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A SERMON.

ACTS xxviii. 31.

Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching thofe

things 'which concern the Lord Jefus Cbrift^ 'jjlih all

confidence?

rjn
1 HE apoftle Paul was diftinguifhed from

the other apoilles of our Lord Jefus Chrift, by the

ardor of his zeal, by the abundance of his labors in

the fervice of his great mailer, and by the cruel

perfecutions he met with from the enemies of the

Chriftian caufe. Imprefled with a lively fenfe of

gratitude to God, for interpofmg, in a miraculous

manner, to bring him to a knowledge of Jefus Chrift

and of the way of falvation through him, he devot-

ed his life to the propagation of that glorious fyflem.
To an object fo momentous he facrificed all that the

world calls dear, his eafe, his intereft, his reputa-

tion, and in the end life itfell. This iliuflrious child

of wifdom triumphed in the midft of perfecution ;

he gloried that he was accounted worthy to iuffer

for the caufe of Chrift ;
and defircd to fpend and

be fpent in diflemmating that religion which is in fad;,

and which he firmly believed to be c; the pov, cr of

God to falvation to every one that believeth."

DEEPLY imprefTed himfelf with a fenfe of the ex-

cellency of the knowledge oi Chrift Jefus, he wiih-

ed to be made instrumental of communicating this

kno\vledge to others -

y
and therefore, he improved
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every opportunity afforded him " to teftify the gof-

pel of the grace of God.'
: Undaunted by the fear

of perfecution, unmoved by the threatenings of his

enemies, undifmayed by the profpedl of bonds and

imprifonment, which he knew awaited him, he ftill

perfevered in preaching a crucified Saviour to Jews
and Gentiles.

HAVING, in the difcharge of a commiffion en=

trufted to him by his great matter, incurred the re-

fentment of the Jewifh rulers and people, they would
have barbarouily murdered him, had he not been

protected by the Roman troops then ftationed at Je-
rufalem. Being permitted to fpeak in his own de-

fence, he delivered an eloquent apology for himfelf,

ftating what had been the manner of his life, and

giving a hiftory of his miraculous converfion to the

Chrirtian faith, with an account of his fubfequent
conduct. The Jews flill perfifling in their enmity,
exhibited a number of charges againft him before

the Roman governor and infifted upon his condem-
nation. In confequence of this, the apoftle, think-

ing it his duty to ufe all lawful means to preferve his

life, claimed thofe privileges to which he was enti-

tled as a Roman citizen, and appealed from the tri-

bunal of the Roman governor in Judea, to the judg-
ment of Caefar. He was accordingly fent as a pri-

foner to Rome. Having arrived in that city, divine

Providence fo ordered it, that inftead of being caft

into a prifon he was permitted to refide in his own
hired houfe guarded by a fingle foldier. Here Paul
" received all thofe who came unto him

; preaching
the kingdom of God, and teaching thofe things
which concern the Lord Jefus Chrifl, with all confi-

dence.''

FR.OM the hiftory of this apoflle, contained in the

book of Acts, and from his epiflles, which form

fo important a part of the canon of the new tefta-

ment, we learn that our text contains, in few words,
the great fubjects which St. Paul thought it his duty>
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iiS a miniftcr of Chrifl, to inculcate on thoie to

whom he was lent to preach the gofpel. He uni-

formly preached the kingdom of God, and //; things

concerning Jefus Chrljl. And this he every where

did with great confidence ; boldly declaring
the

whole counfel of God, that the blood of thole fouls

to whom he difpenfcd the overkilling gofpel might
not be required at his hands.

As God is immutable, without any variablenefs cr

fhadow of turning, the truths of his holy word will

forever remain the fame
;
and it will ever be the

duty of Chriftian minifters to preach the fame fyftem
of doctrines and precepts which was taught by the

great apoftle of the Gentiles
;
and in imitation oi

him to preach them
" with all confidence.

53 There

is but one gofpel, but one way of falvation ;
and

tho an angel from heaven were to preach another

gofpel than that preached by Paul, a folemn curie is

denounced againit him. How important then that

the minifters of Chrift preach the truth ! How im-

portant that they take for their pattern thoie primi-
tive teachers who were immediately infpired by the

Father of lights and commillioned by him to pro-
claim to mankind the only way of falvation ! How
important that " we preach not ourfelves but Chrift

Jefus the Lord !"

THE attention of this numerous and refpecbable
audience is requefted, while I recommend to my
Reverend Fathers and Brethren, and particularly to

my young Brother, who is this day to be folemnly
conlecrated to the work of the gofpel miniftry, the

-example of the apoftle Paul, as mentioned in the

words of our text.

