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SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS.

JOHN THE BAPTIST.

CHAPTER L

Excellence of the New Tefiament, which, like the Old, .
inflruéls us by examples— Preparation made for Me/-
. fiab’s appearance—Jobn appointed His barbinger —
commended by our Lord— his birth mirazublau:——mlled
by a fignificant name—praophecy of bis father concern-
ing {x’m fl.ris educationp arfd ear/{ pi:tyfﬁ-fulﬁlled an-
<cient preditions—bis office—auflerity—doltrine of
repentance—baptifm—reproofs and _admonitions—
tejlimony concerning Ghrif—baptized Jefus—referred
all to Him—a pattern to mnifiers—cffeéls of his
preaching—reviled—fent for by Herod, imprifoned—
diretled bis difciples to enquire of Fefus—beheaded—

bul‘ied.

TH E Old and New Teftament are clofely con-
ne&ed, as parts of the fame plan, which mutually
confirm and illuftrate each other. Both are derived
from the fame divine original; and therefore there
<can be no oppofition between them. - But, without
detradting from' the ‘authority or excellence of the
more ancient fcriptures, we may affert, that the New
Teftament claims our peculiar regard, as containing
the cleareft and moft interefting revelation ever deli-
vered to mankind, and exhibiting the completion &
Vor. III, "B



-2 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS,

the great defign, which had been in fome mecafure
made known from the beginning. Salvation was
publithed to Adam immediately after the fall, and in
every fucceeding age intimations were given, that
redemption fhouid be accomplithed. Yet much ob-
fcurity refted on all the various difpenfations, till it
pleafed God to difperfe the darknefs by the full mani-
feftation of his grace through Jefus Chrift, and to
“ bring life and immortality to light through the
Gofpel *.”

In the New Teftament, alfo, we perceive the fame
mode of inftru&ion adopted as in the Old. Our faith,
indeed, is fixed by an exprefs and authoritative de-
claration of the truth: but it is not taught in the fame
fyftematical way as in the generality of human writ-
ings. A confiderable portion of this little volume is

. hiftorical ; and accordingly, to explain or inculcate the
principles of our religion, it refers us to facts and ex-
amples. Thefe we fhall endeavour fairly to repre-
fent; pointing out at the fame time the praical im-
provement of each circumftance as it occurs. Though
we fhall neceffarily be led to infift on evangelical
do&rines, for they will offer themfelves to our notice,
and furely they are too important to be overlooked,
yet we fhall not lofe fight of the original intention,
of deducing profitable leflons for the regulation of our
condut.from the principal lives and chara&ers which
are recorded.

We are now paffing from the comparative obfcu-
rity of all the preceding ages, to behold the fplendour
of a perfe& day breaking forth in the gofpel. Do
we not exult, while we hear a heavenly voice ad-
drefling us, ¢ Arife, fhine, for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is rifen upon thee +?”” But
“he Chriftian difpenfation, fo bright and excellent,

i ufhered in by one of an inferior luftre, which

™ 3 Tims. ie 30 + Ifao Ixo 10
: prepared



JOHN THE BAPTIST. : 3

prepared the way for it. The revelations of God
have gradually increafed in their clearnefs from the
beginning. As, in the natural world, we are not
furprifed by the fudden burft of day, for we have no-
tices of its approach; fo the Sun of Righteoufnefs did
not arife, till an illuftrious harbinger, like the morn-
ing ftar, had announced his appearing.

But who fhall be appointed ¢ to go before the
face of the Lord?”” We might conclude, it muft be
One of diftinguifbed excellence; and accordingly we
find the higheft charader given of Joun THE Bar-
TIsT, for whom this honour was referved. Qur
Lord ftyles him “ a burning and a fhining light *,”
and declares, ¢ among them that are born of women,
there hath not rifen a greater than John the Bap-
tift +.””> Many very eminent perfons are exhibited
inthe Old T eﬂamcnt; but, upon the opening of the
new difpenfation, the grace of God was more abun-
dantly difplayed. John the Baptift ftood before all
the ancient patriarchs and prophets, as to the dignity
of his office, and' his fpiritual difcernment. Many of
them had defired to fee and hear thofe things, of
which he was witnefs; but they were not permitted.
They fpake and wrote much concerning the Saviour,
and had large difcoveries of his worth and excellence:
but John was favoured with more exprefs revelations,
underftood and defcribed more clearly the nature and
benefits of his redemption, and himfelf beheld his
glory. They pointed to him, as to a diftant obje&,
the ¢« Mefiah that was to come;” John not -onty
proclaimed his immediate approach, but referred-the
people to him, as already prefent before them, faying,
< Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
fin of the world £ !”

Yet the commendation of the Baptift by our
Lord, is given with fome limitation. Though John

# Joha v. 35, + Mat. xi, 11, % 1ot 29e

Ba



4 §CRIPTURE CHARACTERS.

apsas advanced above all, who preceded him, many
are placed in a higher point of elevation. ¢ He that.
is leaft in the kingdom of heaven is greatér than he.”
For as the great myftery of godlinefs was foon after-
wards more fully opened, one of the leaft abilities
and meaneft office in the church of Chrift (which is
often fignified by « the kingdom of heaven’) might
underftand more of the plan of falvation, than even
4his eminent faint. If we extend our views to < the
kingdom of heaven” in its moft exalted fenfe, it is
ﬂilFmorc obvious, that he, who obtains the loweft
diftin&ion in the fociety of the blefled above, will
there difcover more of the rich and fovereign grace
of our God, and poflefs a larger meafure of know-
Jedge, holinefs, and glory, than ever John could have
-done, with all his gifts and attainments, upon easth.
. From the confideration of this charaiter, then, we
fhall fee reafon to adore the divineé mercy toward
-ourfelves, inafmuch as we enjoy a clearer revelation
of the Son of God; and, though our place in this
world be obfcure, and our abilities contemptible, yet,
-dying in the faith of Chrift, we fhall foon be admirtted
to a ftate of purity, happinefs, and honour, of which
the moft excellent men are not even capable in their -
prefent ftate, '
Many remarkable circumftances at-
_;elh:efé:‘m tended the coming of the Baptift, which
=ommon ac fixed the eyes of the public upon him,
«eount _called and excited a general expefation of
oo Domisi. (ome great events to be accomplifhed
him. He was introduced by a train of miracles.
3 parents were too far advanced in years to look
“any children in the common courfe of nature *,
- ngel from heaven announced his birth,
nted the father Zacharias, with the cha-
office which his intended fon fhould fuf~

® Luke is § Sco -
tain,




‘ JOBN THE BAPTIST. 5
tain. His very name was determined; and it was
foretold by the divine meflenger, that he fhculd be'a
perfon of peculiar holinefs and abftinence, « filled
with the Holy Ghoft even from his mother’s womb;’”
and, as the promifed forerunner of the Mefliah, be
the favoured inftrument of ¢ turning many of the
children of Ifrael to the Lord their God.” ™ Decla-
rations fo wonderful Zacharias was back ard to cre-
dit; and therefore, for a punithment of his unbelief,
and a corfirmation of the prediction, he was in-
ftanty ftruck fpeechlefs. At the appointed time the
€hild was born; and on the eighth day, when the rite
of circumcifion was performed, Zacharias directed,
in ubadience to the angel, -that he fhould be called
{OHN, which fignifies,. ¢ The gift, or mercy of the
ord.” Immediately the tongue of*the pious father
was loofed, and, under the abundant and powerful
influence of the Holy Gheft, “ He fpake and praifed .
God.” The fpirit of prophecy had ceafed from the
days of Malachi, that is, about four hundred years;
but it was revived in Zacharias, who broke forth
upon this event into an infpired fong, expreffing the
moft ardent gratitude to God for remembering his
holy covenant and fending redemption to his people.
The venerable prieft- enlarged upon the nature and
excellence of the falvation about to be effeled; and
then looking on his infant fon, he exclaimed, ¢ Thou,
child, fhalt be called the prophet of the Higheft; for
thou fhalt go before the face of the Lord, to prepare
his ways; to give knowledge of falvation unto his
people by the remiffion of their. fins, through the ten-
der mercy of our God; whereby the day-{pring from.
on high hath vifited us,. to. give light to them that fit
in darknefs, and in the thadow of death, to guide our
feet into the way of peace.”” .
‘T'hefe furprifing circumftances could not fail to at-
tract the notice of the neighbourhood. < All they
that heard them laid them up in their hearts, >

~ 83









8 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS.

When kings and great men of the earth are about
to travel, they fend their meflengers before them,
that, 2ll due preparations being made, they may meet
with a rezdy reception. Every obftacle, which might
prevent their progrefs, muft be removed; the rug-
ged mountains levelled; the deep valleys raifed up;
the winding path muft be rendered ftraizht, and all
the rcugh places fmooth. To do this in the moral
world; to proclaim the approach of the King of
kings; to take out of the way whatever might oppofe
his a2dmiflion, ignorance, pride, prejudice, and the
love of prefent things; and to difpofe the people to -
receive him by a reprefentation of his glory, and of
the benefits which he beftows ; were among the great
objells of the Baptift’s office.

It were eafy to thew, that he came at the very fea-
fon, which had been foretold. For the fceptre was
departing from  Judab, the feventy weeks of Daniel
were expiring, and many were ¢ waiting for the
confolation of Ifrael,” when John appeared to de-
clare, that the promifed Deliverer of the Church was
at hand, and that ¢ the Lord, whom they fought,



JOHN TME BAPTIST. g

precipitate, full of their own importance, eager to be
employed, who run and are not fent. He waited in
modeft retirement till he received his commiffion..
But when ¢ the word of God. came to- him” (and
the revelation,, doubtlefs, carried its own evidence
with it), he delayed no longer, but went forth, with.
the utnoft earneftnefs, to reprove and awaken the
carelefs and impenitent. Every thing'in his appear--
ance, his manners, and' his do&rine, tended to ex—
eite a folemnity and a ferioufnefs in the minds of his -
audience. He was clothed, as the ancient prophets,
with a rough garment, which was compofed only of
camels haig, and bound about him with a leathern.
girdle; and he fubfifted on fuch food as the wilder-
nefs- afforded, ¢ locufts and wild honey.” His ad-
drefs alfo was calculated to ftrike an awe into the
people: for he fpake with authcrity as a-meflenger
from God, « Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven.
is at hand.” Here we obferve the nature and the
grand fubject .of his preaching. He declared, that
the Lord God was about to eftablith in the earth that.
holy and. fpiritual kingdom. which. had been.foretold,.
efpecially by Daniel * ;: and that no one could be. ad~
mitted into it, who did not abhor and forfake his fin;,
.and- with. a contrite heart return unto the Lord..
Without making any exceptions, he confidered all-
perfons as in a ftaté of depravity, guilt, and condem--
nation, who muft experience an. entire renovation
and fubmit to the grace and government of Jefus, in
order to their final falvation.. Thofe alfo, who pro-
fefled any deep compunction, he required to conform
to the fignificant rite of baptifm, which he admini-
ftered; thereby publicly acknowledging their pollugy
tion,_their need of a fpiritual wathing, and their dep
termination to abandon every evil way. . a
; ® Dan. ii. 44- [vile 145270 -
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" JOHN THE BAPTIST. 11X

A doubt feemed to be entertained, whether he
were not the promifed Meffiah; but this was foon
refolved by the unreferved declarations of John.
He teftified, that the Saviour, who was about to ap-
pear, poflefled a dignity immenfely fuperior, and that
he confidered himfelf unworthy to perform the mean-
eft offices for fo exalted a charalter. He reprefented
Him as pouring upon’ his Church the abundant in-
fluences_of the Holy Ghoft, which, refembling fire
in its operations and effe@s, enlivens and purifies the
foul. But he warned his audience, that the fame il-
luftrious Perfonage is not to be impofed upon by any
vain pretences to piety; for that He will make ah
awful feparation between the righteous and the wick-
ed, and, while he deteéts the hypocrites, that he will
deftroy them for ever.

At length when Jefus came forth to public view,
and prefented himfelf to be baptized, John pointed
him out as the very Chrift, of whom he had fpoken *,
It had been wifely ordered in the providence of God,
that thefe two, though fo nearly related, were till
that time ftrangers to each other: for thus all fufpi-
cion of a collufion between them was .prevented.
But then, it fhould feem, the Baptift received a fe-
cret revelation, that the perfon approaching him was
the Meffiah; and therefore, under a fenfe of his own
ipferiority and defilement, he cried out, “ I have
need to be baptized of thee; and comeft thou to
me?” His objetion, indeed, was overruled; and,
when ke had adminiftered the divine ordinance, his
teftimony concerning Jefus was immediately con-
firmed by the vifible defcent of the Holy Ghoft, and
a voice from heaven declaring his high charaéter.

Do we not perceive and admire the meeknefs and
humility of John, who was fo careful to affume no-
thing to himlelf, and to give all glory to Chrift? The

® Johni. 15 &
e



.
"

srzended
e Savie
a2 whom

T I, 322 con2d upon the
regd Hlm, 38 e great
ifn2 Sia &Xp.ais our
o2t L‘..-:! o God,
zway the G ol e world
2nciner cecaficn we nerceas ln nm the fame
T lnate reect .or I-
cibers acqLainied wi
ned ezisred ca SN -

s "OC.LC\. ....e.

z-:22r, When
i immenfe

J:an were
Suld .‘._lntcrﬁ

L.y e Bz"::. immedately correcied their jealouly
2T wne! s of !'p riz, and with an sozithing hu-
thze the Saviour fhould be




JOHN THE BAPTIST. 12

‘and a fupreme regard to the Redeemer. But the
minifters of religion feem more efpecially concerned
to place this eminent pattern before them; for their
office requires a nearer refemblance and imitation of
‘him. They alfo are fent to « prepare the way of the
"Lord;” that, every obftacle being removed, He may
come and reign in the hearts of his finful creatures.
‘Thefe are like the wildernefs, in which are various
impediments, forbidding all accefs. How much is
to. be done! In a moral fenfe, the rough and crooked
‘paths muft be levelled and made ftraight, Fhe faith~
ful beralds muft « cry aloud and fpare not, and thew
the people their tranfgreflions,” and proclaim unto
the end of the world, ¢ Behold, your Salvation com-
eth.” In every different fituation, to which they
may be appointed, as they have but one obje, their
Janguage muft be the fame, ¢ Repent ye; for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”> They muft therefore
- preach the law, explain its extenfive demands'and tre-
mendous fanctions, in order to convince men of their
depravity, guilt, and danger, and of the neceffity of
an entire renovation. Thus they will labour, like
John, to ¢ turn the difobedient to the wifdom of the
juft, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
You admire the zeal, the courage, and the faith-
fulnefs of the Baptift; but are you defirous, that
your minifters fhould in any meafure copy after him?
Are you willing to hear the doftrine, which he cene
ftantly delivered, and to be addrefled with the fame
"unreferved plainnefs? Your wifhes, indeed, in this
caf€ are not to be confulted: ¢ whether you will hear,
or whether you will forbear,” the ambafladors of
Chrift muft ({eclare, « Except ye repent, ye fhall all
perith *.”  Yes; it is indifpenfably requifite, that
the moft regular and decent perfons fhould be con-
‘vertedy as well as open and grofs offenders. ‘This

® Luke Xiﬁo 3.’
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JOHN THE BAPTIST. 18

The moft glorious effe®s may be expe&ed from
the miniftry, which is exercifed, like that of the Bap-
tit, with wifdom, courage, impartiality, and faithe
fulnefs. Doubdefs, bhe laboured to good purpofe,
among the men of that gencration, and ¢ many of
the children of Ifrael did he turn to the Lord their
God,” according to the prophecy ®. It appears, too,
that his teftimony was recolle@ed after his death, in
confequence of which, probably, many were difpofed
to believe on the Saviour 4. But it muft not be con-
cealed, that his excellence of charatter did not fecure
him from contempt and ridicule. Among fome, ef-
pecially of the higher ranks, he was accounted no
better than a madman, or a demoniac. “ He hath
a devil,” was the fcornful reproach caft upon him .
The cafe is fomewhat fimilar among ourfelves;
¢ The preaching of the crofs is to them that perith
foolifhnefs:>” the moft exemplary condu in minifters
will not filence the gainfayers: and if John were to
rife from the dead, and to preach as before, it is not
likely that he would meet with any better treatment.
Such kind of cenfures and derifion will, indeed, ap-
pear of little confequence to thofe, who are chiefly
folicitous to promote the honour of Chrift and the fal~
vation of fouls. Whatever nailing accufations are
brought againft them, expoled as they may be to vio-
lent oppofition or ¢ cruel mockings,” if they are the
inftruments of turning any to the Lord, and refcuing
them from the wrath to come, they will confider them-
felves as abundantly repayed, and diftinguifhed with
peculiar favour.

We cannot help withing, that the valuable labours
of the Baptift had been greatly prolonged for the be-
nefit of the world. But it pleafed God, whofe ways
are unfearchable, to appoint otherwife. The exercife
of his public miniftry was fhort indeed; for-he was

# Luke i. 26, + John x 41. 1 Luke iy



16 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS.

not only foon interrupted in it, but even cut off, zs-
it is fuppofed, in little more than three years, after he
entered upon it. We haften to confider the clofe of
his life, which was attended with fome afiliCtive cir-
cumftances, but not inglorious.

John, we have feen, was held in high eftimation
among the common people; and this excited the no-
tice, if not the jealoufy and difpleafure, of the Great.
Accordingly he was fent for, perhaps from motives of
curiofity, to the court of Herod, the Tetrarch of
Galilee, before whom he had an opportunity of bear-
ing a faithful teftimony *. This prince was of an in-
famous charater, and was then living in adultery with
Herodias, the wife of his own brother Philip: yet he
appeared to be much affected by the folemn admoni-
tions of John, liftened to him with pleafure, and, in
compliance with his expoftulations, reformed many
parts.of his condué& +. A worldly prudence would
have fuggefted, that the preacher muft be filent on the
particular fins, and efpecially the inceftuous com-
merce, of the king. But the honeft zeal of the Baptift
could not refrain; and therefore, without fearing the'
confequences, he boldly reproved him, as for his other
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‘was awhile reftrained, left, by the murder of this holy
man, who was generally beloved and venerated by
the people, he fhould caufe an infurreftion among his
fubje&s. ’

éhall we mourn for the imprifonment of the pro-
phet! We muft lament the interruption of his mini-
ftry; but there is no doubt, that he was happier
in his chains, than his perfecutors in the palace.
Shall we, then, be afraid of the confequences, to
which a faithful difcharge of our duty may expofe us?
No: letus revere our confciences, and dread the dif-
pleafure of God more than the frowns of the weorld.
Let us openly avow our attachment to Chrift, and
our abhorrence of fin; nor dare to give up the truth
in compliment to any man. For it were better to
go down into a dungeon for righteoufnefs’ fake, than
to enjoy the favour of princes, with the reproaches of
our own minds, and a fear of the divine judgments, -

It thould feem, that John’s difciples had free accefs
to him during his confinement, and that he was foli-
citous to introduce them to a further acquaintance
with the Saviour, to remove their fufpicions, or to
confirm them in their attachment to Him. On this
principle, we apprehend, when he-heard of the grow-
ing reputation and the miraculous works of Jefus, he
fent to him two of his beloved followers (not for his
own fatisfaCtion, -but theirs) to enquire, -whether or
no he was the true Mefliah *, Our Lord, probabl
knowing the purpofe, gave a full anfwer to the qucz
tion, by referring them to the wonders which he per<
formed before them, in proof of his charaller, and
then warned them to beware- of entertaining preju
dices againft Him.—May we learn from John, when
we are quitting the world, to bear our teftimony fos
Chrift, to rejoice in the advaricement of His kingdom,
to dire& our friends to Him, ‘and labour to eftablith
them in the knowledge and love of his name!

* Mat, xiv 2§, Luke vii. 13=—21, x '
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JOHN THE BAPTIST. b1 )

May his memory be dear to us, as it was to them!
‘Whatever reproaches may attend the faints of God,
living or dying, may we honour their names, and
not be afraid to avow our efteem for them!

You, who hate and perfecute the zealous fervants
of Chriit, would have taken part with Herod and his
affociates. But ah! confider, with wh ‘m you would
with to be joined hereafter! Will you not defire to
have your portion with them, whom you now defpifs
for their holy fingularity? O feek, them, to poflefs
their faith and love, their felfdenial and devotion.
« Give diligence to make your calling and eletion
fure:”” and you fhall foon be, wheré the Baptift is,
adoring your God and Saviour; and you fhall there
attain a higher degree of fanétity, blifs, and glory,
than what diftinguithed this eminent charater upon

earth,

- We pray, therefore, with our Church, _

¢ Almighty God, by whofe providence thy fervant
John Baptift was wonderfuily born, and fent to pre-
pare the wiy of thy Son our Saviour, by preachin,
of repentance; Make us (o to follow his do&rine an
holy life, that we may truly repent according to his
preaching, and after his example "conftantly fpeak
the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and petientdly fuffer for
the truth’s fake, through Jefus Chrift our Lord.
Amen *.”

% Colle& for Saint John Baptiit's day, -

AN
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JESUS CHRIST.
CHAP IL

SECT. L

Importance of the charafier of Jefus—ts be fudied with
prayer—and for the increaje of holy affections—its
originality=—proofs of bis. exiffcnce—writers of bis
bj/iry competent and faithful. Confidery as an intro-
duttion, 1. His prc-lxzzrm, 1. His Deity, ill.
His incarnation, IV, Preparations made for bim.

WE cannot but feel a fufpicion and diffidence of
ourfelves, while e attempt to delineate the charac-
ter of the Saviour. So great is its importance in
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#hat the veil mav be removed from car micds, 2nd
that He, ¢ who commanded the light to fthine out of
darknefs, may thine into our hears, to zive the lizht
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of
Jefus Chrift . Read the hiftory of Alcxander or
Cefar, as you pleafe; but dare not to tzke up the
holy records of the Saviour, to indulze aa idle or curi-
«ous fpeculation: for every thing here is wonderful,
:and defigned to excite in us the devout affeCtions of
gratitude, love, and zeal.

A right apprehenfion of His charaQer will con-
{train us to cry out with Simeon, in raptarous adora-
tion, “ Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart in
peace,—for mine eyes have feen thy falvation .
Every proper view of Him will, allo, produce a fanc-
tifying influence. For, ¢ with open face, beholdin
as in a glafs the glory of the Lord, we are chan
into the fame image, from glory to glory, even as by
“the Spirit of the Lord1.” -

The moft fuperficial obflerver muft allow, that the
hiftory of Jefus is replete with wonders. Almoft
-every circumftance in it is uncommon, and unparal-
lelled. He was born, He lived, fuffered, and died,
in a very different way from any other man. This
originality of his-charaer is a ftrong prefumption in
favour of his religion; -becaufe no ‘impoftor ever did
refemble him, nor is it probable, that fuch a refem-
.blance would ever be pretended.

It is not.our defign to produce the many evidences,
‘Wwhich might-be offered, in fupport and confirmation
of our holy faith. But it may be noted briefly, that
the proof of the whole depends en this fingle fact,
that there did really exift fuch a perfon as %efus of
Nazareth. And this is eftablithed upon ftronger

~teftimony, than any other fimilar fa& can be. The
declarations of many ancient Pagan writers put it be-

~

# 2 Cor, iv, 6. 4 Luke ii 29, 30, % 2Cot X2
3 .

3



N\

G SCYIPTURE CHARATTERS.

o3 Gt and it is mansieft, tha: the frft and
s erefr o pofiss of the colpel never once demed it
v . asfy mere cearly afcer:ained by the propagation
st continuance of Chriftianity in the wond. For
wiciae cid this {yftem take its rife; or how could @
bave beer, fupported; i there had never been fuch ¥
'} co ner as Jefus Chriit?

§5ut are the records, which defcribe his life sl
«).arwiter, yenuine accounts, and what may fafelybe
se'.d on? “Fhe anfwer is obvious: the books of the
Iicw ‘Veflament have a2 more convincing evidence
e their authenticity, than any other writings of the
Like ancicnt date,  T'he hiftory of our Lord is trank
natid 1o us by thofe, who poflefled the moft certain
wdormation upon  the fubje®. The Evangelifls,
Matthew and John, were difciples and conftant at-
tcndants of Jefus; Mark and Luke, alfo, had the beft
epprtunities of being acquainted with his ations and
difi smnfes from the apofiles themfelves; the formerit
bz belicved being the companion of Saint Peter, 8
the latier was u? Saint Paul. Thefe publifhed their
nariations very foon after the tranfaltions which they
sclate, und in the midft of enemies; fo that their ac-
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. It was the Redeemer, who appeared and rev
himfelf to the church in the Old Teftament, b
-‘name of JrRHOVAH, and who is called ¢« the A
in whom was the name of God,” ¢ the Angel
prefence *.” He governed the world by his
vidence, before he took up his abode in it, ord
all things by his wifdom and power. Nay, he
“the Creator both of heaven and earth, with all

wvarious inhabitants, vifible and invifible; < he
wand it was dene; he commanded, and it ftood fa{]‘
«And do not thefe things import, that he had an ¢
sence, prior to that of every creature? It n
Jeem ftrangeto fearch for arguments in fupport o
truth, if we were not furrounded by thofe, whc
allow the Saviour nothing more than the propt
of humanity, An error this, which ftrikes a:
foundation of our faith. For if we accede to fi
fentiment, we muft either fay, that fin-is not {
fenfive to God as to require any expiation

therein we fhould deny his righteous chara&ter,
the fanctions of his holy law), or elfe we muft aba
our hopes of heaven, fince no adequate atone
can have been made by a mere man like eurfe
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2 proper introéacton o e i and carattes of Ja-
fus. It feoms to pave beea the grand Selzn of e
Evangelift to viaciczze <32 Zivize i!a77 of our Re-
y In oppcition to thoiz very errots, waich
to tew thexicires, and have beea oaly
broached afreth bv modern beretics. In what terms
could he bave deiivered the dodrine more exprefsly,
than he has done wien he aderts, « In the beginning
was the Word, and thke YWord was with God, and the
Word was God *:” It is obvious, that he fpeaks,
not of a mere attribute, but of a rea! perfon; for he
adds that ¢ the Word was made fizth and dwelc
among us +”>. He meant, therefore, to defcribe his
beloved Mafter; and he has evidently applied:to him
the very fame title of “ the Word,” 2nd « the Word
of God” in fome other places {. - Nor is it an un-
fuitable appellation; for (not to infift on the import
of the term Logos, as the wifdom, or the intellectual
image of God) as our words difcover the fentiments
of our.minds, fo he has.revealed the divine will, and
declared the Father to us.

* John} 1, &ec. + 140
1 1 Jobn i 1. Rev. xix. 13

Vor, III, C w
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refufe to pay our homage to him? Let us enquire,

o we entertain worthy notions of him, or feel a
fuitable regard towards him? Do we render him the
bonour, due unto his name? It is poflible to affent to
his Divinity, in a mere fpeculative way, while the
heart remains infenfible to his excellence, and difaf-

% Matt. xvii. 1, &c. 2 Pet. i. 16, 17.
t+ 1 Johni. 1—3. 1 Hcb. i. 6.

1l Many are the publications, in which the Apoftolical teftimony
for the Divinity of Chrift is admirably colle€ted and ftated. To thofe,
Who may not have leifure for the perufal of the works of Dr. Water-
ind, we might recommend ¢¢ A thort Defence of the Divinity of
Chrift,” publifhed at Leeds, price 3d. ¢ Jones’s Cathclic Do&rine
of the Trinity,” &c. If the learned reader with to fee the teftimony
°.f:he primitive Church, in addition to that of the Apoftles, the wri-
tings of Rifhop Bull, particularly his ¢¢ Defenfio fidei Nicenz,” and
“Dr. Horfley’s Tras in controverfy with Dr. Pricttley,” are deferv-

mg of his xcgnrd}.
Cz2 . feQad
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feCted to his fervice. Accordingly, many call him,
< Lord, Lord,” who fec no beauty in him, that the
thould defire him, and who do not the things whicz
he fays *.

But to form a right judzment of the chara&er of
Jefus, we muft take a ditferent view, and obferve how
he gives us accefs unto himfeif. The glory of his
effential and unveiled Deity would dazzle our fight.
But we are encouraged to draw near, while we are
aflured, that he is IMMANTEL, % God with us,” or,
God in our nature; ¢ God manifelt in the flefh.”
Hence we confider

I1I. His incarnation. Various and oppofite errors
have prevailed, refpelting the perfon of Chrift; fome
denying him Divinity, others humanity, We be-
licve, that they were both truly united in him, and
that he was very God, as well as very man. Here,
indeed, many objections are raifed. Such an aflump-
tion of the manhood, it is faid, is unintelligible, un-
neceflary, and impoffible. Alas! to what impiety
may we be led by our own pride and prefumption!
There are thofe, who will not allow any thing to Je-
hovah,which exceeds their own fcanty comprehenfion,
and, without regarding hi's exprefs decll:'xr‘atiox}s, ar-
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and how replete with confolation is the do&rine be-
fore us!

It is ¢« the man Chrift Jefus,” who is propofed as
our pattern: for, confidered folely in his Divinity, be
could not be an example to us. In him, then, Hu-
manity is glorioufly exalted; and by an union with,
and a refemblance of, him, we fhall attain the higheft
dignity, of which our fpecies is capable. O let us
pray, that we may fo contemplate his excellence, as
to become more and more conformed to his like-
nefs!

We might conclude, that the objet was great in-
deed, for which a perfon of fuch eminence conde- -
fcended to take up his abode on the earth. We fhall
draw the {fame conclufion from confidering

IV. The preparations made for his appearance.
Upon a flight view of the fubje@®, we muft fuppofe,
that he was about to carry into execution fome fcheme
of immenfc magnitude and importance. An expec-
tation of his coming had been raifed in the minds of
men for four thoufand vears, His introduion into
the world, therefore, was not a fudden event, nor

1T~
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and embrace the mercy, which is offered to us through
the Saviour, rather than difpute about it. His mani-
feftation in the flefh; no doubt, was feafonable: nay,
the fcripture afferts, that he died ¢ in due time,” and
that he came “ in the fulnefs of time *.”” Some rea-
- fons may be afligned, why the great event did not
take place fooner:

1. That the neceffity of redemption might be
more clearly perceived ; and that our condition with-
out fuch an interpofition might be proved to be ab-
folutely defperate. The Lord fuffered men to walk
in the way of their own hearts, in order to evince
their extreme and total depravity, the blindnefs of
~ their underflandings, the perverfenefs of their wills,
and their utter inability to reftore themfelves. For
if we poflefs any wifdom, ftrength, or goodnefs, fuffi-
cient to effe€t our own recovery, how ftrange that
no approach was made towards it for four thoufand
years! A full trial, furely, was allowed; but during
all that time the ignorance, degeneracy, and wicked-
nefs of the world feemed to increafe. It appears,
- then, from undoubted faél, that, left to ourfelves,
we fhould never have obtained reconciliation with
God, and that without Chrift we are ¢ ready to pe-
rifh.” O let us profit by this fad experience, and
learn to value our Saviour the more!

2. That a long feries of clear and circumftantial
prophecies might- be delivered, and fulfilled in him.
This was a wife and gracious appointment; for the
. Gofpel has thereby received an abundant ftrength of
evidence. It pleafed God, in every age from the
begimning, to raife up and infpire faithful men, to pro-
claim the coming of a Redeemer, and to defcribe his
charalter and office. Accordingly, they foretold,
with an aftonithing exaknefs, his birth, life, and
death, and the various incidents relating to them; and

# Rom.y. 6. Gal. iv. 4.
Cs frn
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fiom their united tefimony, com pared with the Evan-
gclifts, we are furnifhed with inconteftable arguments
in {upport of the truth. They ¢ fpake, as they were
moved by the Holy Ghoft,”” and have left us no rea-
fonable caufe to doubt, that JEsus is the CHRIsT.
3. That preparations might be made by the divine
Providence for his reception, and for the ready pro-
pagation of the Gofpel. The Lord God, in all his
preceding difpenfations, had a regard to the intended
incarnation of the Saviour. Every thing elfe was ap-
pointed in fubferviency to that event, which exceeds,
in magnitudeand importance, every other circumftance
in the hiftory of mankind. Refpecting the Jews, this
is obvious to all, who examine the facred records;
and from the fame authority we learn, that the ftate
of the heathen world, and all their great empires, were
fo ordered as to make way for ¢ the Prince of
peace ¥, One dominion gave place to another, b
the wife and fovereign dilpofal of God, till, at the
birth of our Lord, the Romans had extended their.
power to every known part of the earth, and- thus
opened a communication for fpreading the Gofpel
amongft the moft diftant nations. At that period,
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with an exprefs commiffion to prepare his way, and
to proclaim his dignity and grace.

We need not add more. From the concurrence
of thefe various circumftances, we perceive fome vaft
defign to be in agitation, to which the attention both.
of heaven and earth is direQed.

The fubjeét before us will furnith us with an in-
terefting application to different characters.

1. You, who love the Saviour, or who feel your
need of him, draw near, that you may admire his ex-
cellency and perfe&tion. How great is his glory!
How aftonithing his condefcenfion! How rich, and
free, and extenfive is his mercy! How firm the Co-
venant, which he hath fezled with his blood, and con-
firmed by his oath! Let us join our teftimony, and
fay, that he is ¢ full of grace and truth.”” Is there
not enough in him, to difpel your fears, to encourage
and enliven your hopes! And will not the belief of
what he has done for you conftrain you to devote your-
felves to him? You know him not, unlefs you feel
an irrefiftible force in this argument. Do you efteem
the world, then, little:and contemptible, in compari-
fon of Chrift! O turn away your eyes from behold-
ing vanity! Come, and contemplate his perfect
beauty, till you can fay, he is to me ¢ the chiefeft
among ten thoufand, and altogether lovely *.””

- 2. You, who glory in yourfelves and not in the
Saviour, who depend not upon his merit but your °
own, confider what you are doing. What a con-
tempt do you put upon this divine perfon, and his gra~
-cious undertaking! You a&, as if all this wondrous
plan had been entirely needlefs. For if your moral
- qualities and works of righteoufnefs be l}L’lﬂiCidnt‘ to
recommend you to the favour of Heaven, then doubt~
lefs the incarnation, as well as the death of Chrift, was
vain. Then the counfels of God have been employed

* Sol. Song v. 10, 16,

Cs
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about a fruitlefs defign; and his Providence has been
contriving and executing an abfurd, becaufe an ufe-
lefs, fcheme. But this yous would not affert.  And,
if you allow the neceflity of fuch an interpofition, how
wretched, how defperate muft be your cafe, which
required it! Let the conviion have its proper in-
fluence! Under a fenfe of your guilt, bow before the
Redcemer, and implore the benefits of his falvation:
¢ Lord fave us; we perith *#1” g

3. You, who are defpiiers of Chrift, or who dif-
regard, at leaft, the important dotrine of his mani-
feﬁation in the flefh, confider the §rounds of your
objeltions or your inattention to it. We entreat your
ferious examination of thefe things; and afk, why
you fhould turn away your ears from them. You
are curious to hear what is uncommon and wonder-
ful; eager to read any eventful hiftory of men and -
empires; and always at leifure to liften to the trifling
news of the day. And is there nothing in this fub-
ject, which deferves your notice? Or how can you
acquit yourfelves of the moft confummate folly, if
you are indifferent about it?

But your negle& of the Saviour arifes not fo much
from weaknefs of underftanding, as from a rooted de-”
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fon *;** and he will be heard, or you fhall anfwer it
at your peril. He yet continues to addrefs you in
terms of love and mercy: but if you reje&t or flight
his offers, wo be unto you, that the Son of God is
come. ‘This aggravates your guilt, and renders your
deftru&ion certain and unfpeakably tremendous.
¢ He that believeth not is condemned already, becaufe
he hath notbelieved in the name of the only-begotten
Son of God +.” ) :

May we know the day of our vifitation; and, ex-
ulting in the glory and the grace of Jefus, may we
each of us cry out with a holy tranfport, ¢ Behold,
Gob is my falvation: I will truft and not be afraid ;
for the Lorp JEHOVAH is my flrength and my fong
he alfo is become. my falvation 1!~ Amen.

# Heb. is 1=3. 4 John iii. 18, 1 Ifa. xii. 2.

C6 . JEST
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JESUS CHRIST.

SECT. 1

The humiliation and glory of Fefus contrafted. 1. His .
miraculous conception—announced to the ¥irgin Mary,
andto Yofeph. 11. His nativity—at Bethlehem—in
a flable—declared by an angelto fhepherds—celebrated
by a multitude of the heavenly hoft—enquired after
and publifhed by the fhepherds. 111. His childhoed
and  education—circumcifion— prefentation in  the
temple—teflimony of Simeon and Anna concerning him
—vifited by eaflern Magi—preferved in Egypt from
Herod's cruelty—conduéied to Nazaretb-—/oon diflin-
guifbed for bis [uperior wifdom—at twelve yearsz
age difcourfed with the doltors in the temple—duwe
in fubjeclion to bis parents at Nazareth.
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differently, and have had, not a poor, defpifed, fufs
fering Redeemer, but, what the Jews withed for, a
temporal Mefliah, who Thould poflefs fupreme domi-
nion, dazzle the eyes of every obferver, by his pomp
and magnificence, and conftrain all the nations of the
earth to bow with unfeigned fubjetion to him. It
was otherwife appointed by the unerring wifdom of
God; and, fo far from being offended at the mean
appearance of Jefus, we fhould contemplate with pro-
found adoration the gracious purpofes of it.

Yet it is faid, ““we beheld his glory *.”” There re.
fided a glory in him, which his fpiritual people dif-
covered, and which fometimes broke forth to the
confufion of his enemies ; a glory far fuperior to all
the grandeur of conquerors and kings. Indeed, there
was a wonderful contraft in the various circumftances
which attended the Saviour’s abode on earth: for
the moft exalted dignity and the deepeft abafement
were united in him. Such a Meffiah the ancient

rophecies defcribe, and therefore fuch an one the
ﬁews ought to have expefted. They might have
learned, that < the holy One of Ifrael,” and the afe
flited, fuffering Mefliah was the fame Redeemer,
May all our prejudices againft him be removed; and,
while we hear of his coming in the fleth, may we be
difpofed to receive him into-our hearts, and with loud
hofannas welcome his approach, crying, ¢ Blefled be
He that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hofanna
in the higheft I’—~We confider, for the prefent,

I. His miraculous conception. = This, as well as
fome other incidents preceding his nativity, demands
our regard. We have already feen, that the provi-
dence of God had made great preparations for him,
and that the various prediftions of the infpired wri-
ters had raifed among the Jews a general expeQation
of a glorious Deliverer. 'Thofe, who ftudied the fa-

® John i, 34
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cred oracles, and carefully obferved the ftate of their
nation, could not but perceive, that the exa& period
marked out both by Jacob and Daniel for the appear-
ance of SHILoH, MEssIAH, THE PRINCE, muft be
near at hand *. They were therefore, ¢ looking for
redemption in Ifracl;” and at laft they obtained the
objeft of their hope. At the appointed feafon,  in
the fulnefs of time,”” the Saviour was announced,

But who was the favoured inftrument of bringing
him into the world? It had been declared, that he
was to be « the Son of David according to the fleth,”
and therefore that he thould be born of fome defcend-
ant of that king of Ifrael. But he was likewife to
be the Son of God: for he muft be ¢ holy, harmlefs,
undefiled, feparate from finners +:” and, that the
corruption of our fallen nature might not be com-
municated to him, he muft be conceived, and his
body produced, in a very different way from any other
man. It wasaccordingly previded in the divine coun-
fels, and foretold by the prophet Ifaiah, that ¢« a
ViraGin fhould conceive, and bear a fon, and thould
call his name IMMANUEL 1.”

Let Infidels cavil as they pleafe, and ftrain their
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rael had afpired to, for ages before *. Both fhe and
her expeéted hufband were placed in a mean fitua-
tion; but they poflefled a peculiar éxcellency of cha-
raéter, and obtained the notice of heaven. The Lord
pafled by the mighty, the noble, and the learned of
the earth, and poured contempt upon all worldly pa-
geantry, when he fubmitted to appear in the loweft
rank, and to be born of fo poor and obfcure a perfon.
Yet even upon that occafion, his dignity and glor
were difplayed. One of the higheft order of the cele({
tial fpirits, Gabriel, was commiflioned to inform the
pious Virgin of the counfels of God concerning her,
and to declare the name and the office of that illuf-
trious offspring, which fhe was to produce by a mi-
raculous conception through the energy of the Holy
Ghoft. ¢« Behold,” faid he, * thou fhalt conceive
in thy womb, and bring forth a Son, and fhalt call
his name Jesus. He %mll be great, and fhall be
called the Son of the Higheft; and the Lord God
fhall give unto him the throne of his father David:
and He fhall reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever,
and of his kingdom there fhall be no end.”
Intelligence of this fupernatural effe&, which im-
mediately took place, was not long afterwards given
by a heavenly meflenger to Jofeph the betrothed huf-
band of Mary +. He had perceived her pregnancy,
and, not knowing the caufe, could not but fufpe&
_ her integrity, and therefore withed to break off his
engagements with her. To relieve him from his
anxiety, the angel explained to him her real fituation,
encouraged him to receive her as his wife, and di-
re&ed him to call the child, whom fhe fhould bear,
by the fignificant name of Jesus, denoting his office
as the SAVIOUR, and the deliverance from fin, which
he accomplifhes for his people. Thus Jofeph became
bis reputed father; for, agreeably to the divine man«

& Luke is 26e=56, 1 Mat, ic 3825,



19 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS.

date, ¢ he took unto him Mary his wife.” But the
conception was immaculate; as *¢ he knew her not,
till the had brought forth her firft-born Son.*

Here, then, we contemplate the Son of God,
¢ made of 2 woman, made under the law, to redeem
them that were under the law ®*.” This is < the
Seed of the woman,’’ who was appointed to ¢ bruife
the ferpent’s head +.”” This is “ the Seed of Abra-
ham,”” in whom, it is promifed, that ¢ all the fami-
lies of the earth thall be blefled 1. This is that il-
luftrious progeny of David, of whom it was declared,
that ¢ the throne of his kingdom fhall be eftablifhed
for ever |.”” Peculiar care is taken by the Evanzelifts,
to prove, that in this, as well as cvery other refpe&,
he fulfilled the ancient predictions. Accordingly, St.
Matthew records his genealogy from David and from
Abraham, by the fide of Jofeph his reputed father;
and St. Luke traces his origin not only from David,
but from Adam, in the line of Mary his real mo-
ther §.

A§c we fuitably affe€ted by the myfterious truth,
which we maintain, that Jefus, who was the Lord of
David, became his Son $? The conception of the



plith this event. The Roman emperor Auguftus,
became the inftrument-of performing the divine cour=
fels|. For, in confequence of a general enrolment
of all the inhabitants of Judea, which he had com-
manded, they were obliged to repair to the plice,
where the original inheritance of their families lay.
Joleph and Mary, then, in obedience to the ediét,
went to Bethlehem the city of David, as being his
defcendants, where their names were to be regifter-
ed: and, during their continuance in that town, for
fo it had been ordered by the appointment of Heaven,
the proper feafon of her delivery came.

* Nicene Creed. 4+ Luke i 46, 47.
1 Mic, v. 2. Mat. ii. 5. John vii.42.  [| Luke ii. 2, &co

But



24 fCRIPTURE CHARACTERS.

men.”” Thofe onlv will refufe to fing, who defyiie
an. rrrect the offer of reconciliation with Heaven.

vt etivéty taen, fhould thefe  good tidings
of srear juy” produce in vour minds? How did the
fhep -rds roceive them? They delayed not to enquire
afrer the i w-born Saviour; they went with haite to
Betilchem, wiere they found the report concerning
him to be true. The information, alfo, which had
affoni * «d them, they communicated to others; and
they “ave praife to the God of Iiracl, who had ma-
nifett o to them fuch peculiar mercy.—And fhall not
you, who hear fo frcquently of the coming of Jefus
Ch itt, d=firc to know him? Will you refufe to give
an immediate attertion to the meffaze of the Gofpei!
Wit is there of cqual importance? Will you nat
examine, at leaft, the intellizexce which is brought
you? The facts are fo well authenticated, that they
will bear the moft exact ferutiny.

If, like the {hcpherds, vcu are convinced of the
truth of the report, you will alfo diret the notice of
others to this wonderful event.  You wiil take up
your words and fay, ¢ \We have feen, and do teftify,
that the Futi.er hath fent the Son to be the Saviour

3
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dent affections of gratitude, love, and zeal, difpofe
you to recommend him to others, and conftrain you
to “ magnify the God of Ifrael.” -
‘In purfuing the hiftory of Jefus, we confider

III. His childhoed and education. We are loft
in aftonifhment, while we contemplate Him, who is
< the Lord from heaven,” in all the weaknefs of in-
fancy, requiring a mother’s watchful care, and car-
ried in a nurfe’s arms. He pafled through the various
fdages of human life, and experienced every infirmity,.
to which we are fubjedt, fin only excepted. '

As he was “ made of a woman,” that he might be
obedient to the law ¥, he fubmitted to all the Mofaic
rites, and accordingly was circumcifed on’ the éighth
day. At the appointed time, alfo, he was prefented
to the Lord by his parents in the temple at Jerufa-:
lem, and even redeemed, as the divine precept re-
quired +. He came « to fulfil all righteoufnefs;”
and has taught us, by his example, not to defpife or
negle&t the ordinances of God, though, as external
obfervances, they may feem unprofitable and vain.

We have remarked, that the blefled angels jained
in concert to celebrate his nativity: and now we fhall
perceive, that there were not wanting. chofen wit-
nefles among the inhabitants of the earth, whofe voice
fhould more publicly and more widely proclaim the
confecrated infant. When, therefore, he was pre-
fented to God according to thofe ancient prophecies,
¢ The defire of all nations fhall come, and I will fill
this houfe with glory;” and “ The Lord, whom ye
feek, fhall fuddenly come to his temple 1;” Simeon,
an aged faint, who ¢ waited for the confolation of
Ifrael,” through the immediate influence of the Spirit,
attended at the folemnity, and made known the event.
He embraced the holy infant in his arms, and cried

% Gal.iv. 4 1 Exod. xiii. 3. Num. viii. 16, 37. xviiic
’ } Huwg. ii. 2. Maliiii. 3.
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eut, with the moft devout and lively fentiments of
faith, love, and joy, “ Lcrd, now letteft thou thy
fervant Cepart ia peace, according to thy word; for
mize eves have feen thy falvation.” He foretold alfo
the different etfeds of his apgearance, obferving, that
it would excite general oppofition, and, though to
fome it wcuid be the means of a happy reftoration,
would bring upen many final and aggravated ruin,
Another perfon, l:kewife, a pious female, far advanced
in years, contirmed the teftimony. *¢ One Anna, a
prophetefs, ccmini in that inftant gave thanks unto
the Lord, and fpake of him to all them that looked
for redemption in Jerufalem.”

How much may we learn from this account ! Is it
not as receflary for us, as for the ancient Jews, to
look for redemption? And fhall we not feel and ex-
prefs the moit ardent gratitude and joy for the reve-
lation of the Mcfliah? Though we are not favoured
with a fight of his bodily prefence, yet, if by faith we
behold his glory, we alfo fhall fmile at the profpet
of death, and be fatisfied to clofe our eyes upon every
earthly obje. But 2las! is not Jefus, according to
the prediction, « a fign,” which is every where

¢ fpoken againft#”” To how many is he * a ftone of
ftumbling and rock of offence!””” Even to this day, -

by the preaching of his Gofpel, ¢ the thoughts of
many hearts are revealed;” for therein he a%'ords a
teft or trial of men’s chara&ers and difpofitions. The
humble penitent is comforted by the declarations of
his abundant grace; the fenfualift difcovers his own
vile affeQions, while he determines that he will not
follow Chrift ; and the Pharifee betrays his pride and
hypocrify, in refufing * to fubmit to the righteoufnefs
of God.”

A further honour was put upon the infant Saviour,
and his glory difplayed in diftant lands. A new and
wiraculous ftar was lighted up in the heavens; and

® may be allowed to confider it as an intimation,

: dax
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€hat ¢the ftar of Jacob” was then rifing upon this dark
world. Some pious fages in a remote eaftern coun-
try obferved it, and by revelation, as it is reafonable
to believe, underftood.-the fignal . Immediately
they took their journey, with great pains and expence
to themfelves, to enquire for, and to worthip this il-
luftrious Perfonage, who was born to reign over the
Jews. They were conduéted by the guidance of the
ftar, firft to Jerufalem, and then to the very houfe
at Bethlehem, where the young child was. There
they fell down before him with profound veneration,
and prefented him with various oblations of gold,
frankincenfe, and myrrh. When, by the divine di-
retion, they had returned to their own land, doubt-
lefs they publifhed the advent of the Saviour, accord-

_ing to the information they had received, and prea

pared the way for the reception of the Gofpel amongft
their countrymen. Thefe venerable fages, then, were
as the firft-fruits of the Gentiles, and a token of the
future enlargement of the church by the acceflion of
diftant nations, who fhould ¢« foon ftretch out their

-hands unto God +.”” Thus it had been predited,

¢ The forces of the Gentiles fhall come unto thee:
the multitude of camels fhall cover thee, the drome-
daries of Midian and Ephah: all they from Sheba
fhall come : they fhall bring gold and incenfe; and
they fhall'thew forth the praifes of the Lord 1.”

Are we not hereby reproved for our. negle& and
contempt of Chrift? His manifeftation in the flefh is
declared among us, if not by a ftar in the heavens,
yet by many credible witnefles; but how few enquire
after him? How few are willing to forego their eafe
and intereft; how few, who would not grudge the
pains and expence of thefe wife men, to attain the
knowledge of falvation? Why are we not, like them,
worfhipping at the feet of Jefus? Why do we not .

® Mat.iix, ke, 4 Phahaviiio g0 3 IfaIx. 5!

J
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offer to him, out of our treafures, fome mark of ow
gratitude and adoration? Why are not all our talents,
and all our faculties of body and foul, devoted to him;
for he is worthy to reccive them, and requires them
at our hands?

But, though fuch honours were done to Jefus in his
very infancy, a violent perfecution arofe againft him,
and his life was preierved only through the divine in-
terpofition. T'he cruel tyrant Herod, alarmed by the
account of theMagi, as if the newborn king for whom
they enquired were to poflefs temporal dominion,
came to the horrid refolution of deftroying him. At
firft he pretended veneration, and a defire to worfhip
him; with a view to accomplith his murderous de
figns. But the Lord God, who knew the hypociify
of his heart, defeated his intention, by preventing the
wife men from carrying him any intelligence. %Jn-
willing to relinquith his purpofe, and enraged by the
difappointment, with an unparalleled barbarity he
commanded all the young children throughout the
neighbourhood of Bethlehem to be put to death. Still
Jefus was (ecure, under an invincible defence; nor

a0l B RN | aab_ -1 _FfL°_ .t Ty
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vered marks of extraordinary abilities; being ¢ ftrong
*in fpirit, filled with wifdom,” apd endued with ¢ the
grace of God” in an eminent degree. We appre- -
hend, that his uncommon fervour, knowledge, and
piety, evenin his childhood, excited the admiration
of the neighbourhood where he dwelt, 'We have but
little information concerning that period, but the few
circumf{tances, which are recorded, muft not be pafled

+ Qver.

When he was twelve years old (and fo according
to the Jewith cuftom was confidered as fubject to the
Jaw}, he went up to the temple with his pious pa-
rents to celebrate the paffover; and upon that occa-
fion he thewed the moft zea'ous attachment to the
“houfe and fervice of God. His parents and relations

" were returning home, while, unknown to them, he
ftiil remained at Jerufalem. After a painful fearch,
- they found him on the third day amongft the public
teachers of religion, liftening to their inftructions,
and requefting their anfwers to his enquiries; and
by his profound underftanding in diviné things exci-
ting the aftonithment of all who were prefent. When
his mother had exprefled her wonder at his conduct,
as having occafioned them many anxious fears, he
replied, with azeal far beyond his years, ¢ Wift ve .
not, that [ muft be about my Father’s bufinefs?”
Yet he did not renounce his obedience to Jofeph and
Mary, or defpife them on account of his own fupe-
rior rank or abilitics; but, with all filial regard and
{fubmiffion to their authority, he went down to dwell
with them at Nazareth. There alflo he continued to
exhibit, with his increafing age and ftature, an in-
creafing meafure of wifdom and excellency of cha-
radter; for his human nature received gradual com-

munications from the fulnefs of the Godhead.

