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T hank{giving Sermon, &.
Preachd Septcmber 2th. 1704.

A

]EREMIAH §0. 22, 23.

4 Sound of Battel is in the Land, and of great
Deftruction, 1 1
How 15 the Hammer of the whole Earth cut afun-
der and broken ! How is Babylon become 4’ De-

 folation among the Nations !

™\ Hanks be to the Goodnefs of :Divine Provi-

: dence, that we are met,” my Brethred,
this Day together, on a very Happy, very

Joyful Occafion : Met here, to blefs God, "

and to congratulate one another, for a Publick
Mercy, a very great and gracious Mercy to shefe
Kingdoms, and a common Good to all Europe; T
can mean nothing lefs, than the late Glorious Vi-
¢tory . obtained over the Fremch and Bavarians in
Conjunttion, for the Ravage and Ruine of the Ew-
pire, and for the Oppreffion and Conqueft of ma-
ny other States and Kingdoms :' Aniabfolute Vi-

Gory
902857
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&ory obtain’d by the Forces of Her MAJESTY
and Her Allies, under the Command of a Wife
and Valiant Enxglifb Subje&t; to his own Immortal
Praife, to the perpetnal Honour.of our Nation, to
the Redemption of Germany,: to the better: Secari-
ty of our own Rights and Religion, to the mighty
Relief of the. Proteffant Intereftabroad, to the
greateft Lofs and Reproach that perhaps was ever
yet fuffered by the Common Enemy ; and we hope
and truft, to the general Welfare and Happinefs -of
all our Neighbouring Nations.  Glory be to God on
High! .

It is in memory of this {pecial and fignal Favour
of the Lord of Hofts, that by her Majelty's Piety
and Wifdom, This Day is fet apart for our folemn
Gratitude, our Publick Joy, and our devout Thank(-
giving .to Almighty God, in all poffible ways of
exprefling onr unanimous Satisfattion, our univer-
{al Gladnefs. The moft proper way of doing this
is to follow the Precept and the fplendid Example
of our Gracious Sovereign the Queer, is to aflem-
-ble our-felves together 1n the Houfes of God, and
bere 'at his' Altars to offer’ up our Prayers and
Praifes; as 'the be(k of Sacrifices, and ‘moft accepta-
ble in' his Sight.! Here'® jointly in the Great Con-
gregationito be . juft and thankful; ““ to adere and
** magnify, that moft gracious Providence, which
t¢ hath{fo marvelloufly difappointed ‘the Prefump-
“Ftion)of lourEnemies , 'and given us a Vittory
“¢ exceeding not' only. our Merits,  but our very
 Hopes‘and Expetations. ,

1t "has been, 'my. Fellow-Chriftians, the very In.
{in& of Mankind, the Voice of Nature in them, ‘to

rejoice
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rejoice at the remarkable Defeat’ of their Pablick
" Enemies. - It was hence the old Heathens did cele--
brate every mnotable, Victory with all, imaginable
demonfirations of Content ‘and Fulnefs of -Joy : .,
They had their Flaming Altars, their Crowns of ,
Laurel, their Triumphant Chariots, their Magnifi .
eent Proceffions, their Mufical Applaufes, and eve-
ry thing that:could fet forth the Pomp- and the ;
Noife of an Univerfal Exultation, - Nay, and they,:
blind Souls} - They did all this with the Forms and,;
Ceremonies of Publick Devotion ;5 they beganeve-:
ry Trinmph with the Thoughts of Religion ;- for,
when the happy General gave the Senate an Account;
of any Glorious: Victory obtain’d,. He. concluded |
his Letter with defiring- the favour. of a Supplicatio
or Publick- Thankfgiving. ' .
And all This-was.a Tradition, as it were, -receivs
ed from the People of God 5 this Pra&ice in effet;
had been fanitified by no lefs than a Divine Infti-
tution, The Scriptures of the Old Teftament have,
recorded-many folemn:Returns of, Joy and Thank(-,
giving unto God for fending: Succefs and Vicory,
over Enemies. ' We find Abrabam upon every Pro-cun. r3.
vidential- Mercy building an- Altar. nnto the Lord %
or Planting a Grove for a Memorial of God’s Lov-c.», ,,.
ing kindnefs to. Him. - Jfaze for :the. Blefling, of 33.
Peace and- Safety had his Fesf of  Joy : And,}aa;‘,”' o
cob: had: his: Pillar and his Oil of gladnefs. " Thegen. 8.
firft. Eminent, Victory which the JIfraclites (as a’®
People and a.Nation) did. obtain, was that over.
PBbharaoh-and. his. Hoft -in ithe Bed Sea s .and im-
mediately there were Publick Rejoicings for it
there was Miriavs the Prophetefs.mith a. Timbrel ingey, 55,
- (£
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Fudg. 4
15.

Judg, 5.

