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INTRODUCTION. vil

is taken contains upwards of two hundred pages of move-
ments ; but the author deems it of more consequence in
the militia, that a regular system of discipline be taught,
than to burthen them with a multitude of movements
without understanding any.

The variations which I have made in the exercise are
such as are now adopted in the army.

¢¢ Scott’s System” does not contain any exercise for
the rifle, or movements of rifle or light-infantry compa-
pies, but this embraces those several parts of duty, and
is taken from the most celebrated authors of Europe and
America, and is agreeable to what is practised in the
army at this day.

The system above alluded to has no part of camp du.
ty ; the ohject being pnnclpally to introduce a variety
of movements calculated for an army in the field, but the
present embraces both objects, and is founded on the
system adopted by the army, and no other variations are
admitted than are actually necessary when applied to the
militia.



"EXTRACT FROM THE MILITIA LAWS OF THE
STATE OF CONNECTICUT.

¢ And be it further enacted, That the System of Disci-
pline and Field Exercise which is, and shall be ordered
to be observed in the regular army of the United States,
in the different corps of Infantry, Artillery, and Rifle-
men, shall also be observed by the Militia, in the exer-
‘cise and discipline of the said corps respectively through-
out this State ; excepting such deviation from the said
rules as may be rendered necessary by the requisitions
of this act, or by some other unavoidable circumstance.”

This paragraph is quoted from the Law of Congress,
which has established ¢ Scott’s Exercise” for the Infan-
try.
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MILITIA TACTICS. pPa |

perceptible in the execution of every order; with-
out this, or some similar method, the true soldier’s
air and discipline will never be obtained. It would
be folly to expect it. It ought then to be a rule of
the captain never to put a soldier into the company
for exercise, until he has goue through the two first
divisions of the drill, unless it be for the purpose of
show and parade at the reviews and inspection.
The smallest sectional part of an army, therefore, as
already defined, is the l?rst to draw our attention in
the detail of this work.

—D O

THE DRILL,
OR DISCIPLINE OF THE SOLDIER.

FIRST DIVISION.

s« This part,” says Scott, « skall be taught as
much a3 possible to recruits singly, to two or three,
or at most four, together. In this case they shall
be placed in one rank without arms, at the distance
of one pace from each other; to prevent their ac-
quiring the habit of spreading out their elbows, or
leaning against the men on either side of them.”

POSITION OF THE SOLDIER WITHOUT ARMS.
14. The heels on the same line as near each oth-

er as the conformation of the man will admit ; the
toes turned out so as to occupy a little more than -
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three fifths of a semi-cir. le, which would be describ-
ed by turning the feet on the heels to the right and
left. " The knees strait. but not stiff ; the body per-
pendicular, and the weight resting more hardly on
the halls of the feet thun the heels; the arms hang-
ing down naturally and fully extended, and close to
the body, the palm of the Liands turned a little to the
front, the elbows not separated from the body ; the
little fingers touching the seam of the pantaloons;
the head well up, without being constrained ; the
chin a little drawn in, the breast projecting to the
front; and the eyes fixed on the ground at the dis-
tance of fifteen paces to the front. °-

Nore.—The first word of command, in all cases,
after the soldier appears on the line is—

Altention,

When he will instantly assume the position above
de<cribed. :

The instructor will then tcach the motions of the
}wad by giving the words of command which fol-
ow. :

Eyes right.

15. On hearing the last word, the soldier turns
his head with an easy and equal motion to the right,
without moving the body; so that a line dropped
from the left side of the nose would pass down the
centre of the body; his eyes being fixed in the line
of the rank he stands in.

Eyes left. -

~ 16. The motion of eyes left, willbe executed by
jnverse means.
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Front.

17. On hearing this word of command, the soldier
resumes first position.

Rest.

18. On hearing this word the soldier will step
back with the right foot about six inches to the
rear, resting the weight of the body principally on
the right leg, and beuding the left knee; he will join
the hands before the body, keeping the eyes to the
front. To make him resume his position the word
is given—

Attention.

19. At this word the soldier resumes the prescrib-
ed position and steadiness.

Nore.—Turning the head to the right and left
will be found necessary in all wheelings and dress-
ings. [Itisto be obscrved as a gencral rule, that
the first position is the one to be Tesumed after an
order is completed.

Right—Face. Qne motion.

20. On hearing the last word he turns on his left
herl, a.d at the same instant brings back his rizht
footand places it parallel with the left, describing
ene quarter of a circle to the right.

Left—Face. One motion.

]
21. Raise the right foot and left toe, resting the
weight of the body on the left heel, and describe a
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inches from the other. The body (as in all the oth-
er steps) kept square to the front, and ercct. On
hearing the word Ault, the soldier places the foot
(which is then raised) at the proper distance, and
brings the other back by the side of it.
All the steps in the drill are to be performed in
o common time.

OBLIQUE STEP.

While on the march the officer orders—
To the right obligue—March.

27. At the word march, (which should be given
as the left foot strikes the ground) the soldier will
place his right foot so far to the riﬁht as to gain to
the rightabout three fourths of a full pace. The left
footis then placed directly in front of the right, about
three-fourths of a full pace to the front. %‘he word
then ought to be given—Right—Lett; with so much
of a pause between as to give the soldier time to get
fixed in his position. When the ground to the right
flank is gained, according to the design of the offi-
cer, he commands—

Forward—Murch.

28. At the word march, (which should be given
when the right foot is down) he resumes the march
direct.

To the lI:ft oblique—-;JWarch.
29, This is performed on the same principles,
SIDE STEP.
30. This step may be begun with the right foot,

which is not the case with any of the otier steps.
When the squad.is ia line the word is given—
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LOCK STEP.

This is particularly useful in displaying a column,
and in all file-marching. It is not used in the drill
until a number of files are formed in a rank; when,
being faced to ‘the right or left, the word is given—

ForwardeMurch.

35. When each file will raise his left foot and
plant the heel opposite the hollow of the right foot
of the file directly before him ; then his right foot op-
posite his file-leader’s left, in the same manner; cor-
tinuing thus whether the step be long or short, un-
til he hears the word halt, by which means every
soldier will retain his true relative situation, and
when faced to the front, will occupy no more ground

- than will be necessary for the formation of close
file, if the march has been correctly performed by
the lock-step.

This step is differently understood from what is
here described. Gen. Scott, in the War Regula.
tions, has described it thus : ¢¢ That at each step the
man in rear of another shall plant his foet on the
spot left by the man in front of bim.”’—Gen. Malt.
by describes it thus: ¢ Every man locking, or pla-
cing his advanced foot on the ground before (upon)
;lhe*s’pot from whence the preceding man had taken

is*.” v

But the author is convinced that neither of these
modes is practicable. It must be obvious to every
one skilled in file-marching, thatto step in the tracks
of the file in front, he must wait until they be left
by his file-leader, which will cause the line to extend

* This, says Maltby, was taken from James® Diclienary.
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exactly twice its usual length, which is contrary to
all military principles whatever.

