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IT is at the reqnefl: of the affectionate

and long happy confort, but now for-

rowing widow, of my highly efteemed

friends the late Reverend^ and truly vene*

rable, Dr. Caleb Fleming, that I am
this day to addrefs you, on his difmiilion

from this Ycene of labour and trial j after

having attained, through the favour of

Providence, to the uncommon age of al-

mofl eighty-one years.

I could not refufe my heft endeavours,

to perform this laft public inftance of re-

fpecfl to the memory of one, whofe cha-

racter I fo much revered, and with whom
I had the pleafure of a long and pecu-

liar intimacy. His relatives, and other

friends who may be prefent on this oc-

cafion, particularly thofe, who have en-

joyed the benefit of his pafloral fervices

;

to whom his worth mufh be better known

-than I can defcribe it, will kindly accept
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the attempt, fliort as it may fall of their

convid:ions and my wifhes.

The words I have chofen to inlift on,

becaufe in a high degree charaderiflic of

our departed friend, and, at the fame

time, replete with admonition and com-

fort, are thofe of the Apoflle Paul,

2 CoR. I. 12.

For our rejoicing is this, the tejlimony of

our confcience, that infwipUcity and godly

Jincerityy not with jlejhly wifdom, but by

the grace of God, we have had our con-

'uerfation in ths ivorld.

OT. Paul, whofe principle and line of

condudt, and whofe happy experience,

confequent upon his fteady adherence to

them, are defcribed in the pafTage now

read, was by his profeiiion as a Chriftian,

and ftill more by his office as an apoflle,

expofed to peculiar difficulties and dangers.

Pure and excellent as the religion of Jefus

is in its nature, and mi^htv as the evi-

dence
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dence was, with which it was attended,

of its divine original -, on its iir/l publi-

cation, it met with a general and violent

oppolition. Both Jews and Gentiles,

widely as they differed in their religious

tenets and ufages, confidered Christianity

as a dangerous innovation ; and thought

themfelves highly concerned, if poflible,

to defeat the fuccefs of it. Hence the far

greater part of both thefe clalTes of men

not only rejected it themfelves, but alfo

united in their endeavours to difcourage

the profeflion of it, by the moil: contemp-

tuous and injurious treatment of thofe

who ventured to make it. And as the

alteration, which the Chriftian fcheme

was defigned to introduce, by fubftituting

a new and very different inftitution of re-

Jigiony inftead of the former Jewifli and

Heathen eftablifhments, could not but

be particularly offenfive to thofe who were'

in authority ; the aid of the fecular arm

was therefore not wanting to fupport the

clamours of the people, and bring the

B 2 abei^
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abettors of this new doftrine to what they

judged a condign punifliment. More par-

ticularly was the refentment of an infidel

world levelled againfl thofe, who, while

they avowed the Chriftian faith them-

felves, were alfo engaged in bringing over

others to the reception of it. Accord-

ingly, when malice had perpetrated, to

the utmofl of its power, its cruel defigns

on the perfon of the great Founder of our

holy religion, by putting him to the pain-

ful and ignominious death of the crofs

;

the fame evil fpirit continued to exert it-

felf in perfecuting the apoftles of our

Lord, who, agreeably to the fpecial com-

miffion which they had received from

him, were employed in the communica-

tion of that word of truth, w^hich at firfl:

began to be fpoken by the Lord Chrift

himfelf. St. Paul was no lefs diftinguifhed

by his fufferings in the Chriftian caufe,

than by the zeal which he manifefled in

the fupport of it ; and the greatnefs of

the one, in fuch a ftate of things, is, in-

3 deed.
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deed, naturally to be accounted for, by

the vieour and fleadinefs of the other.

In the epiflles of this apoftle, we have

frequent mention of the troubles he

underwent, or to which he flood expof-

ed ; though never in any fuch v/ay as was

inconfiflent with true fortitude of mind,

or, indeed, in any other, but what was

clearly and ilrongly expreflive of it. In

the chapter where our text is, he particu-

larly addrefies the Corinthian converts on

this fubjed^ acknowledging, in terms of

the warmeil gratitude, the abundant fup-

port with which he was favoured by the

God of all comfort j and this with thp

benevolent defign of flrengthening the

minds of the perfons, to whom he wrote;

who, as profeflbrs of the fame religion,

though only in a private capacity, were

partakers with him in fufiering on that

account. He fpeaks of one deliverance,

which he had experienced, v/hen in im-

minent danger of death, which animated

his confidence in the fame divine power

B
3 and
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^nd mercy, to which he thankfully afcrlbes

this efcape, for his further prefervation,

as long as Infinite Wifdom faw fit. He
was, however, prepared for the worft

;

being fully determined, th .:, with the

divine aid, he would fcill continue faith-

fully to difcharge the important duties of

his apoflolic otfice ; whatever perils might

await him in the execution of it : and un-

der all his pad trials, and thofe to which

he was further liable, there was one grand

fource of confolation, from which he de-

rived the firmeft fupport to his faith and

hope; and what that was, he informs us

in the text ; for our rejoicing is this, th?

tejlimony ofour corfcience, that infimplicity

,

and godlyfncerity, not with flejhly wifdom

,

but by the grace of God, we have had our

converfation iti the world. It may not be

altogether undeferving of notice, that,

though it is to be fuppofed St. Paul had

a more dire<5t reference to himfelf in this

flefcription ; he yet makes ufe of plural

ternis, including other of his fellow-la-

3 bourers
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bourers In the gofpel, and hei'eby fuggeft-

ing, with a generolity of heart, worthy of

imitation, that he conlidered them, not

only as profeiTedly embarked with him in

one noble delign, but alfo as condudl-

ing themfelves on the fame excellent

principle, and purfuing equally upright

meafures, for the accompliflament of it.

And there is the more reafon for fuppof-

ing this to have been his view; as, in the

iirrt verfe of the chapter, he fpeaks of

Timothy, whom he calls our brother, as

being with him, at the time when he

wrote this epiflle.

