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TO THE

CHURCH and CONGREGATION,

Meeting in Blanket-Row, Hull.

My dear Brethren and Friends,

T is now about ten years fince I had the

honour and happinefs of being fir ft ac-

quainted and conneded with you, during

which fpace the Lord has been pleafed to

fmile upon us in a very gracious manner.

We have fttn his power, and have been

bleffed with his prefence in our folemn meet-
ings : And from a very fmalr beginning, by
the good hand of our God upon us, our

numbers are cormderably increafed Our
fociety is enriched, with what may properly

be (tiled the glory of every religious connec-
tion, unity of fentiment and difinterefled affec-

tion. Privileged with the prefence and bief-

fing of God in his ordinances, finners have
been convinced, faints comforted, and fome
ripened for glory : They have been removed
from us, without leaving even a fufpicion of
their fincerity, or a doubt that they were
gone to Jefus. May we be followers of

..---' a 2 them*

PSIKCETOIT

THEOLOGICAL



iv EPISTLE DEDICATORY.
them, who, through faith and patience, do
now inherit the promifes.

Under the folemn weight of the minifterial

charge,—the infirmities of a feeble body, and
the difcouragements which are the irifepa-

rable companions of a timorous difpofition,

I have often found myfelf ready to link.

But next to thofe fupports which come more
immediately from above, (without any defign

to flatter, which I would ftudioufly avoid) I

am bound in duty to declare that your pray-

ers for me, and carriage towards me, have

in no fmall degree contributed to my re-

lief.

The mod warm, ftcady, and uniform re-

fpecr both to myfelf and miniftry, has not

only been profefled in words, but confirmed

in your conduct. It has been your fludy to

keep my mind ferene, and to make me hap-

py in your connection : And on the other

hand, it has been my deiire to commend
myfelf to the confcience of every one

amongft you as in the fight of God ; con-

vinced of this truth, that faithfulnefs

commands refped:. And as the affedion

was real, mutual, and increafing, by your

prayers my heart was encouraged, and my
hands flrengthened. This has often been a

refreshing thought to me in my ftudies, that

while I was engaged in fearching the fcrip-

tures for your profit, you were pleading for

me before the throne, that God would affift,

guide,
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guide, and profper me. The people's pray-

ers are a fure prefage of a minifier's fuc-

cefs,

Truly I may fay, the lot is fallen to me
in pleafant places. Happy not only in the

friendship and connection of my own congre-

gation, I feel that happinefs increafcd by
that favour which the Lord has evidenced to

the town of Hull in general. He hath not

dealt fo with every people; and the lingular

appearances of divine providence for us in

this reipect, call for our moft grateful ad-*

miration. How has the King of Zion
fent one minifter after another, till almofl

every pulpit, both in the efiablifhment and
out of it, is filled with the proclamation of
complete redemption and free ialvation. Sin-

ners are invited,—Chrift exalted,—bigotry

in a great meafure banifhed, and the fpirit of
forbearance prevails. An agreeable harmony
fubiilts between the feveral minifcers : An
harmony which I truft is more than the

lhadow of ceremony, or the found of re-

port.-—As their aim is one, fo (circumftantials

apart) they wifh each other fuccefs in the

Durfuit of it.

With refpecl: to the following difcourfes,

they are now delivered into your hands as

an anfwer to your earned; and repeated re-

queue Although I am fully convinced of
the many defects which attend them, I could

perfuade myfelf to do little more than give

you
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you a bare tranfcript of what you have heard

before from the pulpit. You well know, I

have not been forward to appear in this

public manner ; and complied with your re-

queft, when I could refift it no longer.

However, if the following difcourfes, by a

divine blefiing, mould prove any way ufeful

either to yourfelves or others, I have my re-

ward, and hope that God will have the

glory, I would wifh to facrifice every thing

to the honour of God, and the good of

fouls ; being perfuaded that <f minifters

" mould live to the fame end for which
" Chrift died, viz. the bringing men to God,-—
" to the knowledge, love, and friendship of
" him in this world, as the beginning of
" their compleat and final bleffednefs in his

" communion and prefence in the world to

" come."
Perhaps fome advantages may be derived

from the prefent publication.

Hereby you will have an opportunity of

weighing, with greater care and deliberation,

what you have heard in public, and thereby

may be led more clofely to examine what
improvement you have made of thoie folemn

truths, which have been delivered to you
from time to time. By thefe fermons I

hope likewife to converfe with fome of you,

when both my life and miniftry mall be

ended : And be admitted to audience with

you in the Family and Clofet, when I

fliall
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mall be no more permitted to meet with

you in the fan&uary,—Another advantage

may refpecl: the rifing generation. When
the folemn fummons fliall call you into

eternity, and permit you no longer to in-

ftruct and watch over your children ; thefe

fermons, publifhed at your requeft, and
handed down to your pofterity, may induce

them to take notice of the dodtrines you have

embraced, and the bleffed truths by which
your minds were fupported, and your conduct

influenced. Leaving them in his hands,

who alone can make them ufeful, may the

bleffing of God go with them.
*io q

I am,

Sirs and Brethren,

Your fincere Friend,

And unworthy Servant in the Gofpel,

Kjngston-upon-Hull, g. LAMBERT.
April 20, 1779.
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SERMON I.

Sacred Logic ; or, The Comfort of

Revelation fupported on the Bafis

of Reafon.

ROM. V. 10.

For if when we were enemies, we were recon-

ciled to God by the death of his Son : much
more being reconciled we Jhall be faved by

bis Ife.

ENcouraging docftrine, fupported by fo-

lid argument ! Here Reafon lends her

aid to glorify God her Author, and to

comfort M thofe who h;ive fled for refuge to

lay hold on the hope fet before them*' in the

Gofpel. The moft important truths are

here, like the boards of the tabernacle, uni-

ted together, and fet in fockets of gold.—
All is harmony, all is beautiful—and, to

crown the whole, all is Immutable and Im-
mortal. The fair Temple of Truth muft
ftand for ever ; it is that Tabernacle which
lhall never be disjointed, never trken down;
it is that Structure in which all the marvel-

A lous



2 Sacred Logic.

lous of the Deity is difplayed, and on which
his glory fhall be everlaftingly exalted.

What a glorious connection do thefe words

of the Apoftle prefent to our view !—A con-

nection between an injured God and an in-

tervening Saviour !—A connection between

the fovereign Lord of Nature and finners of

the human race ! A connection between

the fufferingp and glory of the Redeemer !

—

A connection between free reconciliation and

complete falvation !—Beautiful, furprifing,

ever-glorious harmony ! O that it was more

ftudied, admired, and improved by all that

call themfelves Chriftians. Here facred

Truth mines forth in all her native excellence

and unfullied luftre; the whole ceconomy of

the divine conduCt is unveiled; the myftery

of redeeming love difplayed; and all the

wife (and no lefs wonderful) effeCts of that

love are evidenced for our encouragement,

comfort, and fupport. A fmiling God and

the redeemed finner (like the Father and the

Prodigal in the parable) rejoice together.

—

The facrifice is jlain—both are reconciled

—

the one is honoured, and the other faved.

Permit me, Brethren, to invite you at this

feafon, under the reviving beams of Truth

—

Truth, facred, faving Truth—Truth, with

all its furrounding rays, beams forth in the

words of the text. In this light let us

view objeCts of the greater!: importance; ob-

jects, truly diverfe, but in which we are

greatly
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greatly interested. Here let us contemplate

ourfelves as finners fallen, and the great

Author of Being, as in Jefus, reconciled unto

us.—And, in the light of Truth, all that

we can fee in the creature is misery, and

the very oppofite of merit : all that we
can fee of God is gracious, wonderful, and

immutable. Here we have no difcouraging

uncertainties for believing finners; but where

they are reconciled, they Jhail be faved. Dy-
ing, Chrift procured the former ; and, living,

he fecures the latter. There is no perad-

venture to them that are really reconciled by

Chrift,and through the operation of thefpirit.

If this is fure, all is fure ; if there be a mif-

take, it lies elfewhere. Be it therefore your

great concern to make this matter fure to

yourfelves ;—keep not diiputing about the

truth or falfliood of this or that doctrine,

but fee that your ground-work be good;

—

*

examine yourfelves whether ye be in the

faith ;—whether you are reconciled to God;
whether you have gone as poor, fin-convict-

ed, felf-condemned finners, to fubmit to

him through Chrift ;—to be pardoned, ac-

cepted, and approved by Him through Chriil:;

to be interefted in his favour, faved by his

grace, and made happy, both by him and

with him, in his palace.— If this be really

your ftate and character, I will leave the

Apoftle to fpeak my fentiments concerning

your iecunty. " for if when we were ene-

A 2 mieSp
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mies, &c."—You fee holiness, perseve-
rance, and salvation, are but fo many
bleffed fruit- bearing branches that grow out

of the root reconciliation ; and, conie-

quently, fuch as do not fully perfevere in

holinefs and to falvation, either they were
never actually reconciled to God, or the Apo-
ftle was miftaken in his dodtrine. But fee^

ing he was called, inftru&ed, and commif-r

fioned by Chrift, and guided by the Spirit of
Wifdom and Revelation, we ought, not-

withftanding the poiitive afTertions of many,
to acquiefce in the declaration of one who
was fent from God, and owned by him as

his AmbafTador to our finful world.—Let
God be true though thoulands lhould be
found liars.

—

All> and every one, who is

brought into a ftate of reconciliation, jhall

be faved ; faved abundantly,-—faved com-
pleatly, —faved by Chrift, in him, and through

him, by his death, in his right, and through
his grace, power, and interceffion. M For
if when we were enemies, &c.

M
In which

words we have,

I. The character of the perfons for whom
this privilege is obtained, and who, by
grace, are eventually advantaged by it,

Enemies.

II. The invaluable privilege procured for

them, Reconciliation to God by the death

ef his Son.

Ill, The
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III, The encouraging inference deduced

from, and founded on this, much more

being reconciled we Jha\l be Javed by his

life.

Thefe things confidered, will make way
for a few inferences from the whole.

J. Let us coniider the condition and cha-

racter of the perfons referred to by the

Apoftle 3—they are defcnbed as " without

ftrength and ungodly/' Ver. 0. " When we
were yet without ftrength, in due time Cbrift

died for the ungodly." As Jinners ; ver. 8.

f*. God commended his love towards us, in

that while we were yet finners Chrift died

for us/' And as enemies in the text ;— each of

which expreilions is awfully important ;

being without ftrength, intimates that they

have loft that ability to ierve God, which they

had in their creaticn-ftate;— being ungodly,

that they are deprived of that likeneis to God,
which was their glory as creatures;—being

finners* it is evident they are tranigreffors

againft God and his law ;—but when they

are ftiled enemies the idea is heightened : it

fhews them to be malefactors of the vileft

fort ; rebels againft God, and traitors againft

his government; in arms againft their law-

ful Sovereign, and contending with the Au-
thor of their being.—The nature of this en-

mity will perhaps be beft explained by advert-

ing to a fimiiar paffage in the writings of
the
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the fame Apoftle. Such a one we find,

Colofl'. i. 2 1 , 22. " And you that were fome-

time alienated, and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled, in

the body of his fiem through deatk, to prefent

you holy, and unblameable, and unreprove-

able in his fight." In conlidering mankind
therefore under the notion of enemies, we
may take notice both of the evidences of this

enmity to God, and of the feat of it—Ene-
mies in their mind by wicked works.

i. Sinners evidence themfelves to be na-

tural enemies to God by their conduct}

their deeds teftify of them that they are vile,

the members of the body are become the

inftruments of unrighteoulhefs, and devoted

to the fervice of the Devil, in oppofition to

the Creator.—How is the great God abufed,

infulted, injured by his creatures! Look
round the world, and however its inhabitants

differ in climate, complexion, language, or

profeflion, their defign, their aim is one,

viz. oppofition to God. Behold one with

eyes full of adultery ; another with his lips

belching out blafphemies ; a third railing up

an idol with his hands, while a fourth falls

down before it, and on his bended knees

adores that which can neither fuccour the in-

digent, nor fave the diftrefled.

—

This man
oppofing the Truth of God with his tongue,

and that engaged in the fame purfuit with

4iis pen.—One bidding defiance to him in

words*
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words, and another rebelling againft the dif-

pofals of his providence with all the marks of

rage and difappointment.—What a general

oppofition is there to that fubjection which
conftitutes a creature's happinefs ! what a

fmful defire after that independence which to

obtain would be confummate wretchednefs

!

How are the children of men groaning to be

delivered from that eafy yoke, that honourable

fervice, which is both the dignity and hap-

pinefs of a finful creature to delight in ! Take
a view of every natural man's conduct in the

glafs of God's law, and what a contrail: do
we difcover ! For what is the law ? Is it not

the tranfcript of God's Nature, as well as

the revelation of his will ? If fo, we are

reduced to this painful neceffity to pronounce
all the unfanctified part of Adam's race ene-

mies againft God, and oppofite to his image.

What is every wicked aBiony but a battery

erected againft the authority and holinefs of
God revealed in his law ? And many of thofe

actions may be called unmafked batteries, or,

to ufe the expreflion of the Apoftle, " the

works of the flefh are manifefl, which are

thefe, adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, laf-

civioufnefs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, va-

riance, emulations, wrath, ftrife, feditions,

herefies, envyings, murders, drunkennefs,

revellings, and fuchlikeV Each of thefe

is a ftrong fortrefs erected againft God, jfup-

ported by a garrifon of infernal fpirits, and
a Gal. v. 19—21. furnifhed
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furnifhed from the magazine of a defperately

wicked heart: In fupport of° fhefe% thoufands

have fallen already by the fword of venge-

ance, and have been frowned into hell by a

God of judgment; and yet they are fuc-

ceeded by others equally defperate and in-

fatuated.

It is true, all do not arrive at the fame

excefs of wickednefs; forne through the re-

ftraint of a religious education ; others from
a defire to attain, or preferve, a good character

amongft men ; fome for want of Juttable

temptations, and others, from checks of na^

tural confcience, are reftrained from the gra-

tification of their lufts : Yet all have fuffi-

cient in their con duel: to evince, that previous

to the renovation of their hearts by the fpirit

of the Lord, they are enemies to God by
wicked works—and however fpecious their

character, however regular their conduct,

harmlefs their converfation, or exemplary

their lives may have been in the fight of their

fellow-creatures, before God they are guilty,

polluted, and unclean.

2. If we take a view of the feat of all this

oppofition, the character will appear, if pof-

fible, more odious Enemies in the mind by

wicked works Wicked works are but the

ebullitions of a depraved heart—the mind is

the fpring of all the evils we have named
already. Rom. viii. 7. " the carnal mind
is enmity againft God ; for it is not fubjeel:

to
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to the law of God ; neither indeed can be."

Hence we read, that they " like not to re-

tain God in their knowledge b
•>" they con-

temn God c

; they pradlically fay unto God,
" Depart from us : for we defire not the

knowledge of thy ways'
1 ;" yea they are faid to

be " haters of GodV Haters of that ado-

rable Being, who is the perfection of Beauty

and Bleflednefs,—Haters of that God who is

goodnefs in the very abftrad:. Haters of
that Father that begat, fupports, and pro-

vides for them.—Haters of the God of love*

Should it be faid, The Apoftle is there fpeak-

ing of Heathens who had not the knowledge
of the true God* -The faft muft be con-
ferred ; but I prefume this character is in no
wife peculiar to Heathens, as fuch ; but to

Heathens in common with all unconverted,

unrenewed men. If we go back as far as

the time of David, which was near eleven

hundred years before St. Paul wrote his

Epiftle to the Romans, we fhall find men of
the fame character, and men who probably

lived within the pale of the Jewifh Church.
t€ Surely thou wilt flay the wicked, O God:
depart from me therefore, ye bloody men

;

for they fpeak againft thee wickedly, and
thine enemies take thy name in vain. Do
not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee?

and am not I grieved with them that rife up
againft thee

f ?"—The reafon why the Royal

B Pfalmift
b Rom. i. 28.—

-

c Pfal. x. 13.—-d Job xxi, 14.—" Rom. i. 30.
- Pfalm cxxxix, 19, 20, 21.
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Pfalmift hated them, was, becaufe they re-

viled, blafphemed, and hated his God.

This enmity, indeed, cannot always appear

in a direct manner againft the Moft High,

yet it evidences itfelf againft his image

wherever it is found. All perfecution, whe-
ther of particular perfons, or of the church

in general, is to be afcribed to this vile prin-

ciple, " Hatred of God." Thus Afaph fings,

" Lo, thine enemies make a tumult, and

they that hate thee have lift up the head.

Thev take crafty counfel againft thy people,

and confult againft thy hidden ones. s"

" They that are after the flefti do perfecute

thofe that are after the fpiritV

The mind then is the feat of that enmity

which appears againft God. " Every ima-

gination of the thought of the heart is only

evil continually * :V not only Jbtne thought,

but every thought; not only the thought,

but the imagination, where thought is firft

delineated.

—

They are only evil; evil without

any mixture of good ; and not only evil in the

fuileft fenfe, but evil continually. The
fountain is inexhauftible, and the ftream per-

petual. With the greateft propriety is the heart

defcribed by the Prophet to be deceitful

above all things, and defperately wicked \

—

" Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,

murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falfe

witnefs,

? Pf. lxxxui. 2, 3. & Gal. iv\ 29. x Gen. vi. 5.—

-

k Jer. xvii. 9.
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witnefs,. blafphemies
'

;"—that is, all thofe

works of the rlefb, fpecified under the former

particular. Men are enemies, in their mind,

to the law, the government, the providence,

the perfections, the nature, and the image

of God. What a cage of unclean birds, a

den of ravenous hearts, a cockatrice neft, a

fink of iniquity, a fepulchre of corruption,

a repoiitory of enmity, a magazine of tuft,

is the unfan&ified heart of the finner ! Think
not that I make ufe of too fhong language,

if I call it the throne where Satan ruleth at

will his miferable vaifals.

Difagreeable as this reprefentation may
appear, and from which fome of you may be

ready to turn away with difdain, permit me
to obferve, that, deformed as this portrait may
feem, it either is, or has been, the juft re-

prefentation of us all. It is impoffible to fix

upon a more vile character than this, " Ene-
mies of God ;" and yet the Apoftle informs

!

the church at Rome, that this was once

their condition ; yea, he goes further, and
includes himfelf in the fame clafs. There
was a time, fays he, when we were enemies,

i. e. not only enemies to each other, but

enemies to that God, to whom we are now
reconciled by the death and fpirit of Chrift.

But to bring this part of the fubjedt to a

clofe. Have you, my Brethren, been ever

led to fee this awful truth realized in your-

B 2 felves?

I Matt. xv. 19.
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felves ? Seeing it, have you been humbled
in the duit of felf-abafement ? And is it a

fubjecl: of frequent reflection and fui table

concern, that you have ever been enemies

of God ? Do you mourn over it, and loath

yourfelves for it ? From the perfons let us

pafs on to

II. The invaluable privilege procured for

them, Reconciliation to God by the death of
his Son.—In which we have to confider the

privilege itfelf, Reconciliation-, the object to

which it relates, God ; and the means where-
by it was procured, the death of his Son.

i. The privilege is Reconciliation : And if

we confider the character and condition of

the perfons here defcribed, it is evident that

they have no claim to the honour of the work,
though the advantage arifing from it is pro-

perly theirs. Reconciliation to God, may be

coniidered either as virtual or aclual> procu-

red for us by the death of Chrift, or wrought*

in us by the Spirit of holinefs. In each view
it is defcribed in the text, but the former is

particularly intended in the words we are

now upon *.—Virtual reconciliation then,

or

* The pious Dr. Guyfe has the following note fubjoined to

his excellent Paraphrafccn the words. Reconciliation to God by

the death of his Scn y in the former part of this verie, ieems to

relate to Chrifl's having wrought out our reconciliation, or

completed all, in a way of merit by his death, that was nccef-

fary to appeafe the wrath ofGod, and make way for the riches

of his grace to becomunicated to us, in full confidence with the

honour of all his perfections, and of his law and government,
which
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or that which was procured for fin tiers by

ChrinYs death, confifts in full fatisfactioii

made to juftice for fin ; and in that complete

obedience which be, as the tinner's fubiiitute

or furety, rendered to the law.—That he

made fatisfadtion to juftice, is evident from,

the following fcriptures :
" The Lord hath

laid on him the iniquity of us allV—**' He
bore our fins in his own body on the treeV—

»

" He was wounded for our tranfgrefiions,

he was bruifed for our iniquities, the chat*

tifement of our peace was upon him, and

with his ftripes we are healed ." " He
fufFered for fins, the juft for the unjuft, that

he might bring us to God p."—And that he

rendered full obedience to the law, in their

room and place, is no lefs clear :
" The

Lord is well pleafed for his righteoufnefs

fake, he will magnify the law, and make it

honourableV—" By the obedience of one

(viz. Chrifl). (hall many be made righteous
1"."

" Sinners are made the righteoufnefs of God
in himV—-and this " righteoufnefs is unto

all, and upon all them that believe'."—As
tinners,

which the Apoftle had called, ver. 6 and 8, Cbrifts dying fcr

the ungodly, and dying for us : But being reconciled, in the la!t

claufe of the verk, feems to relate to the reconciliation's taking

place upon us ; or to our being brought into a itate of actual

reconciliation and peace with God, and justification in his

fight, through faith in Chrilt's blood, which the Apoitle had

fpoken of, ver. i, 9, and which in the verfe after this (ver. 11)

he calls our receiving the atonement,

m Ifa. liii. 6.—n
1 Pet. ii. 24..— ° Ifa. liii. 5.—

-

p
1 Pet. iii. 18.

1 Ifa. xiii. 21.— r Rom. v. 19.—' 2 Cor. v. 21.—* Rom. iii. 22.
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finners, we have as much need of the obe-
dience of Chrift, in order to our being ad-

mitted into heaven, as we have of his death

to deliver us from hell :—For, as we are

unable to render fatisfaclion to divine juftice

for fin, feeing we are without Jlrength, fo

even after we are brought into union to

Chrift, all our fervices are imperfect, and

therefore can never give us a title to heaven.

As fincere, they may be the evidences of our

claim, but the title is in the righteoufnefs

of Jefus Chrift. " Eternal life is the gift of
God, through Jefus Chrift our LordV
And in the whole fcheme of a tinner's falva-

tion, " Grace reigns through righteoufnefs,

unto eternal life by Jefus Chrift our Lord w ."

There feems to be fuilicient ground from
fcripiure to conclude, that eternal life was
held forth to man in paradife as the prize to

be obtained ; — but, finning in him, "we
came fhort of the glory of God." We loft

both righteoufnefs and ftrength.—If Chrift

therefore only died to deliver us from mifery,

without a perfect obedience we can never

enter the realms of bleilednefs. But the

truth is, Chrift having obeyed the precepts

oi the law, as well as fufTered the penalty

annexed to difobedience, " he becomes the

end of the law for righteoufnefs to every

one that believethV And the finner, look-

ing

n Rom. vi. 23.

—

w Rem. v. 21.

—

x Rom. x. 4.
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ing to him, by faith, may fay, " Surely in

the Lord have I righteoufnefs and ftrengthV

Had Chrift failed in one point, either in

obeying, or in fuffering, not one firmer

could have been reconciled to God ; not one

admitted into the kingdom of glory.

O what a great, important, interefting

work was this which Chrilt undertook !

for this he left his throne of glory;—for this

he laboured through life, and groaned out

his foul in death, and became a fpedacle of

reproach to men and devils ;—for this he
prayed, and wept, and fweat, and fighed, and

bled ;—for this he hung upon the crofs, and

defcended to the grave.—" He made peace

by the blood of his crofsV and " hath re-

deemed us to God by his bloodV—Redeem-
ed us to the fervice,—to the favour,—and
to the enjoyment of God. He laid his hand
on the contending parties, became a

mediator between both, and funk under
the weight of the undertaking into the grave ;

but funk, like Sampfon, for the falvation of
Ifrael.

2. The objecl to which this reconcilia-

tion relates, is God.—Reconciled to God,

—

that Being, that awful, glorious Being,

whofe frown is hell, whofe fmile is hea-
ven.—That God who, by a fovereign act of
his will, can ftrip us of every pofTeffion;

exclude us from every ray of hope; and

blot

r Ifa. xJv. 24..—z Col. i. 20.—a Rom. v. 9.
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blot our names out of the lift of life :—That
God whofe will is fate; whofe arm is power

;

whofe glories are infinite ; whofe riches are

immenfe ; whofe perfe<£tions are immortal ;

and whofe exiftence is eternal :—That God
in whom every perfection centers, and from
whom all that is excellent derives its beauty

and ufefulnefs : That God who is All ;

who is Being in the very abftrad:, and all

other beings but like fo many lamps hung
round the temple of the univerfe -, all kind-

led by him, all fupplied from him :—That
God (was I to fay, in whom is light, love,

truth, greatnefs, and goodnefs, would be

only to fkim on fhe furface) ; rather let me
fay, that God, who is all this, and infinitely

more than angelic language can exprefs ;

—

to this God we are reconciled by the death

of his Son. O what a privilege is this, my
Brethren !—to have a faithful friend, an af-

fectionate father, a powerful defender, and

an everlafting portion in God ! To have all

that truth, and power, and wifdom, and

faithfulnefs engaged for us, which were once

ao-ainft us !
—-To be brought into his fold,

his family, his favour, his prefence, his

palace !—To have an intereft in God, in his

wifdom, in his truth, in his heart, in his glory

!

what an invaluable bleffing is it ? Yea, to

know it fully, is the fum of bleffednefs.

Reconciliation to God, is the glory of the

crofs :—Reconciliation to God, is the riches

of
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of the Bible. Reconciliation to God, is

the comfort of the church militant :—Re-
conciliation to God, is the fong of the church

triumphant.

3. The means whereby this facred privi-

lege was obtained, is the death of Chrift.

—

" Without fhedding of blood there is no re-

miffionV
>

and without remiffion of fins there

can be no reconciliation to God. Death
then was neceffary, in order to give birth to

fo great a bleffing :—But the death of what?
not of bulls and goats,—not of creatures

like ourfelves; but the death of him who
is greater than all fovereigns ;—of him, to

whom fovereigns are fubject;—of him, to

whom Cherubim and Seraphim minifter.

—

The death of him who is ftiled God's Son,

and the Father's Fellow. O death ! never

waft thou fo honoured,—fo difgraced before

!

With what a train of forrows does he defcend

iWp thy manfions, with what triumph does

he unhinge thy formidable gates ! Come,
Sirs, let us turn afide and behold the forrow^

ing fufferer.—See that face defiled with fpit-

ting, in which angels behold the brightnefs

of glory ;—that head encircled with thorns,

the fruit of the curfe, which was entitled to

a dignity of a different nature ;—thofe hands
which held the reins of univerfal government,
and parcels out the feveral boundaries of the

C nations,

b Heb. ix. 32.
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nations, nailed to the accurfed tree ;—that

fide which beat with ardent love to finners,

pierced by the Centurion's fpear;—and that

body, the extraordinary produ&ion of Om-
nipotence, bathed in blood ; his ears offend-

ed with horrid blafphemies, his eyes with

the cruel infults of the furrounding rabble,

and his lips with the vinegar and gall.

Solemn fcene !~But as yet we only begin to

enter the cloud; behind all this there is

found an anguifh too great for defcription.-

—

His foul, his fpotlefs foul, forrowful, amazed,

overwhelmed. His heart melts beneath the

fcorching beams of juftice, and for us he

felt, that which, if we had endured, would
have been death eternal, mifery complete.

—

He cries; the rocks had echoed back the

found, could they have flood the ihock, but
- they rend before it.—The marble monuments
of the dead are broke up by that voice, which,

in the great day, will dijlodge every grave M
its inhabitants.

—

-He cries! Heaven and earth

attend the call of their Creator ; the one

clothed in unufual mourning, the other con-

vulfed with agnozing throes : He cries !—
How wouldangels wonder anddevils triumph,

while he fhouted, " My God, my God, why
haft thou forfaken men."—O awful feafon !

Matchlefs fuffering! Wonderful love!—God
fpared not his own Son ;—Chrift fpared

not himfelf for yGur fakes, but cheerfully

paid
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paid that which he took not away. c< Recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son." .

How awfully important is the fubjeel; !

" The death of Chrifl is the noon-day of
eternal mercy :"—the death of Chrifl is the

door to hope, to happinefs, to heaven :

—

the death of Chrifl is the price of our pur-
chafe :—the death of Chrifl is the propitia-

tion for our fins.

—

When we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son*

III. From fuch premifes, what may we
not infer ? Much more being reconciled weJhall
be faved by his life.—Here we have the Jlate,

the end* the certainty of real believers.

1. Their flate, they are reconciled.—You
have already heard that reconciliation may
be confidered either as virtual or actual;

meritorious or efficacious. In the former
view, God is reconciled to us through the
obedience and death of Chrifl: But when the

#Apoflle fpeaks here of their being reconciled,

he means the foul's being reconciled to God
by the effectual application of Chrift's blood
to the confeience, and the renovation of the
heart by the Spirit of the Lord.—To be re-

conciled in this view, is to have the heart

fprinkled from an evil confeience ; to have
peace with God ;— to approve of his method
of glorifying himfelf and faving finners

through Chrifl, by grace alone;—to love

C z the

V



20 Sacred Logic.

the law we hated ;—defire the image we once

defpifed, and to fubmit to betaught by him,

to be led by him, to go to God for all, to

devote all to God, and to enjoy all in him

;

to feek him as our treafure, to ferve him as

our Mafter, to love him as our Father, to

live to him as our end, and, if called to it,

to die for him as our beft friend.—Cheerfully

to fubmit to his will at all times, and in re-

lation to all things : or, as a grave divine of

the laft century expreffes it, " to be freely at

" the difpoial of the higheft mind, conform

-

" able to the higheft good, and cheerfully

" compliant with the uncreated will." .

What a bleffed ftate is this !
" Bleffed is the

man whofe tranfgrefiion is forgiven, whofe

fin is covered. BleiTed is the man unto whom
the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in

whofe fpirit there is no guile
c ." -Every

converted perfon is in this ftate ; although he

may not have attained to his full ftature..

We are to diftinguifli between the ftate and

the growth of a perfon in that ftate.—Every

One that is actually reconciled to God, has a

degree of all thofe privileges we have now
infifted on.

2. The end fuch have in view is falvation.

Being reconciled we Jhall be faved. Saved from

fin, from fuffering, from forrow, fo far as it

is penal ; faved from curfe and condemnation,

from the tyranny of Satan, the bondage of
c Pfal xxxii. i, 2. fin*
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fin, and the terrors of an evil confcience. We
jJoall be faved to God and glory ;—faved with
honour ;—faved by grace and power ;—faved

in Chrift and with him ;—faved from the

ruins of the fall, the wreck of worlds, the

reign of death, and the rage of devils;—
" faved in the Lord with an everlafting fal-

vation," fo as " not to be afhamed or con-

founded, world without end d ." How does

this argument prevail over every fear and
doubt ! They that are reconciled are renewed

but in part ; they experience the remains of
corrupt nature, the imperfection of grace,

the wiles of fatan, and the difficulties of per-

fevering ; but they fhall be fan&ified,—(hall

be preserved,—fhall be perfe&ed. God is

reconciled to them, and they to God : and
therefore they may fing with David, " The
Lord will perfect that which concerneth me

:

thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever : for-

fake not the work of thine own handsV
** He which hath begun a good work in them
will perform it unto the day ofJefus ChriftV

3. The certainty of this end depends upon
the life of Chrift. Much more being reconciled

we fhall be faved by his life.—The argument
feems to run to this purpofe : Has he done
the greater, and will he not do the lefs ? Did
he die to redeem his enemies ? and, living,

will he not fave his friends ? Is it not as eafy

(if

d Ifa. xlv. 17.—e Pf. cxxxviii. 8.—f Phil. i. 6.
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(if poffible more fo) to glorify a faint, than

to reconcile a finner ? Gan we admit the

one, and doubt of the other ? If when God
pardons he takes you with all your faults,

lure he will much more glorify them that

are reconciled, that are fanclified. Chrift

ever lives as a Prieft, and his intercefiion

renders their falvation certain. " He is able

to fave them to the uttermoft that come unto

God by him, feeing he ever liveth to make
interceflion for themV Chrift lives asf an
advocate*

1

; an intercerTor founds his argu-

ments on mercy, an advocate upon equity;

and Chrift will exert all his wifdom to bring

about their falvation.—Chrift lives as a King,

the government is upon his fhoulder
1

; all

power in heaven and earth is delivered into

his hands
k
, and he will evidence his autho-

rity, and exert his power in their falvation.

—

Chrift lives as our fore-runner
1

, and, like

Jofeph, he will provide for the family in the

land where he is gone to dwell ;—becaufe he
lives they fhall live"

1

, and where he is, there

ihall they be alfo
n
. He is gone before to

prepare the heavenly manfions for them, and

in the end will receive them to himfelf.

From this fubject, how lhould we glory

in the crofs, and in the crown of the Lord

fefus Chrift! What a foundation hath he
laid

s Heb. vii. 25. h j John ii. 1 . 1 Iia. \x. 6.-

*Matt. xxviii. 18. • Heb. vi. 20*— m John xiv, 19. "

njohn xiv. 3.
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laid for truth ; what a door has he opened

for hope !—O bleffed Saviour, how valuable

do fouls appear, when we confider what thou

haft done to redeem, and art doing in order

to their falvation !—Thou haft a claim to the

love and fervice of thofe fouls whom thou

haft thus diftinguithed.—AfTert thy right;—

•

help us to admit the claim, and ferve thee in

fpirit and truth, with growing zeal and
ardour;—ferve thee in fome meafure on earth,

as we hope to do more perfectly in heaven.

Here likewife let the unconverted make
a folemn paufe, and confider their ftate.

—

You have again heard of the happy, the ho-
nourable privilege of the real Chriftian, but

all you know of it is by report.—You hear

of a Saviour, but are not faved ;—of the

mod interefting fubjedt, but I fear are not

fuitably concerned ;» of reconciliation to

God, but remain enemies unto him—-Where-
fore fpend ye your labour for that which
fatisfieth not ?—How awfully are your minds
infatuated, to prefer the body to the foul,

time to eternity, and fordid pleafures to per-

manent delight !—What ! Can ye hear of the

fuffering of Chrift without concern ;—hear,

and, as much as in you lies, crucify him
afrelli ?—Will you turn away the eye from
infinite beauty, the ear from the calls of a

condefcending God, the heart from true ho-
nour, pleafure, and profit? Ye enemies of

God
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God and goodnefs ; how will you ftand when
th~ heavens depart? How will you an-

fwefj, when you are neceffitated to obey the

fummons of the God of judgment ?—How
will you bear, when you fall into the hands

of the living God ; condemned by the Law
and by the Gofpel likewife?—May Almighty
Grace captivate your heart, and make you
willing to furrender younelves to be faved in

the Lord. May the Omnipotent Spirit

convince you of your enmity, and convert

your heart to friendlhip with God.
From this fuhjed: we alfo fee, that in the

enjoyment of the greateft privilege^, it is our

d - ty ever to remember what we were.

—

Ye
'were enemies and ahem,—far from God, and

oppofite to him. It was his grace that

fought you, that faved you ; that pardoned

your iniquity, and privileged you with his

favour 3—matched you from ruin, and fepa-

rated you to everlafting glory.—O admire the

wifdom, adore the love, exalt the power, and

glorify the grace of God which has made
you to differ. Remember, •« ye are not

your own, but bought with a price, therefore

glorify God in your body and in your fpirit,

which are God'sV
Finally. From this fubject we may infer;

that in the work of falvation all things are of

God. He lays the foundation, and brings

forth

° i Cor. vi. 20.
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forth the top-flone with fhoutings, Grace,

grace unto it
p

.—Ail things are through Chr?/iy

who died to reconcile, and lives to lave ;
—

all things are by the fpirit> who convinces,

converts, and confirms the foul to the day of

Chrift.—May the God of peace, that brought

again from the dead our Lord Jefus, that

great Shepherd of the fheep, through the

blood of the everlafling covenant, make you
perfect in every good work to do his will,

working in you that which is well-pleafing

in his fight, through Jefus Chrift ; to whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen 11 ."

t) SERMO N

Zech. iv.
', .~-

—

* Heb. xiii. 20, 21.





SERMON II.

God honoured and Sinners pardoned

Or, Free Grace magnified.

JEREMIAH xxxiii. 8, 9.

I will cleanfe them from all their iniquity,

whereby they have Jinned againjl me, and 1
will pardon all their iniquities whereby they

have Jinned, and whereby they have tranf-

greffed againjl me. And it Jhall be to me a

name of joy, a pra'fe and an honour before

all the nations of the earth, which jloall hear

all the good that I do unto them,

TH E defire of honour is a principle

which is deeply rooted in our nature,

by the great Author of our being; and, as re-

ceived from him in our primeval ftate, it

was a laudable virtue, an excellent grace :

—

A grace, the exercife of which was calculated

to rlir up the powers of the foul to ferve and
glorify God;—to aim at his approbation as

pur felicity, and his glory as our higheft at-

tainment. ^—The fcripture informs us that

man was made in honour a

; all things were

D 2 placed
a Pfal. viif. 5.
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placed in fubjeclion under him b
, and con*,

tributed to his fupport and happinefs ;—his

fituation was pleaiant.—his mind ferene,

—

his fervice reasonable,—and his obligations

infinite. It was man's honour, while in

that happy ilate, to be the iervant, the

friend, the reprcfentative of the Deity ;

—

but we have ground to conclude, that honour
more exalted, and happinefs more enlarged,

than what he then experienced, were let

before him, as an object, worthy his deli re

and purfuit. In his mind innocence and
ambition kept their court,—and while this

was the cafe, it was no more vicious in man
to deiire to advance in the knowledge, com-
munion, and enjoyment of God, than in

thole purefpirits that are around his throne,

It is the nature of fin to abufe the greateft

privileges, and convert real excellencies

into abfolute deformity. Hence thoie en-

dowments of wifdom, power, and activity, in

which even the apoftate angels excel, are to

be admired as gifts from God ; and their

abufe to be attributed to its proper caufe,

Jin.—-—Ambition then was a fair plant in

Praradife* j lin alone has armed it with thofe

thorn s,

b Pfaim vlii. 6.

* . _, I fee,

I feel a grandeur in the pajfjions too,

Which fpesks their high defcent, and glorious end ;

Which ipeaks them rays of an eternal fire,

In Paradife itfelf they burnt as ftrong,

Ere Adam fe\\; tho' wiferin their aim.

Night Thoughts, N°. 7.'
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thorns, and caufed it to bring forth thofe

fruits unto dea-h, on account of which we
are now cautioned againil it.—But grace is

pleaied to approve the plant, and give u a

place in her own Garden. - Hence it is no

vice in a good man to leek the honour that

cometh from God;— to delire his approba-*

tion,— and aim at immortal glory and Iv-ip-*

pinefs.

But take a view of the fallen race of

Adam, and how are the very features of this

once iacred paffion altered from their origi-

nal form?—From being the friend oi ho! i-

nefs, and the favourite of the Almighty, it is,

now become the avowed enemy of h^ih.—

-

Its ohjecl,— its courle, are entirely altered ;

and now man feeks to excel in wickednefs,

and marks his fteps to honour with impiety

and cruelty. To obtain a name Pharaoh

enilaved the people of God; and employed
their hands to make bricks and build pyra-

mids, in order to render his fame immor-
tal. To obtain a name, Babel's tower was,

eredied ; —Alexander uniheatned the fword ;

and wars and ilaughters have been perpetu-

ated to the prelent day.

But arnongft the various purfuits after ho->

nour, there have been, comparatively, few
who have fought to obtain a nam* by re il and
difmterefled ads of goodnefs and mercy;—

»

they have been famed for oppreftion, for cru-

elty, for bipod j—and, like Sampion's foxes,

they
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they have fpread diflrefs and ruin, firebrands

and death. Thefe have attended their fteps

and ftained their arms,—and now their

names are immortalifed, rather for their

vices than their excellencies.

But it is with pleafure that, at this feafon,

I can call your attention to a very different

character.—A Being, who, like the fun,

while he excels in glory, excels alfo in do-

ing good wherever his beams penetrate.—
God aims at his own glory in all his con-

duel: towards his creatures -, but he will be

honoured in doing good,—honoured in the

free pardon, justification, and falvation of

iinners of mankind.— Herein God honours

his wifdom, grace, and holinefs ; his juftice,

truth, and mercy. In this he difplays his

nature, as love, and aggrandizes his name as

the God of pardon . /, faith that God,
whofe authority is the foundation of his

grace;—/, who can both vindicate my
juftice, and magnify my mercy in the fame

act of grace, i" will cleanfe themfrom all their

iniquity, whereby they have firmed againft me,

and I will pardon all their iniquities whereby

they havefinned, and whereby they have tranf-

grefied againjl me ; and it Jhall be to me a name

ofjoy, &c.
The chapter from whence we have taken

thefe words, for the fubject of our prefent

meditations, contains feveral prophefies, of

great and fpiritual bleffings, which relate to

c Nehemiah ix. 17. *^e
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the church of God.— In the firft verfe we
have an account of the time and place iri

which the Prophet Jeremiah received a

meffage from the Lord. Though confined

within the walls of a noifome prifon, he is

honoured and comforted with the prefence

of the God of glory and of grace, who is

defcribed, ver. 2, " Thus faith the Lord,
the maker thereof, the Lord that formed it,

and eftablifhed it, the Lord is his name."

The great fpeaker is no other than Jehovah,

the Maker thereof, i, e. either of the earth,

or rather, of the church. He that drew
the facred model of the fpiritual building in

his everlafting mind. He that forms it for

himfelf, and eftabliflies it by his power and
providence :—He that is Jehovah, the felf-

exiftent and felf-fufficient Being:—He who
has wifdom and power to ripen the fchemes

of his infinite underftanding.—He appears

to encourage his fervant to feek wifdom from
him concerning things to com'e;— not fo

much concerning the deftruftion of the city

by the Chaldeans, which was revealed be-

fore ; but concerning the fpecial and fpiritual

bleffings which God had in referve for his

Zion. Ver. 3—7, " Call upon me, and I

will anfwer thee, and fhew thee great and
mighty things, which thou knoweft not :

For thus faith the Lord, the God of
Ifrael, concerning the houfes of this city,

and concerning the houfes of the Kings of

J ndah.
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Jndah, which are thrown down by the*

mounts, and by the iword. i hey came td

fight with the Chaloeans, but it is to fill

them with the dead bodies of men, whom I

have flaift in mine anger and in my fury*

and for all whofe wickednefs I have hid my
Face from this city." -But in wrath he re-

members mercy.—Threatnings are no fooner

denounced than they are fucceeded by the

mod encouraging promifes ;—which evi-

dences that as they flow from grace, fo the

accomplishment of them is all of grace.
" Behold, I will bring it health and cure,

and will reveal unto them the abundance of

peace and truth. And I will cleanfe the

captivity of Judah, and the captivity of Ifrael,

and will build them as at the firft." From
which promile fome conclude* that the

words look much farther than the reftora-

tion from the Babylonifh captivity ; — for

though the capitivity of Judah then returned

to their own land, yet the chief part of the

other tribes did not ; but Ifrael was then fo

broken as to be no more a diftinct people.

But in that day when all Ifrael (hall be laved,

this promife, and the words that fucceed it,

will be moft fully and glorioufly accomplish-

ed.—Then God will be exalted in the par-

don, converfion, and falvation of his ancient

people.

But though the words of the text wT
ill then

be more eminently fulfilled, yet they are not

without
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without their accomplishment in the prefent

day.—In every {inner that is pardoned and

faved, the name, the honour, the glory of

God is advanced. I will deanfe them from
all their iniquity, &c. in which words we
have

I. A gracious promife of what God will

do for fmners. 1 will clearfe them, C&ci

ver. 8.

II. That in doing this, he aims at the ad-

vancement of his own glory. And
III. In order to bring about this deiirable

end, he will have it published unto all

nations.-

—

It jhall be a name of joy, a

praife and an honour before all the ua: oris

of the earth, which jhall hear all the good

I do unto them,

I. The firft thing we have to confider in

the words, is the full and gracious proimie,

which God is here pleafed to make of t

he will do for finners. -The expreflions are

varied, and the fame truth repeated ; but the

reafon is> becaufe the great Promiier knows
how backward we are to receive the comfort,

or give him the glory of a pardoning God ;

therefore he is pleafed to fay, / will deanfe

them from all their iniquity, &c.— In which
words we may take a view both of the nature

of Jin and the nature ofpardon, as here held

forth.

E 1. Of



34 God honoured

I. Of the nature of fin.— Sin is the dis-

grace of a rational creature, and the defilement

of an immortal foul.— It is that fpiritual le-

proly which provoked the Almighty to call

us out of his favour, and which, unlefs par-

doned, muft feparate us from his prefence

for ever. The very promife of ckanjing con-

tains a fuppofition of filth contracted. Which
condition is ftrongly reprefented to us in the

prophecy of Ezekiel, under the metaphor
of a female infant caft forth into the open

field, all covered with blood and defilement,

to the loathing of its perfon'
1

.

Sin renders us vile and odious in the fight

of a holy God ; and as nothing is more dif-

agreeable to a perfon of remarkable delicacy

than a louhfome object, or a diiagreeable

fmell , fo nothing is fo hateful to God as fin.

Did I fay nothing fo hateful ? The expref-

fion is too languid, for there is nothing in

the whole fyftem cf the univerfe that he

hates but fin. Sin defiles our garments ;

—

fin has deformed our nature 5 iln haa

degraded all the faculties of the foul,

and fown the feeds of death in every mem-
ber of the body.—So that there mull; be a

renovation of the whole man ;—the foul

muft be cleanfed by the blood of Jeius, and

the body purified in the grave, before we
can be admitted into the blifsful prefence Oi

God, or hold full communion with hirti

above.—Let the pencil of fancy pidture upj

*.Ezekid xvi.
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on your imagination the profpect and con-
dition of a poor Lazar covered from head to

foot with ulcerous fores.—What a mafs of
corruption!—how are mortality and mifery

united in his countenance !—life gufhing
forth in a thoufand putrid ftreams, at on e

excites our pity and mocks our delicacy. —

-

Every groan pierces us to the heart, and we
are almoft ready to wifh that every fob may
be the period of his diftrefs. -Such a fcene

is not lefs oifenfive to the fmell, than (hock-
ing to the eye.—While living, fuch are a nui-

fance, and, when dead, inexprelTibly offen-

five.—But this, heightened into all the

awful colours of reality, is but the fcrip-

tural image of every natural man. " Dead
in trefpafles and finsV Thefe are the ul-

cers,—thefe the death wounds,—thefe the

rottennefs and ftench of fouls that are dead
to God.
By cleanfing in the text, I apprehend we

are not fo properly to underftand fandtifica-

tion as j unification. It means the fame
that is afterwards expreffed by pardon ; only
is diftinguilhed in order to fet forth fin in a

different point of view. This promife to

cleanfe from iniquity, is of the fame nature

with David's petition in Pfal. li. 7, " purge
me with hyflbp and I mall be clean, warn me,
and I ihall be whiter than fnow."

E z But

e Epkefians ii. 1,
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But further, Sin is in this promife repre-

fen ted not only as cur defilement , but as our

DE3T ;—therefore God fays that he will

pardon as well as cleanfe. Sin is a debt,—

a

great debt,—a daily increasing debt,'—a debt

which, in our own perfon, we can never

pay ;— a debt which will prove our everlafU

ing ruin, unlefs it be difcharged by a par-

don.—And God cannot pardon, unlefs his

juflice be fatisfied in and by Chriil. We
owe ten thoufand talents, and have nothing

to pay. What multiplied tranfgreilions have

we been guilty of !—Tranfgreilions aggravated

by many inftances of furrounding kindnefs.

Every fin is a tranfgreflion of the law f

, and
every tranfgreflion, is a freflb mortal wound to

the foul 1 £0 that when Chrift vifits a

foul wiih his grace, he finds us bleeding to

death at ten thoufand wounds, and laying

under a debt, which, unlefs cancelled, will

ruin us for ever. But he heals the wounds,
difcharges the debt, and proclaims health

and deliverance.—rHe blots out our iniquity

for his own lake, and remembers not our lin,

again ft us §
.

But more than all this,—r—Sin is here

defcribed not only as our difeafe and debt,

but as being againjl God. This is what the

Apoftle means by " the exceeding finfulnefs

of fin\;
M

and to ftrike us the more it is

mentioned twice. '* They have finned againffc

me;
f

1 John iii. 4.-

—

g Ifaiah xliii. 25.-—h Romans vii. 13,
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me ; they have tranfgreffed againft me." Sin

is againft God; againft his nature, his au-

thority, his government, his law, and his

fervice.—Sin is a turning away from God,
who is equity , authority, and goodnefs in the

very abftract :—It is our oppofing ourfelves

againft him ;—againft his judgment,—his

orders,—his glory :—It is a fetting up our

will, againft his judgment ;—our corrupt in-

clinations, againft his orders ;—and the gra-

tification of our vile lufts, againft his glory.

—

O what a monfter is fin !—We fay the moft

we can of it, when we fay it is a perfect con-

trail: to the will, and oppofite to the nature,

of God.—And in proportion as we are led

into the difcovery of the g.ory, purity, and
perfection of his nature; to will be our pro-

fpect of the deformity of fin, and our hatred

to it. In confequence of this, Saints, though
renewed but in part, will hate fin greatly

;

thole who are made perfect in glory, having

a fuller view into its nature, will have a

greater averfion to it ; but God being effen-*-

tially, originally, and immutably holy, muft
hate it with perfect hatred. From the na-

ture of fin, let us pafs on

2. To confider the nature of pardon, as

here defcribed, IwilleUaftp9 &c. I will par-
don, &c. (( Pardon is a total fuppreflion of all

" defires to punifh,—a kind difpofition to do
" the finner good, and an admitting him in-

^ to the favour and friendship of God. "•>.—Or,

to
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to keep to the idea of the text, it is God's

_!y an4 fulfy forgiving the firmer for his

own name's fake. -Thefe are the proper-

ties of pardon, as it is here promifed.

(i.) It is free. Founded on no other

caufe than his meer grace and fovereign will,

I will deanfe, I will pardon. Can language

be more expreffive of its freenefs ? He is

merciful becaufe he will be merciful, and

gracious becaufe he will be gracious
1

.

He never fought the caufe of any favour con-

ferred upon his creatures, out of himfelf ;
—

nor ever granted a favour, but in the event

it terminates in his own glory,—Should he

mitigate of his demands as a law-giver ; or

fufpend his favours on any condition previ-

oufly performed by the creature :—This would

not "be to pardon, but compound.—To par-

don is to crofs the debt,—to quafh the in-

dictment, or to abfolve the criminal.

—

Amongft earthly princes, to pardon is to dif-

penfe with the law, and exert the authority

the fovereign. But when God pardons,

lie fecures the honour of his law, and yet

evidences the freenefs and fovereignty of his

n*ace. In the Surety he vindicates his law,

and in the finner magnifies his mercy.

(2.) As it is free, fo it is full. I will

ckanfe them from all their iniquity,— I will

pardon all their iniquities, (§c.—When God
pardons he extends it to all fin ; original and

a<3fctal, fecret or open, leffer or greater, of

* Exodus xxxiv. 19.
omiffion
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omiffion or commiffion, of infirmity or inat-

tention, of diftruit or backfliding. Was
there one fin unprovided for in the covenant

of grace, in the furf: rings of Chrift, or in

the act of oblivion ; that foul would be un-

done for ever. The r,ianifeitation of this to

the underftanding, too application of this to

the heart, may be, and indeed is, at dif-

ferent times and in different degrees ; but i
r

the mind of God, it is one inflantaneous and

complete act. And this is one of thof

comfortable doctrines, which the Apoit
!

Paul laid before the churches for their efta

blifhment. H And you being dead in your
fins, and the uncircumciiioji in your flefiV

hath he quickened together with Chrift.

having forgiven you all trefpaficsV As wi
have nothing to pry, he freely and for ever

forgives i\ . whole. The blood of Chrift

and God's promife of pardon, are of equal

extent: The one cleanfetb from all fin
1

,

and the other ex ten deth to all. " I will for-

give their iniquity, and will remember their

iin no more 1"." So that you fee, it extends

to ail tb a t c m e s w i th i n the pronoun th c b

It it be their fin> their iniquity, that will J

v;l.l I remember no more.—

•

But \zx. us proceed

J] To fliew, that in doing this, God aims
' the advancement of his own glory. And

-
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it (that is my church thus pardoned, and

made the fubjecl; of my grace) Jhall be to me
a name of joy, a praije^ and an honour before

all the nations of the earth He looks upon
pardoned finilers as kings do upon their ho-
nour and royal ornaments.—He compares

them to a girdle. " As the girdle cleaveth to

the loins of a man ; fo have I caufed to cleave

unto me the whole houfe of Ifrael, and the

whole houfe of Judah, faith the Lord -

y that

they might be unto me for a people, for a

name, and for a praife, and for a glory"."

He compares them to a crown. " Thou
fhalt be a crown of glory in the hand of the

Lord, a royal diadem in the hand of thy

God ." Yea, the very defign he had in

view, in the fending his Son into our world,

was to exalt his grace :—To this end he pro<-

claims pardon and liberty to captive fin-

ners :—-Peace and comfort to troubled fouls j

and all " that the Lord may be glorified p ."

Hear him, with all the pomp of majefty*

proclaim his grace and glory. " I, even I

am he that blotteth out thy tranfgreffions

for mine own fake, and will not remember thy

fins*." This is the name in which he re-

joices to make himfelf known ; and in

which he will be honoured and exalted by his

people.—2/ pall be a name of joy,—a

praz/e,—and an honour*
*

i. It

n
Jer. xiii. n.—°Ifa. lxii. 3.

—

p Ifa. lxi. i, 3.— ^Ifa. xliii, 25.
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1. It fhall be a name of joy:—That in

which he rejoiceth himfelf, and will have

iinners to rejoice in likewife, That he re-

joices in the name himfelf, is evident from

the numerous promifes and gracious declara-

tions contained in his word, which relate to

the pardon of fin.—He rejoiceth over them
to do them good r

, and is pleafed with an

opportunity to fhew himfelf gracious, and

to fruftrate the defigns of our fpiritual ene-

mies. A benevolent heart can hardly con-

ceive a greater pleafure than to have an op-

portunity of doing good ; it delights to

make others partakers of its own happi-

nefs. But this is eminently the cafe, even

to an infinite degree, with refpecl: to God.
" He waits to be gracious

3 :" " Is ready to

pardon' :" And condefcends fo far, as to en-

treat finners to accept it freely at his hand".

It is a name in which he not only rejoices

himfelf, but propofes it as a fubjecl; of joy to

iinners. How frequently does he call upon
them in his word to look to, and to rejoice

in him, as a God of pardons ;—to venture up-
on his promife;—to triumph in his grace,

and to glory in his falvation ? Hence the

church is introduced as exulting in this

God of falvation. " I will greatly rejoice in

the Lord, my foul fhall be joyful in my God ^

for he hath clothed me with the garments

F of

r
jer. xxxii. 4i,_s

Ifa, xxx. 18.— t Neh. ix. 17*

2 Cor. v. 20.
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of falvation, he hath covered me with the

robe of righteoufnefsV " In the Lord fhall

all the feed of Ifrael be juftified, and fhall

glory \" O brethren, is it not matter of

daily joy to your fouls, that " with the

Lord there is mercy, and with him plente-

ous redemption 7 ?"

2. It fhall conduce to his praife. And is

it not to the praife of the glory of his grace,

that he hath made us accepted in the belov-

ed
2
?—To the praife of his wifdom, that de-

vifed the admirable plan to bring finners to

God ?—To the praife of his mercy, which
pitied, provided for, and abounds towards

us ?—To the praife of his power, whereby

Satan is reflrained and vanquifhed, and faints

kept to the enjoyment of complete falva-

tion"?—It is to the praife of each Perfon,

and of every perfection in the Godhead.

The pardon of fin, will be matter of praife

and wonder, not only to the church on
earth, but to all the faints in heaven, even

to all eternity. The language of the pro-

phet will be the perpetual fentiment,

and delightful theme of all the faved

of the Lord. " Who is a God like unto

thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and paf-

feth by the tranfgreffion of the remnant of

his heritage ? He retaineth not his anger

for ever, becaufe he delighteth in mercyV
Heaven.

*Ifa. lxi. 10. *Ifa. xlv. 25.

—

-y Pfalm exxx. 7.

Ephef. i. 6 a
1 Peter i. 5.

b Micah vii, 18.
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Heaven will ring through all eternity, with

the praifes of the God of Salvation.

3. His pardoning of fin will not only be a

name of joy and a praife, but alfo bring ho-

nour to him.—Will not this, think you, be

the cafe, when all the ranfomed of the Lord
are brought fafe to glory ? Myriads of myriads,

who, but for his pardoning grace and laving

arm, had been cafl: into hell,—all freely

forgiven,-r-all filled with his glorious grace,

—511 employed in hymning his praife,—all

feafting upon his infinite fulnefs,—all faved

to the honour of his juftice, and faved from
the rage of their enemies. O what an ho-
nour will it be to have " plucked fo many
brands from the burning"! to have formed
and polifhed fo many pillars to adorn his

temple above !—If, to magnify his greatnefs,

on the day of feftivity, Belfhazzar brought

forth all the vefTels of gold and filver, which
his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, had taken

out of the temple at Jerufalem;—furely, in

the grand jubilee above, the great God will

fet forth all the vefTels of mercy, with this

motto deeply engraven on each, pardoned^—
Javedy—and both to the honour of God.—The
laft thing we have to attend to is

III. That, in order to bring about this

great defign, he will have it publimed to all

nations. It JhciU be a name of joy, a praife

F 2 and
c Zechariah iii. 2,
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end an honour before all the nations of the earthy

which fhall hear all the good that I do unto

them. This fhall be effected, partly by the

preaching of the goipel, but completely in

the day of judgment.

i. In meafure this fhall be brought about,

through the preaching of the goipel. The
defign of the gofpel is to evidence that

there is " redemption in Chrift's blood, the

forgivenefs of fin according to the riches of

grace
11 ." And this fhall have an univeffal

ipread ; fo that the knowledge of* the Lord,

and falvation by him, fhall cover the earth,

even as the waters cover the fea
e

. The word
of reconciliation fhall be preached to all na-

tions for the obedience of faith
f

.—But, if

this is the defign of the goipel, let us en-

quire whether it is anfwered in us. Bre-

thren, is it matter of joy to you to hear that

God has pardoned as great fins, and faved as

great finners as yourfelves ?—Do you praife

him for the tidings of his grace fent to your

land, and to your ears ?—And do you ho-

nour him, by receiving the report, reclining

upon his grace, and adorning the doctrines

of God your Saviour 2
, in your life and con-

verfation?—In fhort; do you, from the heart,

blefs God, for Jefus Chrift, and approve of

his method pf faving finners by grace alone ?

In the death of Chrifi:, " the Lord hath made
bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the na-

tions,

d
Ephef. i, 7.—

-

e
Ifa. A. 9.—f Rom. xvi. 26.— g Titus ii. iq.



end Sinners pardoned. 45

tions, and all the ends of the earth fhall fee

the falvation of our GodV—But,

2. This fhall be more fully and awfully

difplayed in the day ofjudgment:—When all

the hofts of hell,—the angels of heaven,—

.

and the numerous inhabitants of the four

quarters of the globe, are convened together

in one vail: affembly ; then God fhall be glo-

rified in his faints, and* admired in all them
that believe. Yes, my brethren, his grace

fhall be honoured in the falvation of fuch,

in the midft of that univerfal affembly with-
out one diffenting voice.—Angels will ap-
prove, and devils and wicked men will have
nothing to object to this great tranfaction.

—

The accufer of the brethren, who accu-
fed them before their God day and night 1

,

fhall be confounded for ever, and all that

defpifed and persecuted them fhall be filent

in darknefs*.—He will lead up his redeemed
to glory, where " they fhall obtain joy and
gladnefs, and forrow and fighing fhall flee

away 1 ."—From this fubjedl we may infer

1 . That it is a great and fpecial privilege

to hear that God can be juft, and yet juflify

the ungodly.—To you is the word of Salva-

tion lent ; —while many are left to grope in

Pagan darknefs, the clear rays of gofpel truth

beam upon you, BlefTed are your ears for

they hear, and your eyes for they fee the ad-
mirable plan in which mercy and truth,

righteoufnefs

f Ifa. Hi. ic.-"-1 Rev. xn. io.-=.k 1 Sam. ii. 9.-— l Ifa. xxxv. 10.
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righteoufnefs and peace, can meet in har-

mony and with honour.—O what a valuable

bleffing is the Bible, which lays open to our

view the treafures of mercy and the riches of

grace.—This reveals the moft needful difco-

very that a guilty {inner could wifh, viz.

Pardon for infinite offence ! and pardon

Thro' means that fpeaks its value infinite !

What can be more 'acceptable to the con-

demned, than pardon ; to the difeafed, than

health; or to the Have, than liberty:—But the

gofpel publifhes free pardon, perfect health,

and everlafting liberty, to all that flee for re-

fuge to the hope kt before them. Ye fin-

iick, Satan-ftung fouls, let me drop the balm

of gofpel grace into your wounds;— it is the

difpofition of God's nature, it is the joy of

his heart, and the honour of his name, to

pardon, to fave finners that apply to him in

Chrift.—lie encourages you to look to him
for falvation, and gives you his word that

you fhall not do it in vain. " Look to me
and be faved, all the ends of the earth, for I

am God, and there is none elfeV
2. If this is the honour of his name,

—

then meditate much upon it, and truft in it.

They that know his name will put their truft

in him". And you cannot honour God
more than by a fimple dependance on his

grace and mercy.—This is that humility of

heart that he requires and approves.—This

is

m
Ifa. xlv. 22.—-"Pfalmix. 10.
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is that childlike frame which fears his anger

and confides in his mercy.—This, the

Pfalmift being judge, is that character which
God approves. " The Lord taketh pleafure

in them that fear him ; in thofe that hope
in his mercy ."

3. If the church of God mail be more ex-

tenfive, and more honoured in fome diftant

period -> how mould we pray for the peace o£
this Jerufalem ?—Our duty is to open a paf-

fage for larger communications of his grace

by our prayers : And therefore " ye that make
mention of the Lord keep not filence, and
give him no reft, till he eftablifh, and till he
make Jerufalem a praife in the earthV

SERMON

* Pfalm cxlvii. n,—Plfa. Ixij, 7,





SERMON III.

The Saviour's Honour and the Saint's

Happinefs united : Or, Chrift al-

ways the fame.

HEBREWS xii'u 8.

Jefus Chrift the fame ye/lerday, and to day,

and for ever*

IT is the tarnifh of all fublunary things,

the foil of the faireft characters amongft

the fons of men, that they are mutable, or

mortal. As we gaze upon the ruins of once

(lately buildings, we admire their former

grandeur and magnificence ; we weep over

the tombs of men, once famed for learning,

ufefulnefs, or piety; but ah, what a change

has death or time made on them ! What they

were> they are not at prefent ; their names
live in our memory, but their hands and

hearts are no longer directed towards hea-

ven to plead for us: Nor their lips employed
to warn or invite us in the name, and as the

representatives of the great God. Prophets

G live
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live not for ever, to fee their predictions ac-

compli (lied
a

j nor miniflers, to receive the

anfwer of their prayers, or reap the fruit of

their labours in the converlion of their

hearers.—Parents have to quit their pofl of

care and truft, and kings to abdicate their

thrones, and leave the rein of government

to the management of others.—-They were

men, they were Mortal ; and therefore have

finiflied their courfe, have ended their fer-

vice, and concluded their reign.— But in

the text we are called to behold a character

that is always the fame,— and a perion

whofe beauty is permanent, his glory un-

fullied, his power infinite, his perfections

immutable, and his reign eternal. In the

perion of the Redeemer we contemplate true

glory, confummate beauty, and abfolute

perfection. The ftate and cuftoms of na-

tions, yea the very form of the world, may
be greatly altered ; the former through the

lulls of men, the latter by the convuliions of

nature. The beams of the fun may be ob-

icured by ftorms, or hid from our view by

the intervention of bodies inferior both in

fize and glory :—The fea may be contracted

in one place, and enlarged in another, fo

that where once flood famous cities, mips

may fail, or, on the contrary, where mips

formerly failed flocks may now graze. In

fhort ; all things are fubject to change, but

God and Chrift, the covenant of Grace, and

Zechariah i. v. ^
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1

the happinefs of the blefled. What the Re-
deemer was, he is

%
and ever will be - He is

the fame, in nature, in office, in care, and

love; in ftrength, wifdom, and furriciency

;

in himfelf, and to his believing family, in

every age, place, and circumftance. How
full of glory and confolation is this fhort

fentence now before us, J(/us Chrijl the

fame ye/ierday, &c, May the Lord the

ipirit write it deep in our memory, keep it

conftantly in our view, and increafe our

comforts, by enlarging our minds in medita-

ting on it.—Is it not blefled tidings to a foul

burdened with fin, diitrefied with corrup-

tion, and aflaulted by Satan, to hear that

Jefus Chrifl is the fame ? That he can now
fympathife, fuccour, fupport, and fave all

that come unto God by him
?

as well as

formerly
1
".

