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•vhcn they realize! that ciucation was the key to survival,

they desire! it avidly. The Korean people flocked to the

missionaries hoping to find a way out of their national

problems. They were willing to make any sacrifice to ach

ieve this end and, as they had to bow humbly to their

military conquerors, so they bowed to the missionaries who

they hoped would rescue the nation. It is always difficult

to live up to Christian ideals, and the Koreans were mak-

ing heroes out of the missionaries. The temptation to sit

upon the throne of power and give commands is difficult

to rcsivst and the Korean people were saying in cffccL, “com-

mand us.” Although the number of Christian converts in-

creased, the quality of their religious conviction did not

measure up to their quantity. Notably, the Christian con-

cept of individual dignity was lacking. The condition of

slavery is infertile soil for the growth of freedom whether

it be social or religious.

The Presbyterian Church in Korea

Although it was not until 1907 that the inauguration

of the Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in Korea

took place, proposals to form a presbytery had been dis-

cussed for many years, and a formal recommendation had

been made as early as 1902 by the Committee on Church

Government of the Council of Presbyterian Missions. This

proposal was presented in a comnittce report at the third

The Church Grows Ainon« Thorns 143

annual meeting on September 17 and was adopted as a

whole by the members.^ Five years later to the day, the

culmination was reached when, “precisely at noon on that

day, with a rap of the Moderator’s gavel, the presbytery

of the Presbyterian Church in Korea was ushered into

existence. “5

The original proposal in 1902 suggested that a pres-

bytery be organized as soon as there were three Koreans

deemed by the Council to be ready for the Ministry, and

at least twelve churches with one or more ordained ciders.

The rccommcndattion further provided that Llic presby-

tery be composed of the ordained missionaries Cministcrs

and elders) of the Presbyterian Missions in Korea, and one

representative elder from each of the organized churches.

Under the terms of this proposal, the missionaries in tlie

presbytery were to be members only so far as concerned

rights and privileges of voting and participating in all its

proceedings, but ecclesiastically they were to remain sub-

ject to the authority and discipline of their respective home

Churches, retaining their full ecclesiastical connection with

those Churches. The proposal also recommended the appo-

intment of commitees to prepare Standards and presbyter-

ial Rules and By-Laws. However, it was the third recomm-

endation of the committee report that later appeared ulti-

mately to doom the project. That paragraph suggested that

4. The Council of Presbyterian Missions, Minutes 1902, p.7.

5. Ibid., 1907. p. 19
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each Mission (American North, American South, Austra-

lian, and Canadian!) request its Board of Missions or what-

ever body had jurisdiction over it, to grant liberty to co-

operate in the organisation of an independent Korean Pres-

byterian Church. These proposals were duly carried out

by the Missions. The report of the Committee on Church

Government at the next annual meeting of the Council was

filled with optimistic expectation of a> immediate approv-

al and prompt enactment of the plan set forth in its repo-

rt of 1902. When the 1903 conference met, the Canadian

Foreign Missions Committee had already granted approval

to the plan, and had even gone so far as to recommend a

change in the proposal placing each Missionary member

of the Korean Presbytery in subordination to that body,

but witli right of appeal to the Supreme Court of the

Church with which he was connected.® The Australian

equivalent had also adopted the plan of procedure sugge-

sted. and had agreed to lay the matter before the General

Assembly at its November meeting. Approval was eventually

granted before the 1904 meeting of the Council.^

However, the two American bodies were not so quick

to give their approval to the plan. The Korea Committee

and Executive Council of the northern group in its report

of December 7, 1903 expressed its approval of union and

6. The Council of Presbyterian Missions, Mini4tes 190:^. p.29.

7. The Australian Presbyterian Mission Council, Re “Organisation of

an Independent Korean Church"; The Presbyterian U.S.A. Board,
(file) no. 2366.
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•establishment of an independent Korean Churcli, but stren-

uously objected to tlic plan of procedure. This report ques-

tioned whether the time was ripe for the securing of inde-

pendence for the proposed native Church when not one single

ordained native minister existed, and when ail but three of

the groups of Christians meeting as Presbyterians in Korea

were without ecclesiastical organization or ordained office-

rs. The objection was also made that any such Korean

Church organized at that time “would be so largely com-

posed of missionaries that it wmuld be a distinctively for-

eign Church rather than a native Korean Church.”® Tlic

fear was voiced that the predominance of foreign member-

ship in the. presbytery would hamper, rather than help,

the very purpose in mind: to found a self-governing as

well as self-supporting and self-propagating native Church.

The committee felt that the placing of the Korean Church

under the complete control of foreigners who would cont-

rol both the Mission and the Church would deprive the

Korean ministers and ciders of any opportunity to develop

individual responsibility. In its recommendations to the

General Assembly to which it was presenting tliis report,

the committee suggested that it would be wiser to postpone

the organization of a Korean Cliurch at least until

such time as there would be enough native ordained

ministers and elders to compose a comfortable majority.

8.