TIME STEP.

This step is designed to preserve or mark the
time, while on the march. It may be necessary to
keep the same ground, and preserve the time with-
out gaining or losing ground ; as when a front divi-
sion may have to wait for one of the rear to advance,
or when a front division meets with some impedi-
ment, the whole must wait for the front to advance;
or when it is wished to change the direction of the
march, by wheeling about on the centre. Then the
officer will conmand— ’

Mark Time—March.

36. The word march is given whén one foot strikes
the ground, the other is then flung out to the front
so far as to straighten the leg, and without con-
straint, when it is brought back and placed by the
other foot, within the time of making one step, whe-
ther in common or quick time. This is alternately
continued until the officer gives a second order.

BALANCE STEP.

87. This step is not practised except in the drill.
It is executed in the following manner. At the
words Balance step—March, the left leg is extended
and carried forward with a straight knee sufficient-
ly to the front to make a step of 28 inches, the foot
level, and "suspended from the ground, with the
whole weight of the body on the right foot, the atti-
tude of the body the same as in the first position.
At the word one, from the officer, the foot is swung
to the rear as far as practicable, witheut any mofian

3 *
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of the body. Then wait until the officer gives the
word (wo ; when the foot is carried to the front and
planted 28 inches from the other ; when that is rais-
ed and carried to the front and suspended in the
same manner, the weight of the body on the left
leg. This is continued alternately, swinging the
foot to the front and rear, until the word is given
rest; when the foot that is raised is planted by the
side of the other, and the soldier stands at ease.

REMARKS.

The principal object in this step is to habituate
the soldier to march erect, without wavering or jos-
tling, or unnecessary motions, of the body or limbs,
and that the step at all times should appear easy,
and without great bodily exertion ; particularly to
have habitually at command the exact balance of
the body in all the various steps, and the easy mo-
tion or swing of the leg. The soldier is extremely
apt tc bend the knee too much when marching, which
arises in no small degree from the want of practice
in this step. Too much care cannot be taken to pre-
vent the soldier from bending the knee when march-
ing. The weight of the body should never be al-
lowed to come upon the foot until the knee is per-
fectly straight.

In all marchings, the body should move directly
to, the front as much as possible, without jostling to
the right or left, more than to balance the body from
one foot to the other.

The first position of the soldier, the various fa-
cings and stepfs, as already pointed out, having been
taughtand become familiar, he is prepared to receive
his musket, to take the same position, and to per-
form the same movements with arms.
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SECOND DIVISION.

THE POSITION OF THE SOLDIER WITH ARMS, AND THE
. EXERCISE OF THE MUSKET.

38. The position of the soldier with arms, is sim-
ilar to that without arms, excepting a small variation
as respects the left arm. In the position of shoul-
dered arms, the musket is placed nearly perpendic-
ularly, so that a line dropped from the point of the
bayonet would fall even with the left heel; the
breech of the piece resting on the left hand, and
against the shoulder; the elbow close to the body ;
the arm extended downward nearls the whole length;
the fingers under the butt; the thumb in front; the
fore part of the butt even with the {ront of the thigh ;
the cartridge-box so far back as not to be pressed
between the arm and body.

The soldier with arms having practised the vari-
ous steps and facings, as described in the first divi-
sion of the drill, he may then.be put to the manual
and platoon exercise. The soldiers formed in one
.rank and little extended, would be the most eligible
situation, as each one might then be seen, and the
proper instruction given to each separately.

In the War Regulatious, four men are paraded in
one rank for this exercise; but this is intended for
the regular service. In the militia it will be found
necessary to instruct a greater number ata time;
but it will be very useful to parade in one rauk for
the purpose of giving instruction in the musket ex-
ercise.

39. ¢ The execution of every word of command
shall be in distinct motions,”” says the War Regula-
tions. In the drill, it will be necessary for the offi-
cer to count for the private in performing each mo-
tion, that he may have an opportunity to correctev-
ery mistake.
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MANUAL AND PLATOON EXERCISE. :
The words for the Manual and Platoon Exercise,
are to be given in the following order, and are to be
executed and explained as hereafter described.
- As the soldier is at all times to come on the ground
with ordered arms, the exercise will commence from

that position.

Manual Exercise.

Sitoulder arms.
Present arins.
Shoulder arimns.
Advance arms.
Shoulder arms. .
Secure arms.
Shoulder arms.
Fix bayonet._
Support arms.
Carry arms.
Slope arms.
Carry arms.
Port arms.
Charge bayonet.
Shoulder arms.
Charge bayonet.
Shoulder arms.
Trail arms.
Shoulder arms.
Recover arms.
Carry arms.
Unfix bayonet.
Order arms.
Rest.

Platoon Ezxercise.
Caution. Attention—Pla-
toon Exercise. First divi-
sion of Firing. Company
will prime and load by word
of command.

Load arms.

Open pan.

Handle cartridge.
Tear cartridge.
Prime.

Shut pan.

About,

Charge cartridge.
Draw rod.

Ram down cartridge.
Retura rod.
Shoulder arms.
Ready—Aim—TFire.
Shoulder arms..

Second division of Firing.
Prime and load.
Shoulder arms.
Ready—Aim—TFire.
Shoulder arms.

Third division of Firing.

Quick Time--Prime & load.
Ready—Aim—Fire.
Shoulder arms.

Order arms.
Stand at ease.
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turning the barrel to the front at the same time ;
drop the lett hund and receive the butt in the usual
manner; the fingers of the right hand bheld easy
agas! inthe small stock.

2. Let fall the right hand briskly to its position.

Advance—Arms. ‘Three motions.

45. 1. As in the first motioi of present arms.

2. Carry the piece to the right side, turning the
barrel to the rear; receive the piece with the gight
hand. with the arm extended; the fore-finger and
thumb in front, the firger below, and the thumb
above the guard; the left hand lying on the piece,
with tie fore-arm square across the body.

3. Let the left hand fall to its position.

" Shoulder—Arms. Three motions.

46. 1. Bring the musket in frant of the body,
shifting the fingers to the front of the small stock un-
der the guard,and the thumb in rear under the cock;
and seize the piece with the left hand in the position
of the present. .

2. Raise the musket to the left shoulder, and drop
the left hand to the breech; holding the right hand
the same as whea shouldering from the present,

3. Drop the right hand to its proper place.

Secure—Arms. Two motions.

47, 1. Spring the piece a trifle with the left hand ;.
bring the right hand acrosssthe body, seizing the
iece at the small part below the lock; raise the
]::ft hand, placing it infront of the barrel at the swell,
the left elbow flat'against the piece, so as to cover
the lock, the piece perpendicular.
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2. Bring the piece ta the front with a quick mo-
tion of the left hand, throwing back the breech un-.
der the left arm, with the right hand ; drop the right
hand to its proper place at the same time ; holJing
the piece secured under the left arm upon an angle
of forty-five degrees to the front; the eyes turn-
ed to the right to see that the pieces are in a
line. This must be strictly autended to, atall times,
when the pieces are brought to a sloped position,
such as the Secure, the Trail, the Slope, or the
Chage.