THE pailage contains three leading ideas which I

lhall endeavor to illuftrate and apply to the prefent
occafion.

I. IT is the duty of Chriftian minifters to "
preach

the kingdom of God,"
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II. IT is their duty to ci teach thofe things which

concern the Lord Jeius Chrift.'
3

III. IT is their duty to do this
" with all confi-

dence.'
3

I. IN the nril place, It is the duty of Chriftian

minifters to "
preach the kingdom of God.'

3

" THE kingdom of God,
53

or " the kingdom of

heaven," is a phrafe which frequently occurs in the

holy fcriptures, and it is ufed in different fenfes.

Sometimes it denotes God's univerfal kingdom, or

that dominion which he exercifes over all the works
of his hands as that expreffion of the Pfalmift,
"
They fhall fpeak of the glory of thy kingdom and

talk of thy power ;
to make known to the fons of

men hh mighty acts, and the glorious majeily of his

kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everiailing kingdom,
and thy dominion endureth throughout all genera-
tions.'

3

By the kingdom of God is fometimes meant

a principle of true religion feated in the heart
; as,

6i The kingdom of God is not in word but in pow-
er." " The kingdom of God is not meat and

drink, but righteoufnefs and peace and joy in the

holy ghofl.
53 " The kingdom of God is within

you." Sometimes the phrafe denotes the Chriftian

clifpenfation, in diftinction from the Jewifh as

where John the Baptift fays
"
Repent for the king-

dom of heaven is at hand.'
3 And fometimes,

" the

kingdom of God," means that (late of glory and

bleiTednefs into which the righteous will be admitted

in a future (late of exiflence
;

as in our Saviour's

difconrfe with Nicodemus,
"
Except a man be born

again he cannot fee the kingdom of God.'

As underflood in all thefe fenfes, the kingdom of

God is to be preached. Under this general idea are

comprifed many particulars, fome of which will be

briefly mentioned.
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A TRUE knowledge of God is the foundation of all

religious truth. If on this fubject the ideas of .

are ellentially wrong, their whole I
1 {Km of doc:

will be erroneous. Faithful minifies \ull, \

fore, endeavor often to delineate the true cl

and perfections of the ever blefled God, as thef. ;

difcovered in the works of creation, in the dii-

penfations of providence, and particularly in that

revelation which God hath made of himfelf
;

to-

gether with the mode of the divine exiftence in .t

trinity of perfons, fo far as this myfterious iub

opened to the comprehenfion of men in the
h<-ly

fcriptures. They will defcribe the feveral relation.;

v.hich man Hands in to God, as his creator, pic-

ferver and judge, with the various duties refulting
from thofe relations. They will inculcate the doc-

trine of God's univeria! and particular providence,
in fulfilment of his eternal decrees, foreordaining
whatfoever conies to pals ;

and that the divine being
will over-rule all things to the advancement of hiso
own glory ,,

and the greateft good of his intelligent uni-

verfe. They will defcribe that holy, juft and good
law, which is a tranfcript of the moral perfections of

its divine author, and which all rational beings arc

under infinite obligations always to obey ; with the

perfectly reafonable penalty annexed to the violation

of this law
;
and the certainty of this penalty's being

inflicted on finally impenitent tranfgrefibrs.
This vill

lead them often to fpeak of the general refurrettion.cr

the day of judgment and that future itate of retribu-

tion which is to fucceed. They will delineate the

character of the true fubjects of God's fpiritual ki;

c-oni in this world, and the glories of the hea\x

kingdom, fo for as they arc unveiled in the facred

lume. They will consequently be often led to

fcribe true religion as confiding in holy love, iu-

:inc love to God, and uriiverfal benevolence to

man
;

acted out in a life of unifcrrn obedience to

the divine precepts.

B
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IN a word, preaching the kingdom of God de-

notes preaching that fyflem of religion which God
hath revealed. The bible is the great flandard of

truth and duty. From that fource are to be derived

our articles of faith and rules of practice. To the

law and to the teftirnony mufl we ever appeal for the

truth of our religious fentiments
;
and not to the

dictates of reafon corrupted by pamon and biaffed by

prejudice.

THOSE therefore who inflrut their hearers only in

what is called the religion of nature, and in the
fyf-

tems of morality taught by uninfpired men ; who

omit, or but flightly and fuperficially difcufs the pe-
culiar truths of divine revelation, and who do not

enjoin thofe graces of the heart and thofe moral vir-

tues which diflinguifh the Chriflian religion from all

others, do not imitate the apoflle Paul, and are not

faithful ftewards of the myfleries of the kingdom of

God.

