
confidered all thefe firange curcum(ances & rubs inthe
way,all thefe Meanders, thefe up-hills & down-hills in the
p‘ai age; and having lain them together, fhe cryes out like
one affonifbed, and in akind of aérupt Apeftrephe doth sr-
terrupt the Prophet inhis Sermon with this mixed admi-
ration twixt feare and faith { verilythou art & God that bi-
defl thy [elfe,0 Godof 1frael the Saviour]that iswh:lft thou

Thus.




the Honourable Houfe/of Corimeons. -" J

Thus with refzrence to the bordering verfes,the Text isan
abrupt interrupting A pofiropbe, '

- Next, confiderthe words ia themfelves, and they are a Abfolntely; ' -
kindof EranorTHOsIs, a corvetion: For in the fermer '
part of the verfe,the Church feemerh to #7ip, ftumble,
and ftagger, at the ftrangenes of the manner of the pro-
phecied deliverance from Babylon; it is carried on in
fuch an séftrufe, intricate;unpfuall way and method,that -
fhecryes out as one at a lofle, [versly thou art 2 Godthat
hidef} thy felfe] Here is her trip, her ftagger, her ftumble
arthe firange manner in the former part: But then the re-
covers her felfe againe inthe latterpart to a confident per-

- [#afion of anundoubted geadsffwe oriend at lafhconeluding
~ certainly that the up(hot will be wonderful falvasion unto
the Ifraelof God; thouglr the maner be firange & vatious,

yet the #f«e will be, thallbe good and certazne : Though:

thoube: ({zith fhe) a God that #7ds? thy felfe; yer O

God, I beleeve thou wilt be the. Swiour"a/z Ifrael. Thus

thetsips in the firft, and resovers her felfe inthe latter,

and you know the'proverb,be that fumbles ¢ doth not fall,

makes the more [peed in bis way. This isthe fate of the Text.

So.that the formerpart of it isa kind of mafing admira-

tiorat the fraxge mansgr of Gods proceeding; the latter

partisa mﬁdeﬂt perfwafion ofthe finall good sffue, "~ .

If I would be curioustomsnce a text, both thofe ge- Swb-divi-
~ nerall parts might admit of a more perticalsr anatomie, fion.
" As:Airft in that firange bsdider manwer of this work, there
“are three {evera]l feps or degrees:and 4 many more (an-

fwerable to them) areto be found in the certaine éeleeved
#fJne of this falvation. . - o
Inthe manzer jsimplyed, _ _
+ 1. Anebfeurityyitisan [bidden God] 1. - -
. - 2. Thawwilliagnes of that obfcuriry ; a [ felfe-hi-
dz'ng " God, - o
B3 3- The
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"° A Sermon preached at 2 late Faft; before

- 35 ﬁig zertq:'m]?f' both,[verily Jrbom art fn(b 4.God.,

~ Inthe #Jue, there is an exact oppafitien to all thofe

threes both in quantity and quality. For -
1y This. bidden God was {notwithfvanding] the
God [.of Ffiael..] - - [ . ‘
2. This felfe-hidsng God was (eventhat while ) a.

- [Saviowr.] And

' 3. The cersainty, expreft inthe affeveration [we-
#ily] is anfwered and over-powered by an admivation, in
the saterjeltson [G] asthough the mewh of the fpeaker-
bad-beentao #arraw for his heart and obferation. And
thusthe whole (emuwr of thetext doth runne fomewhat
like the beaginwing of Pfal.73.ver.1.Trudy (or yes) God st
£eod. to Ifrael; evento fuch oi are.of galean-hewt. \Why
Leraly] or[yes J? See the nexe verfe,ver: 2 .but a5 for memy
feet mere abmoft gane, my freps had well-migh flipr : \Where-
fore2 ver.3. For I was enmvions &b the feslifbiwber: I fam.the
profperssy a} the wicked. Marke, hix neasorired-himfelfe in
the ffuz, though he flumtled it thecatsdnce. It feems
that the Lords difpenfations inthofe ‘dayeswent on like
this deliverance from Babylon; and thisdeliverance went:
op juft (me thinkes ) like the wotiens of & Clake: Eixe.
your eyes fiedfaftly upon a2 Clocke while it isgaiwg; you
fhall only heare and fec the ballance moving and clacking
above: byt you cannot perceive the posfes making any
motionthat while, neithex canyou difcerne the finger of
the watch to goe forwasds ; but 2ekeoff your eye fora
while, leaving a marke uponthe place, and then you fhalf -
finde eafily [#» fadle dffe ] that e Clocke hath gone,
though [ 7 fieri Jyou could not perceive it in motion.
Suchwasthe carriage ofthisworke: While the people
of God did fiedfafily and continually fix their eyes
upon it, it was advanced in fuch an séflrufe, taericare, in-
fenfible way,that they could fee 7o mofon at all. Thus v;: _J
) reade_



‘ ;‘;thonourable Houfe of Commons. - 4 |

reade in Ezra 4. ver. 24. Then ceafed the worke of the houfe
of God which is at Jerufalem 5 and yet even then it [cavcely
. ceafed,for in the nexe Chapter, chapt .g.the Prophets pro-
Phefyediver. 1.and theeminent mén 4egun to busld againe,
ver:2. 3¢ 5. The fallavce dfthe Clockedid continue their
clacke, and at aft ¢he Clocke did firtkeout. o
So much ought neceflarily to be faid for dreining, le-
velling, and trenching the graund for a foandation. Now
(not to detaine you any longer from the thing chat.] doe
principatly iatend } the Offarvation from the whole
~ Textand Context thus briefly explained, divided; deba-
ted; mult runthws ;. Thas, . .- ' _ C
' - Gadr great [atvations of his people, but efpecially 04 ey,
from Babylon,are commonly carried.on in amyflery. tion,
Hereis [alvatiom, becaufe n Saviaw : And fograat a
falviatiot, thae it ficikes thebeholding Churchor Pro+
~ phet into an ddmeratsan, they cannot expreffe it wichout
- an interje@ion, O.Bodof Ifvael the Saviewr. And that
this {alvation is from Bubylon, the whole tenour; graine
and ftraine of the Hiftory doth declare. = 1. - .
* Saluationis nothing elfe but the puttrmg of athing in- Explica-
1o Afafeconditions and it is Tometimes taken #85vely wich ton.
© refpedtothe Authors As Exod. 14. 1 5. Stand il and S4ivation,
[ee thefalvation of God ;- And {o'l fay heve, the Lowds ful- what.
vation © Sometimesfalvation ds taken pafrvely; withre-
1}@& tothe recesver ; As you may reade inthe Plalmift,
Ol 14 p; O that thefalvation df Hrael wenecams ont of
Do 5 AndAG 1 fay, the Lords febvatsorn: of bss peaple
" Thergfqre éoth thofe fignifications are in the Pofition 5
and boththole {orty muwy be further canfidered, firlt,
with refpes totheirfidied swhether as comman, publique;
~ lorgenerall, refpcliog anbale Nat ion; Church orpeople
or s particilin private ot (peckill; of o place;member, o
- perfom. Next,
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Next, with refpe& o the ebje?, or [materda circe
quam.] Sothere.is afulvation [in [pivitualibns & Eccle-
fiaftiess] a{piritual,a religious falvation,that is the fame
wich [ Reformation.] :And thereisa falvation (s Polits-
ctss Civilibus & (ecnlariby] a falvation in politigue

" things, and this isthe fame with [ Delivetance.] In this

place you muft take'in both,Reformatsion and Delgverance,
becaufeboth are exprefled inthis Prophecie, as we ma

-gather out of Ef4. 4.4.28.54)ing to Ierafalem, Theu ﬂ?a{t
be buslt there isthe Civill or politique {alvation, the
State-[alvatéonthe Delruerance: And tothe Temple;Tth

foundation [ball be layd;there isthe Spiritualland Eccle-
fiaftica]l falvation, the Church-{alvationswhich isthe Re-

*

And accordingly (hall catry on‘my"doerring bothin
the Demonfirative and apphcative partsofit, ufing the

. word [ fabvatson]in both thefe acceptions, for Reformats-

Babylon,
which.
EaSterne.

Westerne,
4

M yﬂery,
Why.

* Ofthis we readecommonly inthe O/d Teffament;and it
is meant immediatelyinthe Texe.. ) :

" &rine. .

 ther founding uvwesr doth fignifie an bidden, abitrufe,

and. Delfverance; And thiss Gods great (alvations of his peo-

Ple, efpeciallyfrom Babylon, are carryed-on in amyfiery.
Babylon in fcripture isof twoforss. - co
Firft, there is literal, Eafterne, Afiatique Babylar. This

was the Metropolis of Chaldea, 8 fometimes of the world.

v

. Next, there is Myfticall,wesierne, Earopaan Babylor,
this is Rome,thé Metrapolis of Italyand it wasfometimes
the Queen of the Nations: Ofit we doe reade commonly
in the New T eitament. Thisisalfoincluded in the Do-

InaMyftery] A myfiery pvmiew and for the fmoo-

fecret matter, athing [bx¢ #p under barsand locks from
common fenft and carnallresfon. It doth inchele thefe two

conditions. Firfy

N
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;, -+ Firft, [ Refpedtu Des] in refpe@ of God, it jsana or

work rtot of his common, generall, ordinary providence;
but of his particular, fpeciall , -extraordinary power,
wifdome, juftice, mercy ; 'tis-not only the work ofhis
hands, but of his finger ; as the Bgyptian-Magitians ac-
knowledged concerning the plague of Lsce ( Exod. 8.
verfe 18, 19.) whenthey faw that their inchantmenrs

" did faile them in that particular,they faid unto Pharaoh,

“This s the [ FingerJof the Lord. Thus in refpeé of the -

-, Lord, amyfterious carriage of a bufineffe “tis (as Ifaiak

fays els where, Chap. 2 8.ver{.2 1.) His worke, bis firange.

warke, bis afl, his firange ait,

Next, [ Refpelin noftrsi ] in refpe of #s men, itjs
hard to be underflood, tis, to the common multitude asa
thing locked upina firange language, as 1 Cor. 14.2.
(I may allude at leaft) For hethat (peaketh in anunknowne
tongme, [peaketh not untomen, but unto Gods for no man sn-
derftandeth(or heareth him)bowbeit i1 the [pirit he[peak-
esh[ Myfterses. } In thort,a Myfteryis to the generality of

 men, a paradox, a riddle, a fecret that doth requirea re-»

velation, asDan. 2.28. Thereis a God irn Heaven that
revealeth fecrets pumicor {ay the Septuagint. "

Thus much I meane by a2 myfterious carriage in ge-
nerall, viz. whena falvation is wrought out ina courfe,

. befides, beyond, or againft; the beaten rode of commoz pro-

)
|
'3

vidence 8¢ carnall capacities. Let us borrow but one verf.
moreto expeefle it.allufively :  See, Pro. Igo;v_erfe 18, .
There be three things which are too wonderfull forme, yea

- foure which I kuow mot: readever{s 19. theway of an Eagle

1n the ayre,thewayof a Serpent upen s vock, andtheway
of & Ship inthe middeft of the Sea. Juft{uch isufually tha

_wiy of the Lord in carrying on his great falvations , and

efpecially from Babylon. Let us feverally confider thofe

, threecomparifons. = - c . The -
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The way of an Eagle in the Asre,] Amqngﬂ; all the E-
lement s, the asre alone is énvéfible and leaft palpable; it
doth moft eafily gsve a paflage o any naturall body, and
as fuddenly comes ‘together again. Amongft all fowles
of the beaven,the Esgi? is accounted ftrongeft,and there-
fore doth fly very fwsfrly ; and being abird of prey, her
motion is emdiniewiau t00; acc ording to the courfe
of the game that is before her: Whothen canguefle be-
fore, ortrace-out afterwards, the way of an Eagle in

‘theaire? .

Thewayof a Serpent upon & Rock 7 is no lefle hidden.
Oh ! how doth this creeping creaturewind, wave, and -
weaveit as the goes? what felf-obliterating chiverdils
and indentures are made in her motion? Now the bead

- doth point this way, inamoment it ftands to the other

hand ; ‘tis hard for him that mecteth lier, to gueffé whe-
ther or no fhe be comming tewards him :  But efpecial-
ly when a Serpent goeth [ #po# 4 Racke Jthenthere is no
meanes to beare her motion 1s in the fand & amongftthe
feaves, ortofeeand trace it as intheduftand clay; no
moyfe, no smpreffiom is made to help the eare or eye.of him
that feckethher way. a i

But the way of the Ship sn the middeft of the Sealis more
abftrufe and uncertainethenboth the former. There are
thyee principles of varistion and uncertainty in her moti-
on: Firft, thewsnd above , that tloweth where it Iefieth;
andwe bearethe found thersef; but know not whenee st com-
meth, nor whither st goeth. Next,themwatersbeneath-are
the moft inconftant of Elements,- for (befides that'they
are driven of fierce winds Jtheir own naturall ebbings and
flowings, are a dayly conftant inconflancy.