Here, then, we have an example, which may be
propofed to all; the example of a child, which m
reprove and fhame the -moft advanced in life.

Vou. 11I. D w
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affted in a proverbial manner, « Can any good thing
aome out of Nazareth ¥{”> There he pafled for the
fon of a carpenter, and probably laboured at the fame
low trade wich Jofeph his reputed father; for he him-

"felf was called ¢ the carpenter +.””

* Jofeph and Mary, tozether with fome others, could:
not but remember the fignal teftimonies, which had
been delivered concerning him; and, from a view of”
his whole fpirit and deportment, they muft have
formed great expeftations of him. Bat ftill he was.
not generally known or regarded: no public difplay
of his glory had been made,.and even many of his re—
Jutions were difpofed to revile him 1.

- What amazing condefcenfion is here.! He fubmit-
ted to this ftate of poverty, contempt, and labour,.
and appeared to be of 1ttle benefit to the world, til

‘he came to his thirtieth year, which was within three

or four years of his death. Shall any of us, then,
eomplain, that we-are placed in a low condition, and
appointed to a hard and fervile employment amongf¥
thofe who defpife and deride us; and therefore, that
our fphere of ufefulnefs is very contradted? While

- we behold Jefus in ¢ the form of a fervant,” let us

I

Be fatisfied with our lot; rather, let us be athamed
of harbouring a murmuring thought.

The example of our Lord is a leffon to thofe, who
are afpiring to a public ftation in the Church, and:
preparing for the work of the miniftry, not to puth
themfelves forward to that holy funtion, or conclude
that their whole life is loft, becaufle they are not called

~ forth to it fo foon as they might with. They may

be in danger of being hurried away by an impztuous
and intemperate zeal, though altuated, in the main,,
by the pureft motives both towards God and mas..
The advice to fuch perfons is, Wait till the proper
feafon; attend to, and faithfully difcharge, your pre-

* John i. 46, + Mark vi. 3. 1. John vii. 5. .
: D 3 fenk
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maintained on both fides, as to prove an unprofitable
and hurtful difputation, concerning the proper mode
and fubjects of Chriftian baptifm. But we addrefs you,
as having been, by this fulemnity, devoted to the fervice
of Chrift: and we call upon you to remember the ob-
ligations, which ithas laid you under. By this facra-
ment you are joined to the armies of the faithful, and
are bound * to fight manfully under the banner of
Chrift againft fin, the world, and the devil, and to
continue Chrift’s faithful foldier and fervant unto your
life’s end *.”” The vows of the Lord, then, are
upon you. And have you not perfidioufly violated
thefe engazement: 7 You fhould be reminded, that '
the external rite of baptifm, though ever fo fcripturally
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to reverence him as “the onlybegotten of the Father,”
and to rejoice in his mediation, as perfe&tly accord-
ing with the divine will. " The three perfons of the:
‘Godhead were here exhibited,.and their entire agree-
ment in the plan of falvation was publicly declared..
The Son appeared in human flefh; the Spirit refted
like a dove upon him; and the Father, though he-
aflumed not any bodily fhape, fpake with an audible:
voice, proclaiming his concurrence with the Redeem-
er, and approbation of his work of love.

If we alfo be folicitous to obtain for ourfelves a-
teftimony of the favour of Heaven, let us learn:
from our Lord to expe& it in anfwer to fervent
prayer. And we may be the more emboldened to-
prefent our fupplications in the name of Jefus, fince,.
as we have feen,. he is confecrated to and accepted
in his mediatorial office. The refidue of the Spirit
is with him: for ¢ he has received gifts for men.””’
We may rejoice and triumph, that the Father is well--
pleafed in him, as our Surety, and our Advocate,.
But are we likewife, as we ought to be, well-pleafed
with him? Are we not backward even to creditthis.
declarations, though confirmed by fuch.a fulnefs of
evidence, and-unwiliing to dcquiefce in his gracious:
purpofes, for our falvation? Why.do we not-fecl the-
moft ardent affe@ion towards him,.and-fay,.¢* This is-
my beloved, and this is my friend *#*”> Can we con-
fider the work of mercy, which he came to perform,.
the rich benefits; which he beftows, the excellency.
and perfection of his perfon and charaéter; and then:
fay, ¢ There is no-beauty, that we fhould defire
him +?” This contemptuous difregard and rejection
of him would betray an extreme bafenefs of difpofi-
tion, which.muft be utterly inexcufable.

We follow Jefus from the banks of Jordan into the-
wildernefs,.and there behold him fubgritting, for a

* Cant.vs 16.. + M. B 2. .
Ds feal
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mee s ilds oppredled, and drawn up the more to nidh
and he avcn!y things. Thefe ends could not be an-
fwered inour Lord; but we muft be ftranzely igne-

rant of ourfelves, not to ailow, that in thefe refpeds

we have abundant caufe for humiliation and ft::—
denial.—Yet why do we talk of fafting, fince mo}
men plt..vl for, and demand, the full gratlhc.;txcn
all their fenfual appetites? "I'he very mention of mo:-
tiwcation is laughed at, as the weaknefs of enthutiaia
wal the madnets of fuperfition; while pn,f..n:."ui
itcinperance, and riot, almoft every where p'e\‘l
aud triumph. - Few, therefore, can fincerely join wita
us in the collect (»f our ¢i u.dx, and fay, ¢« O Lor,
whin for our fake didit faft forty days and forty nizats,
wive us grace to ute fuch abftinence, that, cur feb
lvu iz fublucd to the Spirit, we may ever cbev thr
gty motlons in righteoufnefs and true holiaels, ©
thy horou: and giory! v

‘Our Lerd underwent a far more fevere trial in the
wilder mn, as a neccliary prcparnuon for his mediz-
toria) ofiice.  This will appear in confidering

I, His temptation. It may juftly fill us with

- ——
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temptation *.”" Tt occurred alfo, juft before he en-

' gered on his public work. The Devil direts his en-
venomed darts in an efpecial manner againft thofe,
who are going forth to fubvert and deftroy his king-
dom.. Yeteven thefe perfons ftand in need of temp-
tation, and will derive peculiar benefits from it.
They will improve,,by that painful difcipline, in hu-
mility and tendernefs of fpirit, and learn to adminifter
proper counfel and-encouragemeat to thofe,, who are
brought into fimilar circumftances of diftrefs.

We may alfo remark the place in-which.our Lord:
endured the conflit:. it was « the wildernefs.”- No

-fituatlon, indeed, will fecure us from- the affaults of
our malicious adverfary, In:vain fthould we fly to
deferts or to cells: we fhould be flill expofed. Even.
though we be employed in meditation and prayer, as.
Jefus was, we are liable to an attack. Nay, retire-
ment itfelf, in fome views, may give an additional.
force to temptation.. Perhaps the wildernefs was.
therefore chofen for this fingular engagement, in.
which the Fiend was allowed to exert his utmoft rage;
for the very horrors of the fceite faveured: his vile-
purpofe. ¢« Jefus was led up of the Spirit,” by the
peculiar impulfe of the Holy Ghoft, wijth which: he:
was then filled, “ to be tempted of the Devil.”
€onfident of his own fuperior ftrength, he dreaded"
not the: combat: nor have we any real caufe to fear,,
when called out to the fame warfare, if we depend on
his mighty arm. for protetion. and fupport. But let
us beware of prefumption. Remembering our own
weaknefs and the power of our enemy,. let us pray.
‘continually, ¢ Lead us not into temptation.”

What could be Satan’s expetation in making fo
extraordinary an attack? Perhaps from the conqueft
he had obtained over the firft Adam, he might derive
a hope, that the fecond Adam alfo would be baffled

® Ecclus, il 34
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and overcome. He determined, at leaft, to make the
defperate tiial.  His envious and malicious rage
would not {uffer him to fubmit, without attempting
an oppolition: and he refolved to vex,.if-he could not
deftroy, his antagonitt.  Such likewife is his condud
toward all thofe, who fight againft him under the ban-
ner of the crofs.  ‘Their ftate is fafe; and probably
he may know it; but for the prefent they fhall all fed
the eftelts of his malevolence.

We fhall remark the artfulnefs and fubtilty of this
fpiritual adverfary. It fhould feem, that he has fome
way of learning our inward tempers and difpofitions,
as well as external circumftances, fince he generaily
propofes that objeét or plan of aclion, which appears
moft defirable and convenient to us. How great,
then, is the neceffity of circumijection and prayer!—

T'hree temptations were oftered to our Lord ; exadly
A doiaad an Lla faiimalaiel maed dlaes AdTAl) o ool LD
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through a difbelief of the divine faithfulnefs and love.

Let us beware:of fuch-an attack, and learn what re

fiftance we fhould make. ) .

It would have been eafy for our Lord to accom-

. plith what Satan propofed; but he would not even
feem to diftruft the care of Providence; and he has
left us an example of a firm reliance upon God in the
fevereft difficulties. He replied, therefore, from the
{criptures, ¢ Man fhall not live by bread alone, hut
by every word that proceedeth: out of the mouth of
God *.” Thus he has taught: us, to be more -anxious.
to obtain the divine blefling, than a fupply of food,
which of itfelf carx adminifter no nutriment to.the
body. We fhould not dare to purfue any unlawful:
eourfe, or take-one ftep out of the road of duty, for:

. the providing: even of neceflary fupport.. Let us pre-
ferve our dependence upon.the God of heaven, who.
in a thoufand ways can.give us bread to.eat, .or even.
fuftain-us without. it..

2. Jefus was then tempted to-prefamption.. ¢ The-
Devil taketh him- up into the holy city” (in what
~way we do not enquire, nor is it neceflary to know),

¢ and fetteth him on a pinnacle of. the temple.” Here
again the addrefs was moft artful : he would now per-
fuade him, to prefume upon his relation to.God,. in
the belief of which he could not be fhaken, to make
an improper: difplay of it, and. to expe&t proteGion.:
without a fufficient warrant. ¢ If thou be the Son-
" of God,” faid he, % caft thyftlf down from hence;
for it is written, He fhall give his Angels charge con-
cerning thee to keep thee; and in their hands they
fhall bear thee up; left at any time thou dath thy foot
again{t a ftone +.”” Satan,. we obferve, can. appeal
to fcripture, to ferve his own purpofes. But here he
produced a falfe, becaufe a partial, -quotation. He
emitted. to mention from the original text, ¢ IN ALL

# Deut. i 3, 4 Phaloxdoan
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THY WAYS;” for this oppofed his defign; fince it
teaches us, that then. only we may depe nd on Gul
for our prefervation, when we are in our appointed
place.  No fecurity is promifed to thofe: who are out
of the way.

In this inftance likewife we behold the admirsbie
witdom of our Lord, wrefting the feripture out of the
haids of his ad. erfury, and confounding hijm with it.
He replied, ¢ It is written again, Thou thalt not
tempt the Lord thy God *.”” We ave ferbidden,
then, to preferibe unto God what evidence he fhall
afford us, or to prefume upon his care over us in that
line of wndu& which he has not authorized., Yet
to this very fin the followers of Chrift are generally

urced. lnuccd thLV are in d.xn rer trom the two op-
- Lo v L.m_



:ont&nptible. ’
t length the holy refentment of Jefus was rpufed;
while he let the tempter know that he under-
[ his real character, he rejected his propofal with
rrence: ¢ Get thee behind mez, Satan; for it is
en, Thou fhalt worthip the Lord thy God, and
only thou fhalt ferve *.”>  We learn, then, how
pel the attacks of our enemy. We muft poflefs
tmolt firmnefs of oppofition, and delpife every
of temporal advantage, which might induce us
:part from our God. We muft determine to
po reverence or obedience to any but Hin; and

% Deut, vi. 13

then
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then we fLall be proof agzain all the enticements ¢
the world.

T'he cenfli was end.d, and the victory obtained.
Satan departed, vet only ¢ for a feafon,” intending
on fome other occidion to renew the aflault: and im-
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11 the wonders he performed, and that fulnefs of evi-
lence, by which he proved his miffion and divinity, -
1e would have been univerfally defpifed and rejected,
1ad not an Almighty influence been exerted, by which
he hearts of fome were inclined to receive and follow
iim *. He might have commanded the fervices of
nore than twelve legions of Angels; and therefore
1is condefcenfion was the more remarkable, in feleGte
ng a few obfcure perfons for his intimate affociates
ind principal agents.

After his temptation, it fhould feem that he took
1p his abode for fonmie time, near to the place where
John was baptizing, probably with the view of at-
:ending upon his miniftry; for it is -evident that he
ippeared among his audience ‘one day after another,
Thus he became more publicly known, while John
ittefted the miracle, which had been wrought at his
saptifm, and repeatedly dire&ted the segard of his
aearers to him, decldring his high charalter and office,
as the propitiatory facrifice. for the fins of a guilty
world +.

"This eccurred before Jefus had begun to preach,
or had attached fo much as a fingle follower to him~
felf. But fuch a teftimony foon engaged two of
John’s difciples, Andrew -the brother of Peter, and
probably John the Evangelift (who frequently for-
bears to mention his own name) to fix their regard
on fo extraordinary a perfon.—In the fame manner,
many have been induced to feek the acquaintance of
the Saviour, through the report of others, efpecially
through the information of thofe who have truly be-
held his glory.  Ner do any feek in vain. He ob-
ferves the firlt motions of their hearts, when they fin-
cerely turn 1o him, and afferds them the moft gra-
cious encouragement. He will even prevent their
enquiries, by revealing himfelf to them; as he ¢

. % Newton’s Ecclef, Review, P 60, .. % Jobmivad






upbraiding him with his ignorant and rath conclufions,
‘he exprefled the warmeft approbation of his integrity,
and propofed him to the notice of others, “ Behold
an Ifraelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” Such a
.declaration from one, whom he had confidered as an
-entire ftranger, could not but aftonith Nathanael:
and, being referred to a particular place of r.tirement,
where probably he had been engaged in devout me-
ditation and prayer, and where Jefus aflured him
that his eye was upon him, an irrefiftible conviction
broke in upon his mind. At once he faw his whole
heart expofcd to view, he felt his doubts and fcruples
to be removed, and he acknowledged the prefence
and the glory of the divine Saviour: ¢« Rabbi,” faid
he, ¢ thou art’the Son of God; Thou art the King
of Ifrael.”” This honeft and bold profeflion of his
&uith obuined a gracious acceptance, Jefus replied,

“Thou
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1= & oovreprefinting the meft temperate eonvivid
;¢ as alttogetner profene, 2:d on this ground
i to mx with them, Our Jord's example
e sorey ot indeed that we may at any time gie
TV doneel, erindulge alight and CifEpated
s st it mav be right and expedient on cer-
ooeddicns tou'e a areater freedom of converdation
izterceurfe with our friends, than our genera
*~ or wihes may allow.

I re wa~ cne circumftancey, which added a pecu-
lizr inflre to this marriage, as it proved the mears
of difplaving the mirzculous power, and confirming
the charidter, of Jetus, Probably, there was no afflu-
ence in the famity, and; on account of this extraor-
dinary oueft, there might be a larger company, tha
FEad been expeéted ; fo that there was not a fufficiency
of wine. T'he mother of Jefus reprefented to him
the defe@, hoping, and perhaps intimating, that he
might fupply it by his own divine agency. ~ She met
with a rebuke, indecd, for feeming to dire@ him in
any fupcrnatural operation, fince, where the (G odhead
was to be excrted, he owed her no obedicnce, and
could not be fubjeited to her control *.  Yet, while
. Al Al 1 P ) d ~ L) . -
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prevent their recourfe to him; but no fooner do they
difcover a real defire to become his difciples, than he
meets them with expreflions of his kindnefs, admits
them to a familiar intercourfe with himfelf, and ¢ fills
them with joy and peace in believing.”

Let us, then, make the application to ourfelves,
and afk, ‘Are we ¢ the called of Jefus Chrift?”’ It is
of little confequence, comparatively, by what parti-
cular means we have been affe&ted; but are we in-
deed brought to the knowledge and love of his name?
Do we poflefs that warmth of affeGtion, that ardent
zeal for him, which thefe young converts thewed?
Do we, like them, bear witnefs, * We have found
the Meffiah ?”> And are we idifpofed to  follow the
Lamb, whitherfoever he goeth?” :

Soon after our-Lord’s arrival in Galilee, he and
the few difciples, whom he had now attached to him-
felf, were invited to a marriage; probably the marriage
of a relation, fince his mother and fome other of his
kindred were there*. He was not inattentive to the
calls of focial life, nor wanting in any offices of re-
fpect and kindnefs to thofe, with whom he was nearly
cornected. He condefcended, therefore, to be pre-
fent upon that occafion, and to partake of the enter- .
tainment. Our church has inferred from this circum-
ftance, that ¢ he adorned and beautified the holy eftate
of matrimony.”” Doubtlefs, he teftified his approba-
tion of it: nor do his profefled followers prove an
real fan&ity in themlielves, or promote his caufe
among men, by defpifing that inftitution, which is
declared to be ¢ honoura%’le in all $.”” The religion
of Jefus does not require that morofenefs and entire
feparation from fociety, into which fome weak, but
pious, perfons have been led, through the fear .of
cenforming to the world, They have made Chrif=
tianity appear with a very gloomy and forbidding af-

;'k john T IVl &co ) 1' Heb. xiiis 4
Vou 11, E |
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¢ondudty but only betray their o'vn ¢~formity upona
comparifon of wnhemf lves with his perfect excei'aree,

’l'.u m'n".p'c.f...t.xti on feems to hinve anif:n trom
that addrefs to Jhe buideroem; “ Lvery n.an at the
bezinning doth fet forti L(J_:d wme, ard when men
have well drunk, then rhat which is werfe; but thee
ha: Geptthe goc 4 wine unil wow.” This, however,
defcribes merely what was ufu.ﬂ at entertan-mems,
and has not any neceflury refercuce to that P.lrtl(l.lml’
cccafion; or, wlmitting thar it had, it would not
prove, that any - ‘f the compzany then affemblea ware

in a Luate f intoxication  The word itfclf, rendered
WLLL mu'\';;, does not always mean cxccfc; as it
is «pplied Ly the bett authors to cafes, wherein tem-
IALI'A.ICL was cbivrved.

“I'his miracle, Lke ali the reft, which Jefus wrought,
wzs defigned to promote the moft benevolent ‘and
ufeful purpofes.  ‘That large increafe of wine wasa
rccompence to the mafter nf the houie for his kind-
nefs and hofpitality, and might be confidered asa
token, that they, who receive Jefus and his difciples,
ﬂml. not lofe mur rc“ard lt was cv mently calcu-

. ey ]
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rich wine to a refined tafte. -In general too, he re-
ferves « the good wine” till the laft: he communi-

- cates much happinefs to his people from the firft, but
the end will be moft glorious indeed:. With refpe&,
therefore, both to his providence and his grace, we
rejoice in his all-fufficient care and power..

Soon afterwards he went up-to Jerufalem to cele~
brate the paffover, a feftival of peculiar importance
among the Jews, at which the attendance of all their
males was required. This particular obfervance does:
not obtain with us; but are not we under indifpen-
fable obligations to wait upon God in the public
means which he hath appointed? Let us learn fromy
Jefus, then, to pay an exaét and punétual regard to
all the facred ordinances.

Immediately upon his arrival at Jerufalem, he re-

" paired to the temple, where a remarkable tranfactioa:
.occurred. Among other profanations of that holy
.place, the outward court was grofsly violated, pro-
. bably through the covetoufuefs of the priefts; for an
- open market was held im it, to the difturbance of de-
.vout worfhippers. The fervice of God might be
urged in excufe for it, as the people were hére ac-
ecommodated with their refpeltive offerings. But
Jefus felt a pious indignation at the thameful abufe,
. and fet himfelf to reform it. ¢ When he had made
;& fcourge of fmall cords, he drove out of the temple’”
the profane traders,  and the fheep, 3and.the oXen3;
and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew
the tables ; and faid unto them that fold doves, Take
thefe things hence; make not my Father’s houfe an
houfe of merchandife.”” Such an interference of a
perfon, who poflefled no buman authority, was fin~
gular indeed! It amounted to no lefs than a full de-
claration of his prophetical charater, and of his pecu-
liar relation to God. In this view it will appear pro--
per and confiftent, like many of thofe fignificant ac-
tions of the old prophets, byEwhich as the meffeng’

3
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of Heaven they inftruéted and admonifhed the peo-
ple *,

* So uncommon an exertion ceuld not but excite .
the public nctice. His difciples beheld it with fur-

prife, but they faw in it the completion of an ancient {

fcripture, which they confidered as defcriptive of that
very {pirit, by which he was then aftuated: % The
zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up $.”> For, re-
gardlefs of his own fafety, he was concerned only for
the glory of God in the due adminiftratior of his fer-

vice. Muft we not perceive and admire the power, .

as well as the zeal, of our L.ord in this extraordinary
occurrence! Yor whence was it, that thofe, who
were occupied in the merchandife, fubmitted without
oppofition to one, of fo low a rank and eftimation in
life? They muft, doubtlefs, have felt not merely a
confcioufnefs of guilt, but a fecret and awful dread
of ‘their reprover: and this effte& we cannot but af-
cribe to a fupernatural impreflion upon their minds.
By the very fame influence, the perfons, who after-

i

:
\
¢

wards came to apprehend him, notwithftanding their -

malice and their fiercenefs, were ftruck to the ground
before him.

Some however among the Jews called kim to ac-
count for this proceeding, and demanded a proof of
his divine commiffion. The very action, which he
had performed, was a ftrong evidence ; but probably
.they withed to find fault, rather than know the truth.

(cad therefore of giving them any direct anfwer, he

ied, as he ufually did to cavillers, in a parabolical

aner. ‘¢ Deftroy this temple,” faid he, % and in
ee days I will raife it up.””  T'his they underftood
ot; but afterwards, in a perverted fenfe, they made
¢ the ground af a charge againft him 1. It was
meant a* ecy of his own refurrection, which

: xix. xxvii. Ezek. iv. xii. Zech. xia

1 Mark xiv. 58.

’ AN
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#s « an infallible proof” of his divine chara&ter; and .
"in that view it was recolle&ted by his difciples, to the
increafe and confirmation of their faith. Thus it fre-
quently happens, that the very fame fcriptures, and
she very fame dotrines, which are an offence and a
ftumbling block to fomey are to others the fource of
joy and confolation. Let us look well, in all our re-
fearches, to the difpofitions of our hearts.

While wE profefs to be (atisfied, that Jefus fhould
purge the temple at Jerufalem from profane attend-
ants, let us afk, Are we fuch worfhippers, as he will
approve? Is there no violation of the houfe of God
among ourfelves 3 no irreverence, which requires re-
formation? Is that holy place never turned into “a
houfe of merchandife?” Are our minds ncver em-
‘ployed there, in fettling temporal accounts, and ip
‘various [chemes of trade, as if we were in the midit
‘of a market? What, then, would Jefus fay, if he werg
‘to dppear amongft us? And let us remember, that
¢ all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of
tiim, with whom we have to do *.”” We thould
endeavour, therefore, to leave the cares of the world

- at adiftance, “ that we may attend upon the Lord
without diftraltion +.”> « Take thefe things hence,””
for they are moft unfuitable to his facred courts.

Jefus, we have feen, publicly aflerted his high cha-
rafter at Jerufalem, and he had many adverfaries:
but did he gain no converts? He fpake with an effi-
cdcy, which filenced at leaft, if it did not convince,
his oppofers: but did any truly receive him? Many
were fo ftruck with his “miracles, (though thefe are
not recorded) that they acknowledged him to be the
Mefliah, and profefled to Believe in his name. But
they were fuch, as our Lord pérceived were not to
be depended-on.  There was fomething unfound, or
fhamefully defeftive. in them. Either : they were

* Heb. iv. 13, © 4 1'Core Vils 350
. E 4 ‘
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fulfe-hearted, with declarations of faith, love, and zea),
waiting only for an opportunity to betray him to bis
enemies ; or elfe, if fincere, they poffeffed not a proper
firmnefs and courage, and dared not to ftand forth in
defence of his caufe.  Even a friend, who is afraid o
afhamed to efpoufe your interefts, is not entitled to
your confidence. You will nat think yourfelves fafe
in his hands; and therefore, from a proper regard to
your own welfare and fecurity, you will be backward
to truft him. Such prudence is indifpenfably necef-
fary, in religious as well as in temporal concerns.
A little experience will teach you not implicitly to
rely on every profeflor.  You ought not, indeed, to
fufgc& hypocrify in all, becaufe you may have found
it in fome; for a jealous temper is inconfiftent with
Chriftian love. But a cautious referve and circum-
fpeltion towards many of thofe, who difcover an at-
tachment to the gofpel, are highly expedient to pro-
tet yon from various fnares. '{'his you will learn
from Jefus, when ¢ he did not commit himfelf unto

them,” who are faid to have * believed in his
name.” '
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There is no- creature ¢ that is not manifeft in his
fight.”” . If there be a Judas, a mere pretender to
fanclity, ““a ravening wolf coming in theep’s clothing,’”
let him tremble at the thought, that the eye of Jefus-
penetrates through all his difguifes. Or, if you want
courage publicly to avow your real fentiments of re-
gard for the éofpel, for that you might eafily be-
tempted to betray it;-is not thits a meannefs and in--
confiftency, of which you ought to be athamed before
him? - .

‘The general cafe is; many among ourfelves are-
called Chriftians, and fay that they believe the fcrip--
tures, becaufe by the favour of Providence they were:
born and educated in a Chriftian land, and they are
content to take up with the religion of their fathers-
and their country, Is not this. the fole reafon, why
fome are not Pagans or Mahometans? But is this the
faith, which Jefus will approve? No: he will not be
impofed upon by an empty form of words, with
which the heart does not accord. We pray, there-
fore, not only that we may ¢ have a name to hve,”” but
poflefs ¢ the faith of the operation of God,” whereby, .
being vitally united to Chrift, and abiding in him, we *
fhall produce the fruits of righteoufnefs, to the glory-
and praife of God. Amen. -

- 1Y
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JESUS CHRIST.

SECT. §.

Fefus, confulted by Nicodemus, declared to him t
‘ture and neceffity Z[ regeneration—the operat
the Holy Spirit—the appointed methed of deliv
from condemnation—and the different flates an

raéters of thofe to whom the gofpel is fent.

W have not yet feen any promifing appea
of fuccefs, upon the firlt opening of our Eord
niftry at Jerufalem. His ftrenuous exertions in
ing the temple could not but excite a comn
through the ci:iy; and, though his claims we
generally regarded, many were at leaft convin
his divine miffion by the miracles which he wr
V  fewof ' r ftation gave any ferious att
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fore to conceal it from public notice, and preférve
his reputation, He went in thé dark. But even al-
lowing, that he was under a very improper influence’
of the fear of man, he was not thereby prevented
from applying to this divine Inftrutor for informa-
tion ia the truth. Our Lord, who never rejeted or
difcouraged any fincere enquirer, overlooking or not
upbraiding him for his weaknefs, received him kind-
by, and without referve declared to him the moft im-
portant myfteries of the kingdom of heaven. He
conftantly fpoke with a regard to the circumftances
and difpofitions of his audience, and opened the Gof-
pel, more or lefs as they could bear iz. Here was
no fcornful, captious difputant, but an humble,
teachable fcholar, feeking direGtion in the way of
righteoufnefs. Here, therefore, we fhall find, within
a %ew verfes, 2 more clear and explicit reprefentation
of the great {yftem of Chriftianity, than in any other
paffage, of equal compafs, throughout the four Evan-
gelifts. It is recorded for our benefiz, and every par-
ticle of it concerns each of us as much as it did Ni<
codemus himfelf. May we, like him, be willing to
fit at the feet of Jefus, and hear his words,  which
arc able to make us wife unto falvation!” '
How gracious and condefcending was our Re-
deemer, in giving his time and his company fot theé
inftru®ion of an individual ! "The falvation of one fout
is inconceivably more important than all' the mo-
mentous affairs of mightieft empires, which employ
the councils and the armies of princes. The mini-
fter of Chrift, therefore, who like his Mafter is at-
tending to the {piritual welfare even of a fingle per-
fon, has a more honourable poft, and a better obje&t
in view, than the ftatefman or the hero, on whoin the
eyes of thoufands are fixed. _ :
-" The main fubje&ts of the conference with Nico-
demus may be reduced to four:
E6 1. Tb-
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I. The nature and neceffity of regeneration. This !
being the firft thing which our Lord infifted on, we |
conclude that the dodtrine lizs at the very foundation
of Chriftiunity. ¢ We know,” faid Nicodemus,
¢¢ that thcu art a teacher come from GGod; for no
man can do thefe miracles that thou doeft, except
C:ud be with kim.”” Such an addrefs, acknowledging
that Jelus was a prophet divinely commiflioned, im-
plied a defire of receiving inftru&ion from him.
Without any preface or apology, the Saviour began
to explain the religion which he came to fet up, and
with peculiar folemnity declared an entire renovation
of mind to be univerfally and indifpenfably requifite:

"¢ Verily, verily I fay unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God.”
As if he had faid, ¢ Doft thou believe, I am come
from GGod? Then 1, the faithful witnefs, affert this




JESUS CHRIST.' 8s

We are aware, that much pains are taken, not to
deny our Lord’s affertion, for that is exprefs, but by
fubtilty and refinement to explain away its meaning,
¢ To be born again,” it is faid, is oniy a firong
eaftern metaphor, which implies a renunciation of
former errors, whether Jewith or Pagan, and a pro-
feflion of Chriftianity. Let us try this interpretation
by other paffages. ¢ Whatfoever is born of God
overcometh the world ¥.” And can fuch a conqueft
be afcribed to every one, who is called a Crriftian?
‘We have continual and lamentable proof to the con-
trary. Equally abfurd is the notion, that bapfifm
conftitutes regeneration. ‘This, indeed, is the out-
ward fymbol of it; the water, which is applied to the
body, fitly reprefenting the operation of the Spirit in
cleanfing and purifying the foul. But ¢ whofoever
is born of God finneth not +.” And is this to be
affirmed of every baptized perfon? Alas! how dif-
ferent is the cafe!

It is faid, then, that “ to be born again® is to re-
form the life, and pay an exact regard to the duties
oof morality. This, we grant, is highly expedient and
neceflary, and is an effet which will flow from re-

eneration, but it may be produced without it, For
do not many % make the outfide clean, whofe inward
part is full of wickednefs{?”> But the change, of
which we fpeak, originates within, and is properly a
renovation of the heart, in which corrupt and carnal
affeGtions are fubdued, and holy and fpiritual defires
and tempers are implanted. . It is, therefore, ¢ a new
creation,” fo that the man is, as it were, made over
again, not as to his body, which fuffers no altera-
tion, but.as to the difpofitions of the mind: the de-
" pravity.of his nature is reltified. The language is
metaphorical, we allow; and who ever denied it?
But fome meaning was intended to be conveyed in

! 1]&]'04- "‘ ve 28 1 Luke xis 39¢ e
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Why fhould I 'be difturbed about the matter, firce
my condu& is regular, my dealings fair, and my tema
pers amiable? You forget furely, that we all fpring
from the fame corrupt original. The neceffity of
regeneration arifes not from the peculiar circum-
ftances, in which fome men may be ‘glaced, or the de«
gree of guilt they may have contracted, but from the
degeneracy of our nature; ‘which we all equally pars
take of, though. different perfons may difcover it in:
different ways. Whether or no you can explain the!
mode, in which the effe@ls of the fall are tranfmitted-
to-us, whether or no it may accord with: ¢ philofophy
and vain deceit,” it is implied in our Lord’s .decla-
ration, that, upon our firft entrance into the world,
we bring with us a carnal principle, which is oppo-
- fite to God; and furely the univerfal condition of the/
human race is enoughto prove, that there is not one,
who does not feel a:ftrong propenfity to evil. Thig
being granted, it follows at onge, ¢ We muft be born
again.” :

gWithout fuch a renewal of the mind, we fhall re~
main in a ftate of alienation from (God; and therefore
we can have no part in the Meffiah’s kingdom of
grace. For, that being a kingdom of righteoufnefs,-
“thofe only, who are-changed into the divine likenefs,
can rclifﬁ- its: holy and fpiritual precepts. Neither
can we enter into the kingdom of glory, fo long ag
we continue under the influence of ¢ the fleth,”
which is ¢ enmity againft God.”” We are thereby
unfitted for maintaining any communion with God =
he cannot admit us into his prefence with fuch a dif-
pofition; nor can heaven itfelf afford us any enjoy-
ment of happinefs. )

Of how great importance is it, then, to enquirey
Am I born again? Are my tempers-and affe@ions
fan&ified? Let us not be fatisfied with an'external
decency of behaviour, and an honourable condu™
among men, which, though highly beneficial to

™
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afcended up to heaven, but he that came down from
heaven, even the Son of man, which is in heaven.””
He declared himfelf, then, to be in heaven, at the
very moment he was converfing with Nicodemus
upon earth. And if we admit this account;. why not
admit, what is not more unintellizible, the influence
of the Spirit in regenerating and fanifying the foul
Jefus, having afferted his own authority as a di-
vine and infallible witnefs of the things of God, pro-
ceeded to inform the Jewifh ruler of the important
-benefits refulting from his miffion: and hence we

* learn
III. The delwerance of finners from condemna-
tion through his gracious interpofition. This doc-
trine fhould be confidered in conneftion with that
already eftablithed ; for it is a part of the fame glo-
rious plan; and the one is as interefting to us as the
other. The foundation of both is laid in man’s fallen
¢ondition” for, if that could b dilproved, the whole
Afyftem would be fhaken, and fall to the ground toge-
ther. We are aware, that it is an offenfive truth,
-but we are compelled by the ftrongeft convition to
maintain, that ¢ we were by nature the children of
wrath *3;” and it is clearly implied in our Lord’s ad-
drefs to Nicodemmus. For, while he opened the grand
fcheme of divine mercy, he evidently argued upon
the fuppofition, that we are in a ftate of ruin, ob-
-noxious to juftice. Thus, when he aflerted, * that
whofoever believeth in him, fhould not perifh, but
have eternal life;’* did he not plainly intimate, that
all, confidered only in themfelves, without the remedy
propofzd, are liable to perith for ever? From the very
grace, offered through the Saviour, we infer, that
the, whole human fpecies, without excepting a fingle
mftance, ftand in need of redemption, and that there
is fuch depravity in their nature,”as without reftraint

- % Eph, i 3
would
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wealdinfallibly v " inem to final deftru@ion. «Gol
feut not his Sor to the world to condemn the .
roilly but thas world through him might be -
Cive-.” Now, w. . vould have been the peculix
mescn. of torbearing to execute the fentence of wrath,
i€ we . ad not ddferved it? or, of preventing the mi-
fery, iato which we are not Lkely to fall? Let w
enter de q) mto this important truth, without which
the i {pel will be no more to us than an entertaia- }
ii v *ory, which may furnifh amufement, but will not |
e or l.nl\..uon. Are we aftected, as we ougit |
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By:an a& of indemnity, but in confideration -of an
adequate fatisfation. The righteous character of
‘God is preferved and difplayed,  while his juftice de- .
"mands a facrifice, and the g'aviour undertakes to ane
fwer that demand. ¢ Without fhedding. of blood is
no remiffion *;” but “ it is not poffible, that the
blood of bulls and goats fhould take away fins 4 ;’”
and therefore Jefus appeared for the very purpofe of -
fubmitting to the death of the crofs, that he might
thereby ¢¢ obtain eternal redemption for us.”” Thus
he declared to Nicodemus, with a reference to the
peculiar nature of his fufferings, “ As Mofes lifted
up the ferpent in the wildernefs, even fo muft the
Son of man be lifted up.”” His death, then, was not,
as fome vainly talk, an accidental matter; for he him-
felf predicted it, and fpake of it as the appointed
means of procuring our pardon and falvation. It was
the end of his incarnation, and the objet which he
kept in view, during the whole of his abode on
<arth.
We rejoice, that he hath made a full atonement by
his blood, and .therefore we can encourage every
trembling penitent to * look unto him and be faved ;”’
becaufe he is ¢ the Lamb of God, which taketh awa
the fin of the world{.” If the Lord God fhould deal
* with you according to the ftri&nefs of 'his righteous

law, your condemnation would be juft and unavoid-
" able. But the Gofpel proclaims mercy to all, with-

out exception, who feel and deplore their own wretch-

ednefs. Refufe not the gracious tender, for ¢ who-
_ foever believeth—fhall not perifh, but have everlaft-
- ing life.” To fuppofe, that your application to Je-
" fus will not fucceed, is to caft a foul reproach upon
_ him, as if he meant not what he faid, or could not
" anake good his own aflurances. Give an unreferved
,.credit to his word, and plead his name in a confi-

# Hebixoaze %4 3 Maxlveaz. Jobnl. 3ge
&
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dent expectation of obtaining reconciliation with your
God,

L.ct us not trifle in a bufinefs of unfpeakable im-
Tortance, but remember that life and death are fet
before us. Let us thercfore impartially examine our-
fclves, while we confider

IV. The different ftates and charadters of thofe
who reccive, and of thofec who rejeét, the Saviour.
Our Lord infifted on this fubject in very folemn
terms, at the clofe of the couference, probably that
he might leave an awful impreflion upon the mindof
Nicodemus. and that from him the other membersof
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How different the cafe of unbelievers! Poffibly,
they may aflume certain fpecious appearances of vir-
tue, and pretend a high regard to morality; yet, -not
being imprefled with any deep convicion of fin, they
have no true value for the Saviour, and refufe him
the fubmiffion which he requires. On that ground,
they are liable to perifh eternally. Since faith in the
Son of God is the only appointed means of deliver-
ance from condemnation, all, who are deftitute of
this principle, whatever elfe they may plead, remain
under the fentence of death. {nde’ed, without any .
confideration of their contempt and rejeétion of the
Gofpel, as tranfgreffors of the divine {aw they have
incurred the threatened penalty: and who fhall ac-
quit them? Jefus Chrift ¢ was manifefted to take
away our fins;”’ but they can receive no benefit from
that grace, which they defpife. Nay, this very cir-
cumftance aggravates their guilt, and not only en~
fures their punifhment, but will increafe their mifery
for ever. ¢ He that believeth not is condemned al-
ready, becaufe he hath not believed in the name of
the only-begotten Scn of God.”” Unbelief, there-
fore, is an offence peculiarly heinous and more de-
ftrutive than any other, as it effetually bars the door
of mercy. ;

Various obje&ions are urged againft this reprefén-
tation. . It is faid, that, while faith is infifted on, as
the only point of diftin&tion, the grand criterion by.
which the ftates of men will be finally determined; we
derogate from the holinefs and juftice of God, as if
he paid no regard to their moral chara@ers. We re-
ply, that none poflefs any moral excellence in them-
elves, previous to their acceptance with God on
‘he terms of the Gofpel. But the grace of God pro-
luces a difference; and fuch a difference, as proves
hat he alts agreeably to his own perfeéions, both
vhen he faves, and when he condemns, This is the
<fcription here given by ouy Lord himfelf.

- Sinners
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while many of the learned Doctors and devout Pha.
tifces at ferufalem perithed in unbelief.© We adore
the myllenuus ditpenfation, and acknowledge it to
be wife and holy. “ Even fo, Father, for fo it
feemed good in thy fight *.2 Our Lord himfelf de-
clured to mauy, who were highly efteemed amongt
men, * Tre publicans and thc harlots ge into the
ringdum of God before you +.””  Let us beware,
thei. how we defpife any, of the loweft chnm&cx.
' bw. are laft, which fhall be fitst £.°2  \Without
4z on others, let us give diligence for our-
¢, & to make our cailing and election fure §.”
“NorLtthe great duties of Chriftianity be forgetten
nr Lsdsded, in an angry contention for fome of- its
ontward =bicrvances. We arc called to - worfhip
¢loq wn ‘pirit and in truth.”  Let us unite, then, in
tis one grand concern, and lay afide our_ difputes
arout infuifor matters even in religion.  If others
wiil maintain warm and-furions debates concerning
91.;res or modes of worfhip, let us “ exercife our-
wives wnro godiinels.”  For, however attentive we
mav be te forms and cercmonics, o long as we do

—~—
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only on the grand obje& of his life, the faving of
immortal fouls, difcovered no inclination to eat, but
fpake of receiving a better entertainment, than what
they were acquainted with, His meaning was mif-
apprehended, as if he referred to nothing more than
commen food ;. for even: the difciples were flow in
their conception of fpiritual things.. To corret their
miftake, he then declared more explicitly, “ My meat
is to do the will of him that fent me, and to finith his-
work.” Forefeeing that he fhould have a multitude
of ‘converts among the Samaritans, he rejoiced, and:
called on them'allg to exulf in. the profpe&, encou=-
raging them to labour in. the work of the miniftry,.
from the expectation. of an. abundant and a glorious
harveft, which. would iffue in. eternal life..

If we, like Jefus, are intent on the duties of our
celpeltive offices, we may be difpofed, perhaps, on:
certain ocdufions, to neglect ourfelves.. It is not, in-
deed, incumbent on.us to.refufe our food, but the.
caufe of God ought to be much. dearer to us than
our own necefliry refrethment. Whatever be our
vocation, an employment is affigned us by. the provi-
dence of God, to which,.therefore, we fthould attend,,
not with indifference; as if it were a fccondary mat-
ser, but with the fame eagernefs and delight, which.
we feel in gratifying our fenfes,, or mi_niﬁain§ to
the fupport of our bodies. But do- not many live,
merely that they may-eat and’ drink; ‘ whofe God
is their belly?”” How féw enquire, what is the will
of God; what is the proper work, which he would
have them to finith? Though we may know our duty,
do we not betray an averfion to it, or wearinefs in it?
Not fo the fenfualift, when furnifhed.with.the object.
fuited to his appetite..

Much of our Lord”s addrefs to his dilciples is par-
ticularly applicable to minifters,. who are ¢ labourers.
in God’s hufbandry,” appointed of him to fow, and
reap, and gather in the harveft.. Though. their moft-

Eg- - fizenuoud
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ftrenuous exertions cannot enfure fuccefs, fill they
muaft be dili zeat and unwearied in cultivating the field,
committed to them, ever looking unto him, ¢ who
giveih the increafe.”  Nay, fhould no prefent fruit
appeur, it ought not to be concluded, that all ther
p.ins are ineffectual.  Others may ‘¢ enter into their
labours,” and difcover the benefit in fucceeding ge-
nerations. T'he final harveft approaches, when they
thall receive their refpeltive wages, according to their
fidzlity, and they will exult, not onlyin their own fal-
vation, but in feeing thofe, who, through their mini.
firy, were refcued from fin and mifery, and condu@ed
to cternal glory.  Then, what anthems of praife,
what grateful acclamations will be heard from every
mouth, while ¢ Le that foweth, and he that reapeth,
thsll rejoice together!”

I'hey, who are anxious to fave immortal fouls,
will be glad to obferve the eagernefs of the people,
like that of the Samaritans, in their flocking after
Chrift; and, when muldtudes are crowding to the
houfe of GGod, they cannot help faying, Surely, this
is like the white appearance of the fields, before
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ner; efpecially as-that of many others may refult from
it! You, who aré acquainted with Jefus, will re-
commend him to the notice and efteem of every one,
with whom you are connefted. You will perfuade
them to go with you to thofe ordinances, where he
has difcovered himfelf to you, and be ready to fay,
¢« Come, and fee,”” Perhaps, they may be influenced
from your report, to hear and examine, and may
¢ obtain like precious faith with you.”

Multitudes of the Samaritans, having credited the
teftimony of the woman, came forth from the city;
and anxioufly defirous to be confirmed in their de-
pendence on the Saviour, by a perfonal intercourfe
with him, they folicited his continuance among them.
Never did he refufe to gratify the withes of tuch, as
truly fought him, or to improve an opportunity of
ufcfulnefs. He therefore yielded to their requeft, and
abode two days, preaching among them with accept-
ance and fuccefs. So effetual was his weord, that,
though he appears not to have wrought any miracles.
there in atteffation of his do&trine, many were con-
vinced of his high charalter, and profefled a fincere
fubjection to him.

We enquire, then, whether you have difcovered
the fame eagernefs, which the Samaritans did, to cul-
tivate an acquaintance with Jefus. By the miniftry
of his fervants in the Gofpel, he himfclf draws near
to you: but have you entreatad his prefence and con-
tinuance among you? We read of thofe, who be-
fought him to depart out of their coafts: and fome-
thing of a fimilar fpirit is manifefted among our-
felves. But if you cordially defire him, he will not
merely vifit you in a tranfient manner; he will make
his abode with you.. Many have borne witnefs con-
' eerning hiin, and, like the woman, invited you te
- come and fee for yourfelves. Have you credie
" sheir report? Or on what teftimony is your fa
built? Does it reft entirely on the accounts of oth

Fé - with
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While the charalter of Jefus is exhibited, and in.
dubitable proofs arc brought, of his ability and rea.
dinefs ¢« to fave unto the uttermott,’” is there one
among us, who does not need, or defire, his afift-
ance? Oh, the fatal blindnefs, and wretched ftupidity
of men! They ncglet and delpife the Saviour, to
their own everlafting deftruétion. But you, whom
afHiction weighs down, or convitions of guilt ter-
rify, bchold the merciful Redeemer, and fay, ¢ Lord
Jelus, to whom elfe can we apply? Thou only canft
rclieve us.”  He is ftill the fame; and, thoughata
d:ftance, he can inftantly remove your complaints.
His bodily prefence is not neceflary: He can fpeak
the word, and your health fhall be reftored, your
peace of mind cftablithed. Only believe his own
gracious declarations: Go yonr way, expe&ing what
he hath promifed, and, according to your faith, fo
thall it be done unto you.
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Fefus returned to Galilee~—preached at Nazareth—mi-
raculoufly efcaped—dwelt at Capernaum—wrought .
various miracles—rofe early—took a circuit round
Galilee—called four difiples, after @ miraculons-
draught of fifbes.

AN inhabitant like this, the world never faw either
before or fince. Every view of him, during his abode
on earth, not only furnifhes inftru&ion, but excites
amazement. Each part of his life is a prodf of his
own affertion, and a ftriking comment on’what he
faid, “ My meat is to do the will of Hini that fent
me, and to finith his work_*.” While we obferve
his a&tivity, may we feel the force of his example, as
an incentive to diligence! And as we perceive with
what ftrength of evidence his Righ chara&er and di-
vine miffion were difplayed, may our faith and hope
in him abound more and more!

Wherever he travelled, he appeared as no com-
mon perfon: both the do&rines he delivered, and the:
miracles he wrought, proved inconteftably, that he
was more than an ordinary prophet, and no lefs than
the Sa,viour of the weorld, * God dver all, bleffed fos
ever.’ '

* Joba iv. 340,
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« He returned in the power of the Spirit into Gas
lilee *:” being anointed to his office by the Hol
Ghoft, by the fame unction he was dirc€ted,
and comforted in the execution of it. * The power
of the Spirit” fo accompanied his miniftrations, as
to carry a forcible conviétion to the minds of others..
« There went a fame of him through all the region
round about: and he ta‘n;éht in their fynagogues, be-
ing glorified of all.”” e thall not wonder, that he
engaged the general attention of the neighbourhood,
if we take a view of his condu&, and the circum-
ftances which- occurred, during his firft aircuit round.
Galilee.

¢« He came to Nazarcth,” which had been the
place of his education, and his principal refidence till
he entered on his public miniftry. He had declined.
going thither for fome time after his vifit at Jerufa-
lem, and turned afide to the other parts of Galilee,
on account of the prejudices, which- his townfmen.
entertained againft him. He himfelf teftified, that
< a prophet lrath no honour in his own country:”—
thofc, who have known him in his childhood, or lived
with him on terms of intimacy, in a lower. fituation,,
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bis Gofpel to be deterred from declaring the truth,
though they have to combat with very ftrong preju-
dices. Neceffity is laid upon them, and they muft
deliver their meflage, whether men will hear, or whe-
ther they will forbear.

Ubpon his arrival at Nazareth, % he went, as his
cuftom was, into the fynagogue on the Sabbath day.’
At Jerufalem only, in the temple, facrifices were of-
fered, and the Mofaic rites obferved. But in almoft
every town and village fynagogues were erected, like
our parifh churches, for pu%)lic worlhip, for prayer
and praife, for reading and expounding the fcriptures.
To them our Lord reforted, whenever he had op-
portunity; fo that he may be propofed as a pattern of
a diligent attendance on religious inftitutions. But
do all his profefled followers copy after him? Is it
their cuftom, their habitual prattice, to frequent the
houfe of God? Is there any excufe to be urged for
their negle&t of it, which will bear examination? If
}efus thought it right to be a conftant worfhipper in

ewifh aﬂ%mblies, who fhall defpife or turn away

_from Chriftian ordinances? Who fhall fay, that-he

has no need of prayer and the word of éod, fince
Jefus himfelf paid fuch regard to them.?

One particular perfon. prefided over each of thefe
places, called ¢ the Ruler,” who direCted the fer-
vice, and had-a power of appointing any man, feri-
ouily difpofed and properly qualified, to officiate in it.
Accordingly, upon the appearance of Jefus in the fy-
nagogue at Nazareth, he was defired to read; and
what was probably a leflon for the day, furnithed him
with a fuitable text for his firft fermon among them.
‘The attention of the congregation was fixed upon °
bim, while they heard him repeat thofe remarkable
words, ¢ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe
he hath anointed me to preach the Gofpel to the
poor: he hath fent me to heal the broken-hearted, to
preach daliverance to. the captives, and recoveri ‘hﬁ;

. : : gl
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fizht to the blind, to fet at liberty them that ae
bruifi:d, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord®.”
The palfage confelledly deferibed the office of their
expeéted Mefliah; and, while they were anxious to
kn w what application he would make of it, he fo-
lem:ly declared, that it was fulfilled in himfelf,

The completion of the prophecy affords ftrong
confolation to us.  We are ta regard Jefus, as hei s
here exhibited, the anointed of God, fent from above,
brin-iny with him the gracious offers of pardon for
the cuiity, peace for the miferable, and falvaticn for
thofe, ** who are ready to perith.””  Tn this repre-
fentati~n the finiul, depraved, and helplefs condition
of man is clearly implied; and the bleffings of re-
d-mption are frecly propofid to the acceptance of all,
who fecl and lament the melancholy truth. If we
pride ourfelves on any fancied goodnefs or ability of
our own, we ;_,rofsl}' miftake our cafe, we overlook
the grand peculiaritics of the Gofpely nor can we re-
nwc, thofe important benefits, wh'ca Jefus cameto
beftow. He gives wifdom to the ignorant, righte-
ouln:s to the «uul.s, fan@tification to the impure,

————— . meee  ew-ZT

and redemprion to the miferable captive.  Bue he
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the dread of God’s difpleafure, you cry out, “ Thy
rebuke hath broken my heart?”” Jefus is commif-
fioned to adminifter fuitable and adequate relief. He
will ¢ bind up your wounds, pouring in oil and
wine:” and he will continue his kind attentions to
rou, till the cure be perfeCed. It is his peculiar of-
}lce @ to heal the broken-hearted.”” -

Do you fear, that the fentence of condemnation is

- gone forth againft you, and that you are detained as

¢ prifoners’’ in the hands of divine juftice? Such,
indeed, is your natural ftate; nor is there any efcape
poflible, but by the gracious interpofition of Jefus.
He grants ¢ deliverance to the captives,” cancels the
feutence, and proclaims a full forgivenefs. Or, do
you bewail your fpiritual bondage, under the oppref-

_dion of thofe enemies, to whom you have long been

fubje&, and who are too ftrong for you? On this -
account alfo, we would dire&t your regard to Jefus,
who alone can refcue you from this miferable fervi-
tude. He calls upon you to affert your freedom: for
¢ he fays to the prifoners, Go forth; to them thatare
in darknefs, Shew yourlelves *.”

You are diftrefled, perhaps, by your extreme ig-
norance in divine things, and lament that all appears
darknefs and confufion to your minds. It may be,
that you had conceived highly of your own difcern-
ment; but now you are free to confef, that you are
fpiritually ¢ blind.”” It is a happy change. Wohile
you faid, « We fee,”” you would have fpurned at the
propofal of any one, to open your eyes. Now you
cannot but welcome the Saviour, who “ recovers the
fight;” and exhorts you to * anoint your eyes with
eye falve,- that you may fes +.”

