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SERMON
PSALM xxxvii. 3*

Put thou thy truft in tke Lord.

WHOEVER
ferioufly fefl*a$

upon the (late and condition

of man, and looks upon that dark

fide of it, which reprefents his life as

open to fo many caufrs of trouble
j

when he fees, how often he eats the

bread of affliction, and that he is

born to it as naturally as the fparks

fly upwards , that no rank or de-

grees of men are exempted from

this law of our beings; but that

all, from tfhe high ctrd.ir of Lib>-

B 2 r.es
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r.us to the humble flirub upon the-

wall, are fhook in their turns by

numberleis calamities and diftref-

fes : when one fits down and looks

upon this gloomy fide of things, with

all the. forrowful changes and chances

which furround us, at firft fight,

would not one wondery how* the

Ipirit of a man could bear the in-

firmities of his nature, and what it

is that fupports him, as it does, under

the many evil accidents which he

meets with in his pafiage through

the valley of tears ? Without fome

certain aid within us to bear us up,

fo tender a frame as ours, would be

but ill fitted to encounter what gene-

rally befais in in this rugged jour-

ney : and accordingly \ve find,

that
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that we are fo curioufly wrought by

an all-wife hand, with a view to this,

that in the very competition and

texture of our nature, there is a

remedy and provifion left againii

moft of the evils we, fufFer ; we be-

ing fo ordered, that the principle

of felf-love given us for prefervation,

comes in here to our aid, by open-

ing a door of hope, and in the worft

emergencies, flattering us with a be-

lief that we fhall extricate ourfelves,

and live to fee better days.

This expectation, though in fact:

it no way alters the nature of the

crofs accidents to which we lay open,

or does at all pervert the courfe of

tthem., yet 'impoies upon .the fenfe
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of them, and like a fecret fpring in

a well-contrived machine, though it

cannot prevent, at leaft it- counter-

balances the prefiure, and fo bears

up this tottering, tender frame under

many a violent (hock and hard juft-

iing, which otherwife would unavoid-

ably overwhelm it. Without fuch

an inward refource, from an incli-

nation, which is natural to man, to

truft and hope for redrefs in the moil

deplorable conditions his ftate in

this life would be, of all creatures,

the moft rniferable. When his mind

was cither wrung with affliction, or

his body lay tortured with the gout

or ftone, did he think that in this

yorld there (hould be no refpite to

bis forrow; could he believe the

pains
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pains he endured would continue

equally intenfe, without remedy,

without intermi'Ifion ; with what de-

plorable lamentation would he lan^-

guim out his day, and how fweet,

as Job fays, would the clods of the

valley be to him ? But fo fad a per-

fuafion, whatever grounds there may

be fometimes for it, fcarce ever gets

full pofieffion of the mind of man,

which by nature ftruggles againfl

'defpair : fo that whatever part of us

'Buffers, the darkeft mind Lnftantly

u&ers in this relief to it, points out

to hope, encourages to build, though

on a fandy foundation, a/id raifes an

expectation in us, that things will

come to a fortunate iflue. And in-

it is femething furprifirg to

-B 4 confidef
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confider the ftrange force of this pai-

fjon ; what wonders it has wrought

'in fupporting men's fpirits in all

ages, and under fuch inextricable

difficulties, that they have fometimes

hoped, as the apoftle expreffes it,

even againft hope, againft all like-,

lihood
-,

-and have locked forwards

with comfort under misfortunes,

when there has been little or nothing

to favour fuch an expectation.

This Battering propenfity in us,

which I have here repreiented, as it

is built upon one of the moil deceit-

ful of human .pafflons, (that is)

[elf- love, v,,*;igh at all times inclines

us :o think better of ourfelves, and

conditions, than there is ground

for,;
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for ; how great foever the relief is,

which a man draws from it at prefent,

it too often difappoints in the end,

leaving him to go on his way forrow-

ing, mourning, as the prophet

fays, that his hope is loft. So that,

after all, in our feverer trials, we

flill find a neceflity of calling in

fomething to aid this principle, and

direct it fo, that it may not wander

with this uncertain expectation of

what may never be accomplimed,

but fix itfelf upon a proper object

-of truft and reliance, that is able to

fulfil our defires, to hear our cry,

and to help us. The paffion of hope,

without this, though in (traits a

man may fupport his fpirits for a

with a general expectation of

.better
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^better fortune , yet, like a Ihip tofTed

without a pilot upon a troublefome

fea, it may float upon the furface

.for a while, but is never, never

likely to be brought to the haven

where it would be. To accomplifh

this, neafon and religion are called

in at length, and join with nature

in exhorting us to hope; but to

hope in God, in whofe hands are the

iJTues of life and death, and with-

out whofe knowledge and permiflion

we know that not a hair of our heads

can fall to the ground. Strength-

ened with this anchor of hope, which

keeps us fledfaft, when the rains

-xkfcend, and the floods come upon

ois, however the forrows of a man

are multiplied., he bears up his head,

looks
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looks towards heaven with confi-

dence, waking for the falvation of

God : he thn builds upon a rock

againft which the gates of hell can-

not prevail, He may be troubled, it

is true, on every fide, but (hall not

be diftrefied, perplexed, yet not in

defpair : though he walks through

the valley of the fhadow of death,

even then he fears no evil
-,

this rod

and this ftaff comfort him.

The virtue of this had been fuffi-

ciently tried by David, and had^ no

doubt, been of ufe to him in the courfc

of a life full of afflictions , many of

which were fo great, that he de-

clares, that he mould verily have

fainted under the fenfe and appre-

7 henfioa
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henfion of them, but that he believed

to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the

land of the living. He believed !

how could he do otherwife ? He had

all the conviction that reafon and in-

fpiration could give him, that there

was a Being in whom every thing

concurred which could be the proper

object of truft and confidence
^

power to help, and goodnefs always

to incline him to do it. -He knew

this infinite Being, though his dwel-

ling was fo high that his glory was

above the heavens, yet humbled

himfelf to behold the things that are

done in heaven and earth : that he

was not an idle and diftant fpecftator

of what palled there, but that he was

;3 prefent help in time of trouble:

.that
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that he bowed the heavens and came

down to over-rule the courfe of

things ; delivering the poor, and him 1

that was in mifcry, from him that was

too ftrong for him ; 'lifting the fimple

out of his diftrefs, and guarding him
.

by his providence, fo that no man

mould do him wrong : that neither

the fun mould fmite him by day, nei-

ther the moon by night. Of this the-

Pfalmift had fuch evidence from his

obfervation on the life of others, with-

the ftrongeft conviction, at the fame

time, which a long life full of perfonal

deliverances could give ; all which

taught him the value of the leflbn in

the text, from which he had received

fo much encouragement himfelf,

that he tranfmits it for the benefit of

the
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the whole race of mankind after him,

to fupport them, as it had done him,

under the afflictions which befel

him.

frufi in God\ as if he had faid,

"Whdfoever thou art that (hall here-

after fall into any fuch (traits or trou-

bles as I have experienced, learn by

my example where to feek forfuccour v

truft not in princes, nor in any child

of man, for there is no help in them :

the fonsof men, who are of low de-

gree, are vanity, and are not able to-

help thee ; men of high degree are

a lie, too often deceive thy hopes,

and will not help thee : but thou,

when thy foul is in heavinefs, turn

thy eyes from the earth, and look up
towards
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towards heaven, to that infinitely

kind and powerful Being, who nei-

ther flumbereth nor fleepeth j who is

a prefent help in time of trouble :

defpond not, and fay within thyfelf,
-

why his chariot wheels ftay fo long ?

and why he vouchfafeth thee not a*

fpeedy relief? but arm thyfelf in*,

thy misfortunes with patience and!

fortitude j truft in God, who fees,

all thofe conflicts under which thou

laboureft, who knows thy. neceflities.

afar off, and. puts all thy tears into

his bottle; who fees every, careful

thought and penfive look, and hears

every figh and melancholy groan

thou utterefl.--

In
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In all thy exigencies truft and de-

pend on him ; nor ever doubt but

he, who heareth the cry of the father-

lefs, and defendeth the caufe of the

widow, if it is juft, will hear thine,

and either lighten thy burden, and

let thee go free j or, which is the

fame, if that feems not meet, by

adding ftrength to thy mind, to ena-

ble thee to fuftain what he has fuf-

fered to be laid upon thee.

Whoever recollects the particular

pfalms faid to be compofed by this

great man, under the feveral diftrefles

and crofs accidents of his lite, will

perceive the juftice of this paraphrafe,

which is agreeable to the flrain of

reafoning, which runs through,

which
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which is little elfe than a recollection

of his own words and thoughts upon

thofe occafions> in all which heap-

pears to have been no lefs fignal in

his afflictions, than in his piety, and

in that goodnefs of foul which he

difcovers under them. I faid, the

reflections upon his own life and

providential efcapes, which he had

experienced, had had a fhare in form-

ing thefe religious fentiments of truft

in his mind, which had fo early taken

root, that when he was going to

fight the Philiftine, when he was

but a youth and flood before Saul,

he had already learned to argue in

this manner : Let no man's heart

fail him ; thy fervant kept his fa-

ther's fheep, and there came a lion

VOL. VI. C and
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and a bear, and took a lamb out of

the flock, and I went out after him

and fmote him, and delivered it out

of his mouth ; and when he arofe

againft me, I caught him by the

beard, and fmote him, and flew

him ; thy fervant flew both the lion

and the bear, and this uncircumcifed

Philiiline will be as one of them ;

for the Lord, who delivered me out

of the paw of the lion, and out of

the paw of the bear, he will alfo

deliver me out of his hand.

The conclufion was natural, and

the experience which every man has

had of God's former loving kindnefs

and protedtion to him, either in dan-

gers or diftrefs, does unavoidably

engage.
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engage him to think in the fame

train. It is obfervable that the

apoftle
St. Paul, encouraging the

Corinthians to bear with patience the

trials incident to human nature, re-

minds them of the deliverances that

God did formerly vouchfafe to him,

and his fellow labourers, Gaius and

Ariftarchus ,- and on that ground

builds a rock of encouragement, for

future trufl and dependance on

him. His life had been in very

great jeopardy at Ephefus, where

he had like to have been brought

out to the theatre, to be devoured by

wild beads, and indeed had no hu-

man means to avert, and confe-

quently to efcape it , and therefore,

he tells them, that he had this rd-

C 2 '
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vantage by it, that the more he be-

lieved he fhould be put to death,

the more he was engaged by his

deliverance, never to depend on any

worldly truft, but only on God, who

can refcue from the greateft extre-

mity, even from the grave and death

itfelf. For we would not, brethren,

fays he, have you ignorant of our

trouble, which came to us in Afia,

that we were preffed out of meafure,

above our ftrength, infomuch that

we defpaired even of life ; but we

had the fentence of death in our-

felves, that we (hould not truft in

ourfelves, but in God, who raifeth

the dead, who delivered us from fo

great a death, and doth deliver, and

in
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in whom we truft that he will ftill

deliver us.

And indeed a ftronger argument

cannot be brought for future truft,

than the remembrance of paft pro-

tection ; for what ground or reafon

can I have to diftruft the kindneis

of that perfon, who has always been

my friend and benefaflor ?