But ( laftly) the greateft prineiple of uncertainty; is,
the mindeand pleafurcof her Pélot within, who at i
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will doth often turnc her to halfe & perwt againft the mo-
. tionsboth of winds and waters. In fhort, fhe finds »0
path before her, fhe leaves 0 trad behind her, and all
ber mowvers, sbove, beneath, witliin, aremoft uncerraine.
Whothen canknow the way of a Ship in the middeft of
the Sez? So, not-to-be-gueffed, not-to-te-traced are the '
Lords carringes of thefe kinds of falvation. '
* My Doftrine is fomewhat like thar peice of Ezeksels
wheele, which he calleth [Rotams tarota’} Ezek. 1, 16.
Their appearance and their worke were as it were awheele
in themiddef} of a wheele : So here is 2 Doffrire in the - _
middeftof 2.Dorsne. The firft is as it were the ge- !
nevall Thefis concerning Gods great falvations indefi-
" nitely. The fecond isas an Hypethefis drawre cur of the
wombe of that Thefis, concerning the redemption from
Babylen inparticular.  And accordingh I fhall havean' :
 eyedifiintth both in my demonfirative and applicative ' ‘
parts looking uponthefe two, feverally and apare. = - —
. Firfk then Demenflratively,concerning thegenerall the D emonfira-
Thefis, that Gods great falvations of his people, are ’I‘_""
. wThefi.
commonly carryed on in amyftery. O what rare Aaps .
" of faving wonders, what admirable anatomies of publique
merciescould I here fpmd before your eyes this day !
Only ler us crop off fome fall eares, - T
.Firftrobferve that great prefervation of old Facob and Iafoh Fa-
~ his family by cheir removall from Canaan into Egypr,mily. -
intbetimeofthe Famine:  How firangely wasthat de- -
liverancebrought about ! The defigne was to pteferve
Jacot and his pofierity, and to makea way for that great
worke of redempsion out of Egypt which followed after:
Buc marke the metbod ; Fitft Fofeph, who by his owne
dreames and his Farhers hopes was to be the glry and _
propofthe family , he m(qﬁ be givenfor bofftohis Fa- .
. . . 2 ther,

—
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* them when the cup was found in his facke;lie hatli gotten’
“amultiplied portion. Thirdlys Jacob himfelfe(the father)

-and alfo two of his owne fons whom he conceived to be

ther,his brethren,himfelf: His Father gives him fortorne
sn pieces his Brethrer doe fell him into Egypt for a bond-
flave, and there he iscaft intoprifon by Petiphar after
hehad been firft advanced. So that .now net only the
Fathershopes are dead andburied, but Fafepbs owne faith -
is put to the #7y4ll ; and all thisto make way for the greas-

~ erdeliverance. Doe not thefe things now looke likea.

falvation ? Nay farther yet; old Fecob muft be#eceffz-
tated by Famine to fend downe into Egypt to buy{oed,
and therehe muft firfy Jofe his Son Simeon; and next
his deareft Benjamin- muft be fent and loft in his owne
and brethrens apprehenfions : And yet all thisappeareth -
at laft to be nothing elfe but a meere plot of mercy, avery

* ambubment of Providencefor the greater sdvamageand

advarcement of the whole family, as you fee inthe iffue.”
For firft all the érethrenof Jofeph with their Loufhol
had thereby their prefervation and preferment wheréaso-
therwife.they had perifhedby famine. Secondly, Bes- |
jaminwho was themoft bazarded and loft manamongft

he doth gaitte five fonnes for oze, that is, for his deare Zo-.
[eph,whom he conceived to be loft, he receiveth the fame-
Iofeph againe with an addition of Epbrain and Manafes;

loft, [ Simeon and Benjamsn, Jare caft into boot: Thus
five are returned for one. This was an ambuthment of
mercy. And finally as for Zofephhim felfe, he muft have
4 dostleblefling and portion, and ismade the#2ad of two
Tribes ; one of which (Ephraim) in fhort timeafter'the
throne was erected, didger away ez of the ewelve Tribes'
fromthe Scepterof Iudah. Was not thisa -myftery c:f
ac

myferies ? Thus farre concerning the falvation of 7

£

'E’.L
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and his family when they wete carrsed from Canaaninto

gggt in the next place, the prefervation of the feed of Ifraelin E-
acob in Egypt, and their returne from thence to-Canaan gypr.,
againe, at theend of foure huridred and thirty yeares,was
more admirable thentheir firft going thither;their ftrange
prefervation in Egypt was fhadowed in that Emblem of
& fiery bufb not confamed, Exid. 3.ver.2. Andthe Angell
of the Lord appearedunto [ MofesT) inaflame of fire out of
themidit of 2 bafb, &c. a token of Ifraels continuance

. inthe midft of the sron-fiery-furnace. -Their {alvation or
deliverance was in this manner. #gfes (not while he was
in favour in Pharachs Court, but)after thathe was 2 fa-:
gitive, an exile being a ftammering [bepherd muft -
bethe - principall izftrament in thework; andhee
rogether with his brother A aron;(another contemptible
Levite) with # 7od intheir hands, muft fetchout of E-
gypr infbite of an hardnedKing, and all his .AZagsesans,.

‘(liow many guefleyee 2 ) fix bundred thoufind men; be-
fides 2 mixt multitude with women and children. Hee
that ¢an deny this to be a heape, a c/uster of wonders, let-
" himfelfebe recorded for a wonder of ftupidity.. -

- Once more;a third inflance, inthe time of the Zudges; From Mi-
$eebut that great falvation and deliverance of H{rael out 44»-
of the hand of the Af7dianstes and their confederates ; "
and let us caff our eye equally uponboth parties,the Op~ :
preffors and the Delivered.: Firft, look ipenthe Oppref~: .
fors 5 confider their power, their crielty. Inludg..6. in
the firft verfe you fhall reade that Zfrael had ferved an-
apprentifhip of (ever yeares under their tyranny. - In the

- 2, 3 4,and 5. verfes, you thall reade, that poore Ifrael
was faine torun into dens of the:mountadnes; and caves,
and firong-bolds, that their%u’ts were deftroyed affoone -

| U 2%,

i A .
: e — —— S|
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asthey came forth ;- that their enemies came up as grqf~
- boppers, and lefc no fustenance for 1frael, peither fbeepe,
nor oxe, nor 4ffe s and this fury ftill increafed; for verf.s.
they came up with their castell ard thesr teats, and th
came s grafboppers for maliitude, for both they and thesr
camels were. withoat number. That for the encmies part.
Next,look upon Ifracl the Deliveredsand confider their
power and ftrength. Their General, would you know
what he was 2 He was.Gideon; a Threlber,afterwardcal-
led Fersbbaal , a mancalled away from the £arne, from’
the threfhing-floore, /vdg.6.16. His family poor in Ma-
~ naffes, and bsmfelfthe least inthat poor family;a man ta-
ken from the very flasle tobe a Captain-Generall. And for
his Forves, it istrue, at the firft they were a confiderable
" number ; they-were (the text faith) two azd thirty thou-
[axd, bur thenthe Lord fallethto leffezing of them.Firft,,
" hebeginneth withi « Proclamation, and therenponfome
two and twenty thonfand of them dogo away. Nexr
Lord hath another experiment, of lapping, and by that’
meancs hee fonds away all the remaining ten thoufand,
. emic;s only poore three hundred ; So that now about the
bundredih part of Gideons forces is left. This bandfull un-
der the command of Gideonthe Threfhersmuft 50 ainft
 the nuwmberlefe. Midianites. But yet an handjull with
. choyce meapons,at fome advantages;may dogreat things?
True, bur inthe nexe place looke upontheir Armes,both
defenfive and offenfive, Iadgtzz. 20.they wereto go wich
empty pischers, and lamps within the pitchers inone hand, .
apd in theother hand they muft hold 2 trumpet, and wich
tlawing thole trwnpets, breaking the pitchers, and bolding
oxt tha Laamps, they fhallbeat the Midianites, Hereisa
Ay Eerywith a witeefle ; A numberlefle armie, tarally
- rowted and.cut in pieces without any weapon appeasin

;
i
|
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againftthem, érekea in pieces with the breaking of pie-
chers, frightned with the fight of lamps,and utterly blonws
away by the found of trumpets. This is Gods great falva-
. tion earried-oninaMyftery. R
Yea, but what is all chisto [alvation from Bafylon 2
That Iconfefleisthe Hyrornests, and miy as In Hypos
firangely and fullybethewen and proved as the generally thefi.
even that Gods {alvations from Badylonare carried-onina -
" myflery. Thereare two Batylons mertioned in Scripture.
Firlt, Batylonthe Easterne, whichwas that in Chaldea,
the lserall Batylorn ; and Balylon the weiterne, whichis
that in Italy, Rome, the mysticall Balylon. Concerning
" boththefe, I could (hew you diftinétly that Gods great
falvations out of them, are commonly carried-onin a
myftery. :
Firft, concerning {alvation and redemptionout of the From Ee-
" hand ofliterall; Ealterne, Chaldean-Batylon, wé find no fern Babys-
lefle then foure whole bookes of the Scriptures fpent to #7 -
fhew the extraordinary deliverances of Gods people
fromthence. Tweof thefebooks are bs itoricall,as Ezra
and Nebemiab; other two are propheticall, as Haggas and
Zechariah. 1t would be too long for me to epitomize all
~ the expreffions of thofe books,and of fome others,which
doe fhew the wonderfull myfteriqus carriage of that
worke : Only take notice of #wo places to this purpofe.
Pirft, of that viffen of Ezekiel, which, as I conceive,
doth typifie the Jewith returne from Babylon, Ezek.1.
The wholevifion is large, in it thereis mentionof 2
whirle-wind out ofthe North, a great clowd, a felfe- infol-
~ ding five, and out of the midft thereof the colowr of Am-
ber,verf.4. Alfo out of the fame midft, the likenefle of
foure léving creataves, like men, verf, 5. they had
Sourefaces, foure wings, theyhad the feer of Calyes,

the
hi L N . I —
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"~ the hands of men, Sec. verl. 6, 7, &c.. Strange mixtares
-and varseties | 1 willonly pitch upon that piece which

concernes thewheeles. Thofe wheeles (as Interpreters con-
ceive) do fignifie the Lords providence : and the motsons
of the wheeles, the feverall «éfs and turnings of that pro-
vidence in the deliverance of his people from Babylon
the Eafterne ; therefore, verf. 18. itis faid the wheeles
were full of eyes round about 5 (‘The eyes of the Lord do runne
thorow theworld)But I would efpecially take notice there
of the [fnvolucra providentie] the intricate involytions
and incirclings of thofe wheeles ; it is fet downe,ver.16.
Their worke was , @ 7t were 4 wheele inthe middle of a

wheele , to fignifie , the ecemtricall and concen-
trical motsons of that peoples return fromBabylon,where
Ezekiel wasnow a captive amongft them, as you may

- readeverf.1.

But 2 more falland cleare place to fhew the myfReri-
oufnefle of thedeliverance of Ifrael from Balylos the

- Eafterne,isthat in the Prophecieof Zechariab. Look but

* upon that one Text in Chap. 1. ver{.8. 7 fuw by night,and

. behold 4 Manriding apen avedborfe, andbeeftood among
the Myrtle trees that were inthe bottome , and behind him

were thefe red borfes, (peckled and white. This Man js
Cuxristy Thefe horfes with him are his 4zgels5 and
their defigne is to bring the Jewes out of Babylon the
Easterne, wherethey had Iyen under Gods indignation
thefc threeftore and ten yeares, as you may reade,ver{ 1 2.
But marke how that redemption is carried in the clouds,
there are no lefle then five netes of obfcurity in that
ver{; , fignifying the Myferious progrefle of the
WOrKC. . A . . .

1. .It4s faid that this vifion was in the [ #¢5¢ ] both
inthe night (hat #) of adyerfity, and inthe night of %¢-.

“merancey

—1

- .
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novance. Little comfort, few Prophets were lefttore-

viveor dire& them.
2. Thismanisin 4 bostome] that is , obfeurely placed

‘out of fight: And asifthatweretmmmxﬂ]; :

- 2. Inthus bottome he ftoode among the[ Afyrtle-trees:]
Therewas'agrove oftall trees, inthe cemsér of avallie; =
{o that the Jewes might well have faidunto him as here
inthetext, Verdlythouarta’God that hideft thy feif.
Butthatisnotall. - ‘ ,

4. Hisforces, his Auxiliaries,toode [ éehiad ] him,
faiththetext , thatis, they were notonly covered by
the valley and the myrtle trecs, but they were covered
by the incerpofition of Chrifts perfontoo ; they were
trebly covered, with the valley,with the myrtle-trees an
with Chr#f that ftoodebefore them. And -
s. This[ Speckling Jor dapling of the horfes is ob-
fervable, it doth (hew the interchangeable, party colosred
texture of that worke ; yeathe red and the white with
thefpeckled, dofhew the mixture of peace and blond
thar they did troop together in this worke. _
But bere fome might obje&t , True, true, all thisis
confeffed,that grear {alvations ingenerall; and in fpeciall
thofe from Eafterne Babylon havebin, are carried on
inamyftery ; but #ow fuch wenders and miracles doe
" ceafey what is all thisunto us in thefe times?
Inthe next place therefore, I will (hew that falvation Frem pe-
frotn Bakylon the wefterne, from Ramsfh Babylon ( that is, ferne Ba- .
~ che falvation weare now upon] muft alfo be carriedon épfen.
For this purpofe, fir(t L would commend unto you
a choycetext for eur times ; methinks it is:as 2 wwrdupon
whewhetlet in thefe cundayessy; ‘tis. Dok d: where you
~ havea prophessyue vifon .- a vifibn of an fmage ; whofe
L . D _ bead
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_ wot

mane Babylon? Truelyby as firange meants as ever was

- bead is of gold 5 the éreaﬂmd armes of filver , “the belly and

thighs of braffe, the legs of Iron, and thefeet part ivon, and
part clay 3 Expofitors doe conceive that this foure-fold
image doth fignifie the foure famous AMazarchies of the