Her Hand, and all the Women after Her with Tim-
brels and with” Dances : There was Mofes and the
Childien of Ifrael with a' Song or - Compofed Form
of Thank(giving, beginning thus, I will Siug unto
the Lord, for He bath triumphed Glorionfly, the
Horfe and his Rider bath He thrown into the Sea,
and {o on. Who is like unto thee, O Lord amongft
the Gods V' Who is like thee, Glorious in Holynefs,
Fearfill in Praifes,” Doing Wonders | But let us
look only into the Firfé Leffor appointed for this
Morning Service : We fee there, that: when De-
borab, the Glory of Her Sex, when SHE judged
Ifrael, and was compelld to a2 War with Fabix
King of Caraar 5 She chofe for the Leader of Her
Army Barak the Son of Abinoam, and fent him
out to meet Sifera the Captain of “Fabin's Hoft ¢
And upon’ ari Engagement, tho’ the' Numbersand
the Place were an advantage to - the Enemy, yet
all their Hoft war difcomfived with the Edge of the
Sword’ before Barak.’ -Multitudes’ were flain upon
the Spot :'Many ' of the flying Troops were drown-
<d ‘i’ the’ River Kifhon, andthe reft were taken
Captive: Sifere’ the Chief Captain' thamefully fled
away, but the' Lord [old him imbo the Hand of «
Woman, ’

Now' after” all ‘this Glory -gain’d ' by Barek for
his Sovereign ' Lady Deborab, and his Native Coun-
try Ifraels there was a ‘Day of Joy and Thankf:
giving fet apart for thofe’ Happy Tidingss Nay,
and a Solemn Form of Thank(giving Compofed
and' Sung on that’ glad‘ O¢calion : For fuch muft
be' the fenfe' of the firlt Verfe, Ther Sang Debo-
tah ‘and' Barak the'Son of Abinoam on that ‘Duy

Jaying,
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Saping; —Then and on’ that Day ‘muft be a {olemn-
ly fixt and appointed Day : And their' Devorion
follows in a Publick Form, Praife se the Lord for
the avenging of Ifrael, &ec. It feems, one Subjed of
their Praife” 'was the Happine(s of Ifrael uwnder a
Female - Adminiftration, ver. 7.\ The Dibabitants of
the Villages cedfed, they ceafed in rael; wntel that* T
Deborah arofe, I arofe a Mother #n lracl. - Ago-
ther ‘Subje& of their Joy was the taking a vaft
‘Multitude of Prifoners, ver. 12. Awake, Awake, De-
borah, arife Barak ! Awd lead thy Captivity captive,
thou Son of Abinoam! And again, a frefh Argument
of Joy was the putting to flight fo many of their
Horfemen, - and pufhing them into the River Ki-
Jhon, ver. 21. The River of Kilthon fwept them away,
that Antient River, the River Kithon. O my Soxl,
thoy baft trodden down Strength 5 Then were the
Horfe-boofs broken by the means of the Prasfings, the
Pranfings' of the urighty emes. "For- thefe Noble
Acls, it was fit and jult to Celebrate the Con-
dut and the Courage of the Fewifh Army, ver. g,
My Heart is toward the Governours of rael, that
offered themfelves willingly among the People, ver. 18,
A People that jeoparded their Lives unto Deatly in
the High Places of the Ficld. Way, and among other
things, it could not be altogether forgotten, that
God blefled Ifrael with this Noble Viftory, ‘tho’
they were too much a People at variance, and ‘a
divided Nation s tho’.all the Tribes had not the
fame Affetion for their own Ifrael 5 tho' fome re-
fufed to affit in the common Caufe 5 and be.
tray’'d their unnatural good wifhes to the common
‘Enemy, ver. '1§. For the Divifions of Reuben ‘there

B were
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were great tbongbt} of Heart 5 and again, ﬁr the Di-

vifions of Reuben there were great fearchings of
.Hélrt, &}:./ But the Conclufion of allfwas to pra;
God, that He would continue the Prefervation,
and increafe the Vi&ories of Ifrael, ver. 31. So let
all thine Enemies perifp, O Lords but let them that
love thee be as the Sun, whken he goeth forth in his
wight, '

% have thus willingly run over the Hiftory of
Deborah and Her General Barak, on a double Ac-
count. Firft, To fhew the Antient and.Laudable
Cuftom of the People of God, in appomting Days
of ‘Thankfgiving, and: preparing Songs of Tri-
umpb, -for any great Deliverance, and above all,
for any Horiourable Viftory obtain'd in a jult and
neceflary War. Secondly, To confirm: your good
Opinion of the Wifdom of our Governours; in
direting and adapting this Soxzg, this Divine Hymn
of Deborah and Barak, to be read to you for a
Proper Leffor on' this Day : For there be in it re-
ally fuch Strokes of Refemblance to the late Glo-
rious: Action, and fo many Lines running parallel
to our now happy Condition ; that the whole
Chapter feems not barely a Hiffory of what then
hapned, but likewife a fort of Prophecy of what is
now again come to pafs. The fame things are as
it were fulfilled in our Ears, and the prefent Ge-
neration has feen the Noble Works, O God, which
shou haft done in theit Days, as well as in the old
Time before them., :

But in thefe thoughts we are led away from the
Text, and 1 had almoft forgotten to refume a Me-
thod of Difcourfe upon it. It would indeed be

. excufable
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excufable for Joy to be lefs exa& in keeping to
Method and Order: Joy rather admits of the
Loofnefs of a little Rapture and a lictle, Tranf:
port 5 for if it were too much confined and li-
mited to Rule and clofe Method, it would feem
to have Artifice in it, It would be lefs, what it
ought to be, a true Nutural Joy. .
The words of the Text are thefe, A Sound of
Buttel in the Land, and of great Deftruction. How
is the Hammer of the whole Earth cut afunder and
broken ! How js Babylon become a Defolation among
the Nations ! s
Seafonable Words, that may come forth to meet
and and to welcome our Thoughts on this Day 2
For the good Occafion.of this-Day’s Solemnity is
owing. 5. o1 .