Shoulder—Arms. Two motions.

48. 1. Throwup the piece with the left hand to
the shoulder; seize it at the small stock with the
right; the left hand is dropped to the breast.

2. Drop the right hand to the right side.

Fix—Bayonet. Four motions,

49. 1. The first motion of fix bayonet is the same
as the first motion of order arms.

2. Extend the left arm on the left side turning
the burrel to the rear; and seize the piece with the
left hand just above the right, and seize the bayonet
with the right hand, draw it, and fix it at the muzzle ;
the right hand remaining at the shank of the bayo-
net. k

3. Throw the piece directly to the shoulder, with
the left hand, dropping it at the same ‘time to the
breech ; the right hand catchiug the piece at the
swell just ahove the lock.

4. Drop the right hand by the side.

Support—Arms. Three motions.
50. 1. Bring the right hand across the body, and
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lace the fingers on the small stock four inches be-
[:)w the lock. y

2. Quit the piece with the left hand, placing the
arm square across the body under the lock, and let
the cock rest on the arm,

3. Let the right hand fall to its place,

Notez.—In the War Regulations, the men, while
marching, are allowed to support with one or both
arms. :

Carry~Arms. Three motions.

51. 1. The fingers of the right hand hold the
piece below the left arm., '

2. Drop the left hand to the butt.

3. Let the right hand drop to its place,

Slope—~Arms. One motion,

52. 1. Drop the muzzle of the piece to the rear
on an angle of forty-five degrees; the elbow close
to the body, pieces dressed.

While on the march it is not necessary to he so
particular as to the position; the abject being to rest
the arm.

Carry—Arms. Two motions.

53. 1. The piece is brought with a quick motion
to the shoulder with left the hand; and the right
strikes the piece above the lock to prevent its fall-
ing aver to the front,

2. Drop the right hand.

Port—Arms*., Two motions.

54, 1, The first motion the same as the first mo-.
tion to advance, -

® Thisis a motion not to be found in the War Regulatiens
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57. 1. Seize the piece with the right hand at the
small stock, the same as the first motion of present.
2. The same as from the port.

Shoulder—Arms. Two motions.
The same as before.

Trail—Arms. Two motions.

58, 1. Sink down the musket to the full extent
of the left arm, seizing it at the same time with the
right hand the height of the left shoulder.

2. Extend the right arm the right side, the breech
sloped to the rear, %ut not so as to touch the ground.

Shoulder—Arms. Two motions.

59. 1. Throw the breech to the front uatil the
piece is perpendicular, then bring it to the shoul
der, the same as from the order.

2. Drop the right hand.

Recover—Arms. One motion.

60. Turn the piece with the left hand, the barrel
to the rear, and throw it in front of the bedy, catch
the piece with the right hand at the small stock;
the left above the lock, the little finger resting on
the feather-spring, the fore-finger the height of the
chin; the piece directly in front of the centre of the
body ; the right thumb upon the cock, and the fin-
gers under the guard, the elbow raised.

Carry—dArms. Two motions:

61. 1. Turn the piece with the right hand and car-
xl;y it ;’o the shoulder, and drop the left hand to the
reech,

2. Drop the rﬁ"hand.
Unfiz—Bayonet. Four motions.
62. The same-as fix bayonet, except.in the se-
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tended ; enter the butt into the barrel as far as the
hand; let the lock turn again to the left.

Ram down—Cartridge. One motion.

75. Slip up the hand to the small end of the ram-
rod, the arm at full length, drive the cartridge for-
cibly into the barrel, two er three strokes ; take it
again by the small end, between the thumb and fore-
finger.

Return—Rod. Two motions.

76. 1. Extend the arm, as in the first motion te
draw ; slip the hand down to the muzzle; witha
quick motion seize the ramrod at the centre, be-
tween the thumb and finger, the thumb in front, and
finger in rear of the rod.

2. Draw it out, enter it at the pipes; thrust it
down to its place; the lower edge of the hand on
the top.

Shoulder-—_.drms. Three motions.

77. 1. Carry the piece to the shoulder with the
left hand; turning on the left heel at the same time
to the front, and carry back the right foot to the side
of the left ; seize the piece with the right hand at the
small stock.

2. Drop the left hand to the butt.

3. Let the right hand fall to the right side.

. Ready. 'Two motions.

78. 1. Bring the piece.to the recover.

2. Raise the right elbow, and place the right
thumb on the cock; cock the piece by bringing
down the elbow, and drop the Eand to the small
stack; the piece perpendicular.
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veral words in the Manual and Platoon Exercise,
In going through with the firing, it isimpossible that
the soldier should perform them correctly, unless the
words are well timed, and suitable pauses made.
The officer must be habituated to an exact measure
of the time ; and, then, even if the words should not
be perfectly distinct, the habit of the soldiers would .
enable them to fire exact. :

The piece being at the shoulder, the caution is
given—
Second Division of Firing.
Prime—and—Load. Two motions.

81. 1. Seize the piece as in the first division of
loading ; there make a pause of one second.

2. Half face to the right on both heels, and drop
the pieceto the priming position; open the pan as
before ; and perform all the motions the same as in
the first division, without waiting for the word. The
motions must be performed with care and delibera-
tion ; and pause with the lower edge of the hand on
‘the butt of the ramrod. The pieces are then brought
to the shoulder by order. .

The words are then given—

Ready—Aim—Fire.
The same as before ; and the motions performed

the same, and the pieces brought to the priming po-
sition.

Shoulder—Arms.
When the private will half-cock his piece, and

shut pan as before, and come to the shoulder. The
caution is then given—
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PART IL.

"CONTAINS THE MODE OF FORMING COMPANY, POSITION OF

OFFICERS, THE DIFFERENT MOVEMENTS OF A COMPANY,
AND THE MANUAL EXERCISE OF OFFICERS AND NON-COM-
MISSIONED OFFICERS.

Ranking and sizing, and forming.the men in (wo
ranks. .

As so much depends on the manner by which you
commence the instruction of the company ; and as I

am sensible that many non-commissioned officers are

ignorant of this part of their duty ; having no other
knowledge than what they obtain from books; I
shall be more particular on this head, than some,
perhaps, would think it necessary.

No. t. It will first be the duty of the commanding
officer, on days of exercise, toascertain if there be a
complement of non-commissioned officers present, if -
not, he will launch others to fill their vacancies for
the day. He then orders one of the sergeants to
parade theeompany in two ranks,gwith the tallest
on the right- and left of each rank, and in the rear.

