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TO HER GRACE

THE DUTCHESS OF BUCCLEUGH.

MADAM,

In confequence of your permitting me to

addrefs my Tranflation of the following

Sermons to your Grace, the general appro-

bation will be fecured to at leaft one part of

my Publication.

It is not your rank in the world, Madam,

elevated as it is, which renders your pro-

tediion of any part of the amiable Massil-

LON*s Works fo eminently proper; it is your

rank in the hearts of the good and virtuous,

fuch as he was, who will unanimoufly ac-

knowledge the propriety of the Dedication.

Were



Were I at liberty to mention iiiftances,

within the fphere of my own knowledge, of

your Grace's humanity and benevolence,

the pleafure with which I feize this opportu-

nity of expreffing my veneration for your

character, would be little wondered at ; nor

would the lincerity be doubted, with which

I fubfcribe myfelf.

Madam,

Your Grace's moil; refpedful,

And moft obedient fervant.

COilliam Dicfe^on*

TRANS^



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

TO THE

PUBLIC.

It is equally proper for a Tranflator, as for an Author.

to give fome explanation (not apology, for furely a gene-

rous Public will require none, when the diflemination of

virtue is evidently the purpofe) of the produftion which

he obtrudes upon the public.

This Tranflation was at firfl; undertaken, merely for the

recreation, during illnefs, of the Tranflator ; his admira-

tion of MafTillon's abilities, increafing as he went on, he

was induced to continue, far beyond his firfl intention ;

that animation, that unflion, as D'Alembert fays, which

flowed from his pen on every fubjeft, that gentle, yet

feeling addrefs to the hearts of his hearers, and to which

the moft; indifferent could not refufe attention, flruck him

fo forcibly, that he could not reflefl, without furprife,

that no tranflation of îiis works had as yet appeared in

Englifli. Imprefl"ed with â conviflion oi their moral ten-

dency, he determined, in confequence of the approbation

of fome refpeftable clergymen, his friends, to publifti a

feleftion ot fuch as, unconnefted with local or tempo-

rary events in France, would, in his opinion, be an ac-

ceptable prefent to Chriflians of every denomination. He
row offers the prefent volume to the public ; and fo im-

prefTed is he with ^ fenfe of their merit, that he is con-

vinced
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vinced that the weaknefs, or the inaccuracy of the Tranf-

lation, can alone prevent a generous Public from receiving

them favourably.

In the Tranflation, he has endeavoured, as much as in

him lay, to convey the meaning and fentiments of his

Original ; in doing of which, he may perhaps be thought

fometimes too literal ; but if the meaning be conveyed,

furely the error is on the fafeft fide ; for many of our tranf-

lations, may with much more propriety be called paraphrafes

than tranflations; and, (atlcaftin the Tranflator's opinion),

it is much better to err, in keeping rather too clofely to

the text, than by fludioufly avoiding the appearance of li-

terality, to render the fenfe both obfcure and unintelligible.

If the Tranflator be miftaken, it is an error which in fu-

ture may eafily be correfted ; and this being his firll pub-

lication, he trufts that a generous Public will not cafhier a

fubaltern, becaufe he may not as yet be capable of dif-

charging the duty of a general officer.

The Tranflator takes this opportunity of returning his

acknowledgments to his friends above mentioned, from

whofe advice he has reaped many advantages.

LIFE



LIFE
OF

M ASS I LLON:

( ExtraBed from the Difcourfe of Monjieur Le Marqms

D'Alembert, on his admifjion into the Royal Academy

of Paris.)

J ean-Baptiste Massillon was born in Provence in the

year 1663. His father was a poor attorney ot that in-

confiderable place. The obfcuriiy of his birth, which

gives fo much luftre to the fplendourof his perfonal merit,

fliould make a chief feature in his panegyric ; and it may

be faid of him, as was faid of the illuftrious Roman, who

owed nothing to his anceftors, Videtur ex fe natus : He
feemed to have produced himfelf.

He entered the Oratory at feventeen ; The fuperiors of

MafiTillon foon faw the fame which he would bring to their

congregation. They deftined him to the pulpit ; but, it

was from a principle of obedience alone, that he confented

to fécond their views : He was the only one who did not

forefee that future celebrity, by which his humility and his

modefty were to be rewarded.

The young Maffillon did every thing in his power to

avoid that fame. He had already, while in the country,

by order of his fuperiors, pronounced the funeral orations

of
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of two Archbifhops. Thefe difcourfes, which were in-

deed nothing but the attempts of a youth, but of a youth,

who fhewed what he would one day be, had the moft bril-

liant fuccefs. The humble orator, alarmed at his growing

reputation, and dreading, as he faid, thedamonof pride,

rcfolved to efcape him for ever, by fecluding himfelf in

the moil; obfcure retreat. He repaired to the Abbey of

Septfons, where the fame difcipline is obferved as at La

Trappe ; and there he took the habit.

ÏDuring his noviciate, the Cardinal de Noailles addreffed

to the Abbè of Septfons, whofe virtue he refpe6ied, a

charge which he had juft publiflied. The Abbè, more

religious than eloquent, but preferving Hill at leaft for

thofe of his communion fome remains of felf-love, wiChed

to return an anfwer to the Cardinal, worthy of the charge

he had received. This office he entrufted to Maffillon,

who performed it with as much readinefs as fuccefs. The

Cardinal, aftoniftied at receiving from that quarter, a piece

fo well written, was not afraid of wounding the vanity of

the Abbé of Septfons, by afking, who was the author of

it ; when, the Abbe's mentioning Maffillon, the prelate

immediately replied, that fuch talents were not in the lan-

guage of Scripture, to remain hid under a buffiel. He

obliged the novice to quit the habit, and refume that of

the Oratory. He placed him in the feminary of St. Mag-

loire in Paris, exhorting him to cultivate the eloquence ot

the pulpit, and promifing to make his fortune, which the

young orator confined to that of an apoftle, that is, to the

mere neceflaries of life, accompaaied with the moll ex-

emplary fimplicity.

His firll Sermons produced the efFeft, which his fuperi-

ors, and the Cardinal de Noailles, had forefeen. Scarcely

had
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had he fhewn himfelf in the churches of Paris, than he

eclipfed almoft all thofe who had fhonc in the fame fphere.

He had declared that he would not preach like them ; not

from any prefumptuous fentiment of fuperiority, but frorii

the juft and rational idea he had formed of Chriftian elo-

quence. He was perfuaded, that if a minifter of the gof-

pel degrades himfelf by circulating known truths in vul-

gar language, he fails, on the other hand, in thinking to

reclaim, by profound argumentation, a multitude of hear-

ers, who are by no means able to comprehend him ; that

though all who hear him may not have the advantage of

education, yet all of them have a heart, at which the

preacher fhould aim ; that in the pulpit, man fhould be ex-

hibited to himfelf, not to frighten him by the horror of the

pifture, but to afîli61: him by its refemblance ; and that if

it is fometimes ufeful to terrify and alarm him, it is oftener

profitable to draw forth thofe extatic tears, that are more

efficacious than thofe of defpair.

* Such was the plan that MafTilIon propofed to follow, and

which he executed like a man who had conceived it, that

is, like a man of genius. He excells in that property of aa

orator, which can alone fupply all the reft ; in that elo-

quence, which goes direftly to the foul, which agitates,

without convulfing ; which alarms, without appalling ;

which penetrates, without rending the heart. He fearches

out the hidden folds, in which the pafTions lie enveloped ;

thefe fecret fophifms, which blind and feduce. To com-

bat and to deftroy thefe fophifms, he has in general only to

unfold them : This he does with an unftion fo affeftionate

and fo tender, that he allures us rather than compels ; and

even when he {hews us the pifture of our vices, he inter-

efts and delights us the moft. His diftion, always fmooth

and elegant, and pure, is every where rçarked with that

Vol. I. B noble
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noble fimplicity, without which, there is neither good tàflè

nor true eloquence ; a fimplicity, which being united in

Maflillon, with the fweeteil and moft bewitching harmony,

borrowed from this latter additional graces ; but what com-

pleats the charm of this enchanting ftyle, is our convi6lion,

that (o many beauties fpring from an exuberant fource,

and are produced without effort or pain. It fometimes

happen, indeed, that a few inaccuracies efcap e him, ei-

ther in the] expreffion, in the term of the phrafe, or in

the affefting melody of his flyle ; fuch inaccuracies, how-

ever, my be called happy ones, for they completely prevent

us from fufpefling the lead degree of labour in his compo-

fition. It was by this happy negligence, that Maffillon

gained as many friends as auditors : He knew, that the

more an orator is intent upon gaining admiration, the lefs

thofe who hear him are difpofed to grant it : and that this

ambition is the rock on which fo many preachers have fplit,

who being entrufted, if one dare thus to exprefs it, with

the intereffs of the Deity, wi(h to mingle with them the

infignificant interefls of their own vanity. He compared

the ftudied eloquence of learned preachers to thofe flowers,

which grow fo luxuriantly amongft the corn, that are lovely

to the view, but noxious to the corn.

Maflfillon reaped another advantage from that heart-af-

fefting eloquence, which he made fo happy an ufe of.

As he fpoke the language of all conditions, becaufe he

iJÉfpoke to the heart, all defcriptions of men flocked to his

fermons ; even unbelievers were eager to hear him ; they

often found inftruflion, when they expe6led only amufe-

ment, and returned fometimes converted, when they thought

they were only bellowing or with-holding their praife. Maf-

fillon could defcend to the language, which alone they

would liften to, that of a philofophy, apparently human,

but
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but which, finding every avenue to the heart laid open,

allowed the orator to approach without effort and affift-

ance ; and made him conqueror, even before he had en-

gaged.

His aftion perfeftly corrcfpondcd with the kind of elo-

quence he had cultivated. The moment he enterec^ the

pulpit, he feemed deeply impreffed with the great truths

he was about to declare ; with eyes caft down, a modeft

and colleQed air, without any violent motions, with few

or no geflures, but animating all by an affefting and im-

preffive voice, he communicated to his hearers the religious

fentiment which his external appearance announced ; he

commanded that profound filence, which is a higher com-

pliment to eloquence, than the moft tumultuous plaudits.

He appeared on that great and dangerous theatre, equally

devoid of pride as of fear : His firft attempt was uncom-

monly brilliant, an-d the exordium of his firfl difcourfe is

one of the mafter-pieces of modern eloquence. Lewis

XIV. was then in the zenith of his power and glory ; he

had been viftorious in every part of Europe ; he was

adored by his fubjefts, intoxicated with fame, and fur-

feited with adulation. MafTillon choofe for his text that

paflage of Scripture which feemed the leafl: adapted tofuch

a prince, " Bleffed are they who weep;" and from that

text he conveyed a compliment the more new, and artful,

and flattering, as it appeared to be di61ated by the gofpel

itfelf, and fuch as an Apoftle might have paid. " Sire,"

faid he, 'addreffing the king, " if the world were to fpeak"

*• to your Majcfty from this place, it would not fay, Blef-

*' fed are they who weep. Happy, would it fay, that

" prince who has never fought but to conquer ; who hath

" filled the univerfe with his fame; who, in the courfe ot

" a long and profperous reign, has enjoyed all that men ad-
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'• mire, the fplendour of conqueft, the love of his people,

*' the efteem of his enemies, the wifdom of his laws. But,

*• Sire, the gofpel does not fpeak the language of the world."

The audience of Verfailles, accuftomed as it was to Bour-

dalous and BoiTuets, had never witnefTed an eloquence at

once fo delicate and noble ; and accordingly, it excited in

the congregation an involuntary movement of admira-

tion.

Our orator was always firm, but always refpeftful,

•while he announced to his fovereign, the will of Him who

3S the Judge of Kings ; he fulfilled the duty of the min-

iflry, but he never exceeded it ; and the Monarch, who

perhaps retired from his chapel difTatisfied with fome other

preachers, never left the fermons of MafTillon, without

being diffatisfied with himfelf. This the Prince was hon-

eft enough to confefs to MafTillon ; the greateft compli-

ment he could pay him, but a compliment which many

others before and after MafTillon never wifhed to obtain,

being more anxious to fend away a hearer enraptured, than

a finner converted.

Lewis XIV. died ; and the Regent, who honoured the

talents of MafTillon, and defpifed his enemies, named him

to the bifhopric of Clermont ; he wanted, moreover,

that the Court fhould hear him once more, and engaged

him to preach fome Lent fermons before the King, then of

the age of nine years.

Thefe fermons compofed in lefs than three months, are

known by the name of Peht Carime. Though they are

not in the higheft degree finilhed, they are a true model of

pulpit eloquence. The great fermons of the fame author

may pofTefs more pathos and vehemence ; but the elo-

quence
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quence oF thefe is more infinuating and delicate, and the

cliarm refulting from them is enhanced by the importance

of the fubjeft, by the ineftimable value of thofe fnnple af-

fefting lefTons, which being fitted to penetrate, as agreea-

bly as forcibly, the heart of the young Monarch, feem

calculated to procure the happinefs of milHons, by ac-

quainting the Prince with what was expe6^ed of him.

The fame year in which thefe difcourfes were pronounc-

ed, Maflillon was admitted into the French academy.

Mafiillon had juft been made a bifhop ; but no place at

Court, no bufinefs, no pretence of any kind, could de-

tain him at a diflance from his flock. He departed for

Clermont, whence he never returned, but on account of

indifpenfable occafions, and confequently very rarely. He
gave all his attention to the happy people whom providence

had confided to his care. He benevolently dedicated to the

inftruftion of the poor, thofe fame talents, fo much efteem-

ed by the great of this world, and preferred to the loud ap-

plaufes of the courtier, the fimple and earneft attention

of an auditory, lefs brilliant, but more teachable. Per-

haps the moft eloquent of his fermons are the conferen-

ces he held with his curates. He preached to them the vir-

tues of which he fet an example, difintereflednefs, fimpli-

city, forgetfulnefs of himfelf, the aftive and prudent ear-

neflnefs of an enlightened conviftion, very different from

that fanaticifm which proves nothing but the blindnefs of

zeal, and which makes the fincerity of it very doubtful.

A wife moderation was indeed his predominant charafter.

Deeply imprefTed with a fenfe of the true duties of his

ftation, Maflillon fulfilled the principal funftion of a bifliop,

that which attraéls love and refpeft from incredulity itfelf,

the delightful exercife of humanity and benevolence. He
fent,
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ent, in the fpace of two years, twenty thoufand livres to

he Hotel Dieu at Clermont. His whole revenue was at

the fervice of the poor. His diocefe retain the remem-

brance of his benefits, now after thirty years, and his memo-

ry is Hill honoured by the moft eloquent of all funeral ora-

tions, the tears of an hundred thoufand people whom his

bounty made happy:

This funeral oration he enjoyed in his life time. When-

ever he appeared in the ftreets of Clermont the people prof-

trated themfelves before him, calling him father, and in-

voking bleflings on his head. Among the immenfe alms

which he beflowed, there were fome a6ls of charity which

he carefully concealed, not only to fpare the delicacy of

unhappy individuals, who received them, but to relieve

whole communities from feelings of inquietude, and the

fears which fuch alms might infpire them with.

Not only was he liberal of his fortune to the indigent,

but he employed for them befides, with as much zeal as

fuccefs, both his interefl and his pen. Being a witnefs,

in his diocefian vifitations, of the mifery under which the

inhabitants of the country groaned, and his revenue not

being fufficient to give bread to fuch a multitude of in-

digent creatures, that implored it ot him, he wrote to the

Court in their favour, and, by the energetic and affeft-

ing piélure which he drew of their neceflitics, he ob-

tained either aftual contributions for them, or a confidera-

ble abatement of their taxes. I am alTured that his letters

on this fubjeft are mafter-pieces of eloquence and pathos,

fuperior even to the moft afFe£ling of his fermons ; and

what emotions, indeed, muft not the fpeftacle of human

nature, lufTering and opprefled, have excited in the virtu-

ous and compafhonate foul of Maflillon !

He
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He died as Fenelon died, and as every bifhop ought,

without wealth, and without debt. It was on the 28th

September 1742, that the church and eloquence, and hu-

manity fuifered the irreparable lofs.

A circumftance which happened not long ago, calculated

to afFefl every heart of fenfibility, proves how dear the

memory of MafTiIlon is, not only to the poor whofe tears

he wiped away, but to all who knew him. Some years ago,

a traveller palTmg through Clermont wifhed to fee the

country-houfe in which the prelate ufed to fpend the greateft

part of the year, and he applied to an old vicar, who, fince

the death of the bifhop, had never ventured to return to

that country-houfe, where he who inhabited was no longer

to be found. He confented, however, to gratify the defirc

of the traveller, notwithftanding the profound grief heex-

pefled to fuffer, in revifiting a place fo dear to his remem-

brance. They accordingly fet out together, and the vicar

pointed out every particular place to tlie ftranger. " There."

faid he, with tears in his eyes, " is the alley in which the

" prelate ufed to walk with us—there is the arbor in which
" he ufed to fit and read—this is the garden he took plea-

" fure in cultivating with his own hands." Then they en-

tered the houfe, and when they came to the room where

Maffillon died, " this,'' faid the vicar, is the place where
*' we loft him :" And as he pronounced thefe words, he

fainted. The alhes of Titus, or of Marcus Aureliu.s,

might have envied fuch a tribute of regard and affe6iion.
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SERMON L

ON SALVATION.

John vii. 6.

My time is not yet come ; but your time is always ready.

X HE reproach which is direfted by Jefus Chrift, againft

his relations according to the flefh, who preffed him to fhew

himfelf to the world and to go up to Jerufalem, in order to

^acquire thofe honours which were due to his great talents,

may, with propriety, be direfted againft the greateft part of

this audience. The time which they give to their fortune,

to their advancement, to their pleafures, is always ready ;

it is always time to labour towards the acquirement of wealth

and glory, and to fatisfy their paffions : That is the time of

man : But the time of Jefus Chrift, that is to fay, the time

of working out their falvation, is never ready ; they delay,

they put it off"; they always expeft its arrival, and it never

arrives.

The flighteft worldly interefts agitate them, and make

them undertake every thing : For what is the world itfelf,

whole deceitful ways they follow, but an eternal agitation,

where the pafTions fct every thing in motion ; where tran-

quility is the only pleafure unknown ; where cares are ho-

VoL. I. € newrablc ;
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nourable ; where thofe who are at reft, think themfelves

unhappy ; where all is toil and affliftion ol fpirit ; in a

word, where all are in motion, and all are deceived ? Sure-

ly, my brethren, when we fee men fo occupied, fo inter-

efted, fo patient in their purfuits, we would fuppofe them

labouring ior everlafting ages, and for riches which ought

to fecure their happinefs : How can we comprehend, that

fo much toil and agitation has nothing in view but a iortune,

whofe duration fcarcely equals that of the labours which

have gained it ; and that a life fo rapid, is fpent with fo

much fatigue, in the fearch of wealth which muft perifb

along with it !

Neverthelefs, a miftake, which the flighteft inveftigation

is fufEcient to expofe, is become the error of .by far the

majority. In vain does religion call us to more neceffary

and more important cares ; in vain it announces to us, that

to labour for what muft pafs away, is only amafting, at a

great expence, heaps of fand, which tumble upon our

heads, as faft as we raife them up ; that the higheft pitch

of elevation to which we can attain here below, is always

that which verges upon our death, and is the gate of eter-

nity ; and that nothing is worthy of man, but what will en-

dure as long asTnan. The cares of the paffions are always

weighty and important : The fteps alone which we take for

heaven, are weak and languid : Salvation alone, we confi-

der as an amufement : We toil for irivolous riches, as if

we laboured for eternal pofTefTions ; we labour for eternal

poffeffions, as if we toiled for frivolous riches.

Yes, my brethren, our cares for this world are always

animated ; obftacles, fatigues, difappointments, nothing can

repulfe us ; Our cares tor this world are always prudent ;

dangers, fnares, perplexities, competitions, nothing can

make us miftake our aim ; whereas our cares for falvation

bear
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bear a very different chara6ler ; nothing can be more lan-

guid, or lefs interefting to us, although obftacles and dif-

gufts there, are fo much to be dreaded ; nothing can be

more inconfiderate ; although the multiplicity of ways, and

the number ot rocks for us to fplit upon, render miHakes

in it lo familiar and common.

We muft labour, therefore, towards its accomplifliment,

v/ith fervour and prudence ; with fervour, in order not to

be repulfed; with prudence, in order not to be millaken.

Part. I.—Undoubtedly nothing in this lite ought to in-

terell us more than the care of our eternal falvation ; be-

fides,. that this is the grand affair upon which our all de-

pends, we even have not, properly fpeaking, any other

upon the earth ; and the infinite and diverfe occupations at-

tached to our places, to our rank, to our fituations in life,

ought to be only different modes of labouring towards our

lalvation.

Neverthelefs, this care fo glorious, to which every thin^

we do, and whatever we are, relate, is of all others the

moft defpifed ; this chief care, which fliould be at the

head ot our other purfuits, gives place to them all in the

detail of our aftions ; this care fo amiable, and to which

the promifes ot faith, and the confolations of grace, at-

tach fo many comforts, is of all others become for us, the

moft difgufling, and the moft melancholy. And, be-

hold, my brethren, from whence fprings this want of fer-

vour in the bufinefs of our eteinal falvation; we purfue

it without efteem, without preference, and without incli-

nation. Let us inveftigate and illuftrate thefe ideas.

It is a very deplorable error, that mankind has attached

the moft pompous nan:es to all th.- entcrprifes of the pa{-

So/is :



20 S E R M O N I.

fions ; and that the cares for our falvation have not, in the

opinions of men, been capable of meriting the fame hon-

our, and the fame efleem. Mihtary toils are regarded by

us as the path ot reputation and glory; the intrigues and

the commotions which contribute to our advancement in

the world, are looked upon as the fecrets ot a profound wif-

rJom ; fchemes and négociations which arm mankind againfl

each other, and which frequently make the ambition of an

individual the fource of public calamities, pafs for extent

of genius, and fuperiority of talents ; the art of i-aifing from

an obfcure patrimony, a monftrous and overgrown fortune,

at the cxpence often of juttice and probity, is the fciçnce

of bufinefs, and individual good management. In a word,

the world has found out the fccret of fetting off by ho-

nourable titles, all the different cares which are connefted

with the things of this earth. The aftions of faith alone,

which fiiall endure eternally ; which fhall form the hiftory

of the age to come, and fhall be engraven during all eternity

upon the immortal columns of the heavejily Jerufalcm, are

accounted idle and obfcure occupations; the lot ot weak

and limited fouls, and have nothing which exalt them in

the eyes of men. Such, my brethren, is the firfl caufe of

our indifference towards the bufinefs of our falvation : We
do not fufificiently efleem that holy undertaking, to labour

a^ it with fervour.

Now, I do not think it neceffary to flop here, and com-

bat an illufion, which fo flagrantly violates right reafon.

For what is it that can render a work glorious to the perfon

who undertakes it ? Is it the duration and the immortality

which it promifes in the memory ot men ? Alas ! all the

monuments of pride will perjfh ^vith the world M'hich has

reared them up ; whatever we do for the earth, will expe-

rience the fame deftiny which it will one day undergo :

Vifiorics and conquells, the inoR fplendid enterpriles,

and
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and all the hiftorj' of the finners vvhofc names adorn the

prefent age, will be effaced from the remembrance oi. men ;

the works of the jufl alone, will be immortal, and, writ-

ten forever in the book of life, will furvive the entire ruin

of the univerfe. Is it the recompenfe which is held out to

us for it ? But whoever is unable to render us happy, is

confequently unable to recompenfe us ; and there is no

other who has that power but God himfelf. Is it the dig-

nity of the occupations to which they engage you ? But

the moft honourable cares of the world are merely games,

on which our error and abfurdity have bellowed ferious

said pompous names : Here, on the contrary, every thing

is great ; we love the Author of our exiltence alone ; we

adore the Sovereign of the univerfe ; we ferve an Almigh-

ty Mafler ; we covet only eternal riches ; we form proje£ls

for heaven alone ; we labour for an immortal crown,

What is there upon earth, then, more glorious, or more

worthy of man, than the cares of eternity ? Profperities

are honourable anxieties ; fplendid employments an illuftri-

ous fervitude ; reputation is frequently a public error : ti-

tles and dignities are rarely the fruit of virtue, and, at the

moff, ferve only to adorn our tombs, and embelhfh our

alhes
;
great talents, if faith does not regulate their ufe,

are only great tem.ptations ; deep knowledge, a wind which

inflates and corrupts, it faith does not correal its venom ;

all thefe are only grand, by the ufe which may be made of

them towards falvation : Virtue alone is eftimable for it-

felf.

Neverthelefi, if our competitors are more fuccefsful, and

more elevated than we in the world, we view their fitua-

tion with envious eyes ; and their aggrandifcment, in

humbling our pride, reanimates the fervour of our defigns,

and



22 S E R M O N I.

and gives new lite to our expeftations ; but, it happens

fometimes, that the accomplices of our pleafures, changed

fuddeniy into new men, nobly break all the fliameful bonds

of the paffions, and borne upon the wings ot" grace, enter

in our fight, into the path ot falvation, whilft they leave

us behind them, to wander flill unfortunately, at the plea-

fure ot our illicit defnes. We view v/itb a tranquil eye the

prodigy ot their change ; and their lot far from exciting

our envy, and awaking in us any weak defires of falvation,

only induces us, perhaps, to think on replacing the void

which their retreat has made in the world ; of elevating

ourfelves to thofe dangerous offices from which they have

jufl defcended through motives of religion and faith ;

What fhall I fay ? We become, perhaps, the cenfurers of

their virtues : We feek elfewhere than in the infinite trea-

fures of grace, the fecret motives of their change ; to the

work of God we give views entirely worldly; and our

deplorable cenfures become the mofl dangerous trials of

their repentance. It is thus, O my God ! that Thou
fhedell avenging darknefs over iniquitous paffions !

Whence comes this ? We want efteem for the holy un-

dertaking of falvation : This is the firft caufe ot our indit-

lerence.

In theJècond place, We labour in it with indolence, be-

caufe we do not make a principal objeéc ot its attainment,

and becaufe we never give a preference to it over our other

purfuits. In effeft, my brethren, we all wifh to be fav-

ed ; the mofl deplorable finners do not renounce this hope ;

we even wifh, that amongft our aftions, there may always

be found fome which relate to our falvation ; for none de-

ceive themfelves fo far as to believe, that, they fliall be en-

titled to the gloiy ot the holy, without having ever made

a fingle exertion towards rendering themfelves worthy ot it ;

but
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but the point in which we commonly deceive ourfelves is,

the rank which we give to thefe works, amidft the other

occupations which divide our life.

The trifles, the attentions which we lavifli fo profufely

in our intercourfe with fociety, the funftions of a charge,

domeftic arrangements, pafTions and pleafures, their times

and their moments marked in our days. Where do we
place the work of falvation ? What rank do we give to

this fpecial care, above our other cares ? Do we even make
a bufinefs of it ? And, to enter into the particulars of

your conduft. What do you perform for eternity which

you do not for the world an hundred fold ? You fometimes

employ a fmall portion of your wealth in religious chari-

ties ; but what are thefe when compared to the fums which

you facrifice every day to your pleafures, to your pafTions,

and to your caprices ? In the morning you, perhaps, raife

up your mind to the Lord in prayer ; but does not the

world, in a moment, refume its place in your heart, and

is not the remainder of the day devoted to it ? You reo-u-

larly attend, perhaps, in order to fulfil the external duties

of religion; but, without entering into the motives which

frequently carry you there, this individual exercife of re-

ligion, Is it not compenfated by devoting the remainder ot

the day to indolent and worldly purfuits ? You fometimes

correft your inclinations
;
you perhaps bear with an injury ;

you undertake the difcharge of fome pious obligation ; but

thefe are individual and infulated exertions, out oi the

common traft, and which are never followed by any regu-

lar confequences ;
you will be unable to produce before

the Lord, a fingle inftance of thefe in your favour, with-

out the enemy having it at tbe fame time in his power to

reckon a thoufand againfl you ; falvation occupies your

intervals alone ; the \\'ory ha«, as I may fay, the founda-

tion
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tion and the prir.cipal ; The moments arc for God, our

entire life is for ourfelves.

I know, my brethren, thaf with regard to this, you feci

fenfibly the injuflice and the danger of your own conduft.

You confefs, that the agitations of the world, of bufinefs,

and of pleafures, almoft entirely occupy you, and that a

very little time, indeed, remains for you to refleft upon

falvation : But, in order to tranquilize yourfclves, you fay,

that fome future day, when you fliall be more at cafe;

when affairs of a certain nature fhall be terminated ; when

particular embarrafFments fliall be at an end ; and, in a

word, when certain circumftances fhall no longer exift,

you will then think ferioufly upon your falvation, and the

bufinels of eternity fliall then become your principal occu-

pation : But, alas! your deception is this, that you regard

falvation as incompatible "with the occupations attached to

the flation in which Providence has placed you. For, can-

not you employ that flation as the means of your fan6lifi-

cation ? Can you not exercife in it all the Chriftian vir-

tues ? Penitence, fhould thefe occupations be painful and

diftreflTmg ; clemency, pity, juflice, if they eflablifli you

in authority over your fellow creatures ? SubmifTion to

the will of heaven, if the fuccefs does not correfpond

fometimes with your expe61;ations ? A generous forgivenefs

of injuries, if you fuffer oppreflTion or calumny in that fla-

tion ; Confidence in God alone, if in it you experience

the injuflice or the inconftancy of your maflers ? Do not

many individuals of your rank and flation, in the fame

predicament as you find yourfelves, lead a pure and Chrif-

tian life ? You know well, that God is to be found every-

where ; for, in thofe happy moments when you have fome-

times been touched with grace, is it not true, that every

thing recalled you to God ? That even the dangers of your

flation
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ilàtion became the vehicles of inftruftion, and means of

cure for you ; that the world difgufted you, even with the

world ; that you toUnd continually and everywhere, the

fecret of offering up a thoufand invifible facrifices to the

Almighty, and of making your moft hurried and tumultu-

ous occupations the fources of holy reflections, or oi.

praifeworthy and falutary examples ? Why do you not cul-

tivate thefe impreflions of grace and falvation ? It is not

your fituation in life, it is your infidelity and weaknefs,

which have extinguiflied them in your heart.

Jofeph was cliarged with the management of a great

kingdom ; he alone fupported the whole weight of the

government ; neverthelefs, did he forget the Lord, who
had broken afunder his chains, and juftified his innocence ?

Or, in order to ferve the God of his fathers ; did he delay

till a fucceflbr fhould come and reftore that tranquility to

him which his new dignities had neceflarily deprived him

of ? On the contrary, he knew how to render ferviceable

towards the confolation of his brethren, and the happinef^j

of the people of God, a profperity which he acknowledg-

ed to be held only from his Almighty hand. That officer

of the Queen of Ethiopia, who is mentioned in the A£ls

of the Apoflles, had the fole government of her immenfe

riches ; every particular with regard to tributes and fubfidies,

and the adminillration of all the public revenues, were en-

trufted to his fidelity ; now, this abyfs of cares and em-

barrafl'ments did not deprive him of leifure to feek, in the

prophecies of Ifaiah, the falvation he expeéled, and the

words of eternal life. Place yourfelves in the moll agitat-

ed ftations, you will find examples of upright fouls, who
in them have wroucrht their fanftification : The Courto
may become the afylum of vimie, a?; wd! as the cloiffcr;

Vol. I, D places
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places and employments may be the aids, as well as the

rocks of piety ; and when, in order to return to God, we
delay till a change of flation fhall take place, it is a fure

mark that we do not as yet wifh to change our heart. Be-

fides, when we fay that falvation ought to be your fole em-

ployment, we do not pretend that you fhould renounce all

other purfuits ; for you would then depart from the order

of God ; we only wifh you to conne£l them with your

falvation ; that piety may fanftify your occupations ; thafe

faith may regulate them ; that i-eligion may animate them ;

that the fear of the Lord may moderate them ; In a word,

that falvation may be as the centre to which they all tend.

For, to wait till you fiiall be in a more tranquil fituation,

and freer from worldly perplexities, is not only an illufion

which Satan employs to delay your repentance, but it is

alfo an outrage upon the religion of Jefus Chrift ; you

thereby juftify the reproaches formerly made againft it, by

the enemies of the Chriftians ; it would feem that yoi»

look upon it as incompatible with the duties of Prince,

courtier, public charafter, and father of a family ; like

them, you feem to believe, that the gofpel propofes only

maxims unfortunate and inimical to fociety ; and that,

were it believed, and ftriftly obferved, it would be necef-

fary to quit all ; to exclude ourfelves from the world ; to

renounce all public concerns ; to break all the ties of duty,

oi humanity, of authority, which unite us to the reft of

mankind ; and to live as if we were alone upon the earth ;

in place of which, it is the gofpel alone which makes us

fulfil all thefe duties as they ought to be fulfilled ; it is the

religion of Jefus Chrift which can alone form pious prin-

ces, incorruptible magiftrates, mild and gentle matters,

and faithful fubjefts, and maintain, in a juft harmony, that

variety of ftations and conditions, upon v/hich depend the

p cacc
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peace and tranquility of the people, and the faiety oi em-

pires.

But, in order to imprefs more fenfibly upon you the il-

lufion of this pretext, when you fliall be free from embar-

raflment, and difengaged from thefe external cares which

at prefent detach our thoughts from fal vation, will your

heart be free from paflions ? Will thofe iniquitous and in-

vifible bonds which now ftop you, be broken afunder ?

Will you be reflored to yourfelves ? Will you be more

humble, more patient, more moderate, more virtuous,

TTiore mortified ? Alas ! It is not external agitations which

check you, it is the diforder within ; it is the tumultuous ar-

dour of the paffions ; it is not from the cares of fortune, and

the embarraflments of events and bufinefs, fays a holy fa-

ther, that confufion and trouble proceed ; it is from the

irregular defires of the foul ; a heart in which God reigns

is tranquil everywhere. Your cares for the world are on-

ly incompatible with falvation, becaufe the affeélions which

attach you to it are criminal. It is not your Hâtions, but

your inclinations which become rocks of deltruftion to

you ; now, from thefe inclinations you will never be able

to free yourfelves with the fame facility as from your cares

and embarraffments ; they wall afterwards be even more

lively, more unconquerable than ever : Befides this fund

of weaknefs which they draw from your corruption,

they will have that force and flrength acquired by habit

through time and years. You think, that in attaining rell

every thing will be accompliftied ; and you will feel, that

your pafTions, more lively in proportion as they no longer

find external refources to employ them, will turn all their

violence againft yourfelves ; and you will then be furprif-

-ed to find in your own hearts^ the fame obflacles which at

prefent
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prefent you believe to be only in what furrounds you.

This leprofy, if I may venture to fpeak in this manner, is

not attached to your clothes, to your places, to the walls

of your palaces, fo that, by quitting them you may rid

yourfelves of it ; it has gained root in your flelh ; it is not

by renouncing your cares, therefore, that you mufl labour

towards curing yourfelves ; it is by purifying yourfelves

that you muft fanétify your cares : Every thing is pure to

thofe who are pure ; otherwife your wound ,will follow

you, even into the Icifure of your folitude ;- like that

King oi Judea mentioned in the Book of Kings, who in

vain abdicated bis throne, delivered up all the infignia as

well as the cares of royalty, into the hands of his fon,

and withdrew himlelt into the heart of his palace ; he car-

ried with him the leprofy with which the Lord had llruck

him, and beheld that fhamcful dileafe purfue him even in-

to his retreat. External cares find neither their innoccncy

* nor their malignity, but in our own hearts ; and it is our-

felves alone who render the occupations of the world

dangerous, as it is ourfelves alone who render thofe of

heaven infipid and difgufling.

Artd, behold, my brethren, the laft reafon why we fliew

fo little fervour and animation in the affair of our eternal

falvation ; it is becaufe we fulfil the duties neceflary to ac-

complifh it, without pleafure, and, as it were, againft

our will. The flighteft obligations of piety appear hard

to us ; whatever we do for heaven tires us, exhaufts us,

difpleafes us : Prayer confines our minds too much
;

retirement wearies us ; holy reading, from the firft,

fatigues the attention ; the intercourfe of the upright is

languid, and has nothing fprightly or amufing in it ; in a

vordj we find fonicthing, 1 know not what, of melan-

choly
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cwoly in virtue, which occafions us to iulfil its obligations

only as hateful debts, which we always difcharge with a

bad grace, and never till we fee ourfelves forced to it.

But, in the ^r/? place, my brethren, you are urjuA; in

attributing to virtue what fprings irom your own corrup-

tion ; it is not piety which is difagreeable, it is your heart

which is difordered ; it is not the cup ot the Lord which

is to be accufed of bitternefs, fays a holy father, it is your

own taHe which is vitiated. Every thing is bitter to a dcceaf-

ed palate : Correft your difpofitions, and the yoke will ap-

pear light to you ; reflore to your heart that tafte of which

fin has deprived it, and you will experience how pleafing the

Lord is : Hate the world, and you will comprehend how much

virtue is amiable : In a word, Jefus Chrift once become the

objeÉl of your love, you will then ieel the liuth of every

thing I fay.

Do the upright experience thofe difgufts for pious works

which you ieel ? Interrogate them : Demand it they con-

fider your condition as the happieft : They will anfwer,

that in their opinion you appear worthy of compafiion,

that they are feelingly touched for your errors ; to fee you

{ufTcring every thing for a world which either defpifes you,

wearies you, or cannot render you happy ; to fee you fre-

quently running after pleafures more infipid to you, than

even virtue from which you fly : They will tell you, that

they would not change their pretended melancholy for all

the felicities ot the earth. Prayer confoles them ; retire-

ment fupports them ; holy reading animates them ; works

of piety fhed a holy unftion through their foul ; and their

happieft days, are thole which they pafs with the Lord.

It is the heart which decides our pleafures. While you

conpnue
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continue to love the world, you will find virtue infupporU

able.

In the Jecond place. If you wifh to know why the yoke

of Jefus Chrill is fo hard, and fo burdenfome to you ; it

is becaufe you carry it too feldom : You give only a tew

rapid moments to the care of your falvation : Certain days

which you confecrate to piety : Certain religious works of

which you fometimes acquit yourfelves ; and in accom-

plifhing their immediate difcharge, you experience only the

dilgufts attending the firft efforts ; you do not leave to

grace, the time neccflary to lighten the weight ; and you

anticipate the comforts and the confolations, which it ne-

ver fails to Ihed upon the fequel. Thofe myfterious ani-

mals which the Phlliûines made choice of to carry the ark

of the Lord beyond their frontiers, emblematic of unbe-

lieving fouls little accuftomed to bear the yoke of Jefus

Chrift, bellowed, fays the fcripture, and feemed to groan

under the grandeur of that facred weight: In place of

which, the children of Levi, a natural image of the upright,

accuftomed to that holy miniftry, made the air refound

with fongs of mirth and thankfgivings, while carrying it

with majefty, even over the burning fands of the defert.

The law is not a burden to the upright foul accuftomed to

©bferve it ; It is the worldly foul alone, little familiarized

to the holy rules, who groans under a weight fo pleafing.

When Jefus Chrift declares that his yoke is light and eafy,

he commands us, at the fame time, to bear it every day ;

the unftion is attached to the habit and ufage of it : The

arms of Saul were heavy to David, only becaufe he was

not accuftomed to them. We muft familiarize ourfelvet

with virtue, in order to be acquainted with its holy attrac-

tions ; the pleafures of finners are only fuperficially agree-

able ;
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able : The firft moments alone are pleafant ; defcend deep-

er, and you no longer find but gall and bitternefs ; and the

deeper you go, the more will you find the void, the wea-

rinefs, and the fatiety which are infeparable from fm : Vir-

tue, on the contrary, is a hidden manna ; in order to taft«

all its fweetnefs, it is neceflary to dig for it ; but the more

you advance, the more do its confolations abound ; in pro-

portion as the paffions are calmed, the path becomes eafy ;

and the more will you applaud yourfelves for having broken

afunder chains which weighed you down, and which yott

no longer bore but with relu£lance and a fecret forrow.

Thus, while you confine yourfelves to fimple eflays ia

virtue, you will tafte only the repugnances and the bitter-

nefs of it ; and, as you will not poffefs the fidelity ot the

upright, you can have no right, confequently, to expe6t

their confolations.

In a word, You perform the duties of piety without ia-

clination, not only becaufe you do them too feldom, but

becaufe you only, as I may fay, half perform them. You
pray, but it is without recolleftion ; you abftain, perhaps,

from injuring your enemy ; but it is without loving him as

your brother
; you approach the holy myfleries ; but with-

out bringing there that fervour which alone can enable you
to find in them thofe ineffable comforts which they com*

«lunicate to the religious foul ; You fometimes feparatç

yourfelves from the world ; but you carry not with yon
into retirement the filencc of the lenfes and of the paf.%

fions, without which it is only a melancholy fatigue. Iii

a word, You only half carry the yoke. Now, Jefiis Chrift

is not divided : That Simon of Cyrene, who bore the on-

ly part of the crofs, was overcome by it, and the foldiers

were
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were under the neceflity of ufing violence to force hirri to

continue this melancholy office to the Saviour of the world.

The fulnefs alone ot the law is confolatory ; in proportion

as you retrench from it, it becomes heavy and irkfome
;

the more you wifh to foften it, the more it weighs you

down ; on the contrary, by fometimes adding extraneous

rigours, you feel the load diminifhed, as if you had appli-

ed additional foftnefs : Whence comes this ? It is, that

the imperfe6l obfervance of the law takes its fource from

a heart which the paffions fliil fliare ; now, according to

the word of Jefus Chrift, a heart divided, and which nou-

rifhes two loves, mufl; be a kingdom and a theatre full of

trouble and defolation.

Would you wifh a natural image of it, drawn from the

holy fcriptures ? Rebecca, on the point of her delivery of

Jacob and Efau, fuffered the moll cruel anguiffi : The two

children ftruggled within her ; and, as if worn out by her

tortures, flie entreated of the Lord, either death or deliv-

erance : Be not furprifed, faid a voice from heaven to

her, if your fufferings are extreme, and that it cofts you

fo much to become a mother ; the reafon is, you carry two

nations in your womb. Such is your hiflory, my dear

hearers ; you are furprifed that it cofls you fo much to ac-

complifli a pious work ; to bring forth Jefus Chrift ; the.

new man in your heart : Alas ! The realbn is, that you

flill preierve there two loves, which are irreconcileable,

Jacob and Efau, the love of the world, and the love of

jefus Chrift : It is becaufe you carry within you two na-

tions, as I may fay, who make continual war againft each

other, li the love of Jefus Chrift alone poflcffed your

heart, all there would be calm and peaceable ; but you ftill

nourilh iniquitous paffions in it : You ftill love the world,

the
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the pleafures and ciiflinftions of fortune : You cannot en-

dure thofe who eclipfe you : Your heart is full of jcalou-

fies, of animofities, of frivolous defires, of criminal at-

tachments ; and from thence it comes, that your facrinccs,

Jike thofe of Cain, being always imperteft, like his, are

always gloomy and difagreeable.

Serve then the Lord with all your heart, and you will

ferve him with joy : Give yourfelf up to him 'without re-

fcrve, without retaining the I'mallefl: right over your paf-

fions : Obferve the righteoufneiles of the law, in all their

fullnefs, and they will fhed holy pleafui-es tlirough your

heart : For, thus fays the prophet, " The ftatutes of the

*' Lord are right, rejoicing the heart." Think not that the

tears of penitence are always bitter and gloomy : The

mourning is only external ; when hncerc, they lia\c a

thoufand fecret recompences : The upright foul refembles

the facred bufh ; nothing llrikes your view but prickles

and thorns ; but you fee not the glory ot the Lord, which

dwells within it : You fee only fallings and bodily fulTer-

ings ; but you perceive not the holy unttion, which

foothes and foftens them : You fee filence, letirement,

flight from the world and its pleafures, but you behold not

the invifible comforter, who repi^ces, with (o much ufury,

the fociety of men, now become iiifupportable, fince they

have begun to talle that of God : You fee a life apparently

gloomy at'd tirefome ; but you are incapable ot fecirig tha

neace and the joy of that innocence wiiich rcigns within.

It is there, that the Father of mercies, and the God of ail

confolation, fo liberally fhcds his favours, and that the foul,

unable fometimes to fupport their fullnefs and excefs, is

obliged to entreat tijc L,oid to fufpcnd the torrent of Ijis

ki'idnefs.

Vol. L E
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kiiidncfs, and to meafure the abundance ot his gilts, by the

wcaknefs ot" his creature.

Come yourfcH, my dear hearer, and make an happy ex-

perience ot it ; come, and put the fidelity of your God to

tlie trial ; it is here he wifhes to be tried ; come and prove

whether or not we render falfe teflimonies to his mercies ;

it we attrat}: the finner by ialfe hopes, and if his gifts are

not ftill more abundant than our promifes. You have long

tried the world ; you have found it deftitute of fidelity : it

flattered you with hopes of accomplifliing every thing ;

pleafures, honours, imaginary happinefs ; it has deceived

you
;
you are unhappy in it

;
you have never been able to

attain a fituation anfwerable to your wifhes or expeftations
;

come and fee if your God will be more faithful to you ; i£

only bitternefs and difgufls are to be found in his f'ervice ;

if he promifes more than he beftows ; if he is an ungrateful,

changeable, or whimfical mafter ; it his yoke is a cruel fer-

vitude, or a fweet liberty : If the duties which he exafts

from us, are the punifhment of his flaves, or the confola-

tion of his children ; and it he deceives thofe who ferve

him. My God ! How little wouWfl thou be worthy of our

hearts, wert thou not more amiable, more faithful, and

more worthy of being ferved, than this miferable world !

But, in order to ferve him as he wilhes to be ferved, we

muff cfteem the glory and the happinefs of his fervice ;

we muft prefer this happinels to all others, and labour in it

with fincerity, without referve, and with a ripe and watch-

ful circumfpeQion ; for if it is a common fault to want

fervour in the bufineis of our eternal falvation, and to be-

come difp-ulicd with it ; it is likewife a much more «reneral

one to fail of prudence, and tq miftake our path tov/ards it.

Part
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Part II.—An enterpriFe where the dangers arc daily,

and miftakes common; where amongfl: fo many differ-

ent routs which appear fafe, there is, however, only one

true and unerring, and the fuccefs of which mufl, never-

thflefs, decide our eternal deftiny : An entcrpi iie oi this

nature furely requires uncommon exertions ; and never

had we occafion, in the condu6l ot any other, for fo much

circumfpcflion and prudence. Now that fuch is tlie en-

terprife of Salvation, it would be needle fs to waftc time

in proving here, and equally fo for you to doiibt ; the on-

ly objeft of importance, then, to eflablifh, is, the rules

and the marks ot this prudence, which is to guide- us in fo

dangerous and fo elTential an affair.

The firft rule is, Nut to determine ourfelves by chance

amongfl; that m.ultiplicitv ot ways which mankind purfue ;

carefully to examine ail, independent of ufages and cufloms

which may authorife them ; in the affair ot our falvation,

to give nothing to opinion or example : The fécond is,

When we have finally determined, to leave nothing to the

uncertainty of events, and always to prefer fafcty to dan-

ger.

Such are the common rules of prudence adopted by the

children of the age, in thepurfuit of their preienfiotis ancf

their temporal expectations : Eternal falvation is the only af-

fair in which they are neglcfted. Inthe firft place, No perfon

examines if his ways are fure ; nor does he ever require

any other pledge of his fafcty, than the crov/d which he

fees marching before him. Secondly, In the doubts which

fpring up during our proceedings, the party the raofi: dan-

gerous to falvation, having always felf-love in its favour,

is always preferred : Two im.portant and common errois

ia
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in tix" affair of eternal falvation, M'hicîi it is neceffary to

combat here. The firll rule, is, not to determine by

cbanc^, and in the aiTair of eternity to give nothing to opi-

rion or exarriplc. Indeed, the upright is every where re-

prefented to us in the holy v/ritings, as a judicious and

ptudent man ; who calculates, who compares, who exa-

mines, who difcriiTiinates ; who tries whatever may be the

înoft prooer ; wao does not ligiitly believe every fancy ;

who carries before him the torch ol; the law, that his lte|>s

may be enlightened, and that he may not be in danger of

mi flaking his way. The linner, on the contrary, is there

held out as a faolilh man, wlio marches by chance, and

who, in the mofl dangerous pafies, advances forward with

conndence, as if he was travelling in the flraightefl and molt

certain path.

Now, my brethren, fuch is the fituation of almofl all

men in the affair of falvation. In every other matter, pru-

dent, attentive, diffident, aftive to difcover any errors

concealed under the common prejudices ; it is in falvation

alone, that nothing can equal our credulity and imprudence.

Yes, m.y brethren, "We tell you every day, that the life of

the world, which is to fay, that life of amufement, of in-

utility, of vanity, of fhow, of effeminacy, exempt even

from great crimes ; that this life, I fay, is not a chriftian

one, and confequcntly is a life ot reprobation and infideli-

ty : It is the do£lrine ot that religion in which you are

born ; and fince your infancy you have been nouriflied in

thefe holy truths. The woild, on the contrary, affirms

this to be the only life, which pcrfons of a certain rank (an

]ead ; that not to contorm themfeîves to it, would betray a

•barbarity of manners, in which there would be more fin-

gularity and meanncfs, than reafon or virtue.

I even
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I even confent diat it may Hill be confidered as dubious,

whether the world or we have reafon on our fide ; and that

this grand difpute may not yet be decided ; neverthelefs,

as a horrible alternative depends upon it, and that any mif-

take here is the word o( all evils, it appears tliat piudence

requires us to clear it up at leaf}, before we take the final

ilep. It is furely natural to hehtate between two contend-

ing parties, particularly where our falvation is the fubjeèl

ot difpute : Now, I afk you, Entering into the world,

and adopting its manners, its maxims, and its cufloms, as

you have adopted them, have you begun by examining

•whether it had reafon on its fide, and if we \sTre wron^ and

falfe deceivers ? The world wiflies you to afpire to the fa-

vours of fortune, and to negleél neither cares, exertions,

meannelTcs, nor artifices to procure them
; you fol'o^v' thefe

plans ; but have you examined if the gofpel does not con-

tradicf and forbid them ? The world boafts of luxury, of

magnificence, of the delicacies of the table ; and in matters

of expence, it deems nothing excelTive but what may tend

to derange tb.e circumfiances : Have you informed your-

felves, whether the law of God does not prefcribe a more

holy ufe of the riches which we hold only from, him ?

The v/orld authorifes continual pleafures
;
gamin o-, thea-

très, and treats with ridicule whoever dare venture even to

doubt their innocence : Have you found this decilion in

the forrowful and crucifying maxims of Jefus Chrift i^

The world approves of certain fufpicious and odious

ways of increafing the patrimony of our father^:, and pla-

ces no other bounds lo our defircs than thofe of the laws,

which punifh violence and manifefl injuflicc : Can you

affure us, that the rules of the confciencc do not obferve

more narrowly, and with regard to theÇc matters, do not

enter
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enter into difcuflxons, which the worîd is totally unac-

quainted with ? The world has declared, that a gentle,

effeminate, and idle life, is an innocent lite ; and that

virtue is not fo rigid and auftere as v/e v;iih to make it ;

before giving credit to this merely upon its afTcrtion, have

you confulted whether the do£lrine brought us by Jefus

Chrill from heaven, fubfcribed to the novelty, and to the

danger of thefe maxims ?

What, my brethren ! In the affair of your eternity, with-

out examination or attention, you adopt common prejudices,

merely becaufe they are eftablifhed ? You blindly follow

thofe who march before you, without examining where the

path leads to which they keep ? You even deign not to en-

quire at yourfelves whether or not you are deceived ? You
are fatisfied in knowing that you are not the only perfons

miilaken ? What ! In the bufmefs which muft decide your

eternal deftiny, you do not even make ufe of your reafon ?

You demand no other pledge of your fafety, than the ge-

neral error ? You have no doubt or fufpicion ? You think it

imneccffary to inform yourfelves ? You have no miftrufl ?

All is good, and in your opinion as it ought to be ? You who
are fo nice, fodiPncult, fo miTtraflful, fo full of precaution

when your worldly interefts are in queflion ; in this grand

affair alone, you condu6l yourfelves by inltinft, by fancy,

by foreign impreffions ? You decide upon nothing, but,

indolently, allow yourfelves to be dragged away by the

multitude, and the torrent of example ? You who, in every

other matter, would blufh to think like the crowd ; you who

pique yourfelves upon fuperiority of genius, and upon

leaving to the common people, and to weak minds, all vul-

gar prejudices
; you who carry to ridiculous extreme, per-

haps, your mode of thinking on every other point, upon

falvation
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falvation alone, you think with the crowd, and it appears

that reafon is denied to you, on this grand intereft alone.

What, my brethren ! When you are afl^ed, in the fteps

which you take to enfure fuccefs to your worldly expefta-

tions, the reafons which have induced you to prêter one

party to another, you advance fuch folid and prudent mo-

tives
;
you juflify vour choice by profpeâs fo certain and

decifive
; you appear to have fo maturely confidered them,

before adopting their execution ; and when we demand ot

you whence it comes, that in the affair of your eternal

falvation you prefer the abufes, the cuftoms, the maxims

of the world, to the examples of the faints who certainly

did not live like you ; and to the rules of the gofpel, which

Condemn all thofe who live as you do
;
you have nothing

to anfwer, but that you are not fingular, and that you mull

live like the reft of the world. Great God ! to what pur-

pofe are great abilities in the conducl of projefts which will

perifh with us ! We have reafons and arguments in fupport

of vanity, and v/e are children with regard to the truth
;

we pique ourfelves on our wifdom in the affairs of the

world ; and, alas ! in the bufmefs of our eternal falvation,

w.e think it no difgrace to be ignorant and foolifii.

You will tell us, perhaps, that you are neither wifer,

Bor more able than all the others who live like you ; that

you cannot enter into difculTions which arc beyond your

reach ; that were we to be believed, it would be neceffary

to cavil at, and difputc every thing ; and that piety does

nqt confift in refining to fuch an extreme. But I afk ycu.

Is fo much fubtilty required to know that the world is a de-

ceitful guide ? That its maxims are rejefted in the fchool

of Jefus Chrift ; and tliat its cuftoms can never fubvert the

hvf.oï God ? Is not tliis the moft firople and the mofl: com-

mon
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mon rule of the gofpeJ, and the firft truth in the plan of

falv^ation ? To know our duty, it requires only to walk in

Jiroplicity of heart. Subtiltics are only necefTary in order

to diffenible with ourfclves, and to conneft, if poiTiblc, the

pafiions ^vith the holy rules ; there it is that the human
mind has occahon for all its induRry, for the talk is diifi-

cult : Such is exaélly your cafe, you who pretend, that to

recal cUftoms to the law is a ridiculous refinement : To
know our duty, it only requires conference with ourfelves.

While Saul continued faithful, he had no occauon to con-

fult the forccrefs with regard to what he fliould do : The
law of God fufficicntly inftrufted hirri : It -ivas onlv after

his guilt, that in order to calm the inquietudes of a trou-

bled confcience, and to conneft his criminal weaknciTes

with the law of God, he bethought himfelf of feeking,

in the anfwers of a deceitful oracle, fome authority favour-

able to hi? paffions. Love the truth, and you will foon ac-

quire a knowledge of it : A clear confcience is the bell of

all inllruftors.

Not that I wifli to blame thofc fincere refearches which

an honeft and timid foul makes to enlighten and inftruft it-

felf ; I wifh only to fay, that the majority of doubts with

regard to our duties, in thofe hearts delivered up like you

to the work], fj^rings from a ruling principle of cupidity,

v.'hich, on the one fide, would wifli not to interiere with

its infamous pafhons ; and, on the other, have the authori-

ty of the law, to prcteft it from the remorfes which attend a

raanifefl tranfgrcfiion. For, befides, if you feck the Lord in

fmcerity, and your lights are infufficicnt, there are Hill pro-

pliets in Ifrael ; confult in proper time thofe who preferve

the fôrm of the law, and of the holy doftrine ; and who teach

the '»v3v of God in truth : Do not propofe your doubts

with
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with thofe colourings and foftenings winch always fix tlie

decifion in your favour ; Do not apply in order to be de-

ceived, but to be inllrufted : Seek not favourable, but

fure and enlightened guides ; do not content yourfelves

even with the teftimony of men : Confult the Lord fre-

quently, and through different channels. The voice of

heaven is uniform, becaufe the voice of truth, of which it

is the interpreter, is the fame. If the teftimonies do not

accord, prefer always what places you farthefh from dan-

ger ; always miftruft the opinion which pleafes, and which

already had the fuffrage of your felf-love. It rarely hap-

pens, that the decifions of our inclinations are found the

fame with thofe of the holy rules ; neverthelefs, it is that

which decides on all our preferences in the bufinefs of fal-

vation.—Second flep of our imprudence in the arfair of

our eternal falvation.—In effeft, there is fcarcely a doubt

with regard to our duties, which conceals from us the pre-

cife obligation of the law on every ftep : We know the

paths by which Jefus Chrift, and the faints, have pafTed
;

they are flill pointed out to us every day ; we are invited

by the fuccefs which they have had, to walk in their fleps.

In this manner, fay they to us, with the Apoftle, did

thofe men of God who have preceded us, overcome the

world, and obtain the performance of the promifes : we

fee that by imitating them, we may hope for all, and in the

way in which we walk, that every thing is to be (ir;^aded.

Ought we to hclitate on this alternative ? Neverthelefs, in

every thing we rcfifl our own lights ; everywhere we j)re-

fcr danger to fafety ; our whole life is, indeed, one con-

tinued danger ; in all. our aftions we float, not between

the more or lefs perfetf, but between guilt and fimple er-

rors : Every time we aft, the queliion is not to kri0w

whether we are doing the greateft good, but if we are

Vol. I. F commiiting
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committing only a flight fault, worthy of indulgence :

All our duties are limited, to the enquiry at ourfelves, if

profeffing fuch principles ; if to a certain degree, deHver-

ing ourfelves up to refentment ; if employing a certain de-

gree of duplicity ; if not denying ourfelves a certain gra-

tification be a crime, or a venial fault ; you always hang

betwixt thefe two deftinies ; and your confcience can never

render you the teftimony, that on any occafion you made

choice of the party in which there was no danger.

Thus, you know, that a life of plcafure, of gaming, of

fhow, of amufement, when even nothing grofs or crimi-

nal is mingled with it, is a party very doubtful for eternity ;

no faint, at leaft, has left you fuch an example : You are

fenfible, that more guarded and more Chriftian manners

would leave you nothing fimilar to dread ; neverthelefs you

love an accommodating doubt better than an irkfomc fafe-

ty
; you know that grace has moments which never reiurn ;

that nothing is more uncertain than the return of holy im-

pulfes once rejefted : that falvation deferred almoft always

fails ; and that to begin to-day, is prudently affuring our-

felves of fuccefs ;
you know it

;
yet you prefer the un-

certain hope of a grace to come, to the prefent falvation

which offers itfelf to you. Now, my brethren, I only de-

mand of you two reflexions, and I fhall finifh. In the firft-

place, When even in this path which you tread, the ba-

lance were equal, that is to fay, when it were equally fuf-

picious, whether you are to be faved or lofl ; did the fmal-

leff portion of faith remain to you, you would be plunged

in the mofl cruel alarms ; it ought to appear horrible to

you, that your eternal falvation was become a problem,

upon which you knew not what to decide, and upon

which, with equal appearances of truth, you might deter-

mine
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mine for the happinefs or the mifery of your everlafting

lot, in the fame manner as upon thofe indifferent quellions

which God has yielded up to the controverfies of men ;

You ought to undertake every thing, and to employ every

exertion to place appearances at leaft, in your favour, and

to find out a fituation where prejudices would be on your

fide : And hère, where every thing concludes againft you ;

where the law is unfavourable ; where you have nothing

in your favour but fome fallacious appearances of reafon,

upon which, you would not hazard the fmalleft ot your

temporal interefts ; and with manners which to tliis period

have faved none, and in which you only ftrengthen and

comfort yourfelves by the example of thofe who perifh

with you ; You are tranquil in this path : You admit of,

and acknowledge the wifdom of thofe who have chofen a

more certain one
;
you fay that they are praife-worthy ;

that they are happy who can affume fuch a command over

themfelves ; that it is much fafer to live as they do ;
you

fay this, and you think it needlefs to imitate, or follow

their example ? Madman ! cries the Apoftle, What delu-

fion is it that blinds thee? and wherefore doft thou not

obey that truth which thou knoweft ? Ah Î my brethren,

in a choice which interefts our glory, our advancement,

our temporal interefts, are we capable of fuch impru-

dence ? Of all the various ways which prefent themfelves

to ambition, do we leave thofe where every appearance

feems favourable to our fuccefs, and make choice of fuch

as lead to nothing ; where fortune is tardy and doubtful
;

and which have hitherto been only productive of mil-

fortune ? Of falvation alone, therelore, we make a kind

of fpeculation, if I may venture to fpeak in this manner
;

that is to fay, an undertaking without arrangement, wiih-

out precaution, which we abandon to the uncertainty of

events,.
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events, and of winch the fiiccefs can alone be expefted

from chance, and not from our exertions. In a word, as

my laft refleQion, allow me to afk, Why you fearch lor,

and alledge to us fomany Tpecious reafons, as a j unification

to yourfelves, of the manner in which you live ? Either

you wifli to be faved, or you are determined to be loft.

Do you wilh to be faved ? Choofe then the moll proper

means of attaining what you afpire to. Quit thofe doubt-

ful paths, by which none have hitherto been conduced to

it ; confine yourfelves to that which Jefus Chrift has point-

ed out to us, and which alone can fafely lead us to it ; do

not apply yourfelves to leffen in your own fight the dangers

of your own fituation, and to view them in the mofl fa-

vourable light, in order to dread them lefs ; rather magnify

the danger to your mind : We cannot dread too much,

what we cannot fliun too much : And falvation is the

only concern where precaution can never be excefFive,

bccaufe a miflake in it is without remedy. See if thofe

who once followed the fame deceitful paths in which you

tread, and who employed the fame reafons that you make

ufe of, for their juftification, have confined themfelves to

them from the moment that grace had operated in their

hearts, ferions and fincere defires of falvation : They re-

garded the dangers in which you live, as incompatible with

their defign ; they fought more folid and certain paths
;

they made the holy faiety of retirement, fucceed to the

inutility and the dangers of fociety ; the habit of prayer,

to the diffipation of gaming and amufements ; the guard of

the fenfcs, to the indecency of drefs, and the danger of

public fpeftacles ; Chrillian mortification, to the foitnefs

of an efieminate and fenfual life ; the gofpcl to the world
;

they comprehended that it would be abfurd to wiOi their

falvation through the fame means by which others are loft.

But,
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But, if you are determined to perifh ; alas ! Why will you

Hill preferve meafures with religion? Why will you al-

ways feek to place fome fpecious reafons on your fide ; to

conciHateyour manners with thegofpel ; and to preferve, as

I may fay, appearances Hill with Jefus Chrift ? Why are

you only half finners, and ftill leave to your groffeft paf-

fions the i^fclefs check of the law ? Call off the remains of
_

that yoke which is irkfome to you ; and which, in leflen-

ing your pleafures, lefiens not your punifhment. Why
do you accomplilh your perdition with fo much contraint ?

In place Af thofe fcruplcs, which permit you only doubttnl

gains, and deny you itill certain low, and manii'eflly wicked

profits, but which place you in the number of thofe re-

probates who fhall never poflefs the kingdom of God ; over-

leap thefe bounds, and no longer place any limits to your

guilt, but thofe of your cupidity : In place of thofe loofe

and worldly manners, which will equally prove your ruin,

refufe nothing to your paffions, and, like the beafts of the

earth, yield to the gratification of every defire. Yes, fin-

ners, perifh with all the fruits of iniquity, feeing you will

equally reap tears and eternal punifhment.

But, no, my dear hearer, we only give you thcfe coun-

fels of defpair, in order to infpire you with a jufl horror

at them ; it is a tender artifice of zeal, which only afTumes

the appearance of exhorting you to dcflruftion, that you

may not confent yourfelves : alas ! follow rather thofe re-

mains of light, which flill point out the truth to you at a

diftance ; it is not without reafon that the Lord has hitherto

preferved within you thefe feeds of falvation, and has not

permitted all, even to the principles, to be blotied out : It

is a claim which he Hill prefervcs to your lieart : Take

• care
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care only that you found not upon this, the vain hope of a

future converfion : We are not permitted to hope, till we
have begun to labour. Begin, then, the grand work of

your eternal falvation, for which, alone, the Almighty has

placed you upon the earth ; and on which you have never

as yet bellowed even a thought. Efleem fo important a

care ; prefer it to all others ; find your only pleafures in

applying to it ; examine the fureft and moft proper means

to fuccecd, and fix upon them, whatever they coll, from

the moment you have found them out.

Such is the prudence of the gofpel, fo often recommend-

ed by Jefus Chrill ; beyond that, all is vanity and error :

You may poflefs a fuperior mind, capable of every exer-

tion ; and rare and fliining talents ; if you err with regard

to your eternal falvation, you are a child, Solomon, fo

elleemed in the eaft for his wifdom, is a madman, whofe

folly we can now with difficulty comprehend : All worldly

reafon is but a m.ockery, a dazzling of the fenfes, if it

miftakes the decifive point of eternity : There is nothing

important in life but this fingle objeft ; all the refl is a

dream, in which any miflake is of little confequence.

Trufl not yourfelves, therefore, to the multitude, which

is the party of thofe who err : Take not as guides, men

who can never be your fureties ; leave nothing to

chance, or to the uncertainty of events ; it is the height of

folly where eternity is concerned ; remember that there is

an infinity of paths, which appear right to men, yet never-

thclefs condu6l to death : That almoft all who perifh, do it

in the belief that they are in the way of falvation ; and that

all reprobates, at tlie laft day, when they fliall hear their

fentence pronounced, will be furprifed, fays the gofpel^

* at
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at their condemnation ; becaufe they all expe£led the inhe-

ritance of the juft. It is thus, that after having waited for

it in this life, according to the rules of faith, you will for

ever enjoy it in heaven.

Now, to God, î3c.

SERMON

>^>^.^^^^



SERMON II.

ON THE SMALL NUMBER OF THE SAVED.

Luke iv. 27.

And many Lepers were in IJrael in the time of Elifeus the

Prophet: and none of them was cleanfed, faving

Naaman the Syrian.

jCjVery day, my brethren, you continue to demand of

us, if the road to heaven is really fo difficult, and the

number of the faved is indeed fo fmallas we fay. To a quef-

tion, fo often propofed, and (till oftener refolved, our Sa-

viour anfwers you at prefent, that there were many widows

in Ifrael afflifted with famine ; but the widow of Sarepta

was alone found worthy the fuccour of the Prophet Elias :

That the number of leoers was çreat in Ifrael in the time

of the Prophet Elifeus ; and that Naaman was the only

one cured by the man of God.

Were I here, my brethren, for the purpofe of alarming,

rather than inflruÊfing you, I needed only to recapitulate

what in the holy writings we find dreadful, with regard to

this great truth ; and running over the hiftory of the juft,

from age to age, to fliew you, that in all times the number

of
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o! the faved has been very fmall. The famiry of Noah

alone faved from the general flood : Abraham, chofen from

amongft men, to be the fole depofitory of the covenant

with God : Jofhua and Caleb, the only two of fix hundred

thoufand Hebrews, who faw the land of promife : Job

the only upright man in the land of Uz : Lot, in Sodom.

To reprefentations fo alarming, would have fucceeded the

fayings of the Prophets. In Ilaiah, you would fee the

eleft as rare as the grapes, which are found after the vint-

age, and have efcaped the fearch of the gatherer ; as rare

as the blades which remain by chance in the field, and have

efcaped the fcythe of the mower. The Evangelift would

flill have added new traits to the terrors of thefe immages.

I might have fpoken to you of two roads ; ot which one is

narrow, rugged, and the path of a very fmall number ;

the other broad, open, and llrewed with flowers ; and al-

mofl; the general path of men. That every where, in the

holy writings, the multitude is always fpoken of, as form-

ing the party of the reprobate ; while the faved, compared

with the reft of mankind; form only a Irnali flock, fcarce-

ly perceptible to the fight. I would have left you in tears

with regard to your falvation ; always cruel to thole who

have not renounced faith, and every hope of being among;1

the faved. But what would it ferve, to limit the fruits of

this inftruftion, to the fingle point of proving, how few

pérfons are faved ? Alas ! I would make the danger known,

without infl:ru6fing you how to avoid it : I would {hew you,

with the Prophet, the fword of the wrath ot God, fuf-

pended over your heads, without aflifting you to efcape the

threatened blow : I would alarm the confciencc, without

inftru6fing the finner.

My intention is therefore to-day, in our morals and man-

ner of life, to fearch for the caufe of tin's number being fo

Vol. I. G fmall.
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fmall. As every one flatters himfelf he will not be exclud-

ed, it is of importance to examine if his confidence be

^ve]\ founded. I wifli not, in marking to you the caufes

which render falvation fo rare, to make you generally con-

clude, that few will be faved ; but to bring you to afk of

yourfelves, if living as you live, you can hope to be fo.

Who am I ? What is it I do for heaven ; and what can be

my hopes in eternity ? I propofe no other order, in a matter

of fuch importance. What are the caufes which render

falvation fo rare ? I mean to point out three principal ones,

which is the only arrangement of this difcourfe. Art and

far-fought reafonings would here be ill-timed. O attend,

therefore, be whom you may ! No fubjcft can be more

worthy your attention, fmce it goes to inform you, what

may be the hopes of your eternal deftiny.

Part I. Few are faved ; becaufe in that number we can

only comprehend two defcriptions of perfons ; either thofe

who have been fo happy as to preferve their innocence pure

and undefiled ; or thofe, who after having loft, have re-

gained it by penitence :—Firft caufe. There are only thefe

two ways of falvation ; and heaven is only open to the in-

nocent or the penitent. Now of which party are you '?

Are you innocent ? Are you penitent ?

Nothing unclean fliall enter the kingdom of God. We
muft confequently carry there, either an innocence unful-

lied, or an innocence regained. Now, to die innocent, is

a grace to which few fouls can afpire ; and to live penitent,

is a mercy, which the relaxed flate of our morals renders

equally rare. Who indeed will pretend to falvation, by the

claim of innocence? Where are the pure fouls in whom fm

has



ON THE SMALL NUMBER OF THE SAVED 51

has never dwelt ; and who have preferved to the end the fa-

cred treafure of grace confided to them by baptifm, and

which our Saviour will re-demand at the awiul day of

punifhment ?

In thofe happy days, when the whole church was ftill

but an affembly of faints, it was very uncommon to find

an inflance of a believer, who, after having received th.e

gifts of the Holy Spirit, and acknowle.dged Jefus Chrifl in

the facrament, which regenerates us, fell back to his tor-

mer irregularities of life. Ananias and Saphira were the

only prevaricators in the church of Jerufalem ; that of

Corinth, had only one incelluous finner. Church peni-

tence was then a remedy almoft unknown ; and fcarcely

was there found among thefe true Ifraelites one fingle leper,

whom they were obliged to drive from the holy altar, and

feparate from communion with his brethren. But fince

that time, the number of the upright diminifhes, in pro-

pertion as that of believers increafes. It would appear,

that the world, pretending now to have become almoil ge-

nerally Chriftian, has brought with it into the Church its

corruptions and its maxims. Alas ! we all go aftray, al-

moft from the breaft of our mothers ! The firfl ufe which

we make oi our heart is a crime ; our firft defires are paf-

fions ; and our reafon only expands and increafes on the

wrecks of our innocence. The earth, fays a Prophet, is

infefted by the corruption of thofe who inhabit it : All

have violated the laws, changed the ordinances, and bro-

ken the alliance which fhould have endured for ever : All

commit fin ; apd fcarcely is there one to be found, who

does the work of the Lord, Injulîice, calumny, lying,

treachery, adultery, and the blacked crimes, have deluged

the earth. The brother lays fnares for his brother ; the fa-

ther
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ther is divided from his children ; the hufband from hi*

wife : There is no tie which a vile interefl: docs not dif-

folve : Good faith and probity are no longer virtues but

among the fimple people ; animofities are endlefs ; recon-

ciliations feints ; and never is a former enemy regarded as

a brother : They tear, they devour each other. Aifem-

blies are no longer but for the purpofe of public and gene-

ral cenfure. The pu reft virtue is no longer a proteftion

from the malignity of tongues. Gaming is become either

a trade, a fraud, or a fury. Repafts, thofe innocent ties

of fociety, degenerate into exceffes, of which we dare not

fpeak. Our age witnefles horrors, with which our forefa-

thers were unacquainted. Behold then already one path ot

falvation fhut to the generality ot men. All have erred.

Be whom you may, who liften to me at prefent, the time

has been, when fin reigned over you : Age may perhaps

have calmed your paffions ; but what was your youth ?

Long and habitual infirmities may perhaps have difgufted

you with the world; but what ufe did you formerly make

of the vigour of your health ? A fudden infpiration oi

grace may have turned your heart ; but do you not mofl

fervently intreat, that every moment prior to that infpira-

tion may be effaced from the remembrance of the Lord *

But with what am I taking up my time ? We are all fin-

ners, O my God ! And thou knoweft our hearts : What

we know of our errors, is perhaps in thy fight the moft

pardonable ; and we all allow, that by innocence, we have

no claim to falvation. There remains, therefore, only one

refource, which is penitence. After our fhipwreck, fay

the faints, it is the happy plank, which alone can condufk

us into port ; there is no other mean ot falvation for us.

Be whom you may, prince or fubjeff, great or low, peni-

tence
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tence alone can fave you. Now permit me to afk, where

are the penitent ? You will find more, fays a holy father,

who have never fallen, than who, after their fall, have raif-

ed themfelves by true repentance : This is a terrible faying
;

but do not let us carry things too far ; The truth is fuffi-

ciently dreadiul, without adding new terrors to it by vain

declamation.

Let us only examine, if the majority of us have a right

through penitence to falvation. What is a penitent ? Ac-

cording to Tertullian, a penitent is a believer, who feels

every moment the unhappinefs which he formerly had, to

forget and lofe his God ; who has his guilt incelfantly be-

fore his eyes ; who finds every where the traces and re-

membrance of it;

A penitent is a man, tntrufted by God, with judgment

againft himfelf ; who refufes himfelf the moft innocent

pleafures, becaufe he had formerly indulged in the moft

criminal ; who puts up with the moft neceffary ones with

pain ; who now regards his body as an enemy, whom it is

neceffary to conquer ; as an unclean veffel which muft he

purified ; as an unfaithful debtor, of whom it is proper to

exa6l the laft farthing ; a penitent regards himfelf as a cri-

minal condemned to death, becaufe he no longer is wor-

thy of life. In the lofs of riches or health, he fees only a

privation of favours that he had formerly abufed ; in the,

humiliations which happen to him, but the pains of his

guilt ; in the agonies with which he is racked, but the com-

mencement of thofe punifhmcnts he has juftly merited ;

fuch is a penitent. But I again afk you, where amongft us

are penitents of this dcfcription ? Now look around you.

I do not tell you to judge your brethren, but to examine

what
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what are the manners and morals of thofe who furround

you ; nor do I fpea'k oi thofe open and avowed finners ;

who have thrown off even the appearance of virtue, I fpeak

only of thofe who like yourfelves live like the generality
;

and whofe aftions prefent nothing to the public view, par-

ticularly fhameful or depraved. They are finners ; and

they admit of it : You are not innocent; and you confefs

it yourfelves. Now, are they penitent ; or are you ? Age,

avocations, more ferious employments, may perhaps have

checked the fallics of youth : Even the bitternefs which the

Almighty has made attendant on our.pafTions ; the deceits,

the treacheries of the world ; an injured fortune, with a

ruined conllitution, may have cooled the ardour, and con-

fined the irregular defires ot your heart : Crimes may have

difgufled you even with crimes ; for pafTions gradually ex-

tinguifli themfelves. Time, and the natural inconllancy of

the heart, will bring thefe about ; yet neverthelefs, though

detached from fin by incapability, you are no nearer your

God. According to the world, you are become more pru-

dent, more regular, more what it calls men of probity ;

more exa6l in fulfilling your public or private duties ; but

you are not penitent. You have ceafed from your difor-

ders ; but you have not expiated them : You are not con-

verted : This great ftroke ; this grand change of the heart,

which regenerates man, has not yet been felt by you. Ne-

verthelefs this fituation, fo truly dangerous, does not alarm

you ; Sins, which have never been wafhcd away by finceie

repentance, and confequently never obliterated from the

book of life, appear in your eyes as no longer exifting ; and

you (will tranquilly leave this world in a ftate of impeni-

tence, fo much the more dangerous, as you will die, with-

out being fenfible oi your danger. What I fay here, is not

merely a rafh expreffion, or an emotion of zeal : Nothing

is
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is more real, or more exa6lly true : It is the fituation of al-

moft all men, even the wifefl: and moft efteemed by the

world.

The morality of the younger flages in life is always lax,

if not licentious. Age, difguft, and eftablifhments for life,

fix the heart, and withdraw it from debauchery : but whe-re

are thofe who are converted ? Where are thofe who expi-

ate their crimes by tears of forrow, and true repentance ?

Where are thofe, who having begun as finners, end as peni-

tents ? Shew me, in your manner of living, the fmalleft

trace of penitence. Are your grafpings at wealth and pow-

er ;
your anxieties to attain the favour of the great, (and by

thefe means an increafe of employments and influence),

are thefe proofs of it ? Would you wifh to reckon even

your crimes as virtues ? That the fufferings of your ambi-

tion, pride, and avarice, fliould difcharge you from an ob-

ligation which they themfelves have impofed ? You are

penitent to the world ; but are you fo to Jefus Chrilt ? The
infirmities with which God affiifts you; the enemies he

raifes againft you; the difgraces and lofTes with whicli he

tries you ; do you receive them all as you ought, with hum-

ble fubmiffionto his will ; and far from finding in them oc-

cafions of penitence, do you not turn them into the obje6ls

of new crimes ? It is the duty of an innocent foul, to re-

ceive with fubmiffion the chaflifements of the Almighty
;

to difcharge, with courage, the painful duties ot the ftation

allotted to him ; and to be faithful to the laws of the gof-

pel ; but do finners owe nothing beyond this ? And yet

they pretend to falvation ; but upon what claim ? To fay

that you are innocent before Gofi, your own confcience

will beartcftimony againfl; you. To endeavour to perfuade

yourfelves that you are penitent, you dare vat ; and you

WOui<iI
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would condemn yourfelves through your own mouths. Up-
on what then doft thou depend, O man ! who thus liveft

fo tranquil ?

And what renders it ftiil more dreadful is, that afting in

this manner, you only follow the torrent : Your morals

are the morals of almoft all men. You may, perhaps, be

acquainted with fome ftiil more guilty, (for I fuppofe you

to have ftiil {ome fentiments of religion, and regard for

your folvation) ; but do you know any real penitents ? I am
afraid we muft fearch the deferts and folitudes for them.

You can fcarcely particularife among perfons of rank and

ufage of the world, a fmall number whofe morals and

mode of life more auftere and more guarded than the

generality, attraft the attention, and very likely the cenfure

of the public : All the reft walk in the fame path. I fee

clearly that every one comforts himfclf by the example of

his neighbour ; That in that point, children fucceed to the

falfe fecurity of their fathers ; that none live innocent
;

that none die penitent : I fee it ; and I cry, O God ! If

thou haft not deceived us ; if all thou haft told us with re-

gard to the road to eternal life, fhall be fulfilled to a point ;

if the number of thofe who muft perifh, fliall not influence

THEE to abate from the feverity of thy laws, what will be-

come of that immenfe multitude of creatures which every

hour difappears from the face of the earth ? Where are our

friends, our relations who have gone before us ; and what

is their lot in the eternal regions of death ? What ftiall we-

ourfelves be one day ? When formerly a Prophet complain-

ed to the Lord, tliat all Ifrael had forfaken his protection
;

He replied, that feven thoufand ftiil remained, who had

not bowed the knee to Baal : Behold the number of pure

and faitTiful fouls which a whole kingdom then contained.

But
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But couldeil thou dill, O my God ! comfort the anguifii of

thy fervants to-day by the fame affurance ? I know that

t^.iine eye difcerns Hill fome upright amongft us ; that the

priefthood has flill its Phineas' ; the magiftracy its Samu-

els ; the fvvord its Jofhuas ; the Court its Daniels, its

Efthers, and its Davids; for the world only exifts for thy

chofen ; and all would perifli were the number accomplifh-

ed : But thofe happy remains of the children of Ifrael who

fnall inherit falvalion, what are they, compared to the

grains of fand in the fea ; I mean to that number of finners

v/ho combat for their own deftru6lion ? You come after this»

my brethren, to enquire if it be true, that few fhall be

faved. Thou haft faid it, O my God ! and confequently

k is a truth which will endure for ever.

But, even admitti% that the Almighty had not fpoken

thus, I would wifh, in the fécond place, to review, for an

inftant, what paffes among men ; The laws by which they

are governed : The maxims by which the multitude is re-

gulated : This is the fécond caufe of the paucity of the

faved ; and, properly fpeaking, is only a developement of

the firft : The force of habit and cuftoms.

Part II. Few people are faved, becaufe the maxims

moft univerfally received in all countries, and upon which

depend, in general, the morals of the multitude, are in-

compatible with falvation. The rules laid down, approved,

and authorifed by^the world, with regard to the application

of wealth, the love of glory, Chrillian moderation, and

the duties of offices and conditions, are diametricallv op*

polite to thofe of the Evangclifts ; and confequently can

lead only to death. I fhall not, at prcfent, enter into a

detail too extended for a difcourfe, and too little ferious,

perhaps, for Chriflians,:

Vol. I. H I need
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I need not tell you, that it is an eftabliflied cuftom in the.

world, to allow the liberty of proportioning expences to

rank and wealth ; and provided ifc is a patrimony we in-

herit from our aneellors, we may diftinguifli ourfelves by

the ufe of it, without reftraint to our luxury, or without

regard in our profufion, to any thing but our pride and

caprice.

But Chriftian moderation has its rules : We are not the

abfolute mailers of our riches ; nor are we entitled to abufe

what the Almighty has bellowed upon us for better pur-

pofes : Above all, while thoufands of unfortunate wretches

languifh in poverty, whatever we make ufe of beyond the

wants and neceflary expences of our ftation, is an inhu-

manity to, and a theft from the poor. Thefe are refine-

ments of devotion, fay they; and i# matters of expence

and profufion nothing is exceffive or blameable, according

to the world, but what may tend to derange the fortune. I

need not tell you, that it is an approved cuftom, to decide

our lots, and to regulate our choice of profeflTions or fitua-

tions in life, by the order of our birth, or the interefts of

fortune. But, O my God ' does the miniftry of thy gof-

pel derive its fource from the worldly confiderations of a

carnal birth ? We cannot eftablilh all, fays the world, and

it would be melancholy to fee perfons of rank and birth in

avocations unworthy of their dignity. If born to a name

diftinguiflied in the world, you muft get forward by dint

of intrigue, meannefs, and expence : Make fortune your

idol. That ambition, however much condemned by the

laws of the gofpel, is only a fentiment worthy your name

and birth.

You are of a fex and rank whicli introduce you to the

gaities of the world : You cannot but do as others do :

You
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You muft frequent all the public places, where thofe of

}'(Our age and rank aiïernble ; enter into the fame pleafures ;

pafs your days in the fame frivolities ; and expofe yourfclf

to the fame dangers ; thefe are the received rnaxims ; and

you are hot made to reform them : Such is the doûrinc

of the world.

Now permit me to àfk you here ; Who confirms you in

thiefe ways ? By what rules are they juftified to your mind ?

Who authorifes you in this didipàtion, which is neither

agreeable to the title you have received by. baptifm, nor

perhaps to thofe you hold iroio-fcfur anceftors ? Who au-

thorifes thofe public pleafures, which you only think innor

cent, becaufe yoUr foul, already too familiarized with (in,

feels no longer the dangerous impf&flions or tendency of

them ? Who authorifes you to lead an effeminate and fen-

fual life, without virtue, fufferance, or any religious exér-

cife ? To live like a flranger iii the midft of your own fa-

mily, difdaining to inform yourfelf with regard to the mo-

ïâls of thofe dependent upon you ! Through an affe6led

ftâte-, to be ignorant whether they believe in the famtr

God; whether they fulfil the duties of thfe religion yoii

profefs ? Who authorifes you in maxims fo little Ghriflian }

Is it the gofpel of Jefus Chrift ? Is it the doftrine of the-

Apoftles and faints ? For furely fome rule i^ neceffary to

iaffure us that we are in fafety : What is yours ? Gufiom :

That is the only reply you can ihake. We fee none around

us, but what conduft themfelves in the fame way and by

the fame rule. Entering into the world, we find the man-

ners already eftabliflied : Our fathers lived thus, and frojh

them we copy our cufloms : The wifeff conform to therh :

An individual cannot be wifer than the whole world, aild

mull not pretend to make himfelf fmgular, by ai5ling con-

^ trary
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trary to the general voice. Such, my brethren, arc yoijr

only comforters againft all the terrors of religion : None

aft up to the law. The public example i.s the only guaran-

tee of our morals. We never refleft, that, as the Holy

Spirit fays, the laws of the people are vain : That our Sa-

viour has left us rules, in which neither times, ages, nor

euftoms, can ever authorife the fmalleft change : That the

heavens and the earth fhall pafs away ; that cufloms and

manners fhall change ; but that the Divine laws will ever-

laftingly be the fame..

We content ourfelves with looking around us : We do

not refleft, that what at prefent we call cuftom, would, in

former times, before the morals of Chriftians became de-

generated, have been regarded as monflrous fmgularities ;

and, if corruption has gained fince that period, thefe vices,

though they have loft their Angularity, have not loft their

guilt. We do not refleft, that we fliall be judged by the

gofpel, and not by cuftom ; by the examples of the holy,

and not by mens opinions ; that the habits, which are only

eftabliflicd among believers by the relaxation of faith, are

abufes we are to lament, not examples we are to follow ;

That in changing the manners, they have not changed our

duties : that the common and general example which au-

thorifes them, only proves that virtue is rare, but not that

profligacy is permitted : In a word, that piety and a real

Chriftian life are too unpalatable to our depraved nature,

ever to be praftifed by the majority of men. Come now

and fay, that you only do as others do : It is exaftly by

that you condemn yourfelves. What ! the raoft terrible

certaintv of your condemnation, Ihall become the only

înotive for your confidence I Which, according to the

Striptures, is the road that condufls to death ? Is it not

that
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that which the majority purfues ? Which is the party of

the reprobate ? Is it not the multitude ? You do nothing

but what others do : But thus, in the time of Noah, pe-

rifiied all who were buried under the waters oi the Deluge :

Ail who, in the time of Nebuchadnezzar, proftratcd them--

felves before the golden calf : All who, in the time oi Eli-

jah, bowed the knee to Baal : All who, in the time of

Eleazar, abandoned the law of their fathers. You only do

what others do ; but that is exaftlv what the Scriptures for-

bid : Do not, fay they, conform yourfelves to this corrupt-

ed age : Now, the corrupted age means not the fniall num-

ber oi jufl, whom you endeavour net to imitate ; it means

the multitude whom you follow. You only do what others

do : You. will confequently experience the fame lot. Now,
*' JVIifery to thee, (cried formerly St. Auguitine,) fatal tor-

' rent of human cuftoms ; wilt thou never fufpend thy

*' courfe ? To the end wilt thou drag in the children oi

' Adam to thine immenfe and terrible ahyfs ?"

In place of faying to ourfelves, "What are my hopes ?

*< In the church of Jefus Chrift there are two roads ; one

*' broad and open, by which almoft the whole world pafTes,

" and which leads to death ; the other narrow, where few in-

*' deed enter, and which conduces to liie eternal ; In which

•' of thefeam I ? Are my morals tb.e ufual ones oi perforis of

" my rank, age, and fituation in life ? Am I with the great

*^' number ? Then I am not in the right path : I am lofing

.*' myfelf : The great number in every flation is not the

** party of the favcd." Far from reafoning in this man-

ner, we fay to ourfelves, " I am 'not in a worfe ilate than

.*• others ; thofe of my rank and age live as 1 do : Win'
*' fhould I not live like them ?" Wliy, my dear hearer ?

for that very reafon : The general mode of living cannot

be
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be that of a Chiiftian life : In all ages, the holy have been

remarkable and fingular men : Their manners were al-

ways different from thofe of the world ; and they have on-

ly been faints, becaufe their lives had no fimilarity to

thofe of the refl of mankind. In the time of Efdras, in

ipite of the defence againft it, the cuflom prevailed of in-

termarrying with flranger women : This abufe became ge-

neral :
' The priefts and the people no longer made any

fcruple of it : But what did this holy reftorer of the law ; or

did he follow the example of his brethren ? Did he believe

that guilt, in becoming general, became more legitimate ?

No. He recalled the people to a fenfe of the abufe : He
took the book of the law in his hand, and explaining it to

the affrighted people, corre6fed the cuflom by the truth.

Follow, from age to age, the hiftory of the jufl ; and fee

if Lot conformed himfelf to tlie habits of Sodom, or if

nothing diftinguiflîcd him from the other inhabitants : If

Abraham lived like the reft of his age : If Job refembled

the other princes of his nation : If Efther condufted her-

felf in the court of Ahafuerus like the other women of that

Prince : If manj^ widows in Ifrael refembled Judith : If,

among the children of the captivity, it is not faid of Tobias

alone, that he copied not the conduft of his brethren ; and

that he even fled from the danger of their commerce and

fociety. See, if in thofe happy ages, when Chriftians were

all faints, they did not fhine like ftars in the midft of the cor-

rupted nations ; and if they ferved not as a fpeftacle to an-

gels and men, by the fingularity of their lives and man-

ners : If the Pagans did not reproach them for their retire-

ment, and fhunning of all public theatres, places, and

pleafures : If they did not complain that the Chriflians af-

iefted to diftinguifh themfelves in every thing from their

fellow-citizens ; to form a feparate people in the midft of

the
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the people ; to have their particular laws and cufloms ; and

if a man from their fide embraced the party of the Chrif-

tians, they did not confider him as for ever loll to their

pleafures, afTembiies, and cufloms : In a word, fee, if in all

ages, the faints whofe lives and a6lions have been tranfmit-

ted down to us, have refembled the reft of mankind.

You will perhaps tell us, that all thefe are fingularities

and exceptions, rat|^er than rules which the world is obliged

to follow : They are exceptions, it is true; but the reafon

is, that the general rule is to throw away falvation ; that a

religious and pious foul in the midft of the world, is al-

ways a fingularity approaching to a miracle. The whole

world, you fay, is not obliged to follow thefe examples ;

but is not piety the general duty of all ? To be faved, mull

we not be holy ? Muft heaven, with difficulty and fuffer-

ance, be gained by fome ; while with eafeby others ? Have

you any other gofpel to follow ; other duties to fulfil ; other

promifes to hope for, than thofe of the Holy Bible ? Ah !

Since there was another way more eafy to arrive at falva-

tion, wherefore, ye pious Chriftians, who at this moment

enjoy in heaven, that kingdom, gained with toil, and at

the expence of your blood, did ye leave us examples fo dan-

gerous and ufelefs ?

Wherefore have ye opened for us a road, rugged, dlf-

agreeable, and calculated to reprefs our ardour, feeing

there was another you could have pointed out, more eafy,

and more likely to attra6l us, by facilitating our progrefs ?

Great God ! how little does mankind confult reafon in

the point of eternal falvation!

Will you confole yourfclves after this with the multitude,

as if thegreatnefs of the number could render the guilt un-

punifhed
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punifheJ, and the Almighty durfl not condemn all thofe

who live like you ? But what are all creatures in the fight

of God ? Did the multitude ot the guilty prevent him

from deilroying all flefh at the Deluge ? From making fire

from heaven defcend upon the five iniquitous cities ? From

burying in the waters of the Red Sea, Pharaoh and all his

army ? From flriking with death all who murmured in

the defert ? Ah ! The kings of the earth may have regard to

the number of-the guilty, becaufethe i^unifhment becomes

impoflible, or at lead dangerous, when the fault is become

general. But God, who wipes the impious, fays Job,

from off the face of the earth, as one wipes the dufl

from off a garment; God, in whofe fight all people

and nations are as if they were not, numbers not the guil-

ty : He has regard only to the crimes ; and all that the

weak and miferable finner can expecl from his unhappy

accomplices, is to have them as companions in his mifery.

So few are faved ; becaufe the maxims moft univerfally

adopted, are maxims of fin : So few are faved, becaufe

the maxims and duties moft univerfally unknown, or rc-

jefted, arc thofe moft indifpenfable to ftîlvation. Laft re-

fleftion, which is indeed nothing more than the proof,

and the explanation of the former ones.

What are the engagements of the holy vocation to which

we have all been called ? The folemn promifes of baptifm.

What have we promifed at baptifm ? To renounce the

world, the devil, and the flefh : Thefe are our vows : This is

the fituation of the Chriftian : Thefe are the effential con-

ditions of our covenant with God, by which eternal Hie

has been promifed to us. Thefe truths appear familiar,

and deftined for the common people ; but it is a miftakc :

Nothing can be more fublime ; and alas ! nothing is more

generally unknown : It is at the court of kings, and to

the
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X\\t princes of the earth, that without ceafing we ou^^ht to

rihn'Otince them. Alas ! They are well iiiftrufted in all the

affairs of the world, while the firft principles of Chriftian

morality are fre(^uently more unknown to them than to

ïiumbife and fimplè hearts. At your baptilm, you have

then renounced the world. It is a promife you have made

lo God, before the holy altar ; the Church has been the

guarantee and depofitory of it ; and you have only been

adniitied into the number of believers, and marked with

the undefeafible feal of falvation, upon the faith that you

have fworn to the Lord, to love neither the world, nor

what the world loves. Had you then anfwered what you

iioW repeat every"'^^^^, that you find not the world fo black

"and pefriicious as we fay; that after all it' may innocently

be loved ; and that we only decry it fo much, becaufe we

"do 'riot know it ; and fince you are to live in the world,

you wifh to live like thofe who are in it : Had you anfwer-

ed thus, the Church would not have received you into its

boforh ; would riot have cbnne6led you with the hope of

Chriftians, nor joined you in communion with thofe who

have overcome the world : She would have advifed you to

^o and live with thofe infidels who know notour Saviour.

For this reafon it was, that, in former ages, thofe of the

Catechumen, who could not prevail upon themfelves to

renounce the world and its pleafures, put off their baptifm

till death ; and durft not approach the holy altar, to con-

ittaft by the facram.ent, which regenerates us, engagements

of which they knew the importance and fanflity ; and to

fulfil which, they felt themfelves ftill unqualified. You
are therefore required, by the mofl facred of all vows, to

hate the world ; that is to fay, not to conform yourfelves

to it : If you love it, if you follow its pleafures and cuf-

toms, you are not only, as St. John fays, the enemy of

Vol. I. I

'

Go4



ê6 S £ R M N I!.