I. To a“ Battel and the Sound of it : A Baisel
fought and work'd out with the greatett Condud,
Pravery and Refolution : A Batzel not begun upon
Surprize, or with any litile Stratagem of Wars
but*with a Noon-day defiance of the Enemy, and.
a Generous open Affault of them ¢ A Baitel won,
not over a foft and effeminate Army difpofed to
flight, or accuftomed to yield 5 but over veterane
Troops, over the Flower of the two Armies of.
the great King and the perfidious Prince. A Bat-,
fel therefore not cafily obtain’d, not at the firft
blow, not at a repcated attempt or two 5 but the
Prize of Sweat and Refolution, advancing by flow,
and' fure Degrees s difputing {tep by ftep 5 endu-
ring'a Repulfe, and yet fcorning a Retrears. fiill,
Rallying and Reinforcing, till the greater Difficulty

B 2 made
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madé up the greater Glory. For by this means it
was a Battle nor won by halves, not leaving any
Queftion: to which fide the*Vi&tory inclined 5 but
a Vitory determin'd, and made abfolute and ac-
complifh'd to the laft degree, beyond any Inftance
of “this’ latter Age.

L There may well be faid to be 4 Sownd of fuch
a Baitle': For, asIfa. 9. 5. Every. Battle of the War-
rionr ‘is with confufed Noile, and Garments rolled.in-
Blsodk. * That dreadful and ditra&ing. Noife - was
(Thanks to God) afar off from Us, and our quiet
Habitations:' It did not pierce thro’ our own Ears
and Hearts 5 yet withia that Scene of A@ion, moft
horrible muft needs have been the tumultaous. Con-
fufion 5~ the colle&tion of Sourds all harfh and hi-
deous; the lond Inftruments of War, and the clath-
ing of Weapons 5 the Clamours of Command, the-
Murmiurs of Diforder, the Impetnoufnefs of Cou-
rage and Revenge ; the Terrors of Flight, and the-
ficrce Motions of Purfuits the Shrieks of the Waound-
ed, the Sighing of the Prifoners, the Groans of
the Dying, Oh! fuch a rending and amazing
Sound, as can hardly be expref'd by any Image
but that of the Lefi Day, the Day of the Lord,
i thé which the Heavens [hall pafs away’ with a
%eqt Noife, and the Elements fhall reelt with fervent.

czeat..

And tho' we (I fay) at a fafe and happy diftance:
were delivered from the immediate Impreflion of
that Sound of Battel; yet the Report of it hasalready
gone into- all Lands, and mult {oon reach wunto the-
endsof the Werld : And it will every wheie proclaim.

; the-
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the €hame and Reproach of our Enemies; and the
Honour and Glory of our Englifb-Nation: q

Nay, the irrefiftible Sound could not be kept back
from the Seat of Tyranny, the Court of Framee::
How ungrateful to the Ears of that Moenarch !’ How
incredible at firft, and afterwards how amazigg and
confounding ! forhe had been rarely fhock’d with
unwelcome. News ; he had been long entertain’d:
with {mooth Relations of the Glory of his Arms,
of Battles won, of Towns furrender’d, of Provinees
fubdu’d, and even of Kingdoms caught by Guile..
To be told now of his invincible Troops uttésly bro-
ken, tho’ fuperior in number, and boafting in their-
advantage of the Place, yet witerly brokens a Part
that dared to ftand; faiz by the Sword 5 a Pary that
attempted to efcape, pr/h'd nto the Danube s, a-Pagt
that cou’d not offer to efcape, ¢when Priloners 5 and:
among thirteen hundred Officers, the General him-
felf a Captive, whe (if he have the Spirit of Gal-
lantry formerly afcribed to him) muft think his Life,
when it is ail that was left, ‘au ignominieus Burden.
to him = It isa new Tryal of his Courage to for-
vive the Lofles of the Field, of his owa Liberty,
and of his Mafter’s Honour.

1L -Obferve, Thirdly, this Sound of Battle 1s faid
to be i the Land, 1. e. inthe Endmy’s own Country,.
inthe Land of the Chaldeans, ver.9; The Affersbly of
great Nations from the North-Country. bad.come up
againft Babylon : A Confederate Army, wbo did not.
fray at a fafer- diftance, to receive their Epemies s
bur went home to them, fought them:on theirown:
Ground, and took poficffion of their whole Coun~
trys,
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try, asthe lawful Prize of ‘Conqueft. - It was fome-
what like'in the Inltance now betore us, inthe vidto-

‘rious Battle, which we this Day celebrate. Thanks

be'to God, it was in’ a ftrange'Land, on the Bor-
ders of an’ Enemies Country.’ « What an infinite
Mercy’tis, that our own Exglifp Ground is: free from
the Stains of Blood, and oot yet drawn into any
pare of the difmal Scene of War. “Thofe our Ad-
verfaries, who have long bore a Tyrannows Hate a-
gainft us, they once came ‘very near unto us, they
brought over theitr Arms to'Ireland, and for a fea-
fon made that poor Ringdom a Theatre of fad Con-
fufion : Nay, and they threatned to come nearer,
and into the mid{t of us: They infulted our Eng-
lifb Coafts, and’ were preparing 'a Defcent or two
upon them; * But I think, by God’s> gracious Mer-
¢y, ‘thofe Dangers: of Invafion are now vanithed
away 5 thofe‘who would invite ‘em, can hardly
now expect ‘em : They have nor dar'd for many Years
to fhew a Fleet in our Channel; they only featter
forth their: private Robbers to infeft our Trade. |-
Secare (I fay) from their Armies treading onour
Native Land 5 we have fat ftill, and (blefs'd be God)
have flept in Quiet: Wehave had the Enjoyments
promifed to peaceabletimes, of ftting every Man under
his Vire, and under bis Fig-Tree's and noné to make us
afraid. And, Oh! what a Happinesitis; if we knew
buthow to value it, that our owa dear Country is not
the Seat of War! That while the:Sword hath its Com.
miffion to go throigh all other Lands,in oursitis (heath-
ed and preferved pure from Blood ! We hardly can
imagine the dreadful Floods of Mifery, that break in
sipon every Place where Armies make their long
Campaign :
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Campaign,: -The Frights and Tumults of Alarming_
and: Sarprizing ; the Spoil and Rapine of Foraging

and Plund’ring 5 the perpetual Plagues of Fire, and
Sword, and Famine, and perbaps of Peftilential Sick-
ne(s : Ohl theyare not to beexprefs'd, but by thofe

poor People who have felc them 5 pray God we ne-.