On whom can 1 better rely for

affiftance in the day of my diftrefs,

than on him who ftood by me in all

mine affliflicoi ? and, when I was at

the brink of destruction, delivered

me out of all my troubles ? Would

it not be highly ungrateful, and

reflect either upon his goodnefs or

C 3 his
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fvis fufficiency, to diftruft that pro*

vidence which has always had a

watchful eye over me? and who,

according to his gracious promifes,

will never leave me, nor forfake me ;

and who, in all my wants, in all my

emergencies, has been abundantly

more willing to give, than I to afk

it. If the former and the latter-rain

have hitherto defcended upon the

earth in due feafon, and feed time

and harveft have never yet failed
;

why fhould I fear famine in the

land, or doubt, but that he who

feedeth the raven, and providently

catereth for the fparrow, mould like-

vvife be my comfort ? How unlikely

is it that ever he mould fuffer his truth

to fail ? This train of reflection, from-

5 the
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the confideration of paft mercies, is

fuitable and natural to all- man-

kind ; there being no one, who by .

calling to mind God's kindnefies,

which have been ever of old, but

will fee caufe to apply the argument

to himfelf.

And though, in looking back upon

the events which have befallen us,

we are apt to attribute too much to

the arm of flefh, in recounting the

more fuccefsful parts of them j fay-

ing, My wildom, my parts, and

addrcis, extricated me from this mil-

fortune
-, my forcfight and penetra-

tion faved me from a fecond ; my

courage, and the mighcinefs of my
ftrength, carried me through a

C 4 third :
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third : However we are accuftomed

to talk in this manner, yet whoever

cooly fits down and reflects upon

the many accidents (though very im-

properly called ib) which have be-

fallen him in the courfe of his life,

when he confiders the many ama-

zing turns in his favour, ibmetimes

in the moft unpromifing cafes, and

often brought about by the mofl

unlikely caufes j when he remem-

bers the particular providences which

have gone along with him, the

many perfonal deliverances which

have preferved him, the unaccount-

able manner in which he has been

enabled to get through difficulties,

which on all fides befet him, on one

time of his life, or the ftrength of

mind



SERMON VII. 25

mind he found himfelf endowed

with, to encounter afflictions, which

fell upon him at another period :

where is the man, I fay, who looks

back with the lead religious fenfe,

upon what has thus happened to

him, who could not give you fuffi-

cient proofs of God's power, and his

arm over him, and recount feveral

cafes, wherein the God of Jacob was

his help, and the Holy One of IfraeJ

his redeemer ?

Haft thou ever laid upon the bed

of languishing, or laboured under a

grievous diftemper which threatened

thy life ? Call to mind thy forrowftil

and penfive fpirit at that time ; and

add to it, who it was that had mercy

Oft
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on thee, that brought thee out of

darknefs and the (hadow of ceath,

and made all thy bed in thy fick-

nefs.

Hath the fcantineis of thy con-

dition hurried thee into great flraits

and difficulties, and brought thee

almoft to diftraction ? Confider who

it was that fpread thy table in that

wildernels of thought, who was it

made thy cup to overflow, who

added a friend of confolation to thee,

and thereby fpake peace to thy

troubled mind. Haft thou ever fuf-

tained "any confidcrable damage in

thy Mock or trade ? Bethink thyfelf

who it was that gave thee a ferenec

and contented mind under thole
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lofles. If thou haft recovered,

confider who it was that repaired

thofe breaches, when thy own fkill

and endeavours failed : call to mind

w-hofe providence has bleffed them

iince, whofe hand it was that has

fmce let a hedge about thee, and

made all that thou haft done to

profper. Haft thou ever been

wounded in thy more tender parts,

through the lofs of an obliging huf-

band ? or haft thou been torn away

from the embraces of a dear and

promifing child, by its unexpected

death ?

O confider, whether the God of

truth did not approve himfelf a father

to thee, when fatherlefs, or a huf-

band
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band to thee, when a widow, and

has either given thee a name better

than of fons and daughters, or even

beyond thy hope, made thy remain-

ing tender branches to grow up tall

and beautiful, like the cedars of Li-

banus^

Strengthened by thefe confidera-

tions, fuggefting the fame or like

paft deliverances, either to thyfelf,

thy friends or acquaintance, thou

wilt learn this great leffon in the

text, in all thy exigencies and dif-

.trt fies, -totrufl God , and whatever

befalls thee, in the many changes and

chances of this mortal life, to fpeak

comfort to thy foul, and to fay in

the
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the words of Habakkuk the pro-

phet, with which I conclude,

Although the fig-tree mall not

blofTom, neither fhall fruit be in

the vines ; although the labour of

the olive fhall fail, and the fields

fhall yield no meat ; although the

flock fhall be cut off from the

fold, and there fhall be no herd in

the flails; yet we will rejoice in the

Lord, and joy in the God of our

falvation.

To whom be all honour and glory,

now and for ever. Amen.
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EXODUS xxi. 14.

But if a man come prefumptuoujly upon

hh neighbour^ to flay him with

guile ; thou faalt take him from my

altar, that he may die.

AS
the end and happy refult of

fociety, was our mutual pro-

teftion from the depredations which

malice and avarice lays us open

to, ib have the laws of God laid

proportionable reftraints againft fuch

violations as would defeat us of fuch

a fecurity. Of all other attacks

which can be made againft us, that

VOL. VI. of
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of a man's life, which is his all,

being the greateft, the offence, in

God's difpenfation to the Jews, was

denounced as the moft heinous,

and reprefented as moil unpardon-

able. At the hand of every man's

brother will I require the life of

man. Whofo fheddeth man's blood,

by man Ihall his blood be med.

Ye fhall take no fatisra&ion for the

life of a murderer ; he fhall furely

be put to death. So ye fhall not

pollute the land wherein ye are,

for blood defileth the land ; and the

land cannot be cleanfed of blood

that is fhed therein, but by the blood

of him that fhed it. For this reafon,

by the laws of all civilized nations,
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in all parts of the globe, it has been

punifhed with death,

Some civilized and wife commu-

nities have To far incorporated thefe

levers difpenfatjons into their muni-

cipal laws, as to allow of no dif-

tinftion betwixt murder and homi-

cide, at leaft in the penalty ;

leaving the intentions of the ievftral

parties concerned in it to that Being

who knows the heart, and will adjuft

the differences of the cafe here-

after. This falls, no doubt, heavy

upon particulars, but it is urged

for the benefit of the whole. It is

not the bufmefs of a preacher to

enter into an examination of tnc

grounds and reafons for fo feeming

D 2 afe-
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-a feverity. Where moft fevere,

they have proceeded, no doubt,

from an excefs of abhorrence of a

crime, which is, of all others,

moft terrible and mocking in its

own nature, and the mod direct

attack and ftroke at fociety ; as the

fecurity of a man's life was the firft

protection of fociety, the ground-

work of all the other bleflings to be

defired from fuch a compact.

Thefts, oppreffions, exactions,and

violences of that kind, cut off the

branches j this fmote the root :

all perifhed with it; the injury irre-

parable. No after-act could make

amends for it. What recompence

can he give to a man in exchange

for
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for his life? What fatisfaftion to

the widow, the fatherlefs, to the

family, the friends, the relations,,.

cut off from his protection, and

rendered perhaps dellitute, perhaps

miferable for ever !

No wonder, that, by the law of

nature, this crime was always pur-

fued with the mod extreme ven-

geance ; which made the barbarians

to judge, when they faw St. Paul

upon the point of dying a fudden and

terrifying death, No doubt this man

is a murderer i who, though he has

cfcaped the fca, yet vengeance fuf-

fereth not to live.

The cenfure there was rafli and

uncharitable ,
but the honeft detef-

D 3 tation.
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tation of the crime was uppermoft.

They faw a dreadful punifhment,

they thought ; and in feeing the

one, they fufpected the other. And

the vengeance which had overtaken

the holy man, was meant by them

the vengeance and punifhment of

the almighty Being, whofe provi-

dence and honour was concerned in.

purfuing him, from the place he had

fied from, to that ifland.

The honour and authority of God

is moft evidently (truck at, mofl cer-

tainly, in every fuch crime, and

therefore he would purfue it j it

being the reafon, in the ninth of

Genefis, upon which the prohibi-

tion of murder is grounded ; for

in
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in the image of God created he

man ; as if to attempt the life

of a man had fomething in it pecu-

liarly daring and audacious ; not only

Jhocking as to its confequence above

all other crimes, but of perfonal

violence and indignity againft God,

the author of our life and death.

That it is the highefl act of injuftice

to man, and which will admit of no

compenfation, I have faid. But the

depriving a man of life, does not

comprehend the whole of his fuf-

fering; he may be cut off in an

unprovided or difordered condition*

with regard to the great account be-

twixt himfelf and his Maker. He

may be under the power of irregular

paffions and defires. The belt of

D 4 men
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men are not always upon their

guard. And I am fure we have all

reafon to join in that affecting pare

of our Litany, That amongft other

evils, God would deliver us from

fudden death , that we may have

forne fore-fight of that period to

compofe our fpirits, prepare our

accounts, and put ourfelves in the

beft pofture we can to meet it ; for,

after we are moll prepared, it is a,

terror to human nature.

The people of fbme nations are

faid to have a peculiar art in poiforv-

\r\rr by flow and gradual advances.O J "*

In this cafe, however hojrid, it

favours of mercy with regard to our

fpiritual
(late ; for the fenfible de-

cays
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cays of nature, which a fufferer muft

feel within him from the fecret

workings of the horrid drug, give

warning, and fhew that mercy which

the bloody hand that comes upon

his neighbour fuddenly, and flays him

with guile, has denied him. It

may ferve to adrnonifh him of the

duty of repentance, and to make his

peace wich God, whilft he had time

and opportunity. The fpeedy exe-

cution of juftice, which, as our law*

now ftand, and which were intended

for that end, mud ftrike the greater

terror upon that account. Short as

the interval between fentence and

death is, it is long, compared to the

cafe of the murdered. Thou al-

lowedft the man no time, faid the

judge
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judge to a late criminal, in a moft

affecting manner ; thou allowedft

him not a moment to prepare for

eternity , and to one who thinks at

all, it is, of all reflections and felf-

accufation, the molt heavy and un-

furmountable That by the hand of

violence, a man in a perfect ftate of

health, whilft he walks out in per-

fect fecurity, as he thinks, with his

friends ; perhaps whilft he is fkep-

ing foundly, to be hurried out of

the world by the affaflm, by a

fudden ftroke, to find himfelf at

the bar of God's juftice, without

notice and preparation for his trial,

'tis mod horrible !
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Though he be really a good man,

(and it is to be hoped God makes

merciful allowances in fuch cafes)*

yet it is a terrifying confideration at

the belt , and as the injury is

greater, there are alfo very aggra-

vating circumftances relating to the

peribn who commits this act. As

when it is the effect not of a rafh arid

fudden pafiion, which fometimes

diforders and confounds reafon for a

moment, but of a deliberate and

propenfe defign or malice.^-When.

the fun not only goes down, but rifes

upon his wrath ; when he fleeps

not till he has (truck the ftroke
-,

when, after he has had time and lei-

fure to recollect himfelf, and con-

fider what he is going to do j when^

after
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after all the checks of confcience,

the ftruggles of humanity, the re-

coilings of his own blood, at the

thoughts of (hed-ding another man's,

he fhall perfift ftiil, and rcfolve

to do it. Merciful God ! protect

us from doing or fuffering fuch

evils. BlefTcd be thy name and pro-

vidence, which feldom or ever fufifers

it to efcape with impunity. In vain

does the guilty flatter himfelf with

hopes of fecrecy or impunity : trie

eye of God is always upon him

Whither can he fly from his pre-

fence ! By the immenfity of his

nature, he is preient in all places j

by the infinity of it, to all times
-,

by his omnifcience, to aU thoughts,

words.
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words and actions of men. By an

emphatical phrafe in Scripture, the

blood of the innocent is faid to cry

to heaven from the ground for

vengeance , and it was for this rea-

fon, that he might be brought to

juftice, that he was debarred the

benefit of any afylum and the cities

of refuge. For the elders of his city

ihall fend and fetch him thence, and

deliver him into the hand of the

avenger of blood, and that their eye

Ihould not pity him.

The text fays, Thou (halt take

him from my altar that he may die.