This truly valuable epiitle may be coniider-

ed as the key to the whole Bible: It opens the

great defigns of God in all the institutions,

ordinances, and fervices of the Mofaic dif-

penfation. Like the riling fun, it enligh-

tens anddifcovers objects obfcure before. It

gilds the face of prophecy, caufes the buds
of the promifes to fwell and break forth in

all the fragrant bloflbms of fovereign grace,

in all the rich fruits of everlafting love ; and
realizes the Old Teflament ihadows, by
prefenting to us Jefus as their glorious fub-

G z ftance.

b Hebrews vii. 25.
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ftance. This is the divine Mirror, in

which we behold reflected to our view the

glories of the great Mediator ; and the facred

repoiitory in which the wifdom and honour of

God ; the comfort and fupport of the church,

are laid up. The volume of infpiration had

fcarce been complete without this epiftle

;

feeing it throws a light upon all, and greatly

contributes to render fome parts of Scripture-

far more intelligible and ufeful than they

would otherwife have been.

With refpect to the part of this epiftle we
have now under consideration, expofitors are

not agreed about the connection : Whether
the words relate to the preceding or the fub-

fequent verfe, or ftand alone.—Without fix-

ing particularly on either ; what if we com-
pare it to the fun in the heavens, which, if

confidered by itfelf, appears exceedingly

glorious, yet, when viewed in connection

with the other parts of the univerfe, is in-

comparably more fo.—So, if we confider the

words feparate and alone ; they contain the

fum of christian knowledge, of chriftian

comfort, and of chriftian experience. It is

all collected in this, Jtfus Cbrift is the fame.

If we rather incline to read them in

connection with the preceding verfe, the

fenfe will be this, while you remember the

faithful minifters of the gofpel, who either

now, or formerly preached unto you the

word of life ; while you fee them to be frail,

dying



and the Saint's Happinefs united* 53

dying men like yourfelves ; never forget, that

the immortal, the immutable Jefus was the

fubftance of their fermons,—the object of

their faith,—and the end of their converfa-

tion. Ver. 7, " Remember them which
have the rule over you, who have fpoken

unto you the word of God : whofe faith fol-

low, confidering the end of their converfa-

tion. Jefus Cbrijl theJame> &c"
They may ftand in connection with the

9th verfe, in which, guarding them againft

uniettled notions in religion, he fays, " Be
not carried about with divers and ftrange

doctrines : for it is a good thing that the

heart be eftablifhed with grace." Now the

ben: prefervative againft error, the fureft ftay

to a deceitful heart, is this, to know, believe,

and depend upon that Jefus who is the fame
yefterday, and to day, andfor ever.

But, leaving the connection, my endea-

vour fhall be, with the help of God,

I. To open and explain the words.

II. To point out the great comfort and
encouragement included in them for the.

people of God.

I. In order to open and explain the words,

it may not be improper to obferve, that forne

apply the text either wholly to the doctrine

of Chrift, or, if they explain it of his

perfon, it is in fuch a manner as tends ra-

ther



$4 The Saviour s Honour

ther to degrade than exalt him. They fay

he is thefame yejierday, f; e. from his concep-

tion to his reiurreclion : To day, from his

refurre&ion to the prefent feafon,

—

and for
ever, viz. to eternity. But if we take the

word yefterday in this limited fenfe, there

is fcarce an expreffion in the whole Scripture

of a more humiliating afpect. What can be

more expreffive of the iniignificance of a per-^

fon than to fay he is of yefterday ? Hence
Bildad, in order to humble the pride of

man, fays, " We are but of yejierday and

know nothing, becaufe our days upon earth

are a fhadow c
.'

,

But whoever reads over

the preceding part of this epiftle, with care

and without prejudice, will, I prefume,

fcarce admit fuch a thought; that the glorious

perfon, of whom the apoftle fpeaks in fuch

high and honourable terms through twelve

chapters, fhould thus be difgraced in one

njerje : Yea, in one word almoil at the end.

Is this to exalt him that is the brightnefs

of glory
(i

? and who is defcribed, as before

Abraham, greater than Mofes, Aaron, or any

of the Prophets; in immortality like to

Melchifedec, and, in honour, above the

Angels ? No, this would be to degrade him
into the rank of creatures, and fet him upon
a level with ourfelves.

Others, eminent in the church both for

piety and learning, explain the text thus,

Jefus
c Job vili. 9.—d Hebrews i. 3.
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Jefus Chrift thefame yefterday, from the birth

of time to the firffc publication of the go-

fpel -,
—to day, under the prefent evangelical

difpenfation ;

—

andfor ever, in all the open-

ing ages of eternity.

But not to dwell upon words, it is the

fenfe of them we enquire after ; and this

feems to be comprehended in two things $

for in the text Chrift is defcribed both as to

what he is in himfelf, and what he is

in his office-characler, in relation to his

people.

1. They exprefs what he is in himfelf.

The eternal, immutable Jehovah, the

origin of being,— the end of all things*,—the

creator of the ends of the earth
f
,—God over

all bleiled for ever g
. If the words mean

what they exprefs, they evidently hold forth

the proper and eternal Deity of the Lord
jefus Chrift; and if they do not, they are

calculated to lead us into error, and plunge

us into idolatry ; and, after all the arts of re-

finement, it will be exceedingly difficult to

exculpate them from abiblute blafphemy.

While they ailert that he is the fame, do
they not in reality aicribe to him, one of the

moil efiential attributes, one of the 'mod ex-

alted titles of Deity ? A name which he
afTumes to himfelf, and claims all its

honour as his own. The name I have a

reference to, you will find in Exod. iii. 14.

"And
£ Rev. i. 8. flfa. xl. 28. sRcm. ix. q.
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" And God faid Unto Mofes, I AM THAT
I AM : And he faid, Thus (halt thou fay

unto the children of Ifrael, I AM hath

fent me unto you." Compare this with

Ifa. xlii. 8, and you will find he claims this

honour as his own peculiar property. il
I

am the Lord", (Jehovah, the felf-exiftent

Being, the eternal I AM) "that is my
name> and my glory will I not give to

another." But this name, this glory, is, I

apprehend* given to Chrift, when it is faid

that he is the fame ; that is, in other words,

immutable, independent, and eternal. But*

that we may not be fuppofed to force a fenfe

upon the words, which the apoftle never in-

tended, let us hear St. Paul explain himfelf.

The enquiry then you will obferve is this,

when he fays Jeiiis Chrift is the fame, does

he intend his proper divinity or not ? To
determine this let us look back to the firfe

chap. ver. 10— 12. "And, Thou, Lord,

in the beginning hail: laid the foundation of

the earth $ and the heavens are the works of

thine hands. They mall perifh, but thou

remaineft : and they all (hall wax old as doth

a garment ; and as a vefture fhalt thou fold

them up, and they (hall be changed : but

thou art the same, and thy years mall not

fail." Can any thing be more expreffive of

wifdom, power, and majefty, than the crea-

tion of the heavens and the earth ? Or can

language more flrongly defcribe the immu-
tability
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tability and eternity of the great Former of

all things, than to fay, He is thefame. In all

places, changes, periods ;—-in time—before

time, and when time fhall be no more, he is

the fame : He, the author, fupporter, di-

rector, and end of all things. He is, which
is expreffive of being, and he is the fame,
which proves him to be, that fupreme, in-

dependent Being we call God.
He is the fame yejlerday, and to day, andfor

ever. It is, I prefume, finking this auguft

defcription too low, to begin the expofition

of it with the birth of time. Let me rather

refer you to an Expofitor, whofe authority

is great and his judgement to be depended

on ;—--one who fpeaks with the utmoft preci-

fion, one who means what he expreffes, and
expreffes what he means -, who declares the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

truth.—You will eafily perceive that I mean
the adorable Jefus, who, while he proclaims

his incommunicable honours, furnifhes us

with a proper comment on thefc words, "I
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the ending, faith the Lord, which is, and
which was, and which is to come, the

Almighty h," £••*• *n other words, equal to

all things, and exifting in all feafons $ the

fame yejierday, and to dayf and for ever.

%t From everlafting to everlafting he is God 1 ;"

H " All
h Rev. i. 8.—-'Pfalm xc. 2,
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" All things were created by him, and for

him*—He is before all things, and by him
all things confiftV—-His throne abides for

ever, his crown is righteoufnefs, and his

fceptre truth. The names and attributes,

the works and worfhip proper only to Deity,

which are afcribed to him in thefulleft fenfe,

and with the greateft frequency in the

icripture, prove him to be God ; not in a

metaphorical or limited, but in a full and

proper fcn(c9 originally and everlaftingly fo.

" He is the bleffed and only Potentate, the

King of kings and Lord of lords
1 ." In

fhortj no words can more fully defcribe what

he is, than when he is faid to be, the fame
yejlerday, &c.

Remember then, my dear brethren, that

the proper divinity of Jefus Chrift, is the

grand hinge—the fure foundation—the main
ipring—the central point of all practical and

experimental chriftianity. Other dodtrines

are no further advantageous to, or influential

on us, than as viewed in connexion with

this. If he is God, we do well to truft in his

wifdom, power, and grace : His death and

interceflion, his blood and righteoufnefs can

then avail us. But if he is no more than a

titular God, his death was no more than a

figurative facrifice, and we. are left to fink

for ever, under the guilt of our fins and the

frown of the Almighty. Sirs, fearch the

fcriptures,

*Qq}. u 16, 17.— **1
1 Tim, vi. 15.
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fcriptures, examine with care, in order that

you may improve with conftancy, this grand

article of chriftianity* Other doftrines are

fubjefts of faith and means of comfort no fur-

ther, than as fupported by this. If Chrift is

God, he had wherewithal to pay to law and
juftice, that which was required by them : But
if only a man ; however pure his dodtrine,

perfedt his example, or fuperior to us in fome
refpe&s, he owed the whole of his obedience

for himfelf. But he was from everlafting,

what he is atprefent, the great I AM:—He
is what he was, without change of nature or

abatement in perfection, " Jehovah our

righteoufnefs
m

jj*- and through the rolling ge-

nerations of time, and fucceeding ages of
eternity, he will be unchangeably the fame,

the Almighty. Thus we fee that in himfelf

he is the fame yejlerday, and to day, and for
tver*

2. Being thefzme in himfelf he is fo likewife

in his office, from the entrance of fin to the

confummation of all things : for there never

was more than one proper mediator between
God and man, the Man Chrift Jefus. In

this office was he fet up in the counfel of God
from everlafting, and began to adt as fuch, as

foon as fin was committed. This was that

fure foundation laid before the firft human
pair inParadife; and " other foundation can

no man lay, than that is laid, which is

H 2 Jefus
01 Jeremiah xxiii. 6,
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Jefas Chrift
n
;" " Neither is there falvation

in any other : for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we
muft be favedV He is the only appointed

Saviour—the only anointed Prieft—the only

authorized Redeemer. He is, ever was, and

ever will be head over all things to his

church p
; and his love to, his care over the

church, is the fame in all ages, in all places,

and under all difpenfations. All wifdom,
all power, all merit dwell really and proper-

ly in Jefus Chrift : And I mould not exceed

the bounds of truth, was I to fay, that all

facrifices offered before his death were fha-

dows of his j-——all the Prophets that went
before were but figures of him, the true Pro-

phet ; from him they received all that

authority and wifdom, whereby they pointed

the faith and expectation of the church unto

him. " The words of the wife are as goads

and as nails faftened by the matter of af-

femblies, which are given from one fhep-

herd q." Yea; all that David, or Solomon,
or Hezekiah ever ordered or inftituted in the

church, they did as types and reprefentatives

of him. There never was a proper prieft or

facrifice but Chrift : All but his were me-
taphorical facrifices, his alone was real.

His oblations could take away fin as per-

taining to the confeience, and fo fully atoned

for

n
i Cor. lii. ii,_—'Afts iy. iz.-r— PEphef. i. 22.~*-~

sEcclef. xii. ii.
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1

for it, that there needs no repetition of the

work. Having u by himfelf purged our

fins," he "fat down on the right hand of
the Majefty on high r ." Thereby evidencing

that God was fatisfied, Satan fpoiled, and
Man redeemed.

Comfortable truth ! encouraging declara-

tion ! Jefus Cbriji is the fame yejlerday, and
to day', and for ever ; A free, a merciful, a

companionate, a condefcending, a complete

Saviour, Willing to receive, able to fuc-

cour, and mighty to deliver all that come
unto God by him.—His commiffion from
the Father is not out: of date; his merit

is thefame to pardon,—his heart the fame to

pity,—his arm the fame to fupport,—his

word the fame to encourage,—his intereft

with his Father thefame, which renders his

plea for us prevalent,— his fulnefs the fame
to comfort, fan&ify, and fave us now, as it

was formerly,—and his authority the fame,
to render his commands binding, and his

ordinances ufeful ;—what he was to our fa-

thers, he is to us that believe at prefent -

y and
what he is to us, he will be to our children

alio, who are brought to depend on and re-

joice in him, as an almighty Redeemer, and
all-fufficient Saviour. Comfortable thought

!

That gofpel we hear, receive, and rejoice

in,—that Saviour we depend upon,—that

falvation, the comfort of which we tafte,

and
r Hebrews i. -?.
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and the fulnefs of which we hope for, has

been preached, and fhall be preached, even

to the utmoft bounds of the habitable globe,

and to the laft period of expiring time ; for

Jefus Chrift, the friend of tinners, is thefame
yejlerday, and to day, and for ever.—-Pro-*

eeed we in the fecond place,

II. To point out the great comfort and

encouragement included in |he words now
before us,-

—

Jefus Chrift the fame, &c.—/. e.

As he has been the delight, the fupport, and

comfort of his people in time paft, fo he is

the fame ftill, and ever will be.

i . Have the people of God, in paft ages,

been delighted with the difcovery of his per-

fonal excellencies and mediatorial fulnefs ?

Did they view him as the brightnefs of

glory
5
,—the chief of ten thoufand, and al-

together lovely
l

? View him as the wifdom,

the power u
, the love of God ? As full of

grace and truth *, yea, as having the fulnefs

of the Godhead dwelling in him bodily \

—

Brethren, he is thefame ftill :—and as mil-

lions may gaze at the fame fun and receive

equal advantages from it ; a6 thoufands may
drink at the fame fpring and all be refrefhed

by it : So there is that in Chrift, which is

fufficient to make myriads of myriads of

faints completely, yea, everlaftingly, happy.

He
8 Heb. J. 3. { Song v. 10, 16.—

»

ta
I Cor. i. 24-—

v John i. 4.
x Col it.' 9.



and the Saint's Happinefs united. 63

He is that tree of life which is always in

bloom, and which bears fruit at all feafons y
.

O what pleating wonders! What unparalleled

excellencies harmonioufly unite in his ado-
rable perfon and glorious work ! A view of

Jefus is the aftonifhment and admiration of
the angelic choir; a view of Jefus fwells

the happinefs, and puts an accent upon the
fong of all the glorified fpirits j—a view of
Jefus is the life of faith* thefou/ of joy, the
ipring of comfort* the ground of peace, and
the threfhold of expectation to his people
below.—A view of Jefus quenches the fiery

darts of Satan,—exhales the mifts that arife

from a depraved heart,—difentangles our af-

fections from the world, and makes the
foul pant for more intimate and enlarged en-
joyment. O what pleafure ! What privi-

leges ! What a Paradife is opened to the foul

in the faving knowledge of Chrift ! It is life

eternal
z

5 the principle,-^the firft fruits,

—

the fore-tafle of it. To them that know
him he is altogether lovely -, and to theni
that believe in him he is precious, yea, pre-
cioufnefs in the very abftraCt \ All the per-
fections of Deity,—-all the purpofes of Jeho-
vah,—all the promifes of grace,—and all

the glory that fhall redound to God, in the
falvation of finners by his grace, even to
eternity, are all in Chrift. And when the
eyes of the underftanding are opened to fee,

and
yRev. xxii. a.—*-8 John xvii. 3,—i« 1 Pet. ft p
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and the heart directed into the wifdom, the

love and glory of God as difplayed in Chrift j

O what facred delight ! What folid fatisfa&ion

does it afford to the mind ! Brethren, look

to Jefus : The reafon we live fo low, is be-

caufe we look to him fo little. Would you
therefore fing with David, or rejoice with

Job
b
, or triumph with Paul, or, like John, lie

in the bofom of love ; converfe much with
that Jefus, who is an irtceflant fubjed: of de-

light.—-He is the fame he ever was ; feek

then to find him that> to your fouls, which
former faints have found him to theirs.

2. Have the people of God, in paft ages,

been fupported by Jefus in a time of tempta-

tion, or preferved in a feafon of perfecution ?

He is ftili the fa?ney and will ever evidence

the fame affe&ion for them, and care over

them. Did he pray for Peter that his faith

might not fail
c

? And promife to Paul that

his grace mould be fufficient for him, and
his ftrength made perfect in weaknefs d

?

Did he preferve Jeremiah in the Dungeon,—
accompany Shadrach and his companions in

the furnace,—and guard Daniel in the Lion's

den ? Has he made temptations profitable to

his people ? Enabled them to rejoice in tri-

bulation, and triumph under perfecution ?

Come then thou fearful foul, who art ready

to conclude that thou fhalt never reach the

prize; or if brought under the lafh of per-

fecution,

*> Job xix. 2.5— 27.

—

c Lukexxii. 32.—d 2 Cor. xii. 9.
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jfecution, fhall deny the faith ;—Come, read

meditate on, believe and depend upon
the truth of what the Apoftle fays of that

Saviour you love, Jejus Chrift the fame, &c.
The fame to fuccour, to fupport, to pre-

ferve, to protect you, that ever he was. And
if the fame, the weakeft believer may fay

with the greateft Apoftle, " I can do all

things through Chrift which ftrengtheneth

me e :"—May fay with the Royal Poet, " the

Lord will perfect that which concerneth

meV Encouraging truth ! He that enabled

the worthies of old to perfevere through

dangers and diftreffes : He that armed them
with faith, and enabled them to triumph

over unbelief in themfelves ;—oppolition

from others, and the rage of devils.—He is

the fame.—His will the fame ;—his power
the fame;—his engagements the fame;—his

honour the fame ;—and his relation to his

church the fame that ever it was. And there-

fore, whatever you are called to, he will pro-

tect you in it, fupport you under it, and give

you an honourable iflue out of it ;—for as

he ever was,—fo he is, and in every future

difficulty and period will be, the fupport of

his Church, the defender of the faun, and

the deliverer of his Zion.

3. Have the people of God, in paft ages,

experienced Chrift to be their comfort ? H ve

they converfed with him, rejoiced in him,

I and
c Phil^iv, 13.*——

'

f PfaL exxxviii. 8.
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and depended on him ? Have they built all

their hopes of acceptance on the merit of
his blood ? All their dependence on his grace ?

All their comforts on his promifes ? All

their fuccefs on his power? And all their

encouraging expectations on his fulnefs ?

My Brethren, Jefus Chrift is the fame ftill

;

his blood cleanfeth from all fin s
;—his grace

is free ;—his promife firm -,—his power in-

finite ;—and his fulnefs inexhauftible ; and
therefore confide, rejoice, and glory in him.
!* He will fupply all your wants according

to his riches in gloryV

—

" will never leave

you nor forfake you 1 ;"—will preferve that

which you have committed to him k
;—will

accompany you through life;— fupport you
in death,—and bring you to glory. O ye

real followers, ye honoured friends of Jefus,

meditate on his grace,—his glory,—his ful-

nefs; till your ideas fwell, your affections

foar,—your peace flow as a river, and your
joys abound. The humble birth,—the fpot-

lofs life,—the folemn death,—the honourable

refurreclion,— the glorious afcenfion,— the

perpetual interceffion,—and the eternal glo-

rification of Jefus, are all fubjecls of comfort

to a real Chriftian. His prefence in all

places,—his power to do all things,—and

his promife to be with them in all their

trials, are fo many breafts of confolation to

them.

g i John i. 7.—— h Phil. iv\ 19. ! Heb. xiii. 5. -

k 2 Tun. i. 12.
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them.—In fhort, as was hinted before, to

them that believe he is precious ; and they

really find him fo, in all their accefs to God,
in all their conflicts with Satan,—in all their

oppofition to fin. He is precious to them in

all ordinances, and above all things.—He is

a precious 'Treafure, in which they lay up
their All ; a precious Saviour, to whom
they are indebted for all; and a precious

Portion both here and for ever. He is that

precious foundation on which they build

their faith, and hope, and comfort.

On the whole : Is Jefus Chrift the fame ?

then, in every difficulty, cry, v/ith the con-

verted Paul, f* Lord, what wilt thou have

me to do
1 ?" Cry, with the expiring' thief,

" Lord remember me m." Go to him for

wifdom, for righteoufnefs, for fan&ification,

and for redemption n
. Go to him for par-

don, peace, and perfeverance ; go to hira

for grace, guidance, and glory.—In fine; go
to him, for he receiveth finners $—he faveth

finners ;—he honoureth finners ;—honoureth
them with an intereft in his favour, in his

family, in his fulnefs. O come to Jefus, fin-

ners ; converfe much with Jefus, faints ;

—

receive delight, fupport, and comfort from Je-
fus; for he is the fame in himfelf, and tojinner's

in his officey yefterday, and to-day, and for

fver,

I Z SER,

1 A£ls ix. 6.

—

m Luke xxiii. 42.*—* 1 Cor. i. 30,





SERMON IV.

The Saint's Treafure: Or, Help

found in GodL

2, C O R. iii. 5.—Laft Claufe,

Our Sufficiency is of God.

THE (hort fentence now before us,

may be ftiled the marrow of chriftian

experience, the rrjoral of the whole hiftory

of the Bible, and the motto to the believer's

arms.—It is that key which admits the foul

into the facred chambers of communion, ex~

plains the mod furprifing events, and dis-

covers what always was, and ever will be>

the ftrength and comfort of the church of

God.——Divine all-furriciency is the rock

on which Abraham built his hope, and the

refuge to which David fled in a time of trial

and difficulty. This is that facred treafure,

which feeds the lamp of grace in the foul,

and caufes it to fend forth its light to the glory

gf God* and to the honour of his caufe.

It
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It is this that is the ftrength of Faith,

Hope, and Patience. This enables the

feeble faint to purfue the prize : and, if not

fenfibly to prevail againft his numerous ad-

verfaries, yet fteadily to maintain the oppo-
fition ; till grace fhout the victory, and Jefus

admit the conqueror into the manfions of
bletfednefs.-—It is the all-fufficient God, to

which the mod eminent believer is indebted

for light, liberty, comfort, and holinefs ;

and by whom the weakeft is fupported under

every fear, in every difficulty, and for the

difcharge of every duty.—Though often af-

failed from without, and much difcouraged

from within, bleffed be God, they can ered:

their monument of praife infcribed with this

fentence, " Having obtained help from God,
we continue to this day-." Though ia

themfeives they find nothing but weaknefs,

ignorance, and contrariety ; yet, when faith

is in exercife, they can point to a never-

failing fountain,— to an immutable God, and
fay, " All my fprings are in him 5 ."

—

<<; From
him is my fruit found /' and while he is

incapable of change, I mall never want a

fupply : Or, in the language of David,
" The Lord is my fliepherd, I mall not

wantV , With facred confidence, fuch may
look to thofe immortal hills, from whence

cometh

" A&s xxvi. 22. b Pfalm Ixxxvii. 7.

—

c Hofea xiv. 8.—

*

d Pfalm xxiii. 1.
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cometh their help, and in the loweft valley-

adopt the poet's long

:

Let waves and thunders mix and roar;

Be thou my God, and the whole world is mine :

While thou art Sov'reign, I'm fecure

;

I fhall be rich, till thou art poor

;

For all I fear, and all I wifh, heaven, earth, and hell

are thine.

Such as live on the liberality of men, may
find their treafure fail therri, but " he that

trufteth in the Lord, fhall never be con-

founded /' Such have his promife that
" as their day is, fo fhall their ftrength beV
and tm\t he will never leave them nor forfake

them g
.—Favours received from him already,

are but arguments to prove, that greater

bleifings are treafured up with him for fu-

ture exigencies. " God is their refuge and
ftrength, a prefent help in every time of
troubleY' his arms are underneath to fup-

port and ftrengthen them.—He is the hope
of the hopelefs, and the help of the help-

lefs.—He is our refuge and ftrength; and
when Omnipotence is engaged on our fide,

out of weaknefs we fhall be made ftrong; ; and
having nothing in ourfelves we fhall pofiefs

all in God.—He is our help, a prefent help,

a prefent help in trouble-, yea, a very prefent

help in every tune of trouble.—Be the demand
what

c
i Pet. ii. 6. f Deut. xxxni. 25.—— ? Fkb. xlii. j.

^Pluim xlvi. !•
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\vhat it may,-—the feafon when it will,—the
perplexity ever fo great,—the requirement

ever fo frequent,—our God is equal to it :

—

Help, fuitable, feafonable, fuffieient, is to

be found in him.-^-To him nothing is im-
poffible ; with him every thing is eaiy : And
therefore the church might well fing, " Our
help cometh from the Lord, who made hea-

ven and earth.
"—How fafe ! How fecure!

How happy the people that are in fuch a

cafe ! Yea, bleifed are the people whofe God
is the Lord \

There are two principles, the truth of
Which all that are taught of God are deeply

convinced of from experience, however they

may difagree in other things. All real Chri-

ftians have a divine and practical conviction

of their own injufficiency y and God's all-fuf-

fieiency.—They may difagree about phrafes;

but bring the matter to experience, and all

who know any thing about it, will not hefi-

tate to fay, with the Apoftle in the words
before us* we are not fuffieient of ourfelves to

think any thing as of ourfelves, but our fufji-

ciency is of God.

In the preceding verfes of this chapter,.

St. Paul appeals to the Church at Corinth,

for the evidence of his authority as an Apo-
flle, and the fuccefs of his labours, as a mi-
nister of the gofpel.— u Do we (fays he)

begin again to commend ourfelves, or need

we, as fome others* epiftles of commendation
J Pfalcxliv. 15. tO
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to you, or letters of commendation from

you ? Ye are our epiftle written in our hearts,

known and read of all men. For as much as

ye are manifeftly declared to be the epiftle of

Chrift, miniftered by us, written, not with

ink, but with the bpirit of the living God;
not in tables of ftone, but in the flefhly tables

of the heart." It is a fupporting considera-

tion, when a minifter can read the evidences

of his call from God, and at the fame time

reap the fruits of his labour, in the conver-

fion, and exemplary converfation of his hear-

ers : when he can point to them, as the feals

of his commiffion, and as the joy of his

foul in the day of Chrift.

From a view of the fuccefs of his labours

at Corinth, he derives frefh confidence in

God, through Chrift, that he fhould be di-

rected, aflifted, and Succeeded in other places

alfo. " And fuch truft have we through

Chrift to God- ward: Ver. 4." This truft

was not founded on his learning, ftudy, or

oratory ; for he immediately declares, that,

if left to themfelves, the wiieft would evi-

dence their folly, and the ftrongeft difcover

their weaknefs : For (fays he) fo far from

converting one foul, fo far from producing

an univerfal and abiding change in the hearts

of others, we are not jujficient of ourfehes to

think any thing as of ourfehes. Whatever

has been, or may be done, either in us, as

the fubjefts, or by us, as the inftruments,

K is
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is to be refolved wholly into the fovereigri

grace and power of God. We are nothing,

but our fufficiency is of God. The comfort-

able dodtrine contained in thefe words, is

not more true of Minifters, of whom it is

immediately fpoken, than of Chriftians in

general, to whom it may very properly be

applied; the work may be different, but the

ftrength is the fame. Your fufficiency, as

well as ours, is of God. And taking the

words in this more exteniive fenfe, we mall

purfue the following method,

I. . Shew what kind of fufficiency there is

in God.
II. The ground all true faints have to

take encouragement from, and build all

their confidence on this.

III. That a proper view of this truth, will

have a powerful influence up©n thofe

who believe, and depend upon it.

I. We are to mew that there is a fuffi-

ciency in God, which is calculated to com-
fort, fupport, and encourage his believing

family.

The fufficiency which is in God, may be

confidered either as proper, or communicative

;

as it refpecls himfelf, or relates to us.— As
it refpedts himfelf, it means that he is felf-

exiftent, felf-fufficient, independent, and
eternally happy in himfelf,—Angels and in-

—

.

ferior
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feri'or creatures may expre/s, but cannot in**

creafe his glory and honour; their higher!

praifes, and moft exteniive fervices, are, but a

reflection of the beams of that glory, which
dwells originally in himfelf. It is conde-

fceniion, for him to look out of himfelf; it

is humility, M to behold the things which are

in heaven and in earth
k." However, in this

difcourfe, we have to confider the divine fuffi-

ciency, not lb much as it refpedts himfelf, as in

relation to his creatures. And in this fenfe,

\t is like the gentle dew which defcends upon
the whole garden of the creation, waters,

refremes, and invigorates every plant. From
this univerfal ftorehoufe all receive, from the

higheft to the loweft order of created beings.

But when the Apoftle fays, our /efficiency is

of God
r
we are to take it in a more limited

fenfe, as having a particular refpedl to the

church of God, the faithful followers of the

Redeemer.—And O what a noble, anima-
ting, and encouraging fubjecT:, does this pre-

fent to our view ! We cannot but feel our
inequality to it, even as we enter upon it.

For, " Who by fearching can find out God?
Who can find out the Almighty to perfec-

tion ' ?" And fure, it is fcarce more diffi-

cult to comprehend his nature, than fully to

defcribe the fufficiency that we have in him.
What line can fathom that ocean ! What
thought can penetrate the vail that inter-

K 2 venes

k Pfal. cxiii. 6. ' Job xi. 7.
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venes between us and our treafure ! What
language can fpeak forth all this glorious

fubjed: ! With the Apoftle we may fay in the

general, our fufficiency is of God; but who
can defcribe it as to particulars ?

However, without prefuming to this, let

us fo far attend to the iubject, as, with a

divine bleirmg, may conduce to our encou^

ragement at prelent ; and wait to fee the

whole difplayed in the uninterrupted enjoy-

ment, of himfelf above : For what is heaven ?

but an eternal experience of the privilege de-

fcribed in the text ? It is a perpetual view,

a continual draught of the divine fufficiency.

They find that in God, which fills, and fatif-

nes all the deiires of the foul, completely, and
conftantly, without either interruption, or

end.

Without prefuming then to launch forth

into the Depths of this ocean ; let us, like

the ancient navigators, keeping near the more,

endeavour to colled; fome of thefe valuable

Treafures, which are to be found in God.

—

Emptinefs is proper to all the creatures -> but

fufficiency is in God, who is reconciled to

finners by Jefus Chrift. If we only atten-

tively read over the words of the text, we
fhall find the three following things upon
the very furface : Our fufficiency is of GW?

I. e. He is

AU-fufjicient) as to things •>

Alwaysfufficient, as to times, and
Sufficientfor ally as to Perfons.

And
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And though we prefume not to call this a

full deicription of the apoille's words ; yet it

contains that, which mould infpire us with

gratitude, fire us with devotion, and prompt

us to praife and obedience.

God is all-fufficient as to things. All things

were made, are managed, and difpofed of by

him ; he grafps all the treafures of nature

and grace, as his property, and parcels them
out, when, where, and to whom he pleafes.

We live upon the bounty of him, who can

fay with propriety, all the earth is mine ; on
him, who has promifed that <f bread mall be

given, and your water be fure
m ;" That

f they that feek him (hall not want any good
thing";" " that he will withhold no good
thing, from them that walk uprightlyV

—

And as to fpiritual bleflings ; he is the God
of all grace and comfort, and caufes all that

grace to abound towards us, that we may have

a fufiiciency, for the wants of the foul, as well

as of the body : He fupplies all our wants as

creatures, and a3 children, according to the

riches of his glory by Jefus Chrift. With
the Father of mercies is found grace to par-

don, fanctify, and fave all that apply to him
through Jefus the mediator. - O foul ! thou
haft not one deiire, but there is an anfwer to,

be found to it, in this all-fufHcient God.
He is not only all-fufficient, but always

fufficient. In all ages, nations, and places,

this

m Ifa. xxxiii. 16.— n Pfal. xxxiv. 10.—° Pfal. Ixxxiv. u.
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this is the name whereby he will be known,
this the character in which he will be ho-

noured by all his faints. In times of profpe-

rity or adverfity, peace or perfecution, af-

fluence or want, the church may boldly fay4

" the Lord is on my fide, I v/ill not fear

what man can do unto me p ."—The luftre of

this character is not dimirufhed by age, nor

its glory eclipfed by time.—He always was,

is, and ever will be, the glory of Zion and

the fupport of his church.—He muft be al-

ways fufticient, feeing he is the fame yefter-

day, to-day, and for ever q
. His name is

Jehovah, and it is the glory of his nature^

the honour of his caufe, that M he changeth
a. r >'

not .

His fufficiency relates to perfons, as well

as to things and feafons ; for minifters and

people; weak and ftrongj babes, young men,

and fathers ; yes, the moft fearful, thofe

who fee themfelves moft empty, and moft

unworthy, may find a fufficiency here: "who-
foever will, let him come 5 ;" and he (faith

the companionate Saviour) M that cometh,"

however great his guilt, large his wants, or

complicated his fears and doubts, " I will

in no wife caft out
1

. This is an encoura-

ging declaration to us all; but while it en-

courages, does it not likewife fharply reprove

us, that we attend to it fo little ? How prone

are

p Pfalm cxviii. 6. -*fl Heb. xiii. 8. r Mai. iii. 6.—
s Rev. xxii. 17. r John vi. tf.
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are we to dwell in our thoughts upon our own
infufficiency, to our great difcouragement

;

inftead of applying to that God, who is both
able and willing to do exceeding abundantly

above all that we can afk or think.

In God there is a fufficiency of wifdom,
of power, and of grace.

i. QfWiJdom, for there is no fearching of

his underftanding; and yet he that is infinite

in knowledge, has engaged to guide us with
his counfel. This adorable Being takes in

at one immenfe furvey all perfons, things,

nations, characters, in all worlds, from eter-

nity to eternity, in the vaft depths of his

underftanding and knowledge, which is

clear without darknefs, diftind without con-
fufion, infallible without doubt, eafy with-
out labour, has pleaiing perceptions without
pain, and is univerfal without limits or

bounds'*; and if fo, who would not be
ambitious of fuch a correfpondent ? Who
would not depend on fuch a counfellor ? Who
would not chearfully follow fuch a guide ?

O my Brethren, in all your uraights and
difficulties, act the part of the true Ifraelite,

and afk counfel of the Lord.—Large are his

promifes, and great his condefceniion, that

he will be enquired of by the houfe of Xfrael,

to do that for them, which he hath fpoken to

them of
u
. If therefore ye would be wife

unto falvation, apply much to the book of

God,

* Ryland's Contemplations, E*ek, xxxvi. 37.
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God, and to the throne of God. If any mart

lack wifdom, let him afk it of the Wonderful

Counfellor; for the wifdom which is from

above, is pure in its principle, and purifying

in its effects
x

. He has wifdom to guide

you, to govern you; to fave you ; and apply-

ing to him your doubts fhall be removed*

your darknefs difperfed, and your fouls en-

lightened and enlivened to run the way of

his commandments.
2; As there is a fufficiency of wifdom, fo

alfo of power to be found in God $ thefe are

infeparably connected for the comfort of

God's people : Hence, in the 40th of Ifaiah,

we are told " there is no fearching of his

underftanding;" and it is added immediately

after, ver. 29, " he giveth power to the

faint, and to them that have no might he

increafeth ftrength." Hence alfo, the Apo-

ftle Paul prays for the Ephefians, that " they

might know the exceeding greatnefs of God's

power toward thofe that believe, according

to the working of his mighty power y
;

—

which may evidence, not only that the

mighty power of God is difplayed in produ-

cing faith in the heart at firft ; but, that the

fame attribute of power is drawn forth even

to exceeding greatnefs, in the fupport, and

for the encouragement of the faith already

wrought. To the fame purpofe Peter aiTerts,

that believers " are kept by the power of
God

f James iii. 17.

—

y Ephef. I. 19*
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God through faith unto falvation
7

; i.e.

weak faith is fupported by Almighty power.;

fupported both in its principle and actings

till it is made to triumph over all oppofition :

So that we may boldly put the queition, Is

any thing too hard for the Lord ? And upon
the aniwer build this inference, " All things

are poffible to them that believe
3/' for " if

God be for us, who can be againft us
b ?"

The power of God is fufficient to prelerve,

protect, and perfect that which concerneth

us ; if the Lord of Hofts is on our fide, and

engaged in our caufe, the church may adopt

the language of the poet,

, As long

As he fhall reign Almighty, we are ftrong.

3. There is an all-fufficiency of grace in

God, as well as power and wifdom for his

people. Now, grace may be conlidered

either as his good-will towards finners, or

the effects of that will, in favours actually

conferred, or to be conferred upon them : In

the former view, it lignifies that; which
like the grand fpring fets omnifcience and
omnipotence to work for their good and be-

nefit : The good pieafuro of God is the caufe

of all that he works in, or confers on us :

It wras this, that induced him to make a

covenant ordered in all things and fure ; and

it is in virtue of this, that he works in us all

the good pleafure of his will , and loads us

L with
z

! Pet. 1*.
5.

a Mark ix. 2$f
.

b Rom. viii. 31.——
* Phil. ii. 13.
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with the bleflings of his goodnefs and

<n-ace.—He is full of grace, the ftreams ne-

ver fail, and the treafure is never to be found

empty : His grace is fufficient to pardon,

fuccour, and fave completely, all that de-

pend on it j all that defire to glory in it.

On the whole, in the daily difcoveries of

our ignorance, the convidion of our weak-

nefs, and the fenfibility of our imperfections,

we are called to look above every doubt, dif-

couragement, and defect, and fay our Effi-

ciency is of God. He can, and more than

that, he will guide us by his counfel ; keep

us by his power ; and fave us through his

grace. 1 pafs on

II. To mew the ground that all true

faints have to take encouragement/r^w, and

build all their confidence ori] the Jufficiency

<which is of God. And this may be evinced

from the exprefs intimations,—exhorta-

tions,— reproofs,—and examples contained

in the facred volume.

i. That there is encouragement for every

believing finner, as well as the apoftle, to

depend on, and glory in God's fufficiency,

is evident from the mod clear intimations of

fcripture. Hear what the great God fays to

Abraham his friend, and the Father of all the

faithful, " I am the Almighty (all-fufficient)

God; walk before me and be thou perfect
1 ."

To Jacob, " Behold I am with thee, and

d Gen.xvii. i.
will
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will keep thee in all places whither thou

goeft, for I will not leave thee, until I have

done that which 1 have fpoken to thee ofV
To Paul, when pleading with fervency and

humble importunity, " My grace is fufficient

for thee : for my ftrength is made perfect

in weaknefsV In fhort, whatever encou-

ragement God ever gave to particular faints

againft. their fears, or for the fupport of their

faith, he intended 'it for the advantage of all

being in fimilar circumftances. And there-

fore the apoille, with a view to the whole

collection of promifes, comforts the believ-

ing Hebrews by faying, " He is faithful

that promifeth s
.

J, And from fuch premifes

may we not boldly fay ? He that engaged his

fufficiency for Abraham, for Jacob, and

Paul, does by thefe very promifes ftill en-

courage us to place our confidence in him.

He promifes to be our God and that we mall

be his people
h

: And is it poffible for him to

confer a greater privilege, or for you to de-

fire a greater confolation P If he is your God,
you have all that you can want ; and if you
are his people, you are exalted, you are

honoured indeed,

2. The exprefs exhortations of fcripture

corroborate the fame bleffed truth, viz.

That our fufficiency is of God.—How many
are the calls to faith, to dependence, to con-

L 2 fidence

e Gen. xxviii. 15.—

—

f 2 Cor. xii. 9.—sHeb. x. 23.

h jer. xxxi. 33.
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fidence in God ? To truft in him for all

things and at all times y without limitation in

either. The uniform language both of the

Old and New Teftaments, under the article

of exhortation, is fummarily comprehended
in theie few words, look off' from every

thing in your[elves in point of dependence, but

reft on, and rejoice in the alUfuf/ciency of God
alone. Here, you will find room to 11retch

forth all the deiires of the foul, and a fupp^rt

that can fuftain her full weight. All the

exhortations in the Bible, like the rays of the

fun, may be reduced into a point, and fum-
med up in the fhort fentence of the apoftle,

" Caft all your care upon the Lord, for he
careth for you

1 ." He regards you and your

intereft ; encourages you to truft in him, and

will fupport you in lb doing. Now can we
iuppofe that God would ever mock his crea-

tures, in the repeated calls to truft and con-

fide in him? No; there is that in God
which is equal to all thefe encouragements :

they are founded on his veracity, and ihail

be realized in the comfortable experience of
all that follow the directions, and plead the

promiies of the all-wife, the all-fufficient

God.

3. If we take into confideration the folemn

reproofs of God's word, they alfo will prove

the doctrine that we are now endeavouring to

eftablifh. Carefully examine every page of

God's word, and you cannot produce one in-
MPet.v. 7. ftance
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ftance of any perfon's being reproved for

having too extenfive ideas, or placing too

ftrong confidence in the fufficiency of God ;

but there are not a few to be found which
are directed to thofe, who, through the fear of
men, are almofl led to forget God. Let one
ferve as a fpecimen of the whole. " I, even
I am he that comforteth you : who art thou,

that thou fhouldeft be afraid of a man that
mall die, and of the fon of man which fhall

be made as grafs ? And forgetteft the Lord
thy maker, that hath ftretched forth the
heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth ?

And haft feared continually every day, be-
caufe of the fury of the oppreifor

k ?" In
whit pomp of language is the admonition
given ! It is, as if the all-powerful God
would fhame us into confidence. How lofty

the ethereal dome under which we dwell"!

Hew large the dimensions ! How magnifi-
cently grand the warkmanfhip of yon
fpangled heavens ! Look we down upon the
earth, how firm is its foundation, how
beautiful its ftruclure, and how rich in its

variety of produce ! Well, fays God, all

that wifdom, that majefty, and that power,
which appear in the formation and ibpport
of thefe things, are mine. Thefe are my itore-

houfes; all the hofts of heaven fhall be en-
gaged, and all the treafures of nature {hall be
exhausted, before fuch as place their truft in

nie iBail be confounded. Every reproof of

Mia.ii. 12, 13. our
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our dillruft in God, is but an argument in

a different form, in confirmation of his

fufficiency.

4. Let us next touch at fome of thofe

{criptui'Q examples, which are defigned to en-

courage us to rely entirely on Gpd ; on his

goodnefs, wifdorn, and power. ParTing by

Abraham and David, Elijah and Paul ; fix

your attention for a moment on Shadrach,

Mefhach, and Abed-nego : Thefe illuflrious

confeffors are reduced to fuch a dilemma,

that they muft either fall in with the general

cuftom and difhonour God; or nobly dif-

fent from a whole nation of idolaters, and

facrifice their lives to their profefiion. On
the one hand, they behold the haughty ty-

rant, the form of whofe countenance was.

changed with fury, and terrible with wrath

;

on the other, a furnace heated with feven-fold

rage, into which they are to be caft imme-
diately if they perfift in difobeying the orders

of the king. But through this narrow paf-

fage, all the glory of the divine fufficiency

fhines into their fouls ; they feel all the force

of the argument; they are emboldened to

fpeak for God, and enabled to truft both the

intereft of their fouls, and the honour of their

faith in his hands ; their hearts meet in one

centre, and their lips join in one anfwer,

" Our God whom we ferve, is able to deliver

us from the burning fiery furnace, and he

will deliver us out of thine hand, O king
1 /'

'Dan. Hi. 17. Thu$



The Saint's Treafure. 87

Thus they held faft their confidence, and the

rejoicing of their hope firm to the endj and

the event proved that it is not a vain thing to

ferve the Lord, but that fuch as place their

confidence in him, are fure of fupport.

Thus we fee that the intimations, exhorta-

tions, admonitions, and examples of fcrip-

ture, unite their evidence, to encourage us to

build our hope, and place our dependence in

the divine fufficiency : Let us therefore fet

up our banner and march forth againft all

oppofition, faying with the apoftle, our

fufficiency is of God,

IIL We now proceed to lliew, that a pro-

per view of this blefied truth will have the

molt happy and powerful influence on thofe

that believe it. Not to enlarge on the evi-

dence, fuffice it to fay, it will fupport under

trials and animate to duty,

1. A believing view of God's fufficiency

being engaged for us, will fupport the mind
under the mojl weighty trials and in the mod
difcouraging profpe&s. Does black poverty

hang out all her horrors, and feem to ap-

proach us with a meagre countenance and
formidable afpedt ? Do we feel the ftrength

of corruption within, oppofing both the

principle of grace and the authority of God
in his word ? Are we fenfible of our great

deficiency in holinefs ; and want of con-

formity to the will of God and image of

fefus
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Jefus in innumerable particulars ? Are wc
much harafTed with temptations, captivated

by Satan's wiles, and at feafons ready to con*

elude that we cannot perfevere to the end ?

Or are we much exercifed with the fear of

death, and dread the approach of that terrible

enemy ? In the text behold a balance to

every difcouragement : Our fufficiency is of

God; and therefore he can, he will, fup-

ply our wants,—fubdue our iniquities,—per-

fect our holinefs,—conquer our fpiritual

enemies,—and give us the victory over death

itfelf.
—" I am perfuaded (faith the chriftian

hero, looking to an all-fufficient God) that

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor powers, nor things pre-

lent, nor things to come, not height, nor

depth, nor any other creature, (hall be able

to feparate me from the love of God which
is in Chrift Jefus our Lord 171."—He that led

Ifrael through the fea, guided them in a

wildernefs, and fupported them by a variety

of miracles, is as able to bear us up, and bear

us through every difficulty.

2. A view of an all-fufficient God engaged

for us, will animate the foul for the greateji'

undertakings in a way of duty. Thus was it

with the author of the words we have now
been attending to : How large were the fer-

vices, how unwearied the zeal, how great

the ambition, and how heroic the purfuits of

the apoftle Paul ? The hiftory of his travels,

05 Rom. viii. 38, 39.
toils,
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toils, and indefatigable labours to fpread the

gofpel, are truly furprifing. What prejudice

had he not to contend againft, and what op-

pofition did he not meet with in his matter's

iervice ? But nothing moved him ; he fur-

mounted every obftacle, and through Chrift

experienced a bleffed fuperiority to all.

There he found both encouragement and
ftrength proportioned to the fervice that was
marked out for him. Of himfelf he could

do nothing, but through help received from
heaven, nothing was too great, too arduous

for him. " I can do all things through

Chrift which ftrengtheneth me"." Thus
while living, he conquered the prejudice of

the world, and dying, triumphed over its

rage.

On the whole; what an encouraging

fubjedt, what a fupporting argument have

we prefented in the text, for our comfort in

all trials and in all feafons. Let our fitua-

tion or circumftances be what they may; if

we have an intereft in God through Chrift,

we can lack nothing : We fhall have all

things. The prefence of God fhall be our

guide,—the power of God our guard,—and
the fulnefs of God our portion. He that

multiplied the oil in the widow's cruife, will

never ftay his hand till every veflel be full.

His mercies are new every morning; his

wifdom extends to all our neceffities, and he

M has

*Phih iv. 1-5.
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has engaged to fupply our wants, not accord-

ing to our contracted conceptions, but ac-

cording to the riches of his glory °.—O my
brethren, if God is your reconciled friend,

your covenant father, your all-fufficient ful-

nefs; you jlmll be fupported,—foall be

faved,—Jhall be fatisfied. God is a fun, to

enlighten you, and a Jbie/d, to defend you :

He will give grace to fandtify nature, and

glory to perfect grace : and no good thing will

he withholdfrom them that walk uprightly*.

If there is a fufficiency in God, it is our

duty to depend upon him. The greateft ho-

nour we can give to God at prefent, is to be-

lieve his word, to rely on his wifdom, grace,

faithfulnefs, and power j to go to him for

what we want *, to look to him as ours, and

all that he is and has as engaged for us : And
if fo, how mould we be humbled, that God
is no more honoured by us in this way. What
perplexing diftftift, what finful ftaggerings,

what provoking ingratitude ! The Lord par-

don our folly, and give us that wifdom which

leads the foul into more intimate union with

him, and cordial dependence on him.

To conclude. If faved finhers mail find

a. fufficiency in God to make them eter-

nallv happy; then the finally impenitent

wilf find him all-fufficient ; but it will be, to

make them everlastingly miferable. There

will be a righteous revelation in the day of

God,
• Phil. iv. 19.—-pPfalm lxxxiv. 11.
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God, of all the wrath which hath been

treafured up by the ungodly. cc The Lord
Jefus (hall be revealed from heaven, with his

mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven-?

geance on them that know not God, and

that obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus

Chrift : Who mall be punifhed with ever-

lading deftruclion from the prefence of the

Lord, and from the glory of his powerV
And if this will be the cafe with fome at the

laft,—-tremble, O ye unconverted iinners, left

this mould be found your awful condition.

You may live at a dlftance from God, and be

unconcerned at prefent, but think, O think,

what will be the condition of thofe who mall

be for ever banifhed from God, the fountain

of blifs, and the fource of happinefs ? Let

me fummon your attention to a folemn fen-

tence of the greater! Preacher that ever fpoke

to mankind, and may you dwell upon it in

your meditations, till you have reafon to

conclude that it bears a favourable afpecl to

you in particular : The words I have a re-

ference to, you will find in Matt, xviii. 3.

" Verily I fay unto you, Except ye be con-

verted, and become as little children, ye

mall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

"

But I leave you with that all-fufficient

God, who is able to grant my delire in the

falvation of your fouls, by Jefus Chriil.

Amen*
M2 SERMON

^ThefT.i. 7,8,9.





SERMON V.

Strength in Chrift : Or, the Believer

exulting in an Almighty Saviour,

PHILIP, iv. 13.

J can do all things through CHRIST which
Jirengthenetb me*

THE greateft events have fometimes
been brought about by the moft un-

likely and infignificant inftruments ; and as

this obfervation is evident in many inftances

of the divine conduft, fo in no one more
than in the fpread and fuccefs of a preached
gofpel in the world. " God hath chofen
the foolifh things of the world to confound
the wife," by their arguments; " the weak
things of the the world to confound the

mighty," by their patient fortitude in fuf-

fering ;
" the bafe things of the world, and

things which are defpifed, yea and things

that are not ;." that is, thofe things which
are accounted vile, defpicable, and infigni-

ficant by men, " to bring to nought things

that are, that no fleih fhould glory in his

pre-
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prefenceV The whole fcheme of the go^

fpel is defigned to difplay the guilt, the folly,

and the impotence of man; and magnify

the wifdorn, the goodnefs, and the power
of God. In his hand the moft infignificant

inftruments prevail, out of weaknefs they are

made firong* and through him find a bleffed

equality to every duty, difficulty, fervice, or

fuffering. In his hand the weak (hall wax
valiant in the conteft; the unlearned prevail

in argument; and the oppreffed triumph

glorioufly over all oppofition. If G;od be

for us, we have infinite Wifdorn for our

counfellor, infinite Strength for our fupport,

and infinite Fulnefs for our treafure. If,

with the Apoftle, we have been led to fee

All our fufficiency in God, we have all ;

yea more than all, we abound, and have

caufe to triumph. Encouraged by this, the

magnanimous Paul could, with a holy fuperio-

rity, look round the world, which, for its

oppofition to the bleffed gofpel, was peculiarly

at that day a lively picture of hell. Jews and

Pagans united in one fixed defign to extirpate

Chriftianity, and fweep away the profef-

fors of it from the face of the earth. Our
great Apoftle faw the path of duty lined on

either hand with great difcouragements

:

Pride, Prejudice, and Perfecution to contend

with, and all the rage of men, aided by the

counfels and ftratagems of hell. He faw

the pride of the learned philofophers drawn
3

1 Cor, i. 27—29, forth
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forth in a long train of fpecious arguments -,

and the prejudice of the illiterate multitude

wrought up to the higheft degree, to abet

their endeavours with zeal, tumult, and
barbarous cruelty. Poverty and difgrace

were before him, and his path lay through
all the horrors of a gloomy prifon, the raging

fire, yea the valley of death itfelf. " But
none of thefe moved him, neither counted
he his life dear unto him, fo that he might
finifh his courfe with joy, and the miniftry

which he had received of the Lord Jefus,

to teftify the gofpel of the grace of God b."

His mind was fo confirmed in the goodnefs

of the caufe he had to plead, his foul fo

filled with the comforts of the doctrine, and
his heart fo conftrained by the love of Chrift,

that he was ready to go to prifon and to

death, whenever the commifiion came.—The
bufinefs he purfued in life, was the fervice

and honour of Chrift ; and his prefence and
enjoyment was the gain he expected at death.

And in the view of this, no duty was too

difficult; no undertaking too great; no fuf-

fering too fevere ; feeing he had learned the
happy art of doing whatever he did, whe-
ther in word or deed, in the name, by the
ftrength, and to the glory of Jefus.

The words now before us contain no pha-
rifaical boaft; they indeed evidence ftrong
confidence, but that confidence is founded
not upon fclf, but Chrift. I can do all things

b Ads xx. 24. through
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through Chrifi which Jlrengtheneth me : fecure

in his hand, I fear no enemy: and fhrink

back at no difcouragement.

In hiftory we read of a prince who order-

ed thefe words to be engraved om his tomb,

I could do all things: But the very

lubjeCt of information was a contradiction to

the aflertion ; for it proved that he could

neither evade difeafe, nor conquer death.

Such a fentence, if it ftands alone, evidently

proves the folly and vanity of the mind that

dictated it : But when fupported by the fuc-

ceeding words of the apoftle, through Chrifi

which Jlrengtheneth 7net it will remain an

eternal truth, and ftand fuperior to all cen-

fure. Being ftrong in the Lord, the true

chriftian finds a fupport for every undertak-

ing, and even glories in his infirmities, that

the power of Chri/i may refi upon him
e

: He
experiences an happy equality to his fervice,

and a noble fuperiority to his fufFerings.

In the preceding part of this chapter,

having exhorted them to ftedfaftnefs, and

given fome directions, both to particular

perfons, and to the church at Philippi in

general ; the apoftle proceeds to take notice

of the liberal and feafonable fupply they had

fent unto him ; fpeaking at the fame time of

that happy frame of temper, which by "grace

he had obtained. Ver. 10,11,12. " I re-

joiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the

Jail your care of me hath flourished again,

* a Cor. xii. 9. wherein
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wherein ye were alfo careful, but ye lacked

opportunity. Not that I fpeak in refpecl of
want : for I have learned in whatfoever ftate

I am, therewith to be content. I know both
how to be abafed, and I know how to abound :

every where, and in all things I am inftruct-

ed, both to be full and to be hungry, both
to abound and to fuffer need." This was
truly an high attainment,—an attainment

which was not only the experience of fome
peculiarly happy moment ; but accompanied
him in all places, and extended to all things.

In adverfe circumftances his mind was not

deprefled, nor in profperous ones elated ; he
experienced that happy equilibrium of tem-
per, which rendered all conditions both eafy

and profitable. But left they mould be dif-

couraged by what he had faid, or think him
prefumptuous in his affertion ; he immedi-
ately adds, lean do, or I am fufficient for*,

all things, in Chri/l, or through Chriji which

Jlrengtheneth me. " Whatever is to be done,
" whatever is to be borne, I have vigour
" enough for the one; have patience and
" fortitude enough for the other;" but in

all, it is through Chrift which ftrengtheneth

me.—In this difcourfe we fhall

I. Mention fome of thofe thingc the

Apoftle found himfelf fufficient for.

N II. Shew
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II. Shew where he found this fufficiency;

or in other words, how Chrift (length-

ened him for the fervice and fufferings

he was called to.

It is the folemn declaration of Chrift the

faithful and true witnefs, that " without

him, or feparate from him," we, as fallen

creatures, " can do nothing
41 " that is pleafing

to God; can do nothing but fin; for, how-
ever fpecious the a&, however ufeful we
may be to Society, being deftitute of the

divine life ourfelves, our works are dead

works* What fome men may call religion,

God may pronounce hypocrify; and the

appearance of piety may be, and frequently

is, rather the fruit of pride than of humi-
lity. Love to God is the life of all accept-

able obedience^ but every natural man is an

enemy to, and a hater of God ; and therefore

till the tree be made good, the fruit cannot

but be evil.-——We may ftand high in the

efteem of men for our piety towards God,
and charity to the diitrefled ; but whatever

we do, if u not done as God hath willed

and commanded it to be done, it hath the

nature of fin in it
e ." From this then we

fee the diftindtion between the man that is

in Chrift, and him that is not : The one can

do nothing that is approved or accepted of

God; the other can do all things, through

the grace, ftrength, and fpirit of Chrift.

I. Let

John xv. 5.—•« Articles of R«ligion, Art. XIII.
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I. Let us take a view of fome of thofe

great and important things which, through

Chrift, the Apoftle found himfelf fufficient

for.

And under this part of the difcourfe it

may not be improper to confider him both

as a minifter and as a chriftian. As a mini-

fter, he could bear up under difappoint-

ments,—^perfevere in difcouragements,—and

plead the caufe of Chrift againft all oppofi-

tion. And as a chriftian, he could refift

temptation,—mortify corruption,—fit loofe

to the world,—maintain intercourfe with

God,—-and realize eternity.

Let us now proceed to confider thefe

things more particularly, and

Firft, In his minifterial capacity he found

himfelf fufficient for all things. Confidered

as an apoftle, his charge was folemn, and
his labours great and interefting;—he had

to travel from place to place to fpread the

tidings of falvation, and feek the converfion

of finners : And the burden of the feveral

churches where his miniftry had been fuc~

cefsful, was devolved upon himj—but we
have remarked already,

1 . Asa minifter, he could bear up under

very great difappointments. If any man
had ground to promife himfelf refpecl: and

fuccefs in his minifterial labours, fure it

was the apoftle Paul.—His converfion was

fo remarkable,—-his acquaintance amongft

N 2 his
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his brethren, the Jews, fo extenfive,—his

former zeal againft chriftianity fo noto-

rious,—and his natural and acquired en-

dowments fo confiderable, that one would
almoft have thought, the whole Sanhedrim

would by one general confent have intreated

an audience with him, have liftened to his

arguments with patience, and, under their

energy, felt their prejudices diffolve as fnow
beneath the beams of the fun.—Or, if the

leaders of the people are fo ftrongly en-

trenched in prejudice againft him, and the

caufe he had newly efpoufed, fure he might

hope that the lower clafs of people, moved
by curiofity, would croud together under

the found of his voice, and become the

captives of his arguments. But, inftead of

this, they combine together in bloody con-

tracts, and by folemn oaths to take away his

life. In almoft every city and province,

they fly upon him with madnefs, and hold

him in the greateft contempt and averfion.

Like fo many blood-hounds they purfue his

fteps with eagernefs, bellow forth their

rage, and can reft fatisfied with nothing fhort

of his life. " In every city, bonds and afflic-

tions await himY'—their tongues are dipped

in malice, and their hands armed with ftones

to difcharge againft him.

But if he found things fo difagreeable

amongft his brethren according to the fleih,

fure he might naturally expeft every en-

'Aasxx. 23. couraging
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couraging fupport from thofe who were
brethren in Chrift. But it was not fo.

When he is called to Rome to make his

apology both for the faith and practice of
the chriftians, in the pretence of the Em-
peror, how is he attended ? On fuch occa-
fions, the prefence either of great numbers
or of great perfonages was fuppofed to be of
fmgular advantage to the caufe ; and in that
day, the number of chriftians was neither in-

confiderable, nor were there wanting fome
of that profeflion, even in Casfar's houiehold :

Ver. 22. But, either through fearful nefs or

unfaithfulnefs, he tells us that he was en-
tirely deferted by all, qn that occafion. " At
my firft anfwer no man flood with me but
all men forfook me, I pray God it be not
laid to their charge." Was he then wholly
deferted ? He was not. He had more than
human fupport; the blefled and only Poten-
tate efpoufed his caufe and defended his

perfon. And therefore he immediately
adds, " Notwithstanding, the Lord ftood
with me and ftrengthened me ; that by me
the preaching might be fully known, and
that all the Gentiles might hear : and I was
delivered out of the moutfi of the Lion s."

Even Nero, that bloody perfeeutor of the
chriftians, difmhTed him unhurt, untouched.
This was a great trial both for nature and
grace,—a trial to faith and fortitude,—but
through Chrift he was found fufficient for it.

« * Tim. iw *6, 17. From
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From this we fee that the Lord will always

ftand by his people in a time of affliction and
trial ; he will ftrengthen them for it, —fup-

port them under it,—and make them fupe-

rior to it. Every Chriftian has the fame in

Chrift to encourage him that Paul had

;

and God is faithful, faithful to his Cove-
nant,—to his promife,—-to his charge, and
*< he will not fuffer you to be tempted above

that ye are able ; but will, with the tempta-

tion, alfo make a way to efcape, that jfii may
be able to bear it

h ." Thus we fee that

through Chrift, the Apoftle could bear up
under great difappointments, and

2. As a minifter, through Chrift, he

could perfevere in the profpeel: of very

grievous difcouragements.—He had ftrength

not only to bear the Crofs, but the Yoke
alfo. From heaven he received both his

orders and his ftrength to labour in the vine-

yard. That jefus who had laid his com-
mands on him, ftrengthened him for the

fervice which he had to perform, and tocon^-

tend with the trials and difcouragements

that were thrown in hi? way.

The very narrative of his fufferings is fufr

ficient to convince us, that as he needed, fo

he muft have been fupported by no lefs

than fupernatural ftrength, in the difcharge

of his duty. In labours abundant,—In

ftripes above meafure, In prifons fre-

quent,—In deaths pften,-r-iive time fcourg-

*i Cor. x. 13.
ea *
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ed,—thrice beaten with rods,—once floned

and left as dead,——•thrice (hipwrecked,—-a

night and a day floating in the fea on a

broken part of the fhip, appare?itly at the

mercy of every wave, but really under the

care and convoy of the God of falvation. In
journeyings often from place to place,—In

perils from deep and rapid waters that he
had to crofs,—In perils of robbers who
abounded in thofe parts, In perils of his

own countrymen, In perils from the hea-

thens,—In perils in the city, in the wilder-

nefs, on the fea, and among falfe bre-

thren. What wearifome and painful la-

bours ! What toil by day and watchings by
night ! What diftrefs from hunger, thirft^

cold, and nakednefs *
! * And yet he endured

all as a good foldier of Jefus Chrifi:, and per-

fevered through all, by ftrength received from.

him. O my brethren, your God is not

like the Egyptian tafk-mafiers, for his com-
mandments are not grievous. They called

for brick, but gave no draw ; but when he
calls for work, he gives ftraw and ftrength

likewife2

* 2 Cor. xi. 23

—

if,

* However affecting and particular this account may feem,
it is far from being a full description of what this Apoftle fuf.

fered in the caufe of his blefled Matter : For if the fecond epiftlc

to the Corinthians was written about the year ofour Lord 57, as

the learned Dr. Doddridge fuppofes in his general introduction

to it ; and if Paul fufFered towards the end of Nero, about
A. D. 6~, as Eufebius relates, book 2. cap. 25, it will be no
ways improbable to conclude, that this catalogue of his trials

was greatly increafed in the ten laft years of his life.
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likewife, /. e. not only outward means, but

inward fupports. The leaft duty, the

fmalleft difficulty is too much for your

ftrength, but thegreateftfhall not overmatch

the ftrength of Chrift. And it was through

the ftrength of Chrift that Paul was furhcient

for all things.