BUT referving to the next general head of dif-

courfe feveral particulars which it might feem proper
to introduce under this head, I pafs on to obferve,

II. IT is the duty of Chriftianminifters to " teach

thofe things which concern the Lord Jefus Chrifl."

To preach Chrifl is to have a general reference to

him in all religious fubjecls ;
in conformity with the

fcope of divine revelation, and with the preaching of

the primitive apoftles. The work of redemption is

the moil glorious of all God's works
;
indeed the

others are but appendages of this. The true cha-

racter of God is feen only as it mines in the face

of Jefus Chrifl:
;
and thofe truths and doclrines

which have been already mentioned cannot be rightly
understood and explained without reference to Chrifl.
" We preach Chrifl crucified," fays St. Paul,

" to

the Jews a {tumbling block, and to the Greeks fool-

ilhnefs
; but to them that are called, both Jews and
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Greeks, Chrift the power of God and the wifdom
God. I determined not to know any thing among
you Hive Jeius Chrift and him crucified.

9!

In Chr.

as a central point, all the lines of evangelical truth

meet and are united. Suffer me, to afk your atten-

tion to a quotation from an elegant writer on t

fubjedt.

"
JESUS Chrift, far fuperior to all human

cc

it

(C

" was known and celebrated long before he came
" into the world. His magnificence is of all ao^es.o o" The foundations of his religion were laid with
i thofe of the world

;
and tho he did not appear

on earth till four thoufand years after the creation,

yet his hiftory begins with that of the world. He
was firft preached in Paradife

;
the fubject was

" continued down to Mofes
; and revealed ftill more

ic

frequently and more clearly during the reign of
" the law and the prophets. For four thoufand
"

years Jefus Chrift was the object of the promifes of
"

heaven, and the defires of the earth ;
he was ty-

c:

pified by righteous men and by the worfhip of the
" law

;
he was proclaimed by a long train of pro-

phets, and his way prepared by the whole chain

of political events.

cc

vi

"
JESUS, /above all, Jefus crucified, throws the

"
brighteft light upon the old teftament. Without

" him what can we comprehend in the multitude of
" ceremonies and facrifices of the lav/ ? What ima-
"

ges without him do the lives of the patriarchs offer ?

" What can we find in the prophecies but impene-
"

trable enigmas ? The hw would be? .1 !><>

" and Judaifm. a confufed heap of precepts and cere-
"

monies, piled up without meaning. On the c
c:

trary, how beautiful is the hiftory of the people of
" God and all their worfhip when the crofs is the
"
key ! What order ! What defign ! What

"
plan ! What an admirable economy ! It is one

cc
whole, the different parts of which relate to the

" fame end. It is an edifice which God himfelf
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founded, and infenfibly raifed, with a defign of

placing upon the top the crofs of his Son. It is a

long allegory which divine wifdom contrived and
conducted during many ages, and of which, at

length, the crofs has given the truefenfe.'
3

So full are the holy fcriptures of Jefus Chrift, and
fo important is it that his minifters have an ultimate

reference to him in all their difcourfes. Having
made thcfc general remarks refpeccing preaching
Chrift, I proceed to mention feveral particulars con-

cerning him which faithful minifters of the gofpel
will inculcate.

THEY will infifl upon the original dignity and

glory of his nature, as one with the Father in every
adorable attribute of divinity ;

as the fecond perfon
in the holy trinity ;

and as mediator uniting in him-

felf the divine and human natures, being God and

man in two diftincl natures and one perfon. They
will mention the various circumftances of his incar-

nation, his birth, life, fufferings, death, refurreclion

and afcenfion
; together with the offices which as me-

diator he fuftained. And they will explain all thois

doctrines which relate to the way of falvation through
him.

WERE I at this time to go into a particular detail

of all the Chriftian doctrines, and attempt to illuf-

trate and prove them, I fhould far exceed the pro-

per limits of a fingie difcourfe, I fhall therefore only
mention a few leading fundamental doctrines.

i. IN the firft place, the univerfal and total de-

pravity of mankind. The whole fyftem of Chrif-

tianity is evidently grounded on this idea, that man-
kind are in a fallen, degraded, depraved Hate ;

to

recover an elect number of whom from which was
the defign of the million of Chrift. The more

deeply we feel our depravity, the greater fenfe we
have of our exceeding linfulnefs, and the conk-
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quent milery to wliich we are cxpofed, the higher
will our ideas rile of the importance and worth of

the Chriflian falvation. While thcie who do not

believe mankind to be totally depraved, can never

thoroughly underfland nor duly appreciate the way
>f redemption through Chrift. tc In fuch as have
" never felt their iins as any incumbrance, it would
" be mere affectation to pretend to very exalted con-
"

ceptions of the value and acceptablenefs of the
"

proffered deliverance.'
3

2. ANOTHER efTential doctrine of the gofpel,which
faithful minifters will preach, is, that Chrift by his

fufferings and death expiated the fins of the world ;

that he fuffered and died net as a martyr to the

truth, but to make a vicarious atonement for fin
;

and that this atonement confiftcd not in obedience

to the divine law but in differing its penalty in the

dinner's flead.