God, but you likewife renounce the faith given in bap-

lifm: You abjure the gofpel of Jefus Chrift : You are an

apoftate from religion, and trample under foot the moll fa-

cred and irrevocable vows that man can make. Now,

what is this world which you ought to hate ? I have only

to anfwer, that it is the one you love : You will never

miftake it by this mark : This world is a fociety of fin-

ners ; whofe defires, fears, hopes, cares, projefts, joys,

and chagrins, no longer turn but upon the fuccefles or

misfortunes of this life. This world is an afTemblage of

people, who look upon the earth as their country ; the

time to come as an exilement ; the promifes of faith as a

dream ; and death as the greatell of a.U rnisfortunes. This

world is a temporal kingdom, where our Saviour is un-

known ; where thofe acquainted with his name glorify him

not as their Lord ; hate his maxims ; defpife his follow-

ers ; and neglefl or infult him in his facraments and wor-

fhip. In a word, to give a proper idea at once of this

world, it is the great number ; behold the world, which

you ought to ihun, hate, and combat againll by your ex-

ample.

Now is this your fituation with regard to the world ?

Are its pleafures a fatigue to you ; do its excefTes affliâ

you ; do you regret the length of your pilgrimage here ?

Are not its laws your laws ? Its maxims your maxims ?

What it condemns, do you not condemn ? Do you not

approve what it approves ? And fhould it happen, that

you alone were left upon the earth, may we not fay, that

the corrupted world would be revived in you ; and that

you would leave an exaft model of it to your pofterity ?

When I fay you, I mean and addrefs myfelf to almoft all

xnsnr

Where
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Where are thofe who fincerely renounce the pleafurcs,

habits, maxims, and hopes of this world ? We find many

•who complain of it ; andaccufe it of injuftice, ingratitude

and caprice ; who fpeak warmly of its abufes and errors ;.

but in decrying, they continue to love, to follow it ; they

cannot bring themfelves to do without it ; in complaining-

of its injuftice, they are only piqued at it, they are not

undeceived ; they feel its hard treatment, but they are

unacquainted with its dangers ; they cenfurc, but where

are thofe who hate it ? And now, my brethren, you may-

judge, if many can have a claim to falvation.

In the fécond place, you have renounced the flefli at

your baptifm ; that is to fay, you are engaged not to live

according to the fenfual appetites ; to regard even indo-

lence and effeminacy as crimes ; not to flatter the corrupt-

ed defires of the flefli ; but to chaftife, crufli, ani cruci-

fy it. This is not an acquired perfeftion ; it is a vow ; it

is the firft of all duties ; the charafter of a true Chriftian,

and inseparable from faith. In a word, you have anathe-

matized Satan and all his works : And what are his works ?'

That which compofes almoft the thread and end of your

life ;
pomp, pleafure, luxury, and diflipation : Lying, of

which he is the father ; pride, of which he is the model ;

jealoufy and contention, of which he is the artifan : But

I aflc you, where are thofe who have not withdrawn the

anathema they had pronounced againft Satan ? Now confe-

quently, (to mention it as we go along), behold many of

the queftion» anfwered.

You continually demand of us, if theatres and other

public places of amufement, be innocent recreations for

Chriftiaas. la return, X have only one qucftion to afk^

you,.
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you. Are they the works of Satan, or of Jefus Chrift ?

For there cari be no medium in religion. 1 mean not to

fay, but wliat many recreations and amufements may be

termed indifferent : But the nioil indifferent pleafurea

which religion allows, and which the weaknefs of our

nature renders even neceffary, belong in one fenfe to Je-

fus Chriii, by the facility with which they ought to enable

us to apply ourfelves to more holy and more ferions duties.

Every thing we do ; every thing we rejoice or weep at, ought

to be of fuch a nature, as to have a connexion with Jefug

Chrifl, and to be done for his glory. Now, upon this

principle, the mofl: inconteftible, and moft univerfally al-

lowed in Chriftian morality, you have only to decide

vhether you can conneft the glory of Jefus Chrift with

the pleafures of a theatre. Can our Saviour have any

part in fuch a fpecies of recreation ? And before you enter

thcrn, can you, with confidence, declare to him, that in

fo doing, you only propofe his gloiy, and to enjoy the

fatisfaftion of pleafing him ? What ! The theatres, fuch

as they are at prefent, flill more criminal, by the public

Jicentioufnefs of thofe unfortunate creatures who mount

them, than by the impure and pafîionate fcenes they repre-

fent : The theatres are the works of Jefus Chrilf ! Jefus

Chrift would animate a mouth, from whence are to pro-

ceed founds, lafcivious, and intended to corrupt the heart ?

But thefe blafphemies ftrike me with horror. Jefus Chrift

would prende in alTemblies of fin, where every thing we

hear weakens his doftrines ; where the poifon enters into

the foul by all the fenfes ; where every art is employed to

înfpire, awaken, and juftify the palTions he condemns ?

Now, fays Tertuliian. if they are not the works of Jefus

Chrift, they mull be the works of Satan : Every Chrif-

tian ought, therefore, to abftain from diem : When he par-

takes
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takes of them, he violates the vows of baptifm : Howe-

ver innocent he may flatter himfclf to be, in bringing from

thefe places an untainted heart, it is fullied by being there ;

fince by his prefence alone he has participated in the works

of Satan, which lie had renounced at baptifm, and violat-

ed the moil facred promifes he had made to Jcfus Chrift

snd to his Church.

Thefe, my brethren, as I have already told you, are not

merely advices, and pious arts ; they are the moft elTential

of our obligations : But alas f who fulfils them ? who even

knows them ? Ah ! my brethren, did you know how far

the. title you bear, of Chrillian, engages you; could you

comprehend the fanclity ot your ftate ; the hatred of the

world, of yourfeif, and of every thing, which is not of

God, that it ordains you ; that life, according to the Gofpel,

that continual watching, that guard over the pafTions : in

a word, that conformity with Jefus Chrift crucified, which

it exafls of you: could you comprehend it; could you

remember, that as ycu ought to love God wiih all your

heart, and all your ftrength, a fingle defire that has not

connexion with him defiles you, you would appear a mon-

fler in your own fight. How ! would you fay to yourfeif,

duties fo holy, and morals fo prophane ! A vigilance fo

continual, and a life fo carelefs and diffipated ! A love of

God fo pure, fo complete, fo univerfal, and a heart the

continual prey of a thoufand impulfes, either foreign or

criminal: H thus it is, who, O my God ! will be entitled

to falvation ?

Few indeed, Î am afraid, my dear hearer : at leail it will

not be you, (unlefs a change takes place,] nor thofe who

refemble you : it will not be the multitude. Yvlio fhall

be
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be faved ? thofe who work their falvation with fear and

trembling ; who live in the midft of the world, but not

like the world. Who fhall be faved ? that Chriftian wo-

man, who fliut up in the circle of her domeftic duties,

rears up her children in faith, and in piety ; divides her

heart only betwixt her Saviour and herhufband ; is adorn-

ed with delicacy and raodefty ; fits not down in the affem-

blies of vanity ; makes not a law of the ridiculous cuftome

of the world, but regulates thefe cuftoms by the law of

God ; and makes virtue appear more amiable, by her rank

and example. Who fhall be faved ? That believer, who,

in the relaxation of modern times, imitates the manners

of the firil Chriflians ; whofe hands are clean, and his heart

pure ; watchful j
" who hath not lift up his foul to vani-

ty ;" but who, in the midfl of the dangers of the great

world, continually applies himfelf to purify it: Jufl,

who fwears not deceitfully againfl: his neighbour, nor is

indebted to fraudulent ways for the innocent aggrandife-

ment of his fortune : Generous, who with benefits repays

the enemy who fought his ruin : Sincere, who facrifices

not the truth to a vile interefl, and knows not the part of

rendering himfelf agreeable, by betraying his confcience ;

Charitable who makes his houfe and interefl the refuge of

his fellow-creatures, and himfelf the confolation of the

afïlifted ; regards his wealth as the property of the poor ;

liumble in affli£lion, chriftian under injuries, and peni-

tent, even in profperity. Who will merit falvation ? You,

my dear hearer, if you will follow thefe examples ; for

fuch are the fouls to be faved. Now thefe affuredly do

not form the greateft number : while you continue, there-

fore lo live like the multitude, it is a point of belief, that

you cannot pretend to falvation.

Thefe,
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Thefe, my brethren, are truths which {hould make ua,

tremble ; nor are they thofe vague ones which are told to

all men, and which none apply to thcmfelves : Perhaps

there is not in this aflembly, an individual, who may not

fay of himfelf, " I live like the great number ; like thofe

*• of my rank, age, and fituation : I am loft, fhould I die

" in this path." Now can any thing be more capable of

alarming a foul, in whjom fome remains of care for his fal-

vation ftill exift ? It is the multitude, neverthelefs, who
tremble not. There is only a fmall number of juft, which

operates apart, its falvation, with fear and trembling : All

the reft are tranquil. After having lived with the multi-

tude, they flatter themfelves they fhall be particularifed at

death ; every one augurs favourably for himfelf, and chi-

merically thinks he fliall be an exception.

On this account, it is, my brethren, that I confine my-

felf to you, who at prefent are affembled here ; I include

not the reft of men ; but confider you as alone exifting on

the earth. (The. idea, which occupies and frightens me, is

this, I figure to myfelf the prefent, as your laft hour, and

the end of the world : That the heavens are going to open

above your heads : Our Saviour in all his glory, to appear

in the midft of this temple ; and that you are only affem-

bled here to wait his coming, like trembling criminals, on

whom the fentence is to be pronounced, either of life eter-

nal, or of everlafting death : For it is vain to flatter your-

felves, that you fhall die more innocent than you are at

this hour : All thofe defires of change with which you arc

amufed, will continue to amufe till death arrives ; the ex-

perience of all ages proves it ; the only difference you

have to expe£l, will moft likely be only a larger balance

againft you than what you would have to anfwer for at

prefent ;
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prefent : And from what would fee your deftiny, were

you to be judged this moment, you may almdft decide

upon what will take place at your departure from life.

Now I aflt you, (and conne61ing my own lot with yours,

I aflc it with dread,) were Jefus Chrifl to ajjjjear in this

temple, in the midft of this affemhly, to judge us, to m^ke

the dreadful reparation betwixt the goats and ihef^p, do

you believe that the greateft number of us would be placed

at his right hand ? Do you believe Ihat the htlnibèt Wbiil'd

at leaft be equal ? Do you believe there would év'éri be

found ten upright and faithful fervants of the Lord, when

formerly five cities could not furnilh fo many ? I allk ybu.

You know riiit'i and I krtôw it not. Thou alofte, O my
God! knoweft who belong to théél

But if we know not who belong to him, at leaf!: wc

know that fmnerS do not. iSTow, who are thé jutl and

faithful, affembled here at prefent? Titles and dignities

avail nothing • You are flripped of allthefe ill the prefence'

of your Saviour: Who are they'?' M^.-îy finrtérs, who

wifh not to be converted ; inëny îTiOfe who wifh, but al-

ways put it off; niany others, who are only cbrivert'ed in

appearance, and agaiti fall back' to lliefr fôfméi" coiirfes :

Iii a word, a 'great number, who flatter
'

'themfèrves ihey

have rio ùccafîôn for convei'fiori : This is the party of

the reprobate. Ah ! my brethren, cut off from this aflem-

bly thefe four claiïes of finrters, for they wiil be cut* off

at the great day : And now appear, ye juft : Where are

ye ? O God ! where are thy chofèit*? And what à portion

remains to thy fhare !

My brethren, our ruin is almoll certain
;
yet we think

not of it. When even in this terrible feparation, which

wi«
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will one day take place, there fliould be only one finner in

this aflembly, on the fide ot" the reprobate ; and that a

voice from heaven fhould afTure us of it, without particu>-

larifing him : Who of us would not tremble, leaft he

fhould be the unfortunate and devoted wretch ? Who of

us would not immediately apply to his confcience, to ex-

amine if his crimes merited not this punifliment ? Who of

us, feized with dread, would not demand of our Saviour,

as the Apoflles formerly did, and fay, " Lord, is it I ?"

And fhould a fmall refpite be allowed to our prayers, who

of us would not ufe every effort, by tears, fupplications,

and fincere repentance, to avert the misfortune ? Are we in

our fenfes, my dear hearers ? Perhaps, among all who lift-

en to me, ten juft would not be found; perhaps fewer:

What do I know, O my God ! I dare not with a fixed eye

regard the depths ot thy judgments and thy juflice. More

than one perhaps would not be found amongfl us all. And
this danger affefts you not, my dear hearer ? You perfuade

yourfelf, that in this great number who fhall perifh, you

will be the happy individual
;
you, who have lefs reafon

perhaps than any other to believe it; you upon whom
alone the fentence of death fliould fall, were only one of

all who hear me, to fuffer? Great God! How little are

the terrors of thy law known to the world \ In all ages,

the jufl have fhuddered with dread, in reflefting on the fe-

vcrity and extent of thy judgments upon the deftinics of

men : Alas ! What ào they prepare fcr the children of

Adam !

But what are we to conclude from thefe grand truths ?

That all muft defpair of falvation ? God forbid : The im-

pious alone, to quiet his own feelings in his debaucheries,

endeavours to perfuade himfelf, that all men fhall perifh as

well. as he.

Vol. I. K This
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This idea ought not to be the fruit of the prefent dif-r

couiTe. It is meant to undeceive you with regard to the

general error, that any one may do whatever others do ; to

convince you, that in order to merit falvation, you muft

diftinguifh yourfelves from the reft ; in the midft of the

world, lead a life to the glory of God, and refemble not

the multitude.

When the Jews were led in captivity from Judea to Ba-

bylon, a little before they quitted their own country, the

Prophet Jeremiah, whom the Lord had forbid to leave Je-

rufalem, fpoke thus to them : " Children of Ifrael, when

" you fhall arrive at Babylon, you will behold the inhabi-

' tants of that country, who carry upon their fhoulders

•* gods of filver and gold : All the people will proftrate

*• themfelves, and adore them. But you, far from allowing

" yourfelves by thefe examples, to be led to impiety, fay

*' to yourfelves in fecret, It is thou, O Lord I whom we
*' ought to adore."

Let me now finifh, by addrefling to you the fame words :

At yotir departure from this temple, you go to enter

into another Babylon : You go to fee idols of gold and fil-

ver, before which all men proftrate themfelves : You go to

regain the vain objefts of human paftions, wealth, glory,

and pleafure, which are the gods oi this world, and which

almoft all men adore : You will fee thofe abufes, which all

the world permits ; thofe errors, which cuftom authorifes ;

and thofe debaucheries, which an infamous iaftiion has al-

moft conftituted as laws. Then, ray dear hearer,- if you

wifii to be of the fmall number of true Ifraelites, fay in

the fecrecy of your heart. It is thou alone, O my God !

whom we ought to adore. I wifh not to have connexion

w^ith
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with a people, which knows thee not : I will have no other

law than thy holy law : the gods, which this ibolifh mul-

titude adores, are not gods : they are the work of

the hands of men ; they will perifh with them : Thou

alone, O my God ! art immortal ; and thou alone deferv-

efl to be adored. The culloms of Babylon have no con-

nexion with the holy laws of Jerufalem : I will continue

to worfhip thee with that fmall number of the children of

Abraham, which ftill in the midft of an infidel nation com-

pofes thy people : With them, I will turn all my defires

towards the Holy Sion : The Angularity of my manners

will be regarded as a weaknefs ; but bleffed weaknefs, O
my God ! which will give me ftrength to refift the torrent

of cufloms, and the feduftion of example : Thou wilt be

my God in the midft of Babylon, as thou wilt one day be

in Jerufalem,

Ah ! The time of the captivity will at laft expire : Thou

wilt call to thy remembrance, Abraham and David : Thou

wilt deliver thy people : Thou wilt tranfport us to the holy

city : Then wilt thou alone reign over Ifrael, and over

the nations which at prefent know thee not. All being

deflroyed ; all the empires and fceptres of the earth ; all

the monuments of human pride annihilated ; and thou

alone remaining eternal, we then fliall know, that thou

art the Lord of hoils, and the only God to be adored.

Behold the fruit which you ought to reap from this dif-

courfe ; live apart ; think without ceafing, that the great

number work their own deflruftion • Regard, as nothing,

all cuftoms of the earth, unlels authorifed by the law of

God : and remember, that holy men have in all ages been

always looked upon as fmgular»

It
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It is thus, that after diflinguifhing yourfelves from the

finful on earth, you will be glorioufly feparated from them

in eternity,

Now to God the Father, Sec.

SERMON
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THE DISGUSTS ACCOMPANYING VIRTUE.

John x. 31.

Then the Jews took up Jlones again, tojlone him.

XSehold then, my brethren, the marks of gratitude

which Jefus Chrift receives from men ; behold the confola-

tions v/hich Heaven prepares for him in the painful exer-

cife of his miniftry. There he is treated as a Samaritan,

and poffefTed by the devil : Here they take up flones to

ifone him. It is thus that the Son of God has pafTed all the

time- of his mortal life, continually expofed to the moft ob-

ftinate contradiftion, finding only hearts infenfible to his

kindnefTes, and rebellious to the truths which he announced

to them, yet never did he allow the fmallell fign of impa-

tience, or the leafl complaint to efcape him.

And we, my brethren, we, his members and his difci-

ples ; alas ! the fmalleft difgufis, the fmalleft contradi6lions

we experience in the praflice of virtue, revolt our delica-

cy ; from the moment we ceafe to relifh thofe attrapions,

that fenfibility which (oftens every thing to be found pain-

ful in duty, there is nothing but complaint and murmurs ;

troubled, difcouraged, we are tempted almofl to abandon

God,
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God, and to return to the world, as a more agreeable and

commodious mafter : In a word, we would wifh to find no-

thing in the fervice of God, but pleafure and confolation.

But our divine Mafter, in calling us to his fervice, has

he not declared, in exprefs terms, that the kingdom of

heaven is only to be gained by conquefl: ; and that none

but thofe who do violence upon themfelves, can force it ?

And what do thefe words fignify ? Unlefs, that entering

into the fervice of God, we are not to piomife ourfelves,

that wc fhall always find in it a certain fweetnefs, a certain

relifh, which deprives it of all pain, and caufes it to be

loved ; on the contrary, it is almoft certain, that in it we

fhall experience difgufls, and contradiftions which willex-

ercife our patience, and put our fidelity to frequent trials
;

that we fhall often feel the weight of the yoke, without

feeling the unftion of grace, which renders it light and

eafy ; becaufe piety effentially oppofes the gratification of

our former tafles, and original inclinations, for which, we

always preferve fome unhappy remains of tendernefs, and

which we cannot mortify, without making the heart fuflfer ;

that befides, wc fhall have to undergo the eternal caprices

of an inconflant and volatile heart, fo difficult to fix, that

without reafon or foundation, it is difgufled in a moment,

with what it formerly loved mofl. Behold, my brethren,

what we ought to have expefted, when we embraced the

caufe of virtue : Here, it is the time of combat and trials ;

peace and felicity are only for heaven; but notwithfiand-

ing this, I fay, that it is unjuH to form the difagreeable

circumftances which may accompany virtue in this life,

a pretext either to abandon God when we have begun to

ferve him ; or to be afraid to ferve hira, when we have be-

gun to know him.

Behold
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Behold my reafons : In the firfl place, becaufe difgufts

are irievitable in this lite ; Secondly, becaufe ihofe ot pi-

ety are not fo bitter as we imagine them to be : Thirdly,

becaufe they are lefs fo than thofe of the world : Fourthly,

becaufe, were they equally fo, they yet poflefs refources

which thofe of the world have not. Let us inveftigate

thefe edifying truths, and implore the afliftance of divine

grace towards their proper explanation.

Reflection I. I fay, in the firft place, becaufe difgufts

are inevitable in this life. Alas ! We complain, that the

fervice of God difgufl;s us ; but fuch is the condition of this

miferablç life. Man born fully to enjoy God, cannot be

happy here below, where he never but imperfeftly poffeis

him ; difgufls are a neceffary confequence of the inquie-

tude of a heart which is out of its place, and is unable to

find it on the earth ; which feeks to fix itfelf, but cannot

with all the created beings which furround it ; which, dif-

gufted with every thing elfe, attaches itfelf to God ; but being

unable to poffefshimas fully as it is capable of doing, feels

always that fomething is wanting to its happinefs ; agita'.es

itfelf, in order to attain it, but can never completely reach

it here ; finds in virtue almoft the fame void and the fame

difgufts it had found in fin ; becaufe, to whatever degree of

grace it may may be exalted, there ftiil remains much to

accomplifh before it can arrive at that fulnefs of righteoufnefs

and love, which will poffefs our whole heart ; will fill all

our defires ; extinguiih all our paffions ; occupy all our

thoughts ; and which we can never find but in heaven.

Were it poffible to be happy in this world, we fhould

undoubtedly be fo in ferving God ; becaufe grace calms

our paffions ; moderates our defires, confoles our fuffer-

ings, and gives us a foretafte of that perfecl happinefs we

expect
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expeft ; and which we (hall not enjoy, but in a blefled

immortality. Of all the fituations in which man can find

himfelt' in this life, that of righteoufncfs undoubtedly

brings him nearcft to felicity; but as it always leaves hira

in the path which condufts to it, it leaves him likewife flill

uneafy, and in one fenfe miferable.

We are therefore unjuft to complain of the difgufls

which accompany virtue. Did the world make its follow,

ers happy, we fhould then have reafon to be difTatisfied,

at not being fo in the fervice of God : We might then ac-

cufe him of ufmg his fervants ill ; of depriving them of

an happinefs which is due to them alone ; that far from at-

trafting, he reje61:s them ; and that the world is preferable

to him, as a more confblingand faithful mafter. But exa-

mine all flations ; interrogate all fmners ; confult in rota-

tion the partizans of all the different pleafures which the

world promifes, and the different pafTions which it infpires ;

the envious, the ambitious, the voluptuous, the indolent,

the revengeful ; none are happy ; each complains ; no one

is in his place ; every condition has its inconveniencies ;

and forrows are attached to every ftation in life : The

world is the habitation of the difcontented ; and the dif-

gufls which accompany virtue, are much more a confe-

quence of the condition of this mortal life, than any im-

perfcftion in virtue itfelf.

Befides, the Almighty has his reafons for leaving the

mofl upright fouls below in a flate, in fome refpefts, al-

ways violent and difagreeable to nature : By that, he

wilhes to difguff us with this miferable life; to make us

long for our deliverance, and for that immortal country,

where nothing fhall more be wanting to our happinefs.

I feci
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I feel within me (fays the Apoftle) a fatal law in oppofi-

tion to the law of God ; the good that I would, I do not,;

but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now, if I do

that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but fm that

dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that when I would do

good, evil is prefent with me. For I delight in the law of

God after the inward man ; but I fee another law in my mem-

bers, warring againfl the law of my mind, and bringing me

into captivity to the law of fin which is in my members. O
wretched man that I am ! who fliall deliver me from the

body of this death ? Behold the moft natural effeft which

the difgufts attached to virtue ought to operate in a Chrif-

tian heart : Hatred of ourfelves ; contempt of the prefent

life ; a defire for eternal riches ; an eager anxiety to go and

enjoy God, and to be delivered from all the raiferies infe-

parable from this mortal life,

Bcfides, were virtue always to be accompanied with fen-

fible confolations ; did it continually form for man an hap-

py and tranquil ftate in this world, it would become a tem-

poral recompenfe ; in devoting ourfelves to God, we
fhould no longer feek the good of faith, but the confola-

tions of felt-love ; we would feek ourfelves, while pre-

tending to feek God ; we would propofe to ourfelves,

in virtue, that confcious tranquillity, in which it places

the heart, by delivering it from thofe violent and reftlefs

pafFions which tear it continually, rather than the obferv-

ance of the rules and the duties which the law of God
impofes onus. The Lord would then have only mercena-

ry and interefted worfhippers, who would come, not to

carry his yoke, but to repofe themfelves under the Ihadow

oi his voice ; workmen, who would orfer themfelves not

fo much to labour in his vineyard, and fuppovt the fatigues

Vol. I. L of
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of the day, and the oppreffion of the heat, as in order to tafle

in tranquilh'ty the fruits : Servants, who, far from improv-

ing their talent for the benefit of their mader, would turn

it to their own utility, and employ it only for their own
advantage.

The upright live by faith ; now faith hopes, but enjoys

not in this world ; all is vet to come for Chriftians ; their

country, their riches, their pleafures, their inheritance,

their kingdom ; the prefent is not for them. Here, it is

the time of tribulation and afïliftion ; here, it is a place of

exile, and a foreign country, where tears and fighs be-

come the only confolation of the faithful ; it is unreafona-

ble to expeél: delights in a place where every thing recals

the remembrance of our miferies ; where every thing

prefents new dangers to us ; where we live furrounded by

rocks ; where we are a prey to a thoufand enemies ; where

every ffep indangers our deftruftion ; where all our days

are marked by fome new infidelity ; where, delivered up

to ourfelves, and without the afliftance of heaven, we do

nothing but evil ; where we fpread the corhiption of our

heart over the fm-all portion, even of good, which grace

enables us to accomplifh; it is unreafonable, I fay, to

feek felicity and human confolations in a refidence fo me-

lancholv and difagreeable to the children of God. The

days of our mourning and fadnefs are in this world ; thofc

of peace and joy will come afterwards : If, by abandon-

ing God, we could acquire real happineîs, our inconfiancy

would feem at leafl to have an excufe; but as I have al-

ready faid, the v/orld has its difgufts as well as viituc ; by

changing our mader, we only change our punifhment ; in

diverOfving our pafnons, we only diverfify our forrows.

The world has more fmiling afpe61s, I confefs, than vir-

tue;
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tue ; but everywhere the reality is only trouble and vex*

ation of fpirit ; and fmce cares are inevitable in this life,

and we mull encounter difgufls either on the part of the

world or of virtue, can we balance tor a moment ? Is it

not preferable to fuffer meritorioufly than to fufFer m vain ;

and be able to place our fufferings only amongft the num-

ber of our crimes ? Firil truth : Difguils are inevitable ia

this life.

Reflect. II. But I fay, in the fécond place, that thofe

of piety are not fo bitter as we reprefent them to ourfelves.

For, my brethren, although we agree that the kingdom

of God fuffers violence ; that Jefus Chrift is come,

in order to make feparations and retrenchments which

coft much to our nature ; that the period ot the

prefent life is the time of the birth of the new man,

and always followed by pain and forrows ; and that

in order to reconcile us to God, we mufl begin by wag-

ing a cruel war againll ourfelves
;
yet it does not follow,

that the lot of a foul, who ferves the Lord, is to be pitied,

and that the difgufts which accompany virtue are fo bit-

ter as the v/orld reprefcnts. Virtue has only the prejudi-

ces of the fenies, and of the palfions agai'nfl it ; it has no-

thing melancholy but the firft. glance ; and its bitternefs is

notfuch as to render it a condition which wc ought to fly

from as infupportable and wretched.

For, in the firil place, we are Iheltered in it from the

difgufts of the world and the pafTions ; and were virtue to

polTefs only the fingle advantage of placing us fate trom.

the tempefts of the paflions ; from phrenfies, jealûalies,.

fufpicions, and bitternefs of heart ; from the void ot a.

world! V
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worldly life; when, by turning to God, we fliould gain

only our freedom from the yoke of the world ; our being

placed above the reach of its hopes ; of its re%'olutions,

troubles, and eternal changes ; the becoming mailers of

our own hearts, and being dependent on none but our-

felves ; our having none but God to account with ; our no

longer fatiguing ourfelves in vain, by running alter phan-

toms, which continually elude our grafp ; alas ! The lot

of a juft foul would always be worthy of envy ; whatever

might be the bitter circumftances accompanying virtue,

they would flill be a thoufand times more fupportable than

the pleafures of the world ; and to mourn with the people

of God, would be infinitely preierable to participating in

the infipid and childifli pleafures of the children of the

age.

Secondly, If virtue does not protefl us from the afflic-

tions and difgraces inevitable upon this earth, it at leall

foftens their afperity ; it makes our heart fubmiflive to

God ; it makes us kifs the hand which is raifed up againft

us ; it difcovers in the blows with which the Lord afflicts

us, either a cure for our paffions, or the juft punifhment

of our crimes. And were virtue to have only the privi-

lege of diminifhing our griefs, by diminifhing our attach-

ments ; of rendering us lefs feeling to our lofles, by gra-

dually detaching us from all the objefts which we may one

day lofe ; of preparing our foul for affliftion, by keeping

it continually fubmiffive to God ; were virtue to poflefs

this confolation alone ; alas ! ought we to lament and com-

plain oi any bitternefs which attend it ? What more can

be defired in this miferable life, where almoft all our days

are diftinguillied by new affligions and adverfities ; where

every thing efcapes our gralp ; where our relations, friends

and
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îind prote6lors, are every moment fnatchcd from us, and

continually falling around us ; where our fortune has no

fettlement, but changes its appearance every day ; alas !

what more can be defired than a fituation which confoles

us on thefe events ; fupports us in thefe llorms ; calms us

in thefe agitations ; and which, in the eternal changes

which take place here below, leaves us at leafl ahvays the

fame ?

Thirdly, Thofe reluftances and difgulls which revolt us

fo flrongly againft virtue, in reality confifl only in repref-

fing the paffions which render us unhappy, and are the

fource oi all our pains ; they are remedies a little grievous

to be fure, but thev ferve to cure evils which are infinite-

ly more fo ; it is a conflraint which fatigues us, but

which, in fatiguing, delivers us from a llavery which

weighed us down ; it is a bitternefs which mortifies the

paffions, but which in mortifying, weakens and calms them ;

it is a fword which pierces the heart to the quick ; but

which makes the corrupted and defiled matter to flow out

from it ; in fo much, that in the very moment of the

wound's greateft agony, we experience the comfort and

certainty of a cure : Thefe are maxims which revolt our

nature and inclinations ; but which, in revolting, recal

them to order and rule. Thus, the bitternefs and the thorns

of virtue have always at leaft a prefent utility, which recom-

penfes their harfhnefs ; in difgufling, they purify us ; in prob-

ing, they cure us ; in paining, they calm us. Thefe are not

like the difgufls of the world, of which nothing remains to us,

but the bitternefs ot thofe iatigues, of thofe conftraints which

our paffions impofe on us ; and whofe only fruit is, that of

augmenting our miferies, by iortifying our iniquitous paf-

fions : thefe are not the worldly, violences which lead to

nothing;
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nothing ; are of no value ; and frequently ferve only to

render us hateful to thofe whom we would wifh to pleafe;

which remove to a greater diftance from us, the favours

we wifh to merit by them; which always leave us our

hatreds, our defires, our uneafmefTes, and our pains:

Thefe are violences which advance the work of our fanfti-

fication, which by degrees deftroy within us the work of

fin; which perfeft, which adorn us ; which add every day

a new fplendour to our foul, a new folidity to our virtues,

a new force to our faith, a new facility to our approaches

towards falvation, a new firmnefs to our good defires, and'

which bear long with them the fruit that rewards and con»

foles us.

I do not add, that the fource of our difgulls is in our^

felves rather than in virtue ; that it is our paffions which

give birth to our repugnances ; that virtue has nothing in

itfelf but what is amiable ; that were our hearts not deprav-

ed through love for the flefli, we would find nothing fweet

and confoling but the pleafures of innocence ; that we are

born for virtue and righteoufnefs ; that thefe ought to be

our firft inclinations, as they are our firft diflinftion ; and

if we find different difpofitions within us, at leafl we have

not virtue, but only ourfelves to blame. I could add, that

perhaps it is the peculiar charafler of our heart, which

fpreads for us fo much bitternefs through the detail of a

Chriftian life ; that being born perhaps with more lively

paffions, and a heart more fenfible to the world and to

pleafure, virtue appears more melancholy and infupportable

to us ; that not finding in the fervice of God the fame at-

traQion which we have found in that of the world, our

heart, accuftomed to lively and animated pleafures, is no

longer capable of reconciling itfelf to the expeéled drea-

rincf*
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rineft of a Chriftian life ; that the endlcfs difllpation in

which we have lived, renders the uniformity of duties

more irkfome to us ; the agitation of parties and pleafures,

retirement more difgufting ; our total fubmifhon to the

pafTions, prayer more painful ; the frivolous maxims with

which our minds are occupied, the truths ot faith more

infipid, and more unknown ; that our mind being filled

with only vain things : with fabulous reading, if nothing

worfe ; with chimerical adventures, and theatrical phan-

toms, is no longer capable of relifhing any thing folid ;

that never having accuflomed ourfelves to any thing feri-

ons, it is rare that the ferioufnefs of piety does not difgufl

us, and that we find God to our taftc, if I dare to fpeak

in this manner, we who have never relifhed any thing but

the world and its vain hopes. This being the cafe, what

happinefs when we bring back to virtue, a heart yet incor-

rupted by the world ! What happinefs to enter into the

fervice of God. with happy inclinations, and fome re-

mains of our original innocence ' When we begin early

to knowthe Lord ; when we return to him in that firft fea-

fon of our life, when the world has not yet made fuch

profound and defperate imprefTions ; when the pafTions ftill

in their growth, bend eafily towards good, and make vir-

tue, as it were, a natural inclination to us ! What happi-

nefs when we have been able to put an early check upon

our heart ; when wc have accuftomcd it to bear the yoke

of the Lord ; and when we have arreifed, almolt in their

infancy, pafTions, which render us miferable in our guilt,

and which likewife occafion all the bitternefs ot our vir-

tues ! How many uneafi nèfles, how many pangs does it

prevent ! How many confolations does it prepare ! How
many comforts fpread through the reft of life ! and what a

difFercnce for the eafe and tranquillity of our future years,

hetwÎKt
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betwixt days whofe primitive ones have been pure, and

thofe which, infefted in their fource, have felt flow from

thence a fatal bitternefs which has blafled all their joys,

and fpread itfelf through all the remainder of their career !

It is ourfelves alone, fays a holy Father, who render vir-

tue difagreeable ; and we are wrong to complain of an evil,

in which we have fuch a fliare ourfelves, or to attribute

faults to virtue, which are our own handy-work.

But granting thefe refieflions to have even lefs folidity
;

were it even true, that we are not the firft and original

caufe of our difgufts at virtue ; it is at leaft inconteflible,

that the longer we defer our return to God, the more in-

vincible do we render that diftafte which feparates us from

him ; that the more we fhrink and draw back, the more

do we fortify that repugnance within us to virtue ; that if

the Chriftian life offers at prefent only melancholy and te-

dious duties, they will appear more infupportable in pro-

portion as we grow old in the ways of the world, and in the

tafte for its iniquitous pleafures. Could the delay of our

converfion fweeten the bitter and painful portion of vir-

tue, by holding out a little longer againfl grace, could we

obtain a more favourable compofition, as I may fay, and as

an article of it, ftipulate, that piety fliould afterwards be

prefented to us with mxore charms and graces, and with

conditions more agreeable and flattering : alas I whatever

rilks we may run by deferring it, the hopes of foftening

our pains and fufferings might fcrve in fome meafure to

excufe our delays. But delay only prepares new forrows

for us ; the more we accuftom our heart to the world, the

more do we render it unfit for virtue : It is no longer, fays

the Prophet, but a polluted vafe, to which the paflions we

have allowed to fettle in it, have communicated a tafte

and
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end fmell of death, which generally lafl the remainder of

life. Thus, my brethren, when after a long courfe of

crimes, and deeply-rooted pafTions, we muft return to God,

what obftacles do not thefe frightful difpofitions prefent !

What infenfibility towards good do we not find within our-

felves ! Thofe hearts, which the world has always engrofl-

èd, and who afterwards wifh to confecrate to God the re-

fnains of a life entirely mundane ; what a buckler of brafs,

fays a Prophet, do they not oppofe to grace ! What hard-

nefs of heart to the holy confolations of virtue ! They

may find it jufl ; but it is impoïïible, they fay, to find it amia-

ble : They may return to God ; but they enjoy him no more :

They may nourifli themfelves with the truth , but it is no

more for them but the bread of tribulation and bitternefs :

They may feek the kingdom of God, and the treafure of

the gofpel ; but it is like unfortunate flaves, condemned to

fearch for gold in the bowels of the earth, and wafte their

ftrength againft the oppofing rocks : They may draw for

water from the wells of Jacob ; but they can only reap thé

toil ; they can never partake of thofe comforts and confo-

lations which bear peace and refrcfhment to the foul : They

wifh to draw near to God, yet every thing feparatcs them

from him ; they wifh to fly from the world, yet wherever

they go, there they carry it with them in their heart :

They feek the fociety of virtuous people, yet in their

company they find a wearinefs, and a melancholy flifTnefs,

which difgufls them with piety itfelf : They apply them-

felves to holy books ; and alas ! it is only a tircfomc and

fatiguing decency which fupports their patience. It

appears, that in virtue, they a6l a borrowed chara61er, fo

little does it become them, and fo much does their part

conftrain and tire them : and although, in reality, they feck

fal vation, yet there appears a fomething fo foreign and con-

ffrained in their efforts, that we believe they only afl^unie

Vol. I. M '

the
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the femblance of it ; and that feeling themfelves not born

for virtue, they wifh at leaft to give themfelves the appear-

ances of it.

DifguRs and ivearineffes fhould not, therefore, drive us

from virtue ; fince, in proportion as we retire from it, thej

become every day more violent and infupportable. But

candidly, my brethren, is it for us to reproach to God,

that we weary in his fervice ? Ah ! Did our flaves and do-

meltics make us the lame reproach ; had they to lament the

wearinefs they experience in our fervice, they would cer-

tainly be entitled to complain of it : Our eternal humours,

from which they fufFer fo much ; our fancies and caprices,

to which they muff accommodate themfelves; our hours

and moments, to which they muff fubjefl themfelves ; our

pleafures and talles, to which they muft facrifice their reft

and liberty ; our indolence, which alone cofts them fo

much ; makes them endure fo much wearinefs ;
pafs fo

many m.elancholy moments, without our even deigning to

obferve it ; they undoubtedly would be entitled to com-

plain of their cruel fituation and fuETerings,

Neverthelefs, fhould they venture to fay, that they wea-

ry in our fervice ; that they reap not the fmalleft fatisfac-

tion from it ; that they feel no inclination for us, and that

every fervice they periorm, is difgufting to a degree fcarce-

ly fupportable : Alas! We would regard them as fools;

we would find them too happy in having to fupport our

humours and caprices ; we would think them fufficiently

honoured, by being permitted to be near us ; and fully re-

compenfed tor all their fatigues. Ah, my brethren ! And
God, does he not fufficiently recompenfe thofe who ferve

him, that they fhould fupport any little difgufls or wearinefTes

which may be found in his fervice ? Are we not flill too

happy,
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happy, by this acceptance of our fervices, in fpite of the

repugnances which render them cold and languid ? Does

he not fufficiently load us with blelFings, to be entitled to

exa6l our fufferance of a lew (light forrows for his fake ?

Does he not promife us ftill more, fufficiently precious to

fweeten the trifling difgufts attached to the fulfilment of his

oidinances ? Mull not he find it flrange, that vile crea-

tures, who hold all for him, who exill only through him,

and who expeft all from him, fhould complain of diflike

to his fervice ? That worms of the earth, whofe only boaft

is the honour of belonging to him, dare complain of feel-

ing no inclination for him, and that it is both melancholy

and wearifome to ferve or to be faithful to him ? Is he then

a mailer like us; fanciful, intolerant, indolent, entirely

occupied with himfelf, and who feeks only to render him-

felf happy, at the expence and comfort of thofe who ferve

him ? Unjull that we are ! We dare offer reproaches to the

Almighty, which we v/ould regard as outrages upon our-

felves, from the mouths of our flaves !

Second Truth : The difgufts which accompany virtue

are not fo bitter as we reprefent them to ourfelves.

Reflect. III. But even were they fo, I have faid, in

the third place, that they would flill be infinitely lefs than

thofe of the world : And it is here, my brethren, that the

teftimony of the world itfelf, and the felf-experience of

worldly fouls, anfwer every purpofe of a proof. For if

you continue in the ways of the world, and of the paffions,

what is your whole life but a continual wearinefs, where,

by diverfifying your pleafures, you only diverfify your

difgufts and uneafincfles? What is it but an eternal void,

where you are a burden to yourfelf ? What is it but a pom-

pous circulation of duties, attentions, ceremonies, amufe-

mentSv
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ments, and trifles, which incefTantly revolving, poflefs one

fmgle advantage, that ot unpleafantly filling up raorrients

which hang heavy upon you, and which you knovv not oth-

erwife to employ ? What is your life but a flux and reflux

of defires, hatreds, chagrins, jealoufies, and hopes, which

poifon all your pleafures, and are the caufethat, furround-

cd by every thing which ought to enfure your happinefs,

you cannot fucceed in being contented with yourfelves ?

What comparifon is there betwixt the phrenfies of the

paffions, the chagrin of a ftriking negleft, the fenfibility of

a bad office, and the flight forrows of virtue ? What com-

parifon betwixt the unlimited fubjeftions to ambition ; the

fatigues and toils of pretenfions and expectancies ; the

pains to enfure fuccefs ; the exertions and fubmiflions ne-

cefTary to pleafe ; the cares, uneaflnefTes, and agitations,

in order to exalt ourfelves ; and the flight violences which

aflTure to us the kingdom of heaven ? What comparifon

betwixt the frightful remorfes of the confcience, that in-

ternal worm, which inceflantly gnaws us ; that fadnefs of

guilt, which undermines and brings us low indeed ; that

weight of iniquity, which overwhelms us ; that internal

fword, which pierces us to the quick; which we know

not how to draw forth, and carry with us wherever we go ;

and the amiable forrow of the penitence which opperates

falvation ? My God, can we complain of thee, after know-

ing the world ; Can thy yoke appear grievous, after quit-

ing that of the paflions ? And the thorns of thy crofs, are

they not flowers, when compared to thofe which the ways

of iniquity and the world have fown ?

Thus every day we hear the worfliippers of the world

decry the world they ferve ; complain with the ulmoft

difldtisfaélion of their lot ; utter the keeneft inveftives

againft;
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againfl; its injuftice and abufes ; cenfure, condemn, and

defpife it ; but find me if you can any truly pious fouls,

who fend forth inveftives againft virtue ; who condemn

or defpife it ; and who deteft their lot of being embarked

in a voyage, fo full of chagrin and bitternefs. The

world itfelf continually envies the deftiny of the virtuous,

and acknowledges that none are happy but the upright ;

but find me a truly pious foul, who envies the deftiny of

the world ; who publifiies, that none are happy but its par-

tifans ; who admires the wifdom of their choice, and re-

gards his own condition as the moft miferable and the moft

ibolifli : What fhall I fay ? We have frequently feen fin-

ners, who, through defpair and difguft at the world, have

fled to the oppofite extremes ; lofe refl, health, reafon,

and life ; fall into ftates of horror, and the blackeft melan-

choly, and no longer regard lite but as the greateft torment.

But where are the righteous, whom the difgufts which ac-

company virtue have thrown into fuch dreadful extremi-

ties ? They fomctimes complain of their forrows ; but

they ftill prefer them to the pleafures of the paffions : Vir-

tue, it is true, may fometimes appear melancholy and un-

pleafing to them ; but with all her fadnefs, they love her

much more than guilt ; They would wifli a few more fen-

fible fupports and confolations from the Father of Alercies
;

but they deteft thofe of the world: They fufFer; but the

fame hand which proves, fupports them ; and they are

not tempted beyond their ftretigth : They feel what you

call the weight of the yoke of Jefus Chrift ; but in recall-

ing the load of iniquity, under which, they had fo long

groaned, they find their prefent lot happy, and the coni-

parifon calms and comforts them.

In effeft, my brethren, in the firft place, the violences

which we do to ourfclves, arc much more agreeabje than

thofc
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thofe which come from without, and happen in fpite of us.

Now the violences of virtue, are at leaft voluntary : Thefe

are crofTes which we choofe from reafon, and impofe up-

on ourfelves from duty : they are often bitter, but we are

confoled by the reflexion of having chofen them. But the

difgufts of the world are forced crofTes, which come with-

out our being confulted : It is a hateful yoke, which is

impofed on us againfl our will : We wifii it not : we de-

left it
; yet nevcrthelcfs we muft drink all the bitternefs of

the cup. In virtue, we only fuffer, becaufe it is our in-

clination to fuficr : In the world, we fuffer fo much the

more, in proportion as we wifh it lefs, and as our inclina-

tions are inimical to our fufferings.

Secondly, The difgufts accompanying virtue are a bur-

den only to indolence and lazinefs ; thefe are repugnan-

ces, bitter only to the fenfes : But the difgufts of the

world ; ah ! they pierce to the quick ; they mortify all the

paffions ; they humble pride; pull down vanity ; light up

envy ; mortify ambition, and none of our feelings efcape^

the influence of their fadnefs and bitternefs.

Thirdly, thofe of virtue are fenfible only in their firft

operation : The firft efforts coft us much ; the fequel foft-

ens and tranquillizes them ; the paffions, which are general-

ly the occafion of any difguft at virtue, have this in parti-

cular, that the more we reprefs them, the more traftable

they become ; the violences we do to them, gradually calm

the heart, and leave us lels to fuffer from thofe to come ;

but the difgufts of the v;orld are always new ; as they al-

ways find in us the fame paffions, they always leave us the

fame bitterneffes ; thofe which have gone before, only ren-

der thofe that follow more infupportable.

In
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In a word, the difgufts of the world inflame our paflions,

and confequently increafe our fufferings ; thofe of virtue

reprefs them, and by thefc means gradually eftablifli peace

and tranquillity in our foul.

Fourthly, The difgufts of the world happen to thofe

who moft faithfully ferve it : It does not treat them better,

becaufe they are more devoted to its party, and more zeal-

ous for its abufes ; on the contrary, the hearts moft ardent

lor the world, are almoft always thofe who experience the

largeft fhare of its mortifications ; becaufe they feel more

fenfibly its negleft and injuftice : Their adour for it, is the

fource of all their uneafmefTes. But with God, we have

only our coldnefs to dread ; for the difgufts which may

accompany virtue, in general, have only relaxation and

idlenefs for principle ; the more our ardour for the

Lord increafes, the more do our difgufts diminifh ; the

more our zeal inflames, the more do our repugnan-

ces weaken ; the more we ferve him with fidelity, the

more charms and confolations do we find in his fervice
;

It is by relaxing, that we render our duties difagreeable ;

it is by leffening our fervour, that we add anew weight to

our yoke ; and if in fpite of our fidelity, the difgufts con-

tinue, they are then trials, and not punifhments; it is not

that confolations are refufed, it is a new occafion of merit

which is prepared for us ; it is not an irritated God, who

fhuts his heart to us; it is a merciful God, who puri-

fies our own ; it is not a difcontented mafter, who fuf-

pends his favours ; it is a jealous Lord, who wifhes to

prove our love ; our homages are not rejcQcd ; our

fubmifhons and fervices are only anticipated ; it is not

meant to repulfe, but to afTure to us the price of our fuf-

ferings, by rcjcfting every thing which might ftiil mingle

the man with God ; ouffelves widi grace j human fupports

with
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with the gifts of Heaven ; and the riches of faith with the

confolations of felf love. Behold, my brethren, the laft

truth, with which I fliall terminate this diTcourfe : Not on-

ly the difgufts accompany virtue, are not fo bitter as thofe

of the world, but they likewife poffefs refources which

thofe of the world have not.

Reflect. IV. I fay refources : alas ! my brethren, we

find none but in virtue. The world wounds the heart
;

but it furnifhes no remedies : It has its chagrins, but noth-

ing to comfort them : It is full of difgufts and bitternefs,

but we find no refources in it. But in virtue, there is no

forrow which has not its confolation ; and if in it we find

repugnances and difgufts, we find likewife a thoufand re-

fources which foothe them.

In the firft place. Peace of heart, and the teftimony of

the confcience. What luxury, to be at peace with our-

felves ; no longer to carry within us that importunate and

corroding worm, which purfued us every where : no lon-

ger to be racked by eternal remorfes, which poifoned every

comfort of lite : In a word, to be delivered from iniquity !

The fenfes may ftill fufïer from the forrows of virtue, but

the heart at leaft is tranquil.

Secondly, The certainty that our iufFerings are not loft
;

that our forrows become a new merit for us ; that our re-

pugnances, in preparing for us new facrifices, fecure an

additional claim to the promifcs of faith; that were virtue

to coft us Icfs, it would likevvKc bear an inferior price in

the fight oi God ; and that he only renders the road fo dif-

ficult, in order to render our crown more brilliant and

glorious.

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, SubmifTion to the orders of God, who has his

reafons for refufinç to\is the vifiBle confolations of virtue ;

whofe wifdom confults our intereft more than our pafTions ;

and who has preferred bringing us to himfelf by a lefs

agreeable road, becaufe it is a more fecure one.

Fourthly, The favours with which he accompanies our

forrows ; which fuftain our faith at the fame time that our

violences lower felf-love ; which fortify our heart in truth,

at the fame time that our fenfes are difgulfed with it ; which

make our mind prompt and fervent, although the flefh is

weak and feeble ; in fo much, that he renders cur virtue

fo much the more folid, as to us it feems melancholy and

painful.

Fifthly, The external fuccours of piety, which are fo

many new refources in our faintings and ihirft ; the holy

myfteries, where Jefus Chrift, himfelf the comforter of

faithful fouls, comes to confole our heart j the truths of

the divine writings, which promife nothing in this world

to the upright but tribulation and tears ; calm our fears, by

informing us, that our pleafures are to come ; and that the

fufFerings which difcourage us, far from making us diflruft.

our virtue, ought to render our hope more animated and

certain : In a word, the hiftory of the faints, who have

undergone the fame difgufls and trials ; confequently, we

have fo much the lefs reafon to complain, as characlers fo

infinitely more pious than we have experienced the fame

lot; that fuch has almoft always been the conduct of God
towards his fervants ; and that if any thing in this life can

prove his love towards us, it is that of his leading us by

the fame path that he did the faints, and treating us in this

world in the fame manner as he did the upright.

Sixthly, The tranquillity of the life, and the unifor-

VoL. I. N raity
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mity of the duties, which have fucceeded to the phrenfies of

the pafTions, and the tumult of a worldly life ; which have

provided for us much more happy and peaceful days than

thofe we had ever pafTed in the midft of diflipation ; and

which, though they ftill leave us fomething to fufFer, yet

occafion us to enjoy a more tranquil and fupportable lot.

Laftly, Faith, which brings eternity nearer to us ; which

difcovers to us the infignificancy of worldly affairs ; that

we approach the happy term ; that the prefent life is but a

rapid inftant; and confequently, that our fufFerings can-

not endure long, but that this fleeting moment of tribula-

tion aflures to us a glorious and immortal futurity, which

will endure as long as God himfelf. What refources for

a faithful heart ? What difproportion betwixt the fufferings

of virtue and thofe of guilt Î It is in order to make us feel

the difference that God often permits the world to pofTcfs us

for a time ; that in youth we deliver ourfelves up to the fway

of the paffions ; on purpofethat when he afterwards recalls us

to himfelf, we may know by experience how much more

eafy is his voke than that of the world : I will permit, fays

he in the Scriptures, that my people ferve the nations of

the earth for feme time ; that they allow themfelves to be

feduced by their profane fuperflitions, in order that they

may know the difference betwixt my fervice and the

fervice of the kings of the earth ; and that they may feel

how much more eafy is my yoke than the fervitude of

men.

Happy the fouls, who, in order to be undeceived, have

had no occafion for this experience, and who have not fo

dearly bought the knowledge ol this world's vanity, andthe

melancholy lot of iniquitous paiïions. Alas! finceatlaftwe

mull be undeceived, and mult abandon and defpife it ; fince

the
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the day will come, when we fhall find it frivolous, difguftingj

and infupportable , when oi all its f'oolidi joys, there fhall

no longer remain to us, but the cruel remorfe of having

yielded to them ; the confufion of having followed them ;

the obftacles to good which they will have left in our heart;

why not anticipate and prevent fuch melancholy regrets ?

Why not do to-day, what we allow ourfelves muft one day

be done ? Why wait till the world has made fuch deep

wounds in our heart, to run afterwards to remedies, which

cannot re-eftablifli us without greater pain, and cofting us

doubly dear ? We complain of fome flight difgufts which

accompany virtue ; but alas ! the firft believers, who, to

the maxims of the gofpel, facrificed their riches, reputa-

tion, and life ; who run to the fcaffolds to confefs Jefus

CHrift; who pafTed their days in chains, in prifons, in

fhame and in fufferance, and to whom it coft fo much to

ferve Jefus Chrifl; did they complain of the bitternefs of

his fervice ? Did they reproach him wdth rendering unhap-

py thofe who ferved him ? Ah ! they glorified themfelves

in their tribulation ; they preferred fhame and difgrace

with Jefus Chrift to all the vain pleafures of Egypt ; they

reckoned as nothing, wheels, fires, and every inftrument of

torture, in the hopes of a blefied immortality, which

would amply recompenfe their prefent fufferings : In the

mid ft of torm.ents, they chanted hymns ; and regarded as

a gain, the lofs of all, for the interefts of their mafter.

What a life, in the eyes of the flefh, is that of thefe un-

fortunate men, prefcribed, perfecuted, driven from their

country, having only dens and caverns for their habitation,

regarded every where as the horror of the univerfe; be-

come execrable to their friends, their fellow-citizens, and

their relations ! They efteemed themfelves happy in be-

longing to Jefus Chrift; in their opinion, they could not

too dearly purchafe the glory of being his difciples, and

the
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the confolation of pretending to his promifes : And we,

my brethren, in the midft of too many ot the conve-

niencies of Hfe ; furrounded by too much abundance,

profperitry and worldly glory ; finding, perhaps for our

misfortune, in the applauies of the world, which cannot

prevent itfclf from efteeming worth, the recompenfe cf

virtue ; in the midft of our relations, our children, and

our friends ; we complain, that it cofls us too much to

ferve Jefus Chrift ; we murmur againfl the flight bitternefs

we experience in virtue; we almoft perfuade ourfelves,

tlîat God requires too much of his creatures : Ah ! when

the comparifon fliall one day be made betwixt thefe little

difgufts which we exaggerate fo much ; and the crofTes, the

wheels, the fires, and all the the tortures of the martyrs ; the

aufterities of the anchorites ; the faffs, the tears, and fuffer-

ings of fo many holy penitents ; alas ! we (liall then blulh

to find ourfelves almoft fingle before Jefus Chrift ; we,

who have futfered nothing for him ; to whom his kingdom

has coft nothing ; and who individually bearing before his

tribunal more iniquities than a number of faints together,

cannot, however, in affembling all our works of piety,

compare them united to a fingle inftance of their exertions.

Let us ceafe, therefore, to complain of God, fince he

has fo many reafons to complain of us ; let us ferve him

as he wiflies to be ferved by us ; if he foitcns our yoke,

let us blefs his goodnefs, which prepares thefe confolations

for our weaknefs ; if he makes us feel the whole extent of

its weight, let us ftill efteem ourfelves happy, that he

deigns at that price to accept of our works and homage :

With equal gratitude, let us receive from his hand confo-

lation or affliflion, fince every thing which proceeds from

him alike conduits us to him : Let us learn, to be as the

Apoftle, in want or abundance, provided we belong to Jefus

Chrift
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Chrift ; the edential part is not, to ferve him with pleafiire,

it is not to ferve him with fidelity. In rcaUty, my breth-

ren, in fpite of ali the difgufls or repugnances which may

accompany virtue, there is no real or true pleafure but in

ferving God ; there is no folid confolation to be reaped,

but by attaching ourfelves to him. No, faid the Sage, it

is llill better to feed upon the bread of v^ormwood and gall

with the fear of the Lord, than to live in the midft of

pleafures and profane joys, under the lalh of his wrath

and indignation. Alas ! of what pleafure can we be ca-

pable, when we are the enemies of God ? What pleafure

can we tafte, when we bear in our heart only the anguifii

and bitternefs of guilt ? No, fays the Sage once more.

The fear of God can alone charm our wearineffes ; foften

our moments of melancholy ; foothe our endlefs anguifh-

es ; and enable us to find a certain degree of fweetnefs,

even in the evils incident to our nature. It is that which

renders retirement fweet, and enables us to enjoy repofe,

far from the world and its amufements : It is that which

makes days pais quickly, and occupies in peace and tran-

quillity every moment ; and though apparently it allows us

more leifure than a worldly life, yet it leaves a much fmall-

er portion to wearinefs.

Great God ! What honour does not the world uninten-

tionally pay to thy fervice ! What an affefting eulogium

on the deftiny of the upright is the lot of finners Î How-

well, my God, thou knowcft to extort glory and praifc

from even thy enemies ! and how little excufe thou leavefi:

to thofe fouls who depart from thy paths, fince in order to

draw them to virtue, thou makefl a refource to them even

of their crimes ; and employefl their wants to recal them

to thy eternal mercies.

Now to God, &c. SERMON
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THE UNCERTAINTY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN A
STATE OF LUKEIVARMNESS.

Luke iv. 38.

And he rqfe out of the Synagogue, and entered into Si-

mon s houje : and Simon's wife's mother was taken with a

great fever : and they befought him for her.

IN OTKING more naturally reprefents the fituation of a

languid and lukewarm foul, than the ûate of infirmity

in which the gofpel here defcribes Peter's mother-in.law

to have been. It may be faid, that coldnefs and indolence

in the ways of God, though otherwife accompanied with

a life free from enormities, is a kind of fecret and danger-

ous lever, which gradually undermines the powers of the

foul, changes all its good difpofitions, weakens its facul-

ties, infenfibly corrupts its inward parts, alters its propen-

fities, fpreads an univerfal bitternefs through all its duties,

difgufts it with every thing proper, with all holy and ne-

ceflary nourifhment ; and finifhes at laft, by a total extinc-

tion, and an inevitable death.

This langour of the foul, in the path of falvation, is fo

much the more dangerous, as it is lefs obferved.

Our exemption from open irregularity gives us confi-

dence; the external regularity of conduft, which attracts

from men thofe praifes due only to virtue, flatters us ; and

the
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the fecret comparifon we make of our morals with the ex-

cèdes ot thofe avowed finners, whom the world and their

pafTions govern, unites to blind us : We regard our fitu-

ation as a ftate, lefs perteft indeed, bwt always certain of

falvation ; feeing our confcience can only reproach us with

indolence and negligence in the difcharge of our duties
;

too lenient a correftion of our appetites ; felf-love, and

fome flight infidelities, which do not bring death to the

foul. Neverthelefs, fince the holy writings reprefent the

adulterous and the lukewarm foul as equally rejeQed by

God ; and as they pronounce the fame anathema againft

thofe who defpife the works of the Lord, and thofe who

perform them with negligence, this ftate of coldnefs and

languor in the ways of God, muft neceflarily be very fuf-

picious with regard to falvation, both from the prefent dif-

pofitions which it gives to the foul ; and from thofe to

which, fooner or later, it never fails to lead it.

I fay, in the firft place, from the prefent difpofitions it

gives to the foul ; namely, a fund of indolence, feif-love,

difguft at virtue, infidelity, and deliberate difregard to

every thing they believe not abfolutely eflential in their du-

ties : Difpofitions, that form a ftate, very doubtful of fal-

vation.

Secondly, From thofe, to which, fooner or later, luke-

warmnefs condufts us ; namely, a forgetfulnefs ot God,

and an open and (hameful departure from every thing fa-

crcd.

From thefe I wifh to eftablilh two capital truths in this

matter, which expofe the danger cf a lukewarm and infi-

del life ; and which, from their importance, val! furriifh

us
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US with fubjeft for two difcourfes. The firtt, that it i^

very doubtful, whether in this habitual ftate of coldnefs

and languor, the lukewarm foul (as it believes,) preferves

the righteoufnefs and fanftifying grace upon which it

grounds its fecurity.

The fécond, That it were even lefs doubtful, whether

it had preferved or lofl before God, the fantlifying grace;

at any rate, it is certain of being unable long to pre-

ferve it.

The uncertainty of righteoufnefs in a ftate of lukeM'arm-

nefs. This firft truth will be the fubjeft of the prefent

Difcourfe.

The certainty of a departure from righteoufnefs in that

ftate is the fécond truth, upon which, in the following one,

I fhall endeavour to inftruft you.

Part I. " If we fay that we have no fin, we deceive

ourfelves, and the truth is not in us," fays an Apoftle.

The pureft virtue below is never free, therefore, from

ftain. Man, full of darknefs and pallions, fince the entrance

of fin into the world, cannot always be fo attentive to regu-

larity, but that he muft fometimes be deceived, and err;

nor fo impreffed with invifible good, but he will allow

himfelf to be fometimes caught by worldly and oftenfible

riches ; becaufe their impreflions on the mind are lively

and quick, and they always find in our hearts difpofitions

too favourable to their dangerous feduftions.

The fidelity which the law of God exafts from juft fouls,

excludes not, theretore, a thoufand. imperfeftions, infcpa-

rable
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Table from our nature, and from which the mofl; guarded

and watchful piety cannot defend itfelf; but of thefe, there

are two defcriptions : The firfl, which happen through our

weaknefs, are lefs infidelities than furprifes, where the

weight of corruption preponderates over the inclination or

choice; and which the Lord, fays St. Auguftine, permits

to remain in the moft faithful fouls, in order to nourifh

their humility ; excite their lamentations ; reanimate their

defires ; their difgufts at their prefent exilement, and their

longings for its termination : The fécond clafs are thofe

which pleafe us ; which we juflify to ourfelves ; which it

appears impofTible ior us to renounce ; which we look up-

on as neceffary fweetners of virtue ; in which we fee no-

thing criminal, becaufe we perceive not the guilt; which

form a part of the deliberate and general fyflem of our

morals and conduft, and conftitute that ftate of indolence

and coldnefs in the ways of God, which is the caufe of

condemnation to fo many, born otherwife, perhaps, with

principles of virtue, deteftation ot iniquity ; a fund of re-

ligion, and tear ot God ; and happy difpofitions for falva-

tion.

Now, I fay, that this Hate of relaxation and infidelity;

this tranquil and continued negligence of every thing

which perhaps appears not effential in our duties ; this ef-

feminate indulgence of all our defires, fo long as they of-

fer not aftual guilt to our fight : In a word, this life, al-

together according to our animal nature, our humours,

temperaments, and felf-love, fo common with thofe who
make a public proteflTion of piety ; fo fafe in appearance ;

fo glorious even in the eyes of men ; and to which the

general error attaches the names of virtue and regularity :

I fay, that this isafi:ate extremely doubtful, to attain falva-

tion; that it derives its fource from an irregular heart,

Vol. I. O where
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where the Holy Spirit no longer reigns ; and that all the

rules of faith induce us to think, that a foul of this def-

cription is already, without being fenfible of it, fallen from

righteoufnefs and grace : In the firft place, Becaufe the

defire of perfeeHoneffential to Chriflian piety, isextinguifh-

cd in his heart. Secondly, Becaufe the rules of faith, al-

mofl always very uncertain in the diftinftion of guilt from

venial errors, with regard to other finners, are infinitely

more fo with refpetl; to the unfaithful and lukewarm heart.

Thirdly, Becaufe of all the external marks of a living and

habitual charity, there is not in it the fmalleft appearance

of one. Let us inveffigate thefe truths ; for they are indeed

worthy of your attention.

Every Chriflian foul is obliged to bend every effort to-

wards the perfe6f ion of his fîate. I fay obliged : for although

the degree of perfeftion be not comprifed in the precept,

to endeavour at, to labour for perfe6fion is neverthelefs a

commandment, and a duty efTential to every believer. Be

ye perfefl:, fays our Saviour, becaufe the heavenly Father

whom ye ferve is perfeft. I can perceive but one effential

point, faid St. Paul, viz. to forget whatever I have done

to this period
;
(and what, my brethren, was he to forget ?

his endlefs labours, continual fufïerings, and apoftolic

courfes ; fo many nations converted to faith ; fo many il-

hiftrious churches founded ; fo many revelations and prodi-

gies ?j and incelTantly advancing to dire£l my views to the

attainment of what I have yet to perform. The defire of

perfection ; the continued efforts to attain it ; the holy in-

quietudes in confequence of the innumerable obffaclcs

which check our progrefs, do not therefore comprife only

a fimple advice, and a praftice refcrved for the cloifler

and the dcferi alone, they form the effential ftate of a

Chriflian, and the life according to faith on this earth.

For
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I For the life, according to faith, which the juft man

leads, is only an uninterrupted defire, that the kingdom of

God may be accompliflied in our hearts ; a holy eagernefs,

to form a perfeft refemblance in us to Jefus Chrift, and

to increafe even to the plenitude of the new man ; a con-

tinual lamentation^ excited by the internal fenfibility of

our own miferies, and by the load of corruption which

opprelTes the foul, and makes it to bear fo many marks

flili of the worldly man ; a daily ftruggle betwixt the law

of the Spirit, which continually wilhes to raife us above

our fenfual appetites, and the dominion of the flefh,

which inceflantly draws us back towards ourfelves : Such

is the flate of faith, and of Chriftian piety. Whoever

you be, great, or of humble rank, prince or fubjeft, cour-

tier or reclufe, behold the perfection to which you are call-

ed ; behold the ground-work, and the fpirit of your voca-

tion. The aullerities of an Anchorite ; the filence and fo-

litude of the defert ; the poverty of the cloifter, are not

demanded of you ; but you are required to labour incef-

fantly towards the reprcflion of thole internal délires, which

oppofe themfelves to the law of God ; to mortify thofe re-

bellious inclinations, which fo unwillingly lubmit to order

and duty ; in a word, to advance as much as polhble your

perfeft conformity with Jefus Chrift : Behold the degree

of perfeftion to which Chriftian grace calls you, and the

eiïential duty of a juft foul.

Now, from the moment you give way to every inclina-

tion, provided it extends not to the abfolute infraftion of

the precept; from the moment you confine yourfelvcs to

the effentials of the law; that you eftablifh a kind of fyf-

tem of coldnefs and negligence ; that you fay to yourfelves,

*' We are unable to fupport a more cxa6f, or more cxem
" plary life;" from that moment you renounce the defire

of
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of perfetlion : You no longer propofe to yourfelves an

unceafing advancement towards that point of piety and holi-

nefs to which the Almighty calls you, and towards which

his grace never ceafes to impel you in fecret : You no

longer grieve over thofe miferies and weaknefTes, fo inimi-

cal to your progrefs : You no longer wifh the kingdom of

God to be eflablifhed in your hearts : You abandon, there-

fore, from that moment, the great work of righteoufnefs,

at which you are commanded to labour : You negleft the

care of your foul : You enter not into the defigns of grace.

On the contrary, you check its holy impreflions : You

are no longer Chriflian ; that is to fay, that this difpofi-

tion alone, this formal intention of limiting yourfelves to

the effentials, and of regarding all the reft as laudable ex-

ceffes, and works of fupererogation, is a fiate of fin and

death, fince it is an avowed contempt of that great com-

mandment, which requires us to be perfeft ; that is to fay,

to labour towards becoming fo.

Neverthelefs, when we come to inflruft you with re-

gard to Chriflian perfe£lion, you look upon it as to be

found only in cloiflers and folitudes, and fcarcely will you

deign to give the fmallefl attention to our inflru£lions.

You deceive yourfelves, my brethren : The individuals

who adopt retirement, certainly employ aufleritiesj faff-

ings, and watchings, as means to fucceed in that mortifi-

cation of the pafTions, to which we are equally invited :

They engage themfelves to a perfeftion of means, which I

confefs our ffate will not admit of ; but the perfection of

the end, to which thefe means conduct, viz. the com-

mand and regulation of the affeftions, proper contempt

of the world, detachment from ourfelves, fubmiffion of

the fenfes and the flefh to the Spirit, and renovation of

the heart, are the peiieClion of all fiâtes, the engagement

of
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of all Chriflians, and the covenant of our baptifm. To
renounce this perie6lion thereiore, by limiting ourfelves

from choice, or in confequence of our rank in the world,

to an effeminate, fenfual, and worldly life, exempt only

from ftriking enormities, is to renounce the Chriftian call-

ing, and change the grace of faith, which has made us

members of Jefus Chrift, into a fhameful and unworthy

indolence. Firll reafon.

But were this ûate even not fo dubious for falvation,

with refpeft to the defire of that perfeftion effential to a

Chriftian life, and which is extinguifhed in a lukewarm

and unfaithful foul, it would become fo by the imbecility

which it occafions, and in which it places itfelf, of diflin-

guifhing in its condudl: the infidelities which may extend

to guilt, from thofe which may be termed fimple errors.

For though it is true, that all fins are not fins which bring

death, as St. John obferves, and that Chriftian morality

acknowledges errors, which only grieve the Holy Spirit

within us ; and others which extinguifh it altogether in

the foul ; neverthelefs the rules which it furnifiies to dif-

tinguifh thefe, can neither be always certain nor general

at the moment they are applied : Some circumftances re-

lative to ourfelves continually change their nature. I

fpeak not here ot thofe manifeft and abfolute tranfgreffions

of the precepts marked in the law, which leave no hefita-

tion refpefting the enormity of the offence : I fpeak of a

thoufand doubtful and daily tranfgreffions ; of hatred,

jealoufy, evil-fpeaking, fenfuality, vanity, idlenefs, du-

plicity, negligence in the praQice of our duties, and am-

bition ; in all which, it is extremely difficult to define

how far the precept may be violated : Now, I fay, that it

is by the difpofition alone of the heart, that the meadiie

and guilt of thefe faults can be decided ; that the rules

there
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there are always uncertain and changeable ; and that fre-

quently what is only weaknefs or fuprile in the juft, is

guilt and corruption not only in the hnner, but likewife

in the lukewarm and unfaithful foul : This is proven by

the following examples taken from the Holy writings.

Saul, in difobedience to the order of the Lord, fpared

the king of the Amalekites, and the moft precious fpoils

of that infidel prince. The crime does not appear confider-

able ; but as it proceeded from a fund of pride, of relaxa-

tion in the ways of God, and a vain complaifance in his

viftory ; this aftion is the commencement of his repioba-

tion, and the Spirit of God withdraws itfelf from him.

Jofhua, on the contrary, too credulous, fpares the Gibe-

onites, whom the Lord had commanded him to extermi-

nate : He went not before the ark to confuk him previous

to his alliance with thefe impoftors. But this infidelity

being an a6f of precipitancy and furprife, rather than a

difobedience ; and proceeding from a heart ffill faithful,

religious, and fubmiffive to God, it appears flight m his

eyes, and the pardon almoft immediately follows the crime.

Now if this principle be incontrovertible, upon what do

you depend, when you regard your daily and habitual in-

fidelities as flight ? Are you acquainted with all the cor-

ruption of your lieart, from which they proceed ? God
knows it, who is the fearcher and judge ; and his eyes are

very different from thofe of men. But if it be permit-

ted to judge before the time, fay, if this fund of indolence

and infidelity which is in )ou; of voluntary perfeverance

in a ftate difpleahng to God ; of deliberate contempt for

all the duties which you confider as not eflfential ; of at-

tention and care, as: I may fay, to labour only for the

Lord when he opens before you the gates of punifhment

and deflru£fion : Say, if all thefe can conftitute in his

fight
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fight a Hate worthy of a Chriflian heart ; and if faults,

which proceed from fo corrupted a principle, can in re-

ality be flight, or worthy of indulgence ?

Paul, my brethren, that miraculous man, to whom the

fecrets of heaven had been revealed ; Paul, who no lon-

ger lived for himfelf, but in whom Jefus Chrift alone liv-

ed ; Paul, who earneftly longed every moment for the dif-

folutionof his earthly body, tliat he might be clothed with

immortality ; This A"poftle, always ready to facrifice his

life for his mafter, and a willing viftim to iaith ; this eleft-

€d inftrument of our Lord and Saviour, v/hofe confcience

could reproach him with nothing ; knew not, however,

whether he merited the love or hatred of his Lord ? whether

he ftill poflefTed in his heart, or had forfeited the invih-

ble trealure of charity ; and in thefe melancholy doubts,

the teftimony of his confcience was infufEcient to calm

his dread and uncertainty. David, that king fo penitent,

whofe delights were centered in the confiant meditation of

the law of God, and whom the Holy Spirit calls a king

after God's own heart ; David trembles, however, left the

iniquity of his crimes be not fufficiently known to him ;

left the corruption of his heart conceals not from him

their enormity. He figures to himfelf unknown gulfs in

his confcience; which caufe him to flied torrents of tears ;

to proftrate himfelf before the Majefty and Holinefs oi his

God, and fupplicate his afliftance towards his purification

from fecret infidelities, by making him fenfible of them.

And you, who watch not, nor fearch your hearts
; you,

who devoted to lukewarm and fenfLiaf habits, with delibe-

rate coqlnefs, allow yourfelves every day a thoufand infi-

delities, upon the iniquity of v/hich, you are utterly igno-

rant what judgment the Almighty may form : You, who

every
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every moment experience thofe fufpicious ebulitions of

paffion, where, in fpite ot all your felf-indulgence, you

find it fo difficult to prove, that the will has not accompa-

nied the gratification : and that you have not overftept

that critical and dangerous line, which diftinguifhes aftual

guilt from involuntary error: You, in whomalmofl every

aftion is fufpicious ; who every moment may be demand-

ing at your own heart, " Have I not gone too far ?" who»

in your own confcience, feel movements and regrets,

which vou will never quiet : You, who in fpite of fo ma-

ny juft fubjefts of dread, believe the ftate of your con-

fcience to be perfe6lly known to you ; that the decifions of

your own felf-love, with regard to your infidelities, are

the decifions of the Almighty ; and that the Lord whom

you ferve with fo much coldnefs and negligence, does not

yield you up to your own blindnefs, and punifii your

crimes, by making you miftake them : You can poffibly

believe that you ftill preferve your righteoufnefs, and the

grace of fanftifi cation, andean quiet yourfelves upon your

vifible and habitual guilt, by a pretended invifible exer-

cife of righteoufnefs, of which you can produce neither

mark or proof ?

O man ! How little art thou acquainted with the illu-

fions of the human heart, and the terrible judgments of

God upon thofe fouls which refemble thee ! Thou fayell

to thyfelf; lam rich, I am loaded with the good things

of this world ;
(with this, our Saviour formerly reproach-

ed a cold and unbelieving foul ;) And thou perceiveft not,

continued he, (for blindnefs and prefumption are the dif-

tinguifliing charaflcr of coldnefs,) that in my fight, thou

art poor, miferable, blind, and loft to every thing. It is

the deftiny, therefore, of a lukewarm and unfaithful foul,

to
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to live in error and illufion ; to believe himfell' juft, and

acceptable to God ; while alas ! before him, he is loll,

without knowing.it, to both grace and righteoufnefs.

And one refleêlion, which I beg you to make here, is,

that the confidence of fuch fouls, is fo much the more il-

lufive and ill-founded, as there exifls not a foul, lefs capa-

ble of judging of his own heart, than the lukewarm and

unfaithful one. For the avowed finner cannot conceal his

crimes from himfelf ; and he is fenfible, that he muft affu-

redly be dead to the Lord : The juft man, although ignor-

ant whether he merits love or hatred of his mailer, enjoys

neverthelefs a confcience free from reproach ; but the cold

and unfaithful foul is involved in a flate of a continual and

inexplicable my fiery to itfelf. For this lukewarmnefs in

the ways of God, enfeebling in us the lights of faith, and

llrengthening our paflions, increafesour darknefs : Every

infidelity is like an additional cloud, overfpreading the

mind and heart, which darkens to our fight the truths

of falvation : In this manner, the heart is gradually enve-

. loped ; the confcience becomes embarralTed ; the lights of

the mind are weakened : You are no longer that fpiritual

Chriftian, capable of a proper judgment. Infenfibly vou

adopt maxims in fecret, which, as you think, diminifii

your guilt: the blindncfs incrcafes in the fame propor-

tion as the lukewarmnefs.

The more you admit of this relaxation, in a more alter-

ed light do your duties and rules appear : What formerly

appeared efiential, no longer appears but a vain fcruple :

The omifTions, which, in the period of fervour for duty

and religion, would have excited in you the warmefl com-

pun6lions, are now no longer regarded even as faults : The

Vol. I. P principles,
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principles, the judgment, the lights of the mind, are all

chansred.

Now in this fituation, who has told you, that in the judg-

ment which you form on the nature of your infidelities,

and your daily departure from virtue, you do not deceive

yourfelves ? Who has told you, that the errors which you

think fo flight, are in reality fo ; and that the diflant boun-

daries which you prefcribe to guilt, and within which eve-

ry thing to you appears venial, are really the limits of the

law ? Alas ! the mofl enlightened guides Icnow not how to

diftinguifh clearly in a cold and unbelieving confcience.

Thefe are what I may call the evils of that languor in which

we know nothing ; where the wifeft of us can fay nothing

with certainty ; and of which the fecret caufe is always an

enigma. You are fenfible yourfelves, that in this flate of

relaxation, you experience in your hearts certain doubts

and embarraffments, which you can never fuflBciently clear

up : That in your coniciences there always remains fome-

thing fecret and inexplicable, whicli you never wifh to

fearch into, or above half expofe. Thefe are not exagge-

rations; it is the real flate and bottom of your foul which

you feel a referve to lay open : You are fenfible, that even

when proflrating yourfelves before the Almighty, the con-

fefTion of your guilt never entirely correfponds with the

moff intimate dirpofitions of your heart ; that it never paints

your internal fituation fuch as in reality it is ; and, in a

word, that there always exifis in your heart fomething more

criminal, than what in any flatement of it you can bring

yourfelves to avow. And, indeed, how can you be cer-

tain, that in thofe continual felf-gratifications ; in that ef-

feminacy of manners which compofcs your life ; in that at-

tention to every thing which may flatter the fenfes, or re-

move difcpiiet from you ; to facrificeto indolence and lazi-

nefs
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nefs, all which appears not efTential in your duties ; how-

can you be certain, I fay, that your felf-love is not arriv-

ed at that fatal point, which ferves to give it dominion over

your heart, and forever banifh from it Chriflian charity ?

Who is able to inform you, in thefe frequent and volunta-

ry infidelities, where, comforted by their pretended infig-

nificancy, you oppole the internal grace which endeavours

to turn you from them
;
you continually aft contrary to

- your own reafon and judgment ; whether this internal con-

tempt of the voice of God ; this formal and daily abufe of

your own lights and grace from God be not an outrage up-

on the divine goodnefs ; a criminal contempt of his gilts ; a

wickednefs in your deviations from virtue, which leaves no

excufe ; and a deliberate preference toyourpaffions andyour-

felves over Jefus Chrifl, which can alone proceed from a

heart where the love of all order and righteoufncfs is extin-

guiflred ? Who can tell you, if in thefe recollerions where

your lifllefs mind has a thoufand times dwelt upon obje61s or

events dangerous to modclly, your indolence in combating

them has not been criminal ; and if the efforts which you

afterwards made, were not an artifice of fell-love, in order

to difguife their criminalty, and quiet you on the indul-

gence you had already yielded to your crimes ? Who would

dare to determine, "if, in thefe fecret antipathies and ani-

molities, which you give yourfelves but little trouble to

reftrain, (and that always more for the fake of appearances

than through piety,) you have never exceeded that flippery

fine, heyond which dwell hatred, and death to the foul !

If, in that excels of fenfibility, which in general accompa-

nies all your affligions, infirmities, lofTes, and dilgraces,

thofc which you call feelings, attached and inevitable to na-

ture, are not irregularities of the heart, and a revolt againll

the decrees of Providence ? If, in all thofc attentions, and

eagernefTes with which we fee you occupied, to manage

either
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either the interefls of your worldly affairs, or the prefefva-

tion of a vain beauty, there is not either as much forward-

nefs as may amount to the crime of illegal ambition, or

complaifance for yourfelf, and defire of plcafing, as may

fully your heart with the guilt of fenfuality ? Great God !

who haft well difcerned, as thy fervant Job formerly re-

marked, the fatal limits which feparate life from death, and

light from darknefs, in the heart ; thefe are the gulfs and

abyffes over which mankind, little inftruftcd in them, muft

tremble ; and of which Thou refcrveft the maniteftation

till the terrible day of they vengeance fhall arrive. Second

rcafon, drawn from the uncertainty of the rules, which

leaves the ftate of a lukewarm foul very fufpicious, and

even renders it incapable of knowing itfelf.

But a final reafon, which to me appears ftill more deci-

five, and more dreadful to the lukewarm foul, is there not

being an appearance from which we can prefume, that it

ilill preferves the fanftifying grace ; on the contrary, eve-

ry thing induces us to fuppofe it forfeited ; that is to fay,

that of all the fymptoms, of an habitual and living charity,

there is not a veftige of one in it.

For, my brethren, the firft charaftef of charity is to fill

us with that fpirit of adoption in children, which leads us

to love God as our heavenly Father, to love his law, and

the juftice of his commandments ; and to dread the forfeit-

ure of his love, more than all the evils with which he

threatens us.

Now, the attention alone with which a lukewarm foul

examines whether an offence be venial, or extends further ;

of difputing with God every article he may refufe bim,

without aflual guilt ; ot {lud)ing the law, only for the pur-

pofe
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pofe of knowing to what degree it may be violated ; of un-

eeafingly preferring the interefts of his own cupidity to

thofe of grace; and always juftifying thofe things which

flatter the paflions, in oppofition to the rules which check

or forbid them ; this attention, I fay can only proceed

from a heart deftitute of faith and charity ; from a heart in

which the Spirit of God, that fpirit of love and kindnefs,

apparently no longer reigns. For no children but the prodi-

gal, are capable of quibbling in this manner with their father

and proteftor ; of exercifing to the utmoft length of feveri-

ty any claims they may have, and of feizing all they may

think themfelves entitled to.

Now, in order to give this refleftion all its welgl)t : That

difpofition, which deliberately allows itfelt every infidelity,

which will not, it believes, be followed by eternal punifh-

ment, is the difpofition of a flave and hireling; that is to

fay, that could they promife themfelves the fame impunity

and indulgence from the Almighty, for the tranfgreffion of

the eflential points of the law, they would violate thera

with the fame difi'erence as they violate the leall ; lor, were

cruel and av^owed revenge, calumny of the blackeft nature,

and criminal attachments, to be attended in futurity with

no worfe confequences than flight and 'momentary refent-

ments, accidental and carelefs evil-fpeaking,'"'of' too much

felf-love, they would feel no more horror in the commiffion

of the former, than the laft mentioned crimes ; that is to

fay, that when faithful to the commandments, it is not from

a lové of righteoufnefs, but the dread ot that pun i-fhment,

which Would attend their infraftion ; it is not to order and

to the law that they fubmit themfelves, it is to thieir chaf-

tifements ; it is not'the Lord they have in view, it is them-

felves : For while his glory alone is interefted, and no feri-

ous confequences may be expe6led to follow our infideli-

.tics.
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ties, from their apparent flightnefs, we are ftot afraid of

difpleafing him ; we even juftify to ourfelves in fecret thefe

kind of tranfgrefTions, by faying, that notwithftanding

they offend, and -are difpleafing to the Lord, yet they bring

not death, nor eternal punilhment to the foul : We are

not affefted by what regards only him ; his glory goes for

nothing in the diftinftion we make betwixt a61;ions allowed

or forbidden ; our intereft alone regulates our fidelity ; and

nothing can warm our coldnefs, but the dread of everlaft-

ing punifliment. We are even delighted at the impunity

of thofe trivial tranfgrefTions ; of being able to gratify our

inclinations, without any greater misfortune attending, than

the difpleafure of the Almighty : We love this wretched liber-

ty, which feems to leave us the right of being unpunifhed,.

though unfaithful : We are the apologifls of it ; we carry

it even further, than in reality it goes : We w'lih all to be

venial
;
gaming, drefs, fenfual pleafures, pafTion, animofi-

ties, public fpeftacles, what fhall I fay ? We would wifli

this freedom to be univerfal ; that nothing which gratifies

our appetites fhould be punifhed ; that the Almighty were

neither juft, nor the avenger of iniquity ; and that we

might yield ourfelves up to the gratification of every paf-

fion, and violate the fanftity of his law, without any dread

of the feverity of his jultice. Provided a lukewarm foul

will defcend to an examination of itfelf, it will feel, that

this is truly the principle of its heart, and its real difpofii-

tion.

Now, I afk you, is this the fituation of a foul in which

the fanftifying charity and grace is flill preferved ; that is

to fay, a foul which loves its Maker more than the world,

more than all created beings, more than all pleafures or

riches, more than itfelf? Of a foul which can feel no joy

but in his poffefTion ; which dreads only his lofs, andknow$

no
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no misfortune but that of his difplealure ? Does the

chanty you flatter yourfelves Hill to preferve, feek,

in this manner, its proper ihtereft ? Does it regard, as

nothing, the difpleafure of him it loves, provided its infi-

delities remain uripunifhed ? Does it think of difputing,

like you, every day, to what degree it may fafely offend

him, in order to take its meafures accordingly, and then

allow itfelf every tranfgreflion, to which impunity is

attached : Does it fee nothing amiable in its God, or

capable of attaching the heart, but his chaftifement5 ? Were
he not even an Almighty and an avenging God, would it

be lefs affefted by his infinite mercies, his truth, holinefs,

wifdom, fatherly tendernefs, and protection ? Ah ! luke-

warm and infidel foul, Thou loved him no longer; Thou
loveft, thou livefl only for thyfelf. The fmall remains of

fidelity, which ftill keep thee from fia, are nothing but a

fund of floth, timidity, and felf-love. Thou wiflieft

to live in peace with thyfelf: Thou dreadeflthe embarraff-

ments of a pafiion, and the remorfe of a fullied confci-

ence : iniquity is become a fatigue, and that alone difpleafes

thee with it : Thou lovefl; thine own eafe ; and that is

thy fole religion : Indolence is tlie only barrier which flops

thee, and all thy virtue is limited to thyfelf. Afl'uredly,

thou wouldeft wifh to know, whether this infidelity be a

venial tranfgreflion, or if it extends further. Thou ac-

knowledgeft, that it difpleafes God, (for that point admits

of no doubt,) yet is that not fufficient to turn thee from it ?

Thou wouldeft wifh to know, whether it fo far difpleafes

him, as to provoke his everlafting wrath ? Ah ! Thou feell

very well, that this inveftigation tends to nothing by thyfelf
;

that thy difpofition leads thee to think guilt nothing, as an

offence, and a difpleafure to God ; a powerful reafon,

however, why it fliould be deteflable to thee : That thou

no
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no longer ferveft the Lord in truth and in charity ; that thy

pretended virtue is only a natural timidity ; which dare not

cxpofe itfelf to the terrible threatenings of the law ; that

thou art nothing but a vile and wretched flave, to reftrain

whom, it is neceflary to keep fçourges continually in thy

fight : that thou refembleft that unfaithful fervant, who fe-

creted his talent, becaule he knew that his mailer was fe-

vere ; and, but for that reafon, would have wafted it in dif-

fipation ; and that in the preparation of the heart, to which

alone the Almighty looketh, thou hatefl; his law : Thou

loveft every thing it forbids : Thou art no longer in chari-

ty : Thou art a child ot death and perdition.

The fécond charafler of charity is to be timorous, and

to magnify to ourfelves our fmalleft deviations : not that

charity deceives or conceals from us the truth ; but difen-

gaging the foul from the fenfes, it purifies our view of

faith, and renders it more quick-figbted in fpiritual affairs ;

and befides, whatever is in the fmalleft degree difpleafing

to the only objeO; of our love, appears ferious and confi-

derable to the foul which loves. Thus charity is always

humble, timid, and diftruftful of itfelf ; unceafingly agi-

tated by its pious perplexities, which leave it in fafpenfe

refpefting its real ftate, always alarmed by thofe delicacies

of grace, which make it tremble at every aflion ; which

make a kind of martyrdom of love, from the uncertainty

in which they leave it ; and by which, however, it is pu-

rified. Thefe are not the vain and puerile fcruples, which

we blame in weak minds : They are thofe pious fears of

charity and of grace, infeparable from every faithful and

religious foul : It works its falvation with fear and trem-

bling ; and even frequently regards as crimes, aftions,

which are often virtues in the fight of God ; and which at

moft, can only be regarded as fimple weakncfTes.

Thefe
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Thefe are the holy perplexities of charity, which derive

their fource even from the lights of faith. This path has,

in all ages, been the path of the juft.

Yet neverthelefs it is that pretended charity, of which

in the midft of a vicious life, and of all your infidelities,

you believe yourfôlves ftill polTeffed, that makes them ap-

pear flight to you : It is that charity itfelf, which you fup-

pofe not to have loft, that comforts and encourages you ;

that diminilhes your faults in your own fight, and fixes you

in a ftate of peace and fecurity : In a word, that not only

banifhes from your heart all thofe pious alarms, infeparable

from real piety, but makes you regard them as weaknefTes,

and even the excelTes of piety. Now tell me, I beg of

you, is not that an inconfiftency ? Does charity contradift

itfelf in that manner ? Or can you place much depend-

ence oji a love, which fo nearly refembles hatred ?

The laft charafter of charity, is to be a6tive and dili-

gent in the ways of -God. We find how much the Apof-

tle dwells on its aftivity and fecundity in the heart of a

Chriftian : It operates wherever it is ; it cannot, fay the

faints, be idle : It is a celeftial fire, which no power can

hinder from fliewing itfelf, and from afting : It may fome-

times indeed be overwhelmed, and greatly weakened, by

the multitude of our weaknefTes, but, while not entirely

extinguifhed, there always proceed from it, as I may fay,

fome fparks of fighs, wifiics, lamentations, efTorts, arul

deeds. The Holy Sacrament reanimates it, prayer aroufes

it; pious reading, affliction, dlfgrace, bodily infirmity, all

rekindle it, when not utterly extinguifhed. It is men-

tioned in the fécond book of the Maccabees, that the fa-

cred fire, which the Jews had concealed during their cap-

tivity, was found at their return apparently extinft. But

Vol. I. Q as
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as the furface alone was obfcured, and the facred fire flill

internally preferved all its virtue, fcarccly was it expofed

to the rays oi the fun, when they faw it inftantaneoufly

rekindle, and prefent to their fight a brightnefs altogether

new, and an aftivity altogether aftonilhing.

Behold, my brethren, a faithful reprefentation of the

coldnefs, of a truly jufl foul ; and which likewife would

be your cafe, had the multitude of your infidelities done

no more than cover and relax, as I may fay, without ex-

tinguifhing the facred fire of charity within you : Behold,

I fay, what ought to be your fituation, when you ap-

proach the Holy Sacrament, or liften to the word of God.

When Jekis Chrifl, the Sun of Righteoufnefs, darts upon

you fome rays of his grace and light, and infpires you with

holy délires, your heart ought then to be feen rekindled,

and your fervour renewed : You then ought to appear all

fire and animation in the pra£lice of your duty, aûd afton-

ifh even the moft confident witnefTes of your former life,

by the renovation of your morals and zeal.

Alas ! nothing, however, reanimates you. Even the ho-

ly Sacrament leaves you all your coldnefs : The words of

the gofpel which you liften to, fall upon your heart, like

corn upon a fterile land, where it immediately dies : The

fentiments of falvation, which grace operates within you,

are never followed with any effe£f, in the melioration of

your morals ; you continually drag on in the fame indo-

lence and languor
;
you depart from the holy altar equally

cold, equally infenfible, as you approached it : We fee

not in vou thefe renewals of zeal, piety, and fervour, fo

common in jufl fouls, and of which the motives are to be

found in their deviations from duty. What you were yef-

terday, you are to-day : The fame infidelities, the fame

weaknefles :
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weaknefTes : You advance not a fmgle ftcp in the road to

falvation ; all the fire of heaven could fcarcely rekindle

in the bottom of your heart this pretended charity, upon

which you depend fo much. Ah ! my dear hearer, how-

much I dread that it is extinct, and that you are dead in

the fight of the Lord ! I wifli not to anticipate the fecrct

judgments of God upon the confciences ; but I muft tell

you, that your flate is very far from being fafe ; I even

tell you, that if we are to judge by the rules of faith, you

are in difgrace with, and hated of the Lord : I tell you like-

wife, that a coldnefs fo durable and confiant, cannot fub-

fifl with a principle of heavenly and eternal life, which

always, from time to time at leaff, betrays external move-

ments and figns, faites, animates itfelf, and takes wing,

as if to difengage itfelf from the fhackles which weigh

it down ; and that a charity fo mute, fo indolent, and fo

conflantly infenfible, exifls no more.

But the great danger of this flate, my brethren, is, that

a lukewarm foul is fo without fcruple : It feels that it

might carry its fervour and fidelity to a much greater

length, but it looks upon that zeal, and that exaflitude, as

a perfeftion, and a grace, referved only for certain fouls,

and notas a general duty ; in this manner they fix them-

felves in that degree of coldnefs into which they are fallen
;

they have not made, nor fcarcely attempted, the fmal left

progrefs in virtue, fince the ardours of converfion. • It

would appear, that having exhaufted all their fervour

againfl the criminal pafTions with which they had at firff to

combat, they imagine, that nothing noAV remains, but to

enjoy in peace the fruits of their vitfory ; a thoufand da-

mages which ftill remain from their firfl fhipwreck, they

think no more of repairing: So far, from endeavouring to

leprefs a thoufand weaknelfes, and corrupted inclinations^
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left them by their firfl irregularities, they love and cherifli

them. The Holy Sacrament no longer reanimates or invi-

gorates their faith ; it only amufes it. Converfion is no

longer the end they propofe ; they believe it already done :

And, alas ! their confelTions even to the Almighty, are

more tor the purpofe of amufing and lulling their confci-

ences, than the efFefts of piety, and real contrition.

We impofe greatly upon ourfelves, my brethren, with

regard to our confciences reproaching us with nothing cri-

minal ; for we fee not, that it is even that tranquillity

tvhich conftitutes the danger, and perhaps the guilt like-

wife of it. We believe ourfelves in fecurity in our ftate,

becaufe it perhaps offers to our fight more innocence and

regularity, than that of diforderly fouls ; and indeed, we
wifli not to conceive how a life purely natural, fhould not

be a life of grace and of faith ; or that a flate of habitual

idlenefs and fenfual gratification, fhould be a ftate of fin

and death, in a Chriflian life.

