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THE month of July was fast drawing to a
close when I embarked on board the Duke of
York steam packet, of 750 tons, bound for
Lisbon, Cadiz, Gibraltar, and Malaga. The
enterprise of modern days has extended this
species of navigation so widely, and at the same
time with such a surprising degree of certainty,
that a traveller has now nothing more to do
than to take his portmanteau to the Tower-
stairs, and a very few days may find him plough-
ing the waters of the Baltic, or skimming the
deep blue Mediterranean wave, as the caprice
of his wanderings may lead him. ‘

VOL. I B



] BAY OF BISCAY.

Having touched at Portsmouth, we received
on board the principal part of our passengers,
and, at the close of a fine summer evening, were
gliding by the romantic shores of the Isle of
Wight, the beauties of which were rendered, by
the decreasing light of day, indistinct to us.

Among the passengers were some mercantile
gentlemen of Gibraltar, and a distinguished mis-
sionary and his lady, who were on their way to
Jerusalem, accompanied by an English maid
servant. Without attempting, however, to par-
ticularize every one, I shall sum up the re-
mainder with a Spaniard, an avowed atheist,
going to Cadiz, and a young lady, of no incon-
siderable personal attractions, attached to the
division of guards at Lisbon; in short, a more
singular or a more motley assemblage were,
perhaps, never cooped up on board ship; and
never before, probably, were saints and sinners
strangely and so closely jumbled together as
during our voyage to Lisbon.

It is in the Bay of Biscay that the steam-ship
is exposed to the severest trials, and its suc-
cessful struggles there have long since suf-
ficiently proved the merits of this extraordinary
discovery.

The evening of our entrance into this stormy
waste was marked by the gatherings of an ap-
proaching tempest. The sunset was fine and
splendid, and its effect was still farther height-






4 BAY OF BISCAY.

infernal regions, heightened by the intense heat
that prevails, and the appearance of several
black-looking beings, almost naked, reeking
with perspiration, and in fact half roasted.

Let us retire: how beautifully triumphant does
science again shine forth, when, on entering the
cabin, we find it brilliantly illuminated, and the
lonely hour of midnight cheered in the midst of
the great deep by gas*.

Calm weather at length succeeded, and hushed
the heavy rolling seas that we had experienced ;
not that it can be ever termed calm in the Bay
of Biscay, for even when the storm is lulled, and
the surface is smoothed, a tremendous heaving
swell from the great Atlantic agitates the body
of waters.

August 1st.—Early this morning land was
discovered, and upon our going on deck the
rugged mountains of Gallicia, their summits
veiled in mist, presented, if not a very cheerful, at
least a most welcome sight to every one. About
10 o’clock, Corunna light-house was visible, and
having passed Cape Ortegal, we ran along the
Spanish coast at the rate of eight knots an hour,
assisted by a fine breeze.

About three in the afternoon we rounded Cape
Finisterre. Amid the clefts of the mountains
we could occasionally discover small villages

* The great cabin was lighted with portable gas.






6 LISBON.

of change of climate, particularly when curiosity
can be gratified and time is short. ’

Taking advantage, therefore, of the few hours
I had to spare, I made a rapid survey of Lisbon,
toiled up to that most magnificent work the
aqueduct, and having at last satisfied both my
curiosity and my conscience, I found my way to
the quarters of a friend who commanded the
grenadier guards, in whose room it was quite a
luxury to repose, and partake of some deliciously
cool wine, after hurrying about as I had been
for some hours with a most broiling sun over
my head.

Lisbon is too well known to need any de-
scription. Its situation is fine, and in many re-
spects it may be termed a magnificent city: any
feelings of admiration are, however, speedily
overpowered by those of disgust at its abomi-
nable displays, which offend the eye and commit
outrage upon the nose at every step one takes,
and stamp its inhabitants, without entering into
their other qualities, as at least one of the filthiest
set of beings under the sun. What I had seen
of the place did not, I confess, please me; and,
congratulating myself very heartily upon the
freedom I possessed in not being numbered with
those of my countrymen whom their professional
pursuits detained at this period here, I repaired
on board in the evening, after having partaken
of a quiet dinner at Buenos Ayres, with Lord P.,
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We had been anxiously looking forward to
the possibility of landing before night; the
lateness, however, of the hour, and the distance
we were lying from the shore, obliged us to
give up the hopes that had been entertained,
and we had hardly made up our minds to sleep
on board, when the deep roar of the evening
gun announced to us that the gates were shut
for the night. Though we should have been
better pleased to have passed it ashore, yet
after having been buffeted about in the Bay of
Biscay, it was comparative luxury to be lying-
in still water, and in particular where we now
were at anchor.

For the first time in my life I enjoyed the
charms of a southern evening. The spacious
bay of Cadiz, its shores fringed with vineyards,
and spotted with numerous towns and villages,
appeared like a vast lake; not a wrinkle dis-
turbed its crystal surface, and as we slumbered
upon its softly heaving bosom, all our cares
and anxieties were hushed.

If sunset was enchanting, the effect of the
rising moon was beautiful beyond description ;
and as a bright stream of light silvered the pure
white turrets of the palace of the Five Towers,
and played- on the trembling flood beneath, it
seemed as if some fairy city had risen from the
ocean to bewilder the vision; and as our eyes
were directed to the dark masses of foliage of
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effects of the siege, as may be supposed, when
the great distance of the French batteries is
considered—nearly, if not fully, three miles.
It is a matter of astonishment, indeed, that a
single shell should have reached the town; and
more so, when, as 1 have been informed, some
few actually went over it, falling in the sea on
the opposite side: one fell in the garden of the
Franciscan convent, and is now preserved there.
The mortars, from whence these gigantic shells,
one of which may now be seen in our own
metropolis, were projected, were cast purposely
at the foundery at Seville.
Cadiz was now, and had been for near three
. years, garrisoned by the French troops; who,
if they did not enjoy the height of popularity,
were at least well entitled to the gratitude of
the inhabitants, for the security afforded them
by the vigilant system of police observed. Be-
fore their arrival, assassination and robbery, as
in many other Spanish towns, were frequent,
and the being out in the street after nightfall
~ was not unattended with risk. The withdrawal
of the French army from Spain was anticipated
to take place shortly, and the respectable in-
habitants could not help looking forward to
that event with gloomy apprehension, as the
renewal of scenes of rapine and bloodshed.
The misery and distress of all classes seemed
now, indeed, to be at its height How was their
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the siesta, or sitting at the open gratings of the
massive iron balconies, which rise in succession,
one above the other, to the top of the house.

Here they may be seen luxuriously reclining
amidst a profusion of odoriferous flowers, their
warm cheeks flushed with the noontide heat, and
darting down their dangerous glances upon the
stranger who has temerity enough to withstand
the fire of their dark eyes.

