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ADVERTISEMENT.

TiHE following Ser.moxs, by Prefident Davies,

have already been honoured with a high degree of

public approbation. The fale of four imprefTions in

the courfe of a few years, fuperadded to the prefent

demand and known value of the Work, fuggefted to

the Publifher that a fifth Editioti might be printed

with a probability of fuccefs. The contents of the

former editions, in five, are here printed complete in

three volumes, with the addition of three Occafional

Sermons \ which will doubtlefs be very acceptable to

the admirers of this valuable Author. Thus, it may

be truly faid, the price is reduced, and the value of

the Work confiderably enhanced.

A few Biographical Anecdotes of the Author are

prefixed to the prefent volumes, from which we may

colled that his principles and praflices were equally

exemplar)'.
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Preface to thejirjl Edition*

AN epiftolary correfpondence commenced between
the Rev. Mr. Samuel Davies and myfelf, in the

year 1752, and was continued till the time of his de-

ceafe.

When I began the intercourfe with him, I could not

entertain any very probable hopes that we iliould ever

have an interview in our v/orld, but Mr. Davies's vifit

to Great-Britain^ in the year 1753, with that venera-

ble man the Rev. Mr. Gilbert Tennent^ of Philadelphia,

to folicit benefadions for the college of New-Jerfe)\
gave me a pleafure beyond all reafonable expe6lation

;

and the friendfhip which was kindled at the difiance of

feveral thoufand miles from each other, was increafed by
free and frequent converfes during the time, almoft a

year, of Mr. Davies''^ refidence on this fide the Atlantic.

After his departure from our country to America^ I

received feveral letters from Mr. Davies^ and had the

honour ofbeing numbered among his particular friends,

to whom he communicated the very fecrets of his

bofom. ^
In a letter, dated September 12, 1757, Mr. Davies

(at that juncture fcarce recovered from a violent and
dangerous fever) thus writes to me :

" I want to live

" after I am dead, not in name, but in public ufeful-

" nefs : I was therefore about to order in my will that

" all my notes, which are tolerably full, might be fent
*' to you to correal and publiih fuch of them as you
" might judge conducive to the public good. Pray,
" what do you think of the projedl, if the like occafion,

" fhould return while you are among mortals ?"

"What anfwer I gave to my friend's propofal I can-

not exadly recoiled, but I am perfuaded that my af-

B fedion



11 PREFACE.
feflion to him would not permit me to put a negative
upon his requert.

On the 4th oi February^ i76i> this excellent man
v/as by a violent fever removed from our world : and,

though he died univerfally lamented, yet, as he had an

uncommon intereil in my affedlion while living, fo his

deceafe opened the fprings of the moft affllding forrow

in my breaft, and perhaps I may truly apply, with a

litde variation, the words of the Poet^

Mtiltis ilk jlebilis occidit^

Nulli flebilior ouam mihi,—
HoRAT. Od. Lib. I. Od. 24.

But, though the prophet Is afcended, his mantle is \t{t

behind. A very confiderable number of his Sermons
has been tranfmitted to me, and thence I have feleded

what were fufEcient to compofe the enfuing volumes.

As the Sermons which I now lay before the public

v/ere Mr. Davies's ufual popular difcourfes, it may na-

turally be fuppofed that they required patient and accu-

rate revifal in order to their publication -, and that the

Editor^ If he would difcharge his duty as he ought,

muft find himfelf under the neceffity of making fome
occafional alterations and amendments as to the lan-

guage, and efpecially of adjufting the pointing. Thefe
liberties I have taken, and have endeavoured to execute

my trull In the fame manner which I have reafon to

think Mr. Davm, if he had been living,' would have

approved and commicnded ; and In which I fhould wifh

my own Sermons, fhould I leave any behind me wor-

thy of the public view, might be corrected and fent

Into the world.

They who knew and heard Mr. Davies will need no

further proof than the perufal of the difcourfes them-

felves that they are the real produdllons of the author

to whom they are afcribed. The fun fhews himfelf

to be the fun by the very beams with which he irradi-

ates and enlivens mankind, and is eafily diilingulihed

from other luminaries by his furpaffing luftre.

The



P R E F A C E. iii

The Sermons I have chofen for publication ftriftly

anfwcr the Advert!fs-ment in the Proposals for printing

them i namely, Sermons on the mofi useful and impor-
ta>;t Subje^s^ adapted to the Family and Closet.

The reader will meet with no difcourfes in thefe vo-

lumes but what are calculated for general ufe, or fuch

as relate to the common conditions, duties, and in-

tereils o^ mankind in one form or another ; and in how
many of them has both the Saint and the Sinner ^.portion

of 7neat provided for him ? May it prove a portion in

due feafon ! and may both the one and the other rife

from the facred feail: divinely ftrengthened and bleHed !

Amidft an attention to the very numerous and im-

portant duties of my feveral departments in life, the

additional weight of a due preparation of Three Vo-
lumes of pofthumous difcourfes for the eye of the pub-
lic, and of the careful reviews of the proof-fheets as

they came from the prefs, has taken up no fmall por-

tion of my time, and been no inconiiderable acceffion

to my conftant labours ; but I have moft chierfully de-

voted both my hours and my toils to the very valuable

purpofcs—of fulfilling the defires of my dear friend

Mr. DavieSj which I own have a kind of irrefiftible

pov/er over me-,—of contributing, as I would hope, to

the fpiritual benefit of rny fellow-heirs of immortality,

by putting into their hands a colledtion of very pious

and ufeful Sermons ;—and, of affifting and comforting

the mournful -widow and orphans of a friend who was

as dear to me as a brother.

I take the liberty of returning thanks, in the name
of Mrs. DavieSj (for to her only the profits of the pub-

lication fhall be applied) to the numerous Subscribers

to the work •, and I hope they will find themfelves am-
ply recompenced for their benevolence to the widow
and fatherlefs, by the facred advantage and pleafure

they and their families will receive in the perufal of
thcfe difcourfes ; in which piety and genius feem to

have vied v/ith each other which ihouid excel, and

triumph in the fupericr glory.
"'

^ Notwith-
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Notwithftanding all the time and pains the prefent

work has coft me, and the ftrong fenfe I have that a

like proportion of both would be required in the exe-

cution of a like undertaking, yet I beg leave to afiure

the public, that, as I have a large number of Mr.
Davies's manufcript Sermons ftill in my hands, I fliall

be ready (health being continued to me) to revife and

publifh the Author's remaining difcourfes, whenever

there fhall be an encouraging profpecl of benefit to

Mrs. DnvieSj or her orphans, by a frefli publication,

yfj io vifit^ or relieve, the fatherlefs and the widow ht

their affii5fion^ is an eflential branch of chriftian duty,

fo it is a duty I truft will never be wanting, whenever

an opportunity offers for exemplifying it, from my firft

regards and pradice.

Mr. Davies annexed to fome of his Sermons Hymn's

of his own compofition. Had this been uniformly the

cafe they might have accompanied his Difcourfes to the

prefs, but as it is not, I have omitted them-, but, if

death or Incapacity prevent not my defign, I intend

hereafter to colled what Hymns of his have fallen into

my hands, and publifli them together with fome of my
own on the like occafions.

I have prefixed to thefe Volumes a Sermon upon

the death ofour Author by that excellent man the Rev.

Dr. Samual Fiuley, Mr. Davies's fucceffor to the prefi-

dency of New-Jerfey College : I have alfo re-publiflied

the Difcourfe I preached to my people the next Lord's

dav after I received the diftreffing news of Mr. Davies's

deceafe-, and have ventured to add an Elegiac Poem
to the memory of my dear friend -, in which if the rea-

der finds not a vein of poefy worthy of the fubjed, yet

he will not, I prefume, be difpleafed at the efforts,

however languid and inadequate, of bereaved mourn-

ing friendfhip to do honour to the charader of a perfon

fo amiable and deferving.

The idea I have given of our Author in my Ser-

mon, and particularly in my Poem, and above all, the

juil

* James, i. 27.



PREFACE. V

juft and lively, the ftrong and elegant pidure which
Dr. Finley has exhibited of him in his difconrfe upon
his death, render it unneceflary to enlarge this Preface

with an account of Mr. Davies^s merit and accomplifh-

ments •, I fhall therefore only add, that I moft fincere-

Jy wifh that young minifters more efpecially would pe-

rufe thefe Volumes with the deepeft attention and feri-

oufnefs, and endeavour, in conjundlion with earneft

prayer for divine illumination and afliftance, to form
their difcourfes according to the model of our Author

;

in which, if I miftake not, a critical Scrutiny into the

facred Texts which hechoofes for his fubjefts, a natu-

ral Edudion and clear Reprefentation of their genuine

meaning, an elaborate and fatisfadtory Proof of the

various heads of dodrine, a fteady Profecution of his

point, together with an eafy and plain, but yet ftrong

and pertinent Enlargement, and a free, animated, and
powerful Application and Improvement, wonderfully

adapted to awaken the confciences, and ftrike the

hearts of both faints and finners, mingle the various

excellencies of learning, judgment, eloquence, piety,

and feraphic zeal, in one uncommon glory; not unlike

the beams of the fun colleded by a burning glafs, that

at onceihine with a moft dazzling brightnefs, and fet

lire, wherever the blaze is directed, to obje<5ls fufcep-

tive of their celeftial influence, and a transformation

into their own nature.

THOMAS GIBBONS.

Hoxton-Square, Nov. 14, 1765.
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ROMANS, xlv. 7, 8.

For none of us liveth to himfelf, and no man dieth to him-

felf. For zvhether we live, we live unto the Lord j

or whether we die, we die unto the Lord : whether we
live therefore^ or die, we are the Lord's.

AS the very dear and reverend man, whofe prema-
ture and unexpefted death, we, amongft thou-

lands, this day lament, expreffed his defire, that, upon
this mournful event, a Sermon fhould be preached

from thefe words, he plainly intimated his expedation,

that the audience fhould be entertained, not with an

ornamented funeral Oration, but with fuch an inftruc-

tive difcourfe as the text itfelf naturally fuggefts. The
fubjeft being his own choice, I cannot doubt but this

friendly audience will the more clofely and ferioufly

attend, as conceiving him, though dead, yet fpeaking to

them the folemn truths it contains. For having been

admitted into the full knowledge of his religious prin-

ciples, 1 may prefume on fpeaking many of the fenti-

ments he intended from this text, though not in his

more fublime and oratorial manner.

When I reflect on the trulv chriflian, generous, yet

jiri5l Catholicijm that diftinguifhes this whole chapter,

and how deeply it was imprinted on Mr. Davies^s own
fpirit, and influenced the courfe of his life, I am ready

to conclude, that perhaps no text could be more aptly

chofen on the occaf.on. It exprefles the very temper

that fhould be predominant m all, and which adlually

is fo in every pious breaft.

That we may apprehend the fcope and genuine fenfe

of the words, it is neceflary to obferve, that warm
debates at that time arofe between the Jewijh and Gen-

tile converts, about the difference of meats and days

eftablifhed by the Mojaic law; and, fo fharp v/as the

contention, that they were mutually difpofed to exclude

each other from chrlftian communion. The Gentile

^

- C being
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being under no bias from the powerful prejudices of'

education and cuftom, was fooner and eafier convinced

of his freedom from that yoke of bondage^ and defpifed

the Jew as weak to admiration, and fcrupulous to a

fault. The 'Jew^ on the other hand, perfuadcd that

thefe ancient divine inftitutions were ftill obligatory,

cenfured and condemned the Gentile as inconfcientious,

and profanely regardlefs of God's awful authority.

The Apoftle, in order to quell the growing ftrife,

maturely determines that, though the Gentile held the

right fide of the queftion, yet both parties were wrong
as to their temper of mind, and the manner in which
they managed the controverfy •, and that they laid an

undue llrefs on the matters of difference, and carried

their cenfures higher than the merits of the eaufe would
at all juftify. He therefore recommends moderation

to both, and fets before them fufficient reafons why
they fhould judge of each other more charitably, fince

they agreed in all thofe principal points that would juft-

ly denominate them " the fervants of the Lord.'* For
if they would reckon it a bold intrufion to call before

their tribunal, condemn, and punifh another man^sfer-

vants over whom they had no legal authority; how
much more arrogant and prefumptuous muft it be fo

to treat a fervant of the Lord ? 'uer. 4.

Again, let; them be fo candid as to perfuade them-
felves, that, unlefs the contrary be evident, they who
differ from them, miftaken or not, are influenced by a

confcientious regard to the divine glory, ver. 6. This

admitted, their perfonal cenfures will neceffarily be mil-

der, even though their judgment of the points in de-

bate continue unaltered ; and this muft be admitted, if

they can charitably judge, that their refpedtive oppo-

nents are real chriftians : for in all fuch the governing

principle is, " not to live to themfelves, but to the
*' Lord. For none of us liveth to himfelf, and no
*' man dieth to himfelf. For whether we live, we live

" unto the Lord; or whether we die, we die unto
" the Lord : whether we live therefore, or die, we

" are-
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** are the Lord's.'* Now, if no pious perfon lives

merely to pleafe himfelf, we ought not to judge that his

averfion from, or attachment to certain meats and days,

arifes only from a felfifli humour : but, on the contrary,

fince his whole life is governed by an honeft regard to

the will of God, it is altogether credible that, in his

different condudl refpeding meats and days, he ads
from the fame principle ; for whatever is true of the

general, is alfo true of all the particulars contained un-

der it. Suppofe a man to be a real Chriftian, you then

fuppofe him to be of an upright heart, of a tender

confcience, and one who dares not to negled, nor live

in contradiction to known duty. He makes it his main
bufinefs to pleafe God, and fhall we be implacably dif-

gufted becaufe he does not rather endeavour to pleafe

us .^ God forbid.

Thus, while our text affords a convincing argument

for moderation in judging of other Chriftians, who
differ from us in circumftantials, it teaches us what
ihould be the. principle and endoi our life, and that both

vegatively and pofttively. We may not live nor die to

©urfelves, but to the Lord.
L " We may not live to ourfelves.'*

This propofition fuppofes, what is a demonftrable

truth, that we are not the abfolute proprietors, and

therefore have not the rightful difpofal of our lives.

For fince we could exert no kind of efficiency in bringr

jng ourfelves from nothing into exiftence, we could not

polTibly defign ourfelves for any end or purpofe of our

pwn. Hence it is evident, that, whofe property foever

we are, we belong not to ourfelves ; confequently, it

;s the higheft indecency to behave as though we were

accountable to none other. As rationally may we claim

felf-exiftencc and independence. Jt will, therefore, be

an eternal folecifm in adion to aim chiefly at our own
glory, feek only our own things^ or purfue moft eagerly

Gur own pleafures. Right reafon itfelf peremptorily

denies that the dictates of our own minds are our fu-

preme rule of condud, or that our ov/n will is our law

;

much



xii A Funeral Sermon

much lefs may we fubjed ourfelves to the government

of blind paffions, or indulge to irregular appetites.

¥/e are not at liberty, nor have we any authority to

employ either the members of our bodies, or powers

of our fouls, at pleafure, as if we had originally de-

iigned their ufe. Hence it will appear criminal, on
the one hand, to wafte our time, or expend our ftrength

in ufelefs exercifes; and, on the other, to allow an idle

negligence of neceflary bufinefs. Our tongues them-r

felves, thofe unruly members^ muft be patient of re-

Itraint ; for it is the language only of haughty rebels to

fay, " Our lips are our own, who is Lord over us V\a)
Our very thoughts are to be confined within prefcribed

limits, and all our rational powers Jlatedly exercifed,

not in merely curious and amuiing refearches, but in

matters the mofl: ufeful and important.

It alfo follows, that the produft of our a6tivity,

whatever is acquired by the exertion of thefe powers,

ought not to terminate in ourfelves. Are we in pur-

fuit of learning, that ornament of human minds, it

fhould not be with a view only to fhine more confpicu-

ous, but that we may ferve our generation to better

advantage. Has God blefled " the hand of the dili-

'' gent" with abundant riches ^ We are not to confi-

der them as the means of gratifying vanity, or " ful-

" filling the defires of the flefh, and of the mind ;'* for

we muft " honour the Lord with our fubftance.'Y^J

Has God clothed any of us with power ? This is not

a difcharge from his fervice, nor a freedom from fub-

jedlion to his laws, but a ftronger obligation to duty, as

it gives us an opportunity of more extenfive ufefulnefs.

Finally, fince we were not the authors of our lives,

we can have no right to take them away. We have no

povy'er to determine, either the time or kind of death,

any more than we can ward off, or fufpend its blow

vvflien commiffioned to deftroy. Therefore, amidft all

the miferies that can make life itfelf an infupportable

burden, and all the glorious profpeds that can make
U3

(a) Plalm xii. 4. {h) Pro7. iii. 9.
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us impatiently pant for diflblution, it muft be our de-

terminate purpofe, that " all the days of our appointed
" time, we will wait till our change comQ."(c)

As thefe particulars, examined by the ftrideft rea-

{bn, will all appear to be immediate confequences from
felf-evident principles, and muft all be confefled by
him, who acknowledges that " he is not his own lord
" and mafter •," it will follow as an evident truth, that
'* the evangelical duty of felf-deniai is founded on the
" everlafting reafon of things."

Refleding farther on the preceding obfervations,

they force upon us the difagreeable convidlion, that our
whole race has revolted from God, and rifen up in re-

bellion againft him. " The world evidently lies in
*' wickednefs j" for the allowed pradice of men fup--

pofes principles, which, they themfelves being judges,

muft confefs to be palpably falfe and abfurd. They adt

as if they believed they were made for themfelves, and

had no other bufinefs in life but the gratification of their

refpedive humours. One exerts all his powers, and

fpends all his time in nothing elfe but endeavouring ta

amafs heaps of worldly treafure : another, by riotous

living, difperfes what had been colleded with anxious

care and afliduous labour. Some live in malice and

envy, whofe favourite employ is calumny and wrathful

contentions, as if they had been created for no other

end but to be the pefts of fociety : others blafpheme

the name of God, defpife his authority, mock at reli-

gion, and ridicule ferious perfons and things. One has

no other purpofe in life but fport and merriment : ano-

ther eats to gluttony, and drinks to befottednefs. Yet
all thefe, and namelefs ranks of other daring offenders,

would be afhamed in a chriftian country to profefs it as

their ferious belief, that they were made by a moft wife,

holy, and righteous God, preferved, blefted, and load-

ed with benefits everyday, on purpofe that they " might
" work all thefe abominations," or, in order to livejuft

as they do.

If,

{c) Job, xiv. 14.
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If, then, It is confefTedly impious and unreafonablc to

live to ourfehes^ it neceffarily follows that we are the

property of another, for it will ever be ^^ lawful for one
" to do what he will v/ith his own." And whofe cari

we be but his who gave us exiftence? Or, if ties of

gratitude can more powerfully influence ingenuous

minds than even thofe of nature, who can fojuflly claim

us as He, ** who, as we hope, loved us, and wafhed us

" from our fins in his own blood V'(d) This leads me
to obferve,

II. That we thouid " live and die to the Lord.'*

This can admit of no debate •, for if our Maker and

Redeemer be our rightful owner, then whatever we
are, or have, or can do, muft be for him. Being his

^rv^nts, we rauft " fhew all good fidelity'* in his bu-

finefs. The talents with which he has entrufted us,

more or fewer, or of whatever kind, may not be return-

ed without improvement ; for, as is fit and proper, he
" requires his own with ufury.'Y^j He is our King,

whofe prerogative it is to dire<5l our courfe of a6tion,

and propofe the end at which we are to aim •, to " mete
" out the bounds of our habitation," and carve our por-

tion-, and it becomes us to give the moft ready and

cheerful obedience to his commands, and fubmit to all

his difpofals.

Our living thus to the Lord plainly fuppofes our be-

ing fenfible of our entire dependence on him, and that

"we devote ourfelves to his fervice. We muft " prefent

" our bodies a living facrifice,"C/) without referve or

hefitation -, and " avouch the Lord to be our God, to

'' walk in his ways, and to keep his ftatutes, and judg-
*' ments, and commandments, and to hearken to his

" voice."C^j We bind ourfelves to him in a firm co-

venant, not for a limited term of months and years,

but for ever and ever, and acquiefce in Him as our chief

The
good.
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*rhe folemnity of fuch an infinitely important tranf-

adion between the glorious majefty ofheaven, and fuch

mean creatures as we, who are " but duft and afhes,'*

cannot but ftrike us with reverential awe. And what
will make it yet more humbling is the confideration of
our guilt. We not only as Creatures take upon us to

fpeak unto the Lord our Maker, but as Criminals ap-

proach to the feat of our offended and moft righteous

Judge. Dare we then trifle, and not rather be moft
ferious and deliberate? Reflefting that we are in the

prefence of the heart-fearching God will naturally make
us watchful over every thought and motion of our
fpirits, and engage us to the greatest linceriry in furren-

dering to him our all. We will give him our hearts

themfelves j keep nothing back •, nor except againfl any
terms he fhall pleafe to propofe, but yield at difcretion.

On this occafion a confcioufnefs of our having revolt-

ed from him, neglefted his fervice, purloined his goods,

and, in every refpedl, behaved moft ungratefully and
undutifully, will affedl us with the moft genuine forrow.

Therefore, when repentant we return to him, we fhall,

covered with fhame, approach with the Prodigal's felf-

abafing confefTion, " Father! I have finned againft
*' heaven, and in thy fight, and am no more worthy to

" be called thy fon."(/^) He will " furely hear us be-
" moaning ourfelves, like Ephraim^^* that we have too

long wrought the will of the flefh, and fuffered " other
*' ufurping lords to have dominion over us •," but now
D^e humbly beg forgivenefs, his gracious acceptance of
our perfons, and admiflion into his family, fhould it be

only on trial, " as hired fervants."

But though our fins have made us vile, and the view
of their odious nature makes us " loathe ourfelves in

" our own fight," yet a convidion of the free grace

and mercy of God in Christ will comfort and encou-

rage our dejecfted and diffident hearts. The cords of
love will draw us nearer and nearer, until we fhall af-

fume an humble " boldnefs, to enter into the holieft of
" all

{h) Luke, XV. 1 8.
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" all by the blood of Jesus."(/) Sacred love, and a

grateful fenfe of the unmerited favours of our God will

now difpofe us to, and animate us in the performance

of every duty. Religion will be our chofen courfe, and

the commandments of God will be fo far from being

burdenfome to us, that we fhall rejoice in them, and

delight in " doing the things that pleafe him.'* Our
whole time will be confecrated to his fervice: no part

of it can be fpared for flefhly indulgencies, or finful

pleafures, but will be employed either in fome pofitive

duty, or in preparation for it in the proper feafon.

This religious bent of mind will manifeft itfelf in all

our conduft, and give even common adions a different

diredlion. If we attend our ordinary callings, we fhall

be acflive and diligent, not in order to gratify an earthly

temper, but from an obediental regard to fupreme au-

thority. When our fpirits flag through intenfe appli-

cation tobufinefs, and recreation becomes neceffary, our

very diverfions will be confidered as our duty, and fo as

a branch of our religion : and as they will always be in-

nocent in their nature, fo they will be no otherwife re-

garded than as means to fit us for the repetition of our

work. If our friends or country demand our fervice,

we fhall not give place to felfifhnefs and indolence, but,

as lovers of God and men, generoufly exert ourfelves

for the common good. Thus will our whole life be re-

ligion, upon fuch a fincere, entire, and affecflionate de-

dication of ourfelves to the Lord. And fuch as is our

courfe fo will be its end. When the date of time is

concluded we Hiall alfo " die to the Lord.'* This in

general imports, our living under the rational, affe6t-

ing impreflion of our diflblution, and appearing before

God, and our conftant endeavours after a6lual prepara-

tion to enjoy him for ever. Then, upon the approach

of death, we fhall confidently " commit our fpirits into

" his hands," recommend his ways to furvivors, and

glorify him with our dying breath.

But,

{/) Heb. X. 19.
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But, on the other hand, if our lives are not thus

confecrated to our God, v/e cannot be fuppofed to per-

form any duty in an acceptable manner, as the requifite

principle and end are wanting. He, to v/liom the fe-

cret fprings of aiflion are all obvious, will not, cannot

accept pretended fervices ; nor be pleafed with tlie

" blind and the lame for facrifice," when the beft are

efteemed too good for him. To compliment him with
our lips, when we refufe to give him our hearts, will

be judged fimilar to the conduct of thofe, who " bowed
" the knee in derifion," and in clerifion faid, " Hail

!

" King of the Jews !" He, " with whom we have
" to do," cannot be deceived, nor will be mocked.
He requires " Truth in the inward parts," which can-'

not fubiift without an honeft and upright defign to ferve

him all the days of our lives.

Now to live wholly to the Lord, will appear to be
o\xx reajonahle fervice^ if v/e consider, i. That " fuch
" a life is moft worthy of rational and immortal crea-

" tures." From the powers and faculties given us it

may naturally be concluded that we are created for fome
very important purpofe; but v/hat can be fo important,

or bear fojuft a correfpondence to our capacities, as to

live to the glory of our great Creator } This being

our ultimate end, to which we refer all our adlions,

and perform each of them in fuch a manner as may
beft anfwer it, will influence our hearts, and frame our

whole converfation agreeable to the divine approving

will. And what can fo ennoble the foul as conformity

to the pattern of perfection '^. But to neglect this, and

chiefly regard our temporal affairs, would be infinitely

unworthy of beings capable of the higheft purfuits,

and formed for immortality. Why fhould v/e have

been " wifer than the beafts of the field, or the fowls
" of heaven," if v/e are to have no fublimer aims than

they ? In a word, we could never vindicate the wif-

dom of God in our formation, if he intended us for

meaner things than thofe for which v/e are qualified.

Therefore,

D 2. " Such
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2. " Such a life is moil worthy of God our Maker."
Nothing can appear more condecent and proper, than

that he who is the beginnings iTiould alfo be the end;

that as aJl are of him, all fhould be to him. And if his

glory be the moft excellent thing, and He the moft
perfe(5l Being, it will neceflariiy follow, that he cannot

ultimately defign what is lefs excellent. Therefore the

fcripture fpeaks agreeable to everlafting truth, when
it alTerts, that " he made all things for himfelfj" and,

that " for his pleafure they are, and were created. "("/^j

And can it be rationally fuppofed, that he allows us,

whom he m.ade for his own glory, to adt for a differ-

ent or oppofite end .^ It cannot. We muft therefore

peremptorily affirm, that he cannot, in confiftency with

his perfeiflions, require lefs, than that " whether we
'• eat or drink, or whatever we do, we fhould do all

" to his glory.'YO And this he does require, not be-

caufe he needs our fervice^ or can be happier, or more
glorious in himfelf by ourpraifes, but becaufe it is fit

and right, and refults as our duty from the eternal rea-

fon of things.

3. " Such a life is our ownhappinefs:" for, adting

as prefcribed, we move in our proper fphere, and tend

to our native centre. We live as near the fountain of
bleffednefs as our prefent ftate can admit, and nothing

can be fo animating as the glorious and blifsful profpe(5ts

our courfe affords. Our hearts, being fixed on the chief

good, are at reft, and no more tortured with anxious

hefitation, and uneafy fufpenfe, as to what we fhall

chufe for our portion, nor do our defires wander in

queft of a more fuitable objeft. We ean wifh for no

more but the full enjoyment of God, whom we " fetve

" v/ith our fpirits-," whofe '' peace, that paffeth all

"underftanding, rules in our hearts ;" and for whofe

glory we hope, fecure from confounding difappointment

in the day of the Lord.
Now methinks every attentive hearer prevents my

improvement of the fubjed, being ready, of his own
accord

[k) Rev. iv. II, {/) I Cor. x. 31.
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accord to make fuch reflexions as thefe.—How ferene

and placid is the life, and how triumphant muft be the

death, oFatrue Chriftian !—How reafonable a fervice do
we perform, when we confecrate ourfelves to the Lord,
and receive him, freely offering himfelf to be our por-

tion, our father, and our friend ! None can plaufibly

urge, that fome things unfit, or detrimental, are re-

quired. None can pretend a confcientious fcruple

about complying with the propofal, nor dare any, how-
ever fecretly reludtant, openly avow their difTent.

Every mouth is flopped, and all acknowledge their ob-

ligation to this plain duty. What then fhould hinder

the unanimous agreement of this whole afiembly to fo

advantageous an overture ^ Why may we not join our-

felves, this day, to the Lord in an everlafting cove-

nant .'' Would it not feem uncharitable to fuppoie, that

any one in this chriftian audience rejects a propofal fo

infinitely juft and kind? Hov/ pleafing is the very im-

agination of an univerfal concurrence ! Not only would
each of our hearts who are here prefent exult, but un-

numbered hofts of angels, and all " the fpirits of juft

*' mzn made perfeft" v^^ould rejoice.

Since therefore all things that pertain to our prefent

or future happinefs, confpire to urge this point, Jet us

with one accord, in the moft affectionate and reverent

manner, approach the throne of our auguft Sovereign,

and cheerfully refign ourfelves to him for ever ; fpend

our lives in his fervice, and expe(5t his compenfating

approbation at our end.

In fome fuch ftrain, but more diffufive and fublime,

would our reverend and dear deceafed Friend have ad-

dreffed us on fuch a fubjedt. We may im.agine how
fervent his defire was of " living to the Lord" him-

felf, and perfuading others to the fame courfe, when he

fixed on this for the fubjedl of his Funeral Sermon.

Now, as it is generally agreed that example has the

moft powerful influence, perhaps a few flcetches of his

own Life and Character may beft recommend the pre-

ceding difcourfe, as they will prove the life defcribed

to
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to be pradicable. And though he on whom this talk

is devolved owns himfelf inferior to it, yet he is en-

couraged to undertake it from a perfuafion, that a fim-

ple and unornamented narrative of what he knows, ei-

ther perfonally or by certain information, concerning

Prefident Davies, will fet him in a very agreeable point

of light. He is now difintereiled in all the praifes and

cenfures of mortals, and can neither receive benefit,

or fairer detriment by them-, but his example may
profit the living, as it tends to excite a laudable emula-

tion; and fome brief hints of the difpenfations of di-

vine providence towards him may not be without very

ufeful inftru(5tion.

He was an only fon, and, which is more, v/as a fon

of prayers and vows j was given in anfwer to fervent

fupplications, and, in gratitude, wholly devoted to

God from the womb by his eminently pious mother,

and named Samuel^ on the like occafion as the ancient

Prophet. The event proved, that God accepted the

conlecrated Boy, took him under his fpecial care, fur-

nifhed him for, and employed him in the fervice of his

church, profpered his labours with remarkable fuccefs,

and not only blefTed him, but made himfelf a bleffing.

The firfl: twelve years of his life were wafted in the

moft entire negligence of God and Religion, which he
often afterwards bitterly lamented, as having too " long
" wrought the will of the flefh." But about that time

the God to whom he v/as dedicated by his Word and
Spirit av/akened him to folemn thoughtfulnefs, and

anxious concern about his eternal ftate. He then faw

fufficient reafon to dread all the direful effe6ls of divine

difpleafure againft fin. And fo deeply imprinted was
the rational fenfe of his danger, as to make him habi-

tually uneafy and reftlefs, until he might obtain fatisfy-

ing fcriptural evidence of his intereft in the forgiving

\ov^ of God.
While thus exercifed he clearly faw the abfolute ne-

ceflity, and certain reality of the gofpel-plan of falva-

tion, and what abundant andfuitabie provifion it makes
for
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for all the wants of a finner. No other folid ground

of hope, or unfailing fource of comfort could he find,

befides the merits and righteoufnefs of him, " whom
" God fet forth to be a propitiation for fin, through faith

" in his blood."('wj On this righteoufnefs he was en-

abled confidently to depend •, by this blood his confci-

ence was purged from guilt •, and " believing, he re-

" joiced with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory."f^)
Yet he was afterwards exercifed with many perplexing

doubts fot a long feafon, but at length, after years of

impartial repeated felf-examination, he attained to a fet-

tled confidence of his intereft in redeeming Grace,

which he retained to the end.

A dairy, v/hich he kept in the firft years of his reli-

gious life, and continued to keep as long as his leifijre

would permit, clearly fhews how intenfely his mind
was fet on heavenly things •, how obfervant he was of

the temper of his heart -, and how watchful over all his

thoughts, words, and adtions. Did any cenfure his

foibles, or juvenile indifcretions .'' They would have

done it compaffionately, had thev known how feverely

he cenfured them himielf. The tribunal daily ereded

in his own bofom v/as more critical in fcrutinizing, and

more impartial and fevere in pafTing fentence, than ei-

ther his friends or enemies could be.

His love to God, and tender concern for perifhing

finners, excited his eager defire of being in a fituation

to ferve mankind to the bed advantage. With this

view he engaged in the purfuit of learning, in which,

amidft many obvious inconveniences, he made furprif-

ing progrefs, and, fooner than could have been expedl-

ed, was found competently qualified for the minifterial

office. He pafied the ufiial previous trials with uncom-
mon approbation •, having exceeded the raifsd expefta-

tions of his moil: intimate friends and admirers.

When he was licenfed to preach the gofpel, he zea-

loufly declared the counfel of God, the truth and im-

portance of which he knew by happy experience j and

did

im) Rom. iii. 25. [n] i Pet. i. 8.
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to be pradicable. And though he on whom this tafk

is devolved owns himfelf inferior to it, yet he is en-

couraged to undertake it from a perfuafion, that a fim-

ple and unornamented narrative of what he knows, ei-

ther perfonally or by certain information, concerning

Prefident Davies^ will fet him in a very agreeable point

of light. He is now difinterelled in all the praifes and

cenfures of mortals, and can neither receive benefit,

or fuffer detriment by them-, but his example may
profit the living, as it tends to excite a laudable emula-

tion j andfome brief hints of the difpenfarions of di-

vine providence towards him may not be without very

ufeful inftru(5lion.

He was an only fon, and, which is more, was a fon

of prayers and vows j was given in anfwer to fervent

fupplications, and, in gratitude, wholly devoted to

God from the womb by his eminently pious mother,

and named Smnuel^ on the like occafion as the ancient

Prophet. The event proved, that God accepted the

conlecrated Boy, took him under his fpecial care, fur-

nifhed him for, and employed him in the fervice of his

church, profpered his labours with remarkable fuccefs,

and not only blefTed him, but made himfelf a bleffing.

The firfh twelve years of his life were wafted in the

moft entire negligence of God and Religion, which he
often afterwards bitterly lamented, as having too " long
" wrought the will of the flelh." But about that time

the God to whom he v/as dedicated by his Word and
Spirit av/akened him to folemn thoughtfulnefs, and
anxious concern about his eternal ftate. He then faw

fufficient reafon to dread all the direful effefts of divine

difpleafure againft fin. And fo deeply imprinted was
the rational fenfe of his danger, as to make him habi-

tually uneafy and reftlefs, until he might obtain fatisfy-

ing fcriptural evidence of his intereft in the forgiving

love of God.
While thus exercifed he clearly faw the abfolute ne-

cefTity, and certain reality of the gofpel-plan of falva-

tion, and what abundant and fuitable provifion it makes
for
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for all the wants of a finner. No other folid ground

of hope, or unfailing fource of comfort could he find,

befides the merits and righteoufnefs of him, " whom
" God fee forth to be a propitiation for fin, through faith

" in his hloodi'^m) On this righteoufnefs he was en-

abled confidently to depend ; by this blood his confci-

ence was purged from guilt •, and " believing, he re-

" joiced with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory.'Y^^
Yet he was afterwards exercifed with many perplexing

doubts fcfr a long feafon, but at length, after years of

impartial repeated felf-examination, he attained to a fet-

tled confidence of his interefl: in redeeming Grace,

which he retained to the end.

A dairy, v/hich he kept in the firft years of his reli-

gious life, and continued to keep as long as his leifure

would permit, clearly fhews how intenfely his mind
was fet on heavenly things •, how obfervant he was of

the temper of his heart; and how watchful over all his

thoughts, words, and adlions. Did any cenfure his

foibles, or juvenile indifcretions ? They would have

done it compaffionately, had thev known how feverely

he cenfured them himfelf. The tribunal daily erecfled

in his own bofom v/as more critical in fcrutinizing, and

more impartial and fevere in pafiing fentence, than ei-

ther his friends or enemies could be.

His love to God, and tender concern for perifhing

finners, excited his eager defire of being in a fituation

to ferve mankind to the bed advantage. With this

view he engaged in the purfuit of learning, in which,

amidft many obvious inconveniences, he made furprif-

ing progrefs, and, fooner than could have been exped:-

ed, was found competently qualified for the minifterial

office. He paffed the ufual previous trials with uncom-
mon approbation •, having exceeded the raifsd expecta-

tions of his moft intimate friends and admirers.

When he was licenfed to preach the gofpel, he zea-

loufly declared the counfel of God, the truth and im-

portance of which he knew by happy experience j and

did

(m) Rom. iii. 25. («) i Pet. i. 8.
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to be pra(5licable. And though he on whom this tafk

is devolved owns himfelf inferior to it, yet he is en-

couraged to undertake it from a perfuafion, that a iim-

ple and unornamented narrative of what he knows, ei-

ther perfonally or by certain information, concerning

Prefident DavieSj will fet him in a very agreeable point

of light. Fie is now difintereiled in all the praifes and

cenfures of mortals, and can neither receive benefit,

or fufrer detriment by them-, but his example may
profit the living, as it tends to excite a laudable emula-

tion; and fome brief hints of the difpenfations of di-

vine providence towards him may not be without very

ufeful inftru(5tion.

He was an only fon, and, which is more, was a fon

of prayers and vows •, was given in anfwer to fervent

fupplications, and, in gratitude, wholly devoted to

God from the womb by his eminently pious mother,

and named Samuel, on the like occafion as the ancient

Prophet. The event proved, that God accepted the

conlecrated Boy, took him under his fpecial care, fur-

ni{hed him for, and employed him in the fervice of his

church, profpered his labours with remarkable fuccefs,

and not only bleffed him, but made himfelf a bleffing.

The firft twelve years of his life were wafted in the

moft entire negligence of God and Religion, which he
often afterwards bitterly lamented, as having too " long
" wrought the will of the flefh." But about that time

the God to whom he v/as dedicated by his Word and
Spirit av/akened him to folemn thoughtfulnefs, and
anxious concern about his eternal ftate. He then faw

fufficient reafon to dread all the direful effects of divine

difpleafure againft fin. And fo deeply imprinted was
the rational fenfe of his danger, as to make him habi-

tually uneafy and reftlefs, until he might obtain fatisfy-

ing fcriptural evidence of his intereft in the forgiving

love of God.
While thus exercifed he clearly faw the abfolute ne-

ceffity, and certain reality of the gofpel-plan of falva-

tion, and v/hat abundant and fuitable provifion it makes
for
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for all the wants of a finner. No other {"olid ground

of hope, or unfailing fource of comfort could he find,

befides the merits and righteoufnefs of him, " whom
*' God fet forth to be a propitiation for fin, through faith

*' in his blood."f;;?^ On this righteoufnefs he was en-

abled confidently to depend •, by this blood his confci-

ence was purged from guilt •, and " believing, he re-

"• joiced with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory."f^j
Yet he was afterwards exercifed with many perplexing

doubts fofr a long feafon, but at length, after years of

impartial repeated felf-examination, he attained to a fet-

tled confidence of his interefl; in redeeming Grace,

which he retained to the end.

A dairy, v/hich he kept in the firft years of his reli-

gious life, and continued to keep as long as his leifure

would permit, clearly fhews how intenfely his mind
was fet on heavenly things •, how obfervant he was of

the temper of his heart-, and how watchful over all his

thoughts, words, and aflions. Did any cenfure his

foibles, or juvenile indifcretions ^ They would have

done it compaffionately, had they known how feverely

he cenfured them himielf. The tribunal daily erefled

in his own bofom was more critical in fcrutinizing, and

more impartial and fevere in pafiing fentence, than ei-

ther his friends or enemies could be.

His love to God, and tender concern for perifhing

finners, excited his eager defire of being in a fituation

to ferve mankind to the beft advantage. With this

view he engaged in the purfuit of learning, in which,

amidft many obvious inconveniences, he made furprif-

ing progrefs, and, fooner than could have been exped-

ed, was found competently qualified for the minifterial

office. He pafied the ufual previous trials with uncom-
mon approbation i having exceeded the raifed expeda-

tions of his moil: intimate friends and admirers.

When he was licenfed to preach the gofpel, he zea-

loufly declared the counfel of God, the truth and im-

portance of which he knev/ by happy experience i and

did

(m) Rom. iii. 25. («) i Pst. i. 8.
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did it in fuch a manner as excited the earnefl defires of
every vacant congregation, where he was known, to

obtain the happinefs of his ftated miniftrations. But,

far from gratifying his natural incHnation to the fociety

of his friends, or confulting his eafe, moved by con-

fcience of duty, he undertook the felf-denying charge
of a difienting congregation in Virginia^ feparated from
all his Brethren, and expofed to the cenfure and refent-

ment of many. But the more he was known in thofe

parts, the more were prejudices removed j contempt
was gradually turned into reverence; the number of
his enemies daily diminiflied, and his friends increafed.

Nor did Pie there labour in vain, or " fpend his
*' ftrength for nought." The " Lord, who counted
" him faithful, putting him into the miniftry," fuc-

ceedcd his faithful endeavours, fo that a great number^
both of whites and blacks^ were hopefully converted to

X^iVi living God : for the proof of this, I muft refer you
to his own narrative, fent to the Rev. Mr. Bellamy^ and
by him publifhed, and to his letters to fome gentlemen

of the Society in London for propagating Religion among
the Poor.

As to his natural genius, it was flrong and mafcu-
line.

,
His underftanding was clear; his memory re-

tentive; his invention quick; his imagination lively

and florid ; his thoughts fublime ; and his language

elegant, ftrong, and expreflive. And I cannot but

prefume that true and candid critics will readily difcern

a great degree of true poetic fire, fl:ile, and imagery,

in his poetical compofitions ; and will grant that he was
capable to have fhone in that way, had his leifure per-

mitted the due cultivation of his natural talent.

His appearance in company was manly and graceful

;

his behaviour genteel, not ceremonious; grave, yet

ple'afant ; and folid, but fprightly too. In a word, he

was an open, converfable, and entertaining Companion,
a polite Gentleman, and devout Chriftian, at once.

In the facred Defk, zeal for God, and love to men,

animated his addrefies, and made them tender, folemn,

pungent.
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pungent, and perfuafive; while at the fame time they

were ingenious, accurate, and oratorial. A certain

dignity of fentiment and flile, a venerable prefence, a

commanding voice, and emphatical delivery, concurred

both to charm his audience, and overawe them into

filencc and attention.

Nor was his ufefulnefs confined to the Pulpit. His
comprehenfive mind could take under view the grand

interefts of his Country and of Religion at once ; and
thefe interefts, as well as thofe of his Friends, h-e was
ever ready zealoufly to fervc. It is known what an

adtive instrument he was in ftirring up a patriot fpirit, a

fpirit of courage and refolution in Virginia^ where he
refided during the late barbarous French and Indian

ravages.

His natural temper was remarkably fweet and dif-

pafTionate i* and his heart was one of the tendered to-

wards the diftrefled. His fyrnpathetic foul could fay,

" Who is weak, and I am not weak ?" Accordingly

his charitable difpofitlon made him liberal to the poor,

and that often beyond his ability. He was eminently

obliging to all, and very fenfible of favours conferred

;

which he could receive without fervility, and manifeft

his grateful fenfe of them with proper dignity.

To his friend he was voluntarily tranfparent, and
fully acfled up to the Poet*s advice :

Thy friend put in thy bofoni : wear his eyes

Still in thy heart, that he may fee what's there.

And perhaps none better underftood the ingenuities and
delicacies of friendfhip, or had an higher relifli for it,

or was truer or mere conftant in it than he. He was
not eafily difgufted: his knowledge of human nature

in its prefent ftate, his candid heart, and enlarged foul

both difpofing and enabling him to make allowances for

indifcretions, which narrower and more felfiili minds

could

* The Rev. Mr. John Rodgers, one of his moft intimate friends, in
a letter to me fince his death, fays, " I never faw him angry during
" feveral years of unbounded intimacy, though I have "repeated!'/
*' known him to have been ungeneroufly treated."
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could not make. He readily and eafily forgave ojfFences

againft himfelf, whilft none could be more careful to

avoid offending others -, which, if he at any time inad-

vertently did, he was forward and defirous to make the

moft ample fatisfadion.

He was amongft the firft and brighteft examples of
filial piety, a very indulgent parent, and humane maf-

ter. As an hufband he was kind, tender, cordial, and

refpeftful, with a fondnefs that was manly and genuine.

In a word, think what might rationally be expe6led,

in the prefent imperfed ftate, in a mature Man, a Chrif-

tian in minority, a Minifter of Jesus of like paffions

with others, in a Gentleman, Companion, and cordial

Friend, and you conceive of Prefident Davies.

It would hardly be expeded, that one fo rigid with

refpedl to his own faith and pradice, could be fo gene-

rous and catholic in his fentiments of thofe who differ-

ed from him in both, as he was. He was ftridl, not

bigoted; confcientious, not fqueamifhly fcrupulous.

His clear and extenfive knowledge of religion enabled

him to difcern where the main ftrefs fhould be laid, and

to proportion his zeal to the importance of things, too

generous to be confined to the interefts of a party as

fuch. He confidered the vifible kingdom of Christ
as extended beyond the boundaries of this or that par-

ticular denomination, and never fuppofed that his de-

clarative glory was wholly dependent on the religious

community which he moft approved. Hence he glo-

ried more in being a Chriftian, than in being a Prefhy-

terian^ though he was the latter from principle. His
truly catholic addrefs to the eftablifhed Clergy of Vir-

ginia is a demonftration of the fincere pleafure it would
have given him, to have heard that " Christ was
preached," and fubftantial religion, common Chrifti-

anity, promoted by thofe who " walked not with him,'*

and whom he judged in other points to be miftaken.

His benevolent heart could not be fo foured, nor his

enlarged foul fo contraded, as to value men from cir-

cumftantial diftindions, but according to their perfonal

worth. He
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He fought truth for its own fake, and would profefs

his fentiments with the undifguifed openncfs \:>i an

honeft Chriftian, and the inoffenfive boldnefs of a

manly fpirit : yet, without the leaft apparent difficulty

or hefitation, he would retraft an opinion on full con-

vi(5lion of its being a miftake. I have never known
one, who appeared to lay himfelf more fully open to

the reception of truth, from whatever quarter it came,

than he; for he judged the knowledge of truth only

to be real learnin,'::^, and that endeavouring to defend

an error was but labouring to be more ignorant. But,

until fully convinced, he was becomingly tenacious of

his opinion.

The unavoidable confcioufnefs of native power made
him bold and enterprizing. Yet the event proved that

his boldnefs arofe not from a partial, groundlefs felf-

conceit, but from true felf-knov/ledge. Upon fair and

candid trial, faithful and juft to himfelf, he judged what
he could do ; and what he could, when called to it, he
attempted i and what he attempted he accompliflied.

It may here be properly obferved, that he was chofen

by the Synod of New-Tork^ at the inftance of the Truf-

tees of Ne-w-Jerfey College, as a fit perfon to accom-

pany the Rev. Mr. Gilbert 'Tennent to Great-Britain and

Ireland^ in order to folicit benefadions for the faid col-

lege. As this manifefted the high opinion which both

the Synod and Corporation entertained of his popular

talents and fuperior abilities, (o his ready compliance

to undertake that fervice, hazardous and difficult in it-

felf, and precarious in its confequences, which required

him to overlook his domeftic connexions, however

tender and endearing, manifefted his refolution and felf-

denial. How well he was qualified as a folicitor, is

witnefled by the numerous and large benefaftions he

received. His fervices, as was meet, were gratefully

accepted by his conftituents •, and to the pious, gene-

rous, and public-fpirited charity of the friends of Re-
ligion and Learning in Great-Britain ^ received on that

E occafion.
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occafion, does the college of Nsw-Jerfey^ m a great

degree, owe its prefent ilourifhing condition.

As his liGjht fhone, his abilities to fill the Prefident's

chair in this College, then vacant, was not doubted by
the honourable board of Truftees. He was according-

ly chofen, and earneftly invited to accept the charge

of this Society. Yet he once and again excufed him-

felf, not being convinced that he was called in duty to

leave his then important province. But repeated ap-

plication at length prevailed to make him apprehend

tliat it v/as the will of God he fhould accept the call

;

yet, left he fhould miftake in fo important a cafe, he

v/ithheld his exprefs confent, until the Reverend Synod
of New-Tork and Philadelphia gave their opinion in

favour of the College. This determined his dubious

mind. Fie came, and undertook the weighty charge.

And what were the confequences ? had his inceffant

labours in traveling and preaching the gofpel, his dif-

advantageous fituation, and want of opportunity for

improvement made fome of his beft friends diffident

of his capacity and acquirements for moving with

honour in this unaccuftomed fphere.? He agreeably

difappointed their friendly fears, and convinced them
that ftrength of genius, joined to induftrious applica-

tion, had furmounted all other difadvantages. Had
any fuch raifed expectations as feemed hard to anfwer .'*

they were fully fatisfied : fo that from being highly ap-

proved he came to be admired.

His manner of conducing the College did honour

to himfelf, and promoted its interefts. Whatever al-

terations in the plans of education he introduced were

confefledly improvements on thofe of his predecefTors.

Had I never had other means of intelligence, fave only

my knowledge of the man, I Ihould naturally have

expedted that all his public appearances would have been

conduced with fpirit, elegance, and decorum -, that his

government would be mild and gentle, tempered with

wifdom and authority, and calculated to command re-

verence
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vcrence while it attraded Jove, and that his manner of
teaching would be agreeable and ftriking.

But I propofe not thefe as mere conjedures. The
learned Tutors of the College, the partners of his

counfels and deliberations for its good, and thefe young
Gentlemen, once his care and charge, who judged
themfelves happy under his tuition, all know more thrji

I fhall fpeak.

You know the tendernefs and condefcenfion with
which he treated you ; the paternal care with wliich he
watched over you ; the relucftance with which he at

any time inflifted the prefcribed punifnment on a de-

linquent ; and how pleafed he was to fucceed in reform-

ing any abufe by private and eafy methods. You felt

yourfelves voluntarily confined by the reftraints of love,

and obliged tofubjedlion, not from flavifh fear, but from
principle and inclination. You have yet frelli in me-
mory his inftrucfcive Ledures, and can tell with what
eafe he communicated his fcntiments, and imprefied

his ideas on your minds, and the entertaining manner
in which he would reprefent even a common thought.

But his perfuafive voice you will hear no more. He
is removed far from mortals, has taken his arid fiigbt,

and left us to lament, that " a great man is fallen in

" Ifrael !"* He lived much in a little time; "he
*' finifhed his courfe," performed fooner than many
others his afiigncd tafk, and, in that view, might be
faid to have died mature. He fnone like a light fet in

a high place, that burns cut and expires.

He went through every ftage of honour and ufeful-

nefs, compatible to his characfler as a diffenting Clergy-

man : and, while we flattered our fond hopes of emi-
nent fervices from him for many years to come, the

fatal blow was ftruck : cur pleafing profpeds are all at

an end, and he is cut down like a tree that had yielded

much fruit, and was loaden with blofToms even in its

fall.

This difpenfation, how myfterious ! hov/ afloniihing

!

nay, how difcouraging does it feem ! V>^hy was he

raifed,
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raifed, by Divine Providence, in the prime of life, to

fo important a ftation, and, amidft ufeful labours,

whilft he was fail increafing in ftrength adapted to his

bufinefs, quickly fnatched away ? This is a perplex-

ing cafe ', and the more fo that it fo foon fucceeded the

yet fhorter continuance of the venerable Edwards.

Were they fet in fo confpicuous a point of view, only

that their imitable excellencies might be more obferva-

ble ? or, was Najjaii-Hall erefled by Divine Provi-

dence for this, among other important purpofes, that

it might ferve to adorn the latter end of fome eminent

fervants of the living God, itfelf being adorned by

them ? In this view, the fhort Prefidency of a Dickin-

fo?u a Burr^ an Edwards^ and a Davies, inftead of ar-

guing the difpleafure of the Almighty, will evidence

His peculiar favour to this inftitution •, which I know
Vv'as planned, and has been carried on with the moft

pious, benevolent, and generous defigns. Thefe de-

signs God's goodnefs has hitherto amazingly profpered,

amidft apparent frowns ; and, if we may infer any

thing from what he has already done, it is an encourag-

ing expe6tat!on that he will continue to blefs this Socie-

ty, and make it an honour and happinefs to this vene-

rable Board to have been engaged in fo noble and fuc-

cefsful an undertaking.

Now one more fhining orb is fet on our world.

Davies is departed, and with him all that love, zeal,

adivity, and benevolence, for which he was remarka-

ble. This the Church, and this the bereaved College

mourns. For this we hang our once cheerful harps,

and indulge to plaintive ftrains. Yet we are not to la-

ment as thofe who are hopelefs, but rather with hum-
ble confidence to " pray the Lord of the harveft,"

with whom is. " the refidue of the Spirit," that he

would fend forth another Davies to aflift our labour

and forward his work.

Nor fliould tlie deceafe of ufeful labourers, the ex-

tinction of burning and fhining lights, only fend us to

the throne of grace for fupplies, but excite us to greater

diligence
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diligence and adlivity in our bufinefs, as we have for

the prefent the more to do. And, inftead of being

difpirited by the lofs of fuch eminent affiftants, we
fhould be animated by their example, and hope for the

fame divine aids that carried them through all the duties

and dangers of life with fafety, fuccefs, and honour.

Finally, this difpenfation fhould leflen our efteem of

this tranfitory difappointing world, and raife our affec-

tions to Heaven, that place and ftate of permanent
bleflednefs. Thither afcends, as to its native home,
all the goodnefs that departs from earth : and the more
of our pious friends that go to glory, fo many more
fecondary motives have v/e to excite our defires of " de-
" parting and being with Christ ; which is far better"

than any ftate under the fun : for there, in addition to

fuperior felicity, " we fhail come to the general ailem-
" bly, and church of the firft-born who are written
" in Heaven,—and to the fpirits of juft men made
" perfe(5t."C(7j Amen.

{o) Heb. xiii. 23.

AN
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APPEND IX.

THE following fads, drawn up by a gentleman,

who was Mr. Davies^s intimate Friend, and liv-

ed in the fame town with him, while he was Prefident

of the College, were coUeded partly from Mr. Davies's

private papers, and partly from the gentleman's per-

gonal knowledge, and, as they illuftrate feveral things

juft hinted in the preceding difcourfe, and contain fome
anecdotes not before mentioned, may be properly fub-

joined to the narrative already given.

The Rev. Mr. Samuel Davies^ late Prefident of the

College of New-Jerfey^ was born on the 3d day of

November^ A. D. 1724, in the county of Newccjfiie, on
Delaware. His father was a planter, who lived with

great plainnefs and fimplicity, and fupported the cha-

ra<5ler of an honeft and pious man to his death ; which
happened about two years ago. His mother, who is

ftill living*, and greatly diftinguifhed for her eminent
piety, fome time before the conception of this favou-

rite only fon, earneftly delired fuch a bleffing ; and as

fhe then had only borne a daughter, who was near five

years old, fhe liad fpecial occafion for the exercife of her

faith, in waiting for the divine anfwer to her petition.

In this fituation fhe took example from the mother of

the prophet Samuel^ and " Vowed a vow unto the
" Lord; that if he v/ould indeed give her a man-
*' child, fhe would devote him to his fervice all the days

"ofhislife.'Y;';

It

* The reader is defired to obferve that the following account was
drawn up fome years ago, fince which time I find it has pleafed Pj

vidence to remove from our world the Mother of Mr. Da'vies, who
is mentioned as living by the writer of the Appendix.

(/>) I Sam. i. II.
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It may well be fuppofed that the parents received

this child as from God, and that the mother efpecially,

who had reafon to look upon him as a token of the

divine favour, and an exprefs anfwer to her prayers^

would, with the greatefl: tendernefs, begin the rearing

of this beloved plant. As there was no fchool in the

neighbourhood, fhe herfelf taught him to read : and,

although he was then very young, he is faid to have
made fuch proficiency as furprifed every perfon who
heard it.

He continued at home with his parents till he was
about ten years old ; during which time he appeared

to have no remarkable impreffions of a religious kind;

but behaving himfeif as is common for a fprightly to-

wardly child, under the influense of pious example and
inflrudion. He was then fent to an Eng-lifh fchool, at

fome difcance from his father's, where he continued two
years, and made great progrefs in his learning •, but,

for want of the pious inilruftion with which he was
favoured at home, he grew fomewhat more carelefs of

the things of religion.

It appears, that about this time of life, carelefs as

he v/as, he made a practice of fecret prayer, efpecially

in the evening. The reafons (as he tells it in his diary)

why he was fo punctual in the evening was, that " he
" feared left he fhould perhaps die before morning."

What is farther obfervable in his prayers at this time is,

that " he was more ardent in his fupplications for be-

" ing introduced into the Gofpel-Miniftry, than for

" any other thing."

[Itishereprefumed that Dr. Finley^s Sermon, preach-

ed on occafion of his Death, by defire of the Truftees,

contains fufficient Memorials of his Life, from the

time in which it pleafed God more deeply to imprefs

his mind with the important realities of another world,

until he was elected Prefident of the College.]

It may perhaps not be amifs to mention that when he

returned home from his voyage to Greai-Britain, he en-

tered again on his laborious and beloved tafk of preach-

ing
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ing the Gofpel to his feveral Congregations •, and con-

tinued in this work until the year 1759, when he was

ele(5ted Prefident of the College of New-Jerjey, in the

room of the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Edivards. l"he Col-

lege, before he came, had been in an unhappy Htiia-

tion ; partly owing to the length of that melancholy

period between the death of Prefident Burr and his ac-

cefTion, and partly to the evil difpofitions and pradlices

of a few members of the Society. Prefident Burr died

m September^ ij S7 '• ^^^ although 'M.r. Edwards vf^s

eleded a few days after, he did not take upon himfelf

the government of the College till February^ 1758;
and about a fortnight after took the fmall-pox, of which

he died in March following. Mr. Davies was not ini-

tiated in his office till the latter end of July, 1759.
So that the College lay under the obvious difadvantages

of a bereaved condition for almofi two years. But the

prudent meafures taken by Prefident Davies foon fur-

mounted thefe difadvantages ; fo that in a fev/ months
a fpirit of emulation in Learning and Morality, as had

been ufual, evidently chara6lerized the Students of

Najfau-Hall.

While he continued President his labours Vv'ere great,

and his application to fludy was necelTarily more in-

tenfe than that of his predeceflbrs. For he came to

this feat of the Mufes, when its learning, by the emi-

nent abilities of Prefident Burr, was advanced to a

very confiderable degree -, and he had juft emerQ;ed

from a fea ofminifterial labour in various places, where-

in a common Genius would have been able to have

made but little improvement in academical learning.

Befides, the fpeedy paflage he made through the courfe

of his (ludies, previous to his entering into the minif-

try, made his after application the more necefiary for

fo important and elevated a fituation. Pie was deter-

mined, not to degrade his office, but to be in reality

what his ftation fuppofed him, and accordingly exert-

ed himfelf to the utmoft. The labours of the day

feemed to him rather an incentive to ftudy than to reft

F in
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in the night \ for he commonly fat up till twelve o'clock,

and often later, although he rofe by break of day. The
fuccefs ^as proportionable-, for bv the mighty efforts

c'^ his great genius, and by dint of induftry, he left the

College of New-Jerfey^ at his death, in as high a ftate

of literary merit as it ever had been in fince its firll

inftitution.

It is a piece of juilice due to his memory to remark,

that the few innovations he made in the academical ex-

ercifes, were certainly improvements upon the plans

of his predeceffors. Among other things the monthly
Orations he inftituted deferve particular notice. In or-

der to give his Pupils a tafte for compofition, and to

form them for public fpeaking, he diredled the mem-
bers of the fenior clafs each to choofe his fubje(51:, and
compofe a popular harangue to be delivered publicly

in the College-Hall before the Mafters and Students,

and as many of the inhabitants of the town as chofe

to attend. When each had written his difcourfe, he

brought it to the Prefident, who made fuch obferva-

tions and corredions as he judged proper; and, after

their difcourfes v/ere fpoken, they feverally attended

him again for his remarks on their delivery. About
fix of the young Gentlemen ufually delivered their

Orations in the afternoon of the firft Wednejday in every

Month, to crowded audiences ; and it is hard to fay,

v>^hether the entertainment of the hearers, or the im-

provement of the iludents, was the greater.

There is reafon to believe, that the intenfe applica-

tion with which Mr. Dames attended to the duties of

his ofnce was one great caufe of his death. The habit

of his body was plethoric : and it is not to be doubted

but that his health for fome years had very much de-

pended upon the exercife of riding, to which he was

n'eceiTarily obliged while he lived in Virginia, though

even then he had feveral fevere fevers, fuppofed to arife

pripxipally from his application to ftudy in the intervals

of riding abroad. When he came to the College he

fcarcely ufed anv bodily exercife, fave what was requir-

ed
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ed in going from his own houfe to Najjau-Hall^ which

is a fpace about ten rods, five or fix times a day.

In the latter end of January, A. D. 1761, a bad

cold feized him, and for his rehef lie was bled. The
fame day he tranfcribed for the prefs the Sermon, which

was foon after publifhed, on the death of the late Kmg,
and the day after preached twice in the College-Hall

;

by all which the arm, in which he was bled, became

much inflamed, and increafed his former indifpofition.

On the Monday morning after, at breakfaft, he was feiz-

ed with a violent chilly fit, which was fucceeded by an

inflammatory fever, and, in ten days brought on the

period of his important life.

Although premonitions of Death in the prefent ilate

of the world are feldom, if ever, given to mankind ;

and they who are difpofed to interpret ordinary occur-

rences into fuch premonitions, when, by fomething

Similar in the event thofe occurrences would feem as if

predidlive, generally difcover their weaknefs ; yet the

circumftances of the death of an eminent perfon are

commonly very acceptable to the public, and for this

reafon it may not be amifs to mention an anecdote which

Mr. Davies more than once took notice of in his lafl

ficknefs.

An intimate Friend of his, a few days before the

beginning of the year in which he died, in converfa-

tion told him, that a Sermon would be expefted from

him on the new year's day ; and, among other things,

happened to mention that the late Prefident Burr, on

the firft day of the year wherein he died, preached a

Sermon on Jer. xxviii. 16, Thus faith the Lord, This

year thoujhalt die \ and after his death, the people took

occafion to fay it was premonitory \ upon which Mr.
Davies obferved, that " although it ought not to be
" viewed in that light, yet it was very remarkable.'*

When new year's day came he preached i and the con-

gregation were not a little furprized at his taking the

fame text of fcripture. Upon his being taken with his

laft iicknefs, about three weeks after, he foon adverted

to
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to this circumftance, and mentioned it as remarkable

that he had been undefignedly led to preach, as it were,

his own Funeral Sermon.

It is much to be lamented that the violence of the

diforder, of which this excellent man died, deprived

him of the regular exercife of his reafon the greater part

of the time of his ficknefs, otherwife the public would
undoubtedly have been gratified with his remarks on

the views of an approaching eternity, and would have

received another evidence of the fuperior excellency

and power of that Religion, which alone can fupport

the foul, and make the, otherwife gloomy, profped of

death cheerful. For the iflues of this decifive period

his life had been eminently calculated from his youth.

It abundantly appears, that from twelve or fourteen

years of age, he had continually maintained the ftrift-

eft watch over his thoughts and aftions, and daily liv-

ed under a deep fenfe of his own unworthinefs, of the

tranfcendent excellency of the Chriftian Religion, of

the great importance of a public fpirit, and the necef-

fity of exerting it in promoting the general good. Even
in his delirium his mind difcovered the favourite objedts

of his concern, the profperity of Christ's Church,

and the good of mankind. His bewildered brain was

continually imagining, and his faultering tongue ex-

prefiing fome expedient for thefe important purpofes.

Alas ! for us that fo great a light could no longer con-

tinue in this dark world !

DIVINE
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—PFho works all things after the counfel of his own will.

THE laft week gave me the awful afiurance of the

fudden and unexpecfled death of that moft ex-

cellent and amiable man and minifter of Jesus Christ,

the Rev. Mr. Samuel Davies, Preiident of the college

of NaJJau-Hall, m New-Jerfey, by a moft moving and

melting letter from a gentleman of Philadelphia, an ac-

quaintance of Mr. Dcivies, and who well knew his

worth, to a correfpondent of the gentleman's here in

London.

A greater lofs, all things confidered, could not per-

haps befal the church of God in the death of a fmgle

perfon. The God of nature had endowed Mr. Davies

with extraordinary talents. Perhaps in fublimity and

ftrength of genius there were very few, if any, who
furpafled him. To the brighteft and richeft intelledcs

Mr. Daz'ies had fuperadded the improvements of fci-

ence, and a large acquaintance with books, and poflibly,

had he lived, there would have been fcarcely a man in

our world a more accomplifhed Divine, or a more emi-

nent Scholar. His charafter in life; was wonderfully

accommodated both to his natural and acquired abilities.

He was Prefident of New-Jerfey college, in the dif-

charge of which office there would have been a demand
for the exertion of his amazing talents, and the exhi-

bition of all his treafures of literature and knowledge.

Thus, as he was a ftar of the firft magnitude, fo he
was placed in a Situation where he might have fhone

without any wafte of his diftinguifhed and fuperemi-

nent glories.

But what crowned all, or advanced his diftincfliion as

a man and a fcholar into the higheft value and luftre,

was, that his pious charadler appeared not at all inferior

to his great intelleds, and acquired accomplifhments.

Nay,
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Nay, (let me not be thought, for I intimately knew
him, to exceed the limits of truth in the ardor of my
friendfhip) his pious chara6ler as much furpafled all

elfe that was remarkable in him, as the fparkling eye

in the countenance of a great genius does all the other

features of the face. If Mr. Davies^s good fenfe and

learning were the piBures offther^ his graces and vir-

tues were the apples of gold, (a)

Here let me ftay awhile •, and, though I fhall only give

you a few outlines of his piety and amiable difpofition,

yet let me be allowed to prefent you with fuch a view
of him as fhall not only be fufficient to demonftrate him
to be the befl of men and minifters, but as fhall leave

room for you to conclude that great additions might be

made to his character by perfons who had a longer ac-

quaintance with him than myfelf, and the colledled

teftimonies of the friends who were favoured with his

intimate correfpondence.

He informed me in one of his letters, for I was
honoured with a clofe intimacy with him feveral years,

" That he was blefied with a mother whom he might
" account, without filial vanity or partiality, one of the

" moft eminent faints he ever knew upon earth. And
" here, fays he, I cannot but mention to my friend an
" anecdote known but to few, that is, that I am a fon

*' of prayer, like my name-fake Samuel the prophet

;

" and my rnother called me Samuel becaufe, fhe faid, I

" have afked him of the Lord, i Sam. i. 20. This
" early dedication to God has always been a ftrong in-

" ducement to me to devote myfelf to Him by my
" own perfonal aft ; and the moft important bleflings

" of my life I have looked upon as immediate anfwers

" to the prayers of a pious mother. But, alas ! what
" a degenerate plant am I ! How unworthy of fuch a

" parent, and fuch a birth !"

From the accounts Mr. Davies gave of himfelf in

the converfation that paded between us when he was

here in England^ I learnt, as the inference from related

fad,

[fi] Prov. XXV. 1 1.
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fadl, that lie muft have been very affiduous in his {In-

dies. When he was about entering the miniftry, or

had not long entered upon it, if I remember right, he

was judged to be in a deep and irrecoverable confump-

tion. Finding himfelf upon the borders of the grave,

and without any hopes of recovery, he determined to

fpend the little remains of an almoft exhaufted life, as

he apprehended it, in endeavouring to advance his

mafter's glory in the good of fouls. Accordingly he
removed from the place where he was to another about

an hundred miles diftance, that was then in want of a

minifter. Here he laboured in feafon and out of fea-

fon ; and, as he told me, preached in the day, and had
his hedic fever by night, and that to fuch a degree as

to be fometimes delirious, and to ftand in need of per-

fons to fit up with him. Here God gave him fom.e

glorious firft-fruits of his miniftry, for two inftances

of the converfion of two gentlemen he related to mc
were very remarkable, and he had the fatisfadlion, as

he informed me, to find in the after-accounts of them,

that there was good reafon to believe that they were
faints indeed : their goodnefs being by no means " like

" the grafs upon the houfe tops, which withers afore

" it grows up, and with which the mower filleth not
" his hand," Pfal. cxxix. 6, 7, but yielding the fruits

meet for repentance in an holy and well-ordered con-

verfation.

Afterwards he fettled in Virginia,, a colony where
profanenefs and immorality called aloud for his facred

labours. His patience and perfeverance, his magna-
nimity and piety, together with his powerful and evan-

gelical miniftrations, were not without fuccefs. The
wildernefs and the folitary places, in the courfe of his

ftay there, bloomed and blofibmed before him. His
trad of preaching, if I remember right, for fome time

was not lefs than fixty miles, and by what I have learnt,

though not from himfelf, he had but litde of this

world's goods to repay his zealous and indefatigable

labours i but his reward, as he well knew, was in

G Heaven

,
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Heaven •, and he felt, I doubt not, the animated joy-

that every Negro flave, which under his miniftrations

became the Lord's freeman, v/ould furnifh an addi-

tional jewel to his eternal crown.

Upon the deceafe of that excellent man the Rev.

Mr. Jonathan Edzvards, Prefident of the college of

NaJJaH-Hally m New-Jerfey, Mr. Davies writes me
word, that Mr. Lockwood, in New-England, a gentle-

man of worthy chara6ter, was chofen to fill up the va-

cancy. " I have not yet heard, fays Mr. Davies, whe-
" ther he has accepted the plsce. The Truftees were
" divided between him, another gentleman, and my-
" felf, but I happily efcaped.'* But fo it was ordered,

by Mr. LGckwoud's not accepting the invitation, that

Mr. Davies was afterwards elected Prefident of the

college ; and what concern, and indeed what confter-

nation this choice gave him, his letters to me amply
teilify -, and I could particularly relate to you what views

he had of things, and what fteps he took to determine

what was his duty. At laft he accepted the call to his

important office of prefiding in the college •, and tells

me in a letter, dated June 6, 1759, " That the evi-

" dence of his duty was fo plain, that even his fceptical

" mind was fatisfied; and that his people faw the hand
*' of providence in it, and dared not to oppofe.'*

Here he was fettled for about eighteen months ; and

as he could exercife his miniftry as well as prefide over

the college, great things might have been expefted

from that rare and remarkable union there was in him
of what was great and good •, and with pleafure I have

received the information from his friends how well he

fupported and adorned his character, and what high

expectations were formed as to the benefit and blefling

he was likely to prove to that feminary of religion and

learning. " His whole foul (fays the letter that gives

" the news of his death) was engaged for the good of
" the youth under his care." And again, " NaJJ'au-

" Hall in tears, difconfolate, and refufing to be com-
" forted."

But,
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But, alas ! in the midft of his days, (h.ttle more than

thirty-fix years of kge) he was called away from this

but opening fcene of large and extraordinary ufefulnefs

to the invifible world, the world of glory and bleffed-

nefs, never to fojourn in mortal clay, or to irradiate

and blefs the church militant more. He is dead, he

is departed

—

America in groans proclaims her inexpref-

fible lofs, and we in Great-Britain fhare the diftrefs,

and echo groan for groan.

Thus ended the days on earth of this truly great and
good man -, having in his little circle of life ilied more
beams, and done more fervice than many a languid and

lefs illuminated foul, even in a public fphere, in the

revolution of fixty or fourfcore years.

Truly great and good I may ftile him without the

fufpicion of flattery, and without the flight of hyper-

bole. Let me call to your remembrance, as proofs of

v/hat I fay, the excellent difcourfes he has delivered in

this pulpil, and the feveral Sermons of his which have
been publifhed, ftrong in manly fenfe, loaden with full

ideas, rich with evangelical truth, and animated with

the mofc facred fervor for the good of fouls. And to

thefe evidences of the admirable fpirit that dwelt in

him, let me add a few paragraphs from the many let-

ters with Vv-hich, in the courfe of about nine years cor-

refpondence, he has favoured me.
Speaking in one of his letters concerning his chil-

dren, he fays, " I am folicitous for them when I con-
" fider what a contagious world they have entered into,

" and the innate infe(5lion of their natures. There is

" nothing that can wound a parent's' heart fo deep, as

" the thought that he fhould bring up children to dif-

" honour his God here, and be miferable hereafter. I

" beg your prayers for mine, and you may expedl a re-

" taliation in the fame kind."

In another letter he fays, " We have now three fons

" and two daughters •, whofe young minds as they open
" I am endeavouring to cultivate with my own hand,
" unwilling to trufr them to a ftranger •, and I find the

" bufinefs
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" bufinefs of education much more difficult than I ex-

" pe(5led.—Mv dear little creatures fob and drop a tear
*' now and then under my inftrudlions, but I am not fo

" happy as to fee them under deep and lafting impref-
" fions of religion; and this is the greateft grief they
'' afford me. Grace cannot be communicated by na-

" tural defcent, and, if it could, they would receive
** but little from me. I earneftly beg your prayers for

" them."

In another letter, " I defire ferioudy to devote to

"^ God and my dear country, all the labours of my
'* head, my heart, my hand, and pen •, and if he pleafes

" to blefs any of them I hope I fhall be thankful, and
*' wonder at his condefcending grace.«^Oh ! my dear
*' brother, could we fpend and be fpent all our lives in

*' painful, difinterefted, indefatigable fervice for God
" and the world, how ferene and bright would it ren-

" der the fwift approaching eve of life ! I am labouring

" to do a little to fave my country, and, which is of
" much more confequence, to fave fouls—from death
" —from that tremendous kind of death, which ^ foul
*' can die. I have but little fuccefs of late, but bleffed

" be God, it furpaffes my expedation, and much more'
*' my defert. Some of my brethren labour to better

" purpofe. The pleafurc of the Lord profpers in their

" hands."

Another epiftle tells me, " As for miyfelf, I am juft

" ftriving not to live in vain. I entered the miniftry
*' with fucli a fenfe of my unfitnefs for it, that I had
" no fanguine expeftations of fuccefs. And a conde-
** fcending God (O, how condefcending !) has made
*' me much more ferviceable than I could hope. But,
** alas ! my brother, I have but little, very little true

" religion. My advancements in holinefs are extreme-
*' ly fmall : I feel what I confefs, and am fure it is true,

" and not the rant of exceffive or affefted humility.

" It is an eafy thing to make a noife in the world, to

" flourifh and harangue, to dazzle the crowd, and Jet

" them all agape, but deeply to imbibe the fpirit of
" chriftianity.
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*' chrlftianity, to maintain a fecret walk with God, to

" be holy as he is holy, this is the labour, this the wox^k.

" I beg the affiftance of your prayers in fo grand and
" important an enterprize.—The difficulty of the mi-
" nifterial work feems to grow upon my hands. Per-

" haps once in three or four months I preach in fome
" meafure as I could wifli; that is, I preach as in the

" fight of God, and as if I v/ere to ftep from the pul-

" pit to the fupreme tribunal. 1 feel my fubjed:. 1

" melt into tears, or I fhudder v/ith horror, when I

" denounce the terrors of the Lord. I glow, I foar

" in facred extafies, when the love of Jesus is my
" theme, and, as Mr. Baxter was v/ont to exprefs it,

" in lines more ftriking to me than all the fine poetry

" m the world,

" I preach as if I ne'er fhould preach again

;

" And as a dying man to dying men.

" But, alas ! my fpirits foon flag, my devotions lan-

" guifh, and my zeal cools. It is really an afHidive

" thought that I ferve fo good a Mafter with fo much
" inconftancy -, but (o it is, and my foul mourns upon
*' that account."

In another letter he fays, " I am labouring to do a
" little good in the world But, alas ! I fmd I am of
" little ufe or importance. I have many defefls, but
" none gives me fo much pain and mortification as my
" flow progrefs in perfonal holinefs. This is the grand
" qualification of the office we fuftain, as well as for

" that heaven we hope for, and I am fhocked at myfelf
" when I fee how little I have of it."

In another of his letters he acquaints me, " That he
*' indeed feels an union of hearts which cannot bear
" without pain the intervention of the huge Atlantic,

" nor even the abfence of a week. But our conde-
" fcending Lord, adds he, calls his minifters Stars,

" and he knows beft in what part of the firmament ot

" the church to fix them : and (O the delightful

" thought !) they can never be out of the reach of his

" beams, though they fhine in different hemifpheres
" with
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" with regard to each other. This leads me, nnde-
*^ lignedJy, to a criticifrn on Jude 13, on which per-

" haps an aiironomer would be the heft commentator,
" PVandering Jhrs, to whom is referved the blacknefs of
" darknefs for ever. Perhaps an aftronomical critic

" would obferve that falfe teachers are reprefented as

''^planetary or wandering ftars, that in their eccentrici-

" ties run out into an eternal Aphelion from the fun of
" righteoufnefs, beyond the fyftem which he warms,
" illuminates, and beatifies, and are conftantly receding
" from, the fountain of light, hfe, and blifs, and there-

" fore mufl: v/ander through the blacknefs of darknefs
" for ever ; a darknefs unpierced by one ray from the
" great fun and center of the moral v/orld

—

blacknefs of
" darknefs^ an abilracl: predicated of an abftraft; How
" gloomy and ftrong the txpreffion i"

Let me give you another quotation from his letters.

^' I am very much pleafed and affedlgd, fays he, with
" the fubje^i; of this week's ftudy, and next Lord's
" day's entertainmxent, namicly, A hruifed reed fijall he
" not break., and the fmoking fax fhall he not quench.

" Such a hruifed reed at bell; am I : a weak, opprefled,

" ufelefs thing : afridens ftipula that can make no a-

" greeable melody to entertain my nreat Shepherd.
*' Yet this hruifed reed I have reafon to hope he will not
" break, but bind up and fupport. This fhattered pipe
" of ftraw he will not caft away, but repair and tune to

" join in the angelic concert on high. I am at bed: but
*' fmoking flax ', a dying fnuff in the candleftick of his

" church; a wick juft put out in the lamp of his fanc-

*' tuary. The flame of divine love, funk deep into

** the focket of a corrupt heart, quivers, and breaks,
'' and catches, andfecms juIl expiring at times. The
" devil and the world raife many ftorms to blow upon
'* it. And yet this fmoking flax, where the leaft fpark

" of that facred paffion ftill remains which rendeis it

" more fufceptive of his love, as a candle juft put out
" but ftill fmoking, is eaf.ly rekindled.

—

This fmoking

^^flax he will not quench, but blow it to a flame, which
" Ihall
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*= fhall Hiine brighter and brighter till it mingle with
" its kindred fiames in the pure element of love."

I fhail conclude my extracts from his epiilclary cor-

refpondence with a part of a letter, dated Hanover^

September 12, 1757.
" My ever dear FriencU

" I am juft beginning to creep back from the valley

" of the fhadow of death, to which I made a very near

" approach a fjw days ago. I was feized with a moil:

*' violent fever, which came to a crifis in a week, and
*' now it is m.uch abated, though I am ftill confined to

" my chamber. In this fnattered ftate my trembling
" hand can write but little to you, and what I write

" will be lanoruid and confufed, like its author. But
*' as the Virginia fleet is about to fail, and I know not
" when I {hall have another opportunity, 1 cannot avoid
*" writing fomething. I would fit down on the grave's

" mouth, and talk awhile with my favourite friend -,

*' and from my fituation you may forefee what fubjecfcs

" my converfation will turn upon—Death—Eternity

" —the fupreme Tribunal.
" Bleffed be my Mailer's name, this diforder found

*' me em.ployed in his fervice. It feized me in the

" pulpit, hke a foldier wounded in the field. This has
" been a bufy fummer with me. In about two months
" I rode about five hundred miles, and preached about
*' forty Sermons. This aifords me fome pleafure in

*' the review. But, alas! the mixture of fin and of
" many namelefs imperfeflions that run through and
*' corrupt ail my fervices, give me fhame, forrow, and
" mortification. My fever made unufual ravages upon
" my underftanding, and rendered me frequently dcli-

" rious, and always fliupid. But, when I had any
" little fenfe of things, I generally felt pretty calm and
" ferene, and death, that, mighty terror, was dilarmed.
" Indeed the thought of leaving my dear family defii-

" tute, and my flock fliepherdlefs, made me often flart

" back and cling to life •, but in other refpeds death
" appeared a kind of indiiferency to me. Formerly I

" have



xlviii The Operations of God fuotrn

*' have wifhed to live longer that I might be better

" prepared for Heaven, but this confideration had but
" very little weight with me, and that for a very unu-
" fual reafon, which was this—After long trial I found
" this world is a place fo unfriendly to the growth of
" every thing Divine and Heavenly, that I was afraid,

" if I fnould live longer, I Ihould be no better fitted

" for Heaven than I am. Indeed I have hardly any
" hopes of ever making any great attainments in holi-

" nefs while in this vv^orld, though I fhould be doom-
" ed to ftay in it as long as Methufelah. I fee other

" chriftians indeed around me make fome progrefs,

" though they go on with but a fnail-like motion : but
" when I confider that I fet out about twelve years old,

*' and what fanguine hopes I then had of my future

" progrefs, and yet that I have been almoft at a ftand

*' ever fince, I am quite difcouraged.—O my good
" Mafter, if I may dare to call thee {o^ I am afraid I

" fhall never ferve thee much better on this fide the

*' region of perfeftlon. The thought grieves me : it

" breaks my heart, but I can hardly hope better. But
" if I have the lead fpark of true piety in my breaft

" I fhall not always labour under this complaint. No,
" my Lord, I fhall yet ferve thee—ferve thee through
" an immortal duration—with the adlivity, the fervor,

" the perfedion of the rapt Jeraph that adores and burns.

" I very much fufpeft this defponding view of the mat-

" ter is wrong, and I do not mention it with approba-

" tion, but only relate it as an unufual reafon for my
" willingnefs to die, which I never felt before, and
** vyhich I could notfupprefs.

" In my ficknefs I found the unfpeakable importance

" of a Mediator in a religion for finners. O ! I could

" have given you the word of a dying man for it,

" that that Jesus whom you preach is indeed a necef-

" fiiry, and an all-fuiTicient Saviour. Indeed he is the

*' only fupport for a departing foul. ISJone but Christ,
" none but Christ. Had I as many good works as

*' Abraham or Paul, I would not have dared to build

" my
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' my hopes upon fuch a quickfand, but only on this

' firm eternal rock.

" I am rifing up, my brother, with a deiire to re-

' commend him better to my fellow-finners, than I

' have done. But, alas ! I hardly hope to accompiifh
' it. He has done a great deal more by me already

' than I ever expected, and infinitely more than I de-
' ferved. But he never intended me fi^r great things.

' He has beings both of my own, and of fuperior or-

' ders, that can perform him more worthy fervice.

—

'.,0 ! if I might but untie the latchet of his fhoes, or
' draw water for the fervice of his faniftuary, it is enough
' for me. I am no anffel, nor would I murmer be-
' caufe I am not
" My ftrength fails me, and I muft give over

—

-

' pray for me—write to me—love me living and dy-
' ing, on earth and in heaven."

—

Judge you from thefe pafiages, written in the free-

dom of friendfhip, and to one to whom lie fcrupled

not to lav open the fecrets of his bofom, what a lofs

the church has fuftained, and how much our world is

impoverlfhed by the death ofMr. Davies, in the vigour

of his days, and in the meridian of his ufefulnefs I

Such a blow, fuch an uncommon and diftrefiing blow
has been given in the death of Mr. Dazies. And
now what fhall we do.'' to what fhall we recur, or to

what quarter fhall we look for help under fuch an awful

Providence .'' My advice is, that we fhould ferioufly

and attentively turn our minds to the pafTage of fa-

cred writ which I mentioned at the beginning of my
difcourfe :

Who (that is, God) works all things after the counfel

of his own will.

Without enquiring into the context, the words may
be regarded as a difdn(5l propofition. He (that is, God)
works. He works, or he works with energy and ir-

refiftible power, in fuch a manner as none befides him
either has ability or right to v/ork. He works like

himfelf, he works with the omnipotence that belongs

H to
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to him, and which is his effential and diftinguiflied at-

tribute*. Farther, not only does God work, but he

works all things, all things done by him in heaven and
earth, in all the provinces of his vaft empire, all things

in Nature, Providence, and Grace, all things in time,

and all things in eternity. And he works all things

after the counfel of his own will ; that is, as he pleafes.

His will is the fource of his a6lion. He gives an ac-

count of his matters to none. None in the army of

heaven, or among the inhabitants of the earth, have
any authority to fay unto him. What doft thou ? He
depends upon none, but all, all v/orlds and beings de-

pend upon him ; and therefore none are to prefume to

dicftate to himi, or dire6l him what is or what is not to

be done by him. Butobferve, that though he works,

and Vv'orks all things, and all this as he pleafes, yet

it is after the counfel of his own will. We are to con-

fider God indeed as a great fovereign, as Lord of all,

higher than the higheft, fupreme and unrivalled in

perfedion and glory, who is not to be called to the

tribunal of his creatures, or to be queftioned by them,

as to what he pleafes to perform. We are not to fnatch

the fceptre or the balance from his hands. But yet this

we may be aflured of, that whatever the Almighty
God does is done not from a kind of blind though
omnipotent neceffity, neither is it by an unguided or

unmeaning exertion of power-, but that he works all

things after the counfel, the defign, or wifdom of his

own will.-f Survey the great Jekovah as he is indeed

in

* That the word ('Evspyai^i©-) here tranHated ^vho r^orks, con-

tains in it that forcible meaning which I have here alcribed to it, we
may learn from what the critics have faid upon it :—" Hac voce fig-

*' nihcatur adio conjuncfta cum efficacia, & quidem lumma, quae

" prohiberi nullo mode poffir. Ifaiah xli. 4."

—

Leighius in verb.

" At Grsect vox magis fonac, ejus cujus vi &: virtute fiunt omnia,
*' h. e. omnia agcntis ac moderantis."

—

Erasmus in loc. Could

we admit of i'uch an Englifli word, the original might be rendered

who energizes all things, &c.

•f-
The word (jSouA-vj) he tranflated comifel, may, according to

the learned Stephens in his Thefaurus Graces Lingu<p, be rendered

a
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In his ov/n nature, and in the revelation ht has made
of himfelf to us. If he is fovereign, and not in the

leaft accountable to any one, yet he is wife, and infi-

nitely wife.

We are not to view God partially, but as far as we
can completely, as the fountain of all perfe6lion ; as

containing in his nature an harmony of all that is ex-

celleHt and glorious. He has a right to do, and he

can do v/hatfoever he pleafes in all his v/ide-extended

dominions; yet what he pleafes is always worthy of

himfelf. He is the aggregate, the fyftem of excel-

lence; and one attribute never difplavs itfelf to the di-

minution or eclipfe of another. As he is greateft, fo

he Is the bed of beings. Wifdom dwells eternally and

eflentially in the divine will; and it muil: be obvious,

that though none can limit God, yet he, with rever-

ence be it fpoken, limits himfelf by the rule which in-

finite wifdom prefcribes to infinite power. Hear the

account fcripture gives of him

—

He is the rcck^ his

works are perfeEi^ for all his ways arejudgment ; a God
of truths and without iniquity^ juji and right is he. Deut.

jcxxii. 4. He is wife in heart., as well as mighty in

firength.

a decree or refoluticn, a counfel or advice, wlietlier good or bad, or a

confultation or deliberation. If we underfland the word here of de-

cree or refohttion as applied to God, we are certain that fuch a decree

or refolmion in Deity had its birth in wifdom, or in no way deroga-

tory to it. If we interpret the word of counfel or advice, who ffcs

not that wifdom is taken into the account? it is the counfel, it is the

advice of the God of unerring wifdom. But if we take the word,

and what forbids that we fhould not fo tranflate it ? as denoting con-

fultation or deliberation, then we are led in the Itrongell rrannerto

conclude that the will of God proceeds upon wifdom. Not that

there is properly or Uriftly any fuch thing as confultation or delibe-

ration in the divine mind : but we may hereby conceive, fpeaking of

God after the manner of men, that God when he wills, wills in fuch

a wife manner, and upon fuch worthy reafons, as if he had firft ccn-

fulted and deliberated with himfelf what was proper to be done.
" Libere quidem, quia ex vohintate, fed tamen etiam fapienter et

" jufte quia ex confilio voU^ntatis " Zan'CH. " But becaufe (fays

*' the great Howe) he orders all things according to the counfel of
" his will, we muft conceive fome weighty reafon did induce hereto."

—Howe's Redeemers Dominion o'oer the Jni'ijible IVorld, p. 72.

Folio Edition, Vol. II.
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Jlrength. Job ix. 4. His judgir.cnts ere a great deep.

Pfal. xxxvi. 6,—but they are judgments, the children

of wifdom and counfel ftii!. If clouds and dcrhiejs are

round about him^ yet righteoufnefs and judgment are the

habitation of his throne. Pfal. xcvii. 2. His works are

truthy and his ways judgment. Dan. iv. 37. The Al-
MiGHTy will not pervertjudgment. Job xxxiv. 12. His

ways are equals Ezek. xviii. 25, diredled by the ftraight

unerring line of infinite wifdom. Be this then an efta-

bJifhed truth with us, that, whatever perplexity and
darknefs may encompafs the divine proceedings, there

is nothing which God does, that God who works all

things after the counfel of his own will, but v/hat is juft,

and right, and good; and that his every aftion is no
other than the birth of confummate counfel, or that the

plan of wifdom is laid as the foundation of all his go-

vernment. And particularly in fuch an event as we
are now confidering, the removal of fuch an excellent

and worthy perfon as Mr. Davies from our world, in

the prime of life, and at fuch a jundure as this, when
there are fo few furviving perfons of fuch ability and

character, we are to believe and own that, as the blow
was unqueilionably given by God, it W3s perfeftly

right, and that not the leaft fliadow or fufpicion of

blame or wrong is to be afcribed to the moft high, moft

holy, mofc v/ife, moft faithful, and moft merciful God.
And even though vv'e could not difcern fo much as one

reafon, one end of wifdom or goodnefs anfwered by
fuch an awful Providence, yet neverthelefs we are not

to doubt but that the All-wife as well as the Almighty
God has proceeded upon motives, though abfolutely

impenetrable by us, worthy of himfelf ; that- he dwells

in the thickeft darknefs, and that the glories of his

perfedlions are inthroned at the centre, though not a

ray of them penetrates and breaks through the exter-

nal veil. But perhaps, upon a careful and fteady fur-

vey of this moft affli6tive Providence, we may attain

to fome difcovery of the purpofes or counfels of Deity

in the deceafe of fuch an expedient perfon as Mr. Davies

in



to be the Operations of JVifdom. liii

in the prime of his dnys, and in the very height of

his ufefuhiefs. And, though we are not to call the

Lord of all to our tribunal, yet perhaps we may not

venture beyond our line, or deviate from the path of

duty ; nay, we may, on the other hand, be glorifying

God as well as compofing and comforting ourfelves,

if, with profound humility and reverence, we make the

enquiry. Wherefore it is that God, who works all things

after the coiinfel of his own w///, is pleafed to call away

by death the excellent q{ the earth in the vigour of

life, and in the meridian of their fervices for the glory

of God, and the good of his church ? Thefe hard

myfteries may not upon a diligent refearch be altoge-

ther inexplicable; and thefe dark paflages of Provi-

dence upon a clofe furvey may apper illuminated with

evident and illuftrious beams of wifdom and love.

Accordingly I fhall endeavour, I truft with a decency

becoming a poor imperfect; creature examining into the

ways of the mod hip-h and glorious God, to refolve

this problem of Providence, '•' Why the excellent of

the earth fliould be taken away in the flower or prime

of their age, and from the moft enlarged fpheres of

ufefulnefs, or what inflrucTtions and improvements we
may gather from fuch feemingly unkind and undefira-

ble difpenfations ?"

fi.) In the removal of the excellent of the earth in

the flower or prime of their days, and in the height

of their ufefulnefs, we mav be taught the wonderful

Majefcy and independent glories of the great God over

all blefled for evermore. " God will have it known,
fays the venerable Mr. Howe^ on an occafion not un-

like that which has given rife to our difcourfe*, that

though he ufes instruments, he needs them not. It is

a piece of divine royalty and magnificence, that when
he hath prepared and polifhed fuch an utenfil, fo as to

be capable of great fervice, he can lay it by without

lois."

—

God can maintain and carry on his own caufe.

* Howe's Redeemer's Dominion over the Invifible World, on the

death of John Houghton, Efq.
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and anfwer Iiis connfels, without the interpofition of
his creatures, or, if he pleafes, he may employ only

meaner inftruments, and call home from the vineyard

the ableft and beft of his fervants, to fhew his church
he can accomplifh his pleafure without them.

(2.) God may cut off the excellent of the earth in

the fiower or prime of their days, and in the height

of their ufefulnefs, to endear and magnify his power
and grace in unexpededly raifing up others amidft the

defponding fears and forrows of his people. When
God takes away the excellent of the earth, fuch as

were moft eminently formed for fervice, in the midft

of their days, the Church of God, the friends of Zion,
are apt to fink into great anxiety and diftrefs, and to fay

with Zion of old, T'he Lord has forfaken me^ ard my
God kath forgotten me \ Ifa. xlix. 14. or with Jacob,

All thefe things are againft me. Gen. xlii. 36.—Now at

the very juncture when Uie people ot God are thus de-

jecfled, when their hearts are trembling for the ark of
the Lord, for God then to arifeand to make the time

of his church's extremity the time of his mercy in raif-

ing up others, and pouring out his fpirit upon them in

a plentiful effufion of gifts and graces, how does he
hereby moft v/onderfully illuftrate his power and love

!

Hig-light, his favour towards Zion appears as it were
with a double brightnefs, thus breaking out from a-

niidft a night of thick darknefs ; and the people of
God, with a moft lively and powerful fenfe of the di-

vine goodnefs, acknowledge that God has done great

things for them, which they looked not for ; and that

nothing but his ov^n arm and his own love could have

helped them in fuch a dirtrcffing feafon. Hereby God
is more eminently feen and glorified, and the w-ork

appears to be the Lord's, and is wonderful in his peo-

ple's eyes.

(3 ) God may take away the excellent of the earth

in the flower or prime of their days, and in the meri-

dian of their ufefulnefs, to fhew us more powerfully

and affeftingly the vanity of the prefent ftate. God
fhows
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^lows us the vanity of the prefent ftate when he takes

"Hvay perfons in old age, when they have reached their

^'Jireefcore years and ten, to fourfcore years ; for by fuch

^hftances we are taught what a mere hand's breadth of

^^eing this hfe is, even in its utmoft extent, and how
^on our exiftence in this world will be terminated, even

^%ough it is protracfled to its fartheft limit. But when
|neath, ufurping, as it were, by violence the fickle from
^%e delaying hands of time, cuts off perfons in the

-*^^floom or in the prime of life, then is the vanity of the

"prefent ftate preached to us in the moft ftriking, affc<5l-

^^^g manner. And if with the bloom of youth or

^Vime of manhood, great intelleftual abilities, and fu-

Herior acquired accomplifhments, didinguifned piety,

^Hnd moft enlarged ufefulnefs are cut oft\, then, in the

°"inoft folemn awful accents, is the vanity of the prefent

^^Itate proclaimed to us, and our ears receive the leiTon

'lot in foft whifpers, not in a common voice, but in

peals of thunder. Then we hear the cry founding, as

it were, in an overwhelming and irrefiftible energy.

All flejh is grafs^ and all the goodlinefs thereof is as the

flower of the field: the grafs withers^ the flower fades

^

becaiife the fpirit of the Lord blows upon it. Ifai. xl. 6, 7.

—I fee a man in the vigour and ftrength of conftitu-

tion, a man ennobled beyond the common multitude

by a bright and lively imagination, by a clear and pierc-

ing judgment, by a fuperior, manly, and commanding
eloquence : I fee a man fuperior to his fellow-chriftlans

and his fellow-mi nifters, by a moft fublime, fteady,

rational, and uniform piety, and by an unextinguiftia-

ble zeal, and unwearied labour for the glory of God,
and the good of fouls -, this man, thus richly furnifhed

and qualified, is taken away by a fudden ftroke, or

after but a very few days illnefs, and an end is put to

all his luftre and benefit in our world. What inference

refults from all this, but that all is vanity here belov/ ?

If the beft we meet with on earth is thus fugitive and
uncertain ; if it may fo foon be gone, for ever gone
from us, then verily every man at his beft eftate ^ and the

beft
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beft of men too, are altogether vanity. Pfal. x.

The pearls and jewels of our world may I

taken from it as the dirt and drofs. There is

there is death in my choiceft enjoyments.

the tall cedar may be cut down as well as t

plant.—Stars of the firft magnitude, as v

fmaller orbs, may quit the ikies, and vaniil'i

fight. Death makes no diftinftion betweer.

bad, between the greateft and raeaneft, tY

worft. Now he ftrikes his dart at the poc-

and now he launches it at the monarch on 1

Now his fhaft fmites the chrifiian in his priv

of life, and now his unerring ftroke lays th

genius, fcholar, and minifter in the duft.—..

in this fenfe, co?ne alike to all. Eccl. ix. 2. A;
the cafe, do the floods of death alike overv, io

flately and richly freighted iliip as the fmall Dair^ ff

boat, then why fhould I doat upon the creature ?— ir

I build my fond expectations of peace and comfort

upon the beft of men, I build upon the fand. My
deareft friendlTiips, and richeft joys on earth may be

dafhed in pieces in an hour, in a moment. All on 0arth

is fhadow, and when I look even to the very, beft it

can afford, I fee the fame vanity and frailty there, which
are common to lower and meaner things.

(4.) God may cut oft the excellent of the earth in

the flower or prime of their days, and in the height of
their ufefulnefs, to bring our hearts into a nearer and

more intimate dependence upon himfelf. How pleaf-

ed are we apt to be with our enjoyments here below,

and efpecially with our pious friendfliips and connex-

ions ^. And it may be that we are in fuch cafes the

lefs aware of danger, and the iefs upon our guard as

to excefs, as we are certain that it is no v^ay iinful, but

on the other hand acceptable in the fight of God, to

value the excellent of the earth, and to be deli^^htcd

with their converfation and company. But even here

we may exceed, and by an inordinate regard to only

creatures and inftruments, we may be led aftray from

GoD;
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God ; or may not fo much confider, adore, and enjoy

him in them as we ought. God has a right to our

entire hearts ; and, unlefs we look to him, and own
him in all our beft enjoyments, we may provoke him
to remove them from us \ and this he may do, that lie

may bring us into more intimate union with himfelf,

and dependence upon him, that the creature may be

fhewn to be nothing better than a creature, and that

he may be honoured and acknowledged as all in all.

Peter, upon the mount of transfiguration, fays, that it

was good for them to he there^ " and was for making
three tabernacles, one for his Lord, one for Mofes,

and one for Elias •, but it is told us he knew not what
he faid," Luke ix. 33, and the bright vifion was foon

concluded. God may righteoufly, and indeed graci-

oufly remove creatures, the beft creatures from us, if

they draw off too much of the current of our affedions

from himfelf. The ciftern breaking may endear to us

the living fountain. The reed finking may recom-

mend us to the rock of ages. God may take av/ay

this and the other created excellency that our wealcneis

has fet up a veil between him and our fouls, that we
may lie the more open to his immediate communica-
tions, and that we may better remember and pradtife

our duty, to love the Lord our God with all our hearty

with all our foul^ with all our rmnd^ and with all our

firength. Mark xii. 30.

(5.) As by the death of the excellent of the earth

In the flower or prime of their days, we are taught that

no ftrength of conftitutlon, or eminency, or ufefulnefs

are fecurities from death, fo we may hereby be excited

the more diligently to attend to our work, and prepare

for our difmiffion. Ifwe fee others taken away younger

and ftronger than ourfelves, then what is the Inference,

but that we may be cut off as well as they, and Indeed

more eafily than they ? If we obferve others more
eminent and more ierviceable than ourfelves called

away from life, if their brighter fplendors and more
extenfive benefit to mankind were no protedion from

I the
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the arreft of death, then what may we their inferiors

exped ? We have no exemption from ficknefs, pain,

or fudden death, or death in the midft of our days,

any more than others. If we had the wifdom of So-

lomon, or the zeal and ufefulnefs of St. Paul, ftill, like

them, v/e fhould be no better than mortal. Hear then

the voice of God to you, fpeaking from the afhes of

the young, the ilrong, the learned, the eminently pious

and ufeful :

—

Stand with your loins girded^ andyour lamps

burning. Give diligence^ to make your calling and ele^fion

fure. Work while it is day \ the night comes when no man
can work. Whatfoever thine hand finds to do., do it with

thy might. Do not think that becaufe you are a tree,

even a pahii, or a vine, whofe fruit cheers both God arrd

man., Judges ix. 13, that therefore the order will not

be iffued out, " Hew down the tree, cut off its bran-

ches, and even pluck up its roots.'* Flatter not your-

felf becaufe you are a faint and fervant of God, or a

minifter of fome confiderable influence and importance

in the church, that death can have no power over you •,

dream not of an abiding-place here ; you dwell in a ta-

bernacle that may be foon taken down, even though
it is a tabernacle which is holinefs to the Lord. At-
tend then to your work-, every day look out for death,

and view yourfelf as at the brink of the grave and at

the door of eternity. •

(6.) By the death of the excellent of the earth in the

flower or prime of their days, and in the midfl: of their

fervices to God and his church, we may be led to in-

quire, whether there is no anger exprefied againft us

by their fudden, and in refpeft of the common age of

man, untimely removal.

As (i.) We may do well to confider whether there

may not be fome judgments impending over us. If

ambafladors are called home, it may become the na-

tion, where they were, to confider whether a rupture

is not likelv to enfue. Every good man that is taken

away from our world is a lofs to it, a dedudion from

its worth, in proportion to his goodnefs. There is a

lofs
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lofs of his inftrudions, his example, and his prayers.

And if the beft of men are cut oiF, the lofs grows fo

much the greater, and our apprehenfions of the divine

refentment may very juftly be fo much the more a-

wakened. Doves fly home to their windows at the

coming ftorm. The righteous perijhes, and no man lays

it to heart -, and merciful men are taken away, none con-

fidering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to

-come. Ifaiah Ivii. i. Lot leaves Sodom ; and when he

is gone the floodgates of vengeance are fet open, and

the city is turned into deftrudion. Do not let us think

lightly of the matter, that we fee the befl: of m.en, men
that were holy wreftlers with God, and fl:ood in the

breach to plead with him to turn away his wrath, re-

moved from our world in the midft of their days, ef-

pecially when fo few fervants and faints of God remain-

ed behind, and the world is fo generally filled with

impiety, and all manner of wickednefs. Good Heze-
kiah, and after him good Jofiah, muft go to their

graves before the defl:ru(flion comes upon Judah and

Jerufalem.

(2.) And as we know not but the deaths of the ex-

cellent of the earth in the midfl: of their days, and in

the midfl: of their ufefulnefs, may portend fome judg-

ments from God coming upon us, fo let us hence be

excited the more earnefl:ly to deprecate them, and pray

for his merciful regards to us. If the excellent of the

earth are taken away, and taken away in the midfl of

their ufefulnefs, and if, in fuch difpenfations of l^rovi-

dence v/e may hear, as it were, the firft alarms of the

Almighty anger from his fecret place of thunder, let

us be the more fervent in our fupplications that he

would turn away his anger, and not deal with us after

our fins, nor reward us according to our iniquities.

The more gloomy apprehenflon, the more apparent

danger, the more fliould we be excited to prayer, live-

ly and importunate prayer. Let us beg of God, and
beg the more earneftly, that he would have compafllon

upon us, and that the tokens of his judgments may.

proceed
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proceed no farther, and not continue upon us in a ftorm

of refiftlefs and overv/helming vengeance. And,

(3.) As we know not but the deaths of the excel-

lent of the earth, in the midft of their days and ufeful-

nefs, may be the forerunners of fome judgments from

God at the door, let us prepare to meet our God if he

fhould come out againft us in the way of his judgments.

Do we hear the found of his anger, and are there fome
awful flafhes, though at prefent at a difiance, that feem

to fignify an approaching tempcft, then let us prepare

to meet our God. Prepare to meet thy God, O Jfrael.

Amos iv. 12. Let us gird our chriftian armour clofe

about us. Let us ftrengthen ourfelves in our God,
and abound in the exercifes of a dependence upon him,

"'.vhofe grace only is fiifficient for us^ and whofe Jlrength

alone can beperfe^ed in our iveaknefs. 2 Cor. xii. 9. Let
us be in readinefs to follow our God at his call, either

through the waters or fires of affliction, being as willing

magnanimoufly to fuffer for him as we are cheerfully

to ferve him, and not being at all fhaken in mind or

fpirit by the mofl grievous calamities and trials of life ;

having an inviolable connexion with and a fure intereft

in him " who will make all things work together for

our good," Rom. viii. 28, and who has promifed us

a better life and a better world, after we have fuffered

a while, even an inheritance incorruptible^ undefiled^ and

that fades 7iot away, i Peter i. 4, and an admiffion

into his palace and prefence, where there is fulnefs of

joy, and a place at his right hand, where are pleafures

for evermore. Pfal. xvi. 11.

(7.) By the deaths of the excellent of the earth in

the flower or prime of their days, and in the midft of

their ufefulnefs, let us be excited to exert ourfelves

more vigoroufly and conftandy to glorify God, and

ferve our generation, than hitherto we have done.

Their removal fhews us that we may be removed,

and fo quickens us to our duty ; and their lofs like-

wife, their lofs to the world, fhould alfo excite us to

duty, fmce though there is as much work as ever, yet

there
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there are fewer labourers to perform it. The more

the world is impoverifhed, the more let us endeavour

to enrich it. If an army is reduced of its number,

let the officers, the foldiers that remain, not be un-

willing to go through double fervice, and to exert

themfelves with a double adivity and vigour.

(8.) By the removal of the excellent of the earth

in the flower or prime of their days, and in the height

of their ufefulnefs, we are fure that we have loft by

their departure from our world one tie to earth, and

gained one attachment more to heaven. The excel-

lent of the earth are taken away^ our friends, our

companions with whom we took fweet counfel. In

every fuch inftance one or more bond to earth and

time is confequently broken. We are in one more

degree detached from the charms of the creature, and

hereby may come nearer, if we rightly improve the

providence, to a deliverance from this world, that may
have had too faft an hold of our hopes and aflfeftions.

Had our pious and excellent friends ftayed behind us,

the thought of parting from them, though but for a

time, might have thrown a gloom upon our expiring

moments, and fharpened the fting of death. But they

are gone, and life has loft by the departure of each of

them one of its ftrongeft engagements. And as we
have dropt one tie to earth by their removal, fo we have

gained one more argument for heaven. Heaven lets

down one more attractive, and a moft fweet and power-

ful attractive it is, to draw up our hearts and hopes to

it ; heaven, where our immortal treafure lies, and whe-
ther our pious friends are gone. Let us feel the at-

tachment-, and the more heaven enlarges its glorious

and blelTed company of faints made perfeft, the more
let us look by faith within the veil, and the more ready

let us be to follow our brethren that have died in

Christ to the world of glory, that wc may ftiare with

them in their eternal bleftednefs, and in the joys of an

intimate, perfefl, and indifibluble friend ftiip.

(9.) And
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(9.) And laftly. Let the removal of the excellent

of the earth, in the flower or prime of their days, and
in the meridian of their ufefulnels, quicken us to im-

portunate and inceiTant prayer that God v/ould pour
out his fpirit upon fuch of his fervants as remain, and
upon our rifing miniftry, and rifing generation. The
refidue of the fpirit is with God, and it is a refidue

copious enough to qualify and confecrate fuch as fur-

vive, or fuch as are entering into life, and fervice, with

as eminent gifts and as eminent graces as thofe who
are gone before us. O for the fpirit of the afcending

Elijahs, to reft upon our young Elifhas ! The harvejl

truly is greats but the labourers are few -, let as earneft-

ly and inceffantly befeech the Lord of the harveji that

he would fend forth labourers into his harveji. Matt. ix.

37, 38. O that God would kindle by his Almighty
breath, and a rich undion from himfelf, bright and

burning lamps, to fill up the places of thofe which are

removed from his fanduary below, to fhine in his tem-

ple above ! Let the death of fuch an eminent fervant

of Christ as Mr. Davies^ in the prime of his age,

and in the height of his ufefulnefs, excite us to impor-

tunate and abundant prayer that God would be pleaf-

ed, in compaffion to our world, to raife up like inftru-

nients of his glory, both in our land and wherever hi§

name is known, or there are any opportunities to preach

his gofpel ! O for the defcent of a double portion of

the fpirit upon furviving minifters, and upon all other

nurfenes of religion and learning at hom^e and abroad !

