
1005 ^€ml-€^tnltiutmi M^sttt 1315

o^itstf It's

:m

Mustered out at Louisville, Ky., July 22, 1865

Ottawa, Illinois, July 22ncl, 1915.

53rd Reg. 111. Vet. Vol. Infantry

Ford's Cavalry Co.

Cogswell's Battery Artillery

Col. Wm. H. W. Cushman, First Commander. Resigned Sept. 3, 1862

Died, Ottawa, 111., Oct. 29. 1878
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Cushman's Brigade was organized at Ottwa, 111., in the winter of 1861-'62

—

camping in the old Fair Grounds west of the city, and was composed of

Ten Companies of Infantry—the 53rd
111. Vol. Capt. Wm. Fords Co. of

Cavalry and Capt. Wm. Cogswell's
Battery of Artillery.

Original Field and Staff Officeis

Wm. H. W. Cushman, Col.

Daniel F. Hitt,

Theo. C. Gibson,

Seth W. Hardin,

Philo Lindley,

Wm. W. Welsh,

James O. Harris,

Lieut. Col.

Major.

Adjutant

Quartermaster.

Surgeon.

1st Asst. Surgeon.

Festus P. Cleveland, Chaplain.

All have answered last Roll Call.

v^ fe^ «s55 «!^

Col. Daniel Fletcher Hitt
Second Commander. Resigned January

2, 1863. Died, Ottawa, May 11, 1899.
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It would be interesting to have a full history

posing the original Cushman's Brigade, but it is

present. Suffice it to say that as true soldiers e:o

did its duty wherever it was placed

by those in authority—and won for

themselves honors of which every man
may be proud. The 53rd is enrolled

as one of the fighting 300 Regiments
of the Civil War. Fords Cavalry was
chosen as bodyguard to Gen. H. W.
Halleck. Afterwards transferred to

the 15th 111. Cavalry, where it did

splendid service. Cogswell's Battery
answered all calls and never knew
defeat.

of all the
:oo large

h arm of

commanc
a task

Col. John W. McClanahan
Fourth Commander. Resigned Tune 21.

1865. Died May 21, 1901.



JUST A FOREWORD. Twelve years ago our Reunion was held at

Kankakee, 111., with but six Con:rades present—our secretary. Com-
rade Chas. Yockey, had passed away since the last meeting. Comrade
Brucks moved the election of J. T. Moss to the vacant Secre-
taryship. Although we had less than one hundred names of our Com-

rades on our list, we determined to find as many more ot tlicm as we could,
and by earnest, persistent work we got more than five hundred on our
roll, as handed you herewith. Wt believe that there is at least fifty living yet

whose names we do not have. Read the names, and if you know a single Com-
rade who is not recorded, please report it to the Secretary at once.

You will find quite a number with a star (*) after the name. These
Comrades have not responded to any communications in the last four years
or more.

All who have died since 1903 have been recorded—and when the word
widow, son or daughter follows the name, you can write them at the same old

address.
Beside the roll of survivors we have on our list the names of

Mrs. Rector C. Hitt, daughter of Col. Cushman.
Miss Ella Hitt, daughter of Col. Hitt.

Miss Fanny M. Earl, daughter of Col. Earl.

Mrs. Philo Hard, daughter of Col. Earl. Died Feb. 17, 1915.

Known as daughters of the Brigade.
We have a Ladies 'Auxiliary composed of the wives of Comrades and the

women of their families. All connected with your family are eligible to mem-
bership.



It has been the aim and tlic desire of your officers to keep in touch with
ever}' Comrade of Cushman's Brigade, to keep alive the comradeship and to

make stronger, if possible, the ties formed in the furnace of war Fifty years
ago, and to have as manj' of you as possible come together each year to

clasp hands, look into each other's eyes and to thank God for his goodness
to us, the greatest of all Nations, the home of Freemen, we hope you have
enjoyed as we have the love feasts year by year, and that you will come as
long as you can get to them.