When the blaze of day is softened, and the
sun begins to decline towards the Western
Ocean, the hours of pleasure and gaiety com-
mence at Cadiz ; every one then hastens towards
the Alameda, or public walk, most delightfully
situated along the rampart walls, the bases of
which are washed by the sea. It is of con-
siderable extent, being terminated at one ex-
tremity by the house, or palace, for it deserves
this appellation, of the British consul, Mr.
Brackenbury, which commands a really magni-
ficent view of the bay of Cadiz and surrounding
country ; from this a spacious double avenue
extends, beneath the shade of which are placed
rows of benches for the accommodation of the
public.

Half an hour before sunset is the full time for
the Alameda; the walk is then thronged with
parties gaily promenading, or reposing on the
numerous seats. Here may be seen the Anda-
lusian lady, with her costume of raven black,
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That there is a very considerable difference in
the appearance of the female sex in the northern
and southern parts of Spain, has been remarked
by most travellers. I do not know whence the
Andalusian beauties, fair ones I cannot call
them, have derived that warm tint, and coal-
black expression of eye, which so strongly cha-
racterise them. Many have imagined that it
" has been occasioned by the Moorish blood in
their veins, and their features certainly are often
decidedly Moorish ; but, at the same time, they
are darker in their complexions than the Moorish
women even of the present day, who certainly
are not lighter than the old Moors of Spain.
However this may be, the women of Andalusia,
deep brunettes as they are, are as superior to
the females of other parts of Spain as those of
Cadiz shine above all the rest. The belle of
the latter city is remarkable not only for her
dress, and the taste with which every part of it
is made, but for the way in which it is put on;
and whether you look at the disposition of her
mantilla, or the rest of her attire, every thing
sits well and looks well. She is distinguished,
as Spanish women in general are, by that pe-
culiar neatness of her feet which the French
comprehend in the term *bien chaussée,” and
which, from the care and attention bestowed
upon them, always look well, though the plump
and fleshy swelling roundness of her foot, which
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broken: although their failings in this respect
may be said to originate more in others than with
themselves. Before marriage girls are scarcely
seen or heard of, and the most innocent inter-
course between the sexes is unusual, and con-
sidered improper. Matches are determined not
by the inclination of the parties most concerned,
but by the ideas of parents as to their suitability
and convenience. To a Spanish woman, exist-
ence without love appears a blank. Before mar-
riage her chances of being acquainted with the
passion are very slight, as her heart, or rather
her person, is not at her own disposal, but at
that of her relations, who make the best bar-
gain they can for it.

It is a doctrine, I believe, in our own fashion-
able circles, that in matrimony it is desirable,
and by some even considered necessary, that
one of the parties should be in love, which it
does not much signify, and that when this hap-
pens to be the case it is sufficient. Whether it
be found so with us, experience can best deter-
mine; but in Spanish match-making, as the
odds are twenty to one against either party
caring more than a fig for the other before they
are married, so the chances are not rendered
more probable of their falling in love afterwards,
at least with each other. From this period the
wife’s failings in life may be dated; she finds
herself united to a man who in six months’ time
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pours forth the natural ardour of her soul in the
effusions of an unlawful passion. In the world,
in general, the truth of attachment becomes too
frequently a matter of doubt and suspicion, by
the appearance of some mercenary motive: the
love of the Spanish female is, however, so de-
voted and disinterested, and she is so ready to
make every sacrifice for a beloved object, that
it cannot be doubted that were her mind un-
contaminated by example, rightly directed by
previous education, in which she is lamentably
deficient, and her affections engaged and secured
as they deserve to be, she would be as remarkable
for her exercise of the conjugal virtues as she
is now unfortunately too conspicuous in the
neglect of them.

The stranger who visits Cadiz should first of
all ascend the lofty signal-tower, from the top
of which he looks down upon the city as it were
a map spread before him, and he is at once
enabled to form a perfect idea of the nature and
strength of its singular situation, surrounded
by the ocean on all sides except where it is
connected with the mainland, like Gibraltar,
by a very narrow neck of land, which is so
strongly fortified as to render it, with the pos-
session of the Isla, quite impregnable. The
eye, glancing beyond the line of its sea-girt
walls, distinguishes the towns of Rota, Puerto
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The only letter of introduction I happened
to have brought out with me was addressed to
Senor Gargollo, a person of considerable wealth -
and consequence, upon whom I called shortly
after my arrival, but learnt that he was unluckily
confined to the house through indisposition,
which prevented my seeing him during my stay.
His palace was large and magnificent, being
built of marble, and marked the riches of its
possessor.

Among the many interesting places and ob-
jects in the vicinity of Cadiz which are worthy of
the traveller’s attention may be mentioned the
towns of Puerto de Santa Maria, Puerto Reale,
Rota, which produces the Tentilla or tent wine,
La Caraca, where the arsenal and docks of the
Spanish navy are situated, the baths of Chiclana,
Isla de Leon, the Trocadero, Matagorda, Cas-
tillo de Puntales, &ec. .

More remote, are Xeres, Arcos, and Medina
Sidonia, with the heights of Barrossa, where the
battle was fought which has rendered the spot
so celebrated. It is best to visit the heights
as I did, having previously slept at Chiclana,
a small town in repute on account of its baths,
and much resorted to in the season by the
people of Cadiz, from which city it is about
a league and a half distant. The country you
pass through after ascending from Chiclana
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with ten times the formality of an old-fashioned
English tea-party, or of a country assembly half a
century ago. The gentlemen, who certainly do
not shine, as far as their external dress and ap-
pearance are concerned, herd together the whole
of the evening to gamble at cards; while the
ladies, left to themselves, attempt to relieve the
ennui by formal forced conversation, and the
occasional introduction of singing and a per-
formance on the pianoforte.

After taking leave of the lady of the house,
and replying to the sincerity with which she
assures you that * esta casa sta a sua disposi-
cior,” you are rejoiced to find yourself again in
the enjoyment of fresh air and liberty.

The opera is well attended; but I can give
little account of it, as the heat was so intense
that I never was able to remain, and, after I had
been there half an hour, was glad to make an
unobserved retreat to the cool seats of the
Plazza de St. Antonio. On one occasion the
thermometer would, I am certain, have been at
120. The hundreds of fans waving in all di-
rections at these entertainments present a sin-
gular appearance: they are used alike by both
sexes; the gentlemen in these hot countries
yielding to necessity, and thinking it not be-
neath their dignity to cool themselves by the
aid of so simple a machine.
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The other things which are worth visiting are
the Cathedral, the Franciscan and Capuchin
convents, Light House of St. Sebastian, Puerta
de Tierra, the Torre Gorda batteries, city ram-

parts, fish-market, &c.