Yet, after various ftruggles and painful conflifts,
{our diftrefs may probably increafe, if no fenfible de-
iverance be wrought for you; and every attempt to

® Ifa. xlix. gv 4 Rev, iii. 18

&_ﬂ.ll'.\






JESUS CHRIST. 1y

cavil at the meannefs of his birth and extra&ion. He
knew what was in their hearts, and addrefled him-
felf, probably, with a particular reference to their very
thoughts concerning him. He gave them to under-
ftand, that he was aware of their obje&ions to his
family and education, and that he ex they would
demand from him the fame miraculous operations, as
he had wrought at Capernaum. But he warned them
not to reject the evidence, offered to themfelves,
while he maintained, that God, as a fovereign Ar-
biter, is not accountable to any one; and that he has
a right to difpenfe his favours, as he pleafes. Ac-
cordingly, many perifh, who are placed in the moft
advantageous circumftances; and mercy is extended
to others at a diftance, whom we fhould not have
thought of. Thus he obferved to them, that 2 poor
Gentile widow was relieved by Elijah, while many
widows in Ifracl were left to fuffer all the feverities
of the famine:—a ftranger and an enemy to Ifrael
was cured of his leprofy by Elitha, though the fame
dreadful difeafe continued to prey upon many others,
in the very country and under the immediate notice
of the prophet. He intimated, then, that the grace
of the Gofpel might be fent to fome remote king-
dom, even among the heathens, and that they them-
felves might never experience the blefling, but be de
ftroyed through their unbelief.

is was more than they could bear: ¢ they were
filled with wrath:” and the violence of their condu&
foon difcovered the enmity of their hearts. Without
regard to the-day, the place, or the fervice, they rofe
up in the utmoft confufion; and, with murderous
rage having thruft him out of their city, they were
on the very point of cafting him down from 2 high
precipice.  But his hour ‘was not yet come:
fchemes could prevail to take away his life, ¢
was pleafed to refign it: and tiu
POWer Was exi to Confous



118 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS.



JESUS CHRIST. 119

work, but vigoroufly purfued it in another, The
fame line of condut he prefcribed to his Apoftles ;
« \When they perfecute you in this city, flee ye into
another *.”” 'Thus, alfo, fhould his minifters in every
age be zealous, diligent, and perfevering in their exe
ertions for the benefit of fouls. Inftead of being
difcouraged by oppofition, they fhould renew their
endeavours; and, though prevented from doing it
among certain perfons, whofe welfare they anxioufly
defire, in ditferent fituations they may be more fuc-
celsful.
What reception, then, did our Lord meet with at
Capernaum? There were the moft favourible and
promifing appearances: “ They were aftonithed at
his dodtrine; for his word was with power.” Itis
probable, that much and important good was effect-
ed: for we are told, that upon this occafion was ful-
filled the prophecy of lfaiah, * The people which fat
in darknefs faw great light; and to them, which fat
in the region and fhadow of death, light is {prung
up +.”  Happy, happy people, who gladly received,
what others contemptuoufly rejected ;—who knew
the time of their vifitation, and upon whom ¢ the
-Sun of righteoufnefs’” fhone with fuch abundant
fplendour! Let us blefs God, that our land alfo, which
was once  the region and fhadow of death,” hath
feen a great light, and that we now énjoy the meri-
dian luftre of a Gofpel day. Let us net be fatisfied,
however, to live in a Chriftian country, but be foli-
,Citous to experience the faving efficacy of divine truth,
which is preached and profefled among us. For this
.purpofe, let us ferioufly attend to the doctrine of
-Chrift.  Though we have not his perfonal miniftry,
.he ftill {peaks to us by his faithful fervants; and we
are not afraid to aflert, that in numerqus inftances,
-how weak and unworthy foever the inftrument may

* Mat.xo 33 . 4 Mab iv. 26, I ix. 3, 3
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be, « his word is with power.” O for the facred
influence of the Spirit, to apply it with energy to our
hearts?

If we accompany our Lord, we fhall perceive him
difplaying his high charalter by the various miracles,
which he performed in that neighbourhood. He de- .
nied to the men of Nazareth, on account of their
violent prejudices, thofe clear and ftrong evidences,
which he afforded to the inhabitants of Capernaum.
This, indeed, is agreeable to his ufual procedure.
To humble and fincere enquirers, he is pleafed to
give advantages and opportunities for aminini di-
vine ‘lmorwledg , which he juftly and wifely withholds
from others. Let us be fait{nful according to the light
we have; and he will eftablith us more and more in’
the belief and love of the truth.

While Jefus was teaching in the fynagogue at Ca-
pernaum, a poor unhappy creature, under the influ-
ence of an evil fpirit, miferably tormented, cried out
aloud in the aflembly, ¢ Let us alone; what have we
to do with thee, thou Jefus of Nazareth? Art thou
come to deftroy us? I know thee who thou art, the
Holy One of God.”” This was a ftriking confeffion,
perhaps unwillingly made by the Devil through an
impreffion of terror, or elfe intended to bring the cha-
raéter of Chrift into fufpicion, as if he were really
cenfederate with wicked demons, and fo to lay a
foundation for that cbjection,  He cafteth out devils
through the prince of the devils *.” :

To thew that he wanted not a teftimony of fuch 2
kind, he rejeQed it with abhorrence, commanding
the evil fpirit to be filent and to come out of the man.
Immediately at his word, the wretched fufferer, after
being violently convulfed, was perfely r o
No wonder, that a general amazement took place,
when Jefus appeared fo decidedly fuperior to the

* Mataize 3&-
YOREN



clearly exhibited. : :

We perceive the malice of Satan, who is difpofed
to make ufe of every method, to harafs and torment
us; and we are thankful, that his rage is reftrained.
But, though he pra&ife not fuch a&s of violence, as
formerly, upon the animal frame, does he therefore
exert no influence, which is to be dreaded? Alas! he
has yet fo ftrong an afcendency over the minds of
men, that many  are taken captive by him at his
will . With a deftruétive efficacy, * he now
worketh in the children of difobedience 4.”” But we
behold with love and admiration the divine Redeemer
enter the lifts againft him, and obtain a complete

® ¢ Tim. ii. 26, 1+ Bphii. 2,

Voz, II1. G cqnquefk



a3 SCRIPYGRE CHARACTERS,

cocqu:f. He can bind « che firong man,” and let
the ogpretlad zo free.  “ For this purpofe the Son of
Ged was manifetted, tha: he might deftroy the works
ef tze devil - and, during the abode of Jefus upon
earik, full icope was givea for determining the con-
fic. We may, therefore, fafely commit ourfelves
to the care of our exalted Leader, who delivers his
people & from the power of darknefs,”” and promifes,
« Tke prince of this world fhall be caft ot +.”” But
let us nct be fatisfied with confefinz, ¢ Thou art the
Holy One of God.” This did the unclean fpirit;
and this may we alio do, while confederate with
Satan. Our fyftem of faith, poflibly, may be orthe-
dox, and our hearts, at the fame time, be filled with
impure defires, and enflaved to vile affections. But
the Gofpel needs no fuch advocates; nor will Jefus
accept our praifes, or own us for his friends, what
ever teftimony we may bear for him in fuch a ftate,
Common difeafes, likewife, were inftantly removed
by a touch or a word from him. The mother of
Peter’s wife being dangeroufly fick, the cafe was .re-
prefanted to him; .nor was the application vain.
‘With tender compaffion he relieved the diftrefs of the
family, commanding the fever to depart, which threat-
ened her life; and the cure was fo perfe&, that fhe
was immediately able to wait upon the company.
We regard him ftill as the great reftorer of health;
and his agency fhould be acknowledged in the effi-
cacy of what are called natural means. Phyficians
and medicines fhould not be defpifed or neglected;
but our dependence muft be p]?ced upon Him, and
our fupplications direted to Him, in every time of
grouble,
cafe was too hard for him, nor was any humble
. for his help ever reje&ted.” ¢ When the fun
1g, all they.that had any fick with divers dif-

N 5 ' 1 John xii. 31.
. eies



little or no leifure for this. But our Lord has taught
us to deny ourfelves the gratification of fleep, and
rife early, that we may fecure an opportunity of wait-
ing upon God, and thus draw down from him re-
newed fupplies of grace from day to day. Thofe,
who are engaged in public life, have efpecial need of
this caution: for a conftant hurry of bufinefs, even
in religious concerns, may diftralt and enervate the
mind, unlefs its ftrength be repaired by frequent re-
tirement. . ‘
But, though privacy fhould be ever fo delightful
to us, we muft be content to have it interrupted.
When the work of God calls us away, we muft go
with cheerfulnefs and vigour. ¢ The people fought

* Mark i, 35,
G a O wmy
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him, and came unto him, and ftayed him, that he
thould not depart from them.” It might have been
agreeable to himfelf, to fix his abode amongft perfons
fo much attached to him. But he refifted their foli-
citations ; and, with eager defire to promote the end
of his miniftry, he faid, “ I muft preach the king-
dom of God to other cities alfo; for therefore am I
fent.” Accompanied, then, by certain difciples, he.
took a circuit throughout Galilee, publithing- the
glad tidings of falvation, and confirming his doctrine
by miraculous operations. In the courfe of that jour- |
ney aftonithing cures were performed, and fuch 4 '
eneral admiration excited, that immenfe multitude§
rom various and diftant places reforted to him ¥,

This was a pleafing fight: but we may fear, that,

with refpe& to many, they faw, and heard, and won.

dered, without any real benefit to themfelves. Itis
fo now. Great numbers are drawn together by the
faithful preaching of the Golpel; amongft whom
there arc thofe, who feem deeply affected by the
things which are fpoken; and yet, notwithftanding
their profeffed approbation and zeal, we have no rea-
fon to conclude, that they feel the faving efficacy of
the truth.

It has been obferved, that our Lord was attended
bv certain difciples, and an account is given us, at
the commencement of this journey, of the manner in
which four of them, viz. Peter and Andrew, James
and John, were called to this attendance +. The
two former, at leaft, had been attached to his fervice
before, though not fuch conftant followers, as to for-

“ ke their common employments, But now, as he
velled much, their prefence and affiftance upon all
afions became more neceflary; and it was de-

:d, that, by accompanying him throughout his
¥, they themfelves thould be gradually prepared

» 2338, 4 Marki \ 3620, Luke v, t—1tT1. "
&



shat animaféd'b'{_]his direGtion they would make an-
other attempt. He, that gave the word, commanded
fuccefs, and proved that he was Lord of the whole
creation; fon, through bhis influence, an immenfe
mulitude of fithes were brought to the net and taken
1P, fo as to fill them all with amazement. The pre-
fence of the God of mature was acknowledged; and
Peter in particular, overwhelmed with confufion and
terror, under a fenfe of his unworthinefs and unfit-
nefs to ftand before fuch an exalted Perfonage, cried
out, ¢ Depart from me, for I am a finful man, O
Lord.” The Saviour, however, inftantly difperfed
his fears, and then explained the miracle, as exhibic-
ing an event of far greater ctzr;lfequcnce, the fuccefs of

s
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the opportunity, to preach. a fermon of peculiar ex-
tent and importance, in which he declared, more
publicly and exprefily than he had done before, the
purpofes of his_coming, and explained more clearly
the fpiritual nature of his kingdom *. ¢ He went
up into a2 mountain,’” probably that his‘vpxce might
reach to a greater diftance, and, according to the
cuftom of the Jewith teachers, he fat down, as at .
other times, according to the fame cuftom, he ftood
up to rcad. His difciples were his near attendants,
and to them in a more immediate manner he dire&ted
fome parts of his difcourfe, whilft many things con-
cerned the multitudes at large. With peculiar folem-

¥ Mat. v. 1, &ci
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nity ¢ he opened his mouth, and taught them” with '
fuch wifdom and majedty as aftonifhed them all.

T"htis fermon of cur Lord upon the mount is arich |
and invaluable treafure, containing inftru&ions o
the higheft moment. We do not fay, that itisan |
explicit and entire declaration of the Gofpel method
of falvation; for the feafon was not then come for
the vondrous plan to be as fully difclofed, as it after-
wards was. During the continuance of Jefus upon
earth, before he had finithed the myftery of redemp-
tion by the facrifice of himfelf, he thought it not pro-
per to infift, very minutely or very publicly, on the
nature and reafons of his death, or on the fpiritud
benefits to be received through faith in his blood.
On thefe fubjedls, indeed, he was not wholly fileny |
but he loft them to be further opened to the Apoftls |
themfelves by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, that
they might communicate them to the world, after the
grand event had taken placec. We are, therefore, t
look for a more perfeét fummary and clearer account
of evangelical doétrines in the apoftolical writings,
than in the hiftory of our Lord’s life.—Somre, indeed,
have afferted, that nothing more need be preached

128 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS.
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view he endeavoured to correét the filfe notions the

had imbibed concerning his kingdom, and to impreg
upon their minds a deeper fenfe of {piritual and cter-
mal things. He {poke, therefore, in fuch a manner,
as to difplay the dignity of his own charafter, and to
fhew the neceflity of their fubmiflion to him. For
he pronounced benediGions, as being invefted with
fupreme authority, interpreted the divine law, not as
a common expounder, but as the fovereign Law-
giver, with « I say UNTo you,” and repreflented
the grand decifions of the univerfal judgment as de-
pending upon himfelf, everlafting lifJe or everlafting
mifery being awarded to the fons of men according
2o his irreverfible fentence.

May we liften with reverence and profound atten—
tion to this glorious Prophet,.and, while we meditate
on his word, may we learn his will, and bow with-
unfeigned fubjection to his command !

In.the firft part cf his fermon, he appears like the-
great High Prieft,. blefling his people. He fpeaks,
not as from mount Sinai with thunderings and light-
Rings, but with invitations and promifes of mercy.
He had been already preaching, ¢¢ The kingdom of
heaven is at hand;” and of this his followers enter-
tained very grofs coaceptions, cxpecling that he
would ere& a temporal dominion with outward pomp
and fplendour, and exalt them to places of power and:
dignity. But now he ftrikes at the root of their er-
rors, ﬂxewing them that his kingdom is of a {piritual.
nature: and, after defcribing the tempers and blefled-

acfs of thofe, who are the true members-of it, con--
trary to their preconceived ideas, he reprefents it as
indifperfably necceflary, that they.fhould: be diftin--
gu}_llhed by a peculiar holinefs. :
ereare cight different parts of*the Chriftian:ehia-
nexcfir delineated; to each of which a promife-is an-
are ne and on each a blefling pronounced. Thefr
O £©. be fcparated, as if the Chriftian mi

al

(15
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poflefs no more than one of them; for they are united
in the mian of God, and the combination of the whole
contftitutes his excellency. - There is alfo a beautiful
conne&ion between them, and one may be-confidered
as leading to another.

1. “Blefled are the poor in fpirit.”” Though the
Lord pays no regard to us for our outward condition,
fince  he accepteth no man’s perfon,”” yet thofe,
who are  rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom,’
are generally found among ¢ the poor of this
world ¥;°’ and it muft be allowed, that their fituation
expofes them to the feweft temptations. But < the
haughtinefs of men” of every rank, whether poor or
rich, < fhall be bowed down 4:” for thofe only can
receive the falvation of the Gofpel, who are fenfible
of their fpiritual indigence. They feel and confefs,
that they are deftitute of every thing truly valuable
before God; and, having no pofleffions to boaft of,
‘they are willing to come as needy fupplicants, that
they may be relieved out of the inexhauftible fulnefs-
of Jefus. A knowledge of themfelves has taught

_them, that they have neither wifdom, righteoufnefs,
nor ftrength, and, under fuch a convition, they may
conclude againft themfelves as unfit objeéts for the
notice of a holy God. But Jefus fpezks to their cafe,
and declares, not only that they may hope for mercy,

>btained an earneft of it.
he world may’ pity and
the Lord, who dweclleth
men will Ilook 1:”° nay,
& his favour to them.
heaven.” Of fuch only
below confift, and from
plenithed. None others
and partake of his grace;
ith him for ever: he hath

i 305 3 Ixvi. 2.
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the effe of which, though painful for the prefent,
will be ¢ quietnefs and aflurance for ever +.”” The
lips of truth declare, ¢ they fhall be comforted.”
Perhaps they fear, ¢ they fhall lie down in forrow;”
but, under the influence of the Holy Ghoft, ¢ the
Comforter,” they fhall receive ftrong confolation.
Through a difcovery of the power and grace of Jefus,
they fhall be « filled with all joy and peace in believ-
ing:” and foon fhall every tear be wiped from their
eyes, when they ihall be admitted to complete and
uninterrupted happinefs in heaven.

3. ¢ Bleffed are the meek.”” Wherever there i8
a proper apprehenfion of the nature of fin, a total re-
- novation takes place in the affettions of the mind.

® Pfal, cxxvi. §e : + la xxxii 370

G6é6 “The
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*“ The lofty looks of man are humbled,”’ and the
fiercenefs of his temper is reftrained. Such is the
origin of true fpiritual meeknefs, which will produce
an humble deportment towards God and man.
T'hofe, who are partakers of this grace, will bow
down with fubmiffion to the fovercign will of God,
without murmuring or cavilling at his appointments
or commands, and, fenfible of their own ignorance,
will implore and obey his guidance. With ref]
to their fellow creatures, they will not be forward or
afluming, but “take the loweft room ;’—not pecvifh
or felf-willed, but kind and gentle ;—not eafily pro.
voked, or implacable under injuries, but they will re-
wurn good for evil, bleding for curfing. world
in general are fo oppofite, that thefe perfons ma
probably, be fcorned as men of mean and little mm(&
deftitute of all proper firmnefs and dignity. Butthe |
grace of God is upon them, for he hath implanted this
difpofition in them, and he will teltify his approbation
of it.  'They are happy; and none others have any
true enjoyment; for all thofe affelions, contrary to
meeknefs, fuch as pride, anger, cruelty, and revenge,




hath blefled; and he will give them more grace.
They fhall not be difappointed, but abundantly gra-
tified by a ready communication of thofe benefits,
which they fo'ardently covet: “ they fhall be filled.””
The Lordy « fatisfieth the longing foul, and filleth

the hungry foul with goodnefs *.”> They fhall be '

completely juftified through the righteoufnefs of their
Redeemer,. in which they may ftand with confidence
before God; and, being fanctified by the Spirit, they
fhall perfevere in righteoufnefs and true holinefs.
They are, therefore, encouraged to indulge a delight-
ful expedlation: * Let the heart of them rejoice, that
fcek the Lord +.”

* Pal, cvii. 9. 4 ev. 3.
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5.  Bleffed are the merciful.” Such, as have
been now defcribed, will not confine their attention
to themfelves; but, having ¢ tafted that the Lord is
.gracious,” they will feel cdmpaffion for their fellow-
creatures, and fhew mercy according to their abili-
ties and opportunities. There will be various occa-
fions for the exercife of this temper, owing to the
ignorance, fin, and mifery, which have overfpread
the world. They will, therefore, confult the happi-
nefs and welfare of all around them, and, ‘under the
- ftrong influence of Chriftian benevolence, will en-
~ -deavour to pleafe and to profit them. Accordingly,

they will give « the foft anfwer,” which « turneth
away wrath;”’ and ¢ in their tongues will be the law
-of kindnefs,” becaufe the law of love governs their
hearts. This will alfo be evinced by their a&ions,
as well as profefions. They will cheerfully relieve
.the neceflitous, feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
and vifit the fick, Nor will their compaflionate re=-
gard be confined to the body; but, with generous
concern for the fouls of men, they will defire to warn
the carclefs and inftruét the ignorant, if fo be they
may bring them into the way of righteoufnefs and
peace.

Thefe alone poflefs real tendernefs and liberality of
‘mind; and it muft be generally allowed, that fuch
perfons are the moft happy in themfelves, an orna-
ment to religion, and a blefling to fociety, where
they live. But thefe are of a heavenly extraction,
born from above. The merciful temper, here de-
fcribed, is fo contrary to the natural felfithnefs and
cruelty ot the human heart, as to form a ftrong evi-
“dence of divine grace. Thefe, then, are they, who
are truly “blefled;”” and ¢ they fhall obtain mercy.”
‘This is the charaéter of all, whom God hath recon-
ciled to himfeif; by fuch marks they are to be known
and diftinguithed: and it is an unwarrantable pre-

iption to imagine ourfelves in the faveur of Hea-

NRD,
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- ven, without this influence of the Spirit, difpofing us
to thew favour to our fellow-creatures upon earth.

6. « Blefled are the pure in heart.” The Lord
is a God of purity, who ¢ defires truth in the inward
parts,” and is not to be impofed on by any external
difplay or pretences of piety. Butah! « how abo-
minable and filthy is man *!” He has ¢ yielded his
members fervants to uncleannefs,” his _“ mind and
confcience is defiled,” his ¢ heart defperately wick-
ed +.”” We muft, therefore, not merely be reformed,
as to grofs immoralities, but ¢ renewed in the fpirit
of our mind 1.”” The fubjeéts of Chrift’s kingdom
are * born again,” their principles are changed, their
tempers are fanctified. They renounce all iniquity,
not in appearance or profeffion only, bat with a cor-
dial defire and determination never more to return
to it. They chrerfully « yield themfelves unto God,”
and he is pleafed to make their hearts his own habi-
‘tation through the Spirit. Thefe, then, are « the
blefled of the Lord:’’ for, however they muft deny
themfelves many fenfual gratifications, the Lord God
hath beftowed upon them nobler enjoyments. They
are feparated from the world: but he hath confecrated

_and united them to himfelf; and it ought to fuffice
them, that ¢ they fhall fee God.”” Even here, he
will manifeft his grace and glory to them, and < lift
up the light of his countenance upon them.” And
can any earthly delights be compared with their hap<
pinefs, when they are favoured with his vifits, and
the difcoveries of his love ? Yet this is only an earneft
of their future felicity. Soon fhall the vail, which
now in a great meafure hides from them the bright-
nefs of his fice, be entirely removed; and, when they
are admitted to that beatiﬂ}:: vifion, they fhali be tranf-
formed into his righteous image. * We thall be like

* Job xv, 16, + Rom. vis 19, Tits is 25. Jer. 2Tviie 9o
) 1 Bﬁo ive 2% .
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him; for we fhall fee him, as he is:”’+—*¢ and fo fhall
we ever be with the Lord *.” '

7. ¢ Blefled are the peace-makers.” In fuch a
world as this, various contentions may be expeQed,
which will prove and evidence éur charalters and
difpofitions. Amidft warm and angry debates, the
men of grace will be diftinguifhed by t¥lei’r labouring
for peace. They “ ftudy to be quiet,” and to pro—
mote harmény in their families and neighbourhood,
willing rather to facrifice their own intereft, than bit-
terly to ftrive for it. Having much forgiven them,
they refufe not to forgive an ottending brother, though:
it were ¢ feveaty times {even;” but eagerly embrace-
him, and renew their affurances of kindnefs to him.
It grieves them to obferve difcord among ethers,.
sz as far as their influence will extend, they will
endeavour to repair the breach, and effe&t a recenci-
liation. This is indeed a happy temper, and we need'
not fear to pronounce the pofieflors of it ¢ blefled,’
not only as enjoying a fweet tranquillity of mind, but:
as having in themfelves an evidence of the divine fa-
vour. gor, by their refemblance of him, who is the-
God of peace and Iove, they prove their relation to-
him, and {hall be taken notice of under the honour-
able diftin&ion of his children. They are “ born of
God,” who has put his Spirit upon them; and as
children, they are heirs; heirs of the kingdom, where
all will be united in bonds of &ricteft union for evex
and ever. o

Will not a charalter fo excellent meet with uni-
verfal efteem .and refpe@ among men? No: quite
otherwife. As “ the friendthip of the world is en-
mity with God +,” all, who bear his image, muft
look for contempt and hatred from thole, who are in-
a ftate of oppofition to him. But we add, according
to our Lord’s declaration,

# 3 John iije 2. 3 Thefl, iv, 370 + James iv. 4o
: R Ve,
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8. « Bleffed are they, which are perfecuted for
righteoufnels’ fake.” The faints of God are a con-
ftant reproof to the wicked, who, from that very cir-
cumftance, are often extremely moriified, fre-

uently enraged. Hence it generally happens, that
e more eminently holy, zealous, and ufeful any
perfons are, the more malignity and violence they
meet with, But, while they futfer for their attach-
ment to the Saviour, in the caufe of truth and righ-
teoufniefs, let them take up their crofs with faith and
patience, nor lament their cafe as fevere and cala-
mitous. He, who has feparated them to himfelf from
the midft of an evil world, as his own peculiar people,
will fupport and comfort them; and, whatever tem~
poral ll:)ﬂ'es they may fuftain in his fervice, he will
beftow uﬁn them an abundant recompence, Theyp
may, poflibly, be excluded from earthly pofleflions,
b;xt they fhall inherit the kingdom of everlafting
ory.
2 The charadter, laft mentioned, fo exally defcribed
our Lord’s difciples, who ftood by bim, and whom
it was neceflary to encourage in the profpet of their
afproaching fufferings, that he made a particular ap-
Cicatien of it to them, While he pronounced his

enediction upon them, he taught them to expei
Jcorn, oppofition, and infamy, for their adherence to
him, even though they were ever fo circumfpe&t in
their condu@. But he called upon them to maintain
a holy confidence and joy, and to exult in the lively
hope of the glorious reward, which awaited them,
remembering that all the Patriarchs and Prophets of
old had trodden the very fame path, and endured the
crofs before them.

Let the difciples of Jelus in every age be reminded,
that they alfo thould look for fimilar treatment from
the world, and that it will become them to be equ
bold and vigorous in the fervice of their Lora

M
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Be folicitous, therefore, to be refcued out of y
prefent wretched fituation, and cry with importun
¢« O Lord, remember us with the favour thatt
beareft unto thy people ; O vifit us with thy falvati
that we may fee the good of thy cho[en that we 1
rejoice in the gladirefs of th y nation, that we 1
glory with thine inheritance * 1" Ame.

® Pl cvl, 4. 80
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T2e¢ fecsnd part sf oxr Lrod's fruere s the wownt, o
which be expsxnds cirtae preceses if the mevel ez,

THx multitades, who Socked argend the Saviorr,
were, probably, very cager to krcw, #iac pew doc-
trine he would preach, or averfe to receive Lim £
an on that he undervaived a-d memre
fubvert the goodly fyflem, which the Ol Tefszex
eftablithed, and of which they beaf=d. Ta zZive
them, therefore, the peceflary formstion acncern-
ing himfelf, and to remove their pejudices, e fo-
lemnly afferted, that he came nct w dedroy e 2w
or the prophets, but to fulfil *.

Since the Lord God changesh not, coe revelaticn
cannot be repugnant to another.  Yet there may be
in onec age 2 more full and exprefs declarazion of the
divine ll, than in thebl:wed' : and cie Hrmex
communications might be in to prepars tae
way for a clearer manifeftaiion of the fame ushs,
Thus, in fa3, the increafe of facred Lght has re-

fembled the gradual approach of day. The great

gﬁ“ of redemption was int‘mated to Adam upon kis
Jrivrmsd and in fucceeding generations freth acd brighter
me-f\?"?‘ of: it-were afforded to the Church, under
he Obic difpenfation, and by various prophets, till
2PParimg of Jefus Chrift, to whom, a8 tn ~ne

* Mat. v, 17, &
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awav much of its meaning. Jefus, however, ha .
inftru&ed us, coutrary to their: gloffes, that it enjoins
pertect holinefs, in the difpofidons of the mind, as
well as the practice of the life. Their righteoufnefs
was mercly external ; for all their works were done -
® to be teen of men:” but we are taught to feek for
inwand purity, and not to be fatisfied with regularity
«f waneers, or a fhew of piety. They were influ-
cwah <ven in their religious duties, by bafe- princi-
plev, “ Rt a pretence making long prayers,” and
Dadtung of their owa works, as if the happinefs of
Bedven wete nw more than a juft recompence of their
&wits.  But we are warned of the fin and danger
ot twtkong o curiclves, whatever our attainments
mav N\ ad of the neveffity of a better obedience
an cur own, to procure our juftification before
‘\‘L
¢ From a general declaration, our Lord defcended
¢o a particular expofition of the fpiritual nature of the
Baw, in certain precepts, which had been fhamefully
aned; guarding tl_\q people_ againft their errone-
ous teachers, and requiring their attention azd tub-
piffion to himfelf.
1. He infifted ox the extenfive meaning of the
commandment. This was underftood, as if it
dad forbidden no&ing more than the attual com-
wiffion of wilful murder. But Jefus, the great
jver, inftruts us, that it condemns whatever
aav lead to fuch violence, and, therefore, that all
gurlelefs anger or t]eﬁre of revenge, and all oppro-
eaus language, arifing from this vehemence of paf-
ény will juftly expofe us to the divine vengeance.
wrurdi~~1v it were vain to worthip God, or ex-

-~ ntage from his erdinances, fo long as
w ins under the influence of malignant
4 Ne muft lay afide our animofities, and

* reftitution for injuries committed,
*compafs God’s altar y* fox the moft
<oy



tongues never betrayed the vindi@ive defires of our
:hearts? Are we now at peace! Or have we, at
.Jeaft, anxioufly fought for it? And when we lift up
.our hands in prayer, is it ¢ without wrath?” We
«may thank God, that fo many powerful reftraints
-are laid upgn the finful affe&ions of men; or elfe
~every part of the world would prefent us with fcenes
-of horrible confufion. But, though our fury may be
reprefled, fo as not to break forth to the di[{urbancc
of fociety, God may behold much iniquity within us.
For it is poflible, that, where a calmnefs and bene-
‘volence of fpirit are pretended, much rancour may
remain in the heart: and, in God’s account, ¢ whoe
-foever hateth his brother is a murderer *.”

: # 1 John iii. 15, '
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2. He opened the fpiritual and extenfive nature of
the feventh commandment. Here alfo, as in the
preceding inftance, the prohibition had been confined
to merely external aéts; and he only was deemedan
adulterer, who had been guilty of the groffeft un-
cleannefs. But Jefus teaches us, that inward impu.
rity brings us under the divine condemnation, tlrat a
luf{ful defire and-a wanton .eye are forbidden in the
full fenfe of the law, no lefs than the abfolute viola-
tion of the marriage bed. And will any perfon fay,
I have never felt any fuch irregular motions in my
heart: my eye hath never wandered in a lafcivious
-manner? Let us remember, that we are always open
to the infpeQion of that God, who ¢ fearcheth the
heart, and trieth the reins,”” and that he hath noted
down all our fecret imaginations, looks, and withes.
Let us not prefume to juftify ourfelves before him.

If we would avoid the fin of lewdnefs, we muft
refift every fecret propenfity to.it, and fubdue the
corrupt afte@ions of the flefh. - This muft be done
atany pains or expence, as Jefus has inftruéted us:
.the inordinate defire muft be abandoned, though it
may feem as dear to us as a right eye, or profitable
as a right hand, and though it may coft us as much

. to part with it, as to cut off the moft tender and
ufeful member of the body. For, as in ehirurgery,
a gangrene muft be ftopped, or elfe death enfues: fo
here, the moft favourite paffion muft be given up:
there is no room for hefitation: it muft be done, or
elfe everlafting deftrution in the torments of hell
muft be the confequence. .

Our Lord was naturally led from the expof:ition of
the feventh commandment to condemn the prevailing
practice of divorcing their wives, as fancy, difguft,
or refentment might difate. Separations, indeed,
had been allowed by the Mofaic law under certain
reftritions; but the permiffign had been abufed to

the worlt purpofes; and we are nOW teught, that
. ‘ notning



fe& is, and muft ultimately be, to the great Creator
himfelf, though it contain not any dire&t invocation
of his name. It is therefore enjoined, that you
“{wear not at all.” ~

We are not ferbidden to make ufe of oaths in a fo-
lemn manner, and. for important purpofes, in fupport
of the truth: for thefe were commanded in the old
Teftament, and unexceptionable examples of them
are recorded in the new. But Jefus prefcribes a rule
only for our common converfation. Inafmuch as it
is an infult to Jehovah, to introduce him as 2 witnefs
or an arbiter of our trifling controverfies, .in familiar
difcourfe; we are required to avoid all ftrong and
vehement affeverations, .and only fimply to affirm, or
fimply to deny, without having recourfe to any other
expedient to eftablifh our credit, For not merely

12 W
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from the palpable violations of.the ‘:.a-
jury," Or impious execzations, bust:ro
zn':ree?ﬁzon with « fimplicity and godiy1
How little is this attended to! Is not:
God frequently introduced, in a light m
-manner, as an embellithment of difcourfe,
preflion of furprife? Do we not adopt certai
able phrafes, which have the nature of catt
to them? Alas! the prattice is general;
God is provoked among us every day. F
by the. mulgitude of perjured and bl
we obferve that the facred appellations an
God and his Chrift are treated with the ut
tempt, being conftantly ufed as words of
the mereiexpletives of language, by many
of their morality, and pofiefs the farreft rep
the world," - '

- 4 Ho guarded :againft 2 mifunderflandi
Mofaic jaw of retaliation. A precept had 1
for the dire@ion of magiftrates in the puni
imjuries; for they were authorized to take
for.an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” Thi
fnterpreted, as af&nnte perfons might ave

Lalerme bne. anw wlt and wmannite dha S



refle&t upon the Scribes and Pharifzes; as retaliatioa
is practifed and juftified among ourfelves. Whoe er
mfules the man of honour muft anfwer it at the peril
of his life. Nay, do we not all, under provocations,
fecl a' defire of revenge? And have we nct been bes
trayed into {uch a condud, as our Lord has here con-
demned? He, however, has given us an example of
forbearance, as well as the precept. May we @ud
to attain  the mind, which was in Chrift Jefus[”
5. He inculcated the law of upiverfal love. It
was allowed to be a divine command, that we ftheuld
Jove our neighbours; but, as if neighbours included
only thofe, who are nearly related or intimately con-
neéted, the command was fo expounded, that it was
judged right, perhaps expedient, to. trcat thofe with
contempt andsanepur, who were of a different conn-

H 3 1y
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ufage a fufficient reafon for wi th
oﬂi%es of Chriftian bencvolence% il
us, that, as the children of God poffefs
vileges, they muft furpafs all others in a ¥eu
givenefs and difinterefted l‘goodnefs, and pr
relation to their huvenly ther by their reﬁ
Of hlmo

What fhall we fay to thefe things? Hav
learned Chrift, as to love our encmies? It v
to profefs this enlqrged philanthropy, while 1
the general countenance and ‘favour of - th
. But can we ftand « the fiery trial,” afd, v
moft injurious perfecutiohs, return’' good {
Are we' not cafily offended, and hardly
ciled; « implacable, unmerciful?” And |s
temper of mind, which becomes the heirs of
« What do we more than others?” Or wi
we differ from them, who know not God
fimilitude do we bear to him, whom we call
ther? « God is love;” and, if we feel not t
of that principle, we are not renewed after
nefs, por can we dwell with him.

But fhall we not own, that the divine-lay
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we not fatisfied ourfelves with a partial, and merely ex-
ternal obedience ; without attempting to regulate the
inward defires of the mind? ¢ The commandment is
exceeding broad *;>’ and each particular precept, in
the fpiritual- méaning, proves that we are all in a ftate
of guilt and condemnation. Let the conviction have
its full influence; and we fhall then welcome the
Saviour, who  is the end of the law for righteoufne!s
to every one that believeth +.”

. Believers, however, as before obferved, though
¢ juftified from all things,” are not releafed from
their obligations to bolinefs.. Does Jefus fpeak, as it
the law were defigned to be abrogated, or to be no
Jonger binding upon his people? Is it not ftrongly
e:aforced for the dire@ion of our condult? Here,
then, we fhould ftudy, ¢ what manaer of perfons we
ought to be,” how far fuperior to others, “ in all holy
.converfation and godlinefs.”” Our impartial and.con-
ftant regard to duty will be the fafeft evidence of our
faith; and without it our expelations of the divine
favour are no better than the hope of the hypocrite,
which fhall perifh, '

! Pfllo cxixe 960 . 't Rom. X 4o
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nefs muft be of another fort; or elfe, we cannot be
the fubje@®s of Chrift’s kingdom, however frequent
or fervent we may be in the external obfervances of
divine worthip. Let us pray, that He, who alone.
knows our fecret defires and purpofes, would difcover

“to us and eradicate every motive and affeCtion of our

hearts, incompatible with true Chriftianity, that we
may not be found deftitute of that  holinefs, without
which no man fhall fee the Lord.”

I. We are cautioned againft vain glory, os that
oftentatious difplay of our own goodnefs, which is
meant to catch the netice, and procure the admira-
tion, of men. An arrogant fpirit, which is always
contemptible, is never more prepofterous, than.when
it aflumes the mafk of piety. ﬂowere the height of
abfurdity and profanenefs, to pralife thofe very du-
ties, which fhould proceed from the deepeft humility,
and cannot be acceptable without it, merely to gra-
tify a conceited and ambitious temper: and yet it is
a.common cafe. The moft painful and mortifying
injun&ions are fubmitted to, in order to gain a cha-
radter. Perfons profeffing godlinefs have peculiar
need to guard againft this principle; for they are not
fo much in danger from fenfual, as from fpiritual
wickednefs. ‘They are often overtaken and deceived,
even in their beft fervices, by the fecret workings of
pride, which, while it conceals itfelf from the niceft
obfervation, influences and corrupts the whole con-
duét. Our Lord, therefore, mentions feveral ine
ftances of religious aéts, which we may be tempted to
perform entirely or chiefly with a 'view to the efteem
of our fellow-creatures ; and on this account he calls
upon us to ¢ take heed.”

1. Alms-giving. The duty is not in this place
commanded ; but it is fuppofed, that every difciple.
aof Jeius will pradtife it: and it is ftill univerfally al-
lowed among Chriftians, that we are under indif«
penfable obligatiens to reii{eve the diftrelled, -

[
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itic t orr zbilitize.  Bat cur attenti o is hers .
1e 4 to e proper principle of obedience. Alms
aic to b piven, from a fupreme regzard to God, 11
to men. Hypocrites, we find, can diftribute large
{ uney for the parpofes of charity.  But ufually they
are oitentatious; andy as they l}cek the praife of the
wond, they fail not to publith their own liberality,
an! contrive that it may be of fuch a fort, or exerted
it [aon tines and places, as will engage general no-
tice acd ofteem, "T'he motive being wrong through-
auiy the mofl extenfive munincence, on this plan,
cannot be an acceptable fervice.  Surrounding (pec- ‘
taters and witneiles, who look only on the outwa:d
appearance, may exprefs their adiniration; but the
fad Guody who is forgotten and defpifed, fince the
iorinee s not oitered to Him, will beftow no re-
compente Yt even theie perfons ¢ have their e

wal? Al:ine ara reade ta camnlimeans sham O
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nions of men, we are a&ing from the vaicglorious
principle, which is here condemned.

2. Prayer. This alfo will be allowed to be an
important duty, and one which enters into the life
and effence of religion; fo that thofe who habitually
neglect it, we will not fay cannot be eminent Chrif-
tians, but are no Chriftians at all. Yet the bare exter-
nal performanceof thisfervicedoes not neceffarily imply
any real piety. Forms and ceremonies may be punc-
tually obferved, and warmly contended for, without

- a fincere regard to God. Hypocrites may be exact

in their attendance upon divine worfhip, and value
themfelves, becaufe they “ make many prayers.”
They ¢ draw nigh unto God with their mouth, and

* honour him with their lips, but their heart is far from

him;” and therefore ¢ in vain they do worihip
bim*.”” They would gladly be thought religious;
and accordingly they comply with fuch inftitutions
and rites of devotion, as are moft likely to call them
forth into public view, and procure them applaufe.
‘Thus they may obtain the charalter of faints ; and
this is the grand object, which they aim at. But it’
is all, that they fhall have. From fuch perfons ¢ ine,
cenfe is an abomination unto God,” and their boafted
fervices will increafe their condemnation. This wag
the very cafe of the Pharifees, whom our Lord de-
fcribed.  They were fo fcrupuloufly obfervant of

- their ftated times of prayer, that they would not bmit

or delay the duty, on account of any company or en~
gagement. Nay, it thould feem, they contrived ta
be in places of much refort at thofe very feafons, thag
the eyes of the multitude might be fixed upon themy
and thus.their fanctity be remarked and celebrated..
In oppofition to this prallice, Jefus enjoins the
seligion of the clofet; not forbidding public, bus
sommandang private, worfhip ;- or rather fhewing inr

'.' Mat. xv. 8, g,
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what misonér the futter theuld be perforticd, It-aee
- abfurd and impious to feek the motice of men, when
our contern 18 with God alend. If 5 WE
fhould retird from ndife and obsfervaticiy n .
. ivdwm!e MM:MM
the God of en; abftrifled -fromf tié dares snd
bufineld of Qe world. ‘Fhis commienion. Betwetn
God dnd e foul mutt, from the- nﬂmd‘k‘,m
vealed from our fellowcreatures, %@
e vefpey in thig life, Butd!é ejeof
is ‘ugon his péople, st mm
withdréw from Buriiin fociety oo
 Bivi ; and He will proelainy dnd prowe- o
aﬂimwnrmmhr:, ﬁg.gi:- ] glbz:‘ well as g
fecompenie, with' w régueney fetvoud
Rept ul their intereourfe with Him. .

not our Lords fhmdm&m
erify of wary? T‘l’le‘fc ia?'e ofe anhong oﬁm

who, like ilic ancient Pharifees, with 2 confident and
clamorsous profeffion of rehgnon, exprefd a decided
preference for thofe fervices, which bring them inte
fotice, and take pains to catch the eficem and ap-
ﬂ:ufe of the public. They may not ftand te repeat
it prayers in the open firects, as thofe of 6id; but
do they not evince fomething of thie fame difpefitiony
when they are forward to call the attention-of &thery
%o the ardour of their devotions? May we new fess;
that among the multitudes, who conftantly treid the
eourts of the Lord, many totally negle&t the duties
of the clofet? In fuch a cafe, no facrifice is offered
to God; but all their works nedone to be « feeri of
-m »

“rom the foregoing caution. proece&d to
further lnﬁn;‘é‘{iogs for the,fn and prefent-
 folemn addreffes to God. I'fe hag dire&led

k with ferious deliberatior, andite ayeid

 prolixity of expreffions, which the hea~

ifed. Aﬁ repeticions in imploring the di-
A2 Y
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wine blefling are not condemned; for our Lord him-
felf, three times together, in pouring out his. foul
before God, ¢ {aid-the fame words *;’’ and it feems
thie natural effe@ of a pious fervour and importunity,
to urge the fame requeft again and again. But we
are required- to abftain from' thofe repetitions only,
which are unmeaning, and not to fuppofe thata mu(-
tiplicity of words will conftitute a good prayer, or
procure us a favourable acceptance. It is neither ne-
eeflary nor expedient to protraét our devotions to a
tedious length, as if we.could thereby give anyin.
formation to God, or produce any change in his mind,
‘We cannot, indeed, be too earneft, nor ought we to
be weary of the fervice. But we fhould remember,
that we come to a God, who knows all our wants
and defires, better than we can reprefent them, and
who is more ready to beftow, than we to afk, his
blefling.

We behold alfo an inftance of the amazing cone
defcenfion of Jefus, in delivering to his difciples a
form of prayer, adapted to their ufe. He takes them,
as it were, by the hand, leads them to the throne of
grace, inftruéts them what requefts they thould make,
and even puts words into their mouths. ‘The form,
here prefcribed, might be defigned as a general mo-
del, by which we mag;frame our petitions; -but it
feems alfo intended to be introduced among our other
devotions, and offered to God, exally as it is. Per-
haps it was drawn up with a particular reference to
the fituation of his followers at that time; but with
the utmoft g‘:priety it is ftill continued as a fuitable
addrefs for Chriftians in all poffible circumftances; .
fince it is & elear and compendious reprefentation of
their common defires and. neceflities, and every ex-
preffion in it is fuch as they may adopt for “their
OWile
. ® Mat. xxvl. 44¢
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In the form which Jefus here taught his difciples,
the declaration, annexed to the petition for pardon of
fin, is of fo much confequence, and, as it might ap-
pear to them, fo new and fingular, that he fubjoined
a particular reaton for if, obferving, that God will
receive no facritice, except from the man, who is of
a placable and forgiving temper.  And is it thus that
we lift up our hands to the throne of grace? Do we
poflefs thole principies and affections, which the words
imply or call for! How often have'we repeated the
prayer witheut any holy, fpiritual defires, when we.
have neither felt nor undesftood the force of the lan-
guage! And is this the worfhip, which we dare to
offer to the heart-tearching God? For, as he is not
to be impofed on, or fatisfied like our fellow-crea-
tures, with an unmeaning compliment, we may fear,
left our pretended devotions fhould provoke his indig-
nation againft us.

The fame caution, which Jefus gave refpecing
the two forementioned duties he extended alfo tor
another inftance.

3. Fufting. However the folly, pride, and fuper-
ftition of fome perfons may have brought the practice
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rupt influence into our beft aCtions. How prepof-
terous is it, to make a parade with that, which is in-
tended to denote humiliation! We muft, there-
fore, avoid all oftentatious difplay, which is fo com-
mon with hypocrites; and, while with fincerity of
heart and unfeigned contrition we practife felf-denial-
and mertification, we fhall not pafs unobferved, nor
fat in vain. Men may difregard or defpife us; but
God will gracioufly accept, and publicly reward,
what is really done unté him, though we fhall not
prefume upon any merit in ourfelves, as if we had any
claim to his favour on the ground of juftice. But to
what purpofe do we fpeak of abftinence? For where
-are thofe, who * crucify the fleth, with its affections
and lufts?”> Who among us are willing to renounce
any beloved gratification? Do not moft perfons plead
for, and purfue with an infatiable avidity, every fen-
fual pleafure and delight? .

In thefe feveral inftances, almfgiving, prayer, and
fafting, the religion of Jefus inftru@s us to fix our
fupreme regard upon God, as the Judge, to whom
alone we are accountable, and to be perfeétly un-
concerned about human opinions and decifions, It
commands us to look forward to a future day,
when all hypocrify will be expofed and detefted, and
the excellency of the true believer confeffed and ad-
mired., How many miftakes will then be re@ified!
< For that, which is highly efteemed amongft men,”
will appear to be ¢ abommnation in the ﬁght of
God *.”” On the contrary, Jehovah will declare
his-approbation of thofe, who had faithfully difcharged
the duties of righteoufnefs in fecret, though their
names were caft out as evil: and, to the aftonithment
of thofe, who had defpifed and hated. themn, he will
proclaim, with high commendations, hew much they
have done for him, and appoint them a glorious re-

® Luke xvi. 15,
L)
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tribution for the moft private exertions of their chz
ritv, picty, and abitinence,

1l. We are required to bewara of the love of the
prefent world.  "There is no fin, againft which the
Saviour has delivered more or ftronger cautions, than
an inordinate attachment to the concerns of this lie,
and perhaps there is none more dangerous to the foul.
Tt fecquently lies concealed under the garb of a reli-
gios profetlion for men are apt to flatter themfelves,
and cry * Peace, peace,” if they praétife no grofs
infeuity, approve of right dotrines, and give are-
ruir attendance to the means of grace. . Yet all this
reav be, while the heart remains totally alienated from
Ged, and ¢ goeth afier covetoufnefs.”” He, whois
fulicitous only to promote his fecular intereft, and

d PR I L) r
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one of them. :

Do any plead, “I am not enflaved to the world;
I look not for real happinefs in it, nor feek great things
to myfelf, but am anxious only to fecure a comfortable
fubfiftence?”” It may be proper to remark, that our
Lord’s injunctions require us to lay afide all diftrefl-
ing cares about the enjoyments or even the common
fupports of life. His diretions on this head equally
concern the poor and the rich. For, as in each fi-
tuation the heart may be drawn away from God te
prefent objeéls, both are forbidden to indulge any ex-
ceflive folicitude about their fecular affairs.

We may apply the reafons, which Jefus has al-
leged. God has given you life, and be is able to
maintain it. You may furely rely upon him for the
continuance of that vital principley which he has gr

‘ ‘ cloufly Y
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cioufly beftowed upon you ; fince he can as eafily pre.
fcrve, as create. Behold the tender care, whichhe .
excrcifeth over inferior animals! He conftantly pro-
vides fultenance for the fowls, which are of farlds
value than you. But with all your anxiety, how litle
cain you effeé for yourielves! You cannot len
vut your exiftence one moment.  Or, fhould you be
diftreiied about procuring a fuitable covering for your
body, we refer you to the flowers of the field. The
Lord God has clothed them with a gayer attire, thar
the moft fplendid monarchs can exhibit: and (hall you
be unwilling to intruft vourfelves with him?
Befides, this worldly foiicitude, which may be ex-
pected to prevail in them, who know not God, is
unfuituble and dithonourable to your chara&er, who
profefs to be his children. If God be your Father,
he cannct be inattentive to your wants. Is there
not, alfo, a more glorious objet propofed to you,
which demands your warmeft affeions and moft di-
Jipent purfuit? You cannot be too earneft in prepir-
ing for your cternal ftate: and if that be your firft and
grand coacern, zs it ought, every earthly care wil
appear comparatively fmall.  But to fecure an admif-
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The cmcinfon. of ser Lacds frmee s the it I
zbi.:b‘ ng varisxs gradical direltions gnd e~
rialisms. e

TWE have already perceived much of the excellence
and importance of the fermaon, which Jefus delivered
on the mount; andthecmlduﬁm,mwhichwwe'm

oceed, will appear equally interefling. e fha
x,:eetwithﬁmher proofs of the holinefs of that reli=
Eion, which he taught, while we confider the various

irections here given for the conduét of his difci-
*

To guard them againft the cenforious difpofition
of the Pharifees, who were ever prone to condemn
others in the moft rigorous manner, he commanded
them to abftain from all rath and fevere judgment.
¢« Judge not,” is indeed an extenfive pt. We '
cannot help forming an opinion of thofe actions and
charalters, which force themfelves upon our ob-
fervation: nor are we forbidden, furely, to blame
what is evidently wrong ; nay, our duty requires us,
as we love our brother, to point out his faults to him,
and warn him of his danger. But we are enjoined
'onclude againft any &)erfon precipitately, not
fluenced in our decifions by pride or. malevo-

* Matt, Wil 3, &e.

\awaa



Jefus has fuggefted fome important confiderations,
which fhould deter us from forming any rafh judg-
ment. Thofe, who are moft fevere in their reflec-
tions upon others, need expeét no favour from their
fellow-creatures. -Men will not be difpofed to par-
don or - palliate their mifconduct; but will greedily
catch at an opportunity of requiting them with the
fame acrimonious cenfures, which they have liberally
dealt out. And what treatment may they look for,
at the hands of a righteous God? How will they
ftand before him, when their charalters are fcruti-
nized with that rigorous exactnefs, with which they
have decided upon others? He has determined, that
¢ they fhall have judgment without mercy, who have
thewed no mercy 1.”

® 1 Cor. Xijis 7 1 James iv. §, pRITRLY
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proceeds “to inculcate fervour and importunity in
prayer. We feek not for an exact connettion in the
different parts of this difcourfe; "yet exhortations to
call upon God appear at once to follow very fuitably
from the preceding fubject.

It is faidy, however, « Though our work be ardu-
ous, our petitions to God can avail us nothing. He

* Prov, xxiiis 9. -
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has the divine declaration bees £
form larger and more horourat of the
goodnefs of Ged: for Jefus has he-e tz;._::t ot 19
confider him zs 3 tznd=r and lovirg Father, wno cra-
not fport with the miferiss ¢f Lis cezr oZipring, or
mock them whena they cry fur hzip. A frfeln
peal is made to the feelinzs of every pareny, te deter-
mine the cafe. For fuzha mor;hcr is feareslv o be
met with, as can i~fu't over his ckildren in diftrefs,
and, inftcad of minifteri=g to tbe'r recz=flzry f27
give them that which would be an infury rather @
a berefit.  And thal the God of Leaven bz lef ke L.
and comp:z{Fonzte than we, wkao are C‘:p.a-td and
erverfe from our very birth?