The words are in themfelves fo plain,

as to need but little comment upon them.

They reprefent, in a clear and forcible

manner, what that fpirit, or difpolition

of mind, was, which actuated and go-

verned him in all his fervices, as an

apoftle of Chrift, and the whole of his

behaviour, towards all, with whom he had

any conned:ion, or to whom, under the

guidance of divine Providence, he was led

B 4 to
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to minifter. This was, fimpliclty, or

plainnefs of heart, and iincerity before

God, or a lincere, prevailing regard to his

approbation and acceptance—not a fiellily

wifdom, that is, not that worldly policy,

which feeketh its own private emolument

or fecular gain—but, on the contrary, the

fpirit of that wifdom v/hich is from above,

whofe illuminating and animating influ-

ences were gracioufly imparted to him in

an eminent degree. Such v/as the com-

plexion .and happy turn of the apoflle's

mind ; thefe the principles on which he

a6led.

If any further illuilration were necef-

fary -, the apoftle has himfelf given us a

fufficient one in the ivth Chapter of this

Epillle, Ver. 2. where he fays

—

^Fe have

renounced the hidden things of dijljonejly,

not walking in craftinefs, nor handling the

word ofGod deceitfully^ but by manifejlation

of the truth y commending ourfelves to every

mans conference in the fight of God. It

was the confcioufnefs of this religious

integrity.
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integrity, or the teiliniony of confcience

to the power of it in his mind, that was

the ground of his rejoicing. The word%

which we render rejoicing, is elfewhere

tranflated, glorying j and the latter is its

more literal meaning. I fcarce need,

however, to obferve, that no other kind

of glorying can be intended, than fuch a

juil felf-approbation, as is the infeparable

attendant of habitual integrity, in a well-

informed mind. This is intirely conlift-

ent with a humble fenfe of its imperfec-

tion, and obligations to the grace or free

gocdnefs of God, for all its attainments in

knowledge and righteoufnefs ; as the fa-

culties, by which we acquire them, are

his gifts, and all the means of improving

thefe nobler powers of our nature are of

his appointment, and the effeds of his

grace or favour. To him we are all

highly indebted for his co-operating aids;

though both Reafon and Revelation teach

US to regard them, as ever communicated

la
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in a way perfectly coniillent with the

agency of man ; not as fuperfeding, but

affifting that moral culture, which is our

indifpenfible duty, and which imme-

diately depends on our own proper choice.

This humble and grateful {enfe of^our

dependence on the Father of our fpirits,

for our attainments in goodnefs, in the

view now given, while it is intirely con-

fident with the juft applaufes of an ap-

proving confcience, is alfo in itfelf a very

important branch of that religious tem-

per, the confcioufnefs of which is the

foundation of our glorying or rejoicing.

St. Paul was a moft illuflrious example

of the influence of this truly pious and

Chriftian difpofition. Accordingly in the

text, with that confcious integrity, in

which he rejoiced, he unites the impor-

tant confideration of the grace or favour

of God, as aiding and animating him in

the acquifition of it.

I fhall only juft add here, that in the

glorying or rejoicing, of which the apoftle

fpeaksa
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fpeaks, we are undoubtedly to confider

him as including, both the prefent in-r

ward fatisfadtion, which he experienced,

arifing from the judgment of his Qwn

mind ; and likewife the glorious hope of

that immortal life and bleifednefs which

the gofpel fet before him ; as a reward^

which would amply compenfate all his

labours and fufferings, and crown his

litmoft wilhes. That the charad:er of the

Apoille fully correfponded to the view of

it given in the text, the hiftory which

we have of his life, in the writings

of the New Teftament, affords us the

cleareft and moft fatisfa6tory evidence.

But not to enter into this at prefent;

I haflen to the proper application of the

pafTage, which I fhall

I. Confider, as defcriptive of the tem-

per and conduct of the faithful miniflers

of Chrift in general. I fliall then,

II. More particularly direct your

fhoughts to that bright example of fuch

a cha-
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a charadler, which has been fet before

us in the life and converfation of our de-

parted friend,

Thefe views of the fubje(5l will fuggell

fome further refiedlions, confolatory and

inil:rud:ive, as the improvement of the

whole.

I. Of the declaration of St. Paul in the

text, as applicable to the faithful minif-

ters of Chrift in general.

It is defcriptive, (i.) Of the integrity

of their views and condudl in the exercife

of their miniftry. And (2.) Of the happy

effed: of it, in the fatisfacftions and joys,

which flow from the teilimony of con-

fcience to the prevailing influence of fuch

a principle.

(i .) As to the principle itfelf, by which

they are governed in their public labours,

or, agreeably to our Apoftle's language,

in the general tenor of their converfation

with the world. Though the miniflers

of
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of the gofpel are not, in common, expofed

to the fame difficulties and dangers as the

apoftles were ; they are, however, by no

means exempt from all trials of their in-

tegrity. If they are not under the like

temptations to a total apoftacy from the

Chriftian faith, they are yet not without

their difcouragements in a fleady adhe-

rence to what, upon careful examination,

appears to them to be the genuine truth

of Chriftianity.

Not to proceed too far into this copious

fubjecft—In the miniftry among Proteftant

Diflenters, though the liberty of private

judgment is, among Chriftians of that

denomination, an acknowledged princi-

ple ; and is, indeed, the only rational

ground of their feparation from all reli-

gious eflablilhments j it is yet not to be

denied, that they are far from being con-

fiftent in maintaininr^ the exercife of that

principle in its proper extent. Many
there are, who, while they claim this

privilege for themfelv^s, will by no means
^ allow
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allow the fame liberty to others. Creeds

and confeffions, of meer human authority,*

which have no better an origin and fup-^

port than the opinion of fallible men
(deferving and venerable as their charac-

ters may be in fome refpedls) are too com-

monly held in a degree of eftimation, to

which they can have no juft claim: and

though the fandion of the civil power

may be denied, as having, in truth and

reafon, any weight to enforce the recep-

tion of them ; they are yet implicitly

followed, with an equally blind fubmif-

fion, as any formularies whatever, which

are magifterially eflabliilied and defended.