%d " The 4[fyrian, the Perfiar (asit iscommonly
called ) the Greczarn and'the Roman Monarchies. The
firft three of thefe are paft, and (without queftion) we
are come now to the lower part of the fourth, I meane
the Roman Empire is removed , and we doe feethe mix-

 ture of Iroz and Clay, whethet you take the iron and clay

for the drvifiozof the Roman Empire into the wefterne *

- and Eafferne accordingtoverfe 42. And as the toes of
. the feet were part of iron and pavt. of clay , fothe Kingdoms -

fball be partly firong, and partly brosken, (orbrittle ;) the
Eafterne Empire was firft broken off:  Or whether - |
you will underftand akind of compounding of fucceffion
‘between the Roimane and the Germane Empsres : Orwhi-
ther (laftly) amingling and dawbing of the [pérituall
and temporalf ( that is, the Imperiall and Papall) powers
together; yet ill; wee are come to the feete of the
Image, and to the very toes of thofe feete, which arethis |
Babylon the Wefterne in its prefent condition;for both
branches of the proper Romane Empire are withered ;
and the Germanre Eagle was never {o firip'd of her plumes
asnow: Yeathevery Papacie of late doth thed her Pre-
laticall feathers continually: So'that both Scripture-
chronologse, and common fesfe , doevincey that the Image
doth ftand at beft but o7 2:p-e¢; and the rime is at hand,
( I conceive itis prefent ) in which it thall be throwne
downe and utterly abolifhed.. Buit (' you will aske me)
bow muft ic be throwne downe? by what meanes {hall
Gods peoplebe delivered out -of the- hands of this Ro-

read,
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readeof; Seethe 34. and 44. verfes of the chapaer:
Firft (inthe 34.verfe) T bow faweft tillthat affone was -
‘cut out without bands ( here isamyftery, a ftone cut out
without hands, or which was not in bandy which (mote
the Image upon bis feete which were of ivom andclay , and
Lrake them to pieces. , This ftone is Jefus Chrift, (as
Matt. 21. 42.) The flonewhich the tuslders rejefted, the
[ame ts tecome the bead of the corner o (verfe 44.) and
whofoever [hall full on this ftone , [ball be broken | buton - -
- whomfvever it [ball fall, it will grinde bim topowder. This
Scriprure is moft exa&ly true concerning Chrifts gover-
#ing inhis Church, hewill crufh all oppofitions asthe
+ portersveffels. Againes this Stone is c#t out of themoun- -
tainewsthout hands, &c. That is, the Image thall be caft
"~ downe, andthe kingdome of Chrift thall be fet up, not by
common carnall might and meanes,but ina fpeciall and
divine manner , for 1o it followeth in Dansels interpre-"
tation (verfe 4.4+ 45. ) I7the dayes of thefe Kings (at the
clofeofthe laft Empire) [ball the God of Heaven (et up
a Kingdome which (hall never be deftroyed , and the king-
dome [ball not e left toother people, but it [hall breake sn
pieces and confume all the(e Kingdomes , and it [ballffand
forever. Forafmuch as thou [aweft that the (lonewas cut
out of the mountaine without hands , and that it brake in
preces the iron, the braffe, the clay, the filver, and thegold :
Thegreat Godhath made knownetothe King what [ball
- come to paffe bereafter,@c. 1 could wifh that this feafon-
able place of Daniel might come often into the thoughts
of all our feriousaive fpirits in thefe times for their in- 47,,; 0,4,
couragement : And the racher, becaufe I finde thatthe corses.
Jefests themfelves doe fall-in with my prefent interpre- Lapide , &
tation, {o far, that they have much a-doe to make fucha «/is.
retreat as may feeme to excufethe Pope and Rome from
' D2, " the
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the names of Artichrift and Babylon. Anether vifion
of the foure Monarchies like unto this, istoe be feene,
Daniel 5, _ o

Addeto thefe, that placeof the Apocabps (whichis,

- as it were, the Book of Danzel in the New Testament)
- Revel,14.ver{.6,7,8. there 'tis fhewue that the falvation

of Gods people from Babylon the myfticall, fhallbee. .
carriedon ina myftery,verf.6. And 1 faw ansther Ax-

gell fiy inthemidit of heaven, baving the everlaffing Ge-

fpelto PreAcy wnto them that dwell ox the earth; verf.7. .
[2ying with a load voice, Feare God,and gsve glary to him,
for the boare of bis judgement is come, (& c. Hereupon in
the eighth verfe, there followed amvibher Angell, [aying, Ba-
bylon 1s fallen, s fallen, that greas City, &rc. Fallen 2why,
what ayled_her? what was it that threw her downe»-
Surely it was nothing but the 4zgel that did fly inthe
midft of heaven, -having an everlafting Gofpell to preach .
vato them that dwell upon the earth = It was meerly the
preachsag of the Gofpell, if you will know it. Sothar it-
feemes the Lord will throw downe Babylon the myfti-
call, juftas he threw downe the walls of Fericho, withan.
bely blaft, by the breath of the Gofpell ; it {hall be prea-

- ehed flat to the ground, No marvell that our Prelates.

were {0 angry with Lefurers. .
Another exprefSion of her overthrow might be gather- .

~ edoutof Revel.x7. 13,14, 15, 16. I will but name i,

becaufe my reverend Brother -inthe morning hath pre- .
vented me. And Chap.18. verf.2. where you thall find .
that Baéylon thall be thrown dewn meetly by Gods imme- -
diate fupernaturall working uponthe [prrits of thofemen -
that were formerly friends ard fattors for the Whore
For firft 'tis faid, verfe x3. that, thefe (that is, the ten
bories, whichare tew Kings) have one mindsand /halgbiz{e :
‘ - sherr
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; their power and firength wnto the Beaft, Verle 14. Thefe

fball make war with ihe Lamée. Here they doe unite and -

sgreewell enough toperfecate the Saints: but readeonto
verfe 16. there they fal/ spen the \Whore their late mo-

" ther and mifkrefle ; The 2exbornes which theu [sweft, thefe = |

fballbate the Whore, andmakeber defolate and naked, axd
hall eat ber flefb andburne her with five : A fravge alte-
ration indeed I Bnt how could fuch #eare friends fallin-
to fuch better exmity fo (uddenly ? No caufeat all but
this, verl. 17« for God hathpat sisto therr bearts,bothto
unite and fall off againe. . S

Thus you feenot onely Gods great falvations of his
people in generall, but efpecially thofe from Babylon,
areto be carried-on in a myftery. ‘

But & s¢ mot firange that the Lord doth delight thus
to obfcure and hide himfelfe inthe carriage of his gréat

Qe

.- works? Would it not do better (accordingto our judge- -
ments and apprehenfions) if they were carried-on inthe

commonrede of ordinary providence, fo that every man
might fee. them éefore him whileft they area doing; as
well as éebindhim, when they aredone ?

‘I anfwer, the nature of manis apt thus toreafon, as g,

Fob, chap.13.verf.3.and Feremiab, chap.2.verf.1. did.
- And I could anfwer fuch queftions with Saint Pas/'s, O

homo tau qui &re~~Rom.g.20.Naybut oh man who art thes
- zhat replyest against God? But that I may fatérfe, aswell
as confare, 1 (hal adde,that thete are reafons to thew .that -

- it is not only fit,but neceflary, yea, triplyneceffary, that

. fuch great falvations (efpecially from Babylon) thauld -

be myfterioufly carried orni. "Tis zeceffary,
" 1. Forthe Lords greater glory.
2. Forhis Peoples greater good,
3+ For his Enemies greater confufion. .

D3 , Firk,

The grownds..
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) O
For Gods

Firft, the Lord doth thus hide himfelf whilft he is{a-

ving, for his owne greater glory. There is a cleare and full

greaser glo- place tothis particular, Prov. 2. 2 .14 is theglory of God

7

to conceale athing, but the honour of Kings is to fearch out 4
matter, Ram AssconpERE, that is, fo to hide
both himfelfe and his worke, that men may not be able be-
fore-hand to gueffe at him whither he will gonext 3 nor
yet to trace after him, when ke is gonebefore. The latter
expreflion, namely, [Ifrhat no manmight go afier bim]
istobe found in Eccl.7.13,14. Confider the work of God,
. for who cammake that fireight,which he hath made crooked 2
And verf.14. 17#the day of profperizy be joyfull, but inthe

* dayof adverfityconfider ; God alfohath [et the one over s-

. gainft the other, toshe end that man (bould find sothing of-

Erafm.. )

Adag.

o fight pell-mell, or upon a party;hand to hand ; but he

“ter him. Markethis, [ Godbath (et the one over againff the

otherto the end that man [hould find nothing after him Jthat

is,the Lord doth incurvate his workes, he doth intricate-
ly and (to our apprehenfion) promifcuoufly miagle the
afts and effets ot his common providence, he doth t7a-
verfehis ground, he doth go on, as it were, &y jumps, that
fo the wit of man may not be able totrice and folow
him, but may fit downe admiring the deptbs of his w1fe-
| dome,and the firength of his power: He doth leave fo much

¢ print of ‘his foot-ftepsasto cozvsnce the Atkesft, that he
. went that way, and yet {o littleasto puzzle the Natura-
-3 lift to find out the mannerof hisgoiug. o

" * And’tis abundantly for the Lords glory in a//his 4¢-
tributes thusto conceale amatter. Every common P 4in-

ter is able to paint a plaine picce of worke, [ Simulare cu-

. prefJam] asthe proverbeis; to paintatreeor a bough,

but hee isan A47¢:5? indeed that is ableto draw forth a
Jbadowed piece. Every indifferent good fouldier is able

|

b
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- istheskilful man that is able to order an améufbment,that
canmanaie % ftratagem. Beleeve it brethren, therefore
doth the Lord draw his falvations in fbadowed works, that
you may {ee the depth: of his wifdome ; therefore doth
the Lord ufeto overcome by améufbments, that {othe
gloryof hisgrace unto his people,, *and the glory of his
wi[dome even amongft his enemies, may be the greater.-
That isthe firft ground, for hés owne greater glory. .
. The ]'mndgromd why he carrieshisworkeinamy- 2.
fierie, is forthe greater goodof his people, You-have fo For the god-
clioyce a placeto this purpofe in thebooke of Deutera- s greaer
nomy,that it alone may fuflice, Deat.8.beginning at ver.2. £°%
Anrdthos [balt remember all the way which the Lord thy God
led thee thefe forty yeers in the wilderneffe , to humble thee,
and to provethee, to krow what was in thine beart, whether
.thou wouldef} keepe bis Comandements or no 5. And.be hum-
bledthee s and fuffeved thee tohunger , and fed thee-with
 Manna , which thow kneweft not , neither. did thyfathers
know, vhat hemight make thee know, that man doth mot live \
. bybreadonly, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouthof the Lord dothman live: Thy rayment waxed not -
old upon thee, neither didihy feete [well thefe fortyyeers . :
God could have carried on Zfrael in a [barter time and in
a direfi way,not in fuch amaze and labyrinth through
the wildernefle forty yeerstogether ; he could bave car- -
ried them.chrough within forty monetbs : Hee could
have fedthem from the esrth if it had pleafed him > and
could havepreferved them-fo asthey thould nevér have
bin flrastned for want of provifion, {oasthat the water
* fhould never have bin f2antor bétteryyea that they thould
_never havemet with an enemy; thefe and all other hard- . -.
~ fhips the Lord could have prevented : .- But hedid pur- - ‘
Pl efereleintricare abfiufediffculees rofalling

fOl: .
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' - .
for the proving ofhis people,for {o it followes inthe 16.

" verfe of the fame chapter, He fed thee wish- Manna iz
the wilderne(fe, which thy fathers knew nos , that he might
bumble thee, and that hemight Prove thee : Not bue that -
be knew their hearts but becatife they knew sot their owne
hearts, much leffe did others know theit {pirits.  Alas
how few of us did know our owme bearts whilfk we lived
in peace and profperity in our countrics and callings,un-
till the Lord by the éntricareneffe of thefe carriages, and
by the mazesof his proceedings did pwmpe-up and dran
forth-our inward parts ! Thus bwmbling, proving, sm-
proved, and engaging , were the Lords foure grand de-
fignes upon Ifrael : And uponthe fame grounds did he
lead Abrabam, Ifaac, Facob, and Fofeph at their firfk cal-
ling in a firange country, by extraordinary providence,
to prove, and improve their gtaces; yea and to dres them
and éreath them (as it were) for greater mierciesand fer~
vices.And I am perfwaded that by that time God hath
brought tggether both ends of this myfterious falvation
that he is now working, every ferious chriftian amongft

- us fhall be able to fiy, that he could #ot - have baene wsih-
vst any one of all thofe obftruétions and affliékions that
we have miet withall :  Nay I am perfwadoed that we
fhall all freely conelude it laft, that if we had not /off

- - all wehadbin undsrie, if we had not beene plwsidredswe
. hadbeénebeggerd ; if all thefe myfterious zbftrufe diffi-
‘culties had riot fallen in, -we fever had feene halfe fo
~ ‘imchof God, 6four feluesiof grace, ot ik, reformasiansas
. lhope wk thall now difcertie. But Ihafben, - -
3+ - - Athirdgreand; why God delights thus to-cifry-on
For the ene- ik ovase falvations ; and efpecially, his Babylorifhrer
e TR denpnion, i for thie dbemies groutér confufion i cither OF

1 A . N RO
":”ﬁm their fates,or perfons. ot R
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Firft; for the greater confufion of their faces, when -

fo befoole them, that in the conclufion they (hall fee.them-
felves wiped out of all their hopes, this will be abundant-
ly for their greater fhame and confufion of face : When

. anoraculosws A:hit;ibel thall find his counfell over-reach-

edby & plaine Hufbas, that is the next way to make him
become bis own bangmas: \When an rifolent Haman (hal

" {ee bimfelfe degraded by a modeft godly female E itber,

itisthe way to make him fa/l dowre uponthe ée, and al-
moft to with himfelfe 4sfpatched upon his owne Gbbet :
- Whena Sifera, atriumphant Sifera, (hall be mailedte.
the ground by the hand of a Js¢/: \Whena Pharaoh and
an Herad fhall be beaten and eaten with Zice, {o that they
thall be faine to ftand fhrugging and picking like abeg-

.

ger inabuth; Obwhat confufiox of face muft this needs

- be, not only uponthe perfons thpmfclves that do fo mif-=-

carry, but upon all their Trzbe and adherents? VWhat
grofle confufion of face (guefle we with our felves) was

. thereto Sanballat, Tobiah, G e]bem and the reft, whenaf-

terall their fecret frasd and open force, after all their

letters and machinations to hinder the building of the

 Temple, yet the worke was perfe&ed at laft 2, You thall
. reade in Nehemiah (Chap.é6.verf.15.) that the wall wii

finifbed in the 2. day of themonth Elulin fifty and twe
dayes, fothat all their paines, charge and diligence came

enemiesheard thereo’, and all the Heathen that were about

! i fam the[e things, they weve much caft downe in thesr owne

gyes; that is,they knew not which way to leske, nor where -
.to.beflow their facesy but ftood like fo many theeves k:a-
b E o

NN W

. fhort,both their royle and oyle was loft: Therupon, (in the .
" 16.verfe) faithche Text, 7t came to py ethat when all onr

{
RN
- pey

* God having put them inhope of winning theé day, fhall Of their. .
" eut-reach and out-do them at laft ; when the Lord fhall Faces

A}
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[
ken inthe very a&t,cafting their eies towardsthe ground.