This duty is commonly put to the first sergeant,
but the captain should make them take turns, that
all may understand it. The company is then parad-
ed in the following manner:

2. The sergeant will order the music to beat the
long roll on parade, when the men will form on the

‘left of the music, with the tallest on the right in one

rank, in succession to the left. The other non-com-
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. geant who paraded the company will take post on
_ the-right of the company, if it be the first sergeant.
s~ The law in the State of Connecticut at this time is,
- zhat the troops be inspected the first Monday in May
¥ of each year. The first duty, therefore, t6 be per-
formed on those days, is, to call the roll, then in-
spect the arms and equipments minutely, antl note
all deficiencies ; then read the law; and complete
the official duties of the day ; after which the com-
pany will proceed to exercise.
Here let it be remarked, that if the company are
to drill in the use of the musket, they should be di-
vided into as many squads as there are officers to
command, and each one exercise his own squad ac-
cording to prescribed rules.
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DRESSING. ey

12. To give the company a correct habit of dregss*}
ing in line, which will be extremely useful in the':
battalion, they will now be taught the principles in ™3
the following manner. The officer having ordered
one file on the right to advance two paces for the
point of appui, and having posted an officer on the
left for the point of formation, gives the word—

By files—From the right— Forward— Dress—March.

13. The files move forward at the word, in suc-
cession, and dress by the first file; the officer on the
left must see that they dress correctly, and caution
them if he sees they advance too far, or stop short.
The men in dressing will be careful to stop a little =
short of the line, and immediately dress up by the
meq already formed. The rule generally adopted
for dressing, is, to advance until you can see the
third man’s breast on that flank by which you dress
this however cannot be an exact rule; there being
so much.difference in the size of men, and the pro-
jection of the breast; and what is still worse, 'so
much unsteadiness in the line, that it is extremely
difficult to dress by that rule. [ have fourd it very ..
advantageous .in dressing, to cast the eyes on the:™
feet, and advance or retire until the toes are in a line,
which can be .ascertained at u glance, even should
the body be wavering. The men in the rear rank
will clese within one pace of the front rank; each
one will be careful to halt directly inrear of his file-
leader, and dress not only with his own reuk, but
the man in front of him. Drecsing by the lcit for-
ward, or on the right or left backward, i~ executed
on similar principles; except in /!ve<sing to the rear,
the men will step a little past the iire. an'! then
dress up, The company may then be taught to

~-r
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dress forward, by bringing forward two or more
files, and dressing them by the point of formation,
then bring forward the remainder by sections or files.
As dressing is so important, 1t cannot be too strictly
atteaded to.

OF WHEELING.

14. What is understood by a full wheel,is a ¢uar-
ter of a circle; and to the right or left about, is
half a circle; so that when a company is ordered to
wheel, the wheeling flank perform a quarter of a
circle.

TO WHEEL INTO OPEN COLUMN OF PLATOONS.

On the left of Platoons—Backward wheel—March.

15. When the word is given wheel, cach man
looks to the right, except the man on the right, who
looks to the left; and as soon as the word is given
march, the men on the wheeling flank step back
with as long a step as convenient, and edch on® feel
easy to the pivot flank; the rear rank incline te the
left so as each to cover his file-leader ; and each cne

must look to the right to see that he does not wheel

away from the man next to him oo the wheeling
flank. For a.further explanation of wheeling, see
Puart I. No. 11. Observe to halt as soon as the
wheel is completed without waiting for the word.

REMARKS.

This kind of whecling is esteemed useful ; it has
many advantages ; but the principal benefit resulting
from wheeling backward, (and which is an impor-
tant one,) is to retain the dress of the left flank of the
column, which is to goveru on the march. If the
line break into column by wheeling to the right,
then the right will be in a linc; and then if there be

N
N
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odd files in the y1:t00ns, as there generally is, they
must obligue to the right and left until they get the

left dressed. This must consume time, and cause. .

unnecessary movements.  The French remedy this
“evil by fiiing into column from the left to the front;
but this is unsafe with undisciplined troops.

The position of officers as described in page 56,
you will perceive, is different from what is practised
in the militia at present; but it is the same as prac-
tised in the army at this time, (and established hy
the War Regulations,) except a trifling variation in
consequence of a less number.  In the army, they
bave four subaltern officers, and five sergeqnts.” In
the War Regulations, the sergeants are celied
guides ; the first sergeant is guide of the right of
the company, and the second, guide of the left. when
in line. When the company are in colamn, the first
and sccond sergeants are on the commanding flank
without a-cover; the remainder in rear.  The cor-
porals on the ri%ht of platoons. The captain and
licutenant are called chief of platoons; the captain,
on company days, has no particular station ;" but
should be at all times where he'can hest witness the
correctness of the movements. The licutenant’s
post is in front of the second platoon, from which he
occasionally may move to the right and left fank,
or in rear, and-see that each officer and private per-
forms his duty correctly. When there is a superior
officer to take command, the captain and Keutenant
are toremain in frent of the first and second platoons
when in column ; and are answerable for the regular
conduct of the non-commissioned officers and pui-
vates of their respective platoons.

In a former Treatise on this subject, | have laid
it down as a rule for the officer commanding a pla-
toon (or the guide) at all times to be on the com-
manding flank ; and not knowing at that time that
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third, and the second sergeant the fourth section ;
each one giving the word right, or left turn, as the
case may hbe. The third sergeant will immediately
take post in rear of his section, after they are front-
ed and dressed.

Filing from the left to the rear, and from the right
to the front, may be performed in the same manner, -
observing, that if you file from the left of sections,
(or any other division,) to the fear, the words must
be, left face—left turn ; and when halted in column,
the ranks must be faced to the right, (instead of left,)
and the right of each section becomes the pivot ; as
filing from the left of sections to the rear, flings the
left of the column in front, and the wheeling into line
must be to the right. Filing to the front from the
right of sections, (gor any other divisions,) the words
will be the reverse of those in filing from the left to
the front. When halted in open column, and order-
ed to front, they must face .to the left. This also
flings the left of the column in front. In this man-
ner you may bring off a regiment from the parade,
left of column leading. It must be remembered that
in wheeling or filing into column, the music must not

play.

TO CHANGE THE DIRECTION OF MARCH 'IN COLUMN ON A
MOVEABLE PIVOT, TO EITHER FLANK.

Column—To the Right—(or Left) turn.

47. At the word, the pivot of that flank will short-
en the step, and the reverse or wheeling flank will
lengthen the step, until the column bave obtained
the direction required; when the commander orders
Jorward—when the whole section or platoon step
off together by the ordinary step, to the front direct.
It must be observed in this movement, that the same
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the better way would be, to move the front platoon
their length to the front, then wheel the remainder
on the left backward, and all wheel to the left on the
ground that the front platoon occupied before march-

ing.

TO FORM CLOSE COLUMN OF PLATOONS ON THE RIGHT, RIGHT
IN FRONT.