*' Where is the Lord God of Elijah ?" He lives, he

is ftill with us, though Elijah is gone. To him there-

fore let us look, to him let us pray with holy impor-

tunity and zeal, that the time, even the fet time to

favour his Zion, may come. Let but the Lord " give

the word, and pour out of his fpirit, and great fhall

be the number of thofe that publifti it." Pfal. Ixviii. 1 1

.

" Let him but clothe his priejis with fahation, and his

people fhall f!jout aloud for joy, '*' Pfal. cxxxii. 16.

And
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And thus have I endeavoured, from various confi-

derations, to refolve this problem in providence,

" Why the excellent of the earth fhould be taken

away in the flower or prime of their age, and from

the moft enlarged fpheres of ufefulnefs, or what in-

ftru6lion and improvement we may gather from fuch

feemingly unkind and undefirable difpenfations." I

pretend not to afTign all the reafons of fuch a conduft

in Deity, in that " God, who works all things after

the counfel of his own will," but yet poffibly I may
have aiTigned fome, and fome fuch as may convince us

that even thefe afflidlive, and perhaps frequently fup-

pofed impenetrable proceedings, are not without evi-

dent traces of the divine wifdom, righteoufnefs, and

mercy upon them to a duly obferving eye, fo that we
may not only as the voice of faith, but as the confef-

iion of experience fay, I know^ O Lord, that thyJudg-

ments are rights and that thou in faithftilnefs haft affil^ed

me. Pfal. cxix. j ^.

I ihall only add, that whether we can or cannot in-

veftigate the motives in the counfels of a holy, wife,

and merciful God, why fuch providences fhould take

place as the removal of the excellent of the earth in the

flower or prime of their days, and in the height of

their ufefulnefs; yet two things methinks are indif-

penfible duties upon us in fuch difpenfations. Congra-
tulation and SubmifTion. Congratulation that our pi-

ous friends are gone to a better world ; for as one fays,

" Was not felf-iove too predominant, and our faith of
invifible realities too weak, we fliould rejoice at a

pious relative (or friend's) admillion into the fociety

of the blefled. We congratulate them on fome petty

advantage, gained in this low ftate of being, and we
mourn their advancement to the higheft degree of ho-

nour and felicity, becaufe out of our ken !—Such auk-
ward and prepofterous creatures are we."
The other duty is fubmiffion—fubmiffion to the

high and holy, though awful will of Heaven. Pati-

ence has its hour of exertion and effulgence in the dark-

nefs
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nefs of providence, and the feafon of our greatefl:

trials. " Father, not my will, but thine be done,^'

how glorious, how pleafant to hear from a foul under

the preffures of the foreft affliftions ! I have often

thought of the noble fpeech of the Archbilhop ofCam-
bray, who, when he heard the news of the Duke of

Burgundy's death, to whom he had been preceptor,

and for whom he had the moft tender affedion, burft

into tears, but yet prefently faid, " If I knew that by

the turn of a ftraw I could recover him to life, and yet

at the fame time was afiured that it was contrary to the

will of God, I would not do it."—O for a complacent

acquiefcence in the divine difpofals ! O for the meek
and cheerful furrender of our wills to the will of our

God ! May this be our experience till faith is turned

into fight, and hope and patience (hall be fwallowed up
m boundlefs and everlafting fruition and joy.

CHARACTER
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" TT will doubtlefs be acknowledged on all hands,

X that a decent refpe^l, and a proportionable tri-

bute of honour are due to the memory of thofe de-

ceafed, whom the God of Nature and Grace had fur-

nifhed with every valuable endowment, and in his pro-

vidence had advanced to an extenfive fpliere of ufeful-

nefs while they lived : and that this was eminently the

cafe of my reverend friend and brother, no one, who
had the happinefs of his perfonal acquaintance, or

could rely on the tcflimony of univerfal fame, will

pretend to difpute.

" I am, however, truly fenfible that to exhibit a

juft portraiture of Prefident Davies, and draw the line-

aments of his amiable charafter, is a tafk too arduous

for me, and would require a genius not inferior to his

own-, but however, the friendfhip with which he was
pleafed to honour me, the efteem and veneration I had
for him while he lived, with the juft fenfe I ftill enter-

tain of his uncommon worth, unitedly demand the

prefent exertion of my feeble attempts, efpecially as

his death has taken place in the intervening time be-

tween the preaching of the following Difcourfe, and
its publication, which was committed to my care.

" Mr. Davies was a man of fuch uncommon furni-

ture, both of gifts and grace, and adorned with fuch

an ailemblage of amiable and ufeful qualities, and each

K. fhining
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fhining with Tuch diftinguifhed luftre, that it is truly

hard to fay in which he moil excelled, and equally hard

to mention one valuable or ufeful accompliihment irl

which he did not excel. A large and capacious under-

ftanding— a folid, unbiafled, and well-regulated judg-

ment—a quick apprehenfion—a genius truly penetrat-

ing—*a fruitful invention—an elegant tafte,—were all

happily united in him, and conftituted a real greatnefs

of mind, which never failed to ftrikc every obfcrver

with an agreeable furprife.

" To this extraordiary natural capacity were added

the improvements of a learned and polite education,

which, though in the early years of his ftudy it was
embarraifed with many peculiar difadvantages, yet by

the ftrength of his genius, and dint of indefatigable ap-

plication, was cultivated to fuch a degree of elegance and

refinement, that attracted the notice and admiration of

all the friends of fcience wherever he was known.
" And as the pov\^ers of his mind were enriched

with every valuable human accomplifhment, fo they

were eminently improved by the influence and efficacy

of fanftifying grace ; in confequence of which they

were all iincerely devoted to the fervicc of God, and

the good of mankind. In the early flages of his life,

it pleafed a Sovereign God to call him effeftually from

his natural alienation to the knowledge and love of

himfelf, to take a powerful pofTefilon of his heart, and

feize all the faculties of his adive and capacious foul

for his fervice. Upon finifhing therefore the courfe

of his preparatory lludies, he entered into the facred

employment of the gofpel-miniflry, and folemnly de-

dicated himfelf with all his fuperior talents to the work
of the fanduary.

" In the exercife of this facred ofHce, his fervent

zeal and undiflembled piety, his popular talents and

engaging methods of addrefs, foon acquired him a

diftinguifhed charadler, and general admiration. Scarce

was he known as a public preacher but he was fent,

on the earnefl application of the people, to fome of

the
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th^ diftant fettlements of Virginia, where many of the

inhabitants, in refpecfl of religion, were but a fmall

remove from the darknefs and ignorance of unculti-r

vatcd heathenifm, and where the religion of Jefus,

which he endeavoured to propagate, had to encounter

with all the blindnefs, prejudice, and enmity, that are

natural to the heart of the moft depraved finner. Yet

under all apparent difadvantages, his labours were at-

tended with fuch remarkable fuccefs, that all oppofi-

tion quitted the unequal combat, and gave way to the

powerful energy of the divine fpirit, which was graci-

oufiy pleafed by his miniftry to add many new fubjedls

to the fpiritual kingdom of our glorious Im.manuel.

" The work of the miniftry was Mr. Davies's great

delight i and for it he was admirably furnifhed with

every valuable qualification of nature and grace. Di-

vinity was a favourite ftudy, in which he made a pro^

iiciency uncommon for his years, and yet he generally

preferred the moft neceffary and practical branches of

it to the dark mazes of endlefs controverfy and intri-

cate difputes ; aiming chiefly at the converfion of fin-

ners, and to change the hearts and lives of men by an

afFeding reprefentation of the plain, but moft impor-

tant, interefting truths of the law and the gofpel.

His talent at compofition, efpecially for the pulpit,

was equalled by few, and perhaps exceeded by none.

His tafte was judicious, elegant, and polite, and yet

his difcourfes v/ere plain and pungent, peculiarly adapt-

ed to pierce the confcience and aft^eft the heart. His
di(5lion was furpaftingly beautiful and comprehenfive,

tending to make the moft ftupid hearer fenfibly feel,

as well as clearly underftand. Sublimity and elegance,

plainnefs and perfpicuity, and all the force and, energy

that the language of mortals could convey, were the

ingredients of almoft every compofition. His manner

of delivery, as to pronunciation, gefture, and modula-

tion of voice, feemed to be a perfed m.odel of the moft

moving and ftriking oratory.

" Whenever he afcended the facred defk, he feemed

to
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to have not only the attention, but all the various paf-

iions of his auditory entirely at his command And
as liis perfonal appearance was auguft and venerable,

yet benevolent and mild, {o he could fpeak with the

mod commanding authority, or melting tendernefs>

according to the variation of his fubjedt. With what
majefty and grandeur, with what energy and ftriking

folemnity, with what powerful and almofi irrefihible

eloquence would he illuftrate the truths, and inculcate

the duties of chriflianity ! Mount Sinai feemed to

thunder from his lips, when he denounced the tremen-

dous curfes of the law, and founded the dreadful alarm

to guilty, fecure impenitent fmners. The folemn

fcenes of the laft judgment feemed to rife in view,

v/hen he arraigned, tried, and convidted felf-deceivers,

and formal hypocrites. And how did the balm of

Gilead diftil from his lips, when he exhibited a bleed-

ing dying Saviour to finful mortals, as a fovereign re-

medy for the v/ounded heart, and anguifhed confci-

cnce ! In a word, v/hatever fubjeft he undertook,

perfuafive eloquence dwelt upon his tongue y and his

audience was all attention. He fpoke as on the bor-

ders of eternitv, and as viewing the glories and ter-

rors of an unfeen world, and conveyed the moft grand

and affedling ideas of thefe important realities; rea-

lities which he then firmly believed, and which he

now fees in the cleared: light of intuitive demonftration.

" The unufual luftre with which he fhone could not

long be confined to that remote corner of the world,

but foon attracted the notice and pleafing admiration

of men of genius, learning, or piety, far and near;

and therefore, on a vacancy at the college of New-
Jerfey, occafioned by the deceafe of two former Prefi-

dents*, in a clofe and awful fucceffion, he was elecfted

to that important office in the year 1759.
" Diftreding as it was both to him and his people,

united in the ftrongefl bonds of mutual alfe(5lion, to

think

* The Rev. Mr. Aaron Burr, in 17571 and the Rev. Mr. Jona-

than Edwards, who futceedcd him, and died the winter following.
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think of a reparation, yet a convidion of abfolute

duty, refulting from the importance of the ftation,

from the various concurring providences, and laftly,

fi-om the unanimous advice of his reverend brethren

convened in fynod, determined him to accept the pro-

pofal. Great and pleafing were the expeftations with

which we beheld him enter into that exalted fphere of

fervice ; yet I may boldly fay that they were vaftly ex-

ceeded in every refpedl by the reputable manner in

which he difcharged the arduous truft. The progrefs

he made in all the branches of fcience, with his capa-

city and diligence to acquire new improvements, ena-

bled him to condu(5t the youth with great advantage

through the feveral ftages of ufeful and polite litera-

ture. And, while he endeavoured to improve the

minds, he was not lefs folicitous to reform the hearts

and lives of his pupils, to make them good as well as

great, and fit them for both worlds. He knew that

religion was the brighteft ornament of the human,
and the faireft image of the divine nature, that all true

benevolence to men muft have its foundation laid in

a fupreme love to God, and that undiffembled piety

in the heart was the befl: fecurity for ufefulnefs in every

charafter of life. It was therefore his conftant endea-

vour to promote the eternal as well as the temporal

good of the youth intruded to his tuition, not only

by his fervent preaching and exemplary life, but by

inculcating at the proper feafons the worth of their

fouls, and the vaii, the inexprelTible importance of

their everlafting interefts.

" In the government of the college, he had the pe-

culiar art of mingling authority and lenity in fuch a

due proportion, as feldom or never failed of thedefir-

ed fuccefs. Hence he was revered and loved by every

member of that colleded family over which he prefid-

ed. His performances at public anniverfary com-
mencements, as they never failed to do honour to the

inftitution, fo they always furprifed his friends them-
felves by exceeding, far exceeding their moil fanguine

ex-
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expedations. His poetical compofitions, and his ele-

gant tafte for cultivating the Mufes, gave additional

embellifhments to thofe performances, and greatly

heightened the pleaiure of his crowded auditors.

" His acquaintance with mankind, his eafy and
polite behaviour, his affability and condefcenfion, his

modefty and candor, his engaging manner of addrefs,

with his fprightly and entertaining converfation, all

the genuine fruits of a mod benevolent heart, render-

ed him greatly beloved through the large circle of his

acquaintance, and as greatly admired even by ftrangers,

whofe occafional excurfions gave them only the oppor-
tunity of a tranfient interview.

" Ki=» natural temper, amiable in itfelf, and fweet-

ened with all the charms of divine grace, rendered him
peculiarly dear in all the relative charaders of focial life,

wliether as an hufband, a father, a tutor, or a friend.

" With this excellent man at the head of the col-

lege, what pleafing profpeds did we form of the ex-

tenfive ufefulnefs of that infant feminary, both to the

church and to the commonwealth ! He was, in fhort,

all wi; could wifh or defire in a man, to promote the

valuable interefts of learning and piety, and render tht

college reputable and ufeful.

" But, alas ! all his ample furniture of gifts and
graces, all the amiable qualities of the mind, with the

-advantages of the happieft conftitution of body, could

notfecure him from the fate of mortals. He is gone ;

he has quitted this inferior world amidft the unfeigned

forrows of his family, his friends, the college, and

our country : he has taken his flight to his native flcies,

and joined with kindred fpirits in the regions of a glo-

rious immortality, while his remains are gathered to

thofe of his predeceflbrs, in the dark and dreary repo-

iitory of the grave.
" O the unutterable and extenfive lofs to a diflrefied

family, to a bereaved college, to the miniftry, to the

church, to the community, to the republic of letters,

and in ihort to all the valuable interefts of mankind!"
SERMON
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S E R M O N I.

.The divine Authority and Sufficiency of the Chriftian

Religion.

Luke xvi. 27—31. Then be /aid, Ipray thee therefore^

father^ that thou wouldeji fend him to my father''s houfe^

for I havefive brethren^ that he may tefiify unto them^

lefi they alfo come into this place of torment. Abra-

hamfaith unto him^ 'They have Mofes and the prophets %

kt them hear them. And he faid^ Nay., father Abra-

ham., but if one went unto them from the dead., they

will repent. And he faid unto him., If they hear not

Mofes and the prophets^ neither will they he perfuaded.^

though one rofe fro7n the dead.

WHAT Micah faid fuperftitioufly, when he was
robbed o^ his idols, ye have taken away my

gods; and what have I more? (Judg. xviii. 24.) may
be truly fpoken with regard to the religion of Jefus,

If that be taken from us, what have we more ? If the

foundations be dejiroyed^ what fl^all the righteous do ? Pfal.

xi, ^. The generality of you owe all your hopes of

a glorious immortality to this heaven-born religion,

and you make it the rule of your faith and pradlice

;

confident that in fo doing you pleafe God.
But what if after all you (hould be miftaken ? what

if the religion of Jefus {hould be an impofture ?—

I

know you are ftruck with horror at the thought, and
perhaps alarmed at my making fo jfhocking a fuppofi-

tion But this fufpicion, horrid as it is, has probably

been fuggeiled to you at times by infernal agency j

this fufpicion may at times have rifen in your minds in

their wanton and licentious excurlions, or from the

falfe alarms of a melancholy and timorous imagina-

tion:
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tlon: and if this fufpicion has never been raifcd in you

by the fophiftical converfation of loofe wits and afiedl-

ed rationalifts, it ha-^ been owing ro your happy retire-

ment from the polite world, where infidelity makes
extenfive conquefts, under the fpecious name of Deifm.

Since therefore you are fubjed to an afiault from fuch

a fufpicion, when you may not be armed ready to repel

it, let me this day ftart it from its ambufli,' that I may
try the force of a few arguments upon it, and furnifh

you with weapons to conquer it.

Let me alfo tell you, that that faith in the chriftian

religion which proceeds from infufficient or bad prin-

ciples, is but little better than infidelity. If you be-

lieve the chriftian religion to be divine, becaufe you
hardly care whether it be true or falfe, being utterly

unconcerned about religion in any fliape, and there-

fore never examining the matter;—If you believe it

true, becaufe you have been educated in it ; becaufe

your parents or minifters have told you fo; or becaufe

it is the religion of your country, if thefe are the

only grounds of your faith, it is not fuch a faith as

conftitutes you true chriftians •, for upon the very fame

grounds you would have been Mahometans in Tur-

key, difciples of Confucius in China, or worfhippers

of the devil among the Indians, if it had been your

unhap|:y lot to be born in thofe countries : for a Ma-
hometan, or a Chinefe, or an Indian, can alTign thefe

grounds for his faith. Surely, I need not tell you,

that the grounds of a miftaken belief in an impofture,

are not a fufficient foundation for a faving faith in a.

divine revelation. I am afraid there are many fuch

implicit believers among us, v^ho are in the right only

by chance : and thefe lie a prey to every temptation,

and may be turned out of the way of truth by every

wind of do(5lrine. It is therefore neceflary to teach

them the grounds of the chriftian religion, both to

prevent their fedudion, and to give them a rational

and well-grounded faith, inftead of that which is only

blind and accidental.

Nay,
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Nay, fuch of us as have the cleareft convldion of

this important truth, had need to have it inculcated

upon us, that we may be more and more imprefled

v/ith it-, for the influence of chriftianity upon our

hearts and lives will be proportioned to the realizing,

afFeding perfuafion of its truth and certainty in our

underftandings.

If I can prove that chriflianity anfwers all the ends

of a religion from God \—if I can prove that it is at-

tended with fufBcient atteftations •,—if I can prove that

no fufficient objections can be offered againft it •,—and
that men have no reafon at all to delire another •, but

that if this proves ineffedual for their reformation

and falvation, there is no ground to hope that any
other would prove fuccefsful :—I fay, if I can prove

thefe things, then the point in debate is carried, and
v/e mufi: all embrace the religion of Jefus as certainly-

true.—Thefe things are afferted or implied in my text,

with refpeft to the fcriptures then extant, Mojes and
the prophets.

My text is a parabolical dialogue between Abraham
and one of his wretched pofterity, once rioting in the

luxuries of high life, but now tormented in infernal

flames.

We read of his brethren in his father's houfe;

Among thefe probably his eftate was divided upon his

deceafe; from whence we may infer that he had no
children -, for had he had any, it would have been

more natural to reprefent him as folicitous for their

reformation by a meflenger from the dead, than for

that of his brothers. He feems therefore, like fome
of our unhappy modern rakes, jufl to have come to.

his eftate, and to have abandoned himfelf to fuch a

courfe of debaucheries as foon fhattered his conftitu-

tion, and brought him down to the grave, and alas !

to hell, in the bloom of life, when they were far from
his thoughts. May this be a warning to all of his

^ge and circumftances

!

L Whether,
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Whether, from fome remaining affedlion to his bre-

thren, or (which is more likely) from a fear that they
who had fhared v/ith him in fin would increafe his tor-

ment, fhould they defcend to him in the infernal pri-

fon, he is folicitous that Lazarus might be fent as an
apoftle from the dead to warn them. His petition is

to this purpofe :
" Since no requeft in my own favour

can be granted ; fince I cannot obtain the poor favour

of a drop of water to cool my flaming tongue, let me
at leait make one requeft in behalf of thofe that are as

yet in the land of hope, and not beyond the reach of
mercy. In my father's houfe I have five brethren,

gay, thoughtlefs, young creatures, who are now riot-

ing in thofe riches I was forced to leave, who interred

my mouldering corpfe in ftate, little apprehenfive of

the doom of my immortal part ; who are now tread-

ing the fame enchanting paths of pleafure I walked in ;

and will, unlefs reclaimed, foon defcend, like me,
thoughtlefs and unprepared, into thefe doleful regions :

I therefore pray, that thou wouldeft fend Lazarus to

alarm them in their wild career, with an account of

my dreadful doom, and inform them of the reality

and importance of everlafting happinefs and mifery,

that they may reform., and fo avoid this place of tor-

ment, whence I can never efcape."

Abraham's anfwer may be thus paraphrafed :
" If

thy brothers perifh, it will not be for want of means ;

they enjoy the facred fcriptures of the Old Teftament,

written by Mofes and the prophets; and thefe are fuf-

ficient to inform them of neceflary truths to regulate

their pra6Hce, and particularly to warn them of ever-

lafting punifhment ! Let them therefore hear and re-

gard, ftudy and obey, thofe writings; for they need

no further means for their falvation.

To this the wretched creature replies, " Nay, fa-

ther Abraham, thefe means will not avail ; I enjoyed

them all ; and yet here I am, a loft foul ; and I am
afraid they will have as little effed upon them as they

had upon me. Thefe means are common and fami-

liar.
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liar, and therefore difregarded. Butif one arofe from
the dead ; ifan apoftle from the invifible world was fent

to them, to declare as an eye-witnefs the great things

he has feen, furely they would repent. The novelty

and terror of the apparition would alarm them. Their
fenfes would be ftruck with fo unufual a meffenger,

and they would be convinced of the reality of eternal

things j therefore I muft renew my requeft ; fend

Lazarus to them in all the pomp of heavenly fplendor

;

Lazarus whom they once knew in fo abjedl a condition,

and whom they will therefore the more regard, when
they fee him appear in all his prefent glory.'*

Thus the miferable creature pleads (and it is na-

tural for us to wifh for other means, when thofe we
have enjoyed are ineffedlual, though it fhould be

through our own negled) ; but, alas ! he pleads in

vain.

Abraham continues inexorable, and gives a very

good reafon for his denial: " If they pay no regard

to the writings of Mofes and the prophets, the {land-

ing revelation God has left in his church, it would be

to no purpofe to give them another : they would not

be perfuaded though one rofe from the dead •, the fame

difpofition that renders them deaf to fuch meffengers

as Mofes and the prophets, would alfo render them im-

perfuafible by a meffenger from the dead. Such a one

might ftrike them with a panic, but it would foon be

over, and then they would return to their ufual round
of pleafures ; they would prefently think the appari-

tion was but the creature of their own imagination,

or fome unaccountable illufion of their fenfes. If one

arofe from the dead, he could but declare the fame

things fubftantially with Mofes and the prophets -, and

he could not fpeak with greater authority, or give

better credentials than they; and therefore they who
are not benefited by thefe ftanding means, muft be

given up as defperate ; and God, for very good reafons,

will not multiply new revelations to them."
This
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This anfwer of Abraham was exemplified when
another Lazarus was raifed from the dead in the very

iight of the Jews, and Chrift burft the bands of death,

and gave them inconteftible evidences of his refurrec-

tion-, and yet after all they were not perfuaded, but

perfifted in invincible infidelity.

This parable was fpoken before any part of the

New Teftament was written, and added to the facred

canon-, and if it might be then afTerted, that the

ftanding revelation of God's will was fufHcient, and

that it was needlefs to demand farther, then much
inore may it be afTerted now, when the canon of the

fcriptures is completed, and we have received fo much
additional light from the New Teftament. We have

not only Mofes and the prophets, but we have alfo Chrifl,

v/ho is a meflenger from the dead, and his apoflles

;

and therefore, furely " if we do not hear them, nei-

ther would we be perfuaded, though one arofe from

the dead.*' The gofpel is the lafl effort of the grace

of God with a guilty world -, and if this has no efFe<5t

upon us, our difeafe is incurable that refufes to be

healed.

I cannot infift upon all the important truths con-

tained in this copious text, but only defign,

I. To fhew the fufHciency of the flanding revela-

tion of God's will in the fcriptures, to bring men
to repentance : and,

II. To expofe the vanity and unreafonablenefs of

the objections againft this revelation, and of de-

manding another.

I. I am to fhew the fufHciency of the flanding reve-

jation in the fcriptures to bring men to repentance.

If the fcriptures give us fufHcient inftru6lions in

matters of faith, and fufncient directions in matters of

practice,-—if they are attended with fufficient eviden-

ces for our faith,—and produce fufHcient excitements

to influence our praftice, then they contani a fufHcient

revelation -, for it is for thefc purpofes we need a reve-

lation, and a revelation that anfwers thefe purpofes

has
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has the direcfteft tendency to make us truly religious,

and bring us to an happy immortality. But that the

revelation in the Tcriptures (particularly in the New
Teftament, which 1 fhall more immediately confider

as being the immediate foundation of Chriftianity) is

fufficient for all thefe purpofes, will be evident from an

indudion of particulars.

I . The fcriptures give us fufficient inftruflions what

we fhould believe, or are a fufficient rule of faith.

Religion cannot fubfift v/ithout right notions of

God and divine things; and entire ignorance or mif-

takes in its fundamental articles, muft be deftru(5live of

its nature •, and therefore a divine revelation muft be

a colledion of rays of light, a fyftem of divine know-
ledge ;—and fuch we find the chriftian revelation to

be, as contained in the facred writings.

In the fcriptures we find the faint difcoveries of naJ

tural reafon illuftrated, its uncertain conje6lures deter-

mined, and its mif!:akes correded -, fo that chriftianity

includes natural religion in the greateft perfeftion.

But it does not reft here ; it brings to light things

which eye hath not feen^ mr ear heard, neither the heart

of man conceived, i Corinth, ii. 9,—things, which our

feeble reafon could never have difcovered without the

help of a fupernatural revelation -, and which yet arc

of the utmoft importance for us to know.

In the fcriptures we have the cleareft and moft ma-
jeftic account of the nature and perfections of the Deity,

and of his being the Creator, Ruler, and Benefacftor

of the univerfe •, to whom therefore all reafonable be-

ings are under infinite obligations.

In the fcriptures we have an account of the prefent

ftate of human nature, as degenerate, and a more ra-

tional and eafy account of the manner of its apoftafy,

than could ever be given by the light of nature.

In the fcriptures too (which wound but to cure) v/e

have the welcome account of a method of recovery

from the ruins of our apoftafy, tlirough the mediation

of the Son of God i there we have the affiirance

which
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which we could find no where elfe, that God is recon-

cilable, and willing to pardon penitents upon the ac-

count of the obedience and fufferings of Chrift. There
all our anxious enquiries, Wherewith Jhall I come before

the Lord? or bow myjelf before the mofi high God? Jhall

^ I come before him with burnt-offerings ? &c. Micah vi.

6, 7, are fatisfadlorily anfwered ; and there the ago-

nizing confcience can obtain relief, which might have

fought it in vain among all the other religions in the

world.

In the fcriptures alfo, eternity and the invifible

worlds are laid open to our view ; and " life and im-

mortality are brought to light by the gofpel •," about

which the heathen fages, after all their enquiries, la-

boured under uneafy fufpicions. There we are afTur-

ed of the ftate of future rewards and punifhments,

according to our condudl in this ftate of probation

;

and the nature, perfecftion, and duration of the hap-

pinefs and mifery, are defcribed with as much accu-

racy as are neceflary to engage us to feek the one and

fhun the other.

I particularize thefe do6lrines of Chriftianity as a

fpecimen, or as fo many general heads, to which many
others may be reduced ; not intending a complete enu-

meration, which would lead me far beyond the bounds

of one fermon ; and for which my whole life is not

fufficient. I therefore proceed to add,

2. The holy fcriptures give us complete direc^lions

in matters of pra<5lice, or are a fufficient rule of life.

A divine revelation muft not be calculated merely

to amufe us, and gratify our curiofity with fublime and

refined notions and fpeculations, but adapted to diredl

and regulate our pradice, and render us better as well

as wifer.

Accordingly, the facred writings give us a complete

fyftem of praftical religion and morality. There, not

only all the duties of natural religion are inculcated,

but feveral important duties ; as love to our enemies,

humility, ^c, are clearly difcovered ; v/hich the feeble

light
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light of reafon in the heathen moralifts did either not

perceive at all, or but very faintly. In fhort, there

we are informed of our duties towards God, towards

our neighbours, and towards ourfelves. The fcrip-

tures are full of particular injundlions and direftions

to particular duties, left we fhould not be fagacious

enough to infer them from general rules; and fome-

times all thefe duties are fummed up in fome fhort

maxim, or general rule ; which we may eafily remem-
ber, and always carry about with us. Such a noble

fummary is that which Chrift has given us of the whole

moral law •,
" Thou fhaltlovd the Lord thy God with

all thy heart, &c. and thy neighbour as thyfelf.'* Or
that all-comDrehendino; rule of our conduct towards

one another, " Whatfoever ye would that men Ihould

do unto you, do ye the fame unto them."

What recommends thefe do6lrinal inftrudlions and
practical directions is, that they are plain and obvious

to common fenfe. It is as much the concern of the il-

literate and vulgar to be religious, as of the few en-

dowed with an exalted and philofophic genius; and
confequently, whatever difficulties may be in a revela-

tion to exercife the latter, yet all necefliiry matters of
faith and practice muft be delivered in a plain manner,
level to the capacities of the former ; otherwife it

would be no revelation at all to them who ftand in

moft need of it. Accordingly the religion of Jefus,

though it has myfteries equal and infinitely fuperior to

the largeft capacity, yet in its neceflary articles is in-

telligible to all' ranks who apply themfelves with pro-

per diligence to the perufal of them : and I dare affirm,

that a man of common fenfe, with the afliftance of the

facred fcriptures, can form a better fyftem of religion

and morality than the wifeft philofopher, with all his

abilities and learning, can form without this help.

This I dare affirm, becaufe it has been put to trial,

and attefted by matter of faft ; for whoever is acquaint-

ed with the writings of the ancient heathen philofo-

phers, cannot but be convinced, that, amidft all their

learning
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learning and ftudy, amidft all their fhining thoughts

and refined fpeculations, they had not fuchjuft notions

of God and his perfeftions, of the moil acceptable

way of worfliipping him, of the duties of morality,

and of a future ftate, as any common chriftian among
us has learned from the fcriptures, without any un-

common natural parts, v/ithout exteniive learning, and
without fuch painful ftudy and clofe application as the

heathen moralifts were forced to ufe to make their lefs

perfecfl difcoveries. In this fenfe the leaft in the king-

dom of heaven, /. e. any common chriftian, is greater

than all the Socratefes, the Platos, the Ciceros, and the

Senecas of antiquity -, as one that is of a weak fight

can fee more clearly by the help of day-light, than the

cleareft eye can wirhout it.

And by whom was this vaft trcafury of knowledge
laid up to enrich the world ? by whom were thefc

matchlefs writings compofed, which furnifti us with a

fyftem of religion and morality fo much more plain,

fo much more perfed;, than ail the famous fages of an-'

tiquity could frame ? Why, to our aftonifhment, they

were compofed by a company of fiftiermen, or perfons

not much fuperior •, by perfons generally without any

liberal education ; perfons who had not devoted their

lives to intellectual improvement; perfons of no extra-

ordinary natural parts, and who had not travelled, like

the ancient philofophers, to gather up fragments of

knowledge in different countries, but who lived in

Judea, a country where learning was but little culti-

vated, in com.parifon of Greece and Rome. Thefe

were the moft accompliftied teachers of mankind that

ever appeared in the world. And can this be account-

ed for, without acknowledging their infpiration from

heaven ? If human reafon could have made fuch dif-

coveries, furely it would have made them by thofe in

whom it was improved to the greateft perfedion, and

not by a company of ignorant mechanics.

The perfons themfeives declare that they had not

made thefe difcoveries, but were taught them imme-
diately
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diately from heaven (which indeed we muft have be-

lieved, though they had not told us fo).—Now we
muft beheve their declaration, and own them infpired,

or fall into this abfurdity. That a company of illiterate,

wicked, and daring impoftors, who were hardy enough
to pretend themfelves commiiiioned and infpired from
God, have furniihed us with an incomparably more
excellent fyftem of religion and virtue, than could be

furnifhed by all the wifeft and beft of the fons of men
be/ide ; and he that can believe this may believe any

thing ; and fliould never more pretend that he cannot

believe the chriftian religion upon the account of the

difficulties that attend it.

I have touched but fuperficially upon the fufficiency

of the fcriptures as a rule of faith and pradice; for to

dwell long upon this would be to fight without an an-

tagonift. Our infidels rejecft the chriftian religion,

becaufe they fuppofe it requires them to believe and
pradbife too much, rather than too little. Hence they

are for lopping off a great part of its dodtrine and
precepts, as fuperfluities, or incumbrances, and form-

ing a meagre fkeleton of natural religion. Their in-

telledlual pride will not ftoop to believe doArines which
they cannot comprehend ; and they cannot bear fuch

narrow bounds as the precepts of chriftianity fixes for

them in their purfuits of pleafure, and therefore they

would break thefe bands afunder. That which they

afFe£5t moft to complain of, is the want of evidence to

convince them of the truth of this ungrateful religion j

it will therefore be neceflary to prove more largely,

that,

3. The fcriptures are attended with fufficient evi-

dences of their truth and divinity.

It is certain, that as God can accept no other wor-

fhip than rational from reafonable creatures, he cannot

require us to believe a revelation to be divine without

fufficient reafon; and therefore, when he gives us a

revelation, he will atteft it with fuch evidences as will

be a fufficient foundation of our belief.

M Accordingly,
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Accordingly, the fcriptures are attefted with all the

evidences, intrinfic and extrinfic, which we can rea-

fonably defire, and v/ith all the evidences the nature

of the thing will admit.

As for intrinfic evidences, many might be men-
tioned j but I mull at prefent confine myfelf in proper

limits. I ihall refi.ime the one I have already hinted

at, namely, that the religion of the Bible has the di-

reftefl: tendency to promote true piety and folid virtue

in the world •, it is fuch a religion as becomes a God
to reveal i fuch a religion as we m.ight expeft from

him, in cafe he inftituted any •, a religion intended and

adapted to regulate felf-love, and, to diffufe the love

of God and man through the world, the only gene-

rous principles and vigorous fprings of a fuitable con-

duel towards God, towards one another, and towards

ourfelves ; a religion produdive of every humane, fo-

cial, and divine virtue, and diredly calculated to banifh

all fin out of the world-, to transform impiety into de-

votion; injuftice and opprelTion into equity and vmi-

verfal benevolence •, and fenfuality into fobriety : a re-

ligion infinitely preferable to any that has been con-

trived by the wifeft and beft of mortals. And whence

do ye think could this godlike religion proceed ? does

not its nature prove its origin divine ? does it not evi-

dently bear the lineaments of its heavenly parent ?

can you once imagine that fi.ich a pure, fuch a holy,

fuch a perfeft fyfi:em, could be the contrivance of

wicked infernal fpirits, of felfifh, artful priefts, or

politicians, or of a parcel of daring impoftors, or wild

enthufiafi:s ? Could thefe contrive a religion fo con-

trary to their inclination, fo deftrudive of their in-

terefl, and fo diredtly conducing to promote the caufe

they abhor ? If you can believe this, you may alfo

believe that light is the produ6l of darknefs, virtue of

vice, good of evil, ^c.—If fuch beings as thefe had

contrived a religion, it would have borne the fame ap-

pearance in the Bible as it does in Italy or Spain, where

it is degenerated into a mere trade, for the benefit of

tyrannical
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tyrannical and voracious priefts -, or it would have

been fuch a religion as that of Mahomet, allowing its

fubjedls to propagate it with the fword, that they

might enrich themfelves with the plunder of conquer-

ed nations ; and indulging them in the gratification of

their lufts, particularly in polygamy, or the unbound-
ed enjoyment of women. This religion, 1 fear, would

fuit the tafteof our licentious free-thinkers much bet-

ter than the holy religion of Jefus. Or if we fhould

fuppofe chriftianity to be the contrivance of vifionary

enthufiafts, then it would not be that rational fyftem

which it is, but a huddle of fanatical reveries and ri-

diculous whims. If, then, it could not be the contri-

vance of fuch authors as thefe, to whom fhall we af-

cribe it .^ it muft have had fome author j for it could

not come into being without a caufe, no more than

the fyftem of the univerfe. V/ill you then afcribe it

to good men.'' But thefe men were either infpired

from heaven, or they Vv^ere not; if they were not, then

they could not be good men, but moil audacious liars j

for they plainly declared, they were divinely infpired,

and ftood in it to the laA -, which no good man would
do, if fuch a declaration was falfe. If they were in-

fpired from heaven, then the point is gained •, then

chriftianity is a religion from God ; for to receive a re-

ligion from perfons divinely infpired, and to receive it

from God, is the fame thing.

Another intrinfic evidence is that of prophecy.

Thofe future events which are contingent, or which

fhall be accomplifhed by caufes that do not now exift

or appear, cannot be certainly foreknov/n or foretold

by marr, as we find by our own experience. Such ob-

jecfls fall within the compafs of omnifcience only ; and

therefore when ftiort-fighted mortals are enabled to pre-

di(5l fuch events many years, and even ages before they

happen, it is a certain evidence that they are let into

the fecrets of heaven, and that God communicates to

them a knov/ledge v^^hich cannot be acquired by the

moft fagacious human mind ; and this is an evidence

that
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that the perfons thus divinely taught are the meiTengers

of God, to declare his will to the world.

Now there are numberlefs inftances of fuch prophe-
cies in the facred writings. Thus a prophet foretold

the deftrudion of Jeroboam's altar by the good Joifiah,

many ages before, i Kings xiii. 2. Cyrus was fore-

told by name as the reftorer of the Jews from Baby-
lon, to re-build their temple and city, about an hun-
dred years before he v/as born. Ifaiah xlv. i, &c.

—

Several of the prophets foretold the deftrudlion of va-

rious kingdoms in a very pundlual manner, as of Je-
rufalem, Babylon, Egypt, Nineveh, &c. which pre-

diflion was exaftly fulfilled. But the moft remarkable

prophecies of the Old Teftament are thofe relating to

the Meffiah ; which are fo numerous and full, that

they might ferve for materials of his hiftory ; they fix

the time of his coming, viz. while the fceptre conti-

nued in Judah, Gen. xlix. 10, while the fecond temple

was yet ftanding. Hag. ii. 7, Mai. iii. 2, and tpwards

tht clofe of Daniel's feventy weeks of years, i. e. four

hundred and ninety years from the re-building of Je-
rufalem. Dan. ix. 24, ^c.—Thefe prophecies alfo de-

fcribe the lineage of the Meffiah, the manner of his

conception, his life and miracles, his death, and the

various circumflances of it; his burial, refurreftion,

afcenfion, and advancement to unlverfal empire, and
ttiQ fpread of the gofpel through the world. In the

New Teftament alfo v/e meet with fundry remarkable

prophecies. There Chrift foretels his own death, and

the manner of it, and his triumphant refurredlion

;

there, with furprifing accuracy, he predicts the deftruc-

tion of Jerufalem by the Romans. We find various

prophecies alfo in the apoftolic cpiftles, particularly

that of St. Paul, Rom. xi. concerning the converfion

of the Jews ; which, though it be not yet accomplifh-

ed, yet we fee a remarkable providence making way
for it, in keeping the Jews, who are fcattered over all

the earth, diftin6t from all other nations for about one

thoufand feven hundred years, though they are hated

of
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of all nations, and confequently under the ftrongeft

temptation tocoalefce with, andlofc themfelves among
them ; and though all other nations have in a much
ihorter time mixed in fuch a manner, that none of

them can now trace their own original; e.g. Who
can now diflinguifh the pofterity of the ancient Ro-
mans from the Goths and Vandals, and others that

broke in upon their empire and fettled among them ;

or of the ancient Angli from the Danes, &c. that

mingled with them ?

Thefe and many other plain predictions are inter-

fperfed through the fcriptures, and prove their original

to be from the Father of lights, who alone knows all

his works from the beginning, and who declares fuch

diftant contingent futurities from ancient times. Ifaiah

xlv. 21.

I might, as another intrinfic evidence of the truth

of chriftianity, mention its glorious energy on the

minds of men, in convincing them of fin, eafing their

confclences, infpiring them with unfpeakable joy, fub-

duing their lufts, and transforming them into its own
likenefs ; which is attefted by the daily experience of

every true Chriftian. Every one that believeth hath

this witnefs in himfelf : and this is an evidence level

to the meaneft capacity, which may be foon loft In a

courfe of fublime reafoning. But as the Delfts de-

clare, alas ! with too much truth, that the gofpel hath

no fuch power upon them. It is not to my purpofe to

infift upon it. I therefore proceed to mention fome of

The extrinjic evidences of the religion of Jefus,

particularly the miracles with which it was confirmed,

and its early propagation through the world.

Miracles In this cafe are events above or contrary

to the eftabliftied laws of nature, done with a profef-

fed defign to atteft a revelation ; and as they are obvi-

ous and ftriking to the fenfes of the moft ignorant and
unthinking, they are the moft popular and conviftlve

evidences, adapted to the capacities of the generality

of mankind, who are incapable of a long train of ar-

gumentation.
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guinentation, or of perceiving the origin of a religion

from its nature and tendency.

Now the religion of Jefus is abundantly attefted

with this kind of evidence. The hiftory of the life

of Jefus, and his apol-tles, is one continued feries of

miracles. Sight was reftored to the blind, the deaf

were enabled to hear, the lame to walk, the maimed
furnifhed with nev/-created limbs, the fick healed, the

rage of winds and feas controled, yea, the dead were
raifed ; and all this with an air of fovereignty, fuch as

became a God j the apoftles were alfo endowed with
miraculous powers, enabled to fpeak with tongues,

and communicate the Holy Spirit to others. Thefe
miracles were done not in a corner, but in the moft

public places, before numerous fpeftators, friends and
foes J and the perfons that wrought them appealed to

them as the evidences of their divine miffion; and the

account of them is conveyed down to us by the bed
medium, written tradition, in a hiftory that bears all

the evidences of credibility, of which any compofure

of that kind is capable.

Another extriniic evidence of the truth of chriftia-

nity is its extenfive propagation through the world in

the moft unpromiftng circumftances.

The only religion, beftdes the Chriftian, which has

had any very conliderable fpread in the world, is that

of Mahomet; but we may eafiiy account for this,

without fuppofing it divine, from its nature, as indulg-

ing the lufts of men ; and efpecially from the manner
of its propagation, not by the force of evidence, but

by the force of arms. But the circumftances of the

propagation of chriftianity v/ere quite otherwife, whe-
ther we confider its contrariety to the corruptions,

prejudices, and interefts of men;—the eafinefs of de-

teding it, had it been falfe-,—the violent oppofiticn

it met with from all the powers of the earth •,—the in-

ftruments of its propagation •,—or the meaftires they

took for that purpofe.

Chriftianity
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Chriftianity wasdireftly contrary to the corruptions,

prejudices, and interefts of mankind. It grants no

indulgence to the corrupt propenfions of a degenerate

world: but requires that univerfal holinefs of heart

and life which, as we find by daily obfervation, is fo

ungrateful to them •, and which is the principal reafon

that the religion of Jefus meets with io much con-

tempt and oppofition in every age.

When chriftianity was firft propagated, all nations

had been educated in fdme other religion-, the Jews
were attached to Mofes, and the Gentiles to their va-

rious fyftems of heathenifm •, and were all of them
very zealous for their own religion: but chriftianity

propofed a new fcheme, and could not take place with-

out antiquating or exploding all other religions -, and

therefore it was contrary to the inveterate prejudices

of all mankind -, and could never have been fo gene-

rally received, if it had not brought with it the moft

evident credentials •, efpecially confidering that fome of

its do6lrines were fuch as feemed to the Jews a ftum-

bling block, and to the Greeks fooliftinefs ; particular-

ly that one of obfcure birth and low life, who was pub-
licly executed as a ftave and malefador, fhould be
worfhipped and honoured as God, upon pain of ever-
lafting damnation ! that there Ihould be a refurre6tion

of the dead : the laft of which was an objeft of ridicule

to all the Vv^its and philofophers of the heathen world.

—Again, as fome religion or other was eftablifhcd in

all nations, there were many, like Demetrius and his

craftfmen, whofe temporal livings and intereft depended
upon the continuance of their religion -, and if that

was changed, they fell into poverty and dif^rrace. There
was a powerful party in every nation, and they would
exert themfelves to prevent the fpread of an innovation

fo dangerous to their intereft, which we find by all

hiftories of thofe times they actually did. And yet

the defplfed religion of Jefus triumphed over all their

oppofition, and maintained its credit in fplte of all their

endeavours
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endeavours to deted it as an impofture ; and this proves
it was not an impofture ; for.

In the next place, it was eafy to have deteded chrifti-

anity as an impofture, nay, it was impoffible it fhould

not have been deteded, if it had been fuch •, for the

great fads upon which the evidence of it refted, were
faid to be obvious and public, done before thoufands,

and in all countries j for wherever the apoftles travelled,

they carried their miraculous powers along with them.

Thoufands muft know whether Chrift had fed many
thoufands with provifions only fufficient for a few;

whether Lazarus was raifed from the dead before the

admiring multitude ; whether the apoftles fpoke with

tongues to thofe various nations among whom they

endeavoured to propagate their religion (as indeed they

muft have done, otherwife they would not have been
underftood.) Thefe things, and many others, upon
which the evidence of chriftianity depends, were pub-
lic in their own nature-, and therefore, if they had
not been matters of faft, the cheat muft have been

unavoidably detedled, efpecially when fo many were

concerned to deted it.

Farther : chriftianity met with the moft ftrenuous

oppofition from all the powers of the earth. The
Jewifh rulers and moft of the populace were implacable

enemies -, and as they lived on the fpot where its

miraculous atteftations were faid to be given, it was in

their power to crufti it in its birth, and never have

fuftered it to fpread farther, had it not been attended

with invincible evidence. All the power of the Ro-
man empire was alfo exerted for its extirpation ; and

its propagators and difciples could expe6t no profit or

pleafure by it, but were aflured from the pofture of

affairs, from daily experience, and from the predic-

tions of their mafter, that they fliould meet with

fhame, perfecution, and death itfelf in its moft tre-

mendous ftiapes ; and in the next world they could ex-

ped nothing, even according to their own dodrine,

but everlafting damnation, if they were wilful irapof-

tors

:
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tors : and yet, in fplte of all thefe difcouragements,

they courageoLifly peiTiiled in their teftimony to the

laft, though they might have fecured their lives, and

helped their fortunes (as Judas did) by retracing itj

nay, their teftimony prevailed in defiance of all oppo-

iition •, multitudes in all nations then known embraced

the faith •, though they expelled tortures and death

for it i and in a few centuries, the vaft and mighty

Roman empire fubmitted to the religion of a crucified

Jefus. And who were thofe mighty heroes that thus

triumphed over the world ? Why, to our furprize,

The inftruments of the propagation of Chriftianity

were a company of poor mechanics, publicans, tent-

makers, and filhermen, from the defpifed nation of

the Jews ! And by what ttrange powers or arts did

they make thefe extenfive conquefts ?

The meafures they took were a plain declaration of

their religion •, and they wrought miracles for its con-

firmation. They did not ufe the power of the fword,

no fecular terrors, or bribery ; they were without

learning, without the artsof reafoning and perfuafion ;

and without all the ufual artifice of feducers to gain

credit to their impofture.

Here I cannot but take particular notice of that

matchlefs fimplicity that appears in the hiftory of

Chrift and his apoftles. The evangelifts write in that

artlefs, calm, and unguarded manner, which is natu-

ral to perfons confident of the undeniable truth of

what they afiert ; they do not write with that fcrupu-

lous caution which would argue any fear that they

might be confuted. They fimply relate the naked

fads, and leave them to ftand upon their own evi-

dence. They relate the moft amazing, the moft mov-
ing things, with the moft cool ferenity, without any

paffionate exclamations and warm refleftions. For ex-

ample, they relate the moft aftonifhing miracles, as

the refurredlion of Lazarus, in the moft fimple, and,

as it were, carelefs manner, without breaking out and

celebrating the divine power of Chrift, In the fame

N manner
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m:inner they relate the mod tragical cIrcuRiftances of
his condemnation and, death, calmly mentioning mat-
ter of fad, without any invedives againfl the Jews,
without any high eulogies upon Chrift's innocence,

without any rapturous celebrations of his grace in fuf-

fering all thefe things for finners, and without any

tender lamentations over their deceafed mafter. It is

impoffible for a heart {o deeply imprelTed with fuch

things, as theirs undoubtedly were, to retain this dif-

paiTionate ferenity, unlefs laid under fupernatural re-

ftraints ; and there appears very good reafons for this

reflraint upon them, viz. that the gofpel-hiftory might
carry intrinfic evidences of its fimplicity and artlefs

impartiality ^ and that it might appear adapted to

convince the judgments of men, and not merely to

raife their paffions. In this refped, the gofpel-hiftory

is diftinguilTied from all hiftorics in the world: and

can we think fo plain, fo undifguifed, fo artlefs a com-
pofure, the contrivance of defigning impoftors ?—

-

Would not a confcioufnefs that they might be deteft-

ed keep them more upon their guard, and make them
more ready to anticipate and confine objedions, and
take every artifice to recommend their caufe, and pre-

pofTefs the reader in its favour ?

It only remains under this head, that I fhould

(4.) Shew that the religion of Jefus propofes fufH-

cient excitements to influence our faith and praftice.

To enforce a fyftem of doftrines and precepts, two
things are efpecially neceilary,—that they fhould be

made duty by competent authority,—-and matters of

intereir by a fandlion of rewards and puniihments. To
which I may add, that the excitements are ftill {Wron-

ger, when we are laid under the gentle obligations of

gratitude. In all thefe refpeds the chriftian religion

has the moft powerful enforcements.

The authority upon which we are required to re-

ceive the do6lrines, and obferve the precepts of chrif-

tianity, is no lefs than the authority of God, the fu-

preme Lawgiver and infallible Teacher j whofe wif-

dom
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dom to prefcrlbe and right to command, are indifputa-

ble; and we may fafely fubmit our imderftandings to

his inftruftions, however myfterious, and our wills to

his injundions, however difficult they may feem to us.

This gives the religion of Jefus a binding authority

upon the confciences of men ; which is abfolutely ne-

cefTary to bring piety and virtue into practice in the

world ; for if men are left at liberty, they will follow

their own inclinations, however wicked and pernicious.

And in this refpefl chriftianity bears a glorious pre-

ference to all the fyftems of morality compofed by the

heathen philofophers ; for though there were many
good things in them, yet who gave authority to So-

crates, Plato, or Seneca, to affume the province of
lawgivers and dictators to mankind, and prefcribe to

their confciences ?—All they could do was to teach, to

advife, to perfuade, to reafon : but mankind were at

liberty, after all, whether to take their advice or not.

And this Ihews the neceffity of fupernatural revelation,

not merely to make known things beyond human ap-

prehenfion, but to enforce with proper authority fuch

duties as might be difcovered by man; fince without

it they would not have the binding force of a law.

As to the fandion of rewards and punifhments in

chriftianity, they are fuch as became a God to annex

to his majeftic law, fuch as are agreeable to creatures

formed for immortality, and fuch as would have the

moft eiFedlual tendency to encourage obedience, and

prevent fin ; they are no lefs than the moft perfeft

happinefs and mifery which human nature is capable

of, and that through an endlefs duration. If thefp

are not fufficient to allure rational creatures to obedi-

ence, then no confiderations that can be propofed can

have any effe(5l. Thefe tend to alarm our hopes and

our fears, the moft vigorous f^-rings of human adl-

vity ; and if thefe have no effeft upon us, nothing

that God can reveal, or our minds conceive, will have

any eftetfi:. God, by adding the greateft fandlions pof-

flble to his law, has taken the beft poffible precautions

to
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to prevent difobedience; and fince even thefe do not,

reftrain men from it, we are fure that lefs would not

fuffice.—If men will go on in fin, though they be-

lieve the punifhment due to it will be eternal, then

much more would they perfift in it, if it were not eter-

nal; or, if they fay they will indulge themfelves in

jfini becaufe they believe it not eternal, then this proves

from their own mouth, that it Ihould be eternal in or-

der to reftrain them. The prevalence of fin in the

world tends to render it miferable •, and therefore, to

prevent it, as well as to difplay God's eternal regard

to moral goodnefs, it is fit that he fhould annex the

higheft degree of punifhment to difobedience in every

individual ; for the indulgence of fin in one individual

would be a temptation to the whole rational creation •,

and, on the other hand, the threatenings of everlafting

punifhment to all finners indefinitely, is necefTary to

deter the whole rational world, and every particular

perfon from difobedience. Thus in civil government,

it is necefTary that robbery fhould be threatened inde-

finitely with death, becaufe, though one robber may
take from a man but what he can very well fpare •, yet,

if every man might rob and plunder his neighbour,

the ccnfequence would be univerfal robbery and con-

fufion. It is therefore neceflary that the greatefl pu-
nifhment fhould be threatened to difobedience, both

to prevent it and to teflify the divine difpleafure againfl

it; which is the primary defign of the threatening;

and fince the penalty was annexed with this view, it

follov;s, that it was primarily enadted with a view to

the happinefs of mankind, by preventing what v/ould

naturally make them miferable, and but fecondarily

with a view to be executed ; for it is to he executed

only upon condition of difobedience ; which difobe-

dience it was intended to prevent, and confequently it

was not immediately intended to be executed, or en-

a6ted for the fake of the execution, as though God
took a malignant pleafure in the mifery of his crea-

tuj-es. But when tlie penalty has failed of its primary

end.
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end, reftraining from fin, then it is fit it fhoiild anfwer

its fecondary end, and be executed upon the offender,

to keep the reft of reafonable creatures in their obedi-

ence, to illuftrate the veracity and holinefs of the law-

giver, and prevent his government from falHng intp

contempt. There are the fame reafons that threaten-

ings fhould be executed when denounced, as for their

being denounced at firft -, for threatenings never exe-

cuted, are the fame with no threatenings at all.

Let me add, that the gofpel lays us under the ftrong-

eft obligations from gratitude. It not only clearly in-

forms us of our obligations to God, as the author of

our being and all our temporal bleffings, which natu-

ral religion more faintly difcovers, but fuperadds thofe

more endearing ones derived from the fcheme of man's

redemption through the death of the eternal Son of

God. Though the bleflings of creation and Provi-

dence are great in themfelves, they are fwallowed up,

as it were, and loft in the love of God ; which is com-
mended to us by this matchlefs circumftance, " that

while we were yet finners, Chrift died for us j'* and

while under the conftraints of this love, we cannot but

devote ourfelves entirely to God, 2 Corinth^ y, 149 150

Thus I have hinted at a few things among the ma-
ny that might be mentioned to prove the divinity of
the religion of Jefus, and its fufficiency to bring men
to repentance and falvation. And if it be fo, why
lliould itberejedled, or another fought ?—This reminds

me that I promifed,

II. To expofe the vanity and unreafonablenefs of

the objeftions againft the Chriftian Religion, or of de-

manding another, ^c.
What can our ingenious infidels offer againft what

has been faid? It muft be fomething very weighty

indeed to preponderate all this evidence. A laugh,

or a fneer, apert witticifm, declaiming againft prieft-

craft and the prejudices of education, artful evafions,

and fiiallow fophifms, the ufual arguments of our pre-

tended free-thinkers, t\it{Q v/iil not fuffice to banter

us
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us out of our joyful confidence of the divinity of the

religion of Jefus ; and I may add, thefe will not fuf-

fice to indemnify them. Nothing will be fufiicient for

this but demonflration : it lies upon them to prove

the chriftian religion to be certainly falfe; otherwife,

unlcfs they are hardened to a prodigy, they muft be
racked with anxious fears left they fliould find it true

at leaft to their coftj and left that difmal threatening

ihould ftand firm againft them :—" He that believeib

not^Jhall be damned.^'' What mighty objections, then,

have they to offer ? Will they fay that the chriftian

religion contains myfterious doflrines, v/hich they

cannot comprehend, v/hich feem to them unaccount-

able ? As that of the Trinity, the Incarnation, and

Satisfadion of Chrift, ^c. But will they advance

their underftanding to be the univerfal ftandard of

truth ? Will they pretend to comprehend the infinite

God in their finite minds ? then let them go, and

meafure the heavens v/ith a fpan, and comprehend the

ocean in the hollow of their hand. Will they pretend

to underftand the divine nature, when they cannot

underftand their own } when they cannot account for

or explain the union betwixt their own fouls and bo-

dies ? Will they rejcifl myfteries in chriftianity, when
they muft own them in every thing elfe ? Let them
fiirft folve all the phenomena in nature; let them give

ns a rational theory of the infinite divifibility of a

piece of finite matter \ let them account for the feem-

ingly magical operation of the loadftone j the circur

lation of the blood upwards as v/ell as downwards,

contrary to all the laws of motion; let them inform

us of the caufes of the cohefion of the particles of

matter; let them tell us, how fpirits can receive ideas

from material organs ; how they hear and fee, iZiC. let

them give us intelligible theories of thefe things, and

then tliey may, with fomething of a better grace, fet

up for critics upon God and his ways; but, while they

are myfteries to themfelvcs, while every particle of

matter haflles their underft'andings, it is the rnoft im-

pious
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pious intelledcual pride to rejed chriftianity upon the

account of its myfteries, and to fet up themfelves as

the fupreme judges of truth.

Or will they objeft that there are a great many dif-

ficult and ftrange pafTages in fcripture, the meaning

and propriety of which they do not fee ? And are there

not many ftrange things in the book of nature, and

the adminiftration of Providence, the defign and ufe

of which they cannot fee, many things that to them

jfeem wrong and ill-contrived ? Yet they own the world

was created by God, and that his providence rules it

:

and why will they not allow that the fcriptures may be

from God, notwithftanding thefe difficulties and feem-

inp- incongruities ? When a learned man can eafily

raife his difccurfe above the capacity of comm.on peo-

ple, will they not condefcend to grant that an infinite

God can eafily overfhoot their little fouls ? Indeed a

revelation which we could fully comprehend, would

not appear the produdlion of an infinite mind ; it would

bear no refemhiance to its Heavenly Father ; and there-

fore we fhould have reafon to fufpefl it fpurious. It

is neccffary we fhould meet with difficulties in the

fcriptures to mortify our pride. But farther, will they

make no allowance for the different cuftoms and prac-

tices of different ages ? It is certain, that may be

proper and graceful in one age which would be ridi-

culous and abfurd in another i and fince the fcriptures

were written fo many years ago, we may fafely make
this allowance for them, which will remove many
feeming abfurdities. There fhould alfo allowance be

made for the fcriptures being rendered literally out of

dead difficult languages ; for we know that many ex-

preffions may be beautiful and figniiicant in one lan-

guage, which would be ridiculous and nonfenfical if

literally tranflated into another. Were Homer or Vir-

gil thus tranflated into Engliffi, without regard to the

idiom of the language, inftead of admiring their beau-

ties, we fhould be apt to think (as Cowley exprefles it)

" that one madman had tranflated another madpan."
Will
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"Will they objed the wicked lives of its profeflbrs

againft the hoiinefs and good tendency of chriftianity

itfelf ? But is it chriftianity, as pradifed in the world,

or chriftianity as taught by Chrift and his apoftles,

and continued in the Bible, that I am proving to be
divine ? You knov/ it is the latter, and confequently

the poor appearance it makes in the former fenfe, is

no argument againft its purity and divinity in this.

Again, are the bad lives of profeffors taught and en-

joined by genuine chriftianity, and agreeable to it ?

No; they are quite contrary to it, and fubverfive of
it •, and it is fo far from encouraging fuch profeflbrs,

that it pronounces them miferable hypocrites •, and
their doom will be more fevere than that of heathens.

Again, are there not hypocritical profeflbrs af mora-
lity and natural religion, as well as of revealed? Are
there not many who cry up morality and religion of

nature, and yet boldly violate its plaineft precepts ?

If therefore this be a fufficient objedion againft chrif-

tianity, it muft be fo too againft all religion. Further

:

do men grow better by renouncing the religion of

Jefus ? Obfervatlon aflures us quite the contrary.

Finally, are there not fome of the profeflbrs of chrif-

tianity, who live habitually according to it ? who give

us the beft patterns of piety and virtue that ever were

exhibited to the world ? This is fuflicient to vindicate

the religion they profefs, and it is highly injurious to

involve fuch promifcuoufly in the odium and contempt

due to barefaced hypocrites. How would this rea-

foning pleafe the Deifts themfelves in parallel cafes?

" Some that have no regard to chriftianity have been

murderers, thieves, &c. therefore all that difregard it

are fuch." Or " fome that pretended to be honeft,

have been found villains ; therefore all that pretend to

it are fuch •, or therefore honefty is no virtue,"

Or will they change the note, and inftead of plead-

ing that chriftianity leads to licentioufnefs, objed: that

it bears too hard upon the pleafures of mankind, and

lays them, under too fevere reftraints .^ Or that its

penalties
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penalties are exceffive and cruel ? But dees it rob

mankind of any pleafures worthy the rational nature,

worthy the purfuit of creatures formed for immortali-

ty, and confident with the good of the whole ? It re-

trains them indeed ; but it is only as a phyfician re^

ftrains his patient from poifon or an improper regimen ;

it retrains men from living like bealls •, it reftrains

them from thofe pleafures which will ruin their fouls

and bodies in the event ; it reftrains them from grati-

fying a private palTion at the expence of the public

;

in fhort, it reftrains them from making themfelves

and others miferable. Hard reftraints indeed ! and
the Deifts, to be furc, are generous patrons of human
liberty, who would free us from fuch grievances as

thefe ! However, this objedion lets us into the fe-

cret, and informs us of the reafon why our pretended

free-thinkers are fuch enemies to chriftianity : it is

becaufe it checks their lufts, and will not permit them
to ac% as well as to think freely, /, e. as they pleafe.

It they would content themfelves with manly and ra-

tional pleafures, they would not count the reftraints of

chriftianity intolerable-, nay, they would find in it a

fet of peculiarly noble and refined -pleafures, which
they might feek in vain elfewhere-, for it is fo far from
being an enemy to the happinefs of man, that it was
defigned to promote itj and then we make ourfelves

miferable when we rejedt it, or it becomes our intereft

that it fhould be falfe. x\s to the penalty of everlaft-

ing punifhment annexed to fin, which is but a tem.po-

ral evil, I would a(k them whether they are compe-
tent judges in a matter in which they are parties ?

Are they capable to determine what degree of punifh-

ment fhould be inflidled upon difobedience to the infi-

nite Majefty of heaven, when they are not only fhort-

fighted creatures, but alfo concerned in the affair, and

their judgments may be perverted by felf-interefl: ?

Whether is it moft fit that the J udge of all the earth

fhould determine this point, or a company of male-

fadors, as they are ? Is it allowed to criminals in.

O civil
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civil courts to determine their own doom, and pro-

nounce their own fentence? If it were, few of them
would be punifhed at all, and government would fall

into contempt. Again, let me remind them, that the

penalty was annexed to prevent difobedience, and fo

to render the execution needlefs-, and confequently it

was primarily intended for their good. Why then

will they fruftrate this defign, and, when they have
rendered the execution necefTary, complain of its fe-

verity ? If they think the penalty fo terrible, let them
watch againft fin, let them accept the falvation the

gofpel offers, and fo avoid it inftead of quarrelling

with its feverity, and yet rufhing upon it. Or, if they

fay they will perfift in fin becaufe they do not believe

the punifhment is eternal ; this gives me room to ap-

peal to themfelves whether a lefs penalty than ever-

Jafting mifery would be Sufficient to reftrain them from
fin-, and whether God would have taken all proper

precautions to prevent fin, if he had annexed a lefs

punifhment to his law, fince, by their own confeffion,

nothing lefs could deter them from it. I fnall only

add, that as the human foul muft always exifl:, and
as by indulgence* In fin in the prefent itate it contracts

fuch habits as render it incapable of happinefs in the

holy enioyment of the heavenly world, it mufl by a

natural necellity be for ever miferable, though God
ihould not exert any pofitive a<5t for its punifhment.

And if the Delfts fay, that punifhment for fome time

would reclaim offenders from fin, and bring them to

repentance, the difficulty is not removed, unlefs they

can prove that mifery will bring men to love that God
who infiids it, which they can never do ;—and it is

evident, that that repentance which proceeds merely

from felf-iove, without any regard to God at all, can

never be pleafing to him, nor prepare them for hap-

pinefs in the enjoyment of him. Punifliment would
produce a repentance like that of a fick-bed, forced,

fervile, and tranfitory.

Will
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Will tliev objedl, that miracles are not a fufficient

evidence of the truth and divinity of a revelation,

becaufe infernal fpirits may alfo work miracles, as in

the cafe of the magicians of Egypt, to confirm an im-

pofture ? But it is known that our free-thinkers ex-

plode and laugh at the exiftence and power of evil fpi-

rits in other cafes, and therefore muft not be allowed

to admit them here to ferve a turn. However, Vv^e

grant there are infernal fpirits, and that they can per-

form many things above human power, which may
appear to us miraculous, and yet the evidence in fa-

vour of chriftianity taken from miracles ftands unfna-

ken ; for (
I

) Can we fuppofe that thefe malignant and

wicked fpirits, whofe bufinefs it is to feduce men to

fin and ruin, would be willing to exert their power to

work miracles to confirm fo holy a religion, a religion

fb contrary to their defign, and {o fubverfive of their

kingdom and intereft? This would be wretched po-

licy indeed. Or if we fhould fuppofe them v/illing,

yet, (2) Can we think that God, who has them ail

at his control, would fufFer them to counterfeit the

great feal of heaven, and annex it to an impofture ?

that is, to v/ork fuch miracles as could not be diRin-

guifhed from thofe wrought by him to atteft an im-

pofl:ure ? Would he permit them to impofe upon man-

kind in a manner that could not be detected ? This

would be to deliver the world to their management,

and fufFer them to lead them blindfold to hell in una-

voidable delufion : for miracles are fuch dazzling and

pompous evidences, that the general run of mankind
could not refifl: them, even though tliey were wrought

to atteft a religion that might be demonftrated by a

long train of fublime reafoning to be fiilfe. God may
.indeed fufifer the devil to mimic the miracles wrought

by his immediate hand, as in the cafe of Jannes and

Jambres -, but then, as in that cafe too, he v/ill take

care to excel them, and give fome diilinguilliing marks

of his almighty agency, which all mankind may eafily

difcriminate from the utmoft exertion of infernal

power,
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power. But though Satan fliould be willing, and
God fliould permit him to work miracles, yet, (3)
Can v/e fuppofe that all the united powers of hell

united, are able to work fuch aftonifhing miracles as

were v/rought for the confirmation of the chriflian re-

ligion? Can we fuppofe that they can control the

laws of nature at pleafure, and that with an air of fo-

vereignty, and profefling themfelves the lords of the

univerfe, as we know Chrift did ? If we can believe

this, then we deify them, and may as well afcribe the

creation and prefervation of the world to them. If

they could exert a creating power to form new limbs

for the maimed, or to multiply five loaves and two
fifhes into a fufficient quantity of food for five thou-

fiind, and leave a greater quantity of fragments when
thxat were done than the whole provifion at firfl:, then

they might create the world, and fupport all the crea-

tures in it. If they could animate the dead and re-

mand the feparate foul back to its former habitation,

and reunite it with the body, then I fee not why they

might not have given us life at firfl:. But to fuppofe

this, would be to dethrone the King of Heaven, and

renounce his providence entirely. We therefore refl

afllired that the miracles related in the fcriptures were
wrought by the linger of God.

But our free-thinkers will urge. How do we at this

diilaiice knov/ that fuch miracles v/ere adlually wrought .^

they are only related in fcripture-hiflcry ; but to prove

the truth of fcripture from arguments that fuppofe the

fcripture true, is a "^ridiculous method of reafoning,

and only a begging of the qucftion. But (i) the re-

ality of thofe miracles v/as granted by the enemies of

chriilianity in their v/ritings againfl \X.; and they had
no anfvver to niake, but this forry one, that they were

wrought by the pov/er of magic. They never duril

deny that they Vv^ere wrought; for they knew all the

world could prove it. Indeed, an honourable tefti-

itnony concerning them could not be expected from in-

^delsj, for it would- be utterly inconfiilent that they

fhouid
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/jhiould own thefe miracles fufficient atteftations of

chriftianity, and yet continue infidels. And this may
anfwer an unreafonable demand of the Deifts, that we
ihould produce fome honourable teftimony concerning

thefe attestations from Jews and Heathens, as well as

from Chriftians, who were parties. We fhould have

much more reafon to fufpeft the teftimony of the for-

mer as not convi6live when it did not convince the

perfons themfelves. But,

(2.) As thefe miracles were of fo public a nature,

and as fo many were concerned to detect them, that

they would unavoidably have been dete6led when re-

Jated in v/ords if they had not been done i fo, for the

fame reafons, they could not but have been detefted

when related in writing , and this we know they never

were. If thefe miracles had not been matters of un-

doubted fad, they could not have been inferted at firft

in the gofpel-hiftory ; for then many thoufands in va-

rious countries were alive to confute themj and they

could not have been intruded into it afterwards, for

all the v/orld would lee that it v/as then too late, and

that if there had been fuch things, they fhould have

heard of them before : for they were much more ne-

ceflary for the firft propagation of chriftianity than for

its fupport when received.

But it may be objefted. How can we at this diftance

know that thefe hiftories are genuine .? May they not

have been corrupted, and many additions made to

them by defigning men in ages fince ? And v/hy is it

not alfo afked, how do we know that there were fuch

men as Alexander, Juhus Caefar, or King William the

Third ^. How do we know but their hiftories are all

romance and fable ? How do we know that there

v/ere any generations of mankind before ourfelves ?

How do we knov/ but all the ads of parliament of

former reigns are corrupted, and we are ruled by im-

pofitions ? In fhort. How can we know any thing,

but what we have ktw with our eyes } We may as

^yeil make difHculties of all thefe things, and fo de-

ftroy
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flroy all human teftimony, as fcruple the genuinenefs

of the facred writings -, for never were any writings

conveyed down with fo good evidence of their being

genuine and uncorrupted as thefe. Upon their firft

publication they were put into all hands, they were

fcattered into all nations, tranflated into various lan-

guages, and all perufed them •, either to be taught by

them, or to cavil at them. And ever fmce, they have

been quoted by thoufands of authors, appealed to by
all parties of chriftians, as the fupreme judge of con-

troveriies; and not only the enemies of chriftianlty

have carefully watched them to detect any alterations

which pious fraud might attempt to make, but one

fed of chridians has kept a watchful eye over the other,

left they fhould aker any thing in favour of their own
caufe. And it is matter of aftonifhment as well as

convidion, that all the various copies and tranflations

of the fcriptures in different nations and libraries arc

fubftantlally the fame, and differ only in matters of

fmall moment -, fo that from the worft copy or tranfla-

tion In the world, one might eafily learn the fubftance

of chriftianlty.

Or will our infidels infift to be eye-wltneffes of thefe

fads ? Muft one arife from the dead, or new miracles

be wrought to convince them by occular demonftra-

tion ? This is a moft unreaionable demand, for ( i

)

The continuance of miracles in every age would be

attended with numerous inconveniences. For exam-

ple, Multitudes muft be born blind, deaf, or dumb •,

multitudes muft be affiided with incurable difeafes,

and poffeffed by evil fpirits ; multitudes muft be dif-

turbed in the fteep of death •, and all the lav/s of na-

ture muft be made precarious and fickle, in order to

leave room for miraculous operations ; and all this to

humour a company of obftinate infidels, v/ho would

not believe upon lefs ftriking though entirely fufficient

evidence. (2.) The continuance of miracles from age

to age would deftroy their very nature, to which it is

eflential, that they be rare and extraordinary •, for what

is
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is ordinary and frequent, we are apt to afcribe to the

eftablilhed laws of nature, however v/onderful it be

in itfelf. For example, if we faw dead bodies rile

from their graves, as often as we fee vegetables fpring

from feed rotten in the earth, we fhould be no more

furprifed at the one phaenomenon than we are at the

other, and our virtuoji would be equally bufy to aflign

fome natural caufe for both.

And had we never {ttn the fun rife until this morn-

ing, we Ihould juftly have accounted it as great a mi-

racle as any recorded in the fcriptures •, but becaufe it

is common, we negled it as a thing of courfe. In-

deed, it is not any thing in the event itfelf, or in the

degree of power neceffary for its accomplifnment, that

renders it miraculous, but its being uncommon, and

out of the ordinary courfe of things ; for example,

the generation of the human body is not in itfelf lefs

aftonifhing, nor does it require lefs power, than its

refurre6tion : the revolution of the fan in its regular

courfe, is as wonderful, and as much requires a divine

power, as its ftanding ftill in the days of Jolhua. But
we acknowledge a miracle in the one cafe, but not in

the other, becaufe the one is extraordinary, while the

other frequently occurs. Hence it follows, ;hat the

frequent repetition of miracles, as often as men are

pleafed to plead the want of evidence to excufe their

infidelity, would deftroy their very nature •, and ccn-

fequently, to demand their continuance is to demand
an impoifibility. But (3) Suppofe that men ihould

be indulged in this requeft, it would not probably

bring them to believe. If they are unbelievers now,
it is not for want of evidence, but through wilful

blindnefs and obftinacy; and as they that will fhutS

their eyes can fee no more in meridian light than in the

twilight, fo they that reje6t a fufficiency of evidence

would alfo refift a fuperfluity of it. Thus the Jews,
who were eye-witnefles of the miracles recorded in the

fcriptures, continued invincible infidels flill. They
had always fome trifling caval ready to cbjedt againft
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the brighteft evidence. And thus our modern infidels

would no doubt evade the force of the moft miracu-

lous atteftation by feme wretched hypotheiis or other

:

they would look upon miracles either as magical pro-

dudions, or illufions of their fenfes ; or rather, as na-

tural and necelfary events, which they would indeed

have fome reafon to conclude, if they were frequently

performed before their eyes. Some have pretended

to doubt of the exiftence and perfedions of God, not-

withftanding the evidences thereof upon this magni-
ficent f!:ru6ture of the univerfe ; and muft God be al-

ways creating new worlds before thefe obftinate crea-

tures for their convi6tion ? Such perfons have as much
realbn to demand it in this cafe, as our Deifls have to

infift for new miracles in the other. I might add, that-

fuch glaring evidence, as, like the light of the fun,

would force itfelf irrefiftibly upon the minds of the

mofl: reludtant, would not leave room for us to fhow
our regard to God in believing, for we fhould then

believe from extrinfic neceffity, and not from choice.

It is therefore moft correfpondent to our prefent ftate

of probation, that there fhould be fomething in the

evidence of a divine revelation to try us ; fomething

that might fully convince the teachable, and yet not

remove all umbrages for cavilling from the obflinate.

Thus I have anfv/ered as many objeftions as the

bounds of a fermon w^ould admit ; and 1 think they

are the principal ones v/hich lie againft m^y fubjed; in

the view I have confidered it. And as I have not

defignedly feledled the weakefb, in order to an eafy

triumph, you may look upon the anfwers that have

been given as a ground of rational prefumption, that

all other objedlions may be anfwered with equal eafe.

Indeed, if they could not, it v/ould not invalidate the

pofitive arguments in favour of chriftianity ; for when
we have fufficient pofitive evidence for a thing, we do

not reje6l it, becaufe it is attended v/ith fome difiicul-

ties which we cannot folve.

My
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My time will allow me to make but two or three

fliort refleflions upon the whole.

1. If the religion of Jefus be attefl-ed with fuch full

evidence, and be fufticient to condud men to everlaft-

ing felicity, then how helplefs are they that have en-

joyed it all their life without profit •, who either rejeft

it as falfe, or have not felt its power to reform their

hearts and lives? It is the laft remedy provided for

a guilty world ; and if this fails, their difeafe is in-

curable^ and they are not to expedt better means.

2. If the religion of Jefus be true, then wo unto

the wicked of all forts ; wo to infidels both pra(5lical

and fpeculative, for all the curfes of it are in full force

againft them, and I need not tell you how dreadful

they are.

3. If the religion of Jefus be true, then I congra-

tulate fuch o^ you, whofe hearts and lives are habitually

conformed to it, and who have ventured yc-ur ever-

lafting All upon it. You build upon a fure founda-

tion, and your hope fhall never make you afhamed.

Finally, Let us all ftrive to become rational and

pradical believers of this heaven-born religion. Let
our underftandings be more rationally and thoroughly

convinced of its truth •, and our hearts and lives be

more and more conformed to its purity •, and ere long

we fhall receive thofe glorious rewards it enfures to all

its finccre difciples j which may God grant to us all

for Jefus' fake. Amen

!

SERMON II.

The Method of Salvation through Jefus Chrill:.

John ill. 16. For God fo loved the worlds that he gave

his only begotten Son^ that whofoever helieveth in him

jhould not perijh^ but have everlajling life.

I
HAVE been folicitoully thinking in what way my
life, redeemed from the grave, may be of moil

P fervics



io6 I'he Method of Salvation Scrm. 2;

fervice to my dear people. And I would collcft all

the feeble remains of my ftrength into one vigorous

cfrort this day to promote this benevolent end. If I

knew what fubjed has the moft direcft tendency to fave

your fouls, that is the fubjed to which my heart

would cling with peculiar endearment, and which 1

v/ould make the matter of the prefent difcourfe.

And when I confider I am fpeaking to an aflembly

of finners, guilty, depraved, helplefs creatures, and
that, if ever you be faved, it will be only through
Jefus Chrift, in that way which the gofpel reveals;

when I confider that your everlafting life and happi-

nefs turn upon this hinge, namely, the reception you
give to this Saviour, and this way of falvation ; I fay,

when I confider thefe things, I can think of no fub-

jedl I can more properly choofe than, to recommend
the Lord Jefus to your acceptance, and to explain and
inculcate the method of falvation through his media-

tion ; or, in other words, to preach the pure gofpel

to you; for the gofpel, in the moft proper fenfe, is

nothing elfe but a revelation of a way of falvation for

finners of Adam's race.

My text furnifhes me with proper materials for my
purpofe. Let heaven and earth hear it with wonder,

joy, and raptures of praife ! God fo loved the worlds

that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever or

that every one that believeth in him Jhould not perijh\

hut have everlajiing life.

This is a part of the moft important evening con-

verfation that ever was held ; I mean, that between

Chrift and Nicodemus, a Pharifee and ruler of the

Jews. Our Lord firft inftrudls him in the dodrine
of regeneration, that grand conftituent of a chriftian,

and pre-requifite to our admiffion into the kingdom
of heaven ; and then he proceeds to inform him of

the gofpel-method of falvation, which contains thefe

two grand articles, the death of Chrift, as the great

foundation of bleftednefs ; and faith in him, as the

great qualification upon the part of the linner.—He
prefents
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prcfents this important doflrine to us in various formSj

with a very fignificant repetition. As Mofes lifted up

the ferpent in the wildernefs, even fo Jhall the Son of man
he lifted up , that is, hung on high on a crofs, that

whofoever believeth in him Jhould not perijlj^ but have

everlafiinF^ life. Then follows my text, which ex-

prefTes the iame dodlrine with great force :

—

God fo

loved the worlds that he gave his only begotten Son, gave

him up to death, that whofoever believeth in him fhould

not perijh, but have everlafiing life. He goes on to

mention a wonder. This earth is a rebellious pro-

vince of Jehovah's dominions, and therefore if his

Son fhould ever vifit it, one would think it would be

as an angry judge, or as the executioner of his Fa-

ther's vengeance. But, O aftonifhing ! God fent not

his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that

the world through him might be faved. Hence the terms

of life and death are thus fixed, He that believeth in

him is not condemned : but he that believeth not is con-

demned already, becaufe he hath not believed in the name

of the only begotten Son of God. Sure the heavenly

rivers of pleafure flow in thefe verfes ! Never, me-
thinks, was there fo much gofpel exprefTed in fo few

words ! Hare take the gofpel in miniature, and bind

it to your hearts for ever. Thefe verfes alone, me-
thinks, are a fufficient remedy for a dying world.

The truths I would infer from the text for prefent

improvement are thefe :—that without Chrifl you are

all in a perilhing condition-,—that through Jefus

Chrift a way is opened for your falvation ;—that the

grand pre-requifite to your being faved in this way, is

faith in Jefus Chrift ;—that every one, without excep-

tion, whatever his former character has been, that is

enabled to comply v/ith this pre-rcquifite, fhall certain-

ly be faved •,—and that the conftitution of this method
of falvation, or the miflion of Chrifl into our world, as

the Saviour of finners, is a mofl ftriking and aftonifh-

ing inftance and difplay of the love of God.

I. My
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I. My text implies, that without Chrift you are all

in a perifhing condition. This holds true of you in

particular, becaufe it holds true of the world univer-

fally : for the world was undoubtedly in a perifhing

condition without Chrift, and none but he could re-

lieve it, otherwife God would never have given his

only begotten Son to fave it. God is not oftentatious

or prodigal of his gifts, efpecially of fo ineftimable a

gift as his Son, whom he loves infinitely more than

the whole creation. So great, (o dear a perfon would
not have been fent upon a miffion which could have

been difcharged by any other being. Thouiands of

rams muft bleed in facrifice, or ten thoufands of rivers

of oil muft flow ; our firft-born muft die for our tranf-

greftlons, and the fruit of our body for the fin of our

fouls ; or Gabriel, or fome of the upper ranks of an-

gels, muft leave their thrones, and hang upon a crofs,

if fuch methods of falvation had bedVi fufficient. All

this v-zould ha/e been nothing in comparifon of the

only begotten Son of God leaving his native lieaven,

and all its glories, aftuming cur degraded nature,

fpending thirty-three long and tedious years in pover-

ty, difgrace, and perfecution, dying as a malefaftor

and a Have in the midft of Ignominy and torture, and

lying a mangled breathlefs corpfe in the grave. We
may be fare there was the higheft degree of neceffity

for it, otherwife God would not have given up his

dear Son to fuch an horrid fcene of fufferings.

This, then, was the true ftate of the world, and

confequently yours without Chrift ; it was hopelefs

and defperate in every view. In that fituation there

would not have been fo much goodnefs in the world

as to try the efficacy of ficrifices, prayers, tears, refor-

mation, and repentances or they Vv'ould have been

tried in vain. It would have been inconfiftent with

the honour of the divine perfections and governmient,

to admit facrifices, prayers, tears, repentance, and re-

form.ation, as a fuificient atonement.

What
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What a melancholy view of the world have we now
before us ! We know the ftate of mankind only un-

der the gracious government of a Mediator ; and we
but feldom realize what our miferable condition would

have been, had this gracious adminiftration never been

fet up. But exclude a Saviour in your thoughts for a

moment, and then take a view of the world—help-

lefs !—hopelefs !—under the righteous difpleafure of

God; and defpairing of relief!—the very iuburbs of

hell'—the rant^-e of malignant devils!—the region of

guilt, mifery, and defpair !—the mouth of the infer-

nal pit !—the gate of hell !—This would have been

the condition of our world had it not been for that

Jefus who redeemed it; and yet in this very world he
is negleded and defpifed.

But you will afk me, " How comes it that the world

was in fuch an undone, helplefs, hopelefs condition

without Chrift ? or what are the reafons of all this ?'*

The true account of this will appear from thefe two
confiderations, that all mankind are finners -, and that

no other method but the mediation of Chrift could

render the falvation of finners confiftent with the ho-

nour of the divine perfedions and government, with

the public good, and even with the nature of things.

All mankind are finners. This is too evident to

need proof. They are finners, rebels againft the

greateft and beft of beings, againft their Maker, their

liberal Benefaftor, and their rightful Sovereign, to

whom they are under ftronger and more endearing ob-

ligations than they can be under to any creature, or

even to the entire fyftem of creatures; finners, rebels

in every part of our guilty globe ; none righteous,

no, not one-, all finners, without exception: finners

from age to age for thoufands of years: thoufands,

millions, innumerable multitudes of finners. What
an obnoxious race is this I There appears no diffi-

culty in the way of juftice to punifn fuch creatures.

Buc what feeming infuperable difficulties appear in the

way of their falvation ! Let me mention a few of

them
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them to recommend that blefled Saviour who has re-

moved them all.

If fuch finners be faved, how fhall the holinefs and

]uftice of God be difpkyed ? How fhall he give an

honourable view of himfelf to all worlds, as a Being

of perfed purity, and an enemy to all moral evil ?

If fuch finners be faved, how fhall the honour of the

divine government and law be fecured ? How v/ill

the dignity of the law appear, if a race of rebels may
trifle with it with impunity ? What a forry law muft

that be that has no fanftions, or whofe fandions may
be difpenfed with at pieafure ? What a contemptible

government, that may be infulted and rejedled, and

the offender admitted into favour without exemplary

punifhment ! No government can fubiift upon fuch

principles of excelTive indulgence.

How can fuch fmners be faved, and yet the good
of the public fecured, which is always the end of

every wife and good ruler } By the public good I do

not mean the happinefs of mankind alone, but I mean
the happinefs of all worlds of reafonable creatures

collecftively, in comparifon of which the happinefs of

mankind alone may be only a private intereft, which

fhould always give way to the public good. Now fin

has a direft tendency, not only according to law, but

according to the nature of things, to fcatter mifery

and ruin wherever its infection reaches. Therefore

the public good cannot be properly confulted without

giving a loud and effeftual warning againffc all fin, and

dealing with offenders in fuch a manner as to deter

others from offending. But how can this be done }

how can the finner be faved, and yet the evil of fin

be difplayed, and all other beings be deterred from it

for ever "? How can fin be difcouraged by pardoning

it } its evil difplayed by letting the criminal efcape

punifhment ? Thefe are fuch difhculties, that nothing

but divine wifdom could ever furmount them.

Thefe difficulties lie in the way of a mere pardon

and exemption from punifhment : but falvation in-

cludes
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dudes more than this. When fmners are faved, they

are not only pardoned but received into high favour,

made the children, the friends, the courtiers of the

King of Heaven. They are not only delivered from

punifhment, but alfo advanced to a ftate of perfedt

pofitive happinefs •, and nothing fhort of this can ren-

der fuch creatures as we happy. Now, in this view,

the difficulties rife ftill higher, and it is the more wor-

thy of obfervation, as this is not generally the cafe in

human governments j and as men are apt to form their

notions of the divine government by human, they are

lefs fenfible of thefe difficulties.—But this is indeed

the true ftate of the cafe here ; how can the finner be

not only delivered from punifhment, but alfo advanc-

ed to a ftate of perfe6l happinefs ? not only efcape the

difpleafure of his offended Sovereign, but be received

into full fa^^ur, and advanced to the higheft honour
and dignity ^ how can this be done without cafting a

cloud over the purity and juftice of the Lord of all

;

without finking his lav/ and government into contempt-,

without diminiftilng the evil of fin, and emboldening

others to venture upon it, and fo at once injuring the

chara(5ler of the fupreme Ruler, and the public good ?

How can finners, I fay, be faved without the falvation

being attended with thefe bad confequences .^

And here you muft remember, that thefe confe-

quences muft be provided againft. To fave men at

random, without confidering the confequences, to dif-

tribute happinefs to private perfons with an undiftin-

guifhing hand, this would be at once inconfiftent with

the charader of the fupreme Magiftrate of the uni-

verfe, and with the public good. Private perfons are

at liberty to forgive private offences ; nay, it is their

duty to forgive ; and they can hardly offend by way
of excefs in the generous virtues of mercy and. com-
paffion. But the cafe is otherwife with a magiftrate;

he is obliged to confult the dignity of his government
and the intereft of the public ; and he may eafily carry

his lenity to a very dangerous extreme, and by his ten-

dernefs



1 1

2

The Method of Salvation Serm. 2.'

dernefs to cfiminals do an extenfive injury to the ftate.

This is particularly the cafe with regard to the great

God, the univerfal fupreme Magiftrate of all worlds.

And this ought to be ferioufly confidered by thofe men
of loofe principles among us, who look upon God
only under the fond charadler of a father, or a being

of infinite mercy; and thence conclude, they have

little to fear from him for all their audacious iniqui-

ties. There is no abfolute neceflity that finners fhould

be faved: juftice may be fuffered to take place upon
them.—But there is the moft abfolute neceflity that

the Ruler of the v/orld fnould both be, and appear to

be, holy and juft. There is the moft abfolute necef-

fity that he fhould fupport the dignity of his govern-

ment, and guard it from contempt, that he fhould

firike all worlds with a proper horror of^ fin, and re-

prefent it in its genuine infernal colours, and fo con-

fult the good of the whole, rather than a part. There
is, I fay, the higheft and moft abfolute necefTity for

thefe things •, and they cannot be difpenfed with as

matters of arbitrary pleafure. And unlefs thefe ends

can be anfwered in the falvation of men, they cannot

be faved at all. No, they muft all perifh, rather than

God fliould a(5t out of charader, as the fupreme Ma-
giftrate of the univerfe, or beftow private favours to

criminals, to the detriment of the public.

And in this lay the difficulty. Call a council of all

the fages and wife men of the world, and they can ne-

ver get over this difficulty, without borrowing affift-

ance from the gofpel. Nay, this, no doubt, puzzled

all the angelic intelligences, who pry fo deep into the

myfteries of heaven, before the gofpel was fully re-

vealed. JMethinks the angels, when they faw the fall

of man, gave him up as defperate. " Alas I (they

cried) the poor creature is gone ! he and all his nu-

merous race are loft for ever." This, they knew, had

been the doom of their fellow angels that finned ; and

could they hope better for man .'' Then they had not

feen any of the wonders of pardoning love and mercy,

and
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^nd could they have once thought that that glorious

perfon, who filled the middle throne, and was their

Creator and Lord, would ever become a man, and
die, like a criminal, to redeem an inferior rankofcrea-

tures ? No, this thought they would probably have

fhuddered at as blafphemy.

And muft we then give up ourfelves and all our

race as loft beyond recovery ? There are huge and

feemingly infuperable difficulties in the v/ay •, and we
have feen that neither men nor angels can prefcribe

any rehef. ^Mtftng^ ye heavens^ for the Lord hath

done it : Jhout ye lower parts of the earth : break forth

into Jinging^ ye mountains^ O foreji, and every tree there-

in : for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified htm-

felf in Ifrael. Ifaiah xliv. 23. Which leads me tp

add,

II. My text implies, that through Jefus Chrift a way
is opened for your falvation. He, and he only was
found equal to the undertaking •, and before him ail

thefe mountains became a plain; all thefe difficulties

vanifh ; and now God can be juft, can fecure the dig?

nity of his character, as the Ruler of the world, and
anfwer all the ends of government, and yet juftify and
fave the finner that beliveth in Jefus.

This is plainly implied in this glorious epitome of

the gofpel : God fo loved the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him Jhould
not perijh, but have everlajiing life. Without this gift

3II was Ipft : but now, whofoever believeth in hirri

may be faved ; faved in a moft honourable way. This
will appear more particularly if we confider the ten^

dency the mediation of Chrift had to remove the dif-

ficulties mentioned. But I would promjfe two gene-

ral remarks.

The firft is. That God being confidered in this af-

fair in his public charader, as fupreme Magiftrate, or

Governor of the world, all the puniftiment which he
is concerned to fee inflifted upon fm is only fuch as

anfwers the ends of government. Private revenge

Q wyft
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muft YQWt itfelf on the very perfon of the offender,

or be difappointed. But to a ruler, as fuch, it may
in fome cafes be indifferent, whether the punifhment
be fuftained by the very perfon that offended, or by
a fubftitute fuffering in his ftead. It may alfo be in-

different v/hether the very fame punifhment, as to

kind and degree, threatened in the law, be inflifted,

or a punifhment equivalent to it. If the honour of
the ruler and his government be maintained, if all dif-

obedience be properly difcountenanced j if, in fhort,

all the ends of government can be anfwered, fuch

things as thefe are indifferences. Confequently, if

t]\Q('i ends fhould be anfwered by Chrift's fuffering in

the flead of finners, there would be no objedion againfl

it. This remark introduces another, namely, (2)
That Jefus Chrifl was fuch a perfon that his fuffering

as the fubflitute or furety of finners, anfwered all the

ends of government which could be anfwered by the

execution of the punifhment upon the finners them-
felves. To impofe fuffering upon the innocent, when
unwilling, is unjufl; but Jefus was willing to under-

take the dreadful tafk. And befides, he was a perfon

.

(fui juris) at his own difpofal, his own property, and
therefore he had a right to difpofe of his life as he
pleafed -, and there was a merit in his confenting to that

which he was not obliged to previous to his confent.

He was alfo a perfon of infinite dignity, and infinite-

ly beloved by his Father ; and thefe confiderations

rendered the merit of his fufferings for a fhort time,

and another kind of punifhment than that of hell,

equal, more than equal to the everlafting fufferings of

finners themfelves. Jefus Chrifl was alfo above law ;

that is, not obliged to be fubjeft to that law which he

had made for his creatures, and confequently his obe-

dience to the law, not being neceffary for himfelf,

might be imputed to others : whereas creatures are

incapable of works of fupererogaticn, or of doing

more than they are bound to do, being obliged to

obey their divine lawgiver for themfelves to the utmofl

extent
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extent of their abilities, and confequently their obe-

dience, however perfedl, can be fufficient only for

themfelves, but cannot be imputed to others. Thus
it appears, in general, that the ends of government
are as effedlually anfwered by the fufferings of ChriO:

in the room of finners, as they could be by the ever-

lafting punilhment of the finners themfelves ; nay, we
fhall prefently find they are anfwered in a more fiiriking

and illuflirious manner. To mention particulars :

Was it necefiary that the holinefs and juftice of God
fhould be difplayed in the falvation of finners ? See

how bright they fiiine in a fufFering Saviour ! Now
it appears that fuch is the holinefs and jufliice of God,
that he will not let even his own Son efcape unpunifii-

ed, when he fl;ands in the law-place of finners, though
guilty only by the flight fi:ain (may I fo fpeak) of im-

putation. Could the execution of everlafting punifii-

ment upon the hateful criminals themfelves ever give

fo bright a difplay of thefe attributes ^ It were im-

pofiible. Again,

Was It a difficulty to fave finners, and yet maintain

the rights of the divine government, and the honour
of the law ? See how this difficulty is removed by
the obedience and death of Chrift ! Now it appears,

that the rights of the divine government are fo facred

and inviolable, that they muft be maintained, though
the darling Son of God fiiould fall a facrifice to juftice;

and that not one offence agalnfl: this government can

be pardoned, without his making a full atonement.

Now it appears, that the fupreme Ruler Is not to be

trifled with, but that his injured honour muft be re-

paired, though at the expence of his Son's blood and

life. Now, the precept of the law is perfedjy obey-

ed In every part, and a full equivalent to its penalty

endured, by a perfon of Infinite dignity -, and it is

only upon this footing, that is, of complete fatisfa<5tion

to all the demands of the law, that any of the rebel-

lious fons of men can be refi;ored into favour. This

is a fatlsfadlion which Chrifi: alone could give : to fin-

ners
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ners it is utterly impoffible, either by doing or fufFer-

ing. They cannot do all the things that are written in

the law ; nor can they endure its penalt)-, without being

for ever miferable : and therefore the law has receiv-

ed a more complete fatisfadion in Chrift than it would
ever receive from the offenders themfelves. Further,

Was it a difficulty how fmners rnight be faved, and

yet the evil of fin be difplayed in all its horrors ? Go
to the crofs of Chrift •, there, ye fools that make a

mock of fin, there learn its malignity, and its hateful-

nefs to the great God. There you may fee it is fo

great an evil, that when it is but imputed to the man
that is God's fellow, as the furet)* of finners, it can-

not efcape punilhment. No, when that dreadful ftain

lay upon him, immediately the commiilion was given

fo divine juftice. Awake O fivord^ againji my Jhepherd,

^gainjl the man that is my fellow, faith the Lord of hofis ;

fmite the Jkepherd. Zech. xiii. 7.—When Chrift ftood

in the room of finners, even the Father fpared not his

own Son, but gave him up to death. That the cri-

minals themfelves, who are an inferior race of crea-

tures, fhould not efcape would not be ftrange : but

ivhat an enormous evil muft that be, which cannot be

connived at even in the favourite of heaven, the only

begotten Son of God ! Surely nothing befides could

give fo ftriking a difplay of its malignity !

.

Was it a diificultv' how to reconcile the falvation of
?inners, and the public good ? that is, how to forgive

fin, and yet give an effecflual warning againft it ?

How to receive the finner into favour, and advance

him to the higheft honour and happinefs, and in the

mean time deter all other beings from offending ? All

this is provided for in the fufferings of Chrift as a fure-

ty. Let ail worlds look to his crofs, and receive the

Warning which his wounds, and groans, and blood,

and dying agonies proclaim aloud ; and fure thev can

*iever dare to offend after the example of man. Now
they may fee that the only inftance of pardon to be

iibwnd in the univerfe was not brousht about but by

fuch
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fuch means as are not likely to be repeated •, by the

incarnation and death of the Lord of Glory. And can

they flatter themfelves that he will leave his throne,

and hang upon a crofs, as often as any of his creatures

wantonly dare to offend him ? No •, fuch a miracle

as this, the utmoft effort of divine grace, is not often

to be renewed j and therefore, if they dare to fin, it

is at their peril. They have no reafon to flatter them-

fclves they (hall be favoured like fallen man •, but ra-

ther to exped they fliall ihare in the doom of the fal-

len angeis.

Or if they fhould think Cm may efcape with but a

flight punifhment, here they may be convinced of the

contrary. If the Darling of Heaven, the Lord of

Glory, though perfonally innocent, fuffers fo much
when fin is but imputed to him, what fliall the fin-

ners themfelves feel, who can claim no favour upon

the footing of their own importance, or perfonal inno-

cence ? " If thefe things be done in the green tree,

v/hat fliall be done in the dry?'*

Thus, my brethren, you may fee how a way is o-

pened through Jefus Chrifl: for our falvation. All

the ends of government may be anfwered, and yet

you pardoned, and made happy. Thofe attributes of

the divine nature, fuch as mercy and juft;ice, which

feemed to clafti, are now reconciled j now they mingle

their beams, and both ftiine with a brighter glory in

the falvation of fmners, than either of them could a-

part. And mufl: you not acknowledge this divine

God-like fcheme ? Can you look round you over the

works of the creation, and fee the divine wifdom in

every obje(5t, and can you not perceive the divine a-

gency in this fl:ill more glorious work of redemption ?

Redemption, which gives a full view of the Deity,

not as the fun in eclipfe, half dark, half bright, but as

A God all o'er, confummate, abfolute,

Full orb'd, in his whole round of rays ccmplete. Yowkg.

And fliall not men and angels join in wonder and

praift at the furvey of this amazing fcheme .'' Angels

are



II

8

The Method of Salvation Serm. 2.

are wrapt in wonder and praife, and will be fo to all

eternity. See ! how they pry into this myjflery ! hark,

how they fing !
*' Glory to God in the higheft ;" and

celebrate the Lamb that was flain ! And iball not

men, who are perfonally interefted in the affair, join

with them ? O ! are there none to join with them in

this afiembly ? Surely, none can refufe

!

Now, fince all obftruftions are removed on God's
part, that lay in the way of our falvation, why fhould

we not all be faved together ? What is there to hin-

der our crowding into heaven promifcucufly ? Or what
is there requifite on our part, in order to make us

partakers of this falvation ? Here it is proper to pafs

on to the next truth inferred from the text, namely,

III. That the grand pre-requifite to your being fav-

ed in this v/ay, is faith in Jefus Chrift. Though the

obftrudtions on God's part are removed by the death

of Chrift, yet there is one remaining in the {inner,

which cannot be removed without his confent; and

which, while it remains, renders his falvation impof-

fible in the nature of things \ that is, the depravity

and corruption of his nature. Till this is cured, he

cannot relifh thofe fruitions and employments in which

the happinefs of heaven confifts, and confequently he

cannot be happy there. Therefore there is a neceffity,

in the very nature of things, that he fhould be made
holy, in order to be faved; nay, his falvation itfelf

confifts in holinefs. Now, faith is the root of all ho-

linefs in a fmner. Vv'^ithout a firm realizing belief of

the great truths of the gofpel, it is impolTible a finner

fhould be fanftilied by their influence : and without a

particular faith in Jefus Chrift, he cannot drive from

him thofe fandifying influences by which alone he can

be made holy, and which are conveyed through Jefus

Chrift, and through him alone.

Further : It would be highly incongruous, and in-

deed impofiible, to fave a finner againft his will, or in

a way he diilikes. Now, faith, as you fhall fee pre-

fentJy, principally confifts in a hearty ccnfent to and

approbation
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approbation of the way of falvation through Jefus

Chrift, the only way in which a (inner can be faved

confiftently with the divine honour •, fo that the con-

ftitution of the gofpel is not only juft, but as merciful

as it can be, when it ordains, that only he that believeth

foall be faved \ hut that he that believsth not^ jhall be

damned.

Again : We cannot be faved through Jefus Chrift,

till his righteoufnefs be fo far made ours as that it will

anfwer the demands of the law for us, and procure

the favour of God to us •, but his righteoufnefs cannot

be thus imputed to us, or accounted ours in law, till

we are fo united to him as to be one in law, or one

legal perfon with him. Now faith is the bond of

union -, faith is that which intereils us in Chrift; and

therefore without faith we cannot receive any benefit

from his righteoufnefs.

Here then amoft interefting inquiry prefents itfelf

:

" What is it to believe in Jefus Chrift ? or what is

that faith which is the grand pre-requifite to falva-

tion .^'* If you are capable of attention to the moft

interefting affair in all the world, attend to this with

the utmoft ferioufnefs and folemnity.

Faith in Chrift includes fomething fpeculative in

it •, that is, it includes a fpeculative, rational belief,

upon the teftimony of God, that Jefus Chrift is the

only Saviour of men. But yet it is not entirely a fpe-

culation, like the faith of multitudes among us : it is

a more praftical experimental thing -, and that you

may underftand its nature, you muft take notice of

the following particulars.

( I .) Faith pre-fuppofes a deep fenfe of our undone,

helplefs condition. I told you before, this is the con-

dition of the world without Chrift ; and you muft be

feniible at heart that this is your condition in particu-

lar, before you can believe in him as your Saviour.

He came to be a Saviour in a defperate cafe, when
no relief could poffibly be had from any other quarter,

and you cannot receive him under that chara*5ter till

you
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you feel yourfelves in fuch a cafe ; therefore, in order

to your believing, all your pleas and excufes for your
fins muft be filcnced, all your high conceit of your
own goodnefs muft be mortified, all your dependence

upon your own righteoufnefs, upon the merit of your
prayers, your repentance, and good works, muft be
caft down, and you muft feel that indeed you lie at

mercy, that God may juftly rejeft you for ever, and
that all you can do can bring him under no obligation

to fave you. Thefe things you muft be deeply fenfi-

ble of, otherwife you can never receive the Lord
Jefus in that view in which he is propofed to you,

namely, as a Saviour in a defperate cafe,

I wifti and pray you may this day fee yourfelves in

this true, though mortifying light. It is the want of
this fenfe of things that keeps fiach crowds of perfons

unbelievers among us. It is the want of this that

caufes the Lord Jefus to be fo little efteemed, fo little

fought for, fo little defired among us. In fiiort, it is

the want of this that is the great occafion of fo many
pcriftiing from under the gofpel, and, as it were, from
between the hands of a Saviour. It is this, alas !

that caufes them to perifti, like the impenitent thief

on the crofs, with a Saviour by their fide. O that

you once rightly knew yourfelves, you would then

foon know Jefus Chrift, and receive falvation from
his hands !

(2.) Faith implies the enlightening of the under-

ftanding to difcover the fuitablenefs of Jefus Chrift as

a Saviour, and the excellency of the wav of falvation

through him. While the finner lies undone and help^

Jefs in himfelf, and looking about in vain for fome re-

lief, it pleafes a gracious God to ftiine into his heart,

and enable him to fee his glory in the face of Jefus

Chrift. Now this once negledled Saviour appears not

only abfolutely necefi"ary, but alfo all-glorious and love-

Jy, and the finner's heart is rapt away, and for ever

captivated with his beauty : now the negleded gofpel

appears in a new light, as different from all his for-

mer
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mer apprehenfions as if it were quite another things

I have not time at prefent to enlarge upon this difco-

very of Chrift and the gofpel which faith includes

;

and indeed fhould I dwell upon it ever fo long, I could

not convey juft ideas of it to fuch of you as have ne-

ver had the happy experience of it. In fhort, the

Lord Jefus, and the way of falvation through him,

appear perfedly fuitable, all-fufRcient, and all-glorious

;

and in confequence of this,

(3.) The finner is enabled to embrace this Saviour

with all his heart, and to give a voluntary cheerful

confent to this glorious fcheme of falvation. Now all

his former unwillingnefs and relucSrance are fubdued,

and his heart no more draws back from the terms of

the gofpel, but he complies with them, and that not

merely out of conftraint and neccifity, but out of free

choice^ and with the greateft pleafurc and delight.

How does his heart now cling- to the blefied Tefus

with the moft aifedtionate endearmxcnt ! How is he

loft in wonder, joy, and gratitude at the furvey of the

divine perfections, as difplayed in this method of re-

demption ! How does he rejoice in it, as not only

bringing happinefs to him, but glory to God •, as m.ak-

ing his falvation not only confiftent with, but a bright

illuftration of, the divine perfe(5lions, and the dignity

of his government ! While he had no other but the

low and felfifh principles of corrupt nature he had no
concern about the honour of God •, if he might be

but faved it was all he was folicitous about : but now
he has a noble generous heart •, now he is concerned

that God fhould be honoured in his falvation, and this

method of falvation is recommended and endeared to

him by the thought that it fecures to God the fupre-

macy, and makes his falvation fubfervient to the divme

glory.

(4.) Faith in Jefus Chrift implies a humble truft

or dependence upon him alone for the pardon of lin,

acceptance with God, and every blefiing. As I told

you before, the finner's felf-confidence is miOrtified -,

R hs



122 T'hs Method of Sahation Serm. 2

.

he gives up all hopes of acceptance upon the footing

of his own righteoufnefs : he is filled v/ith felf-defpair,

and yet he does not defpair abfolutely j he does not

give up himfelf as loft, but has cheerful hopes of be-

coming a child of God, and being for ever happy,

guilty and unworthy as he is ; and what are thefe

hopes founded upon ? Why, upon the mere free

grace and mercy of God, through the righteoufnefs

of Jefus Chrift. On this he ventures a guilty, un-

worthy, helpiefs foul, and finds it a firm, immoveable

foundation, while every other ground of dependence

proves but a quickfand. There are marry that Hatter

themfelves they put their truft in God ; but their truft

wants fundry qualifications eflential to a true faith. It

is not the truft of a humble helpiefs foul that draws

all its encouragement from the mere mercy of God,

and the free indefinite ofl'er of the gofpel ; but it is

the prefumptuous truft of a proud felf-confident fin-

ner, who draws his encouragement in part at leaft

from his own imaginary goodnefs and importance. It

is not a truft in the mercy of God through Jefus Chrift,

as the only medium through which it can be honour-

ably conveyed; but either in the abfolute mercy of

God, which, without a proper reference to a Mediator,

or in his mercy, as in fome meafure deferved or mov-
ed by fomething in the finner. Examine whether your

truft in God will ftand this teft.

I have now given you a brief anfwer to that grand

queftion. What is it to believe in Jefus Chrift ? and I

hope you underftand it, though I have not enlarged

fo much upon it as I willingly would. I fhall only

add, that this faith may alfo be known by its infepara-

ble eft^eds ; which are fuch as follow. Faith purifies

the heart, and is a lively principle of inward holinefs.

Faith is ahvays productive of good works, and leads

us to univerfal obedience : faith overcomes the world

and all its temptations : faith realizes eternal things,

and brings them near ; and hence it is defined by the

apoftle, J'he fubjiance of things hoped fo?'-, and the evi-

dence
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dence of things not feen. Heb. xi. i. Here I have a

very important queftion to propofe to you : Who
among you can fay, " Well, notwithftanding all my
imperfedions, and all my doubts and fears, I cannot

but humbly hope, after the beft examination I can

make, that fuch a faith has been produced in this

heart of mine?" And can you fay fo indeed ? Then
I bring you glad tidings of great joy; you fhall be

faved : yes, faved you fhall be, in fpite of earth and

hell ; faved, however great your paft fins have been.

Which thought introduces the glorious truth that

comes next in order, namely,

IV. My text implies, that every one, witlicut ex-

ception, whatever his former characfler has been, that

is enabled to beheve in Jefus Chrift, fliall certainly be

faved.

The number or aggravations of fin do not alter the

cafe; and the reafon is, the finner is not received into

favour, in whole or in part," upon the account of any

thing perfonal, but folely and entirely upon the account

of the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift. Now, this

righteoufnefs is perfeelly equal to all the demands of

the law ; and therefore, when this righteoufnefs is

made over to the iinner as his by imputation, the law

has no more demands upon him for great fins than for

fmall, for many than for few -, becaufe all demands
are fully fatisfied by the obedience of Jefus Chrift to

the law. You fee that finners of all chara6lcrs who
beheve in him are put upon an equality in this refpedl

:

they are all admitted upon one com.mon footing, the

righteoufnefs of Chrift ; and that is as fufficient for

one as another.

This encouraging truth has the moft abundant fup-

port from the holy fcriptures. Obferve the agreeable

indefinite whofoever fo often repeated. " Whofoever
believeth in him, fhall not perifh, but have everlaft-

ing life." Whofoever he be, however vile, however
guilty, however unworthy, if he does but believe,

he fhall not perifh, but have everlafting life. What
an
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an agreeable afiarance Is this from the lips of him who
has the final ftates of men at his difpofal ! The fame

bleffed lips have alfo declared. Him that cometh unto me
I will in no wife cafi out. John vi. 37. And Whofoever

"will., let him take the water of life freely. Rev. xxii. 17.