I am forry to add, few, comparatively, ars

thofe diffenting focieties, in which a true

liberality of fpirit fo far generally obtains^-

as to admit their minifters to think and

judge freely for themfelves ; or, at leail,

to fpeak, vAth freedom and without re-

ferve, what they apprehend to be the

pure, uncorrupted doctrines of Revela-

tion

«

There
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There are too often fome favourite

points of doctrine 3 at beft, matters of dark

and doubtful difputation, if not dodirines

notorioufly repugnant to the dictates of rea-

fon and common fenfe ; or, which is much

more to be regretted, dodlrines, which,

though, I doubt not, they are viewed in a

very different light by many who hold

them, do in themfelves diredtly tend to

weaken the obligations, if not fap the

very foundation of morality, by furnifh-

ing falfe grounds of hope, and fuch as are

independant on moral and perfonal righte-

oufnefs; there are, 1 fay, fome points of

dodlrine of this nature, which, abfurd as

they are in themfelves and hurtful in their

tendency, are too often looked upon, as

attended with that certainty, and deemed

fo facred, that for a minifter to be filent

about them, but, ftill more, to declare

againfl: them, is fufhcicnt to incur upon

him the heavy charge of unfoundnefs

in the faith, and render him odious to

thofe, whom he wiihes to ferve in their

beft intcrefts.

I forbear
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I forbear purfaing thefe unplealing,

though too well-grounded reflexions ; and

fliall conclude themWith obferving, that

thefe are circumftances, which have a very

difcouraging afpect on the minifterial

character, and are no inconiiderable trials

of the integrity of many, who have taken

it upon them. In fuch a fituation, what

judicious Chriflian will doubt the pro-

priety of our adopting the noble fenti-

ment of St. Peter, as the rule of our con-

duit, namely, that we ought to obey God^

rather than men ^ t Truth is the caufe of

God. Of this we profefs ourfelves mi-

nifters ; and are, therefore, by the nature

of our office, called upon to ftand forth

in its defence, and to endeavour to the

uSmoU: of our power to promote the

knowledge of it.

All truths are not, indeed, of equal

moi?ient. Unqueilionably, thofe, which

relate to practice, are of the higheft im-

portance, and ought chiefly to be inflfltfd

^ A6ls V. 29.

on.
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on. There is alfo a great diverfity both

in the gifts, which the great Father and

Lord of all hath feen fit to impart to

thofe who are engaged in the work of the

miniftry, and in the capacities and taftc

of thofe among v/hom they labour. This

not only admits of, but calls for, fome

difference in the manner in which minif-

ters are refpe<5tively to condud: their mi-

niftrations ; each taking care to make

choice of that, by which they are likely to

render themfelves mofl instrumental to

the edification of their hearers. But flill

all fhould be confiftent with fimplicity

and godly fincerity ', which, if they form

the heart, will have a governing influence

on all the fervices of thofe, who preach

the word. The faithful fervant of Jefus

will honeftly, and without difguife, im-

part the refult of his enquiries, on all

thofe grand points which concern the

duty and happinefs of man. All dupli-

city of fpeech he will carefully avoids

confidering it as a pradice no lefs dilho-

C nourable
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nourable in itfelf, than it is incompatible

with the proper defign of his office, by a

lervile accommodation to the prej-udices

of mankind, to ftrengthen, inftead of cor-

iredting, their miftakes, and confirm thern

in error, inftead of leading them into the

knowledge of the truth. In a word, he

will not fhun to declare to them the whole

counfel of God, refpedling their everlafl-

ing falvation -, but, in conformity to the

advice of our Apoflle to Timothy, an4

Titus % he will in in£eknefs inJlruB thofe

that oppofe themjelves -, reprovcy rebuke,

exhort, with all long-fuffering \ in, all

things, Jhewing himfelf a pattern of good.

iDorks, in doBrine uncorruptnefs, gravity,

Jpncerity, found fpeech that cannot be con-

demned, that he that is of the contrary^

part may be ajhamed, having no evil to fay

of him. And great muft be the happi-

nefs, which every minifler of this de-

fcription enjoys in this world : for what-

ever difficulties or difcouragements of an

^ % Tim. ii. ?5a Chap. iv. 2. Titus ii. 7, 8.

external
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external nature he may meet with; he

has a treafure within him, which is of

incomparably fuperior worth to all the

treafures of earth, even that inward folid

peace and fatisfadlion, which the world

can neither give nor take away.

Of this happy efFedl of godly fincerity,

i;i the difcharge of the minifterial duty,

I now proceed to fpeak. Having before

hinted at the extenlive influence of bi-

gotry and uncharitablenefs, in matters of

religious opinion ; I fhould be greatly

wanting, did I not obferve, on the other

hand, that the caufe of truth and liberty

has a conliderable, though, in a compa-

rative view, butafmall, number of fteady

friends and generous fupporters, by whofe

concurrence and liberality, minifters of

the fame enlarged turn of mind are, in

fome degree, encouraged to go on in the

profecution of their fludies and labours.