55. The words of command for this movement are
the same as for the open column, making use of
the word close column, instead of open column. The
movement is likewise the same, excepting the turn
of files to the rear is not so great. .

Note.—It is not deemed necessary to describe
all the various modes of forming column on the right
in rear, and on the right in front ; likewise on the
left and on the centre; the principles are the same
in all. The officers must be prompt in giving the
words of command to their several platoons to Aalt,
Jront, and dress ; and be careful never to run past
the flank of the platoon on which they form ; it be-
ing a common fault to form an oblique line with the
front, instead of right angle.

TO DISPLAY AN OPEN COLUMN OF PLATOONS TO THE LEFT,
FORMED ON THE RIGHT IN FRONT.

Company will display column to the left on the front—
i - Left face—March.

56. At the word face, the officers take post on the
ieading flank, front rank ; and at the word mareh,
they lead out their platoons parallel with the line of
formation. The officers keep in a line from the
head to the rear of the column, so that the heads of
the several platoons shall be even, and no platoon
projecting out before the others, until they halt to
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more minute detail will be found in the movements
of the battalion, in Part I1I.

The echelon movements for wheeling the line to
change position, are called, in the War Regulations,
changing of front. The absurdity of this definition,

ou will find under the head of changing front of a
ine, No. 42. Part II.

TO ADVANCE IN DIRECT ECHELON OF SECTIONS, FROM THE
RIGHT.

Note.—In all the echelon movements by compa-
ny, they will be considered as in one rank, and di-
vided into two divisions, four sub divisions, and
eight sections. It is laid down as a principle always
to be observed, never to mark time previous to mov-
ing to the front; except when the sections or sub-
divisions move to the front in succession; then it
will be necessary, for the following reason :—Should
any number of steps be designated as the distance
for the sections or sub-divisions to march from each
other ; for instance three, or five, or any odd num-
ber, ard the company not marking time, the sec-
tions would be compelled to step off with the right
foot, or they would not have the step with those in
front.

Mark Time—March.

L
By sections—From the right in succession at three
paces distant—March.

68. At-the word march, the first section will move
directly to the front; as soon -as they have gained
the number of steps designated, the next section will
follow ; so in succession to the left, until all are on
the march in echelon, with the right leading, which

9

-
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is then the governing section, and to which all the
sections must conform. As soon as the front section
arrives on the ground where the captain wishes to
commence the formation of the new line, he.gives
the word, echelon—form a line—march. As.soon
as the sergeant hears the word march, he will give
the order to his section to mark time, and will imme-
diately see that they are perfectly dressed; the
other sections will arrive on the line in succession,
and dress by the sections ready formed.

REMARKS.

The company may advance in echelon from the
left on the same principle, substituting the word left
instead of right; and they may advance to any dis-
tance the officer may choose ; sometimes at.one pace
distant, sometimes at half wheeling distance, and
sometimes at wheeling distance. As soon as the
word is given, mark time, each officer commanding
the section, (if the echelon is to be marched by sec-
tions,) will take post on that flank next the section
or sub-division on which the movement is to com-
mence.

TO HALF WHEEL THE LINE TO THE RIGHT BY AN ECBELON.

Company will wheel into an echelon to form a line on
the right.

By sections—To the right quarter wheel—March.

69. The first section will have previously made a
half wheel to the right and dressed ; and at the word
march, the officers of the remaining sections must
judge by the eye the true distance for a quarter’
wheel, and halt them as soon as that is completed,












104 MILITIA TACTICS.

When that is done, the order is given—
Divisions—To the right and left—Face.

When the first division will all face to the left;
the right hand files of the second and third face to
the right; and the left hand files to the left.” The
order is then given—

Divisions—Countermarch and form ranks of three—
March.

When the second division will countermarch, and
form a line the same as a company in one rank,
Part II. No. 5. The right hand files of the first di-
vision will march until they arrive at the centre of
the second division, and halt. The left hand files
will countermarch and form a line with them, facing
likewise to the centre ; thus forming the rear rank,
with the tallest on the right and left. The right
haud files of the third division will march to the right
of the right flank of the secand division, and halt;
while the left hand files will countermarch to the
right and form a line with them; thus forming the
front rank. The company will then be formed in
three ranks, with the tallest of each rank on the
right and left, and the tallest of the ranks in rear;
the ranks at one pace distant. They are then front-
ed by order.

METHOD OF FORMING THREE RANKS FROM TWO.

80. The company'being halted, and divided int
three equal divisions, the captain orders— ’

Third division—Two paces to the rear—March.

When they will step two paces to the rear, which
will clear the front rank one pace from the rear rank
of the second division. The order is then given—
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It must be remembered, that the mes are not to.
front in these movements, until the officer gives the
word; they then face together.

TO FORM TWO RANKS FROM THREE, WHEN FORMED l‘lo&
ONE RANK, WHETHER COUNTERMARCHED WITH THE TALL-
EST ON THE RIGHT ANB LEFT, OR ON THE RIGHT ONLY.

Compary will form ranks of two.

82. The rear rank must be previously divided
into four equal parts. When the word is given—

Rear rank—Outward face.
Form ranks of two—March.

At the word outward face, that half on the right
face to the right, and that half on the left face to the
left. At the word march, the first fourth part will
march out their length, and mark time, until the se-
cond part have advanced in front of them ; they then
both face together, and march to the front, and form
a line with the other ranks. The remainder of the
rear rank. will perform the movement the same to
the left; observing, that the right and left of the
rank must form in rear of the remainder. "

TO FORM. TWO RANKS FROM THREE, WHEN FORMED FROM
TWO.

Company will form ranks of lwo.

Rear rank—Left face—Form ranks of two—March.

8. At the word march, the left division of the
rear rank march out their length to the left, and
mark time, until the remainder of the rank have ad-
vanced in front of them, when they will all face te
the right, and march to the front, and dress by the
other ranks. '
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again resume the position of ordered arms, without -
unfixing bayonet.

After firing, the officer frequently wishes to inspect
the arms, to ascertain if they are all discharged;
which may be done in the following manner, the
pieces being at the shoulder : '

Spring— Ramrods.

115. At this word the musket is catched with the
right hand, the same as in No. 113, and the ramrod
drawn and entered, and the piece brought again to
the shoulder. This will enable the officer to judge,
by the length of the ramrod, if there be any prece
that is not discharged ; and if there be any one whose
piece is not, he will order him out of the ranks to
discharge it, before any further exercise.
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companices are equalized. ‘The corporals, although
they may be on the flanks of the companies, must -
not be assigned over to any other company to which
they do not belong. The adjutant will then give
the order.

Buttalion—Attention—Shoulder arms*.

Cuptains—Equalize your companies—Commencing
right and left of the battalion.

