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SCHEME
FOR THE

COALITION of PARTIES.

OBSERVING it feveral times

announced in the papers, that a

certain able politician would fliortly

oblige the world with a fcheme for the

Coalition of all Parties: I have long

waited with much impatience for a

fight of fo de firable a work from fo

eminent a hand ; but, having been

hitherto difappointed, I thought I

could not employ a few leifure hours

more beneficially for my country,

than in adding my inconfiderable en-

deavours for the difcovery of this im-

B portant
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4 A SCHEME FOR THE

portant fecret ; and that, the more

heads were employed in a dellgn lb

ufeful, the fooner, and the more com-

pleatly, it would be finiftied. If the

fcheme of that ingenious gentleman

fhould exactly correfpond with mine,

much weight will be added to my pro-

pofal ; but, if they fhould differ in

a few particulars, the impartial and in-

fallible publick may take their choice.

I fhall not here follow the exam-

ple of our modern reformers, civil and

ecclefiaflical, in pulling down without

rebuilding, complaining without re-

drefling, and oppofing without propos-

ing ; but fhall offer a plain and fimple

fcheme, which I am lure will be effec-

tual, and hope will be unexceptionable

to men of all parties, connexions, and

denominations ; as it cannot fail to

promote all theif. interefls, as well as

that of the public.

Before I prefumed to prefcribe, I

thought it right to inveftigate the caufe

of the difeafe ; and therefore have dili-

gently
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gently enquired whether our prefenc

diflentions have arifen, as formerly,

from any differences of opinions, or

any contradictory articles in our poli-

tical creeds ; but, on the ftricleft exa-

mination, I can find no fuch differences

to exhift : parties I fee many, but can-

not difcern one principle amongft them;

they are neither Whigs nor Tories, Mo-

narchy-men nor Republicans, High-

church nor Low-church, Hanoverians

nor Jacobites: they have all acled al-

ternately on all thefe principles, as they

have ferved a prefent occafion ; but

have adhered to none of them, nor e-

ven pretended to profefs them : They

have all been ready to fupport govern-

ment, whenever they have enjoyed the

adminiftration of it ; and almofl all as

ready to fubvert it, whenever they

were excluded. I fee tew, very few,

who have formed the mod: diftant inten-

tions of deftroying
(

the government.,

or changing the conftitution of this

country ; but, I am afraid, I fee as few,

who fcruple to plunge them both iiuo

the 1120ft imminent danger, rather than

be
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be (lopped in the wild career of their

headlong ambition : From whence it

appears to me plainly demonflrable,

that all our prefent dhTentions are no-

thing more than an outrageous conteft

for power and profit, there being no

other caufe from whence they can

poffibly be derived. He, therefore, who
can point out a method to put an end

to this conteft, need inquire no farther;

the work is done, and a cordial and

Jailing coalition will immediately en-

fue.

In order to qualify myfelf for this

talk, and forming fuch a coalition, I

have endeavoured to recollect all the

plans, which have hitherto been offer-

ed, in writing or converfation, for this

purpofe; and I cannot remember one,

that contained any thing more, than

this fhort popofal, to difmifs all at that

time in adminiflration, and to admit

the propofer and his friends into their

places, which he always calls a coaliti-

on, and recommends as the only me-

thod to reflore concord to a nation,

which
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which he fails not to reprefent as much

out of humour as himfelf. Although

this plan may probably be perfectly

right, as it has been univerfally adop-

ted by all parties in their turns ; yet it

has of late been tried with fo little fuc-

cefs, that I would by no mean? have it

repeated, and therefore it fhall make no

part of my propofal.

I have likewife confulted fome of the

moft indigent, thinking them the mod
difinterefted patriots, ftruggling for

that liberty and property of which they

themfelves enjoy fo fmall a fhare, whole

fentiments therefore had great weight

with me on this important fubjecl:

but thefe all unanimously agree, that

no concord, or coalition, can or ought

to take place, until an effectual place-

bill and annual parliaments fliall be e-

ftabltfhed; that thefe, and thefe alone,

can put an end to our diffentions, by

extirpating venality and corruption,

and reftoring to us an independent

and honefl: reprefentation ; but fo dull

am I of apprehenfion, that the falutary

effects
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effects of thefe regulations do not ap-

pear to me quite fo clear; becaufe,

though I know that honefty will make

men independent, yet I do not fee that

independence will make them honeft,

nor that a parliament, if not honeft,

will be the lefs dangerous for being in-

dependent; nor can I comprehend, that

multiplying corrupt elections will put

an end to corruption ; nor that the

more frequent returns of expenfive con-

tefts will promote the choice of thole

who have the leaft money to fpend;

nor, if fuch, fliould be chofen, that

they would be more independent be-

caufe they were poorer, and confe-

quently had more wants to be fatisfied;

all this may be very good logic, but it

does not ftrike very forcibly on my
underftanding, and therefore neither

of thefe regulations (hall be admitted

into my fyftem.