It had been a very ancient imagi-

nation, that for men guilty of this

and
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and other horrid crimes, a place

held facred, as dedicated to God,

was a refuge and proteclion to them

from the hands of juftice. The law

of God cuts the tranfgreffor off from

all delufive hopes of this kind j

and I think the Romifh church has

very little to boaft of in the fanctu-

aries which {he leaves open, for this

an4 other crimes and irregularities.

Sanctuaries which are often the firft

temptations to wickednefs, and there-

fore bring the greater fcandal and

dishonour to her that authorizes their

pretenfions,-r

Every obftruflion of the courfe of

juftice, is a door opened to betray

fociety,
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fociety, and bereave us of thofe blef-

finsjs which it has in view. To
ftand up for the privileges of fuch

places, is to invite men to fin with

a bribe of impunity. It is a ftrange

way of doing honour to God, to

fcreen actions which are a difgrace to

humanity.

What Scripture and all civilized

nations teach concerning the crime

of taking away another man's life,

is applicable to the wickednefs of 4

man's attempting to bereave himfelf

of his own. He has no more right

over it, than over that of others :

and whatever falfe glofies have been

put upon it by men of bad heads or

bad hearts, it is at the bottom a

8 compli-
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complication of cowardice, and wick-

ednefs, and weaknefs ; is one of

the fatalcft miftakes, d-efperation can

hurry a man into ; inconfiftent with

all the reafoning and religion of the

world, and irreconcileablc with that

patience under afflictions, that re~

fignation and fubrniflion to the will

of God in all ftraits, which is required

of us. But if our calamities are

brought upon ourfelves by a man's

own wickednefs, flill has he lefs to

urge, lead reafon has he to re-

nounce the protection of God when

he mod (lands in need of it, and of

his mercy.

But as I intend the fubject of fdf-

murder for my difcourfe next Sun-

day,
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day, I (hall not anticipate what I

have to fay, but proceed to con-

fider fome other cafb, in which the

law relating to the life of our neigh-

bour is tranfgrelTed in different de-

grees. All which are generally

fpoken of under the fubjecl: of mur-

der, and confidered by. the bed:

cafuifh as a fpecies of the fame, and

in'juilice to the fubject cannot be

pa-feel
here.

St. John fay.;, \Vhofoever hr.reth

his brother is a murderer ; ic is t'-c

iirit l^cp to rhis fin ; ami our Savi-

our, in his il
jnr:on upon tiie ir.ount,

has explained in how nn.ny iligbre;*

and unfuipcctrd ways and dc^reci,

tiic command in the law, Thou [hale

VOL. VI. E il*
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do no murder, may be oppofed, if

not broken. All real mifchiefs and

injuries malicioufly brought upon a

man, to the forrow and difturbance

of his mind, eating out the comfort

of his life, and fhortening his days,

are this fin in difguife ; and the

grounds of the Scripture exprefiing it

with fuch feverity, is, that the be-

ginnings of wrath and malice, in

event, often extend to fuch great

and unforefeen effects, as, were we

foretold them, -we mould give fo

little credit to, as to fay, Is thy fer-

vant a dog, that he mould do this

thing ? And though thefe begin-

nings do not necffiarily produce the

worft (God forbid they fhould), yet

they cannot be committed without

6 thefe
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thefe evil feeds are firft Town : As

Cain's caufelefs anger (as Dr. Clark

obferves) againft his brother, to

which the apoftle alludes ended

in taking away his life ; and the beft

inftruclors teach us, that, to avoid a

fin, we muft avoid the fteps and

temptations which lead to it.

This fhould warn us to free our

minds from all tincture of avarice,

and defire after what is another

man's. It operates the fame way, :

and has terminated too oft in the

fame crime. -And it is the great ex-

cellency of the chriiiian religion,

that it has an eye to this, in the

ftrefs laid upon the firft fprings of

evils in the heart
; rendering us ac-

E 2 countable
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countable not only for our words,

but the thoughts themfelves, if not

checked in time, but fuffered to pro-

ceed further than the firfl reunions of

concupifcence.

Ye have heard, therefore, fays our

Saviour, that it was faid by them of

old time, Thou flialt not kill ; buc

I fay unto you, whofoever is angry

with his brother without a caufe, fhall

be in danger of the judgment ; and

whoibever fhall fay to his brother,

Raca, (hall be in danger of the coun-

cil
-,

but whofoever fhall fay,
" thou

fool," (hall be in danger of hell-

fire. The interpretation of which I

fhall give you in the words of a great

icripturiit, Dr. Clark, and is as fol-

lows :
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lows : That the three gradations of

crimes are an allufion to the three

different degrees of punifhment, in

the three courts ofjudicature amongft

the Jews. And our Saviour's mean-

ing was, That every degree of fin,

from its firft conception to its out-

rage, every degree of malice and

hatred, mail receive from God a

puniihment proportionable to the of-

fence. Whereas the old law, accord-

ing to the jewifh interpretation,

extended not to thefe things at all,

forbade only murder and outward in-

juries. Whoibever mail fay,
" thou

fool," fnall be in danger of heil-

fire. The fenfe of which is not thar,

in the flrict and literal acceptation,

every rafh and paffionate expreffion

E 3 (hall
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fliall be punifhed with eternal dam-

nation ; (for who then would be

faved ?) but that at the exact account

in the judgment of the great day,

every fecret thought and intent of

the heart (hall have its juft eftimation

and weight in the degrees of punim-

ment, which mail be affigned to

every one in his final ftate.

There is another fpecies of this

crime which is feldom taken notice

of in difcourfes upon the fubject,

and yet can be reduced to no other

clafs : And that is, where the life of

our neighbour is ihortened, and

often takep away as directly as by a

weapon, by the empirical fale of no-

ftrums and quack medicines, which

ignorance
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ignorance and avarice blend. The

loud tongue of ignorance impu-

dently promifes much, and the ear

of the fick is open. And as many
of thefe pretenders deal in edge

tools, too many, I fear, perifh with the

mifapplication of them.

So great are the difficulties of

tracing out the hidden caufes of the

vils to which this frame of ours is

fubject, that the moft candid of the

profeffion have ever allowed and

lamented how unavoidably they are

in the dark. So that the beft medi-

cines, adminiftered with the wifeU

heads, fhall often do the mifchief

they were intended to prevent.

Thefe are misfortunes to which we

4
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are fubjefi: in this flate of darknefs ;

but when men without fkil!,

without education, without know-

ledge cither of the didemper, or even

of wha: they fell, make merchan-

dize of the miferable, and from a

diilior.eil principle trifle with the

pains of the unfortunate, too often

v.-hh their lives, and from the mere

motive of a difhonell gain, every

iuch inftance of a perfon bereft of

Hie by the hand of ignorance, can

be cqnfidered in no other light than

a branch of the fame roor. Ic is

murder in the true fenfe ; which,

though net cognizable by cur laws,

by the laws of right, every man's own

mind and confcience mud appear

equally black and detefhble.

In



SERMON VIII. 57

In doing what is wrong, we (land

chargeable with all the bad confe-

quences which arife from the action,

whether forefeen or not. And as

the principle view of the empirick in

thole cafes is not what he always

pretends, the good of the publick,

but the good of himfelf, it makes

the action what it is.

Under this head it may not be

improper to comprehend all adulte-

rations of medicines, wilfully made

worfe through avarice. If a life is

loft by fuch wilful adulterations,

and it may be affirmed, that in many
critical turns of an acute diftemper,

there is but a fmgle caft left for the

pa:ienta~the trial and chance of a

fmgle
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fmgle drug in his behalf-, an'd if

that has wilfully been adulterated and

wilfully defpoiled of its beft virtues,

what will the vender anfvver ?

May God grant we may all anfwer

well for ourfelves, that we may be

finally happy. Amen.

S E R-



San&ity of the Apoftles.





SERMON IX.

MATTHEW xi. 6.

Bleffed is he, that flail not be offended

in me.

general prejudices of the

-a- Jewifh nation concerning the

royal ilate and condition of the Savi-

our, wh - was to come into the

world, was a (lone of ftumbling,

and a rock of offence, to the greatcft

part of that unhappy and prepof-

ferTed people, when the promife was

actually fulfilled.- Whether it was

altogether the traditions cf their

fathers, or Uiat the rapturous ex-

7 prelfions
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preflions of the prophets, which re-

prefented the Meffiah's fpiritual king-

dom in fuch extent of power and

dominion, mifled them into it , or

-that their own carnal expectations

turned wilful m:erpreters upon them,

inclining them to look for nothing

but the wealth and worldly grandeur

which were to be acquired under

their deliverer; whether thefe, or

that the fyftem of temporal bleflings

helped to cherilh them in this grofs

and covetous expectation, it was

one of the great caufes for their

rejecting him. " This fellow, we

know not whence he is," was the

popular cry of one part -,
and they

who ieemed to know whence he was,

fcornfully turned it againft him, by

the
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the repeated quere, Is not this the

carpenter, the fon of Mary, the

brother of James and Jofes, and of

Juda and Simon ? and are not his

fillers here wich us ? And they were

offended at him. So that, though

it was prepared by God to be the

glory of his people Ifrael, yet the

circumflances of humility, in which

he was manifefted, were thought a

fcandal to them. Strange ! that he

who was born their king, fhould

be born of no other virgin than

Mary, the meanefc of their people ;

(for he hath regarded the low

eftate of his handmaiden) and of one

of the pooreft too : for Ihe had not

a lamb to offer, but was purified,

as Mcfes directed in fuch a cafe, by

the
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the oblation of a turtle-dove ; that

the Saviour of their nation, whom

they expected to be ufhered amidlt

them with all the enfigns and appa-

ratus of royalty, ihould be brought

forth in a ftable, and anfwerable to

diftrefs ; fubjecled all his life to the

loweft conditions of humanity : that

whilft he lived, he fhould not have

a hole to put his head in, nor his

corpfe in, when he died ; but his

grave too, mud be the pi ft of cha-

rity. Thefe were thwarting conii-

derations to thofe who waited for the

redemption of Ifrael, and looked for

it in no other fhape, than the accom-

pli
flimen t of thofe golden dreams, of

temporal power and fovereignty,

which had niled their inia^inarions.
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The ideas were not to be recon-

ciled ; and fo infuperable an ob-

ftacle was the prejudice on one fide,

to their belief on the other, that it

literally fell out, as Simeon prophe-

tically declared of the Meffiah> that

he was fct forth for the fall, as

well as the rifmg again, of many in

Ifrael.

This, though it was the caufe of

their infidelity, was however no ex-

cufe for it. For whatever their mif-

takes were, the miracles which were

wrought in contradiction to them,

brought conviction enough to leave

them without excufe ; and befides,

it was natural for them to have con-

cluded, had their prcpoiTcfTions given

VOL. VI. F them



66 S E R M O N IX.

them leave, that he who fed five

thoufand with five loaves and two

fifties, could not want power to be

creat ; and therefore needed not to
*-j

appear in the condition of poverty

and meannefs, had it not, on other

icores, been more needful to confront

the pride and vanity of the world,

and to mew his followers what the

temper of chriftianity was, by the

temper of its firft inftitutor ; who,

though they were offered, and he

could have commanded them, del-

piled the glories of the world ;
-

took upon him the form of a fervant ;

i and though equal with God, yet

made himfelf of no reputation,

that he might fettle, and be the ex-

ample of fo holy and humble a reli-

gion.
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gion, and thereby convince his dif-

ciples for ever, that neither his king-

dom nor their happinefs were to be

of this world. Thus the Jews might

have eafily argued ; but when there

was nothing but reafon to do it with

on one fide, and ftrong prejudices,

backed with intereft, to maintain the

difpute, upon the other, we do not

find the point is always fo eafily

determined. Although the purity

of our Saviour's doctrine, and the

mighty works he wrought in its fup-

port, were demonflratively ftrongar

arguments for his divinity, than the

unrefpected lowlinefs of his condi-

tion could be againft it ;- yet the

prejudice continued ftrong , they

had been accnftomed to temporal

F 2 pro-
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promifes ; fo bribed to do their

duty, they could not endure to

think of a religion that would .not

promife, as much as Mofes did, to

fill their bafket, and fct them hioji* O

above all nations : a religion whole

appearance was not great and fplen-

did, but looked thin and meagre ;

and whofe principles and promifes,

like the curfes of their law,

called for fuffcrings, and promifed

perfections.