Bt.t what efe& thould the mercy of God produce
in us? It thould render us not orly fervent in przver
ta him, but upright asd fzithful in cur dea'i inge, at-
tentive and benevolens, one to another: nor is it
pofible, that we can fecl any real devotion towards
God, unlefs we have learned to exercife juflice 2nd
tendernefs to our fellow-creatures.  Hence Jefu< has
inferred the neceflity of obferiing, what is ufually
callzd, the golden rule of equity, that we thould treat
all men, as we could with reafon expect them 0 treat
us in fimiler circumftances. This contains a per-
fet fyftem of cthlce' at leaft, from this one fimp'e
direction every morz! duty may be deduced. 1t ex-
hibits the fubftance cf zll that the law and the pro-
phets have enjoined, concerning our relative obliga-
tions. The pmpnety and excellency of the p'ecﬂpt
- muft be generaily allowed, fince it czlis upon every
man to jucge between hlS neighbour and himfelf,
If he doubt, what line of conduét he fhould purfue
towards another, let him fuppcf'.’, fcr a moment, a
mutual change of fituztion, 2nd then afk, what 1-fa7e
he could faiily lcok for from him. He cannot hely
drawing a right conclufion. Yethow little attention s
paid to This rule! Moft perfons feem to alk upon cow

. 12 way
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ftrewed in the way, to. tempt unwary pilgrims; but
how terrible will the endbe! « Blacknefs of darknefs
for ever!” Many affe® to difbelieve it; but the
mouth of the Lord hath fpoken it, and he will exe-
cute his own denunciations. Ah! foolith people,
- and unwife! Sport no longer on the brink of final
pacdition; but inftantly ftop, or rather, endeavour
to make good your retreat without delay.

Another road is propofed, which is attended with
fome difcouraging circumftances; but let us confider,
of what fort they are, and what influence they fhould
have. ¢ Strait is the gate:” it requires mature
thought to difcover it, and many ftrenuous efforts to
%ain admiffion. .In order to enter in, we muft con-

ent to certain painfu) feparations, for we muft part
with many things which we might wifh to retain, and
expet violent oppofition from' our neareft relatives
and aflociates. If there are fuch obftacles at the very
beginning, what will be the remainder of the journey ?
‘Fhroughout the whole, even to the very clofe, cut
corrupt nature will diflike it. ¢ The way is nar-
row;’’ fo that we fhall be conftantly in danger of de-
viating from it, ‘The reftraints, alfo, which are im-
pofed, the various fnares, laid for the travellers, and
the refiftance made to their progrefs, may difcou-
rage and diftrefs them : for moft ‘perfons are unwilling
to combat with difficulties. It may be afked, Who
are they, that walk this road? And here, perhaps,
another objection will be raifed, fince « few there be
that find it.”” Itis not pleafant to be marked out
and derided, as precife and fingular; and on this very
account many will refufe, and turn afide from,-a path,
which is fo little frequented, determined to be like
their neighbours. Befides, the company upon this
road is not only fmall, but of fuch a fort, as to dif-

uft thofe, who are devoted to worldly purfuits.

or “ not many wife men after the fleth, not wany
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* Pafe and mifchievous: they are enemies to the flock
of God, which it is their aim to fcatter and deitroy:
for «“inwarly they areravening wolves.” «“Beware,"”
fays the great Sheplherd: be cautious, what credit you
give to the ciaims and dzclarations of thofe, who put
on the fair thew of picty, and undertake vo initru.-t
pthers. ,

Is there, then, anv fure teft, by which their fince-
rity may be tried? T'he general tenour of their con-
duct will furnith the moft decifive proof. ¢ Ye fhail
know them by their .fryits.”” -The nature of a tres
is always determined by its invariab'e produce.
‘T'hat oanly, which yislds tomething ufeful in L, is
allowed to be really good: and thaz, which, however
beautifui in its appearancz, brings forth nothing bux
what is noxious or worthlefs, wiil not lo:g be {.f-
fercd to ftand; “itis nigh unto curling, and ics cad
is to be burned ¥.”” The fubje& is apglicable to thole
who receive, as well as thoiz who give, inftruflion;
and it is, therefore incumbent upon all to enquire of
dliemfelves, Are thereany fruits of righteoufnefs to be
found in me? If we have nothing more to exhibit,
than the leaves and bloffoms of a reiigious profeffion,.
we may juiltly dread that fentence, * Cut it down;
whly cumbereth it the ground?” ’
. It were abfurd to attempt any impofition upon Je-
fus by an hypocritical frew. He requires a fincere and
uniform obedience; nor will he be fatisfied by the
ftrongeft declarations of high regard, where there is no
intention to pleafe him, no ftrenuous endeavours to
do his will. Expreflions of efteem are cheap: and are
shefe all that you look for from your friends? If you
perceive in them 3 conginual negle&t of your wi.hes,,
and an oppofition to your known intereft, you will
pot credit their words., Nay, you will account
them as your enemies, who with their mouths pretend

# Heb. vi.. 8.
| S acotdnad
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pending ftorms.  For fuch trials, probably, will foon
come upon them, as will prove, that they ftand on
firm ground, and that their houfe of defence is im-
movably eftablithed. Is the miniftry of the Gofpel,
then, precious unto us? And are we giving heed to
the precepts, as well as to the promifes? Our obe-
dience, doubtlefs, is defeCtive: but does the general
praclice of our lives evince our fincerity? If fo, being .
accepted of God according to his Covenant, we fhall
be preferved in the hour of temptation, fupported and
comforted in the pains of diffolution ; and in the fo-
lemn day of accounts, when the hope of the hypo-
crite ﬂlaﬁ perith, we fhall maintain a holy confidence
and joy before the prefence of our Judge.

. But there are thofe,. who conftantly attend upon
the word of God, and yet regulate not their conduct
by it. It is proper to dete their hypocrify, and, if
poffible, to difcover them to themfelves, that they
may be awakened out of the dreams of felf-deceit, and
alarmed by a faithful reprefentation of their danger.’
"They hear the fayings of Chrift; and fo farit is well:
but they do them not. The preaching may pleafe
and aftonith them; but it has ‘no practical influence
upon their tempers and converfation; fo that they
continue as covetous, fenfual, and malicious as ever,
How abfurdly do theya&! By their religious fervices,
they feem to be preparing a houfe of defence; and
they flatter themfelves with fecurity. But the feafon
is approaching, when their folly will be expofed.
Their building will not ftand againft thofe tremen-
dous tempefts, which may be expelted to arife. It
has no foundation, not being eftablithed upon the
rock; and therefore the very firft ftorm, which beats
upon ity may level it with the ground, and bury -
them in its ruins.

And have we not occafion to lament, as Jefus did,
that many feem to hear in vain? Many, who negledt
not the ordinances, #re remifs in the common Adutes
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Let all the hearers of the Gofpel make the appli-
:ation to themfelves. It is Jefus, who yet addrefles
you by the mouth of his fervants, and to him your
sttention is demanded. What influence, then, have
she truths, which are preached, produced in your
minds? You may have been aftonithed, but have you
been ‘truly- converted by them? Remember, with
whom you have to do; it is One, whom you can-
not deceive. Though with demure appearance you
tread his courts, if you work iniquity, he will fearch
it out, and finally reject you with contempt and ab-
horrence. = He fpake on earth, and much. more.
will he fpeak from heaven ¢ with authority,” when
he fhall come with power and great glory, as the
Judge of quick and dead. % But who may abide the
day of his coming?. and who fhall ftand when-he ap-
peareth * > There are thofe, who will ¢ have con-
fidence, and not be athamed before. him at. his com-
ing t+.” -But there are mulitudes, even in his vifi-
ble Church, who fhall then be overwhelmed with con-
fufion, whilft-he will pronounce the tremendeus and
icreverfible featence, I never knew you: depart
from me.” .

¢ The Lord grant unto us,. that we may find: mercy-
of the Lord in that.day!”” Amea. ‘

#* Mal, iiie20 4.3 Jeba il ads
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JESUS CHRIST.

SECT. 1a2.

Fojus healed a leper—retired into the wildernefi—at-
tended by Pbarifees and Doctors—cured a paraiptic
—-caked Matthew, the publican—vifited bim, when
mary Publicans were prefemt—juflified bis difciples
Jir their free and [xial manner of life.

Ix every part of our Lord’s public miniftry, we
fha!l find him attended, through his different move-
ments, by immenfe multitudes. The do&rines, -
which he preached, and the miracles, which he per-
formed, generally brought together a large concourfe
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Among the crowds, which followed Jefus, after
his fermon on the mount, was a poor unhappy man,
¢ full of leprofy *.”” A malady this, which was pe=
culiarly diftrefling. For, not to obferve that it was
moft offenfive, painful, and dangerous, the Jewith
law excluded all perfons, infected with it, from pub-
lic worfhip, and from a free intercourfe with fociety,
forbidding them to dwell in any town. How wretched
~ their fituation! Here was one, who, being deeply
imprefled with a fenfe of his own mifery, carnelgly
implored relief. When he faw Jefus, having heard
of his chara&er and his wondertul works of mercy,
he applied to him with much importunity, and with
evident figns of a real dependence upon him, though,
_probably, not without a mixture of unbelief, He
worthipped him, falling dewn on his face before him,
and very ardently befought him to extend his com-
paflion to him.  Lord,” faid he, ¢ if thou wilt,
thou canft make me clean.” With a full confidence
- of his power, he yet feemed to entertain a doubt of
his willingnefs, to heal him. What a pi&ture of dif-
trefs was here!- An affliGted creature, deprived of
the main comforts of life, thut out from friends and
relations, loathfome in the fight of others, and bur-
denfome to himfelf, defpairing of obtaining deliver-
ance from men, and now prof%ratc as an humble fup- -
plicant at the feet of Jefus! And did the Saviour ever!
turn away from fuch an obje&, or difregard fuch an’
application? No; his heart was ever fufceptible of
the tendereft pity; and, therefore, no fooner was the’
defire exprefled, than it was granted in its full extent,’
For inftantly, at his word, the malady was removed,’
and aperfeg cure wrought. He upbraided not the
leper with his diftruft, but, to demonftrate that his
grace is equal to his power, and that he is as ready as’
he is able to relieve every needy petitioner, which

® Mat, viiis 35mge Mk is 40==45. Luke v. 32—=16. -
{eened
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The minifters of Chrift are often placed in 2 fimi-
lar fituation, being furrounded by thofe, who are un-
friendly, and difpofed to find fault. Such hearers
may properly be faid to be ¢ fitting by;” for they
come to pafs their judgment on the fermon, not to
be inftructed from it; and, therefore, they criticife
both the preacher and his doétrine with malevolence
and feverity. The fervant of the Lord, however,
though his own feelings may be hurt, muft fill per-
fift in the faithful difcharge of his office, nor conceal
any part of the truth, even while he knows that he'
fhall excite oppofition by it. :

When Jefus was thus attended, a poor difabled
paralytic was brought before him. The crowd about
the houfe prévented all accefs to him; but fuch was
the eagernefs of the afli¢ted man and bis friends to
obtain relief, that with great pains and difficulty he
was taken up to the roof, and let down by cords,
probably into the court yard, where our Lord might
be preaching. . ' |

Perhaps, this particular method of application arofe
from ignorance and unbelief, as it feemed to imply,
that the Saviour could not work the cure at a dif-
tance. He’did not, however, upbraid them with
their weaknefs; but, confidering their conduét as an
evidence of faith, he received them gracioufly, and
encouraged the palfied perfon by an aflurance of the
pardon of his fins. A bleffing this, which does not
appear to have been folicited or defired. But fo free
and extenfive is the mercy of our Gad, that all, who
apply to him with real fincerity of heart, fhall find
him ¢ able to de exceeding dbundantly above all that
they afk or think.” .

‘The declaration of Jefus,, which denoted his fove-
reign majefty and divine power, difpofed his captious
hearers to raife a formidable objection againft him,
They argued within themfelves, that he was guilty of
the groffeft impiety in the claim, which he ZWad fex
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mefs againft us, that-our tranfgreflions are very many,
1et us go to him with an humble reliance upon’ his
mercy, and fay, ¢ Lord, thou only canft remove my
load of guilt; extend thy compaffion to me; affare
me of thy favour; and fpeak peace to my foul, that I
may depart with deepeft impreflions of gratitude and
love, glorifying God.” - : o
" As Jefus retired from Capernaum toward the fea-
fhore, {xc fixed his eye upon a certain publican, named
Matthew or Levi, who was bufily employed in his
occupation, as a tax-gatherer, “ fitting at the receipt
‘of cuftom,” and immediately called him to be his
difciple ®*, 'The office of publicans was odious to
the Jews, and, as their bufinefs expofed them to
thany temptations, thej were generally perfons of an
infamous charaCter; fo that it became proverbial to
join ¢ publicans and finners” together. But by our
'Lord’s condu&t we are taught to defpife no man,
whatever he may have been.  Jefus can pardon, and
can fan&ify, and difdains not even thofe, who have
been moft atrocious offenders: nay, he feems purs
'})o_fely to have chofen fome of this very ftamp, that
e might difplay the greatnefs of his mercyy and to
encourage the hopes of all, who are willing-to fubmit
unto him, however delperate "their cafe: may appear
to be. In certain inflances, we perceive, he has
fought after them, without waiting for their applicas
tion, and conftrained them, by the dilcovery of his
Jove and the influence of bis gpirit, to forfake their
beloved purfuits, and to follow him. :
" Such, we apprehend, was the cafe of Matthew.
He was immerfed in.all the hurry of bufinefs, whichk
was advantageous, though not honourable, probably
without any ferious care or defire of a fpiritual nas
ture, when-Jefus looked upon him, and required him
te renounce his fecular gains, and become one of his

? ?’h_t.xx. 9. M“kii' 13, 14 Luke va 23, 9% .
' T Qe
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dafpifed attendants. Nlany, alfo, among ourfelves,
who f=cm ot to have had any previous preparation
of heart, any folemn confideration or convictions of
religion, are fuddenly awzkened in the midft of va-
r.ou- fchemes of vanity and fin. A thought is darted
in upon tncir minds, as quick and as effetual as the
word fpoken to '\1.:::'.:w, in confequence of which
they immed azely covet and feek for that acquaintance
with Jefus, wai ien they difdained before. ‘The tran-
fizion from one cour{z to 2nother is rapid ; and the
change, in every view of it, is truly wonderful. Yet,
we fee, it is carv for ril'r', wh~ has ‘accefs to the con-
{cience, to proluce it in an inftant.  The call given
to Matthew, thouzh urged upon him by no motives
or perfuafions wine ever, went with a powerful im-
predfion to his heart, and fucceeded. He ¢ conferred
not with flefn and blood,” but cbeyed the fummons
without hefitaticn, cheerfully relinquithing his lucra-
tive poft, and entering on the fervice of a poor and
defpifcd Mafter. ¢ He arofz, and left all, and fol-
lowed him.” From that time he was numbered
among the difciples of Jefus, and afterwards cho(en
to be an Apottie.
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God in Chrift Jefus? It matters little, in what way,
or by what particular means, this has been eﬂ'e&e.t{ :
but are we really influenced to follow the Saviour?
Matthew, doubtlefs, was condemned for his conduct,
as a wild vifionary or a weak enthufiaft: nor need
we wonder, if we come under fuch cenfures for our
attachment to Jefus. ¢ Let us go forth, bearing his
reproach,”” and be folicitous only to approve ourfelves
unto God. .

Some time after this occurrence, we find the young
convert entertaining his beloved Mafter at his own
houfe. It may not be eafy to fix the precife date of
the vifit; but perhaps it will be moft fuitable to con-
fider it here, while K/Iatthew’s chara&er is before us.
Perhaps to thew his grateful regard to the Saviour,
and to recommend him to the notice and efteem of
his former acquaintance, at leaft to give them an op-
portunity of receiving benefit from his converfation,
he provided a large feaft, at which he invited many
publicans, and others of a fimilar ftamp, to be prefent
with Jefus *. We admire the condefcenfion of this
exalted Gueft, who was willing to mix with any com-
pany, where there was a profpet of ufefulnefs, and
who, upon the occafion now mentioned, converfed
in a familiar manner with perfons of an ignominious
reputation, But his condu& again called forth the
enmity of the Scribes and Pharifees, who, with a
pretence of fuperior fantity, held all others in the ute
moft contempt, and could not bear that favourable
notice fhould be taken of any befides themfelves.
They feemed to infinuate, that Jefus, by a free com-
munication with men of an infamous chara&er, ap-
peared as the patron of iniquity. He replied, that he
did not maintain an intercourfe with them, as a par-
taker or encourager of their evil deeds, but from a
real defire to fave their precious-fouls, juft as a phy-

# Matt, ix. J0m=17, Mark iis 1522, Luke v, 29, &
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«<ation ‘would be unfuitable to their fituation, as they
were then rejoicing  in the prefence of the heavenly
Bridegroom. He had, ‘alfo, another reafon to ofter,
which he illuftrated by certain fimilitudes taken from
the common concerns. of life. Some of thofe, whom
the had attached to himfelf, had beén ftrangers to that
‘humiliation, which would afterwards be neceflary for .
them; and, therefore, in a wife and compaflionate re-
gard to their weaknefs, and even to their former pre-
judices, he would not put them upon fevere trials or
duties, for which their ftrength was infufficient, but
he defigned to lead them on gradually, as they were.
able to bear it. A different treatment might have
had the worft effe&ts, in making them averfe to his
fervice, 'which they might be difpofed to confider as
rigorous and intolerable.

This exhibits a pleafing reprefentation of the man-
. ner, in which he deals with his people now. He
proportions their difficulties to their ability. Many
things, both in do&rire and praltice, to which they
would violently obje& upon their firlt converfion,
thiey are brought by degtees to fubmit ta, approve,
and admite. When they enter on the Chriltian
courfe, they are generally favoured with peculiar con-
folations, and know little ‘of thofe burdens, by which
others are opprefled. The Bridegroom is with them ;
and they rejoice in his prefence. Indeed, he never -
deferts them ; but as they advance in wifdom, ftrength,
and courage, he calls them out to feverer exercifes;
and then frequently the clear manifeftations of his
love are withdrawn from them, and they are weighed
down with many heavy afliGtions and temptations.
.Such was the divine conduét towards the children of
Ifrac', when they were led about through the wilder-
nefs, and not by the dire& road to Canaan, that they
might gradually be prepared for thofe fharp conflicts,
which they had to fuftain ®*.  Let us praife hm fot

# Exod. xiiis 37, 18.
X






them, as we do, put fuch henour upon them.

"~ When he came to Jerufalem, an opportunity foon
offered for the exercife and difplay of. his power and
compaffion ®. A poer difabled man, who had re-
mained in a ftate of entire impotency for thirty-eight
years, lay at the pool of Bethefda, waiting in expec~
tation of a cure from the miraculous motion of the
water, whichit pleafed God to' appoint at certain
{eafons, for the healing of the moft inveterate difeafes.
This affited perfon attratted the notice of Jefus,
who even prevented an application, and, without re-

- ® Joha v, 1, &c,
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cciving fo much as a petition for relief, (the crippld
probably, knowing nothing of his charaéter) inftantly
by a word reftored his ftrength, and commanded him
to give full and public proof of his recovery, by tak-
ing up his bed and walking.

‘The fupernatural effet was manifeft; and we
might have thought the conclufion from it fo obvious,
that all muft acknowledge it. But the fuperRitious
Pharifces immediately objefted to it, becaufe the
work had been performed, and the man had carried
away his couch, on the fabbath day. Hypocrites,
we find, are generally attentive to outward obfer-
vances, while they are content to be deftitute of real
religion in their hearts. The perfon, who was cured,
rightly argued, that he, who had fo wonderfully re-
moved his difcale, could not be fuppofed to require
him to do, what was finful. They, however, pro-
bably fu.’pcéﬁn% that Jefus was the author of the mi-
racle, were defirous to bring him forward to publi¢
view, that they might accufe him. But in the mean:
time, he had judged it proper, either through modefly -
or prudence, to retire from their obfervation, before

Afa. . __3. :.3%__1
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‘The ¢ircumftance, here related, may reprefs ouc
wonder, when we hear the bafeft mifreprefentations.
of excellent chara&ers and the moft benevolent con-
du&. Thofe, who are followers of Jefus, muft ex-
pe&t to pafs through evil report, as he did, and thould
fot be ftaggered in their minds, though they hazard
the lofs of every thing, even when they exert them-
felves moft earneftly for the honour of God and the
“benefit of their fellow-creatures. “ Though war
fhould rife againft them,” let them ¢ not be weary
in well-doing.” :

_Jefus, then, was called to account for what he had.
done, probably in a public manner, and, as it thould
{eem, before-the Sanhedrim, the great council of the
‘nation. There he ftood arraigned as a criminal;
and yet, when put upoa his defence, he fpake as the
{overeign Lord of all, pofleffing full authority to con-~
demn and deftroy his aocufers. With an inexpref-
fible dignity he declared, ¢ My Father worketh hi-
therto, and I work ;> as if lie had faid, * My Fathét
is continually carrying on his works of providence,
and ceafeth not on fabbath days from exercifing his
Almighty power for the fupport of the creation; and
I, who maintain the fame dominion, and a& in the fame
abfolute manner, am no more to be reftrained and li-
mited in my operations, by thofe rules, which muft di-
rect the condu& of creatures.” If this be, as it evident=
1y appears, the fair import of his words, we wonder
not that the Jews, who détermined not to acknow-
ledge his divinity, confidered him as a blafphemer,
for this plain reafon, that “ he made himfelf equal
with God.” This charge, therefore, they immedi-
ately urged againft him; and he replied to it withoue
fear or referve. He took occafion from it to enter
upon a full vindication of himfelf, afferting the high
dignity of his charatter and the offices he fuftair--
and warning them of their danger in oppofinr
The whole of his fpeech is inconceivably ©
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etwetiully if it be underftood to be addrefied o the
rulars of the people, ccllected in their grand afiembly,
and fitting in judgment upon him.

tlad they nuftaken his words, or drawn a falfe and
mifchicvuus conclufion from them (as they certainly
did, if he be not very Ged), he would inftantly have
corre@ed the error, and explained his meaning more
explicily. But, fo for from contradi@ing, he allow-
ed und confirmed, their inference.  For he proceed-
cd to declare, that * what things foever the Father
dotth, thefe alfo doeth the Son likewife,” not only
prrtorming the fame operations, but conducing them
m the fame n apner, with an equal difplay of fupreme
and fovereign authority. And is it not, then, a fair
dedultion, that the Father and the Son, who are con-
fefledly united in their plans of adtion, are onein na-
ture, and poflefs the very fame perfe&ions? He re-
ferred them to fome fhionger teftimonies of his Om-
nipotence, than had already been given by the cure
of the Jame man, and obferved, that in two particular
inftances his dignity, as the Son of God, would be
manifefted, to their aftonithment. ‘The one was, his
rettening of life to the dead. accordino ta his awn
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the former, is, in effe@, denied to the latter. Of
what fort, then, is their religion, who are attempting
the degradation of the Saviour? With all their pre-
tences of veneration for the God of heaven, they are
here exprefsly declared to be his enemies.
* Accordingly, the Lord Jefus, in the moft folemn
" manner, demanded the attention of his judges, repre-
fenting himfelf as the grarid fource of all fpiritual
blefings, and requiring them to fubmit to him, and
depend upon him, as the author and giver of everlait-
ing life. To fix a deeper impreflion on their minds,
he fet before them the awful proccedings of the laft
day, when théy thould hear his voice, awakening
them from their graves, and ftand at his bar, to re-
ceive their fmal fentence from his mouth.

It is obje&ed to the doitrine, which afferts his
Deity, that he faid on this very occafion, ¢ I can of
mine own felf do nothing;” clearly implving an ori-
ginal fubjection and inferiority to the Father. But
we apprehend, that no fuch conclufion can be fairly
drawn from his exprefions. True it is, that ¢ the
‘Son can do nothing of himfelf;”” that is, he can have
no diftin& plan of his own, nor can he act feparately
from, or in oppofition to, the Father: fuch is thei
union, and perfe& agreement together.

But does not Jefus defcribe himfelf as fubordinate
and dependent? Doubtlefs, there is a {enf, in which
he is fo. He fpeaks of a commiflion which. he had
received, and of an authority with which he was in-
trufted,. from the Father. But this may properly be
referred to his mediatorial office, and does not prove
any difference or inequality, previous to his voluntary
aflumption of that office. In that capacity he fub-
mits to be a fervant, and aéls by exprefs dire&ions
from “the Father, and in fubje&ion to his will.
% Becaufe he is the Son of man,” havirig taken our
nature upon him, and appeared in the likenefs of fin-
ful flefh, he is, in this refpect and for this very v
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fon, inferior to the Father, and is fent and appointed
by him. Yet the chara&er he fuftain<, and the afts
he performs, as Mediator, cleasly manifeft his Divi-
nity: for no- created being in earth or beaven pof-
-fefles powers fufficient for them.

Are we, then, in danger of rendering too much
bonour to Jefus, or of exalting him higher than he
dgferves? Who does not tremble at the fuggeftion?
But have we indeed obtained fuitable conceptions of
his dignity? and are we habitually giving him the
glory due unto him? Let us fear, left we come
under the condemnation of thofe, *“ who honour not
the Son.” If ‘we are difaffe@ed to him, and unwil-
ling to pay him profound and fupreme adoration, we
are fundamentally and dangeroufly wrong.  For itis
i litpenfably required, that; as we believe in God the
Faher, we fhould alfo believe in his Son Jefus
Chrift. )

He proceeded to ftate certain decifive proofs, in
fupport of the claims, which he made. QOur reafon
i« appealed to, in confirmation of our faith : and evi-
dence, in abundance, may be adduced, to convince
us that cur hely refizion is no foolith fancy, or bafe
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He referred them to his own miracles, in’attefti-
tion of his divine miffion. He performed fuch won-
derful works, as human powers were unequal to;
-and thefe, therefore, fufficiently evinced, that he
could not be a deceiver, but that he was indced,
what he had uniformly maintained, the Saviour that
thould come into the world.

He alleged, that his Father alfo had borne witnefs
of him; which he had done, not anly by the extra-
ordinary gifts communicated to him, but by an ex-
prefs declaration “ from the exceilent glory,” that
Jefus was his beloved Son. Such an evidence as
this had not been vouchfafed on any other occafion.
Yet to what purpofe was it then given? Alas! it ren-
dered many the more inexcufable for their unbelief;

as they hardened their hearts againit convition.

‘ He direted them, likewife, to the teftimony of
the holy feriptures. T'hefe were the writings of tie
old Teftament, the authenticity of which they all
ackriowledged, and to which they profefled to pay a
very high regard. To thef: divine oracles he made
a folemn appeal, in vindication of his own claims,
and argued their inconfiftency, who, with vaft pre-
tences of réverenze for the facred records, rejected
the very Saviour, whom they all pointed out. 'Their
infpired authors are witneI{es of Chrift, either by
“$ypes, promifes, or prophecies; and, fince Jefus has
exaltly fulfilled thofe ancient defcriptions, they illuf-
trate and confirm bis declarations. How ftrange is
ity theén, that any, who have the Bible in their hands,
fhould remain in ignorance of him ! How abfurd and
finful is the general inattention of men to the impor-
tant contents of that book, wbich they allow to be a
revelation from heaven! '

Thus Jefus endeavoured to convince the Jews of
_his charaéter and-miffion, and of the juftice of thofe

claims, which he advanced. And are not wg a®~
interefted in the fubject? Do we, tnen, teceiveC
: K
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is the ftate of your minds, while you difcover the ut-
moft difdain for infinite excellencg, and repay the
tendereft love with hatred! Your wickednefs is of a
heinous nature, and highly aggravated. You defpif=
« the Lord of glory,” the Son of God, « who thought
it no robbery to be equal with God.”” You pay no
" regard to the united teftimonies of earth and heaven
in his favour. You fcorn the kindeft and richeit
offers, ever made to man. You. are unwilling to
bow to him, whom Angels worfhip, or to be in-
debted to -him for the life of your fouls, which muit
imevitably perith without him. You fet light by his
unparalleled condefcenfions and labours of love: and,
in defiance of all admonitions and threatenings, you are
rufhing on, with fteady courfe, to certain and ever-
lafting damnation.

It is proper, by thefe repeated warnings, to call
your attention to your own perilous condition. But
how little éffe& is produced by fuch folemn reproofs'!
Probably after our Lord’s addrefs, his accufers and
judges were filenced, and reftrained by an awfu! im-
preflion upon their minds from proceeding to any
a& of violence againft him. So poffibly ma\ you,
who are his avowed oppofers, for a feafon at lea?, be
convinced and alasmed by thefe faithful reprefea:atons
of your guilt and danger., You may fecm to renn-
quith your obje&ions, and yet perfevere in unb:lief,
and be deftroyed for ever. Moft tremendous thougnt !
May it pleafe God, not only to awaken your feais,
but to fubdue the enmity of your hearts! Then you
will not ceafe to pray, “ O Lord, fulfil in us all the
good pleafure of thy goodnefs, and the work of faith
with power I’
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from mount Sinai; and He, who ordained it, has a
right to difpenfe with to modify, or alter it, as He
pleafes. It was, therefore, a fufficient vindication of
his followers, in the circumftances now mentioned,
that they a&ted in his fervice and by his permiffion.
" It becomes us, alfo, to regard ¢ the Son of man"
as ¢ the Lord of the Sabbath.” In this view, we
fhould obferve that facred feafon out of obedience to
his command, and feek the enjoyment of his prefence
and favour, as the grand objelt of it. We believe
it to have been agreeable to his will, if not by his ex-
prefs diretions, that a change fhould be introduced,
and that the firft, inftead of the laft, day of the week
fhould be kept holy to Him. This is now diftin-
guifhed by a new and more honourable name, “ the
Lord’s day:”” He claims it as his own, in a peculiar
manner; and he has laid us under frefh and greater
obligations to fan&ify it, by rifing from the dead, and
‘blefling his Church with the miraculous effufions of
his Spirit, on that very day. In this alteration it is
not implied, that the fabbath itfelf is abrogated, or
that any thing is taken away, eflential to the original
inftitution, which prefcribes fuch a portion of our
time to be fet apart for God. But rather, according
" to this reprefentation, if Jefus be ¢ the Lord of the
fabbath,” the appointment is confirmed, and its con-
tinuance among Chriftians is ordained by him.

Soon after the incident lat mentioned, we find
him combating the fame, or fimilar, objections of the
Pharifees., ¢ On another fabbath,” probably in fome
city of Galilee, he attended the public worthip of
God at the fynagogue, as his cuftom was; and there
alfo he took the opportunity of teaching the people®,
Here again we are inftruted to be thankful, that we
have :io'ufe of prayer, to which we can refort, and
that divine, ordinances are adminiftered among o

* Mat. xii, ge21, Mack iily 1120 Lake vy Geert’
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if we are not, in one refpect or another, a&uated by
a fimilar fpirit. What, then, will the iffue be? What
can you expe, in profecuting a conteft againft Him,
who has all power in his hands? O « kifs the Son,
left he be angry, and ye perith from the way, when
his wrath is kindled but a little ® I

It fhould feem, that, even in our own times, fome
unfair and mifchizvous conclufions have been drawn
from our Lord’s conduét upon the fabbath, and his
vindication of himfelf. Many, clearly, think them<
felves authorized ta purfue their worldly projedts of
bufinefs and pleafure. But is there any thing, in
what he has faid or done, to countenance fuch a prac-
tice? Do we perceive in him any contempt of the
facred day? Or can we infer more from his example,
than this, that works of piety, charity, and neceffiy
may be attended to? We afk, then, Are thefe the
only calls, which you regard on the fzafon, fet apart
for holy reft? Have you not taken pains to explin
away all obligations to a ftri% and ferious obfervance
of the fabbath; as if, at leaft, the Gofpel had fo far
rcleafed us from them, that every man is now at li-
berty to profecute his own plans, as intereft or con-
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tually negle® and thamefully violate the duty? We
fee them deferting the houfe and miniftry of God,
ready to join in every fcheme of idlenefs, vanity, and
diffipation, or elfe fo engrofled with fecular cares, that
‘their thoughts and aftettions cannot be raifed to any
higher objeéts; and yet they with to be complimented
as good Chriftians. How ftrange and grievous an
inconfiftency is this!

‘The fame ardent zeal, for the glory of God and
‘the ‘falvation of men, continued to aétuate the Sa-
viour. Intending to appoiat certain perfons, out of
his conftant attendants, to the Apoftlethip, he previ-
oufly retired for fecret prayer to a2 mountain, where
probably an oratory was erefted *, that he might en-

age the divine blefling upon the inftitution: aud fo
%crvent was his devotion, that he remained all night
in the fame fpiritual exercife +. A whole night fpent
in importunate fupplications to God! Ah! at how

reat a diftance do we ftand from this eminent ex-
ample! Would not a fingle hour, fo employed, feem
a wearinefs to us? Yet furely we mutft allow the pro-
priety and neceflity of confecrating fome portions of
‘our time to the fame pious purpofe. Efpecially, when
our minds are fixed upon any important fcheme or
undertaking (and what can be more important than
the ordination of perfons for the work of the facrsd
miniftry?) a more than common length of holy re-
tirement, and an unufual earneftnefs in prayer, will
be requifite, that we may proceed to it with right
principles, and prevail with our God to aflit and
profper us in it.

After fuch a preparation, very early in the morn-
ing Jefus called together his difciples, or ftated fol-
lowers, who by their previous acquaintance with him
had been in fome meafure trained up for the fervice;

* Prid. Conne®. vol. iv. p. §57.
4 Mak iii. 13~19¢ Luke vi. 1249
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But, turning to others of an oppofite chara&er, he.
defcribed their awful cafe, and denounced the moft
tremendous wwoes againft them. Let thofe, in the
prefent day, who are deftitute of true religion, hear
their doom declared, and fear for themfelves. They
perceive not their need of any fpiritual bleflings, nor
feel any ardent defires to obtain th: grace revealed in
the Gofpel. Wuatever temporal advantages, there-
fore, or fenfual pleafures they may now enjoy, they
are wretched; fince they “ have neither part nor lot
in this matter.”  Poflibly, they may abound in
wealth, and be able to command every gratification, -
which a carnal heart may covet; they may live in -
fplendour, gaiety, and diffipation; they may be ad-
mired and applauded amongft men; but the day of
their calamity is coming; for their expiring breath
will conclude all their comfort and their glory, nor
can any thing await them beyond the grave, except
tribulation and anguith, thame and everlafting con-
tempt.

. After fuch alarming declarations, Jefus proceeded
to deliver various precepts, which prove the peculiar
holinefs of his religion, and are of general ufe to all
his profefled difciples, for the regulatﬁn of their tem~
pers and conduét.

He enjoined: the exercife of forgivenefs and love
towards the moft violent and malignant perfecutors,
together with the practice of univerfal and difinte-
refted benevalence. But to return kindnefs for in-
juries, bleflings for curfes, how oppolfite to the pride,
envy, anger, and refentment of our fallen nature!
To do good, without the profpect of.prefent recom-
pence or advantage, and without exception of perfons,
how contrary to the felfilh, contrated notions of
men! Yet'only by fuch an enlarged beneficence can
we prove ourlelves to be partakers of the grace of
Chrift, and the children of the Higheft, who extes
his bencfits to all, .
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*The fincere believer comes to Chrift, receives with
an humble mind the doétrines of grace, and by an ex-
emplary life proves, that the word, which he has heard,
has produced its right influence upon him. His truft
is bui't on an immovable bafis: ¢ the rock of ages’
is the fure foundation, on which he refts. Trials and
temptations, like heavy ftorms, may beat upon him3
but nothing fhall be able to overthrow his hope, or
difappoint his expeation. The hypocrite may liften
to, and perhaps zealoufly contend for, the pure fyftem
of the Gofpel; but he advances no farther. He de-
pends on his accurate notions and diftinctions, or his
compliance with the forms and ceremonies of reli~
gion, while he feels not its inward energy. He will,
therefore, be left defencelefs and unfupported in the
day of his calamity: “ the overflowing thower’” of
divine indignation fhall fuddenly caft him down, and *
fweep him away into everlafting deftru&ion.

Such were the folemn admonitions of the Saviour.
‘They have been offered to our notice. before; but
furely we may bear the repetition of them again and
again. They are at all times interefting, feafonable,
and neceffary. May they lead us to a ftri& and im-
partial examination of our own hearts! What, then,
is our charaéter? what our expeitation beyond the
grave? If we call ourfelves the difciples of Jefus,
what is the regard we pay him? Do we give him ar;y
thing more than a bare compliment? Or are our af-
feQions and general habits regulated by an unfeigned
obedience to his will? What benefit do we derive
from hearing the Gofpel? Or what fruits of righte-
oufnefs do we produce? Thefe important enquiries
naturally arife from the fubject before us; and they
claim our moft ferious confideration. Let us exa-
mine the foundation, on which our edifice refts, finc
-we are building for eternity. How terrible wi’
the confufion of the ungodly, when ¢ the hail

"Vou. 11J. . L
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fweep away their refuge of lies, and the waters fhall
overflow their hiding-place #!”” But may we,  be-
ing rooted and grounded in the love™ of Chrift, ftand
faﬁ in the faith, againft every affault on earth, and
then appear at the laft awful day with confidence and
exceeding joy, through the merits and mediation of
our Lonf a.m{ Saviour Jefus Chrit! Amen.

® Ifa. xxviiis 17,
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S$ECT. 13

efus healed a Centurion’s [ervant—raifed a widw’s
Jon to life—teflified of Fobn the Baptifi—Ilamented
over the impenitent—encouraged the contrite—dined
with a Pharifee, and vindicated the woman, who flood
as a mourning penitent at his feet.

AMoNGsT the various incidents, which meet us
in the life of Jefus, none will be found of a trifling
or uninterefting nature. Every thing in this hiftor
is extraordinary, and replete with inftru&ion. Eac
ficp that we advance will furnifh us with frefh proofs
of his divine chara&ter and miflion, and at the fame
time with renewed inftances of his condefcending
and compaffionate regard to our miferable and guilty
race. May every view of him conftrain us to cry
out, with admiration and gratitude, ¢ Blefled be the
Lord God of Ifrael, for he hath vifited and redeemed
his p'eople., and hath raifed up an horn of falvation for
us * .,’

After the folemn addrefs, which Jefus delivered to
his difciples in the audience of the people, he retired
to Capernaum, his moft ufual refidence . Where-
‘ever he went, opportunities of exerting his benevo-
lence were offered, which he readily embraced. In
this city, a man of good reputation, who, it thould

® Luke i, 68,69, 4 Mat. viii. §5~13. Luke vii. 1—10
b L2 feu
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feem, attended to the worfhip of the true God, 1
Centurion, or a Captain in the Roman army, having
heard of Jefus, of his character, and the muracles he
had wrought, applied to him, to come and heal 2
favourite fervant at the point of death. The Gentile
foldier difcovered a remarkable degree of humility and
faith, upon the occafion. Thinking himfelf. un-
worthy to folicit the kind notice of fo exalted a Per-
fonage, he prevailed on fome of the principal Jews
in the place, to prefcnt and {fecond his petition. Je-
{us, who was ever inclined to fuccour the aflited,
immediately confented to comply with their requeft.
But the Centurion, athamed to give him the trouble,
and conceiving it to be an unfuitable thing, that b
thould receive fuch a vifitant in his houfe, believi

alfo that he was able to perform the cure at a di

tance, fent another deputation of his friends, and
then at laft went forth himfelf to meet Jefus, entreat-
ing him to proceed no farther, but only by his power-
ful word to command the health of the fervant tobe
reftored. < Even I, faid he, ¢¢ who am fubjeé to
the authority of another, as I have foldiers under my
control, no fooner iflue out my orders, than theyare
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kingdonr of glory, whilft thofe, who prefumed upon
their exclufive right to it, fhould be condemmned to a
ftate of everlafting torment and defpair. This con-
veys a fuitable admonition to us. We obferve, that
there is no fituation or condition of life, however un-
favourable, in which the grace of God may not pro-
duce eminent inftances of real religion. And it
thould excite our thankfulnefs, to meet with any one,.
under great difadvantages of education and in the
midft of many fnares, like this officer in the Roman:
army, humbled with a deep conviltion of extreme
unworrthinefs, and entertaining high and honourable
thoughts of Jefus. He did not ftoop too low, when:
Be faid, ¢ Lord, I am not worthy, that thou fhouldft
come under my roof;’ for the moft exalted monarch
in the world might properly adopt the fame confef-
fion. And fhall not we remember and acknowledge,
that we deferve no tokens of the Saviour’s kind re~
gard, and that, if FHe deign to vifit us, it muft be af--
cribed to bis own wonderful condefcenfion and mercy?
But do we poflefs the faith of the Centurion? Or, do
we not, rather, diftruft the power of Chrift? We
are favoured, not above the Gentiles only, but everr
more than the ancient Jews ; {othat we may be called:
& the children of the kingdom.”> Yet have we not
occafion to fear, that many, who are deftitute of our
privileges, may rife up in judgment to condemn us?
And would:it not aggravate our mifery,. to fee them:
admitted into heaven, whilft we ourfelves are excluded:
for ever?

The requefk of the Centurion was granted, and:
his confidence in Jefus proved to be well founded.
He was difmifled in peace, and his fervant inftantly
seftored to- the full- vigour of. health, merely by the-
efficacious word of the great Phyfician. Nor will:
gny be finally difappointed: of their hope in Him. We:
. fhould entertain large expectations, from a perfuaic
" of: his ability to fave: amdL a ftrong, unfaken &
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in him will infallibly fecure his blefing to our
fouls. ) .
After this miracle, it is probable that the fame of
Jefus was celebrated, and that, in.confequence, the
number of his followers increafed. The malritude,
indeed, fo preffed upon him, that he had no leifure to
take proper refrefhment: and fo inceffant was his at-
tention to them, that his friends interfered, blaming
him for an excefs of zeal, and with much vehemence
importuning him to defift from his labours, as inju-
rious to himfelf, and even denoting a degree of infa-
nity *, Peculiar oceafions may juftify and demand
fuch ardent exertions, as to fome may appear needlefs
and extravagant. Nay, the very fervency, which st
all times becomes the fervant of Chrift, will be ac-
counted by the world a fure mark of weaknefs or de-
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her tears. But what confolation could he adminifter
to one, who feemed to have loft her all? « Is an
thing too hard for the Lord?”’ He fhewed himfelf
ftronger than death; for inftantly, with a divine ma-
. jefty and authority, as the Almighty Lord, ¢ who
quickeneth whom he willy” he fpake the word, and
the dead revived. He reftored to the difconfolate wi-
dow her beloved child, in all the vigour of life; and
thus ¢ gave unto her, beauty for afhes, the oil of joy
for mourning, the garment of praife for the fpirit of
heavinefs.”

What an aftonithing exhibition both of mercy and
of might! We are at a lofs to know, which of them
we fhould moft admire. No wonder, that an event
{o uncommon, and inconteftably miraculous, impreff=
ed the minds of all the fpeltators with a ferious awe,
and conftrained them to acknowledge, that an illuf-
trious prophet had rifen up among them, and that
God had again vifited his peculiar people. And fhall
not we, alfo, be ftruck with a holy fear and reverence
- of the Saviour, while we contemplite his actions?
Does not the occurrence before us clearly prove his
divine miffion? Why, then, do not all receive him,
as coming from heaven to inftru&t and redeem his
Church? . Alas! but few are. convinced; or, their
convi&ions are very fuperficial. Many will not ex-
amine the -evidence with ferious attention, but, in
proud or carelefs contempt, turn away both their
eyes and their ears from the truth. Others, we ob-
ferve with grief, though obliged by the ftrength of
argument to affent to the Gofpel, fail of that un-
feigned and fupreme regard, which is due to Jefus.
The! may feel an impreffion of terror upon their
minds, like the inhabitants of Nain, and confefs, that
¢ a great Prophet is rifen up,”” while they refufe to
fubmit or liften to the dorines, which he delivers.
How ftrange and fatal an iniimﬁﬁency is this!

4
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Trimthes taz i2onefs of Jelis cowards the
zel,, we fhe! learn from tne exzm:le,
nrafiltad wics indaels and compaf-
.= eut <ur hands {0 their relief.  But
Ji Tamy iscur pity: foc. im mzny cafes,
s remeve, of miag.te, difirefs afe
¢ zlens can adminuiter feicable and
ca.ce. O £x your attention upen
1t are overwaslmed wich trouble, whole
.¢ been your meat duy and nighe!” He
tinIlv 1.3 yCur weerinZ into jor, and your
npiants 100 wiud thancizings, by accomplicning
de.lverznce in a way, Wrica 0 you may feem impof-
£5e. F-r what cina. t =is power efet? Or what
wi.l not his iove be difpofed to grant, if really expea
cient for you? Death, inlesd, may rob you cf thole
wrno were the delight of your eves, and the defire of
ycur hearts, and the grave m2y derin them; yet,
under the preflure of this calamity, you are taught to
rejoice in Jefus, as “ the Reiwrrection and the Life,”
who will thortly break up the manfions of the dead,
and reftore to you every dear friend, who has dev
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felves to Him, after John’s deceafe. They beheld
the wonderful exertions of his power and mercy: for
in their prefence, while they ftood before him, he
healed all manner of difeafes, caft out devils, and re-
flored fight to-the blind.. He referred them, there—
fore, to his works for a decifive proof of his charac-
ter, and dire€ted them to carry a faithful relation to-
Jobn, of what. they had feen and heard, that they
might all perceive-the ancient prophecies, concerning.
the Saviour of the world, to be fulhlled in*him. At
the fame time he added, that it would be happy for
them, if they fhould not be ftaggered in their minds,.
or influenced by the prevailing prejudices .and objec-
tions againft him. It is of importance to ourfelves:
alfo, to be affured.that Jefus is no deceiver,. that he-
exhibited the ftrongeft teftimonies of his own divine-
miffion, and, therefore,. that our faith refts on a fure-
foundation. Yet many reje&t him: and it is allow-
ed, that there are fuch things, relating to Him, -his
do&rines, and adherents, as may. give offence to-fu-
perficial and captious obfervers, and fuch as proud
ard fenfual minds can. never relith. In this view,.
blefled indeed are they, who have themfelves efcaped:
or furmounted thefe difficulties, and who are not led
away by the exceptions of others.-

Our Lord took occafion from the vifit' of John’s
difciples, to-addzefs the multitude concerning the Bap-.
tift, who had once been extremely popular amongfE
them, He fpaké of him in the moft honourable-
terms, as being ftedfaft both in his preaching and-
praflice, not eafily (haken like a reed with the wind,.
not feeking the pomps of: the world or fenfual grati--
Fcations,. but as a-man of fingular-aufterity.and felf-
denial. He declared him to be fuperior, in.fome re-
fpedts, to all the ancient prophets, efpecially.as being:
the Harbinger of Meffiah; and preparing the way for/
his reception. He remarked the peculiar ardour, .tos_
which. fome had beéen I<ixcitecl_ by his mirikey, woor

.- - Lgs
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feemad as if they would gain an admiffion into the
heavenly kingdom by a holy violence; and yet he
lameated the awful condition of thofe, who rejeGed
both the Baptift, and the Saviour, whom he came to
introduce. He was led, therefore, to complain of
the perverfenefs of that generation, who had difeo-
vered the moft abfurd prejudices againft them, and
condemned the one and the other, though for differ-
ent and oppofite reafons; fo that there appeared no.

{pe@ of obtaining any acceptance with them.
E;tzcv had refufed their attention to John, on account
of his aufterities, as if he were a melancholy, dif-
tratted man, under the pofleflion of an evil fpirit:
and now they calumniated Jefus, for the freedom of
his intercourfe with men of all charalters, as if he
were himfelf addicted to intemperance, and a patron
of the diflolute and abandoned. Yet the Saviour re-
joiced, that, amid(t thefe various mifreprefentations,
there were thofe, who perceived and approved the
wifdom of their condu&. -

The application to ourfelves is obvious. Many,
in our own day, betray a frowardnefs and malignity
of temper, fimilar to that of the ancient Pharifees.



to many of high aitainments in literature, as it is to
fome of inferior parts and mean rank in life, we are
conftrained to be filent in the duft, or rathér, with
the Saviour, to adore the fovcreignty of the awful dif-
penfation.

At the fame time, however, to encourage thofe
humble penitents, who, under a convi&ion of their
guilt, might be ready to fear, that the condemnation,
he had denounced, would fall upon them, he repre-
fented his own fupreme authority and divine perfec-
tions, commenfurate to thofe of the Father, and then
declared his peculiar tendernefs and grace to all, who
might be bowed down with a fenfe of their fin anld
mifery. He publifhed the moft kind and general in-
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vitation to all, who felt a burdened confrience and
fought deliverance, adding exprefs and ablolute aflu-
rances of pardom, peace, and falvation, on their
unfeigned application and cordial fubmiffion to
hi

m.

We afk, then, What conceptions do form of
Jefus; what regard do thew himl-ylo)uo objec-
tious arife in your minds, and prevent your condial
belief of the Gofpel? But after fuch as have
been adduced, who fhall complain of the want of evie
dence? Have you no apprehenfions of the tremon-
dous confequences of rejeting him? Shall Chorazin,
Bethfaida, and Capernaum be condemned with ac-
cumulated woes for their infidelity, and you efcape
unpunithed? Or, do you confider yourfelves as ut-
terfy excluded from his notice, ineapable of re-
ceiving mercy, on account of your extreme depravity
and long continuance in fin? He fpeaks exprefaly to
your cafe, and gives you direltion and encourage-
ment, fuited to your difirefs. O keep not at a di
tance from Him, while He fays, “ Come unto me!"
He will not difdain you, nor withhold his bleffings
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who fought opportunities of doing good in all places.
and among all chara&ters, readily complied #. Du~
ring his vifit there, a fingular circumftance occurred,
which fhewed the ignorance and pride of the Pha~
rifee, and the amazing grace and compaffion of the
Saviour. A woman in the town, who had been &
notorious finner, and, as it is fuppofed, infamous for
her lewdnefs, having heard where he was, and, prow
bably, being emboldened by his affurances of mercy
and peace to the mourning penitent, defired to give
fome teftimony of her ftrong regard for him, and for
that purpofe prepared certain coftly perfumes, with
which fhe might anoint him. She was admitted into
his prefence, while he was at dinner; and ftandin
behind him, as he lay reclined upon the couch, fhe
betrayed marks of extreme diftre(s, and wept to fuch
a degree, with unfeigned contrition for her fins, that
her tears flowed down upon, and bedewed, the feet
of the Saviour, which, therefore, the wiped with her
dithevelled hair. Nor was this all: fhe could nog
refrain, even before the company; from expreflions
of her ardent gratitude and Jove: the kiffed his feet,
and poured her rich ointment upon them, not pre-
fuming to do it upon his head.

Thefe figns of her fervent affetion our Lord did
- not difdain, but received them favourably. The Pha-
xsifee, however, who looked on her with contempt,
took offence. Lifted up with a proud conceit of his
own goodnefs, he confidered the very touch of the
woman as carrying defilement with it, and concluded
that a prophet of God muft not only know the bafe-
nefs of her chara&er, but inflantly turn away from
her with difguft. This difpofition is not uncommon.
Thofe, who have high thoughts of themfelves, fet
up a kind of claim to the divine regard, and cannot
bear, that fuch, as have been notorious offenders

-, ¥ Luke vii» 36==50,
A\ )
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fhould be admitted to a fhare in that regard, or that
any encouragement fhould be given to them, even
when transformed and eftablithed ¢ in newnefs of
life.”” But how large is the grace, how great the
condefcenfion, of Jefus! He did not fcorn the poor,
weeping penitent, though fhe had been moft aban-
doned, and long enflaved in the fervice of Satan; but
he received, he comforted, he defended her, at the
hazard of his own reputation.

He replied, in a very appofite parable, to the fecret
obje&ions of the Pharifee (for he had not avowed
them), fhewing, that of two debtors, both of whom
are infulvent, and both freely releafed from their ob-
ligations by their generous creditor, he, to whom the
largeft forgivenefs is extended, will feel the warmeft
gratitude, He then referred immediately to the cafe
of Simon and the woman, reproving him for the
negle&t of thofe tokens of refpect to him - which are
ufually paid to welcome vifitants, and commending
her for the expreflions of her regard, however extra-
vagant they might feem. ‘The Pharifee thought his
own offences few and trivial, and, therefore, he coukd
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ceived to favour, but to eftablith her the more in
thankfulnefS, hope, and joy, he folemnly pronounced
her abfolution: ¢ Thy fins are forgiven.” That
very circumftance occafioned freth offence among
thofe, who were prefent; for they had no juft con—
ceptions of the perfon and authority of Jefus. But,
in order to declare his divine character moft peremp-
torily, and to affert his high prerogative, however
they might cavil at it, he repeated the aflurance of
her pardon and falvation, through faith in his name,
and difmiffed her in peace.