ver feel them! Had thofe valt Armies been to move
and to ravage in the Bowels of ourown Country,
what Defolation, Anguifh, and Woe muft have
march’'d along. with them! The Judgment repre-
fented by the Prophet made vifible to us, Foe! 2.
1, 2, 3. Lie Inbabitants of the Land would have trent~
bled at the ftrong People fet in Battle Array : - A Fire
would have devoured before them, and bebind them a
Flame burning. This our Land, as 2 Gardenof Eden
before them 5 and bebind them a defolate Wildernefs,
yea and nothing could efcape them.  Had any part of
this our Ifland been the Seat of the late Attion, the
Field of that dreadful Barctle s the greateft Saccefs
could hardly have countervailed our Suffering: No !
here at Home, the like glorious Viftory had in a
manner been our Ruine.  The more Confolation and
Joy to us, that our Arms were carried abroad, to
remoter Regions, not to expett an Enemy, but to
meet them, to find ’em, to perfue ’em. Our Arms
now carried farther than our brave Anceftorsconld
ever bear them : They indeed of old fhot our Ar-
rows in the Vineyards of France : They more late-
ly help’d to redeem the Netherlands, to relieve Por-
tugal, to preferve Flanders, aud ftept over to all the
adjacent Parts of Europe, for the fervice of keeping
or reftoring the Balance of it : But never till Now,
did our Englifb Troops pafs the Ccean, the Rbixe,

the
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the Dawnbe 3 and feek out, asit were, a new World
to conquer : Never till Now, were our Englifh Ban-
qiers dilplay'd in the remoter Corgers of Germany,
and there the drooping Eagle vifited and reliev’d
by ‘the genefox‘JsBriﬁjh Lions: This is'the peculiar
Glory of the prefent Reign, and will beim all Ages
an Immortal Honour to.the Exglifh Name. 1

1V. But to keep to the Words of the Text, from
the Sound of  Bastel in the Land , let us pal on]
Fouribly, to that of great Deftruition. ' A Sound of
Battcl in the Land, and of greqt Neftruition.

The Battle now frefh upon onr Minds was a' Bas-
tel of greater Deftrution, than perhaps any within
the Memory of Man, or the Hiftory’ of modern
Times. Forit is well known how our Enemies of
late have declined all® decifive Battles s have ftu-
died to make War the Art of not fighting : ‘If any
equal Force came out againft them, then they took
Refuge in fome’ {tronger Holds 5 then they fought
out Incampment and Intrenchment, and Sufpénee
and Evafion, ‘to ‘weary out their Enemies,’ 2nd ‘to
watch for  the, fecret Opportunities ‘of 'Mifchief.
It has been owning to this delatory Craft, that
in.a long depending War , we could never have
the join’d Iffue’ of former Ages, we could never
have one determining Blow 5 but as it were occafio-
nal Rencoanters, begun upon Surprize, and ended
with Retreat, 'no great Lofs or Gain.  And {uchno
doubt was the. wife Intention of our Enemies before
their late. Defeat :, When their Forces were con-
join’d, they thought again' to play with the War,
or meerly’ to carry on the Trade of . it & They

chofe
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chofeout an advantagious Camp, and ‘wrapt up them:
felvesin fnch fafety, that their General (then at Li:
berty) defy’d thé Exglifb Troops advancing towards
him, and offered in a deriding Boaft to ke “« way
for them: But it is not'good ro'inflt the w_eakéé 7
Enemy - : When Senacherib, “the proud King of ‘Affja: K. 19.
rie, fent out Rabfbakeb to revile the Péople ofiifal
dab, and therein to reproach the Living God; ‘thén
was the deftruction ‘of his “Army neareft ar hand:
So here, the proad-Jeft' was {poil'd-; ' the Englifh
and their Afiociates' wanted no way, bat what they
could themfelves find” or ‘make 3 -they ficeded’ no
taunting Invitarion to bring then on 3 ‘a voluntary
Courage and a firm Refolution carried them thro’
the moft diflicult Accefs, fupporting them over' Ri-
vers, Morafles, Lanes, and Trenches 3 in the Mouth
of Cannon, and the mid(t of Fire 3 fearing no Op=
pofition, and knowing no Repulfes till they came
off abfolute Conquerors. :

And then at lalt how great was the Deéftruction !
What Heaps of Slain ! What Crouds of ‘Captives!
What' Harry and Confufion of the- flying Troops!
What'a double Viffory over two formidable ‘Ar-
mies elaborately join’d together ! One of them en-
tirely broken to pieces 5 the other of them mifera-
bly {hatter’d and put to flight : One General a Pri-
foner,’ the other in effett a Deferter and a Fagitive’
The fenced Cities fiing for ProteGtions “and ‘the
whole Province, we hope, by thistime reduced to
its due Obedience, its feudal Subjection to the Em-
pire. Let us not {éem to glory, tho’ upon fo greit
a Reafon for it 5’ Let hinm-that glorieth, glory in*the
-Lord's ‘in Praife‘and ' Than(giving render’d to the