IN the death of Ghrift there was an infinite value

and merit. It afforded a difpla\ <!" the moral per-
fections of God, and difcovered the evil nature and

confequences of fin more flrikingly than if the

whole human race had been kit to iufFer the pen-

alty of God's righteous law. This is the uniform

language of the new teflament, in which tlie doc-

trine of the crofs is reprefented as the grand pecu-

liarity of Chriftianity. This doctrine is defcribecl as

being not merely an important branch of the gof-
pel but the gofpel itlelf

;
and it is rcprefented as fo

effential that the final falvation of the Corinthians

was declared by the apoftle to be fufpended upon
their adherence to it.

THOSE who deny or explain away the doctrine of

human depravity, and thole who, from inattention

to the fubject, or from not examining themfclvcs,
have faint ideas of their fmful and miferable condi-

tion, fee no neceility of fuch an atonement, and

therefore do not really believe the doctrine as ex-
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plained in the holy fcriptures. The confequence is,

their whole fyflem of fentiments as regards falvation

by Chriflis erroneous. To counteract fuch errors

and inculcate the truth, the idea that Jefus Chrift,

by his death and fufterings, purchafed falvation for

finners, and that falvation is in no other way to be

obtained, ihould be often held up to view.

3. AGAIN, the neceflity of divine influences to

renew and fan&ify the heart, is another eflential doc-

trine of the gofpel. ^This necefiity arifes from the

depravity of the human heart, which is fo great that

if left to himfelf man never would become holy.
A great variety of expressions are ufed in the fcrip-

. s on this fubj.cl:
and the idea inculcated by

them is, that a moral change muft take place in man
to fit him for the happinefs purchafed by the death

of Chrift ; and that this change is effected not by
any power in man, but by the operation of the ho-

ly fpirit of God
; who,, in this refpedt, acts as a

fovereign, having mercy on whom he will have

mercy.

CHRIST, by his death, has expiated fin
;
he has

fatisfied the law of God, and made it confiftent

with the honor of the divine government to pardon
the (inner. But notwithstanding this, no one of

the human race could be happy were not God, in

his fovereign mercy, to change the heart, and thus

fit the fmner to receive a pardon and to enjoy hap-

pinefs, which can refult only from the exercife of a

holy temper.

THE different parts of -tRe" gofpel fcheme harmon-

ize with each other. Chnftianity views man as a

fmful and as a guilty being? As fmful it holds forth

the idea of divine influences to renew him and make
him holy ; as guilty it directs him to a Saviour who
has died for him, and fuffered the penalty of fin on
his account. Thus is the gofpel, what the word it-

felf imports, a meffage of glad tidings.
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THE doctrines which have been mentioned as fun-

damental and cfll-iuial to the ChriiHan ichemc, m^y
be conlidered as comprifmg 4he whole iyftem. Li

dilciiflmg thefe points, faithful minifters \\illbr:

up to view the various ideas neceflarily connected

with them. They will defcribe the nature of fin

and wherein the depravity of the heart confiits.

They will often fpeak of the various bleflings pur-
chafed by Chrift, and particularly defcribe that faith

by which believers are united to Chrifl, and made
to participate of the bleflings purchafed by him, and
that repentance towards God which is laid to be un-

to life. They will dwell much upon experimental

religion, defcribing the progrefs of the divine opera-
tion in awakening, convincing and converting the

fmner, and carrying on a progremve work of fanc-

tification in thofe who are ordained to eternal life.

This will lead them frequently to explain and incul-

cate the various graces of the Chriftian life
;

to hold

up to view the character and privileges of believers,

and thus to lead them to felf examination, that they

may not deceive themfelves with a falfe hope.

THEY will alfo exhort their hearers to the prac-
tice of every moral virtue

;
and enforce the idea t.

the law of God, tho no longer a covenant ofwo ;

is ftill binding as a rule of life
;
and that any pre-

tenfions to faith without fmcere repentance for fin,

real holinefs in the heart, and an external conformity
to the moral precepts of the fcriptures, arc IV.

cious.