If we take this key along with us

through the New Teftament, it will

let us into the fpirit and meaning of

many of our Saviour's replies in his

conferences with his difciples, and

ethers of th Jews-, fo particularly

in
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in this place, Matthew vi. when

John had fent two of his difciples to

enquire, Whether it was he that

fhould come, or that they were to

look for another ? Our Saviour,

with a particular eye to this preju-

dice, and the general fcandal he knew;

had rifen againft his religion upoa

this worldly account,, after a recital

to the meffqngers of the many mira-

cles he jiad wrought j as
^at-p-the

blind receiv'd their fightj-r-the tame

walked, the lepers were cleanfed,

the dead .raifed \i- all which charac-

ters, w,ith thejr benevolent ends, fully,

demonftra.tsd him to be ,the MefTiah.

that was
;promifed, them ;r he clofes

ujp r

his. .anfwqr to them with the,

words of. the,,text,--And, bJje{Ted,i
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he that fhall net be offended in me ;

bleffed is the man whofe upright

and honeft heart will not be blinded

by worldly confiderations, or hearken

to his lufts and prepoffefilons in a

truth of this moment. The like

benedi&ion is recorded in the jth

chapter of St. Luke, and in the 6th of

St. John ; when Peter broke out in

that warm cosfeffion of their belief

Lord, we believe, we are fure that

thou art Ch rift, the fon of the living

God. The fame benedi&icn is utter-

ed, though- couched in different

words, Blefied art thou, Simon Rar-

jona; for flelh and blood has net

revealed it, but my father which is

in heaven. Flefii and blood, the

riatural workings of this carnal de-

fire ;.
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fire ; the luft and love of the world

have had no hand in this conviction

of thine-, but my father, and the

works which I have wrought in his

name, in vindication of this faith,

have eftablimed thee in it, againft

which the gates of hell Ihall not

prevail.

This univerfal ruling principle, and

almoft invincible attachment, to the

interefts and glories of the world,

which we fee firft made fo powerful

a ftand againft the belief of chrifli-

anity, has continued to have as ill

an effect, at lead, upon the practice

of it ever fince ; and therefore,,

there is no one point of wifdom, that

is of nearer importance to us, than.

F 4 to
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to purity this grofs appetite, and re-

ftrain it within bounds, by lowering

our high conceit of the things of

this life, and our concern for thofe

advantages which mifled the Jews.

To judge juftly of the world, we

muft ftarrd at a due diftance from

ic ; which will difcover to us the

vanity of its riches and honours, in

fuch true difnenfions, as will engage

us to behave ourfelves towards them

with moderation. This is all that is

wanting to make us wife and good;

that we may be left to the full

influence of religion ; to which

chriftianity fo far conduces, that it is

the great blefling, the peculiar ad-

vantage we enjoy under its inftitu-

tion, that it affords us not only the

moil



S E R M O N IX. 73

mofl excellent precepts of this kind,

but alib it fhews us thole precepts

confirmed by mofl excellent exam-,

pies. A heathen philofopher may.

talk very elegantly about delpifing

the world, and, like Sene^./may

prefcribe very ingenious rules to. teach

us an art he never exercifed himfelf :

for all the while he was writing in

praife of poverty, he was; enjoying

a great eftate, and endeavouring to

make it greater. But if ever we

hope to reduce thofe rules to prac-

tice, it muft be by the help of reli-

gion. If we would find men who

by their lives bore witnefs to their

doctrines, we muft look for them

amongft the acts and monuments of

our church, amongft the firft fol-

lowers
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lowers of their crucified Matter j who

fpoke with authority, becaufe they

fpoke experimentally, and took care

to make their words good, by def-

pifing the world, and voluntarily

accounting all things in it lofs, that

they might win Chrift. O holy and

blefled apoftles ! blefled were ye

indeed, for ye conferred not with

flefh and blood, for ye were not

offended in him through any con-

fiderations of this world , ye con-

ferred not with flefli and blood, nei-

ther with its fnares and temptations..

Neither the pleafures of life, or

the pains of death laid hold upon

your faith, to make you fall from

him. Ye had your prejudices of

worldly grandeur in common with

the
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the reft of your nation ; faw, like

them, your expectations blafted j

but ye gave them up, as men go-

verned by reafon and truth. As ye

furrendered all your hopes in this

world to your faith, with fortitude,

fo did ye meet the terrors of the

world with the fame temper. Nei-

ther the frowns and difcountenance of

the civil powers,: neither tribulation

or diftrefs, or perfeeution, or cold,

or pakednefs, or famine, or the

fword, could feparate you from the

love of Chrift. Ye took up your

croffes chearfully, and followed him ;

followed the fame rugged way

trod the wine-prefs after him ,

voluntarily fubmitting yourfelves to

poyertyj to punilhmenr, to the

fcorn
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fcorn and the reproaches of the

world, which ye knew were to be

the porcion of all of you who en-

gaged in preaching a my fiery fo

fpoken againft by the world , fo un-

palatable to all its paffions and plea-

fures, and ib irreconcileable to the

pride of human reafon. So that. ye.

were, as one of ye exprefled, and all

of ye experimentally found, though

ye were made, as the. filth of ^he
<( ,:',:''.:. \ H

world, and the offscouring of all
I

:

, -!>-> ....!.. ri -'iv -

things, upon this account ; yet ye

went oh a^ zealoufly.as ye fet out.
->

.- ,*- >

'
'

.

'

Ve were not offended, n,or afliamed

of the eofpel of Chrift
*, wherefore

, . f-' A{ . ;
'

, 1 .! , '.

ftiould ye ? The impoftiire and h.y-
ifli

;

: i..
'

: M ;
/

pocrite might have been amamed v

the, .guilty would have found caufe

for
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for it ; ye had no caufe, though

ye had temptation. Ye preached

but what ye knew, and your honeft

and uprighc hearts gave evidence,

the ftrongcft, to the truth of it ;

.

for ye left all, ye fuffcred all, yc

gave all that your iincerity had left

you to give. Ye gave your lives at

laft as pledges and confirmations of

your faith and warmeft affection for

your Lord. Holy and blefled men !

ye gave all, when alas ! our cold

and frozen affection will part with

nothing for his fake, not even with

our vices and follies, which are worfe

than nothing j for they arc vanity,

and mifery, and death.

The
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The ftate of chriflianity calls not

now for fuch evidences, as the

apoftles gave of their attachment to

it. We have, literally fpeaking.,

neither houfes, nor lands, nor pofTef-

fions to forfake , we have neither

wives or children, or brethren or

fitters, to be torn from-, no ra-

tional pleafure or natural endear-

ments to give up. We have no-

thing to part with, but what is not

oiir intereft to keep, our lulls and

paffions. We have nothing to do

for Chrift's fake but what is moft

for our own j-^-that is, to be tem-

perate, and chafte, and juft, and

peaceable, and charitable, and

kind to one another. So that if man

could fuppofe himfelf in a capacity

even
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even of capitulating with God, con-

cerning the terms upon which he

would f'ubmit to his government ,

and to chufe the laws he would be

bound to obferve in teftimony of

his faith
-,

it were impoflible for him

to make any propofals which, upon

all accounts, fhould be more advan-

tageous to his interests, than thofe

very conditions to which we are

already obliged ; that is, to deny

ourfelves ungodlinefs, to live foberly,

and righteouily in this prefent life,

and lay fuch reftraints upon our ap-

petites as are for the honour of

human nature, the improvement of

our happinefs, our health, our

peace, our reputation and fafety.

When one confiders this reprefen-

tation
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ration of the temporal inducements

of chriftianity, and compares it

with the difficulties and difcourage-

rr.ents which they encountered who

firft made profeflion of a perfecuted

and hated religion ; at the fame

time that it raifes the idea of the

fortitude and fanflky of thefc holy

men, of whom the world is not wor-

thy, it fadly diminimes that of our-

felves, which, though it has alj the

blefiings of this life apparently on

it* fide to fupport it, yc$ can fcarce

be kept alive
-,

and if we may form

a judgment from the little Hock of

religion which is left, mould God

ever exact the fame trials, unlefs

we greatly alter for the better, or

there fliould prove fome fccret charm

in
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in perfecution, which we know not

of. It is much to be doubted, if the

fon of man fhonld make this proof,

of this generation, whether there

would be found faith upon the

earth. ,.'

. i ..

'

>

As this areumem . may convince9 . . . '. . .

us, fo let it {hame us into virtue,
-

:!';' "
I .

'
'

that the admirable -examples of thofe
tuh?fT-

r

holy men mav.not.be left us, or;
. :-;';: :

commemorated
t^i.us tp no end j >

but rather that they may anfwcr the
'

..: .. '>V- ,4
/

;

p:ou% purpoje i
|thcir inflkuypn, -

to conform -our J^yes
to ,tlieirs,.-r-that j

with them ;we may be partakers of

a^.loriou-s jnheritaucf, through Jefus.%

Chrifl out Lord, .,,A.!iien. ,.

VOL. VL G





SERMON X.

Penances.

G 2





SERMON X.

i JOHN v. 3.

And his commandments are not

grievous.

NO, they are not grievous, my
dear auditors. Amongft. the

many prejudicies which at one time

or other have been conceived againft

our holy religion, there is fcarce

.any one which has done more dif-

honour to chriftianity, or which has

been more oppofite to the fpirit of

the gofpel, than this, in exprcfs con-

tradiction to the v/ords of the lext,

** That the ccinmandrnenrs of God

G ere



86 S E R M O N X.

are grievous." That the way which

leads to life is not onty ftrait, for

that our Saviour tells us, and that

with much tribulation we lhall feek

it
*,

but that chriftians are bound

to make the worft of it, and tread it

barefoot upon thorns and briers, if

ever they expect to arrive happily at

their journey's end. And in courfe,

during this difaftrcus pilgrimage,

it is our duty fo to renounce the

world, and abftract ourfelves from

it, as neither to interfere with its

interefts, or tafle any of the plea-

fures, or any of the" enjoyments of

this life.

Nor has this been confined merely

to fpeculation, but has frequently

6 '

been
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been extended to practice, as is

plain, not ,only from the lives of

many legendary faints and hermits,

whofe chief commendation feems

to have been,
" That they fled un-

naturally from all commerce with

their fellow creatures, and then

mortified, and piouily half flarved

themfelves to death ;" but likewife

from the many an ftere and fantaftic

orders which we fee in the Romifii

church, which have all owed their

origin and eftablifhment to the fame

idle and extravagant opinion.