CHAPTER II.

Set out for Seville—Puerto Santa Maria.—Bull-Fights de-
scribed.—Observations on this Amusement.—Andalusian
Costume.—Departure for St. Lucar.—S8team-boat.-—Pro-
ceed up the Guadalquivir.—Arrival at Seville.

It being my wish to pay the far-famed city of
Seville a visit while I remained in Andalusia,
I determined to take advantage of a steam-
boat which I was told plied on the Guadalquivir,
and would take me there with ease and comfort.
Seville is about twenty-two leagues distant from
Cadiz. In order to reach it, liowever, it was
necessary to proceed first to St. Lucar; and as
Puerto de Santa Maria was in the way, where
some bull-fights were on the eve of taking place,
I resolved to remain there a few days for the
purpose of witnessing this national spectacle,
which report said would be very magnificent.

Having hired a felucca, a fine strong breeze
enabled us to cross the bay in three quarters of
an hour; and running over the foaming and dan-
gerous bar at the mouth of the Guadalete with-
out accident, we landed at St. Mary’s, and I was
reccived by Mr. Oldham, to whom I had letters,
with the usual hospitality and hearty welcome
of an English merchant.

St. Mary’s, like Cadiz, was filled with French
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viously collected, are driven, not without con-
siderable risk, into an enclosure adjoining the
theatre. The spectacle commenced in the
afternoon; and on entering the box of the
French general, the Count de Castellane, where
I had been politely offered a seat, I-found
myself surrounded by the beauty and fashion of
the place. The theatre, which was circular in
form and open at top, was so spacious as to be
capable of accommodating 12,000 persons: the
effect, filled as the house was with gayly attired
groups, was singularly imposing.

The costume of the peasants of Andalusia is
more picturesque than in other parts of Spain.
It consists of a short jacket reaching to the
waist; the collar and cuffs usually worked or
ornamented with velvet, and the sides adorned
with tufts and points of gilded metal about two
inches in length: the small-clothes, which are
generally of net materials, and sitting quite
close, are of various colours, and ornamented
at the knees with gold filigree buttons, being
supported above with a sash, which is folded
several times round the waist: a pair of leather
gaiters partly cover the leg, being worn open
and unbuttoned in the middle. The calesero
dress, the usual costume of the calash-drivers,
is adopted generally by the lower orders on the
occasion of bull-fights and holidays; the prin-
cipal difference being in the jacket, which is
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iron point about an inch in length, and wrapped
partly round with string to prevent it pene-
trating too deep; its purpose being to goad the
animal, and turn it off from the horseman when
an attack is made upon him. Sometimes, how-
ever, as I have seen on more than one oceasion,
the bull makes so furious a rush upon the
picador, that the lance is accidentally driven
some way into the body of the animal, who,
after some time, works the instrument out in
its galloping.

A flourish of trumpets now made the whole
theatre resound; and the doors being thrown
open, a procession entered, formed of those
about to take part in the proceedings of the day,
and consisting first of four picadores mounted:
these were followed by the matadores and foot-
men, the rear being brought up by three horses
abreast, gaily caparisoned with bells and coloured
flags. Both horsemen and footmen, as they en-
tered, advanced in front of the governor’s box,
and respectfully saluting him, wheeled round
and took their respective stations. The object
of the footmen, or banderilleros, who are pro-
vided with small flags, is to divert the attention
of the bull after he has made an attack on the
picador, and to prevent the animal from imme-
diately repeating it, which would be attended
with great hazard both to the horse and rider.
As soon, therefore, as the bull has made a charge
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their entrée. Stationed close upon each side
of tehes doors were the picadores, with their
lances ready couched ; and the bolts being with-
drawn, the whole of the animals rushed into the
theatre, and followed the tame one, which was
led quickly back through the opposite door into
a stable, from which they were to be let out
singly for the combat. On sight of the animals,
which rushed through in fine style, the whole
theatre rung with the shouts of the multitudes,
whichadded to the furyandamazement of the bulls
at the scene so suddenly presented to their eyes.

Every thing was now ready. At the flourish
of the trumpets, the doors were thrown wide
open; and while breathless expectation kept the
whole theatre in a state of profound silence, a
fine black Andalusian bull came tearing at full
speod into the arena, and was greeted by the
loud acclamations of the spectators, and the
waving of innumerable handkerchiefs of the fair
sex. For a few seconds the animal appeared lost
and stupified at a spectacle so novel to it, when,
its rage returning, it wheeled round, and, per-
ceiving the first picador, made a furious charge
on man and horse, and was dexterously received
on the point of the lance, the sudden prick of
which caused the creature to turn aside and
bound into the middle, bellowing with pain and
fury.

The second picador now advanced for the
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and repeated plaudits of the assembled spectators:
Every horse, indeed, had suffered from the attack
of the infuriated animal; and it would be too
shocking to describe minutely the various tor-
tures these poor creatures had to undergo. It
was not sufficient for their bodies to be ripped
up and their insides exposed. As long as they
could be kept on their legs, the merciless fiends
on their backs kept urging them bleeding and
exhausted round the arena to make a fresh
attack, until, in some instances, the bowels,
hanging down and dragging upon the ground,
were actually trampled upon and torn out by
the tortured animal itself, when it fell down and
expired.

The first act of this bloody tragedy was now
at an end; and the dead and wounded horses
being dragged out, the trumpet sounded, and
six footmen approached, each provided with a
couple of darts about two feet in length, having a
sharp single barbed point of iron, and the handle,
which was of wood, being ornamented with
white, or other coloured cut paper, which
covered it like net-work.

Holhing a dart in each hand, one of them
advanced lightly and boldly towards the animal,
provoking it at the same time by his gestures;
and at the moment that the bull rushed
upon him, and was in the act of lowering his
head to toss his antagonist, the latter nimbly
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brity in this his dangerous profession, and had
come purposely from Seville to be present.

On his head he wore a kind of flat black silk
cap, similar to the montera cap worn by the
mountaineers in some parts of Spain, his hair
being fastened behind with a large court bag:
his jacket, which was open, was of light-blue
silk, richly embroidered with silver, with a puce-
coloured worked satin waistcoat: his small-
clothes were also of light-blue silk, richly
worked in silver at the knees, with white silk
stockings and straw-coloured shoes. In his left
hand he carried a small crimson flag, and in the
other a straight sword about four feet in length.