3. As a minifter, he could plead the caufe

of Chrift againft all oppofition.

He preached Chrift and him crucified* at

the bar and in the fynagogue, before kings

and priefts, Jews and Pagans. It was his

defire to know nothing amongft m,en but

Chrift. This was his daily ftudy, the theme
of his converfation, and the fubftance of his

pulpit labours. He went about the world

to publifti grace and falvation, and wherever

he came, his fervice was not without fuc-

cefs.—If his audience were not converted to

his doctrine 5 his oppofers were confounded

by his arguments. Before him Felix trem-

bles ; Agrippa declares that he was almoft

perfuaded to be a chriftian ; Dionyfiusy the

Areopagite, embraces the tidings of the go-

jpel 5 and Paulus Sergius, the Proconful,

profeffes his faith in Chrift. Through
Chrift, the fpiritual weapons he employed,

became mighty to the pulling down the

ftrong holds of Satan, and the bringing in-

to captivity every thought to the obedience

df Chrift
1

. Under his miniftrations Sinners

were converted, and almoft in every city,

k 2Cor. x. 5.
churches
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churches eftablifhed under his direction, or

edified and comforted by his fermons and

epiftles. In fhort, it was his aim, his

joy,—his ambition, to preach the unfearch-

able riches of Chrift \ to all where ever

he came, and publifh the name of that Sa-

viour who had plucked him as a brand from

the burning.—His bufmefs was to confirm

truth, to refute error, to detect hypocrites,

and to comfort real believers.

Through Chrift he could do all things.

And it is the fame ftill ; for all the light and

liberty, all the acceptable fervice, and de-

iired fuccefs of minifters, are to be afcribed

to Chrift j—to his fpirit,—to his grace,—to

his power. All their fupport and fufficiency

is of God ;—he gives the door of utterance

and the door of entrance j makes the word
effectual* and by the foolifhnefs of preach-

ing, faves them that believe. But from
confidering him as a minifter, let us pro-

ceed,

Secondly, To view him in his private

capacity as a chriftian, And here, likewife,

we mall find, that through Chrift he could

do, or was fufficient for all things.

1. Through the ftrength of Chrift he
could refift temptation.

Paul was a tried faint; hut being tried,

his faith was found to praife, and honour,

and glory.—He met with temptations both

O from

Kphef. in, 8,
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from wicked men and wicked fpiritS, as-

well as from his own heart.—Temptations

from men, commonly arife either from a de-

lire to avoid their frown, or to obtain their*

favour; but, through Chrift, the Apoftle

was enabled to view his fellow- creatures in

a true light, and to confider, that as their

frowns were not to be feared, fo neither was

their favour worth courting; when it was to

be purchafed at the expence of truth.—He
was alfo much exercifed with the tempta-

tions and bufferings of the Devil, as we
learn from the 12th chapter of his fecond

epiftle to the Corinthians ; but he overcame

all through that Chrift who faid to him,
*' my grace is fufficient for thee, for my
ftrength is made perfect in weaknefs,"

verfe 9.—And as to trials from the remains

of a depraved nature, he enlarges upon the

humbling fubjecft in the 7th chapter of his

epiftle to the Romans; but we fee that as

all his comfort, fo all his fupport, were de-

rived from Chrift; and he who cries out in

one verfe, " Oh ! wretched man that I am,

who fhall deliver me from the body of this

death, " immediately adds, " I thank God,

through Jefus Chrift our Lord." In him I

have ftrength for my fupport and fecurity

for a complete victory.

And, my brethren, to imitate our Apoftle

in the manner of his refilling temptation, is

the only iure way to fucceed. Satan and

the
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the world are in confederacy with our lufts

againft us : And we are exhorted to " refift

ftedfaft in the faith
n ;" not only in the ge-

neral afTent to found doclrine, but on a real

dependence upon Chrift for ftrength and

fuccefs. We muft take flielter in Omnipo-
tence, and " be ftrong in the Lord, and in

the power of his might ." It was the want
of felf-diffidence that was the cauie of Peter's

fall ; and it was this entire affiance in God,
through Chrift, that was the ground of

Paul's fuccefs.-—Therefore, prefume not to

engage in any duty—to refill any tempta-

tion—to fubdue any corrupt luft, in your

own ftrength ; for this is the certain way to

be foiled : But " go forth in the ftrength of

the Lord God," in order to oppofe fin,

" making mention of his righteoufnefs,

even of his only p," in point of j unification

and final acceptance.

2. In his private capacity as a chriftian,

through Chrift, he could mortify corruption.

The moft eminent faints, wThile in the

body, are not wholly free from fin. There
are fins which more eafily befet them;
they feel lufts not only of the flelh but of

the mind ; and. thefe will certainly prevail

againft, and have power over us, unlefs

we have ftrength from Chrift to mortify and

fubdue them. There are pride and pafiion,

fovetoufnefs and envy, which would foon

O 2 gain

» 1 Pet. v. 9

—

p Eph. vi. 10.—p Pfalm Ixxi. 16.
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gain the throne, did not Chrift give wifdom
and ftrength to oppofe them. But it is only

through thefpirit that we can mortify the deeds

of the body. If they live, we mult die ; but

if they die, ye (hall live p
: Live fpiritually,

—

live comfortably,—live eternally. By ChrifVs

ftrength Paul kept under his body, and

made ufe of every proper method to fubdue

inordinate affe&ion : But all his hopes of fuc-

cefs were founded upon Chrift.

And, depend on it, firs, you will never

prevail againft your corruptions, till you

come to God with fuch language as this,

Lord, iniquities prevail againft me, thou

knoweft that I am but perfect weaknefs. I

can no more prevail againft this luft, or over-

come that corruption, than a ftraw can flop

the progrefs of the tide, or a feather refill: the

force of a whirlwind.—Lord, undertake for

me, and enable me with conftancy to apply

to Chrift for grace and ftrength both to

watch and ftrive againft fin. He that pro-

mifes that he will cleanfe you from all your

iniquities and uncleannelfes, declares, that

for this he will be enquired of by the houfe

of Ifrael, to do it for them q
. The ftrength

is all from Chrift, but he will have us fenfible

of our weaknefs, and earneft in our appli-

cation for his grace, before he bellows it

upon us. " The God of Ifrael is he that

giveth ftrength and power to his peopleV
3- ^

p Rom. viii. 13.-—? Ezek. xxxvl 37.-— r Pfalm Ixviii. 35,
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3. It is the character of a chriftian to fit

looie to the world, and Paul was enabled to

do this likewife, through Chrift which
ftrengthened him. His affections were fet

upon things that are above, and he declares

that one reafon why he gloried in the Crofs of

Chrift was this, that " thereby the world

was crucified to him, and he unto the

world \" It appeared of no more impor-

tance to him, and was as infignificant in his

view, as a chamber hung with the moft

curious tapeftry, and decorated with the ut-

moft elegance, would be to a dying perfpn*

though ftretched in the midft of it upon a

bed of down. He considered the world as an

inhofpitable wildernefs, and defired no more
than a paffage through it.—Chrift had bound
his affections to the crofs with the ftrong

cords of love ; and there the Apoftle dis-

covered fuch glories, that he accounted all

the honours and pleafures of the world but

as drofs and dung
?

for the excellency of the

knowledge of Chrift
1

: Yea, he efteemed not

even life dear unto him ; but was defirous

rather to turn his back upon the world, %o

depart and be with Chrift, which, in his

efteem, was not only better than all earthly

enjoyments, but than all Spiritual privileges

on this fide eternity
u
. O what a blefting is

|t, to have the heart, the treafure, the affec-

tions above !—To converfe in heaven while

I Gal. vi. 1 4.-— * Phil. iii. 8.«~Q Phil. i. 23.
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we fojourn below !—To have the delires fre-

quently afcending upwards !—To experience

union to God, and friendfhip with him !-=»

And to find the realizing, though but faint

difcoveries, of the enjoyments of our elder

brethren, who are fafely arrived at their

Father's houfe ! But ah ! how ftrong and

many are the ties that hold us down to the

world ! How are the affections intwined

amongft the creatures, and the heart often

prefented in a difcompofed, divided ftate be-

fore the Lord ! Even David, that eminent
faint, conferTes that his heart clave to the

duft, and that he needed frefh quickening

from his God. O my brethren, look to

Chrift for ftrength, to keep the world at a

proper diflance. Too near an embrace is

dangerous.—It fmiles a Paradife in profpeft,

but proves a wildernefs in enjoyment.

Loofe then from earth, the grafp of fond defire,

Weigh anchor, and fome happier clime explore.

Remember this is not your reft, it is pol-

luted. It is infufficient both in its nature

and duration, to fatisfy the craving defires of

your hearts ; it is under the curfc of God,
and is doomed to deftrudtion. Let us ever

remember that " Chrift gave himfelf for our

iins, that he might deliver us from this pre-

fent evil world, according to the will of God
and our FatherV Deliver us from being

conformed to it, enflaved by it,-^-or con-

demned with it.

"Gal. i. 4. 4- A?
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4. As a chriftian, fupported by Chrift, he
eolild maintain intercourfe with God. This

is the higheft honour, privilege, and happi-

nefs of a rational being. To have accefs to,

and audience with God, through Jefus t\it

Mediator 5 with humble boldnefs to be ad-

mitted to approach the throne of grace, ther6

to prefent our petitions and praiies ; and
there to receive mercy and grace ; how high

the favour ! How great ; the felicity ! To
argue our caufe from his own gracious pro-

rnifes, and fetch the ftrength of our argu-

ments from the perfections of his nature

;

or, like Jacob, to prevail with God, by power
received from himfelf : This is an unfpeak-

able privilege indeed ! But it is the fpirit of

Chrift, which dwells in all the family of
faith, that inftmcts, affifts, and gives fer-

vency and power to the believing foul, in

pleading with God. " The Spirit helpeth

our infirmities : for we know not what we
mould pray for as we ought : but the Spirit

itfelf maketh interceffion for us with
groanings that cannot be uttered\—•"He
forms the petitions, and fills them like-

wife,*—he gives ftrength of argument to

plead with God,—ftrength of faith to lay

hold on God,—and ftrength of patience to

wait for God. O what a blefling is it, to

be enabled to come before God with the de-

iires in lively exercife, with a heart opened
to catch the falling dews of his grace ! To

*Rom. viii. 26' fiftd
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find the fnind riling* as the knees bend ta

the earth, and the language of the heart

breaking out in feeret fervour, before the

lips are opened to exprefs our defires in

words !—When the duty begins with a firi^

eere deiire to perform it with acceptance

to God, and profit to ourfelves ; when fuch

iecret language as this makes its way to

heaven, without the noife of words; and

like a truity fervant informs our Father that

his child is coming. Lord, teach me to

pray 3—help me to prevail;—fhine upon the

fealbn of audience;—and fill my mouth with

arguments, my foul with confidence, and

my heart with comfort. There is no coming
to the Father, but by the Son y

; and it is

from him the ftrength is furnifhed, by
which the intercourfe with heaven is

kept up.

I might take up a confiderable part of the

time allotted to this difcourfe, in exempli-
fying the truth of this particular, in the cafe

of the Apoftle ; but fuch of you as are con-
verfant with his epiftles, are already fur-

nifhed with fufficient proof of it. How
frequent, how fervent, how full are his pe-

titions for the churches ! With what folem-
nity does he bow the knee before the God
and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift; and

with a pathos fomewhat divine, plead for

their profperity and falvation ! But, leaving

the enlargement to your own knowledge of

y john xiv, 6. his
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his fpirit and writings, I pafs on to obferve,

once more,

5. Through Chrift he was enabled to

realize eternity ;— and it was this which
fupported him under all his fufferings, and

enabled him to view them as light in

their nature, and fhort in their duration.

" Our light affliction, which is but for a

moment, worketh for us a far more exceed-

ing and eternal weight of glory ; while we
look not at the things which are ken, but

to the things which are not feen; for the

things which are feen are temporal; but the

things which are not feen are eternal %" Ke
law the fafhion of this world paffing away,

and fought a country where the enjoyments
are both fpiritual and permanent. Chrift

ftrengthened the eyes of his mind to look

forward into eternity, and encouraged his

heart to endure oppoiition in the way to the

prize which he had in profpec~t. He knew
the grace and ftrerigm of Chrift to be inex-

hauftible; and therefore makes ufe of an
unlimited expreiiion, i" can do all things

through Chriji which Jlrengtheneth me. But
this calls our attention to the fecond thing

propofed, viz.

II. Where he found his fufliciency ; or,

in other words, how Chrift ftrengthened
him, / can do all things in or through Chrift,

P 7. e. either

2 Cor. W. 17, 18.
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i. e. either by union to him, or by help re-

ceived from him ; he was ftrong, but it was
" in the grace of Chrift JefusV In all that'

we do as creatures, we are fo dependent on
the power and providence of God, that we
are faid to live and move in him : fo in all

we perform as chriftians, we are fo depen-

dent on Chrifb, that we do it in, or through

him.
But here it may be afked, How was the

Apoftle thus ftrengthened by Chrift ? The
anfwer is eafy : He ftrengthened him by
animating him for,—exciting him to,—and
fupporting him in the feveral fervices and
furTerings he was called to.

i . He ftrengthened his fervant by animating

him in his work.—The love of Chrift was
fo flied abroad in his heart, that he was un-
der an holy conftraint to ferve fo good, fo

great a m after: holy love and facred zeal

animated him for, and accompanied him in,

his feveral great and laborious undertakings.

He had no higher ambition than to fpread

the tidings of Chrift's grace in the world,

and be fome way conducive to advance his

glory in the converfion and falvation of fm-
ners.—Endowed as he was with great na-

tural courage, an active fpirit, a lively ge-

nius, and much folid learning, on the day

of his converfion he lays them all at the feet

of Chrift, and confecrates both them and

himfelf to his fervice.—He gives up the

a 2 Tim. ii. i. commiffion
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comrniffion which he had received from the

Chief Prieft, and takes out one of a different

nature from Chrift himfelf; his cry is,

" Lord, what wilt thou have me to do b ?"

He obtains mercy that he may be a preacher

of faith, and a pattern to all that mould
afterwards believe unto life everlafting

c
.

Like Alexander, it was his wifh to conquer
the world; not with carnal but fpiritual

weapons; not to impofe the yoke of flavery,

but to proclaim freedom, and lead miferable

captives into the pleafures of gofpel-liberty.

And has not that which was evident in Paul,

been exemplified in the followers of Jefus in

every age ? How were Wickliff, Hufs,

Zuingle, and Luther, animated and affifted in

the important fervices they were called to en-

gage in ! What a noble (land did they make
again ft the inroads of Papal tyranny and fu-

perftition ; and laid the foundation for that

happy day of gofpel-liberty, which has been

long enjoyed in this favoured nation. I

might defcend lower, and mew how this

is the cafe with both minifters and private

chriftians in general. It is by Chrift's

ftrength that they are ftirred up to every

fervice which is accompanied with fuccefs.

Chrift animated Paul for his work, fo,

2. He excited him to the undertaking.

A remarkable inftance of this nature we
have in the account of his miniitrations at

P 2 Corinth.—
& Ads ix. 6.—

-

c
1 Tim. i. 16.
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Corinth.—Having faithfully delivered his

meflage in the fynagogue, to his brethren

according to the flefh, his fervice is oppofed,

his doctrine blafphemed, and the doors of

their meeting ihut againft him. On this he

{hakes the duft of the city from his feet,

expreffive both of his difpleafure againft

them, and of his refolution to depart: pro-

bably the next day was fixed for his remove.

But when the curtains of darknefs are drawn

around a (lumbering world, Jefus approaches

his bed, and calls upon him to perfevere in

his work, arTuring him both of protection

and fuccefs. " Then fpake the Lord to

Paul in the night by a virion, Be not afraid*

but ipeak, and hold not thy peace: for I

am with thee, and no man lhall fet on thee

to hurt thee: for I have much people in

this cityV He obeyed;—was the inftru-

ment of profelyting many to the faith ;—
laboured amongft them for a year and a

half; and planted a church in that city,

which he afterwards honoured with two of

his ep lilies.

So, he that encouraged Paul, engages to

ftand by every faithful minifler in his wx>rk,

every humble chriftian in his trials and
temptations: he will comfort them with

his prefence ; fupport them by his provi-

dence; " and never leave them nor forfake

them"." Fear not, therefore, for he will

be

* Adls xviii. 9, 10.—

-

e Heb. xiii. 5.
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be with you;—be not difcouraged, for he

is your God.—He will ftrengthen, help,

uphold you with the right hand of his

power and righteoufnefs
f

.

3. He that encouraged Paul to ferve him,
fupported him in his fervice, ftrengthened

him according to the riches of his glory,

with might by his fpirit in the inner man.
But as this is evident from what has been

obferved before, we fhall conclude with a

few inferences from the who]e. And,
1. From this fubjecl: wTe may learn the

reafon why fo many promifing appearances

in the profefling world come to nothing.

Many feem to run well for a fcsiion ; they

are alarmed at their ftate, and concerned,

about their falvation;—they alien t to gofpel-

doctrine, and approve of the minifters that

preach it ; but by and by they fall off, and
walk no more with Jefus. Like Jonah's

gourd they flourifli for a time, and minifters

rejoice in them \ but, alas ! the malady lies

at the root
\
—they were never brought off

from the bottom of Self; nor, with the

Apoftle, led to engage in religious duties in

the ftrength of Chrift. Sirs, let me befeech

you to follow this remark with a clofe exa-

mination of yourfelves in fecret. Prove

yourfelves. Thoufands, I fear, have been
miftaken in this; beware left you lhould

increafe the number.

2. From
'Ifaiah xli. 10.
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2. From this alfo We fee why thofe who
are chriftians indeed make fo fmall advances

in real holinefs :—they live below their pri-

vilege ;—they do not go to Chrift with that

conftancy and earneftnefs that they ought,

for grace, ftrength, and holinefs. But the

life which Paul lived in the fiefh was by

faith in the Son of God 2
:—he received him

not only for righteoumefs but for fan&ifica-

tion alfo
h
;—not only to juftify him from

the guilt of fin, but to fave him from the

power of it. O live nearer the fountain of

ilrengih. Look to Jefus to work in you

all the good pleafure of his will.

3. Such as have received great fupports

from God, in particular trials and diffU

culties, mould declare what he hath

wrought for them : this they mould do in

order to promote God's glory, and encou-?

rage others in their courfe.

This was Paul's practice, and the good
effects of it we learn from the churches in

Judea, who, having heard of his great

change, and that he now preached the faith,

** glorified God in him 1 ."

4. As whatever is done in the natural

world, is performed by God the Creator;

fo all that is, or has been tranfacled in the

church, which I may call the fpiritual

wrorld, is done by the ftrength of Chrift.

" He is head over all things to the

church,

5 Gal. fi. 20 h
1 Cor. 1. so.— 1 Gal. i. 24.
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church, which is his body, the fulnefs of

Him that filleth all in allY' all faints in

all ages and places. " Now to him that

is of power to eftablim you ; to God
only wife, be glory through Jefus Chrift

for ever
l." Amen.

SERMON
k Eph. i. 23.—' Romans xvi. 25, 27.





SERMON VI.

Jehovah's Immutability and Jacob's

Security : Or, A Sinner's Salvation

all of God.

M A L A C PI I iii. 6.

I am the Lord, I change not ; therefore ye

fons of Jacob are not confamed.

WHEREVER we direct our view,

throughout the whole globe, or

whatever object we make the fubjecT: of me-
ditation, we fee, we feel the arguments

which prove that there is one fupreme, eter-

nal, and immutable Being. That Being
which is above all, and prefides over all

things. " The heavens declare his glory,

and the firmament flieweth his handy-
work 3

;" while every fwelling bud, and
opening flower, evidence the power, and pro-

claim the wifdom of the great Creator. The
whole univerfe is the temple of the Deity ;

and all the vaft variety we obferve in this

Q^ created
a Pfalm xix. i<
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created world, but fo many rteps, by which

we afcend to his throne :

—

There to profefs

our allegiance, to prefent our petitions and

praifes, to aft his friendmip, and learn his

will, that thereby we may engage more

chearfully in his fervice. " To be fpiritual-

ly minded is life and peaceV A fpiritual

mind difcovers God in every place and pro-

vidence : It is that key which admits the

favourites of heaven, by fecret paflages, into

the prefence-chamber of the Deity. To
fuch, the whole creation is but as a thin veil

thrown over infinite perfection, whereby

the dazzling beams of uncreated glory are

foftened ; but the original objedt \o far dif-

covered, as to engage the heart, and to in-

fpire the foul with a laudable ambition, to

have a fuller knowledge and nearer enjoy-

ment of him :
" So that, as one obferves, to

" fuch there is a traniparency in every thing,

" through which the artificer mines. To
" inch the works of God are fo many win-
" dows, for letting into the mind the mo ft

<c captivating beams of the divine perfect

" dons, while the ieniual, or the inconfi-

" derate finner, ufes them as lo many cur-
" tains for fhutting God, and his perfec-

" tions, out*."

What excellencies appear in the different

orders of the creatures !—What wildom in

this, power in that, and beauty in a third!

But
b Rom. viii. 6. * Mead.
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But they are all fo many emanations of un-

created excellency :—Of God the father of

lip-hts, the original of beauty, and the fplen-

dour of every perfection.— His perfections

ihould be the ftudy of his rational creatures ;

and, as difplayed in Chrift, they are the de-

light of angels, and the fupport of his

faints. Come then, my dear fellow finners,

let us take the greater!: fubjecl for our preiciit

meditation. Leaving the Philoiopher to

inveftigate the nature of fecond cauies ; — the

Aftronomer to calculate the bulk and diilan-

ces of the planets;—the Senfualift, like the

fpider, to fuck poifon out of the faireft

flowers in the garden of the creation ; be it

our ambition to converfe with God,—to me-
ditate on his perfections, and to fix the mind
upon that fubjecl, the complete kno v-

ledge of which, fills angels and per feci:

fpirits with an heaven of delight and fatif-

faclion.

In God there is every thing to fill the

mind with reverence, delight, and pleaiing

aitonilliment. If glory and rnajefty itrike us

with reverence,—if goodnefs and mercy at-

tract our love,—if wiidom and power raife

our admiration,—if holinefs and juitice af-

fecl us with awe,—if riches, beauty, or hap-

pinefs court our efteem,—we find them all

in God, in the higheft degree, in the moil

abfolute perfection.- He is that " bleffed

and only Potentate, who is King of kings

Qj2 and
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and Lord of lords :"—His glory is infi-

nite;—-his goodnefs unfearchable; for he is

good, and doth good; he is God alone. His
mercy is from everlafting, and endureth for

ever :—His understanding and knowledge are

unfearchable; hence an Apoftle cries out,

" O the depth of the riches both of the wif-

dom and knowledge of God !" knowledge
in the plan, and wifdom in the profecution

of it, ** how unfearchable are his judgments,

and his ways pail finding outV—-His power
is infinite ; nothing is too hard for him.

—

His holinefs is abfolute ; for he only is

holy.—Hisjuftiee is inflexible; and he can

do nothing but what is right.—His riches

are unfearchable,—his beauty fupreme,

—

arid, to crown all, he is pofferTed of that,

which I may ftile the glory of every ex-

cellency, the quinteffence of every perfec-

tion, viz. immutability. He can fay, what
none beiides can, / am the Lord, / change

not ; therejore ye fons of Jacob are not con-

fumed.
The chapter in which the text is found,

begins with a prophecy, and a promife :
—

The prophecy relates to John the JBaptift, the

harbinger of Chrift ;— he is defcribed by his

office as a meflenger, and by his work,
which was to prepare the way of the

Lord.—The promife refpedls Chrift, who
is fet forth as the Lord and MeiTenger of

the
c

i Tim. vi. 15.
d Rom. xi. 33.
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the covenant -

y and the defire, delight, and

expectation of his people. His appearance

is fpoken of both as certain and fudden ; and

the particular place fixed upon, almofl four

hundred years before he was born. Ver. 1.

" Behold, I will fend my mefienger, and he

fhall prepare the way before me : and the

Lord whom ye feek lhall fuddenly come to

his temple : even the meffenger of the cove-

nant, whom ye delight in : behold, he

fhall come, faith the Lord of hofts."

The defign of his coming, is further dc-

fcribed by its effects, both with refped to

the righteous and the wicked. To the for-

mer, he (hall come as a refiner, that they

may offer a pleafant and acceptable facrifice

to the Lord. Ver. 2-—4. " But who may
abide the day of his coming ? and who fhall

Hand when he appeareth ? for he is like a re-

finer's fire, and like fuller's fope. And he

fhall fit as a refiner and purifier of filver : and

he mail purify the fons of Levi, and purge

them as gold and filver, that they may offer

unto the Lord an offering in righteoufnefs.

Then fhall the offering of Judah and Jeru-

falem be pleafant unto the Lord, an offer-

ing in righteoufnefs/' To the wicked he
will put on a very different afpedt, and ap-

pear as a fwift witnefs againft them. Ver.

5, " And I will come near to you to judg-

ment, and I will be a fwift witnefs againft

the forcerers, and againft the adulterers, and

againft
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againft falfe fwearers, and againft thofe that

opprefs the hireling in his wages, the widow,

and the fatherlefs, and that tarn afide the

ftranger from his right, and fear not me,

faith the Lord of holts."

But will not the truly pious, who are

more fenfible of the evil of iin, and of the

defperate wickednefs of every departure from

the living God,—will not they be ready to

fear and fay, Who then can /land when God
doth this ? If he mould mark iniquity, we

cannot anfwer him one of a thoufand. As

a prefervative againft fuch fears, and for the

encouragement of fuch humble fouls, the

words of the text are introduced, / am the

Lord, / change not: therefore ye fons of

Jacob are not confumed. In which fliort, but

comfortable paffage, the Lord describes

himfelf,

I. By his name; I am the Lord.

II. By his nature ; I change not. And
III. By the effect of this, with refpedt to

his redeemed Ifrael, therefore ye fons of

facob are not conjumed.

I. The firft thing we have to notice, is

the name of the faered fpeaker, / am the

Lord, Jehovah. This name is the com-

mon preface both to his own glory, and to

his people's comfort; it is expreffive, not

enly of felf-exiitence, but evidences him to

be
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be the fpring or fountain of all exigence to

others. He exifts nrcej/an/y and originally of
himfelf. This glorious name is derived

from a verb, which, in the Hebrew lan-

guage, fignifies to be; and the learned Bux-
torr obferves, that it takes in all the tenfes,

fajly prefent, and future. Jehovah then

is that Being, M which is, and which was,

and which is to come ;"—the fountain of
life, —the immutable centre of exiftence,—

r

the Lord of ail.—-What author! y and ma-
jefty is conveyed in the very found of his

name, / am the Lord. If the Babylon ifli

monarch, walking on the top of his palace,

with that once famous city in view, could

exult in fuch language as this, <c Is not this

great Babylon that I have built for the houfe

of the kingdom, by the might of my power,
and for the honour of my majefty'r How
much more ftricHy may it be faid of this

glorious Being who fpeaks in the text, that

he collects into his view ten thoufand world?,,

with their numerous inhabitants ; and ren-

ders his proclamation as extenfive as is his

authority; faying / am the Lord :—The
Lord of angels, of men, and of every infe-

rior race of creatures, 1 am the Lord.—
Which title, I apprehend, takes in three

things -

y—that he is the origin,—the propria

etor, and the end of all worlds and crea-

tures.

1. When
c Rev. i. 4.

f Dan. iv. 30.
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i . When he fays / am the Lord, it proves

him to be the origin of all worlds and crea-

tures. " In him we live, and move, and
have our beingV—" It is he that hath

made us, and not wre ourfelvesV At his

almighty word, innumerable worlds flart

into exigence, and acknowledge, that " for

his pleafure they are, and were created
1 ."

—

He is the root of all exiftence, and all other

beings are but as fo many branches from him

:

Some are more exalted as to ftation, and

fome more eminent for fruitfulnefs than

others ; but the fmallefl bud is filled with that

prolific virtue, which will burft forth to his

praife : " For by him were all things created

that are in heaven, and that are in earth,

vifible and inviiible, whether they be thrones,

or dominions, or principalities, or powers :

all things were created by him and for him,
And he is before all things, and by him all

things conflftV
,

His own hand planted the

wrhole garden of the univerfe, in which he
walks with delight and pleafure. His al-

mighty fiat ran through the vaft inactive

chaos, and heaved into different forms,

things both animate and inanimate : His wif-

dom, power, and goodnefs united all their

influence, to form a regular chain of being

from grofs matter, up to perfect fpirit ; the

whole of which is arranged in proper fubjec-

tion

sA&s xvil z3. h ?fk!mc. 3.- l Rev. iv. 11.
k Ccl. i. i6, 17.
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tion to himfelf, and every link in due fubor-

dination to each other.—Yes, my brethren,

mortifying as the declaration may be to hu-

man pride, the loathfome fpider, and the

celebrated beauty ; —the gloomy mole, which
refides in the dark caverns of the earth, and

the flaming feraph, who flies through the

vault of heaven; the ftupid afs, and the

learned philofopher, have all but one Father;

one God hath created them : And whatever

prefent excellency there may be found in

one above another, is to be attributed to

his fovereign will, not to any fuperiority in

the materials out of which they were pro-

duced :—Well, therefore, might the Royal

Pialmift cry out, " O Lord, how manifold

are thy works ! in wifdom haft thou made
them all : the earth, the fea," yea all things,

" are full of thy riches V
2, When he fays lam the Lord, it alfo

evidences him to be the proprietor of all

worlds and creatures :—Whatever change

may have taken place amongft the creatures,

however they may endeavour to caft his yoke
far from them, or free themfelves from his

authority and fervice, yet his claim is not to

be difputed, his right in them is not to be

fet afide ; he is Lord of all : And however
their nature or courfe may deviate from their

original defign, he can fo ferve himfelf, by

their conduct, that " the wrath of man
R (hall

1 Pfalm civ. 24, z$.
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fhall praife him m," and even the rage of de-*

vils fhall exalt him. If the univerfe is his

houfe, then all the creatures in it muft be

his fervants : They are fupported by him,
and under law unto him, fo that " he fays

to one, Go, and he goeth; to another, Come,
and he comethV Commiffioned by him,
flies become the executioners of his ven-

geance ; and frogs march with irregular

motion into the very palaces of his ene-

mies. He rolls the ftars in their courfes,

—

gives laws unto the moon,—and appoints

the fun when to rife and where to fet. He
is that great artificer, that has ten thoufand
inflruments always at hand, and can employ
them as he pleafes ; for " the earth is the

Lord's, and the fulnefs thereof ." He
can monopolize all things, and yet injure no
one.—Is the Lion the king of beads ? The
Leviathan lord of the fea ? And particular

men rulers over different nations ? Jehovah
is Lord of lords : From him Lions feek their

prey,— to him Leviathan is fubjecx,— and
by him Kings reign, and Princes decree

juftice. If we look into the hiftory of na-

tions, wrhat warm, what cruel, what tedi-

ous contefts have been carried on by man-
kind about property; but God, with an al-

mighty arm, can incircle all things, and
with propriety fay, All is mine,—I made

all,

" Pfalm lxxvi. 10 "Matt. vm. 9. ° Pfalm x::iv. 1.
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1

all,—and claim all,—and fupport all for my
own glory,

3. His faying / am the Lord, implies

further, that he is the end of all worlds and
creatures.—

—

" All his works praife himV
" He hath made all things for himfelf q."

" The glory of the Lord fhall endure for

ever: the Lord fhall rejoice in his works',"

If we look into the factory of fome renown-
ed artift, we fee different perfons employed
in feveral parts of workmanfhip, yet all pre-

paring their quota towards one general de-

iign : So through the whole of God's
dominion, one uniform deiign prevails

:

And however oppofite the aims of An-
gels, Men, and Devils may appear at the

iirfl view 5—however contrary the conduct
of faints that ferve him, and finners that

defpife and rebel againft him, all meet in

the fame end, viz. God's glory. He fhall

be glorified, no lefs in the damnation of the

wicked, than in the falvation of the righte^

ous :—Yes, when all the creatures have an-

fwered their deiign, and all the myfteries of
providence are brought to a conclufion ;

—

when the world we now inhabit, like a tem-
porary bridge built on purpofe by God to

conduct his family to the heavenly kingdom,
fhall be taken down -

3—when the wheels of
nature fhall be broken ;—the planets drop ;

—

and the fun fet in everlafling night ;

—

then

the glory of the Lord fhall arife out of the

R 2 diffolution

? Pfalm cxlv. 10.—^ Prov. xvi. 4.—

»

r Pfalm civ. 31,
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more,—to mine for ever. -Then it mall

appear, that there was no fuperfluity in the

whole creation, but all neceilary,—all ufe-

ful,— all advantageoufly difpofed to promote

the grand defign. Then all the kings of

the earth, and the fulnefs of the nations,

fhall bring their glory to the Lord, and lay

it at his feet, to be employed to his eternal

praife.—Then it fhall be feen that " God is

all, and in all
3 :" u e* either to be all the

perfection, that has appeared in the creation,

or that his glory has been the chief end, to.

which all the fervices of the creatures were

directed. Then it will be known that it

was his power, which was put forth in all

their motions ; and his wifdom, that guided

the whole fo exactly, to terminate in his

eternal honour and everlafting praife.—

?

Thus in the end, " Every creature which is,

in heaven, and on earth, and under the

earth, and in the lea, mall afcribe blef-

fing, and honour, and glory, and power to

him, that, fitting on his throne V' faith, /
am the Lord.
Thus having* considered his name, let us

pafs on,

II. To the defcription here given us of

his nature. I change not: Which declara-

tion evidences that he is immutable in his

perfections,

9
1 Cor. xv. 28.—

-

t Rev. v. 13.
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fierfeflions, in his purpofes, and in his pro-

mifes.

1. He is unchangeable in his perfections

and attributes. He is " the father of lights,

with whom there is no variablenefs, neither

fhadow of turning;V " The Lord (hail en-*

dure for everV " He is the fame, and his

years (hall have no endV It is impoffible,

in the nature of tjiings, that he mould
change ; for could he rife higher, or fink

lower in any perfection, it would prove him
not to be God :—But he is the fame;—im-
mutable in all

}
in each of his perfections.

Speak we of ftrength ? Behold he is ftrong,

the almighty, omnipotent Jehovah :—And
however glorioufly his attribute of power
may have been drawn forth, in the works
of creation, providence, and redemption,

it is the fame ftill without alteration, or

weaknefs, through exertion.—He has power
to keep his faints,—to fupport his caufe,

—

to crufti his foes,—to raife the dead,—and
exalt his throne and name through everlaft-

ing ages. If Caleb, at eighty-five years old,

could fay " I am as ftrong this day, as I was
in the day that Mofes fent me to efpy out the

land : as my ftrength was then, even fo is it

now, for war, both to go out and come inV
Surely with the greateft propriety it may -be

iajd of God, after all the exertions of his

power,

S James i. 17.
w Pfalm ix. 7.—-* Pfalm cii. 27.

y Joih. xiv. 11.
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power, he is the fame he ever was.-—With
an infinite underjtandmg he feeth the end

from the beginning :-^-To him there is no in-

creafe of knowledge, or defect of memory,

—

all things are naked and open to his view ;
—

all peribns, a&ions, thoughts, contingen-

cies, all are known to him. He is that

Being, whofe infinite mind can grafp a

whole univerfe at once, and yet the fmalleft

particle of matter is under his particular no-

tice.—He is infinitely above all, and yet in-

terested in all.—O the infinite immenfity !

—

The glorious excellency of the Deity !—No
mortal tongue can fpeak the glories of his

name, nor angelic mind comprehend the infi-

nite grandeur of his nature. Would you fee

human underftanding labouring under fogreat

a fubject,—ftre.tching the wings of defire,—

-

and (training every idea, to fpeak forth what
he is i—yet after all, defcribing him by ne-

gatives, take it in the words of a renowned
Poet of our age and nation :

The namelefs Ht\ whofe nod is natures birth j

And nature's, fhield, the fhadow of his hand ;

Her difTolution, his fufpended fmiie !

The great Firft-Laft ! pavilion'd high he fits

In darknefs, from exceflive fplendor born,

By gods unfeen, unlefs thro' luftre loft.

His glory, to created glory, bright,

- As that to central horrors \ he looks down
On ail that foars ; and /pans immenfity *.

Ia
• Night Thoughts, N°. 4.
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* In his love, grace, and mercy alfo he is

immutable. His love to his church is fixed,

permanent, and everlafting. Hear his own
declaration, " The mountains (hall depart,

and the hills be removed, but my kindnefs

mall not depart from thee, neither fhall the

covenant of my peace be removed, faith the

Lord, that hath mercy on thee
2 ." To the

fame purpofe is the argument of the Prophet,
" The Lord will not forfake his people for

his great name's fake: becaufe it hath pleafed

the Lord to make you his people \" " He
refts in his love

b 5"—in this " there is con-

tinuance, and they mail be fayed';" for
u whom he loves, he loves to the end d;"

—

and " nothing fhall feparate them from the

love of God e ."

—

" His mercy is from ever-

lafting to everlafting to them that fear

him f ."—He changeth not in his veracity i>—
But of this prefently.

2. As he is immutable in his perfections, fo

he is likewife in his purpofes. His " counfels

of old are faithfulnefs and truth g." " He
is of one mind, and who can turn him ? and
what his foul defireth,' even that he dothV
" The counfel of the Lord ftandeth for

ever, the thoughts of his heart to all genera-

tions
1 ." When he fpeaks, it is in the mofl

authoritative
z Ifa. Hy. 10. a

1 Sam. xii. 22. b Zeph. in. 17.-

—

c
Iia. lxiv. 5.—djohn xiii. 1. e Rom. viii. 35, 37, 38,
39- / Pialm ciii. 7 5 Ifa. xxv. 1.

—

h
Jobxxiii. 13.

1 Pfalm iii. 1
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authoritative language, faying, " My ecrun*

fel fhall ftand, and I will do all my pleafure

:

I have fpoken it, I will alfo bring it to pafs ;

I have purpofed it, I will alfo do it
k."

Even the wicked Balaam bears an honour-

able teftimony to the immutability of the

divine purpofes. H God is not a man, that

he mould lie, neither the fon of man, that

he mould repent : hath he laid, and mall he

not do it > or hath he fpoken, and fhall h«

not make it good 1 ?" Yes; my brethren*

what God wills he does, and what he plan?

he executes likewife.- It would be as eafy to

him to ceafe to be, as to alter his mind -, for

immutability is his very nature. Hence we
are informed by an infpired writer, that " he

worketh all things according to the counfel

of his own will
m ." All the prophefies and

their accomplishments, are but fo many evi-

dences and arguments to prove the immu-
tability of the divine decrees. It was his

purpofe that Ifrael mould be enflaved,—that

Egypt mould be deftroyed,—that Babylon

ihould fall,—that the Saviour mould be

manifefted, that Jerufalem mould be left

defolate, that the Jews mould be reject-

ed, and that the Gentiles fliould be con-

verted -

y and we live to fee how awfully, or

how exactly the events have anfwered to the

predictions. Even things that are to

come, are all prefent with him -, and there-

fore
k

Ifa. xlvi. io, 11.

—

! Numb. xxiii. 19.—"Epki. 11.
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fore he fpeaks of them, with the greateft

certainty, as though already pad.

3. Founded upon his perfections, and

connected with his purpofes are his promifes ;

and each of thefe, if the expreffion may be

allowed, is endorfed with his own hand, /
am the Lord, I change not. " All the pro-

mifes are in Chrift Jefus, yea, and amen,

unto the glory of God by us"."—All revela-

tion is, in fome fort, a difcovery of himfelf;
*« and he abideth faithful, he cannot deny

himfelfV " Faithful is he that hath

fpoken, whoalfo will do it." And that the

heirs of promife may have ftrong confola-

tion, hear what he has to fay, " My cove-

nant will I not break, nor alter the thing

that is gone out of my lipsV When God
fpeaks a promife, he lays himfelf under ob-

ligation to anfwer the faith of thofe who
truft in him for the accompliiliment of it.

And hence it becomes a certain truth, that

*' they that truft in him, (hall never be con-

founded. "—Many are the promifes that he

hath recorded in his word;—and many the

petitions that his people have founded on
them, in their accefs unto him :—But I have

this encouragement for every believer, how-
ever dark thy views, or weak thy faith in the

promifes, thy God c< will never leave thee,

nor forfake thee, until he hath done all that

S he
a
2 Ccr. i. 20. ° 2 Tim. ii. 12. p Pfalm Ixxxix. 34.
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he hath fpoken to thee of q ." He will

mortify corruption, heal backflidings,—

—

ftrengthen grace,—increafe comfort,—pre-

ferve the divine life,—complete fanclifica-

tion,—and perfect that which concerneth

thee. He has pledged his honour, his

veracity,—his omnipotence, for the accom-
plifhment of his word. " Truft in him
therefore at all times ; O ye people, pour

out your hearts before himV "Truft in

the Lord for ever; for in the Lord
JEHOVAH is everlaftingftrengthV—The
only thing that remains in the method pro-

pofed, is,

III. The bleffed effect of the divine im-
mutability, with refpect to his favoured

people : 'Therefore ye Jons of "Jacob are not

coiifumed. The truth of this affertion will

appear with the fulleft evidence, if we take

a general view of their conduct and confef-

Jions,

1. A flight view of their conduB will

convince an unprejudiced mind, that the

immutability of God is the reafon, the only

reafon, why they are not confumed. How
many deviations from the line of truth, and

from the path of duty ? What unfteadinefs

in their faith,—in their love,—in their obe-

dience ?—In how many inftances have they

provoked or rebelled againft God ? What
heart-

Gen, xxviii. 15.*— r
Pfa!rn Ixii. 8.*— 6

Ifa. xxvi. 4.
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heart- wanderings,—mental idolatry,—fecret

backilidings,—creature love,—worldly con-

formity, prefumptuous fins,— trifling in

duty, or orniflions of it ? In the review of

the many dangers, fnares, and temptations

from which we have been delivered, is not

our prefervation a wonder to ourfelves ? Why
has he not left us to be burnt up by our own
lufts, or confumed by the fiercenefs of Satan's

temptations ? O, firs, here we read the rea-

fon,

—

He changeth not. What is faid of

Ifrael of old, is but too juft a defcription of

the people of God in every age. " Their

heart was not right with God, neither were

they ftedfaft in his covenant. But he, being

full of compaflion, forgave their iniquity,

and deftroyed them not : yea, many a time

turned he his anger away, and did not ftir up

all his wrath, for he remembered that they

were but flefh ; a wind that pafieth away,

and cometh not again V* O profeflbr, is

not thy prefervation to this very moment,
one continued evidence that thy God is not

given to change ! But,

2. Let us take a general view of the confcf-

fwns of the people of God in paft ages, and it

will confirm the doctrine of the text :—We
will begin with Job, who is fuppofed to

have lived, either about, or before the time of

the patriarch Jacob.—He, having acknow-
ledged that finful man cannot be juft with

S 2 God,
* Pfalm lxxviii. 37—39.
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God, immediately adds, " if he will con-

tend with him, he cannot anfwer him one

of a thoufandV David fpeaks the- fame
fentiment in thefe words, " If thou, Lord,
(houldefl mark iniquities : O Lord, who
fhall ftand ? But there is forgivenefs with

thee, that thou mayefl be fearedV—The
church, in Jeremiah's time, unite in the

fame confeffion : " It is of the Lord's mer-
cies that we are not confumed, becaufe his

companions fail not
x ." Daniel gives into

the iame fentiment, when he fays, " To the

Lord our God belong mercies and forgive-

nefs, though we have rebelled againft him 7 ,"

In fhort, this has been the general declara-

tion of all the followers of God in every

age j and when all the company of the re-

deemed are convened together, and led up to

glory, the fong with which they will enter

heaven, will be a full confeffion of their un-
worthinefs, and a free profeffion of God's
unchangeabknefs. " Not unto us, O Lord,
not unto us : but to thy name be the

pfcaifeV—Thus we fee that Jehovah, the

author, proprietor, and end of all things,

changeth not, either in his perfections, pur-

pofes, or promifes >— and both the conduci and

confeffion of the church make it evident,

that this is the reafon they are not confum-
ed.

u Jcb ix. 2 w Pfalm cxxx. 3, 4.—^* Lam. iii. '22.——

•

v Dan. ix. 9. * Pfalm cxv. i.
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ed. An inference or two fhall bring us to

a conclufio.n of this difcourfe.

1 . If God is unchangeable, then he is a

fuitable portion for an immortal foul.—

A

fubftantial and immutable good, is only

fufficient to anfwer its vafts demands, or

yield it eveiiafting fatis faction. In every

earthly enjoyment the foul finds a void,

which nothing can fill but the fulnefs of

God,--In him is reft\—" In his prefence is

fulnefs of joy, and at his right hand there

are pleafures for evermoreV—God, as reveal-

ed by Chrift, and reconciled in Chrift, has

every thing to endear him to thofe that have

eyes to fee his excellency. He is infinite

beauty,—everlafting fulnefs,—eternal truth,,

and abfolute perfection.—He is light in all

its effulgence, and love in all its fulnefs :

And to enjoy that beauty,—take in thaty#/-

ne/s, live upon that truth, and be related to

%a&iperfeStion

\

—to walk in that light > and to

be delightfully loft in that love, is the high-

eft happinefs of immortal beings, and mould
be their prevailing defire and conftant pur-
fuit. O finners, wherefore fuch labour for

that which fatisfieth not !—Such a perpetual

race after fhadows !—Such uninterrupted dif-

appointment, while in conftant expecta-

tion !—How often have your feet flipped,

when you have feemed almoft on the thre-

fhold of fatisfadion ;—The reafon is, happi-

nefs

a Pfelm cxvi. 7.
b Pfalm xvi. 11.
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nefs is only to be found in God, in his fa-

vour here, in his enjoyment hereafter. And
all purfuits after this, all expectations of it

any other way than through a reconciled God
in Chrift, are like the attempts of a drowning
mariner to climb up a rock of ice, in order

to evade the danger of the fea ; —at every

fuch attempt his hand flips, and his foot

fails. May the facred Spirit convince you
of your folly, and give you that wifdom,

which confifts in the knowledge, fear, and

love of the Lord.

2. If God is immutable in his perfections,

purpofes, and promifes, then what have

faints to fear ?—The eternal God is their

refuge in every trouble,—their flrength in

life, their guide through death, their

portion for ever,— If he be for them, his

perfections, purpofes, promifes for them

;

then who can harm them ? Who (hall be

againft them ?

—

" BlefTed are the people that

are in fuch a cafe ; yea, happy the people,

whofe God is the Lord V
On the other hand, if God is immutable,

then finners (hall be confumed.—Coniider

this ye that hear of falvation, but are not

faved.—God is immutable in his threatnings,

as well as in his promifes ;—unalterable in

his juftice, as well as in his love;—and

therefore if you die unconverted, it will be

found " a fearful thing to fall into the hands
c Pfalmcxliv. 15.

of
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of the living God";"—that God who lives

for ever, to take vengence on thofe that obey
not the gofpel.—O, firs, how awful mult
that eternity be, in which finners have to

deal with God as an implacable enemy, as

an immutable tormentor !—But to draw to a

clofe.

3. From this fubjedt, how eafy is it to

infer, that a finner's falvation is all of
grace :—Grace begins, advances, and com-
pletes the work.-—That you are comforted,

and not confumed ;—encouraged, and not
confounded;—redeemed, and not ruined;

—

faved, and not condemned ; is all to be refolv-

ed into this, the Lord changeth not. t€ Now
unto him that is able to keep you from fall-

ing, and to prefent you faultlefs before the

prefence of his glory, with exceeding joy.

To the only wife God our Saviour, be glory

and majefty, dominion and power, both

now and ever. Amen.

SERMON
^Heb. x. 31. * Jude 24, 25.





SERMON VII.

God the gracious Remembrancer, and

yet the faithful Reprover of his

profefiing People : Or, Prefent

Declenfions fet in the Light of pafc

Experience.

JEREMIAH ii. 2.

Go, and cry in the ears of Jerufalem, faying?

'Thus faith the Lord, I remember thee, the

kindnefs of thy youth, the love of thine

efpoufals, iohen thou wentejl after me in the

wildernefs, in a land that was not fown.

THROUGH that depravity of nature,

and the power of indwelling fin,

which is found even in the truly regenerate,

we often hear them complaining of much
languor in their frame, and formality in their

devotions :—Things are not with them as in

time paft, when they experienced a happy
fervour of foul, and an holy intimacy with

God. Through inattention to the ferpen-

T tine
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tine windings of fin, or being deluded by

its falfe pretences, they are found fufferers in

the nobler part:—Their garments are de-

filed, their fouls wounded, and their com-
forts fufpended ;—and but for the interpo-

lation of grace, there would be caufe to fear

that they would continue in that ftate, and

at length fuffer eternal mifery. Their good-

nefs but too juftly refembles " the morning

cloud, and the early dew which paffeth

away\" And though the habits of grace

are not eradicated, its a&ings are awfully

debilitated or fufpended : Their zeal abates,

their love waxes cold, and their affections,

once fixed upon the things that are above,

now grovel, are debafed, and too, too much
fet upon fhadows, trifles, and vanity. If we
look into the chrifTian world, how many do

we find who once fpread the fails of profef-

ficn, and made fuch progrefs, as to lead us

to conclude they would foon reach the de-

fired haven ; but, alas ! either they are driven

back into port, by the dangerous winds of

worldly prosperity, or they have run upon

the fands of formality, and are in danger of

ruin. Decleniions in religion are generally

more vifible from their effects, than in their

progrefs. A llupor creeps on by degrees.

Want of watchfulnefs, remifihefs in duty,

neceffary
a Hofca vi. 4,.



and Reprover of his People. 147

neceffary employments in life*, or too

great a conformity to the cuftoms or temper

of the world, have often paved the way to

very awful declenfions, and bitter forrows as

the effect of them. Even the true chriftian,

from a conviction of his lofs on thefe ac-

counts, has been led to cry out, " O that

I were as in months paft, as in the days when
God prcferved me: when his candle mined
upon my head, and when by his light I

walked through darknefs : as I was in the

days of my youth, when the fecret of God
was upon my tabernacle \" Some that are

now prefent may have caufe to adopt this

language. How hath the world infinuated

itfelf into your affections, and the things

which demand the moft ferious attention,

are held off at the greater!: diftance, and, like

ftrangers, treated with referve and indif-

ference ! Call to remembrance the bleffed

feafon, when the thoughts of fin were bitter,

and the tidings of falvation precious ; when
your hearts were much taken up in delight-

ful meditations ; when the love of God, the

condefcenfion of Jefus, the promifes of
grace, the wonders of redemption, the glo-

T 2 ries

* The world's infech'ous ; few bring back at eve,

Immaculate, the manners of the morn.
Something we thought, is blotted ; we refolvd,

Js fhaken ; we renounced, returns again.

Night Thoughts, N° 5.

* Job xxix. 2, 3, 4.
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ries of heaven, and the employments of thofe

happy faints who eternally inhabit it, were

fubjects of pleating reflection unto you.

Call to mind " the years of the right hand of

the Lord V and thofe fweet indulgences

with which you were then favoured, and

fay, was it not better with you then than it

is now ?

But however painful it may be to reflect

on the days that are paft, what caufe have

you to rejoice that a way is opened for your

return ? Call upon the Lord that he may re-

vive you again, that fo you may rejoice and

be glad in him d

; go and tell him that you
want to be as humble, as holy, as heavenly-

minded as you were formerly : Look to him
as the great reviver, and never reft fatisfied

till you can love him fupremely, rejoice in

him fully, and rely on him only. " Times
of refrefhing come from his prefence%" and

all our returns are but the effects of his

drawing. We can neither mourn for fin,

nor rejoice in falvation, till the Lord look

upon us, as Chrift did upon Peter. Our
declenfions are entirely of ourfelves, our de^

liverances are only of God. He convinces

the confcience, quickens the active powers

of the foul, reduces from the ways of fin and

error, and " leads in the paths of righteouf-

nefs for his own name's fakeV
The

CkPfalm Ixxvii. 10 d Pfalm Ixxxv. 6. e A&siii. 19.
f Pfalm xxiii. 3.
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The chapter in which the text is found,

contains the Lord's meflage to the feed of
Abraham, by Jeremiah the prophet. In if-

they are reminded of former favours, as an

aggravation of thofe fins which they now
flood chargeable with ; and in order to fliew

them their ingratitude, and bring them to a

conviction and acknowledgment of their

tranfgreffions.

The preface to this meifage we have in the

two firft verfes. It is probable the fummons
found 'Jeremiah at Anathoth, a city given to

the priefls, by the tribe of Benjamin; it was
the place of the prophet's birth, and fituated

about three miles north of Jerufalem.

The expreffions in the text, may refer

either to God's kindnefs to them, when as

a nation he feparated them for faimfelf, load-

ed them with his favours, guided them by
his prefence, and fupported them by a long

and wonderful feries of miracles : Or it may
refpect that humility, gratitude, dependence,

and obedience which was expreffed on their

part, when he took them by the hand to lead

them out of Egypt. This indeed was the

cafe of very few, in comparifon of the

whole, and even in thofe few there was a great

mixture of imperfection •> but a gracious

God makes mention of it with ftrong marks
of approbation. They followed him in a

wildernefs where there was no way, and in a

land which was not fown> thereby evidencing

their
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their entire confidence in his wifdom as their

guide, and in his providence as their keener.

The whole may be applied, without any

force upon the text, to the church of God
in every age. In the feafon of converfion,

conftrained by the influence of Almighty

Love, they yield themfelves to the Lord, are

efpoufed unto Chrift, and fubmit to his

guidance and government ; faying, " Thou
{halt guide us with thy counfel," fupply

all our wants, " and finally bring us to

gloryV
How, kind is the reproof! How tender the

admonition contained in the text !—What
bowels of mercy breathe in every word !

—

What a fweet mixture of authority and love

do they prefent to our view ! Thusfaith the

Lord. He, whofe authority is acknowledged

in earth and heaven ; He, whofe underftand-

ing is incapable of a miftake, whofe wifdom
invariably dictates the mod: proper method to

be purfued in every caufe, and whcfe power

can make it effectual : /, with whom a

thoufand years are but as one day, and in

whofe view the paft, as well as future, is

ever prefent. I remember thee with pleafure

and delight, the kindnefs of thy youth, when
my praifes burft from thy lips in fongs of

thankfgiving ; the love of thine efpoufals,

when thine heart was given up unto me;
even at that feafon when thou wentefi after me

in the wildernefs, in a land that was notfown.
* Pfalm Ixxiii. 24. What



and Reprover of his People. tit

What I propofe from the words, will be

found under thefe two general obfervations.

I. That there are feafons, in which a gra-

cious God fees it needful to refer his

people to their pail experience. And,
II. That fuch a method is wifely calcu-

lated to convince the confcience, to ftir

them up to diligence, and to promote
dependence on him that fpeaketh.

Other ufeful remarks might be drawn from
the words, but thofe already pointed out

will fuffice for a fingle difcourfe.

I. We obferve from thefe words, that

there are feafons in which a gracious God
fees it necefTary to call the thoughts of his

people to their pad experience : Thus faith

the Lord, I remember thee* the kindnefs of thy

youth, the love of thine efpoufals, &c.

The people to whom he addreifes himfelf,

by the Prophet, in thefe words, were in a

very awful ilate of backfliding :
" They had

forgotten their refting-place
h
," forfaken the

God of their mercies, and were greedily fol-

lowing after the vanities of the nations.

Their fin and folly are marked out in very

pointed language, and under a very finking

iimilitude in this chapter :
" Be ailonifhed,

O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly

afraid • be ye very defolate, faith the Lord.
h j-- 1. 6. For



152 God the Remembrancer

For my people have committed two evils i

they have foffaken me, the fountain of living

waters, and hewed them out citterns, broken

cifterns that can hold no waterV Sur-

priiing folly ! to leave living water for that

which was ftagnated; a fountain for a

ciftern y yea, a never-failing fountain for a

broken ciftern : Sure this was madnefs, to be

equalled only by thofe who are daily deceived

by a defperately wicked heart. O ye Ifrael-

ites9 if ftrangers to ourfelves, we fhould be

aftonifhed at your conduct, and cenfure you

more feverely, did we not thereby condemn
our own conduct.

The method which the Lord takes in re-

proving this people, is not lefs remarkable

for its wifdom than tendernefs ; he evidently

feeks rather to win upon their tender feel-

ings, than to awe them with his terrors ;
—

rather to melt their hearts under a fenfe of

his kindnefs, than to break them with the

rod of correction. His language is to this

purpofe : O Ifrael, what have you found at

my hands to produce fo ftrange an alteration ?

Have I ever proved unfaithful to my engage-

ments, or failed in the expreffions of my
love ? Did I ever defert you in a time of

difficulty and danger, or crofs you in any de-

fire when it was for your real good or pro-

fit ? Why is it that you act with fuch referve

towards me, and return contempt for my
kindnefs to you ? This was not always the

1
Jer. ii. iz, 13. ca*e •
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cafe:-—No; / remember thee, the kinanefs of

thy youth, the love of' thine e/poufa/s. I re-

member the ftrong expreffions of gratitude

for favours conferred 3—the earner! breath-

ings of your fouls after converfe and commu-
nion with me ;—and the tendernefs of your
confeience with refpecl to iin and tempta-

tion : I remember the yearning of your bow-
els towards your fellow finners -,—the re-

proaches, trials, difficulties, and difcourage-

ments you had to pais through, for your at-

tachment to my caufe and interefr. ; and your
readinefs to furrender and give up all for my
fake : Yes ; I remember the diligence you
evidenced, and the delight you then expe-

rienced, in attending upon the ordinances of
my inflitution, and the clear, frequent, and
realifing views you had of death, judgment,
and eternity. Of thefe in their order.

1. The Lord remembers your ftrong ex-
preffions of gratitude, for favours conferred

upon you in the day of your efpoufals.
:

Blefied feafon ! when he appeared clothed

with mercy ;—commanded your fears and
terrors to depart,—pointed you to the con-
fcience-cleaniing, peace- fpeaking, and foul-

comforting blood of Jelus ; covered your
nakednefs with the robe of righteoufnefs and
garment of falvation, whifpered in your
ear, Thou art mine, and left the impreffions

of his love upon your fouls. O what afto-

nifliment ! What a fcene was then opened to

U vour
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your view ! You were unable either to con-

tain the blifs, or fuitably to exprefs your

grateful fenfe of it ; all that the lips could

utter or imagination conceive, was too con-

tracted to convey to others that fenfe of ob-

ligation which glowed at your heart :—Such
broken fentences as thefe were then fre-

quently uttered by you, Lord, what am I

!

A wretch deferving hell, and yet indulged

with fuch a heaven of peace and joy !—And
can fuch a worm attradt thy notice ? Is it

poffible that thou ihouldeft have thoughts of

peace, and defigns of love towards my re-

bellious and leprous foul!—O what a

debtor am I to grace ! When I expected no

lefs than to be blotted out of the land of the

living, and fent to the regions of eternal

darknefs and defpair, behold thou haft

blotted out my tranfgreffions for thy own
fake. Lord I am thine.—As my falvatioh

is all of thee, fo it is my defire to give up

all I am and have unto thee :—My future life

mall be the evidence of my gratitude,

and eternity itfelf mall be filled with thy

praifes.

Such were the pleafing fenfations you felt

in your early acquaintance with God, as re-

conciled in Chrifl Jefus. And he remem-
bers your folemn vows and ferious reflec-

tions ,—the praifes and petitions that then

filled your clofets, are bound up in bundled

and laid by in his florehoufe, as the firft-

fruits
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fruits of that glorious harveft which he ex-

perts from you in eternity :—" Then (as he

fays of Ifrael in the next verfe) you were

holinefs unto the Lord, and the firnV

fruits of his increafe."

2. He remembers likewife the earneft

breathings of your fouls after uninterrupted

converfe, and increafmg communion with

him :—This you know was the happy ex-

perience of your fouls in the firft fteps of

real, chriftianity.—How fully did you then

enter into the fpirit of Afaptts language,

when he fays, " Whom have I in heaven

but thee, and there is none upon earth that

I defire befides theeV Your foul then

thirfted for God, for the living God ; and

you longed for the return pf that feafon,

which admitted you once more into audi-

ence with the Deity l
. How did you then

watch every opportunity to fteal away from
the hurry of the world, and either open

your heart to God, or plead that he would
open his word to you.—What fweet mo-
ments did you find in retirement !• And even

when engaged in the bufinefs of your call-

ing, your hearts have afcended heavenward

in holy ejaculation :—Your diligence in bu-

finefs was not interrupted by the fervency of

your fpirit in the fervice of the Lord, nor

was the fervice of the Lord thruft into a

corner or neglefted for a feafon, to make
U 2 way

k Pfalm lxxiix. 25.—* Pfalm xlii. 2.
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way for the bufinefs of the world $—your
eye was upon him, who fays, " I caufe thefe

that love me to inherit fubftance, and I will

fill their treafures
1";" and you " fought firft

the kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs,"

fully perfuaded that " all other things mould
be added/' fo far as they tended to your

real good"; you dreaded the lead: interrup-

tion to your enjoyments, and kept a conftant

watch, left you ihould be deprived of the

company of your beloved : How were your

affections fet upon the things that are above,

and you experienced that joy and peace

which is annexed to fuch a temper.

Call to remembrance thofe happy feafons.

Remember thy Herman and Mizar vifits °
t,

remember your Bethel difcoveries and en-

gagements. Thy God remembers the kindncfs

of thy youth: He can tell the time and

place, when you have given him the prefe-

rence to all things -,—and though he hath

met with many a flight from thee iince, yet

he hates putting away: His companions are

towards you, and he kindly remembers you

ftill.

3. He remembers alfo the tendernefs of

your confcience at that feafon, with refpect

to fin and temptation :— Confcience then,

like a fhrill trumpet, founded the alarm

upon the lead: approach of danger. The
queftion in that day, was not how far may

a

m Prov. ix. 21.
n Matt. vi. $$. ° Pfalm xlii. 6.



and Reprover of bis People. 157

a.perfon deviate from the path of duty, and
yet remain in a ftate of grace ? But how
mall J beft abftam from every appearance of
evil ?—How mall I acl, fo as beft to ho-
nour the Saviour before others, and enjoy

the favour of his grace in my own foul ?

You have felt the greaft fcrupulofity of con-

science, left in any thing you mould con-

tract guilt and offend God. Temptations,

foon as prefented to the mind, were rejected

with the language of furprife, " How can I

do this great wickednefs and fin againft

God p
? You then, it may be, denied your-

felves of fome things which you have fince

feen to be lawful, left you mould grieve the

Spirit, or caufe him to depart : You prayed,

watched, and ltrove againft fin in every

form, and was defirous in all things, " to

keep a confeience void of offence both to-

ward God and man 1 ."—There was nothing

you faw greater caufe to fear thin Jin, Satan 9

and your own heart : And this knowledge of
your enemies led you to look to, and depend

on God as your only friend. O how often

have you pleaded, that as his " fervant, he
would keep you back from prefumptuous

fins
r y' that he would hold you up, in order

to yourfifety
5

; and " work in. you both to

will and to do of his own good pleafureV*

Thefe things, O foul, thy God remembers,
and

r Gen. xxxix. 9. 1 Afts xxiv. 16. T Pfalm xix. 13.-—
5 Pfalm cxix. 117. 'Phil. li. 13.
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and he calls on thee now to recollect them,

in order to humble you under your declen^

fions, and to animate you to purfue the

prize with greater ardour.