Thus, my dear hearer, you whom this difcourfe regards,

reanimate yourfelf without ceafing in the fpirit of your

vocation ; according to the advice of the Apoftle, raife

yourfelf every day by prayer, by mortification of the

fenfes, by vigilance over your paffions, and by a continual

retrofpe6}ion to, and invelligation of your own heart ;

thaf. firfl grace, which operates to draw you from the errors

and wanderings of the world, and make you enter into the

paths of God. Depend upon it, that piety has nothing

furc or confoling but fidelity ; that in relaxing from it,

3'ou only augment your troubles, becaufe you multiply

your bonds ; that in retrenching from your duty, zeal,

fervour and exaftitude, you likewife retrench all its fweets

jind pleafures ; that in depriving your ftate of fidelity, you

deprive
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deprive it of fecurity ; and that in limi-ting yourfelf, fim-

piy to fliun iniquity, you lofe the moft, precious fruits of

virtue.

And after all, fince you have already facrificed the ef-

fential.why will you ftill attach yourfelves to the frivolous

parts ? After having accomplifhed the moft laborious and

painful exertions towards falvation, muft you perifli for not

finilhing the flighteft and moft eafy? When Naaman, little

convinced, becaufe the prophet, for the cure of his lepro-

fy, had only ordered him to bath in the waters of Jordan,

retired full ot contempt for the man of God, and believ-

ing it impoflible that his recovery could be accomplifhed

by fo fimple a remedy, the people who accompanied him

made him fenfible of bis error, by faying to him, " But,

' mafter, had the prophet bid thee do fome great thing,

" wouldeft thou not have done it ? How much rather then,

" when he faith to thee, wafh and be clean ?"

And now, my brethren, attend to what I have to fay,

while I finifti this difcourfe. You have abandoned the

world, and the idols which you formerly worfhipped in it :

You are come from afar into the paths of God : You have

had fo many pafTions to overcome, and obftacles to fur-

mount ; fo many things to facrifice, and difficult exertions

to make ; there remains only one ftep more to accomplifli,

which is a iaithtul and confiant vigilance over yourfelves.

If a facrifice of the criminal paffions were not already made,

and you were required to do it, you would not, I believe,

hefitate a moment ; coft what it might, you would make

it : And in the meanwhile, when fimple purifications are

only demanded oi you ; nay, when you are required as I

may fay, almoft the fame things which you do, but only

to be praftifed with more fervour, fidelity, faith, and vigi-

lance,



J 26 s E R M O N IV. ^

lance, are you excufable in declining them ? Why will

you render ufelefs all your former efforts, by therefufal ot

a thing fo eafy ? Why flioukl you have renounced the

world, and all its criminal pleafures, only to find in piety

the fame rock, which by flying from fin you thought to

have efcaped ? And would it not be lamentable, if, after

having facrificed to God the principal parts, you fhould

lofe yourfelves, by wifliing flill to diipute with him a thou-

fand little facrifices, much lefs painful to the heart and to

nature.

Finifli then in us, O my God ! that which thy grace has

already begun ; triumph over our languors, and our weak-

neflefs, fince thou haft already triumphed over our crimes ;

give us a heart fervent and faithful, fince thou haft already

deprived us of a criminal and corrupted one ; infpire us

with that willing fubmiffion which the juft pofTefs, fince

thou haft cxtinguiChed in us that pride and obftinacy

which occafion fo many finners : Leave not, O my God !

thy work unfiniflied ; and fince thou haft already made us

enter into the holy career of falvation, render us worthy

ci the holy crown promifed to thofe who (hall have legally

fought for it.

Now to God, &c. Amen.

SERMON



SERMON V.

THE CERTAINTY OF THE LOSS OF RIGHTEOUS-

NESS IN A STATE OF LUKEWARMNESS,

Luke iv. 38.

And he rofe out of the Synagogue, and entered into Si-

mon's houfe : and Simons wife's mother was taken with a

great fever : and they befought him for her.

i^iNCE Simon thought the prefence of our Saviour necef-

fary for the cure of his mother-in-law, it would appear my
brethren, that the evil was prefling, and threatened an ap-

proaching death ; the ufual remedies muft have been found

inefFeftual, and nothing but a miracle could operate her

cure, and draw her from the gates of death: Neverthelefs,

the Scriptures mention her being attacked by only a com-

mon fever. On every other occafion, we never find that

they had recourfe to our Saviour, but to raife people from

the grave, to cure paralytics, reflore fight to the blind, and

hearing to the deaf, from their birth : In a word, to cure

difeafes, incurable by any other, than the Sovereign Maf-

ter of Life and Death : In this inflance, he is allied upon,

to reflore health to a perfon attacked by a fimple fever.

Whence comes it, that the Almighty Power is employ,

ed on fo flight an occafion ? It is, that this fever being a

natural image of luktwarmnefs in the wavs of God, the

Holv
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Holy Spirit has wifheJ to make us underftand by it, that

this difeafe apparently io flight, and of which they dread

not the danger; this lukewarmnefs, fo common in piety, is

a difeafe, which inevitably deftroys the foul, and that a

miracle is neceflary to refcue it from death.

Yes, my brethren, of all the maxims of Chriftian mo-

rality, there is none upon which experience allows us lefs

to deceive ourfelves, than the one which aflures us, that

contempt for the fmalleJl points of our duty infcnfibly leads

us to a tranfgreflion of the moft efTential ; and that, negli-

gence in the ways of God is never far from a total lofs of

righteoufnefs. He who defpifes thefmaller objefts of re-

ligion, fays the Holy Spirit, will gradually fall ; he who

defpifes them, that is to fay, who deliberately violates them
;

who lays down as it were, a plan of this conduft; for, if

through weaknefs or furprife you fail in them fometimes,

it is the common defliny of the juft, and this difcourfe

would no longer regard you ; but to defpife them in the

fenfe already mentioned, which can happen only with luke-

warm and unfaithful fouls, is a path which muft terminate

m the lofs of righteoufnefs. In the firft place, becaufe the

fpecial grace neceflary towards perfeverance in virtue is

no longer granted. Secondly, Becaufe the paflions are

llrengthened which lead us on to vice. Thirdly, Becaufe

all the external fuccours of piety become ufelefs.

Let us invefliigate thefe three refleflions : They contain

important inftruftions in the detail of a Chriflian life :

Ufeful, not only to thofe who make profeffion of a public

and avowed piety, but likewife to thofe who make all vir-

tue to confift in that regularity of conduft, and propriety of

behaviour, which even the world requires. /

Part



STATE OF LUKEWARMNESS. 129

Part I.—It is a truth of falvation, fays a holy Father,

that the innocence of even the molt upright has occafion

for the continual affiftance oi grace. Man, delivered up

to fin, by the wickednefs of his nature, no longer finds in

himfelf but principles of error, and fources ot corruption :

Righteoufncfs and truth, originally born with us, are now

become as ftrangers ; all our inclinations, revolted againil

God and his law, in fpite of ourfelves, drag us on towards

illicit objeft s ; in fo much, that to return to the law, and

fubmit our heart to order, it is neceffary to refift, without

ceafing, the imprefTions of the fenfes ; to break our warm-

eft inclinations, and to harden ourfelves continually againft

ourfelves. There is no duty but what now colls us

fomething ; no precept in the law, but combats fome ot

our pallions ; no ftep in the paths of God againft which

our heart does not revolt.

To this load of corruption, which renders duty fo diffi-

cult and irkfome, and iniquity fo natural, add the fnares

which furround us, the examples which entice us, the ob-

jefts which effeminate us, the occafions which furprife us,

the compliances which weaken us, the affligions which

difcourage us, the properties which corrupt us, the fitua-

tions which blind us, and the contradiftions which we ex-

perience ; every thing around us is indeed only one con-

tinued temptation. I fpeak not of the raiferies which are

natural to us; or the particular oppofition to order and

righteoufncfs, which our paft morals, and ourfirft pallions

have left in our hearts : That love for the world and its

pleafures ; that diflike to virtue and its maxims; that em-

pire of the fenfes, fortified by a voluptuous life : that in-

vincible indolence, to which every thing is a burden, and

to which whatever is a burden, becomes alraoft impoffible ;

that pride, which knows neither how to bend or break ;

Vol L R that
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that inconflancy of heart, incapable of end or uniformity,

which prefently tires of itfelf ; which cannot lubmit to

rule, becaufe that it is always the fame; which wifhes, and

wiOies not
;

pafTes in a moment from the loweft ftate of dc-

jeftion, to a vain and childifh joy, and leaves fcarcely the

int?rval of a moment betwixt the fincerefl refolution, and

the infidelity which violates it.

Now, in a fituation fo miferable, what, O my God ! can

the mofl; juft accomplifh, delivered up to his own weak-

nefs, and all the fnares which fiirround him ; bearing in his

heart the fource of all his errors, and in his mind the prin-

ciples of every illufion ? The grace of Jefus Chrift, there-

fore, can alone deliver him from fo many miferies ; en-

lighten him in the mid ft of fo much darknefs ; fupport him

under fo many difficulties ; reftrain him from following the

diftates of fo many rapid defires, and ftrengthen him

againft fo many attacks. If left a moment to himfelf, he

inevitably ftumbles, and is loft : If an Almighty hand cea-

fes an inftant to retain him, he is carried down by the

ftream : Our confiftency in virtue, is therefore a continual

grace and miracle ; all our fteps in the ways of God are

new motions of the Holy Spirit ; that is to fay, of that in-

vifible guide, v/hich impels and leads us on. All our pious

aftions are gifts of divine mercy ; fince every proper ufe

of our liberty comes from him, and he crowns his gifts in

recompenfingour merits : All the moments of our Ghriftian

life are like a new creation, therefore, in faith, and in

piety : that is to fay, (this fpiritua! creation does nor fup-

, pofe a non-exiftence in the. juft, but a principle of grace,

and a liberty which co-operates with it,) that as, in the

order of. nature, we fliould again return to our non-entity,

if the Creator ceafed an inftant to prefcrve the being he

lias given us ; in the lite of grace, we M'ould again fall

into
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into fin and death, did the Redeemer ceafe a fingle mo-

ment to continue, by new fuccours, the gift of righteouf-

nefs andholinefs, with which he hath embellifhed our foul :

Such is theweaknefs of man, and fuchis his continual de-

pendence on the grace of Jcfus Chrift. The fidelity of the

jull foul is, therefore, the fruit of continual aids of grace
;

but it is likev/ife the principle : It is grace alone which

can operate the fidelity of the juft ; and it is the fidelity

alone of thejuft, which merits the prefervation and increafe

of grace in the heart.

For, my brethren, the ways of God towards us hiding

full of equity and wifdom, there mull neceflarily be fome

order in the diftribution of his gifts and grace : The Lord

muft communicate himfelf more abundantly to the foul,

whicli faithfully prepares its heart for his ways ; he muft

bellow more continual marks of his proteftion and mercy

on the upright heart, which gives him confiant proof of

love and fidelity ; and the fervant who improves his talent,

muft neceflarily be recompenfed in proportion to the profit

he has known how to reap from it : It is juft on the con»

trary, that a lukewarm and unfaithiul heart, who ferves his

God with negligence and difguft, fhould find the Almighty

cold and difgufted towards him : The mifery infeparable

from coldnefs, is, therefore, the privation ot the grace of

protection. If you become cold, the Almighty becomes

fo towards you ; if you limit yourfelf with regard to him,

to thofe cfTential duties, which you cannot refufehim with-

out guilt, he confines himfelf with regard to you, to thofe

general fuccours, which will not fupport you far : He re-

tires from you, in proportion as you retire from him ; and

the meafurc of fidelity with which you fcrve him, is the

meafure oi prote6fion you may expeft to receive.

Nothing
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Nothing can be more equitable than this conduft ; for

you enter into judgment with your God. You negle£l

every opportunity where you might give him proofs of

your fidelity; You difpute every thing with him, of which

you think you could avoid the payment : You carefully

watch, left you do any thing for him, beyond what duty

requires. It appears, you fay to him, what he formerly

faid to the unfaithful fervant : Take that thine is ; and go

thy way. You reckon with God, as I may fay : All your

attention is engaged in prefcri^ing limits to the right he has

over your heart ; and all his attention likewife, if I may

be permitted to fpeak in this manner, is to put bounds to

bis mercies to your foul, and to pay your difference with

the fame : Love is the price of love alone ; and if you do

not fufficiently feel all the terror and extent of this truth,

allow me to explain to you its confequences.

The firft is, that this flate of lukewarmnefs and infidelity

removing the foul from the grace of proteftion, leaves him,

as I may fay, empty of God, and in the hands, as it were,

of his own weaknefs : He may undoubtedly, with the com-

mon fuccours left him, ftill preferve the fidelity he owes

to God : He has always enough to fupport him in well-do-

ing ; but his lukewarmnefs deprives him of the ability to

apply them to any purpofe ; that is to fay, that he is ftill

aided by thofe fuccours, which may enable him to go on;

but no longer by thofe with which he may infallibly perfe-

vere ; there is no peril, therefore, in this fituation, but

makes a dangerous imprefTion on him, and leads him to the

brink of ruin.

I grant that a happy natural difpofition, fome remains of

modefty, and fear of God, a confcience ftill afraid of guilt,

and a reputation to preferve, may for fome time defend him

againft
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againft himfelf ; but as thefe refources, drawn moftly from

nature, cannot extend tar ; as the fenfual objefts, in the

midft of which he lives, make every day new wounds in

his heart, and grace lefs abundant, repairs not the lofs,

alas ! his ftrength exhaufts every moment, faith relaxes, and

truth is obfcuied ; the more he advances, the worfe he be-

comes : Such fouls feel perfe£lly, that they no longer retire

from the world and its dangers, equally innocent, as former-

ly ; that they carry their weaknefTes and compliance much far-

ther ; that they encroach upon limits which they formerly

refpe6led ; that loofe converfations find them more indul-

gent, evil-fpeaking more favourable, pleafure lefs guarded,

and the world more anxious for it ; that they bring into it,

a heart already half-gained; that they are fenfible of their

lofTcs, but feel nothing to repair them ; in a word, that

God is almoft withdrawn from them ; and there is no lon-

ger any barrier, but their own weaknefs, betwixt guilt and

them. Behold the fituation in which vou are ; aad from

that, judge of the one in which you will foon be.

I know that this flate of relaxation and infidelity trou-

bles and diflurbs you ; that you fay every day, that nothing

can bellow greater happinefs, than a detachment from every

thing worldly; and that you envy the defliny of thofe

Chriftians who give themfelves up to God without referve,

and no longer keep any terms with the world. But you

are deceived ; it is not the faith, or the fervour of thefe

faithful Chriftians, you envy ; you only covet their lot ;

that happinefs and peace, which they enjoy, in the fervice

of their Maker, and which you are incapable of partaking
;

you only envy them that infenfibility, and happy indifîcr-

ence to which they have attained, for the world and every

thing it elleems
; your love for which occafions all your

troubles, remorfcs, and fecret anguidi ; but you envy

them
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them not the facrifices they were under the necefTity of

inalang, to arrive at their prefent ftate of peace and tran-

quilUty : You envy them not the trials they have under-

gone, in order to merit the precious gilt of a lively and

fervent faith : You envy the happinefs of their ftate ; but

you would not wifh it to coR you the illufion and fenfuality

of your own.

The fécond confequence I draw from the refufal of the

grace of protection io the lukewarm Chriftian, is, that the

yoke of our Saviour, to him, becomes burdenfome, hard,

and infupportable. For, my brethren, by the irregularity

of our nature, iiaving loft all tafte for rigiiteoufnefs and

truth, which, in a fiate of innocence, formed the happi-

nefs of man, we no longer have any feeling or defire, but

for objefts which gratify the fenfes and paiTions. The du-

ties of the Jaw of God, which recal us from the fenfes to

the fp irit, and make us facrifice the prefent imprefiions of

pleafure to the hope of future promifes: Thefe duties, I

fay, prefently fatigue our weaknefs, -becaufe they are con-

tinual efforts we make againft ourfelves. It requires the

unftion of grace, therefore, to foften the yoke ; it is ne-

cefTary that grace fpread fecret confolations over its bitter-

nefs, and change the fadnefs of duty into a holy and fenfi-

blejoy. Now the lukewarm foul, deprived of this unc-

tion, feels only the weight of the yoke, without the con-

folations which foften it: In this manner, all the duties of

piety and religion become infipid to you ; works of falva-

tion become wearifome ;
your confcience, reftlels and em-

barrafled, by your relaxations and infidelities, of which

you cannot juftify the innocence, no longer allows you to

enjoy either peace or joy in the ferviceof God. You feel

all the weight of the duties to which fome remains of faith,

and love of eafe, hinder you from being unfaithful; but

you
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you feel not the fecret teftimony of a clear confcience,

which foothes and fupports the fervent Chriflian : You

fhun, perhaps, certain occafions of pleafure, where inno-

cence is lure of being îhipwrecked, but you only experi-

ence in the retreat which divides you from them, a

wearifomenefs, and a more lively defire for the fame plea-

fures, froin which you have forced yourfelf to refraia.

You pray, but prayer is no longer but a fatijTue : You

frequent the fociety of virtuous perfons, but their compa-

ny becomes fo irkfome, as almoft to difguH^ you with vir-

tue itfelf : The flighteft violence you do upon your incli-

nations for the fake of heaven, coflsyou fuch efforts, that

the plcafures and amufements of the world muft be appli^

ed to, to refrefh and invigorate you after this fatigue ; the

fmalleft mortification exhaufts your body ; cafts uneafmefs

and chagrin through your temper, and only confoles you,

by an immediate determination, to abandon its praèlice.

You live unhappy, and without confolation, becaufe you

deprive yourfelf oi a world you love, and fubftitjte in its

place duties v.-hich yoii love not : Your whole life is but a

melancholy fatigue, and a perpetual difguft with yourfelf:

You refemble the Ifraelites in the defert ; difguOed, on the

one part, with the manna upon which the Lord had order-

ed them to fubfift ; and on the other, not daring to return

to the food of the Egyptians, which they ftill loved, and

which the dread alone of the Ahnighty's anger induced

them to deny themfelves. Now this flate of violence can-

not endure ; we foon tire of any remains of virtue, which

do not quiet the heart, comfort the rêafon, and even flat-

ter our felf-love : We foon throw off the remains of a

yoke, which weighs us down; and which we no longer

carry through love, but for decency's fake. It is (o me-

lancholy to be nothing at all, as I may fay : Neither Juft

nor worldly ; attached neither to the world nor to Jcfus

Chrift;
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Chrift ; enjoying neither the pleafures of tlie fenfes, nor

thofe of grace; that it is impolTible this wearifome fitua-

tion of indifference and neutrality can be durable. The
heart, and particularly thofe of a certain defcription, re-

quires an avowed obje£l to occupy and intereft it ; If not

God, it will foon be the world : A heart, lively, eager,

always in extremes, and fuch as the generality of men pof-

fefs, cannot be fixed, but by the feelings; and to be con-

tinually difgufted with virtue, fhows a heart already prepared

to yield to the attrapions of vice.

I know, in the firft place. That there are lazy and indo-

lent fouls, who feem to keep themfelves in this ftaie of

equilibration and infenfibility ; who offer nothing decided,

either for the world or virtue; who appear equally diflant,

by their difpofitions, either from the ardours of a faithful

piety, or the exceffes of profane guilt ; who, in the midft

of the pleafures of the world, preferve a fund of reten-

tion and regularity, which proves the exiftence of fome

remains of virtue ; and in the midft of their religious du-

ties, a fund of carelefTnefs and laxity, which flill breathes

the air and maxims ot the world. Thefe are indolent and

tranquil hearts, animated in nothing ; in whom indolence

almofl fupplies the place of virtue ; and who, notwith-

flanding they never arrive at that degree of piety, which

the faithful accomplifh, never proceed to thofe lengths in

iniquity, which criminal and abandoned fouls do.

I know it, my brethren, but I likewife know, that this

indolence of heart defends us only from crimes which

would coll us trouble ; makes us avoid only thofe pleafures

which we would be obliged to purchafe, at the expence of

our tranquillity, and which the love of eafe alone prevents

U8 from enjoying. It leaves us virtuous only in the eyes of

men,
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men, who confound the indolence which dreads embarrafT-

mcnt with the piety which flies from vice; but it does not

defend us againft ourfelves ; again ft a thoufand illicit de-

fires ; a thoufand criminal compliances ; a thoufand paf-

fions, more fecret, and lefs painful, becaufe (hut up in the

heart; from jealou fies, which devour us ; ambition, which

domineers over us
;

pride, which corrupts us ; a defire ot

picafure, which engroffes us ; anexcefs of felt-love, which

is the principle ot all our condufl, and infeèls all our ac-

tions ; that is to fay, that this indolence delivers up our

heart to all its weaknefles ; at the fame titne that it ferves

as a check againft the more ftriking and tumultuous paf-

fions, and that, what appears only indolence in the eyes of

men, is always beiore God a fecret ignominy and corrup-

tion.

I know, in the (econd place, that this love of piety, and

this unftion which foftens the practice of religious duties»

is a gift frequently refufed even to holy and faithful Chrif-

tians. But there are three eflential differences betwixt the

faithful foul, to whom the Lord denies the fenfible confo-

lations of piety ; and the lukewarm and worldly one, whom
the weight of the yoke opprefTes, and who is incapable of

enjoying the things of God.

The firft is, That a faithful Chriftian, in fpite of his re-

pugnancies, preferving a firm and folid faith, finds his flate,

and the exemption from guilt in which he lives, fince

touched by God, a thoufand times more happy, than that

in which he lived when delivered up to his pafTions ; and

penetrated with horror at his former exceffes, he would,

not change his lot, or re-engage himfelf in his former vices,

for all the pleafures of the eartho In place ot which,

the lukewarm and unfaithful heart, difguUed with virtue,

Vol. I. S envionflv
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envioufly regards the pleafiires, and vain happinefs of the

world ; and his difgufts being only the confequence and

fufferings of his weaknefs, and the lukewarmnefs of his

faith, to plunge into fin, begins to appear as the only re-

fource left him, from wearinefs and the gloominefs of pi-

ety.

The fécond difference is, That the faithful Chrillian, in

the midft of his difgufts and hardfhips, at leaft bears a con-

fcience which reproaches him not with guilt: He at leaft is

fupported, by the teftimony of his own heart, and by a

certain degree of internal peace, which, though neither

warm, nor very fenfible, fails not, however, to eftablifli

within us, a calm which we never experienced in the paths

of error : on the contrary, the lukewarm and unfaithful

foul, allowing himfelf, againft the teftimony of his own

confcience, a thoufand daily tranfgreftions, of which he

knows not the wickednefs, bears always an uneafy and fuf-

picious confcience ; and being no longer fuftained by love

for his duties, nor the peace and teftimony of his confci-

ence, this ftate of agitation and wearinefs foon terminates

in the miferable peace of fin.

The laft reafon is, That the difgufts of the faithful Chrif-

tian being only trials, to which, for his purification, God

expofes him, he fupplies, in a thoufand ways, the fenfible

confolations of virtue which he rcfufes him ; he replaces

them by a more powerful proteftion ; by a mercilul atten-

tion to rem.ove every danger which might fed

u

ce him
;

and by more abundant fuccours of grace ; ior the Almighty

wifhes neither to lofe nor difcourage him ; he wifties only

to prove him ; and ma«ke him expiate by the affligions and

hardfhips of virtue, the unjufl pleafures of fin: But the

difgufts of an infidel foul are not trials, they are punifh-

ments ;
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mejits : It is not a merciful God who fufpends the confola-

tions of grace, without fufpending grace itfcH : It is not a

tender father, who fupplies by the folidity of his tendernefs,

and by efFeftual afhftances, the apparent rigours he is un-

der the n^ceffity of ufing : It is a fevere judge, who only

begins to deprive the criminal of a thoufand indulgences,

becaufe the fentence of death is prepared for him. The

hardflîips of virtue find a thoufand refources in virtue it-

felf; thofe of lukewarmnefs, can find them only in the

deceitful pleafures oi vice.

Such, my brethren, is the inevitable lot of lukewarm-

nefs in the ways of God ; the mifcry of lofing righteouf-

nefs. Will you tell us, after this, that you wifh to prac-

tife only a degree of virtue which may continue ; that thefe

great exertions of zeal cannot be fupported ; that it is much

better not to begin fo high, and by thefe means to accom-

plifh the end ; and that they never go far, who exhaull

themfelves at the beginning of their journey.

I know that every excefs, even in piety, comes not

from the Spirit of God, which is a fpirit of wildom and

difcretion ; that the zeal which overturns the order of

our flate and duties, is not the piety which comes from

above, but an illufion born in ourfelves ; that indifcretioa

is a fource of falfe virtues ; and that we often give to va-

nity what we think is given to truth.

But I tell you from God, that to perfevere in his ways,

we muft give ourfelves up to him without referve : That

in order to fupport the fidelity due to the efiential parts of

our duty, we muft unceafingly endeavour to weaken the

pafTions which oppofe it ; and that keeping terms with

thefe pafTions, under the pretext of not going loo far, is

to
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to dig for ourfelves a gfave. I tell you, that it is only the

faithful and fervent Chriftians, who, not contented with

fliunning fin, fliun alfo every thing which can lead to it ;

that it is thefe alone who perfevere, who fuftain themfelves,

who honour piety by a fupported, equal and uniform con-

duel ; and, on the contrar}-, it is lukewarm and relaxed

fouls, who have begun their penitence, by limiting their

piety, and accommodating it to the pkalurcs and maxims

of the world ; it is thefe fouls who draw back, who belie

themfelves, and who diftionour piety, by their inconftancy

and inequality of conduft ; by a life, fometimes blended

with virtue and retirement, and at others devoted to the

world and weaknefs : And I appeal to yourfelves, my bre-

thren, if, when you fee in the world a perfon relax from

his firft fervour, gradually mingle himfelf in the pleafures

and focieties he had lately fo fcrupuloufly and feverely

denied himfelf ; infenfibly abate his love of retirement, his

modefty, circumfpe^ion, prayers, and exaélitude to ful-

fil his religious duties, you fay not to yourfelves, that he

is not far from returning to what he formerly was ? Are

not thefe relaxations regarded by you as a prelude to his

Tuin ; and that virtue is nearly extintl, when once you fee

it weakened ? Do you even require fo much to roufe your

cenfiires, and malicious prefages againll piety ? Unjuft that

you are, you condemn a cold and unfaithful virtue, while

you condemn us for requiring of you a virtue faithful and

fervent ! You pretend, that in order to continue, you muft

begin with moderation, while you prophecy that a total

departure from virtue is not far difiant, when once it begins

to be followed with coolnefs and negligence.

From a relaxation alone, therefore, we are to dread a

xetuvn to our former courfes, and a departure from virtue :

It is not by giving ourfelves up without referve to God,

that
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that we become difgufted with piety, and are forfaken by

him : The way to come glorioufly off in battle, is not by

fparing, but overcoming the enemy : There is no dread,

therefore, of doing too much, left we fhould be unable to

fupport it ; on the contrary, to merit the grace neceflary

to our fupport, we ought, from the firft, to leave nothing

undone. What illufion, my brethren ! We dread zeal, as

dangerous to perfeverance : and it is zeal alone which can

obtain it : We fix ourfelves in a lukewarm and commodious

life, as the only one which can fubfift; and it is the only

one which proves falfe : We fhun fidelity, as the rock oi

piety; and piety without fidelity is never far from fhip-

wreck.

It is thus that lukewarmnefs removes from the infidel

foul the grace of proteclion ; ot which the abfence depriv-

ing our faith of all its ftrength, and the yoke of Jefus

Chrift of all its confolations, leaves us in a ftate oi fuch

imbecility, that to be loft, innocence requires only to be at-

tacked. But if the lofs of righteoufnefs is inevitable, on

the part of grace which is withdrawn, it is ftill more fo,

on account of the pallions which are fortified within us.

Part II. What renders vigilance fo neceffary to Chrif-

tian piety, is, that all thepaflions which oppofe themfelves

in us to the law of God, only die, as I may fay, with us.

We undoubtedly are able to weaken them, by the afTiftance

of grace, and a fervent and lively faith ; but the roots al-

ways continue in the heart ; we always carry within us tlic

principles of the fame errors our tears have effaced. Guilt

may be extinguiftied in our hearts; but fin, as the Apoftle

Jays, that is to fay, the corrupted inclinations which have

formed our guilt, inhabits and lives there ftill : And that

fund ot corruption which removed us fo far from God, is

. flil
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flill left US in our penitence, to ferve as a continual cxercife

to virtue; to render us, by the continual occafions ot com-

bat it raifes up for us, more worthy oi an eternal crown ;

to humble our pride ; to keep us in remembrance that the

duration oi our prefent life is a time of war and danger
;

and, by a delliny inevitable to our nature, that there is on-

ly one ftep between relaxation and guilt.

It is true, that the grace of Jefus Chrift is given us to

reprefs thefe corrupted inclinations which furvive our con-

verfion ; but in a Jlate of lukewarmncfs, as I have already

faid, grace offering us only common fuccours, and the

grace of prote6iion, of which we arc become unworthy,

being either more rare, or entirely fufpended, it is evident

that the paffions muft acquire new flrength. But I Tay,

that not only the pafTions are llregthencd, in a lukewarm

and infidel life, becaufe the- grace of proteftion which

checked them is more rare, but likewife by the ftate itfelf

of relaxation and coLdnefs ; for that life being only a con-

tinued indulgence of all the paffions; a fimplc eafinefs in

granting, to a certain degree, every thing which flatters

the appetites ; a watchfulnefs, even of felf-love, to re-

move whatever might reprefs, or reftrain them ; and a per-

petual ufageof all things capable of inflaming them : it is

evident, that by thefe means they muft daily acquire new

force.

In a word, my brethren, we are not to imagine, that in

pufhing our indulgence for our paflions, only to certain

lengths permitted, we appeafe them as I may fay, that we

allow lufficient to fatisfy them, and not enough to ftain our

foul, or carry trouble and remorfe through our confcience ;

or fancy that we can ever attain a certain degree of equili-

bration betwixt virtue and fin, where, on the one fide, our

naflions
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paflions are fatisfied by the indulgence allowed them ; and

on the other, our confcience is tranquil, by the abfence

of guilt, which we fhun. For fuch is the plan adopted

by the lukewarm foul : Favourable to his indolence, be-

caufe he equally banilhes every thing, either in virtue or

in fin, which can difturb him : To the paflions, he refufes

whatever might trouble his confcience; and to virtue,

whatever might be difagreeble to, or mortify his felf-love :

But this flate of equilibrium is a perteâ chimera. The

paflions know no limits or bounds in guilt ; how, therefore,

could they poflibly be reflrained to thofe of the lukewarm

foul ? Even the utmoft excefs cannot reftrain or fix them
;

how then could fimple indulgences do it ? The more you

grant, the more you deprive yourfeU of the power to re-

fufe them any thing. The true fecret of appeafing, is not

by favouring them to a certain degree ; it is by oppohng

them in every thing ; every indulgence only renders them

more fierce and unmanageable; it is a little water thrown

upon a great nre, which, far from extinguifhing, increa-Tes

its fury : Every thing which flatters the paflions, fenders

them more keen, and diminifiies the probability of being

able to conquer them.

Now, fuch is ths flate of a lukewarm and unfaithful foul.

It allows itfelF every animofity which extends not to avow-

ed revenge ; it juflifies every pieafure, in which guilt is

not palpable ; it delivers itfeif up without referve to every

worldly defire and gratification, by which no individual,

it fuppofes, is injured; every omillion, which feems to

turn on the arbitrary duties, or but flightly interefls the ef-

fential ones, it makes no fcruple of ; every action of felf-

love, which leads notdirefctly to guilt, it regarvdsas notliiiig
;

all that nicety, with regard to rank and perfonal fame,

which is eopipatible with that moderation even the world

requires,
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requires, it regards as a merit. Now, what happens incon-

fequence of this ? Liften and you fhall know ; and I beg

you will aftend to the following reflections.

In the firft place : All the inclinations within us, which

oppofe themfelves to order and duty, being continually

ftrengthened, order and duty at lafl find in us infurmounta-

ble difiRculties ; in fo much, that to accomplifli them on

any edèntial occafion, or when required by the law of

God, is like remounting againft the ftreamof a rapid flood,

where the current drags us down, in fpite of every effort

to the contrary ; or like a furious and unmanageable horfe,

which it is necefTary to fl;op fhort on the brink of a preci-

pice. Thus your infenfibility and pride, are nourilhed to

fuch a degree of ftrength, that you abandon your heart to

all their impreflions : Thus your care and anxiety, have fo

fortified in your heart, the defire of worldly praife, that on

any important occafion, where it would be necefTar}' to

facrifice the vanity of its fuffrages to duty, and expofe

yourfelf, for the good of your foul, to its cenfure and de-

rifion ,you will always prefer the interefl;s of vanity to thofe

of truth, and the opinions of men will be much more pow-

erful than the fear of God. Thus thofe anxieties with re-

gard to fortune and advancement, have rendered ambition

fo completely fovereign of your heart, that in any delicate

conjunÊlure, where the deftruttion of a rival would be ne-

neffary towards your own elevation, you will never hefi-

tate, but will facrifice your confcience to your fortune
;

and be unjuft towards your brother, leaft you fail towards

yourfelf. Thus, in a word, to avoid a long detail, thofe

fufpicious attachments, loofe converfations, ridiculous com-

pliances, and defires of pleafing, too much attended to,

have filled you with difpofitions fo nearly allied to guilt

and debauchery, that yoa are no longer capable of refi fi-

ance
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ance againft any of their attacks ; the corruption prepared,

by the M'hole train ot your paft aflions, will be lighted up

in an inftant : Your weaknefs will overcome your reflec-

tion : Your heart will go againft glorv, duty, a-nd yourfelf.

We cannot long continue faithful, when we find in our-

felves fo many difpofitions to be otherwife.

Thus you will yourfelf be furprifed at youT own weak-

nefs : You will aflc at yourfelf, What are become of all

thofe difpofitions of modefty and virtue, which formerly

infpired you with fuch horror at fin ? You no longer will

know yourfelf: But this ftate of guilt will gradually ap-

pear lefs frightful to you: The heart foon juftifies to itfelf,

whatever pleafes it : Whatever is agreeable to us, does not

long alarm us ; and to the m.ifery of a departure from vir-

tue, you will add the mifery of ignorance and fecurity. '

Such is the inevitable lot of a lukewarm and unfaithful

life: Paffions w^hich we béive too much indulged ; "Young
lions," fays a prophet, which have been nourifhed with-

" out precaution, at length grow up, and devour the care-

•' lefs hand, which has even afîifted to ftrengthen and rcn-

•• der them formidable :" The paffions arrived to a cer-

tain point, gain a complete afccndancy : In vain you then

try to regain yourfelf: The time is paft
; you have foftered

the profane fire in your heart ; it mufl at laft break out ;

you have nourifhed the venom within you ; it mull now

fpread and gain upon you ; and the time is paft for any ap-

plication to medicine; you fhould have taken it in time ;

at the commencement the difeafe was not irremediable ;

you have allowed it to ftrengthen
;
you have irritated it by

every thin? which could inflame, and render it incurable ;

it muft now be conqueror, and you the victim of yourowa

indifcretion aiid indulgence.

Vol. I. T Do
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Do you not likewife fay, my brethren, that you have

the bell intentions in the world ; that you wifh you could

act much better than you do ; and though you have the fm-

cereftdefires for falvation, yetathoufand conjunftures hap-

pen in life, where we forget all oUr good intentions, and

muft be faints to refifl their imprefnons ? This is exa6lly

what we tell you ; that in fpitc of all your pretended good

intentions, if you do not fly, flruggle, watch, pray, and

continually take the command over yourfelf, a thoufand

occafions will occur, where you will no longer be mailer

of your own weaknefs: This is what we tell you, :that

nothing but a mortified and watchful life can place us be-

yond the reach of temptation and danger : That it is ridi-

culous to fuppofe we fhall continue faithful, in thofe mo-

ments when violently attacked, when we bear a heart weak-

ened, wavering, and already on the verge of falling ; that

none but the houfe built upon a rock can refill the winds

and the tempefts ; and, in a word, that we mull be holy,

and firmly ellablifiied in virtue, to live free from guilt.

And when I fay that we mull be holy : Alas ! my bre-

thren,' the moll faithful and fervent Chrillians, with every

inclination mortified as far as the frailty of our nature will

permit ; imaginations purified by prayer, and minds nou-

rilhed in virtue, and meditation on the law of God, fre-

quently find thcmfelves in fuch terrible fituations, that

their hearts fink within them ; their imaginations become

troubled and deranged ; they fee themfelves in thofe melan-

choly agitations, where they float for a long time betM'ixt

viftory and death ; and, like a vefiel llruggling againll the

waves, in the midll of an enraged ocean, they can only

look for fafety from, the Almighty Commander of winds

and tempefts. And you, with a heart already half-fcduced,

with inclinations at lealt bordering upon guilt, would wilh

your
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your weaknefs to be proof againfl all attacks, and the moft

powerful temptations to find you always tranquil and inac-

cefTible ? You would wiQi, with your lukewarm, fenfual,

and worldly morals, that on thefe occafions your foul fhould

be gifted with that llrength and faith which even the moft

tender and watchful piety fometimes cannot give? You
would wifli pafTions flattered, nouriflied, and ftrengthened,

to remain, tradable, quiet, and cold, in the prefence of

objefts moft capable of lighting them up ? Thofe which

alter years of aufterities, and a life devoted to prayer and

watching, awake fometimes in a moment, far even from

danger, and, by melancholy examples, make the moft up-

right feel, that we never fhould be oft' our guard, and that

the higheft point of virtue is fometimes the inftant which

precedes a departure from, and total lofs of it. Such is

our lot, my brethren, to be quick-fighted only towards the

dangers which regard our fortune, or our life, and not

even to know thofe which threaten our falvation. But let

us undeceive ourfelves : To ftiun guilt, fomething more is

required than the lukewarmnefs and indolence of virtue ;

and vigilance is the only mean left us by our Saviour to pre-

ferve our innocence. Firft refleélion.

A fjecond refleftion to be made on this truth is. That the

paflions, daily ftrengthening in a lukewarm and infidel life,

not only duty finds in us unfurmountable repugnancies, but

guilt likewife, as I may fay, polilhes itfelf ; and at laft we

feel no more repugnance to it, than to the fimpleft fault

Indeed, by thefe daily infidelities infeparable from luke-

warmnefs, the heart, as if by infenfible fteps, at laft arrives

at thofe dangerous limits, which, by a fingle line, feparate

life from death, guilt from innocence, and makes the final

ftep, almoft without perceiving it ; only a little way re-

maining for him to go, and having no occafion for any new

exertion
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exertion to accomplifh it, he does not believe he has ex-

ceeded his former bounds. He had replenifhed himfelf

with difpofuions, fo nearly bordering on guilt, that he has

brought forth iniquity without pain, repugnance, vifible

movement, or even f>erceiving it himfelf: Similar to a dy-

ing person, whom the languors of a long and painful mala-

dy have fo extenuated, and fo nearly approached to his end,

that the departing figh refemblesthofe which have preceded

it ; cofts him no greater effort than the others, and even

leaves the fpeftators uncertain, whether bis lafl moment is

come, or if he ftill breathes : And this is what renders the

flate of a lukewarm and infidel foul flill more dangerous,

that they are commonly dead to grace, without knowing it

themfelves : They become enemies to God, while they

llill live with him as with a friend : They are ftill in ihe

commerce of holy things, when they have lofl the grace,

which entitles us to approach them.

Thus, let thofe fouls whom this difcourfe regards, no lon-

ger deceive themfelves, becaufe they believe to have hitherto

avoided a grofs departure from virtue : Their flate before

God, is undoubtedly only more dangerous : Perhaps the

moft formidable danger of lukewarmnefs, is, that already

dead in the fiçht of God, they live in their opinion, with-

ouc any vifible or marked guilt ; that they compofe them-

felves tranquilly in death, depending on an appearance oi

life which comforts them ; that to the danger of their fitu-

ation, they add a falfe peace, which confirms them in this

path of illufion and darknefs ; it is in a word, that the Lord,

by terrible and fecret judgments, ffrikes them with blind-

nefs, and punifhes the corruption of their heart, by permit-

ting them to be ignorant of it. A grofs fall from virtue,

if I may venture to fay fo, would to them be a mark of the

goodnefs and mercy of God : They would then at leafl

open



STATE OF LUKEWARMN'ESS. J 49

open their eyes : Naked and maniieft guilt v.'ould then car-

ry trouble and uneafinefs through their conlcience : The

difeafe at laft difcovered, would perhaps induce them to

have rccourfe to the remedy ; in place ot which, this life,

apparently regular, compoles and calms them ; renders ufe-

lefs the example ot fervent Chriflians
;

perfuades them

that this great fervour is unneceffary ; that it is mucli more

the effeft of temperament than of grace ; that it is an emo-

tion of zeal, rather than a duty ; and makes them lillen to,

as vain exaggerations, all that we fay, with regajd to a luke-

warm and infidel life. Second reflection.

In a word, the laft reflection to be made on tins gicat

truth, is, that fuch is the nature of our heart, always to

remain much below what it at firft propofed. A thoufand

times we have formed pious refolutions ; we fiave projeft-

ed to carry to a certain point, the detail of our duties and

conduft ; but the execution has always much diminifhed

from the ardour ot our projefts ; and has relied at a degree

much below the one to which we wiftied to raife ourfelves :

Thus, the lukewarm Chriftian, propofing to himfelf no

higher point of virtue, than to fliun guilt ; looking precife-

ly to precept, that is to fay, to that rigorous and prccife

point of the law, immediately below which is prevarica-

tion and death : He infallibly refts below, and never reaches

that efTential point, which he had propofed to himlelt : It is,

therefore, an inconteftible maxim, that we muft undertake

much, to execute little ; and look very high, to attain at

leaft the middle. Now, this maxim, fo fure with regard

even to the moil juft, is much more fo with refpect to the

lukewarm and infidel foul : For coldnefs, more ftrongly

binding all his ties, and augmenting the weight of his cor-

ruption and mifery, it is principally him, who ought to

take this grand flight, in order to attain at leaft the loweft,

degree ;
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degree ; and in his counfels with himfelf, propofe perfec-

tion, if he wifhes tQ reft, even at the obfervance oi pre-

cept : Above all, it is to him that wc may truly fay, that

by fettling in his mind, only to fium guilt, loaded as he is

with the M'eight of his coldnefs and infidelities, he will al-

ways alight at a place very diftant irom the one he expeft-

ed to reach ; and the line of guilt being immediatelv below

this commodious and fenfual • virtue, the very fame efforts

he made, as he thought to Ihun it, will only ferve to con-

duft him to it. Thefe are i-eafons, drawn entirely from

the weaknefs the ftrengthened paflions leave to the luke-

warm and infidel foul ; and which inevitably lead it to ruin.

The only reafon, however, you allege to us, for perfe-

vering in this dangerous ftate, is, that you are weak, and

totally unable to fupport a more retired, limited, mortified,

and pcifefl manner of life : But furely, it is becaufe you

are weak, that is to fay, full of dlfguft for virtue, of love

for the world, and of fubje6tion to your appetites, that a

retired and mortified life becomes indifpenfable ; It is be-

caufe you are weak, that with more caution, you ©ught

to fhun every danger ; take a greater command over your-

felf ;
pray, watch, refufe yourfelf every improper gratifi-

cation, and attain even to holy exceffes of Zealand fervour,

in order to accomplifli a barrier againft your weaknefs.

You are weak ? And becaufe you are weak, you think you

are entitled toexpofe yourfelf more than another ; to dread

danger lefs ; with more tranquillity and indifference, to

negleft the necefTary remedies ; to allow more to your ap-

petites ; to preferve a ftronger attachment to the world, and

every thing which can corrupt the heart ? What illufion !

You make your weaknefs then the title of your fecurity ?

In the necefhties you have to watch and|pray, you find

then the privilege of difpenfing with them ! And fince,

when
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when is it, that the fick are authorifed to allow themfelves

gieater exceffes, and make ufe of lefs precaution, than

thofe who enjoy a pertcQ health ? Privation has always

been the way of the weak and infirm; and to allege your

weaknefs as a right of dil'penfation from a more fervent

and Chriftian life, is like enumerating your complaints, in

order to perfuade us that you have no occafion for me-di-

cine. Second reafon, drawn from the paffions, which are

ftrengthened in ailate of lukewarmnefs, and which proves,

that this ftate always ends in a departure from virtue, and

the lofs of righteoufnefs.

To all thefe reafons, I fhould add a third, drawn from

the external fuccours of religion, neceflary to the fupport

of piety; and which become ufeJefs to the lukewarm and

infidel foul.

T'he Holy Sacrament not only becomes of no utility,

but even dangerous to him ; either by the coldnefs with

which he approaches it, or by the vain confidence with

which it infpires him ; it is no longer a refource for hira ;

it has loft its eiTeft, like medicines too frequently made ufe

of; it amufes his languor, but cannot cure him : It is like

the food of the ftrong and healthy, which fo far from re-

ellabliihing, completes the ruin of the weak ftomach : It

is the breath of the Holy Spirit, which, unable to re-illu-

minate the flill fmoaking fpark, entirely extinguifhes it ;

that is to fay, that the grace of the Holy Sacrament, re-

ceived in a lukewarm and infidel heart, no longer operat-

ing there an increafe of life and ftrength, never fails, foon-

er or later, to operate the death and condemnation attached

to the abufe of thefe divine remedies.

Prayer
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Prayer, that channel of grace, that nourifhment to a

faithful heart ; that fweetener of piety ; that refuge againft

all attacks of the enemy ; that cry of an affefted foul,

which renders the Lord fo attentive to his nccefTities :

Prayer, without which the Almighty no longer makes him-

self felt within us ; without which we no longer know our

father ; we no longer render thanks to our benefaSor, nor

appeafe our judge ; we expofe no longer our wounds to

our phyfician : We live without God in the world : Pray-

er, in a word, fo neceffary to the moll ellablifhed virtue,

to the lukewarm foul, is no longer but the wearifome oc-

cupation of a diflrafted mind ; of a heart dry, and Ihared

betwixt a thoufand foreign afFeffions. He no longer ex-

periences that love, thofe confolations, which are the fruit

of a fervent and faithful life ; He no longer, as if with a

new light, fees the holy truths, which confirm the foul in

its contempt for the world, and love for the things of hea-

ven ; and which, after its departure hence, make it regard

with new difguft every thing which foolifh man admires :

He leaves it, no longer filled with that lively faith which

reckons as nothing, all the obftacles and difgufts of virtue,

and with a holy zeal, devours all its forrows : He no long^

er feels after it, more love for his duty, and horror at the

world ; more determination to fly irom its dangers ; more

light to know its nothingnefs and mifery, and ftrength to

hate and flruggle with himfelf ; more terror for the judg-

ments of God, and compunftion for his own weaknefTes :

He leaves it, only more fatigued than before, with virtue;

more filled with the phantoins of the world, which in the

moment when at the feet of the Almighty, have, it ap-

pears, agitated more briP^ly his imagination, blailed and

(lained by all thofe images ; more happy, by being quit ot

a bur-
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a bufdenfome duty, where he has experienced nothing fo

agreeable, as the pleafure of finding it over ; more eager,

by amufemcnts and infidelities, to fupply this moment oi

wearinefs and pain ; in a word, more diftant irom God,

whom he has irritated by the infidelity and irreverence oi

his prayer. Such, my brethren, is the fruit which he

reaps from it. In a word, all the external duties of reli-

gion, which fupport and roufe piety, are no longer to the

lukewarm Chriftian, but dead and inanimate culloms,

where his heart is not; where there is more of habit, than

of love or fpirit of piety ; and where the only difpofition

he brings is the wearinefs and languor, of always doing

the fame thing.

Thus, my brethren, the grace of this foul, being con-

tinually attacked and weakened, either by the praftices of

the world, which it allows itfelf, or by thofe of piety,

which it abufes ; either by fenfual objefts v.'hich nourifii

its corruption, or by thofe of religion, which increafe its

difgufts ; either by the pleafures which enervate it, or by

the duties which iatiçue it ; all uniting to make it bend

towards ruin, and nothing fupporting it : Alas ! what fate

can it promife itfclt ! Can the lamp without oil, long con-

tinue to give light ? The tree which no longer draws nou-

rilhment from the earth, can it fail to wither, and be de-

voted to the fire ? Now, fuch is the fituation of the luke-

warm Chriftian ; entirely delivered up tohimfelf, nothing

lupports him ; furrounded by wearinefs and difguils, no-

thing reanimates him ; full of weaknefs and or languor,

nothing protefts him ; every confolation of the juft foul,

is to him an increafe of languor ; every thing which gives

fupport to a faithful Chriftian, difgufts and overpowers

him ; whatever renders the yoke more cafy to others, makes

his more burdenfome ; and the fuccours of piety are no

longer but his fatigues, or his crimes. Now, in this ftate.

Vol. I. U O my
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O my God ! almofl: abandoned by thy grace, tired of thy

yoke, difgullcd with himfelf, as well as with virtue, weak-

ened by difeafes and their remedies, ftaggeringat every flep,

a breath overturns him ; he himfelt leans towards his fall,

without any additional or foreign impreffion ; and to fee

him fall, there is no necefhty for his being attacked.

Thefe are the reafons, which prove the certainty of the

lofs of righteoufnefs in a lukewarm and infidel life. But

are fo many proofs necefifary, my dear hearer, when your own

misfortunes have fo fadly inftru61ed you ? Remember from

vhence you are fallen, as the Holy Spirit of God formerly

faid to a lukewarm and infidel foul : Remount to the fource

of the diforders under which you flill bend : You will find

it in the negligence and infidelity of which we fpeak. A
birth of paflion too feebly rejefled, an occafion of danger

too much frequented, praflices of piety too frequently

omitted or defpifed, convenience too fenfually fought

after, defires of pleafing too much liftened to, dangerous

writings too little avoided ; the fource is almofl imper-

ceptible : The torrent of iniquity proceeding from it, has

completely inundated the capacity of your foul : It was

only a fpark which has lighted up this great conflagration ;

it was a morfel of leaven, which, in the end, has ferment-

ed, and corrupted the whole mafs. You never believed it

poflible, that you could be, what at prefent you are :

Whatever was faid to you on this fubjeft, you heard as

exaggerations of zeal and fpirituality : You would then

have come forward of your own accord, in order to clear

yourfelf of certain f;eps, for which you now feel not the

fmalleft remorfe ; Remember from whence you arc fallen :

Confider the depth of the abyfs into which you are plung-

ed : It is relaxation and flight infidelities, which by degrees

have conduced you to it. Once more, remember it ; and

fee, if that can be denominated a lure or durable flate,

which has brought you to the precipice. Such
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Such is the ufual artifice of' Satan : He never at firfl pro-

pofes guilt ; that would frighten away his prey, and re-

move it beyond the reach of his furprifes : Too well he

knows tlie road for entering the heart ; he knows that he

muft gradually confirm the timid confcience againfl the hor-

ror of guilt, and propofe nothing at firft. but honeR purpo-

fes, and certain limits in pleafure : It is not boldly like the

lion, he at firft attacks ; it is warily like the ferpent : He
does not lead you ftraight to the gulf ; he condu6f s you

there by winding paths. No, my brethren, crimes are ne-

ver the SrftefTays of the heart. David was imprudent and

flothful, before he became an adulterer: Solomon had al-

lowed himfelf to be feduced and enervated by the delights

and magnificence of royalty, before he publicly appeared

in the midft of lewd women : Judas had given up his

heart to money, before he put a price upon his mafler :

Peter was prefumptuous before he renounced the truth.

Vice has its progrefs, as well as virtue: As the day, fays

the Prophet, inftrufts the day, thus the night gives melan-

choly leffons to the night ; and there is not far betwixt a

ftate, which fufpends all the grace of proteftion, fortifies

all the palTions, renders ufelefs all the fuc cours of piety,

and a {fate where it is entirely extinft.

What then, my dear hearer, can confirm or comfort you,

in this life of negligence and infidelity ? Is it that exemp-

tion from guilt you have hitherto preferved ? But I have

fhewn you, that it is cither guilt itfelf, or that it will not

fail, foon to lead you to it : Is it the love of eafe ? But

in that, you enjoy neither the pleafures of the world, nor

the confolations of virtue : Is it the affurance that the Al-

mighty requires no more of you ? But how can the luke-

warm and unfaithful foul fatisfy or pleafe him, when from

his mouth he rejefts him ? Is it the irregularity in which the

gfnerality
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generality of men live, and who carry it to an excefs

which you avoid ? But their fate is perhaps lefs to be

mourned, and !efs defperate than your own ; They at leaft

know their malady, while you regard your own as a ftate

OÏ perfcél health. Is it the dread of being unable to fup-

port a more mortified, watchful, and Chriftian life ? But

fince you have hitherto been able to fupport feme remains

of virtue and innocence, without the comforts and confola-

tions of grace, and in fpite of the wearineffes and difgufts

which your lukewarmnefs has fpread through all your du-

ties, what will it be when the Spirit of God, fhall foften

your yoke, and when a more fervent and faithful life, fhall

have reflored to you all the grace and confolations, of which

your lukewarmnefs has deprived your Piety is never fad,

or infupportable, but when it is cold and unfa^ithful.

Rife then, fays a prophet, wicked and flothful fou I :

Break the fatal charm, which lulls, and chains the to thine

indolence. The Lord whom thou believeft to ferve, be-

caufe thou do ft not openly affront him, is not the God of

the wicked, but of the faithful ; he is not the rewarder of

idlenefs and floth, but of tears, watchings, and combats :

He cftablifheth not in his abodes, and in his everlafling city,

the ufelefs, but the vigilant and laborious fervant : And his

kingdom, fays the Apoftle, is not of flcfh and blood, that is

to fay, of an unworthy effeminacy, and a life devoted to

the appetites, but the ftrength and virtue of God ; namely,

a continued vigilance ; a generous facrifice of all our incli-

nations ; a confiant contempt of all things which pafs

away; and a tender and ardent defire for thofe invifible

bleffings which fade not, nor even pafs away : Which may
God, in his infinite mercy, grant to all afTembled here.

Amen.

SERMON
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ON EVIL-SPEAKING.

John ii. 24.

But J^fui did not commit himfelf unto them ; becaufe kc

knew all men.

X. HESE were the fame Phari fees, who a little before had

been decrying to the people, the aftions of Jefus Chrift,

and endeavouring to poifon the purity and fanftity of his

words, who now make a fhew of believing in him, and

claffing themfelves amongft his difciples. And fuch is the

charafter of the evil-fpeaker ; under the mark of cfteem,

and the flattering exprelTions of friendfhip, to conceal the

gall and bitternefs of flandcr.

Now, although this be perhaps the only vice, which no

circumftance can palliate, it is the one we arc moft inge-

nious in concealing from ourfelves, and to which piety and

the world at prefent fhow the greateft indulgence. Not,

that the charafter of a flanderer is not equally odious to

men, as, according to the exprefhon of the Holy Spirit, it

is abominable in the fight of God ; but in that number,

they comprife only particular detamers of a blacker and

more avowed malignity, who deal their blows indifcrimi-

nately, and without art ; and who, with fufficient malice

to cenfurc, are dcftitute of the wit neceffary to pleafe :

Nov/,
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Now, the defamers of that defcription are more rare ; and

had we only them to addrefs ourfelves to, it would be fuf-

ficent at prefent to point out, how much unworthy of rea-

fon and religion this vice is, to infpire with a jufl detella-

tionof it, thofe who feel themfelves guilty.

But there is another defcription of flanderers, who con-

demn the vice, yet allow themfelves the pra6lice ot it;

who, without regard, defame their brethren, yet applaud

themfelves for circumfpeftion and moderation ; who carry

the fling to the heart ; but, becaufe it is more brilliant and

piercing, perceive not the wound it has made. Now, de-

famers of this charafter are every where to be found ; the

world is filled with them; even the holy afylums are not

free; this vice is the bond of union to the aflemblies of fin-

ners ; it often finds its way even into the fociety of the jufl ;

and we may fafely fay, that all have erred from the flrait

road ; and there is not one, who has preferved his tongue

pure, and his lips undefiled.

It is proper, then, my brethren, to expofe at prefent the

illufion of the pretexts, made ufe of every day in the world,

in juftification of this vice ; and to attack it in the circum-

flances, where you believe it mofl innocent ; for were I to

defcribe it to you, in general, with all its meannefs, cru-

elty, and irrcparability, you would no longer apply it to

yourfelves ; and far from infpiring you with horror at it, I

fhould be acceffary towards your perfuafion, that you are

fyee from its guilt.

Now, what are the pretexts, which, in your eyes, foften,

or juflify the vice of evil-fpeaking? In the firft place. It

is the lightnefs of the faults you cenfure : We perfuade

ourfelves, that as it is not a matter of culpability, there

cannot
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cannot likewife be much harm in cenTuring it. adly, It is

the public notoriety, by which thofe to whom we fpeak,

being already informed of what is reprehenfible in our bro-

ther, no lofs of reputation can be the confequence of our

difcourfes. Laftly, Zeal for truth, and the glory of God,

which does not permit us to be filent on thofe diforders

which difhonour him. Now, tothefe three pretexts, let us

oppofe three incontrovertible truths. To the pretext of

the lightnefs ot the faults; that the more the faults which

you cenfure are light, the more is the flander unjuil : Firfl

Truth. To the pretext of the public notoriety; that the

more the faults of our brethren are known, the more cruel

is the flander which cenfures them : Second Truth. To
the pretext of zeal ; that the fame charity, which, in piety,

makes us hate finners, makes us likewife cover up the mul-

titude of their faults : Laft Truth.

»

Part I. The tongue, fays the Apoftle James, is a de-

vouring fire, a world of iniquity, an unruly evil, full of

deadly poifon. And behold, what I would have applied to

the tongue of the evil-fpeaker, had I undertaken to give

youa juft and natural idea of all the enormity of this vice :

I would have faid, that the tongue of the flanderer is a de-

vouring fire, which tarnifhes whatever it touches ; which

exercifes its fury on the good grain, equally as on the chaff;

on the profane, as on the facred ; which, wherever it pafies,

Inaves only defolation and ruin ; digs even into the bowels

of the earth, and fixes itfelf on things the moft hidden ;

turns into vile afhes, what, only a moinent before, had ap-

peared tons fo precious and brilliant ; afts with more vio-

lence and danger than ever, in the tiine v.'hen it was appa-

rently fmothered up, and almofl extinft ; which blackens,

what it cannot confume ; and fomctim.es fparkles and de-

lights, before it deftroys. I would have told you, that evil-

fpeaking
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fpeaking is an aflemblage of iniquity ; a fecret pride, whicK

difcoversto us the mote in our brother's eye, but hides the

beam which is our own ; a mean envy, which hurt at the

talents or prol'perity of others, makes them the fubjeû of

its cenfures, and ftudies to dim the fplendour of whatever

outfhines itfeJf; a difguifed hatred, which ftieds in its

fpeeches, the liidden venom of the heart ; an unworthy du*

plicity, which praifes to the face, and tears in pieces be-

behind the back ; a fiiameful levity, which has no com-

mand over itfflf, or words, and often facrifices both for-

tune and comfort, to the imprudence of an amufing con-

verfation; a deliberate barbarity, which goes to pierce

your abfcnt brother; a fcandal, where you become a fub-

je£l of fliame and fin to thofe who liflen to you ; an injuf-

tice, where you ravifli from your brother, what is dearefl

to him. I would have faid that flander is a reftlefs evil;

which diflurbs fociety ; fprcads diflention through cities

and countries ; difunites the ftri£îeft friendfhips ; is the

fource of hatred and revenge ; fills, wherever it enters,

with difturbances and contufion ; and, every where, is an

enemy to peace, comfort, and Chriftian good breeding.

Lallly, I would have added, that it is an evil full of dead-

ly poifon; whatever flows from it is infefted, and poifons

whatever it approaches ; that even its praifes are impoifen-

ed ; its applaufes, malicious ; its filence, criminal ; its

geftures, motions and looks, have all their venom, and

fpread it each in their way.

Behold, what in this difcouife, it would have been my

duty, more at large, to have expofed to your view, had I

not propofed only to paint to you, the vilenefs of the vice,

v/hich I am now going to combat; but as I have already

faid, thefc are only general inveftives, which notie apply

to themfelves. The more odious the vice is reprefented,

the
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the lefs do you perceive yourfelves concerned in it ; and

though you acknowledge the principle, you make no

ufe of it, in the regulation of your manners ; becaufe, in

thefe general paintings, we always find features which re-

femble us not. I wifli, therefore, to confine myfelf at

prefent, to the fingle objefl of making you feel all the in-

juflice of that defcription of flander, which you think the

mofl innocent ; and leaft you fhould not ieel your-

felves connefted with what I fhall fay, I fhall attack it, on-

ly in the pretexts which you continually employ in its juf-

tification.

'Now the firll pretext, which authorifes in the world al-

moft all the defamations, and is the caufe that our conver-

fations are now continual cenfures upon our brethren, is

the pretended iafignificancy ot the vices we expofe to view.

We would wifli not to tarnifh a man of charafter, or ruin

his fortune, by diflionouring him in the world ; to ftain the

principles of a woman's conduft, by entering into the efTen-

tial points of it ; that would be too iniamous and mean :

But upon a thoufand faults, whichleadour judgment to be-

lieve them capablciof all the reft; to infpire the minds of

thofe who liften to us with a thoufand fufpicions, which

point out what we dare not fay ; to make fatirical remarks,

which difcover a myftery, where no perfon betore had per-

ceived the Icaft intention of concealment ; by poifonous

interpretations, to give an air ot ridicule to manners which

had hitherto efcaped obfervation ; to let every thing, on

certain points, be clearly underftood, while protefting, that

they are incapable themfelves of cunning or deceit, is what

the world makes little fcruple of; and though the mo-

tives, the circumftances, and the effcfts of thcfe difcour-

fes, be highly criminal, yet gaiety and livclinefs excufc

Vql. I. W their
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their malignity, to thofe who liften to us, and even conceal

from ourfelves their atrocity.

I fay, in the firfl place, the motives. I know that it is

above all by theinnocency of the intention, that they pre-

tend to juftify themfelves ; that you continually fay, that

your defign is not to tarnifh the reputation of your bro-

ther, but innocently to divert yourfelves with faults which

do notdifhonour him in the eyes of the world. You, my
dear hearer, to divert yourfelf with his faults ! But what

is that cruel pleafure, which carries forrow and bitternefs

to the heart of your brother ? Where is the innocency of

an amufement, whofe fource fprings from vices, which

ought to infpirfe you with corapafTion and grief? If Jefus

Chrift forbid us in the gofpel, to invigorate the languors of

converfation by idle words, fhall it be more permitted to

you, to enliven it by derifions and cenfures ? If the law

curfe him, who uncovers the nakednefs of his relations,

ihall you, who add raillery and infult to the difcovery, be

more prote£led from that malediflion ? If whoever call his

brother fool, be worthy, according to Jefus Chriff, of

eternal fire ; fhall he v^ho renders him the contempt and

laughing-ftock of a profane afiembly, efcape the fame pun-

ifhment ? You, to amufe yourfelf with his faults ? But

does charity delight in evil ? Is that rejoicing in the Lord,

as commanded by the Apoftle ? If you love your brother

as yourfelf, can you delight in what afîlifts him ? Ah I

The church formerly held in horror the exhibitions of gla-

diators, and denied that believers, brought up inthetender-

nefs and benignity of Jefus Chrift, could innocently feaft-

their eyes with the blood and death of thefe unfortunate

flaves, or form an harmlefs recreation of fo inhuman a plea-

fure. But you renew more deteftable fhows, toenliven your

languor ; You bring upon the Itage, not infamous wretches

devoted
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devoted to death, but members of Jefus Chrifl, your bre-

thren ; and there you entertain the fpe6lators, with wounds,

which you inflift on perfons rendered facred by baptifm.

Is it then neceflary that your brother fhould fuffer, to

amufe you ? Can you find no dehght in your converfa-

tions, unlefs his blood, as I may fay, is furniflied towards

your iniquitous pleafures ? Edify each other, fays St. Paul,

by words, of peace and charity ; relate the wonders of

God towards the juft, the hiftory of his mercies to finners
;

recal the virtue of thofe, who with the figns ot faith have

preceded us ; make an agreeable relaxation to yourfelves,

in reciting the pious examples of your brethren with whom
you live ; with a religious joy, fpeak of the viftories of

faith; of the agrandifement of the kingdom of Jefus

Chrift; of the eftablifliment of truth, and the extinftion

of error ; of the favours which Jefus Chrift beftows on his

church, by raifing up in it faithful paftors, enlightened

members, and religious princes ; animate yourfelves to vir-

tue, by contemplating the little folidity of the world, the

emptinefs of pleafures, and the unhappinefs of finners,

who yield themfelves up to their unruly paflions. Are thefe

grand objefts not worthy the delight of Chriftians ? It was

thus, however, that the firft believers rejoiced in the Lord,

and from the fweets of their converfations, formed one of

the moft holy confolations to their temporal calamities.

It is the heart my brethren, which decides upon our plea-

sures : A corrupted heart feels no delight, but in what re-

cals to him the image of his vices : Innocent delights, are

only fuitable to virtue.

In efFe£l, you excufe the malignity of your cenfures, by

the innocency of your intentions. But fathom the fccrct

of your heart: Whence comes it, that your farcafms are

always
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alwaysj)oiiitcd to fuch an individual, and that you never

amufe yourfelf with more wit, or more agreeably, than in

recalling his faults ? May it not proceed from a fecret jea-

loufy ? Do not his talents, fortune, credit, ftation, or cha-

rafter, hurt you more than his faults ? Would you find him

fo fit a lubje6l for cenfure, had he fewer of thofe qualities

which exalt him above you ? Would you experience fuch

plcafure in expofing his foibles, did not the world find

qualities in him both valuable and praife-worthy ? Would

Saul have fo often repeated with fuch pleafure, that David

was only the fon of Jefle, had he not confidered him as a

rival more deferving thanhimfelf of the empire ? Whence

comes it, that the faults of all others find you more indul-

gent ? That elfewhere you excufe every thing, but here

every circumflance comes empoifened from your mouth ?

Go to the fource, and examine, if it is not fome fecret

root of bitternefs in your heart ? And can you pretend to

juflify, by theinnocency of the intention, difcourfes which

flow from fo corrupted a principle ? You maintain that it is

neither from hatred nor jealoufy againft your brother : I

wifh to believe it ; but in your farcafms may there not be

motives, perhaps ftill more fhameful and mean ? Is it not

your wifli, to render yourfelf agreeable, by turning your

brother into an objeft of contempt and ridicule ? Do you

not facrifice his' charafter to your fortune ? Courts are al-

ways fo filled with thefe adulatory, and fordidly interefted

f^tires, on each other! The great are to be pitied, whenever

they yield themfelves up to unwarrantable averfions. Vi-

ces are foon found out, even in that virtue itfelf which dif-

pleafes them.

But after all, you do not feel yourfelves guilty, you

fay, of all thefe vile motives; and that it is merely through

indifcretion, and levity ot fpcech, if it fometimes happen

that
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that you defame your brethren. But is it by that you can

fuppofe yourfelves more innocent ? Levity and indifcre-

tion ; that vice, fo unworthy of the gravity of a Chriftian,

fodiftant from the ferioufnefs and folidity of faith, and fo

often condemned in the gofpel, can itjuftify another vice ?

What matters it to the brother whom you flab, whether it

be done through indifcretion or malice ? Does an arrow,

unwittingly drawn, make a lefs dangerous, or {lighter

wound, than if fent on purpofe ? Is the deadly blow, which

you give to your brother, more flight, becaufe it was lan-

ced through imprudence and levity ? And what fignifies

the innocency of the intention, when the aélion is a crime ?

But befides. Is there no criminality in indifcretion, with

regard to the reputation of your brethren ? In any cafe what-

ever, can more circumfpeftion and prudence be required ?

Arc not all the duties oi Chriftianity comprifed in that of

charity ? Does not all religion, as I may, confift in that :

And to be incapable of attention and care, in a point fo

highly efTential, is it not confidering as it were, all the refl

as a fport ? Ah ! it is here he ought to put a guard of cir-

cumfpeftion on his tongue, weigh every word, put them to-

gether, in his heart, fays the fago Ecclefiafticus, and let them

ripen in his mouth. Do any of thefe inconfiderate fpeeches

ever efcapeyou, againft yourfelf ? Do you ever fail in at-

tention to what interefts your honour or glory ? What in-

defatigable cares ! What exertions and induftry, to make

them profper ! To what lengths we fee you go, to increafc

your intereft or improve your fortune ! If it ever happen,

that you take blame to yourfell, it is always under circum-

Jlances which tend to your praife : You cenfure in your-

felt, only laults which do you honour ; and in confeffing

your vices, you wifli only to recapitulate your virtues ;

Self-love connefts every thing with yourfelf. Love your

brother as you love yourfelf, and every thing will recal to

you
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you him ; you will be incapable of indifcretian, where his in-

tereil is concerned, and will no longer need our inllruc-

tions, in refpeft to what you owe to his charafter and glory.

But if thefe flanders which you call trivial, be criminal

in their motives, they are not lefs fo in their circumftan-

ces.

In the firft place, I fliould make you obferve, that the

world, familiarized with guilt, and accuftomed to fee the

moll heinous vices, now become the vices of the multi-

tude, is no longer fhocked at them ; denominates light, de-

famations which turn upon the mofl criminal and fhameful

weakneffes : Sufpicions of infidelity, in the facred bond

of marriage, are no longer a marked difcredit, or an effen-

tial flain ; they are fources of derifion and pleafantry : To

accufe a courtier of infincerity and double-dealing, is no

attack upon his honour, it is only calling a ridicule on the

proteftations of fincerity, with which he amufes us : To

fpread the fufpicion of hypocrify, in the fmcerell piety,

is not an infult to God through his faints, it is a language

of derifion, which cuftom has rendered common : In a

word, excepting thofe crimes punifliable by the public au-

thority, and which are attended with the lofs of credit and

property, all others feem trivial and become the ordinary

fubjefl; of converfation, and of the public cenfure.

But let us not purfue this refleftion farther. I wifh to

allow that your brother's faults are light : The more they

are light, the more are you unjufl in heightening them :

The more he merits indulgence on your part, the more are

we to prefume in you, a malignity of obfervation, from

which nothing can efcape ; a natural hardnefs of heart,

which can excufe nothing. Were the faults of your bro-

ther
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ther important, you would fpare him, you fay
; you would

find him entitled to your indulgence : Politenefs and reli-

gion would make your filence a duty : What ! becaufe his

weaknefles are only trivial, you find him lefs worthy of

your regard ? The very circumflance which ought to make

him refpeftable, authorifes you in making him the butt of

your farcafms ? Are you not, fays the Apoftle, become a

judge of iniquitous thoughts ? And your eye, is it then

wicked, only becaufe your brother is good ? Befides, the

faults which you cenfureare light ; but would they appear

fo to you, were you to be reproached with them ? When
certain difcourfes, held in your abfence, have reached

your ears, and which, in faft, attacked elTentially, neither

your honour nor probity, but only acquainted the public

with fome of your weakneffes, what have been your fenfa-

tions ? My God ! Then it was, that you magnified every

thing ; that every circumflance appeared important to you-;

that, not fatisfied with exaggerating the malice of the

words, you raked up the fecret of the intention, and hop-

ed to find motives flill more odious than the difcourfes. In

vain are you told, that thefe are not reproaches, which ef-

fentially interefl you, and at the worft cannot difgrace vou

You think yourfelves infulted
; you mention them with

bitter complaints ; you blaze out, and are no longer maf-i

ters of your refentment ; and whilfl all the world blames

the excefs of your fenfibility, you alone obflinately perfifl

in the belief of its being a ferions affair, and that your ho-

nour is interefted in it. Make ufe then, of this rule in

the faults which yuu publifh of your brother : Apply the

offence to yourfelves ; everything is light, which is againfl

him ; but with regard to what touches vou, the fmaljeil

circumflance appears important to your pride, and worthy

of all your refentment.

LaflJv,
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Laftly, The vices which you cenfure are light ; but do

you add nothing of your own to them ? Do you faithful-

ly exHibi^jthem as they are ? In their relation, do you ne-

ver mingle the malignity of your own conjeftures ? Do
you not place them in a point of view, different from their

natural Hate ? Do you not embellifh your tale ? And in or-

<ler to make the hero of your ridicule agreeable, do you

not fafhion him to the wifli of the company, and not fuch

as in reality he is ? Do you never accompany your fpeeches

with certain geftures, which allow all to be underftood ;

with certain expreffions, which open the minds of your

hearers to a thoufand fufpicions, equally rafh, as dilhon-

ourable ? Even with a certain filence, which permits more

to be imagined, than any thing you could have poffibly

faid ? For, how difficult it is to confine ourfelves to the

bounds of truth, when we are no longer within thofe of

charity ! The more what we cenfure is light, the more is

calumny to be dreaded : we muff embellifh to attraft atten-

tion ; and we become calumniators, where we did not fup-

pofe ourfelves even cenfurers.

Behold the circumftances which regard you ; but if, on

their account, the flanders which you think light, be high-

ly criminal, will they be lefs fo with refpeft to the indi-

viduals whom they attack ?

In the jirjl place, it is a perfon, perhaps of a fex, to

whom, efpecially on certain points, the flighteft ftains are

important : to whom it is a difbonour to be publicly fpok-

en of ; to whom raillery becomes an infult, and every fuf-

picion an accufation ; in a word, a perfon, whom not to

praife becomes an outrage, and a difgrace to their ffation :

Thus St. Paul would have every woman to be adorned

with
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tvlthbafhfulnefs and modefty ; that is to fay, he would wifh

thofe virtues to be as confpicuous in them, as the orna-

ments with wliich they are covered ; and the higheil eulo-

gy which the Holy Spirit makes on Judith, after fpeaking

of her beauty, youth, and great wealth, is, thaf in all If-

rael, not a perfon was to be iound who had afperfed her

condaft ; and that her reputation correfponded with her

virtue.

sd^/y, Your cenfures are perhaps pointed towards your

fupcriors ; or againfl thofe whom providence has ellabliCh-

ed above you, and to whom the law of God commands

you to render that refpecl and fubmiffion to which they are

entitled. For the pride which hate^ inferiority, always re-

compenfcs itfeif, by finding out weaknefTes and foibles, in

ihofe to whom it is under the necelTity of yielding obedi-

ence ; the more they are exalted, the more they are expof-

ed to our cenfures : Malignity is even more quick fighted

in regard to their errors ; nothing, in their aftions, is par-

doned ; the very perfons moft loaded with their kindnelFes,

or mofl. honoured by their familiarity, are frequently thofe,

•who mofl openly publifh their imperfeftions and vices ; and

befides violating the facred duty of refpeft, they likewife

render themfelves guilty of the mean and fhameful crime

of ingratitude.

3c//y, It is a perfon, perhaps confccrated to God, and

cftabliflhed in the church, whom you cenfure : who, enoaa.

ed by the ian6iity of liis vocation, to more exemplary,

pure, and irreproachable manners, finds himfelf (lained

and diflionoured by cenfures, ^v'hich v/ould not affefl: the

reputation of perfons of the world. Thus the Lord, in the

fcriptures, curfeth thofe who fliall even meddle with his

anointed. Neverthclcfs, the traits oi' fiander arc never

Vol. I. X more
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more animated, more brilliant, or more applauded in the

world, than M'hen direfted againftthe minilters of his holy-

altar ; the world, fo indulgent to itfelf, fecms to have pre-

ferred its feverity only on their account ; and for them, it

has eyes more cenforious, and a tongue more empoifoned,

than for the reft of men. It is true, O my God, that our

converfation amongft the people is not always holy, and free

from reproach ; that we frequently adopt the manners,

luxury, indolence, idlenefs, and pleafures of the world,

againfl which we ought to flruggle ; that we hold out to

believers, more examples of pride and negligence, than of

virtue ; that we are more jealous of pre-eminence, than of

the duties of our calling ; and that it is difficult for the

world to honour a charafter, which we ourfelves difgrace.

But as I have often faid, my brethren, our infidelities

ought rather to be the fubjetl: of your tears, than of your

pleafantry and cenfures : God generally punifhes the dif-

orders of the people, by the corruption of the priefls ; and

the moll dreadful fcourge with which he ftrikes kingdoms

and empires, is that of not raifing up in them venerable

paftors, and zealous minifters, who may flem the torrent of

difhpation ; it is that of permitting faith and religion to be-

come weakened, even amongft thofe who are its defenders

and depofitaries ; that the light, which was meant to inftruft

you, fhould be changed into darknefs ; that the co-opera-

tors in your falvation, fliould affift, by their example, to-

wards your deftruftion ; that even from the fanftuary, from

whence ought to proceed only the good favour of Jcfus

Chrift, there fhould iffue a fmell of death and fcandal ; and

in a word, that abominations fhould find their way even

into the holy place. But what alteration does the relaxa-

tion of our manners, make in the fanftity of the vocation

which confecrates us ? Are the facred vafes, which ferve on

the altar, though compofedof a mean metal, lefs worthy of

your
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your fefpeft ? And even granting the minifter may merit

your contempt, would you be lefs facriligious, in not ref-

pefting his minillry ?

What fhall I fay ? Your dctraftionS and cenfures, are

perhaps dire6led againft perfons, who make a public pro-

feiïion of piety, and whofe virtue your hearers formerly

refpefted. You then perfuade them, that they had been too

credulous
; you authorife them to believe, that few worthy

and intrinfically good chara6lers, are to be found on the

earth ; that all thofe held out as fuch, when narrowly exam-

ined, are like the reft of men : You confirm the prejudi-

ces of the world againft virtue, and give frefli credit to

thofe difcourfes, fo ufual, and fo injurious to religion,

with regard to the piety of the fervants of Jefus Chrift.

Now, do all thefe appear fo very light to you ? Ah, my
brethen ! Thejufton this earth are like the holy ark, in

the midft of which the Lord dwells, and any contempt

or infult to which, he moft rigoroufly avenges : They

may ftagger in their road, like the ark of Ifrael, while

condu6fing in triumph to Jerufalem ; for the pureft and

moft fhining virtue, has its fpots and eclipfes ; and even

the moft folid, cannot always equally fupport itfelf ; but

the Lord is incenfed, when rafh and impure hands, like

thofe of Uzzah, fhall venture to put them right ; and

fcarcely have they touched them, when they are fmote by

Iiis wrath : He takes to himfelf the flighteft infults with

which they difhonour his fervants, and he cannot endure

that virtue, which has found admirers, even amongft ty-

rants, and the looft barbarous nations, fhould frequently

among believers, find only cenfures and derifions. Thus

the little children of Ifrael, were devoured on (he fpot,

for having mocked the fmall number of hairs oi the man

of God ; neverthelefs thefe were only the puerile indifcre-

tions.
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tiens, fo pardonable at their age. Fire from heaven, fel-I

upon the officer of the impious Ahaziah, and in a moment
conlum.ed hrm, for having in derifion called Elijah the

Man ot God ; ncverthelefs it was a courtier, from whom
little regard might be cxpefted, for the aufterity and fim-

plicity oi a prophet, or for the virtue of a man, ruflic in

his appearance, and hateful to his mailer. Michal was

flruckwith barrennefs, for having too harfnly cenfmed the

lioly cxceffes of joy and piety of David before the akar
;

neverthelefs, it proceeded merely from female delicacy.

But to meddle with thofe who ferve the Lord, is, according

to the Scripture, to meddle with the apple of your eye :

He invifibly curfes thofe rafli cenfnrers on piety : and

though he may not Urike them as formerly, with inftant

death, yet he marks on their forehead, from this life for-

ward, the flamp of reprobation, and denies to themfelves,

that precious gift of fanftity and grace, which they had

defpifed in others ; neverthelefs, it is the upright who are

now become the general butt of the malignity of public

difcourfes ; and we may fafely fay, that virtue gives birth

to more cenfures in the world, than vice.

I do not add, that if thefe flanders, which you term lights

be highly criminal in their motives and circumftances, they

are ftill more fo in their confequences : I fay their confe-

quences, my brethren, which are always irreparable. You
may expiate the crime of voluptuoufnefs, by mortification

and penitence ; the crime of hatred, by love for your ene-

my ; the crime of ambition, by a renunciation of the hon-

ours and grandeurs of the age ; the crime of injuflice, by

a refloration ot what you had unjuflly ravifhed from vour

brother; even the crime of impiety and freethinking, by

a religious and public refpeft tor the worfhip of your fathers
;

but what remedy, what virtue, can repair the crime of de-

traction ?
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traftion ? You revealed to only one perfon the vices of

your brother: It may be fo; but that unlucky confident

will foon, in his turn, have communicated it to others,

who, on their part, no longer regarding as a fecret, what

they havejuft heard, will relate it to the firft comers; in

the relation of it, every one will add new circumftances
;

each, in his way, will empoifon it with fome new trait
;

in proportion as they publilh, they will increafe, they will

magnify it : Similar to a fpark oi fire, fays St. James,

which watted by an impetuous wind, to different places,

fets in flames, the forefts and countries it reaches : Such is

the deftiny ot detra6lion.

What you had mentioned in fecret, was nothing at fii R,

and feemed ilifled and buried under its own afhes ; but this

fire, lies hid for a while, only in order to burft forth with

redoubled fury ; that nothing foon acquires reality by paf-

fing through a diverfity of mouths ; every one will add to

it, whatever his paiTion, intereft, difpofition of mind, and

his own malignity, may hold out to him as probable : The

fource is hardly perceptible ; but, aflifled in its courfe,

by a thoufand foreign flreams, the united torrent will over-

whelm the court, city, and country ; and that, which at

its birth, was only a private and imprudent pleafantry, but

a fnnple idea, but a malicious conjecture, will become a

ferions affair, a public and formal difhonour, the fubjcft of

every converfation,'^ and an eternal flain upon the charafter

of your brother. Repair, now, if you can, the injuftice

and fcandal ; reftore to your brother the good name, of

which you have deprived him. Will you pretend to op-

pofethe public inveteracy, and finglyhold forth his praife ?

But they will regard you as a new comer, who is ignorant

of what has taken place in the world ; and your praifes come

far too late, will ferve only to draw upon him frefli fatires.

Now
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Now, what a multitude of crimes, proceeding from only

one ! The fins of a whole people become your's : You de-

fame through the mouths of all your iellow-citizens : You

are likewife anfwcrable for the guilt of all who liften to

you. What penitence can expiate evils, to which it can

no longer afford relief ? And will your tears be able to blot

out, what fhall never be effaced from the memory of man ?

Again, were the fcandal to end with you, your death, by

terminating it, might be its expiation before God. But

it is a fcandal which will furvive you ; the fhameful hiflo-

ries of courts never die with their heroes. Lafcivious

writers have tranfmitted to us, the anecdotes, and irregu-

larities of the courts which have preceded us ; and licen-

tious authors v/ill be found amongfl us, to acquaint the ages

to come, with the public rumours, the fcandalous circum-

ilancesj and the vices of our own.

O my God ! Thefe are of that defcription of fins, of

which we know not either the enormity or extent : but we

know, that to become a {tumbling block to our brethren,

is to overturn for them the work of thy Son's miffion, and

to deftroy the fruit of his labours, of his death, and of all

his miniftry. Such is the illufion of the pretext, which

you draw from the lightnefs oi your flanders ; the motives

are never innocent; the circumflances always criminal;

the confequences, irreparable. Let us examine, if the pre-

text of the public notoriety be better founded. This is

what yet remains for me to invefligate.

Part II. Whence comes it, that'the majority of pre-

cepts are violated by thofe very perfons who profefs thera-

felves their obfervers ; and that we find more difficulty in

bringing the world to acknowledge than to corrcft its tranf-

greffions ? The reafon is, that our ideas of duty are never

taken
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taken from the groundwork of religion ; that we never en-

ter into the fpirit, to decide upon the letter ; and that few

people afcend to the principle, to clear up the doubts,

which corruption forms on the detail of the confequences.

Now, to apply this maxim tomy fubjeft : What are the

rules in thegofpel, which conftitute flandera crime to the

difciples ot Jefus Chrift ? In the firft place, it is the pre-

cept ot Chriftian humility, which, as it ought to eftablifh

in us, a profound contempt of ourfelves, and to open our

eyes on the endlefs multitude of our own wants, fhould,

at the fame time, fhut our eyes on thofe of our brethren.

In the fécond place, it is the duty of charity ; that charity,

fo recommended in the gofpel ; the grand precept of the

law ; which covers the iaults it cannot correal ; excufes

thofe it cannot cover ; delights not in evil ; and, with dif-

ficulty, believes, becaufe it never wifhes it to happen.

Laftly, It is the inviolable rule of juftice, which, never

permitting us to do to others, what we would not have

done to ourfelves, condemns whatever goes beyond thefe

equitable bounds. Now the fcandalous difcourfes, which

turn upon thofe faults you term public, effentially wound

thefe three rules : Judge, then, of their innocency.

ill. They wound the precept of Chriftian humility. In-

deed, my dear hearer, were you feelingly touched with

your own wants, fays a holy father ; were your own fin

inceffantly before your eyes, like the penitent David, you

would find neither fufficient leifure nor attention, to re-

mark the faults of your brethren. The more they were

public, the more would you in fecret thank the Lord, for

averting from you that fcandal ; the more would you feel

your gratitude awakened, when you confidered, that though

fallen perhaps iosto the fame errors, he hath not permitted

them
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them to be proclaimed from the houfetops, like thofe of your'

brother; that he hath left in obfcurity your deeds of dark-

nefs ; that he hath covered them, as I may fay, with his

wings ; and that, in the eyes of men, he hath prefcrved for

you, an honour, and an innocence, which you have fo

often forfeited before him : You would tremble, while fay-

ing to yourfelf, that perhaps he hath fpared your confufion

in this world, only to render it more bitter and more dura-

ble in the next.

Such is the difpofition of Chriftian humility towards

the public difgraces of our brethren : We fhould often

fpeak of them to ourfelves, but almoft never to others.

Thus, when the Scribes and Pharifces, prefented to our

Saviour, the woman caught in adultery, and eagerly

preded him to give liis judgment ; though the guilt of the

finnec.was public, Jefus Chriit kept a profound filence;

and to their infidious and prefling entreaties, to explain

himfelt, he fimply anfwered :
" He that is without fin

" amongft you, let him firft cad a flone at her;" as if he

thereby meant to make them underfland, that finners, like

them, were little entitled to condemn, with fo high a hand,

the crime of that woman ; and that to acquire the right of

cafting a fingle flone at her, it was neceflary the individual

Ihould himfelf be free from reproach. And belîold, my
brethren, what I wifii to fay to you at prefent : The evil

conduft of fuch a perfon is become notorious : Very well !

Whoever of you is without fin, let him call the firft flone:

If, before God, you have nothing, perhaps more criminal,

with which to reproach yourfelf, fpeak with freedom ; con-

demn, in the fevercfl manner, his fault, and open upon

him the whole flood of your derifions and cenfures ; it is

permitted to you. Ah! you, who fo hardily fpeak of it,

you are more fortunate; but are you more innocent than

he?
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lie ? You are thought to pofTefs more virtue, and more re-

gard for your duty ; but God, who knoweth you, will he

judge like men,.? Were the darknefs, which conceals your

fliame, to be difiîpated ; would not every ftone you throw,

recoil upon yourfelves ? Were an unexpc61ed circumftanct;

to betray your fecret, would not the audacity and malicious

joy with which you cenfure, add additional ridicule to your

coniufion and difgrace ? Ah ! It is only to artifices and ar->

rangements, which the jufiice of God may difconcert and

lay open in an inftant, that you are indebted tor this lantom

ot reputation, on which you pride yourfelves fo mucii:

You perhaps border on the moment, which fliall reveal

yourlhame; and far from blufliing in fecret and in hlence,

when fauks, like your own, are made known, you fpeak

of, and relate them with pleafure ; and you furnifh the

public v/ith traits, which, one day, it will employ againli

yourfell : It is the threat and preùiélion of our Saviour.

All they that take the fword, flia'l perilh with the fv/ord ;

You pierce your brother with the fword of the tongue;

with the fame weapon, fhall you be pierced in your turn ;

and though you were even exempted from the vices you

[o boldly cenfure in others, the jull God will deliver you

up to it.

Difgrace is the common punifhment of pride. Peter,

on the evening of the Lord's Supper, never ceaied to ex-

aggerate the guilt of the difciple, by whom bis mailer was

to be betrayed : He was the mod anxious of them all to

know his name, and the moil forward to exprefs his detefla-

tion ot his perfidy; and immediately after, he falls hirn-

lelf into the infidelity which he had fo lately blamed with

fuch pride and confidence. Nothing draws down upon

us the wrath and curie of God, fo much as the malicious

pleafure with which we magnify the faults of our brethren ;

Vol. I. Y and
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and his mercy is iricenfed, that thefe afflifting examples,

which he permits, for the fole purpofe oF recalling us to

our own weakneiïes, and awakening our vigilance, fhould

flatter our pride, and excite only our derifions and cen»

fures.

You depart, then, from the rules of Chriftian humility,

when you permit yourfelves to cenfure the faults, however

public, of your brother ; but you likewife eflentially wound

thofe of charity : For charity never faileth, fays the Apof-

tle. Now, if the vices of your brother be known to thofe

who liften to you, to what purpofe, then, do you repeat thera

afrefh ? What indeed can be your intention ? To blame his

conduft ? But, is his fliame not already fufficient ? Would

you wifh to overwhelm an unfortunate wretch, and give

the laft ftab to aman, already pierced with a thoufand mor-

tal blows ? His guilt has already been exaggerated by fo

many dark and malicious hearts, who have fpread in colours

fufficient to blacken it for ever : Is he not fufficiently pun-

iflied ? He is now worthy of your pity, rather than of

your cenfures. What then could be your intention ? To
condole with him for his misfortune ? But to open afrefh

his wounds, is aftrange way of condoling with an unfortu-

nate brother. Is true compafTion thus cruel ? What is it

then ? To juftifyyour prophecies, and former fufpicions, on

his conduft ? To tell us, that you had always believed, that

fooner or later it would come to that ? But you come then,

to triumph over his misfortune ? To applaud yourfeli tor

his difgrace ? To claim an honour to yourfeif for the malig-

nity of your judgment? Alas ! What glory can it be to a

Chriftian, to have fufpeffed his brother ; to have believed him

guilty, before he was known as fuch ; to have raflily forefeen

his dilfîraces yet to come ; we, who ought not to fee them,

even when they have taken place ? Ah ! You can prophecy
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fo juftly, on the deftiny of others : Be a prophet in your

own country, and anticipate the misfortunes which threaten

you : Why do you not prophecy thus for yourfelf, that

unlefs you fly from fuch an opportunity, and fuch a dan-

ger, you will perifli in it ? That unlefs you diflblve fuch a

conneftion, the public, which already murmurs, will at

laft break out, and then you fhall find it too late to repair

the fcandal ? That unlefs you quit thefe exceffes, into

which the pafTions of youth, and a bad education, have

thrown you, your affairs and fortune will be ruined beyond

refource ? It is on thefe points that you ought to exercifc

your art of conjeHure. What madnefs, while furrounded

one's-feli with precipices, to be occupied, in contemplât-

ing from afar thofe that threaten our brethren !

Befides, the more your brother's difgraces are public,,

the more affefted ought you to be with the fcandal, which

they necefTarily occafion to the Church ; with the advan-

tage which the wicked and the free-thinkers will draw from

them, to blafpheme the name of the Lord, to harden them-

fejves in impiety, and to perfuade themfelves, that thefe

are weaknefies common to all men, and that they are mofl

virtuous, who belt know how to conceal them : The more

ought you to be afflifted, at the occafion which thefe pub-

lic examples of irregularity give to weak fouls, to fall into

the fame diforders : the more does charity oblige you to

grieve over them ; the more ought you to wifh, that the re-

membrance of thefe faults (hould perifli : that the day, and

the places of their revealment, (hould be efFaced from the

memory of men : and laflly, the more ought you, by your

filence, to endeavour to fupprefs them. But the whole

world fpeaks of them, you fay
; your filence will not pre-

vent the public converfations ; confequently, you may

make remarks in your turn. The inference is barbarous :

Becaule
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Becaufe you are unable to repair the difgracc, are you per-

Tnittcd to augment it ? Becaufe you cannot fave your bro-

ther from fliame, fiiall you afhft to overwhelm him with

«confufion and rnfamy ? Becaufe, almofl: every one calls a

flone at him, fliall it be lefs cruel in you, to throw one in

your turn, and to unite with thofe who bruife, and beat him

m pieces ? Setting religion aHde, how beautiful it is, to

declare for the unfortunate ? How much real dignity and

greatnefs of foul, in fiielterlng under our proteftion, thofe

abandoned by the world ! And even admitting the rules of

charity were not to make it a duty to us, the feelings alone^

of glory and humanity, fliould in this cafe be fufficient.

^diy. You not only violate the holy rules of charity ; but

TOu are alfo a breaker of thofe of juflice. For, the faults

of your brother are public ; let it be fo ; but place your-

felf in the fame fituation, would you exa6l from him lefs

deference or lefs-'humanity, were your difgrace to be no

longer a myftery ? Would you agree, that the public ex-

ample gave to your brother a right againfl you, which you

arrogate to yourfelf againfl; him ? Would you accept, on

his part, in juflification of his malignity, an excufe, which

would render him flill more odious, mean, and cruel ?

Befides, how do you know whether the author of all thefe

reports be not an impoftor? So many falfe reports are cir-

culated in the world ; and the malice of men renders them

fo credulous on the faults of others ! How do you know,

but thefe calumnies have been circulated by an enemy, à

rival, or fome envious perfon, in order to ruin him, who

]]as thwarted his paffions or his fortune ? Are fuch inftan-

ces rare ? Whether it be not fame heedlefs perfon who has

given occafion to all thofe difcourfes, by an indifcreet ex-

prcfhon, uttered without thought, and laid hold of through

malice ? Are fuch miftakes impofiible ? Whether it be not

a mere
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a mere conjefture, originally circulated as fuch, and

afterwards given as a truth ? Are fuch alterations un-'

tommon, in public rumours ? What could have a greater

appearance of feafibility, to the children ot the captivity,"

than the alledged mifconduft of Sufanna. The judges

of the people of God, venerable through their age and

dignity, depofed againfl; her; the people exclaimed againfl

her as an adulterefs ; they looked upon her as the dif-

grace of Ifrael ; neverthelefs, it was her modefly alone

which drew upon her thefe infults ; and had not a Daniel

been found in her time, who had the courage to doubt a

general report, the blood of that innocent woman mufh

have lîained the whole people. And", without departing

from our gofpel ; were not the facrilegious reports, which

held out Jefus as an impoflor and Sam.aritan, become the.

public difcourfes of all Judea ? The Priefts and Pharifees,

people, to whom the dignity of their ftation, and the regu-

larity of their manners, attracted the refpeft and confi-

dence of the people, ftrengthened them by their authority ;

Neverthelefs, would you excufe fuch am.ongft the Jews,

as on reports fo common, fpoke of the Saviour of the

world, as a feducer who impofed on the credulity of the

people ? You expofe yourfelf, then, to the guilt of hav-

ing calumniated your brother; however circulated tlie ru-

mours againfl: him may be, his crime, of which you have

not been a witnefs, is always dubious to you : and you do'

him an injuflice, when you propagate as true, what you

have only heard from public reports, often falfe, and al-'

ways rafli.