Advancing in front of the governor’s box
with easy and polished demeanour, he exclaimed,
in a loud voice, that, with his permission, he
would, for the honour ef his lady, himself, and
that of the whole company present, now kill the
bull. Leave having been accordingly granted
by the governor, he bowed to all around, and
advanced fearlessly towards the animal, whom
the footmen were now drawing towards him
with their flags, with a light and graceful step.
Having approached within six feet of the bull,
he held out his flag, concealing under it his
sword; and the animal, rushing immediately upon
him, and while in the act of lowering his head to
toss the matador, received the weapon on the
point of the shoulder nearly up to the hilt.
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and spiritless, they are silent, and the animal
escapes death to endure the disgrace of existence!

Without entering into any inquiry how far
the national character is affected by the bull-
fights in Spain, I shall only observe, that it can-
not but be lowered in the estimation of the feel-
ing and benevolent from the excessive barbarity
of the amusement.

The Spanish ladies have at all times been
loudly censured, and not withoug justice, for en-
couraging these savage exhibitions by their pre-
sence. From the several opportunities, however,
afforded me of observing their conduct on these
occasions, I feel convinced that they attend them
more from those motives which affect all woman-
kind—admiration, and a love of seeing and being
scen—than from any delight in witnessing the
combat itself. A Spanish lady regards bull-
fizhting as a mere spectacle, and pays about as
little attention to the cruel scenes which are
performing below her, as a woman of fashion
docs at the opera to what is going forward on the
stage. I could never observe in their coun-
tenances anything that could be construed into
an expression of pleasure at the tortures of the
poor animals, but have frequently seen them
turn aside their heads that they might avoid ob-
serving them. When a picador is dismounted
and in imminent danger, or a footman on the
poivt of being overtaken by the bull, a sudden
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mile from the town, we came up with a long
string of calashes, headed by a most ancient-
looking coach drawn by four sorry horses, and
well filled with ladies who had been enjoying the
gaieties of the bull-fights.

The appearance of the whole party was motley
and grotesque; and our guards, who were as
cut-throat a looking set of fellows as I ever cast
eyes upon, were mounted, armed with guns (not
one of which, in all probability, was loaded),
and seemed much more intent on amusing them-
selves with their cigars, than interested in the
safety of the travellers, who were scattered in
all direotions. The country had been much
infested with robbers; and the worthies in
whose care we were placed, according to the
common Spanish system, were very probably
part of the gang themselves who had nothing
else to do.

The country we passed through was open,
and completely parched up from the intense
heat of the weather; the road was so bad
that we were obliged to leave it, and found less
difficulty in proceeding across the plains. As
we advanced, the appearance of the country
improved ; and, passing by a small wood of
olives, we traversed extensive vineyards, the
grapes of which were quite ripe and most
delicious, panting as we were under a burning
sun. Presently we discerned the tower of St.
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the Sierra Ronda. with its lofty conical top,
appeared for a few minutes lighted up by the
western sun. and then vanished in the dim haze
of evening.

The packet was filled with well-dressed people,
mostly from St. Lucar and Santa Maria ; among
them were some Carthusian monks, returning
to their convent in Seville. The sun, now en-
veloped in a haze of the brightest vermilion,
sank below the broad stream of the Guadal-
quivir. Night approached with rapid strides,
while I stood gazing on the novelty of the scene
betore me. and I at length retired to the cabin,
where I found the Spaniards amusing them-
selves with cards and cigars.

On going on deck about midnight. a most
delicious perfume wafted from the shore told
us we were approaching Seville. and that we
were now gliding softly by her fair land of
citron and orange. The murky darkness, how-
ever, in which all objects were hidden, prevented
the eye from distinguishing any thing, though
we were close in shore, when the sudden appear-
ance of light showed that we had nearly reached
the place of our destination. In a short time
we came to an anchor; and, our passports
having been examined, we were allowed to
leave the vessel and proceed to our various
places of abode.

Attended by a guide, I groped my way at
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this late hour, for it was some time past mid-
night, through the streets of Seville enveloped
in darkness, except where occasionally the taper
burning before some oratory cast a small and
melancholyray. A most profound silence reigned,
interrupted only by the distant sepulchral voice
of the watch, crying, * Ave Maria purissima !”
We proceeded for some distance, until at
length, reaching the high embattled wall of a-
massive building which appeared to be Moorish,
my guide stopped at a door, which I found
was that of Mrs. Stalkers, in the Plazuela de
la Contretacion, where I was received with
every possible attention, and once more enjoyed
the comforts of an English house.
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City described.—Nightly Processions.—Seville Hounses.—
Extreme Heat.— East Wind.—Water-carriers.—Cathedral.
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Opera.—State of the Country.—Alameda.—The Arch-
bishop of Seville.

No. stranger who visits Seville from Cadiz
can fail, I think, to remark the contrast afforded
by these two cities. A very short residence
at Cadiz will convince him that Pleasure has
there the ascendancy; and it is with no little
difficulty, when about to take his departure,
that he is able to shake off her fascinating ties.
On arriving at Seville, he finds himself in quite
a different world. Every step that he advances
impresses his mind most forcibly with a con-
viction that he is in a city where religion has
established her gorgeous court, where her sway
is absolute, and where her throne is propped by
. wealth, bigotry,and power. Fromthe firstappear-
anceof early dawn, and throughout all hours of the
day, the chiming of bells, from the innumerable
monasteries, churches, and chapels, strikes in
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Nothing can be more striking than the effect of
thesenocturnal pageantsat Seville, when the dark-
ness which pervades the city is chased away by
the sudden beautiful illumination; and the silence
of a sultry Andalusian night is interrupted by
the swelling strains of the chorus. As the pro-
cession is seen at a distance crossing the great
square with slow and solemn steps, and casting
a deep gleam on the base of the tall gigantic
Arab tower, one of the fine remaining monu-
ments of the Moslem race; the lofty head of
this building seems to look down with proud
contempt on the christian procession at its feet.

The Seville houses are well adapted to the
climate. They are built almost universally in the
form of a square, with a spacious court-yard
called the patio, which is frequently paved
_ with marble, being surrounded by piazzas open-
ing on the ground-floor apartments. The ex-
terior as well as every part of the house being
kept carefully whitewashed, on account both of
coolnessand cleanliness, the outside appearance is
prettily combined with the massive green wooden
blinds, which during the day are kept closely
shut. In addition to this, the rooms, which are
usually paved with tiles, are furnished with pon-
derous window-shutters half a foot in thickness,
which are kept shut until the sun is off the
windows, when they are partly opened to admit
the breeze. Onaccount of the heat, the interior
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be more strikingly brilliant than the appearance
of the houses and hotels of the nobility and
wealthier classes. On looking through the
handsome open work of the outer iron door
which opens to the street, you perceive the
entire of the patio or court-yard brilliantly
illuminated, with pictures suspended to the
marble columns of the arches, and furnished in
other respects. Anawning, thrown over to keep
out the rays of the sun, and the night air, forms
a sufficient roofing, and converts the space below
into a spacious and lofty saloon, in the centre
of which different jets d’eau spout forth from
a marble fountain, which both cool the air
and water a variety of sweet odoriferous plants
around. Here the young ladies of the family
may be seen enjoying the coolness of the
evening, engaged in work, amusing themselves
with music and singing, and receiving the visits
of their friends.