O doe but guefle with your felves, doe bur gweffé with -

your felves, Honourable and beloved, whdn God fhall-
bring abont this prefent myfterious work of his falvati-
on, and put a glorious iffuc unto ir,(for this worke ms5
have a glorious iffae) I fay it again infhort, when at the
end of thefe troubles the worldly and wicked Polstseians

- fhall find themfelves out-wstted, the Potent ates ever-pow-
- red, and che wealthy men out-pwrf2d,and that all this thall

. be done by thofe whom they accounted meet foolsfbueffe,
meakne[le, and poverty 5 then, thendoe butguefle with
your felves how will the moft a&ive,induftrious and im~
pudent enemies beableto lift up thesr foreheads 2 How
will they look upon one another ? Surely juft like a ex-
uell of hungry Curs that all the day havebeen hotly pur-
fuing their prey or game,and at night have mift and bo#
it inawoed, I cannor but think with my felfe thac ir will
be weorth all the paines and coft that an a&ive man fhall
lay out in thiswork,but to fee that Bale/,that confufion
of tongues and faces, that will befall the enemies at laft..
A [badow of this confufion of face and language yon find
prophefied in Revel.18.ver{.15,16,17. The Merchans
" which weremade rich by ber, [ball fand afarre off, weeping
and wailing, and [aying, Alis,alas, that great Cty that wa
clothed in fine linneny andpurple, and frarlet, anddecked
‘with gold and precions flones,and pearles  for in one boure fo
great riches s come tomought. And verf.19. They (that is,
the Kings of the earth, the Merchants;the Ship-masters;
ndfaylers) caff dust on their beads and cryed, weeping and

. , Lilin s faying, Adlasy alus, that great City whevein were |
e aderich all thas had [bips in the fea by reafon of her coftfé-
_;,_5% uefles for i onebowre [be is made defolste, Thus God doth
i for the greater confufion of the faces of his enemies.
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_ Or, fecondly, if theywant fo much modefly as vo be Of their per-
 capable of confufionof face, yet thefc hidden carrisges /o7
{hall work for t-hegruteréw/{{ion of ttheir perfons : they
fhal be the more utterly confounded by thefe myfteries. .
If themen of the old world will be fo impudently wicked,
_asnotto bluth at Neabs preaching 8 building,they thal
.wade ¥nee-deep in the floud to beyge admiffion into the
Arke, but not obtaine it. Ifthe Kzg of Egypt and all his
Gipfies will be fo fhameleffe as to dodge ten times with
“the Lord, they fhall. at laft cry and flvagainft the retura-
ingfeas,and all invaine, £xod, 14.36. Sothat allche .
Afeanders and intricate carriages of the work until then, ‘
did but ripenthem for greater perfonall confufion: Had K
' Pharash come inuponthe firft fummons (the firft mira- _ ;
“cle) or uponthe feccond or third, the man might havefa- . 4
' ved his life,and perchance hisKingdom;but therforethe '
- Lord will{uffer him to be baited on withakind of vicif~
fitude of lofles and viGories, that all this might barden
s heart, and the heares of all his Magicianscféfpentely
-to plunge themfelvesfintothe bottome of the fea, where
‘they might be flainand éuried at once.
This very ground [ for the enemjes greater defiraftion]
ishinted in to% fame Prophecie of Efay, chap.44.ver.2 5.
Saith hee, Hee frustrateth the tokens of the byars, and
maketh diviners mad, be turneth wifemen backward, and
weaketh their knowledge foolifb. Marke, hee carrieth his
worke fo myfterioufly, that hee might frasirate the te-
kens of thelyars, that s, of thofe that were fo confident
upon fome poore petty fuccefles and viQorieswhich 4
jhey hiad obtained againft the people of God,that(ther- - .
po! {thcy durft to drvine;and promifeunto theirparty. ‘ :
tordll, finall, fpeedy ronguest. Now when God fhall -
#¢ all about againyina time,li-:n away, where they‘.lg:;
: ¥ 2

A
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ked not for it, doubtlefle fuch a firange fwrprifa? wil put
them into the condition of the men of 47 when they
were encompafled by Tolbud’s Stratagem, Iofb. 8. 2.
T bey bad ro power toflee this way or that way, verf.2 2. They
were inthe midst of Ifrael,fomeon this fide, andfome on that
[fpde, and they fmote them fo that they let - noné of them re- |
maine or ¢fcape : Andall thiswasdoneby a Stratagem, |
forbeforeinver(.x 5. fofbua and all Ifrael made s if they
were beaten before them (of Ai) and fled by the wayof the |
wilderneffe. ' : :

Thus you féc it is 4 neceffaryand rationall cruth, thae |
the Lord doththus carry-on his great falvations, viz.for |
hisowne greater glory, for his peoples greater benefit, '

“and for his enemtes greater confufion : Therefore itis |

Rot out of wazt cither of power or wifdome, but out of

_ atranfcendency of both that hedoth order his deliversn- |

ces in fuch a2 manner. So much may demonftratethe
Thefis or generall part. But, - :
* Secondly, if you demand ‘a particular reafor for the

 Hypotbefs,vis. Why [alvations fram Babylon are alfo

. Moernei
- Myfterinm

_ greeof Antichrift, and how he hath gathered his ftols fes—

carried ina myftery 2 - 1 dnfwer, that there is a fpeciall |
ground for thisbranchalfo. Anditisthisinthorr.” . |
Our Balylon (1 meane the weiterne) was rayfed in a |
myftery, and therefore it is good reafon that it. fhould be |
thrownedowne in thefame manner. Inthe 2 Thef[ 2. 6. |
You fhall find that Baéylos isbuilt up inamyftery; The -
myfieryof iniquity doth already worke. o i
That#otle Frenchman throughouthis Myftery of Ini-
3uiry;givcs us a fufficient commentary uponthistexe,by
ifcovering the parts of that myﬁery,ﬁlewing the Pede- i

sberstogether, of which when every bird fhall take his 1
owns, he fhallbe left naked andbare,.

Al
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Alfoin Revel. 17. 4. 5. 6. You fhall fee thar Baby-
Ion was raifed ina myfiery. A#dthe woman was arayed
in purple and (carlet colour, and decked with gold and prec;-
. aus flones, baving a golden cup in her band, full of aboms;-
nasions and [ilthinefle of ber fornicatson, This woman is
Rome, the weftern Babylon: Azd upon ber ferehead wis
- anamewritter in Capitall Letters, Myftery , Balylon the
reat, the mother of barlots, and abominations of the earth,
Called [ Myftery ] becaule the was rasfed in amyffery;
that is, {he got up to her height infenfibly, cunningly ,
her way ingerting up was like the way of an Eagle inthe
ayre, or likethe way of aferpent uponaflene, winding,
and fcruing it folfe onwards by degrees; untraceably, or
asthe way ofafbsp in thefes, which goeth on fwiftly
when fla¢ feemes to ftand fill. Thus Babylon was ray-
fed and built 1n 2 myfiery,ind therefore ic 1s but juft and
proportionatle that the thould be caft downe and ruined
ina myftery. ‘
Nay wehaye an hint, yea a propbetique command that
- thisproportian fhall be obferved in the ruine-and de-
. ftru&ion of this Babylon in Revel.18.6. Reward her e-
wen as [he rewardedyou, and deutle unto her double accor- , ;
- ding tober workes : Add verfe 7. How much [bebathglo- o
réfied ber felfe and lived delicioufly, fomuch forrow and tor- I
ment give ber 5 that is,let her be caft downe by the fame C
_ftep< by which fhe climb'd up, both for manner and A
meafure. S e B
Thus you fee grounds for the generall and alfo for the -
particular, why Gods great {alvations of his peopleand goplication. -
efpecially from Babylon, are, fhall be, muft be fomy- - . -
fietioufly carriedon. The Application is thegreat er-
-rant inwhich [amfentacchistime. =~ - . '
_ - Arethe Lords great falvations of his people efpecial- »7e 1!
B Bz lyEeprin
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ly from Babylon, carried-on in 2 myftery ? Then my
firfk dofe or portion thall be meerly preparatory. Let us
make Englifb of this text, by engusring and fearching
. whetheror no the prefent great worke of falvation and
reformation that is in yowr biands ( for tis a worke of fal-
vation) be carryed-on in a myftery > What? is it a plain
worke of common providence in which ordinary caufgs do -
bring forth their wonted effe&ts and iffues, @ithost any
remarkeable variatson » or rather, is it not m extraor-
dinary, elaborate, fbadowed Mafierpiece , altogether
made up of Stratagems, Paradoxes, and Wonders > If
thus, then comfort your felves, you may corclude it will
" beagreatfduvastion, yea (asI {hall thew ) 2 falvation
from Babylon. Sothen, the whole bufinefe of this
preparatory ufe will be to enquire and #7forme our felves
. diftin@ly and erstécally in this great queftion [ whenisa
| falvasion carryed-on snamyftery? or» how may I know
fuchaworke? ’ .
1 anfver,as Pfal.x11.2. theworks of the Lord aregreat,

* yesthey may be {ﬁbt ot of all them that have pleafure
therein. Ifhall endeavour for our dire&ion and incou-
ragement,in thefe troublous times,to give fome fpeciall

- evsdences of an [hiding Savionr ] that1s of a great, Ba-
- bylonifh, myfterious redemption. . ‘
. t, Firft when the work 15 carryedon Se1rrrnasiy:
~ ThisI thall call {fepra Naturam] above nature. -
- 2, When, Casuarry; whichis [ preter naturam]
~ -befidesnature. ,
3. When, ContrARILY 2nd CONTRADICTORILY
- [ contra mataram] even againft nature.
L 1. _Firft when a work is carryed on S«pra natuyam{_ Se1.
\ Spiritwally.- RITUALLY]that is, more by fpirituall than by flefhly
" meanes. Thnswe reade of the Jewifh redemption from
' : Baby!lon,

. . Lot bl

’ T
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Babylon; Zecha. 4. 6. Thew ke (that is, the Apﬁd) L

) [peake and faid, Thia s the wordof the Lerdunte Ze

babel, [sying, Not by might,or armes, xor &y power, bat iy
my Se1nrr fasth the Lord of Holts. whoart thoa, verf.7.
O great moantasne 2 It wasa mountWye o rabéifh rhax

- lay there (as fome conccive) being the ruinesof the for~ .

met Temples as Nebem.q. verfe 2.20d 1o. This mogias

" taine muft be removed ere the grougd could bc!evélled; i

for a foundation : But how fhall thishe done ? ‘Not by
might, nor by power, but he fhall bring forth the corapr
ftone thereof, with [bowtsngs, crying Grace, grace unte .
It thould be done wezhost hands, only by the word afthe:
Lords mouth, as the Earth and Heavens were crea-.
ted. Butin Hag. 4.verf. 14. You fhall finde atbree-.

fold firring of {pirits that carryed on that work: Andthe -
Lord ﬂ'z'rred up the [pirst of Zerubbakel (it was an imme- .

diate working upon his {pirit, which neither man or de- -

vﬂs are ab]eto tcacﬁ-)t’)e j'oiz\of Ky bealtiel ,gafueri%gr Of Mddh"- .

and the (pirit of Fofush > the [om of Jofedeck the bigh Prie

&* the fpirit of al the remnant of the people.God moved the
fpirit of the temporall rulers, of Zerutbale/, that is as it
were the Parliament ; God moved the {pirit of thofe of
the Church, of Fofush the high Prieft, and of Haggas,
and Zechariab the Prophets, as it were the A[femély of
Divines, and God moved the {pirit of all the remzant of

" the pesple(the wholecommonalty) & they came &5 didmark

4x the boufé of the Lovd of HoSis thesr God:1t feemes it was

not for wages or out of any conflraznt.but only becanfethe:

Lordhad tosched their {pirits and inclined their hearts
tothisfervice. So it is {aid of Cyus in Ezra 1.1. The
Lord fFirredup the [psrit of Cyrus King of Perfia, he gave

" the Jewes leavetobuild; and did affift them; and fupply

verfe 1..

them with neceffaries for the fervice. .And Chap. 5.

e
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_ ther? Onely the AMiniffers preached them about the

. fugold and infitdr Grc. Exod. 1. 2. fo amongft s hath
"' domeintothe hearts of men,even then when *twa- fesred

_ raceof trne Englith heacts?  Who had  thought we
- hadbin fo rich in Parliamentary fpirits, as appears this