But I go further ; when your brother's difgrace, fhould

even be certain, and the malignity of reports fliould have

added nothing to its criminality ; how can you know, that

the very fhameof feeing it fo public may not have recalled

him
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him to himfelf ; and that a fincere repentance, and tears of

compunftion, may not have aheady effaced, and expiated

it before God ? Years are not always required for grace to

triumph over a rebellious heart : there are viftories which

it leaves not to time ; and a public difgrace often turns out

the moment of mercy, which decides upon the converfion

of the {inner. Now, if your brother is in 'a (late of re-

pentance, are you not unjufl and cruel to revive faults

which his penitence has effaced, and which the Lord hath

ceafed to remember ? Do you recollefh the fmful woman

in the gofpel ? Her irregularities were notorious, feeing

fhe had been known through the whole city as a proftitute :

neverthelefs, when the Pharifee reproached her with her

fins, her tears and love had effaced them, at the feet of our

Saviour ; the goodnefs of God had remitted her errors,

yet the malignity of men, was unable to obliterate them,

Lajlly, Your brother's difgrace was public ; that is to

fay, it was confufedly known, that his conduft was not

free from reproach, and you come to particularife the

circumftances, to proclaim his deeds, to explain the mo-

tives, and to lay open the whole myftery ; to confirm what

they but imperfeftly knew ; to tell them of what they knew

not at all ; and to applaud yourfelf, for appearing better in-

Urufted in your brother's misfortune, than thofe who liften

to you : Some degree of charafter, though wavering, yet

remained to him ; he ftill preferved, at leaft, fome remains

of honour, a fpark of life, and you completely extinguifh

it. I do not add that thefe public reports perhaps originat-

ed from people of no charafter ; perfons of neither re-

!
putation nor confequence to convince ; hitherto none durfl

yield credit to rumours fo poorly fupporled ; but, you,

who by your rank, birth, and dignities, have acquired an

influence over the minds, remove every fhadow of doubt

or
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or uncertainty : Your name alone, will now ferve as a proof

againft the innocency of your brother ; and in future it

will be cited in juflification of the general reports, Now,

can any thing be harder, or more unjuft, both on account

of the injury you do to him and of the fervice you fail to

perform ? Your filence on his fault might alone perhaps

have flopt the public defamation ; and you would have been

cited to clear his innocence, as you now are to blacken it :

And what more refpeftable ufe could you have made of

your rank and influence ? The more you are exalted in

the world, the more ought you to be religious, and cir-

cumfpeft on the reputation of your brethren ; the more

ought a noble decency to render you referved on their er-

rors : The difcourfes of the vulgar are foorr forgot ; they

expire in coming into the world ; but the words of the

great never fall in vain ; and the public is always a faithful

echo, either to the praifes they beftow, or to the cenfures

they allow themfelves to utter. My God! thou teachefl

us, by concealing thyfelf the fins of men, to conceal them

on our part ; to reveal our laults, thou waiteft with a mer-

ciful patience, the day when the fecrets of our hearts Ihall

be manifefted : And we by a rafh malignity, anticipate the

time of thy vengeance ; we who are fo interelted, that the

fecrecies of our hearts, and the myftery of the confciences,

fhould not as yet be laid open to thee.

Thus, you particularly, my brethren, whom rank and

birth exalt above others, be not fatisfied with putting a

check upon your tongue ; according to the advice of the

Holy Spirit, prefent a melancholy and fevcre countenance,

a filence of difapprobation and indignation, to every defa-

matory difcourfe ; for the crime is exaftly equal, between

the malignity of the fpcaker, and the fatislaélion of thofe

who liften to them. Let us furround our ears with thorns,

that
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that they may not be accefTiblc to poifonous infinuatîons
;

that is to fay, let us not only Ihut them againft thefe words

ot blood and gall, but let us return them on their author in

a manner equally bitter and mortifying. Were flander to

find fewer approvers, the kingdom ot Jefus Chrift would

foon be purged of that fcandal : Slander is pleafing; and

a vice which pleafes foon becomes a defirable talent : We
animate flander by our applaufes ; and as there is no perfon.

but wifhes to be applauded, there are few likewife who do

not fludyit, and endeavour to make a merit of llander-

ing with fkill.

But what is furprifing is, that piety itfelf frequently

fervcs as a pretext to that vice, which faps the very founda-

tions of piety, and which fmcere piety detefts. This ought

to be the lafl part of this difcourfe ; but I Ihall fay only a

fingle word upon it. Yes, my brethren, flander frequently

finds in piety itfelf, wherewithal to colour itfelf ; It decks

itfelf out in the appearance of zeal : Hatred to vice feems

to authorife the cenfure of finners : Thofe who make a

profeflion of virtue, often believe that they are honouring

God, and rendering glory to him, when they difhonour,

and exclaim againft thofe who offend him ; as though the

privilege of piety, whofe foul is charity, were to difpenfe

us even from charity. It is not that I wifh here to juftify

the difcourfes of the world, and to furnifh it with new

traits againft the zeal of the upright ; but, at the fame

time, I ought not to diffemble, that the liberty which they

afTume, of cenfuring the condu6l of their brethren, is one

of the moft common abufes of piety.

Now, my dear hearer, you whom this difcourfe regards,

liften to, and never forget the rules which the gofpel pre-

fcribes to true zeal.
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i/^/y," Remember, that the zeal which makes us lament

over the fcandals that diihonour the church, is contented

with lamenting them before God ; with praying him not to

forget his former mercies ; to caft his propitious regards

upon the people ; to eftablifh his reign in all hearts ; and

to recal finners from their erroneous ways. Behold, the

holy manner of lamenting over the difgraces of your bre-

thren ; mention them frequently to the Lord, but forget

them in the prefence of men.

• saf/y, Remember, that piety gives you no right of em-

pire or authority over your brethren : That if you be not

eftablifhed over them, and refponfible for their conduft,

whether they fall, or remain ftedfaft, is the concern of the

Lord,^ and not your's ; confequently, that your continual

and public lamentations, over their irregularities, proceed

irom a principle of pride, malignity, levity, and intoleran-

cy ; that the church has its pallors to fuperintend the flock;

that the ark has its minillcrs to fullain it, without needing

the interference of any foreign or imprudent fuccours ;

and laftly, that by thefe means, far from eorrefting your

brethren, you difhonour piety ; you juftify the difcourfes

of the wicked againft the juft ; and you authorife them ia

faying, as formerly in the Book of Wifdom, Why profef-

feth the righteous, to have a right to fill the flreets, and

the public places, with their clamours and upbraidings

againft our conduft ; and holdeth it out as a point of vir-

tue, to defame us in the minds of our brethren ?

'^dly. Remember, that the zeal regulated by wifdom,

feeks the falvation, and not the defamation of the brother

it wifhes to edify ; that it loves not to injure ; that in or4er

to render itfelf ufeful, it ftudies to render itfelf amiable
;

that it is more affefted with the misfortune and lofs of its

. Vol. I. Z brother'
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brother, than irritated againft, or fcandalifed by his errors ;

that, far from going to publifh them to others, it would

wifh to be enabled to conceal them from itfelf ; and that

the zeal which cenfurcs them, far from lefTening the evil,

ferves only to augment the fcandal,

ji^thly, Remember, that the cenforious zeal which yoa

difplay, is ufclefs to your brother, feeing he witnefles it

not ; that far from being of fervice, it is even hurtful to his

converfion, to which you raife up obftacles, by irritating

him againft your cenfures, fhould he happen to be inform-

ed of them ; that it is injurious to his reputation, which

you wound ; and laftly, to thofe that liften to you, who ref-

pefting your pretended virtue, never entertain a doubt that

they can err, while following your fteps ; and no longer

place Hander among the number of vices. Zeal is humble

and has eyes for nothing but its own wants ; it is fimple,

and much more difpofed to be credulous with regard to good

than evil ; it is merciful, and is always indulgent to the

faults of others, in the fame proportion as it is fevere to it»

own weaknefTes ; it is gentle and timorous, and prefers to

have failed in fufficiently blaming vice, to raflily expofing

itfelf to go too far in cenfuring the fmner.

Thus, my brethren, you who returned from the errors

of the world, now ferve the Lord, allow me to conclude,

with addrefling to you the fame words, formerly fpoken by

a holy father, to the fervants of Jefus Chrifl, who through

an indifcreet zeal, made no fcrupleoi tearing in pieces the

charaders of their brethren.

" A tongue which has confefTed Jefus Chrift ; which has

• renounced the errors and fplendours of the world ; which
*' every day blefles the God of peace, at the foot oi the altar ;

*• and
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"and is often confecrated, by participation of the holy myf-
" terics, fhould no îonger be intolerant, dangerous, and full

** of gall and bitternefs againft its brethren. It is difgracing

*' religion, after having offered up pure prayers and thankf-

" givings to the LoFd» in the aflembly of believers, to go
* and fpit out the venemous traits of the ferpent, againft

*' thofe whom the unity of faith, charity, the facrament,

*' and even their very errors, fhould render more endeared

** and more refpeftable to you."

By the wifdom and moderation of our difcourfes, let us

deprive the enemies of virtue, of every occafion to blaf-

pheme againft it ; let us correft our brethren, by the fanc-

tity of our example, rather than by the keenefs of our cen-

fures ; let us recal them, by living better than they, and

not by fpeaking againft them ; let us render virtue refpefta-

ble by its fweetnefs, rather than by its feverity ; let us

draw finners towards us by compaflionating, rather than

cenfuring their faults ; in order that our virtue may be

confpicuous to them, only through our charity and indul-

gence, and that our tender care to cover and excufe their

faults, may induce them to accufe and condemn themfelves

with more feverity, when they perceive the difference of

our conduft : By thefe means, we ffiall regain our brethren ;

we {hall honour piety ; we fhall overthrow impiety and

freethinking; we (hall deprive the world of all occafion

for thofe difcourfes, fo common, and fo injurious to real

virtue : And, after having ufed mercy towards our bre-

thren, we fhall with more confidence go to prefent ourfelves

before the Father of mercies, and the God of all confola-

tion, to afk mercy for ourlelves.

SERMON
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ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF TIME,

John vii. 33,

Yet a little while am I with you^ and then Igo unto Him
that Jent me,

J\?A improper ufe of time, is the fource of all the difor-

ders which reign amongft men. Some pafs their whole

life in idienefs and floth, equally ufelefs to the world, their

country and themfelves : Others, in the tumult of bufi-

nefs and worldly affairs. Some appear to exift, only for

the purpofe of indulging an unworthy indolence, and ef-

caping, by a diverfity of pleafures, from the wearinefs

which every where purfues them, in proportion as they fly

from it : Others in a continual fearch, amidft the cares of

the world, lor occupations which may deliver them from

themfelves. It appears, that time is a common enemy,

againft which all men have agreed to confpire : Their whole

life is one continued and deplorable anxiety, to rid them-

felves of it. The happieft are thofe, who bcfl fucceed,

in not feeling the weight of its duration; and the princi-

pal fatisfaélion they reap, either from frivolous pleafures,

or ferious occupations, is the abridgment of days and

moments, and deliverance from them, almoft without a

preception of their being paffed.

Time,
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Time, that precious depofit confided to us by the Lord,

is therefore become a burden which fatigues and opprefTes

,us : We dread, as the greateft of evils, its deprivation for

ever; and we almoll equally dread the]obligation, to fup-

port its wearinefs and duration. It is a treafure which we

would wifh to retain for ever; yet which we cannot fufifer

to remain in our pofTefTion.

This time, however, of which we make lo little eflima-

tion, is the only mean of our eternal falvation. We lofé

it without regret, which is a crime ; we employ it only for

worldly purpofes, which is a madnefs. Let us employ

the time which God allows us, becaufe it is fhort : Let

us employ it only in labouring for our falvation, be-

caufe it is only given us, that we may be faved : That is to

fay, let us be fenfible of the value of time, and let us lofe

it not ; let us know the ufe of it, and employ it only for

the purpofe it was given : By thefe means, we (hall avoid

both the dangers of a ilothfui, and the inconveniences

of an hurried life. This is the fubjefl: of the prefent Dif-

courfe.

• Part L Three clrcumllances, in general, decide upon

the value of things among men : The great advantages

which may accrue to us from them : The fhort fpace we
have to enjoy them : And, laflly, every hope deftroyed of

ever regaining them, if once loft. Now, behold, my
brethren, the principal motives which ought to render time

precious and eftimable, to every wife man : In the firfl

place, it is the price of eternity : In the fécond place, it

is fhort ; and we cannot make too much hafte to reap the

benefit of it : And laftly, it is irreparable ; for, once loft,

it can never be regained. It is the price of eternity : Yes.,

Biy brethren, man, condemned to death by the fin of his

birth
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birth, ought to receive life, only to lofe it, even from the

moment he has received it. The blood alone of Jefus

Chrill has effaced this fentence of death and punifhment,

pronounced againft all mankind, in the perfon of the firft

fmner : We live, though the offspring of a father con-

demned to death, and inheritors ourfelves of his punilh-

ment, becaufe the Redeemer died for us : The death of

Jefus Chrift is, therefore, the fource, and the only claim

of right we have to life; our days, our moments, are the

firft bleffings, which have flowed to us from his crofs ; and

the time which we fo vainly lofe, is the price however,

of his blood, the fruit of his death, and the merit of his

facrifice.

Not only as children of Adam, we deferve no longer

to live ; but even all the crimes we have added to thofe of

our birth, are become new fentences of death againft us;

So many times as we have violated the law of the Author

of Life, fo many times, from that moment, ought we 'to

have loft it.

Every finner is, therefore, a child of death and anger;

and every time the mercy of God has fufpended, after each

of our crimes, the fentence of condemnation and death, it

is a new life, as it were, his goodnefs has granted, in or-

der to allow us time to repair the criminal ufe we had

hitherto made of our 6wn.

I even fpeak of the difeafes, accidents, and numberlefs

dangers, which fo often have menaced our life ; which fo

often we have feen to terminate that of our friends and near-

eft connexions ; and from which, his goodnefs has always

delivered us. The life which we enjoy, is like a perpetual

miracle, therefore, of his divine mercy : The time which

is
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is left to US, is the confequence of an infinity of tender

mercies and grace, which compofes the thread and the train,

as it were, of your life : Every moment we breathe, is

Jike a new gift we receive from God ; and to wafte that

time, and thefe moments, in a deplorable inutility, is to

infult that Infinite Goodnefs, which has granted them to

us; todiflTipateanineftimable grace, which is not our due;

and to deliver up to chance the price of our eternity.

Behold, my brethren, the firft guilt attached to the lofs of

time : It is a precious treafure left to us, though we no
longer have any right to it ; which is given to us, for the

purpofe alone of purchafing the kingdom of heaven ; and

which we diffipate, as a thing the moft vile and contempti-

ble, and of which we know not any ufe to make.

In the world, we would regard that man as a fool, who,

heir to a great fortune, fhould allow it to be wafted, through

want of care and attention ; and fhould make no ufe of it,

either to raife himfell to places and dignities, which might

draw him from obfcurity, or in order to confirm to him-

feff, a folid eftablifliment, which might place him in future

beyond the reach of any reverfe.

But, my brethren, time is that precious treafure, which
we have inherited from our birth, and which the Almighty

leaves to us through pure corapaffion : It is in our pofieffion,

and it depends upon ourfelves to make a proper ufe of it.

It is not in order to exalt ourfelves to frivolous dignities

here below, or to worldly grandeurs ; Alas ! whatever paf-

fes away, is too vile to be the price of time, which is itfelf

the price of eternity : It is in order to be placed in the

heavens above, at the fide of Jefus Chrift : It is in order

to feparate us from the crowd of the children of Adam,
itbove all Caefar* and Kings of the -earth, in that immortal

fociety
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fociety of the happy, who fhall all be kings, and whofe

reign fhall have no bounds, but thofe of eternity.

What madnefs, then, to make no ufe of atreafure fo in-

eftimable : In frivolous amufements, to wafte that time,

which may be the price of eternal falvation ; and to allow

the hopes of our immortality, to be difTipated in fmoke !

Yes, my brethren, there is not a day, an hour, a moment,

but which, properly employed, may merit us heaven. A
fingle day lofl, ought, therefore, to leave to us reraorfesj

a thoufand times more lively and poignant, than the failure

of the greateft worldly profpefts ; yet, neverthelefs, this

time is a burden to us : Our whole lite is only one continu-

ed fcience to lofe it ; and in fpite of all our anxieties to wafle

it, there always, however, remains more than we know

how to employ ; and yet, the thing upon the earth we have

the fmallefl value for, is our time : Our afls of kindnefs,

we referve for our friends : Our bounties, for our depend-

ents: Our riches, forour children and relations : Ourpraifes,

for thofe who appear worthy of them : Our time we give

to all the world ; We expofe it, as I may fay, a prey to

all mankind : They even do us a pleafure in delivering us

from it : It is a weight, as it were, which we fupport in the

midff of the world, while incelTantly in fearch of fome one

who may eafe us of its burden. In this manner, time,

that gift of God, that mofl precious blefling of his clem-

ency, and which ought to be the price of our eternity,

oecafions all our embarrafTments, all our wearinefTes, and

becomes the moft opprcfTive burden of our life.

But a fécond reafon, which makes us feel, flill more fenfi-

bly, our abfurdity in fetting fo little value upon the time

the Almighty leaves to us, is, that not only it is the price

of our eternity, but likewife, it is fhort, and we cannot

haflen
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haften too much to employ it to advantage. For, my
brethren, had we even a long feries of ages to exill upon

the earth, that fpace would, in truth, be flili too fhort to

be employed in meriting everlafting happinefs
;
yet its du-

ration would at leaft enable us to retrieve thofe accidental

lofTes. The days and moments loft, would at leaft form

only a point, fcarcely perceptible, in that long feries oi

ages we fhould hûve to pafs here below. But, alas ! Our

whole life is itfelf but an imperceptible point: The longeft

endures fo little : Our days and our years are fhut up in

fuch narrow limits, that we fee not what we can have ftill

to lofe, in a fpace fo (hort and rapid. We are only, as I

rnay fay, a moment upon the earth; like thofe fiery ex-

halations, which, in the obfcurity of night, are feen wan-

dering in the air, we only appear, to vanifti in a moment,

and be replunged, forever, into our original and everlaft-

ing darknefs : The exhibition we make to the world is but

a flafh, which is extinguiftied almoft in the fame moment

it exifts : We fay it ourfelves every day. Alas! How can

we take days and hours of reft, from a lite, which is itfelf

but a moment ? And befjdes, if you retrench from that

moment, all you are under the neceflity of allowing to the

indifpenfable neceftities of the body, to the duties of your

flation, to unexpefted events, and the inevitable complai-

fanccs due to fociety, what remains for yourfelf, for God,

and for eternity ? And are we not worthy of pity ; we,

who know not how to employ the little which remains to

us, and who fly to the aftiftance of a thoufand artifices to

abridge its duration ?

To the little time, my brethren, we have (o live upon

the earth, add the number of paft crim.es, which we have to

expiate in this fhort interval. How many iniquities are

collefted upon our heads, finceour firft years : Alas ! Ten

Yql. I. A a live»,
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lives, like ours, would fcarcely fuffice to expiate a part of

them : The time would flill be too (hort ; and it would be

necelTaryto call upon thegoodnefs oi God, to prolong the

duration of our penance. Great God ! What portion can

remain to me for pleafures and indolence, in a lite fo fhort

and fo criminal as mine ? What place, then, can frivolous

fports and amufements find in an interval fo rapid ; and

which altogether would not fuffice to expiate a fingle one

of my crimes ?

Ah ! my brethren, do we even think upon it ? A crimi-

nal condemned to death, and to whom a fingle day is only

allowed to endeavour towards obtaining his pardon, would

he find hours and moments ftill to trifle away ? Would he

complain of the length of the time, which the humanity

and goodnefs of his judge had awarded him ? Would he

be embarralTed how to ufe it ? Would he fearch for frivo-

lous amufements to affift him to pafs thofe precious mo-

ments, which were left him to merit his pardon and de-

liverance ? Would he not endeavour to profit by an inter-

val fo decifive with regard to his defliny ? Would he not

replace, by the anxiety, vivacity, and continuance of his

exertions, what might be wanting from the brevity of the

time allowed to him ? Fools that we are ! our fentence is

pronounced ; our guilt renders our condemnation certain :

We are left a fingle day to fhun the evil, and to change the

rigour of our eternal decree : And this only day, this rapid

day, we indolently pafs in occupations vain, flothful, and

puerile.

This precious day is a burden to us, wearies us ; we

feek to abridge it ; fcarcely can we find amufements fuffi-

cient to fill the void ; the evening arrives, without our

having made any other ufe of the day left to us, than that

of
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of rendering ourfelves ftill more worthy of the condemna-

tion we had already merited. And befides, my brethren,

how do we know, that the abufe of the day, left to us by

the Almighty's goodnefs, will not oblige his juftice to

abridge, and to cut of a portion of it ? How many unex-

pefted accidents may arreft us in a courfe fo limited, and

crop, in their faireft blolToms, the hopes of a longer life !

How many fudden and aftonifhing deaths do we fee ; and

generally the jull punifhment of the unworthy ufe they had

made of life ! What age has ever witneffed more of thel'e

. melancholy examples ? Formerly thefe accidents were rare

and fingular; at prefent, they are events which happen

every day. Whether it be, that our crimes have drawn

down upon us this punifhment ; whether it be, that exceffes

unknown to our forefathers lead us to them ; but at prefent

they are the deaths moft common and frequent. Number,

if you can, thofe of your relations, friends, and connec-

tions, whom a fudden death has furprifed without prepara-

tion, repentance, or a moment allowed them to refleft upon

themfelves, upon that God whom they have offended, and

upon thofe crimes which, far from detefling, they never

had leifure fufïiciently to be acquainted with.

Will you tell us after this, that there are many fpare mo-
ments in the day : That we muft contrive to amufe ourfelves

fome wav or other ?

There are many {pare moments in the day ? But your

guilt confifts in leaving them in that frightful void : The
days of the upright are always full. Spare moments in the

day: Butare your duties always fulfilled ? Areyour houfes

regulated, your children inftrufted, the afflifted reliev-

ed, the poor vifited, the works of piety accomplilhed ?

Time is fhort : Your obligations fo infinite ; and you can

ililL
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ilill find fo many fpare moments in the day ? My God !

How many holy charafters have in folitude complained,

that their days pafled too rapidly away ; have borrowed

from the night, what the brevity oi the day had taken from

their labours and zeal ; have lamented, even in the calnj

and leifure of their folitude, that fufficient time remained

not for them to publifh thy praifes, and eternal mercies :

And we, charged with a multiplicity of cares ; we, in the

midft of the folicjtudes and engagements of the age, which

abiojb almoll all our days and moments; we, refponfible

to our relations, to our children, to our friends, to our in-

feriors, to our fuperiors, to our flations, to our country,

for fuch an infinity of duties ; we ftill find a void in our

life ; and the little which remains to us, we think too long

to be employed in ferving and bleffing thy holy'name ?

But we are happy, you fay, when we know how to

amufe ourfelves, and innocently to pafs away the time.

But how do you know that your courfe is not already run ;

and that you do not perhaps touch the fatal moment which

commences your eternity ? Does your time belong to you,

to be difpofed of as you pleafe ? Time itfelfpaffes away fo

foon ; and are fo many amufements neceffary to aflift it in

pafling ftill more rapidly ?

But, is time given to you for nothing ferious, great, and

eternal ; nothing worthy of the elevation and deftiny of

man ? And the Chriftian and inheritor of heaven, is he

upon the earth, only to amufe himfelf ?

But are there not, you fay, many innocent recreations

in lite ? I grant there are many : But recreations fuppofe

pains and cares, which have preceded them ; while your

whole life is one continued recreation. Recreations are

permitted
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permitted tothofe who, after fulfilling their duties, are un-

der the necefTity of according fome moments of relaxation

to the weaknefs of human nature : But you, if you have

occafion for relaxation, it is from the continuance of your

pleafures, and even what you call your recreations : It is

from the rage of inordinate gaming, of which the dura-

tion and earneft attention neceffary, befides the lofs of time,

render you incapable, on quitting it, of application to any

other duty of your ftation. What recreation can you find

in a lawlefs and boundlefs paflion, which occupies almofl

your whole life ; ruins your health ; deranges your fortune,

and renders you the continual fport of a miferable chance?

And it is not with fuch charafters that we find neither or-

der, rule, or difcipline ? All ferions duties forgotten; dif-

orderly fervants ; children miferably educated ; affairs de-

clining; and public fcorn and contempt attached to their

names, and their unfortunate poflerity ? The pafiTion of

gaming is almoft never unaccompanied ; and to thofc of

one lex efpecially, is always the fource, or the occafion of

all the others : Thefe are the recreations you believe inno-

cent, and neceffary to fill up the empty moments of the day.

Ah ! my brethren, how many of the reprobate, in the

midft o£ their anguilh and punifhments, entreat from the

mercy of God, only one of thofe moments, which we

know not how to employ ; and could their requeft be

granted, what ufe would they not make of that precious

moment ? How many tears of compunftion and penitence !

How many prayers and fupplications, to foften the Fathet-

of Mercies, and to induce his paternal feelings to refiore

to them his affeftion ! This only moment is neverthelefs re-

iufed : Time, they are told, exifls no more for them ; and

you find yourfelves embarraffed with the little you are

lelt ? God will judge you, my brethren ; and on the bed

of
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of death, and in that terrible hour which fhall furprife

you, in vain Ihall you demand a little more time : In vain

fhall you promife to God, a more Chriftian ufe of what

you will endeavour to obtain : His juftice, without pity,

will cut the thread of your days : And that time, which

now oppreffes and embarraiFes you, fhall then be denied*

But in what our blindnefs here is Hill more confpicuous,

is, that not only the time which we lofe with fo much in-

difference and infenfibility, is fhort and precious, but like-

wife irreparable ; for once loft, it is for ever gone, with-

out refource.

I fay irreparable : For, in the firft place, riches, hon-

ours, reputation, and favour, though once loft, may again

be retrieved. We may even replace each of thefe loffes,

by other acquirements, which will repay us with ufury v

But the moments loft in inutility, are fo many means of

falvation, which we never again can poffefs, but which are

for ever cut off from the number, which God, in his com-

paffion, had allotted to us. Indeed, in a fpace fo fhort as

we have to live, there cannot be a doubt, but that the Al-

mi'rhty had his particular defigns, with regard to each of

our days and moments ; that he hath marked the ufe we

ought to have made of them ; the connexion they were to

have with our eternal falvation ; and that to each of them

he hath attached affiftances of grace, in order to confum-

mate the work of our fan6lification. Now, thefe days and

moments being loft, the grace attached to them muft be

equally fo : The moments of God are finifhed, and re-

turn no more : The courfe of his mercies is regulated :

We believed they were only ufelefs moments we had loft ;

and with them we have loft ineftimable fuccours of grace ;

which
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which we find dedufted from thofe the goodnefs of God

had deftined for us.

In the fécond place, Irreparable, becaufe every day,

every moment, ought to advance us a ftep nearer hea-

ven : Now, the days and moments loft leaving us in ar-

rear, and the duration of our courfe being alfo determined,

the end arrives when we are yet at adiftance; when there

is no longer time to fupply the remainder of the career ;

or, at leaft, to regain the loft moments, and reach the goal,

we muft double our fpeed : In one day, fill up the courfe

of many years ; make the moft heroic exertions ; and haf-

ten in a degree, even beyond our ftrength : Proceed to ex-

cefles of holinefs, which are miracles of grace, and o\

which the generality of men are incapable ; and confummate,

in fmall interval, what ought to be the labour of a whole

life.

In the lajl place. Irreparable, with rerpe6l to the works

of penance and reparation, of which, in a certain period

of life, we are capable, but are no longer fo, when we

wait the infirmities of a more advanced age. For, after all,

it is in vain to fay then, that God expefts not impoffibili-

ties; that there is a penance for every age ; and that reli-

gion does not wifh us to haften our days, under the pretext

of expiating our crimes : It is you who have placed your-

felves in this ftate of impoftibility : Your finsdiminifh not

your obligations : Guilt muft be punifhed, in order to be

effaced. The Almighty had allowed you both time and

ftrength, to fatisfy this immutable and eternal law : This

time you have wafted in accumulating new debts : This

ftrength you have exhaufted, either by new excefîes, or at

leaft, without making any ufe of it, to further the de^

figns of God refpeding you ; The Almighty muft there-

fore
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fore do, what you have never done yourfelves, and punifh

after your death, the crimes you have never been inclin-

ed to expiate during your lite.

This is to fay, in order to concentrate all thefc reflexions,

that with every moment of our life, it is as with our death :

We die only once : and from thence we conclude, that

we muft die in a proper flate, becaufe there is no lon-

ger a pofTibility of returning, to repair, by a fécond death

the evil of the firfl : In like manner, we only once exift,

fuch and fuch moments : We cannot return upon our fteps,

and, by commencing a new road, repair the errors and

faults of our firfl path : In like manner, every moment of

our life which we facrifice, becomes a point fixed for our

eternity ; that moment loll, fhall change no more : It fhall

eternally be the fame ; it will be recalled to us, fuch as we

"had paffed it, and will be marked with that ineffaceable

flamp. How miferable, then is our blindnefs, my brethren
;

we, whofe lite is only one continued attention to lofe the

time which returns no more, and with fo rapid a courfe,

flies to precipitate itfelf into the abyfs of eternity !

Great God ! Thou who art the fovereign difpenfer of times

and moments : Thou in whofe hands are our days and our

years, with what eyes n;iuft thou behold us loling anddifli-

pating the moments of which thou alone knoweft the dura-

tion ; of which, in irrevocable charafters, thou hallmark-

ed the courfe and meafure ; moments, which thou drawefl

from the treafure of thine eternal mercies, to allow us time

for penitence : Moments, which every day, thy j u 11 ice pre f-

fes thee to abridge, as a punifhment for their abufe ; mo-

ments, which, every day before our eyes, thou refulefl to

fo many finners, lefs culpable than we, whom a terrible

death furprifes, and drags into the gulf of thine eternal

' vengeance ;
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vengeance : Moments, in a word, which we fhall not per-

haps long enjoy; and ot which thou foon intendeft to ter-

minate the melancholy career ! Great God, Behold the

greateft, and the beft part of my life, already paft, and

wholly lofl : In all my days, there has not hitherto been a

fingle ferions one : A fingle day for thee, for my falvation,

and for eternity : My whole Hie is but a vapour, which

leaves nothing real or folid in the hand of him who recals

it. Shall I, to the end, drag on my days in this melancholy

inutility ; in this wearinefs which purfues me, in the midfl

of my pleafures, and the efforts which unavailingly I jmake

to avoid it ? Shall the lall hour furprife me, loaded with

the void of ray whole years ? And in all my courfe, (hall

there be nothing ferions or important, but the laft moment,

which will terminate it for ever, and decide my everlafting

deftiny ? Great God ! what a life, for a foul deflined to

ferve Thee, called to the immortal Ibciety of thy Son, and

thy faints, enriched with thy gifts, and in confequence of

them, capable of works worthy of eternity ! What a lile,

is that life, which, in reality, is nothing, has nothing in

view, and fills up a time which is decifive of its eternal

defliny, in doing nothing, and reckoning as well paffed,

thofe days and hours which imperceptibly flip away !

But if inutility be oppofite to the price of time, irregu-

larity and multiplicity of occupations are not lefs fo, to the

proper order of time, and to the Chriflian ufe we ought to

make of it. You have jufl feen the dangers of a flothful,

and I will now lay down before you the inconveniencies of

a hurried life.

Part II. To every thing we have hitherto faid, my bre-

thren, the majority of thofe who liften to me, have no

doubt fecretlyoppofed, that their life is any thing but floth-

VojL. I. B b iul
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iul and ufelefs ; that fcarcely can they fuffiee, for thfi du«

4ies, good offices, and endlefs engagements of their ftations ;

that they live in an eternal viciflitude ot occupations and

Jbufincfs, which abforbs their whole life ; and that they

think themfelves happy, when they can accoiBplilh a mo*

ment for themfelves, and enjoy at leifure, the fituatioo

which their fortune denies to them.

Now this, my brethren, is a new way of abufing time,

jflill more dangerous than even inutility and indolence. In

effect the Chriftian ufe of time, is not merely the filling

up of all its moments ; it is that of filling them up in order,

and according to the will of the Lord, who gives them to

us : The life of faith, is a life of regularity and wifdom :

Fancy, paflion, pride, and cupidity, are falfe principle»

of conduft, fince they themfelves are only a derangement

of the mind and heart ; and that order and reafon ought to

be our only guides.

Neverthelefs the life of the majority of men, is a life

always occupied, and always ufelefs ; always laborious, and

.always void : Their paflions give birth to all their motions :

Thefe are the great fprings which agitate men ; make them

run here and there like madmen ; and leave them not a fin-

gle moment's tranquillity ; and in filling up all their mo-

ments, they feek not to fulfil their duties, but to deliver

themfelves up to their reilleffnefs, and to fatisfy their ini-

quitous defires.

But in what doth this order confiff, which ought to re-

gulate the meafure of our occupations, and to fanft ify the

ufe of our time ? It confiils, in the firit place, in limiting

ourfelves to the occupations attached to our flations : In

"not feeking places and fituatioo^ which may multiply them ;

âud
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and in not reckoning among our duties, the cares and

embarrairments, which anxiety, or our pafTions, alone ge-

nerate within us. Secondly, However agitated may be

ear fituations, amidft all our occupations, to regard as the

xnoft eflential, and the raoft privileged, tliofe we owe to

our falvation.

I fay, in the firftpiace, not to reckon amongiïthe occu-

pations which fanélify the uTe of our time, thofe which

yeiileffnefs, or the pafTions alone generate.

Reitleflnefs : Yes, ray brethren, we all wifh to avoid

Gurfelves : To the generality of men, nothing is more me-

lancholy and difagreeable, than to find themfelves alone,

and obliged to review tl>eir own hèatts. As vain paffions

carry us away; as many criminal attachments ftain us ;

and as many thoufands illicit defires occupy every moment

of our heart ; in entering into ourfelves, we find only an

anfwer of death, a frightful void, cruel remorfes, dark

thoughts, and melancholy refleftions. We fearch, there-

fore, in the variety of occupations, and continual diUrac-

tions, an oblivion of ourfelves: We dread leifure as the

fignal of wearinefs j and weexpeél to find in the confufion

and multiplicity of external cares, that happy intoxication,

which enables us to goon without perceiving it, and makes

us no longer to feel the weight of ourfelves.

But alas ! we deceive ourfelves : Wearinefs is never

found but in irregularity, and in a life of confufion, where

every thing is out of its place : It is in living by hazard,

that we are a burden to ourfelves : that we continually

fearch after new occupations, and that difguff foon obliges

us to repent that we ever fought for them ; that we incef-

fantly change our fituation, in order to fly from ourfelves;

and
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and that wherever we go, we carry ourfelves : In a word, that

our whole h'fe is but a diverfified art, to fhun wearinefs,

and a miferable talent to find it. Wherever order is not,

wearinefs mufl neceflarily be found : and far from a life of

irregularity and confufion being a remedy, on the contrary,

it is the moft fruitful fource, and univerfal caufe of it.

The j^fl; fouls who live in regularity ; they who yield no-

thing to caprice and temper ; whofe every occupation .is ex-

aftly where it ought to be ; whofe moments are filled up, ac-

cording to their deftination, and to the will of the Lord who

direfts them, find in order, a perteft remedy againft, and

proteftion from wearinefs. That wife uniformity in the prac-

tice of duties, which appear fo gloomy in the eyes of the

world, is the fource of their joy, and of that happy equality

of temper, which nothing can derange : Never embarraffed

with the prefent time, which flated duties occupy : Never in

pain with regard to the future, for which new duties are ar-

ranged : Never delivered up to themfelves, by the change of

occupations, which fucceed each other : Their days appear

as moments, becaufe every moment is in its place : Time

hangs not upon them, becaufe it always has its diftinftion

and ufe : and in the arrangement of an uniform an occupied

Jife, they find that peace, and that joy, which the reft ofmen

in vainfearch for in the confufion of a continual agitation.

ReftlefTnefs, by multiplying our occupations, leaves us,

therefore, a prey to wearinefs and difguft ; nor yet does it

fan£lify the ufe of our time : For if the moments, not re-

gulated by the order of God, are moments loft, however

occupied they may otherwife be ; if the life of man ought

to be a life of wifdom and regularity, where every occupa-

tion has its allotted place ; what can be more oppofite to

fuch a life than this inconfiftency, thefe eternal fluftuations

in



ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF TIME. SQg

in which reftleflnefs makes us pafs our time ? But the paf-

fions which keep us in perpetual motion, do not form for

us more legitimate employments.

Yes, my brethren, I know that it is only in a certain age of

life, that we appear occupied with frivolity and pleafures ;

more ferions cares, and more folid avocations fucceed to

the indolence, and to the vain amufements of our younger

years ; and alter wafting our youth in floth and in pleafures,

we appropriate our maturity, to our country, to fortune,

and to ourfelves ; but ftill with refpeft to heaven we con-

tinue the fame. I confefs that we owe our fervices to our

country, to our Sovereign, and to the national cares ; that

amongft the number of duties prefcribed to us by religion,

it places that of zeal for our Sovereign^ and for the inte-

reft and glory of our country ; and that religion alone can

form faithful fubjefts, and citizens ever ready to facrifice

their all for the general good. But religion wifhes not that

pride and ambition fhould ralhly plunge us in public af*

fairs ; and that we (hould anxioufly endeavour by all pofli-

ble means, by intrigue and felicitations, to attain places,

where, owing every thing to others, not a moment is left

for ourfelves : Religion wifhes us to dread thefê tumultu-

ous fituations ; to give ourfelves up to them with regret and

trembling, v/hen the order of God, and the authority of

our mafters, call us to them ; and where the choice left to

us, always to prefer the fafety and leifure of a private ftation,

to the dangers and eclat oi dignities and places. Alas !

We have a fhort time to exift upon the earth, and the falva-

tion, or eternal condemnation which awaits us, is fo near,

that every other care ought to be melancholy and burden-

fome to us ; and every thing which diverts our attention

from that grand objeft, for which we are allowed only a

fmall portion of days, ought to appear as the heavieft mis-

fortune.
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fortune. This is not a maxim of pure fpirituality ; it is

the firft maxim, and the foundation of Chriftianity.

Neverthelefs, ambition, pride, and allourpaflions, unite

4o render a private life infupportable to us. What in life

we dread moft, is à lot and aftation which leave us to our-

felves, and do not eftablifh us upon others. We confuk

neither the order of God, nor the views of religion, nor

the dangers of a too agitated fituation, nor the happinefs

which faith points out in a private and tranquil ftation,

where we have nothing but ourfelves to anfwer for, and

frequently not even our talents j ive confult only our paf-

fions, and that infatiable defire oi raifing ourfelves above

our brethren ; we wifh to figure upon the flage of life, and

become great perfonages ; and upon a uage, alas! which

tD-morrow fhall difappcar, and leave us nothing real, but

the puerile trouble, and pain oi having a£led upon it.

£ven the more thefe ftations appear furroundcd with tu-

mult and embarrafTment, the more do they appear worthy

of our purfuit : We wifli to be in every thing : That lei-

lure fo dear to a religious foul, to us appears fhameful and

înean : Every thing which divides Us betwixt the public

and (Miffeîves : Every thing which gives to otheïis^an abfo-

ïut'e right over our time : Every thing which plunges us

into that abyfs of cares and agitations, which credit, fa-

vour, and confideration drag after them, affefts, attrafts,

and tranfports us. Thus, the majority of men inconfide-

xately create to themfelves a tumultuous and agitated life,

which the Almighty never required of them ; and eagerly

feek for cares, where they cannot be in fafety,^ unlefs the

order of God had prepared them for us.

Indeed, we fometimes bear them complaining of the

endiefs agitations infeparable from their places ; fighing tor

reft
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reft, and envying the lot of a tranquil and private ftation ;

repeating, that it fhould indeed be time to live for them-

selves, after having fo long lived for others. But thefe are

merely words of courfe : They feem to groan under the

weight of affairs ; but with much more uneafinefs and

grief, would they fupport the weight of leifure and of a

private condition : They employ one part of their Hie, in

ftruggling againft each other for the tumult of places and

employments, and the other they employ in lamenting the

misfortune of having obtained them. It is a language of

vanity : They would wifli to appear fuperior to their for-

tune ; and they are not fo, to the fmallefl reverfe, or the

{lighted fymptom of ccldnefs which threatens them. Be^

hold how our paflions create occupations and embarraff-

ments, which God required not : and deprive us of a

time, whofe value we fhall be ignorant of, till we reach

that laft moment, when time finifhes, and eternity begins.

Yet ftill my brethren, in the midft of the endlef»; occupa-

tions attached to your ftations, were you to regard as the

moft privileged, thofe connefted with your làlvation, you

would in fome meafure at leaft, repair the diffipation of that

portion of your lite, which the world and the cai^s of this

earth entirely occupy. But it is ftill in this point that our

blindnefs is deplorable : We cannot find time for our eter-

nal falvation. That which we beftow on fortune, the du-

ties ot a charge, the good offices expeéled from our fta-

tion, the care of the body, and attentions to drefs ; that

which we give to friendfhip, fociety, recreation, and cuf-

tom, all appear elTential and indifpenfable : We even dare

not encroach upon, or limit thefe : We carry them be-

yond the bounds of even reafon and necefTity ; and as life

is too fhort, and our days too rapid, to fufîice for all,

whatever we retreach, is from the cares of our falvation :

In
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In the multiplicity of our occupations, we are fureto facri-

fice thofe which we ought to bellow on eternity. Yes, my
brethren, in place of retrenching from our amufements

;

from the ceremonies which idlenefs alone has eflablifh-

ed ; from the duties which ambition multiplies ; Irom

the cares and attentions which we beflow on a vain

drefs, which cuftom and effeminacy have rendered endlefs :

In place of retrenching from thefc, at leaft fome little time

every day, fcarcely do they leave us fome accidental re-

mains, which by chance have efcaped from the world and

pleafure: Some rapid moments, the world wiflies not;

with which we are perhaps embarrafled; and which we

know not how to difpofe of otherwife. So long as the

world chufes to engage us ; fo long as it continues to offer

pleafures, duties, trifles, and complaifances, we yield our-

felves up to it with delight. When all is over, and we no

longer know how to fill up our vacant hours, wc then con-

fecrate to fome languid praftices ot religion, thofe outcaft

moments, which wearinefs, or a deficiency of pleafures,

leaves us : Properly Ipeaking, they are moments of recre-

ation, which we bellow upon ourfelves rather than upon

God : An interval, we place between the world and us, in

order to return to it with more relifh ; and breathe a little

from the fatigue, the difgufl, and the fatiety, which are the

neceffary confequences of a life devoted to the world and

pleafures, which, prolonged beyond a certain meafure, are

immediately followed by wearinefs and laffitude.

Such is the ufe, which even perfons, who deck them-

felves out with a reputation for virtue, make of their time.

Their whole life is one continue dand criminal preference,

given to the world, iortune, ceremony, and pleafures,

above the bufinefs of their falvation : All is filled up by

what they give to their mailers, friends, places, and appe- ,

'
tites,
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tites, and nothing remains for God and for eternity. It

would appear, that time is given to us, in the firft place,

for the world, ambition, and earthly cares ; and (hould any

portion of it happen afterwards to remain, that we are en-

titled to praife, when we bellow it on our falvation.

Great God ! For what purpofe dofl; thou leave us on the

earth, but to render ourfelves worthy of thine eternal pof-

feflion ? Every thing we do for the world, fiiall perifli with

it ; whatfoever we do for thee, fhall beirpmortal. All our

cares and attentions here', are in general for mafters, un-

grateful, unjuft, difficult to pleafe, weak, and incapable

of rendering us happy : The duties we render to thee, are

given to a Lord and Mafter, faithful, juft, compaffionate,

almighty, and who alone can recompenfe thofe who ferve

him : The cares of the earth however brilliant, are foreign

to US ; they are unvvorthy of us ; it is not for them we are

created ; we ought only to devote ourfelves to them as they

pafs, in order to fatisfy the tranfitory ties they exa6l from

us, and which conneél us with mankind : The cares of

eternity alone are worthy of the nobility of our hopes,

and fill all the grandeur and dignity of our deftiny. With-

out the cares of falvation, thofe of this earth are profane

and fullied ; they are no longer but vain, fruitlefs, and al-

moft always criminal agitations : The cares of falvation

qlonc confeerate and fanftify them ; give to them reality,

elevation, the price and the merit which they wanted. All

other cares wound, trouble, harden, and render us mifera^

ble ; but the duties we render to thee, leave us a real and

heartfelt joy : They fîrengthen, calm, and confole us ; and.

even foften the anguifh and bitternefs of the others. In a

word, we owe ourfelves to thee, O my God ! before maf-

ters, inferiors, friends, or connexions. Thou alone haft

the firft right over our hearts and reafon, which are the

Vol. I. C c gifts
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gifts of thy liberal hand; it is for thee, therefore, that in

the firfl place we ought to make ufe of them ; and we are

Chriftians, before we are princes, fubjefts» public charac«

ters, or any thing elfe on the earth.

You will perhaps tell us, my brethren, that in fulfilling

the painful andendlefs duties attached to your flation, you

believe that you ferve God, accomplifh your meafure of

righteoufnefs, and labour toward your falvation. I grant

it : But we mufl fulfil thefe duties, according to the views

of the Lord, from motives of faith, and in the true fpirit

of religion and piety. God reckons only what we do for

him : Of all our pains, fatigues, fubmifTions and facrifices,

he accepts only thofe which are offered to his glory, and

not to our own ; and our days are only full in his fight,

when they are full for eternity. All a£lions, which have

nothing for their objeft but the world; a fame limited to'

this earth ; a perifliable fortune; feme praifes they may at-"

tra6l to us from men ; or fome degree of grandeur and re-

putation, to which they may raife us here below, are nothing

in his prefence ; or, at leafl, are only puerile amufements,

unworthy of the majefty of his regards.

Thus, my brethren, how different are the judgments of

God from thofe of the world ! In the world we call beau-

titul that fplendid life, in which great aftions are numbered,

viftorics gained, difficult négociations concluded, under-

takings fuccefsfully conduced, illuflrious employments

fupported with reputation, eminent dignities acquired by

important fcrvices, and exercifed with glory ; a life which

paffes into hiftory, fills the public monuments, and of

which the remembrance fhall be prcferved to thelatefl pof-

terity : Such, according to the world, is a beautiful life.

But if, in all this, they have fought more their own, than

the
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the glory of God ; if they have had nothing more in view

than to ereft to themfelves aperifhable edifice of grandeur

.on the earth, in vain fliall they have furnifhed a fplendid

career to the eyes of men ; in the fight of God, it is a life

lofi : In vain fhall hiflory record us ; we fhall be effaced

from the book of life, and from the eternal hidories; in

vain fhall our aftions be the admiration of ages to come
;

they fhall not be written on the immortal columns of the

Heavenly Temple. In vain fliall we have afted a dignifi-

ed part upon the flage of all earthly ages ; in the eterpal

ages we fhall be as thofe who never were : In vain fhall our

titles and dignities be preferved upon the marble and brafs
;

as the fingers of men have written them, they fhall perilh

with them ; and what the finger of God fhall have written,

"will alone endure as long as himfelf. In vain fhall our life

be propofed as a model to the ambition of our defcendants ;

its reality exifling only in the paffions of men, from the

moment they fhall ceafe to have paffions, and the objefts

which inflame them fhall be annihilated, this life fhall be

nothing, and fliall be replunged into non-entity, with the

world which admired it.

For candidly, my brethren, can you really wifh, that in

that awful and terrible day, when righteoufnefs itfelf fhall be

judged, the Almighty fhould give you credit for all the

pains, cares, and difgufts you have experienced and de-

voured, in order to raife yourfelves in the world ? That he

fliould regard, as well employed, the time you have

facrificed to the world, fortune, glory, and the elevation

of your name and race, as if you were upon the earth only

for yourfelves ? That he fhould place among the number of

your works of falvation, thofe which have only had for prin-

ciple ambition, pride, envy, and felf-intereft ; and that he

fhould reckon your vices amongfl your virtues.

• And
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And what will you be able to fay to him, on 'the bed of

death, when he Ihall enter into judgment with you, and

demand an account oi the time, which he had only granted

you, to be employed in gloriiying and ferving him ? Will

you fay to him : Lord, I have gained many viftories ; I

have ufefully and glorioufly ferved my prince and country;

I have ellablilhed to rayfelf a great" name amongft men ?

alas ! you have never been able to gain a viftory over your-

felf ; You have ufefully ferved the kings of the earth, and

you have negleéted, with contempt, the fervice of the King

of kings. You have eftabliflied to yourfelf a great name

amongil men ; and your name is unknown amongft the cho*.

fen of God : Time loil for eternity. Will you fay to him :

I have conducted the raoft difficult négociations, I have

concluded the moft important treaties ; I have managed the

interefts and fortunes of princes ; 1 have been in the fe-

crets, and in the councils of Kings ? Alas ! you have con-

cluded treaties and alliances with men, and you have a

thoufand times violated the holy covenant you have entered

into with God: You have managed the interefts oi prin-

ces, and you have never known how to manage the inte-

refts of your falvation : You have entered into the fecrets of

kings, and you have ever been ignorant oi the fecrets of

the kingdom of heaven: Time loft for eternity. Will you

fay to him : My whole life has been only an inceffant toil,

and a painful and continued occupation ? alas ! you have

always toiled, and you have never been able to do any thing

to fave your foul: Time loft for eternity. Will you fay

to him : I have eftabliflied my children in the world : I

have exalted my relations ; I have been ufeful to my friends ;

I have augmented the patrimony of my anceftors ? alas !

you have bequeathed great eftablifhments to your children,

and you have not left them the fear of the Lord, by bring-

ing them up, and eftablifhing them in faith and in piety :

Yott
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You have augmented the patrimony of your ancellors, and

you have diffipated the gifts of grace, and the patrimony of

Jefus Chrift : Time loft for eternity. Will you fay to him :

I have made the moft profound ftudies ; I have enriched

the public withufeful and curious works ; I have perfefted

the fcîences by new difcoveries ; I improved my great ta-

lents, and rendered them ufeful to mankind ? alas ! The

great talent confided to you, was that of faith and grace,

of which you have made no ufe : You have rendered yonr-

felf learned in the fciences of men, and you have always

been ignorant in the fcience of the Holy : Time loft for

eternity. In a word, will you tell him : I have pafTed my
life in fulfilling the duties, and good offices of my ftation : I

have gained friends ; I have rendered myfelt ufeful and

agreeable to my mafters ? alas ! You have had friends to boaft

of on the earth, and you have acquired none to yourfelf

in heaven: You have made every exertion to pleafe men,

and you have done nothing to pleafe the Almighty : Time

loft for eternity.

No, my brethren, what a frightful void, the greateft part

ot men, who had governed ftates and empires, who appeared

to regulate the whole univerfe, and had filled in it the moft

diftinguifhed places ; who were the fubjefls of every conver-

fation,andof the defires and hopes of men ; who engrofled al-

moft alone, the whole attentions of the earth ; what a fright-

ful void, will they, on the bed of death, find their whole

life to be ? Whilft the days of the pious and ritired foul,

regarded by them as obfcure and indolent, fhall appear

full, complete, occupied, marked each by fomp vièlory

of faith, and worthy of being celebrated by the eternal fongs.

Meditate, my brethren, on thefe holy truths : Time is

fliort ; it is irreparable ; It is the price of your eternal feli-

city :
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city : It is given to you, only in order to render you worthy

of that felicity: Calculate, therefore, what portion of it

you fhould beftow on the world, pleafures, fortune, and

on your falvation. My brethren, fays the Apoflle, time

is (hort : Let us therefore ufe the world, as not abufing it ;

Jet us poffefs our riches, places, dignities and titles, as

though we pofTefTed them not ; let us enjoy the favour of

our fuperiors, and the efteem of men, as though we en-

joyed them not ; they are only ihadows, which vanilh, and

leave us for ever ; and let us only reckon upon as real in

our whole life, the moments which we have employed for

heaven.

SERMON
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THE CERTAINTY OF A FUTURE STATE.

Matt. xxv. 46.

And theje JJiall go away into everlajiing punijhment : bvi

the righteous info life eternal.

X3ehold, to what at laft: Ihall be brought the defires, hopes,

counfels, and enterprifes of men : Behold, upon Avhat at

laft ihall fplit, the vain reflexions of fages and freethink-

ers ; the doubts and eternal uncertainties of unbelievers ;

the vaft projefts of conquerors; the monuments of human

glory; the cares of ambition; the"diftin£lion of talents;

the difquietudes of fortune ; the profperity of empires,

and all the infignificant revolutions of the earth. Such

fhall be the awful conclufion, which will unravel the myf-

teries of Providence, on the diverfe lots of the children of

Adam, and juftify its conduft in the government of the

univerfe. This life is, therefore, but a rapidinftant, and

the commencement of an eternal futurity. Torments,

without end, or the delights of an immortal felicitv, fhall

be our lot, as' well as that of all men.

Neverthelefs, the view of this grand objeft, which for-

merly had been able to ftartle the ferocity of tyrants ; to Ihakç

the fortitude of philofophcrs ; to difturb the' effeminacy

and voluptuoufnefii of Caefars; to fofien the moft barbar-

OILS
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ous nations ; to form fo many martyrs ; to people the deferts,

and to bring the whole univerfe fubmiflive to the yoke of

the crofs : This image, fo terrifying, is now almoft deftined

to alarm the timidity of merely the common people : Thefe

grand objefts are become like vulgar paintings, which we

dare no longer expofe to the falfe delicacy of the great, and

connoifleurs of the world ; and the only fruit we gene-

rally reap from this fort of difcourfes, is to make it be in-

quired, perhaps, after quitting them, whether every thing

fliall take place, as we have faid.

For, mv brethren, we live in times in which the faith of

many has been wrecked; in which a wretched philofophy,

like a mortal venom, fpreads in fecret, and undertakes to

juftify abominations and vices, againfl the belief of future

punilhment and rewards. This evil has palfed from the

palaces of the great, even to the people, and every where

the piety of the jiift is infulted by the difcourfes of irreli-

gion, and the maxims of frcethinking.

And certainly, I am not furprifed that diiïblute men

fhould doubt of a future ftate, and endeavour to combat,

or to weaken a truth, fo capable of diflurbing their crimi-

nal fenfuaiities. It is horrible to look forward to everlaft-

incv mifery. The world has no pleafure, which can endure

a thought fo fliocking ; confequently, it has ahv^ays en-

deavoured to eflaceit from the heart and mind ot man. It

well knows, that the belief of a future flate, is a trouble-

fome check on the human paffions, and that it will never

fucceed in making tranquil and refolute libertines, without

having firfl made unbelievers.

Let us deprive, then, the corruption of the human heart

of fo wretched and weak a fupport : Let us prove todiffo-

lute
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iute fouls, that they Ihall furvive their debaucheries ; that

all dies oot with the body ; that this life fhall fiaifh their

crimes, but not their mifery; and more completely to

•confound impiety, let us attack it in the vain pretexts on

which it depends.

\Jily, who knows, fay the impious, that all dies not

with us ? Is that other life, of which we are told, quite

certain ? Who has ever returned, to inform us ot it ?

^dly, Is it worthy of the majefty of God, lay they again,

to demean himfelf, by any attention to what paflTes among

men ? What matters it to him, that worms of the esrth,

like us, murder, deceive, and tear each other, live in luxury

or intemperance ? Is it not prefumptuous in man, to fup-

pofe, that an Almighty God is occupied with him ?

Lajlly^ What likelihood, add they, that God, having

made man fuch^^as he is, will punifh as crimes, inherent fl

inclinations to pleafure, which nature has given us. Be- V
hold the philofophy of the voluptuary : The uncertainty

of a future flate: The majefly of God, which a vile crea-

ture cannot offend; and the weaknefs of man, which, be-

ing born with him, he would be unjuft, of it, to conilitute

a crime.

Let us then prove, in the firft place, againft the uncer-

tainty of the impious, that the truth of a future fcate is juf-

tified by the pureft lights of reafon : Secondly, againft the

unworthy idea, grounded upon the greatr.efs of God, that

this truth is juftified by his wifdom and glory : Laflly,

againft the pretext, drawn from the weaknefs of man, that

it is juftified, even by theteftimony ot his own confcience.

The certainty of a future flate : The necclfity of a future

Vol. I. Dd aate ;
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flate : The inward acknowledgment of a future ftate :

Behold the fubje6t, and arrangement of my difcourfe.

O God ! Attend not to the infuhs, which the blafphe-

mies of impiety offer to thy glory ; regard only, and fee,

of what reafon is capable, when thy light is wichdrawn.

In the wickednefs of the human mind, behold, all the fe-

verity of thy juftice, when it abandons it, that the more I

expofe the foolifh blafphemies of the impious foul, the

more may he become in thy fight, an objeft worthy of

thy pity, and of the treafures of thine infinite mercy*

Part I. It furely is melancholy to have to juftify before

believers, the moft confolatory truth of faith : to come, to

prove to men, to whom Jefus Chrift has been declared,

that their being is not a wild affemblage, and the wretched

offspring of chance : that a wife and an Almighty artificer»

has prefided at our formation and birth ; that a fpark of

immortality animates our clay ; that a portion of us fhal!

furvive ourfelves ; and that, on quitting this earthly raan-

fion, our foul fhall return to the bofom of God, from

whence it came, and go to inhabit thé eternal region of

the living, where to each one {hall be rendered according

to his works.

It was with this truth that Paul began to announce faith,

before the Athenian judges. We are the immortal race of

God, faid he to that affembly of fagcs, and he has appoint-

ed a day to judge the univerfe. By that, the ApoflleS

fpread the firft principles of the doftrine of falvation,

through infidel and corrupted nations. But w'e, who

come after the revolution of ages, when the plenitude of

nations has entered into the Church, when the whole uni-

verfe has proteffed to believe, when all the myfleries have

been
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been cleared up, all the prophecies accompliflied, Jefus

Chrift glorified, the path of heaven laid open ; we who ap-

pear in thefe latter times, when the day of the Lord is {o

jaauçh nearer than when our fathers believed ; Alas I what

ought our miniftry to be, unlefs to difpofe believers for

that grand hope, and to inftru€l them to hold themfelves in

readieefs to appear before Jefus Chrifè, who will quickly

come : far from having ftill to combat thefe fhocking and

foolifh maxims, which the firft preaching of the gofpel had

effaced from the univerfe.

The pretended uncertainty of a future ftate, is, thenj the

grand foundation of the fecurity of unbelievers. We
know nothing, fay they, of that other world, of xvhich

you tell us fo much. None of the dead have ever return-

ed to inform us ; perhaps, there is nothing beyond the grave :

Let us enjoy, therefore, the prefent, and leave to chance a

futurity, whicheither exifts not, or is meant to be conceal-

ed from our knowledge.

Now, I fay, that this tinca*tainty is fufpicious in the

principle which produces it, foolilhin the proofs on which

it depends, and frightful in its cpnfe<|uen!ces. Refufe me
jQOt here your attention.

Sufpicious in the principle which produces it. For, how

has the uncertainty of a future ftate been formed in tlie

mind of the unbeliever ? It requires only to trace the ori-

gin of an opinion, to know whether the interefts of truth,

or the pafTions, have eftabliflied it on earth.

At his birth, the impious man bore the principles of na-

tural religion, common to all men : He found written in

his heart, a hw^ which forbade violence, injuftice, trea-

chery.
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chery, and every a6lion to another, which he would not

have done to himfelf : Education fortified thefe fentiments

of nature ; He was taught to know a God ; to love and to

fear him : Virtue was fhewn to him in the rules ; it was

rendered amiable to him in the examples ; and though,

within himfelf, he felt inclinations, in oppofition to duty,

yet, when he yielded to their feduftions, his heart fecrètly

efpoufed the caufe of virtue againfthis own weaknefs.

Thus did the impious man, at firft, live on the earth :

With the reft of mankind, he adored a Supreme Being ;

refpeQed his laws ; dreaded his chaftifements ; and expell-

ed his promifes. Whence comes it, then, that he no longer

acknowledges a God ; that crimes appear to him as human

policies: hell, a vulgar prejudice ; a future ftate, a chime-

ra ; and the foul, a fpark, which is extinguifhed with the

body ? By what exertion has he attained to the knowledge

of things fo new, and fo furpriiing ? By what means has

he fucceeded, to rid himfelf of thefe ancient prejudices, lo

rooted among men, fo confiftent with the feelings of his

heart, and the lights of reafon ? Has he fearched into, and

maturely examined them ? Has he adopted every folid pre-

caution, which an affair the moft important of life, requires ?

Has he withdrawn himfelf from the commerce of men,

in folitude, to allow leifure for refleftion and ftudy ? Has

he purified his heart, left the pafTions may have mifled

him ? What anxious attentions, and folicitude, to invefti-

gate the truth, are required, to rejeft the firft feelings which

the foul has imbibed !

Liften, my brethren, and adore the juftice of God, on

thefe corrupted hearts, whom he delivers up to the vanity

of their own judgment. In proportion as his manners be-

came diftblute, the rules have appeared fufpicious ; in

proportion



THE CERTAINTY OF A FUTURE STATE. 221

proportion as he became debafed, he has endeavoured to

perfuade himfelf, that man is like the beaft. He is become

impious, only by fhutting up every avenue which might

lead him to the truth; by no longer regarding religion as

an important concern ; by fearching into it, only for the

purpofe of difhonouring it, by blafphemies and facrilegioui

witticifms ; he is become impious, only by feekingto Heel

himfelf againft the cries of his own conicience, and deliver-

ing himfelf up to the moft infamous gratifications. It is

by that path, that he has attained to the wonderful and fub-

lime fcience of unbelief : It is to thefe grand efforts, that

he owes the difcovery of a truth, of which the reft of

men before him, had either been ignorant, or detefled.

Behold the fource of unbelief; the corruption of the

heart. Yes, my brethren, find me, if you can, men wife

temperate, pure, regular, and lovers of truth, who believe

not a God, who look forward to no future ftate, who look

upon adulteries, abominations, and incefts, as the inclina-

tions and innocent paflimes of nature. If the world has

feen impious charafters, who bore the femblance of wif-

dom and temperance, it was either that they better conceal-

ed their irregularities, in order to give more credit to their

impiety, or the fatiety of pleafures, which had brought

them to that feigned temperance : Debauchery had been

the original fource of their irreligion ; their hearts were

corrupted, before their faith was wrecked ; they had an

intereft to believe that all dies with the bod)% before they

fucceeded in perfuading themfelves of it ; and a long indul-

gence of luxury, had fujly difgufled them with guilt, but

had not rendered virtue more amiable to them.

What confolation for us, who believe, that we muft firft

renounce probity, modefly, manners, and all the feelings

of
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of humanity, before we can renounce faith, and to be Ji»

longer Chriftian, muft firil ceafe to be man !

Behold then, the uncertainty of the impious, already

fufpicious in its principle ; but fecondly, it is foolift ia

the proofs on which it depends.

For furely, very decifive and convincing proofs muft be

required to make us efpoufe the caufe oi unbelief, and to

render us tranquil, on what we are told of an eternal ftate

to come. It is not natural, that man would hazard an in-

tereft To ferious as that of eternity, on light and frivolous

proofs, flill lefs fo, that he would thereon abandon the ge-

neral opinion, the belief of his fathers, the religion of all

ages, the agreement of all nations, and the prejudices of

his education, had he not, as it were, been forced to it,

by the evidence of the truth. Unlefs abfolutely convin-

ced that all dies with the body, nothing can bear a compa-

rifon with the madnefs and folly of the unbeliever. Now^

is he completely convinced ? What are the grand reafons

which have determined him to adopt this vile caufe ? We
^now not, fays he, what happens in that other world of

which you tell us ; the good die equally as the wicjced ;

Snan as the beaft ; and no one returns, to fay which was in

the error- Prefs him a little further, and you will be fhock-

ed to fee the weaknefs of unbelief; vague difcourfes,

hackneyed fufpicions, eveiiafting uncertainties, and chi-

inerical fuppofitions, on which nobody in their fenfes,

would wifh to rifle the happinefs, or difquiet of a Cngle day,

and upon which he, however, hazards an eternity.

Behold the infurmountable proofs which the freethinker

oppofes to the belief of the univerie ; behold that evidence,

which, in his mind, prevails over all that is moll clear,

and
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and mofl eftabliihed on the earth. We know nothing of

what pafTes in that other world of which you tell us,

O man ! open here thine eyes. A fingle doubt is fufficient

to render thee impious, and all the proofs of religion are

too weak to make thee a believer. Thy mind hefitates to

believe in a future ftate, and, in the mean time, thou liveft

as though there were none. The only foundation thou

haft, for thine opinion, is thine uncertainty, and thou re-

proachefl: to us^ that faith is a vulgar credulity !

But I aflc, on which fide here is credulity ? Is it on that

of the freethinker, or the believer ? The latter believes in

a future ftate, on the authority of the divine writings, that

is to fay, the book, without contradiftion, which moft

deferves belief ; on the depoutionof hoIymen,thatis to fay,

juft, pure, and miraculous charafters, who have Ihed their

blood to render glory to the truth, and to that dotirine» of

which the converfion of the univerfe has rendered a tefti-

mony, that to the end of ages, Ihall rife up againft the im-

pious ; on the accomplifhment of the prophecies, that is

to fay, the only charafler of truth, which the impoftor can-

not imitate ; on the tradition of all ages, that is to fay, on

fafts, which, fince the creation of the world, have appear-

ed certain, to all the greateft characters, the moft acknow-

ledged juft men, the wifeft and moft civilized nations, the

univerfe could ever boaft of ; in a word, on proofs at leaft

probable. The freethinker denies a futurity on a fimpîe

doubt, a mere fufpicion. Who knows it fays he; who

has returned from it ? He has no argument, either folid or

decifive, to overturn the truth of a future ftate. For let

him avow it, and then will we fubmit. He only miftrufts

that there be any thing after this life, and upon that he be-

lieves that all di^s with him.

Now
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Now I demand, which here is the credulous ? Is it he,

who, in fupport of his beHet, has whatever is probable

among men, and moft calculated to make impreflion on

reafon ; or him who is refolved to deny a future ftate, on

the weaknefs of a fimple doubt ? Neverthelefs, the free-

thinker imagines that he exerts his reafon more than the

believer ; he looks down upon us, as weak and credulous

men ; and he confiders himfeli as a fuperior genius, exalt-

ed above all vulgar prejudices, and whom reafon alone,

and not the public opinion, determines. O God! How
terrible art thou, when thou delivereft up a finner to his

own infatuation ; and how well thou knoweft to draw glory

to thyfelf, even from the efforts which thine enemies make

to oppofe it.

But I go ftill further. When, even in the doubt, formed

by the unbeliever, of a future ftate, the arguments fhould

be equal, and the trifling uncertainties, which render him in-

credulous, fhould balance the folid and evident truths which

promife immortality to us ; I fay, that even in an equality

of proofs, he at leaft ought to wifh, that the opinion of

faith, with regara to the nature of our foul, were true ; an

opinion which is fo honourable to man ; which tells him,

that his origin is celeftial, and his hopes eternal ; he ought

to wifh, that the do6lrineof impiety were falfe ; a doftrine

fo melancholy, fo humiliating to man ; which confounds

him with the beafl ; which makes him live only for the

body
;
give him neither purpofe, deftination, nor hope ;

and limits his lot to a fmall number of rapid, reftlefs, and

forrowful days, which he paffes on the earth : All things

equal, a reafon born with any degree of elevation, would

prefer being deceived by what is honourable toitfelf, rather

than adopt a fide fo difgraceful to its being. What a foul,

then, muft the unbeliever have received from nature, to

prefer,
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prefer, in fo great an inequality of proofs, the belief, that

he is created only for this earth, and favourable to regard

bimfelf as a vile aiïemblagc of dirt, and the companion o£

the ox and bull ! What do I fay ? What a monfter in the

univerfe muftbe the unbeliever, who niiftrufls the general

belief, only becaufe it is too glorious for his nature ; and

believes, that the vanity of men has alone introduced it on

the earth, and has perfuaded them that they are immortal.

But no, my brethren ! Thefe men of flefh and blood,

with reafon, rejeft the honour which religion does to their

nature, and perfuade themfelves, that their foul is merely

of earth, and that all dies with the body. Senfual, difTo-

kite, and effeminate men, who have no other check than a

brutal inflinft ; no other rule, than the vehemence of their

defires ; no other occupation, than to awaken, by ntw ar-

tifices, the cupidity already fatiated ; men of that chara6ler

can have little difficulty to believe, that no principle of fpi-

ritual life exifts within them ; that the body is their only be-

ing; and, as they imitate the manners of beaits, they are

pardonable in attributing to themfelves the fame nature.

But let them not judge of all men by themfelves ; there are

flill on the earth, chafte, pure, and temperate fouls ; let

them not afcribe to nature, the ffiameful tendencies of their

own mind ; let them not degrade humanity in general, be-

caufe they have unworthily debafed themfelves ; let them

feek out among men, fuch as themfelves ; and finding that

they are almoft fingle in the univerfe, they (hall then fee

that they are rather monfters, than the ordinary produ61ions

of nature.

Befides, not only is the freethinker foolifh, becaufe^

that even in an equality of proofs, his heart and glory

fhould decide bini in favour of faith, but likewife his own

Vol, I. E e intercft :
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intereft : For, as I have already faid, What does he rifle by

believing ? What difagreeable confequence will follow his

miftake ? He will live with honour, probity, and inno-

cence ; he will be mild affable, juft, fincere, religious, a

generous friend, a faithful hufband, and an equitable maf-

ter ; he will moderate his paffions, which would otherwife

have occafioned all the misfortunes of his life ; he will abftain

from pleafuresand exceffes, which would have prepared for

him a painful and premature old age, or a deranged fortune ;

he will enjoy the charaQer of a virtuous man, and the

efteem of mankind :—Behold what he rifks. When all

fhould even finifh with this life, that furcly is ftill the way

to pafs it with happinefs and tranquillity ; fuch is the only

inconveniency I can find. If no eternal recompenfe fhall

follow, what will he have loll by expefling it ? He haslofl

fome fenfualand momentary gratifications which would foon

have either fatigued him by the difguft which always follows

their enjoyment, or tyrannifed over him, by the new defires

they light up : He has loll the wretched fatistaftion ot be-

ing, for the inflant he appeared on the earth, cruel, un-

natural, voluptuous, vvithout faith, morals, or conftancy,

perhaps defpifed anddifgraced in the midfl of his own peo-

ple. I can fee no other misfortune ; he finks back to his

original non-exiftence, and his error has no other confe-

quence.

But if there is a future ftate; fhould he deceive himfelf

in reje£ling faiih, what does he not rifk ? The lofs of

eternal riches ; the pofTelTion of thy glory, O my God !

which would for ever have rendered him happy. But even

that is only the commencement of his mifery ; he goes to

experience punifliment without end or meafure, an eternity

ol horror and wrath. Now, compare thefe two delh'nies :

What party here will the freethinker adopt ? Will he rifle

the
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the fhort duration of his days, or a whole eternity ? Will

he hold by the prefent, which muft finifh to-morrow, and

in which he even cannot be happy ? Will he tremble at a

futurity, which has no other limits than eternity, and can

never finifh but with God himfelf ! Where is the prudent

man, who, in an uncertainty even equal, durft here bal-

ance ? And what name fhall we give to the unbeliever,

who, with nothing in his favour but frivolous doubts, while

on the fide of truth, beholding the authority, example,

prefcription, proof, and voice of all ages, the entire world,

fingly adopts the wretched caufe of unbelief; dies tranquil,

as though he were no longer to have exiftence ; leaves his

eternal deftiny in the hands of chance, and carelefsly pre-

pares to encounter fo awful a fcene. O God ! Is this a

man conduced by cool reafon ; or, is it a madman, who

looks forward to no refource but defpair ? The uncertainty

of the freethinker is therefore foolifh, in the proofs on

which he depends.

But laftly, it is flill more dreadful in its confequences.

And here, my brethren, allow me to lay afide the deep

reafonings of erudition and do£l:rine ; I wifh to fpeak only

to the confcience of the unbeliever, and to confine my-

felf to the proofs which his own feelings acknowledge.

Now, if all fhall finifh with us, if man have nothing to

expeft after this life, and that here is our country, our ori-

gin, and the only happinefs we can promife ourfelves, why

are we not happy ? If only created for the pleafures of the

fenfes, why are they unable to fatisfy us ; and why do they

always leave a fund of wearinefs and forrow in the heart ?

If man have nothing fuperior to the beafl, why, like it, do

not his days flow on without care, uneaOnefs, difgufl, or

forrow, ia fenfual and carnal enjoyments ? If man have no.

other
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Other lelicity to cxpeft, than merely a temporal happinefs,

why is he unable to find it on the earth ? Whence comes it,

that riches ferve only to render him uneafy ; that honours fa*

tiguehim ; that pleafures exhauft him ; that the fciences, far

from fatisfying, confound and irritate his euriofity ; that

reputation conllrains and embarrafles him ; that all thefe,

united, cannot fill the immenfity of his heart, and ftill

leave him fomething to wifh for ? All other beings, con-

tented with their lot, appear happy in their way, in the fitu-

ation the Author of Nature has placed them ; the liars,

tranquil in the firmament, quit not their llation to illumi-

nate another world ; the earth, regular in its movements,

Ihoots not upwards to occupy their place ; the animals crawl

in the fields, without envying the lot of man, who inhab-

its cities and fumptuous palaces ; the birds carol in the air,

"without troubling themfelves, whether there be happier

creatures in the earth than themfelves ; all are happy as I

may fay ; every thing in nature is in its place : Man alone

is uneafy and difcontented ; man alone is a prey to his de-

fires, allows himfelf to be torn by fears, finds his punifh-

ment in his hopes, and becomes gloomy and unhappy in

the raidft even of his pleafures : Man alone can meet with

nothing here to fix bis heart.

Whence comes this, O man ? Mud it not be, that here

thou art not in thy place ; that thou art made for heaven ;

that thy heart is greater than the world ; that the earth is not

thy country; and that whatever is not God, is nothing to

thee? Anfwer, if thou can, or rather queftion thy heart»

and thou wilt believe.

udly, If all die with the body, v/ho has been able to per-

fuade all men, ot every age, and of every country, that their

foul was immortal ? From whence has tliis Urange idea of

immortality
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jmraortallty defcended to the human race ? How could an

opinion, fo diftant from the nature of man, were he born

only for the lunftions of the fenfes, have pervaded the

earth : For if man, hke the beaff, be created only for the

prefent, nothing ought to be more incomprehenfible to him,

than even the idea of immortality. Could machines of

clay, whofe only obje6l fhould be a fenfual happinefs, have

ever been able to form, or to find in themfelves, an opi-

nion fo exalted, an idea fo lublime ? Ncverthelefs, this opi-

nion, fo extraordinary, is become that of all men ; this

opinion, fo oppofite even to the fenfes, fince man, like

the beaft, dies wholly, in our fight, is eftabiifhed on the

earth; this opinion, which ought not to have even found

an inventor in the univerfe, has been received with an

univerfal docility of belief, araongft all nations ; the moft

favage, as the moft cultivated; the moftpolifhed, as the moft

brutal ; the moft incredulous, as the moft fubmiffive to

faith.

For, go back to the beginning of ages, examine all na-

tions, read the hiftory ot kingdoms and empires, liften to

thofe who return from the moft diftant ifles ; the immortali-

ty of the foul has always been, and ftill is, the belief of

every people on the face of the earth. The knowledge of

one God may have been obliterated ; his glory, power,

and immenfity, may have been effaced, as I may fay, from

the hearts and minds of men ; obftinate and favage nations

may ftill live without worfliip, religion, or God, in this

world ; but they all look forward to a future ftate ; nothing

has ever been able to eradicate the opinion of the immortality

ot the foul ; they all figure to themfelves a region, v/hich our

fouls Oiall inhabit after death ; and in forgetting God, they

have never difcarded the idea of that provifion for them-

felves.

Now,
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Now, whence comes it, that men fo different in their

difpofitions, worfhip, country, opinions, interefts, and

even figure, that fcarcely do they feem of the fame fpe-

cies with each other^ unanimoufly agree, however, on this

point, and expeft immortality ? There is no collufion here ;

for how is it poflible to affemble together men of all coun-

tries and ages? It is not a prejudice of education; for

manners, habits, and worfhip, which are generally the

confequences of prejudices, are not the fame among all

nations; the opinion of immortality is common to all. It

is not a fe£l ; for befides that it is the univerfal religion of

the world, that tenet has had neither head nor proteftor:

Men have adopted it themfelves, or rather nature has taught

them to know it, without the affiftance of teachers ; and

fmce the beginning of things, it alone has paffed from fa-

ther to fon, and has been always received as an indifputa-

ble truth. O thou ! who believeft thyfelf to be only a

mafs of clay, quit the world, where thou findeft thyfelf

fingle in belief ; go, and in other regions fearchfor men of

another fpecies, and fimilar to the beaft ; or rather, be

ftruck with horror, to find thyfelf fingle, as it were, in the

univerfe, in revolt againft nature, and difavowing thine

own heart, and acknowledge, in an opinion common to all

men, the general impreflion of the Author, who has torraed

them all.

Lajlly, and with this proof I conclude : The univerfaJ

fellowfhip of men, the laws which unite one to the other,

the moft facred and inviolable duties of civil life, are all

founded only on the certainty of a future flate. Thus, if

all die with the body, the univerfe muft adopt other laws,

manners, and habits, and a total change muft take place in

every thing. If all die with the body, the maxims of

equity, friendlhip, honour good faith and gratitude, are

only
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only popular errors ; fince we owe nothing to men, who are

nothing to us, to whom no general bond of worfhip and

hope unites us, who will to-morrow fink back to their origi-

nal non-entity, and who are already no more. If all die

with us, the tender names of child, parent, father, friend,

and hufband, are merely theatrical appellations, and a

mockery ; fince triendfhip, even that fpringing from vir-

tue, is no longer a lafting tie; fince our fathers, who pre-

ceded us, are no more ; fince our children fliall not fucceed

us ; for the non-entity in which we muft one day be has no

confequence; fince the facred fociety of marriage is only

a brutal union, from which, by a ftrange and fortuitous

concurrence, proceed beings who refemble us, but who

have nothing in common with us but their non-eutity.

What more fhall I add ? If all dies with us, domellic

annals, and the train of our anceftors, are only a colleftion

of chimeras ; fince we have no forelathers, and fhall have

no defcendants, anxieties for a name and pofterity are

therefore ridiculous ; the honours v/e render to the mem-

mory of illuftrious men, a childifh error, fince it is abfurd

to honour what has no exiftence ; the facred refpeft we pay

to the habitations of the dead, a vulgar illufion ; the afhes

of our fathers and friends, a vile duft which we fhould

cafl to the winds, as belonging to no perfon ; the laft

wifhes of the dying, fo facred amongft even the moll bar-

barous nations, the laft found of a machine which crum-

bles in pieces ; and, to comprife all in a word, if all die

with us, the laws are then a foolilh fubjeflion ; kings and

rulers phantoms, whom the imbecility of the people has

exalted
; juftice, and ufurpation on the liberties ot men ;

the law of marriage a vain fcruple ; modclly, a prejudice;

honour and probity, chimeras; inceOs, parricides, and the

bhckcft
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blackeft villainies, paflimes of nature, and names which

the policy of legiflators has invented.

Behold, to what the fuBh'me philofophy of the free-

thinker amounts ; behold, that force of argument, that

reafon, and that wifdom, which they are continually vaunt-

ing to us. Agree to their maxims, and the entire uni-

verfe fmks back to a frightful chaos ; all is over-

turned on the earth ; all ideas of virtue and vice are reverf-

ed, and the moft inviolable laws of fociety vanifh ; the in-

ftitution of morals perifhes ; the government of ftates and

empires is without direflion ; all harmony in the body-

politic, falls. The human fpecies is only an afTemblage of

fools, barbarians, voluptuaries, madmen, and villains, who

own no law but force ; no other check than their paiTions,

and the terror of authority ; no other bond than impiety

and independence ; and no other God than themfelves.

Behold the world of the freethinker ; and if this hideous

plan of a republic pleafes you, conflitute, if you can, a

fociety of thefe monflers. The only thing which remains

for us to fay, is, that you arc fully qualified to occupy a

place in it.

How worthy then, of man, to look forward to an eter-

nal dclliny ; to regulate his manners by the law ; and to

live, as having one day to render account of his aftions be-

fore Him, who fliall weigh us all in the balance !

The uncertainty of the believer is then fufpicious in its

principle, toolilh in its proofs, and horrible in its confe-

quenccs. But after having fhewn you, that nothing can be

more repugnant to found reafon, than the doubt which he

entertains of a future Hate, let us completely confound his

pretexts, and prove, that nothing is more oppofite to the

con-
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idea of a wife God, and to the opinion of his own con-

fcience.

Part II. It is no doubt aftonifhing, that the freethinker

fhould feek, even in the greatnefs ot God, a fhelter to his

crimes; and that, finding nothing within himfelf to juftify

the horrors of his foul, he can expeft to find, in the awful

Majefty of the Supreme Being, an indulgence, which he

cannot find even in the corruption of his own heart.

Indeed, fays the unbeliever, Is it worthy the greatnefs of

God, to pay attention to what pafTes among men; to calcu-

late their virtues or vices ; to ftudy even their thoughts,

and their trifling and endlefs defires ? Men, worms o£

the earth, who fink into nothing before the Majefty of his

looks, are they worthy his attentive infpeélion ? And is

it not degrading a God, whom we are taught to believe fo

great, to give to him an employment, by which even man

would be dilhonoured ?

But, before I make you fenfibleof the whole abfurdityoi

this blafphemy, I beg you will obferve, that it is the free-

thinker himfelf who thus degrades the Majefty of God,

and brings him to a level with man. For, has the Al-

mighty occafion narrowly to obferve men, in order to

know every thought and deed ? Are cares and attentions ne-

ceflary ior Him, to fee what pafTes on the earth ? Is it not

in Him, that we are, that we live, that we a6l ? And can

we Ihun his looks, or can he even avert them from our

crimes? What folly, then, in the freethinker, to fuppofe,

that it requires care and obfervation from the Divinity, if

he wifhes to remark what pafTes on the earth ! His only em-

ployment is to know and enjoy himfelf.

Vol. I. Ff This
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This refleflion admitted : I anfwer, in the firft place, If

it become the greatnefs of God to leave good and evil with-

out punifhment or reward, it is then equally indifferent,

whether we be juft, fincere, friendly and charitable, or

cruel, deceitful, perfidious and unnatural : God confe-

quently does not love virtue, modelly, reftitude, religion,

more than debauchery, perjury, impiety, and villainy ;

fince the juft and the impious, the pure and the impure,

fhall experience the fame lot, and an eternal annihilation

equally awaits them all in the grave.

What do I fay ? God even fecms to declare in favour of

the impious here againft the juft. He exalts him like the

cedar of Lebanon ; loads him with riches and honours ;

gratifies his defires, and alTifts his projeéls ; for the impious

are in general the profperous on the earth. On the contra-

ry. He fecms to neglcft the upright man ; He humbles,

afHiffs, and delivers him up to the falfity and power of his

enemies; for difgracc and afîliftion are the common por-

tion of the good below. What a monfter of a Supreme

Being, if all muft finifh with man, and if neither miferies

nor rewards, except thofe in this life, are to be expe6led ! Is

He, then, the proteftor of adulteries, profanations and

the moft fhocking crimes, the perfecutor of innocence,

modefty, piety, and all the pureft virtues ? Are his favours

the price of guilt, and his punifhments the recompenfe of

virtue ? What a God of darknefs, imbecility, confufion,

and iniquity, does the freethinker form to himfelf !

What, my brethren ! It would become His greatnefs to

leave the world he has created, in a general confufion; to

fee the wicked almoft always prevail over the upright ; the

innocent crufhed by the ufurper ; the father, the vi£lim of

an ambitious and unnatural fon ? from the height of his

greatnefs,
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greatnefs, God would amufe himfeli with thefe horrible

tranfaftions, without any intereft in their cominiflion ? Be-

caufe He is great, he Ihould be either weak, unjuft, or

cruel ? Becaufe men are infignificant, they fhould have the

privilege of being difToIute without guilt, or virtuous with-

out merit ?

O God ! IF fuch be the charafter ot thy Supreme Be*

ing : If it be Thee whom we adore, under fuch fliocking

ideas, I know Thee no more, then, as my heavenly Father,

my proteftor, the confoler ot my fufTerings, the fupport of

my weaknefs, and the rewarder of my fidelity ? Thou art

then only an indolent and capricious tyrant, who facrificeft

all men to thy vain pride, and haft drawn them from no-

thing, only to ferve as the fport of thy leifure or caprice !

For, laftly, If there he no future ftate, what de fign wor-

thy of his wifdom, could God have propofed, in creating

man? What, in forming them, He had no other view,

tlian in forming the beaft? Man, that being fo noble, who

is capable of luch fublime thoughts, fuch vaft defires, and

fuch grand fentiments ; fufceptibleof love, truth, andjuf-

tice : Man, of all creatures, alone worthy of agreatdefti-

nation, that of knowing and loving the Author of his be-

ing ; that man fhould be made only for the earth, to pafs

a fmall portion of days, like the beaft, in trifling employ-

ments, or fenfual gratifications ; he fhould fulfil his purpofe,

by afting fo rifible and fo pitiable a part ; and afterwards,

fhould fink back to non-entity, without any other ufc hav-

ing been made of that vaft mind, and elevated heart,

which the Author ot his being had given him ? O God !

where would here be thy wifdom, to have made fo grand a

work, for the duration only of a moment ; to have exhibi-

ted men upon the earth, only as the playful effays of thy

power I
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power ; or to amufe thy leifure, by a variety of fhews !

The Deity of the freethinker, is not grand, therefore, but

becaufe he is more unjuft, capricious, and defpicable

than men ? Purfue ihefe reflexions, and fupport, if you

on, all the extravagance of their folly.

How, worthy, then, oi God, my brethren, to watch

•over the univerfe ; to conduftman, whom he has created, by

the laws of juflice, truth, charity, and innocence; to make

virtue and reafon the bond of union, and the foundation

of human fociety ! How worthy of God, to love in his

creatures, thofe virtues which render himfelf amiable ; to

hate the vices, which disfigure in them his image ; not to

confound for ever, the jufl with the impious; to render

happy, with himfelf, thofe fouls, who have lived only for

him ; and to deliver up to their own mifery, thofe who be-

lieved they had found a happinefs independent of him !

Behold the God of the Chriflians ; behold, that wife, juft,

and Holy Deity, whom we adore ; and the advantage we

have over the freethinker is, that ours is the God of an in-

nocent and pure heart ; the God, whom all creatures mani-

feft to us ; whom all ages have invoked ; whom the fages,

even of Paganifm, have acknowledged ; and of whom,

nature has deeply engraven the idea on the very foundation

of our being !

But, fmce God is fo juft, ought he to punilh as crimes,

inclinations for pleafure, born with us ; nay, which he

alone has given us ? Laft blafphcray of impiety, and laft

part of this Difcourfe : I (hall abridge it, and conclude.

But, in the firft place, Be whom you may, who hold

this abfurd language, if you pretend to juûify all your ac-

tions.
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tions, by the inclinations whic!h induce you to them ; if,

whatever vfe wi(h, become legitimate ; ii' our defires

^ouglit to be the only regulation of our duties ; on that

principle, you have only to regard with an envious eye,

the fortune of your brother, to acquire a right to defpoil

him of it ; his wife, with a corrupted heart, tobeauthorif-

cd to violate the fanftity of the nuptial bed, in oppofition

to the moft facred rights of fociety and nature. You have

only to fufpeft, or diflike an opponent, to become entitled

to deftroy him ; to bear, v/ith impatience, the authority of

a father, or the feverity of a mafter ; to imbrue your hands

'in their blood : In a word, you have only to bear within

you the impreiïions of every vice, to be permitted the

gratification of all ; and as each finds the fatal feeds in

-himfelf, none would be exempted from this horrible privi-

lege. It is neceflary, therefore, that man conduft himfelf

by other laws than his inclinations, and another rule than

his defires.

Even the Pagan ages acknowledged the neceflity of a

philofophy, that is to fay, of a light fuperior to the fenfes,

•which regulated their praftice, and make reafon a check

to the human pafTions.

Nature alone led them to this truth ; and taught them,

that bhnd inftinft ought not to be the fole guide of the ac-

tions of men : This inftinft, therefore, either is not the

original inftitution of nature, or it mull be a corruption

of it ; fince all the law-s, ever framed on the earth, have

avowedly been made to reftrain it ; that all thofe, who, in

every age, have borne the characier of wife and virtuous,

have rejefled its impreffions ; that, amongft all nations,

thofe infamous individuals, who yielded themfelves up,

without referve or fhame, to brutal fenfuality, have been

always
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always confidered as monflers, and the difgrace of humaw

nity ; and the maxim once eftabliihed, that our inclinations

and defines cannot be confidered as crimes, fociety can no

longer exift ; men muft feparate to be in fafety, muft bury

ihemfelves in the torefls, and live folitary like the beafts.

Befides, let us render juftice to men, or rather to the

Author, who has formed us. If we find within us inclina-

tions to vice and voluptuoufnefs, do we not alfo find fenti-

ments of virtue, modefty, and innocence. If the law of

the members drag us towards thepleafures of the fenfes, do

we not alfo bear, written in our hearts, another law, which

Tccals us to chaftity and temperance ? Now, betwixt thefe

two tendencies, why does the freethinker decide, that the

inclination which impels us towards the fenfes is moll con-

formable to the nature of man ? Is it, from being the moft

violent ? But its violence alone is a proof ot its diforder ;

and whatever comes from nature ought to be more mode-

rate. Is it, from being the Itrongeft ? But there are juft

and believing fouls, in whom it is always fubjeft to reafon.

Is it, from being more agreeable ? But a fure proof, that

this pleafure is not made to render man happy, is, that dif-

guft immediately follows it ; and likewife, that to the good,

virtue has a thoufand times more charms than vice. Laftly,

is it, from being more worthy of man ? You dare not fay

fo, fince it is through it that he confounds himfelf with the

beaft. Why then do you decide in favour ot the fenfes,

againft reafon ; and infift, that it is more conformable to

man, to live like the beaft, than to be a reafonable being ?

Laftly, were all men corrupted ; and, like the animals

not gifted with reafon, did they blindly yield themfelves up

to their brutal inftinft, and to the empire of the fenfes

and paflions ; you then, perhaps, might have reafon to

fay, (-
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fey, that thefe are inclinations infeparable from nature,

and, in example, find a fort of excufe for your excefTes.

But look around you : Do you no longer find any upright

charafters on the earth ? There is no queftion here ot thofe

vain difcourfes you fo frequently hold againft piety, and

of which you feel yourfelves the injuftice : Speak candidly,

and render glory to the truth. Are there no longer chafte,

faithful, and righteous fouls, who live in the fear of the

Lord, and in theobfervance of his holy law ?

Whence comes it, then, that you have not the fame em-

pire over your paffions enjoyed by thefe jufl. men ? Have
they not inherited from Nature the fame inclinations ? Do
the objeffs of the paflions not awaken, in their hearts, the

fame fenfations as in yours ? Do they not bear within them

the fources of the fame troubles ? What have thejuft, fu-

perior to you, but that command over themfelves, and fideli-

ty, of which you are deltitute ?

O man ! Thou imputell to God a weaknefs, which is the

work of thine own diforders ! Thou accufell the Author

of Nature ot the irregularities of thy will ; it is not enough

to offend him, thou wifiieft to make him refponfible for thy

deeds ; and pretendeft, that the fruit of thy crimes be-

comes the title of thine innocence ! With what chimeras is

a corrupted heart not capable of feeding its delufion, in or-

der to jullify to itfelf thefhame and infamy oi its vices !

God is then jufl, my brethren, when he punifheth the

tranfgrefTions of his law. And let not the freethinker here

fay to himfelf, that the recompenfe of the jufl fliall then be

refurreftion to eternal life; and the punifliment ot the fin-

ner, the everlafling annihilation of his foul : for behold the

iaft refource of impiety.

But
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But, what punifliment would it be to the freethinker to

exift no more ? He wifhes that annihilation ; he looks for-

ward to it, as his fweeteft hope : Amidft his pleafures, he

Jives tranquil, only in that expeftation. What! Thejuft

God would punifh a (inner, by according him a deftiny to

the fummit of his wifhes. Ah ! It is not thus that God-

punifneth. For, what would the freethinker find fo (hock-

ing inareturn to non-entity ? Would it be, in the depriva-

tion of his God ? But he loves him not ; be knows him

not ; he defires no communication with him : for his only

God is himfelf. Would it be to exift no more ? But

what could be more defirable to a monfter, who knows,

that, beyond the term of his crimes, he cannot live but in

fufFerance, and in the expiation of the horrors of an infa-

mous life ? Would it be, by having for ever loft the worldly

pleafures he enjoyed, and the different objefts ot his paf-

fions ? But when he exifts no more, the love of thefe muft

equally be extinguished. A more defirable fate cannot

therefore be pointed out to the freethinker. It indeed

would be the happy conclu(ion of all bis exceflTes, horrors,

aindblafphemies.

No, my brethren ! The hopes of the freethinker, but

not his crimes, (hall perifli : his torments (hall be as eter-

nal as his debaucheries would have been, had he been maf-

ter of his own deftiny. He would willingly have eternized

himfelf on the earth, in the praftice of every fenfual vice.

Death has bounded his crimes, but has not limited his crimi-

nal defires. Thejuft and upright Judge, who fathoms the

heart, will therefore proportion the punifhment to the

guih.

What are we to conclude from this Difcourfe ? That the

freethinker is to be pitied, for grounding the only confola-

tion
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almofl; all men are furprifed by death ; all fee it approach,

while they believe it yet at a diftance ; all fay to themfelves,

like the foolifh man in the gofpel, " Why Ihould I be

'* afraid ; I have many years yet to come ?" In this manner

have you feen depart, your relations, friends, and almofl

all thofe whofe death you have witnefled ; every inflance

furprifed you
;
you expefted it not fo foon ; and you en-

deavoured to account for it by human reafons ; fuch as the

imprudence of the patient, or the want of proper advice

and medicines ; but the only and true reafon is, that the

hour of the Lord always takes us by furprife.