He has given you more than bare v/ords to eftablifn

you in the belief of this truth : upon this principle he

has afted, choofmg fome of the moft abandoned fin-

ners to make them examples, not of his juftice, as we
might expedl, but of his mercy, for the encourage-

ment of others. In the days of his flefh he was re-

proached by his enemies for his friendfhip to publicans

<ind finners -, but fure it is, inftead of reproaching, we
muft love him on this account. When he rofe from

the dead he did not rife with angry refentment againil:

his murderers -, no, but he fingles them out from a

world of fmnersj to make them the firft offers of par-

don through the blood which they had juft fhed. He
orders that repentance and remiffion of fins fijould be

preached in his name to all nations.^ beginning at Jerufa-

lem. Luke xxiv. 47. At Jerufalem, where he had

been crucified a few days before, there he orders the

firll: publication of pardon and life to be made. You
may fee what monfhers of fin he chofe to make the

monuments of his grace in Corinth. Neither fornica-

tors^ nor idolaters., nor adulterers^ nor effeminate.^ nor

abufers of themfehes with mankind., nor thieves., nor

covetous, nor drunkards., nor revilers., nor extortioners,

/hall inherit the kingdom of God. What a difmal cata-

:iogue is this ! It is no wonder fuch a crew fnould

Slot inherit the kingdom of heaven ; they are fit only

for the infernal prifon -, and yet, aftonifiiing ! it fol-

lows, fuch zvere fome ofyew, but ye are zvajhed, but ye

nre fanSiified, but ye arejuflified in the name of the Lord

Jefus, and by the fpirit of our God. i Cor. vi. 9— 11.

yVhat finner after this can defpair of mercy upon his

believing in Jefus ! St. Paul was another inftance of

thz fame kind: " This," fays he, " is a faithful fay-

ff^gi" a faying that may be depended on as true, " and

worthy
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worthy of all acceptation," from a guilty world, that

Chriji Jefus came into the world to fave ftnners^ of whom
I am chief : howheit^ for this caufe I obtained mercy ^ that

in me the chiefs J^fus Chriji might Jhew forth all long-

fuffering^for a pattern to them which fhould hereafter be-

lieve in him to life everlajling. iTim. i. 15, 16. A
finner of lefs fize would not have anfwered this end fo

well i but if Saul the perfecutor obtains mercy upon

his believing, who can defpair ?

You fee upon the whole, my brethren, you are not

excluded from Chrift and life by the greatnefs of your

fins -, but if you perilh it muft be from another caufe *,

it muft be on account of your wilful unbelief in not

accepting of Jefus Chrift as your Saviour. If you

rejedl him, then indeed you muft perifti, however

fmall your fins have been •, for it is only his death that

can make atonement for the flighteft guilt -, and if you
have no intereft in that, the guilt of the fmalleft fin

will fink you into ruin.

Here is a door wide enough for you all, if you will

but enter in by faith. Come then, enter in, you that

have hitherto claimed an horrid precedence in fin, that

have been ringleaders in vice, come nov/ take the lead,

and fiiew others the way to Jefus Chrift ; harlots, pub-

licans, thieves, and murderers, if fuch be among you,

there is falvation even for you, if you will but believe.

O ! htjw aftonilliing is the love of God difcovered in

this way : a confideration v/hich introduces the laft

inference from my text, namely,

V. That the conftitution of this method of falva-

tion, or the miifion of a Saviour into our world, is a

moft ftriking and aftonifiiing difplay of the love of

God :<

—

God fo loved the world as to give his only begotten

Son, &c.

View the fcheme all through, and you will difcover

love, infinite love, in every part of it. Confider the

great God as felf-happy and independent upon ail his

creatures, and what but love, felf-moved love, could

excite him. to make fach provifion for an inferior part

of
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of them! Confider the world funk in fin, not only

without merit, but moft deferving of everlafting pu-

niihment, and what but love could move him to have

mercy upon fuch a world ? Confider the Saviour

provided, not an angel, not the higheft creature, but

his Son, his only begotten Son •, and what but love

could move him to appoint fuch a Saviour ? Confider

the manner in which he was fent, as a gift, a free

unmerited gift -, " God gave his only begotten Son :"

And what but infinite love could give fuch an unfpeak-

able gift? Confider the bleffmgs conferred through

this Saviour, deliverance from perdition and the enjoy-

ment of everlafting life, and what but the love of God
could confer fuch bleflings ? Confider the condition

upon which thefs blellings are offered, faith, that

humble, felf-emptied grace, fo fuitable to the circum-

ftances of a poor finner, that brings nothing but re-

ceives all, and what but divine love could make fuch

a gracious appointment? It is by faith, that it may

be of grace. Rom. iv. i6. Confider the indefinite ex-

tent, or the univerfality of the ofrer, which takes in

finners of the vileft charafters, and excepts againfl

none: PFhofoever believeth fJjaUnot perifh, ^c. O what

love is this ! But I mufl leave it as the theme of your

meditations, not only in the houfe of your pilgrimage,

but through all eternity : eternity will be fhort enough
to pry into this myflery, and it will employ the under-

ftandings of men and angels through the revolutions

of eternal ages.

And now, my brethren, to draw towards a conclu-

iion, I would hold a treaty with you this day about

the reconciliation to God through Jefus Chrifl. I have

this day fet life and death before you : I have opened

to you the method of falvation through Jefus Chrift

;

the only method in which you can be faved; the only

method that could afrbrd a gleam of hope to fuch a

finner as I in my late approach to the eternal world.*

And
* This fermon was preached a litde after recovery from a fcverc

lit of iicknefs, and ic is dated Hanover, Oil. ::, 1757.
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And nov/ I would bring the matter home, and prc-

pofe it to you all to confent to be {aved in this method,

or, in other words, to believe in the only begotten

Son of God -, this propofal I ferioufly make to you 5

and let heaven and earth, and your own confciences,

witnefs that it is made to you ; I alfo infift for a deter-

minate anfwer this day ; the matter will not admit of

a delay, and the duty is fo plain, that there is no need

of time to deliberate. A Roman ambaiiador, treat-

ing about peace with the ambaflador of a neighbour-

ing ftate, if I remember rightly, and finding him de-

firous to gain time by fhuffling and tedious negocia-

tions, drew a circle about him, and faid, *' I dem.and

an anfwer before you go out of this circle."—Such a

circle let the walls of this houfe, or the extent of my
voice, be to you : before you leave this houfe, or go
out of hearing, I infift on a full decifive anfwer to this

propofal. Whether you will believe in Jefus Chrift

this day or not ?

But before I proceed any farther, I would remove
one ftumbling-block out of your way. You are apt

to objed:, " You teach us that faith is the gift of God,
and that we cannot believe of ourfelves ; why then do
you exhort us to it ^ or how can we be concerned to

endeavour that which it is impofTible for us to do ?"

In anfwer to this, I grant the premifes are true

;

and God forbid I fhould fo much as intimate that faith

is the fpontaneous growth of corrupt nature, or that

you can come to Chrift without the Father's drawing

you : but the conclufions you draw from thefe pre-

mifes are very erroneous. I exhort and perfuade you
to beheve in Jefus Chrift, becaufe it is while fuch

means are ufed with finners, and by the ufe of them,

that it pleafes God to enable them to comply, or to

work faith in them. I would therefore ufe thofe means
which God is pleafed to blefs for this end. I exhort

you to believe, in order to fet you upon the trial -, for

it is putting it to trial, and that only, which can fully

convince you of your own inability to believe; and

tiU
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till you are convinced of this, you can never expecft

ftrength from God. I exhort you to believe, becaufe,

iinful and enfeebled as you are, you are capable of

ufing various preparatives to faith. You may attend

upon prayer, hearing, and all the outward means of
grace with natural ferioufnefs i you may endeavour to

get acquainted with your own helplefs condition, and,

as it were, put yourfelves in the way of divine mercy -,

and though all thefe means cannot of themfelves pro-

duce faith in you, yet it is only in the ufe of thefe

means you are to expeft divine grace to work it in

you : never was it yet produced in one foul, while

lying fupine, lazy, and inaftive.

I hope you now fee good reafons why I fhould ex-

hort you to believe, and alfo perceive my defign in it •,

I therefore renew the propofal to you, that you fhould

this day, as guilty, unworthy, felf-defpairing (inners,

accept of the only begotten Son of God as your Savi-

our, and fall in with the gofpel-method of falvation ^

and I once more demand your anfwer. I would by
no means, if polTible, leave the pulpit this day till I

have effedually recommended the blefied Jefus, my
Lord and Mafter, to your acceptance. I am ftrongiy

bound by the vows and refolutions of a lick bed to

recommend him to you ; and now I would endeavour

to perform my vows. I would have us all this day

before we part confent to God's covenant, that wc may
go away juftified to our houfes.

To this I perfuade and exhort you, in the name
and by the authority of the great God, by the death

of Jefus Chrift for finners, by your own moft urgent

and abfolute necefTity, by the immenfe bleffings pro-

pofed in the gofpel, and by the heavy curfe denounc-

ed againft unbelievers.

All the bleffings of the gofpeJ, pardon of fin, fan6li-

fying grace, eternal life, and whatever you can want,

fhall become yours this day, if you but believe in the

Son of God : then let defolation over-run our land,

iet public and private calamities crowd upon you, and

make
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make you fo many Jobs for poverty and affliclion,

ftil] your main intereft is fecure ; the ftorms and

waves of trouble can only bear you to heaven, and

haften your paflage to the harbour of eternal reft. Let
devils accufe you before God, let confcience indidl

you and bring you in guilty, let the fiery law make its

demands upon you, you have a righteoufnefs in Jefus

Chrift that is fufficient to anfwer all demands, and,

having received it by faith, you may plead it as your

ovv/n in law. Happy fouls ! rejoice in hope of the glory

of God, for your hope will never make you afhamed !

But I expedl, as ufual, fonie of you will refufe to

comply with this propofal. This, alas ! has been

^i\^ ufual fate of the blefled gofpel in all ages and in

all countries ; as fome have received it, fo fome have

reje(5led it. That old complaint of Ifaiah has been

juftly repeated thoufands of times; Who hath believed

our report ? and to whom is the arm of the Lord reveal-

ed? Ifai. liii. i. And is there no reafon to pour it

out from a broken heart over fome of you, my dear

people ! Are you all thi^clay determined to believe ?

If fo, I pronounce you bleffed in the name of the Lord*,

but if not, I muft denounce your doom.
Be it known to you then from the living God, that

if you thus continue in unbelief, you fhut the door

of mercy againft yourfelves, and exclude yourfelves

from eternal life. Whatever fplendid appearances of

virtue, whatever amiable qualities, whatever feeming

good works you have, the exprefs fentence of the gof-

pel lies in full force againft you, He that believeth not

(kail be damned. Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth not

is condemned already^ because he hath not believed on the

only begotten Son of God. John iii. 18. He that believeth

not jhall not fee life •, but the wrath of God abideth upon

him. John iii. 36. This is your doom repeatedly

pronounced by him whom you muft own to be the

beft friend ofhuman nature -, and if he condemn, who
can juftify you ?

S Be
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Be it alfo known to you, that you will not only

pcriih, but you will perifh with peculiar aggravations ;

you will fall with n-o common ruin ; you will envy the

lot of heathens vvho peridied without the law : for O !

you incur the peculiarly enormous guilt of rejecting

the gofpel, and putting contempt upon the Son of

God. This is an horrid exploit of wickednefs, and

this God refents above all the other crimes of which
human nature is incapable. Hence Chriil is come for

judgment as well as for mercy into this world, and he

is fet for the fall as Vv'ell as the rifing again of many in

Ifrael. You now enjoy the light of the gofpel, which

has conducted many through this dark world to eter-

nal day ; but remember alfo, this is the condemnation ;

that is, it is the occafion of the rao^t aggravated con-

demnation, that light is come into the world, 'and men

love darknefs rather than light. On this principle Jefus

pronounced the doom of Chorazin and Bethfaida more
intolerable than that of Sodom and Gomorrah. Matth.

xi. 21, 22. And would it not be hard to find a place

in Virginia where the doom of unbelievers is likely

to be fo terrible as among us .''

And now does not all this move you .'' Are you
not alarmed at the thought of perilling •, of perifh-

ing by the hand of a Saviour rejed:ed and defpifed;

perifhing under the ftain of his profaned blood -, pe-

rilliing not only under the curfe of the law, but un-

der that of the gofpel, which is vaftly heavier 1 O

!

are you hardy enough to venture upon fuch a doom !

This doom is unavoidable if you refufe to comply
with the propofal now made to you.

I muft now conclude the ti-eaty ; but for my own
acquittance, I mufi: take witnefs that I have endea-

voured to difchargc my commiflion, whatever recep-

tion you give it. I call heaven and earth, and your

ov;n confciences to witnefs, that life and falvation,

through jefus Chrift, have been offered to you on

this day, and if you reject it, remember it; remem-
ber it whenever you fee this place; remember it when-

ever
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ever you fee my face, or one another -, remember it,

that you may witnefs for me at the fupreme tribunal

that I am clear of your blood. Alas ! you will re-

member it among a thoufand painful reiiedlions mil-

hons of ages hence, when the rem.embrance of it

will rend your hearts like a vulture. Many fermons

forgotten upon earth are remembered in hell, and

haunt the guilty mind for ever, O that you would

believe, and fo prevent this dreadful eifed from the

prefent fermon !

SERMON III.

Sinners intreated to be reconciled to God,

2 CoR. v. 20. We then are ambajfadors for Chrifi^

as though God did befeech you by us : we pray you in

Chriji''s Jiead^ be ye reconciled to Cod.

TO prefide in the folemnities of public worfhip, to

direft your thoughts, and choofe for you the

fubjetfls of your meditation on thofe facred hours

which you fpend in the houfe of God, and upon the

right improvement of which your everlafting happi-

nefs fo much depends, this is a province of the mofl

tremendous importance that can be devolved upon a

mortal -, and every man of the facred charafter, who
knows what he is about, muft tremble at the thought,

and be often anxiouily perplexed what fubiedc he fhall

choofe, what he fhall fay upon it, and in v*'hat manner

he fliall deliver his meffage. His fuccefs in a great

meafure depends upon his choice ; for, though the

blefled Spirit is the proper agent, and though the bell

means, without his efFicacious concurrence, are alto-

gether fruitlefs, yet he is wont to blefs thofe means
that are beft adapted to do good -, and after a long

courfe of lanp-uid and fruitlefs efforts, v/hich feem to
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have been unufually difowned by my divine Mafter,

wliat text fliall I choofe out of the inexhaultible treafure

of God's word ? In wliat new method (hall I fpeak

Upon it ? What new untried experiments fliall I make ?

BlefTed Jefus ! my heavenly Mafler ! dired: thy poor
perplexed fervant who is at a lofs, and knows not

what to do ; dired him that has tried, and tried again,

all the expedients he could think of, but almoft in

vain, and now fcarcely knows what it is to hope for

fuccefs ! Divine direction, my brethren, has been

fought ; and may I hope it is that which has turned

my mind to addrefs you this day on the important fub-

jecfi: of your reconciliation to God, and to become an

Jiumble imitator of the great St. Paul, whofe affedt-

ing words I have read to you» fVe then are ambajj'a-

dorsfor Chrijl^ as though God did befeech you by us : we
^rayyou in Chrijfsfiead^ beye reconciled to God.

The introdudion to this paflage you find in the

foregoing verfes, God hath gi-ven to us (the apoftles)

the minifiry of reconciliation -, the fum and fubftance of

which is, namely, " That God was in Clirift recon-

ciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing their tref-

pafles unto them." As if he had faid, " The great

Sovereign of the univerfe, though highly provoked,

and juftly difpleafed with our rebellious world, has

been fo gracious as to contrive a plan of reconciliations

v/hereby they may not only efcape the punifhment they

deferve, but alfo be reftored to the favour of God,
and all the privileges of his favourite fubjetls. This

plan was laid in Chrift \ that is, it was he who was ap-

pointed, and undertook to remove all obftacles out of

the way of their reconciliation, fo that it m.ight be con-

iiiient with tlie honour and dignity of God and his go-

vernment. This he performed by a life of perfecft

obedience and an atoning death, inftead of rebellious

man. Though " he knew no xwi'' of his own ; yet

" he was made fin," that is, a fin-oifering, or a fin-

per by imputation " for us," that we might " be

jwade the righteoufnefs cf God in him." Thus all

hindrances
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hindrances are removed on God's part. The plan of

a treaty of reconciliation is formed, approved, and ra-

tified in the court of heaven j but then it muft be pub-

lifhed, all the terms made known, and the confent of

the rebels folicited and gained. It is not enough that

all impediments to peace are removed on God's part j

they muft alfo be removed on the part of man : the

reconciliation muft be mutual ; both the parties muft

agree. Hence arifes the neceffity of the miniftry of

reconciliation which was committed to the apoftles,

thofe prime minifters of the kingdom of Chrift, and

in a lower fphere to the ordinary minifters of the gof-

pel in every age. The great bufinefs of their office is

to publifti the treaty of peace ; that is, the articles of

reconciliation, and to ufe every motive to gain the

confent of mankind to thefe articles. It is this office

St. Paul is difcharging, when he fays, JVe are ambajfa-

dorsfor Chriji^ as though God did befeech you by us : we
pray you in Chriji's fiead^ be ye reconciled to God.

fFe are ambaffadors for Chrifi. The proper notion

of an ambafiador, is that of a perfon fent by a king

to tranfadl affairs in his name, and according to his

inftrudions, with foreign ftates, or part of his fub-

jefts, to whom he does not think proper to go himfelf

and treat with them in his own perfon. Thus a peace

is generally concluded between contending nations,

not by their kings in perfon, but by their plenipoten-

tiaries adling in their name, and by their authority %

and, while they keep to their inftrudions, their nego-

ciations and agreements are as valid and authentic as

if they were carried on and concluded by their mafters

in perfon. Thus the Lord Jefus Chrift is not perfon-

al!y prefent in our world to manage the treaty of peace

himfelf, but he has appointed firft his apoftles, and

then the minifters of the gofpel through every age, to

carry it on in his name. This is their proper character

:

they are ambaffadors for Chrift, his plenipotentiaries,

^irniihed v/ith a commiffion and inftrudions to make
overtures
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overtures of reconciliation to a rebel world, and treat

with them to gain their confent.

Indeed, afpiring ecclefiaftics have afiumed high-

founding titles merely to procure extravagant honours
to themfelves. They have called themfelves ambaf-
fadors of Chrift, melTengers from God, the plenipo-

tentiaries and viceroys of heaven, and I know not

what, not with a defign to do honour to their Mafter,

but to keep the world in a fuperftitious awe of them-
felves. This prieftly pride and infolence I utterly ab-

hor ; and yet I liumbly adventure to affume the title

of an ambaflador of the great King of heaven, and
require you to regard me in this high chara6ter : but
then you mu9i know, that while I am making this

claim, I own myfelf obliged inviolably to adhere to

the inftruftions of my divine Mafter contained in the

Bible. I have no power over your faith •, no power to

didiate or prefcribe j but my Vv'ork is only juft to pub-
iifh the articles of peace as my Mafter has eftablifhed

and revealed them in his word, without the leaft addi-

tion, diminution, or alteration. I pretend to no higher

pov/er than this, and this power I muft claim, unlefs

I would renounce m.y office ; for who can confiftently

profefs himfelf a minifter of Chrift Vv^ithout aflerting his

right and power to publifh what his Lord has taught,

and communicate his royal inftrucftions ?

Therefore, without ufurping an equality with St.

Paul, or his fellow apoftles, I muft tell you in his

language, I appear among you this day as the ambaf-

fador of the moft high God-, I am difcharging an em-
bafty for Chrift* ; and I tell you this with no other

defign than to procure your moft ferious regard to

what I fay. If you confider it only as my declaration,

whatever regard you pay to it, the end of my minif-

try will not be anfwered upon you. The end of my
office is not to make myfelf the objeft of your love

and veneration, but to reconcile you to God ; but you
cannot be reconciled to God while you conftder the

propofal

* This is the moft literal tranflation of u^s^fSvot/.-.v v-srl^ ;;firy.
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propofai as made to you only by your fellow inortal.

You muft regard it as made to you by the Lord Jefus

Chrift, the great Mediator between God and man. I

not only allow, but even invite and charge you to en-

quire and judge whether what I fay be agreeable to my
divine inf!:ru6tions, which are as open to your infpec-

tion as mine, and to regard it no farther than it is fo :

but if I follow thefe inftruflions, and propofe the

treaty of peace to you juft as it is concluded in hea-

ven, then I charge you to regard it as propofed by the

Lord of heaven and earth, the King of kings, and

Lord of lords, though through m.y unworthy lips.

Confider yourfelves this day as the hearers not of a

preacher formed out of the clay like yourfelves, but

of the Lord Jefus Chrift. Suppofe him here in per-

fon treating with you about your reconciliation to God,
and what regard you would pay to a propofai made
by him in perfon, Vv'ith all his divine royalties about

him, that you fhould now fnew to tJie treaty I am to

negociate with you in his name and ftead.

The next fentence in my text binds you ftill more
ilrongly to this ; as though God did befeech you by its.

As if he had faid, " God the Father alfo concurs in

this treaty of peace, as well as Chrift the great peace-

maker ; and as we difcharge an embafty for Chrift, fo

we do alfo for God •, and you are to regard our be-

feeching and exhorting*, as though the great God did

in perfon befeech and exhort you by us." What afto-

nifhing condefcenfion is here intimated! not that the

minifters of Chrift fhould befeech you -, this would be

no mighty condefcenfion: but that the fuprerae Jeho-

vah fhould befeech you ; that he fnould not only com-
mand you v/ith a ftern air of authority as your Sove-

reign, but as a friend, nay, as a petitioner fnould af-

fedionately befeech you, you defpicable, guilty worms,
obnoxious rebels ! How aftoniftiing, how God-like,

how unprecedented and inimitable is this condefcen-

fion ! Let heaven and earth admire and adore ! It

is

* uxfaxx>iavlo; fignifics exhorting, as \ycU as hefeechirtg.
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is by us, indeed, by us your poor fellow mortals, that

he befeeches •, but O ! let nst this tempt you to dif-

regard him or his intreaty : though he employs fuch

mean ambafladors, yet confider his dignity whc fe.-.ds

us, and then you cannot difregard his meflage even

from our mouth.

The apoftle, having thus prepared the way, pro-

ceeds to the a(5lual exercife of his ofHce as an ambaf-

fador for Chrift: PVeprayyou^ fays he, in Chriffs fieady

he reconciled to God. As if he had faid, " If Chrift

were now prefent in perfon among you, this is what
he would propofe to you, and urge upon you, that

you would be reconciled to God ; but him the heavens

muft receive till the time of the reftitution of all

things •, but he has left us his poor fervants to officiate

in his place as Vv'ell as we can, and we would profecute

the fame defign, v/e would urge upon you what he

would urge, were he to fpeak •, therefore we pray you,

in his ftead, be ye reconciled to God; v/e earneftly

pray you to be reconciled : that is the utmoft which

iuch feeble worms as v/e can do: we can only pray

and beg, but your compliance is not within the com-
mand of our pov/er -, the compliance belongs to you ;

and remember, if you refafe, you muft take it upon
yourfelves, and anfwer the confequence."

Having thus explained the text, I proceed in my
poor manner to exemplify it by negociating the treaty

with you for your reconciliation to God ; and you fee

my bufinefs lies diredlly with fuch of you as are as yet

enemies to God : you are the only perfons that ftand

in need of reconciliation. As for fuch of you (and

I doubt not but there are fuch among you) whofe in-

nate enmity has been fubdued, and who are become
the friends and fubjedls of the King of heaven after

your guilty revolt, I muft defire you as it were to ftand

by yourfelves for the prefent hour, and help me by

your prayers, while I am fpeaking to your poor bre-

thren, who ftill continue in that ftate of hoftility and

rebellion againft God, in which you once were, and

the
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the miferies of v/hich you well knov/, and fi;ill lament

and deplore.

But by this propofal I am afraid I have deprived

myfelf of hearers on this fubjefc -, for have you not

all already placed yourfelves among the lovers of God^
who confequently do not need to be reconciled to him ?

Is not everyone of you ready to fay to me, " If your

buiinefs only lies with the enemies of God, you have

no concern with me in this difcourfe ? for, God forbid

that I fhould be an enemy to him. I have indeed

been guilty of a great many fins, but I had no bad

defign in them, and never had the leaft enmity againft

my Maker ; fo far from it, that I iTiudder at the very

thought !" This is the firft obftacle that I meet with

in difcharging my embaffy : the embafly itfelf is look-

ed upon as needlefs by the perfons concerned, like an

attempt to reconcile thofe that are good friends alrea-

dy. This obitacle muft be removed before we can

proceed any farther.

I am far from charging any of you with fo horrid a

crime as enmity and rebellion againft God, who can

produce facisfa(5lory evidences to your own confcience

that you are his friends. I only defire that you would
not flatter yourfelves, nor draw a rafh and groundlefs

conclufion in an affair of fuch infinite moment, but

that you would put the matter to a fair trial, according

to evidence, and then let your confcience pafs an im-

partial fentence as your judge, under the fupreme

Judge of the world.

You plead " Not guilty" to the charge, and al-

ledge that you have always loved God \ but if this be

the cafe, whence is it that you have afforded him {o

few of your affedionate and warm thoughts ? Do not

your tendereft thoughts dwell upon the objedls of your

love? But has not your mind been fliy of him who
gave you your power of thinking ? Have not you
lived ftupidly thoughtlefs of him for days and weeks
together ? Nay, have not ferious thoughts of him
been unwelcome, and made you uneafy ? and have

T you
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you not turned every way to avoid them ? Have
you not often prayed to him, and concurred in other

a6ls of religious worlhip, and yet had but very few
or no devout thoughts of him, even at the very time?

And is that mind well affedced towards him that is fo

averfe to him, and turns every v/ay to fhun a glance

of him ? Alas ! is this your friendship for the God
that made you, v/hofe you are, and whom you ought
to ferve

!

Would you not have indulged the fooPs wifh, that

there were no God, had not the horror and impofli-

bility of the thing retrained you ? But, notwith-

ftanding this refiiraint, has not this blafphemy fhed its

malignant poifon at times in your hearts ? If there

v/as no God, then you would fin without controul, and
without dread of punifhment ; and how fweet was
this I Then you would have nothing to do with that

melancholy thing, religion -, and what an agreeable

exemption would this be ! But is this your love for

him, to wifh the Parent of all being out of being 1

Alas ! can the rankeft enmity rife higher '

Again, if you are reconciled to God, whence is it

that you are fecretly, or perhaps openly difaffected to

his image, I mean the purity and ftridlnefs of his law,

and the lineaments of holinefs that appear upon the

unfafhionable religious few ? If you loved God, you
would of courfe love every thing that bears any refem-

blance to him. But are you not confcious that it is

otiierwife with you ; that you murmiur and cavil at the

reftraints of God's law, and would much rather abjure

it, be free from it, and live as you lift ? Are you not

confcious that nothing expofes a man more to your

fecret difguft and contempt, and perhaps to your pub-'

iic mockery and ridicule, than a ftrid and holy walk,

and a confcientious obfervance of the duties of devo-

tion ? And if you catch your neighbour in any of

thefe offences, do not your hearts rife againft him ?

and what is this but the effefl; of your enmity againfl

Gad ? Do you thus difguft a man for wearing the

genuine*
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genuine image and refemblance of your friend ? No:
tht effedl of love is quite the reverfe.

Again, If you do but reflect upon the daily fenfa-

tions of your own minds, muft you not be confcious

that you love other perfons and thiiigs more than God ?

that you love pleafure, honour, riches, your relations

and friends, more than the glorious and ever-blefied

God ? Look into your own hearts, and you will find

it fo : you will find that this, and that, and a thoufand

things in this world, engrofs more of your thoughts,

your cares, deiires, joys, forrows, hopes, and fears,

than God, or any of his concerns, Nov/ it is effen-

tial to the love of God that it be fupreme. You do

not love him truly at all, in the Icaft degree, if you
do not love him above all ; above all perfons and things

in the whole univerfe. He is a jealous God, and will

not fuifer a rival, A lower degree of love for fupreme

excellence is an affront and indignity. Is it not there-

fore evident, even to your own conviction, that you
do not love God at all ; and what is this but to be his

enemy ? To be indifferent towards him, as though

he were an infignificant being, neither good nor evil,

a mere cypher; to feel neither love nor hatred to-

wards him, but to negledl him, as if you had no con-

cern with him one way or other i what an horrible

difpofition is this towards him, v/ho is fupremely and

infinitely glorious and amiable, your Creator, your

Sovereign, and Benefaftor ; who therefore deferves

and demands your higheft love; or, in the words of

his own law, thatyou Jhould love him with allyour hearty

with all yourfouU "^Ith all your mind^ and -with allyour

firength. Mark xii. 30, From what can fuch indif-

ferency towards him proceed but from difaffedion and

enmity? It is in this way that the enmity of men
towards God mort generally difcovers itfelf. They
feel, perhaps, no pofitive vv^orkings of hatred towards

him, unlefs when their innate corruption, like an ex-

afperated ferpent, is irritated by convidion from his

law; but they feel an apathy, a iidleffnefs, an indif-

ferencj
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ferency towards him ; and becaufe they feel no more,
they flatter themfelves they are far from hating him ;

efpecially as they may have very honourable fpeculative

thoughts of him floating on the furface of their minds.

But alas ! this very thing, this indifferency, or lirtlefs

neutrality, is the very core of their enmity •, and if

they are thus indifferent to him now, while enjoving

fo many bleflings from his hand, and while he delays

their punifiiment, how will tiieir enmity fv/ell and rife

to all the rage of a devil againft him, when he puts

forth his vindictive hand and touches them, and fo

gives occaflon to it to difcover its venom ! My foul

fhudders to think what horrid infurreclions and direct

rebellion this temper will produce when once irritat-

ed, and all refliraints are taken ofl^; which will be the

doom of finners in the eternal world ; and then they

will have no more of the love of God in them than

the mofl: malignant devil in hell ! If therefore you
generally feel fuch an indifferency towards God, be

affured you are not reconciled to him, but are his ene-

mies in your hearts.

Again, All moral evil, or fin, is contrary to God;
it is the only thing upon earth, or in hell, that is mofl:

oppofite to his holy nature -, and the obje6t of his im-
placable and eternal indignation. He is of purer eyes

than to behold it or endure it. It is his hatred to fin

that has turned his heart againfl: any of his creatures

;

nnd is the caufe of all the vengeance that he has in-

fiidled upon the guilty inhabitants of our world, or

the fpirits of hell. There is no objedt in the whole
compafs of the univerfe fo odious to you as every fin

is to a pure and all-holy God : now it is impoffible

you fliould at once love two things fo oppofite, fo eter-

nally irreconcileable. As much love as you have for

any unlawful pleafure, juft: fo much enmity there is in

your hearts towards God. Hence, fays St. Paul, you
were enemies in your minds by wicked works. Col. i. 21.

Intimating, that the love and practice of our wicked
works Is a plain evidence of inward enmity of mind

towards
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towards God. The works of the flefh are finful:

hence, fays the fame apoftie, the carnal mind, or the

minding of the flejh, (pfovn'i^u aa^Ko'^, Rom. viii. 7. is en-

mity againji God-, it is not fubje^ to the lazu of God, nei-

ther indeed can it be : fo then they that are in the flefh, or

under the power of a carnal mind, cannot pleafe God.

Rom. viii. 8. becaufe, whatever feeming a6ls of obedi-

ence they perform, and whatever appearances of friend-

fhip they put on, they are at heart enemies to God,
and therefore cannot pleafe him, who fearches their

heart, and fees the fecret principle of their aflions.

Hence alfo St. James tells us, that if any man would
he a friend to the world, he is the enemy of God, becaufe

the friendfoip of the world is enmity againji God. Jam.
iv. 4. For the world enfiames the luils of men, and

occalions much fin •, and if we love the tempter, we
love the fin to which it would allure us ; and if we
love the fin, we are the enemies of God -, and there-

fore the friendfnip of the world is enmity againft God.
This then is an eftablifhed maxim, without draining

the matter too far, that as far as you love any fin, fo

far are you enemies to God. The love, as well as the

fervice of fuch oppofite mafters, is utterly inconfiftent.

Now, do not your own confciences v/itnefs againft you,

that you have indulged, and ftill do habitually indulge

the love offome fin or other } Whether it be covetouf-

nefs or fenfual pleafure, or ambition, or fome anpry
pafiion, or whatever fin it be, as far as you love it, fo

far you are enemies to God-, and if you take a view
of your temper and pradice, muft you not unavoida-

bly be convided of this dreadful guilt } Horrible as

the crime is, is it not an undeniable matter of fadi,

that you do really love fome fin, and confequently hate

the infinitely amiable and ever blefied God.'* and there-

fore you are the perfons I have to deal with, as need-
ing reconciliation v/ith God.

Farther, Take a view of your general manner of
ferving God in the duties of religion ; your manner
of praying, meditation, hearing the word of God,

and
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and other a<5ls of devotion, and then inquire, Do you
perform this fervice as the wilHng fervants of a matter

you love ? Do you not enter upon fuch fervice with

reludance or liflieilhefs, and perform it with langour

and indifferency, as a bufinefs to which you have no
heart ? But is this your manner of performing a la-

bour of love to a friend ? Will your own reafon fuf-

fer you to think you would be fo luke-warm and heart-

lefs in the worfhip of God if you fincereiy loved him ?

No ; love is an ad:ive principle, a vigorous fpring of

adlion ; and if this were the principle of your religious

fervices, you would infufe more fpirit and life into

them, you would exert all your powers, and be fer-

"vent in fpiritJ ferving the Lord, Rom. xii. 11.

But when you have performed offices of devotion

with fome degree of earneftnefs, which no doubt you
have fometimes done, what was the principle or fpring

of your exertion ? Was it the love of God ? or was

it purely the low principle of felf-love ? Why did you

pray with fuch eager importunity, and attend upon
the other means of grace with fo much ferioufnefs,

but becaufe you apprehended your dear felves were in

danger, and you were not willing to be miferable for

ever ? This fervile, mercenary kind of religious ear-

neftnefs will not prove that you love God, but only

that you love yourfelves ; and this you may do, and

yet have no more true goodnefs, or genuine love to

God, than an infernal fpirit ; for there is not a fpirit in

hell but what loves himfelf. Indeed felf-love is fo far

from being an evidence of the love of God, that the

extravagant excefs of it is the fource of that wicked-

nefs that abounds among men and devils. I do not

mean by this utterly to exclude felf-love out of genuine

religion-, it muft have its place in the moft excellent

and bed beings, but then it muft be kept in a proper

fubordination, and not advance the creature above the

Creator, and dethrone the fupreme King of the uni-

verfe.—His love muft be uppermoft in the heart, and

when that has tlie hirhcft place, the indulgence of
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felf-love in purfuing our own happinefs is lawful, and
an important duty. Now, do you not find from this

view of the cafe, that you are not reconciled to God,
even in your moft devout and zealous hours, much
lefs in the languid inadlive tenour of your lives ? If

fo, place yourfelves among thofe that I have to do with

to-day ; that is, the enemies of God.
So alfo, when you perform good offices to mankind ;

when you are harmlefs, obliging neighbours ^ when
you are charitable to the poor, or ftriftly juft in trade -,

is the love of God, and a regard to his authority, the

reafon and principle of your aftions ? That is, do
you do thefe things becauie God commands them, and
becaufe you delight to do what he commands ? or ra-

ther, do you not do them merely becaufe it is your

nature to perform humane and honourable anions in

fuch inftances •, or becaufe you may acquire honour, or

fome felfifh advantage by them ? Alas ! that God
fhould be negle(fled, forgotten, and left out of the

qucftion, as of no importance, even in thofe adlions

that are materially good ! that even what he commands
fhould be done, not becaufe he commands it, but for

fome other fordid felfifii reafon ! O I if you did really

love God, would you thus difregard him, and do no-

thing for his fake j not only when you are doing what
he forbids, but even when you are performing what
he has made your duty ! Would he be fuch a cypher,

a mere nothing in your praftical efteem, if your hearts

were reconciled to him as your God ? No; fuch of
you muft look upon yourfelves as the very perfons

whom I am to pray, in Chrift's ftead, to be reconciled

to God.
I might thus, from obvious fadls, lay before you

many more evidences of your difaffeftion to the great

God j but I muft leave fome room for the other part

of my addrefs to you, in which I am to perfuade you
to accept of the propofal of reconciliation ; and there-

fore I jfhall add only one more teft of your pretended

friendship, a tell which is eftablifhed by the great

Founder



144 Sinners intreated to Scrm. go-

Founder of our religion, as infallibly decifive in this

cafe ; and that is, obedience, or the keeping of the

commandments of God. This, I fay, is eftablifhed

in the ftrongeft terms by Jefus Chrift himfelf, as a de-

cifive teft of love, If you love me, keep my command-

ments. John xiv. 15. Then are ye my friends if ye do

whatfoever I command you. John xv, 14. If any man
love me, he will keep my words. He that loveth me not,

keepeth not my faying. John xiv. 23, 24. This is the

love of God, fays St. John, that we keep his command-

ments ', and his comniand?nents are not grievous, i John
V. 3. that is, they are not grievous when love is the

principle of obedience. The fervice of love is always

willing and pleafing. Now, my brethren, bring your

hearts and lives to this ftandard, and let confcience de-

clare. Are there not fome demands and reftraints of

the divine law fo difagreeable to you that you labour

to keep yourfelves ignorant of them, and turn every

way to avoid the painful light of convicflion .? Are
there not feveral duties which you know in your con-

fciences to be fuch, which you do not fo much as ho-

neftly endeavour to perform, but knowingly and wil-

fully negled .^ And are there not fome favourite fins

which your confciences tell you God has forbidden,

which yet are fo pleafing to you, that you knowingly

and allowedly indulge and praftife them ? If this be

your cafe, you need not pretend to plead any thing in

your own defence, or hefitate any longer •, the cafe is

plain, you are, beyond all doubt, enemies to God

;

you are undeniably convi(5led of it this day by irrefifti-

ble evidence. You perhaps glory in the profeffion of

Chriftians, but you are, notwithftanding, enemies of

God. You attend on public worfliip, you pray, you

read, you communicate, you are perhaps a zealous

churchman or difienter, but you are enemies of God.

You have perhaps had many fits of religrious afFedion,

and ferious concern about your everlafting happinefs,

but notwithftanding you are enemies of God. You
may have reformed in many things, but you are ftill

enemies
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enemies of God. Men may efteem you Chriftians,

but the God of Heaven accounts you his enemies. In

vain do you infift upon it, that you have never hated

your Maker all your life, but even tremble at the

thought, for undeniable facfls are againft you ; and the

reafon why you have not feen your enmity was, be-

caufe you were blind, and judged upon wrong princi-

ples : but if you this day feel the force of convidlion

from the law, and have your eyes opened, you will

fee and be fhocked at your horrid enmity againft God,
before yonder fun fets.

And now, when I have fingled out from the reft

thofe I am now to befeech to reconciliation with God,
have I not got the majority of you to treat with ?

Where are the fincere lovers of God ? Alas ! how
few are they ! and how imperfedl even in their love,

fo that they hardly dare call themfelves lovers of God,
but tremble left they ftiould ftill belong to the wretch-

ed crowd that are ftill unreconciled to him !

' Ye rebels againft the King of Heaven 1 ye enemies

againft my Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrift ! (I cannot

flatter you with a fofter name) hear me •, attend to the

propofal I make to you, not in my own name, but in

the name and ftead of your rightful Sovereign; and
that is, that you will this day be reconciled to God.
" I pray you in his ftead (that is all I can do) " be

ye reconciled to God.'* That you may know what
I mean, I will more particularly explain this overture

to you.

If you would be reconciled to God, you muft be

deeply fenfible of the guilt, the wickednefs, the bafe-

nefs, the inexpreflible malignity of your enmity and
rebellion againft him. You muft return to your right-

ful Sovereign as convifted, felf-condemned, penitent,

broken-hearted rebels, confounded and aftiamed of

your condudl, loathing yourfelves becaufe you have

loathed the fupreme Excellence, mourning over your

unnatural difafFe(5i:ion, your bafe ingratitude, your hor-

rid rebellion againft fo good a King. And what do you

U %
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fay to this article of the treaty of peace ? Is it an

hard thing for fuch caufelefs enemies to fall upon the

knee, and to mourn and weep as proi-irate penitents

at the feet of their injured Maker ? Is it an hard

thing for one that has all his life been guilty of the

blackeit crime upon earth, or even in hell, I mean en-

mity againll God, toconfefs " I have finned," and to

feel his own confeiTion ? to feel it, I fay ; for if he

does not feel it, his confefiion is but an empty com-
pliment, that increafes his guilt.

Again, If you would be reconciled to God, you
muft heartily confent to be reconciled to him in Chriftj

that is, you muft come in upon the footing of that

ad of grace which is published in the gofpel through

Chrift, and expefting no favour at all upon the footing

of your own goodnefs. The merit of what you call

your good actions, of your repentance, your prayers,

your a6lsof charity and juftice, muft all pafs for no-

thing in this refped: you muft depend only and en-

tirely upon the merit of Chrift's obedience and fufFer-

ings as the ground of your acceptance v/ith God

;

and hope for forgivenefs and favour from his mere
mercy beftowed upon you, only for the fake of Chrift,

or on account of what he has done and fuffered in the

ftead of finners. The context informs you, that it is

only in Chrift that God is reconciling the world to

himfelf i and confequently it is only in Chrift that the

v/orld m.uft accept of reconciliation and pardon. It

does not confift with the dignity and perfedions of the

King of Heaven to receive rebels into favour upon
any other footing. I would have you confent to every

article of the overture as I go along j and therefore

here again I make a paufe to afk you, what do you
think of this article .'' Are you willing to comply
with it, willing to come into favour with God, as con-

vidted, felf-condem.ned rebels, upon an ac5t of grace

procured by the righteoufnefi of Chrift alone "i Is it

a mortification to creatures that never have done one

adion truly good in all their lives, becaufe they have

never
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never loved God in one moment of their lives ; crea-

tures that have always, even in what they counted

their beft difpofitions, and beft aftions, been hateful to

God, becaufe even in their bed difpofitions and befl

adions they were utterly deditute of his love ? Is it

a mortification to fuch creatures to renounce all their

own merit, and confent to be faved only through grace,

on account of the righteoufnefs of another, even of

Jefas Chrift the great peace-maker ? Can it be a mor-
tification to you to renounce what you have not, and

to own yourfelves guilty, and utterly unworthy, when
you are really fuch ? O ! may I not exped your com-
pliance with this term of reconciliation ?

Again, If you would be reconciled to God, you
muft engage yourfelves in his fervice for tlie future,

and devote yourfelves to do his v/ill. His law mufl
be the rule of your temper and prac5lice : whatever he

commands, you mufl: honefily endeavour to perform,

without exception of any one duty as difligreeable and

laborious i and whatever he forbids, you muft, for

that reafon, abftain from, however pleafing, advanta^

geous, or fafhionable. You muft no longer look upon
yourfelves as your own, but as bought with a price,

and therefore bound to glorify God with your fouls

and your bodies, which are his. And can you make
any difHculty of complying with this term; of obey-

ing Him, v/hom the happy angels in heaven obey ;

of obferving that law which always unites your duty

and your happinefs, and forbids nothing but what is

itfelf injurious to you in the nature of things •, of do-

ing the will of the wifeft and beft of beings rather

than your own, who are ignorant and depraved crea-

tures ? O ! can you make any difiiculty of this ? If

not, you will return home this day reconciled to God; an

happinefs you have never yet enjoyed for one moment.
Finally, \^ you would be reconciled to God, you

muft break off all friendfhip with his enemies; your

friendfnip with the world, I mean your attachment

p its wicked fafhions and cuftoms, and your fondnefs

for
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for it3 rebellious inhabitants, who continue enemies

to God ; your love of guilty pleafures, and every form
of fin, however pleafing or gainful you might imagine

it to be ; your old habits and practices, while enemies

to God ; all thefe you muft break off for ever ; for

your friendHiip with thefe is utterly inconfiflent with

the love of God. As long as you are refolved to love

the world, to keep up your fociety with your old com-
panions in fin, to retain your old pleafures and evil

prac5lices ; as long, I fay, as you arejefolved upon this

courfe, farewell all hope of your reconciliation to God

:

it is abfolutely impofiible. And do any of you hefi-

tate at this article ? Is fin fo noble a thing in itfelf,

and fo happy in its confequences, as that you fhould

be fo loth to part with it ? Is it fo fweet a thing to

you to fin againfl: God, that you know not how to for-

bear ? Alas ! will you rather be an implacable enemy
to the God that made you, than break your league

with his enemies and your own ? Do you love your

fins fo well, and are you fo obliged to them, that you
will lay down your life, your eternal life, for their

fake?

I might multiply particulars, but thefe are the prin-

cipal articles of that treaty of peace I am negociating

with you ; and a confent to thefe includes a compli-

ance with all the reft. And are you determined to

comply ^ Does the heaven-born purpofe now rife in

your minds, " I am determined I will be an enemy
of God no longer ; but this very day I will be recon-

ciled to God upon his own terms!" Is this your fix-

ed purpofe } or is there any occafion to pray and per-

fuade you ?

I well know, and it is fit you fhould know, that

you are not able of yourfelves to confent to thefe terms,

but that it is the work of the power of God alone to

reconcile you to himfelf •, and that all my perfuafions

and intreaties will never make you either able or will-

ing. You will then afk me, perhaps, " Why do I

propofe the terms to you, or ufe any perfuafives or

intreaties
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intreaties with you ?" I anlwer, Becaufe you never

will be fenfible of your inability till you make an honeft

trial, and becaufe you never will look and pray for

the aid of the blefled fpirit till you are deeply fenfible

of your own infufficiency : and further, becaufe, if the

blefTed fpirit Ihould ever effeftually work upon you,

it will be by enlightening your underftandings to fee

the reafonablenefs of the terms, and the force of the

perfuafives; and in this way, agreeably to your rea-

fonable natures, fweetly conftraining your obftinate

wills to yield yourfelves to God : therefore the terms

mufl: be propofed to you, and perfuafives ufed, if I

would be fubfervient to this divine agent, and furnifh

him with materials with which to work •, and I have

fome little hope that he will, as it were, catch my
feeble words from my lips before they vanifli into air,

and bear them home to your hearts with a power which

you will not be able to refift. Finally, a convidion.

of the true ftate of your cafe may conftrain you from

felf-Iove and the low principles of nature to ufe the

means of reconciliation with zeal and earneftnefs : this

you are capable of, even with the mere ftrength of

degenerate nature ; and it is only in this way of earneft

endeavours that you have any encouragement to hope

for divine aid : therefore, notwithftanding your utter

impotence, I muft pray, intreat, and perfuade you
to be reconciled to God.

I prav you, in the name of the great God your

heavenly Father, and of Jefus Chrifl your Redeemer.

If God fhould once more renew the thunder and light-

ning, and darknefs and tempeft of Sinai, and fpeak to

you as he once did to the trembling Ifraelites ; or if

he fhould appear to you in all the amiable and alluring

glories of a fin-pardoning reconcileable God, and pray

you to be reconciled to him, would you not then re-

gard the propofal ? or if Jefus, who once prayed for

you from the crofs, fhould now pray to you from his

throne in heaven, and beg you with his own gracious

voice to be reconciled, O I could you difregard the

intreaty ?
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intreaty ? Surely no. Now the overture of peace is

as really made to you by the blefied God and his Son

Jefus Chrift, as if it were exprefsly propofed to you
by an immediate voice from heaven. For I befeech

you, as though God did befeech you by me, and it is in

Chriji^s Jiead^ that I pray you be reconciled to God.

Therefore, however lightly you may make of a mere
propofal of mine, can you difregard an overture from

the God that made you, and the Saviour that bought
you with his blood ; m which I am but the faint echo

of their voice from heaven.

In the name of God I pray you •, the name of the^

greateft and beft of beings •, that name which angels

love and adore, and which ftrikes terror through the

hardieft devil in the infernal regions ; the name of

your Father, the immediate Father of your fpirits,

and the Author of your mortal frames ; the name of

your Preferver and Benefa6lor, in whom you live, and

move, and have your being •, and who gives you life,

and breath, and all things ; the name of your rightful

Sovereign and Lawgiver, who has a right to demand
your love and obedience -, the name of your fupreme

Judge, who will afcend the tribunal, and acquit or

condemn you, as he finds you friends or foes ; the

name of that God, rich in goodnefs, who has reple-

ni(hed heaven with an infinite plenitude of happinefs,

in which he will allow you to fliare, after all your hof-

tility and rebellion, if you confent to the overture of

reconciliation; in the name of that God of terrible

majefty and juftice, who has prepared the dungeon of

hell as a prifon for his enemies, where he holds in

chains the mighty powers of darknefs, and thoufands

of your own race, who perfified in that enmity to him
of which you are now guilty, and with whom you

mufh have your everlafting portion, if, like them, you
continue hardened and incorrigible in your rebellion %

in the name of that compaffionate God, who fent his

dear Son (O the tranfpoi ting thought
!
) to fitisfy di-

vine juftice for you by his death, and the precepts of

the
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the law by his life, and thus to remove all obftru6lions

out of the way of your reconciliation on the part of

God; in this great, this endearing and tremendous

name, I pray you be reconciled to God. I pray you
for his fake ; and has this name no Aveight with you ?

Will you do nothing for his fake ? what, not fo rea-

fonable and advantageous a thing as dropping your

unnatural rebellion, and being reconciled to him ? Is

your contempt of God rifen to that pitch that you will

not do the moft reafonable and profitable thing in the

world, if he intreat you to do it ? Be aftonifhed, O
ye heavens ! at this.

I pray you both in the name and for the fake of

Jefus Chrift, the true friend of publicans and finners,

in his name, and for his fake, who afiumed your de-

graded nature, that he might dignify and fave it; who
lived a life of labour, poverty, and perfecution upon
earth, that you might enjoy a life of everlafting hap-

pinefs and glory in heaven; who died upon a tortur-

ing crofs, that you might fit upon heavenly thrones

;

who was imprifoned in the gloomy grave, that you
might enjoy a glorious refurredlion ; who fell a vidim
to divine juftice, that you might be fet free from its

dreadful arreft; who felt trouble and agony of foul,

that you might enjoy the fmiles, the pleafures of di-

vine love ; who, in fhort, has difcovered more ardent

and extenfive love for you than all the friends in the

world can do ; in his name, and for his fake, I pray

you to be reconciled to God. And is his dear name
a trifle in your efteem } Will you not do any thing

fo reafonable and fo neceflary, and conducive to your

happinefs for his fake ; for his fake who has done and

fuffered fo much for you .^ Alas ! has the name of

Jefus no more influence among the creatures he bought

with his blood ! It is hard indeed if I beg in vain,

when I beg for the fake of Chrift, the Friend, the

Saviour of psrifhing fouls.

But if you have no regard for him, you certainly

have for yourfdves ; therefore, for your ov/n fakes,

for
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for the fake of your precious immortal fouls, for the

fake of your own everlafting happinefs, I pray you to

be reconciied to God. If you retufe, you degrade the

honour of your nature, and commence incarnate de-

vils. For what is the grand conftituent of a devil but

enmity againft God } You become the refufe of the

creation, tit for no apartment of the univerfe but the

prifon of hell. While you are unreconciled to God
you can do nothing at all to pleafe him. He thatfear-

ches the heart knows that even your good adlions do

not proceed from love to him, and therefore he abhors

them. Ten thoufand prayers and a6ts of devotion

and morality, as you have no principles of real holi-

nefs, are fo many provocations to a righteous God.

While you refufe to be reconciled, you are acceflary

to, and patronize all the rebellion of men and devils -,

for if you have a right to continue in your rebellion,

why may not others ? why may not every man upon
earth ? why may not every miferable ghoft in the in-

fernal regions ? A'ld are you for raifing an univerfal

mutiny and rebejlion againft the throne of the moft

High ! O the inexpreffible horror of the thought

!

If you refufe to be reconciled, you will foon weary

out the mercy and patience of God towards you, and

he will come forth arainft you in all the terrors of an

almig^hty enemy. He will give deathacommiflion to

feize you, and drag you to his flaming tribunal. He
will break off the treaty, and never make you one

offer of reconciliation more : he will ftrip you of all

the enjoyments he was pleafed to lend you, while you
were under a reprieve, and the treaty was not come
to a final ifiue •, and will leave you nothing but bare

being, and an extenlive capacity of mifery, which

will be filled up to the uttermoft from the vials of his

indignation. He will treat you as his implacable ene-

my, and you fhall be to him as Amdek, Exod. xvii.

16. with whom he will make war for ever and ever.

He will reprove vou, and {ex. your fins in order before

you, and tear you in pieces, and there ihall be none
to
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to deliver. He will meet you as a lion, " and as a

bear bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul

of your hearts." Hof. xiii. 8. He hath for a long

time held his peace, and endured your rebellion; but

ere long he will go forth as a mighty man; he ihall

ftir up jealoufy like a man of war; he {hall cry, yea

roar ; he rtiall prevail againft his enemies. Ah ! he

will cafe him of his adverfaries, and avenge him of
his enemies. He will give orders to the executioners

of his juftice : Tbefe mine enemies^ that would not that

1 jhould reign over them^ bring them hither^ andjlay them

before me. Luke xix. 27. And now, if you will not

fubmit to peace, prepare to meet your God, O fin-

ners ; gird up your loins like men; put on all the ter-

r6r of your rage, and go forth to meet your almighty

adverfary, who will foon meet you in the field, and
try your flrength. Call the legions of hell to your

aid, and flrengthen the confederacy with all your

fellow-finners upon earth ; put briers and thorns

around you to inclofe from his reach. Prepare the

dry ftubble to oppofe devouring flame. Aflbciate your-

felves, but ye fhall be broken in pieces; gird your-

felves ; but, alas ! ye fhall be broken to pieces.

But O ! I mufl drop this ironical challenge, and
ferioufly pray you to make peace with him whom you
cannot refift : then all your paft rebellion will be
forgiven ; you fhall be the favourites of your fove-

reign, and happy for ever ; and earth and heavea

will rejoice at the conclufion of this bleffed peace j

and my now fad heart will fhare in the joy. There-

fore, for your own fakes, " I pray you to be recon-

ciled to God.'*

X SERMON



SERMON IV.

The Nature and Univerfality of Spiritual Death.

Ephes. ii. I. and 5. Who were dead in trefpajfes and

fins.—Even when we were dead in fins,

TPIERE is a kind of death which we all cxpecfl

to feel that carries terror in the very found, and

all its circumftances are fhocking to nature. The
ghaftly countenance, the convulfive agonies, the ex-

piring groan, the coffin, the grave, the devouring

worm, the ftupor, the infenfibility, the univerfal in-

activity, thefe ftrike a damp to the fpirit, and we turn

pale at the thought. With fuch objeds as thefe in

view, courage fails, levity looks ferious, prefumption

is dafhed, the cheerful pafTions fink, and all is folemn,

all is melancholy. The moft ftupid and hardy finner

cannot but be moved to fee thefe things exemplified in

others •, and when he cannot avoid the profpeft, he is

fhocked to think that he himfelf mufi: feel them.

But there is another kind of death little regarded

indeed, little feared, litde lamented, which is infinite-

ly more terrible—the death, not of the body, but of

the foul ; a death which does not ftupify the limbs,

but the faculties of the mind: a death which does not

feparate the foul and body, and confign the latter to

the grave, but that feparates the foul from God, ex-

cludes it from all the joys of his prefence, and deli-

vers it over to everlafting mifery: a tremendous death

indeed! " a death unto death." The expreffion of

St. Paul is prodigioudy ftrong and ftriking : 0«vxl©' «;

©avsilov, Death unto death, death after death, in a

dreadful fucceffion, and the laft more terrible than the

firft, 2 Cor. ii. 16. and this is the death meant in my
text, dead in trejpafj'es and fins.

To
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To explain the context and fhew you the connec-

tion, I fhall make two fhort remarks.

The one is. That the apoftle had obferved in the

nineteenth and twentieth verfes of the forgoing chap-

ter, that the fame almighty power of God, which

raifed Chrift from the dead, is exerted to enable a fin-

ner to believe

—

JVe believe., fays he, according to the

working or energy Evepystsec of his mighty power which he

wrought in Chrijiy when he raifed him from the dead.

The one, as well as the other, is an exploit of omni-

potence. The exceeding greatnefs of his mighty
power is exerted towards us that believe, as well as it

was upon the dead body of Chrift to reftore it to life,

after it had been torn and mangled upon the crofs,

and lain three days and three nights in the grave.

What ftrong language is this ! what a forcible iliuftra-

tion ! Methinks this padage alone is fufficient to con-

found all the vanity and felf-fufficiency of mortals,

and entirely deftroy the proud fidion of a felf-fprung

faith produced by the efforts of degenerate nature.

In my text the apoftle aftigns the reafon of this. The
fame exertion of the fame povv'er is neceflary in the

one cafe and the other ; becaufe, as the body of Chrift

was dead, and had no principle of life in it, fo, favs

he, ye were dead in trefpaffes and f.ns ; and therefore

could no more quicken yourfelves than a dead body
can reftore itfelf to life. But God., verfe 4th, who is

rich in mercy ^ for his great love wherewith he loved us

;

that God, who raifed the entomed Redeemer to life

again, that fame almighty God, by a like exertion of

the fame power, hath quickened us^ verfe 5th, even

when we were dead in fins-, dead, fenfelefs, inadlive,

and incapable of animating ourfelvcs. Let any man
carefully read thefe verfes, and confider their moft na-

tural meaning, and I cannot but think common fenfs

will direft him thus to underftand them. The fcrip-

tures were written with adeftgn to be underftood; and

therefore that fenfe which is the moft natural to a plain

unprejudiced underftanding is moft likely to be true.

The
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The other remark is, That the apoftle having pro-

nounced the Ephefians dead in fin, while unconverted,

in the firft verfe, pafies tlie fame fentence upon himfelf

and the whole body of the Jews, notvvithftaiiding their

high privileges, in the fifth verfe. The fenfe and con-

nection may be difcovered in the following paraphrafe

:

*' You Ephefians were very lately Heathens, and,

while you were in that fl:ate, you were fpiritually dead,

and all your actions were dead works. In time paft

ye walked in trefpafles and fins, nor were you fingular

in your courfe : though it be infinitely pernicious, yet

it is the common courfe of this world, and it is alfo

agreeable to the temper and inftigation of that gloomy
prince, who has a peculiar power in the region of the

air; that malignant fpirit who works with dreadful

efficacy in the numerous children of difobedience ; but
this was not the cafe of you Heathens alone : we alfo

who are Jews, notwithfl:anding our many religious

advantages, and even I myfelf, notwithftanding my
high privileges and unblemifiiable life as a Pharifee,

we alfo, I fay, had our converfation in times pafi:

among the children of difobedience ; we all, as well

as they, walked in the luflis of the flefii, fulfilling the

defires and inclinations (©sAV^^a) of our fenfual flefh,

and of our depraved minds •, for thefc v/ere tainted

with fpiritual wickednefs, independent upon our ani-

mal paflions and appetites ; and we were all, even by
nature, children of wrath, even as others : in this

refpedl we Jews were juft like the reft of mankind, cor-

rupt from our very birth, tranfgreflbrs from the womb,
and liable to the wrath of God. Our external relation

and privileges as the peculiar people of God, diftin-

guifhed with a religion from heaven, makes no dif-

tindlion between us and others in this matter. As we
are all children of difobedience by our lives, fo we are

all, without exception, children of wrath by nature

!

but when we are all dead in fins, when Jews and Gen-
tiles were equally dead to God, then, even then, God,
who is rich in mercy, had pity upon us , be quickened
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us j
" he infpired us with a new and rpiritual life by

his own almighty power, which raifed the dead body

of Chrift from the grave." He quickened us together

with Chrift \
" We received our life by virtue of our

union with him as our vital head, who was raifed to

an immortal life, that he might quicken dead fouls by

thofe influences of his fpirit, which he purchafed by

his death-, and therefore by grace are ye faved. It is

the purefl, richeft, freeft grace, that ever fuch dead

fouls as we were made alive to God, and not fufFered

to remain dead for ever."

This is the obvious meaning and connexion of thefe

verfes •, ana we now proceed to confider the text. Dead
in trefpaffes and fins ; you dead, we dead, Jews and

Gentiles, all dead together in trefpaffes and fins. A
difmal, mortifying character ' " This one place," fays

Beza, " like a thunder-bolt, daflies all mankind down
to the duft, great and proud as they are ; for it pro-

nounces their nature not only hurt bul dead by fin,

and therefore liable to wrath."*

Death is a ftate of infenfibility and inaAivity, and

a dead man is incapable of reftoring himfelf to life

;

therefore the condition of an unconverted finner mufl:

have fome refemblance to fuch a ftate, in order to fup-

port the bold metaphor here ufed by the apoftle. To
underftand it aright we muft take care, on the one

hand, that we do not explain it away in flattery to our-

felves, or in compliment to the pride of human na-

ture: and, on the other hand, that we do not carry

the fimilitude too far, fo as to lead into abfurdities,

and contradi6t matter of fad.

The metaphor mufl: be underfl:ood with feveral li-

mitations or exceptions •, for it is certain there is a wide

difference betv/een the fpiritual death of the foul, and

the natural death of the body, particularly in this re-

fpedt, that death puts an entire end to all the powers,

adtions,

* ** Hoc uno loco, quafi fulmine, totus homo, quantus quantus

eft profternitur. Neque enim naturam dicit Isfam, fed mortuam,

per peccatu^ \ ideoqvie ir» cbnoxiam,"
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adions, and fenfations of our animal nature univer-

fally, with regard to all objeits of every kind : but a

foul dead in fin is only partially dead; that is, it is

dead only with regard to a certain kind of fenfations

and exercifes, but in the mean time it may be all life

and adivity about other things. It is alive, fenfible,

and vigorous about earthly objecfls and purfuits ; thefe

raife its paflions and engage its thoughts. It has alfo

a dreadful power and faculty of finning, though this

is not its life but its difeafe, its death, like the ten-

dency of a dead body to corruption. It can likewife

exercife its intelleftual powers, and make confiderable

improvements in fcience. A finner dead in trefpaffes

and fins may be a living treafury of knowledge, an

univerfal fcholar, a profound philofopher, and even a

great divine, as far as mere fpeculative knowledge can

render him fijch •, nay, he is capable of many fenfations

and imprefTions from religious objedls, and of per-

forming all the external duties of religion. He is

able to read, to hear, to pray, to meditate upon di-

vine things ; nay, he may be an inftrudor of others,

and preach perhaps with extenfive popularity : he may
have a form of godlinefs, and obtain a name to live

among men : he is in fome meafure able, and it is his

duty to attend upon the means God has inflituted for

quickening him with fpiritual life, and God deals with

him as with a rational creature, by laws, fandlions,

promifes, expoftulations, and invitations : thefe con-

ceffions I make, not only to give you the fenfe of the

text, but alfo to prevent the abufe of the dodlrine,

and anticipate fome objections againft it, as though it

were an encouragement to continue idle, and ufe no

means to obtain fpiritual life : or as though it render-

ed all the means of grace needlefs and abfurd, like ar-

guments to the dead, to reftore themfelves to life.

But, notwithftanding all thefe concefiions, it is a me-
lancholy truth that an unregenerate finner is dead.

Though he can commit fin with greedinefs, though he

is capable of animal adlions and fecular purfuits, nay,

though
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though he can employ his mind even about intelledual

and fpiritual things, and is capable of performing the

external duties of religion, yet there is fomething in

religion with regard to which he is entirely dead :

there is a kind of fpiritual life of which he is entirely

deftitute : he is habitually infenfible with regard to

things divine and eternal : he has no adlivity, no vi-

gour in the pure, fpiritual, and vital exercifes of reli-

gion : he has no pravailing bent of mind towards

them : he has not thofe views and apprehenfions of

things which a foul fpiritually alive would neceffarily

receive and entertain : he is deftitute of thofe facred

afFedions, that joy, that love, that defire, that hope,

that fear, that forrow, which are, as it were, the in-

nate paffions of the new man. In fhort, he is fo in-

active, fo liftlefs, fo infenfible in thefe refpeds, that

death, which puts an end to all adion and fenfation,

is a proper emblem of his ftate j and this is the mean-

ing of the apoftle in my text. He is alfo utterly un-

able to quicken himfelf. He may indeed ufe means

in fome fortj but to implant a vital principle in his

foul, but to give himfelf vivid fenfations of divine

things, and make himfelf alive towards God, this is

entirely beyond his utmoft ability : this is as peculiarly

the work of almighty power as the refurre(5lion of a

dead body from the grave. As to this death it is

brought upon him by and confifts in trefpajjes andfins.

The innate depravity and corruption of the heart, and

the habits of fin contrafted and confirmed by repeated

indulgences of inbred corruption, thefe are the poi-

fonous, deadly things that have flain the foul ; thefe

have entirely indifpofed and difabled it for living reli-

gion, ^refpafjes and fins are the grave, the corrupt

effluvia, the malignant damps, the rottennefs of a dead

foul : it lies dead, fenfelefs, inadlive, buried in tref-

paffes and fins. TrefpafJ'es and fins render it ghaftly,

odious, abominable, a noifome putrefadlion before an

holy God, like a rotten carcafs, or a mere mafs of

corruption : the vileft lufts, like worms, riot upon and

devour
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devour it, but it feels them not, nor can it lift a hand
to drive the venoni off. Such mortifying ideas as

thefe may be contained in the Itriking metaphor, dead

in trefpajj'es andfins ; and I hope you now underftand

its general meaning.

If you would know what has turned my thoughts

to this fubjedt, I will candidly tell you, though with

a forrowful heart. I am fure, if any objeds within

the compafs of human knowledge have a tendency to

make the deepeft impreffions upon our minds, they

are thofe things which chrillianity teaches us concern-

ing God, concerning ourfelves, and a future ftate j

and if there be any exercifes which fhould call forth

all the life and powers of our fouls into aftion, they

are thofe of a religious nature: but, alas! I often

find a ftrange, aftonifhing ftupor and liftleflhefs about

thefe things. In this I am not fingular ; the beft

among us complain of the fame thing ; the moft lively

Chriftians feel this unaccountable langour and infenfi-

bility i and the generality are evidently dellitute of all

habitual concern about them *. they are all alive in the

purfuit of pleafure, riches, or honours •, their thoughts

are eafily engaged, and their affeftions raifed by fuch

things as thefe : but the concerns of religion, which,

above all other things are adapted to make imprelTions

upon them, and ftir up all the life within them, feem

to have little or no effeft. When I have made this

obfervation with refped to others, and felt the melan-

choly confirmation of it in my own breaft, I have

really been ftruck with amazement, and ready to cry

out, " Lord, what is this that has befallen me, and

the reft of my fellow mortals ? what can be the caufe

of fuch a condudl in a rational nature, to be a<5live and

eager about trifles, and ftupid and carelefs about mat-

ters of infinite importance .'' O whence is this ftrange

infatuation !" Thus I have been ftiocked at this afto-

niftiing fad, and I could account for it in no other way
but by refleding that .we have all been dead in trejpaJJ'es

andfins.—In fuch a folemn hour the apoftle's expref-

flon
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fion does not feem at all too ftrong. I have no fcm-

ple at all to pronounce, not only from the authority cf

an apoftle, but from the evidence of the thing, that

I, and all around me, yea, and all the fons of men
have been dead ; in the fpiritual fenfe, utterly dead.

Multitudes among us, yea, the generality are dead

ftill ; hence the ftillnefs about religion among us j

hence the ftupor, the carelefTnefs about eternal things,

the thoughtlefs negled of God, the infenfibility under

his providential difpenfations, the impenitence, the

prefumption that fo much prevail. God has indeed,

out of the great love wherewith he loved us, quicken-

ed fome of us, even when we were dead in fins ; and

we have a Httle life, fome vital fenfations and impref-

iions at times, but O ! how little, how fuperficialj

how much of a deadly ftupor yet remains ! how little

life in prayer, in hearing, or in the neareft approach

to the living God ! The refle6tion is fhocking, but,

alas ! it is too true ; confult your own hearts and you
will find it even fo. Animal life feems to be a gradual

thing ; it gradually grows in an infant, it is perfe(5l in

•mature age, and in old age it gradually decays, till all

is gone -, but how fmall is the degree of life when the

foetus is juft animated, or the infant born into the

world! but little fuperior to that of a plant or an

oyfter. What faint fenfations, what obfcure and lan-

guid perceptions, what feeble motions ! Such are the

children of grace in the prefent flate. Spiritual life

is gradual ; it is infufed in regeneration •, but O ! how
far from perfedion while on this fide heaven ! Alas !

the bcft of us are like the poor traveller that fell among
thieves, and was left half dead : however, it is an

unfpeakable mercy to have the leaft principle of fpi-

ritual life •, and we Ihould prize it more than crowns

and empires.

If you would know my defign in choofing this fub-

je6t, it is pardy for the convi6lion of finners, that

they may be alarmed with their deplorable condition,

which is the firft ftep towards their being quickened

;

Y partly
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partlv to roufe the children of grace to feek more life

from their vital head ; and partly to difplay the rich

grace of God in quickening fuch dead flnners, and

heRowing upon them a fpiritual and immortal life

;

and furely nothing can inflame our gratitude and raife

our wonder more than the confideration that we were

dead in trefpafies and fins ! If I may but anfwer thefe

ends, it will be an unfpeakable bleffing to us all. And
that divine grace may honour this humble attempt

of a poor creature, at beft but half alive, with fuccefs

!

1 hope, my brethren, you will hear ferioufly, for it

is really a moft ferious fubjedt.

You have feen that the metaphorical expreffion in

my text is intended to reprel'ent the ftupidity, inadi-

vity, and impotence of unregenerate flnners about di-

vine things. This truth I might confirm by argument

and fcripture-authority •, but I think it may be a better

method for popular convidlion to prove and illuflrate

it from plain iniiances of the temper and condudl of

iinners about the concerns of religion, as this may
force the conviftion upon them from undoubted mat-

ters of fa(5b and their own experience. This, there-

fore, is the method I intend to purfue ; and my time

will allow me to particularize only the following in-

flances.

I. Confider the excellency of the divine Being, the

fum total, the great original of all perfections. How
infinitely worthy is he of the adoration of all his crea-

tures ! how deferving of their molt Intenfe thoughts

and moft ardent affeftions ! If majefty and glory can

ftrike us with awe and veneration, does not Jehovah
demand them, who is clothed with majefty and glory

as with a garment, and before whom all the inhabit-

ants of the earth are as grafs-hoppers, as nothing, as

lefs than nothing, and vanity.^ If wifdom excites our

pleafing wonder, here is an unfathomable depth. O
tht depth of the riches of the wifdom and knowledge
of God ! If goodnefs, grace, and mercy attraft our

love and gratitude, here thefe amiable perfedions fhine

in
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in their moft alluring glories. If juftice ftrik.es a damp
to the guilty, here is juftice in all its tremendous ma-
jefty. If veracity, if candour, if any, or all of the

moral virtues engage our efteem, here they all center

in their higheft perfe6lion. If the prefence of a king

ftrikes a reverence; if the eye of his judge awes the

criminal, and reftrains him from offending, certainly

we fhould fear before the Lord all the day, for we are

furrounded with his omniprefence, and he is the In-

fpeAor and Judge of all our thoughts and aftions. If

riches excite defire, here are unfearchable riches : if

happinefs has charms that draw all the world after it,

here is an unbounded ocean of happinefs •, here is the

only complete portion for an immortal mind. Men
are affeded with thefe things in one another, though

found in a very imperfe6t degree. Power awes and

commands ; virtue and goodne(s plcafe \ beauty charms •,

juftice ftrikes with folemnity and terror; a bright ge-

nius is admired -, a benevolent merciful temper is lov-

ed : thus men are affeded with created excellencies.

Whence is it then they are fo ftupidly unaffecfled with

the fupreme original excellencies of Jehovah .^ Here,

my brethren, turn your eyes inward upon yourfelves,

and enquire, are not feveral of you confcious that,

though you have paftions for fuch objefts as thefe, and

you are eafily moved by them, yet, with regard to the

perfedions of the fupreme and beft of beings, your
hearts are habitually fenfelefs and unaffected. It is not

an eafy thing to make impreftions upon you by them ;

and what increafes the wonder, and aggravates your

guilt, is, that you are thus fenfelefs and unaffecfled,

when you believe and profefs that thefe perfedions

are really in God, and that in the higheft degree pof-

fible. In other cafes you can love what appears amia-

ble, you revere v.'hat is great and majeftic, you eager-

ly defire and purfue what is valuable, and tends to your
happinefs -, and all this you do freely, fpontaneoufly,

vigorously, by the innate inclination and tendency of

your nature, without reluftance, without compulfion,

nay,
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nay, without perfuafion -, but as to God and all his

perfcdions, you are ftrangely infenfible, backward,

and averfe. Where is there one being that has any

confeffed excellency in the compafs of human know-
ledge, that does not engage more of the thoughts and

affcdions of mankind than the glorious and ever blef-

fed God ? The fun, moon, and ftars, have had more
worfhippers than the uncreated fountain of light from

which they derive their luftre. Kings, and minlfters

of ftate, have more pun6lual homage and frequent

applications made to them than the King of kings,

and Lord of lords. Created enjoyments are more ea-

gerly purfued than the fupreme Good. Search all the

world over, and you will find but very little motions

of heart towards God j litde love, little defire, litde

fearching after him. You will often, indeed, fee him
honoured with the compliment of a bended knee, and

a fev/ heartlefs words, under the name of a prayer ^

but where is the heart, or where are the thoughts,

where the affedllons } Thefe run wild through the

world, and are fcattered among a thoufand other ob-

je(5ls. The heart has no prevailing tendency toward

God, the thoughts are fhy of him, the affedions have

no innate propenfity to him. In (hort, in this refped:

the whole man is out of order : here he does not at all

a(5t likehlmfelf ; here are no affedionate thoughts, no

delightful meditations, no ardent deiires, no eager

purfuits and vigorous endeavours, but all is llftlefs,

ftupid, Indifpofed, inactive, and averfe; and what is

the matter ?—" Lord ! what Is this that has felzed the

fouls of thine own offspring, that they are thus utter-

ly difordered towards thee !" The reafon Is, they are

dead, dead in trefpaljes andftns. It is ImpofTible a liv-

ing foul fhould be fo ftupid and unaffected with fuch

an objedl : it muft be a dead foul that has no feeling.

Yes, finners, this is the melancholy reafon why you

are fo thoughtlefs, fo unconcerned, fo fenfelefs about

the God that made you -, you are dead. And what Is

^e reafon that you who have been begotten again to

a fpi-
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a fpiritual life, and who are united to Chrift as your

vital head, what is the reafon that you fo often feel

fuch languifhments ; that the pulfe of fpiritual life

beats fo faint and irregular, and that its motions are fo

feeble and flow ? All this you feel and lament, but

how comes it to pafs ? what can be the caufe that you
who have indeed tafted that the Lord is gracious, and

are feniible that he is all-glorious and lovely, and your

only happinefs ? O ! what can be the caufe, that you,

of all men in the world, fhould be fo little engaged to

him ? Alas ! the caufe is, you have been dead, and

the deadly ftupor has not yet left you : you have (blef-

fed be the quickening fpirit of Chrift !) you have re-

ceived a little life; but, alas ! it is a feeble fpark ; it

finds the principles of death flill flrong in your confli-

tution -, thefe it muft ftruggle with, and by them it is

often borne down, fuppreffed, and juft expiring. Walk
humbly, then, and remember your Ihame, that you
were once dead, and children of wrath, even as others.

The careleffnefs and indifpofition of the foul towards

the fupreme excellence v/ill appear yet more evident

and aftonifhing, if we confider,

II. The auguft and endearing relations the great

and blefled God fuftains to us, and the many ways he
has taken to make dutiful and grateful impreffions

upon our hearts. What tender endearments are there

contained in the relation of a Father ! This he bears

to us : he made us^ and not -zve ourfehes. Our bodies

indeed are produced in a fucceffion from Adam by ge-

neration, but Vv'ho was it that began the feries ? It was
the Almighty, who formed the firft man of the duft ;

it was he v/ho firft put the fuccelTion of caufes in mo-
tion ; and therefore he is the grand original caufe, and

the whole chain depends upon him. Who was it that

firft eftabliftied the lav/s of generation, and ftill conti-

nues them in force ? It is the all-creating Parent of

nature •, and without him men v/ould have been no
more able to produce one another than ftones or clods

of earth. As to our fouls, the principal part of our.

perfons.
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perfons, God is their immediate author, without the

leaft concurrence of fecondary caufes. Hence he is

called the Father o^ your fpirits in a peculiar fenfe,

Heb. xii. 9. and he aflumes the endearing name of
*' the God of the fpirits of all flefh." Numb. xvi. 22.

Now the name of a father is wont to carry fome en-

dearment and authority. Children, efpecially in their

young and helplefs years, are fond of their father;

their little hearts beat with a thoufand grateful paffions

towards him; they love to be dandled on his knees,

and fondled in his arms: and they fly to him upon
every appearance of danger ; but if God be a father,

where is his honour ? here, alas ' the filial paffions

are fenfelefs and immoveable. It is but a little time

fince we came from his creating hand, and yet we
have forgotten him. It feems unnatural for his own
offspring to enquire " where is God my Maker ?'*

They fhew no fondnefs for him, no affectionate vene-

ration, and no humble confidence •, their hearts are

dead towards him, as though there were no fuch be-

ing, or no fuch near relation fubfifling between them.

In childhood a rattle, or a ftraw, or any trifie, is more
thought of than their heavenly Father: in riper years

their vain pleafures and fecular purfuits command more
of their affe6lions than their divine original and only

happinefs.

Compare your natural temper towards your heaven-

ly Father, and towards your earthly parents^ and how
wide is the difference ! Nature works ftrong in your

hearts towards them, but towards him all the filial

paffions are dull and dead •, and why ? alas ! the rea-

fon is, you are dead in trefpajj'es andfins. But this re-

lation of a Father is not the only relation our God
fuftains to you; he Is your fupreme King, to whom
you owe allegiance ; your Lawgiver, whofe will is the

rule of your condud; and your Judge, who will call

you to an account, and reward or punifh you accord-

ing to your works-, but how unnatural is it to men to

revere the mofl high God under thefe augufl charac-

ters!
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ters ! Where is there a king upon earth, however

weak or tyrannical, but is more regarded by his fub-

jefts than the King of heaven by the generality of

men ? Wherever fuch excellent laws contemned and

violated ? Did ever criminals treat their judge with

fo much negled and contempt ? And are thefe fouls

alive to God who thus treat him ? No. Alas !
" they

are dead in trefpaffes and fms -," however lively they

are towards other things, yet in this refpe(5t they are

feized with a deadly ftupor. God is alfo our Guardian

and Deliverer •, and from how many dangers has he

preferved us ! from how many calamities has he deli-

vered us ! Dangers, diftrefles, and deaths crowd upon
us, and furround us in every age and every place : the

air, the earth, the fea, and every element are pregnant

with numberlefs principles of pain and death ready to

feize and deftroy us : ficknefs and death fwarm around

us t nay, they lie in ambulh in our own conftitution,

and are perpetually undermining our lives, and yet

our divine Guardian preferves us for months and years

unhurt, untouched ; or, if he fuffers the calamity to

fall, or death to threaten, he flies to our deliverance ;

and how many falvations of this kind has he wrought
for us i falvations from accidents, from fickneffes, from
pain, from forrows, from death ; falvations for our

perfons and our pofleffions, for ourfelves, and for our

friends and relations ; falvations from dangers (een and

unfeen ; falvations in infancy, in youth, and in ma-
turer years ! Thefe things we cannot deny without

the moft ftupid ignorance, and an atheiftical difbelief

of divine Providence. Now, fuch repeated, fuch

long-continued, fuch unmerited favours as thefe Vv'ould

not pafs for nothing between man and man. We have

hearts to feel fuch obligations ; nay, the ten thoufandth,

the miillionth part of fuch gracious care and goodnefs

would be gratefully refented, and thankfully acknow-
ledged. Indeed it is impoffible we fhould receive even

this fmall, this very fmall proportion of favours from
men in coraparifon of what we receive from God;

and
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and even when they are the inftruments of our deli-

verance, he is the original Author. But after all, is

there a natural aptitude in the hearts of men to think

of their gracious Guardian and Saviour ? Does the

principle of gratitude naturally lead them to love him,
and to make thankful acknowledgments to him ?

Alas ! no. They may indeed feel fome tranfient, fu-

perficial workings of gratitude when under the frelTi

fenfe of fome remarkable deliverance ; but thefe im-
preffions foon wear off, and they become as thought-

lefs and ftupid as ever. But let a man, like yourfelves,

fave you from fome great diftrefs, you will always

gratefully remember him, think of him often with

pleafure, and take all opportunities of returning his

kindnefs, efpecially if your deliverer was much your
fuperior, and independent upon you, if you had for-

feited his favour, provoked him, and incurred his dif-

pleafure : great favours from fuch an one would make
impreffions upon the moft obdurate heart.

But though God be infinitely fuperior to us, and it

is nothing to him what becomes of us, though we
have rebelled againft him, and deferve his vengeance,

yet ten thoufand deliverances from his hands have
little or no effed: upon the hearts of men : all thefe

cannot bring them to think of him, or love him as

much as they do a friend, or a common benefador of
their own fpecies : and does fuch flupid ingratitude

difcover any fpiritual life in them .'' No : they are

dead in this refped, though they are all alive to thofe

paflions that terminate upon created objefts. Farther,

God is the Benefa^ior of miankind, not only in deliver-

ing them from dangers and calamities, but in beftow-

ing unnumbered pofitive bleffings upon them. Here
I cannot pretend to be particular, for the lift of bleffings

is endlefs; and it will be the happy employment of an

eternity to recollect and enumerate them. What an

extenfive and well furnifhed world has our God form-

ed for our accommodation ! For us he has enriched

the fun with light and heat, and the earth with fruit-

fulnefs.
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fulnefs. The numerous inhabitants of every element,

the plants, minerals, and beafts of the earth, the fiflies

of the fea, the fowls of the air, are all rendering their

fervice to man •, fome afford him food, and others

work for him : the winds and feas, fire and water,

ftones and trees, all confpire to be ufeful to him.
Our divine Benefa6tor crowns us with the blellings

of liberty, of fociety, of friendfliip, and the moll en-

dearing relations: he pieferves our health, gives us
" rain from heaven, and fruitful feafons, and fills our
hearts with food and gladnefs." In fhort, he gives

us life, and breath, and all things •, every day, every

hour, every moment has arrived to us richly frciglited

with blefhngs ; bleffings have refided with us at home,
and attended us abroad •, bleffings prefented themfelves

ready for our enjoyment as foon as v/e entered into

iht world ; then God provided hands to receive us,

knees to fupport us, breafts to fuckle us, and parents

to guard and cherifh us ; bleffings have grown up with

us, and given fuch conftant attendance, that they are

become familiar to us, and are the infeparable compa-
nions of our lives. It is no new or ufeful thing to us

to fee an illuftrious fun rifing to give us the day, to

enjoy repofe in the night, to rife refrefhed and vigor-

ous in the morning, to fee our tables fpread with plen-

ty, the trees covered v/ith fruit, the fields with grain,

and various forms of animals growing up for our fup-

port or fervice. Thefe are fuch familiar bleffings to

us, that they too often feem things of courfe, or ne-

cefTary appendages of our being. What a crowd of
bleffmgs have crowned the prefent morning ! You
and yours are alive and well, you have not come hi-

ther ghaftly and pining with hunger, or agonizing with
pain. How many refrelhing draughts of air have you
drawn this morning ! how many fprightly and regular

pulfes have beat through your frame ! how many eafy

motions have you performed with hands, {tQ.t, eyes,

tongue, and other members of your body ! and are

not all thefe favours from God ? Yes, undoubtedly „

Z ^n^
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and thus has he gone on bleffing you all your days,

without any interruption at all in many of thefe par-

ticulars of kindnefs, and with but very little in the

reft. Sinful and miferable as this world is, it is atrea-

fury rich in blefTings, a ftore-houfe full of proviiions,

a dwelling well furnifhed for the accommodation of

mortals, and all by the care, and at the expence of

that gracious God who firft made and ftill preferves it

what it is. " Lord, whence is it then that the inha-

bitants forget and negleift thee, as though they were

not at all obliged to thee ? O ! whence is it that they

love thy gifts, and yet difregard the Giver •, that they

think lefs of thee than of an earthly father or friend,

or an human benefactor ; that there fhould be fo little

gratitude towards thee, that of all benefactors thou

fhouldeft be tlie leafl: acknowledged -, that the bene-

fadlors of nations, and even of private perfons, in

inftances unworthy to be mentioned with thofe of thy

goodnefs, fhould be celebrated, and even adored,

while thou art negleded, thine agency overlooked,

and thy goodnefs forgotten ? O ! whence is this

ftrange phasnomenon, this unaccountable, unprece-

dented ftupidity and ingratitude in reafonable creatures ?

Surely, if they had any life, any fenfation in this re-

fpecl, they would not be capable of fuch a condud: j

but they are dead, dead to all the generous fenfations

of gratitude to God : and as a dead corpfe feels no

gratitude to thofe that perform the laft friendly office,

and cover it with earth, fo a dead foul ftands unmov-
ed under all the profufion of bleflings which Heaven
pours upon it.

The bleffings I have mentioned, which are confined

to the prefent ftate, are great, and deferve our won-
der and thankfgiving, efpecially confidering that they

are beflowed upon a race of rebellious, ungrateful

creatures, who deferve the fevereft vengeance ; but

there is a fet of bleffrngs yet unmentioned, of infinite-

ly greater importance, in which all others are fwallow-

cd up, by the glory of which they are obfcured, like

the
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the ftars of night by the rifing fun. To feme of our

race God has given crowns and kingdoms. For Ifrael

Jehovah w-ought the moft aftonifliing miracles ; feas

and rivers opened to make way for them ; rocks burft

into fprings of water to quench their thirft ; the clouds

poured down manna, and fed them with bread from
heaven : their God delivered Daniel from the jaws of

hungry lions, and his three companions from the burn-

ing fiery furnace. He has reftored health to the fick,

fight to the blind, and life to the dead. Thefe blef-

fings and deliverances have fomething majeflic and

flriking in them; and had we been the fubje(5ls of

them, v/e could not but have regarded them as great

and fingular ; but what are thefe in comparifon of

God's gift of his Son, and the blefTmgs he has pur-

chafed ! his Son, who is of greater value, and dearer

to him than ten thoufand worlds ; his beloved Son,

iw whom he is well pleafed •, hirji has he given for us,

given up to three and thirty years of the moft mor-
tifying abafement, and an incefl'ant conflid with the

feverefl trials ; given up to death, and all the ignomi-

ny and agonies of crucifixion. Thus has God loved

our world ! and never was there fuch a difplay of love

in heaven or on earth. You can no more find love

equal to this among creatures, than you can find

among them the infinite power that formed the uni-

verfe out of nothing. This will fland upon record to

all eternity, as the unprecedented, unparalleled, ini-

mitable love of God. And it appears the more illuf-

trious when we confider that this unfpeakable gift was

given to finners, to rebels, to enemies, that were fo

far from deferving it, that, on the other hand, it is a

miracle of mercy that they are not ail groaning for

ever under the tremendous weight of his juftice. O
that 1 could fay fomething becoming this love ; fome-

thing that might do honour to it ! but, alas ! the lan-

guage of mortals was formed for lower fubjeds. This

love pafles all defcription and all knov^lcdge. Confi-

der alfo what rich blefTings Chrifl: has purchafed for

usi
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us : purchafed not with fuch corruptible things as filver

and gold, but with his own precious blood : the price

recommends and endears the bleflings, though they

are fo great in themfelves as to need no fuch recom-

mendation. What can be greater or more fuitable

bleffings to pcrfons in our circumftances, than pardon
for the guilty, redemption for flaves, righteoufnefsand

juftification for the condemned, fandification for. the

unholy, reft for the weary, comfort for mourners, the

favour of God for rebels and exiles, ftrength for the

impotent, prote6tion for the helplefs, everlafting hap-

pinefs for the heirs of hell ! and, to fum up all, grace

and glory, and every good thing, and all the unfearch-

able riches of Chrift for the wretched and miferable,

the poor, the blind, and naked ! Thefe are bleffings

indeed, and, in comparifon of them, all the riches of
the world are im.poverifhed, and vanlfh to nothing

;

and all thefe bleffings are publifhed, offered freely,

indefinitely offered to you, to me, to the greateft {in-

ner on earth, in the gofpel ; and we are allowed,—
allowed did I fay ? we are invited with the utmoft im-

portunity, intreated with the moft compaffionate ten-

dernefs and condefcenfion, and commanded by the

higheft authority, upon pain of eternal damnation, to

accept the bleffings prefented to us ! And what re-

ception does all this love meet with in our world ! I

tremble to think of it. It is plain, thefe things are

propofed to a world dead in fin ; for they are all ftill,

all unmoved, all fenfelefs under fuch a revelation of
infinite grace ; mankind know not what it is to be

moved, melted, tranfported with the love of a cruci-

fied Saviour, till divine grace vifits their hearts, and
forms them into new creatures : they feel no eager

folicitude, nay, not fo much as a willingnefs to receive

thefe bleffings, till they become willing by almighty

power ; and judge ye, my brethren, whether they are

not dead fouls that are proof even againfc the love of

jGod in Chrift, that are not moved and melted by the

3^orJes of his crofs, that are carelcfs about fuch inef-

timabls
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timable bleflings as thefe ? Has that foul any fpiritual

life in it that can fit fenfelefs under the crofs of Jefus,

that can forget him, negled him, difhonour him, after

all his love and all his fufferings -, that feels a prevail-

ing indifferency and langour towards him ; that loves

him lefs than an earthly friend, and feeks him with

lefs eagernefs than gold and filver ? Is not every ge-

nerous paflion, every principle of gratitude quite ex-

tind in fuch a fpirit ? It may be alive to other ob-

jeds, but towards this it is dead -, and alas ! is not this

the common cafe ! O look round the world, and
what do you fee but a general negledt of the blefled

Jefus, and all the blefTmgs of his gofpel ? How cold,

how untoward, how reludlant, how averfe are the

hearts of men towards him ? how hard to perfuade

them to think of him and love him ? Try to perfuade

men to give over their fins which grieve him, difho-

nour him, and were the caufe of his death ; try to

engage them to devote themfelves entirely to him,
and live to his glory, alas ! you try in vain j their

hearts ftill continue cold and hard as a ftone ; try to

perfuade them to murder or robbery, and you are

more likely to prevail. Suffer me, in my aftonifhment,

to repeat this mod melancholy truth again -, the gene-

rality of mankind are habitually carelefs about the

blefied Jefus ; they will not feek him, nor give him
their hearts and affedions, though they muft perifh

for ever by their negle(5l of him ! Aftonifhing, and
moft lamentable, that ever fuch perverfenefs and ftupi-

dity fliould feize the foul of man ! Methinks I could

here take up a lamentation over human nature, and
fall on my knees with this prayer for my fellow-men,
*' Father of fpirits, and Lord of life, quicken, O
quicken thefe dead fouls !'* O, Sirs, v/hile we fee

death all around us, and feel it benumbing our own
fouls, who can help the moft bitter wailiug and lamen-

tation ! who can reftrain himfelf from crying to the

great Author of life for a happy refurre(5tion ! While
jthe valley of dry bones lies before me, v/hile the car-

nage.
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nage, the charnel-houfe of immortal fouls flrikes my
fight all around me far and wide, how can I forbear

crying. Come from the four winds ^ O breath \ breathe

upon thefejlain, that they may live? But to turn from

this digreffion, into which I was unavoidably hurried

by the horror of the fubjeft, I would obferve farther,

that kind ufage and pleafing treatment may not be al-

ways bed for fuch creatures as we are : fatherly feve-

rities and chaftifements, though not agreeable to us,

yet may be neceflary and conducive to our greateft

good. Accordingly, God has tried the force of chaf-

tifements to make impreffions on our hearts : thefe in-

deed have been but few in comparifon of his more
agreeable difpenfations •, yet recoiled: whether you have

not frequently felt his rod. Have you not languished

under ficknefs and pain, and been brought within a

near view of the king of terrors .'' Have you not fuf-

fered the bereavement of friends and relations, and

met with lofles, adverfity, and difappointments ?

Others have felt ftill greater calamities in a clofer fuc-

celTion, and with fewer mercies intermixed, Thefe

things, one would think, would immediately bring

men to regard the hand that fmites them, and make
them fenfible of their undutiful conduft, which has

procured the corredion : thefe are like the application

of fire to one in a lethargy, to awaken him to life

;

but alas ! under all thefe afBiftions, the ftupor and in-

fenfibility ftill remain. Sinners groan by reafon of

oppreffion, but it is not natural for them to inquire,

Where is God my Maker^ that giveth fongs in the 7iight ?

It is not natural for them to repent of their undutiful

condudt and amend ; or, if they are awakened to fome

little fenfe, while the painful rod of the Almighty is

yet upon them, as foon as it is removed they become

as hardened and fenfelefs as ever. And is not a ftate

of death a very proper reprefentation of fuch fullen,

incorrigible ftupidity ? Living fouls have very tender

fenfations ; one touch of their heavenly Father's hand

makes deep impreftions upon them j they tremble at

his
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his frown, they fall and weep at his feet, they confefs

their offences, and mourn over them -, they fiy to the

arms of mercy to efcape the impending blow ; and

thus would ati do were they not quite detlitute of fpi-

ritual life.

I have materials fufHcIent for a difcourfe of fome

hours ; but at prefent I muft abruptly drop the fub-

jedt : however, I cannot difmifs you without making
a fev/- refledions. And,

I. What a llrange affeding view does this fubjcft

give us of this afiembly ! I doubt not but I may ac-

commodate the text to fome of you with this agreea-

ble addition, " You hath he quickened, though you
were once dead in trefpafies and fins." Though the

vital pulfe beats faint and irregular, and your fpiritual

life is but very low, yet, bleffed be God, you are not

entirely dead : you have fome living fenfations, fome
lively and vigorous exercifes In religion. On the other

hand, I doubt not but fome of you not only were, buL

ftill are dead in trefpa£es and fins. It is not to be ex-

peded in our world, at leail not before the millennium,

that we fhall fee fuch a mixed company together, and
all living fouls. Here then is the difference betv/een

you ; fome of you are fpiritually alive, and fome of

you are fpiritually dead : here the living and the dead

are blended together In the fame alTembly, on the fame

feat, and united In the neareft relations ; here fits a

dead foul, there another, and there another, and a few
living fauls are fcattered here and there among them :

here Is a dead parent and a living child, or a dead

child and a living parent : here life and death (O fhock-

ing !) are united in the bonds of conjugal love, and
dwell under the fame roof: here is a dead fervant and

a living mafter i and there a dead mafter (O terrible !

)

commands a living fervant. Should I trace the dif-

tindion beyond this affembly Into the world, wc
fhall find a family here and there that have a little life -,

perhaps one, perhaps two, difcover fome vital fymp-

toms ; but O what crowds of dead families I all dead

together.
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together, and no endeavours ufed to bring one ano-

ther to life; a death-like filence about eternal things •,

a deadly ftupor and infenfibility reign among them j

they breathe out no defires and prayers after God,
nor does the vital pulfe of love beat in their hearts

towards him ; but, on the contrary, their fouls are

putrifying in fin, which is very emphatically called

corruption by tlie facred writers ; they are over-run and

devoured by their lufts, as worms infult and defcroy

the dead body. Call to them, they will not awake

;

thunder the terrors of the Lord in their ears, they will

not hear -, offer them all the bleffings of the gofpel,

they will not ftretch out the hand of faith to receive

them : lay the word of God, the bread of life, before

them, they have no appetite for it. In fhort, the plain

fymptoms of death are upon them : the animal is

alive, but alas ! the fpirit is dead towards God. And
what an affecting, melancholy view does this give of

this affembly, and of the world in general ! O that

my head were waters^ and mine eyes fountains of tears,

that I might weep day and night for the Jlain of the

daughter of my people I Weep not for the afflicted,

weep not over ghaftly corpfes diflblving into their ori-

ginal duft, but O ! weep for dead fouls. Should God
now ftrike all thofe perfons dead in this affembly

whofe fouls are dead in trefpafj'es andfins, iTiould he lay

them all in pale corpfes before us, like Ananias and

Sapphira at the apoftle's feet, what numbers of you

would never return from this houfe more, and what

lamentations would there be among the furviving few

!

One would lofe a hufband or a wife, another a fon or

a daughter, another a father or a mother -, and alas 1

would not fome whole families be fwept off together,

all blended in one promifcuous death ! Such a fight

as this would ftrike terror into the hardieft heart

among you. But what is this to a company of ra-

tional fpirits flain and dead in trefpaffes and fins ? How
deplorable and inexpreffibly melancholy a fight this !

Therefore,

1. Awake
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2. Awake thou that Jleepejt, and arife from the dead

^

that Chrifi may give thee light. This call is direded
to you dead finners ; which is a fufficient warrant for

me to exhort and perfuade you. The principle of
reafon is ftill alive in you ; you are alfo fenfible of
your own intereft, and feel the workings of felf-love.

It is God alone that can quicken you, but he effeds

this by a power that does not exclude, but attends ra-

tional inftrudtions and perfuafions to your underftond-

ing. Therefore, though I am fure you will continue

dead ftill if left to yourfelves, yet with fome trembling

hopes that his power may accompany my feeble words,
and impregnate them with life, I call upon, I intreat,

I charge you finners to roufe yourfelves out of your
dead fleep, and feek to obtain fpiritual life. Now,
while my voice founds in your ears, now, this moment,
waft up this prayer, " Lord, pity a dead foul, a foul

that has been dead for ten, twenty, thirty, forty years,

or more, and lain corrupting in fin, and fay unto me,
" Live : from this moment let me live unto thee.'*

Let this prayer be ftill upon your hearts : keep your
fouls always in a fuppllcating pofture, and who knows
but that he, who raifed Lazarus from the grave, may
give you a fpiritual refurredion to a m.ore important
life ? But if you wilfully continue your fecurity, ex-

pert in a little time to fufFer the fecond death ; the
mortification will become incurable i and then, though
you will be ftill dead to God, yet you will be " trem-
blingly alive all over" to the fenfations of pain and
torture. O that I could gain but this one requeft of
you, which your own intereft fo ftrongly enforces '

but alas ! it has been fo often refufed, that to exped:

to prevail is to hope againft hope.

3. Let the children of God be fenfible of their

great happinefs in being made fpiritually alive. Life
is a principle, a capacity neceflary for enjoyments of
any kind. Without animal life you would be as in-

capable of animal pleafures as a ftone or a clod j and
without fpiritual life you can no more enjoy the hap-

A a pinefs
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pinefs of heaven than a bead or a devil. This there-

fore is a preparative, a previous qualification, and a

fure pledge and earnefl: of everlafting life. How
highly then are you diftinguiihed, and what caufe have

you for gratitude and praife !

4. Let us all be fenfible of this important truth, that

it is entirely by grace we are faved. This is the in-

ference the apoftle exprefsly makes from this dodlrine j

and he is fo full of it, that he throws it into a paren-

thefis (verfe the 5th) though it breaks the connexion
of his difcourfej and as foon as he has room he re-

fumes it again (verfe 8th) and repeats it over and over,

in various forms, in the compafs of a few verfes. By
graceye arefaved.—By grace areyou faved through faith

.

-'^It is the gift of God \
—not of yourfelves.,—not of works

(verfe 9th.) This, you fee, is an inference that feem-

ed of great importance to the apoftle -, and what can.

more naturally follow from the premifes ? If we were
once dead in fin, certainly it is owing to the freefb grace

that we have been quickened; therefore, when we fur-

vey the change, let us cry, " Grace, grace unto it."

SERMON V.

The Nature and Procefs of Spiritual Life

Ephes. ii. 4, 5. But God., who is rich in mercy., for

his great love wherewith he loved usj even when we
were dead in Jins^ hath quickened us together with

Chrifi.

IT is not my ufual method to weary your attention

by a long confinement to one fubjed ; and our re-

ligion furnifhes us with fuch a boundlefs variety of

important topics, that a minifter who makes them his

ftudy will find no temptation to cloy you with repeti-

tions, but rather finds it difficult to fpeak fo coiicifely

on
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on one fubjedl, as to leave room for others cf equal

importance : however the fiibjeft of my laft difcourfe

was fo copious and interefting, that I cannot difmifs

it without a fupplement. I there ihewed you fome

of the fymptoms of fpiritual death ; but 1 would not

Jeave you dead as I found you-, and therefore I in-

tend now to confider the counterpart cf that fubjeft,

and {hew you the nature and fymptoms of fpiritual life.

I doubt not but a number of you have been made
alive to God by his quickening fpirit ; but many, I

fear, ftill continue J^<3t//;z treffafj'es and fins \ and, whiie

fuch are around me, I cannot help imagining my fitu-

ation fomething like that of the prophet Ezekiel (ch.

xxxvii.) in the midil of the valley full of dry bones,,

fpread far and wide around him \ and fnould I be alk-

ed, Can thefe dry hones^ can thefe dead fouls live? I

niuft anfwer with him,—O hord God^ thou knoweji.

" Lord, I fee no fymptoms of life in them, no ten-

dency towards it. I know nothing is impoffible to

thee : I firmly believe thou canih infpire them with

life, dry and dead as they are : and what thy defigns

are towards them, whether thou intendeft to exert thy

all-quickening power upon them, thou only knoweft,

and I would not prefume to determine j but this I

know, that, if they are left to themfelves, they will

continue dead to all eternity ; for, O Lord, the ex-

periment has been repeatedly tried-, thy fervant has

over and over made thofe quickening applications to

them which thv Word, that facred difpenfary, pre-

fcribes j but all in vain -, they ftill continue dead to-

wards thee, and lie putrifying mere and more in tref-

pafles and fins : however, at thy com.mand, I would
attempt the moft unpromifing undertaking ; I would

proclaim even unto dry bones and dead fouls, O ye

dry bones ^ O ye dead fouls, kear the 'word of the Lord.

Ezek. xxxvii. 4. I v/ould alfo cry aloud for the ani-

mating breath of the holy Spirit, Come from the four

winds and breathe ; breathe tipon thefeflain^ that they may

Uve. v. 9.

Ye
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Ye dead finiiers, I would make one attempt more
in the name of the Lord to bring you to life •, and if

I have the leaft hope of fuccefs, it is entirely owing
to the encouraging peradventure that the quickening

ipirit of Chrift may work upon your hearts while I

am addreffing myfelf to your ears. And, O Sirs, let

us all keep our fouls in a praying pofture, throughout

this difcourfe. If one of you fhould fall into a fwoon
or an apoplexy, how would all about you beftir them-
felves to bring you to life again ! And alas ! fhall dead

fouls lie fo thick among us, in every aflembly, in every

family ; and fhall no means be ufed for their recovery ?

Did Martha and Mary apply to Jefus with all the arts

of importunity in behalf of their fick and deceafed

brother, and are there not fome of you that have dead
relations, dead friends and neighbours, I mean dead
in the worft fenfe, " dead in trefpafies and fins ?" and
will you not apply to Jefus, the Lord of life, and

follow him with your importunate cries, till he come
and call them to life ? Now let parents turn intercef-

fors for their children, children for their parents,

friend for friend, neighbour for neighbour, yea enemy
for enemy. O ! fhould we all take this method, we
might foon expei5l to fee the valley of dry bones full of
living fouls, mi exceeding great army. Ezek. xxxvii. 10.

In praying for this great and glorious event, you
do not pray for an impoffibility. Thoufands, as dead

as they, have obtained a joyful refurreiftion by the

power of God. Here in my text you have an inftance

of a promifcuous crowd of Jews and Gentiles that

had lain dead in fin together, and even St. Paul among
them, who were recovered to life, and are now enjoy-

ing an immortal life in the heavenly regions ; and,

blefied by God, this fplritual life is not entirely ex-

tin6t among us. Among the multitudes of dead fouls

that we every whece meet with, we find here and there

a foul that has very different fymptoms : once indeed

iit was like the reft ; but now, while they are quite

fenfelefs of divine things, and have no vital afpirations

after
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after God, this foul cannot be content with the rlcheft

affluence of created enjoyments ; it pants and breathes

after God ; it feeds upon his word, it feels an almigh-

ty energy in eternal things, and receives vital fenfa-

tions from them. It difcovers life and vigour in de-

votion, and ferves the living God with pleafure, tho*

it is alfo fubjeifl to fits of languifhment, and at times

feems juft expiring, and to lofe all fenfation. And
whence is this vaft difference ? Why is this foul fo

different from what it once was, and what thoufands

around ftill are ? Why can it not, like them, and
like itfelf formerly, lie dead and fenfelefs in fin, with-

out any vital impreflions or experiences from God or

divine things ? The reafon, the happy reafoii, my
brethren, is, this is a living foul :

" God, out of the

great love wherev/ith he loved it, hath quickened it

together with Chriil," and hence it is alive to him.

My prefent defign is to explain the nature and pro-

perties of this divine life, and to fhew you the man-
ner in which it is ufually begun in the foul : I ihall

open with the confideration of the laft particular.

Here you muft obferve, that, though fpiritual life

is inftantaneoufly infufed, yet God prepares the foul

for its reception by a courfe of previous operations.

He fpent fix days in the creation of the world, though
he might have fpoken it into being in an inftant.

—

Thus he ufually creates the foul anew after a gradual

procefs of preparatory aftions. In forming the firft

man, he firll created chaos out of nothing, then he

digefted it into earth ; on the fixth day he formed and

organized the earth into a body, with all its endlefs

variety of members, juices, mufcles, fibres, veins,

and arteries ; and then, after this procefs, he infpired

it with a living foul •, and what was but a lump of

clay, fprung up a perfedl man. Thus alfo the foetus

in the womb is for fome months in formation before

the foul or the principle of life is infufed. In Hke
manner the Almighty proceeds in quickening us with

fpiritual life ; we all pafs through a courfe of prepara-

tion,
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tlon, though fome through a longer, and fome fhorter.

And as one reafon why the great Creator took up fo

much time in the creation of the world probably was,

that he might allow the angels time for leifurely fur-

veys of the aftonifhing procefs, fo he may advance

thus gradually in the new creation, that we may ob-

ferve the various fteps of the operation, and make pro-

per refledions upon it in future life. My prefent de-

sign is to trace thefe fteps to their grand refult, that

you may know whether ever divine grace has carried

you through this gracious procefs.

And that you may not fall into needlefs perplexities,

it may be necefiary for me to premife farther, that

there is a great variety in thefe preparatory operations,

anci in the degrees of fpirimal life. Indeed the dif-

ference is only circumftantial, for the work is fubftan-

tially the fame, and fplritual life is fubftantially the

fame in all ; but then, in fuch circumftances as the

length of time, the particular external means, the de-

gree of previous terror, and of fubfequent joy and
vitality, &c. God exercifes a fovereign freedom, and
fhews that he has a variety of ways by which to ac-

complifli his end ; and it is no matter how we obtain

it, if we have but fpiritual life. I fnall therefore en-

deavour to confine myfelf to the fubftance of this

work, without Its peculiarities, in different fubjedls

;

and, when I cannot avoid defcending to particulars, I

fhall endeavour fo to diverfify them, as that they may
be eafily adapted to the various cafes of different Chrif-

tians. To draw their common lineaments, whereby
they may be diftinguifhed from all others, is fufficient

to my prefent purpofe ; whereas, to draw the parti-

cular lineaments, or peculiar features, whereby they

may be diftinguifhed from one another, is a very dif-

ficult fafk, and cannot be of any great fervice to what
I have nov/ in defign.