But, at the fame time, while narrow,

party fyftems, and almoft every fpecies

tif dod:rine which the ignorance or arti-

C 2 £ce



[ '-0 ]

fice of man can devife, and which are as

unintelligible, as they are indefenfible,

aided by the efforts of a blind, but furious

zeal, are daily increafing their votaries;

how notorious and vifible is the declen-

fion among the friends of free inquiry,

and liberal fentiments ! Hence negle6t, and

detradion, become the trying lot of many,

whofe time and talents are employed in

promoting the noble caufe of religion and

virtue amongft mankind. Painful, how-

ever, as thefe returns are for their upright

and diligent labours -, their confcious inr

tegrity and hope of the divine approba-

tion give a iirmnefs and ftability to their

minds, which alleviates all their mortifi-

cations and trials. To fecure the tefli-?

mony of that inward witnefs, which is

either the beft friend or the worft enemy

of man, is the ultimate view of every one,

who worthily fills the minifi:erial charac-

ter : and his heart not condemning him,

he has confidence towards God. If his

pious and benevolent endeavours have

not
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iiol been crowned with the fuccefs he

wifhed ; he has, yet, the fatisfadion of

reflecting, that he has been fteady in his

adherence to the great interefts of truth

and virtue^ and has not bafely facrificed

them, for the fake of popular applaufe

or fordid gain. That fublimefb of all

joy, which fprings from this teflimony

of confcience, renders him calm and

fubmiffive under all the evils he fufFcrs 3

adds a true relifh to every bleffing which

he ihares ; and animated by its cheering

influences, he anticipates the awful hour

of his diflfolution with compofure and re-

iignation; till, having finifhed his courfe^

and kept the faith, he is called to re-*

ceive the glorious future reward of all his

labours and fufferings, even that crown

of righteoufnefs, which the Lord hath

promifed to them, who love and obey

him.

In the brief delineations now given, and

in which I have endeavoured to fet forth>

in a general view, the fpirit and defign of

C 3 the
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the apoftle's defcription in the text ; wc
have thofe moral features, which are fo

truly charaderiftic of our departed friend,

as muft have pointed him out to the

lively remembrance of all who knew him.

So confpicuous and exemplary was the

integrity of the late Reverend Dr. Caleb

Fleming, as to be almoft univerfally

acknowledged and admired, and even by

thofe who differed moft from him in their

religious fentiments. They, who had

any acquaintance with him, could not but

obferve that he ftood eminently diftin-

guilhed by an honeft plainnefs of heart,

a dilinterefted regard to what appeared to

him to be truth and right j infomuch that

there was fcarcely any one, who was not

ready to declare their full convidion, of

the ll:ri6teft conformity, in all his mini-

ftrations, to the didlates of his beft judg-

ment, and of the reditude of the views

upon which he atSed ; much as they

might think him miftaken in fome of his

opinions, and though they might enter-

tain
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tain tlie moft formidable apprehenfions

of their tendency.—A teftimony this, to

the charadler of our friend, which does

him the highefl honour, and is much

more to be valued, than the warmeft eu-

logiums, which could have been beftowed

upon him, either for the clearnefs and

rationality of the dodtrines which he

preached, on the one hand, or the fup-

jpofed orthodoxy of them, on the other.

In thofe well-known firidlures of our

admired poet.

An honeft man^s the mhlefl Work of God.

For modes of faith let gracelefs zealots fight.

His can't he wrong whgfe life is in the right.

Essay on Man, Ep. 4. 1. 248. Ep. 3. 305, 306^

But your expedations, and my own de-

iires, lead me to be more particular ^

He

* The Do(5tor, in his 70th year, drew up fome

memoirs of his life, which he left to his particular

friend, and relation by marriage, the Reverend Mr.

Jofeph Towers, to be difpofed of at his difcretion.

C 4 Accof"*
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He was born at Nottingham, of re-

putable parents, who had a very re-

fpedlable defcent. He very early difco-

vered an uncommon tafte for literature,

and feems alfo, from his earlieft youth,

to have had an inclination to the minifte-

rial chara(5ler. A clofe attention was

given by his parents to the culture of his

mind -, who, likewife, confulting his ge-

nius, put him under proper mafters, to

inflrudt him in claflical, as well as other

branches of learning j though their views

do not appear to have been directed to

that profeflion, of which he became fo

bright an ornament. So early, as between

the years of fix and feven, he had made

a conliderable degree of proficiency in the

knowledge of the Latin language 5 ta

which, and other ftudies of the like na-

ture, he continued his attention for feve-

ral years after. At about fixteen years of

Accordingly, from thofe memoirs I am furnifhed with

moft of the incidents related in the following ac-

count.

age.
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age, he applied himfelf to the ftudy of*

Logic, Ethics, Natural Philofophy, and

Aftronomy, in which he had the affifl-

ance of the Reverend Mr. John Hardy %

a learned divine, and a man of a very li-

beral mind. He vi^as alfo inflruded in

Geometry and Trigonometry, by a Mr.

Needham, who was diftinguifhed for his

/kill in thofe fciences, and under his care,

he went through feveral books of Euclid,

He alfo had particular advantages for im-

provement in the knowledge of Theology

from the inflrudtion of the judicious and

learned divine beforementioned, of which

he made the beffc ufe j as he all along

feems to have had his attention dired:ed

to that kind of knowledge, and to have

made it his favourite purfuit. He con-

tinued at Nottingham for feveral years

after, when he removed to London. Here

* Mr. Hardy lived in Nottinghantij and, for many

years, took the care of a fmall number of pupils,

who were boarded in his houfe, and inftru(5ied in va-

rious branches of literature.

2 he
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he acquired a confiderable intimacy witK

the Reverend Mr. John Holt, who was

afterwards, for a number of years, one of

the profefTors of the Academy at War-

rington. To that gentleman he alfo ac-

knowledges himfelf greatly indebted, for

jfffifling and encouraging him in his ftu-

dies, and for much ufeful infirudlion. By

his advice, he further improved himfelf

in claffical knowledge, and particularly

applied himfelf to the fludy of the Greek

and Hebrew languages ; though he had

not as yet come to any determination of

taking upon him the minifterial cha-

xadter.

From thefe anecdotes it appears, that a

good foundation had been laying from

early life, to qualify him for his after

profeffion ; and though he did not enter

upon it till long beyond the ufual time,

yet few perfons have entered upon it bet-

ter furnifhed, and efpecially in that branch

of knowledge, which is more peculiarly

proper to this office, and neceiTary to the

I ufeful
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ufeful difcharge of the duties of It. Such

were his abilities and improvements, that,

previous to his engaging in the miniftry

among the Protelliant Diflenters, he be-

came noticed by the Reverend Dr. John

Thomas, the prefent Bifliop of Winchef-

ter, by whom he was recommended to

the regard of Sir George Fleming, the

then Bifhop of Carlille. In confequence

of this, the Bilhop fent him a prefenta-

tion to a living in Cumberland, with the

promife of a further ample proviiion.