. andevenunto their own admiration. Yea fomelikethat

—1 .
.verfe 1. The Prophess, Haggas and Zechariah the funof

1ddo, prophefied unto the Fewes thut were in Fudab and Fe-
rufalem snthe nameof the God of Ifrael, even untothem; -
Then, verfc 2. rof¢ ap Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel and
Iefliwa the fon of Iozadek, and begar te build the houfe of ..
God. Why, what moved them at #hat time above ano-

worke: Asbefore I thewed that the wals of Bafyle~ mut
bepreached down, {0 it feemes here that. the wallsofthe
Temple muft be preached up. Haggas and Zachariab doe
fall to preaching, and then che rulers and the people doe
fall to bui!dir?. S , Lo
How parallell is our cafe with this? Hath might or -
weakneffe; fleth or fpirir, ¢ Iaske of your own confcien-
ces ) hadthe greateft froake in our greateft falvations
hitherto? Have notthe touched bearts , the willing pi=
rits ever bin tha chief inftruments? . Is it ot moft.evi-
dent that the Lord hath toucht {ome hearts with the fpé-
rit of wesdome and counfell, as fomerime he touched the
beart of Bezaleel and 4holiat, filling therm wich his fpi-
rit, inknowledge (yc. to devife cunntng workes, to work

he not given anextraordinary fpsrit of coysfell and wif-
that difufe and oppreffion had quite werxe o4t all theold

. Againe, othershavebeene 15 it were infpiré& witha
Spirst: of cowrage and magnanimity beyond prefident

Eatim, or like Gideon in'the ftory before, havebin called:
off from meane imployments, and yer have anfwered
\ : ’ - great J

ae=L_
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“Pe&'eﬁ'mth in ;hccm of warre ; fothat I mhc ot
but guefle that {ucceeding generationswricing the Hi-
ﬁos%oﬁthc& timeswill fpeake racher of :,C:E:‘u tham:
of 2 Generationof fouldiers inour age.
Once mose ; How many Nobles, Gentry, Minifters,
and le, every. where are fuddenly fpeung up like
Jouabhisgourd againf} this hot feafon 2men accomplith-
clwith {o manygraces, gifts, qualifications, fon this
worls, as-if they badbin infpired,cut out anccreatedpruv
pofcly for this fervice ? Beleeve it, thefe are things that
deferve 2 moft ferious confideration, ehey do provethat:
theworke is carryed-on fpirituatly. But that is noe )
all. B
Secondly, Salvationisthencarryedon in  myftery Cafually.
whenit iscarryed onf Pras e Naruran] [ Englithit
= [Casuarry]oraccidentally ;: that is, therow a multi-
tude of extraordinary accidents and cafualties. By cafu-
alties I donot meanethe a@s or effe@s of Pagan fortune,

b theals and effeds of extraordinary and [peciall Pro-
wvidence;when there isa frequent confluence of fuch ads
appearing in our falvations, this muf} needs be defides
naturesrode; for Quesafis fiynt earare fiunt, that is, ca-
fealises are ravities,(aich the heathen, or,things doneby
chance are feldomedone. Now when we fhall fee fuch
events falf in'frequently, thenwe muft conclude that the
finger of God isthere, this is not according tothe com-
mentuleand radeofmens . -

'ﬁﬂ’lrh?t ]{lou may u?daﬁland .:lx{:y meaning a little mo:;cf
y-inthisparticular, I will give you an inflamce of
| 'thh-mwﬁﬁvmees in thgc booke: and cafecf E-
. fher,Chapter 6.\Nfhen Namanhadmadefarewith King
. Abafueras (shat &5 Xerxes) for theurter extirpation of
L the Jewes andthat Effber }l;a&now— BegunametherMine e |
g ’ ‘ ' to L

-, . . .
wr . Ll e

y
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to counter-worke him, fee what a heape, what aclafterof
feafonable cafuall circumftances do happily fallin for
. theadvantageof Efther, and the difadvantage of Haman.

. Thus in fhert. : t

Firft, inverfe 1. Itis faid that [o7that night could not
the King fleepe] ‘What night wasthat? Juft the rext
night beforethat Efféer ftood engaged tobreak Aforde-
cas's matter to the King upon the morrow,Chap. s .verf.

- 8. thevery nightbeforerhat day, the King could not
fleepe: And it was al{o juft the night before chat Haman
meant to beg the execution of Mordecai. The night im-
mediatly beforethat thefé two things were to be fet on
worke, the King could not flecpe : why, what ayled hima |

. weheareof no extraordinary fad tydings which were
broughc him that could hinder- his fleepe; we reade of

- nodeflemper of Body that lay upon himy; thendoubtleffe
Gods hand was in it, therefore he'could not fleepe.. But
thatisnot all. o ,

Thereupon (fecondly) he commundedto Lring the booke
of Records of the Chronicls to be read before bim. Trues we
fay readizg and preaching will éring men.aflecpe though

~ they have little difpofitionto it before: but al this could

- nort inclinehimto flumber. This farther fliewes the
hand of God. -

Wells thirdly,. It was foeundwritten in the Beoke, that
Mordecas had doge o choyce peece- of fervice for the King:
Found, how was it found ? Hoiv did it come to Hand? did
the Reader willingly turae to this place that fo he might
make way to ingratiate Mordecas > That is improbable,
becaufe Haman that was now the darling of the. Court,
was Merdecaies knowne and profeft ezemy: Or, what did
the Ksng commard that he fhould curneto that place ?
No, that is not probable neither; becaufe we find by the l

-
... aa
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* Kings next queftion that he did %ot kzow to the contrary
" but that ordecas had bin already rewarded for this fer- .
-vice. How then came this about ? Surely, that very God
thar dire&edthe Exnuchwhen Phslip joyned himfelfe
unto his Charet to be readingthat place of #/asah the
Prophet, 4.8. And that Tesce that cryed to the Father
Tolle (" lege, take up and reade it {eems that very provi-
derce did dire&,that amongft all forts of fookes the King
thould Iyimh upon Hiitery, and amongt all forts of Hi-
ftory this volume, and amongft all the parts of this vo-
lume, th# page, this paflage, that fo way might be made
for E $thers intended motion. - , : .
" Well, fosrthly,ver{.3. A»dthe King Sato, what be-
nosr and dignity hath been done to Mordecas for thi2VWhy
_did the King take natice of this fervice at this time more
then formerly ; for it 13 faid, chap.2.ver.2 2. that E itber
had (fdraiefry) -certified the King of this bufinefle in
Mardecas’'s name, yet then no reward is thought upon? -
But it {eemes - Mordecas’s reward was kept for this very
time by an a& of extraordinary.providence. | \
But fifthly (to put 2 heape of cafualties together) That, -
‘Haman {hould fo {esfonably come i, in that very nick of .
time when A hafuerss was ftudying how to reward Afor-
decai. That, Hamaa fhould come in with that reques¥
and motion for the ¢xgcuting of Mordecas. Addeto
thefe, the Kiogs adm{fSion 'liffgﬂm 3 the queftion pro-
pounded to him ; and Hamans anfwer to that queftion,all
which you may reade in chap, é. verf. 4, 5, 6. And then
all thefe graines put together domake a great weight;Let
all thefe cafuall circumftances.be caft in, and you muf}
" confeffe that every particular.of them being a feverall
piece.of wonder,the whole doth make up little leflethan
& Miracle, - L : o
L o F 2 - - Homourable
i L eaad - ’
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‘Contr

 Qorily.

"~ Homor i)z aud Yefoved, how eafilly -could 1 thew you
the Feees.of fuch Tike C:iﬁ]!ﬂt-le‘, ‘Or perty-womders, inthe
glaffe of your ‘o proceedings? You have infances’
cnon%h of yourowne (I meanein your owse Hzstory )to

rallel all thefe ‘pamcubrs and a thouland more; 1
need niot to'go 4 borrowingforyoun. Only thusmuch in

- aword , this M suns of arities from hcaven, Is your.

daily bread. 1 muft on-wards.

Thirdly;a work is thencarried-on myferioufly;when.
it is carried-on [costrs maturam.] What Englifh (hall 1
have torcachithis exprefionwithall » VWhen a workeis
carried- on CONTRARILY: gnd CONTRADICTORILY:
¥t is anhard phrafe, bur fo vver-flowing are the myfteries
of mercy, which Godis now workmg amongft us, that
certainly our Englith tongue is grown teo zerrowto fend
uswordsto exprefle them. 1 muft therefore ufe the word
ContwadiBiorshy. Contradi@ory, what is- that? That is,
when a worke is promoted and carried-on by its contra-
ries. 1 muft(hew itby an inflance. "'When'the carriage
of a worke doth run T‘ke Samfons riddle, 1:;’; Y4.L4.
Osa of whe Euter came forsh meat, andoat of the flring
fwestweffe. ‘Thatthe Eater Thould yeeld mest, and the

fireng give out foseswefle, thisis fucha riddlethar a Rrig

Lgmubcanng it would beready to cry out-implicst,
dsa-contradiftionwudijetfo; yet foit is when enemies
becameﬁﬂﬁmn‘ of twez’kc a,gmsﬂ‘ themfelves , and

that is common ee amongft us.

If Sam(ons ri Ecttﬁ;{ﬁcmdy,adde '
snether exprefion outofﬂxeg! &-Iusm?fa.nz '

.,mw shevearifesh hgs: mdarkmﬂt.h isac-
cording onstarethat the dawning mr;ggont ofthe
2ight, andthat the more perfed Jny doth

dnmng isflill accordmg to mature, becaufe thie mcmﬁ |

T ated
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. isgraduall: But whenlight (hall arile immed ‘atly ouref - "
Aarknefle; when higb-nawne fhall fuddenly leape ot of
midright, fucha jumpeis againftnature, andyon muft
call it awnyflery ; becaufe it is held as.a Max:m amongt
Nutaml:jts,that}vatuu nthil agst per [altwm.the motion
ofnature is pot by leaps, buthy paces. Thus Afaré.4..2 8.
" Eurit the blade, t%a t;b):’um };fzer that rhe fall c;:;e i
the zare. Therefore asoften as we fhall fee a érauch (]
meanea fruit of Providence) like the Rod of davon, fhat
in eue #ight was budded and brought forth 4uds and
bloomed éloffomes, and yeelded Almonds ( Numb. 1 7+32)
{o often let ws confeffe with the Pfalmiff, This 4 ths
Lords desng, pud it is marvellow in omy eyes.
Yea, but when, ar where did we ever fee fuch. th.mgs
asthefe ?
- I would give fome few particular inflancesunder shis
head of falvation through conmmtm.md coutradiBes
ons. - As ‘
1. \Wien Enemaesdoe further 3 worke ag;am& them- 1. Ewemies -
felves, yea.and that by fighting agaimftit. Thiscontra- fartberers.
" diction we have found trie ever fince thebegioning.of
our prefent troubles. Theensemy by projecting & fight-
ing Reformation, hath: beth haftened and highe-
ned it mone then ewr felues could (perhaps would ) have -
- denedn thattime. VWhen there had:been a talke awhile_
aftenthebeginning of this Parliament, of {ome flomne -
qny of usitsmg the Kisgdomes by fome fpeciall Afosia--
| ic times ; ; -th; bysucrgﬁqgeur
. dmgcmmd obfirufkiug {as 1 remember ) theprocee-
dings, do-qwivhes gs intba Projfius fen: Andbecanfethat -
~ ebligationwaseafilybroken (eh lemenrable! ) bythe -
gawerality ofmen who -deforted theirowne proce&ion
. M Mﬁnﬁcwmﬂmm&a\k
: g .
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- ding'onehorrid provocation to another, by fightinga-
gdinft theParliament,denying them a being,proclaimiag
them Rebels,and owning the Diabolicall Rebels 6f Zre-
land as good Subjeds, to cut their throats;untill by fuch
fharp provocations as thefe, they had fp#r'd and {wvitch'd
the three Kingdomes into amoft Solemne Oath and |
Cevenant for acompleat Reformation. The men would |
not [uffer e (if wewould) only to pare and clip Prelacy, |
no, they will haveit pluckd up Roote & Branck, They
will not fuffer the three Kingdomes to reft in feverall
kinds and pitches of government #hd worthip, burthey |
will have one true reformed unsformity inthefeandallo- |
“ther Churches of Chrift. Thus their rage hathabun- |
dantly répened the worke. This is feemingly contra-
di&ory. - o B o
,. 2. Whenone and the (ame thing is at once helpfull o
Helpfull- Gods people, and hurtfullto the enemy. As it is fayd of
Hure.  the Angel, and of the Rillar of the Cloxde ,Exod 14.14.
© o _Andthe Angelof Godwhich went before theCamp of Ifrael,
"~ yemoved andwent behinde them, and the Pillar of the cload -
went from before their faces and flood bebindthem. ver. 20,
And it came betweenthe Campe of the Egyptians ; andthe
@mpe of Ifvael, and 5t was a cloitde of darkneffesothem, but
, . dtgavelight bynight tothefe; [othat the one came not neer
b - theother all the night. Such belpfull-hindering occur-
 reéntshaveweoftenmet withall , ‘that have provedlike
the extraordinary froff that (‘tis {aid) did fuddenly hap- -
pen in the North at the comming in of the prefent Scez-
' tifb Armys it blocked up the wayes of the enemy by abun-
dance of S#ow , - that they could not plunder and fire as
they intended;but it gave an unexpe&ed paffageof rce o-
- vertheriver unto our Brethren and their carriages. Ma+
— _ny like a&s might be fhewen, which uponthe onehz;ui ‘
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did fhew the Lards prefrwce with his people, (as I have
feenfome wo faced piGures) and onthe otherhard in

the fame fide the pi&ture of Satas for theruineof the -

enemies. : o L 1
3. When /iffes,are gasnes. - I have-rouched uporithis

-before; let meonly adde the inftances of the two great

3.
Loffes Gains

Publique Bartels thathave been fought in thisCsufe;at -

Keintonand at Newbery. Inthe beginning ofbothbat-
tels, tis {aid, we were fomewhat worfled ; to fhew that

Englandhad offended the Lord;and therefore our Father
didbeatus: Buttheti we congquered theenemytoo, to -

imply that the Lord would owne his owne Caufe and
people notwithftanding their failings. Thus viéi vici-
mus, by being firft worfted, we were mademore than cen-
querours | Peritfemus nifi perisfJemus ] being beaten wee

, §ot theday. This Examination is preparatory tothe

ollowing leffons.