4. Nor is thy God unmindful of the

yearning of your bowels towards your fel-

low finners, in that feafbn when you was
admitted into his banqueting houfe, with

the banner of love over you : With what
anxiety have you reflected upon their ftate

and danger ? With wha£ holy importunity

have you pleaded for their converfion and fal-

vation ? How have your ears tingled and

your hearts ached, when you have heard the

name of God blafphemed, or feen his law$

violated in their conduct ? You could not

be filent fpedtators of their wickednefs, or

fuffer them to rufh on to everlafting ruin,

without warning them of their danger in the

mod friendly manner. It may be this has

not been always the cafe^ but when you

have found your mouth fo (hut up, that you

could not fpeak as you defired to your near

relations, you have made ufe of the greater

importunity for them in the clofet, and plead-

ed that God would be pleafed both to fhew

them their danger, and point them to the

only fovereign remedy provided. While you

have read the facred pages to them, or fat with

them under the preaching of the gofpel,

your fouls have travelled over them in birth ;

und the fecret language of your heart was
this 5
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this, Lord fatten the arrow of conviftion in

their fouls, and give them eyes to fee their

danger, and hearts to believe the report.—

With the Apoftle, you would willingly have

fubmitted to any temporal punifhment,

however excruciating, yea, to a tranfient

fufpenlion of fpiritual and divine fenfations, fo

that they might have been advantaged by it

:

" You could wifli to be made a curfe, after

the example ofChriJt, for your brethren, your

kinfmen, according to the flefh*." How
did you then pity a world lying in wicked-

nefs, and pray that your greateft enemies

might be brought into a ftate of friendfhip

with God.

5. The Lord remembers likewife the bit-

ter reproaches, the grievous trials, increaf-

ing difficulties, and numerous difcourage-

ments which you have had to pafs through

for your attachment to his caufe and intereft.

" If any man will live godly in Chrift Jefus,

we are told that he muft fuffer perfecutionV

The grand adverfary of fouls difplays much
of the enmity of his nature, in the oppofi-

tion to the young convert ;—he ftirs up near

relations to pity them for their weaknefs,—
intimate friends to fneer at their folly,—the

more moralized to contemn them for their

fmgularity,

* This is the fenfc given to Romans ix. 3> by Dr. Water-
knd, and followed by Dr. Doddridge. See Waterlaftd's fcr-

mons, vol. l. and Doddridge in loc.

•2 Tim. in. 12.
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Angularity,—and the prophane to blafphemej

on account of their real piety :—A man's

foes are often thofe of his own houfe,—mo-
ther's children are angry with us, and even

mothers themfelves feem to have caft oft all

the tender feelings peculiar to that lex and re-

lation, and join in the common oppofition

againft the offspring of their own bowels.

Many a conteft hath the young difciple to

engage in, on his firft admittance into the

fervice of his bleffed Leader ; but* in general*

fuch are furnifhed with extraordinary zeal,

and divine iupports to bear them through it.

When grace lets them as " folitary in fami-

lies
w," they become a mark for obfervation^

if not for ridicule : And there is icarce any

thing of which they are more afraid, than,

left by any unguarded expreiiion, unbridled

temper, or unwatchful action, they mould
dishonour that cauie which it is their defire

to adorn.

Your God keeps the record of all your la-

bour of love for his name's fake ;

—

:
he re-

members every trial and difficulty you have

paffed through on his account, and he is

pleaied to call upon you to recollect them
likewife, in order to animate you with greater

zeal in his fervice :
" Call to remembrance

the former days, in which after ye were il-

luminated, ye endured a great fight of af-

fliction : Partly while ye were made a gaz-

ing-flock,

w Pfalni Ixviii. 6.

'
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ing-ftock, both by reproaches and afflic-

tions ; and partly while ye became compa-
nions of them that were fo ufed \" But to

proceed.

6. He remembers the readinefs you then

exprerled, to part with all for his fake : All

was then but es as drofs and dung, when
compared with the excellency of the know*-

ledge of Chrift Jefus your LordV The
mind was fo engaged about heavenly things,

that you had almoft loft the relifh for thofe

which were of a perifhing nature ; or rather

you were enabled to ufe them in a due fubor-

dination to your beft intereft. The love of

Chrift was fo ftrong and prevalent, that, if

called to it, you could have parted with

property, parents, yea, life itfelf.—You
felt fomething of a fpirit of martyrdom, and

have almoft longed for a fummons to lay

down your life for his fake. O what an

empty fliell ! What a fleeting fhadow, doth

all the pomp and glory of the world appear

at fuch a feafon ! The mind illumined

from heaven can look upon it with con-

tempt, hold it off at a proper diftance, and

fay that is not my portion. Too, too long in-

deed hath my foul been feeking food amongft

yon heap of afhes, but now 1 have difcover-

ed a country, and am in fearch of an houfe

which is not made with hands, eternal in

the heavens, How the cafe is with you

X now,

* Heb. x. 32, 33.

—

y Phil. in. 8,
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now, we may have opportunity to enquire

before we clofe this difcourfe ; but God re-

members the feafon when the defcription I

have given, was the genuine experience of

your fouls.- Once more.

7. He remembers the diligence you evi-

denced, and the delight you then experi-

enced in attending on the ordinances of his

houfe. How amiable were his tabernacles

in your view ! and your very hearts glowed

with gratitude, when any faid unto you,
" Come and let Us go up to the houfe of the

Lord, for he will teach us his ways, and we
will walk in his pathsV The return of

iabbaths was your delight ; and " the word
of the Lord was precious in thofe days*."

How was every petition, put up by the mi-
nifter, prayed over again from the heart, and

every truth delivered from the pulpit, re-

ceived in love and mixed with faith.—-You
then heard the word of the great God with

attention, fung his praifes with underftand-

ing, and prayed before his throne in the

fpirit.—You came to his houfe with a child-

like fimplicity to be taught his will, and
went home with a defire to improve the in-

ftrudtion received, to your fouls comfort and
progrefs in holinefs.

O happy days ! When God and you were
no ftrangers in the fanftuary, when you
came to receive what you found him as will-

ing
z Ife»ii. 3.——* 1 Sam. Hi. I.
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ing to beftow upon you. Bleffed feafons

!

When you could give him an undivided

heart, that he might draw his image on it,

and put his fear into it : When his word was
more precious to you than gold b

, more de-

licious to the tafte than honey c

, and higher

in your efteem than rubies
d
. O foul, thy

God remembers all the kind vifits made to

his houfe, and that love, gratitude, and
allegiance which have been expreffed in it.

—

But to clofe this part of the fubjedt.

8. He remembers thofe clear, thofe realiz-

ing views which you then had of Death,

Judgment, and Eternity ;—-thefe were fub-

jedts which dwelt much on your thoughts ;

you confidered yourfelves as ftrangers and
pilgrims here; as a fmall particle of duft

advanced an inch above the grave, but liable

to fall into it every moment. How have
you anticipated the folemnities of the laft

procefs, and examined your hearts as under

the eye of God, the judge of all ? You
made your confeffion, and put in your plea,

founded upon the blood and obedience of
Jefus. Such a reflection as this was then
common with you. O my foul, how folemn
a thing is it to die ! To reach the period of
every employment in which I am engaged
below, that excepted which can never have
an end, the love and fervice of Jefus.—To
quit this cell, and launch forth into un-

X 2 bounded
<i Pfalra xix. 10,—

—

c Pfalm cxix. J03.—d Prov. iii. 15,



1 64 God the Remembrancer

bounded fpace ;—to have new obje&s let out

to view ; new ideas drawn upon the under-

ftanding ; and new fenfations of pain or plea-

fure let in upon the foul *. To fee God the

impartial judge, and join either with the

fociety of the blefied above, or affociate

with fuch as have omnipotence for their

eternal enemy ! Soon will death untwift the

myfterious tie by which body and foul are

lafhed together, and open the folding doors

of eternity +. Thefe are Jeafons, thefe are

fubjetls to which a gracious God would fre-

quently

* In an eternity, what fcenes fhall ftrike !

Adventures thicken ! novelties furprife

!

What webs of wonder fhall unravel there /

What full day pour on all the paths of heaven,

And light the Almighty's foorfteps in the deep !

How fhall the bleffed day of our difcharge

Unwind, at once, the labyrinths of fate,

And ftraiten its inextricable maze.

Night Thoughts. N° . 6.

f- That fublime poet Dr. Young, not lefs remarkable for the

grandeur of his llile, than for the propriety and execution of

the metaphors he makes ufe of: Having flretched his thoughts,

through all the immenfity of fpace ;—having admired the

order, variety, magnificence, and rifing glory of the works of

God in creation, he breaks forth in the following beautiful

lines

:

What this to that illuftrious robe He wears,

Who toft this mafs of wonders from his hand,

A fpecimen, an earneft, of his power?
5Tis, to that glory, whence all glory flows,

As the mead's meaneft flow'ret to the fun,

Which gave it birth. But what, the fun of heaven :

This bliifs fupreme of the fupremely bleft ?

Death, only death, the queilion can refolve.

Nicrht 6,



and Reprover of bis People* 165

quently refer you. / remember thee, the

kindnefs of thy youth : the love of thine

efpoufals.

The other obfervation from the tcxt9 to

which we fhall now proceed, is this.,

II. That fuch a method is wifely calcu-

lated to convince the confcience, to ftir us

Up to diligence, and promote dependence on
him that fpeaketh,

1. Nothing can be more wifely adapted

to convince us of the evil and folly of our de-

partures from the living God.—With what
tendernefs and authority does fuch a method
of addrefs throw its evidence into the con-

fcience. / remember thee, the kindnefs of thy

youth: " Then Ifrael was holinefs to the

Lord." But how great the change ! How
affecling the alteration ! How grievous the

confequences.

But how are matters with you brethren ?

Is it with you at prefent, as in the days that

are pad ? Are you as much concerned about

your fouls, and as earned in the duties of

religion ? If not, may I be permitted to fol-

low the queftion home to your confcience,

by afking whether it was not better with
you then, than it is now ?—Are you as

grateful for favours received,—as deiirous

of fellowship with Jefus, and of friend-

{hip with God through him,—as fearful of

the lead appearance of fin,—-as companio-
nate
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nate towards the fouls of your fellow-crea-

tures, and particularly of your relations,

friends, and acquaintance, as ftedfaft in

the caufe of God and truth,—as ready to

leave all for Chrift, as diligent in your at-

tendance on public worfhip,—and to dole all,

as much engaged in thoughts of death and
eternity as you were then ? Your God re-

members how the cafe once was, and by my
voice, he now calls upon you to confider

how it ftands at prefent. Have not our
" backflidings been multiplied, and as for

our iniquities he knows them ?'*

2. The method here made ufe of, is wife-

ly calculated to ftir us up to greater diligence

in the concerns of our fouls. Remember
then from whence ye have fallen, repent and
do your firft works. Stir up the grace that is

in you; hold faft that which ye have re-

ceived, that you may obtain the crown.

Apply to God as the fouree of all fpiritual

activity, that he may quicken you in your

defires and purfuits, quicken you accord-

ing to his word, quicken you to do his

will in all things : Beg of him to make every

promife a reftorative to your fainting fpirits,

and that by every ordinance you may be

eflablifhed, flrengthened, fettled in the

truth, in the love, and in the fervice of the

eternal King. O plead with him to revive

you again, to attend to the things that are

ready to die, to ftrengthen faith, attract

your
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your defire, increafe your joy, confirm your
hope, brighten your evidences of his favour,

fit you for his will, and prepare you for his

kingdom. If convinced that a fpiritual lan-

guor hath infenfibly come upon you, and
that you have left your firft love, I call you
to him who can " take away all iniquity,

and will receive you gracioufly ; to him who
fays, " I will heal their backfliding, I will

love them freelyV " Awake then thou
that fleepeft, and arife from the dead, and
Chrift fhall give thee light V'—the light of
knowledge, of faith, of comfort. Does
not His pathetic manner of addrefs tend

alfo,

3. To promote dependence upon him that

fpeaketh ? You may have forgot many of his

gracious dealings with you, but he remem-
bers you ftill, he hates putting away, his

heart is made of tendernefs, and he refts in

his love. His arms are wide extended to re-

ceive every returning prodigal, and he that

cometh fhall in no wife be caft out. O my
dear fellow finners, it is a God of grace that

lays to you, 2" remember the kindnefs of thy

youth, the love of thine efpoufals* It is that

God who declares, " I will be merciful to

their unrighteoufnefs, and their fins, and
their iniquities will I remember no more g

.

w

O then venture upon his grace, upon his

promife, upon his willingnefs to receive,

and
s Hofea xiv. 2, 4,—

.

f Ephef, v. 14.—-*Heb. vni, 12.
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and ability to fave to the uttermoft, all that

come to htm by Jefus Chrift. Humbly
proftrate yourfelves before his " throne of

grace, that you may obtain mercy in your

pardon, and find grace to enable you h " to

return to the Lord, and live more to his

glory.

But to draw to a clofe. From this fub-

jecl how eafy is it to infer that God fees,

takes notice of, and is highly difpleafed

with all declenfions and departures in his

profeffing people, But how does he act to-

wards them ? Does he marfhal his terrors in

dread array againft them, and brandifh his

flaming fword in their view ? He firft makes

ufe of every tender and foftening means, and

feeks to win them back with affection ; it is

more pleafure to him to pardon than to

punifh, to difplay the bowels of a tender

father, than the feverity of a juft avenger.

—

What pity ! What affection breathes in every

word of the paffage we are now upon ! But

are you affected on account of your departures

from him ?—Senfible of your fin againft

him, and really defirous to return to the

Lord ? Then let me refer you to a fimilar

cafe, in which the companion of his heart is

defcribed by himfelf; a cafe in which

mifery and mercy are exemplified in the moft

lively colours,—The paffage I refer to, you

will find in the 3ift/chapter of this Pro-

phecy,
h Heb. iy. i6*
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phecy, ver. 18, 19, 20. "I have furely

heard Ephraim bemoaning himfelf thus,

Thou haft chaftifed me, and I was chaftiied,

as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke

:

turn thou me, and I mall be turned -, for

thou art the Lord my God. Surely after

that I was turned, I repented* and after

that I was inftru&ed, I fmote upon my
thigh : I was afhamed, yea, even confound-
ed, becaufe I did bear the reproach of mv
youth. " What forrow, fhame, and con-
fufion doth fin, particularly fins of backflid-

ing, bring upon the foul ! But what fol-

lows upon Ephraim s penitential confefiion ?

" Is Ephraim my dear fon ? is he a pleafant

child ? for fince I fpake againft him I do ear-

neftly remember him ftill : therefore mv bow-
els are troubled for him ; I will furely have
mercy upon him, faith the Lord/'—6 come
then with Ephraim, acknowledge your folly,

and " return unto the Lord, for he will have
mercy, and to our God, for he will

abundantly pardon
\"

But if God remembers the kindnefs of youth,

the love of efpoufals, to the advantage of his

people, will he not likewife remember the
ingratitude, rebellion, and multiplied of-

fences of his enemies againft him ?—He
will ; all the black catalogue lays before

him, and as they have treafured up wrath
againft the day of wrath, he will reveal his

Y difpleafure

* Ifa. lv. 7.
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difpleafure at laft in righteous judgment.

Confider this ye trifling, giddy fouls, before

it is too late,—before the door of mercy is

for ever clofed, and the throne of juftice un-
veiled.—O flee from the wrath to come :

—
Flee to the appointed, the almighty Savi-

our ;—his blood cleanfeth from all fin ; his

arm is able to fnatch you from ruin, and

raife you to a throne of glory. May the

efficacy of that blood be evidenced, and the

omnipotence of that arm difplayed in

bringing us all to glory for his great name's

fake. Amen.

SERMO N



SERMON VIII.

The Soul revived and God exalted.

PSALM lxxxv. 6.

Wilt thou not revive us again : that thy people

may rejoice in thee ?

WE have already explained and en-

forced the kind and parental admo-
nition of a gracious God, to his backflid-

ing and difobedient children ; an admoni-
tion fraught with tendernefs, and expreffive

of the moft unfhaken affection ; an admo-
nition calculated to difcover their folly, and
produce in them genuine humility, as well

as difpofe them to a fpeedy return to that

God from whom they had revolted. We
have feen the greatnefs of his love, have
heard the yearnings of his bowels, and felt

the pathos of his language in thofe moving
words, " I remember thee, the kindnefs of
thy youth, the love of thine efpoufals :

when thou wenteft after me in the wilder-

nefs, in a land that was not fown." If that

Y 2 fubjedt



172 The Soul revived

fubject hath anfwered the defired effect ; if

thereby you have been led to call to mind
thofe happy days when Chrift was exceeding

precious, when your love, and faith, and
zeal were manifell ;—if convinced that you
are now formal, unaffected, and barren,

compared with what you were formerly :

The words now read, not only hold forth

encouragement, but furniih you with lan-

guage wherewith to return to the embraces of
your companionate Father ;—to return to

that God who waits to be gracious, who
will in no wife call out, and who is able to

exceed both your petitions and defires;—
that God who receiveth gracioufly, loveth

freely, and blefleth abundantly for his own
name's fake. Having, as his fervant, deli-

vered his meffage to you already, permit me
now, as yours, for Chrift's fake, to affift vou
in returning a fuitable anfwer. In order to

this I call upon you to take a view of the

largenefs of his heart,—to attend to the love

that is mixed with the very reproofs he fends

to you ;— to behold him arrayed with all his

glories as the God of falvation;—to reflect up-
on his gracious dealings, both with yourfelves

and others in fimilar circumflances. Conli-
der his intereft in you, and unabating affec-

tion towards you, and then, under the pref-

fure of fo many arguments, and influenced

by fo many powerful attractives, fay, Wilt

thou
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thou not revive us again : that thy people may
rejoice in thee ?

It is evident, from the firft verfe of this

pfalm, that it was compofed on account of

God's gracious appearances for his ancient

people : He had turned their captivity, and

reftored them in fafety to their native land.

—

As to the author of this facred ode, we have:

no right fo much as to conjecture who it

was, feeing the Spirit of the Lord has been

pleafed to draw a veil over his name : But
without determining who it was, it is evident

that he viewed God as the grand dire&or of
all wants, as well as the main fpring of
every deliverance. Cyrus was the chief

agent under him, and probably the freedom
granted to them, was founded upon ,fome

fecret maxim of government : But " the

hearts of kings are in the hand of the Lord*-

and he turneth them as feemeth good unto

him \" The infpired poet therefore over-

looking every fecond caufe, every created

inftrument, fixes his eye fingly upon God,
and gives him all the glory. Ver. 1.

" Lord, thou haft been favourable unto thy

land : thou haft brought back the captivity

of Jacob
"

From this general remark he proceeds to

inveftigate the caufe of their deliverance.

Sin was that chain with which they were
bound, when the king of Babylon led them

into
a Prov. xxi. 1,
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into captivity, and no doubt many of them
faw their fin in their punifhment, and were
really humbled for it. But we fee that the

caufe of this great revolution is not to be
afcribed to Ifrael's repentance, but to God's
free mercy : Ver. 2. u Thou haft forgiven

the iniquity of thy people, thou haft covered

all their fin." Pardoning mercy is the pre-

face of every other bleffing to finful men :

When God condefcends to pardon, he gives his

church encouragement to expect and plead

for bleffings in the greateft variety.—Thus in

the inftance before us, when God in his

providence unveiled their privileges, and

once more reftored them to the enjoyment of

them, what was it but an evidence that he
had covered their fin ? And where fin is

covered, there the glories of the divine cha-

racter are laid open to view. His people

then behold him as a Being of infinite

goodnefs, as light without darknefs, love

without any mixture of fury, glorious in

holinefs, and yet rich in mercy. Ver. 3.
*' Thou haft taken away all thy wrath : thou

haft turned thyfelf from the fiercenefs of

thine anger."

But fenfible that the feeds of every evil

are to be found in the human heart, and
which, if not kept down, or eradicated by the

hand of grace, would break forth in every

abomination, and expofe to frefh, perhaps

greater maladies; he intreats that God
would
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would turn them effectually, and thus pre-

vent all future occafion for a repetition of the

ftroke : Ver. 4, and 5, " Turn us, O God
of our falvation, and caufe thine anger to-

wards us to ceafe : Wilt thou be angry with
us for ever ? Wilt thou draw out thine an-

ger to all generations ?" Confidered as the

juft judge, there would appear a propriety in

his doing fo 5 but how would it comport
with his honour as the God of their falva-

tion ? It is fweet, it is powerful pleading

with the Almighty, when we have clear and
confiftent views of his nature, and free and
intimate accefs to his throne of grace : Our
fouls will then be replenifhed with thofe

comforts which faith has wrefted out of his

hands. The omnipotence of prayer will

then be proved, and our comforts be found-

ed on, our quickenings be argued from, his

glorious character, as the God of our falva-

tion. Our plea will be with the Pfalmift,

Wilt thou not revive us again : that thy peo-

ple may rejoice in thee? The method in

which we ihaJl proceed, in difcourfing from
thcfe words, is,

I. To conlider the peculiarly happy pri-

vilege of God's people as here defcrib-

ed, viz. To rejoice in him.

II. That even fuch may, at feafons,

greatly decline, and in confequence of

it, be much abridged in their in-

ward
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ward comforts or outward privileges,

But,

III. We have a petitiori admirably fuited

to fuch a ftate and condition : Wilt

thou not revive us again ?

I. We are to fhew that it is the pecu-

liarly happy privilege of God's people to re-

joice in him. In difcuffing which, it may
be proper to glance at the privilege itfelf,—

the happinefs of it,—and its peculiarity as

here limited to his own people.—And,
1. As to the privilege, it is the higheft

that a creature is capable of. To joy in

God, is that delightful employ in which
Angels, Archangels, and all the bleffed fo-

ciety above are eternally engaged. " In his

prefence they experience a fulnefs of joy

;

and eternal pleafures are, by his right hand b,"

liberally diftributed amongft the favourites of

his court : And, in a lower degree, this is

the privilege of all his faints, even while

palling through this vale of tears.—Hence
an infpired writer informs us, that they

"joy in God, through our Lord Jeius

Chrifl, by whom they have received the

reconciliation *." They have pleafures which
no

b Pfalm xvi. 11.

* This is the proper meaning of the word neilaXKayw,

tranflated atonement, Rom. v. 11, and is more agreeable,

not only to the fubjeft treated of, but to the preceding

context.
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no tongue can defcrlbe ;—pleafures which
have God for their origin* fupport, and per-

fection ;—-pleafures which arife from the dif-

eovery of his love and wifdom, promifes and

power.

If we take a view of man as coming into

existence ; his foul was endowed with the

moft noble powers and paillons, which all

adhered to God as the fuhject, the centre,

and perfection of their felicity : Every dif-

covery of glory in the works of omnipo-
tence, rendered their Author infinitely

amiable in his efteem ; and every interview

with his Creator railed his defire to a higher

pitch, as well as advanced the delight he

already experienced. He enjoyed God in

all things, and ail things conipired to fix,

enlarge, and draw forth his foul in one con-

tinued feries of joy before him. Happy
Adam ! privileged with the mod clear dif-

coveries, and intimate friendship of the

Lord of nature. No veil on the fuhj ect; no

darknefs in the intellectual faculty ; rip ad-

verfe principle within, or oppollng objects

from without, to divide the affections. All

was harmony : And hence pure, conftant,

unabating joy in God, was the happy frame

of his foul. The opening dawn called him
forth to the difcharge of this delightful

duty, and the evening (hades found him (till

unwearied in the purfuit of this dear ob-

iect of his love and worfhip.

Z But,
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But, fince the fall, univerfal experience is

an evidence of the amazing and affecting

change. The carnal mind is now become
enmity againft him. The natural man a

ftranger to him. Of too many it may be
faid, they contemn him : And of all, that

fo far from having their fouls fwallowed up
in God, and being perpetually delighted m
his works, ways, and worfhip, they remain

too much (Irangers to this ineftimable pri-

vilege of rejoicing in God.
This privilege is great, but in order to

its being attained, it is neceflary that we en-

quire on what it is founded, or wherein it

confifts. And to rejoice in God, neceffarily

fuppofes two things, the knowledge of

him and interest in him.

That the knowledge of God is requifite to

this, is a truth which is felf-evident. At
this he aims in all his works : For what is

the exprefs defign of the word of revela-

tion, but to give us a difcovery of himfelf?

Hereby his nature is defcribed* his attributes

clifcovered, and his aim made iijanifeft.

Did we but know God in the manner and

extent, in which he has been pleafed to re-

veal himfelf in the fcriptures ; or if the

fmall degree of knowledge we have attained,

were more operative on the faculties of the

foul, it would be impoffible for us not to

love him fupremely, and rejoice in him con-

tinually. He is that perfeQ Being, the dif-

coverv
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covery of whofe immaculate, underived, and
immutable purity covers the Seraphim with

awe; the profpect of whofe never- failing

fulnefs, and over-flowing perfection fills all

his redeemed with triumph. And is there

not caufe to rejoice in fuch a God as he dis-

covers himfelf to be? If we know his

name, we fhall place all our confidence in

him; for he is the gracious, wife, and

powerful defender of his people. His love is

infinite, his mercy everlafting, and his pa-
tience wonderful. O what an amiable,

adorable being is God ! Overwhelmed with

the difcovery of his excellencies, the holy

Augujline defcribes him as the " one un-
" compounded, incorporeal, invifible, uncir-
" cumfcribed, Being ; in whom there is

" nothing higher or lower, greater or lefs

;

c< but perfect and equal all : Great without
" quantity, Good without quality, Eternal
" without time -, Life without death,
Cf Strength without weaknefs, Truth with-
<f out falihood, Omniprefent without fpace,
<< filling all things without extenfion, paf-

" fing every where without motion, abiding
cc every where without confinement, com-
** municating to all the creatures, without
" diminifhing his own fulnefs, governing
ce all things without labour ; without be-
" ginning, yet giving exiftence to all 5

"'making all things mutable yet unchange-
€e able himfelf: Infinite in greatnefs, un-

Z 2 " bounded
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" bounded in power, indefectible in good-
<( nefs, incomprehenfible in wifdom, won-
" derful in counfel, and abundant in

" mercy." Such was that knowledge of

God, which that great and good man had
learned from the fcriptures, and this know-
ledge was productive of holy joy. When be-

lievers have a view of the infinite perfections.

the incommunicable attributes of God, as

revealed in Chrift jefus ;—when they are en-

abled to fee the defign of his counfel, the

determination of his wifdom, and the dif-

play of his love in the gift of his dear Ion ;—

.

when they contemplate his character as the

father of mercies, the fountain of light, and
the God of all grace, comfort, and peace;—
when they behold him as reconciled to fi li-

ners,— revealing himfelf as the God of their

falvation, and rejoicing over them to do
them good;—when they can look to the

throne, and fee how " mercy and truth have

met together, and righteoufnefs and peace

killed each other ." How can they do
otherwife than adore the grace, and rejoice

in that God who has thus been pleafed to dif-

cover it ? Such will rejoice in him as the

God of their falvation, " who forgiveth the

iniquity of his people, and covereth all their

fin
d ." Thus joy is the jruit of faith, but

knowledge is the root. Hence, Peter tells

us, that " believing we rejoice*." But
Paul

c
Pialm Ixxxv. ic— d Pfalm Ixxxv. 2.—

-

c
1 Pet. i. 8.
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Paul allures us that it is impoffible to be-
lieve in him, of whom we have not heardV
A Scriptural hope of intereji in God, is no

lefs neceffary to this rejoicing in him, than
the knowledge of him ; for to know God
without fome hope of his favour, is but a

fore inlet to. mifery. How can I rejoice in

infinite power, wifdom, or faithfulneis, if he
that poifeiTes thefe perfections is my enemy ?

Without intereft in God, the clearer views I

have of his nature, and the larger my dis-

coveries are of his perfections, the more, in

exact: proportion, will be my dread and
mifery. This being the cafe, I may indeed

tremble with devils, but it is impoflible that

I mould rejoice with the inhabitants of Zion.

Is not this the condition of the apoftate

fpirits ? Their knowledge is ever increaiing,

but does not their mifery increafe with their

knowledge, and their punimnient with their

crime ? They know God in the terror of his

majefty, but it is a knowledge which does

not iffue in the fruits of joy, but in anguifh

and forrrow.

To rejoice in God then is to have fome
hope or difcovery of his good-will towards

us , to lay hold of his promife to help us,

and depend on his mercy to fave us ; to com-
mit ourfelves to the conduct of his wifdom,
and the guardianship of his power; to con-

verfe with him in Chrift, through whom
his,

f Rom. x. 1,1.
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his anger is turned away, and he appears pro-?

pitious towards us. It is impoflible that we
can joy in God, till we fee his honour vindi-

cated, his juftice fatisfied, and his grace re-

vealed in Chrift Jefus ; till fin he pardoned,

the enmity of the heart fubdued, and a difpo-

fition given which bows to the fceptre of fo-

vereign and faving grace.

The whole tenor of this pfalm is calcu-

lated to fhew us, that it is only a view of
God as pardoning iniquity for his own fake,

ver. 2 ;—as turning away his wrath, ver. 3 ;

as converting the foul, ver. 4;—and as re-

viving his faints from, their faint and feeble

frames, ver. 6 -, that can induce them to re-

joice in him. And G what a privilege,

honour, and advantage is it for a weak, fin-

fu], miferable creature to be permitted to

triumph in the God of power, grace, and
falvation ! But,

2. This is the privilege, the happy pri-

vilege of all his faints. In fuch a frame, in

fuch employment confifts much of their

happinefs : Nor is this to be wondered at,

feeing the fubjeel: of their joy is both immu-
table and eter?ial.

It is immutable :—For with God there is

no variablenefs or fhadow of turning. No
addition, diminution, or alteration. In him
alone is found abiblute immutability; that

necefiary qualification in the object of the

foul's felicity,— without which her defires re-

main
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main unfatisfied, and her purfuit unfinifh-

ed;—without which (he ftarves in the midft

of plenty, and finds a void in every enjoy-

ment. This is a property to be found in

nothing fhort of God. The pureft gold will

tarnifh, the faireft form will alter, the moft

magnificent edifice decay, and the choiceft

pleafure-garden vary with the feafons.

Solid, permanent good, in all refpects adapt-

ed to the defire and duration of an immortal

fpirit, is only to be found in God. He is

the Lord, and changeth not g
, therefore the

fons of Jacob, inftead of being confounded,

are enabled to rejoice.

But, if to immutability you add eternity,

the happy privilege of a chriftian will ap-

pear truly complete. Eternity is infeparable

from immutability : The one is an expref-

fion of the perfection of his nature, the

other of the duration of that perfection.

This God, who has that in himfelf, which

is able to fatisfy the defires of his faints, be

they ever fo many 5 this God who liveth

for ever to fill them all, be they ever to

durable ; this God is the portion of his peo-

ple, and therefore the fubjedt of their joy.

—

<< A portion fuitsd to the dignity of a rational

foul ; large as its faculties, and immortal as

its being." This is the believer's privilege.

A privilege not to be equalled by, or com-

pared with any thing of an earthly nature.

Should

s Mai, iii. 6.
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Should we grant that his knowledge of
God, his joy in him, and the happineSs

refulting from both* may be increafed, and

probably will receive new augmentations

through eternity; yet the fubject of that

joy is incapable of change or alteration.

Unite immutability and eternity,—an unchang-

ing and immortal good,—never-fading excel-

lency, and ever- blooming beauty, and then

judge how valuable is the believer's portion !

how great beyond all estimation his pri-

vilege !—But,

3. To rejoice in God, is not only the

privilege, but the peculiar privilege of his

people. The Sacred Penman draws a line of

distinction, which feparates the world from
the church. Thy people, the fubjecls of thy

love and care ,—the objects of thy grace and

mercy,—the instruments of thy praife and

glory.

—

Thy people, to whofe advantage thou

halt refpect, in every difpenfation of grace

and providence. This pronoun try ex-

cludes all, and includes none but the church

of God, the ranfomed of the Lord. Let the

rnifer rejoice in his gold,—the merchant in

his fuccefs, the ftatefman in his wifdom,

the warrior in his prowefs, and the volup-

tuary in every Scene of luxury and diSTipa-

tion ; it is the honourable privilege, the

happy experience of the believer, fo far as

grace is in exercife, to rejoice in God. In

his fulneis and faithfulnefs*; in his grace,

wifdom,
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wifdom, and power ; in his covenant and
conduct. '* Let Ifrael therefore rejoice in

him that made him, let the children of
Zion be joyful in their King

\"

Thus we fee the privilege itfelf is found-
ed upon the knowledge of God, and interejl

in him.—The happinefs appears from the

immutability and eternity of the fubject :

—

And the peculiarity of it, from this dif-

tinguiftiing character, thy people. Proceed
we now,

II. To mew that though it is the pri-

vilege of God's people to rejoice in him;
yet there are feafons when the lively actings

of grace may be much obftrucled, and their

joy in God be very languid: This, if not

fully exprefTed, is clearly intimated in the

text.—When they fay, Wilt thou not revive

us? Does it not prove that they felt them-
felves languid?—And while joy in God is

referred to, as the end of thofe revival s^ what
can more fully evidence the frequent need
we have of them, in order to our rejoicing

in God ?

That the church, or particular believers,

may be in fuch a ftate, is not only evident

from the hiitory of pail ages, but from the

painful experience of particular faints. Are
there not feafons when they feel, and mourn
over great eftrangednefs of heart, coldnefs of

A a affection,

b Pfalm cxlix. 2.
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affection, and formality in religious duties ?

So far from rejoicing in God, they are con-

tracted, benumbed, yea, confounded before

him. They are fo mut up, that they can

neither find freedom of thought in medita-

tion, nor order their fpeech before him by
reafon of darknefs. Once they could exult

in the Lord, and triumph in the God of

their falvation ; their heart was in tune, and

their mountain flood ftrong ; but now they

can only ligh out their diflrefs, or enquire

whether his mercy is clear gone for ever, or

will he be gracious any more ?-—Much
might be laid in confirmation of the doctrine

advanced, but as this was iniifted on in the

preceding difcourfe, we mall omit it at pre-

sent, and pafs on,

III. To the petition in the text, fuited to

fuch a ftate and feafon. Wilt thou mt revive

us again ?

That it is ponible for a real believer ts

be brought into fuch circumflances, is evi-

dent from many fcripture examples ; but for

a perfon to reft long unconcerned and un-

affected in fuch condition, feems to me to

be incompatible with a irate of grace. By
fome fall into temptation, the foul may re-

ceive fuch a (hock, as for a feafon to render it

infeniible of its condition, and unaffected

with its lofs. Such, probably, was the

cafe qf David, before Nathan was font to

him
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him with his humiliating meflage. Such,

likewife, was the condition of the church,

as here^difcribed : She was greatly fallen,

greatly declined, her joy was abated, and (he

flood in need of frefh quickening.—Her
prayer includes three things.

1. A confejfiati, that (lie needed the quick-

ening influences of God's fpirit.—bhe felt

the effects of diftance, and delired the return

of thofe happy frames, when love conftrain-

ed and grace captivated all the powers of the

foul. But is it fo with us ? Let us view

ourfelves as in our clofets ; Are we as confhnt

and diligent, as much engaged and refreshed

in religious duties of a private nature as for-

merly ? Do we read and meditate upon the

fcriptures with that relifli and enlargement,

examine ourfelves with that impartiality,

and pray to God with that holy importuni-

ty which we found formerly ? Do we tafte

that fweetnefs, and exoerience that refrefh-

ment from converfe with God, which wc
knew in the firft ftages of chriftianity ? Or
are we become negligent, trifling, and in-

different ? It is an old obfervatiop, but not

lefs true, that declenlions in religion gene-

rally begin in the clofet : And indeed fecret

duties are like the movement of a watch,

though hid from the eye, yet, if not kept

clean and in good order, the hand will pomt
out the defect. Brethren, let us converfe

much with our own hearts, and if thereby

A a 2 we
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we are convinced how irregular they move,
how low the power of religion, how carnal

our affections, and how worldly our purfuits

;

let us feek the quickening prefence, and re-

viving influences of our God. Go with
your winter frames, your lifelefs duties,

your barren hearts ; go to a throne of grace

and there lodge this petition, Wilt thou not

revive us again f

2. This requeft takes in likewife an ac-

knowledgement of God as the great Pveftorer,

Wilt not thou revive us? As much as to fay,

thou only art able to do it, and if thou wilt;

not, we can neither do it ourfelves, nor can
any created power dp it for us. When con-

vinced of our declenfions, a legal principle

will point us to various means, in order to

bring about a cure : But all of them are de-

fective ; all of them calculated to keep us

off from the only fovereign remedy. This
will inform us that we muft repent of our

pail: conducl, and in future read with greater

attention, pray wieh more fervency, and at-

tend the word preached with greater con-

ftancy and circumfpe&ion. Things, though
very proper in their place, may at fuch a fea-

fon be pre fented to the mind, to divert it

from that bulinefs to which we are then

more particularly called, viz. a di reel: appli-

cation to God, through Jefus Chriit, for

pardon and reftoration. The fore-mentioned

duties are very neceffary, and highly expedi-

ent,
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ent, but who mud give that repentance ?

or what can produce that diligence, fervency,

and attentipn ? Thefe are bleffings, not with-

in our compafs, but to be afcribed wholly

to the free and fovereign fpirit of the Lord.
The Pfalmift refers you to the great Author
of all fpiritual influences in the text : Wilt

not thou revive us? But while they confels

their need, and acknowledge God as the

author of all fpiritual influences, they ac-»

company it,

3. With an application to him for a time

pf refreshment. Wilt thou not revive u$

again ? They have no doubt of his ability,

and would fain perfuade themfelves of his.

willingnefs. It is powerful pleading before

a throne of grace, when we can reft the

weight of our petitions upon the will of*

God. If our fellow mortals will exert them-
felves to the utmoft, when their power or

ability is brought in queftion 3 fure God will

not be inattentive, when you challenge his

willingnefs. There was much faith as well

as fear, in that Leper, who laid to Jefus,

" Lord, if thou wilt, thou canft make me
clean :" And the all -gracious Redeemer foon

ponfirmed the one, and removed the other,

faying, " I will, be thou cleanV Prefume

not then to make a contraft between the

power and the will ofGod in this cafe ; for he

is able to do what he will, and willing to do

what
J Matt. viii. 2, 3.
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what he is able, for all that apply to him,

through Chrift.— Is able and willing to par-

don, blefs, and everlaflingly fave all that come
to him by Jefus : bay not then I know that

God can lave me, can do great things for

me, yea, even greater than I can aik or

think : But will he ? In order to remove

every doubt, and deliver your mind from fo

painful a fuipence, let me advife you to

imitate the example, and make ufe of the lan-

guage of the church. Go and put the quef-

tlbft to hirnfelf, faying, Wilt thou not ?

There was much faith in this humble pe-

tition, and the more attentively we view the

words, the more full we (hall find them.

They here argue from pa/l experience,-—from

the nature of the object add reifed,—and from

the honour that would arife to himfelf, by

Granting their requeft. We have had occa-

sion repeatedly to mention the text already,

but I cannot perfuade myfelf to difmifs it,

till thefe obfervations are confirmed by it.

(1.) The plea is founded on the remem-
brance of paft experience, this is evident from

the word again. Wilt thou not revive us

again? They had tried him before, and

were 'no ftrangers to him under this bleffed

character. Former appearances for them,

induce them to apply to him again. They
have a grateful fenfe of the feafon, when he

was plcafed to enlarge their hearts 3—when
he indulged them with his bliisful prefence;

and
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and made them joyful in his houfe of prayer.

Here they confefs that they needed the fame
help, and plead that he would fet their hearts

at liberty, that they might run the way of
his commandments.

(2.) This requeft has refpeel to the nature

of the gracious, glorious Being to whom
they apply. Wilt not thou ? Thou, who art

ready to pardon and able to fave : Thou,

who art immutable in thy purpofes, and
faithful to thy promifes : Thou, who art

pleafed to fpeak peace to thy faints, ver. 8 ;

whofe falvation is nigh unto all that fear

thee, ver. 9 ;—who delighteft over finners to

do them good, ver. 1 2 -,—yea, Thou, who re-

storer! the backflider, and leaded: in the way
everlafting, ver. 13. Wilt thou not revive

us again ?

(3.) This petition has a regard alfo to the

honour that arifes to God, from the vigour

and livelinefs of his people. Wilt thou not
do it, that thy people may rejoice in thee? It,

perhaps, may be difficult for us to fay, whe-
ther our happinefs er God's honour be mod
promoted by this. But this we are fure of,

that he that oftereth praife (which is no other

than the expreffion of joy) giorifieth him.
It is his own glory at which he invariably

aims in all things, and therefore we con-
elude that he revives, comforts, yea, faves

his people, that he may " be glorified in his

faints,
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faints, and admired in all them that be*Ik »»

ieve .

Some inferences from the whole (hall con-

clude this fubjecl:.

1. If thofe who are really the people of

God, need frequently to be quickened, in

order to their rejoicing in him, then furely

a great change is neceffary in the un regenerate,

before they can attain to this. " The car-

nal mind is enmity againft God V and there-

fore till the enmity is deftroyed, and the

perfon renewed in the fpirit of the mind; fo

far from loving God, he muft hate him, and

infeead of making him the object of his joy,

will contemn him. It is the chriftian'g

character, that " he is a new creature^ old

things are pafTed away, and all things are be-

come new m ."—And fuch as remain Grangers

to this change, Chrift being judge, " can-

not enter into the kingdom of God n :"

There being a total unfitnefs to take in the

joys, or engage in the fervice, either of the

kingdom of grace or glory. —Union to

Chrift, is abfolutely neceffary to real fruit-

fulnefs in God's fervice- The fcion brings

forth no fruit till engrafted into the flock,

and vitally united with it. So that fuch as

are ftrangers to this divine change, may fee

their ftate. They are enemies to God and

deftitute of happinefs :—For what is happi-

neis ?

k 2Thcf. i. 10. 'Rom. viii. 7,
m

2 Cor. v. 17.

n John Hi. 3.
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nefs ? Friendfhip with God is the door to

it,—joy in God the life of it,—and the en-

joyment of God the perfection of it. There
is no rejoicing in God, but through Jefus

Chrift, and it is a peculiar privilege, confined

to thofe, who, " through him, have received

the reconciliationV
2. From this Subject we alio learn the

awful effects of departures from the living

God. They interrupt that cordial friend-

fliip, that holy intercourfe, thofe facred joys

which the active chriftian is privileged with.

It is the call of God, and the privilege of

his faints to rejoice in the Lord always p
.

He is the fupreme good, and therefore re-

quires our Strict regard to him.—And as

often as we lofe fight of God, we lofe fight

of happinefs, and may be faid to wander

from it. So far as Satan can draw our atten-

tion from God, by whatever means it is ef-

fected, he gains his end, and we lofe our

comfort. This may be confidered as the in-

let to all evil, as we fee in the cafe of Eve:
When the ferpent had gained her attention,

he improved the advantage, to lead her im-
perceptibly farther and farther, from God
the fountain of light, till he had darkened her

understanding, captivated her will, and ac-

complished his malevolent defign. The
foul, like the earth, when it turns towards

B b the

8 Rom. v. 11. p Philip, iv. 4.
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the fun, feceiveth light and pleafure; but

when it recedes from it, darknefs and dif-

trefs commence.—While we have a fingle

eye to God, as the object of our defire, de-

light, and expectation, we mall cleave to

him with purpofe of heart, and rejoice in

him as our friend and portion ; but in pro-

portion as we attend to inferior objects, we
forfake our own mercies q

. Eeware then of

fpiritual declenfions ; darknefs and diftrefs

will follow them, as clofely as the fhadow
doth the body. " Take heed, brethren,

left there be in any of you an evil heart of

unbelief, in departing from the living God '."

It is in his preience that there is fulnefs of

joy; but if deprived of this, forrow and

iighing will fucceed.

3. If joy in God be the end of all fpiritual

revivals, how earneft fhould we be in plead-

ing with him for them. Certainly this

mould make up a great part of our petitions

before the throne of grace. Are you grown
cold and languid in your profeffion, after fo

many years {landing in the courts of the

Lord ? Plead with him for a time of refrefh-

ing from his prefence, that your profpects

may brighten, your converfation be more
fpiritual, your progrefs more evident, and

your lives more ufeful. Nor fhould we
only plead for perfonal revivals, but for

the
q Jonah ii. 8.

—

iT Heb. ill. 12.
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the chupch of God in general. The pro-

sperity of Zion fhould lay near our hearts,

and the peace of Jeru/alem be the fubjecl: of

our petitions : That minifters may have

more light, and love, and zeal; that

churches may flourifh -,—profeffors profper ;

and finners be convinced and converted.

For thefe things we fhould plead, without:

prefuming to limit the Almighty to our

line, or reftrain his bleffings to any party.

" O give him no reft till he eftablifh Zion,

and make "jerufalem a praife in the earth V*
Plead with the Prophet of old, for a fink-

ing caufe and a finful nation. " O Lord re-

vive thy work in the midft of the years, in

the midft of the years make known ; in wrath,

remember mercyV
4. What a glorious day will be opened by

the refurrection morn ; when all the fol-

lowers of Jefus fhall appear perfect in holi--

nefs, and he introduced into that world,

where uninterrupted joy fhall fill their fouls,

and everlafting gratitude warble forth in

their cealeleis fongs. God fhall be their

light, and Chrift their glory.—No more dif-

tance, darknefs, or langour to complain of:

Their fervice will be pure, and their enjoy-

ment perpetual.—They fhall be ever with

the Lord, fee him as he is, and ferve him
day and night in his holy temple. With

B b 2 that
9
Ifa. lxii. 7. ^iabak. iii, 2.
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that noble company may we all join at laft,

and in that honourable fervice be employed

for ever, God, of his abundant mercy,

o-rant for Tefus Chrift's fake. Amen.

SERMON



SERMON IX,

Jacob's Prayer: Or, Scripture Oratory,

GENESIS xxxii. 9, 10, 11, I- a*

And Jacob /aid, O God of my father Abra-^

ham, and God of myfather Ifaac, the Lord

which faidfl unto me, Return unto thy

country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal

^

with thee : I am not worthy of the leaji of

all thy mercies, and of all the truth, which

thou haft Jhewed unto thy fervant-, for

with my Jiaff 1 pafed over this Jordan, and

now 1 am become two bands. Deliver me,

I fray thee, from the hand of my brother,

fro?n the hand ofEfau: For Ifear him, left

he will come and fmite me, and the mother

with the children. And thou faidfl, I will

furely do thee good, and make thyfeed as the

fand of the fea, which cannot be numbered

for multitude.

THE wards now before us, contain

one of the moil beautiful pieces of

natural oratory, that is, perhaps, to be

found
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found in any writings, either facred or pro*

phane :—The ftile is fo pathetic, the expref.

iion fo fimple, the pathos fo grand, and the

oecafion fo folemn, that the attentive reader

is at once ftruck with admiration and plea-

fure.-—>What a view do they give us of the

majefty of that Being which is addrefled,

and of the undifguifed humility of the fup-

pliant !—What a folemnity and fuitablenefs

appears in the whole ! The more we rer

view it, the more we (hall be convinced that

it is neither encumbered with fuperfluity,

nor impoverifhed by a defect.—-There is a

beauty of fentiment, and propriety of ex-

preflion runs through the whole, which in-

dicate the well-informed judgment, and,

heart-felt fervour of the fpeaker.

Jacob's fituation was now very dangero,us,

and his feelings remarkably delicate.—What
had he not to fear from Efau ? And what

muft he feel for the dear connections now in

view ? How can he bear the thought to fee

his Jofepb murdered before his eyes,—his

beloved Rachel torn from his embraces,—or

his other children and fervants led away as

captives.

All rational means are employed to miti-

gate the rage of his brother, or, at leaft, to

fave a part of the family from ruin : But,

-after all, however fpecious the plan, he pre-

fumes not to carry any part of it into execu-

tion, till he goes to God and begs a bleffing

upon
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upon his endeavour, faying, Deliver me, I
pray thee, from the hand of my brother.

Prayer is the appointed way to fuccefs, and
it has feldom been found ineffectual. The
cafe of Jacob is recorded as an evidence of its

power : And the conduct of this great man
is worthy of being imitated, not only by
every head of a family in a time of diftrefs,

but by every prince in a feafon of national

danger.

He was now greatly alarmed by the

tidings of Efaus approach at the head of
four hundred men. His family was large,

but their ftrength feeble ; his fituation was
very much embarraffed; but the advantage

he had often experienced of having a friend

in God, leads him to make a freih applica-

tion to him in the feafon of diftrefs. And
the fpirit of God has been pleafed to hand
down a copy of his addrefs upon that occa-

lion. And Jacob /aid, O God of my father

Abraham, and God of my father Ifaac, the

Lord whichfaidfi unto me, &c.
The fubject is too copious to admit of any

regular divifion : However, in the words we
have the objeB to whom he addreifes himielf,

viz* the God of his fathers ; together with
the command he gave, and the promife made
unto his fervant : As alfo Jacob's confejfion,

petition, and co?iclufion on this occafion. We
mall take the words in the order in which
thev lav in the text.

The



200 Jacob's Prayer*

The First thing we notice in the words*

is the objeB ofworjhip, to whom he addrelfes

himfelf : O God of my father Abraham, and
God of my father Ifaac. As much as if he

had faid, O thou who didft honour my
grandfather Abraham, calling him from his

country and kindred ; Thou, who art the

fear, and haft been the helper of my father

Ifaac, Thou, who haft promifed alio to be

the God of their pofterity -, by every promife

thou haft made, by every engagement thou

haft entered into, I invoke thy prefence and

bleffing to be with me, as my fecurity and

comfort in this feafon of diftrefs. " By
whom mall Jacob arife ? for he is fmall

a,"

but by the God of Jacob. " It is the day

of thy Jacob's trouble: O fave me out

of it\"

Had he efpoufed the Popifh doftrine of

the interceiTion of faints or angels, it was
impoflible to have had a fairer opportunity

of difcovering it, than at this feafon. We
are informed, in the begining of the chapter,

that an hoft of Angels had appeared to him
in a very friendly manner ; and he was near-

ly related to Abraham, now in glory :—Yet

we meet with no application either to the

one or the other. Some, with lefs fhadow of

fuccefs, are heard to cry out, " O, all ye An-
gels of God, pray for us : O, all ye holy order

of Patriarchs, pray for us :" But Jacob goes

immediately
a Amos vii. 5.

b
Jer. xxx. 7.
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immediately to God, as a God of grace and
mercy, as the God of his father.

From the object he applied to, we may
draw this obvious remark, that it is a great

privilege to be defcended from godly relatives*

Mi flake not my meaning, far be it from me
to fuppofe that grace is hereditary, or flows

ifi a regular fucceffiora from parents to chil-

dren ; matter of fact proves the contrary;

and however gracelefs children may be ad-

vantaged in providential favours, on account

of their godly parents, they reap no favmg
benefit : But if made partakers of that grace

which dwelt in their forefathers, it is truly

a fpecial privilege to be related to fuch,

when brought into trying difpenfations.—

h

Let me inflance in two particulars,

1. Such have all the wonderful appearan-

ces of God in behalf of their anceflors, to en-

courage them in fuch a feafon : And this is

no fmall privilege. Thus Jacob* in the cafe

before us, fends his thoughts through all the

hiflory of the lives of Abraham and lfaac,

and makes ufe of every merciful interposition

in their favour, as a flep by which he rifes

to the throne of grace. It is as much as if

he had laid, u Thou art my God, and I de-

fire to exalt thee, my fathers' God," O give

me a frefli opportunity to praife thee.—And
if you would fee what improvement is made
©f fuch a privilege, you have it exemplified

in Jacob's fons, I mean the church. " We
C c have
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have heard with our ears, O God, our fa-

thers have told us what works thou didft in

their days,, in the times of old
e ." The ar-

gument founded upon this encouragement

follows, thus, " Thou art my King, O God,
command deliverance for Jacob" The
whole confifts in a knowledge of his works,

an intereft in his favour,—a conviction of his

ability,—and an application for his interpo-

fition in their behalf. The report of their

fathers, was the foundation of the children's

petition.

O ye profeffing parents, how fhould this

animate and encourage you, frequently to de-

clare to your children what God hath done

for you. How mould you fpeak of his mer-

cies and your obligations, when you abide

with them in the houfe, or walk with them
by the way. Brethren, make the memory
of your children the diary of your mercies,

and that monument on which you infcribe

the high praifes of the Lord.

Why fhould the wonders he hath wrought,

Be loft in filence, and forgot ?

And fuch of you as are defcended from

godly relatives, enquire what improvement

has been made of your defcent from them

:

Have you ever, with Jacob in the text,

gone to their God as yours ? Are you fre-

quently taking a view of his mercies to

your
c P/alm xliv. *.
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your fathers, by way of encouragement to

your own fouls ? And in frefh difficulties is

this your comfort, that "The Lord changeth

not, and therefore the fons of Jacob are not

confumed J ?"

2. Another advantage of being defcended

from godly parents, which a good man en-

joys in trying times, is intereft in their pray-

ers. Thus was it in the cafe before us -

y

Abraham was dead, and Ifaac at a diftance

;

but Jacob on this occafion reaps the benefit

of their petitions. O God ofmyfather Abra-
ham , and God ofmyfather ifaac: As if he had
faid, Lord, thefe are names thou art no
ftranger to :—Thou haft owned them as thy

friends and favourites : Thou art well ac-

quainted how frequently they have plead-

ed thy promife, not only for themfeves, but

for their pofterity. O fend help from thy

fan&uary and blefs me.—Are there no peti-

tions on the file ? No mercies ripe for an

anfwer ?—Lord, they have fowed the feed of

prayer, let me now reap the harveft of de-

liverance.—And, in this view, feveral of us

may now be enjoying the advantage of the

prayers of our deceafed relatives.—They fol-

lowed their petitions to heaven, before God
had fent down the anfwer. They laboured,

and we enter into their labours.

From this part of the fubject, fuch of

you as are parents, may fee how earned you

C c 2 fhould
d Mai. iii. 6.
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mould be, in pleading for your pofierity

;

The hand of death will foon clofe up your
lips in filence, and therefore, while you have
the ear of the King of heaven, be lure to

fpeak for them.
And let the children of iuch remember,

that the prayers of parents are of no further

advantage, than as fucceeded by our own :

x y They, by their petitions, have treafured up
grace againft the day of falvation ; but, by
prayer, thefe b]effings are to be fetched down
into our own fouls.

But I am aware, that all that has been
advanced under this obfervation, may tend
to difcourage fome who ought not to be made
fad. You conclude, it may be, that you have
no advantage from the grace or prayers of
your parents, fince you have reafon to fear

they lived and died ftrangers to Chrift, and
falvation by him :—But fuppofing the worft,

have you ground to conclude that fove-

reign grace has feparated you out of an un-
godly family?—Then fee what is faid up-
on this head : " Let not the fon of the

ftranger that hath joined himfelf unto the

Lord, fpeak, faying, The Lord hath utterly

feparated me from his people'." No; if

thou hail real grace, thou haft Abraham,
and IfaaCy and Jacob for thy fathers, an4
rnayeft draw encouragement from all the

Wonders that God hath wrought for them,

from
c
Ifa. Ivi. j.
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from all the petitions they have prefented to

him for their pofterity. This is one of thofe

fpeeial bleffings which flows to finners

through the death of Chrift ; as the Apoftle

evidences, when he fays, " Chrift hath re-

deemed us from the curfe of the law, being

made a curfe for us : for it is written, Curf-

ed is every one that hangeth on a tree : That
the bleffing of Abraham might come on the

Gentiles through Jefus ChriftV—So that it

is through Chrift, that we are admitted into

all the privileges of Abrahams family -, and
have his God for our God, his example for

our encouragement, and his experience for

our comfort.—"If ye be Chrift's, then are

ye Abrahams feed, and heirs according to

the promifeV

The Second thing we have to notice in

the words, is the command received from
God for the journey in which he was now
.engaged. Thou, Lord, Jaidji unto me, Return
unto thy country and kindred. In obedience

to thine order I moved at firft
?
and have

followed thy direction to this moment: .

My regard to thy command has brought me
into danger, and now thine honour is en-
gaged to bring me out of it : I look to thee

for direction, fupport, and deliverance.

This was ftrong arguing indeed.—So, when
we can bring God's orders for our conduct,

we
^Gal, iii. 13, 14.-^-«Gal. Hi, 29.
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we may claim all his perfections for our fal-

vation:—In fuch circumftances, the foul

has a good hold-fail in God. Thou faidjl*

Return.

The obfervation that we would draw from
this, is, That it is a great privilege to have
the will of God for the rule of our condutl.

Not that we are to expect any frefh revelation

of his will by voice or vifion : No ; we have
his word, " Which is profitable for doc-

trine, reproof, correction, and in ftruction,

that the man of God may be thoroughly fur-

nifhed for every good word and \vorkV
To this we do well to take heedV—from
this we fhould feek counfel in all we under-

take, and he has promifed " to inftruct us

in the way we fhould go, and guide us with
his eyeV—The written word is the grand

directory, in every doctrine we are to believe,

in every duty we are to perform ; and if we
*' acknowledge him in all our ways, we have

his promife that he will direct us in all our

paths
1 ." Be very folicitous then in all you

do, to have the word of God for your rule.

Stir not, till, with Mofesy you have the pro-

mife of his prefence with you m
; and, with

Jacob, have obtained the blefling
n

.—Without
God for your guide, you will foon be

perplexed in the way, or wander out of it ;

but if he be your leader, however rough the

path,

h 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.

—

! 2 Pet. i. 19 —k Pfalm xxxii. 8.

—

j Prov. iii. 6.—m Exod. xxxiii. 14— Gen. xxxii. 26.
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path, the end will be both honourable and
happy. O profefibrs, keep clofe to the

Bible; converfe much with it;—-make it

your daily counfellor;—revolve it much in

your thoughts by meditation ; — treafure it up
in your memories,—and tranfenbe a fair

copy of it in your lives* " And as many as

walk according to this rule, peace mail be

unto them ."

But to go one flep further : If it be a great

privilege to have the will of God for the

rule of our conduct, fure it is not lefs fo y to

have our conduB, in fome happy meijure, con-

formed to that rule. Thus was it with Jacob*

Thou faidft, What have I done, and though
I have not yet finifhed what thou gaveft me
to do ; Lord, I here ftand waiting only for

thy permiffion ; 1 am in the way, and look

to thee to remove every obftacle out of it. It

is a great bleffing to have " the teftimony of

a good confeience, that not with flemly wif-

dom, but by the grace of God we have had
our converfation in the world p ."—When it

has been the habitual tendency of the heart

to defire to ftand approved of God : When
his will has not only been approved by us,

bat diligently purfued. This being the

cafe, though men oppofe, fuch can appeal to

God, that their caufe is good, and their car-

riage righteous. Thus was it with David,
iC

I have done judgment and juftice, leave

me
• Gal. vi. 16.

—

p 2 Cor. i. 12.



2o8 Jacob's Prayer.

nie not to my opprefTorsV And though

Jacob could not deliberately fay fo, feeing by
fubtlety he had obtained the bleffing from
his father, and the birthright of his brother

:

Yet, fo far as his conduct had been finful,-

we have reafon to hope that he had repented

of it :—And therefore refting wholly on the

promife included in this precept, he expect-

ed deliverance from every furrounding dan-

ger.-—God had faid, Return to ihy country

and kindred, and this gave fufficient encou-

ragement for him to hope that he fhould fee

both in peace. -So much for the com-
mand.

The Third thing which occurs is the

fromife given to him. I will deal well with
thee. That is, in other words, " I will

be with thee in all places whither thou

goefl: ; for I will not leave thee, until I have

done that which I have fpoken to thee of r."

This promife Jacob employs as a wall and
bulwark for his defence. Hope in this, is

the anchor he cafts forth in the ftorm, and
this mufl fail before deftrudtion can approach

him. If the promife ftand, though Jacob
fear, he cannot fall ; and if God fuffer a

breach in his promife, it would be a great

reflection on his honour.

/ will deal well wtth thee. Here you will

obferve, that though the promife was very

great-,

* Pfalm cxix. 121.—

<

r Gen. xxviii. 15.
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great, it did not fecure him from trials and
temptations.—The tide of providence feem-

ed to run quite contrary to the engagement
of the promife :—-Faith grew languid and
fear ftrongj—danger was fail: approaching,

and deliverance was at a diftance :— Deftruc-

tion lay at the door, and yet there was grace

in all, there was good in all, with refpeft to

Jacob.—Hence learn not to caft away your
confidence in God's grace, or doubt his pro-

mife in a feafon of difcouragement.—No ;

though the fig tree do not bloffom, though
thy comforts be low, thy difcouragements

many, and thy corruptions ftrong, yet wait

for the God of falvation. Convinced that it

is not in your own power to perfedt that

which concerneth you, depend upon him
who both can and will do it. And ever re-

member, though God may fift thy grace, he
will fave thy foul.

But though God has no where engaged to

exempt his people from trials and tempta-

tions, he has exprefily promiied to do them

good. And what could more ftrongly ex-

emplify the truth of that promife, than the

hiftory now before us. Who ever had
more abundant caufe, at the conclulion of

fuch a fcene, to fay that God had dealt well

with him, than Jacob had ? It was well that

he had been brought into fuch a ftraight,—

-

and *w//that he was tried;—and well, that in

the feafon of trial, he was enabled to rely

D d upon
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upon God, for fupport, direction, and de-

liverance.—He found, what every faint fhall

find, fooner or later, " That all things work
together for good to them that love God,
who are the called according to his pur-

pofeV—In every trial and temptation, " his

grace fhall be f ufficient" to fupport you un-
der it, and " his ftrength fhall be made per-

fect in weaknefs V' by giving you a complete

victory over it.

Fourthly, after God's promife comes
Jacob's confeffion, in the tenth verfe. I am
not worthy of the leajl of all the mercies, and

of all the truth which thou haft fjewed unto

thy fervaut ; for with my ftaff I pajjed over

this Jordan, and now I aw become two bands.

Here he acknowledges that he had been

bleffed by God, taught of him, and enlarged

from him.

i. He confeffes that he had been bleffed

by God : / am not worthy of the leaf of all

the mercies which thou haft JJjewed unto thy

fervant. Goodnefs and mercy had followed

him ever fince he left his father's houfe. .

Mercies had been multiplied,—had been re-

newed every morning,—had flourifhed for

his comfort in a flrange land. All that he
had received was from the hand of mercy.

Wives and children, health and ftrength,

fervants and cattle, all were mercies to him :

But
8 Rom. viii. 28.—»* 2 Cor. xii. 9.
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1

But thefe were mercies of an inferior fort

;

pardon and peace, the prefence of God with

him, the fmile of God on him, the pro-

mifes and precepts of God to him, thefc

were mercies of the larger kind. With
David, he faw the mercy of God reaching

to the very heavens, and in the view he

cries out, '< I am unworthy of the leaft."

What genuine humility ! What godly fim-

plicity was this !—:How doth it teach us,

that the nearer we approach to God, and the

more clear views we have of intereft in him,

the more (hall we be humbled before him :

Saying with Paul, " I am lefs than the lealt.

of all faints
u ;'

' or with Jacob, as in the

margin, " I am lefs than the leaft of all the

mercies which thou haft mewed unto thy

fervant" As he had been bleffed by

God, fo,

2. He confeffes that he had been taught

of him, likewife. / am not worthy of the leaf

of all the truths which thou haft Jloewed unto

thy fervant. Jacob had enjoyed very large

difcoveries of the truth of God's prefence,

and power, and promife. His foul had
often been fed with truth, and his covenant,

God had granted him many a blefled mani-

feftation of his truth and faithfulnefs, lince he

travelled that road before. But, Lord, faith

Jacob, when I confider how unfruitful I

have been J om aftonifhed at thy grace and

D d 2 patience,

"Ephef. iii. 8.
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patience, and conftrained to declare, that J

am not worthy of the leaft of thcfe difcove^-

ries with which I have been honoured.

Such will be the frame and difpofition of all

that are taught of God.—Their cry will

be, why haft thou made me to differ, and

what have I which I have not received ?—
Such will, with Jacobs confefs how un-

worthy they are to be taught of God, even

at that very feafon that they are pleading for

further inftructions.

3. He confeffes that all his enlargement

was from God. With my fiaff I paj/ed over

this J'or daily and now 1 am become two bands.