And here I cannot omit mentioning an

inftance of generofity on the part of Dr.

Thomas, which does no fmall honour to

his charader. The benevolent-minded

Prelate, apprehending our friend's cir-

cumftances to be narrow, made him an

offer of advancing a handfome fum to de-

fray the expences of a removal to fo great

a diftance. This alluring encouragement

was fet before him at a time, when he

had a wife and feveral children, having

been early married to his now-mourning

widow.
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ivldow, and was deftitute of all refources

to provide for them, as he had then quit-

ted the fecular employment, in which for

a number of years he was engaged. In

this deftitute condition, and with all the

weight of a care upon him, in which

every tender and affectionate feeling of his

fufceptible heart muft be deeply intereft-*

ed; difapproving, on mature deliberation,

the terms of conformity, with a fortitude,

which marks out an uncommon elevation

of mind, but, at the fame time, with the

juft refped: which was due to his corn-*

paffionate and very obliging patrons, he

declined accepting the propofal. The

part which that truly amiable woman, the

lympathetic companion of his life, and

fharer in his diftreffes, took in this mat-

ter, muft not be overlooked. She kindly

aided his pious and virtuous refolution,

by the fulleft and tendereft affurances of

her chearful readinefs to undergo the moft

extreme hardftiips, rather than obtain re-

lief at the expence of his integrity and

peace.
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peace. Such was the noble facrifice

\vhich this truly religious pair united in

making to the calls of duty and con-

fcienccj committing themfelves to the

pare of that merciful Providence, to whofe

facred will they gave this fignal proof of

the moft cordial and unreferved obedience.

And from that Almighty Power and

Goodnefs, in which they trufted, they

ibon derived that outward fuccour in this

time of their need, which has been mat-

ter of grateful fen^embrance to them ever

fmce.

Having, not long after, began his minif-

try among the DifTenters, and preached

occalionally, in different places in the

country, and round the metropolis ; he

was, on the death of the Reverend Mr.

Munckley, in the year 1738, chofen to

fucceed him, as paftor of a congregation

in Bortholomew Clofe.

To that people he had a very honour-

able recommendation by Dr. Avery, who
had been one of their miniflers. Soon

after
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after his eledtion, he was ordained -, which

fervice he juftly placed in the only ratio-r

nal point of view, of being recommend-

ed, by his fathers and brethren in the mi-

niftry, to the favour of God, and the afr-

fedionate regard of the people ^ On this

Qccafion, he afferted the freedom with

which he thought, by confenting to no

other confefHon, than a general declara-

tion of his faith in the revelation of the

Gofpel i which, allow me juft to obferve

here, as made before the people to whom
we f;iinifter, flands upon a very different

footing, from the making that, or any

other declaration of our religious faith, at

the requifition of the civil magiftrate ; and

in compliance with his demand, as a con-

dition of legal toleration. The ceremony

of the impoiition of hands he alfo refufed

f The minifters, who aflifted at his ordination were.

Dr. Jeremiah Hunt, Mr. Samuel Chandler, Mr. Tho-

mas Mole, Mr. George Benfon, Mr. Jofeph Sym-

monds, and Mr. Nathaniel Sandercock—Dr. Hunt

preached, and Mr. Chandler gave the Charge.

to
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to fubmit to, becaufe he confidered it a§.

void of any juft meaning, where no extra-

ordinary gifts are, or can be, imparted.

In this fituation he continued to offi-

ciate till the year 1753, when, on the de-

clining health of that judicious, as well

as eloquent, and, by all the friends of ra-

tional religion and free enquiry, greatly

admired preacher, the Reverend Dr. James

Fofter, then minifter to a morning fociety,

at Pinners Hall, our friend was appointed

to the office of Affiilant-preacher to him,

ilill officiating in the afternoon at Bar-

tholomew Clofe. On the death of Dr.

Fofter, which took place not long after,

he was chofen to fucceed the Dodor in the

paftoral office, in which view he had been

alfo warmly recommended to the fociety

by his worthy and benevolent predeceftbr.

It was not long after this appointment,

before the Society in Bartholomew Clofe,

being greatly reduced, and that chiefly by

the death of its aged members, was dif-

folved, moft of the remaining few uniting

them-
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themfelves to the fociety at Pinners Hall ;

where, as you well know. Dr. Fleming

continued to officiate with a moft exem-

plary affiduity, till difabled by the grow-

ing infirmities of his far-advanced age,

which did not lay him wholly afide till

within fome months ihort of two years

before his death.

He began and ever purfued his minif-

try with a manly and truly Chriftian li-

berality of mind; with-holding nothing

that he thought profitable to his hearers,

and opening to them his fentiments on

the feveral dodtrines of religion with the

greatefl freedom -, to his views of which

he fixed the attention of his audience, in

an uncommon degree, by the eafy and

natural, but fpirited and truly forcible,

manner, in which his difcourfes were de-

livered.

It might have been expedled that

fo bright a manifefiation of the in-

fluence of the true principle of religious

liberty, the firfl and vital principle of

the
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the Proteflant Diflent, would particularly

have recommended him to the afFedionatc

elleem of all the minifters of that perfua-

fioni but here I am forry to obferve, from

his own memoirs, the cafe was fo much
otherwife, that many of his brethren, and

not only thofe who were more Calviniftic,

but fome who might well have been fup-

pofed to be better informed, inflead of

encouraging his labours, behaved towards

him with great coolnefs and difrefped:.