The CouncU Presbyterian Missions, Minutes 1904. p. 33.
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It also urged that consideration be given to making the

missionaries corresponding members rather tiian voting

members of the presbytery.

These suggestions, together with the refusal to grant

permission to cooperate with the other missions in establi-

shing a native Church, were embodied in a letter from the

Presbyterian U.S.A. Board to its mission in Korea. The Pres-

byterian U,S. Board simply endorsed a copy of the northern

gioups decision and thereby withheld consent to its miss-

ion also. These communications were regretfully entered

in the minutes of the 1901 meeting of the Council at

Seoul by the Committee on church Government, of which

Samuel A. Moffett was chairman.

A short time later, on January 25, 1905, Dr. Moffett

wiote to Arthur J. Brown, then Secretary of the Board,

making a personal appeal to him to try to influence the

General Assembly to consider favorably the request of the

mission. He pointed out the necessity for immediate ordi-

nation of a number of native ministers in order to retain,

in the face of the swiftly-mounting Japanese opposition to

foreign influence in the Far East, confidence that the
Koreans had in the missionaries.

Wc should not wait to ordain men and to give

them full authority as Presbyters, until they feel that

the failure to do so constitutes a grievance and they
become estranged from us even to a slight degree. We
now have their entire confidence... and can retain Cit>
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very readily if we give them their full rights just as

speedily as they are prepared for them.”^

Dr. Moffett was plainly impatient with the Board

for its action and suggested that if the plan for establish-

ment of a native Church as proposed by the Committee did

not commend itself to the Board, the Board should be

forthcoming with a plan of its own. This plan was to be:

“Worked out in sufficient detail to enable us to apply it

to conditions here in a way to avoid greater difficulties

than any which we believe our plan is likely to lead us

into.” He added that “The work everywhere meets with

difficulties and problems, but we cannot refuse to go

ahead because of that fact.”*®

A compromise was finally reached on condition that

the Korean elders, in addition to the expected new Korean

ministers, would outnumber the missionaries in the new

church. On this point the two American Boards finally

gave their blessing. Before the annual meeting of the Coun-

cil of 1905, the required approval had been communicated

to the missions by the two American Boards. In the com-

mittee report at the third session of the annual week-long

conference the suggestion was made and adopted that “the

Council meeting of 1907 be appointed the time for the

9. S.A. Moffett, letter. The Presbyterian U.S.A- board, (filO no-

2366.

10. S.A. Moffett, op. cit.
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formal organisation of the presbytery.”"

The Committee of Church Standards presented in

1905 to the Council a form of Confession of Faith to be ado-

pted by the proposed Presbyterian Church in Korea. The

committee did not attempt to formulate a new Confession,

but selected the Confession of Faith adopted the year

before by the Presbytarian Church in India with only the

preamble being changed. The committee declared “wc propo-

se it with a hope that it may become the Confession of Faith

not only of the Presbyterian Churches in India and Korea,

but of all the Presbyterian Churches of Asia, and prove a

bond of Union between them.”*^ Its preamble was as follows:

“The Presbyterian Chvirch in Korea adopting the

following as its Confession of Faith, to be subscribed by

ministers, licentiates, elders and deacons does not thereby

reject the doctrinal standards of the parent churches,

which established the VVestminster Confession of Faith,

and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms-worthy exponents

of the Word of God, and as systems of doctrine to be

taught in our Churches and Seminaries; and adopts as the

catechism of the Church, the Westminster Shorter Catech-

ism.

The presbytery agreed on certain transactions when

it reassembled on September 17. 1907. The election of

11. Council of Presbyterian Missions, Minutes 1905. p. :i3.

12. The Council of Presbyterian Missions. Minutes 1905. p. 31 .

13. Ibid . p.3T35.
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officers for the new presbytery took place at the Central

Church of Pyeongyang where the presbytery had just been

born. The result of the election was as follows; Samuel A.

Moffett moderator, Suk C. Han and Yin S. Song clerks

and Graham Lee treasurer. The ecclesiastical powers dele-

gated to the Council by the Missions were transferred to

the presbytery by formal vote. All the necessary transac-

tions of the presbytery proceeded smoothly in the follow-

ing seven sessions of a three day conference. Thus the

records becams distinctly minutes of the presbytery. Some

principal transactions of the presbytery were:

1. The adoption of the Confession of Faith and Form of

Government proposed by the Council, to be operative

for one year.

2. The public examination and solemn ceremony of ordai-

nation to the Christian ministry of seven Korean gradu-

ates of Theology...

3. Committees of Presbytery...

4. Rev. Ye Keui Poong, one of the seven newly ordained

evangelists, volunteered to go as a 'foreign missionary’

to Quelpart (Jeju). Plans were enthusiastically made

to open work.

5. Hereafter all expenses of presbytery, including travel-

ling expenses of native delegates, are to be defrayed

by an assessment 2i sen each upon the Presbyterian

Church members throughout the country.

6. Partial Statistics: Ministers, 49: Missionaries, 42:

Koreans, 7: Elders, 53: Helpers, 131: places of worship,

984: Baptized Members, 17,890: Catechumens, 21,472:
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Schools, 402; Scholars, 8,611; Contributions, 94,227 yen.