As much as if he had faid, When I went out

I had no help-mait to comfort me, no ferr-

vant to minifler to me, no guide to go ber

fore, or guard to defend me in the way ;

—

\

no flock or herd to afford me provision :

Traveller-like, I had little more than my
ftaff; but now I am become two bands*

having wives and children, men fervants anc\

maid fervants, camels and oxen, and (heep

and goa.ts. There was much implied in this

expreiiion,—he could fcarce believe that

God would ripen fuch a mercy for ruin, or

multiply life to fuch a degree for (laughter,

A gracious heart knows, at feafons, what it

is to argue with Manoa/fs wife, " If the

Lord had intended to (lay us, he would not

have (hewed us fuch things as thefeV
* Judges xiii. 23.
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1 am not worthy. Here we have no plead*

Ing either of perfonal merit, or of any con-
dition performed. Although Jacob had
done what God commanded, yet after all he
acknowledges himfelf an unprofitable fer-

vantv—He afcribes all to grace and mercy,
and admires how all his needs, both fpiritual

and temporal, had been fupplied according

to the glorious riches of the God of Bethel.—
From this example of the Patriarch, we may
fee what a difference there is in pleading be-
fore God and with Men.—-On this occafion

we find him travelling with a yaft train of
mercies. Laban purfues him, and claims all

that he had. " Thefe daughters, fays he,

are my daughters, and thefe children are my
children, and thefe cattle are my cattle, and
all that thou feeft is rfrifoe*," Poor Jacob,
fhbuld this claim (land, he will have nothing

left but his ftaff to travel back with to his

native country. But " we fee that by works
a man is juftifieay before men, " and not
by faith only y ." Hence Jacob boldy avers

before Labqn> that he had merited the whole
by his conduct. ki This twenty years/' fays

he, " have I been with thee; thy ewes and
thy fhe-goats have not can: their young, an.d

the rams of thy flock have I not eaten.

That which was torn of beads, I brought
not unto thee, I bore the lofs of it ; of my
hand didft thou require it, whether ftolen by

day,

* Gen. xxxi. 43.—^ James ji. 24^
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day, or ftolen by night. Thus I was, in the

day the drought confumed me, and the froft

by night, and my fleep departed from mine
eyes. Thus have I been twenty years in

thine houfe : I ferved thee fourteen years for

thy two daughters, and fix years for thy cat-

tle : and thou haft changed my wages ten

times. Except the God of my father the

God of Abraham, and the fear of Ifaac, had

been with me, furely thou hadft fent me
away now empty : God hath ken my af-

fliction and the labour of my hands 7
-." Bu$

however confidently he fpeaks to a fellow-

creature, when he comes to deal with God,,

what a change do we obferve in the Ian-?

guage ? I am not worthy of the leaft favour

with which I am privileged,—not worthy

of the fmalleft bleffing that I am permitted

to enjoy.

The Fifth thing we have to remark, is

the petition. Ver. n. Deliver me, 1 pray

thee, from the hand of my brother, from the

hand of Efau : for Ifear him, left he will come

andfmite me, aiid the mother with the chil-

dren. All that goes before, is thanksgiving

exprefled, and petition only implied; but

here, like Jehofcphat, he acknowledges that

he had " no might againft the great com-
pany that came againft him, neither knew

he

^JpGen. xxxi. 38—42.
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he what to do, but his eyes were upon the

LordV He had no faith in Efaus ten-

dernefs, and all his hope was founded upon

the promife and power of Jehovah.—The
danger was great, but he prays, Deliver me

from the hand of my brother

\

Here we may
note,

1

.

That a good man may have many fears.

Thus was it with Jacob. He knew Efaus
difpoiition : Was informed of his threat-

nings, and affured of the four hundred armed

men that accompanied him at this feafon j—

-

he knew alfo how incapable his charge was

either to flee or fight. While he lofes

fight of the promife,' his fear groweth ex-

ceedingly : With an anxious heart he looks

round on his wives, and children, and fer-

vants, and is ready to fay, Lord, I have of-

fended my brother, but what have thefe

done ? I know the cruelty of his difpofition,

and dread his power, left he deftroy all this

company root and branch.

—

Jacob had many
fears.—We obferve,

2. That a gracious God 'will allow his

friends to mention theirfears before him. This

is no inconfiderable favour. It is a tender

father, a fympathizing friend, who encou-

rages us to come boldly to a throne of grace,

when we have no where elfe to flee for fuc-

cour. In his prefence you may lay open

your whole heart, and tell him of all your

wants.

a z Chron. xx. rz.
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wants.—Do you fear at feafons that fin will

prevail? That Satan will have the advan-

tage ? And that you (hall, in the event, falj

fhort of the prize ? Carry all your fears to

God : He permits you to eaft your burden

upon him b

, and fays, " Fear not, thou worm
Jacob, and ye men of Ifrael : I will help

thee, faith the Lord, and thy redeemer, the

holy One of Ifrael ."—-We remark* once

more,

3. That there is encouragement in God for

a believingfoul in every time of difficulty. And
it was a view of this, by which faith got the

better of fear, in the experience of Jacob.—
Deliver me 1 pray thee. God can deliver,

and he encourages us to apply to him for

it. " Call upon me in the day of trouble,

I will deliver thee, and thou malt glorify

me d ." And he that makes the promife,

" never faid to the feed of Jacob, feek ye

my face in vain
e ." Mercy and grace* wis-

dom and ftrength, pity and patience are to

be found in God :—He can " make all grace

abound towards us, fo that we, always

having all-fufliciency for all things, may
abound unto every good workV—" God is

the refuge and ftrength of his people, a

prefent help in every time of troubleV—
And bleifed are they who truflin him \

The

b Pftlm Iv. 22. c
Ifa. xli. 14.

d Pfalm 1. 15.

«Ifa. xlv. 19.
f zCor. ix. 8. sPfalmxivi. 1.

* Pfalm ii. iz.
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The Last thing we remark in the words,

is the conclufion in the 12th ver. And thou

faidji) I will furely do thee good, and make
thyfeed as the fund of thefea, which connot he

numbered for multitude. Brethren, it is a

fuccefsful plea, when we can back our argu-

ments with God's promifes, when we can
go to him with a thou haji faid. He loves

to fee the confidence, to hear the plea that

is founded upon his own fayittgs.

—

fh,u9

who art faithful to thy promifes, had: faid,

that thou wilt blefs both me and mine, and

I now apply to thee for the performance.

The promife referred to, partly refpedted

himfelfzndi partly his family.

1. It refpected himfelf. U. Thou fiidft, I

will furely do thee good :"—Before it was,
"* I will deal well with thee.'

,

Here he re-

peats it with a furely

;

for where it is

God's will to do good, he will furely find a

way to acomplifh it.—Or in doing good I will

do thee good. One act of goodnefs, is but

the preface to a fubfequent a<£r. of goodnefs.

And what God has done for his faints, is

but a fpecimen of what he will do for

them.—So that we may cry out with the

Pfalmift, " O what goodnefs hail: thou laid

up for them that fear thee, and wrought
out for them that irufl thee, before the fons

of men l

I"—Jacob had God's promife that he

would do him good, and therefore was led

E e to

1 Pfalm. xvxi. 19,



2i

8

Jacob's Prayer.

to hope that his brother E/au mould do hini

no harm.—-This promife was pleaded very

feafonably, Thou faidjl, I will do thee good,

and the prelent was a fuitable opportunity

for God to " make all his goodneis pafs be-

fore him*."
2. The other branch of the promife ref-

lates to his family. I will make thy feed as

the fand of the fea, which cannot be numbered

for multitude. He faw that the promife was

not yet accomplished : And therefore that

God's promife may not fail, Jacob's family

mall be preferved* It was for Chrift's fake

that the Patriarch and his family were deli-

vered : Had Efau gratified his rage in their

deftru&ion, the purpofes of God had been

fruftrated, his promifes broken, and his

glory eclipfed. But " As the new wine is

found in the clufter, and one faith, Deftroy

it not, for a blefiing is in it : fo will I do

for my fervants fakes, that I may not deftroy

them all. I will bring forth a feed out of

Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my
mountains V Had they been crufhed, the

intereft of Zion had been ruined for ever.

—

The ftar had never arofe out of Jacob, nor

the lion of the tribe of Judah appeared for

the falvation of the church. Bleifed be

God for Jefus Chrift ; and for all thofe won-
derful fteps of providence, by which a way
was opened for his appearance ill the fulnefs

of
k Exod. xxxiil 19. J Ifa. Ixv. S, 9,
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©f time, to put away fin by the facrifi.ee of

himfelf.

But to draw towards a conclufion. This
fubjecl contains fomething inftruclive and
encouraging. It points out the path of

duty in every time of trial. There is a

God that heareth prayer : And to whom
mail we feek but unto him. He is ever

ready to hear, and mighty to fave. •

He has all things at his difpofal, and all

hearts in his hand. He can turn the

rage of an enemy into friendmip, and dif-

pofe even the' cruel Efau to embrace his

brother Jacob. He can make the over-

flowing wrath of men to praife him, and
fhut up the remainder of it when he pleafes.

Before him, the valley of forrow is con-
verted into a fcene of triumph, and the

horrors of deftruction into fhouts of fal-

vation. To him then let us look for

direction in every undertaking, and for

deliverance from every enemy. " If God
be for us, who can be againft usV Ja-
cob had an intereft in God, and this made
every thing yield unto him.— God was
his counfellor. G6d was his keeper.

And if you could prevail as he did, then
*' in every thing by prayer and fupplica-

tion with thankfgiving, let your requefts

be made known unto God 11 ." This is

E e 2 your

-Rom. viii. 31—

-

n Philip. iv» 6.
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your duty, your privilege, and will be 'your

advantage.

Nor does this fubjedt only inftrucl: us in

the way of duty, but encourage us to perfe-

vere therein.-— It is not a vain thing to

ferve the Lord. And though you may have

to wait longer for the deliverance than Ja~
cob had; yet you mall not wait in vain. •

Reft upon the promife,—plead your rela-

tion to him, invoke his prefence, be

ftrong in his ftrength, and in the end, it

mail be found, that " Happy is he that

hath the God of Jacob for his help, and

whofe hope is in the Lord his GodV

SERMON
Pfalm cxlvi. 5.



SERMON X.

God's Name the Sinner's Trxift

:

Or, A Plea for future Help 3

founded on paft Experience,

PSALM xxvii. 9.—Latter Parts,

Vhou haft been my help, leave me not, neither

forjake me, God oj my Jalvation.

TH E penman of this pfalm was David
the king of Ifrael ; a man as remark^

ably fignalized with the tokens of the di^

vine favour, as any that lived either before

or after him.— Honoured in the early part

of life with the prefence, and refcued from

danger by the interpofing providence of the

Almighty ;—his converfation was in hea-?

ven, and his retirements bleft with the

fweeteft fociety. Happy David I raifed

from an obfcure ftation, to vindicate the

caufe of God, and crufh the enemies of

Ifrael !—Exalted from fuftaining the fhep-

herd's crook, to fway the fceptre of royalty

on the throne of Ifrael, there to. mine no

kfs a prodigy of grace, than the darling of

Providence.
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Providence. In the efteem of this no Jefs

good, than great man, it was a higher ho-
nour to be a fervant of God, than to rule

over the molt diitinguimed people.—He
thought it no difparagement to his wifdom,,

as a man, or to his character, as a fovereign,

to worfhip God in the fan&uary;—-to feek

his direction in the cabinet, or to cultivate

the fear of him in his palace.—In his devo-

tional engagements, how did his notes rife

into all the elevation of facred harmony y

while he proclaimed the greatnefs and good-

nefs,—the wifdom and power,—the love and

mercy of the God of Ifrael ! He views them
again and again in the works of nature, pro-

vidence, and grace ! And expreffes his love

to, joy in, and fubmiffion to the God of his

falvation.

Praife is a duty which, as intelligent crea-r

tures, we owe to God.— The arguments to

it are numerous, and the obligation con^

ftant; for his mercies and our indigence, are

not only new every morning, but are meet-

ing every moment. Praife is that employ-

ment for which the church above are never

indifpofed, and in which they are never

weary.—They praife their God for what he is

in himfelf, and for what he has done for them.

They ferve him day and night without weari-

nefs, abatement, or interruption. Their

hopes are ever in tune, and the fubject of

their
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their fong as far from a period, as when they

firft began.—In fhort, they move in a perpe-

tual circle of admiration, love, and obedience.

And are there not fome happy feafons,

even in the prefent ftate of imperfection ?

When the love of God is fo ihed abroad in

the heart ; and its breadth, length, depth,

and height fo far difcovered to the mind,
that the foul is overwhelmed with admira-

tion, and loft in praife ?— It labours under the

fubjed:, and in the moft lofty ideas and ex-

preliions comes infinitely fhort of the exalted

theme.—Like the lark, the wings are in-

fufficient to bear them up till the fong is

ended.

Praife is comely \ It is that debt which
we owe to the great God ; and it is conde-
fcention in him to take notice of us in the

difcharge of it ; for he " is exalted above all

bleffing and praife' ." Even the fongs of
Archangels are almoft loft in iilence, before

they reach his throne. If then it is conde-
fcention in God to pay any regard to that,

which may be ftiled the moft excellent part

of the creatures fervice, O what a ftoop of
grace rnuft it be, to notice our fighs as well

as fongs ! To liften to our cry, when we are

bowed down under the weight of oppreilion,

as well as when exalted in his righteoufnefs !

But fuch is the honour of all his faints : In

every trial he permits them to cry to him,

he
a Pfahn cxlvii. i.

b Nehe. ix. $,6.
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he commands them to caft their burden on
him,—and encourages them to hope in his

mercy.—-He allows them to form their pe-

titions for prefent help, upon their pafl ex-

perience of his goodnefs : And to fay with
David, Thou baji been my help, leave me not,

neither forfake ?ne, O God of my falvation.

In which words we have,

I. The glorious object addrefled. The
God offalvation.

II. The ingenuous profeffion made to

him. Thou haft been my help

III. The fuitable petitions, founded on
the confideration both of the help af-

forded, and the author affording it.

Leave me not, neitherforjake me.

I. Under the firft branch, we fhall attend

both to the title given to God, and the rela-

tion which the believing foul claims to him
under it. Thou art not only the God offal-
vation, but the God of my falvation.

i . As to the title. Of all characters this

is the moft honourable. The great Jehovah
is ftiled the God of power, of wifdom, of
glory, of mercy, of grace, 6cc. but all thefe

are but feveral branches of that comprehen-
five name given him in the text. For
wherein is his power moft confpicuous,

—

his wifdom moil difplayed,—his glory moft
exalted,—or his mercy and grace moft mag-

nified ?



the Sinner s Trujl. 2 2

5

nified ? Is it not in that great, important,

and all-glorious work, the falvation of

linners by jefus Chrift ? This is the brightest

jewel in his royal diadem, that falvation be-

longeth to the Lord ;—and this is the tri-

umph of the purchafed remnant, that their

God is the God of falvation. They have

ample proof of this truth already in what
they enjoy, but they wait for brighter mani-
festations, and larger difcoveries in eternity,

when the full import of this glorious title

fhall be unfolded to their view.

O how animating is the thought to a

poor fin-convicted, felf-condemned finner,

that the God he applies to is the God of
falvation. Encouraged by this, in the full

profpecl of his multiplied and aggravated

offences, the poor publican cries out, (i God
be merciful to me a finner ."—Tie fees that

though his fins rendered him unworthy of

any thing but hell, yet that they are not

too great to be pardoned, by that glorious

Being who fills the throne of grace.—He
honours God, by an application to him for

falvation, and while he confeffes his fin,

takes comfort from the name of him to
s

whom he makes the confefiion :—Alternate

fear and hope ftruggle in his labouring breaft

while he Hands before the Lord; fear

of juftice, and hope of mercy: And
when he fpeaks, they unite their influence

Ff in

c Luke xviii. 13.
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in the fame fentence. Such is the cha-

ra&er which God approves. " The Lord
taketh pleafure in them that fear him, in

thofe that hope in his mercyV
In all your applications to a throne of

grace, let me intreat you to remember to

whom you make known your requefts*

Are your fins a burden too heavy for you

to bear ? Do they cover you with fhame

and confufion, when you would draw near

to God ? Does a fcnk of their nature, guilt,

and number, lay peculiarly heavy upon your

confcience ? Remember you have to deal

with the God of falvation.—Or have you

not only to confefs the guilt, but to com-
plain of the power of fin ? Does indwelling

corruption difturb you,—furprize you into

temptation, or moleft and interrupt you in

facred duties ? Doth it oppofe you under

fome new form, or annoy you under fome

old appearance ? O forget not that your kind

father, your bell, your conflant friend is the

God offalvation.—Or it may be you are per-

plexed with this or that difpenfation of

providence;— you find it very difficult to

bear up under a long feries of difappoint-

ments and croffes ;— and you are ready to

conclude that you mall be fhipwrecked,

and overwhelmed in the deep waves of ad-

verfity. Be it fo; yet thy God is the

God offalvation. He fuftained his character

no
d Pfalm cxlvii. n.
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no Ids to Taidy while floating on a broken

board in the raging ocean, than when the

prieft qf Jupiter would have honoured him
as a God.—The heaviest trials, the greateft

loffes which the good old Patriarch fuitained,

were, no doubt, confidered by him as parts of

his falvation, when he once more beheld his

Jofeph both in health and honour. Happy
the man who by faith takes fhelter in the

title, and fcreens himfelf in the protection

of him, who is the God offalvation. Hap-

py for us, when we are as nothing in our

own erleem ; when we fee that we deferve

nothing from the divine hand but wrath,

and when, from the heart, we can leave all

to God, all with him, faying, " The will

of the Lord be done :"—Happy for us, when
we can cordially join in the language of the

poet

:

Thy will Is welcome, let it wear

It's moft termendous form ;

Roar waves ! Rage winds ! I know that thou

Can'ft fave me by a ftorm.

Humbly wait for God,—patiently follow

him :—And though he lead you in a rough
path, it will afluredly end in falvation. In-

deed I dare not promife the people of God
deliverance from particular troubles in this

life,—feeing fuch cleliverances might prove

their deflrudion ;—but this I dare infure to

them, either falvation from their troubles,

Ff 2 or
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or jfalvatipn by them : For he that is their

God, is the God of falvation.

Bat before I difmifs the title, there are

txvo comfortable truths involved in it, which
we (hall iniift on a little :—TheyzVy? is, that

no Tjork is too great for their God to per-

form : And, fcond!y> that nofeafon is uniuit-

able for him to perform it in.

ibat no "work is too greatfor him to perform,

is evident from his being ftiled the God of

Jalvatiofu—What cannot he effect ?—Is any

thing too hard for him, who can do any-

thing, yea every thing, but deny himfelf?

—

If the publication of his name can receive

any additional glory; if his people can reap

any real advantage; the rocks fhall diffolve

at his prefence, —the fun (land ilill at his

command, and the very ftars in their courfes

fight againft Sifera. Be thy cafe accom-
panied with as many difficulties, or inter-

woven with greater improbabilities than that

of fofcpb, this God can make a way through

every difficulty for thy deliverance.—His

arm is mighty, his word is cloathed with

omnipotence, his wifdorn cannot be coun-

teracted, nor his purpofe fruflrated. The
very fight of his name mould difmifs every

fufpicion of his love, and difarm every doubt

of his ability to fave to the very utmoft.

—

" They that truft in the Lord fhall 'never

be confounded," for with " the Lord Je-
hovah
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hovah is everlafling ftrengthV—He can
conquer enemies, fupport his friends, fancti-

fy nature, preferve and perfect grace, feeing

he is the God offahation, As no work is

too great for him to perform, fo we may
ado

No feofon is nnfidtable for him to perform
it in. We read of many of the heroes of
antiquity, who, in particular cafes, have

been unable to fuccour their friends, or face

their enemies ; but can you point out one
inflance in which God came too late to the

aid of his people, when it was his defign

and honour to fave them ? Or can you men-
tion one feafon, when the God of fatvation

was in fuch difadvantageous c ireurn fiances,

that he could not effect his pleafure and pur-

pofe ? Was he too late ? Or was it an un-
suitable opportunity for him to fave, when,

Ifrael flood trembling on the banks of the

red fea ?—Before them a watery grave pre-

sents itfelf to their view, behind them, the

infults of the haughty tyrant feem almoft to

ring in their ears ;—on the right hand and

on the left they are fhut in, as fome fuppofe,

by two mountains :— But he that gathers the

waters in the hollow of his hand, and
marches on the waves for the help of his

people, interpofed on this occaiion. He
opens a paffage to falvation through, the

briny waves, bids them rife up for walls of

defence
e
Ifa. xxvi. 4.
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defence on the right hand and on the left,

while his people turn their back upon the

tyrant, and march forward to liberty ;—then

he gives the word of command, and the obe-

dient waves fwallow up the haughty foe in

ruin. Thus Ifrael faw the work, and fang

the praife of the God offahation.—Wzs the

cafe of the Hebrew youths who were caft

into the fiery furnace, too defperate an un-
dertaking for this great Deliverer ? No ; they

were faved, and laved with honour. Con-
fider the fituation of Peter in the prifon 1

See him bound with a chain, furrounded

with a guard,—fhut in with a gate of iron,

condemned to die on the morrow : The
Lord fends his Angel and delivers him.

—

Take a view, likewife, of the widow of

Zarephath, her all is near fpent, and nothing

but the horrors of famine and death are in

profpedl :—All fhe has to do is to eat her

morfel, and fit down and die in the prefence

of her fon ; or to fee him expire before her :

But even then the miracle begins, the barrel

of meal waftes not, neither does the cruife of

oil fail ; for her God was the God offalva-

tion. Thus having touched at the title,

we proceed,

2. To take a view of that relationy which
the believing foul claims to God under this

character. He addreffes him as the God of
his falvation* As to the rife of this relation, it

muft
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muft be refolved into the meer good pleasure

of the divine will. He reveals himfelf in

this character to babes and fucklings, while

the wife and prudent are left ftrangers to the

faving operations of his grace ; and the only

reafon of fuch conduct, is becaufe it feemeth

good in his fight
f
. It is an act of free

grace, it is a difplay of divine fovereignty,

when God takes any of the fallen children

of Adam into this relation to himfelf.

What can we refolve it into ihort of this,

' I will be gracious to whom I will be gra-

cious, and will fhew mercy on whom I will

ihew mercy g." Some indeed talk much of
preparatives for mercy, and qualifications

for grace, but the very fentiment is calcu-

lated to deftroy every proper notion both of
grace and mercy. Mercy knows no other

object but mifery, and grace is no more
grace, if it be not difpenfed freely, without

money or price. " It is not of him that

willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of

God that fheweth mercy h ." The Lord aims

at the glory of his grace in the falvation of a

tinner ; but he will do nothing to nourifh

the pride of the human heart, or to promote
a conceitednefs of our fufficiency, to perform

any thing that can render us worthy of his

favour. No ; " The haughtinefs of man
ihall be brought low, and the Lord alone ex-

alted."

f Matt xi, 25*26.—-Exod. xxxiii. 19.

—

h Rom. ix, 16.
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alted
1 ."—It is often, if not generally the*

cafe, that he is " found of them that fought

him not
1"." Did the woman of Samaria

feek this relation, or was there any thing in

her, mifery and guilt excepted, to qualify

her for the grace fhe received ? Did Saul of

Tarfus feek this honourable relation, when
he was going to Damafcus with this exprefs

delign, to perfecute all that called on the

name of the Lord Jefus ? Yet it was then,

even then, that Jefus appeared to him as the

God of his falvation*—And I might almoft

venture to affirm, in the name of all thofe,

who, with David, are enabled to call God
the God *.of their falvation, that they were
introduced into this honourable relation

in the fame way and on the fame account.

It is by the grace of God that they are what
they are.

And where falvation is begun in any heart,

the Lord engages to appear for them, and

encourages them to truft in him, in all out-

ward difficulties and inward trials : And
they that truft in him fliall never be con-

founded, for the God offalvation will fill up
all the parts of that glorious title, with ho-

nour to himfelf. He " will perfect that

which concerneth" them : for " his mercy
endureth for ever," therefore will he not
" forfake the work of his own hand 1 ."—He
that is the author and finifher of their faith,

will

*Ifa. li. 11.
k

Ifa, lxv. I. * ffalm exxxviii. 8.
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liver : in whom we alfo truft that he will

deliver us
1 ."

Neither forfake me,—-for thou art the

God of my jahation : Though clouds gather

darknefs fucceeds, and the deliverance doth

not yet appear, yet thou abideft faithful.

—

Thy character is the fame,—thou not only

haft been the God of my Jalvation, but thou

artfo JlilL Thou changed not, therefore I

am not, I fhall not be confumed.

And now to conclude.—Having laid be-

fore you the character and conduct of this

eminent Saint, permit me to afk, how doth

it comport with yours ? Have the eyes of

your underftanding been opened to fee the

divine glory, and take in the facred confo-

lations contained in this honourable title,

the God of jahation ? Have you been ever

humbled from a view of fin, as rendering

you unworthy ofevery blefllng, and defervmg

of every curfe ? Have you ever, with pleafing

aftonilhment, taken a view of the divine ap-

pearances for you ? And doth this encourage

you to hope and plead, and wait for full

falvation ? If this be the cafe, I congratu-

late you on your experience. -The Lord
preferve you in David's frame, till you are

admitted to join him above in fongs of

praife.

But I fear you are not all acquainted

with the blefled God in this character.

H h Remember
t 2 Cor. i. 10.
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Remember the very opportunity to cultivate

an acquaintance with him, as a God offal-
nation will foon be over with you. At pre-

fent we have his authority to entreat you to

be reconciled to him. Chrift, as his un-
fpeakable gift, and free falvation by him,
are held forth to you in the gofpel :— But if

you reject the one and flight the other,—let

me beg of you to confider what will be the

confequence. If you die in a ftate of igno-

rance and alienation from the God offalva-

tion, you muft, 1 tremble while I pro-

nounce it, you muft be cart: off from his

prefence for ever ! O finner, to warn you is

my duty, and yet, it is impoffible to ex-

prefs the pain I feel in doing it ; feeing every

warning that is not accompanied with fuc-

cefs, has a tendency to increafe your con-

demnation. But I muft here paufe, and

leave you, with what has now been deliver-

ed, in the hands of the God of my falvation ;

to whom be afcribed everlafting praife,

Amen.

S E R M O N



SERMON XI.

The fpiritual Banquet : Or, Provi-

fion made in God's Houfe for

needy Sinners.

SONG of SOLOMON ii. 4.

He brought me to the banqueting- houfey and
bis banner over ?ne was love.

COmmunion with God is that facred

privilege, which gracious fouls breathe

after at all times ; but in a particular man-
ner at the return of thofe folemn feafons

wherein he frequently manifefts himfelf unto

them, as he doth not unto the world. To
enjoy a nearer approach, a clearer difcovery,

and a more endearing embrace from, their

Covenant-Father, is their prevailing ambi-

tion and humble Amplication. To be cap-

tivated with the charms of this eternal

beauty, to be bound faft with the cords of

his everlafting love, to have the mind em-
ployed in the contemplation, and the heart

overpowered with the difcovery of his ex-

cellencies, is that painful pleafure which the

foul ardently defires. I call it pai'nfuly be-

H h 2 caufe
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caufe through the frailty of our nature, and

the infirmities incident to the body, in its

prefent lapfed ftate, fuch difcoveries have a

tendency to overpower, and in fome cafes,

have almoft diffolved the tie which unites us

to it. There is a joy in believing, which,

by a facred efficacy, penetrates the inmoft

foul, fweetens the moil bitter affliction, and

fufpends the moft excruciating pain. The
Apoftle Peter fliles it "joy unfpeakable and

full of glory \" And there are feafons when
God deals out the facred neftar with a liberal

hand; the quality delights, but the quan-

tity is almoft too much for them. Some-
thing of this the Apoftle Paul experienced,

when he could fcarce determine whether he

was in the body, or feparate from it. And
have not fome of you now prefent, enjoyed

clearer difcoveries, both of the happinefs

and glory of heaven, in fome blefled moment
of intercourfe with God, than from all the

fermons you ever heard, or books that you

have ever read ? Ycu have found that accefs

to God, difcoveries of him, and communion
with him, were the very foul of happinefs.

In fuch a feafon his tabernacles have been

amiable, his ordinances fo many wells of

falvation, and his word an exhauftlefs trea-

fure of comfort. Your joy was fuch as no

man could take from you, nor was it in your

power to communicate the leaft difcovery of

it to your deareft friend.

O
* i Peter i. S.
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O happy moment! Deiirable feafon ! When
God takes his children, as it were, by the hand,

to introduce them into the fecret chambers of

communion. When the defigns of fovereign

love break out in communicative flreams of

mercy and grace : When he refolves to- vifit

his own graces in the foul, and is pleafed to

make himfelf known as a Covenant-God, to

his pleading people : When he owns his

work in their hearts, and removes every fuf-

picion concerning the reality of it from the

mind : When he confirms his love to the

foul, and evidences that it is his fixed, his

unalterable purpofe to efl'abljfh, preferve,

and perfect that which concerneth it.

That there are ordinances inftituted, with

exprefs defign to promote communion be-

tween God and his people, is evident frpm
the facred fcripture ; and the hidory of the

church, in all ages, is a fufficient proof,

how well the deiign has been anfvvered.

Ordinances are for communion ; and in them
the believing (inner gives up himfelf, and

all his concerns to God:—-Gives up his

heart to be purified from fin, and doubts, and

fears ; to be moulded into the will, to be
filled with the prefence, and to be prepared

for the fulled enjoyment of him. Qn th^

other hand, God makes himfelf over to the

believer as a fuitable, furficient, and fatif-

fying portion. Declares his readinefs to

pardon freely, fave completely, and crown
the
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the whole with everlafting felicity. And
the folemnity is ratified with this gracious

promife, I will be thy God, and thou fhalt

be my child,

Are your fouls fired with an holy defirc

after ib exalted a privilege ? Then be allured

that all things are ready for the accomplish-

ment of that defire : And while the word
encourages, the minifters of the gofpel in-

vite you to give up the heart to God; and
if by grace you are enabled to make this

furrender, the privilege of the church, re-

corded in the text, (liall be verified in your
experience. Tou Jhall be brought into the

banqueting-houfe, and have the bamier of his

love unfurled on your account.

As to this Song of Solomon, it is the

opinion of the generality of ancient expo-
fitors, both Jews and Chriftians, that it has

a refpect to the Meffiah, and is defcriptive of
that love and communion, which fubfifls

between him and his church. It is of the

fame nature with the forty-fifth Pfalm, and
probably compofed on the fame occafion.

All the beauties of the Eaft are collected to-r

gether. The images are fo bold, the lan-

guage ib animating, and the matter ib im-
portant, that an honeft enquirer muffc at

once reap both initruction and delight.

Herein the Saviour manifefts himfelf under

an embroidered veil, and while his church
admires the beauty of the covering, he in-

dulges
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dulges her with a difcovery of the glory of

his countenance.—In the whole, he appears

as " the chief of ten thoufand, and altoge-

ther lovely/'

The words now under confideration, arc

evidently defcriptive of that high honour,

that holy privilege with which he favours

his church. To her he manifefts himfelf

as he doth not unto the world. He admits

her into that ftate of friendfhip and commu-
nion, which is productive of a joy that

ftrangers intermeddle not with.

—

He brought

me into the banqueting- houfe, and his banner

over me was^ love. From which words we
are naturally led to enquire.

I. What is meant by the banqueting-

houfe.

II. What is implied in her being brought

into it by Chrift.—And,
III. The diftinguifhing honour held forth

on this occaiion : His banner over me
was love.

I. A banqueting-houfe is that place

where the choicei! wine is fet forth in the

greateft variety and plenty, to refrefh and re-

gale thofe who are reputed friends. I (hall

not take up the time in giving the various

fenfes which cxpofitors have put on the

words, but fix upon that, which, lo me,

appears the moil natural. Gofpel ordinan-

ces,,
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ccs, I prefume, are the banqueting-houfe

here referred to. This fenfe feems not only to

accord with the context, but to receive ibme
additional confirmation from the remarkable

prediction the Prophet gives us of gofpel

times. " In this mountain mail the Lord
of hofts make unto all people, a feaft of fat

things, a feaft of wines on the lees, of fat

things, full of marrow, of wines on the

lees well refinedV
If we examine the records of antiquity,

we fhall find that banquets were made on

two accounts ; either to dijplay the riches and
magnificence ofthe provider, or to commemorate

fome great event.

i . Sometimes a banquet was made to dif*

play the riches and magnificence of the provider.

Hence we read of an Eaftern Prince, who
made fuch a feaft for his Nobles, as lafted

for an hundred and fourfcore days : And we
are further told, that his exprefs delign was
" to fhew the riches of his glorious kingdom,
and the honour of his excellent majeftyV
And with what view were the ordinances of

the gofpel inftituted, but to difplay the ex-

ceeding riches of God's grace, and the fu-

per-abundant treafure of his wifdom, great-

nefs, and power ? " He abounds towards

us in all wifdom and prudence, having made
known to us the myftery of his willV
The expence of this feaft he hath fupported in

the

* Ifa. xxv. 6.

—

c Eflher i. 4.

—

d Ephef. i. 8.
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will bring forth " the head-ftone with float-

ing grace; grace unto it
m ." From the ob-

ject addreiTed, we now pafs on,

II. To the ingenuous profeffion made to

him : "Thou haft been my help. This profef-

fion originates in a review of the preat love,

rich grace, and abundant mercy which God
had difplayed in his dealings with him.
He had pardoned, comforted, and fupported

him;—and while he reflects on the repeated

interpofitions of the divine hand in his be-

half, it appears an indubitable fact, that the

Lord was both his keeper and helper.

Under this head we might infift on the

manner how,—the in fiances m which, and the

feafons when God helps his people.—But,

pairing thefe by, we (hall rather touch on
the nature of this confeffion :—And we may
obferve, that it is a God-honouring and zjoul-

fupporting declaration .

1. It is a profellion which honours God-
He loves to hear his people dwell upon his

favours,— exalt hisgoodnefs, and make frefh

application to his mercy. And how could

the Pfalmift more fully honour God, than in

the review of all that goodnefs and mercy
with which he had been followed, to fay,

Thou hajt been my help ?

In this he honoured the goodnefs and mercy

of his deliverer: Thou haft been my help,

G g though
m Zech. iv. 7.
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though abfolutely unworthy, though unde-

ferving of the leaft expreffion of thy favour,

yet, O the furprifing riches of grace ! my
help hath been found in the Lord. The
generofity of a liberal mind is, in fome cafes,

difplayed to great advantage in the object of

their liberality : Thus, when a fuperior fuc-

cours the neceffities of thofe that are below
him, when there is no profpect of any return,

it is an evidence of a generous nature, and a

companionate heart.—But if the fubject of

all this kindnefs never difcover the leaft

fcnfc of gratitude or obligation,—would it

not be juft in his benefactor to (lay his hand
and deny all farther affiftance ?—Certainly

it would. But if inftead of this, notwith-

ftanding his apparent inattention and ingra-

titude, thefe favours mould be continued,

ihould be increafed, mould be aggravated by
frefli inftances of kindnefs, how would fuch

a conduct tend to illuftrate the character of
their author ? And is not this really the cafe

between God and us ? In how many inftances

hath he helped us, when our ingratitude for

pair, favours, and doubts with refpect to fu-

ture deliverances, have been fuflicient to

provoke him to flay his hand, and leave us

to confufion. O what unfruitfulnefs, in-

gratitude, unworthinefs, diflruft, oppofi-

tion, and rebellion againft the God of our
mercies. The very thought is diflreffing :

—

Ai:.d ye£ we have this day to lift up our voices,

and
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and fay, <f Hitherto the Lord hath helped

us"."—It is becaufe his companions fail not,

that we are not confumed.

As this confeflion honours the goodnefs and
mercy of God, fo likewife his wijdom and
power. Thou haft been my help, though the

cafe has often been as difficult, as the fubjecl:

was unworthy.—When hope has been ready

to expire,—when all profpecl of deliverance

hath been taken away, when nothing fhort

of infinite wifdom and almighty power could

give birth to the mercy, thou haft been my
help. Seafonably thou haft interpofed in

my behalf, and matched me as a brand from
the burning.—Frequently has thy gracious

hand broke the fnare, delivered my foul as a

bird, and led captivity captive.—David had
very large experience of God's care over

him. How often, is he brought upon the

very verge of ruin, that mercy might be
magnified, and the power of God difplayed

in his falvation ?—How does his confeffion

place the crown of honour on the head of

the Almighty ! How doth fuch a declara-

tion fink the foul in the very duft of humi-
lity ! while the fecret language of the heart

is this, *< Who is a God like unto thee,

glorious in holinefs, fearful in praifes, do-

ing wonders ° ?" " Not unto us, O Lord, not

unto us, but to thy name be the glory p ."

G g 2 2. As
11

1 Sam. vii. 12. °Exod. xv. 11. PPfalm cxv. ?.
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2. As it is a God-honouring, fo it is -a

foulfupporting coniideration. It braces up
the nerves of expectation, girds up the loins

of the mind, and enables the foul to endure,

under the greateft difcouragements, the moft

complicated trials, as feeing him that is in-

visible. The man reafons thus, Hath he

helped me in all former difficulties, and will

he fail me now ? Hath he engaged, by pror-

niife, to defend me, and will he alter the

thing that hath gone out of his lips r—Ha$
he laid the foundation of a gracious deliver-r

ance in my heart already, and mall the

building fail for want of his finishing hand ?

No -, I dare not admit fo dishonourable a

thought of him that is the God of my fafoci-

tion. Thou haft keen my help, and the re-

membrance of this gives freih ftrength to

faith, hope, and expectation.—This is the

dawn of new comfort, and a pledge of new
deliverance. " 1 will cry unto God moft
high, unto God that performeth all things

for meV—We have a remarkable inflance

of this manner of pleading in the cafe 04

Mcfs: The Lord being angry with Ifrael,

threatens to deftroy them as tranfgrerlbrs,

and raife Mofes to the greateft honour. " I

will fmite them," faith he, " with the pef~

tilence, and difinherit them, and will make
of thee a great nation, and mightier than

they."—But, unmoved with the profpecl of

fo

q PfaJm lvii. 2.
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fo great an honour;—far more concerned for

God's glory than his own, he pleads with
him in the moft effectual, I had almoft faid,

In the moft irrefiftible manner, " And Mojes
faid unto the Lord, Then the Egyptians ihall

hear it (for thou broughteft up this peo-
ple in thy might from among them) ; and
they will tell it to the inhabitants of the land :

for they have heard that thou, Lord, art

among this people, that thou, Lord, art ieen

face to face, and that thy cloud ftandeth

over them, and that thou goeft before them,
by day-time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a

pillar of fire by night. Now, if thou kill all

this people as one man, then the nations

which have heard the fame of thee, will

fpeak, faying, Becaufe the Lord was not able

to bring this people into the land which he
fware unto them, therefore he hath (lain

them in the wildernefs. And now, I be-

feech thee, let the power of my Lord be
great, according as thou haft fpoken, fay-

ing, The Lord is long-furTering, and of
great mercy, forgiving iniquity and tranf-

greflion, and by no means clearing the
guilty, vifiting the iniquity of the fathers

upon the children, unto the third and fourth

generation. Pardon, I befeech thee, the

iniquity of this people, according to the

greatnefs of thy mercy, and as thpu haft for-

given this people, from Egypt, even until

now V'—You fee he refts the whole weight
r Numb. xiv. 13— 19. Oi
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of his plea on the honour of God's power,

—

the truth of his promife,—the plenitude of

his grace,—the riches of his mercy, and the

immutability of his engagements.—In fhort,

he fetches his argument for future help,

from what they had already experienced.

There may arife objections from a real

conviction of our mifimprovement of former

favours, and unworthinefs of future help ;

but the words, now under confideration, fur-

nifh a fuitable anfvver to all fuch objections,

I am, faith the humble foul, undeferving of

help -, but was it not always fo ? I am un-

worthy of the leaft mercy that ever I re-

ceived, but I can as foon doubt my exigence

as deny this truth, that thou haft been my
help And feeing this is the cafe, I will

hope in the Lord, and patiently wait for the

Godof my fdlvation. He will hear me, he

will help me.; But we mail now proceed

to the third thing propofed, viz.

III. The fuitable petitions founded on this

two-fold confideration, viz. The help af-

forded, and the author affording it. Thefe

are two, leave me not, neitherforfake me.

1 . Leave me not, which fignifies much the

fame as the firft words in the verfe, " hide

not thy face from me :" As if he had faid,

Ceafe not to work in me, ceafe not to work

for me.
Work
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Work in me that realizing fenfe of thy
prefence, that evidence of my relation to

thee, that confidence in thy power, and that

fubmiffion to thy pleafure, which becomes
one whofe only help is in the Lord. Let
me not want the fenfe of thy favour in my
own foul, guide me with thy counfel, direcl

me by thy unerring wifdom, let thy prefence

be with me, and grant me peace. If

ftraightened without, let me experience en-

largement within ; let duty be my delight,

and work in me, both to will and to do of
thy own good pleafure.

Ceafe not to work/ir me ;—but O perfeft

that which concerneth me. Forfake not

the work of thine own hands, and prove that

thy mercy endureth for ever. Remove dif-

ficulties, fandtify croffes, enrich me by
loffes, bear me up in frefh trials, and leave

me not, O thou God of myfaIvation.
2. The other petition is, neither forfake

me : Or, Put not away thy fervant in dif-

pleafiure, as in the former part of the verfe.

By reafon of our diffidence, the Lord might
juftly hide his face from us, and deprive us

of his prefence in the ufe of gofpel ordinan-

ces ; or, for our unfruitfulnefs, he might re-

move us from thofe privileges in difpleafure.

This petition then is, in effect, a confeffion #

that it would be juft in God to forfake us

utterly. And the only reafon we have to

hope, the only ground we have to plead that

he
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he would not, is his own gracious promife,
" I will never leave thee nor forfake thee

5/'

It is then, as much as if the Royal Suppli-

ant had faid, Lord, however thou art pleafed

to chaftife me, yet do not confume me;
leave me not either to mv own counfels or

fears >*—forfake not thy charge of me, or care

concerning me. If it is good in thy fight to

keep me low, or lead me through a variety

of difficulties ; yet "caft me not away from
thy prefence, and take not thy holy fpifit

from me." In the enjoyment of thy pre-

fence, I can bear up in the abfence of every

outward comfort, but if thou withdraw I

mall be miferable under the robe of royalty,

miferable at the head of a kingdom. " O
forfake mc not :" In frefh trials, afford frefh

comforts : In new difficulties, ftep in with
new deliverances. And let me never be left

to that hell, which confifts in being cafl out

from thy prefence.

In fine, how clofely are thefe petitions

connected with the confideration of what
God had wrought for him, and was to him,
Leave me noty for thou haft been my help. A
God that we have tried, is a God that we
may truft. Paft deliverances, like the

fetting fan, illumine our horizon, and en-

courage us to hope for a return. This was
the experience of St Paul, " He who deli-

vered us from fo great a death, and doth de- \;

liver;
8 Heb. xiii. 5.
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the world for more than Jeve??teen hundred
years, but yet his grace remains inexhaufted,

From eternity it was his determination to

make known " the exceeding riches of his

grace, in his kindnefs towards us, through
jefus ChriftV Is not this, brethren, the

fubiiance of every mefiage, which the mi-
nisters of the gofpel bring to you from time

to time ? That God is fo rich in grace, fo

abundant in mercy, that, in Chrift, he can

pardon the vileft; and fo great in power,

that he can fave the weakeft. They pro-

claim the unfearchable riches of Chrift, and
ever defire, though with great imperfection,

to difplay all the fulnefs of God. O what
a banquet are iinners invited to in the go-
fpel ! What a tide of mercy is ever flowing

upon them ! We may bathe in this bound-
lefs ocean of grace, and drink thofe falutary

waters, of which whofoever drinketh (hall

thirft no more. It is the King of kings,

who hath opened this banqueting-houfe, and
difplayed his royal munificence, by furnifh-

ing it at fuch van: expence. When he gave

his Son, his fpirit, yea himfelf, did he not

prove that the riches of his treafure were in-

finite, and the largenefs of his heart incon-

ceivable ? " He that fpared not his own
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how
fhall he not with him alfo freely give us all

things
f ?" The banquet is opened, and the

I i invitation

e EpKef. ii. 7.—»~ f Rora, vili. 32.
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invitation runs, " Eat O friends, drink,

yea, drink abundantly, O belovedV Prove

the freenefs of my grace, the extent of my
mercy, and the largenefs of my love. It is

not in the nature of my riches to be exhauft-

ed by your poverty, nor mall the pfoviiion

I have made, be found infufficient to an-

fwer your wants : I will fupply them all,

" according to the riches of my glory, by

jefus ChriftV He is a great King, and

will be magnified in his provifion, and by

his gueits.

2. Banquets were fometimes intended,

as commemorations oj fome great event. Such

probably was that feaft mentioned in the

book of Daniel, which Belfhazzar made for

his lords, and which gave an opportunity to

Cyrus of taking the city by furprife. Such,

likewife, were the Purim of the Jews, and

the Saturnalia of the Romans.
Gofpel ordinances are not only expref-

five of the magnificence of Zion's Sovereign,

but alfo commemorative of the mod: im-
portant events. They are intended to bring

to the mind the boundlefs pity, the wonder-

ful fufferings, and gracious defigns of the

companionate Saviour. They preient to the

view thofe matchlefs blefiings and invaluable

privileges which flow to Tinners, through

•the death, refurrection, afcenfion, and in-

terceffion of the great Redeemer. In every

act

Song. v. 1.
h
Philip, iv. ig,
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a£t of religious worfhip we are invited to

look back to Jefus, when he fo freely under-

took our cauie, and fo faithfully performed

every engagement : When, by himfelf, he
fought our battles, vanquished our enemies,

and procured our title to the heavenly inhe-

ritance : When he brought in an everlaftin£

rightecufnefs, magnified the law, completed
the glorious work of redemption, and be-

came the author of eternal falvation to all

them that obey him : When he opened a

bleffed intercourfe between earth and heaven,

united angels and men in one family, and

furnifhed his treafury with fuch a variety

and fulnefs, as (hall be found fufficient to

fupply the whole company of his redeemed.

In all your attendance therefore upon God's

houfe, remember Jefus ; fhew forth his death

as the ground of your hope, and glory in his

falvation as your higher!: honour. Whether
you pray or praife

?
hear the word, or attend

upon ordinances of fpecial communion ; O
remember that Jefus by whom thefe ordi-

nances were inltituted, and through whom
alone they become profitable to you. It is a

great event, that you have to commemorate
in the banqueting-houfe of the great Jeho-
vah.—An event, which iecured a finking

world from falling hack into a chaos of con-

fufion.—An event, which aftoniilied all the

holts of heaven, and will fill eternity with

its glory. How much depended upon this

I i 2 great
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great event, is only fully comprehended by
the glorious inhabitants of eternity : But if

you would learn fomething of that inex-

hauftible fubjedt, upon which their ideas

are perpetually enlarging, let me give it

you in the thoughts of a modern writer.

In the crofs of Chrift, " the glory of
** the Creator was eminently difplayed, all

ie the divine perfons were gloriouily mani-
" fefted, the divine attributes magnified,
" the divine works and ways honoured j the
" earth was redeemed, hell conquered, hea-
" ven opened, the law magnified and efta-

" bliihed ; its commandments fulfilled, its

" curfe fuffered, the law was fatisfied, the
" criminal that broke it laved, and his

" tempter and accufer defeated. The head
" of the old Serpent was bruifed, his works
" deftroyed, and the principalities and
" powers of darknefs fpoiled and triumphed
u over openly. The principalities and
" powers of heaven received new matter of
" everlafting Hallelujahs, and new com-
" panions joined in them. The fallen an-
" gels loft their old fubje&s, and the blefTed
cc angels received new fellow- citizens."

What a glorious undertaking was it ! What
important events grow out of it ! May we
ever glory in the crofs of Chrift, till glori-

fied in his prefence. And in the mean-
time, while at humble diftance, and with

imperfect fervices, we attend his lower courts,

may



The fpiritual Banquet. 253

may this blefTed fubject fill our fouls with joy

and wonder.

In royal banquets they were careful to

provide good old generous wine, fuch as would
be agreeable to every tajie

>
and tend to exhila-

rate the [pints of all their guifts. Let us now
fee how thefe remarks may be applied to the

i abject in hand. And,

(1.) Did they fet before their guefb,

fuch wine as was efleemed valuable on account

of 'its age and quality? In like manner, God,
in the ordinances of the gofpel, difplays that

love which is everlaftmg, that gr ce which
was given in Chrill Jefus before the founda-

tion of the world, that eternal covenant

which is ordered in all things and fure.

This, all this, he fets before his waiting

family, to comfort and fupport them while

engaged in his fervice. That gofpel which
we preach, and you profefs to believe, is the

product of eternal wiidom and everlafting

love. It is no human device, no modern
contrivance, and not to be confined to age or

nation: No; it was preached in Paradife,

and is handed down to us in thefe diftant

ages in its origii-al purity, but with addi-

tional brightnefs. In gofpel ordinances,

the defigns, undertakings, and engagements

of the facred Three, are fet forth to view

;

and you are invited to drink at the fountain

of electing love, and enter into thofe cham-
bers, in which God has laid up all his trea-

fure.
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jiire. It is here made manifeft, that the

firft revelation of a Saviour, almoit fix thou-

fand years ago, contained all that falva-

tion afterward to be more fully revealed to

the church. What was the original pro-

rnife, but the firfc-born which came forth

from the womb of an everlafting purpofe.

Here the foul finds room to ftretch out all

her powers, and the mind is led to fee that

the thoughts of God's heart towards faved

Turners, is from everlafting to everlafting.

This is that good old generous wine which
maketh glad the heart of man.

(2.) Did they, in banquets, provide fuch

a variety as was [idled to the tajie of their nu-

merous guejts ? So in gofpel ordinances, there

is not only provifion for the whole family of

faith, but fuch provifion as is beft adapted to

the age, ftrength, and circumstances of each

in particular. The fublimefl: truths are con-

veyed under the plained: fimilitudes, and the

plaineft fet forth in the fublimeft language.

By thofe means we learn, that our God hath

provided the moil lolid fupports for the fee-

ble-minded, and fubjects iuited to employ
the human underftanding, when mod en-

larged and affifted by the fpirit of the Lord.

In (hort, he hath collected together all the

beauties of nature, and all the bleffings of

grace, that his faints may be both pleafed

and profited by the fame means, and at the

fame feafon. In what a diverfity of lights

is
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is the adorable Saviour prefented to our

view ? As the propitiation, interceffor, and

advocate of his people :—As the friend, and

brother, and hufband of his church : As the

refuge, bulwark, and fortreis of the op-

prefled ; and as the Saviour, fan&ifier, and

portion of his redeemed. Under what a

variety of offices is the bleffed Spirit alfo de~

fcribed, as uniting in, advancing and per-

fecting the fame great defign ? It is the Spirit

that convinces the guilty, comforts the for-

rowful, and confirms the wavering ; that

mortifies fin in our nature, and implants,

preferves, and perfects grace in the foul. It

is the Spirit who reveals Chrift to the under-

{landing, enables the foul to lay hold on.

him as the propitiation for fin, and to follow

hard after him in the path of holinefs, as the

complete pattern of obedience. Again, by

gofpel ordinances, what a collection of pro-

miles are fet before us ? Some fuited to thofe

who are oppreffed with guilt, fear, or cor-

ruption : others adapted to quicken the lan-

guid, fupport the feeble, or encourage thofe

that are diffident -, —all, aiming at one thing,

and yet tending, by different means, to bring

about that glorious event. Never was unity

of defign, and diverfity of means, tending

to its accomplishment, fo admirably, fo

wonderfully difplayed, as in that revelation

with which we are privileged. Here we
have pardon for the guilty, falvaticn for the

miferable,
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miferable, peace for the rebellious, joy for

the forrowful, an eternal inheritance, and a

kingdom of glory for the unworthy. The
gofpel table is richly furnifhed, the invita-

tion is unlimited, and the provifion freely dif-

penfed without money or price —Once more.

(3.) Was it the defign of thofe that made
banquets, to exhilarate the countenance of
theirfriends ? And for what end is the gofpel

and its ordinances inftituted, but that believ-

ing we may rejoice, with joy unfpeakable

and full of glory $ and that our faith and
hope may be in God ? Fellowmtp with
Chrift, is that royal banquet wherein his

followers are largely refremed, greatly fatif-

fied, and abundantly ilrengthened. They
are encouraged againft every enemy, com-
forted under every fear and trial, and their

faces made to mine with the brighter!: expec-

tations. They rejoice in pardoning mercy
and laving grace ; in the provifion made, and
the profpe&s of happinefs and honour let be-

fore them.— Rejoice in hope of the glory of
God, and in the fecurity that the covenant,

promifes, and perfections of God give them,
that they mall attain it. They rejoice in the

ftrength, the wifdom, the faithfulnefs, the

glory of God ; and fee that Jlrength engaged

to keep,—that wifdom to guide,

—

thatfaith-

fulnefs to perform all to them, and that glory

to be greatly advanced in all by them.
They rejoice in the promife and profpeel: of

a
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a complete victory over fin, Satan, the

world, and death ; as well as in that crown
of righteoufhefs, that palm of victory, that

garment of falvation, and thofe manlions of
glory which are already in the hands of
Chrift, for them, la fine, they rejoice as

they travel towards Zion, in the profpect of
being fhortly forever with the Lord. Thus
they hold on their way rejoicing, and wax:

ftronger and ftronger, till they appear perfect

in love, before the prefence of their God
in glory. From the banquet, let us pafs

on,

II. To enquire what is implied in (Thrift's

bringing the church into his banqueting-

houle.—In the general we may remark, that

hereby all the praife and honour is afcribed

to him. He, the matchlefs, the gracious

He, brought me, iinful as I was, and un-
worthy as I am ; brought me not only into

his family as a fervant, but as a friend, as a

favourite into hts banqueting-houfe ; where he
made all his goodnefs to pafs before me, and
difplayed his glory and love unto me.—But,

in particular, it holds forth,

i. That we could never have obtained

entrance of ourielves. He leads in a way
that wTe know not. It muft indeed be grant-

ed, that a perfon may ad a voluntary part,

in v/aiting upon the ordinances of God's

houfe : But though we attend there ourfelves.

K k or
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or bring our near friends or dear relations

with us, all is ineffectual till he bring the

heart into the fervice. No fpiritual advan-

tage, no faving good is enjoyed, till Chrift

take finners under his conduit, and fweetly

allure them into fellowfhip with himfelf

:

And where he leads, they fhall go in and out

and find refrefhment. O brethren, it is

fweet attending upon ordinances, when we
are under the drawings of the Father, the

conftraints of the Saviour's love, and a kind

of holy neceffity, from the Spirit, to ap-

proach the throne of grace. In fuch a fea-

fon, the world vanifhes from our view, and

we experimentally know what it is, to " have

fellowfhip with the Father, and with his

fon Jefus Chrift
1 ." Perhaps fome of you,

to whom I now addrefs myfelf, once attend-

ed under the gofpel, wholly unacquainted

with thofe bleifed influences of which we
now fpeak ; but you have fince enjoyed fuch

difcoveries, and experienced fuch pleafure as

you once knew not, nor ever could have

known, had not Chrift gracioufly vifited

you, and taken you under his condudt.

While many come and go, without being

admitted into the fecret chambers, it is your

privilege to enter into his banqueting-houfe.

and partake of his royal favours. But who
made you to differ ? Not yourfelves, not

your friends, not your parents, or minifters ;

but
1

1 John i. 3.
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"but that God, who, of his fovereign pleafure,
** hides thefe things from the wile and pru-

dent, and reveals them to babesV O
never forget how deeply you are indebted to

that Chrift, who made the proviiion and led

you to it,

2. When it is faid he brought nie into the

banqueting- houfe : Is it not alio expreffive of
his amazing condefcenfion, in taking crea-

tures fo vile and unworthy into fellowfhip

with himfelf*? When he found you, were
you not in a llate of poverty, mifery, and
ruin ? The flaves of fin, the enemies of
righteoufnefs, the children both of difobe-

dience and wrath ? Was there any thing

amiable in you to attract his notice, or ex*-

eite his regard ? Quite the reverfe : If im-
purity could be agreeable to his holinefs, or

contempt flir up his love, this might have
been the cafe; but you know it was for his

own fake, he both pitied and pardoned you.

Frequently confider then what a ftoop of
grace, what an effort of mercy, what a

ftretch of compaffion it was to take you out

of a ftate of condemnation, to bring you to

his banqueting-bouje, and honour you in it.

K k 2 How
*Matt. xi. 25.

* The admitting a perfon to a banquet of wine, feems to

have been a mark of dijiinttion a?id preference : Thus it was
efteemed by Haman, when admitted by Queen Ejlher, to the

banquet fhe had prepared. See Eilher v. 9, 10, n, 12.
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How has he {hatched you from poverty, and

brought you to plenty ? How has he changed

the deferved curie into unmerited kindnels ?

Truly blefied is the man whom the Lord
chooieth and caufeth to approach unto him,
that he may dwell in his courts ; he (hall be

fatisfied with the goodnefs of his houfe, even

of his holy temple 1

. Such may with pro-

priety adapt the poet's fong :

'Twiis the fame love that fpread the feaft,

That fweetiy forc'd us in ;

Elfe we had (till refused to tafte,

And perifh'd in our fin.

3. When the church or believer fays, He
brought me into the banqueting-hovfe, it fhews

further the kindnefs of Chrift* in railing

them above every fear and doubt, and filling

them with holy joy and heavenly peace*.

At feafons they have been ready to fink under

a variety of difcouragements, or conclude

that they had neither part nor lot in the Sa-

viour. The guilt of their paft conduct, the

corruption of nature, and the dark difpenfa-

tions of providence, have all contributed to

augment their fufpicion, that they had no
intereft

'Pfalm lxv. 4.

* The giving a perfon drink* is, among the people of the

Levant, an aiTurance of friendfhip, and that they may ]ay afide

fufpicion and diftruji : It feems to have been the fame anciently

among the jews. See the out-lines cf a ne<w commentary on Solo-

mon s Song.
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intreft in the covenant of grace. Such, for

a time, has been the painful experience of
God's dear children ; but afterwards they

have felt their fears difarmed, their faith

confirmed, and their fouls delighted. They
have found the blood of Chrift every way
efficacious to purge the confeience, and his

grace fufficient to fave to the uttermoft.

They have been fupported by him, and en-

abled to glory in him as their ftrength and
righteoufnefs. Theie divine fupports and
confolations are probably intended, by what
is faid in thejixth verfe. " His left hand is

under my head, and his right hand doth

embrace me." It now only remains that

we confider,

III. The honourable manner in which
fuch are introduced into the banqueting-

houfe. His banner over me was love. Love,

Almighty love was difplaycd. So that " as

the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, our

God rejoiceth over his church and peopleV
The intent of banners is various.

They are defigned to collect perfons to-

gether. And is it not by the preaching, and

exhibition of Chrift's dying love to loft fin-

ners, that they are converted to him, com-
forted by him, and collected into feveral

companies to feek and ferve him ? Hereby
the love of God in Chrift, is richly, is glo-

rioufly

80 Ifa. lxii. c.
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rioufly difplayed, in faving the loft, in fatif-

fying the needy. But, firs, be it your con-

cern to enquire whether this banner has ever

been fo difplayed, as to draw forth your

hearts in love to him. Have you lifted under

his ftandard, and furrendered yourfelves to

his fervice ? Have you ever felt the attract-

ing, ccnftraining, captivating effects of this

love upon your fouls ? How does the confi-

deration of the love of Chrift, manifefted in

leaving his Father's bofom, in affuming our

nature, and dying for the falvation of tin-

ners ;—How doth it draw out the foul in

grateful wonder and chearful obedience !

—

When the heart is directed into the love of

God, you rejoice to go to him, through

Chrift, as having pitied you, remembered

you,—yea, loved you, when dead in tref-*

pafles and fins.

The unfurling of banners is alfo expref-

{ive of vidiory. And where the finner is

conquered by omnipotent love, is it not

highly proper that Chrift mould difplay his

banner ! By nature our hearts are fo obdu-

rate, as to reiift every thing but the power

of ChrifVs grace : But if he condefcend to

fhed abroad his love in the heart, it ilays

corruption, difpels the darknefs of guilt and

ignorance, and brings every thought into

obedience to Chrift. This confirms the

graces of the fpirit, and eftablifhes confi-

dence. That hope (hall never be put to the

blufh,
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hlufh, which hath the promife of the hea-

venly inheritance in view, and the earnefl of

it in poffeffion. For " hope maketh not

aihamed, becaufe the love of God is fhed

abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoft,

which is given unto usV So that the ban-

ner of love fignifies, not only that Chrift

hath conquered for us, but alfo that he will

conquer in us, and reign fupreme in the

foul.

Banners are for dijlhiBion : And this en-

fign over them, mews that they are the dif-

tinguifhed fubjects of fovereign, efficacious,

difcriminating love.—They are chofen out

of the world, and feparated from it. The
divine affection is fixed upon them, and
therefore they mall be received into glory,

perfect before him in love. Love is the

caufe, and the rnanifeftation of that love the

end of all his dealings in his church.

Having loved them, he calls, juftifies, fanc-

tifies, and will glorify them. " He will

prefent it to himfelf, a glorious church,

not having fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch

thing, but holy and without blemim V
On the whole. If fuch be the privilege

of God's favourites, then how are thought-

lefs finners to be pitied ? A deceived heart

hath turned them afide, they feed upon
allies, and are rufhing upon deftrudlion.

Chrift and his fulnefs are fet before ycu in

the

*Rom, v. 5* ° Ephef. v. 27.
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the gofpel : But do not many remain entire

ltrangers to that joy, peace, and fellowfhip,

which his true followers enjoy through be-

lieving ?—You hear him defcribed as a Sa-

viour ; but what know you of his falvation ?

As the gift of God; but you have never cor-

dialy received him as fuch :—As the bread of

life; yet you never fed upon him:—As the

righteoufnefs of his people ; but you have

never yet put him on. Let me befeech

you to confider both your ftate and danger.

You know no more of chriftianity than the

name, nor of godlinefs than the form. •

You purfue happinefs, but are under the con-

duel of a bad guide. Unlefs Chrifi lead you,

you will die as you live, flrangers to his un-

fearchable riches ;—flrangers to the provi-

fion of his houfe ;—ftrangers to that happi-

nefs and honour, which are the fruits of

believing. May he make you feniible of

your need, and willing to follow him for a

fupply. Willing to go to him for wifdom,
righteoufnefs, fanclincation, and redemp-
tion;—willing to part with all for his fake,

and to receive him as the All that you can

need. In fhort, willing to attend to, and

comply with the invitation of him that fays,

"It any man thirfl let him come to me and

drink p ."

Again. 'Such of you as have been brought

into this banqueting-boufe9 what cauie have

you
<° John vii. 37,
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you to be thankful for the privilege ? What
reafon to be humbled, on account of the

fmall improvement you have made of it ?

Frequently remember how the Lord has

been pleafed to honour you, and as frequent-

ly make it your inquiry, " what (hall I ren-

der to the Lord for all his benefits?"

And while you feel your hearts glow with

increaiing gratitude for pre! en t enjoy-

ments, endeavour to anticipate the disco-

veries of that bleiled day, when the work
of falvation (hall be brought to maturity. O
what a glorious fhout of victory (hall be

heard ! When all the ranfomed of the Lord
mall be gathered together, and, under the

banner of eternal love, be introduced to the

banquet in heaven.—When Abraham^ with

all his fons and daughters, mall tune their

fongs to the common Author of their bliis

!

When the glories of the Redeemer (hall be

unveiled,—the counfels of eternity be ripen-

ed,—the myfteries of providence unfolded,

and the honours of the Lord be exalted !
—

Glorious feafon !—When the fulnefs of God
will be the. feaft, and his glory the ceafelefs

fubject of their meditation !
-" But eye hath

not iccn, nor ear heard, neither hath it en-

tered into the heart of man to conceive,

what he hath prepared for them that love

himV—Suffice it to fay, there God will be

L 1 alj

* 1 Cor. ii. £.
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all in all : There, all his faints will be eter-

nally happy with him.