This was as unfriendly as it was unme-

rited, and greatly tended to injure his re-

putation among the laity, and by that

means to defeat his ufefulnefs, as well as

expofe him to difficulties. I will not fur-

ther unveil this unplealing part of his

hiftory. Let the living be admoniflied

by it, to be more confident with them-

felves, and adl more worthy of the noble

caufe for which they profefs themfelves

advocates. Under the negled: and difaf-

fedtion of many, he had, however, the

^fteem and countenance of a few others j

P who.
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who, in their day and generation, were

burning and fhining lights, and who, be-

ing dead, yet fpeak, in thofe ufeful publi-

cations, which they have left behind

them. I here particularly refer to thofe

learned and judicious divines, as well as

pious and excellent men, the Reverend

pr. Jeremiah Hunt, and Dr. Nathaniel

Lardner, the former of whom was the

immediate predecellor of Dr. Fofter, at

pinners Hall, With both thefe minifters

he held a peculiar intimacy, and, as he

refpedfully and gratefully mentions, de-

rived many advantages from it. Dr.

Fleming, alfo, by his obliging temper and

manners, by his improving converfation,

but efpecially and above all, by that free-

dom and fidelity, which appeared in his

public miniflrations, procured the higheft

regard from many refpedable charadters

among the laity, whofe generous fupport

he fpeaks of with the utmoft gratitude.

. Our departed friend was an able and

judicious defender of the truth of the

I Gofpel-



[ 35 ]'

Gofpel-revelation, and a clofe and dili-

gent examiner of its facred content. He
was a fleady afTertor of the rights of pri-

vate judgment and confcience, in their

proper latitude and extent. He explained

the Scriptures, as they appeared to him,

with precifion and freedom. The lead-

ing principles of that theory of religion

which he taught, and which guided and

animated all his miniftrations, were fuch

as are highly honourable to God and

friendly to man. Thefe, whatever there

was of a critical or argumentative nature

in his difcourfes, he always took care to

apply to their moral and practical ufes ;

enforcing all which he uttered in the pul-

pit, by the exemplary conliftency of his

own temper and condud. He had many
proofs of the fuccefs of his miniflry;

though he had alfo his difficulties and

d i fcouragemen ts.

He dilHnguiihed himfelf as an author

as well as a miniller. His publications

were numerous ^ fome on the moft inte-

D :5 refting
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reiling fubjeds, refpedting the comrr^oii

caufe of Chriftianity and liberty ; and his,

difcuffions of thefe were fuch as were

honoured with the approbation of not a

few perfons of great judgment and learn-

ing, as well as high in rank and ftation.

Upon the whole, the life we have been

furveying, was both a very honourable

and ufeful one ; our ideas of which would

be ilill further heightened, were we to

unite with his qualifications as a minifler,

the many amiable virtues, perfonal and

focial, which he exhibited in a private

fiation. But to thofe who knew him, to

fay more v/ould be needlefs ; and efpeci-

ally after the juil and pleafing delineation

of his chara(5ter, given, 0!i the folemn

occafion of his interment, by niy Reverend

friend and brother.

To apply th.e whole :

I. The fubject is in the highell de-

gree confolatory, under the lofs of fuch

charad:ers as we have been deicribing. To
1 die

—
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dic;^—is, indeed, no other than ah event

to which we are are all liable at every

age, and in all conditions of life. That

the body, which is worn out by age, {hould

diflblve and turn to dull, is to be ex-

pedled from the operation of thofe laws^

which the God of nature hath ordained,

and is unavoidable. But ftill a fcene of

death is in every inftance awful ; nor can

the removal of thofe, who have worthily

filled the flations affigned them by Pro-

vidence, ever take place, though deferred

to the latefl: feafon, without leaving

impreffions of ferious concern on the

thou2:htful and well - inclined. The

flroke muft be yet more deeply felt,

where the bonds of nature, or of friend-

fliip and love, have formed a clofer and

more endearing connection. We are

not, however, left to forrow, as thofe

who are without hope. The gofpel ad-

minifters the beft fupport, by the full

alfurance, which it gives of a happy ex-

change of flates for the truly good, on

D 3
their
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leparture hence. They reft from

labours, and their works follow

^ .1, to be crowned with that glorious

1 : vard, which the Lord hath promifed

to his faithful fervants. To this fource

of flrong confolation, let me point the

attention of the friends of that venerable

minifter of Chrift, who has now finiflied

his work and obtained his difmiffion ;

to compofe their fpirits, and infpire fub-

miilion to the merciful, though afHi(5tive

will of heaven. The fympathetic heart

muft feel in the tenderefl: manner for the

afFed:ionate widowed confort of this ex-

cellent man and befl of hufbands, who
is mourning over the difTolution of the

dearefl of all connec^lions, cemented by

fixty years experience of the moft perfe(fl

mutual amity. May the God of all

comfort fupport her under this painful

ftroke, and the infirmities of her far

advanced years !

2. The doctrine of the text, and the

voice of Providence in the difpenfation

before
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before us, afford matter of the moil

ufeful admonition.

Minifters are hereby reminded of the

indifpenfible obligations they are under

—

to fidelity, in the communication of

truth, according to their judgment and

convictions.—to maintain a lincere re-

gard for promoting the influence of pure

and undefiled religion, and the true, ever-

lafting happiriefs of man—and to an up-

right difcharge of all the duties of their

office, with a humble dcpendancc on the

favour and bleffing of the Almighty

t^ather of Spirits, for the furtherance of

thofe important ends. It is this, and this

alone, which will fecure the teftimony

of confcience, and lay a folid foundation

for rejoicing both living and dying

:

v/hile, if we are deilitute of thefe befl of

all qualifications, in which-ever of the

different denominations of Christians we

rank, or whatever opinions we may

efpoufe and defend ; and whether we

have been applauded or neglected by the

D 4 world
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world around us -, in the hour of impar-

tial refledlion, our own hearts muft re-

proach and condemn us, and we iliall at

laft be numbered among the wicked and

unprofitable.

