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Early Bentonville Resident

Served as Young U.S. Envoy
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By J. DICKSON BLACK

BENTONVILLE. Ark. - Time

and people have forgotten Hugh

Anderson Dinsmore who was one

of the younger foreign diplomats
j

of his day. At the age of 35 he

was American Minister to Korea.
:

He was the second man to hold

that office.

Hugh Anderson Dinsmore was

horn on December 24. 1850. at

Cave Springs. Ark., the son of

Alexander and Katherine Dins- i

more. He received his education

in Bentonville and at the Ozark I

Institute, near Fayetteville.

After his formal study was fin-

!

ished he studied law under Judge

Samuel N. Elliott in Bentonville.

Young Dinsmore served as clerk

in the Benton county courthouse

under “Uncle” John Black in

1837.

In 1874 he was admitted to the

bar and in that same year he.

formed a partnership with U. S'.

HUGH A. DINSMORE -
This photograph of Hugh An-

derson Dinsmore was taken

from a picture in the Benton

county courthouse. It was
made a few years after his

return from Korea.

Senator J. D. Walker in a law

office in Fayetteville.

He was elected prosecuting at-

tornef of the Fourth judicial cir-

cuit in 1878. He held that office

for six years.

On May 25. 1883. Dinsmore

married Miss Elizabeth LeGrand

Fisher of St Louis. She died on

June 19. 1886. and Dinsmore

never remarried. They had onej

son. Hamilton Atwood Dinsmore.

In 1886 Dinsmore was a presi-

dential elector on the Democratic

ticket. Later in that same year)

he was appointed as minister to

Korea. At that time Dinsmore

V

entire world had been in the area

from Bentonville to St. Louis and

back.

Fdmond Penn Watson, Jr., of

San Diego. Calif., a nephew of

Hush Anderson Dinsmore, has

most of the letters that Dinsmore
wrote to his father and sister

from Korea.

On February 24. 1887. Hugh i

Anderson Dinsmore wrote a note

to h»s father saving fh°t he would

be aboard an outward-bound ship

within the hour. His first Kter

from, Seoul. Korea.' was writt en

April ]8. 1887.

Ina letter to his sister, dated

Jamiarv 12 . 1889. Dinsmore said-

“The Koreans have made fre-

quent overtures to me to remain
here in the service of the govern-

m°-t but I have declined to enter-

tain them I would rather go
ho>"° and practice law.

“The missionaries here live in

the greatest comfort and every

household has a coterie of serv-

ants numbering from three to a

dozen. I often think that our poor

people at home who give their

[money to foreign missions to sup-

port the missions in foreign lands

bearing suffering and privation,

would have wide eyes if they

could see the luxuries surround-

ing them. To see for instance as

I have seen them time and again,

preachers rigged out in gay ten-

nis suits going to a game with a

sen-ant carrying his bat. Never-

theless they are good people,

some of them, and with a good

deal of harm, are doing some
good.”

This letter was the last ^ne t.hav

Dinsmore wrote from Korea.

Dinsmore’ s last official letter fro
7

the Korean court was written on

May 9. 1890. which announced

the arrival in Seoul of his sue-;

cessor. Augustine Heard.

The name of the Korean

at the time Dinsmore was th

was King ko-jong, father of the

last king of the Yi Dynasty. Sun-'

Jong.

The position offered to Dins-

more by the king of Korea before

he left was that of Counselor of

tine Kingdom, at a salary of $25.-

000 per year. He turned it down
to return to his home state.

The following article was taken

from the Benton County Demo-
crat, February 4, 1888 “Dr. Al-

len. physician to the king of

Korea, an attache to the Korean

legation just arrived in Washing-

ton. was instructed' by the king

to tell the president that Minister

Dinsmore is giving great satisfac-

tion and that the Korean govern-

ment makes the special reque.s

for his retention as minister asT

j

long as possible. His appointment

was due to Senator James Berry
of Bentonville. In Congress an

effort will be made to advance

:

his salary to $7,500 a year.”

Hugh Dinsmore returned toj

Favetteville in 1890, where he

again took up his law practice.

In 1892 he was elected to Con-

gress as a Democrat and served

there for six vears.

He then returned to his law
'

practice in Favetteville. until

,

1905. when he retired from public 1

life. He maintained a limited

practice in his home, but spent ,

ifiost of his time looking after his 1

farms.

He died on May 2. 1930. in

m -

1

i

RESIDENCE IN KOREA-Hugh A. Dinsmore

is shown a" the right of his residence in the

legation in Korea. The house is still being used

by our legation.

Barnes hospital in St. Louis. He
had been in ill health for several

years before his death.

He was a member of the Board

of Regents of the Smithsonion

Institute, and served under Gov-

1

ernor Tiiomas C. McRae as a

member of the Board of Trustees

of the University of Arkansas.