C Foun-
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tain of all Goodnels and Mercy. But this mult be
acknowledg’d, that our Publick Accounts of this Vi-
&ory have been very juft and faithful : Nay, our
Exprefles of it have been modeft, and rather onthe
Referve 5 even contrary to the common nature of
good News : For Joy and Triumph are apt to exalt
Men, and to make them a little exceeding, a little
extravagant in their firlk report of matters 5 {0 that
Allowance and -Abatement muft be generally mades
the firlt Relation flieth high, and maoft fink into
Truth by degrees, . But'in the cafe of our prefent
glad Tidings, we were not at all deceived or dif-
appointed in the moft early Informations given to-
us : Nay, it is very obfervable, the firlt Accounts
have. been fo far from needing to drop or diminifh
any part of ‘em, that the frefher Reports have ftill
bronght the better News, and the Succefs proves
every day greater and greater. A fignal Inftance of
the Wifdom and true Magnanimity of our Englifh
General, who had rather do Great Things than {peak
them, who cangain a Vittory, and yet not boaft ‘of
it 5 who in the fame day can conquer his Enemies
and Himfelf, keeping his Virtue for its belt Reward.
It falls under every one’s notice, who turns over the
publick Papers, that the Letters which have becn
wrote from Princes and States to our vidorious Ge-
neral, have founded great, and have juftly extoll'd
the mighty, mighty A&ion: But thefe Exprefles
which He himfelf has fent to any of them, have
been plain matter of Fa&t, with no Comment up-
on Himfelf 5 only with due acknowledgment. of
the Bravery of our Men, and of the Blefling of
God. Burt-if we had rather believe the Report. of
¥ our
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our Enemies, we may go and learn frcm them the
Merit of their own fuffering Caufe, the Greatnefs of
their own Deftrution. Theyhave never been over-
fparing in the magnifying of their own Advantages;
and are not likely to be over and above ingenuous
in the Confeffion of their own Lofles : And: yer,
1 think, they themfelves confefs the Lofs of above
Forty Thoufand Men : A Number of it felf fufficient
for a vaflt Army, or at leaft for a prodigious Over-
throw ! As Joel 3. 14. Multitudes, Multitudes inthe
Valley of Decifion. PO %

V. Letusgoon to a Fifth Confideration of the
Text, not foreign to the occafion of the Day, and
that is in thefc Words, How js the' Hammer of the
whole Barth cut afunder andbroken !

~ Of ‘whom fpeaketh the Prophet? Of Nebuchads
nexzar the Affyriaz’ Monarch, the King of Babylon.
He who, wer. 17. had broken the Bones of 1frael. He
who, ver. 29. had been proud againft the Lord and
his People. A gtievous Inltrument of Oppreffion and
Perfecution, ver. 33. A’ farious Promoter of Super-
Jtition and Idolatry, ver. 38. A perfe& Devourer and
Swallower up of all about him, Chap. 51. 34. Such
a Tyrant at home, fuch a common Enemy abroad,
was here by the Holy Spitit call’d, The Hammer of
the ‘whole Earth, an Inftrument of Mifchief, of fore
bruifing, and of breaking in pieces.

The fame Holy Spirit has often reprefented the
pernicious Difturbers and Deftroyers of Mankind by
fuch fort of Metaphors, that denote them to be the
Tools and Engines of doing violence upon the Earth;
cven the Inftruments that God’s own hand maket}:

C~2 ; ufe
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¢ of ‘m corre@ing. finful Nations : Thus by the
Prophet 1faiah faith God, O 4ffjrian, the Rod of niine
Anger, and the Staff in their hand is my Indignation,
i.e, 'wicked Princes ‘are made the Execurioners of
Divine Vengeance upon a rebellious People.  The
Lord of 'Holts takes up f{uch Weapons againft his
Adverfaries, tho' the Weapons themfelves know not
to what ufe they are employ’d : Here this Rod and
Staff of Indiguation was fent againft an_ hypocritical
Nation, and'againft the People of God's Wrath, to take
she Spoil, and to take the Prey, andto treadthems down
like the Mire of the Streets 5 howbeit the Tool was
ignorant of being made a Tool, ver. 7. Howbeit ke
meaneth not [o, neither doth, his Heart think [o 5
but it is 'in his Heart to deftroy, aud to cut off Na-
tions not g few. As this Affjrian Monarch, for vex-
ing the Neighbeuring Nations, . was called a Rod, a
Staff, ‘a Hammer 5 {0 the Medes and Perffans, who
foon after reduc’'d and deltroy’d this mighty Mo-
narch, they likewife are reprefented as the Armory of
an ncenfed - God,, Chap. 51.° 20. Thor art my Battle-
Ax and Weapons of War 5 with thee will 1 break in
pieces the Nations, with thee will 1 deftroy Kingdoms,
- &c.  And in after Ages, thofe cruel Tyrants who
diftarb’d the Peace of Mankind, and turp’d the World
as it were upfide down 3 they were look’d upon asthe
Artillery of Heaven, the Engines of Divine Wrath :
For fo themoft Pagan A:rila who broke like a Tor-
rent into [rly, and made havock of the Chriftian
Church, he was fenfibly ftiled Flagelum Dowini, the
Scourge of the Lord to chaftize a wicked Generation. -
Now cerrainly, if any one Prince can_deferve
the Iike Tile, i is He over whofe vanquifh’d Le-
gions
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gions ‘we this Day Triumpht He who has been fo
long the very Hammer of thé Barth, comifually
exercis'd in f{triking blows and wounds upon the
reft of Europe. Let there be a Revereuce dueto
Crowned Heads, how ill foever they reprefent the
God of Equity and Mercy. 'Bav is not’ this a -
Truth to be decently own'd ? That no one Mo-
narch of thefe latter Ages ever yet exerted a more
boundlefs Ambition, or ever yet affeted a more
exorbitant Power 5 ever fo much oppreft. ‘his Sub-
jects,” invaded his' Neighbours, andlaboured to
put the World out of Courfe. Were we'to trace
his Reign from the  Pyrescan Treaty, wherein He -
renounc’'d the Spawifh Monarchy, to the late pre-
‘tended Will and Teftament, by which Hefeis'd its .
what fhould we allalong find, but'Breach of Faith, -
and Ufurpation of other’s Property "and Right 2 -
‘And for this end, violated Leagues, and renewed
Quarrels 3 then again feigned Treaties to gather
Strength for other open Ruptures : Then a Sur-
prize or a ‘Purchafe of what was to be called a
Conqueft, and fo on in perpetual Broils and De-
{ftruction. s : :
What ‘a Diftratted Condition is all' Exrope now=
in? How has the whole Face of it been: covéred
with Confufion ?- And whom has God permitted.
to be the Author of it? Who hath f{tricken Spaiz
into the convulfions of a divided Kingdom, and:a
difputed Right > Who has brought the. foreign
Armies into Jtaly, and made that Garden of: the
World a Spoil and a Prey:-to Strangers, while the .
Inhabitants have ‘nothing to do in the Quarrel,
buat to fuffer by ‘it 5. and. while the. States and -
Princes -
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Princes have been made afraid to declare, or to
defehd themfelves ? Who has put Sevey once more
upon it’s neceffary Guard, and made that Prince
juftly prefer a Self-Prefervation before: the Alli-
ances of Marriage? Who has brought Flazders un-
der a Yoke of new dependence and unwonted
fubje&tion ? Who has attempted to rend off Bava-
ria from its feudal Relation to the Empire ; and
has drawn in that unhappy Prince to betray his
Honour, his Family and bis Country: ? -Who . has
promoted the Competitions for the Crown of Po-
land, and has made that Kingdom a Place of long
miferable Diftrattion ? Who, I fay, has put all
Enrope into this ftrange Combuftion, but He who
has been taking away the Balance of it, and has
hoped to bring it All into one Univerfal Empire ?
The Breaker of the Peace of the World, the De-
molifher of all the order and the beauty of it :
Almoft literally the Hammer of the whole Earth,

VI Which leads us with the greater ,comfort
to the Sixth Particular of the Text, the cuiting
afunder and breaking this pernicious Inftrument 3
for which a Joy and Exultation is due, How i
the Hammer of the whole Earth cut afunder and
broken!

This Predittion was exa@lly fulfilled in the de-
ferved Fate of Nebuchadnezzar, who after all the
enlargement of his Dominions, and the advance-
ment of his Grandeur, lived to fee a Northern
Army enter into the Bowels of his Kingdom, take
his chief City, deftroy his whole Country, extin-
guith his Monarchy, and-transfer it to their Lea-
der

-
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der Cyrus. Sce Ezek, 31, &rc. Such was the Pro-
phecy, and fuch the Completion of it, in cutting
afunder and breaking that Aflyrian Hammer. '
How far the Words may be applied to our pre-
fent Deliverance, and to the Blow lately given to
the common Enemy, who can tell 2 How foon He
may fall after fuch a grievous Stroak, God alone
knoweth, we muft not prefume to foretel. But
modeftly {peaking, the Blow He has received muft
needs make a deep Impreflion on Him : It is a
Blow I am fure heavier, than we our felves had

been able to bear, It muft a little eclipfe his

Glory, which he has been fo Jealous of : It muft
needs difcourage his remaining Troops to reflet
on fo many Squadrons and Battalions, offered up
a Sacrifice'in one Day : It muft needs terrify his
other Marefchals and “Generals, and make them
tremble at the fight of a Confederate Army, and
have the Profpe&t of becoming Inglorious Cap-
* tives : It muft make other Princes afraid to enter
into new Alliance with Him; when after all his
vain Boafts, He has not been able to defend his
EleCtoral Confpirator, but has left his Country to
be the Prize of Viftory, and only carries. away
the Prince to be in effet his Prifoner. At leaft,
it muft extremely raife the Spirits of us and our
Allies, to fee what a2 geod Caufe and an united
Strength can dos; to fee, that the great Opprefior
is not, what He would be thought to be, is not
Invincible. But while I fpeak of Confequences, 1
would rather chufe to fay, that fuch a Viftory
wifely ufed and well purfued muft.foon determine

in a General Peace, in the Redemption of Op-
. prefled
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prefled lséOpl,e, in the reftitution of ufurped Coun-
tries, in the fonndation of all Publick Tranquility’
and_Happinefs, 7 . in the Balance of Ewrope.