The earth is like a vafl: field of battle, where we are eve-

ry day engaged with the enemy
; you have happily efcaped

to-day ; but you have witnefTed the fall of many, who
like you, expefted to furvive; to-morrow you again muil

enter the lifts ; and v/ho has told you that fortune, fo ca-

pricious with regard to others, to you alone will continue

favourable ? And fince you at laft mufl perifh there, are.

you prudent in building a fixed and permanent habitation,

on the very fpot, perhaps, intended for your tomb ? Place

yourfelves in any pofhble fituation, thei-e is not a moment

but may be your lafl, and has aftually been fo to fome

of your brethren; no brilliant aflion, but may terminate

in the eternal fhades of the grave ; and Herod is flruck in

the midfl of the fervile and foolifh applaufes of his people:

No day fet apart for the folemn difplay of worldly magnifi-

cence, but may conclude with your funeral pomp ; and

Jezebel was precipitated tlie very day fhe had cliofen to

fhowherfelf in her greatcft pride and oflentation, from the

windows of her palace : No feftival, but may be the feaft

of death ; and Belfhazar expired in the midfl of a fumptu-

ous banquet. No repofe, but may condu£l you to an

everlafling fleep : and Holofcrnes, in the heart of his army,

Vol.. I. H h and
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and conqueror oF fa many kingdoms and provinces, fell

under the.flroke of a fimple Jewifll woman : No difeafe,

but may be the fatal term ot your courfe ; and every day

you fee the flighteft complaints decieve the opinions of the

moft fkilful, and the expeftations of the patient, and al-

moft in an inftant take the turn oi death : In a word, fi-

gure yourfelves in any poffible flage or flation of life, and

with difficulty can you number thofe who have been fur-

prifed in a fimilar fituation ; and what right have you to

expe6l:, that you alone fhall be exempted from a lot com-

mon to all ? You allow, you confefs this : but thefe con-

lefTions are merely words of courfe, and are never follow-

ed by a fingle precaution, to fecure you from the danger.

2dly, Did this uncertainty turn only on the hour, the

place, or the manner of your death, it would appear lefs

(hocking : for, after all, fays a Holy Father, what matters

it to a Chriflian, whether he /hall expire in the midfl of his

connexions, or in the country of ftrangers ; in the bed of

forrow, or the abyfs of the waves
;
provided he dies in

piety and righteoufnefs ? But what renders this terrible, is,

the uncertainty, whether you fhall die in the Lord, or in

fm ; that you Ihall know not what will be your lot in that

other region, where conditions change no more ; into

whofe hands, at its departure from the body, your foul

trembling, a flranger and alone, fhall fall : whether it fhall

be furrounded with light, and carried to the foot of the

throne on the wings of bleffed and happy fpirits, or enve-

loped in darknefs, and caft headlong into the gulf : You
hang betwixt thefe two eternities : You know not to

which you fhall be attached : Death alone will difclofe the

fecret ; and in this uncertainty, you remain tranquil, and

indolently wait its approach, as though it were a matter of

no importance to you, nor to determine your eternal hap-

pinefs
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pinefs or mifery ? Ah ! my brethren, were it even true,

that all ends with us, the impious man would fliil be foolifh

in Xaying, " Let us think not on death ; let us eat and

" drink, for to-morrow we die :" The more he found life

agreeable, the more reafon would he have to be afraid ot

death, which to him would however be only a celTation ot

exiftence. But we, to whom faith opens profpefts of

punifhment, or eternal rewards, beyond the grave ; we

who mufl reach the gates ot death, If ill uncertain of this

dreadful alternative, is there not a folly, What do I fay ?

a madnefs (not to befure in profeffingthefentiments of the

impious, " Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die),''

in living as though we thought like him ! Is it pofTible we

can remain a fingle inflant unoccupied with that decifive

moment, and without allaying, by the precautions of faith,

that trouble and dread into which this uncertainty muft

call a foul, who has not yet renounced his eternal hopes ?

3d?/y, In all other uncertainties, the number of thofe

who (hare the fame danger, may infpire us with confidence
;

or refources, with which we flatter ourfelves, may leave us

more tranquil ; or, even at the worff, the difappointment

becomes a lefTon, which teaches us, to our cofl, to be more

guarded in future : But, in the dreadful uncertainty in

queflion, the number of thofe who run the fame rifk can

diminifh nothing from our danger ; all the refources with

which we may flatter ourfelves on the bed of deatb, are, in

general, merely illufive ; and religion itfelf, which furnifhes

them, dare ground but fmall hopes on them : In' a word,

the miftake is irremediable ; we die only once, and our

paft tolly can no more ferve as a lefTon to guard us from

future error. Our misfortune, indeed, opens our ejcs
;

but thefe new lights, which diflipate our blindnefs, become

ufelefs, by the immutability of our flate, and are rather a

cruel
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cruel knowledge of our mifery, which prepares to tear us

with eternal remorfe, and to occafion the moft grievous

portion of our punifhment, than wife refleftions which

may lead us to repentance.

Upon what, then, can you juftify this profound and in-

coniprehenfible negleft of your lafl day, in which you live i*

On youth, which may feem to promife you many years

yet to come ?

Youth ! But the fon of the widow of Nairn was young :

.Does death refpeft ages or rank ? Youth ! But that is ex-

aftly what makes me tremble tor you ; licentious manners,

pleafures to excefs, extravagant pallions, ambitious de-

flres, the dangers of war, thirfl for renown, and the Tal-

lies of revenge : Is it not during the purfuit, or gratifica-

tion of fome one of thefe partions, that the majority of

men finilh their career ? Adonias, but for his debaucheries,

might have lived to a good old age ; Abfalom, but for his

ambition ; the king of Sachem's fon, but for his love of

Dinah
; Jonathan, had glory not dug a grave tor him in

the mountains of Gilboa. Youth 1 alas ! it is the feafon

of dangers, and the rock upon which life generally fplits.

Once more, then, Upon what do you found your hopes ?

On the llrength of your conftitution ? But what is the bell

cfîablifhed health ? A fpark which a breath fliall extinguifh :

A fingle day's ficknefs is fufficicnt to lay low the moft ro-

buft. I examine not after this, whether you do not even

flatter yourfeives on this point : If a body, exhaufted by

the irregularities of youth, do not announce to your own

minds thefentence of death; if habitual infirmities do not

lay open before you the gates of the grave ; if difagreea-

ble indications do not menace you with fome fudden acci-

dent.
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dent. I wifh you to lengthen out your days even beyond

your hopes. Alas ! my brethren, can any period appear

long which muft at laft come to an end ? Look back, and

fee where now are your youthful years ? What trace ot folid

joy do they leave in your remembrance ? Not more than a

vifion of the night ; you dream that you have lived, and

behold all that is left to you of it : All that interval, elap-

fed from your birth to the prefent day, is like a rapid flafh,

whofe pafTage the eye, far from dwelling on, can with dif-

ficulty fee : Had you begun to live, even with the world

itfelt, thepaft would now appear to you neither longer nor

more real ; all the ages, elapfed down to the prefent day,

you would look upon as fugitive inflants ; all the nationvS

which have appeared and difappeared on the earth ; all the

revolutions of empires and kingdoms ; all thofe grand events

which embellifh our hiftories, to you would be only the dif-

ferent fcenes of a fhow, which you had feen concluded in

a day. Recolle6l the viftories, the captured cities, the

glorious treaties, the magnificence, the fplendid events of

the firfl years of this reign ; raoftof you have not only wit-

nelTed, but have Ihared in their danger and glory ; our an-

nals will convey them down to our lateft poflerity ; but to

you, they are already but a dream ; but a momentary flafii

which is extinguifhed, and which every day effaces more and

more from )'our remembrance. What, then, is this fmall

portion you have flill to accomplifh ? Can you believe that

the days to come have more reality than thofe already paft ?

Years appear long, while yet at a dillance ; arrived, they

vanifh, they flip from us in an inflant ; and fcarccly fhall

we have looked around us, when, as if by enchantment,

we fhall find ourfelves at the fatal term, which ftill appear-

ed fo diftant, that we rafhly concluded it would never ar-

rive. View the world, fuch as you have ieen it in your

youthful days, and fuch as you now fee it : New perfona-

ges
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ges have mounted the ftage ; the grand parts are filled by

new aftors ; they are new events, new intrigues, new paf-

fions, new heroes in virtue as well as in vice, which engage

the praifes, derifions, and cenfures of the public ; a new

world, without your having perceived it, hasinfenfibly rifen

on the wrecks of the firft ; every thing pafTes with and like

you ; a velocity which nothing can ftop, drags all into the

gulf of eternity : Yefterday our anceilors cleared the way

for us ; and to-morrow, we (hall do the fame for thofe who

are to follow. Ages fucceed each other ; the appearance of

the world inceffantly changes ; the dead and the living con-

tinually replace and fucceed each other : Nothing ftandsftill ;

all changes, all waftes away, all has an end : God alone re-

maineth always the fame : The torrent of ages, which

fweepsaway all men, flows before his eyes ; and, with in-

dignation, he fees weak mortals carried down by that rapid

courfe, infuli him while pafTing ; wifh, of that tranfitory

inftant, to conftitute all their happinefs ; and at their de-

parture from it, fall into the hands of his vengeance and

wrath. Where, fays the Apoflle, amongfl; us, are now

the wife ? And a man, were he even capable of governing

the world, can he merit that name from the moment that he

forgets what he is, and what he mull be ?

Neverthelefs, my brethren, what impreflion on us does

ilie inftability of every thing worldly make ? The death of

our relations, friends, competitors, and mailers? We never

think that we are immediately to follow them; we think

only of decking ourfelves out in their fpoils ; we think not

on the little time they had enjoyed them, but only on the

pleafure they muft have had in their pofTeflion : We haften

to profit ourfelves from the wreck of each other : We are

like thofe fooliflafoldiers, who, in the heat of battle, when

their companions are every moment falling around them,

eagerly
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eagerly load themfelves with their clothes ; and {carcely

are they put on, when a mortal blow at once deprives them

of their abfurd decorations and life. In this manner the

fon decks himfelf with the fpoils of the father ; clofes his

eyes ; fucceeds to his rank, fortune, and dignities ; con-

duis the pomp of his funeral, and leaves it, more occupi-

ed with, more afFefted by the new titles with which he iu

now invefted, than inftrufted by the laft advices of a dying

parent ; than afflièled for his lofs, or even undeceived witli

regard to the things of the earth, by a fight which places

before his eyes their infignificancy, and announces to him

the fame deftiny foon. The death of our companions is

not a moreufeful leiïbn to us : Such a perfon leaves vacant

an office, which wehaften to obtain ; another promotes us

a ftep in the fervice ; claims expire with this one, which

might have greatly embarraffed us ; that one now leaves us

the indifputed favourite of our fovercign ; another brings

us a ftep nearer to a certain dignity, and opens the road to a

rank which his death alone could render attainable ; and on

thefe occafions, our fpirits are invigorated ; we adopt new

meafures, and form new projefts : and, far from our eyes

being opened, by the examples of thofe whom we fee dif-

appear, there ilfue, even from their afhes, fatal fparks, which

inflame all our defires and attachments to the world ; and

death that gloomy pifture of our mifery, reanimates more

paflions among men, than even all the illufions of lite.

What then can detach us from this wretched world, fince

death itfelf feemsonly to knit more flrongly the bonds, and

ftrengthen us in the error which bind us to it ?

Here, my brethren, I require nothing from you but rea-

fon. What are the natural confequences which good fenfe

alone ought to draw from the uncertainty of death ?

«A
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ly?, The hour oi" death is uncertain: Every year, eve-

ry day, every moment, may be the laft ot our lite ; it

is abfurd, then, by attaching ourfelves to what mull pafs

away in an inftant, to facrifice the only riches which are

eternal ; every thing you do for the earth ought therefore to

appear as loft, fince you have no intereft; there
;
you can

depend on nothing there, and can carry nothing irom it ;

but what you Ihall have done for heaven : The kingdoms ot

the earth, and all their glory, ought not then tor a moment

to balance the interefts of your eternal welfare, fince the

greatefl; fortune cannot aflTure you of a day more than the mofl

humble ; and fince the only confequence which can accrue

from it, is a more deep and bitter forrow on the bed of

death, when you fhall be obliged for ever to part from

them ; every care, every movement, every, dcfire, ought

therefore to centre in cftablifliing for yourfelves a perma-

nent and unchangeable fortune, an eternal happinefs, which

fadeth not away.

zdly. The hour ot your death is uncertain : You ought

tlien to expeft it every day ; never to permit yourfelves an

aftion, in which you would wifli not to be furprifed ; to

confider all your proceedings, as thofe of a dying man,

who every moment expc6ls his foul to be recalled ; to aft

in every thing, as though you were that inftant to render

account of yourconduft; and, fince you cannot anfwer

for the time which is to come, in fuch a manner to regu-

late the prefent, that you may have no occafion for the fu-

ture to repair its errors.

Laftly, The hour of your death is uncertain : delay not

then, your repentance ; time prefTes, haften then your

converfion to the Lord : You cannot afTure yourfelves of

a day, and you defer it to a diftant and uncertain period to

come.
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toftie. Were you unfortunately to fwallow a mortal poi-

fon, would you put off to another day, the trial of the only

antidote which might fave your lite ? Would the agent of

death, which you carried in your bowels, allow oi delays,

and negleft ? Such is your ftate. If you be wife, have

inffant recourfe to your precautions : You carry death in

your foul, fince in it you carry fin; haften to apply the

remedy, fince every moment is precious to him, who can-

not depend on one ; the poifonous beverage which infeffs

your foul, cannot long be trifled with ; the goodnefs ot God

flill holds out to you a cure ; haften, once more I fay, to

fecure it, while it is not yet too late. Should entreaties be

neceffary to determine your compliance ; ought not the

profpeft of relief to be fufficient ? Is it necelîary to ex-

hort an unfortunate wretch, jufl finking in the waves, to

exert his endeavours to fave himfeli ? Ought you, in this

matter, to have occafion for our miniftry ? Your laft hour

approaches ; you foon (hall haveto appear before the tribu-

nal of God. You may ufefully employ the moment,

which yet remains to you : Almoft all thofe, whofe depar-

ture from this world you are daily witnefiing, allow it to

flip from them, and die without having reaped any advan-

tage from it: You imitate their negleft ; the fame fur-

prife awaits you, and like them you will be cut ofif before

the workot reformation has commenced. They had b.cen

warned of it, and in the fame manner v/e warn you ; tlieir

mifery touches you not ; and the unfortunate lot which

awaits you, will not more fenfibly aR"e6l thofe to whom wc

(hall one day announce it ; it is a fucceflion ot blinduefs,

which paffes from father to fon, and is perpetuated on the

earth : We all wifli to live better, and we all die before wc

have begun to reform.

Vol. I. I i Such,
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Such, my brethren, are the prudent and natural reflec-

tions which the uncertainty of our laft hour, fhould lead

us to make. But if, on account of its uncertainty, you

are imprudent, in paying no more attention to it, than as if

it were never to arrive, the fearful portion attending its

certainty ftiJl lefs excufes your folly, in ftriving to remove

that melancholy image from your mind, under the pretence

of its only tending to empoifon every comfort, and to

deftroy the tranquillity of life. This, is what I have ftill

to lay before you.

Part II.—Man loves not to dwell upon his nothingnefs,

andmeannefs : whatever recals to liim his origin, puts him

in mind alfo of his end, wounds his pride, interefts felf-

love, attacks the foundation of all his pallions, and gives

birth to gloomy and difagreeable thoughts. To die ; to

disappear from the earth ; to enter the dark abyfs of eter-

nity ; to become a carcafs, the food of worms, the horror

of men, the hideous inmate of a tomb ; that fight alone,

revolts every fenfe, diftraéls reafon, blackens imagination,

and empoifons every comtort in life ; we dare not fix our

looks on fo hideous an image : we reje61: that thought, as

the moft gloomy and bitter of all : We dread, we fly from

every thing, which may force its remembrance on our mind,

as though it would haften the approach of the fatal hour.

Under a pretence of tendernefs, we love not to hear men-

tion of our departed friends ; care is taken to remove our

attention, from the places in which they have dwelt, and

from every thing which, along with their idea, at the fame

time awakens that of death, which has deprived us of them.

We dread all melancholy recitals ; in that refpcfl, we carry

our terrors even to the moft childiih luperftition ; in every

trifle our fancy fees fatal prognoftications of death; in the

wanderings of a dream, in the nightly founds of a bird, in

the
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fbe cafual number of a company, and in many other cir-

cumftances ftill more ridiculous ; every where we imagine

it before us; and, for that very reafon, we endeavour to

expel it from our thoughts.

Now, my brethren, thefe cxcefTive terrors, were par-

donable in Pagans, to whom death was the greateft misfor-

tune, feeing they had no expeftation beyond the grave ;

and that, living without hope, they died without confola-

tion. But that death fhould be fo terrible to Chriftians, is

a matter of ailonifliment : and that the dread ot that image

fliould even ferve as a pretext to remove its idea from their

minds, is ftill more fo.

For, in the firft place, I grant, that you have reafon to

dread that laft hour ; but, as it is certain, I cannot con-

ceive why the terrors of it fhould prevent your mind from

dwelling upon, and endeavouring to anticipate its evils :

on the contrary, it feems to me, that in proportion as the

danger is great to which you are expofed, you ought more

conftantly to keep it in view, and to ufe every precaution,

that it may not take you unawares. What ! The more the

danger alarms you, the more it fhould render you indolent

and carelefs ! The excefTive and improper terrors of your

imagination fhould cure you, even oi that prudent dread,

which operates your falvation ; and becaufe you dread too

much, you fhould abandon every thought of it ! But, where

is the man, whom a too lively fenfeof danger rend.^rs calm

and intrepid ? Were it necefTary to march through a nar-

row and fteep defile, furrounded on all fides by precipices,

would you order your eyes to be bound, that you might

not fee your danger, and left the depth of the gulf beIov\-

fhould turn your head ? Ah I my dear hearer, you fee the

grave open before you, and that fpefiaclc alarms you ; but,

in
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in place of taking all the precautions, offered to you by

religion, to prevent you falling headlong into the gulf,-

you cover your eyes, that you may not fee it : You fly to

diffipation, to chafe its idea from your mind ; and like thole

unfortunate vi£lims ot Paganifm, you run to the ftake,

your eyes covered, crowned with flowers, and furrounded

by dancing and fongs of joy, that you may not have leifure

to refleft on the fatal term, to which this pomp condu6ls,

and leaft you fhould fee the altar, that is to fay, the bed of

death, where you are immediately to be facrificed.

Befidcs, by repelling that thought, could you likewife

repel death, your terrors would then at leaft have an ex-

cufe. But think, or think not on it, death always advan-

ces ; every effort you make, to exclude its remembrance,

brings you nearer to it, and, at the appointed hour, it will

come. What then do you gain by turning your mind

from that thought ? Do you leffen the danger ? On the

contrary, you augment it, and render a furprifal inevitable.

By averting your eyes, do you fohen the horror of that

fpeftacle ? Alas ! You only multiply its terrors. Were

you to familiarize yourfelves more with the thoughts of

death, your mind, weak and timid, would infenfibly accuf-

tom itfelf to it : You would gradually acquire courage to

view it without anguifh, or at leaft, with refignation, on

the bed of deatli ; it would no longer be an unufual and

ilrange fight. A long anticipated danger aftonifties not :

Death is only formidable the firft time that the imagination

dwells upon it ; and it is only when not expc61ed, and no

provifion made againft it, that it is to be dreaded.

But, when that thought fhould even difquief, and fill

you with impreffions ot dread and forrow, where would

be the difappointment ? Are you, upon the earth, to livç

only
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only, in an indolent eafe, and folcly engrolTed by agreeable

and fmiling objefts ? We fliould lofe our reafon, fay you.

Were we to devote our attention to this difmal fpeftacle,

without the relaxation of pleafures. We fhould lofe our

reafon ! But fo many faithful fouls, who in all their aftions

mingle that thought ; who make the remembrance of that

laft hour the check to curb their paflions, and the moft

powerful inducement to fidelity ; fo many illuflrious peni-

tents, who have buried themfelves alive in their tombs,

that they might never lofe fight oi that objeQ:; the holy,

who every day fuffered death, like the Apoflle, that they

might live for ever, have they, in confequence of it, lofl

their reafon ? You fhould lofe your reafon ! That is to fay,

you would regard the world as an exilement
;

pleafures as

an intoxication ; fin as the greatefl of evils
;

places, ho-

nours, favour, and fortune, as dreams ; and falvation as

the grand and only objc£l: worthy of attention : Is tliat to

lofe our reafon ? Blefled folly ! And would that you, from

this moment, were amongfl the number of thefe foolifh fa-

ges. You would lofe your reafon ! Yes, that falfe, worldly,

proud, carnal, and miflaken reafon, which feduces you
;

that corrupted reafon, which obfcures faith, authorifes the

paffions, makes us prefer the prefent moment to eternity;

takes the fhadow for the fubflance, and leads all men aflray :

Yes, that deplorable reafon, that vain philofophy, which

looks upon as a weaknefs the dread of a future ffate, and

becaufe it dreads it too much, feems, in appearance, or

endeavours to force itfelf, not to believe it at all. But

that prudent, enlightened, moderate, and Chriflian reafon,

that wifdom of the ferpent, fo recommended in the gofpel,

it is in that remembrance that you would find it : That wif-

dom, fays the Holy Spirit, preferable to all the treafures

and honours of the earth ; that wifdom fo honourable to

man, and which exalts him fo much above himfelf ; that

wifdom



252 SERMON IX.

tvifdom which has formed fo many Chriftian heroes, it ia,

the image always prefent ot your laft hour, whijch will em-

bellilh your foul with it. But that thought, you add,

fhould we take it into our head to enter deeply into, and

to dwell continually upon it, would be fit to make us

renounce all, and to form the moft violent and overftrain-

ed refolutions ; that is to fay, would detach you irom the

world, your vices, paflions, the infamy of your exceffes,

and make you lead a chafte, regular and Chriftian life, alone

worthy ot reafon ; Thefe are what the world calls violent

and overftrained refolutions. But likewife, under pretence

ot fhunning pretended exceflfes, would -you refufe to

adopt the moft neceflary refolutions ? Make a beginning at

any rate ; the firft tranfports foon begin to abate ; and it is

much more eafy to moderate the exceffes of piety, than to

animate its coldnefs and indolence. Dread nothing from

the exceffive fervour and tranfports of your zeal ; you can

never, in that refpeft, go too far. An indolent and fen-

fual heart, fuch as your's, nurfed in pleafures and effemi-

nacy, and void of all tafte for whatever pertains to the fer-

vice of God, does not promife any very great indifcre-

tions in the fteps of a Chriftian lite. You know not your-

felves
;

you have never experienced what obftacles all

your inclinations will caft in the way of your fimpleft ex-

ertions in piety. Take meafures only againft coldnefs and

difcouragement, which are the only rock you have to

dread. What blindnefs ! In the fear of doing too much

for God, we do nothing at all : the dread ot beftowing too

much attention on our falvation, prevents us from labour-

ing towards it ; and we lofe ourfelves lor ever, left we

fhould too furely attain falvation : We dread chimerical

excefles of piety, and we are not afraid ot a departure

from, and an aftual contempt of piety itfelf. Does the

fear of doing too much for fortune and rank, check your

exertions
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exertions, or cool the ardour of your ambition ? Is it not

that very hope which fupports and animates them ? No-

thing is too much for the world, but all is excefs tor God ;

We fear, and we reproach ourfelves, left we never do

enough for an earthly eftablilhment ; and we check our-

felves, in the dread of doing too much for an eternal ioi"-

tune.

But I go further, and fay, that it is a criminal ingrati-

tude towards God, to rejeft the thought of death, merely

becaufe it difquiets and alarms you ; tor that impreffion of

dread and terror, is a fpecial grace with which you are fa-

voured by God. Alas ! How many impious characters

exift who defpife it, who claim a miferable merit, in be-

holding with firmnefs its approach, and who regard it as

the annihilation of their being ! How many fages and phi-

lofophers in Chriftianity, who, without renouncing faith,

limit all their refleftions, all the fuperiority of their talents,

to the tranquil view of its arrival ; and who, during life,

exert the powers of their reafon, only in preparing for that

laft moment, a conftancy and ferenity of mind, equally

abfurd as the moft vulgar terrors ; a purpofe the moft im-

prudent to which reafon can be applied. It is, therefore,

a fpecial grace beftowed on you by God, when he permits

that thought to have fuch an energy and afcendency in your

foul ; in all probability, it is the way by which lie wilhes

to recal you to himfelf : Should you ever quit your erro-

neous and iniquitous courfes, it will be through its influ-

ence : Your fiilvatiou fecms to depend on that remedy.

Tremble, my dear hearer, left your heart ftiould fortify

itfelf againft thefe falutary terrors; left God ihould with-

draw from you this mean of falvation, and harden you

againft all the terrors of religion, A favour, not only def-

pifcd,
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pîfed, but even regarded as a punifiiment, is foon follov/-

ed with the indignation, or at leaft the indifference of the

benetaèlor. Should that unfortunately be ever the cafe,

then will the image of death leave you all your tranquilli-

ty : You will fly to an entertainment, the moment you

have quitted the folemnity of a funeral ; with the fame

eyes will you behold a hideous carcafs, or the criminal ob-

ject of your paffion ; then will you be even pleafed with

yourfelf for having foared above all thefe vulgar fears, and

even applaud yourfelf, for a change fo terrible towards your

falvation. Profit then, towards the regulation of your man-

ners by that fenfibility, while it is yet left to you by God:

Let your mind dwell on all the objefts proper to recal that

image, while yet it has influence to diflurb the falfe peace of

your pallions : Vifit the tomb of your anceflors, in the pre-

fence of their afhes, to meditate on the vanity of all earthly

things
; go and aflc, What now, in thefe dark habitations

of death, remains to them of all their pleafures, dignities,

and fplendour ? open yourfelf thefe gloomy dwellings, re-

flefting on what they had formerly been, in the eyes of

men, fee what they now are ; fpeftres, whofe prefence

you with difficulty can fupport ; loathfome maffes of worms

and putrefaftion : Such are they in the eyes of men ; but

what are they in the fight of God ? Defcend, in idea, into

thefe dwellings of horror and infeftion, and chufe before

hand your own place; figure yourfelf in that lad hour,

extended on the bed of anguifli, flruggling with death,

your limbs benumbed, and already feized with a mortal

coldnefs
;

your tongue already bound in the chains of

death ; your eyes fixed, covered with a cloud of contufion,

and before which all things begin to difappear
;
your rela-

tions and friends around you, offering up ineffeftual wifhes

for your recovery, and augmenting your fears and regrets,

by the tendernefs of their fighs, and the abundance of

their
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tfeeir tears: Refleél upon that fight, fo inftruftive, fo in-

terefling
;
you then, in the difmal ftruggles of that laft

combat, proving that you are flill in life, only by the con-

Vuh'ions which announce your death ; the whole world an-

nihilated to you ; defpoiled for ever of all your dignities

and titles ; accompanied folely by your works, and ready

to appear in the prefence of God. This is not a prediftion;

it is the hiftory of all thofe who die every day to your

knowledge, and it is the anticipation of your own. Think

upon that terrible moment ; the day, perhaps, is not far re-

moved, yet however diftant it may be, you will at laft

reach it, and the interval will feem to you only an inftant ;

and the only confolation you then can have, fhall be, to

have made the ftudy of, and preparation for death, the em-

ployment of your lite.

Lajity, As my final argument : trace to their fource

tficfe exceflive terrors, which render the image and thoughts

of death fo terrible, and you will undoubtedly find them

originating from the diforders of a criminal confcience :

It is not death which you dread, it is the juflice of God
which awaits you beyond it, to punifh the infidelities and

crimes of your life : It is, that covered as you are with

the moft fhameful wounds, which disfigure in you his im-

age, you are not in a ftate to prefent yourfelves before him ;

and that to die in your prefent fituation, mull be to perilh

for ever. Purify then your confcience, put an end to,

and expiate your criminal pafTions ; recal God to your

heart ; no longer offer to his fight any thing worthy of his

anger or punilhment
;
place yourfelves in a ftate to hope

fomething after death, from his infinite mercy ; th^n fhall

you fee that laft moment approach with lefs dread and trem-

bling; and the facrifice which you (hall already have made

to God, of the world and your paffions, will not only ren-

VoL. I. K k der
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der eafy, but even fweet and confoling, the facrifice you

will then make to him of your life.

For fay, What has death fo fearful to a faithful foul ?

From what does it feparate him ? From a world which fhall

perifh, and which is the country of the reprobate; from

his riches, which torment him, of which the ufe is fur-

rounded with dangers, and which he is forbid to ufe in

the gratification of the fenfes ; from his relations and

friends, whom he precedes only a moment, and who fhall

foon follow him ; from his body, which hitherto had

been either a rock to his innocence, or a perpetual obfla-

cle to his holy defires ; from his offices and dignities,

which, in multiplying his duties, augmented his dangers ;

laflly, from life, which to him was only an exilement, and

an anxious defire to be delivered from it. What does death

beflow on him, to compenfate for what it takes away ? It

beffows unfading riches, of which none can ever deprive;

eternal joys, which he fhall enjoy without fear orremorfe ;

the peaceable and certain pofleffion of God himfelt, from

which he can never be degraded ; deliverance from all his

paffions, which had ever been a confiant fource of difquiet

and dilfrefs ; an unalterable peace, which he could never find

on the earth ; and laflly, the fociety of thejufl and happy, in

place of that of finners, from whom it Separates him. What

then, O my God ! has the world fo delightful, to attach a

faithful foul ? To him it is a vale of tears, where dangers

are infinite, combats daily, vlftories rare, and defeats

certain ; where every gratification mufl be denied to

the fenfes ; where all tempts, and all is forbidden to

us ; where we muft fly from and dread what moft plea-

fes us; in a word, where if you fuffer not, if vou weep

not, it you refifl not to the utmofl extremity, if you com-

bat not without ceafing, if you hate not yourfelf, you are

lofl.
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loft. What then do you find fo amiable, fo alluring, fo

capable of attaching a Chriftian foul ? and to die, is it not

a gain, and a triumjib tor him ?

Befides, death is the only obje£l he looks forward to ; it

is the only confolation which fupports the fidelity ot the

juft. Do they bend under affligions ? They know that

their end is near ; that the fhort and fleeting tribulations of

this life fhall foon be followed by a load of eternal glory ;

and in that thought they find an inexhauftible fource of pa-

tience, fortitude and joy. Do they feel the law of the

members warring againft the law of the fpirit, and exciting

commotions, which bring innocence to the very brink of

the precipice ? They Are not ignorant, that after the dif-

folution of the earthly frame, it (hall be reftored to tliem

pure and celeftial ; and that delivered from thefe bonds of

mifery, they fhall then refemble the heavenly fpirits ; and

that remembrance fooths and ftrengthens them. Do they

groan under the weight of the yoke of Jefus Chrift ; and

their faith, more weak, is it on the point of relaxing and

finking under the rigid duties of the gofpel ? Ah ! the

day of the Lord is nigh ; they almofl touch the bleffed re-

compenfe ; and the end of their courfe, which they already

fee, animates, and gives them frefh vigor. Hear in what

manner the Apoftle confoled the firft Curiftians : My bre-

thren, faid he to them, time is fhort, the day approaches,

the Lord is at the gate, and he will not delay ; rejoice then ;

I again fay to you, rejoice. Such was the only confolation

of men, perfecuted, infulted, profcribed, trampled upon,

regarded as the fcum of the earth, the difgrace of the Jews,

and the feoff of the Gentiles. They knew that death would

foon dry up their tears ; that for them, there would then be

neither mourning, forrow, nor fufferance ; that all would be

changed ; and that thought foftened every pain : Ah ! who-

foevcr
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foever had told thefe generous juftifiers of faith, that the

Lord would never make them know death, but would leave

them to dwell forever on the earth, would have fhaken their

faith, tempted their conflancy, and, by robbing them of

that hope, would have deprived them of every confolation.

You, my brethren, are no doubt little furprifed at this;

becaufe death mull appear a refuge, to men afflifted and

unhappy as they were. You are miftaken : It was neither

their perfecutions nor fufFerings which occafioned their

diftrefs and forrow ; thefe were their joy, confolation, and

pride : We glory, faid they, in tribulations ; it was the

ilate of reparation in which they ftill lived from Jefu«

Chrift ; that alone was the fource of their tears, and what

rendered death fo defirable.

While we are in the body, faid the Apoftle, we are fe.

parated from the Lord ; and that reparation was a ftate of

anguifti and forrow to thefe faithful Chriftians : Piety con»,

fills in wifhing for a re-union with Jefus Chrift our head ;

in fighing for the happy moment which fhall incorporate us,

with the chofen of God, in that myftical body, which,

from the beginning of the world, is forming, of every

tongue, every tribe, and every nation ; which is the com-

pletion of the defigns of God, and which will glorify him,

with Jefus Chrift, to all eternity. Here, we are like

branches torn from their ftem ; like ftrangers, wandering

in a foreign land ; like fettered captives in a prifon, wait-

ing their deliverance ; like children, baniftied for a time

from their paternal inheritance and manfion ; in a word,

like members feparated from their body. Since Jeftls

Chrift, our Head, afcended to Heaven, the earth is no

longer the place of our ef|abliftiment ; we look forward,

in bltffed expe6laiion, to the coming of the Lord ; that

de fire
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^fîrè conftitules all our piety and confolation : And a Ghrif^

tian, not to long for that happy moment, but to dread, and

even look upon it as a misfortune, is to fly in the face of

Jefus Chrift ; to renounce all communication with him ;

to rejeft the promiles of faith, and the glorious title of a

citizen of Heaven ; it is to centre our happinefs on the

things of the earth, to doubt a future ftate, to regard reli-

gion as a dream, and to believe that all dies with us.

No, my brethren, death has nothing to a jull foul, but

what is pleafing and defirable : Arrived at that happy mo-

ment, he, without regret, fees a world perifh, which he

had never loved, and which to him had never appeared

otherwife than a confufion of vanities : His eyes clofe with

pleafure on all thofe vain fliows which the earth offers,

which he had always regarded as the fplendor of a moment,

and whofe dangerous illufions he had never ceafed to dread:

He feels, without uneafmefs, what do I fay ? with fatisfac-

tion, that mortal body, which had been the fubjeft of all

his temptations, and the fatal fource of all his weaknelTes,

become clothed with immortality : He regrets nothing on

the earth, where he leaves nothing ; and from whence his

heart flies along with his foul : He even complains not,

that he is carried off in the middle of his career, and that

his days are concluded in the flower of his age: On the

contrary, he thanks his deliverer, for having abridged his

fufferings with his years, for having exafted only a portion

of his debt, as the price of his eternity, and for having fpee-

dily confummated his facrifice, leff a longer refidence in a

corrupted world fhould have perverted his heart. His trials,

his mortifications, which had colt fo much to the weak-

nefs of the llefh, are then his fvveeteft refleélions : He fees

that all now vaniflies, except what he has done lor God ;

thai all now abandon him, lus riches, relations, friends

and
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and dignities ; his works alone remaining ; and he is tranf-

ported with joy, to think that he had never placed his

truft in the favour of princes, in the children of men, in

the vain hopes of fortune, in things which mull foon pe-

rilh, but in the Lord alone, who remaineth eternally, and

in whofe bofom he goes to experience that peace and tran-

quillity which mortals cannot bellow. Thus tranquil on

the pafl, defpifing the prefent, tranfported to touch at laft

that futurity, the fole objefl of his defires, already feeing

the bofom of Abraham open to receive him, and the Son

oi Man feated at the right hand of his Father, holding out

lor him the crown of immortality, he fleeps in the Lord,

he is wafted by bleffed fpirits to the habitation of the holy,

and returns to the place from whence he originally came.

May you, my brethren, in this manner, fee your courfe

terminated.

SERMON



SERMON X.

ON THE DEATH OF A SINNER, AND THAT OF
A RIGHTEOUS CHARACTER.

Rev. xiv. 13.

Blejfed are the dead which die in the Lord.

J. HERE is fomething peculiarly ftrikingandincomprehen-

fible in the human partions.

AH men wifh to live ; they look upon death as the moft

dreadful of all evils ; all their paffions attach them to life ;

yet neverthelefs thofe very partions incertantly urge them

towards that death, for which they feel fuch horror ; nay,

it fhouldeven feem, that their only purpofe in life is to ac-

celerate the moment of death.

All men flatter themfelves, that they fhall die the death

of the righteous : They wifli it ; they expefl it. Know-

ing the importibility of remainuig lor ever upon this earth,

they truft, that before the arrival ot their lafl; moment, the

partions which at prefent pollute, and hold them in captivi-

ty, fliall be completely overcome. They figure to them-

felves, as horrible, the lot of a fmner, who expires in his

iniquity, and under the wrath of God, yet neverthelefs

they tranquilly prepare for themfelves the fame deiliny.

This
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This dreadful period of human life, which is death in fin,

ftrikes and appals them
;

yet, like fools, they blindly and

merril}' purfue the road which leads to it. In vain do we

announce to them, that in general men die as they have

lived : They wifh to live the life of a finner, yet never-

thelefs to die the death of the righteous.

My intention, at prefent, is not to undeceive you with

regard to an illufion fo common, and fo ridiculous, (let us

referve this fubjeft for another occafion) ; but, fince the

death of the righteous appears fo earneflly to be wished for,

and that of the finner fo dreadful to you, I mean, by a

reprefentation of them both, to excite your defires lor the

one, and to awaken your jufl terrors for the other. As

you muR finally quit this world in one of thefe two fitua-

tions, it is proper to familiarize yourfelves with a view oi

them both, that by placing before your eyes the melancho-

ly fpeflacle of the one, and the foothing confolations of

the other, you may be enabled to judge which of the lots

awaits you ; and, confequently, to adopt the neceffary

means to fecure the decifion in your favour.

In the pi£lure of the expiring finner, you will fee in

what the world, with all its glory and pleafures, termi-

nates ; from the recital of the lafl moments of the righte-

ous man, you will learn to what virtue condufts, in fpite

of all its momentary checks and troubles. In the one you

will fee the world from the eyes of a finner in thé moment

of death : And how vain, frivolous, and different from

what it feems at prefent will it then appear to you ! In the

other, you will fee virtue from the eyes of the expiring

righteous man : How grand and eflimable will your heart

then acknowledge it to be I

In
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In the one, you will comprehend all the inifery of a

foul, which has lived forgetful of its God. In the other,

the happinefs of him who has lived only to pleafe and to

ferve him. In a word, the pifture ot the death of the

finner will make you wifh to live the life of the righteous ;

and the image of the death ot the juft will infpire you with a

holy horror at the life of the finner^

Part I.—In vain do we repel the image of death ; every

day brings it nearer. Youth glides away ; years hurry on ;

and, like water, fays the Scripture, fpilt upon the ground,

which cannot be gathered up again, we rapidly courfe to-

wards the abyfs of eternity, where for ever fwallowed up,

we can never return upon our Heps, to appear once more

upon the earth.

I know that the brevity and uncertainty of life are con-

tinual fubje£ls of converfation to us. The deaths of our

relations, our friends, our companions, frequently fudden,

and always unexpe6ied, furnifh us with a thoufand reflect

tions on the frailty of every thing terreitrial.

We are inceffantly repeating, that the world is nothing;

that life is but a dream ; and that it is a ftriking folly our

interefting ourfelves fo deeply tor what mull pafs fo quick-

ly away. But thefe are merely words ; they are not the

fentiments of the heart ; they are difcourfes offered at the

fhrine of cuftom ; and that very cuftom occafions their

being immediately, and for ever forgot.

Now, my brethren, form to yourfelves a deftiny on this

earth, agreeable to your own wifhesj Lengthen out in your

own minds, your days to a term beyond your moft fanguirie

hopes. I even wifh you to indulge in the enjoyment of fo

Vol, I. L
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pleafing an illufion : But at laft, you mull follow the track

which your forefathers have trod : You will at laft fee that

day arrive, to which no other ihaW fucceed ; and that day

will be the day of your eternity : Happy, if you die in the

Lord : Miferable it you depart in fin. One of thefe lots awaits

you : In the final decifionupon all men, there will be only

two fides, the right and the left ; two divifions, the goats

and the fheep. Allow me then to recal you to the bed of

death, and to expofe to your view the double fpeftacle of

this laft hour, fo terrible to the finner, and fo confolatory

to the righteous man.

I fay terrible to the finner, who, lulled by vain hopes of

a converfion, at laft reaches this fatal moment ; full of de-

fires, empty of good works ; having ever lived a ftranger

to the Lord, and unable now to make any offering to him,

but of his crimes, and the anguilh of feeing a period put

to thofe days, which he vainly believed would endure tor

ever. Now nothing can be more dreadiul than the fitua-

tion of this unfortunate wretch, in the laft moments of

his life ! Whichever way his mind is employed, whether

in recalling the paft, or confidering what is afting around

him ; in a word, whether he penetrates into that awful fu-

turity, upon the brink of which he hangs, or limits his re-

flexions to the prefent moment ; thefe objefts, the only

ones which can occupy his thoughts, or prefent themfelves

to his fancy, only open to him the blackeft profpefts, which

overwhelm him with defpair.

For what can the paft offer to a finner, who extended up-

on the bed of death, begins now to yield up dependence

upon life, and reads, in the countenances of thofe around

him, the dreadful intelligence, that all is over with him ?

What now does he fee in that long courfe of days, which

he
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iie has ran through upon the earth ? Alas! he fees only-

vain cares and anxieties ;
pleafiires which pafled away be-

fore they could be enjoyed, and iniquities which muft en-

dure for ever.

Vain cares.—His whole life, which now appears to have

occupied but a moment, prelents itfelf to him, and in it he

views nothing but one continued conftraint, and an ufelefs

agitation. He recals to his mind all he has fuffered for a

world, which now flies from him ; for a fortune, which

nowvanifhes; for a vain reputation, which accompanies

him not into the prefence of God ; for friends, whom he

lofes ; for matters, who will foon foi^get him ; fora name,

which will be written only on the afhes of his tomb. What
regret muft agitate the mind of this unfortunate wretch,

when he fees that his whole life has been one continued

toil, yet that nothing to the purpofe has been accomplifhed

for himfelf ! What regret, to have fo often done violence

to his inclinations, without gaining the advance of a fingle

ftep towards heaven ! To have always believed himfelf too

feeble for the fervice of God, and yet to have had the

ftrength and the conftancy to fall a martyr to vanity, and to

a world which is on the eve of perilhing !

Alas! it is then that thefinner,. overwhelmed, terrified at

his own blindnefs and miftake, no longer finding but an.

empty fpace in a life which the world had alone engroffed ;

perceiving, that, after a long fuccefhon of years upon the

earth, he has not yet begun to live ; leaving hiftory, per-

haps, full of his a6iions, the public monuments loaded

with the tranfaftions of his life, the world filled with his

name, and nothing, alas ! which deferves to be written in the

book of eternity, or which may follow him into the pre-

fence of God L Then it is, though too late., that he begins to

hold



s E R M O N X.

ftold a language to himfeli", which we have frequent opptîr-

tunities of hearing: "I have lived, then, only for vanity ?

" Why have I not ferved my God, as I have ferved my maf-

*' ters ? Alas ! Were fo many anxieties,, and fo much trou-

" ble, neceflary toaccompiifh my own deftruftion ? Why,
" at leaft did I not receive my confolation in this world ?

•* I fhould have enjoyed the prefent, that fleeting moment
** which pafTes away from me ; and I fhould not then have

" loft all. But my life has been always filled with anxie-

*• ties, fubjeQions, fatigues, and reftraints ; and all thefe iti

" order to prepare for me everlafting mifery. What mad-
•* nefs to have fuffered more towards my own ruin, than

" was required to have accomplifhed my falvation ; and to

" have regarded the upright, as a melancholy and an unfup-

•' portable one; feeing they have done nothing fo difficult

" for God, that I have not performed an hundred-fold for

" the world, which is nothing, and from which I have

" confequently nothing to expeft."

Yes, my brethren it is in that laft moment that your

tvhole life will prefent itfelf to your view ; but in very

different colours from thofe in which it appears to you to-

day. At prefent you count upon fervices performed for

the flate
;
places which you have filled ; aflions in which

you have diftinguifhed yourfelves ; wounds, which ftill

bear teflimony to your valour ; the number of your cam-

paigns ; the fplendour of your orders ; all thefe appear

objefts of importance and reality to you. The public

applaufes which accompany them; the rewards with which

they are followed ; the fame which publifhes them ; the

diflinêlions attached to them ; all thefe only recal your pafl

days to you, as days full, occupied, marked each by fome

memorable aftion, and by events worthy of being forever

|)referved to pofterity. You even diftinguifh yourfelves,

in
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in your own minds, from thofe indolent charaflers of your

own rank, who have led an obfcure, idle, and ufelefs life,

and dilhonoured their names, by that flothful effeminacy,

which has kept them always grovelling in the duft. But

on the bed of death, in tliat lall moment, when the world

flies off, and eternity approaches, your eyes will be open-

ed ; the fcene will be changed ; the illufion, which at pre-

fent magnifies thefe objc£fs, will be difhpated. You will

fee things as they really are ; and that which formerly ap-

peared fo grand, fo illuflrious, as it was done only for the

fake of the world, of glory, of fortune, will no longer

appear of theleaft importance to you.

You will no longer find any thing real in your life, but

what you fhall have done for God ; nothing praifeworthy,

but works of faith and of piety j nothing great, but what will

merit eternity ; and a fingle drop of cold water in the name

of Jefus Chriff, a fingle tear fhed in his prefence, and the

flightefl mortification fuffered for his fake, will all appear

more precious, more ellimable to you, than all the won-

ders which the world admires, and which fhall perifh with it.

Not that the dying finner finds only cares and anxieties

thrown away in his pafl life, he finds the remembrance

likewife of his pleafures ; but this very remembrance de-

preffes and overwhelms him : Pleafures, which have ex-

ifled only for a moment : He now perceives that he has

facrificed his foul, and his eternal welfare, to a fugitive

moment of pafTion and voluptuoufnefs. Alas ! life had

appeared too long to him, to be entirely confecrated to

God : He was afraid to adopt too early the fide of virtue,

left he fliould be unable to fupport its duration, its weari-

nefs, and its confequences. He looked forward to the

)cars
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years he had ftill to run, as to an immenfe fpace, throagli

which he muft travel under the weight of the Crofs, anà

feparated from the world, in the praftice of Chriltian

works : This idea alone had always fufpended his good in-

tentions ; and in order to return to God, he waited the

iaft ftage of life, as the one in which perfeverance is raoft

certain. What a furprife in this Iaft hour, to find, that

what had to him appeared fo long, has in reality been but

an inftant ; that his infancy and old age fo nearly touch each

other, that they only form, as I may fay, one day ; and that,-

from his mother's breaft, he has made but one ftep towards

the grave. Nor is this the bittereft pang which he experi-

ences in the remembrance of his pleafures : they have

vanifhed like a dream ; but he, who iormcrly claimed an

honour to himfeli from their gratification,^ is now covered

with confufion and ftiame at their recoUeftion : So many

fhameful excefTes ; fucli weaknefs and debauchery : He,

who piqued himlelf upon reafon, elevation of mind, and

haughtinefs towards man ; O my God ! he then finds him-

felf the weakeft, the moft defpicable ot finners ! Appa-

rently, perhaps, a life of prudence, yet funk in all the in-

famy of the fenfes, and the puerility of the paffions ! A
life of glory in the eyes oi men; but in the fight of God,

the moft fhameful, the moft deferving of contempt and

difgracc ! A life, which fuccefs, perhaps, had continually

accompanied ;
yet, neverthelefs, in private, the moft ab-

furd, the moft trifling, the moft deftitute of refle6lion and

wifdom !

Pleafures, in a word, which have been the fource of all

his chagrins ; which have empoifoned every enjoyment of

life ; which have changed his happieft days into days of

madnefs and lamentation,

Pleafures,.
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Pleafures, for which he has ever paid dear ; and of which

he has never experienced but the anxieties and the bitter-

nefs : fuch are the foundations ot this frivolous happinefs.

His paffions alone have rendered life miferable to him ; and

the only moments of tranquillity he has enjoyed, in the

whole courfe of his life, are thofe in which his heart has

been fheltered from their influence. The days of my
pleafures are fled, fays then the Tinner to himfelf, but in a

"difpofition of mind very different from that of Job :

*' Thofe days which have occafioned all the forrows of my
*' life ; by which my refl has been broken, and the calm

•* flillnefs of the night changed into the blackefl thoughts

*' and uneafinefTes. Yet neverthelefs, Great God ! Thou
*' wilt flill punifh the forrows and diflreffes of my unfortu-

•' nate life ! All the bitternefs of my paffions is marked

" againfl me in the book of thy wrath ; and thou prepareft

*' for me, in addition to gratifications which have always

" been the fource of all my miferies, a mifcry without end,

*' and boundlefs."

Behold what the expiring finner experiences in the re-

membrance of the paft : Crimes, which fhall endure for

€ver ; the weaknefTes of childhood ; the difTipations of

youth ; the paffions and the diforders of a more advanced

period ; what do I know, perhaps even the fliameful ex-

ceffes of a licentious old age. Ah ! my brethren, whilfl

in health, we perceive only the furtaceof our confcience:

We recal only a vague and confufed remembrance of our

life : We fee only the paffions which aftually enchain us ;

a complete life, fpent in the habits of iniquity, appears to

us only a fingle crime. But on the bed of death, the

darknefs fpread over the confcience of the finner isdifhpa-

ted. The more he fcarches into his heart, the more does

he difcover new ftains ; the deeper he enters into that

abyfs,
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abyfs, the more do new monfters of horror prefent them-

felves to his fight. He is loft in the chaos, and knows not

how to proceed. To enlighten it, an entire new lite

would be neceffary : Alas ! and time flies ; fcarcely do a

few moments now remain to him, and he muft precipitate

a confeffion, for which the greateft leifure would hardly

fuffice, and which can precede but an inllant the awful

judgment of the juftice of God, Alas ! we often com-

plain, during life, of a treacherous memory ; that we for-

get every thing ; that the minifter of God is under the ne-

'ceiïity of remedying our inattention, and of afTifting us to

know and to judge of ourfelves. But in that laft moment,

the expiring finner fhall require no alTiftance to recal the

remembrance of his crimes : The juftice of God, which

had delivered him up, during health to all the profundity

of his darknefs, will then enlighten him in his wrath.

Every thing around his bed of death awakens the re-

membrance of fome new crime ; fervants* whom he has

fcandalized by his example ; children, whom he has ne-

glefted ; a wife, whom he has rendered^miferable by un-

lawful attachment ; minifters of the church, whom he has

defpifed ; riches, which he has abufed ; the luxury which

furrounds him, for which the poor and his creditors have

fuffered ; the pride and magnificence of his edifices, which

have been reared up upon the inheritance of the widow

and the orphan, or perhaps by the public calamity : every

thing, in a word, the heavens and the earth, fays Job,

fhall reveal his iniquity, and rife up againft him ; fhall recal

to him the frightful hiftory of his palhons, and of his

crimes.

Thus, the recolleÊlion of thepaft forms one of themoft

dreadful fituations of the expiring finner ; becaufe in it he

finds
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finds nothing but labours loft ; pleafures, which have been

diflipated the raoment almoft oï their exiftence ; and

crimes which fliall endure for ever.

But the icenes around him are not lefs gloomy to this un-

fortunate foul : His furprifes, his feparations, his changes.

His furprifes.—He had always flattered himfelf, that the

hour of the Lord would not furprife him. Whatever had

been faid to him on the fubjeft from the pulpit, .had not

prevented him from afTuring himfelf, that his confcience

fhould be properly arranged before the arrival of this dread-

ed moment ; he has reached it, however. Hill loaded with

all his crimes, without preparation, without the perform-

ance of a fingle exertion towards appeafing the wrath ot

the Almighty ; he has reached it, while he leaft thought

of it, and he is now to be judged.

His furprifes.—God ftrikes him in the zenith of his paf-

fions ; in the time, when the thoughts of death were mod
diftant from his mind ; when he had attained to places he had

long ardently ftruggled for ; and when, like the fbolifh

man in the gofpel, he had exhorted his foul to repofe itfelf,

and to enjoy in peace the fruit oi its labours. It is in this

moment that thejuftice ot God furprifes him; and he fee?

life, with every imaginary hope of happinefs, blafled ior

ever.

His furprifes.—He is on the brink of the gulf, and the

Almighty willeth that no one fhall dare to inform him of

his fituation. His relations flatter him ; his friends leave

him undeceived : They already lament him, in fecret, as

dead, yet they continue to fpeak of his recovery; they

deceive fvim, in order that he may deceive himfelf. The

Vol. I. Mm Scriptures
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Scriptures muft be fulfilled : The firmer muft be taken by

furprife in this laft moment : Thou haft faid it, O my
God ! and thy words are the words of truths

His furprifes.—Abandoned by all the fuccours of art»

delivered up alone to anguifli and difeafe, he ftill cannot

perfuade himfelf that death is near : He flatters himfelf

—

he flill hopes : The juftice of God, it would feem, leaves

him a remnant of reafon, for the fole purpofe of feducing

himfelf. From his terrors, his aftonifhment, his inquie-

tudes, we fee clearly that he flill comprehends not the ne-

ceflity of death. He torments, he agitates himfelf, as if

by thefe means he could efcape death ; but his agitations,

are only occafioned by regret for the lofs of life, and are

not the efFefts of grief, for having wickedly fpent it. The

blinded finner muft be fo to the end; and his death muft be

fimilar to his life.

In a word, his furprifes.—He fees now that the world

has all along deceived him ; that it has continually led him

from illufion to illufion, and from hope to hope; that

things have never taken place exaftly as he had promiled

himfelf ; and that he has always been the dupe of his er-

rors. He cannot comprehend how his blindnefs could

poflTibly be fo conftant ; that tor fuch a feries of years he

could obftinately continue to make fuch facrifices for a

world, for mafters, whofe only payment has been vain

promifes ; and that his entire life has been one continued

indifference on the part of the world to him, and an intox-

ication on his to the world. But what overpowers him is,

the impofTibility of remedying the miflake ; that he can

die only once ; and that after having badly run his race,

he can no more recal the paft, or, by retracing his fteps,

undertake a new trial. Thou art juft, O my God! and

thou
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thou wllleft that the fmner fhould in advance pronounce

againft himfelF, in order that he may afterwards be judged

from his own mouth.

The furprifes of the dying finner are, therefore, over-

whelming ; but the reparations which take place in that

moment are not lefs fo for him. The more he was attached

to the world, to life, to all its works, the more does he

fufFer when a feparation becomes inevitable : Every tie,

which now muft be broken afunder, becomes a wound

which rankles in his heart : Every feparation becomes a

new death to his mind.

Separation from the riches which, with fuch confiant and

laborious attention, he had accumulated, by means, per-

haps, repugnant to falvation -^ in the pofTetTion of which

he obftinatcly perfifted, in fpite of all the reproaches of

his confcience, and which he had cruelly refufed to the

necelTities of his brethren. They now, however, efcape

from him : The mafs of earth is diflipated before his eyes ;

his love, his regret for their lofs, and the guilt of having

acquired them, are the only remaining proofs that they

were once in his pofTelTion.

Separation from the magnificence which furroundshim :

Prom his proud edifices, in whofe flately walls he once

fondly believed he had erefted an afylum againft death :

From the vanity and luxury of his furniture, of all which

no portion fhall now remain to him, but the mournful

cloth, which is to encircle him in the tomb : From that air

of opulence, in the midft of which he had always lived.

All efcape from him; all abandon him ; and he begins to

look upon himfelf as a ftranger in the midft of his palaces;

where indeed he ought always to have confidered himfelf

as
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as fuch ; as an unknown, who no longer pèfréfTes arij

thing there ; as an unfortunate wretch, whom they are on

the point of ffripping before his eyes, and whom they only

allow to gratify his fight with the fpoils tor a little while,

in order to augment his regret, and his punifhment.

Separation from his honours and offices, which he leaves,

perhaps to a rival ; to -which he had at lafl attained, by

wading through fo many dangers, fo many anxieties, fo

many meannefTes, and which he had enjoyed with fo much

infolence and pride. He is already on the bed of death,

ilript of all the marks of his dignities, and of all his titles,

preferving that of finner alone, which he in vain, and

now too late, beftows upon himfelf. Alas ! in this laft

moment, he would gladly embrace the moft fervile condi-

tion ; he would accept, as a favour, the moft obfcure and

the mofl grovelling ftation, could but his days be prolong-

ed on thefe conditions : He envies the lot of his flaves,

whom he leaves behind him : He rapidly advances towards

death, and turns back his eyes with regret, to take a lin-

gering look of life.

Separation from his body, for whofe gratification he

had always lived, and with which, by favouring all its

paffions, he had contrafted fuch lively and intimate ties.

He feels that the houfe of mud is crumbling into duff ; he

feels the approaches of death in each of his fenfes ; he no

longer holds to life, but by a carcafe which moulders away ;

by the cruel agonies which his difeafes make him feel ; by

the excefs of his love for it, and which becomes more live-

ly in proportion as he advances towards the moment of

reparation. From his relations, from his friends, whom
he fees furrounding his bed, and whofe tears and lamenta-

tions wring his heart, and make him cruelly feel theanguiih

of loofing them for ever. Separation

.éà-'*"-
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Separation from the world, where he had enjoyed fo ma-

ny diftinguiftied offices; where he had eflabUfhed, aggran-

difed, and arranged himfelf, as if it had been intended for

the place of his eternal refidence ; from the world, in

whofe fmiles he only lived ; on whofe flage he had ever

been one of the principal aftors; in whofe tranfaftions

he had always takeii fuch an aftive part, and where he had

figured with fo much fplendour, and fo many talents, to

render himfelf confpicuous in it. His body now quits it ;

but his heart and all his affeftions are centered in it flill :

The world dies to him, but he himfelf, in expiruig, dies

Hot to the world.

Then it is that the Almighty is great, in the eyes of the

expiring finner. It is in that terrible moment, that the

whole world crumbling, difappearing from his fight, he

fees only God, who remaineth, who filleth all, who alone

changeth not, and pafTeth not away. Formerly he ufed to

Complain, with an impious and ironical air, that it is very

difficult to feel any fervent emotions for a God whom we
fee not, and not to love beings whom we perceive, and

whointereft all our fenfes. Ah! in this laft moment, he

fhall fee only God : The hitherto Invifible will now be

vifible to him ; his fenfes, already extinguifhed, willrejeft

all fenfual objefls ; all Ihall vaniffi around him ; and God
will take the place of thofe delufions, which liad mifled

and deceived him through life.

Thus every thing changes to this unfortunate wretch
;

and thefe changes, with his reparations and furprifes, oc-

cafion the lail bitternefs of the fpeftacle of death.

Change in his credit and in his authority.—From the mo-

ment that nothing farther is to be expefted from his life,

the
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the world ceafes to reckon upon him : His pretended

friends withdraw; his dependents already {eek, elfewhere,

other prote£lors, and other mailers : Even his flaves are em-

ployed in fecuring to themfelves, after his death, an eflab-

lilhment which may fuit them ; fcarcely does a fufficient

number remain around him to catch his laft fighs. All

abandon him ; all withdraw themfelves : He no longer fees

around him that eager crowd of worfhippers ; it is a fuc-

ceflTor, perhaps, upon whom they already lavifli the fame

attentions; whilflhe, fays Job, alone in the bed of his an-

guifh, is no longer furrounded but by the horrors of death ;

already enters into that frightful folitude which the grave

prepares for him, and makes bitter refleftions on the in-

conftancy ol the world, and the little dependence to be

placed on men.

Change in the public efteem, with which he had been fo

flattered, fo intoxicated.—Alas ! that world, by which he

had been fo celebrated, has already forgotten him. The

change which his death fliall neceflarily occafion in the

fcene, may perhaps engage, for a tew days, the public at-

tention ; but this fhort interval over, and he fball be plung-

ed in oblivion ; fcarcely will it be remembered that he

has exifled : Every tongue will now be employed in cele-

brating the abilities of a fucceflbr, and exalting his cha-

ra£ler, upon the wrecks ol his memory and reputation. He
already perceives this negleft ; that he has only to die, and

the blank will fpeedily be filled up ; that no veflige of hira

fliall even remain in the world ; and that the upright alone,

who had feen him furrounded with all his pomp, will fay

to themfelves. Where is he now ? Where now are thofe

flatteries which his greatnefs attrafted ? Behold to what the

world condufts. and what is to be the portion of thofe who

ferve it !

Chang*
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Change in his body.—That flefli, which he had flattered,

idolifed fomuch; that vain beauty, which had attrafted fo

many glances, and corrupted fo many hearts, is already but

afpeftacleof horror, whofe fight is hardly fupportable; it

is no longer but a carcafe, which is approached with dread.

That unfortunate creature, who had lighted up fo many un-

juft paflions. Alas! his friends, his relations, even his

flaves avoid him, conceal themfelves, dare not approach

him, but vnth precaution, and no longer beftow upon him

but the common offices of decency, and even thefe with

reluftance. He himfelf flirinks with horror, and (hudders

at himfelf. I, fays he to himfelf, who formerly attrafted

every look :
" I call mv fervants, and they give me no an-

" fwer : My breath is corrupt ; my days are extinft ; the

*' grave is ready for me."—Job xix. 17.

Laflly, change in every thing which furrounds him.

—

His eyes feek fome refling place, fome objeft of comfort,

and no where do they find but the dreary reprefentations of

death. Yet even ffill, the remembrance ot the paft, and

the view of the prefent, would be little to the expiring

finner ; could he confine himfelf to thefe, he would not be

fo completely miferable ; but the thoughts of a futurity

convulfe him with horror and defpair. That futurity, that

incomprehenfible region of darknefs, which he now ap-

proaches, confcience his only companion : That futurity,

that unknown land from which no traveller has ever re-

turned ; where he knows not whom we fhall find, nor

what awaits him : That futurity, that iathomlefs abyfs, in

>vhich his mind is lofl and bewildered, and into which he

mufl now plunge, ignorant of his deftiny : That futurity,

that tomb, that refidenceof horror, where he mufl now oc-

cupy his place amongfl the afhes and the carcafes of his

anceltors : That futurity, that incomprehenfible eternity,

eve»
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even the afpeftot which he cannot fupport: That futurity,

in a word, that dreadful judgment to which, before the

wrath of God, he muft now appear, and render an account

of a life, of which every moment almoft has been occupied

by crimes. Alas ! while he only looked forward to thij

terrible futurity, at a diftance, he made an infamous boaft

of not dreading it : He continually demanded, with a tonç

of blafphemy and derifion, Who is returned from it? He
ridiculed the vulgar apprehenfions, and piqued himfelf up«

on his undaunted courage. But from the moment that

the hand of God is upon him ; from the moment that

death approaches near, that the gates of eternity open

to receive him, and that he touches upon that terri,

ble futurity, againft which he feemed fo fortified ; ah ! he

then becomes either weak, trembling, difTolved in tears,

raifing up fuppliant hands to heaven, or gloomy, filent,

agitated, revolving within himfelf the moft dreadful

thoughts, and no longer expefting more confolation or

mercy, from his weak tears and lamentations, than from his

frenzies and defpair.

Yes, my brethren, this unfortunate wretch, who had al-

ways lulled himfelf in his exceffes ; always flattered him-

felf that one good moment alone was neceffary, one fenti^

ment of compunflion before death, to appeafe the anger

of God, defpairs then of his clemency. In vain is he told

of his eternal mercies ; he feels to what a degree he is un-

worthy of them : In vain the minifter of the church en-

deavours to footh his terrors, by opening to him the bo-

fom of his divine mercy ; thefe promifes touch him little,-

becaufe he knows well that the charity of the churchy

which never defpairs of falvation for its children, cannot;

however, alter the awful judgments of the juftice of God.

In vain is he promifed forgivenefs of his crimes ; a fecret

and
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j&nd terrible voice refounds from the bottom of his heart,

and tells him, that there is no falvation for the impious,

and that he can have no dependence upon promifes which

are given to his miferies, rather than to the truth. In vain

is he exhorted to apply to thofe laft remedies which the

church offers to the dying : he regards them as defparate re-

liefs, which are hazarded when hope is over ; and which are

beflowed more for the confolation of the living, than from

any profpeft of utility to thofe who are departing. Ser-

vants of.Jefus Chriil are called in to fupport him inthislall

moment; whildall he is enabled to do, is fecretly to envy

their lot, and to detefl the mifery of his own : His friends

and relations are aflembled round his bed, to receive his

laft fighs, and he turns away from them his eyes, becaufe

he finds ftill amidft them the remembrance of his crimes.

Death, however, approaches : The minifter endeavours to

fupport, by prayer, that fpark of lite which ftill remains :

•' Depart, Chriftian foul," fays he ; He fays not to him.

Prince, grandee of the world, depart. During his life,

the public monuments were hardly fufHcient for the num-

ber and pride of his titles : In this laft moment, they give

him that title alone which he had received in baptifm ; the

only one to which he had paid no attention, and the only

one which can remain to him for ever. Depart, Chriftian

foul.' Alas ! he had lived as if the body had formed his on-

ly being and treafure : He had even tried to perfuade him-

felf, that his foul was nothing : That man is only a compo-

fition of fleih and blood, and that every thing perifhes with

US : He is now informed, that it is his body, which is

nothing but a morfel of clay, now on the point of crum-

bling into pieces ; and that his only immortal being, is

that foul, that image *of the Divinity, that intelligence,

alone capable of knowing and loving its Creator, which

now prepares to quit its earthly manfion, and appear be-

VoL. I. N a^ " tore
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fore his awful tribunal. Depart, Chriflian foul. You had

looked upon the earth as your country ; and it was only a

place of pilgrimage, from which you muft depart: The

Church thought to have announced glad tidings to you, the

expiration of your exilement, in announcing the diflblu-

tion of your earthly frame : Alas ! and it only brings you

melancholy and frightful news, and opens the commence-

ment of your miferies and anguilh.

Depart then, Chriflian foul. Soul, marked with the

feal of falvation, which you have effaced. Redeemed by

the blood of Jefus Chrift, whom you have trampled under

foot : Purified by the grace of regeneration, which you

have a thoufand times flained ; enlightened by the lights of

the faith, which you have always rejefted ; loaded with all

the tender mercies of Heaven, which you have always un-

worthily profaned. Depart, Chriflian foul. Go, and car-

ry before Jefus Chrifl that augufl title, which fhould have

been the illuilrious mark of your falvation, but which now

becomes the greatefl of your crimes.

Then, the expiring finner, no longer finding in the re-

membrance of the pafl, but regrets which overwhelm him :

In all which takes place around him, but images which

afîliél him : In the thoughts of futurity, but horrors which

appal him : No longer knowing to whom to have recourfe ;

neither to created beings, who now leave him ; nor to the

world, which vanifhes ; nor to men, who cannot fave him

from death ; nor bo the Jufl God, whom he looks upon as a

declared enemy, and from whom he has no indulgence to

expeft ; a thoufand horrors occupy his thoughts ; he tor-

ments, he agitates himfelf, in order to fly from death which

grafps him, or at leaflto fly from himfelf; From his expir-

ing eyes, iflue fomething, I know not what of, dark and

gloomy.
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gloomy, which cxprefTcs the fnry of his foul ; in his an-

guifh, be utters words interrupted by fobs, which are un-

inteHigible, and to which they know not whether repen-

tance or defpair gives birth. He is feized with convulHons,

which they are ignorant whether to afcribe to the aftual

diflblution of his body, or to the foul which feels the ap-

proach of its Judge : He deeply jfighs ; and they know

not whether the remembrance of his pad crimes, or the

defpair at quitting life, forces from him fuch groans ot an-

guifh. At laft, in the midft of thefe melancholy exer-

tions, his eyes fix, his features change, his countenance

becomes disfigured, his livid lips convulfively feparate;

his whole frame quivers; and, by this laft effort, his un-

fortunate foul tears itfelf relu6)tantly from that body of clay,

falls into the hands of its God, and finds itfelf alone at the

foot of the awful tribunal.

My brethren, in this manner do thofe expn-e who forget

their Creator during life. Thus fhall you yourfelves die,

if your crimes accompany you to that laft moment.

Every thing will change in your eyes, and you fhall not

change yourfelves : You fhall die, and you fhall die in fin,

as you have lived ; and your death will be fimilar to your

life. Prevent this mifery, O my brethren. Live the life

of the righteous; and your death, fimilar, to theirs, will

be accompanied with joy, peace, and confolation. This

is what I mean to explain in the fécond part of this Dif-

courfe.

Part II.—I know, that even to the mofl upright fouls,.

there is always fomething terrible in death. The judgments,

of God> whofe profound fecre.cy they dread ; the darknef-

fes of their own confcience, in which they continually

figure
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figure to themfelves hidden ftains, known to the Almighty

alone ; the livelinefs of their taith, and of their love, which

in their own fight magnifies their fmallefl faults ; in a word,

the difTolution itfelf of their earthly frame, and the natural

horror we feel for the grave : All thefe occafion death to be

attended by a natural fenfation of dread and repugnance,

in fo much, that as St. Paul fays, the mofl upright them-

felves, who anxioufly long to be clothed with that immor-

tality promifed to them, would yet willingly attain it,

without being divefted of the mortality which encompaffes

them.

It is not lefs true, however, that in them, grace rifes fu-

perior to that horror at death, which fprings from Nature ;

and in that moment, whether they recal the pafl, confider

the prefent, or look forward to the future, they find, in

the remembrance of the pafl, the end of their troubles ; in

the confideration of the prefent, a novelty, which moves

them with a holy joy ; in their views towards the future,

the certainty of an eternity, which fills them with rapture ;

in fo much, that the fame fituations, which are the occafion

of defpair to the dying finner, become then an abundant

fouree of confolation to the faithful foul.

I fay, whether they recal the pafl : And here, my bre-

thren, figure to yourfelves a righteous charafter on the

bed of death, who has long, by the pra6lice of Chriftian

works, prepared himfelf for this lafl moment; hasamafTcd

a treafure of righteoufnefs, that he may not appear empty-

handed in the prefence of his Judge ; and has li\'ed in failh,

that he may die in peace, and in all the confolations of

hope : Figure to yourfelves this foul, reaching at lafl that

final hour, of which he had never lofl fight, and with which

he had always connefted all the troubles, all the wants, all

the
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the felf-denials, all the events of his mortal life. I fay-

that nothing is more foothing to him, than the remembrance

of the paft ; of his fufFerings, of his mortifications, oi all

the trials which he has undergone.

Yes, my brethren, it appears frightful to you at prefent

to fufFer for God. The fmalleft exertions upon yourfelves

required by religion, feem to overpower you
;
you con-

fider as unhappy thofe who bear the yoke of Jefus Chrift

,

and who, to pleafe him, renounce the world, and all its

charms. But on the bed of death, the moft foothing re-

fleftion to a faithful foul, is the remembrance of what he

has fuffercd for his God. He then comprehends all the

merit of penitence, and how abfurd men are, to difpute

with God, a moment of conflraint, which will be entitled

to the recompenfe of a felicity without end, and without

meafure. For then, his confolation is, that he has facrifi-

ced only the gratifications of a moment, of which there

would only remain to him now, the confufion and the

Ihame ; that whatever he might have fufFered for the world,

would in this moment be loft to him ; on the contrary,

that the fmalleft fuffering for God, a tear, a mortification,

a vain pleafure facrificed, an improper defire reprefTed,

will never be forgotten, but fhall laft as long as God him-

felf. What confoles him is, that of all the human luxu-

ries and enjoyments, alas ! on the bed of death there re-

main no more to the finner who has always indulged in

them, than to the righteous man who has always abftained

from them : that they are equally paft to them both ; but

that the one fhall bear eternally the guilt of having deliver,

ed himfelf. up to them, and the other the glory of having

known how to vanquifh them.

This



294 s E R M O N X'

Thisis what the paft offers to a faithful foul, on the bed

of death. Sufferings, affligions, which have endured but

a little while, and which are now to be eternally rewarded :

The time of dangers and temptations paft ; the at'tacks made

by the world upon his faith at laft terminated ; th.e trials in

which his innocence had run fo many rifks, at laft difap-

peared ; the occafions in which his virtue had fo nearly

been fhipwrecked, at laft lor ever removed ; the continual

combats which he had to fuftain againft his paffions, at laft

ended ; and every obftacle which flefti and blood had al-

ways placed in the way of his piety, for ever annihilated.

How fweet it is, when fafely arrived in port, to recal the

remembrance of paft dangers and tempefts ! When viftori-

ous in the race, how pleafing to retrace, in imagination,

our exertions, and to review thofe parts of the courfe moft

diftinguiflied by the toils, the obftacles, and the difficukie»

which have rendered them celebrated.

The righteous man then appears to me like another Mo-
fes, expiring on the holy mountain, where the Lord had

marked out to him his grave :
'• Get thee up into the moun-

*' tain Abarim, and die," &c. Deut. xxxii. 49 ; who be-

fore he expired, looking down from that facred place, and

cafting his eyes over that extent of country, the nations

and kingdoms he had travérfed, and now leaves behind him,

reviews, in imagination, the numberlefs dangers he had ef-

caped ; his battles with fo many conquered nations ; the

fatigues of the defart ; the fnares of Midian ; the mur-

murs and calumnies of his brethren ; the rocks fplit in pie-

ces ; the dangers of Egypt avoided ; the waters of the Red
Sea got over ; hunger, thirft, and wearinefs ftruggled

againft ; and touching at laft the happy term of fo many-

labours, and viewing from afar that country promifed to

hi»
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his fathers, he fings a fong of thankfgiving and praife to

"God; dies tranfported with joy, both at the remembrance

of fo many dangers avoided, and at the profpeft of that

place of reft, which the Lord fhews him from afar ; and

looks upon the holy mountain, where he is to expire, as

the reward of his toils, and the happy terra of his courfe.

Not that the remembrance of the paft, in recalling to the

dying righteous foul the trials and dangers of his paft life,

does not alfo remind him ot his infidelities and wanderings
;

but thefe are errors expiated by the fighs of repentance
;

wanderings which have fortunately been followed by a re-

newal of fervour and fidelity ; wanderings which recal to

him the mercies of God to his foul, who hath made his

crimes the means of his repentance, his paflions of his

converfion, and his errors of his falvation. The grief for

his faults, in this laft moment, becomes only a forrow of

confolation and tendernefs ; and tears which this remem-

brance draws from him ftill, are no longer but the tears of

joy and gratitude.

The former mercies of God to his foul fill him with con-

fidence, and infpire him with a juft hope of more; the

paft conduft of God, with regard to him, comforts his

heart, and feems to anfwer for what he fhall experience in

future. He no longer, as in the days of his penitence and

mourning, figures to himfelf the Almighty under the idea

of a terrible and fevere judge, whom he had infulted, and

whom it was necclTary to appeafe ; but as the Father of mer-

cies, and a God of all confolation, who prepares to re-

ceive him into his bofom, and there fhelter him from all

^ his affliélions.

•' Awake,

\
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"Awake, righteous foul," fays then to him in fecret

his Lord and his God; " Thou who haft drunken the

*• dregs of the cup of trembling, thou (halt no more drink

* it again ; the days oi thy tribulation are paft. Shake

"thyfelf from the duft, arife, and fit down; loofe thy-

" felf from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of

" Zion : Put on thy ftrength, put on thy beautiful gar-

*' ments : Enter into the everlaftingjoy of thy Lord, where

•* thou fhalt obtain gladnefs and peace, and forrow and

*' mourning fhall flee away." Ifaiah li. 17. &c.

Firft confolation of the upright foul in the bed of death ;

the remembrance of the paft.—But all which takes place

around him ; the wqrld which flies from him ; all created

beings which difappear ; all that phantom of vanity which

vanifties ; this change, this novelty, is the fource ftill of a

thoufand confolations to him.

We have juft feen, that the defpair of the dying (inner,

in viewing what paffes around him, is occafioned by his

furprifes, his feparations, his changes ; thefe are precifely

the fources of confolation to the faithful foul in this laft

moment. Nothing furprifes him : He is feparated frora

nothing : In his eyes nothing is changed.

Nothing furprifes him.—The hour of the Lord furprifes

him not ; he expefted, he longed for it. The thought oi

this laft moment accompanied all his aftions, entered into

all his projefïs, regulated all his defires, and animated his

whole conduft through life. Every hour, every moment,

feemed to him the one which the upright judge had ap-

pointed for that dreadful reckoning, where righteoufnefs

itfelf
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itfelf fhall be judged. Thus had he lived, incefTantly pre-

paring his foul for that laft hour. Thus he expires, tran-

quil, confoled, without furprife or dread, in the peace of

his Lord ; death never approaching nearer tp him than he

had always beheld it ; and experiencing no difference be-

twixt the day of his death, and the ordinary ones of his

liFe.

Befides, what occafions the furprile and the defpair of

the fmner on the bed of death, is to fee that the world, in

which he had ever placed all his confidence, is nothing, is

but a dream, which yaniflies and is annihilated.

But the faithful foul, in his laft moment; ah ! he fees

the World in the fame light he had always viewed it : as a

fiiadow which flitteth away ; as a vapour which deceives at

a diftance, but, when approached, has neither reality nor

fubftance. He feels then the holy joy of having eftimated

the world according to its merit ; of having judged with

propriety ; of never being attached to what muft one day-

flip from him in a moment ; and of having placed his con-

fidence in God alone, who remaineth for ever, eternally to

reward thofe who truft in him.

How fweet then to a faithful foul, to fay to himfelf, I

have made the happiell choice; how fortunate for me,

that I attached myfelf only to God, fince he alone will en-

dure to me for ever! My choice was regarded as a folly;

the world laughed it to fcorn, and found me whimfical and

Angular in not conforming myfelf to its ways : but ngw

this laft moment verifies all. It is death that decides on

which fide are the wife or the foolilh, and which of the

two has judged aright, the worldly or the faithful.

Vol. I. O o Thus
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Thus does the upright foul, on ths bed of death, view

the world and all its glory. When the minifters of the

church come to converfe with him of God, and the noth-

ingnefs of all human things, thefe holy truths, fo new to

the finner in that laft moment, arefubjefts familiar to him,

obje£ls of which he had never loft fight : Thefe confolitory

truths are then his fweeteft occupation; he meditates up-

on, he enjoys them, he draws them from the bottom ot

his heart, where they had always been cherifhed, to place

them full in his view, and he contemplates them with joy.

The minifter ot Jefus Chrill fpeaks no new or foreign lan-

guage to him ; it is the language of his heart ; they are

the fentiments ot his whole life. Nothing fooths him fo

much then, as to hear that God (poken of, whom he had

always loved ; thofe eternal riches, which he had always

coveted ; that happinefs of another life, for which he had

always fighed; and the nothingnefs of that world, which

Tie had always defpifed. All other fubjeftsof converfation

become infiped to him ; he can liften only to the mercies

of the God of his fathers, and lie regrets the moments as

k)ft, which muft necefTarily be devoted to the regulation of

an earthly manfion, and the fucceffion ot his anceftors.

Great God ! What knowledge I What peace Î What deli-

cious tranfports f What holy emotions of love, of joy, of

confidence, of thankfgiving, then fill the foul of this

righteous chara^er I His faith is renewed ; his love is in*

vigoratcd ; his fervour is excited ; his compunftion is a-

wakened. The nearer the diffolution of the earthly man

approaches, the more is the new man completed and per-

fcfled ! The more his manfion of clay crumbles, the more

is his foul purified and exalted : In proportion as the body

falls into ruin, the fpirit is difengaged and renewed ; like

a pure and brilliant flame, which afcends and (hines forth

with additional fplendour, in proportion as it dilengages

itfelf

$
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itfelf from the remains of matter which held it down, and

as the fubftance to which it was attached is confumed and

diffipated.

Alas ! All difcourfes upon God fatigue the finner on the

bed of death: They irritate his evils; his head fuffers by

them, and his reft is difturbed : It becomes necefFary to

manage his weak nefs, by venturing only a few words at

proper periods ; to do it with precaution, left their length

ihould incommode him ; to chufe the monnents for fpeak-

ing to him of the God who is ready to judge him, and

whom he has never known. Holy artifices of charity are

required, nay deception is even neceftary fometimes, tq

make him beftow a thought upon his falvation. Even the

minifters of the, church but rarely approach him, becaufe

they well know that their prefence is only an intrufion.

They are excluded, as difagreeable and melancholy pro-

phets ; his friends around him carefully turn the converfa-

tion from falvation, as conveying the news oi death, and as s^

difmal fubjeft which wearies him; they endeavour toenli*

veil his fpirits, by relating the affairs and vanities of the

age, which had engrofled him during life. Great God !

and thou permitteft that this unfortunate wretch fhall bear,

even to death, his diflike to truth ; that worldly images

Ihall ftill occupy him in this laft moment ; and that they

Ihall dread to fpeak to him of his God, whom he has al-

ways dreaded to ferve, and to know !

But let us not lofe fight of the faithful foul : Not only

he fees nothing on the bed of death which furprifes him,,

but he is likewife feparated from nothing which he laments

or regrets. For what can death feparate him from, to

occafion either regret or tears ? From the world ? Alas f

from a world, in which he had always lived as an exi'ie ;.

in^
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in which he had found only fliameful excefles, which

grieved his faith; rocks at which his innocence trem-

bled ; attentions, which were troublefome to him ; fub-

jeftions, which in fpite of himfelf, ftill divided him be-

twixt heaven and the earth : We feel little regret for the

lofs of what we have never loved. From his riches and

wealth ? Alas ! his treafure was in heaven ; His riches had

been the riches of the poor : He lofes them not ; he only

goes to regain them for ever, in thebofom of God. From

his titles and his dignities ? Alas { it is a yoke from which

he is delivered : The only title dear to him, was the one

he had received in baptifm, which he now bears to the

prefence of God, and which conftitutes his claim to the

eternal promifes. From his relations and friends ? Alas !

he knows that he only precedes them by a moment ; that

death cannot feparate thofe whom charity had joined

upon the earth ; and that, foon united together in the

bofom of God, they fhall again form the fame church,

and the fame people, and fhall enjoy the delights of an im-

mortal fociety. From his children ? He leaves to them the

Lord as a father ; his example and inflruftions as an in-

heritance ; his good wifhes and his blelling as a final con-

folation : And, like David, he expires in entreating for his

fon Solomon, not temporal profperities, but a perfeft heart,

love of the law, and the fear of the God of his fathers.

From his body ? Alas ! from that body which he had al-

ways chaftifed, crucified ; which he confidered as his ene-

my ; which kept him flill dependent upon the fenfes and

theflefh ; which overwhelmed him under the weight of fo

many humiliating wants ; from that houfe of clay, which

confined him prifoner ; which prolonged the days of his

banifhment and his flavery, and retarded his union with

Jefus Chrifl : Ah ! like St. Paul, he earneflly wifhes its

difTolution : It is an irkfome clothing, from which he is

delivered ;
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delivered ; it is a wall of feparation from his God, which

is deflroyed ; and which now leaves him free, and qualifi-

ed to make his flight towards the eternal mountains. Thus

death feparates him from nothing, becaule faith had already

feparat^d him from all.

1 do not add, that the changes which take place on the

bed of death, fo full of defpair to the finner, change no-

thing in the faithful foul. His reafon, it is true, decays ; but

for a long time paft, he had fubjefled it to the yoke of

faith, and extinguiftied its vain lights before the light of

God, and the profundity of his myfteries. His expiring

eyes become darkened, and are clofed upon all vifible ob-

jets ; but long ago they had been fixed on the invifible alone.

His tongue is immoveable ; but he had long before planted

the guard of circumfpeftion on it, and meditated in

filence the mercies of the God of his fathers. All his

fenfes are blunted, and lofe their natural ufe ; but for a

long time paft, he had himfelf interdi£led their influence.

He had eyes, and faw not ; ears, and heard not ; tafte, and

reliflied only the things of heaven. Nothing is changed,

therefore, to this foul, on the bed of death. His body falls

in pieces ; all created beings vanifh from his eyes ; light

retires; all nature returns to nothing; and, in the midft

of all ihefe changes, he alone changeth not ; he alone is al-

ways the fame.

How grand, my brethren, does faith render the righteous

on the bed of death ! How worthy of God, of angels,

and of men, is the fight of the upright foul in that lad

moment ! It is then that the faithful heart appears mafter of

the world, and of all the created ; it is then, that participating

already in the greatnefs and the immutability of the God
to whom he is on the eve of being united, he is elevated

above
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above all ; in the world, without any connexion with it J,

in a mortal body, without being chained to it ; in the midft

of his relations and friends, without feeing or knowing

them ; in the midfl of the embarraflments and changes

which his death opens to his fight, without the fmalleft in-

terruption to his tranquillity : He is already fixed in the

bofom of God, in the midft of the deftruÊlion of all things.

Once more, my brethren, how grand it is to have lived:

in the obfervance of the law of the Lord, and to die ia

his fear ! With what dignity does not faith then difpla/;

itfelf in the righteous foul ? It is the moment of his glory

and triumph ; it is the centre at which the whole luflre o£

his life and of his virtues unite.

How beautiful to fee the righteous man, then moving

with a tranquil and majeftic peace towards eternity ! And
with reafon did the falfe Prophet cry out, when he faw thç

triumphal march of the Ifraelites entering into the land ot

Promife, " Let me die the death of the righteous, and let

" my end be like his." Numbers xxiii. lo.

And behold, my brethren, what completely fills with

joy and confolation the faithful foul on the bed of death :

It is the thought of futurity. The finner, during health,

looks forward to a future flate with a tranquil eye ; but in

this laft moment, beholding its approach, his tranquillity

is changed into fhudderings and terror. The upright man,

on the contrary, during the days of his mortal life, durft

never regard, with a fixed eye, the depth and the extent

of God's judgments : He wrought out his falvation with

fear and trembling ; he fhuddered at the very thought ot

that dreadful futurity, where even the jufl, if judged

without mercy, fhall hardly be faved : But, on the bed of

death, ah ! The God of Peace who difplays himfelf to him,

calms
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calnis his agitations ; his fears immediately ceafe, and are

changed into a fweet hope. He already pierces, with ex-

piring eyes, through that cloud of mortality which ftill

iurrounds him, and fees the throne of glory, and the Son

of Man at his Father's right hand, ready to receive him •'

that immortal countr)', for which he had longed fo much,

and upon which his mind had always dwelt ; that Holy

Zion, which the God of his fathers filleth with his glory

and his prefence ; where he overfloweth the eleft with at

torrent oi delights, and maketh them for ever io «njoy the

éncomprêhenfible riches which he hath prepared for thofe

who love him ; that city of the people of God, the refi-

dence of the faints, the habitation of thejuft, and of the

Prophets, where he (hall again find his brethren, with

whom charity had united him on the earth, and with whom

he will blefs eternally the tender nrierciesof the Lord, and

join with them in halelujahsto his praife.

- Ah ! when alfo the minifters of the church come to an-

nounce to this foul, that the hour is come, and that eter-

nity approaches ; when they come to tell him, in the name

of the Ghurch, which fends them :
•' Depart, Chriftian

•' foul : Quit at laft that earth, where you have fo long

*• been a ftranger and a captive : The time of trial and

*' tribulation is over : Behold, at laft, the upright Judge,

** who comes to ftrike off the chains of your mortality :

•' Return to the bofom of God, from whence you came :

" Quit now a world, which was unworthy ot you : The
*• Almighty hath at laft been touched with your tears : He
' at laft openeth to you the gate of eternity, the gate of

*' the upright: Depart faithful foul; Go, and unite thy-

* felf to the Heavenly Church, which expefts thee : On-

" ly remember your brethren, whom you leave upon the

" earth, ftill expofed to temptations and to ftorms : Be
" touched
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" touched with the melancholy Hate of the Church, here

" below, which has given you birth in Jefus Chrift, and

" which envies your departure : Entreat the end of her

*• captivity, and her re-union with her fpoufe, from whom
" fhe is ftill feparated. Thofe who fleep in the Lord, pe-

" rifh not for ever : We only quit you on the earth, in or-

" der to regain you in a little time with Jefus Chrift, in

•' the kingdom oi the Holy ; The body, which you are

" on the point of leaving a prey to worms and to putrefac-

" tion, fhall foon follow you, immortal and glorious. Not
" a hair ot your head fhall perifb. There (hall remain in

" your allies, a feed of immortality, even to the day of

*' revelation, when your parched bones fhall be vivified,

*' and again appear more refplendent than light : What
" happinefs for you, to be at laft quit of all the miferies

• which flill afflift us, to be no longer expofed, like your

•• brethren, to lofe that God, whom you go to enjoy; to

*' fhut your eyes, at laft, on all the fcandals which grieve

** us ; on that vanity, which feduces us ; on thofe exam-
* pies, which lead us aftray ; on thofe attachments, which

" engrofs us ; and on thofe troubles, which confume us !

" What happinefs, to quit at laft a place, where every

'•thing tires, and every thing fullies us; where we area

•' burden to ourfelves, and where we only exift, in order

*• to, be unhappy ; and to go to a refidence of peace, of

•joy, of quiet, where our onl-y occupation will be to en- -

" joy the God whom we love." < .

What bleffed tidings, then, of joy and immortality, to

this righteous foul ! What bleffed arrangement ! With

what peace, what confidence, what thankfgivings, does

he not accept ! He raifes, like old Simeon, his dying eyes

to heaven ; and viewing the Lord, who comcth inwardly,

fays to him, *' Break, O my God, when thou pleafeft,

" thefe
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" tliefe remains oi mortality ; thefe feeble ties, which
** ftill keep me here : I wait, in peace and in hope the ef-

*• feels of thine eternal promifes." Thus purified by the

expiation of an holy and Chriflian life, fortified by the

laft remedies of the Church, wafhed in the blood of the

Lamb, fupported by the hope of the promifes, and ripe

ioT eternity, he fliuts his eyes with an holy joy on all fub-

lunary creatures : He tranquilly goes to fleep in the Lord,

and returns to the bofom of that God from whence he

came.

My brethren, any obfervations here would be ufelefsu

Such is the end of thofe who have lived in the fear of the

Lord ; Their death is precious before God, like their life.

Such is the deplorable end of thofe, who have neglefted

him to that laft hour : The death of a finner is abominable

in the eyes of the Lord, equally as their life. If you live

in fin, you will die in all the horrors, and in all the ufelefs

regrets of the finner, and your death fhall be an eternal

death. If you live in righteoufncfs, you will die in peace,

and in the confidence of the juft, and your death will be

only a pafTage to a blefTed immortality.

Now, to God the Father, God the Son, and God the

Koly Gboft, be all honour and glory, now, henceforth,

and for evermore. Amen.

Vol. L P P SERMON



SERMON XL

ON CHARITY,

John vi. ii.

And Je/us took the baves, and, when he had given

thanks, he dijlribuied to the difciples^ and the difaples

to them that were fet down.

XT is not without defign that our Saviour affociates the

difciples, in the prodigy of multiplying the loaves, and

that he makes ufe of their miniftry in diftributing the mira-

culous food among a people prefled with hunger and want^

He might, again, no doubt, have made manna to rain upon

the defert, and faved to his difciples the trouble of fo pain-

ful a diflribution.

But, might he not, alfo, after raifing up Lazarus from

the dead, difpenfed with their affiflance in unloofing him ?

Could his Almighty voice, which had juft broken afunder

the chains of death, have found- any refiflance irom the

feeble bands which the hand of man had formed ? It is be-

taufe he wiflied to point out to them beforehand the facred

cxercife of their miniftry ; the part they were afterwards to

have in the fpiritual refurrcftion of finners ; and that what-

ever they fhould unloofe upoathe earth fhould beunloofed

in heaven.

Again.
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Again, when there was queftion of paying tribute to

Cefar, he might have avoided the fnare of Peter, by pro-

ducing a piece of money out of the bowels ot a fifli : He
tvho, even from ftones, was able to raife up children of

Abraham, might furely with greater eafe have converted

them into a precious metal, and thereby furnifhed the

amount of the tribute due to Cefar : But, in the cha-

rafter of Head of the Church, he meant to teach his mi-

niilers to refpeft thofe in authority ; and, by rendering

honour arid tribute to the powers eftablilhed by God, to iet

an example of fubmiffion to other believers.

Thus, in making ufe, upon this occafion, of the inter»

vention of the apoftles to diftribute the loaves to the mul-

titude, his defign is, to accuftom all his difciples to com-

panion and liberality towards the unfortunate : He efta-

blifhes you the minifters of his providence, arid multiplies

the riches of the earth in your hands, for the fole purpofe

of being diftributed from thence among that multitude of

unfortunate fellow-creatures which furrounds you. He,

do doubt, might nourilh them himfelf, as he formerly nou-

riflied Paul and Elijah in the defert ; without your inter-

ference he might comfort thofe creatures which bear his

image ; he, whofe invifible hand prepares food even tor the

young ravens which invoke him in their want ; but he

wifhes to aiïbciate you in the merit of his liberality ; he

wifhes you to be placed betwixt himfelt and the poor, like

refrefliing clouds, always ready to fhower upon them thofe

fruftifying ftreams which you have only received for their

advantage.

Such is the order of his providence ; it was neceflary

that means of falvation fhould be provided for all men :

riches would corrupt the heart, it charity were not to

expiate
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expiate theif abufe ; indigence would fatigue and wea-

ry out virtue, ii the fuccours ot compaffion were not

to foften its bitternefs ; the poor facilitate to the rich

the pardon of their pleafures ; the rich animate the poor not

to lofe the merit of their fufferings.

Apply yourfelf, then, be whom you may, to all the con-

fequence of this gofpel. If you groan under the yoke of

poverty, the tendernefs and vhe care of Jefus Chrift to-

wards all the wants of a wandering and unprovided people

will confole you : If born to opulence, the example of

the difciples will now inllru£l you. You will there fee,

ijlly. The pretexts which they oppofe to the duty of cha-

rity confuted : adf/y, You will learn what ought to be its

rules. That is to fay, that in the firft part of this difcourfe

we fhall eflablifli this duty againft all the vain excufes ot

avarice ; in the fécond we (hall inftruft you in the manner

of fulfilling it againfl even the defefts of charity ; it is the

moft natural inllruftion with which the hiftory of the gof-

pel prefents us.

Part I.—It is fcarcely a matter of controverfy now in

the world, whether the law ot God make a precept to us

of charity : The gofpel is fo pointed on this duty ; the

fpirit and the ground-work of religion lead us fo naturally

toit ; the idea alone which we have of Providence, in the

difpenfation of temporal things, leaves fo little room on

that point to opinion or doubt, that, though many be ig-

norant of the extent of this obligation, yet there are al-

mofl none who do not admit of the foundation and prin-

ciple.

Who, indeed, is ignorant that the Lord, whofe provi-

dence hath regulated all things with an order fo admirable

and
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and beautiful, and prepared iood even for the beafts of the

field, would never have left men, created after his own image,

a prey to hunger and indigence, whilil he would liberally

ftiower upon a fmall number of happy individuals the blef-

fings of heaven and the fat of the earth, if he had not in-

tended that the abundance of the one fhould fupply the

neceffities of the other ?