I fhall prefcribe no remedies for na-

tional diforders, the effects of which

I am not able to anfwer for, which per-

haps after a long circuit through every

veffel
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veflel of the body politick may produce

confequences directly contrary to my
intentions; and, inflead of curing the

prefent complaints, render them much

worfeor produce a new dileafe, more

dangerous and more difficult to conquer:

I fliall rather ftrike at once at the great

root of all political evils, which every

one knows is the miniftry itfelf ; and

therefore, in (lead of recommending

annual parliaments, I (hall propofe

an annual adminiftration ; in which

fingle regulation my whole fcheme fs

comprehended, and which I would

have conftkuted in the following man-

ner.

On the firfc day of every feflion of

parliament, before any bufinefs flionld

be proceeded on, an urn or box fliould

be placed on the table of each houfe,

in which fliould be depofited fmall

pieces of paper, inferibed with the

names of all the great offices in the

(late, houfhoid, treafury, and admiral-

ty, and fealed up with the greatefl; fe-

crecy and care, the names of thofe of-

B fices
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rices which are nfually appropriated to

the members of each houfe being put

into their relpecYive boxes ; I would

then propofe that a committee of thirty

from the peers, and one hundred from

the commons, of their mod confiderable

members, (hould be chofen by ballot,

or the whole be admitted if that (liould

give more fatisfacUon, who mould draw

out thefe tickets from the urns or boxes,

and immediately take porTelTion of what-

ever poll: fortune mould thus fling into

their hands, and keep it unmolefted and

irremoveable daring the next enfuing

year, their commiilions being made out

accordingly : As to all inferior places,

they mould remain in the fame hands,

to prevent any confufion or interrup-

tion in the bufinefs of the publick, until

they become vacant by deaths or promo-

tions, and then they (liould be filled

up by the principals in each depart-

ment for the time being; by which

means they will all have equal opportu-

nities of providing for their friends and

adherents, who will not then be very

numerous or much wanted when offi-

ces
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ces are attainable only by the foregoing

method.

This fcheme necefTarily puts an end

to ail contefls for power and profit,

and with them to venality, corruption,

and all our political dUeaies, which are

but their unavoidable confequences :

When nothing can be obtained by con-

tention, we mall contend no more

;

peace and harmony will return, and

this much-fought for coalition imme-

diately be effected. It is alfo, like all

other great discoveries, fo fimple and

obvious a remedy, that it is not a little

fiirprizing that it mould not have been

before hit upon by fomeof thofc nume-

rous ftate phyfic'ans, who daily fludy,

and prefcribe to the national conflitu-

tion.

But, in order the better to explain

its operations, and (hew its falutary ef-

fects, I lhall confider it under the fol-

lowing heads ; how it will affect the

King, how the adminiftration, how the

oppofition, and how the nation. And

here
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here I beg leave to premife, that by thefe

I would not be underftood to mean

thofe only who now fill thofe fituations,

but ail kings adminitirations, and op-

poli lions, that do, or (hall at any time

exift hereafter.

Fir ft then as to the King ; lam fenfi-

ble that this fcheine will rob him of one

of the choiceft of his prerogatives, the

difpofal of all offices of truft and profit ;

wifely, as fome have thought, placed in

his royal hands by the conftitution for

the mo ft falutary purpofes ; though im-

properly in the opinion of others, to

whofe fliare none of them have fallen :

therefore I fliould by no means advife,

that lb capital and fo hazardous an

alteration fliould be made permanent

by law, but only tried for a few years,

as an experiment, whofe confequences

cannot be well afcertained until they

become vifible by practice. But, howe-

ver it may affect the rights of the crown,

it will certainly relieve the pofTdfor

from innumerable trouble ; the jewel

here taken away is indeed one of its

richeft,
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richeft, yet it is one of the heaviefl loads

on the head of the wearer, and cannot

fail to convert it into a crown of thorns.