VII. We have now but one ‘more Partictlar of
the Text remaimmg, and that is the laft Cliufe,
How s Babylon' beconre @ Defolation ' awsong the Na~
tions ! :

“This was literally {poken -of the City Babylon,
the Metropolis of Affyriz 3 exprefling the Siege and
Overthrow of that Capital City 5 and “includin
the Spoil and the Conqueft of that ‘whole King%
dom, wver, 9. For lo I will raife and canfe to come up
againft Babylon an Affembly of great Nations frome
the North Conntry, and they [hall fet themfelves in
array againft Her 5 frome thence She fhall  be' taker,
and Chaldea fhall be a Spoil. © And what if from
Babylon in the Text we fhould make an allufion
to another Proud Monarchy, and the chief Seat
of it'? Who knoweth what a Defolation may be
coming on them > Who knoweth, but there' may
be an appoirted Period to the Galicar as there
was ‘to the '4ffyrian Monarchy ? In God’s Hand are
Times and Seafons, and there we humbly let them
‘reft : But it’is obfervable, that in all the trans-
ferring or-deftroying the  four Unive;&al Empires,
the Scafon of their deftruftion was if the height
~of their Glory,’ or foon after 5 as if their Perfefti-
‘on made them’ Ripe for Ruine.  Nay, and it was
true of a later ‘growing Monarchy, that of Spain;
which within an ‘Age or two was growing up to
an exceflive Power 5 had the Germar Empire joined
to it, and faitly threatned to be another Univer-

% fal



Preach'd September 7:b. 1704

21

{al Monarchy : And yet from that Meridian of
Glory fhe prefently went downward, and (while
a Queen gracd the Ewuglifh Throne) this unweil-
dy Body made a Figure in the World lefs and lefs;s
and by degrees is become capable of what could
never be 1magin'd, capable of fubmitting to a
Erench-Power, unlefs Redeemed (as God 1s now
pleasd to encourage our Hopes) by the Profpe-
rous Arms of Her Majefty and Her Allies.. For
‘there may be in, Political, as there is in Natural
Bodies, a Stature and a Strength, which they can-
not exceed 3 when come to that allotted Point,
they muft decline and diminith even to their final
Diflolutien. ~ Or however, there is a Providence
of God, who is_a God of Peace and i God of
Order 5 a Providence of that God whole wajys are
equal, to keep the Government of the World in
an cven Ballance 5 and. for that” purpofe to refrain
the Spirit_of Princes, and to be wonderful among
the Kings of the Earth. - He belt knoweth, when
to put 4 new Song into,our Mouths, when to fay, O thon
Enenty, Deftruttions are come to a perpetual End.
_ . But what again, if by Babylon in the Texr, we
think fomewhat of a Myflical Babylon 5 of a Church
that would be Univerfal, and of her invented Re-
ligion ? There is fomething in the Context' that
would lead us to fuch a thought : 'For' it feems
‘Babylon of Old was the great Neft of Superftition
and Idolatry, and the chief Seat of Oppreflion and
‘Perfecution to the poor Ifraelites of the true Faith
and Worfhip: And thercfore the Fall of Babjlon
‘was the greater Joy on this account, that it open’d
Sor AT o b a Door

<
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a Door of Deliverance to the fuffering People: of
God, and brought down Idolatry and Tyranny to-
gether, wer. 2. Declare ye among the Nations, and
Publifh, and fét up a Standard, and Publifh, “and Con-
ceal not, Babylon is taken, Bell is confounded, ‘Me-
rodach is bioken in pieces, her 1dols are confounded,
ber Inages are broken 1o pieces.

God knows, the Proteftant Interelt in Europe
has been for many Years too ‘much declining :
“The perverting of People and’ Princes ifito Pope-
1y 'has been the great bufinefs of certain Zealots
in this latter Ages Perfecution to affrighten Tome,
and varions Temptations to fedace others 5 Pre-
ferments, and a Crowa ‘it felf the Rewards of Apo-
ftacy. And what has been the Root of all this
‘Evil, but the Tyranny of France helping ‘ottf the
Bigotry of Rome 2 'What has that Prince to an-
fwer, for dreadful Perfecution of 'his own Prote-
ftant Subjects, and for his utmoft oppofition to all
the Reformed Churches 2 “What a Mercy of God-
is i, that He has not yet attain’d his Refolution
of extirpating ‘the Northern Herefy ! 'What'a Blef:
fing to us, that He muft be now farcher from the
hopes of accomplifhing that curfed Projet !' It is
true, the prefent War with Framce is not dire@tly .
a War for Religion, but for the Civil Liberties of
EBurope : But however, the Tntereft, of the Prote-
ftant Religion does abfolutely depend ‘on the event
of. this War. 1If thafe our Encmies prevail againlt-
us, the Flouds of Popery would: be foon Jet in
npon -our Protcitant Neighbours, ahd ¢ven upon
this Church and Nation : But fince we ‘have pre-

vailed .

»
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vailed againft them, our Religion mult reap an Ad-
vantage by it, as well as our other Rights and Li-
berties : And indeed we deferve not fuch a Victo-
ry, if we know not how to improve it into an
advantage to the Proteftant Religion,

We fee the Hopes arifing to us. . We expect the
diftrefled Cavernnois to be now the fooner Reliev’d s
and their Brethren the Exiles and Refugees to be
- now the fooner Reftored. We expect the Reform-
ed Cantons of Swifferland to be under no longer
Reftraint and Awe. * We hope the Proteftants in
Hungary will now by our Mediation have the more
Honourable Terms of ProteGion and Safety. We

comfort our felves, that the Proteftant Succeffion

here will be never difturb’d, and will be elfewhere
the fooner fettled. We with and pray, that zomw
at laft all the Foreign Proteftants will come near-
er unto us, and nearer unto one another 5 will
fall into the greater Unity, and will make the
Church of England the Center of that Unity, We
fee a Noble Difpofition to it 5 they delight in a
better Correfpondence with us 3 In fome Places
they receive our Liturgy, and publickly ufe a great
Part of it 3 in other Places, they deliberate upon
receiving our Epifcopacy : And perhaps at this Jun-

Qure of Univerfal Joy, their Piety and Prudence,

and -Moderation and Charity may heal up many of
the Breaches of Chrificndons.  "The good God blefs
the Peace-Makers, and Profper their Endeavours.