12. When each captain on the right and left will
count off’ the number of files required for his com-
pany. The two next captains will then proceed in
like manner as expeditiously as possible; so on in
succession to the eentre.  Should there be any mis-
take in the morning reports, and there be more or
less files remaining in the two centre companies than
required, they must be taken from, or added to the
other companies on their right and left.  The cap-
tains then proceed to divide their companies into
platoons and sections, and assign posts for their
non-commissioned officers, and all assume them as
directed in the Table. Whatever number of files
may be added, or taken from a compan: hy equa-
lizing, each captain is to retain his own officers, and
not to assign them to any other company, unless un
order from the colonel. Each captain is to com-
mand his own men as much as practicable; the lieu
tenant the second platoon. :

13. While the captains are dividing their compa-
ni-s, and posting their officers, the quarter-master
and sergeant-major will assist them, and see that
there be no mistake, and that the officers all have
their proper places.

* Wheun the first or ler is given to sroulder arms after the Ie
is forme'l, or at anv time after the “attalion are ordered to stand
at ease, the company officers draw their swords.
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when they will follow without playing. At which
time the drums an fifes will again commence.

When the order is given by the colonel to carry
arms, the officers will bring their swords to a carry,
and beready to commence the salute when within
six paces of the general, fixing their eyes directly
upon him, and continue in that position until the
third motion, when the eyes are again turned to the
front, and the sword to the carry, and again to the
advance. The colours remain in the ranks without
saluting. .

The officers on foot ought to be particularly care-
ful not to alter the just position of the body, in pass-
ing the salute. Any rising on the toes, or twisting
the bady, or tossing it up, (with an expectation of
performing it more gracefully,) is far from military
racefulness. Gracefulness in 2n officer, when pay-
ing the salute, has no relation to such motions, or
to bowing the head gently, dropping the counte-
nance, or respectfully bending forward the body It
consists in ease, steadiness,and immoveability. Ease,
as respects the motion of the arm and sword ; steadi-
ness, as respects the body generally ; immoveabili-
ty, asrespects the head and eyes.

If other officers or gentlemen are invited to ac-
company the general while the troops are passing
in review, they will take post on his right and a
little in rear, leaving room for the colonel on the
general’s right, which he will occupy till the column
have marched past, where he has an opportunity to
observe the defects of the troops while passing, and
hear any remarks which may be made concerning
them by the general.

When the colonel wheels out of the column to
take post with the general, the lieutenant-colonel
will take post at the head of the column, and com-
mand till they againarrive on the original line. When
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PART 1V.

COMPRISES THE MOVEMENT OF A BATTALION, AND THE
FIRINGS.

MAN@EUVRES.
EXPLANATION.

In the following Manceuvres, the words of com-
mand, which each officer must pronounce in order
to execute the movements, are placed in italics, op-
posite the rank of the several officers, viz. The
words set against ¢ Col.” are for the commanding
officer of the battalion, whatever rank he may sus-
tain, The words against ¢ Lt. Col.”” are for the
commandant of each wing. The words against
¢ Captain,’® are for the commandanis of platoons,
companies, or grand divisions, as may be necessary
in the movements. In all the movements the cau-
tion is to be given by the colonel, and in a voice
that may be heard by the whole battalion ; and in
such a manner as to explain, as much as possible,
the movement to be performed. But lest the cau-
tion may not be heard or understood distinctly by
all, it will be necessary generally, for the command-
ants of wings to repeat the caution in part, previous
to giving the word of command. -The command-
ants of wings must substitute the word, right or left
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MAN@EUVRE No. 2. X

TO DISPLAY A CLOSE COLUMN TQ THE LEFT FROM THE
" RIGHT.

Col. Column will display to the left, from the
right,

Lt. Col. Right wing—Display column to the I:ft
on the first platoon—Left face—March.

Captain. Hall—-Front—Forward-Halt- Dress. See
Plate I. No. 2.
7 EXPLANATORY REMARES.

When the order is given to displayto the left, the
chiefs of platoons, which being the captain andlieu-
tenant, will immediately step to the left of their
commands ; and-as soon as the platoons are faced
to the left, they will take post on the right of the
first and second sergeants; and at the word march,
the commandants of platoons will conduct them out
of the column parallel with the line, until they have
gained their proper distance to form to the front;
which must be ascertained by lnoking to the rear to
see when the rear ot their pKwtoon are clear of the
front of the platoon on their right. When that is
the case, and each commandant sees that he is di-
rectly in rear of his position in line, he gives the
words hali—front, with a pause between, sufficient
for the files to close up and face together. The
commandants of platoons then give the order for-
ward, and they all step off’ together and feel and
dress by the right, until they arrive in a line with
those ready formed ; when the word is given helt—
dress ; and they dress by the markers, who will have
left the column on the word march, aud having pass-
ed over the shortest possible distance to the line,
have dressed by each cther, according to the rule

13
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prescribed for them in dressing. The right wing
must dress hy the left, and the left by the right.

When the column is formed with any probability
of being displayed on the same ground, the markers,
before Feaving the line, would do well to make some
mark on the ground, or observe some monument; that
they may be enabled to take the same ground again
when ordered to display. The officers of each com- .
pany will take their proper places in line as soon as
their company is formed and dressed.

'MANGEUVRE No. 3.4

7O FORM DOUBLE COLUMN OF PLATOONS ON THE CENTRE¥,

Col. Battalion will form double column of pla-
toons on the centre, in rear of the centre.

Lt. Col. Right wing—Form close column of pla-
toons on the eighth platoon, in rear of
the eighth— Left face—March.

Major.  Left wing—Form close column of platoons
on the ninth platoon, in rear of the
ninth—Right face—March.

Captain. Hali—Front—Dress. See Plate L. No. 3.

EXPLANATORY REMARKS.

This movement is perforred on the same :princi-
pleof No. 1. The right wing facing to the left in-
stead of the right, and the officers taking post in
front as before. The first and second sergeants of
the right wing will take post on the right flank when

* This movement, in the War Regulations, is called a column
of attack. Itis sometimes formed at section distance ; sometimes
at platoon distance ; and whea formed by grand divisions, at com-
pany distance.
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in column ; the left being in front. The platoons
on which the columns are fonmed will at all times
stand fast. The light infantry companies of each
wing will form column in rear of each, unless other-
wise ordered. '

MAN@EUVRE No. 4.4

TO DISPLAY COLUMNS TO THE RIGHT AND LEFT FROM
’ . THE CENTRE.

Col. (.%lumm will display to the right and left,
on the centre.
Lt. Col. Right wing—Display column to the right
' on the front platoon—Right face—
March.
Major.  Left wing— Display column to the I;ﬂ on
a

. the front platoon—Left face—March.
Captain. Halt—Front—Forward—Dress.

EXPLANATORY REMARKS.

This column is displayed on the same principles
of No. 2, observing to march out parallel with the
line of formation, aud dress by the centre.

RS
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MANEUVRE No. 5.