Ufea. To snforme and [atisfie. Letno manthinkit P7% 2.

firangethat there is fo much [brsaking firetching and war-
ping from the right Party in the prefent times and con-
troverfies. No marvell if meer Sexfitéve common world-
lings and carnall pokticigys do fall off from this Divine
and Supernaturall Caufeand taske, 'Such : peore pur-
blind creatures were miftaken in this worke at their firft
comming-on. 1t was their lot to be caff apen the Parlis-
wment fide , andin that lot, they did looke upon carnall:

T o informe
and [atisfie.

and felvifb ends and arguments ; uponthe boavesand the

baggthat wereto begotten by Chrifts fervice, I meane
majority of mumber, probability of fhort dfpatch and
long prefesments after, did draw them totheright par-
ty: But firding the bufinefleto be an-fuly myfiery, find-
finj that the Lord did carry his worke thorow hills and

forced

A el

es of Land and Seas ;. yea and that they fhould be
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- forced to deny themfelves, to adventure:ali, toreroffe the
-fireame, 8cc. Here they went away forrewing, cthis wasvon

i hard:a (aying, the it. To :

3 afaying, they conld not beareit. Fo fpeik plainly:
g ' Honourable ,and Beloved, inthe beginning of this Par
3

lrament whienthe Lord did give you a plentifall Bresk-
faft of mofk {moothand happy (uccefle in your firfe pro-.

_ - ceedings, thereby to firengrhen you for she thaed dapes-

° morke and long journey that was to.comie, (ashegave 3

dostble breakfast vo Elijab when he wastotravell withour

P . meat fortydayes and forty nights, unte Horeb the Mount
i of God, 1t Ki#g. 1g.5,7,8.) You may remember ¢hae
g . m thofe profperous dayes you were. compaffed: a-

t

L. boutwith fiwarming Profeiytes, and feeming Patriovsof

S all bores and fizes : But how did maay of thofe Preter-
: - dersfaileyou inthe heat as éroskes in Summer

Senfitive Some of them:were meere fenfive friends; Thefe like
friends, ~ incredulous Thomu , would beleeve and adventure na:
farther than their fesfes (of fight and feeling ). did lead
- them. They would have theground of their faith at their

" [ingers-end, as Iob.2 0.1 5.and they were drawn-on meer=
-l asthat méxed multitude(or a grear mixtuee) that went-
.out of Egypt with the childrenef Ifrael, becanfeof the
L . miracles and mereies that there were wrought; Exod., 123
’ ~ 38. Andtherefore anon after when your hardthips be-
gan, this {xmemixture were the firft that fz4 te leffeng, as
tat Egyptianmixtiure did, Nuwb.11, 4. dndthe mixed
multitude that was ameng them féll to lafting, &'c. Thus

e ey e wem

i yons meere fenfitive friendsdid falloff. ,
\ Meere poli- Others were led by human neafon and Ehwl:qum
EL wcians, viftions ;, Fhefe did fick to Parliaments,. and P

. viledgesy as Orpubto her mother in law Naon. -
whilk (hecontinued Naoms (pleafant) butiw

~ flitions thebecame Marah (b1tter)thenthicy (as Onp
SO ..
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-is myfterious and fpirituall; therfore for us to build our - : o
hopes upon thingsthat are méerly carmall, muft needs N

..
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Ruth1. 14.20.) wept and kifed their mother in law, but

_ departea”.

. Shortly, alast fort were of falle or faint-bearted Pro- Falfe and
feffowrs, led with fome light of Religion ; they either f4int Pro-
brake-off like D em.is, or warped-off like Pasl’s acquain- fefors
tance at his ficft appearing before Nero,1 Tim.4.16. .

But_would you know the caufe of all this failing »

- Surely it was nothing but this (a: before Jthofe thallow-

headed narrow-hearted carnalifts were puzled in this
hard leffon of a #ystery. The meere saturall man can
reade in the booke of the creatures, ‘tis fo faire a print in

" Capitall letters, The Prudentiall man can .perceive the

charadterandconfirue the language of common providence:
And thus far they went withyou : But they werenotfo S~
much as, A-4-c-deriaas in the Lords Archivis (as they

fay,inhis A ansferipts,in hisBrachigraphy,l meanein the

firange language-and sbftrufechara&er of Reformation, -
and my fterfous Bibylonifh redemptions ; they tvanted
both Drdionaries and Speffacles-in thofe particulars.
“Then let not the apoftacie of carnalifts calfany difpa-
ragement uponthis glorious Myftery. That's a fecond

_Thirdly, if Gods grest falvations, of his people; efpe- #7¢ 5.
cially that from Babgylon bs carryed-on _iuPaco my&erfcc: R[p)éafe of
then amay with that great o/d Englilb fin of Carnallity,a- carnality.
way with Carnality in fo:h extreames, upontheright - Borh
‘handyand uponthe left hand» away with: carnall confi-
dence, and carnall diffidence. , -

* Firft, away withcarnall coufidence ; Be not too much C :
arnal con |

/ .
AL dnidi s Ca ¥ oae o e

lifyed up with outward fupplies, with outward ftrengrh 4
dhflog:cceﬂ'cs; but remember tha,t the frame of thiswork. fidemce.

be

-
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be 4 finboth ke: erogeneous and moft improper.We have
bin taught by experience, that flefhly and worldly advan-
tages hitherto have contributed /ttle tothe principale

not been tothe (wift, northe battell to the frong , mor yet-
Eread to men of underflanding,Ecclef.9.11.\We never had

* (I thinke ) o0 few Armies forany fervice and ingage-

ment {ince we began ; perhaps. fometimes through the
corruption of our hearts we have had toomany, as God
fayd unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are tooma-

1) for me togive the Midianites intotheir harnds. Confi-

cu/
Carnal dif-
fidence. -

e ————
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der farther, thatcarnall confidence éegets carnall diffi-

dence; asthe hot andcold fits in an Aguifb-fever doe.
mutually intend and heighten one another. Therefore

away with carnality upontheright hand, with carnall
confidence. v , :

And thea on theother hand,by the {ame reafon, away
alfo with carnall diffidence in cafe of the want of outward
fupplies and fucceffes : Remember the Do&rine, that.
hath faid that this worke isaworkeoffasth, and not of
fenfe, and continuall experience doth evidence that whex
me are weak we are ffrong: My meaning is,that we {hould
not bé any longer like weather-glaffes fuffering our hopes
and fpirits ro rife 8¢ fall according to the tydsugs of good

~ and bad fucceffes;that we (hould not live upon dsurnalis

faith, or upon the ayre of newesand intelligence: But

~ Iet our hopes be like the life of the faints that is hidwith

Chrift in God : Let them have a furer foundatios than a-
ny thing that bafe carnality. can fuggeft: Let not our

. confidence tike heavy Ef7 fall hackward and break their

necke upon the report of every defeate: Had EX born

)

part of thisworke. Commonly (hitherto) therace bath. -

up thorow that blaft, he might have feen that theZsffe of |
the Arke, was in concluffon,the advantage of Hreacl; ﬁ ‘
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that the Philiftians werenever fo thamefully featen as
by that wiffory ; for that very Arke when it was fee
up inthe honfeof Dagon did conquer the Ido] in his owx
Temple, for hishead and both the palmesof his hands
were cut offupon thethrethold> and only the fumpe of
Dagonwasleft whole: Yea, and the Philiftines them-
felves werte faine at laft, as ic were to érébechieir prifoner
withgolden-Mice and Emreds, to begone; andwere
~ forced to fend the Arkehome againe, with thame, and
coft enough. o o
But there are many ﬁ{'pecious arguments given, -in ex-
cufeoffuch carnall difidence.  As : -
Firft, Oh ! But there is gzeat sppefitien,many, mighty Qéjm"‘
Rubborn epemies there areagainftus» :
Thisisa good evidence thar you areaboutachoyfe- =
piece of Church-worke. Shew me a ~Reformation ™ (1 AR 5
_thiuke there is fcarcely one) in the booke of God, or in .
our Proteftant Hiftories, that went on withost diffi-
-cmlties and obftruGions. So that thefe very crags and
bogs which you pafle thorow in the way, are not difcou-
ragements, but wdy-markes, ¢hat is certaine fignesthat
o ate right in the old Reformation-way that hathi ever
, z(i)nutroddm- Thus 4{s had no fooner fetuponaRefor- -
- mation in fudab,(2.Chron.14. & 2.Chron. 15.)by Cove-
nanting firiGtly withGed; by pulling downe Idolatry,
and by removing Queen 4#£secba her Capuchins, but 2 -
thoufand thoufand £sbroprans are let inupon his King-
doms, as though Hell it felfe had bin let loofe. SoKing
Hexekiah, After thef things (faiththe rext) awd the effa-
5[;%“”#’69’”, ( 2. Chron. 212. 1.) thatis,ah tb"”
Chapters full of Reformarion that you reade ofbefore § .
- Thew Spwacherst; King of Allyria, came snd emered snio o
Judah with 4 great Army. Thercforethéfebops» crags,
e G2 . and
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and brambles, are approved way-markes and incourage-
ments. ~ : -
Anfw.2. - Againe, youmuft giveparting-Devslls leave to tea
' and fome whenthey are to be immediatly<caft out. The
evill {pirit will have one p# with the poffefled perfon,
when he is })acking.You know it is fo faid,Revel.r2.12.
The Devsll ts come downe having great wrath, becaufe bee
' -knowes that be bath but a [bort time. And foin Mark,g.
2 6. When the demée Devill wastobe caft out (as how
many dumbe Devils.are now cafting out of many Pa-
. - rifhesintheland! ) heedid teare theman, and rest him
. ~ {ore, that he was as one dead. This we muft look for, i
il is a fignethat the Defvrl 4s going.
O4jed.». . Butthework is tediouss oh this prol/ixty isthat which
’ doth weary us > o o ‘
“Anfm.1. . This is but proportsonable, when a humour hath been
. folongagrowing and crufting in the Kingdom;it would
v be dangerous to pwrge it fuddenly ; our Body-Polstique
would hardly beare the firesgth of the Phyfick. This pro-
o ‘ lixity therefore is a wife mercy. :
. dnfw.2. - Addey that all this prolixity is #fwaZ in {uch folide
| -Church-work: Theretarse of the Jewes from Babylen,
taking-inthe whole of ir, that is, the two pieces, {piritu-
-all and temporill (the éuslding of the Temple, and of the
-mwall of the C;t}) was upon the wheele, as I remember, tho-
7.0 rongh fome fever Princes reignes, viz. Cyrus, Cambyfes,
gfrfgj; Dargim Hi St afpis, Xerxes or z% bafuerns, Arta'xer;:él{{u-
* - gimany, Darius Nothus, Artaxerxes Mnemon : But our
Reformation as yer is but in the reigne of the fixth
fince it began ; The numéber may be thus computed, v#z.
Ny Henry 8. Edward .. Queene AMary, Queene Elizabeth,
~° King Zames;and our Soveraignthat now reigneth. Ther-
forethisprolixdtyhatha patterne, ‘tisufually. .
- Latty §
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. Lattly, it is alfoprofitatle and advantageous for us. It Anfw.3.
istrue, whena Rsver runneth with many turningsand
windings, the effel that failesupon her doth make the
,longer voyage from place to place; but thofe twrnings
and Meanders are abundantly proficable to the bor-
.dering snhabitants, both to prevent snundations, by /
breaking the ffrength of the flouds , and .to multiply '
- rich Meadows and paftures by its various.indentures :, So-
thereis.the lfe danger, and the more frastfulzefJeby the
prolixity of this myflerious work. - . -
But in the meane-while we are szdoze inoureflates? o405, .7
‘That was Micha’s language:when he had loft his 7doll. 4 e 3
Take heed that wee doe not idolize our eftates and make =~ = %
them our gods, then indeed wee (hall cry-out and fay as
- bedid,what havewemore2 But, . s
Farther, they arebut exchanges of remporals for {pi- 4afip, 5.
rituals, earth forgold : hath not thy fosle gained fome- ) '
thing by thefe troubles in recompence of that which thy
purfe hath loff 3 VW hat, not fome éxperience, fome hu~
miliation, faith or holinefle ? . -
However, thy-God # left with thee ftill, and that God 4#fw. 3.
is ableto fetch fweet out of bitter, good out of evsl/, not ,.
onely out of the evill of puntfbment , but outof the - i
evillof finne it felfe. In fhort, this Do&rine doth an~
fwer all carnall obje&tions that can be moved.But I muft
haften.. - -, : ' : oo
Are Godsgrear falvations: carried-ori'in 2 myflery » 77e 4.
Then inthe fowrh place, let usbe sdvifedt6 Jooke upon To Advife
- this work as ¢ fsto be carrsed-on, that is, fpiritually, ex- 4nd (onnfels
traprdinarily, myfterioufly ; that fo we may 70t be mi- o
ftaken in opt way and taske, asshany carnall politicians
and formall Nestors have mifkakenthe work, and fo mi+
{caried and fallen awtay at laft. - B
S G3 © Confider;,

L i)

) B
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. .Confider, Honeuratle and Beloved, it is not a Towrney,
but a ¥oyage, which the Lord hath put you upon : You
- know the difference; ina Voyage there isoneand the
- fame commox [efety or (hip-wrack oo all the paflengers,
they muft fwim or fink together: Not fo ina land Jour-
ney: In a VoyF there is much hard-fbipby lodging,
dyer, firaightnefle, and dangers by rockes, fands, Pirats,

- tempefts; Not foina land-journey. But efpecially [ -

-

. Buel.

call your taske a2 Voyage, in refpet of the vari-
ous mations and path-lefle wayes into which your worke

" doth carry you. Sometimes the Sea-man is forced to
berd it 10 and fro, fothat an unskilfull {pe@ator would
thinke that he doth So.ﬁ)tth andbacke : Another while
‘heisfaineroffrske allhis fasles, andto driveat Hull, {o
that he feemes utterly to negle& his 7effel/; yet all this

* whilehee is ar his worke, and doth make way as he can.
Butabove all the reft,you muft remember that ina Voy-
age there are #o0 L anes, no foot- paths,no high-way. Mer-

suriesto._direé the Sea-men g all theit dire@ions mufk -
. be fetched from the Pole and Starscompared with their

Card, their Compaffe, and touched Nevdle ; their path

{yeth sn Hesven, notbelow. $o youhaves God above,s

guidein Heaven, you have his #word and will for your
Card &'Co s and your ewn hearts souched with-
dnyou, fiill fanding God-mard : Thefe muft, thefe can
guide you thorow a fea of miferies and myfteries unto
© ~ the Havenof Reformation and deliverance whete you

+  wonldber, Leétthefe @nides and Guidancis bee clofely
- followed, and then #0 matter for waves and windes, no

matter for Sea-fckneffe, cisa good figne of the progreffe

of thé fhip, and 'vis good Phyfckero the pafienger. - - .