His throne their centre^ and his fmile their crown.

That it may be our blefled privilege to en-

large that circle, and partake of that fmile,

through an endlefs eternity, may God of

his abundant mercy grant, for ChrifYs

fake. Amen.

SERMON



SERMON XII.

God's Word the beft Companion:

Or, The Duty of Parents and

Children with refped to the Scrip-

ture,

PROVERBS vi. 22.

When thou goeft, it Jhall lead thee ; when thou

Jleepejiy it jhall keep thee ; and when thou

awakejl, it fiall talk with thee.

AS travellers paffing through a dreary

wildernefs, we need a guide; as

Grangers in an enemy's country, we require

a guard ; and as thofe who may expert to

meet with many trials and difficulties, we

require both a counfellor and' comforter.

The words now read, refer us to a fubjed:

every way adapted to anfwer thefe ends;

every way fuited to our ftate and condition.

Here we have a wife guide, a ftrong guard,

and a faithful friend recommended to us;

one that will lead us into truth, defend us

from danger, and fuccour us in the hour of

L 1 2 temptation.
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temptation. And in order to claim our at-

tention, we may remark, that this recom-

mendation is given by Solomon, one of the

greateft of earthly kings, and the wifefl of

mortals; one who fought his knowledge

from above, and was directed by the fpirit

of wifdom, to pen thofe facred morals as a

rule for our conduct and converfation. This

manner of intruding by proverbs, was

much ufed amongft the ancients. Great

truths were couched in few words ; that

they might be ibon repeated, and not eafily

forgot. Solomon is faid to have fpoke three

tboiifand of them ; but thofe handed down to

us in this book, contain fufficient rules for

every ftation in life -, for fovereigns and fub-

je&s, matters and fervants, high and low,

parents and children, buyer and feller.

And the diligent perufal of thofe facred pre-

cepts, will conduce more to inform the

mind, and improve the life, than the gene-

rality of publications, which are but too

eagerly fought after by young and old, in

this degenerate age.

It is generally fuppofed that this book
was compofed by King Solomon, for the ad-

vantage of his fon Reboboamy as a guard to

him againil fin, and as a guide in the path

of duty. And indeed it holds forth found

divinity as well as good morality. The
grace of Chrift is iet forth in the latter part

of the Jirji chapter, and the glory of Chrift,

in
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in his perfon and office, in the eighth and
ninth chapters. —Upon this foundation he

raifes a beautiful fuperftru&ure of morality.

It is the grace of Chrift alone which refines^

polifhes, and makes us living {tones, fit to

compofe the fair temple of hoiineis. Solomon
„

like a wife mafter- builder, lays Chrift as the

foundation ; and if we would have the build-

ing to ftand, we muft imitate his example:
Minifters in their preaching, and the people

in their practice. If we are ftrangers to the

grace of Chrift, as the principle, and the

glory of Chrift, as the end of our obedience,

all our morality will be but like fruit upon

a broken branch, which though it hang up-

on the tree, yet being deprived of fap, is

fliriveled and good for nothing : It is both

difpleafing to the eye, and a difgrace to the

root which bears it. O my brethren, keep

a fteady eye upon the Lord Chrift, in all you
do. View his life, as the example, his

death, as the conftraining argument to all

acceptable obedience * :
" And whatfoeyer

ye do, in wprd or deed, do all in the name
of the Lord Jefus

a," i. e. do it as thofe that

belong to him, depend on him, receive

from his fulnefs, and aim at his glory.

The

>0 thou bleedino- Love !

Thou maker of nev) morals to mankind!

The grand morality is love of Thee.

*Col. Hi. 17.
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The five firft verfes of fchis chapter con-
tain a very necefiary caution againft entering

into furetyfhip with Grangers, which, in the

event, has often proved a diftrefs to indivi-

duals, and the ruin of whole families. He
then proceeds to guard againft indolence,

which is not more prejudicial to bodily

health, than it is inconfiftent with real re-

ligion :—It tends to impair ftrength, prevent

ufefulnefs in fociety, and to incapacitate the

foul for thofe fpiritual fervices which the

Lord requires.—From this, he pafles on to

defcribe the vile character, and final confu-

fion of the malicious and wicked man :

" Frowardnefs is in his heart, he devifeth

mifchief continually, he foweth difcord.

Therefore mall his calamity come fuddenly

;

fuddenly (hall he be broken, without re-

medy. He then enumerates /even things

which are peculiarly difpleaiing to the Al-
mighty, a proud heart,—lying lips,—defiled

hands,—wicked imaginations,—-alacrity in

doing mifchief,—perjury,—and fowing dif-

cord amongft brethren. Pride is placed in

the front, as it is the root of all fin, and an

ingredient in every fin. Then he calls upon
his fon Re/joioam, and in him, upon all

that have been privileged with a religious

education, to attend to the counfel of thofe

who endeavoured to bring them up " in the

nurture and admonition of the LordV*
The

b Ephef. vi. 4.
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The text may be confidered both as the

living and dying charge of the godly parent.

My fon keep thy father s commandment> and
jorfike not the law of thy mother. Bind them

continually upon thine heart, and tie them about

thy neck. When thou goeft, it foalI lead thee ;

when thou Jleepejl, it jhall keep thee ; and when
thou awakejl, it Jhall talk with thee. In this

difcourfe we fhall,

I. Confider the fubjecl, to which this

promife refers. When thou goejl, it

JJjall lead thee.

II. Open the feveral branches of the pro-

mife, in the order here defcribed.

I. In order to determine the fubjecl: to

which this promife relates, we muft have re-

courfe to the preceding and fubfequent con-

text. In the preceding verfes it is called

the commandment of ourfather and the law of
our mother ; not I apprehend any injunction

impofed by them, but that commandy that

law which they received from God, as a rule

both for their conduct, and our inftru&ion.

So that it means, that eternal rule of duty,

that revelation of grace and mercy which is

contained in the facred fcriptures. That the

revelation of God is defigned by thefe phra-

fes, is very evident from the reafon annexed to

the words of the text : " For the command-
ment is a lamp; and the law is light; and

reproofs
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reproofs of inftruction are the ways of lifeV
In perfect unifon with this, David, fpeaking

of the revelation of God to the church, fays,

" Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light

unto my path
d :" Sufficient for all feafons,

by night to guide, by day to comfort : Suf-

ficient to lead me through every difficulty,

and enrich me with every confolation.—This
fhall inform the judgment, warm the heart,

and both influence and adorn the conduct.

—

By the law and commandment here men-
tioned, we are not to confine our view to

the moral law ; for that would be to con-

tract the fubjeft, more than was defigned by
the Holy Ghoft. Jt means the whole of that

revelation with which the church is furnim-

ed, in any age; and with refpefl: to us, it

comprehends the whole Bible, confirming of

precepts and promifes. I might advert to

many fcripture references, in confirmation

of the fenfe now given to the words ; but the

context is fo very plain, that other proof

feems every way unnecefTary. I fhall there-

fore, under this head, only addrefs myfelf to

profeffing parents,—and to the children of

fuch.

1. To you profefibrs who are intrufled

with the charge of children ; here fee your
duty, and take the rule for the 'education,

and inflruction of your dear poflerity. If

you would bring them up in the nurture and

admonition

*Prov. vi. 23.—''Pfalm cxix. 105.
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admonition of the Lord !—If you would fee

them holy here, or meet them in happinefs

hereafter; frequently confult, explain, and

endeavour to conduct both yourfelves and
them, according to the unerring rule of

God's word. To the law and to the testi-

mony.—Read it in their ears, familiarize it

to their mind, and feek to imprefs it on their

hearts. Remember they are born for an

eternity of exiftence,—have immortal fouls

as well as dying bodies ; and while nature

teaches you to provide for the one, furcly

grace will powerfully conftrain you to be

concerned for the other You that are pa-

rents, unite all your influence in this great

and important duty, fathers with all your

authority, and mothers, (for think not that

you are excepted) with all your tenclernefs

recommend the word and ways of God unto

them. Abraham commanded his children

after him, Solomon did the fame ; and every

godly parent will defire to imitate both ; but

if parents pay no attention to this important

charge, no wonder that their children

" perifh for lack of knowledgeV— Endea-

vour then to inftrucl: your dear pofterity in

the great effentials of chriflianity :—Train

them up in a reverential awe of the divine

majefty,—of his prefence, knowledge, and

obfervation. —-Tell them of their fall in

^te,—their depravity in confequence of

M m it,

*Hofea iv. 6
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it,—the evil nature, the direful confequeri-

ces, and deftructive tendency of fin. Tell

them of the bleffed remedy provided, by a

gracious God, in the Son of his love;

urge them to conlider their danger, to accept

the Saviour, and flee from the wrath to

come.—Exhort, invite, entreat them with
all the tendernefs and affection you are pof-

feffed of. Improve all the intereft you
have in their affections and dutiful regard, to

bring them to God and Cbriit. " Travail

over them again in birth, till you fee Chrift,

the hope of glory, formed in their hearts V
Begin with them early,—pray with them
frequently;—and feek not only to imprefs

their memories with the form of doctrine,

but as the understanding opens gradually,

let their minds be well inftructed in the im-
portance and connection of thofe bleffed

truths they have already learned. Thus by
training up children in the way they mould
go, they will not lb eaiily be impofed on by
error, or Hide into the grofs practice of fin

when they are advanced in years g
. Speak

to them frequently about the things that

concern their everlafting peace:—Be faith-

ful, tender, and folemn in your addrefs to

them :—Line upon line, and precept upon
precept. " Thou malt teach them diligent-

ly unto thy children, and fhalt talk of

them when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and

when
f Gal. iv. 19.— 'Prov. xxii. 6.
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when thou walkeft by the way, and when
thou lieft down, and when thou rifefl up \"

Bear with their dulnefs, and guard againft

impatience. The gardener's view in water-

ing his plants is not meerly to wet the

furface, hut that the drops may gradually

fink to the root.—The Ihepherd confiders

the flate of his flock, and drives them gently

as they are able to bear it. And the instruc-

tor in human fciences, gives precept upon
precept, line upon line, and opens his de-

fign by little and little.---Prudence and per-

feverance are neceffary, if you wifli to fuc-

ceed in this important undertaking. In

fhort, we muft look to heaven both for di-

redtion and fuccefs, and if any man experi-

ence the need of wifdom to bring up his

family in the ways of truth, peace, and ho-
linefs, " let him a/k of that God, who
giveth liberally and upbraideth not

1/'

But, O ! how does all this reprove thofe

families where the wrord of God is almoft, if

not altogether neglected. Sirs, children are

your prefent charge, take heed left your in-

attention to their fouls, at laft prove your

condemnation. Hold forth the word of

God as the rule of your conduct, and as the

Command you would lay upon your chil-

dren :— In fo doing, when called to die, you

may addrefs them in the words of So/omon,

My fon, keep thy father s commandment, and

M m 2 forfake
h Deut. vi. 7. * James i. 5.
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forfakc not the law of thy mother, bind them

continually upon thine hearty and tie them

about thy neck. When thou goe/t, it /hall lead

thee9 &c,

This alio reproves fuch parents who are at

no coil: or pains to have their children taught

to read the fcriptures : —And may, at the

fame time, point out a path of duty to thofe

that are in affluence, viz. to affift the poor in

this refpect. 1 here is fcarce a more ufeful

way of (hewing a charitable difpofition than

this, of educating the children of the poor.

This is indeed to ufe the key of knowledge to

advantage, by opening to others the door to

ufefulnefs and happinefs.

2. To you, the children of profefling pa-

rents, I am next to addrefs myielf. My
young friends, your advantages have been

greater than manv, but what effect have all

the prayers and tears, the inftructions and

admonitions of parents had upon you ?

When you take the Bible in your hands, do
you efteem it a peculiar privilege, that

therein you can at once read the will of

God, and the command of your dear pa-

rents, fome of whom are, perhaps, now in

their graves I O confider the bleffed Bible

as God's word, your Jathers command, and
your mother s law: And remember, that if

you are not converted by it,—influenced by
it in your faith and conduct, that at laft

God, and father, and mother, will rife up
in
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in judgment againft you. If then you
would take heed to your way, your fteps

muft be ordered according to this word.—

.

Study it clofely,— pray over it frequently,—

»

and look to God for grace, that you may
live upon thofe truths, be fupported by
thole promifes, and influenced by thofe pre-

cepts which were the glory of your dear pa-

rents. Bind them continually upon thine

heart, and tie them about thy neck- Beware of

flighting or fpeaking irreverently of thofe

dodrines which were the very life, comfort,

and fupport of your parents' faith and confi-

dence.—-And be not inattentive to thole fa-

cred precepts, which they efteemed more
than their neceffary food : and an attention

to which conitituted the farighteft ornaments

of their lives. Some of them, though

dead, yet fpeak to you, every time you read

the oracles of God.
Thus having proved that the fubjecl:, to

which this promife relates, is the word of

God, I pafs on,

II. To confider the promife itfelf, in the

feverai branches as here laid down. When
thougoejt, it pall lead thee ; when thoujleepejl,

it [hall keep thee; and when thou awakejl, it

Jhail talk with thee.—The promife you fee

confiits of three parts.

1 . IVhen thou goe/l 9 it ftjall lead thee —>
The path in which we walk, is lurrounded

with
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with many dangers, the journey in which we
are engaged is in its confequences of vaft, of

eternal importance; we are expofed to difficul-

ties both from error andJin, but this part of the

promife contains a fure prefervative from both.

It Jhall lead thee into the mind of God, by dif~

tinguifhing truth from error; and into the

will of God, by diftinguifhing duty from fin.

(i.) It (hall lead thee into the mind of

God, by diftinguifhing truth from error.

This is the defign of God in the whole fcrip-

ture :
" All fcripture is given by infpiration

of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for

reproof, for correction, for inftrudtion in

righteoufnefsV To the fame purpofe

fpeaks the Pfalmift, "The ftatutes of the

Lord are right, rejoicing the heart : the com-
mandment of the Lord is pure, enlighten-

ing the eyes
1 ." What is the Bible, but

the treafure of eternal truth unfealed ? The
mind of God himfelf, tranferibed with his

own hand :—And the inexhauftible riches of

mercy, held forth to poor finners,—One of

the ancients might well call it, '* the library

of the Holy Ghoft, the circle of all divine

fcience, the wifdom of the crofs, and the

cubit of the fanctuary." O value your

Bibles, as that bleffed volume which is indit-

ed by infinite wifdom, ftamped with infinite

authority, abounds with difcoveries of infi-

nite importance, difplays the riches of in-

infinite

k 2 Tim. iii. 16. ipfalm xix. S.
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finite love, and proclaims, and prepares for,

the infinite joys of the heavenly ftate.— What
important difcoveries does this lay before us !

Discoveries of man's mifery, of God's mer-

cy, and of free, rich, everlafting falvation

by Chrift alone :— Difcoveries which pro-

phets, the fervants, and kings, the reprefen-

tative of the Lord, defired to fee, but were

not privileged with the profpec"t :—Difco-

veries which evidence the depths of the di-

vine fovereignty, and relate to the everlaft-

ing falvation of the fons of men :—Difco-

veries of the rich, free, and fuperabounding

grace of God in Chrift -.—Difcoveries of a

free, full, and perpetual pardon : Dif-

coveries of ftrength in Chrift, and help

through him, to fupport the foul in the way
of duty, and encourage it in the fpiritual

warfare :—Difcoveries of prophecies fulfilled,

promifes confirmed, and the perfections of

God engaged, to make us both holy and

happy :—Difcoveries of an immutable in-

heritance, an everlafting kingdom, an eter-

nal reft, and all the glorious treafures and

enjoyments of the heavenly ftate. In fhort,

the Bible informs us of the only confident

way in which God can be juft and juftify the

ungodly :—The way in which Satan (hall be

bruifed, and iinners faved. Every doctrine

which relates to God's honour,—to Chrift's

peribn and glory,

—

to man's duty, intereft, or

falvation, is here laid down, in the mofc
full.
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full, plain, and confpicuous manner. Bre-*

thren, fet an high value upon your Bibles,—

-

read them frequently,—confult them in every

difficult cafe,—receive what they deliver,—

fubmit to what they require,—yield your

underftandings to be guided by this rule,

and build your faith on this foundation.—
Thus when thou goeft, it jhali lead thee.

(2.) It fhall alio lead thee into the will of

God, by diftinguifhing fin from duty.

—

" It

teacheth to deny ungodlinefs and worldly

lufrs, as well as to live foberly, righteoufly,

and godly in the world m
:" And fuch as con-

fult it with prayer and diligence, fhall have

direction in all things ; (hall hear, as it were,

a voice behind them, faying, " This is the

way, walk ye in it"."—In this perfect map
we find the path of duty to be the way of

holinefs ; and it is marked out with fuch

precifion and exactnefs, that " the way-far-

ing man, though a fool, fhall not err

therein ." Here the will of God is fully

exprefled as to particular duties; and the

whole fummed up in this one fentence, " Be
ye holy, for I the Lord your God, am
holyV The Royal Pfalmift hid this word
in his heart, that he might not fin againfl

God q
. Here we find direction what to

do, and what to avoid :
" By them is thy

iervant warned, and in keeping of them there

is

m Titus ii. 12. n
Ifa. xxx. 21. ° Ifa. xxxv. 8.—

*

PLevit. xix, 2.—^ Pfalm cxix. 11.
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iS great reward r ." Such have the reward of a
good confcience towards God,—the reward

of folid and internal peace, the reward of
great and fpiritual rnanifeflations,—the re-

ward of intimate communion with Chrift.

—

They that know Chrift: will love him, and
they that love him will ferve him, and keep
his commandments. " He that in thefe

things ferveth Chrift, is acceptable to God,
and approved of men*."

2. The second part of the promife is,

TVhen thou Jleepcji, it Jhall keep thee. While
we are in this ftate of imperfection, we need

fleep for the refreshment of the animal

frame, and during our repofe, we are liable

to many dangers, yea, to death ilfelf. Our
beds may prove our graves, and fleep the

anti-chamber to the manfions of the dead.

—

But fuch as revere the word of God, and
are interefted in the promifes thereof, mall

be kept. " It (hall be well with them that

fear God, that fear before hith'%'** It Jfjail

keep thee. This may have refpeel either to

the Jlate of a good man's foul, or theframe
of his mind.

(1.) May it not refer to the ftate of his

foul?—His laft work before he retires to his

bed, yea, and even while fleep fpreads the

veil over the organs of fenfe, is to commit
hi* foul into the hands of God as a faithful

^Creator ; in confidence that he is able to

N n keep

'Pfalmxix. 11.—«*Rom. xiv. 18.—'Ecclef. viii. 12.
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keep that which he commits to his care.

Indeed there is no particular promife which
infures the natural life of the righteous,

more than the wicked : Fire may confume
both him and his habitation, or difeafe

make a fudden feparation between him and
every earthly connection $ but as to his ftate,

whether he fleep or wake, or " live or die,

he is the Lord'sV He refts fecure under

the canopy of this promife, u Thou wilt

keep him in perfect peace, whofe mind is

flayed on thee : becaufe he trufteth in thee
w ."

And fhould he fleep the fleep of death, even

death would be gain to him. Not fo the

wicked :—He lies down under the curfe of

God j fleeps upon the very precipice of dam-
nation ; and if he awake no more, is undone
for ever.—The one refts upon a bed of pro-

mifes, and upon the grace and veracity of

God to fulfil them ;—The other lies expoled

to all the miferies of hell, and the difplea-

fure of the Almighty, which will render

thofe miferies perpetual.—Thus the word of

God may be faid to keep thofe, who live in

friendfhip with the Deity.

(2.) This phrafe, when thou jleepeji, it

Jhall keep thee, may alfo refer to the frame of
the mind. Solomon, fpeaking of the man
who is ferioufly and diligently engaged in

fearch after faving knowledge, fays, " When
thou lieft down thou fhalt not be afraid

:

yea,

u Rom. xiv. $.—

—

w
Ifa. xxvi. 3.
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yea, thou (halt lie down, and thy fleep fhall

be Tweet*." It will generally be found that

the niore we'converfe with the word of God,
by feriQUs meditation in our waking-hours,

the more we ftiall be preferved from vain

and wicked invaginations in our fleeping

monients.-—The mind is ever active, and

frequently purfues that fubjec~t with the

greatM eafe, which engaged our attention,

befdrg fatigue overpowered the body, and

funk it into a ftate of inactivity and ftupor.

—

How far the agency of feparate and immate-
rial Beings may influence the imagination ir>

fleep, I prefume not to fay : but both fcrip-

turq and common experience furnifli ex-

amples of the advantages of daily meditation.

If then you would enjoy much of that fpiri-

tual mind, which is life and peace, next to

a proper dependence on the bleffed Spirit,

as the author of all good in fallen man, I

would exhort you to begin and clofe every

day with meditation upon fome portion of

fcripture. Thus, while thou wakejl, it jh 11

injlruB thee-, and when t&ou JJeepe/t, it frail

keep thee

3. The third and lajl branch of the

promife is, When thou awakeji, it fliall talk

with thee. When the Gofpei was firft carried

amongft the Indians, and they were inform-

ed that the Bible was the word of the great

God, and that God fpake in it to his crea-

N n 2 tures

;

x Prov. iii. 24.
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tares ; iome of them taking the opportunity,

placed their ear to it with the greatefl atten-

tion, as if they expected to hear fome oracu-

lar found from it : This was indeed an

evidence of their ignorance : But from it,

let us learn this wifdom, every morning and
evening to apply the eye, the ear, the heart to

God's word; that fo we may hear what God
the Lord will fay unto us.

—

<( Search the

fcriptures, for in them ye have eternal life
y
:?

The revelation of it, the promife of it, the

employments of it, and the way to it.

—

They

iejhfy of Chnjl, of his perfon, grace, fuffer-

ings, willingnefs, and ability to fave.—

-

Read the fcriptures diligently, reverence the

authority, adore the grace, and receive the

meffage of the great God fpeaking to you
therein.

—

" See that you refufe not him that

fpeaketh ;"—but take the feveral parts of it

as addrefled to yourfelves in particular, each

prefaced with this folemn fentence, Thus

faith the Lord, The fcriptures are the

will, the voice, the oracles of God :—The
trumpet of truth, and the whifper of love :

They contain the mod curious, ufeful, and
important fubjefis. The great Dr. Owen
obferves, " They contain the whole counfel
" of God, concerning his own glory and
" worfliip; our faith, obedience, and falva-

" tion ; every parcel of it hath in it fuch a

" depth of truth, as cannot by us be perfecl-
- " ly

y John v. 39.
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" !y fearched into.—There are wonderful

*{ things in the word, if God be pleafed to

*' give us light to fee it. It is like a cabincj:

" of jewels, that when you pull out one
" box or drawer and fearch into it, you find

" it full; pull out anpther, it is full; and
" when you think you have pulled out all,

ff yet ftill there are fome fecret. receifes in the

" cabinet, that if you fearch further, you
cc will find more."--—If then there be fuch

a bleffed fulnefs in the fcriptures, read them
conflantly, and tvery morning admit them
to audience. When thou awakejl, it flmll

talk with thee. Qod fpeaks to us in his

word both with authority and familiarity :—
\

flerein he delivers himfelf,

As a Sovereign to his fubjee"te,

As a Majler to his fervants, and

As a Father to his children.

(1.) As a Sovereign to his fubjecls.—

—

The Bible is his book of ftatutes :—Here he

claims our obedience, and particularizes

wherein it con fids,—the fervice he requires

of us is rqafonable, and ciofely connected

with our own advantage. We are under

law unto God, but it is a law of liberty, a

law of love. A law, which connects happi-

pinefs with holinefs, and the dignity of

man with his duty: — A law, which has his

fovereignty for the ground of it, and our

good for its end. The only reafon for his

orders,
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orders, is, I am the Lord; and his end
therein is, to recommend, enforce, and ad-

vance holinefs.—Surely that can never be an

hard requirement, which confifts in being

made like himfelf.^The great Sovereign

Lord of all, by his word requires faith in

his Son,—and obedience to his orders:—

-

€< This is his commandment, that we (liould

believe on the name of his Son Jefus

ChriftV' " and this is the will of God,
even your fan edification \"

(2.) In the word, God fpeaks to us as

a Majler to his fervants, informing us of the

bufinefs that he requires from us that day,

and alfo relating how he will have it done,

viz.—with an eye to his glory, with a re-

gard to the rule, and with a dependence up-

on himfelf, for wifdom and grace to perform

it. And therefore as the eyes of a fervant

are to the hands of his mafter, {o fhould our

eyes be unto the Lord for direction in the

way of duty, and affiftance for the perfor-

mance of it.

(3.) In his word, God alfo fpeaks to us

as a Father to his children. With what
tendernefs and affection does he condefcend

to invite us to duty, and warn us againft

fin ? " O do not that thing which my
foul hateth." Herein he informs us that

even chaftifements are from love, and that

the

* 1 John iii. 23. a
I Theft*, iv. 3.
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the moft folemn requirements are but fo

many expreflions of his tendernefs :—So that

while we are called to follow him, it is as

" his dear children
b ." In him authority and

affeftion are united, and almoft every page

of his word contains a frefh evidence of his

love, pity, and care towards his dear children.

On the whole. Seeing the promife is

When thou goeft, it Jhall lead thee, brethren,

permit me to enquire how your experience

correfponds with it.—Have you ever been

led by this word ?—Led to fee fin exceeding

linful,—your fituation as tranfgreflbrs againft

God's law, exceeding awful, and, that

without peace with God, your eternal mifery

mull exceed all conception ? Have you
been convinced that you can do nothing,

either in whole, or in part, in order to peace ?

That you can only cry for mercy, and plead

the grace of God difplayed towards finners

in Chrift ? Have you been led to fee that

the blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all fin
c
,

—

that he has brought in everlafting righteouf-

nefs
d
,—and is able to fave to the uttermoft,

all that come unto God by him c
?—Have

you heard this word fpeaking, as to you in

particular ? Speaking conviction, or com-
fort; and are you led by it to hate every

falfe way, and to follow after righteoufnefs,

peace,

b Ephef. v. 1.
c

i John i. 7,-—

»

J Dan. ix. 24.
e
Heb. vii. 25.
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peace, and conformity to the will of God,
and image of Jefus ? Examine, Sirs, whe-
ther you be in the faith and favour of God.
" And as many as walk according to this

rule, peace be unto them, and mercy, and
upon the whole Ifrael of God f

, even

fo. Amen.

SERMON

f GaL vi. 1 6.



SERMON XIII.

The Objeci and Nature of Faith.

JOHN fc. 3J .

Doft thou believe on the Son of God ?

TH E chapter from which thefe words
are taken, contains an account of a

remarkable cure, wrought upon the man
that was born blind. A fpedracle truly

mournful i Deprived of all that pleafure

which arifes from an acquaintance with
vifible objects ; unable to engage in fuch life-

ful labours as might yield him an honourable

fupport; to increafe the diftrefs, his parents

being in fuch circumftances as rendered them
incapable to fupply his neceflary wants ; he is

reduced to the painful expedient of begging

his bread, and, by a moving kind of oratory,

to excite the pity of thofe that palled

by.

In this iituation the Saviour finds him,

—

Probably many had that day turned a deaf

ear to his complaint, and pafied on without

O o either
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either being affected with companion, or

yielding him relief. But now the happy
moment arrives, when he is both heard and
regarded.—The windows of the body fly

open at the Redeemer's command, and give

entrance to the beams of day. All things

are become new* and he is fent to obtain

the perfection of the cure, and to ftand forth

as a faithful witnefs of the power of his gra-

cious deliverer.

The queftion propofed by the difciples

in the Jecond verfe, as well as the reproach

caft upon the man by the Pharifees, in the

thirty-fourth, have led fome to conclude

that the Jews maintained the doctrine of

Phytbagoras, concerning the transmigra-

tion of fouls : But I am rather inclined to

think, with Dr. Lightfoot, that thefe expref-

iions refer to fome fins, which they fuppofed

to have been committed previous to his

birth, either by the infant, or by the pa-

rents during the mother's pregnancy.

Hence they afcribed all deformities or grie-

vous maladies, in new-born children, to

fome defect in the obfervation of the tradi-

tions of their elders.—But not to dwell upon

this.

The evidence of the cure is vifible to all \

the tidings of it fpread wider and wider :—
At laft the man is brought before the Sati-

bedrim. Pie is examined, and crofs- exa tinn-

ed ; intreated, and threatened, in order either

to
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1

to make him vary in his evidence of the

fad, or ftagger his confidence in the righte-

oufnefs of his deliverer. However, he boldly

perfeveres in a Ample narrative, which con-

founds all the iophiftry of his brow-beating
judges. The miracle was doubtlefs an evi-

dence of divine power ; but the feafon in

which it was performed, according to their

traditions, was a breach of the iabbath.

The difficulty refulting from this, was not

eafily to be furmounted. However, fo great

was their regard to their own fuperftitions,

that they finally refolve, rather to deny the

work of God, than give up the commands
of men : And, to conclude all? they pro-

nounce the Saviour a finner; and the witnefs,

as a poor ignorant fellow, and vile blafphe-

mer, is excommunicated from the Syna-

gogue, and thruft out of their aiTembly.

The tidings of fuch arbitrary proceedings

foon reach the ears of Jefus : He feeks, and
finds him. On which the queftion now
before us is propofed to him. In Ch rift's

conduct towards this man, we fee how ready

he is to fuccour his friends in all their

trials -> and in the queftion, how deiirous he
is to teach them. "He well knew how this

poor creature was expofed to temptation

and reproach, in his prefent circumstances

;

but he feeks him, in order to encourage

him. He knew alfo the ftate and frame of

O o 2 his
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his foul, yet enquires of him, whether he be-

lieved on the Son of God.

In this man we fee that there may be

true grace, where there is much darknefs in

the underftanding ; but where there is grace

in the principle, it mall be brought out into

action. I have no doubt but he was accept-

ed with God at this very feafon, even before

he ads faith in a formal manner : For faith

is a living act ; but as the caufe muft be pre-

vious to the effect, fo the perfon muft be

quickened before he believes.—This man's

heart was made good by regeneration ; and

therefore as foon as Chrift fows the feed of

heavenly doctrine, it takes root downwards,

and brings forth fruit in a holy profeffion

and practice.—-Jefus laid to him, Dofl thou

believe on the Son of God? In difcourfing

on thefe words, it mall be our endea-

vour,

I. To lay before you what is included in

the queftion. And,

II. To mention fome marks, or evidences

of true faith, whereby you may be

helped to judge of your ftate, and re-

turn an anfwer to this interrogation.

I. The queftion evidently contains two
things which merit our particular attention,

viz. the objeB of faith, and the nature of

it. The Object, is the Son of God*— The
Nature
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Nature of it, a believing on him. Thefe in

their order.

1 . The Qbjeff of faith is here fet forth as

the Son of Cod. This is a title which it be-

comes us particularly to examine. It is

very neceffary to underftand what is meant
by it, feeing our believing or not believing

on Chrift, as the Son of' God, is, throughout

the whole New Teftament, reprefented as

that cardinal point, on which the happinefs

or mifery of ail the hearprs of the gofpel de-

pends. That this is the cafe, is plain from

John iii. 18, and many other places: There

it is faid, " He that believeth on the Son
hath everlajling life : and he that believeth

not on the Son (hall not fee life; but the

•wrath of God abideth on him."

Various reafons are aiiigned by di-

vines, why he is called the San of God. The
mod common amongft the orthodox is,

that it is defcriptive . of the Father's com-
municating the divine nature; or, according

to others, divine perfonality, to him, who
afterwards appeared in our world as the Sa-

viour. This myfterious fentiment has com-
monly been held forth, under the well-

known phrafe of the eternal generation of

the Son. Much time and Labour has been

employed to enquire into, and explain the

nature of, this doctrine : And, without pre-

judice, I may add, that many of their en-

quires have been as fruitlefs, as the images

made
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made ufe of to explain the doctrine, have

tended to confound the fubjedt. Definir

.tions, diilin<ftipn.s, metaphors, and fimilies

have been made ufe of: But after all, it

is at leaft very difficult to juftify the

divine wifdom in fixing upon fo abftrufe a

doctrine, as the turning point of a finner's

filvation : A doctrine which, in this view,

feems to have little, if any connexion at all

with falvation.

The fcripture lays it down in the plained:

manner, that " there are Three which bear

record in heaven, the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghoft ; and thefe three are

oneV Thefe Three have every mark of
diftincl perfonality afcribed to them. They
are feverally reprefented as engaged in the

grand, and no lefs gracious, (Economy of
man's falvation. But feeing God is infinite,

and we can never trace him out to perfec-

tion, is it not furprifing that any mould
fuppoie, that a belief of the modus of their

perfonal fubfiftance (which I apprehend is

as much beyond angelic conception as hu-
man defcription ;) I fay, is it not amazing
that any fhould maintain, that God has made
the belief of this the grand article of a fin-

ner's falvation ? Can we wonder, that they

who deny the proper divinity both of the

Word and Spirit, mould greatly triumph
amidft all this metaphyfical jargon, and fe-

cretly

a
i John v. y.
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cretly attempt to fap the very foundation of

the moft important doctrines ?

As to the doctrine of a plurality of per-

fons in the Godhead, and the proper divi-

nity of the Word and Spirit, I not only be-

lieve it to be contained in the fcriptures,

but rejoice in the perfuafion, that it will

ftand fuperior to all the affaults of error to

the end of time. But with refpect to this

phrafe, Son of God, from a frequent perufal

of the New Teitament, I acknowledge my-
felf rather inclined to underftand it of his

office-character, as the Mejjnib, or Mediator.

All thofe fcriptures, in which it occurs,

countenance this fenie, and unite to confirm

it. Amongft a great variety, to which we
might advert, let a few ferve as a fpecimen.

In Chrift's temptation in the wildernefs, the

Evangelift has reprefented Satan as accofling

him thus, " If thou be the Son of God," /. t\

if thou be the Chrift, as John lately teftified

of thee at Jordan, " command that thefe

Hones be made breadV—When Nathaniel

appears before him, he fays, " Thou art the

Son of God, thou art the King of I/?aei
c,"

7. c. thou art the Meffiah.

—

Peter declares

him to be the Son of God, /. e. the Chrift :

And Jefus faith, " Upon this rock I dp

build my church, and the gates of hell mall

not prevail againft it."—In like manner it is

faid of Paul, after his converfion, that " he
preached

b Mait, iv. 3.
c
Tchu i. 49,
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preached Chrift in the Synagogues, that he

is the Soil of God :" which is immediately-

explained by the fame hiftorian, of his

"proving that he is very ChriflV And,
writing to the church at Rome, the fame

Apoftle allures them, that he " was declared

to be the Son of God with power, according

to the fpirit of holinefs, by the refurrection

from the dead %" i, e. was declared to be

the expected Meffiah. In fhort, wherever

we find him called* the Son, the begotten

Son, the only begotten Son, &c. fuch phrafes

are defcriptive of him as the Mediator.

The Evangelift John tells us, that " the

Word was made fieih, and dwelt amongft

us, and we beheld his glory, as the glory of

the only begotten of the Father, full of

grace and truth V* In which words he is

defcribed to us, (1.) In his divine Nature,

or Perfonality, The Word. And in this

fenfe, he is the eternal, independent, im-

mutable God;—equal in every refpect to

the Father in perfection and property.—
So that if we confider him abftractly as the

Word, he dwells in that light to which no

mortal can approach and live : In this view,

therefore, it is impoffible for any mortal

creature to behold his glory.—But (2.) He
was made fiefh, u e. he affumed our nature

into union with himfelf, fo as to qualify

him

d Afts. ix. 20, compared with verfe 22.—»• Rom. i. 4.—
f John i. 14.
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him for the difcharge of his office, and that

he might have fomething to offer.—And (3.)

in this Hypoftatical union,—in this his com-
plex perfon, as God-man, he is ftiled " the

brightnefs of his Father's gloryV and his

only begotten Son. In this character he
has a glory, which is above all created glo-

ry :—A glory which is peculiar to himfelf.

Do you aik wherein con fills this glory r It is

this, that all fulnefs dwells in him : All

that grace and truth, which God has either

revealed to his church, or will confer on

it,—it all dwells in Chrift. He is full of
grace and truth. This is that glory which his

difciples faw, and by which he ftill mani-

fests himfelf to his faints, as he doth not unto

the world \ It is in the church, that the

bleifed Spirit glorifies him, as the bon of

God, by taking of his truth and grace, and

fhewing it unto them 1

.

But would we make a further enquiry, in

what fenfe God is laid to be the Father of

our Lord Jefus Chrift, whether it be, ac-

cording to fome, as the fountain of the

Trinity, or as he is the author of all fpiritual

and divine blefiings to the church; Let St.

Paul refolve the difficulty. Writing to the

church at Corinth, he pleads that " grace

might be with them, and peace from God
our Father, and the Lord Jefus Chrift."

This prayer is immediately followed with a

P p facred

*Hcb. i. 3.

—

h John x\v. 22.— * John xvk 14. 15.
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facred doxology, in the following words.
" Bleffed be God, even the Father of our

Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of mercies and

the God of all comfort . From which it

feems highly probable, that he bears the

title of Father, not as he communicates di-

vinity, or perfonality to our Redeemer ; but

as he is a Covenant-God, beftowing mercy
and comfort upon finners through Chrift

the Mediator. Perfectly agreeable to what
we find in another place, that " it pleafed

the Father that in him (viz. as he is the

Son) mould all fulnefs dwell /' And as to

the phrafe thefount
l

ain ofthe Trinity, though
it be ufed by very good and valuable authors,

it appears to me unguarded and unfcrip-

tural.

That the Sonfliip of Chrift refpefts him
as Mediator, will appear probable, if we
compare' John x. 30, with John xiv. 28.

In the former it is laid, " I and mv Father

are one/' In the latter, " My Father is

greater than I." Thefe declarations, how-
ever oppofite they may feem, equally refpect

him as he is the Son. But if his Sonihip

primarily and properly lignify the generation

of his divine nature, it will be difficult, if

not impoflible according to that fcheme, to

make them harmonize. Confidered as a

diftinct perfon in the Godhead, without re-

fpect to his office, as Mediator, it is im-
poflible

k 2 Cor. i. 2, 3,
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poffible that, in the fame view, he mould be

both equal and inferior to his Father. But

difficult as it may Teem, this mud be main-

tained, if he be called the Son, only as it re-

flects his divine nature. Again, He ex-

prefily tells us himfelf, that " the Son can

do nothing of himfelf: that the Fathero
fheweth him all things that he doth ; and

that he giveth him to have life in himfelf
1 ."

Which expreffions, if applied to him as God,
not as Mediator, will reduce us to the dis-

agreeable neceffity of fubferibing either the

creed of Arius\ and maintain him to be

God of an inferior nature ; or to embrace the

doctrine of Socinus, who allows him only to

be a God by office. But if this title be-

long to him as he is God-man, Mediator,

every difficulty is removed, and the truth

fhines forth with the greateit clearnefs.

Thus having endeavoured to clear the

way, by fhewing from fcripture, that, as

Mediator, Chrift
V

is held out as the object of

faith, under this character, bon of God : I

now come more particularly to lay before you,

what I apprehend to be included under this

glorious title. And what we (hall fay

upon this head, may be comprehended in

three things. When he is ftiled the Son of

God, we are called to coniicler

—

The office he

fujlains in the church,

—

the work he has per-

formed for her advantage,—and that, which

P p 2 renders

1 Jonn v. 19, 20, 26.
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renders both the one and the other effec-

tual to their complete ialvation, viz. his

Deity.

i. The title, Son of God, is expreiTive of

his office. He is the head of all influences

and of governrnet, and the only Mediator

between God and man. He is Son, in a

{cnk fuperior either to men or Angels, being

the brightnels of his father's glory, the ex-

preis image of his perfon, and made fo

much better than the Angels, as he hath by

right obtained a more excellent name than

they
:n

. As the Son, he is the great Prophet 9

Prieji, and King of the church. He, only,

has a proper and unlimited claim to thefe

honours in the houfe of God. Others indeed

have fuilained theie titles, performed thefe

fervices^ and wore the honour connected with

them : But they were only the inftruments,

by which Chrift difcharged thefe feveral

cnices. It was by his fpirit that prophets

were moved to declare the glad tidings of

falvation; -— as his repreientatives, that

Aaron with his fons, miniitered at the altar;

and by him, that kings ruled, and princes

decreed judgment. It is as the Son of God,
that he hath revealed the will of his Father

concerning the falvation of finners. For
" God who at fundry times, and in divers

manners, fpake in time paft unto the fathers

by the prophets, hath in thefe laft days

fpoken

'"Heb. i. 4.
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fpoken to us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things

11 ." It is as

Son, that our great high Pried hath entered

into the heaven of heavens, having made re-

conciliation for the people. ff Seeing that

we have a great high Priefl, that is palled

into the heavens, Jeius the Son of God, let

us hold fail our profeilion. For we have
pot an high Prieft which cannot be touched

with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was
in all points tempted like as we are, yet

without (inV Yea, it is as Son, that he
fills the throne of royalty in the heavenly

kingdom. Hence the fame Apoftle allures

us, that €i unto the Son he faith, thy throne

O God, is for ever and ever, the fceptre of

righteoulhefs is the fceptre of thy king-

dom. Sit thou on my right hand, till I

make thine enemies thy footilool p ."

2. Under this title we are alfo led to

take notice of his work. The Old Tefta-

ment informs us, that the Mefliah was to

finith tranfgrefllon, and to make an end -of

fin, to make reconciliation for iniquity, and

to bring in everiafting righteoulhefs *

:

And in the New? we read, that " for this

purpofe the Son of God was m an i felled,

that he might deftroy the works of the

DevilV In this was manifefled the love

of God towards us, becaufe that God fent

his

n Heb. i. 1, 2. °Heb. iv. 14, 15.—-PHeb. i. 8

* Pan. ix. 24..
f

1 John iii. 8,
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his only begotten Son into the world, that

we might live through him. The Father

fent his Son to be the Saviour of the worldV
And it is through him, and what he hath

performed as the Redeemer, that we re-

ceive the adoption of fens \ Important,

though arduous work ! A work, which
none in heaven or on earth were equal to,

but himfelf ! A work, more wonderful than

that of creation ; and by which the glory of

God will be more completely manifefled,

more illuftriouily difplayed. Redemption, it

is the marvellous production of God's coun-

fel, the bails of his honour, and the mofc

coftly jewel of his crown ! Redemption is

that eternal wonder, which is hymned in

heaven, and is proclaimed on earth, for the

falvation of fallen finners. There is re-

demption in Chrifi's blood, the forgivenefs

of fin. But,

3. Under this name, Son of God, we are

likewife led to reflect upon that, which
renders both his office and work effectual to

falvation. There is no doubt but the divi-

nitv of Chrift is included under this name,
although it be not the primary idea held

forth by it. For if he be not God, as well

as man, he was no wav fuited to heal the

breach which fin had made. It is his Deity,

which renders his facrifice acceptable, his

interceffion prevalent, and his falvation

complete.
8

1 John iv. 9, 14. 'Gal. iv. 4.
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complete. Take away this, and the mofl

glorious production of Omnipotence dwin-

dles into obfcnrity, and finks into nothing.

It is this which renders his blood precious,

and his grace fufficient; feeing it is the

blood, it is the grace of him, that is really

God.
That we are not to exclude his Deity

from this title, is evident from his being

worfhiped under it, both by Saints and

Angels. That the man, to whom this

quefiion was propofed, did worfhip him
without any prohibition, is evident from the

38th verfe of this chapter.—And that Angels

not only worfhip him, but worfhip him
by divine command, is equally plain from

Heb. i. 6, when he bringeth in the firft-

begotten into the world, he faith, and let

all Angels of God worfhip him. But, that

you may fee divinity and humanity united

in the per/on, office, and work of the Son or

God, I fhall conclude this part of the dif-

courfie, by repeating that magnificent de-

fcription given of him by the Apoftle Paul.

Having fpoken of the grace of God, in

bringing iinners into the kingdom of his

dear Son, he immediately adds, " In whom
we have Redemption through his blood, even

the forgivenefs of fins. Who is the Image

of the invifible God, the Firjl-bom of every

creature : For by him were all things created

that are in heaven, and that are in earth,

vifibk
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vifible and inviiible, whether they be

thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or

powers: all things were created by him*
and for him. And he is bejore all thiugs,

and by him all things coiifejl. And he is the

Head of his body the church >

y who is the

Beginning, the Firfl-born from the dead*

that in all things he might have the pre-

eminenceV
The Second thing we have to obferve in

this quefcion, is, The nature oj 'faith. It is

here defcribed as a believing on the Son of

God. The word 7n~evco, iignifies both to

have knowledge oj the ohjecl, and confidence in

it* i. e. a knowledge of Jefus Chrift, as he

is defcribed in the fcripture, and a confi-

dence, that he is able to fave to the ut-

termoft, all that come unto God by him.
As to an affurance of perfonal intereft in

Chrift, and eonfequently a right to all fpi-

ritual bleffings through him, this, I appre*

bend, is not, properly fpeaking, of the

nature of faith. Indeed that a perfon may
arrive at a well-grounded evidence of his

being a friend, a child, yea an heir of God,
is very evident from the fcripture. Hence
we are exhorted to examine ourfelves whe-
ther we be in the faith ; and to give all

diligence to make our calling and election

fare. But how is this knowledge to be at-

tained ?

*Coi. i. 13— is.
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tained ? There are but one of thefe two
ways for it : Either it muft be expreffly re-

vealed to us from God ; or, it muft be de-

rived from the evidence we have of our be-

ing poffeffed of thofe marks and characters,

which the fcripture reprefents as belonging

to the people of God. But the fcripture no
where informs any man, that Chrift died

for him in particular : It allures us that lie

died for finners, — for the chief of iinners ;—
that he that cometh to him mall in nowife
be call: out ;—and that whofoever believeth

in him fhall not perim, but have everlafting

life. Now, when fuch fcriptures as theic

are opened to the underuanding, or applied

to the heart by the fpirit of God, they pro-

duce in the mind a divine corroitlion of
Chrift's ability to fave, and a dfjermmatidn to

go to him for falvation, guilty and unworthy
as they are. This is what the fcripture calls

a coming boldly to a throne of grace ; a

drawing near in full affurance of faith, that

we may receive mercy and find grace. The
full affurance of faith does not, I apprehend,

relate to our perfonal intereft in Chrift; but

to the revelation that God has given us of

Chrift in the word.* The evidence that a

Q_q perfon

* The words affurance^ ajfured, &c. are found in Acts ii. 36,

Acls xvii. 31, Col. ii. 2, 1 ThefT. i. 5, 2 Tim. iii. 14, and

Heb. x. 22, thefe are the only places, that 1 can recollecl, in

which there can be any reference to faith ; and in ail thefe

places an affurance of the truth of that doctrine, taught in the

fwipture, is evidently intended.
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perfon hath of his belonging to God, or

being interefted in Chrift, is expreffed

fimply by the word affiire, or the full affu-

ra?2ce of hope. And this arifes from a con-

fcioufnefs of our having thofe defires, dif-

pofitions, and characteriftics which God has

given of his children in the word : Such as

hungering and thirfting after righteoufnefs

;

breathing after holinefs ; efteeming all the

commandments of God concerning all

things to be right; accounting Chrift pre-

cious ; receiving wifdom, righteoufnefs,

fan&ification, and redemption from hini;

bringing forth the fruits of repentance

and righteoufnefs ; and looking, or waiting

for the coming of the Saviour : In fhort,

love to the brethren is let down as the grand,

as the diftinguifhing mark of the true

Chriftian. It is that love which is the

criterion of all love : If this be wanting,

love to God, and Chrift, and religion, is an

idle pretence. It is a love which glows at

the heart, is expreffed by the lips, and, ac-

cording to a perfon's ability and opportunity,

confirmed by the hands. Hear what the

beloved Difciple fays upon this love.

" Whofo hath this world's good, and feeth

his brother have need, and fhutteth up his

bowels of companion from him, how dwel-

leth the love of God in him ? My little

children, let us not love in word, neither

in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

Hereby
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Hereby we know that we are of the truth,

and mall aflurt our hearts before him. For

if our heart condemn us, God is greater

than our heart, and knoweth all things.

Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then

have we confidence towards GodV San£ti~

fication, or obedience, is the beft> may I

not add, the only fcriptural evidence of real

intereft in Chrift, and confequently of a title

to glory : Hence it will follow, that in pro-

portion as this appears evident, or otherwife,

fo will the affurance of our perfonal intereft

in Chrift be ftedfaft or wavering, . David
fpeaks of the faints in his day, as loving

God's law, and enjoying great peace

;

But what did it flow from ? What he

fays of himfelf will furnifh us with an

anfwer, (t Lord, I have hoped for thy

falvation, and done thy commandments*."
And in the book of Revelation we read,

that " bleffed are they that do his command-
ments, that they may have right to the tree

of life, and may enter in through the gates

into the city 7 ,"

Here then it may not be improper to

fhew what faith is, both in a more exten-

iive, and in a more particular view. In

general. Faith is an hearty approbation of all

that God hath revealed to us in his* wordy

whether it relate to do51vine or ditty, precept

or promife-, the whole is conjidered as worthy

Qjl 2 of

w
1 John iii. 17 21.—— x Pfalm cxix. 165, 166.

7 Rev. xxii. 14.
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of God to reveal, and offinful man to embrace.

In a more particular view, faith hath refpedi

to God's method of faving firmers by Ghrif
alone , to the glory of his wifdom and grace, to

the honour of his juftice, power, and, holinefs.

To produce an hearty approbation of which,

the eyes of the underftanding mull be

opened, and God mine into the heart, to

give the light of the knowledge of his glory,

in the face of Jefus Chrift : The willjnuft

be fubdued, its enmity deftroyed, and dif-

pofed in all things to fubmit to what God
reveals, and chearfully to engage in what he

requires : And where this is the cafe, the

affections, and paffions will, in fome degree,

be fuitably engaged. In fhort, God will

appear to be all in all ; Chrift will be alto-

gether lovely, and his ways will be ac-

counted ways of pleafantnefs, and his paths

ypeace.

I
But fhould any be difpofed fecretly to in-

f dulge an objection again ft this description

of faith; fhould they fay, is it poffible for

the mind fully to approve of the glorious

fcheme of falvation by Chrift alone, and yet

the perfon have no intereft in, or advantage

from it ? To this I would anfwer as fol-

lows :

i . It is not a difcovery of our perfon al in-

tereft in this falvation, that is the ground of

approbation, but the fcheme itfelf; or

rather the glory of God difplayed in it.

We
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We are to admire it, not properly becaufe

we are advantaged by it, but becaufe God is

honoured. The Sun is a glorious creature of
God, and we are led to admire it as fuch,

though the next moment we mould be led

into total darknefs, and excluded from every

advantage that proceeds from it. But,

2. This hearty approbation is ever ac-

companied with a ftrong, prevailing, and
permanent defire after intereft in this

falvation. That which a perfon admires
and approves, he will fpare no pains or coft

to bring within the compafs of his own
poifeffion. If then we do, from the
heart, approve of falvation by Jefus Chrift,

we mall never reft fatisfied till we reft in

him, and have fcriptural and rational evi-

dence, that we are faved in the Lord with
an everlafting falvation. Thus, by a grow-
ing difcovery of the exceeding finfulnefs of^

fin, and advancing in the knowledge of the

excellencies of the Saviour, we (hail look to

him, and plead with him, to perfect that

which concerneth us.—-To this I beg
leave to add,

3. That all who are brought from the

heart to approve of this falvation, fhall

afiuredly partake of it : Yea, I may go on to

affert, that the very approbation, is an evi-

dence, that they are a&ually interefted in it,

although they have not, as yet, the com-
forts ariiing from their intereft. Devils

may
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may affent to the doctrine, and hypocrites

feem to approve of it ; but while the former
are hearty in their oppofition to the progrefs

of the fcheme, the latter are no lefs partial in

their approbation of the fcheme itfelf. To
approve from the heart, which is the fame
as believing with the heart, is peculiar to

the people of God : For f< the natural man
receiveth not the things of the fpirit of God ;

they are foolifhnefs unto him ; neither can

he know them, becaufe they are fpiritually

difcerned. But he that is fpiritual judgeth,

/. e. difcerneth all thingsV If therefore you
thus approve from the heart, of Chrift and fal-

vation by him; approve of being faved from
iin, as well as from hell, and of being made
holy as well as happy ; then you may an-

fwer the queftion as the blind man in this

chapter, " Lord, I believe." But you will

obferve, that the approbation muft be hearty

and unlimited; we muit not only approve the

grace, but the holinefs of this falvation.

Such will not find greater pleafure from the

tidings of pardon, than from the difcovery

of that way in which they are to be made
pure. They approve of it as a falvation that

flows from holinefs, tends to it and termi-

nates in it.

We fhall not enter upon the fecond head

of difcourfe at this feaibn, but conclude

with
z

I Cor. ii. 14, 15.
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1

With a few inferences from what has been

faid. And,
1. Hence we may learn in what method

the minifters of the gofpel fhould deal with

finners. Let them learn of their blefled

mailer. We are no where taught to call

upon them, to believe that Chrift is theirs,

and that he hath died for them in particular.

There is no fuch report as this in all the

fcripture; and faith is a believing of the

report. To know that Chrift is mine, and

that he gave himfelf for me, is not the

ground of faith, but thefruit ; not the caufe,

but the effedl of it. The Apoftle Paul knew
that Chrift loved him, and gave himfelf for

him : But how did he know this ? Was it

from the free grant of the gofpel ? No ;

it was from this, that he was crucified

with Chrift, and that the life he lived in

the iicih was by the faith of the Son of

God 2
. The free exhibition of Chrift in

the word, may encourage a perfon to come
as a firmer, but it is only a life of de-

pendence on Chrift, and obedience to

him, that can prove him to be a faint.

The report of the gofpel is this, that

God io loved the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whofoever be-

lieveth in him, fhould not perifh, but

have cverlafting life: And. this believing

you
a Gal. ii. 2Q*
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you have now heard defcribed. This may
alfo lead us to infer,

2. How neceffary is it, impartially to

examine ourfelves whether we do believe.

If we do not, we mud perifh -, if we do,

we have eternal life. It is to be feared

there are many miftakes in the profeffing

world, and while fome fufpect they have

no faith, becaufe they cannot fpeak with
great confidence ; there are many who are

very confident, that are entirely deftitute

of it. There is no correfpondence between
their language and their conduct; they

fpeak confidently, but walk irregularly.

But we may venture to lay it down, as a

lure maxim, that a fcriptural affuranee of

our perfonal intereft in Chrift, is neither to

be obtained, nor yet maintained, but by an

holy conduct and converfation. The Lord
knoweth them that are his, and if we
would know whether we belong to their

number, let him that nameth the name
of Chrift depart from iniquity. To con-

clude.

3. If a well-grounded evidence of our

being in God's favour be fo defirable, we
fee how it is to be fought after. The
fcripture abounds with the delcription of

the charadlerifticks of the people of

God. If we try ourfelves by thefe,

our own hearts can teftify whether they

belong
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belong to us or not, and though there

may be found great defeats under everv

particular; yet if there be no allowed

guile, the fpirit will bear witnefs with

our fpirits that we are of the truth,

and enable us to affure our hearts before

him. And that we may be going on

from ftrength to ftrength, till we appear

perfedl in Zion, God grant, for Chriil's

fake. Amen.

R r S E Pv M O N





SERMON XIV.

The Scripture Evidences of Faith,

J O H N ix. 35.—Laft Claufe.

Doji thou believe on the Son of God %

AS the whole world may, with propriety,

he arranged under the two denomina-
tions of faints or finners, fo all the hearers

of the gofpel are either believers or un-
believers ; either they heartily receive the

record that God hath given of his Son,

and thus fet to their feal that God is

true ; or, by a perverfe rejection of the divine

teftimony, they do what lies in their power
to make him a liar. To thefe feparate cha-
racters the bleffings of God's favour, or

the curfe of his wrath, belong : An heaven
of felicity is provided for the one, an hell

of confummate mifery is referved for the

other.

Let others think of us what they may,
or pretend what we pleafe, God knows our

real ftate, and foon will he pronounce our

R r 2 fixed



3 1 6 The Scripture Evidences of Faith.

fixed character and final doom, before the

aflembled world. It is therefore no trifling

concern to which of thefe families we be-

long : An eternity of blifs, or woe, is fuf-

pended upon this point. Should we not

therefore coniider the words now before us,

as a queilion to each of us in particular ?

Dqft thou believe in the Son of God?
In this fhort, but folemn fentence, it be-

comes us to pay a proper regard to the

authority of thefacred Shjerijl. 'It is no other

than the great Searcher of hearts, the confti-

tuted Judge of all men \ and that all-wife

Being, who is not to be impofed on by any

evahve anfwer. It is that Jefus to whom all

things are naked and open,—that Jefus who
is the author and fi niftier, the object and

iupport of faith. He, who will foon de-

termine the propriety or impropriety of our

claim as his followers, now propofes this

queftion, Dojl thou believe on the Son of
God?
The importance of the que/Hon is no lefs

worthy of ferious regard, than the authority

of him that propofes it : Our All depends

upon this fuhject. What will it avail us,

that God fo loved the world as to give his

only begotten Son ; that all the blefllngs of

grace and glory are beftowed upon iinners

on his account; and that he is become the

author of eternal falvation ? It is only thofe

that believe that can enjoy the advantage.

We
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We may hear of j unification, adoption, and
other fpecial privileges connected with
them, but it is only thofe who believe in

Chrift, that are justified from all things,

and to fuch alone as receive him, he gives

the right or authority to become the fons

of God. An unbeliever, whatever fpecula-

tive knowledge he may have of goipel doc-
trines, is under the curfe. It is with the

heart that a man believeth to righteoufnefs,

and where this is the cafe, the enmity is de-

ftroyed, and love to God will appear in his

conduct. Faith worketh by love; and the

fruits of obedience are as necefiarily con-
peeled with true faith, as light with the

fun, or the ftream with the fountain. It is

true, the fruits of faith may not at all feafons

be alike evident, either to the believer or

others : But wrhere faith is, even in the low-
eft degree, there will be both the principle

and a propenfity to fruitfulnefs. Like a

tree in the orchard, although not enriched

with flowers and fruits in the winter months,
it pofiefles the principle of both, in the fap

it contains. Holinefs is the defire and de-

light of the real chriftian. In his darkeft

feafons, and in the loweft frame, he feels a

fixed purpofe and determination of heart to

bring forth the fruits of obedience. How
much then depends upon a proper anfwer

to this queftion ! Dojl thou believe on the Son

of God?
In
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In a former difcourfe we have confidered

this queftion, as it is defcriptive both of the

oty'etf.and nature of faith: Agreeable to the

method then propofed, we proceed,

II. To mention fuch marks, or evidences,

of true faith, whereby we may be helped to

form fome judgment of our ftate and cha-

racter, and fo return a proper anfwer to the

Saviour's queftion.

It is certainly a very neceffary and impor-
tant duty, for a man to examine himfelf

whether he be in the faith : This appears

not only from the exprefs command of the

Apoftle, but from our own intereft, and the

infinite confequences which are connected
with the fubject. But in order to fuch an
enquiry, two things are requifite : Some-
thing may be faid both of the ma?i?ter and
matter of our fearch.

I. It is neceffary that we be not partial

and hafty, but honeft and deliberate in our
enquiry. Some begin to enter upon the

work, but break off abruptly; they do not

purfue the buiinefs, as if they were con-,

vinced of its vaft importance; or they ap-

prehend the affair fo perplexed, that they re-

folve to refer it to a future feafon, and run
the dreadful venture a little longer.—Others
are rafh in their conclufions ; they make no
allowances for the different degrees of faith

;

they begin the fearch at an improper feafon,

in
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in an hour of temptation and darknefs ; or

they fix upon the high experiences of others

as their rule, and thus, concluding that they

have not the characters of God's children,

they proceed to pronounce fentence againft

themfelves. I would add therefore,

2. That in order to this examination, care

muft be taken that the marks by which we
judge ourfelves, be proper, fuch as have

the word of God for their fupport. To lay

down any fixed degree of terror, diftrefs, or

confolation, and to fuppofe that unlefs a

perfon comes up to this ftandard in every

particular, he is to conclude unfavourably

of his ftate, is, in my opinion, exceeding

dangerous, and an error againft which there

was never more need of caution than the

prefent day. A perfon may have experi-

enced great terrors of confcience, and thefe

be fucceeded by very great comfort and fere-

nity of foul, and yet remain a ftranger to the

faith of God's elect. On the other hand,

another who has been brought to fee his

ftate and character, as a (inner againft God

;

his need of the application of the blood of

Chrift, and of intereft in his righteoufnefs,

and heartily to approve of being faved in

God's gracious method, through Jefus

Chrift: Although he can give but a very

imperfect account how his conviction and

converfion was brought about, yet we have

all the proof that can reafonably be defired,

to
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to conclude that he is paffed from death unto

life, and is really accepted before God in the

beloved. His profeffion and practice are

fuch as have the fanction of God's word for

their vindication. He is fure^ with the

man, to whom our Lord fpeaks in the text,

that a very great change and alteration has

taken place in him : And whereas once he
was blind to his true intereft, and the grace

and glory of the Lord Jefus Chrift ; now he

fees the neceffity of attending to the one,

and the excellency and fufficiency of the

other. There is very great danger of

making the experiences of others the rule

of our examination; and it is to be feared,

that while many dijirefs, others deceive them-
felves by this. The one go on doubting^

and the other prefuming of their intereft in

God's favour, to the end of life; and the

chief reafon is, a want of an impartial ex-

amination of themfelves by God's word.

Were profeffors but more frequent, diligent,

and impartial in their fearching the fcrip-

tures, and comparing themfelves with what
they read, there would not be fo many
doubts and fufpicions amongft the truly god-

ly as there are. The queftion then, would
not be whether they had experienced the

fame terrors as this perfon, or attained to

the fame elevations of joy as that \ but whe-
ther they are new creatures,—partakers of

a divine nature,—led by the fpirit of Chrift,

and
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and fuch as have the characters, difpofitions,

and tempers of the people of God.
Whether they are meek, humble, poor of

fpirit, holy, merciful, and companionate
towards all men. Thefe are fome of the

characters deferibed by Chrift in his fermon
on the mount.

Having premifed thefe things, I now pro-

ceed, according to the method propofed, to

lay before you fome fcriptural evidences of

true faith. And may the God of all wifdom
help me to clearnefs in the reprefentation,

and you, to an hcneft impartiality in the

enquiry.

1. A believer fees fuch a glorious excel-

lency and fuitablenefs in the Lord Jefus

Chrift, as renders him in every view precious

to his foul. What can be more denrable

to the blind than fight ; to the neceflitous

than food ; or to the captive than liberty ?

But Chrift is the light of the world; the

bread of life; the great and the only de-

liverer. He is the gain and glory, the trea-

fure and truft, the health and honour of his

people. By faith they difcover in him all

the treafures of wifdom, power, and grace.

Such fee him to be able to fuccour them un-

der every difficulty, to fympathize with them
in every trial, and to fave them from every

enemy. His blood cleanfeth from all fin,

his grace is fufficient for them, and he has

pledged his royal word never to leave them,

S f HOT
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nor forfake them : None are rejected, and all

fuccoured, that come to him, and depend on
him. In fhort, no language can defcribe

how precious Chrift. is to a believer. When
they confider the glory he relinquished ; the

ftate he fubmitted to; the gracious defign

he came upon : When they take a view
of the work he performed j the fufferings he
endured 5 and the fubjects for whom he did

all this : When they reflect upon the pro-

mifes he has made \ and the engagements
entered into to fanctify, and fave poor fin-

ners : How can they but account him pre-

cious ! How can they do otherwife than love

his name, his company, appointments, and
people ? They efteem him as the chief of ten

thoufand, the pearl of price, fairer than the

fons of men, and altogether lovely. Chrift

is fo precious to every true believer, that,

with the Apoftle Paul, they account the

knowledge of him the moft excellent of all

knowledge; and difcover their* value of

him, by giving him the pre-eminence in

their affections. That which we greatly

value, we either place in the moft confpi-

cuous fituation, for the entertainment of

our friends, or depolit in a place of fecurity,

to protect it from our enemies : A believer

defires to entertain his friends with a difplay

of Chrift, he has no better topic for con-

verfation, and finds a conflant fuhject here

for admiration. Love opens the heart to

Chrift.
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Chrift, and defires him to make it his resi-

dence; or, to ufe the Apoftles phrafe,

"Chrift dwells in their hearts by faith*."