TO FORM €LOSE COLUMN OF PLATOONS ON THE RIGH® AND
LEFF OF THE BATTALION. '

Col. Battalion will form close columns of pla-
toons in rear of the right and left flank.

Lt. Col. Right wing—Form close column of pla-
toons on the right, in rear of the right
—Right face—March. - '

Major.  Left wing—Form close column of platoons
on the left, in rear of the left—Left
ace—March.

@aptain. Halt—Front—Dress.

EXPLANATORY REMARKS,

This movement is no way different in principle
from the preceding formations; the object being
more to give the proper words of command, than
to explain any new movement. When the column
is formed on the company or platoon next to the
light-infantry, as in this case, the light-infantry will
form “in front of the-column; but if formed on the
reverse flank, they will form in rear. And when the-
column is displayed, they being in front, will face
to the right or left, and march out their length, and
face to the rear, and dress back on the original line.












PLATE .

No. 1.

No.

T

r Front

il

No.3.

_;

/.-

1‘//_5‘J

[}

.___/

e

|

T

.f“'{'

_

H]

y

e T

|

et
















Nodl.

NoR,

T |

¢}

4

3

1

No. 3

_/\ —$\ = -—4—\\_\—5—\\:}'—\-\

Il I ”F

L

- lI I-1

6

s Forvnt
















158 MILITIA TACTICS.

march left in front, if the ground and circumstances
will admit.

. Filing into column is, by some, deemed prefera-
ble to wheeling; but unless troops have a correct
knowledge of the flank step, it will be attended with
considerable difficulty, as files will consequently
open, and much time will be lost in closing. But
ﬁEng into column should be often practised by com-

anies in battalions, to the front and to the rear, as
it may at times become necessary. Officers must
always be careful, when filing from the right to the
front, to face to the left, and the reverse when filing
from the left to the front. And when filing to the
rear from the right, they face to the left, and to the
right when filing from the left: or, in other words,
face at all times s0 as to retain the rear rank.
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pany next themin line. The music may remain in
their places, or march with the first platoon, accord-
ing to the directions of the commanding officer.

%have frequently seen a line thrown intoan eche-
lon by the platoons marking time, in succession,
while the remainder of the line were gaining wheel-
ing distance to the front. This may answer to ha-
bituate men to marching in various situations; but
it is not a proper way of performing the echelon
movement, as it in part destroys the object. The
object of the direct echelon is to move a line to the
front in small bodies, independent of each other,
and thereby obviate the difficulty of dressing the
whole line on the march. ‘
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It the echelon is commenced from the left, they
may be wheeled to the right, then formed on the
right platoon. If the officer wishes to form an ob-
lique line, he will halt the echelon, then wheel the
front platoon into the required direction ; then wheel
the remainder, half the distance of the front; then
march and form a line on the front platoon.

MANEUVRE No. 21..

INDIRECT ECIIELONS,

TO WHEEL INTO AN ECHELON AND MARCH TO A POINT DIS-
TANT, AND NOT WITHIN THE BATTALION.

Col. - Battalion will march in echelon to form in
line to the right.

Lt. Col. Right wing— By platoons to the right, half
wheel— March.

Captain. Halt—Right dress.

Lit. Col. Echelon— Forward—March.

Col. Echelon will halt, and form a line. :

Lt. Col. Right wing—Halt—To the left wheel into
line—March.

Captain. Ha‘l;—Right (or left) dress. See Plate

. . O. ] .

EXPLANATORY REMARKS.

‘The object of this movement is to gain ground to
the right as well as to the front; ang each platoon
having made a half wheel to the right, will march on
an angle of 45 degrees to the right, independent of
each other, and retain their relative position till or-
dered to halt. They are then wheeled into line, pa-

rallel with the original line, and dressed by the cen-
tre.

For a further explanation of this movement, see
company movements, Part 1l. No. 71.
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MANGUVRE No. 25.

‘YO HALF WHEEL THE LINE TO THE RIGHT BY ECHELON.

Col. Battalion will half wheel to the right, on
the right platoon.
Lt. Col. Right wing—By platoons to the right,
, quarter wheciy—-March. )
Captain. Halt—Right dress.
Lt. Col. Echelon—Form a line on the first platoon
—March.
Captain. Right quarter wheel—Hall—Right (or
left) dress. See Plate V1. No. 1.

EXPLANATORY REMARKS.

The object of this movement is simply to half
wheel the line to the right; for which purpose the
platoons will make a quarter wheel in that direction
and kalt. At the word to form a line, they all move
at the same time square to the front, till the right of
each platoon arrives on the new line, taken by the
right platoon: when the platoon officers will give
word right quarter wheel, and the platoons will
wheel in succession as they arrive on the line, and
dress with the first platoon and markers.

3.
4

15
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MANCEUVRE No. 30. R

TO REDUCE THE SQUARES“AND FOBM A LINE.

Col. Battalion will form a line.

Lt. Col. Sguare outward face—Platoons to the
right and left half wheel—March.

Captain. Halt— Dress.

Lt. Col. Echelon—Form a line—March.

Captain. Right (or left) half wheel—Halt—Right
(or left) dress. See Plate VIII. No. 3.

EXPLANATORY REMARKS.

After facing the squares outward, the platoons are
wheeled into echelon as follows: the right of the
squares will half wheel to the left, the left half
wheel to the right and the rear, wheel once and a -
half to the right; and at the word march, they form
the line, as before directed for echelon movements.
The. light-infantry file again to their places in line.
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passed the defile, and arrived on the new alignment, -
the colonel will give the caution to form line, and
the front platoon will be halted by the lieutenant-
colonel, and the remainder wheeled to the right in
rear of the front platoon, and marched in rear of the
line until their left is uncovered by the line, when
they will wheel to the left into line, haltand dress by
the left. As soon as the order is given to form a
line on the front, the leading platoon of the left wing
will oblique to the left and form a line on the front
platoon without wheeling; and the remaining pla-
toons of each wing must wheel on a moveable pivot
to the right and left, to avoid interfering with each
other in that movemtnt. The platoons of. the left
_wing will wheel to the left, and march in rear of the
. line, and wheel to_the right the same as the right
wing have done to the left; halt gnd dress to the
right.

~
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column, close order, left in front, and rear rank lead-
ing. When the order is given to the right wing to
Jorm double platoons, the major will give the same
order to the left wing, and the lieutenants will face
each left platoon to the right, and form them in rear
of the right, in close order, front and dress them.
The right wing will then pass the left, through the
space left by the left platoons of the left wing; and
as soon as they are clear of the rear platoons, the
major will give the word form a line, and the lieu-
tenants wiﬁ face their respective platoons to the
left, display and form a line with the right platoons.
The major may then give the word to fire, and after-
wards face to the right-about and pass the right
wing, in the same manner as they passed the left.
The right, after passing a short distance to the rear,
will rective the word to form a line, which will be
done on the march, by the captains giving the word
to the right platoons to oblique to the left, and form
a line on the left.  After murching a prescribed dis-
tance to the rear, the line will be halted and faced
to the right-about ; and if the left wing are to pass
to the rear of them, the right wing wiﬁ perform the
same moyements 8s directed for the left. '

17
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occupy so much time, and as no benefit is likely to
result from this formality, I think it better to retugn
them without form, and in the following manner :—
The colours will be cased or furled, and returned
by their bearers, accompanied by the sergeant of
their guard, and conducted by the sergeant-major
to the place of deposite without music, and receiv-
ed by one of the field-officers, and the sergeants dis-
~ missed to their respective companies. -
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the shoulder without loading and without the word.
Thus the files will advance in successior, to the
flanks, by two files advancing at the same time as
before.