Who is ignorant that originally every thing belonged in

common to all men ; that fimple nature knew neither pro-

perty nor portions ; and that, at firft, fhe left each of us

in pelTefhon of the univerfe ? But that in order to put

bounds to avarice, and to avoid trouble and diflenfions,

the common confent of the people eftablifhed that the wif-

eft, the moft humane, and the mod upright, fhould like-

wife be the moft opulent ; that befides the portion of wealth

deflined to them by nature, they fhould alfo be charged

with that of the weakeff, to be its depofitaries, and to de-

fend it agalnft ufurpation and violence : confequently,

that they were eftablifhed by nature itfelf as the guardians

of the unfortunate, and that whatever furplus they had was

only the patrimony of their brethren confided to their care

and their equity ?

Who, laftly, is ignorant that the ties of religion have

flill more firmly cemented the firft bonds of union which

nature had formed among men ; that the grace of Jefus

Chrift, which brought forth the firft believers, made of

them not only one heart and one foul, but alfo one family,

where the idea of individual property was exploded ; and

that the gofpel, making it a law to us to love our brethren

as ourfelves, no longer permits us to be ignorant of their

wants, or to be infenfible to their forrows ?

But



m SERMON XI.

But it is with the duty of charity as with all the other

duties of the law ; in general, the obligation is not, even

in idea, denied ; but, does the circumftance of its fulfil-

ment take place ? A pretext is never wanting, either to

difpenfe with it entirely, or at leall to be quit fora moiety

of the duty. Now, it would appear that the fpirit of God
hath meant to point out to us all thefe pretexts, in the an-.

fwers which the difciples made to Jefus Chrift in order to

excufe themfelves from aflifting the famifhed multitude

which had followed him to the defert.

In the firfl place, they remind him, that they had fcarcely

wherewithal to fupply their own wants ; and that only five

loaves of barley, and two fifhes remained : behold the firft

pretext, made ufe of by covetoufnefs, in oppofition to the

duty of companion. Scarcely have they fufficient for

themfelves ; they have a name and a rank to fupport in the

world ; children to eftablilh ; creditors to fatisfy ; public

charges to fupport ; a thoufand expences oi pure bene-

volence, to which attention muft be paid; now, what is

any income, not entirely unlimited, to fuch endlefs de-

mands ? in this manner, the world continually fpeaks ; and

a world the moll brilliant, and the mod fumptuous.

Now, I well know, that the limits of what is called a

fufficiency, are not the fame for all flations ; that they exr

tend in proportion to rank and birth ; that one ftar, fays the

apoftle, muft differ in luftre from another ; that, even

from the apoflolic ages, men were feen in the affemblies of

believers, clothed in robes of diftinftion, with rings of

gold, while others, of a more obfcure ftation, were forced

to content themfelves with the apparel nêcelTary to cover

their nakednefs ; that, confequently, religion doth not con-

found flations ; and that, if it forbid thofe who dwell in

the
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the palaces oi kings to be eflfeminate in their manners, and

- indecently luxurious in their drefs, it doth not at the fame

time prefcribe to them the poverty, and the fimplicity of

thofe who dwell in cottages, or of thofe who form the

lower ranks of the people : I know it.

But, my brethren, it is an inconteftible truth, that,

whatever furplus you may have, belongs not to you ; that

it is the portion of the poor, and, that you are entitled to

confider as your own only that proportion of your revenues

which is necelTary to fupport that ftation in which Provi-

dence hath placed you. I afk, then, is it the gofpe!, or

covetoufnefs, which rauft regulate that fufficiency ? Would

you dare to pretend, that all thofe vanities, oi which cuf-

tom has now made a law, are to be held in the fight ot

God, as expences infeparable from your condition ? That

everything which flatters, and is agreeable to you, which

nourifhes your pride, gratifies your caprices, and corrupts

your heart, is for that reafon neceflary to you ? That all

which you facrifice to the fortune of a child, in order to

raife him above his ancelfors ; all which you rifk in gaming ;•

that luxury, which either fuits not your birth, or is an

abufe of it : would you dare to pretend, that all thefe have

inconteftible claims on your revenues, which are to be pre-

ferred to thofe of charity ? Laftly, Would you dare to

pretend, that, becaufe your father, perhaps obfcure, and

of the loweft rank, may have left to you ail his wealth, and

perhaps his crimes, you are entitled to forget your family,

and the houfe of your father, in order to mingle with the

higheil ranks, and to fupport the fame eclat, becaufe, you

arc enabled to fupport the fame expence ?

' If this be the cafe, my brethren, if you confider as a

furplus only, that which may efcape from your pleafure,

from



..312 SERMON XI.

from your extravagancies, and from yoiir caprices, you

have only to be voluptuous, capricious, diffolute and

prodigal, in order to be wholly difpenfed from the duty

of charity. The more pafTions you fhall have to fatisfy,

the more will your obligation to charity diminifh ; and

your exceffes, which the Lord hath commanded you

to expiate by afts of compafTion, will themfelves become

a privilege to difpenfe yourfelves from them. There muft

neceffarily, thereiore, be fome rule here to obferve, and

forae limits to appoint ourfelves, different from thofe of

avarice : and behold it, my brethren, the rule of faith.

Whatever tends to nourifh only the life of the fenfes, to

flatter the paflions, to countenance the vain pomp and

abufes of the world, is fuperfluous to a Chriftian ; thefe

are what you ought to retrench, and to fet apart ; thefe are

the funds and the heritage of the poor ; you are only their

depofitaries, and you cannot encroach upon them, without

ufurpation and injuftice. The gofpel reduces to very little

the fufficiency of a Chriftian, however exalted in the world ;

religion, retrenches much from the expences ; and did we

live all according to the rules ot faith, our wants, which

would no longer be multiplied by our pafTions, would ftill

be fewer : the greateft part of our wealth, would be found

entirely ufelefs ; and as in the firft age ot faith, indigence

would no longer grieve the church, nor be feen among

believers. Our expences continually increafe, becaufe

our pafRons are every day multiplied ; the opulence of

our fathers is no longer to us but an uncomfortable pov-

erty ; and our great riches can no longer fuffice, be-

caufe nothing can fatisfy thofe who refufe themfelves

nothing.

And in order to give this truth all the extent which the

lubjeft in queilion demands, I alk you, zdly^ Do the ele-

vation
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vation and abundance in which you are born difpenfe you

from fimpHcity, frugality, modefty, and holy reftraint :

By being born great, you are not the lefs Chriflians. In

vain, like thofe Ifraelites in the defert, have you amafTed

more manna than your brethren
; you cannot preferve for

your ufe more than the meafure prefcribed by the law.

Were it not fo, our Saviour would have forbidden pomp,

luxury, and worldly pleafures, but to the poor and unfor-

tunate ; thofe to whom the mifery of their condition ren-

ders needlefs that defence.

Now, this grand truth admitted ; if, according to the

rule of faith it be not permitted to you, to employ your

riches in the gratification of your appetites ; it the rich be

obliged to bear the crofs, continually to renounce them-

felves, and to look for no confolation in this world, equal-

ly as the poor ; what can the defign of Providence have

been, in pouring upon you all the riches ot the earth ?

And, what advantage could even accrue to you, from them?

Could it be in order to adminifter to your irregular defires ?

But, you are no longer bound to theflefh, to live according

to the flefh. Could it be in order to fupport the pride of

rank and birth ? But, whatever you give to vanity, you

cut off from charity. Could it be for the purpofe of hoard-

ing up for your polterity ? But your treafure fliould be on-

ly in heaven. Could it be in order that you might pafs

your life more agreeably ? But if you weep not, if you

fuffer not, if you combat not, you are loft. Could it be

in order to attach you more ftrongly to the world ? But

the Chriftian is not ot this world : he is a citizen of the

age to come. Could it be for the purpofe of aggrandif-

ing your poffeflions and your inheritances ? But, you

would never aggrandife but the place of your exile; and

the gain of the whole world would be vain, if you there-

VOL. I. Q q by
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by loft your foul. Could it be that your table might be

loaded with the moft exquifite dilhes ? But, you well know,

that the gofpel forbids a life of fenfuality and voluptu-ouf-

nefs, equally to the rich, as to the indigent. Review all

the advantages, which according to the world, you can

reap from your profperity, and you will find almoft the

whole of them forbidden by the law of God.

It has not, therefore, been his defign, that they fhould

be merely for your own purpofes, when he multiplied in

your hands the riches of the earth. It is not for yourfeli

that you are born to grandeur ; it is not for yourfelf, as

Mordecai formerly faid to the pious Either, that the Lord

hath exalted you to this point of profperity and grandeur ;

it is for the fake of his afflifted people ; it is to be the pro-

te£for of the unfortunate. If you fulfil not the intentions

of God, with regard to you, continued that wife Ifraelite,

he will employ fome other, who fhall more faithfully ferve

him ; he will transler to them that crown which was in-

tended for you ; he will elfewhere provide the enlargement

and deliverance of his affli6led people ; for he will not per-

mit them to perifh ; but you and your father's houfe fhall

perifh. In the defigns of the Almighty, you therefore are

but the miniflers of his providence, towards thofe whofut-

fer
;
your great riches are only facred depofits, which his

goodnefs hath cntruiled to your care, for fecurity againil

ufurpation and violence, and in order to be more fafely

preferved for the widow and the orphan : your abundance,

in the order of liis wifdom, is deftined only to fupply their

necefTities
;
your authority, only to proteft iliem

;
your

dignities, only to avenge their intereils
;
your rank only

to confole them by your good offices ; whatfoever you be,

you are it only for them
;
your elevation, would no longer be

the work of God, and he would have curfed you, in be-

flowing
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(lowing on you all the riches of the earth, had he given

them to you for any other ufe.

Ah ! alledge then no more to us, as an excufe for your

hardheartednefs towards your brethren, wants which are

condemned by the law of God ; rather juftify his provi-

dence towards all who fufFer ; by entering into his order,

let them know, that there is a God for them, as well as for

you ; and make them blefs the adorable dcfigns of his wif-

dom, in the difpenfation of earthly things, which hath fup-

plied them through your abundance, with fuch refources

of confolatioji.

' But, befides, what can the fmall contributions required

from you retrench from thofe wants, the urgency of which

you tell us fo much ? The Lord exafteth not from you

any part of your poflefTions and heritages, though they be-

long wholly to him, and he hath aright to defpoil you of

them. He leaveth you tranquil pofTeflbrs, of thofe lands,

of thofe palaces, which diftinguifh you in your people,

and with which the piety of your anceftors formerly en-

riched our temples : He doth not command ,you, like tiie

young man of the gofpel, to renounce all, to diftribute

your whole wealth among the poor, and to follow him :

He maketh it not a law to you, as formerly to the firft be-

lievers, to bring all your riches to the feet of your paf-

tors : He doth not ftrike you with anathema, as formerly

Ananias and Saphira, for daring to retain only a portion of

that wealth which they had received from their anceftors
;

you, who only owe the aggrandifement of fortunes per-

haps to public calamities, or other fhameful means of ac-

quirement : He confenteth, that, as the prophet fays, you

fhall call the land by your name; and that you tranfmit to

your pofterity thofe pofTeflions which you have inherited

frojn
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from your anceftors : He wifheth, that you lay apart, only

a portion for the unfortunate, whom he leaveth in indi-

gence : He wiflieth, that while in the luxury and fplendour

oi your apparel, you bear the nourifliment oi a whole peo-

ple of unfortunate fellow-creatures, you have wherewith to

cover the nakednefs of his fervants, who languilh in po-

verty, and know not where to repofe their head : He wilh-

eth, that from thofe tables of voluptuoufnefs, where your

great riches are fcarcely fufficient to fupply your fenfuality,

and the prolufions of an extravagant delicacy, you drop

at leaft a portion, for the relief oi the Lazarufes prefled

with hunger and want : He wifheth that, while paintings

of the mofl abfurd and the mod boundlefs price are feen to

cover the walls of your palaces, your revenues may fuf-

fice to honour the living images of your God: He wifh-

eth, in a word, that, while nothing is fpared towards the

gratification of an inordinate paffion for gaming, and eve-

ry thing is on the verge of being for ever fwallowed up in

that gulph, you come not to calculate your expences, to

meafure your ability, toalledge to us the mediocrity of your

fortune, and the embarraffment of your affairs, when there

is queflion of conloling an afflifted Chriflian. He wifh-

eth it ; and with rcafon doth he not wifh it ? What ! You

fhall be rich for evil, and poor for good ! Your revenues

fhall be amply fufficient to effeft your deftruflion, and they

fhall not fuffice to fave your foul and to purchafe heaven ?

And, becaufeyou carry felf-love to the extreme, every bar-

barity of heart fhould be permitted you towards your un-

fortunate brethren ?

But, whence comes it that, in this fingle circumftance,

you wifh to lower the opinion that the world has of your

riches ? On every other occafion you wifh to be thought

powerful ;
you give yourfelves out as fuch

;
you even

frequently
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frequently conceal, under appearances ot tKe greateft

fplendour, affairs already ruined, merely to fupport the

vain reputation of wealth. This vanity, then, does not

abandon you but when you are put in remembrance of the

duty of companion; not fatisfied, then, with confeffing

the mediocrity of your fortune, you exaggerate it, and

fordidnefs triumphs in your heart, not only over truth, but

even ov er vanity. Ah ! the Lord formerly reproached to

the angel of the church of Sardis, " Becaufe thou fayeft,

" I am rich, and increafed with goods, and have- need of

" nothing ; and knoweft not that in my fight thou art

* wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind, and na-

" ked." But, at prefent he ought, with regard to you, to

change that reproach, and to fay, Oh ! you complain that

*' you are poor and deftitute of every thing, and you will

*' not fee that you are rich and loaded with wealth ; and

" that, in times when almofl all around you fuffer, you
•' alone want for nothing in my fight."

This is the fécond pretext made ufe of in oppofition to

the duty of charity ; the general poverty. Thus the difci-

ples reply, in the fécond place, to our Saviour, as an ex-

cufe for notaffifling the famifhed multitude, that the place

is defert and barren, that it is now late, and that he ought to

lend away the people that they might go into the country

round about, and into the villages, and buy themfelves

bread, for they had nothing to eat. A frefli pretext they

make ufe of to difpenfe themfelves from compafTion ; the

mifery of the times, the fterility and irregularity of the

feafons.

But, 17?/^, Might not our Saviour have anfwercd to the

difciples, as a holy father fays. It is becaufe the place is

barren and defert, and that this people knows not where

to



3i8 SERMON xr.

to find food to allay their hunger, that they ftiould not be

fent away fafting, left their ftrength fail them by the'way ?

And behold, my brethren, what I might alfo reply to you ;

the times are bad, the feafons are unfavourable : Ah ! for

that very reafon you ought to enter with a more feeling

concern, with a more lively and tender anxiety, into the

wants of your fellow-creatures. If the place be defert

and barren even for you, what muft it be for fo many un-

fortunate people ? It you, with all your refources, feel fo

much the mifery of the times, what muft they not fuffer,

thofe who are deftitute of every comfort ? If the plagues

oi Egypt obtrude even into the palaces of the great, and of

Pharaoh, what muft be the defolation in the hut of the

poor and oi the labourer ? If the princes of Ifrael, af-

fli£led in Samaria, no longer find confolation in their pala-

ces, to what dreadful extremities muft the common people

not be reduced ? Reduced, alas ! perhaps like that unfor-

tunate mother, not to nourifh herfelt with the blood of

her child, but to make her innocence and her foul the

melancholy price ot her necefllty.

But, befides, thefe evils with which we are afflifled,

and of which you fo loudly complain, are the punifliment

of your hardnefs towards the poor ; God avengeth upon

your polTeflions the iniquitous ufe to which you apply

them ; it is the cries and the groanings of the unfortunate

whom you abandon which draw down the vengeance of

Heaven upon your lands and territories. It is in thefe times,

then, of public calamity, that you ought to haften to ap-

peafe the anger of God, by the abundance of your chari-

ties ; it is then that, more than ever, you fhould intereft

the poor in your behalf. Alas! you bethink yourfelves,

of addrelling your general fupplications to the Almighty,

through thefe to obtain more favourable feafons, the ceffa-

tion
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tlon ot public calamities, and the return ot peace and

abundance ; but it is not there alone that your views and

your prayers ought to be carried
;
you can never expe£l

that the Almighty will attend to your diftrefles, while you

remain callous to thofe oi your fellow-creatures ; you have

here on the earth the maflers of the winds and of the fea-

fons ; addrefs yourfelvesto the poor and the afflifted ; it is

they who have, as I may fay, the keys of heaven ; it is

their prayers which regulate the times and feafons ; which

bring back to us days of peace or of mifery ; which arreft

or attraft the blefhngs of heaven : for, abundance is giveti

to the earth, only for their confolation ; and it is only on

their account that the Almighty punifheth, or is bountiful

to you.

But, completely to confuteyou, my brethren, you who fo

flrongly alledgetous theevilof the times, does the pretend-

ed rigour of thefe times retrench any thing from your plea-

fures ? What do your pafTions fuffer from the public ca-

lamities ? If the misfortune of the times oblige you to re-

trench from your expences, begin with thofe of which re-

ligion condemns the ufe ; regulate your tables, your appa-

rel, your amufements, your followers, and your edifices,

according to the gofpel ; let your retrenchings in charity

at leaft only follow the others ; leflen your crimes before

you begin to diminifh from your duties. When the Al-

mighty flrikes with fterility, the kingdoms of the earth, it is

his intention to deprive the great and the powerful ot all

occafions of debauchery and excefs ; enter then into the

order of hisjuflice, and his wifdom ; confider yourfelves

as. public criminals, whom the Lord chaftifeth by public

punifhments ; fay to him, like David, when he beheld

the hand of the Lord weighing down his people, " Lo, I

have finned, and have done wickedly ; but thefe fhcep,

wb^.t
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what have they done ? Let thine hand, I pray thee, be

againfl me and againft my father's houfe."

Behold your model ; by terminating your diforders, ter-

minate the caufe of the public evils ; in the perfons of

the poor, offer up to God the retrenchment of your plea-

fures and of your profufions, as the only righteous and

acceptable facrifice which is capable of difarming his an-

ger ; and feeing thefe fcourges fall upon the earth, only

in punifhment of the abufes which you have made of your

abundance, bear you likewife, in lefTening thefe abufes,

their anguifh and bitternefs. But, that the public misfor-

tunes fhould be perceivable neither in the fplcndour and

pride of your equipages, nor in the fenfuality of your re-

pairs, nor in the magnificence of your palaces, nor in

vour rage for gaming and every criminal pleafure, but

folely in your inhumanity towards the poor ; and that eve-

ry thing abroad, the theatres, the profane afTemblies ot

every defcription, the public feftivals, fhould continue

with the fame vigour and animation, while charity alone

fhall be chilled ; that luxury fhould every day increafe,

while compafTion alone fhall diminifh ; that the world and

Satan fhould lofe nothing through the mifery of the times,

while Jefus Chrifl alone fhould fufFer in his afîli£led mem-

bers ; that the rich, fheltered in their opulence, fhould fee

only from afar the anger of Heaven, while the poor and the

innocent fhall become the melancholy viflims : Great God !

thou wouldft then overwhelm only the unfortunate, in

fending thefe fcourges upon the earth ! Thy fole intention

then fhould be to complete the deflruftion of thofe mifera-

ble wretches, upon whom thy hand has already been fo hea-

vy in bringing them forth to penury and want. The pow-

erful of Egypt fhould alone be exempted by the extermi-

nating angel, whiJe thy whole wrath would fall upon the

afîliaed
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affli£led Ifraelite, upon his poor and unprovided roof, and

even marked with the blood of the Lamb. Yes, my bre-

thren, the public calamities are deftined to punifh only the

rich and powerful ; and the rich and the powerful are

thofe who alone fuffer not ; on the contrary, the public

evils, in multiplying the unfortunate, furnifh an additional

pretext towards difpenfing themfelves from the duty of

compafTion.

Laft excufe of the difciples, founded on the great num-

ber of the people, who had followed our Saviour into the

defert : Thefe people are fo numerous, faid they, that two

hundred penny-worth of bread is not fufhcient for them,

,that every one may take a little. Laft pretext, which they

oppofeto the duty of charity : The multitude of the poor,

.yes, my brethren, that which ought to excite and to ani-

mate charity, extinguifhes it : the multitude of the unfor-

tunate, hardens you to their wants : the more the duty in-

creafes, the more do you think yourfelves difpenfed from

its pra6lice, and you become cruel, by having too many

pccafions of being charitable.

But, in the firft place, whence comes, I pray you, this

multitude of poor, of which you fo loudly complain ? I

Jtnow that the misfortune of the times may increafe their

number : but wars, peftilences, and irregularity of feafons,

all of which we at prefent experience, have happened in

all ages : the calamities we behold, are not unexampled ;

our forefathers have witnefTed them, and even much more

melancholy and dreadful ; civil difTentions, the father

armed againft the child, thebrotheragainft brother ; coun-

tries ravaged and laid wafte by their own inhabitants ; the

kingdom a prey to foreign enemies ; no perlon in fafety un-

der his own roof; we fee not thefe miferies ; but have

Vol. L R r they
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they (een what we witnefs ? fo many public, and conceal-

etl miferies ? fo many families worn out ? fo many citizens,

formerly diftinguiflied, now low in the duft, and confound-

ed with the meaneft of the people ? Arts become almoft

ufelefs ? The image of hunger and death fpread over the

cities, and over the fields ? What fhall I fay ? So many

hidden iniquities, brought every day to light, the dreadful

confequences of defpair, and horrible neceffity ? Whence
comes this, my brethren ? Is it not from a luxury, unknown

to our fathers, and which engluts every thing ? from your

expcnces, which know no bounds, and which necefïarily

drag along with them the extinftion of charity ?

Ah Î was the primitive church not perfecuted, defolated,

and affli6led ? Do the calamities of our age bear any compa-

rifon with the horrors of thofe times ? Profcription of pro-

perty, exilement, and imprifonment were then daily ; the

mod burdenfome charges of the ftate, fell upon thofe who

were fufpefted of Chriflianity : in a word, fo many cala-

mities were never beheld ; and neverthelefs, there was no

poor among them, fays St Luke, nor any that lacked. Ah !

It is, becaufe riches of fimplicity, fprung up even from

their poverty itfelf, according to the exprefTion of the apof-

tle ; it is, becaufe they gave according to their means, and

even beyond them : it is, becaufe the moft diftaht provin-

ces, through the care of the apoftolic minillers, flowed

flreams of charity, for the confolation of their aflFlifted

brethren in Jerufalem, more expofed than the rell to the

rage and hatred of the fynagogue.

But more than all that, it is, becaufe the moft power-

ful of the primitive believers were adorned with modefty ;

and that our great riches are now fcarcely fufficient tofup-

port that monftrous luxury, of which cuftom has made a
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Jaw to US ; it is, that their feflivals were repafts of fobriety

and charity ; and that the holy abftinence itfelt, which we

celebrate, cannot moderate among us, the protufions, and

the excefles of the table, and of feafts ; it is, that having

no fixed city here below, they did not exhauft themfelves

in forming brilliant eflablifhments, in order to render their

names illuftrious, to exalt their poflerity, and to ennoble

their own obfcurity and meannefs ; they thought only of

fecuring to themfelves a better eftablifhment in the celeftiai

country ; and that at prefent no one is contented with his

llation ; every one wifl^es to mount higher than his ancef-

tors,and that their patrimony is only employed in buying ti-

tles and dignities, which may obliterate their name and the

meannefs of their origin : in a word, it is becaufe the fru-

gality of thefe firft believers conftituted the whole wealth

of their afflifted brethren, and that at piefent our proîufions

occafion all their poverty and want. It is our excefTes then,

my brethren, and our hardnefs of heart towards them,

which multiply the number of the unfortunate : excufe

no more then, on that head, the failing ot your charities
;

that would be making your guilt itielf your excufe. Ah !

you complain that the poor overburden you ; but they

would have reafon in retorting the charge one day againft

you : do not then accufe them for your infenfibiiity ; and

reproach them not, with that, which they undoubtedly

fhall one day reproach to you, before the tribunal of Jefus

Chrift.

If each of you were, according to the advice of the apoflle,

to appropriate a certain portion of your wealth towards the

fubfiftence of the poor ; it, in the computation of yourex-

pences, and of your revenues, this article were to be always

regarded as the moil facred, and the moft inviolable one :

Then fhould we quickly fee the number of the afîlifted to

diminifh :
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diminifli : We fhould foon fee renewed in the church, that

peace, that happinefs, and that chearful equality, which

reigned among the firft Chriftians ; we fhould no longer

behold with forrow, that monftrous difproportion, which

elevating the one, places him on the pinnacle of profperity

and opulence, while the other crawls on the ground, and

groans in the gulph of poverty and affliftion : no longer

fhould there be any unhappy, except the impious, among

us ; no fecret miferies, except thofe which fin operates in

the foul ; no tears, except thofe of penitence ; no fighs,

but for heaven ; no poor, but thofe bleffed difciples of

the gofpel, who renounce all to follow their Maffer : Our

cities would be the abode of innocence and compafTion ;

religion, a commerce of charity ; the earth, the image of

heaven, where in different degrees of glory, each is equal-

ly happy ; and the enemies of faith would again, as for-

merly, be forced to render glory to God, and to confefs

that there is fomething of divine in religion which is ca-

pable of uniting men together in a manner fo new.

But, in what the error here confifts, is, that in the prac-

tice, nobody confiders charity as one of the mofl elTential

obligations of Chriflianity : confequently, they have no

regulation on that point ; if fome bounty be beflowed, it

is always arbitrary ; and however fmall it be, they are

equally fatisfied with themfelves, as if they had even gone

beyond their duty.

Befides, when you pretend to excufe the fcantincfs of

your charities, by faying that the number of the poor is end-

lefs ; what do you believe to fay ? you fay that your obliga-

tions, with refpeft to them, are become only more indifpen-

fible; that your compaflion ought to increafe in proportiori

as their wants increafe ; and that you contraft new debts,

whenever
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whenever any increafe oi' fortune takes place on the earth.

It is then, my brethren, it is (îUring thefe public calamities,

that you ought to retrench even from expences, which at

any other period might be permitted, and which might even

be proper ; it is then, that you ought to confider yourfelves

but as the principal poor, and to take as a charity whatever you

take for yourfelves ? it is then that you are no longer, either

grandee, man in office, diflinguilhed citizen, or woman of

illuftrious birth; you are (imply believer, member of Jefus

Chrift, brother of every afflifted Chriflian.

And furely, fay : while that cities and provinces are

flruck with every calamity ; that men created after the im-

age of God, and redeemed with his whole blood, browfe

like the animal, and through their neceffity go to fearch in

the fields a food which nature has not intended for man,

and which to them becomes a food of death ; would you

have the refolution to be the only one exempted from the

general evil ? While the face of a whole kingdom is chang-

ed, and that cries and lamentations alone are heard around

your fuperb dwelling ; would you preferve within the

fame appearance ot happinefs, pomp, tranquillity, and op-

ulence ? And where, then, would be humanity, reafon,

religion ? In a pagan republic*, you would be held as a bad

citizen ; in a fociety of fages, and worldly as a foul, vile,

fordid, without nobility, without generofity, and without

elevation ; and in the church of Jefus Chrifl, in what light,

think you, can you be held ? Oh ! As a monfter, unwor-

thy of the name of Chriflian which you bear, ot that faith,

in which you glorify yourfelf, of the facrament which

you approach, and even ot entry into our temples where

you

•«« This dircourTe was pronounced in 17O9, when France Wai almoft de-4

" folated by war, pcftilcnce, aud famine."
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you come, feeing all thefe are the facred fymbols of that

union, which ought to exifl among believers.

Neverthelefs, the hand of the Lord is extended over our

people, in the cities and in the provinces ; you know it,

and you lament it : Heaven is deaf to the cries of this af-

flifted kingdom ; wretchednefs, poverty, defolation, and

death, walk every where before us. Now, do any of

thofe excefles of charity become at prefent a law of pru-

dence and juftice, efcape you ? Do you take upon your-

felves any part oi the calamities of your brethren ? What

fhall I fay ? Do you not perhaps take advantage of the

public mifery ? Do you not perhaps turn the general po-

verty to a barbarous profit ? Do you not perhaps complete

the flripping of the unfortunate, in affefling to hold out to

them an affifting hand ? And, are you unacquainted with

the inhuman art, of deriving individual profit, even from

the tears and the neceflities of your brethren ? Bowels of

iron, when you fhall be filled, you fhall burft afunder;

your felicity itfelf fhall conflitute your punifhment, and

the Lord will (hower down upon you his war and his

wrath.

My brethren, how dreadful (hall be the prefencc of the

poor before the tribunal of Jefus Chrifl, to the greatefl part

of the rich in this world ! How powerful fhall be thefe

accufers ! And how little fhall remain for you to fay, when

they fhall reproach to you the fcantinefs of the fuccour

which was required to foften and to relieve their wants :

that a fingle day, cut off from your profufions, would have

fufficed to remedy the indigence of one of their years ;

that it was their own property which you withheld, fince

whatever you had, beyond a fufficiency, belonged to

them ; that confequently, you have not only been cruel,

but
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but alfo unjuft, in refufing it to them ; but that, after all,

your hardheartednefs has ferved only to exercife their pa-

tience, and to render them more worthy of immortality,

while you, forever deprived of thofe riches, which you

were unwilling to lodge in fafety in the bofom of the

poor, {hall receive for your portion only the curfe prepar-

ed for thofe who Ihall have feen Jefus Chrift fuffering

hunger, thirfl, and nakednefs in his members, and Ihall

not have relieved him. Such is the illufion of the pretexts

employed to difpenfe themfelves from the duty of charity ;

let us now determine the rules to be obferved, in fulfil-

ling it ; and, after having defended this obligation againft

all the vain excufes of avarice, let us endeavour to fave it

from even the defefts of charity.

Part II. Not to found the trumpet in order to attraflthe

public attention in the compaflTionate offices which we ren-

der to our brethren ; to obferve an order even of juftice

in charity, and not to prefer the wants of ftrangers to thofe

with whom we are connefted ; to appear feeling for the

misfortune, and to know how to footh the afflifted by our

tendernefs and affability, as well as by our bounty ; in a

word, to find out, by our vigilance and attention, the fe-

cret of their fliame ; behold the rules which the prefent ex-

ample of our Saviour prefcribes to us in the praÊlice of

compaffion.

ly?/)', He went up into a delert and hidden place, fays

the gofpel ; he afcended a mountain, where he feated him-

felf with his difciples. His defign, according to the holy

interpreters, was to conceal from the eyes of the neigh-

bouring villages the miracle of multiplying the loaves, and

to have no witnefles of his compaffion except thofe who

were
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were to reap the fruits of it. Firft inftru£lion, and firft

rule; the fecrecy ot charity.

Yes, my brethren, how may fruits of compafiTion are

every day blafted in the fight of God, by the fcorching

wind of pride and vain oflentation ! How many charities

lofl for eternity ! How many treafures, which were be-

lieved to have been fafely lodged in the bofom of the poor,

and which (hall one day appear corrupted with vermin, and

confumed with rull !

In truth, thofe grofs and bare-faced hypocrites are rare

which openly vaunt to the world the merit of their pious

exertions ;
pride is more cunning, and it never altogether

unmafks itfelt ; but, how diminutive is the number of thofe

who, moved with the true zeal ot charity, like our Sa-

<viour, feek out folitary and private places to bellow, and,

at the fame, to conceal their holy gifts ! We now fee only

that oftentatious zeal, which nothing but neceffities oi eclat

can intereft, and which pioufly wifhes to make the public

acquainted with every gift ; they will fometimes, it is true,

adopt meafures to conceal them, but they are not forry

when an indifcretion betrays them ; they will not perhaps

court the public attention, but they are delighted when

the public attention furprifes them, and they almoll con-

Cder as loft any liberality which remains concealed.

Alas ! our temples and our altars, are they not every

where marked with the gifts and with the names of their

benefaflors ; that is to fay, are they not the public monu-

ments of our forefathers and our own vanity ? If the in-

vifible eye of the heavenly Father alone was meant to have

witnefTed them, to what purpofe all that vain oflentation ?

Are
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Are you ahald that the Lord forget your offerings ? If

you wiflî only to pleafe him, why expofe your gifts to any

other eye? Why thefe titles and thefe infcriptions which

immortalifc, on facred walls, your gifts and your pride ?

Was it not fufficient that they were written even by the

hand of God in the book o\ life ? Why engrave on a pe-

rifhable marble the merit of a deed, which charity would

have rendered immortal ?

Solomon, after having completed the moft fuperb and the

mofl magnificent temple ot which the earth could ever

boaft, engraved the awful name of the Lord alone upon it,

without prefuming to mingle any memorial of the grandeur

of his race with thofe of the eternal majefly of the King

of kings. We give an appellation of piety to this cuftom ;

it is thought that thefe public monuments excite the libe-

rality of believers. But the Lord, hath he charged your

vanity with the care of attrafting gifts to his altars? And
hath he permitted you to depart from modefty in order to

make your brethren more charitable ? Alas ! the mofl pow-

erful among the primitive believers carried humbly, as thé

moft obfcure, their patrimony to the feet of the apoflles :

They beheld with an holy joy their names and their v/ealth

confounded among thofe of their brethren who had Icfs than

they to offer ; they were not then diftinguilhed in the af-

fembly of the faithful in proportion to their gifts ; honoius

and precedency were not yet the price of gifts and offer-

ings, and they knew better than to exchange the eternal re-

compence which they awaited from the Lord for anv frivo-

lous glory they could receive from men : and now the

church has not privileges enough to fatisfy the vanity of

her benefa£lors ; their places are marked out in the fan6luary ;

their tombs appear even under the altar, where only tfie

Vol. L s s ifhes
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afhes of martyrs fhould repofe. Cullom, it is true, au-

thorifes this abufe ; but cullom does not always juftify

what it authoriles.

Charity, my brethren, is that fweet-fmelling favour of

Jefus Chrift which vaniftes, and is extinguifhed from the

moment that it is expofed. I mean not that public afts of

companion are to be refrained from : We owe the edifica-

tion and example of them to our brethren ; it is proper that

they fee our works ; but we ought not ourfelvcs to fee

them, and our left hand fhould be ignorant of what our

right bellows ; even thofe aftions which duty renders the

moll Ihining ought always to be hidden in the preparation

of the heart ; we ought to entertain a kind of jealoufy ot

the public view on their account, and to believe their pu-

rity in fafety only when tliey are expofed to the eyes ot

God alone. Yes, my brethren, thofe liberalities which

have flowed mollly in fecret reach the bofom of God
much more pure than others, which, even contrary to our

wilhes, having been expofed to the eyes of men, become

troubled and defiled, as I may fay, in their courfe, by the

inevitable flatteries of felf-love, and by the applaufes of

the beholders ; like thofe rivers which have flowed mollly

under ground, and which pour their ftreams into the ocean

pure, and undefiled, while, on the contrary, thofe which

have traverfed plains and countries, expofed to the day,

carry there, in general, only muddy waters, and drag along

with them the wrecks, carcafles, and flime, which they

have amalTed in their courfe. Behold, then, the firll rule

of charity which our Saviour here lays down ; tolhun Ihew

and ollentation in all works of compaflion ; to be unwilling

to have your name mentioned in them, either on account

of the rank which you may there hold, or trom the glory

of
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oi having been the firft promoter, or from the noife which

they may make in the world, and not to lofe upon the earth

that which charity had amafled only for heaven.

The fécond circumflance which I remark in our gofpel

is, that no one of all the multitude who prefent themfclves

to Jefus Chrift is rejefted ; all are indifcriminately relieved
;

and we do not read that, with regard to them, our Saviour

hath ufed any diftinftion or preference. Second rule :

charity is univerfal ; it banifhes thofe capricious liberalities

which feem to open the heart to certain wants, only in or-

der to fhut it againft all others. You find perfons in the

world who, under the pretexts oi having ftated charities

and places deftined to receive them, are callous to all other

wants. In vain would you inform them that a family is on

the brink of ruin, and that a very fmall affiflance would ex-

tricate it ; that a young perfon hangs over a precipice, and

muft necefîarily perilh, if fome friendly and affilfing hand

be not held out ; that a meritorious and ufeful eftablifhment

muit fail, if not fupported by a renewal of charity ; thefe

are not necefTities after their tafte ; and in placing elfewhere

fome trifling bounties, they imagine to have purchafed the

right ot viewing with a dry eye and an indifferent heart

every other defcription ot mifery.

I know that charity hath its order and its meafure ; that

in its praftice it ought to ufe a proper diflinÊlion ; that jullice

requires a preierence to certain wants ; but I would not

have that methodical charity, if I may thus fpeak, which,

to a point, knows where to ftop ; which has its days, its

places, its perfons, and its limits ; which, beyond thefe,

is cruel, and can fettle with itfelf, to be affefted only in

certain times and by certain wants. Ah ! are we thus maf-

ters of OUT hearts when we truly love our brethren ? Can

wc
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we at our will, mark out to ourfelves the moments of

warmth and ot indifference ? Charity, that holv love, is it

fo regular when it truly inflames the heart ? Has it not, if

I may fay fo, its tranfports and its exceffes.? And do not

occafions fometimes occur fo truly affefting, that did but a

fmgle fpark. of charity exift in your heart, it would fhew

itfelf, and in the inllant would open your bowels oi com-

panion and your riches to your brother ?

I would not have that rigidly circumfpeÊl charity, which

is never done with its fcrutiny and which always miftrulls

the truth of the neceflities laid open to it. See if in that

multitude which our Saviour filleth, he apply himfelf to

feparate thofe whom idlenefs or the fole hope of corporeal

rourifhment had perhaps attrafted to the defert, and who

might ftill have had fufficient ftrength left to go and fearch for

food in the neighbouring villages ; no one is excepted from

his divine bounty. Is the being reduced to feign wretch-

ednefs not a fufficient mifery of itfelf? Is it not preferable

to aflifl fiélitious 'wants, rather than to run the rifle of re-

iufing to real and melancholy obje6ls of compaffion ?

When an impollor fliould even deceive your charity, where

is the lofs ? Is it not always Jefus Chrift who receives it

from your hand ? And is your recompenfe attached to the

abufe which may be made of your bounty, or to the inten-

tion itfelf which beftows it ?

From this rule there fprings a third, laid down in the

hiftory of our gofpel, at the fame time with the other two ;

it iy, that not only ought charity to be univerfal, but like-

wife mild, affable, and compaffionate. Jefus Chrift be-

holding thefe people wandering and unprovided at the

foot of the mountain, is touched with compaffion ; he is af-

fefled at the fight, and the wants of the multitude awaken

his
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bis tendernefs and pity. Third rule : the gentlenefs ot

charity.

We often accompany pity with fo much afperity towards

the unfortunate, while ftretching out to them an helping

hand ; we look upon them with fo four and fo fevere a

countenance, that a fimpie denial had been lefs galling to

them than a charity foharfhlv and fo unfeelingly bellowed ;

for the pity which appears affefted by our misfortunes, con-

foles them almoft as much as the bounty which relieves

them. We reproach to them their flrength, their idlenefs,

their wandering and vagabond manners ; we accufe their

own conduft tor their indigence and wretchednefs ; and,

in fuccouring, we purchafe the right ot infulting them.

But, were the unhappy creature whom you outrage per-

mitted to reply; if the abjeftnefs of his fituation had not

put the check of ftiame and refpe6l upon his tongue ; what

do you reproach to me would he fay ? An idle life, and

ufelefs and vagabond manners. But what are the cares

which in your opulence engrofs you ? The cares ot ambi-

tion, the anxieties of fortune, the impulfes of the paf-

fions, the refinements of voluptuoufnefs : I may be an

unprofitable fervant, but are you not yourfelf an unfaith-

ful one ? Ah ! if the moft culpable were always to be the

poorefl and the moft unfortunate in this world, would your

lot be fuperior to mine ? You reproach me with a ftrength

which I apply to no purpofe, but to what ufedo you apply

your own ? Becaufe I work not I ought not to have food ;

but are you difpenfed yourfelf from that law ? Are you

rich merely that you may pafs your life in a ihameful ef-

feminacy and floth ? Ah ! the Lqrd will judge betwixt you

and me ; and before his awful tribunal it fhall be fecn

whether your voluptuoufnefs and profufions were more al-

lowable
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lowable in you tbart the innocent artifice which I employ-

to attraft affiftance to my fufFerings.

Yes, my brethren, let us at leaft offer to the unfortu-

nate, hearts feeling for their wants ; if the mediocrity of

our fortune permit us not altogether to relieve our indi-

gent fellow-creatures, let us, by our humanity, at leafl

foften the yoke of poverty. Alas ! we give tears to the

chimerical adventures of a theatrical perfonage ; we ho-

nour fiftitious misfortunes with real fenfibility ; we depart

from a reprefentation with hearts ffill moved for the difaf-

ters of a fabulous hero ; and a member of Jefus Chrift, an

inheritor of heaven, and your brother, whom you encoun-

ter in your way from thence, perhaps finking under dif-

cafe and penury, and who wifhes to inform you of the ex-

cefs of his fufFerings, finds you callous ! And you turn

your eyes with difguft from that fpeftacle, and deign not

to liften to him ? And you quit him even with a rudenefs

and brutality, which finifhto wring his heart with forrow ?

Inhuman foul ! have you then left all your fenfibility on

an infamous theatre ? Doth the fpeftacle of Jefus Chrifl

fufFering in one of his members offer nothing worthy of

your pity ? And that your heart may be touched, mufl the

ambition, the revenge, the voluptuoufnefs, and all the

other horrors of the pagan ages be revived ?

But, it is not enough that we offer hearts feeling for the

diftreffes, which prefent themfelves to our view ; charity

goes farther : it does not indolently await thofe occafions,

which chance may throw in its way ; it knows how to

fearchthem out, and even to anticipate them itfelf. Lafl

rale; the vigilance of chanty. Jefus Chrift waits not till

thofe poor people addrefs themfelves to him, and lay open

their



ON CHARITY. 335

their wants ; He is the firft to difcover them ; fcarcely has

he found them out, when with Philip, he fearches the

means of relieving them. That charity, which is not vigi-

lant, anxious after the calamities of which it is yet igno-

rant, ingenious in difcovering thofe which endeavour to re-

main concealed, which require to be folicited, prefTed,

and even importuned, refembles not the charity ot Jefus

Chrifl: ; we muft watch, and penetrate the obfcurity, which

fhame oppofes to our bounties ; this is not a fimple advice
;

it is the confequence of the precept of charity. The paf-

tors, who, according to faith, are the fathers of the peo-

ple, are obliged to watch over their fpiritual concerns ; and

that is one of the mofteflential funftions of their miniflry
;

the rich and the po^verful are eflablilhed by God, the fa-

thers and the paftors of the poor, according to the body
;

They are bound then to watch continually over their ne-

cefTuies : it, through want of vigilance, they efcape their

attention, they are guilty before God ot all the confequen-

ces, which a fmall fuccour intime would have prevented;

It is not, that you are required to find out all the fecret

neceflities of a city ; but care and attention are exafted of

you ; it is required, that you, who, through your wealth

or birth, hold the firft rank in a department, fhall not be

furrounded, unknown to you, with thoufands of unfortu-

nate fellow-creatures, who pine in fecret, and whofe eyes

are continually wounded with the pomp of your train, and

who, befides their wretchednefs, futîer again, as I may fay,

in your profperity ; It is required, that you, who, amid all

the pleafures.of the court, or of the city, fee flowing into

your hands, the fruits of the fweat and ot the labour of fo

many unfortunate people, who inhabit your lands and your

fields ; it is required, that you be acquainted with thofe,

whom the toils of induilry and of age fiave exhauftcd, and

who,
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who, in their humble dwellings, drag on the wretched re-

mains of dotage and poverty ; thofe whom a languiflîing

health, renders incapable of labour, their only refource

againil indigence and want ; thofe whom fex and age ex-

pofed to feduftion, and whofe innocence you might have

been enabled to preferve. Behold what is required, and

what M'ith every right of juftice is exafted from you ; be-

hold the poor with whom the Lord hath charged you, and

for whom you fhall anfwer to him ; the poor, whom he

leaveth on the earth, only for your lake, and to whom his

providence hath afligned no other refource, than your

wealth, and your bounty.

Now, are they even known to you ? Do you charge

their paftors, to make them known to you ? Are thefe the

cares which •occupy you, when you fhew yourfelf in the

midft of your lands and pofTeflions ? Ah ! It is with cruelty

to fcrew your claims from the hands of thefe unfortunate

people ; it is to tear from their bowels the innocent price

of their toil, without regard to their want, to the mifery

of the times which you alledge to us, to their tears, and of-

ten to their defpair : What fhall I fay ? It is perhaps to

crufh down their weaknels, to be their tyrant, and not

their Lord and their father. O God ! Curfeil thou not,

thefe cruel generations, and thefe riches of iniquity ? Doft

thou not {lamp upon them the marks of misfortune and

defolation, and which fhall foon blafl the fource of their

families ; which wither the root of a proud poflerity :

which produce domeftic difcord, public difgraces, the tall

and total extinftion of houfes ? Alas ! We are fometimes

aftonifhed to fee fortunes apparently the beft eflablilhed,

go to wreck in an inftant ; thofe ancient, and formerly fo

illuftrious names fallen into obfcurity, no longer to offer

to our view, but the melancholy wrecks of their ancient

fplendour;
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fplendour; and their eftates become the property of their

rivals, or perhaps of their own fervants. Ah ! Could we

invelligate the fource oi their misfortunes ; if their afhes,

and the pompous wrecks, which in the pride of their monu-

ments remain to us of their glory, could fpeak : Do you

fee, they would fay to us, thefe fad marks of our grandeur !

It is the tears of the poor whom we negleéled, whom we

opprefTed, which have gradually Tapped, and at laft have

totally overthrown them ; their cries have drawn down the

thunder of heaven upon our palaces : The Lord hath

blown upon our fuperb edifices, and upon our fortune,

and hath diflipated them like duft : let the name of the

poor be honourable in thy fight, if you wifh that your

names may never perifh in the memory of men : let com-

panion fuflain your houfes, if you wifh that your poflerity

be not buried under their ruins : become wife at our coft ;

and let our misfortunes in teaching you our faults, teach

you alfo to fhun them.

And behold, my brethren, (that I may fay fomething

refpefting it, before I conclude,} the firfl advantage of

Chriftian charity ; bleflings even in this world. The

bread bleflTed by our Saviour, multiplies in the hands of the

Apoftles who diflribute it ; five thoufand are fatisfied ; and

twelve bafkets can hardly contain the remnants gathered

up : that is to fay, that the gifts of charity, are riches oE

benediction, which multiply in proportion as they are dif-

tributed, and which bear along with them into our houfes,

a fource oi happinefs and abundance. Yes, my brethren,

charity is a gain ; it is an holy ufury ; it is a principle

which returns, even here below, an hundred fold. You
fometimes complain of a fatality in your affairs ; nothing

fuccceds with you ; Men deceive you ; rivals fupplant you ;

Malteis negleft you; the elements confpire againfl you;

Vol. I. T t the
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the beft concerted fchemes are blafted : afTociàté with )'oU

the poor ; divide with them the increafe of your fortune :

in proportion as your profperity augments, do you aug-

ment your benetaftions ; flourifh for them as well as for

yourfelf : God himfelf fhall then be interefted in your fuc-

cefs ; you fhall have found out the fecret of engaging him

in your fortune, and he will preferve ; what do I fay ? Hè
will blefs, he will multiply riches, in which He fees

blended the portion ot his afflifled members.

This is a truth, confirmed by the experience of all ages ;

charitable families are continually feen to profper : a watch-

ful Providence prefides over all their affairs ; where others

are ruined, they become rich: they are feen to flourifh,

but the fecret canal is not perceived, which pours in upon

them their property : they are the fleeces of Gideon, covered

with the dew of Heaven, while all around is barreil and dry;

Such is the firfl advantage of compafTion, I fay nothing

even of the pleafure, which we ought to feel in the delightful

tafk of foothing thofe who fuflfer, in making a fellow-crea-

ture happy, in reigning over hearts, and in attra£ling upon

ourfelves, the innocent tribute of their acclamations and

their thanks. O ! were we to reap but the pleafure of

beflowing, would it not be an ample recompenfe to â

worthy heart ? What has even the majefly of the throne

more delicious, than the power of difpenfing favours ?

Would princes be much attached to their grandeur, and to

their power, were they condemned to a folitary enjoyment

of them ? No, my brethren, make your riches as fubfer-

vient as you will, to your pleafures, to your profufions,

and to your caprices ; but never will you employ them in

a way which fhall leave a joy fo pure, and fo worthy of the

heart, as in that of comforting the untorturiate.

What
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What indeed caa be more grateful to the heart, tl)an the

.confidence, that there is not a moment in the day, in

which fome afflifted fouls are not raifing up their hands to

Heaven for us, and blefling the day which gave us birth ?

Hear that multitude whom Jefus Chrifl hath filled ; the air

refounds with their blefTings and thanks ; they fay to them-

selves, this is a prophet ; they wifh to eftablifh him theif

king. Ah J Were men to choofe their mailers, it would

neither be the moft noble, nor the moll valiant ; it would

be the moft compafTionate, the moft humane, the moft cha-

ritable, the moft feeling : mafters who, at the fame time,

woiild be their fathers.

Laftly, I do not aidd that Chriftian charity afiaft? in ex-

piating the crimes of abundance ; and that it is almoft the

only mean of falvation which Providence hath provided

for youj you are born to profperity. Were charity infuf-

ficient to redeem our offences, we plight certainly thin^

ourfelves entitled to complain, fays a holy Father ; >ve

might take it ill, that God had deprived meji of fo eafy a

mean of falvation ; at leaft might we fay that, could we but

open the gates of Heaven, through the means of riches,

and purchafe with our whole wealth the glory of the holy,

we then fhould be happy. Well, rny brethren, continues

the holy Father, profit by this privilege, feeing it is grant-

ed to you ; haften before your riches moulder away, to

depofit them in the bofom of the poor, as the price of the

kingdom of heaven : the malice of men might perhaps

have deprived you of them
;

your p^fTjons might have

perhaps fwallowed them up ; the turns of lortune might

have transferred them to other hands ; death, at laft, would

fooner or later have feparated you from them : ah ! charity

alone dcpofits them beyond the reach of all thefe acci-

dents ; it renders you their everJafting poffcnbr; it lodges,

them



34° SERMON XI.

them in faf'ety in the eternal tabernacles, and gives you the

right of for ever enjoying them in the bofom of God him-

felf.

Are you not happy in being able to afTure to yourfelf

admittance into heaven by means fo eafy ? In being able,

by clothing the naked, to efFace from the book of divine

juftice the obfcenities, the luxury, and the irregularities of

your younger years ? In being able, by filling the hungry,

to repair all the fenfualities of your life ? Laftly, in being

able, by (heltering innocence in theafylumsof compaiïion,

to blot out from the remembrance of God the ruin of fo

many fouls, to whom you have been a {tumbling block ?

Great God ! what goodnefs to man, to confider as merito-

rious a virtue which cofls fo little to the heart ! To num-

ber in our favour ieelings of humanity, of which we could

never divell ourfelves without being, at the fame, diveft-

ed of our nature; to be willing to accept as the price of

an eternal kingdom trail riches, which we even enjoy only

through thy bounty ; which we could never continue to

pofTefs, and from which, after a momentary and fleeting

enjoyment, we muft at lafl be feparated ! Neverthelefs,

mercy is promifed to him who fhall have fhewn it ; a fm-

ner flill feeling to the calamities of his brethren will not

continue long infenfible to the infpirations of heaven
;

grace flill referves claims upon a heart in which charity

has not altogether lofl its influence ; a good heart cannot

long continue an hardened one ; that principle of humani-

ty alone, which operates in rendering the heart feeling

for the wants of others, is a preparation, as it were, for

penitence and falvation ; and while charity ftill a6ls in the

heart, an happy converfion is never to be defpaired. Love

then the poor as your brethren ; cherifh them as your ofT-

fpring; refpeft them as Jefus Chrifl himfelf, in order that

he
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1

he fay to you on the great day, *' Come ye blefTed of my
*' Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the

' foundation of the world. For I was an hungred, and

'• ye gave me meat ; I was thirfty, and ye gave me drink :

" I was a flranger, and ye took me in ; I was naked, and

" ye clothed me ; I was fick, and ye vifited me : For in-

" afmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaft ot thefe

" my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

SERMON
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ON AFFLICTIONS.

Matthew ii. 6.

And blejfed is he, tohojoeverJhalinot be offended in me.

j[t is a blefling, and a rare blefTing, then, not to be offend-

ed in Jefus Chrifl. But what was there, or what could

there be in him, who is the wifdom itfeU, and the glory

of the Father, the fubftantial image of all perleftion, which

could give fubjeft of fcandalto men ? His crofs, my dear-

eft brethren, which was formerly the fhame cf the jews,

and is, and fhall be, to the end of ages, the fliame of the

greateft part of Chriftians. But when I fay that the crofs

of the Saviour is the fhame of moft of Chriftians, I mean

not only the crofs that he bore, I mean more efpecially

that which we are obliged, from his example, to bear;

without which he rejefts us as his difciples, and denies us

any participation of that glory into which he has entered,

through the crofs alone.

Behold what difpleafes us, and what we find to complain

of in our divine Saviour. We would wifh, that fince he

was to fufTer, his fufTerings had been a title, as it were, of

exemption, which had merited to us the privilege of not

fufifering with him. Let us difpel this error, my deareft

brethren ;
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brethren : thé otily thing which depends on us, is that 6f

rendering our fufFerings meritorious ; but to fufFer, of not

to fufFer, is not left to our choice. Providence has lb

wifely difpenfed the good and evil of this life, that each iii

his ftation, however happy his lot may appear, finds crof-

fes and affliftions, which always counterbalance the plea-

fures of it. There is no perfeél happinefs on the earth,

for it is not here the time of confolations, but the time of

fufFerance. Grandeur hath its fubjeftions and its difquiets |

obfcurity its humiliations and its fcorns ; the world, iti

cares and its caprices ; retirement, its fadnefs and Weari-

heft ; marriage, its antipathies and its frenzies ; friendfhipi

its lofTes or its perfidies
;
piety itfelf, its repugnances and

its difgufls : in a word, by a deftiny inevitable to the chil-

dren of Adam, each one finds his own path flrewed with

brambles and thorns. The apparently happieft condition

hath its fecret forrows, which empoifon all its felicity : the

throne is the feat of chagrins equally as the lowefl place ;

fuperb palaces conceal the cruellefl difcontents, equally

as the hut of the poor and of the humble labourer ; and,

left our place of exile fhould become endeared to us, we

always feel, in a thoufand different ways, that fomething

is yet wanting to our happinefs.

Neverthelefs, deflined to fufFer, we cannot love thé

fufFerances ; continually ffricken with fome afBiftion, we

are unable to make a merit of bur pains ; never happy, out"

crofFes become necefFary, cannot at leafl become ufeful to

us. We are ingenious in depriving ourfelves of all the

merit of our fufFerances. Gne while we feék, in the

weaknefs of our own heart, the excufe of our peeviflinefs

and of our murmurings ; another in the excefs or in the

nature of our affligions ; and again, in the obftacles which

they feem to us to caft in the way pf our 'falvation ; that is

to
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to fay, one while we complain of being too weak to bear

our fufferings with patience ; another, that they are too

exceffive ; and laftly, that it is impoflible in that fituation to

pay attention to falvation.

. Such are the three pretexts continually oppofed in the

world to the Chriftian ufe of affliftion ; the pretext of felt-

weaknefs ; the pretext of the excefs or the nature of our

afîliftions ; the pretext of the obftacles which they feem

to place in the way of our falvation. Thefe are the pre-

texts we have now to overthrow, by oppofing to them

the rules of faith. Attend then, be whom ye may, and

learn that the caufe of condemnation to moft men is not

pleafures alone : Alas ! they are fo rare on the earth, and

fo narrowly followed by difgufl ! it is likewife the unchrif-

tian ufe they make of affligions.

Part I. The language moft common to the fouls af-

flifted by the Lord, is that of alledging their own weak-

nefs, in order to juftify the unchriftian ufe they make of

their affliftions. They complain that they are not endow-

ed with a force of mind fufficient to preferve under them a

, fubmifTive and a patient heart ; that nothing is more condu-

cive to happinefs than the want of feeling ; that this cha-

ra£ler faves us endlefs vexations and chagrins inevitable in

life ; but that we cannot fafhion to ourfelves an heart ac-

cording to our own wifhes ; that religion doth not render

unfeeling and ftoical thole who are born with the tender

feelings of humanity, and that the Lord is too juft to make

a crime to us even of our misfortunes.

But, to overthrow an allufion fo common and fo un-

worthy of piety, remark, in the firft place, that when Je-

fus Chrift hath commanded to all believers to bear with

fubmiflion
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fubmiffion and with love the crofles propofed for us by his

goodnef's, he hath not added, that an order fo juft, fo con-

foh'ng, fo conformable to his exampks, flioiild concern

only the unfeeling and impatient fouls. He hath not dif-

tinguifhed among his difciples, thofe whom nature, pride,

or reflexion had rendered firmer and more confiant, from

thofe whom tendernefs and humanity had endowed with

more feeling, in order to make a duty to the firft oi a pa-

tience and infenfibility which cod them almoft nothing, and

to excufe the others to whom they become more difficult.

On the contrary, liis divine precepts are cures ; and the

more we are inimical to them through the charafter of our

heart, the more are they proper for, and become neceflary

to us. It is becaufe you are weak, and that the leaft con-

tradiftions always excite you (o much againft fufferances,

that the Lord muft purify you by tribulations and furrows
;

for it is not the ftrong wlio have occafion to be tried, it is

the weak,

In effecl, what is it to be weak and repining ? It is an

exceflive felf-love ; it is to give all to nature and nothing

to faith ; it is to give way to every impulfe of inclination,

and to live folely lor eafe and felf-enjoyment, as conftitu-

ting the chief happinefs of man. Now, in this fituation,

and with this exceffive fund of love for the world and for

yourlelf, if the Lord were not to provide affligions for

your weaknefs; if he did not flrike your body with an ha-

bitual langour, which renders the world infipid to you,

if he did not fend lofTes and vexations, which force

you, through decency, to regularity and retirement;

ii he did not overthrow certain projefts, which, leaving

your fortune more obfcure, remove you from the great

dangers ; il he did not place you in certain fituations.

Vol. I. U u where
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wliere irkfome and inevitable duties employ your bell days ;

in a word, it he did not place betwixt your weaknefs and

you a barrier which checks and flops you, alas ! your in-

nocence would foon be wrecked
; you would foon make

an improper and fatal ufe of peace and profperity
;
you

who find no fecurity even amid affligions and troubles.

And, feeing that, afflifted and feparated from the world,

and from pleafurcs, you cannot return to God, what

would it be did a more happy fituation leave you no other

check to your defires thanyourfelt ? The fame weaknefs and

the fame load of felf-love, which render us fo feeling to for-

row and afïli£lion, would render us ftill more fo to the dan-

gerous impreflions of pleafures and of human profperities.

Thus, it is no excufe for our defpondency and murmurs,

to confefs that we are weak and little calculated to fupport

the flrokes with which we are afïlifted by God. The

weaknefs ot our heart proceeds only from the weaknefs of

our faith ; a Chriflian foul ought to be a valiant foul, fu-

perior, fays the apoflle, to perfecution, difgrace, infirmi-

ties, and even death. He may be opprefTed, continues

the apoflle, but he cannot be vanquifhed ; he may be def-

poiled of his wealth, reputation, eafe, and even life, but

he cannot be robbed of that treafure of faith and of grace

which he has locked up in his heart, and which amply

confoles him for all thefe fleeting and frivolous lofTcs. He
may be brought to fhed tears of fenfibility and of forrow,

for religion does not extinguifli the feelings of nature ; but

his heart immediately difavows its weaknefs, and turns its

carnal tears into tears of penitence and of piety. What
do I fay? A Chriflian foul even delights in tribulations;

he confiders them as proofs of the tender watchfulnefs of

God over him, as the precious pledge of the promifes to

come, as the bleifcd features of refemblance to Jefus

Chrifl,
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Chrift, and which give him an afTured right to fhare alter

this life in his immortal glory. To be weak and rebellious

againft the order ot God under fufferance, is to have loft

faith, and to be no longer Chriftian.

I confefs that there are hearts more tender and more feel-

ing to forrow than others ; but that fenfibility is left to

them only to increafe the merit of their fufferings, and not

to excufe their impatience and murmurings. It is not the

feeling, it is the immoderate ufe of forrow which the gof-

pel condemns. In proportion as we are born feeling for

our affligions, fo ought we to be fo to the confolations of

faith. The fame fenfibility which renders our heart fufcep-

tible of chagrin, fhould open it to grace, which fooths

and fupports it. A good heart has many more refources

againft affligions, in confequence of grace finding eafier

accefs to it ; immoderate grief is rather the confequence of

pafTion than of the goodnefs of the heart ; and to be una-

ble to fubmit to God, or to tafte confolation in our trou-

bles, is to be not tender and feeling, but intra6lable and

defperate.

Moreover, all the precepts of the gofpel require ftrength,

and if you have not enough to lupport with fubmiffion the

croffes with which the Lord plealeth to afîli6f; you, you

muft equally want fufficient for the obfervance of the other

duties prefcribed to you by the doftrine of Jefus Chrift.

It requires ftrength of mind to forgive an injury ; to fpeak

well of thofe who traduce us ; to conceal the faults of

thofc who wifh to difhonour even our virtues. It requires

fortitude to be enabled to fly from a world which is agree-

able to us; to tear ourfelves from pleafures towards which

we are impelled by all our inclinations ; to rcfift examples

authorifcd by the multitude, and of which cuflom has now

almoft
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almoft eftablifhed a law. Strength of mind is required to

ftiake a Chriftian ufe of profperity ; to be humble in exal-

tation, mortified in abundance, poor of heart amidft perifti-

abie riches, detached from all when poffeiTed ot all, and

filled with defires for heaven amidft all the pleafures and

felicities of the earth. It is required to be able to con-

quer ourfelves ; to reprefs a rifing defire ; to ftifle an

agreeable feeling ; to recal to order an heart which is incef-

fantly ftraying irom it. Laftly, among all the precepts oi

the gofpel, there is not one which does not fuppofe a firm

and noble loul ; every where felf-denial is required ; every

where the kingdom of God is a field to be brought into

cultivation, a vineyard where toil and the heat of the day

muft be endured, a career in which continual and valiant

combating is required ; in a word, the difciples of Jefus

Chrift can never be weak without being overcome ; and

every thing, even to the fmalleft obligations of faith, re-

quires exertion, and bears the mark of the crofs, which is

its ruling fpirit ; and if you fail but for an inflant in forti-

tude, your are loft. To fay then that we are weak, is to fay

that the entire gofpel is not made for us, and that we are

incapable of being not only fubmiffive and patient, but

likewife of being chafte, humble, difinterefted, mortified,

gentle, and charitable.

But, however weak we may be, we ought to have this

confidence in the goodnefs of God, that we are never

tried, afflifted or tempted beyond our ftrength ; that the Lord

always proportioneth the aflliftions to our weaknefs ; that

lie dealeth out his chaftifements like his favours, by weight

and mcafure ; that in ftriking, he meaneth not to deftroy,

but to purify and fave us; that he himfelf aideth us to bear

the crofTes which he impofeth ; that he chaftileth us as a

father, and not as a judge ; that the fame hand which ftrikes

fuftains
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fuftains us ; that the fame rod which makes the wound

bears the oil and the honey to fohen its pain. He know-

eth the nature ot our hearts, and how far our weaknefs

goes ; and as his intention in afflifting us is to fanâify and

not to deftroy us, he knoweth what degree oi weight to

give to his hand in order to diminifh nothing from our me-

rit, if too light, and, on the other fide, not to lofe it alto-

gether, if beyond our flrength.

Ah ! What other intention could he have in fhedding

forrows through our life ? Is he a cruel God, who delight-

eth only in the mifery of his creatures ? Is he a barbarous

tyrant, who finds his greatnefs and his fecurity only in the

blood and in the tears of the fubjefts who worfhip him ?

Is he an envious and morofe mailer, who can tafte of no

happinefs while fharing it with his flaves ? Is it neceflary

that we fhould fufFer, groan, and perifh, in order to render

him happy ? It is on our account alone, therefore, that he

punifheth and chaflifeth us ; his tendernefs fuffers, as I

may fay, tor our evils ; but, as his love is a jufl and en-

lightened love, he prefereth to leave us to fufFer, becaufe

be forefees that, in terminating our pains, he would aug-

ment our wretchednefs. He is, fays an holy father, like a

tender phyfician, who pities, it is true, the cries and the

fufferings of his patient, but who, in fpite of his cries,

cuts, even to the quick, the corrupted part of his wound
;

he is never more gentle and more compaffionate, than when

he appears mod fevere ; and affligions mull indeed be ufe-

ful and neceflary to us, fince a God fo merciful and fo

good can prevail upon hirafelt to afïlift us.

It is written, that Jofeph, exalted to the ftrll offices iu

Egypt, could hardly retain his tears, and felt his bowels

vcarn towards his brothren, in the very time that h^ affeél-

ed
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ed to fpeak mod harfhly to them, and that he feigned not

to know them. It is in this manner that Jefus Chrift chaf-

tifeth us. He affefts, if it be permitted to fpeak in thi*

manner, not to acknowledge in us his coheirs and his bre-

thren ; he flrikes and treats us harfhly as ilrangers ; but

his love fuffers for this conftraint ; he is unable long to

maintain this charafter of feverity, which is fo foreign to

him : his favours foon come to foften his blows : he foon

Ihews himfelf fuch as he is ; and his love never fails to

betray thefe appearances of rigour and anger : judge then,

if the blows which come trom fo kind and fo friendly a

hand can be otherwife than proportioned to our weaknefs.

Let us accufe then^only the corruption, and not the

weaknefs of our heart, for our impatience and murmurs.

Have not weak young women formerly defied all the barba-

rity of tyrants ? Have not children, before they had learn-

ed to fupport even the ordinary toils of life, run with joy

to brave all the rigours of the mod frightful death ? Have

not old men, already finking under the weight of their own

body, felt like the eagle their youth renewed amidft the tor-

ments of a long martyrdom ? You are weak ? But it is that

very weaknefs which is glorious to faith and to the religion

of Jefus Chrift-; it is even on that account that the Lord

hath chofen you, to difplay in your inftance how much

more powerful grace is than nature. If you were born

with more fortitude and ftrength, you would do lefs ho-

nour to the power of grace ; to man would be attributed a

patience, which {hould be a gift oi God : thus the weaker

you are, the fitter inftruraent you become for the defigns

and for the glory of God. When his hand hath been hea-

vy, he hath chofen only the weak, that man might attri-

, bute nothing to himfelf, and to overthrow by the example

of their conftancy, the vain fortitude of fages and of phi-

lofophers.
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lofophers. His difciples were only weak lambs, when he

difperfed them through the univerfe, and expofed them

amidft the wolves. They rendered glory in their weaknefs

to the power of grace, and to the truth of his do6lrine.

They are thofe earthen vefTels which the Lord taketh de-

light in breaking, like thofe of Gideon, to make the light

and the power of faith fliine forth in them with greater

magnificence ; and, it you entered into the defigns of his

wifdom and of his mercy, your weaknefs, which in your

opinion juftifiesyour murmurs, would conftituie the fweet-

eft confolation of )"our fufferings.

Lord, would you fay to him, I afk not that proud rea-

fon, which feeks in the glory of fufFering with conftancy,

the whole confolation of its pains : I afk not from thee

that infenfibility of heart, which either feels not, or con-

temns its misfortunes. Leave me, O Lord, that weak,

and timid reafon, that tender and feeling heart, which feems

fo little fitted to fuftain its tribulations and fufferings ; on-

Iv increafe thy confolations and favours. The more 1 fhall

appear weak in the fight of men, the greater wilt thou ap-

pear in my weaknefs ; the more fhall the children of the

age admire the power of faith, which alone can exalt the

weakeft andmofl timid fouls to that point of conftancy and

firmnefs, to which all philofophy hath never been able to

attain. Firfl pretext, taken in the weaknefs of man con-

futed ; we have now to expofe the illufion of the fécond,

which is founded on the excefs, or the nature of the afflic-

tions themfelves.

Part H. Nothing is more ufual with perfons afflifted by

God, than to juflify their complaints and their murmurs

by the excefs, or the nature of their affliftions. We al-

ways wifh our crofTes to have no refcmblance to thofe of

others
;
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Others ; and left the example of their fortitude and of their

faith condemn us, we feek out differences in our grievan-

ces, in order to juftify that of our difpofitions and of our

conduft. We perfuade ourfelves that we could bear with

refignation, crofles of any other defcription ; but that thofe

with which we are overwhelmed by the Lord, are of fuch

a nature as to preclude confolation ; that the more we ex-

amine the lot of others, the more do we find our own mis-

fortune fingular, and our fituation unexampled ; and, that

it is impoflible to preferve patience and ferenity in a ftate,

where chance feems to have colle£led folely for us a thou-

fand afflifting circumftances, which never before bad hap-

pened to others.

But, to take from felf-love, a defence fo weak, and fo

unworthy of faith, I would have only forthwith to anfwer

you, that the more extraordinary our affligions appear, the

lefs ought we to believe them the effefts of chance ; the

more evidently ought we to fee in them, the fecret and in-

fcrutable arrangements of a God fingulary watchful over

our deftiny ; the more fhould we prefume that, under

events fo new, he doubtlefs concealeth new views, and

fingular defigns of mercy upon our foul ; the more fhould

we fay to ourfelves, that he confequently meaneth us not

to perifh with the multitude, which is the party of the re-

probate, feeing that he leadeth us by ways fo uncommon

and fo little trodden. This Angularity of misfortunes

ought, in the eyes of our faith, to be a foothing diflinc-

tion : he hath always conduced his chofcn, in matter of

affliftion, as well as in other things, by new and extraor-

dinary ways. What melancholy and furprifing adventures

in the life of a Noah, a Lot, a Jofeph, a Mofes, and a

Job? Trace, from age to age, the hiflory of thejuft, and

you will always find in their various vicifTitudes, (omething,

I know
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I know not what of fingular and incredible, which has

ftaggered even the belief of the fubfequent ages. Thus,

the lei's your affligions refemblc tho{e of others, the more

fhould you confider them as the affligions of God's cho»

fen : they are ftamped with the mark of the juft : they

enter into that tradition of fingular calamities, which frorri

the beginning of ages forms thair hiftory. Battles loff,

when viftory feemed certain ; cities looked upon as im^p

pregnable, fallen at the fole approach of the enemy ; a

kingdom, once the rnoff flourifiiing in Europe, ftrickeu

with every evil which the Lord in his wrath can pour out

upon the people ; the court filled with mourning, arid all

the royal race almoft extinft; fuch. Sire, is what the

Lord in his mercy referved for your piety ; and fuch are

the unprecedented mistortunes which he prepared for you,

to purify the profperities oi a reign, the moft brilliant in

our annals. The finguiarity of the unfortunate events

with which God affli6leth you, is intended for the fole

purpofe of rendering you equally pious a« a Chriflian, as

you have been great as a King. It would feem, that every

thing was to be fingular in your reign ; the profperities, as

the misfortunes ; in order that, after your glory before men,

nothing fhould be wanting to your piety before God. It

is a ftriking example, prepared by his goodnefs, for our

age.

And behold, my dear hearer, a ftriking inftance, botlj

to inlfruft and to confute you, when you complain of the

excefs of your misfortunes and of your fufFerings, The
more God afflifteth, the greater is his love and his watch-

fulnefs over you. More common misfortunes might have

appeared to you as the confequences merely ot natural cau-

fes : and though all events are conduced by the fecret

fprings of his Providence, you might perhaps have had

Vol. h W w room
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room to fuppofe, that the Lord had no particular defigns

upon you, in providing for you only certain affliftions

Avhich happen every day to the reft of men. But, in the

grievous and fingular fituation in which he placeth you,

you can no longer hide from yourfelf, that his regards are

fixed on you alone, and that you are the fpecial objeft of

his merciful defigns.

Now, what more confoling in our fufFerings ? God feeth

me ; he numbereth my fighs ; he weigheth mine af-

fliélions ; he beholdeth my tears to flow ; he maketh them

fubfervient to mine eternal fanélifi cation. Since his hand

hath weighed fo heavily, and in fo fingular way upon me,

and fince no earthly refource feems now to be left me, I

confider myfelf, as having at laft become an objcft more

worthy of his cares and of his regards. Ah ! If I ftill

enjoyed a ferene and happy fituation, his looks would no

longer be upon me ; he would negleft me, and I ftiould be

blended before him with fo many others, who are the prof-

perous of the earth. Beloved fufFerings, which, in de-

priving me of all human aids, reftore to me my God, and

render him mine only refource in all my forrows ! Pre-

cious affliéfions, which, in turning me afide from all crea-

tures, are the caufe that I now become the continual oh-

je6l of the remembrance and of the mercies of my Lord!

I might reply to you, in the fécond place, that common

and momentary affligions would have aroufed our faith but

for an inftarit. We would foon have found, in every

thing around us, a thoufand rcfources to obliterate the re-

membrance of that flight misfortune. Plelaures, human

confolations, the new events which the world is con-

tinually offering to our fight, would foon have beguiled

our forrow, and reftored our relifh for the world and for

its
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Its vain amufements ; and our heart, always in concert

with all the objefts which flatter it, would foon have been

tired of its fighs and of its forrow. But the Lord, in

fending affligions in which religion alone can become our

rcfource, hath meant to preclude all return towards the

world, and to place betwixt our weakncfs and usa barrier

which can never be fliaken by either time or accidents ; he

hath anticipated onr inconftancy, in rendering precautions

necefTary to us, which might not perhaps have always ap-

peared equally ufeful. He read in the charafter of our

heart, that our fidelity in flying the dangers of and feparat-

ing ourfelves from the world, would not extend beyond

our forrow ; that the fame moment which beheld us confol-

ed would witnefs our change ; that, in forgetting our

chagrins, we would foon have forgetten our pious refolu-

tions; and that fliort-lived affligions would have made us

only fhort-lived righteous. He hath therefore eftablilhed the

continuance of our piety upon that of our fuflferings ; he

hath lodged fixed and confiant affligions, as fureties for

the conflancy of our faith ; and left, in leaving our foul

in our own power, we fhould again reftore it to the world,

he hath refolved to render it fafe, by attaching it for ever

to the foot of the crofs. We are thoroughly fenfible our-

felves that a great blow was required to roufe us from our

lethargy ; that we had been little benefited by the flight

affliéfions with which the Lord had hitherto been pleafed

to vifit us ; and that fcarcely had he ftricken us, when w6

had forgotten the hand that had infiifted fo falutary an

wound. Of what then, O my God, fhould I complain?

That excefs which I find in my troubles, is an excefs of

ihy mercies. I do not confider that the lefs thou fpareft the

patience the more thou hafteneft his cure, and that all the

utility and all the fecurity of our fufFerings confiffs in the

rigour of thy blows. My fweeteft confolation in the at-

fliélintr
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flifting ftate in which thy providence O Lord, hath been

plcafed to place me, fhall then be, in future, to refleft that

at lead thou fpareft me not ; that thou meafureft thy rigours

and thy remedies upon my wants, and not upon my defires ;

and that thou haft more regard to the fecurity ot my falva-

tion than to the injuftice ot my complaints.

1 might ftill reply to you : Enter into judgment with the

Lord, you wlio complain oi the excefs of your fuffer-

ings ;
place in a balance, on the one fide your crimes, and

on the other your affliftions ; meafure the rigour of all

his chaftifements upon the enormity of your offences ;

compare that which you fuffer with that which you ought

to fuffer; fee if your affligions go the fame length as your

fenfelefs plealures have done ; it the keennefs and the con-

tinuance of your forrows correfpond with thofe of your

profane debaucheries ; if the ftate of reftraint in which

you live equals the licentioufnefs and the depravity oi your

former manners ; and fhould your affligions be found to

over-balance your iniquities, then boldly reproach the Lord

tv'ith his injuftice. You judge of your fufferings by your

inclinations, but judge of them by your crimes. What !

not a fingle moment of your worldly life but what has per-

haps made you deferving of an eternal mifery, and you

murmur againft the goodnefs of a God who commuteth

thefe everlafting torments, fo often merited, into a few

rapid and momentary affliftions, and even againft which

the confolations of faith hold out fo many refources !

What injuftice ! what ingratitude ! Ah ! have a care,

imfaithful foul, left the Lord liften to thee in his wrath
;

have a care, left he punifh thy paffions, by providing for

thee, here below, whatever is favourable to them ; left

thou be not found worthy in his fight of thefe temporal af-

fîidtions
;
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fliftions ; left he relerve the time of his juftice and of his

vengeance, and that he treat thee like thofe.uniprtun^tP

viciims who are ornamented with flowers, who are nurfed

and fattened with fo much care, only becaufe they are

deftined for the facrifice, and that the knife which is to ftab,

and the pile which is to confume thcra, are in readinel's

upon the altar He is terrible in his gifts as in his wrath
;

and feeing that guilt mufl be punilhed either with fleeting

punifliments here below, or with eternal pains after this

lite, nothing ought to appear more fearful in the eyes ot

faith than to be a finner, and yet profperou^s on the earth.

•si sH* 1

Great God ! let it be here then for me the time ot thy

vengeance ; and fmce my crimes cannot go unpuniflicd, haf-

ten, O Lord, to fatisfy thy juftice. The more I am fpar-

ed here, the more {halt thou appear to me as a terrible God,

who refufeth to let me go for fome fleeting afflictions, and

"whofc wrath can be appealed by nothing but mine eternal

mifery. Lend not thine ear to the cries of my grief, nor

to the lamentations of a corrupted heart, which knows not

its true interefts. I difown, Lord, thefe too human fighs

which the fadnefs of my ftate ftill continually forces from

me ; thefe carnal tears which affliftion lb often maketh me

to Ihed in thy prefence. Liften not to the intreaties which

I have hitherto made to obtain an end to my fufferings ; com-

plete rather thy vengeance upon me hercibelow ; referve

nothing for that dreadful eternity, where thy chaftifements

Ihall be without end, and without meafure. I aflc thee on-

ly to fuftain my wcaknefs ; and, in fliedding forrows

through my life, fhed likewife upon it ihy grace, which

confoles, and recoropenfes with fu.ch ufuiy, an afflitled

heart.

To
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To all thefe truths, fo confoling for an afflifted foul, I

might ftill add, that our fuffering appear exceffive only

through the excels of the corruption of our heart ; that

the keennefs of our affligions Iprings iolely from that of

our paflions ; that it is the impropriety of our attachments

to the objefts loft, which renders their lofs fo grievous ;

that we are keenly affli6ted only when we had been keenly

attached ; and that the excels of our affliûions is always

the punifliment of the excels of our iniquitous loves. I

might add, that we always magnity whatever regards our-

felves ; that the very idea of Angularity in our misfortunes,

flatters our vanity, at the fame time that it authorifes our

murmurs ; that we never wilh to refemble others ; that we

feel a fecret pleafure in perfuading ourfelves that we are

fingle of our kind : we wilh all the world to be occupied

with our misfortune alone, as ii we were the only uniortu-

nate oi the earth. Yes, my brethren, the evils of others

are nothing in our eyes : we fee not that all around us

are, perhaps, more unhappy than we ; that we have a

thoufand refources in our affligions, which are denied to

others ; that we derive a thoufand confolations in our in-

firmities, from wealth, and the number of perfons watch-

ful over our fraalleft wants ; that, in the lofs of a perfon

dear to us, a thoufand means of foftening its bitternefs

ftill remain from the fituation in which Providence hath

placed us ; that, in domeftic divifions, we find comforts

in the tendernefs and in the confidence of our friends,

which we had been unable to procure among our relatives;

laftly, that we find a thoufand human indemnifications to

our misfortunes, and that, were we to place in a balance,

on the one fide our confolations, and on the other our fuf-

ferings, we fhould find, that there are ftill remaining in

our
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our flate more comforts, capable of corrupting us, than

crofTes calculated to fanftify us.

Thus, it is almoft folely the great and the prolperousof

the world, who complain of the excefs of their misfor-

tunes and fufferings. The unfortunate majority of the

earth, who are born to, and live in penury and diftrefs,

pafs in filence, and almoft in the negletl of their fufFer-

ings, their wretched days : the fmalleft gleam of comfort

and eafe reftores ferenity and cheerfulnefs to their heart :

the flighteft confolations obliterate their troubles : a mo-
ment of pleafure makes up for a whole year of fufTerance :

while thofe fortunate and fenfual fouls, amidft all their

abundance, are feen to reckon, as an unheard-of misfor-

tune, the difappointment of a fingle defire ; we view

them turning into a martyrdom for themfelves, the weari-

nefs and even the fatiety of pleafures ; drawing from ima-

ginary evils, the fource of a thoufand real vexations ; feel-

ing tenfold more anguifli for the failure of a fingle acqui-

fition, than pleafure in the pofTefTion of all they enjoy ; in

a word, confidering, as the greateft of misfortunes, the

leaft interruption, however trifling, to their fenfual hap-

pinefs.

Yes, my brethren, it is the great and powerful alone

who complain ; who continually imagine themfelves the

only unhappy, who never have enough of comforters
;

who, on the flighted reverfe, fee afTembled around them,

not only thofe worldly friends whom their rank and for-

tune procure, but likewife all the pious and enlightened

minifters of the gofpel, diflinguifljed by the public efteem,

and whofe holy inflru61ions would, in general, be much

better beftowed, on fo many other unfortunate individu-

als, who are deftitute of evciy worldly refource and reli-

gious
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gious affiftanoe, and to whom they would likewife be fo

much more beneficial. But, before the tribunal of Jefus

Chrift, your affliflions (hall be weighed with thofe of fo

many of your unfortunate fellow-creatures, and whofe

misfortunes are fo much the more dreadful, as they are

more hidden and more neglefted ; it will then be demand-

ed at you, if it belonged to you to complain and to mur-

mur : it will be demanded, if you were entitled to lay

fuch flrefs upon calamities, which would have been confo-

lations to fo many others : if it was your bufmefs to mur-

mur fo highly againll a God, who treated you with fuch

indulgence, while his hand was fo heavy on fuch an infini-

ty of unhappy fellow-creatures : if they had lefs right to

the riches, and to the pleafures of the earth, than you : if

their foul was no lefs noble, and lefs precious before God

than yours ; in a word, it they were either more criminal,

or of another nature than you ?

Alas ! It is not only our own felf-love, but it is likewife

our hardnefs towards our brethren, which magnifies to us

our own misfortunes. Let us enter thofe poor unprovided

dwellings, where fhame conceals fuch bitter and afifefting

poverty ; let us view thofe afylums of public compafiion,

where every calamity feems to reign : it is there that we

ihall learn to appreciate our own affligions : it is there that

touched to the heart with the excefs of fo many evils, we

Ihall blulh to give even a name to the flightnefs of ours ;

it is there that our murmurs againft Heaven fliall be chang-

ed into thankfgivings, and that, lefs taken up with the

(light erodes, fent us by the Lord, than with fo many

others from which he fpareth us, we fhall begin to dread

his indulgence, far from complaining of his feverity. My
God ! how awful fhall be the judgment of the great and

the mighty, fince, befides the inevitable abufe of their

profperity
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profperity, the affliftion, which ought to have fanftified its

ufe, and expiated its abufes, fhall become themfelves their

greateft crimes .'

But how employ affliftions in fanai fying the dangers of

their ftation, or in working out falvation, Cnce they feera

to caft fuch invincible obftacles in their way ? This is the

laft pretext drawn from the incompatibility which afflic-

tions feem to have with our falvation.

Part III. It is very furprifing, that the corruption of

the human heart finds, even in fufferances, obftacles to fal-

vation, and that Chriftians continually juftify their mur-

murs againft the wifdom and the goodnefs of God, by ac-

cufinghim of fending crofles incompatible with their eter-

nal falvation. Nothing is more common, however, in the

world, than this iniquitous language; and when we exhort

the fouls afflifted by God to convert thefe fleeting afflic-

tions into the price of heaven and eternity, they replv,

that, in this ftate of diftrefs, they are incapable of every

thing ; that the obftacles and vexations which they are con-

tinually incountering, far from recalling them to order

and to duty, ferve only to irritate the mind, and to hardea

the heart ; and that tranquillity muft be reftored before

they can turn their thoughts towards God.

Now, I fay, that, of ail the pretexts employed in jufti-

fication of the unchriftian ufe made of affligions, this is

the moft abfurd and the moft culpable^ The muft culpa-

ble, for it is blafpheming Providence to pretend, that it

places you in fituations incompatible witli your falvation.

Whatever it doth or permitteth here below, it only doth or

permitteth in order to facilitate to men the ways of eter-

nal life; every event, profperous or improfperous, in the

Vol, I. Ji X meafure
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meafure of our lot, is meant by it as a mean of falvation

and 0Ï fanftification ; all its defigns upon us tend to that

fole purpofe ; whatever we are, even in the order ot na-

ture, our birth, our fortune, our talents, our age, our dig-

nities, our proteftors, our fubjefts, our mafters : all this,

in its views of mercy upon us, enters into the impenetra-

ble defigns of our eternal fanftification. All this vifible

worid itfelf, is made only for the age to come : whatever

paffeth, hath its fecret connexions with that eternal age,

where things Ihall pafs no more ; whatever we fee, is only

the image and truft of the invifible things. The world is

worthy of the cares of. a wife and a merciful God, only in-

afmuch as, by fecret and adorable relations, its diverfe re-

volutions are to form that heavenly church, that immortal

aflembly oi chofen, where he fhall for ever be glorified.

To pretend, then, that he placeth us in fituations, which

not only have no relation to, but are even incompatible

with our eternal interefts, is to make a temporal God of

him, and to blafpheme his adorable wifdom.

But, not only nothing is more culpable than this pretext,

I fay, likewife, that nothing is morefoolifh : for, it is on-

ly by detaching itfelf from this miferablc world, that a foul

returns to God^ and nothing., fays St. Augufline, fo et-

teftually detaches from this miferable world, as when the

Lord (heddeth falutary forrows over its dangerous pleafures.

'• Lord," faid an holy king of Judah, " I had neglefted

thee in iprofperity and in abundance ; the pleafures of roy-

alty, and the fplendour of a long and glorious reign, had

corrupted my heart ; the flatteries and the deceitful words

of the wicked, had lulled, me into a profound and a fatal

fleep ; but thine hand hath been upon me, in pouring out

upon my people all the fcourges of thy wrath, in raifing

up againftme mine own children and fubjeûs, whom I had

loaded

•f
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loaded with favours ; and I awoke : thou haft humbled

me, and I have had recourfe to thee ; thou haft afflifted

me, and I have fought thee : and I have found out that

I ought not to have my truft in men ; that profperity is a

dream
;
glory a miftake ; the talents which men admire,

vices concealed under the brilliant outfides of human vir-

tues ; the whole world, a deception which feeds us with

only vain phantoms, and leaves nothing folid in the heart ;

and that thou alone art worthy to be fcrved, for thou alone

forfakeft not thofe who ferve thee."

Behold the moft natural efFeft of affligions : they facili-

tate all the duties of religion ; hatred of the world in

rendering it more difagreeable to us ; indifference to-

wards all creatures, by giving us experience, either of their

perfidy by infidelities, or of their frailty by unexpefted

loffes
;
privation ot pleafures, by placing obftacles in their

way; the defire of eternal riches, and confoling returns

towards God, by leaving us almoft no confolation among

men : laftly, all the obligations of faith become more ea-

fy to the affli6led foul ; his good defires find fewer ob--

ftacles, his weaknefs fewer rocks, his faith more aids, his

lukewarmnefs more refources, his paflion more checks,

and even his virtue more meritorious opportunities.

Thus the church was never more fervent and purer than

when fhe was affliâed ; the ages ot her fufferings and per-

fecutions were the ages of her fplendor and of her zeal.

Tranquillity afterwards corrupted her manners ; her days

became lefs pure and lefs innocent as foon as they became

more fortunate and powerful ; her glory ended almoft with

her misfortunes ; and her peace, as the prophet faid, was

more bitter, through the licentioufnefs of her children,

thai
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than even her troubles had ever been through the barbarity

of her enemies.

Even you, who complain that the crofiTes with which

the Lord afflifleth you difcourage you and check any de-

fire ot labouring towards your falvation, you well know

that happier days have not been for you, more holy and

more faithful : you well know that then, intoxicated with

the world and its pleafures, you lived in a total negleft of

your God, and that the comJorts of your fituation were

the fpurs of your corruption, and the inflrumcnts of vour

iniquitous defires.

But fuch is the perpetual illufion of our felf-love.

When fortunate, when every thing anfwcrs to our Wifhes

and the world fmiles upon us, then we alledge the dangers

of our ftate to jullify the errors of our worldly manners :

we fay that it is very difficult, at a certain age and in a

certain fituation, when a rank is to be fupported, and ap-

pearances to be kept up with the world, to condeitin our-

felves to folitude, to prayer, to flight from pleafures, and

to all the duties of a gloomy and a Chrillian life. But,

on the other fide, when under afîliftion ; when the bodyig

flruck with laflitude, and fortune forfakes us ; when our

friends deceive, and our mailers negleft us ; wl'cn our

enemies overpower, and our relations become our perfecu-

tors ; we complain that every thing eflranges us from God

in this ftate of bitternefs and forrow ; that the mind is not

fufficiently tranquil to devote any thoughts to falvation ;

that the heart is too exafperated to feel any thing but its

own misfortunes ; that amufements and pleafures now be-

come neceffary, muft be fought to lull its grief, and to

prevent the total lofs of rcafon, in giving way to all the

horrors
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horrors of a profound melancholy. It is thus, O my
God ! that by our eternal contradiftions we jultify the

adorable ways of thy wifdora upon the lots of men, and

that we provide for thy juftice, powerful reafons to over-

throw one day the illufion, and the ialfity oi our pretexts.

For, befides, be our fufferings what they may, the hifto-

ry of religion holds out righteous chara6lers to our exam-

ple, who, in the fame fituation as we, have held their loul

in patience, and turned their affligions into a refource oi

Xalvation. Do you weep the lofs oi a perfon dear to your

heart ? Judith in a fimilar affliftion, found the increafe of

her piety and iaith, and changed the tears of her widow-

hood into thofe of retirement and penitence. If a pining

health render life more gloomy and bitter than even death

itfelf, Job found, in the wrecks of an ulcerated body,

motives of compunftion, longings for eternity, and the

hopes oi an immortal refurie6fion. If your charafter in

the world be ftained by calumnies, Sufanna held out an

unihaken foul under the blackeft afperfions ; and knowing

that fhe had the Lord in teftimony of her innocence, fhe

left to him the care of avenging her upon the injuftice oi

men. If your fortune be the vi6tim of treachery, David,

dethroned, confidered the humiliation of his new flate as

the juft punifhment of the abufe he had made of his paft

profperity. If an untortunate union become your daily

crofs, Eflher found, in the caprices and frenzies of a

faithlefs hufband, the proof of her virtue, and the merit

of her meeknefs and patience. In a word, place yourfeli

in the mod difmal fuuations, and you will find righteous,

who have wrought out their falvation in the fame ; and

without applying to former ages for examples, look around,

(the hand of the Lord is not yet fhortened,) and you will

fee fouls who, loaded with the fame crofTes as you, make

a very
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a very different ufe ot them, and find means of faîvation

in the very fame events, where you find only a rock, to

your innocence, or a pretext for your murmurs. What d®

I fay ? you will fee fouls whom the mercy of God hath

recalled from their errors by pouring out falutary forrows

upon their life ; by overturning an eflablifhed fortune ; by

chilling an envied favour ; by fapping an health, apparently

unalterable; by terminating a profane connexion through a

glaring inconflancy. You yourfelf, then, a witnefsof their

change and of their converfion, have leffened the merit of

it, from the facilities provided by chagrin and atïliftions ;

you have placed little confidence in a virtue which misfor-

tunes had rendered as if neceffary
;
you have faid that it

required little exertion to forfake a world which was become

tired of us ; that at the firfl gleam ot good-fortune plea*

fures would foon be feento fucceed to all this great fhow of

devotion, and that they had devoted themfelves to God
only becaufe tl>ey had nothing better to do. Unjuft that

you are ! and at prefcnt, when there is queftion ot return-

ing to him in your afTliftion, you fay that it is not pof-

fible ; that an heart preffed and bowed down with forrow

is incapable of paying attention to any thing but his grief,

and that we are more hardened than touched in this Hate

of difirefs and misfortune ; and after having cenfured and

call a ilain upon the piety of afflifted fouls, as a meafure

too eafy and to which little merit is attached, as it required

almofi no exertion, you excufe yourfelf from adopting it

in your afîlidion, and from making a Chrillian ufe of it,

becaufe you pretend that it is not pofTible in it to pay at-

tention to any thing but to your forrow. Anfwer, or ra-

ther tremble lefl you find the rock of your falvation in a

fituation which ought to be its fureft refource. After ha-

ving abufed profperity, tremble left you now make youf

misfortunes the fatal inftruments of your deftru6lion, and

lefl
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left you fhut upon yourfelf all the ways of goodnefs which

God might open to you in order to recal you to him.

When, O my God ! will the time come that my foul,

exalting itfelf through faith above all creatures, fhall no

longer worfhip but thee in them ; fhall no longer attribute

events to them of which thou alone art the author ; fhall

recognife in the diverfe fituations in which thou placed

it the adorable arrangements or thy providence ; and,

even amid alJ its crofTes, fhall tafte that unalterable peace

which the world with all its pleafures can never beftow ?

How melancholy, in efFeft, my brethren, when vifited

and afflifted of God, to feek for confolation in rifing up

againft the hand which ilrikes us : in murmuring againft

his juftice ; in calling ourfelves off from him, as it were in

a frenzy of rage, defpair, and revenge, and to feek confo-

lation in our own madnefs ! What an horrible fuuation i«

that of a foolifii foul, whom God afïîiéleth, and who for

confolation flies in the face of his God ; feeks to eafe his

troubles, in multiplying his trefpalTes : yields himfelf up to

debauchery, in order to drown his forrovvs; and make the

overwhelming fadnefs of guilt, an horrible refouice againfl:

tiie fadnefs of his affligions f

No, my brethren, religion alone can truly confoîe us in

©ur misfortunes. Philofophy checked complaints ; but it

did not foften the anguifh. The world lulls cares, but it

does not cure them : and amidft all its fenfelefs pleafures,

the fecret fling of fadnefs always remains buried in the

heart. God alone can comfort our afrliftions ; and is an-

other neceffary to a faithful foul ? Weak creatures ! You

may eafily, by vain fpeeches, and by that cuftomary lan-

guage of ccmpafTion and tendernefs, make yourfelves to be

undcrilood
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underftood by the ears of the body ; but, there is none but

the God ot all confolation who can fpeak to the heart :

in the excefs of my pains, I vainly fought confolation

among ye : I have Iharpened my fufFerings, while thinking

to foftcn them, and thy vain confolations have been to me

Only trefli forrows.