Seville is considered, and with reason, the
hottest place in the south of Spain—Gibraltar,
perhaps, excepted. I nevertheless found the
heat, though greater than at Cadiz, much more
tolerable, from the comparative coolness of Mrs.
Stalker’s house, where I was lodged. This was
it be attributed to the extraordinary thickness of
the Moorish walls, it forming part of the Alca-
zar. The windows were, as is commonly the case
in Andalusia, devoid of glass; and by keeping the
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his back. being all that is necessary for com-
mencing business.  The streets of Seville. during
the summer months. resound with the incessant
cries of - Agua. agua quien quiere ¥’ (Water,
water ! who wants water?) On his approaching,
he pours vou out a long glass of deliciously cool
sparkling beverage. presenting you at the same
time with a few sugarplums. or a sugared almond,
to increase the relish of the water. Ifyvouhavea
mind to make a repast at the time—slight, it is
true. and not very expensive. but most refresh-
ing—vou may have it in the fruit of the prickly
pear. which is very juicy. coaling. and of an
agreeable flavour, the whole expense not amount-
ing to more than a halfpenny. If the climate of
Andalusia be severe during the summer months,
the all-bountiful hand of Nature has supplied
an abundant means of alleviating it in the water.
Nowhere have I tasted it so delicious. Clear
as crystal, of a sparkling brilliancy, and at the
same time as soft as milk to the taste, it is not
to be wondered at that the Spaniard should
swallow the amazing quantity of this beverage
that he does in the course of the day ;—to little
purpose, it is true, for the stomach is then to a
certain degree like the boiler of a steam-engine :
and should even a gallon of water be swallowed,
it would evaporate almost as fast as poured down.

During the intense heat that prevailed, the
venerable cathedral church, alone worth a visit
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who, put together in the height of the mode, re-
pairs to her well-situated pew in the gallery of
some fashionable Sunday exhibition, called a
chapel, as she would to her box at the opera,
and, instead of raising her eyes to an object
above, casts them down upon an unworthy one
below, while she freely subjects her person to
the welcome gaze of empty beaux or powdered
footmen, a spectacle of fashion and folly !

Without entering into a detailed account of
the numberless objects worthy of the traveller’s
notice, I shall give little more than a simple list
of the principal, which may serve as a kind
of guide.

THE CATHEDRAL.—The bodies of Ferdinand
and Isabella, the conquerors of Seville, are de-
posited here; and there is also a plain slab to
the memory of the celebrated Columbus ¥, with

* This distinguished navigator and amiable man, whose in-
teresting biography has been rendered so attractive by the pen
of the accomplished author of the Sketch-Bouk, died May 20,
1506, in the 70th year of his age. His remains were first de-
posited in the convent of St. Francisco at Valladolid, from
whence they were removed, in 1513, to the Carthusian mo-
nastery of Santa Maria de las Cuevas at Seville. In 1536, his
body and that of his son Diego were transported to Hispaniola,
and buried in the cathedral of the city of St. Domingo, from
whence his mouldered dust, after the lapse of two centuries
and a half, was again removed, and deposited in a final resting-
place, with great pomp, in the cathedral of the Havannah,
Jan. 15th, 1796. Thus, like himself, his ashes were doomed
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monarch of Spain when the court is at Seville,
and formerly the palace of the Moorish kings.
It was built by Abdalasis little more than half a
century before the conquest of Seville. The
gardens are worth seeing.

THE ExcHANGE.—(La Longa.)

THE ARcHIVES.—(Los Archivos.)

THE ToBacco MaNuracTorY. (Fabrica del
Tobaco.)—This is a most splendid establish-
ment, and would vie with many palaces in mag-
nificence of building. You are here shown the
preparation of tobacco in all its different stages,
giving employment to an extraordinary number
of persons. The manufactory of tobacco in
Spain is a royal and most profitable monopoly.

THE ARSENAL.—(La Mestranza.)

Tue CanNoN FounpEry.—(Real Fundicion
de Artilleria.)

THE NavaL CoLLEGE.—(San Relmo.)

THE GoLpEN Towgr (La Torre del Oro);
said to be of Roman construction.

THE MINT.—(Real Casa de Moneda.)

THE CusToM-HOUSE.—( Aduana. )

SALTPETRE MANUFACTORY.—(Fabrica de Sa-
litre.)

THEATRE OF THE BuLL-FIGHTS.—(Plaza de los
Toros.)

PonTius PrLaTe’s House.—(Casa de Pilatos.)
This whimsical structure owes its origin to the
Marquis of Tarifa, who having made a pil-
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most indestructible materials, is a conglomerate
mass of pebbles and a kind of red sand or sand-
stone: this constitutes the thickness of the
walls, and is cased over with bricks. In some
parts an outer lower wall extends for some di-
stance, there being a narrow passage between
the two; in many places the ditch has been
filled up ; and the earth having been raised on
the outside, the walls are in some parts lower
than in others.

Seville is much more of a Moorish town than
Cadiz, and on that account is interesting. Those
parts which have been more out of the way of
modern improvement, and are inhabited by the
poorer classes, remain pretty much in their
original state; and it is easy to recognise the
ancient Moorish quarter of the city from the
absence of windows, and the irregular windings
of the streets, or rather alleys, which are so
narrow, that if you happen to meet a friar, who,
in Spain as elsewhere, is not remarkable for his
spare habit of body, it is no easy matter some-
times to get by.

The Alameda, which extends along the banks
of the Guadalquivir, is a fine walk, and is, as at
Cadiz, the general rendezvous of fashion; being
crowded,as evening approaches, with Andalusian
belles and gay parties of military. Occasionally
a high antiquated Spanish coach of the last
century, with four mules attached to it, and
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® vers rich parteglariy m some fine speci-
mers of Morillo and Ribera. better known as
Espagnoletti.  England i too littde acquainted
with the finest prococtons of the master last
mentioned to appreciate them as their merits
deserve. In his best style he approaches the
silvery sofipess of Murillo: and when the out-
l:pe of the latter is more vigorous and determined,
as may be chserved at Seville in some of his
works. the stvles ofthese two mastersapproximate
rather closelv. In Signer Bravo's collection are
tuo beautiful specimens. particular of Espagno-
letti: one of which. a Magdalen. is a perform-
ance worthy of the mind and talents of this
master. and not at all inferior to Murillo.