TO FIRE WHILE ADVANCING.
Company will fire ﬁdvancing.
The rifles being loaded, and the men dressed in a
line, will receive the word—
Forward—March.

When the company will move to the front in line,
and open their files a little from the centre, that
each may march independent, without dressmg by
the centre. When the officer perceives that the
companv have gained sufficient ground to the front,
he commands—

Halt.
Company—Ready.
: Aim.

. And each man will fire as soon as he gets fixed on
his object, without waiting for the word, and drop
his rifle to the priming position. The order is then
given—

Prime and load.

Which is performed as before, and pause without
coming to the shoulder.

Shoulder—Arms.

Forward—March.
Halt.

- Company—Ready.
Aim.

These motions and movements are executed as
20
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and drop his rifle to the loading pocition: when
he will again receive the following wurus vi com-
mand—

Load.
Shoulder—Arms.
Ready.

Aim.
Right—About,
Forward—March.
Prime.
Halt,
Left—About.
Load,
Shoulder—Arms,

'This mode of firing may be continued as long a»
the officer thinks proper ; and whea completed, the
files will be brought to the shoulder without loading,
and closed to the centre.

SECOND DIVISION.

MODE OF FORMING A COMPANY OF LIGHT-INFANTRY OR RI-
FLEMEN ; POSTING OF OFFICERS, AND VARIOUS MOVE-
" MENTS IN ONE RANK.

FORMING COMPANY.

A company of light-infantry or riflemen are form-
ed in the same manuer as a battalion company ; they
both in the first instance being formed in one rank,
as described in Part 1. But every company should
practise forming in two and three ranks, as it may
sometimes be found necessary.
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companies must not be allowed to exceed 140 or

150 steps to the minute, and not lengthen the step
beyoiid 28 or 30 inches.

TO ADVANCE OR RETIRE BY FILES FROM THE FLANKS,
OR CERTRE OF THE COMPANY.

,.,MAﬁmu'i'nn 1st. Company will advance by files
Jrom the right.

Right—Face.

_All the files face to the right except the right,
which temains facing to the front. The first ser-
geant takes post in ?roht of the right file, the com-
missioned officers on the left of the line opposite
their places.

Quick time—March.

At the word march, the sergeant leads off direct-
ly to the front, and the files followy in .close order,
and all turn to the left on the ground occupied by
the first file.

Maneuvee 2d. Company will advance by files
Srom the lefi. pEy .

Left—Face.

All face to the left, but the left hand file, and the
second sergeant steps in front of him.

Quick lime—Ma rch.

_The sergeant leads off to the front as before, and
the files turn to the right at the left flank of the com-

pany.
0*
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Quick time—March.
The sergeant leads off to the rear as before.

TO FORM COMPANY IN DIFFERENT POSITIONS WHEN FILING
FROM EITHER FLANK OR CENTRE, TO THE FRONT OR
REAR.

TO FORM ON THE LEADING FILE WHETHER ADVANCING OR
RETIRING.

WHEN ADVANCING FROM THE RIGHT.

Mavauvre 6th. To the front form— Double quick
time—March.

" The leading file halts, and the sergeant steps to
his right ; the other files half face to the left, (more
or less, according to the distance fromn the front,) and
form upon the left of the leading file, in double quick
time. }

Ma~neuvre 7th. To the right form—Double quick
time—March.

The front file faces to the right, and takes one
pace to the front and halts; the other files pass him
1n rear, and turn into line in succession as they are
uncevered from the right, and halt as they arrive in
line, without waiting for the word.

Manaeuvre 8th. To the right-about form— Dou-
ble quick time—March.

The leading file will step one side-step to the
right, and face to the right-abeut, and halt; every

other file turns round in successien and forms en the
left of the first.

WHEN ADVANCING FROM THE LEFT.

Man@uvre 9th. T the front form—Double quick
time—March.
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MANCEUVRE No. 9.

SUCCESSIVE FORMATION OF LINE, FROM OPEN COLUMN,
WHILE ON THE MARCH, TO THE RIGHT FLANK.

Column will form a line on the front sections

Front section—To the right wheel,
Halt,

EXPLANATORY REMARKS.

When the intention is announced by the command-
ing officer, of forming to the right flank, by wheel-
ing sections in succession ona line previously de-
signated, the right of each section becomes the go-
verning flank, to which the officers and men are to
conform.

When the word is given for the first section to
wheel—they will wheel to the right, and step one
pace in front, to give the remaining sections room
to pass in rear and wheel up as soon as they are un-
t’:lowl/ered, and mark time till they have the word—

ait.

MANGEUVRE No. 10.

TO FORM THE WEDGE FROM OPEN COLUMN OF SECTIONS.
Company form the wedge—March.

EXPLANATORY REMARKS.

Plate of movements for light-infantry, No. 19,
Fig. 1, represents a company in open column of
sections, right in front, containing fifty-five distinct
files. Fig. 2, represents the files broken off in each
section, which are separated by small lines; and
the files or parts of sections which form together, are
connected by other small lines running across the
lines which separate the sections. Fig. 3, repre-
sents the wedge formed in close order.
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of the picces. While this is performing, the sub-
divisions in front of the pieces will face to the right-
about, and march obliquely to the left, until in line
with the axletree on the right flank of the pieces;
then haltand face again to the front. The sub-divi-
sions in rear of the pieces will likewise oblique to
the left without facing, and march up and dress by
the axletree on the left flank of the piece. The
word is then given man pieces, when each one will
attend to the particular duty assigned him. (See
Plate VIII. Fig. 2.)

To unlimber and mar pieces from line, is simply
for the gunners and bombardiers te take their seve-
ral stations, and the remainder to close up towards
the pieces.

Words of command for the manual exercise of field
pieces.

The pieces are considered to be unlimbered, and
formed in battery.

Attention.

Secure side boxcs.
Man pieces.

To the right dress.
Advance spunge.
Tend vent.

Spunge pieces.
Handle cartridge.
Charge pieces.

Ram down cartridge.
Prime—Take aim.
Fire.

Change drag-ropes.
Unho%k dmzror;)es.
Mouat side boxes,
Lia.ber pieces—Shoulder rammer.
€Carry lint stock.









































































