Nor is it to be doubted, but the

affectation of fomethins; like it in
i*-7

our Methodifts, when they difcant

upon the necefiuy of alienating them-

G 4 felvcs
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felves from the world, and
felling'

all that .they have, is not to be

afcribed to the fame miftaken enthu-

'fiaftic principle, which would caft

fo black a made upon religion, as

if the kind Author of it had created

us on purpofe to go mourning, all

cur lives long, in fack-cloth and

afl:es, and fent us into the world,

ss fo many faint-errants, in queft of

adventures Full of forrow and af-

Strange force of enthufiafm I-
and yet not altogether unaccount-

able. For what opinion was there

-evt.r fo odd, or action fo extrava-

gant, which has nor, at one time or

other, been produced by ignorance,

con-
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conceit, melancholy ; a mix-

ture of devotion, with an ill con-

currence of air and diet, operating

together in the fame perfon.' When

the minds of men happen to be thus

unfortunately prepared, whatever

groundlefs doctrine rifes up, and fet-

tles itfelf flrongly upon their fan-

cies, has generally the ill-luck to be

interpreted as an illumination from

the fpirit of God ; and whatever

ilrange action they find in themfelves

a ftrong inclination to do, that im-

pulie is concluded to be a call from

heaven , and confequently, that they

cannot err in executing it,

If this, or fome fuch account, was

not to be admitted, how is it poffible

to
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to be conceived that chriflianity, which

breathed out nothing but peace and

comfort to mankind, which profef-

fedly took off the feverities of the

Jewifh law, and was given us in the

. fpirit
of meeknefs, to eafe our moul-

ders of a burthen which was too

heavy for us
-,

that this religion, fo

, kindly calculated for the eafe and

tranquility of man, and enjoins no-

thing but what is fuitable to his

nature, mould be fo mifunderftood j

or that it fhould ever be fup-

pofed, that he who is infinitely

hnppy, could envy us our enjoy-

ments , or that a Being infinitely

kind, would grudge a mournful paf-

fenger a little reft and refrefhment,

to fupport his fpirits through a weary

pilgri-
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.pilgrimage; or that he flioukl call

him to an account hereafter,' be-

caufe, in his way, he had haftily

matched at fome fugacious and inno-

cent pleafures, till he was fufFered

to take up his final repofe. This is

no improbable account, and the many
invitations we find in Scripture to a

grateful enjoyment of the bleffings

land advantages of life, make it

evident. The apoftle tells us in the

text, That God's commandments

are not grievous. He has pleafure

in the profperity of his people, and

wills not that they mould turn tyrants

and executioners upon their minds

or bodies, and inflict pains and

penalties on them to no end or pur-

pofe : That he has propofed peace
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and plenty, joy and victory, as the

encouragement and portion of his

fervants ; thereby mftrucYmg us,

that our virtue is not necefTarily en-

dangered by the fruition of outward

things ; but that temporal bleffings

and advantages, inftead of extin-

guiming, more naturally kindle our

love and gratitude to God, before

whom it is no way inconfiftent both

to worfhip and rejoice.

If this was not fo, why, you'll

fay, does God feem to have made

fuch provifion for our happinefe ?

"Why has he given us fo many powers

and faculties for enjoyment, and

adapted fo many objects to gratify

and entertain them ? Some of which

7 he
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he has created fo fair, with fuch

wonderful beauty, and has formed

them fo exquifitely for this end,

that they have power, for a time, to

charm away the fenfe of pain, to

chear up the dejected heart under

poverty and ficknefs, and make it

go and remember its miferies no

more. Can all this, you'll fay, be

reconciled to God's wifdom, which

does nothing in vain ; or can it be

accounted for on any other fuppo-

fition, but that the author of our

Being, who has given us all things

richly to enjoy, wills us a comfort-

able exiftence even here, and feems

moreover fo evidently to have ordered

things with a view to this, that the

ways which lead to our future happi-
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nefs, when rightly underftood, he

has made to be ways of- pleafantnefs,

and all her paths peace.

From this reprefentation of things

we are led to this demonstrative

truth, then, that God never intend-

ed to debar man of pleafure, under

cenain limitations.

Travellers on a bufinefs of the laft

and moft important concern, may be

allowed to pleafe their eyes with the

natural and artificial beauties of the

country they are pafiing through,

without reproach of forgetting the

main errand they were fent upon ,

and if they are not led out of

their road by variety of profpeds,

edifices
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edifices and ruins, would it not be

a fenfelefs piece of feverity to (hut

their eyes againft fuch gratifica-

tions ? For who las requiredfuch fer-

vice at their hands ?

The humouring of certain appe-

tites, where morality is not con-

cerned, feems to be the means by

which the Author of nature intended

to fweeten this journey of life, and

bear us up under the many fhocks

and hard joftlings, which we are fure

to meet with in our way. And a

man might, with as much reafon,

muffle up himfelf againft fun-mine

and fair weather, and at other times

expoie himfelf naked to the incle-

mencies of cold and rain, as debar

himfelf
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himfelf of the innocent delights of

his nature, for affected referve and

melancholy.

It is true, on the other hand, our

paflions are apt to grow upon us by

indulgence, and become exorbitant,

if they are not kept under exact

difcipline, that by way of caution

and prevention, 'twere better at cer-

tain times, to affect fome degree of

needlefs referve, than hazard any ill

confequences from the other extreme.

But when almoft the whole of reli-

gion is made to confift in the pious

fooleries of pemnces and fuffer-

ings, as is practifed in the church of

Rome (did no other evil attend it),

yet,
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yet, fince it is putting religion upon

a wrong fcent, placing it nrore in

rhefe than in inward purity and in-

tegrity of heart, one cannot guard

too much againft this, as well as all

other fuch abufes of religion, as

make it to xronfift in fomething which

it ought not. How fuch mockery

became a part of religion at firft,

or upon what motives they were ima-

gined to be fervices acceptable to

God, is hard to give a better account

of than what was hinted above
-,

namely, that men of melancholy

and moroie tempers, conceiving the

Deity to be like themfelves, a gloomy,

difcon tented and forrowful being,

believed he delighted, as they did,

in fplenetic and mortifying actions,

VOL. VI. H and
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and therefore made their religious

wormip to confift of chimeras as wild

and barbarous, as their own dreams

and vapours.

What ignorance and enthufiafm

at firft introduced, now tyranny and

impofture continue to fupport. So

that the political improvement of

thefe delufions to the purpofes of

wealth and power, is made one of

the ftrongeft pillars which upholds

the Romith religion ; which, with

all its pretences to a more ftrid mor-

tification and fanfcity, when you

examine it minutely, is little elfe

than a mere pecuniary contrivance.

And the trued definition you can

give of popery is, that it is a

iyftcm
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fyftem put together and contrived to

operate upon men's vveaknefles and

paffions, and thereby to pick their

pockets, and leave them in a fit

condition for its arbitrary defigns.

And indeed that church has not

been warning in gratitude for the

good offices of this kind, which the'

dodrtne of penances has done-them ;

for, in confideration of its fervices,

they have railed it above the level

of moral duties, and have at length

complimented it into the number of

their facninients, and made it a ne-

ceflary point to falvation.

By thefe, and other tenets, no lefs

politic and inquifitional, popery has

H 2 found
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found out the art of making men

iniferable in fpite of their fenfes,

and the plenty with which God has

bleflfed them.

So that in many countries where

popery reigns, but efpecially in that

part of Italy where fne has raifed her

throne, though, by the happinefs of

its foil and climate, it is capable of

producing as great variety and abun-

dance as i:ny country upon earth ,

yet Jo fucceisful have its fpiritual

directors been in the management

and retail of theie bleffings, that they

have found means to allay, if not

entirely to defeat, them all, by one

pretence or other. Some bitterneis

is ollkioufiy fqueezed into every
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man's cup for his foul's health, till,

at length, the whole intention of

nature and providence is deftroyed.

It is not furprizing, that where

fuch unnatural feverities are prac"lifed

and heightened by other hardmips,.

the moft fruitful land fhould be
'

barren, and wear a face of poverty

and defolation ; or that many thou-

fands, as have been obferved, mould

fly from the rigours of fuch a go-

vernment, and feek fhelter rather

amongft rocks and defarts, than lie

at the mercy of fo many unreafon-

able tafk-mafters, under whom they

can hope for no other reward of their

induftry, but rigorous flavery, made

It ill worfe by the tortures of un-

nece/Tary mortifications. / fay un-

H 3
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xecejfery, becaufe where there is. a.

virtuous and good end propofed from

any fober inftances of felf- denial and

mortification, God forbid we mould

call them unneceflary, or that we

mould difpute againft a thing from

the abufe to which it has been put j

and, therefore, what is faid in ge-

neral upon this head, will be under-

flood to reach no farther than where

the practice is become a mixture of

fraud and tyranny, but will no ways

be interpreted to extend to thofe

felf-denials which the difcipline of

our holy church directs at this folemn

feafcn j which have been introduced

by reafon and good fenfe at firft, and

have fince been applied to ferve no

purpofes, but thofe of religion :

thtrfe.
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thefe, by retraining our appetites

for a while, and withdrawing our

thoughts from grofier objects, do,

by a mechanical effect, difpofe us

for cool and fober reflections, incline

us to turn our eyes inwards upon

ourfelves, and confider what we

are, and what we have been doing ;

for what intent we were fent into

the world, and what kind of charac-

ters we were defigned to act in it.

It is neceffary that the mind of

man, at fome certain periods, iliould

be prepaid to enter into this ac-

count ; and without fome fuch dif-

cipline, to check the infolence of un-

reftrained appetites, and call home

the confcience, the foul of man,

H 4 capable
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capable as it is of brightnefs and

perfection, would fink down to the

Jowefl depths of darknefs- and bru-

tality. However true this is, there

ftill appears no obligation to renounce

the innocent delights of our beings,

or to aifect a fallen diftafte againfl

them. Nor, in truth, can even,

the fuppofition of it be well admit-

ted : for pleafures arifmg from the

free and natural exercife of the facul-

ties of the mind and body, to talk

them down, is like talking againft

the frame and mechanifm of human

nature, and would be no lefs fenfe-

lefs than the difputing againft the

burning of fire, or falling downwards

of a ftone. Befides this, man is ib

contrived, that he ftands in need of

frequent
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frequent repairs ; both mind and

body are apt to fink and grow un-

active under long and clofe attention v

and, therefore, muft be reftored by

proper recruits. Some part of our

time may doubtlefs innocently and

lawfully be employed in actions

merely diverting ; and whenever

fuch indulgencies become criminal,,

it is feldom the nature of the actions,

themfelves, but the excefs which,

makes them fo.

But fome one may here aik, By

what rule are we to judge of excels,

m thefe cafes ? If the enjoyment of

the fame fort of pleafures may be

either innocent or guilty, according

to the ufe or abufe of them, how

(hall
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fhall we be certified where the boun-

daries lay ? or be fpeculative enough
to know how far we may go with

fafety ? I anfwer, there are very

few who are not cafuifts enough to

make a right judgment in this point.

For fmce one principal reafon, why
God may be fuppofed to allow plea-

fure in this world, feems to be for

the refrefhment and recruit of our

fouls and bodies, which, like clocks,

mud be wound up at certain inter-

vals, every man underftands fo

much of the frame and mechanifm of

himfelf, to know how and when to

unbend himfelf with fuch relaxations

as are neceflary to regain his natural

vigour and chearfulnefs, without

which it is impofiible he fhould either

be
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be in a difpofition or capacity to dif-

charge the feveral duties of his life*

Here then the partition becomes

vifible.

Whenever we pay this tribute to

our appetites, any further than is

fufncicnt for the purpofes for which

it was firft granted, the aft ion pro-

portionably loies fome (hare of its.

innocence. The furplufage of what

is unneceflarily fpent on fuch occa-

fions, is fo much of the little portion

of our time negligently fquandered,

which, in prudence, we Hiould. apply

better ; becaufe it was allotted us for

more important ufes, and a different:

account will be required of it at our

hands hereafter.