I have only one thing more to premife, and that is,

that the way by which divine grace prepares a finner

for fpiritual life, is by working upon all the principles



Serm. 5. offpiritual Life. I'&Z

of the rational life, and exciting him to exert them to

the utmoft to obtain it. Here it is proper for you to

recoiled: what I obferved in my laft difcourfe, that

even a finner dead in trefpafies and fins is alive, and

capable of adioh in other refpedls : he can not only

perform the aftions, and feel the fenfations of animal

life, but he can alfo exercife his intelleftual powers

about intelleftual objefts, and even about divine things

:

he is capable of thinking of thefe, and of receiving

fome impreffions from them : he is alfo capable of at-

tending upon the ordinances of the gofpel, and per-

forming the external duties of religion. Thefe things

a finner may do, and yet be dead in fin. Indeed he

will not exercife his natural powers about thefe things

while left to himfcif: he has the power, but then he

has no difpofition to employ it: he is indeed capable

of meditating upon fpiritual things, but what does

this avail when he will not turn his mind to fuch ob-

je<5ls ? or if he does, he confiders them as mere fpe-

culations, and not as the moft interefting and impor-

tant realities. How few, or how fuperficial and un-

affefting are a finner's thoughts of them ! Heaven
and hell are objefts that may ftrike the pafilons, and

raife the joys and fears of a natural man, but in gene-

ral he is little or nothing im.preiTed with them. He
is capable of prayer, hearing, and ufingthe means of

grace ; but I believe, if you make obfervations upon
the condudl of mankind, that you will find they are

but feldom employed in thefe duties, or that they per-

form them in fuch a carelefs manner, that they have

no tendency to anfwer the end ot their inftitution. In

jthort, the more I know of mankind, I have the lower

opinion of what they will do in religion when left to

themfelves. They have a natural power, and we have
feen all pofiible means ufed with them to excite them
to put it forth ; but alas ! all is in vain, and nothing

will be done to propofe till God fi:ir them up to exert

their natural abilities : and this he performs as a pre-

parative for fpiritual life. He brings the finner to

exert
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exert all his aftive powers in feeking this divine prin-

ciple : nature does her utmoft, and all outward means
are tried before a fupernatural principle is implanted.

The evangelift John has given us the hiftory of the

refurre6tion of the dead body of Lazarus after it had
been four days in the grave •, and I would now give

you the hiftory of a more glorious refurredion, the

refurre(5lion of a foul that had lain dead for months and

years, and yet is at laft quickened by the fame almigh-

ty power v\^ith a divine and imm^ortal life.

Should I exemplify it by a particular inftance, I

might fix upon this or that perfon in this aflembly,

and remind you, and inform others, of the procefs of
this work in your fouls. And O ! how happy are

fuch of you, that you may be produced as inftances

in this cafe I

You lay for ten, twenty, thirty years, or more, dead

in irefpafTes and finsj you did not breathe and pant

like a living foul after God and holinefs •, you had
little more fenfe of the burden of fin than a corpfe of
the prefTure of a mountain ; you had no appetite for

the living bread that came down from heaven ; the

vital pulfe of facred pafhons did not beat in your

hearts towards God and divine things, but you lay

putrifying in fin; filthy lufts preyed upon you Hke
worms on the bodies of the dead •, you fpread the con-

tagion of fin around you by your converfation and
example, like the ftench and corrupt effluvia of a rot-

ten carcafs; you were odious and abominable to God,
fit to be fhut up in the infernal pit out of his fight •,

and you were objedls of horror and lamentation to all

that knew and duly confidered your cafe, your deplo-

rable cafe. During this time many quickening appli-

cations were made to you ; you had friends that ufed

all means to bring you to life again ; but alas ! all in

vain ; confcience proved your friend, and pierced and

chafed you, to bring you to fome feeling, but you

remained ftill fenfelefs, or the fym.ptoms of life foon

vanifhed,—God did not cafl you away as irrecoverably

dead.
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dead, but ftirred and agitated you within, and ftrug-

gled long with the principles of death to fubdue them

:

and, if it was your happy lot to live under a faithful

miniftry, the living oracles that contain the feeds of
the divine life were applied to you with care and foli-

citude. The terrors of the Lord were thundered in

your ears to awaken you. The experiment of a Sa-

viour's dying love, and the rich grace of the gofpel,

were repeatedly tried upon you : now you were carri-

ed within hearing of the heavenly mufic, and within

fight of the glories of Paradife, to try if thefe would
charm you ; now you were, as it were, held over the

flam.es of hell, that they might by their pungent pains

fcorch and ftartle you into life. Providence alfo con-

curred with thefe applications, and tried to recover

you by mercies and judgments, fickneis and health,

lofies and pofTeffions, difappointments and fuccefles,

threatenings and deliverances. If it was your un-
happy lot to lie among dead fouls like yourfelf, you
had indeed but little pity from them, nay, they and
Satan were plying you with their opiates and poifon to

confirm the deadly lleep. And O ! how aftonifhing

is it that you fhould be quickened in a charnel-houfe,

in the manfions of the dead, with dead fouls lying all

round you ! But if it was your happinefs to be in the

fociety of the living, they pitied you, they ftirred and
agitated you with their warnings and perfuafions, they,

like Martha and Mary in behalf of their deceafed bro-

ther, went to Jefus with their cries and importunities,

" Lord, my child, my parent, my fervant, my neigh-

bour is dead, O come and reftore him to life! Lord,
if thou hadft been here, he would not have died ; but
even now I know it is not too late for thee to raife

him." Thus, when one is dead in our heavenly Fa-
ther's family, the whole houfe fhould be alarmed, and
all the domefllcs be bufy in trying to bring him to life

again. But O ! refled with fhame and forrow how
long ail thefe quickening applications were in vain;

^-^ou ftill lay in a dead fleep, or, if at times you feem-

Bb ed
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ed to move, and gave us hopes you were coming to

life again, you foon relapfed, and grew as fenfelefs a&

ever. And alas ! are there not fonie of you in this

condition to this very moment ? O deplorable fight

!

May the hour come, and O that this may be the hour,

in which fuch dead (oulsjhall hear the voice of the Son

of God and live. John v. 25.

But as to fuch of you in Vv^hom I would exemplify

this hiftory of a fpiritual refurredion when your cafe

ivas thus deplorable, and feemingly helplefs, the hap-

py hour, the time of love came, when you muft: live.

When all thefe applications had been unfuccefsful,

the all-quickening fpirit of God determined to exert

more of his energy, and work more effedually upon
you. Perhaps a vei-fe in your Bible, a fentence in a

fermon, an alarming providence, the converfation of a

pioLis friend, or fomething that unexpedledly occurred

to your own thoughts, firft ftruck your minds with

unufual force •, you found you could not harden your-

felves againfl: it as you were wont to do ; it was attend-

ed with a power you never before had felt, and which
you could not refill: this made you thoughtful and

penfive, and turned your minds to objefts that you
v/ere wont to negled ; this made you ftand and paufe,

and think of the ftate of your neglected fouls : you
began to fear matters were wrong with you ;

" What
will become of me when I leave this world ? where
fhali I refide for ever ? Am I prepared for the eter-

nal world? How have I fpent my life?" Thefe,

and the like inquiries put you to a ftand, and you
could not pafs over them fo fuperficially as you were
wont to do ; your fins now appeared to you in a new
light j you were iliocked and furprized at their malig-

nant nature, their number, their aggravations, and

their dreadful confequences. The great God, whom
you were wont to neglecft, appeared to you as a Being

that demanded your regard ; you faw he was indeed a

venerable, awful, majeftic Being, with whom you had
the mofl: important concern : in ihort, you faw that

fuch
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fuch a life as you had led would never bring you to

heaven : you faw you muft make religion more your

bufinefs than you had ever done, and hereupon you
altered your former courfe -, you broke off from feve-

ral of your vices, you deferted your extravagant com-
pany, and you began to frequent the throne of grace,

to ftudy religion, and to attend upon its inftitutions ;

and this you did with fome degree of earneftnefs and

folicitude.

When you were thus reformed, you began to flat-

ter yourfelves that you had efcaped out of your dan-

gerous condition, and fecured the divine favour ; now
you began to view yourfelves with fecret felf-applaufe

as true Chriftiansj but all this time the reformation

was only outwaixi, and there was no new principle of

a divine fupematural life implanted in your hearts:

you had not the generous pafHons and fenfations of

living fouls towards God, but afted entirely from na-

tural, felfifh principles : you had no clear heart- afFeft-

ing views of the intrinfic evil, and odious nature of
iin, confidered in itfelf, nor of the entire universal

corruption of your nature, and the neceffity not only

of adorning your outer man by an external reforma-

tion, but ofan inward change of heart by the almigh-

ty power of God : you were not deeply fenfible of the

•extent and fpirituality of the divine law, nor of the

infinite purity and inexorable juftice of the Deity :

you had no love for religion and virtue for their own
fakes, but only on account of their happy confeqnences.

Indeed your love of novelty and a regard to your own
happinefs might fo work upon you, for a time, that

you might have very raifed and deh"ghtful pafTions in

religious duties-, but all your religion at that time was
a mere fyflem of felfifhnefs, and you had no generous

difinterefted delight in holinefs for its own excellency,

nor did you heartily relifh the (Iridnefs of pure, living

religion : you were alfo under the government of a

felf-righteous fpirit : your own good works were the

ground of your hopes, and you had no relifh for ths

mprtifyins
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mortifying dodrine of falvatlon thrcvigh the mere
mercy of God and the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift :

though your education taught you to acknowledge

Chrift as the only Saviour, and afcribe all your hopes

to his death, yet in reality he was of very little im-

portance in your religion ; he had but little place in

your lieart and affeftions, even when you urged his

name as your only plea at the throne of grace : in

iTiort, you had not the fpirit of the gofpel, nor any

Spiritual life within you. And this is all the religion

with which multitudes are contented ; with this they

obtain a name that they live •, but in the ^ght of God,
and in reality, they are dead ; and had you been fuf-

fered to reft here, according to your own defire, you
V/ould have been dead ftill.

But God, who is rich (O how inconceivably rich !)

in mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved you,

refolved to carry on his work in you ; and therefore,

"while you were flattering yourfelves, and elated with

a proud conceit of a happy change in your condition,

he furprized you with a very different view of your

cafe ; he opened your eyes farther, and then you faw,

you felt thofe things, of which till then you had little

fenfe or apprehenfion •, fuch as the corruption of your

hearts, the awful ftriflnefs of the divine law, your

Utter inability to yield perfeft obedience, and the ne-

ceflity of an inward change of the inclinations and re-

lifhes of your foul. Thefe, and a great many other

things of a like nature, broke in upon your minds
with ftrikinor evidence, and a kind of almighty ener-

gy ; and now you faw you were ftiil " dead in fin,"

weak, indifpofed, averfe towards fpiritual things, and
*' dead in law," condenmed to everlafting death and

mifery by its righteous fentence : now you fet about

the duties of religion v>^ith more earneftnefs than ever ;

now you prayed, you heard, and ufed the other means
of grace as for your life, for you favv- that your eternal

|ifc was indeed at ftake ; and now, when you put the

flatter to a thorough trial, you were more fenfible

than
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than ever of your own weaknefs, and the difficulties

in your way. " O ! who would have thought my
heart had been (o depraved that it fhould thus fly off

from God, and ftruggle and reluctate againft return-

ing to him ?" fuch was then your language. Alas !

you found yourfelves quite helplefs, aixi all your ef-

forts feeble and ineffectual ; then you perceived your-

felves really dead in fm, and that you muft continue

fo to all eternity, unlefs quickened by a power infinite-

ly fuperior to your own : not that you lay flothful and

inaftive at this time •, no, never did you exert your-

felves fo vigoroufly in all your life, never did you bc-

iiege the throne of grace with fuch earned: importuni-

ty, never did you hear and read with fuch eager atten-

tion, or make fuch a vigorous refiftance againft fin and
temptation : all your natural powers were exerted to

the higheft pitch, for now you faw your cafe required

it : but you found all your n\oft vigorous endeavours

infufficient, and you were fenfible that, without the

affiflance of a fuperior power, the work of religion

could never be effedied.

Now you were reduced very low indeed. While
you imagined you could render yourfelves fafe by a

reformation in your own power, you were not much
alarmed at your condition, though you faw it bad.

But O ! to feel yourfelves dead in fin, and that you
cannot lielp yourfelves ; to fee yourfelves in a ftate of

condemnation, liable to execution every moment, and

yet to find all your own endeavours utterly infufficient

to relieve you ; to be obliged, after all you had done,

to lie at mercv, and confefs that you were as deferving

of everlafting punifhment as ever the moft notorious

criminal was of the ftroke af public juftice : this was
a fi:ate of extrem.e dejedion, terror, and anxiety in-

deed. The proud, felf-confident creature was never

thoroughly mortified and humbled till now, when he

is flain by the law, and entirely cut off from all hopes

from him.felf.

And
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And now, finding you could not fave yourfelves,

you began to caft about you, and look out for another

to fave you: now you were more fenfible than ever

of the abfolute need of Jefus ; and you cried and
reached after him, and ftirred up yourfelves to take

hold of him. The gofpel brought the free offer of
him to your ears, and you would fain have accepted

of him ; but here new difficulties arofe. Alas ! you
did not think yourfelves good enough to accept of
him, and hence you took a great deal of fruitlefs pains

to make yourfelves better: you alfo found your hearts

flrangely averfe to the gofpel-method of falvation,

and, though a fenfe of your neceffity made you try

to work up yourfelves to an approbation of it, yet

you could not affedlionately acquiefce in it, and cordi-

ally relilb it.

And now, how melancholy was your fituation !

you were " fhut up to the faith;" Gal. iii. 23. there

was no other poffible way of efcape, and yet, alas

!

you could not take this way : now you were ready to

cry, " I am cut off: my ilrength and my hope are

perifhed from the Lord ;" but, bleffed be God, he
did not leave vou in this condition. Man's extremity

of diftrefs is God's opportunity for relief and falva-

tion •, and fo you found it.

Now the procefs of preparatory operations is juft

come to a refult. Now it is time for God to work,
for nature has done her utmoft, and has been found

utterly infufficient •, now it is puoper a divine fuper-

natural principle fhould be infufed, for all the princi-

ples of nature have failed, and the proud fmner is ob-

liged to own it, and fland ftill, and fee the falvation

of God. In this fituation you wanted nothing but

fuch a divine principle to make you living chriftians

indeed. Thefe preparatives were like the taking away
the ftone from the fepulchre of Lazarus, which was
a prelude of that almighty voice which called him
from the dead. Nov/ you appear to me like the dry

bones in Ezekiel's vifion, in one flage of the operation.

After
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After there had been a noife, and a {haking among

them, and the bones had come together, bone to his

bone; / beheld^ fays he, and lo, the finews and the

flejh came up upon thsm^ and the (km covered them above
-^

but there was no breath in them \ Ezek. xxxvii. 8. this

was all that was wanting to make them iiving men. In

like manner you at this time had the external appear-

ance of chriftians, but .you had no divine fapernatural

life in you ; you were but the fair carcafes of chrif-

tians ; your religion had a body completely formed,

but It had no foul in it i and, had the holy fpirit now
given over his work, you would have continued dead

ftill.

But now the important crifis is come, when hev/ho

flood over the grave of Lazarus, and pronounced the

Iife-rell:oring mandate, Lazarus^ come forth-, when he

who breathed into Adam the breath of life, and made
him a living foul •, I fay, now the crifis is come, when
he will implant the principles of life in your fouls •,

fuddenly you feel the amazing change, and find you
are ading from principles entirely new to you •, for

now your hearts that v/ere v/ont to relu6late, and ftart

back from God, rife to him with the fl:ronge{i afpira-

tions : now the way of falvation through Chrifl:, which

you could never relifh before, appears all amiable and

gloiious, and captivates your whole fouls. Holinefs

has lovely and powerful charms, which captivate you
to the moft willing obedience, notwithftanding your

former difgufl: to it ; and, though once you were en-

amoured with fin, or difiiked it only becaufe you could

not indulge it with impunity, it now appears to you a

mere mafs of corruption and deformity, an abomina-

ble thing, which you hate above all other things on
earth or in hell. At this juncture you were animated

with a new life in every faculty of your fouls, and
hereupon you felt the infiindts, the appetites, the fym.-

pathies and antipathies of a new life, a divine life,

juftly {tiled by the apoftle the life of God ; the life of

God in the foul of man. The pulfe of facred paffions

begran
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began to beat towards fpiritual objects \ the vital

warmth of love fpread itfelf through your whole
frame; you breathed out your defires and prayers be-

fore God ; like a new-born infant you began to cry

after him, and at times you have learned to Hfp his

name with filial endearment, and cry Abba^ Father \

you hungered and thirfted after righteoufnefs, and as

every kind of life muft have its proper nourifhment,

fo your fpiritual life fed upon Chrift, the living bread,

and the fincerc milk ot his word. You alfo felt a new
fet of fenfations •, divine things now made deep and
tender imprefTions upon you-, the great realities of re-

ligion and eternity now affeded you in a manner un-

known before \ you likewife found your fouls aduated
with life and vigour in the fervice of God, and in the

duties you owed to mankind. This ftrange alteration,

no doubt, filled you with furprize and amazement,
fomething like that of Adam when he found himfelf

ftart into life out of his eternal non-exiftence. With
thefe new fenfations every thing appeared to you in a

quite different light, and you could not but wonder
that you had never perceived them in that manner
before.

Thus, my dear brethren, when you were even dead

in fin, God quickened you together with Chrift. It

is true, the principle of life might be very weak at firft,

like the life of a new-born infant, or a foetus juft ani-

mated in the womb : nay, it may be but very weak
ftill, and at times may languifii, and feem juft expir-

ing in the agonies of death ; but, blefled be the quick-

ening fpirit of Chrift, fince the happy hour of your

refurredlion you have never been, and you never will

be to all eternity, what you once were, " dead in tref-

pafl^es and fins.'* Should I give you your own hiftory

fince that time, it would be to this purpofe, and you
will difcern many fymptoms of life in it. You have

often known what ficknefs of foul is, as well as of

body •, and fometimes it has rifen to fuch a height as

to endanger your fpiritual life. The feeds of fin, that

ftill
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ftill lurk ill your conftitution, like the principles of

death, or a deadly poifon circulating through your

veins, have often ftruggled for the maftery, and caft

you into languifhing or violent diforders ; then was

the divine life opprefled, and you could not freely

draw the breath of prayer and pious defires -, you loft

the appetite for tlie word of God, and what you re-

ceived did not digeft well and turn to kindly nourifh-

ment; the pulfe of facred paffions beat faint and irre-

gular, the vital heat decayed, and you felt a death-like

cold creeping upon you and benumbing you. Some-
times you have been afflicled, perhaps, with convul-

fions of violent and outrageous paffions, with the

dropfy of infatiable defires after things below, with

the lethargy of carnal fecurity, or the fever of luft

:

at other times you have felt an univerfal diforder

through your whole frame, and you hardly knew
what ailed you, only you were fure your fouls were

not well i but perhaps your mod common diforder

that feizes you is a kind of confumption, a lownefs

of fpirits, a languor and weaknefs, the want of ap-

petite for your fpiritual food, or perhaps a naufea and

difguft towards it-, you alfo live in a country very un-

v/holefome to living fouls •, you dwell among the dead,

and catch contagion from the converfation of thofe

around you, and this heightens the diforder r add fur-

ther, that old ferpent the devil labours to infedt you
with his deadly poifon, and increafe the peccant hu-

mours by his temptations : atfuch times you can hard-

ly feel any workings of fpiritual life in you, and you
fear you are entirely dead; but examine ftri(5lly, and

you will difcover fome vital fymptoms even in this bad

habit of foul ; for does not your new nature exert it-

felf to work off the diforder ? Are not your fpirits

in a ferment, and do you not feel yourfelves in exqui-

lite pain, or at leaft greatly uneafy ? Give all the

world to a fick man, and he defpifes it all :
" O give

me my health," fays he, " or you give me nothing.'*

So it is with you ; nothing can content you while your

C c fouls
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fouls are thus out of order. Do you not long for their

recovery, that you may go about your bufinefs again ;

I mean that you may engage in the fervice of God
with a]I the vigour of health ? and do you not apply

to Chrift as your only phyfician in this condition ?

And O ! what an healing balm is his blood ! v/hat a

reviving cordial is his love ! and how kindly does his

fpirit purge off the corrupt humours, and fubdue the

principles of fin and death ! Has not experience

taught you the meaning of the apoftle, when he fays,

Chrifi is GUT life : and / live, yet not /, hut Chriji liveth

in me. Gal. ii. 20. Do you not percieve that Chrift

is your vital head, and that you revive or languifh juft

as he communicates or withholds his influence ? And
have you not been taught in the fame way what is the

meaning of that exprellion fo often repeated, 'Thejuft

fhall live by his faith ? Hab. ii. 4. Do you not find

that faith is, as it were, the grand artery by which
you derive life from Chrift, and by which it is circu-

lated through your whole frame; and that when faith

languifhes, then you weaken, pine away, and perhaps

fall into a fwoon, as though you were quite dead ?

Are you not careful of the health of your fouls .'* You
endeavour to keep them warm with the love of God ;

you fhun thofe fickly regions as far as you can, where
the example and converfation of the wicked fpread

their deadly infeftion, and you love to dwell among
living fouls, and breathe in their wholefome air.

Upon the whole, it is evident, notwithftanding your
frequent indifpofitions, you have fome life within you :

life takes occafion to fhew itfelf, even from your dif-

orders. It is a plain fymptom of it, that you have

fomething within you that makes fuch a vigorous re-

fiftance againft the principles of fin and death, and

throws your v/hole frame into a ferment, till it has

wrought off the diftemper. In fiiort, you have the

fenfations, the fympathies and antipathies, the plea-

fures and pains of living fouls.

And
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And is it fo indeed ? Then from this moment
begin to rejoice and blefs the Lord, who raifed you
to fpiritual life. O let the hearts he has quickened

beat with his love; let the lips he has opened, when
quivering in death, fpeak his praife, and devote that

life to him which he has given you, and which he ftiii

fupports !

Confider what a divine and noble kind of life he

has given you. It is a capacity and aptitude for the

moft exalted and divine fervices and enjoyments. Now
you have a relifh for the Supreme Good as your hap-

pinefs, the only proper food for your immortal fouls,

and he will not fufFer you to hunger and thirft in vain,

but will fatisfy the appetities he has implanted in your

nature. You have fome fpirit and life in his fervice,

and are not like the dead fouls around you, that are

all alive towards other objeds, but abfolutely dead to-

wards him : you have alfo noble and exalted fenfations ^

ycrJL are capable of a fet of pleafures of a more refined

and fublime nature than what are relifhed by groveling

linners. From your inmoft fouls you deteft and nau-

feate whatever is mean, bafe, and abominable, and

you can feaft on what is pure, amiable, excellent, and
worthy of your love. Your vitiated tafte for trafh

and poifon is cured, and you feed upon heavenly

bread, upon food agreeable to the conftitution of your

fpiritual nature ; and hence you may infer your meet-

nefs for the heavenly world, that region of perfedl vi-

tality. You have a difpofition for its enjoyments and

fervices, and this is the grand preparative. God will

not encumber the heaven of his glory v/ith dead fouls,

nor infedl the pure falubrious air of Paradife with the

poifon of their corruption ; but the everlafting doors

are always open for living fouls, and not one of them
fhall ever be excluded; nay, the life of heaven is al-

ready within you; the life that reigns with immortal

health and vigour above, is the very fame Vv'ith that

which works in your breafts ; only there it is arrived

to maturity and perfection;, and here it is in its rudi-

ments-
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ments and weaknefs. Your animal life, which Vv'as

hardly perceivable in the womb, was the very fame

with that which now poffefles you, only now it is

come to perfe6lion. Thus you are now angels in em-
bryo, the foetus (might I be allowed the expreffion)

of glorified immortals-, and when you are born out

of the womb of time into the eternal world, this fee-

ble fpark of fpiritual life will kindle and blaze, and

render you as adive and vigorous as " the rapt feraph

that adorns and burns." Then you will feel no more
weaknefs, no more languors, no more qualms of in-

difpofition ; the poifon of temptation and the conta-

gion of bad example cannot reach you there •, and the

inward feeds of ficknefs and death will be purged en-

tirely out of your fouls : you will be got quite out of

the fickly country, and breathe a pure reviving air,

the natural element of your fouls. There you will

iind the fountain, yea, whole rivers of the waters of

life, of which you will drink in large draughts 'for

ever and ever, and which will infpire you with immor-
tal life and vigour. O how happy are you in this

iingle gift of fpiritual life ! this is a life that cannot

perifh, even in the ruins of the world. What though

you muft ere long yield your mortal bodies and animal

life to death and rottenncfs ? your mofb important life

3s immortal, and fubjedl to no fuch diflblution ; and

therefore be courageous in the name of the Lord, and
bid defiance to all the calamities of life, and all the

terrors of death ; for your life is hid zvith Chrijl in God%

and when Chrift^ who is your life^ jloall appear^ thenjhall

you alfo appear with him in glory. Col. iii. 3, 4.

I would willingly go on in this ftrain, and leave

the pulpit with a relifh of thefe delightful truths upon
my fpirit •, but, alas I I mull turn my addrefs to ano-

ther fet of perfons in this aflembly ; but " where is

the Lord God of Elijah," who reftored the Shuna-

mite's fon to life by means of that prophet ? I am
going to call to the dead, and I know they will not

hear, imlefs he attend my feeble voice with his almigh-



Serm. 5' ofJpiritual Life. 197

ty power. I would pray over you, like Elijah over

the dead child, O Lord Gody let this finner's life come

into him again, i Kings xvii. 21. Are not the living

and the dead promifcuoufly blended in this afTembly ?

Here is a dead foul, there another, and there another,

all over the houfe -, and here and there a few living

fouls thinly fcattered among them. Have you ever

been carried through fuch a preparatory procefs as I

iiave defcribed ? or if you are uncertain about this, as

fome may be who are animated with fpiritual life, in-

quire, have you the feelings, the appetites and aver-

fions, the pleafing and the painful fenfations of living

fouls ? Methinks confcience breaks its filence in fom.e

of you, v/hether you will or not, and cries, " O no;

there is not a fpark of life in this breaft."

Well, my poor deceafed friends (for fo I may call

you) I hope you will ferioufly attend to what I am go-

ing ferioufiy to fay to you. I have no bad defign

upon you, but only to reftore you to life. And though

your cafe is really difcouraging, yet I hope it is not

quite defperate. The principles of nature, reafon,

felf-love, joy, and fear are ftill alive in you, and you
are capable of fome appliration to divine things. And,
as I told you, it is upon the principles of nature that

God is wont to work, to prepare the foul for the in-

fufion of a fupernatural Hfe. And thefe I would now
work upon, in hopes you are not proof againfl: confi-

deratlons of the greateft weight and energy. I earneftly

beg you would lay to heart fuch things as thefe.

Can you content yourfelves with an animal life, the

life of hearts, with that fuperflalty, reafon, juft to

render you a more ingenious and feif-tormenting kind

of brutes ; more artful in gratifying your fordid ap-

petites, and yet ftill uneafy for want of an unknown
lomething ; a care that the brutal world, being defti-

tute of reafon, are unmolelled with ? O ! have you.

no ambition to be animated with a divine immortal

life, the life of God \

Can
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Cati you be contented with a mere temporal life,

when your fouls muft exift for ever? That infinite

world beyond the grave is repleniftied with nothing

but the terrors of death to you, if you are deftitute

of fpiritual life. And O can you bear the thought

of refiding among its grim and ghaftly terrors for

ever ?

Are you contented to be cut off from God, as a

mortified member from the body, and to be banifhed

for ever from all the joys of his prefence ? You can-

not be admitted to heaven without fpiritual life. Hell
IS the fepulchrc for dead fouls, and thither you muft
be fent, if you ftill continue dead. And does not this

thought affect you ^

Confider alfo, now is the only time in which you
can be reftored to life. And O ! will you let it pafs

by without improvement ^

Shall all the means that have been ufed for your re-

vival be in vain .? Or the ftrivings of the fpirit, the

alarms of your own confciences, the bleffings and

chaftifements of Providence, the perfuafions, tears,

and lamentations of your living friends, O ! fhall all

thefe be in vain .? Can you bear the thought ^ Surely,

no. Therefore, O heave and ftruggle to burft the

chains of death. Cry mightily to God to quicken you.

\](q all the means of vivification, and avoid every

deadly and contagious thing.

I know not, my brethren, how this thought will

affeft us at parting to-day, that we have left behind

us many a dead foul. But fuppofe we (hould leave as

many bodies here behind us as there are of dead fouls

among us j fuppofe every (inner deftitute of fpiritual

-life should now be ftruck dead before us, O how would
this floor be overlaid vs^ith dead corpfes ! How few of

us v/ould efcape ! "What bitter lamentations and tears

would be among us ! One would lofe a hufband or

a wife, another a child or a parent, another a friend

or a neighbour. And have we hearts to mourn andO
tears to ftied over fuch an event as this, and have we

no
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no compaffion for dead fouls ? Is there none to mourn

over them ? Sinners, if you will ftill continue dead,

there are fome here to-day who part with you with this

wifh, O that my head were waters^ and mine eyes foun-

tains of tears^ that I might 'uoeep day and night for the

Jlain of the daughter of my people. And O that our

mournings may reach the ears of the Lord of life,

and that you might be quickened from your death in

trefpafTes and fins ! Amen and Amen.

SERMON VI.

Poor and contrite Spirits the ObjecS;s of the Divine

Favour.

Isaiah Ixvi. 2. 'To this man will I look-, even to him

that is poor and of a contrite Spirit, and tremhleth at

my word,

AS we confift of animal bodies as well as immor-'

tal fouls, and are endowed with corporeal fenfes

as well as rational powers, God, who has wifely adapt-

ed our religion to our make, requires bodily as well

as fpiritual worihip ; and commands us not only to

exercife the inward powers of our minds in proper adls

of devotion, but alfo to exprefs our inward devotion

in fuitable external anions, and to attend upon him in

the fenfible outward ordinances which he has appoint-

ed. Thus it is under the gofpel •, but it was more

remarkably fo under the law, which, compared with

the pure and fpiritual worfhip of the gofpel, was a

fyftem of carnal ordinances, and required a great deal

of external pomp and grandeur, and bodily fervices.

Thus a coftly and magnificent fLructure was erefted,

by divine direcfiion, in the wildernefs, called the ta-

bernacle, becaufe built in the form of a tent, and move-

able from place to place ; and afterwards a moft (lately

temple
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temple was built by Solomon with immenfe coft, where
the divine worfhip fliould be ftatedly celebrated, and
where all the males of Ifrael fhould folemnly meet for

that purpofe three times in the year.

Thefs externals were not intended to exclude the

internal worfhip of the Spirit, but to exprefs and affift

it. And thefe ceremonials were not to be put into

the place of morals, but obferved as helps to the prac-

tice of them, and to prefigure the great Mefliah.

Even under the Mofaic difpenfation, God had the

greateft regard to holinefs of heart and a good life;

and the ftridleft obferver of ceremonies could not be

accepted without them.

But it is natural to degenerate mankind to invert

the order of things, to place apart the eafi&ft and

meaneft part of religion, for the whole of it, to reft

in the externals of religion as fufficient, without re-

garding the heart, and to depend upon a pharifaical

ftridinefs in ceremonial obfervances, as an excufe or

atonement for neglecting the weightier matters of the

law, judgment, mercy, and faith.

This was the unhappy error of the Jev/s in Ifaiah's

time ; and th^'s the Lord would corred in the firft

verfes of this chapter.

The Jews gloried in their having the houfe of God
among them, and were ever trufting in vain words,

faying, The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord,

the temple of the Lord are thefe. Jer. vii. 4. They
filled his altars with coftly facrifices i and in thefe they

trufted to make atonement for fin, and fecure the di-

vine favour.

As to their facrifices God lets them know, that

while they had no regard to their morals, but chofe

their own ways, and their fouls delighted in their abo-

minations, while they prefented them in a formal

manner, without the fire of divine love, their facri-

fices were fo far from procuring his acceptance, that

they were odious to him. He abhors their moft ex-

penfive offerings as abominable and profane. He that

kilkth
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killeth an ox for facrijice is as far from being accepted,

as if he unjuftly fiew a man ; he that facrificeth a laml\

as if he cut off a dog^s neck^ &c. Ifaiah Ixvi. 3.

To remove this fuperftitious confidence in the tem-

ple, the Lord informs them that he had no need of it j

that, large and magnificent as it was, it was not fit to

contain him ; and that, in confecrating it to him, they

fhould not proudly think that they had given him any

thing to which he had no prior right. " Thus faith

the Lord, the heaven is my throne, where I reign

confpicuous in the vifible majefty and grandeur of a

God ; and though the earth is not adorned with fuch.

illuftrious difplays of my immediate prefcnce, though
it does not fhine in all the glory of my royal palace on
high, yet it is a little province in my immenfe em~
pire, and fubjed to my authority; it is my footftool.

If, then, heaven is my throne, and earth is my foot-

ftool ; if the whole creation is my kingdom, where

is the houfe that ye build unto me ? where is your

temple which appears fo ftately in your eyes ? it is

vanifhed, it is funk into nothing. Is it able to contain

that infinite Being to whom the whole earth is but a

humble footftool, and the vaft heaven but a throne ?

Can you vainly imagine that my prefence can be con-

fined to you in the narrow bounds of a temple, when
the heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain

me ? Where is the place of my reft ? can you pro-

vide a place for my repofe, as though I were weary ?

or can my prefence be reftrained to one place, incapa-

ble of afting beyond the prefcribed limits ? No -, in-

finite fpace only can equal my being and perfeftions -,

infinite fpace only is a fufficient fphere for my opera-

tions.

" Can you imagine you can bribe my favour, and

give me fomething I had no right to before, by all

the ftately building you can rear to my najne ? Is not

univerfal nature mine .? For all thefe things hath mine
hand made out of nothing, and all thefe things have

been, or ftill fubfift by the fupport of my all-preferv-

D d ing



202 Pqot and contrite Spirits Serm. 6.

ing hand, ?d\u what right can be more valid and ina-

lienable than that founded upon creation ? Your filver

and gold are mine, and mine the cattle upon a thou-

fand hills ; and therefore of mine ov/n do you give

me, faith the Lord.'*

Thefe are fuch majeftic ftrains of language as are

worthy a God. Thus it becomes him to advance

himfelf above the whole creation, and to affert his

abfolute property in and independency upon the uni-

verfe.

Had he only turned to us the bright fide of his

throne, that dazzles us vi^th infufferable fplendor •,

had he only difplayed his Majefty unallayed with grace

and condefceniion in fuch language as this, it would
have overwhelmed us, and caft us into the moil abjecft

defpondency, as the outcafts of his providence beneath

his notice. We might fear he would overlook us with

majeftic difdain, or carelefs negle<5t, like the little

things that arc called great by mortals, or as the bufy

emmets of our fpecies are apt to do. In the hurry

of bufinefs they are liable to neglcft, and in the power
pf pride and grandeur to overlook or difdain their de-

pendents. We fhould be ready in hopelefs anxiety to

fay, " Is all this earth which to us appears fo vaft,

and which is parcelled into a thoufand mighty king-

doms, as we call them, is it all but the humble foot-

ftool of God ? hardly worthy to bear his feet ? What
then am I ? an atom of an atom-world, a trifling in-

dividual of a trifling race. Can I expedl he will take

any notice of fuch an infignificant thing as I ^ The
vaft affairs of heaven and earth lie upon his hand,

and he is employed in the concerns of the wide uni-

verfe, and can he find leifure to concern himfelf with

me,, and my little interefts .'' Will a king, deliberat-

ing upon the concerns of nations, intereft himfelf in

favour of the worm that crawls at his footftool ? If

the magnificent temple of Solomon was unworthy of

the divine inhabitant, will he admit me into his prc-

fence, and give me audience.'' how can I exped it?

It
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It feems daring and prefumptuous to hope for fuch

condefcenfion. And Ihall I then defrair of the gra-

cious regard 0I my Maker ?

No, defponding creature! mean and unworthy as

thou art, hear the voice of divine condefcenfion, as

well as of Majefty : l^o this man ivill I look^ even to

him that is poor, and of a contritefpirit, and that trer,i-

bleth at my word. Though God dwell eth not in tem-

ples made with hands, though he pours contempt upon
princes, and fcorns them in all their haughty glory and

affeded majefty, yet there are perfons whom his gra-

cious eye will regard. The high and lofty One that

inhabiteth eternity, that dwelleth in the high and holy

place, he will look dov/n through ail the fhining ranks

of angels upon—whom ? Not on the proud, the

haughty and prelumptuous, but upon him that is poor,

and of a contrite fpirit, and tremhkth at his word. To
this man will he look from the throne of his majefty,

however low, however mean he may be. This man
is an objeifl; that can, as it were, attraft his eyes from

all the glories of the heavenly world, fo as to regard

a humble felf-abafing worm. This man can never be

loft or overlooked among the multitude of creatures,

but the eyes of the Lord will difcover him in the

greateft crowd, his eyes will gracioudy fix upon this

man, this particular man, though there were but one

fuch in the compafs of the creation, or though he

were baniftied into the remoteft corner of the univcrfe,

like a diamond in a heap of rubbifti, or at the bottom

of the ocean.

Do you hear this, you that are poor and contrite \n

fpirit, and that tremble at his v/ord ? ye that, above

all others, are moft apt to fear you ftiall be difregard-

ed by him, becaufe you, of all others, are moft deep-

ly fenfible how unworthy you are of his gracious no-

tice : God, the great, the glorious, the terrible God,
looks dov/n upon you with eyes of love, and by fo

much the more affedlionately, by how much the lower

you are in your ov/n efteem. Does not your heart

fprin.g
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fpring within you at the found ? Are you not loft in

pleafing wonder and gratitude, and crying out, " Can
it be ? can it be ? is it indeed poiTible ? is it true ?'*

Yes, you have his own word for it, and do not think

it too good news to be true, but beHeve, and rejoice,

and give glory to his name ; and fear not what men
or devils can do unto you.

This, my brethren, is a matter of univerfal con-

cern. It is the intereft of each of us to know whether

we are thus gracioufiy regarded by that God on whom
our very being and all our happinefs entirely depend.

And how fhall we know this ? In no other way than

by difcovering whether we have the characters of that

happy man to whom he condefcends to look. Thefe
are not pompous and high characters, they are not

formed by earthly riches, learning, glory, and power

:

But to this raan will I look^ faith the Lord, even to him

that is poor^ and of a contritefpirit, and that trembleth

at my word. Let us inquire into the import of each

of the charaiflers.

I. It is the poor man to whom the Majefty of hea-

ven condefcends to look.

This does not principally refer to thofe that are poor
in this world , for, though it be very common that
*' the poor of this world are chofen to be rich in faith,

and heirs of the kingdom," James ii. 5. yet this is not

an univerfal rule ; for many, alas ! that are poor m
this world are not rich towards God, nor rich in good
works, and therefore ihall famifh through eternity fn

remedilefs v/ant and wretchednefs. But the poor here

Signifies fuch as Chrift charaflerizes more fully by the

poor in fpirit. Matt. v. 3-. And this charafter implies

the following ingredients :

(i.) The poor man to whom Jehovah looka is

deeply fenfible of his own infufficiency, and that no-

thing but the enjoyment of God can make him happy.

The poor man feels that he is not formed felf-fuffi-

cient, but a dependent upon God. He is fenfible of the

weaknefs and poverty of his natui-e, and that he was

not
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not endowed with a (ufficient ftock of riches in his

creation to fupport him through the endlefs duration

for which he is formed, or even for a fingle day. The
feeble vine does not more clofely adhere to the elm

than he to his God. He is not more fenfible of the

infufnciency of his body to fubfift without air, or the

productions of the earth, than of that of his foul

without his God, and the enjoyment of his love. In

ihort, he is reduced into his proper place in the fyftem

of the univerfe, low and mean in comparifon with

fuperior beings of the angelic order, and efpecially in

comparifon with the great Parent and fupport of na-

ture. He feels himfelf to be, what he really is, a

poor impotent dependent creature, that can neither

five, nor move, nor exift without God. He is fenfi-

ble that his ftifficiency is of God, 1 Cor. iii. 5. " and

that all the fprings of his happinefs are in him."

This fenfe of his dependence upon God is attended

with a fenfe of the inability of all earthly enjoyments

to make him happy, and fill the vaft capacities of his

foul, which were formed for the enjoyment of an in-

finite good. He has a relhh for the blefiTings of this

life, but it is attended with a {t.\\{t of their infuffici-

ency, and does not exclude a ftonger relifh for the fu-

perior pleafures of religion. He is not a precife her-

mit, or a four afcetic, on the one hand j and, on the

other, he is not a lover of pleafure jnore than a lover of

God.

If he enjoys no great fhare of the comforts of this

life, he does not labour, nor fo much as wifh for them
as his fupreme happinefs : he is v/ell affured they can

never anfwer this end in their greatefl affiuence. It is

for God, it is for the living God, that his foul mofl:

eagerly thirflis. In the greateft extremity he is fenfi-

ble that the enjoyment of his love is more necefiary to

his felicity than the poflefTion of earthly blefiings \ nay,

he is fenfible, that if he is miferable in the abfence of

thefe, the principal caufe is the abfence of his God.
O ! if he were bleft with the perfed enjoyment ofGod^

he
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he could fay with Habakkuk, 'Though the Jig-tree

JJjQuld not hlojj'or/i^ and there Jhould be no fruit in the

vine ; though the labour of the olive Jhould fall, and the

fields yield no raeat-, though theflock fjjould be cut offfrom
the fold, and there he no herd in thejtall; though uni-

verfal famine fhould ftrip me of all my earthly blef-

fings, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, as my complete

happinefs ; I willjoy in the God of my falvation. Hab.
;iii. 17, lo.

If he enjoys an afHuence of earthly bleffmgs, he

ftill retains a {^\\{t of his need of the enjoyment of

God. To be difcontent and difTatished is the com-
mon fate of the rich as well as the poor \ they are

frill craving, craving an unknovv^n fomething to com-
plete their blifs. The foul, being formed for the frui-

tion of the Supreme Good, fecretly languifhes and

pines awav in the midft of other enjoyments, without

knowing its cure. It is the enjoyment of God only

that can fatisfy its unbounded defires ; but, alas ! it

has no relifh for him, no thirft after him ; it is ftill

crying, " More, more of the delights of the world j"

like a man i.n a burning fever, that calls for cold wa-

ter, that will but inflame his difeafe, and occafion a

more painful return of thirft. But the poor in fpirit

know where their cure lies. They do not afk with

uncertainty, fVho will Jhew us any (oYt Oi good? but

their petitions centre In this, as the grand constituent

of their happinefs, Lord, lift thou up the light of thy

countenance upon us; and this puts more gladnefs into

their hearts than the abundance of corn and wine* Pfalm

iv. 6, 7. This v/as the language of the Pfalmift,

There is none upon earth that I defire befides thee. My
fleJJj a'dd my heart faileth \ but thou art the ftrength of

my heart, and my portion for ever. Pfalm Ixxiii. 25, 26.

And as this difpofition extends to all earthly things,

fo it does to all created enjoyments whatfoever. even

to rhofe of the heavenly world ; the poor man is fen-

fible that he could not be happy even there without the

enjoyment of his God. His language is, whom have

I in
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Tin heaven but thee ? It is beholding thy face in righ-

teoufnefs^ and awaking in thy likenefs^ that alone can

fatisfy me. Pfalm xvil. 15.

(2.) This fpiritual poverty implies deep humility

and felf-abafement.

The poor man on whom the Gcd of heaven con-

defcends to lool:, is m.ean in his ov/n apprehenllons

;

he accounts himfelf not a being of mighty importance.

He has no high efteem of his own good qualities, but

is little in his own eyes. He is not apt to give him-

felf the preference to others, but is ready to give way
to them as his fuperiors. He has a generous fagacity

to behold their good qualities, and a commendable

blindnefs towards their imperfedions : but he is not

quick to difcern his own excellencies, nor fparing to his

own frailties.

Inftead of being dazzled with the fplendor of his

own endowments or acquintions, he is apt to overlook

them with a noble neglett, and is fenflble of the v/eak-

nefs and defects of his nature.

And as to his gracious qualities, they appear fmall,

exceeding fmall to him : when he coniiders how much
they fall fhort of what they fhould be, they as it v/ere

vanifh and flirink into nothing. How cold does his

love appear to him in its greateft fervour ! How fee-

ble his faith in its greateft confidence ! How fLiperfi-

cial his repentance in its greateft depth ! How proud
his loweft humility i And as for the good a(5lions he
has performed, alas ! how few, how poorly done, how
fhort of his duty do they appear ! After he has done

all, he counts himfelf an unproiitable fervant. After

he has done all, he is more apt to adopt the language

of the publican than the pharifee, God be 'merciful to

me a /inner. In his higheft attainments he is not apt

to admire himfelf; fo far is he from it, that it is much
more natural to him to fall into the oppofite extreme,

and to account himfelf the leaft, yea, lefs than theleaft

of all other faints upon the face of the earth : and if

he contends for any preference, it is for the loweft

place
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place in the lift of chriftians. This difpofition was
remarkably exemplified in Saint Paul, who probably

had made greater advancements in holinefs than any

faint that was ever received to heaven from this guilty

world.

He that is poor in fpirit has alfo a humbling fenfe

of his own fmfulnefs. His memory is quick to re-

coiled his paft fins, and he is very {harp-fighted to

difcover the remaining corruptions of his heart, and

the imperfedlions of his beft duties. He is not inge-

nious to excufe them, but views them impartially in

all their deformity and aggravations. He fincerely

doubts whether there be a faint upon earth fo exceed-

ing corrupt ; and, though he may be convinced that

the Lord has begun a work of grace in him, and con-

fequently, that he is in a better ftate than fuch as are

under the prevailing dominion of fm, yet he really

queftions whether there be fuch a depraved creature

in the world as he fees he has been. He is apt to

count himfelf the chief of finneis, and more indebt-

ed to free grace than any of the fons of men. He is

intimately acquainted with himfelf-, but he fees only

the out-fide of others, and hence he concludes him-
felf fo much worfe than others -, hence he loathes him-

felf in his own fight for all his abominations. Ezek.

xxxvi. 31. Self-abafement is pleafing to him; his

humility is not forced ; he does not think it a great

thing for him to fink thus low. He plainly fees him-

felf to be a mean, finful, exceeding finful creature,

and therefore is fure that it is no condefcenfion, but

the moft reafonable thing in the world for him to think

meanly of himfelf, and to humble and abafe himfelf.

It is unnatural for one that efteems himfelf a being of

great importance to ftoop -, but it is eafy, and appears

no felf-denial for a poor mean creature to do fo, who
looks upon himfelf, and feels himfelf, to be fuch.

Finally, the poor man is deeply fenfible of his own
unworthinefs. He fees that in himfelf he deferves

no favour from God for all the good he has ever done,

but
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but that he may after all juftly rejed him. He makes
no proud boafts of his good heart, or good life, but

falls in the duft before God, and cafts all his dependence

upon his free grace:—which leads me to obferve,

(3.) That he who is poor in fpirit is fenfiblecf his

need of the influences of divine grace to fandify him,

and enrich him with the graces of the fpirit.

He is fenfible of the want of holinefs ; this necef-

farily flows from his fenfe of his corruption, and the

imperfedion of all his graces. Holinefs is the one

thing needful with him, which he defires and longs

for above all others ; and he is deeply fenfible that he

cannot work it in his own heart by his own fl:rength

:

he feels that without Chrift he can do nothing, and

that it is God who mufl: work in him both to will and

to do. Hence, like a poor man that cannot fubfifl: upon
his fl:ock, he depends entirely upon the grace of God
to work all his works in him, and to enable him to

work out his falvation with fear and trembling.

(4.) He is deeply fenfible of the abfolute neceflity

of the righteoufnefs of Chrift for his jufliification.

He does not think himfelf rich in good works to

bribe his judge, and procure acquittance, but, like a

poor criminal that, having nothing to purchafe a par-

don, nothing to plead in his own defence, cafls him-

felf upon the mercy of the court, he places his whole

dependence upon the free grace of God through Jefus

Chrifl:. He pleads his righteoufnefs only, and trufl:s

in it alone. The rich fcorn to be obliged ; but the

poor, that cannot fubfift of themfelves, will cheerfully

receive. So the felf-righteous will not fubmit to the

righteoufnefs of God, but the poor in fpirit will cheer^

fully receive it.

(5.) And lafl:ly, the man that is poor in fpirit is an

importunate beggar at the throne of grace.

He lives upon charity ; he lives upon the bounties

of heaven •, and, as thefe are not to be obtained with-

out begging, he is frequently lifting up his cries to

the Father of all his mercies for them. He attends

E e upon
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upon the ordinances of God, as Bartimeus by the way
fide, to afk the charity of paffengers. Prayer is the

natural language of fpiritual poverty ; The poor^ faith

Solomon, ufeth intreaties : Prov. xviii. 23. whereas

they that are rich in their own conceit can live without

prayer, or content themfelves with the carelefs formal

performance of it.

This is the habitual charader of that poor man to

whom the Majefty of heaven vouchfafes the looks of

his love. At times indeed he has but little fenfe of

thefe things •, but then he is uneafy, and he labours

to re-obtain it, and fometimes is actually blefTed with

it.

And is there no fuch poor man or woman in this

aflembly ? I hope there is. Where are ye poor crea-

tures ? ftand forth, and receive the bleffing of your

Redeemer, BkJ/ed are the poor infpirit^ &c. He who
has his throne in the height of heaven, and to whom
this vaft earth is but a footftool, looks upon you with

eyes of love. This fpiritual poverty is greater riches

than the treafures of the univerfe. Be not afhamed

therefore to own yourfelves poor men, if fuch you are.

May God thus impoverifh us all ! may he ftrip us of

all our imaginary grandeur and riches, and reduce us

to poor beggars at his door

!

But it is time to confider the other charader of the

happy man upon whom the Lord of heaven will gra-

cioufly look ; and. that is,

II. Contrition of fpirit. To this man will I look,

that is of a contrite fpirit.

The word contrite (ignifies one that is beaten or

bruifed with hard blows, or an heavy burden. And
it belongs to the mourning penitent whofe heart is

broken and wounded for fin. Sin is an intolerable

burden that crufhes and bruifes him, and he feels him-

felf pained and fore under it. His ftony heart, which

could not be imprefled, but rather repelled the blow,

is taken away ; and now he has an heart of flefh, eafily

bruifed and wounded. His heart is not always hard

and
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and fenfelefs, light and trifling ; but it has tender fen-

fations ; he is eafily fufceptive of forrow for fin, is

humbled under a fenfe of his imperfeftions, and is

really pained and diftrefled becaufe he can ferve his

God no better, but daily fins againft him. This cha-

rafter may alfo agree to the poor anxious foul that is

broken with cruel fears of its ftate. The ftout-heart-

cd can venture their eternal all upon uncertainty, and

indulge pleafing hopes without anxioufly examining

their foundation ; but he that is of a contrite fpirit is

tenderly fenfible of the importance of the matter, and

cannot be eafy without fome good evidence of fafety.

Such fiiocking fuppofitions as thefe frequently ftartlc

him, and pierce his very heart :
" What if I fhould

be deceived at lail ? What if after all I fiiould be

banifhed from that God in whom lies all my happi-

nefs," ^c. Thefe are fuppofitions full of infupporta-

ble terror, when they appear but barely poflible -, and

much more when there feems to be reafon for them.

Such an habitual pious jealoufy as this, is a good fymp-

tom ; and to your pleafing furprize, ye doubtful chrif-

tians, I may tell you that that Majefty, who you are

afraid difregards you, looks down upon you with pity.

Therefore lift up your eyes to him in wonder and.joy-

ful confidence. You are not fuch negledled things as

you think. The Majefty of heaven thinks it beneath

him to look down through all the glorious orders of

angels, and through interpofing v/orlds, down, down
even upon you in the depth of your felf-abhorrcnce.

Let us,

III. Confider the remaining charafler of the happy
man to whom the Lord will look : Him that tremhleth

at my word.

This character implies a tender {^nk of the great

things of the word, and an heart eafily imprefied with

them as the moft important realities. This was re-

markably exemplified in tender-hearted Jofiah. 2

Chron. xxiv. 19, 20, 27. To one that trembles at

the divine word, the threatenings of it do not appear

vaia
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vain tei i-ors, nor great fwelling words of vanity, but

t\\t moft tremendous realities. Such an one cannot

bear up under them, but would tremble, and fall,

and die away, if not relieved by fome happy promife

of deliverance. He that tembles at the word of God
is not a ftupid hearer or reader of it. It reaches and

pierces his heart as a fharp two-edged fword •, it carries

power along with it, and he feels that it is the word
of God, and not of men, even when it is fpoken by
feeble mortals. Thus he not only trembles at the

terror, but at the authority of the word ;—which

leads me to obferve farther, that he trembles with

filial veneration of the majefty of God fpeaking in his

word. He confiders it as his voice who fpake all

things into being, and whofe glory is fuch, that a deep

folemnity muft feize thofe that are admitted to hear

him fpeak.

How oppofite is this to the temper of multitudes

who regard the word of God no more than (with hor-

ror I exprefs it) the word of a child or a fool. They
will have their own way, let him fay what he will.

They perfift in fin, in defiance of his threatenings.

They fit as carelefs and fliupid under his word, as

though it were fome old, dull, trifling fl:ory. It fel-

dom makes any impreffions upon their ftony hearts.

Thefe are the brave, undaunted men of the world,

who harden themfelves againft the fear of futurity.

But, unhappy creatures ! the God of heaven difdains

to give them a gracious look, while he fixes his eyes

upon the man that " is contrite, and that trembles at

his word."

And where is that happy man ? Where in this

aflembly, where is the contrite fpirit ? Where the

man that trembleth at the word } You are all ready

to catch at the charadler, but be not prefumptuous on

the one hand, nor exceffively timorous on the other.

Inquire whether this be your prevailing charadler. If

fo, then claim it, and rejoice in it, though you have

it not in perfedion. But if you have it not prevailing-
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ly, do not feize it as your own. Though you have
been at times diftrefied with a fenfe of fin and danger,

and the word ftrikes a terror to your hearts, yet, un-

Jefs you are habitually of a tender and contrite fpirit,

you are not to claim the chara6ler.

But let fuch of you as are poor and contrite in

fpirit, and that tremble at the word of the Lord, enter

deeply into the meaning of this exprefTion, that the

Lord looks to you. He does not look on you as a

carelefs fpe6lator, not concerning himfelf with you,

or caring what will become of you, but he looks upon
you as a father, a friend, a benefactor : his looks are

efficacious for your good.

He looks upon you with acceptance. He is pleafed

with the fight. He loves to fee you labouring towards

him. He looks upon you as the objects of his ever-

lafting love, and purchafed by the blood of his Son,

and he is well pleafed with you for his righteoufnefs

fake. Hence his looking upon him that is poor, &c.
is oppofed to his hating the v/icked and their facrifices,

ver. 3. And is he v/hom you have fo grievoufly of-

fended, he v/hofe wrath you fear above all other things,

is he indeed reconciled to you, and does he delight in

you ? what caufe of joy, and praife, and wonder is

here '^.

Again, he looks to you fo as to take particular no-

tice of you. He fees all the v/orkings of your hearts

towards him. He fees and pities you in your honeft,

though feeble conflids with in-dwelling fin. He ob-

ferves all your faithful though weak endeavours to

ferve him. His eyes pierce your very hearts, and

the leaft motion there cannot efcape his notice. This
indeed might make you tremble, if he looked upon
you with the eyes of a judge, for O how many abo-

minations muft he fee in you ! But be of good cheer,

he looks upon you with the eyes of a friend, and with

that love which covers a multitude of fins. He looks

upon you with the eyes of compaffion in all your cala-

mities. He looks upon you to fee that you be not

overborne
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overborne and cruihed. David, who pafled through

as many hardfhips and afHidlions as any of you, could

fay from happy experience, the eyes of the Lord are

upon the righteous^ and his ears are open to their cry.

Pfal. xxxiv. 15.

Finally, he looks to you fo as to look after you, as

we do after the fick and weak. He looks to you
fo as to provide for you : and he will give you grace

and glory, and no good thing will be held from you.

Pfal. Ixxxiv. II.

And are you not fafe and happy under the infpec-

tion of a father and a friend ^ Let a litde humble
courage then animate you am.id your many dejcdlions,

and confide in that care of which you feel yourfelf to

be fo unworthy.

Here it may not be amifs to obferve, what muft
give you no fmall pleafure, that thofe very perfons

who according to the eftimate of men are the mofl
likely to be overlooked, are thofe- whom God graci-

oufly regards. The perfons themfelves are apt to cry,

" Happy I, could I believe that the God of heaven
thus gracioufly regards me j but, alas ! I feel myfelf

a poor unv/orthy creature ; I am a trembling broken-

hearted thing, beneath the notice of fo great a Ma-
jefty." And art thou fo indeed .^ then I may convert

thy objedion into an encouragement. Thou art the

very perfon upon whom God looks. His eyes are

running to and fro through the earth in queft of fuch

as thou art ; and he will find thee out among the innu-

merable multitudes of mankind. Wert thou fur-

rounded with crowds of kings and nobles, his eyes

would pafs by them all to fix upon thee. What a glo-

rious artifice, if I may fo fpeak, is this to catch at and
convert the perfon's difcouragement as a ground of
courage ! to make that the charafler of the favourites

of heaven, which they themfelves look upon as marks
of his negledt of them !

" Alas !" fays the poor man,
" if I was the objedl of divine notice, he would not

fuffer me to continue thus poor and broken-hearted."

But
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But you may reafon diredly the reverfe, he makes you
thus poor in fpirit, fenfible of your finfulnefs and im-

perfection*^,, becaufe that he gracioufly regards you.

He will not fuffvir you to be puffed up with your ima-

ginary goodneis, like the reft of the world, becaufe

he loves you more than he loves them.

However unaccountable this procedure feems, there

is very good reafon for it. The poor are the only

perfons that would relifh the enjoyment of God, and

prize his love : they alone are capable of the hap-

pinefs of heaven, which confifts in the perfection of

holinefs.

To conclude. Let us view the perfe6lion and con-

defcenfion of God as illuftrated by this fubjed. Con-

fider, ye poor In fpirit, who He is that ftoops to look

upon fuch little things as you. It is He whofe throne

is in the higheft heaven, furrounded with myriads of

angels and archangels ; it is He whofe footftool is the

earth, who fupports_ every creature upon it; it is He
who is exalted above the bleffing and praife of all the

celeftial armies, and who cannot without condefcenfion

behold the things that are done in heaven; it is He
that looks down upon fuch poor worms as you. And
what a ftoop is this ?

It is he that looks upon you in particular, who
looks after all the worlds he has made. He m.anages

all the affairs of the univerfe ; he takes care of every

individual in his vaft family ; he provides for all his

creatures, and yet he is at leifure to regard you. He
takes as particular notice of you as if you were his

only creatures. What perfedllon is this ! what an in-

finite grafp of thought ! what unbounded power ! and

what condefcenfion too !—Do but confider what a

fmall figure you make in the univerfe of beings. You
are not fo much in comparifon with the infinite multi-

tude of creatures in the compafs of nature, as a grain

of fand to all the fands upon the fea-fhore, or as -a

mote to the vaft globe of earth ; and yet he, that has

the care of the whole univerfe, takes particular notice

of
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of you—you who are but trifles, compared with your

fellow-creatures; and who, if you were annihilated,

would hardly leave a blank in the creation. Confider

this, and wonder at the condefcenfion of God -, confi-

der this, and acknowledge your own meannefs-, you
are but nothing not only compared with God, but you
are as nothing in the fyftemof creation.

I fhall add but this one natural reflexion : If it be

fo great a happinefs to have the great God for our

patron, then what is it to be out of his favour ? to be

difregarded by him ? methinks an univerfal tremour

may feize this affembly at the very fuppofition. And
is there a creature in the univerfe in this wretched con-

dition? methinks all the creation befides muft pity

him. Where is the wretched being to be found ^ muft
we defcend to hell to find him ? No, alas ! there are

many fuch on this earth -, nay, I muft come nearer you
ftill, there are many fjch probably in this afiembly:

all among you are fuch who are not poor and contrite

in fpirit, and do not tremble at the word of the Lord.

And art not thou one of the miferable num.ber, O
man ? What ! difregarded by the God that made thee !

not favoured with one lock of love by the Author of

all happinefs ! He looks on thee indeed, but it is

with eyes of indignation, marking thee out for ven-

geance •, and canft thou be eafy in fuch a cafe ? wilt

thou not labour to impoverifti thyfelf, and have thy

heart broken, that thou maveft become the objedl of

his gracious regard ?

SERMON



SERMON VII.

The Nature and Danger of making light of Chrift

and Salvation.

Matt. xxli. 5. But they made light of it.

THERE is not one of us in this aflembly that has

heard any thing, but what has heard of Chrift

and falvation: there is not one of us but has had th-e

rich bleffings of the gofpel freely and repeatedly offer-

ed to us : there is not one of us but ftands in the mod
abfolute need of thefe bleffings, and muft perifh for

ever without them ; I wifh I could add, there is not

one of us but has cheerfully accepted them according

to the offer of the gofpel. But, alas ! fuch an aflem-

bly is not to be expedled on earth ! Multitudes will

make light of Chrift and the invitations of the gofpel,

as the Jews did.

This parable reprefents the great God under the

majeftic idea of a king.

He is reprefented as making a marriage-feaft for

his Son ; that is, God in the gofpel offers his Son
Jefus Chrift as a Saviour to the guilty fons of men,
and, upon their acceptance of him, the moft intimate,

endearing union, and the tendereft mutual affection

take place between Chrift and them ; which may very

properly be reprefented by the marriage relation. And
God has provided for them a rich variety of bleffings,

pardon, holinefs, and everlafting felicity, which may
be fignified by a royal nuptial feaft, verfe 2.

Thefe bleflings were firft offered to the Jews, who
were bidden to the wedding by Mofes and the pro-

phets, whofe great bufinefs it was to prepare them to

receive the Meffiah, verfe 3.

The fervants that were fent to call them, after they

tvere thus bidden, were the apoftles and feventy dif-

F f ciples.
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ciples, whom Chrill: fent out to preach that the gofpel-

kingdom was juil: at hand, verfe 3.

When the Jews rejefied this call, he fent forth

other fervauts, namely, the apoftles after his afcenfion,

who were to be more urgent in their invitations, and
to tell them that, in confequence of Chrift's death, all

things were now ready, verfe 4.

It is feldom that invitations to a royal fcaft are re-

jeded ; but, alas ! the Jews rejefted the invitation of

the gofpel, and would not accept of its important

bleflings. They made light of Chrift and his blef-

iings j they were carelefs to them, and turned their

attention to other things.

Thefe things were not peculiar to the Jews, but

belong to us finners of the Gentiles in thefe ends of
the earth. Chrift is ftill propofed to us ; to the fame

blelTings we are invited ; and I have the honour, my
dear brethren, of appearing among you as a fervant

of the Heavenly King, fent out to urge you to em-
brace the offer.

I doubt not but fundry of you have complied ; and
you are enriched and made for ever.

But, alas ! muft I not entertain a godly jealoufy

over fome of you ? have you not made light of Chrift

and falvation, to which you have been invited for fo

many years fucceflively ?

Your cafe is really lamentable, as I hope you will

fee before I have done ; and I moft fmcerely compaf-

fionate you from my heart. I now rife up in this fo-

lemn place with the defign to addrefs you with the

moft awful ferioufnefs, and the moft compaftionate

concern •, and did you know how much your happinefs

may depend upon it, and how anxious I am leaft I

fhould fail in the attempt, I am fure you could not

but pray for me, and pity me. If ever you regarded

a man in the moft ferious temper and addrefs, I beg
you would now regard what I am going to fay to you.

You cannot receive any benefit from this, or indeed

any other fubjed:, till you apply it to yourfelves. And
,

therefore,
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therefore, in order to reform you of the fin of making
light of Chrift and the gofpel,! muft firu: inquire who
are guilty of it. For this purpofe let us confider,

What it is to make light of Chrift and the invita-

tions of the gofpel.

I can think of no plainer way to difcover this, than

to inquire how we treat thofe things that we highly

efteem ; and alfo, by way of contraft, how we treat

thofe things which we make light of; and hence we
may difcover whether Chrift and the gofpel may be

ranked among the things we efteem, or thofe we dif-

regard.

I. Men are apt to remember and affedlionately think

of the things that they highly efteem-, but as for thofe

which they difregard, they can eafily forget them,

and live from day to day without a fingle thought

about them.

Now do you often affe(5lionately remember the

Lord Jefus, and do your thoughts often go after him }

do they pay him early vifits in the morning ^ do they

make frequent excurfions to him through the day ?

and do you lie down with him in your hearts at night ?

Is not the contrary evident as to many of you ? Can
you not live from day to day thoughtlefs of Jefus, and

your everlafting falvation ? Recolleft now, how many
afFedionate thoughts have you had of thefe things

through the week paft, or in this facred morning.

And can you indeed highly efteem thofe things which

you hardly ever think of? Follow your own hearts.

Sirs ; obferve which v/ay they moft naturally and free-

ly run, and then judge whether you m.ike light of the

gofpel or not, Alas 1 we cannot perfuade men to one

hour's ferious confideration what they ftiould do for an

intereft in Chrift-, we cannot perfuade them fo much
as to afford him only their thoughts, which are fuch

cheap things ; and yet they will not be convinced that

they make light of Chrift. And here lies the infatu-

ation of fin ; it blinds and befools men, fo that they

do not know what they think of, wlut they love, or

wJiat
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v.'hat they intend, much lefs do they know the habi-

tual bent of their fouls. They often imagine thcm-
felves free from thofe fins to which they are moft en-

flaved, and particularly they think themfelves inno-

cent of the crime of making light of the gofpel, v/hen

this is the very crime that is likely to deftroy them
for ever.

II. The things tliatmen value, if of fuch a nature

as to admit of publication, will be the frequent fub-

jecls of their difcourfe : the thoughts will command
the tongue, and furnifh materials for converfation.

But thofe things that they forget and difregard they

will not talk of.

Do not they therefore make light of Chrift and fal-

vation, who have no delight in converiing about them,

and hardly ever mention the name of Chrift but in a

trifling or prophane manner .'' They do not like the

company where divine things are difcourfed of, but

tiiink it precife and troublefome. They had much
rather be entertained with humourous tales and idle

flories, or talk about the affairs of the v/orld. They

are of the worlds fays St. John, thereforefpeak they of
the zvorld^ and the world heareth them, i John iv. §.

They are in their element in fuch converfation. Or
others may talk about religion ; but it is only about

the circumftances of it, as, " How fuch a man preach-

ed ; it was a very good or a bad fermon," &c. but they

care not to enter into the fpirit and fubftance of divine

things ; and if they fpeak of 'Chrift and experimental

religion, it is in an heartlefs, iniipid manner. And
do not fuch make light of the gofpel ^ and is not this

the charadler of many of you ?

III. Men make light of thofe things, if they are

of a practical nature which they only talk about, but

do not reduce into pradice.

Chriftianity was intended not to furnifh matter for

empty talkers, but to govern the heart and pra(5tice.

But are there not fome that only employ their tongues

about it, cfpecially when their fpirits are raifed with

liquor;^ .
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liquor, and then a torrent of noify religion breaks

from them. Watch their lives, and you will fee litde

appearance of chriftianity there. And do not thefe

evidently make light of Chrift, who make him the

theme of their drunken converfation, or who feem to

think that God fcnt his Son from heaven juil to fet

the v/orld a talking about him ? There is nothing in

nature that feems to me more abominable than this.

IV. We take the utmoft pains and labour to fecure

the things we value, and cannot be eafy v/hile our

property in them is uncertain -, but thofe things that

v/e think lightly of we care but little whether they be

ours or not.

Therefore, have not fuch of you made light of

Chrift and falvation, who have lived twenty or thirty

years uncertain v/hether you have an intereft in them,

and yet have been eafy and contented, and take no
method to be refolved ? Are all that hear me this

day determined in this important queftion, " What
fhall become of me when I die ?'* Are you all cer-

tain upon good grounds, and after a thorough trial,

that you fhall be faved ? O that you were ! but, alas

!

you know you are not. And do you think you would
bear this uncertainty about it, if you did not make
light of falvation ? No -, you would carefully exam.ine

yourfeives; you would diligently perufe the fcriptures

to find out the marks of thofe that fnall be faved

;

you would anxioufly confult thofe that could dire61: you,

and particularly pious minifters, v/ho wooid think it

the greateft favour you could do them to devolve fuch

an office upon them. But nov/ minifters may fit in

their ftudies for a whole year, and not ten perfons per-

haps in five hundred agreeably intrude upon them on
this moft important bufinefs.

O, Sirs, if the gofpel fhould pierce your hearts

indeed, you could not but cry out with the convifted

Jews, Men and brethren^ what /hall we do to befaved?
A(5ts ii. '^j. Paul, when awakened, cries out, in a

trembling confternation, Lard! what wilt thou have

w.e
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me to do ? But when fliall we hear fuch queilions

now-a-days ?

V. The things that men highly eftecm, deeply and

tenderly affed them, and excite fome motions in their

hearts ; but what they make light of, makes no im-

preffion upon them.

And if you did not make light of the gofpel, what
workings would there be in your hearts about it ?

what folemn, tender, and vigorous paflions would it

raife in you to hear fuch things about the world to

come ! what forrows would burft from your hearts at

the difcovery of your fins ! v/hat fear and aftonifli-

ment would feize you at the confideration of your mi-

fery ! what tranfpurts of joy and gratitude would you
feel at the glad tidings of falvation by the blood of

Chrift I what ftrong efficacious purpofes would be

raifed in you at the difcovery of your duty ! O what
hearers Ihould we have, were it not for this one fin,

the making light of the gofpel ! whereas now we are

in danger of wearying them, or preaching them afleep

with our moil folemn difcourfes about this momentous
affair. We talk to them of Chrift and falvation till

they grow quite tired of this dull old tale, and this

foolifnnefs of preaching. Alas ! little would one think,

from the air of carelefTnefs, levity, and inattention that

appears among them, that they were hearing fuch

weighty truths, or have any concern in them.

VI. Our eftimate of things may be difcovered by

the diligence and earneftnefs of our endeavours about

them. Thoie things which we highly value, we think

no pains too great to obtain ; but what we think light-

ly of we ufe no endeavours about, or we ufe them in

a languid carelefs manner.

And do not they make light of Chrift and falvation,

who do not exert themfelves in earneft to obtain them,

and think a great deal of every little thing they do

in religion? they are*ftill ready to cry out, " What
need of fo much pains ? we hope to be faved without

fo much trouble," And, though thefe may not be

fo
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fo honeft as to fpeak it out. It is plain from their tem-

per and pradice, they grudge all the fervice they do
for Chrift, as done to a mafter they do not love. They
love and efteem the world, and therefore for the world

they will labour and toil all day, and feem never to

think they can do too much: but for the God that

made them, for the Lord that bought them, and for

their everlafting falvation, they feem afraid of taking

too much pains. Let us preach to them as long as

we will, we cannot bring them in earneft to defire and

purfue after holinefs. Follow them to their houfes,

and you will hardly ever find them reading a chapter

in their Bibles, or calling upon God with their families,

fo much as once a day. Follovv^ them into their re-

tirements, and you will hear no penitent confeffions of

fin, no earneft cries for mercy. They will not allow

to God that one day in (^^tn which he has appropriat-

ed to his own immediate fervice, but they will (leal

and proftitute fome even of thofe facred hours for idle-

nefs, or worldly converfation, or bufinefs. And many
of them are fo malignant in wickednefs, that they will

reproach and ridicule others that are not fo made as

themfelves in thefe refpeds. And is not Chrift worth

feeking ? Is not eternal falvation worth fo much trou-

ble ? does not that man make light of thefe things

that thinks his eafe or carnal pleafure of greater impor- ,

tance? Let common fenfe judge.

VIL That which we highly value we think we
cannot buy too dear ; and we are ready to part with

every thing that comes in competition with it. The
merchant that found one pearl of great price, fold all

that he had to purchafe it. Matt. xiii. 46. but thofe

things that we make light of, we vi\\\ not part with

things of value for them.

Now, when Chrift and the bleffings of the gofpel

come in competition v/ith the world and fmful plea-

fures, you may know which you moft highly efteem,

by considering which you are moft ready to part with.

You are called to part with every thing that is incon-

fiftent
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fillent Vv'ith an intereft in Chrift, and yet many of yoti

will not do it. You arc called but to give God his

own, to refign all to his will, to let go all thofe profits

and pleafures which you muft either part with, or part

with Chrift, and yet your hearts cling to thefe things,

you grafp them eagerly, and nothing can tear them
from you. You muft have your pleafures, you muft
keep your credit in the vv^orld, you muft look to your

eftates, whatever becomes of Chrift and falvation ; as

if you could live and die better without Chrift than

without thefe things ; or as if Chrift could not make
you happy without them. And does not this bring

x!ci^ m.atter to an iftiie, and plainly ftiew that you m^ake

light of Chrift in comparifon with thefe things ? Chrift

himfelf has afllired you, over and over, that unlefs

you are willing to part with all for his fake, you can-

not be his difciples ; and yet, while you have the quite

contrary difpofition, you will pretend to be his difci-

ples ; as if you knew better what it is that conftituted

his difciples than he.

VIII. Thofe things which we highly value, we ftiall

be for helping our friends to obtain.

Do not thofe, then, make light of Chrift who do
not take half {o mucii pains to help their children to

an intereft in him, as to fet them up in credit in the

world, and leave them large fortunes ? They fupply

the outward wants of their families, but they take

little or no care about their everlafting falvation.

—

Alas ! Sirs, the negle(5led, ignorant, and vicious chil-

dren and fervants of fuch of you can witnefs againft

you, that you make very light of Chrift and falvation,

and their immortal fouls.

IX. That which men highly efteem they will fo

diligently purfue, tliat you may fee their regard for it

in their endeavours after it, if it be a matter within

their reach.

You may tlierefore fee that many m.ake light of

the gofpel by the little knowledge they have of it,

after a'l the means of inftrudlion with which they

have
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have been favoured. Alas! where is their improve-

ment ill holinefs ! how Httle do they know of their

own hearts, of God and Chrift, and the world to

come, and what they muft do to be faved ! Afk them
about thefe things, and you will find them ftupidly ig-

norant ; and yet they have fo much conceited know-
ledge that they will not acknowledge it ; or if they

do, they have no better excufe than to fay they are no

fchoiars, or they have a poor memory •, as if it requir-

ed extenfive learning, or a great genius to know the

things that are neceflary to falvation. O I if they had
not made light of thefe things \ if they had beilowed.

but half the pains upon them which they have taken

to underftand matters of trade and worldly bufinefs,

they would not be fo grofsiy ignorant as they are ?

When men that can learn the hardeft trade in a few
years, when men of bright parts, and perhaps confi-

derable learning, after living fo many years, are ft ill

mere novices in matters of religion, and do not fo

much as know the terms of life according to the gof-

pel, is it not plain that they care but little about thefe

things, and that they make light of the Son of God,
and all his ineftimable immortal bleffings ?

Thus I have offered you fufficient matter of con-

vl6lion in this affair. And what is the refult ? does

not confcience fmite fome of you by this time, and
fay, " I am the man that have made light of Chrift

and his gofpel ?" If not, upon v/hat evidence are

you acquitted } Some of you, I doubt not, can fay,

in the integrity of your hearts, " Alas ! I am too

carelefs about this important affair, but God knows I

am often deeply concerned about it -, God knows that

if ever I was in earnefl about any thing in all my life,

it has been about my everlafting flatc -, and there is

nothing in all the world that habitually lies fo near my
heart." But are there not fome of you whom con-

fcience does not accufe of this crime of too much care-

leffnefs about the gofpel, not becaufe you are innocent,

but becaufe you make fo very light of it, that you
G g will
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will make no thorough I'earch into it ? and does not

this alone prove you guilty ? I befeech fuch to confi-

der the folly of your condud. Do you then think to

excufe your crime, by being carelefs whether you are

guilty of it or not ? Can you avoid the precipice by
ihutting your eves ? If you difcover your fm now, it

may be of unfpeakable fervice, but if you now fhut

your eyes you mull fee it hereafter, when it will be

too late; when your convitiion will be your punifh-

mcnt. I befeech you alfo to confider the dreadful evil

of your conduft in making light of a Saviour. And
here I Ihall oiter fuch arguments to expofe its aggra-

vations as I am fure cannot fail to convince and aftonifh

you, if you aft like men of reafonand underllanding.

I. Confider you make light of him who did not

make light of you, when you deferved his final neg-

left of you. You were worthy of nothing but con-

tempt and abhorrence from him. As a man you are

but a worm to God, and as a finner you are viler than

a toad or a ferpent. Yet Chrlft was fo far from mak-
ing light of you, that he left his native heaven, be-

came a man of forrows, and died in the moil: exquifite

agonies, that a way might be opened for the falvation

of vour miferable foul : and can you make light of him
after ail his regard to you ^ What miracles of love

*nd mercy has he fhewn towards you, and can you
negled him after all ? Angels, who are lefs concern-

ed in thefe things than we, cannot but pry into them
with delightful wonder, i Peter i. 12. and fhall fin-

ners, who have the moft intimate perfonal concern in

them, make light of them ? This is a crime more
than devilifh •, for the devils never had a Saviour of-

fered to them., and confequently never could defpife

him. And can you live in a careleffnefs of Chriil all

your days, and yet feel no remorfe ?

II. Confider you make light of matters of the

grcatefi: excellency and im.portance in all the world.

O, Sirs, you know not what it is that you flight ; had

you known thefe things you would not have ventured

to
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to make light of them for ten thoufand worlds. As
Chrill faid to the woman of Samaria, If thou hadfi

known the gift vf God, and ivho it is that fpeaketh to

thee, thou ivouldeji have ajked of him living ivater. John
iv. 13. Had the Jews knoi^n, they 'xoidd ?iot have cru-

cified the Lord of Glory, i Cor. ii. 8. So had you
knov/n what Jefus is, you would not have made light

of him J he would have been to you the mcll; impor-

tant being in the univerfe. O had you b=en but one

day in heaven, and (ttw and felt the happinefs there!

or had you been one hour under the agonies of hell,

you could never more have trifled with falvation.

Here I find my thoughts run fo naturally into the

fame channel with thofe of the excellent Mr. Baxter,

about a hundred years ago, that you will allow me to

give a long quotation from him, that ycu may fee ia

•what light this great and good man viev.ed the neg-

ledled things which the gofpel brings to your ears.

His words are thefe ; and I am fare to me they have

been very weighty :
—" O, Sirs, they are no trifles or

jefting m.atters that the gofpel fpeaks of. I muil needs

profefs to you that when I have the moft ferious

thoughts of thefe things, I am ready to wonder that

fuch amazing matters do not overwhelm the fouls of

men : that the greatnefs of the fubjedl doth not fo

overmatch our underltandings and affeclions, as even

to drive men befide themfelves, but that God hath

always fomewhat allayed it by diflance; much more
do I wonder that men fhould be fo blockifn as to make
light of fuch things. O Lord, that men did but

knov/ what everlailing glcr\' and everlafiing torments

are ! would they then hear us as they do ? would they

read and think of thefe things as they do? I profefs

I have been ready to wonder when I have heard fuch

weighty things delivered, how people can forbear cry-

ing out in the congregation, and much more do I

wonder how they can rell:, till they have gone to their

miniflers and learned what they fhall do to be faved,

that this great buiinefs fhould be put out of doubt.

Othiii
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O that heaven and hell fliould work no more upon

men ! O that eternity iliould work no more ' O how
can you forbear when you are alone to think with

yourfelves what it is to be everlaftingly in joy or tor-

ment ! I wonder that fuch thoughts do not break your

fleep, and that they do not crowd into your minds

when you are about your labour ! I wonder how you

can almoft do any thing eli"e ! How can you have any

quietnefs in your minds ? how can you eat or drink, or

reft, till you have got fome ground of everlafting con-

folations ? Is that a man or a corpfe that is not afFecSi:-

ed v/ith matters of this moment? that can be readier

to fleep than to tremble, when he hears how he muft

itand at the bar of God ? Is that a man or a clod of

clay that can rife up and lie down without being deep-

ly afPedled with his everlafting lT:ate ? that can follow

his worldly buiinefs, and make nothing of the great

bufmefs of falvation or damnation, and that when he

knows it is fo hard at hand ? Truly, Sirs, when I

think of the weight of the matter, I wonder at the

beft faints upon earth, that they are no better, and do

jio more in fo weighty a cafe. 1 wonder at thofe whom
the world accounts more holy than needs, and fcorns

for making too much ado, that they can put off Chrift

and their fouls with io little j that they do not pour

out tlieir fouls in every prayer ; that they are not more

taken up with God \ that their thoughts are not more
ferious in preparation for their laft account, I wond«r

that they are not a thoufand times more ftridt in their

lives, and more laborious and unwearied for the crown

than they are. And for myfelf (fays that zealous,

fiaming, and indefatigable preacher) as I am afliamed

of my dull and carelefs heart, and of my flow and

unprofitable courfe of life, fo the Lord knows I am
afhamed of every fermon that I preach : when I think

what I am, and who fent me, and how much the fal-

vation and damnation of men is concerned in it, I am
ready to tremble, left God fhould judge me as a

flighter of his truth and the fouls of men, and left in

my
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my beft fermon I fhould be guilty of their blood.

Methinks we fhould not fpeak a word to men in mat-

ters of fuch confequence without tears, or the greateft

earneftnefs that pofTibly we can. Were we not too

much guilty of the fm which we reprove, it v/ould be

fo. Whether we are alone or in company, methinks

our end, and fuch an end, fhould ftill be in our mind,

and as before our eyes ^ and we fhould fooner forget

any thing, or fet light by any thing, or by all things,

than by this."

And now, my brethren, if fuch a man as this view-

ed thefe things in this light, O what fhall we, we lan-

guifhing carelefs creatures, what fliall we think of our-

felves .^ Into what a dead fleep are we fallen ! O let

the moft a6tive and zealous among us awake, and be a

thoufand times more earneft : and ye frozen-hearted,

carelefs finners, for God's fake awake, and exert your-

felves to good purpofe in the purfuit of falvation, or

you are loft to all eternity.

III. Confider whofe falvation it is you make light

of. It is your own. And do you not care what be-

comes of your own felves ? Is it nothing to you whe-

ther you be faved or damned for ever ? Is the natural

principle of felf-love extincfl in you ? Have you no
concern for your own prefervation ? Are you com-
menced your own enemies ? If you flight Chrift and

love fin, you virtually love death. Prov. viii. 36. You
may as well fay, " I will live, and yet neither eat nor

drink," as fay, " I will go to heaven, and yet make
light of Chrift." And you may as well fay this in

words as by your praiftice.

IV. Contider your fin is aggravated by profefling

to believe that gofpel which you make light of. For a

profefted infidel, that does not believe the fcripture-

revelation concerning Chrift, and a future ftate of re-

wards and puniihments, for fuch a one to be carelefs

about thefe things, would not be fo ftrangej but for

you that make thefe things your creed, and a part of

your religion, for you that call yourfelves chriftians,

and
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and have been baptized into this faith ; for you, I fay,

to make light of them, how aftonifhing ! how utterly

inexcufable ! What ! believe that you fhall live for

ever in the moli perfeft happinefs or exquifitc mifery,

and yet take no more pains to obtain the one, and ef-

cape the other ? What ! believe that the great and
dreadful God will fhordy be your judge, and yet make
no more preparation for it ? Either fay plainly, " I

am no chriftian, I do not believe thefe things j'* or elfe

let your hearts be afFeded with your belief, and let it

influence and govern your lives.

V. Confider what thofe things are which engrofs

your affedlions, and which tempt you to negledt Chrifl:

and your falvation. Have you found out a better

friend, or a more fubftantial and lafting happinefs than

his falvation ? O ! what trifles and vanities, what
dreams and fnadows are men purfuing, while they

negled the important realities of the eternal world !

If crowns and kingdoms, if all the riches, glories,

and pleafures of the world were infured to you as a

reward for making light of Chrift, you would even
then make the mofl: foolifli bargain poifible ; for what
are thefe in the fcale to eternal joy or eternal temped: ?

and whatfrdall it -profit a man if he gain even the whole

worlds andlofe his ownfoul? Matt. xvi. 26. But you
cannot hope for the ten thoufandth part; and will you
cafl: av/ay your fouls for this ? You that think it fuch

a great thing to live in riches, pleafures, and honours,

confider, is it fach a mighty happinefs to die rich ? to

die after a life of pleafure and honour ? Will it be

fuch a great happinefs to give an account for the life

of a rich fenfualift, rather than of a poor mortified

creature .'' Will Dives then be fo much happier than

I.azarus ? Alas I what does the rkheft, the highefl:,

the mofl: voluptuous (inner, what does he do, but lay

up treafures of Wrath againfl: the dav of wrath .'' O how
will the unhappy creatures torture themfelves for ever

with the moil: catting reflexions for felling their Savi-

our and their fouls for fuch trifles ! Let your fins

and
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and earthly enjoyments fave you then, if they can i let

them then do that for you which Chrift would have

done for you if you had chofen him. Then go and

cry to the gods you have chofen : let them deliver

you in the day of your tribulation.

VI. Your making light of Chrift and falvation is a

certain evidence that you have no intereft in them.

—

Chrift will not throw himfelf and his bleffings away

upon thofe that do not value them. " Thofe that

honour him he will honour -, but they that defpife him
fhall be lightly efteemed." i Sam. ii. 30. There is a

day coming, when you will feel you cannot do with-

out him i when you will hz\ yourfelves perifhing for

want of a Saviour; and then you may go and look

for a Saviour where you will j then you may iTiift for

yourfelves as you can -, he will have nothing to do

with you; the Saviour of Sinners will caft you off tor

ever. I tell you, Sirs, whatever eftimate you form

of thefe things, God thinks very highly of the blood

of his Son, and the bleffings of his purchafe ; and if

ever you obtain them, he will have you think highly

of them too. If you continue to make light of them,

all the world cannot fave you. And can you find fault

with God for denying you that which was fo little in

your account.

VII. And laftly, the time is haftening when you
will not think fo flightly of Chrift and falvation. O,
Sirs, when God fhall commillion death to tear your

guilty fouls out of your bodies, when devils fhall drag

you away to the place of torment, when you find

yourfelves condemned to everlafting fire by that Saviour

whom you now neglefr, what would you then give

for a Saviour.^ When divine juftice brings in its

heavy charges againft you, and you have nothing to

anfwer, how will you then cry, " O if I had chofen

Jefus for my Saviour, he would have anfwered all !'*

When you fee that the world has deferted you, that

your companions in fin have deceived themfelves and

you, and all your merry days are over for ever, would
you
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you not then give ten thoufand worlds for Chrift ?

And will you not now think him worthy of your efteem

and earneft purfuit ? Why will ye judge of things now
quite the reverfe of what you will do then, when you
will be more capable of judging rightly ?

And now, dear immortal fouls ! I have difcovered

the nature and danger of this common but unfufpeded

and unlamented fin, making light of Chrift. I have

delivered my mefTage, and now I muft leave it with

you, imploring the bleffing of God upon it. I can-

not follow you home to your houfes to fee what effedt

it has upon you, or to make application of it to each

of you in particular; but, O may your confciences un-

dertake this office! Whenever you fpend another

prayerlefs, thoughdefs day, whenever you give your-

feives up to finful pleafures, or an over-eager purfuit of

the world, may your confcience become your preacher,

and fling you with this expoftulation :
" Alas ! is this

the effeft of all I have heard ^ Do I ftill make light

of Chrift and the concerns of religion ? O what will

be the end of fuch a conduft !"

I cannot but fear after all, that fome of you, as

ufual, will continue carelefs and impenitent. Well,

when you are fufFering the punifhment of this fin in

hell, remember that you were warned, and acquit me
from being acceflary to your ruin. And when we all

appear before the fupreme Judge, and I am called to

give an account of my miniltry •, when I am afked,

" Did you warn thefe creatures of their danger ? Did
you lay before them their guilt in making light of thefe

things?" you will allow me to anfwer, " Yes, Lord,

I warned them in the beft manner I could, but they

would not believe me ; they would not regard what I

faid, though enforced by the authority of thy awful

name, and confirmed by thine own word." O ! Sirs,

muft I give in this accufation againft any of you ^

No, rather have mercy upon yourfelves, and have

mercy upon me, that I may give an account of you
with iov, and not with grief.

SERMON



SERMON VIIL

The Compaffion of Chrift to weak Believers.

Matt. xii. 20. A bruifed reed/hall he not break, and

fmoking flaxjhall he not quench,

THE Lord Jefus poflefles all thofe virtues in the

higheft perfedlion, which render him infinitely

amiable, and qualify him for the adminiftration of a

juft and gracious government over the world. The
virtues of mortals, when carried to a high degree^

very often run into thofe vices which have a kind of
affinity to them. " Right too rigid hardens into

wrong." Strift juftice fteels itfelf into exceffive feve-

rity •, and the man is loft in the judge. Goodnefs and
mercy fometimes degenerate into foftnefs and an irra-

tional compaffion inconfiftent with government. But
in Jefus Chrift thefe feemingly oppofite virtues center

and harmonize in the higheft perfedion, without run-
ning into extremes. Hence he is at once characterized

as a Lamb, and as the Lion of the tribe of Judah

:

a Lamb for gentlenefs towards humble penitents, and
a Lion to tear his enemies in pieces. Chrift is faid to

judge and make war. Rev. xix. 1 1. and yet he is called

The Prince of Peace. I fa. ix. 6. He will at length
fhew himfelf terrible to the workers of iniquity ; and
the terrors of the Lord are a very proper topic whence
to perfuade men •, but now he is patient towards all

men, and he is all love and tendernefs towards the

meaneft penitent. The meeknefs and gentlenefs of
Chrift is to be the pleafing entertainment of this day;
and I enter upon it with a particular view to thofe

mourning defponding fouls among us, whofe weak-
nefs renders them in great need of ftrong confolation.

To fuch in particular I addrefs the words of my text,

H h 4 bruifed
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A bruifed reedJhall he not breaks and fmoking flax JhaW
he noI quench.

This is a part of the Redeemer's charafter, as de-

lineated near three thoufand years ago by the evangeli-

cal prophet Ifaiah, Ifa. xlii. i—4, and it is exprefsly

applied to him by St. Matthew : Behold^ fays the Fa-
ther, my fervant whom I have chofen for the important

undertaking of faving the guilty fons of men i
" my

beloved, in whom my foul is well pleafed-," my very

foul is well pleafed v/ith his faithful difcharge of the

important office he has undertaken. / will put m^
fpirit upon him •, that is, I will completely furnifh him
by the gifts of my fpirit for his high charader -, and he

faalljhew judgment to the Gentiles i to the poor benight-

ed Gentiles he fhall fhsv/ the light of falvation.-, by re-

vealing the gofpel to them ; which, in the ftile of the

Old Teftament, may be called his judgments. Or he
v/ill fhew and execute the judgment of this world by
cafcing out its infernal prince, who had fo long exer-

cifed an extenfive cruel tyranny over it. He Jhall not

ftrive nor cry^ neither fljall any man hear his voice in the

Jireets ; that is, though he enters the world as a mighty
prince and conqueror to eftabliih a kingdom of righte-

oufnefs, and overthrov/ the kingdom of darknefs, yet

he will not introduce it with the noify terrors and

thunders of war, but fhall fliew himfelf mild and gen-

tle as the prince of peace. Or the connexion may
lead us to underftand thefe words in a different fenfe,

namely, He fnall do nothing v/ith clamorous oftenta-

tion, nor proclaim his wonderful works, when it fhall

anfv/er no valuable end. Accordingly the verfe of our

text ftands thus con-uecffced : Great tnultitudes followed

him ', and he healed them all, and charged them that they

fhoidd not make him known. Hhat it might be fulfilled

which was fpoken by Ifaiah the prophet, faying,—He
fhall not cry, neither (hall any man hear his voice in the

jireets ; that is, he Ihall not publifh his miracles with

noify triumph in the ftreets, and other pubhc places.

And when it is faid, He jhall not Jirive, it may refer

to



Scrm. 8. to weak Believers. 235

to his inoffenfive paffive behaviour towrvrds his ene-

mies that were plotting his death. For thus we may-

conned: this quotation from Ifaiah with the precedin-g

hiftory in the chapter of our text : T/jen the Pkarifecs

went out, and held a council againfi him, how they might

dejlroy him. But when Jufes knew it^ inftead of pray-

ing to his Father for a guard of angels, or employing

his own miraculous power to deftroy them, he with-

drew himfelf from thence-,—that it might be fulfilled

which was fpoken by the prophet Ifaiah^ faying.^—He
(hall not Jtrive.

The general meaning of my text feems to be con-

tained in this obfervation :
" That the Lord Jefus

has the tendered and moft compafTionate regard to the

feebleft penitent, however opprefied and dcfponding ;

and that he v/ill approve and cheriili the Jeaft fpark of

true love towards himfelf.

The bruifed reed feems naturally to reprefent a foul

at once feeble in itfelf, and crufhed with a burden ; a

foul both weak and oppreffed. The reed is a flender

frail vegetable in itfelf, and therefore a very proper

image to reprefent a foul that is feeble and weak. A
bruifed reed is llill more frail, hangs its head, and is

unable to ftand without fome prop. And v/hat can be

a more lively emblem of a poor foul, not only, weak
in itfelf, but bov.'ed down and broken under a load of

/in and forrow, that doops and finks, and is unable to

ftand without divine fupport ? Strength miay bear up
under a burden, or ftruggle with it, till it has thrown

it off; but opprefied weaknefs, frailty under a bur-

den, what can be more pitiable ? and yet this is the

cafe of many a poor penitent. He is weak in him-

felf, and in the mean time crufhed under an heavy

weight of guilt and diftrefs.

And what would become of fuch a frail oppr^ffed

creature, if, inftead of raifing him up and fiipporting

him, Jefus ihould tread and crufh him under the foot

of his indignation .^ But though a reed, efpecially a

-bruifed reed, is an infignificant thing, of little or no
life.
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ufe, yet " a bruifed reed he will not break," but he

raifes it up with a gentle hand, and enables it to ftand,

though weak in itfelf, and eafily cruflied in ruin.

Perhaps the imagery, when drawn at length, may
be this: " The Lord Jefus is an almighty conqueror,

inarches in ftate through our world ; and here and
there a bruifed reed lies in his way. But inftead of

difregarding it, or trampling it under foot, he takes

care not to break it : he raifes up the drooping draw,
trifling as it is, and fupports it with his gentle hand."

Thus, poor broken-hearted penitents, thus he takes

care of you, and fupports you, worthlefs and trifling

as you are. Though you feem to lie in the way of
his juftice, and it might tread you with its heavy foot,

yet he not only does not crufh you, but takes you up,

and infpires you with itrength to bear your burden,

and flourifh again.

Or perhaps the imagery may be derived from the

pradice of the ancient fhepherds, who were wont to

amufe themfelves with the mufic of a pipe of reed or

ftraw j and when it was bruifed they broke it, or threw
it away as ufelefs. But the bruifed reed fhall not be
broken by this divine Shepherd of fouls. The mufic

of broken fighs and groans is indeed all that the broken
reed can afford him : the notes are but low, melan-

choly, and jarring: and yet he will not break the in-

ftrument, but he will repair and tune it, till it is fit to

join in the concert of angels on high ; and even now
its humble flrains are pleafing to his ears. Surely

every broken heart among us muft revive, v/hile con-

templating this tender and moving imagery !

The other emblem is equally fignificant and affe<5l-

ing. 'Thefmohngflax Jhall he not quench. It feems to

be an allufion to the wick of a candle or lamp, the

flame of which is put out, but it flill fmokes, and re-

tains a little fire, which may again be blown into a

flame, or rekindled by the application of more fire.

Many fuch dying fnuffs or fmoking wicks are to be

found in the candlefticks of the. churches, and in t)ie

lamps
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lamps of the fanduary. The flame of divine love is

juft expiring, it is funk into the focket of a corrupt

heart, and produces no clear fteady blaze, but only a

fmoke that is difagreeable, although it fhews that a

fpark of the facred fire ilill remains -, or it produces a

faint quivering flame that dies away, then catches and

revives, and feems unwilling to be quenched entirely.

The devil a!id the world raife many fl:orms of temp-

tation to blov/ it out; and a corrupt heart, like a foun-

tain, pours out water to quench it. But even this

fmoking flax, this dying fnufF, Jefus will not quench,

but he blows it up into a flame, and pours in the oil

of his grace to recruit and nourifli it. He walks

among the golden candlefticks, and trims the lamps

cf his fanduary. V/here he finds empty veflels with-

out oil or a fpark of heavenly fire, like thofe of t\\(t

foolifli virains, he breaks the veflels, or throws them
out of his houfe. But where he finds the leafl: fpark

cf true grace, where he difcovers but the glimpfe of
iincere love to him, where he fees the principle oftrue

piety, which, though jufi: expiring, yet renders the

heart fufceptive of divine love, as a candle jufl: put
out is eafily rekindled, there he will ftrengthen the

things which remain, and are ready to die : he will

blow up the dying fnufi-' to a lively flame, and caufe it

to fhine brighter and brighter to the perfedl day.

Where there is the Icafl: principle of true holinefs he
will cherifli it. He will furnifli the expiring lamp
with frefh fupplies of the oil of grace, and of hea-

venly fire •, and all the fl:orms that beat upon it fliall

liOt be able to put it out, becaufe fneltered by his

hand.

I hope, my dear brethren, fome ofyou begin already

to feel the pleafing energy of this text. Are you not

ready to fay, " Blefl'ed Jefus ! is this thy true charac-

ter ? Then thou art jufl: fuch a Saviour as I want, and

I mofl: willingly give up myfelf to thee." You are

fenfible you are at befl: but a bruifed reed, a feeble,

fhattered, ufelefs thing •, an untuneable, broken pipe

of
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of ftraw, that can make no proper mufic for the en-

tertainment of your divine fhepherd. Your heart is

at befl: but fmokinf?- flax, where the love of God often

appears like a dying fnufr; or an expiring flame that

quivers and catches, and hovers over the lamp, jufl

ready to go out. Such fome of you probably feel

yourfelves to be. Well, and what think ye of Chriil ?

" He will not break the bruifed reed, nor quench the

fmoking flax ;" and therefore, may not even your guil-

ty eyes look to this gentle Saviour with encouraging

hope ? May you not fay to him, with the fv/eet finger

of Ifrael, in his lail moments. He is all my falvatioHy

and all my defire. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5.

In profecuting this fubjedt I intend to illuftrate the

charafter of a weak believer, as reprefented in my text,

and then to illuftrate the care and compafnon of Jefus

Chrift even for fuch a poor weakling.

I. I am to illuftrate the charafter of a weak believer

as reprefented in my text by " a bruifed reed, and

fmoking flax."

The metaphor of a bruifed reed, as I obferved, feems

moft naturally to convey the idea of a ftate of weak-

nefs and opprefTion. And therefore in iiluftrating it

I am naturally led to defcribe the various weaknefles

which a believer fometimes painfully feels, and to point

out the heavy burdens which he fometimes groans un-

der j I fay, fometimes, for at other times even the

weak believer finds himfelf ftrong, ftrong in the Lord^

and in the power of his mighty and fircngthened with

might by the Spirit in the inner man. The joy of the

Lord is his ftrength ; and he " can do all things

through Chrift ftrengthening him." Even the op-

prefled believer at times feels himfelf delivered from

his burden, and he can lift up his drooping head, and

walk upright. But, alas! the burden returns, and

crufhes him again. And under fome burden or other

many honeft-hearted believers groan out the moft part

of their lives.

Let
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Let us now fee what are thofe vveaknefles which a

believer feels and laments. He finds himfelf weak in

knowledge-, a fimple child in the knowledge of God
and divine things. He is weak in love j the facred

flame does not rife with a perpetual fervor, and difFufe

itfelf through all his devotions, but at times it lan-

guifhes and dies av/ay into a fmoking fnuff. He is

weak in faith -, he cannot keep a ftrong hold of the

Almighty, cannot fufpend his all upon his promifes

with cheerful confidence, nor build a firm immoveable

fabric of hope upon the rock Jefus Chrift. He is

weak in hope-, his hope is dafhed with rifing billows

of fears andjealoufies, and fom.etimes juft overfet. He
is weak in joy ; he cannot extradt the fweets of chrif-

tianity, nor tafte the comforts of his religion. He is

weak in zeal for God ond the interefts of his kingdom -,

he would wifh himfelf always a flaming feraph, always

glowing with zeal, always unwearied in ferving his

God, and promoting the defigns of redeeming love

in the world-, but, alas! at times his zeal, with his

love, languifhes and dies av/ay into a fmoking fnufl^.

He is weak in repentance -, troubled with that plague

of plagues, an hard heart. He is weak in the con-

flict with indwelling fin, that is perpetually making
infurredions within h"m. He is weak in refifting

temptations -, which crowd upon him from without,

and are often likely to overwhelm him. He is v/eak

in courage to encounter the king of terrors, and ven-

ture through the valley of the fliadow of death. He
is weak in prayer, in importunity, in filial boldnefs in

approaching the mercy-feat. He is weak in abilities

to endeavour the converfion of finners, and fave fouls

from death. In fhort, he is weak in every thing in

which he flioukl be ftrong. H^e has indeed, like the

church of Philadelphia, a little ftrength j Rev. iii. 8.

and at times he feels it; but O ! it feems to him much
too little for the work he has to do. Thefe weaknefles

or defetfls the believer feels, painfully and tenderly

feels, and bitterly laments. A fenfe of them, keeps

him
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him upon his guard ngainft temptations : he is not

venturefome in rufhing into the combat. He would
not parley with temptation, but would keep out of
its way; nor would he run the rifK of a defeat by an.

odentatious experiment of his ftrength. This fenfe

of weaknefs alfo keeps him dependent upon divine

ftrength. He clings to that fupport given to St. Paul
m an hour of hard conflid:. My grace is fufjicient for
thee ; for myfirength is made perfeSl in weaknefs \ and
when a {^^ixk. of his weaknefs has this happy efFe6l upon
him, then with St. Paul he has reafon to fay, When I
am iveak, then am Iftrong. 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10.

I fay the believer feels and laments thefe weaknefies

;

and this is the grand diftintflion in this cafe between
Iiim and the reft of the world. They are weak too;

much weaker than he ; nay, they have, properly, no
fpiritual ftrength at all ; but, alas ! they do not feel

their weaknefs, but the poor vain creatures boail: of

their ftrength, and think they can do great things

when they are difpofed for them. Or if their repeat-

ed falls and defeats by temptation extort them to a

confeffion of their weaknefs, they plead it rather as an

excufe, than lament it as at once a crime and a cala-

mity. But the poor believer tries no fuch artifice to

extenuate his guilt. He is fenfible that even his weak-
nefs itfelf has guilt in it, and therefore he laments it

with ingenuous forrows among his other fins.

Now, have I not delineated the very chara(fter of
fome of you ? fuch weaklings, fuch frail reeds you
feel yourfelves to be. Well, hear this kind aiTurance,

*' Jefus will not break fuch a feeble reed, but he will

fupport and ftrengthen it."

But you perhaps no" only feel you are weak, but

you are opprefled with fome heavy burden or other.

You are not only a reed for weaknefs, but you are a

bruifed reed, trodden under foot, crufiied under a load.

Even this is no unufual or difcouraging cafe ; for.

The weak believer often feels himfelf crufhed under

fome heavy burden. The frail reed is often bruifed ',

bruifed.
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bruifed under a due fenfe of guilt. Guilt lies heavy

at times upom his confcience, and he cannot throw it

off. Bruifed with a fenfe of remaining fin, which he

finds frill ftrong within him, and which at times pre-

vails, and treads him under foot. Bruifed under a

burden of wants, the want of tendernefs of heart, of

ardent love to God and mankind, the want of hea-

venly-mindednefs and victory over the world j the

want of condu6l and refolution to direft his behaviour

in a paffage fo intricate and difficult, and the want of

nearer intercourfe with the Father and his fpirit : in

fhort, a thoufand preffing v/ants crufh and bruife him.

He alfo feels his fhare of the calamities of life in com-
mon with other men. But thefe burdens I iball take

no farther notice of, becaufe they are not peculiar to

him as a believer, nor do they lie heavieft upon his

heart. He could eafily bear up under all the calami-

ties of life if his fpiritual wants were fupplied, and

the burden of guilt and fin were removed. Under
thefe lafl; he groans and finks. Indeed thefe burdens

lie with all their full weight upon the world around

him-, but they are dead in trefpafles and fins, and feel

them not : they do not groan under them, nor labour

for deliverance from them. They lie contented under

them, with more fiiupidity than beafts of burden, till

)

they fink under the intolerable load into the depth of ^

mifery. But the poor believer is not fo ftupid, and

his tender heart feels the burden, and groans under

it. We that are in this tabernacle^ fays St. Paul, do

groan, being burdened. 2 Cor. v. 4. The believer un-

derftands feelingly that pathetic exclamation, O wretch-

ed man that I am ! who Jhall deliver mefrom the body of
this death? Rom. vii. 24. He cannot be eafy till his

confcience is appeafed by a well-attefl:ed pardon through

the blood of Chrifl:; and the fins he feels working

within him ar6 a real burden and uneafinefs to him,

though they fliould never break out into adion, and

publicly difhonour his holy profefiron.

I i And
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And Is not this the very character of Tome poor
oppreiTed creatures among you ? I hope it is. You
may look upon your cafe to be very difcouraging, butJ

Jefus looks upon it in a more favourable light ; he
looks upon you as proper objedls of his compaffionate

care. Bruifed as you are, he will bind you up, and
fupport you.

II. But I proceed to take a view of the charadet

of a v/eak chriftian, as reprefented in the other me-
taphor in my text, namely, fmoking flax. The idea

moft naturally conveyed by this metaphor is, that of
grace true and fincere, but languifhing and juft expir-

ing, like a candle jufl blown out, which ftill fmokes.

and retains a feeble fpark of fire. It fignifies a fuf-

ceptibility of a farther grace, or a readinefs to catch

that facred fire, as a candle juft put out is eafily re-

kindled. This metaphor therefore leads me to de-

fcribe the reality of religion in a low degree, or to de-

imeate the true chriftian in his moft languiihing hours.

And in fo doing I fliall mention thofe difpofitions and
cxercifes which the weakeft chriftian feels, even in

thefe melancholy feafons j for even in thefe he widely

differs ftill from the rooft poliftied hypocrite in his

higheft improvements. On this fubjedt let me folicit

your moftferious attention; for,, if you have the leaft

fpark of real religion within you, you are now likely

to difccver it, as I am- not going to rife to the high
attainments of chriftians of the firft rank, but to ftoop

to the charader of the meaneft. Now the peculiar

difpofitions and exercifes of heart which fuch in fome
meafure feel, you may difcover from the following,

fhort hiftory of their cafe.

The weak chriftian in fuch languiiliing hours does

indeed fometimes fall into fuch a ftate of carelefiliefs

and infenfibility, that he has very few and but fuper-

ficial exercifes of mind about divine things. But ge-

nerally he feels an uneafnefs, an emptinefs, an anxiety

within, under which he droops and pines away, and
ajl the world cr.nnot heal the difeafe. He has chofen

the
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the blefled God as his fupreme happinefs; and, v/hen

he cannot derive happinefs from that fource, all the

fvveets of created enjoyments become infipid to him,

and cannot fill up the prodigious void which the ab-

fence of the Supreme Good leaves in his craving foul.

Sometimes his anxiety is indiftindt and confufed, and

he hardly knows what ails him -, but at other times he

feels it is for God, the living God, that his foul pants.

The evaporations of this fmoking flax naturally af-

cend towards heaven. He knows that he never can

be happy till he can enjoy the communications of divine

love. Let him turn which v.'ay he will, he can find

no folid eafe, no reft, till he comes to this center again.

Even at fuch times he cannot be thoroughly recon-

ciled to his fins. He may be parleying with fome of

them in an unguarded hour, and feem to be negociat-

ing a peace ; but the truce is foon ended, and they

are at variance again. The enmity of a renewed heart

foon rifes againft this old enemy. And there is this

circumftance remarkable in the believer's hatred and

oppofition to fin, that they do not proceed principally^

much lefs entirely, from a fear of punifhment, bufe

from a generous fenfe of its intrinfic bafenefs and in-

gratitude, and its contrariety to the holy nature of

God. This is the ground of his hatred to fin, and

forrow for it ; and this fiiews that there is at leaft a

fpark of true grace in his heart, and that he does not

a6l altogether from the low, interefted, and mercenary

principles of nature.

At fuch times he is very jealous of the fincerity of

his religion, afraid that all his pafi: experiences were

delufive, and afraid that, if he fiiould die in his pre-

fent ftate, he would be for ever miferr«ble. A very

anxious ftate is this ! The ftupid world can lie fecurc

while this grand concern lies in the moft dreadful fuf-

pence. But the tender-hearted believer is not capable

of fuch fool-hardinefs: he fiiudders at the thought of

everlafting feparation from that God and Saviour

whom he loves. He loves himj and therefore the

fear
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fear of feparation from him, fills him with all the

anxiety of bereaved love. This to him is the mofi;

painful ingredient of the puniihment of hell. Hell
would be a fevenfold hell to a lover of God, becaufe

it is a ftate of banifhment from him whom he loves.

He could for ever languifh and pine away under the

confuming diftrefles of widowed love, which thofe

that love him not cannot feel. And has God kindled

the facred flame in his heart in order to render him
capable of the more exquifite pain .? Will he exclude

from his prefence the poor creature that clings to him,
and languiflies for him ? No, the flax that does but

fmoke with his love was never intended to be fuel for

hell ; but he will blow it up into a flame, and nourifli

it till it mingles with the feraphic ardors in the region

of perfed love.