. But fuppdfeall che premiffes are granted, damely
that this work in its carriage is fo fpitigunll,éaﬁm_ﬂ,égn:
i - tradi@
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tradi&ory,fo truely myfterions;how then :;;5 we foorder

and leflon our felves, asto difcharge oar duties infnch-

difficult fervice 2 This myftery doth feeme to Ieave us
in a meere mule of contemplationywhat aftion or pra«
&1ce is there left tous to be performed in this cafe? what
doing leffons may be fetched from hence ? -

*There are fome fure. Pralicall Leffons tobelearut

from the myfterious carriage of our prefent falvations 5

‘andthat I may fhew them themore fuliy > you muft
" know that inthis worke there are two parts.

Aliguid D svinum, 5 c.Something Divige,and Super-
naturall, which is chiefly the L ords-ends,

Aliquid Humanswm,@¢.Something more humane and
fecular, which ismans ends and aymes. -

Now the great leffon in generall which we are to

Arfw. .

~

learne,isto ‘fizcke and cleaveto all Gods exds aboveany -
of our owne. [t was agreat efrour of the Jewes,and Hag- -+

F—“ o

gaf complaineth of it, Hag. 1. 2. that they fell 2 build-

ing of their ewne boufes | but let the boufe of Ged lie waft -
thereforethe Lord s faineto curfe, and crofe themin -

their owne {elvifh defignes, even in'the frust of the field,
andsin their very meate, drinke, and cloth, as yon may

readeverfe 6. Yoz have fowne much,and bring in little, ye -

eate,and bave not enoughs yee drinke, Lut yee arenot filled

with drinke; yeo cloth yee, but there is none warme , and be -

shat earnath wages putteth st insoa brokentag. God did

croffe them inthings neereft to them, that fo they arighe -

loeke more after bvs part ofthe worke. And indeed it is
the wonderfull mercy of God to us, that thefe two parts
of the worke (Reformaison and Daliverance ) are fo twi-

geal together,that wé arenot able rd feparatethem.God -
ath now foindifolubly interwoventhe reforméng of re-

ligiomwith the fastlemsens of lawes and literties | that we

cannot -
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"cannot, picke off the latter,and leave the former; Other-

wife (I feare) we (hould ere this; havebin playing the
children, that ufetoeate of their bony, and then throw
the éreadtothedogs. Butour Father hath fo wifely or-
dered the whole, that if we will have no Reformation of -
Religion, we fhall have no more Lawes, Parliameats,Li-
bertes,nor Priviledges ; Therefore it will be our wife-

dome, to looke chiefly after the Lords part of the

worke. . : -

But, What is Gods Part, End,or Aime ?

I anfwer, the Lords ‘ends, defignes, or defires, (3s1
may call them) inthis great worke, may be confidered-
two wayes, either generally, or particularly. : o

‘Firft, his genzrall, or publique defignes which he doth
owne and aime at, requiringusto promote them, may
be reduced to thefe three fores. T -
" 1. Workes of Piety. The Lord doth abfolutely re-
quirethe Reformation of Religion at this time, both in
Doftrine,worfbip, Difcipline, and Gevernment, in the
Chuyrch. Wemuft outwith 74ols, rot orely thofe in

- wood, ftone, or glafle, that is in walls and ~vindowes; byt

thofe living Idols thar are in Pewes and in fome Pulpits, |

they muftout 5 1 meane all 770ll-[bepheirds, and duméb-

dogs. While Ifracl waswithout a teaching Prieff t? B

were without Law: A Preacherlefe people,wilbe a lawleffe

people. Inthort, the Lord would have yoa to demolifh

all high places, and not to leave fa much asthe ffampe of
Dagozremaining: Yea to bury all the reliques of Ro-
mith Fezabeleven theskull, and the feet, and the palmes

of ber hands. Alfo the Lord doth expeét that you.fhould, *

romote the latei§olemne League & Covenant,xhattriple

Cable of the three Kingdomes, by’ which the A4 scbor of -

ourhope is faftned, that three-fold Cord that bindﬁ,:(l;i

At X oL : ’
. ) s a
S Y . . . . aads

i
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- for feare he would leave their City. Thus if yeedo firft
" build the Lerds-boufe and do become faithfull Afidwives

> fcalesof Juftice;the Archeft Prelate of the land. Beleeve

- when we do fly before the enemy , as Fofb. 7.26. when

¢y toos that is, that youtake fpeciall #ot7ce of the moft
doing and [uffering places and perfons,that have layd out

thers houfe were flain by Saul, 44;de thou withme, feare © L
ez, for be that [eeketh my life, fecketh thy life, but mighme - . -~
LY , ) H . . . o “l -
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thefe Kingdomes together and unto God;and is like that .
rolden chaine with which the Tyrians (when Alexander fyriniin
caguered them) bound faft their tuselar god, Apolle ; virh Alex.

to hislabouring Church, then doubtleffe will the Lord
deale well with you, and will make you boxfes,as Exod.1.17.
zo' z 1‘ N . 'v . / .
2. Workes of Juftice are a part of Gods generall defign of Inflise:;
ar thistime, you cannot but remember the fervice of '

T

- © g
e a el b i Ry TR

A

timewith Zf7ael, and the double reward that followed 5
publique to the State,(the plaguewas ftaid,)and prevate \‘

to his own family,the fervice of God in the Church was
particularly intayled upon him and bis pofterity. Nam4.
2 5.Andblefled be God,that you have now put tnto the.

-
" ry 2 ‘
A, .

it > fuch fervices as thefe, are the way to procure
unto us a valley of Ackor for adoore of hope, eventhen

Achan was found out and put to his #ryall according to
juftice, the wrathof God was flopped ; and the late vi-
&orious City of A7isfoonetakenin. ~ ~ S

3. The Lord doth now call for workes and as of mer- Of Merey: 3

themfelves in this caufe to the utmoft,that like that poor _.

widow, 1.Kings 17.havemadea cake forthe publique,

out of their basdfull of meale , and thereupon are much

difirefled and fcanted. You remember what David (aid -
1nto Abiatharywhen for hisfakeall the perfons of his fa-
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jbah thou be.in fafety: Much more ought chofe faichfull
Perfons, Towns, Cities, and Countries to bereleeved
- thar have been moft acive dnd paffive for God and the

. Kingdome in this Caufe.

ADi fi- _ Andhere, Ohhow gladly could I weepe in 2 Paren-

onfortbe - thefis,for, and over the Countryof my Natrvity, theplace -

weff.

S B
»
.

F——r——r———

Promete

enlar de~
Jignes.

of myfathers Sepulchres which lyeth waft | where {o many
Loufes and places are confumed with fire | Oh the uriparals
leld mifery of the ftill-declining weft! /s it nothing to
you, allyethat paffe by! Behold andfee if there be anyforrow
Like unto our forrow, which i done antons, wherewith the
Eordhath affliledus, in the dayof bis fierce anger; Lamen,
r. r2. Could I but draw forth intheir due colowrs the do-
#ngs and fefferings of thofe parts of the Land , 1 am- per-
fwaded (what ever fame may chatter) that I fhould pre-
- vaile with the dryef-beart in this great Aflembly, to con-
triéate, at leaft a teare towards our reliefe and fuccour..
"Frue, I confeffe the Lord is#ighteous, for we haverebelled |

. againft bis mouth 5 but yet for doing andfuffersng inthis

great Caufe, I am perfwaded thole parts may be ranked
amongft theforemaft of the Kingdome : And my humble -
defireis, that accordingly they may haveplace sxyosr
prayers and cares, Thus let the Lords gezerall and pub- |
lique defignes and ends be firft.confidered and promoted..
" But fecondly, I muft tell you that God hathother col-
laterall defignes, (and as I may callthem,) zstermediate

Gods parri+ s in this firange worke, which weoughe alfo to ob-

ferve and furthet to our uttermoft; that's the fecond pr-
8icall leffor,. As it is with thofe that labour to findeout

the Philofophers-ftome by diftillations, their u/timate and

principallend istomakegold.yet by the way and collate-
rally they finde out many rare experimenssand excellent
ehiymicall extra&ions , which are of preciousufeand |




!

" ¢che Honourable Houle of Commons. I 1

value: So is it in this great work of God, his gr#»dprin-
' cipall defigneis publique falvation, both by Reformafi-
oa and Deliveranee ; but hehath many collaterall, oc-
- cafionall, intérmediate defignesand effe@swhich hein-
tendeth and produceth by the way. As for inffance he
. hath (fuppefe) a defign, and an experiment to be made
“upen hisowne Church and people, asto t7y the particular
gracesof this or that faint, whar ftrengeh of festh, what
depthof . hswmslity, what latitude of patience there isin
their hearts : Qr ifnot for tryall, then (fuppofe) for par-
geng,orcorrefiing.or impreuing; and it fhouldbeour care
to record fuch experiments for after rimes , whether \1
theytendto our humiliation, or to our confolarion. -A- ‘
‘notjpr while the Lord hath a defigme upon the ezemy (as
-1 fhewéd inmy grounds) to make him fill up the mea-
{ore of finne, and confufion of face or perfon. The open
adverfaries mufthave their fall loade,and the fccret Nen-
ters muft be detefled, as'vis fayd, Lukea. 35. Yesafword
fbal pierce through thine own fide,that the thenghts of many
bearts may bevevealed, The flats and gathes ofthe pre-
fant {word dospe~ and let out many a fecret thought.
wha o ts wife, avd will ol ferve thefe things, even they %mll -
uuderfiand theloving kindaefeof the Lord, Plal.ro7.43. .
| Let-the clogng-branch of application bee a Cordiall, Vfe .
. Thereis a Cordiall in this Do&rines and I'iopea Cor- Enconrage-
- diall isnot unfeafonable at a F4#2,{o as it enableth us the 7.
meore heartily to go through the work of the day.” Then
here isa meliing Cordiall, for by the myftersous carriage of
our prefent worke we may eafily gather that Godisnow |
- upon fomegreas {alvatiozyeyupon a falvation fromwe-
" flerne-Babylon, Thewhiole-weglftn all its progrefle looks
~ “exa&ly like the fore-told deftru@ion of Basylon ; For
- ourGodyeven whilfk he bederh himfelf,is ftill the S dwim}' :
.- ., : 0

L : |
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of this Ifrael Mine encouragement therefore fhall lye in
the¢famewords (for fo God hath direGed us) that you
~ had in the morning from my reverend Brother 5 it {eemes
God wil have us botb to drive the fame nailethat it maybe -
fet home tothe head.It is in Hag.2.4.Tet now be fireng,0.
Zerubbabel, (aith the Lord, and be firong O Fofuab,fonne of
Fofedech the bigh Priest, and befirong O yee people of the.
Land andworke (for 1 amwith you,fasth the Lord of Hofts. ).
Here is fomething for af ranks, Parliament-men,’ Ze-
4 rubbabel, Aflembly of Divines,/ofuab ; And all the peo-
( ple, the whole Commonalty : The firength of theargu-
ment lyeth inthat fweet Parentbefis at laft, and I 3
V clofewith thehandling of it (For I am wsth you,[asth the.
Lordof Hofls.) Inwhichyoumay obferve but thefe twe-
blafisto fill your failes. -~~~ . - -
. Eir§t, whoisthe Master-buslder, the ArchiteQthat-
‘imployes you, and accordingly you know whitherto ﬁo

for your. wages. I am with you, f{aith the Lord of Hoffs.
Would anyman aske a more honourable fervice than
under.the Lord of Hoffs 3 For bonor eff-1n bonerante, and it
comes properly by Armes. Cerrtainlyy the Lord never. .
put amore bonowrable imployment into the hands of the
[ons of England,than he hath put this day into yosur bands,
What, to be Champions for God, to be Buslders, Falers,

- Reformers for thewhole Proteitant Casfe and world !

.- How many of our zealous Ancestors have caft in their
prayers, iteares and £loud, to entasle upon usbut the pre--
parations and probabilities of this great work 2.How did
they lang to have {eene one of thefedayesa farre off, bur -
did not fee them ? Davsd was not perhitted to build the -
Temple, but God refervedythac ®ork for his fon Zedidiab
(for fo the Lord himfelfe called Solemon) whowas the

L beloves of the Lord, Doyou think it a {mall thing to.!z

‘ . G

__J
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 Gods 1edidiabs inthis refpe&? To be builders of an Hoafe

to the God of heaven, is your honour. But that isbut_

balfe. .
Secondly, look upon Gods owming of the worke ; TFhis

Lord of Hofts wili bewith you. \Would any man in the

- worlddefire aclearer promife thnnwas thisto Zerwbba- -
Eel; I will be with you,upon aiy word,upon mine Honour, '

- ypon my Deity I will be with you ?