The opera at Seville is good and well attended,
though the appearance of the house. in regard
to lighting and other respects. cannot at all be
compared with the brilliant effect of an English
theatre. The pit is preserved exclusively for
the men. who. being uniformly dirty and ill-
dressed. give a sombre dark appearance to the
house. Anorder in the bills forbids smoking. but
the nose soon discovers that this is not always
attended to. The regulations for the pit are ex-
cellent, and prevent thatconfusionand disturbance
so general in an English house. The seats. which
havebacks. are separated fromeach other.and are
roomy and commodious. each being numbered.
In purchasing your ticket, which it is necessary
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the delicious coolness of which almost made up
for the previous kind of purgatory we had been
in.

I observed but one lady in the boxes dressed
in the French style: in Andalusia at least, and
I believe in other parts of Spain, it is rarely
adopted : and in this respect they show their
discrimination and taste; for it is by no means
adaptedto their figures in general, neitherdo they
understand at the same time how to dress them-
selves. A Spanish lady never appears to such
advantage as in the costume of her own country ;
the graceful dignity and simplicity of which is
far more becoming than the tasteless finery of
other nations, however it may be set off by huge
chapeaus and sleeves of preposterousdimensions.

To turn to a verydifferent subject: as I am here
giving a list of the objects best worthy the tra-
veller’s notice, let me add that among them the
greatCorral ought not to be omitted, as it is really
acuriosity. It isa building inhabited by the very
lowest classes ; the form of its construction being
quadrangular, with a large court-yard, from
which successive flights of open galleries rise
one above the other to the top of the building,
along which are ranged the doors of the in-
numerable small apartments, cach of which is
inhabited by a family. The one which I visited
at Seville contained, as I was informed, 360
families, being the population of a small town
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hills, covered with olive plantations, extend up
to theconvent walls, which enclose a considerable
space within their circuit.

The exterior as well as interior of the build-
ing denotes the declining state of the small com-
munity, the order of which is Franciscan. The
library contains rather a numerous collection,
chiefly on divinity; and there are some pictures
in the chapel. The view from the convent is fine,
looking over a great extent of distant country,
and over the innumerable towers and buildings of
Seville, while below the broad Guadalquivirglides
at its feet. The situation is very strong, and in
the time of the Moors a castle defended .the
approach to the city, which, at the time of
the conquest of Seville, was attacked and taken
possession of by the victorious Ferdinand before
he entered the city. The walls now only remain,
and will probably do so until the end of time,
as they are as indestructible as rocks them-
selves; to which, indeed, they bear so great a
resemblance, from their appearance and com-
position, that they may well be supposed to be
huge natural masses of sandstone rock. From
the convent you descend to the pretty village
of St. Juan, which is remarkable for its neat-
ness and simple appearance, very unusual in
Spain: it is besides celebrated for the fineness
of its olives, and, from its contiguity to Seville,
is much frequented by parties, particularly in
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policy, not a word was mentioned relative to
them in the daily newspapers. Catalonia was
now the theatre of open war between the
Royalists and the Carlists; not the slightest al-
lusion however was made to it, and when the
detail of occurrences of the greatest moment
might have been expected, the Diario de Sevilla,
which is a paper just six inches in length, and
which would form a curious contrast with the
pages of the Morning Herald or Times, chose for
its leading article an account of an old woman who
had died at Falmouth, at the age of 140. This
piece of intelligence was the only particle of
news, domestic or foreign, and, whether true or
false, was wisely inserted as perfectly harmless.

My apartments were opposite the Carcel Mi-
litar, or prison for deserters, now filled with
about 150 unfortunate wretches, most of them
quite boys, who had endeavoured to escape from
the new levy that was now raising. The system
of the Spanish government, like the Moorish,
is that of never paying a soul, agreeable to their
honest and enlightened policy. The army, com-
mon sufferers with every other department of the
state, had not received any pay for more than
two years. As for the half-pay officers, it may
be concluded they did not receive much, though
at all events they came not worse off than their
comrades in arrears.

A short time before myarrival the palaceof the
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Return to Cadiz.—Visit to Xeres.—Excursion to the Vine-
yards.— Coffee House.—Spanish Pride of Descent.—Sangre
Azula—Lower Orders of Xeres—Country Villa.—The
Cartuja or Carthusian Convent.—Its Inmates.—Their
Austerity of Life—English Recluse.—Convent Garden.

HaviNG remained about a fortnight at Seville,
I set off to return to Cadiz, descending the
Guadalquivir, the banks of which, for the first
three leagues, are rendered picturesque by the
orange groves and swelling hills covered with
the dark foliage of the olive. As we followed
the river, it became less interesting ; the country
on each side its banks is flat, and in the winter
season is flooded, which contributes greatly to
its fertility. The soil is a rich loam, imparting
to the waters a red discoloured appearance.

I was not sorry to return to Cadiz, and to
find myself again in my quarters, near the Fran-
ciscan convent, broiling as they still were.

Seville, highly worthy as it is of the traveller’s
notice, has a sombre melancholy appearance,
the effect of which is agreeably relieved by the
gay animation of Cadiz.

September commenced with an unexpected
rain, which, though heavy, was of short dura-
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the country, is always desirable, and even in-
dispensable, in travelling. The pleasure of
meeting with a countryman was thus doubly -
gratifying to me, knowing so little as I then
did of the language, unattended by even a
servant, and thrown entirely upon my own re-
sources.

At Santa Maria we found a calesa ready for
us, and set off for Xeres, two leagues distant,
- accompanied by a couple of attendants on
horseback, well armed, which precaution, though
the distance was short, was not unnecessary ;
more particularly on account of a weighty bag
of dollars which my companion had the charge
of, and which would have been no inconsider-
able booty.