The weak believer feems fometimes driven by the

tempefts of Jurt and temptation from off the rock

Jefus Chrift. But he makes towards it on the fl:ormy

billows, and labours to lay hold upon it, and recover

his fl:ation there; for he is fenfible there is no other

foundation of fafety, but that without Chrift he muft

perifla for ever. It is the habitual difpofition of the

believer's foul to depend upon Jefus Chrift alone. He
retains a kind of direcflion or tendency towards him,

like the needle touched with the load-ftone towards

the pole ; and, if his heart is turned from its courfe,

it trembles and quivers till it gains its favourite point

again, and fixes there. Sometimes indeed a confci-

oufnefs of guilt renders him fliy of his God and Savi-

our J and after fuch bafe ingratitude he is aftiamed to

go to him : but at length neceflity as well as inclina-

tion conftrains him, and he is obliged to cry out. Lord,

to whom Jhail I go^ thou hcfi the words of eternal life.

John vi. 68. " In thee alone I find reft to my foul -,

and therefore to thee I muft fly, though I am afliamed

and confounded to a.ppear in thy prefence."

In fhort, the weakeft chriftian upon earth fenfibly

feels that his comfort rifes and falls, as he hves nearer

to
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to or farther from his God. The love of God has

fuch an habitual predominancy even in his heart, that

nothing in the world, nor even all the world together

can fill up his place. No, when he is gone, heaven

and earth cannot replenifh the mighty void. Even
the weakeft chriftian upon earth longs to be delivered

from fin, from all fin without exception •, and a body

of death hanging about him is the burden of his life.

Even the poor jealous languifi:iing chriftian has his

hope, all the little hope that he has, built upon Jefus

Chrift. Even this fmoking flax fends up fome exha-

lations of lov Awards heaven. Even the poor crea-

ture that oft-. ars he is altogether a flave to fin,

honeftly, though feebly, labours to be holy, to be

holy as an angel, yea, to be holy as God is holy. He
has an heart that feels the attraftive charms of holi-

nefs, and he is fo captivated by it, that fin can never

recover its former place in his heart : no, the tyrant is

for ever dethroned, and the believer would rather die

than yield himfeif a tame flave to the ufurped tyranny

a^ain.

Thus I have delineated to you in the plaineft man-
ner I could, the charadler of a weak chriftian. Some
of you I am afraid cannot lay claim even to this low
charader. If fo, you may be fure you are not true

chriftians, even of the loweft rank. You may be fure

you have not the leaft fpark of true religion in your
hearts, but are utterly deftitute of it.

But fome of you, I hope, can fay, " Well, after

all my doubts and fears, if this be the character of a

true, though weak chriftian, then I may humbly hope
that I am one. I am indeed confirmed in it that I am
lefs than the leaft of all other faints upon the face of
the earth, but yet I fee that I am a faint ; for thus has

my heart been exercifed, even in my dark and lan-

guifhing hours. This fecret uneafinefs and pining

anxiety, this thirft for God, for the living God, this

tendency of foul towards Jefus Chrift, this implacable

enmity to fin, this panting and ftruggling after holinefs

;

thefe
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thefe things Have I often felt." And have you in-

deed ? then away with your doubts and jealoufies

!

away with your fears and defpondencies ! There is

at leaft an immortal fparic kindled in your hearts,

which the united power of men and devils, of fin and

temptation, (hall never be able to quench. No, it

fhall yet rife into a flame, and burn with feraphic ar-

dors for ever.

For your farther encouragement I proceed,

II. To illuftrate the care and compafTion of Jefus

Chrift for fuch poor weaklings as you.

This may appear a needlefs tafk to fome ; for who
Is there that does not believe It ? But to fuch would
I fay, it is no eafy thing to eftabllfh a trembling foul

in the full belief of this truth. It is eafy for one that

does not fee his danger, and does not ftz\ his extreme

need of falvatior), and the difficulty of the work, to

believe that Chrifl is willing and able to fave him.

But O I to a poor foul, deeply fenfible of its condition,

this is no eafy matter. Befides, the heart may need

to be more deeply affeiled with this truth, though the

underftanding (hould need no farther arguments of the

fpeculative kind for its conviftion ; and to imprefs this

truth is my prefent defign.

For this purpofe I need but read and paraphrafe tQ

you a few of the many kind declarations and aflurances

which Jefus has given us in his word, and relate the

happy experiences of fome of his faints there recorded,

who found him true and faithful to his word.

The Lord Jefus feems to have a peculiar tendernefs

for the poor, the mourners, the broken-hearted; and

thefe are peculiarly the objefls of his mediatorial office.

The Lord hath anointed me^ fays he, to preach good tid-

ings to the meek ; he hath fent me all the way from my
native heaven down to earth, upon this compaffionate

errand, to hind up the broken-hearted^ to appoint unto

them that mourn in Zion^ to give unto them beauty for

afhes, the oil of joy for mournings the garment of praife

for the fpirit of heavinefs. I fa. ixi. 1—3. Thus faith

the
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the Lord^ in ftrains of majefty that become him, the

heaven is my throne^ and the earth is my footjlool : where

is the houje that ye build unto me? and where is the place

of my rejt ? For all thefe things hath my hand made^

faith the Lord. Had he fpoken uniformly in this ma-
jeftic language to us guilty worms, the declaration

might have overwhelmed us with awe, but could not

have infpired us with hope. But he advances himfelf

thus high, on purpofe to let us fee ho\y low he can

ftoop. Hear the encouraging fequel of this h'S ma-
jeftic fpeech : To this man will f look, even to him that

is poor, and of a contrite fpirit, and trembleth at my
word. Let heaven and earth wonder that he will look

down through all the fhining ranks of angels, and
look by princes and nobles, to fix his eye upon this

man, this poor man, this contrite, broken-hearted,

trembling creature. Ifa. Ixvi. i, 2. He loves to dwell

upon this fubjedt, and therefore you hear it again in

the fame prophecy :
" Thus faith the high and lofty

One that inhabiteth eternity, whofe name is holy,
—

"

what does he fay ?—/ dwell in the high and holy place.

Ifa. Ivii. 15. This is faid in charadler. This is a

dwelling in fome meafure worthy the inhabitant. But
O ! will he ftoop to dwell in a lower manfion, or pitch

his tent among mortals ? yes, he dwells not only in

his high and holy place, but alfo with him that is of a
contrite and humblefpirit, to revive thefpirit of the hum-
ble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. He
charges Peter to feed his lambs as well as his fheep -,

that is, to take the tendereft care even of the weakeft

in his flock. Johny.y^. 15. And he feverely rebukes

the fhepherds of Ifrael, Becaufe, fays he, ye have not

firengthened the difeafed, neither have ye healed that

which wasfick, neither haveye bound up that which was
broken. Ezek. xxxiv. 4. But what an amiable reverfe

is the character of the great Shepherd and Bifhop of
fouls ! Behold, fays Ifaiah, the Lord will come with a

firong hand, and his arm fhall rulefor him : behold his

reward is zvith him, end his work before him. How
juftly
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juftly may we tremble at this proclamation of the ap-

proaching God ! for who can ftand when he appeareth ?

But how agreeably are our fears difappointed in what
follows ! If he comes to take vengeance on his ene-

mies, he alfo comes to fliew mercy to the meaneft of

his people. He jhall feed his flock like a fhepherd: he

Jhall gather the lambs with his arm^ and carry them in

his bofom^ andfloall gently lead thofe that are withyoung ;

Ifa. xl. 10, II. that is, he ftiall exercife the tendered

and moft compaflionate care towards the meaneft and

weakeft of his flock, tie looked down^ fays the Pfalmift,

from the height of his fan£iuary ; from heaven did the

Lord behold the earthy not to view the grandeur and

pride of courts and kings, nor the heroic exploits of

conquerors, but to hear the groaning of the prifoner^ to

loofe thofe that are appointed to die. He will regard the

prayer of the defiitute^ and not defpife their prayer. This

/hall be written for the generation to come. JPfalm cii,

1
7—20. It was written for your encouragem.ent, my

brethren. Above three thoufand years ago this en-

couraging paflage was entered into the facred records

for the fupport of poor defponding fouls in Virginia,

in the ends of the earth. O what an early provident

care does God fhew for his people ! There are none

of the feven churches of Afia fo highly commended
by Chrift as that of Philadelphia; and yet in com-
mending her, all he can fay is, " Thou haft a Httle

ftrength.'* Iknow thy works -., behold I have fet before

thee an open door^ and no man can fhut it., for thou hafi

a little firength. Rev. iii. 8, O how acceptable is a

little ftrength to Jefus Chrift, and how ready is he to

improve it ! He giveth power to thefaint., fays Ifaiah,

and to them that have no might he increafeth firength.

Ifa. xl. 29. Hear farther what words of grace and

truth flowed from the lips of Jefus: Come unto me all

ye that labour and are heavy laden , and I will giveyou

reft \ for I am meek and lowly in heart. Matt. xi. 28, 29.

Hi'tn that cometh unto me., I will in no wife cafl out. John
vi. 57. If any ?nan thirft., let him come unto me and

drink.
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drink. John vii. o^-] . Let him that is athirfi come\ and
whofoever will^ let him come and take of the water of
life freely. Rev. xxii. 17. O what ftrong confolation

is here ! what exceeding great and precious promifes

are thefe ! I might ealily add to the catalogue, but
thefe may fuffice.

Let us now fee how his people in every age have
ever found thefe promifes made good. Here David
may be confulted, infiar omnium., and he will tell you,

pointing to himfelf. This -poor man cried., and the Lord
heard and delivered him out of all his troubles, Pfalm
xxxiv. 6. St. Paul, in the midft of afflidlion, calls

God the Father of mercies^ arid God of all comfort ., who
comforteth us in all our tribtdation. 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. God.,

fays he, that comforteth thofe that are caft down^ com-

fortethiis. 2 Cor. vii. 6. What a fweetly emphatical

declaration is this !
" God the comforter of the hum-

ble, comforted us*." He is not only the Lord of
hofts, the King of kings, the Creator of the world,

but among his more auguft charaders he aflumes this

title, " The Comforter of the humble." Such Saint

Paul found him in an hour of temptation, when he
had this fupporting anfwer to his repeated prayer for

deliverance. My grace is fufficient for thee •, for my
ftrength is made perfect in weaknefs. 2 Cor. xii. 9. Since

this was the cafe, fince his weaknefs was more than
fupplied by the ftrength of Chrift, and was a foil to

{^t it off, St. Paul feems quite regardlefs what infir-

mities he laboured under. Nay, mofi gladly^ fays he,

will I rather glory in my infirmities., that the power of

Chrifi may reft upon me. Therefore I take pleafitre in in-

firmities—for when 1 am weak^ then am Ifirong. He
could take no pleafure in feeling himfelf weak; but
the mortification was made up by the pleafure he found
in leaning upon this almighty fupport. His wounds
were painful to him ; but, O ! the pleafure he found

in feeling this divine phyfician dreffing his wounds,

Kk in

* This is a more literal tranflation of— »' 'arci^xKxhui r^r T^irif^j
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in fome meafure fwallowed up the pain. It was pro-

bably experience, as well as infpiration, that didlated

to the apoftle that amiable character of Chrift, that he

is a merciful and faithful hig.b-prieji, who being himfelf

tempted., knows how to fuccour them that are tempted,

Heb. ii. 17, 18. And we have not an high-prieji which

cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.,

but was in all points tempted like as we are., yet without

fin. Heb. iv. 15.

But why need I multiply arguments ? Go to his

crofs, and there learn his love and compaffion, from
his groans and wounds, and blood, and death. Would
he hang there in fuch agony for finners if he were not

willing to fave them, and cherifh every good principle

in them ? There you may have much the fame evi-

dence of his compallion as Thomas had of his refur-

reclion ; you may look into his hands, and fee the

print of the nails ; and into his fide, and fee the fear

of the fpear j which loudly proclaim his readinefs to

pity and help you.

And now, poor trembling doubting fouls, what
hinders but you (hould raife up your drooping head,

and take courage .'' May you not venture your fouls

into fuch companionate and faithful hands ? Why
fhould the bruifed reed Ihrink from him, when he

comes not to tread it down, but raife it up ?

As I am really folicitous that impenitent hearts

among us fhould be pierced with the medicinal anguifh

and forrow of conviction and repentance, and the moft
friendly heart cannot form a kinder widi for them, fo

I am truly folicitous that every honefl; foul, in which
there is the leaft fpark of true piety, fhould enjoy the

pleafure of it. It is indeed to be lamented that they

who have a title to fo much happinefs fhould enjoy fo

httle of it ', it is very incongruous that they fliould

go bowing the head in their way towards heaven, as

if they were haflening to the place of execution, and
that they fhould ferve fo good a mafter with fuch heavy

hearts. O lift up the hands that hang down, and

flrengthen
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ilrengthen the feeble knees! Comfort ye, comfort ye my
people, faith your God. Be flrcng in the Lord., and in

the -power of his might. Truft in your all-fufficient

Redeemer, truft in him though he fhould flay you.

And do not indulge caufelels doubts and fears con-

cerning your fincerity. "When they arife in your minds

examine them, and fearch whether there be any fuffi-

cient reafon for them; and if you difcover there is

not, then reje(5t them and fet them at defiance, and

entertain your hopes in fpite of them, and fay with

the Pfalmift, Why art thou cafl down, O my foul, and

why art thou difquieted within me ? Hope thou in God,

for I (hall yet praife him, the health of my countenance,

and my God. Pfalm xliii. 11.

SERMON IX.

The Connexion between Prefent Holinefs and Future

Felicity.

Heb. xil. 14. Follow—holinefs; without which no man
fhall fee the Lord.

AS the human foul was originally defigned for the

enjoyment of no lefs a portion than the ever-

blefled God, it was formed with a ftrong innate ten-

dency towards happinefs. It has not only an eagep

fondnefs for exiftence, but for fome good to render its

exiftence happy. And the privation of being itfelf is

not more terrible than the privation of all its bleflings-

It is true, in the prefent degeneracy of human nature,

this vehement delire is miferably perverted and mif-

placed : man feeks his fupreme happinefs in finful, or

at beft in created enjoyments, forgetful of the uncre-

ated fountain of blifs ; but yet ftill he feeks happinefs;

ftill this innate impetus is predominant, and though he

miftakes the means, yet he ftill retains a general aim

at
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at the end. Hence he ranfacks this lower world in

qiieft of fehcity ; climbs in fearch of it the flippery

afcent of honour ; hunts for it in the treafures of gold
and filver ; or plunges for it in the foul ftreams of (^n-

fual pleafures. But fmce all the fordid fatisfadtion re-

fulting from thefe things are not adequate to the un-
bounded cravings of the mind, and fince the fatisfac-

tion is tranfitory and perilliing, or we may be wretch-
ed from it by the inexorable hand of death, the mind
breaks through the limits of the prefent enjoyments,
and even of the lower creation, and ranges through
tho. unknown fcenes of futurity in queft of fome un-
tried good. Hope makes excurfions into the dark
duration between the prefent now and the grave, and
forms to itM^ pleafing images of approaching blef-

ilngs, which often vanifh in the embrace, like delu-

iive phantoms. Nay, it launches into the vaft un-
known world that lies beyond the grave, and roves

through the regions of immenfity after fome complete
felicity to fupply the defeds of fublunary enjoyments.

Hence, though men, till their fpirits are refined by
regenerating grace, have no relifh for celeftial joys,

but pant for the poor pleafures of time and fenfe, yet,

as they cannot avoid the unwelcome confciouinefs that

death will ere long rend them from thefe fordid and
momentary enjoyments, are conftrained to indulge the

hope of blifs in a future ftate : and they promife them-
fclves happinefs in another world when they can no
ionger enjoy any in this. And as reafon and revela-

tion unitedly affure them that this felicity cannot then

confift in fenfual indulgences, they generally exped: it

will be of a more refined and fpiritual nature, and flow

more immediately from the great Father of fpirits.

Fie muft indeed be miferable that abandons all hope
of this blefiednefs. The chriftian religion affords him
no other profped but that of eternal, intolerable mi-
fery in the regions of darknefs and defpair ; and if he
flies to infidelity as a refuge, it can afibrd him no com-
fort but the Shocking profped of annihilation.

Now,
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Now, if men were prefled into heaven by an una-

voidable fatality, if happinefs was promifcuoufly pro-

mifed to them all without diftinftion of charaders,

then they might indulge a blind unexamined hope,

and never perplex themfelves with anxious enquiries

about it. And he might juftly be deemed a malignant

diilurber of the repofe of mankind that would attempt

to fhock their hope, and frighten them with caufelefs

fcruples.

But if the light of nature intimates, and the voice

of fcripture proclaims aloud, that this eternal felicity

is referved only for perfons of particular characters,

and that multitudes, multitudes who entertained pleaf-

jng hopes of it, are confounded with an eternal dif-

appointment, and fhall fuffer an endlefs duration in

the moft terrible miferies, we ought each of us to take

the alarm, and examine the grounds of our hope, that,

if they appear fufficient, we may allow ourfeives a ra-

tional fatisfadion in them-, and, if they are found de-

Jufive, we may abandon them and feek for a hope

which will bear the teft now while it may be obtained.

And however difagreeable the tafk be to give our

fellow-creatures even profitable uneafinefs, yet he muft

appear to the impartial a friend to the beft interefts of

mankind, who points out the evidences and founda-

tion of a rational and fcriptural hope, and expofes the

various miftakes to which we are fubjeft in fo impor-

tant a cafe.

And if, when we look around us, we find perfons

full of the hopes of heaven, who can give no fcrip-

tural evidences of them to themfelves or others -, if

we find many indulging this pleafing delufion, whofe

pra6lices are mentioned by God himfelf as the certain

marks of perifhing finners ; and if perfons are fo te-

nacious of thefe hopes, that they will retain them to

their everlafting ruin, unlefs the moil convidlive me-
thods are taken to undeceive them ; then it is high

time for thofe to whom the care of fouls (a weightier

charge
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charge than that of kingdoms) is intrufted, to ufe the

greateft plainnefs for this purpofe.

This is my chief defign at prefent, and to this my
text naturally leads me. It contains thefe dodrines:

Firft, That Vv^ithout holinefs here it is impoffible for

us to enjoy heavenly happinefs in the future world.

To fee the Lord, is here put for enjoying him •, fee

Rom. yiii. 24. and the metaphor fignifies the happi-

nefs of the future (late in general ; and more particu-

larly intimes that the knowledge of God will be a fpe-

cial ingredient tlierein. See a parallel exprcffion in

Matt. V. 8.

Secondly, That this confideraticn fhould induce us

to ufe the moft earner!: endeavours to obtain the hea-

venly happinefs. Purfue holinefs, becaufe ivithout it

no man can fee the Lord.

Hence I am naturally led,

I. To explain the nature of that holinefs., without

which no man floallfee the Lord.

II. To fhew what endeavours fhould be ufed to obi-

tain it. And,
III. To urge you to ufe them by the confideratioti

of the abfolute neceflity of holinefs.

I. I am to explain the nature of holinefs. And \
fhall give you a brief definition of it, and then men*
tion fome of thofe difpofitions and pradlices which nar

tu rally flow from it.

The mod intelligible defcription of holinefs, as it is

inherent in us, may be this, " It is a conformity in.

heart and pradlice to the revealed will of God." As
the Supreme Being is the ftandard of all perfe6tion,

his holinefs in particular is the ftandard of ours. Then
we are holy when his image is ftamped upon our hearts

and refleded in our lives ; fo the apoftle defines it,

And that ye put on the new man., which after God is

created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs. Eph. iv. 24.

Whom he did predeftinate to be conformed to the image of

his Son. Rom. viii. 29. Hence holinefs may be de-

fined, " A conformity to God in his moral perfec-

tions."
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tions." But as we cannot have a diftlncl knowledge
of thefe perfedions but as they are manifefted by the

revealed will of God, I choofe to define holinefs, as

above, " A conformity to his revealed will." Now
his revealed will comprizes both the law and the gof-

pel : the law informs us of the duty which we as crea-

tures owe to God as a being of fupreme excellency, as

our Creator and Benefa(51:or, and to men ss our fellow-

creatures i and the gofpel informs us of the duty which
as finners we owe to God as reconcileable through a

Mediator. Our obedience to the former implies the

whole of morality, and to the latter the whole of evan-

gelical graces, as faith in a Mediator, repentance, &c.
From this definition of holinefs it appears, on the

one hand, that it is abfolutely necefiary to fee the Lord ,

for unlefs our difpofitions are conformed to him, we
cannot be happy in the enjoyment of him : and, on
the other hand, that they who are made thus holy,

are prepared for the vifion and fruition of his face, as

they can relifh the diviiieft pleafure.

But as a concife definition of holinefs may give an

auditory but very imperfed ideas of it, I fhall expa-

tiate upon the difpofitions and pradlices in which it

confifts, or which naturally refult from it j and they

arc fuch as follow :

I . A delight in God for his holinefs. Self-love may
prompt us to love him for his goodnefs to us ; and fo

many unregenerate men may have a felfifh love to God
on this account. But to love God becaufe he is infi-

nitely holy, becaufe he bears an infinite deteftatlon to

all fin, and will not indulge his creatures in the neglecfl

of the leaft infi:ance of holinefs, but commands them
to be holy as he is holy, this is a difpofition connatural

to a renewed foul only, and argues a conformity to his

image. Every nature is moft agreeable to itfelf, and

a holy nature is moft agreeable to an holy nature.

Here I would make a remark, which may God deep-

ly imprefs on your hearts, and which for that purpofe

I ihall fubjoin to each particular, that holinefs in fallen

man
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man is fupernatural ; I mean, "we are not born with

it, we give no difcoveries of it, till we have experi-

enced a great change. Thus we find it in the prefent

cafe -, we have no natural love to God becaufe of his

infinite purity and hatred to all fin; nay, we would

love him more did he give us greater indulgences

;

and I am afraid the love of fome perfons is founded

upon a miftake ; they love him becaufe they imagine

he does not hate fin, nor them for it, fo much as he

really does ; becaufe they think he will bring them to

heaven at laft, let them live as they lift ; and becaufe

they do not exped he is fo inexorably juft in his deal-

ings with the finner. It is no wonder they love fuch

a foft, eafy, paffive being as this imaginary deity

;

but did they fee the luftre of that holinefs of God
which dazzles the celeftial armies ; did they but know
the terrors of his juftice, and his implacable indigna-

tion againft fin, their innate enmity would fhew its

poifon, and their hearts would rife againft God in all

thofe horrible blafphemies with which awakened finners

are fo frequently fhocked. Such love as this is fo far

from being acceptable, that it is the greateft affront to

the Supreme Being, as, if a profligate loved you on

the miftaken fuppofition that you were fuch a libertine

as himfelf, it would rather inflame your indignation

than procure your refpeft.

But to a regenerate mind how ftrong, how tranf-

porting are the charms of holinefs ! Such a mind joins

the anthem of feraphs with the divineft complacency.

Rev. iv. 8. and anticipates the fong of glorified faints.

Who would not fear thee^ O Lord, and glorify thy name,

for thou only art holy? Rev. xv. 4. The perfedlions

of God lofe their luftre, or fink into objects of terror

or contempt, if this glorious attribute be abftra6ted.

Without holinefs power becomes tyranny, omnifcience

craft, juftice revenge and cruelty, and even the amiable

attribute of goodnefs lofes its charms, and degenerates

into a blind promifcuous prodigality, or foolifli undif-

cerning fondnefs : but when thefe perfedions are cloth-

ed
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ed in the beauties of holinefs, how Godlike, how ma-
jeftic, how lovely and attradive do they appear 1 and

with what complacence does a mind fafliioned after the

divine image acquiefce in them ! It may appear ami-

able even to an unholy iinner that the exertions of al-

mighty power fhouid be regulated by the moft con-

fummate wifdom •, that juftice fhouid not without dif-

tindion punifh the guilty and the innocent ; but an

holy foul only can rejoice that divine goodnefs will

not communicate happinefs to the difgrace of holinefs

;

and that, rather than it fhouid overflow in a blind pro-

mifcuous manner, the Vv'hole human race fhrould be

miferable. A felfifh finner has nothing in view but

his own happinefs -, and if this be obtained, he has

no anxiety about the illuftration of the divine purity 5

but it recommends happinefs itfelf to a fanftifxed foul,

that it cannot be communicated in a way inconfiftent

with the beauty of holinefs.

2. Holinefs confifts in an hearty complacence in the

law of God, becaufe of its purity. The law is the

tranfcript of the moral perfe6lions of God; and if we
love the original we fhall love the copy. Accordingly

it is natural to a renewed mind to love the divine law,

becaufe it is perfedly holy, becaufe it makes no al-

lowance for the leaft iin, and requires every duty that

it becomes us to perform towards God. Pfalm cxix.

140. and xix. j'— 10. Romans vii. 12, compared
with 22.

But is this our natural difpofition ? Is this the dif-

pofition of the generality ? Do they not, on the con-

trary, fecretly find fault with the law, becaufe it is fo

ftri(^ ? And their common objedion againft that holi-

nefs of life which it enjoins is, that they cannot bear to

be fo precife. Hence they are always for abating the

rigour of the law, for bringing it down to fome Ima-

ginary ftandard of their own, to their prefent ability,

to fins of practice without regard to the finful difpofi-

tions of the heart; or to the prevailing difpofitions

of the heart v/ithout regard to the firft workings of

L 1 concu-
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concupifcence, thofe embryos of iniquity •, and if they

love the law at all, as they profefs to do, it is upon
fuppofition that it is not fo ftrid as it really is, but

grants them greater indulgences. Rom. vii. 7.

Hence it appears that, if we are made holy at all,

it muft be by a iupernatural change ; and when that is

effeded, what a ftrange and happy alteration does the

ijnner perceive ? with what pleafure does he refigti

himfelf a willing fubjedl to that law to which he was

once fo averfe ? And when he fails (as, alas ! he does

in many things) how is he humbled ! he does not lay

the fault upon the law as requiring impoflibilities, but

lays the whole fault upon himfelf as a corrupt fmner.

3. Holinefs coniifts in an hearty complacence in the

gofpel-mcthod of falvation, becaufe it tends to illuftrate

the moral perfedlions of the Deity, and to difcover the

beauties of holinefs.

The gofpel informs us of two grand pre-requifites

to t}\Q: falvation of th« fallen fons of men, namely.

The fatisfadtion of divine juftice by the obedience and

paffion of Chrift, that God might be reconciled to

them confiftently with his perfections ; and the fanc-

tification of finners by the efficacy of the Holy Ghoflr,

that they might be capable of enjoying God, and that

he might maintain intimate communion with them
without any ftain to his holinefs. Thefe two grand

articles contain the fubftance of the gofpel ; and our

acquiefcence in them is the fubftance of that evange-

lical obedience which it requires of us, and which is

efTential to holinefs in a fallen creature.

Now, it is evident, that without either of thefe the

moral perfedions of the Deity, particularly his holi-

nefs, could not be illuftrated, or even fecured in the

falvation of a finner. Had he received an apoftate

race into favour, who had confpired in the moft un-

natural rebellion againft him, without any fatisfadion,

his holinefs would have been eclipfed; it would not

have appeared that he had fo invincible an abhorrence

of ivTiy fo zealous a regard for the vindication of his
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own holy law; or to his veracity, which had threaten-

ed condign punijfhment to offenders. But by the fa-

tisfa6tion of Chrift, his holinefs is illuftrated in tlie

moft confpicuous manner ; now it appears, that God
would upon no terms fave a finner but that of adequate

fatisfacflion, and that no other was iufBcient but the

fuffering of his co-equal Son, otherwife he would not

have appointed him to fuftain the charader of Medi-
ator ; and now it appears that his hatred of fin is fuch

that he would not let it pafs unpunifned even in his

own Son, when only imputed to him. In like manner,
if finners, while unholy, were admitted into commu-
nion with God in heaven, it would obfcure the glory

of his holinefs, and it would not then appear that fuch

was the purity of his nature that he could have no fel-

lowfhip with fin. But now it is evident, that even
the blood of Immanuel cannot purchafe heaven to be
enjoyed by a finner while unholy, but that every one
that arrives at heaven muft firft be fanftified. An un-

holy finner can be no mare faved, while fuch, by the

gofpel than by the law; but here lies the difference,

that the gofpel makes provifion for his fandification,

which is gradually carried on here, and perfe6led at

death, before his admiffion into the heavenly glory.

Now it is the genius of true holinefs to acquiefce in

both thefe articles. A fanftified foul places all its de-

pendence on the righteoufnefs of Chrift for acceptance.

It would be difagreeable to it to have the leaft concur-

rence in its own jufliification. It is not only wiUing,

but delights to renounce all its own righteoufnefs, and
to glory in Chrift alone. Phil. iii. 3. Free grace to

fuch fouls is a charming theme, and falvation is more
acceptable, becaufe conveyed in this way. It would
render heaven itfelf difagreeable, and wither all its

joys, were they brought thither in a way that degrades
or does not illuftrate the glory of God's holinefs ; but
O how agreeable the thought, that he that glcrieth

muft glory in the Lord, and that the pride of all flefti

^.all be abafed. I

So
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So an holy perfon rejoices that the way of holinefs

is the appointed way to heaven. He is not forced to

be holy merely by the fervile confideration that he muft

be fo or perifh, and To unwillingly fubmits to the ne-

celTity wliich he cannot avoid, when in tlie mean time,

Vv^ere it put to his choice, he would choofe to referve

ibme fins, and negleft fome painful duties. So far

from this, that he delights in the gofpel-conftitution,

becaufe it requires univerfal holinefs, and heaven
would be lefs agreeable, were he to carry even the lead

iin thither. He thinks it no hardfhip that he muft
deny himfelf in his finful pleafures, and habituate him-
ielf to fo much ftj-idtnefs in religion ; no, but he blef-

fes the Lord for obliging him to it, and where he
fails he charges himfelf with it, and is felf-abafed upon
the account.

This is folid rational religion, fit to be depended
upon, in oppofition to the antinomian licentioufnefs,

the freaks of enthufiafm, and the irrational flights of

paffion and imagination on the one hand ; and in oppo-
irtion to formality, mere morality, and the felf-fprung

religion of nature on the other. And is it not evi-

dent we are deftitute of this by^ature ? Men natu-

rally are averfe to this gofpel-method of falvation

;

they will not fubmit to the righteoufnefs of God, but

fix their dependence, in part at leaft, upon their own
merit. Their proud hearts cannot bear the thought

that all their performances muft go for juft nothing in

their juftification. They are alfo averfe to the way of
holinefs ; hence they will either abandon the expecta-

tion of heaven, and, fince they cannot obtain it in

their finful ways, dcfperately conclude to go on in fin

come v/hat will; or, with all the little fophiftry they

are capable of, they will endeavour to widen the way
to heaven, and perfuade themfelves they fhall attain

it, notwithftanding their continuance in fome known
iniquity, and though their hearts have never been

thoroughly fan(ftified. Alas ! how evident is this all

around us ! How many either give up their hopes of

heaven
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heaven rather than part with fin, or vainly hold them,

while their difpofitions and pradites prove them

groundlefs ? And muft not fuch degenerate creatures

be renewed ere they can be holy, or fee the Lord ?

4. Holinefs confifts in an habitual delight in all the

duties of holinefs tov/ards God and man, and an earneft

defire for communion with God in them. This is the

natural refult of all the foregoing particulars. If we
love God for his holinefs, we fliall delight in that fer-

vice in which our conformity to him confifts ; if we
love his law, we fiiall delight in that obedience v/hich

it enjoins •, and if we take complacence in the evange-

lical method of falvation, we (hall take delight in that

holinefs, v/ithout which v/e cannot enjoy it. The fer-

vice of God is the element, the pleafure of an holy

foul ; while others delight in the riches, the honours,

or the pleafures of this world, the holy foul defires one
thing of the Lord, that it may behold his beauty while

enquiring in his temple. Pfalm xxvii. 4. Such a per-

fon delights in retired converfe with heaven, in medi-
tation and prayer. Pfalm cxxxix. 17. and Ixiii. 5, 6.

and Ixxiii. 28. Lie alfo takes pleafure in juftice, be-

nevolence, and charity towards m.en, Pfalm cxii. 5, 9.

and in the ftrifteft temperance and fobriety. i Cor. ix.

27.

Moreover, the mere formality of performing reli-

gious duties does not fatisfy the true faint, unlefs he
enjoys a divine freedom therein, receives communica-
tions of grace from heaven, and finds his graces quick-

ened. Pfalm xlii. i, 2.

This confideration alfo fhews us that holinefs in us

muft be fupernatural ; for do we naturally thus delight

in the fervice of God ? or do you' all now thus delight

in it ? is it not rather a wearinefs to you, and do you
not find more pleafures in other things ? Surely you
muft be changed, or you can have no relifh for the en-

joyment of heavenly happinefs.

5. To conftitute us faints indeed there muft be unf-

verfal holinefs in pradcice. This naturally follows from
the
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the laft, for as the body obeys the fironger volitions

of the will, fo when the hjeart is prevailingly difpofed

to the fervice of God, the man will habitually pradife

it. This is generally mentioned in fcripture as the

grand chara6leriftic of real religion, without which all

our pretenfions are vain, i John iii. 3— 10. and v. 3,

John XV. 14. True chriftians are far from being per-

fed in pradice, yet they are prevailingly holy in all

manner of converfation ; they do not live habitually in

any one known fin, or wilfully negled any one known
duty. Pfalm cxix. 6.

Without this pradlical holinefs no ma^ fhall fee the

Lord ; and it fo, hov/ great a change muft be wrought
on moft before they can fee him, for how few are thus

adorned with a life of univerfal holinefs ? Many pro-

fefs the name of Chrift, but how few of them depart

from iniquity ? But to what purpofe do they call him
Mafter and Lord, while they do not the things which
he commands them ?

Thus I have, as plainly as I could, defcribed the na-

ture and properties of that holinefs, without which no
man fhall fee the Lord ; and they who are pofTefled of
it may lift up their heads with joy, affured that God
has begun a good work in them, and that he will carry

it on •, and on the other hand, they that are deftitute

of- it may be aflured, that, unlefs they are made new
creatures, they cannot fee the Lord. I come,

II. To ihew you the endeavours we fhould ufe to

obtain this holinefs. And they are fuch'as thefe:

I. Endeavour to know whether you are holy or not

by clofe examination. It is hard indeed for fome to

know pofitively that tliey are holy, as they are per-

plexed with the appearances of realities, and the fears

of counterfeits; but it is then eafy for many to con-
clude negatively that they are not holy, as they have
not the likenefs of it. To determine this point is of
great ufe to our fuccefsful feeking after holinefs. That
an unregenerate fmner ihould attend on the means of
grace with other aims than one that has reafon to be-

lieve
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lieve himfelf fandified, is evident. The anxieties,

forrows, defires, and endeavouis of the one fhould

run in a very different channel from thofe of the other.

The one fhould look upon himfelf as a guilty and

condemned finner ; the other fhould allow himfelf tlie

pleafure of a juftified flate : the one fhould purfue after

the implantation; the other after the increafe of holi-

nefs : the one fhould indulge a feafonabie concern about

his lofl condition ; the other repofe an humble confi-

dence in God as reconciled to him : the one fhould

look upon the threatenings of God as his doom ; the

other embrace the promifes as his portion. Hence it

follows that, while we are miftaken about our ftate, we
cannot ufe endeavours after holinefs in a proper man-
ner. We adl like a phyfician that applies medicines

at random, without knowing the difeafe. It is a cer-

tain conclufion that the moft generous charity, under

fcriptural limitations, cannot avoid, that multitudes

are deflitute of holinefs, and ought not we to enquire

with proper anxiety whether we belong to that num-
ber ? Let us be impartial, and proceed according to

evidence. If we find thofe marks of holinefs in heart

and life which have been mentioned, let not an Q.yizz(-

five fcrupulofity frighten us from drawing the happy
conclufion : and, if we find them not, let us exercife

fo much wholefome feverity againit ourfelves, as honefl-

ly to conclude we are unholy finners, and muft be re-

newed before we can fee the Lord. The concluHcn

no doubt will give you painful anxiety ; but if you
was my dearell friend, I could not form a kinder Vv'ifh

for you than that you might be inceffantly diflrefled

with it till you are born again. This conclufion will

not be always avoidable-, the light of eternity will

force you upon it ; and whether is it better to give

way to it now, when it may be to your advantage,

or be forced to admit it then, when it will be only a

torment .''

2. Awake, arife, and betake yourfelf in earnefl to

all the means of grace. Your life, your eternal life

is
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is concerned, and therefore it calls for all the ardor

and earneftnefs you are capable of exerting. Accuf-

tom yourfelf to meditation, converfe with yourfelves

in retirement, and live no longer ftrangers at home.

Read the word of God and other good books, with

diligence, attention, and felf-application. Attend on
the public miniftrations of the gofpel, not as a trifler,

but as one that fees his eternal All concerned. Shun
the tents of fin, the rendezvous of finners, and aflb-

ciate with thofe that have experienced the change you
want, and can give you proper diredions. Proilrate

'

yourfelf before the God of heaven, confefs your fin,

implore his mercy, cry to him night and day, and

give him no reft, till the importunity prevail, and you
take the kingdom of heaven by violence.

But after all, acknowledge that it is God that muft

work in you both to will and to do, and that when
you have done all thefe things you are but unprofitable

fervants. I do not prefcribe thefe directions as though
thefe means could effed holinefs in you ; no, they can

no more do it than a pen can write without a hand.

It is the holy Spirit's province alone to fanilify a de-

generate finner, but he is wont to do it while we are

waiting upon him in the ufe of thefe means, though

our beft endeavours give us no title to his grace ; but

he may juftly leave us after all in that ftate of condem-

nation and corruption into which we have voluntarily

brought ourfelves, I go on,

III. And laftly, to urge you to the ufe of thefe

means from the confideration mentioned in the toyit^

the abfolute neceffity of holinefs to the enjoyment of"

heavenly happinefs.

Flere I would fiievv that holinefs is abfolutely neeef-

fary, and that the confideration of its neceility may
ftrongly enforce the purfuit of it.

The necefHty of holinefs appears from the un-

changeable appointment of heaven, and the nature of

things.

I. The
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1. The unchangeable appointment of God excludes

all the unholy from the kingdom of heaven-, fee i

Cor. ix. 6. Rev. xxi. 27. Pfalm v. 4, 5. 2 Cor. v. 17.

Gal. vi. 15. It is moft aftonifhing that many who
profefs to beheve the divine authority of the fcriptures,

will yet indulge vain hopes of heaven, in oppofition

to the plaineft declarations of eternal truth. But

though there were no pofitive conftitution excluding

the unholy from heaven, yet,

2. The very nature of things excludes finners from

heaven ; that is, it is impoffible in the nature of things,

that, while they are unholy, they could receive happi-

ncfs from the employments and entertainments of the

heavenly World. If thefe confided in the affluence of

thafe things which finners delight in here ; if its en-

joyments were earthly riches, pleafures and honours %

if its employments were the amufements of the pre-

fent Hfe, then they might be happy there, as far as

their fordid natures are capable of happinefs. But

thefe trifles have no place in heaven. The felicity of

that ftate confifts in the contemplation of the divine

perfedions, and there difplays in the v;orks of crea-

tion, providence, and redemption ; hence is it de-

fcribcd by feeing the Lord, Matt. v. 8. and as a ftate

of knowledge, i Cor. xiii. 10— 12. in the fatisfadlioii

refulting thence, Pfalm xvii. 15. and a complacency

in God as a portion, Pfalm Ixxiii. 25, 26. and in per-

petual ferving and praifing the Lordj and hence ado-

ration is generally mentioned as the employ of all the

hofts of heaven. Thefe are the entertainments of

heaven, and they that cannot find fupreme happinefs

in thefe, cannot find it in heaven. But it is evident

thefe things could afford no fatisfadion to an unholy

perfon. He would pine away at the heavenly feaft,

for want of appetite for the entertainment ; an holy

God would be an objeft of horror rather than delight

to him, and his fervice would be a wearinefs, as it is

now. Hence it appears, that if we do not place our

fupreme delight in thefe things here, we gannot ba

M m i^app)^
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happy hereafter -, for there will be no change of dif-

pofitions in a future ftate, but only the perfe6cion of

thofe predominant in us here, whether good or evil.

Either heaven muft be changed, or the linner, before

he can be happy there. Hence alfo it appears, that

God's excluding fuch from heaven is no more an 2l&:

of cruelty than our not admitting a fick man to a feaft,

who has no relifh for the entertainments , or not bring-

ing a blind man into the light of the fun, or to view a

beautiful profpedl.

We fee then that holinefs is abfolutely neceflary;

and what a great inducement Ihould this confidera-

tion be to purfue it ? If we do not fee the Lord,
tve fhall never fee good. We are cut off at death

from all earthly enjoyments, and can no longer make
experiments to fatisfy our unbounded defires v/ith

them ; and we have no God to fupply their room.

We are banifhed from all the joys of heaven, and

how vaft, how inconceivably vaft is the lofs ! We
are doomed to the regions of darknefs for ever, to

bear the vengeance of eternal fire, to feel the lafhes

of a guilty confcience, and to fpend an eternal in an

horrid intimacy with infernal ghofts ! and will we not

thtn rather follow holinefs, than incur fo dreadful a

doom ? By the terrors of the Lord, then be per-

fuaded to break off your fins by righteoufnefs, and

follow holinefs i without which no man (hall fee the

Lord.

SERMON



SERMON X.

The Mediatorial Kingdom and Glories of Jefus

Chrift.

John xviii. 37. Pilate therefore faid unto him^ Art

thou a King then ? Jefus anfwered^ Thou faycji that

I am a King. To this end was I born^ and for this

caufe came I into the world, ihat IfJoould bear witnefs

unto the truth.

KINGS and kingdoms are the moft majeftic founds

in the language of mortals, and have filled the

world with noife, confufions, and blood, iince man-
kind firil left the ftate of nature, and formed them-

felves into focieties. The difpures of kingdoms for

fuperiority have fet the world in arms from^ age to age,

and deftroyed or enfiaved a confiderable part of the

human race -, and the contefl: is not yet decided. Our
country has been a region of peace and tranquillity for

a long time, but it has not been becaufe the luft of

power and riches is extindl in the world, but becaufe

we had no near neighbours, whofe intercft might
clafh with ours, or who were able to difturb us. The
abfence of an enemy was our fole defence. But now,
when the colonies of the fundry European nations

on this continent begin to enlarge, and approach to-

wards each other, the fcene is changed : now en-

croachments, depredations, barbarities, and all the

terrors of vv'ar begin to furround and alarm us. Now
our country is invaded and ravaged, and bleeds in a

thoufand veins. We have already,* fo early in the

year, received alarm upon alarm : and we may expert

the alarms to grow louder and louder as the feafon ad-

vances.

Thefe

* This fermon was preached in Hanover, Virginia, May 9, »75$-
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Thefe commotions and perturbations have had one

good efFe6l upon me, and that is, they have carried

away my thoughts of iate into a ferene and peaceful

region, a region beyond the reach of confufion and
violence ; I mean the kingdom of the Prince of Peace.

And thither, my brethren, I would alfo tranfport

your minds this day, as the beft refuge from this boif-

terous world, and the moft agreeable manfion for the

lovers of peace and tranquillity. I find it advantage-

ous both to you and myfelf, to entertain you with

thofe fubjeds that have made the deepeft impreflion

upon my own mind : and this is the reafon why I

choofe the prefent fubjeft. In my text you hear one

entering a claim to a kingdom, whom you would con-

clude, if you regarded only his outward appearance,

to be the meaneft and vileft of mankind. To hear a

powerful prince, at the head of a vi(5];orIous army,

attended with all the royalties of his charadter, to

hear fuch an one claim the kingdom he had acquired

by force of arms, would not be firange. But here

the defpifed Nazarene, rejefted by his nation, forfaken

by his followers, accufed as the worft of criminals,

{landing defencelefs at Pilate's bar, juft about to be

condemned and hung on a crofs, like a male fa(5lor and

a flave, here he fpeaks in a royal ftile, even to his

judge, I am a King: for this purpofe ivas I born \ and

for this caufe came J into the 'world. Strange language

indeed to proceed from his lips in thefe circamftances

!

But the truth is, a great, a divine perfonage is con-

cealed under this difguife ; and his kingdom is of fuch

a nature, that his abafement and crucifixion were fo

far from being a hindrance to it, that they were the

cniy way to acquire it. Thefe fufferings were meri-

torious i and by thefe he purchafed his fubjedts, and

a right to rule them.

The occafion of thefe words was this : the unbe-

lieving Jews were determined to put Jefiis to death

as an impoilor. The true reafon of their oppofition

io him was, that he had feverely ei^pofed their hypo-

crify,
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crlfy, claimed the chara6ter of the MefTiah, without

anfwering their expeftations as a temporal prince and.

a mighty conqueror ; and introduced a new religion,

which fuperfeded the law of Mofes, in which they

had been educated. But this reafon they knew would
have but little weight with Pilate the Roman gover-

nor, who was an heathen, and had no regard to their

religion. They therefore bring a charge of another

kind, which they knew would touch the governor

very fenfibly, and that was, that Chrift had fet him-
felf up as the King of the Jews j which was treafon

againft Casfar the Roman emperor, under whofe yoke
they then were. This was all pretence and ?.rtifice.

They would now feem to be very loyal to the emperor,

and unable to bear with any claims inconfiftent v/ith

his authority ; whereas, in truth, they were impatient

of a foreign government, and were watching for any

opportunity to fhake it off. And had Chrift been real-

ly guilty of the charge they alledged againft him., he

would have been the more acceptable to them. Had
he fet himfelf up as King of the Jews, in oppofition

to Caefar, and employed his miraculous pov/ers to

make good his claim, the whole nation would have

welcomed him as their deliverer, and flocked round

his ftandard. But Jefus came not to work a deliver-

ance of this kind, nor to ere6t fuch a kingdom as they

defired, and therefore they rejed:ed him as an impoftor.

This charge, however, they bring againft him, in

order to carry their point with the heathen governor.

They knew he was zealous for the honour and iiitereft

of Caefar his matter; and Tiberius, the then Roman
emperor, v/as fo jealous a prince, and kept fo many
fpies over his governors in all the provinces, that they

were obliged to be very circumfped;, and ftiew the

ftrideft regard for his rights, in order to efcape de-

gradation, or a feverer puniftiment. It was this that

determined Pilate, in the ftruggle v/ith his confcience,

to condemn the innocent Jefus. He was afraid the

Jews would inform againft him, as difmiffingone that

fet
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fet up as the rival of Csefar -, and the confequence of

this he well knew. The Jews were fenfible of this,

and therefore they infift upon this charge, and at

length plainly tell him. If thou let this man go^ thou

art not Cafar^s friend. Pilate therefore, who cared but

little what innovations Chrift fhould introduce into the

Jewirti religion, thought proper to inquire into this

matter, and afks liim, " Art thou the King of the

Jews ?" doft thou indeed claim fjch a charadler, which

may interfere with C^far's government ? Jefus re-

plies, My kingdom is not of this "joorld -, as much as to

fay, " I do not deny that I claim a kingdom, but it

is of fuch a nature, that it need give no alarm to the

kings of the earth. Their kingdoms are of this

world, but mine is fpiritual and divine,* and therefore

cannot Interfere with theirs. If my kingdom were of

this world, like theirs, I would take the fame methods

with them to obtain and fecure it ; my fervants would

fight for me, tha.t I fhould not be delivered to the

Jews ; but now, you fee, I ufe no fuch means for my
defence, or to raife me to my kingdom : and therefore

you may be allured, my kingdom is not from hence,

and can give the Roman emperor no umbrage for fuf-

picion or uneafmefs." Pilate anfwers to this purpofe :

Thou doft, however, fpeak of a kingdom ; and art

thou a king then F doft thou in any fenfe claim that cha-

racter .'' The poor prifoner boldly replies. Thou fayejl

that I am a king; that is, " Thou haft ftruck upon the

truth : I am indeed a king in a certain fenfe, and nor

thing iTial! conftrain me to renounce the title." To this

end was 1 born^ andfor this caiife came I intq the worlds

that I fjjould hear witncfs to the truth; '' particularly

to this truth, which now looks fo unlikely, namely,

that

* Domitian, the Roman emperor, being apprehenfi^ that Chrift's

earthly rclat'nns iniglit claim a kingdom in his righq inquired of

them concerning the nature of his kingdom, and when and where it

/hould be fet up. They replied, " It was not earthly, but heavenly

and angelical, and to he fet up at the end of the world."— Oj

t5 uiby<^ exifAc^oy^ivn. Eufeb. Eccl. Hift. lib, iii. chap. zo.
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that I am really a king. I was born to a kingdom and

a crown, and came into the world to take pofleilion of

my right." This is that great confefllon which St.

Paul tells us, 2 Tim. vi. 13. our Lord witnefled be-

fore Pontius Pilate. Neither the hopes of deliverance,

nor the terrors of death, could caufe him to retradt it,

or renounce his claim.

In profecuting this fubjeft I intend only to inquire

into the nature and properties of the kingdom of

Chrift. And in order to render my difcourfe the more
familiar, and to adapt it to the prefent ftatc of our

country, I fhall confider this kingdom in contraft with

the kingdoms of the earth, with which we are better

acquainted.

The fcriptures reprefent the Lord Jefus under a

great variety of charaders, which, though infufficient

fully to reprefent him, yet in conjunction affiil us to

form fuch exalted ideas of this great perfonage, as

mortals can reach. He is a Surety, that undertook

and paid the dreadful debt of obedience and fuffering,

which /inners owed to the divine juftice and law : He
is a Prieft, a great High Prieft, that once offered him-
felf as a facr'fice for fm ; and now dwells in his native

heaven, at his Father's right hand, as the advocate

and interceffor of his people : He is a Prophet, who
teaches his church in all ages by his word and fpirit

:

He is the fupreme and univerfal Judge, to whom men
and angels are accountable; and his name is Jefus, a

Saviour, becaufe he faves his people from their fins.

Under thefe augufl and endearing charadlcrs he is of-

ten reprefented. But there is one character under
which he is uniformly reprefented, both in the Old and
New Teftament, and that is, that of a King, a great

King, invefted with univerfal authority. And upon
his appearance in the flefh, all nature, and efpecial'y

the gofpel-church, is reprefented as placed under him,
as his kingdom. Under this idea the Jews were
taught by their prophets to look for him -, and it v/as

their underflanding thefe predi(5lions of fome illuftri-

ous
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ous king that fhould rife from the houfe of David, in

a L'teral and carnal kn(ty that occafioned their unhappy
prejudices concerning the Meffiah as a fecular prince

and conqueror. Under this idea the Lord Jefus re-

prefented himfelf while upon earth, and under this

idea he was publifhed to the world by his apoftlcs.

The greateft kings of the Jewifh nation, particularly

David -And. Solomon, were types of him ; and many
things are primarily applied to them, which have their

complete and final accompiifhment in him alone. It

is to him ultimately we are to apply the fecond pfalm :

/ have Jet my king^ fays Jehovah, upon my holy hill of

Zion. Jjk of me, and I will give thee the heathen for
thy inheritance, and the iitmoji parts of the earthfor thy

pojjejfion. Pfalm ii. 6, 8. If we read the feventy-

iecond pfalm we fhall eafily perceive that one greater

than Solomon is there. In his days fhall the righteous

fiourijh \ and abundance of peace fo long as the moon en-

dureth. All kingsfhall fall down before him ; all nations

faall ferve him. His name fhall continue for ever ; his

name fhall endure as long as the fun: and men jhall be

hlefj'ed in him \ and all nations fijall call him bleffed.

Pf^lm Ixxii. 7, II, 17. The hundred and tenth pfalm

is throughout a celebration of the kingly and prieftly

office of Chrift united. The Lord, fays David, faid

unto my Lord, unto that divine perfon who is my Lord,

and will alfo be my Son, fit thou at my right hand, irj

the higheft honour and authority, until I make thine

enemies thy footfiool.—Rule thou in the midft of thine

enemies. Thy people fhall be willing in the day of thy

power, and fubmit to thee in crowds as numerous as

the drops of morning dew. Pfalm ex, i—3. The
evangelical prophet Ifaiah is often tranfported with the

forefight of this illuftrious King, and the glorious

kingdom of his grace : Unto us a child is born, unto

us a fon is given ; and the government pall be upon his

fooulder -, and he fhall be called—the Prince of Peace,

Of the increafe of his government and peace there fhall

be no end, upon the throne of David and upon his king-

dom^
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dom^ to order and to ejlahlijh it withjudgment and with

jujlice, from henceforth even for ever. Ifa. ix„ 6, 7.

This is he who is defcribed as another David in Eze-

kiel's prophecy, Thus faith the Lordy I will take the

children of Ifrael from among the heathen. And 1 zvilt

make them one nation—and one king /hall be king to them

all—even David my fcrvant fhall he king over them,

Ezek. xxxvii. 21, 22, 24. This is the kingdom re-

prefented to Nebuchadnezzar in his dream, as a Jione

cut out without hands, which became a great mountain^

and filled the whole earth. And Daniel, in expound-

ing the dream, having defcribed the Babylonian, the

Perfian, the Grecian, and Roman empires, fubjoins^

In the days of thefe kings, that is, of the Roman em-
perors, /hall the God of heaven fet up a kingdom, which

/hall never be dejiroyed: and the kingdom /Idall not, like

the former, be left to other people -, but it fijall break in

pieces and confume all thefe kingdoms, and itfhallfiandfor

ever. Dan. ii. 34, 35, 44. There is no charafter

which our Lord fo often aflumed in the days of his

flefh as that of the Son of Man •, and he no doubt

alludes to a majeftic vifion in Daniel, the ohly place

where this charadler is given him in the Old Tefta-

ment : Ifaw in the night vifions, fays Daniel, and be-

hold, one like the Son of Man came to the Ancient of Days^

and there was given to him dominion, and glory, and a^

kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, fhould

ferve him : his dominion is an everla/iing dominion, which

fhall not pafs away, and his kingdom that which fhall

not be de/iroyed, Dan. vii. 13, 14. like the tottering

kingdoms of the earth, which are perpetually rifing

and falling. This is the king that Zechariah refers

to when, in profped of his triumphant entrance into

Jerufalem, he calls the inhabitants to give a proper

reception to fo great a Prince. Rejoice greatly, daugh-

ter of Zion ; fhout, O daughter of Jerufalem : hehoU thy

King coming unto thee, &c. Zech. ix. 9. Thus the

prophets confpire to afcribe royal titles and a glorious

kingdom to the Meffiah. And thefe early and plain

N n notices
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notices of him ralfed a general expeflatlon of him un-

der this royal characler. It was from thefe prophecies

concerning him as a king, that the Jews took occafion,

as I obferved, to look for the Meffiah as a temporal-

prince; and it was a long time before the apoftlea

themf-lves were delivered from thefe carnal prejudices.

They were folicitous about pofts of honour in that

temporal kingdom which they expeded he would fet

np: and even after his refurredion they cannot for-

bear aflcing him, J..ord^ wilt thou at this time rejlore

again the kingdom to IJrael? Ads i. 6. that is, " Wilt

thou now reftore the Jev/s to their former liberty and

iiidependency, and deliver them from their prefent

fubjedion to the Romans ?" It was under this view

that Herod was alarmed at his birth, and fhed the

blood of (o many innocents, that he mio;ht not efcape.

He was afraid of him as the heir of David's family

and crown, who might difpoflefs him of the govern-

ment ; nay, he was expeded by other nations under

the charafter of a mighty king; and they no doubt

learned this notion of him from the Jewifh prophe-

cies, as well as their converfation with that people.

Hence the Magi, or eaftern wifemen, when they came

to pay homage to him upon his birth, inquired after

him in this language,—" Where is he that is born

King of the Jews?" Matt. ii. 2. And what is ftili

more remarkable, we are told by two heathen hifto-

rians, that about the time of his appearance a general

expedation of him under this charader prevailed

through the v/orld. " Many," fays Tacitus, " had

a perfuafion that it was contained in the ancient writ-

ings of the priefts, that at that very time the eail:

/hould prevail, and that fome defcendant from Judrih

ihould obtain the univerfal government."* Suetonius

fpeaks to the fame purpofc: " An old and conftant

opinion," fays he, " commonly prevailed through all

the

* Fluribus perfuafio inerat, antiquis facerdotum Uteris contineri,

eo ipfo tempore fore, ut valeicerat oriens, profedique Judea rcrum

potirentur. Tacit. Hift. 1. 5. p. 621,
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the eaft, that it was in the fates, that fome fhould rife

out of Judea who fhould obtain the government of

the world."* This royal character Chrift himfelf af-

fumed, even when he converfed among mortals in the

humble form of a fervant. " The Father^ fays he,

has given me power oi-er all flejh. John xvii. 2. Yea,

all power in heaven and earth is given tome. Matt, xxviii.

13. The gofpel-church which he ereded is moil

commonly called the kingdom of heaven or of God,
in the evangelifts : and when he was about to intro-

duce it, this was the proclamation : The kingdom of

heaven is at hand. Under this character alfo his fer-

vants and difciples celebrated and preached him. Ga-
briel led the fong in foretelling his birth to his mother.

He fhall be greats and the Lord fhall give unto him the

throne of his father David ; and he fhall reign over the

houfe of Jacob for ever : and of his kingdom there fuali

he no end. Luke i. 32, 33. St. Peter boldly tells the

murderers of Chrirt, God hath made that fame Jefus

''fVhom you crucifiedy both Lord and Chrifi^ Adls ii. ^6.

and exalted him, with his own right hand., to be a Prince

and a Saviour. Ads v. 31. And St. Paul repeatedly

reprefents him as advanced far above principality., and

power.^ and might., and dominion., and every name that is

named, not only in this world., but alfo in that which is

to come : and that God hath put all things under hisfeet.,

and given him to be head over all things to his church.

Eph. i. 21, 22. Phil. ii. 9— 1 1. Yea, to him all the

hofts of heaven, and even the whole creation in con-

cert, 2i(Qv\ht power andfirength., and honour and glory.

Rev. V. 12. Pilate the heathen was over-ruled to give

a kind of accidentel teftimony to this truth, and to

publifli it to different nations, by the infcription upoi|

the crofs in the three languages then mcft in ufe, the

Latin,

* Percrebuerat oriente toto vetus & conftans opinio, cfTe in fatis,

nteo tempore Judea proiecti rerum potirentur. Suet, in Vefp. c. 4,

The faiTienefs of the expeftation is remarkably evident, irom the

famenefsof the words in which theie two hilloriansexprels it. Judca

frofeSi rerum potire7:izir. It was not only a common expeiftaUoti;

but ir was commonly cxprelTcd in the fame language
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Latin, Greek, and Hebrew : This is Jefus of Nazareth^

the King of the Jews ; and all the remonftrances of the

Jews could not prevail upon him to alter it. Finally,

it is he that wears upon his veflure, and upon his thigh.,

this name written.^ King of kings^ and Lord of lords.

Rev. xix. 1 6. and as his name is, fo is he.

Thus you fee, my brethren, by thefe inftances, fe-

lefted out of many, that the kingly charafter and do-

minion of our Lord Jefus runs through the whole

Bible. That of a king is his favourite chara6ter in

which he glories, and which is the moft expreffive of

his office. And this confideration alone may convince

you that this character is of the greateft importance,

and worthy of your moft attentive regard.

It is the mediatorial kingdom of Chriftthatis here

intended, not that which as God he exercifes over all

the works of his hands : it is that kingdom which is

an empire of grace, an adminiftration of mercy over

our guilty world. It is the difpenfation intended for

the falvation of fallen finners of our race by the gofpel j

and on this account the gofpel is often called the king-

dom of heaven ; becaufe its happy confequences are

not confined to this earth, but appear in heaven in the

higheft perfection, and laft through all eternity.

Hence, not only the church of Chrift on earth, and

the difpenfation of the gofpel, but all the faints in

heaven, and that more finiflied oeconomy under which

they are placed, are all included in the kingdom of

Chriil. Here his kingdom is in its infancy, but in

heaven is arrived to perfedion •, but it is fubftantially

the fame. Though the immediate defign of this king-

doni is the falvation of believers of the guilty race of

iman, and fuch are its fubjefls in a peculiar fenfe

;

yet it extends to all worlds, to heaven, and earth, and

hell. The whole univerfe is put under a m.ediatorial

head ; but then, as the apoftle obferves, he is made

head overall thijtgs to his churchy Eph. i. 22. that is,

for the benefit and falvation of his church. As Me-
diator he is carrying on a glorious fcheme for the re-

"
• covery
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covery of man, and all parts of the univerfe are in-

terefted or concern themfelves in this grand event -,

and therefore they are all fubjefced to him, that he may
fo manage them as to promote this end, and baffle and

overwhelm all oppofition. The eled angels rejoice

in fo benevolent a defign for peopling their manfions,

left vacant by the fall of fo many of their fellow-angels,

with colonies tranfplanted from our world, from a race

of creatures that they had given up for loft. And
therefore Chrift, as a Mediator, is made the head of

all the heavenly armies, and he employs them as his

minijiering fpirits^ to minifter to them that are heirs of

falvation. Heb. i. 14. Thefe glorious creatures are

always on the wing ready to difcharge his orders in

any part of his vaft empire, and delight to be employ-

ed in the fervices of his mediatorial kingdom. This

is alfo an event in which the fallen angels deeply in-

tereft themfelves; they have united all their force and

art for near fix thoufand years to diiturb and fubvert

his kingdom, and blaft the defigns of redeeming love;

they therefore are all fubje6led to the controul of

Chrift, and he ftiortens and lengthens their chains as

he pleafes, and they cannot go an hair's breadth be-

yond his permiffion. The fcriptures reprefent our

world in its ftate of guilt and mi'ery as the kingdom
of Satan ; finners, while ftaves to fin, are his fubje^^ls

;

and every a(5l of difbbedience ag -'nft God is an a<fl of

homage to this infernal prince. iJlence Satan is called

the God of this worlds 2 Cor. iv. a. the prince of this

worlds Johnxii. 31. the power of darknefs^\^\ik.Q-xxn.

§^. the prince of the power of the air., the Spirit that

now worketh in the children of difohedience. Eph. ii. 3.

And finners are faid to be taken captive by him at hk
will. 2. Tim. ii. 26. Hence alfo the minifters Of

Chrift, who are employed to recover finners to a ftate

of holinefs and happinefs, are reprefented as foldiers

armed for war ; not indeed with carnal weapons, but

with thofe which are fpiritual, plain truth arguments,

and miracles; zndi thefe are made mighty through God to

the
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the pulling down of ftrong holds^ cajlijig down imagina-

tions^ and every high thing that exalteth iifelf againji

the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every

thought to the obedience of Chrijt. 2 Cor. x. 3, 4, 5.

And chriftians in general are reprefented as wrejiling,

nofy with fiejlo and blood, but againfi principalities, againji

powers, againji the rulers of the darknefs of this world,

sgainji jpiritual wickednejjes in high places. Eph. vi. 12.

Hence alfo in particular it is that the death of Chrift

is reprefented not as a defeat, but as an illuftrious con-

queft gained over the powers of hell •, becaufe, by this

means a way was opened for the deliverance of finners

from under their power, and reftoring them into li-

berty and the favour of God. By that ftrange con-

temptible weapon, the crofs, and by the glorious re-

furreftion of Jefus, h.Q jpoiled principalities and powers,

and made a Jbew of them openly, triumphing over them.

Col. ii. 15. Through d-eaih, fays the apoftle, he de-

Jlroyed him that had the power of death ; that is, the

devil Heb. ii. 14. Had not Chrift by his death of-

fered a propitiatory facrifice for the fiiis of men, they

v/ould have continued for ever under the tyraimy of

Satan ; but he has purchafed liberty, life, and falva-

tion for them ; and thus he hath deftroyed the king-

dom of darknefs, and tranflated multitudes from it

into his own gracious and glorious kingdom.
Hence, upon the right of redemption, his media-

torial authority extends to the infernal regions, and he

controuls and retrains thofe malignant, mighty, and

turbulent potentates, according to his pleafure. Far-

ther, the inanimate world is connected with our Lord's

defign to fave finners, and therefore is fubjedled to

him as Mediator. He caufes the fun to rife, the rain

to fall, and the earth to yield her increafe, to furnilTi

provifion for the fubjedls of his grace, and to raife,

fupport and accommodate heirs for his heavenly king-

dom. As for the fons of men, who are more imme-
diately concerned intliis kingdom, and for whofe fake

it was erec%=d, they are all its fubjeds ^ but then they

are
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are of different forts, according to their charaders.

Multitudes are rebels againft his government •, that is,

they do not voluntarily fubmit to his authority, nop

chufe they to do his fervice: they will not obey his

laws. But they are his fubjec^s notwithilanding ; that

is, he rules and manages them as he pleafes, whether

they will or not. This power is neceffary to carry on
fuccefsfully his gracious defign towards his people;

for unlefs he had the management of his enemies, they

might baffle his undertaking, and fuccefsfully counter-

a6l the purpofes of his love. The kings of the earth,

as well as vulgar rebels of a private chara6ler, have

often fet themfelves againft his kingdom, and fome-

times they have flattered themfelves they had entirely

demolifhed it.* But Jefus reigns abfolute and fupreme
over the kings of the earth, and over-rules and con-

trouls them as he thinks proper •, and he difpofes all

the revolutions, the rifes and falls of kingdoms and
empires, fo as to be fubfervient to the great defigns of
his mediation ; and their united policies and powers
cannot fruftrate the work which he has undertaken.

But beiides thefe rebellious involuntary fubjeds, he
has (blefled be his name !) gained the confent ofthou-

fands, and they have become his willing fubjec^s by
their own choice. They regard his authority, they

love his government, they make it their ftudy to pleafe

him, and to do his will. Over thefe he exercifes a

government of fpecial grace here, and he will make
them the happy fubjeds of the kingdom of his glory

hereafter. And it is his*government over thefe that

I intend more particularly to confider. Once more,
the kingdom of Jefus is not confined to this world,

but all the millions of mankind in the invilible world

are under his dominion, and will continue fo to ever-

lafting ages. He is the Lord of the dead and the living,

Rom. xiv. 9. and has the keys of Hades, the vaft in-

vifible

* In the loth and Jafl Roman perfecution, Dioclef.anh^A a medal
ftruft with this infcription, " The chriftian name demolifhi'd, and
tbc worftiip of the gods reftored,"
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vifible world (including heaven as well as hell) and of

death. Rev. i. i8. It is he that turns the key, and

opens the door of death for mortals to pafs from world

to world : it is he that opens the gates of heaven, and

welcomes and admits the nations that keep the com-
mandments of God : and it is he that opens the prifoii

of hellj and locks it faft upon the prifoners of divine

juftice. He will for ever exercife authority over the

vaft regions of the unfeen world, and the unnumbered
multitudes of fpirits with which they are peopled.

You hence fee, my brethren, the univerfal extent of

th.Q Redeemer's kingdom ; and in this refpedl how
much does it differ from all the kingdoms of the

earth? The kingdoms of Great-Britain, France,

China, Perfia, are but little fpots of the globe. Our
world has indeed been opprefled in former times with

v/hat mortals call univerfal monarchies ; fuch were the

Babylonian, the Perfian, the Grecian, and efpecially

the Roman. But in truth, thefe were fo far from be-

ing ftri(5lly univerfal, that a confiderable part of the

habitable earth was not fo much as known to them.

But this is an empire ftridly univerfal. It extends

over land and fea ; it reaches beyond the planetary

worlds, and all the luminaries of heaven ; nay, be*

yond the throne of the moft exalted archangels, and

downward to the loweft abyfs in hell. An univerfal

empire in the hands of a mortal is an huge, unwieldy

thing ', an heap of confufion -, a burthen to mankind

;

and it has alvv^ays ruihed headlong from its glory, and

fallen to pieces by its own weight. But Jefus is equal

to the immenfe province of an empire ftridly univer-

fal : his hand is able to hold the reins ; and it is the

bleffing of our world to be under his adminiftration.

He will turn what appears to us fcenes of confufion

into perfed: order, and convince all worlds that he has

not taken one wrong ftep in the whole plan of his in-

finite government.

The kingdoms of the world have their laws and

ordinances, and fo has the kingdom of Chrifl. Look
into
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into your Bibles', and there you will find the laws of
this kingdom, from its firft foundation immediately

upon the fall of man. The laws of human govern-

ments are often defedive or unrighteous ; but thefe are

perfect, holy, juft, and good. Human laws are en-

forced v/ith faniflions ; but the rewards and punifhments
can only affedt our mortal bodies, and cannot reach

beyond the prefent life : but the fandions of thefe di-

vine laws are eternal, and there never fhall be an end
to their execution. Everlafting happinefs and ever-

lafting mifery, of the moft exquifite kind and the

highell: degree, are the rewards andpunifhments which
the immortal King diftributes among his immortal
fubjeds ; and they become his character, and are adapt-

ed to their nature.

Human laws extend only to outward actions, but
thefe laws reach the heart, and the principle of adion
within. Not a fecret thought, not a motion of the

foul, is exempted from them. If the fubjecls of earth-

ly kings obferve a decorum in their outward conduit,

and give no vifible evidence of diiloyalty, they are

treated as good fubjeds, though they fnould be ene-

mies in their hearts. " But Jefus is the Lord of
fouls •," he makes his fubjedts bow their hearts as well

as the knee to him. He fweetly commands their

thoughts and affeftions as well as their external prac-

tice, and makes himfelf inwardly beloved as well as

outwardly obeyed. His fubjeds are fuch on whom he
may depend: they are all ready to lay down their

lives for him. Love, cordial, unfeigned, ardent love,

is the principle of all their obedience -, and hence it is

that his commandments are not grievous, but delight-

ful to them.

Other kings have their minifters and officers of

{late. In like manner Jefus employs the armies of
heaven as miniftering fpirits in his mediatorial king-

dom : befides thefe he has minifters, of an humbler
form, who negociate more immediately in his name
with mankind. Thefe are intrufted with the miniftry

Oo of
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of reconciliation, to befeech men, in his ftead, to be

reconciled to God. Thefe are appointed to preach

his word, to adminifter his ordinances, and to manage
the affairs of his kingdom. This view gives a pecu-

har dignity and importance to this office. Thefe
ihould be adorned, not like the minifters of earthly-

courts, with the trappings of gold and filver, but with

the beauties of holinefs, the ornament of a meek and
quier, zealous and faithful fpirit, and a life becoming
tht gofpel of Chiift.

Other kings have their foldiers : fo all the legions

of the ele(5l angels, the armies of heaven, are the fol-

diers of Jefjs Chrift, and under his command. This
he afierted when he was in fuch defencelefs circum-

ftances, that he feemed to be abandoned by. heaven
and earth. " I could pray to my Father, fays he, and
lie would fend me more than twelve legions of angels.

Matt. xxvi. 53. I cannot forbear reading to you one
of the moil majeftic defcriptions of this all-conquer-

ing hero and his army, which the language of mor-
tality is capable of. Rev. xix. 11. 16. Ifaw heaven

open, fays St, John, and behold a white horfe, an em-
blem of vi6cory and triumph, and he that fat upon him
was called Faithful and True. How different a cha-

fadler from that of mortal conquerors ! " And in

righteoufnefs he doth judge and make war." War is

generally a fcene of injuftice and lawlefs violence; and
thofe plagues of mankind v/e call heroes and warriors,

ufe their arms to gratify their own avarice or ambi-

tion, and make encroachments upon others. Jefus,

the Prince of Peace, makes war too, but it is in riph-

teoufnefs ; it is in the caufe of righteoufnefs he takes

up arms. The divine defcription proceeds : His eyes

were as a flame of fire \ and on his head were many
crowns, emblems of his manifold authority over the

various kingdoms of the world, and the various re-

gions of the univerfe. And he was clothed with a vef-

ture dipt in blood, in the blood of his enemies; and

his name was called. The Word of God : a?id the armies

which
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which were in heaven^ followed him upon white horfes,

clothed in fine linen., white and clean : tlie whiteft inno-

cence and purity, and the beauties of holinefs are, as

it were, the uniform, the regimentals of thefe celcf-

tial armies. And out of his mouth goeth afharp fword^

that with it he /Jjould fmite the nations: and he Jhall rule

them with a rod of iron •, and he treadeth the wine prefs

of the fiercenefs and wrath of Almighty God ; and he

hath on his veflure and on his thigh a name written^

King of kings^ and Lord of lords. In what manner
the war is carried on between the armies of heaven

and the powers of hell, we know not; but that there

is really fomething of this kind, we may infer from

Rev. xii. 7, 9. 'There was war in heaven: Michael

and his angels fought againfi the dragon ; and the dra-

gonfought jind his angels., andprevailed not., neither was
there place found any more in heaven. And the great

dragon was cafl out^ that old ferpant called the Devil

and Satan.

Thus you fee all the hoft of heaven are volunteers

under the Captain of our falvation. Kay, he mar-

ihals the ftars, and calls them by their names. The

ftars in their courfes, fays the fublime Deborah, fought

againfi Sifera., the enemy of God's people. Judges v.

20. Every part of the creation ferves under him,

and he can commiffion a gnat, or a fly, or the meaneft

infedl, to be the executioner of his enemies. Fire

and water, hurricanes and earthquakes -, earthquakes

which have fo lately fhattered fo great a part of our

globe, now tottering with age, and ready to fall to

pieces, and bury the guilty inhabitants in its ruins,

all thefe fight under him, and confpire* to avenge his

quarrel with the guilty fons of men. The fubjeds

of his grace in particular are all fo many foldiers;

their life is a conftant warfare-, and they are inceflant-

ly engaged in hard confiift with temptations from

without, and the infurredlions of fln from within.

Sometimes, alas ! they fall; but their General lifts

them up again, aad infpires them wi'h flrcngth to

reneTi'
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renew the fight. They fight moft fuccefsfuliy upon
their knees., This is the mofi: advantageous pofture

for the foldiers of Jefus Chrift ; for prayer brings

down recruits from heaven in the hour of difficulty.

They are indeed but poor weakHngs and invalids ;

and yet they overcome, through the blood of the

Lamb; and he makes them conquerors, yea more
than conquerors. It is the military character of chrif-

tians that gives the apoftle occafion to addrefs them
in the military ftile, like a general at the head of his

army. Eph. vi. lo— 18. Be Jlrong in the Lord^ and
in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of
Gody that ye may be able to ftand againft the wiles of the

devil. Stand therefore^ having your loins girt about with

truths and having on the breajtplate of righteoufnefs^ and
your feetflood with the preparation of the gofpel ofpeace ;

above all^ taking the fhield of faith^ wherewith ye foall
he able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And
take the helmet offalvation^ and the fword of the fpirit,

which is the word of God., praying always with allprayer

and fupplication. The miniilers of the gofpel in parti-

cular, and efpecially the apoftles, are foldiers, or officers,

5n this fpiritual army. Hence St. Paul fpeaks of his

office, in the military flile; / have., fays he, fought
the goadfight . 2 Tim. iv. 7. V/e zvar., fays he, though

it be not after the flefij. The humble dodirines of the

crofs are our weapons, and thefe are mighty through
God, to demolifh the fircng holds of the prince of dark-

nefs, and to bring every thought into a joyful captivity

to the obedience of faith. 2 Cor. x. 3—5. Fight the

good fighty fays he to Timothy, i Tim. vi. 12. And
again, thou therefore endure hardnefs., as a good foldier

of Jefus Chrifi. 1 Tim. ii. 3. The great defign of

the gofpel-miniftry is to refcue enflaved fouls from the

tyranny of fin and Satan, and to recover them into a

l^ate of liberty and loyalty to Jefus Chrift-, or, in the

words of the apoftle, to turn them from darknefs to

light., and from thepower of Satan unto God. Adls xxvi.

J 8. Mortals indeed are verv unequal for the con-

fiidv
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Aid -, but their fuccefs more confpicuoufly ihews that

the excellency of the power is of God : and many hr.ve

they fubdued, through his ftrength, to the obedience

of faith, and made the willing captives of the crofs

of our divine Immanuel. Other kingdoms are often

founded in blood, and many lives are loft on both fides

in acquiring them. The kingdom of Chrift, too, was

founded in blood •, but it was the blood of his own
heart : life was loft in the conflid -, but it was his own

;

his own life loft, to purchafe life for his people.

Others have waded to empire through the blood of

mankind, and even of their own fubjeds, but Chrift

fhed only his own blood to fpare that of his foldiers.

The general devotes his life as a facnfice to fave his

army. The Fabii and Decii of Rome, who devoted

themfelves for their country, v/ere but faint fhadov/s

of this divine bravery. O ! the generous patriotifm,

the ardent love of the Captain of our falvation ! Hov/
amiable does his character appear, in contraft with

that of the kings of the earth ! They often facrifice

the lives of their fubjeds, while they keep themfelves

out of danger, or perhaps are rioting at eafe in the

pleafures and luxuries of a court -, but Jefus engaged

in the conflidt with death and hell alone. He ftood

a fingle champion in a field of blocd. He conquered

lor his people by falling himfelf : he fubdued his and

their enemies by refigning himfelf to their pov/er.

Worthy is fuch a general to be Commander in Chief

of the hofts of God, and to lead the armies of heaven

and earth ! Indeed much blood has been fhed in

carrying on this kingdom. The earth has been foak-

ed with the blood of the faints ; and millions have re-

fifted even unto blood, ftriving againft fin, and nobly

kid down their lives for the fake of Chrift and a good
confcience. Rome has been remarkably the feat of
perfecution-, both formerly under the Heathen Em-
perors, and in latter times, under a fucceftion of Pope?,

ftill more bloody and tyrannical. There were no lefs

than ten general perfecutions under the Heathen Em-
perors,
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perors, through the vaft Roman empire, in a little

more than two hundred years, which followed one

another in a cloib fucceffion ; in which innumerable

multitudes of chriftians loft their lives by an endlefs

variety of tortures. And fince the church of Rome
has ufurped her authority, the blood of the faints has

hardly ever ceafed running in fome country or other ;

though, blefled be God, many kingdoms iliookoffthe

yoke at the ever-memorable period of the Reforma-
tion, above two hundred years ago ; which has great-

ly weakened that perfecut^ng power. This is that

myftical Babylon which was reprefented to St. John
as drunken with the blood cf the faints., and with the

blood of the martyrs of Jefus. Rev. xvii. 6. In her

was found the blood of the prophets, and of the faints,

and of all that were flain upon the earth, ch. xviii. 24.

And thefe fcenes of blood are ftill perpetrated in

France, that plague of Europe, that has of late ftretch-

ed her murderous arm acrofs the wide ocean to difturb

us in thefe regions of peace. There the Proteftants

are ftill plundered, chained to the gallies, broken alive

upon the torturing wheel, denied the poor favour of

abandoning their country and their all, and flying nak-

ed to beg their bread in other nations. Thus the

harmlefs fubjefls of the Prince of Peace have ever

been ftaughtered from age to age, and yet they arc

reprefented as triumphant conquerors. Hear a poor

perfecuted Paul on this head: In tribulation^ in difirefs,

in perfecution^ in nakednefs, in peril and fword, we are

conquerors-^ we.are more than conquerors .,
through him that

loved us. Rom. viii. 06, Q.y. Thanks be to God who al-

ways caufeth us to triumph in Chrifi. 2 Cor. ii. 14. What-
foeverisborn of God., fays the Evangelift, overcorneth the

world. I John v. 4. Whence came that glorious army
which we fo often fee in the Revelation ? We are

told, they came cut ofgreat tribulation, ch. vii. 14. And
they overcame by the blood of the Lamb., and by the word

of their tefiimony ; end they loved not their lives unto the

death, ch. xii. 11. They that fu^ered tortures and

death
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death under the benil, are faid to have gotten the viSiory

over him. ch. xv. 2. Vidory and triumph found ftrange

when thus afcribed-,—but the gofpel helps us to un-

derftand this myftery. By thefe fufferings they ob-

tained the ilkiftrious crown of martyrdom, and pecu-

liar degrees of glory and happinefs through an endlefs

duration. Their death was but a fhort tranlition from

the lowed and more remote regions of their Redeem-

er's kingdom into his immediate prefence and glorious

court in heaven. A temporal death is rewarded with

an immortal life •, and their light nfli^ions, which zvere

but for a moment^ wrought out for them a far more ex-

ceeding and eternal weight of glory. 2 Cor. iv. 17. Even
in the agonies of torture their fouls were often filled

with fuch delightful fenfations of the love cf God, as

fwallowed up the fenfations of bodily pain ; and a bed

of flames was fweeter to them than a bed of rofes.

Their fouls were beyond the reach of all the inftru-

ments of torment-, and as to their bodies they Ihall

yet have a glorious refurreclion to a blefied immorta-

lity. And now I leave you to judge, whether they

or their enemies got the victory iw this conflidl ; and

which had moft caufe to triumph. Like their Mafter,

they rofe by falling-, they triumphed over their ene-

mies by fubmitting, like lambs, to their power. If

the foldiers of other generals die in the field, it is not

in the power of their commanders to reward them.

But the foldiers of Jefus Chrift, by dying, are, as it

were, carried in triumph from the field of blood into

the prefence of their Mafter, to receive his approba-

tion, and a glorious crown. Death puts them into a

capacity of receiving and enjoying greater rewards

than they are capable of in the prefent flate. And
thus it appears, that his foldiers always v/in the day ;

or, as the apoftle exprefies it, he caiifes them always to

triumph; and not one of them has ever been or ever

fhall be defeated, however weak and helplefs in him*

felf, and however terrible the power of his enemies.

—And O ! when all thefe warriors meet at length

from
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from every corner of the earth, and, as it were, pafs

in review before their General in the fields of heaven,

with their robes wafned in his blood, with palms of
vidlory in their hands, and crowns of glory on their

heads, all dreffed in uniform with garments of falva-

tion, what a glorious army will they make ! and how
will they caufe heaven to ring with fhouts of joy and
triumph !

The founders of earthly kingdoms are famous for

their heroic adticns. They have braved the dangers

of fea and land, routed powerful armies, andfubjeft-

ed nations to their will. They have ihed rivers of

blood, laid cities in ruins, and countries in defolation.

Thefe are the exploits which have rendered the Alex-

anders, the Csefars, and other conquerors of this

world, famous through all nations and ages. Jefus

had his exploits too,-, but they were all of the graci-

ous and beneficent kind. His conquefts were fo many
deliverances, and his vidories falvations. He fub-

dued, in order to fet free ; and made captives to de-

liver them from flavery. He conquered the legions

of hell, that feemed let loofe at that time, that he
might have opportunity of difplaying his power over

them, and that mankind might be fenfible how much
they needed a deliverer from their tyranny.—He
triumphed over the temptations of Satan in the wil-

dernefs, by a quotation from his own word. He ref-

cued wretched creatures from his power by an almigh-

ty command. He conquered the moft Inveterate and

fiubborn difeafes, and reftored health and vigour with

a word of his mouth. He vanquifhed fiubborn fouls

with the power of his love, and made them his willing

people. He triumphed over death, the king of ter-

rors, and delivered Lazarus from the prifon of the

grave, as an earneft and firfl-fruits of a general refur-

reftion. Nay, by his own inherent powers he broke

the bonds of death, and forced his way to his native

heaven. He 'deflroyed him that had the power of

death, /. e. the devil, by his own death, and laid the

foundation
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foundation in his own blood for deftroying his ufurped.

kingdom, and forming a glorious kingdom of willing

fubjei5ls redeemed from his tyranny.

The death of fome great conquerors, particular!/

of Julius Casfar, is faid to be prognofticated or at-

tended with prodigies : but none equal to thofe which
folemnized the death of Jefus. The earth trembled,

the rocks were burft to pieces, the vail of the temple

was rent, the heavens were clothed in mourning, and

the dead ftarted into life. And no wonder, when the

Lord of nature was expiring upon a crofs. He fub-

dued and calmed the ftormy wind, and the bolflerous

waves of the fea. In fhort, he fliewed an abfolute

fovereignty over univerfal nature, and managed the

moft unruly elements with a fingle word. Other con-

querors have gone from country to country, carrying

defolation along with them ; Jefus went about doing

good. His miraculous powers were but powers of

miraculous mercy and beneficence. He could eafily

have advanced himfelf to a temporal kingdom, and
routed all the forces of the earth-, but he had no am-
bition of this kind. He that raifed Lazarus from the

grave could eafily reftore his fo-ldiers to vigour and
life, after they had been wounded or killed. He that

fed five thoufand with five loaves and two fifhes, could

have fupported his army with plenty of provifion in

the greateft fcarcity. He that walked upon the boif-

terous ocean, and enabled Peter to do the fame, could

eafily have tranfported his forces from country to

country, without the conveyance of fhips. Nay, he

was capable by his own fingle power to have gained

univerfal conqueft. What could all the armies of the

earth have done againft him, who {truck an armed

company down to the earth with only a word of his

mouth ? But the{e were not the vidories he affe(5led

:

Vidories of grace, deliverances for the opprefTed, fal-

vation for the loft-, thefe were his heroic aftions. He
glories in his being mighty to fave. Ifaiah Ixiii. i.

When his warm difciples made a motion that he ihould

P p employ
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employ his miraculous powers to punifh the Samaritans

v/ho ungratefully refufed him entertainment, he re-

buked them, and anfvvered like the Prince of Peace,

The Son of man is not come to dejiroy mens lives, but to

fave. Luke ix. ^6. He came to feek and to fave that

"johichwas loji. Luke xix. 10. O how amiable a cha-

racter this ! How much more lovely the Saviour of

ilnners, the Deliverer of fouls, than the enflavers and

deftroyers of mankind ; which is the general character

of the renowned heroes of our world ? Who has ever

performed fuch truly heroic and brave acflions as this

almighty conqueror ? He has pardoned the moft ag-

gravated crimes, in a confiftency with the honours of
the divine government : he has delivered an innumer-

able multitude of immortal fouls from the tyranny of

fin and the powers of hell, fet the prifoners fi-ee, and

brought them into the liberty of the Son of God j he

has peopled heaven with redeemed {laves, and advanced

them to royal dignity. All his JubjeBs are kings. Rev.
i. 6. "To him that overcometh, fays he, will Igrant to fit

with me in my throne, even as I alfo overcame, and amfet

down with my father in his throne. Rev. iii. 21. They
fhal! all be adorned with royal robes and crowns of un-

fading glory. They are advanced to empire over their

lufts and paflions, and all their enemies. Who ever

gave fuch encouragement to his foldiers as this. If we
fuffer with him, we know we fhall alfo reign with him ?

2 Tim. ii. 12. What mortal general could beftow im-

mortality and perfect happinefs upon his favourites ?

But thefe boundlefs bleffings Jefus has to beftow. In

human governments merit is often neglected, and thofe

who ferve their country beft are often rewarded with

degradation. But none have ever ferved the King of

kings in vain. The leail good action, even the giving

a cup of water to one of his neceffitous faints, fhall not

pafs unrewarded in his government.

Other kiners have their arms, their fwords, their

cannon, and other inftruments of deftrudion •, and with

thcfe they acquire and defend their dominions. Jefus,

our
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our king, has his arms too, but O ! of how different

a kind ! The force of evidence and conviflion in his

doftrine, attefl:ed with miracles, the energy of his dy-

ing love, the gentle, and yet efficacious influence of his

holy fpirit ; thefe are the weapons with which he con-

quered the world. His gofpel is the great magazine

from whence his apoftles, the firft founders of his king-

dom, drew their arms-, and with thefe they fubdued

the nations to the obedience of faith. The go/pel^ fays

St. Paul, is the power of God unto falvation. Rom. i.

16. The humble doftrines of the crofs became al-

mighty, and bore down all before them, and after a

time fubdued the vafl: Roman empire which had fub-

dued the world. The holy fpirit gave edge and force

to thefe weapons -, and, bleffed be God, though they

are quite impotent v/ithout his affiftance, yet when he

concurs they are ftill fuccefsful. Many flubborn Tin-

ners have been unable to refift the preaching of Chrift

crucified : they have found him indeed the power of

God. And is it not aftonifhing that any one fliould

be able to ftand it out againft his dying love, and con-

tinue the enemy of his crofs .'' /, fays he, if I be lifted

up from the earthy i. e, if I be fufpended on the crofs,

will draw all men unto me. John xii. 32. You fee he

expefled his crofs would be an irrefiftible weapon.

And O ! blelTed Jefus, who can fee thee expiring there

in agonies of torture and love •, who can fee thy blood

gufhing in ftreams from every vein, who can hear thee

there, and not melt into fubmiffion at thy feet ! Is^

there one heart in this aiTembly proof againft the energy

of this bleeding, agonizing, dying love? Methinks
fuch a fight muft kindle a correfpondent affe6i:ion in

your hearts towards him j and it is an exploit of wick-

ednefs, it is the laft defperate effort of an impenetrable

heart, to be able to refift.

Other conquerors march at the head of their troops,

with all the enfigns of power and grandeur, and their

forces numerous, inured to war, and well armed : and
froni fuch appearances and preparations who is there
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but what expeds vidlory ? But fee the defpifed Naza-
rene, without riches, without arms, without forces,

confli<5ling with the united powers of earth and hell;

or fee a company of poor fifhermen and a tent-roaker,

with no ether powers but thofe of doing good, with no
other arms but thofe of reafon, and th£ flrange unpo-
pular dodrines of a crucified Chrifi: ! fee the profefied

followers of a mafter that was hung like a maietadtor

and a flave, fee thefe men marching out to encounter

the powers of darknefs, the whole ftrength of the Ro-
man empire, the lufts, prejudices, and interefts of all

nations, and travelling from country to country, with-

out guards, without friends, expofed to infuk and con-

tempt, to the rage of perfecution, to all m.anner of tor-

mented deaths which earth or hell could invent : fee

ihio little army marching into the wide world, in thefe

circumftances, and can you expert they will have any

fuccefs ? Does this appear a promifing expedition ?

No; human reafon would forebode they will focn be

cut in pieces, and the chriftian caufe buried with them.

But thefe unpromifing champions, with the aid of the

Holy Spirit, conquered the world, and fpread the re-

ligion of the crucified Jefus among all nations. It is

true they loft their lives in the caufe, like brave foldiers j

but the caufe did not die with them. Their blood

proved the feed of the church. Their caufe is immortal

and invincible. Let devils in hell, let Heathens, Jews,

£ind Mahometans, let Atheifts, Free-thinkers, Papifts,

2.nd penccutors of every charader, do their worft •, ftill

this caufe will live in fpite of them. All the enemies

of Chrift Yvill be obliged to confefs at laft, v/ith Julian

the apcftate Roman emperor, v/ho exerted ail his art

to abclilh chriftianity ; but, when mortally v/ounded in

battle, outrageoufly fprinkled his blood towards heaven^

and cried out, Vidjli, O GrdiU-s! " Thou haft con-

quered, O Galilean !'' Yes, my brethren, Jefus, the

Prophet of Galilee, will pufli Jiis conquefts from coun-

try to country, until all nations fubmit to him. And,

.|?kfled be his name, his vidcrious arm has reached to
'' '

lis
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us in thefe ends of the earth ; here he has fubdued fome

obftinate rebels, and made their reluftant fouls willingly

bow in affedlionate homage to him. And may I not

produce fome of you as the trophies of his viftory ?

Has he not rooted out the enmity of your carnal minds,

and fwcetly conllrained you to the moft affedionate

obedience ? Thus, blefled Jefus ! thus go on conquer-

ing, and to conquer. Qird thy /word upon thy thigh, O
moji mighty ! and in thy glory and majefty ride profper-

oufly through our land, and make this country a dutiful

province of the dominion of thy grace. My brethren,

ihould we all become his willing fubjeds, he would no

longer fuffer the perfidious flaves of France, and their

favage allies, to chaflife and punifh us for our rebellion

againft him •, but peaceJhould again run down like a river,

and righteoufnefs like a mighty Jlream.

The kingdoms of the world have their rife, their

progrefs, perfedlion, declenfion, and ruin. And in thefe

things, the kingdom of Chrift bears fome refemblance

to them, excepting that it fhall never have an end.

Its rife was fmall at firft, and it has paffed through

many revolutions in various ages. It was firft founded

in the family of Adam, but in about 1600 years, the

fpace between the creation and the jflood, it was almofb

demolifhed by the wickednefs of the world •, and at

length confined to the little family of Noah. After the

flood, the world foon fell into idolatry, but, that this

kingdom of Chrift might not be deftroyed quite, it was

credled in the family ofAbraham •, and among the Jev/s

it continued until the coming of Chrift in the flefh.

This was indeed but the infancy of his kingdom, and

indeed is feldom called by that name. It is the gofpel

conftitution that is reprefented as the kingdom ofChrift,

in a fpeclal {^^{q. This was but very fmall and unpro-

mlfing at firft. When its Founder was dying upon
Calvary, and all his followers had forfaken him and

iled, who v/ould have thought it v/ould ever have come
^to any thing, ever have recovered ? But it revived with

him; and, when he furnifhed his apoftles v/ith gifts

and
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and graces for their miffion, and fent them, forth to in-

creafe his kingdom, it made its progrefs through

the world with amazing rapidity, notwithftanding it

met with very early and powerful oppofition. The
Jews fet themfelves againil: it, avd raifed perfecutions

againft its minifters, wherever they went. And pre-

fently the tyrant Nero employed all the power of the

Roman empire to crufli them. Peter, Paul, and
thoufands of the chriftians fell a prey to his rage, like

fheep for the flaughter. This perfecution was conti-

nued under his fucceflbrs, with but little interruption,

for about two liundred years.

But, under all thefe preflures, the church bore up
her head ; yea, the more fhe was trodden, the more
ihe fpread and flouriflied; and at length flie was deli-

vered from oppreflion by Conftantine the Great, about

the year 320. But now fhe had a more dangerous

enemy to eircounter, I mean profperity : and this did

her much more injury than all the perfecutions of her

enemies. Now the kingdom of Chrift began to be

corrupted with herefies : the miniftry of the gofpel,

formerly the moft dangerous pofts in the world, now
became a place of honour and profit, and men began

to thruft themfelves into it from principles of avarice

and ambition ; fuperftition and corruption of morals

increafed-, and at length the Bifhop of Rome fet up
for univerfal head of the church in the year 606, and

gradually the whole monftrous fyftem of popery was
formed and eftablifhed, and continued in force for near

a thoufand years. The kingdom of Chrift was now
at a low ebb ; and tyranny and fuperftition reigned

under that name over the greateft part of the chriftian

world. Neverthelefs our Lord ftill had his witneftes.

The Waldenfes and Aibigenfes, John Hus, and Je-
rome of Prague, and Wickliffe in England, oppofed

the torrent of corruption j until at length, Luther,

Calvin, Zuinglius, and feveral others, were made the

honoured inftruments of introducing the Reformation

from popery J when fundry whole kingdoms, which

had
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had given their power to the beaft, and particularly our

mother-country, fhook ofF the papal authority, and

admitted the pure light of the goipei. Since that time

the kingdom of Chrift has ftruggled hard, and it has

loft ground in feveral countries-, particularly in France,

Poland, Bohemia, &c. where there once were many
Proteftant churches •, but they are now in ruins. And,
alas ! thofe countries that ftill retain the reformed re-

ligion, have too generally reduced it into a mere for-

mality -, and it has but little influence upon the hearts

and lives even of its profcircrs. Thus we find the

cafe remarkably among us. This gracious kingdom
makes but little way in Virginia. The calamities of

war and famine cannot, alas ! draw fubjedts to it i but

we feeni generally determined to perifh in our rebel-

lion rather than fubmit. Thus it has been in this

country from its firft fettlement •, and how long it will

continue in this fituation is unknown to mortals : how-
ever, this we may know, it will not be fo always.

We have the ftrongeft afiurances that Jefus will yet

take to him his great power, and reign in a more ex-

tenfive and illuftrious manner than he has ever yet

done; and that the kingdoms of the earth fhall yet

become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrifi.

There are various parts of the heathen world where

the gofpel has never yet been ; and the Jews have

never yet been converted as a nation -, but both the

calling of the Jev/s and the fulnefs of the Gentiles,

you will find plainly foretold in the nth chapter to the

Romans ; and it is, no doubt, to render the accom-

plifhment of this event the more confpicuous, that

the Jews, who are difperfed all over the world, have,

by a ftrange, unprecedented, and fingular providence,

been kept a diftin6l people to this day, for 1 700 years;

though all other nations have been fo mixt and blend-

ed together, who were not half fo much difperfed into

different countries, that their diftind original cannot

be traced. Pofterity fhall fee this glorious event in

fome happy future period. How far it is from us, I

will



296 The Mediatorial Kingdom, z^c. Serm. lOo

will not determine : though, upon fome grounds, I

apprehend it is not very remote. I fhall live and die

in the unfhaken belief that our guilty world fhall yet

fee glorious days. Yes, my brethren, this defpifed

gofpel, that has fo little effecft in our age and country,

fhall yet fhine like lightning, or like the fun, through

all the dark regions of the earth. It fhall triumph

over Heathenifm, Mahometifm, Judaifm, Popery,

and all thofe dangerous errors that have infedled the

chriftian church. This gofpel, poor negroes, fhall

yet reach your countrymen, whom you left behind

you in Africa, in darknefs and the fhadow of death,

and blefs your eyes with the light of falvation: and
the Indian favages, that are now ravaging our coun-

try, fhall yet be transformed into lambs and dpves by
the gofpel of peace. The fcheme of Providence is

not yet completed, and much remains to be accom-

plifhed of what God has fpoken by his prophets, to

ripen the world for the univerfal judgment; but when
all thefe things are finifhed, then proclamation fhall be

made through all nature, " That Time fhall be no

more:" then the Supreme Judge, the fame Jefus that

afcended the crofs, will afcend the throne, and review

the affairs of time : then will he put an end to the

prefent courfe of nature, and the prefent form of ad-

mi niflration. Then fhall heaven and hell be filled with

their refpedive inhabitants : then will time clofe, and

eternity run on in one uniform tenor, without end.

But the kingdom of Chrift, though altered in its fitu-

ation and form of government, will not then come to

a conclufion. His kingdom is flridly the kingdom of

heaven; and at the end of this world, his fubjeds

will only be removed from thefe lower regions into a

more glorious country, where they and their King fhall

Jive together for ever in the moft endearing intimacy ;

where the noife and commotions of this refllefs world,

the revolutions and perturbations of kingdoms, the

terrors of war and perfecution, fliall no more reach

them ; but all will be perfed peace, love, and happi-

nefs.
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nefs, through immeafurable duration. This is the

laft and raoft illuftrious ftate of the kingdom of Chrift,

now fo fmall and weak in appearance : this is the final

grand refult of his adminiftration ; and it will appear

to admiring worlds wifely planned, glorioudy execut-

ed, and perfectly finifned.

What conqueror ever erefted fuch a kiiigdom!

"What fubjeds fo completely, fo laftingly happy, as

thofe of the blefled Jefus !

SERMON XI.

Things unfeen to be preferred to Things feen.

2 Cor. iv. 18. JFhilc we look not at the 'Things which

are feen^ but at the Things which are not feen ; for

the Things which arefeen are temporal : hut the Things

which are not feen are eternal.

AMONG all the caufes of the flupid unconcerned-

nefs of finners about religion, and the feeble

endeavours of ~ faints to improve in it, there is none
more common or more effedlual, than their not form-

ing a due eftimate of the things of time in comparifcn

of thofe of eternity. Our prefent affairs engrofs all

Qur thoughts, and exhauft all our adtivity, thpugh they

are but tranfitory trifles ; while the awful realities of

the future world are hid from our eyes by the veil of

flefh and the clouds of ignorance. Did lihefe break in,

upon our minds in all their almighty evidence and tre-

mendous importance, they would annihilate the moft

majeftic vanities of the prefent ftate, obfcure the glare

of earthly glory, render all its pleafures infipid, and
give us a noble infenfibility under all its forrows. A.

realizing view of the^e would fhock the libertine in

Q^q his
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his thought! efs career, tear off the hypocrite's mafk,

and inflame the devotion of languifhing faints. The
concern of mankind would then be how they might
make a fafe exit out of this world, and not how they

may live happy in it. Prefent pleafure and pain would
be fv/allowed up in the profpeft of everlafting happi-

nefs or mafery hereafter. Eternity, awful eternity,

would then be our ferious contemplation. The plea-

fures of fin would ftrike us Vs^ith horror, if they iflue

iri eternal pain, and our prefent afflidions, however
tedious and fevere, would appear but light and mo-
mentarVj if they work out for us a far more exceeding

and eternal weight of glory.

Thefe v^'ere the views the apoftle had of things, and

thefe their eftefls upon him. He inform.s us in this

chapter of his unwearied zeal to propagate the gofpcl

amidft all the hardfhips and dangers that attended the

painful difcharge of his miniftry. Though he bore

about in his body the dying of the Lord Jefus, though
he was always delivered unto death for Jefus' fake, yet

he fainted not ; and this was the profpedi; that animated

him, that his light affiiEiion^ which was but for a r.toment^

wouldworkfor him afar more exceeding and eternal weight

of glory. When we view his fufferings abfolutely,

without any reference to eternity, they were very heavy
and of many years continuance ; and when he repre-

fents them in this view, hov/ moving is the relation

!

fee 2 Cor. xi. 23—29. But when he views them in

the light of eternity, and compared with their glorious

ifllies, they fink into nothing --, then fcourging, ftoning,

imprifonment, and all the various deaths to which he
was daily expofed, are but light, trifling afflictions,

hardly worth nammg ; then a feries of uninterrupted

fufferings for many years are but afflidions that endure

for a moment. And when he views a glorious futu-

rity,' human language cannot exprefs the ideas he has

of the happinefs referved for him ; it is afar more ex-

ceeding and eternal weight of glory : a noble fentiment

!

and exprefl: in the fublimefl: manner the language of

mortals can admit of. It
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It is glory, in oppofition to afflidlion; a weight of

glory, in oppofition to light affliction -, a mafly oppref-

five bleflednefs, which it requires all the powers in the

foul, in their full exertion, to fupport: and in oppofi-

tion to afflidion for a moment, it is eternal glory : to

iinifn all, it is a/^r raore exceeding glory.*' What greater

idea can be grafped by the human mind, or exprefTed

in the feeble language of mortality ! Nothing but feel-

ing that weight of glory could enlarge his conception

;

and nothing but the dialed of heaven could better ex~

prefs it. No v/onder that, with this view of things, he

jhould reckon that the fufferings of the prefent life are not

worthy to be compared with the glory that [hall be revealed,

Rom. viii. 18.

The apoftle obferves, that he formed this eftimate

of things, while he looked not at the " things which

are feen, but at thofe which are not feen." By the

things that are feen, are meant the prefent life, and all

the things of time •, all the pleafures and pains, all the

labours, purfuits, and amufements of the prefent (late.

By the things that are not feen, are intended all the

invifible realities of the eternal world j all the beings,

the enjoyments and fufferings that lie beyond the reach.

of human fight •, as the great Father of fpirits, the

joys of paradife, and the punishments of heil. We
look on thefe invifible things, and not on thofe that are

feen. Thisfeems likeacontradidion^ but it is eafily

folved by underftanding this aft, defcribed by looking,

to be the aft not of the bodily eye, but of faith and
enlightened reafon. Faith is defined by this apoftle to

be the fubfiance of things hoped for^ and the evidence of
things not feen. Heb. xi. i. And it is the apoftle's

chief defign in that chapter, to give Inftances of the

furprifing efficacy of fuch a realizing belief of eternal

invifible things; fee particularly ver. 10, 13, 14, 16,

25, 26, 27. Hence to look not at vifible, but invifi-

ble

* The original far furpalFes the beft tranflation. The adjeflive

abfolute {to t^.aippoi/ TriT S^J-J'ft'E?) is very fignificant; and kcS' i/Vep-

€s^'»)ii j?r viri^QnT^nv n inimitable in our language.
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ble things., fignifies that the apoftle niade the latter the

chief objefls of his contemplations, that he was go-
verned in the whole of his condu6l; by the impreffion

of eternal things, and not by the prefent \ that he formed
his maxims and fchenies from a comprehenfive furvey

of futurities, and not "from a partial view of things pre-

fent j and, in fhort, that he adled as an expectant of
eternity, and not as an cverlafting inhabitant of this

wretched world. This he elfewhere expreffes in equi-

valent terms. We --walk by faith, end yiot ly fight, i,

Cor. V. 7.

Further, he affigns a reafon why he had a greater

regard to invifible things than vifible" in the regulating

of jiis conduft ; for the things which are feen are tempo-

ral ; but the things which are notfeen, fays he, are- eternal.

An important reafon indeed ! Eternity annexed to a

trifle v/ould advance it into infinite importance, but
when it is the attribute of the moft perfetl happinefs,

or of the moil e^quifite raifery, then it tranfcends all

comparifon: then all temporal happinefs and mifery,

however greatand lortg continued, fhrink into nothing,

is drowned and \o?t, like the fmalldrop of a bucket in

ihe boundlefs ocean.

My prefent defign, and the contents of the text^

prefcribe to me the follov/ing method:
I. I fhall give you a comparative view of vifible and

invifible things, that you may fee the trifling nature of

the one, and the importance of the other. This I

choofe to do under one head, becaufe by placing thefe

two clafTes of things In an immediate oppofition, wc
may the more eafily compare them, and fee their infi-

nite difparity. And,
II. I fhall fhew you the great and happy influence

a fultable impreflion of the fupcrior importance of in-

vifible to vifible things would have upon us.

I. I fhall give you a comparative view of vifible and

invifible things •, and we may compare vifible and in-

vifible things, as to thci:- intrinfic value, and as to their

duration.

I. As
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I. As to their intrinfic value-, and in this refpe6t

the difparity is inconceivable.

This I fhall illiiftrate in the two comprehenfive in-

ftances of pleafure and pain. To iliun the one, and ob-

tain the other, is the natural effort of the human mind.

This is its aim in all its endeavours and purfuits. The
innate defire of happinefs and averfion to mifery are the

two great fprings of all human activity j and, were

thefe fprings relaxed or broken, all bufinefs would ceafe,

ail activity would ftagnate, and univerfal torpor would
feize the world. And thefe principles are co-exiftent

with the foul itfelf, and v/iil continue in full vigour in

a future ftate. Nay, as the foul will then be matured,

and all its powers arrived to their complete perfeftion,

this eagernefs after happinefs, and averfion to mifery,

will be alfo more quick and vigorous. The foul in its

prefent ftate of infancy, like a young child, or a man
enfeebled and ftupified by ficknefs, is incapable of very

deep fenfations of pleafure and pain-, and hence an ex-

cefs ofjoy, as well as forrow, has fometimes diiToived

its feeble union with the body. On this account v/e

are incapable of fuch degrees of happinefs or mifery

from the things of this world as beings of more lively

fenfations might receive from them : and much more
are we incapable of the happinefs or mifery of the fu-

ture world, until we have put on irn mortality.- We
cannot fee God and live. Should the glory of heaven
blaze upon us in all its infuperable fplendour, it would
overwhelm our feeble nature; we could not fupport

fuch a weight of glory. And one twinge of the agonies

of hell would difiodge the foul from its earthly manfion

:

one pang would convulfe and ftupify it, were not its

powers ftrengthened by the feparation from the body.

But in the future world all the powers of tlie foul will

be mature and ftrong, and the body will be clothed

with immortality ; the union between them after the

refurredion will be inieparable, and able to fupport the

moft opprefTive weight of glory, or the moft intolerable

load of torment. Hence it follov/s *that pleafure and

pain
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pain include all that v.'e can defire or fear in the prefent

or future world; and therefore a comparative view of

prefent and future pleafure and pain is fufficient to en-

able us to form a due eftimate of vilible and invifible

things. By prefent pleafure, I mean all the happinefs

we can receive from prefent things, as from riches, ho-

nours, fenfual gratifications, learning, and intelleftual

improvements, and all the amufements and exercifes of

this life. And by future pleafure, or the pleafure which
refults from invifible things, I mean all the fruitions

and enjoyments in which heavenly happinefs confifts.

By prefent pain, I intend all the uneafinefs which we
can receive from the things of the prefent life-, as po-

verty, lofles, difappointments, bereavements, ficknefs,

and bodily pains. And by future pain, I mean all the

punifhments of hell; as banifhment from God, and a

privation of all created bleffings, the agonizing reflec-

tions of a guilty confcience, the horrid company and

exprobations of infernal ghofts, and the torture of in-

fernal flames.

Now let us put thefe in the balance, and the one

will fink into nothing, and the other rife into infinite

importance.

Temporal things are of a contracted nature, and not

adequate to the capacities of the human foul ; but eter-

nal things are great, and capable of communicating all

the happinefs and mifery which it can receive. The
foul in its prefent fl:ate is not capable of fuch degreeg

of happinefs and mifery as it will be in the future, when
it dv/cils among invifible realities. All that pleafure

and pain which we receive from things that are feen, is

intermingled with fome ingredients of a contrary na-

ture; but thofe proceeding from things that are not

feen, are pure and unmingled.