It is indeed a prodigious power ; but it

is a perplexing power, which ferves on-

ly to make the many folicitors who muft

be refilled angry, and the few who are

obliged ungrateful : It is indeed a pre-

eminence of royalty, but it is a painful

pre-eminence ; and to relinquifli it,

would be an efcape from mod of the

difquietudes which attend that exalted

but uneafy fituation. Could this be

done, a wife, a jufl and virtuous prince

would no longer lie under the difagree-

able necedity of preferring knaves for

their intrigues, profligates for their a-

bilities, and fools for their connections;

nor any more be molelled with addref-

fes, remonflrances, and petitions ; for

no excluded party, if my fcheme was

eflablifhed, would ever addrefs to re-

move an adminiftration, which, like a

butterfly, could furvive but one feafon
;

none wouUI rembnftrate againft grie-

vances, which, by their acquifition of

places, would all be very foon redref-

fedj
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fed ; nor petition to diflblve a parlia-

ment, which will probably fall ready

made into their own hands in the courfe

of a few months.

From minifters in poffeflion only I

expect, objections ; but, if they would

confider how greatly this (theme will

contribute to their own eafe and advan-

tage, objects to which they ufually pay

fome regard, they cannot, I think, re-

fufe it their concurrence : for whene-

ver they fhall be fo fortunate as by this

means to get int,o power, they will be

fure to keep it for a whole twelvemonth

;

and not only keep it, but keep it un-

molested by all opposition : for, when

power is thus placed in the hands of

Fortune, fhe alone can be blamed for

the unfuccefsful efforts of ambition, and

the difappointmenc of men's own ima-

ginary merit. This will exempt all mi-

nifters from the molt difagreeable em-

barrafTments of their office ; they will

no longer be obliged to neglect their

fupporters, and promote their adversa-

ries, nor to reward every one in propor-

tion
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tion as they abufe them ; a conducT,

which though habit, I know, renders

lefs painful than might be imagined ;

yet mud ever be inconvenient, becaufe

it cannot fail to create new adverfaries

and new abufes. They will no longer

be dependent on the caprice of a mi-

ftrefs or a favourite, nor even on the

will of their fovereign himfelf; nor will

they be diftrefled, if they fliould be fo

uncommonly unfortunate, as to have

to deal with a prince, who has not one

vice, attachment, or prejudice, by the

indulgence of which he can be either

purchafed or controuled. They will

no longer be obliged to court the hu-

mours, or fatisfy the demands, of an

infatiable parliament; nor reduced to

the humiliating neceihty of frequent ap-

plications to recruit the revenues of the

civil-lift", exhaufted by corrupting men

to be honeft, and paying them for that

fupport to government, for which their

own intereft: and duty ought to have

been fufficient inducements ; and when-

ever they are difplaced by this rotation,

they can have no caule to be angry,

and
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and therefore cannot be tempted to

dilgrace themfelves, by inlilVmg imme-

diately into opposition, by unfaying all

they have faid, undoing all they have

done, defeating every meafure which

they had adopted, and facrificing their

principles and characters to gratify their

refentments. As they will have little to

promife, and lets to bellow, they will

be little troubled with thole two worft

fpecies of perlecutors, their friends and

their enemies ; they will no longer be

baited in fenates, reviled in news-pa-

pers, and infulted in the ilreets ; and

both their promifes and their windows

will be lefs frequently broken ; in fhorr,

they will oftner be able to dine as regu-

larly, to fleep as quietly, and walk as

fecurely, as the moll infigniflcant man

in the kingdom. I (hall add but one

other inducement to prevail on mini-

flers to agree to my propofal ; an in-

ducement, whjch perhaps they may

think too inconllderable to be mention-

ed ; which is this, that by it they will

be placed in a fituation, in which they

may be capable of doing fome fcrvice to

their
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their country ; in which they may en-

joy leifure and quiet, fufficient to ena-

ble them to form and execute Tome

plans for the regulation of our police,

the re-eftablifhment of our government,

and payment of our debts ; all which,

in their prefent flate of being pilloried

and pelted, are utterly impracticable.

If there fhould be any in adminiftra-

tion, who are (killed In, or fond of play,

their patronage I may furely depend

on, as my fcheme will afford them a

new and entertaining game, in which

Fortune will be the difpofer of all good

things ; a lady, with whom they have

had fo long an intimacy, and with

whom they may be prcfumed to have no

inccnliderabie intereft.