Narrative—More than Fifty-four Years ago, some good Americans of the South,
who thought that their rights were imperiled, made the great mistake of taking
up arms and plunging our land into the Horrors of Civil War. Patriots every-
where sprang to the defense of our Flag, and for four terrible years, from
the Ocean to the Father of Waters and beyond, through all the Southland and
even into the Northland, fierce battle v/as raged, by day and by night the rich,

red blood of our young men—even of our boys^moistened the hilltops, the
mountain heights and the green valleys, while the damps and the dews of the
swamps and the wildwood caught away their thousands as the slow years
passed. Mothers, wives, sisters and sweethearts toiled, sufifered, and prayed
at home while their loved ones marched and fought and died, until Peace
came. Then forgetting our differences, foe clasped hands with foe, enemies
no longer, but AMERICANS a'l—we n-ent back to civil life—one people, one
land, one Flag—"THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER"—Emblem of Freedom
tlie world over.

You of Cushman's Brigade were a part of that Grand Army. Where the

fighting was fiercest, where the marches were longest, where the privations

were severest, over the hills and down into the lowlands of the sunny, beau-



tiful South, you were in the forefront, for thousands of weary miles you fol-

lowed the banner of liberty until the day when Gen. Grant said: "Let us have
Peace."

Today we meet to celebrate, THAT PEACE which for FIFTY YEARS
has spread its wings above us and blessed us as no other nation has been
blessed.

We rr.ay justly and modestly take pride in the fact that we in our young
manhood had a part in making this the greatest, the freest, the best Nation this

world has ever known.
The Fifty-third Regiment of Illinois volunteers was organized by Col.

Cushman at Ottawa, 111., in the winter of '61 and '62, and was mustered out at

Louisville, Ky., July 22, 1865. From first to last it had five commanders, four
of whose portraits we give you; unable to get a picture of the fifth Commander.
We can only record that he. Col. Robt. H. McFadden, came to us with the

consolidation of the gallant 41st Regt. 111. Vol. He was mustered out July 22,

1865. Died Jan. 31, 1914.

Fords Cavalry was organized with the 53rd Regt., became escort to Maj.-
Gen. Halleck—was transferred to 15th 111. Cavalry, Co. L., later consolidated
with the 10th 111. Cavalry, and some of its members were not freed from
service until Jan. 6, 1866, having seen almost five years of service. Capt. Ford
was killed by his runaway team at Los Angeles, Calif., in 1887.

Cogwell's Battery, also organized with the 53rd Regt., and served through-
out the war; its final discharge was at Springfield, 111., August 14, 1865. Capt.
Cogswell died at Ottawa Nov. 27, 1893.

We rejoice that our lives have been spared so long to enjoy the blessings

J. L. Barber, President. Geo. C. Nettleton, Chaplain.
E. H. Stumph, First Vice-President. J. T. Moss, Secretarv.

Ottawa, 111., July 22, 1915.



FIFTY YEARS AGO

Comrades, Comrades, fifty years ago,
Standing strong and steady to meet their country's foe,
Shoulders firm and heads held high and eyes with love aglow;
Love for Flag and Country inspiring them to go.

Comrades, Comrades marching side by side
Where the din of battle reached its highest tide.

Elbow touching elbow they close the gaps to hide.
When Comrades fall between them to march no n.ore beride.

Comrades, Comrades ever, whether on the field,

Or in camp or prison, forced their lives to yield.

Or with you returning; bringing home the Flag
That led them on to vict'ry, now a tattered rag.

Comrades, Comrades, with faltering steps and slow;
Eyes grown dim and gray heads that 3'ears are bending low,
At this jubilee meeting, feeling still the glow.
Of love for Flag and Country, strong as fifty years ago.

Dedicated to survivors of Cushman's Brigade, by Mrs. Annie E. Bassett,
widow of Capt. Mark M. Bassett of Co. E., 53rd.

Cntawa, October, 1911.



Name.



Boner, V.



Batton, James*



Crawford, Capt. Frank J.



Fiedler, Geo.



Griffin, John A.*



Hartman, M. S.



Herbert, Patrick



Kinsloe, Capt. A. S.



Loughry, Alvin



Moffitt, J. VV.



McCormick, Thos.*



Oakford, Wni. M.



Pool, J. N.



Reed, Frank*



Streeter, W. F.*



Tucker, Daniel
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Woodbury, O. A.