They, who once enjoyed the benefit of

our departed friend's miniflrations, will

allow me juil to hint, how highly it

concerns them, to remember him, who
fpake unto them the word of God, and

to follow his faith, confidering the end

of his converfation.. They will permit

me particularly to point to their recol-

lection the {lability of his adherence to

the Chriflian faith, not as laid dov^n in

any eilablifhed, or party fyflems, but as

taught in the genuine records of the

gofpel revelation. In the belief of that

revelation, he was fully confirmed by the

external evidence with which it came

attended, and which he confidered, as

amounting to a clear and fatisfadory proof

of its divine original. It was from that

pure fountain of truth, that he drew all

his
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his inflruftions, and on its gracious

alTurances and precious promifes he built

his hopes : nor was there any thing

which he more refented, than the idea of

his joining iflue with the infidel, becaufe

he laboured to expofe thofe irrational

doctrines, which were matter of offence

to both. ** So far (fays the Docflor in his

Memoirs) " we are agreed; but then my
«* defign has had a contrary diredion

;

** namely, to point out the rational in-

** terpretation and its divine evidence.

<* Whereas the unbeliever has played off

*' all his ridicule at the abufive repre-

«* fentations of Chriflianity, in order to

*' throw contempt on the very idea of a

** divine revelation. We have agreed in

*' pulling down the abfurdity, but have

** differed widely about eflabiifhing the

*• reality." You, his friends, who highly

elleemed and honoured him, and who

are fully apprized of the clearnefs and

propriety of thefe his diflindions, will not

forget his folid reafonings, nor lofe the

con-
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convidllons which they wrought iri youi*

minds, but by refledtion on the one, will

give ftrength and permanence to the

other. With your faith you will alfo

unite thofe feveral virtues and graces of

charadler, which he taught from the pul-»

pit and enforced by his example in pri-

vate; that you, like him, may, in the

teftimony of confcience, enjoy that noble

fruit of integrity, which time will im-

prove, but accident can never blaft.

Finally, The inftrud:ion of the apoftle

and the preferit call of Providence ex-

tend to us all. They powerfully exhort

—to fidelity in our feveral ftations, pub-

lic or private—to that honefty of principle

and reditude of condud:—that undifTem-

bled piety and inflexible virtue—that de-

votion of mind, in the performance of all

the external duties of religion, and that

juft dealing in our worldly tranfadtions :

in a word, they loudly admonifh us to

cultivate that fimplicity and godly fince-

rity, w^hich are the fprings of true good-

nefs.
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nefs, and the beft fecurity to the regular

pradice of it—which form the charadter

of the upright man and the real Chriflian,

and which will make us happy in our-

felves and ufeful to others—So fhall both

minifters and people rejoice together here,

and the teftimony of our confcience be

finally confirmed and honoured with the

plaudit of our merciful Lord and Mailer,

the appointed judge of quick and dead,

in that all-enlivening fentence. Well done

^

good and faithful fervants, enter ye into

thejoy ofyour Lord^ ', and God grant that

this may be the honour and happinefs of

us all. Amen.

s Matt. XXV. 23.
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THE
FUNERAL ORATION.

r-p"^ H E moft cafual furvey of thofc

; JL numerous manfions of the dead,

which this place exhibits to our view,

muft have a natural tendency to infpire

fome degree of ferioufnefs and recolle(flion

even into the moft thoughtlefs and inat-

tentive. The tombs around us proclaim,

in the moft emphatic terms, that // is

given unto all men once to die. Nor can

any be wholly infenfible, that as thefe

graves are filled with the remains of our

fellow-creatures, fome of them perhaps

once our friends, it cannot be long before

we alfo muft defcend into the fame dreary

habitations. The various fcenes of life

are, indeed, perpetually pointing out to

us, that our refidence here is only tem-

porary. Asfor man, his days are as grafs,

as
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as a flower of the field, fij
he flourljheth -,

the la'md. pi{ffeth over it, and it is gone,

and the place thereoffpall know it no more.

Whatever may be the pofleffions, what-

ever the attainments of human beings,

they muft all in a few years quit this

fcene of ad:ion, and launch into the re-

gions of futurity. This is the inevitable

lot of all, of the poor and of the rich,

of the weak and of the powerful, of the

ignorant and of the learned. No age, no

fex, no rank or dignity, is exempted

from the general decree. Whoever thou

art, whatever thy lituation, thy charadter,

or thy circumftances, T)uft thoy, art, and

unto duft thou jhalt return.

We are now aflembled to commit to

the iilent grave, the body of our late re-

verend, and departed friend and brother.

Dr. Caleb Fleming, who fuftained, for

many years, with much reputation, the

charatfter of a Proteftant Diflenting Mi-

nifler in this metropolis. He hath fi-

nifhed his labours, and is gone to make
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Up his account with his great Malieii

with his and our common Lord. Inde-

fatigable in the purfuit of truth, and zea-

lous in the promotion of what he appre-

hended to be fo, he fpent the greater part

of a long life in the duties of the minifle-

rial office. A very large portion of his

time, for a confiderable feries of years>

Was entirely appropriated to the ftudy of

divinity, and to thofe parts of knowledge

which are immediately connedled with

it ; other ftudies engaged comparatively

little of his attention ; theology was at

once his buiinefs and his pleafure. Or-

dinary amufements and modes of relaxa-

tion were little adapted to his tafte. For

though he had naturally great chearful-

nefs of temper^ yet the gravity of the Di-

vine eminently predominated in his cha-

ra(5ter. Of the rights of confcience he

was a warm and refolute alTertor; and

ever oppofed, with a manly indignation,

all invaiions of the right of private judg-

ment. He was a Proteftant> and a Pro-

E teftant
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teftant DilTenter, from inquiry, and upon

principle. He engaged in the purfuit of

truth with perfeverance, and with ardour;

and thofc who differed from him in opi-

nion could not queftion his fincerity, if

they were under the influence of candour,

or of equity. He had refufed liberal

offers to enter into the eftablifhment, and

fuch as, in the circumflances he then was,

he muft have accepted, had he been in-

fluenced by lucrative views. But his

integrity was unqueflionable j and he

delivered his opinions in the pulpit, with

fo much ferioufnefs and energy, and fuch

a degree of opennefs and franknefs, as

naturally impreffed his auditors with a

flrong conviction of his lincerity. He
paid no regard to ellablifhed fyftems, and