No (you will fay) we would 7ot n'!bé furer word to  Objeg,

our felves, but that was made pecslsarly to the Zewes:Had
we but fuch a promife, we wonld ftick at nothing ; Had
webut thefasth of heaven {0 ingaged to us »- o
" 1 anfwer, Tox haveitas tbqia

may {ay, you have it more fully ; For they had it promi-
fed, and therefore it was s future, yet to come: But you:

. have it, 7 prefents, inliand. Open your eyes arid behold:

your incouragements; the Lord fpeakesto you in deéds;
. and faith, Lo,7 A v weshkyou sn all thiswerke; youmay feele-
‘my pre[enzeupon everyoccafion, =~

ad it nay, in fome fort I 4 #/w™

Let meresfdn with you a little Beforethe Lord:con- Confider.

cerning his providence over you. Did-everthe Lord fo

~ clearelv, fo vifibly owne an Englifb Parliament as hehath
owned you? Doebut fir# looke backe upon your firft

4

-Convestion, Areyou not the very é1rth of the prayers of Convention,:

many generarions » Were you ,not as a érand fzatched
out ofthe fire kindled Betweene England and Scotland 2-
TJuft as were thofe Reformers inthe Babylonifth Captivi«

tie s 1§ not this 2 brand (faith God, Zech, 3.2.) pluckt out-
of the fire 2 Suppof2:a man of judgement. commiag into 2
room where there s a fire burning, and hc runneth hafti-
ly to the fire-fide, fratcheth thence 1 piece of wood, and'
endevours by all meanesto extinguith the flame that is
- upon it;will not every rationall u!:_lan prefently conchll]dc
: T, ng that .
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that be intendeth that piece for fome (peciall fervice 2 In

thisfenfe (as I conceive ) isthac Metaphor ufed in that
lace ; I not this & brandpluckt out of the fire2 As if the
.ord thould have faid, Have I plucked Zof#4h out of the
fire of Babylon,& fo thisParliament out of the fire ofthe
two Kiogdoms, when they were inacombuftion fome
threeyears fince, to caft them into the confuming flames

‘againeat laft? No {urely, thar isnor the Lords ufuall

mannet. . “ . o N
- Andas for your Carvention, {o fecondly confider the
progrefle o?r providece i, your fettlement. How. hath
God faftned you as 2s:le in afure place 2 This is an ar-
gument in which the Jewes did comfort themfelves at
the time of their returne from Batylon, Ezra 9. 8. And
now for alittlefpace; grace bath been [bewed from the Lord
oxr Gody to leave usa remnapt to efcape, andtogivemsa
Narie szhis boly.place,gre. Surely,you are our remnant
efcaped, without which'we had beenas Sodome, and as the
inhabitantsof Gemerrah ; and you are faltned as a »ayle
in a fure place, by a [peciall A for your continuance, a-
boveall fgtmer Parliaments. W ell did the Lord fore-fee
both what a great worke himfelfe would put into your

" hands ; and what great oppofitions yqu fhould meet with-

all, When God doth thus. faften a #2)le of power and

©authority in a fureplace, heedothufually intend to han

{ome extraordinarywesght. apd glory upon it, as it is fai
of Eliak:m, who was a figure of Curisy, Efai. 21.23.

" And }willfaiten bimas a nayle in a fure place, Gre. verf. -

24.Andthey[ball bang upan bim all the glory of bis Fathers
Hosfe, theoff-[pring andthe ifJue, all vefJels (of (mall g9an-
titie) fromthe velfels of cuppes, even to allthe veffels of-

(L8 ..
Thirdly, befides your extrordinary comvention & up-
. _ paralleld
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paralleld faftning , Confider laitly what the Lord hath

: foryoa™y
done % aud > fince youcametogether.
(Y e _ ,
1. For You. How often hath he given anew lifeto
- yom'wbole Houfe, colleitively & in common, & that fome-
times by refcuing you from bloody A[fefinates? Oh !
let the the 4throf January Anmo1641. be unto you as
the sth. of Nvvember 1605. Sometimes by giving
youthe victory inche open field> wlten your lives lay at
ftakein the battle, " as inboth thofe generall Battlesat
Keintonand Newlery. Befides,how many of your #Mem-
bers diftributsvelyhave had their livesgivenunto them .
as a particular prey,béing fnacthe out ofg naturall and vi-
olent deaths fince they began this fetvice? I do not fpeak
this thar your heattsthould be Aifted up within you,but
that they may be lifted up in the wayes of the Lord.

2. Nextconfider what God hathdone By Youalfe;

did ever the Lord do fomuch werk of this kind in fo fhort
atime (how everwe thinke the time to be long) fince

Proteftant Reformationbegan inthe Chriftianworld  g/,i0..;
Iffo, then I wasmiftakenor forgerfull ift reading thar (omma-
exat Record of Reformation fince Lutbers begif- raria.

omuck worke done (you will {ay > ) Alas,alas, what et
¥ there done all this while, befides the kindling of anun- =~ -

naturall warre 2 As for Reformation there 1s #othing
compleatly perfelied in thatto this day, for want ofthe.
* Royall affent ¢re. .

I anfwer firfl, yes there is fomewhat already ddne,the Arfw..

beft, the fpirstaall part of the worke doth ftill go on, and
the reafon why we fee it not, is becaufe we boke to the

e ls || . _ s omab ae . b -
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- ASermon preachéd atalate Faﬁj:cfoté'

totheinward and fpirituall part : For thss abundantly -
goeson ftill even in the middeft of all the ftormes ; The

wall is buslding though in traubloas times,as Dan. 9.2 5.
Have you ever beenuponthe fhere at low-water, and
therc obferved the comming inof the tide 5 you thall fee

firftone little wave creeping forwards, and prefently re-

" tiring it felfe again, and fo anocher and another, but eve-

Aafo..

) 3 TR

ry one doth ftill retreat as foone,as faft,as it did advance, .

{o that a diligent obferver viewing the water in motion;

may eafily beleeve thar the floud ‘doth 78t at all iuereafe.

- But fet amarke , or keepe your ftanding neere the wafh

of the waves, for a fhort time, and thenyou (hall quick-
ly and clearly fee and feele that all this while it is flow-
sngwater ,and anon infenfibly it will be full-fez. Se in
the prefent great worke, though there appears to bea

- wiciffitade of vitories betwixe God and his enemies,

though fuceeffe doth feeme to a carnall eye promifcusufly
rogo andcome, yet ftand ftill 2 whilesand looke upon

_thefpirituall, thcrel?ious partofthe worke, andyou

fhall find the waters of the fan@uary ftill flowing and in-
creafing, as in Ezeksels vifion, Chap.47. fitft they were

‘tothe ancles, nexcto the £aees, thento'the loynes, and

. laftly they were 2 Rsver that could not be paffed over. I

meanethat the worke of Reformation fiillgoeson; there

. wedo getgroand, asto perfest 2 Proteftation into a Co-

venant to rpern an Impeachment into a Roote ¢ Branch,
andinaword, -tofettle an: Affemély of Divines as a
generall refiners firetotry all metals inthe Church,. |

But fecondly, whereasyou fay, that nothing is yet’

_compleatly perfested for want of the Royall offent,

.Know this, that the Lord doth carry-onthis ﬁ-amc of .
building in like manner as Solomons Temple was buile.

. Doc yay not remember how Selomonbyile his Templea.

- L . i A
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© youmayfee it in 1. Kings 6. 7. Andthe houfewhen it was

Y
At

_-&% immons:

. s#building was built of loremade ready befere it wasbrought

“thither,(o that there was nesther hatnmer or axe; er any toole

of sron heard in the houfe while it'was im buslding: Andin

King . 6. it isfaidthat the Cedar-trees were bewemand -

made fit in Lebanon, and thenthey were érought downe
by water unto the place where they wereto be ufed: and
verfe s5.you (hall readethat Solomon had threefsere and
tenthoufundthat bare burthens, andfourfcore thoufarnd that

were bewers in the Mountaines @c.  Juft fo- is the

building of this Chriftian Proteftant Temple carryed-
on: The Lord prepareth ome piece of thebuilding in
. Germany, there he hath had thoufandsof hewers of wood
and fellers of trees thefe twenty yeers, to cut down fome

andto fquare-out others for this ftructure; hehathoe-

thers, that beare éurthens in Ireland,and they (hall bring
.in another kinde of materials 5  And then Scotland doth
come in perhaps with foader and cement , they fhall fur-

ther us in Covenanting; and at laft,whenall thefemate-

rials thal be brought in place éy water (by our prayers)

" thenyou fhall fee 2glorious Temple fet up, perhapsin.
ene weeke, nay, in 2 day or a night, and that without the

“moyfe of axe or hammer,or azy toole of ivon: Youarebewing
inthe Houfe of Parliament;the Dsvines are fquaring in
their A{Jem#ly, in onehight the Lord isable to worke
upon the beart of the Xing ( for he hath it inhishand )

and to deliver him into the bofome of you his faithfill

Counfell, &then the whole work may fuddelily be pafr

~fod and finithed. ,
Omward therefore Noble Builders, onward, -up and bé

docng your feverall parts; your God is invincible 5 your

" Casfe 1s invincible,- and nothing is fo like to hazard usas

&ot adventwring ;. Your labour, your coft, your adven-

e tasdaceniedohere ma,ﬁdg;i'
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" The Solo-

. The Davids

[ thall borrow it inthis fenfe, tPeter t.x 3. das inrim
_ Hope antothe end, that is, adventure for God and tru ft
him to the attermaft, to the brinkesto the edge, to the exd
of all meanes and poffibilitics, to the laff #mch of the
candle; to the /aff duft of meale in the barrell, to the leaft
drap of oyls inthe bottome of the Cruze. .Thusdid that
ore widow. Thusdid Aérabam, Gen. 22. Firft his
.fon Zfaac, and himfelfe went, verfe 8. tothemount, he’
built an Altar, layd the weodin order,found Ifaac his fon,
. leydhim on the'Alear upon thewood (yet the tryall is
not come totheedge thebrinke, the uttermoft:) But
laftly, verfe 10. Abrabam firetched forth bishand, and
tooke the £7:feto flay his fonne. This indeed was hope
ageinfl bope, as, Rom, 4.18. This was trufting te the end.
But was Aérabam a lofer byit> Sare I am that King
Sauldid lofe akingdom for want of an hesres faith, and
adventuring farther, as 15am.23.10.¢8¢c. Labour there-
foretotruft the Lord to the uttermoft end of meanes,
ea above and againft them, rather then fin 2gainft him
y unbelife. Labour (in three words) ro play the Sole-
mows, the Davids, the Samfons in this worke. .
_ Fisft to play the Selomons : thatis, asyouhave bcgun
this Reformnation , {0.do your utmoft endeavour to fasfh
it inyourdayes. Beleeveit, when youbavebnile the
Hosfe of God, you fhall have both leave and ability to
build your ow7e beufes. You tead fo of Selomenin v. King
9. 1. When hehad built the Houfeof Godthen he buile
his ewne boufe, and a houfe for his #sfe, and the houfe of
the Foreft of Lebanon, :

Or if you may not bee the Solmions, yer labour o be
Davids inthiswerke, Youknow God dénied mmto Ds-
vid the honour of building his Zempls : Yet Dawid
- would not utterly bee put oé_hecwill bee doing 2s mueh

‘ashemay: Firft ﬁr»ﬂlftﬁﬂ? to the werke; ¥ Chyog. J
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Next, hee drawes-i his Nobles and all his People, as deep-

ly ashee can. Andthirdly, hee leaveth alfo a Stockeof
Prayers behind him, 2 Ghron. 29. 10. Yea, finally he
gives a charge unto his fonne Selomon to goethorough
with the worke, 2 Chron. 28. 11. And leaves him a
patterne of the Houfe: And even thofe very prepara-
tions and purpofes of Davéid were richly rewarded,
2 Sam. 7. 4. Thus ifthe Lord for our finnes and un-
beliefe hath decreed that your carcaeffs and outs fhall

- fall inthe wildernefle, and that wee fhall onely fee this

Canaan afarre off 5 yet let thefe two lefJons be learned.
1. Letevery foulebee carefull to aveyd allthofe finnes
that are wont to draw downe this punifhmerit of #et-

" entring 3 See fome of them, 1 Cor.10.6,7, &c. Beware

of lusting, of sdolatry, of tempting of God, of murmaring,

@’c. 2. Letuslabourto contribute and flore #p materi-

alls for thofe that fhall finith the worke after us. -

R T
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And I3ftly, if you may not bee permitted to doe fO The Samfons

much as Solomon, ot as David, yet at laft, at leaft let us
endeavour to play the Samfors in this worke. \What is
that? Youfhall rexdeir, fudg. 16.29. When Samfon
could not conquer the Ph:liftines,could not make a tho-
rough falvation ef it, as he defired, yet the text faith, He

called untothe Lord, and(aid, Remember me I pray thee,

and firengthenme I pray thee onely thic once,thas 1 may be at
ence svenged of the Philifiines fur my two eyes : And Samfon

sooke bold of the two middle pillars, upom which the boufe
food, and on which it was borne ;[, and he faid, Let mee die

with the Philsftins:and be bowed bimfelf with all bir might,
andthe bonfe fell wpor all the people that were therein; fo the

.deadwhich be flew at bis death, were move than thofewhich

beflew in bis life. My memjﬁbg isthis; Better for usif

we cantot out-live Antichriit, ont-live Babylow, and the

i enemics of Reformatson ; t6 adventure (as far as weeare

Qo “hetodedineCulraly