" To them that believe, he is precious V
And. with the Pfalmift, fuch can fay,

" Whom have I in heaven but thee, and
there is none upon earth that J defire in

companion of theeV
From this fcriptural defcription of faith,

let me beg of you to examine, what evidence

you have of being poiTeiTed of it. If you
have no laving knowledge of Chrift, no fin-

cere love to him ; yea, if you do not prefer

him to. all things befides, your pretended

faith is but a fancy, and your profemon a

delufion. If you fincerely believe him to be

what the fcripture reprefents, you will love

him more than brother or lifter, father or

mother, hufband or wife, houfe or land,

yea, than liberty or life. If you are be-

lievers, you have really given up your hearts

to Chrift ; you long to have every thought

brought into fubjeclion to him ; and it is

your grief and burden, that you are not more
iincerely and uniformly engaged in medita-

tion on his excellencies. You evidence your

cordial efteem for the adorable Jefus, by a

fteady fearch after him, in his word, in

his ordinances, and at his footftool. Now
what fays confcience- to this enquiry ? Do
your hearts and actions condemn you, or not ?

S f 2 If

*Ephef. iii. 17.
b

1 Pet. ii. 7. c Pfalm lxxiii. 25.
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If they do, God is greater than the heart,

and knoweth all things.

Thus while Peter, the fervant, defcribes

the character of true chriiiians, faying, " To
you that believe he is precious :" Jeius, the

mailer, propofes this queftion to each of us s

Dojl thou believe on the Son of God?
2. Another effect, or evidence of true

faith,- is Reft. This the Apoille Paul lays

down as the necefiary confequence of faith.

In his epiftle to the Hebrews, he fays,

" We which have believed do enter into

re/l\" The fame caufe will always produce

the fame effect, and therefore we may be

affured, that this reft was by no means a

privilege confined to the apoftolic age : But
as then, fo now, all that believe do enter

into reft.

But when we defcribe reft, as the infepa-

rable confequence of believing ; by reft, we
do not mean a ceiTation either from that la-

bour or warfare which is proper to the

chriftian. It is not a ftate of iloth and inac-

tivity, arifing from a fuppoiition that we
have attained that, which is fufficient to

conftitute us chriftians. Some talk, indeed,

as if feeking, ftriving, Sec. were confined to

a perfon's firft concern about religion

:

Hence they make a distinction between what
they term a Seeker, and a Believer. But
where is the fcripture authority for fuch a

distinction ?

d Heb. iv. 3.
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diftinclion ? Seeking as neceffarily fuppofes

believing, as worihip does the being of a

God : Who would ever feek after that which
he has no difcoyery of, nor the leaffc proba-

bility of attaining ? Be your attainments then

what they may, I venture to affirm, if you
are not a feeker, you are not a believer ; and
on the other hand, if you do in reality feek

with your whole heart, although you have

not yet attained to a full manifeftation of

your perfonal intereft in Chrift, you have

that faith which will never reft fatisfied

without it. David was a feeker, as is evi-

dent from his own words, " My foul fol-

loweth hard after theeV As the heart pant-

eth for the water brooks, fo panteth my foul

after thee, O God. My foul thirfteth for

God, for the living GodV Paul defcribes

himfelfas one of this character. " Not as

though I had already attained, either were
already perfect : But 1 follow after, if that I

may apprehend that, for which alio I am ap-

prehended of Chrift Jefus. Brethren, I count

not myfelf to have apprehended : But this

one thing I do, forgetting thofe things

which are behind, and reaching forth unto

thofe things which are before, I prefs to-

ward the mark, for the prize of the high

calling of God in Chrift JefusV Yea, all

the family of faith, in former ages, are re-

prefented

epfalm lxiii. S.—

-

f Pfalm xlii. I, 2.—s Philp. iii. 12—14.
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prefented as feekers. " This is the genera-

tion of them that feek thee, that feek thy

face, O Jacob
x\" And again, " Let all thole

that feek thee, rejoice and be glad in thee*;

and let fuch as love thy falvation, fay con-

tinually let God be magnified \" Where
feeking God, and loving his falvation, are

exegetical. Nor was this peculiar to the

Old Teftament difpenfatioq ; Peter exhorts

thofe, to whom he wrote, " as new-born

babes to defire the iincere milk of the word,

that they may grow thereby k ." From
which it appears, that though they were the

children of God, truly regenerated, yet they

were to feek, or deiire the fincere milk of

the word, in order to their growth in holi-

nefs and comfort. Seeking and ftriving are

conftant duties, in the life of a chriftian

;

feeking after greater attainments in know-
ledge, and ftriving after further advances in

hblinefs. It is required of us that wcjlrive

to enter in at the ftrait gate ; and the reafou

afligned is, becaufe ftrait is the gate and nar-

row is the way that leadeth to life : gut if this

be a reafon at Jirjl, it is fo a/ways ; for the

way is as narrow after we are in it, as it was

when we firft entered upon it. And there-

fore we are commanded to watch, wreftle,

be diligent, and follow on to know the

Lord.
But

h Pfalm xxiv. 6.—-.* Pfalm lxx. 4.-

—

k
1 Peter ii. 2.
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But by that reft which we enter upon by
believing, is meant a cordial approbation of

the 'Work and ways of Jefus Chrift, accom-
panied with a dependence upon the one, and

a very high efteem of the other. This pro-

duces reji. A reft, from thofe anxious fears

of God's wrath ;—a reft, from thofe alarms

of confcience ;—a reft, from that trouble of
foul ;—and a reft, from thofe forebodings of

eternal mifery, which generally precede a

difcovery of the Saviour. Chrift fays,
<£ Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are

heavy laden, and I will give you reft
1 ."

And what we enjoy at firft, is to be obtained

in all future diftreffes, in the very fame
way, viz. by believing. Reft as naturally

follows believing, as light does the fun.

If therefore you habitually depend upon the

blood of Chrift for pardon,— the righteouf-

nefs of Chrift for acceptance,—the promife

of Chrift for ftipply,—the fpirit of Chrift for

fanctification,— the power of Chrift for your
fecurity, and the interceffion of Chrift

for your admittance into the kingdom of

glory : If this dependence be accompanied
with an increaiing defire, to walk even as he
alio walked ; to efteem his commandments,
and to do his will : Then, I prefume, there

is good authority to conclude, that you do
really believe on the Son of God.

3. Another
]

Matt, xl 28.
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3. Another thing which follows upon
faith, as an evidence of the truth of it, is

Joy. " We joy in God, through our Lord

Jefds Chrifr, by whom we have now received

the reconciliation™." '* Believing, we rejoice

with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory
11 ."

Hence we read likewife, of the " joy of

faith .

1
' And the Apoftle Paul pleads for

the Romans, that " the God of hope would
fill them with alljoy and peace in believing*

"

It is a joy which originates in a difcovery of

the divine wifdom, grace, and holinefs, as

difplayed in the fcheme of falvation. To
fee honour to God, and happinefs to man,
fpringing from the fame root, and growing

up together in beauteous harmony, through

a boundlefs eternity, O what a fubjecl: is it

for joy ! True concern of foul will never

be limited to our own advantage; a believer

could find no reft or joy from any difcovery,

unlefs the glory of God be honourably fe-

cured, and difplayed advantageoufly therein,

The enquiry of fuch, is not only, can I be

faved, but can God be juft in faving me?
And in the gofpel is found that which fully

anfwers the enquiry, and lays a fure foundation

for joy. The true believer rejoices in Chrift

fefus : And though in himfelf he finds

perpetual caufe for forrow, yet in the Lord

he finds furlicient matter for joy. He re-

joices

m Rom. v. ii. n
i Pet. i. S.—— ° Philip, i. 25.

p Rom. xv. 13.
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joices in Chrift, as of God made to fin-

ners wifdom and righteoufnefs, fancftifica-

tion and redemption : Rejoices in the

love, the ftrength, and the glory of the

Lord.—Brethren, have you this evidence of
faith, that believing you rejoice ?

4. Another property and evidence of

faith y is a real love for every truth contained

in the word of God. Truth is to be con-

fidered as a part of Chrift's fulnefs ; and the

believer defires to receive from him not only

grace for grace, but likewife truth, in the

love of it, truth, as it is in Chrift: Jefus,

Believers are not partial in what they re-

ceive, they do not receive one doctrine and

reject another; but fo far as the underftand-

ing is enlightened, they receive qlL and re-

ject no truth. There is not one doctrine

contained in the Bible, that the church of

God could difpenfe with. They rejoice in

the truth, and contend for it as the hungry

man would for his bread, as a mifer for his

treafure, or as a king for his diadem. They
buy the truth by much diligence and ftudy,

but no price is accounted equal to its

value. They are fo rooted and grounded in

the truth, that it is become more with them
than a mere fentiment. They prize it

highly, and efteem the doctrines of grace,

more than even life itfelf. They ftriv?

together for the faith and honour of the

T t gofpel i
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gofpel q
; earneftly contend for the faith

once delivered to the faints
r

; and hold faft

the profeffion of their faith without waver-

ing
5

. Thus was it with the Apoftle Paul,

with what earneftnefs, conftancy, and holy

boldnefs did he ftand forth in the fupport of

truth, before friends and foes, againft Jews

and Gentiles ? He kept the faith as a moft

facred depofitum ; and never yielded up the

caufe while he had life and breath to main-

tain it.—He felt the importance of the doc-

trine ; the facred energy of divine truth

warmed his heart, while he proclaimed to

finners the unfearchable riches of Chrift.

—

Is it fo in any meafure with us ? Do we
feel a holy concern for the honour and fuc-

cefs of the glorious gofpel ? Is faith fo mixed

with the word, that we derive real pleafure

and fupport from it ? Are we grieved on ac-

count of the daring afperfions, or horrid re-

flections which have been caft upon fome of

the bleifed doctrines of the gofpel ? Do we
rejoice that truth is immutable, and that

God has engaged that it fhall eventually pre-

vail againft all error and fuperftition ?

5. Another effect, concomitant, or evi-

dence of true faith, is inward holinefs ac-

companied with outward fruitfidnefs. Obe-
dience is the beft and moft certain mark of

true faith : Indeed, this is the moft general

rule, which God has been pleafed to give us

to

Philip, i. 27.— r Juae 3.-—-*Heb. x. 23.
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to judge onrfelves by. " By their fruits ye

mall know them V (i Hereby we know
that we know him, if we keep his com-
mandmentsV Holinefs is infeparable from
true faith, as is evident from the uniform

language of the word of God. Hence we
read of the heart being purified by faith

w
:

And of being fanctified by faith which is in

Chrift \ The Apoftle James, who held no
other doctrine than his brethren in the fame
office, makes it very plain, that without this

evidence, all pretences to faith are but dan-

gerous delufions. He fays, Cl Shew me thy

faith by thy works,—faith without works is

dead, being alone. -It is by works that

faith is made perfect 7 ;" /. e. anfwers its

end, by bringing forth fruit to the praife

and glory of God. The Apoftle Paul, like-

wife fpeaking of believers in his day, fays,

" We all with open face, beholding as in

a glafs, the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the fame image, from glory to glory,

even as by the fpirit of the LordV To un~
derftand this beautiful metaphor, it may
not be improper to remark, that the mirrors,

or, to fpeak in modern language, the glaffes

made ufe of in that day, were plates of gold,

filver, or brafs, polimed in the raoft ex-

quiilte manner. Now a perfon in a proper

direction, taking a view of an object in one

Tt2 of

4 Matt. vii. 20. u
1 John ii. 3. v A&s xv. 9.-—

-

Ads xxvi. 18.——/ James ii. 18, 20, 22. z 2 Cor. iii. 18.
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of thefe mirrors, when the fun fhone upon
it, the reverberated rays would fo fall upon
the face of the fpectator, as to give it fome-
thing of a fimilar luftre : So, in the glafs of

the word, we behold the face of Jefus ; and
the more we behold his glory, the more
we are conformed to him. In ftrict unifon

with James and Paul, let us liften to the de-

claration of the faithful and true witnefs,

" Herein, " fays he, " is my Father glorified

that ye bear much fruit, fo fhall ye be my
difciples \" Not that fruitfulnefs confti-

tutes a man a difciplej but he cannot be a

difciple without it : It is not the condition

which gives him a title ; but the evidence,

which proves his title good.

How does this defcription of faith agree

with our experience ? Do wre bring forth

fuit meet for repentance ; fruit unto holinefs,

fruit unto life everlafling ? " Without holi-

nefs no man can fee the LordV If you
are living in the allowed practice of any
known fin, or in the wilfull neglect of pofi-

tive duty, you want one effential mark of

being a new creature. I am far from fup-

pofing any thing that is done by us is per-

fect ; in many things we all offend, and in

all things come fhort of the glory of God

;

But if there is not an hearty and uniform
cfteem of all God's commandments, and 3

fixed defire to prefs towards the mark of

perfect
a John xv. 8. b Heb. xif, 14.
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perfect holinefs, we have no ground to con-
clude that we know any thing as yet of true

faith, for " he that faith he abideth in
Chrift, ought himfelf alfo to walk even as

Chrift walkedV
6. Confidence in the veracity of Chrift to

perform all his promifes, and in his power
to keep that which we commit to him, is

another evidence of faith. The Apoftle
Paul had no dependence upon his own pru-
dence, watchfulnefs, or diligence, as the
fecurity of his perfeverance ; thefe were
very necefTary in their place; but his hope
was founded upon the engagements and
ability of his dear mafter. " I know whom
I have believed, and I am perfuaded that he
is able to keep that which I have committed
to him'1 ." David profeifes the fame con-
fidence, when he fays, << The Lord will

perfect that which concerneth me e." If
then we do thus depend upon the word and
power qf Chrift ; if we fee that it is his en-
gagement, his intereft, his honour thus to

preferve, protect, and perfecl: his work in

the foul ; if we apply to him for daily fup-
port, and final victory, we have reafon to

conclude that we do believe on the Son of
God. Once more,

7. An habitual looking, wailing, and pre-

paring for the coming of Chrift, is another

fcriptural evidence of faith. Hence wp
find

c
1 John ii. 6. J

2 Tim. u 12.—e Pfalm cxxxvjii, S
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find true chriftianity defcribed as a " look-

ing for the blefied hope, and the glorious

appearance of the great God, even our Sa-

viour Jefus ChriftV f? waiting for the

coming of the Lord;" and having the heart

and treafure above. And as thofe who look

for thefe things, we are exhorted to be dili-

gent, that we may be found of him in peace,

without fpot and blamelefs s
.

But is it fo with us ? Are we looking for the

appearance of Chrift, to put a period to our

trials, temptations, and every thing difagree-

able or diftrefling ?—Are we looking for him
as our hope, our treafure, and deliverer ? Do
we wait for his coming, as the feafon of the

glorious manifeftation of the fons of God

;

when their adoption mall be complete, their

capacity perfect, and their felicity confum-
mate ? Can we look forward to that glorious

event, with fome degree of compofure and

comfort, believing that as Chrift is our life

at prefent, fo when he mall appear we mall

be like him ; fhall fee him as he is, and ap-

pear with him in glory ?—In the laft place.

8. An holy concern for the promotion and

advancement of God's glory, in the falvation

of finners, is a further evidence of true faith.

" In Chrift Jefus neither circumcifion nor

uncircumcifion availeth any thing, but faith

which worketh by loveV If then we do,

in reality, believe what God fays in his

word,
f Titus ii. 13.—s 2 Pet. Hi. 14. fc Gal. v. 6.
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word, of the prefent danger and final mifery

of the wicked, let love to their precious

fouls appear, in an endeavour to awaken and

fnatch them from ruin. And if God be

glorified in the falvation of finners, evidence

your love to his name* your zeal for his ho-
nour, and feek to promote it in this way
O plead for the prosperity of Zion, and en-

deavour to further the gracious defign, by
often fpeaking a word in feafon to the igno-

rant, and them that are out of the way.
Be inftant in feafon and out of feafon, in

the morning fow your feed, and in the even-

ing withhold not the hand $ ever remember-
ing, " that he which converteth the finner

from the error of his way, mall fave a foul

from death, and mail hide a multitude of

ns .

On the whole, if this faith be in you and
abound, ye will be neither barren nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord and

Saviour Jefus Chrift. You will be careful

to add to your faith fortitude, knowledge,

temperance, patience, godlinefs, brotherly-

kindnefs and charity ; till you are called to

receive the inheritance, and appear without

fpot and blamelefs before the throne. You
will love the Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity,

reft in him,—rejoice before him,—efteem

his doctrine,—bring forth fruit to his praife,

depend upon his veracity and power,—wait

for
1 James v. 20,
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for his coming,—and in the mean- time
plead his caufe, and endeavour to promote
his glory, in the hearts of your fellow-

creatures. Thus may you grow in grace,

and in the knowledge of the Lord and Savi-

our Jefus Chrift, till faith terminate in vi-

iion, and your fouls are filled with all the

fulnefs of God. May the God of hope fill

you with all joy, and peace in believing,

that you may abound in hope, through the

power of the Holy Ghoft. And to Father,

Word, and Spirit, be all the praife through-

out eternity. Amen.

SERMON



SERMON XV.

Love to God traced to its Origin.

i J O H N iv. 19.

We love him, becaufe hefirjl loved us.

AS love is the fum of all religion, the

requirement of the law, and the end
of the gofpel ; there is fcarce any queftion,

in which we are fo much interefted as this :

Do we really love God ? Love is the fruit of
fpirit of adoption : It is love, which cafts

out fear, that infeparable concomitant of

the fpirit of bondage. It is love, which
enables the foul to call God Father, and
to efleem him, depend on him, and rejoice

in him as fuch. What the fcripture intends

by the fpirit of adoption, is no other tharx

that holy, loving, obedient difpofition,

which all that are born of God partake of.

How common is it, when we obierve chil-

dren difcover the fame difpofitions, tern-

oers, or inclinations with their parents, to

U u iky
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fay they are actuated by their very fpirit, be

it either good or bad ? Now to apply this to

the cafe in hand : The name and character

of our heavenly Fathef is Love.—Love is

that amiable difpofition by which he is ac-

tuated, in all that he does. It is love, pure,

tmabating love to his own honour and glory,

that conftrains him to every act both of

grace and judgment. In like manner, love

is the characteriflic of our belonging to God.
Hereby we know that we are of him : This

is the infallible diftinction between the fpirit

of truth, and the fpirit of error; by one or

other of which the whole human race are

influenced. " Hereby know we the fpirit

of truth, and the fpirit of error. Beloved,

let us love one another : for love is of God ;

and every one that loveth is born of God,

and knoweth God. He that loveth not,

knoweth not God, for God is love." Ver.

6 3 y 9 S # To the fame purpofe> he fpeaks

in the 13th verfe of this chapter, " Hereby
we know that we dwell in him, and he in

us, becaufehe hath given us of his fpirit.

"

But feeing there are many pretend to love

God, who, it is to be feared, are entire

ftrangers to that heavenly temper; feeing

from a blind partiality to ourfelves, it is

poffible to prefume this is our character,

when it is not : The Apoftle fixes upon love

to the brethren, as the certain fruit or evidence

of love to God :
" If we love one another,

God
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God dwelleth in us :" This he fliles perfect

love, in verfes 12 and 17. " Herein is our

love made perfect," u e. Love to God is

enriched and adorned with its fruits and

evidences. By this the fincerity of our love

appears. We have the fruits of love ; and

as the effect cannot be without the caufe, it is

evident that we are influenced by the fpirit of

love. Men do not gather figs of thorns, or

grapes from thirties, becaufe it is not their na-

ture to produce fuch fruits : But feeing we do

bring forth that fruit which God requireth,

we conclude that we are the vines of his

planting, the trees of his watering. This

gives us " boldnefs in the d.y of trial : be-

caufe as he is," i. e. as God is love, " fo are

we in this world :" We love the truth, as it

is the revelation of his love; and we love

the brethren, for the truth's fake that is in

them.
Faith is founded upon the free proclama-

tion of pardon and falvation in the word ->

but confidence, reflecting our good ftate,

arifes from the evidence we have of our love

to God. And where love to God is thus ac-

companied with its proper fruits, it carries

its own evidence, and removes doubts, fears,

and fufpicions concerning its fincerity. Fear

will always be proportionahly ftrong, as our

evidences are weak. As love increafes fear

declines. Ver. 18. " There is no fear in

love;" i
f

e* no fervile, diftreffing fear : Love
U u 2 is
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is always accompanied with a filial reverence

of God's majefty, and a cautious fear of

offending him ; " but perfect love," /. e.

love with its evidences as before defcribed,

" cafteth out fear; becaufe fear hath tor-

ment : he that feareth, is not made perfect in

love." i. e. However it may be, as to his

ftate towards God, he wants thefe qualifica-

tions, which are effential to a well-grounded

evidence of his being a child of God. In a

word, perfect love implies that fenfible

union with God, and delight in him, which
arife from a difcovery of his moral excellent

cies ; accompanied with a fincere affection to

the whole truth, and to all the people of

God, of every denomination, fo far as the

truth and image of God appear in them.

And if this be a fcriptural reprefentation of

the nature of perfect love, perhaps fome,

who have made great pretenfions to the

thing, will be found to want two effential

evidences of that character, viz. love to

fome of the grand doctrines of the gofpel,

(and by the way, we cannot love what we
do not believe, nor efteem what we revile)

and love to many of God's people, who are

not exactly of the fame fentiment or denomi-
nation amongft profeffors. On the other

hand, many who have concluded that they

came far fhort of this perfect love, may
fee that they have long been partakers of

it : They love the whole truth, as it is in

Jefu§ i
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Jefus : They love his followers of every

name, for the truth's fake that is in them.
Having infifted fo particularly ou the na-

ture of love, the Apoftle, in the words of

the text, proceeds to point out the rife and
fpring of it. We love him, becaufe he firjl

loved us. In this difcpurfe we mall attend

to two things, which are held forth in the

text.

I. The propofition laid down by the

Apoftle, as the fure and indubitable

mark of true chriftianity, viz. Love to

God.

II. The caufe or fpring of this love to

God : We love him, becauje he Jirjl

laved us,

I. The criterion of true chriftianity, as

fiefcribed in thefe words, is love to God.

We love him. The Apoftle, you fee, fpeaks of

this as a matter of certainty : The primitive

chriftians were confident of their love to

God, from the effects it produced in them :

Nor was their confidence maken, by any
alterations which they experienced in their

frame. Their mind was not always alike

ferene, nor their affections equally vigorous ;

they had their dark, liftlefs frames, as well

as we ; but in their heavieft hour, they were
fure that they loved God, becaufe they

had the fruits of it to refer to.—If then our

confidence
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confidence of God's favour be built upon our

lively frames and comfortable fenfations, it

muft alter as often as they do ; but if it be

derived from the habitual bent, defire, and

difpoiition of the foul, to feek and ferve

God, there is fomething to encourage us,

even in an hour of darknefs. Your defire,

even in the darker! moment, is ftill to him >

and to the remembrance of his name. Com-
munion with him, and conformity to him,

are thofe defirable privileges you breathe

after. It is your greater!: burden, that you

do not love him more fincerely, and ferve

him with greater uniformity : But you do

love God, you do love holinefs, you do love

his people : Well, " we know that every

one that doth righteoufnefs is born of him x."

And " hereby (viz. by fincere love to the

brethren) we know that we are of the truth,

and mall alTure our hearts before him b."

In treating of this love to God, it will be

proper to confider both its Nature and
Effects, in order to our forming a pro-

per eftimate, whether it be our character or

not.

As to the Nature of love to God, it is

the motion of the will towards him, as he

is apprehended to be that amiable and glorious

Being, who is altogether worthy of our

efteem : So that love is properly the effect

of
a

j John ii. 27.
b

I John iii. 19.
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of illumination. God mines into the heart

to give the light of the knowledge of his

glory, and this produces that efteem, defire,

and complacency of foul, which we call

love.—This love has refpect to God, as he
is the greateji good confidered in himfelf, and
as the mojl faitable good with refpect to us,

his creatures.

In himfelf he is pofleiTed of every natural

and moral excellency in the higheft de-

gree : And if it be commendable to value

and efteem the fortitude of a renowned
champion, or the wifdom of fome diiinte-

refted patriot, who have exerted themfelves

for the welfare, or in the defence of their

country : Sure it is but equitable that we
love God, in a degree as much fuperior, as

his excellencies are above all created endow«
ments. Almighty power, unerring wifdom,
infinite goodnefs, unblemifhed truth, and
fpotlefs holinefs, are perfections that belong

to him. There is none holy as the Lord.

None good but him. He is light in all its

effulgence, and love in all its perfect beauty.

Whatever we behold of wifdom, amiable-

nefs, powrer, or goodnefs, in the whole
circle of our obfervation ; all are but fo

many ftraight lines, drawn by his own om-
nipotent hand, from himfelf as the centre :

All are but fo many famples of thofe infi-

nitely amiable perfections which refide in

God. He is great, he is holy ; which is to

exprefs
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exprefs every perfection that the human-
mind can conceive of in two words. Wif-
dom and power conftitute his greatnefs ; and
righteoufnefs, faithfulnefs, and goodnefs are

the feveral branches of his holinefs. How
then fhould we admire him, as the infinite

and eternal King ?—Contemplate his omni-
prelence with awe, and his fovereignty with
a becoming fubmiffion of heart ? How
fhould we fear to be obnoxious to the power
and juftice, rejoice in the mercy, and fetch

comfort from the immutability of that all-

glorious Being, who has condefcended to

reveal himfelf to us in his wrord ? Sure it is

our duty, as his rational creatures, to con-
template the glorious excellencies of this

great God, as they are unfolded to our view
in his works and word. How fhould we
love him with the whole heart, and efteem

his favour better than life ?

Nor is, God only the greateft good con-
fidered in himfelf, but alio the moji fuitable

good to his creatures. In his prefence is life,

and in his favour an heaven of felicity. He
alone is able to fill the defires of the foul,

and fix it upon himfelf, as an unfhaken

foundation. He is an infinite, immutable,

and eternal portion ; the light of light, and
perfection of all perfection : And deliberately

to chooie him as our portion, and purfue his

glory and enjoyment as our end, is a certain

evidence of the reality of our love to him.
It
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It is from a difcovery of what God is, that

we are brought to defire his favour, and de-

light in his perfections. A difplay of his ex-

cellent glory captivates the heart, fo as to

induce the believer to declare that there is

none upon earth he defires in companion of
him ; that this God fhall guide him with his

counfel, govern by his laws, and finally bring

him to the kingdom of his glory. Such is

the Nature of this love.

The Effect of this love, is a fincere re-

fpedr. and regard to every manifestation or

revelation which God has been pleafed to

give of himfelf ; whether it be in his works9

in his words in his ordinances, or in his

people.

1. True love difcovers itfelf in a very

high efteem of God, as manifefled in his

works. His works are great and manifold,

fought Out by all them that have a delight

therein. A difcovery of God in his works,

particularly of his greatnefs and goodnefs,

has a tendency to infpire the foul with holy

wonder, and real gratitude. We have ob-
ferved alteady, that greatnefs and goodnefs

is the fum of all his perfections : Thefe are

difplayed in all his works. They fhine

forth glorioufly in the work of creation ;

with ftill greater glory in the works of pro-

vidence ; but greateft of all, in the work of

redemption. Here almighty greatnefs and

Xx" infinite
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infinite goodnefs unite with equal beams/
and unfullied glory. O how wonderful are

his works ! In wiidom hath he made them
all How do they feem to conipire toge-

ther, to gain a place in our affections, for

their glorious Author ? Look round the

world, and what profufe, what abundant

goodnefs appears, in the vaft variety of blef-

iings provided either for our enjoyment or

entertainment, as his creatures ! While the

heavens fhine with his glory, the earth is

full of his goodnefs.——Glance at his works

of providence, and how wife, how holy his

conduct ! How great, how good his delign !

With goodnefs and mercy he follows us con-

tinually;—follows us from infancy to man-
hood, from the cradle to the grave. Yea,

the darkeft, the moft afflictive difpenfations

with which the true chriftian is ever exer-

cifed, fliall, in the event, be found to be no
exceptions to the truth of this obfervation

:

For " all things work together for good, to

them that love himV—But in redemption.

Almighty love is pleafed to lay afide the veil.

God commandeth his love towards finners
d

:

And in doing this, there is fuch a difplay of

majefty and mercy, of greatnefs and good-

nefs, that angels wonder, finners are cap-

tivated, and iaints, adore through eternity.

Such a difcovery of the love of God had the

Apoitle obtained, that he dwells upon it

with
c Rom. viii. 28.-—a Rom. v. 8.
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with a plcafing tautology, in feveral parts of

this chapter. Thus, verfe 9 and 10, " In

this was manifefted the love of God towards

us, becaufe that God fent his only begotten

Son into the world, that we might live

through him. Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and lent

his Son to be the propitiation for our fins."

To the fame purpofe, verfe 14, " We have

feen and do teftify, that the Father fent the

Son to be the Saviour of the world.''

2. Another effect of love to God, is a

very high efteem and regard to the revelation

he hath given of himfelf in his word. What
is the Bible, but that bright mirror in

which we behold theglory of the Lord ?

—

In his law, how doth he reveal himfelf as

an holy, perfect, and righteous Being;

—

as requiring not only regularity in the out-

ward conduct, but truth in the inward parts.

Herein we view him as perfect beauty, ftrict

rectitude, and glorious in holinefs : All his

commandments appear as they really are,

holy, juft, and good : And though confider-

ed in ourfelves, this law is the miniftration

of condemnation to us ; yet there is a glory

difcovered in it, which is altogether worthy

of God. The finner, that is convinced by
the Holy Spirit, doth not cavil at the law,

becaufe it is holy, but condemns himfelf for

want of conformity to it : Approving of

God's holinefs therein, he mourns over his

X x 2 defects

:
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defers : And in proportion as the law ap-

pears glorious to his underftanding, he

loaths himfelf becaufe of his finful deformi-

ty. The true convert loves the law, becaufe

it is a manifeftation of God : Hence David
efteemed all his commandments e

: And he

breaks out in the language of holy tranfport,

" O how love I thy law ! It is my medita-

tion all the dayV The law was his de-

light, and he prays that God would open

his eyes, that he might behold the wonder-

ful things contained therein z.—Job likewife

declares that he efteemed the words of his

mouth, more than his necefTary food\—
The Apoftle Paul alfo, even at the very fea-

fon when we find him complaining, and

groaning on account of indwelling fin, de-

clares, that he " confented to the law, that

it was good,'' and b delighted in this law of

God after the inward man V
As to the other part of God's word, viz.

the go/pel, it is the moll: bright, the moft

perfect revelation of his glory and beauty,

that he ever did, or ever will give to his

church in the prefent ftate. It is by this,

that he (hines into the heart, to give the

light of the knowledge of his glory, in the

face of Jelus ChrirtA In this, we all with

open face, beholding as in a glais, the glory

of the Lord, are changed into the fame

to

e Pfalm cx'x. i28—f Pfalm cxix. 97 —sPfalm cxix. 18.—
fe Jobxxiii. 12.^-* Rom. vii. 16, 22.

—

k 2 Cor. iv. 6.
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image from glory to glory \—Have you, my
brethren, this evidence of love to God ? I

am fenfible that you will find many ancj

great defeats in yourfelves ; but if it be your
fincere delire to be more conformed to the

will of God, in his law, and more fan&ifiea*

through the word of the truth of the gof~

pel ; it is no bad evidence that your love to

him is fincere. It is the property of Jove

both to conftrain to obedience, and to hum-
ble us, on account of our defefts. " For
this is the love of God, that we keep his

commandments : and his commandments
are not grievous

m." The furn of obedience,

both to the law andgofpel, is love.

3. Ordi?za?7ces are another fpecial mean of

God's appointment, for making himfelf

known to his people : And it is the property

of true love, highly to efteem and value

them. David counted one day in God's
houfe better than a thoufand ; and chofe ra-

ther to fuftain the meaneft office there, than
dwell in the tents of wickednefs

n
. It was

his delight to appear before God in the

fandtuary . This was his language, <f My
fpul breaketh for the longing that it hath to

thy judgments at all times V True love

will always difcover itielt by a fteady regard

to the feafons of gofpel worfhip. If we
really know what it is to have fellowihip

with

l 2 Cor. ml 18. m
1 John v 3.—n itfalm lxxxiv. 10.—

fpfalmxlii. 2.—PPfalm cxix. 20.
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with the Father, and with his Son Jefus

Chrift, we (hall ever be forward to embrace

every opportunity, when the doors of his

houfe ftand open, of increafing our ac-

quaintance with him.—-But to be carelefs

and indifferent in theie things, is a fure evi-

dence, either that love is wholly wanting,

or that it is in a very languid ftate.

4. Love to God will evidence itfelf by a

real efteem and value for his people. We
mail love them becaufe they are the children

of God and the brethren of Jefus Chrift.

Suppoie any of you had an intimate friend or

relation, removed into a diftant country,

who had left his family behind him, and

fome of them in indigent circumftances : If

we loved that friend, fhould we not ofteu

converfe with them, and endeavour to relieve

their neceffities ? The cafe is fimilar; God
has his family below, many of them are in low

circumftances : If then we love God we mall

love his people, becaufe they bear his image,

and for this very reafon, becaufe they are

related to him. We (hall " love them not

in word and tongue, but in deed and in

truthV This is an evidence of love to

God, much infilled on in this epiftle. " If a

man fay, I love God, and hateth his brother,

he is a liar : for he that loveth not his bro-

ther whom he hath feen, how can he love

God whom he hath not feen ? And this

commandment
* 1 John iii. 18.
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commandment have we from him, that he

who loveth God, love his brother alio'."

" We know that we are pafled from death

unto life, becaufe we leve the brethrenV
We come now,

II. To the caufe or fpring of this love

to God. We love him, be-cauje he firji loved

us. Our love to God, I apprehend, is not

primarily founded upon a difcovery of his

pardoning love to us in particular, but from

a view of what he is in himfelf, as he ap-

pears in Jefus Chrift. We find him to be all

that which is able to make us happy ; and as

fuch, we defire, above all things, to have

intereft in him. But it is not a difcovery of

God's love to this or that man in particular,

that begets love to him ; for none can have

evidence that God loves him in particu-

lar, further than he is keeping his command-
ments, and patiently bearing the crofs ; ac-

cording to thofe words which Chrift left for

the comfort of his firiends, " Ye are my
friends, if ye do whatfoever I command
you\" Let a man make ever fo found a

profeffion of the faith, and talk of ever fa

many impreffions and experiences, if he

wants to pafs thefe upon us as proofs of his

being a child of God, without (hewing his

faith, in the works of love commanded by

Jefus Chrift, he is affuredly deceiving his

own
r

1 John iv. 20, 21.
s

1 Johniii. 14.-— r John xv. 14.
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Own foul. The fpirit of holinefs does not

firft affure a man that God loves him, and
then works love in his heart to God : No \

he firft dire&s his heart into the love of God*
and then, in connection with its. genuine
fruits and effects, bears witnefs with his

fpirit that he is a child of God, an objedl

of his fpecial love.

The defign of the beloved Difciple in the

text, is, I apprehend* to argue from the

effecT: to the caufe. He lays this down as a

fixed principle, we do love God: And fuch

an effect can only flow from his having firft

loved us. He treats not fo much of the

manifeftation of God's love to us, as of the

operation of his love in us. Love is the

on)y caufe why we do love him. The
text is exactly parallel with a paffage we
meet with in the writings of David, Pfalm
cxvi. i. " I love the Lord, becaufe he hath

heard my voice, and my fupplications."

God's hearing his voice in a time of
trouble, was not the reafon why he loved

God, but the evidence that he did love him.
He explains himfelf in the 16th verfe* " O
Lord, truly I am thy fervant, I am thy fer-

vant, and the Son of thine hand-maid :"

But how could he fupport this declaration ?

Or what was the ground of his affurance ?

It was this, thou haft loofed my bonds*

However, that the words of the text may ap-

pear,
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pear, if poffible, more clear, let us view
the argument as drawn forth to this effect.

1. It is neither agreeable to our nature as

iinners, or to our practice, while in an un-
converted ftate, to love God. The carnal

mind is enmity againft him" ; and " the na-

tural man receiveth not the things of the

fpirit ,of God, for they are foolilhnefs unto
him; neither can he know them, becaufe

they are fpiritually difcernedV Love both
fuppofes union, and tends to the fupport of
it : But what fellowship hath light with
darknefs, or love with enmity ?—Hence it

appears evident,

r 2. That it is neither poffible for a de-

praved heart to work itfelf up lincerely to

love a pure and holy God : Nor can we fup-

pofe this to be the effect of any wicked and
diabolical fpirit. Is it not effential to all

things to act agreeable to their nature ? But
fo far is God, or his fervice, from being

agreeable to finners in an, unconverted ftate,

that they " fay unto the Almighty, Depart
from us, we defire not the knowledge of thy

ways V'—And as to the apoftate fpirits, it is

neither their practice to love God ; nor is it

their intereft, fuppofing it was in their

power, to produce it in others.—But,

3. The Apoftle afferts that all true

chriftians dp love God : And fince this is not

to be afcribed to themfelves, nor to the

Y y operation

°Rom. viii. 7,—v 1 Cor. ii. 14.—*Jobxxi. 14.
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operation of wicked fpirits : It muft proceed

either from the holy angels, or from God.
Bat feeing, however defirous the good
angels might be to effect this, it is beyond
their power; it follows, that love to God
muft, of necerlity, flow from himfelf. His
love is the caufe of our loving him ; and our

love to him is the fare evidence of his love to

our fouls. Here then we trace the effect up
to the caufe; and in doing fo, we find that

it is free, peribnal, diftinguiming, everlaft-

ing love. We love him ; and the only rea-

fon why any do love him, is, becavfe be Jirjl

loved them. Love to God, is the effecl and

evidence of the life of God in the foul : But
whence flows this love, or that life ? but

from God's eternal love to finners. Let us

call in the afiiftance of holy Paul, in order

to our underftanding thefe words of the belov-

ed John; Writing to the church at Ephefus,

he fays, " God, who is rich in mercy, for
HIS GREAT LOVE, WHEREWITH HE LOVED
us, even when we were dead in fins, hath

quickened us together with ChriftV
From which declaration thefe two things are

evident ; that it is owing to his great love

that finners are quickened ;—and they are

quickened in order to their loving him. So

that the love of God is the bleffed fpring,

the glorious caufe of the renovation, the

redemption^

y Ephcf. if. 4, 5.
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redemption, and the feparation of his people

from all eternity.

(1.) This love is evident in their renova-

tion. The kindnefs of God the Saviour

appears in this, " that according to his

mercy he iaves them, through the wafliing

of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy

GhoftV—-It is of his own will that they

are begotten \—It is he that deftroys the

enmity, and direcls the heart into the love

of himfelf \ So that if we do in reality love

God, his word, his ways, his people, we

have the beft mark that we can deli re of

our regeneration j and therein a fure evidence

of our being the objects of his love :
" tor

love is of God ; and every one that loveth,

is born of God, and knoweth God c
:"

(2.) If we really love God, we may look

beyond our quickening, and behold his love

finning forth glorioufly, in the great work

of redemption. The promife which God

made to the Saviour was this, He mall fee

his feed :—Shall fee of the travel of his foul,

and (hall be fatisfiedV All that are quick-

ened, were redeemed ; and all that were

redeemed, Jball be quickened. The commif-

fion of the fpirit is of the fame extent with

'the work of the Son: All that he redeemed

were given to him by the Father ; and all

Y y 2 that

* Titus iii. 4 > 5—a James i. iS.—"zTheff.Hi- 5
—

c
1 John iv. 7.—-'Ifa. liii. 10, n.—e Johnvi. 38, 39, »nd

John xvii. 2.
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that the Father hath given to him, fhali

come to him f
.—O ye new-born babes,

who defire the fmcere milk of the word, in

order to your growth in holinefs and com-
fort ; let me invite you to behold, admire,

and take comfort from the difplay of God's
love, in the glorious work of redemption as

here defcribed. " In this was manifefted

the love of God towards us, becaufe that

God fent his only begotten Son into the

world, that we might live through him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
that he loved us, and fent his Son to be the

propitiation for our fins 5 ."——But we have

not yet reached the extremity of God's love

to his people : For,

(3.) We may trace it up to his felf-

moving goodnefs, from all eternity. " God
fo loved the world, that he gave his onlv

begotten SonV He commended his love

towards us, in that while we were yet finners,

Chrift died for us
l

. Now as the difpofition

to give, is previous to the gift itfelf ; and
that which is commended, prior to the com-
mendation of it ; fo this love is more ancient

than the crofs of Chrift. He loved his

church with an everlafting love, and there-

fore he fent his Son to redeem, his fpirit to

renew them, and all with this view, that

they might be holy, and unblameable before

him

f John vi. 37. Si John iv. 9, 10.-—h John iii. 16.—

*

'Rom. v. 8.
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him in love\ Thus we fee, that our love

to God, is the evidence of his love to us j

and his love to us, is the fpring, caufe, rea-

fon, or, if you pleafe, principle of our love

to him. We love him* becauje he firfi loved

us.

From the fubjecl: we ihall deduce an in-

ference or two, and fo conclude this dif-

courfe. And,
1. If love to God be the characleriftic of

true chriftianity, then let me beieech you to

examine what claim you have to it.—If you
love God, you will neceffarily love what he
loves, and avoid what he hates. God will

be your delight, your reft, and the objecl:

both of your reverence and obedience. You
will efteem his favour better than life, re-

ceive his truth, depend on his promifes, love

his ordinances, and obferve his command-
ments : And though in many things you
come fhort, both of the rule of duty, and
your defire of conformity ; yet love will

bear you forward, with encreafing defire to

be more holy, more heavenly, and in all

things more like to the dear objecl: of your
efteem. In fhort, you will love God with
a different kind of love from what you love

any thing below, as well as in a different

degree : Your love to him will be more
pure,. more fpiritual, more difinterefted, than

that with which you love the creatures ; or

than
k Col. i. 22.
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than that with which the natural man may
love God. And as to the degree of this

love, it will be fuperior to a love of all

earthly enjoyments whatever.

But, on the other hand ; if you are carnal

in your purfuits, worldly in your aims, and
fenfual in your difpofitions, think not that

you are of thofe that love God : Quite the

reverfe, you are of another character, and of
another family : Haters of God is your
character ; the world is your portion ; and
the Devil your father. Think not, that by
excluding you from this character, I rank

you with the profane and abominable : No

;

I will only fuppofe you guilty of an undue
attachment to the world ; this, fome will

magnify as a virtue, and others reprefent

as a very fmall vice : However, in the

view of God, this will be found fufficient to

exclude every Demas from the character of

loving of God. " If any man love the

world, the love of the Father is not in

him 1/'

2. Suppofing that many of you have the

evidence that you do love God, what caufe

have you to be humbled on account of the

difproportion of your love to him ? God
is infinitely lovely in himfelf ; and confe-

quently it is both a reafonable and gracious

requirement, that we mould love the Lord
our God with all our heart, with all our

foul,

1
1 John ii. 15.
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foul, and with all our might.—Our failure

in this duty, is fin.—The degree of our

failure, conftitutes the degree of our fin.

—

And this mould be accompanied with a pro-

portionable degree of felf-abafement before

God.* May the difcoveries of His love

prompt our humility, fire our devotion, and
make us long to be for ever with the God
of love. May it be our privilege to dwell

in him here, and reign with him for ever,

for Chad's fake. Amen.

SERMON

f See this fubjeel fet forth in a very Unking manner, in

that moil excellent Trcatifc concerning Religious Ajfeclions> wrote

by that great and mining light Mr. Edwards, Preiident of the

College of New-Jerfey.





SERMON XVI.

God fecret, but certain, in all his

Proceedings : Or, The Providence

of God, the Counter-part to his

Purpofes*

ISAIAH xlv. 15.

Verily thou art a God that hidejl thyfelf: O
God of Ifrael the Saviour.

IT is a queftion which will ever exceed

the capacity of the moft enlarged under-

standing, " Canft thou, by fearching, find

out God ? Canft thou find out the Almighty
to perfection

21 ?" The Subject is great and
Wonderful : It is high as heaven, what can

we fay ? Deep as eternity, what can we do ?

In every view it is infinite and unfearchable.

In his nature, God is inconceivable ; and in

his providence, wife, wonderful, and in-

comprehenfible : His way is in the fea, his

Z 2 path
a job xi. ~
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path in the great waters, and his fobtftep9

are not known \
There are various ways in which God

may be faid to hide himfelf. If we confider

his nature, he is the omniprefent, yet invi-

sible God. He dwelleth in that light, to

which no mortal can approach and live : No
man hath heard his voice, or fcen his fhape.

He is a fpirit; a pure, perfect* infinite

fpirit. But how can our finite underftand-

ing comprehend the infinite God ? or our
carnal, low ideas, conceive of his pure and
fpiritual nature ? As foon might we empty
the channels of the fea with a cockle-fhell,

or gather the winds in our fift. To demon-
ftrate the being and perfections of God from
his works, is no great difficulty : The hea-

vens declare his glory
c

, and the earth is full of

the evidences of his goodnefs. We can fay

what he is not, and faintly defcribe what he
is; but who can trace him out to perfec-

tion ? Let Saints and Angels exert themfelves

to the utmoft, he remains infinitely exalted

above all their blefiing and praife. Cheru-
bim and Seraphim mud: veil their faces be-

fore his uncreated glory, and every finite

capacity fink under the weight of their ear-

ned defires, to increafe in the knowledge of

him.

As a fovereign ; God is pleafed alfo at fea-

fons to hide his face from his own people :

He
b Pfolm lxxvii. 19,

c Pfalm xix. 1.
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He withdraws the fpecial tokens of his fa-

vour, fufpends his facred vifits, or withholds
thofe difcoveries of his grace, which render
his inftitutions profitable : He delivers them
into the hand of their enemies, that they
may be chaftifed for their tranfgreflions

:

Continues them under the yoke of fervitude,

or doth not bring the deliverance fo foon as

they defire or expect.

Confidered as the great direBor and difpofer

of all events, there are times and cafes in

which he hides himfelf. As the God of
providence and falvation, it may be faid of
him, that his judgments are a great deep,

and all his ways wonderful. The wifdom
of the plan, the beauty of the conne&ion,
and the harmony of the feveral parts, are all

fubjefts of admiration. What a depth of
defign ! What a propriety of conduct \ What
a fitnefs of means, conducive to the end in

view, is evident in all that God hath
wrought. Ten thoufand instruments, per-

haps, are engaged at once ; the work is con-
tinued upon the wheel for feveral genera-

tions ; but at laft it is wrought off, with-
out either flaw or failure. " O the depth of
the riches both of the wifdom and knowledge
of God! How unfearchable are his judg-
ments, and his ways paft rinding outV
*« The providence of God towards his peo-

Z z 2 " pie,

d Rom. xi. 33.
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" pie, may, with propriety, be called the

" Drama of Mercy; various fcenes of dif-

<( trefs, trials, afflictions, enlargements, and
" entanglements are exhibited , but when
" all the fcenes are withdrawn, and the cur-
xi tain removed, it will plainly appear, that

" all things have wrought together for

" good, to them that love and fear God."

He never erred in judgment, or failed in any

thing which he undertook ; There is no

fearching of his understanding, and what his

foul defireth, even that he doth. One uni-

form defig-n prevails in all the works, the

ways, the dominion of Jehovah : The circle

is large; the lines many, but the centre is

one. The good of Zion, in connection

with his own glory, is the central point, in

which all his wprits of grace and providence

terminate. He is that unfeen caufe, which

directs, difpofes, and orders all events. It

is his fpirit which moves in all the wheels of

providence -, and however contrary their di-

rection may appear to our view, in reality,

they all move ftraight forward. Such is the

nature of that hiding, mentioned in the

text. Verily thou art a God that hidejl thy-

felf: God of Ifrael the Saviour, In treat-

ing upon thefe words, let us confider,

I. The
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I. The honourable title by which God is

here addreffed. O God of Ifrael the Sa-
viour.

II. What is faid of him under this cha-
racter. Verily thou art a God that hidejl

thy/elf.

I. In the title this glorious Being is de-
fcribed, both in his relation to his people,
and in his wonderful appearances for them*
He is the God and Saviour of his Ifrael.

1. In relation to them, he is ftiled the

God of Ifrael. By Ifrael, I apprehend, we
are to underftand the church of God, in every
age and country: And when he is ftiled

their God, it evidences him to be the object

of their worfhip, the glory of their land,

the original of their comfort. He ever was,
is, and ever will be the hope, the ftrength,

and the confidence of his believing family :

And whenever his name is mentioned, as the
God of Ifrael, we are reminded of that gra-
cious, feafonable, and very remarkable de-
liverance, which he wrought for his fervant

Jacob. To have intereft in this God,
through Jefus Chrift, is to have that eye en-
gaged to watch over us,—that arm to defend
us,—and that treafure to fupply us, which
fo eminently appeared for the Patriarch in

his diilrefs. If by Jefus Chrift we have en-
trance into this family, then all the promi-
{^s, privileges, and encouragements, which

pertained



66 God fecret, but certain,

pertained to Ifrael, belong alfo to us. Jeho-
vah is our God, and we are his people ;—his

prefence and promife,—his oath and cove-

nant,—his name and nature, are all engaged

for us. Truly " happy is that people that

is in fuch a cafe : yea happy is that people,

whofe God is the Lord ." His wifdom
fhall guide, his power keep, and his grace

fupply them : In fhort, he has engaged that

as their day is, fo (hall their ftrength be f

j

and that he will never leave them, nor for-

fake them g
.—-The name Ifrael, you will

remember, was given to Jacob, upon his

wreflling with the Angel ; and therefore, the

primary reafon why Jehovah was called the

God of Ifrael, was, that of his meer fove-

reign grace he entered into covenant with

him, to be his friend, guide, and eternal

portion. It is by Jefus Chrift, that we
Gentiles have accefs to all thefe privileges,

and through him, God becomes the friend,

the guide, and portion of every believer.

2. As his relation to the people is figni-

fied by his being ftiled the God of Ifrael, his

wonderful appearancesJor tbem is expreffed by

the term Saviour. It is he that fupports

them under trouble, makes their trials pro-

fitable, and in his own time, as well as for

his own glory, delivers them out of them.

There is a peculiar emphafis in the words,

the

c Pfa!m cxliv. 15.

—

f Deut, xxxiil. ii.t—sHeb.xiji 5.
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the Saviour: As much as to fay, the only

Saviour, the conjlant Saviour.

In the review of their deliverances, they

find the number many, and the feafons

when they were effected, very diflant from
each other : But however different the occa*-

fion, diflant the time, or various the inflru-

ments, the Saviour was one. They give

to God all the honour, both of providing

the means, and of rendering them effectual.

All vifible Saviours were of his raifing up;
they came with his commiffion, and there-

fore fucceeded in his fervice. All the tem-
poral deliverances wrought for the church
of God, previous to the incarnation of our

bleffed Lord, were but fo many earnefls of,

and preparatives to, that great and glorious

falvation, which he brought in himfelf.

While they pronounce him the only Savi-

our, do they not alfo proclaim him the conjlant

Saviour ? What he was formerly, he is flill ;

the Saviour. He that had delivered their

fathers, delivered them the children -, and
they trufled in him, that he would flill de-

liver his church, even to the end. The
falvation of God is to be confidered as one

continued work : It began as foon as fin

made its entrance, and will run on till the

confummation of all things. God is ad-

vancing his gracious defigns of falvation,

when he removes the gofpel from one place

an (I
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and fends it to another : And in times of

perfecution, as well as in feafons of outward
profperity, he is the Saviour. He will both
purge away the drofs, and polim the gold

that is to adorn his heavenly palace.—The
falvation of God then is one : This is the

end which he never lofes fight of; and this

the work in which he is continually engag-

ed. There is not a year, a month, yea, a

moment paiTes over our head, but this fal-

vation draws nearer to its maturity and per-

fection. This remark might be as fully con-

firmed from a general view of his work, as

it is evident in the experience of every be-

liever : And of fuch the Apoftle aflerts,

" Now is your falvation nearer than when
ye believed

h
. Every finner that is convert-

ed, every faint that is glorified, brings this

grand defign nearer to a period. This glori-

oufly important work is carried on in fo

gradual and imperceptible a manner, and

oftentimes advanced by means, in our view

fo unlikely, that we in a great meafure

lofe fight of the all- wife Agent : This, I

fuppofe, is what the church means by his

hiding himfelf. We now pafs on,

II. To confider what the church obferves

of this God and Saviour of Ifrael. Ferily

thou art a God that hideji thyjelf*

It

h Rom. xiii. xi.
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It has been obferved already, that thefe

words are defcriptive of the fecret, yet fure

and furprifing way, in which God carried on
his great deiigns in the falvation of his people.

There is fo much of myftery, not only in

the defign itfelf, but in the profecution of

it, that it is often hid, not only from the

world, but from his own people likewife.

Yea, the principal agents which are employ-
ed by him, have generally no fuch view in

what they perform, as the event difcovers.

The devices of a man's heart are purfued,

but the counfel of the Lord is either advan-

ced or effected therein. The Lord feeth the

end from the beginning ; and that end is

the manifestation of his own glory in the

falvation of the church. This he always

keeps in view ; and the plan which he has

laid down, is wifely calculated to bring

about this bleffed end.—Under this head I

mall attempt two things. ift, To mew
that in all God's faving interpofitions for his

church, He has been pleafed to hide him-
felf.—And, 2dly, Affign fome reafons why
he chufes to act thus.

First. We are to mew that in God's

faving interpofitions for his church, he hath

all along been pleafed to hide himielf : /. e.

He doth not difcover his defign, till his end

is accompli fhed ; nor reveal himfelf as the

author, till the work is cornpleated. That
this truth may appear with the fulleft evi-

A a a dence,
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dence, let me beg ycur attention to the

fituation of the church in various periods ;

and in all of them it will appear, that the

God and Saviour of Ifrael was pleafed to hide

himfelf. Confider,

i. His gracious appearances for the hu-
man race, upon the firft entrance of fin.

The Tempter prefents the bait,— his argu-

ments prevail,—his defire is accomplished,

—

man, with his pofterity, are involved in one

general ruin. How may we imagine, all

hell would triumph, upon the fuppofition,

that the whole race would now fliare in the

fame punifhment, with the wretched out-

cafts of heaven, and the delign of God in

creation would be fruftrated for ever. May
it not here be afked ; Could not Gcd have

placed his creature man out of the reach of

temptation ? Would it not have been better

to have rendered him incapable of.falling?

Or at leaft, why was not fome fwift- winged

mefienger cjifmiffed to warn him of his dan-

ger, before he had tailed of the prohibited

fruit ? But the heilifh plot is laid, the affault

is fuccefsful, and man is ruined before God
appears. Is all this to be afcribed to negli-

gence, or want of power ?—No fuch thing.

Sin is fuitered to enter, " that in the ages

to come he might (hew the exceeding riches

of his grace, in his kindnefs towards us,

through Chrift Jefus '-." He makes even the

rage

iEphef. ji. 7.
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rage of devils, and the fin of man to praife

him, and opens a way for the introduction of
lalvation. Had Satan never fallen, man had
not been tempted,—being tempted he fell ;

—
and falling, the riches of love, mercy, grace,

wifdom, and power are magnified in his

falvation. In all this the God of lalvation

was pleafed to hide himfelf, till the favour-

able opportunity came, to baffle the devices

of hell, fave the captive, and more abundant-
ly to glorify himfelf in the falvation of the

fmner, than in preferving him in a ftate of

innocence.

2. Confider the Lord's delivering his peo-

ple Ifrael from under the power of Egypt %

and the fame obfervation is eminently illuf-

trated. Things are fo difpofed, that Ifrael

are brought into very miferable circumfcan-

ces. They are oppreffed, afflicted, and
weighed down with heavy burdens. No
dawn of falvation appears,—the cloud grows

more lowring, and the oppreffion more hea-

vy : Till at lad the haughty tyrant iffues the

cruel mandate, for the death of their new-
born fons. In this view of things, might
it not be ailced, what is become of the God
of falvation ? Has he forfaken the earth ?

Has he caft off his people ? Or, does he pay

no attention to their prayers, tears, and dif-

trelies ? The event proves that the relation

was not diffolved ; and though for a fmall

moment he hid his face from them, yet, in

A a a 2 the
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the iffue, with great mercy he gathered

them. All this time he was preparing the

ialvation for them. Had their condition

been otherwise than it was, this ialvation

had not appeared fo great : But under all the

darknefs of this difpenfation, things were

working together for their good. There
was a Uriel connection between their Offer-

ings and their triumph. Had not Pharaoh
ordered the death of their male children,

Mofes would not have been caft upon the

waters:—Had he not been caft upon the

water, the king's daughter would not have

met with him.— If me had not feen and

pitied him, in that expofed condition, he
would never have come into the king's

palace.—Had not this been the cafe, he
would never have had the opportunity to

mew his attachment to Ifrael, and thereby

prefer the reproaches of Chrift to all the

riches of Egypt \—But for this, he would
never have fled to Midian ; never converied

with God in the burning- bum, or been com-
miffioned by him to be the fcourge of
Egypt, and faviour of Ifrael. So, that in

the view of the whole, we may fay, had it

not been for Pharaoh's cruelty,—his daugh-
ter's tender feelings,—the indignation of

Mofes , again ft the very appearance of
cruelty and oppreffion,—and God's feafon-

able interDofition in a ftrange land, Ifrael

would
Heb. x:. 24> 27.
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would have been worn out with oppreffion,

the church would have failed, and the wo-
man's feed would never have been born. 1

But the Lord, though invifible, faw the

afflictions of his people, and he faved thern.

3. View them again in the Babylonifh

captivity, and we fee how fecretly he carries

on the defigns of his love. There is a very

evident reference to this in the beginning

of the chapter. 4< Thus faith the Lord to his

anointed, to Cyrus> whofe right hand I have

holden, to fubdue nations before him : and

I will loofe the loins of kings to open before

him the two-leaved gates, and the gates

{hall not be {hut. I will go before thee,

and make the crooked places ftraight : I will

break in pieces the gates of brafs, and cut

in funder the bars of iron. And I will give

thee the treafures of darknefs, and hidden

riches of fecret places, that thou mayeft

know, that I the Lord, which call thee by
thy name, am the God of Jfrael. For
Jacob my fervant's fake, and Jfrael mine,

elect, 1 have even called thee by thy name :

I have furnamed thee, though thou hail:

not known me. I am the Lord, and
there is none elfe, there is no God beiides

me : I girded thee, though thou haft not

known me: That they may know from the

riling of the fun, and from the weft, that

there is none befides me, I am the Lord,

and
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and there is none elfe V And to the fame
purpofe he fpeaks again, " I have railed

him up in righteoufnefs, and I will direct

all his ways : He (hall build my city, and he

fhall let go my captives, not for price nor

reward, faith the Lord of HoftsV Cyrus

was in the purfuit of glory, and feeking the

enlargement of empire. He knew nothing

of the Lord, nor had the lead difcovery,

how his defigns were connected with the

divine purpoles : Babylon was well fortified,

well peopled, wxll fupplied ; they were fo

fecure, as to leave the Perfians to gaze upon
their walls, while they devoted themfelves

to their fports and revels. But when God
hath work to do, rivers (hall change their

courfes, and gates of brafs fly open to give

him entrance. Probably, the poor captive

jews had very little hope of deliverance ; or,

they might think it as well to be in the hand
of their prefent rnafters, as to become cap-

tives to new tyrants ; yea, it is not unlikely,

that fome of them were in arms at this very

feafon, to defend the city : But it was the

time in which God had refolved to appear

as the God of falvation, and therefore he

fecretly works the way for their deliverance.

Once more.

4. Confider his appearance for finners by

Jefus Chrift, and how is the whole defigii

conducted in a very fecret manner ? The
Jews

Ufa. xlv. 1—6. ffi
Ifa. xlv. 13.
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Jews had great expectation of the promifed
Meffiah at this feafon : But the Saviour they
expecled was very different from what God
deiigned. The birth, parentage, appear*
ance, doctrine and claims of our Lord,' \vere
fo oppofite to their view of things, that they
conclude him to be an impoitor. The Jews
would never have ace u fed him to PU-ate
had he but anfwered their expectations :

Pilate would gladly have acquitted him, not-
withstanding his accufation, but that he
feared the Jews :—And thus, between preju-
dice on the one hand, and fear on the other,
God was fecretly accomplifhing his deiigns of
falvation. Judas betrays him,

—

Barrabbas is

preferred to him, and Pilate condemns him :

But all this was the way for God's counfel
to be fulfilled ; and in the review of the
whole, we may cry out, Verily thou art a
God that hideft thyfelf O God of Ifrael the
Saviour.

5. Confider the final rejection of the Jews,
and the conversion of the Gentiles, and how
fecretly did the Lord advance his great de-
fign of ialvation ? In about forty years after

the death of Chrifr, God breaks up houfe
with his ancient people. The temple is dc-
ftroyed, the facrifice ceafes, the city is laid

in heaps, and its inhabitants fcattered up
and down in the earth : But in ail this the
deiign of God was drawing nearer to its

perfection, The Jews are broken off, that

the
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the Gentiles may be grafted in. The gof-

pel mud have a more extenfive fpread, that

the eledt of God may be gathered out of

the different nations of the world : This, I

prefume, is what we are to underfland by
the words preceding the text. " Thus
faith the Lord, the labour of Egypt, and
merchandife of Ethiopia, and of the Sabeans*

men of ftature fhall come over unto thee,

and they lhall be thine, they mall come af-

ter thee, in chains they fhall come over :

and they fhall fall down unto thee, faying,

furely God is in thee, and there is none elfe*

there is no God." Upon this, the church
breaks out in the language of admiration,

Verily thou art a God that bidejl thvfelf, O
God of Ifrael the Saviour : Exactly agreeing

with the Apoftle Paul, who after a large

difcourfe upon the rejection of the Jews,
concludes with thefe words, " O the depth

of the riches both of the wifdom and

knowledge of God ! how unfearchable are

his judgments, and his ways paft finding

out
n

!
" 1 come now,

Secondly, To affign fome reafon, why
the Lord thus fecretes his defign in the pur^

fuit of it.

i. One reafon is, that the children of
men may not be prevented from following

their own difpoiition and inclination. Was
the divine plan to be laid open to public

view,

'Rom. xi. 33.
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view, in all its connections and tendencies,

probably many great and important events

which have taken place, might never have
happened : And unlefs they had fallen out

as they did, we fhould yet have been defti-

tute of a Saviour. Let me illuftrate this

by two very remarkable inftances. The firft

is the cafe of Jojeph. This is fo ftrikingly

reprefented by an author, that I fhall givQ it

in his own words. u How many cafual
" events may we remark in the hiflory of
€C
J°feph> which had each a neceffary in-

" fluence in his enfuing promotion ! If he
" had not dreamed, or if he had not told his

" dream >,—If the Midianites had parTed by
u a day fooner, or a day later ;—If he had
*' been fold to any perfon but Potiphar -

y—If
" his miftrefs had been a better woman ;—If
* c Pharaoh's officers had not difpleafed their

" Lord ; —Or, if all or any of thefe things
f * had fallen out in any other manner, or
** time, than they did, all that followed had
'* been prevented. The promifes and pur-
" pofes of God concerning Ifrael, their bon-
" dage, deliverance, polity, and fettlement
" muft have failed :—And as all thefe things
" tended to, and centered in, Chrift,— the
" promifed Saviour ; the defire of all nations
" would not have appeared,—mankind had
" been yet in their fins, and the counfels of
" God's eternal love had been defeated.