I . Vifible things are not equal to the capacities of

the human foul. This little fpark of being, the foul,

which lies obfcured in this prifon of flefli, gives fre-

quent difcoveries of furprifing powers: its defires in

particular have a kind of infinity. But all temporary

objeds
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objeds are mean and contradled j they cannot afFord it

a happinefs equal to its capacity, nor render it as mi-

ferable as its capacity of fuffering will bear. Hence,

in the greateft affluence of temporal enjoyments, in the

midft of honours, pleafures, riches, friends, &c. it ftill

feels a painful void within, and finds an unknown fome-

thing wanting to complete its happinefs. Kings have

been unhappy upon their thrones, and all their grandeur

have been but majeftic mifery. So Solomon found it,

who had opportunity and curiofity to make the expe-

riment ; and this is his verdid: upon all earthly enjoy-

ments, after the moft impartial trial, " Vanity of vani-

ties," faith the preacher, " Vanity of vanities ; all is

vanity and vexation of fpirit." On the other hand, the

foul may poflefs fome degree of happinefs, under all the

miferies it is capable of fuffering from external and

temporal things. Guilt indeed denies it this fupport;

but if there be no inteftine broils, no anguilli refult-

ing from its own reflections, not all the vifible things

can render it perfe6lly miferablei its capacity of fuf-

fering is not put to its utmoft ftretch. This has been

attefted by the experience of multitudes who have fuf-

fered for righteoufnefs fake. But, O, when we take

a furvey of invifible things, we find them ail great and

majeftic, not only equal but infinitely fuperior to the

moft enlarged powers of the human and even of the

angelic nature. In the eternal world the great Invifible

dwells, and there he ac^s with his own immediate hand.

It is he that immediately communicates happinefs

through the heavenly regions-, and it is his immediate

breath that, like a ftream of brimftone, kindles the

flames of hell : whereas in the prefent world he rarely

communicates happinefs, and inflicts puniftiment, but

by the inftrumentality cf creatures •, and it is impoffible

the extremes of either fhould be communicated througli

this channel. This the infinite God alone can do, and,

though in the future world he will ufe his creatures to

heighten the happinefs or mifery of each other, yet

he will have a more immediate agency in them him-
felf.
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felF. FIc will communicate happinefs immediately

from himielf, the infinite fountain of it, into the vef-

fels of mercy : and he will immediately iliew his wrath,

and make his power known upon the vcffels of wrath.

I may add, that thofe creatures, angels and devils,

which will be the inftruments of happinefs or mifery

to the human foul in the invifible world, are incom-

parably mere powerful than any in thisj and cr.nfe-

quently capable of contributing more to our pleafure

or pain. And let me alfo obferve, that all the objedls

about which our faculties will be employed then, will

be great and majeftic ; whereas, at prefent, we grovel

amoiif? little fordid thino's. The ob-iefLS of cur con-

tempLition will then be either the unveiled glories of

the divine nature, and the naked wonders of creation,

providence, and redemption ; or the terrors of divine

juftice, the dreadful nature and aggravations q^ cur iin^

the horrors of everlafting punifnment, &c, Andfince

this is the cafe, how litile fnould we regard the things

that are feen, in comparifon of them that are not {qqyi ^

But though vifible things were adequate to our prefent

capacities, yet they are not to be compared with the

things tiu.t are not (Qtn, becaufe,

2. The foul is at prefent in a ftate of infancy, and
incapable of fuch degrees of pleafure or pain as it can

bear in the future world. The enjoyments of this life

are like the play-things of children j and none but

childifh fouls would trifle with them, or fret and vex

themfelves or one another about them ; but the invifi-

ble- realities before iis are manly and great, and fuch

as an adult foul ought to concern itfelf with. The
foul in another world can no more be happy or mifera-

ble from fuch toys, than men can be happy or wretched

in the pofieiTion or lofs of the baubles of children-, it

will then demand great things to give it pleafure or

pain. The apoftle illuftrates this matter in this man-
rjer. i. Cor. xiii. 9, 10, 11. How foolifh is it then

to be chiefly governed by thefe puerilities, while we
iiegled the manly concern of et^ernity, that can make

our
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our fouls perfedly happy or miferable, when their

powers are come to perfedlon !

3. And laftly. All the happinefs and mifery of the

prefent ftate, refulting from things that are it^n^ are

intermingled with contrary ingredients. We are never

fo happy in this world, as to have no uneafmefs; in

the greateft affluence we languifh for want of fomc ab-

fentgood, or grieve under fome incumbent evil. On
the other hand, we are never {q miferable as to have

no ingredient of happinefs. When we labour under

a thoufand calamities, we may ftill fee ourfelves fur-

rounded v/ith, perhaps, an equal number of bleffings.

And where is there a wretch fo miferable as to endure

fimple unmingled mifery without one comfortable in-

gredient? But in the invifible world there is an eter-

nal feparation made between good and evil, pleafure

and pain; and they fhall never mingle more. In

heaven the rivers of pleafures flow untroubled with a

drop of forrow ; in hell, there is not a drop of water

to mitigate the fury of the flame. And who then

would not prefer the things that are not feen to thofe

that are ktn ? Efpecially, if we confider,

2. The infinite difparity between them as to dura-

tion. This is the difference paticularly intended m
the text; the things that are feen are temporal; but the

things that are not feen are eternal.

The tranfitorinefs of viflble things, implies, both

that the things themfelves are perifliable, and they

may foon leave us ; and that our refidence among
them is temporary, and we muft foon leave them.

And the eternity of invifible things implies the

quite contrary, that the things themfelves are of end-

lefs duration ; and that we fhall always exift to re-

ceive happinefs or mifery from them.

Before we illuftrate thefe inftances of difparity, let

us take a view of Time and Eternity in themfelves,

and as compared to one another.

Time is the duration of creatures in the prefent ftate.

It commenced at the creation, aud near 6000 years o^-

Rr it
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;

it are fince elapfed \ and how much of it yet remains

we knov/ not. But this we know, that the duration of

the world itfelf is as nothing in comparifon of eternity.

But what is cur duration compared with the duration

even of this world ? It is but a fpan, an hair's breadth

:

fixty, fevcnty, or eighty years, is generally the higheft

jlandard ofhuman life, and it is by far the fmalleft num-
ber of mankind thai arrives to thefe periods. The
moft of them die like a fiov/er blafted in the morning,

or at noon; and we have more reafon to expeft it v/ill

be our fate than to hope the contrary. Now the fpan of

time we enjoy in life is all our time; we have no more

property in the reft of it than in the years before the

flood. All befide is eternity. "Eternity!" We are

alarmed at the found ! LoH; in the profpeft ! Eternity

with refpedt to God, is a duration without beginning as

well as without end : Eternity, as it is the attribute of

human nature, is a duration that had a beginning but

fhall never have an end. This is inalienably entailed

upon us poor dying worms : and let us furvey our in-

heritance. Eternity ! it is a duration that excludes all

number and computation ; days, and months, and years,

yea, and ages are loft in it, like drops in the ocean.

Millions of millions of years, as many years as there

are fands on the fea fhore, or particles of duft in the

globe of the earth, and thefe multiplied to the higheft

reach of number, all thefe are nothing to eternity.

They do not bear the leaft imaginable proportion to

it V for thefe will come to an end, as certain as a day ;

but eternity will never, never come to an end. It is a

line without end ; it is an ocean without a fhore. Alas

!

what fhall I fay of it ! It is an infinite unknown fome-

thing, that neither human thought can grafp, nor

human language defcribe.

-Now place time in comparifon with eternity, and

what is it ^ It fhrinks into nothing, and lefs than

nothing. What then is that little fpan of time in

which we have any property ? Alas ! it is too dimi-

nutive a point to be conceived. Indeed, properly

fpeaking,
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fpeaking, we can call no part of time our own but the

prefent moment, this fleeting mw: future time is un-

certain, and we may never enjoy it; the breath we now
refpire may be our laft ; and as to our pad time, it is

gone, and will never be ours again. Our paft days are

dead and buried, though perhaps guilt, their ghoft, may
haunt us ftill. And what is a moment to eternity ?

The difparity is too great to admit of comparifon.

Let me now refume the former particulars, implied

m the tranfitorinefs of vifible and eternity of invifible

things.

Vifible things are perifhable, and may foon leave us.

When we think they are ours, they often fly from our

embrace. Riches may vanifh into fmcke raid aflies

by an accidental fire. We may be thrown down from

the pinnacle ofhonour, and fink the lower into difgrace.

Senfual pleafures often end in fatiety and difguft, or in

ficknefs and death. Our friends are torn from our

bleeding hearts by the inexorable hand of death. Our
liberty and property may be wrefl:ed from us by the

hand of tyranny, opprefllon, or fraud. In a word, what

do we enjoy but we may lofe ? On the other hand, our

miferies here are temporary •, the heart receives many a

wound, but it heals again. Poverty may end in riches

;

a clouded charadler may clear up, and from difgrace v/e

may rife to honour ; we may recover from ficknefs ; and

if we lofe one comfort, we may obtain another. But
in eternity every thing is everlafting and unchangeable.

Happinefs and mifery are both of them v/ithout end ;

and the fubjefts of both well know th?:t this is the cafe.

It is this perpetuity that finifhes that happinefs of the

inhabitants of heaven; the lead fufpicion of an end

would intermingle itfelf with all their enjoyments, and

embitter them; and the greater the happinefs, the

greater the anxiety at the expeflation of lofing it. But,

O how tranfporting for the faints en high to look for-

ward through the fncceflion of eternal ages, with an

afiurance that they jliall be happy through them all,

and that they fliali feel no change but from glory to

glory I
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glory ! On the other hand, this is the bittereft ingre-

dient in the cup of divine difpleafure in the future ftate,

that the mifery is eternal. O with what horror does
that defpairing cry, Forever, forever, forever ! echo
through the vaults of hell ! Eternity is fuch an import-

ant attribute, that it gives infinite weight to things that

would be infignificant, were they temporary. A fmall

degree of happinefs, if it be eternal, exceeds the greatell

degree that is tranfitory ; and a fmall degree of mifery

that is everlafting, of greater importance than the

greateft degree that foon comes to an end. Would you
rather endure the moft painful tortures that nature can

bear for a moment, than an eternal tooth-ach or head-

ach ? Again, fhould we confider all the ingredients and
caufes of future happinefs and mifery, we fhould find

them all everlafting. The blefled God is an inexhaufti-

ble perennial fountain of blifs ; his image can never be
erafed from the hearts of glorified fpirits ; the great;

contemplation will always lie obvious to them •, and they

will always exill: as the partakers and promoters of
mutual blifs. On the other hand, in hell the worm of

confcience dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ; di-

vine juftice is immortal; malignant'fpirits will always

exift as mutual tormentors, and their v/icked habits

ivill never be extirpated.

And. now, need 1 offer any thing farther to convince

you of the fuperior importance of invifible and eternal

to vifible and temporary things ? Can a rational crea-

ture be at a lofs to choofe in fo plain a cafe "^ Can you
need any arguments to convince you that an eternity of

the moll perfect happinefs is rather to be chofen than a

few years of fordid unfatisfying delight ? Or that the

former fliould not be forfeited for the fake of the latter P

Have you any remaining fcruples, whether the little

anxieties and mortifications of a pious life are more in-

tolerable than everlafling punifhment .'' O ! it is a plain

cafe : v/hat then mean an infatuated world, who lay out

all their concern on temporal things, and negledl the

important affairs of eternity ^. Let us illufirate this

matter
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matter by a fuppofition. Suppofe a bird were to pick

up and carry away a grain of faiid or duft from the

globe of this earth once in a thoufand years, till it fhould

be at length wholly carried away ; the duration which

this would take up appears a kmd of eternity to us.

Now fuppofe it were put to our choice, either to be

happy during this time, and miferable ever after, or to

be miferable during this time, and happy ever after,

which would you choofe ? Why, though this duration

feems endlefs, yet he would be a fool that would not

make the latter choice -, for, O ! behind this vaft dura-

tion, there lies an eternity, which exceeds it infinitely

more than this duration exceeds a moment. But we
have no fuch feemingly puzzling choice as this ; the

matter with us ftands thus—Will you choofe the little

fordid pleafures of fin that may perhaps not laft an hour,

at moft not m.any years, rather than everlafling pleafure

of the fublimeft kind ? Will you rather endure into-

lerable torment forever, than painfully endeavour to be
^oly ! What does your condudl, my brethren, anfwer

to thefc queftions .'' If your tongues reply, they will

perhaps for your credit give a right anfwer-, but what
fay your prevailing difpofition and common practice ?

Are you not more thoughtful for time than eternity ?

more concerned about vifible vanities than invifible

realities? If fo, you make a fool's choice indeed.

But let it be further confidered, that the tranfitorinefs

of invifible things may imply that we muft ere long be

removed from them. Though they were immortal it

would be nothing to us, fince we are not fo in our pre-

fent ftate. Within a few years, at moft, we fhall be
beyond the reach of all happinefs and mifery ffom
temporal things.

But when we pafs out of this tranfitory ftate, we
enter upon an everlafting ftate. Our fouls v/ill always

exift; exift in a ftate of unchangeable, boundlefs hap-
pinefs or mifery. It is but a litde v/hile fince we came
into being cut of a ftate of eternal non-exiftence; but

we ftiall never relapfe into that ftate again. Thefe little

fparks
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fparks of being fhaii never be extinguifhed -, they will

furvive the ruins of the world, and kindle into immor-
tality. When millions of millions of ages are paft, we
{hall ftiil be in exiftence ; and O ! in what unknown re-

gion ? In that of endlefs blifs, or of interminable mifery

!

—Be this the moft anxious inquiry of our lives !

Seeing then we muft foon leave this world, and all

its joys and forrows, and feeing we muft enter on an

unchangeable everlafting {late of happinefs or mifery,

be it our chief concern to end our prefent pilgrimage

well. It matters but little whether we lie eafy or not

during this night of exiftence, if {o be we awake in

eternal day. It is but a trifle, hardly worth a thought,

whether we be happy or miferable here, if we be happy
for ever hereafter. What then mean the buftle and

noife of mankind about the things of time ? O, firs I

eternity, awful all-important eternity, is the only thing

that deferves a thought. I come,

II. To ftiew the great and happy influence a fuitable

impreflion of the fuperior importance of invifible to

vifible things would have upon us. This I might ex-

emplify in a variety of inftances with refpedt to faint§

and finners.

When we are tempted to any unlawful pleafures,

how Vv^ould we fhrinkaway v/ith horror from the pur^

fuit, had we a due fenfe of the mifery incurred, and the

happinefs forfeited by it

!

When we find our hearts exceftively eager after

things below, had we a fuitable view of eternal things,

all thefe things would ftirink into trifles hardly worth a

thought, much lefs our principal concern.

When the (inner, for the fake of a little prefent

eafe, and to avoid a little prefent uneafmefs, ftifles his

confcience, refufes to examine his condition, cafts the

thoughts of eternity out of his mind, and thinks it too

hard to attend painfuUv on all the means of grace, has he

then a due eftimate of eternal things ? Alas! no; he

Only looks at the things that are i^zVi. Were the mouth
of jiell op?n before him, that he might behold its tor-

ments.
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ments, and had he a fight of the joys of paradife, they

would harden him into a generous infenlibility of all the

forrows and anxieties of this life, and his inquiry would

not be, Whether thefe things required of him are eafy ?

but. Whether they are neceflary to obtain eternal hap-

pinefs, and avoid everlafting mifery ?

When we fuffer any reproach or contempt on a re-

ligious account, how would a due cftimate of eternal

things fortify us with undaunted courage, and make us

willing to climb to heaven through difgrace, rather than

fink to hell with general applaufe!

Hov/ v/ould a realizing view ofeternal things animate

us in our devotions ? Were this thought imprefied on

our hearts when in the fecret or focial duties of religion,

" I am now adling for eternity," do you think v»'e fhould

pray, read, or hear with fo much indifferency and lan-

guor ? O no •, it would roufe us out of our dcvad frames,

and call forth all the vigour of our fouls. With what

unwearied importunity fhould we cry to God ! with

what eagernefs hear the word of falvation 1

How powerful an influence would a viev/ of futurity

have to alarm the fecure finner that has thought little

of eternity all his fife, though it be the only thing

worth thinking of!

How would it haflen the determination of the lin-

gering, v/avering finner, and fhock him at the thought of

Jiving one day unprepared on the very brink of eternity !

In a word, a fuitable impredion o^ this would quite

alter the afpeft of things in the v/orld, and would turn

the concern and activity of the world into another

channel. Eternity then would be the principal concern.

Our inquiries would not be. Who will fhew us any

temporal good .^ What fhall we eat, or what fnall we
drink .^ But, What fhall we do to be faved .'' How
fhall we efcape the wrath to come ? Let us then endea-

vour to imprefs our hearts with invifible things, and
for that purpofe confider, that

. We fhall, ere long, be ingulphed in this awful eter-

nity, whether we think of it or not. A fev/ days or

years
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years will launch us there-, and O, the furprifing fcenes

that will then open to us!—

•

Without deep impreffions of eternity on our hearts,

and frequent thoughtful nefs about it, we cannot be
prepared for it.

And if we are not prepared for it, O, how incon-

ceivably miferable our cafe ! But if prepared, how
inconceivably happy !

Look not then at the things which are feen^ but at the

things which are notjeen \ for the things which arefeen are

temporal: but the things which are notfeen are eternal.

SERMON XII.

The Sacred Import of the Chriftian Name.

Acts xi. 26. The Difciples were called Chrifiians firfi

at Antioch.

MERE names are empty founds, and but of little

confequence •. and yet it muft be owned there

are names of honour and fignificancy ; and, when they

are attended with the things fignified by them, they are

of great and facred importance. Such is the Chriftian

name; a name about feventeen hundred years old.

And now, when the name is almoft loft in party-dif-

tindions, and the thing is almoft loft in ignorance, er-

ror, vice, hypocrify, and formality, it may be worth

our while to confider the original import of that facred

name, as a proper expedient to recover both name and

thing.

The name of Chriftian was not the ftrft by which the

followers of Chrift were diftinguiftied. Their enemies

called them Galileans, Nazarenes, and other names of

contempt : and among themfelves they were called

Saints,
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Saints, from their holinefs ; Difciples, from their learn-

ing their religion from Chrift as their teacher; Belie-

vers, from their believing in him as the Mefliah ; and

Brethren, from their mutual love and their relation to

God and each other. But after fome time they were

diftinguifhed by the name of Chriftians. This they

iirft received in Antioch, an heathen city, a city infa-

mous for all manner of vice and debauchery ; a city

that had its name from Antiochus Epiphanes, the

bittereft enemy the church of the Jews ever had. A
city very rich and powerful, from whence the chrif-

tian name would have an extenfive circulation ; but it

is long fince laid in ruins, unprotedled by that facred

name : in fuch a city was Chrill pleafed to confer his

name upon his followers : and you cannot but fee that

the very choice of the place difcovers his wifdom,

grace, and juftice.

The original word, which is here rendered called^

feems to intimate, that they were called chriftians by
divine appointment, for it generally fignifies an ora-

cular nomination, or a declaration from God -, and to

this purpofe it is generally tranfl^ted.* Hence it fol-

lows, that the very name chriftian, as well as the thing,

was a divine original •, afliimed not by a private agree-

ment of the difciples among themfelves, but by the

appointment of God. And in this view it is a re-

markable accomplifhmentof anold prophecy of Ifaiah,

chapter Ixii. 2. 'The Gentiles jhall Jee thy righieoufnefs^

S s and

* It is this word that is ufed, Matt. 11. 1 2. K«/ J/(;-,of/ta.^(^EVTE?, being

warned of God, and the like in Matt. ii. 22. So in Rom. xi. 4,

;;(;p55/:Ac*']io-fAo?, is rendered the anfwer of God. Rom.vii. 3. ^^r,^u\icrn,

Ihe fliall be called (wz. by the divine law) an adultrefs. Luke ii. 26.

Xc^iJi-oi^io-(d.o\t, it was reveaied to him by the Holy Ghoft. At\s x. 22-

Ej^pyjf^aliSs, was warned from God. Heb. viii. :;. K8;)(^p«^«I»r«' Mwo-//?,

Mofcs was admonifned of God. Heb. xi. 7. Noah being warned of

God, p^fi^jxa7t-5«?. Heb. xii. 25. If they efcaped not, who refnfed.

Him that fpake on earth ; 'viz. by divine infpiration; jj^prfxali^cvTia

hr) rv<;. Thefe are all the places perhaps in which the word is ufed

in the New Teftament ; and in all thefe it feems to mean a revelation

from God, or fomething oracular. And this is 2 ilrorg prefumption

tii.it the word is to be fo underftood in the text.
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and all Kings thy glory ^ and thou fialt he called by a

new name^ which the mouth of the Lord fhall name. So

Jfaiah ixv. 15. ^he Lord fhall call his fervants by an-

other name.

This name was at firft confined to few, but it foon

had a furprifingly extenfive propagation thro' the world.

In many countries, indeed, it was loft, and miferably

exchanged for that of Heathen, Mahometan, or Muf-
fulman. Yet the European nations ftill retain the honor

of wearing it. A few fcattered chriftians are alfo ftill

to be found here and there in Afia and Africa, though
crufhed under the opprefiions of Mahometans and

Pagans. This name has likev/ife crofled the wide

ocean to the wildernefs of Am.erica, and is worn by

the fundry European colonies on this continent. We,
in particular, call ourfelves chriftians, and fhould take

it ill to be denied the honour of that diftindtion. But
do we not know the meaning and facred import of

that name ^ Do we not know what it is to be chrif-

tains indeed ? That is, to be in reality what we are in

name : certainly it is time for us to confider the matter;

and it is my prefent4iefign that we fhould do fo.

Now we may confider this name in various views :

particularly as a name of diftinclion from the reft of

the world, who know not the Lord Jefus, or rejed

him as an impoftor •,— as a patronymic name, point-

ing out the Father and Founder of our holy religion

and t\\G. chriftain church -,— as a badge of our relation

to Chrift as his fervants, his children, his bride-,— as

intimating our unflion by the holy fpirit, or our being

the fubjeds of his influences; as Chrift was anointed

by the holy fpirit, or repleniftied with his gifts above

meafure (for you are to obferve that anointed is the

Englifti of the Greek name Chrijl, and of the Hebrew.^

Meffiah*^ : and as a name of appropriation, fignifying

that we are the property of Chrift, and his peculiar

people. Each of thefe particulars might be profitably

illuf^

* Pfalm cv. 15. Touch not xny Chrifts J that is, my anointed

people."—So the Seventy.
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illuftrated.* But my prefent defign confines me to

confider the Chriftian name only In two viev/s 5 name-
ly, as a catholic name, intended to bury all party de-

nominations ; and as a name of obligation upon ail that

wear it to be chriftians indeed, or to form their temper

and praftice upon the facred model of chriftianity.

I. Let us confider the chriftian name as a catholic

name, intended to bury ail party denominations.

The name Gentile was odious to the Jews, and the

name Jew was odious to the Gentiles. The name
chriftian fv/allows up both in one common and agree-

able appellation. He that hath taken down the parti-

tion-v/all, has taken away partition-names, and untied

all his followers in his own name, as a common deno-

mination. For now, fays Paul, the^'e is neither Greek

nor Jew^ circtimcifion nor uncircumcijion^ barbarian, Scy-

thian, bond norfree ; but Chriji is all and in all. Col.

iii. II. And j^ are all one in Chriji Jefus. Gal. iii.

28. According to a prophecy of Zechariah, 'The Lord

Jhall be king over all the earth ; and in that day there

Jhall be one Lord, and his name one. Zech. xiv. 9.

It Is but a due honour to Jefus Chrift, the founder

of chriftianity, that all who profefs his religion ftiould

wear his name : and they pay an extravagant and even

idolatrous compliment to his fubordinate officers and

minlfters, when they take their denomination from
them. Had this humour prevailed in the primitive

church, inftead of the common name chriftians, there

v/ould have been as many party-names as there were

apoftles or eminent minlfters. There would have

been Paulites from Paul -, Peterites from Peter •, John-
ites from John; Barnabites from Barnabas, &c. Paul

took pains to crufli the firft rifmgs of this party-fpirit

in thofe churches which he planted ; particularly in

Corinth, where it moft prevailed. While they were

faying, I am of Paul; and 1 of Apollos ; and I of Ce-

phas \

-f See a fine iliuftration of them in Dr. Grofvenor's excellent Eilay

on the Chriftian Name ; from whom I am not aftamed to borrow
fsveral amiable fentiments.
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phcis; and I of Chrift^ lie puts this pungent queftlon to

them: " Is Chrift divided? Are his fervants the

ringleaders of fo many parties ? Was Paul crucified

for you ? or were ye baptized in or into the name of

Paul, that ye fhould be fo fond to take your name from

him ? He counted it a happinefs that providence had

directed him to fuch a conduftas gave no umbrage of

encouragement to fuch a humour. / thank God, fays

he, that I baptized none ofyou, but Crifpus and Gains:

left anyfhould take occa/ton to fay, I baptized into my own

7iame, and was gathering aparlyjor myfelf. i Cor. i.

^2— 15.

But alas ! how litde has this conviftive^reafoning of

the apoftle been regarded in the future ages of the

church ? What an endlefs variety of denominations

taken from fome men of charafter, or from fome little

peculiarities, has prevailed in the chriftian world, and

crumbled it to pieces, while the chrillian name is hardly

regarded ? Not to take notice of Jefuits, Janfenifts,

Dominicans, Francifcans, and other denominations and

orders in the popifh church, where, having corrupted

the thing, they aft very confidently to lay afide the

name, what party-names have been adopted by the

proteftant churches, whofe religion is fubftantially the

fam.e common chriftianity, and who agree in much more

important articles than in thofe they differ; and who
therefore might peaceably unite under the common
name of Chriftians ? We have Lutherans, Calvinifts,

Arminians, Zuinglians, Churchmen, Prefbyterians, In-

dependents, Baptifts, and a long lift of names which I

cannot now enumerate. To be a chriftian is not enough

now-a-days, but a man muft alfo be fometh'ng more

and better; that is, he muft be a ftrenuous bigot to this

or that particular church. But where is the reafon or

"oropriety of this? I may indeed believe the fame

things which I^uther or Calvin believed ; but I do not

believe them on the authority of Luther or Calvin, but

upon the fole authority of Jefus Chrift, and therefore

I fhould 2iot call myfelf by their name, as one o^ their

' • difcipies.
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difciples, but by the name of Chrift, whom alone I ac-

knowledge as the Author of my rehgion, and my only

mafter and Lord. If I learn my religion from one of

thefe great men, it is indeed proper I lliould affume

their name. If 1 learn it from a parliament or con-

vocation, and make their ads and canons the rule and

ground of my faith, then it is enough for me to be of

the eftablifhed religion, be that what it will : I may with

propriety be called a mere conformift -, that is my higheft

character-, but I cannot be properly called a chriftian

,

for a chriftian learns his religion^ not from acfts of par-

liament or from the determinations of councils, but

from Jefus Chrift and his gofpel.

To guard againft miftakes on this head, I would

obferve that every man has a natural and legal right to

judge and choofe for himfelf in matters of religion j and

that is a mean fupple foul indeed, and utterly carelefs

about all religion, that makes a compliment of this right

to any man, or body of men upon earth, whether pope,

king, parliament, convocation, or fynod. In the ex-

crcife of this right, and fearching for himfelf, he will

find that he agrees more fully in lefTer as well as more

important articles with fome particular church than

others -, and thereupon it is his duty to join in ftated

communion with that church-, and he may, if he

pleafes, afl'ume the name which that church wears, by

way of diftinftion from others ; this is not what I con-

demn. But for me to glory in the denomination of

any particular church, as my highefl characfler ; to lay

more ftrefs upon the name of a prefbyterian or a church-

man than on the facred name of chriftian j to make a

pundlilious agreement with my fentiments in the little

peculiarities of a party the teft of all religion •, to make
it the object of my zeal to gain profelytes to fome other

than the chriftian name ; to connive at the faults of

thofe of my own party, and to be blind to the good
qualities of others, or invidioufly to mifreprefent or

diminifti them ; thefe are the things which deferve uni-

verfal condemnation from God and man j tliefe proceed

from
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from a fpirit of bigotry and fafllon, diredly oppofite to

the generous catholic fpirit of chriftianity, and fubver-

iive of it. And yet how common is this fpirit among
all denominations ! And what mifchief has it done in

the world ! Hence proceed contentions and animofitiesj

uncharitable fufpicions and cenfures, flander and detrac-

tion, partiality and unreafonable prejudices, and a hideous

group of evils, which I cannot now defcribe. This fpi-

rit alfo hinders the progrefs of ferious pradical religionj

by turning the attention ofmen from the great concerns

of eternity, and the eflentials of chriftianity, to vain

jangling and conteft about circumftances and trifles.

Thus the chriftian is fwallowed up in the partifan, and

fundamentals ioil in extra-efl'entials.

My brethren, I would now warn you againfl: this

wretched mifchievous fpirit of party. I v/ould not have

you entirely fceptical and undetermined even about the

imaller points of religion, the modes and forms, which

are the matters ofcontention between different churches J

nor would I have you quite indifferent what particular

church to join with in ftated communion. Endeavour
to find out the truth, even in thefe circumftantials, at

leaft fo far as is neceffary for the diredion of your own
condudl. But do not make thefe the whole or the prin-

cipal part of your religion : do not be exceffively zealous

about them, nor break the peace of the church by ma-
gifterially impofing them upon others. ' Haft thou

faith in thefe little difputables,' It is well ; * but have

it to thyfelf before God,' and do not diPturb others with

It. You may, ifyou pleafe, call yourfelves prefbyterians

and diffenters, and you fhall bear without iliame or re-

fentment all the names of reproach and contempt which

the world may brand you with. But as you fhould not

be mortified on the one fide, fo neither fiiould you glory

on the other. A chriftian ! a chriftian ! let that be your

higheft diftinction^ let that be the name which you la-

bour to deferve. God forbid that my miniftry fhould

be the occanon of diverting your attention to any thing

elfe. But I am fo happy that I can appeal to yourfelvesj

whether
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whether I have during feveral years of my miniftry

among you, laboured to inftil into you the principles

-of bigotry, and make you warm profejytes to a party :

or whether it has not been tlie great objed:of my zeal

to inculcate upon you the grand effentials of our holy

religion, and make you fincere pra6lical chriftians,

Alas ! my dear people, unlefs I lucceed in this, I labour

to very little purpofe, though I Ihould prelbyterianize

the whole colony.

Calumny and flander it is hoped, have by this time

talked themfelves out of breath ; and the lying fpirit

may be at a lofs for materials to form a popular plau-

fible falfehood, which is likely to be credited where the

diflenters are known. But you have heard formerly, and

fome of you may ftill hear iirange and uncommon fur-

mifes, wild conjedlures, and moil: difmal infinuations.

But if you would know the truth at once, if you would
be fully informed by one that beil knows what religion

I am of, I will tell you (with Mr. Baxter) ' I am a chrif-

tian, a mere chriftian ; of no other religion : my church

is the chriftian church.' The Bible ! the Bible ! is my
religion -, and if I am a diflenter, I difll-nt only from
modes and forms of religion which I cannot find in

my Bible •, and which therefore I conclude have no-

thing to do with religion, much lefs iliould they be

made terms of chriftian communion, lince Chrift, the

only lawgiver of his church, has not made them fuch.

Let this congregation be that of a chriftian fociety, and
I little care what other name it wears. Let it be a little

Antioch, v/here the followers of Chrift ihall be diftin-

guiftied by their old catholic name, Chriftians. To
bear and deferve this character, let this be our ambition,

this our labour. Let popes pronounce, and councils

decree v/hat tliey pleafe ; let itatefmen and eccleiiaftics

prefcribe what to believe : as for us, let us ftudy our
Bibles : let us learn of Chrift; and if we are not digni-

fied with the fmiles, or enriched with the emoluments
of an eftabliftiment, we ftiali have his approbation, who
is the only Lord and Sovereign *of the realm of coii-

fcience,
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Science, and by whofe judgment we muft ftand or fall

for ever.

But it is time for me to proceed to confider the other

view of the chriftian name, on which I intend princi-

pally to infifti and that is,

II. As a name of obligation upon all that wear it to

be chriftians indeed, or to form their temper and prac-

tice upon the facred model of chriftianity. The pro-

fecution of this fubjeft will lead me to anfwer this im.-

portant inquiry, What is it to be a Chriftian ?

To be a chriftian, in the popular and faftiionable ^tn{Q,

23 no difficult or excellent thing. It is to be baptized,

to profefs the chriftian religion, to believe, like our

neighbours, that Chrift is the Meffiah, and to attend

upon pubHc worftiip once a week, in fome church or

other that bears only the chriftian name. In this fenfe

a man may be a chriftian, and yet be habitually carelefs

about eternal things ; a chriftian, and yet fall ftiort of

the morality of m.any of the heathens •, a chriftian, and

yet a drunkard, a fwearer, or a flave to fome vice or

other; a chriftian, ^nd yet a wilful impenitent offender

againft God and man. To be a chriftian in this fenfe

is no high charafcer ; and, if this be the whole of

chriftianity, it is very little matter whether the world

be chriftian ized or not. But is this to be a chriftian

in the original and proper kn^o. of the v/ord .'' No

;

that is fomething of a very diff^erent and fuperior kind.

To be a chriftian indeed, is the higheft character and

dignity of which the human nature is capable: it is the

moft excellent thing that ever adorned our world : it

is a thing that Heaven itfelf beholds with approbation

and delight.

To be a chriftian is to be like to Chrift, from whom
the name is taken: it is to be a follower and imitator

of him •, to be pon'eflcd of his fpirit and temper ; and to

live as he lived in the world : it is to have thofe juft,

exalted, and divine notions of God and divine things,

and that juft and full view of our duty to God and man,

v,hich Clirift taught' in flioii, it is to have our fenti-

ments.
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ments, our temper, and pracflice formed upon the facred

model of the gofpel. Let me expatiate a little upon
this amiable charader.

I . To be a chriftian, is to depart from iniquity. To
this the name obliges us ; and without this we have no
title to the name •,

—

Let every one that nameth the name

of Chriji^ depart from iniquity^ 2 Tim. ii. 19 ; that is,

let him depart from iniquity, or not dare to touch that

facred name. Chrill was perfedly free from fin ; he

was holy, harmlef, undefiled^ and feparate from Jinners.

His followers alfo fhall be perfectly free from fin in a

little time; ere long they will enter into the pure regions

of perfedl holinefs, and will drop all their fins, with

their mortal bodies, into the grave. But this, alas ! is

not their character in the prcfent ftate, but the remains

of fin ftill cleave to them. Yet, even in the prefent

ftate, they are labouring after perfection in holinefs.

Nothing can fatisfy them until they are conformed to

the image of God's dear Son. They are hourly con-

flidting with every temptation, and vigoroufly refift-

ing every iniquity in its moft alluring forms. And,
though fin is perpetually ftruggling for the maftery,

and fometimes in an inadvertent hour, gets an ad-

vantage over them, yet, as they are not under the

law, but under grace, they are affifted with recruits of

grace, fo that no fin has any habitual dominion over

them. Rom. vi. 14. Hence they are free from the

grofs vices of the age, and are men of good morals.

This is their habitual univerfal charadler ; and to pre-

tend to be chriftians without this requifite, is the

greateft abfurdity.

What then fhall we think of the drunken, fwearing,

debauched, defrauding, rakifh, profligate, profane chrif-

tians, that have over-run the chriftian world .^ Can
there be a greater contradidion ? A loyal fubjecft \w

arms againft his fovereign, an ignorant fcholar, a fober

drunkard, a charitable mifer, an honeft thief, is not a

greater abfurdity, or a more diredl contradidlion. To
depart from iniquity is eflential to chtiftianityjand with-

Tt out
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out it, there can be no fuch thing. There was nothing

that Chrift was fo remote from as fin ; and therefore

for thofe that indulge themfelves in it to wear his name,

is jull: as abfurd and ridiculous as for a coward to deno-

minate himfelf from Alexander the Great, or an illite-

rate dunce to call himfelf a Newtonian philofopher.

Therefore, if you will not renounce iniquity, renounce

the chriftian name-, for you cannot confiftently retain

both. Alexander had a fellow in his army that was of

his own name, but a mere coward. " Either be like

me," fays Alexander, " or lay afide my name." Ye
fervants of fin, it is in vain for you to wear the name of

Chrift, it renders you the more ridiculous, and aggra-

vates your guilt : you may v/ith as much propriety call

yourfelves lords, or dukes, or kings, as chriftians, v/hile

you are fo unlike to Chrilt. His name is a farcafm, a

reproach to you, and you are a fcandal to his name. His
name is blafphemed among the Gentiles through you.

2. To be a chr'ftian is to deny yourfelves and take up
the crofs, and follow Chrift. Thefe are the terms of

difciplefliip fixt by Chrift himfelf. He /aid to them all.

If any man will come after me, let him, deny himfelf and

take lip his crofs daily, andfollow me. Luke ix. 23. To
deny ourfelves is to abftain from the pleafures of fin,

to moderate our fenfiial appetites, to deny our own in-

tereft for the fake of Chrift, and in fliort to facrifice

every thing inconfiftent with our duty to him, when
thefe Come in competition. To take up our crofs, is

to bear fufterings, to encounter difficulties, and break

through them all in imitation of Jefus Chrift, and for

his fake. To follow him, is to trace his fteps, and imi-

tate his example, whatever .it coft us. But this obferva-

tion will coincide with the next head, and therefore I

now difmifs it. Thefe, firs, and thefe only are the terms,

if you would be chriftians, or the difciples of Chrift.

Thefe he honeftly warned mankind of when he firft

called them to be his difciples. He did not take an

advantage of them, but let them know beforehand up-

on what terms they were admitted. He makes this

' / declaration
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declaration in the midft of a great crowd, in Luke xiv.

25, &c. 'There went a great multitude with him, fond of
becoming his followers: but he turned, and faid unto

them, if any man come to me and hate ?tot his father and

mother, and wife and children, andfifters, yea, and his

own life alfo, he cannot he my difciple. By hating is here

meant a fmaller degree of love, or a comparative hatred

;

that is, if we would be Chrift's difciples, we muft be
willing to part with ourdeareft relations, and even our
lives, when we cannot retain them confiftently with our

duty to him. He goes on : Whofoever does not hear his

crofs, and encounter the greateft fufferings after my ex-

ample, cannot he my difciple. The love of Chrift is the

ruHng paffion of every true chriftian, and for his fake

he is ready to give up all, and to fuffer all that earth or

hell can inflift. He muft run all rifks, and cleave to

his caufe at all adventures. This is the efiential cha-p

ra(5ler of every true chriftian>

What then fliall we think of thofe crowds among us

who retain the Chriftian name, and yet will not deny
-themfelves of their fenfual pleafures, nor part with their

temporal intereft for the fake of Chrift ? Who are fo

far from being willing to lay down their lives, that they

cannot ftand the force of a laugh or a fneer in the caufe

of religion, but immediately ftumble and fall av/ay ?

or, are they Chriftians, wliom the commands of Chrift

cannot reftrain from what their depraved hearts defire ?

No-, a Chriftian, without felf-denial, mortification, and
a fupreme love to Jefus Chrift, is as great a contra-

diction as fire without heat, or a fun without light, an

hero without courage, or a friend without love. And
does not this ftrip fome of you of the Chriftian name,
and prove that you have no title at all to it ?

3. I have repeatedly obferved, that a true Chriftian

muft be a follower or imitator of Chrift. Be ye foU
lowers of me, fays St. Paul, as I alfo am ofChrifi. i Cor.

xi. 1. Chrift is the model after whom every Chriftian

is formed ; for, fays St. Peter, he left us an example that

q^e Jhould follow his fleps. i Pet. ii. 21. St. Paul tells

us.
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us, that we miijl be conformed to the image of God's dear

Son, Rom. viii. 29. and that the fame mind mufi he in

us which was alfo m Chrifl Jefus, Phil. ii. 5. ; unlefs

we partake of his fpirit, and refemble him in pradlice -,

unlefs we be as he was in the v/orld, we have no right

to partake of his name.
Here I would obferve, that what was miraculous in

our Lord's conduft, and peculiar to him as the Son of
God and Mediator, is not a pattern for our imitation,

but only what was done in obedience to that law of

God which was common to him and us. His heart

glowed with love to his Father, he delighted in uni-

verfal obedience to him ; it was his meat and his drink

to do his will, even in the mod painful and felf-denying

inftances; he abounded in devotion, in prayer, medita-

tion, fafting, and every religious duty. He was alfo full

of every grace and virtue tov/ards mankind: meek
and lowly, kind and benevolent, juft and charitable,

merciful and compaflionate •, a dutiful fon, a loyal fub-

jecft, a faithful friend, a good mafter, and an active,

ufeful, public-fpirited member of fociety. He was

patient and refigned, and yet undaunted and brave

tinder fufferings : he had all his appetites and paffions

under proper government, he was heavenly-minded,

above this world in heart while he dwelt in it. Bene-

ficence to the fouls and bodies of men was the bufinefs

of his life; for he went about doing good. A6ls x. 38.

This is an imperfeft fketch of his amiable character \

and in thefe things every one that deferves to be called

after his name, does in fome meafure refemble and

imitate him. This is not only his earneft endeavour,

but what he adually attains, though in a much inferior

degree ; and his imperfedlions are the grief of his

heart. This refemblance and imitation of Chrifl: is

efiential to the very being of a Chriftian, and without

it, it is a vain pretence. And does your chriftianity,

iny brethren, ftand this teft ^ may one know that you

belong to Chrift by your living like him, and difco-

vering the fame temper and fpirit? Do the manners

of
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of the divine Mafter fpread through all his family i

and do you fhew that you belong to it by your tem-

per and conduft ? Alas ! if you muft be denominated

from hence, would not fome of you with more pro-

priety be called Epicureans from Epicurus, the itn-

fual Atheiftic phiiofopher, or Mammonites from Mam-
mon, the imaginary god of riches, or Bacchanals from

Bacchus, the god of wine, than Chriftians from Chrift,

the moft perfedl pattern of living holinefs and virtue

that ever was exhibited to the world ?

If you claim the name of Chriftians, where is that

ardent devotion, that affeftionate love to God, that

zeal for his glory, that alacrity in his fervice, that re-

iignation to his will, that generous benevolence to man-

kind, that zeal to promote their beft interefts, that

meeknefs and forbearance under ill ufage, that un-

wearied activity in doing good to all, that felf-denial

iand heavenly mindednefs which fhone fo confpicuous

in Chrift, whofe holy name you bear ? Alas ! while

you are deftitute of thofe graces, and yet wear his

name, you burlefque it, and turn it into a reproach

both to him and yourfelves.

I might add, that the chriftian name is not heredi-

tary to you by your natural birth, but you muft be

born anew of the fpirit to entitle you to this new
name -, that a Chriftian is a Believer, believing in Him
after whom he is called as his only Saviour and Lord,

and that he is a true penitent. Repentance was incom-

patible with Chrift's charader, who was perfecflly

righteous, and had no fin of which to repent; but it

is a proper virtue in a finner, without which he cannot

be a chriftian. On thefe and feveral other particulars

I might enlarge, but my time will not allow •, I fhall

therefore conclude with a few reflexions.

Firft, You may hence fee that the chriftian charac-

ter is the higheft, the moft excellent and fublime in

all the world : it includes every thing truly great and

amiable. The chriftian has exalted fentiments of the

fupreme Being, juft notions of duty, and a proper
' temper
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temper and conduct towards God and man. A chrif-

tian is a devout worfliipper of the God of heaven, a

cheerful obferver of his whole law, and a broken-

hearted penitent for his imperfe6lions. A chriftian is

a complication of all the amiable and ufeful graces and
virtues j temperate and fober, juft, liberal, compaffi-

onate and benevolent, humble, meek, gentle, peaceable,

and in all things confcientious. A chriftian is a good
parent, a good child, a good mafter, a good fervant,

a good hufband, a good wife, a faithful friend, an

obliging neighbour, a dutiful fubjeft, a good ruler, a

zealous patriot, and an honeft ftatefman; and as far as

2ie is fuch, (o far, and no farther, he is a chriftian. And
can there be a more amiable and excellent character ex-

hibited to your view? it is an angelic, a divine cha-

I a6cer. Let it be your glory and your ambition to wear
it with a good grace, to wear it fo as to adorn it.

, To acquire the title of kings and lords is not in your
power ', to fpread your fame as fcholars, philofophers,

or lieroes, may be beyond your reach -, but here is a

charaifler more excellent, more amiable, more honour-

able than all thefe, which it is your bufinefs to deferve

and maititain. And blefted be God, this is a dignity

which themeaneft among you, which beggars and flaves

may attain. Let this therefore be an obje61: of univerfal

ambition and purfuit, and let every other name and title

be defpifed in comparifon of it. This is the way to

rife to true honour in the eftimate of God, angels, and

good men. What though the anti-chriftian chriftians

of our age and country ridicule you ? let them confider

their ov/n abfurd conduct and be aftiamed. They think

it an honour to wear the chriftian name, and yet perfift

in unchriftian pradlices-, and who but a fool, with fuch

palpable contradiction, vv'ould think fo .^ A beggar that

fancies himfelf a king, and trails his rags with the gait

of majefty, as though they were royal robes, is not fo

ridiculous as one that will ufurp the chriftian name
without a chriftian pradlice-, and yet fuch chriftians are

the favourites of the world. To renounce the profef-

fion
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fion of chriftianity is barbarous and prophane; to live

according to that profeflion, and pra^tife chriftianity, is

precifenefs and fanaticifm. Can any thing be more pre-

pofteroLis ? This is as if one fhould ridicule learning,

and yet glory in the charader of a fcholar ; or laugh at

bravery, and yet celebrate the praifes of heroes. And
are they fit to judge of the wifdom and propriety, os

their cenfures to be regarded, who fall into fuch an

abfurdity themfelves ?

Secondly, Hence you may fee that, if all the profef-

fors of chriftianity fhould behave in charader, the reli-

gion of Chrift would foon appear divine to all mankind,

and fpread through all nations of the earth. Were
chriftianity exhibited to the life in all its native and in-

herent glories, it would be as needlefs to oft^er argu-

ments to prove it divine, as to prove that the fun is full

of light : the convidion v/ould flafh upon all mankind
by its own intrinlic evidence. Did chriftians exemplify

the religion they profefs, all the world would imme-
diately fee that that religion which rendered them fo

different a people from all the reft of mankind, is indeed

divine, and every way worthy of univerfal acceptance.

Then we ftiould have no fuch monfters as Atheifts,

Deifts, and Infidels in chriftian countries. Then would
Heathenifm, Mahometifm, and all the falfe religions in

the world, fall before the heaven-born religion of Jefus

Chrift. Then it would be fufficlent to convince an in-

fidel juft to bring him into a chriftian country, and let

him obferve the different face of things there from all

the world befide. But alas

!

Thirdly, How different is the chriftian world from
the chriftian religion } Who would imagine that they

who take their name from Chrift have any relation to

him, if we obferve their fpirit and praftice .'' Should a

ftranger learn chriftianity from what he fees in popifh

countries, he would conclude it principally confifted in

bodily aufterlties, in worftiipping faints, images, relics,

and a thoufand trifles, in theatrical fopperies and infig-

nificant
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nificant ceremonies, in believing implicitly all the de-

terminations of a fallible man as infallibly true, and in

perfecuting all that differ from them, and fhewing their

iove to their fouls by burning their bodies. In proteft-

ant countries, alas ! the face of things is but little better

as to good morals and praftical religion. Let us take

our own cotintry for a fample. Suppofe an Hr-athen of

Mahometan fhould take a tour through Virginia to

learn the religion of the inhabitants from their general

condudl, what would he conclude ? would he not con-

clude that all the religion of the generality confifted in

a few Sunday form.alities, and that the reft of the week
they had nothing to do with God, or any religion, but

were at liberty to live as they pleafe ? And were he

told that thefe were the followers of one Chrift, and

were of his religion, would he not conclude that he was
certainly an impoiW, and the minifter of fin? But
when he came to find that, notwithftanding all this li-

centioufnefs, they profefled the pure and holy religion of

the Bible, how would he be aftonifhed, and pronounce

them the moft inconfiftent bare-faced hypocrites ! My
brethren, great and heavy is the guilt that lies upon

our country on this account. It is a fcandal to the

chriflian name : it is guilty of confirming the neigh-

bouring Heathen in their prejudices, and hinders the

propagation of chriftianity through the world. O \^t

not us be accefTary to this dreadful guilt, but do all we
can to recommend our religion to univerfal acceptance

!

^I add.

Fourthly, and laftly. Let us examine whether we
have any juft title to the chriftian name; that is, whe-

ther we are chriftians indeed \ for if wc have not the

thing, to retain the name is the mofl inconfiftent folly

and hypocrify, and will anfwer no end but to aggravate

our condemnation. A loft chriftian is the moft fhock-

ing character in hell -, and, unlefs you be fuch chrif-

tians as I have defcribed, it will ere long be your

charader. Therefore, be followers of Chrift, imbibe

his



Serm. i $ . Mercy to mourning Penilents. 5 29

his fpirit, pradife his precepts, and depart from ini-

quity, otherwile he v/ill fentence you from him at laft

as workers of iniquity. And then ivill I profefs wvto

them (they arc Chrift's own words) / never knew you \

depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Matthew vii.

23-

SERMON XIII.

The Divine Mercy to mourning Penitents,

JcREMiAH xxxi. 18,19, 20. / havBfurely heardEphraini

hernoan'rng himfelf thus, Thou haji chajiifcd me, and I
was chajiijed, as a bullock unaccujiomed to the yoke

:

turn thou me, and Ijhall he turned ; for thou art the

Lord my God. Surely after that Iwas turned, Irepented ;

and after that I was injiru^ed, Ifmote upon my thigh :

Iwas ajhamed, yea, even confounded, becaufe I did bear

the reproach of my youth. Is Ephrai7n my dear fon ? is

he a pleafant child? for ftnce Ifpake againfi him, I do

earnejlly remember him Jiill : therefore my bowels are

troubledfor him : I willfurely have ?nercy upon him,

faith the Lord.

IN thefc words the mourning language of a penitent

child, fenfible of ingratitude, and at once defirous

and afhamed to return, and the tender language of a

compaffionate father, at once chaftifing, pitying and
pardoning, are fwcetly blended •. and the images are

fo lively and moving, that, if they were regarded only

as poetical defcriptions founded upon fidlion, they

would be irrefiftibly ftriking. But when we confider

them as the moft important realities, as defcriptive of
that ingenuous repentance which we muft all feel, and
of that gracious acceptance we muft all obtain from

Uu God
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God before we can be happy, what almighty energy

fhould they have upon us ! how may our hearts diilblve

within us at the found of fuch pathetic complaints, and

fuch gracious encouragements ! Hard indeed is that

heart that can hear thefe penitential ftrains without be-

ing melted into the like tender relentings ; and inve-

terate is that m.elancholy, incurable is that defpondency,

that can liften to fuch exprefhons of fatherly compaf-

fion and love, without being cheered and animated.

This v/hole chapter had a primary reference to the

Jews, and fuch of the Ifraelites as might mingle with

them in their return from the Babylonian captivity.

As they were enflaved to foreigners, and removed
from their native land for their fin, fo they could not

be restored but upon their repentance. Upon this

condition only a relloration was promifed them. Lev.

xxvi. 4C—43. Tieiit. XXX. i— 16.

In tills chapter we have a predldlion of their re-

pentance under the heavy chaftifement of feventy years

captivity, and of their return thereupon to their own
land. In the text the whole body of penitents among
them is called by the name of a fmgle perfon, Ephralm.

In the prophetic writings, the kingdom of the ten

tribes, as dlftlnguiihed from that of Judah, is fre-

quently denominated by this name, becaufe the Ephra-

imltes were a principal family among them. And
fometimes, as here, the name is given to- the Jews,

probably, on account of the great number of Ephra-

imites mingled with them, efpecially on their return

from captivity. All the penitent Jews are included

under this fingle name, to Intimate their unanimity in

their repentance; their hearts confented, like the heart

of one man, to turn to the Lord, from whom with

horrid unanimity they had revolted. This fingle

name Ephraim alfo renders this paflage more eafily

applicable to particular penitents in all ages. Every

one of fuch may infert his own name, inftcad of that

of Ephraim, and claim the encouragement originally

given to lilm. And Indeed this whole paflage is ap-

phcaDia
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plicable to all true penitents. Repenting Ephraim did

but fpeak the language of every one of you, my bre-

thren, who is made fenfible of the plague of his own
heart, and turned to the Lord ; and the tender lan-

guage of forgiving grace to mourning Ephraim is ad-

drefTed to each of you ; and it is with a viev* to yon

that I intend to confider this fcripture.

The text naturally refolves itfelf into three parts,

as it confifts of three verfes. In the firft \Qr{Q we find

the carelefs, refolute impenitent, reduced by chaftife-

ment to a fenfe of his danger, and the neceflity of

turning to God ; and yet fenfible of his utter inability,

and therefore crying for the attradive influences of di-

vine grace. You hear Ephraim bemoaning his wretch-

ed cafe, and pouring out Importunate groans for relief,

thus : 'Thou hafi chajiifed me^ and I ivas chaftifed^ like a

bullock unaccujiomed to the yoke^ that druggies and

wearies himfelf in vain to get free from it, and muft

be broken and tamed with fevere ufage.— " Thus
*' ftubborn and unmanageable have I been •, and nov/

" when I am convinced of the neceflity of a return to

" thee, I feel my obftinate heart reludate, like a wild
*' ox, and I cannot come. I therefore cry to thee for

*' the attradive influence of thy grace •," Turn thou

me, and IJhall he turned •, draw me^ and IJhall run after

thee. " To whom but to thee fhould I return ? and
" to whom but to thee fliould I apply for ftrength to

'^^ return ? For thou only art the Lord my God, who
" can help me, and vvhom I am under infinite obliga-

" tions to ferve."—Thus the awakened finner prayed •,

and mercy liftened to his cries. The attractive in-

fluences of divine o-race are granted, and he is enabled

to return ; which introduces the fecond branch of the

text in the 19th verfe, in which the new convert is re-

prefented as refleding upon the efHcacy of converting

grace, and the glorious change wrought in him by it

:

Surely after that I was turned, I repented -, and after

that I was infiru£ied, I fmote upon my thigh : I was

afroamed, yea, even confounded, becaufe I did bear the re^

froach of my youth. While
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While the returning prodigal is venting himfelf in

thefe plantive ftrains in ibme iblitary corner, his hea-

venly Father's bowels are moving over him. The
third part of the text reprefents the blefled God liften-

ing to the cries of his mourning child. 1 hkve fiirely

heard: or, according to the emphafis of the/original,

hearing I have heard Ephraim bemoaning hiinfelf : and
v/hile Ephraim is going on in his pallionate complaints,

God as it were interrupts him, andfurprifes him with

the Toothing voice of mercy. Is Ephraim my dearfon ^

is he a pkajant child ^^*' furely he is. Or we may un-

derftand the words thus, as if God fhould fay, " Whofe
" mourning voice is this I hear ? Is this Ephraim my
*' dear fon .'' Is this my pleafant child, that bemoans
" himfelf as a helplefs orphan, or one abandoned by
" his father ? And can I bear to hear his complaints
*' without mingling divine confolations with them, and
" aflliring him ofpardon ? No ; for fince I fpake againft
*' him in my threatenings, I do earneftly remember him
" ftill:'* therefore my hozvels are troubled for him ; I will

furely have mercy upon him, faith the Lord.

I (hall endeavour to illuftrate each of thefe parts of

the text, and thus fliall be led to defcribe the prepara-

tive exerclfes, the nature and concomitants of true re-

pentance -, and the tender compaffions of heaven

tovv'ards mourning penitents.

I. Let us view the returning finner under his firft

fpiritual concern, v/hich is generally preparatory to

evangelical repentance.

And where fhall we find him ^ And what is he do-

ing ? We fliail not now find him, as ufual, in a*

thoughtiefs hurry about earthly things, confining all

his attention to thefe trifies, and unmindful of the im-

portant concerns of eternity. We fhall not find him
merry, inconfidsrate, and vain, in a circle of jovial,

carelefs companions; mucli lefs fhall v/e find him in-

trepid

* Though affirmative interrogations are generally to be iinderltood

as llrdng negations, yet fcmctimcs they are to be underftood affinria -

tive'y. S;e i Sam, ii. 27, 28. Job x;:. 4.
I
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trepid and fecure in a courfe of fin, gratifying his

flefti, and indulging his lulls. In this enchanted road

the crowd of hardy impenitents pafs fecure and cheer-

ful down to the chambers of death, but the awaken-

ed finner flies from it with horror ; or, if his depraved

heart would tempt him to walk in it, he cannot take

many fteps before he is ihocked with the horrid ap-

parition of impending danger. He finds the fiatter-

ing paths of fin haunted with the terrible fpeftres of

guilt, and the fword of divine vengeance gleams

bright and dreadful before him, and feems lifted to

give the fatal blov/. You will therefore find the

av/akened finner folitary and folemn, in fome retired

corner, not deceiving himfelfv/ith vain hopes of fafety

in his prefent ftate, but alarmed with apprehenfions

of danger; not planning fchemes for his fecular ad-

vantage, nor afking Vv'ith fordid anxiety, " Who will

fhew me any temporal good ?" but folicitous about his

perifhing foul, and anxioufly enquiring, what Jhall 1

do to he faved ? He is not congratulating himfejf

upon the imaginary goodnefs of his heart or life, or

priding himfelf with fecret wonder in a rich conceit

of his excellencies, but you will hear him in his for-

rovvful retirement bemoaning, or (as the original fig-

nifies) condoling himfelf. He fees his cafe to be rea-

]y awful and fad, and he, as it were, takes up a lamen-

tation over himfelf. He is no more fenfelefs, hard-

hearted, and felf-applauding, as he was wont to be •,

but like a moiirnino turtle, he bewails himfelf in fuch

tragical ftrains as thefe :
" Unhappy creature that I

am ! into what a deplorable flate have I brought my-
felf ! and how long have I continued in it with the in-

fenfibility of a rock, and the itupidity of a brute ?

Now I may mourn over my paft negleded, and un-

improved days, as {o many deceafed friends, fent in-

deed from heaven to do me good, but cruelly killed

by my ungrateful negied and continued delays as to

a return to God and holinefs. Fly back, ye abufed

pionths and years , arife from the dead , reflore me
' your
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your precious moments again, that I may unravel the

web of life, and form it anew, and that I may im-

prove the opportunities I have fquandered away. Vain

and defperate wifh ! the v/heels of time will not re-

turn, and what fhall I do ? Here I am a g'l'lty obnoxi-

ous creature, uncertain of life, and unfit to die -, alien-

ated from God, and incapable (alas ! I may add, un-

willing) to return a ilave to fin, and too feeble to break,

the fetters of inveterate habits ; liable to the arrefl: of

divine juftice, and unable to deliver myfelf; expofed to

the vengeance of heaven, yet can make no atonement;

deftitute of an intereft in Chrifi:, and uncertain, awfully

uncertain, whether I firiall ever obtain it. Unhappy
creature ! How juftly may I take up a lamentation

over myfelf ! Pity me, ye brute creation, that know
not to fin, and therefore cannot know the mifery of

my cafe •, and have pity upon me, have pity upon me,

O ye my friends ! and if thefe guilty lips may dare

to pronounce thy injuied name, O thou God of grace

have pity upon me ! But alas ! I deferve no pity, for

how long have I denied to myfelf! Ah! infatuated

wretch ! why did not I fooner begin to fecure my
unhappy foul, that has lain all this time neglefled

and unpitied upon the brink of ruin ! Why did I

not fooner lay my condition to heart ? Alas, I fhould

have gone on thoughtlefs ftill, had I not been awak-

ened by the kind feverity, the gracious chaflifement^

of my diilionoured Father.

7hcuhafi chafiijedme. This, as fpoken by Ephraim^

had a particular reference to the Babylonifh captivity ^

but we may naturally take occafion from it to fpeak of

thofe calamities in general, whether outward or in-

ward, that are made the means of alarming the fecure

finner.

There are many v/ays which our heavenly Father

takes to correal his undutiful children until they return

to him. Sometimes he kindly takes away their health,

the abufed occafion of their wantonnefs and fecurity,

and reftrains them from their lufts with fetters of afflic-

tion.
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tion. This is beautifully defcribed by Elihu : He is

chajiened with pain upon his bedy and the multitude of

his bones withjlrongpain \ fothat his life abhorreth breads

and his foul dainty meat. His fleJJo is confumed away^

that it cdhnot be feen, and his bones, that were not feen.,

Jiick out i yea^ his foul draweth near unto the grave
.^
and

his life unto the deftroyers. If there be a mefjenger with

him., a peculiarlyfkilful interpreter., one a?nong a thoufand^

tofhew unto man his uprightnefs., then he is gracious unto

him., and jaith., Deliver him from going down to the pit \

—I have found a ranfom. Job xxxiii. 19, &c. Some-
times God awakens the finner to bethink himfelf, by

Gripping him of his earthly fupports and comforts, his

eftate, or his relatives, which drew away his heart

from eternal things, and thus brings him to fee the

neceffity of turning to God, the fountain of blifs, upon
the failure of the ftreams. Thus he dealt with profli-

gate Manafleh. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11, 12. He was

taken in thorns., and bound in fetters., and carried to

Babylon ; and when he was in ajfli5lion he befoughi the

L-ordy and humbled himfelf greatly before hini^ andprayed

unto him., 8zc. Thus alfo God promifes to do with

his chofen; I will caufe you to pafs under my rod, and

bringyou into the bond of my covenant. Ezek. xx. 37.
Pfal, Ixxxix. 32. Prov. xxil. 15. xxix. 15.

But the principal means of corre6lion which God
ufes for the end of return to him is that of confcience-,

and indeed without th«s all the reft are in vain. Out-
ward afflidtions are of fervice only as they tend to

awaken the confcience from its lethargy to a faithful

difcharge of its truft. It is confcience that makes the

finner fenfible of his mifery, and fcourges him till he

return to his duty. This is a chaftifem.cnt the moft

fevere that human nature can endure. The laflies of

a guilty confcience are intolerable •, and fome under

them have chofen ftrangling and death rather than

life.. The fpirit of a man may bear him up under out-

ward infirmities; but when the fpirit itfelf is wound-
ed, w^j r^w i'^^r /V ? Prov. xviii. 14. Confcience is a

ferpent
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isrpent in Its brcaft, v;hich bites and gnaws his heart

;

and he can no more avoid it than he can fly from him-
felf. Its force is fo great and univerfal, that even the

heathen poet Juvenal, not famous for the dehcacy of

his morals, taught by experience, could fpeak feeling-

ly of its fecret blows, and of agonizing fweats under

its tortures.*

Let not fuch of you as have never been tortured

with its remorfe, congratulate yourfelves upon your
happinefs, for you are not innocents ; and therefore

conscience will not always fleep ; it will not always

lie torpid and inadive, like a fnake benumed with cold,

in your breaft. It will awaken you either to your
converfion or condemnation. Either the fire of God's
wrath flaming from his law will enliven it in this

v/orld to fting you with midicinal anguifh i or the un-

quenchable fire of his vengeance in the lake of fire and
brimfione will thaw it into life, and then it will horri-

bly rage in your breaft, and diffufe its tormenting poi-

fon through your whole frame : then it wiU become a

never-dying worm, and prey upon your hearts for

ever. But if you now fufFer it to pain you with falu-

tary remorfe, and av/aken you to a tender fenfibility

of your danger, this inteftine enemy will in the end

become your bofom. friend, will fupport you under

every calamity, and be your faithful companion and

guardian through the mofi; dangerous paths of life.

Therefore now fubmit to its wholefome feverities, now
yield to its chaftifements. Such of you as have fub-

mitted to its authority, and obeyed its faithful admo-
nitions, find it your beft friend ; and you now blefs

the day in v/hich you complied with its demands;
though

Frigida mens eft

Criminibus, tacita fudant praecordia culpa.

JuvBN. Sat. I.

Cur tamen hos tu

Evafifle putes, quos diri confcia fa£ti

Mens habet attonitos, & furdo verberc caedic,

Occultum quatiente animo tortore fiagellum ?

Id. Sat. XIII.
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though before divine grace renewed your heart, your
wills were ftubborn and reludantj and you might fay

with Ephraim,
/ was chafiifed as a bullock unaccujiomed to the yoke ;

that is, " As a wild young ox, unbroken from the

herd, is unmanageable, refufes the yoke, becomes
outrageous at the whip or goad, and wearies himfelf

in ineife(5lual ftruggles to throw off the burden clapt

upon him, and regain his favage liberty, and never

v/ill fubmit until wearied out, and unable to refift any

longer; fo has my ftubborn heart, unaccuftom.ed to

obey, refufed the yoke of thy law, O my God, and

ftruggled with fullen obftinacy under thy chaftifements.

Inrtead of calmly fubmittmg to thy rod, and immedi-
ately reforming under correftion, inftead of turning

to thee, and flying to thy arms to avoid the falling

blov,', I was unyielding and outrageous, like a vjtld

bull in a net, Ifaiali li. 20. I wearied myfelf in def-

perate ftruggles to free myfelf from thy chaftifing hand

;

or vainly tried to harden myfelf to bear it with obdu-
rate infenfibility. I tried to break the rod of confci-

cnce that I might no more groan under its laflies, and
my heart reludated and rebelled againft the gracious

defign of thy correftionj which was to bring me back

to thee my heavenly Father. But now I am wearied

out, now I am feniible I muft fubmit, or perifh, and
that my confcience is too ftrong for me, and muft
prevail,'*

You fee, m.y brethren, the obftinate reludtance of an
awakened (inner to return to God. Like a wild young
bullock, he would range at large, and is impatient of

the yoke of the law, and the reftraints of confcience.

He loves his fin ai)d cannot bear to part with it. He
has no relifh for the exercifes of devotion and afcetic

mortification-, and therefore will not fubmit to them.

The way of holinefs is difagreeable to his depraved

heart, and he will not turn his feet to it. He loves

to be ftupidly eafy and ferene in mind, and cannot

bear to be checked in his purfuit of bufinefs or plea-

X X furc
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fure by anxieties of heart, and therefore he is im-

patient of the honeft warnings of his confcience, and

ufes a variety of wretched expedients to lilence its

clamorous remonftrances. In fnort, he will do any

thing, he will turn to any thing rather than turn to

God. If his confcience will be but fatisfied, he will for-

fake many of his fins •, he will, like Herod, Mark vi.

20. do many things, and walk in the whole round of

outward duties. All this he will do, if his confcience

will be but bribed by it. But if confcience enlarges

its demands, and, after he has reformed his life, re-

quires him to make him a new heart, requires him
to turn not only from the outward pra6lice of grofs

viceSj but from the love of all Rn ; not only to turn to

the obfervance of religious duties, but to turn to the

Lord with all his heart, and furrender himfelf entirely

to him, and make it the main bufinefs of life to ferve

him-, if confcience, I fay, carries its' demands thus far,

he cannot bear it, he ftruggles to throw off the yoke.

And fome are curfed with horrid fuccefs in the at-

tempt : they are permitted to reft content in a partial

reformation, or external religion, as fufficlent, and fo

go down to the grave zvith a lie in their right hand.

But the happy foul, on whom divine grace is deter-

mined to finiili its work in fpite of all oppofition, is

fuffered to weary itfelf out in a vain refiftance of the

chaftifements of confcience, till it is obliged t^. yield,

and fubmit to the yoke. And then with Ephraim it

will cry.

Turn thou me., and I Jhall he turned. This is the

mourning finner's language, when convinced that he

muft fubmit and turn to God, and in the mean time

finds himfelf utterly unable to turn. Many efiays he

makes to give himfelf to the Lord ; but O ! his heart

flarts back, and flirinks away, as though he were

rufhing into flames, when he is but flying to the

gracious embraces of his Father. He ftrives, and

ilrives to drag it along, but all in vain. And what

ihall he do in this extremity, but cry, " Lord^ turn

thou
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thou me^ and I jhall he turned \ draw me ^ and 1 [ball

run after thee. Work in me to will and to do,, and then

I fball work out 'my own falvationl Lord, thougii I

am fenfible of the neceflity of turning to thee, though

I exert my feeble ftrength in many a languid effort to

come, yet I cannot ; I cannot (o much as creep towards

thee, though I iliould die on the fpot. Not only thy

word, but my own experience now convinces me that

I cannot come unto thee, v.nlefs thou draw ine. John
vi. 44. Others vainly boail of their imaginary power,

as though, when they fet themfelves about it they

could perform fome great achievements. Thus I

once flattered myfelf, but now, when I am moft

capable ofjudging, that is, when I come to the trial,

all my boails are humbJed. Here I lie, an helplefs

creature, unable to go to the phyfician, unable to

accept of pardon and life on the eafy terms of the

gofpd, and unable to free myfelf from the bondage of

fin : and thus 1 muft lie for ever, unlefs that God
from v^'hom I have revolted, draws me back to him-

self. Turn me, O thou that haft the hearts of all

men in thy hands, and canft turn them whitherfoever

thou pleafeft, turn me i and then, weak and reludant

as I am, I fhfill be turned •, this backward heart v/iii

yield to the almighty attraction of thy grace.

" Here am I as paffive clay in the hand of the

potter ; incapable to fafnion myfelf into a veflel fit for

thy houfe-, but thou canft form me as thou pleafeft.

This hard and ftubborn heart will be dudile and plia-

ble to thine irrefiftible power."' Thus you fee the

awakened finner is driven to earneft prayer in his ex-

igence. Never did a drowning man call for help, or a

condemned malefador plead for pardon with m.ore fin^

ccrity and ardour. If the finner had neglected prayer

ail his life before, ncv/ he files to it as the only ex-

])cdient left, or if he formerly ran it over in a carelefs

unthinking manner, as an infigpificant form_, now he

exerts all the importunity of his foul ; now h^ prays as

fojT his life, and cannot reft tiU his defires are anfwered.
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Tihe finner ventures to enforce his petition by plead-

ing his relation to God ; 'Turn mc^—for thou art the

Lord my God. There is a fenfe in which a finner in

his unregenerate ftate cannot call God his God ; that

is, he cannot claim a fpecial interefl: in him as his

portion, nor cry ** Abba, Father," with the fpirit ot'

adoption, as reconciled to God. But even an unre-

generate finner may call him my God in other fenfes i

he is his God by right, that is, though he has idola-

troufly yielded himfelf to other gods, yet by right

he fhould have acknowledged him oiily. He is his

God, as that name denotes authority and power, to

which all fhould be fubjed: : his God, as he would now
choofe him to be his God, his portion and his all,

which is implied in turning to him ; he is his God by
anticipation and hope, as upon his turning to him he

will become his reconciled God in covenant ; and he
3s his God by outward profeffion and vifible relition.

The force of this argument to urge his petition for

converting grace, may be viewed m various lights.

It may be underftood thus :
" Turn thou me, for

thou only, who art the Lord of the uqiverfe, and haft

all the creation at thy controul •, thou only, who art my
God and ruler, and in whofe hand my heart is, art able

to turn fo obftinate a creature. In vain do I feek foi:

help elfewhere. Not all the means upon earth, not

all the perfuafions, exortations, invitations, and ter-

rors that can be uied with me, can turn this heart;

it is a work becoming the Lord God Almighty, and

it is thou alone canft Q&t&. it."'

Or we may underftand the plea thus :
" Turn thou

sTie, and 1 fhall turn to tJiee ; to thee who art the

Lord my God, and to whom I am under the moft

facred 'obligations to return. I would refign thine

own right to theej I would fubmit to thee who alone

haft a juft claim to me as thy fervant.-'

Or the words may be underftood as an abjuration

of ail the idol-lufts to which the finner was enflaved

beforCo *' I will turn to thee; for to whom l"houId I

turn
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turn but to the Lord my God ? What have I to do

any more with idols? Hofea xiv. 8. Why fliould I any

longer fubmit to other Lords, who have no right to

me ? I would renounce them all ; I would throw ofF

all lubjedtion to them, and avouch thee alone for the

Lord my God." Thus the Jews renounced their

falfe gods upon their return from Babylon.

Or we may underftand the words as an encourage-

ment to hope for converting grace, fince it is afked

from a God of infinite power and goodnefs. " Though

I
have moft grievoufly offended, and had I done the

thoufandth part fo much againll my fellow creatures,

i could never expe<5l a favourable admiffiofi into their

prefence ; yet I dare afk fo great a favour of thee,

for thou art God, and not man : thy power and thy

grace are all divine, fuch as become a God. I therc-

ibre dare to hope for that from thv hands, which I

might ..defpair of from all the univerfe of beings be-

fides."

Or finally, the paflage may be looked upon as a

plea drawn from the finner's external relation to God,
as a member of his vifible church, and as dedicated

to him. f'- Turn me, and I will turn to thee, whofe
name I bear, and to whom I have been early devoted.

I would now of my own choice acknowledge the God
of my fathers, and return to the guide of my youth.

And, fince thou haft honoured me with a place in thv

vifible church, I lium^bly hope thou wilt not re]e6t me
now, when I would fnicerely confecrate myfclf to thcc,

and become thy fervant in reality, as well as in ap-

pearance." In this fenfe the plea might be u{^(i with

peculiar propriety by the Jews, wlio had been nationally

adopted as the peculiar people of God.

In whatever fenfe we underftand the words, thev

convey to us this important truth, that the awakened
{inner is obliged to take all his encouragement from
God, and not from himfelf All his truft is in the

divine mercy, and he is brought to an iiappy felf-

defpair.

Having
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Having viewed Ephratm under the preparatory-

work of legal convidion, and the dawn oi evangelical

repentance, let us view him,

II. As refle*fcing upon the furprifing efncacy of

grace he had fought, and which was beftowed upon

him in anfv/er to his prayer.

We left him jufc now crying, 'Turn thou me, and I

fizall he turned •, here we find him actually turned. Surely

after that 1 was turned, I repented. When the Lord
exerts his power to fubduethe ftubbornnefs of the {in-

ner, and fv/ectly to allure him to himfelf, then the iin-

ner repents ; then his heart diflblves in ingenuous dif-

intcreflied relentings. His forrow and concern before

converfion are forced and mercenaiy ; they ars occa-

sioned only by a felnih fear of puniiliment, and he would

xvillingiy get rid of them, but now his grief is free and

fpontaneous ; it flows from his heart as freely as ftreams

from a fountain j and betakes pleafure in tender yelent-

ings before the Lord for his fin ; he delights to bs

humble, and to feel his heart difiblve within him. An
heart of iieili, foft and fufceptive of impreflions, is his

clioice, and a ftony infenfible heart his greateft burden*,

the more penitent the more happy, and the more fenfe-

lefs, the more miferable he finds himfelf. Now alfo his

heart is actuated with a generous concern for the glory

of God ; and he fees the horrid evil of fin as contrary

to the holinefs of God, and an ungrateful requital of

his uninterrupted beneficence.

We learn from this pafiage, that the true penitent

is fenfible of a mighty turn in his temper and inclina-

tions. Surdy after that I was turned, I repented. His
whole foul is turned from what he formerly delighted

in, and turned to what he had no relifh for before.

Particularly his thoughts, his will, and afFedions are

turned io God ; there is an heavenly bias communicat-

ed to them which draws them to hohnefs, like the law

of gravitation in the material world. There is indeed

a new turn given to his outward pra<5lice j the world

may in fome meafure fee that he is a new man ; but

this
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this is not all-, the firfl fpring that turns a.11 the wheels

of the icul and atflions of hfe is the heart, and this is

firft fet right. The change within is as evident as that

without, could our evp<^ penetrate the heart. In fliort,

Jf any man be in Chrift^ he is throughout a 716"^^ crecititre \

eld things are pajjed awa\\ and behold^ all things are

biCDuie new.

Apply this touchftone to your hearts, my brethren,

and fee if they will ftand the teft.

The penitent proceeds, After that I 'was i:'ifurn^ied^ I
Jviicte upon my thigh. The fame grace that turns him
does alfo inftruft him ; nay, it is by difcovering to

him the beauty of holinefs, and the glory of God in

the face of Jefus Chrift, that it draws him. He is

brought out of darknefs into marvellous and aftonifh-

ing light, that furprifes him with nev/ dilcoveries of

things : he is inftrufted particularly, as to the necef-

fity of turning to God, as to the horrid ingratitude,

vilenefs, and deformity of fm, and as to his folly and

wickednefs in continuing fo long alienated from God.
By the way, have you ever been let into thefe fecrets,

my hearers ? And when infl:ru(51:ed in thefe,

" He fmites upon his thigh.'* This gefiure denotes

conirernaticn and amazement ; and nature direvflis us

thus to exprefs thefe paffions. Ezekiel is enioined to

ufe this gefture as a prophetic aftion fignifying the

horror and aftonifhment of his mind. Ezekiel y^rJi. 12.

This adion, therefore, of the penitent, intimates what
confiernation and amazement he is caft into, when thefe

new difcoveries flafh upon his foul. He ftands amazed
at himfeif. He is ftruck with horror to think what an
ungrateful, ignorant, ftupid wretch he has been all

iiis life till this happy moment. " Alas ! v. hat have I

been doing ? abuling all my d&ys in ruining my own
foul, and difhonouring the God of all my m.ercies !

contentedly eftranged from him, and not feekinsj to

return ! Where were my eyes, that I never before

faw the horrid evil of my cpnduft, and the fnocking

deformity of fin, which now opens to me in all its

hideous
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hideous colours ! AmazinG; ! that divine vengeance

has not broken out upon mc before now ! Can it be

that I am yet alive ! in the land of hope too ! yea,

alive, an humble pardoned penitent ! Let heaven and
earth v/onder at this, for furely the fun never fhone

upon a wretch fo undeferving ! fo great a monument
of mcrcv !"

The pardoned penitent proceeds,

—

I 'U)as ajhamed^

yea^ even confounded^ becaufe I did bear the reproach of

my youth. We are afhamed when we are caught in a

mean, bafe and fcandalous aftion; we blulh, and are

confounded, and know not where to look, or what to

fay. Thus the penitent is heartily afhamed of him-
felf, when he reflects upon the fordid difpofitrons he

has indulged, and the bafe and fcandalous anions he

has committed. He blufhes at his own infpetlion-, he

is confounded at his own tribunal. He appears to

himfelf, a mean, bafe, contemptible wretch •, and,

though the world may honour him, he loaths himfelf^

as viler than the earth he treads on •, and is fecretly

ailiamed to fee the face of man. And how then fhaJI

he appear before God '^. how fhall he hold up his face

in the prefence of his injured Father .^ He comes to

him afhamed, and covering his head. He knows not

what to fay fo him •, he knows not how to look him
in the face, but he falls down abafhed and confounded

at his feet. Thus was penitent Ezra afhamed before

God. He fell upon his knees, and lifted up his hands

(his eyes, like the publican, hedurft not hft up) unto

the heavens, and he fays, my God^ I am ajhamed^ and

hliifh to lift lip my face to thee,, my God ; for our iniqui-

ties are increafed over our heads,, and our trefpafj'es are

grown up unio the heavens.—And now,, our Gody

what jhall we fay afterHhis ? for we have broken thy

commandments. Ezra ix. 5—rio. Thus it was foretold

concerning the repenting Jevys. Then thou fhalt re-

member thy evil ways and be aJJjat7ied. Thoufhalt be con-

foundedy and never open thy mouth any more, becaufe of

thy fljame, E^ek. xvi. 61, 63. There is good reafon

for
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for this confclcus (hame, and therefore it is enjoined

as a duty : Not for your fakes do I tkii unto you^ faith

the Lord God., be it known unto you : he afhayned and

confounded for your own ways., houje cf Ifrad. Ezek.

xxxvi. 32.

And what is the caufe of this fhame in the mourn-
ing penitent ? " O (fays he) it is becaufe I bear the

reproach ofmy youth
.''^ " I carry upon me (as the origi-

nal word fignifies) the brand of infamy. My youth,

alas ! was fpent in a thoughtlefs negleft of God and

the duties I owed him •, my vigorous days were wafted

in fcnfual extravagances, and gratifying my criminal

inclinations. My prime of life, which (hould have

been facred to the Author of my exiftence, was fpent

in rebellion againll him. Alas ! my firft thoughts,

my virgin-love, did not afpire to him ; nor did my
young defires, as foon as fledged, wing their flight

to heaven. In fliort, the temper of my heart, and

my courfe of life, from the firft: exerciles of reafom

to this happy hour of my converfion, were a dif-

grace to my rational nature-, I have degraded myfelf

beneath the beafls that perifli." Behold., I am vile ! I
loath and abhor myfelffor all my filthinefs and abomina-

tions. Ezek. xxxvi. 31. " And how amazing the

grace of God, to honour fo bafe a wretch v/ith a place

among the children of his love !"

Thus I have delineated the heart of penitent

Ephraim •, and let me alk you mv brethren, is this

y5ur piiflure ? Have you ever felt (uch ingenuous re-

lentings, fuch juft confl:ernation, fuch holy fhame and

confuflon ? There can be no tranfition from nature to

grace without previous concern, &c. You all bear

the reproach of that youth, you have all fpent fome
unhappy days in the fcandalous v/ays of fin, and your

confciences iVill bear the brand of infamy. And have

you ever been 4-nade deeply fenfible of it ? Has God
ever heard you bemoaning yourfelves thus in fome

mournful folitude, " Thou hafl: chaftifed me, and I

was chafliifed, as a bullock unaccuftomed to the voke.'*

Yy ^

Is
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Is there any fuch mourner here this day ? then liften

to the gracious voice of your heavenly Father, while,

III. I am illuftrating the laft, the fweeteft part of

the text, which expreiVes the tender compaflion of God
towards m.ourning penitents.

While they are bemoaning their cafe, and confcious

that they do not deferve one look of love from God,
he is reprefented as attentively liftening to catch the

firft penitential groan that breaks from their hearts.

Ephraim, in the depth of his defpondency, probably

did hardly hope that God took any notice of his fecret

forrows, v;hich he fupprefled as much as poflible from
the public view : but God heard him, God was watch-

ing to hear the firft mournful cry; and he repeats all

his complaints, to let him know (after the manner of

men) what particular notice he had taken of them.
" I have furely heard, or hearing I have heard ;" that

is, " I have attentively heard Ephraim bemoaning
himfelf thus."

What ftrong confolatlon may this give to defpond-

Ing m.ourners, who think themfelves negleded by that

God to whom they are pouring out their weeping fup-

plications \ He hears your fecret groans, he courts

your fighs, and puts your tears into his bottle. His
eyes penetrate all the fecrets of your heart, and he

obferves ail their feeble ftruggles to turn to himfelf;

and he beholds you not as an unconcerned fpeftator,

but with all the tender emotions of fatherly compaf-

fion : for.

While he is liftening to Ephraim's mounful com-
plaints, he abruptly breaks in upon him, and fweetly

furprifes him with the warmeft declarations of pity

and grace. " Is this Ephraim, my dear fon, whofe

mourning voice I hear ? Is this my pleafant child, or

(as it might be rendered) the child of my delights,

who thus wounds my ear xnth his heart-rending

groans V^ What ftrange language this to an ungrate-

ful, unyielding rebel, that continued obftinate till he

was wearied out i that would not turn till drawn •, that

deferved
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defervcd to fall a viflim to juftice ! This is the lan-

guage of compaiTion all divine, of grace that becomes

a God.
This paflage contains a moft encouraging truth,

that, however vile and abandoned a finner has been,

yet, upon his repentance, lie becomes God's dear fon,

his favourite child. He will, from that moment re-

gard him, provide for him, proteft him, and bring

him to his heavenly inheritance, as his fon and heir ;

for Neither deaths nor life^ nor angels.^ nor principalities^

nor powersy nor things prejent^ nor things to come^ &c.

Rom. viii. 38. &c. Jhall feparate him from his Father^

s

love ; but he Jhall inherit all things. Rev. xxi. 7. Yea,

all things are h's already in tide, and he fhall be made
greater than the kings of the earth -, he iliall be made
fuch as becomes fo dignified a relation as that of a Son
to the King of kings and Lord of lords.

And is not this magnet fufficient to attra6l all this

aflembly to their Father's houfe ? Can you refift the

almighty energy of fuch compaflion? Return, ye

perifhing prodigals ! Return ^ though you hdxtfinned

againji Heaven., and before your father^ and are no mors

worthy to be called his fans., yet return, and you fhall

be made his dear fons, his pleafant children.

Are none of you in need of fuch ftrong confolation

as this } Do you want encouragement to return, and

are you ready to (pring up and run to your father's

arms, upon the firfl; aflurance of acceptance ? If this

be what you want, you have an abundance for your
fupply. Are all your fouls then in motion to return ^.

Does that eye which darts through the whole crea-

tion at once, now behold your hearts moving towards

God ? Or am I wafting thefe gracious encouragements

upon ftupid creatures, void of fenfation, that do not

care for them, or that are fo conceited of their ov^'n.

worth, as not to need them ? If fo, I retracft thefe

confolations, with refped to you, and fnall prefently

tell you your doom. But let us farther purfue thefe

?r.elting ftrains cf paternal pity.

*' For
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" For fince I fpake againft him, I do earneftly re-

member him ftill." Many and dreadful were the

threatenings denounced againft: the finner, while im»

penitent; and, had he continued impenitent, they

ivould certainly have been executed upon him.—But

the primary and immediate defign of the threatenings

are to make men happy, and not to make them mife-

rable ; they are defigned to deter them from difobe-

dience, which is naturally producflive ot mifery, or

to reclaim them from it, which is but to reftrain them
in their career to ruin. And confequently thefe threat-

enings proceed from love as well as the promifes of

our God, from love to the perfon, though from ha-

tred to fin. So the fame love which prompts a parent

to promife a reward to his fon for obedience, will

prompt him alfo to threaten him, if he takes fome
dangerous weapon to play with : or, to choofe a more
pertinent illuftration, for God is the moral ruler as

v/ell as father of the rational world ; the fame regard

to the public weal, which induces a lav/giver to annex

a reward to obedience, will alfo prompt him to add

penalties to his law to deter from difobedience ; and

his immediate defign is not to make any of his fub-

^ev5ls miferable, but to keep themi from making them-

felves and others miferable by difobedience ; though,

v;hen the threatening is once denounced, it is necefl'ary

it fhould be executed, to vindicate the veracity of the

lawgiver, and fecure his government from infult and

contempt. Thus when the primary end of the divine

threatenings, namely, the deterring and reclaiming

men from difobedience is not obtained, then it becomes

necefiary that they fhould be executed upon the impe-

nitent in all their dreadful extent ; but v/hen the finner

is brought to repentance, and to fubmit to the divine

government, then all thefe threatenings are repealed,

and they fhall not hurt one hair of his head. And
the finner himfelf will acknowledge that thefe threaten-

ings proved necefiary mercies to him, and that the

denunciation of everlafling punifliment was one means
cf
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of bringing him to everlafting happinefs, and that

jdivine vengeance in this fenfe confpired with divine

grace to fave him.

Confider this, ye defponding penitents, and allay

your tenors. That God, who has written fuch bitter

things againft you in his word, earneftly and afFefrion-

ately remembers you ftill, and it v/as with a kind intent

to you that he thundered out thefe terrors at which

you tremble. Thefe acids, this bitter phyfic, were

neceflary for your recovery. Thefe coals of fire were

necefTary to awaken you out of your lethargy. There-

fore read the love of your Father, even in thefe fo-

lemn warnings. He affedionately rem;embers you

ftill ; he cannot put you out of his thoughts.

Therefore my bowels (adds the all-gracious Jehovah)

r.re troubled [or him. Aftonifhing beyond conception!

How can we bear up under fuch words as thefe?

Surely they muft break our hearts, and overwhelm our

fpirits! Here is the great God, who has millions of

fuperior beings to ferve him, and who is abfolutely in-

dependent upon them all, troubled, his very bowels

troubled, for a rebellious, ufelefs, trifling worm ! Be
aftonifhed at this, ye angels of light, Vv'ho are the

witnefies of fuch amazing, fuch unbounded compaf-

fion ! and wonder at it, O ye fons of men, v/ho are

more intimately concerned in it, ftand and adore, as

it were, in ftatues of admiration! It is true thefe

v/ords are not to be taken literally, as though the

Deity were capable of forrow, or any of the human
paffionsi but he here condefcends to adapt himfelf to

the language of mortals, and to borrow fuch images

as will convey to us the moft lively ideas of his grace

and tendernefs to mourning penitents; and no image

can anfwer this end better than that of a Father, whofe

bowels are yearning over his mourning child, proftrate

at his feet, and who, with eager embraces, raifes liim

up, aflliring him of pardon and acceptance. If any

of you know what it is to receive a penitent child in

ihis manner, while all the father is tenderly working

within
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within vou, you may formfome affec5ting ideas of the

readinefs of our heavenly Father to receive returning

finners from this tender illuftration.

The Lord concludes this moving fpeech with a

promife that includes in it m'ore than we can aflc or

think, fealed with his own facred name. Iwillfurely

have mercy.) or (according to the more emphatical ori-

ginal) with Mercy, / will have mercy upon him^ faith

the Lord: that is, I will fhew abundant mercy to him,

I will give him all the bleflings that infinite mercy can

beftow ; and what can be needed more ? This pro-

mife includes pardon, acceptance, fandification, joy in

the Holy Ghoft, peace of confcience, and immortal

life and glory in the future world. O firs ! -what a

God, what a Father is this ! Who is a God like unto

thee, that pardoneth iniquity, &c. Mlcah vii. 18.

And can you, ye mourners in Zion, can you fear a

rejeftion from fuch a tender Father ? Can you dread

to venture upon fuch abundant mercies ? Is there a

mourning Ephraim in this aflembly ? I may call you,

as God did Adam, Ephrair/i.^ where art thou ? Let the

word of God find you out, and force a little encou-

ragement upon you : your heavenly Father, whofe an-

gry hand you fear, is liftening to your groans, and

will meafure you out a mercy for every groan, a blef-

fing for every figh, a drop, a draught of confolation,

for every tear. His bowels are moving over you, and

he addrefles you in fuch language as this, *' Is this my
dear fon ? is this my pleafant child ?" &c.

And as to you, ye hardy impenitents, yc abandon-

ed profligates, ye carelefs formalifts, ye almoft chrif-

tians, can you hear thefe things, and not begin now
to relent ? Do you not find your frozen hearts begin

to thaw within you ? Can you refifl fuch alluring

grace? Can you bear the thoughts of continuing ene-

mies to fo good, fo forgiving a Father ? Does not

Ephraim*s petition now rife in your hearts, "Turn thou

me., andlJhallbe. turned? then I congratulate you upon
this happy day ; you are this day become God's dear

fons, the children of his delights, &c. Is
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Is there a wretch fo fenfelefs, fo wicked, fo aban-

doned, as to refufe to return? Where art thou, hardy-

rebel ? Stand forth, and meet the terrors of thy doom.

To thee I muft change my voice, and, inftead of re-

prefenting the tender cornpafiions of a father, muft

denounce the terrors of an angry judge. Thy doom
is declared and fixt by the fame lips that fpealc to pe-

nitents in fuch encouraging ftrains; by thofe gracious

lips that never uttered an harfh cenfure. God is angry

with thee every day. Pfalm vii. ii. Except thou re~

pentejl^ thou Jhalt furely periJJj. Luke xiii. 3. The ex-

ample of Chrift authorifes me to repeat it again ; Ex-
cept thou repemeji^ thou Jhalt furely perifJj, ver. 5. The

God that made thee zvill deftroy thee ; and he that formed

thee willjJdew thee no favour. Ifai. xxvi. 1 1. Thou art

treajuring up wrath m horrid affluence agaivji the day

of wrath. Rom. ii. 5. God is jealous., and revengeth \

the Lord revengeth., and is furious •, the Lord will take

vengeance on his adverfaries ; and he referveth wrath for
his ene7nies. The mountains quake at him : the hills melt ;

the earth is burnt at his prefence \ yea., the world., and

they that dwell therein. Who can ftand before his indig-

nation ? Who can endure in the fiercenefs of his anger ?

His fury is poured out likefire., and the rocks are thrown

down by him. Nahum i. 2

—

6. Thefe flaming thun-

der-bolts, {inner, are aimed at thy heart, and, if thou

canft harden thyfelf againft their terror, let me read

thee thy doom before we part. You have it pronounc-

ed by God himfelf in Deuteronomy, the twenty-ninth

chapter, at the nineteenth and following verfes. If it

come to pafs that when he heareth the words of this curfe^

that he blefs himfelf in his heart.,
f^y^^^g-,

I Jh^H have

peace, though I walk in the imagination of my heart—'

The Lord zvill not fpare him -, but then the anger of the

Lord and his jealoufy fhall fmoke againfl that man., and

all the curfes that are written in this book pall lie upon

him, and the Lordfhall blot out his namefrom under hea-

ven % and the Lord fhallfeparate him unto evil out of all

the tribes of Ifrael, according to all the curfes of the co-

venant
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venant that are writien in this hook of the law. And
now finner, if thou canft return home carelefs and

fenfelefs with this heavy curfe upon thee, expeft not a

word of comfort, exped no blefling till thou art made
truly penitent j for " how fhall I blefs whom God has

not bleiTed?" The minifterial bleffing falls upon one

on thy right hand, and one on thy left, but it lights

not upon thee. The curfe is thy lot, and this muft

thou have at the hand of God, if thou continueft har-

dened and infolent in fin. Thoti muft lie dozvn in for-

row. Ifai. 1. li. Confider this, all ye that forget God.,

left he tear you in pieces^ and there be none to deliver^

Pfalm 1. 22,

SERMON XIV.

Chrift precious to all true Believers^

I Peter ii. j. Unto you therefore which believe^ He
is precious,*

YES i blefled be God ! though a great part of the

creation is difaffeded to Jefus Chrift -, though
fallen fpirits, both in fiefh and without flefh, both

upon earth and in hell, negleft him, or profefs them-

felves open enemies to him, yet he is precious ; pre-

cious, not only in himfelf, not only to his Father, not

only to the choirs of Heaven, who beheld his full

glory without a veil, but precious to fome even in our

gulity world •, precious to a fort of perfons of our fin-

ful race, who make no great figure in mortal eyes,

who have no idea of their own goodnefs, who are

mean, unworthy creatures in their own view, and who
are generally defpicable in the view of others j I mean,

he

* Ot prsdoufnefs in the abftraft, *»;*>>,
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he is precious to all true believers. And, though they

are but fev/ comparatively in our world; though there

are, I am afraid, but fev/ additions made to them
from among us ; yet, blefled be God, there are fome
believers even upon our guilty globe ; and, I doubt
not, but I am nov/ fpeaking to fome fuch.

My believing brethren (if I may venture to claim

kindred v/ith you) I am now entering upon a defign^

which I know you have much at heart -, and that is,

to make the bleiled Jefus more precious to you, and,

if portible, to recommend him to the afFedtions of the

crowd that neglecSl him. You know, alas ! you love

him but little-, but very little, compared to his infi-

nite excellency and your obligations to him ; and you
know that multitudes love him" not at all. Whatever
they profefs, their prafcice fhews that their carnal

minds is enmity againft him. This you often fee,

and the fight affeds your hearts. It deeply aiTe(frs

you to think fo much excellency fhould be negle6led

and defpifed, and fo much love meet with fuch bafe

returns of ingratitude. And you cannot but pity your
poor feliow-fmncrs, that they are fo blind to the

brighteft glory and their own higheil intereft, and
that they ihould perifli, through wilful negled: of their

deliverer ; perifh, as it were, within reach of the hand
ftretched out to fave them. This is indeed a very af-

fe(5i:ing, very lamentable, and alas! a very common
fight. And will you not then bid me God fpeed this

day in my attempt to recommend this precious, though

negleftedi Jefus ? Will you not contribute your fnare

towards my faccefs in fo pious and benevolent a defign

by your earneit prayers ? Now, fhall not the inter-

ceding figh rife to Heaven from every heart, and every

foul be caft into a praying pofture.f' 1 Ihail hope to

ditcharge my duty with more comfort and advantage,

if you afford me this affiftance. And furely fuch of

you cannot deny me this aid, who defire that Jefas

may become ftill mors precious to your own hearts,

Z z and
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and that he may be the objedl of univerfal love from
all the fons of men, who are now difaffeded to him !

To you that believe^ he is precious—He?—Who?
Is it Mammon, the God of the world ? Is it plea-

i'ure, or honour ? No , none of thefe is the darling

of the believing heart. But it is he who is the upper-

moft in every pious heart-, he, who is firft in the

thoughts and affedions ; he, whom every friend of
his muft know, even without a name ; if it be but
faid of him, he is precious, this is enough to diftin-

guifh him from all others. " If it be he the apoftle

" means, may every believer fay, who is moft preci-

" ous to my foul, then I can eafily point him out,
"' though without a name. It muft be Jefus, for O 1

*' it is he that is moft precious to me." The connec-

tion alfo of the text direds us to the fame perfon. It

is he the apoftle means, whom he had juft defcribed

as a living ftone, chofen of God, and the precious

;

the chief corner-ftone, the great foundation of the

church, that fpirltual temple of God, fo ftately and

glorious, and reaching from earth to heaven ; it is this

precious ftone, this heavenly jewel, that is precious

to believers.

" To you that believe, he is precious •," i. e. He is

highly valued by you. You efteem him one of infi-

nite worth, and he has the higheft place in your affec-

tions. He is dearer to your hearts than all other per-

fons and things. The v/ord •f^i^-fi requires a ftill ftronger

tranflation :
" To you that believe, he is precioufnefs j"

precioufnefs in the abftraft ; all precioufnefs, and no-

thing but precioufnefs ; a precious ftone without one

blemifli.. Or it may be tranflated with a little varia-

tion, " To you that believe, he is honour.'* It con-

fers the higheft honour upon you to be related to him;
and you efteem it your higheft honour to fuftain that

relation. Though Jefus and his crofs are names of

reproach in the unbelieving world, you glory in them,

and they refie(?L a real glory upon you. Or, " To
" you
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** you that believe, there is honour."* Honour is

now conferred upon you in your being built as living

ftones in the temple of God upon this precious founda-

tion ; and honour is referved for you in heaven, where

the crown of righteoufnefs awaits you.

" To you which believe, he is precious •," that is

to fay, the value of this precious flone is, alas ! un-

known to the crowd. It is fo far from being precious,

that it is a ftone of ftumbling, and a rock of offence ^

a ftone difallowed of men (v. 4.) reje(fled even by the

builders (v. 7.) •, but you believers, ye happy few,

have another eftimate of it. Faith enables you to fee

the glories of the blefled Jel'us-, and, when you know
him through this medium, you cannot but love him.

The blind world negleft the Lord of Glory, becaufe

they known him not : but you believers know him,

and therefore to you he is precious. Faith prefents

him to your view in a jiift light, and dire^ls you to

form a proper eftimate of him. It is truly lamenta-

ble that fuch real excellency fhould be defpifed ; but

fo it will be with the v/orld till they believe. The
mere fpeculative recommendation of their reafon, the

prepofleflions of education in his favour, and the beft

human means, are notfufficient to render Jefus precious

to them. Nothing but faving faith can effed- this.

To you therefore which believe^ he is precious. The
illative particle therefore fliews this pafiage is an infer-

ence from what went before j and the reafoning feems

to be this :
" This ftone is precious to God, therefore

it is precious to you that believe. You have the fame
eftimate of Jefus Chrift v/hich God the Father has j

and for that very reafon he is precious to you, becaufe

he is precious to him.'* That this is the connexion,

will appear if you look back to the 4th and 6th verfes •,

where you find Jefus defcribed as " a chief corner-

ftone, laid in Zion, eledl or chofen, and precious—^

difallowed indeed of men, but chofen of God, and

precious."

* The pronoun he, is not in the original ; but the paflage reads

^hus : Toyou ivhs belie've, honour,^
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precious."* Men wickedly difapprove this ftone,

and even many of the profcfled builders of his church

rejeil him. This, fays the apoflle, muft be granted.

But this is no objedlion to his real worth. H.e is pre-

cious to God, who knows him beft, and who is a per-

fed judge of real excellency; and for that very reafon

he is precious to you that believe. Faith teaches ycu
to look upon perfcns and things in the fame light in

v/hich God views them-, it makes your fentinients

conformed to his. Chrift is the Father's beloved Son,

m v/hom he is well pleafed •, and he is )our beloved

Saviour, in v/hom you are well pieafcd.

Is it any wonder that Jefus fliould be precious to

believers, when he is fo precious in himfelf,' and in

his offices, fo precious to the angelic armies, and fo

precious to his Father .^

I. He is precious in himfelf. He is Lrimanuc),

Xaiid-m.an; and confequently, v;hatever excellencies

belong either to the divine or human nature, center

in him. If wifdom, power, and goodnefs, divine or

human, created or uncreated, can render him worthy

of the higheft affeftion, he has a juil claim to it.

—

Whatever excellencies, natural or moral, appear in

any part of the vafl: unlverfe, they are but faint fha-

dows o^ his beauty and glory. All things were created

by him a'dd for him ; and through him all things corififi.

Col. i. 16, 17. and whatever excellencies are in the

ef/e(5l mu(-l: be eminently in the z2}jXt. You do notwon-

der nor cenfure, when you fee men delighted with the

glories of the fun, and the various luminaries of the

il^y : you do not wonder nor blame when they take

pleafure in the beautiful profpeds of nature, or in that

rich variety of good things, which earth, and fea,

and every element furnifhcs for the fupport of man,
or the gratification of his fenfes : you do not u'onder

and blame, v/hen they are ftruck v/ith mortal beauty ;

wlien

* The word uTeJ in ver. 4 and 6, i* a rompounf!, rendered pre-

cious in the text. And this is an iruiir.aiion that the text is an ny.

fere.ice from the above vcrfcs.
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when you fee them admh-e and approve wifdom, bene-

volence, juftice, veracity, meeknefs, and mercy : you
never think it ftrange, much lefs cenfurable, that men
ihould love thefe things, and count them precious i

^nd can you be aftonilhed, can you ridicule or find

fault that Jefus is precious to poor behevers ? If the

copy be fo fair and lovely, who would not love the

original, that has eyes to behold it ? Believers fee fo

much of the worth of Chrift as is fufficient to capti-

vate their hearts, and convince them of their guilt in

loving him no more ; and the clearer their views are

of him, the more are they mortified at the criminal

defecfts of their love j for O ! they fee he deferves. in-

finitely more I

2. The Lord Jefus is precious in his offices. His
mediatorial office is generally fubdivided into three

parts ; namely, that of a prophet, of a pi ieft, and of

a king : and how precious is Chrift in each of thefe

!

As a prophet, how fweet are his inftrufliions to a

bewildered foul ! How precious the words of his lips,

which are the words of eternal life ! How delightful

to fit and hear him teach the way of duty and happi-

nefs, revealing the Father, and the wonders of the

invifible ftate 1 How tranfporting to hear him declare

upon v/hat terms an offended God may be reconciled !

a difcovery beyond the fearches of all the fages and
philofophers of the heathen world ! How reviving is

it to liilen to his gracious promifes and invitations !

promifes and invitations to the poor, the weary, and

heavy laden, the broken-hearted, and even to the

chief of finners ! The word of Chrift has been the

treafure, the fupport, and joy of believers in all ages.

/ have ejleemed the words of his mouthy fiys Job, more

than my necejj'ary food. Job xxiii. 12. It is this preci-

ous word the Pfalmift fo often and fo highly celebra'es.

He celebrates it as more to be deftred than gold -, yea^

than 7nmh fine gold: fweeter alfo than honey^ and tie

honey-comb . Pfalm xix. lo. O how I love thy lau-

!

fays he ; ;"/ is my meditation all the day. Pfalm cxix. 97.
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How fweet are thy words unto my tajle 1 yea^ fweeter

than honey to my mouth, ver. 103. The law of thy

mouth is better than thoufafids of gold andfJver. ver. 72.

Behold, I have longed after thy precepts, ver. 40. Thy

Jiatutes have been my fong in the houfe of my pilgrimage.

ver. 54. In my affii^ion, thy word hath quickened me.

ver. 50. Unlefs thy law had been my delight, I fhould

then have perifloedin my affii^ion. ver. 92. This is the

language of David, in honour of this divine Prophet,

near three thoufand years ago, when Chrift had not

revealed the full gofpel to the world, but only fome

rays of it fhone through the veil of the Mofaic dif-

penfation. And muft not believers now, who live

under the more complete and clear inftructions of this

great Prophet, entertain the fame fentiments of him ?

Yes, to fuch of you as believe, even in this age, he

is moft precious.

But this external objective inftrudion is not all that

Chrift as a prophet communicates ; and indeed, did

he do no more than this, it would anfwer no valuable

c\^^. The mind of man, in his prefent fallen ftate,

like a difordered eye, is incapable of perceiving di-

vine things in a proper light, however clearly they are

revealed , and therefore, till the perceiving faculty be

1 eftified, all external revelation is in vain, and is only

like opening a fair profpedl to a blind eye. Hence
this great Prophet carries his inftrud:ions farther, not

only by propofing divine things in a clear objedlive

light by his word, but inwardly enlightening the mind,

and enabling it to perceive what is revealed by his

Spirit. And how precious are thefe internal fubjec-

tive inftru<5lions ! Hov/ fweet to feel a difordered dark

mind opening to admit the fiiinings of heavenly day;

to perceive the glory of God in the face of Jefus Chrift,

the beauties of holinefs, and the majeftic wonders of

the eternal world ! Speak, ye that know by happy
experience, and tell how precious Jefus appears to you,

when hy his own blefted Spirit he fcatters the cloud

that benighted your underftandings, and lets in the

rays
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rays of liis glory upon your admiring fouls ; when he

opens your eyes to fee the wonders contained in his

law, and the glorious niyfteries of his gofpeh What
a divine glory does then fpread upon every page of the

facred volume ! Then it indeed appears the Book of

God, God-like, and worthy its Author. O precious

Jefus ! let us all this day feel thine enlightening influ-

ences, that experience may teach us how fweet they

are ! Come, great Prophet ! come, and make thine

own fpirit our teacher, and then fhall we be divinely

wife!

Again, the Lord Jefus is precious to believers as a

great High Prieft. As an high prieil, he made a

complete atonement for fin by his propitiatory facrifice

on the crofs-, and he ftill makes interceffion for the

tranfgreflbrs on his throne in heaven. It was his facri-

fice that fatisfied the demands of the law, and juftice

of God, and rendered him reconcileable to the guilcy,

upon terms confiftent with his honour and the rights

of his government. It was by virtue of this facrifice

that he procured pardon of fin, the favour of God,
freedom from hell, and eternal life for condemned ob-

iioxious rebels. And fuch of you who have ever felt

the pangs of a guilty confcience, and obtained relief

from Jefus Chrift, you can tell how precious his aton-

ing facrifice. Hov/ did it eafe your felf- tormenting

confciences, and heal your broken hearts ! How did

it change the frowns of an angry God into fmiles of

love, and your trembling apprehenfions of vengeance

into delightful hopes of mercy ! How precious did

Jefus appear, with a pardon in his hand, with atoning

blood gufhing from his opened veins, and making his

crofs, as it were, the key to open the gates of heaven

for your admiffion ! Blefied Saviour! our great High
Prieft, thus appear to us in all thy pontifical robes dyed
in thine own blood, and caufe us all to feel the efficacy

of thy propitiation I

Let us next turn our eyes upwards, and view this

greatiiigh Prieft as our interceflbr in the prefence of

God.
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God. There he appears as a lamb that was flain,

bearing the memorials of his facrifice, and putting the

Father in remembrance of the bleffings purchafed for

his people. There he urges it as his pleafure, as his

authoritative will, that thefe bleffings fhould in due
time be conferred upon thofe for whom they were
purchafed. In this authoritative manner he could in-

tercede even in the days of his humiliation upon earth,

becaufe of the Father's covenant-engagements with

him, the accomplifhment of Vv'hich he has a right to

demand, as well as humbly to petition : Father^ I will,

I will that thofe whom thou haft given me, mav be with

me, &c. John xvii. 24.. INow how precious mufi:

Chrift appear in the character of Interceflbr ! That
the friendlefs finner fhould have an all-prevailing ad-

vocate in the court of heaven to undertake his caufe !

that the great High Prieft fnould offer up the grateful

incenfe of his own merit, with the prayers of the

faints ! that he fhould add the fanftion of his authori-

tative v/ill to the humble petitions of faith ! that he

fhould urge the claims of his people, as his own claims,

founded upon an unchangeable covenant with his

Father, of which he has fully performed the condi-

tions required ! that he fhould not intercede occafion-

ally, but always appear in the holy of holies as the

conftant ever-living Intercefibr, and maintain the fame

interefl, the fame importunity at all times, even when
the petitions of his people langulfh upon their lips \

What delightful refledtions are thefe ! and how warm-
ly may they recommend the Lord Jefus to the hearts

of believers ! How juft is the apoflle's inference.