The country in Spain being quite open, the
roads or tracks are multiplied in all directions;
and should the main road take a longer circuit
than may be convenient, or should it be impass-
able, which it often is, the traveller has nothing
more to do than to strike into a fresh one of his
own choice, which he can often do with advan-
tage in the summer season, while the surface of
the ground is hard. We had no sooner left the
town than, quitting the high road accordingly,
which was, however, by no means bad, we struck
into a wild uncultivated track strewn thickly with
large fragments of rocks, over which we had
great difficulty in getting our vehicle. Nothing
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Xeres*, or Xeres de la Frontera, is a large
and tolerably handsome city, with a population
of about 20,000, and containing several con-
vents and churches, among the latter of which
the principal one is worth visiting. '

As I was anxious to lose no time in seeing
the different processes of the vintage, I rode,
after the heat of the day was over, to a vine-
yard of Mr. Gordon, a Scotch gentleman, long
established at Xeres, and one of the most con-
siderable merchants there. The vineyard was
a few miles distant, and the ride to it extremely
pretty, throughexceedingly narrow winding lanes,
enclosed by gigantic hedges of aloe and Indian
fig, varied by olive-woods, which we occasionally
passed through; the hills, as well ‘as valleys,
being thickly covered with vineyards with white
cortijos peeping.out from each. On reaching
‘the vineyard, which was in a valley, we found
the labourers busily employed in picking the
grapes, and carrying them on their heads in
baskets to the pressing-house. The vines were
trained very low, and close to the soil, on ac-
count of the greater degree of heat. This vine-

* In England it is usually called Sherres, in the same way
that the Xeres wine is: known by no other name than that of
sherry ; a vulgar corruption, arising, as in all languages, from
the attempt to render the word more familiar to the ear, and
easier of pronunciation.
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and perhaps less so at Xeres than elsewhere,
from the lawless and desperate character of the
lower orders, and the continual occurrence of
acts of robbery and violence. It is not an un-
common thing for these desperadoes to station
themselves close to the town at nightfall, and
stopping those who are returning from the
country, ride off with their horses. We urged
on our stecds to the utmost of their speed, al-
though it was no very easy thing to find our way
along the pitch-dark narrow lanes that we were
obliged to wind along. We reached the town,
however, without interruption, and adjourned, to
pass away the evening, to the principal coffee-
house, which was of considerable size, con-
sisting of several rooms opening one into the
other. The place was filled with a singular as-
semblage of persons of all ranks and classes;
and nobles, peasants, and tradesmen, were sitting
together at the different tables, on terms of
seeming equality and familiarity. Asto appear-
ance or dress, it was not easy to distinguish one
from the other, with the exception of the hus-
bandmen, who had been working during the
day in the vineyards, and who were now to be
seen with their shirt-sleeves tucked up, and de-
void of jacket and waistcoat, playing a hand of
cards next to a table where an old marquis was
sitting engaged at a game of dominoes.
Notwithstanding this, the pride of ancient
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juice of the unripe grape, and is very much
drunk during the summer, forming a delightful
cooling beverage, with an agreeable acidity of
flavour. Whilst engaged in observing the as-
sembled groups, an old-fashioned coach, drawn
by mules, stopped at the door of the coffee-
house; and an old marquesa, attended by two
other ladies, entered: and without appearing in
any way disconcerted at the large male as-
semblage, or the number of low persons by
whom they were surrounded, formed a party at
cards with some of their friends they met with.

~ I'did not hear a very favourable character of
thelower orders at Xeres; they being exceedingly
quarrelsome, revengeful, and addicted to drink-
ing ; possessing, at the same time, the usual
idleness and inaetivity of the Andalusians.
Such frequent use is made of their knives, that
scarcely a week passes without some one being
poniarded; and only two days before my ar-
rival, three persons had been murdered, in a
drunken quarrel, by a single man, with his knife
alone. The culprit was then in gaol, from which,
if he had sufficient money to bribe the proper
authorities, he would probably be liberated in
a very short time. Justice is a commeodity in
Spain which, like many others, is bought and
sold in the very face of open day. What shall we
say of the state of that country, and the existing
government, when every post and office is filled
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that the road leading to the one visited by us was
on some days so infested with robbers that the
owner did not venture to go there. In the spring
of the year it must be a perfect paradise ; along
covered trellis walk, loaded with grapes, and
impenetrable to the rays of the sun, formed a
delightful shady entrance to the grounds, which
were prettily laid out, and abounded with
pomegranates and other fruits of the country.
From thence a path led through a vineyard full
of fruit to an eminence, on which was a lofty
tower, erected for parties of pleasure, from the
top of which a most delightful view presented it-
self of the Guadalete winding through the valley,
the stately mass of the Carthusian convent, and
the lofty ranges of the distant Sierra. While re-
tracing our steps, the eye just caught the towers
of Xeres emerging from the intervening masses
of foliage.

The contrast afforded by this delightful spot
to the abominable dust and heat of Xeres
was very striking, and I was quite sorry to
leave it, as we pursued our way to the neigh-
bouring convent. The villagers at work in the
adjoining vineyards did not speak in terms of
much respect of the worthy fathers.. The ap-
proach to the Cartuja is imposing, from the
magnitude of the building, its elevation, and ex-
tent of the walls. At a short distance it gives
almost the idea of a town, and you might sup-
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with each other, nor do they even speak when
they occasionally meet in their solitary cloister
walks. Their time is occupied by night and by day
in prayer and meditation, either in the chapel or
their own cells. Animal food is prohibited ; their
daily repast, which is of the simplest nature,
being brought at stated hours, and delivered by
the attendant, without entering the cell, through
a small aperture in the door: and in this way
they are provided with every thing they have
need of, without a word being exchanged. Their
cells are tolerably comfortable, though scantily
furnished, and consist generally of one or two
small rooms, containing a few books. To some
of them a garden is also attached.

Their bed is as simple as their lives, consisting
merely of a straw mattress; and they are like-
wise debarred the ccmfort of wearing linen, their
dress consisting entirely of loose robes of a kind
of coarse flannel, which in this hot climate
must be exceedingly irritative to the skin, and
be in itself no small mortification to the flesh.
The number of monks at the Cartuja has de-
clined very much of late years, as it has done
-generally throughout Spain. A new spirit has
been awakened, which, being hostile in the ex-
treme tothe present religious establishments,and
even to religion itself, will in time probably ac-
complish the downfall of both.

The worthy father who attended us as our
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been induced to become brethren, have, after a
short residence at the convent, sunk under it,
and lost their reason. The few friars, and the
prior himself, whom we met in the cloisters, with
downcast eyes, and dejected spirit, were con-
vincing proofs how strangely these infatuated
men had misinterpreted the benevolent purposes
of religion. -

Hearing that an Englishman was one of the °
community, I felt a curiosity to converse with
him; and at length, after considerable reluct-
ance on his part, he consented to receive us
into his cell. Father , for I do not remember
his name, was a fine, venerable, and handsome-
looking old man, tall in stature, and of portly
appearance. He was an Irishman by birth;
and had been an inmate of the Cartuja, I was
told, for forty years. He was now broken down
by the infirmities of age and the severity of
monastic discipline ; and, instead of presenting
the appearance of a person who at the close
of a well-spent life was looking forward with
calm and cheerful views to futurity, he seemed
completely overwhelmed in mind and broken
in spirit. Indeed, it was most painful to behold
him ; and, as it was nearly the time for prayers,
we bade him adieu.