Great God ! It is at thy feet, that I mean henceforth to

pour out all the bitternefs of mine heart : it is with thee

alone, that I mean to forget all my grievances, all my fuf-

ierings, all creatures. Hitherto I have given way to cha-

grins and to fadnefs altogether human ; a thoufand times

have I wifhed that thy wifdom were regulated by the mad

projefts of my heart ; my thoughts have wandered ; my
mind hath formed a thoufand delufive dreams ; my heart

hath purfued thefe vain phantoms : I have longed for an

higher birth, more fortune, talents, fame, and health : I

have lulled myfelt in thefe ideas of an imaginary happinefs.

Fool that am ! As if I were capable of altering at my plea-

fure the immutable order of thy Providence ! As if I had

been wifer, or more enlightened than thee, O my God,

vipon my true interefts ! I have never entered into thine

âternal defigns upon me ; I have never confidered the for-

rows of my fituation as entering into the order of mine

eternal deftination ; and, even to this day, my joys and

my forrows have depended upon the created alone : confe-

quently my joys have never been tranquil, and my for-

rows have always been without refource. But henceforth,

O my God ! thou fhalt be mine only comforter : and I

will feek in the meditation of thy holy law, and in my
iubmiflion to thine eternal decrees, thofe folid confolations

which I have never found in the world, and which, in

foftening our afîliftions here below, fecure to us, at the

fame time, their immortal reward hereafter.

SERMON
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ON PRAYER.

Matthew xv. 22.

Have mercy on me, Lord, thou Son of David.

OUCH is the lamentation of a foul touched with its wretch-

ednefs, and which addrefTes itfelf to the fovereign phyfi-

cian, in whofe compafTion alone it hopes to find relief.

This was formerly the prayer of a woman of Canaan, who

wifhed to obtain from the Son of David the recovery of

her daughter. Perfuaded of his power, and expefting eve-

ry thing from his ufual goodnefs to the unfortunate, fhe

knew no furer way of rendering him propitious, than the

cry of her affliftion, and the fimple tale of her misfortune.

And this is the model which the church now propofes to

us, in order to animate and to inflruft us how to pray ;

that is to fay, in order to render more pleafing, and more

familiar to us this mofl eflential duty of Chriflian piety.

For, mv brethren, to pray, is the condition ol man ; it

is the firft duty of man ; it is the fole relburce of man ; it

is the whole confolation of man ; and, to fpeak in the lan-

guage of the Holy Spirit, it is the whole man.

Vol.. ^. Y y Yes.
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Yes, it" the entire world, in the midfl of which we live,

be but one continued temptation ; if all the fituations in

which we may be, and all the objefts which environ us,

feem united with our corruption, for thepurpofe of either

weakening or feducing us; if riches corrupt, and poverty

exafperate ; it profperity exalt, and affliftion deprefs ; if

bufinefs prey upon, and eafe render effeminate ; if the fci-

ences inflate, and ignorance lead us into error; if mutual

intercourfc trivially engage us too much, and folitude leave

us too much to ourfelves; if pleafures feduce, and pious

works excite our pride ; if health aroufe the paflions, and

ficknefs nourifh either lukewarmnefs, or murmurings ; in

a word, if, fince the fall of nature, every thing in, or

around us, be a trefli danger to be dreaded ; in a fituation

fo deplorable, what hope of falvation, O my God ! could

there be Hill remaining to man, if, from the bottom of his

wretchednefs, he had it not in his power to make his la-

mentations, to be continually mounting towards the throne

of thy mercy, in order to prevail that thou thyfelt may

come to his aid ; that thou may interfere to put a check

upon his paffions, to clear up his errors, to fuftain his

weaknefs, to lefTen his temptations, to abridge his hours of

trials, and to fave him from his backflidings ?

The Chriftian is theretore a man of prayer; his origin,

his fituation, his nature, his wants, his place of abode, all

inform him that prayer is neceflary. The church herfelf,

in which he is incorporated through the grace of regenera-

tion, a ffranger here below, is always plaintive and tuîl of

lamentation ; (he recognifes her children only through their

fighs which they direft towards their country ; and the

Chriftian who does not pray, cuts himfelf oflT from the af-

fembly of the holy, and is worfe than an unbeliever.

How
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How comes it then, my brethren, that a duty not only

To effential, but even fo confoling for man, is at prefent

fo much negiefted ? How comes it that it is confidered ei-

ther as a gloomy and tirefome duty, or as appropriated lolc-

\y for retired fouls ; infomuch that our inftruftions upon

prayer fcarcely intereft thofe who liften to us, who feem

as if perfuaded that they are more adapted to the cloifter

than to the court ?

Whence comes this abufe, and this univerfal negleft in

the world of prayer ? From two pretexts, which 1 now

mean to overthrow : ijily, They do not pray, becaufe

they know not, fay they, how to pray, and confequently,

that it is loft time ; 2dly, They do not pray, becaufe they

complain that they find nothing in prayer but wanderings of

the mind, which render it both infipid and difagreeable.

Firft pretext, drawn from their ignorance of the manner

in which they ought to pray. Second pretext, founded on

the difgufts and the difficulties of prayer. You muft be

taught, therefore, how to pray, finceyou knowit not. And,

^dly, the habit of prayer muft be rendered eafy to you,

fince you find it fo troublefome and difficult.

Part I. " The commandments which I command you,

faid formerly the Lord to his people, are neither above

your ftrength, nor the reach of your mind : they are not

hidden from you, nor far off, that you fhould fay, who

fhall go up for us to Heaven and bring them to us, that we

may hear them and do them ? Nor are they beyond the fea,

that you ffiould fay, who ffiall go over the fea for us and

bring them unto us, that we may hear them and do them ?

But the word is very nigh unto you, in your mouth and in

your heart, that you may do it."

Now'
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Now, what the Lord faid in general of all the precepts

oi the law, that we have no occafion to feek beyond our-

felves for the knowledge of them, but that they may be

all accompliflied in our heart and in our mouth, may more

particularly be faid of the precept oi prayer, which is as

if the firft and the moft eflential of all.

Neverthelefs, what they commonly oppofe in the world

againft this duty is, that, when they come to prayer, they

i.now not what to fay to God, and that praying is a fecret

ci which they have never as yet been able to comprehend

any thing. I fay then, that the fource ot this pretext

fprings from three iniquitous difpofitions : the firft is,

that they are miftaken in the idea which they form of pray-

er ; the fécond is, that they are not fufficiently fenfible of

their own wretchednefs and wants ; and the third is, that

they do not love their God.

i/?/y, I fay that they are miftaken in the idea which they

form of prayer. In efFeft, prayer is not an exertion of

the mind, an arrangement of ideas, a profound knowledge

of the myfteries and counfels ot God ; it is a fimple emo-

tion of the heart ; it is a lamentation of the foul, deeply af-

fe£led at the fight of its own wretchednefs ; it is a keen

and inward feeling ot our wants and of our weaknefs, and

an humble confidence which it lays before its Lord, in

order to obtain relief and deliverance from them. Prayer

fuppofes in the foul which prays, neither great lights, un-

common knowledge, nor a mind more cultivated and exalt-

ed than that of the reft of men ; it fuppofes only more faith,

more contrition, and a warmer defire of deliverance from

its temptations and from its wretchednefs. Prayer is nei-

ther a fecret nor a fcience which we learn from men ; nor

is it an art, or a private method, upon which it is necef-

fary
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fary to confult flciHul teachers, in order to be matter of its

rules and precepts. The methods and the maxims there-

upon, pretended to be laid down to us in our days, are ei-

ther fingular ways which are not to be followed, or the

vain fpeculations of an idle mind, or a fanaticifm, which

may Hop at nothing, and which, far from edifying the

church, hath merited her cenfures, and hath furnilhed, to

the impious, matter of derifion againft her, and to the

world, frefh pretexts of contempt for, and difgufl at pray-

er. Prayer is a duty, upon which we are all born inftruft-

ed : the rules of this divine fcience are written folely in

our hearts ; and the fpirit of God is the folc mafter to

teach it.

An holy and innocent foul, who is penetrated with the

greatnefs of God, flruck with the terror of his judgments,

touched with his infinite mercies, who only knows to hum-

ble himfelf before him, to acknowledge, in the fimplicity of

his heart, his goodnefs and wonders, to adore the orders

of his providence upon him, to accept before him of the

crofTes and affligions impofed upon him by the wifdom of

his counfels ; who knows no prayer more fublime, than to

be fenfible before God of all the corruption of his heart ;

to groan over his own hardnefs of heart and oppofition to

all good, to entreat of him, with a fervent faith, to change

him, to deflroy in him that man of fin, which, in fpite of

his firmeflrefolves, continually forces him to make fo ma-

ny falfe fleps in the ways of God: a foul of this defcrip-

tion is a thoufand times more inflrufted in the knowledge

of prayer than all the teachers themfelves, and may fjy

with the prophet, " I have more underflanding than all

" my teachers." He fpeaks to his God as a friend to a friend ;

he is forry for having offended him ; he upbraids himfelf

for not having, as vet, fufficicnt force to renounce all to

pleafe
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pleafe him ; he takes no pride in the fublimity of his

thoughts ; he leaves his heart to fpeak, and gives way to

all its tendernefs before the only objeftot his love. Even

when his mind wanders, his heart watches and fpeaks for

him ; his very difgufts become a prayer, through the feel-

ings which are then excited in his heart ; he is tenderly af-

fefted, he fighs, he is difpleafed with, and a burden to

himfelf, he feels the weight of his bonds, he ex-erts him-

felf as if to break and throw them oflf, heathoufand times

renews his proteftations of fidelity, he blufhes and is afham-

ed at always promifing, and yet being continually faith-

lefs : fuch is the whole fccret, and the whole fcience of

prayer. And what is there in all this beyond the reach of

every believing foul ?

Who had inftrufted our poor woman of Canaan in prayer ?

A ftranger, and daughter of Tyre and Sidon, who was un-

acquainted with the wonders of the law, and the oracles of

the prophets ; who had not yet heard from the mouth of the

Saviour, the words of eternal life ; who was ftill under the

liiadows of ignorance and of death; fhe prays, however;

her love, her confidence, the defire of being granted,

teach her to pray ; her heart being touched, conftitutes the

whole merit and the whole fublimity of her prayer.

And furely, if, in order to pray, it were requifite to

rife to thofe fublime fiâtes of prayer, to which God exalteth

fome holy fouls ; if it were neceffary to be wrapt in exta-

cy, and tranfported even up to heaven, like Paul, thereto

'hear thofe ineffable fecrets which God expofeth not to man,

and which it is not permitted, even to man himfelf, to re-

veal ; or, like Mofes upon the holy mountain, to be placed

upon a cloud of glory, and, face to face, to fee God: that

is to fay, if it were neceffary to have attained to that de-

gree
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gree of intimate union with the Lord, in which the foul,

as if already freed from its body, fprings up even into the

bofom of its God ; contemplates at leifure his infinite per-

feftions ; forgets, as I may fay, its members which are

Hill upon the earth ; is no longer difturbed, nor even di-

verted by the phantoms of the fenfes ; is fixed, and if ab-

forbed in the contemplation oi the wonders and the gran-

deur of God ; and, already participating in his eternity,

could count à whole age paffed in that bleffed ftate, as on-

ly a fhort and rapid moment ; if, I fay, it were necef-

farv, in order to pray, to be favoured with thefe rare

and excellent gifts of the Holy Spirit, you might tell

us, like thofe new believers of whom St. Paul makes

mention, that you have not yet received them, and that

you know not what is even that fpirit which communicates

them.

But prayer is not a fpecial gift fet apart for privileged

fouls alone ; it is a common duty impofed upon every be-

liever ; it is not folely a virtue of perfection, and referved

tor certain purer and more holy fouls ; it is, like charity,

an indifpenfible virtue, requifite to the perfeft as to the im-

perfeft, within the capacity of the illiterate equally as of

the learned, commarlded to the fimple as to the moft en-

lightened ; it is the virtue of all men ; it is the fcience of

every believer; it is the perfeflion of every creature.

Whoever has a heart, and is capable of loving the Author

of his being ; whoever has a reafon capable of knowing

the nothingncfs of the creature and the greatnefs of God,

muft know how to adore, to return him thanks, and to

have recourfe to him ; to appeafe him when offended ; to

call upon him when turned away ; to thank him when fa-

vourable ; to humble himfelf when he ftrikes ; to lay his

wants
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wants before him, or to entreat his countenance and pro-

teftion.

Thus, when the difciples afk of Jefus Chrift to teach

them to pray, he doth not unfold to them the height, the

fublimity, the depth oi the myfteries of God ; he folely

informs them that, in order to pray, it is neceffary to con-

fider God as a tender, bountiful, and careful father : to

addrefs themfelves to him with a refpeftful familiarity,

and with a confidence blended with fear and love ; to

fpeak to him the language of our weaknefs and of our

wretchednefs ; to borrow no exprefhons but from our

heart ; to make no attempt of rifing to him, but rather to

draw him nearer to us ; to lay our wants befor him, and to

implore his aid ; to wifh that all men blels and worfhip him ;

and that his reign be eftablifhed in all hearts ; that his will

be done, as in heaven fo in earth ; that finners return to

the paths of righteoufnefs ; that believers attain to the

knowledge of the truth; that he forgive us our fins ; that

he preferve us from temptations ; that he afTift our weak-

nefs ; that he deliver us from our miferics. All is fimple,

but all is grand in this divine prayer ; it recals man to him-

felf, and, in order to adopt it as a model, nothing more is

required than to feel our wants, and to wifh deliverance

from them.

And behold why have I faid that the fécond iniquitous

difpofition, from whence the pretext, founded upon not

knowing how to pray proceeded, is, that they do not fuffi-

ciently feel the infinite Muants of their foul. For, I afk

you, my brethren, is it neceflary to teach a fick perfon to

entreat relief ? is a man prefTed with hunger difficulted how

to folicit food ? is an unfortunate perfon beaten with the

tempefl,
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tempeft, and on the point of perifhing, at a iofs how to

implore affiftance? Alas! doth the urgent neceflity alone

not amply lurnifh expreffions ? In the fole fenfe of our

evils, do we not find that animated eloquence, thofe per-

fuafive emotions, thofe prelTmg remontrances which foli-

cit their cure ? Has a fufFering heart occafion for any maf-

ter to teach it to complain ? In it every thing fpcaks, every

thing expreffes its afFliftion, every thing announces its fuf-

ferings, and every thing folicits relict ; even its filence is

eloquent.

You yourfelf, who complain that you know not what

method to take in praying, in your temporal affligions,

from the inftant that a dangerous malady threatens your

life, that an unlocked for event endangers your property

and fortune, that an approaching death is on the point of

fnatching from you a perfon either dear or neceffary ; then

you raife your hands to heaven ; then you fend up your

lamentations and prayers
;
you addrefs yourfelf to the God

who ftrikes and who relieves
;
you then know how to pray ;

you have no need of going beyond your own heart for leflons

and rules to lay your affliftions before hhv, nor do you

confult able teachers in order to know what to fav to him ç

you have occafion for nothing but your grief, your evils

alone have found out the method of inHrufting you.

Ah! my brethren, if we felt the wants of our fjul as

we feel thofe of the body ; if our eternal falvation interell-

ed us as much as we are for a fortune of dirt, or fora weak

and perifhable health, we would foon be fkiliul in the di-

vine art of prayer; v/e would not complain that we h.'.d

nothing to fay in the prcfence of a God of whom we

have fo much to alk ; the mind would be little difticulted

in finding wherewith to entertain him ; our evils alone

Vol. I. Z z v^ould
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would fpeak ; in fpite oi ourfelves, our heart would burft

forth in holy etFufions, like that oi Samuel's mother be-

fore the ark of the Lord ; we would no longer be mafter

ol' our forrows and tears ; and the moft certain mark of

our want of faith, and that we know ourlelves not, is that

of not knowing what to fay to the Lord in the fpace of a

Ihort prayer.

And, after all, is it impolTible that, in the miferable

condition of this human life, furrounded as we are with

fo many dangers ; made up ourfelves of fo many weaknef-

fes ; on the point , every moment, of being led affray by

the objefts of vanity, corrupted by the illufions of the

fenfes, and dragged away by the force of example ; a con-

tinual prey to the tyranny of our inclinations, to the do-

minion of our flefh, to the inconftancy of our heart, to

the inequalities of our reafon, to the caprices of our im-

agination, to the eternal variations of our temper ; depref-

fed by lofs of favour, elated by profperity, enervated by

abundance, foured by poverty, led away by cuftoms, fha-

ken by accidents, flattered with praife, irritated by con-

tempt ; continually wavering between our paflions and

our duties, between ourfelves and the law of God; is it

poffible, I fay, that in a fituation fo deplorable, we can be

difficulted what to afk of the Lord, or what to fay to him,

when we appear in his prefence ? O my God ! why then

is man not lefs miferable ? Or why is he not better acquaint-

ed with his wants ?

Ah ! it you told us my dear hearer, that you know not

where to begin in prayer; that your \varUs are fo infinite,

your miferies and your paiTions fo multiplied, that, were

you to pretend to expofe them all to the Lord, you would

never have done: if you faid to us, that the more you

fearch
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fearch into your heart, the more your wounds unfold, the

more corruption and diforders do you difcover in your-

felf, and that, defpairing ot being able to relate to the Lord

the endlefs detail of your weaknelTes, you prefent your

heart wholly to him, you leave your evils to fpeak for you,

you ground your whole art ot prayer on your coniulion,

your humiliation, and your filence ; and that in confequence

of having too much to fay to him, you fay nothing ; if you

fpeak in this manner, you would Ipeak the language of

faith, and that of a penitent king, who, contemplating his

repeated relapfes, and no longer daring to fpeak to his God
in prayer, faid, " Lord, I am troubled, I am bowed down
'• greatly; I go mourning all the day long : for mine ini-

" quities are gone over my head, as an heavy burden they

" are too heavy for me. My heart panteth, my ftrength

" faileth me ; for I will declare mine iniquity, I will be

*' forry for my fin. Forfake me not, O Lord : O my
'* God ! be not far from me. Make hafte to help me, O
" Lord my falvation." Such is the filence of compunc-

tion which forms before God the true prayer.

But to complain that you have no longer any thing to

fay, when you wifh to pray : Alas ! My dear hearer, when

you prefent yourfelf before God, do your paft crimes hold

out nothing for you to dread from his judgments, or to

afk from his mercy ? What ! your whole lite has perhaps

been only a fink ot debaucheries ; you have perverted every

thing, grace, your talents, your reafon, your wealth, your

dignities, all creatures; you have pafied the bed part of

your days in the negleft of your God, and in all the delu-

fions of the world and of the paffions
;
you have vilified

your heart by iniquitous attachments, defiled your body,

difordered your imagination, weakened your lights, and

even extinguifhed every happy difpofition which nature

had
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had placed in yout foul ; and the recolle6lion of all this

iurniflies you with nothing in the prefence of God ! And
it infpires you with no idea of the method you ought to

adopt, in having recourfe to him, in order to obtain his

iorgivenefs of fuch accumulated crimes ? And you have

nothing to fay to a God whom you have fo long ofiFended ?

O man ! Thy falvation, then, mufl either be without re-

fource, or thou muft have other means of accomplifhing

it than thole of the divine clemency and mercy.

But, my dear hearer, I go further. If youleadaChrif-

tian life; it returned from the world and from pleafures,

you are at lafl entered into the ways of falvation, you are

ilill more unjufl: in complaining that you find nothing to

fay to the Lord in your prayers. What ! The fingular

grace of having opened your eyes, ot undeceiving you

with regard to the world, and withdrawing you from the

bottom of the abyfs ; this blefhng fo rare, and denied to

fo many finners, doth it give rife to no grateful feelings in

your heart, when at his feet ? Can this recoUeftion leave

you cold and infenfible ? Is nothing tender awakened by

the prefence of your benefaftor, )ou who pride yourfelf

upon never having forgotten a benefit, and who pompoufly

difplay the feeling and the excels of your gratitude towards

the creatures ?

Befides, if you feel thofe endlefs tendencies, which in

fpite oi your change of life, flill rife up within you againft

the law of God ; that difficulty which you ftill have in

doing well; that unfortunate inclination which you ffill

find within you towards evil ; thofe defires of a more per-

le£l virtue, which always turn out vain ; thofe refolutions

to which you are always faithlefs ; thofe opportunities,

in which you find yourfelf the fame ; thofe duties,

_ which
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which always meet the fame repugnance in your heart :

in a word, ii you feel that inexhauflible fund of weak-

nefs and of corruption, which remains with you af-

ter your converfion, and which alarms fo much your vir-

tue, you will not only have ample matter to addrefs the

Lord in prayer, but your whole life will be one continual

prayer. All the dangers which fhall threaten your weak-

nefs, all thé accidents which fliall fliake your faith, all the

objefts which fliall open afrefli the former wounds of your

heart, all the inward emotions which fliall prove that the

man of fin lives always within you, will lead you to look

upwards to Him from whom alone you expeft deliverance

from them. As theapoftle faid, every place will be to you

a place of prayer ; every thing will dire£l your attention

to God, becaule every thing will furnifli you with chriftian

refleftions upon yourfelf.

Befides, my dear hearer, even granting that your own ne-

ceflities fhould not be fufficient to fill the void of your

prayer, employ a portion of it with the evils of the church ;

with the diflentions of the paftors ; with that fpirit of

fchifm and revolt which feems to be forming in the fanftua-

ry ; with the relaxation of believers ; with the depravity

of manners ; with the fad progrefs of unbelief, and the

diminution of faith among men. Lament over the fcan-

dals of which you are a continual witnefs ; complain to the

Lord, with the prophet, that all has forfaken him ; that

every one leeks his own intereft ; that even the fait of the

earth hath become taftelels, and that piety has become a

traffic. Entreat of the Lord, the confummation of his

eleft, and the fulfilment of his defigns upon his church ;

religious princes, faithful pallors, humble and enlightened

teachers, knowing and difinterefted guides: peace to the

churches ;
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churches ; the extinftion ot error, and the return of all who

have gone aftray.

What more fhall I add ? Entreat the converfion ot your

relations, friends, enemies, proteftors, and mafters ; the

converfion of thofe fouls to whom you have been a ftum-

bling-block ; of thoTe whom you have formerly eflranged

from piety through your derifions and cenfures ; of thofe

who perhaps owe their irreligion and freethinking folely to

the impiety of your pafl difcourfes ; of thofe of whom
your examples or felicitations have formerly either per-

verted the virtue, or feduced the weaknefs. Is it pofTible

that thefe great objeéls, at once fo fad and fo interefting,

cannot furnifh attention to your mind, or fome feeling to

your heart ? Every thing which furrounds you teaches you

to pray ; every objeft, every accident which you fee

around you, provides you with frefli opportunities of raif-

ing yourfelt to God ; the world, retirement, the court,

the righteous, the finful, the public and domellic occur-

rences, the misfortunes of fome, and the profperity of

others ; every thing, which meets your eyes, fupplies you

with fubje6l of lamentation, of prayer, of thankfgiving.

Every thing inftrufts your faith ; every thing excites your

zeal ; all grieves your piety, and calls forth your gratitude
;

and, amid fo many fubjefls of prayer, you cannot fupply

a fingle inftant of prayer ! Surrounded with fo many op-

portunities of raifing yourfelf to God, you have nothing

to fay to him when you come to appear in his prefence ?

Ah ! My brethren, how far removed muft God be from an

heart, which finds it fuch a punifhment to converfe with

him, and how little muft that mafter and friend be loved,

to whom they never wifli to fpeak !

And
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And behold the laft and the principal caufe ot our inca-

pacity in prayer. They know not how to pray and to

fpeak to their God, becaufe they do not love him. When
the heart loves, it foon finds out how to communicate its

feelings, and to afFeft the obje6lot its love ; it foon knows

what it ought to fay : Alas ! it cannot exprefs all that it

feels. Let us eftablifli regularity once more in our hearts,

my brethren ; let us fubllitute God in place ot the world
;

then fhall our heart be no longer a ftranger before God. It

is the irregularity of our affeftions, which is the fole caufe

of our incapacity in prayer ; eternal riches can never be

fervently afked, when they arc not loved ; truths can ne-

ver be well meditated upon, when they are not relifhcd
;

and little can be faid to a God who is hardly known ; fa-

vours which are not defired, and freedom from paffions

which are not hated, can never be very urgently folicited
;

in a word, prayer is the language of love; and we know
not how to pray, becaufe we not how to love.

But, as you will fay, doth an inclination lor prayer de-

pend upon us ? And how is it pofTible to pray, with dif-

gufts and wanderings of the mind, which are not to be

conquered, and which render it infupportable ? Second

pretext, drawn from the difgufts and the difficulties of

prayer.

Part II. One of the greateft exceffes of fin, is un-

doubtedly that backwardnefs, and, I may fay, that natural

diflike which we have to prayer. Man innocent, would

have founded his whole delight in holding converfe with

God : all creatures would have been as an open book,

where we would have incelfantly meditated upon his works

and his wonders ; the impreffions of the fenfes, under the

command
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command of reafon, would never have been able to turn

him afide, in fpite of himfelf, from the delight and the

familiarity of his prefence ; his whole life would have been

one continued contemplation of the truth, and his whole

happinefs in his innocence would have been founded on

his continual communications with the Lord, and the cer-

tainty that he would never forfake him.

Man mull therefore be highly corrupted, and fm mufl

have made ftrange alterations in us, to turn into a punilh-

ment what ought to be our happinefs; It is however only

too true, that we almoft all bear in our nature this back-

wardnefs, and this diflike to prayer ; and upon thefe is

founded the mod univerfal pretext, which is oppofed to

the difcharge of this duty, fo eflential to chriftian piety.

Even perlons, to whom the habit of prayer ought to be

rendered more pleafmg and more familiar, by the praftice

of virtue, continually complain of the difgufts and of the

confiant wanderings which they experience in this holy ex-

ercife ; infomuch that, looking upon it either as a weari-

fome duty, or as a loft trouble, they abridge its length, and

think themfelves happily quit of a yoke and of a flavery,

when this moment of wearinefs and reftraint is over.

Now, I fay, that nothing is more unrighteous than to

ellrange ourfelves from prayer, on account of the difgufts

and wanderings of the mind, which render it painful and

difagreeable to us ; for thefe difgufts and wanderings origin-

ate, ift, From our lukewarmnefs and our infidelities ; or,

2dly, In our being little accuftomed to prayer ; or, 3dly,

In the wifdom even of God, who tries us, and who wilhes

to purify our heart, by withholding for a lime the fenfible

confolations of prayer.

Yes,
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Yes, my brethren, the firft, and the moft common fource

of ths difgufts and the drynefs oï our prayers, is the luke-

warmnefs and the infidelity ot our life. It is, in efFeft,

an injuftice, to pretend that we can bring to prayer a fe-

rene and tranquil mind ; a cool imagination, free from all

the vain phantoms by which it is agitated ; an heart affeft-

ed with, and difpofed torelifh the prefence of its God, while

our whole life, though otherwife virtuous in the eyes ofman,

fliall be one continual diffipation ; while we fhall continue

to live among objefts the moft calculated to move the ima-

gination, and to make thofe lively impreffions on us which

are never done away ; in a word, while we fliall preferve

a thoufand iniquitous attachments in our heart, which,

though not abfolutely criminalin our eyes, yet trouble, di-

vide, and occupy us, and which weaken in us, or even

totally deprive us of any relifli for God, and the things of

heaven.

Alas ! my brethren, if the moft retired and the moll ho-

ly fouls ; it the moft reclufe penitents, purified by long

retreat and by a life altogether devoted to heaven, iViW

found in the lole remembrance of their paft manners difa-

greeable images, which forced their wav even into their fo-

litude, to diilurb the comfort and the tranquillity of their

prayers ; do we expeft that in a life, regular I confefs, but

full of agitations, of occafions by which we are led away,

of objeéts which unfettle us, of t-mptations which dif-

quiet, of plcafures which enervate, of fears and hopes

which agitate us, we flirili find ourfclves, in prayer, all of

a fudden new men, purified from all thofe images which

fully our mind, freed from all thofe attachments which

come to divide, and perhaps to corrupt our heart, in

tranquillity from all thofe agitations which continually make

fuch violent and fuch dangerous impreffions upon our

Vol. I. A 3
foulj
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foul ; and that, forgetting for a moment the entire world,

and all thofe vain objefts which we have fo lately quitted, and

which we ftill bear in our remembrance and in our heart,

we fhall, ail of a fudden, find ourfelves raifed, before

God, to the meditation of heavenly things, penetrated

with love for eternal riches, filled with compunftion for

innumerable infidelities which we ftill love, and with a

tranquillity of mind and of heart, which the protoundeft

retirement, and the moft rigorous feclufion from the world,

frequently do not beftow ? Ah! my brethren, how unjuft

we are, and into what terrible reproaches againft ourfelves

fhall the continual complaints made by us againfl the du-

ties of piety one day be turned !

And to go farther into this truth, and to enter into a de-

tail, which renders it more evident to you
; you complain,

in the firft place, that your mind, incapable oi a moment's

attention in prayer, wanders from it, and flies off in fpite of

yourfelt. But how can it be otherwife, or how can you

find it attentive and colle6led, if every thing you do takes

off its attention and unfettles it ; if in the detail of conduft

you never recollefl yourfelf; if you never accuftom your-

felt to that mental refle6lion, to that life of faith, which,

even amid the diffipations of the world, finds ample four-

ces of holy refleftions ? To have a colle6led mind in pray-

er, you mufl bring it along with you ; it is neceffary that

even your intercourfe with finners, when obliged to live

among them, the fight of their paffions, of their anxieties,

fears, hopes, joys, chagrins, and wretchednefs, fupply

your faith with reflétions, and turn your views towards

God, who alone beffows colleftion of mind and the tran-

quillity of prayer. Then, even on quitting the world and

thofe worldly converfations, where duty alone fhall have

engaged your prefence, you will find no difficulty in go-

ing
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ing to recoUéfl yourfelf before God, and in forgetting at

his feet thofe vain agitations which you have fo lately wit-

neffed. On the contrary, the defigns of faith which you

fhall there have preferved ; the blindnefs of the worldly,

which you {hall there have inwaidly deplored, will caufe

you to find new comforts at the feet ot Jefus Chrift
; you

will there, with confolation, recreate yourfeli from the

wearinefs of diffipation and oi worldly nothings
; you

will lament, with increafed fatistaftion, over the folly of

men who fo madly purfue after a vapour, a chimerical

happinefs, which eludes their grafp, and which it is im-

poffible ever to attain, for the world in which they feek it

cannot bellow it ;
you will there more warmly thank the

Lord tor having with fo much goodnefs, and notwithfland-

ing your crimes, enlightened and difcerned you from that

multitude which mull peridi
; you will there fee, as in a

new light, the happinefs of thofe fouls who ferve him,

and whofe eyes being opened upon vanity, no longer live

but for the Iruth.

zdly. You complain that your heart, inlenfible in pray-

er, feels nothing fervent for its God, but, on the contrary,

a difguft which renders it infupportable. But how is it

pofTible that your heart, wholly engroffed with the things

of the earth, filled with iniquitous attachments, inclina-

tion for the world, love of yourlelf, fchemes ior exalting

your flation, and defires perhaps of pleafing ; how is it

pofTibie, I fay, that your heart, compounded with fo ma-

ny earthly affe£lions, fliould flill have any feeling for the

things of heaven ? It is wholly filled with the creatures ;

where then fhould God find his place in it ? We cannot

love both God and the world. Thus, when the Ifraelites

had pafTed the Jordan, and had eaten of the fruits of tlic

earth, " the n\anna ceafed on tlie morrow after they had

" catea
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•' eaten of the old corn of the land, neither had the children

•'of Ifrael manna any more;" as if to fhew that they

could not enjoy at the fame time both the heavenly nou-

rifhment, and that oi the earth.

Love of the vs^orld, faid St Auguftin, like a dangerous

fever, fheds an univerfal bitternefs through the heart, which

renders the invifible and eternal riches infipid and difguft-

ing to us. Thus, you never come to prayer, but with an

infurmountable difguff : Ah ! It is a proof that your heart

is difeafed : that a lecret fever, and perhaps unknown to

yourfelf, caufes it to languifh, faps and difgufls it ; that it

is engrofled by a foreign love. Mount to the fource of

your difgufts towards God, and every thing connefted with

him, and fée if they fhall not be found in the iniquitous

attachments of your heart ; fee if you are not ftill a flave

to yourfelf, to the vain cares of drefs, to frivolous friend-

fhips, to dangerous animofities, to fecret envies, to defires

of rank, to every thing around you : thefe are the fource

of the evil : apply the remedy to it ; take fomething every

day upon yourfelf; labour ferioufly towards purifying your

heart
;
you will then tafte the comforts and the confola-

tions of prayer; then, the world no longer engrofTing

your affeftions, you will find your God more worthy of

being loved : we foon ardently love the only objeft oi our

love.

And, after all, render glory here to the truth: Is it not

true, that the days in which you have been more guarded

upon yourfelf ; the days in which you have made fome fa-

crifices to the Lord, of your inclinations, of your indo-

lence, of your temper, of your averfions ; is it not true

that, in thefe days, you have addreffed your prayers to the

Lord, with more peace, more confolation, and more de-

light ?



ON PRAYER. 389

light ? We encounter, with double pleafure, the eyes of

a mafter, to whom we have lately given Tome ftriking

proof of fidelity ; on the contrary, we are in pain before

him, when we feel that he has caufe of a thoufand juft re-

proaches againft us ; we are then anxious and under re-

flraint ; we endeavour to hide ourlelves from his view,

like the firft finner ; we no longer addrefs him with that

overflowing heart, and that confidence, which a confci-

ence pure and void of oflfence infpires ; and the moments

when we are under the neceffity of fupporting his divine

prefence, are anxioufly counted.

Thus, when Jefus Chrifl commands us to pray, he be-

gins with ordering us to watch. He thereby means us to

underlland that vigilance is the only preparation to prayer
;

that to love to pray, it is necefTary to watch ; and that

fondnefs for and conlolations in prayer, are granted only

to the recolleftion and to the facrifices of vigilance. I

know that, if you do not pray, you can never watch over

yourfelf and live holily ; but I likewife know, that, if

you exert not that vigilance which caufes to live holily,

you can never pray with comfort and with confolation.

Prayer, it is true, obtains for us the grace of vigilance
;

but it is yet more true, that vigilance alone can draw

down upon us the gilt and the ufage of the prayer.

And from thence, it is eafy to conclude, that a life of

the world, even granting it to be the mod innocent ; that

is to fay, a life of pleafure, continual gaming, diffipation,

and theatrical amufements, which you call fo innocent,

when attended with no other harm, than that of difqualify-

ing you for prayer; when this worldly life, which you fo

llrongly jufliiy, fhould contain nothing more criminal,

than that of difgufting you at pra)"er, of drying up your

heart,



39° SERMON xiir.

heart, of unfettling your imagination, of weakening your

faith, and of filling your mind with anxiety and trouble ;

when we fhould judge of the fecurity of this flate merely

from what you continually tell us, that you are incapable

of arranging yourfelf for prayer, and that, on your part,

it is always attended with an infupportable difgufl and wea-

rinefs ; I fay, that for thefe reafons alone, the mofl inno-

cent worldly life is a life of fin and reprobation ; a life for

which there is no falvation ; for falvation is promifed fole-

ly to prayer ; falvation is not attainable, but through the

aid of prayer ; falvation is granted only to perfeverance

in prayer; confequently, every life which places an in-

vincible obftacle in the way of prayer can have no preten-

tions to falvation. Now, you are fully fenfible yourfelves,

my brethren, that a Hfeof difîipation, of gaming, of plea-

fure, and of public places, puts an efTential obflacle in the

way of prayer; that it places in your heart, in your ima-

gination, in your fenfes, an invincible difguft at prayer,

an unfettlednefs incompatible with the fpirit of prayer;

you continually complain of this
;
you even make ufe of

it as a pretext not to pray ; and from thence be affured

that there is no falvation for the worldly life, even the

mofl innocent; for, wherever prayer is irapolTible, falva-

tion muft likewife be fo. Firff reafon of the difgufts and

of the wanderings of our prayers ; the lukewarmnefs and

the infidelity of our life.

The fécond is, our little ufage of prayer. We pray

with difgufl, becaufe we feldom pray. For, \Jily, It is

the praftice alone of prayer which will gradually calm your

mind, which will infenfibly banifh from it the images of

the world and of vanity, which will difperfe all thofe

clouds which produce all the difguOs and the wanderings

of your prayers, ^dly^ You mufl afk for a long time be-

fore
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fore you can obtain
;
you muft prefs, folicit, and even

importune ; the fweets and the confolations oF prayer are

the fruit and the reward of prayer itfelf . ^dly. There muft

be familiarity , in order to find pleafure in it. If you fel-

dom pray, the Lord will be a ftrange and an unknown God
to you, as I may fay, before whom you will feel yourfelf

embarrafled, and under a kind of reftraint ; with whom
you will never experience thofe overflowings oi heart,

that fweet confidence, that holy freedom, wiiich familiari-

ty alone beflows, and which conftitute the whole pleafure

of the divine intercourfe. God requires to be known, in

order to be loved. The world lofes by being examined ;

the furface, and the firfl glance of it, are alone fmiling.

Search deeper, and it is no longer but emptinefs, vanity,

anxious care, agitation, and mifery. But the Lord muft

be tafted, fays the prophet, in order to feel how good he

is. The more you know, the more you love him ; the

more you unite yourfelf to him, the more do you feel that

there is no true happinefs on the earth, but that of know-

ing and of loving him.

It is the ufe, therefore, of prayer, which alone can ren-

der prayer plcafing. Thus we fee, that the generality of

perfons who complain of the difgufts and of the wander-

ings of their prayers, feldom pray ; think this important

duty fulfilled, when they have beftowed upon the Lord a

tew hafty moments of thoughtleffnefs and reftraint; for-

fake it on the firft fymptoms of difguft ; make no exertion

to reduce and to familiarife their mind to it ; and far from

confidering prayer as being rendered only more neceiTary

io them, by their invincible repugnance to it, they regard

that very repugnance as a legal excufe, which difpcnfes

them altogether from it.

But
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But how find time in the world, you will fay, to make

fo long and fo frequent an ufe of prayer ? You, my dear

hearer, not find time to pray ? But wherefore is time given

to you, but to entreat of God to forget your crimes, to

look upon you with eyes of compaffion, and to place you

one day among the number of his holy ! You have not

time to pray ? But you have not time, then, to be a Chrif-

tian ? For, a man who prays not, is a man who has no

God, no worlhip, and no hope. You have not time to

pray ? But prayer is the beginning of all good ; and if you

do not pray, you have not yet performed a fingle work

for eternal life. Ah ! my brethren, is time ever wanting

to folicitthe favours of the earth, to importune the mailer,

to befiege thofe who are in place, tobeftow upon pleafurs,

or upon idlenefs ? What ufclefs moments ! What languid

arid tirefome days, through the mere gloom which ever

accompanies idlenefs! What time loft in vain ceremonials,

in idle converfations, in boundlefs gaming, in fruitlefs

fubjeftions, in grafping at chimeras which move farther

and farther from us ! Great God ! And time is wanted to

afk heaven of thee, to appeafe thy wrath, and to fuppli-

cate thine eternal mercies ! How humbly, O my God, mufl

falvation be eftimated, when time is wanted to entreat of

thy mercy to fave us ! And how much are we to be de-

plored, to find fo many moments for the world, and to be

unable to find a fingle one for eternity ! Second caufe of

the difgufts, and of the wanderings of our prayers ; the lit-

tle ufe of prayerutfelf.

It is true, my brethren, that this reafon is not fo gene-

ral, but what fouls, the moft faithful to prayer, are often

feen to experience all thofe difgufts and thofe wanderings

of which I fpeak : but I fay, that thefe difgufts proceed

from
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from the wifdom of God, who means to purify them, and

who leads them by that path, only in order to fulfil his

eternal defigns of mercy upon them ; laft reafon ; that con-

fequently, far from being repulfed by what they find gloomy

and difagreeable in prayer, they ought to perfervere in it,

with even more fidelity, than if the Lord had fhed upon

them the moft abundant and the moft fenfible confolations.

i^/y, Becaufe you ought to confider thefe difgufts as the

Juft punilhment of your part infidelities. Is it not reafona-

ble, that God make you expiate the criminal voluptuouf-

nefs ot your worldly life by the difgufts and the forrows

of piety ? Weaknefs of temperament does not perhaps per-

mit you, to punilh, by corporeal fufferings, the licentiouf-

nefs of your paft manners; is it not juft that God fupply

that, by the punifhment, and the inward affliftions of the

mind ? Would you pretend to pafs in an inftant from the

pleafures of the world to thofe oi grace ; from the viands

of Egypt, to the milk and honey of the land of promife,

without the Lord having firft made you to undergo the

barrennefs and the fatigues of the defert ; and, in a word,

that he fhould not chaftife the delights, If I may venture

to fay fo, of guilt, but by thofe of virtue.

2dly, You have fo long refufed yourfelf to God, in

fpite of the moft lively infpirations of his grace, which

recalled you to the truth and to the light ; you have ^o

long luffered him to knock at the gate of your heart be-

fore you opened it to him ;
you have difputed, ftruggled

againft, wavered, deferred fo much, before you gave your-

felf to him; is it not juft that he leave you to folicit for

fome time before he give himfelf to you with all the con-

folations of his grace ? The delays and the tarryings of the

Lord are the juft punifhment of your own.

Vol. I. B 3 But,
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But, even admitting thefe reafons to be lefs weighty,

liow do you know if the Lord thereby mean not to render

this exilement and this reparation in which we live from him

more hateful to you, and to increafe the fervency of your

longings for that immortal country where truth, feen in open

day, will always appear lovely, becaufe we fhall fee it

fuch as it is ? How do you know if he thereby mean not

to infpire you with new compunftion for your paft crimes,

by making you fenfible, at every moment, of the contra-

riety and difgufl which they have left in your heart to the

truth and to righteoufnefs ? Laftly, How do you know,

if the Lord mean not, by thefe difgufts, to perfeft the pu-

rification oi what may as yet be too human in your piety ?

It he mean not to eftablifh your virtue upon that truth

which is always the fame, and not upon inclination and

fancy, which incefTantly change ; upon rules which are

eternal, and not upon confolations which are tranfitory;

upon faith which never fails to facrifice the vifible for

the invifible riches, and not upon feeling which leaves

to the world almofl the fame empire that grace hath

over your heart ? A piety wholly of fancy goes a fhort way.

if not fuflained and confirmed by the truth. It is danger-

ous to let our fidelity depend upon the feeling difpofitions

of an heart which is never an inffant the fame, and upon

which every obje6l makes new impreffions. llie du-

ties which only pleafe when they confole, do not pleafe

long ; and that virtue which is folely founded on fancy,

can never fuftain itfelf, becaufe it relis only upon our-

-^ lelves.

For, after all, if you feek only the Lord in your prayers,

provided that the way by which he leads you conduft to

him-, it ought to matter little to you whether it be by that

of difgufts or of confolations, for, being the fureff, it

oufiht
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ought always to appear preferable to all others. If you

pray only to attraft more aids from heaven in relief of

your wants, or in fupport of your weaknefs, faith teach-

ing you that prayer, even when accompanied with thofe

difgufts and thofe drynefles, obtains the fame favours, pro-

duces the fame effefts, and is equally acceptable to God,

as that in which fenfible confolations are found : What do

I fay ? that it may become even more agreeable to the

Lord, through your acceptance oi the difficulties M'hich

you there encounter ; faith teaching you this, you ought

to be equally faithful to prayer as if it held out the moft

fenfible attrapions, otherwife it would not be God whom
you fought, butyourfelves ; it would not be eternal riches,

but vain and fleeting confolations; it would not be the re-

medies oi faith, but the fupports of your felf-lovc.

Thus, be whom you may who now liften to me, imitate

the woman of Canaan ; be faithful to prayer, and in the

fulfilment of this duty you will find all the reft fuflained

and rendered eafy. If a finner, pray : it was through

payer alone that the publican and the finiul woman of the

gofpel obtained feelings of compunftion, and the grace of

a thorough penitence ; and prayer is the only fource and

the only path of righteoufnefs. If righteous, ftill pray ;

perfeverance in faith and in piety is promifed only to pray-

er ; and by that it was that Job, that David, that Tobias

perfevered to the end. If you live amid finners, and your

duty does not permit you to withdraw yourfelf from the

fight of their irregularities and example, pray : the greater

the dangers, the more necefTary does prayer become ; and

the three children in the flames, and Jonah in the belly of

a monfter, found fafety only through prayer. If the en-

gagements of your birth, or of your ftation, attach you to

the court of kings, pray : Efther, in the court of Ahalue-

rus.
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rus, Daniel in that of Darius, the prophets in the palaces

of the kings of Ifrael, were folely indebted to prayer for

their life and falvation. If you live in retirement, pray :

folitude itlelf becomes a rock, it a continual intercourfe

with God does not defend us againft ourfelves ; and Judith,

in the fecrecy of her houfe, and the widow Ann in the

temple, and the Anthonies in the defert, found the fruit and

the fecurity of their retreat in prayer alone. If eftablilh-

ed in the church tor the inftruftion of the people, pray :

all the power and all the fuccefs of your miniftry mud de-

pend upon your prayers ; and the apoftles converted the

univerfe folely becaufe they had appropriated nothing to

themfelvcs but prayer and the preaching of the gofpel.

Laftly, Be whom you may, I again repeat it, in profperity,

or in indigence, in joy or in affliftion, in trouble or in

peace, in fervency or in defpondency, in lull or in the

ways of righteoufnefs, advanced in virtue, or flill in the

firll fteps of penitence, pray : prayer is the fafety of all

Hâtions, the confolation of all forrows, the duty of all

conditions, the foul of piety, the fupport of faith, the

grand foundation of religion, and all religion itfelf. O
my God ! fhed then upon us that fpirit of grace and of pray-

er which was to be the diftinguilhingmark of thy church,

and the portion of a new people ; and purify our hearts

and our lips, that we may be enabled to offer up to thee

pure homages, fervent fighs, and prayers worthy of the

eternal riches which thou haft fo often promifed to thofe

who fhall have well entreated them.

SERMON
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FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES.

Matthew v. 43.

Ye have heard that it hath been /aid. Thou JJialt love thy

neighbour and hate thine enemy : Bui Ifay unto you,

love your enemies.

At is commonly believed that a degree of influigence and

caution had been ufed by the legiflator of the Jews, in

publifhing the law on forgivenefs of injuries, that obliged

to accommodate it, in feme refpeft, to the weaknefs of a

carnal people, and otherwife perfuaded that, ol all virtues,

that oi loving an enemy was the molt difficult to the heart

ot man, he was fatisfied with regulating and prefcribing

bounds tor revenge. It was only in order to prevent great

excelTes, lays St. Auguftin, that he meant to give authority

to fmaller ones. The law, like all the others, had its fanc-

tity, its goodnefs, its juftice ; but it was rather an eftab-

lifhment of polity than a rule of piety. It was calculated

to maintain the internal tranquillity of the ftate; but it

neither touched the heart, nor ftruck at the root of hatreds

and revenge. The only effect propoied was either to reftrain

the aggreftor, by threatening him with the fame punifhment

with which he had grieved his brother, or to put a check

upon
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upon the irritation of the offended, by letting him fee that,

if he exceeded in the fati s faftion required, he expofed him-

felf to undergo all the furplus of his revenge.

Philofophers, in their morality, had alfo placed the for-

givenefs of injuries among the number ol virtues; but that

was a pretext of vanity, rather than the rule of difcipline.

It is becaufe revenge feemed to them to carry along with it

fomething, I know not what, of mean and paflionate,

which would have disfigured the portrait, and the proud

tranquillity of their fage : that it appeared difgraceful to

them to be unable to rife fuperior to an injury. The for-

givenels ot their enemies was folely founded, therefore,

upon the contempt in which they held them. They aveng-

ed themfelves by difdaining revenge ; and pride readily

gave up the pleafure of hurting thofe who have injured us,

for the pleafure which was found in defpifing them.

But the law of the gofpel, upon loving our enemies,

neither flatters pride nor fpares felf-love. In the forgive-

nefs of injuries nothing ought to indemnify the Chriftian,

but the conlolation of imitating Jefus Chrift, and of obey-

ing him ; but the claims, which, in an enemy, prove to

him a brother; but the hope of meeting, before the Eter-

nal Judge, with the fame indulgence which he Ihall have

ufed towards men. Nothing ought to limit him in his

charity, but charity itfelf, which hath no bounds, which

excepts neither places, times, nor perlons, which ought

never to be extinguifhed. And, Ihould the religion of

Chriftians have no other proof againft unbelief than the

fublime elevation of this maxim, it would always have this

pre-eminence in fanftity, and confequentiy in apparent

truth overall the fefts which have ever appeared upon the

earth.

Let
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Let US unfold, therefore, the motives and the rules of

'this effential point ot the law : the motives, by eftablifhing

the equity of the precept through the very pretexts which

feem to oppofe it ; the rules, by laying open the illufions

under which every one juftifies to himfeli their infraftions :

that is to fay, the injuftice of our hatreds, and the falfity

of our reconciliations.

Part I. The three principles which ufually bind men

to each other, and by which are formed all human unions

and friendfhips, are lancy, cupidity, and vanity. Fancy.

We follow a certain propenfny of nature, which being the

caufe of our finding, in feme perfons, a greater fimilarity

to our own inclinations, perhaps alfo greater allowances

for our faults, binds us to them, and occafions us to find,

in their fociety, a comfort which becomes wearinefs in that

ot the reflof men. Cupidity. We feek out ufeful friends;

from the moment that they are neceffary to our pleafure or

to our fortune, they become worthy of our friendlhip ; inter-

eft is a grand charm to the majority of hearts ; the titles which

render us powerful, are quickly tranfmuted into qualities

which render us apparently amiable, and friends are never

wanting, when we can pay the friendlhip of thofe who

love us. Laflly. Vanity. Friends who do us honour

are always dear tous; it would feem that, in loving them,

we enter, as it were, into partnerfhip with them, in that

diftinftion which they enjoy in the world ; we feek to

deckourfelves, as I may fay, with their reputation ; and, be-

ing unable to reach their merit, we pride ourfelves in their

fociety, in order to have it fuppofed that, at leaft, there is

not much betwixt us, and that like loves like.

Thefe are the three great ties of human fociety. Reli-

gion and charity unite almoft nobody ; and from thence it

is,
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is, that from the moment men offend our fancy, that they

are unfavourable to our interefts, or that they wound our

reputation and our vanity, the human and brittle ties which

united us to them are broken afunder ; our heart withdraws

from them, and no longer finds in itfelf, with refpeft to

them, but animofity and bitternefs. And behold the three

moft general fources of thofe hatreds which men nourifli

againfl each other ; which change all the fweets of fociety

into endlefs inveteracies ; which empoifon all the delight of

converfations, and all the innocency of mutual intercourfe ;

and which, attacking religion in the heart, neverthelefs

prefent themfelves to us under appearances of equity,

which juftify them in our eyes, and ftrengthen us in them.

I fay, from the moment that men offend our fancy î

and this is the firfl pretext, and the firft fource of our

withdrawing from, and of our hatreds againft our brethren.

You fay that you cannot accord with fuch a perfon ; that

every thing in him offends and difpleafes you ; that it is an

antipathy which you cannot conquer ; that all his manners

feem fafhioned to irritate you ; that to fee him would an-

fwer the fole purpofe of augmenting the natural averfion

which you have to him ; and that nature hath placed with-

in us hatreds and likings, conformities and averfions, for

which fhe alone is to be anfwerable.

To this I might at once anfwer, by eftablifhing the foun-

dations of the Chriftian doftrine upon loving our brethren :

Is that man, in confequence of difpleafing, and being

difagreeable to your fancy, lefs your brother, child of God,

citizen ot Heaven, member of Jefus Chrift, and inheritor

of the eternal promifes ? Doth his humour, his charafter,

whatever it may be, efface any one of thofe auguft trafts

which he hath received upon the facred font, which

unite
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which unite him to you by divine and immortal ties, and

which ought to render him dear and refpe6iable to you ?

When Jefus Chrift commands us to love our brethren as

ourfelves, doth he mean to make a precept which coils no-

thing to the heart, and in the fulfilment oi which we found

neither difEculty nor hardftiip ? Ah ! What occafion had

he to command us to love our brethren, if, in virtue of

that commandment, we were obliged to love only thofe for

whom we feel a natural fancy and inclination. The heart

hath no occafion, on this point, for precept ; it is its own
law. The precept then fuppofes a difficulty on our

part: Jelus Chrid hath, therefore, forefeen, that it would

be hard upon us to love our brethren ; that we fliouid find

within us antipathies and diflikes which would withdraw us

from them ; and behold why he hath attached fo much merit

to the obfervance of this fingle point, and hath fo often de-

clared to us that, to obferve it, was to obferve the whole

law. Averfion to our brethren, far then from juftifying

our eftrangement from them, renders to vs. on the contrary,

the obligation of loving them more precife, and places us

perfonally in the cafe of the precept.

But befides, ought a Chriffian to be regulated by fancy

and humour, or by the principles of reafon, of faith, of

religion, and of grace ? And fince when is the natural

fancy, which we are commanded by the gofpel to oppofe,

become a privilege which difpenfes us from its rules ? If

the repugnance felt for duties were a title ot exemption,

where is the believer who would not be quit of the whole

law, and who would not find his jullihcation and his inno-

cency, in proportion as he felt a greater degree of corrup-

tion ill liis heart ? Are our fancies our law ? Is religion on-

ly the fiipport, and not the remedy of nature ? Is it not a

weaknefs, even in the eyes of the world, to legulatc our

Vol. I. C 3 Ueps
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Heps and our fentiments, our hatreds and our love towards

men, merely upon the caprices of a fancy for which we

can give no reafon ourfelves ? Do men of this defcription

do great credit, I do not fay to religion, but to humanity ?

And are they not, even to the world itfelf, a fpeftacle of-

contempt, ofderifion, and of cenfure? What a chaos would

fociety be, if fancy alone were to decide upon our duties,

and upon reciprocal attentions, and it men were to be uni-

ted by no other law ? Now, if the rules even of fociety,

cxaft, that fancy alone be not thefole principleof our con-

diift towards the reft of men, fhould the gofpel be more in-

dulgent on that point ? The gofpel, which preaches only

felt-denial ; which every where commands us to do vio-

lence upon ourfelves, and to ftrive againft our fancies and

our affeftions ; which demands that we a£l through views

fiiperior to flefh and blood, and that we hefitate not to fa-

crifice to the fanftity of taith, and to the fublimity of its

rules, not only our caprices, but our moft legal inclina-

tions.

It is therefore abfurd, to alledge to us an averfion to

your brother, which is itfelf your guilt. I might further

fay : You complain that your brother is difpleafing to

you, and that it is not pofTible for you to bear with, or to

be in agreement with him ; but do you fuppofe, that you

yourfelf are difpleafing to none ? Can you guarantee to

us, that you are univerfally liked, and that every one ap-

plauds and approves you ? Now, if you exaft, that every

thing offenfive in your manners be excufed, upon thegood-

nefs of your heart, and on account of thofe eflential quali-

ties upon which you pride yourfelf; if to you, it appear

unreafonable to be offended at nothings, and by certain

fallies of which we cannot always command ; it you infifl

upon being judged by the confequence, by the ground-

work,
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work, by the reflitude of your fentimcnts and condu£l,

and not in confequence of thofe humours which fometinnes

involuntarily efcape you, and upon which it is very diffi-

cult to be always guarded againft one's feH : have the fame

equity for your brother; apply the fame rule to yourfelf;

bear with him as you have occafion to be borne with your

felf ; and do not juftify by your eftrangement from him,

the unjuft averfions Vv^hich may be had to yourfelf. And

this rule is fo much the more equitable, as that you have

only to caft your eyes upon what is continually paffing in

the world, to be convinced that thofe who are loudeft

in trumpeting forth the faults of their brethren, are the

very perfons with whom nobody can agree, who are the

pefls of focieties, and a grievance to the reft of men.

And I might here demand of you, my dear hearer, it

this principle of contrariety, which renders your brother

fo infupportable to you, be not more in yourfelf, that is

to fay, in your pride, in the capricioufnefs of your temper,

in the contrariety of your charafter, than in this ; demand

of you, if all the world fee in him what you believe to

fee yourfelf; if his friends, his relations, his intimates look

upon him with the fame eyes that you do ? What do I

know ! I might demand of you, if that which difpleafes

you in him, be not perhaps his good qualities : if his ta-

lents, his reputation, his credit and his fortune, have not

perhaps a greater fhare in your averfion, than his faults ;

and if it be not his merit or his rank which have hitherto

in your fight conftituted his whole crime. We are fo

eafily deceived in this point ! Envy is a paffion fo mafked,

and fo artful in difguifing itfelf! As there is fomething

mean and rafcally in it, and as it is a fecret confeflion

made to ourfelves of our own mediocrity, it always (hews

itfelf to us under foreign outfides, which completely con-

ceal
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ceal it from us ; but fathom your heart, and you will fee

that all thofe, who either furpafs, or who flune with too much

jullre near you, have the misfortune to difpleafe you ; that

you find amiable, only thofe who have nothing to contefl

with you ; that all who rife above, or are even equal to

you, conflrain and hurt you ; and that to have a claim to

your friendfhip, it is neceffary to have none either to your

prétentions or expeclancies.

But I go flill further, and I entreat you to liflen to me.

I admit your brother to have more faults than even you ac-

cufe him of having. Alas ! You are fo gentle and fo

friendly towards thofe, from whom you expeft your for-

tune and your eflabiifhment, and whofe temper, haughti-

refs, and manners fhock you ! You bear with all their

pride, their repulfes, their fcorns
;
you {wallow all their

inequalities and caprices: You are never difheartened ;

your patience is always greater than your antipathy and

your repugnance, and you negle6f nothing to pleafe. Ah !

If you regarded your brother, as he upon whom depends

eternal falvation, as he to whom you are to be indebted,

not for a fortune of dirt, and an uncertain eftablifhment,

but for the fortune even of your eternity, would you fol-

low, with regard to him, the caprice of your fancy ?

Would you not conquer the unjuft antipathy which effran-

ges you from him ? Would you fufFer fo much in putting

your inclinations in unifon with your eternal interefls, and

in doing upon yourfelf fo ufeful and fo neceffary a vio-

lence ? You bear with every thing for the world and tor

vanity ; and you cry out, how hard ! from the moment that

a fingle painful proceeding is exafted of you for eternity.

And fay not that there are caprices of nature, of which

no account can be given, and that we are not the mafters

of
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of our fancies and likings. I grant this to a certain'point ;

but there is a love of reafon and of religion, which ought

always to gain the day over that of nature. The gofpel

exa£ls not that you have a fancy for your brother, it ex-

afls that you love him ; that is to fay, that you bear with

him, that you excufe him, that you conceal his faults,

that you ferve him ; in a word, that you do for him what-

ever you would wifh to have done for yourfelf. Charity

is not a blmd and capricious fancy, a natural liking, a fym-

pathy of temper and difpofition ; it is a juft, enlightened,

and reafonable duty ; a love which takes its rife in the im-

puHes of grace, and in the views of faith. It is not right-

ly loving our brethren, to love them only through fancy
;

it is loving one's felf. Charity alone enables us to love

them as we ought, and it alone can form real and lledfafl

friends. For fancy is continually changing, and charity

never dieth ; fancy feeks only itfelf, and charity feeketli

not its own interells, but the intereft of whom it loves ;

fancy is not proof againft every thing, a lofs, a proceed-

ing, a difgrace, and charity rifeth fuperior to death : fan-

cy loves only its own conveniency ; and charity findeth

nothing amifs, and fuffereth every thing for whom it lov-

eth ; fancy is blind, and often renders even the vices of

our brethren amiable to us ; and charity never giveth praife

to iniquity, and in others loveth only the truth. The

friends of grace are therefore much more to be relied on

than thofe of nature. The fame fancy which unites the

manners, is often, a moment after, the caufe of fcparating

them ; but the ties formed by charity, eternally endure.

Such is the firft fource of our likings and of our ha-

treds, the injuftices and the capricioufnefs of our fancy.

Interelt is the fécond : for nothing is more common than

to hear you juftifying your animofities, by telling us that

fuch
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fuch a man hath neglefled nothing to ruin you ; that he

has been the mean of blafting your fortune ; that he con-

iinuaily excites vexatious matters againfl you ; that you

find him an infuperable impediment in your way, and that

it is difficult to love an enemy fo bent on injuring you.

But granting that you fpeak the truth, I anfwer to you :

to all the other ills which your brother hath caufed to you,

why (hould you add that of hating him, which is the great-

eft of all, fince all the others have tended to ravifh from

you only fleeting and frivolous riches, while this is the

caufe of ruin to your foul, and deprives you for ever of

your claim to an immortal kingdom ? In hating him, you

injure yourfelf much more than all his malignity with ref-

pe£l to you could ever do : he hath ufurped the patrimony

of your fathers ; it may be fo ; and, in order to avenge

yourfelt, you renounce the inheritance of the heavenly Fa-

ther, and the eternal patrimony of Jefus Chrift. You

take your revenge then upon yourfelf; and, in order to

confole yourfelf for the ills done to you by your brother,

you provide for yourfelf one v/ithout end and without

meafure.

And moreover. Does your hatred towards your brother

reftore any of thofe advantages which he hath fnatched

from you ? Does it meliorate your condition ? What do

you reap from your animofity and your rancour ? In hat-

ing him, you fay that you confole yourfelf ; and this is

the only confolation left to you. What a confolation,

great God ! is that of hatred, that is to fay, of a gloomy

and iurious pafTion, which gnaws the heart, fheds anguifh

and forrow through ourfelves, and begins by punifhingand

rendering us miferable ! What a cruel pleafure is that of

hating, that is to fay, oi bearing on the heart a load of

rancour
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rancour, which empoifons every moment of life ! What

a barbarous method of confoling one's felf ! And are you

not worthy of pity, to feek a refource in your evils, which

anfwers no purpofe but that of eternifing, by hatred, a

tranfitory injury ?

But let us ceafc this human language, and fpeak that

of the gofpel, to which our mouths are confecrated.

It you v/ere Chriftian, my dear hearer; if you had not

loft faith, far from hating thofe whom God hath made in-

ftrumental in blafting your hopes and your projefts of for-

tune, you would regard them as the inftruments of God's

mercies upon your foul, as the minifters of your fanftifi-

cation, and the blcfled rocks which have been the means

of faving you from fhipwreck. You would have been loft

in credit and in elevation ; you would then have neg!e61ed

your God ;
your ambition would have increafed with your

fortune, and death would have furprifed you in the vortex

of the world of paflions, and of human expeQancies. But,

in order to fave your foul, the Lord, in his great mercy,

hath raifed up obftacles which have ftopt your courfe. He
hath employed an envious perfon, a rival to fupplant you,

to keep you at a diftance irom favours, and to place him-

felf betwixt you and the precipice, into which you was

running headlong, for ever to perifti : He hath feconded,

as I may fay, his ambition ; he hath favoured his defigns ;

and, through an incomprehenfible excefs of goodnefs to-

wards you, he hath croffed your worldly fchemes : He
hath raifed up your enemy in time, in order to fave you in

eternity. You ought therefore to adore the eternal defigns

of his juftice and of his mercy upon men ; to confider

your brother as the blefted caufe of your falvation : to en-

treat of God, that, feeing his ambition or his bad inten-

tions have been employed to fave you, he may infpire him

with
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with fincere repentance, and that the perfon who hath been

the inftrument ot your falvation be not permitted to perifh

himfelf.

Yes, my brethren, our hatreds proceed entirely from

our want oi faith. Alas ! if we regarded every thing

which pafles, as a vapour without (ubftance ; if we were

thoroughly convinced that all this is nothing, that falvation

is the great and important affair, and that our treafure and

our true riches are only in eternity, where, in the twink-

ling of an eye, we (hall be : it we were convinced of it,

alas ! we would confider men, who paffionately quarrel

and difpute with each other, for the dignities of the earth,

as children who fall out among themfelves tor the play-

things which amufe their eye, whofe childifh hatreds and

animofities turn upon nothings, which infancy alone, and

the feeble ftate of reafon magnify in their eyes. Tranquil

on the greatefl and moft important events, on the lofs of

the patrimony of their fathers, and the tall ot their family,

and keen even toexcefs, when deprived ot any of the lit-

tle trifling obje£ls which delight their infancy. Thus, O
my God, foolifh and puerile men feel not the lofs ot their

heavenly inheritance, of that immortal patrimony, be-,

queathed to them by Jefus Chrift, and which their brethren

arc already enjoying in heaven. They unconcernedly fee

the kingdom of God, and the only true riches pals away

from them ; and like children, they are inflamed with rage,

and mutually arm againfl each other, from the inftant that

their frivolous polTeffions are encroached upon, or that any

attempt is made to deprive them ot thofe childifh play-

things, the only value or importance of which, is that of

ferving to deceive their feeble reafon, and to amufe their

childhood.

For
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For a Chriflian, intereft is therefore an unworthy and

criminal pretext for his liatred towards his brethren ; but

vanity, which is their lafl refource, is ftill lefs excufeable.

For, my brethren, we wifli to be approved, and to have

our faults as well as our virtues applauded ; and although

we feel our own weaknefles, yet we are fo unreafonable,

as to exa6l that others fee them not, and that they even

give credit to us tor certain qualities, which we inwardly

reproach to ourfelves as vices. We could wifh that all

mouths were filled Iblely with our pi-aifes ; and that the

world, which forgives nothing, which fpares not even its

mailers, (hould admire in us what it cenfures in others.

In efiPeft, you complain, that your enemy hath both

privately and publicly decried you ; that he hath added

calumny to flander ; that he hath attacked you in the ten-

dered and moft feeling quarter, and that he hath ncgle£led

nothing to blait your honour and your reputation in the

opinion of men.

But, before replying to this, I might nrft fay to you,

miftrufl: the reports which have been made to you of your

brother; the moft innocent fpeeches reach us foempoifon-

ed, through the malignity of the tongues whichhave con-

veyed them; there are fo many mean flatterers, whofeek to

be agreeable at the expencc of thofe who are not fo ; there

are fo many dark and wicked minds, whole only plealure

is in finding out evil where none is meant, and in fowing

diffention among men ; there are fo many volatile and im-

prudent charafters, who unfealonably, and with an en-

venomed air, repeat what at fir ft had been only faid with

the moft innocent intentions ; there are fo many men, na-

turally given to the hyperbole, and in whofe mouth every

Vol. I. D 3 thing
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thing is magnified, and departs from the natural and fimpîe

truth ; I here appeal to yourfelf. Has it never happened

to you, that your moft innocent fayings have been empoifon-

ed, and circumftances added to your recitals, which you

had never even thought of ? Have you not then exclaimed

againfl the injuftice and the malignity ot the repeaters ?

Why might not you, in your turn, been deceived ? And it

every thing which pafTes through a variety of channels,

be in general adulterated, and never reach us in its original

purity, why fhould you fuppofe that difcourfes, which re-

late to you alone, were exempted from the fame lot, and

were entitled to more attention and belief ?

Yon will no doubt reply, that thefe general maxims arc

hot the point in queftion, and that theaftionsof which you

complain, are not doubtful, but pofitive. I admit it ; and

I afk if your brother have not on his fide, the fame re-

proaches to make to you ; if you have always been very

lenient and very charitable to his faults ; if you have al-

ways rendered juftice, even to his good qualities; if you

have never permitted him to be reviled in your prefence
;

if you have not aided the malignity of fuch difcourfes by

an aflfefted moderation, which hath only tended to blow up

the fire of detra6lion, and to fupply new traits againft your

brother ; I afk you, if you are even circumfpeft towards

the refl of men ; if you readily forgive the weaknefs oi

others ; if your tongue be not in general, dipt in worm-

wood and gall ; if thebeff eftablifhed reputation, be not al-

ways in danger in your hands ; and, if the faddeft and

moft private hiftories, do not fpeedily become matter of

notoriety, through your malignity and imprudence ; O
man ! Thou pufheft delicacy and fenfibility to fuch lengths,

upon whatever regards thyfelf ! We have occafion for all

the terror of our miniflry, and for all the other moll

weighty
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weighty inducements of religion, to bring thee to forgive

to thy brother, a fingle fpeech, frequently a word which

imprudence, which chance, which circumftances, which

perhaps a juft refentment hath forced from him ; and the

licentioufnefs of thy difcourfes towards others, knows

neither the bonds of politenefs, nor that of decency which

the world itfelt prefcribes.

But, granting that you have nothing to reproach your-

{elf on the part of moderation towards your brother.

What do you gain by hating him ? Do you thereby efface

the fatal impreffions which his difcourfes may have left on

the minds of men ? On the contrary, you inflift a frefh

wound upon your heart ; you give yourfelf a ilab which

carries death to your foul ; you wrench the Iword from

his hands, it I may fpeak in this manner, in order to plunge

it into yourfelf. By the innocency of your manners, and

the integrity of your conduft, make the injuflice of his

difcourfes evident : deflroy, by a lite tree from reproach,

the prejudices to which he may have given rife againfl you :

make the meannefs and the iniquity ot his calumnies re-

vert upon himfelf, by the praftice of thofe virtues, exaft-

\y oppofite to the faults which he imputes to you : fuch is

the juft and legal manner of revenging yourfelf. Triumph

over his malice, by your manners and by your filence :

you will heap living coals upon his head ; you will gain the

public on your fide ; you will leave nothing to your ene-

my, but the infamy ot his pafTion, and of his impofitions.

But hating him, is the revenge of the weak, and the fad

confolation of the guilty; in a word, it is the only refuge

of thofe who can find none in virtue, and in innocence.

But let us now quit all thefe reafonings, and come to

theeflfential point. You arc commanded to love thofe who

dcfpitefully
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defpitefully'ufe and calumniate you ; to pray for them, to

entreat their converfion of God, that he change their ran-

corous heart, that he irifpire them with fentiments of peace

and of charity, and that he place them among the number

of hiv<5 holy. You are commanded to confidcr them as al-

ready citizens of the heavenly Jerufalem, with whom you

fhall form only one voice in finging the immortal prailes

of grace. You are commanded to look upon injuries as

bleffings, as the punifhment of your hidden crimes, for

•which you have fo often merited to be covered with con-

fufion before men ; as the price of the kingdom of God,

which is promifed to thole alone, who with piety bear

with perfecution and calumny.

For, after all, it mufl come to this. Self-love alone

would make us to love thofe who love us, who praife us,

who publifli our virtues, falfe or true; fuch was the whole

virtue of the Pagans ; for, faid Jefus Chrift, if ye love

thofe that love you, what reward have ye ; do not even the

publicans fo ? But religion goes farther: it requires us to

love thofe who hate and perfecute us : it fixes at that price

the mercies ojf God upon us, and declares to us, that no

forgivenefs is to be expelled for ourfelves, if we grant

it not to our brethren.

And candidly, would you have God to forget the crimes

and the horrors of your whole life, to be infenfible to his

own glory, which you have fo often infulted, while you

cannot prevail upon yourfelf to forget a word; while you

are fo warm, fo delicate, and fo pafTionate upon the inte-

refts of your glory
; you who perhaps enjoy a reputation

which you have never merited ; you, who, were you to

be known fuch as you are, would be covered with eternal

fhame and coufufion ; you, in a word, of whom the mofl

injurious
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injurious difcourfes only imperfeftly reprefent the fecret

wretchednefs, and of which God alone knoweth the ex-

tent ? Great God ! how little fhall finners have to fay

for themfelvcs, when thou wilt pronounce againfl them the

fentence of their eternal condemnation !

You will probably tell us, that you perfeftly agree to the

duties which religion hereupon impofes,*but that the laws

of honour have prevailed over thofe of religion ; that, if

difcourfes and proceedings of a certain defcription be tran-

quilly fubmitted to, lafting difiionour and infamy, in the

eyes of men, muft neceflarily follow ; that to forgive through

motives of religion, is nevei^thelefs a flain ot cowardice,

which the world never pardons, and that on this point,

honour acknowledges neither their exception nor privilege.

What is this honour, mv brethren, which is to be bought

only at the price of our fouls, and of our eternal falvation ?

And how worthy of pity, if guilt alone can fave from igno-

miny ! I know that it is here that the falfe laws of the world

feem to prevail over thofe of religion ; and that the wifeft

themfelves, who execrate this abufe, arehowever of opinion

that it muft be fubmitted to. But I fpeak before a Prince,

who, wifer than the world, and filled with a juft indigna-

tion againft a madnefs fo contrary to the maxims of the gof-

pel, as well as to the interefts of the ftate, hath Ihewn to

his fubjefts what is the true honour, and who, in forcing

criminal arms from their hands, hath marked with lafting

infamy thofe barbarous modes of revenge, to which the

public error had detached a deplorable glory.

What, my brethren, an abominable maxim, which the

barbarity of the firft manners of our anceftors alone hath

confecrated, and handed down to us, fhould prevail over

ail
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3II the rules of Chriîlianity, and all the moft inviolable

rules of the ftate ! It (hould be no difhonour to bathe youf

liands in your brother's blood, while it would be one to

obey God, and the prince, who holds his place in the

world ! Glory would no longer then be but a madnels,

and cowardice but a noble refpeft for religion, and for

our mafter. You dread pafiing for a coward ! Shew your

valour then by fhmlding your blood in the defence of your

country ;
go and brave dangers at the head of our armies,

and there feek glory in the difcharge of your duty ; efta-

blifli your reputation by allions worthy of being ranked

among the memorable events of a reign fo glorious ; fuch

js that valour, which the ftate requires, and which religion

authorifes. Then defpife thefe brutal and perfonal ven-

geances ; look upon them as a childilh oftentation of valour,

which is often ufed as a cover to a6lual cowardice ; as the

vile and vulgar refuge of thofe who have nothing fignal to

eftablilh their charafter ; as a forced and an equivocal

proof of courage, which the world wrefts from us, and

againft which the heart often revolts. Far from imputing

ftiame to you, the world itfelt will make it a frefh title oi

honour to you ; you will be ftill more exalted in its opi-

nion ; and you will teach your equals, that mifplaced valour

is nothing but a brutal fear ; that wifdom and moderation

ever attend true glory; that whatever difhonours humani-

ty can never do honour to men ; and that the gofpel, which

inculcates and commands forgivenefs, hath made more he-

roes than the world itfelf, which preaches up revenge.

You will parhaps fay that thefe maxims do not regard

you, that you have forgotten all the fubjefts of complaint

which you had againft your brother, and that a reconcilia-

tion hath put an end to the eclat of your mifunderftandings

and of your quarrel. Now, I fay, that it is more efpeci-

ally»
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ally on this point that you are grofsly deceived' ; and, after

having fhewn to you the injuftice of our hatreds, it is my
duty now to prove to you the falfity of our reconciliations.

Part II. There is not a precept in the law which leaves

lefs room for doubt or lor miftake, than that which obli-

ges us to love our brethren ; and, neverthelefs, there is none

upon which more illufions and falfe maxims are founded.

In efFeft, there is not almoft a perfon who doth not lay,

that he hath heartily forgiven his brother, and that his con-

fcience is perfeflly tranquil on that head ; and, neverthe-

lefs, nothing is more rare than fincere foTgivenefs, and

there is a few inftances of a reconcilement which changes

the heart, and which is not merely a falfe appearance of

renewed amity ; whether it be confidered in its principle,

©r whether the proceedings and confequences of it be ex-

amined.

I fay, in its principle j for, my brethren, in order that

a reconciliation be fmcere and real, it is necelTary that it

take its fource in charity, and in a Chriftian love of our

brother. Now, human motives engrols, in general, a

work which can be the work of grace alone. A reconci-

liation takes place, in order not to perfill againft the prelT-

ing entreaties of friends ; in order to avoid a certain dif-

agreeable eclat, which would neceflarily follow an open

hoftility, and which might revert upon ourfelves, in or-

der not to exclude ourfelves from certain focieties, from

which we would be under the necelTity of banifhing our-

felves were we obftinately to perfift in being irreconcilea-

ble to our brother. A reconciliation takes place through

deference to the great, who exaft of us that compliance,

in order to acquire a reputation for moderation and great-

nefs of foul; in order to avoid giving. tranfadlions to the

public
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public which would not correfpond with that idea which

we would wifh it to have of us ; in order, at once, to cut

Ihort the continual complaints and the infulting diicourfes

ot an enemy, who knows us perhaps only too well, and

who has once been too deep in our confidence, not to merit

feme caution and detçrence on our part, and that by a re-

conciliation, we Ihould endeavour to filence him. What

more fhall I fay ? We are reconciled perhaps like Saul, in

order more fecurely to ruin our enemy, and to lull his vigi-

lance and precautions.

Such are, in general, the motives ol thofe reconciliations

which every day take place in the world. And what I fay

here is fo true, that finners who fhew no fign of piety on

any other occafion, are however reconciled to their bre-

thren in daily inftances ; and they who cannot prevail

over themfelves in the eafieft duties of the Chriftian life,

appear as heroes in the accomplifhment of this one, which,

of all others, is the moft difficult. Ah ! it is becaufe they

are heroes of vanity and not of charity : it is, that they

leave that part of the reconciliation which alone is heroicai

and arduous in the fight of God, viz, an oblivion upon

the paft injury, and a total revolution ot our heart towards

our brother ; and they retain of it only that part which is

glorious in the fight ot men, viz. an appearance of mode-

ration, and a promptitude towards amity, which the world

itfelf praifes and admires.

But, if the greatefl part ot reconciliations turn out to

be falfe when their motives are examined, they are not lefs

fo, if we confider them in their proceedings. Yes, my

brethren, what meafures and négociations ! What forma-

lities and folicitudes in concluding them ! What attentions,

to bellow, and cautions to obferve ! What interefl to con-

ciliate.
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ciliatc, obftacles to remove, and ftepsto accomplifh ! Thus

your reconciliation is not the work, of charity, but of the

wifdom and fkill of your friends ; it is a worldly affair ; it

is nota religious Hep ; it is a treaty happily concluded ; it

is not a duty of faith fulfilled ; it is the work of man, but

it is not the deed of God : in a word, it is a peace which

comes from the earth, it is not the peace ot Heaven.

For, candidly, have men been able, through their ar-

rangements and the ingenuity of their meafures in recon-

ciling you with your brother, to revive that charity which

was extinguifhed in your heart ? Have they been able to

reftore that treafure to you which you had lofl ? They have

fucceeded, indeed, in terminating the fcandal of declared

enmity, and in eftablifhing between you and your brother

the outward duties of fociety ; but they have not changed

your heart, which God alone can do ; they have not ex-

tinguilhed that hatred, which grace alone can extinguifh.

You are thereiore reconciled, but you ftill love not your

brother; and, inelTeft, if you fincerely loved him, would

fo many mediators have been required to reconcile you ?

Love is its own mediator and interpreter. Charity is that

brief word, which would have faved to your friends all

thofeendlefs toils which they have been obliged to employ

in order to reclaim you ; it is not fo meafured ; it frankly

confeiïes what it fincerely feels. Now, before giving way,

you have infilled upon a thoufand conditions
;
you have

difputed every flep ; you have been refolute in not going

beyond a certain point
;
you have exa£led that your bro-

ther fhould make the firfl advances towards meeting you.

Charity knows nothing of all theie rules ; it hath only

one, and that is, oblivion upon die injury and to love our

brother as ourfelf.

Vol. r. E 3 I grant
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I grant that certain prudential meafures are to be obfer-

ved, and that too hafty or ill-timed advantages might often

be not only unfuccefslul, but even the means of hardening

your brother ftill more againft you. But I fay that charity

ought to regulate thefe meafures, and not vanity : I fay,

and I repeat it, that all thefe reconciliations which are with

fuch difficulty concluded, where both parties are refolute

in yielding only to a certain point, and even that with pre-

cautions fo ftri£l and fo precile ; where fo many expedi-

ents and fo much myftery are neceffary, are the fruits of

flefhiy prudence ; they correfl the manners, but they afFeft

not the heart ; they bring the perfons, but not the aflFec-

tions nearer ; they re-eflablifh civilities, but leave the

fame fentiments ; in a word, they terminate the fcandal of

hatred, but not the fin. Thus Jefus Chrift plainly com-

mands us to go our way and be reconciled to our brother.

He fays not to us, do not go too far, left your brother take

advantage of it ; be firft convinced that he will meet you

halfway ; feek not after him, left he confider your proceed-

ing as an apology for his complaints, as a tacit acknowledg-

ment of your blame, and a fentence pronounced againfl

yourfelf. Jelus Chrift plainly tells us : Go thy way and

be reconciled to thy brother. He defires that the reconci-

liation take place through charity alone ; he fuppofes, that

in order to love our brother, we have no occafion for me-

diators, and that our heart fhould be fully capable of every

thing required without an)- foreign interference.

Such are the fteps of reconciliations ; thence, the mo-

tives being almoft always human, the proceedings faulty,

their confequences can be only vain and of no effeft. I

fay the confequences ; for, my brethren, in what do the

far- greater part of thofe reconciliations which every day

take
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take place in the world, terminate ? What is the iruit of

them ? What is it, which is commonly called a réconcilia»

tion with our enemy ? I fhali explain it to you.

You fay, in the Srll place, that you are reconciled to

your brother, and that you have heartily forgiven him ;

but, that you have taken your refolution to fee him no

more, and irom henceforth to have no father intercourfe

with him : And upon this footing, vou live tranquil
;
you

believe that nothing more is prefcribed by the gofpel, and

that a confeffor hath no title to demand more. Now I de-

clare that you have not forgiven your brother, and that

you are ilill, with refpeâ to him, in hatred, in death, and

in fin.

For I demand of you : do we dread the fight of thofe we

love ? And, it your enemy be now your brother, what

can there be fo hateful and fo difagreeable to you in his

prefence ? You fay that you have forgiven, and that you

love him ; but, in order to avoid all accidents, and that his

prefence may not aroufe vexatious ideas, you find it more

proper to exclude yourfelf from it. But what is that kind

of love which the fole prefence ot the beloved objeft, ir-

ritates againft it, and inflames with hatred and wrath ?

You love him ! That is to fay, that perhaps you would not

wifh to injure, or to dellroy him. But that is not enough :

religion commands you likewifeto love him : for honour,

indolence, moderation, fear, and want ot opportunity, are

fulficient inducements to prevent you from injuring him;

but you mull be Chriftian to love him ; and that is pre-

cifely what you are not willing to be.

And, candidly, would you that God loved you, upon

the condition that he fhould never fee you ? Would you

be
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be fatisfied with his goodnefs, and with his mercy, were

he forever to banifli you Irom his prefence ? For you well

know that he will treat you, as you fhall have treated your

brother. Would you think yourfelf much in favour with

the prince, were he to forbid you ever to prefent yourfelf

before him ? You conflantly fay, that a man is in difgrace,

when he is no longer permitted to appear before the mafter ;

and you pretend to perfuade us that you love your brother,

and that no rancour remains in your heart againft him,

while his fole prefence difpleafes and irritates you.

And what lefs equivocal mark can be given, of animo-

fity againft your brother, than that of being unable to en-

dure his prefence ? It is the very extreme of hatred and of

rancour. For many fettled hatreds exift, which yet are

kept under a kind of check ; are, as far as poffible, con-

cealed, and even borrow the outward femblance of friend-

ihip and of decency ; and though unable to reconcile the

heart to duty, yet have fufficient command over them-

felves, to preferve appearances to the world. But your

hatred is beyond all reftraint ; it knows neither prudence,

caution, nor decency ; and you pretend to perfuade us

that it is now no more ! You ftill {hew the moft violent

proofs of animofity, and even thefe you would have us to

confider as the indubitable figns of a Chriftian and fincere

love.

But, befides, are Chriftians made to live eftranged, and

unconnefted with each other ? Chriftians ! The members
of one body, the children of the fame Father, the difci-

ples oi the fame Mafter, the inheritors of the fame king-

dom, the ftones of the fame building, the particles of the

fame mafs ! Chriftians ! The participation of one fame

fpirit, of one fame redemption, of one fame righteouf-

nefs !
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nefs! Chriftlans ! Sprung from one bofom, regenerated in

the fame water, incorporated in the fame church, redeem-

ed by one ranfom, are they made to fly each other, to make

a punifhment of feeing each other, and to be unable to

endure each other ? All religion binds, unites us toge-

ther; the facraments in which we join, the public prayers

and thankfgivings which we fing, the ceremonies of that

worfliip in which we pride ourfelves, the affembly of be-

lievers at which we affiil ; all thefe externals are only fym-

bols of that union which ties us together. All religion it-

felf, is but one holy fociety, a divine communication of

prayers, of facrifices, of works and of well-doings. Eve-

ry thing connefts and unites us, every thing tends to

make of our brethren and of us, only one family, one body,

one heart, and one foul ; and you believe that you love

your brother, and that you preferve, with refpeft to him,

all the mod facred ties oï religion, while you break through

even thofe of fociety, and that you cannot endure even

his prelence ?

I fay much more : How flîall you indulge the fame

hope with him ? For, by that common hope, you are

eternally to live with him, to make his happinefs your own,

to be happy with him, to be reunited with him in the bo-

fom of God, and with him to fing the eternal praifes of

grace. Ah 1 How could the hope of being tor ever united

with him be the fweeteft confolation of your life, if it ap-

pear fo defirable to live in feparation from him, and if you

find even his prefence a punifhment ? Renounce then the

promiles and all the hopes of faith ; feparate yourfelf as an

accurfed from the communion of believers ; interdift to

yourfelf the altar and the awful myfleries ; banifli yourfelf

from the aflembly of the j^holy ; no longer come there to

offer up your gifts and your prayers, fince all thefe religi-

ous
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ous duties, fuppofîng you in union with your brother, be-

come derifions, if you be not fo, depofe againll you in the

face ot the altars, and proclaim to you to quit the holy

affembly as a publican and a finner.

Perhaps alarmed at thefe holy truths, you will finally

tell us, that you will fo far conquer yourfelf as to fee your

brother, and to live on good terms with him ; that you

will not be wanting in civilities ; but that, for the reft,

you know where to ftop, and that he need not reckon

much upon your friendfliip.

You will not be wanting in civilities ! And that, my
dear hearer, you believe is to pardon and to be reconciled

to your brother, and to love him as yourfelf ? But that

charity which the gofpel commands is in the heart ; it is

not a fimple decorum, a vain outfide, an ufelefs ceremo-

ny ; it is real feeling, and an aftive love ; it is a fincere

tendernefs, ever ready to manifeft itfelf in aftions. You

love as a Jew and as a Pharilee, but you love not as a

Chriftian and as a difciple of Jefus Chrift. The law of

charity is the law of the heart ; it regulates the feelings,

changes the inclinations, and pours the oil of peace and of

lenity over the wounds of an angry and wounded will ;

and you turn it into a law wholly external, a pharifaical

and fuperficial law, which regulates only the outfide,

which fettles only the manners, and is fulfilled by vain

appearances.

But you are not commanded that you fhall merely re-

frain from wounding the rules of courtefy, and that you

fhall pay to your brother all thofe duties which fociety

mutually impofes ; it is the world which prefcribes this

law ; thefe are its rules and cuftoras. But Jefus Chrift

commands
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commands you to love him ; and, while your heart is ef-

tranged from him, it is of little importance that you keep

up the vain externals ot courtefy. You refufe to religion

the eflential part ; and the only difference betwixt you and

thofe finners who perfifl in not feeing their brethren is,

that you know how to conflrain yourfelf for the world,

and you know not how to thwart yourfelf for falvation.

And furely, my brethren, if men were united together

by the fole ties of fociety, they no doubt would difcharge

their duty, by keeping up all the externals of politenefs,

and by maintaining that mutual commerce of cares, atten-

tions, and courtefies, which conllitute, as it were, the

whole harmony of the body politic. But we are united

to gether by the facred and clofe ties of faith, of hope, of

charity, and of religion. In the midft of the world we
form a fociety wholly internal and holy, of which charity

is the invifible bond, and altogether diflinft from that civil

fociety which Icgiflators have eftabliOied. Confequently,

by fulfilling with regard to your bretiiren the external cour-

tefies, you fatisfy the claims which civil fociety hath upon

you, but you do not fulfil thofe of religion
; you diflurb

not the political order, but you overturn the order of chari-

ty
;
you are a peaceable citizen, but you are not a citizen

of heaven
; you are a man of the age, but you are not a man

of the agetocome ; the world may acquit you, and damand

no more, but what you do is a blank in the light of God, be-

caule you are not in charity ; and your condemnation is

certain. Come and tell us after this, that you will not be

wanting in decorum, and that religion exaSs no more of

us. It exafts then only dilTimulations, oui fides, and vain

appearances? It exafts then nothing true, nothiti'>, real,

nothing which changes the heart ? And the great precept

oi charity, which alone gives reality to all our works,

•>';oultl
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would no longer then be but a falfe pretence and a vain

hypocrify ?

And truft not folely to us on this point ; confult the pub-

lic itfelf. See if, in fpite of all the appearances which

you flill keep up with your brother, it be not an eftablifhed

opinion in the world that you love him not : and if the

world do not a6l in confequence of that perfuafion. See

if your creatures, if all who approach and who are attached

to you, do notafFeft to keep at a diftance from your brother.

See if all thofe who hate him, orwho are in interells oppofite

to his, do not court your friendfhip and form clofer ties

with you, and if all thofe who are inimical to your brother

do not profefs themfclves your friends. See if thofe who

have favours to expeft from you do not begin by forfaking

him, and if they do not think that in fo doing they are pay-

ing court to you. You fee that the world knows you bet-

ter than you know yourfelf ; that it is not millaken in your

real fentiments ; and that, in fpite of thefe vain fhews to-

wards your brother, you are aftually in hatred and in death,

and that in this refpeft the world itfelf is of our opinion ;

that world, which, on every other occafion, we have con-

ftantly to combat.

Behold in what terminate the greatefl part of the recon-

ciliations which are every day made in the world. They

once more fee each other, but they are not reunited ; they

promife a mutual friendfhip, but it is never given ; their

perfons meet, but their hearts are always eftranged ; and

I had reafon to fay, that the hatreds are unchangeable, and

that almoft all the reconciliations are mere pretences ;

that the injury may be forgiven, but that the offender is

never loved ; that they may ceafe to treat their brother as

an enemy, but that they never regard him as a brother.

And»
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And, behold what takes place every day before our eyes.

In the world are to be feen public charafters, families of

illuftrious names, who ftill preferve with each other certain

meafures of decency, which they cannot indeed break

through without fcandal, yet, neverthelefs, live in different

interefts, in public and avowed fentiments of envy, of

jealoufy, and of mutual animofity ; thwart and do every

thing in their power to ruin each other, view each other

with the moft jealous eyes, and make all their creatures

partifans in their refentments and averfions ; divide the

world, the <;ourt, and the city ; intereft the public in their

quarrel, and cflablifli in the world the opinion and the fcan-

dal that they hate each other ; that they would mutually

deftroy each other ; that they ftill, it is true keep up ap-

pearances ; but that, at bottom, their interefts and affec-

tions are ever eftranged. Yet, notwithftanding all this,

e'ach party lives in a reputation of piety, and of the prac-

tice of good works ; they have diftinguifhed and highly

efteemed confeffors ; in mutually difcharging to each other

certain duties, yet living otherwife in a public and avowed

hoftility, they frequent the facraments, they are continually

in the intercourfe of holy things, they coolly approach the

altar, they frequently and without fcruple prefent them-

felves at the penitential tribunal, where, far from confef-

fing their hatred before the Lord, and weeping over the

fcandal with which it afflifts the people, they make frclh

complaints againft their enemy ; they accufe him, in place

of accufing themfelves ; they make a boaft of the vain ex-

ternal duties which they pay to him, and alledge them as

marks of the heart not being rancorous : What fliall I fay ?

And the very minifters oi penitence, who fliould have

been the judges of our hatred, frequently become its apolo-

gifts, adopt a party with the public, enter into all the ani-

mofity and prejudices of their penitents, proclaim the juf-

VoL. I. F 3 tice
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tice of their quarrel, and are the caufe that the only reme-

dy deflined to ftrike at the root ol the evil, anfwers no

other purpofe than that of decorating it with the appear-

ances of godlinefs, and of rendering it more incurable..

Great God ! Thou alone canft clofe the wounds which a

proud fenfibility hath made in my heart, by nourilhing un-

reafonable and iniquitous hatreds which have corrupted it

in thy fight. Enable me to forget fleeting and momentary

injuries, in order that thou may forget the crimes of my
whole life. Is it for me, O my God ! to be fo feeling and

fo inexorable to the flighteft infults, I who have fuch ne-

<:cflity for thy mercy and indulgence ? Are the injuries of

which I complain to be compared with thofe with which I

have a thoufand times difhonoured thy fupreme grandeur ? ''

Muft the worm of the earth be irritated and inflamed at the

fmalleft marks of diidain, while thy fovereign majefly hath

fo long, and with fo much goodnefs, endured his rebellions

and his offences ?

Who am I, to be fo keen upon the interefts of my glory ;

I who dare not in thy prelence caft mine eyes upon my
fecret ignominy ; I who would deferve to be the reproach

of men, and the outcaft of my people; I who have nothing

praife-worthy, according even to the world, but the good

fortune of having concealed from it my infamies and my
weaknefTes ; I to whom the moll biting reproaches would

ilill be too gentle, and would treat me with too much in-

dulgence ; I, in a word, who have no falvation now to

hope, if thou forget not thine own glory, which I have fo

often infulted ?

But no, great God ! thy glory is in pardoning the fiinner,

and mine ihall be in forgiving my brother. Accept, O
Lord,
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Lord, this facrifice which I make to thee of my refent-

ments. Eftimate not its value by the puerility and the

flightnefs of the injuries which I forget, but by that pride

which had magnified them, and had rendered me fo feeling

to them. And, feeing thou haft promifed to forgive us

our trefpafTes whenever we fhall have forgiven the trcfpaf-

fes of our brethren, fulfil, O Lord, thy promifes-. It is

in this hope that I prefurae to reckon upon thine eternal-

mercies.

SERMON



SERMON XV.

THE WOMAN WHO WAS A SINNER.

Luke vii. 37.

And behold a womanin the city, which was ajinner, when

Jhe knew that Jejus fat at meat in the Pharifees houje,

brought an alabajler-box oj ointment, andjlood at his

feet behind him weeping, and began to wajh hisfeet with

tears, and did wipe, them with the hairs of her head, and

kijfed hisfeet, and anointed them with the ointment.