Having an High Prieft over the houfe of God, let us

draw near zmth a true heart, in full affurance of faith ;

and let us hold faft the profeffion of cur faith without

wavering. Heb. x. 21—23. He is able to five to the

uttermoft all that come unto God by him \ for this reafon,

becaufe he ever liveth to make intercejfton for them. Heb.
vii. 25. May each of us intiuft his caufe to this all-

prevailing Advocate, and we fhall certainly gain it

'

The
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The unchangeable promife has pafied his lips, thai

whatfoever we afk the Father in faith and. in his name^

he will give it lis. John xvi. 23.

Let me ndd, the kingly office of Chrifc is precious

to believers. As King he gives laws j laws perfectly

v/ife and good, and enforced with the moft important

fanclions, everlailing Rewards and punifhments. And
how delightful, hov/ advantageous, to live under fuch

a government! to have our duty difcovered with fo

much clearnefs and certainty, which frees us from fo

many painful anx^'eties, and to have fuch powerfu'i

motives to obedience, v/hich have a tendency to infufe

vigour and fpirit into our endeavours ! As King, he
appoints ordinances of worlliip. And how fweet to

converfe with him in thefe ordinances, and to be freed

from perplexity about that manner of worfhip v/hich

God will accept^ without being expofed to that ques-

tion, fo confounding to will-worihippers, JVho hath

required this at your hands? As King, he is head over
all things to his church, and manages the v/hole cre-

ation, as i3 moft fubfervient to her good. The various

ranks of creatures in heaven, earth, and hell, are fub-

jedl to his direcftion and controul •, and they muft all

co-operate for the good of his people. He reclaims,

confounds, fubdues, ordefcroys their enemies, accord-

ing to his pleafure. And how precious muft he be in

this auguft charadl'er to the feeble helplefs believer !

To have an almighty friend fitting at the helm of the

univerie, with the fupreme management of all things

in his hands \ to be afTured that even the moft injuri-

ous enemy can do the believer no real or lafting in-

jury, but (hall at length concur to work his greateft:

good ; and that, come what v/ill, it fhall go well with
him, and he fhall at laft be made triumphant over all

difficulty and oppofition. O! what tranfporting con-

fiderations are here I But this is not the whole exer-

cife of the royal power of Chrift. He not only makes
laws and ordinances, and reftrains the enemies of his

people, but he exercifes his power inv/ardly upon their

A a a hearts.
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heart.s. He is the King of fouls i he reigns in the

hearts of his fubjeds-, and how infinitely dear and pre-

cious is he in this view ! To feel him fubdue the re-

bellion v/ithin, fv/eedy bending the ftubborn heart into

willing obedience, and reducing every thought into a

cheerful captivity to himfelf, writing his law upon the

heart, making the difpofitions of his fubjeds a tran-

fcript of his will, correfponding to it, like wax to the

feal, how delightful is all this I O the pleafures of

humble fubmiffion ! How pleafant to lie as fubjedls

at the feet of this mediatorial King without arrogat-

ing the fovereignty ourfelves, for which we are utter-

Iv infufficient ! Blefled Jefus ! thus reign in our hearts
'

thus fubdue the nations to the obedience of faith

!

Gird thy fword upon thy thigh^ O moji Mighty! and

rids profperoujly^ attended with majejiy^ truths meeknefs^

and righteoiijnejs. Pfalm xlv. 3, 4. Send the rod of thy

ftrength out of Sion : rule thou in the midji of thine ene-

mies^ Pfalm ex. 2. rule us, and fubdue the rebel in

our hearts.

Thus you fee the Lord Jefus is precious to believers

in all the views of his mediatorial office. But he 13

not precious to them alone •, he is beloved as far as

known, and the more known the more beloved

;

which leads me to add,

3. He is precious to all the angels of heaven.

St. Peter tells us that the things now reported to

lis by the gofpel are things which the angels dejire to look

into. I Pet. i. 12. Jefus is the wonder of angels now
in heaven •, and he v/as fo even when he appeared In

the form of a fervant upon earth. St. Paul mentions

it as one part of the great myftery of godlinefs, that

God mamfefted in the fiefb was feen of angels. 1 Tim. iii.

16. Angels faw him and admired and loved him in

the various ftages of his life, from his birth to his re-

turn to his native heaven. Hear the manner in which

angels celebrated his entrance into our world. One
of them fpread his wings, and flew with joyful hafte

•to a company of poor fhepherds that kept their mid-

night
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night watches in the field, and abruptly tells the newsp

of which his heart was full : Behold, I bring you good

tidings of great joy, which Jloall be to all people; for to

you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour^

which is Chriji the Lord : and fudde.nly ' there was with

the angel a multitude of the heavenly hofi. Crowds of

angels left their ftations in the celeftiai court in that

memorable hour, and hovered over the place where
their incarnate God lay in a manger : Jefus, their dar-

ling, was gone dov/n to earth, and they muft follow

him ; for who v/ould not be where Jefus is ? Men,
ungrateful men, were fiient upon that occafion, but

angels tuned their fong of praife. The aftonifhed

ihepherds heard them i\ng. Glory to God in the highejl;

en earth peace; good-will to men. Luke ii. lo— 14.

When he bringeth his firft-born into the world, the

Father faith, Let all the angels of God worjhip kirn.

Heb. i. 6. This feems to intimate that all the angels

crowded round the manger, where the infant God lay,

and paid him their humble v/orfhip. We are told,

that when the Devil had finiilied his long procefs of
temptations, after forty days, and had left him, the

angels came and minijiered unto him. Matt. iv. Ji.

When this difagreeable companion had left him, his

old attendants were fond of renewing their fervice to

liim. In every hour of difficulty they v/ere ready to

fly to his aid. He was {t^rx of angels, in his hard

conflid, in the garden of Gethfemane •, and one of

them appeared unto him from heaven, Jlrengthening him.

Luke xxii. 43. \¥ith what wonder, fympathy, and

readinefs did this angelic alTiftant raife his proftrate

Lord from the cold ground, wipe off his bloody fweat,

and fupport his finking fpirit with divine encourage-

ments ! But, O ! ye blefled angeis, ye ufual fpedla-

tors, and adorers of the divine glories of our Re-
deemer, with what aftonifhment and horror were you
i^ruck, when you faw him expire on the crofs I

^' ArounrI
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" Around the bloody tree

" Ye pref&'d with ilrong defire,

'• That wondrous Tight to fee,

" The Lord of life expire

!

*' And, could your eyes

" Have known a tear,

" Had dropt it there

" In fad furprize."*

Ye alfo hovered round his tomb, while he Isy ir*

the prifcn of the grave. The v/eeping women and

his other friends found you Rationed there in their

early impatient vifits to the fepulchre. O Vv^hat won-

ders then appeared to your aitoniilied minds ! Could

you, that piy fo deep into the fecrets of heaven, you

that know fo Vv^ell v^'hat divine love can do, could you
have thought that even divine love could have gone fo

far ? could have laid the Lord of Glory a pale, man-
gled, {tvik\Q{s corps in the manfions of the dead ?

Was not this a flrange fur prize even to you ? And,,

when the appointed day began to draw, with what
eager and joyful hafle did ye roll away the ftone, and

fet open the prifon doors, that the rifing conc^uero^

might march forth

!

'f And when array'd in light,

" The fhining Conqueror rode,

" Ye hail'd his rapt'ious flight

" Up to the throne of God j

" And wav'd around
** Your golden wings,

" And ftruck your firings

" Of fwecteft found."!

When he afcended on high, he was attended with

she chariots of God, which are twenty thoufand, even

ihoufands of angels. Pfalm Ixviii. 17, 18. And now,

when he is returned to dwell among them, Jefus is

ftill the darling of angels. His name founds from all

their harps, and |iis love is the fubjeft of their ever-

lafting

* Doddridge.

\ An excellent liymn of Dr. Doddridge's on 1 Tim. iii. 16.-^

Stcn of Ancelso
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Jailing fong. St. John once heard them,, and I hope

we fhall ere long hear them, faying with a loud voice.

Worthy is the Lamb that wasjlain^ to receive power^ and

riches^ and wifdom^ and ftrength^ and honour^ and glory

^

and blcjjing. Rev. v. 11, 12.—-This is the fong of an-

gels, as well as of the redeemed from among men

:

** Jefus, the Lord, their harps employs i

" Jefus, my love, they fing

:

" jefus, the name of both our joys,

" Sounds fvveet from ev'ry ilring."*

O my brethren, could we fee what is doing in hea-

ven at this inftant, how would it furprize, aftonifli,

and confound us ! Do you think the name of Jefus

is of as little importance there as in our world ? Do
you think there is one lukewarm or difaiFefled heart

there among ten thoufand times ten thoufand, and

thoufands of thoufands ? O no ! there his love is the

ruling paflion of every heart, and the favourite theme

pf every fong. And is he fo precious to angels ? to

angels, who are iefs interefted in him, and lefs indebt-

ed to him? And muft he not be precious to poor

believers bought with his blood, and entitled to life by
his death? Yes, you that believe have an angelic

fpirit in this refpe6t ; you love Jefus, though unfeen,

as well as they who fee him as he is, though, alas ! in

a far lefs degree. But to bring his worth to the higheft

ftandard of all, I add,

4. He is infinitely precious to his Father, who tho-

roughly knows him, and is an infallible Judge of real

worth. He proclaimed more than once from the ex-

cellent glory, "This is ray beloved Son, in whom I am
^leafed-, hear ye him. Behold, fays he, r/iy fervant^

whom I uphold -, mine ele5i, in whom my foul delighteth.

Ifa. xlii. 1 . He is called by the names of the tendereft

endearment; his Son, his own Son, his dear Son, the

Son of his love. He is a ftone, difallowed indeed of

mens if their approbation were the true ftandard o^

me'i;-;

* Watts's Kor. Lyric.
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merit, he niufl: be looked upon as a very worthlefs,

infignificant being, unworthy of their thoughts and

afFedions. But let men form what eftimate of him
they pleafe, he is chcfen of God^ and precious. And
•fhall not the love of the oranifcient God have weight

with believers to love him too? Yes, the apoftle ex-

prefsly draws the confequencej he is precious to God,
5:herefore to you that believe, he is precious. It is

the charadleriftic of ^ven the meanefl believer, that

he is God-like. "He is a partaker of the divine na-

ture, and therefore views things, in fome meafure, as

God does ; and is affefted towards them as God is,

though there be an infinite difference as to tlie degree.

He prevailingly loves what God loves, and that be-

caufe God loves it.

And now, my hearers, what think you of Chrift?

Will you not think of him as believers do ? If fo,

he will be precious to your hearts above all things for

the future. Or if you difregard this ftandard of ex-

cellence, as being but the eftimate of fallible crea-

tures, will you not think of him as angels do; angels,

thoffe bright intelligences, to whom he reveals his un-

veiled glories, who are more capable of perceiving

and judging of him, and who therefore muft know
him better than you •, angels, who have had a long

acquaintance with him at home, if I may fo fpeak,

for near fix thoufand years, as God, /'. e. ever fince

their creation, and for near two thoufand years as

God-man ^ Since angels then, who know him fo

thoroughly, love him fo highly, certainly you may
fafely venture to love him; you might fafely venture

to love him implicidy, upon their word. He died for

you, which is more than ever he did for them, and

will you not love him after all this love .^ It is not

t\\Q. mode to think much of him in our world, but it

is the mode in heaven. Yes, blefTed be God, if he be

defpifed and rejedted of men, he is not defpifed and

rejeded of angels. Angels, that know him bert, love

him above all, and, as far as their capacity will allow,

do
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do juftice to his merit : and this is a very comfortabJe

thought to a heart broken with a fenfe of the negled':

and contempt he meets with among men. Blefied

Jefus ! may not one congregation be got together,

even upon our guilty earth, that fhall in this refpe^l

be like the angels, all lovers of thee ? O ! why fhouJd

this be impoffible, while they are all fo much in need

of thee, all fo much obliged to thee, and thou art fo

lovely in thyfelf? Why, my brethren, fhould not

this congregation be made up of fuch, and fuch only

as are lovers of Jefus ? Why fhould he not be pre-

cious to every one of you, rich and poor, old and
young, white and black ? What reafon can any one.

of you give why you in particular fliould negleft him ?

I am fure you can give none. And will you, v/ithout

any reafon, diflent from all the angels in heaven, in

point of which they muft be the, moft competent

judges .'' Will you differ from them, and agree in

your fentiments of Chrift with the ghoils of hell, his

implacable, but conquered and miferable enemies ^.

If all this has no weight with you, let me afk you
farther, Will you not agree to that eft i mate of Jefus

which his Father has of him .'' Will you run counter

to the fupreme reafon ^ Will you fet up yourfelves

as wifer than omnifcience ? How mufl: Jehovah re-

fent it to fee a worm at his foot-ftool daring to defpife

him, whom he loves fo highly ? O let him be pre-

cious to you, becaufe he is fo to God, who knov/s

him beft.

But I am fhocked at my own attempt.—O precious

Jefus ! are matters come to that pals in our world,

that creatures bought with thy blood, creatures that

owe all their hopes to thee, ihould ftand in need of
perfuafions to love thee ? What horrors attend the

thought ! However, blefled be God, thei-e are fome,

even among men, to whom he is precious. This
world is not entirely peopled with the defpifers of
Chrift. To as many of you as believe, he is precious,

though to none z\k.

Would
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Would you know the reafon of this ? I will tell

you ; none but believers have eyes to fee his glory,

none but they are fenfible of their need of him, and
none but they have learned from experience how pre-

cious he is.

I . None but believers have eyes to fee the glory

of Chrift. As the knowledge of Chrifl; is entirely

from revelation, an avowed unbeliever, who rejects

that revelation, can have no right knowledge of him,

and therefore mufl: be entirely indifferent towards him,
as one unknown, or muft defpife and abhor him as

an enthufiaft or impoftor. But one, who is not an

unbeliever in profeffion or fpeculation, may yet be

deftitute of that faith which conftifutes a true believer,

and which renders Jefus precious to the foul. Even
devils are very orthodox in fpeculation : Devils be-

lieve, and tremble; and they could cry out. What
have we to do with thee, J^Jtis of Nazareth ? We know
thee, who thou art -, even the Holy One of God. Mark i.

24. And there are crowds among us v/ho believe,

after a fafliion, that Chrift is the true Meffiah, who
yet fhew by their pradlices that they neglecft himi in

their hearts, and are not believes in the full import of
the charader. True faith includes not only a fpecu-

lative knowledge and belief, but a clear, affefting, re-

alizing view, and an hearty approbation of the things

knovv^n and believed concerning Jefus Chrift \ and fuch

a view, fuch an approbation, cannot be produced by

any human means, but only by the enlightening in-

fluence of the holy Spirit fhining into the heart.

—

Without fuch a faith as this, the mind is all dark and

blind as to the glory of Jefus Chrift -, it can fee no

beauty in him, that he ftiould be defired. Honoura-
ble and fublime fpeculations concerning him may hover

in the underftanding, and the tongue may pronounce

many pompous panegyrics in his praife, but the un-

derftanding has no realizing, affeding views of his

excellency ; nor does the heart delight in him and love

him as infiniLcly precious and lovely. The God of

this
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this world, the prince of darknefs, has blinded the

minds of theni that believe not, left the light of the

glorious gofpcl of Chrift' fhould fliine into them. But
as to the enlightened believer, God, who firft com-
manded light to fhine out of darknefs, lias fhined into

his heart, to give him the light of the knowledge of

the glory of God in the face of Jefus Chrift. This
divine illumination pierces the cloud that obfcured his

underftanding, and enables him to view the Lord
Jefus in a ftrong and ftriking light •, a light entirely-

different from that of the crowd around him -, a light,

in which it is impoflible to view this glorious objecfl:

without lovincr him. A believer and an unbeliever

may be equally orthodox in fpeculation, and have the

iame notions in theory concerning Jefus Chrift, and
yet it is certainly true, that their viev/s of him are

vaftly different. Believers! do you think that, if the

Chrift-defpifing multitude around you had the fame

views of his worth and precioufnefs which you have,

they could negleft him as they do? It is impoffible.

You could once negleft him, as others do now ; you
v/ere no more charmed with his beauty than they.

But O ! when you were brought out of darknefs into

God's marvellous light, when the glories of the neg-

]e(5lid Saviour broke in upon your aftonifhed minds,

then was it poffible for you to withhold your love from
him ? Were not your hearts captivated with delight-

ful violence ? You could no more refift. Did not

your hearts then as naturally and freely love him,

whom they had once difgufted, as ever they loved a

dear child or a friend, or the fv/eeteft created enjoy-

ment ? The im.proving your reafon into faith is (qU

ting the difordered eye of the mind riglit, that it may-

be able to fee this objedt •, and when once you viewed

it v/ith this eye of reafon reftored and improved, how
did the precious ftone fparkle before you, and charm
you with its brilliancy and excellence ? Chrift is one

of thofe things unfeen and hoped for, of which St.

Paul fays, Faith is the fubjiance end evidence. Heb. xi. i.

B b b Faith
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Faith gives Chrift a prefent fubfifEence in the

mind, net as a majeftic phantom, but as the mod
glorious and important reality, and this faith is a clear

affeding demonftration, or convidion, of his exist-

ence, and of his being in reality what his word repre-

fents him. It is by fuch a fiith, that is, under its ha-

bitual influence, that the believer lives-, and hence,

while he lives, Jefus is ftill precious to him.

2. None but believers are properly fenfible of their

need of Chrift. They are deeply fenfible of their ig-

norance and the diforder of their underftanding, and

therefore they are fenfible of their want of both the

external and internal inftrudlions of this divine Pro-

phet. But as to others, they are puffed up .with In-

tel le6tual pride, and apprehend themfelves in very lit-

tle need of religious inftrudlions j and therefore they

think but very (lightly of him. Believers feel them-

felves guilty, deftitute of all righteoufnefs, and inca-

pable of. making atonement for their fins, or recom-

mending themfelves to God, and therefore the fatis-

fa(5i:ion and righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift are moft pre-

cious to them, and they rejoice in him as their all-

prevailing Interceffor. But as to the unbelieving

crowd, they have no fuch mortifying thoughts of them-

felves ; they have fo many excufes to make for their

fins, that they bring down their guilt to a very trifling

thing, hardly v/orthy of divine refentment ; and they

magnify their good works to fuch an height, that they

imagine they will nearly balance their bad, and pro-

cure them fome favour at leaft from God, and there-

fore they muft look upon this High Prieft as needlefs.

They alfo love to be free from the reftraints of reli-

gion, and to have the command of themfelves. They
v/ould ufurp the power of fclf-government, and make
their own pleafure their rule; and therefore the Lord
Jefus Chrift, as a King, is {o far from being precious,

that he is very unacceptable to fuch obftinate, head-

ftrong rebels. They choofe to have no lawgiver, but

their own wills •, and therefore they trample upon his

laws.
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Jaws, and, as it were, form infurrecftions agamd his

government. But the poor believer, fenfib'.e of his

incapacity for felf-government, loves to be under di-

rection, and delights to feel the dependent, fubmiflive,

pliant fpirit of a fubjed. He counts it a mercy not

to have the management of himfelf, and feels his need

of this mediatorial King to rule him. He hates the

rebel within, hates every infurrediion of fm, and longs

to have it entirely fubdued, and every thought, every

motion of his foul, brought into captivity to the obe-

dience of Chrift ; and therefore he feels the need of

his royal power to make an entire conqueft of his

hoftile fpirit. His commands are not uneafy impofi-

tions, but moft acceptable and friendly diredions to

him ; and the prohibitions of his law are not painful

reftraints, but a kind of privileges In his efteem. The
language of his heart is, " Precious Jefus ! be thou

my King. I love to live in humble fubjectlon to thee.

I would voluntarily fubmit myfelf to thy controul and

diredion. Thy will, not mine, be done I O fubdue

every rebellious principle within, and make me all re-

fignation and cheerful obedience to thee !" To fuch

a foul it is no wonder Jefus (hould be exceeding pre-

cious : but O how different is this fpirit from that

which generally prevails in the world ! Let me add
but one reafon more why Jefus is precious to believers,

and them only, namely,

3. None but believers have known by experience

how precious he is. They, and only they, can re-

fled upon the glorious views of him, which them-
felves have had, to captivate their hearts forever to

him. They, and only they, have knovv^n what it is

to feel a bleeding heart healed by his gentle hand
i

and a clamorous anguifhing confcience pacified by his

atoning blood. They, and onlythey, know by ex-

perience how fweet it is to feel his love Hied abroad
in their hearts, to feel an heart, ravifned with hi:;

glory, pant, and long, and breathe after him, and ex-

erting the various ads of faith, defire, joy, and hop^

tgv/ards
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towards him. They, and only ihey, knov/ by expe-

rience how pleafant it is to converfe with him in his

ordinances, and to fpend an hour of devotion in fome
retirement, as it were, in his company. They, and
only they, have experienced the exertions of his royal

power, conquering their mightieft fms, and fvveetly

iubduing them to himfelf. Thefe are, in fome mea-
fure, matters of experience with every true believer,

and therefore it is no wonder Jefus fnould be precious

to them. But as to the unbelieving multitude, poor

creatures! they are entire ftrangers to thefe things.

They miay have fome fuperficial notions of them float-

ing in their heads, but they have never felt them in

their hearts, and therefore the infinitely precious I,ord

Jefus is a worthlefs, infignificant Being to them : and
thus, alas ! it will be v/ith the unhappy creatures,

until experience becomes their teacher ; until they tafle

for themfelves tkat the Lord is grncious. 1 Peter ii. 3.

There is an interefting queftion, v/hich, I doubt

not, has rifen in the minds of fuch of you as have
heard what has been faid with a particular application

to yourfelves, and keeps you in a painful fufpence :

with an anfwer to which 1 iliall conclude: " Am I

indeed a true believer } may fome of you fay -, and is

Chrift precious to me ? My fatisfadion in this fweet

fubiedl is vaftly abated, till this queftion is folved.

Sometimes, 1 humbly think, the evidence is in my
favour, and I begin to hope that he is indeed precious

to my foul •, but alas ! my love for him foon languiihes,

rind then my doubts and fears return, and I knov/ not

vvhat to do, nor v/hat to think of myfelf." Do not

fome of you, my brethren, long to have this perplex-

ing cafe cleared up } O what v/ould you not give, if

you might return home this evening fully fattsfied in

this point ? Well, I would willingly help you, for

experience has taught me to fympatliize with vcu un-

der this difficulty. O my lieart ! how often haft thou

been ftifpicious of thyf'lf in this rcfpeft ? The rea-

dieft v/ay I can now take to clear up the matter is to

snfwer
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anfwer another queftion, naturally remlting from my
fubjed •, and that is, " How does that high erteem

which a believer has for Jefus Chrift difcover itfelf ?

Or how does he fhew that Chrift is indeed precious to

him?'' I anfwer, he fhews it in various ways, parti-

cularly by his affectionate thoughts of him, which

often rife in his mind, and always find welcome there.

He difcovers that Jefus is precious to him by hating

and refifting whatever is difpleafing to him, and by

parting with every thing that ccmes in competition

v.'ith him. He will let all go rather than part with

Chrift. Honour, reputation, eafe, riches, pleafure,

and even hfe itfelf, are nothing to him in comparifon

of Chrift, and he will run the rifque of all ; nay, will

rt(5luaUy lofe all, if he may but win Chrift. He difco-

vers this high cfteem for him by the pleafure he takes

in feeling his heart fuitably affedted towards him, and

by his uneafinefs v/hen it is otherwife. O ! when he

can love Jefus, when his thoughts affe6lionately ckifp

around him, and when he has an heart to ferve him,

then he isliappy, his foul is well, and he is lively and

cheerful. But alas ! when it is otherwife with him,

v/hen his love languifties, when his heart hardens,

when it becomes out of order for his fervice, then he
grows uneafy and difcontented, and cannot be at reft.

When Jefus favours him v/ith his gracious prefence,

and revives him with his influence, how does he re-

joice ! But when his beloved v/ithdrav/s himfelf and

is gone, how does he lament his abfence, and long

for his return! He weeps and cries like a bereaved,

deferted orphan, and moans like a loving turtle in the

abfence of its mate. Becaufe Chrift is fo precious to

him, he cannot bear the thought of parting with him,

and the leaft jealoufy of his love pierces his very heart.

Becaufe he loves him he longs for the full enjoyment

of him, and is raviftied v/ith the profpeft of it. Be-
caufe Chrift is precious to him, his interefts are fo too,

and he longs to fee his kingdom fiourifti, and all men
flourifli, and all men fired v/ith his love. Becaufe he

loves
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loves him, he loves his ordinances ; loves to hear, be-

caufe it is the word of Jefus j loves to pray, becaufe

it is maintaining intercourfe with Jefus-, loves to fit

at his table, becaufe it is a memorial of Jefus ; and
loves his people, becaufe they love Jefus. Whatever
has a relation to his precious Saviour is for that reafon

precious to him -, and when he feels any thing of a

contrary difpofition, alas! it grieves him, and makes
him abhor himfelf. Thefe things are fufficient to fhew
tliat the Lord Jefus has his heart, and is indeed pre-

cious to him ', and is not this the very picfture of fome
irembling doubting fouls among you ? If it be, take

courage. After fo many vain fearches, you have at

length difcovered the welcome fecret, that Chrift is

indeed precious to you : and if fo, you may be fure

that you are precious to him. Tou Jloall be mine^ faith

the Lord^ in the day that I make up myjewels. Mai. iii.

17. If you are now fatlsfied, after thorough trial of

the cafe, retain your hope, and let not every difcou-

raging appearance renew your jealoufies again : labour

to be fteady and firm Chriftians, and do not ftagger

through unbelief.

But alas ! I fear that many of you know nothing

experimentally of the exercifes of a believing heart,

which I have been defcribing, and confequently that

Chrft is not precious to you. If this is the cafe, you
may be fure indeed you are hateful to him. He is

angry with the wicked every day. " Thofe that ho-

nour him he will honour ^ but they that defpifc him
fhall be lightly efteemed." i Sam. ii. 30. And what

will you do if Chrift lliould become your enemy and

fight againft you ^ If this precious ftone fhould be-

come a fhone of ftumbling and a rock of offence to

you, over which you will fall into ruin, O how dread-

ful mufi; the fall be ! What muft you exped but to

lie down in unutterable and everlafting forrow I

SERMON



SERMON XV.

The Danger of Lukewarmiiefs in Religion.

Revelation iii. 15, 16. Jknow thy works, that thoti

art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or

hot. So then, becaufe thmi art lukewarm, and neither

cold 7ior hot, I will fpue thee out of my mouth.

THE foul of man is endowed with fuch a(5live

powers, that it cannot be idle; and, if we look:

round the world, we fee it all alive and bufy in fome

purfuit or other. What vigorous adion, what labour

and toil, what hurry, noife, and commotion about the

neceflaries of life, about riches and honours ! Here
men are in earneft: here there is no diffiniulation, no

indifferency about the event. They fmcerely defire,

and eagerly ftrive for thefe tranfient delights, or vain

embellifhments of a moral life.

And may we infer farther, that creatures, thus

formed for aflion, and thus laborious and unwearied

in thefe inferior purfuits, are proportionably vigorous

and in earneft in matters of infinitely greater impor-

tance? May we conclude, that they proportion their

labour and adivity to the nature of things, and that

they are moft in earneft where they are moft concern-

ed ? A ftranger to our world, that could conclude

nothing concerning the condu6l of mankind but from

the generous prefumptions of his own charitable heart,

might perfuade himfelf that this is the cafe. But one

that has been but a little while converfant with them,

and taken the leaft notice of their temper and prac-

tice with regard to that moft interefting thing. Reli-

gion, muft know it is quite otherwife. For look round

you, and what do you fee .'' Flere and there indeed

vou
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you may fee a few unfafhionable creatures, who ad: as

if they looked upon religion to be the moft interefting

concern-, and who feem determined, let others do as

they will, to make fure of falvation, whatever becomes
of them in other refpeds : but as to the generality,

they are very indifferent about it. They will not in-

deed renounce all religion entirely -, they will make
fome little profeflion of the religion that happens to

be moll: modifli and reputable in their country, and
they will conform to fome of its inftitutions •, but ic

is a matter of indifterency with them, and they are

but little concerned about it i or, in the language of
my text, they are lukewarm.) and neither cold nor hoi.

,
This threatening, / will fpue thee out of my mouthy

has been long ago executed with a dreadful feverity

upon the Laodicean church ; and it is now fucceeded

by a mongrel race of Pagans and Mahometans •, and
the name of Chrill is not heard among them. But,

though this church has been demolifhed for fo many
hundreds of years, that lukewarmnefs of fpirit in re-

ligion which brought this judgment upon them, ftill

lives, and poflefles the chriftians of our age: it may
therefore be expedient for us to connder Chrift's

friendly warning to them, that we may efcape their

doom.
The epidles to the feven churches in Afia are intro-

duced with this folemn and ftriking preface, " I know
thy works :" that is to fay, your character is drawn
by one that thoroughly knows you ; one who infpedls

all your condud:, and takes notice of you when you
take no notice of yourfelves-, one that cannot be im-
pofed upon by an empty profellion and artifice, but

fearches the heart and the reins. O that this truth

were deeply imprefled upon our hearts-, for furely we
could not trifle and offend while fenfiblc that v/e are

under the eye of our Judge !

/ know thy works, fays he to the Laodicean church,

that thou art neither cold nor hot. This church was in

a very bad condition, and Chriil reproves her v;ith the

greatef^
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greateft feverity •,* and yet we do not find her charged

with the praflice or toleration of any grofs. immora-
lities, as fome of the other churches were. S\\q is

not cenfured for indulging fornication among her

members, or communicating with idolaters in eating

things facrificed to idols, like fome of the reft. She
was free from the infection of the Nicolaitans, which
had fpread among them. What then is her charge ?

It is a fubde, latent wickednefs, that has no ihockinfj

appearance, that makes no grofs blemifli in the out-

ward chara(5ler of a profeflbr in the view of others^

and may efcape his own notice y it is, Thou art luke-

warm, and neither cold nor hot : as if our Lord had
faid, Thou doft not entirely renounce and openly dif-

regard the chriftian religion, and thou doft not make
it a ferious bufinefs, and mind it as thy grand concern.

Thou haft a form of godlinefs, but denieft the power.

All thy religion is a dull, languid thing, a mere indif-

ferency ; thine heart is not in it ; it is not animated

with the fervour of thy fpirit. Thou haft neither the

coldnefs of the profligate finner, nor the facred fire

and life of the true chriftian ; but thou keepeft in a

fort of medium between them. In fome things thou
refembleft the one, in other things the other •, as luke-

warmnefs partakes of the nature both of heat and
coJd.

Now fuch a lukewarmnefs is an eternal folecifm in

religion: it is the mioft abfurd and inconfiftent thing

imaginable; more fo than avowed impiety, or a pro-

feffed rejecftion of all religion : therefore, fays Chrift,

/ would thou wert cold or hot,—/. e. " You might be

any thing more confiftently than what you are. If

you looked upon religion as a cheat, and openly re»

jecfled the profeftion of it, it would not be ftrange that

you ftiould be carelefs about it, and difregard it in

C c c pradice.

* She was as loathfome to him as lukewarm water to the ftomach,

and he charafterifes her as " wretched, and miferable, and poor,

" and blind, and naked." What condition can be more deplorable

and dangerous ?
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praftice. But to own it true, and make a profeffion

of it, and yet be lukewarm and indifferent about it,

this is the moft abfurd conduftthat can be conceived -^

for, if it be true, it is certainly the moft important

and interefting truth in all the world, and requires the

latmoft exertion of all your powers."

When Chrid exprefles his abhorrence of lukewarm-

liefs in the form of a wifh, / would thou wert cold or

hot^ we are not to fuppofe his meaning to be, that cold-

nefs or fervour in religion are equally acceptable, or

that coldnefs is at all acceptable to him •, for reafon and

revelation concur to allure us, that the open rejedion

and avowed contem.pt of religion is an aggravated wick-

edliefs, as well as an hypocritical profeffion. But our

Lord's defign is to exprefs in the ftrongeft manner
pOiTible, how odious and abominable their lukewarm-
nefs was to him \ as if he fhould fay, " Your ftate is

fb bad, that you cannot change for the worfe ; I would
rather you were any thing than what you are." You
are ready to obferve, that the lukewarm profeflbr is

in reality wicked and corrupt at heart, a flave to fin,

and an enemy to God, as well as the avowed finner %

and therefore they are both hateful in the fight of God,
and both m a ftate of condemnation. But there are

ibme aggravations peculiar to the lukewarm profefTor

that render him peculiarly odious •, as, i. He adds the

fin of an hypocritical profefiion to his other fins. The
wickednefs of real irreligion, and the wickednefs of

falfely pretending to be religious, meet and center in

hitn at once. 2. To all this he adds the guilt of pre-

fum.ption, pride, and felf-flattery, imagining he is in

a fafe ftate and in favour with God j whereas he that

makes no pretenfions to religion, has no fuch umbrage
for this conceit and delufion. Thus the miferable Lao-
diceans " thought themfelves rich, and increafed in

goods, and in need of nothing." 3. Hence it fol-

lows, that the lukewarm profeflbr is in the moft dan-

gerous condition, as he is not liable to conviftion, nor

fo likely to be brought to repentance. Thus publicans

and
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and harlots received the gofpcl more readily than the

felf-righteous Pharifees. 4. The honour of God and

religion is more injured by the negligent, unconfcien-

tious behaviour of thefe Laodiceans, than by the vices

of thofe who make no pretenfions to religion -, Vv'ith

v^hom therefore its honour has no connection. On
thefe accounts you fee lukewarmnefs is more aggra,-

vatedly finful and dangerous than entire coldnefs about

religion.

So then, fays Chrift, Becaufe thou art lukewarm, and

fieither cold nor hot, I will fpue thee out of my mouth

:

this is their doom -, as if he fhould fay, " As luke-

warm water is more difagreeable to the ftomach than

either cold or hot, fo you, of all others, are the moft

abominable to me. I am quite fick of fuch profefTors,

and I will cafl them out of my church, and rejed them
for ever.'*

My prefent defign is to expofe the peculiar abfur-

dity and wickednefs of lukewarmnefs or indifferency

in religion ; a difeafe that has fpread its deadly conta-

gion far and wide among us, and calls for a fpeedy

cure. And let me previoufly obferve to you, that, if

I do not offer you fufHcient arguments to convince

your own reafon of the abfurdity and v/ickednefs of

fuch a temper, then you may ftill indulge it; but that

if my arguments are fufficient, then fhake off your

Hoth, and be fervent in fpirit ; and if you neglecH; your

duty, be it at your peril.

In illuftrating this point I (hall proceed upon this

plain principle, That Religion is, of all things, the moji

important in itfelf, and the moft interefiing to lis. This
we cannot deny, without openly pronouncing it an

impojfture. If there be a God, as religion teaches us,

he is the moft glorious, the moft venerable, and the

moft lovely Being ; and nothing can be fo important

to us as his favour, and nothing fo terrible as his dif-

pleafure. If he be our Maker, our Benefador, our

Lawgiver and Judge, it muft be our greateft concern

tQ ferve him with all our might. If Jefus Chrift be

fuch
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fuch a Saviour as our religion reprefents, and we pro-

fefs to believe, he demands our v/armeft love and moft
lively fervices. If eternity, if heaven and hell, and
the final judgment, are realities, ihey are certainly the

moft auguft, the moft awful, important, and intereft-

ing realities \ and, in comparifon of them, the moft-

weighty concerns of the prefent life are but trifles,

dreams, and ftiadov/s. If prayer and other religious

cxercifes are our duty, certainly they require all the

vigour of our fouls ; and nothing can be more abfurd

or incongruous than to perform them in a languid,

fpiritlefs manner, as if we knew not what we were
about. If there be any h'fe within us, thefe are pro-

per ohjedls to call it forth : if our fouls are endowed
with adive powers, here are objects that demand their

iitmoft exertion. Here we can never be fo much in

earneft as the cafe requires. Trifle about any thing,

but O do not trifle here ! Be carelefs and indifferent

about crowns and kingdoms, about health, life, and
all the world, but O be not carelefs and indifferent

about fuch immenfc concerns as thefe !

But to be more particular : let us take a view of a

lukewarm temper in various attitudes, or with refpeft

to feveral obje^ls, particularly towards God—towards

Jefus Chrift—a future ftate of happinefs or mifery

—

^nd in the duties of rehgion ^ and in each of thefe views

we cannot but be fhocked at fo monftrous a temper,

efpecially if we confider our difHculties and dangers in

a religious life, and the eagernefs and adlivity of man-
kind in inferior purfuits.

I. Confider who and what God is. He is the ori-

ginal uncreated beauty, the fum total of all natural

and moral perfedions, the origin of all the excellen-

cies that are fcattered through this glorious univerfe

,

he is the fupreme good, and the only proper portion

for our immortal fpirits. He alfo fuftains the moft

majeftic and endearing relations to us ; our Father,

bur Preferver and Benefador, our Lav/giver, and our

Judge. And is fuch a Being to be put off v/ith heart-

' *
'

lefs.
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lefs, lukewarm fervices ? What can be more abfurd

or impious than to difhonour fupreme excellency and

beauty with a languid love and efteem -, to trifle in the

prefence of the moft venerable Majefty ; treat the beft

of Beings v/ith indifferency j to be carelefs about our

duty to fuch a Father; to return fuch a Benefador

only infipid complimental expreffions of gratitude ; to

be dull and fpiritlefs in obedience to fuch a Lawgiver;

and to be indifferent about the favour or difpleafure of

fuch a Judge ! I appeal to Heaven and earth, if this

be not the moft lliocking condudt imaginable. Does
not your reafon pronounce it horrid and moft daringly

wicked ? And yet thus is the great and blefted God
treated bv the generality of miankind. It is moft af-

toniftiing that he ftiould bear with fuch treatment fo

long, and that mankind themfelves are not fhocked at

it : but fuch the cafe really is. And are there not fome

lukewarm Laodiceans in this aflembly ? Jefus knows
your works, that you are neither cold nor hot ; and it

is fit you iliould alfo know them. May you not be

convinced, upon a little inquiry, that your hearts are

habitually indifferent towards God } You may indeed

entertain a fpeculative efteem or a good opinion of him,

but are your fouls alive towards him ? Do they burn

with his love ? And are you fervent in fpirit when
you are ferving him ? Some of you, I hope, amid
all your infirmities, can give comfortable anfwers to

theie inquiries. But alas 1 how few ! But yet as to

fuch of you as are lukevs^arm, and neither cold nor hot,

you are the moft abominable creatures upon earth to

an holy God.—-5^ zealous^ be warm, therefore^ and r,e-

^ent. (ver. 19.)

2. Is lukewarmnefs a proper temper towards Jefus

Ghrift ? Is this a fuitable return for that love which
biDught him dov/n from his native paradife into our

wretched world .'' That love which kept his mind for

thirty-three painful and tedious years intent upon this

one objed, the falvation of finners ? That love which
pndered him cheerfully patient of the fname, the

curfe.
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curfe, the tortures of crucifixion, and all the agonies

of the moft painful death ? Tliat love which makes
him the finner's friend ftill in the courts of Heaven,
where he appears as our prevailing Advocate and In-

tercefibr ? Blefl'ed Jefus ! is lukev/armnefs a proper

-return to thee for all this kindncfs ? No ; methinks

devils cannot treat thee worfe. My fellow-mortals,

my feilow-finncrs, who are the obje6ts of all this love,

can you put him ofF with languid devotions and faint

fervices ? Then every grateful and. generous paffion

is extindl in your fouls, and you are qualified to ven-

ture upon every form of ingratitude and bafenefs. O
was Chrift indifferent about your falvation ? Was his

love lukewarm towards you? No; your falvation

was the obje6l of his mofl: intenfe application night

and day through the whole courfe of his life, and it lay

neareft his heart in the agonies of death. For this he

liad a haptijm to be baptized with^ a baptifm, an im-

merfion in tears and blood; and how am I Jlraitened^

fays he, //// // be accompU/hed! For this, with defire

he defired to eat his lajl pajjover, becaufe it introduced

the laft fcene of his fufrerings. His love! what fhall

I fay of it ? What language can defcribe its ftrength

and ardor ? His love was Jlrong as death ; the coals

thereof were coals of fire^ which had a mofi vehement

flame: many waters could not quench it^ nor the floods

drown it. Cant. viii. 6, 7. Never did a tender mother

love her fucking child with a love equal to his. Never
was a father more earned to refcue an only fon from

the hands of a m.urderer, or to pluck him out of the

fire, than Jefus was to fave perifhing finners. Now to

neglect him after all •, to forget him \ or to think of

him with indifferency, as though he were a being of

but little importance, and we but httle obliged to him,

what is all this but the mofl: unnatural, barbarous in-

gratitude, and the mod ihocking wickednefs? Do
you not expedl everlafting happinefs from him pur-

chafed at the expence of his blood ? And can you

hope for fuch an immenfe bleffing from him without

feeling
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feeling yourfelves moft fenfibly obliged to him? Can
you hope he will do fo much for you, and can you be

content to do nothing for him, or to go through his fer-

vice with lukewarmnefs and langour, as if you cared

not how you hurried through it, or how little you had

lO do with it ? Can any thing be more abfurd or im-

pious than this ? Methinks you may defy hell to (hew

a worfe temper. May not Chrift juftly wifh you were

either cold or hot; wifh you were any thing, rather

than thus lukewarm towards him under a profeffion

of friendfhip ? Alas ! my brethren, if this be your

habitual temper, inftead of being faved by him you
may exped he will rejed you with the moft naufeating

difguft and abhorrence. But,

3. Is lukewarmnefs and indifFerency a fuitable tem-

per with refped to a future ftate of happinefs or mi-

fery ? Is it a fuitable temper with refped to an hap-

pinefs far exceeding the utmoft bounds of our prefent

thoughts and wiflies ; an happinefs equal to the largefb

capacities of our fouls in their moft improved and
perfected ftate ; an happinefs beyond the grave, when
all the enjoyments of this tranfitory life have taken an

eternal flight from us, and leave us hungry and famifh-

ing for ever, if thefe be our only portion ; an happi-

nefs that will laft as long as our immortal fpirits, and
never fade or fty from us ? Or are lukewarmnefs and
indifFerency a fuitable temper with refpecl to a mifery

beyond expreilion, beyond conception dreadful -, a

mifery inflided by a God of almighty power and in-

exorable juftice upon a number of obftinate, incorrigi-

ble rebels for numberlefs, wilful, and daring provo-

cations, infiided on purpofe to fhew his wrath and

make his power known ; a mifery proceeding from
the united fury of divine indignation, of turbulent

paflions, of a guilty confcience, of malicious, torment-

ing devils ; a mifery (who can bear up under the hor-

ror of the thought !) that fhall laft as long as the eter-

nal God fhall live to inflict it -, as long as fin fhall con-

tinue evil to deferve itj as long as an immortal fpirit

ftiall
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fhall endure to bear it ; a mifery that fhall never be mi-
tigated, never intermitted, never, never, never fee an

end? And remember, that a ftate of happinefs or

mifery is not far remote from us, but near us, juft be-

fore US; the next year, the next hour, or the next

moment, we may enter into it •, is a ftate for which
we are now candidates, now upon trial ; now our eter-

nal all lies at ftake: and, O firs, does an inaftive,

carelefs pofture become us in fuch a fituation ? Is a

ftateoffuch happinefs, or fuch mifery ; is fuch a ftate

juft—juft before us, a matter of indifferency to us ?

O can you be lukewarm about fuch matters ? Was
ever fuch prodigious ftupidity feen under the canopy

of heaven, or even in the regions of hell, which
abound with monftrous and horrid difpofitions ? No ;

the hardieft ghoft below cannot make light of thefe

things. Mortals ! can you trifle about them ? Well
trifle a little longer, and your trifling will be over for

ever. You may be indiff'erent about the improving

of your tim.e ; but time is not indifl^erent whether to

pafs by" or not; it is determined to continue its rapid

courfe, and hurry you into the ocean of eternity,

though you fliould continue fleeping and dreaming

through all the paflage. Therefore awake, arife ; ex-

ert yourfelves before your doom be unchangeably fix-

ed. If you have any fire within you, here let it burn;

if you have any a6live powers, here let them be ex-

erted ; here or no where, and on no occafion. Be
adlive, be in earneft where you fliould be; or debafe

and fink yourfelves into flocks and ftones, and efcape

the curfe of being reafonable and adlive creatures.

Let the criminal condemned to die to-morrow, be in-

different about a reprieve or a pardon ; let a drown-

ing man be carelefs about catching at the only plank

that can fave him ; but O do not you be carelefs and

indifferent about eternity, and fuch amazing realities

as heaven and hell. If you difbelieve thefe things,

you are infidels ; if you believe thefe things, and yet

are unafFe(5led with them, you are worfe than infidels :

you
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you are a fort oF fhocking fingulaiities, and prodigies

in nature. Not hell itfelf can find a precedent of fiich

a conduct. The devils believe, and tremble; you be-

lieve, and trifle with things whofe very name ftrike

folenmity and awe through heaven and hell. But,

4. Let us fee how this lukewarm temper agrees with

the duties of religion. And as I cannot particularize

them all, I fhall only mention an inftance or two.

Viev/ a lukewarm profefibr in prayer ; he pays to an

omnifcient 6od the compliment of a bended knee, as

though he could impofe upon him with fuch an empty
pretence. When he is addreffrng the Supreme Ma-
jefty of Heaven and earth he hardly ever recollefts in

whofe prefence he is, or whom he is fpeaking to, but

feems as if he were worfhipping without an ob]e(5r,

or pouring out empty words into the air: perhaps

through the whole prayer he had not fo much as one

folemn^ affedling thought of that God whofe name he

fo often invoked. Here is a criminal petitioning for

pardon fo carelefsly, that he fcarcely knows what hejs

about. Here is a needy famifhing beggar pleading

for fuch immenfe bleffings as everlalling falvation, and

all the joys of heaven, fo lukewarmly and thought-

lefsly as if he cared not whether his reouefts were

granted or not. He is an obnoxious offender confef-

finnf his fins with an heart, untouched with forrow 1

worfhipping the living God with a dead heart -, mak-
ing great requefls, but he forgets them as fcon as he
rifes from his knees, and is not at all inquifitive what

became of them, and whether they were accepted cr

not. And can there be a more fhocking, impious,

and daring condu(51: than this ^ To trifle in the royal,

prefence would not befiich an audacious affront. For
a criminal to catch fiies or fport with a feather when
pleading with his judge for his pardon, would be but

a faint fhadow of fuch religious trifling ! What are

fuch prayers but folemn mockeries and dlfguifed in-

fults ? And yet, is not this the ufual method in which

many of you addrefs the great God ! The words pro-

D d d ceed
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ceed no farther than from your tongue: you do not

pour them out from the bottom of your hearts •, they

have no life or fpirit in them, and you hardly ever re-

fle(5u upon their meaning. And when you have talked

away to God in tliis manner, you will have it to pafs

for a prayer. But furely fuch prayers muft bring down
a curfe upon you inflead of a bleffing: fuch facrifices

muft be an abomination to the Lord, Prov, xv. 8. and
it is aftonifhing that he has not mingled your blood

v/ith your facrifices, and fent you from your knees to

hell, from thoughtlefs, unmeaning prayer to real blaf-

phemy and torture.

The next inftance I fhall mention is with regard to

the word of God. You own it divine ; yoU profefs it

the ftandard of your religion, and the moft excellent

bock in the world. Now, if this be the cafe, it is

God that fpeaks to you ; it is God that fends you an
epiftle when you are reading or hearing his word.
How impious and provoking then muft it be to neg-

led it, to let it lie by you as an antiquated, ufelefs

book, or to read it in a carelefs, fuperficial mannerj

and hear it with an inattentive, wandering mind.^

How would you take it, if, when you fpoke to your
fervant about his own intereft, he fhould turn away
from you, and not regard you ^ Or if you fhould

write a letter to your fon, and he fhould not fo much
as carefully read it, or labour to underftand it '^. And
do not fome of you treat the facred oracles in this

manner .'' You make but little ufe of your Bible, but

to teach your children to read : Or if you read, or

hear its contents yourfelves, are you not unalFecfted

with them ? One would think you would be all atten-

tion and reverence to every word -, you would drink

it in, and thirft for it as new-born babes for their mo-
ther's milk ; you would feel its energy, and acquire

the charadier of that happy man to whom the God of

heaven vouchfafes to look; you would tremble at his

word. It reveals the only method of your falvation j

it contains the only charter of all your blefTmgs. In

fhort.
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ihort, you have the neareft perfonal intereft In it, and

can you be unconcerned hearers of it ? I am fure

your reafon and confcience muft condemn fuch ftupl-

dity and indifferency as incongruous, and outrageoufly

wicked.

And now let me remind you of the cbfervation I

made upon entering upon this fubjefc, that if I fnould

not offer fufHcient matter of conviction, you might go
on in your lukewarmnefs ; but if your own reafon

ihould be fully convinced that fuch a temper is moft

wicked and unreafonable, then you might indulge it

tit your peril. What do you fay now in the ifme } Ye
modern Laodiceans, are you not yet ftruck with hor-

ror at the thought of that infipid, forma!, fpiritlefs re-

jigion you have hitherto been contented with ? And
do you not fee the necefTity of foliov/ing the advice of

Chrift to the Laodicean church, be zealous^ be fervent

for the future, and repent, bitterly repent of what is

•pafi: ? To urge this the more, I have two confider-

ations in referve, of no fmall weight, i. Confider

the difficulties and dangers in your v/ay. O firs, if

you knew the difficulty of the work of your falvation,

and the great danger of mifcarrying in it, you could

not be fo indifferent about it, nor could you flatter

yourfelves fuch languid endeavours will ever fucceed.

It is a labour, a flriving, a race, a warfare j fo it is

called in the facred writings : but would there be any

propriety in thefe expreffions if it were a courfe of floth

and inaciiivity ? Confider, you have ftrong lufls to

be fubdued, an hard heart to be broken, a variety of
graces which you are entirely deftitute of to be im-

planted and cherifhed, and that in an unnatural foil

v/here they will not grow without careful cultivation,

and that you have many temptations to be encounter-

ed and refifted. In fhort, you muft be made new men,
quite other creatures than you now are. And O ! can

this work be fuccefsfuUy performed while you make
fuch faint and feeble efforts ? Indeed God is the

Agent, and all your bell: endeavours can never effect

the
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the blefled revolution without him. But his afliftance

is not to be expelled iti the negledt, or carelefs ufe of

means, nor is it intended to encourage idlenefs, but

adivity and labour -, and when he comes to work, he

will foon inflame your hearts, and put an end to your

lu kewarmnefs. Again, your dangers are alfo great

and numerous; you are in danger from prefumptlon

and from defpondency ; from coldnefs, from luke-

warmnefs, and from falfe fires and enthufiaftic heats j

in danger from felf-righteoufnefs, and from open

wickednefs, from your own corrupt hearts, from this

enfnaring world, and from the temptations of the

devil : you are in great danger of ileeping on in fecu-

rity without ever being thoroughly awakened ; or, if

you fhould be awakened, you are in danger of refting

ihort of vital religion; and in either of thefe cafes

you are undone for ever. In a word, dangers crowd

thick around you on every hand, from every quarter;

dangers, into which thoufands, millions of your fel-

low-men have fallen and never recovered. Indeed,

all things considered, it is very doubtful whether ever

you will be faved who are now lukewarm and fecure ;

I do not mean that your fuccefs is uncertain if you be

brought to ufe means with proper earneftnefs ; but

alas ! it is awfully uncertain whether ever you will be

brought to ufe them in this manner. And, O firs,

can you continue fecure and inadlive when you have

fuch difficulties to encounter with in a work of abfo-

lute necelTity, and when you are furrounded with fo

many and fo great dangers ? Alas ! are you capable

of fuch dcftrudive madnefs '^. O that you knew the

true Rate of the cafe ! Such a knowledge would foon

fire you with the greatefc ardor, and make you all

life and vigour in this important Vv'ork.

2. Confider hov; earneix and adtive men are in other

purfuits. Should we form a judgment of the faculties

of human nature by the conduit of the generality in

religion, we ihould be apt to conclude that men are

mere fnails, and that they have no adlive powers be^

longing
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longing to them. But view them about other affairs,

and you find they are all life, fire, and hurry. What
labour and toil ! what fchemes and contrivances ! what

folicitude about fuccefs ! what fears of difappointment!

hands, heads, hearts, all bufy. And all this to pro-

cure thofe enjoyments which at befl: they cannot long

retain, and which the next hour may tear from them.

To acquire a name or a diadem, to obtain riches or

honours, what hardfhips are undergone ! what dangers

dared ! what rivers of blood Ihed ! how many millions

of lives have been lofh ! and how many more endan-

gered ! In fhort, the world is all alive, all in motion

with bufinefs. On Tea and land, at home and abroad,

you will find men eagerly purfuing fom.e temporal

good. They grow grey-headed, and die in the at-

tempt without reaching their end -, but this difappoint-

ment does not difcourage the furvivors and fucceffors ;

flill they will continue, or renew the endeavour. Now
here men ad like themfelves •, and they fhew they are

alive, and endowed with powers of great adlivity.

And fhall they be thus zealous and laborious in the

purfuit of earthly vanities, and be quite indifferent

and fluggilh in the infinitely more important concerns

of eternity I What, folicitous about a mortal body,

but carelefs about an immortal foul ! Eager in purfuit

of joys of a few years, but carelefs and remifs in feek-

ing an immortality of perfe6l happinefs ! Anxious to

avoid poverty, fliame, ficknefs, pain, and all the evils,

real or imaginary, of the prefent life-, but indifferent

about an whole eternity of the moft intolerable mi-

fery ! O the deftrudlive folly, the daring wickednefs

of fuch a condufl ! My brethren, is religion the only

thing vv'hich demands the utmoft exertion of all your

powers, and alas ! is that the only thing in which you

will be dull and inacflive ^. Is everlafling happinefs the

only thing about which you will be remiifs .'' Is eter-

nal punifhment the only mifery which you are indiffer-

ent whether you efcape or not ? Is God the only good

which you purfue with faint and lazy defires ^ How
prepofterous !
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ppepofterous ! how abfurd is this ! You can love the

world ; you can love a father, a child, or a friend -,

nay, you can love that abominable, hateful thing, fin

:

thefe you can love with ardor, ferve with pleafure,

purfue with eagernefs, and with all your might \ but

the ever-bleffed God, and the Lord Jefus, your beft

friend, you put off with a lukewarm heart and fpirit-

lefs fervices. O inexpreffibly monftrous ! Lord, what
is this that has befallen thine own offspring, that they

are fo difaffeftcd towards thee ? Bleffed Jefus, what
haft thou done that thou ihouldeft be treated thus ?

O finners ! what will be the confequence of fuch a

conduft ? Will that God take you into the bofom of
his love ? will that Jefus fave you by his blood, whom
you make fo light of? No, you may go and feek a

heaven where you can find it; for God will give you
jione. Go, fhift for yourfelves, or look out for a Sa-

viour where you will; Jefus will have nothing to do
with you, except to take care to inflidl proper puniih-

ment upon you if you retain this lukewarm temper to-

wards him. Hence, by way of improvement, learn,

I . The vanity and wickednefs of a lukewarm reli-

gion. Though you fhould profefs the beft religioij

that ever came from heaven, it will not fave you ; nay,

it will condemn you with peculiar aggravations if you
are lukev/arm in it. This fpirit of indifferency dif-

fufed through it, turns it all into deadly poifon. Your
religious duties are all abominable to God while the

vigour of your fpirits is not exerted in them. Your
prayers are infuks, and he will anfwer them as fuch by
terrible things in righteoufnefs. And do any of you
hope to be faved by fuch a religion ^ I tell you from
the God of truth, it will be fo far from faving you,

that it will certainly ruin you for ever : continue as you
are till the laft, and you will be as certainly damned to

all eternity as Judas, or Beelzebub, or any ghoft in

hell. But alas

!

2. Hev/ common, how faftiionable is this lukewarm
religion! This is the prevailing, epidemical fin of

our
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our age and country ; and it is well if it has not the

fame fatal efFecil upon us as it had upon Laodicea:

Laodicea loft its liberty, Its religion, and its all. There-

fore let Virginia hear and fear, and do no more fo

wickedly. We have ihoufands of chriftians, fuch as

they are ; as many chriftians as white men -, but alas !

they are generally of the Laodicean ftamp , they are

neither cold nor hot. But it is our firft concern to

know how it is with ourfelves ; therefore let this in-

quiry go round this congregation : Are you not fuch

lukewarm chriftians ? Is there any fire and life in your

devotions? Or are not all your a6tive powers engrof-

fed by other purfuits ?—Impartially make the inquiry,

for infinitely more depends upon it than upon your
temporal life.

3. If you have hitherto been poftefled with this

Laodicean fpirit, I befeech you indulge it no longer.

You have {^zn that it mars all your religion, and will

end in your eternal ruin : and I hope you are not fo

hardened as to be proof againft the energy of thiscon-

lideration. Why halt you fo long between two opi-

nions ? / would you were cold or hot. Either make
thorough work of religion, or do not pretend to it^

Why fhould you profefs a religion which is but an in-

fipid indifferency with you ? Such a religion is good
for nothmg. Therefore awake, arife, exert yourfelves.

Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate; ftrive earneftly,

or you are fhut out for ever. Infufe heart and fpirit

into your religion. " Whatever your hand findeth to

do, do it with your might." Now, this moment,
while my voice founds in your ears, now begin the

vigorous enterprize. Now colleft all the vigour of
your fouls, and breathe it out in fuch a praver as this,

" Lord, fire this heart with thy love." Prayer is a
proper introdudion : for let me remind you of what
I fhould never forget, that God is the only Author of
this facred fire •, it is only he that can quicken you :

therefore, ye poor carelefs creatures, fly to him in an
agony of importunity, and never defift, never grow
weary till you prevail. 4. And
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4. And laRly, Let the bed of us lament our luke-

warmnefs, and earneftly feek. more fervour of fpirit.

Some of you have a little life •, you enjoy fome warm
and vigorous moments-, and O! they are divinely

fweet. But refled how foon your fpirits flag, your
devotion cools, and your zeal languifhes. Think of
this, and be humble : think of this, and apply for

more life. You know where to applv. Chrift is your
life : therefore cry to him for the communications of
it. " Lord Jefus ! a little more hfe, a little more vi-

tal* heat to a languifning foul." Take this method,
•And you JJjall run^ and not be weary, you Jljall walk^ and
not faint. Ifaiahxl. 31.

SERMON XVI.

The Divine Government the Joy of our World.

Psalm xcvii. i . The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice -,

let the multitude of the ifles be glad thereof.

'ISE and good rulers are juftly accounted anex-

tenfive blefling to their fubje6ls. In a govern-

ment where wifdom fits at the helm ; and juftice, tem-

pered with clemency, holds the balance of retribution,

liberty and property are fecured, encroaching ambi-

tion is checked, helplefs innocence is protedled, and
univerfal order is ellablifhed, and confequently peace

and happinefs diffufe their ftreams through the land.

In fuch a fituation every heart muft rejoice, every coun-

tenance look cheerful, and every bofom glow with

gratitude to the happy inftruments of fuch extended

beneficence.

But, on the other hand. Wo to thee., land, when
thy king is a child, Ecclef, x. 16. weak, injudicious,

humourfome.
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humoiirfoiTie, and peevlfh. This is the denunciation

of Solomon, a fage philofopher, and anopul'ent king,

whofe ftation, capacity, and inclination, confuired to

give him the deepeft fkill in poHtics: and this denun-

ciation has been accompliflied in every age. Empires
have fallen, liberty has been fettered, property has

been invaded, the lives of men have been arbitrarily

taken away, and mifery and defolation have broken in

like a flood, when the government has been intrufted

in the hands of tyranny, of luxury, or rafhnefs -, and
the advantages of climate and foil, and all others which
nature could befrow, have not been able to make the

fubjcfts happv under the baleful influence of fuch an

adminiftrntion.

It has frequently been the unhappy fate of nations

to be enflaved to fuch rulers ; but fuch is the unavoid-

able imperfedion of all human governments, that

when, like our own, they are managed by the beft

iiands, they are attended with m.any calamities, and
cannot anfwer feveral valuable ends ; and from both

thefe confiderations we may infer the necefTity of a di-

v\nz government over the whole univerfe, and parti-

cularly over the earth, in which we are more efpecially

concerned. Without this fupreme univerfal Monarch,
the affairs of this world would fail into confuiion; and
the concerns of the next could not be managed at all.

The capacities of the wifeft of m.en are fcanty, and
not equal to all the purpofes of governmeiit ; and hence
iliany affairs of importance will be unavoidably mif~

conduced •, and dangerous plots and aggravated crimes

may be undifccvered for want of knowledge, or pafs

unpuniihcd for want of power. A v;ife and good ru-

ler may be dii^ufing among his fubjeds all that happi-

iiefs v/hi'ch can refult from the imperfect adminulration

of mortals, but he may be tumbled from his throne,

and his government thrown into the greateft diforder

by a more powerful invader ; fo that the beft ruler

could not make his fubjedts laftingly happy, unlefs he
Vv'ere univerfal monarch of the giobe (a province too

E e e great
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great for ar.y mortal) and above the reach of the am-
bitious power of others. Further, Human dominion

cannot extend to the fouls and confciences of men :

civil rulers can neitlier know nor govern them -, and
ye" thefc mud be governed and brought into fubjec-

tlon to tlie eternal lav/s of reafon, otherwife tanquillity

cannot fjbfiil: on earth •, and efpecially the great pur-

pofes of religion, which regard a future ftate, cannot

be anfwered.

Men are placed here to be formed by a proper edu-

cation for another world, for another clafs, and other

employments j but civil rulers cannot form them for

theie important ends, and therefore they muft be un-

der the government of one who has accefs-to their

fpirits, and can manage them as he pleafes.

Deeply impreft with thefe and other confiderations,

which fiiail be prefently mentioned, the Pfalmift is

tranfported into this refiedion. The hord reigneth^ let

the earth rejoice-, let the multitude of the ijles be glad

thereof.

The Pfalmift feems to have the mediatorial empire

of grace erected by Immanuel more immediately in

^'iew ; and this indeed deferves our fpecial notice

;

but no doubt he included the divine government in

<:^enera], which is a juft ground of univerfal joy : and

in this latitude I fliail confider the text.

Feifons in a tranfport are apt to fpeak abruptly, and

omit the particles of connection and inference ufual in

calm realoning. Thus the Pfalmift cries out, The Lord
reigneth, let the earth rejoice ; let the multitude cf the

ijles he glad thereofI but if we reduce the paftage into

an argumentative form, it will ftand thus, " The Lord
reigneth, therefore let the earth rejoice; and let the

multitude of theilles be glad upon this account."

The earth may here fignify, by an ufual metonymy,
the rational inhabitants of the earth, who are efpecially

concerned in the divine governm.ent ; or, by a beauti-

ful poetical profopopoeia, it may fignify the inanimate

s;Iobc of the earth •, and then it intimates that the di-

vine
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vine government is fo important a blelTmg, that even

the inanimate and fenfelefs creation would rejoice in it,

were it capable of jfuch paflions.* The ifles may like-

wife be taken figuratively for their inhabitants, parti-

cularly the Gentiles who refided in them j or literally

for trafts of land furrounded with v/ater.

My prefent defign is,

To illullrate this glorious truth, that Jehovah's lii-

preme government is a juft caufc of univecfal jov.

For that end I fhall confider the divine government

in various views, as legiflative, providential, media-

torial, and judicial -, and fhev/ that in each of thefe

views the divine government is m.atter of univerlai

I. The Lord rcigneth upon a throne of legiflation,

kt the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of the iftes be glad

thereof.

He is the one fupreme Lav/giver, Jard. iv. 12. and

is perfeilly qualified for that important truft. Nothing
tends more to the advantage of civil focietv than to

have good laws eilablifhed, according to which man-
kind are to conduct themfelves, and according to which
their rulers will deal with them. Now the fupreme
and univerfal King has ^re6led and publiihed the befr

laws for the government of the moral v/crld, and of

the human race in particular.

Let the earth then rejoice that God has clearly re-

vealed his will to us, and not left us in inextricable

perplexities about our duty to him and mankind. Hu-
man reafon, or the light of nature, gives us fome in-

timations of the duties of morahty, even in our dege-

nerate ftate, and for this information v/e iliould blefs

God ; but alas ! thefe difcoveries are very imperfed,
and we need fupernaturai revelation to make known
to us the way of life. Accordingly, the Lord has fa-

voured us with the facred oracles as a fupplement to

the

* By the fame figure the inanimate parts of the creation are called

upon to praife the Lord, PJalm cxlviii. and aie faid to travel aai
groan under :hs fia of man. F-om. viii.,.2?.
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the feeble light of nature •, and in them we are fully

" taught what is good, and what the Lord requireth

of us." And what caufe of joy is this ! How pain-

ful are the anxieties that attend uncertainty about mat-

ters of duty ! How diftreiling a doubttul, fluduat-

ing mind in an affair of fuch tremendous importance !

This, no doubt, fome of you that are confcientious

have had the experience of, in particular cafes, when

you were at a lofs to apply to them the general direc-

tions in facred fcripture.

Again, Let the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of the

ijles be glad that thefe laws are fuitably enforced with

proper fandions. The fanclions are fuch as become a

God of infinite wifdom, almighty power, inexorable

jufiice, untainted holincfs, and unbounded gcodnefs

and grace, and fuch as are agreeable to the nature of

reafonable creatures formed for an immortal duration.

The rewards of obedience in the divine legiflation are

r.ot fuch toys as pods of honour and profit, crowns

and empires, which are the higheft rewards that civil

rulers can promife or beftow j but rational peace and

ferenity of mind, undaunted bravery under the frowns

of adverfity, a cheerful confidence in the divine guar-

dianihip under all tlie calamities of life, and in the fu-

ture world an entire exemption fi^om all forrow, and

from fin, the fruitful fource of ail our affedlions \ the

pofibfiionof everv good, the enjoyment of the divine

prefence, of the fociety of angels and the fpirits of

juR- men made perfeft; in fhort, the fruition of an

jbappinefs above our prefent wifhes, and equal to our

then m.ature faculties, and all this for ever : thefe are

the rewards of evangelical obedience, not indeed for

its own fake, but upon account of righteoufnefs of the

blefied Jefus; and if thefe fail to allure men to obedi-

ence, what can prevail ? And hov/ happy is it to live

under a government, where virtue and religion, which

in their own nature tend to our happinefs, are enforc-

ed with fuch refiftlefs arguinents I On the other hand,

the penalty annext by tlie divine Lav/giver to difobe-

dience
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dience is proportionably dreadful. To pine aiid lan-

guifh under the fecret curie of angry Heaven, which,

like a contagious poifon, diftufes itfelf through ali the

enjoyments of the v/icked, MaL ii. 2. to fv/eat under

the agonies of a guilty confcience in this work), and

in the future world to be banifhed from the beatific

prefence of God and all the joys of heaven ; to feel

the anguifh and remorfe of guilty reile61;ion3 , to burn

in unquenchable lire i to conpjme a miferable eternity

in the horrid fociety of malignant ghofts ; and all this

without the leaft rational expeftation j nay, without

fo much as a deluded hope of deliverance, or the miti-

gation of torture, through the revolutions of endlefs

ages, all this is a faint reprefentation of the penalty

annext to difobedience ; and it is a penalty worthy a

God to inflidt, and equal to the infinite malignity of

fin. And let the earth rejoice \ let the multitude of the

i/Ies be glad, on account not only of the promiflbry

fan6lion of the law, but alfo of this tremendous pe-

nalty ; for it flows not only fi-om juftice but from
goodnefs, as v/ell as its promife. The penalty is not

annext to the law, • nor v/iil it be executed from a ma-
lignant pleafure in the mifery of the creature, but it

is annext from a regard to the happinefs of mankind,
and will be executed upon individuals for the extenfive

good of the v/hole as well as for the honourable dif-

play of the divine purity and juftice. A penalty is

primarily intended to deter men from difobedience.

Now difobedience tends in its own nature to make us

miferable -, it renders it impofiible, in the nature of

things, that we fnould be happy in the enjoyment of
God and the employments of heaven, v.'hich are eter-

nally and immutably contrary to finful depofitions •,

and it fills us with thofe malignant and unruly paflions

which cannot but make us uneafy. Hence it follows,

that, fince the penalty tends to deter us from fin, and
fince fin naturally tends to make us miferable, there-

fore the penalty is a kind of gracious inclofure round

the pit of mifery, to keep us from falling into it : it

is
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is a friendly admonition not to drink poilon •, it is, in

a word, a kind rcR:raint upon us in our career to ruin ;

and indeed it is a bleffmg v/e could not fpare ; for we
find, that, notwithfranding the terror of the threaten-

ing, men will ran on in (\n -, and with how much more
horrid alacrity and infernal zeal would they continue

their courfe if there were no divine threatening to

check and withhold them ? The earth may alfo re-

joice for the execution of the penalty of the divine law

againft fin •, for the confpicuous punifhrnxent of the dif-

obedient may {ztvq as a loud v/arning to all rational

beings that now exift, or that may hereafter be created,

not to offend againft Gad -, and thus it may be the

means of preferving them, in obedience, and fo pro-

mote the genera] good j and it m.ay be that the num-
ber of thofe that fhall be punifned of the human and

angelic natures, v/hen compared to fhe number of

reafonable beings that fhall be ccnfirm-ed in holinefs and

happinefs by obferving their doom, may bear no m.ore

proportion than the number o^ criminals executed in

a government as public exam.ples, does to all the fub-

jeifls of it; and ccnfequcntly fuch punilhment may be

vindicated on the fame principles. Farther, Juftice

is an amiable attribute in itfelf, and it appears fo to

all rational beings but criminals, whofe intereft it is

that it fhould not be difplayed ; and therefore the in-

fii6tion of juft punifhmcnt fhould be matter of general

joy, fince it is amiable in itfelf. So it is in humian go-

vei-nmentsi v/hile we are innocent, we approve of

the condud^ of our magiHrates in infiidling capital

punifhm.ent UDon notorious malefa(5lors, though the

malefaAors themfeives view it with horror. But to

proceed :

Lei the earth rejoice ; kt the multitude of the ifles be

glad^ that the divine laws reach the inner man, and

have power upon the hearts and conlciences of men.

Human laws can only fmooth our external conducfb at

beft, buL the heart in the mean time may be difloyal

and wicked. Nov/ this d.^\zdi is fupplied by the lavv's

of
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of the King of Heaven, which are fpintual. They
require a complete uniformity and felf-confiftency in

us, that heart and life may agree; and therefore they

are wifely framed to make us entirely good. They
have alio an inimitable power upon the confciences of

men. Should all the v^orld acquit us, yet we cannot

acquit ourfelves when we violate them. The confci-

oufnefs of a crime has made many an jiardy offender

fweat and agonize with remorfe, though no human
eye could v/itnefs to his offence. Now what caufe of

joy is it that thefe laws are quick and powerful, and

that they are attended with almighty energy, which
in fome meafure intimidates and reftraints the moft au-

dacious, and infpires the confcientious with a pious

fear of offending !

II. " The Lord rcigneth by his Providence, let

the earth therefore rejoice ; and the multitude of the

ifles be glad thereof."

The Providence of God is well defcribed in our

Shorter Catechifm : " It is his mod holy, v/ife, and
powerful preferving and governing all his creatures,

and all their actions." To particularize all the inftances

of providential government v/hich may be matter of
joy to the earth would be endlefs, therefore I fhail

only mention the following :

Let the earth rejoice \ and the raultitude of the ijles he

glad^ that the Lord reigneth .over the kingdoms of
the earth, and manages all their affairs according to

his fovereign and wife pleafure. We fometimes hear

of wars and rumours of v;ars, of thrones tottering,

and kingdoms falling, of the nations tumukuoufly
raging and dafhing in angry conflicft, like the v/aves

of the boifferous ocean. In fuch a junflure we may
fay. The floods have lifted up^ O Lord, the f,.oods hav.e

lifted lip their voice. The floods lift up their waves.

But the Ldi'd reigneth, therefore the world Jhall be efla-

blifhed that it cannot he moved.—The Lord on high is

mightier than the noife of many waters ; yea, than the

mighty waves of the fea. Pfalm xciii. Sometim.es the

ambition
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ambition of foreign power, or the encroachments of

domeftic tyranny, may threaten our liberties, and per-

fecLition may feem ready to difcharge its artihery

againft the church of God, while every pious heart

trembles for the ark, left it ihould be carried into the

land of its enemies. But the Lord reigneth ' let the

earth, let the church rejoice ; the eternal God is her re-

fuge^ and underneath her are the everlafiing arms, Deutr.

xxxiii. 27. He will over-rule the various revolutions

of the world for her good \ he will give kings {\:>i: her

ranfom, ^Ethiopia and Seba for her-, and the united

powers of earth and hell fhall not prevail againil her.

Though the frame of Nature fhould be unhinged, we
may find refuge in our God. Yet it muft be owned,

that the Lord for the chaftifement of his people may
fuffer their enemies to break in upon them, and may
cafl: them into the furnace of affliftion. But let the

earth rejoice, let the church be glad that the Lord
reigneth over her moft powerful enemies, and that

they are but executing his will even when they have

no refrard to it, but are gratifying their own ambition.

They are but a rod in the hand of a tender father,

who correfls only to amend : and when he has ufed

the rod for this gracious purpofe, he will then lay it

afide. In this language the Almighty fpeaks of the

haughty Aflyrian monarch who had puihed his con-

quefts fo far and wide. Ifaiah x. 5, 6, 7. O Ajj'yrian^

the rod of mine anger^ &c. I will give him my commif-

fion^ and fend him againfi the Jews, my favourite peo-

ple ; becaufe they are degenerated into an hypocritical na-

tion, and he fioall execute Viiy orders,—" Howbeit, he

meaneth not fo ; it is far from his heart to obey my
will in this expedition; but his only defign is to ag-

grandize himfelf, and to deftroy and cut off nations

not a few." And v/hcn this inftrument of the divine

vengeance arrogates to himfelf the honour of his own
fucceffes, with what juft infult and difdain does the

King of kings fpeak of him! ver. 12

—

i^- •5'^^//

the ax hoafi itfclf againfi him that heweth therewith /

As
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As if the rod floould fhake itfelf againfl him that lifieth

it upy &c. The defign of God in thefe chaftifements

IS to purge away the iniquity of his people; and this

is all the fruit of them to take away their fin •, and
when this gracious defign is anfvvered, they fhall be

removed -, and the rod of the ixjicked floall not always lie

upon the lot of the righteous. Pfalm cxxv. 3. Nov/
what caufe of univerfal jcy is this, that One infinitely

wife iits at the helm, and can fteer the feeble vefiel

of his church through all the outrageous ftorms of

this unfriendly climate and tempeftuous ocean ! He
may feem at times to He adeep, but in the article of

extreme danger he will awake and ftill the winds and
the fea with his fovereign mandate, Peace,, be fiill.

Men may form deep and politic fchemes, and purpofe

their accomplifiiment in defiance of Heaven, but G"d
difappointeth the devices of the crafty^ fo that their hands

cannot perform their en!erprife. He taketh the wife in-

their own craftinefs^ and the counfel of the froward is

carried headlong. Job v. 12, 13. This was exem.pli-

lied in the cafe of Ahithophel, i Sam. xvii. 14. The
hearts of men, yea of kings, are in the hand of the

Lord^ and he turneth them whitherfoever he will. Prov.
xxi. I. (fee alfo chap. xvi. 1,9. and xix. 21.) And
how joyful a thought this, that we are not at the arbi-

trary difpofal of our fellovz-mortals, and that aiFairj*

are not managed according to their capricious pleafure,

but that our God is in the heaven, and doth whatfo-

ever he pieafeth ! Pfalm cxv. 3.

Again, the church may be endangered by inteftins

divifions and offences. The profefibrs of religion may
ftumble and fall, and fo wound the hearts of the friends

of Zion, and give matter of triumph and infult to its

enem.ies. Some may apoftatize, and return like the

dog to his vomit. A general lukewarmnefs may dif-

fufe itfelf through the cliurch, and even thofe who
retain their integrity in the main may feel the conta-

gion. Divifions and anirr '^^^ties may be inflamed,

mutual love may be extinguiflied, i:;id a fpirit of dif-

F t { cord
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cord fucceed in its place. A moft melancholy cafe this,

and too much like cur own-, and our hearts fink at

times beneath the burden. But the Lord reigneth -, let

the earth be glad. He can reduce this confufion into

order, and make the wrath of man topraifehim, and
retrain the remainder of it. Pfalm Ixxvi. lO. It is the

peculiarity of divine wifdom to educe good out of evil,

and let us rejoice in it. God is fupreme, and there-

fore can controul all the wicked paitions of the mind.
He has the refidue of the fpirit, and can rekindle the

languifhing flame of devotion. And O let us apply

to him with the moft vigorous and unwearied impor-
tunity for fo necefiary a bleHing !

Again, we arc expofed to numberlefs accidental and
unforefeen dangers, which we cannot prevent nor en-

counter. Sicknefs and death may proceed from a thou-

fand unfufpedled caufes. Our friends, our eftates,

and, in fhort, all our earthly enjoyments, may be torn

from us by a variety of accidents. Vv^e walk, as it

were, in the dark, and may tread on remedilefs dan-

gers ere we are aware. But the Lord reigneth ; let the

earth be glad! Contingent events are at his difpofal,

and necellity at his controul. The fmalleft things are

not beneath the notice of his providence, and the

greateii are not above it. Difeafes and misfortunes

that feem to happen by chance, are commiiffioned by
the Lord of all ; and they that refult evidently from
natural caufes are fent by his almighty will. He fays

fo one, go, and it goeth ; and to another come, and
it Cometh : he orders the devaftations that are made
by the moft outrageous elements. If flames lay our

houfes in afhes, they are kindled by his breath. If

hurricanes fweep through our land, and carry defola-

tion along with them, they perform his will, and can

do nothing beyond it: his hand hurls the thunder,

and dire<fts it where to ftrike. An arrow or a bullet

fhot at a venture in the heat of battle, is carried, to

Its mark by divine diredion. How wretched a world

Vvould this be were' it not under the wife management
of
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of divine Providence ! If chance or blind fate were

Its rulers, what defolations would crowd upon us every

moment ! we fhould foon be crufhed in the ruins of a

fallen world. Every wind that blov/s might blaPc us

with death, and fire and water v/ould miiigls in a

blended chaos, and bury us in their deflrudlion. But

fo extenfive is the care of Providence, that even the

fparrows may find fafety in it ; and v/e cannot lofe (o

much as an hair of our heads without its permifTion.

Matt,x. 29, 30, 31. And how much more tlien are

our perfons and our affairs of importance under its

guardianfhip and direction !

Again, we are in perpetual danger from the malig-

iiant agency of infernal fpirits, who watch all oppor-

tunities to ruin the fouls, bodies, and eflates of men.

Thefe fubtle fpirits can inje6l infnaring thoughts into

our minds, and prefent fuch images to the fancy as

may allure the foul to fm. This is repeatedly afferted.

in fcripture, and attefted by the melancholy experience

of multitudes in all ages. That they have power alfo

in the material world to raife fiorms and tempefts, and

to ruin men's efl:ates, and inflidl difeafes on their bodies,

is plain from the cafe of Job, and many in our Sa-

viour's time, and from Satan's- being called the prince

of the power of the air •, and his afibciates fpiritual

wickednefjes in high places. And what horrid devafla-

tions would thefe powerful and malicious beings fpread

through the world if they were not under the controul

of divine Providence! They would perpetually haunt

our minds with infnaring or terrifying images, v/ould

meet us v/ith temptations at every turn, and lead us

willing captives to hell. They would alfo ilrip us en-

tirely of all temporal enjoyments, torture cur bodies

with grievous pains, or moulder them into duft v/ith

confuming and loathfome difeafes. But the Lord reign-

eth \ let the earth he glad. He keeps the infernal lions

in chains, and retrains their rage. Pie fees all their

fubtle plots and machinations againft his feeble fheep,

gjid baffles them all. " He will not fuffer his people

to
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to be tempted above what they are able to bear •, but

with the temptation will alfo make a way to efcape.

I Cor. X. 13. And when he (ufFers them to be buf-

fetted, his grace fliall be fuflicient for them, &c. 2CV.
xii. 7, 9. He hath, alfo (as Satan himfelf confeffed

with regard to Job) made an hedge about us, about

our houfes, and about all that we have on every fide.

Job i. 10. and hence we live and enjoy the blellings

of life. What caufe of grateful joy is this ! Who
would not rather die than live in a v/orld ungoverned

by divine Providence ! This earth would foon be

turned into a hell, if the infernal armies were let loofe

Xipon it.

III. The Lord reigneth upon a throne of 'grace!

" let the earth rejoice, and the multitude of the ifles

be glad."

It is the mq,diatorial government of the Meffiah

which the Pfalmifl: had more immediately in vievv;

and this is the principal caufe of joy to the earth and

its guilty inhabitants. This is a kind Qi governm^ent

peculiar to the human race: the upright angels do not

need it, and the fallen angels are not favoured with

it. This is inveftcd in the perfon of Immanuel,
" who IS made head over ail things to his church,"

Ephef. i. 22. "to Vv'hom all power in heaven and earth

is given." Matt. xi. 27, and xxviii. 18. This is the

kingdom defcribed in fuch augaft language in Dan. ii.

ver. 44,45. and vii. 14. Liike'i. 32, o,^. Hence that

Jefus who v/as mocked with a crown of thorns, and

condemned as a criminal at Pilate's bar, wears on his

vefture and on his thigh this majeftic infcripticn. King

of kings, and Lord of lords. Rev. xix. 16. And be-

hold I bring you glad tidings-, this kingdom of God
is come unto you, and you are called to become its

fubjedis, and fnare in its bleffings. Wherever the gof-

pel is preached, there Jehovah fits upon a mercy-leat

in majeily tempered with condefcending grace. From
thence he invites rebels that had rejected his govern-

inent to return to their allegiance, and pafles an acfl of

grace
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grace upon all that comply v/ith the invitation. To
his throne of grace he invites all to come, and offers

them the richeft blefiings. From thence he pubUfhes

peace on earth, and good-wiil towards men. From
thence he offers pardon to all that will fnbmit to his

government, and renounce their fins, thofe v/eapons

of rebellion. From thence he diftributes the influences

of his Spirit to fubdue obftinate hearts into cheerful

fubm.iffion, to fupport his fubjedls under every bur-

den, and furniih them v/lth ftrength for the fpiritual

warfare. He fubdues their rebellious corruptions, ani-

mates their ]ang'J.ifhing graces, and protecfls them from

their fpiritual enemies.* He enadslav/s for the regu-

lation of his church, appoints ordinances for her edif-

ication, and qualifies miniflers to difpenfe them. He
hath ajcended up on high ; he hath received gifts for

men; and thefe he hath diftributed, and given fomcy

prophets -^ andfor,te^apojlles', and fome^ evangelijls ; and

fonis, pajlors and teachers -, for the perfe^ing of the

faints, for the work of the miniflry, for the edifying of
the body of Chrifi. Ephef iv. 8, 11, 12. And it is by

virtue of authority derived from him that his minifters

now officiate, and you receive his ordinances at their

hands. Nov/ how happy are we, that we live under

the mediatorial adminiliration ! under the empire of

grace !

—

Let the earth rejoice •, let the multitude of the

ijles he glad upon this account. And let us pray that

all nations may become the willing flibjedls of our gra-

cious fovereign. If this adminifliration of grace had
not been ereded, in what a miferable fituation ihould

we have been ! guiltv, miferable, and hopelefs ! Let
us rejoice that the King of heaven, from whom we
had revolted, has not fjffered us to perifli v/ithout re-

medy in our unnatural rebellion, but holds out the

fceptre of his grace to us, that vve may touch it and
live.

IV. And

* See his reign moll beatitifully defcri'oed under the type of Solo-

sion. Pfalm Ixxii.
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IV. And laftly, the Lord will reign ere long upon
a throne of univerfal judgment confpicuous to the af-

fembled iiniverfe, let the earth therefore rejoice^ and the

multitude of the ijles he glad.

Here I may borrow the inimitable language of the

Pfalmift, PfaJm xcvi. lo, 13. The Lord Jhall judge

the people righteoujly. Let the heavens rejoice.^ and let

the earth heglad: let the fea roar, and thefulnefs thereof:

let the fields he joyful^ and all that is therein •, then (Joall

all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord., for he

Cometh ! for he cometh to judge the earth. *' He {hall

judge the world with righteoufnefs and the people with

his truth." This will indeed be a day of infupport-

al'e terror to his enemies, Rev. vi. 15, 16. but, on
many accounts, it will prove a day ofjoy and triumph.

This day will unfold ail the myfteries of divine Pro-

vidence, which are now unfearchable. There are many
difnenf'.tions now for v/hich we cannot account. Many
bleffings are beftowed, many calamities fall, and many
events happen, of which mortals cannot fee the reafon.

Profperity is the lot of fome who feem the peculiar

objeds of divine vengeance; and many groan under

afflictions who feem more proper objefts of providen-

tial beneficence. We are often led into v,^ays, the end

of which we cannot fee, and are bev/ildered in various

perplexities about the defigns of divine Providence to-

wards us, Hence alfo impiety takes occafion to cavil

at the wiiys of God as not equal, and to cenfure his

government as weakly adminiftered. But in that day

all his ways v;ill appear to be judgment. The clouds

and darknefs that now furround them will vanilTi, and

the beams of wifdom, goodnefs, and juftice, will fhinc

illuftrious before the whole univerfe, and every crea-

ture fhall join tlie plaudit, lie hath done ali things well!

Now we can at beft but fee a few links in the chain of

providence, but then we (hall fee it all entire and com-
plete ; then the whole fyftem will be expofed to view

at once, which will difcover the ftrange fymmetry,

cpunedions, dependencies, and references of all the

partSy
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parts, without which we can no more judge of the ex-

cellency of the procedure than a ruftic could tell the

life of- the feveral parts of a watch, if he faw them
fcattered in various places. Let the earth therefore

be glad m expedation of this glorious difcovery.

Again, let the earth rejoice that in tliat day the pre-

fent unequal diftributions of Providence will be for

ever adjufted, and regulated according to the ftrideft

juftice. This is not the place or feafon for retribution,

and therefore we need not be furprifed that the blef-

fmgs and calamities of this life are not difpofed accord-

ing to men's real characters •, but tlien every man fhall

be dealt with according to his works. OppreiTed in-

nocence will be redreffed, and infolence for ever mor-

tified; calumny will be confuted, and flattery expof-

ed : Lazarus fhall be comforted, and Dives tormented

:

impious kings fhall be driven into the infernal pit,

v/hile pious beggars Hiall be advanced to the heights

of happinefs. In iTiort, ail matters will then be fet

right, and therefore let the earth rejoice.

Again, let the earth rejoice that in that day the

righteous fnall be completely delivered from all fm and

forrow, and advanced to the perfedlion of heavenly

happinefs. Then they fhall enter upon the full frui-

tion of that blifs, which is now the cbjedl of all their

anxious hopes and earnefl labours.

But we muft change the fcene into tragedy, and
take a view of trembling criminals hearing their dread-

ful doom, and finking to hell with horrible anguifh.

And mufi: the earth rejoice in this too ? Yes, but

with a folemn tremendous joy. Even the condemna-
tion and everlafling mifery of thefe is right and jufl,

is amiable and glorious \ and God, angels, and faints,

will at the great day rejoice in it. The awful gran-

deur of juftice will be illuftrated in it -, and this is mat-
ter of joy. The punifhment of irreclaimable impe-
nitents will be an effedual warning to all reafonable

beings, and to all future creations, as has been obferv-

ed; and hy it they will be deterred from difobedience j

and
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and this is the caufe of joy. Thefe criminals will then

be beyond repentance and reformation, and therefore

it is impoffible in the nature of things they fnoiild be

happy; and why then fiiould Heaven be enciim.bered

with them ? Is it not caufe of joy that they fnould

be connned in prifon who have made themfelves unnt
for fociety ? In the prefent ftate finners are objec5ls of
our compaffion and forrow, and the whole creation

mourns for them. Rom. vlii. 22. But God will then

rejoice in their ruin, and laugh at their calamity, Prov.

3. 26. and all dutiful creatures will join in his joy.

Thus you fee that the Lord reigneth. And Vv^ho,

poor feeble faints, who is this that fuftains this uni-

verfal government, and rules the whole creation ac-

cording to his pleafure ? It is your Father, your Sa-

viour, your Friend ! It is he that entertains a tenderer

regard for you than ever glowed in an human breaft.

And can you be fo foolifii as to regard the furmifes of

unbelief.? Can you force yourfelves to fear that he
will ever leave or forfake you ? Can you fufped that

he will fufter you to fall an hclplefs prey to your ene-

mies ? No, your Lord reigneth, therefore rejoice.

Rejoice in the Lord always -, and again I Jay rejoice:

While he keeps the throne of the univerfe, you fhall

be fafe and happy. Your Father is greater than all,

and none can pluck you out of his hands. Remember
he fits upon a throne of grace, therefore come to him
with boldnefs. You may fmile at calamity and confu-

fion, and rejoice amid the ruins of the world : yoiT

may borrow the language of David, Pfalm xlvi. or of
Habbakuk, ch. iii. ver. 17, 18. Remember alfo, that

as he is a King he dem^ands your cheerful obedience,

and therefore make his fervice the bufinefs of your

life.

And, unhappy finners ! let me afic you, Who is

this that reigns King of the univerfe ? Why, it is he

whom you have rejeded from being King over you \

it is he againft whom you have rebelled, and who is

therefore your jufl enemy. And are vou able to make
good
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good your caufe againft him who has univerfal nature

at his nod ? How dreadful is your fituation ! That
which may make the earth rejoice, may make you
fear and tremble. The Lord reigneth, let finners

tremble. You muft fall before him, if you will not

cheerfully fubmit to his government. Let me there-

fore renew the ufual neglecled declaration, " He fits

upon a throne of grace." Let mc once more in his

name proclaim reconciliation I reconciliation ! in your

ears, and invite you to return to your allegiance. Lay
down your arms, forfake your fins. Llaften, hafi:eii

to him. The fword of his juftice nov/ hangs over

your heads while I am managing the treaty with you ;

and therefore delay not. Yield! yield, or die; fur-

render, or perifii ; for you have no other alternative.

Submit, and you may join the general joy at his go-
vernment. You upon earth, and devils and damned
ghofts in hell, are the only beings that areforry for it;

but upon your fubmiffion your forrow fiiall be turned

into joy, and you fiiall exult when the Lord of all comes

to judge the world zvith righteoujiiefs, and the peoplewitb

his truth. Pfalm xcvi. 13.

Ggg SERMON



SERMON XVII.

The Name of God proclaimed by himfelf.

ExoD. xxxiiK iS, 19. And be /aid, I hefeech thee^Jhew

7r.e thy glory. And he /aid^ I will 'make all 7ny good-'

ftejs pafs before thee., and I will proclaim the 'name of
the Lord before thee—

WITH
Chap, xxxiv. 6, 7. And the hord faffed by before him.,

and proclaimed^ The Lord., the Lord God., merciful

and gracious., long-fiiffering^ and abundant in goodnefs

and truth •, keeping mercy for thoufands., forgiving in-

iquity and tranfgreffion and fin., and that will by no

means clear the guilty.

IT is a very natural and proper inquiry for a creature,

" Where is God my Maker ?" And an heart that

loves him muft long to know more of him, and is

ever ready to join with Mofes in his petition, Shew me.,

I pray thce^ thy glory; or, " Reveal thyfelf to me."
That thou art^ I infer from my own exiftence, and

from thy numerous works ail around me ; and that

thou art glorious., I learn from the difplay of thy per-

feftions in thy vaft creation, and in the government
of the world thou hafi: made. But, alas ! how fmaU
a portion of God is known in the earth .^ How faint-

ly does thy glory jfhine in the feeble eyes of mortals ?

My knowledge of things in the prefent ftate of fle/h,

and blood depends in a great meafure upon the fenfes;

but God is a fpirit invifible to eyes of flefh, and im-

perceptible through the grofs medium of fenfation.

How and wlien fhall I know thee as thou art, thou

great, thou dear unknown ? In what a ftrange fitua-

tion am I ! I am furrounded with thy omniprefence,

yet
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yet I cannot perceive thee : thou art as near me as I

am to myfelfi " thou knov/eft my rifing up and my
fitting down J thou underrtandeft my thoughts afar

ofFj thou penetrateft my very eflence, and knoweft

me altogether. Pfalm cxxxix. 2, &c." But to me
thou dwelleft in impervious darknefs, or, which is the

fame, in light inaccefTible. that I knew where I
mightfind him ! Behold Igo forward,' but he is not there ;

and backward^ but I cannot perceive him : on the left

handy where he doth work, but I cannot behold him:

he hideth himflf on the right hand, that 1 cannot fee him.

Job xxiii. 3, 8, 9. I fee his perfedions beaming upon
me from all his works, and his providence ever-aftivq:

ruling the vail: univerle, and diffufing life, motion,

and vigour through the whole : the virtue of his wif-

dom, power, and goodnefs,

Warms in the fun, refrefiies in the breeze;

Glows in the ftars, and bloffoms in the trees

;

Lives in all life, extends through all extent

;

Spreads undivided, operates unfpcnt j

Infpires our foul, informs our vital part.

—

Pope.

But where is the g;reat Ao-ent himfelf ? Thefe are

his works, and they are glorious; " in v/ifdom has he

made them all," but where is the divine Artificer ?

From thefe difplays of his glory, which {rrike my
{enfes, I derive fome ideas of him-, but O ! how faint

and glimmering ! how unlike to the all-perfed; Arche-
type and Original ! I have alfo heard of him by the

hearino" of the ear : I read his ov/n defcripticns of him-
felf in his word -, I contemplate the reprefentations he
has given of himfelf in his oidinances •, and thefe are

truly glorious, but thev are adapted to the dark and
groveling minds of mortals in this obfcure region, and
fall infinitely fhort of the original glory. I can think

of him i I can love him; I can converfe and carry on
a fpiritual intercourfe with him ; I feel him v/crkin^

in my heart-, I receive fenfible communications of love

and grace from him -, I dv;ell at times with unknown
delight in the contemplation of his glory, and am

traiifporte4
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tranfported with the furvcy : but, alas ! I cannot fully

know him \ I cannot dive deep into this myftery of
glory : my fenfes cannot perceive him ; and my intel-

leftual powers in the prefent ftate are not qualified to

converfe v/ith fpiritual objects, and form a full ac-

quaintance with them. O ' if it v/culd pleafe my God
to fhew me his glory in its full luftre ! O that he
would reveal himfclf to me fo as that my fenfes may
affift my mind -. if fuch a manner of revelation be pof-

fible

!

Such thoughts as thefe mjay naturally rife in our

minds ; and probably forne fuch thoughts poffefled

the. mind of Mofes, and were the occaiion of his re-

queil:, / hefeech theejhew me thy ^ lory.

Thefe chapters v/hence we have taken our fubieft

of difcourfe, prefent us with tranfadions that mint

feem very ftrange and incredible to a mind that knov/s

nothing of communion with the Father of Spirits, and

that is furnifned only with modern ideas.

Here is, not an angel, but a manj not a creature

only but a finner, a (inner once as depraved as ourfelves,

in intimate audience with the Deity. Jehovah fpeaks

to him face to face^ as a man fpeaketh to his friend.

Mofes ufes his interefc in favour of a rebellious peo-

ple, and it was fo great that he prevailed : nay, to

fhew the force of his interceliions, and to give him an

encouragement to ufe them, God condefcends to re-

prefent himfelf as retrained by this importunate peti-

tioner, and unable to punifn the ungrateful Ifraelites,

v/hile Mofes pleaded for them. Let me alone., fays he,

that my zvratb may isoax hot agcdnfi this people., that I
may conftime them. Exod. xxxii. 10. Mofes urges pe-

tition upon petition -, and he obtains bleffing upon

bleffing, as though God could deny nothing to fuch a

favourite. He iird: deprecates the divine wrath, that

it might not immediately break out upon the Ifraelites,

and cut them oft, verfes 11— 14. When he has gaia-

ed this point, he advances farther, and pleads that

God would be their Condudlor through the v/ildernefs.
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as he had been till that time, and lead them into the

promifed land. In this article God feems to put him
ofF, and to devolve the work of conducting them
upon himfelfi but Mofes, fenfible that he was not

equal to it, inlifts upon the requeft, and with a iacred

dexterity urges the divine promifes to enforce it. Je-

hovah at length appears, as it were, partly prevailed

upon, and promifes to fend his angel before him as

his guide. Chap, xxxii. 34. andxxxiii. 2, But alas!

an angel cannot fill up his place; and Mofes renews

his petition to the Lord, and humbly tells him that he

had rather ftay, or even die where they were in the

wildernefs, than go up to the promifed land without

him. If thy -prefence go not with me^ carry us not up

hence^ chap, xxxiii. 15. *'- alas ! the company of an

angel, and the pofieffion of a land flowing v/ith milk

and honey will not fatisfy us without thyfelf." His
prayers prevail for this blslTmg alfo, and Jehovah will

not deny him any thing. O the furprifing prevalency

of faith ! O the efScacy of the fervent prayer of a

righteous man !

And now, when his people are reftored unto the

divine favour, and God has engaged to go with them,

has Mofes any thing more to afk } Yes, he found

he had indeed great intereft with God, 'and O ! he
loved him, and longed, and languiHied for a clearer

knowledge of him : he found that after all his friend-

ly interviews and conferences he knew but little of his

glory; and now, thought he, it is a proper time to

put in a petition for this manifeftation ; who knows
but it may be granted I Accordingly he prays with

a mixture of filial boldnefs and trembling modefty, /
hejeech thce^ fhew 'me thy glory : that is to fay, " Now
I am in converfe with thee, I perceive thou art the

moft glorious of all beings; but it is but little of thy

glory I as yet know. O ! is it poffible for a guilty

mortal to receive clearer difcoveries of it ? If fo, I

pray thee flivour me with a more -full and bright viev/."

This petition is alfo granted, and the Lord promifes

him.
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him, I will make all my goodnefs pafs before thee, and I
willproclaim the name of the Lord before thee.

That you may the better underftand this flrange

hiftory, I would have you obferve a few things.

I ft, In the earlier ages of the world it was a very

common thing for God to afiume fome vifible form,

and in it to converfe freely with his fervants. Of this

you frequently read in the hiftory of the patriarchs,

particularly of Adam, Abraham, Jacob, &c. It is

alfo a tradition almoft univerfally received in all ages,

and among all nations, that God has fometimes ap-

peared in a fcnfible form to mortals. You can hardly

meet with one heathen writer but what you will find

in him fome traces of this tradition. Upon this, in

particular, are founded the many extravagant ftories

of the poets concerning the appearances of their gods.

Had there been no original truth in fome appearances

of the true God to men, there would have been no
colour for fuch fables ; for they v/ould have evidently

appeared ground lefs and unnatural to every reader.

This tradition therefore was no doubt originally de-

rived from the appearances of the Deity in a corpo-

real form in early ages.* Sometimes God aflumed

an human fhape, and appeared as a man. Thus he

appeared to Abraham, in company with two angels.

Gqvl. xviii. and that good patriarch entertained them
with food as travellers j yet one of them is repeatedly

ftiled the Lord, or Jehovah, the incommunicable name
of God; fee verfes 13, 20, 22, 26, &c. and fpeaks

in a language proper to him only, verfes 14, 21, &c.

Sometimes

* Thefc appearances were probably made in the perfon of the

San, and might be intended as a prelude orearnell: of his afTuming

human nature, in the falnefs cf tiKie, and his du'cHing among mor-

tals. He was the immediate Agent in the creation of the world ;

and the Father devolved upon him the whole ceconomy of Provi-

dence from the beginning ; and hefice he had frequent occafions to

appear on fome grand defign. Ic cannot feem incredible that he

fliould thus alfamc iome vifible form, to fuch as believe that God
was at length really mantfejied in the flejh % for this temporary appa-

rent incarn.uion cannot hi deemed more ftrange than his really be-

ing made f.ejlj, end dn.<jelliftg amotig us.
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Sometimes he appeared as a vilible brightnefs, or a

body of light, or in fome other feniible form of nia-

jefty and glory. Thus he was {ttn by Mofes in the

bufh as a burning fire ; thus he attended the Ifraelites

through the wildernefs, in the fymbol of fire by night,

and a cloud by day ; and thus he often appeared in

the tabernacle, and at the dedication of Solomon's

temple, in fome fenfible form of glorious brightnefs,

which the Jews called the Sckcchinah ; and looked upon
as a certain fymbol of the divine prefence.

2dly, You arc to obferve that God, who is a fpirit,

cannot be perceived by the fenfes •, nor were thefe fen-

fible forms intended to reprefent the divine efience,

which is wholly immaterial. You can no mere fee

God than you can fee your own foul; and a bodily

form can no more reprefent his nature than fnape or

colour can reprefent a thought, or the affedion of

love. Yet,

.qdly. It muft be allowed that majefiic and glorious

emblems, or reprefentations of God exhibited to the

fenfes, may help to raife our ideas of him. "When the

fenfes and the imagination afiift the power of pure

underftanding, its ideas are more lively and imprefiive

:

and though no fenfible reprefentations can bear any

ftridl refemblance to the divine nature, yet they may
ftrike our minds deeply, and fill them with images of

grandeur and majefty. V/hen I fee a magnificent pa-'

lace, it naturally tends to give me a great idea of the

owner or builder. The retinue and pomp of kings,

their glittering crcv/ns, fceptres, and other regalia,

tend to infpire us with ideas of majefty. In like man-

ner, thofe fenfible reprefentations of Deity, efpecially

when attended v/ith fome rational defcriptions oi the

divine nature, may help us to form higher conceptions

of the glory of God : and the want of fuch reprefen-

tations may occafion lefs reverence and awe. For in-

ftance, had the defcription of the Deity, the Lord God

merciful and gracious, &c. been only fuggefted to the

mind of Mofes as an objed of calm contemplation, it

would
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Would not have ftruck him with fuch profound rever-

ence, nor given him fuch clear or impreffive ideas as

when it was proclaimed with a loud, majeftjc voice,

and attended v/ith a vifible glory too bright for mor-

tal eyes. Human nature is of fuch a make, that it

cannot but be affected with things of this nature.

Consider the matter well in the light which I have

fet it, and you may fee fomething of the propriety and

good tendency of thefe appearances, and at the fame

time guard yourfelves againft miftakes. Let me now
give you what I apprehend the true hiftory of this re-

markable and illuilrious appearance of God to Mofes.

Mofes had enjoyed frequent interviews with God,
and feen many fymbols of his prefence and reppefenta-

tions of his glory; but he ftill finds his knowledge of

him very defeftive, and apprehends that God might

give him fome reprefentation of his glory more ft; ik-

ing and illuftrious than any he had feen. Therefore,

finding that now he was in great favour with him, he

humbly moves this petition, / befeech theejhew me thy

glory ; " give me fome more full and majeftic repre-

fentation of thy glory than I have hitherto feen." The
Lord anfvv'ers him, " I will caufe all my goodnefs,"

that is, a glorious, vifible reprefentation of my good-

nefs, which is, " my glory, to pafs before thee," which

mav ftrike thy fenfes, and make them the medium of

conveying to thy mind more illuftrious and majeftic

ideas of my glory. And as no fenfible forms can fully

reprefent the fpiritual effence and perfedions of my
nature, while I caufe a vifible reprefentation of my
glory to pafs before thee, I will at the fame time pro-

claim the name of the Lord,* and defcribe fome of the

principal perfedions which conftitute my glory and

goodnefs.

* The LXX render tlie paflage, I wjill callhy my name, the Lord,

he/ore thee. And this is the moft literal tranflation of the Hebrew

:

they are rendered, Indamaho nominatim Jehonja ante faciem tuam,

by Junius and Tremcllius. According to this veiTion the fenic

feems to be, " When the fymbol of my glory is paffing by, I will

give thee notice, and call by my name the Lord, that I may no!

pafs by unobferved."
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goodnefs. But fo bright will be the luftre of thrit form
which I ihall aillime, that thou art not able to fee mv
face, or the moft fplendid part of the reprefentation -,

the glory is too bright to be beheld by any mortal,

ver. 2C. But there is a place in a rock, where thou

mavefc \yaic, and I willcaft darknefs over it till the

brighteft part of the form of glory in which I flialt

appear is pafied by, and then I will open a medium
of light, and tht;u (halt fee my back parts ; that is,

tliofe parts of the reprefentation which are lefs illuftri-

ous, and which pafs by h{\: the glory of thefe thou

fhaltbe enabled to bear, bt!t my face fhall not be {<:Qn.''^

Ver. 2-—23.

Thus' God condefcended to promife- and wr.en.

matters were duly prepared, he performs his enga2;e-

ment. The Lord afilimed a vifihle tonn of J^iory,

and pjJJ'ed by before kirn ^ aiid proclaimed his name^ which
includes his perfections. Things are known by their

names, and God is known by liis attributes, therefore

his nam.e includes his attiibutes. The proclamation

ran in this auguft ftyle, Tl^ Lord^ the Lord God^ iner-

cifuUand gracious^ long-fuffering^ abundant in goodnefs

and truths keeping mercy for thoiifands^ forgiving ini-

quity^ tranfgrejfion^ and /in. Mofes was ftruck with
reverence and admiration, and bowed and worfnipped.

My prefent deiign is to explain the feveral names
and perfections here afcribed co God, and fliew that

they all concur to conftitute his goodnefs. For yoii

muft obferve this is the ccnnetflion. Mofes prays for

a view of God's glory, God promifes him a view of
his goodnefs, which intimates that his goodnefs is his

glory; and when he defcribes his goodnefs, what is

the defcription ? It h the Lord., the Lord God.^ merci-

ful and gracious^ long -fiiffering., abundant in goodnefs and
truth, keeping* mercy for thoufands^ forgiving iniquity^

Yihh. tranfgrcjfion.^

* The Hebrews obrerve, that the fird letter of the word tranf-

hted keepings is much larger than ufuai ; which flicws that a parti-

cular emphafis is to be laid upon it; as if he fhould fay, •' I, molt

llriflly and richly keep mercy for thoufaiids j the treafure is immewfs,
<«nd can never be 'jxhavjted."
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tranfgreffion, andfin. That tliefe attributes belong to

his goodiiefs we eafily and naturally conceive > but

what fhall we think of his punitive juftice, that awful

and tremendous attribute, the objedl of terror and

averfion to finners ? Is that a part of his goodnefs

too ? Yes, when God caufes his goodnefs to pafs be-

fore iVlofes, he proclaims as one part of it, that he

will by no means clear the guilty j and thai he vifits the

iniquities of the fathers upon the children to the third and

fourth generation. This awful attribute is an impor-

tant part of his goodnefs, and v/ithout it he could not

be good, amiable, or glorious.

1 am now about to enter upon a fubjedl the moft

fublime, auguft, and important, that can come within

the compafs of human or angelic minds, the name and

perfections of the infinite and ever-glorious God. I

attempt it with trembling and reverence, and I forefee

I fhall finifh it with fname and confufion: for who by

fearching can find out God ? who can find out the Almigh-

ty unto perfe^ion? Job xi. 7. The queftion of Agar
mortifies the pride of human knowledge ; What is his

name.) or what is his fin's nanie^ if thou canfi tell? Prov.

XXX. 4. Siuch knowledge is too wonderful for me \ it is

high, I cannot attain unto it. Pfalm cxxxix. 6. // is as

high as Heaven., what can I know? deeper than hell,

what can I do? the meafure thereof is longer than the

earth., and broader than the fia. Job xi. 8, 9. Lend
me your ikill, ye angels, v/ho have (t&w his face with-

out intermiffion from the firft moment of your happy
exiilencs •, or ye faints above, thcLtfee him as he is^ and

know even as you are known, infpire me with your ex-

alted ideas, and teach me your ceieftial language, while

I attempt to bring Heaven down to earth, and reveal

its glories to the eyes ot mortals. In vain I ajfk ; their

knowledge is incommunicable to the inhabitants of

flefti, and none but immortals can learn the language

of immortality. But v/hy do I afk of them .^ O thou

Father of angels and of meny who canfi perfe^ thy

fraife even out of the mouths of babes and fuckiings, and

who
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who canft open all the avenues of knowledge and pour

thy glory upon created minds, do thou lliine into my
heart, to give me the light of the knowledge of thy

glory : / befeech theejhew me thy glory ; caufe it to fhine

upon my underftanding, while I try to difplay it to thy

people, that they may behold, adore, and love.

As to you, my brethren, I folicit your moil folemn

and reverential attention, while I would lead you into

the knowledge of the Lord your Maker. One would

think a kind of filial curiofity would infpire you with

eager defires to be acquainted with your divine Parent

and original. You would not be willing to worfliip

you know not what, or, with the Athenians, adore an

unknown Ciod. Do you not long to know the greateft

and beft of beings, the glimmerings of whofe glory

fhine upon you from Heaven and earth ? Would you

not know him in whofe prefence you hope to dwell and

be happy for ever and ever ? Come then, be all av/e

and attention, while I proclaim to you his name and

perfedions, The Lord^ the Lord God, merciful and gra-

cious, long-fuffering, and abundant in goodnefs and truth-,

keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, tranfgref-

fion, and fin.