For
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For this reafon, does it not evi-

dently follow, that many actions

and purfuits, which are irreproach-

able in their own natures, may be

rendered blameable and vicious, from

this fingle confideration,
" That they

have made us waftcful of the mo-

ments of this fhort and uncertain

fragment of life, which mould be

almoft one of our laft prodigalities,

fince of them all, the lead retriev-

able." Yet how often is diverfion,

inflead of amufement and relaxation,

made the art and bufinefs of life

itfelf? Look round, what policy

and contrivance is every day put in

practice, for pre-engaging every day

in the week, and parcelling out every

hour of the day for o-ne idlenefs or

another,
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another, for doing nothing, or

fomething worfe than nothing ; and

that with fo much ingenuity, as fcarce

to leave a minute upon their hands

to reproach them. Though we all

complain of the (hortnefs of life,

yet how many people feem quite

overftocked with the days and hours

of it, and are continually fending

out into the highways and ftreets of

the city for guefts to come and take

it off their hands. If fome of the

more diftrefsful objects of this kind

were to fit down, and write a bill of

their time, though partial as that of

the unjuft fteward, when they found

in reality that the whole funrof it,

for many years, amounted to little

more
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more than this, that they had rofe

up to eat, to drink, to play, and

had laid down again, merely becauie

they were fit for nothing elfe :

when they looked back and beheld

this fair fpace, capable of fuch hea-

venly improvements, all fcrauled

over and defaced with a fucceffion

of fo many unmeaning ciphers,

good God ! how would they be

afhamed and confounded at the ac-

count !

With what reflections will they be

able to fupport themielves in the

decline of a life fo miferably caft

away, mould it happen, as it fome-

times does, that they have flood idle

even
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even unto the eleventh hour. We
have not always power, and are not

always in a temper, to impofe upon
ourfelves. When the edge of appe-

tite is worn down, and the fpirits of

youthful days are cooled, which hur-

ried us on in a circle of pleafure and

impertinence, then reafon and re-

flection will have the weight which

they deferve ; afflictions, or the

bed of ficknefs, will fupply the place

of confcience ; and if they fhould

fail, old age will overtake us at

laft, and mew us the paft purfuits

of life, and force us to look upon
them in their true point of view. If

there is any thing more to caft a

cloud upon fo melancholy a prof-

pea
8
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-his (hews us, it is furely

;nculty and hazard of having

the work of the day to perform

in the bft hour ; of making an

atonement to God, when we have no

facrifice to offer him, but the dregs

and infirmities of thofe days, when

we could have no pleafure in them.

How far God may be pleafed to

accept fuch late and imperfect fer-

vices, are beyond the intention of

this difcourfe. Whatever ftrefs fome

may lay upon it, a death- bed re-

pentance is but a weak and (lender

plank to truft our all upon. Such

S it is ; to that, and God's infinite

mercies, we commit them, who will

not
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not employ that time and oppor-

tunity he has given to provide a

better fecurity.

That we may all make a right

ufe of the time allotted us, God

grant through the merits of his Son

Jefus Chriil. Amen.
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St. JOHN xv. 5.

For without me, ye can do no-

thing.

OUR Saviour, in the former

part of the verfe, having told

his difciples, That he was the vine,

and that they were only branches ,

intimating, in what a degree their

good fruits, as well as the fuccefs of

all their endeavours, were to depend

upon his communications with them ;

he clofes the illuftration with the

inference from it, in the words of

the text, For without me, ye can

I 3 do
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do nothing. In the nth chapter to

the Romans, where the manner is

explained in which a chriftian ftands

by faith, there is a like illuftration

made ufe of, and probably with an

eye to this, where St. Paul in-

ftructs us, that a good man ftands

as the branch of a wild olive does,

when it is grafted into a good olive

tree ; and that is, it flourilhes not

through its own virtue, but in virtue

of the root, and fuch a root as is

naturally not its own.

It is very remarkable in that paf-

fage, that the apoftle calls a bad

man a wild olive tree , not barely

a branch, (as in the other cafe) but

a tree, which having a root of its

own,
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own, fupports itfelf, and flands in

its own ftrength, and brings forth its

own fruit. And fo do.es every bad

man in refpeft of the wild and four

fruit of a vicious and corrupt heart.

According to the refemblance,

if the apoftle intended it, he is a

tree, has a root of his own, -and

fruitfulnefs, fuch as it is, with a

power to bring it forth without help.

But in refpect of religion, and the

moral improvements of virtue and

goodnefs, the apoftle calls us, and

reafon tells us, we are no more than

a branch ; and all our fruitfulnefr,

and all our fupporr, depend fo

much upon the influence and com-

munications of God, that without

him we can do nothing, as our

I 4 Saviour
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Saviour declares in the text. There

is fcarce any point in our religion

wherein men have run into fuch

violent extremes as in the fenfes given

to this, and fuch like declarations in

Scripture, of our fufficiency being

of God ; fome underftanding them

fo, as to leave no meaning at all in

them
-, others, too much : the

one interpreting the gifts and influ-

ences of the fpirit, fo as to deftroy

the truth of all fuch promifes and

declarations in the gofpel -,
the

other carrying their notions of them

fo high, as to deftroy the reafon of

the gofpel itfclf, and render the

chriflian religion, which confifts of

fobc-r and con fi{lent doctrines, the

moil intoxicated, the moil wild

and
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and unintelligible inftitution that ever

was in the world.

This being premifed, I know not

how I can more feafonably engage

your attention this day, than by a

fhort examination of each of thefe

errors ;
in doing which, as I mall

take fome pains to reduce both the

extremes of them to reafon, it will

necefTarily lead me, at the fame time,

to mark the fafe and true doctrine of

our church, concerning the promifed

influences and operations of the fpi-

rit of God upon our hearts ; which,

however depreciated through the firft

mifeake, or boafted of beyond mea-

iure through the
. fecond, muft

neverthelefs be fo limited and under-

ftood,
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ftood, -as, on one hand, to make

the gofpel of Chrift confident with

itfelf, and, on the other, to make

it confident with reafon and common

fenfe.

If we confider the many exprefs

declarations, wherein our Saviour

telis his followers, before his cruci-

fixion, That God would fend his

fpirit the comforter amongft them,

to fupply his place in their hearts ,

and, as in the text, that without

him, they could do nothing : if we

conceive them as fpoken to his difci-

ples with an immediate view to the

emergencies they were under, from

their natural incapacities of finifhing

the great work he had left them, and

buildin
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building upon that large foundation

he had laid, without fome extraor-

dinary help and guidance to carry

them through, no one can difpute

that evidence and confirmation which

was after given of its truth ; as our

Lord's difciples were illiterate men,

confequently unfkilled in the arts and

acquired ways of perfuafion. Un-

lefs this want had been fupplied,

the firft obftacle to their labours muft

have difcouraged and put an end to

them for ever. As they had no

language but their own, without the

gift of tongues they could not have

preached the gofpel except in Judea ;

and as they had no authority of

their own, without the fupernatural

one of figns and wonders, they

could
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could not vouch for the truth of it

beyond the limits where it was firft

tranfacted. In this work, doubtlefs,

all their fufficiency and power of act-

ing was immediately from God ;

his holy fpirit, as he had promifed

them, fo it gave them a mouth and

wifdom which all their adverfaries

were not able to gainfay or refift.

So that without him, without thefe

extraordinary gifts, in the moft lite-

ral fenfe of the words, they could do

nothing. But befides this plain ap-

plication of the text to thofe particu-

lar perfons and times, when God's

fpirit was poured down in that fignal

manner held facred to this day,

there is fomething in them to be ex-

tended further, which chriftians of all
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ages, and, I hope, of all denomina-

tions, have flill a claim and truft in,

and that is, the ordinary afliftance

and influences of the fpirit of God

in our hearts, for moral and virtuous

improvements j thefe, both in their

natures as well as intentions, being

altogether different from the others

above-mentioned conferred upon the

difciples of our Lord. The one were

miraculous gifts, in which the en-

dowed perfon contributed nothing,

which advanced human nature above

itfelf, and raifed all its projectile

fprings above their fountains ; ena-

bling them to fpeak and act fuch

things, and in fuch manner, as was

impoffible for men not infpired and

preternaturally upheld. In the other

cafet
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cafe, the helps fpoken of were the in-

fluences of God's fpirit, which up-

held us from falling below the dig:-o o

nity of our nature : that divine af-

tance which gracioufly kept us from

falling, and enabled us to perform

the holy profeflions of our religion.

Though thefe are equally called fpi-

ritual gifts, they are not, as in the

firft cafe, the entire works of the fpi-

rit, but the calm co-operations of it

with our own endeavours j and are or-

dinarily what every fincere and well-

'difpofed chriftian has reafon to pray

for, and expecl: from the fame foun-

tain of ftrength, who has promifed

to give his holy fpirit to them that

afk it.

Fiom
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From this point, which is the true

doctrine of our church, the two par-

ties begin to divide both from it and

each other ; each of them equally

Misapplying thefe paffages of Scrip-

ture, and wrefting them to extremes

equally pernicious.

To begin with the firft ; of whom,

fliould you enquire the explanation

and meaning of this or of other texts,

wherein the affiftance of God's

grace and holy fpirit is implied as

neceflary to fanflify our nature, and

enable us to ferve and pleafe God ?

They will anfwer, That no doubt

all our parts and abilities are the gifts

of God, who is the original author

of our nature, and, of confequence,

of
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of all that belongs thereto. That as

by him we live, and move, and have our

being, we muft in courfe depend

upon him for all our actions whatfo-

ever, fmce we mud depend upon
him even for our life, and for every

moment of its continuance. That

from this view of our Hate and natu-

ral dependence, it is certain they will

fay, We can do nothing without his

help. But then they will add, that

it concerns us no farther as chriftians,

than as we are men j the fanclity of

our lives, the religious habits and

improvements of our hearts, in no

other fenfe depending upon God,

than the moft indifferent of our ac-

tions, or the natural exercife of any.

of the other powers he has given us.
;

Agree-
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Agreeably with this, that the fpi-

ritual gifts fpoken of in Scripture,

are to be underftood by way ofaccom-

modation, to figniry the natural or ac-

quired gifts of a man's mind
, fuch

as memory, fancy, wit and elo-

quence; which, In a ftricl: and phiio-

ibphical fenie, may be called
fpiri-.

tual j becaufe they tranfcend the

mechanical powers of matter, and

proceed more or lefs from the rati-

onal foul, which is a fpiritual fub-

ftance.

Whether thefe ought* in propriety,

to be called fpiritual gifts, I fhall not

contend, as it feems a mere difpute

about words ; but k is enough that

the interpretation cuts the knot, in-

VOL. VL K
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{lead of untying it ; and, befides, ex-

plains away all kind of meaning in

the above promiies. And the error

of them feems to arife, in the firft

place, from not diftinguifhing that

thefe fpiritual gifts, if they muft

be called fo, fuch as memory, fancy

and wit, and other endowments of

the mind, which are known by the

name of natural parts, belong merely

to us as men , and whether the dif-

ferent degrees, by which we excel

each other in them, arifc from a na-

tural difference of our fouls, or a

happier difpofition of the orga-

nical parts of us. They are fuch,

however, as God originally befcows

upon us, and with which, in a great

mcafure, we are fent into the world.

But
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But the moral gifts oftheHolyGhoPc,

which are more commonly called

the fruits of -the fpirir, cannot be

confined within this description

We come not into the world equipt

with virtues, as we do with talents ;

if we did, we mould come into

the world with that which robbed

virtue of its bed title both to prefent

commendation and future reward'.

The gift of cohtinency' depends" nor,

as thefe affirm, upon a mere cold heft

of the conftitudon or patience and

humility from an infenfibilky of it ;

but they are virtues infenfibly

wrought in us by the endeavours of

our own wills' arid concurrent influ-

ences of 'a gracious agent ; and the

religious improvements arifing from

K 2 thence,
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thence, are fo far from being the

effects of nature, and a fit difpo-

ficion of the fcveral parts and organi-

cal powers given us, that the con-

trary is true; namely, that the

ftream of our affections and appe-

tites but too naturally carry us the

other way. For this, let any man

lay his hand upon his heart, and re-

flect what has pad within him, in the

feveral conflicts of meeknefs, tem-

perance, chaftity, and other felf-dc-

nials, and he will need no better

argument for his conviction.