" Thus we fee, there is a connection between

B b b " Jofepb's
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" J°feP® $ dream, and falvation by Jefus
« (Shrift*."-—The other inftance I would
refer to, is the death of Chrift. Upon this,

it muft be acknowledged, much depended :

Had not this taken place, cur condition had
been truly miferabie, and our future pro-

fpecls awful beyond expreffion ; yet the Apo-
ftle aiTures us, that " had they known it,

they would not have crucified the Lord of

Life and gloryV Thus by being permitted

to follow their own paffions and prejudices,

they became inftruments in advancing God's

work of falvation. Another reafon is,

2. That wicked men, however they may
be inftrumental in promoting the good of

the church, might be left inexcufable in

their wickednefs. Was the purpofe of God
evident before; they might argue, that they

were under a fatal neceffity to act as they

do : But feeing they act freely without

any conftraint, feeing they are no way
compelled to acl: as they do, every fanner's

mouth muft be flopped, and all ftand guilty

before

* Sec an Authentic narrative offome remarkable particulars in

the life of
********, communicated in a feries of letters to the

Re<v. Mr. Haweis, Reclor of AUivinckle^ Northampton/hire.

Thefe letters contain the moft particular difplay of the ways of

providence, that lever met with in any human production : I

know of no parallel to it, except the hittory Mofes has given us

of Jofepby in the book of Gencfis, and that beautiful drama of

providence, contained in the book of EJloer,

1 Cor. ii. 8.
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before him. God being infinite in fore-

knowledge, could not but fee how that fuch

perfons, being in fuch circumftances, and at

fuch a time, would acl: fo and fo : And he
refolved to glorify himfelf by them, in

bringing good out of evil. But the ful-

filling of his purpofes is no j unification of

their crimes : It may, and does, magnify his

v/ifdom, but is no excufe for their impiety.

How evident is this, from the cafes that

have been mentioned already : Jofep/Ss bre-

thren, and the murderers of the bleffed

Jejus, were abfolutely inexcuiable in their

conduct, though the one were preparing the

way for God's glory, and the other did what
<c his hand and counfel determined before to

be done p ."

3. Another reafon why he hides his de-

iign, is, that he may try the faith and pa-

tience of his own people, and flir them up
to greater diligence in religious duties, fuch

as fearching the fcripture, prayer, and an at-

tentive examination of providence. A re-

markable example to this purpofe, we have

in holy Daniel: Having underftood from the

writings of the prophet Jeremiah, the num-
ber of the years in which the Lord would
accompli(h the defolatibns of jerufalem, he

let his face to feek unto the Lord, by prayer

and fupplications, with falling, fackcloth,

and amesV God is pleafed to keep his

B b b 2 church
•p Adts iv. 28. °- Dan. ii. ?.
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church in a waiting frame, that they may
glorify him by their faith, and in their fer-

vices.

4. The Lord is alfo pleafed to hide him-
felf, while in the operation, that his wif-

dom may be difplayed and admired in the

event. How pleafing, how profitable to our^-

felves ! How honourable to God is fuch a

review ! How wife, wonderful, and gracious

are all his proceedings ! How admirable the

contrivance ; fure the progrefs, and wonder-

ful the event ! Who could have thought,

that things which once appeared fo contrary,

were fo neceffary, fo ufeful, fo proper !

Who is a God like unto Ifracl's God ? Not
only glorious in holinefs, but wonderful in

working 1
. Truly wifdom belongeth unto

God ; and it is weaknefs in us, ever to cen-

fure his proceedings. He is wonderful in

counfel, wife in his choice of means, adapt-

ed to the end he has in view, and excellent

in working. " The works of the Lord are

great, fought out of all them that have plea-

fure therein V
5. The laft reafon we fhall affign for his

conduct, in hiding himfelf, while thus en-

gaged for the good of Zion, is, that all the

honour of falvation may be afcribed to him,

by his faints through eternity. Then God
will appear to be all in air. The work be-

ing compleated, will be admired by all the

glorious
r Expd. xv. 11.

s Pfalm cxi. 2. f
i Cor. xv. 28.
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glorious company of Saints and Angels.

God will be glorified in his Saints, and ad-

mired by all them that have believed".

That great multitude, which no man can
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues, {landing before the

throne, in robes of fpotlefs white, and palms
of victory in their hands, will proclaim

with a loud voice, Salvation to our God,
which fitteth upon the throne, and unto

the Lamb. Angels and elders, proftrate be-

fore him, will unite in the general chorus,

faying, Amen : Blefiing, and glory, and
wifdom, and thankfgiving, and honour,

and power, and might, be unto our God
for ever and ever. Amen w

. All will join in

this fong, " great and marvellous are thy

works, Lord God Almighty ; juft and true

;
are thy ways, thou King of SaintsV
Thus having proved the do&rine of the

text, and affigned fome reafons for God's

acting thus, we mall conclude the whole
with an inference or two from the fubjecT:.

And,
1. Hence we learn, that, in particular

cafes, the providence and purpofe of God
may wear a very different afpecl:. The way
to falvation may lay upon the verge of ruin ;

and the door to comfort, be opened in the

valley of tribulation. Thy God, O believer,

may try thee, in order to fee if thou darelt

truft

u 2 Thefl*. i. 10.-

—

w Rev. vii. 9—12.-

—

x Rev. xv. 3.
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truft him : Judge not therefore of his love

to thee by outward difpenfations ; trials,

lories, afflictions, are in the lift of the all

things which mall work together for thy

good 7
. Whom the Lord loveth he chaf-

teneth
z

j and though for a fmall moment,
and in a little wrath, he hide his face from
thee, yet he remembers you frill, and
with great mercy will he gather you a

.

2. From this fubject we alfo infer, that

in all the fhakings and commotions of na-

tions, God is carrying on his own work.
The glory of Egypt fhall be brought into

difgace, the empire of Babylon be dillblved,

and the arms of Cefar prove victorious

over the inhabitants of this ifle : But the

ialvation of Ifrael, the fpread of the gofpel,

or the converfion of finners, is that which
he has principally in view. What will be

the end of the prefent unhappy difpute

between Great-Britain and the Colonies in

America, I prefume not to fay; but the

God of falvation reigneth 5 his purpofes are

going on ; and his glory mail fhine forth

illuflrioufly in the event.—And when all

the myfteries of providence are wound up
to a period, the volume of the divine pur-

pofes will appear to have been fully

tranfcribed, without either blot or mis-

take :

His

yRqm. viii. 28.—* Hcb. xii. 6.— a
Ifa. liv. 7, 8.
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His providence unfolds the book,

And makes his counfels (hine

:

Each opening leaf, and every ftroke,

Fulfils fome deep defign.

May we wait for his appearance : Then
his work fliall be fully manifefted, his

ways approved, and his name honoured
in our everlafting praifcs. ". Now unto

the King eternal, immortal, INVISIBLE,
THE ONLY WISE GOD, be honour
and glory, forever and ever. Amen b "

SERMON

1 Tim. i. i~.





SERMON XVII.

The Faint encouraged, and the Weak
fupported : Or, Divine Strength

perfected in Human Weaknefs.

ISAIAH xl. 29,

He giveth power to the faint *, and to them
that have no might, he mcreafethJirength*

IF we examine the records of providence,

we fhall find that in every age God has

had a people whom he hath delighted to

honour : A people who have been richly

diftinguifhed by his royal munificence and
fovereign bounty. For their fake he built

the world at firft ; and all his great produc-
tions therein, are carried on with a view to

their welfare. " He plants the heavens and
lays the foundations of the 1 earth, that he
may fay unto Zion, thou art my peopleV
They are a people who are precious in his

C c c fight,

*Ifa. li. 16.
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fight, the objects of his love, the charge of*

his almighty power, and in whom he will

be eternally glorified. He accounts of them
as his treafure, and guards them as the ap-

ple of his eye
b
. He gave the glory of

Egypt, to ranfom their perfons from the

human thraldom , yea, gave the brightness

of his own glory, even the Son of his love,

to redeem their fouls from fpiritual and ever-

lafting mifery. The price that was paid for

them, will be an eternal evidence of the

greatnefs of his love : " God fo loved the

world, that he gave his only begotten Son,

that whofoever believeth in him, mould not

perifh, but have eternal lifeV " He com-
mendeth his love towards us, in that while

we were yet finners Chrifl died for us
6."

Saints are the jewels of his crown, and the

veflels of his glory. He knows them that

are his
f

; knows their fituation, their wants,

their weaknefies ; knows their difficulties,

dangers, and fincere defires to glorify him.
With a view to this favoured remnant, he
hath given forth exceeding great and preci-

ous promifes s
:—Promifes founded on veraci-

ty, big with grace and glory, and made fure to

all the feed, by power and holinefs : Pro-

mifes of pardon, of purity, offtrength, and

victory :—Promifes, which reveal his pur-

pofe, and are all yea and amen, in Chrift

Jefus

* Zech. ii. 8. c
Ifa. xliii. 3.

d John iii. 16.——
e Rom. v. 8. f 2 Tim. ii. 19.-—8 2 Pet. i. 4.
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Jefus the Lord, to the glory of God by
us

h
. It is a promife-making, a grace-con-

ferring, a fouMupporting God, that has

written the arguments of his love, in fair and
immortal letters, almoft in every page of the

Bible. To iilence the fears of this people,

to itrengthen their faith, and to encourage
their hope, is the mark at which infinite

wifdom aims, in the word of revelation :

!' By two immutable things, in which it is

jmpoflible for God to lie, the heirs of pro-

mise (hall have ftrong confolaticn, who
flee for refuge to lay hold on the hope kt
before them 1 ." It is the eternally faithful,

all-gracious, and unchangeable Jehovah,
who gheth power to the faint , and to thoje

that have no mighty increafethjlrength.

The chapter from which the text is taken,

abounds w,ith a rich collection of the moft
folid and fupporting comforts, for the

church of God, that either they can need or

he beftow. Herein he difplays himfelf in

all the glory of his character, as the God of

all grace and comfort : The fubftance of it

is collected in the two firft verfes, and there-

in you have a fpecimen of that divine fpirit

which breathes through the whole. " Com-
fort ye, comfort ye my people, faith your

God, fpeak ye comfortably to Jerufa-

lem, &c." Chrift is the root of all comfort

tQ the fallen race of men ; and in this view

C c c 2 he

\z Cor. i. 20.—^eb. vi. i$.
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he is here particularly referred to, both in

his office and divine character. In the for-

mer, appears the fkill, patience, and tender-

nefs of a fhepherd : He feeds, fupports, and
will lave the fheep of his pafture. Ver. n.
" He fhall feed his flock like a fhepherd

:

he (hall gather the lambs with his arm,
and carry them in his bofom, and fhall

gently lead thofe that are with young."
Nor is he only meek and merciful as Medi-
ator, but as God ; he is infinite in wifdom,
power, and glory. He is that glorious

Lord of nature, " who hath meafured the

waters in the hollow of his hand, and
m red out heaven with a fpan, and compre-
hended the duft of the earth in a meafure^

and weigheth the mountains in, fcales, and
the hills in a balance," ver. 12, "Behold
the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and
are counted as the fmall duft of the balance;

behold, he taketh up ifles as a very little

thing." ver. 15. "All nations before him
are as nothing, and they are counted to him
lefs than nothing, and vanity." ver. 17.

His providence extends to all the creatures ;

the more minute are not overlooked by him,

and the moft feeble enjoy his fupport. Ver.

26. " Lift up your eyes on high, and be-

hold who hath created thefe things, that

bringeth out their hoft by number : he

calleth them all by names, by the greatnefs

of his might, for that he is ftrong in power,

not
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not one faileth."—But after all, though he
has told us again and again, that his faints

are precious in his fight, that he delights

over them to do them good, and that what-
ever is negledted, their intereft mall not be
overlooked : Yet how ready are they to doubt
the whole2 or in particular circumftances to

infer the very contrary, as in ver. 27.
" Why fayeft thou, O Jacob, and fpeakeft,

O Ifrael, my way is hid from the Lord, and
my judgment is paffed over from my God ?"

In anfwer to fqch a difpofition, he refers

them to the hiftory of the church,—the ex-

perience of all good men,—and the records

of heaven ; all which tend to difplay his

power and wifdom, drawn forth in love,

Ver. 28. " Haft thou not known ? haft thou

not heard, that the everlafting God, the

Lord, the creator of the ends of the earth

fainteth not, neither is weary ? there is no
fearching of his underftanding." He neither

finks under the weight of fo extenfive a go-

vernment, nor is weary in loading his faints

with his favours. His understanding extends

to all perfons and things, and therefore he

can never be at a lofs how to provide for, or

plead the caufe of his people. He knows
their frame and neceffities, and " will fup-

ply all their need, according to the riches of

his glory by Chrift JefusV As an evi-

dence of this, He giveib power to the faint,

and
* Philip, iv. 19.
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and to them that have no might, he increafeth

ftrength.

In difcourfing on thefe words, we may
obferve, in the general, that the life of a chri-

ftian is frequently in fcripture compared to a

race, and a warjpre ; and experience teaches

fuch, that they have neither power for the

one, nor ftrength for the other ; that their

help cometh from the Lord, and that their

fufriciency is found in him alone. The text,

you fee, abounds with confolations in each

reipedt. Does the believer faint in his

courfe, or find that he hath no ftrength to

maintain the conteft againft fin and Satan ?

Let him know for his encouragement, that

he is related to that God, who givetb power
to thefaint, &c.

Taking the words then in the order in

which they lay in the text, we fhall firft

confider the condition referred to, and then,

the encouragement prefented to a foul con-

fidered in fuch circumftances.

He giveth power to the faint', to thofe that

arefatigued* tired, fpent in a journey, fo the

word fignifies
l

; and that the true chriftian is

often ready to faint in his heavenly courfe,

will appear from feveral confiderations, fome
of which we mall mention.

i. He is fometimes ready to faint in his

courfe, from the experience of his entire

weaknefs, and inability for the undertaking.

He
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Me feels the effedts of his fall in Adam, and,

like Jacob of old, travels towards Canaan,
with much pain and with many difcou-

ragements. If at feafons he is enabled to

run the way of God's commandments
with an enlarged heart, you foon hear

him pleading for quickening grace, to re-

vive a heart that cleaveth to the duft. O
what doubts, fears, and ftaggerings are to

be found in him ; the law in the members
wars againft the law of the mind, and he
is heard to groan under the weight of a

body of fin and death. It is an experimen-

tal truth, which every advanced chriftian is

convinced of, that he can neither pray with

that feeling fenfe of his wants, nor ftrive

againft fin with fuccefs, nor fetch comfort

from any doctrine which he has received, nor

engage in any duty with a proper fpirit, if

God mould leave him to himfelf. There
are feafons when he finds himfelf very faint,

very cold, very contracted in the fervice of

his God. He longs to get near to the throne

of grace, but finds that the fleih prevents

him from doing the things that he would.

Such, in their beft eftate, are but like chil-

dren, which need the mother's eye to guard

them from danger, and her hand to fupport

them in every ftep. —- If the Lord hold you

up, you can ftand firm, and run vigoroufly,

but without him you can do nothing.
" The chriftian, when fulleft of divine com-

munications,
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munications, is but as a glafs without $
Foot, he cannot ftand, or hold what he hath

received, any longer than God holds him
in his ftrong hand *«" Without divine fup-

ports, and communications, he would foon

fpill his comforts, and be dallied to pieces

.

An experimental fenfe of his weaknefs and
infufficiency, the power of corruption, and
the deceitfulnefs of fin, often leads the fa-

vourite of heaven to doubt the reality of a

change; and almofl to conclude* that either

he mall never be able to maintain his pro-

feffion to the end, or that then it will be

found eifentialy defective.— He is ready to

faint becaufe iniquity prevails againft him,
and he finds that his ftrength is fmall.

2. Another caufe of this faintnefs, are the

various difficulties he meets with in the

way. Many frowning or perplexing provi-

dences ;—many gloomy difpenfations, heavy

crofles, and fore temptations ]—fneers from
enemies, and flights from friends j—the mif-

conduct of profeifors, and the neceffary con-

cerns that attend his occupation in the

world ; thefe frequently cloud his eviden-

ces, wround his peace, or retard his pro-

grefs.-—His burdens are heavy, his foul

ftaggers under the weight of them. He
is brought almoft to his wit's end, and is

ready

* See a very excellent and ufeful book written oy Mr.
Gurnall, entitled The Qhrifiian in compkat Armour, Vol. U
p. 16. Edit. 6th*
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ready to caft away his confidence. You that

know any thing of real chriilianity, do you
not find, that many things confpire to make
the heart faint, while you would purfue the
heavenly prize ? At feafons you are ready to

argue yourfelves out of your comfort, and
God out of his glory; faying with the

Pfalmift, " Hath God forgotten to be gra-

cious ? hath he in anger fhut up his tender

mercies"
1 ?" You find lb many imperfec-

tions, that you doubt your fincerity ; fee

fomething lb peculiarly heinous in your
tranfgreflions, as to fear that you are not

the Lord's ; fo much carnality, lukewarm-
nefs, and worldly- mindednefs, that you
fear there is no grace -, old corruptions have

acquired new ftrength, and it is not with
you as in months part, when the candle of

the Lord (hone upon your head", when fen-

iible comforts ran high, and the joys of fal-

vation were experienced.

The oppofition likewife, that is to be ex-

pected from the world, on account of your

profelled attachment to Chrirt, and his

caufe, is apt, at fome feafons* to difcourage

the real chriftian. Againft this the Apoltle

Paul guards us, " Let us run with patience

the race that is fet before us, looking unto

Jefus, the author and finiiher of our faith -,

who for the joy that was fet before him,

endured the crofs, defpifing the fhame, and

Ddd is

m Pfalm Ixxvii. 9.—n Job xxix 3.



39+ ¥be Faint encouraged,

is fet down at the right hand of God. For
confider him that endured fuch contradic-

tion of finners againft himfelf, left ye be

wearied and faint in your mindsV From
which we learn, that they which are after

the flefh, will perfecute them that are after

the fpirit p
.—That the more the grace of

God fhines in the profefTors of religion, the

more they will be oppofed on that account

:

That fuch oppofition has in it a tendency

to make the fubjecl: of it weary*—and that

nothing can preferve fuch from either turn-

ing out of the courfe, or growing weary in

it, but a fleady looking to Jefus, both as the

life of our faith, and the example of pa-

tience, fortitude, and perfeverance. It is

through faith in the power, promife, and

interceffion of Jefus> that fuch are kept to

falvation.

3. Another thing, which makes the

chriftian faint in his progrefs, is the fmall

advance that he has yet made agairift fin, or

towards glory. In the view of our fpiritual

privileges, and the time that we have enjoy-

ed them, what reafon have we to cry out,

My leannefs, my leannefs q
. O how little

conformity of heart, of life, or of converfa-

tion, to the will of our heavenly Father

!

What dwarfs in holinefs, and how fmall our

growth in grace and knowledge ! Weeks,
and months, and years flip away, but, fnail-

like

°Heb. xii. 1^-3.

—

P Gal. iv. 29.—*'Ifa. xxjv. 26.
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like, how flow our progrefs ! How many fer-

mons have been heard and forgot, before
they were improved;—how many ordinan-
ces attended, and yet we go lean from day to.

day ! Still faith is weak, corruption ftrong,

and hope languid. Comparing ourfelves

with what we ought to be, truly we may
fay, " It is of the Lord's mercies that we
are not confumedV And if we take a

view of the attainments of thofe, who have
neither been fo long in the vineyard, nor
privileged with the opportunities we have
enjoyed ; have we not caufe to bow our
heads like a bulrufh, and complain with the
Prophet, " Wo is me, for 1 am as when
they have gathered the fummer fruits, as the
grape-gleanings of the vintage : there is no
clufler to eat : my foul defireth the firll: ripe

fruitV Such a view of things tends to re-

lax the nerves of activity, and fink the foul

into the very duft of humility. But if this

is your burden, behold the gracious encou-
ragement in the text.

He giveth power to the faint,—The word,
in the original

1

, fignifies that radical moifture -

and natural vigour, which is both the effect

and evidence of bodily health : It is the

fame which Caleb makes ufe of, when he
fays, " I am as ftrong this day, as I was in

the day that Mofes fent me: as my Jhcngth
was then, even fo is my Jlrength now, for

D d d 2 war
r Lam. iii. 22. s Mich. vii. 1. * ,-q
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war both to go out, and to come in
u ."

And when it is faid that God giveth power to

the famt, it means that he endues them
with frefh vigour to prefs towards the prize,

and lay hold on eternal life
w

. Giving

power then, is expreffive offovereign kindnejs,

feafonable interpojition 9 and conjtant libera-

lity.

1. Sovereign kindnefs. He giveth power

to thefaint, Grace is a voluntary act of the

divine mind, and every favour beftowed by

him, is a frefh evidence of the goodnefs of

his nature. He is reiblved not only to dif-

play his power to his faints, but to exert it

in them, by fubduing their corruptions, and

fandifying their natures. As the natural

fun is the caufe of all beauty and fruitful-

nefs in vegetation, fo is God of all light,

lcve, and holinefs in the church. His

power is the life of grace, and the death of

fin. He giveth power for the fervice he re-

quires, and at laft honours the inurnment

he employs, with a gracious reward. What
can be more free than a gift ? But when
God is faid to give power to the faint, how
fully does it evidence that he owes them
nothing:, but is gracious, becaufe he will be

gracious
x

.—If then we find power over fin,

againft temptation, or for the performance

of this or that duty, let us remember that we
are indebted for it, to the free bounty and

condefcenfion

«Jofh. xiv. II.-—

-

v
1 Tim. iv. 12.—x Exod. xxxiv. 19.
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condefcenfion of God; we have nothing to

glory in, becaufe we have nothing but what
we have received 7

.

2. His giving power to the faint, is alfo

expreffive of feafonable interpojltion in their

behalf.—-He permits them to feel their

weaknefs, that they may be fenfible of

their unfpeakable obligations to him for

fupport; and fuffers their cafe to come to

extremity, that he may make bare his arm
in their falvation

z
. He may fee it ne-

ceffary to try your faith to the very utter-

moft, but will eventually fave your fouls.

Paid may pray for deliverance, and repeat the

petition again and again ; but at laft the

promife comes forth, " My grace is fufficient

for thee, for my ftrength is made perfect in

weaknefs \" It is a part of that glory which
diftinguifhes the auguft character of the

divine Majefty, that he revives the fpirit of

the humble. ff Thus faith the high and
lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, whofe
name is Holy, I dwell in the high and holy

place; with him alfo that is of a contrite

and humble fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the

humble, and to revive the heart of the con-

trite onesV God is a prefent help in every

trouble : Thoufands of his Saints have found

it fo. He that interpofed fo feafonably for

Abraham in the mount, ftill lives, and is

well

y 1 Cor. iv. 7.—z Ifa, Hi. 10.—a 2 Cor. xii. 9.—

-

Mfa, lvii. 15.
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well known in Zion, by his name Jehovah-
jireh

c
. The Tinner's extremity is the Savi-

our's opportunity, and while inch are faint,

he is faithful.

3. This declaration further takes in conjlant

liberality* The words refer neither to what
is paft, nor what is future :—Not he has given,

or he will give power to the faint, (though

fuch an exprefiion would have borne an en-

couraging afpect) but when it is faid he
vivefh, what can more endear him to us, or

embolden us to apply to him ? He giveth

power. With him it is one conftant acl to

feed the ftrength of feeble faints. Their

fufficiency is of God ; and his promife is, as

their day is, fo fhall their ftrength be
d

. It

is preferving and perfevering power that

fuch ftand in need of, and this he has en-r

gaged to give to them that feek it of him.
Ver. 31. " They that v/ait upon the Lord
mall renew their ftrength : they fhall mount
up with wings as eagles, they (hall run and
not be weary, and they fhall walk and not

faint." Their wants fhall be fupplied, their,

weaknefs ftrengthened, their fears removed,

and their defires accomplished. " He that

hath begun the good work in them, will

perform it to the day of Chrift JefusV He
will not leave them until he has done all

that which he has fpoken to them of
f
. The
bruifed

c Gen. xxii. 14. d Deut. xxxiii. 25. e Philip, i. 6.—r*

'Gen. xxviii. 15.
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bruifed reed fhall be fupported, the glim-
mering lamp of grace fhall be fupplied :

For the Lord giveth power to the faint, and
hath promifed to bring forth judgment unto
vidtory s

.

Let us now proceed to the latter part of
the text. And to them that have no mighty

he increafeth jirength. As the former phrafe

refpects the believer in his courfe, fo this in

his contefl; «' For he wreftles not only

againft flefh and blood, but againft princi-

palities, again!!: powers, againft the rulers

of the darknefs of this world, againft fpi-

ritual wickednefs in high places \" In this

part then, as in the former, we may take

notice both of the condition referred to, and

the encouragement propofed to fuch a con-
dition.

The condition defcribed is, them that have

no might. Such are the moft eminent Saints

confidered in themfelves, and fuch they

have appeared to others, when the Lord has

left them but for a little. What was David,

and Hezekiah, and Peter, when God fuffer-

ed Satan to tempt or fift them ? And we
fhall find this to be the cafe with all fucceed-

ing Saints, if we confider either the Lord's

exhortations to them, or their confeffions be-

fore him.
1. That

« Matt, xii, 20.

—

h Ephef. vr, 12.



40o The Faint encouraged,

i . That fuch have no might as of them-
felves, to oppofe their fpiritual enemies, is

evident from God's exhortations to them.

How many are the invitations to believe,

depend, and rejoice ? But you find God ever

referred to, as the foundation of that faith,

confidence, and joy. It is in him that we are

called to truft for ever j and the reafon afligned

is, " for in the Lord Jehovah is everlafting

ftrength
l ." And it is with a view to that

fpiritual conteft, in which the followers of

Chrift are engaged, that St. Paul exhorts

them to " be ftrong in the Lord, and in the

power of his might k ;" which not only

mews that they have no might of themfelves,

but alfo that the beft fecurity againft the

aifaults of the Devil, is divine Omnipotence.

All the exhortations we meet with in God's

word, to apply to him for wifdom, ftrength,

and viclory, are but fo many arguments in a

different form, to convince us of our impo-
tence, and his all-fufficiency. And till we
are convinced of this humbling truth, that

we have no ftrength ; all thofe exhortations

which call upon us to truft in God, reft on
him, and commit ourfelves unto him, will

be found unneceffary with refpect to us ; and

we fhall remain entire ftrangers to thofe hap-

py fupports, which are the effect of an

hearty compliance with them. It is an

ancient maxim that we fhould never do that

by
* Ifa. xxvi. 4.—~»k Ephef. vi. 10.
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hy another, which we are able to do our-
felves, and to this we ftrictly adhere in the

cafe before us; for a man will never con-
tend againft iin and Satan, in God's ftrength,

till he is convinced that without him he can
do nothing.

2. The confejjions which the molt, emi-
nent Saints have made to God, agree with
the exhortations in confirming the fame
truth. Jebofhapbafs conviction, confeffion,

and fupplication, has been common amongft
the followers of God in all ages. " We
have no might againft this great company
that cometh againft us, neither know we
what to do, but our eyes are unto thee

1."

To the fame purpofe, we find the great

Apoftle of the Gentiles declaring, " That
when he was weak, then he was ftrong"

1 ."

Weak in himfelf, but ftrong in the grace

and power of the Lord. He was equal to

every conteft, and fuperior to every enemy.
And muft not every one, that is experienced

in the fpiritual warfare, join with him in

this ? How have they found themfelves fup-

ported, comforted, and encouraged, when
the heart has been ready to fail ! Their daily

confefiions before the Lord, evince that they

confider themfelves, as poor, weak, help-

lefs, and needy creatures.

But what faith the fcripture ? To them

that have ?jo mighty he increafethy or he

E e e will

^Chron. xx, 12.——» 2 Cor. xii. io.
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will intfeafe\ multiply, or magnify ftrengttl.

This promife mews, that the principle by
which Saints oppofe Satan, is from God.—

-

That he not only gives this principle, but

fupports it a/Jo,—and of courfe, that all thofe

great atchievements which have been wrought
by the people oj God, are to be afcribed to him
alone.

i . That principle of oppofition which is

found in the Saints, to fin and Satan, is

from God. It is he that works in the heart

an hatred to fin, and love to holinefs. It is

he that puts the enmity between them and
the Serpent, as he promifed to the firft pa-

rents of mankind \ The work of grace on
the human heart is all of God, therein he

fixes his flandard againft all the rage of hell,

and power of fin. The empire -of fin is

gradually diminifhed. The fiefh lufteth

againft the fpirit, and the fpirit againft the

flelh p
. A warfare commences, which fhall

terminate in the total death of fin, and in

the complete victory of grace.—Now what
is the caufe of all this enmity and rage

againft the chriftian, but holineis ? It is the

divine nature which oppofes the intereft and

reign of fin. And hence, as one remarks,
" while a man continues unfanctified, he
" cultivates peace with the Devil, and calm-
" ly fubmits to his dominion : Enmity and
" hoftility againft the Devil, can only pro-

" ceed
n rm> °Gen. iii. 15. p Gal. v. 57.
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" ceed from an infufed principle of holi-
" nets'1

"—There is a fixed enmi,ty on each
fide; Satan oppofes, becaufe he hates holi-

nefs; and the believer, becaufe he hates

fin.——It is his deiire and delight to do the

will of his heavenly Father, to abftain from
every appearance of" evil

r

: He depends upon
promifed grace, to perfect holinefs in the

fear of God s

.

While the ftrong man keeps the houfe all

is at peace, for there is nothing in the

natural heart to refift the will, or oppofe the

intereft of Satan :—So far from it, they are

in the ftricteft alliance, till God put the en-
mity between them: Ail holinefs is from
him; and it is from being made partakers

of his holinefs, that we feel a defire and dif-

pofition to glorify him. That this divine

principle, by which God is ferved, fin op-
pofed, and Satan repulfed, is to be consi-

dered as the chriftian's ftrength ; appears

from the following paffage, which you may
take as a fpecimen of many to the fame
purpofe, Zech. x. 12. " I will ftrengthen

them in the Lord/' Obferve, their frrength

is by union to Chrifi, " and they fliall walk
up and down in his name," viz. as cham-
pions and conquerors, " faith the Lord."

2. As God gives the principle, which is

thecaufe of all the oppoiuion, fo he fupports

E e e 2 and

^Witfius on the Covenants. Book 4. Chap. i. § 13.—
I TheiT. v. 22.— s 2 Cor. vii. I.
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and preferves it. To them that have no mighty

be increafeth- jlrengtk. The leaven of grace

ipreads through the whole lump 1

, and their

faith groweth exceedingly", fo that " the

righteous (hall hold on their way, and he

that hath clean hands," i. e. he that is in a

justified ftate, " (hall be flronger and

ftrongerV Their fupply and fuccefs are

alike from God: Me will fupport them
while in the field of battle, and in the event

make them more than conquerors. " For
the Lord will give ftrength to his people,

the Lord will blefs his people with peace*."

The treafure of a believer's fupport can

never be exhausted, feeing that his God is

" able to make all grace abound towards

him, that he always having all-fufficiency in

all .things, may abound to every good
work 7 ." What a beautiful climax,

—

grace,

all grace,—all grace abounding,—abounding

at ail times, — in all things, and to a bleffed

all-jujjiciency abounding, fo as to break

forth in every good work. With what con-

fidence doth David fpeak upon this fubjeel

!

With what fervency doth he plead with God
concerning it ! " The Lord will perfect

I which concerneth me : thy mercy, O
Lord, endureth for ever, forfake not the

w of thine own handsV The welfare

and falvation of his foul, was a matter of

great

f Matt. xiii. 33. B 2TEeff. i. 3. w Job xvii. 9.

* Pfalm xxix. 11. * 2 Cor. ix. 8. z Pialm exxxviii. 8.
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great concern to him :—But while he was
lenfible of imperfection,—defirous after per-
fection, and convinced that he could not
perfect himfelf, he had not only a view of
the Lord's ability to perfect him, but in the
midft of every difcouragement from a cor-
rupt nature, a confidence that he would do
it. But on what did he fix his confidence ?

Upon nothing but this \ thy mercy, O Lord,
endureth for ever.—It was mercy,—therefore

free : Thy mercy, therefore great. The
mercy of Jehovah, that Being who could
befow it in the mod fovereign way.—It is not
like the mercy and companion of creatures

which is liable to change, and eafily ob-
ftrudted, but it endureth, is the fame now as

ever it was,—and not only endureth, but en-
dureth for ever in all ages, and extendeth to

all Saints. This mercy will be the fame to

the laft faved finner, that it was to the firft.

Well might fuch confidence in the power,
and difcoveries of the mercy of God, lead

him to plead, " Forfake not the works of
thine own hands." It is thy work, it

needs thy conftant fupport,—Lord preferve

it,—Lord perfect it. But to return.

3. When it is faid, To them that have

no might, he increajeth Jirength, does it not

evidence that whatever great, furpri/ing, or

fupernatural is to be found in the conduel of
believers,
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believers, ought to be afcribed to God? Could
Abraham lay his beloved Ifaac on the altar ?

Mofes turn his back upon the glory of
Egypt ?—And Shadrach prefer death to dif-

obedience ? It was out of weaknefs that they

were made ftrong
a

, and endured under heavy
trials, as feeing him that is invifible. And
O, my brethren, remember this in every

trial that you meet with, that God retains

the whole monopoly of ftrength in his own
hand,—his ftrength mail be made perfect in

your weaknefs b
; and his command is,

" Fear thou not, for I am with thee: be

not difmayed, for I am thy God : I will

ftrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea,

I will uphold thee with the right hand of
my righteoufnefs V
The inferences from the fubjecl:, you may

take as follows :

i . From this we fee the ordinary courfe

which God takes, in comforting and en-

couraging the fouls of poor finners. He
makes them fenfible of their weaknefs and
infufhciency,—and when they feel that they

are v/ithout ftrength, and that without Chrift

they can do nothing, then he magnifies his

grace by giving power to the faint. Ex-
amine yourfelves by this, my dear hearers :

Have you thus been humbled to receive

Chrift

"Iieh.xi. 34
b
2 Cci\ xiJ. 9.

c
Ifa. xli. 10,
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Chriftas your fulnefs ? And do you thus f
c go

forth in the ftrength of the Lord God,
making mention of his righteoufnefs, even
of his only

d ?"

2. From this fubjeft we may alfo infer,

that it is the duty of fuch as have obtained
help from God, to declare it for the encou-
ragement of others. Comfort ye, comfort
ye my people, faith your God.—Thus David
acted, " I had fainted unlefs I had believed

to fee the goodnefs of the Lord, in the land

of the living. Wait on the Lord : be of
good courage and he mall ftrengthen thine

heart: wait, I fay, on the LordV Others
fhould be comforted by the comforts, where-
by we alfo have been comforted by him.
Brethren, converfe much with your mer-
cies ; this will enable you to fpeak a word
in feafon to the weary, and them that are

out of the way.—You need never be amamed
to declare to others, what God hath done
for you ;—therefore, while he is pleafed to

give you power, forget not to return him
praife.

3. What an encouragement is this to the

mind of a believer, in the profpeel: of frefri

and great difficulties :

—

He givetb power to the

faint.—He will fupply your wants, propor-

tion your ftrength to your day, and never

leave
d Pfalm Ixxi. 16. B Pfalm xxviL n, u.
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leave you nor forfake you f
.—In fix troubled

he will be with you, and in feven will not
fail you. The eternal God will be your re-

fuge, and underneath are the everlafting

arms. -Thus may we increafe in the know-
ledge of God ; being ftrengthened writh all

might, according to his glorious power unto
all patience, and long-fuffering with joyful-

iiefs
s
. Amen.

FAREWELL

Heb. xiii. 5. s Col. i. ii.
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SERMON XVIIL

Farewell to Life: Or, The aged

Believer going to Reft, A Sermon

preached on Occasion of the Death

of Mr. Jones.

TH E work upon which I am now en-

tering, is a taik the moft pleafant,

and at the fame time the moft painful, in

which, as a minifter, I have to engage.

What can be more pleafant than to think

and fpeak of thofe who have finifhed their

courfe with joy, who fleep in Jefus, and are

now for ever with the Lord ? What more
painful than to reflecfl upon the lofs we fuf-

tain in their prayers, in their counfel, and

in their converfation ? Thefe different fenfa-

tions I feel, while I ftand forth to addrefs

you upon this folemn occafion. An occa-

iion which fhould at once remind us that we
are mortal, and induce us to attend to that

Yfhich alone can enable us to triumph over

Fffa death,
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death, and exult in the profpefts of immor-
tality. Death has once more made an in-

road into this congregation, and while he
has taken away one who was an ornament to

the church militant, (now I doubt not a

xnember of the church triumphant) he has left

left us a friendly warning to prepare for death.

To die, how folemn the thought ! To die,

how great the confequences ! O death, thou

foe to iniquity, thou friend of real holinefs,

by thee the impenitent "finner is undone for

ever, but the fincere follower of Jefus made,

happy for eternity. Death is that friendly

guide, which brings the believer to his God,
opens the door to admit him into the celes-

tial manfions, and places the foul beyond
the reach of danger or the affault of enemies.

Thus they enter into joy ; the joy of their

Lord ; that joy which is too fublime in its

nature to be conceived by the mind at pre-

fent, too great in the degree to enter the

foul in this ftate of imperfection and weak-
nefs.

As feveral of us have lately furrounded the

grave of a great and valuable man, an emi-
nent profeffor, a clofe-wajr ing christian, and
a praying faint : In order to improve the

providence, I am now defire.d to call your
attention to a parage of fcripture, which
frequently employed the thoughts, and

• dropped
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dropped from the lips of the late Mr, Jones.

It is to be found,

LUKE ii. 29, 30.

Lord, now lettejl thou thy fewant depart in

peace, according to thy word. For mine

eyes have feen thy falvation*

Thefe are the words of good old Simeon.

A man, the out-lines of whofe character

were not lefs honourable, than the principle

of his conduct was acceptable. Hence the

facrcd hiftorian informs us, that he was juft

with refpect to his dealings towards men,
and devout in his conduct towards God ; but

both the one and the other were the fruit and

effects of his faith in Chrift ; for " he waited

for the confolation of Ifrael," ver. 25.

Whether this good man was the fon of the

famous Hillel, and the tutor of the renowned

Gamaliel, (as fome fuppofe) I take not upon
me to fay. But a character, far more ho-

nourable than either of thefe, is here af~

cribed to him : For godlinefs is true great-

nefs , it is that which will be glorioufly dif-

tinguifhed, when every inferior excellency

will be funk into oblivion. Then they that

fear the Lord, will be fet forth as the ex-

cellent of the earth, and be collected toge-

ther as the jewels and treafure of the Lord

God Almighty.
The
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The grey hairs of Simeon were his crown
of honour, becaufe he was found in the way
of righteoufnefs. He was no ftranger at

the temple. There God had promifed his

gracious prefence, and there the good man
waited for the fulfilment of the promife

;

€€ For it was revealed unto him, that he
fhould not fee death, before he had f^cn the

Lords Chrift," ver. 26.

Whatever difficulties ftand in the way of

the accomplifhment of God's promifes, he
will afluredly remove them. This was ex-*

emplified in the cafe before us. Had Jofepb
put away his wife, as he once proposed ;—
or had Simeon been abfent at this feafon

from the temple,—had he been in any diffe-

rent apartment of it, or had he entered at

any other than the Eaft gate of the court of

Ifrael * -, in any of thefe cafes we may fup-

pofe, that his expectation would have been

frufttated. But at the very inftant* while

the holy child Jefus is prefented to the

Lord, he vifits the facred manfion* and is

guided by the Spirit which refted upon him,,

to embrace and publiih the new-born Savi-

our. Taking the babe in his arms, and
with his eyes diredted above every earthly

objeft, his lips pronounced the language of

thahkfgiving and fatisfa&ion. Lord, now
letteft thou thyfervant depart in peace, accord-

ing

*Dr. Lightfoot remarks that the cki!d was to be prefented

at the gate of Nicanor,
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ing to thy word. For mine eyes have feen thy

Jhlvation. From which declaration of holy
Simeon, we may obferve,

I. That It is the privilege of a believer to

depart or die in peace.

II. That this peace arifes from, and is

founded on, a view of God's falva-

tion.

I. It is the privilege of a believer to de-
part or die in peace. Lord, faid Simeon,

now lettefi thou thy jervant depart in peace,

according to thy word. Which words are

both defcriptive of the nature of death, in

reference to a believer, and likewife of the

ftate or frame in which he dies, in peace.

1 . To fuch death is a departure, A de-

parture from every thing painful or diftrefT-

ing. They depart hence, that they may
inherit the promifes, and be with Chrift,

which is far better than any thing that they

could either conceive, or have enjoyed be-

low. They depart from fin, from Satan,

and from temptation, to be holy as God is

holy, and for ever happy in his prefence

and enjoyment.

Life is a ftate of fervice, and each of us

have fome particular work affigned us, by

the great Author of our being ; and of this

we muft give up our account to him at laft,

as judge of all. The glory of God was the

end
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end of our creation ; and this we mould airxl

at in the whole of our conduct. Whatever
we do in word or deed, whether we eat or

drink, all fhould be done to his glory.

And as this is our incumbent duty, as ra-

tional creatures, it is much more obligatory

upon us as redeemed finners. Such mould
" ferve the Lord with gladnefs ; feeing it is he
that hath made them and not they themfelves,

they are his people and the fheep of his paf-

ture\" They "are not their own, but

bought with a price ;" which fhould be a

powerful incentive with them to glorify

God. Let fuch frequently think thus with
themfelves, I am the Lord's fervant, and
therefore how can I beft exert myfelf to do
his will, to magnify his grace, and promote
his glory ? How fhall I lay myfelf out to be

ufeful to the fouls and bodies of my fellow-

creatures, or fuitably proclaim the goodnefs,

as well as difplay the glory of my God unto

them ? I am lot fent into life to be inactive.

Teach me to do thy will, O God, and by thy

grace enable me to ferve thee in my genera-

tion ; that having concluded the work, and

finiihed my courfe, I may inherit the pro-*

miles.

As life i? the feafon for fervice, fo the ex-

tent of that fervice is parallel with life. A
perfon may live till he apprehends he is be-

come ufeL fs, but in this he is miftaken.

Waiting
s Pfalm c. 2, 3.—— b

1 Cor. vi. 20,
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Waiting was a part of Simeons fervice : His
Lord referved the nobleft part of his work,
till almoft the clofe of life. It was then that

he was to bear an honourable teftimony to

the Saviour, to profefs his faith and depen-
dence on him, as well as proclaim him to

others. While God privileges his fervants

with life* they may be affured that he has

fomething either to do by them, or to do in

them. Their reft mail commence when
their fervice is concluded, and their very

death is " precious in the fight of the

LordV The fetting fun has lighted many
a traveller to his home, and the dying chris-

tian often encouraged others to quicken their

pace in the heavenly journey.

Death puts a period to the fervice of a be-

liever here below : And in the clofe of life

what are his views of it ? Does the proipecT:

yield him full Satisfaction ? Or does he

ground his hopes of acceptance on it ? Nei-

ther of thefe. He readily acknowledges

that it has been attended with many difficul-

ties, accompanied with much imperfecnon,

and performed under many and great df-

advantager. But in death the Lord permits

him to depart with approbation. He can

fay with Simeon, Lord, now letttji thou thy

jervant depart in peace, according to thy word.

The word letteji, in the original, has a copi-

oufnefs in it, which is anfwerable to all the

G g g defect

c Pfalm cxvi» i L.
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defe&s of a believer's fervice. It fignifiss

to difmifs from fervice*^—to abfohe from
guilt % and to deliverfrom dijirefs

f

.

Does he corifider the defefts of his fervice,

through the many difficulties he has met
with in the difcharge of it ? Difficulties

from a depraved nature, a bufy enemy, and

a fcoffing, efifnaring, bewitching world ?

In death God fends his difmiiTion, and re-

leafes him from a poft of trull: and danger.

He is releafed from the body, that he may
be for ever with the Lord.

With what extafy of joy, what fervour

of love, and purity of devotion may we fup-

pofe the difembodied fpirit appearing before

the throne ! Difmifled from a finful world,

fhe is permitted to enlarge that happy circle

of faved linners, which furround the glori-

fied Redeemer. How do all her noble

powers at once rife and fwell into heavenly

proportion! No longer cramped, or im-
peded through her connection with the body,

fhe ftrikes up in that facred chorus, in which
Angels, Elders, and all the Blefled har-

monioufly unite. How are her views into

the grace, the wifdom, and the power of
God (difplayed in her falvation) enlarged, to

furnifli matter for the wonder and admiration

of an endlefs day! A clear vifion lies before

her,

A This is evident in the cafe of Simeon.—-? Luke vi. 37.*—*
f A&s v. 40. Leigh in his Crir. Sac. obfervea that in the

Syriac, it is now thou openeji ths frifon*
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her, and fhe is privileged with a perfedl

capacity to take it in. Sorrow is banifhed,

and defire fully fatisfied. What pleafure

do they find in the perpetual fmilc of Jefus,

and every exprefiion of his fatisfa&ion,

fires them with increasing fervency in his

fervice. But how low are all our con-
ceptions ; how flat our mod: lively defcrip-

tions of the felicity of that glorified af-

fembly ! Suppofe the happieft frame that

ever the believer enjoyed below, wrought up
to the utmoft perfection, and perpetuated

through an eternal duration, and then pre-*

fume to guefs at the happinefs of that foul,

which is difmifled from the difficult fervice

oftheprefent life.

Again : Is the believer in death, led to dis-

cover the many imperfections which have at-

tended his beft fervices ? As was obferved

already, the word fignifies not only to dif-

mifs from fervice, but alio to abfolve from
guilt. His fins, which are many, are for-

given 3 his fervices, which were imperfect,

are accepted, and both through that Saviour

on whom he depends. " There is no con-

demnation found againft himV' but he is

*< accepted in the beloved, to the praife of

the glory of graceV Death places the foul

in a capacity fully to know " the bleiTednefs

of that man, whpfe iniquities are forgiven,

<*nd whofe fin is covered k"

G g g 2 Once

« Rom. viii. i.—-. h Ephef. i. 6.—-*1 Pfalm xxxii, I.
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Once more : Is the expiring believer, led

to view the many and great difadvantages

with which his fervice has been performed ?

In death the Lord not only difmifles him
from fervice, and abfolves him from guilt,

but likewife delivers him from dijlrefs. No
more weaknefs or temptations ; no more
complaints of the law in the members, or of

the body of fin and death. The doors of

the priibn are unlocked, and the foul called

forth to perfect light and liberty. What a

plcafing profpect, what bleiTed privileges does

the folemn moment of death prefent to the

foul, and enrich it with ! To have imme-
diate connection with the overflowing foun-

tain of bleffednefs, and an eternal intereft in

the fulnefs of God ; to be admitted into

perfect light, and filled with perfect love, is

that blifs which hath not entered into the

heart of man to conceive. Was it poffible

for us to travel with the fun, in a region

that is never clouded, in that cafe we mould
enjoy a day as extenfive as our lives : But in

heaven their fun never goes down, their

fummer never ends, the harveft is always

ripe, and the vintage ever ready.

Truly well may it be faid, that " biefled

are the dead that die in the Lord 14," feeing

they are pardoned, they are accepted, they

are fanctified, they are faved for ever. Thus
much

k Rev. xiv, 13.



Farewell to Life. 421

much may fuffice for the nature of death to

a believer, it is a departure

2. Let us now proceed to confider the

ftate or frame in which he dies, it is in peace.

It mud be acknowledged, that all believers

are not alike comfortable in their departing
moments, though they are all equally fafe.

They die in a fiate of reconciliation with
God, though fome may not be privileged

with the fenfible comforts arifing from that

peace. It may not be improper therefore to

confider the words, as applicable to the /late

of all believers, or to the jrame of fome in

particular.

If we take the phrafe as applicable to all

believers, it mull be reftrained to their ftate.

They die in the favour, and as the friends of
God. And this is the privilege of the

weakeft as well as the itrongeft. Some fup-

pofe there is an allufion in the phrafe to the

form of difrniffing fervants, or inferiors,

amongft. the Jews, when it was common to

fay to them, Go in p-.ace. So, in the hour of
death, God fays to the foul that is reconciled

to him in Jefus Chrift, Go in peace, I dif-

miis thee from a body of fin* and call thee

to a fervice more noble than can pofiibly be

performed in connection with it: In Chrift

I approve of thee and thy fervices \ I am fa-

tit ned, and thou art fafe. O blefled, de-

finable privilege ! To die in friendship with

Cod, and in union to Jefus. Though fuch

fhould
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fhould not have the fenfible comforts arifing

from that relation in the time of depar-

ture, what a glorious fcene muft open upon
their leaving the body To fee that Jeius

who bore their fins in his own body on the

tree ; that Jefus who was made a curfe for

their fakes, who fo conftantly fupplied their

wants below, and fo completely pleaded their

caufe above; to fee him honoured, exalted,

yea glorified in their falvation. To behold

iin pardoned, the Judge fatisfied, the law
magnified, and hoJinefs and happinefs fecur-

ed to them for ever. To converfe with

friends once dear to them below ; with Pa-
triarchs, Prophets, and Apoftles, whofe
characters they have frequently admired, or

hy whofe writings they have been oftet}

edified and encouraged ; and with the nume-
rous affembly of Angels and happy Spirits,

who rejoice in their vidory and company.
O ye happy Dead, while we congratulate

you in your honour, we cannot but wiih tp

be partakers of your privilege : " May we
alfo die the death of the righteous, and pur

latter end be like yours V
If the phrafe departing in peace, be under-

stood of the frame of believers, it muft be

taken in a limited fenfe ; for I know of no
promife in all the fcripture, which makes
this certain to every individual of the family

of the faithful. One may leave the world

exulting,
1 Numb, xxiii. jo.
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exulting, another dejected, and a third ra-

ving through the violence of the diforder :

But being in Chrift, the laft is as fafe as the

firft, and will appear before the throne as

completely juftified from all things, as fully

fanctified in all the faculties of the foul.

Our ftate is no fecurity to our frames, nor,

blefled be God, do our frames make any al-

teration in our ftate. One foul may enter

heaven, like a veffel into port with her

fails filled, another with confiderable labour

and difficulty; but Chrift being the pilot,

and the glory of God the treafure that is

embarked in them, they fhall afuredly reach

the haven of eternal reft.

To finifh our courfe with joy is very de-

Arable. And for this it is lawful to plead

with fubmiffion, that, if it be the will, and
for the glory of God, our laft hours may be
enriched with his comforts, and our laft

breath be employed in bearing teftimorfy to

his truth, and in the admiration of his

grace. Thus, if we ihould fuppofe with
ibme, that Simeon expired almoft as foon as

he had fpoke thefe words, he departed expref-

iing his approbation of Chrift, admiring the

grace of God to Ifrael in general, as well as

proclaiming his faithfulnefs to himfelf in

particular. Lord, now lettejl thou thyfervant

depart in peace, according to thy word. The
promife was fulfilled, the Meffiah was
come, and Simeon was willing to furrender

his
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his body to death, and his departing fplrit

into the hands of that Saviour on whom his

eyes were fixed. His foul, full of facred

rapture, dictated this language to his

tongue : Lord, now lettejl thou thy Jervant

depart in peace. Which brings us to con-*

iider,

II. The ground or foundation of that

bleffed peace and tranquillity of mind which
he felt. For mine eyes have feen thy falva-
lion.

This was the peculiar honour which fo-

vereign grace conferred upon this good man;
It was a greater honour than had been be-

flowed upon any of the Prophets. Happy
Simeon! What they deicribed, thine eyes

beheld, and what they predicted, thine arms

embraced. And was not the fovereignty of

grace difplayed in this honour? Certainly it

was. While under the doub3e veil of hu-
manity and poverty, the Saviour is hid from
the wife and prudent, by the ipirit of the

Lord he is revealed unto Simeon. And at

the fame time that his bodily eyes gaze upon
the new-born Saviour, the eyes of his under-

ftanding are opened to fee into the nature of

his falvation. It is highly probable that at

this feafon Simeon had more noble, more
fuitable, and I will add, more fupporting

views into the nature of God's falvation,

than all the members of the Sanhedrim, yea,

than
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than all the learned Rabbies of the Jews.

'They expected a deliverance from their fur-

rounding enemies : He, a falvation of a more
fpiritual nature. They looked for their

Meffiah as a great and warlike prince : He
acknowledges the fon of thofe parents, whofe
appearance and oblation was an evidence of

their poverty. They hoped to poilefs the

riches of the world, and to have the inhabi-

tants of the nations reduced into a ftate of

fervile fubjeclion under them : He looked

for an inheritance beyond the grave, and de-

fired entrance into that kingdom, where per-

fect freedom is the enjoyment of every inha-

bitant. With a bleiied compofure and fe-

renity of mind he could bid farewell to life,

for he had ken the Lord's falvation.

But although Simeon was highly privileged

with a view of God manifeft in flefh, yet it

was a difcovery of the work that he came to

perform, and the falvation he was to bring,

that enabled him to look with compofure on

the brandiflied dart of death, and the open-

ing doors of eternity. It was a view of

falvation, that made him long to commence
an inhabitant of the world of fpirits, that he

might be put into the full poffeflion of it.

Mine eyes havefeen thy falvation. How fig-

nificant is every part of the fentence !

Salvation.— It is that great and impor-

tant word, which is understood in a very

imperfeel: manner by any in this world, nor,

Hhh perhaps,
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perhaps, opened in its full meaning to many
even of the faints in light. As this falva-

tion extends to the body as well as the foul,

perhaps it is only fully known to Enoch and

Elijah. The reft wait for the full manifef-

tation of their adoption, in the redemption

of the body. But to be laved from fin and

wrath, from forrow and imperfection, from
death and the grave ; to be filled with the

fulnefs, with the love, with the high praifes

of God; to bafk in the beams of uncreated

glory ; to drink at the fountain of permanent

and perpetual delight; to be folaced in the

vifion of God and of the Lamb ; and to

be employed in that fervice which will be

conftant and uninterrupted, is, what would
be as prefumptuous in me even to attempt to

defcribe, as, after all defcription, it would
be impoffible for you to conceive. But this,

all this, and infinitely more than we can at

prefent conceive by all this, is included in

the comprehensive word Salvation.

Is it therefore to be wondered at, that a

Salvation fo great and honourable, mould be

attributed to fo high an original ? Simeon,

with his eyes directed to the fovereign Lord
of all, fays, it is Thy Salvation, it is the

work of God, and the difplay of his glory.

Salvation, w7hat is it, but the prodigy of his

grace, the product of his wifdom, and the

effort of his almighty power ? It was the

fubject of his thoughts from eternity, and

has
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has been the purfuit of all his operations in

time. This Salvation of God is one ; and
however various the parts, they are fo clofely

connected with, and depend on each other,

that all are neceiiary, and each in particular

contributes to the ereat dehVri. All national

or perfonal deliverances, whether ancient or

modern, are but fo many branches from it,

or lines that meet in the fame central point.

Salvation is that great, that important work
which originates in the counfel of God, is

effected by his providence, and will iflue in

the eternal confuiion of Satan* the happinefs

of his church, and the honour of his name.
This was that falvation of the Lord, which

Simeon jaw. And from what he lays of it,

we may obferve that it is a diicovery of this

falvation to the mind, which alone can dif-

arm death of its terrors, and make the foul

willing to be ab lent from the body, that it

may be prefent with the Lord. This we
have exempliiied in the inilance before us

;

and fuch was the cafe with our deceafed

Brother, in the near profpect of death. " I

" know, faid he, my end draws near.

—

" Death is welcome to me, come when it

" will. I have a bleiTed refuge to fly to.

" I (hall go off not as a captive, but as a c n-
" queror. — I am in good hands, and go as

" an empty velfel to be filled with mercy."

At another time he delivered himielf thus,

" Well, I am almoft at home :—1 am going

H h h a to
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" to that inheritance which is freely be*
" flowed :—It is freely beftowed, or I mould
" never have it. O what a mercy is it to

" have a friend in heaven that careth for

" me." Being afked how he found it be-

tween God and his foul, he anfwered, " I

*' am enabled to rely upon the all-fufficient

ts merits of a crucified Redeemer, and to

" truft in the all-cleanfing virtue of his

" blood, and to breathe continually after the
" indwellings of the holy fpirit. I have not
" the joys of fenfe, but 1 have the fupports

" of faith." When it was faid to him, Sir,

that will bear you through, he replied, with

all his collected ftrength, " It will, it will."

Thus we fee that the experience of Simeon

and of our departed friend, unite in the con-

firmation of this important truth, that it is

a difcovery of this falvation which enables

the foul to rejoice in the near profpecft of

death and eternity.

But to draw towards a clofe. Whether
we confider our departed friend in a civil,

ecclefiaftic, or domeftic capacity, we have

reafon to mourn for the lofs of a very valu-

able member. His prayers for the nation,

his example in the church, and his converfa-

tion in the family, are now no more, are

enjoyed no longer. He is removed from
every evil, while we, for the fins of the

land* are left to fear (perhaps to feel) the

approach
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approach of fome dreadful calamity, or de-

folating judgments.

The beft way then to exprefs our fenfe of
the lofs, as well as our efteem for the de-

ceafed, is to follow his example fo far as he
followed Chrift.

He mo irns the dead, who lives as they defire.

I propofe him not as a perfect copy, (that

you know where to find) but as in many
things worthy of imitation.

Imitate him in his entire dependence upon
the death, righteoufnefs, and interceffion of

Jefus. In his laft illnefs he fpake much of
the need there was of all the faculties of his

foul being fanttified, in order to their being

glorified. And amongft other expreffions he
made ufe of the following: " To have all

U- fin done away and deflroyed, is fuch a
" wonder, that Satan tells me it is too
" great :—And to be perfectly conformed to

" God, is wonderful indeed Satan prea-
" ches dark doctrine ; he tells me I (hall be
" loft, but what he fays is falfe. I deferve
" to be loft, but we read of no worthinefs in

" the regifter of heaven, but that of the
" Lamb that was (lain : There I cleave, and
" all heaven does the fame. Our Lord on
" the crofs faid, Look unto me. That is

if all my hope, to look to him, who before
f * he bowed his head, and gave up the ghoft,

" faid, It is jinijhed. And but a few hours

before he died, he exprefled himfelf thus, to
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a friend who was' looking on him. tc
I am

" gomg t0 aPPear before God, the Judge of
<< all,—and Jefus Clirift is my advocate:

" The curfe of the law is taken away, and
" Satan is conquered." Thus his faith wa9

fixed, trufting in the Lord for wifdom,

righteoufnefs, fandtification,- and redemp-

tion.

Imitate him in his fteady love to the

bleiTed truths of the gofpel, and zeal for

their honour and fuccefs. The faith once

delivered to the faints, was that which he

was enabled to receive* in love, and mix with

faith : lhat which he profefled in the early

part of life, by joining himfelf with a church

in London, under the paftoral care of the

late Dr. Ridgley ; and that which he never

deferted in life, nor loft fight of in death.

For his firm attachment to the gofpel, the

invidious breath of calumny has often endea-

voured to blaft his reputation before men.

And I doubt not but thofe very things

which were deiigned to render him con-

temptible here, will appear as fome of his

brighteft ornaments in that day, when cha-

racters will appear to be what they are,

without difguife on one part, or doubt on

the other.

Imitate him in his ftridt regard to the

ordinances of God's houfe, and in his

unwearied attendance on them. Truly it

might be faid of him, that he loved the very

place
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place where the honour of his Lord was re-

corded. Many of you can bear me witnefs

how long, and how conftantly he has attend-

ed with us, upon the fervice of the fancluary,

though for a confiderable time unable to

hear the very found of the minister's voice.

Thus while he was recommending the ways of

God to others by his practice, he was olten

heard to fay, that " to fee the very faces of
" his fellow-travellers, revived him in the

" way."

Imitate him in his frequent attention to,

and recollection of the fteps of divine provi-

dence. This was what he converfed with

much, and fpoke of often. It was his de-

lightful employ, to think upon the way in

which the Lord had been leading him for

many years. Some of you can well remem-
ber, with what pleafure he has often repeat-

ed, and appropriated thefe words of Simeon

to himfelf, faying, " Mine eyes have feen thy

" fdivation. Salvations in grace; falvations
iC in providence; falvations in the church

;

•" falvations in the family :" Thus would he

run over thefe, and many other particulars,

enlarging upon them in a very pertinent

manner.

Finally, for to dwell upon particulars

would be almoft endlefs, knitate him in a

familiar converfe with death and eternity.

For fome time before his removal, it might
be faid of him that he died daily. It was

familiarized
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familiarized to him by frequent medita-

tion, and he was often heard to drop fuch

expreffions as thefe, " I am waiting the will

" of my heavenly Father. 1 am waiting
" upon the brink of the river.—I am will*
*' ing, quite willing to go when he is pleaf-

" ed to call for me."—And now he is gone;

he has croffed the river of death, and joined

the affernbly of juft men made perfect

:

But " the memory of the juft is blerTedV
And therefore whatever things were excel-

lent, amiable, or praiie-worthy in the de-

ceafed, let all be afcribed to grace, and
think of thefe things.

A few inferences fhall clofe this dif-

courfe. And,
i. How evident is it from this defcrip-

tion of death, that the foul is immortal. It

is neither impaired in its powers by the dif-

eafe, nor reduced to annihilation by the dif-

folution of the body. It lives and acts in

the mod: vigorous manner, even when heart

and fiefh fail. A.nd while the corporeal part

is left in the hands of friends, to be con-
figned to the grave as a repaft for worms,
the foul, under the convoy of Angels, de-
parts to receive the decifive fentence, and to

be fixed for ever in blifs or woe.—The foul

dies not, fleeps not with the body ; but when
abfent from it, is faid to be " prefent with
the Lord %" and active in his fervice. This

is

a Prov. x. 7.—-" 2 Cor. v. 8.
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Is a doctrine as agreeable to right reafon, as

it is to exprefs revelation. Hence Xenophon
reprefents Cyrus, as addrefling himfelf to his

children a little before his death, in thefe

words : " I cannot perfuade myfelf that the
" foul, by being feparated from this body^
U which is devoid of fenfe, mould thereupon
" become itielf likewife void of fenie ; on
" the contrary, it feems more reafonable to

V me to believe, that when the mind is

< e feparated from the body> it will become
?? rnoft of all fenfible and intelligent."

Even fleep and death are proofs of the foul's

immortality* In the latter, we find the

body is incapable of fenfation, becaufe the

foul is abfent ; but in the former, though
the body is dormant, the foul is rnoft ac-

tive, and capable of taking in things in a

more quick and connect manner. It is the

mind which is the feat of all fenfation, and
this is no more impaired by the death of the

body, than the removal of a veil from the

eyes has a tendency to obfcure the object

which was but irnperiedly ken before.

2. If the foul be immortal, how necerTary

is it to attend to it in a particular man-
ner.-—What is there that can fupport, or fa-

tisfy an immortal fpirit but iaivation ?—

-

This falvation is brought nigh unto you in

the gofpel,—Tins falvation is held forth by

thofe who diipenie it to all that come with-

I i i in
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in the found of their word:—And however
men may treat fo glorious a propofal with

indifference, or give the preference to other

things ; unlefs interefted in, and made par-

takers of this falvation, your fouls will be

miferable for ever.— If you profefs to be
rational, act rationally; fpend not your
ftrength for that which cannot fatisfy.

For " what fliall it profit a man, if he gain

the whole world ana lpfe his own foul ° I"—
Enquire what knowledge you have of this

falvation, and whether you have any fcrip-

tural evidence to conclude that it is al-

ready begun in your fouls. —And may God
fo accompany the enquiry, as to enable

you to adopt the language of Simeon, and
fay, Mine eyes have Jeen thy falvation.

3. If death is a departure from fin and
the company of imperfect faints, and a

tranflation to a ftate of holinefs and the

fociety of the bleffed : How fhould we
think of death with pleafure, as the way
which God has appointed to bring us to

our beft friends ? 'If Socrates, with the

dim lamp of nature's light, could fay in

the view of his departure, " O happy
" day, when I fliall go to the bleffed af-

" fembly of fpirits, and depart out of
" this wicked and miferably cqnfufed
" world:" Much more, afiifted by the
pure and perfect light of revelation, ihould

we
°Mark viii. 36.
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we reflect with pleafure upon that happy
moment, which fhall introduce the believer

to friends, and brethren, and fathers, de-

parted in the Lord.— There perfed love,

and light, and liberty will be enjoyed.—

r

And God, and Chrift, and falvatiou be ex-

alted by all the company of the redeemed^

world without end, Amen.

THE END,
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