confidered the interpofition of human

power and authority in matters of religion,

as the principal fource of the corruptions

in Chriflianity. This fentiment, which

is certainly well grounded, he was ex-

tremely folicitous to inculcate, both in

I his

i
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his preaching, and in his writings. His

ferioufnefs and piety, the uprightnefs of

his character and condudl, the abilities

which he difplayed as a preacher, and his

many private and fecial virtues, procured

him many refpedable friends, and enti-

tled him to general efleem. Towards the

clofe of his life, he was rendered incapa-

ble of the public exercife of his miniilry,

by bodily weaknefs and difeafe. But even

then a remarkable chearfulnefs and vi-

vacity were often obfervable in him, till

the powers of nature became nearly ex-

haufted, and his enfeebled frame an-

nounced his approaching diflblution. As

a man, he was an objedt of much regard

and efteem ; and as a divine, and a dili-

gent inquirer after religious truth, let his

numerous publications fpeak for him.

But the true deiign of funeral addreiTes

of this kind, is, not chiefly to do honour

to the dead, but to benefit the living ; to

iawaken a fenfe of that common morta-

lity, to which we are all fubjedl; and

E 2 which.
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which, neverthelefs, human beings are

too apt to forget. The ihortnefs of hu-

man life, though it is one of thofe obvious

truths of which none can be ignorant, is

yet too feldom pradically rojnembered.

The generality live as if this were to be

the whole of their exiftence : they are

anxious to procure the advantages, the

conveni^ncies, and the enjoyments of the

prefent life 3 but they make little provi-

fion for futurity.

Far different fliould be the condudt of

Chriftians ; and far different will be their

condud:^ if the principles of the religion

they profefs have their proper effedt.

They Ihould live by faith : an habitual

perfuafion of the reality and importance

of the great truths of the Gofpel ihould

influence their whole condud:. If fenti-

nients like thefe have made a deep and

]ufl: impreiHon on our hearts, terreffrial

objeds will appear comparatively of little

importance. What was it that led the

earlierprofefforsof Chriftianity to undergo

2 every
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every fufferlng, every preflure of diilrefs,

€very calamity that human power could

bring upon them, with patience, with fe-

renity, with the mofl heroic fortitude?

It was that faith in the great truths of

religion, in the infinitely-momentous doc-

trines of the Gofpel, which made them

confider all temporary fufferings as tri-

vial, compared with the future and im-

mortal blelTednefs which Chrift had fet

before them. They had refpeSl. imto the.

recompenfe of reward. They were ani-

mated by the profpeds which the author

and iiniflier of our faith had fet before

them. ¥/e profefs the fame religion, and

fhould be influenced by the fame princi-

ples ', and if this be in reality the cafe,

it will be productive in us of a fimilar

condud. We fhall then think nothing

of fo much importance to us, as to obtain

the favour and approbation of our great

Judge, We fhall then look not chiefly

at thofe things which are feeUy and which

are temporal y but at the things which are

not fcen, and which are eternal,

E
3

One
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One of the moft mournful fcenes in

human life, is that of taking our laft

farewell of thofe whom we have long

loved and efteemed, and who are about

to defcend into the grave. But this fepa-

ration would be rendered much more

painful, were it not for the profpeds

which religion fets before us. This is

our great confolation, when we are de-

prived of our virtuous and pious friends

by death, that on their departure from

this world, the righteous are removed to

mour\t Zioiiy to the city of the living God,

to the heavenly ferufalem ; to an innume-

rable company of a?2gels, to the general

aj'embly and church of the frjl-born, to

God the judge of ally to the fpirits ofjujl

jnen made perfeSi, and to fefus, the medi-

ator of the New Covenant. Sentiments

and views like thefe will naturally alle-

viate the diftrefsful reflexions which may

arife in the breafls of the furviving rela-

tives of our late honoured and departed

friend, in confequence of the lofs which

]yy his death they have fuftained.

Deatl>
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Death puts an end to all our temporal

pares, to all our temporal purfuits, to all

(Our temporal enjoyments ; but it puts not

an end to our being. We quit this fcene;

but we are removed to another infinitely

more important. What will be our fitu-

ation there, is an inquiry of all others

the mofl intereiling. Can there be one

around me indifferent, what will be his

future allotment, what the fentence which

he fhall receive at the bar of the Al-

mighty ? It is impoffible. Nothing but

grofs and fliameful inattention to the great

truths of religion, can conceal from us

their importance.

When we leave thefe manfions of the

dead, let not thofe falutary impreffions be

wholly loft, which may on this occafion

}iave been excited. As we know, that

we are mortal ; as we know, that a few

years will put a period to our temporal

exiftence ; let us improve the time with

which we may yet be favoured by the all-

gracious Author of our being; let us cul-

tivate
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tivate all the virtues which fliould adorn

the Chriflian charadter, and by which our

divine Mafler himfelf was fo illuftrioufly

diftinguifhed. At the laft day, when the

trumpet of the archangel fhall found,

when all who are in their graves {hall hear

the voice of the Son of God, it will then

be of infinite importance to us, what part,

what character we ihall have fuftained, what

fliall have been the general tenor of our

condu6l, in the prefent world. It will then

be of infinite importance to us, whether

we fhall be numbered among the righteous

or the wicked j among thofe who have

ftrvcd God, or thofe who have ferved him

not. Let us then fix our views upon the

end of life ; and be induced, by the cer-

tainty of its approach, fincerely and dili-

gently to keep the commandments of God.

Then may we rejoice in hope, that f^is

corruptible body fiall put on incorriiptio?iy

and that this mortal fiall put on immorta-

Uty, Acnen.

The
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The following is a Lift of -mofl of the

Pieces publiflied by the late Reverend

Caleb Fleming, D. D.
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