TIME will not permit me to go ir. .er de-

tail of the doctrines and precepts of our holy rel

I have endeavored briefly to hold up to
;yf-

tem of truths which appears to me to be contain -^i

in the word of God, and which therefore I thin--,

the duty of Chrillian minifters to explain and incul-

cate. I may have omitted fome things which many
of my hearers may deem cflential and important
truths

; and I may have noticed others which may
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be thought lefs important. All religious truth mud
be examined by the word of God. What will not

bear that ted mufh be given up. To the volume of

divine revelation let a candid appeal be made.

ON the general fubject of preaching Chrift, I

would further obferve, that faithful minifters will

make the advancement of his kingdom and the falva-

tion ofmen the great aim of their preaching.
" We

preach not ourfelves," fays ourapoftle, "but Chrift

Jefus the Lord, and ourfelves your fervants for his

fake.
5 '

All felfifh, private confederations mud be

facrificed, to the promotion of that glorious caufc

for which the bleffed redeemer quitted the bofom of

his father, fuffered, bled and died. The minifters of

Chrift rnuft not feek their own glory, but the glory
of him who fent them. " The glory of God, and
" the falvation of man are the great and good ends
" of the paftoral office ; and he who lofeth fight of

thefe, may acquire the reputation of a learned, an

ingenious, or an eloquent orator, but cannot be

(tiled a preacher of Chrift."

cc

FINALLY, my brethren, to recur back to an idea

mentioned in a preceding part of this difcourfe, thofe

minifters who take the apoftle Paul for an example,
will have a continual reference to Chrift in all their

preaching. In every age thus to preach Chrift hath

been the means of convincing and converting finners,

and of building them up in holinefs and comfort

through faith unto falvation. It was the obfervation

of a judicious and pious writer on this fubject," That where a great and univerfal neglect of preach-

ing Chrift hath prevailed in a Chriftian nation, it

hath given a fatal occafion to the growth of infideli-

ty : for when people have heard the fermons of their

minifters for many years together, and find little of

Chrift in them, they have taken it into their heads

that men may be very good, and go fafe to heaven

without Chriftianity ;
and therefore though they

dwell in a hind where the gofpel is profefled, they
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imagine there is no need they (hould I/L Chrifti

To which I may add, that it is n-> J,lr

the other hand, that whei\\vr there has been :

revival of religion, it has uniformly been inti-tJi,

and carried on, through the bL-iiin;^ of Gc

preaching the peculiar doctrines of (

Thefe, and thole alone, have been, and ever \\ill

the wifdom and power of God unto

A FEW remarks will be made upon th-j third ge-
neral idea fuggefted in our text :

III. IT is the duty of Chriftian mini'tors to preach
the kingdom of God and to teach the things c

cerning the Lord Jefus Chrift,
Ci with ail confiden,

THE apoftle Paul, tho a prifoner in Rome, and
fent there on account of his preaching the truth,

boldly perfiltcd in teaching the fame fyitcrn of doc-

trines. Feeling the force of divine truth on his ov. \

mind, he refolutely determined to inculcate this upon
others, whatever might be the confequences as r.

fpected himfelf. No danger deterred him, no p^
-

fecution retrained him, no ridicule difccuruged him.

He knew he had been called to preach Chrift, and

looking to his great mafter for grace to help him, he,
" with all confidence," went on in the discharge of

his duty. Thofe who fucceed him, as difpenfers
the everlafting gofpel, mould imitate him not only
the fubject of their preaching, but in their zeal and
boldnefs in the caufe of the Redeemer. Though net

like him. expofed to open perfecution, yet ;

temptations will be thrown in their v.:;v to in.

them to fupprefs truths fo mortifying to the p.

fo thwarting to the corrupt propensities of iimiers i

are many doctrines and precepts of the .1. A-

gainft fuch temptations they mull be on their guard,
and not (him to declare the whole counlVl of Go(
whether people v.iil hear or fo: . They mult

contend eameitly for the faith once c :d to the

C
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faints, and boldly and refolutely inculcate the truthj
unawed by the feoffs of the libertine or the cavils of

the fceptic. The caufe in which they are engaged
is the caufe of God, and he that is for them is great-
er than thole that are againfl them.

IN the tfifcuiiion of points which are rather fpecu-
lative than efiential, or cf thcfe intricate and myfte-
rious fubjects which are not to be fully comprehend-
ed by the human undeiilandmg, a prudent care

ihould be taken not to give needlefs offence. That
harfhnefs ofexpreffion and fever ity of recrimination,

which tend to irritate the minds of men, and preju-
dice them againfc the truth, mould be carefully a-

voided. Our blefTed Saviour, when he firfl gave a

commiflion to the twelve difciples to preach the king-
dom of heaven, told them not only to be harmlefs as

doves, but alfo to be wife as ferpents. There is fuch

a thing as minifterial prudence, which is not at all

incompatible with a bold, manly and open avowal of

eifential truths. Thefe truths are never to be facri-

ficed to gain temporary applaufe from men who love

darknefs rather than light becaufe their deeds are

evil. Let Chrift, let the doctrines and duties of his

religion be preached
" with all confidence," at the

lame time, in that difcreet manner which fhall be

befl calculated to win men over to the belief of the

one and the practice of the other.