This hint leads ro the true anfwer

to the above mifmterpretation of the

text, That we depend upon God in

no other fenfe for our virtues, than

we
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v/e necefiarily do for every thing elfe ;

and that the fruits of the fpirit are

merely the determinations and efforts

of our own reafon, and as much

our own accomplifliments, ns any

other improvements are the effect or*

our own diligence and induftry.

This account, by the way> is oppo-

fite to the apoflle's ; who tells us,

It is God that worketh in us both to

do and will, of his good pleafure.

It is true, though we are born ig-

norant, we can make ourfelves fkiil-

ful ; we can acquire arts and icien-

ces by our own application and ftudy.

But the cafe is not the fame in re-

fpeft of goodnefs. We can acquire

arts and fciences, becaufe we lay

1C 3 uruJcr
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under no natural indifpofition or

backwardnefs to that acquirement.

For nature, though it be corrupt, yet.

ftill it is curious and bufy after know-

ledge. But it does not appear, thac

to goodnefs and fanctity of manners

\ve have the fame natural propenfity.

Lulls within, and temptations with-

out, fee up fo flrong a confederacy

againft it, as we are never able to fur-

mount by our own ftrength. How-

ever firmly we may think we ftand,

the belt of us are but upheld, and gra-

cioufly kept upright ; and whenever

this divine afiiftance is withdrawn,

or fufpendcd, nil hiftory, eipecially

the facred, is full of melancholy in-

flances of what man is, when God

leaves
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leaves him to himfelf, -that he is

even a thing of noughc.

"Whether ic was from a confcious-
>

experience of this truth in them-

felves, or fome traditions handed

from the Scripture account of it i

or that it was, in fome meaftire, de-

ducible from the principles of rea-

fon, in the writings of fome of the

\vifefb of the heathen philofophers,

we find the llrongeft traces of the

perfuafion cf God's afikting men to-

virtue and probity of manner's. One

of the greatett mafters of reafoning

amongft the ancients acknov/ledges,

that nothing great and exalted can

be atchieved, fine divino atHatu
-,

and Seneca, to the fame purpofe,

K 4 null a
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nulla mens bona fine deo ; rthat no

foul can be good without divine-

all'iftance. Now whatever comments'

may be put upon fuch pMftgc-s in

their writings, it is certain thole in

Scripture can receive no other, to be

confident with thcmfelves, than what

has been given. And though, in

vindication of human liberty, it is

as certain on ihe other hand, that .

education, precepts, examples, pious

inclinations, and practical diligence,

are great and meritorious advances

towards a religious ftate
-, yet the

ftate itfelf is got and finiihed by

God's grace ; and the concurrence

of his fprit upon tempers thus hap-

pily pre-difpoied, and honeftly ma-

king ufe of fuch fit means : and

unltrfa
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unlefs thus much is untlerftood from

them, the feveral exprefllons in

Scripture, where the offices of the

Holy Ghoft conducive to this end,

are enumerated ,
fuch as cleanfing,

guiding, rent-wing, comforting,

(lengthening and eftablifhing us,

are a fet of unintelligible words,

which may amufe, but can convey

little light to the understanding.

This is all I have time left to fay

at- prelent upon the firft error of

thofe, who, by too loofe an interpre-

tation of the gifts and fruits of the

fpirit, explain away the whole fenie

and meaning of them, and thereby

render not only the promifes, but

the comforts of them too, of none



138 S E R M O N XL

erFed. Concerning which error, I

have only to add this by way of ex-

tenuation of it, that I believe the

great and unedifying rout ma-de about

fonctification and regeneration in the

middle of the kit century, and

the enthufiaftic extravagancies into

which the communications of trie

ipirit have been carried by fo many
deluded or deluding people in this,

are two cf the great cauies which

have driven many a fober man into

the cppofite extreme, againft which

I have argued Now if the dread

of favouring too much of religion in

their interpretations has done this

ill fervice, let us enquire, on the

other hand, whether the affectation

of too much religion in the ether ex-
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treme, has not mifled others full as

far from truth, and further from the

re aIon and fobaety of the go 1pel,

than .the firfl.

I have already proved by Scripture

arguments, that the influence of the

holy fpirit of God is neceffary to-

render the imperfect facrifice' of our

obedience pleafing to our Maker.

He hath promifed to perfeft his

jtrcngth in our wsaknefs. With this,

afluranee we ought to be fatisfied j

efpecially fince our Saviour hath

thought proper to mortify all fcru-

pulous enquiries into operations of

this kind, by comparing them to the

wind, which Uoweth where it liftetb ,

and thou heareft the found thereof\ but

canft
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canft not tell whence it cvmettt, or whi-

ther it gceth :
-fo

is every one that is

born cf tlw fpirit. Let humble gra-

titude acknowledge the eftecl, un-

prompted by an idle curiofity to

explain the caufc.

We are told, without this afliftance,

we can do nothing-, we are told,

from the fame authority, we can do

all through Chrift that ftrengthens

us. We are commanded to work out

cur cison fahation with fear and trem-

bling. The reafon immediately fol-

lows ; for it is God that worketh in

yen, both to will and to do, of his own

gocd pleafure. From thefe, and many
other repeated paffages, it is evident,

that the afliftances of grace were not

intended
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intended to deftroy, but to co-operate

with the endeavours of man, and

are derived from God in the fame

manner as all natural powers. In-

deed, without this interpretation, how

could the Almighty addrefs himiclf

to man as a rational being ? how

could his actions be his own ? how

could he be confidered as a blame-

able or rewardable creature ?

From this account of the con-

fiilent opinions of a fober-minded

chriftian, let us take a view of the

miftaken enthufiaft. See him often-

tatioufly cloathed with the outward

garb of fan&ity, to attract the eyes

of the vulgar. See a chearful de-.

meanour*, the natural refulc of an,

3 eal
~y
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eafy and felf-applauding heart, ftu-

dioufly avoided as criminal. See his

countenance overfpread with a me-

lancholy gloom and defpondence ;

as if religion, which is evidently

calculated to make us happy in this

life as well as the next, was 'the

parent of fullennefs and difcontent.

Hear him pouring forth his pha-

rifaical ejaculations on his journey,

or in the ftreets. Hear him boaft-

ing of extraordinary communications

with the God of all knowledge, and

at- the fame time offending againft

the common rules of his own native

language, and ths plainer cli&ates

of common fenfe. Hear him arro-

gantly thank-ing his God, that he is

not as other men are ; and, with

more
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more than papal uncharitablenefs,

very liberally allotting the portion of

the damned, to every- chriftian whom

he, partial judge, deems lefs perfect

than himfelf to every chriftian

^ho is walking on in the paths of

duty vyith fober -vigilance, afpiring

to perfection by progrefiive attain-

ments, and ferioufly endeavour-

ing, through a rational faith in his

Redeemer, to make his calling and

election lure.

There have been no feels in the

chriftian world, however abfurd,

which have not endeavoured to fup-

port their opinions by arguments

drawn from Scripture, mifmter-

preted or mifapplied.

We
t
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We had a melancholy inftance of

this in our own country, in the la(t

century, \vhcn the church of

Chrift, as well as the government,

during that period of national con-

fufton, was torn alunder into various

lefts and factions ; when fome men

pretended to have Scripture pre-

cepts, parables, or prophecies to

plead, in favour of the moil impious

abfurdities that falfehood could ad-

vance. The fame fpirit which pre-

vailed arnongft the fanaticks, ;
feems

to have gone forth among thcfe

modern cmhufiafts. Faith, the dil~

tinguifhing chara&eriftick of a chrif-

tian, is defined by them not as a

rational afTcr: of the underilanding,

to truths which are eftablifhcd by

inciil-
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1-4-5

Indifputable authority, but as a vio-

lent perfuafion of mind, that they are.

inftantaneoufly become the children

of God that the whole fcore of

their fins is for ever blotted out;

without the payment of one tear of

repentance.
*

Pleafing 'doctrine' this

to the fears and*
1

paffions of -man-

kind !- promifmg fair to gain pro-

feiytes of the vicious and impenitent/

Pardons and indulgences' are the

great fupport of papal power ; bat

thefe- modern' empiricks in religion'

have improved upon 'the' "'fen erne,
"

pretending to have difcovereti' nn'-in"-
11

fallible noftriim for all incurables ;

'

fuch as will preferve
; them for ever.

-^And notwithftandfri'o; we have
C3

VOL. VI. L inftances
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indances ofnotorious offenders among
the warmeft advocates for finlcis per-

fection, the charm continues power-

ful. Did thefe vifionary notions of

an heated imagination tend only to

amufe the fancy, they might be

treated with contempt; but when

they depreciate all moral attain-

ments i when the fuo^eftions of .a* OO

frantic brain are b'aiphemoufly af-

cribed to the holy fpirit of God j

when faith.and divine love are placed

in oppofition .to practical virtues,

they then become the objects of aver-

fion. In one fenfe, indeed, many of

thefe deluded people demand our

Ifndereft compaflion, whofe diforder

is in the head rather than the heart :

and who call for the aid of a phy-

5 fician
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fician who can cure the diftempered

ftate of the body, rather than one

who may footh the anxieties of the

mind.

Indeed, in many cafes, they feeni

fo much above the fkill of either,

that unlefs God in his mercy rebuke

this fpirit of enthufiafm, which is

gone out amongft us, no one can

pretend to fay how far it may go, or

what mifchiefs it may do in thefe

kingdoms. Already it has taught us

as much blafphemous language >

and, if it goes on, by the famples

given us in their journals, will fill us

with as many legendary accounts of

vitions and revelations, as we have

formerly had from the church of

L 2 Rome,
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R ome. A nd for any fecurity we have

againft it, when time fhall ferve,

it may as effectually convert the pro-

fefibrs of it, even into popery itfelf,

confident with their own princi-

ples ; for they have nothing more

to do than to fay, that the fpirit

which infpired them, has fignified,

that the pope is infpired as well as

they, and confequently is infallible.

After which I cannot- lee how they

can poffibly
refrain going to mafs,

confiftent with their own principles.

Thus much for thefe two oppofue

errors ,
the examination of which

has taken up fo much time, that

I have little left to add, but to beg

of God, by the affiftance of his holy

6 fpirit,
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ipirit, to preferve us equally from

both extremes, and enable us to form

fuch right and worthy apprehenfions

of our holy religion, that it may
never fufFer, through the coolnefs of

our concept'ons of it, on one hand,

or the immoderate heat of them, on

the ocher j but that we may at all

times fee ir, as it is, and as it was

defigned by ks blefled Founder, as

the mod rational, fober and confident

inftitution that could have been

to the fons of men.

Now to God, &c.
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ECCLESIASTES xll. J^.

Let us bear the'conclujion of the whole

matter^ Fear GW, and keep his

commandments : for this is the whole

duty of man.

THE
wife man, in the beginning

of this book, had propofed it as

a grand query to be difcuficd, To

find out what was good for the fons of

men^ which they /hould do under the

beanenS) all the days of their lives ?

That is, what was the fitteft employ-

ment, and the chief and proper bufi-

nefs>
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nefs, which they mould apply them-

felvcs to in this world. And here,

in die text, after a fair difcuiTion of

the queftion, he afitrts it to be the

bufmefs of religion, the fearing

God, and keeping his command-

ments. This was the conclufion of

the whole matter, and the natural

refult of all his debates and enqui-

ries. And I am perfuaded, the

more obfervations we make upon

the (hort life of man, the more we

experience, and the longer trials

we have of the world, and the-

fcveral pretenfions it offers to our

happinefs, the more we fiuil be

engaged to think, like him, that

we can never find what we look for

in any other th'ng which we do under

the
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th heavens, except in that of duty ,

and obedience to God. In the courfe

of the wife man's examination of .this

point, we find a great many beau-

tiful reflections upon human affairs,

all tending to illuftrate theconclufion

he draws , and as they are fuch as are

apt to offer themfelves to the thoughts

of every ferious and confiderate man,

I cannot do better than renew the

impreffions, by retouching the prin-

cipal arguments of his difcourle,

before I proceed to the general ufe

and application of the whole.