* A ferious attention to this little narrative may fug-
geft the following enquiries, which will furnith an
ufeful improvement of the fubject.

Are we not debtors to God, according to the de-
fcription of the parable? Have we not failed of that
obedience, which He has a right to demand? Is not
our debt large, immenfe, beyond any calculation we
can form? Let us beware of the ignorance and pre-
fumption of the Pharifee. Though others may feem
to owe far more than we, will this procure our dife
charge? Or are there any, among the moft atrocious
offenders, whom ‘we may difdain? Does it not, ra-
ther, become us to confefs, that our own tranfgref-
fions are innumerable, and, confidering how we have
violated the ftrongeft obligations to God, that none
can need forgivenefs more than we?

Are we not, likewife, infolvent? Or, in what
manner fhall we contrive to anfwer all the claims,
which the Lord God has upon us? What payment
can we tender? Is it fuch, as will be fufficient to fa«
tisfy his juft demands? It is faid, perhaps, ¢ We
fhail repent, and do better.”> But fhall we ever per-
form more than would have been due from us, if
we had not finned? And, if we only prevent an in-
creafe of the debt in future, can this have any effe®
in diminithing what is already contra&ed, or wige off

any part of the old account againft us? Whax, \ha
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fhall we refolve on? Let us not wale the timte, in
forming vain and fruitlefs fchemes of our own, but
frankly acknowledge our inability, and go with deep--
eft humiliation to that Jefus, who regeiveth fin-
ners.” Let each of us cry to Him, “ O Lord, un-
dertake for me:” He will appear-as our ¢ Surety,”
and prefent us with a full and free difcharge. 'If,
like this penitent woman, we mourn and weep at his
feet, he will obferve our tears, commiferate our dif.
trefs, and haften to comfort us with the affurance,
that « our fins, which are many, are forgiven.”

If, then, He pronounce us to be acquitted, what
fhould hinder, but that we depart in peace? This is-
his own gracious propofal, and ought not to be re-
fufed. éet do not many reject the confolation, and
indulge an excefs of forrow? Doubtlefs, there is con--
tinual caufe to abhor ourfelves, and lament our folly;
but to grieve as if there were no hope, is to defpife-
the mercy provided. Jefus, “ mighty to fave,” the
compaffionate Redeemer, ftands ready to wipe away
our tears, and bids us ¢ Be of good cheer.””  Let us.
only, without referve, fubmit to him, and depend
upon him; and then we may “ go on eur way re-
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compentfation ; but do we not wifh to teftify the fenfey
which we feel, of our immenfe obligations to him—
"~ « O Loyd, come, and fhed abroad thy love in our
hearts by the Holy Ghoft, that we may hereby be
conftrained to dedicate ourfelves, -our.fouls and bo-
dies, to be a reafonable, holy, and lively facrifice
unto Thee, who haft loved us, and given thyflf for
us!” Amen.
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be willing te facrifice our eafe to ufefulnefs. ¢ Look
mot every man on his own things, but every man alfb
on the things of others.” So fhall ¢ this mind be
. in you, which was alfo in Chrift Jefus *.”” A fimi-
lar benevolence may be difplayed even by perfons of
moderate abilities and private fituations. According
to our talents and occafions, we fhould lay ourfelves
‘out for the glory of God and the beft interefts of our
fellow-creatuies. Hereby we fhall evince our ac-
quaintance and union with him, whefe name we bear,
while ¢ we are changed into the fame image from
glory to glory, by the Spirit of our God.”

Many who reforted to him, foon withdrew from
his company, having no relith for his converfation.
‘But he had fome ftated attendants, throughout his
various movements, who were almoft infeparably at-
tached to him. ¢ The twelve were with him.”
Thefe he feleCted , as “his chofen witnefles,”’ that
-they might be inftru&ed in the myfteries of his king-
dom, confirmed in_their regard to him, and fitted for
their apoftolic fun&ion. Certain pious women, alfo,
who had been healed of their infirmities and converted
-by his ﬁr'ac'e, ‘occafionally at leaft waited on him, and
¢ miniftered unto him of their fubftance.” What
‘coxdefcenfion in him, to receive fuch affiftance! He
became very poor indeed. Though * the earth is
his, and the fulnefs thereof,” fo mean and deflitute
was his condition here, that he fubfifted upon the
charity of others. Shall we admire their liberality,
. in contributing to his:fupport? Or rather, fhall we
not-envy them the honour put upon them, in their
‘being permitted to do it? ¢ It is more blefled to give,
‘than to receive +.”  And may not this bleflednefs be
our’s? Though we cannot minifter unto Jefus, in
his perfon, we may do it in his reprefentatives, in
his diftrefled members. For what is beftowed upon

# Phil. il ¢, 3. t Afaxx 3%
- . Anese
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them, he -will confider as beflowed upon himfelf.
And, if we  fhut up our bowels of co from
them, bow dwelleth the love of Ged in us *3*
Thus atterded, then, Jefus took another circuit,
in which we thall meet with fome remaskable occur-
rences. In the courfe of his progrefs, a poor un-
happy man, under the pofleflion of the Devil, fo
grievoufly affiied as to be deprived both of his fight
and fpeech, was brought to him, and obtained im-
mediate relief +.  According to his cuftom, he paid.
a gracious regard to the application, by expelling the
evil fpirit, and reftoring the demoniac to the perfed
exercife of his faculties. And what effe@ did the
miracle produce? The common people were flruck
with aftonifhment, and ready to draw the conclufion,
that Jefus muft be the promifed Mefliah. But were
not thefe perfons ignorant, and liable to be impofed
on? That they were unlettered, it is allowed, nor
was that circumftance any difadvantage to them in
the prefent cafe: for they were as capable of judﬁﬁ
of plain falls, as the acuteft Philofophers. -
Scribes and Pharifees, conceited of their wifdom, like .
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wecomplice of the Devil? No: the fartheft from it,
that can poffibly be conceived. But it is not ancom-
mon for men, whe hate the Gofpel, to give a credit
and importance to fuch infinuations againft it, as
appear, upon the very face of them, ridiculous and
falfe.

This circumftance, however, rendered the cha-
ralter of Jefus the more illuftrious; for it produced
freth proofs of his meeknefs and wifdlom. His fol-
lowers, alfo, fhould remember, that, while they pre-
ferve a proper temper under malicieus calumnies and
reproaches, they afford fuch an evidence cf their fin-
Cerity, and the excellency of their principles, as muft
eventually turn to the confufion of their enemies.
Our Lord fpoke in his own vindication; but his de-
fence went rather to convince, or, at leaft, to filence,
his adverfaries, than to juftify himfelf. « It is a
very fmall thing, that we fhould bz judzed of man’s
judgment;” and therefore, if we be ever {> much tra-
duced (and it is not poffible that we can be more fo
than the Saviour), let us not be folicitous, on our
own account merely, to obviate the charges, which
envy or malevolence may bring againft us. Yet there
may be reafons, which majy render it expedient to
reply.

Jqus fhewed that he was privy to their thoughts,
for he fpoke to their fecret furmifes, while he proved
their objections to be moft foolith and profane. He
argued, that Satan would never oppofe his own in-
tereft, or difpofefs himfelf; for fucha corduft would
'nfallibz weaken, and even deftroy, his kingdom

imongft men: and on the fame ground we maintain,
hat, the Gofpel, which contains a fjftem of religion,
sanifeftly fubverfive of the Devil’s influence in the
rorld, muft be from heaven. He alleged, that, as
1ey believed fome of their own difciples to caft out
:mons by the Spirit of God, they ought not to o
ibe his miracles to any other camfe. On W
. )
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fied, that they do not fet themfelves in an avowed re-
fiftance againft Chrift and his meafures! You, who do
not oppofe the Gofpel, or thofe, who profefs it, may
boaft of your candour and liberality; and, becau({
you are not open enemies, you prefume upon being
accounted his friends. But you are moft unhappily
deluded. Your indifference about his caufe, he con-
fiders as a marked contempt of him: and therefore he
thanks you not, merely becaufe you abftain from
hoftilities; but, while you refufe to exert yourfelves
for him, he looks upon ‘you as being in the intereft
of his grand opponent. .
Jefus, perceiving in thefe proud and malevolent
cavillers a confirmed hatred of him, warned them ftill

" further of their danger in daring to zafcribe to Satan’s

agency, what had been effeed only by the divine
Spirit. He declared, that, while the (zzr)ofpel offers
a full and free forgivenefs of « all manner of fin and
blafphemy,” one offence is excepted, and that ¢¢ the
blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft thall not be for-
given unto men.”

This is a moft tremendous affertion indeed! It
fhould excite a Holy fear and circumfpe&ion in us all.
‘We ought to beware, that we do not even approach
to this fin; much lefs thould we imitate the profane
effrontery of thofe, who deny or ridicule the opera~
tions of the Holy Ghoft. It is far better to keep
at a diftance from it, than to underftand exa&ly the
particular nature and precife limits of it. = But it may
be proper to enquire, of what kind the offence is, of
which fuch awful things are fpoken. Many painful
apprehenfions are entertained by perfons of a tender
‘confcience, as if they had certainly committed it, and
therefore, by the divine decree, were abfolutely and
for ever excluded from mercy. But fo far, perhaps,
we may confidently affirm, that thofe who are moft
opprefled with the dread of it, ate leaft in danger ~
having contra&ed this enormois guilt.

4
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marked, that «backiliding,” though' attended with

_circumftances of peculiar aggravation, may obtain
forgivenefs with God, and that then only we may
fear, it is the black offence, to which remiflion is
denied, when it involves in it a malicious and con-
firmed oppofition to the truth. For it thould care-
fully be noted, that it is never followed by contrition
or godly forrow, but always accompanied with an
unrelenting obduracy of mind. The apoftate, whofe
cafe is defperate, cannot be ¢ renewed unto repent-
ance.” Thofe, therefore, who feel a tendernefs of
confcience, and a real compuntion of heart for the
guilt they have contraled, and who feek deliverance
by the blood of Jefus, afford the ftrongeft evidence,
that the fin, here fpoken of, is not chargeable to theic
account, however they may be opprefled by the
painful apprehenfion. . After all, any other tranf-
greffion againft God, if perfevered in, will be fatal
and damnable to the foul ; and yet, in every inflance,
forgivenefs is in this life promifed and granted to the
humble and belicviniepenitent.

But why, it may be afked, was this fevere admo-
nition addrefled to the Pharifees? Had they caft off
all regard to religion? No: but their profeflions were
hypocritical, as their words and a&ions clearly proved.
Jefus, therefore, exhorted them to a confiftency of
condud, either in one way or another, by giving up
themfelves to God fincerely and without referve, or
elfe by throwing off their pretences to piety, and ap=
pearing openly and avowedly wicked; that fo the fruit
might accord with the nature of the tree . They
had uttered blafphemous exprefions, from which he
proceeded to convi& them of their guilt and danger.
He affirmed, that they had fpoken agreeably to their
inward difpofitions, and that the fource of all foolith
and profane converfation lies in a depraved and uncone

& Mat, xii 33, & Mak iiic 33, &ce  Luke ), sp=18.
Ver. 111, M vextied
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vifible difplay of his divine glory, or an appearance -
from heaven, which fhould carry abfolute demonftra~
tion with it. How prepofterous was this! Shall
proud and obdurate finners prefcribe to God, by what
particular kind or degree of teftimony he fhall con-
firm his own revelations to them? Jefus, therefore,
declared, that no other fort of atteftation thould be
granted, till his own refurreiion, which, he foretold,
would happen on the third day from his death, agree-
ably to its typical refemblance in Jonah’s miraculous
deliverance, He reproved them for their obftinate
impenitence and unbelief, and threatened them with
the moft aggravated punithment, inafmuch as they had
defpifed him, though the Ninevites had repented at the
preaching of Jonah, who was in every refpect infe-
rior to him. He referred them, alfo, to the Queen
of Sheba, who had travelled from a remote country,
with much pains and expenfe, that the might proht
- by the wifdom of Solomon, while they had fhewn
the utmoft contempt and hatred of him, who was in-
conceivably greater than Solomon; and he warned
them, that her example would condemn their pere
verfenefs. :

Are we fatisfied with the proofs, brought in favour
of the Gofpel? Nothing, indeed, but a proud or fen-
fual difpofition will lead us to object to their fuffici-
ency. Many in cur own day, like the unbelievers of
old, call for additional and ftronger evidence, and
prefumptuoufly refufe to examine that, which is al-

- ready propofed to them. But the Lord God is not
at their command ; nor will he model his difpenfations
according to their withes. O beware, left in righte-
ous judgment for your arrogance, he leave you to
yourfelves! < Light is come into thz world;” aund,
if your eyes have not difcerned its excellency, the
reafon is, you have ¢ Joved darknefs rather than
light:” and your final condemnation will be much
more aggravated, when yo]\./i are compared witne

2 .
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attack of a diforder. ¢ Evil men and {educers wax
worfe and worfe *:”> «-the latter end is worfe with
them than the beginning t+.” Let us, therefore,
implore the Gcd of all grace, fo to drive out the
prince of ‘darknefs, that he himfelf may cake full and -
everlafting pofleffion of our fouls, and nothing be.
¢¢ able to feparate us from the love of God, which is
in Chrift Jefus our Lord.”

In this awful manner Jefus continued to preach the
word, with unfhaken fortitude and unwearied pati-
ence, expofing himfelf to the malevolence of his ene-
mies by his pointed reproofs, and exhaufting his bo-
dily ftrength by his inceflant labours. While he was .
thus employed, a certain woman, imprefled by his ex-
hortations, exclaimed, as if in envious admiration of
the happinefs of her, who was favoured with fuch a
Son: but be replied, that a far greater privilege is
conferred on thofe, who believe and -obey the Gofpel.
His pious mother, together with fome of his near re-
lations, ftood at a diftance, anxious for his fafety,
.and, probably through an apprehenfion of danger,
wifhed to call him away; but they were prevented
from approaching him by the crowds, which fur-
rounded him. It was, therefore, intimated to hinm,
that they were waiting to fpeak with him. But he,
dtill intent upon his important work, and to encou.
rage the attendance of his faithful followers, declared,
that thofe, who truly received and pra&tifed his word,
were much dearer to him, than the neareft among
bis earthly conneétions, merely as fuch, could poffi-
bly be. He meant not to flight his mother, or any
of his kindred,. but to fhew that we fhould be fup=-
rior to all carnal and worldly regards, by looking be-
yond the ties of confanguinity; and, in order to ani-
mate his difciples to diligence and perfeverance in his

# 3 Tim. iii. 13, + 2 Pet, ii. 20.
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fervice, he took that opportunity of exprefling his
warmeft affellion for them.

Are any perfons ready to congratulate the blefled
Virgin, who had the diftinguithed honour of bringing
forth the Saviour of mankind? The way is here point- .
ed out, in which you may obtain a fuperior dignity,
Only yield an unfeigned refpet to the Gofpel, give
up your whole hearts to God, and walk in cheerful
¢budience to his commands, and you thall bre happier,
and dearer to Jefus, than any natural relation to him
could make you. If you profefs a peculiar attach-
ment to him, and number yourfelves among his fol-
lowers, we afk, whether you are willing to walk in
holinefs, as he requires. Are you fatisfied with
paying -him an unmeaning compliment, as if it could
pleafe him, to cry, ¢ Lord, Lord,”” while you re-
" gard not his precepts? But obferve, that he pro-
nounces his benediztion upon thofe, who not only
KEAR, but Do, his word, and perform ¢¢ the will of
his Father.” Are you fuch? Or, are you not con-
fcious, that fome or other of your tempers and prac-
t:ces exprefsly contrad:& his injun&ions? You muft
fearch out, and put away from you, ¢ the accurfed.
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But let ¢« the finners in Zion be afraid, and fear-
fulnefs furprife the hypocrites.” The eve of [xtus
difcerns your mﬁncer;z, under every fpecicus &=
guiie, which you may aflume. Ard in what lizheco
%ou appear before him? Does he rezird vou z

rothery a fifter, and a mother3” No: &= é:z:
the bafenefs of your charalter; and Rz =il 2.2:2=
the infults, you put upon him. O @l o ke ik
" of an unfound profeffion; confe’s your E' Srewy fe
to him for parcs)on, whlle he wuits @ - IR
and implore the influsnce of &is Spirz, -t wue -—.i

he may eftablifh your heasts unblemablc fi oiness’
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JESUS CHRIST.

SECT. 37

Fefus repaired to the [ea-fhore, and inflrulBed the mal-
titude by the parables of the fower—the tares—the
grawth of corn—the grain Z[ muflard-feed—tbe lea-
ven in meal—tbe treafure bid in a field—the pearl of
great price—and the net gathering different kinds of

Sfifbes.

ThHE life, at leaft the public life, of Jefus was very
fhort, but, being employed in almoft conftant exer-
tions for the glory of God and the benefit of men, it
was crowded with important events. If we poflefled
a jarger meafure of his aGtivity and zeal, much might
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pluce afforded a promifing appearance for a fhort time:
the ground was rocky being covered only with a thin
coat of carth; and this for a while gave nourifhment
to the grain, which was caft upon it; but, having
no depth, it could not defend the root from the
fcorching fun; and therefore the whole of the pro-
duce foon withered away. A third fituation proved
unfavourablc to the good feed ; for the thorns, which
grew there, checked the efforts of the rifing corn,
and effeGtually prevented it from coming to maturity.
Was, therefore, all the labour vain? No: there was
one portion of the field which anfwered the expeéta-
tions of the owner ; for it brought forth a plentiful
increafe, though in various degrees, which gradually
ripencd till the time of harveft, and was then gathered
nto the barn.

At the conclufion of this little narration, Jefus re-
quired his audience to fix their attention upon it, im-
plying that truths of great importance were contained
m it. He proclaimed aloud, * He that hath ears to
hear, let him hear;”” which intimated, that fome
would underftand and regard the inftruction, whilt
it would be totally loft upon others.
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vealed unto you, my beloved friends. And this
method is agreeable to the righteous proceedings of
God, who difpenies his favours to men, according to
their temper and improvement. Thofe, therefore,
who have refufed to be convinced on the ftrongeft
evidence, and contemptuoufly rejeéted all the offers
of my grace, fhall be given up to a judicial blindnefs
and obduracy; fo that, how long foever they may be
fpared under means and ordinances, they never will
be brought to a true and fpiritual underftanding of
the Golpel. How great, then, is your blefleduefs,
who have obtained a divine illumination, whereby
you will perceive the doétrines, whic I deliver, and
feel their powerful influence upon your ‘minds! You
are diftinguithed above the moft eminent faints of
old, who faw but through a glafs darkly, and looked
forwards, with ardent defires, to the advantages and
privileges, which you now enjoi.”

Such was the purport of our Lord’s interefting ad- ~
drefs to his difciples: and a folemn warning it con-
veys to us. We mutft render an account to God, for
the religious' opportunities, with which we are fa-
voured. He hath fent to us the Gofpel of his Son,
and He will fhortly enquire,” What reception we have
given it. Are there none among us, who will not
even examine it with ferioufnef:, but, like the Pha-
rifees, difdainfully put away the truth from them? No
wonder, then, that to you, who are of this charatter,
the doctrines of Jefus appear obfcure or inconfiftent.
O be afraid, left, while you fhut your eyes and ftop
your ears, God determine in his wrath, that they ne-
ver fhall be opened! The day of grace may be ex-
pired, with refpect to fome, even while they are fuf-
fered to remain upon earth. O liften to thofe, who
befeech you, ¢ that dye receive not the grace of God
in vain!”—=¢¢ Behold, now is the accepted time ; be-
hold, now is the day of falvation * I>

L ¥ 2Cor. vi. 1, 2,
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A third fort may alfo promife fair, and preferve a
fhew of piety for a length of time. The corn fprings
up, and may endure the various chanzes of tne wea-
ther.  Yet it does not thrive; for thorns furround
and choke it. Ah! how many conftantly attend upon
the miniftry of the Gofpel, in whom no faving efhi-
cacy is produced! The cares, riches, and plezfures
of life fo engrofs their minds, that no proper heed
can be given to the truth, which is heard; and, of
confequence, it is loft upon them; for, with 2 heart
fo much attached to fecular concerns, they cannot
poflels any fpiritual life or vigour. They may main-
tain their place in the vifible church; but, wnea we
Jook for the fruits of righteoufnefs in them, we are
difappointed; and therefore their religion is vain.

But the labour of the hufbandman is not ia every
inftance unprofitable. There are thole, who re-
femble the good ground, prepared by divine for
a due reception of the heavenly word. Their fu-
preme regard is fixed upon it; they perceive its im-
portant meaning, and cherifh it in their hearrs,
the grand deﬁ%:x of it is anfwered. “ They walk
worthy of the Lord unto all pleafing, being fruithad
in every good work, and increafing in the kno:
of God *,” A difference, indeed, in their excs-
lence and ufefulnefs is oblervable ; but 2l briag furth
fruit to maturity, and fome in an eminent cegree.
Their fincerity is proved by their perfeveraace in
holinefs. ‘They endure every t:iai; for they ftand
both the winter’s cold, and the fummer’s heat, z2d
« %oazn unto perfeGtion.”

we avoid making the application? If we are
favoured with the preaching of « the everlafting (Gof~
Q;I," and conftantly attend upon it, let us enquire,
hat is the effe produced? Do we fericufly medi.
tate on what we hear? Is any decp and I

® Col. i. 30,

4
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preffion fixed upon our minds? Are any fpiritual
principles implanted, and habits formed? Is our re-
ligion fuch, as will carry us through temptations and
perfecutions? Is it fuch, as renders us fuperior to the
folicitations of the fleth, and the allurements of the
world? Do none of thefe things take up that time
and thought, which fhould be devoted to the care of
the foul? And are we not, confequently, in a lean
and barren ftate, notwithftanding the faithful ad-
miniftration of the facred ordinances around us? If
thofc only receive real advantage from the Gofpel,
who are l{) affected by it, as to bring forth the fub-
ftantial fruits of holinefs, do we come under that de-
fcription? Or what is the profit, which has accrued
from our profeflion?

"T'he Saviour fubjoined a moft folemn caution, re-
minding his difciples, that divine light was commu-
nicated to them for the begefit of others, and that
they thould make a good improvement of the inftruc-
tions delivered to them, by recommending the fame
important truths to the world around them. And
ought not we, alfo, to confider, for what intent our
religious privileges are beftowed upon us? Do we
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cious interference of one, who was an enemy to the
owner of the land, and through the negligence of the
fervants, to whom it was committed, tares were fcat-
tered among the wheat. The injury was not difco-
vered, till the fruit of the corn appeared; and then it
was propofed to root up the noxious weeds, which ob-
ftruéted the ripening of the crop. The mafter, how-
ever, rejected that icheme, as being attended with
fome danger, and allowed the tares to remain, com-
manding only, that in the time of harveft they thould
be carefully feparated, and confumed by fire, while the
good grain thould be collected and fecured in the
ftorehoufe, )

What inftru&ion, then, does this narrative con-
vey? The difciples did not at firft perceive it, and
therefore afterwards, when Jefus retired, they re-
quefted him to explain it. In condefcenfion to their
enquiries, he gave a clear and minute interpretation ;
from which we learn, that the parable reprefents the
prefent ftate of his kingdom or the vifible church, as
it confifts of a mixed company, hypocritical pretend-
ers as well as real believers. ' Thefe may not always
be diftinguifhable from each other, and for wife pur-
pofes may be fuffered to continue in the fame reli-
gious community. The latter only are ¢ the chile
dren of the kingdom,” entitled to its bleffings; and
they poflefs their high privileges merely by the grace
of Jefus; for He it is, who fows the good feed in his
field.” The former are ¢ the children of the wicked
one,” being induced by his influence to put on the
femblance of piety; whilft yet they bear his likenefs,
cheerfully comply with his temptations, and do his
work, In the rathnefs of our zeal, we might fome-
times wifh a feparation to be made, that the faints of
God might be no longer ¢ vexed with the filthy con-
verfation of the wicked.” But it is otherwife ap-
pointed. 'We muft wait for that event till the end
of the world, the great harveft; and then, how ac-

LS\
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curate will be the diftin@ion of chara&ers, how wide
the difference between them! The reapers, who are
the Angels of God, canno: err in the awful divifion,
which they fhall make, or appoint any individual to
an improper place. Every tare fhall be burned with
fire: cvery grain of whzat fhall be fafely lodged in
the heaveuly gainer, How tremendous the deftruc-
tion of the ungodly in that  furnace of fire, where
fhall be wailing and gnathing of teeth!”” How excel-
lent the glory, into which the righteous fhall enter,
where they * fhall fhine forth as the fun, in the king-
dom of their Father!”

May God excite in us ¢ great fearchings of heart!”
YWhat is our prefent charalter! What qur future
profpe&? We are fixed in the outward Church of
Chrift; but we are not therefore fecure of an admif-
fion into his blifsful prefence above. Peffibly, we
may wear the garb of fanity; and others may not
fufpect any infincerity in us. But unlefs we are re- -
newed in righteoufnefs, and ¢ have our fruit unto
holinefs,” our hope is prefumptuous, and our % ex-
pecation fhall peri.h.” Nor let the impenitent flat-
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He referred them to the gradual increafe of corn,
by the inexplicable principie of vegetation, 25 a re-
prefentation of the progrefs of his fpiritual kingdom.
The feed is caft into the ground, and, without any
further care of the Hufbandman, it rifes infenfibly,
and advances by degrees to a ftate of maturity, when,
being fully ripe, it is cut down and gathered into the
barn.

The interpretation is obvious. The work of God,
both in the Church as a community, and in the beart
of each individual believer, is carried on impercep-
tibly, like the growth of corn, in a way which de-
pends not on human management, and which we
cannot explain. The feed may appear to pesith in
the earth, or the blade .to fpring up in a very fiow
manner, while the myfterious pr goes
without interruption. Let us not thouzh
we fee not the moft favourable appearances at once;
nor let us be impatient, though we perceive not, afzer
a length of time, the jon of grace cither in
ourfelves or others. us pray, that the Gofpel
may fpread its influence frem cne kingdom to anc-
ther, and that we ourfelves may “ go from firerzth
to ﬁr.ength.”f We wait for the barveft: may we a1
be ripening for it; that, when the great Reaper
¢ putteth ;5“ the fickle” (as he will at the hour of
death, with refpe@ to every feparate perfon), we mzy
be received. into his celeftial garner!

The fame inftru&ion is cor;_:ged t us in the pa-
rable of the grain of muftard-feed. This, tcouzh one
of the leaft of feeds, it is obferved, produced ia eaft-
ern countries a tree fo large, that the birds mizne
build their nefts in its branches., This afturifl-
ing increafe exhibits the mighty power of G in
his providence; and equally illuftricus is the difglay
of his grace, in caufing his Goipel to fpread and

fourith, from the fmalleft and moft concempit .« wp
pearances, till it fill the earth, and affurd a 1hwge
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the Church for men of all ranks and chara&en, and
ter a.d the natiens of the waorid, The progrefs in our
Ces iy feem inconnderable; but we look forwards,
v 0y cheerful hopes, to thafe glevious times, when

. braiches of titis tree daall be o enhrgcu, as to
v tae moft ditfuntlends: for ¢ the klrédom» of
tais wond tindl beeene the kingdoms of our Lord
a-d of his Conit =, The cafe is t.milar, with re-
e the u‘.m-uhrn.nt of di.inc grace in the heart
¢oevory Caritians This holy principle may feem,
i its beglnnings, o poliefs little infl: 1ence, and pro-
e no great inprovement. But the plant is undr
the ptCulur care of Heaven, and, being watered from
above, it fhall thrive and profper. It thall gradu:f(
extend its thoots, till it occupy every part of the [
in which it has bcen fixed.

Our Lord confirmed and illuftrated this truth, by
the parable of the leaven, which he defcribed as put
into a large quantity of meal. This, being inconi-
derable inits bulk, mav lie concealed for a time, #
it it had no effect; but its operation, though fecrey
is powerful; and, as its formentation 1preads by &

?
f




fufe itfelf throughout all our facuities, and bring our
affeGions, words, and actions into fubjeiion under
- the government of Chrift!
hus Jefus continued to defcribe the nature of his
kingdom by figurative illuftrations. This method
of teaching, indeed, has {fomething of obfcurity in
it; and that obfcurity was intended: for many of
his audience could not bear a more clear and avowed
declaration, fo that he might have hazarded his life,
by fpeaking more explicitly. Befides; in this very
way of delivering his inftructions by parables, he
accommodated himfelf to an ancient fcripture, which
is therefore faid to be fulfilled in him,

& Zech. ivs 10,

- Other
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This a0 we izarn from the parable of the pearl of
reat price. A me:chant, in fearch of rich commo- -
ities, having Jicovered a pearl of peculiar excel-

lency, abandoned every other purfuit, and relinquithed
all his gains, that he mizht purchafe that one jewel.
Such is the man, who obtains a true knowledge of
the Saviour, and becomes a member of his kingdom.
1 may be, he has long been in queft of happinefs,
and each fa' object appeared to him, for a time,

» Pfal. cxix. 162,




which collets various kinds of fithes; nor can any
feparation of them be made, till they are brought to
the fhore: but then the ufeful are preferved, and the

@ 3 Cor. vi. 10,
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worthlefs rejeed. So mixed is the Rate of |
the Churgh, and fuch will be the -divifion of i |
members. Thofe, who preach the Gofpel, go forth, |
as Rt were upon the wide ‘o¢ean of the wordd, to threw -
the net, defirous of inclofing in.it all. chey cim
Many may accordingly be taken, who may not be ;
approved upon an exa& fcruting.  And-fuch a fore- |
tiny will be inflituted at the end of the worll. Who
can abide the ftri& examination? The Angds
part the different chara&ers afunder, . howeéver ok )
their conne@ion may now be. They, who 1
only the form of godlinefs, fhall then be .for- evir
excluded from the fociety of the faintsy i
whom they were numbered bere; and their ‘
fhall be afigned them in  the furnace of fire,” whitre
they fhall for ever « wail” their fin and folly,. ind
¢« gnath their teeth” through the extremity of borroé,
anguifh, rage, and defpair. .o
So folemn and alarming wer¢ the addrefles of Je-
fus. And if his fervants in the Gofpel muft :
vour to fpeak, as he did, they muft remind their
hearers of the important diftin&ion, which fubfifts
between them, and thus, even now, by faithful ad-
monitions  take forth the precious from the vile®.”
‘T'heir work is difficult, and often painful. . How ne- -
cefary is it for them to be well acquainted with the
religion, which they teach! Let them attend, then,
to the queftion, which Jefus propofed to his difcples:
@ Have ye underftood all thefe things?”” Let them
~eonfider, too, what improvement fhould be made.
‘The fcribes, who are “ inftruted unto the kingdom
of heaven,” or progerly qualified to declare its myfte-
ries, refemble the houtholder, who has a large family
= wide for. They fhould, therefore, treafure up
ufeful obfervation, that they may always be
communicaze fomething from their fock, for

[\
3
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pemeukon to perform the funeral folemnities of bis
tatxzr.  1'he requeft appeared rezfonable: for reli-
giv.t Jdoes not forbid, but rather enjoin, all due refpeét
t: N 1hewn to friends and relations. But Jefus,
% -sw.r2 i to be a mere pretence, or at leaft a mark
sme reluctancy to engage in the work of God,
w o3 ight have been augmented by an interview
weoy s torrer connetions, demanded an immediate
carstanve with the ‘calll He replied, « Let the
weie My their dead, but go thou, and preach the
% radom of God.”  As if he had faid, ¢ Sooner, let
1+ ofice be negle@ed, than that of the facred mini-
t+:v, to which thou art appointed. Leave it, there-
o, to thote, who being dead to God are unfit for
Yis tervice, to bury their deceafed kindred: but delay
wot thou, through any carnal regards, to enter upon
and profecute thy important function.” -
An example of like fort occurred, perhaps on ane- |
ther ovcafion. A third perfon profeffed a refolution
to become a follower of Jefus.  And what prevented
pim? He had certain affairs to fettle, or friends to
sake leave of, if not to confult.
‘I'his might feem to us expedient and proper. But
was a feeret unfoundnefs, a wrong attachment
w wotldly connetions, a wavering mind, a defire to
ain the things, which had been renounced, asin
caitof Lot’s wife.  Our Lord, therefore, deted-
Wis hypocrify, replied, ¢« No man, having put
s dand to the plough and looking back, is fit for the
. ey of (; Od-”
wot fimilar inftances prefent themfelves, under
c QWN obfervation? Do not many < halt between
inions?”’ Or “ turn to the Lord, not with

e . h M » .

v whale heart but feignedly 1> Their fupreme af-
‘f&:ﬂ are fir wefent obje&ts; and therefore,
:)*. with wiible words they declare their

W 'nity, they will comply with
its
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ts dittates no farther, than their convenicice will
sermit. )

Various excufes are urged. Itis faid, « We bave
:00 much bufinefs of another kind, to give that atten-
ion to religion, which is required.” Or, “ Qur
zonne&ions are unfavourable to our with=s, z23d we
;annot detach ourfelves from them.” But will theie
pretexts bear a ferious examinaticn? Or wiil an: ¢=-
liberately maintain, that the care of tae foul aac the
fervice of Chrift may be fafely neglecied, till eve-y
worldly obftru&ion be removed? If vou are arw'.-
ing to contend with difficulties, the Saviour wiii £d.
»wn you, and treat you as avowed ozpale-s.
~ ¢ But we intend, dfter a time, to b2 n's Z.f-g
lifciples. When this or the other {theme iz aicuine
lithed, we are refolved to trifie no lorzsr, ooz 25
»bey his injunétions with the utmoft zrdour 2r.Z w.oz.
wut referve.” Ah! Sirs, will he z4m't of 7ogzn
ni{wer to the folemn call of his Gofpri® He 7= .-
our fubmiffion now ; and for you t> 3’ of 3.2.2 -

compliance, only on a future day, is ¢ 22 ire o g
s>u prefer the world to him. You és iz 272 2.y
re, reje&t him, while you piead inr 2 2=iov. 2

10ws the ground of your excuies, ar: reneeroer,
detefts the double mind, whatever ;ox.m.. <.
ifes it may affume.

When Jefus had taken fhip, and was { -y n,
- deep water, a fevere ftorm arofz, aad tue e
s were diftrefled by the appreneni:on of inediz-»
Tuction: for the veflel feemed on tie very pu.m
inking. But where was ta=ir beiv.ei Lizier >
aried out with the latours of the precesiss ey,
ad fallen afleep. What? could he be 17007274 o
-dlefs of the danger of his fait-ful ars:rizres?
but he defigned to try the ftrength of wyeig croenr

ce in him, and to fhew their fecurity

RQion. They awoke him, whiie the

and anguifh, « Lﬁd’ fave us, we pey

2

-
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ftrange, how inconfiftent was this! Will not the
weakeft believer allow, that it were impofiible te
perifh, with-Jefus in the thip? But imminent perils
will fometimes render even advanced Chriftians
ftrangely forgetful of their own principles, and prove
them defetive in faith, as indeed they are in every :
grace. The fears, perplexities, and defpondency,
which fome of them difcover in fuch fituations, fuffi-
ciently evince it.

Jefus reproved them fharply for their umbelief;
and then, to encourage their unreferved reliance upon
him in cvery future difficulty, and to demonftrate that
all nature was at his command, he arofe with a pe-
culiar majefty, and fpake the authoritative word: the
furious winds inftantly ceafed to blow, and the tur-
bulent fea was calm. Such a grand difplay of his
divine power aftonithed them: < the men mar-
velled.” They ought, indeed, to have recollefled,
that he was the God of the whole creation; and
this very miracle might have led them to that con-
clufion.” * O Lord God of hofts, who is a ftrong
Lord, like unto thec? T'hou ruleft the raging of the
fea: when the waves thereof arife, thou ftilleft
them *.””  But fo much darknefs yet remained in
gheir minds, that thcy had no clear or confiftent views
of « the great myftery of godlinefs,” and perhaps
fome of them might then confider him as no more .
ghan a human being.

The diftrefled fituation of the difciples is an apt
emblem of the Church, and of many private Chrif-
tians, in perilous circumftances. It is one principal
part of the Redeemer’s plan to exercife and prove our
saith ; and therefore be conduéls us through various

rr

teials. affords us his gracious prefence, and,
- i over the tempeftuous fea of life, in
v Wds perith, we ought to be fatisfied, that -

’ Praln_klxi‘\ 8; 9.
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< is in the veflel with us. If we are his peop’s, we
auft be fecure; becaufe our fafety is ia him. L:t us
1ot prefumptuoufly impeach his wiilom, fzizx"a.o=75,
ir love, when. he fuffers the 1zv=red iform 10 ar:,
hough he fhould even then feem resardieis of 0ur Sz
rer.  Our bufy fears may fugge?, taat wz Gz (=7
se loft, and we may be almoft overamelned w.os per-
dlexity and defpair. Hisdefign is, that we o athex
in entire and cheerfu! dependence vpoc him; b wz
oon betray our unbelief, and treas Zim, 25 ©e 20
Jes did. If, then, we can trutt iim =3 lozzer. &
vhile the calm continues, * waere is o L 27 {7,
¢ why are we fo fearful I”” Let us be ainamed of oxr
loubtful and fufpicious temper towzrds him; za?,
idoring the power and gracs of this mizhty Go2 2ad
javiour, let us learn, witn unthaken conadence, 1@
‘epofe ourfelves and our concerns in his hauds.

The ftorm being app=2ed, they artives in iy
it the country of the Gadarenes, opoofize 25 (32 0= :
ind immediately an occafion was ofered for ©me 2z~ -
sition of his divine charaler, whica excited zeis-zl
ittention *. There met him two perivns gprizied
with d:vils, in a ftate of the utnot didracuon 274
fury, driven out from fociety, and incapad.e of be:3;

l'\{:med or reftrained t. y.\hn circumances i
ﬁscafeare not to be accounted for, on anv other
fuppofition than that of a real demoniacal il aence.
‘We here perceive, indeed, an awful reprefentation of
she wretchednefs, in which we fhould be involved,
#f {ubjeCted to the malice of infernal fpisits. A con-
fiderable number (for their name was Legion) had
:entered into thefe unhappy men, and reduced mem
.to the moft miferable condition. Whea our Lord
beheld the pitiable objects, be commanded the de-

* % Mat. viii. 28, &c. ix. 3. Mak v. 1=25. Luke %4.. 26evgo,
+ As St. Mark and St. Luke mention only cne perfon, it M-
feem that one was more ficrce, and therefore muse sa Obj
Qtice, than the other.
N3
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The report of this event caufed a general confter-
nation among the inhabitants. They flocked in
great multitudes to fee the Perfon, who had wrought
fo ftupendous a miracle; and, as if ftruck with a fenfe
of their guilt, and afraid of his prefence, left he thould
bring fome deferved judgments upon them, they una-
nimoufly requefted him to  depart out of their
coafts.”” Little did they underftand, what they a’ked.
Shall finners petition, that the Lord of life and glory
would leave them to themfelves? How dreadful mutt
be the confequence! Better be deftitute of all, both
friends ard fubftance, than be d:ferted by the Savi-
our. Yet fuch is the folly and ftupidity of men;
they are unwilling to abandon their fenfual pleafures
and workdly advantages, or to be difturbed in their
old pradtices, however unjuftifiable; and, therefore,
they put from them the minifters and the Gofpel of
Chrift, madly fuppofing they fhall be happier without
them. They fay unto God, ‘ Depart from us; for
we defire not. the knowledge of thy ways *.”

How different is the difpofition of thofe, who have
& true (piritual difcernment! ‘I'hey defire nothing o
much as the prefence of Chrift, and communion with
him. Their language is, “ When wilt thou come
unto me? O make thine abode with me, and let me
zemain under thy fhadow!”” The perfons, who had
been delivered from Satan’s influence, were inftantly
reftored to . reafon and comfort; and they were ob-

* ferved to be ¢ fitting at the feet of Jefus,” imprefied,

no doubt, with unfpeakable delight, admiration, and
gratitude, for the grace beftowed upon them. They
withed to accompany him upon his departure, and fo-
lieited his permiffion, “ that they might be with him.”
But he intended them to be the inftruments of ufe-
fulnefs among the people, who were fo deeply im-
merfed in ignorance and fin.  Though he himfelf des

® Job xxi. 14s

N 4 T
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ferted the country, he determined to leave thefe his
chofen witnefles there, and therefore fent them to
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of profound veneration for his charaler, moft eare
neftly entreated his_gracious interpofition. Qur
Lord acceded to his requeft, and followed him with-
out delay, accompanied by immenfe crowds, who
were defirous to witnefs the event.

A circumftance occurred by the way, which de-
ferves our notice. A poor difeafed woman, who had.
fuftered exceedingly by a bloody flux for twelve years,
and had fpent her whole fubftance upon phy{z'cians
without obtaining relief, heard of the extraordinary
works of Jefus, and felt a ftrong perfuafion in her
mind, that he had power to heal her. Yet afraid, or
afthamed, to defcribe her fituation, fhe came behind
him, and touched the border of bhis garment, in a be-
lieving expetation of a cure. The cure was in-
ftantly performed; and fuch was the change produced
within her, as to convince her of its efficacy. This.
was entirely concealed from the obfervation of the
people; but Jefus, who was privy to the whole,
would have them acquainted with it from her own
mouth. At firft, through the tremor of her fpirits,
and an apprehenfion of being reproved for prefump-
tion, fhe was unwilling to appear; but, finding it in.
vain to hide herfelf from him, fhe came forward,
and, with many tears, declared the miracle in puulic.
"T'hus he was pleafed to manifet his own fupernatural
influence, and her humble dependence; and for the
encouragement, not of her alone, but of others, he
faid, ¢« Daughter, be of good comfort, thy faith hath
made thee whole: go in peace.”

Here was an inftance of much weaknefs, mixed
with real belief; and hercby we are taught, that Jefus
has compaffion on our infirmitics, and defpifes not
¢ the day of fmall things.” Come unto him, you,
who have many fears. Come, however hopelefs your
cafc may fcem. Like this poor woman, you may
have fought relief in vain, for a long feafon : or rather,
like her, you may grow worfe and worfe,  The rex-

N g ATV
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fon is, your application has hitherto becn to  phy-
ficians of no value.” But, turningz from all others
to Jefus Chrift, reach forth your hand, though it be
with much trembling, and delire in faith “ to touch
bim;” and inmediately ¢ virtue will go out of him,”
fov the perfecting of your recovery.

Before the ruler of the fynagogue had reached his
own habitation, a frefh trial arofe, enough to fhake
his confidence. A meflenger informed him, that his
daughter was a&ually dead, and therefore that it was
necdlefs for Jefus to proceed any further. Still how-
ever the Saviour, who attended him, encouraged bhim
to believe, and expe& her reftoration. They came
at length, to the houfe, where great lamentations
were made for the beloved child; and fo unqueftion-
able were the marks of her diffolution, that the inti-
mation of her revival was derided. But Jefus, to
whom ¢ belong the iflues from death,’” with a pecu-
liar difplay of majefty, called her forth again to life
and vigour. The event, fo confeffedly miraculous,
filled aﬁ thofe, who had obferved it, with unfpeakable
aftonithment; but, toavoid oftentation, or for reafons
of prudence, he requefted them not to divulge it.

The little narrative conveys much inftru&ion to
us. We perceive, how uncertain are all human com-
forts, and are taught to look for painful trials, in our

milies, as well as in our own perfons. In fuch

cumftances, may we imitate the condu& of Jairus,

1 spply to_Jelus for relief! Yet, while we are

jting for his help, it is poffible, that, for the fur-

exercife of our faith, increafing troubles may

;e gpon us. Then, in an efpecial manner, we

gire * =lieve; nor is any deliverance too

I= red d from that Je(us, *“ who quicken-
grear 17

oty thence, two blind men. followed

A t importunate cries for relief:

Nex id, have mercy on us,” Not

™ T w5




no diminution, may we not encourage the childres.
of affliction, in all their various diftrefles, to com
mend their cafes to him, and expe& feafonable and.
effeétual relief from him ?

After the above-mentioned’occurrences, Jefus re-
turned to Nazareth, the place of his education *..
The inhabitants of this city had bafely rejected him
already,, and even attempted to deftroy him; yet he
paid them another vifit, and again deﬁverc& his fo-
Jemn inftructions to them in their fynagogue on the:
fabbath-day. Many of them felt a powerful impref-
fion from his preaching. They were aitonithed: at
bis words: but no good effet enfued ; for they took.
offence.. Various objetions were raifeds. chiefly froms

* Mat..xiils 53, &c. iy 355 & Mark W, 1embe.
N 6 .
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on whom he looked with the moft compaffionate re-
gard. ¢ They fainted,” probably with bodily fa-
tigue; but their fpiritual ftate was truly deplorable,
and, on that account efpecially, he felt the tendereft
pity for them. ¢ They were fcattered abroad, as
fheep having no thepherd.”” Their pretended guides
‘were fuch, as knew not how to diret them, and cared
not for their fafety. Therefore they wandered in the
paths’ of ignorance and fin, which would infallibly
lead them to deftru@ion. Alas! what could be done
for them? They difcovered an earneft defire to be
inftruted in the word of life; but there were few to
teach them. He exhorted his difciples, then, to
offer up fervent prayer, that God would ¢ give.them
paftors according to his own heart.”” Their ferious
attendance upon his miniftry, in fuch large numbers,
was like the promifing appearances of the fields, which
denoted a plentiful harveft ; but labourers were want-
ed, to regap and gather in the valuable produce. And
to whom fhould application be made, but to the great
Proprietor, who muft be concerned for the event?
Petitions, therefore, thould be addrefled to him, to
fupply the deficiency, that, by a fuitable provifion of
. diligent and faithful men, the rich fruit may be fe-
cured for himfelf, and precious fouls no longer « de-
ftroyed for lack of knowledge.”

Such a tender regard for the fpiritual and everlaft-
ing happinefs of the human race was a diftinguithing
feature in the charaQer of Jefus. This, and this
alone, is true benevolence. Where are thofe, who
- feel the fame generous principle, the famne ardent
" defire to promote the falvation of finners? You, then,
will rejoice to fee the multitudes of poor, ignorant
perfons, who flock to hear the Gofpel preached with
plainnefs and fidelity. Yet you will lament, that fo
few, even of thofe whofe office demands it of them,
labour with affiduity to fave immortal creatures from

deftruction. Much of the harveft fems Wkely \o\‘:e.
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loft, for want. of proper afliftance to colle& it. O
what fervent praser thould you prefent to God on this
account! Pray, that He himfelf would fend forth his
fervants, endued with all fuitable abilities to do his
work. He muft ordain them to their high funétion;
and He alone can affift and profper them init. Thou-
fands, alas! among us, are ¢ fcattered abroad, as
theep having no fhepherd.” If fuch be-your wretched
cafe, be thankful that thére are any, who are % moved
with compaffion on you,”” and v-ho % watch for your
fouls.” ‘They defire to recover you from your wan-
derng ftate, to bring you back to the fold of Chrif,
and to 1ad you into his ¢ green paftures,” where
vou will find faféty and refrefhment. Be willing to
follow their direétions; and, whatever difficulties they
may {uffer from other quarters, let them meet with
no cppofition from you, fince it is your falvation for
which they labour inceffantly. You have been “as
fhecp going aftray;” O  return unio the Shepherd
and Bithop of your fouls *!”

# 1Pt ile 25
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SECT. 39

Fefus fent forth bis. twelve Apofiles, with miraculons
powers, and gave them a folemn charge, for their di-
reéiion and-encouragement.

ONeE principal purpofe of .our Lord’s miniftry was
to propagate divine truth, and, in particular, to de-
clare and explain the appointed way of accefs unto
God. But, as his public life was fo fhort, and his
labours met with fo many obftrutions, it became
expedient to fele& fome faithful men, furnithed with
proper inftruétions, to affift him in the work. He
had already feparated twelve perfons out of his con-
ftant attendants, who were to obferve his directions,
and to be employed as chicf officers in his Church..
He had gradually prepared and fitted them for the
apoftolic funéltion: but hitherto they had acted onl
under his immediate notice; and now, for the fir
time, he proceeded to fend them out upon a circuit
by themfelves *.

« No man taketh this honour unto himfelf, but he
that is called of God +.”” The chofen witnefles of
Jefus did not obtrude themfelves upon him, but
waited his fummons. He, the great Lord of the
harveft, appoints his labourese to their refpetive-

* Mat. x. I, &ce xis 2+ Mark 6 7==33.. Luke ix.. x-—'b.
4 Heb . 4 )
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able right to do what He will with his own; and
therefore to fend, or to withhold, his Gofpel, as He
pleafeth. :

But what was the grand object of tho embafly of
the Apoftles? Hear the inftruétions, which they re-
ceived from their divine Mafter: ¢ As heralds, pro-
claim with a loud voice, and with all the zeal and
courage, which fuch a caufe demands, that God is
now vifiting his people in mercy, and about to fet up
the promifed kingdom of the Redeemer. In attefta-
tion of your facred commiflion, and of the truth of
your doitrine, to prove alfo that your miniftry is de-
figned to anfwer the moft gracious and benevolent
purpofes, exert the miraculous powers now intrufted
to you, as epportunity fhall be given, for the relief
of the diftrefled, and not for your own private emo-
lument, which you muft cheerfully renounce.”

. From this part of the charge, how excellent does
the religion of Jefus appear! %t brings the moft re~
viving intcmience, as it “ proclims the acceptable

ear of the Lord.”” It propofes bleflings the moft
valuable, reprefented by thofe fupernatural cures which
the Apoftles wrought, and difpenfed, as thofe allo
were, freely, ¢ without money and without price,”
where no recompence can be expected. Shall we not
rejoice, that “ the kingdom of heaven” is come unto
us? Or fhall we hefitate to receive the gracious de-
clarations of thefe primitive heralds, who exhibited
inconteftable evidence, that they were no other than
ambafladors fram God! We are affured, that in cre-
diting their meflage we ¢ follow not cunningly de-
vifed fables,” while we perceive, that « God bore
them witnefs both with figns and wonders, and with
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoft, accord-
-ing to his own will *.” We are thankful, that their
commiffion, at firft fo circumfcribed, was afterwards

#* Heb. il 4o .
cax
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enlarged, and that they were commanded to ¢ go
into all the world, and preach the Gofpel to every
creaturc *.” Olherm(c, how would the bleffing have
been cxtcndcd to us? ‘But przif=d be God, He hath
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peace and comfort. The benediion, which you fo-
lemnly pronounce, fhall reft upon thofe families,
which are well-affeéted to my Gofpel; but it will
not profit fuch, as cantinue in unbelief. Your pray-
ers, however, though ineffe&tual for others, will not
be loft; for they fhall bring down the bleffing of God
upon your own heads. A tremendous wo thall await
thofe, who obftinately rejeét you; and, while you de-
part from them, you may intimate their awful ftate,
by fhaking off the duft of your feet, and thus repre~
fenting the very place as utterly defiled and devoted
to deitru&ion. In the grand, the decifive day of
judgment, thofe, who have refufed to obey the word
of my grace, fhall perifh with more aggravated ruin,
than even Sodom and Gomorrab, under the vene
geance of Almighty God.”