HAVING finifhed what I propofed by way of illuf-

tration of the text, I fhall now proceed to apply the

fubiecl.
j

i. FROM that view of fcripture truth which we
have now taken we learn the fuperior excellency of

the Chriftian religion.

WELL might St. Paul fay, he counted all things
but lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrifl

Jefus ;
and well might he declare that he was not

aftamed of the gofpel of Chrift. No other fyflem
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of religion gives fuch jufl and rational ideas o

divine character
;
no other fo truly ddcribes die cha-

racter of man, his prefent condition i-.nd '

neclion between the prefent and a futmv (I

iftence ;
no oth^r teaches on \vhat terms God (

pardon fin, nor are any intimations given of fuch a

Saviour as man needs except in that volume which,
tho defpifed by many, contains the only knov. .

which can make man wife to falvation. All the

truths of the bible are important, becaufe they relate

to the happinefs of our eternal exiftencc. If \ve

give up thefe truths \ve mall wander like blind r. \

without a guide till our feet (tumble on the dark

mountains and plunge us into endlefs and reinedilef?

woe. " Lord Jems, to whom mall we go ? Thou,

haft the words of eternal life.'
:

2. WE learn from our fubject what great obliga-
tions of gratitude we are under to the" Father of ligiv

for blefling us with the light of divine revelation.

How different is our fituation from that of a great

part of mankind, who are (till wrapped in midnight
darknefs with regard to religion ? They know not

the God who made them ; they are ip-norant of a
* > O

Saviour and of a future ftate of exiftence : While on
all thefe deeply interefting fubjefts, we have the

means of acquiring information. Let us remember
who hath made us to diiTer

;
let us be trulv graceiul

to God for his goodnefs to us, and be careful to

improve the privileges we enjoy that it may not h..

after be our condemnation that light came into

world and that we loved darknefs rather than light,

becaufe our deeds were evil.

3. THE fub'jecfc to which we have bc.:M a.tcend

ing is particularly applicable lo the folernn yet joy-
ful fervices of this ck

vi 3LC

WE have alTembled in the fancluary of the L(

for the purpofe of confecrating his young i
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the work of the gofpel miniflry, and of ordaining
him to the paftoral care of this church and fociety.

Important is the work to which he is to be feparated ;

arduous are its duties ; yet great are the encourage-
nts to the faithful difcharge of thefe duties. Deep-

ly interefling alfo are the tranfa&ions of this day to

this people. They are to have fet over them in the

Lord a fpiritual guide to preach to them the truths of

the everlafting gofpel, and admimfter to them in ho-

ly things. May he be made a favor of life unto life

to each individual, and not of death unto death to

any one.

MY DEAR
You are about to be confecrated to the work of

the evangelical miniftry, by prayer and the impofi-
tion of the hands of the prefbytery.

To this work
I trull you are alfo called of God, elfe thefe public
ceremonies will be of no avail. We can give only an

external commiffion
;
the real qualifications for the

work muft come from a power infinitely fuperior to

man. Your duty, as regards the fubjects on which

you are to preach, together with the general manner
ofyour preaching has been, tho in a very imperfecl

manner, fet before you. Permit me again to turn

your attention to it. You are to preach the religion
of the bible in distinction from the fyflems of unin-

fpired men. You are to preach Chrifl, to have a ge-
neral reference to him in the difcuffion of all religious

fubjects ;
to inculcate the peculiar doctrines and duties

of his religion ;
and to make the advancement of his

caufe your great aim. You are to proclaim the truth

with all confidence, at the fame time with prudence,
that you may be faithful to your own foul, and the

fouls committed to your care. In the difcharge of

ycur office you muft expect to meet with many tri-

als and difficulties ; remember that your fufficiency
is not of yourfelf but of God, and that he hath pro-
mifed his grace fhall be fufficient for you. Look
therefore to him

;
be a man of prayer ;

aik for wif-

dom from above
$
and as a faithful foldier of Jefus
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Chrift, feck directions fror i
;

<_>;

his orders, and exert yourll-li' boldly in his caufe.

May your days be many and profperous ; your la-

bors fucce&ful ; your impriv. nts confpicuous
and perpetual ; your ufeftrinefi nfive

; and your
reward glorious in the ki:i n of your I-\i!

where they that be wife ihall ihine as the brightik Is

of the firmament, and the)' ihut have turned many
to righteouihefs as the dais for ever and ever !