In the former part of his book he

had taken into his confideration thofe

leveral {tares of life to which men

ufually apply themfelves for happinefs ;

firfr,
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firft, learning, wifdom i next,

mirth, jollity and pleafure; then

power and greatnefs, riches and pof-

feffions. All of which are fo far from

anfwering the end for which they were

at firft purfued, that, by a great va-

riety of arguments, he proves them

feverally to be fo many fere travels

which God had given to tbe fons cf men

to be exercised therewith \ and infcead

of being any, or all of them, our pro-

per end and employment, or fuffi-

cient to our happinefs, he makes it

plain, by aferies of obfervations upon

the life of man, that they are ever

likely to end with others where they

had done with him
-,

that is, in va-

nity and vexation of fpirit.

Then
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Then he takes notice of the feve-

ral accidents of life, which perpetu-

ally rob us of what little fweets the

fruition of thefe objects might feem

to promife us, both with regard to

our endeavours and our perfons in

-this world.

ill, With regard to our endea-

vours, he (hews that the moft likely-

ways and means are not always effec-

tual for the attaining of their end ;.
C?

that, in general, the utmofb that' O '

human councils and prudence can

provide for, is to take care, when

they contend in a race, that they be

fwificr than thofe who run againft

them ; or when they are to fight a

.battle, that they be flronger than

thofe
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thofe whom they are to encounter.

And yet .afterwards, in the ninth

chapter, he obferves, that the race is

not to the fwift, nor the battle to the

ftrong.-,
neither yet bread to the

wife, nor yet riches to men of un-

derftanding, nor favour to men of

ikill , but time and chance happens

to them all. That there are fecret

workings in human affairs, which

over-rule all human contrivance, and

counterplot the wifeft of our coun-

cils, in fo ftrange and unexpected a

manner, as to caft a damp upon our

bed fchemes and warmcfl endea-

vaijrs.

And then, for thofe accidents to

which our perfons are -as liable as our

labours,
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labours, he obferves thefe three

things-, firfr, the natural infirmities

of our bodies, which alternately lay

us open to the fad changes of pain,

and ficknefs
-, which, in the fifth

chapter, he fliles wrath and forrow,;

under which, when a man lies lan-

guifhing, none of his worldly enjoy-

ments will fignify much. Like one

that fmg'eth fongs with a heavy heart,

neither mirth, nor power, nor

riches, (hall afford him eafe, nor

will all their force be able fo to ftay

the ftroke of nature, but -that be

/jail be cut off in tie midjl of bis days^

and then all kis thoughts peri/h. Or

elfe, what is no uncommon fpec-

incle, in the midft of all his luxury,

he may wafte away the greatell part

of
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of his life with much wearinefs and

anguifli , and with the long torture of

an unrelenting difeafe, he may \vifli

himfelf to go down into the grave,

and to be let at liberty from all his

poffeffions, and all his mifery, at the

fame time.

2dly, If it be fuppofed, that by

the ftrength of fpirits, and the natu-

ral chearfuinefs of a man's temper,

he mould efcape thefe, and I'rce many

years, and rejoice in them al!
y which

is not the lot of many ; yet, he tnttft

remember the days of darkncfs ; that

is, they who devote themfclves to a

perpetual round of mirth and plea-

fure, cannot fo manage matters as
7 O

to avoid the thoughts of their future
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)
and the anxiety about what (hall

become of them hereafter, when they

are to depart out of this world ;

that they cannot fo crowd their heads,

and fill up their time with other

matters, but that the remembrance

of this will fometimes be uppermost,

and thruft itfelf upon their minds

whenever they are retired and ferious.

And as this will naturally prefenc

to them a dark profpect of their fu-

ture happinefs, it muft, at the fame

time, prove no fmall damp and allay

tp what they would enjoy at prefent.

But, in the third
place, fuppofe a

man mould be able to avoid ficknefs,

and to put the trouble of thefe

thoughts likewjfe far from him, yet

VOL. VI. M there
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there is fomething elfe which he

cannot pofiibly decline ; old age

will unavoidably fteal upon him, with

all the infirmities of it, when (as

he exprefies it) the grinders frail be

few, and appetite ceafes ; when tbofe

ivho look out of the windows Jhall be

darkned, and the keepers of the hcufe

frail tremble. When a man mail

become a burden to himfelf, and to

Vis friends ; when, perhaps, thofe

of his neareft relations, wh^in he hath

mod obliged by kindnefs, mall think

it time for him to depart, to creep

off the ftage, and make room for fuc-

"ceeding generations.

And then, after a little funeral pomp
of m:urners going about the ftreets,

a man



a man fhall be buried out of the

way, and in a year or two be as

much forgotten, as if he had never

exifted. For there is no remem-

brance (fays he) of the wife more

than the fool ; feeing that which

now is, in the days to come, fhall

be forgotten -, every day producing

fomethmg which feems new and

ftrange, to take up men's talk and

wonder, and to drown the memory
of former perfons and adions.

And I appeal to any rational

man, whether thefe are not fome

of the mod material refle&ions

about human affairs, which oc-

cur to every one who gives him-

felf the leaft leifure to think about

M 2 them?
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them ? Now, from all thefe pre-

mifes put together, Solomon infers

this fhort conclufion in the text,

That to fear God, and keep his

commandments, is the whole of

man ; that, to be ferious in the

matter of religion, and careful about

our future ftates, is that which, after

all our other experiments, will be

found to be our chief happinels,

our greateft intereft, our greateft

wifdom, and that which moft of all

deferves our care and application.

This muft ever be the lafl refult, and

the upfliot of every wife man's ob-

fervations upon all thefe tranfitory

things, and upon the vanity of their

feveral pretences to our well- being;

and we may depend upon it, as

9 an



SERMON XII. 165

an everlafting truth, that we can

never find what we feek for in any

other courfe, or any other object,

but this one ; and the more we

know and think, and the more expe-

rience we have of the world, and of

ourftlves, the more we are convinced

of this truth, and led back by it

to reft our fouls upon that God from

whence we came. Every con fide-

ration upon the life of man tends to

engage us to this point, to be in

earneit in the concernment of reli-

gion -,
to love and fear God; to

provide for cur true intereft, and

do ourfdves the moil effectual fer-

vice, by devoting ourfelves to him,

and always thinking of him, as

M 1,'.-:
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he is the true and final happinefs of

a reafonable and an immortal
fpirit.

And indeed one would think it

next to impoffible, did not the com-

mon nefs of the thing take off from

the wonder, that a man who thinks

at all, ihould let his whole life be

a contradiction to fuch obvious re-

flections.

The vanity and emptinefs of

-worldly goods and enjoyments, the

.fhortnefs and uncertainty of life,

the unalterable event hanging over

-our heads, that, in a few days, we

muft all of us go to that place from

whence we Jhatt not return ; the cer-

.tainty of this, the uncertainty of

the



SERMON XII. 167

the time when, the immortality of

the foul, the doubtful and mo-

mentous ifiues of eternity, the ter-

rors of damnation, and the glorious

things which are fpoken of the city

of God, are meditations fo obvious,

and fo naturally check and block

up a man's way, are fo very.intereft-

ing, and, above all, fo unavoidable,

that it is aftonilhing how it was pof-

fible, at any time, for mortal man

to have his head full of any thing

cife ? And yet, was the fame perfon

to take a view of the ftate of the

world, how flight an obfervation

would convince him, that the won-

der lay, in fafr, on the other fide ;

and that, as wifely as we all dif-

courfe, and philofophize ds contemptu.

M 4 mundi
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mundi & fuga faculi ; yet, for one

who really acts in the world con-

fident with his own reflections upon

it, that there are multitudes who

feem to take aim at nothing- hio-her;O O *

and, as empty a thing as it is, are

fo dazzled with, as to think it meet

to build tabernacles of reft upon

it> and fay, // is good to be here.

Whether, as an able enquirer into

this paradox gueffes, whether it

is, that men do not heartily believe

fuch a thing as a future ft ate of hap*.

pinefs and miiery, or if they do,

that they do not .actually aav, fcri-

oufly confidcr ir, but iuiTer it to

lay dormant and unactive within

them,* and fo are as little affected

with it, as if, in truth, they believed
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jt not ;- or whether they look upon

it through that end of the petfpec-

tive which reprcfents as afar off,

and fo are more forcibly drawn by

the nearer, though the lefTer, Icad-

ftone ; whether thefe, or whatever

other caufe may be affigned for it,

the obfervation is inconteftibie, that

the bulk of mankind, in pafimg

through this vale of mifery, ufe it

not asaivdllto refrefhand allay, but

fully to quench and fatisfy their thirft ;

minding (or as the Apoftle fays),

relilhing earthly things, making

them the end and fum-total of their

defires and wifnes, and, in one

word, loving this world ju-ft
as

they are commanded to love God ;

that
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that is, with all their heart., with all

their foul, with all their mind and

ftren^th. But this is not the ftrangeftO D

part of this paradox. A man mall

not only lean and reft upon the

world with his whole ftrefs, but,

in many inftances, mail live notori-

oufly bad and vicious ; when he is

reproved, he fhall feem convinced -

y

when he is obferved, he fhall be

afhamed j when he purfues his fin,

he will do it in the dark , and

when he has done it, fhall even be

difTatisficd with himfelf: yet ftill,

this fhall produce no alteration in

his conduct. Tell him he fhall one

day die ; or bring the event ftill

^ and mew, thar, according to

the
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the ccurfe of nature, he cannot pof-

fibly live many years, he will figh,

perhaps, and tell you, he is conr

vinced of that, as much as reafon

and experience can make him :

proceed and urge to him, that after

death comes judgment, and that he

will certainly there be dealt with by

a juft God according to his actions ;

he will thank God he is no deift,

and tell you, with the fame grave

face, he is thoroughly convinced

of that too; and as he believes,

no doubt, he trembles too : and

yet after all, with all this conviction

upon his mind, you will fee him ftill

perfevere in the fame courfe, and

commit his fin with as certain an

event
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event and refolution, as if he knew

no argument againft it. Thefe no-

tices of things, however terrible and

true, pafs through his understanding

as an eagle through the air, that

leaves no path behind.

So that, upon the whole, inftead

of abounding with occafions to fee us

ferioufly on thinking, the world

might difpenfe with many more calls

of this kind ; and were they feven

times as many as they are, confider-

ing what infufncient ufe we make of

thofe we have, all, I fear, would be

little enough to bring theie things to

our remembrance as often, and en-

gage us to lay diem to our hearts

with
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with that affectionate concern, which

the weight and intereft of them re-

quires at our hands. Sooner or later,

the moft inconfiderate of us all fhall

find, with Solomon, that to do this

effectually, is the whole of man.

And I cannot conclude this dif-

courfe upon his words better than

with a fhort and earned exhortation,

that the folemnity of this feafon,

and the meditations to which it is de-

voted, may lead you up to the true

knowledge and practice of the fame

point, of fearing God and keeping

his commandments, and convince

you, as it did him, of the indifpen-

fable neceffity of making that the

bufmefs
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bufmefs of a man's life, which is the

chief end of his being, the eternal

happinefs and falvation of his foul.

Which may God grant, for the

fake of Jefus Chrift. Amen.

END OF VOL. VI.
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