I have now gone thro’ the Text, and I hope
-have fhewn it not improper to the occafjon of the

Day : T have tranfgrefs’d the ‘bounds of our ufuall

D2 Time 5
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Times but I prefume, 1 am fill within your Pati--

ence: .Any Grief indced could not have bore a
trefpals on it 5 but your, Joy can be long fuffering,
true Joy can never repine or murmur.,

There remains an Application of the Text to the
Duty- of this Day.

1. To be truly thankful and devoutly joyful for
this Publick Mercy. Y- <

It is a little thing to fay, that Authority.-does fo
command us : Ifiwe have any fenfe of Happinefs,
Nature will draw..out. the Expreflions of it... The
Weather it felf invites to a ferenity of Joy: Nay,
and the very wording of the Text muft excite us
to this Duty 5 For it is worded. in the very Ex-
clamations of Joy; . How is .the Hammer, &c. How
is Babylon, &c. A very, Emwiuar, a Song of Vitory
and Triumph.,

It is fome Scandal to our Enemies,” that they
have been over-forward to boaft and to exalt
themf{elves upon every little advantage againft us::
Buc. it will. be our greater Reproach, if we .are
Stupid or Sullen upon fo very great an Advan-;
tage againft them. How have they gloried in
Battels not at all decided! How upon the leaft ap-:
pearance of Succefs, have they Vaunted and ,Mag-
nified their no Performance ! How at the end jof
almoft every Campaign, have they, loaded their
Monarch with Flattery, and T doubt with Biaf=.

" phemy ! How upon every dubious event have they

thamm’d the People with' a ftrange Story of fome!
great Exploit |  And npon every. trifling occafion:
7 R have

-
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have proﬁitu?ed their Te Deum's, as if they dared
to hope they could deceive God as well as Man.
If they had now but fhared in this Glorious Suc-
" cefs, how loud and high would their Infults have
been ! What. foppifh Proceflions ! What fuperftiti-
ous Pageants! What devifed Medals, ‘and Roman-
tick. Inferiptions ! What Harangues and Trophies
and Pillars | What a Bebel built to Heaven!
Our plain Religion teaches us more Sincerity

and Truth: The way of Worfhip' which they call ,
Herefy direlts ns to be Humble and Modeft, and”

to give unto God alone the Gloiy thae is. God's.
We will . magnify thee, O Lord, with the Voice of z’gy
and Melody arong fuch as keep this Holy Day. We
will acknowledge thy Salvation, and confefs 5 It ‘was
#not our own Hand 'that did [ave us, néither was it
our .own Arwm that' hath gotten “us -the Viifory 5 but
thy Right Hand and thine” Arm, becanfe thou hadft a
Javour unto us. ; : e

2, Upon a due fenfe of this Metcy, we will
learn to trult and to rely more and ‘more upon
the good. Providence of our God 5 and to accept
this fignal Favour as an Earneft, that He will far-
ther fupport us and affitt us, till we fee our defire
upon our Encmies. God who hath done o great
things for us, already, whereof we rejoice, He will
not leave us nor forfake us; Unlefs we are guilty of
Ingratitude, He will continue to be our Defender
and our mighty Deliverer.

3. But
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—3" But then.our Vifteries abroad muft- teach us
to have the more Peace and Unity at home’; the
greater Charity and Brotherly Love: If poffible,
te hical up our own breaches 5 If poffible, to recon-
cile the unhappy differences among our felves, Or
if we differ a little in .our Judgment, (as Man-
kind will alway differ). yet let us agree, let us All
agree in the common Faith, and the common In-
tereft, againft the common Encmy of both.

4. -And let us remember to glorify God in our
Lives and Converfations. To give the Labour of
our Lips with a dead Heart, is for Fools to make
a Mock at Sin. The only Gratitude toward God
is to behave our felves fo as becometh a People
whom the Lord. hath redeemed, and delivered frome
the Hand of the Enemy. So to offer up our felves,
our Souls and Bodies unto thy Service, O God,
will be moft acceptable in thy fight : So to obey
will be better than any other Sacrifice.

5. And lalily to our Praifes and Thank{givings
we will add our Prayers and Supplications unto
God, that under this new Conviftion of his watch-
ing over us 5 we may be a Righteous People, the
lefs unworthy of his paft Mercies, and the better
prepared to fee his Salvation’in the time to come:
That fo our God may continue his Loving Kind-
nefs to us, and Qill delight to do us good. That
He would blefs our Gracious Queen in her Perfon,
1 her ‘Government, and in her Arms by Sea and

Land :
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Land : That her Rtign may be "long and long
thus Profperous, thus Glorious : That SHE may
with contnual Joy rule over us, an Ornament to
our Church, and 2 Defence unto our Nation 5 a
Support to our Allies, and-a- terror' to our Ene-
mies 5 and be foon a blefled Inftrument of the
Peace of Eurspe. And that we Her Subjelts may
be a Loyal, Grateful, Godly People 5 Ready with
united Hearts 2nd Hands to aflit Her Majefty in
this Glorious Work : Profper thou the Work in Her
Hunds, O God, and let our Adverfaries know, It
is thy Doing.

ELNIS.
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