BRETHREN OF THIS CHURCH AND SOCIETY,

As it will be the duty of him who is about to be
ordained you paftor, with all confidence, to preach
to you the fyflem of divine truth revealed in the holy

fcriptures, fo it will be your duty to hear that
fyl-

tem and to receive it in the love of it. Permit me
to remind you, that the condemnation of thofe to

whom the truth is preached, who yet will not re-

ceive it, will be defervedly greater than that of thofe

who do not enjoy fuch privileges. We trufl that he
whom you have chofen to take the over-light ofyou
in the Lord, will endeavour faithfully to difpenfe to

you the gofpel of ChrifL May you long rejoice in

his light, and be profited and edified by his miniftry.
Efteem him highly in love for his work's fake

;
con-

ilantly and diligently attend upon his miniftry, with

minds open to conviction, and with hearts difpofed to

receive inftruftion. Afliil him by your prayers ;

comfort him under his trials
; give him every en-

couragement and fupport in your power, and may
you be each other's crown of joy and rcjo:. b

prefence of our Lord Jefus at his coming !

MY HEARERS,

WHAT hath been at this time delivered may k
to teach us what kind of preaching we ought modly
to value. By many, at the prefent dav, the gi\
and eflential truths of ihe golpel are too little regard-
ed. Like theAthenians of old they require fomething
new, fomething that mav rjratify an icching ear, and
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furnifh matter for a vain imagination to work upon.
Would you be made wife unto falvation ? Then cor-

dially embrace the doctrines of Chrift. Be not

merely nominal Chriflians, believing, in a vague, in-

diftinct fenfe in Chriftianity, becaufe it is the religion
of the country in which you happen to live

; but be

the real followers of a crucified Saviour. Look to

him as a prophet for inftru&ion ;
look to him as a

priefl to make atonement for you ;
look to him as a

king to rule in your hearts by his fpirit, and as enti-

tled to the fervice of your lives. And may he be

made of God to each one of us, wifdom, rightecuf-

nefs, fandification and redemption. AMENe
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BY THE REV. CYPRIAN STR
OF CHATHAM.

DEAR SIR,

YOU being now feparated to the work
of the evangelical miniflry, by PRAYI-R and the

laying on of the hands of the PRESBYTERY, and or-

dained the Paftor of the Church of Chrifl in this

place : And, being authorized to preach the ever-

lafling gofpel, to perilling men to adminifler the

ordinances of Baptifm and the Lord's Supper to

aflifh in ordaining Elders to difpenfe difcipline, and
to take the lead in the Church of Chrifl

; and, in

in a word, to perform the whole work of a gofpel
minifler :

\

WE would now charge thee, before GOD and the

Lord Jefus Chrifl before the holy Angels and this

afTembly, that thou be faithful in the difcharge of

all the duties of your facred office, as a minifler of

jefus Chrifl.

PARTICULARLY, we charge thee, to " take heed
unto thyfelf," and keep thy foul diligently." Look
well to the ftate of your foul, and fee thou to it,

that it be adorned with all the graces of the Divine

Spirit that the love of God, of Chrifl and the fouls

of men, be the governing principle of all your con-

dud:. Feel thy dependance on the grace of God ;

and give thyfelf much unto prayer. Study the fa-

cred fcriptures with great diligence and conflancv ;

and make them your directory in your private walks

and public adminiflrations, as well as the fource of

your comforts and confolations. On the one

hand, be very zealous in maintaining and fupport-

ing the important truths of the gofpel ; and, on the

other, be careful to exercife a due degree of meek-

nefs and benevolence, towards fuch as oppofe it. In

a word, be an example to the flock of Chrifl ;
and
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exhibit that zeal and benevolence which fhone fb

confpicuoufly in the conducl of our blefled Redeem-
er

;
that others may take knowledge of you, that

you have been with Jefus.

AGAIN : Neg/ecf not the gift that is in thee, which

was given thcc by prayer, with the laying on of the

hands of the prejbytery. That thy profiting may ap-

pear unto all. Take heed to thy DOCTRINE. Let

it be pure, uncorrupted and expreflive of the plain
truths which are recorded in the gofpel. Ufe great

plainnefs offpeech ; and avoid the enticing words of

man's wifdom. Preach and explain, with great

plainnefs, not only the gracious promifes which

Chrifl has made, for the comfort of his own peo-

ple ;
but enforce the awful and dreadful threatening^

which he hath denounced, for the awakening of

fmners.

IN the adminiftration of the ordinances of BAP-
TISM and the LORD'S SUPPER, fee to it, that it be

to fuch only as are the proper fubje&s. Making a

diflinftion between the holy and profane, that the

temple of God be not defiled.