In this addrefs we difcover fome difcriminating
marks of the faithful preachers of the Gofpel in every
age. May God raife up among ourfelves, men of
this defcription, to teftify ¢ the truth, as it is in Je-
fus!” It becomes them not to be anxious for their
own temparal fupport, much lefs to covet worldly
dignities or fenfual indulgences. While they carry
with them a meffage of peace and love, they fhould
prove, by the kindnefs of their deportment, that the
wifh to premote the happinefs of all. Yet, in per
confiftence with this mecknefs, they thould poflefs
fuch courage and fidelity, as “to declare all the coun-
fel of God,” and folemnly to warn contemptuous
finners of impending deftru&ion. Is this allowed?
But do you, to whom they come, confider alfo, what
is due to them and their do&rine! Do you honour
their office? Do you ferioufly regard their exhorta-
tions? Poflibly, a bold and unreferved declaration of
the truth may excite your difguft, and draw forth the
hidden corruptions of your hearts: at leaft, it wilt
evince your real difpofitions. O beware! TF -
who long for your falvation, muft admonith yo
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this manner, you may have occafion to ftand before
the great men of the earth, and you will embrace the
opportunity, ‘to bear witnefs of me and of my falva.
tion, which otherwife they might not hear of. Such
an atteftation will be an honour to you, and may
prove the means of fpiritual benefit to them. Are
you difcouraged by an apprehenfion, that you fhall
not be able to {peak, as you ought, in your own juf-
tification, before fuch auditors? You fhall be infpired
with wifdom from above; and it fhall be immedi-
ately fuggefted to you by the Holy Ghoft, what you
thould advance in vindication of yourfelves and the
Gofpel.” ‘ .

¢ Nor-fhall your enemies be thofe at a diftance
merely, but even your neareft relatives in life will
rife up with furious and murderous rage againft you.
Brethren, parents, and children will break through
the ties of natural affeGion, while they are oppofing,
and endeavouring to deftroy, each other from a ha-
tred of the truth, Such a bitternefs of perfecution
you will meet with in every place, on account of your
cordial regard to me, that you will be held forth as
the objelts of univerfal deteftation. But maintain
your integrity-and your firmnefs in the faith, without
wavering; ‘and, whatever you may fuffer by the way,
the end will be very glorious indeed.”

. ¢ Refiftance may drive you from one city, but im-
mediately carry your meflage to another. Enough
remains to be done, not will you complete your pro-
grefs through the varigus parts of Judea, till I myfelf
appear, to eftablith mine own caufe, and to deitroy
mine enemies.”

“ Are you furprifed or ftaggered at being called
out to fuch painful trials? Remember, what I, your
Lord and Mafter, have to endure, and what vile re-
proaches are caft upon my name: and be content,
that your treatment in the world fhould refer
mine, Lc6t not your adverfaries tetrify or difco

~
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7 Gofpel requires, fhall be difowned and rejeed
:h everlafting abhorrence, for the baleneis and ma-
‘nity of their condu&.”

“ You may have expected much ostward profpericy
d peace from the coming of the MeEes, znd tne
-ablithment of his kingdom; but th= rezl corle-
ence will be dire&ly contrary. Tbough tae ten-
ncy of my rcligion be moft exceli=rz, ez, tirunga
e corruption of man oppofing it, ali mesner of cus-
fion and violence will enfue. The fierceft conien-
ns between the neareft relatives wif =iz pace;

that none, probably, may be fo intenfsd agw
y faithful fervants, as tho'e, who mzy dwell i tue
me family, and are conneded with tzem by me
ofeft bonds of friendihip and of kingrzs.”

<« It is neceffary, then, that you fhould b2 prepar-
I for the moft painful feparation. If trere te ary
1e, even parent or child, whoiz fevour you cen
-efer to mine, you can have ro proper fends of =y
orth or of my claims upon you; nor can you .i-
fs any part in my falvation. You mult bz = ..0:.
» facrifice your eafe, your reputation, an? yeur sz e
r interefts, for my fake and the Gofpel’s, 2nd rea-
ily fubmit to all bardfhips and indiznities. I, j2ur
«cader and Commander, go before you, 273 tuere-
re you fhould not hefitate to foillow me, through
such tribulation. Perbaps, a vislent d=a:h may clofe
our fufferings here. Be itfo. Thai=, wro apo-
:atize from me may lengthen out ticir exifieive
pon earth a few days Jonger; but trncy fhall be de-
rroyed for ever : while you, who may frid your biood
1 my caufe and fervice, fhail live ar.d reign, beyond
ae reach of perfecutors, in everiafting nappinefs and
lory. *This is enough, furely, to fix your deter-
1ination, and infpire you with increafing confid=:
nd zeal,”

“ You will fuftain an important charaller; nor is
t a matter of indifference, how you ate txeancd

A
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. B
the world. I folemnly declare, that whatever kindoe§-
is thewn unto you, while you are a&ing in my name,
it fhall be confidered as a mark of u xghelngnl
to me-and my Father; for you go forth as our repre. |
fentatives and ambaffadors. He, who fhall-cordially. |
receive my prophets or minifters for the fiike-of -thit
Gofpel, which they preach, or even any faithful itV
ciples in private life, from a pure, di fted 18"
fpe& to their charafler, thall be abundently repaid fox:
his pious Jiberality towards them: for hie fhall partaké
with them of that blifs and glory, to which they fhaf ;
fhortly be admitted.” ’ SR

<« I commend you, therefore, as my dear childen;
. to the notice of all, who are concerned for my el .

‘Whofoever hall afford you the leaft attention o2 .

frehment by the way, adminiftering only a cup ¥
cold water for your relief, merely becaufe you b&
to me and are employed in my fervice, I pledge myt -
Telf to return that act of kindnefs in an ample man-
her. I will not forget, but publicly own, approve, and.
reward, the labours of love, which fhall be wrought
for my name’s fake.”

Such was the purport of our Lord’s moft affecting
addrefs to his twelve Apoftles, when he fent them
forth to evangelize the land. Such tender and earneft
wifhes did he exprefs for their encouragement, fup-
port, and fuccefs in their arduous work. Having re-
ceived their commiffion and the folemn charge, they
proceeded, as they were directed, on their moment-
ous expedition. 'They carried with them from place
to place the gracious overtures of reconciliation with
God through Jefus Chrift, and called upon all, with-
out exception, to humble themfelves before pim un-
der a conviction of their guilt, and turn from their
evil ways with fincere contrition and renovation of
heart. Nor did Jefus himfelf ceafe from his own

rous exertions. He continued to bear part of
burden, and perfevered in his progrefs, tht‘




you be not invefted with a public office iri the Church
of Chrift, yet, as called by his name, you fhould be
meek, gentle, and inoffenfive.  You muft be willing
to bear the moft ignominious and fcornful treatment,
for the fake of your Lord and Mafter. You muft
cheerfully fubmit to the heavieft calamities, in the
way of duty, without diftrufting the providence of
God; and, in every poflible fituation, avow your
attachment to Chrift, whatever painful confequences
Zou may fuffer.  You never can be at liberty to deny

im, though your moft beloved friends, or thofe, on
whom you depend for your fuftenance, thould require

7
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you to do it. Let father and mother, wife and chil.
dren be dear to you, as they ought to be; but let Je-:
fus be dearer than all, e claims, and he deferves,
your cordial and fupreme regard. You do not, thete-
fore, underftand his excellency, or your obligatiom
to him, unlefs you prefer his favour and the advances -
ment of his glory to every worldly pofleffion or- en-
~ joyment, unlefs you can give up your neareft kia?
dred, your reputation, emolument, eafe, or life itflf}
for his fake, whenever they come in competitioa, !

Where, then, fhall we find fuch love to the:Sasicl
our, fuch zeal for his name? It is evident, that masy;
are totally deftitute of thzfe holy principles. "Aw:
there not thofe, who are enflaved to fenfual pleafiiresy

and determined, as far as poffible, to tify every .
"o webat purpeb

inclination of their hearts!? And to

fhould we inculcate upon them the neceflity of taking
up the crofs, and following Jefus? They would tym |
away their ears in contempt or indignation. Ye
we muft declare the offenfive truth, that % the luft of -
the flefh, the luft- of the eyes, and the pride of life,”
are as inconfiftent with real Chriftianity now, 2
they were in primitive times. ¢ Whofoever, there-
. fore, will be a friend of the world, is the enemy of
God *.”

Is it fufficient to affume expreffions of refpe&, and,
with demure appearance, upon your bended knees, to
pretend a high regard for the Saviour, while you are

" afraid to advance one ftep farther in his fervice, than
may be agreeable to the general maxims and cuftoms
of the place in which youlive? Would he not account
fuch compliments as an infult, more odious to him,

than an 1 oppofition? This temporizing fpirit
is as ! it is finful: it pleads for prudence,
but deftruttion. You may contrive to
avo n, and procure applaufe and prefer-

#* James lv 4.
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'nt among men; but what will thefe avail, if Jefus
own you? What fhame, confufion and horror will
erwhelm you, when convicted, before the affem-
d univerfe, of treating him with infolent contempt!
May we all, therefore, be perfuaded to follow him,
erever he fhall lead, and to undergo all extremitics
his fervice! Why fuch a regard to prefent conve-
:ncesf Why fuch a fear of our fellow—creatures,
1a diftruft of God? Do not thefe things arzue
ich unbelief, and betray an earthly mind? Let us
: above our little difficulties, and confide in that
»d, who takes care for the very fparrows, and hath
mbered the hairs of our heads. He will not be
ttentive to our wants, even in this life, if we be
‘hful to him: and a glorious recompenfe is laid up
heaven for thofe, who are willing to haza:d every
afequence, from a zealous adherence to his caufe.
dependence on his promife, may we now fufren-
- ourfelves and our all to him, and ftand with con-
ence and joy before him, at the great day of his
rearing! Amea. )

02’ ¥
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who are a&tively employed in the facred functions of
religion; to fecure fome moments to themfelves, by
retreating from their public engagements, that both
their minds and bodies may be recruited.

T o obtain the defired privacy, he paffed over a part
of the fea of Galilee; and great multitudes, who had
obferved his departure, followed him with much
eagernefs, ¢ bscaufe they faw his miracles.”” They
were induced to attend him, through aftonifhment or
curiofity; at leaft, we fear, by no better motive. The
compaflionate Jefus, however, upon coming to the
fhore, where they were ready to receive him, could
not look upon them without feeling the moft tendar
concern for their ftate, remarking,. as he had done
on a former occafion, that ¢ they were as fheep not
having a thepherd.” On this account, foregoing his
intended reft, he began to renew his labours amongit
them, and went up with them to 2 mauntain, that he
might be heard with convenience; where he opsned
to them the nature of - his kingdom, and manifefted
his power, by reftoring health and vigour to them
that were difeafed. Blefled Je{us! ‘we befeech thee
ftill to look with pity ¢ on the ignorant, and on them -
that are out of the way.”” -~ How immenfe are their
numbers, and how wretched is their condition!
Stretch out thine arm to recover them from the paths
of error, and reveal thy glories to them. Inftru&
them in thy truth, and take them into thy fold, as the
fheep of thy pafture.

At the clofe of the day, the difciples would have
difmiffed the people, as they had no ftock of provi-
fions for them. But Jefus, unwilling to fend them
away without refrefhment, defired that fome food
~Anight be given them. Accordingly, at his word pre-
parations were made, in order to furnith them an en-
tertainment. ‘They were all marfhalled in ranks,
and fet down in the open air upon the grafs. B-
wheace fhall a fufficient qu(:mity of meat be proey

L] .
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we not firangely perverfe and infatuated, if we ac-
knowledge him to be the Teacher of Ifrael, the Chrift
of God, and yet remain unconcerned about his doc-
trine? Either fay at once, He is a bafe impoftor,
which few will dare to affert; or elfe, bow with un-
feigned fubmiffion to him, and pray, ¢ Shew me thy
ways, O Lord, and teach me thy paths. Make
known to me the glorious truths of thy falvation;
and fpeak effetuafly to my heart, for thy fervant
heareth.” '

Or, allowing his facred chara&ter, are we afraid to
follow him? The miracle, we have confidered, is cal-
culated to fix and confirm our dependence upon him,
as able to provide for our fupport, and exercifing a
tender care for our bedies as well as fouls. If we are
ever fo neceflitous, we perceive with what eafe he
can multiply our ftore. In a thoufand ways, which
we cannot forefee, he can furnith our tables ‘with
plenty. This very inftruction was meant to b con-
veyed to us; and accordingly, the difciples were af-
terwards reproved, for not remembering the extraor-
nary occurrence to better purpofe, when they were
apprehenfive of wanting bread to eat *. Let us learn,
then, to ¢ caft all our care upon him,” believing
that he will ¢ feed us with food convenient for us.”

T'he aftonifhed multitude, concluding him to be
the Mefiiah, and expecting, agreeably to their carnal
notions, that he would {et up a temporal dominion,
were defirous immediately to inveft him with regal
honours. But, fo far from entertaining any ambi-
tious defizns, or difcovering any oftentation, he took
pains to avoid public notice and applaufe, and there-
fore he withdrew from them.. He directed his dif-
ciples, alfo, to depart, and to crofs the lake to Beth-
faida, "pernaps that he might prevent them from fa-
vouring the foolilh withes of the people. In thr

® Mat. xvi. 9
Qa !
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he felt the violence of the ftorm, his faith failed, and
he began to fink; fo that, if Jefus had not ftretched
out his compaffionate hand to fave him, he muft have
perithed in the deep.

Jefus then entered the veflel, and reftored peace
and comfort to his difciples. Immediately, the rage
of the wind abated, and they were brought to the
very point of land, which they aimed at. What proofs
of power; what marks of dignity were here! Yet
what modefty and condefceniion appeared in our
Lord's conftant deportment! He did not difplay his
ability in an oftentatious manner, or even for his own
accommodation. He fubmitted to travel on foot,
with much fatigue, when he could have inftantly
tranfported himfelf to the moft diftant place. His
attendants were filled with inexpreffible aftoni’hment,
and the more fo, as they had not duly confidered the
miracle of the preceding day. They fell down before
him, with the ftrongeft emotions of gratitude and love,
and with expreflions of profound adoration, crying out,
« Of a truth, thou art the Son of God.” “The in-
hxbitants, aifo, of the n:ighbouring coaits no foorer
received intzlligence of him, than they docked after
him with great cagerncls, entreating his compaflion
toward the fick; and, merely by the touch of his
carment, the moft inveterate difeafes were removed.

Shall not We, likewife, be encouraged to apply to
him, who has all power in his hand, and who, in fo
many inftances, has proved himfelf < mighty to fave?”
Our faith may be tricd, as that of his difciples was,
and, probably, our weaknefs will foon be evinced.
¢ Lord, help our unbelicf.”  He is oftzn pleafed to
fuffer a violent ftorm to arife, and his people may
feem, as if they were left alone upon the deep, toil-
ing in extreme diftrefs, ready to perifh. But he will
gracioufly interpofe, in due feafon, to fave them. He
will manifeft himfelf to them, appeafe the rage of the
tempedt, quict their fears, and ¢ bring them unto

(O their
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their defired haven.”” ¢ Oh, that men would praife
the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful
works to the children of men *1”?

‘I'he multitude, who had been defirous that Jefus
fhould aflume the government, and from whom he
had withdrawn, fought after him again with renewed
ardour. They had travelled far on foot, and then
they croffed the lake in fearch of him. At length,
they found him in the fynagogue at Capernaum, and,
after exprefling their furprife at his removal to that
pl ey which they could not account for, they re-

sl a Clamn rearanf Far tha varu lawae and faendl
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and infolently demanded his credentials, as if he had
already exbibited none, which deferved regard. He.
had performed various miracles in their neighbour-
hood, of which they muft have had authentic infor-
aation ; and their own eyes had feen unqueftionable
proofs of his divine miffion: and ftill they prefumed
to afk, * What doft thou work i>> Unbelief is always
unreafonable: it cavils at the plaineft teftimonies, and
determines never to be fatishied. We need not, there-
fore, be furprifed at the outcry for ftronger evidence,
which is generally made by thofe, whom no evidence
will convince.

It was intimated to Jefus, that his miracles were
far inferior to thofe of Mofes, who had fully demon- |
ftrated his facred character and legation, by fupport~
ing their anceftors in the wildernefs with manna from
hcaven. He replied, that the Lord God was then
difpenfing to them bread infiniiely more excellent,
than that which Mofes had been the means of com-
municating, and that this bread was ro other than
the very Perfon, who had defeended from the higheft
h-avens, for the purpofe of giving life to a perithing
world. - The extraordinary and important declara-
tion, probably, imprefled the minds of fome of his "
augdience, and conftrained them to cry out, though
they comprehended not the full import of their own
words, ¢ Lord, evermore give us this bread.”” There
cannot be a more fuitable petition for ourfelves to
offer up: only let us underftand and feel its mean-
ing. _Who is not anxious to preferve life? What
immenfe pains are taken to procure that fultenance,
which merely fupports the body? And fhall we not
be folicitous to gain a happy exiftence beyond the
grave! Are we told, that God has ‘gracioufly made
_provifion for this very end, in the Gofpel of his Son?
And fhall we not, inftead of proudly and petulantly
. quarrelling with it, ferioufly enquire into the nature
* aof ity and tae method, in which the benefit maybe ¢
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vation of his people was the very end, for which he
had left the glory of heaven, and that it was alfo the
grand obje& of his Father’s counfels. On this ground
he inftru&ed them to expe&t from him the comple-
tion of their happinefs in an everlafting ftate, and
promifed again and again, that, though their bodies
muft go down to the duft, the grave thould not detain
them for ever, but that his arm would refcue them from
death at the laft day. Will nos-thefe aflurances fuffice
us? Jefus poflefies all fulnefs of grace for the reco-
very of them that are loft. The invitation is fent to
all without exception; the offer is freely made to
thofe, who fincerely defire it; and all obftruitions
are removed, but thofe, which finners themfelves ob-
ftinately continue to throw in the way. What more
do you with for, than a favourable acceptance? Why,
then, do you remain at a diftance from him, fince he
b.ds you to draw nigh, and engages to give you a
cordial welcome? There is no decree, which can ex-
clude you from his mercy, if only you will fubmit to
his propofals. His hand is ftretched out to commu-
nicate his bleffings; and his bowels yearn with com-
paflion toward every poor fupplicant, who is humbled
at his feet.

Jefus having fpoken in high terms of his defcent
from heaven, and of the benefits to be derived from
him, the Jews, who were not acquainted with his di-
vine extra&ion, and fuppofed himn to be no more than
the fon of Jofeph, his reputed father, began to cavil
at his expreflions. To filence their obje&tions, and
turn their attention to themfelves, he replied to the
following effeét: '

¢ Inftead of indulging a captious difpofition, feri-
oufly confider your own awful circumftances, and
imp{ore direGtion and affiftance from above. For
fuch is the natural ignorance and perverfene(s of man
in his fallen ftate, that he cannot be induced to feek
or accept falvation in my name, bux by the power!

opeRa
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coesation of God vpon his mind.  Your own pro-
paess have inftruct.d you to afk and ex pect this very
infuence; and cvery one, who has obtained ity will
acknowledge my claims, and yield me an unfeigned
fubmiflion. In this way only my bleflings are to be
fecured. Miftake me not, as if the Father would
nuanifett himfelf in a vitible manner to you: He
fpeaks to you by him, who is come from his im-
mediate prefence; and I, his faithful witnefs, declare
with the moft folemn and repeated afleverations, that
he, who places his whole affiance upon me, is received
intv the divine favour, and poflefles a {ure title to
c:ernal happinefs.”

« | am, thercfore, that bread, which alone can 2f-
ford true f{uftenance to your fouls. How far fuperior
to the manna, by which your anceftors were fup-

rted! That was the means of preferving their ex-
iftence in this world, only for a thoit feafon : whereas
the tpiritual food, which I propofe, will effectually
fecure vou from perithing for ever. I myiclf am that
food, of which the manna was a faint and imperfect
seprefentation: 1 came down from the hignett -hea-
yens to communicate everiafting life to all thore,
throughceut the whole world, who by faith fhall par-
peipate the facred provifion.  For this very purpoie,
1 pare affumed 2 human body? which I fhall fhorty
wi.r P as an expiatory facrifice, to refcue finners
V™" Jeferved ruin, and procure for them the poffef-

’F\‘m,f cndlefs felicity,”
L7 7y jrations fo ftrong, fo new, and myfterious, ex-

1’2 tious fentiments in the minds of the Jews,
cired + : yefore, began to difpute with each other con-

oy (P gher ally as they could not compre-
B v 1 < give them his fleth to cat.”
i  AM" F them were difpofed to deride
i g o er abfurd. But ke proceeded
"k f ,’ exprefs and vehement affer-
X .-“ 'I . tions,
ll")‘:‘
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"tions, without deigning to anfwer every cavil, which.
& proud ‘obje&or might bring. . :
"¢ However you may fcorn the warning, I folemnly
affure you, that you are totally deftitute. of real, fpi-
risual life, unlefs you be quickened by believing on the'
Son of man, as fuffering and dyi[:g for you®. He
fursenders up his body.to the moft violent tortures,
awmd confents to thed his blood; and the benefits of this.
atonoment will be éommunicated to you through faith.
As the common food of your bodies muft be receiv-
ed, that it may afford them the neceffary fuftenance,
fo muft you feaft-upon the facrifice, which my death
-will make, in order to derive from it true nourith-
ment and vigour to your fouls. The man, who thus
maintains an habitual regard to me, as his grand
.and fole fupport, ¢*.who eatcth my fleth and drinketh
my- blood,” fles the principle of immortal life
awithin him, and I engage to raife his very duft from
the grave in a glorified ftate. He is furnithed with
an entertainment more delightful, than the moft

#* Tt would be dotng the utmoft violence to lahguage to explain our
Lord’s expreflions in any other fenie, than as referring to his in-
tended facrifice of himfelf. If he be no more than a Teacher cf
virtue, and if he fave us only by his good inftru&ions, with what
propriety of fpeech could he taik of giving his fleth to eat, and his
blood to drink ? This figure, doubtlefs, muft be underftood as repre-
fenting his death, and cur falvation a¢ refulting from it, agreeably to
thofe other declarations of the Scriptures, which afcribe cur redemp
tion to his blood. Ailowing the reference to his atonement, the
whole appears confiftent, and demards our moft ferious regard; but
otherwiie, it muft be thought ftrange and,incongruous.

The Lord’s fupper was not, at this time, inftituted; and therefore,
though many of the expreflions may be properly accommodated to
that facrament, which is an emblematical reprefentation of the flejh
and blood of Chrift given to us as our fpiritual food and fuftenance,
yet we are not warranted in drawing any conclufions from tie paffage
before us, with refpe to the efficacy of that ordinance. Thofe, who
communicate by faith, do indeed eat the flefh and dr nk the blood of
Chritt, and they are vitally united to him- But the bare participa-
tion of the outward elements proves not a believing appiication to the
$aviour, nor does it ngceffarily implant or increafe the divine principle
of life in the foul

- fumptuow
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fumptuous provifions can be to-the Tenfes. He i
joined to me by 2 myfierious and infe aniogy;
even refembling that which fubfifts between the ceer. |
nal Fath&:al alnd I}isﬂinc:;n;t‘ed Son, by ::hm of which;
his foul be fuftain invigo ‘through fé:
conftant communications of the g::t. So far, thay; !
does the heavenly manna furpafs, in its excellent ob: "
feQs, that miraculous food, which was granted.w
your progenitars in the wildernefs: That i .
a benefit, comparatively mean in its nature, and thost-
in its continuance; but this, which is nhow exhibited,. :
will fecure life and happinefs of the moft exalted kind):
and durable as eternity.” - : S
Such was the purport of our Lord’s addrefs to dhe:.
Jews, and it is equally interefting to us, as it was to. .
them. Have we ferioufly confidered it, and the im»:
" portant do&rines involved in it] What impreffions;
then, are produced in our minds? Are we, like them: "
difpofed to murmur, becaufe Jefus claims fuch an ex-: '

alted dignity? Or, are we inclined to-enter into cu.;
riqus fpeculations, and difpute againft the plain affer..

tions of the Bible, becaufe they contain fome things,

which baffle our comprehenfion! How prefumptuous

is fuch a fpirit! Rather, let us confider our blindnes

and extreme depravity, and fufpe& our own conclu-

fions. Let us fervently implore thofe divine influ-

ences, which God hath promifed, and which the

wifeft and beft of men continually need. Our un-

derftandings muft be illuminated, truly to difcern the
appointed method of falvation in the Gofpel; our car- -

prejudices and affections muft be fubdued, that,

objetions againft it may be effeCtually filenced;

our wills muft be brought under a holy bias, that

m- “lly comply with it, A
ibited as the heavenly manns, which -

‘ith our-fouls to life eternal: Have we

m in this chara&ter? He condefcended

wtaker of ftefh and bload,” that dy-

iog
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ing in our nature he might expiate our guilt: Have
we fixed our regard upon him, as our atoning facri-
fice? It is folemnly declared, that, without a real par-
ticipation of Chrift by faith, we muft remain in a
ftate of fpiritual- death: Have we been fufficiently
aware of the abfolute neceflity of believing? It is not
enough, that we give a cold aflent to this fact, that
Jefus hath dicd for us; but we muft place our whole
reliance upon him, and expe& pardon, peace, and
everlafting glory, as obtained for us by his blood:
Do we conftantly maintain fuch a temper of mind
towards him? Very blefled are the efte&ts of this
humble and cordial application to the Saviour: Can
we teflify of the reality and excellency of them? Do
we daily feed on the facred fuftenance, here provided
for us, and find the moft exquifite delight from it?
Are we fenfible of any' communion between Jefus
and our own fouls? And do we derive from him, re-
frelhment when we are weary, ftrength when we
faint, and comfort when we are. opprefled with
troubles? If fuch be our acquaintance with him, we
may rejoice in the confidence, that he will bring us
forth, at the gencral refurrection, with triumph and
exceeding joy, and grant us a fure abode in his own
glorious prefence for evermore,

Such a free declaration of the myfteries of faith,
and efpecially fuch a particular application of them to
the confciences of the hearers, will generally excite
offence; nor fhould the minifters of Chrift be fur-
prifed at that effect, when they obferve the reception,
which their Mafter met with, Many, even of his
profefled friends and difciples, began to cavil at his
doétiine as harfh and uaintelligible.  He perceived
their inward difaffeétion, and Yepiied to the very ob-
jeétions, which they were afraid to utter.  He inti-
mated, that he fhould foon return to heaven, from
whence he had come down, and that his afcenfion,
which might puzzle them as much as what he had

aflerted,
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will occur, which will manifeft their infincerity.
Very frequently, they are offended by the plain deal~
ing of their minifters; and it is no wonder, that they
depart from thofe, who fufpeét them of - hyprocrify.
How awful is their cafe! ¢ It had been better for
them not to have known the wayof righteoufnefs *.”
May the example awaken the attention of all,-who*
bear the Chriftian name ! Happy thofe, who are pre-~
ferved unfhaken, in the midft of numerous apoftates.
We afk, then, of what fort is your attachment to
Jefus? <« Will ye alfo go away{” Are you moved
from your hope, ¢ who feemed to be pillars?” You
muft, indeed, be left to your own choice: but we en-
treat you to form that choice deliberately, with a full
view of all the confequences before you. If you de-
part from Chrift, to whom can you betake yourfelves?
Is there any other refuge? Are « the words of eternal
life”” to be found any where befides!? We exhort, you,
then, that whatever difficulties may await you, you
would not ¢ draw back unto perdition,” but ¢ with
-purpofe of heart cleave unto the Lord.”

® 2 Pet. ii. 214
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SECT. 2r.

Fjes replicd to the cavils of Pbharifees—cautioned the
poopie againft them—tried and commended the faith of
a winan cf Canaan—wrought many cures—fed {mr
th:yund by a miracle—oppofed by Pharifees and Sad-
dzucecs— eflored fight to a blind man at Bethfuida—
declared his charaller, and foretold his paffion, to bis
aiiipies, requiring them alfo to fuffer with bim.

TrHoucH we are informed of many minute occur-
rences in the life of Jefus, many alfo are concealed
from us. We are not told, wheth:r he attended the
celebration of the pafiover, which very foon fucceeded
the tranfations, recoided in the preceding fetion.
But, at that time efpeciaily, accounts of this very fin-

lar character might be carried from Galilee to Jern-

lem, which excited the envious difpleafure of the pub-
and moft celebrated teachers of religion.  Accord-
ly, various perfons of thut defcription, the Scribes
,{’harifees, wentdown from Jerufilem, probablyte
sernaum, which was at a cenfiderable diftance,
“the exprefs purpofe of warching him, that they
vht brinc accufation againft him, or difcredit
am with le *. 71 i;lc(c min,. with all their :
,retenc" y» were the moft violent oppofers

¥=—20. Mark vii, 1=23.
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of the Saviour, and were, evidently, aQuated by the*
TBafeftanotives-in their condu@ towards him. ‘Fhey
,giovered. great zeal, by taking fo long a jeurney;
ut it was in a bad caufe. Nor is it uncommon gr
hole, whe refift the truth, to be at imnienfe pains
gnd expenfe, and even to fuppole that they are « do-
#ng God fervice,” 4t the very time thiey are filled with
-enmity againit him. '
= Perfons, fo difpofed, will feldom be at a lofs for ob-
tgions. Something or other, in the moft exemplary
behaviour, will appear cenfurable to the envious and
malicious eye. hat caufe.of complaint, then, did
thefe infidious adverfaries ﬁnd,again& the boly Jefus?

“hey upbraided him with the contempt, which his
diiciples thewed for their “traditions, in eating with-
oot firft walling their hands. How ridiculous, and
how . palpable, “was. their- hypocrify, who laid fuch
firefs on- outward purifications, and perceived not
their need of inward fanity! Men are ever proneto
depend on a friét obfervance of rites and ceremonies
even of their own invention, and to fubftitute them
for < the power of godlinefs,” or to imagine that thefe
will compenfate the negle&t of the moft exprefs, mo-
ral injuntions. Jefus, therefore, convited them of
their glaring inconfiftency, in preferring their own
fupérftitious ‘inftitutions to the abfolute precepts of
God. He produced one inftance, in which they virtu-
ally abrogated the fifth commandment. For they ex-
cufed thofe, who, through a falfe pretext of piety and
of devoting their fubftance to God, refufed to relieve
their aged parents in diftrefs. They accounted it
fufficient for them to fay, that they had bound them-
felves by a vow to give their money to the treafury .
or fome facred ufe, and then they confidered them as
freed from the obligation of contributing to the fup-
port of their father or their mother.

It is indifpenfably required, that we ¢ learn firft to
fhew piety at home, and to requite our parentsy :\;t

AN
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perceive herein the performance of ancient promifes,
and blefs God, who ¢ hath remembered his holy
Covenant, and raifed up an horn' of falvation for
us?”’

The dignity of Jefus was difplayed in other in-
ftances. Again he put forth his creative power, as
on a former occafion, to fupply the neceflities of thofe

% Mat. xv. 30, &6’ Mark viil, 1<=10,
P2 who
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whe strended his mimiflry. Moved with compaffion
far tSe peopie, who had continued with him three .
days wegether, and were then quite deflitute of food,
ad smany of them at 2 é@ftance their own homes,
e Surridied 2 table for them in the open ficdds.  He
deted his diicighes to ixpart to them their own
a fcw fmall fifhes; which were fo multiplied in the
&sirdenion, that four thoufand perl.ns, befides wo-
mea and Aidien, were fed and Gusfied. The re-
maos of this miraculous feaft, alio, as of the former,
exceedal the ariginal flore; feven bafkets of frag-
ments beinz gathered up.  He has afforded us foffi-
Gient encouragement, furely, to depend upon bim for .
our daily bread.  Only let_us follow bim in the vway
of caty, and be will not fuffer us 0 © want any good
thing.”’ He “ giveth food to all flefh;> may,  the
@t is Eis, and the fulnefs thereof;* 0 that he can,
withcat dificulry, fupply all our nced. He has in-
finuced us, alfo, we perceive, to be frugal in the
m-et cf plenty, and not to lavith by an ufclefs profu-
fion, what his bcunty beftows. In every cafe it is
peoper to “ gatker up the iragments, that nothing be
b:"."

Havinz diimifled the multitude, be crofled the fea
tc the ccafts of Magdaia. Here a freth attack was
msde upen him by a company of Pharifees and Sad-
d.czes united, who withed to enfnare him ®.  Thefe
men were as repugnant to each other in their princi-
ples, as pofibe; the former being fuperftitious in
the extreme, the Jatter perfetly licentious: but they
came tozether to tzmpt Jefus. We fee, that perfons
of oppoiite tempers, of different fentiments, and of
adverfe parties, who cordially hate one another, cin

“ide their animolities for a feafon, and ferget theit
evolence, that they may join their ftrength

* Mate xvi. Zem3a. Mark viil. 23e=21,
and



‘they are petulantly obje&ting to the infallible creden-
tials of the holy feriptures.  Such was the cafe of
thofle captious difputants, who attacked the Saviour;
and on this ground he reproved their inconfiftency
in forming an accurate judgment of the weather, and
yet obitinately refufing to fee  the figns cf the
times.” He then declared, with deep diftrefs for
their awful ftate, that ne fuch evidence, as they de-
firad, would be granted, except it were his own re-
furrcction on the third day; and then he left them to
themfzlves, departing to the oppofite fide of the lake.
Leg their cafe ftand as a folemn admonition to thofe;.
who ftudy to invalidate revelation by their f:btle ar+
gumnents,  Alas! while you are debating, Jefus may
entirely withdraw himfelf from you, and give you up

o
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to corrupt reafonings, and a confirmed obduracy «f
heart.

When they had croffed the fea, the difciples of
Jefus were diftrefled to find, that they had nearly ex-
haufted their whole ftock of provifions. Their Mal-

tor tn turn nff their attentinn tn a2 mara nrofibhle




muft be accommodated. Some may be inltantanecufly
¢ called out of darknefs into marvellous light;;”” whilft
many attain, by a_flow_ progrefs, to. tht. kunowledge

* Mark viii, 22=26..
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322 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS.

From this circumftance, Jefus was led to addre,
not his difciples only, but the multitude at large, @
the neceffity of being willing to fuffer with him.
Lct us attend to his folemn declarations ; for they -
cern ourfclves. Do we profefs a regard to him? He
exhorts us to enter upon a fri& courfe of felf-denid, .
and to fubmit to extreme difficulties, even to marty-
dom itfelf, in his caufe. We rhuft teflify a gratefl
fenfe of his love, and a pure defire to promote his
glory, bz facrificing eafe, intereft, reputation, and lif
itfel, when we are required, for his fake. A firon
attachment to prefent enjoyments may ruin usfor
ever; but a cheerful renunciation of every thing dex
and valuable upon earth, in the fervice of Chit
will be recompenfcd with eternal bleflednefs herc-
after,

Are any deterred, by fuch confiderations, from fo-
Jowing the Saviour? Then make your choice, and,
if you pleafe, prefer the world to him. . Secure is
bei{ delights, and, if it be poflible, poffefs the whok
of its pomps, its dominion, or its pleafures: whatwil
you have gained? C'an you cﬁima'te your profit, when

vy




emblem of his future and more illuftrious advent for
the final judgment of the world.

His preditions have been in parst fulfilled; and in
due time, when his righteous purpofes are effe@ed,
they will all have their full completion. He will be
revealed in his glory, as he hath teld us; * and every
eye fhall fee him.”  How fhall we fland before him?

hat is our hope and expe&ation? Does the profpect
of his manifeftation fill us with delight? For fo it
ought to do, if we be indeed partakers of his falvation,
It is the privilege of his faithful ‘people to look and
long for his appearing, crying, ¢ Come, Lord Jefus, .
‘come quickly.” But fuch as remain at enmity againft
him, have abundant caufe to dread « the day of the
I.ord.’? In vain would they call upon the rocks and
: : ~Pe mountains
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mountains to cover them, and hide them frem!'
face. They muft be arraigned’ at his bar; and th
everlafting doom fhall be pronounced from

mouth.—~May we find mercy of the Lord in thatd

and enter with him into his kingdom for ev
Amen, )



JESUS CHRIST.

SECT. 22.

Fefus was trar;.vﬁgam{, and declared to be the Son 79
God—-expelled an evil fpirit, which bis Apofiles could
not—uwarned them of bis approaching [ufferings—
paid the facred tribute by a miracle—jfuggefted folemn:
cautions’ againft amb.tion, offencas, contempt of any
the weakeft believers, Jeversty and revenge towards.

" an offending brother.

THE Lord Jefus Chrift appeared upon. earth in &
flate of profound humiliation: the brightnefs of his
erigiral glory being obfeured by the infirmities of
humanity, and the external meannefs of his condi-
tion. His example, indeed,. his preaching,. and his
miracles, proved him to be, not only fuperior to the
children of men, but ¢ the Lord from heaven.””
There were alfo-certain occafions, on which his true
diﬁnity. was difplayed in a very fignal manner.. The
following inftance is of that kind; and. it feems ta
have been.intended, not for. vain parade,. but for im-
portant purpofes to himfelf and. others..

About a week after the folemn. addrefs to his dif-
ciples, which was laft mentioned, he retired to a high
mountain (fuppofed by fome to be mount Tabor),
for the purpofes of fecret devotion*. He: feleted
three out of the twelve, Peter, James, and John,, his

® Mut, xviis 1e=33. Mark ix. 2=33. Luke ix. 28—36.
' L \{
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eternal Father, and the obje& of his fupreme coms
placency, and required an earneft regard and an un-
feigned fubmiffion to him. Here, then, was a clear
revelation, and a near approach of the Deity. Bue-
was not the grand exhibition too much for human
powers to fuftain? Alas! fuch is our ftate of infirmity,
and fuch the effe&t of guilt upon the confcience, that
the moft advanced faints in this world would feel fome
degree of terror, if God were to manifeft himfelf to
them in his glorious majefty, though fweetly tempered
with grace and mercy. If our eyes fhould behold the
Lord of hofts, we fhould exclaim, as Job,. % I abhor
myfelf, and repent in duft and athes *:” or as Ifaiah,’
¢« 'Wo is mel for I am undone {:” or as Peter,
¢ Depart frem me, for I am a finful man, O Lord t.”*
So thefe three diftinguithed difciples < fell on their
face, and were fore afraid.” But Jefus, who under-
takes to introduce his people into the prefence of
God, and to give them confidence before him, im=
mediately interpofed to fupport and comfort them,
He put his hands on them, and encouraged them to
arife, and lay afide their fears. .

The transfiguration was ended; the heavenly vifit-
ants difappeared; and Jefus, being left alone with his
Apoftles, charged them not to divulge what they had
feen, till after his refurretion. Perhaps, their ac=
count of it would not have been credited before that
event, and it might have produced fome dangerous
confequences. It fhould feem, that they expe&ed
Elijah’s continuance among them, and were furprifed
at his being withdrawn. For it was commonly fup-
pofed from Malachi’s prediétion, that he would re-
surn to dwell on the earth, to effect a general refors
mation, and thus pave the way for the kingdom of
Meffiah §. But Jefus taught them, that the pro-

* Job xlii. 6. 4 Ma. vi, 5.
§ Lakev. 8. § Makiv, 5, &
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not withhold his favour from you on account of it:
«¢ Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” Nor
fhould you entreat him for yourfelves alone, but for
your friend, or your child in diftres. In all circum-
. ftances, he can extend to you the very relief, which
you want.
* The difciples, as we have intimated, in vain at-
" tempted to expel the demon : and at this they exprefi=
~ ed their wonder, when they had retired with their
* Mafter. They had wrought many miraculous cures
- before, and, perhaps, for that very reafon, they were
* too felf-fufficient, forgetting their entire dependence
* upon him for all their fuccefs. At leaft, in this in
* ftance. their faith failed them; and, accordingly, he
* taught them, that, only by maintaining a conftant
- reliance upon him, though it were but in a feeble
manner, they fhould perform the moft aftonithing
- operations. tle further obferved, that it was necef«
" fary to implore divine affiftance, efpecially on folemn
* occalions and in great difficulties, by a more than or-
dinary meafure of devotion and humiliation.
*° Waeare not called to the fame high office, or in«
* wefted with the fame powers, as the Apoftles. But
- we have all, in our refpe@ive places, continual need
of God’s ftrengthening and fupporting hand, In the
view of our feveral duties and trials, we may fee rea-
fon to cry out, “ Who is fufficient for thefe things?’*
Perhaps, our good end:avours have mifcarried, « be-
caufe of our unbelief.”” With what temper of mind,
have we fet ourfelves to combat our fpiritual enemies ?
Shall we wonder, that we have been defeated, or that
eur corruptions ftill retain their afcendancy, notwith-
ftanding our appofition? For is it not true, here alfo,
that the victory, we feck, cannot be obtained, ¢ but
by prayer and fafting?"* .
From the mount of transfiguration, Jefu-
through different parts of Galilee. There
epportunities of privacy, that he might o

~ .



vour.

And are we duly fenfible of the fpiritual nature of
our religion? Are we not aiming at worldly grandeut
and pre-eminence, inftead of attending to the frame
of our fouls? What have we known of real conver-
fion of heart? Is not the very term treated with pro-
fane ridicule, as if the mention of it proved a man a
vifionary and an enthufiaft? But furely, if converfion
were fo abfolutely neceflary in our Lord’s time, it
cannot now be dil};,)enfed with, however the idea may
be fcorned among us. Where fhall we look for
Chriftian humility? Do all, who pretend to be the
difciples of Jefus, bear evident marks of a child-like
fimplicity, modefty, fubmiffion, and dependence? Ot
rather, is not fuch a difpofition derided as a defpicable, .
meannefs? How ftrange, that thofe fhould retain the

rame of Chriftianity, who are afthamed of its peculiar
xcellencies and moft effential attributes! Do wejudgc;
) o



able confequence they will occur. But how provok-
ing to God; how terrible the effefks! « Wo unto the.
world, becaufe of offences! Wo to that man, by whom
the offence cometh !” :
Would you avoid the awful denunciation? Then
beware, left there be fomething in your temper and
conduét, which inay be the means of feducing others,
or prejudicing their minds againft the truth of God.
Attend to what the Saviour has fuggefted in his folemn.
exhortation. It may be expedient for you to relin-
quith the moft delightful gratification, every favourite
" luft, every worldly profpet, though as dear to you,,
and in your eftimation as neceflary, as a hand, a foot,
or an eye. Do not hefitate, becaufe the mortifica~
tion is painful. It were far bewer, furely, to fuffer
4 .
‘ . L
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cured within his'fold. We, alfo, fhould poflefs a fi-
milar difpofition; and, therefore, fo far from ob-
ftrading the falvation of any foul, we fthould delight
in promotmo it.

Evena Chriftian brother may fometimes a&t in-
conliftently, and we may fuffer through his mifcon-
du&. But we are not therefore ra{hly to abandon
him, or indulge a vindi&ive temper. We are im-
mediately to attempt his reftoration, firft by private
admonitious, then by the interference of a few com-
mon friends, and, if that method thould be ineffetual,
by the more publlc cenfures of the religious commu-
nity, to which we belong. It is only, when every
effort fails, that ‘'we may proceed to the painful ex-
tremity, and renounce ail fellowfhip with him. Per-
faps, this expedient may be falutary; at leaft, it will
be proper. And, that difcipline might be maintained
in his Church, our Lord has aflured us, that the de-
cifions of his minifters and people, a&ing in his name
and from aregard to his glory, fhall be ratified in hea-
ven.. Not only for the regulation of a Chriftian
fociety, but for the encouragement of all to me=t in
a dependence upon him, for the purpofe of united
praycr, thouzh it fhould be only in the fmalleft com-
panies, he fol 'mnly promifed, that their pztitions
thould be graated, and their afflemblies honoured with
his own immediate prefence: ¢ There,” faid he,
“am [ in the ‘midft of them.” How exalted is the
language! How gracious the declaration! He can
be no other tian the Omnipotent Jehovah, who
< filleth heaven and earth,” fince he engages to mani-
feft himfelf in all the various places where his people
meet, at the fame moment of time. He fpeaks alfo
in terms peculiar to thz2 Delty, “I aM.”  Yet<“as
his majetty is, fo is his mercy.” He will not be un-
mindful of them, who feck him. Let them affociate
together in his name, profefling their regard to)

and offer up their j Jomt petitions, ¢ with one id

Vor, 111,
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nerous congregation then aflembled, he appeared in
he temple, and delivered his holy inftrutions with
in unfhaken firmnefs and intrepidity. The Jews im-
nediately perceived fuch a depth of facred knowledge
n his addrefs to them, as they could not account for,
:onfidering the meannefs of his education. But he
sroceeded to declare, that he was invefted with a
zommiflion from heaven, and that his do&rine was
not the fruit of human learning, or the deduions of
reafon, but a diret revelation from God. He ob-
ferved, that the evidences were fuch as would con-
vince an honeft enquirer, and that the man, who was
ferioufly difpofed to do the will of God, would cer-
tainly attain a right underftanding of the truth, how-
ever oblcure or abfurd it might feem to others. As
to himfelf, he maintained, that he fought nothing but
the divlne glory, and therefore that they thould give
him credit, at leaft, as being no impoftor.

The Gofpel, then, which Jefus taught, demands
éur unfeigned regard, becaufe it is a meflage from
God. Herein he ftill preaches to us, as he did to
the Jews of old. Let us examine, whether we
“ know of the doltrine.”” Are we perfuaded of its
authority and excellence? Have we a clear percep-
tion of its grand defign? And have we carefully traced
its diftinguithing lineaments? If otherwile, we fthould
fufpect in ourfelves an unfoundne(s of heart, a deter-
mined love of fin, and a fpirit of prefumptuous dif«
obedience to God. Thefe are the chief caufes of
infidelity and ignorance, where the truth of God is
fent: and it is generally evident, that men’s difficul-
ties and objections betray a perverfe and unholy dif-
pofition.

Jefus, by a bold appeal, accufed his hearers of
tranfgreffing that very law, of which they boafted,
and even charged fome of them with harbouring de-
figns of violence again{t him. They, indeed, denied
the imputation, and infolently reviled him fox i, «

Q4






Jefus, who waits upon them in the miniitry of his
word, will foon withdraw himfelf, that the gracious
offers, now made them, will never be renewed, and
that an eternal feparation muft take place between
them and that Saviour, whom they defpife! « Where-
He is, thither they cannot come.”

While they were puzzled to comprehend his mean--
ing, he proclaimed aloud the rich mercy of the Gof-
pel, inviting the application of all, who were truly-
defirous of fpiritual bleflings, and promifing to dif-
penfe unto them the abundant influences of the ‘Holy
Ghoft, which would fupport and refrefth them, and
the benefits of which might extend to others con-
ne&ted with them. This grand and encouraging ad-
drefs to the whole body of the people was proncunced:
on the laft day of the feaft, when the congregation
was probably larger than ufual; and it is fuppofed,

Qs that- ‘






norant, deluded, and infatuated wretches, not worthy
to be regarded. Nicodemus attempted to moderate
their rage; but he met with a fevere rebuke for the
prudent advice, which he fuggefted; and probably the
council broke up in confufion.

The evening approached, and Jefus retired, not to
indulge in fenfuality or indolence, nor even to obtain
the neceflary refrc{{;ment of fleep. He withdrew to
the mount of Olives, at fome little diftance from the
city, where he might give vent to the ardent affec-
tions of his foul in fecret prayer +. The night, there-
fore, as well as the day, was devoted to the fervice of
God, with a view, probably, to the falvation of fin-
ners, for whom he was moft anxioufly concerned.

® Pfal, Ixxvi. 20, + Joha viii. 3, &eo . o
Q6 Let
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taking him off by the violent death of the crofs, they
would be ftruck with a convition of his divine cha-
raéter and high office; and he folemnly affured them,
that, though rejeéted and fcorned by finners, he was
not deferted of his heavenly Father, but was the con-
ftant-obje& of his complacency and delight. O let
us fear to indulge a captious difpofition, left we be
%i‘ven up to a reprobate mind! Is not this exalted

eacher ¢ worthy of all acceptation?”” Why, then,
do we not fincerely and thankfully fubmit to his in-
ftrutions? Does not our perverfe oppofition evince
a proud and an earthly mind?

The folemn declarations of Jefus, though generally
defpifed, produced an evident impreffion onfome of
the company, who, therefore, profefled to regard him
as the Meffiah. Addrefling himf{clf to thefe perfons,
in particular, he exhorted them to yield a fteadfaft
and perfevering attention to his word, and thereby to
prove themfelves, beyond a doubt, his faithful dif-
ciples; and he fubjoined a moft gracious promife,
that in this way they thould be enlightened with fuch
a knowledge of his do&trine, as would eftablifh them
in a ftate of glorious freedom. Yet even this gave of-,
fence, fo much difpofed were moft of them to cavil
at all his expreffions. His propofal of conferring
freedom -implied, that they had been in fervitude ;
which they refented as a grofs infult, boafting of their
high privileges as the children of Abraham. Their
proud and ignorant objection, however, led him to
fhew, that his meaning was fpiritual; and he replied
to the following effeét:

¢« Little as you may be aware of the melancholy
truth, I folemnly affure you, that every one, prac-
tifing iniquity, is aGtually a flave to fin, the worft of
tyrants. So circumftanced, then, notwithftanding
your defcent from Abraham, you are not the children
of God, and may expe&t to be excluded from
houthold, But z his only begotten Son, whe
<
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entitled to all the honours of his family, am en-
pow:red likewiie to confer them upon you; fo tha,
if you reccive the liberty which I beftow, you will be
refcued from a ftate of miferable bondage, and the
moft exalted privileges be fecured to you for ever.
You boaft of your extration from an illuftrious P+
triarch; but this cannot profit you, fince at this very
moment you are {o incenfed at my doctrine, as to be
filled with murderous rage againft me. I declareto
you the will of my Father, that which I krow to be
fo, from the moft intimate acquaintance with his
mind: and you alfo thew by your deportment, what
you have learned from your father.”

Here they interrupted him, ftill maintaining that
they fprang from no other than Abraham. But
Jefus proceeded;—* Were you indeed the children
of Abraham, you would tread in his fteps: but how
widely do you differ from him in your fpirit and con-
duct, while you are aiming at my life, for, boldly o-
ferting among you the truth of God? Your a&ion.

carrefnand with the arioinzl. fram whish ca - o do.



JESUS CHRIST. 353

you are, that you cannot bring any charge of guilt
againft me: and, if you muft admit my integrity,
why will you not credit my aflerticns? Every one,
who is born of God, and under the influence of his
grace, will yicld a ferious attention and an unrcferved
fubmiffion to the will of God, in whatever manner
it be revealed: this, therefore, cannot be your cha-
rafter, as you prove by your perverfe and obftinate
unbelief.”

Thefe fevere reproofs exafperated the Jews ftill
more, fo that they replied with manifeft rancour, that
they were now juftified in their fulpicions of him, as
being an enemy to their religion, like the Samari-
tans, and aclting under the inftigation of thedevil. He
repelled the blafphemous charge with fingular meek-
nefs, obferving, that fo far from having conne&ions
with Satan, he had uniformly fhewn a zealous regard
to his Father’s glory, which had brought their con-
tempt upon him; that yet, though he might be indif-
ferent about his own perfonal honour, there was One,
who would affert it to their entire condemnation. He
added, alfo, the moft gracious and folemn protefta-
tions, for the encouragement of the penitent, that the
fincere believer in him fhould never tafte the bitter=
nefs, or come under the power, of death, The pre-
cious promile, no lefs than his reproofs, incenfed
them, and confirmed them in the perfuafion, that he
was aCtuated by a diabolical influence. They grofly
mifapprehended him, as if none of his followers thould
fuffer even the diffolution of the body, and infolently
atked, what privilege or dignity he claimed, beyond
the ancient prophets.

He anfwered, ¢ If my claims were unfupported,
they might fafely be defpifed; but I appeal to the at-
teftations of that God, to whom you profefs to ftand
in a peculiar relation. Alas! your pretences are falfe
and prefumptuous: on the contrary, I pofiefs the
moft perfect knowledge of him, and yicld a conta

v






CUHIC,

Would to God, that oppofition to Chrift had been
confined to the Jews! Are there none among us,
who in a fimilar way refift the truth? How vile their
affeCtions! How wretched their condition! They
_may boaft of liberty, but ¢ they are the fervants of
corruption.” They may fuppofe, that they are doing
God fervice, and be ready to demand a recompenfe
from him, even while they fulfil the purpofes of Sa-
tan, and prove themfelves to be totally under his in-
fluence. They may pretend to a pcculiar penetration
and difcernment, when they are deluded by ¢ the fa-
ther of lies,” and, through the afcendancy of carnal |
principles, ¢ cannot hear’’ the pure do&trine of the
Gofpel. Let us pray, that we may not be given up

to fuch infatuation as this. : D
Q



358 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS,

fixed on for the relief of Mofes in his office ®. Thefe
alto he divided into pairs, that they might ftrengthen
cach other’s hands; and, upon their departure, he
gave them inftructions fimilar to thofe, which he had
delivered to the Apoftles. This appointment, pro-
bably, took place before his attendance at the feaft of
tabernacles, laft mentioned.