7. Time and place of next meeting, Seoul, Sept. 6, 1908.”

Before the closing of the first annual meeting, the

Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, moderator, announced that

“Thanksgiving Day would be the “Thursday following the

last Sabbath of November (the 28th).”'® In 1914 the official

date was changed to “the Wednesday following the third

Sunday in November, the date of the arrival in Korea of

the first missionary.”'®

The Council of Presbyterian Missions in Korea had

completed its goal, but it resolved to continue in order to

discuss such matters of common interest to the Presbyte-

rian Missions as did not come under the care of the pres-

bytery.” However, it decided that no delegates would be

received from the Korean churches, but only full members

of the presbytery, as definded in the Rules and By-laws,

would be entitled to voice and vote.'®

The “red-letter day of Korean Presbyterianism”, as

Dr. W. D. Reynolds described the day on which the pres-

bytery was founded, was the beginning of a new and great

era in the Christian Church in Korea.'® The Council Sccre-

l-l. The Council of Presbyterian Missions, Minutes 1907, pp. 20—22.

15. Ibid., p.60.

16. Charles Allen Clark, Digest of the Presbyterian Church of Chosen,

1934, p. 10.

17. The Council of Presbyterian Missions, Minutes 1907, p.6.

18. Ibid., Minutes 1906, p.24,

19. Op. cit., p. 19,
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tary s description was almost a classic understatement, for

under the impetus of independence, the Korean Presby-

terian Church experienced a rapid and phenomenal growth
for which it is difficult to find a parallel anywhere in

mission history. In 1907 the Presbyterian Church of Korea

was founded with but one presbytery. Within five years

the presbytery gave way to the General Assembly compos-

ed of seven presbyteries, and by 1933 the number of

presbyteries had swelled to twenty-seven, with a total of

103,013 communicants. Only twenty-eight years after the

first American missionary began work there, Korea sent

her first missionaries to China for the Chinese People, and

for years there had been an active work among Korean

nationals living abroad. 2®

The Korean Methodist Church

The work of Methodist missionaries in Korea, which

began in 1885, while not as extensive as that of the Pres-

byterians. has nevertheless played an important part in

the growth of Christianity in that country. There were

noticeable differences in the two major denominations

almost from the very first, not only in numbers of miss-

ionaries and converts, but also in approach, emphasis, and

methods.

20.

Charles A. Clark, The Missionary Work of the Preybsterian
Church of Korea, pp. 1—3. ,
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The work of the Methodist mission suffered severe

setbacks around tiic turji of tlic century in tlie tragic

death of Henry G. Appenzeller in a steamer accident in

1902 and in the forced retirement of Dr. William B. Scran-

ton, Other losses of key personnel took their toll, and

Methodist mission in Korea failed to show the rapid growth

of influence achieved by Presbyterian missions.^' As early

as 1899 the Presbyterians organized a council, but it was

not until 1908 that the Korea Conference of the Methodist

Episcopal church was formed: and it was 1918 before the

Korea Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,

was formed . 22 Whereas the four Presbyterian missions

set up an independent native church in 1907, the Methodist

groups, patiently working for a true, ecumenical, inter-

denominational Church for Korea, did not form an auto-

nomous Korean Methodist Church until 1930.

Another factor which restrained the progress of the

Methodist Church in Korea had to do witli its administra-

tive set-up. Ihe Bishop for Japan and Korea held resi-

dence in Japan until 1916. In spite of the fact that he was

not prejudiccu in favor of the Japanese, Japan had his

first consideration because her mission was established

first. Japan, herself, continued to consider Korea of secon-

dary importance.

Ihe Presbyterians, however, who operated under a

21. The Methodist Kpiscopal Board. Annual Report 1902. pp.312-313.
22. Alfred W Wasson, Church Growth in Korea, p.4.
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system of separate missions did not suffer from the conse-

quences of a higher command. The highest merit of the

Presbyterian missionaries was that they insisted on tlic

Korean Mission field being recognized as equally important

to the Japanese. Dr. H. G. Underwood and Dr. S. A. Mof-

fett must be given full credit for championing this cause.

It is not the purpose of the writer to analyze the

reasons for the relatively slow growth of the work to the

Methodists in Korea, but among the contributing factors

were the losses of some of the most experienced mission-

aries in the early years. The lack of support from the

home churches, the opposition of the Japanese, and the

relatively unresponsive character of the territory in which

their work was concentrated.

To say that the Methodist’s efforts did not result in

great numbers of established churches and converts is not

to say that it lacked a great many good qualities. Empha-

sis on education, and particular success in the field of

women’s education against handicaps have been accompli-

shments of the Methodists that do not suffer from compa-

rison with those of other missions in Korea. The stories

of the establishment of Methodism irj Korea and of the

setting forth of a creed for the native Mctliodist

Church of Korea reflect the character of the Methodist's

activities.

The union of the two Methodists in Korea had

been a goal of the missionaries and Korean brethren for