IN the exercife of thy miniflerial truft, in ordain-

ing Elders over the Churches, fee to it that thou art

faithful, and exercife the greatefl wifdom and care.

Lay handsfuddenly on no man. Commit the minif-

try to fuch men only, as in a judgment of charity,

are men of knowledge, experience, a holy life, and

are the lovers of Jefus and the fouls of men.

IN the exercife of difcipline in Chrift's houfe, do

thou manifeft a mod facred impartiality ; not prefer
-

ing one to another ,
nor lording It over God's herit-

age. Be thou in all things, an example to the believ-

ers, in word) in converfation, in charity, infpirit,
in faith, in purity. In doing thefe things, thou

fhalt both fa-vs thyfelf and them that hear thee.
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WE, efpecially, charge thee, to take heed to the

flock over which the Holy Ghojl hath made thcc an

overfeer. Watch over it with diligence, feed it with

the fincere milk of the word
;
and in all things, be

thou an example to it. Exhort the aged to be grave,

fober, temperate, found in the faith^ in charity^ in

-patience. Young men, likevuife, exhort to be fober
minded.

DEAR BROTHER, remember that you mud ren-

der a mofl folemn account to the Chief Bifhop of

fouls, for the improvement you make of the minif-

try, which you have now received of the Lord.

Prepare to meet Him with exceeding joy. The im-

portant defigns of your miniflry, the influence it

will eventually have on the concerns of your own
foul, and the confequences which will follow, re-

fpecting the fouls of this flock, are worthy of your
conflant and mofl ferious coniideration. It will be

but a little while, before the connexion between you
and this people will be dilTolved, by death

; and

every thing prepared for a mofh folemn meeting at the

bar of Jefus Chrift. Be thou faithful unto death. It

thou keepeft this charge, which we commit unto

you, unrebukable unto the end
;
when the Chief

Shepherd (hall appear, you may be aflured, that you
(hall then receive a crown of glory, which (hall never

fade away.

Now unto Him, who is able to keep you from

falling, and to do exceeding abundantly, above all

that we afk or think ; unto Him be glory in the

Church, by CHRIST JESUS, throughout all ages,
world without end, AMEN.

D
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BY THE REV. DAVID SELDEN.

THAT the Miniflers of the bleffed Jefus may
advance the glorious defign of their divine mhTion,
it is highly neceffary, that they cultivate Chriflian

love and unity ;
that they live in fellowfhip with

one other, and with the whole houfehold of faith ;

that thus they may flrengthen each other's hands,
and encourage each other's hearts, and do honor to

their Divine Matter. As a teftimony of their Chrif-

tian fellowfhip, the fcriptural practice of giving the

right hand, hath ever been obferved at folemnities

like the prefent a practice in its own nature of

friendly import, and expreflive of the greatefl cor-

diality and affection. Therefore, in compliance with

the defire of the Ordaining Council, I now wel-

come this our Brother into the vineyard of ChriiL

Reverend Sir, Is thine heart right , as my heart is

'with thy heart ? Iffo 9 give me thine hand. By this

token, we receive you into the chariot of the gof-

pel miniftry ; and certify our cordial approbation of

you, as a fellow laborer in the vineyard of our great
Lord. We aflure you of our readinefs to affift you,
and to be aflifled by you in our common employ-
ment. We commit and commend you, dear bro-

ther, with the Church over which the Holy Ghoft
hath made you overfeer, to the allwife care and pro-
tection of the great head of the Church. We pray
that you may be ftrong in the grace, that is in Chrift

Jefus ;
that you may be perfect, thoroughly furnifli-

ed unto all good works, and abundantly fuccefsful,

that when your faithful labors fhall terminate on

earth, you may receive a crown of glory that fadeth

not away.

WE rejoice with you, brethren of this Church, in

the bleflings of this aufpicious day. Rejoice in this

man of God, whom you have chofen, and who has

the Lord. Efteem
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him highly in love, for his work's fake. Aflift, en-

courage, and ftrengthen him in the important duties

of his office. Under his faithful miniury, may your
fouls profper and be in health. May you be fed

with fpiritual knowledge and underfbnding. May
the houfhold of God grow in purity and holinefs.

May Turners be awakened, convinced, and convert-

ed to the Chriftian faith and practice. And at laft,

may you all come unto Mount Zion and unto the
ciiy

of the living God, the heavenly *Jcrufalem, and to an
innumerable company of Angels : io the general ajjem-

bly and church of the Jirji born, which are writ-

ten in heaven^ and to God the "Judge of a/!, and to

fus the mediator of the neiv covenant.
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