He addrefled them to the following purpole:
« Unite your fervent prayers, for more labourers to
be fent out into the very extenfive field, which lies
before you, that the harveft may be gathered in; for,
though a large addition is now made, there is fuffici-
ent work to call for a further increafe. And, as none
fhould prefume to intrude themfelves into this em-
ployment, your application fhould be to the greatLord
of the harveft, who alone can difcern the proper per-
fons, and furnifh them with all neceflary preparations
for the facred fun&tion. You §o forth under my di-
reCtions “ as lambs among wolves,” in the face of |
furious adverfaries, who will endeavour to harafs and
deftroy you. But commit yourfelyes to the careof -
divine Providence; nor take with you any fupplies
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to eftablifh his kingdom. Whoever may defpife your
meflage, leave them not till you have folemnly warned
them of their fin and danger; fince aggravated ruin
will come upon them, for their contempt of mercy.
‘I'he curfe of an incenfed God awaits the inhabitants
of thofe cities, which have fcornfully rejected my mi-
niftry ; and, however exalted their privileges have
been, they fhall finally perith with a much more tre-
‘mendous deftru@®ion, than even thofe abandoned
places, Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon, which bave already
felt the weight of divine vengeance. Thus, alfd,
I fhall confider myfelf, and my Almighty Father
likewife, either as-regarded or contemned by the per=~
fons, among whom you fhall difcharge your em-
bafly; and upon their condu& towards you their
everlafting falvation ar perdition will depend.”
What eager folicitude, what a generous concern
did Jefus difcover for the welfare of mankind! What
various methods he devifed, to fave immortal fous!
He fent out, we cbferve, a numerous company of
harbingers and heralds, proclaiming pardonand peace ;
and he himfelf took one laborious journey after ano-
ther, for the fame benevolent purpofe. Nor was his
love lefs confpicuous, when he warned the defpifers
of his Gofpel, that the moft tremendous woes were
coming upon them; for he poured out his heart in
deep diftrefs on their account. Still he prefides as
Head over his Church; and flill, with a view to ref-
cue finners from eternal mifery, he raifes up and em-
ploys many ambafladors in his fervice, to whom he
¢¢ commits the word of reconciliation.” And, as it
feems moft probable, that he will promote the caufe
of truth and righteoufnefs in the earth by means of
faithful and evangelical minifters, we fhould unite
our prayers to him for their increafe, that by their
teftimony his name may be declared from town to
town, and from one kingdom to another. Where he
fends his meflengers, we are encouraged to hc&p:;
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¢ heirs of heaven, than to poflefs an abfolute domi-,
bn over the infernal fpirits. .
On that occafion, the Saviour exulted in his heart,
 broke forth into expreflions of grateful fatisfac-
n, ‘from the profpe& of what thefe feeble inftru- -
nts fhould accomplith, though oppofed by perfons
‘confummate wifdom and prugence. But how pro~
fand the myftery! Salvation is revealed to thofe,
40 are weak and of as little account, as babes,
thlu men of admired abilities and bigh rank in life
ain in ignorance and contempt of it. In this in-
Euble difpenfation, Jefus acquiciced and rejoieed.
¥he Lord God is a righteous Sovereign; . and, under
afull convi@tion of his equity; we fhould fubmit im- -
icitly to his ‘appointments,. though we fee not the
eafons of them. It fhould fuffice us, that « fo it
feemed good in his fight.”
- Jefus took that opportunity, alo, to dire& the re-

d of his difciples to himfelf, as united with the Fa-"

her in the grand economy of grace, as poflefling an
extent of power and underftanding, far beyond the
reach of any creature, and as the only One, who can
declare the nature and will of God. Then likewife,
to excite their thankfulnefs for being acquainted with
him, he congratulated them, apart from the reft, be-
caufe they were favoured with higher privileges and
clearer difcernment in divine things, than many of the
moft eminent charalters in old times, prophets and
kings, who were beloved of God. :

And are not our obligations immenfe, if we “ have
obtained like precious faith,” and can on folid ground
conclude, that our ¢ names are written in the book
of life?”” For, “ how great things hath God done for
us!” We need not envy thofe, who were invefted
even with the apeftolical commiffion and miraculous

wers. ‘That grace, which is infinitely more va-
luable, is beftowed upon us. Our diftinguithed feli-
cit{lappears the more remarkable, when we obferve -

OL. IH- . R . ' :
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iit thee: but the leaft deviation or defect will ex-
e thee to condemnation *.””
‘n the fame manner it may be proper to treat all
h perfons, as value themfelves on -their fuppofed
wdnefs. This methed feems calculated to convince
m of their ignorance and prefumption ; fo that the
- may ferve “as a {choolmafter to bring them unto
rift, that they may be juftified by faith +.” We
, if your hopes are built on your own duties, are
1 aware, hew much is required of you? Have you
er failed of loving God fupremely and fervently,
h all your heart, foul, ftrength, and mind; or your
xhbour as yourfelves? If thefe difpofitions have
their conftant and full influence upon you, from
.r earlieft moments to this prefent hour, you need
implore mercy, or be indebted to the Saviour: on
ground of juftice, according to  the law of
“ks,” you may expet and even claim eternal life.
: does not this. very reprefentation awaken your
s, rather than flatter your pride, or confirm your
1 confidence? .
A hat effet was produced upon the Scribe? He
; neither humbled nor filenced; but, ftill defirous
and upon his own defence, and perhaps in order
evade conviction, he propofed another queftion,
Aho is my neighbour ¥’ From this circumftance
: Loord took-occafion to confute the erroneous no-
1, then generally prevalent, that neighbours in-
ded only particular friends, and fuch as were fitu-
1 near to each other, or conneed by the bonds of
dred or religion. The fenfe of the law was con-
>d within a narrow compafs, while it was thought,
t perfons of this defcription only have any claim
>n our benevolence. But Jefus thewed, that' we
indifpenfably required to extend our utmoft kind-
s to all our fellow-creatures in diftrefs, of what-

N

® See Gal. iii..xoé-xg. % 2.
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ced upon all men as his neighbours, and treated
m wi‘h the fame kindnefs, which he fhould expelt
himfelf in fimilar circumftances? How liitie do
refemble our great Pattern, who has exhibited the
ft extenfive and difinterefted benevolence! The
rd Jefus ¢ remembered us in our low eftate,”
» though we were ¢ finners and enemies,” not
y ftretched out his arm to refcue us from mifery,
* gave himfelf- a facrifice, and ¢ died for the un-
lly #.” May the contemplation: of this love ex-
s us to “ love one another, with a pure heart fer-
ily +17 :
At Bethany, about two mwiles diftant from Jerufa-
1, lived an amiable family, to which our Lord
ms to have been much attached. Probably upon
return from.the feaft of tabernacles, he called at
s village, to vifit Lazarus and his fifters, Martha
1 Mary, where he was received with great affec~
n. The interview is mentioned, chiefly that we
iy remark the different kinds of attention, which
de two pious women paid to Jefus. Mary placed
telf at his feet, like an humble fcholar, with an
ger defire to imbibe his important inftru€ions.
1t Martha, to whom perhaps-the chief care of their
meftic affairs belonged, difcovered her regard to
n, by her folicitude to provide a proper entertain-
ent for him; and, being too intent upon that ob-.
?, fhe complained with fome marks of peevifhnefs,
at her fifter did not help her. Jefus,. therefore]
th much tendernefs reproved Martha for her un-
ifonable and immoderate anxiety about the various
ncerns of the family, or the preparing of fuch ac-
ymmodations, as were trifling, if not needlefs, and
the fame time folemnly reminded her, that, while .
any lower matters engaged her attention and dif-
acted her thoughts, ¢ one thing” was of Aidww

* Rom. v. 610, - % 1Petii 22
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, ‘felves, - But the greater pirt of mankind feen en~
; tirely carhaly for-they propefe ‘no higher obje& to -
v themfelves, than to gratify their animal nature; as if
" % the ore thing needful” were to make the moft of
P"ille peefent life, to eat, drink, and be merry. A
! geilous regard to religion is condemned and derided,
' as_extreme folly, though it be the trueft .wifdom.
. ‘The fervant of Jefus, who is obferved to < fit at his
§ feet and hear his word,” is complained of as defertin
i. his poft. But his divine Mafter will plead his cau
o the cqnfufion of his opporents; and, when tiey
-+ fhall be for ever feparated from all that was dear to
.. them, he will poffefs a treafurc and a happines in
- :::n h’c;iwem, “ which fhall not be taken away from
: . On another occafion, and in a different place,
! * where Jefus had retired, he was requefted by one of
- bis' diftiples, at the conclufion of his devotions, to
i teach them to pray, as John alfo had taught his follow-
ers *. It cannot be fuppofed, that they had com-
tinued fo long with him in ignorance or negle& of
this duty: for they muft have learned the neceflity of
it both from his example and his exhortations. But
they now defired fome particular inftrutions in it,
perhaps fome form of prayer to be delivered to them
and it is fuppofed, that the moft eminent Jewifh maf-
ters, as.well as John the Baptift, :,ave their refpedlive
fcholars and adberents a fhort model for their worfhip.
In compliance with their withes, then, he repeated,
with certain trifling alterations, that brief but compre-
henfive addrefs to God,.with which he had furnithed
them before, as a diretory to them in their devo- -
tions ; and now he appointed it to be ufed as a ftated
form .
It has been already obferved, that it might be adapt-
ed to the peculiar fituation of the difciples, and in-

&
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% Luke xi. 3=23, 1 $e¢ Sc&. 0.
Ry _ te1



SCRIPTURE CHARACTIRS. o

%8 :
tended ooly for that time; but that, as the v
are fuitsble for Chriftians in all ages and circum- '

faoces, it may fill be retained with great propriety,
both in public and pri worﬂ;ip;thou%”
not be mecant to other petitions. com-

pobition is wonderfal and excellent, beyond any coit- -
mendaticn which we can offer. ' We call upon thole,

who defire to ierve God acceptably, to ftudy the full
fenfe of all its parts diftin&lly, and endeavour %o enter-
into the true fpirit of it fider, how peay.
You are here taught to approach to G od with affelion .
and confidence as to your Father, yet with ;

and you thould mcsm for others, that it my

in evel

alfo, that he would eftablifh bis kingdom in ‘ri 3

oufnefs by the everlafting Gofpel, and that all the ia-

habitants of the carth may unitg with thofe of heaven,

in yielding him a cheerful and perfe& - obedience.

Looking up in faitk, you muft afk your daily fupport

from him. You muft confefs to him your numerous

and aggravated offences, humbly feeking his forgive-

nefs, and declaring your readinefs to pardon every

injury, reccived from your fellow-creatures, Yet,

as you will be conitantly expofed to freth tempta-

tions, entreat him to ftrengthen and preferve you by

the power of his Spirit, and to refcue you out of the
hands of your enemy.

Ruch are the fupplications, which you are taught

3 but you .fhould pray, as perl}c')ns in earneft,

i unwilling to take a denial. For our Lord

us, that, as one man prevails upon another,

y argument or through the influence of friend-

it by his inceffant flicitation, you alfo, by the

/ and importunity of your requefts, may havé

with obtain his bleffing. The pro-

of ir {uccefs are abfolute and ii:glo-

’ )
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fable. No inftance can be produced, of any one con-
tinuing to wait upon God with unwearied diligence
and ardent devotion, who was finally rejefted. You
are encouraged to expet a favourable anfwer, from
God’s parental difpofition. If you feel the affeGion
of a father, what would you not grant to your be-
loved offspring, who earneftly entreat your afliftance ?
You, indeed, who are ¢ evil,”” may eafily be warped
from your duty, under the influence of corrupt paf-
fions; yet you cannot refufe to relieve your children.
And fhall God with-hold any thing really good, from
thofe who fend up their unceafing petitions to him?
No: he will give them his Holy Spirit, which will
¢¢ fulfil all the good pleafure of his goodnefs.”” Ah!
how cold, how lifelefs are your prayers, if the duty
be at all attempted ! Shall you complain, or wonder,
that you fucceed no better? Will you. nat be roufed
to greater fervour? But, if you ¢ reftrain prayer be-
fore God,” and call not upon his name, your guilt
is extreme; and his tender mercies, in waiting to be
gracious, will render you the more inexzufable.

It may be difficult, noris it of any real import-
ance, to alcertain the exalt conneltion of the fol-
lowing narrative. But at another time, when [c-
fus was delivering his inftructions to the peoplz, he
received an invitation to dinner from a Pharifoe,
which he immediately accepted with his ufual aftabi-
lity *. It fhould feem from the fequel, and from the
manner of our Lord’s addrefs, that a fcheme was
formed to enfoare him, and that for this purpsfc a
large company of thefe captious adverfaries was col-
lected together. But their malicious proje&t was
bafled; ‘and they met with a moft fevere reprehen-
fion for-their odious hypocrify, and the numcrous in-
cenfiftencies of their conduct.

# Luke xi. 37, &co
R s Jefus
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denfome rites upon the people, by their abfurd inter-
pretations and traditions, while they themfelves ob-
ferved not their own precepts. They pretended a
regard for the ancient prophets, and built the tombs.
of the men, whom their fathers had flain. But, as
they inherited the cruel and perf:cuting difpofition of
their anceftors, they were convicted of the groffeft
hypocrify; and the very fepulchrer, which they ere&t-
ed, witnefled againft them. Jefus, therefore, know-
ing what was in their hearts, and what terrible con-
fequences would follow from their violtent-oppofition
to the Apoftles and preachers of the Gofpel, folemnly
declared, that God, in righteous judgment, would
thortly reckon with that generation, and bring the
moft awful defolations upon them, for all the blood
of his martyred faints, which had been fhed from the
foundation of the world. Thefe perverfe expound-
ers of the law had to anfwer likewife for the gene
ral ignorance of the people ; for, by their falfe though-
fp=cious comments, they locked up the grand treafury
of divine knowledge, and prevented others from re-
ceiving the Saviour; which was a high aggravation
of their own guilt, and for which the curfe of God
refted upon them. -

Such were the reproofs of Jefus, fuited, no doubt,
to the ftate and temper of his hearers. It is not for
us, who poflefs not his information or authority, ta
thunder out anathemas in the fame manner. But his
minifters, furely, thould learn from him to be bold and
ftrenuous in rebuking fin, and to declare, without
refp=& of perfons, that ¢ the wrath of God cometh
on the children of difobedience *.”> Very frequent
occafions call for language of this kihd: for how
numerous is the company of grofs offenders, as well
as ceremonious hypocrites! Shall the fervant of the
Lord, then, keep filence, or debafe his office by

# Col. iii. 6
R 6 fmooth
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AR § 7.1 ST

- 7;/&: warned bis &ﬁ;ilu of byp«nﬁ and :mr;’:'co—
ra

delivered the of the rich fosl—gave cautions
againft worldlinefs—exborted to prepare for bis com-
" ing—foretold violent perfecutions—preached the me- .
_ ceffity of repentance, on the maffacre of the Galileans
wdefcribed the barren fig-tree—bealed an infirm we-
. man on the [abbath—/bewed that many will be fout -
out-of beaven~bis meffage to Herod, and laméntation
Jor ferufalem. . . :

THE conclufion of the preceding fection repre-
fented our Lord in the midft of malicious enemies,

"at the houfe of a Pharifee, wheré he was invited to

dine. During his continuance there, fo great was
the eagernefs of the people without to hear his in-
ftruétions, that an immenfe company, confifting of
many thoufands, aflembled together, and even tram-
pled on each other, from an earneft defire to be near
him *. To gratify their wifhes, therefore, he went
out, and, in the prefence of them all, gave a folemn
charge to his difciples, that they might not be mifled
or difcouraged by the opponents, with whom he had
been contending. He cautioned them to beware of

" that diffimulation, which le had juft condemned in -

the Pharifees, and which would operate in them like

* L“k‘ xilo I &co - -
\eaneny,
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leaven, fpreadiog s permcious influence around. It
were ex © xllome the garb of rglig‘os:, and make
high presences 0 a pecshar andity. But what would |
trs v S As X cazot 3 upon God, {o there
s 3 &av coxing, whea it hall be publithed to the -
whole worki: ﬁtaugﬁuud:;f&dl be brought
il &'\'?; My .tl'c:’d‘;y . and
then appeas’ A > > and 0p~
prefics, whax mahce, and revenge, wh:{ dewdnefs,
and intemperance v be difcovered, which are now
coocealed from human obfervation, if not cloked un-
der 2 fhew of picty! Who fhall fland the teft of thes
frutiny? Thote, who now poliefs no more thana .
puiated custale, will then be the obje@s of contempt
and abborrence. -

The difcipies had feen fomething: of the furious.op-
pofition of thefe infidious fes, which might
have had 2 bad e upom their minds, in deterning
them from 2 buid prelefhion of the Gofpel.  Jelus,
ez ore, s axtortad them to maintain a holy firm-
Los 12 dor adtzrence to his caufe:—<« You, my
franis, mud prepare to meet with cruel perfecution;

2l in tuel s ienis it wiil be dithanourable for you
to dreal thoie, who may retit you, however great
and powe:ful thev may be.  Ycu cannot fuffer much
or long from their rage. They may, poflibly, be
permit:ed to take away the life of your bodies; but
their malicious efforss can extend no further. Let
the Lord God Omsipotent be the fule objec of your
fear; for his influence reaches to the eternal world,
and, if he be your enemy, he can render you mifer-
al zour bodies ind your fouls for ever.

lves to his care, and he wall provide
:nt fupport. He, who forgetteth net the
as they may feem, is conftantly

wteft concerns; for « the very

e all numbered.” But, what-

tagas you may lofe for your at-

‘ tachment
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tachment to me, I, your Lord and Mafter, whom
you arc not athamed to follow, will acknowledge,

prove, and honour you before that glorious aflem-
a,age of Angels, who fhall attend me in the day of
my future appearance. Then, the perfons, who have
declined an open profefion of. my name, through
cowardice, or other worldly motives, fhall, in the
fame public manner, be difowned and reje&ted, as
bafe and deteftable charalters. They, indeed, who
have refifted me, may yet obtain forgivenefs; but the
cafc of thofe, who continue to defpife the multiplied
teftimonies of the Holy Ghoft, and blafphemoufly
afcribe his operations to the influence of Satan, is red
medilefs and defperate, their fin unpardonable. The
divine Agent, whom they treat with impious fcorn,
will afford you his moft gracious diretion and fup-
port in your fevereft trials. Depending on his aid,
you may cheerfully face your perfecutors, when you
are called to anfwer at their tribunals; for he will in-
fpire you with wifdom and courage, and furnith you
with words and arguments to plead my caufe, fo that
you fhall never be confounded before them.”

Such were the Saviour’s exhortations to his ancient
difciples; and furely of us alfo he requires the fame
fteadfaftnefs of faith, the fame contempt of the rage
and threatenings of men, the fame unfhaken adher-
ence to him and his fervice. Have we any reafon
for dread, while the God of heaven is engaged to fuf-
tain, protect, and comfort us, and a crown of glory
is fecured to us at the end of our warfare? Let thofe
tremble for the confequences, who, in oppofing Chrift,
undertake to ¢ fight againft God.” For, however
his patience may bear long with them, at laft he will
arife to execute judgment, when they fhall be driven
away, « as chaff before the wind,” and overwhelmed
with everlafting horror and defpair.

After this addrefs, Jefus was defired by one of the
company, to perfuade his brother to agree to a fair di-

oo
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vifion of their paternal inheritance. This our Lord
declined, as being a matter totally foreign to his cha-
raéter and office. His grand defign was to draw men’s
attention to their fpiritual concerns; and therefore
he took occafion from this difpute between the bro-
thers, to warn his hearers againft covetoufnefs, one
great caufe of contentions in the world. He ob-
ferved, that an eager folicitude to procure temporl
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s of others; and who at the fame time are at no
ins to obtain the far more valuable riches of divine
ace.
Jefus proceeded to caution his difciples againft an
srdinate attention to worldly circumftances, as be-
z inconfiftent with the true fpirit of the Gofpel:
- it implies a diftruft of God, and a comparative
glect of eternal things. On this occafion he re-
ated fome fentiments, which he had before advanced
his fermon upon the mount; while he fpake to the
lowing purpofe. ¢ I charge it upon you, not to
tra& your minds with any fecular cares, not even
r the neceflary provifion of food or raiment. Will
t He, who gave you life, fupply you with the pro-
r means of fupporting it? The great God fuftains
e ravens, without any contrivance on their parts:
d will he forget you, who are fo much more va-
able in his ﬁghtg' Befides, your utmoft folicitude
uld not effeCtually fecure to you the leaft advan-
ze: it could not add, in any degree, to your ftature
your age. Look, alfo, upon the inanimate world,
d obferve God’s minute attention to the very lilies,
hich, without their labour, he has decked with glo-
>us ornaments, far furpafling the richeft attire of
e moft exalted monarchs. Shall he, then, beftow
ch a profufion upon the fhort-lived flowers, and
st furnith you with fuitable apparel; fince you are
e objects of his-choice and love, though you are fo
ckward to truft him? It is incongruous to your
aralter, to be intent upon fuch trifling concerns,
id perplexed about your temporal fupport. This,
deed, may be the cafe with thofe, who know not
od: but you fhould leave the care of yourfelves
ith the God of heaven, who is your Father, and
ho, as he perceives, can readily beftow, what is
redful for you. Only be you vigoroufly prefling to-
ards his kingdom of glory; and, in addition to bet~
r bleflings, you fhall poflefs the things of nf‘\:_ué
WO
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ligently attending to your proper work, with ¢ your
loins girded about,” like men in readinefs for a jour-
ney or any vigorous exertions, and with ¢ your lights
burning,” ftanding in a proper pofture for the ho-
nourable reception of your Mafter. He may come
fuddenly; and, therefore, it is for you to be watching
every moment, left you be corfounded at the inti-
mations of his appreach. The faithful and the ac-
tive fervant, thus perfevering to the end, fhall be
glorioufly diftinguifhed, when the Son of Man ap-
peareth.” .

Peter enquired, whether the exhortation was de-
figned for all, or for the Apoftles in particular. Jefus
replied :—'¢ Wherever the fteward; of approved fide-
Jity and prudence, fhall be placed, if his Lord fhall
find bimn performing the duties of his office, and dif-
gharging his important truft, he fhall obtain peculiar
notice, and be advanced to a ftate of high dignity.
But the carelefs and flothful fervant, who, prefuming
wpon the delay of his Lord’s return, fhall abufe the
- gonfidence repofed in him, and proceed to a&ts of o

- preflion and intemperance, fhall be awfully furprifed
77 in the midft of his fin and folly, and inftantly de-
" ® #royed without remedy. The man, who clearly un-
= gerftands and yet defpifes his Mafter’s will, fhall feel
= the greateft feverity: for the degree of future punith-
3 ment thall be proportioned to the advantages and op-
= portunities enjoyed upon earth, according to that
T 3 gquitable maxim, © Unto whomfoever much is given,
=% of him fhall be much required.”’
= :° The admonition thould roufe us to a ferious en-
== quiry, how we are acquitting ourfelves in our refpec-
= give places. Are we properly fulfilling our truft?
*=0Jf our Lord fhould appear, could we meet him with
™ joy, or expet a favourable reception from hin?

Are we waiting for his coming? On the contrary,
Beare we not negligent and treacherous, . endeavou'
:"_’m put away from us the thought of death and 3}

hd 1



conteits, becaufe of the general prejudice and enmity
againft it. Many of thofe, who are united by the
ftrongeft ties of kindred, will now forget their mutual
obligations, and be incenfed againft each other. This
muft be afcribed to the perverfenefs of men, who re-
jet my doctrine againtt the cleareft evidences. They
are attentive enough to the common concerns of life,
and difcover fome ingenuity in judging of the wind
and the weather: but ah! how ftupidly unmindful of
the furprifing teftimonies, which God has given of
his Son! Might not reafon itfelf have led them to a
more confiftent determination? Is there any.one
liable to be conviéted of an offence, for which he may
fuffer the fevereft penalties of the law, who will not
be difpofed to feek reconciliation with his adverfary,
while agy terms can be obtained? Give diligence;
then, to procure forgivenefs with your offendcdb(%od,

: efore
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before he proceed againft you and fummon you ‘to
judgment, when nothinﬁ but rigorous juftice can be
expedted, and the everlafting punithment, due to your
iniquities, muft be infli¢ted on you.”

Let us ferioufly attend to thefe declarations of our
Redeemer. The very effects, which he foretold,
have taken place: furious and bloody perfegutions
have been raifed againft the profeflors of his Gofpel ;
and, even to this day, they are generally oppofed and
hated by fome of their neareft relatives. Let us not,
however, be intimidated by the profpect of any diffi-
culties in his fervice; but, while we contemplate his
courage and zeal in meeting death itfelf for our fakes,
let us cheerfully follow him. We blame the ftupi-
dity of the Jews in their obftinate rejection of the
Meffiah; but do we difcern the charaéter of Jefus,
and unfeignedly fubmit to him? O let us gladly ac-
cept his mediation, that we may not come under the
wrath of our Almighty God, as we have deferved,
nor be caft into that prifon, from which there can be
no deliverance!

Some of our Lord’s audience acquainted him with
the terrible flaughter of certain feditious Galileans,
whom Pilate had put to death, even while they were
offering their facrifices *. But, without paffing any
judgment on their cafe, he endeavoured to turn the
attention of the people to their own perilous fituation,
reprefenting them all as equally in a ftate of ruin, and
expofed not merely to temporal calamities but to
eternal perdition, without an entire change and reno-
vation. Thofe, who are deftroyed fuddenly and by
any fingular aflition (as the Galileans, and others
who had been killed by the fall of the tower of Si-
loam), are often confidered as offenders of the moft
atrocious kind, marked out by the vifitation of an
angry God, as monuments of his peculiar vengeance.

& Luke xiii. 1, &co

Ba\



three years together, as it produced nothing, but only
cumbered the ground; and therefore he directed it to
be cut down. The fervant, to whom the care of the
trees was committed, requefted that it might be
fpared one year longer, till further expedients were
tried; and then it was agreed, that, if it ftill conti-
nued barren, it muft be deftroyed as utterly hopelefs.
‘The inftru&tions, hereby conveyed, are obvious. It
is, furely, a reafonable injun&ion, that thofe, who are
placed in the Church, under the culture of religious
means and ordinances, fhould bring forth fruit unte
God. But ah! how many, even in fuch a favoured
ation, remain unprofitable, and therefore muft be
‘eafing to God. Through the interceffion of his

15 or the prayers of his minifters, he may gra-

'v delay his threatened vengeance; but the time
ience is limited, andy-if repeated warnings

4 produce



JESUS CHRIST. 383

produce no good effe&t upon them, the ftroke of juf~
tice muft fall; and they fhall feel the weight of his
indignation.

As Jefus travelled threugh Galilee, he attended
the public worthip of the Synagogues on the fabbath.
In one of thefe affemblies, a poor unhappy woman,
who had been bowed together by infirmity for eighteen
years, excited his compafiion; and inftantly, without
any folicitation, he reftored her to health and vigour,
Such a miraculous difplay of power and benevolence
thould have drawn forth praifes from every tongue,
But the ruler of the Synagogue objeéted to it with
indignation, as if it had been a profanation of the fa-
cred day. Jefus, however, convi@ted him of the
grofleft hypocrify in his pretended zeal for God, and
defended his own condué in relieving this afRicted
creature, from the attention which they all paid to
their very cattle on the fabbath. A&s of mercy, we
obferve, as well as thofe of neceffity, are not prohi-
bited as an infringement of the holy reft. His ene«
mics, therefore, were afthamed of their oppofition s
and the common people were the more attached to
him for his wonderful operations. On that occafion
he repeated the parable of the grain of muftard-feed,
and that al{o of the leaven, in both which he repre-
fented the gradual and very extenfive enlargement of
his fpiritual kingdom, notwithftanding the refiftance
it fhould mect with. The hatred and violence of
men fhall not fruftrate the counfel of God. His
Gofpel fhall fpread; and its blefled influence fhall be
felt and acknowledged, through all the nations of the
earth.

Our Lord proceeded from one city and village to
another, directing his courfe to Jerufalem. In every.
place he fcattereg the good feed of divine truth, dili-
gently improving the thort time, which now remained
for him in the world, Upon the road, as it fhouid:

feem,
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Bate of peculiar exaltation in my kingdom; and not a
few of thofe, who are here diftinguithed above others
by their religious advantages, fhall then be marked
out, for their contemptuous abufe of them, by the fe-
weteft vengeance.” :

Daoes not the folemn admonition excite an alarm
in us, who are placed in the Chriftian Church, and
favouréd with an evangelical miniftry? Let us not
prefume upon our external privileges, but confider,
how much is to be done. Let us be roufed from our
fupor; for « it is high time to awake out of fleep.”
¥ we be diftrefled by the fear of finding the door
barred againtt us, let us now look unto J-fus, and

s with all the ftrength and vigour of our fouls,
« Ford, Lord, open unto us,” and our application
will infallibly fucceed.

- 'On the fame day, on which our Lord had delivered
the exhortations laft mentioned, intelligence was
Brought bim, that Herod, the governor of the coun-
ery, was determined to deftroy him. This was faid,
with an intention of intimidating him from profecut-
ing his labours in thofe parts. But Jefus could not
be terrified; and therefore he replied, by a meflae
to the crafty and perfecuting prince, that, in fpite of
all his fchemes, he would proceed with his work,
performing the moft miraculous and benevclent ope-
rations, a little longer; that very fhortly he fhould
finith his courfe; and yet, that he fhould lay down
his life, not in Galilee, where he then was, but in Je-
rufalem, the grand feat of perfzcution. The example
teaches us not to be difmayed, whoever may threatzn
or oppofe us in the proper execution of our office.
Let us faithfully attend to our refpective dutics, and

erfevere in them, though furrounded by d.ngers.
¢ thall walk but a few days more; and the God,

whom we ferve, will protect us, till the end of our
prefent appointment be anfwered. O that we may

- You. l1I. S clofe
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clofe out 1abours ponourably and then, Iike our Lach
« pe petk g .

After obfecving thit he muft perifb in Jerulslesy
e was led 10 refic& upon the- heinous guilts
proach'm defotations of that murderous city
broke forth into the moft tendef and ing b
mentation over it hat Was the citys

blood of ™ ophets and holy men had been
. 5 :

ha
offers of Saviours € d his fervic
crueltys en then meditat
ct, abandon® as it Was Jefus exP ed the dee

sow f miferable ftate. e declar
Gody ghteos '3udgmem:., about

¢ the piac ith th wful calam!

gl the wreiched inhabitants fhould learn
and long o theis Mefhab, though they 2o¥

him.

What forbearanct kindnefs, and com'
we difcover in the aker of our Redec
he poﬂ'eifes the fame bowels of mercy-
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- frive With finners, ufing one
Aeir falvation-
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sice, welcome the Saviour, who brings with him
tidon, peace, and eternal life! Let us take up our
ords now, with unfeigned faith, and we fhall
ieak them with confidence and joy at the laft day,
Blefled is he, that cometh in the name of the
ord!” Amen. S

S2 JESUS
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JESUS CHRIST.

SECT. 26.

Jess dined with a Pharifee on the fabbath—Dbeslds
& spyy—inculcated bumility and a regard to the pow—
sel.cered the parable of the great fu arxed ks
Jeilrwers to prepare for [uffering—vindicated bis t-.
textizn 13 finners by the parables of the loft Joecp—ile
Nove & fiiver—and the prodigal fon.

IF our review of the life of Jefus affe& us, sit
ought, it will not only produce in us an admiration
of his excellency, who is ¢ fairer than the children
of men,” but it will regulate our condu& and fanéify
our difpofitions. While we ¢ behold the glory of
the Lord,” we fhall be ¢ changed into the fame
image *.”” Lect us pray continually, that we mayfed
this influence from his example; fo fhall we be fol-
Yowers of the lord, “ not in word, neither in
tongue, but in deed, and in truth.”

]gefus was traveliing through Galilee towards Jeru- °
" falem; and, probably in that journey, a principl
Pharifee, a man of rank, invited him to dinner t.
It might fecm an a&t of condefcenfion in a perfon of
eminence, to afk or admit fuch a gueft into his houfe,

as appeare’ ach his inferior. But a favour

was conft e Pharifee, rather than on Jefus.

T 'he mc .onarch might have faid with rea-
* % Luke xiv. 5, &c.

S
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h, « Lord, I am not wortly that thou fliould®
gome under my roof.”” It was an inftance of « the
meeknefs and gentlenefs of Chrift,” that k¢ vouch=
fafed to converfe freely with fiafal creatvres, and dif-
vovered no diftance in his behiaviouf. He readily
gave his company to thof, who defired it; not in=
’::4 for liis ewn pleafure, or thé convenietreé of eat=
g with them, but for their benefit. He « fought
mét his own profit, but the profit of many, that they
might be faved.” : - o
- As this occurred on tite fubbath, wé infér, that te-
Hgion does not requirs ws to refafe .all intercourfe
with others throughout that day. Thete may be _
oper occafions for friendly vifits in-fome paits of
3t3 but we fthould be eareful, to mnintain # fpirit and
ednverfition; fuitable to it grand defign. The ex-
ample of Jefus cinnoet be addiiced in vindication of
shat vanity snd diffipstiony by which it is fo gener-
ally perverted and profaned. :
- It fhould feern, that @iy perfons - were affembled
st the Pharifee’s Koufe; ahd fach as were not well
sff¢Cted to Jefus; for « they watched Him.” Per-
lamps the invitation was giveny, hot from kindnefs, but
mialevolénce, on purpoefe to pafs the moft invidious
qewfures wpon him. How odicus the difpofition of
thofe; who are eagle-éyed in fcrutinizing the conduéy
of others, and who rejoice to find any real ebjeétions
ainft thear! And yet you; who are the faichful dif-
ciples of Jefus, are frequently placed in the mid of
fach malignant obfervers. Their atténtion is fixed
upon you, with a view, not to commeénd what is
laudable, but to difcover and expofe your faults, that
fo they may reproach that holy mame, by which you
are called. You, therefore, fhould bé vigilant, as
well as they; that their withes may be defeated, and
they themfclves athamed, when they fhall fee the wif-
dom and conlfiftency of your deportment.
S

A pexfon,
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perfon, who was prefent, aflied with i
&roApfy, excired the compaffionate regard of Joay
who, knowing that the lawyers and Pharifees o
bim were feeking for an accufation againdt him, ol

day. g
unable to 3 while he, unmindful of

ce':feum, inﬂantll;l’rlz&ored the difeafed man to peril
‘bealth, obferving to them, that, however they might:
obje to this aét of mercy, they would noae of thesd
fcruple to relieve their very cattle in diftrefs. .- ey
felt the force of his words, and were .
Thus likewife, it frequend happe!n, that the sl

ﬁ]ﬁﬁ« h’uflove "oftl:e.cgdiucy. e toak oo~
jice, that they were all am 1tious of the higheft feats -
ey table, and argued that fuch a contention for
3 of boaour was extremely difgufting, and that
mbé much more becoming to give way to
o s arrogant fpirit is
incurs contempt
and humble deport-
bfervation, infallibly
cafe in the.common
ls true, if we apply
wards God. « He
ce to the humble ¢.”
incumbent upon us,
loweft room?” Yet
intions regarded o
ind, let each efteem

i

other -
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ther better than themfelves :” ¢ in honour preferring,
ne another * |

Jefus continned to deliver the-moft ferious inftruc-
ons and admonitions to the company before him.
Nith a reference, no doubt,. to their general fpirit
nd prallice, while he addrefled himfel€ to: the perfon:

vho had invited him, he condemned the cuftom of

roviding fumptuous and:coftly entertainments merely:
or their reladons and opulent neighbours, and re-

ommended an attention to the relief and coamfort of

he aflited, in all their various diftrefles. How
auch extravagance prevails in fupporting magnificent
ables for the reeeption of thofe, who want nothing !
Che large fums,, which are thus expended, ferve only
o feed our own pride and fenfuality. But what a
ordid parfimony is thewn in contributing to the {up~
ort o? the truly neceflitous, who-can make no re--
urns! Thofe; however, are blefled, who,.from faitk
nd love unfeigned, ¢ deal their bread to the hungry,
ad bring the poor, that are caft out, to their
oufes +.”” T'h¢ Lord of heaven will confider him-
elf as their debtor, and will render them an abundant
ecompenfe in the great day of retribution.

The folemn-difcourfe of Jefus might leave a good
mpreflion on the audience. One of thecompany,
t leaft, exprefled his approbation and defire of con-
inuing the {ubject, by remarking the exceeding feli-
ity of thofe, who-fhould be admitted to the facred
eaft, which God has provided in his kingdom. Poffi-
ly, this very man might not underftand or really
vifh for the happinefs, of which he fpake: however,
n order to excite both him and all prefent to a feri-
s examination of their ftate, Jefus thewed, that the
aroft gracious offers of -it are made to mankind, and
ejected with contempt by the generality.

* Phil jis 3. Rom. xiis 10, % a Wi e
8.4
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> elitertainment. Thus, alis! the propofils of the’
" Gofpel are rejected with feorn, !\gn nd, in-'

‘to spefogize for their eondudt, gcul'ar cares
7 ainl eecepitions, or domeflie cortiforts; fo totally en-
: grefs thiem, thee e is fuppofed impoMible and unnecef-
: gy for them to pay any regard’ to their fpiritunl cone
. clé¥s, Such reafons, furely, cannot be admieted in:
- diéie ‘vindication; nay rather, threy’ willl condemn
- thewar, ag ing their hearts: to be: aliemated from:
b God. Tlieir employments may not be finful, bus
gitdy proper, if purfued on right priaciples, andcin:
‘- ination to the care of their fouls. Buf,
' _prebably, more perfons perith eternally through an:
" immoderate and unfeafensble attention- to- tﬁings',-
- which are right in: themfelves, than by grofs and
. gvowed iniquity.
= After the refufal of thofe, who were firft bidden,
+ the invitation is enlavged. . The fervant is charged’
o bring in the poor and' difsbled; and, as fuffcient
- yoom fhill remains for the accommodation of many”
‘more guefts, he is difpatched iy fearch of thefe, who
are difperfed abroad in the moft fotlorn and' wretched
eondition; and even thefe are to be importuned, by
the moft cogent arguments, that fo the fumptuous
arations may not be loft. The Jewifl natiorr
defpifed their own mercies; but ¢ through their fal
fabvation is come unto the Gentiles #.” To us,
who are “ the ends of the earth,” is the gracious ealk
sddreffed. TFhough we are in a fpiritual fenfe,  poor,
and’ maimed, and halt, and blind,” we are allowed
to partake of the rich banquet. Nay, though we be
finners of the moft abandoned charaéter, fitly reprew
fereed by thofe who lie in *® the highwaysand hedges,™
we are permitted, and even prefféd-in the moft fore
citfe manner, to come. Many have already complied
. @ith the invitation; but ¢ yet there is reom®* f

|
~

- % Rom: xi. 11, -
s Ss thoula
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thoufands more; and it is the Lord’s
that his houfe fhall be filled. K.
The Mafter is incenfed, when his kindack is w,
jeQed, and he refolves in his difpleafure, that
who have thewn fuch contempt of him, fhall besll
cluded from his entertainment. - This is .
admonition indeed. The Lord of heaven i
confiders himfelf as infulted, when his Gofpel wagl:
light of. Do we not dread his indignati !&
then, do we trifle with bis mefl3 mercy?
bly, they may never be . He mayi
bar the door againft us, and declare, “
fhall not tafte of my fupper.” Since he b dm
this againft the Jews, let us fear for ourfelves, *ik.
any man fall after the fame example of unbelief."-
Great multitudes fill attended Jefus in bis-po-,
grefs; and yet, probably, but few of them attadel
to his caufe, from right principles. Itis to beas-
pe&ed, that, amongit the numerous profeflors of e
Gofpel, there will be many of a fufpicious charader.
All, therefore, fhould be exhorted to examine of
what fort their religion is, from what motives it ws
firft taken up, and whether they fo value it, as tobe
willing to fuffer for it. To this purpofe our Lod
addrefled the vaft concourfe of people, who followed

« If any man would enter into my fervice, he muft |
renounce all worldly views and expe&ations. For
whofcever confents not, on every neceffary occafion,
to go in oppofition to his neareft friends and relatives,
fo as to appear even to hate them, to give upth
moft beloved enjoyments, and lay down life itfelf, be

ot have any real union with me. Severe as the
may {eem, if he refsfe to combat difficulties, to
re extreme hardfhips, and to perfift in the path,
1e ple or command may point out to him,

® Heb, ive 114

he



inftead of an{wering any valuable purpofe, as thofe
who are ¢ the falt of the earth,”” you would be ufe-
Jefs, or rather a nuifance in your place, fit only to-
be caft out with contempt. Let every one, who:
d_eﬁres inftru&ion, attend to the folemn admoni--
‘wn.,, )

i .Such was our Lord’s addrefs to his followers; and,.
in its main points, it is perfe&ly applicable to our-
felves. The fame bold and difinterefted regard to.
him, which he then required, we alfo muft poffefs..
‘With the fame holy jealoufy and circumfpe&ion, we
fhould fearch and try our Shearts. Are we' his difc
‘s 6

P
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[les indesd? What motives
us to ati.me that chara&er?
plan? Are we detorntined :
which flands incempetition

‘The foregaing axhortati
fevere, to perions of a tend
are oppreficd with guile, ma
Jefus :orbids, rather than.e&
tioax to him. But the follo
dbviate fuch a contlufion. .

Many publicans and finner
ing great cagernefs in Kfteni
Nor did he difdain their- ¢
from him, by denunciatiens:
c.iz were defperate But |
tioas to then, and his comp:

" were caleulated to inipire
towa:ds God, difplealed the
who infinuated, that he the
licenticutnefs. A fimilar ¢
aranit nis minitters, whe
dutolate and aba.doned, a1
It is thought a reproach to t
the moit gracious invitation
free forgivenefs, to men of this very defcription. But
tiais is, 10 fa&k, its brighteft glory; though it is too
dazzling for carnal eyes to behold, and they turn
away from it with difguft. Thole efpecially, who

and claim a preference for their own fu

by 1uarrcl with the greatnefs of the mercy,’
rrally oretend a vaft concern for the imcmL
ity ey rafhly conclude, are likely to

Luke xv. 1, &c.

be
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T3 m:ainu."- )
ﬂn!ﬁbby . *In’ oppofitios to.them, we Will meinem
imaiault to be fordu shonowr of Chri@,: that * he re+
- wetls fidoess,” eventhale, | whqmmathd AReRE
xddpm for thoir nwecrous 2
He weloomes;: perdons; &ndli 1
“fartn, protalls; angd faves therms This amﬁw
gy amd - diftnguithing grace isdecd; which: thosld
ipdaot us.oeore: thea ever, to loves and praife; spel
g s e sy 17 PR
. ow bid ¢ Ry rp var: pdm
dh, <hidy e hatifcas. RN y
Vi Elw vindieaved his own condutl, ﬁnmng mpn-
;mad theextiowse ueadpnabléncfo of objedliog:
to it. ‘This he did in three parables, all:.tending to-;
ftiufbiser the shuskdanite andthéfreensfs of bi¢ marsy,
andi thecvery favourahle soeceptian, which
Anneps, theugh tiey Bawe bar adtdownted nioft hope-:
lefay fixadl nieet with freos Hini. : Letthe tranfgrelory,
thisty, who' is feady ta: fmkeinto- &e(pm,:he:encop.
tolift up bis eyes torthis dear Eord and Saviousy
who wilt ot difdain to help-him.

. A ftriking appeal is made to our own feelings, and,
ﬁe general pra&lce of mankind, - Whese is the pes-
fon, whoy lofing only one out of a numerous floek:
of theep, will not be at pains to feasch after it, and.
oxprefs a peculiar pleafure in its 'recovery, efpecially
# it had appeared unlikely to be found? Qur own
miferable ftate is here exhibited. We have wame
dered far from the fold of God; and, though expofed
to want and the aftaults of furious and makicious ene-
mies, we are unwilling of. ousfelves to retusn.  But
owr attention is directed to: the compaflionate: care of
Jefus, under the charactes of * the Shepherd,”
who, with much labour to himéelf, fecks and refcues

the loft fheep, and then takes it under his immediste

plotcéhon. Nor fbould. this be confidered a3 a
mifling incident, a2 matter of inditicrence. Every in
ﬁamd the cenvesfion of :a. finner is, an importy
S 5 even.



moft expreflive demonftrations of their joy, inafaruch
as his dear child, who had been confidered as irres
trievably loft, was reftored to life and happinefs.
What does all this teach us, but that God can par-
don more freely and extenfively, than we could have
conceived? He views with dehght the very begin-
nings of repentanee, the firt efforts of a finner to-
wards a return.  He lifens with fatisfaction to his
broken cries for mercy, and, inftead of upbraiding him -
with any part of his sccumulated guilt, he haffens to
confer upon him every mark of affeCtionate regard
The Angels of heaven, alfo, as well as believers upon
earth, are required to exult in that event, from which
the moft glorious effedts are produced.” Such is the
1g kindnefs of our (God! Whe, then, thail defprit
cejtai.c: or hefitate 1o 2pply wake Tamt « He\
)
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Bim, and going to a diftant country. Thete the
thoughtlefs youth foon fquandered away his fubftance
by intemperance ; and he was reduced to the meft infa-
mous fervitude, and to fuch a degree of wretchednefs,
that he was on the point of periﬁ:ing by hunger. A
lively emblem of our finful conduét and its miferable
confequences! A particular reference to the Gentile
world, and to the cafe of profligate charalters, might
be defigned. But we have all refembled this foolifla
man, in difliking the ftrictnefs of true religion, caft-
ing oft the fear of God, and thus going away from
him, with a full determination to gratify the defires
of our hearts. But have we found the happinefs,
which we expe&ted in our own ways? Alas! far other-
wife. The effelts of our apoftafy have been diftreffing
and ruinous in the extreme. Like this poor prodigal,
we are become deftitute, enflaved, and contemp;igle.
In-fuch a flate,. we can procure nothing to fupport
and fatisfy the foul, and we ftand on the brink of de-
ftruétion. How pitiable the cafe! And it is the more
pitiable, as few are fenfible of their degradation and
wretchednefs.

A change, however, took place in the unhappy
youth. ¢ He came to himfelf,” as if he had been
till that time intoxicated or infane; and then refle&t-
ing on the comfortable fituation he had left in his fa-
ther’s family, and the mifery, difgrace, and danger,
which he had brought upon himfelf, he formed the
refolution of returning to his infulted parent, con-
fefling his aggravated guilt, and earneftly requefting
to be received into his houfe again, though it fhould
be in the loweft capacity of his menial fervants, He
proceeded, without delay, to execute his plan. In
this ftage of the hiftory we perceive the pleafing cha
ralter of a true penitent. Then only, does a man
¢« come to himfelf,”” or enjoy the proper exercife of
his reafon, when he feels fuch convitions of his fol;)‘r

8
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SECT. a7

ofus delivered the parable of the unjuft feward—phew-
y{d the ufe of manq-rjt/p'mwd the Pbarifaﬁn—ez.
tbed the cafe of the rich man and Laxarus——ex-
borted 1o avoid grving offence, to forgive injuries, and
maintain faith—cured ten lepers—foretold the de-
Siruction of Ferufalem—defcribed the nature of ac~
ceptable prayer, by the parable of the importunate wi-
dow; and that of the Pharifee and Publican.

]]zsus dire&ed his fteps towards Jerufalem, with a
“full view of all his fufferings before him, and even
with an earneft defire to enter upon them. He was
yet in Galilee, and, during his progrefs through that
country, he contihued to exercife his miniftry, la-
bouring to diffule the knowledge of his truth, and to
ive unequivocal proofs of his divine chara&er.
bile we contemplate him perfifting in his.work
with diligence and cheerfulnefs to the very laft, may
we learn to perfevere in the moft vigorous exertions
for the glory of his name, till we finith our courfe}
‘What, though the crofs lies before us? Let us imitate’
the holy example of the Saviour ; and we fhall follow
him to his kingdom.

Pubkcans and finners, we have feen, attended on
Jhis preaching, and many Scribes and Pharifees, alfo,
were prefent at the fame time. In the audience of
them all, and with & vigw te their inftruion, he
) ' 20dceley
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JESUS CHMRIST. 4:65

in general difcaver for the attainment of the low

trifling objeds of the prefeat life. . o
. Jefus, aHo, improved and applied the parable,
while be thus addrefled his difciples: “Riches, which:
commonly deceive the expetatians of their poffefiorsy
and often are fubfervient to the purpofes of fin, may.

yet be emplayed to great adv e. Byaproperufoof. -

them, you may conciliate the efteem of thofe, whole
friendthip is moft valuable. Many, whom you have
ipftrued, relieved, vifited, and cheeregd, and te whom:
Zc::r bounty has endeared you, may go before you te

ven, aud, upon your removal from the place you
mow fill upy may ftand ready to welcome you to the
fame blifsful habitations, where they will confefs their
‘gbligations to you. A very fmall fhare, indeed, of
wealth may be committed to your care; but your re-
ligious principles will be evinced by your behaviour
3o the loweft ftation, fo that we may fafely infer from
it, what would be your condu&t in a higher. If you.
aét as unfaithful ftewards in the difpofal of your tem-
poral fubftancé, worthlefs as it is, how ean you ex-'
pect to be intrufted with thofe bleffings, which are of
real value? And if you treacheroufly mifapply what is
not, {trictly, your own property, but only put into your
bands for the benefit of others, you have no reafon
to believe, that God will confer upon you a certain
and everlafting poflefion. How neceflary is it, then,
that you make a deliberate choice, whom you will
ferve! You will be fupremely attached either to God
or the world; and in proportion as you efteem the-
one, the other will be difregarded. It is impofible,
that you can live in fubjeGtion to two mafters, whofe
demands are fo dire@ly oppofite.”

‘The Pharifees heard the folemn 2dmonition; but
they treated it with fcom, becaufe the love of momey
had the afcendancy in their hearts, and the do&rine
of Jefus ftruck at the root of that vile principle. The
minifters of God, like their great Exemplar, muft ex~

pect

~
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ped to be derided by thofe, whofe pradtices an
pers thev condemn: nor thould they, on this ac
keep filence. Jefus reproved the hypocrify «
Pharifees, in the moft awful terms, declaring,
while it was their object to preferve appearanc
fore men, God perceived their inward difpol
and that he looks with abhorrence on thofe t
which thort-fighted mortals may admire. Wo
God, that every proud and covetous pretend
picty, whofe reputation ftands high in the Cl
would ferioufly confider the tremendous truth!

The Pharifees profefied a high regard for the
faic inftitution. Our Lord, therefore, remark
them, that this was defigned to continue on
Joha the Baptiit appeared, when God began to
the new difpenfation, and to fet up the kingdo
Meffiah, into which men of all chara&ers were |
ing with extreme vehemence. Still, he obferve
ancient law did not fail, as if it had not anfwer
end; for it received its completion in the G
which fulfilled its types and prophecies, and enf
its moral commands. In fome points. partic
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deed, the perfeCtion of every preceding economy, and
by this efpecially God eftablithes the kin% om of his
Son. Do we wiih tofecure its bleflings? Then we
are required to exert all the faculties of our fouls; for
¢¢ every man prefleth into it.”” The faint defire, the
unoperative refolution will leave us fhort of heaven,
the pofleflion of which is not to be gained without a
holy violence.