Jt/ ROM fuch abundant tears, fo fincere a confufion, and

a proceeding fo humiliating and uncommon, it may eafily

be comprehended how great muft once have been the influ-

ence of the paflions over the heart of this finner, and what

grace now operateth within her, Paleftine had long be-

held her as the fhame and the reproach oi' the city ; the

Pharifee's houlehold views her to-day as the glory ot grace,

and a model of penitence : What a change, and what a

fpeftacle !

This foul, fettered, but a moment ago, with the moft

fhameful and the moft indiflbluble chains, finds nothing

now capable of flopping her ; and, without hefitation, fhe

flies to feek, at the feet of Jefus Chrift, her falvation and

deliverance : this foul hitherto plunged in the fenfes, and

living
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Jiving totally for voluptuoufnefs, in a moment facrifices

their livelieft charms, an4 their deareft ties : this foul, lall-

ly, impatient till then ot every yoke, and whofe heart had

never acknowledged other rule than the caprice of its in-

clinations, commences her penitence by the mod humili-

ating proceedings, and the moft melancholy iubjeflions.

How admirable, O my God I are the works of thy grace !

And how near toits cure is the moft hopelefs wretchednefs,

when once it becomes the objeft of thine infinite mercies !

and how rapid and (hortened are the ways by which thou

condufteft thy chofen I

But whence comes it, my brethren, that fuch grand ex-

amples make fo trifling an impeflion, upon us ? From two

prejudices, apparently the moft oppofite to each other, yet,

neverthelefs, which proceed from the fame principle, and

lead to the fame error.

The firft is, that we figure to ourfelves that converfion

of the heart required by God as merely a ceffation of guilt,

the abftaining from certain exceffive irregularities, which

even decency itfelf holds out as improper. And as we are

at laft brought to that, either by age, new fituations, or

çven our own inclinations which time alone has changed,

we never think of going farther; we believe that all is com-

pleted, and we liften to the hiftory of the moft afFcéling

converfions, held out to us by the church, as to leffons,

which no longer, in any degree, regard us.

The fécond goes to another extreme : we reprefent Chrif-

tian penitence to ourfelves, as a horrible (iiuation, and the

defpair of human weaknefs ; a ftate without comfort or

confolation, and attended by a thoufand duties, everyone

more difgufting than another to the heart ; and repulfed,

through
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through the error of that gloomy image, the example of a

change find us little difpoled to be affefied, becatife they

always find us difcouraged. ,_

Now, the convcrfion of our finner confutes thefe two

prejudices io dangerous for falvation. ijily, *Her peni-

tence not only terminates her errors, it likewife expiatei

and makes reparation for them. 2d/y, Her penitence be-

gins, it is true, her tears and her forrow ; but it is likewife

the commencement to her of new pleafures. Whatever

fhe had defpoiled Jefus Chrift of in her errors, fhe reftores

to him in her penitence : behold their reparation ! but

with Jefus Chrift fhe finds, in her penitence, that peace

and thofe comforts which fhe had never experienced in her

errors : behold their confolations ! The reparations, and

the confolations of her penitence, are the whole hiftory oi

her converfîon, and the fubje£l of this difcourfe.

Part I. The office of penitence, fays St. Auguflin,

is that of eftablifhing order wherever fin hath introduced

corruption. It is falfe, it it be not univerfal ; for order

folely refults from a perfeft fubordination of all defires and

emotions which fpring up in our hearts ; every thing mufl

be in its place, in order that that divine harmony, which

fm had diflurbed, may be reftored ; and, while the fmal-

lefl particular there remains deranged, in vain do you la-

bour to repair the reft ; you only rear up an edifice, which,

being improperly arranged, is continually giving way in

fome of its parts, and confufion and diforder prevail through

the whole.

Now, behold the important inftruftion held out to us in

the converfion of this finner ! Her fin comprifed feveral

diforders : iji/y» An iniquitous ufe of her heart, which

had
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had never been taken up but with creatures : idly, A crimi-

nal abufe of all natural gifts, which fhe had made the inftru-

ments of her paffions : S^^/y, A fhameful abafement oi her

fenfes, which fhe had always made to contribute to her vo-

luptuoufnefs and ignominy : Lajily^ An univerfal fcandal

in the notoriety of her errors. Her penitence makes repa-

ration for all thefe diforders : all, confequently are iorgiv-

cn ; for nothing is neglefted in the repentance.

I fay, ijlly. An iniquitous ufe of her heart. Yes, my

brethren, every love, which has for its objeft only the

creature, degrades our heart: it is a diforder, to love tor

itfelf that which can neither be our happinefs nor our per-

feftion, nor, confequently our eafe. For, to love, is to

feek our felicity in that which we love ; it is the hope of

finding in the objefl beloved, whatever is wanting to our

heart ; it is the calling it in aid againft that (hocking void

which we feel within ourfelves, in the confidence that they

ihall be able to fill it : to love, is to look upon the objeft

beloved as our refource againft all our wants, the cure ot

all our evils, and the author of all our good. Now, as it

is in God alone that we can end all thefe advantages, it is

a diforder, and a debafement of the heart, to feek for them

in a vile creature.

And, at bottom, we feel fenfibly ourfelves the injuftice of

that love : however paflionate it be, we quickly difcoverin

the creatures which infpire it, weakneflefs and detefls

which render them unworthy of it : we foon find them out

to be unjuft, fanciful, falfe, vain, and inconftant : the deeper

we examine them, the more wc fay to ourfelves, that our

heart has been deceived, and that this is not the object

which it fought. Our reafon inwardly blulhes at the

weaknefs of our paflion ; xve no longer fubmit to our

chains,
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chains, but with pain ; our paflion becomes our burden

and our punifhment. But punifhed, without being unde-

ceived in our error, we fee, in a change, a remedy for

our miftake : we wander from objeft to objefl, and if

fome one at laft chance to fix us, it is not that we are fatis-

fied with our choice, it is that we are tired of our incon-

ilancy.

Our (inner had wandered in thefe ways : iniquitous

loves had been the caufe of all her misfortunes, and of all

her crimes ; and, born to love God alone, he alone it waS

whom fhe had never loved. But fcarcely hath fhe knowii

him, fays the gofpel, when, blufliing at the meannefs of

her former paflions, (he no longer acknowledges, but him

alone, to be worthy of her heart : all in the creature api

pears to her empty, falfe and difgufting : far from finding

thofe charms, from which her heart had formerly with

fuch difficulty detended itfelf, fhe no longer fees in them,

but their frivolity, their danger, and their vanity. The

Lord alone, in her fight, appears good, real, faithful, con-

fiant to his promifes, magnificent in his gifts, true in his

affeftion, indulgent even in his anger, alone fufiiciently

great to fill the whole immenfity of our heart ; alone fuffi-

ciently powerful to fatisty all its defires ; alone fufficiently

generous to foften all its diftrcfTes ; alone immortal, and

who fhall for ever be loved : laftly, to love whom, can be

followed by the fole repentance of having loved him too

late;

It is love therefore, my brethren, which makes true pe-

nitents : For penitence is only a changing of the heart ;

and the heart does not change, but in changing its love :

penitence is only the re-eflablifhment oi order in man ;

and man is only in order when he loves the Lord, for

whom
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whom he is made : pem'tence is only a reconciliation with

God ; and your reconciliation is fiftitious, if you do not re-

fîore to him your heart : in a word, penitence obtains the re-

miffion of fms, and fins are remitted only in proportion to

our love.

Tell us no more then, my brethren, when we hold out

thefe grand examples for your imitation, that you do not

feel yourfelves born for devotion, and that your heart is of

fuch a nature, that every thing which is detiominated pie-

ty is difagreeabie to it. What ! My dear hearer, your

heart is not made for lovingits God ? Your heart is not made

for the Creator who hath given it to vou ? What ! You
are born then for vanity and falfehood? Your heart, fo grand

fo exalted, and which nothing here below can fatisfy, has

been beflowed on you, folely for pleafures which weary

you ; creatures which deceive you ; honours which em-

barrafs you ; a world which tires, or difguds you ? God

alone, for whom you are made, and who hath made you

what you are, fhould find nothing for himfelf in the prin-

ciple of your being ? Ah ! You are unjuft towards your

own heart : You know not yourlelf, and you take your

corruption for yourfeH. And in effeft, if not born for

virtue, what then is the melancholy myftery of your lot ?

For what are you born ? What chimera then are you

among men ? You are born then only for . remorfe, and

gloomy care ? the author of your being, hath drawn you

from non-entitv, only to render you miferable ?. You are

gifted then wiiL aheart only to purfue an happinefs, which

either is vifionary, or which flies from you, ard to be a

continual burden to yourfelt ?

O man ! open here thine eyes ; fathom to the bottom

the deftiny of thy heart, and thou wilt acknowledge that/

Vol. I. . • G 3 thefe
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thefe turbulent pafTions, which fill thee with fuch repug-

nances to virtue, are foreign to thy nature ; that fuch is

not the natural ftate oi thy heart ; that the author of na-

ture and ol grace had bellowed on thee a more fublime

lot ; that thou wert born for order, tor righteoufnefs, and

for innocence ; that thou haft corrupted an happy nature,

by turning it towards iniquitous pafTions ; and that if not

born for virtue, we know not what thou art, and thoi| be-

tomeft incomprehenfible to thyfelt.

But you are miflaken, when you confider as inclina-

tions incompatible with piety, thofe warm propenfities

towards pleafure which are born with you. From the

inftant that grace fhall have fanftlfied them, they will be-

come difpofitions favourable for falvation. The more you

are animated in the purfuit of the world and its falfe plea-

fures, the more eager fhall you be for the Lord, and for

true riches ; the more you have been found tender and

feeling by creatures, the eafier Ihall be the accefs of grace

to your heart : in proportion as your nature is haughty,

proud, and afpiring, the more fhall you ferve the Lord,

without fear, without difguife, without meannefs : the

more your charafter, now appears eafy, light, and incon-

ftant, the eafier it will be for you to detach yourfelf from

your criminal attachments, and to return to your God.

Laftly, your pafTions themfelves, if I may venture to fpeak

in this manner, will become the means of facilitating your

penitence. Whatever had been the occafion of your def-

truftion, you will render it conducive towards your falva-

tion ; you will fee and acknowledge, that to have received

a tender, faithful, and generous heart, is to have been

born for piety, and that a heart which creatures have been

able to touch, holds out great and favourable difpofitions

towards grace.

^ Perufe
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Perufe what remains to us of the hiftbry of the jufî,

and you will fee that thofe who have at the firft been drag-

ged away by mad paflions, who were born with every ta-

lent calculated for the world, with the warmeft propenfi*.

ties towards pleafures, and the moft oppofite to every

thing pious, have been thofe in whom grace hath operated

the moft wonderful change. And, without mentioning tha

fmner of our gofpel, the Auguftins, the Pelagius', the

Fabioles', thofe worldly and diffipated fouls, fo obftinatc

and rooted in their debaucheries, and fo diametrically op-

pofite, it would feem, to piety ; what progrefs have they

not fince made in the ways of God ? And their former pro-

penfities, have, as I may fay, only paved the way tor their

penitence. The fame foil which nourifhes and produces

great padions, gives birth likewife to the greateft virtues,

when it pleafes the Lord to change the heart. My God !

Thou haft made us all for thee, and in the incomprehenfi^-

hle arrangement of thy Providence, and of thy mercy to-

wards man, even our weakneffes are to conduce towards

our iànftificatîon. It is thus, that our finner made repa^.

jatioa for the iniquitous ufe oi her heart.

But, '2dly, The love which ftie had i'or J'efus Chriff

was not one of thofa vain and indolent fcnfibilities, which

are rather the natural emotions of an eafily affefted heart

than real impreflions- oi grace, and which never produce

any thing in us, further than that of rendering us fatisfied

with ourfelves, and perfuading us that our heart is chang-

ed : the facrifices, and not the feelings, prove the reality

of love.

Thus, the fécond diforder of her fin having been the

criminal and almoft univerfal abufe of all creatures ; the

fécond reparation of her penitence, is the rigoroufly ab-

ftaining.
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ftaining from all thofe things which (he had abufed in her

errors. Her hair, her perfumes, the gifts of body and of

nature, had been the inftruments of her pleafures ; for

none is ignorant of the ufe to which a deplorable paflion

can apply them ; this is the firft Hep of her penitence : the

perfumes are abandoned, and even confecrated to a hcly

miniflry ; her hair is neglefted, and no longer ferves but

to wipe the feet of her deliverer ; beauty, and every at-

tention to the body, are neglefted, and her eyes are blind-

ed with tears. Such are the firft facrifices of her love :

Ihe is not contented with giving up cares vifibly criminal,

flie even facrifices fuch as might have been looked upon as

innocent, and thinks, that the properefl: way of punifhing

the abufe {he had formerly made of them, is, by depriving

herfelf of the liberty fhe might Itill have had of employ-

ing them.

In effe£l, by having once abufed them, the finner lofes

the right he had over them ; what is permitted to an inno-

cent foul, is no longer fo to him who has been fo un-

happy as to deviate frOrri the right path : Sin renders us,

as it were, anathematiled to all creatures around us, and

which the Lord had deftined to our ufe. Thus, there are

rules for an unfaithful loul, not made for other men : he

no longer enjoys, as I may fay, the common right, and

he muft no more judge of his duties by the general maxims,

but by the perfonal exceptions which concern him.

Now, upon this principle,, you are continually demand-

ing of us, if the ufe of fuch and fuch an artifice in drefs

be a crime ? If fuch and fuch public pleafures be forbid-

den ? I mean not here to decide for others ; but I alk at you

who maintain their innocency, whether you have never

made a bad ufe of them ? Have you never made thefe

^ cares
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cares of the body, thefe amufements, and thefe artifices

inftrumental towards iniquitous pafTions? Have you never

employ.ed tbem in corrupting hearts, or in nourifliing the

corruption of your own ? What ! Your entire life has per-

haps been one, continued and deplorable chain oi pafljons

and evils
; you have abufed every thing around you, and

have made them inftrumental to your irregular appetites
;

you have called them all in aid, to that unfortunate ten-

dency of your heart ; your intentions have even exceeded

your evil ; your eye hath never been fingle and yoix would

willingly never have had that of others to have been fo

with regard to you ; all your cares for your perfon, have

been crimes ; and when there is queftion of returning to

your God, and of making reparation for a whole life of

corruption and debauchery, you pretend to difpute with

him for vanities, of which you have always made fo infa-

mous' an ufe ? You pretend to maintain the innocency of

a thoufand ab.ufes, which, though permitted to the reft of

men, would be forbidden to you ? You enter into contel-

tation, when it is intended to reftrift you from the crimi-

nal pomps of the world : You to whom the moft innocent,

if fuch there be, are forbidden in future, and whofe only

drefs ought henceforth to be fackcloth and afhes ? Can you

ftill pretend to juftify cares, which are.your inward fhame,

and which have fo often covered you \yith confufion at the

feet of the facred tribunal ? And fhould fo much contef-

tation and fo many explanations be required, where your

own fhame alone fhould amply fuftice ?

Befides, the holy fadnefs of piety no longer looks up-

on, but with horror, that which has once been a flumb-

ling-blocktous. The contrite foul examines not whether

he may. innocently indulge in it; it fuffices for him to

know, that it has a thoufand times been the rock upon

which
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which he has feen his innocence fplit. Whatever hay

been inftrumentaî in leading him to his evils, becomes,

equally odious in his^-fight, as the evils themfelves ; what-

ever has been alTifting to his paflions, he equally detefts as the

paffions themfelves ; whatever, in a word, has been fa-

I'ourable to his crimes, becomes criminal in his eyesv

Should it even happen that we might be difpofed to accord

it to his weaknefs, ah } his zeal, his compunflion, would

reje6l the indulgence, and would adopt the interefts of

God*s righteoufnels againft men ; he could not prevail

upon himlelf to permit abufes, which would be the means

of recalling to him his paft diforders ; he would always

entertain a dread that the fame manner of a6ling might re-

cal the fame difpofitions, and that, engrofled by the fame

cares, his heart would find iifelf the fame ; the fole image

of his paft infidelities difturbs and alarms him ; and, far

from bearing about with him their fad remains, he would

wifh to have it in his power to remove even from the fpots,

and to tear himfelf from the occupations, which renew

their remembrance. And, furely, what kind of a peni-

tence muft that be, which ftill permits us to love all thofe

things which have been the occafion of our greateft crimes ?

And, while yet dripping from a fhipwreck, can we too

ilrenuoufly form the refolution of for ever fhunning

thofe rocks upon which we had fo lately fplit ?

Laftly, true penitence caufes us to find every where

matter of a thoufand invifible facrifices. It does not con-

fine itfelf to certain efTential privations ; every thing which

flatters the paflions, every thing which nouriflies the life

of the fenfes, every fuperfluity which tends folely to the

gratification of felf-love, all thefe become the fubjeft of

its facrifices: and, like a fharp and grievous fword, it eve-

ry where makes divifions and feparations painful to the

I
^ heart.
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heart, and cuts even to the quick, whatever in the fmall-

eft degree approached too near to the corruption of our

propenfities. The grace of compunction at once leads

the contrite foul to this point ; it renders him ingenious in

punifhing himfelf, and arranges matters fo well, that every

thing ferves in expiation of his crimes ; that duties, focial

intercourfe, honours, profperity, and the cares attendant

upon his ftation, become opportunities of proving his me-

rit ; and that even his pleafures, through the circumfpeftion

and faith with which they are accompanied, become praife-

worthy and virtuous aftions.

Behold the divine fecret of penitence ! As it officiates

here below towards the criminal foul, faysTertullian, as the

juftice of God, and as the juftice of God fhall one day

punilh guilt by the eternal privation of all creatures which

the finner hath abufed, penitence anticipates that terrible

judgment ; it every where impofes on itfelf the moft rigor-

ous privations ; and if the miferable condition of human

life render the ufe of prefent things ftill requifite, it em-

ploys them much lefs to flatter than to punifh the fenfes,

by the fober and aultere manner in which it applies them.

You have only to calculate thereupon the truth of your

penitence. In vain do you appear to have left off the bru-

tal gratification of the pafTions, if the fame pomp and

fplendour are requifite towards fatisfying that natural in-

clination, which courts diflinftion through a vain magnifi-

cence ; the fame profufions, in confequence of not having

the courage to deprive felf-lovc of accuftomed fuperfluitics ;

the fame pleafures of the world, in confequence of be-

ing unable to do without it ; the fame advantages on the

part of fortune, in confequence of the continual defire of

jifjng fuperior to others : in a word, ii you can part with

nothing
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nothing, you exclude yourfelf from nothing ; even admit-

ting that all thofe attachments which you ftillpreferve fliould

not be abfolute crimes, your heart is no£ penitent
;
your

manners are apparently different, but all your partions are

ftill the fame ;
you are apparently changed, but you are not

converted. How rare, my brethren, are true penitents !

How common are vain and fuperficial converfions ! And

how many fouls, changed in the eyes of the world, fhall

one day find themfelves the fame before God !

But it is not enough to have attained to that tîegree of

felt-denial, which keeps us without the circle of attraftion;

to the allurements of guilt ; thofe laborious atonements

mufl likewife be added, which wafh out its flains. Thus,

in the third place, the fmner of our gofpel is not contented

with having facrificed her hair and her perfumes to Jefus

Chrift ; (he proftrates herfelt at his feet, fhe walhes them

with her tears, fhe wipes, fhe kifTes them : and as the third

diforder of her fin had been a fhameful fubjeftion of her

fenfes, fhe begins the reparation of thefe criminal lewd-

nefles, by the humiliation and difgufl of thefe lowly fer-

vices.

New inflruÊlion : it is not fulEcient to remove from the

pafTions thofe allurements which incite them ; it is likewife

neceffary that laborious exertions of fuch virtues as are

moft oppofite to them, infenfibly reprefs, and recal them

to duty and order. You were fond of gaming, pleafures,

amufements, and every thing Iwhich compofes a worldly

life; it is doing little to cut off from thefe plealures that

portion which may ftill conduft to guilt ; if you wifh that

the love of the world be extinguiflied in your heart, it is

neceffary that prayer, retirement, fiience, and a£ls of cha-

rity, fucceed to thefe diflblute manners ; and that, not fa-

tisfied
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tisfied with fhunningthe crimes of the world, you Hkewife

fly from the world itfelt. By giving yourlelf up to bound-

lefs and fhametul paflTions, you have fortified the empire

of the fenfes and of the flefh ; it is necelTary that fafling,

watching, the yoke of mortification, gradually extinguilh

thele impure fires, weaken thefe tendencies, become un-

governable through a long indulgence of voluptuoufnefs,

and .not only remove guilt from you, but operate, as I

may fay, to dry up its fource in your heart. Otherwife

by fparing, you only render yourfelf more miferable : the

old attachments which you fliall have broken without hav-

ing weakened, and, as it were, rooted them from vour

heart by mortification, will incefTantly be renewing their

attacks ; your palTions, become more violent and impetuous

by being checked and fufpended without your having weak-

ened and overcome them, will make you undergo agitations

and {forms, fuch as you had never experienced even in

guilt : you Vv^ill behold yourfelf on the point, every mo-

ment, of a melancholy fhipwreck
;
you will never tafte of

peace in this new life. You will find yourfelf more weak,

more exhaufted, more animated for pleafure, more eafy to

be fliaken, and more difgufled with thefervice of God, in

this ftate of imperfeft penitence, than you had even been

formerly in the midll oi difiipation : every thing will be-

come a rock to you; you will be a continual temptation to

yourfelf
;
you will be alloniflied to find within you a fliU

greater repugnance to duties; and, as it is liard'y pofTible

to ffand out long againft yourfelf, you will foon become

difgufted with a virtue by which you fufFer fo much'; and,

in confequence of your having wifhed to be only atranqu:!

and mitigated penitent, you v.'ill be an unhappy one, without

confolation, without peace, and confequently without per-

feverance. To augment and multiply the Idcrinces is to

abridge the fufferings in virtue; and whatever we arc in-

VoL. I. H 3 duccd
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(luced to fpare to the pafTions. becomes rather the punifh-

ment and the difguft than the foftening of our penitence.

The lafl diforder which had accompanied the fin of the

woman of our gofpel, was the publicnefs of the fcandal at-

tending the corruption oi her conduft. The fcandal of the

law, which was difhonoured in the opinion of the Romans

and of fo many other gentiles, fpread throughout Paleftinc,

and who, witnefling the ilI-conduÊl of our finner, took

occafion, no doubt, from it, to blafpheme the name of the

Lord, to defpife the fanftity of his law, to harden them-

felves in their impious fuperllitions, and to look upon the

hope of Ifrael and the wonders of God, as related in the

holy books, as fiftions invented to amufe a credulous peo-

ple.

. Scandal of place : Her ilI-condu£l had been confpicu-

ous in the city, that is to fay, in the capital of the

country ; from whence the reports of fuch accidents were

foon circulated throughout Judea. Now, behold the fcan-

dals for which her penitence makes reparation : the fcan-

dal of the law, by renouncing the fuperflitious traditions

of the Pharifees, who had adulterated their precepts ; and

by confeffing Jefus Chrifl, who was the end and the ful-

filment of them. For, too Irequently, after having dif-

honoured religion in the minds of the impious, through

our cxcefTes and fcandalous conduft, we again dilhonour

it through our pretended piety ; we create for ourfelves â

kind of virtue altogether worldly, fuperficial, and pharifai-

ca! ; we become fuperflitious without becoming penitent ;

we make the abufcs of devotion fucceed to thofe of the

world ; the only reparation we make for the fcandal of our

debaucheries, is that of a fenfual piety ; and we refleol

more difgrace upon virtue, through the weaknefTes and il-

lu fions
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lufions which we mingle wiih it, than we did by our open

and avowed exceiïes. Thus the impious are more harden-

ed in their [iniquity, and more removed from converfion,

by the example oi our falfe penitence, than ever they had

formerly been by the example even oi our vices.

Laftly, the fcandal of place : That fame city which had

been the theatre of her fhame and of her crimes, becomes

that of her penitence. She goes not into retired places to

give vent to her fbrrows and her tears; fhe takes no advan-

tage, like Nicodemus, of the fhades of night to come to

Jefus Chrift, nor waits the opportunity of his being in a re-

tired corner of the city, in order to conceal from the eyes

of the public the firfl. ffeps of her coverfion. In the face

of that great city which flie had fcandalifed by her condu6l;

fhe enters into the houfe of the pharilee, and is not afraid

of fubmitting to have as fpeftators of her penitence, thofe

who had been witnefTes of her former crimes. For often,

after having defpifed the world's opinion in debauchery, it

becomes dreaded in virtue : the eyes of the public did not

appear formidable to us during our difTipation; they be-

come fo in our penitence ; our vices were carelefsly laid

open to view ; our virtues are backward and cautious; we

dare not at firfl declare openly for Jefus Chrift ; we are

afhamed to fliew ourfelves in a light fo new to us; we ha\e

gloried in vice as if it had been a virtue, and we blufli lor

being virtuous, as though it were a fhame.

. As our fortunate finnér had not been timid in evil, fo is

flie not timed in good ; fhe bears, even with a holy infen-

(ibility, the reproaches of the pharifee, who recounts in

the prefence of all the guefts, the infamy of her part man-

ners. For the world, typified by that pharifee, feels a grati-

fication in the mean plcafure ot recalling the former errors

of
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o{ thofe whom grace hath touched: far from reaping any

edification from their prefcntgood conduè}, it is continual-

ly dwelling upon their paft irregularity ; it tries to weaker»

the merit of what they now do, by renewing upon every

occafion the remembrance of what they have done;, it

would appear that the errors which they lament authorife

thofe which we love, and in which we flill continue to

live ; and that it is more allowable for us to be finncrs, fince

real and fincere penitents repent of having been fo. It is

thus, O my God! that every thing worketh out our de-

flru£lion, and that, inflead of bleffing and praifing the

riches ot thy mercy when thou withdraweft worldly and

diffolute fouls from the ways of perdition, and inftead of

being excited by thefe grand examples, to have recourfe to

thy clemency, always fo ready to receive the repentant fin-

ner; infenfible and blind to his penitence, we are occupied

only in recalling his errors, as if we were entitled from

thence to fay to ourfelves, that we have nothing. to dread

in debauchery ; that one day or other we Ihall likewife be-

come contrite ; and that the fmcerefl; penitents, having once

been perhaps flill more deeply involved than we in mad

pafTions, we need not defpair of one day or other being

able to quit them as well as they! O inexplicable blindnefs

of man, that finds inducements to debauchery even in the

examples ot penitence !

Such were the reparations of our finner. But if it be

an error to reprefent to ourfelves a change ot life as the

fimple ceffation of our former debaucheries, J^ithout ad-

ding to that thofe expiations which wafli them out ; it is

likewife another not lefs dangerous, the confidering thefe

expiations as involving you in a fituation, gloomy, wretch-

ed, and hopelefs. Thus, after having mentioned to you

the
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the reparations of her penitence, it is proper that I now-

lay before you the confolations.

Part II. Come unto me, fays Jefus Chrift, all ye who

are weary of the ways of iniquity; take my yoke upon

you and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and

ye (hall find reft unto your fouls ; for my yoke is eafy and

my burden is light.

This promife, addrefled to all criminal fouls, who are al-

ways mi ferable in debauchery, is completely fulfilled in

the inflance of the fmner ot our gofpel. In effeÊt, every

thing which had formerly been to her, in her difTipations,

an inexhauftible fund of difguft, becomes, now, in her

penitence, a fruitful fource ot confolation ; and with Jefus

Chrifl file is happy, through the lame means which, during

her guilt, had occafioned all hermiferies.

Yes my brethren, an iniquitous love had been her fîrfè

guilt, and the firfl fource of all her diftrefl'es ; the firft con-

folation of her penitence, is a holy derileftion for Jefus

Chrifl, and the wide difference between that divine and new-

love, and the protane love which had hitherto cngrolTcd her

heart. I fay the difference in the obje6t, in the proceed-

ings, and in the correfpondence.

In the obje6l : the depravity of her heart, had attached

her to men, corrupted, inconllant, deceitful, rather com-

panions 0Ï her debauchery than real friends, lefs watchful

to render her happy, than attentive to the gratification of

tlieir own inordinate pafTions ; to men, who always join

contempt, to a gratified paffion ; to Amnons, in whofe

eyes, from the moment that they have obtained their wifhcs,

the unfortunate objc61; of their love becomes vile and

hateful ;
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hateful ; to men whofe weaknefTes, artifices, tranfports and

defefts flie well knew, and whom fhe inwardly acknow-

ledged to be unworthy of her heart, and to whom fhe paid

any attention, more through the unfortunate bias of pafTion,

than the free choice of her reafon ; in a word, to men,

who had never yet been able to fix the natural infta-

biiity, and love of change, of her heart. Her penitence

attaches her to Jefus Chrift, the model of all virtue, the

fource of all grace, the principle of all light ; the more

flie ftudies him, the more does fhe difcover his greatnefs

and fan6lity ; the more Ihe loves him, the more does fhe

find him worthy of being loved : to Jefus Chriff, the faith-

ful, immortal, and difinterefled friend of her foul, who is

concerned for her eternal interefls alone; who is inte-

refted only in what may render her happy ; who is even

come to facrifice his eafe, his glory and his life, in order to

fecure her immortal happinefs ; who has diftinguiflied her,

from among fo many women of Judah, by an overflowing

of mercy, when fhe had rendered herfelf the moft confpicu-

ous of her fex, by the excefsof her wretchednels ; whoex-

pefts nothing from her, but is willing to bellow on her,

far more than fhe could ever have hoped ; lajily, to Jefus

Chrift, who has tranquilifed her heart, by purifying it ;

who has fixed its inconllancy, and fubdued the multiplicity

of its defires ; who has filled the whole extent of her love ;

who has reflored to her that internal peace, which creatures

had never been able to beftow.

O my foul ! How long fhalt thou continue to love in

creatures, what is but thine afïliftion and punifhment ?

Wouidft thou fuffer more by breaking afunder thy chains,

than thou now doft in bearing them ? Would virtue and

innocence be more painful, than thofe fhameiul paffions

which at prefent debafe and rend thee ? Ah ! Thou fhalt

find
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find every thing light and ealy, in comparifon with the

cruel agitations which render thee fo unhappy in guilt. Dif-

ference in theobje6l of her love.

Difference in the fteps. The excefs of pafTion had led

her to a thoufand fteps, in oppofition to her inclination,

her glory, and her reafon ; had led her to make a facrifice

to men of her quiet, her inclinations, her honour, and

her liberty ; to fhameful condefcenfions, and difagreeable

fubmifTions ; to important facrificcs, for which the only

return was their thinking themfelves more entitled from

thence to exa£l flill more : for fuch is the ingratitude of

men ; the more you allow them to become mafters of

your heart, the more they ereft themfelves its tyrant : in

their opinion, the excefs of your attachment to them dimi-

nifhes its merit ; and they punifh you for the fervour and the

fhame of your tranfports, by taking occafion, even from

thence, to fuffer all, even to their gratitude, to be cooled.

Behold the grateful returns experienced by our (inner

in the ways of the pafTions ! But in her penitence every

thing is reckoned : the flightefl flep which fhe takes for

Jefus Chrift is noticed, is praifed, is defended by Jefus

Chrift himfelf. The pharifee vainly endeavours to lelFen

her merit, (for the world never ftudies but to diminifli the

value of the virtues of the juft), the Saviour undertakes

her defence :
" Seeft thou this woman ?" faid he to him,

as if he thereby meant to fay, Knoweft thou all the merit

of the facrifices which fhe makes to me, and how far the

flrength and the excefs of her love for me extend ? She

hath not ceafed to wafh my feet with tears, and to wipe

them with the hairs of her head. He reckons, he ob-

ferves every thing; a figh, a tear, a fimple movement of

the heart ; nothing is loft upon him of whatever is done

for
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for him ; nothing efcapes the exaclnefs of his glances, and

the tendernefs of his heart ; wc are well allured that we

ferve no ungrateful mafter ; he overvalues even the flight-

cfl facrifices. " Seeft thou this woman ?" He would, it

appears, that all men view her with the fame eyes that he

did : that all men fhould be as equitable eftimators as him-

felf oi her love, and of her tears ; he no longer fees her

debaucheries ; he forgets a whole lite of error and guilt ;

he fees only her repentance and her tears.

Now, what confolation for a contrite foul, to have it in

her power to fay to herfelf. Till now, I have lived on-

ly for error and vanity ; my days, my years, my cares,

my inquietudes, my diftreffes, all are hitherto lofl, and»

no longer exift, even in the mem.ory of thofe men for

whom alone I have lived, for whom alone I have lacrificed

every thing ; my reftitude, my attentions, my anxieties,

have never been repaid but with ingratitude ; but, hence-

forth, whatever I do for Jefus Chrift will receive its full

cflimation ; my fuflferings, my affliftions, the flighteft fa-

crifices of my heart ; my fighs, my tears, which I had fo

often fhed in vain for creatures ; all fliall be written in im-

mortal charafters in the book oi life : all thefe fhall eter-

nally exifl in the remembrance of that faithful Mafter

whom I ferve ; all thefe, in fpite of the defe£is mingled

with them by my weaknefs and my corruption, fhall be

excufcd, and even purified through the grace of my Re-

deemer ; and he will crown his gifts by rewarding my fee-

ble deferts : 1 no longer live but for eternity ; I no longer

labour in vain ; my days are real, my life is no longer a

dream. O my brethren, what a blefTed gain is piety !

And hbw great are the confolations which a foul recalled

to Jefus Chrift receives, in compenfation for the trifling

iofliss which he facrifices to him !

Laflly
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Laftly, Difference in the certitude of the correfpond-

ence. That love of creatures which aftuated our finner,

had always been attended with the mod cruel uncertainties.

One is always fufpicious of an equal return oi love: the

heart is ingenious in rendering itfelf unhappy, and in tor-

menting itfelt with vain fears, fufpicions, and jealoufies :

the more generous, true, and frank it is itfelf, the more

doth it fuffer: it is the martyr of its own diflrufls. Yotx

know this weîl ; and it does not belong to me to pretend

to {peak from this place the language of your extravagant

paflions.

But what a new de'ftiny in the change of her love!

Scarcely is her love of Jefus Chrift commenced, when (he

is certain of being beloved ; fhe hears from his divine

mouth the favourable fentence, which, in remitting her

fins, confirms to her the love and the afîeftion of him who

remits them : not only are her debaucheries forgotten, but

fhe is urged to be convinced in her own mind, that they are

forgotten, pardoned, and wafbed out ; all her fears are pre-

vented, and ground is no more left for millrufl or uncer-

tainty ; nor can fhe longer fufpeél the love of Jefus Chriff,

without at the fame time fufpecling his power, and tfie

faithlulnefs of his promifes.

Such is the lot of a contrite foul on quitting the tribunal

where Jefus Chrifl, through the miniffry of ihe pricft, has

remitted debaucheries, which he has wafhed out witli his

tears and his love. In fpite of that uncertainty infeparabie

from the prefent ffate of Hie, whether he be worthy of love

or hatred, an internal peace bears teflimony in the bottora

of his heart that he is reftored to Jefus Chrifl : he ex-

periences a calm and a joy in his confcience, which can be

the fruit of righteoufnefs alone. Not that he is entirely de-

Vol. I. I 3 Uvered
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livercd from alarm and apprehenfion on account o^' hb

};aft infidelities, and that, in certain moments, more for-

cibly ftruck with horror at his paft errors, and the feverity

of God's judgments, he is not tempted to confider all as

hopelefs to him ; but Jefus Chrift, who himfelf excites

thefe ftorms in his heart, has quickly calmed them ; his

voice ftill inwardly fays to him, as formerly to Peter alarm-

ed upon the waves :
" O thou of little faith, wherefore

doubteft thou ?" Have I not giveri thee fufficient proofs ot

my kindnefs and my proteftion ? Refle6l upon all that I

have done in order to withdraw thee from the ways of ini-

quity : I feek not with fuch perfeverance the fheep that I

love not ; I recal them not from lo far, to let them perifh

before my eyes ; didruft then no more my affeftion ; dread

only thine own lukewarmnefs or inconflancy. Firll con-

folation of her penitence ; the difference of her love.

The fécond is the facrificeof her pafTions. She throws

at the feet of Jefus Chrift her perfumes, her hair, all the

attachments of her heart, all the deplorable inftrumcnts of

her vanities, and of her crimes ; and do not fuppofe that

in aftingthus (he facrifices her pleafurcs ; fhe facrifices only

her anxieties and her punifhments.

In vain is it faid that the cares of the paffions conftitute

the felicity of thofe pofTefTed by them ; it is a language in

which the world glories, but which experience belies.

What punifhment to a worldly foul, anxious to pleafe, are

the folicitous cares of a beauty, which fades and decays

everyday! What attentions and conftraints ! They mull

lake upon themfelves, upon their inclinations, upon their

pleafures, upon their indolence : v;hat inward vexations,

when thefe cares have been unavailing, and when more

fortunate charms have attracted the general attention !

What
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What tyranny is that of cuflom! It muft, however, be

fubmitted to, in fpite ot deranged affairs, a remonflrating

hufband, tradefmen who murmur, and who dearly fell the

remiffions perhaps required. I fay nothing of the cares of

ambition : what a life is that pafTed in defigns, projefts,

fears, hopes, alarms, jealoufies, fubjeftion, and meannef-

fes ! I fpeak. not of a profane connexion : what terrors

left the myftery be laid open ! What eyes to fhun ! What

fpies to deceive I What mortifying repulfes to undergo

from the very perfon for whom they have perhaps facrificed

their honour and their liberty, and of whom they dare not

even complain ! To all thefe,, add thofe cruel moments

when paffion, lefs unruly, allows us leifure to infpeclQur-

felves, and to feel the whole infamy of our fituation ; thofe

moments in which the heart, born for more folid joys,

wearies of its own idols, and finds ample punifhment in

its difgufts and in its own inconftancy. World profane !

If fuch be the felicity thou vaunteft fo much, diflinguifli

thy worfhippers, and, by crowning them with fuch an

happinefs, punifh them for the faith which they have fo-

creduloufly given to thy promifes.

. Behold what our fipner cafts z,t the feet of Jefus Chrifl,

her bonds, her troubles, her flavery ; in appearance, the

ijiftruments of her pleafures, in truth the fource of all her

affligions. Now, granting that this were the only confo-

lation of virtue, is it not a Sufficiently, ;gFand one, that of

d_eliverance from the keeneft anxieties of the pafTions ? To
have your happinefs no longer dependant upon the incon-

ftancy, the perfidy, and the injuftice of creatures ; to

have placed yourfelf beyond the reach of events ; to pof-

fefs in your own heart all that is wanting towards your hap-,

pinefs, or to fuffice, as I may fay, to yourfelf ? What do

you lofe, in facrificing gloomy and anxious cares, in or-

der
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der to find peace and inward joy r and to lofe all for Jefus

Chrift, is it not, as the apoftle fays, to have gained all ?

Thy faith hath made thee whole, faid the Saviour to the

woman
;
go in peace. Behold the treafure which (he re-

ceives in return for the pallions facrificed to him : behold

the reward and the confolation of her tears and of her re-

pentance, that peace of mind which flie had never, as yet,

been able to find, and which the world hath never bellow-

ed. Fools ! fays a prophet ; mifery to you, then, who

drag on the load of your paflians, as the ox in labouring

drags on the chains of the yoke which galls him, and who

Tufh on to your deftruftion by the way even of anguifh,

fubje6lion and conilraint Ï

Laftly, By her fm fhe had been degraded irv Che eyes of

men : they beheld with contempt the fhame and' the infamy

of herconduft ; fhe lived degraded from every right whicb

a good reputation and a life free from reproach beftow;

and the pharifee is even aflonifhed that Jeius Chrift fhould"

condefcend to fuifer her at his feet.

For the world, which authorifes whatever leads to dilli-

pation, never fails to cover diffipation itlelt with infamy ;

it approves, it juftifies the maxims, the habits, and the

pleafures which corrupt the heart ; and yet it infills that

innocency and regularity of manners be united with cor-

ruption of heart ; it infpires all the paflions, yet it always

blames the confequences of them ; it requires you to flu-

dy the art of pleafing, and it defpifes you from the mo-

ment that you have fucceedcd ; its lafcivious theatres re-

found with extravagant praifes of profane love, and its

converfations confifl only of biting fatires upon thofe who
yield themfelves up to that unfortunate tendency ; it praifes

the gr-aces, the charms, the miferable talents which fight

up
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up impure defires, »nd it loads you with everlafting fhame

and reproach from the moment that you appear inflamed

with them. O how infinitely above defcription wretched

are thofe who drag on in a ftill beloved world, and which

they find themfelves incapable ol doing without, the mi-

ferable wrecks of a reputation, either blafted or but feebly

confirmed ; and wherever they (hew themfelves, to aroufc

the remembrance or the fufpicion ol their crimes !

Such had been the affliftions and the difgraces, with

which the partions and the debaucheries ot our finner

were followed ; but her penitence reftores to her more ho-

nour and more glory than had been taken from her by the

infamy of her crimes. This finner, fo defpifed in the

world, whofe name was never mentioned without a blufh,

is praifed for the very things which even the world confi-

ders as moft honourable, viz. kindnefs ot heart, generofity

of fentiments, and the fidelity of an holy love ; this fin-

ner, with whom no comparifon durft ever be made, and

whofe fcandal was without example in the city, is exalted

above the pharifee ; the truth, the fincerity of her faith, of

her corapunftion, of her love, merits at once the prefer-

ence over a fuperficial and pharafaicaJ virtue : Lajîly,

This finner, whofe name was concealed, as if unworthy of

being pronounced, and whofe only appellation, is that of

her crimes, is become the glory of Jefus Chrift, the praife

of grace, and an honour to the gofpel. O matchlefs

power of virtue !

Yes, my brethren, vitue renders us a fpeflacle, worthy

of God, of angels, and of men : it once more exalts a

fallen reputation ; it renews our claim, even here below,

to rights and honours which we had forfeited ; it wafhes

out flains, which the malignity of men would wiih to be

immortal :
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immortal : it rejoins us to the ferva»'^ of Jefus Cliniî,

and to the focicty ot the juft, oï whofe intercourfe we

were formerly unwortb) : it calls forth in us a thoufand

Jaudable qualities, which the vortex of the pafTions had al-

moll forever' engulphed : La/lly, it attrafts more glory to

us, than our pall manners had attached Ihame and con-

tempt. While Jonah is rebellious to the will of God, he

is the curfe of Heaven, and of the earth ; even idolaters

are under the necelTity of fcparatinghim from their fociety,

and of calling him out, as a child of infamy and maledic-

tion ; and the belly of a monllcr is the only afylum in

which he can conceal bis reproach and fbame. But touch-

ed with contrition, fcarcely hath he implored the eternal

mercies of the God of his Fathers, when he becomes the

;idmiration of the proud Ninevah ; when the grandees and

the people unitetorender him honour still then unheard of;

when the prince himfclf, lull ol rcfpe6l tor his virtue, de-

fccnds from the throne, and covers himfelf with fackcloth

and alhes, in obedience to the man of God. Thbfe paf*

fions which the world praifes and infpires, had drawn up-

on us the contempt even of the world ; virtue which the

world cenfures, and combats, attraftsto us, however unwil-

lingly on its part, its veneration and homages.

What, my dear hearer, prevents you then from terminat-

ing your fhame, and your inquietudes, with your crimes ?

Is it the reparations of penitence which alarm you ? But the

longer you delay the more they multiply, the more debts are

contra6led, the more you increafe the necelTity ot new

rigours to your weaknefs. Ah ! if the reparations difcou-

rage you at prefent, what (hall it one day be, when your

crimes, multiplied to infinity, almoft no punifhment what-

ever fiiall be capable of expiating them ? They fliall then

plunge you into defpair ; and you will adopt the miferable

party
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party of calling off all yoke, and of no longer reckoning

upon your falvation
;
you will raife up to youvlelf nevv

maxims, and modes of reafoning, in order to tranquilize

your mind in freethinking
; you will conlider as needlei's a

penitence which will then appear to you impofîible.

When the embarrafTments of the confcience come to a

certain point, we feel a kind of gloomy fatislaQion in

perfuading ourfelves, that no refource is left ; we calm

ourfelves on the foundation of truths, when we fee our-

felves fo far removed from what they prefcribe ; we fly to

unbelief for a remedy, from the moment that we believe

it is no longer to be found in fi-ith ; from the moment that

the chaos becom.es inexplicable to us, we have foon fettled

it in our minds, that all is uncertain. And befides, what

fhoviid there be fo melancholy and fo rigorous in repara-

tions, whole holy merit ought to fpring from love ?

Unbelieving foul ! you dread being unable to fupport

the holy fadnefs of penitence
;
yet you have hitherto been

able to bear up againft the internal horrors of guilt: virtue

in your eyes feems wearifome beyond fufferance; yet,

have you long dragged on under the flings of an ulcerated

confcience, which no joy could enliven. Ah ! Since you

have hitherto been able to bear up againft all the inward an-

guidi, the bittcrnefTes, the dii'gufts, the gloomy agitations

of iniquity, no longer dread thofe of virtue : in the pains

and fufFerances infeparable from guilt, you have under-

gone trials far beyond what may be attached to virtue ; and

doubly fo, becaufe grace foftens, and renders even pleaf-

ing, the fufFerings of piety, while the only fweetener of

guilt is the bitternefs of guilt itfelf.

My God ! Is it pofTible, that, for fo many years paft, I

Jiave had flrength to wander in fuch arduous and dreary

ways.
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ways, under the tyranny of the world, and oF the paflions,

and that I fliould be unable to live with thee, under all the

tendernefs of thy regards, under the wings of thy compaf-

lion, and under the proteftion of thy arm ? Art thou then

fo cruel a mafter ? The world which knows thee not, be-

lieves that thou rendereft miferable thofe who ferve thee :

but we, O Lord, we know that thou art the gentleft

and beft of mailers, the tendereft of all fathers, the moft

taithtul oi all friends, the molt munificent of all benefac-

tors ; and that thou giveft a foretafte, by a thouland in-«.

ward confolations with which thou indulged thy fervant?

here below, of that eternal felicity which thou prepareft

for them hereafter.

SERMON
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THE WORD OF GOD.

Matthçw w. 4.

It is written, that man Jhall not live by bread al<mç^

but by every word that procecdcth uut of the mouth of

God.

IN OTHING can give a better iflea of the power and of the

fubiimity of the word of the gofpel, than the images em-

ployed by Jefus Chrift to foretel its efre6is. One while it

is a facred fword, which is to divide father from child,

hufband from wife, brother from fifter, and man from him-

felf ; to bend all minds under the yoke pf faith, to lubju-

gaté the Cefars, to triumph over fages and the learned,

and to exalt the ftandard ot the crofs upon the wrecks of

idols, and of empires ; through that is reprefented to us its

might, which the whole world hath been unable to refill.

One while it is a divine fire, fpread in an inflant

throughout the earth, which goes to difTolve the moiin-

tains, to depopulate the cities, to people the forefts, to re-

duce into alhes the profane temples, to inflame the minds

of men, and to make them fly, like madmen, to death, in

the fight of nations ; and under thefe parabolical traits are

figured to us the promptitude of its operations, and the ra»

pidity of its vi£lories.

Vol. I. K 3 One
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One while it is a myfterious leaven, which joins and re-

unites the whole mafs ; which binds all its parts together,

and imprefTes upon them one general efficacy and virtue ;

which overthrows the diftinftions of Jew and Gentile, of

Greek and Barbarian, and gives to all the fame name and

the fame being: and here you comprehend how great muft

be its fanftity and inward might, feeing it hath purified

the whole univerfe, and of all nations hath made but one

people.

Another time it is a feed, which at firft appears loft in

the earth, but afterwards fprings up, and multiplies an

hundred fold. And behold the firft caufe of the fecundi-

ty : not the hulbandman who fows, but the invifible Author

who giveth the increafe.

But at prefent Jefus Chrift compares it to bread, which

ferves as the food of man ; and he thereby means to in-

form us that the word of the gofpel is a powerful and fo-

lid nourifhment, olten pernicious tofuch as receive it into

a difeafed and corrupted heart, and ufelul only to fouls

who, with an holy appetite, nourifh themfelves with it,

and who bring to this place a heart prepared to liften to it.

To confine myfelf then to this idea, I fhall fay nothing

of the wonders which this word, announced by twelve

poor and humble men, formerly wrought throughout the

univerfe. I fhall pafs over in filence the fanftity of its

do^rine, the fublimity of its counfels, the wifdom of its

maxims ; and limiting myfelf to the inftruélion, and to

that which may render the word of the gofpel which we

announce beneficial to you, I fhall inform you, firflly,

what are the difpofitions which ought to accompany you to

this holy place for the purpofe of hearing it ; and, fécond-
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ïy, in what mind you ought afterwards to liflen to it : Two
duties not only negleéted, but even unknown to the greateft

part of the believers, who run in crowds to the feet of

thefe Chriftian pulpits, and which are the ordinary caufe ot

our miniltry being attended with fo httle fruit.

Part I. It is not the body ot external works, fays St.

Auguftin, which diftinguifhes the jufl from carnal Chrif-

tians : it is the invifible fpirit which animates them. Pi-

ous aftions are frequently common to the good and the

wicked ; it is the difpofition ot the heart which difcrimi-

nates them. Ail run, fays the apoftle, but all reach not

the goal, tor it is not the fame fpirit which impels them.

Now, to apply this maxim to my lubje6l ; of all the

duties of Chriftian piety, there is undoubtedly none of

which the external is more equally fulfilled by the worldly,

and by the pious, than that ot coming to hear the word of

the gofpel. All run in crowds, like the Ifraelites former-

ly to the foot of the holy mountain, to hear the words ot

the law. Our temples are hardly fufficient to contain the

multitude of believers : profane affemblies break up, to fwell

the number of the holy affembly at the hours of inftruc-

tion ; and the ages which have feen the zeal of Chriftians fo

relaxed on every other duty of religion, have not it would

feem, witneffed it in this. Neverthelefs, of all the minif-

flries confided to the church for the confummation of the

chofen, tliere is almoft none fo unprofitable as that of the

word ; and the moft efficacious mean which the church

hath, in every age, employed for the converfion of men,

is become, at prefent, its feebleft refource. You, my
brethren, are yourfelvesa melancholy proof of this truth.

Never were inftruftions more frequent than in our days,

and never were converfions fo rare.

It
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It is of importance, therefore to explain the caufes of

fo common and fo deplorable an abufei^ now, the firft is

undoubtedly in the want of thole difpofitions which ought

to accompany you to this holy place, in order to liften to

the word of falvation. And furely, if St Paul formerly

commanded all believers to purify themfelves before com-

ing to eat the bread oi life : if he declared to them, that

not to diftinguilh it from ordinary food was to render

themfelves guilty of the body of the Lord, we have no

lefs reafon to tell you that you ought to prove your-

felves and to prepare your foul before you come to partici-

pate in that fpiritual food which we break for the people ;

and that not to diftinguifh it from the word of men, in

your manner of liftening to it, is to render yourfelves

guilty even of the word of Jefus Chrift.

The firft difpofition required of you by the fanftity of

this word, when you come to hear it, is a fincere defire

that it may be ufeful to you. Before coming to our tem-

ples, you ought privately, in your own houfe, to addrefs

yourfelf to the Father of Light, to entreat him to beftow

upon you that ear of the heart which alone makes his voice

to be heard ; to give to his word that efficacy, that inward

unftion, thofe attrapions fo powerful and fo fuccefstul in

the converfion of finners, that he may overcome that in-

fenfibility which you have oppofed to all the truths hither-

to heard ; that he fix thofe momentary feelings which you

have fo often experienced while liftening to us, but which

have never been productive of any conlequences towards

your falvation ; that to us he give that zeal, that wifdom,

that dignity, that tulnefs of his fpirit, thofe piercing lights,

that divine vehemence which carries conviftion to the

heart, and which never fpeaks in vain ; that he form in

our hearts the ..relifh of thofe truths which he putteth in

our
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our mouths ; that he render us infenfible to your praifes,

or to your cenfures, in order that we may be more ufeful

to your wants ; that the ardent defire to accomplifti your

falvation, fully compenfate the want oi thofe talents deni-

ed to us by nature ; and that we honour our ininiftry, not

by feeking to pleafe, but to fave you.

And furely, if the Ifraelites, before approaching mount

Sinai, to hear the words of the law which the angel was to

announce to them, were obliged, by the order of the Lord,

to purity themfelves, to waft their garments, and even to

abftain from the holy duties ot marriage, in order to pre-

pare themfelves ior that grand operation, and to carry no-

thing to the foot of the mountain unworthy ot the fan£lity

of the law they went to hear ; is it not, fays a holy father,

much more reafonable, when vou come to hear the words

of A more huly law, that you bring there at leaft thofe

precautions of taith, ot piety, of external refpeft, which

nidik in you a fincere defire of conforming your manners

to thofe maxims which we are to announce to you ? What,

tRy brethren ! are the precepts of Jefus Chrift, the words

of eternal life, to be liftened to with lefs precaution than

the ordinances of a figurative law ? Is it becaufc they are

no longer announced to you by an angel from heaven ?

But are not we, equally ai he, the inftruments of God to

promulgate his word, and, like him, do we not fpeak in

his place ? Did the angel upon the mountain bear more the

mark of divinity than we bear of him ? He wrote the

Jaw upon tables of ilone ; the grace of our miniftry en-

graves it on hearts. He promifed milk and honey; and

we announce real and everlafting riches. The thunders of

heaven, which accompanied his menaces againft the tranf-

greffors of the law, overthrew the people flruck with ter-

ror at the foot of the mountain : but what were thefc

threaten ings
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threatenings and temporal malediftions, their cities de-

moliflied, their' wives and children led into captivity, when

compared to that eternal mifery which we are inftrufted

continually to ioretel to the violators of the law of God ?

Separate what we are frorh the miniftry which we fill, and

what is there here, either Jefs awful or lefs refpeftable, than

upon mount Sinai ?

And, neverthelefs, what preparations accompany you to

an a£lion fo holy and fo worthy of refpeft ? A vain curiofi-

ty which you wifh to gratify ; an irkfome leifure which

you are well pleafed to have amufed ; a religious fpeftacle,

the pleafure of which you wifli to fhare ; a cuftom which

you follow, becaufe the world hath adopted it ? What do

I know ? The pleafure, perhaps of pleafing a mafter, by

imitating his refpeél for the word of the gofpel, and, far

more, in order to attraft his regards than thofe of divine

mercy ? Once more, what do I know ? Perhaps views ftill

more criminal, and of which we cannot fpeak without de-

grading the dignity of our miniftry. No motive of falva-

tion leads 5'ou here ; no view of faith prepares you, no

fentiment of piety accompanies you to this place ; in a

word, your coming to liften to the holy word is no work

of religion.

Firft caufe of the inutility of our miniftry. For how

is it pofTible that a proceeding altogether profane fend a

difpofition to grace ? And that in this multitude of believers,

aflembled in this holy place, the goodnefs of God diftin-

guifh you from among the crowd, to open your heart to

the word of life ; you who have brought hither only thofe

difpofitions which are moft calculated to keep at a diftance

that mercy ? My brethren, as religion hath nothing grander,

in one fenfe, than the charge of the do6lrine and of truth,

lo
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fo piety likewile knows nothing To important, and which

requires more religious precautions, than a^ proper attention

to, and the being well inllrufled in tiiem..

[ '-. r::;/; ::;-,:•:

The fécond difpofition which ought to accompany you

to this holy place, is, a difpofition of grief and fhame,

founded on the little fruit. you have hitherto reaped from fo

many truths, already heard;. You ought to refle6l upon all

thofe feelings of compun8:ion, .which the Lord, through

the miniftry of the word, 'hath operated in your hearts, yet,

which have never been attended with any fuccefs towards

your falvation ; fo many pious refolutions, infpired in this

place, which feemed to prOmife.a change of life, yet which

have all vanifhed on the firft, temptation. For what in this,

ought moll to alarm you, is, that all thofe truths which

have made only fuch momentary impreffions on you, are

fo many witneffes, who (hall one day depofe againft you

before the tribunal of Jefus Chrift : in proportion to the

limes that the word of the gofpe/hath failed to touch you

even to repentance, fo many times hath it rendered you

more unworthy ot obtaining the grace of repentance. Faith,

on this,,paint, admits oi, np'medium ; and if you depart

unchanged, you depart, in fome refpefl more culpable than

before, becaufe, to ail your other cfimes,,,you have added

that of' contempt of the holy word. ',-,' '

r;

ve-/; zif\i wy
Behold the refleftions which ought to occupy your faith;

and when you enter the aflembly of believers, you ought,

while trembling over the part, to demand it yourfelf : Am
I going to hear a word which fhall judge me, or truths which

fliall deliver me ? Am I going to offer up to the compafJion

of God a docile and willing heart, or to his juffipe frefh

motives of condemnation againft myfelf ? It is now fo long

fince truths have been announced to me, the forceof which

my
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my utmoft deference to the paflions, cannot weaken in my
mind, for, in Ipite of myfelf they make me inwardly ac-

knowledge the error of my ways
;

yet, have I taken a fimlè

flep towards quitting them ? I have fo long been warned,

that the body of a Chriftian is the temple of 'God ; ha\«e 1,

in confequence, become more temporale and chaft- ? I

have fo long heard it faid, that, •' if thine eye be evl,

pluck it out, and call it far from thee ;" have I attained

ftrength for fuch reparations, which I know to be fo indif-

penfable towards my falvation ? I have fo long been told,

that to defer, as I have done, from day to day, my peni-

tence, is to be determined to die in fin ; do I, even now,

find myfelf more difpofed to quit jny deplorable fituation,

and with a willing heart to begin the work of my falva-

lion ?

Great God ! Ceafe not to give me a heart fufceptible to

truths, which always jifFeft, but never change me ; and

punifh not the abufe which I make of thy word, by

depriving it, with regard lo me, of that efficacy which

thou ftill permittefl it to have, in order to recal me from

my errors to penitence ! Artd, my brethren, how'many be-

lievers who liften to me, formerly feeling to thofe truths

which we announce, no longer offer to them now, but a

tranquil, and an harderie<i heart ? They neglefted thofe

happy times, when grace was yet willing to open this way

of converfion ; and ever fince fo continued and fo fatal a

negligence, they liflen to us with indifference, and the

mod terrible truths in our mouths, are no longer in their

ears, but founding brafs» and a tinkling cymbal.

Now, I afk your own hearts, my brethren, if this feeling

of forrow, for the little advantage you have hitherto reaped

from fo many inftruftions, is even known to you ? Doth

that
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that outward pomp, with which you come here, worldly

women announce that difpofition ? Do not the fame inde-

cent and vain cares, which fit you for profane fpe6tacles,

accompany you to our inftruftions, where the world is

condemned ? Do you make the fmallefl difference there in

your appearance ? And doth it not feem, cither that we
are to announce the foolifh maxims of the theatres, or

that you come for the fole purpofe of infulting, by an

indecent carriage, even in the eyes of the world, the holy

maxims of the gofpel Î

But what do I fay, my dear hearer ? Far from reproach-

ing to yourfelves fo many truths, heard hitherto without

fruit, alas! you are perhaps delighted at your infenfibijity;

you perhaps pride yourfelves and indulge a deplorable vani-

ty, in liftening to us with indifference
;
you perhaps con-

fider it as giving you an air of confequence, and as a proof

of fuperiority of mind, that what others are affe61:ed by,

fhould leave you tranquil and calm
;
you perhaps make a

vain boall oi your infenfibility. It feems, that in you it

would be a weaknefs to be affefted by truths, which for-

merly triumphed over philofophers, and Casfars ; by truths,

evidently come down from heaven, and which bear with

them fuch divine marks of fublimily and wifdom ; by

truths, which do fuch honour to man, and alone worthy

of reafon ; by truths, fo foothing and confolatory to the

heart, and alone calculated to beflow internal tranquillity

and peace. Lajily, By truths, which propofe to us fuch

grand interefts, and toward? which we can never be indif-

ferent, without folly and madnefs. You vaunt the little

fuccefs of our zeal, and that all our difcourfes leave you

exaftly as they found you ; and in declaring this, you

think you are doing honour to your reafon. I do not fay

to you, that you make a boafl of being in that depth of

Vol. I. L 3 the
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the abyfs, and in that Hate of reprobation which is now af-

moft beyond rcfource, and which is worthy both of horror

and pity ; but I fay^to you, that the fureftand moft eftab-

lifhed mark of a light and frivolous mind, of a weak and

limited reafon, of an ill-formed heart, equally incapable

of elevation and dignity, i& that of finding nothing which

Urikes, which aflonifhes, which fatisfies, and which in-

terefts you, in the wife and fublime truths of the morality

of Jefus Chrift.

For the finners of another charafler ftill preferve at Icaft

fome rerhains of refpeél for, and a certain confcioufnefs

of the truth which f'ubfills with a life altogether criminal,

but which is always the mark of' a good heart, of a heart

which (till retains a relilh for good, of a judicious reafon,

which, though led away by the world and the paflTions,

knows to do juflice to itfelf, ffill feels the force of that

truth which condemns it, and leaves within us refources

of falvation and repentance. Thcfe finners, at leaft, ac-

knowledge that we arc right ; they change nothing, it is

true, of their manners ; but the truth, atleaff, afFefts, dif-

turbs, agitates, and excites within them fome feeble defires of

falvation, and hopes of a future converfion ; they are forry

to find themfelves even too fufceptible of the terrors of

faith ; they are afmoft afraid of liftening to us, left thej

lofe that falfe tranquillity, which is the only comfort of

their crimes ; on quitting our inftru6i:ions, they feek, in

difTipation, to enliven a fund of anxiety and fadnefs, which

the truths they come from hearing have left in their

foul ; they immediately hurry into the world and its plea-

fures, with that inward ffing which the word of God hath

left in their heart, thereto feek out a foothing and deceitful

hand which may draw it out, and which may clofe up that

wound from which alone its cure ought to flow ; they

dread
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dread the breaking of their chains ; they turn away their

head that they may not fee that light which comes to dillurb

the comfort of their fleep. They love their partions, I

conf'efs, but, at leaft, they infult not the truth ; on the

contrary they render glory to his might, by erefting de-

fences agsinft it ; they are feeble finncrs, who, dreading

their incapability of defence againft God, fly from and

|hun him. But for you, you make a vain-glorious boaft

of liflening to him with indifference, and not dreading

him ;
you find it grand and philofophical to have placed

yourfelves above all thefe vulgar terrors
;
you believe that

the pride of your reafon would be dilhonoured by any re-

ligious dread ; and while you are internally the meaneft

and the mod cowardly foul, the raoft dejefted by the firfl

danger which threatens you, the moll difheartened by the

fraallefl accident, the very fliuttle-cock of every trivolouç

hope and fear of the earth, you pique yourfelf upon an

undaunted courage againft the truth ; that is to fay, that

you are poffeffed of every thing which is mean and vulgar

in fear, and you are afliamed of having that only portion

of it which is dignified and reafonable
;
you have no re-

fiflance to offer againft the world, and you make a vain

parade of a fenfelefs valour againft God.

Second difpofition which ought to accompany you to

our inftruftions, a forrow for the little fruit you have

hitherto reaped from them. The laû difpofition is a grate-

ful feeling for that mean of falvation ftill provided for you

by God, in preferving the facred truft of the truth, and in

continuing amid you the fucceffion of thofe minifters,

alone authorifed to announce to you the holy word.

In effeft, the raoft terrible chaftifement with which God

formerly ftruck the iniquities of his people, was that of

rendering
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rendering his word rare and precious among them. As he

faith through his prophet Amos, *' And they fhall wander

*' from fea to fea, and from the eaft even to the wefl,

•• they fhall run to and fro to feek the word of the Lord,

•• and fhall not find it." And not only he ceafed to raife up

true prophets in Ifrael, but he likewife permitted falfe

teachers to fpring up among his people, who turned

the tribes away from his worfhip, and preached gods to them

which their fathers had never known.

Now, my brethren, it is a fignal mercy oî God, that

notwithflanding the iniquities which feem to have attained

to their utmofl height among you, he flill raifeth up to you

prophets and paftors, who hold out a found and faultlefs

word. It is a moff fmgular proteftion of the Lord, that

error hath not been permitted to prevail over truth among

vs. And what have you done to merit the being thus dif-

tinguifhed from fo many other nations ? Why is it that

you are not involved in the fame condemnation ? Why
have you dwelt in the happy land of Gofhen, alone fhone

upon by the lights of heaven, while all the refl of Egypt

was inveloped in darknefs ? Is it not the fole mercy of

God who hath marked you out from among fo many na-

tions which applaud themfelves in their error ? You are

flill under the care of your paflors ; you flill receive from

their mouths the doftrine of the apoflles ; truth flill flows

upon you in a pure and divine flream ; Chriflian pulpits

Jlill refound in every part with the maxims of faith and of

piety ; and, by preferving to you the doftrine and the blef-

fings of inflru£lion, the goodnefs of God flill provides for

you a tboufand means of falvation.

Neverthelefs, when you come to liflen to us, do you

bring a heart filled with gratitude ? Do you confidcr as a

fignal
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fignal blefTing of God, the charge of the truth and of the

holy word, which he hath preferved, and permitteth ftiU

to be announced to you ? Do you ever fay with the pro-

phet, '* He hath not dealt fo with any nation ; and as for

" his judgments, they have not known them ?"

Alas ! you bring here only vanity and an irreligious dif-

guft ; the mofl wearifome ot your moments are thofe

which you employ in liflening to truths which ought to

compofe the whole confolation of your life. We are even

obliged to refpeft your langours and difgufts, by often

mingling human ornaments with the truth, which is thereby

weakened ; it would indeed appear that we come here to

fpeak to you for ourfelves ; and you give the fame atten-

tion to us as you do to troubleforae mendicants who are

foliciting your favour. You have no regret for moments

occupied by the frivolous pleafures of a profane fpeftacle ;

there alone it is that every thought of bufinefs, of fortune,

and of family is rejefted as an intrufion, and that, all elfe

forgotten, the mind, formed tor more ferions matters, feafts

with avidity on chimerical adventures ; it is from thence

that you always come out occupied and delighted with the

lafcivious maxims promulgated by a criminal theatre. You
dwell with tranfport on thofe parts which have made the

moft dangerous impreflions upon the heart
; you come fill-

ed with their remembrance even to the foot of the altar.

Thefe images, fo fatal to innocence, can no longer be ef-

faced ; while, on quitting the word, the only portion re-

tained by your memory is perhaps the defefls of him who

hath announced it to you.

My brethren, God no longer punifheth in a grievous

manner the contempt of his word. He, no doubt, might

ftill tranfport hisgofpel amidfl thofe barbarous nations who

have
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have never heard his name, and abandon anew his heritage :

He might draw from out of their deferts ferocious and in-

fidel nations, and deHver up to them our temples and our

habitations, as he formerly delivered up ihofe churches fo

celebrated, which the Turtulliens, the Cyperians, the Au-

gultins, had illuftrated, and where now not a trace ot Chrif-

tianity remains but in the infults which Jefus Chrift there

receives, and in the fhackles \vith which believers are there

loaded : He might do it ; but he avengeth himfeU more

fecretly, and perhaps more terribly. He leaveth to you

ilill the fpe6lacle and all the outward ceremony of the preach-

ing of the gofpel, but he turneth the whole fruit of it upon

the fimpleand ignorant inhabitants of the country ; the ter-

rors of faith are no longer but for them. He no longed

withdraweth his prophets from cities ; but he taketh away

from them, if I may venture to fay lo, the power and the

influence of their miniftry ; he llriketh thefe holy clouds

with drynefs and unfruittulnefs ; he raifeth up to you fucb

as render truth flowry and beautiful, but who do not ren-

der it amiable ; who pleafe, but who do not convert you ;

he permitteth the holy terrors oi his do6lrine to be weaken-

ed in our mouths : he no longer draweth forth from the

treafures of his mercy, grand charafters like thofe raifed

up in the ages ot pur forefathers, who renewed cities and

kingdoms, who led the great and the people, and who chan-

ged the palaces of kings into houfes of penitence : he per-

mitteth that we, weak men, fucceed to thefe apoftolic men.

What more fhall I add ? We affemble here, like Paul

formerly in Athens, idle and curious fpe£lators, whofe

only view is that of hearing Something new ; while thofe

who perform the funftions of their ininiflry, among your

yalTals, fee with confolations at their feet, like Efdras for-

merly, fimple Ifraelites, who are unable to retain their

tears
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tears, in hearing only the words of the law. We amufe

the leifure and the idlenefs of princes and the great of the

earth, while, in the country, holy minifters bring forth

Jefus Chrift, arid reap an abundant harvefl : in a word,

we preach and they convert. It is thus, O my God, that

in fccret thou exercifeftfevere and terrible judgments.

But, my brethren, why 'may not we fay here to you,

what Paul and Barnabas formerly faid to the unbelieving

Jews ? •" It was neceffary that the Word of God fhould firll

*• have been Ipoken to you ; but feeing ye put it from you,

*' and judge yourfelves unworthy of everlafting life, lo,

'• we turn to the gentiles." We fhall therefore turn to the

nations hitherto abandoned, towards thofe humble and poor

people buried in ignorance, who cultivate your lands, and

who will, with faith and gratitude, receive that grace which

you rejeft. Ah ! our labours would be much more avail-

ing, our yoke more ealy, our miniftry more confoled ; we

fhould not then, it is true, reckon among our hearers

names celebrated in hillory ; but we Would reckon the

names of thofe who are written in heaven : we fhould not

fee there alTembled'^ll thofe titles, and fplendid dignities,

which form the whole glory of the world which pafleth

away; but we would there fee taith, piety, and innocence,

which compole the whole glory of the Chriftian who eter-

nally endureth ; we fliould not hear there vain applaufes

given to the language of the man, and not to that ot faith ;

but v/e would behold thofe tears flowing M'hich are the

immortal praife of grace : our pulpits might not indeed

be furrounded with fo much pomp ; but our hearers would

be a fpeftacle worthy of angels, and of God.

Such are the difpofitions which ought to prepare you for

our inllruftions. It is neceffary now to inilru£l you on

the mind in which you ought to liflen to us.
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Part II. In order towards inflrufting you on the mind

in which you ought to liften to the holy word, it is requir-

ed only to eflablifh at firft what are its authority and its end.

Its authority, which is divine, demands a refpefttul and do-

cile mind ; its end, which is the converfion oi hearts, de-

mands a fpirit of faith, which fearches in it only fuch lights

as may enable it to quit its errors, and fuch remedies as

may cure its evils.

ijlly, I fay that its authority is divine. Yes, my bre-

thren, the word which we announce to you is not our

word, but the word oi him who fendeth us. From the

moment that we are eftablifhed by him in the holy miniftry,

through the way of a legitimate call, he willeth that you

confider us as fent by him, as fpeaking to you here on

his part, and as only lending our weak voice to his divine

words. We bear, it is true, that treafure in vefTels of

earth ; but it thereby lofes nothing ol its majefty. Like

thofe pitchers which Gideon formerly employed againft

the enemies ot the Lord, the found may be mean and con-

temptible ; but truth, that divine light which God hath

placed within us, is not, from theace, lefs defcended

from heaven, or deftined, like the lamps oi Gideon, Hill

to llrike with terror uniaithful fouls.

Now, you owe, in the firft place, to the authority of

this divine word, a pious docility and an attention to it,

rather in the light of difciplcsJ;han of judges. In effeft,

we expofe to you the rules oi worfhip and oi piety, the

decifions of the gofpel, the laws of the church, and the

maxims of the holy. We come not here to give you our

own opinions, our prejudices, our thoughts ; this is not a

pulpit of controverfy, it is the place of truth ; nothing

which can afford room for difputation ought even to find

place
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place in the pulpit of peace and of unity ; we fpeak here in

the name of the church, and are only tlie interpreters of

her faith and ot her doftrinc.

Neverthelefs, how many of thofe men, fo wife in their

own conceit, and who pique themfelves upon fagacity and

reafon, come here with a mind fet againft, and, as it were,

watciiiully upon guard againft all the terrors oi the holy

word ! They make not a boaft, like the fmners we have

lately mentioned, of being callous to all truth ; but they

look upon our rainiftry as an art ot exaggeration and hy-

perbole ; the moft holy emotions of zeal are only, in their

opinion, ftudied tricks of human artifice ; the moft awful

threatenings, only the fallies of a vain eloquence ; the

moft incontrovertible maxims, only difcourfes adapted ra-

ther to cuftom than to truth. Such, my brethren, is the

deplorable fituation in which the greateft part of you find

yourfelves here. You always inwardly oppofe to that truth

which we announce the maxims and the prejudices of the

world which contradift it
;
you are ingenious in weaken-

ing in your own breaft, by fpecious realons, the pretend-

ed excefs of ur maxims
;
you come here to combat, and

not to yield to the force, or to the light of truth : you

come here, it would feem, only in order to enter into

conteftation with God, to invalidate the eternal immutabi-

lity of his word, to undertake the interefts of error

againft the glory of truth, and to be the inward apologifts

of the world and of the paffions, even in that holy place

deftined to condemn and to combat them. Ah ! fuffer

that truth, at leaft, to triumph in its own temple; difpute

not with it that feeble vièfory, it which has tormcrly tri-

umphed over the whole univerfe ; opprefs it, and welcome,

amidft the world, and in thofe aftemblies of vanity which

error collefts, and where error is enthroned, Is it not

V(?L, 1, M 3 enough.
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enough that you have banifhed it from the world, and that

it dare no longer Ihew itfeli without being expofed to de-

rifions and cenfures ? Leave to us, at leaft, the melancholy

confolation of daring flill to publifh it in the face of thofe

altars which it hath raifed up, and which ought fureiy to

ferve it, at leaft, as a place of refuge.

You accufe us of exaggeration. Great God ! And
thou one day wilt perhaps judge us for weakening the force

and the influence of thy word, in confequence of not

giving fufficient confideration to it at the feet of the altars !

And thou wilt one day perhaps reproach us for having ac-

commodated the holy feverity of thy gofpel to the indul-

gences and foftenings of our age ! And thou wilt perhaps

range us one day among the workers of iniquity, becaufe

the lukewarmnefs and negligence of our manners have

taken from the word which we announce that terror and

that divine vehemence which can only • be found in a

mouth confecrated by piety and by penitence !

How, my brethren ! The truths of falvation, fuch as

Jefus Chrift has fet forth to us, would be incapable of

alarming confciences, were the mind of man not to add

extraneous terrors to them ! Paul formerly exaggerated

then, when the Roman governor, in fpite of the pride of

a falfe wifdom, and all the prejudices of an idolatrous

worfhip, trembled, fays St. Luke, while hearing him

fpeak of righteoufnefs, of temperance, and of the awful

fpeftacle of a judgment to come ? Paul then exaggerated,

when the inhabitants of cities came ftriking their breafls,

melting in tears at his feet, and bringing into the middle

of the public places the lafcivious or impious books, and

all the other inftruments of their pafTions, in order to make

a facrifice of them to the Lord ?

. You
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You accufe us of adding additional terrors to the words

of the gofpel ; but where are the confciencé^ which we
difturb ? Where are the finners whom we alarm ? Where
are the worldly fouls, who, feized with dread on their de-

parture from our dilcourfes, go to conceal themfelves in

the deepeft folitudes, and, by holy excefTes of penitence,

to expiate the diflblutenefs of their paft manners ? The
ages which have preceded us have often feen fuch exam-

ples. Do we ever witnefs fuch inflances now ? Ah !

Would to God, faid formerly an holy father, that you

could convift me of having infpired a Angle foul with thefe

falutary terrors ! Would to God, faid he to fome worldly

fages of his time, who accufed him of exaggerating the

dangers and the corruption of the world, that a fingle in-

flance might fupport your affertion ! And I may fay to

you here, with even, more reafon than that grand charafter,

would to God that the confequences of fo bleffed an in-

difcretion could be fhewn to me ! Would to God that you

had examples with which to reproach us, in juftification

of your cenfures ! Ah ! We with pleafure would fuffer

the blame, could but the fuccefs be fhewn to us with which,

we are reproached !

Alas ! We manage only too much, perhaps, your weak-

nefs ; we refpefl, perhaps too much, cuftoms which a

long ufage has confecrated, in the fear of appearing to cen-

fure the grand examples by which they are authorifed ; we

dare fcarcely fpeak of certain irregularities, left our cen-

fures fhould appear to fall rather on the perfons than on

the vices ; we are obliged to content ourfelves with fhew-

ing truths to you from afar, which we ought to place im-

mediately under your eye, and even your falvation fre-

quently fufFers through the excefs of our precautions and

our timid prudence. What fliall 1 fay ? Weaknefs often

extorts
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extorts from us praifes, where zeal ought to place anathe-

mas and ceiifures ; like the world, we allow ourfelvesto be

dazzled by names and titles ; that which formerly encou-

raged the Ambrofes intimidatesiis ; and, becaufe we owe
you refpcft, we often keep back from you that truth

which we ought flill more to refpeft
;

yet, after all this,

you accufe us of exaggerating, of overftraining truths,

and of fafhioning from them phantoms oi our own brain,

in order to alarm thofe who liften to us.

But, what advantage could we draw from an artifice fo

tmworfhy of that truth confided to us ? Thefe overflrained

and puerile declaffiations might fuit the venal eloquence

of thofeSophifts who, amid the Grecian fchools, anxioufly

fought to attrafl difciples to themfelves, by vaunting the

tvifdom of their fe£l. But for Us, my brethren, ah Î ouf

wifh Ihould be to have it in our power to render your

path more eafy, far from throwing frefii obftacles in the

ivay. Wherefore fhould we difhearten you in the enter-

prife of falvation, by ftarting up chimerical difficulties ? It

is our duty to fmooth fuch as may a61:ually be found in it,

and to tender you an afhftinghand, in order to fullain your

weaknefs.

Meditate, my brethren, upon the law of Jefus Chrift ;

what do I fay ? Only open ihe gofpel and read ; then fhall

you find that we draw a veil of difcretion over the feverity

of its maxims; then, far from complainingot ourexceffes^

you will yourfelves fupply the deficiencies of our filence

and of our foftenings, and will fay to yourfelves what we

dread to fay, becaufe you tould never bear it. Great

God ! To bear his crofs every day, to defpife the world

and all it contains, to live as a ftranger upon the earth, to

attach himfelf to thee alone, to renounce all which flatters

the
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the fenfes, inceflantly to renounce himfelf, to confider as

happy thofe who weep or who are affli6led, behold the fub-

ftance ot thy holy law, and which every Chriftian under-

takes. O what can the human mind add to the rigour o€

this do6lrine ! What could we announce to you more me-

lancholy or more formidable to felf-love ? Confequently,

your reproaches are merely a vain language ot the world»

and one of thofe falhions of fpeaking which no one ex-

amines, and each adopts ; your confcience inwardly belies

it ; and when you fpeak candidly, you confefs that we are

in the right, and that the goTpel is a preacher much more

fevere and more fearful for the world, and for thofe who

Jove it, than it could be poflible for us ever to be.

Firfl duty which the authority of the holy word exa£l3

of you^ viz. a docile fpirit.

Secondly, you owe to the authority of this holy word a

fpirit of fincerity, and inward application of it to yourfelf ;

that is to fay, to be a rigorous examinator here of your

own confcience ; to have inceflantly before your eyes, on

one fide, the ftate of your foul, and, on the other, the

truths which we announce; to meafure yourfelf according

to that rule ; to fearch into yourfelf by that light ; to judge

yourfelf by that law; to liften to, as if addreifed to you

alone, the holy maxims announced to the multitude ; to

confider yourfelf as alone here before Jefus Chrift, who

fpeaks to you alone through our mouth, and who lends us

here perhaps for you alone. For, my brethren, no one here

takes to himfelf that truth which attacks and condemns him ;

no one thinks himfelf an interefled perfonage ; it would

feem that we form at pleafure to ourfelves phantoms of the

brain, for the purpofeol combatingthem, and that the reality

of thatfinner whom we attack is no wherein «KJilence. The
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lewd and diflblute perfon rccognifes not himfelf in themoft

animated and moft ftriking traits of his paflion. The man,

loaded with ill-acquired wealth, and perhaps with the blood

and fpoils of the people, joins with us in deprecating that

very iniquity in others, and fees not that he judges himfelf:

The courtier, confumed with ambition, and who facrifices

confcience and integrity every day to that idol, frankly ad-

mits of the meannefs of that paflion in his equals, and looks

upon it as a virtue, and as a deep experience of the court

in himfelf. Every one continually views himfelf by cer-

tain favourable fides, which effe£lually hinder him from

ever knowing himfelf fuch as he is. In vain do we mark

you, as I may fay, in the mofl pointed manner ; you al-

ways inwardly find out fome foftened traits, which alter the

refemblance. You whifper to yourfelf, I am not this man.

And while the public makes application of fuch ftriking

truths to us, we alone either fucceed in being convinced

that they are not drawn for us, or we only find out in them

the defefts of our brethren ; in our own exafteft portraits,

we fearch out foreign likeneffes ; we are ingenious in turn-

ing the blow upon others, which truth had given to us

alone; the malignity of the application is the only fruit

which we reap from that pifture of our vices made from

the pulpit, and we rafldy judge our brethren where we
ought to have judged only ourfelves. And thus it is, O
my God ! that men become corrupted, mifapply every

thing, and that even the light of truth feais up their eyes

upon their own errors, and opens them only to fee in

others either what is not, or what it ought to have kept

entirely hid from them !

Such are the duties, which the authority of the holy

word exafts of you : let us now proceed to thofe attached

to its end. Its end, my brethren, you know, is the con-

verfion



THE WORD OF GOD. 479

verfion of hearts, the eftablifhment of truth, the deflruc-

tion of error and of fin, and the fanftificationof the name of

Jefus Chrift ; all there is grand, elevated, important, and wor-

thy of the mod fublime funftion of the hierarchy ; and con-

fequently, it is from thence to be inferred, that you ought to

liftento us with a refpeftful and religious fpirit, which def-

pifesnot the fimplicity of our difcourfes, and with a fpirit,

oi faith, which feeks nothing human in it, nothing frivo-

lous, nothing which does not correfpond with the excel-

lency and the dignity of its ^end.

I fay a fpirit of religious refpeft, which defpifes not the

fimplicity of our difcourfes ; for however enlightened you

may in other refpefts be, you ought not in confequence of

your pretended lights, to claim a title to negleO: the inftruc-

tions of the church to believers. The unélion of the fpirit

will always inform you of fomething here, of which you

would perhaps have remained ignorant. If pofTeffed of

that knowledge which is the caufe of pride, you will be

ftrengthened in that charity which edifies. If your mind

acquire nothing new, your heart fhall perhaps be made to

feel new things
;
you will there at lead learn that your

knowledge is nothing, it you be ignorant of the fcience of

falvation ; that you are but a cloud without moiflure, ele-

vated, it is true, above other men, by your talents, and by

the (uperiority of your knowledge, but empty of grace,

and the fport of every wind and of every paflion in, the

fight of God ; and, lajily^ That a fimple and pure foul,

fhall, in an inftant, be taught the whole in the bofom of

God, and fhall be transformed from light to light ; while,

on the contrary, that you, after an entire life of watchings

and ardent fludy, and the attainment of an ufejefs mafs of

knowledge and lights, fhall perhaps reap for your portion,

pnly eternal darknefs.

W^hat
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What amiftake, my brethren, to banifh yourfelves frors

thefe holy aflemblies, under pretence, that you already

know enough, and likewife that you are already fufficiently

verfed in all the duties oi piety, which you have long pro-

fefTed ; and that Chriftian reading, and a linall degree of

rcfleftion in private, go a greater way, and are attended

with more benefit, than all our difcourfes! But, my dear,

hearer, if you profefs piety and righteoufnefs, what fweeter

confolation can you enjoy, than that of hearing the won-

ders oi the Lord publifhed, the ordinances of his holy law,

truths which you love and praftife, and of which you ought

to wifli the knowledge to be given to all men ? What Tight

more foothing and confoling to you, than that oi your

brethren aflembled here at the foot of the altar, attentive

to the words of life, abfent from the fpeftacles of the world,

and removed from the occafions of fin, forming ho ly de-

fires, opening their hearts to the voice of God, perhaps

conceiving the prémices of the holy fpirit, and the com-

mencement of their penitence, and to be enabled to join

yourfelf with them, in order to obtain from the father of

mercies, the completion in their foul of the work of falva*

tion, which he hath begun to operate within them ?

Not but that the moft confolatory refources are furnifhed

to Chriftian piety, by the meditation of tiie divine writings.

But the Lord hath attached graces to the power of our mi-

niftry, and to the legitimate calling, which you will not find

elfewhere. The moft fimple truias in the mouth of the

paftors, or oi thofe who fpeak to you in iheir place, draw

an efficacy from the grace of their miflion, which is not

inherent to them ; the fame book of Ifaiah, which, when

read from a chariot by that officer of the queen of Ethio-

pia, was to her, as a book fealed up, and only amufed her

Icifure without enlightening her faith, explained by Philip,

inftantly
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1

inftantly became to. her a word of life, and of falvation.

Arid, lajily. You owe that example to your brethren,

that edification to the church, that refpea to the word of

Jefus Chrift, that unitormity to thefpirit of peace and of

unity, which binds :us together. O banifli yourfelves, and

fo much the better, from thofe profane and criminal afrèm-

blies, where piety, alas ! is always a ftranger, fuffering,

and cohftrained ; but here is its place, and its home;. this

is the affembly of the holy, feeing it is only towards their

formation, that our miniftry hath been eftabliftied, and Hill

continues to endure in the church. :mm 3:

ioliiiit^n;'

I have faid, in the fécond place, a' fpirit of faith; and,

in this difpofition, two others are comprifçd : a love of

the holy word, independent of the talents of the man whp

announces it to you; a tafte, formed by religion which

comes not here in fearch of vain ornaments, but oi tb^

folid truths of falvation ; that is to fay, to liften toit, ijiei-

ther with a fpirit of cenfure, nor with a fpirit of curiofity.

And, in effeft, your love of the word of Jefus Ghrid

Ought to render you blind, as I may fa^t, to the defeas of

thofe who announce it to you ; in a moutli even rude and.

unpolilhed, you ought to find it lovely, divine, and wor-

thy of all your homage ; in whatever Ihape it be prefent-

cd to you, decked with pompous ornaments, or fimple

and negleaed, provided that its celeftial traits are ftill to be

recognifed, it preferves the fame rights over your heart.;

And indeed, is any pottion oi its fanaity loft by palfing

through lefs brilliant, and lefs copious channels ? Did the

holy word of the Lord lofe any thing of its dignity, whe-

ther he formerly gave it out, from a bufli, mean and defpi-:

cable to the fight, or from a cloud of glory ;
whether he gave

Vol. I. N 3
out
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out his oracles in the midfl; of the defert, and in a tabernacle

covered with the fkins oi animals, or in the temple of Solo»

mon, the mod magnificent which hath ever been raifcd up

to the glory of his name ? And did the faith of Ifrael make any

diftinftion, when it was the fame Lord who every ^vhere

fpake ?

Neverthelefs, how few among all thofe who liflen to us,

who do not conftitute themfelves judges and cenfurers of

the holy word ! They come here merely for the purpofe of

deciding on the merit of thofe who announce it, of draw^

ing foolifh comparifons, of pronouncing on the difference

of the lights and of the inflruftions ; they thin4c it an ho-

nour the being difficult to pleafe ; they pafs without. attjen*

lion over the moft flriking truths, and which might be of

the moft effential benefit to all ; and the only fruit reaped

Mby them from a Chriftian difcourfe, is confined to the mi^

ferable pride of fiaving, better than any other, remarked it*

defefts. This is fo truly the cafe, that we may with jullic^

apply to the greateft part of our hearers what Jofeph, be«

come the preferver of Egypt, faid, through pure artifice,

to his brethren : It is not to feek food that you are come

here ; it is as fpies, to fee the nakednefs of the land. It is

not to nourifh yourfelves with the bread of the vord, oj to

feek affiftance and efficacious remedies for your evils, that

you come to liften to us ; it is in order to find out çaufe

for applying fome vain cenfures, and to Ihew your {kill in

remarking our defe£ls ; which defers are perhaps a terri-

ble puniihment upon you ot the Lord, who, in confe-

quence of your crimes, refufeth more accompliflied la-

bourers in his vineyard, who would have been enabled to

rccai you to repentance.

But
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But Candidly, my brethren, however Weak our language

may be, do we not always fay enough to overthrow you,

to diflipate your errors, and to make you inwardly confefs

irregularities which you are unable to juftify to yourfelves ?

Are fuch fublime talents required to tell you that fornica-

tors, extortioners, and men without mercy, fhall never en-

ter the kingdom of God; that unlefs you become penitent

you Ihall perifti ; and that it matters little to become maf-

ler of the whole world, if you thereby lofe your foul ? Is

it not, in faft, that very Cmplicity which conftitutes the

whole force, and gives fuch energy to thefe divine truths ?

And ought they to be lefs alarming to the criminal foul,

though in the m©uth of the moil obfcure individual of the

miaiftry ?

And befides, granting that it were here permitted us to

recommend ourfelves, as the apoflle formerly faid to un-

grateful believers, more attentive to cenfure the fimplicity

of his appearance and of his language, and, as he fays him-

felf, his contemptible figure in the eyes of men, than

touched with the endlels fatigues and dangers which he

had lurmounted, in order to announce to them the gof-

pel, and to convert them to truth ; were it permitted, we

might fay to you, my brethren, we fultain, folely on your

account, the whole weight of a painful and laborious mi-

ni (try ; our cares, our watchings, our prayers, the endlefs

toilings which qualify us for, and accompany us in thefe

Chriftian pulpits, have no other objeft but that of your

-falvation. O do not our pains entitle us at leaft to your

refpeft and gratitude ? Is it pofTible that that zeal which fuf-

fers all, in order to fecure your falvation, can ever be-

come the melancholy iubjeft of your derifions and cen-

fures ?
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fures ? Demand of God, good and well, that; for the glory
of the church and for the honour of his gofpel, he raife up
to his people labourers powerful in fpeech, of thofe men
whom the folc unâïon of the fpirit of God renders ner-
vous and eloquent, and who announce the gofpel in a
manner worthy of its elevation and fanaity. But like

wife demand, that, when we happen therein to fail, your
faith may fupply the deficiencies of our dilcourfes ; that

your piety may render to truth, in your own hearts, that
which it lofes in our mouths ; and that, through your un-
righteous diflaftes, you force not the miniflers of the gof-
pel to have recourfe, in order to pleafe you, to the vain
artifices and colouring of an human eloquence, to fhine
rather than to inftrua, and, like the Ifraelites formerly, to
go down to the Philiftines to fharpen their inftruments.
deftined folely to cultivate the earth ; I mean to fay, to
feck in profane learning, or in the language of an hoflile
world, foreign ornaments to embellifh the fimplicity of the
gofpel

; and to give to inftruments, and to talents deftined
to increafe, to multiply, and to flrengthcn the holy feed, a
vain brilliancy and a fubtlety which blunt its energy and
its virtue, and which fubllitute a falfe fplendor in the
place of truth and zeal.

And now, my brethren, behold the laft fault inimical to
that fpirit of faith

; it is a fpirit of curiofity. You do not
fuflSciently diftinguifli the holy gravity of our miniftry
from that vain and frivolous art which has nothing in view
but the arrangement of the difcourfe and the glory of elo-
quence

;
you affift at our difcourfes with the fame view as

Auguflin, ftill a finner, did in former times at thofe of
Ambrofe. It was not, fays that illuilrious penitent, in or-

der
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der to learn from the mouth of the man of God the fecrets

of eternal lite, which I had fo long fought, nor the defire

of finding in them remedies for the fhameful and inveterate

wounds of my foul, and which thou, O my God ! alone

art acquainted with ; it was in order to examine whether

his eloquence correfponded with his great reputation, and

if his difcourfes warranted the unbounded applaufes which

his hearers bellowed upon him. The truths which he an-

nounced interefted me not ; I was moved only by the beau-

ty and the charms of the difcourfe.

And fuch is flill, at prefent, the deplorable fituation of

far too many believers who liften to us ; who, like Auguf-

tin, loaded with crimes and lettered with the moil Ihameful

pallions, far from coming here to feek remedies for their

evils, come in fearch of vain ornaments, which amufe

without curing the afflifted, which are the means of our

pleafing the (inner, but have not influence towards making

the finner difpleafed with himfelf. They come here, it

.would appear, to fay to us what the inhabitants of Baby-

Ion formerly faid to the captive Ifraelites, " Sing us one of

" the fongs of Zion." They come in fearch oi harmony

and delight, in the ferious and important truths of the mo-

rality of Jefus Chrift ; in the fighs of the forrowful Zion,

captive in a llrange land ; and require of us that we flatter

the ear while publifhing the threatenings and the rigid max-

ims of the gofpel.

O you who now liften to me, and whom this difcourfe

regards, refleft fora moment, I entreat of you, upon your-

felves
;
your cafe is, as it were, defperate in the eyes ot

God ; your wounds, become virulent through their long-

ftanding
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jlanding, no longer leave almoft a hope of cure ; your evils

prefs, time is fliort ; God, wearied with having fo long

burne with you, is at laft on the point of ftriking and of

furprifing you : behold the eternal mifcries which we fore-

tell to fou, and which happen every day to your equals.

Vou are not far dillant form the fulfilment; we fhew you

the terrible fword of the Lord fufpended over your head,

and ready to fall upon you ; and far from fhuddering at

the afterpart of your deftiny, or taken any meafures to

avoid the impending blow, you childifhly amufe yourfelves

in examining whether it fhine and have a luflre ; and you

fearch, even in the terrors of the prediftion, for the pue-

rile beauties of a vain eloquence. Great God ! How def-

picable and worthy of derifion doth the finner appear

when we view him through thy light !

For, my brethren, are we then here upon a profane tri-

bunal, for the purpofe of courting with artificial words

the fufTrages of an idle afTembly, or in a Chriftian pulpit,

and in the place of Jefus Chrift, to inftruft, to reprove,

and to fanffify )'X)u in the name, and under the eyes of

him who fends us ? Is it here a difputc for worldly fame,

an idle exercife oi the faculties, or the moft holy and the

TOoft important miniftrv of faith ? O why do you come to

loiter away with our feeble talents, or to feek human qua-

lifications where God alone fpeaketh and afteth ? Are not

the humbled inllruments the moft fuitable to the mighti-

nefs of his grace ? Do not the walls of Jericho fall when

he pleafeth, at the found of the weakeft trumphets ? O
what matters it to us that we plcafe, if we do not change

you ? Of what confequence is it to us the being eloquent,

if you continue always finners ? What fruit can we reap

from
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from your applaufes ; if you reap none yourfelves from our

inftruftions ? Our only praife, our only glory is the eflab-

lifhment of the reign of God in your hearts
; your tears

alone, much rather than your applaufes, can prove our

eulogium ; and we covet no other crown than yourfelves,

and your eternal falvation.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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