To the Oppofnion, I think, few ar-

guments need be ufed, to perfuade them

to fupport a fcheme fo manifeftly cal-

culated for their advantage ; which

will immediately extricate them from a

laborious and unprofitable fituation, and

give them an equal chance with ethers

of acquiring the moft honourable and

C profitable
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profitable offices in the ftate, of which

at prefenc they feem to have no chance

at all. Whenever they (hall be lb lucky

as to be elected by this means into

power, they will then enjoy all the be-

nefits which I have jufl now enumerat-

ed, in the fituation of minifters ; and

whenever they (ball be unfortunately

excluded, their condition even then

will be much preferable to their pre-

fent ; for they will be delivered from

the troublcfome and barren occupation

of fruitlefs oppofition, which will then

exift no more : They will therefore no

longer be obliged to toil and fweat

whole days and nights, in fupporting

queftions which they difapprove; and

motions which they neither expect nor

wifli to carry ; they will no more be

obliged to expend their own fortunes

in forming clubs, cementing factions,

fomenting tumults, and purchafing pe-

titions, on the bare pofTibility of being

fome time or other reimburfed by the

public. They will no longer be com-

pelled to deceive the people, whole in-

tetefts they regard ; to debate the cha-

racter,
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rafter, and abandon the privileges of

both Houfes of Parliament, of which

they are members ; or to infult the So-

vereign, whom they love and honour,

and whole favour is their principal pur-

iuit ; nor, if all thefe fiiould fail, to call

in a patriotic plague, famine, or war,

to their afliftance : This conduct, I

know, is ftridlly juftifiable, from ne-

ceffity, and fidelity to connections,

and warranted by precedents innume-

rable and immemorial ; but yet, on

reflection, mufl: certainly be difagree-

able to honeft and ingenuous minds.

Belides an exemption from thefe Her-

culean labours, they will acquire, even

during their exclufion, no inconfidera-

ble pecuniary advantage ; for the re-

verfionary chance of a lucrative place in

the choice of next year, will fetch no

contemptible fum in the prefent ; and

I doubt not, as foon as my fcheme fliall

be eftablifhed, will be as exactly calcu-

lated, and as readily done at Jonathan's,

as a Lottery Ticket, or Bank or India

Stock, for the opening.

Let
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Let us now fee how this my fcheme

will affe<ft the nation. Am) here I dif-

cern a m(«ft agreeable profpecl ; for I

fee an end to all parliamentary con-

tends, the offspring of felf-intereft, and

parent of corruption ; and with it an

end to all thofe factions and difcon-

tents, thole mifconducfs and misfor-

tunes, which have divided and diftrtifcd

this country for above half a century :

'•* Hac fonte derivata clades

11 In patriam populumque fluxit."

From this impure fource they have all

proceeded ; from this has every calami-

ty iifueel, that has overflowed the land:

It was this that produced a Spatiifli war

in the year 1739, which produced a

French war, which after a fhort peace

produced another French, another Spa-

nifli, a German, and American war;

thefe produced a national debt of one

hundred and fifty millions, with innu-

merable and never-ceafing taxes to de-

fray their intcrefl ; thefe have produced

loans, jobs, contracts, and all manner

of plunder; thefe have produced pri-

vate
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vate riches and pubic poverty, which

have produced high price of provisions,

dearnefs of labour, complaints of ma"

nufacturers, luxury and idlenefs, riots

and tumults, with all thole numerous

grievances, which the nation really

feels, or fancies that (he feels, from her

prefent nervous difpofition.

All thd'e, I queftion not, will be pre-

vented in future by my propofal ; to

which I have never heard any objec-

tions, except the two following, which I

fhall endeavour to anfwer.

Firft, that thefe annual changes in

adminiih ation will occalion fuch con-

tinual changes in meafures, that no fyl-

tem, foreign or clomeflic, could be pur-

fued with iteadinefs and effect. To
this I reply, that, under the prefent

mode of government, this mu(t cer-

tainly be the confequence of fuch fre-

quent changes ; but, under the regu-

lations of my feheme, they will have

no fuch operations ; becaufe the new

tniniftry, being introduced without

gonteft,
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conteft, will be under no necefTity of

counteracting every meafure which

had been adopted by the old : They

will not be mortgaged to old connec-

tions and old animolities, nor embarraf-

fed by old principles and old profellions;