Before the fame audience, and in order to enforce
‘the foregoing admonitions, Jefus proceeded to deliver
an affecting parable. He defcribed the future mife-
ries, which will follow alife of carnal indulgence,
-notwithftanding all its prefent advantages, and the
.everlafting bleflednefs, to which the fervant of God
dhall be admitted, however aflited upon earth. A
rich man is reprefented, expending his fortune merely
‘For the fupport of an elegant appearance and a luxu-
rious table. His plan was, to allow himfelf every
gratification, which his income would afford; but,
while he confulted only his own wifhes, he confidered
not the neceffities of others. A poor beggar, named
Lazarus, incapacitated for any labour by a difeafed
body, was placed before his door, imploring relief.
“This diftrefled object was neglected except by the
dogs, who licked his fores, as if they were more
compaffionate than their mafter: but even this cir-
cumftance fhewed his calamitous fituation, as he was
covered with ulcers, which were expofed to the open
air, and at the fame time he could hardly obtain the
fmalleft crumbs for his fubfiftence. Death, however,
foon put an end to the fufferings of the one, and the
enjoyments of the other: and then how different
their condition! Lazarus, who was dear to God,
notwithftanding his extreme-indigence, was conduéted
by a company of heavenly fpirits to a diftinguithed
abode in the kingdom of blifs and glory. The rich
epicure might have the parade of a grand funeral, but
his pomp followed him no farther. He was caft in;;)
hell,

3
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and fearfulnefs furprife the hypocrites?”> Ah! ¢« who
among us fhall dwell with the devouring fire? who
among us fhall dwell with everlafting burnings * ¢’

We congratulate the faithful fervants of God,
though deftitute as Lazarus. You poflefs a happinefs
beyond the reach of the world, of which no aflictions
can deprive you. Though you can hardly procure
the meaneft fare or the coarfeft apparel; and though,
while your difeafed bodies can fcarcely endure the
hardthips of hunger, nakednefs, and cold, you are
the fcorn of your opulent neighbours, yet we will
call you blefled.  Death, which ftrikes a terror into
others, may infpire you with confidence and joy.
For then you fhall obtain perfect deliverance, and be
&¢ carried by Angels into Abraham’s bofom.”

Is it fuppofed, that ftronger evidence is wanted,
to convince men of the dangerous tendency of fin?
The facred fcriptures declare it, with all the ftrength
and clearnefs, of which language is capable. The
teftimonies of departed fpirits, who have entered upon
the invifible world, are withheid from us, and we have
no right to afk them, or to conclude that they would
be at all regarded by unbelievers. Lect the word of
Guod, then, be fairly confulted, and its decifiors im-
plicitly received; or clfe, we fhall foon fecl thefe tor-
ments, which we are unwilling to credit.

After this interefting parable, Jefus addrefed him-
felf again to his difciples, fuggefting certain cautions
and direions for their conduct . Some of thife
things had been faid before, but thzir importance
rendered the repetition expedient and neediul. He
warned them againft giving any caufz of offence to
others, obferving, that though in fuch a workl i«
this, and fo conftituted as we now are, cafes of thut
kind may be expeted,.yet they arc attended with
wiul confequences.. It is abundantly better to fuiler

® Ifa. xxxiiie 34 + Luke xviis 1. &c.

Vor. 111, T any
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wonderful effelts, and enable the Chriftian to peg-

* form duties, which would otherwife be as impoflible,
as the tranfplanting of a tree into the midf of the fea.

- Yet he taught them, after all their exertions, to
aflume no merit to themfelves, but to acknowledge

" that their obedience to God in every point was no

more, thah he had a right to demand, and that, as it
added nothing to him, it.gave them no claim upon
him. According to this defcription, we all are ths
-fervants of Jehovah, the great and fovercign Lord,
and fthould attend to our proper work, till it be fi-
nifthed, not looking for our complete reft and cnjoy-
‘ment, before we have done the bufinefs affigned us;
and even then we fhall deferve nothing. Surely a
very flight knowledge of ourfelves will difpofc us to
confefs, that « we are unprofitable fervants,” or ra-
ther, that we are mifcrable offenders.

- Jefus continued to profecute his journey to Jeru-
falem through Samaria and Galilee, and fcattered
bleflings as he went. Near to a certain village, into
whiCh%lse was about to enter, ten unhappy perfons,
aflied with leprofy, prefented themfelves before
bim. They ftood at a diftance, this bzing required
of them, left others fhould be defiled by their loath-
fome diforder ; but, having heard of the power and

ace of Jelus, they implored his merciful rezard.
gc looked on them with compaffion, and inftantly
dircéted them to thew themfelves to the prieflls, who
alone were authorized to decide, when the malady was
removed. They obeyed his word in the belicving ex-
peStation of a cure; and as they were goiny they were

_ reftored: for his influence extended to the remoteft
places, as well as to the objefts immediately within
his - view, The fame miracle was wrought upon
them ally but only one of them, it thould feem, and
he a Samaritan, was properly affeCted with it. He
returned to proclaim the kindnefs of his Benefadlor,
and his own obligations to him. Wit admiring and

T 2 grateful
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i'ne we been the fubjects of Chr:nii's hedig
vower D Has not the leprofy of fin fpread it poifoos
= &Tvi over our fouls? And fhal! we not cyp
. * Jaus, Matter, have mercy ca usi” Tho
.« . wavare reftored by his grace, czangt butle
<t v vetalis! few of them feel 1o livelv afeok
« o~ 2cwdnes, as they ought. Is there one out oftes
w o vas ghory o God with proper enerzyasd 2l
\ ¢ s rot ingratitude, on fuch an occaiion, md
«r.otade? You, who have experienced deliverant
v o2 prawr of Jefus, return to praife him; ol
¢ rowene him to the notice and efteem of othery
w2 o wid attenifbment and love, you declare wha'
s e or vou.
‘eeN oshe was arrived at the great city, on 2
: the neiphbourhood, when the Prarifes
¢ . ~df hun, st what time God would ell:hiln

v v 2dom, of which he had fpoken fo much. He
1o vy that they were deceived about the nawred”
L .~ accadum: that it would not be attended w4
rwv * v\eernal pomp and grandeur, as to excite g
pite v ervation; but that, being inward and fpii-
¢ e B eniited in the hearts of his pcople. Hefug
«J aite to his difciples, that they would foon %

oo ior his appearance, in vindication of ther
!‘ b vade, but warned them not to be mifled iv
W Chais, who fhould arife in great numbers. He
e, indeer! fter his patfion, then approach-
REREIRY t himfelf in a moft awful mas
e l‘: tak e on his encmies; for that bls
nete rrible as the lightning, wous
connhE K hem. He foretold, that mans

. :d
t't‘;\l\-‘u - wou
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ald be cut off in the midft of their bufinefs, their
=ty, and fenfuality, as in the days of Noah and
C.ot, when thoufands' perithed, in the former cafe
the flood, and in the latter by fire and brimftone
= heaven. And, as this tremendous defolation
wld be accomplithed fo quickly, he directed his
“iples to flee for their lives, at the very firft com-
mcement of the troubles, without attempting to
are any of their poffeffions, left they alfo, througzh
attachment to worldly things, like Lot’s wifz, -
uld be irdvolved in the gencral ruin. He pre-
ked, that in this public devaftation the mofi pain~
feparations would be made, the neareft friends di-
<d, the moft intimate conne&ions broken; fo that,
ere two perfons fhould be united in the clofeft
nds, the one fhould be refcued by a peculiar act:
srace, and the other left to perifh.
t was enquired, wheie the terrible defirution
suld take place; and our Lord replied by a pro--
rbial expreflion, that the eagles would be gathered
the-carcafe. ‘This feemed a plain intimation, that-
= Romans, whofe enfigns bore the image of the eagle,
ould be the inftruments of that calamity, and that
ey would fly as that ravenous bird to the prey. It
ight alfo be intended to imply, that, wherever ob-
nate finners are marked for ruin, the judgments of
od will find them out, and haften with an unerring’
m to -accomplifh their perdition. :
The awful fubje&t will be afterwards refumed.
»r the prefent, we obferve, that the prophecies of
fus, which clearly referred to one fignal event,
ere all in due time exa&ly accomplithed. Jerufa-
1 was given up to entire defolation, the unbelieving
w4 perithed miferably, and the Chriftians, obeying
«r Lord’s diretions, obtained 2 memorable deliver-
ce. Are we not, then, here inftructed, that « it
a.fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Wi
: - T 3, : QoA
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to renew our applications to him with frefh vigour,
and * give him no reft,” till he vouchfafe to grant us
deliverance and comfort. ‘
The efficacy of fuch a continued fervour in our ad-
drefles to God, is exhibited in a fhort pzrable. A
r diftrefled widow, under great oppreifion, ear-
neftly folicited the interference of a magiftrate in her
behalf, that the might obtain juftice. He, being
deftitute of every good principle both toward God,
and man, refufed for fome time to undertake her
caufe; but at length he confented, merely that he
mi‘ght be freed from the trouble of her importunity.
efus has dire&ed us to draw the proper conclufion
rom this little hiftory. The Lord God may feem
regardlefs of the inceflant cties of his afflicted people,
for a confiderable feafon: but ftill they fhould perfe~
vere in their ardent fupplications, and expeét his gra-
cious interpofition. Like holy Jacob, they fhould
wreftle with him, and fay, “ I will not let thee go,
except thou blefs me.” Then he will refcue them
from the oppreifion of their fpiritual enemies, and
fatisfy the defires of their fouls. Yet, great as this
encouragement is, how few are animated by it! Do
not the moft appear difheartened, and fo ¢ faint in
their minds,” as to grow remifs, and almoft aban-
don their hope? Thus Jefus lamented, that, upon his
coming, he’ fhould find but little faith on the earth.
And fhould this be the day of his vifitation among
ourfelves, we fear that the number of firm and lively
believers would be proved to be very fmall indeed.
Ah! why do we diftruft his promife? Or, if we main-
tain our dependence upon it, why do we give way to
fo many diftrefling apprchenfions? Why are we fo
backward to prayer; fo cold and languid in our ad-
drefles? Surely we treat him, as if we thought that
he would not be true to his word.
Another parable, addrefled to thofe, who boaf'ed
of their own goodnefs, axld’llgokcd down with contempt

4 Lpon
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poa cakers, inftruéts us with what temper of mind
ve i ¢l zpproach to God. We may draw near
.ot cennde.ce, in reliance on the Saviour; but not
ption, as if we had a claim upon him, on
152 cround of our own merit. 'We are taught to
taw before him with the deepeft humiliation and ab-
torroaze of ourfelves, confefling our iniquity, and
12 forgivenefs through his free and abundant
, @ revezled in the Gofpel. Tthis is repre-
& i1 the cafc of two men, a Pharifee and a Pub-
“ca:, who went to worfhip at the temple. Their
principles and difpofitions were widely different; and
verv different alfo was the effe&t of their prayers.
ne Pharifec ftood by himfelf, with much felf.
{:Fciencyy as if he fhould be polluted by coming
- c27 1a¢ Publican.  His devotions, if fuch they may
t: z2'led, contained not one petition; and, though
~s ~xctended to thank God, his cbje&t was to com-
" oar nimicli, while he delcribedJ his own’ excei-
'--,. .y 22d recounted the various fervices he had per-
. He aleged, that he was far better than the
ey of mankind, that he had avoided the grofs
S.o - wrich many othgrs lived, and which mizhe
s ot e wpon the notorious character then prefent,
T = .s e kadaifo been exad in all ceremonial ob-
Caxes. Sach was the Jetail of his goodn:fs, fuch
o At -;-;:::‘i.uiu‘n of\ his hope towards God. And
o~ it facrihice an abomination unte the
N proud fpirit is peculiarly odious to
1= . ¢ hath determined, < that no fieih fhall

Wit P

k ' ««relence.”  But are not many, under a
£ . onetlon, worfhipping with the very tem-
U Pharifee? Let his prayer be trani-
e . anguage, and it would defcribe pre-
.H\" 1of numbers among us. For thus
ulen ir comparative excellence above
dotl 1 from fcandalous crimes, and
othe e of certain cuﬂomary rites.

theil . And
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And fo long as they exalt themfelves, their moft fpe-
cious offerings, whether of charity or devotion, are
offenfive to %;Od.

But another chara&er is. here exhibited, and that
of an acceptable worfhipper. T'he Publican, or Ro="
man tax-gatherer, whofe former life, it may be al-
lowed, had been ftained*with ‘many enormities, was
compelled under the terror of an awakened confcience
to hiumble himfelf in the prefence of God, and to de-
precate his vengeance. He ftood at a diftance from
the fantuary, and with eyes caft down upon' the
ground, thus exprefling his unworthinefs to draw
near or look up to God: and then, {miting upon his ,
breaft, through extreme anguifh for his accumulated

uilt, and confeffing himfelf a finner obnoxious to
Jftice, without offering any plea in his own, favour,.
he prayed, that, if it were poffible,. God would
extend his mercy to him. To fuch a contrite peni--
tent as this, however flagitious his condu& may
have been, the promifes of the Gofpel are addrefled.
¢ Let him return unto the Lord, and he will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abun-
dantly pardon *.”” ‘This the Publican found: he:
went down to his houfe in peace, having obtained
acceptance with God. How inftru&ive, how ani-
mating is the example! It is recorded for our encou- .
ragement; and the declaration is added, to revive the
heart of all thofe who are ready to defpond, ‘¢ He
that humbleth himfelf fhall be exalted.”” For this
abundant grace, indeed, we are indebted to him,
who ¢ died for the ungodly,” and whofec * blood
cleanfeth from all fin.” ({ur application to God
muft be made in his name, and in dependence on his
merits. © But even the interpofition of Carift vill
not avail us, unlefs we feel that « godly forrow whica
worketh repentance,” and that deep humiliation,

* Ifa lv. 7.
T 5 which
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Fefus, attending at the feaft of dedication, gave fight te
7'£ man born blind—revealed bimfelf to }.’n'm, when ex-
communicated—defcribed himfelf as the dorr, and the

good Shepherd—declared his union with the Father,

and miraculoufly efcaped from being floned.

JEsus had now taken his leave of Galilee, and ar-
rived at Jerufalem. There he attended at the cele-
‘bration of a certain feftival, which is fuppofed to have
been kept in remembrance of the purification of the
temple by Judas Maccabeus *. This was an infti-
tution only of human authority; but he did not on
that account neglec it, and he has taught us by his
example to pay a ferious refpet to thofe obfervances,
which tend to the advancement of religion, even
thou§h they be not eftablithed by the divine com-
mand.

In fuch a world as this, obje&s of wretchednefs
prefent themfelves on every fide: but we may learn
from Jefus, not to look on the diftreffed without feel-
ing the tendereft emotions of compaffion. As he
pa%'ed through the ftreets of Jerufalem, he beheld
with merciful regard a poor beggar, who had been
blind from his birth +. The difciples taking notice

* John x. 22. 3 Macc, ive 59. Jofeph. Antiq, baok i, thagan.
Tt jm ix, 1, &¢,
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c
of thr unhagpy caly, proacted a queftion of
fpacu.ation. They afx:, whzii:r ¢ amin
not to be conlidered s a puriizular judzmea: from
G >3, for fome heinous tran{zredion committed eithzr

by the mzn or his parents.  Picbabiv, they eater.

e ema

Ziazltne icca of a pre-exiftent ftate, and fuppoied,

.- to ih2 abturd d..ctrine of certain hezthen
I3 -2, 152t e fufiuriags of this life are punii-
= ({ merGins.

t::n was appeinzed, not as a judicial vifitation for any
remcrkable « fence, but that the migzhty power of
Gd might be Cifplaved by a miraculoas removal of
it. He further obierved, that his time of fervice in
t=is world, wihich he knew to bz very fhort, muft be
diligently improved, in order to promote the great
end of his miiiion, and that he thouid continuz, du-
rinz his abode here, to give light to them, that were
in darknefs. How fircibly dces this appl. to cur-
felves! It becomes us not to cenfure thife, whoare
ororetlid by the heavieft calamities. as fin. er: zdove
c:nors, o as bearing pzculiar marks of tic divine in-
ionn; and it fhould reconcile us to the fevereft
iations, that, in various refpects, God may go-
‘miclf by them.  Rewembering alfo, how feon
cus day of labour and of ufefulnefs will b2 clofed, we
Aouid exert ourfeives with vigour, for the benet: f
«eners, efpecialiv by ¢ fhining as lights in the world,”
et We may not depart from life, before we have an-
wwz-cd any good purpofe in it.  If we would imite
o Swhour. we muft not trifle aw

ay the few remain-

o o fenfuality or fupinenefs, or omit any
NS »of rendering affiftai:ce to our feilow-
.o a
T tttended to the cries of the diftrefl-
an? s granted relief, where it wac not
) ance before us. Ve obferve,

100,
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1
to the pride of Toiz, wiz hzve acquired a
3 :y to be treated
Rualiv Care. 2l i=me need of
aminztion, &5 wm: moi literate. Jefus,
warned t3em, thzt they could not plead in
\- themfelves thz want of isformation, and
ceit of to=ir own knowlsdze chiefly kept
:nbelief, and zre:tv zzzravated their guilt
mnation. Tris, furely, mzy furnith afor-
: .rtation to us, that we *‘l-an not unto our
: ftanding,” and that we pray earneitly, not
n over to a jucicial blindnefs, but, being
+d by the Holy Spirit, to difcover ¢ the
. is in Jefus.”
ord continued his addrefs, with a particular
thofe falfe teachers, who rejeCted him *.
in parabolical languaze, he declared, by a
=veration, that whofoever enters into the
ther way than by the apppointed door, is
idered a5 an injurious and deftruive in-
He defcribed the real thepherd, as approach-
regular accefs, which alone can be allowed,
ng immediate admifion. To fuch an one
of the fheep is intrufted: he watches over
a tender regard to their different cafes and
; and they acknowledge him as their guide,
> and defender. But they will not pay the
e& to liim, who is not thus conne@cd with
yields not a due attention to them. ‘This
ed an awful reproof of the Pharifecs, who
ed to inftru& the people, and yr- tood
only inftituted method of faf i

14
intimation to them, that, wh; ter
umed, the true members of ¢ uld
=it to them, but turn awa ith

Yet they faw not the dri %

.., ® John x, 1, &e..
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nfive to the pride of thofe, who have acquired a

atation for learning and difcernment, to be treated .

ntelle€tually dark, and having the fame need of
ne illumination, as the moft illiterate. Jefus,

-efore, warned them, that they could not plead in :

ufe for themfelves the want of information, and
: a conceit of their own knowledge chiefly kept
m in unbelief, and greatly aggravated their guilt

condemnation. This, furely, may furnifh a for-
. exhortation to us, that we * lean not unto our
n underftanding,” and that we pray earneftly, not

be given: over to a judicial blindnefs, but, being '
iﬁhtcned by the Holy Spirit, to difcover ¢¢ the -
t

as it is in Jefus.”
Dur Lord continued his addrefs, with a particular

w to thofe falfe teachers, who rejected him *.-

:aking in parabolical language, he declared, by a

n afleveration, that whefoever enters into the’

1 any other way than by the apppointed door, is
be confidered as an injurious and deftru&ive in-
der. He defcribed the real fhepherd, as approach-

: by the regular accefs, which alone can be allovt_'cd,’j

I gaining immediate admiffion. To fuch an one
: care of the fheep is intrufted: he watches over

m with a tender regard to their different cafes and’

zeffities ; and they acknowledge him as their guide,.
porter, and defender. But they will not pay the
ae relpet to lim, who is not thus conneéted with
:m, and yields not a due attention to them. This

s indeed an awful reproof of the Pharifees, who -
stended to inftru& the p=ople, and yet underftood -

t the only inflituted method of falvation; and it
is an intimation to them, that, whatever chara&er’
ey affumed, the true members of the Church would
t fubmit to them, but turn away from them with
fguft. Yet they faw not the drift of the parabley

) * John x. 1, &ec..
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more Tavourably of him, both from the doftrines he
advanced, and the miracles he wrought. Thus, alfo,
the faithful preaching of the Gofpel generally creates
"a divifion. It is no uncommon thing for men to
dpeak evil of what they underftand not, and to vent
their enmity againft the zealous advocate for Chrift,
by fcornful reproaches fimilar to thofe, which were caft
aupon Him. And yet, fuch is the force of the truth,
that, even in the midit of much oppofition, fome will
‘be fo imprefled with it, as to exert their influence in
its fupport. Let us ¢ take heed, how we hear,”” and
examine for ourfelves, without being biafled .by the
-objeltions of others.

Jefus was walking in the portico, which furround-
€d the temple, probably foon after his preceding dif-
<ourfe, when many of the Jews came about him, but
with no friendly difpofition, They defired a ftill
plainer declaration from himfelf, whether or no he
was the Mefliah; and it is likely that they withed for
it, as a ground of accufation againft him. Jefus,
therefore, reproved them for their unbelief, in difre-
garding his former very exprefs claims, and referred
them to.his works, for a full demeonftration of his di-
wine charalter. He fhewed their bafenefs in conti-
nuing te reject him, notwithftanding fuch accumu-
Jated evidence; by which they clearly proved, that
tthey belonged not to that favoured company, the theep
of his ﬂoci, all of whom acknowledge him as their
Leader and Commander, receiving his doétrines, and
-obeying his direftions. Thefe, however reproached
by men, he affirmed to be the objects of his peculiar

notice, and fecure under the prote&tion of his Al-
anighty arm, frcm the affaults of their moft powerful .
.enemies. He has redeemed them to himfelf, and en-
gaged to refcue them from every danger, and con-
duét them to the pofleffion of eternal ife. Tie 2
«ed, therefore, that the Omnipotence of the ¥ atnex s
pledged for their defence, fince he and the ‘3%:?‘;“
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SECT. 29.

efus anfuered enquiries about divorces—fhewed a tek-
der regardto-little children—rveplied ¢o a young ruler—
warned brs difciples of the danger of riches — delivered
e parable of the labourers in the vinegard— hafiened
20 Ferufalem to fuffer—cured two blind men near Je-
Ticho.

‘THE enemies of Chrift, even while they feem to
‘prevail, are fubfervient to his purpofes; for, by their op-
spofition to the truth, they are eventually the caufe of its
:more extenfive promulgation. Thus, we have feen,

" when Jefus was driven away from Jerufalem, the peo-
le beyond Jordan received the benefit of his miniftry.
%"o them he imparted his bleflings with a liberal
hand: for he was followed by great multitudes,
whom he inftru@ed in the myfteries of his kingdom,
-and healed of their various bodily difeafes *.

Hither, alfo, the malice of the Pharifees purfued
him. They came, with an intention of drawing him
into fome difficulty, or of prejudicing the pcople
againft him. They pretended to confult him on the
{ubjet of divorces, and afked, whether it were allow-
able for a man to difmifs his wife for every trifling
xeafon. He knew their malevolcnt defigns, and yet

* Mat, xix, 1=—12. Mark x. 1—12.
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snclufive. For why did he fhew fuch a regard to
fants, but becaufe they were the proper objeéts of
is care and love, and might.partake of his grace?
arents, therefore, may be encouraged to prefent
weir offspring to Chrift, and entreat his kind atten-
on to them. They may folemnly devote them to
im in his Covenant by the initiating ordinance of
aptifm, even as circumcifion was practifed for the
ery fame purpofe among the Jews. We believe,
1at they will be an acceptable offering to him, and
sjoice, that “ the promife is unto us and to our
hildren *.” :

“T'he reprefentation here given feems particularly
aited to engage the notice of our voungeit readers,
nd to fuch we would apply it. Inconfiderabls as
ou may be thought in the world, you are not be-
eath the Saviour’s regard. Let nothing, then, keep
;ou from his arms, which ftand open to receive you.
A hile you hear him fay,. ¢ Suffer them-to come unto
1e, and forbid them not,” be encouraged to have
ecourfe to him, whoever would prevent your ap-
roach. Caft yourfelves before him, and implore his
lefling. Surrender up your hearts, in willing fub-
>&ion,’ that he may attach them to himflf, and ac-
‘omplifh.in you the purpofcs of his mercy. Though
‘our years have been few, you ftand in need of re-
emption through his blood, and the fanctification of
is- Spirit; nor will his grace be denied you, while
ou wait in. humble faith and fervent prayer before
im. -

As he was.departing from the place, in which the
4t occurrence happencd, a certain perfon came run-
ing to him, evidently with much eag€rnefs, and with
rofound veneration, acknowledging him as a divine
“cacher; for he kneeled down at his feet, and defired
sformation from him on a fubjeét of all others. the

* AQs ii. 39,
’ U3 wk



feem dcfirous to learn the way to heaven, Do you
unfeignedly confent to the terms, which Jefus re-
quires? He does not, indeed, fay to you, ¢« Sel
whatfoever thou haft ;”> but he may probably call you
to make fome painful facrifices, as an evidence of
your regard to him.  You muft, at leaft, be read
to relinquifh the deareft obje&s in life, if he fhall {o
appoint; nor are any of his difciptes exempted from
the obligation of taking up the crofs, and following
him through thame, contempt, and fuffering. If you
comply not with his demands, whatever they may be,
you lack the one thing, an integrity of heart, an un-
referved fubmiffion to him, for which no compenfa-
n can be allowed.  Would you, then, depart from

* Mat, xiii. 46. 1 Phil. iii. 8. .
him?
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Him?” O think again, what the confequences muft
Be! Thofe, whoe knpw your danger, tremble and
weep for you, though you feel no pity for your--
felves. : ‘

Jefus, being much affected, direCted the attention”
of all the people, and efpecially of his difciples, to
this cccurrence, while he taught them the pro-
per improvement. He declared, fuch are the {nares
of riches, fuch the obftrultions which they caufe
to the f iritual life, that few perfons in affluéence
will be difpofed to receive the Gofpel, or to purfue
that courfe, which alone will condut them to hea-
ven. Much is to be given up, and many-fevere
ftruggles to be endured in all fituations ; but thofe,
whofe hearts are attached to their worldly pofleffions,
Jabour under peculiar difficulties, and it muit be a
miracle of grace indeed,. which will enable them to

" make the neceffary facrifices, in the fervice of God,
and for the attainment of his kingdom. The difci-
ples were almo& confounded at this intimation, and
cried out, with inexpreffible aftonithment, ¢« Who,
then, can be faved 2> To which Jefus replied, that,
though the ftrength of man be infufficient, the power
of God will be effeGtual,.to accomplith the arduous
work. To him,. therefore, fhould our fervent pray-
ers be direéted, that by his Almighty grace we may
refilt and overcome: the temptations, pzculiar tc our
various circumftances in life..

But how few are aware-of the danger of riches !’
Inftead of fhrinking at, do not almoft all eagerly co-
vet, an exalted rank? The afluent, in general, defire
no better portion than their temporal pofleffions, and
conlider not that thefe may be the means of exclud- .
ing them from the happinefs of heaven. On the v:ry -
fame principle, alfo, the poor repine at the appoint-
ment of God, when they ought to be thankful,. that.
he has placed them in a fituation, the moft favourable '
to religion.  Surely, we fhould be more anxious for -

Us fpiritual
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SECT. 3o

Fefus vifited Zatcheus the publican, who became a true
convert ; and, as he apiroacb:q’ to Ferufalem, he die
livered the parable of the tew pounds. .

. THE city of Jericho had been formerly rendered
famous by the remarkable triumph, which Jofhisa
there obtained. In this fame.fpot, the Lord Jefus
:riumphed by his grace, and erected a trophy in proof
of his vi&ory over Satan. He had already manifefted
is high charaller, in the confines of the town, by |
riving fight to the blind: but a more illuftrious in-

ance of his power and mercy is now to be exhibit-
«d, in the converfion of a notortous finner. Let-us
¢ praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his won~
lerful works to the children of men.”” How many
vitnefles declare, that He is ¢ mighty to fave!’™
ivery frefh example encourages our application ta
»m and dependence upon him. May his Spirit work
ffeQtually in us, that, while we contemplate his free
nd extenfive kindnefs to others, we alfo may partake,
f his. great falvation! .

As Jefus pafled through Jericho, he was attended
y an immeunfe concourfe of people. Perhaps, alfo,
e mirsacle, which he wrought there, might add ta
is train. One of this numerous company is fele@ed,
3r our peculiar notice; and his cafe is confidered by
a¢- facred hiftorian fo. interefting, that it is ’mgm-;&

: O



Is there, even with you who profefs an attention to.
his Gofpel, any thing like that affectionate attach-
ment to him, which Zaccheus fhewcd? Would you
confent that he thould abide with you; and would
you rejoice to furnith an entertainment for him? He
1s, indeed, removed from the earth; but you have
many of his reprefentatives around you, and you are
required to evince your love for him, by your kind-
nefs to them. Do you, then, fearch out his poor
members, that you-may minifter to their neceffities?”
Do you embrace every opportunity of relieving them?
And are you thankful for the exalted privilege?
This fruit of divine grace we obferve in Zaccheus.
While he made a public confeffion of his former

* Prov, is 24e.
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wickednefs ‘before Jefus and all the company, he
wifhed to teftify the fince:ity of his repentance. He,
whofe grand object had been to amafs worldly trea-
fures, was no fooner acquainted with the Saviour,
than he exprefled a willingnefs to give up a large fhare
of his wealth, for the fupport of the indigent. He
declared his determination to confecrate his fubftance
to the Lord, by devoting even the half of it to cha-
ritable purpafes. The fame extenfive diftribution,
according to that exa& divifien of our property, is not
binding upon us. But we are ftrangers to the love
of Jefus, if we thut up our bowels of compaflion from
the afli&ted, nay, if we do not ¢ oprn our hand wide
anto them,” as God hath profpered us. Ah! how
many warm advocates for the Gofpel betray their in-
fincerity, as * having an heart exercifed with covet-
ous practices ¥1”? < ‘ L
But you are required to be juft, as well as liberal;
for God fays, ¢ I hate robbery for burnt-offering +.””
If there be any difhoneft gain in your pofleffion; if
you have enriched yourfelves by fraud or extortion ;
it is furely known unto God, and an explicit confef-
fion of it fhould be made.- . Thus the Publican ac-
knowledged his bafenefs in opprefling the people by a
violent and injurious execution of his office. But
-you muft do more, than merely declare your forrow
for the paft. Nor is it enough for ¢ him that ftole,
to fteal ne more;”” you muft not retain in your hands,
what you have wrongfully taken from another. Sup-
pofe not, that your guilt will be expiated by your giv~
ing a pittance of it to the poor: for fuch charity is
~continued theft. It is not your’s to beftow: it is an-
other’s property, and if you can find the owner, you
muft reftore it. -

This ftrong and necefiary evidence of fincere con-
trition appeared in Zaccheus. ¢ I am ready,” faid

* 2 Pet. ii. 14 . 1 HaIxi. 8,
4 _ hey
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univerfal fovereignty was not to be eftablifhed during
his abode on earth, which was intended to be a ftate
of profound humiliation. ¢ He came, not to be mi-
niftered unto, but to minifter.”” In order to enter
upon his government, it was neceflary for him to quit
this world and afcend to his Father: and ‘then the
fceptre was delivered into his hands. At the appointed
feafon he will return with all the eafigns of royalty,
and with irrefiftible power. He will come in his
glory; and that fhall be the day of his triumph,

For the prefent his dominion is not generally ac-
knowledged. The Jews efpecially, who were his
own people, more than others, and ought to have
fubmitted to him with joy, have thewn a moft ma-

* Ifa, xlv. 23. Phil ii. 10, 13, ~ »
lignant
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fignant oppofition to him, and folemnly renounced
him,_ as their ruler. But, without further notice of
them, the queftion for ourfelves is, Do we reverence
the Saviour, as we ought, in his regal office? The
kingdom is His: do we rejoice in it? Do we coidi-
ally confent, that ¢ this man fhall reign over us?”
Are we looking for his future advent? What recep-
tion may we expe& from-him, when he appears?
Or, what fhould be our deportment, till he return?

T'he prince, here defcribed, left his ten fervants
behind him with the care of a certain portion of mo-
ney. T'en pounds were committed to their manage-
ment, of which they were charged to make a diligent
ufe, during his abfence. Under thefe very circum-
ftances the difciples of Jefus are placed. {‘hey pro-
fofs fubje&tion to him, and they'thould a& at his com-
mand. Their very name, as they are ¢ fervants,”
implies their obligations to work, agreeably to his
direftions. They are intrufted with various advan-
tages, ane in one way, and another in another; and
thefe they are required to improve, as men in trade,
{o that they may turn them to the moft profitable ac-
count. It is intended, indeed, that they fhall be
tharers with their Mafter in the future glory of his
kingdom; but for the prefent they are appointed, not
to any high honours or diftin&ions in the world, as
fone perfons then vainly dreamed, but to a poft of
labour and difficulty; and their moft vigorous efforts
are neceflary, in the bufinefs affigned them.

The prince returned in full pofleflion of the fo-
vereignty, which he had expefted, and ftriétly exa-
mined his fervants, what benefit had accrued from
their ufe of the money committed to them. Two of
the number, by their fidelity and diligence in com-
merce, had made very confiderable improvement of
their ftock, though one of them was far inferior to
the other. Both came and acknowledged their obli-
gations to their lord, as if they had faid, « We are’

Vou. III. X indebted
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his future advent. And in that, not the
ng Jews alone, but all in every age and na-
» reject the Saviour, will be deeply concern-
10ever fhall be found oppofers of his grace,
: to bow to his fceptre, thall be brought forth
= execution, a fpe&acle to the whole uni-
1 fhall feel the fiercenefs of his anger, in tor-
xpreflible, for ever and ever. Let everyfoul,
|d an immediate and unreferved fubjection to
ing of Zion.” Conftrained by his mercies,
s awed by his terrors, let us furrender up our-
him, that he may reign over us, and prepare
gn with bim in his glory, Amen.

-

X3 yuaus
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power in himfelf to quickén whom he will, and that
every believer, by virtue of an union with him, is
brought into a ftate of glorious exiftence, which death
cannot deftroy or impair. Upon his anquiring, whe-
ther fhe yielded a cordial aflent to this interefting
truth, the perfe@ly acquiefced in it, profefling her
firm perfuafion, that he was indeed the promifed Sa-
viour, the Son of God. ’

Have we, likewife, fo regarded Jefus, as he is
here reprefented? Behold, what honour is due to his
name! Is he not to be revered and worfhipped as
¢ the mighty God,”” fince he vindicates to himfelf
the prerogative of reviving thofe, over whom death
has prevailed, and of imparting and fupporting a
principle of endlefs life, according to his own" fove-
reign pleafure? Shall we not, then,, ftand in awe, and
confefs and adore the Divinity in this exalted Perfon-

? What an{wer fhall we return to the queftion,
¢« Belicveft thou this?”” It is indifpenfably neceflary
for every one of us to credit his declaration, and rely
upon him for the blefling, which he propofes to be-
ftow. The promife of his falvation, including both
fpiritual and eternal life, is annexed to faith. [f we
poflefs an unreferved dependence upon him, how
great is our felicity! We fhall feel the quickening
energy of his Spirit, giving vigour to our fouls, and
maintaining that vigour againﬁ all oppofition. Nor
fhall any thing beable to deftroy our union with him.
Qur prefent mode of exiftence may ceafe, and our
bodies be configned to the grave; but we fhall even
then enjoy a ftate of happinefs and glory with him3;
and at the laft day, < He will {wallow up death in
vi€ory,”” ¢ ranfom us from the power of the grave,”
and give us “ our perfet confummation and blifs,
both in body and foul,” in his own everlafting king-
dom. What an unfiiling fource of confolation is
here! ¢« Sorrow rot,” then, belicvers, ¢ even as
others, which have no hope.”

X3 - Ma
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. 'Will not this be allowed as an unqueftionable evi-
Jence of our Lord’s divine chara&ter? Who can with-
Ikand the teftimony of one, that arofe from the dead?
‘Will not all be conftrained to yield uafeigned reve-
‘tence and fubmiflion to the Son of God? Many of
hofe, who were prefent, felt a forcible convittion
“rom the view of the miracle, and immediately be-
iieved on him. But oh! the blindnefs and obduracy
f the human heart! External proofs are not fuffici-
snt to produce the efficacious principle of faith: the
mighty power of God is requilite to implant the pro-
ser-difpofition of mind. Some, who were witnefles
of the wondrous fa&t, carried information of it to his
tvowed adverfaries, and, as it {hould feem, with the
malevolent intention of exciting oppofition againft
aim. At their report, the-grand courcil of the San-
aedrim was aflembled, to confult upon th= fteps ne-
zeflary to be taken, for obviating his increafing po-
pularity, ‘The relult of their deliberation was, to
endeavour by fome method or other to deftroy him ;
and in this they were direted by the advice of Cai-
aphas, the high-prieft, who fpake by a divineimpulfe
what he did not underftand, that it was expedicnt
that one man fhould die for the peoples But vain
were all their defigns of violence, till his hour came.
He retired to Ephraim, a diftant city, not far from
the river Jordan, where he lay concealed till within
2 few days of his lafk paffover, when he furrendered
himfelf to their malice. ‘

Let.us meditate on the unbelief and obftinacy of
:he Jews, not that we may frame any bitter invectives
againft them, but that we may fear for ‘ourfelves;
or their cafe furnifhes the moft folemn admonition to
us. Let us beware of refifting the evidences, which
are fet before us, left we be given up to a fimilar ob-
duracy. Let us pray, that God would put forth his

wer, in fubduing our natural depravity: for it
zequires the fame Ah§ig2ty energy; which raifad
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But her condu& difgufted fome, even of the difci-
- ples, who probably condemned it as wild and extra-
-—vagant. Judas, in particular, obje&ed to her from
— the bafeft motives; for, while he pretended, what he
never felt, a tender concern for the poor, and argued,
= that the price of the ointment had better have been.
. devoted to charitable ufes, he meant to enrich him-
felf by it. Jefus, however, who knew the purity of |,
her intentiens, and the ftrength of her regard for
- him, undertook her defence. He juftified and com-
mended the altion, as being well fuited to his dying
fituation, and as it were an embalming of his body,
preparatory to his burial. He obferved, that oppor-
tunities of relieving indigence continually occur,
which fhould draw forth the benevolence of his peo-
ple; but that, as he was foon to leave them, and few
more occafions of miniftering to him would be af-
forded them, fome extraordinary marks of refpect
might properly be paid him at that time. He declared
alfo, to fhew his gracious acceptance of her love,
that, wherever the Gofpel fhould be publithed, her
affetion for him fhould be celebrated. '
This little narrative will furnith an inftrutive lefe
fon. Let us not precipitately or warmly cenfure
thofe zealous exertions in the fervice of Chrift, which.
may appear to us needlefs or extravagant. While
we condemn, Jefus may highly approve them. The
ardour of fome perfons, in certain uncommon cafes,
may carry them fuch lengths, as would be extremely
improper in the ordinary courfe of things. "We may
not clearly underftand the circumftances or the mo-
tives of their condu@; and therefore let us leave
them to him, who knows their hearts, and who will
not only make all favourable allowances for the fin-
cere, but applaud and reward whatever they have
done from pure, difinterefted regard to him.
Perhaps, you, who are forward to reproach others
for their intemperate heat, may be much more dif-
pleafing



fake, but that they might alfo have a fight of ILaza-
rus, who was fo wonderful a monument of his power
and grace. The miracle, which had been wrought,
had alrcady attached the hearts of many to the Savi-
our, and excited the curiofity of more; but the chief
pricfts, who were enraged on this very account, fe-
rioufly meditated, not only his deftru&ion, but that of
Lazarus alfo. How foolith, as well as wicked the
defign! He, who had been once raifed from the dead,
might, with the fame eafe, bave been inftantly reftored
again. But thofe, who refift the Lord’s Anointed are
chargeable with the grofleft abfurdity. Their wifet
ontrivances are ‘“a vain thing:’” and “ the Lord
1 have them in derifion *.”

* Pal, iis 1o
We
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“We do not wonder, that they, whofe cafes have il.
luftrioufly difplayed the mercy of the Redeemer, are
perfecuted, like .Lazarus,- with peculiar malignity.
‘The enemies of Jefus, who really aim at Him, direct
their envenomed fhafts againft them,. who are wit-
nefles for his name. . Believers, however, .may pof-
fels peace and confidence in the midft of oppofition,
fince their Defender is invincible. He, who keepeth
them, has numbered the very hairs of their head, and
declares, that “ none fhall pluck them out of his
hand *.” .

We have accompanied Jefus to the neighbourhood
of Jerufalem, and now we contemplate his remark-
able entrance into the city. Hitherto we have feen
that he fought -not any worldly honours; having ftu-
dioufly declined every thing like pomp and oftentation.
But toward the clofe of his life we perceive him at-
tended by a very fingular proceffion, which was de-
figned to be a reprefentation and acknowledgment of
his regal charater. .

On the next day after his entertain-
1;:2330&2::; ment at Bethany, he proceeded on his
the Pafiover. journey. When he came to the mount
of Olives, he fent two of his difciples to
an adjacent village, to bring with them an afs aud her
unbroken foal +. He directed them to the very place,
and fo minutely defcribed the circumftances, in which
they fhould find the animals, as to fhew his. exac
knowledge of things diftant and feemingly accidental.
‘The narrative alfo proves, that he could influence the
minds of men, as he pleafed; for the owners of the
afs relinquithed her without hefitation, at the mere
declaration, that ¢ the Lord had need of her.”” Upon
the young colt he condefcended to ride in a fort of

* John x. 28, 4+ Mat. xxi, 3=—16. Mark xi. T—1T.
Luke xix. 29, &c. Joha xii, 12-==19. ’
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10 We alk tne reaion of all S Among otner
caufes to be affigned, it was the purpofe of God
to fulfil an ancient prophecy. Zechariah had ex-
prefsly foretold 4, that the Saviour, the King of
Zion, would make fuch a public appearance, as is
here defcribed. The moft minute circumftances in
this view, as completions of former and authentic
predictions, are important, as they furnifh inconteft-
able evidence for the truth of the Gofpel. How ma-

* There was nothing ridiculous or mean in Chrift riding on an
afs; for, not to mention that this animal in eaftern countries is of a
larger fize and more graceful appearance than among us, fome of the
moft eminent perfons, patriarchs, judges, and kings, made ufe of
affes: and, probably, with a reference to that primitive fimplicity,
he chofe this method of going in folemn and triumphant proceffion

Jerufalem,  Gen. xxii, 3, Exod. iv. 20, Judg. Ve 10, x. 4o

s XVi. 24 xix. 26, Bithop Chandles’s Defencs of Chriftianity.
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nifold is the wifdom of God, who raifed up holy men,
and inftruted them to declare very exaétly, fome
hundred years before, many of the things which the
Redeemer fhould both do and fay! No event can
take place, which he did not forefee, and which, in
this fenfe, did not form a part of his original plan.

Do we join in thefe acclamations of the Jews, and
welcome the King of Ifrael with our Hofannas? Do
we, with ardent and devout affeCtions, exult in the
bleflings of his government, which brings peace to
man and glory to God? And do we moft earneftly
pray for an extenfive enlargement of his dominion,"
-even to the ends of the earth! Such zeal as this may
be termed madnefs and enthufiafm; and accordingly,
there are few, who dare to exprefs any real fervour
in the caufe of Chrift, left'they fhould expofe them-
felves to fcorn and derifion. But the day of his com-
plete triumph is coming, of which his proceflion to
Jerufalem was a faint emblem. He fhall be revealed
in all the fplendour of his divine majefty; and the
honours of his kingdom fhall be univerfally acknow-
ledged. Saints and Angels fhall join, with inexpref-
fible love and tranfport, in everlafting acclamations
to the Son of David. Would you bear a part in the
joyful exultations of that day, and celebrate the high
praifes of your Redeemer? Yoiur muft begin your fong
on earth, confefs his glory, and -pray that the pur-
pofes of his fpiritual government may be fully effected
within yourfelves. .

This profound veneration, paid to ¥efus, thefe rap-
turous fhouts of applaufe, were offenfive to the Pha-
rifees. They cried out in a rage, «“ We prevail no- .
thing ; Behold, the world is'gone after him.”> They
called upon him to reprehend his difciples for their
officious and intemperate zeal. But he defended their
conduct, maintaining that the honour due to his .ex-
alted chara@er muft be proclaimed, even though 7
miracle fhould be requifite to accomplith that en

: a
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terms of mercy, may appear againft us as our adver-
fary, in the thunders of his wrath, This, then, is
¢« the time of our vifttation;’” for the Saviour hima
felf waits upon us in the miniftry of his word. Are
we aware of the important confequences of the pre-
fent moment? If falvation be-defpifed, it will be the
ground of our heavieft condemnation: and we our-
felves may perith with a more terrible deftruflion,
than even the finners of Jerufalem. .
The entrance of Jefus, with fo fingular a procef~
fion, threw the whole city into commotion, and ex-
cited a general enquiry about this extraordinary Per-
fonage. Very foon he difplayed the glory of his cha-
racter by different proofs. He went immediately to
the temple, and began, as with divine authority, to
correét the abufes, and punifh the profanations, which
prevailed there. Now again, as he had done before,
he drove out the traders with indignation, and vin-
dicated the honour of that holy place, which God had
chofen to himfelf for ¢« the houfe of prayer.”” By
frefh miracles, alfo, in healing the blind and the Jame,
he gave the ftrongeft evidence, that he had a full right
to that power which he exercifed. .
Were not all, then, at length convinced, and per-
fuaded to receive him ! The very children took up-
the fong, while they cried, as if by a fupernatural im-
pulfe, ¢ Hofanna to the Son of David:>> and thus
their infant tongues, in celebrating the praifes of the
Redeemer, were witnefles againft the rulers of the
people.  The chief priefts, who ought to have been
his moit zealous advocates, exprefled very warm dif-
pleafure at thefe procecdings. But Jefus vindicated
the acclamations of the children, and fhewed from the
feriptures, that it was God’s determination to get
himfelf glory, as be did in that inftance, ¢ out of the
mouth-of babes and fucklings *.”” How fhould this

* Pfal, viil, 24
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ourfelves unfeignedly to his difpofal! Thus may we
be redeemed to God, and eftablithed ¢ unblamable
in holine(s”” through Jefus Chrift! Amen,
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SECT. 32

-

Fefus infirulted certain enquiring Greeks—warned the
unbelieving Fews—curfed a barren fig-tree—con-
founded thofe,who queflioned bis authority—admonifbed
them by the parable of the two fons, and by that of the
vineyard, let to unfaithful hufbandmen. i

A GENERAL commotion was excited in Jerufalem
Dby our Lord’s fingular entrance into it, by the loud
hofannas fung before him, and by the miracles, which
he there publicly performed. Many perfons of dif-
ferent difpofitions came about him: fome fincere en-
quirers fought his inftru&ions ; but a more numerous
company oppofed him with extreme malignity. He
varied the manner of his addrefs, according to the
«cafes and chara&ters of the people; and yet in ever
inftance he preferved the fame * meeknefs of wiz
dom.” May his followers, and efpecially his mini-
fters, learn f}rlom him to be “ gentle unto all men,”
as well as to be ready always to declare *¢ the hope
that is in them !”

As the celebration of the paflover approached, a
Jarge concourfe of thofe, who profefled to worfhip the
God of Ifrael, was then affembled at Jerufalem, from
all parts of Judea. Among the reft were certain
pious Greeks, probably of Gentile extra&ionkw{:q

<!
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" fincere enquirers, and guidethem into the way of peace. -
But, though the purpofe of his appearance on the
earth was to propofe falvation, rather than pronounce
judgment, he obferved that unbelievers fhall not

- efcape, but fhall be condemned in the laft day by that
very word, which they now contemptuoufly rejet.
How righteous the fentence, fince they defpife and
oppslz the will of God, fo clearly manifefted to them

" by his Son!

Arnd as Jefus did, fo fhould his minifters alfo,
warn finners of their danger. Wil you, then, re-
ceive the record, which he hath given? He demands
your attention, not only as-the me(lenger, but the re-
prefentative, and the very image of the invifible God.

* Can you difprove the credentials, which he has exhi-

bited? Or why fhould you refift him, who comes to

refcue our fallen race from perifhing, and who brings
light, life, and peace to all that believe? Do you not
fear the awful doom, which awaits his enemies ? The

" Lord God will vindicate thehonour of his Gofpel; and,

at the final confummation, you muft account to him

" for your prefent neglet and contempt of it. Ah!

how many will wifh, that they had lived and died in

Pagan darknefs, fince the word of falvation, which

is fent unto them, will witnefs againft them, and,

as it aggravates their guilt, increafe their mifery for
ever! ‘
] It is probable, that Jefus was obliged
Plg’:d‘y k. to hide himfelf from the malicious ar-
3 n week. .
tempts of his opponents, and that each
evening he retired from Jerufalem to Bethany for
his own comfort as well as fafety *, Very early in
the morning, probably the fecond day of the week,
he returned with ardent zeal to the city, from which
he had fled the night before. Having fet out without
taking any food, he felt the call of hunger by the

# Mat. xxi¢ 17==19. Magk xi, 1319,
Y 2 W



He therefore interrogated them en what foundation the
miniftry of John the Baptift refted: for, fince John
had borne the moft decifive teftimony for him, as he
himfelf had for John, they both ftood on the fame
ground. This involved them in a difficulty. They
could not allow -the prophetical chara&er of John,
without allowing that of Jefus alfo; and they dared
not deny it, through fear of the people, who held the
name of the Paptift in the higheft veneration, They
were, therefore, obliged to confefs. their ignorance,
and tn relinanifh their malevolent examination. How

that wifdom, which could at once per-

fubtle adverfaries, and defeat all their

ny, alfo, among ourfelves, like thofe
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ancient cavillers, demand, by what proofs.the autho-
rity of Jefus is .afcertained? ‘We are not afraid of
bringing the .matter to a fair trial .before: impartial .
judges: for the truth cannot fuffer by a ferious dif-
quifition. But take heed, with what temper and mo-
tive you weigh the evidences. of the Gofpel. They
are ftrong enough to convince thofe, who are not
biaffed by pride or prejudice. But, if you enter upon
the {ubje¢t with an unhumbled captious difpofition,
probabi)y difficulties .will occur, which will prevent
your attaining any fatisfalion: and it is a righteous
thing with God to permit it. Many, who affect:to
call themfelves freethinkers, take up the Bible, with
no defire to regulate their faith or praltice by it,
but with a previous determination to raife objecs
tions. Are fuch perfons, who are evidently blinded
by their paffions, coempetent to decide? Or is it
likely, that, while they refolve not to be perfuaded,
Jefus will vouchfafe to guide them by-the light of his
Spirit?

pBut, though our Lord feemed to evade the enquiries
of his enemies, he warned them very faithfully, by
reprefenting to them, in a ftriking manner, the bafe-
nefs of their charalter, and the awful d:ftru&ion
awaiting them.

1. He defcribed the different condu& of two fons,
who were both directed by their Father to work in
his vineyard.” The firft, with great infolence, re-
fufed to obey, but afterwards, athamed of his per-
verfenefs, fubmitted, and fulfilled the injunction.
The fecond, with fair profeflions of regard, and an
exprefs promife of compliance, continued to negle&®
the command. Jefus then appealed to his auditors
upon the cafe he.-had propofed; and, while they were
obliged to confefs that he, who for a time avowed an
oppofition to his parent’s will, had yet performed a
more dutiful part than the other, they condemned
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appear fuitable to your cafe, as it is addrefled to them,
¢« who are ready to perith,” and offers.a full and gra-
tuitous pardon to the moft guilty.

2. He defcribed the bafe com{u& and certain con-
demnation of the Jews, in a parabolical reprefenta- .
tion of wicked hufbandmen, who were intrufted with
the care of a vineyard. 'The owner fent his fervants
to them to demand the produce of his land; but the
meflengers were treated by them with extreme vio-
lence, beaten, ftoned, and killed. At laft, as the
grand expedient for recovering them to their duty,
his only and beloved Son was difpatched to them;
but, though he had a peculiar claim to be received
with veneration, they unanimoufly determined to put
him to death,

Jefus then appealed to his captious hearers; and,
while they allowed that thefe unfaithful hufbandmen
- .fhould be deprived of that truft, which they had abuf-

-ed, and be deftroyed for their iniquity,.they pafled

. fentence upon themfelves. Jefus.alfo confirmed: the

. fentence, declaring, that the kingdom of God, or the

. difpenfation of his mercy, fhauld be withdrawnfrem
them, and committed to another people. He further
obferved, that a remarkable . prophecy. was.ghen ful-
filled, fince the. very ftone, which the builders pefufed,
was appointed the head-ftone of the coraer, yas the
main fupport of the whole building *. And.he fo-
lemnly warned them, that, by taking offence at him
or his dotrine, they expofed themfelves to the heavieft:
calamities in this life, and that finally, when his whole
vengeance fhould fall upon them, they.would perith
with tremendous and irreparable ruin.

The Jewith rulers perceived, that the parable, which
he had delivered, was direCted againft them; and yet
the awful-admonition did net affect them, as it ought.
They hardened their hearts the more, and again they™

#* Pfal, cxviil. 220 :
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