We may be fure God has affumed to himfelf fuch

names as are beft adapted to defcribe his nature, as far

as mortal language can reach. And every thing belong-

ing to him is {o dear and important, that his very name
deferves a particular confideration. This is not to make
empty criticifms upon an arbitrary, unmeaning found,

but to derive uieful knovv'ledge from a word of the

greateft emphafis and f.gnificancy.

The firft name, in the order of the text, and in its

own dignity, is, the Lord, or Jehovah , a name here

twice repeated, to fhew its importance, the Lord, the

Lord, or Jehovah, Jehovah. This is a name peculiar

to God, and incommunicable to the moft exalted crea-

ture. The apoftle tells us, 'There are Gods many, and

Lords many, i Cor. viii. 5. Magiftrates in particular

re {<^ called, becaufe their authority is fome ihadow of

the

Ml W
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the divine authority. But the name Jehovah, v»^hich

is rendered Lord in my text, and in all thofe places in

the Bible where it is written in capitals, I fay, this name
Jehovah is appropriated to the Supreme Being, and

never applied to any other. He claims it to himfelf,

as his' peculiar glorv. Thus in Pfalm Ixxxiii. ver. i8.

Thou^ whojc name akne is Jehovah^ art the Moji High

over all the earth. And in Ifaiah xlii. ver. 8. 1 am the

Lord^ or (as it is in the original) Jeho-uah; that is my
name, my proper incommunicable name, and my glwy
'will I not give to another ; that is, I will not allow ano-

ther to fnare with me in the glory of wearing this name.

Thus alfo in Amos vi. ver. 13. Lo^ he that formeth the

'lUGuntains^ and createth the ivind^ that declareth to man
ivhat is in his thoughts^ dec. the Lord^ the God of Hofs,
is his name., his diftinguifhing, appropriated name.
There m.uil therefore be (bmething peculiarly facred

and figniiicant in this name, fince it is thus incommu-
nicably appropriated to the only one God.
The Jev/s had fu'ch a prodigious veneration for this

name as amounted to a fuperllitious excefs. They call

it " That name," by way of dirtindion, " The great

name, the glorious name, the appropriated name, the

unutterable name, the expounded name,"^'' becaufe

they never pronounced it, except in one inftance, which

I fliall mention prefently, but always expounded it by

jfome other: thus when the name Jehovah occurred in

the Old I'eflament, they aUvays read it Adonai^ or

Eijhtm, the ufual aiid lefs facred names, v/hich we tranf-

Jatc Lord God. It was never pronounced by the Jews
in reading, prayer, or the mofc folemn a6t of wor-

fnip, much lefs in common converfation, except once

a year, on the great day of atonem.ent, and then only

by the high prieu: in the fanduary, in pronouncing

she benedic'lion; but at all other times, places and oc-

cailons, and to all other perfons;, the pronunciation

was

* They aKii diftinguifh it by tlic name of the four letters that

comp'ifed it, jodh, he, 'vau, he : and iicncs the Greeks called it th^

four-icttcred Na:!'.et Sec Baxtorr
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was deemed unlawful. The bencdicflion was that

which you read in Numbers vi. verfes 24, 25, 26.

where the name Jehovah is thrice repeated-in the He-
brew, Jehovah hlefs ihee^ and keep tkce : Jehovah make

his face to jhine upon thec^ and be gracious to thee : Je-

hovah lift up the light of his countenance upon thee^ and

give thee peace. VvThen this venerable name was pro- •

nounced upon this occanon, we are told by the Jcv/ifh

rabbies, " that all the vaft congregation then prefent

bowed the knee, and fell down in the humbled prof-

tration, crying out, Blejj'ed be his glorious name for ever

and ever. They fuppofed this name had a miraculous

virtue in it, and that by it Mofes and others wrought

fuch wonders : nay, fo great was their fuperftition,

that they thought it a kind of charm or magical word,

and that he that had it about him, and knew its true

pronunciation and virtue, could perform the moft fur-

prifing things, and even fhake heaven and earth.*

I do not mention thefe things with approbation,

but only to fhew that there is fomething peculiarly

iignificant, important, and facred in this name, from

whence the Jews took occaiion for fuch extravagant

notions: and this will appear from its etymology. You
knov/ it is not my ufual method to carry a great quan-

tity of learned difquifition with me into the pulpit, or

to fpend your time in trifling, pedantic criticifms upon
words, which may indeed have a fhew of literature,

and amufe thofe who admire what they do not under-

ftand, but can anfvver no valuable end in a popular au-

dience. However, at prefent I muil take the liberty

of fhev/ing you the original meaning of ihz name Jc^

hovah^ that I may thoroughly explain my text, and

that you may knov/ the import of a name that will

occur

* This name kamz not to have been unknown scong other na-

tions. Hence probably is derived the name jovis, jo've, the Latin

name for the lupreme God. And it is probablv in allufion to this

that Varro fays, " Denm JudjEorum cffe Jovem." The Moors alfo

call God yubc.h, and the Mahometans //w^; which in their l;;n^u:ige

fignifies the fame with Jehovah, namely, He ivho is. See Univ.

Ziift. Vol. III. p. 35;, note 1.
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occur fo often to you in reading your bibles ; for, as I

told you, v/herever you meet with the word Lord in

large letters, it is always Jehovah in the original.

The name Jehovah is derived from the Hebrew
verb, to be; nnd therefore the meaning of the word

Jehovah is, "The exijlent^ the beings or He that is. Thus
it feems explained in Exodus iii. ver. 14. / am that

J am^ or, " I am becaufe I am^" that is, I exift, and

have being in and of myfelf without dependence upon
any caufe ; and my exiftence or being is always the

fame, unchangeable and eternal. St. John well ex-

plains this name by the Who is, who zvas, and who is

to come -, or, as the paflage might be rendered, " The
prefent Being, the paft Being, and the future Being ;'*

or, The Being that is, the Being that was, and the

Being that will be , that is, the perpetual, the eter-

nal, and unchangeable Being. I fhall only obferve

farther, that Jehovah is not a relative, but an abfolute

Hame: there is no pronoun or relative word that is

ever joined with it: we can fay. My Lord, our Lord,

our God, &c. but the Hebrews never fay or write,

My Jehovah, our Jehovah, &c. fo that this name
reprefents him as he is in himfelf, without any rela-

tion to his creatures, as he would have been if they

had never exiiled. He would ftill have been the Be-

ing, the abfolute, independent cxiftent, in which view

he has nothing to do with his creatures, and can fuf~

tain no relation to them.

From this pame, thus explained, we learn the fol-

lowing glorious, incommunicable perfections of God 5

that he is felf-exiftent and independent ; that his be-

ing is neceffary ; that he is eternal j and that he is un-

changeable.

While I am about to enter upon thefe fubjedts, I

feem to ftan;! upon the brink of an unbounded, fa-

thomlefs ocean, and tremble to launch into it •, but,

under the condudl of fcripture and humble reafon, let

us make the adventure; for it is an happinefs to be

l.pil and fwaliowed up in fuch an ocean of perfedioii,

L The.
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I. TJie name Jehovah implies that God is Jelf-

exijieni and independent. I do not mean by this that

he produced himfelf, for that would be a dire6t con-

tradidtion, and fuppofe him to exift, and not to exiffc

at the fame time : but I mean that the reafon and

ground of his exiftence is in his own nature, and does'

not at all depend upon any thing befides. Being is

eflential to him. He contains an infinite fulnefs of

being in himfelf, and no other being has contributed

in the leaft towards his exiftence ; and hence with

great propriety he afllunes that ftrange name, I am.

He is Being throughout, perfedlly and univerfally

vital \ and the reafon of this is entirely within his

Own nature.

How glorious is he dlftinguifhed in this refpefc from,

all other beings, even the mod illuflrious and power-

ful ! Time was, when they were nothing. Angels.

and archangels, men and beafts, fun, moon, and ftars

;

in fnort, the whole univerfe befides were once nothings

had no being at all : and what was the reafon that they

ever came into being ? Certainly it was not In them :

when they were nothing there was no reafon at all in

them why they fnould ever be fomething •, for In not

being, there can be no reafon or ground for being.

The mere pleafure of God, the fiat of this felf-exifting

Jehovahy is the only reafon and fole caufe of their

exiftence. If it had not been for him, they would
have continued nothing as they were: their being

therefore is entirely precarious, dependent, and wholly

proceeds from a caufe without themfelves. But Je-
hovah glories in an unborrowed, underived, indepen-

dent being. "Whatever he is, it is his own •, he owes
it only to himfelf. What a glorious Being is this

!

how infinitely different from and fuperior to the whole
fyftem of creatures 1 Are you not already conftrained

to bow the knee before him, and wonder, adore, and
love ? But,

II. Hence it follov/s that his exiftence is necefTary ;

that is,, it is impolfible for him not to he. His being

does
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does not depend upon any thing without him, nor

does it depend upon his own arbitrary will, but it is

efiential to his nature. That he ihould not be is as

great an impoffibility as that two and two ihould not

make four. It is impoffible that any thing fhould be

more clofely connefted with any thing than being is

with his eflence, and it is impoffible any thing fhould

be more oppofite to any thing than he is to non-exift-

ence. Since he received his being from nothing with-

out himfeif, and fince the reafon of his exigence is not

derived from any otJier, it follows, that urJefs he ex:(ls

by the neceffity of his own nature, he muft exift with-

out any neceffity; that is, without any reafon at all,

which is the fame as to fay that nothing is tlie caufe

or ground of his exiftence •, and v/hat imagination can

be more abfurd o'' His being therefore muii exift by
an abfolute, independent neceffify.

What a glorious Being i? this ' hov/ infinitely dif-

tant fi-ora nothing, or a poffibility of not being ! V/hat

an unbounded fund of exiftence, v/hat an immenfe
ocean of Beins; i? here ! Alas I Vv-hat are v/e, what is

the v/hole univerfe befides in this comparifon ? They
are nothings lefs than nothin^^ and vanity. Our being

IS not only derived but arbitrary, depending entirely

upon' the mere pleafure of Jehovah. There was no
jvecefllty from our nature that we Hiould be at all •, and

now there is no neccffitv that we fhould continue to be.

If we exift, it is not owing to us. " He made us,

and not wz curfelves^" and if v/e fliali contmue to be

for ever, it is not ov/ing to a fund of being v/ithin

ourfelves, but to the fame God who firft formed us.

It is but lately fince we fprung from nothing, and

how near are we ftill to the confines of nothing ! We
hang over the dreadful gulph of annihilation by a flen-

der thread of being fuftained by the felf-originated

Jehovah. Remove him, take away his agency, and

imiverfal nature finks into nothing at once. Take
nv/ay the root, and the branches wither: dry up the

fountain, and the ftreams ceafe. If any of you are

fuch
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fuch fools as to wifh in your hearts there were no Godj,

you imprecate annihilation upon the whole univerfe

;

you wifh total deftrudion to yourfelf and every thing

elfe; you wifh the extinction of all being. All depend

upon God, the uncaufcd caufe, the only necefiary

Being. Suffer me here to make a digrciTion. Is this

the God whom the daring fons of men fo much forget,

difhonour, and difobey ^ Are they fo entirely depen-

dent upon him, and yet carelefs how they behave to-

wards him, carelefs whether they love and pleafe him ?

Do they owe their Being and their all entirely to him ?

And are they wholly in his hand ? What then do they

mean by withholding their thoughts and affedlions from
him, breaking his laws and neglefting his gofpel ?

Can you find a name for fuch a condu6l .'' Would it

not be entirely incredible did we not fee it with our

eyes all around us ? Sinners, what mean you by this

Gondu6t ? Let the infant rend the womb that conceived

it, or tear the breads that cherifh it; go, poifon or

deftroy the bread that fhould feed you ; dry up the

ftreams that fhould allay your thirft ; flop the breath

that keeps you in life : do thefe things, or do any
thing, but O ! do not forget, difobey, and provoke
thQ very Father of your being, to whom you owe it

that you are not as much nothing now as you were ten

thoufand years ago, and on whom you depend, not

only for this and that mercy, but for your very being,

every moment of your exifbence, in time and eternity.

He can do very well without you, but O what are you
without him ! a flream without a fountain, a branch

without a root, an effeft without a caufe, a mere blank,

a nothing-. He indeed is felf-fufhcient and felf-exifiient.

It is nothing to him, as to his exiftence, whether cre-

ation exifls or not. Let men and angels, and every

creature fink to nothing, from whence they came, his

being is ftill fecure : he enjoys an unprecarious being

of his own, neceffarily, unchangeably, and eternally

cxiflent. Men and angels bow the knee, fall proflrate

and adore before this Being of beings. How mean
I i i are
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.

are you in his prefetice ! what poor, arbitrary, depen-
dent, perifning creatures ! what ihadows of exiftcnce

!

what mere nothings ! And is it not fit you {hould

humbly acknowledge it ? Can there be any thing more
unnatural, any thing more foolifh, any thing more au-

dacioufly v/icked, than to negieft or contemn fuch a

Being, the Being of beings, the Being that includes

all being? I can hardly bear up ui:der the horror of

the thought,

III. The name Jehovah implies that God is eter-

nal ; that is, he always was, is, and ever will be. From
€ve?'lajling to everlafiing he is God. Pfalm xc. 2. This
is his grand peculiar, he only hath immortality, 2 Tim.
vi. 1 6.- in a full and abfolute fenfe. Men and angels

indeed are immortal, but it is but a kind of half-eter-

nity they enjoy. They once were nothing, and con-

tinued in that fhate through an eternal duration. But
as Jehovah never will have an end, fo he never had a

beginning. This follows from his neceflary felf-exift-

ence. If the reafon of his exiftence be in himfelf,

then unlefs he always exifiied he never could exift, for

nothinf^ Vv^ithout himfelf could caufe him to exift. And
if he exifts by abfolute neceftlty, he muft always exift,

for abfolute necelllty is ahvays the fame, without any

relation to time or place. Therefore he always was,

and ever will be.

And v/hat a wonderful Being is this ! a Being un-

begun, and that can never have an end ! a Being pof-

fefled of a complete, entire eternity. Here, my bre-

thren, let your thoughts take wing, and fly backward

and forv/ard, and fee if you can trace his exiftence.

Fly back in thought about fix thoufand years, and all

nature, as far as appears to us, was a mere blank ; no

heaven nor earth, no men nor angels. But ftill the

great Eternal lived, lived alone, felf-fufficient and felf-

happy. Fly forv/ard in thought as far as the confla-

gration, and you will fee the heavens dijfolving, and the

earth and the things that are therein burnt up : but ftill

Jehovah lives unchangeable, and abfolutely indepen-

dent.
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dent. Exert all the powers of number, add centuries

to centuries, thoufands to thoufands, millions to mil-

lions, fly back, back, back as far as thought can pof-

iibly carry you, ftill Jehovah exifts-, nay, you are even,

then as far from the firft moment of his exiftence as

you are now, or ever can be. Take the fame profpeft

before you, and you will find the King eternal and nn-

mortal ftill the fame : he is then no nearer an end than

at the creation, or millions of ages before it.

What a glorious Being is this ! Here again, let

men and angels, and all the offspring of time bow the

knee and adore. Let them lofe them.felves in this ocean,

and fpend their eternity in extatic admiration and lov^

of this eternal Jehovah.

O ! what a glorious portion is he to his people !

Your earthly enjoyments may pafs avv'ay like a (hadow j

your friends die, yourfelves muft die, and heaven and

earth may vanifh like a dream, but your God lives I

he lives for ever, to give you an happinefs equal to

your immortal duration. Therefore, kiejjed, blejjed is

ihe^people ischofe God is the Lord I

But O ! let finners, let wicked men and devils trem-

ble before him, for how dreadful an enemy is an eter-

nal God ! He lives for ever to punifh you. He lives

for ever to hate your fin, to refent your rebellion, and

to difplay his juftice •, and while he lives you muft be

miferable. What a difmal fituaticn are you in, when
the eternal exiftence of Jehovah is aninexhauftible fund

of terror to you ! O how have you inverted the order

of things, when you have made it your intereft that

the Fountain c>i beuip- ftiould ceafe to be, and that

wifh him yourfelves and all other creaturi^s ftiould va-

nifii into nothing ! Vv^hat a m.alignant thing is fin,

that m.akes exiftence acurfe, and univerfal annihilation

a bleftlng ! What a ftrange region is hell, \yhere be-

ing, fo fweet in itfelf, and the capacity of all enjoy-

ments, is become the moft intolerable burden, and

every wifti is an imprecation of univerfal annihilation !

Sinners, you have now time to confider thefe miferies

and
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and avoid them, and will you be {o fenfelcfs and fool-

hardy as to rufh headlong into them ? O ! if you were

but fenfible v/hat will be the confequcnces of your con-

dud: in a few years, you would not need perfuafions

to reform it: but O the fatal blindnefs and ftupidity

of mortals, who will not be convinced of thefe things

till the convi(5lion be too late I

IV. The name Jehovah implies that God is un-

changeable, or always the fame. If he exifls neceiTa-

rily, he muft always necefiarily be what he is, and can-

not be any thing elfe. He is dependent upon none,

and therefore he can be fubjed to no change from ano-

ther •, and he is infinitely perfect, and therefore cannot

defire to change himfelf. So that he muil be always

the fame through all duration, from eternity to" eterni-

ty ; the fame not only as to his being, but as to his

perfetflions ; the fime in power, wifdom, goodnefs,

juftice, and happinefs. Thus he reprefents himfelf in

iiis word, as the Father of lights^ with whom there is

710 variahlenefs^ nor (Joadow of turnings James i. 17. the

fame yefierday^ to-day\ and for ever, Heb. xiii. 8.

—

What a diftinguifhing perfedion is this I and indeed

it is in Jehovah only that immutability can be a per-

fedion. The mod; excellent creature is capable of

progrefTive improvements, and feems intended for it;

and to fix fucli a creature at firll: in an immutable ftate,

would be to limit and reftrain it from higher degrees

of perfedion, and keep it always in a ftate of infancy.

But Jehovah is abfolutely, completely, and infinitely

perfed, at the higheft fummit of all polTible excellen-

cy, infinitely beyond any addition to his perfedlion,

and abfolutely incapable of improvement ; and confe-

quently as there is no room for, fo there is no need of

a cliange in him; and his immutability is a perpetual,

invariable continuance in the higheft degree of excel-

lency, and therefore the higheft perfedlon. He is the

caufe and the fpedator of an endlefs variety of changes

in the univerfe, v/ithout the leaft change in himfelf,

lie fees worlds fpringing into being, cxifting a while,

and
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and then difTolving. He fees kingdoms and empires

forming, rifing, and rufhing headlong to ruin. He
changes the times and the feafons; refnoveih kings, and

be fetteth up kings, Dan. ii. 21. and he fees the fickle-

nefs and vicifiitudes of mortals ; he fees generations

upon generations vanifhing like fucceffive fhadows

;

he fees them now wife, now foolifh-, now in purfuit

of one thing, now of another; now happy, now mi-

ferable, and in a thoufand different forms. He fees

the revolutions in nature, the fucceffions of the fea-

fons, and of night and day. Thefe and a thoufand

other alterations he beholds, and they are all produc-

ed or permitted by his all-ruling Providence ; but all

thefe make no change in him ; his being, his perfec-

tions, his counfels, and his happinefs are invariably

and eternally the fame. He is not wife, good, juft,

or happy only at times, but he is equally, fieadily,

and immutably fo through the whole of his infinite

duration. O how unlike the fleeting offspring of time,

and efpecially the changing race of man !

Since Jehovah is thus confl:ant and unchangeable,

how worthy is he to be chofen as our befl friend ! You
that love him need fear no change in him. They are

not fmall matters that will turn his heart from you

:

his love is fixed with judgment, and he never will fee

reafon to reverfe it: it is not a tranfient fit of fondnefs,

but it is deliberate, calm, and fleady. You may fafe-

ly truft your all in his hands, for he cannot deceive

you i and whatever or whoever fail you, he will not.

You live in a fickle, uncertain world -, your beft friends

may prove treacherous or cool towards you; all your

earthly comforts may wither and die around you •, yea,

heaven and earth may pafs away -, but your God is ftill

the fame. He has affured you of it with his own
mouth, and pointed out to you the happy confequence

of it, / am the Lord Jehovah, fays he, / change not ;

therefore ye Jons of Jacob are not confiimed. Mai. iii. 6.

What a complete happinefs is this Jehovah to thofe

i^/ho have chof?n him for their portion ! If an infinite

God
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God is now fufficient to fatisfy your utmofc defires,

he will be fo to all eternity. He is an ocean of com-
municative happinefs that never ebbs or flows, and
therefore completely blefled will you ever be who have
an intereft in him.

But O ! how miferableare they who are the enemies

of this Jehovah ! Sinners, he is unchangeable, and can

never lay aiide his refentments againft fin, or abate in

the leaf!: degree in his love of virtue and holinefs. He
will never recede from his purpofe to punifh impeni-

tent rebels, nor loofe his power to accomplifh it. His
hatred of all moral evil is not a tranfient paffion, but a

fixed, invariable, deep-ro3!:ed hatred. Therefore, if

ever you be happy, there muft be a change in you.

As you are fo oppofite to him, there muft be an altera-

tion in the one or the other: you fee it cannot be in

him, and therefore it muft be in you; and this you
ought to labour for above all other things. Let us

then have grace, whereby we may ferve God acceptably

with reverence and godly fear^ for our God is a confiim-

ingfire (Heb. xii. 28, 29,) to his impenitent and im-

placable enemies.*

* Our author has evidently not iiniflied his fubjeft, and I do not

find it profecuted in any of the difcourfes that are come to my hands
j

but yet I determined to publifh the Sermon, not only for its own
(if I miltake not) fubftantial worth, but the rather as the Sermon
that next follows in order may be confidered as a profecution, if noc

a completion of the great and glorious fubjeft he has undertakenj,

particularly of his profell'ed defign in this Sermon, " of explaining

the fevcral perfedlions here afcribed to God, and fhewing that they

all ccacur to conftitute his goodnefs."

Ihe Editor,

SERMON



SERMON XVIII.

God is Love.

I John I v. 8. God is Lcje.

LOVE is a gentle, pleaiing theme, the nobleft paf-

fion of the human breaft, and the faireft orna-

ment of the rational nature. Love is the cement of
fociety, and the fource of fecial happinefs ; and with-

out it the great community of the rational univerfe

would difiblve, and men and angels would turn favages,

and roam apart in barbarous folitude. Love is the

fpring of every pleafure ; for v/ho could take pleafure

in the poifeffion of v/hat he does not love ! Love is the

foundation of rehVicn and moralitv : for what is more
monftrous than religion without love to that God who
is the objed; of it! Or who can perform focial duties

without feeling the endearments of thofe relations to

which they belong ! Love is the foftener and polifher

of human minds, and transforms barbarians into men :

its pleafures are refined and delicate, and even its pains

and anxieties have fomething in them foothing and
pleafing. In a word, love is the brighteft beam of
divinity that has ever irradiated the creation -, the

neareix refemblance to the ever-bleiTed God ; for God
is Lo've.

God is loz'e. There is an unfathomable depth in this

concife laconic fentence, which even the penetration

of an an8;el's mind cannot reach ; an ineffable excel-

lence, which even celeftial eloquence cannot fully re-

prefent. God is love ; not only lovely and loving, but

love itfelf ; pure, unmixed love, nothing but love

;

Jove in his nature and in his operations, the objecft,

fource, and quinteilence of all love.

My
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My prefent defign is to recommend the Deity to

your affedlions under the amiable idea of Love, and
tor that end to fhew that his other perfedlions are but
various modifications of love.

I. Love comprehends the various forms of divine

beneficence. Goodnefs, that extends its bounties to

innumerable ranks of creatures, and diffufes happlnefs

through the various regions of the univerfe, except

that which is fet apart for the dreadful, but falutary

and benevolent purpofe of confining and punifhing in-

corrigible malefaAors -, Grace, which fo richly fhowers

its bleilings upon the undeferving, without pafl: merit

of the profpedl of future compenfation •, Mercy, that

commiferates and relieves the miferable as well as the

undeferving ; Patience and Long-fufFering, which {o

long tolerate infolent and provoking offenders •, what
is all this beneficence in all thefe its different forms

towards different objeds, wliat but Love under vari-

ous names ? It is gracious, merciful, patient and
long-fuffering love I love variegated, overflowing, and
unbounded ! what but love was the Creator of fuch a

world as this, fo well accommodated, fo richly furnifh-

ed for the fuftenance and comfort of its inhabitants ?

and what but love has planted it fo thick with an end-

lefs variety of beings, all capable of receiving fome
ftream of happinefs from that immenfe fountain of it,

the divine goodnefs ? Is it not love that preferves

fuch an huge unwieldy world as this in order and har-

mony from age to age, and fupplies all its numerous
inhabitants with every good ? and O ! was it not love,

free, rich, unmerited love, that provided a Saviour for

the guilty children of men ? It was becaufe God lov-

ed the worlds that he gave his only begotten Son^ that

whofoever helieveth in him Jhould not perij7jy but have

everlajling life I Johniii. i6. O love I what haft thou

done ! what wonders haft thou wrought i It was thou,

aunighty love, that broughteft dov/n the Lord of glory

fjom his celcftial throne to die upon a crofs an atoning

facrifice for the fins of the world. And what but love

is
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is it that peoples the heavenly world with colonies

tranfplanted from this rebellious province of Jehovah's

dominions-, that forms fuch miracles of glory and hap-

pinefs out of the duft, and the fhattered polluted frag-

ments of human nature ! and what but eternal love

perpetuates their blifs through an eternal duration ? but

it is fo evident, that thefe inftances of divine goodnefs

are only the efFefts of love, that it is needlefs to at-

tempt any farther illuftration.

II. What is divine wifdom but a modification of

divine love, planning the beft adapted fchemes for

communicating itfelf in the moft advantageous, bene-

ficient, and honourable manner, fo as to promote the

good of the great whole or colledive fyftem of crea-

tures by the happlnefs of individuals •, or to render

the punlfhment and mifery of Individuals, which for

important reafons of ftate may be fometimes neceflary

in a good government, fubfervlent to the fame benevo-

lent end? Whatever traces of divine wifdom v/e fee

in creation; as the order and harmony of the great

fyftem of nature, its rich and various furniture, and
the confpiracy of all Its parts to produce the good of
each other and the whole ; whatever divine wifdom
appears in conducing the great fcheme of Providence

through the various ages of time-, or in the morea-
ftonifhing and godlike work of redemption : in a word,^

whatever difplays of divine wifdom appear in any part

of the univerfe, they are only the fignatures of divine

love. Why was yonder fun fixed where he is, and en--

riched with fuch extenfive vital influences, but becaufe

divine love faw it was beft and moft conducive to th.^

good of the fyftem ? Why were our bodies fo won-
derfully and fearfully made, and all their parts fo well

fitted for adion and enjoyment, but becaufe divine

love drew the plan, and ftampedits own amiable imagd
upon them ? Why was the manifold wifdom of God
difplayed, not only to mortals, but alfo to angelic

principalities andpozvers^ Ephef. ill. 10. in the fcheme
of redemption, which advances at once the honours

Kkk of
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of the divine perfedlions and government, and the

iiappinefs of rebellious and ruined creatures, by an ex-

jjcdient which nothing but infinite wifdom could ever

devife ihe incarnation, the obedience, and paffion of

the co-equal fon of God ? Why, I fay, but becaufe

divine love would otherwife be under reftraint, and
incapable of giving full fcope to its kind propenfions

in a manner honourable to itfelf and conducive to the

public good ? In fhort, divine wifdom appears to be

nothing elfe but the fagacity of love, to difcover ways

and means to exercife itfelf to the greateft advantage;

or, which is the fame, divine wifdom always a6ls un-

der the benign determination and condud of love: it

is the couofellor of love to proje6l fchemes fubfervient

to its gracious purpofes; and in all its councils love

prefides.

III. What is divine power but the omnipotence of

love ? Why did omnipotence exert itfelf in the pro-

dudlion of this vaft amazing world out of nothing ?

It was to open a channel in which the overflowing ocean

of love might extend itfelf, and difFufe its ftreams

fi'om creature to creature, upwards as high as the moft

exalted archangel, and downwards as low as the mean-

eft vital particle of being, and extenfive as the remoteft

limits of the univerfe, and all the innumerable interme-

diate ranks of exiftences in the endlefs chain of nature.

And why does divine power ftill fupport this prodigi-

ous frame, but to keep the channel of love open from

age to age ? -and for this purpofe it will be exerted to

all eternity. Perhaps I fhouldaffift your ideas of Di-

vine Power, if I fhould call it the ading hand, the

inftrument, the fervant of love, to perform its orders,

and execute its gracious defigns.

IV. W^hat is the holinefs of God but love ? Pure, re-

fined, and honourable love. What is it but the love of

excellence, reditude, and moral goodnefs? Holinefs,

in its own nature, has a tendency to promote the hap-

pinefs of the univerfe : it is the health, the good con-

ftitution of a reafonable being-, without which it has

no
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no capacity of reliiliing thofe enjoyments which are fuit-

able to its nature. It is no arbitrary mandate of heaven

diat has eftablilhed the infeperable connecftion betv/een

hohnefs and happinefs, between vice and mifery. The
connexion is as neceflary, as immutable, and as much
founded in the nature of things, as that between health

of body and a capacity of animal enjoyments, or be-

tween ficknefs and a difrelifn for the moft agreeable

food. Every creature in the univerfe, as far as he is

holy is happy; and as far as he is unholy he is mifcrable.

Therefore, by how much the more holy Jehovah is,

by fo much the more fit he is to communicate happi-

nefs to all that enjoy him; and confequently he is an

infinite happinefs, for he is infinitely holy. His tak-

ing fo much care to promote holinefs is but taking care

of the public good. The ftrift exactions of his law,

which contains every ingredient of the moft perfect

holinefs, and admits of no difpenfation, are but flri{5t

injundions to his fubje(5ts to purfue that courfc v/hich

infallibly leads them to the moftconfummate happinefs

;

and every abatement in his demands of obedience

would be a licence to them to dedud: fo much from
their happinefs, and render themfelves fo far mifera-

ble with his confent. That m.itigation of the rigor of

his law, which fome imagine he has made to bring it

down to a level with the abilities of degenerate crea-

tures, difablcd by their voluntary wickednefs, would
no more contribute to their felicity than the allowing

a fick man to gratify his vitiated tafte by mixing a lit-

tle deadly poifon in liis food v;ould contribute to the

recovery of his health, or the prefervation of his life.

The penal fantlions of the divine law are but fr'end-

ly warnings againft danger and mifery, and honeft

admonitions of the deftrudrive confequences of fin, ac-

cording to the unchangeable nature of things ; they

are threatenings which difcover no malignity or ill-

nature, as finners are apt to imagine, but the infinite

benevolence of the heart of God : threatenings which
are not primarily and unconditionally intended to be

executed.
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executed, but to prevent all occafion of their being

executed, by preventing fin, the natural fource, as

well as the meritorious caufe of every mifery ; thrcat-

enings which are not executed, but as the only expe-

dient left in a defperate cafe, when all other means
liave been ufed in vain, and no other method can fe-

cure the public good, or render a worthlefs criminal

£1 vejjel of wrath fitted for definitions and fit for nothing

elfe; of no other fervice to the great community of
iMtional beings. Thefe are fome of the ingredients

and difplays of the holinefs of God : and what are thefe

but fo many exertions of pure love and benevolence ?

It is becaufe he loves his creatures fo much that he

requires them to be fo holy •, and that very thing, againft

which there are fo many cavils and objedionS, as too

fevere and oppreffive, and a rigid reftraint from the

purfuit of pleafure, is the higheft inftance of the love

of God for them, and his regard for their happinefs.

Let me therefore commence advocate for God with

my fellow-men, though it ftrikes me with horror to

think there fliould be any occafion for it. Ye children

of the moft tender Father, ye fubjeds of the moft gra-

cious and righteous Sovereign, ye beneficiaries of di-

vine love, why do you harbour hard thoughts of him ?

Is it becaufe his laws are fo flricfl, and tolerate you in

no guilty pleafure I This appointment is the kindre-

Itraint of love : the love of fo good a being will not

allow him todifpenfe with your obfervance of any thing

that may contribute to your improvement and advan-

tage, nor indulge you in any thing that is in its own
nature deadly and deftruftive, no more than a father

will fuffer a fovourite child to play with a viper, or a

good government permit a madman to run at large

armed with weapons to deftroy himfelf and others.

Do you think hard of God becaufe he hates all moral

evil to fuch a degree, that he has annexed to it ever-

lafting mifery of the moft exquifite kind '^. But what

is this but an exprefiion of his infinite hatred to every

pjiing that is hurtful to his creatures, and his infinite

regard
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regard to whatever tends to their benefit ? Or lias he
been too rigid in exadling holinefs as a neceilary pre-

requiiite to the happinefs of heaven ? You may as

well complain of the conftitution of nature, that ren-

ders abftinence from poifon neceilary to the preferva-

tion of health, or that does not allow you to quench

your thirft in a fever with cold water. Let me remind

you once more, that holinefs is effential to the happi-

nefs of heaven, and that without it you labour under

a moral incapacity of enjoyment -, and a moral incapa-

city will as inevitably deprive you of the pleafures of

enjoyment as if it were natural. While unholy, you
can no more be happy even in the region of happinefs

than a ftone can enjoy the pleafures of animal life, or

a mere animal thofe of reafon. " But why," you will

perhaps murmur and objed", " why has God formed

fuch an heaven as cannot be univerfally enjoyed ? Wiiy
has he not provided an happinefs for every tafte ?"

You may as well aik why he has not created a light

that would be equally agreeable to every eye j to the

mole and the owl, as well as to man and the eagle ?

Or why has he not formed light with all the properties

of darknefs; that is, why has he not performed con-

tradidlions ? You may as well query, why has he not

given us equal capacities of enjoyment in ficknefs and

in health, and furnifhed us with equal pleafures in both .^

I tell you that, in the nature of things, the low and
impure pleafures which would fuit the depraved tafte

of the wicked, would be naufeous and painful to pure

minds refined and fandlified; and they cannot miiigle,

ihey cannot approach each other without being dellroy-

ed. The element of water may as well be converted

into a fit relidence for the inhabitants cf dry land, and

yet retain all its properties that are luitable to its pre-

fent natives \ or the folid earth become a fit receptacle

for fifhes, and yet both it and the fifhes retain their

ufual qualities, in fhort, men, beafts, birds, fiflies,

infe(5ls, angels, devils, the inhabitants of every zone

and climate, of every planet, or any other region of

the
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the univerfe, may as well form one fociety in one and
the fame place, and mingle their refpedive food and
pleafures, as an heaven of happinefs be prepared that

would fuit every tafte. God has prepared the only

kind of heaven that is In its own nature polTible ; the

only one that v>?ould be an exprelTion of love, or afford

real and extenfive happinefs to fuch of his creatures as

are capable of it, The heaven of finners would be

a nuifance to all other beings in the univerfe; a private

good only to malefadors, at the expence of the pub-
lic ; an open reward of v/ickednefs, and a public dif-

countenancing of all moral goodnefs. This would be

the cafe upon the fuppofitlon that the heaven of finners

were poflible. But the fuppofition is infinitely abfurd;

it is as impoHible as the pleafures of iicknefs, the fen-

fibiiity of a ftone, or the meridian fplendors of mid-
night.

Therefore acknowledge, admire, and love the beau-

ty of the Lord, his holinefs. Give thanks., fays the

Pfalm ill;, at the remembrance of his hoilmfs., Pfalm xcvii.

1 2. of his holinefs, as well as of his goodnefs and love ;

for it is the brighteft modification of his love and good-

nefs. An unholy being, in the charadler of fupreme

magiftrate oi the univerfe, cannot be all love, or com-
municate nothing but what is pleafing to all ; nay, as

far as he is unholy he mutt have a malignant difpofi-

tion towards the public happinefs, and be effentially

deficient In benevolence.

V. What. is the juftice, even the punitive juftlce of

God, but a modification of love and goodnefs !

As there is no divine perfedion which appears fo

terrible to offenders as this, which therefore they toil

and fweat to difapprove or explain away, I fhall dwell

the longer upon it. And I hope to convince you that

juftice is not that grim, ftern, tremendous attribute

which is delineated by the guilty pnrtial Imagination of

finners, who have made it their intereft that there

fhould be no fuch attribute in Deity, but that it is in-

finite amiable and lovely, as well as awful and majeftlcj

nay, that It Is love and benevolence Itfelf. By
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By the punitive juftlce of God, I mean that perfec-

tion of his nature which executes the fentence of his

Jaw upon offenders, or inflidls upon them the punilli-

ment he had threatened to difobedience, exactly ac-

cording to his own denunciation. The prefent world,

which is a ftate of trial and difcipline, and not of final

rewards and punifhments, is not the proper theatre of

vindidive jufhice, but of a promifcuous providence

;

y^// things come alike to all^ and no man can know the

love or hatred of the Ruler of the v/orld towards him,

hy all that is before him. Ecclef. ix. i, 2. Yet fome-

times, even in this life, juftice arrefts the guilty, and.

difplays its illuftrious terrors upon them, efpecially

upon guilty nations that have no exigence in a national

capacity in the eternal world, and therefore can be

punilTied in that capacity in this only. It was vindic-

tive juftice that deluged the whole world in a flood of

vengeance ! that kindled the flames of Sodom and

Gomorrah ; and that cut off the nations of Canaan

when they had filled up ths mecjure of thdr iniquities.

It. is juftice that arms kingdoms from age to age, and

makes them the executioners of divine wrath upon one

another, while they are gratifying their own ambition,

avarice, or revenge. The devaftations of earthquakes,

inundations, plagues, epidemical flckneiTes, famines,

and the various calamities in which mankind have been

involved, are fo many difplays of divine juftice; and

their being brought en the world according to the

courfe of nature, and by means of fecondary caufes,

will by no means prove that they are not fo, but only

that the very m<ake and conftituticn of this world are

fo planned and formed by divine wifdom as to admit of

the execution of juftice at proper periods, and that all

its parts 'are the inftruments of juftice to accomplifh

its defigns. But thefe and all the other judgments of

Heaven upon our world are only preludes and fpeci-

mens of the moft perfedl adminiftration of it in a fu-

ture ftate. There the penalty of the law vvill be exe-

cuted upon impenitent offenders with the utmoft im-

partiality.
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partiality. And Revelation afTures us that the punifh-

ment will be endlefs in duration, and of as exquifite a

kind and high degree as the utmoft capacity of the fub-

je(5ts will admit ; and confequently that it will not, like

fatherly chaftifements, have any tendency to their re-

formation or advantage, but to their entire and ever-

lafting dell:ru6lion. Now it is this difplay of punitive

juftice that appears fo terrible and cruel to the guilty

children of men-, and therefore this is what I fhall

principally endeavour to vindicate and to clothe with

all the gentle and amiable glories of Love and public

Benevolence.

For this end I beg you would confider, that what-

ever has a tendency to prevent fin tends to prevent

mifery alfo, and to promote the happinefs of the world

and of all the individuals in it ; that good laws are

abfolutely neceflary for the prevention of fin; that

penal fandions are efi'ential to good laws ; and that the

execution of the penal fandions upon offenders is abfo-

lutely neceflary to their efficacy and good tendency

;

and confequently the execution of them is a difplay of

love and benevolence.

Confider alfo, that many are excited to feek ever-

lafting happinefs, and deterred from the ways that

lead down to deftru6lion, by means of the threatenings

of the law ; that even thofe on whom they are finally

executed were once in a capacity of receiving immortal

advantage from them, but defeated their good in-

fluence and tendency by their own wilful obfl:inacy :

and that the righteous execution of thefe threatenings

upon the incorrigible, may promote the common good
of the univerfe.

Confider farther, that criminals are incompetent

judges of vindidive juftice, becaufe they are parties ;

and therefore we fliould not form an eftimate of it by

their prejudices, but from the judgment of the dif-

interefted and impartial part of the creation.

Finally confider, that proceedings fimilar to thofe of

the divine government, are not only approved of as

juft
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juft in all human governments, but a'fo loved and ad-

mired as amiable and praifeworthy, and efiential to

the goodnefs and benevolence of a ruler.

Let us briefly illuftrate thefe feveral clafTes of pro-

pofitions.

I. " Whatever has a tendency to prevent fin, tends

to prevent mifery alfo, and to promot:e the hrtppmefs

of the univerfe and of all the individuals in it: good

Jav/s are abfolutely neceflary for the prevention of" fm :

penal fandions are efiential to good laws -, and the fea-

fonable execution of thofe fancftions is abfolutely necef-

fary to their efficacy and good tendency ; and confe-

quently the execution of them is a difplay of love and

benevolence."
" Whatever has a tendency to prevent (In, tends to

prevent mifery alfo," and that for this reafon, becaufe

fin is neceflarily produftive of mifery, and deftrudive

of happinefs. Can a rational creature be happy that h
difaffecfted to the fupreme good, the only fource of

that kind of happinefs which is adapted to a rational

nature ? This is as impollible as that you fhould enjoy

animal pleafures while you abhor all animal enjoyments.

Can a focial creature be happy in eternal folitude, or

in a ftate of fociety, while ill-affcfted towards the

other members of fociety, or while they are ill-aiieft-

ed tov/ards him and he to them, hateful^ and bating;

one another ? Can a creature, formed capable of feli-

city fuperior to what any good can communicate, be

happy in the eager purfuit of bubbles •, that is, of its

higlieft happinefs in inferior enjoyments ? All thofe

difpofitions of heart, and the practices refulting from
them, in which fin confifts, enmity to God, uneafy

murmurings and infurredions againft his perfeftions,

and the government of his law and Providence •, a

ehurlifli, malignant, envious temper towards mankind ;

an anxious, exceffive eagernefs of defire after vain,

unfatisfadory enjoyments ; a difrelifh tor the exalted

pleafures of holinefs and benevolence ; what are thefe

and the like difpofitions, but fo many ingredients of

L 1 1 mifery.
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mifery, and fo many abatements ofhappinefs? and
Confequently all meafures that are taken for the pre-

vention of fin are fo many benevolent expedients for

the prevention of miftrry and the increafc ofhappinefs,

I add, " Good lav/s are abfolutely neceflary for the

prevention of fin." Indeed thofe difpofitions and ac-

tions wliich are (inful and forbidden by the divine law

would be of a deadly nature to the foul even if they

were not forbidden, as a llab to the heart v^ould

prove mortal to the body, although there were no laws

againft it, and for that very reafon laws have been

made againft it. Therefore the laws of God do not

properly conftitute the dtftruccive nature of fin, but

only point out and warn us againft what is deftrudive

in its ovv'n nature previous to all explicit law. , And is

it not abfolutely neceftary, and an a<St of the higheft

benevolence, that the fupreme Lawgiver ftiould warn

us againft this pernicious evil, and plainly inform us

what it is ? This is the defign of his laws both natural

and revealed. And without them, what fure inftruc-

tor, what unerring guide, or what ftrong inducements

to a proper condud could we have in this moft im-

portant cafe? Is it net neceffary, is it not kind, that

the fupreme Legiflator fhould interpofe his authority,

and lay us under the ftrongeft obligation to avoid our

own ruin ? And if good laws are neceffary, fo are

penal fanc^ions •, for, " penal fan6Vions are eftential to

good lavvs." Laws without penalties would be only

the advices of an equal or an inferior, and not the

obligatory commands of authority. 1 hey might be

obferved or not, according to pleafure, and confe-

quently would anfvv'cr no valuable purpofe. They
v/oud alfo be inHnitely abfurd in their own nature;

for if what the law enjoins be reafonable, neceflary,

and of good tendency, is it not neceflary and fit that

thev v/Iio do not defcrve it fiiould feel the bad effects

of their oniiilion ? And what is this but a penalty ?

But on a point fo plain I need not multiply words

;

I appeal to tlie common fenfe of mankind, I appeal

to
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to the univerfal pra6lice of all governments. Have
there ever been, or can there poffibly be any laws

without penal fandtions ? would not fuch laws be ex-

pofed to perpetual Infult and contempt, and be dcfli-

tute of all force and energy? The common fenfe and

univerfal practice of all tlie world, in all ages, remon-
ftrate againft fuch an abfurdity. But if penal fanftions

are efiential to good laws, then (o is their execution ;

for,

*' The fcafonable execution of penal fancflions is ab-

folutely neceflary to their efficacy and good tendency.'*

Penalties denounced can have no efficacy upon the

fubjecfts of the law ; that is, they cannot excite fear,

and by that means deter them from difobedience, un-

Jefs they are believed, and their execution expecfled.

But they would foon ceafe to be believed, and their

execution would no longer be expec5led, if in feveral

inftances they fnould be difpenfed with, and a fucceffion

of linners fhould pafs with impunity. Other finners,

judging of future events by paft facfts, would expect

the fame indulgence, and therefore venture upon dif-

obedience without any reftraint from the penalty of

the law. Here again I fnall bring the matter to a

quick decifion, by appealing to the common reafon and
univerfal pra6tice of mankind. Would human lavvs

have any force it the penalty wns hung upas an empty
terror and never executed ? Would not fuch lav/s be

liable to perpetual violation and infult, and become
the fport of daring oftenders ? Would not the efcapes

of former offenders encourage all future generations to

give themfelves a-loofe, in hopes of the fame exemp-
tion ^ Is it not neceflary in all governments that pub-
lic juftice fliould make examples of fome, to v/arn

and deter others? Have not all nations, efpecially the

more civilized, made fuch examples ? And have not

all the impartial world commendeci their proceedings

as neceflary to the fafety and happinefs of fociety, and
exprelfive of their regard to the public good ?

View all thefe things together, and methinks I may
bid
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bid defmnce to common fenfe to draw any other con-

clufion than that the juftice of God in executing the

penalties of" his law upon impenitent offenders, is the

height of goodnefs and love. If love requires that all

proper expedients be ufed for the prevention of fin

;

if good laws are neceflary for this end; if penalties

are eifential to good laws -, and if the feafonable execu-

tion of penalties be abfolutely neceflary to give them
their benevolent force and good t^endency, does it not

unavoidably follow, that love itfelf requires both the

enacftiag of penal fanftions to the law of God, and the

execution of them upon proper fubjecls ? Without this

wholefome feverity, the divine laws would be lefs fe-

cure from contempt, and the divine government would
be lefs favourable to the peace and happinefs' of the

fnbjec^s tlian the laws and governments of mortals in

all civilized nations.

" But why does the penalty rife fo high? Why is

the execution lengthened out through everlafling ages ?

Why might not a gentler punifhment fuffice?" This
is the grand objecftion; and in fuch language as this

the enmity of the rebellious heart againft the juftice of

God generally exprefles itfelf. But if the original de-

flgp. and natural tendency of the threatened penalty

be to prevent fin, then by how much feverer the pe-

nalty, by fo much the more effectual tendency has it

to anfwer this kind defign.^ No punifhments can rife

higher than thofe which a righteous God has annexed

to difobedience, the natural fource of every mifery;

and what is this but to fay that no methods more ef-

fectual can be taken to prevent it than what he has ac-

tually taken ? We may therefore infer the ardor of the

love of God from the terror of his threatenings. He
has denounced the greateft mifery againft fin, in order

to reflrain his creatures from running into that very

mifery ; and threatens the lofs of heaven, in order to

prevent his creatures from lofing it.

I muft alfo here repeat the common argument,

which appears to me as valid as common ;
*' that as

the
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the efience of fin coniifts in the breacii of an obligation^

the evil of fin miift be exadly proportioned to the

ftrength of the obligation •," that as we are undoubt-

edly under infinite obligations to a God of infinite ex-

cellency, our Maker, Ruler, and Benefactor, the evil

of fin, which violates thofe obligations, muil: be infi-

nite aifo; and that no punifhment fliort of what is in-

finite can be adequate to the demerit of an infinite evij •,

and confequently finners ought to fufFer a finite punifh-

,ment through an infinite duration, becaufe that is the

only way in Vv^hich they are able to bear an infinite

punifhment. But on this common topic a few hints

may fufBce.

I proceed to the next fet of propofitions.

II. " That many are excited to the purfuit of ever-

lafling happinefs, and deterred from the ways of de-

ftrudion, by means of threatenings of the divine law •,

that even thofe unhappy creatures on whom they are

finally executed were once in a capacity of receiving

immortal advantage from them, but defeated their

good influence and tendency by their own wilful ob-

ftinacy j and that the righteous execution of thefe

threatenings upon the incorrigible may promote the

common good of the univerfe."

" Many are excited to the purfuit of everlafling hap-

pinefs, and deterred from the ways of deftrudion, by

means of the threatenings of the divine law." I appeal

to experience and obfervation, whether the terrors of

the Lord are not the very firfl: thing that gives a check

to finners in their headlong career to ruin .'' It is the

law that worketh wrath ^ Rom. iv. 15. that is, an a-

larming apprehenfion of the wrath of God againft fin,

and conftrains them to ufe the inftituted means of de-

liverance. Thus even the terrors of the law are made
fubfervient to divine love, in turning finners from the

error of their way^ and faving fouls from death. And
could we confult the glorious afTembly of the fnirits of

juft men made perfed, they would all ov.'n t:vat if their

heavenly Father had not threatened them fo feverely,

they
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they would always have continued undutlful, and coti-

fequentiy rendered themfelves miferable ; and that they

were faved from hell by being honeftly warned of the

danger of falling into it. It is true there are multi-

tudes who do not receive this advantage by the penal

fandions of the divine law, but are made miferable for

ever by the execution of themj yet it may be added,
" That even thofe unhappy creatures on whom they

are executed, were once in a capacity of receiving infi-

nite advantage from them, but defeated their good in-

fluence and tendency in their own wilful obilinacy."

The threatenings of the divine law had the fame good
tendency in their own nature with refped to them, to

deter them from difobedience and urge their purfuit

of happinefs, as with refpecfl to others; and thefe were
fomc of the means God appointed for their falvation.

But they hardened themfelves againft them, and thus

defeated their good tendency, and obilinately ruined

themfelves in defiance of warning : they even forced a

paflage into the infernal pit through the ftrongeft en-

clofures. But if they had not been thus warned, they

not only would not have been faved in the event, but

they would not have enjoyed the means of falvation.

Now their enjoying thefe means was in itfelf an inex-

preilible blefling, though in the ifllie it only aggravates

their mifery -, and confequently the enading thofe pe-

nalties to the divine law was really an aft of kindnefs

even to them ; and their abufe of the bleilmg does not

alter its nature. The primary and dirc6lend of a pe-

nalty is not the piinifanient of the fubjefts, but to re-

ftrain them from things injurious to themfelv-^s and

others, and urge them to purfue their own intereft.

But v/hen tills good end is not anfwered, by reafon of

their wilful folly and difobedience, then, and not till

then, the execution is neceiiary for the good of others;*

which leads me to add,

" That

* Penaliicc; operate, like final caufes, by a kind of retrofpeflive

influence ; that is, vvhilit they are only threatened, and the rubje(fl

expeQs ihcy will be execuieJ, fhould he turn difobedicnt, thty have
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" l^.at the righteous execution of the threatened

penalty upon the incorrigible may promote the com-
mon good of the univerfe." This world of ours is a

public theatre, furrounded with numerous fpcclators,

who are interefted in its affairs. Angels in particular,

are witnefies of the proceedings of Providence towards

mankind, and thence learn the perfections of God, and

the ma5?'ms of his government. Hell is alfo a region

dreadfully confpicuo us to them; and there, no doubt,

the offended Judge intends to iliew his wrath, and

make his power known to them as well as to mankind.

Now they are held in obedience by rational motives,

and not by any mechanical compulfion. And, among
other motives of a gentler kind, no doubt this is one

of no fmall weight ; namely, their obferving the de-

i1.TU(5live confequences of fin upon men and angels, and

the terrible difpleafure of God againft it. It is not at

all inconfiftent with their cFgnity and purity to fuppofe

them fwayed by this motive in a proper connexion

with others of a more difinterefled and generous nature.

Therefore the confirm.ation of the ele6't angels in holi-

nefs, and their everlafting happinefs, is no doubt not a

little fecured and promoted by the execution of righte-

ous puniihment upon feme notorious hardened m.ale-

facfrors, both of their own order and of the human race.

The fame thing may be faid of the spirits ofjujl men
made perfe^ ; they are happily incapable of finning,

and confequently of becoming miferable; but their in-

capacity arifes from the clear conviction of their under-

ftanding, which has the conduft of their will; and,

while

a powerful tendency to deter him from diiohedisnce. But they could

rot have this benevolent tendency, unlefs they he executed upon

thofe, on whom their primary and chief dcfign is not obtained;

namely, the rellraining of them from fin. ]r is enough that the of-

fenders themfelves once had an oppsrtunity of taking warning, and

reaping the advantage of the threatened penalty, while they v.ere in

a Hate of trial, and candidates for eternity. Cijt it i? abfurd that

they fhould receive any benefit from if, when, after iufficient trial,

ic appears they will take no warning, but are refolved to per.".Il ia

fin, in defiance of the moll tremendous penaliies.
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while fin appears to them fo deadly and deftrudive an

evil, it is impoffible, according to the make of a ra-

tional nature, that they fhould choofe it. But the con-

fequences of fin upon the wretched creatures on whom
tlie penalty denounced againft it is executed, is no
doubt one thing that affords them this convi(5Vioni

and fo it contributes to their perfeverance in obedience

and happinefs. Thus the joys of heaven arcfecured

by the pains of hell, and even the moft noxious cri-

minals, the enemies of God and his creatures, are not

ufelefs in the univerfe, but anfvver the terrible but be-

nevolent end of warning all other creatures againft

difobedience-, which v/ould involve them in the fame

inifery, juft as the execution of a few malefa(5lors in

human governments is of extenfive fervice to. the refl

of the fubjei5ls.

But as the greater part of mankind perifn, it may
be queried, " How is it confiilent with love and good-

nefs, that the majority fliould be punifhed and made
monuments of juftice, for the benefit of the fmaller

number ?" To this I reply, that though it be equally

evident from fcripture and obfervation, that the greater

part of mankind go down to deftrudion in the fmooth,

broad, defcending road of fm, in the ordinary ages of

the world ; and though revelation afllires us that the

number of the apoltate angels is very great, yet I think

we have no reafon to conclude that the greater part of

the rational creation fhall be miferable; nay, it is pof-

fible the number of thofe on whom the penalty of the

divine law is infiided, may bear no more proportion

to that of the innumerable ranks of creatures that may
be retained in obedience and happinefs by means of

their confpicuous and exemplary punifhment, than the

number of criminals executed in our government for

the warning of others bears to the refl of the fubjeds.

If we confider that thofi who have been redeemedfrom

the earth., even in the ordinary ages of the world,

though compaVativeiy but fev/, yet abfolutely are a

multitude which no man can nufnber, out of every kin-

dredf
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dred, and people^ and language^ Rev. viil. 9. and that

the eleft angels are an innumerable company * Heb. xii.

22. perhaps much greater than the legions of hell; if

to thefe we add the prodigious numbers that fliail be

converted in that long and blefled feafon when Satan

fhall be bound, v/hen the Prince of Peace lliall reign,

and when the kingdom and dominion^ and the greatnefs

of the Hngdom under the whole heaven Jhall be given to

the people of the faints of the mojl high, Dan. vii. 27. in

which not only the greater number of the generations

that {hall live in that glorious millennium iliall be fav-

ed, but perhaps a greater number than all that perifii-

ed in former generations, which is very probable if

we confider the Ions: continuance of that time,, and that:

the world will then be under the peculiar bleffing of

Heaven, and confequently mankind will multiply fafler,

and not be diminifhed as they now are by the calamities

of v/ar, plagues, epidemical ficknefles, and the other

judgments of God upon thofe times of rebellion; if

we alfo borrow a little light from the hypothefis of

philofophy, and fuppofe that the other planets of our

fyftem are peopled like our earth with proper inhabit-

ants, and particularly with reafonable creatures (for

he that made thofe vaft bodies made thera not in vain^

he made them to be inhabited;) if we further fuppofe

that each of the innumerable fixed ftars is a fun, the

center of habitable worlds, and that all thefe worlds,

like our own, fwarm with life, and particularly with

various clafTes of reafonable beings (vvhich is not at

all unlikely if we argue from parity of cafes, from things

well knov/nto things lefs known, or from the immenfe

overflowing goodnefs, wifdom and power of the great

Creator, who can replenifh the infinite voids of fpace

v/ith being, life, and reafon, and with equal eafe pro-

duce and fupport ten thoufand v/orlds as ten thoufand

M m m grains;)

* I do not ferget that the original is myriads of^ angels. But the

word is often, I think, generally ufed in the Greek cialfics, not for

any definite number, but for a great and innumerable multitude.

And ("0 it is uied hcr.e.
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grains ;) if v;e fuppofe that his creative perfeftions will

not lie Ina(5live for ever, contented with one exertion

for fix days» but that he ftill employs and will employ

them for ever in caufing new worlds, replenifhed with

moral agents, to ftart into exiftence here and there in

the ejidlefs vacancies of fpace •, and finally, if we fup-

pofe that the fiames of hell will blaze dreadfully bright

and confpicuous in the view of all prefent and future

creations, or that the deftrudive nature of fin will be

fome way or another made known to the rational in-

habitants of all worlds by the punilTiment infiided

upon a number of men and angels, and that by this

means they are effecflually deterred from fin, and pre-

ferved from the mifery infeparable from it -, I fay, if

we admit thefe fuppofitions, fome of which- are un-

doubtedly true, and the reft I think not improbable,

tlien it will follow that the number of holy and happy

creatures in the univerfe will be incomparably greater

than that of miferabls criminals ; and that the punifh-

ment of the latter is one principal mean of preferving

this infinite number in obedience and happinefs; and

confequently is highly conducive to the public happi-

nefs, and expreffive of the love and goodnefs of the

univerfal Ruler to the immenfe community of his fub-

je(51s. And thus God is love^ even in the moft terrible

difplays of his vindictive juftice.

To illufirate this fubjed, confi.der farther,

III. " That criminals are incompetent judges of

vindid've juftice.'* They are parties, and it is their

intereft theic fhould be no fuch attribute as juftice in

the Deity. It is natural for them to flatter themfelves

that their crimes are fmall ; that their Judge will fuf-

fcr them to efcape with impunity, or with a gentle

punifliment •, and that if he fi:iould do otherwife he

would be unmerciful, unjufl:, and cruel. The excefs of

felf-love fuggefts to them a thoufand excufes and exte-

nuations of their guilt, and flatters them with a thoufand

favourable prefumptions. An impenitent criminal is

always an ungenerous, mean-fpirited, felfifli creature,

and
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and has nothing of that noble difinterefted felf-denlal

and impartiality which would generoufly condemn
himfelf and approve of that fentence by which he dies.

A little acquaintance with the condu(5l of mankind
will foon make us fenfible of their partiality and wrong
judgments in matters where felf is concerned •, and par-

ticularly how unfit they are to form an eftimate ofjuftice

when themfelves are to ftand as criminals at its bar.

Now this is the cafe of all mankind in the affair now
under confideration. They are criminals at the bar

of divine juftice •, they are the parties to be tried;

they are under the dominion of a felfiili fpirit ; it is

natural to them to palliate their own crimes, and to

form flattering expedations from the clemency of their

Judge. And are they fit perfons to prefcribe to their

Judge how he fhould deal with them, or what mea-

fure ofpunifhment heoughtto inflid upon them ? Sin-

ners ! dare you ufurp this high province ? Dare you

" Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod,

" Rejudge his juftice, be the god of God ?"*

Rather ftand at the bar, ye criminals ! that is your

place. Do not dare to afcend the throne ; that is the

place of your Judge, Stand filent, and await his righte-

ous fentence, which is -always juft, always beft : or,

ifcreatures muft judge of the juftice of their Sovereign,

I appeal to the faints •, I appeal to angels, thofe com-
petent, difinterefted judges; I appeal to every upright

impartial being in the univerfe. They approve, they

celebrate, they admire, and love all the difplays of

punitive juftice as neceflary to the public good; and

their judgment may be depetided on: it is not mifled

by ignorance nor perverted by felf-intereft. To whom
would you appeal as jiidges of the proceedings of

courts of juftice among men .'' To malefactors in a

dungeon, who have made juftice their enemy, and who
are therefore enemies to it ^ No; but you would ap-

peal to obedient fubjedts, who are not obnoxious to

juftice

* Pope's EfTay on Man.
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juftice themfelves, but enjoy protedion under its guar-

dianfhip, and are fenfible of its beauty and public uti-

lity ? They all approve it with one voice, and would

look upon a fupreme niagidrate without it as a very

contemptible and odious chara6ler, and eflentially de-

ficient in goodnefs. Hence it follows that even the

punitive jufttce of God not only is in reality, but to

all impartial judges appears to be a moft amiable, en-

gaging, and beneficent perfecflion •, majeftic indeed,

but not forbidding •, awful, but not fallen and hateful ;

terrible, but only to criminals-, and deftru(5tive only

to what defiroys the public good. I have fo far anti-

cipated myfelf that I need hardly add,

IV. " That proceedings fimilar to thofe of the di-

vine government are not only approved of as juft in

all human gcvernrnjcnts, but alfo loved and admired

as amiable and praife-worthy, and highly effential to the

goodnefs and benevolence of a Ruler."

Does the fupreme Lawgiver annex fevere penalties

to his lav/s which render the difobedient miferable for

ever ? So do human governments with the unanimous

approbation of their fubjeds •, they inflid punifliments

that affedt life, and cut off the offender from civil fo-

cicty for ever j and this is the only kind of everlafting

punilhment that can be endured or executed by miOr-

tals. Does Jehovah maintain good order in his im-

menfe empire, protect his fubjeds, and deter them
from offending by making examples of the guilty.''

and does he fecure and advance the good of the whole

by the confpicuous punifnment of obnoxious indivi-

duals ^ This is done every day for the fame ends in

human governments, and that with unlverfal appro-

bation. Does he inflift punifhments that are not at all

intended for the reformation and advantage of the

guilty fufferer, but only for the admonition and benefit

of others ? This is always the cafe in human govern-

ments v/hen the punifhment reaches to the life, for

then the offender himfelf is put out of all capacity or

reformation or pcrfonal advantage by it, but he fuffers

entirely
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entirely for the good of others. Even criminals muf!:

be made ufeful to fociety ; and this is the only ufe they

are fit to anfwer. Would it be inexpedient and great-

ly Injurious for a magiftiate in his public charadler to

forgive crimes and fufFer criminals to efcape, though

to do fo in a private charadler might be a virtue ? Jull

fo God, who Is the fupreme Magiitrate of the univerfe,

and not at all to be confidered in this cafe as a private

perfon acfting only in a private charadler, the great

God I fay is obliged by his regard for his own honour

and the benefit of his fubjeds, to infli6l proper punifii-

ments and diftribute his pardoning mercy to indivi-

duals confiftently v/ith the general good of the whole.

What would be revenge in a private perfon, v/hlch is

the ruling paffion of devils, is juftice, honour and be-

nevolence itfeif in the fupreme Ruler of the world ;

and a failure in this would render him not only lefs

glorious and maieftic, but lefs amiable, lefs beneficent

to his creatures.

I know hardly any thing of fo much importance to

give us jufi: fentiments of the proceedings ofGod with

his creatures, as that we fhould conceive of him as a

moral R.uleror the fupreme Magifcrate of the world.

And it is owing to their not confidering him in this

chara(51:er that finners indulge fuch miftaken dange-

rous prefumptions concerning him. They choofe to

conceive of him under fome fond and tender name, as

a Being of Infinite grace, the Indulgent Father of his

creatures, &c. All this is true ; but it is equally true

that he Is their moral Ruler as well as their Father.

His creatures are his fabjecls as well as his children

;

and lip rnuft a6l the wife and righteous Magiflrate as

well as the tender Father towards them. His good-

nefs is that of a Ruler, and not of a private perfon ;

and his pardoning of fin and receiving oifenders Into

favour, are net private kindnefies but ads of govern-

ment, and therefore they mufi: be ccnduded Vv'ith the

iitmoft v/ifdom ; for a wrong ftep in hi^ infinite ad-

mlniftration, v/hich afFedls fuch innumerable multi-

tudts
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tudes of fubjetfls, would be an infinite evil, and might

admit of no reparation.

Though I have thus enlarged upon this fubje6t, yet

I am far from exhaufting my materials. But thefe

things I hope are fufficient to convince your under-

ftandings that divine juftice is not that unkind, cruel,

and favage thing finners are wont to imagine it \ but

that God is juft, becauf-e God is love: and that he

punifnes not becaufe he is the enemy, but becaufe he

is the friend of his creatures, and becaufe he loves the

v/hole too well to let particular offenders do mifchief

with impunity*.

I fhall only add, that this is the view Jehovah has

given of hirnfelf in the cleareft manifeftation of his

perfedions that he ever made to mortals. He pro-

mifes his favourite Mofes, that he would make all his

goodnefs pafs before him. Obferve, it is his goodnefs

he intends to exhibit ; and the proclamation runs thus

;

The Lord^ the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-

fuffering, forgiving iniquity, &c. That thefe are adls

or modifications of goodnefs, will be eafily granted.

But obferve, it is added even in this proclamation of

his goodnefs. That he will by no means clear the guilty ;

intimating, that to be juft and punifh fin is an ad of

goodnefs, as well as to be merciful and to forgive it.

And now when we have this copious fubjed: in re-

view, does it not fuggeft to us fuch conclufions as thefe

:

I. May
* It may perhaps be objcfled, " That to reprefent juftice under

the notion oJ'lovc, is to aft'edl iingularity in language, to deftroy the

dlRinftion of the divine attributes, and the eflential difFerenccs of

things."—To which I anfvver, i . That a catachrefis may be beauti-

ful and emphaticai, though it be always a feeming impropriety in

language. Such is this reprefentation, " Divine juftice, divine love."

2. I do not deny that God's executing righteous punifhment upon

the guilty may be called juftice ; but tiien it is his love to the public

that excites him to do this ; and therefore his doing it may be properly

denominated love, as Vv^ell as juftice, or love under the name of juftice,

which is love ftill. 3. I do not mean that the ufual names of things

ihould be changed, bat that we (hould afiix fuitable ideas to them.

V/e may retain the name of juftice ftill, but let us not afiix ideas to it

that are inconfiftent with divine love. Let us not look upon it as

the attribute of a tyrant, but of a wife and good ruler.
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I. May we not conclude that the cafe of impenitent

itnners is defperate indeed when it is not exceflive ri-

gour, not a malignity of temper, not tyranny, or a

favage delight in torture that condemns them, but

goodnefs itfelf, love itfelf ? Even the gentler perfec-

tions of the Deity, thofe from which they derive their

prefumptuous hopes, are confpired againft them, and

unite their forces to render them miferable, in order

to prevent greater mifery from fpreading through the

univerfe. Impenitent finners ! even the unbounded
love of God to his creatures is your enemy. Love,
under the name and form of juftice, which is equally

love ftill, demands your execution ; and to fufter you
to efcape would not only be an aft of injuftice, but an

aft: of malignity and hoftility againft the whole fyftem

of rational beings. Therefore repent and be holy,

otherwife divine love will not fufFer you to be happy.

God is love •, therefore will he confine you in the in-

fernal prifon, as a regard to the public Vv^elfare in

human governments fhuts up criminals in a dungeon,

and madmen in Bedlam.

II. May we not hence conclude that all the afts of
the Deity may be refolved into the benevolent princi-

ple of love ? God is love-, therefore he made this vaft

univerfe, and planted it fo thick v/ith variegated life.

God is love; therefore he ftill rules the world he has

made, and inHifts chaftifements and judgments upon
it from every age. God is love ; therefore he fpared

not his own Son, but made him the viftim of his juf-

tiee. God is love ; therefore he requires perfeft holi-

nefs, perfeft obedience from all his fubjefts. God is

love; therefore he has enafted fuch tremendous fanc-

tions to his law, and executes them in their full extent

upon offenders. God is love; therefore he has made
the prifon of hell, and there confines in chains of ever-

lafting darknefs thofe malevolent creatures that would
be nuifances to fociety, and public mifchiefs if fuffered

to run at large. In fhort, whatever he does, he does

it
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it becaulii he Is love. How amiable a view of him.

this ! Therefore,

III. We may certainly conclude that ifGod be love,

then all his creatures ought to love him. Love him,

O all ye inhabitants of Heaven ! But they need not

my exhortation •, they know him, and therefore can-

not but love him. Love him, all ye inhabitants of

t\\Q. planetary worlds ! if fuch there be. Thefe alfo I

hope need no exhortation, for we would willingly per-

fuadc ourfelves that other territories of his immenfe
empire have not rebelled againft him as this earth has

done. Love him, O ye children of men ! To you I

call •, but O ! I fear I fhall call in vain. To love him
vA\o is all love is the mort hopelefs propofal one can

make to the worKi. But whatever others do, love the

Lord, all ye his faints ! You I know cannot refift the

motion. Surely your love even now is all on fire.

Love the Lord y my foul ! Amen.

SERMON XIX.

The General Refurredion.

Jolm V. 28, 29. The hour is coming in the which all

that are in the grave Jhall hear his voice., and Jhall

come forth \ they that have done good., unto the refur-

reolion of life \ and they that have done evil., to the

refurre^ion of damnation.

EVER fince fm entered into the world, and death

by fm, this earth has been a vaft grave-yard, or

burying-place for her children. In every age, and in

every country, that fentence has been executing, Duft

thou art., and unto duji thou fidalt return. The earth

has been arched with graves, the laft lodgings, of mor-
tals,
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tals, and the bottom of the ocean paved with the bones

Oilmen*. Human nature was at liiil confined to one

pair, but how foon and how wide did it fpread ! How
inconceivably numerous are the fons of Adam ! How
many different nations on our globe contain many
millions of Jiien, even in one generation ! And how
many gejierations have fuccecded one another in tlie

long run of near lix tlioufand years ! Let imagination

call up this vail army •, children that juft light upon

our Hobe and then win?- their flioht into an unknown
world j the grey-headed that have had a long journey

through hfe-, the blooming youth and the middle-

aged, let them pafs in review before us from all coun-

tries and from all ages ; and hov/ vail: and aftonifhing

the multitude ! If tlie pofberity of one man (Abraham)

by one fon Vv'as, according to the divine promiie,

as the ftars of Heaven, or as the fand by the fea-

fhore, innumerable, what numbers can compute

the multitudes that have fprung from all the Pa-

triarchs, the fons of Adam and Noah ! But what is

become of them all ? Alas ! they are turned into

earth, their original element; they are all imprifoned

in the grave except the prefent generation, and we
are dropping one after another in a quick fjcceiTion

into that place appointedfor all living. There has not

been perhaps a moment of time for five thoufand years

but what fome one or other has funk into the manfions

of the dead -, and in fome fatal hours, by the fwordof

war or the devouring jaws of earthquakes, thoufands

have been cut off and fwept away at once, and left in

one huge promifcuous carnage. The greateft number

of mankind beyond comparifon are ileeping under

ground. There lies beauty mouldering into duft, rot-

ting into ftench and loathfomenefs, and feeding the vileft

worms. There lies the head that once wore a crown,

as low and contemptible as the meaneft beggar.

N n n There

* No rp-.t on earth but has fupply'd a grave;

And human f'jiills the fpacious ocean pave.

Young.
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There lie the mighty giants, the heroes and con-

querors, the Samfons, the Ajax's, the Alexanders,

and tlie Casfars of the world -, there they He ftnpid,

fenfeltfs, and inacfiive, and unable to drive off the

worms that rict on their marrow, and make their

houfes in thofe fockets where the eyes fparkled with

living^ luilre. There lie the wife and the learned, as

rotten, as helplefs as the fool. There lie fome that

v/e once converfed with, fome that were our friends

our companions; and there lie our fathers and mo-
thers, our brothers and fifters.

And fliall they lie there always ? Shall this body,

this curious workmanfliip of Heaven, fo wonderfully

End fearfully made, alv/ays lie in ruins, and never be

repaired? Shall the wide-extended valleys' of dry

bones never more live ? This we know, that it is

vot a thing impojfihle with God to raife the dead. He
that could iirli: form our bodies out of nothing, Is cer-

tainly able to form them anew, and repair the waftes

of time and death. But what is his declared will in

this cafe .'' On this the matter turns ; and this is fully

revealed in my text. The hour is coming, 'when all that

are in the graves, all that are dead, without exception,

Jhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and foall conic

forth.

And for v/hat end fhall they come forth } O ! for

very different purpofes -, fome to the refiirre5iion of life,

andfome to the refurre^ion of damnation.

And what is the ground of this vaft dlftindlion ?

Or what is the difference in character between thofe

that fnall receive fo different a doom ^ It is this. They

that have done good floall rife to life, and they that have

done evil, to damnation. It is this, and this only, that

v/ill then be the rule of diftintflion.

• I would avoid all art in my method of handling this

fubjecft, and intend only to illuftrate the feveral parts

of the text. All that are in the graves fhall hear his

voice, andfhall come forth \ they that have done well, to

the
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the refurre5lion of life ; and they that have done evil, tQ

the refurre^ion of damnation

!

I. They that are in the graves fhall liear his voice.

The voice of the Son of God here probably meap.s the

found of the archangel's trumpet, which is called his

voice, becaufe founded by his orders and attended with

his all-quickening power. This all-awakening call to

the tenants of the grave we frequently find foretold in

fcripture. I fhall refer you to two plain pafiages.

Behold, fays St. Paul, Ifhew you a myftery, an impor-

tant and aftonifhing fecret, we fhall not allJleep; that

is, mankind will not all be fleeping in death when that

day comes, there vv^ill be a generation then alive upon
earth ; and though they cannot have a proper refur-

redtion, yet they fhall pafs through a change equiva-

lent to it. IVe fioall all be changed, fays he, in a mo-

ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the laft trump, for
the trumpet fiJall found, it fliall give the alarm*, and no

fooner is the awful clangor heard than all the living

/hall be transformed into immortals-, and the deadfooM
he raifed incorruptible •, and we, who are then alive, fjall

he changed, 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. this is all the differ-

ence, they fhall be raifed, and wefJjall be changed. This
awful prelude of the trumpet is alfo mentioned in

I Their, iv. 15, 16. We which are alive, and remain

unto the coming of the Lord, [hall not prevent them zvhich

are afleep ; that is, we fhall not be beforehand with

them in meeting our defcending Lord, for the Lord
himfelf fhall defend from heaven with a fjout, with the

voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; thai:

is, with a godlike trump, fuch as it becomes his ma-
jelly to found, and the dead in Chrift fJjall rife firfi; that

is, before the living fhall be caught up in the clouds

to m.eet the Lord in the air ; and when they are rifen,

and the living transformed, they fhall afcend together

to the place of judgment.

My brethren, realize the majefty and terror of this

univerfal alarm. When the dead are fleeping in the

iilent grave: vvhenthe living are thoughtlefs and un-

apprehenfive
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apprehenflve of the grand event, or intent on other

purfuits •, fome of them afleep in tlie dead of night

;

feme of them diflblved in fenfual pleafures, eating and
drinking, niarryiiig and giving in marriage ; fome of
them planning or executing fchemes for riches or ho-
nours j fome in the very aft of fin j the generality ftu-

pid and carelefs about the concerns of eternity, and
the dreadful day jufl; at hand; and a fev/ here and
there converfing with their God, and looking for the

glorious appearayice of their Lord end Saviour, when
the courfe of nature runs on uniform and regular as

Vifual, and infidel fcofters are taking umbrage from
thence to alk, Where is the promife of his corning ? for
ftnce the fathers- fell ajleep^ all things continue as they

zvere from the beginning of the creation. 2 Peter iii. 4.
In fliort, when there are no more vifible appearances
of this approaching day, than of the defcruc^ion of
Sodom on that fine clear m.orning in which Lot fled

av/ay j or of the deluge, wlien Noah entered into the
ark: then in that hour of unapprehenfive fecurity,

then fuddenly fhall the heavens open over the aftonifh-

ed v/orld; then Ihall the all- alarming clangor break
over their heads like a clap of thunder in a clear fky.

Immediiitely the living turn their gazing eyes upon
the amazing phscnomenon : a few hear the ]ong-ex-

peded found with rapture, and lift up their heads with
joy, aiTured that the day of their redemption is come^

while tlie thoughtlefs world are {truck with the wiJdeft

horror and confternation. In the fame inftant the

found reaches all the manfions of the dead, and in a

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, they are raifed,

and the living are changed. This call will be as ani-

mating to all the fons of men as that call to a fingle

perfon, Laza'rus, come forth. O v/hat a furprife will

this be to the thoughtlefs v/orld I Should this alarm

burd over our heads this m.oment, into what a terror

would it ftrike many in this ailembly ? Such will be
the terror, fuch the conjfternation, when it adually

comes to pafs. Sinners v/ili be the fame timorous,

ieii-
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felf-condemncd creatures then as they are now. And
then they will not be able to {kovi their ears, who are

deaf to all the gender calls of the gofpel now. Then
the trump of God will conftrain them to hear and fear,

to whom the minifters of Chrift now preach in vain.

Then they muft all hear, for,

II. My text tells you, all that are in the graves^ all

without exception, fijall bear his voice. Now the voice

of mercy calls, reafon pleads, confcience warns, but

multitudes will not hear. But this is a voice which

fhall, which muft reach every one of the millions of

mankind, and not one of them will be able flop his

ears. Infants and giants, kings and fubjedls, all ranks,

all ages of mankind fhall hear the call. The living

fnall ftart and be changed, and the dead rife at the

found. The duft that was once alive and formed a

human body, whether it flies in the air, floats in the

ocean, or vegetates on earth, fliall hear the new-

creating fiat. Wherever the fragments of the human
frame are fcattered, tliis all -penetrating call fhall reach

and fpeak them into life. We may confider this voice

as a fummons not only to dead bodies to rife, but to

the fouls that once animated them to appear, and be

re-united to them, v/hether in heaven or hell. To
the grave the call will be, Arife^ ye dead., and come to

judgment \ to heaven, y&fpirits of jujt men made per-

fe5i\ " dcfcend to the world whence you originally

came \ and afl'ume your new-formed bodies-," to hell,

" Come forth and appear, ye damned ghoiis, ye pri-

foners of darknefs, and be again united to the bodies

in which you once fmned, that in them ye may now
fuffer." Thus will this fummons fpread through every

corner of the univerfe; and Heaven, Earth and Hell,

and all their inhabitants, fhall hear and obey. Devils,

as well as the finners of our race, will tremble at the

found i for now they know tliey can plead no more
as they once did, Torment us ?wt before the time -, for

(he time is co.me, and they muft mingle with the pri-

foners
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ibiiers at the bar. And now when all that are in the

graves hear this ail-quickening voice,

III. They Jhall come forth. Now methinks I fee,

I hear the earth heaving, charnel-houfes rattling,

tombs burfting, graves opening. Now the nations

under ground begin to ftir. There is a noife and a

fhsking among the dry bones. The duft is all alive,

and in motion, and the globe breaks and trembles,

as with an earthquake, while this vaft army is work-
ing its way through and burfting into life. The ruins

of human bodies are fcattered far and wide, and have

parted through many and furprlfing transformations.

A limb in one country, and another in another j here

the head and there the trunk, and the ocean rolling

between*. Multitudes have funk in a watery grave,

been fwallowed up by the monfters of the deep, and

transformed into a part of their flefh. Multitudes have

been eaten by beafts and birds of prey, and incorpo-

rated with them ; and fome have been devoured by

their fellow-men in the rage of a defperate hunger, or

of unnatural cannibal appetite, and digefted into a part

of them. Multitudes have mouldered into duft-,

and this duft has been blown about by winds, and

vvafhed away with water, or it has petrified into ftone,

or been burnt into brick to form dwellings for their

pofterity ; or it has grov/n up in grain, trees, plants,

and other vegetables, which are the fupport of man
and beaft, and are transformed into their fleih and

blood. But through all thefe various trnsformations

and changes, not a particle that was eflential to one

human body has been loft, or incorporated with an-

other human body, fo as to become an eftential part

of it. And as to thofe particles that were not eftential,

they are not neceflary to the identity of the body or

of the perfon •, and therefore we need not think

tJiey will be raifed again. Tlie omnifcient God knows
how

* This was the fate of Pompey, who was flain on tlie African

fliore. His body was left there, and his head carried over the Mcdi«

terranean to Julius Csefar.
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how to colled, diftinguifli, and compound all thofe

fcattered and mingled feeds of our mortal bodies. And
now, at the found of the trumpet, they fliall all be

collecfled, wherever they were fcattered ; all properly

fortcd and united, liowevcr they were confufed

;

ntom to its fellow-atom, bone to its fellow-bone.'

Now methinks you may fee the a'r darkened witli

fragments of bodies flying from country to country, to

meet and join their proper parts :

" Scatter'd limbs, and all

The various bones oblequious to the call,

Selfmov'd advance; the neck perhaps to meet
The diflant head, the diftant leg?, the feet.

Dreadful to view, fee through the dufky iky

Fragments of bodies in confufion fly.

To diftant regions journeying, there to claim

D^ferted members, and complete the frame

—

The fever'd head and trunk fhall join once more,

Tho' realms now rife between, and oceans roar.

The trumpet's found each vagrant mote fhall hear.

Or fixt in earth, or if afloat in air,

Obey the fignal, wafted in the wind.
And not one fleeping atom lag behind."—

*

All hear; and now, in fairer profpeft lliev/n,

Limb clings to limb, and bone rejoins its bone.—

f

Then,
* Young's Laft Dxy, Sock 11.

f Thefe two laft lines are taken from a poem, which is a lively

imitation of Dr. Young, entitled, The Day ofjudgment, afcribed to

Mr. Ogilvie, a promiftng young genius of Aberaeen in Scotland,

not above nineteen years of age, as I was informed, when he com-
pofcd this poem. The lines preceding thefe quoted are as follow :

O'er boiling wave? the fevered members fwim,
Each breeze is loaded with a broken limb :

The living atoms, with peculiar care,

Drawn from ihfir cells, come flying thro' the air.

Where'er they lurk'd, ihro' ages undccay'd.

Deep in the rock, or cloth'd fome fmiling mead ;

Or in the lily's fnowy hofom grew.

Or ting'd the faphire with its lovely blue ;

Or in fome purling ftream refrefli'd the plains;

Or iorm'd the mountain's adamantine veins;

Or gaily fporting in the breathing fpring,

Perfurn'd the whifp'rirg Zephyr's balmy wing.
All hear. i^c.

The
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Then, my brethren, your duft and mine Ihall be
re-anlmated and organized •, and though after our Jkin
worms defiroy thefe bodies^ yet in our fieJJj Jhall we fee

God. Job xix. 16.

And what a vaft improvement wiii the frail nature

of man then receive ? Our bodies will then be fub-

flantially the fame ^ but how different in qualities, in

firength, in agility, in capacities for plcafure or pain,

in beauty or deformity, in glory or terror, according

to the moral charader of the perfons to v.'hom they

belong? Matter, we know, is capable of prodigious

alterations and refinements ; and there it will appear in

the higheft perfedion. The bodies of the faints will

be formed glorious, incorruptible, without the feeds

of ficknefs and death. The glorified body of Chrift,

which is undoubtedly carried to the higheft perfeftion

that matter is capable of, will be the pattern after

which they fhall be formed. He will change our vile

body., fays St. Paul, that tt may be faJJjioncd like unto

his glorious body. Phil. iii. 2 1 . Flejh and blood., in their

prefent ftate of groffnefs and frailty, cannot inherit the

kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorrup-

tion. But this corruptible body mufl put on incorruption \

and this mortal muji put on immortality . Cor. xv. So, 53.

And how vad the change, how high the improvement

from its prefent flate ! // was fown in corruption., it

Jhall be raifed in incorruption \ it was fown in difbonour^

it fpall be raifed in glory ; it zvas fown in weaknefs., it

fhall he raifed in power., verfc 42, 43, &c. Then will

the body be able to bear up under the exceeding great

and eternal v/ein;ht of glory : it will no longer be a clog

or an incumbrance to the foul, but a proper inftrument

and

The thought feems to be borrowed from Mr. Addifon's fine Latin

poem on the Refurreftion, in which are the following beautiful lines

:

Jam f ulvis varias tenne difperfa per ora?,

JSive inter venas tencri concrets metalli,

Senfim diriguit, feu fcfe immifcuit herbif,

Explicita e!l; niolem rurfcs coalefcit in unam
Diviium Funus, fp-irfos prior all ig?.c artus

Junftura, aptanturq^; iieium cocuiitia membra.
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and affiftant in all the exalted fervices and enjoyments

of the heavenly ftate.

The bodies of the wicked will alfo be improved,

but their improvements v/ill all be terrible and vindic-

tive. Their capacities will be thoroughly enlarged,

but then it will be that they may be made capable of

greater mifery : they Vv'ill be llrengthened, but it will

be that they may bear the heavier load of torment.

Their fenfations will be more quick and ftrong, but

it will be that they may feel the more exquifite pain.

They will be raifed immortal, that they may not be

confumed by everlafling fire, or efcape punimment
by diflblution or annihilation. In fhort, their aug-

mented (Irength, their enlarged capacities, and their

immortality will be their eternal curfe •, and they would

willingly exchange them for the fleeting duration of a

fading ilower, or the faint fenfations of an infant.

The only power they would rejoice in is, that of felf-

annihilation.

And now when the bodies are completely formed

and fit to be inhabited, the fouls that once animated

them, being coile6led from Heaven and Flell, re-enter

and take pofiefllon of their old manfions. Tliey are

united in bonds v/hich fhall never more be diflblved;

and the m.ouldering tabernacles are now become ever-

laiting habitations.

And with what joy will the fpirits of the righteous

welcome their old companions from their long ileep in

the dud, and cono;ratulate their glorious reiurreftion !

How will they rejoice to re-enter their old hrtbitations,

now fo completely repaired and highly improved ? to

find thofe bodies which, v/ere once their incumbrance,

once frail and mortal, in which they v/ere imprifoned

and languillied, once their temptation, tainted with

the feeds of fin, now their affiftants and co-partners in

the bufinefs of Heaven, nov/ vigorous, incorruptible,

and immortal, now free from all corrupt mixtures, and

fhining in all the beauties of perfe6l holinefs ? In thefe

bodies they once ferved their God with honcft though

O o feeble
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feeble efforts, conflifled with fin and temptation, and

palled through alJ the united trials and hardfhips of

mortality and the chiiflian life. But now they are

united to them for more exalted and blifsful purpofes.

Tiic lungs that v/ere wont to heave with penitential

fighs and groans, fhall now fnout forth their joys and

the praifes of their God and Saviour. The heart that

"Nvas once broken with fonows fliall now he bound up
for ever, and overflow with immortal pleafures. Thofe
very eyes, that were Avont to run down with tears

end to behold many a tragical fight, fhall now behold

the King in his beauty^ fliall behold the Saviour whom,
tliough unfecn, they loved, and all the glories of hea-

ven ; and Godjhall wipe awciy all their tears. All the

fenfes, which were once avenues of pain, fliall now
be inlets of the moll exalted plcafure. In fliort, every

organ, every member fliall be employed in the moft
noble fervices and enjoyments, inflead of the fordid

;ind laboricur. drudgery, and the painful fufferings of
the prefent Aate. IJIefied change indeed! Rejoice, ye

children of God, in the profpedt of it.

But hov,' fliall I glance a thought upon the dreadful

cafe of the wicked in that tremendous day ! While
their bodies burll from their graves, the miferable

fpcdacles of horror and deformity, fee the millions of

gloomy ghods that once animated them, rife like pillars

of fmokc from the bottomlefs pit! and v/ith what re-

luftance and anguifli do they re-enter their old habita-

tions I O what a dreadful meeting ! what fhocking

fdutations! " And muft I be chained to thee ajrain

(may tiie guilty foul fay) O thou accurfsd, polluted

body, thou fyflem of deformity and terror ! In thee I

o!:cei:nned, by thee I was once enfnared, debafed, and
ruined; to gratify thy vile lulls and appetites I neg-

leifted my own immortal interefts, degraded my native

dignity, and made myfelf miferable for ever. And
hall tliou now met me to torment me for ever ? O that

thou hadil flill flept in the dufl, and never been repair-

ed again ! Let me rather be condemned to animate

a toad
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a toad or Terpen t than that odious body once defiled

with fin, and the indrunient of my guilty pleafure?,

now made ftrong and immortal to torment me with

itrong and immcrtal pains. Once indeed I received

fenfations of pleafure from thee, but now thou art

transformed into an engine of torture. No more fhall

1 through thine eyes behold the cheerful light of the

d.iy and the beautiful profpeds of nature, but the thick

glooms of hell, grim and ghaflly gholls, heaven at an

impaiTabk ditlance, and all the horrid fights of Vv'oe

in the infernal regions. No more fhall thine ears charm
me with the harmony of founds, but terrify and dif-

trefs me with the echo of eternal groans, and the

thunder of almighty vengeance ! No more lliall the

gratification of thine appetites afford me pleafure, but

thine appetites, for ever hungry, for ever unfatisned,

Tnall eternally torment me with their eager importunate

cravings. No more fhall thy tongue be employed in

mirth, and jcu:, and fong, but complain and groan,

and blafpheme, and roar for ever. Thy ittt^ that once

walked in the flov/ery enchanted paths of fin, muil

now walk on the difmal burning foil of hell. G my
wretched companion! I parted v/ith thee with pain

and reludlance in the ftruggles of death, but nov/ I

meet thee with greater terror and agony. Return to

thy bed in the duft ; there fleep and rot, and let mc
never fee thy (hocking vifage more." In vain the pe-

tition! the reluvflant foul mull: enter its prifon, from
whence it fnall never more be difrnifled. And if we
might Indulge imagination fo far, v/e might fuppofe

the body begins to recriminate in fuch language as

this :
" Come, guilty foul, enter thy old manlion; if

it be horrible and fhocking, it is ov/ing to thyfeif.

Was not the animal frame, the brutal nature, fubjecfled

to thy government, who art a rational principle ^. In-

ftead of being debafed by me, it became thee to have

not only retained the dignity of thy nature, but to have
exalted mine, by noble employments and gratifications

worthy an earthly body united to an immoital fpirit,

Tho4
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Thou mighted have reA'-ained my members from be-

ing the inftrumciits of iu-i, and made them the inftru-

ments of righteoufnefs. My knees would have bow-
ed at the throne of grace, but thou didil not: aired:

that pofture. Mine eyes would have read, and mine

ears heard the word of life •, but thou wouldft not fet

them to that employ, or wouldfl: not attend to it. And
now it is but juft the body thou didfl: proftitute to fin

fhould be the inftrument of thy punifhment. Indeed,

fain would I relapfe into fenfclefs earth as I was, and

continue in that infenfibility forever:—but didft thou

not hear the all-roufing trumpet juft now ? did it not

even fhake the foundations of thy infernal prifon ? It

was that call that awakened me, and fummoned me to

meet thee, and I could not refiil it. Therefore come,

miferable foul, take pofTeffion of this frame, and let

us prepare for everlailing burning. O that it were

now pollible to die ! O that we could be again fepa-

rated, and never be united more! Vain v/illi ; the

weight of mountains, the pangs of hell, the flames

of unquenchable fire, can never diflblve thefe chains

which now bind us togetiier !"*

O ! Sirs, what a fliocking interview is this ! O the

glorious, dreadful morning of the refurredlion ! What
fcenes of unknown joy and terror v/ill then open ?

Methinks v/e muft always have it in profpedt -, it muft

even

* The Rev. Mr. John Rej-nolds, in his poem entitled DeatFi

T'lfton, introduces the foul fpeaking againft the body, and afterwards

checking its ce'ifures, and turning them upon iifelf, in a vein of

ihouglu not uni'ke that of Mr. Davies.

Go, tempter, go, as thou haft been

A quick extinguifjier of heav'nly fires!

A fource of black enormity and fin,

Tiiou cramp cf facred motions and delires !

How brave and blefs'd am I,

Unfetter'd from thy company,

Tbou enemy of my joys and me ?

But pardon that 1 thus

Unconfcioufiy accufe

!

How much more cruel have J been to ihse !

" 'Tvvas cruel I cblig'd thee to obey

" The wilful dictates of my guilty fvv.:y."
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even now engage our thoughts, and fill us with trem-

bling iolicitude, and make it the great object of our

labour and purfuit to fhare in the refuirecftion of the

But for what ends do thefe fleeping multitudes rife ?

For what purpofes do they come forth ? My text will

tell you,

IV. They ihall come forth, fome to the refurrcoiion.

of life^ andjome to the refurre^icn of damnalion. They
are fummoned from their graves to ftand at the bar,

and brought out of prifon by angelic guards to pafs

their lafc trial. And as in this impartial trial they will

be found to be perfons of very different charav5i:ers, the

righteous Judge of the earth will accordingly pro-

nounce their different doom.
See a glorious multitude^ 'xhich none can number^

openly acquitted, pronounced bleffed, and welcomed
into the kingdom prepared for them from' the foundation

of the world. Now they enter upon a ftate which de-

ferves the name of life. They are all vital, all a6tive,

all glorious, all happy. Thty fhine brighter than the

fiars in the firmament ; like the fun for ever and ever.

All their faculties overflow with happinefs. They
mingle with the glorious company of ang^els j they

behold that Saviour whom unfeen they loved ; they

dwell in eternal intimacy witli the Father of their fpi-

rits ; they are employed with ever-new and growing
delight in the exalted fervices of the heavenly fmftuary.

They fhall never more fear nor feel the leaft touch of
forrow, pain, or any kind of mifery, but fnail be as

happy as their natures can admit through an immortal

duration. What a glorious new creation is here ! what
illuflrious creatures formed of the dull ! And fnall

any of us join in this happy company ? O ! fliall any
of us, feeble, dying, finful creatures, fhine in their

glory and happinefs ? This is a moft interefling en-

quiry, and I v/ould have you think of it with trem-

bling anxiety \ and I fhali prefently anfwer it in its

place.

The
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The profped would be delightful, if our charity

could hope that this will be the happy end of all the

fons of men. But, alas ! multitudes, ar^d we have

reafon to fear the far greater number fhall come forth,

not to the refurrcclion of life, but to the refurredlioii

of damnation. Damnation! what terror is in the

found. If audacious finners in our world make light

of it, and pray for it on every trifling occafion, their

infernal brethren that feel its tremendous import are

not fo hardy, but tremble and groan, and can trifle

with it no more.

L,et us realize the miferable doom of this clafs

of mankind. See them burfl:ing into life from their

fubcerranean dungeons, hideous fliapes of deformity

an J terror, expreffiveof the vindidivedefign for which
tlieir bodies are repaired, and of the boifterous and
malignant pafTions that ravage their fouls. Horror
throbs through every vein, and glares wild and furi-

ous in their eyes. Every joint trembles, and every

countenance looks down-cail and gloomy. Now they

fee that tremendous day of which they were warned
in vain, and ihudder at thofe terrors of which they

once made light. They immediately know the grand

bufinefs of the day, and the dreadful purpofe for which
they are roufed from their flumbers in the grave ; to

be tried, to be convicfled, to be condemned, and to

be dragged away to execution. Confcience has been

anticipating the trial in a feparate flate -, and no fooner

is the foul united to the body than immediately con-

fcience afcends its throne in the breafl, and begins to

accufe, to convidl, to pafs fentence, to upbraid, and

to torment. The finner is condemned, condemned at

his own tribunal, before he arrives at the bar of his

Judge. The firft adl ot confcioufnefs in his own ftate

of exiftence is a convicfcion that he is condemned, an

irrevocably condemned creature. He enters the court,

knowing beforehand how it will go with him. When
he finds himfelf ordered to the left hand of his Judge,

Wiizw he hears the dreadful fentence thundered out

againll:

f
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againft him, Depart from nic accurfed^ It was but what

he expefted. Now he can fl;itter himfelf with vain

hopes, and fhut his eyes againft the light of convic-

tion, but then he will not be able to hope better •, then

he muft know the worft of his cafe. The formality

of the judicial trial is neceflary for the convidion of

the world, but not for his; his own confcience has

already determined his condition. However, to con-

vince others of the juftice of his doom, he is dragged

and guarded from his grave to the judgment-feat by

fierce unrelenting devils, now his tempters, but then

his tormentors. With what horror does he view the

burning throne and the frowning face of his Judge,

that Jefus whom he once difregarded, in fpite of all his

dying love and the falvation he offered 1 How does he

wifh for a covering of rocks and mountains to conceal

him from his angry eye! but all in vain. Appear he

muft. He is ordered to the left among the trembling

criminals; and now the trial comes on. All his evil

deeds, and all his omiiTions of duty, are nov/ produced

againft him. All the mercies he abufed, all the chaf-

tifements he defpifed, all the means of grace he neg-

lected or mifim proved, every fmful, and even every idle

v/ord, nay, his moft fecret thoughts and difpofitions

are ail expofed, and brought into judgment againft

him. And when the Judge puts it to him, " Is it

not fo finner ? Are not thefe charges true r" confcience

obliges him to confefs and cry out. Guilty ! guilty

!

And now the trem.bling criminal being plainly con-

vidled, and left without all plea and all excufe, the

fupreme Judge, in ftern majefty and inexorable juftice,

thunders out the dreadful fentence, Departfro?n meye

curfed^ into everlafiing fire^ prepared for the devil and

his angels. Matt. xxv. 41. O tremendous doom!
every word is big with terror, and fhoots a thunder-

bolt through the heart. " Depart: away from ray

prefence -, 1 cannot bear fo Joathfome a fight. I once

invited thee to come to me, that thou mighteft have

life, bat thou wouldft not regard the invitation ; and

now
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now thou fhalt never hear that inviting voice more.

Depart from mej from me, the only Fountain of hap-

pinefs, the only proper Good for an immortal mind."
' But, Lord,' (we may fuppofe the criminal to fay)

' if I muft depart; blefs me before I go.' " No," fays

the sngry Judge, " depart accurfed-, depart with my
eternal and heavy curfe upon thee ; the curfe of that

power that made thee; a curfe dreadfully efficacious,

that blafts whatever it falls upon like flafhes of con-

fuming, irrefiftible lightning," ' But if I muft go
away under thy curfe, (the criminal may be fuppofed

to fay) let that be all my punifhment ; let me depart

to fome agreeable, or at leaft tolerable reccfs, where I

may meet with fomething to mitigate the curfe.'

" No, depart into fire ; there burn in all the 'excruci-

ating tortures of that outrageous element." * But,

Lord, if I muft make my bed in fire, O let it be a

tranfient blaze, that will foon burn itfelf out, and put

an end to my torment.' " No, depart into everlaft-

ina; fire ; there burn without confumins", and be tor-

mented without end." ' But, Lord, grant me (cries

the poor wretch) at leaft the mitigation of friendly,

entertaining, and fympathizing company •, or, if this

cannot be granted, grant me this fmall, this almoft

no requeft, to be doomed to fome folitary corner in

Hell, where I lliall be punifhed only by my own con-

fcience and thine immediate hand -, but O deliver me
from thefe malicious, tormenting devils ; banifh me
into fome apartment in the infernal pit far from their

fociety.' " No, depart into everlafting fi.re prepared

for the devil and his angels : thou muft make one of

their wretched crew for ever ; thou didft join with

them in finning;, and now muft fliare in their punifh-

ment : thou didft fubmit to them as thy tem^pters, and

now thou muft fubmit to them as thy tormentors."

Sentence being pronounced, it is immediately exe-

cuted. 'Thejejhall go azvay into everlafting puniffoment.

Matt. XXV. 46. Devils drag them away to the pit,

and pufti them dov/n headlong. There they are con-

fined
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fined in chains of darknefs, and in a lake burning with

fire and brimftone, for ever, for ever ! In that dread-

ful word lies the emphafis of torment : it is an hell in

hell. If they might be but releafed from pain, though

it were by annihilation, after they have wept away ten

thoufand millions of ages in extremity of pain, it

would be fome mitigation, fome encouragement •, but,

alas ! when as many millions of ages are pafled as the

ftars of heaven, or the fand on the fca-fhore, or the

atoms of duft in tliis huge globe of earth, their

punifhment is as far from an end as when the fentence

v/as pronounced upon them. For ever ! there is no

cxhaufting of that v/ord ; and when it is affixed to the

Jiigheft degree of mifery, the terror of the found is

utterly infupportable. See, firs, what depends upon,

time, that fpan of time we enjoy in this fleeting life.

Eternity ! awful, all-important eternity depends upon
it.

All this while conference tears the finner's heart with

the moft tormenting refle6lions. " O what a fair op-

portunity I once had for falvation, had I improved it!

I was warned of the confcquences of a life of fin and
careleffnefs : I was told of the neceffity of faith, re-

pentance, and univerfal holinefs of heart and life ; I

qnjoyed a fufHcient fpace for repentance, and all the

neceffary means of falvation, but, fool that I was, I

negleded all, I abufed all ; I refufed to part with my
fins-, I refufed to engage ferioufly in religion, and to

feek God in earneft •, and now 1 am loft for ever with-

out hope. O ! for one of thofe months, one of thofe

weeks, or even fo much as one of thofe days or hours

I once trifled away ! with Vv-hat earneftnefs, with what;

folicitude would I improve it ! But all my opportu-

nities are pafl, beyond recovery, and not a moment
fliall be given me for this purpofe any more. O what
a fool was I to fell my foul for fuch trifles ! to fet fo

light by heaven, and fall into hell through mere neg-

le(5t and careleflhefs ! Ye impenitent, unthinking fin^^

P p p ners,
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ners, though you may now be able to filence or drown
thQ clamours of your confciences, yet the time, or ra-

ther the dread eternity is coming, when they will {peak
in fpite of you -, when they will fpeak home, and be
felt by the moft hardened and remorfelefs heart. There-
fore now regard their warnings while they may be the

means of your recovery.

You and I, my brethren, are concerned in the fo-

lemn tranfaftion of the day I have been defcribing.

You and I fhall either be changed in a moment, in

the twinkling of an eye, or while mouldering in the

grave^ we Jloall hear the voice of the Son of God, and
come forth, either to the rcfurre^ion of life, or to there-

j.irre^iion of damnation. And which, my brethren,

fhall be our doom? Can we foreknow it at this dif-

tance of time } I propofed it to your enquiry already,

whether you have any good reafon to hope you fhall

be of that happy number who fhall rife to life .'' and
now I propofe it again with this counterpart. Have
you any evidences to hope you fhall not be of that

wretched numerous multitude v/ho fhall rife to dam-
nation .^ If there be an enquiry within the compafs
of human knowledge that demands your felicitous

thoughts, certainly it is this. Methinks you cannot

enjoy one moment's eafe or fecurity while this is un-

determined. And is it an anfwerable enquiry .'' Can
we now know what are the prefent diftinguifhing cha-

racters of thofe who fhall then receive fo different a

doom } Yes, my text determines the point \ for,

V. They that have done good fhall come forth to the

refurre£}ion of life, and they that have done evil to the

refurreElicn of damnation. Thefe are the grounds of
the difi:in<5tion that fhall then be made in the final ftates

of men, doing good and doing evil. And certainly

this diftmdion is perceivable now; to do good and to

do evil are not fo much alike as that it fhould be im-

poilible to diftinguifh between them. Let us then

fee what is implied in thefe charaders, and to whom
of us they refpedively belong.

1. What
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I. What is it to do good? This implies, ift, An
honeil endeavour to keep all God's commandments

;

I fay, all his commandments, with regard to God,
our neighbour, and ourfelves, whether eafy or diffi-

cult, whether fafhionable or not, whether agreeable

to our natural conftitution or not, whether enjoining

tlie performance of duty or forbidding the commiflipn

of fin, whether regarding the heart or the outward

practice. I fay an uniform, impartial regard to all

God's commandments, of whatever kind, in all cir-

cumitances, and at all times, is implied in doing

good ; for if v/e do any thing becaufe God commands
it, we will endeavour to do every thing that he com-
mands, becaufe where the reafon ofourcondu6l is the

fame, our conduct itfelf will be the fame. I do not

mean that good men in the prefent ftate perfedly keep

the commandments of God in every thing, or indeed

in any thing -, but I mean that univerfal obedience is

their honeft endeavour. Their character is in fome
meafure uniform and all of a piece; that is, they do
not place all their religion in obedience to fome com-
mands which may be agreeable to them, as though
that would make atonement for their negled of
others •, but, like David, they are for having a refpe6l.

and indeed have a refpeSi to all God's commandments.

Pfalm cxix. 6. Ivly brethren, try yourfelves by this

teft.

2. To do good in an acceptable manner pre-fup-

pofes a change of nature and a new principle. Our
nature is fo corrupted that nothing really and formally

good can be performed by us till it be renewed. To
confirm this I fhill only refer you to Eph. ii. 10. and
Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. where being created in Chrift

Jefus to good works, and receiving a new heart of
fiefii, are mentioned as pre~requifites to our walking
in God's ffcatutes. As for the principle of obedience,

it is the love of God, 1 John v. 3. that is, we mult
obey God becaufe we love him; we muft do good be-

caufe
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caufe we delight to do good -, otherwife it is all hy-

pocrify, conftraint, or felfifhnefs, and cannot be ac-

ceptable to God. Here again, my brethren, look

into your hearts and examine what is the principle of

your obedience, and whether ever you have been made
new creatures.

3. I muft add, efpecially as we live under the gof-

pel, that your dependence for life muft not be upon
the good you do, but entirely upon the righteoufnefs

of Jefus Chrift. After you have done all, you muft
acknowledge you are but unprofitable fervants, and

renounce all your works in point of merit, while you
abound in them in point of praftice. Phil. iii. 7, 8.

This is an effential charafteriftic of evano-elical obedi-
CD

encCj and without it you cannot expeft to have a re-

furre(5lion to eternal life and bleflednefs.

I might enlarge upon this head, but time will not

permit ; and I iiope thefe three characters may fufFice

to fhevv you what is implied in doing good. Let us

now proceed to the oppofite charafter.

2. What is it to do evil ? This implies fuch things

as thefe : The habitual negled of well-doing, or the

performance of duties in a languid, formal manner,

or without a right principle, and the wilful indulgence

of any one fin •, the fecret love of fin, though not fuf-

fered to break forth into the outward pradice. Here
it is evident at firft fight that profane finners, drunk-

ards, fwearers, defrauders, avowed negle6lors of re-

ligion, &c. have this difmal brand upon them, that

they are fuch as do evil. Nay, all fuch who are in

their natural ftate, without regeneration, whatever

their outfide be, muft be ranked in this clafs : for

that which is horn of the fcfh is fit (Id ^ John iii. 6. mid

they that are in the fiefh cannot fleafe God^ nor be rightly

fubje^ to his law. Rom. viii. 7, 8.

And now wlio is for life, and who for damnation

among you ? Thefe characters are intended to make
tho. diftindion among you, and I pray you apply them
ht that purpofco

As
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As for fuch of you who amidft all your lamented

infirmities are endeavouring horiefl:ly to do good, and
grieved at heart that you can do no more, you alfo

muft die; you muft die, and feed the worms in the

duft. But you iliall rife gloriously improved, rife to

an immortal life, and in all the terrors and confterna-

tion of that laft day, you will be fecure, ferene,* and
undifturbed. The almighty Judge will be your friend,

and that is enough. Let this thought difarm the

king of terrors, and give you courage to look down
into the grave, and forv/ard to the great rifing day.

O what an happy imimortality opens its glorious prof-

peds beyond the ken of iight before you ! and after

a few struggles more in this ftate of warfare, and reft-

ing awhile in the bed of death, at the regions of eter-

nal bleflednefs you will arrive, and take up your refi-

dence there for ever.

But are there not fome here who are confcious that

thefe favourable chara6lers do not belong to them ?

that know that well-doing is not the bufinefs of their

life, but that they are workers of iniquity.'' I tell you
plainly, and with all the authority the word of God
can give, that if you continue fuch, you fnall rife to

damnation. That will undoubtedly be your doom,
uniefs you are greatly changed and reformed in heart

and life. And will this be no excitement to vigorous

endeavours? Are you proof againft: the energy of

fuch a confideration ? Ye carelefs finners, awiike out

of your fecurity, and prepare for death and judgment

!

this fleeting life is all the time you have for prepara-

tion, and can you trifle it avv'ay ? Your all, your eter-

nal all is fet upon the fmgle caft of life, and you mufl

ftand the hazard of the dye. You can make but one

experiment, and if that fail, through your floth or

mifmanagement, you are irrecoverably undone for ever.

Therefore, by the dread authority of the great God,
by the terrors of death, and the great riiing day, by

the joys of heaven, ar/i the torments of hell, and by

the
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the value of your immortal fouls, I intreat, I charge,

I adjure you to awake out of your fecurlty, and im-

prove the precious moments of life. The world is

dying all around you. And can you reft eafy in fuch

a world while unprepared for eternity ? Awake to

righteoufnefs now, at the gentle call of the gofpei,

before the laft trumpet give you an alarm of another

kind.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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