and therefore they will not be obliged

in honour to involve the nation in a

war, becaufe the lad miniftry had con-

cluded a peace ; nor to relinquish taxes

of which they might avail themfelves,

becaufe they had formerly voted againfl

them ; nor to wink at libels, and in-

dulge riots, becaufe they had once been

ufeful ; nor to ruin themfelves by the

fame arts by which they had ruined

their predecefTors, to prove the confif-

tency of their conduct. This rotation

of miniflers will therefore be lb far from

changing fyftems, that it will contribute

very much to continue them : for, if

any one administration mould happen

to fix: upon any one fyflem, the reft,

having no inducement to alter it, will

probably purfue it in preference to the

trouble of finding out another. But it

the word fliould happen, and no fyflem

at
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at all be purfued, the nation perhaps

might not fuller To much as may be

irmo-ined ; for what fyftem can we re-

member to have been ever ftricHy adhe-

red to in this country, except this, that

oppofition mould do mifchief, and mi-

nilters embarraffed by a perpetual war-

fare do nothing ; and yet under this

we have conrtantly gone on, improving

in wealth, trade, liberty, power, and

prolperity, to this hour.

The other is> that if all oppoiltion is

by this fcheme put an end to, there will

remain no check upon evil minifters,

and the people will be left a defe ncelefs

prey to their tyranny and rapacity.

This, indeed, is a formidable objection
;

and fo tenacious am I of the liberties

of the people, and fo jealous of the en-

croachments of minifterial power, that,

if I thought my propofal would be at-

tended with confequences fo fatal, I

would inftantly abandon it, in fpite of

all the parental fondnefs of a projector.

But of this I cannot entertain the lead

apprehensions; for although it will de-

ftroy
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ftroy ail opposition in Parliament, where

it is feldom honed, and always hurtful;

yet it will leave it in full vigour amongft

the people, where it is often ho n eft,

nnd feldom injurious to tbe publick :

enough of it will remain in the hearts

and mouths of common-council-men,

livery-men, and freeholders, to watch

over the conduct of minifters ; here is

its native foil, and here it ought always

to be cultivated : hut whenever it takes

root amongft the great, whenever it

(hoots up into courts, councils, and fe-

nates.it i'oon degenerates into felnfli and

angry factions, who, under a pretended

zeal for the welfare of the publick, are

contending only who fliall firft lacrafice

it to the mean ends of private ambition

or avarice : For true Englifli oppofition

to government is like that refpectable

animal the true Englifli maftiff, who,

when permitted to prowl and roar

about the yards and out-houfes, is a

faithful, honed, and intrepid guardian ;

but, if admitted into the drawing-room,

becomes a very offenfive and a very

dangerous vifitor.

And
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And here, by the bye, I cannot but

applaud the honeft fagacity of that ho-

nourable fociety, the Supporters of the

Bill of Rights, who have declared eter-

nal war with all great men, efteeming

them dangerous coadjutors in the caufe

of liberty, and wifely concluding, that

it is impolfible that perfons poflelled of

exalted titles, van: property, and exten-

sive power, fliould ever be in earnefr,

in endeavouring to deflxoy their own

fuperiority, and the fubordination of

others.

Much more might be urged in fa-

vour of my fcheme ; but I (hall leave

it to its own apparent merits for fuccefs,

and (hall now conclude with this flngle

caution to my readers, not to imagine

that there is any thing in the foregoing

pages in the lead degree ludicrous ; a

caution which I think not altogether

unneceflary, from frequently obl'erving,

that plain truths, concilely exprefTed,

and brought home to mens minds, are

apt to (bike on the very lame chords

in the human brain, which are peculi-

1) arly
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arly appropriated to wit and humour,

and are therefore often miiraken for

them : for which reafon, I forewarn

all, who fhall perufe this fhort eflay, a-

gainft falling into this common error ;

and allure them, that, in thefe confi-

derations on this ferious fubject, not a-

ny wit, nor any humour except good-

humour, is. or was ever intended to be

admitted ; nor is the leafl reflexion de-

signed on the conduct of any man, or

fet of men, whatever : my fcheme is

folely founded on conjecture, arifing

from the known principles of human

nature which concludes that men will

aft in fuch a manner, in fuch circnm-

flances, and fuch (ituations. It is no;

here aflerted that any have fo acted in

inch Situations; but only fuppofed,

that the generality of mankind eternal-

ly will.

FINIS.
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