With regard to the interior of this magnificent
building, there is much to be seen. One of the
quadrangles, in particular, is remarkable for
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its architecture; the chapel is, also, light and
beautiful, and richly decorated; in it are to be
seen some of Zurbaran’s best works, and which
are highly worthy of admiration for the ex-
traordinary force and colouring displayed in
them. The convent garden, which is also the
burial-place of the community, is appropriately
planted with cypress. Each monk occupies
himself with the melancholy labour of digging
his own grave; into which, when his hour ap-
proaches, he quietly drops off into eternity.—I

returned to Xeres deeply interested by the day’s
excursion.



CHAPTER V.

Description of the Xeres Vintage.—Time it commences.—
Soil.—Gathering of the Grapes.—Different Pressings, and
how distinguished.—Best Kind of Weather for the Vintage.
—Wines produced, and their Names.—Bodegas described.

THE vintage at Xeres is said to commence
with the feast of the Virgin, though I believe
it very rarely begins so early. In the middle
of September it is partial, according to the soil
and situation of the different vineyards; at the
end of the month, and beginning of October, it
may be said to be at its height ; and it is usually
finished by the beginning of November. Some-
times, indeed, it has been known to last so late
as the middle of that month; but this is a rare
instance. The vintages of St. Lucar, Puerto
Reale, and St. Mary’s begin earlier than that of
Xeres, and are sometimes finished before the
latter commences, the object of the wine-growers
of the former being quantity more than quality ;
the grapes are therefore gathered and pressed
before they are quite ripe, and a greater pro-
portion of juice is in consequence afforded.
The nature of the soil being, however, gene-
rally poorer than at Xeres, the wines produced
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There being always, in every vineyard, an in-
equality in the ripening of the grapes, arising
from a variety of causes, the gathering takes
place at different times ; the ripe bunches being
first selected, and the rest left to hang longer.
Should the quantity of ripe grapes collected be
insufficient to yield a butt or two of the Mosto,
the fruit is left exposed on mats to the sun by day,
and to the air at night, until the remaining pro-
duce of the vineyard is collected. Less-wine is
produced from the grapes thus exposed, but the
quality is better. The grapes should not be put
to the press warm from the sun, but after they
have been cooled by exposure to the air for a
night.

The wine proprietors of Xeres make usually
two pressings of grapes, or rather two qualities
of wine are obtained from two or three pressings.
The pressing-tub, which resembles a cooler used
in brewing, contains a sufficiency of grapes to
yield a butt of juice. The first pressing, or the
Mosto proceeding from it, is thus performed :—
The grapes being spread equally at the bottom
of the press, three or four men, provided with
large shoes full of nails made purposely, con-
tinue treading until all the juice possible is ob-
tained. The grapes are then raked together,
piled up round the screw of the press; and being
fastened round from top to bottom with strips
of matting into a conical heap, the screw is
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The saccharine, on which the quality of the
wine mainly depends, is influenced not only by
the season, but by an attentive and luxuriant
cultivation both of the plant and soil.

The best wine is produced when the heat of
summer has been progressive, and when a short
rain happens a few days before the commence-
ment of the vintage, and is followed by tem-
perate heat and dry cloudy weather: in such a
season the sweet wines improve both in quality
and quantity, and the dry wines show generally
more strength in the mosto or juice. Imme-
diately after the pressing is finished, the mosto
is put into butts well cleaned, leaving a vacuum
of about a fifteenth part, in order that fermenta-
tion may proceed. The mosto is kept on the
lees till March, the bung always open; and when
the first sensible fermentation is over, and the
wine appears pretty clear, it is racked off into
other casks well cleaned and smoked with
sulphur.

About April or May, when the second, or, as
it is called, insensible fermentation, has taken
place, it is again racked off into other casks, but
which are not sulphur-smoked ; and in September
or October, when the heat of summer is somewhat

"diminished, and the wine becomes more settled
and cool, the same operation is repeated for the
third time.

The following spring the wine is again re-
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than others. It is a wine .which has long
puzzled the growers at Xeres, since no one can
tell how it is produced. A

It is called amontillado from its resembling
montilla, a pale, very delicate, and extremely
dry kind of wine, which is grown in the neigh-
bourhood of Cordova, scarcely known in Eng-
land, but very rare, and in high estimation in
Spain. Amontillado is something like a phe-
nomenon in wine-making, for no cultivator can
be certain that the grape will produce it, al-
though he may conjecture that such will be the
case from past experience, knowledge of the soil,
and state of the vintage. It is seldom obtained
from young vines, neither is it the produce of
any particular vineyard or grape; although it
is conjectured by some, that the Palomine grape
is more instrumental in yielding it than any
‘other. The difference which this wine assumes
from the general character of dry white wines
is supposed to be the consequence of a more
perfect or peculiar fermentation. It is never
known what casks will turn out amontillado
before the first process of fermentation is over,
and frequently not even then.

When all the wines are racked off the lees in
March, those casks which may prove to be
amontillado are generally recognised from the
wine being very pale and bright, as if it had no
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It must not be supposed that good wine may
be had cheap at Xeres, the contrary being the
case; wine, indeed, may be had at any price,
from the light pale Mancenilla wines, which, in
abundant years, are to be obtained at exceedingly
low prices, to the full-bodied rich old genuine
sherry at ten times the price of the former. Pale
sherry was at one time, and is even now, much
the fashion in England, however inferior it may
be in age and flavour. The new genuine wines
are first of a light colour, gradually darkening
if they have a good body, until at last, with age,
they become of a deep rich colour, almost as
dark as English brandy, and not very far inferior
in point of strength. The flavour is rich and
delicious, and they attain almost a syrupy con-
sistency. Wine of this nature which is of very
great age, is rarely, if ever, in the market, and
is only to be occasionally purchased, as a favour,
at an excessive price, which, high as it may be,
would still never repay the seller, to whom the
wine is invaluable; not for the priceit would fetch,
but for mixing in small quantities with younger
wines, and improving their flavour, body, and
general quality.

The wine-trade of Xeres is a very different
thing now from what it was a few years ago,
when it was confined chiefly to a few wealthy
individuals, who realized large fortunes by it.
Numbers have since embarked their capital in
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of St. Andrew, St. Pedro, St. Jago.” Your eye
soon runs along the lower part of the build-
ing, and you see some thousand butts of wine
ranged along the aisles and against the arched
pillars. A delicious fragrance, which you easily
recognise, soon convinces you, notwithstanding
the pious inscriptions you have been reading,
that you are in a place exclusively dedicated to
the enjoyments of the body.

On entering, you are waited upon by the
superintendant of the bodega, who accompanies
you through the different aisles, and who ex-
plains to you, on passing each barrel, the name,
quality, age, and peculiar flavour of the wine
within it; and, in order that you may under-
stand it practically as well as theoretically, his
observations are rendered clear and intelli-
gible by a full glass of the delicious liquor.
You proceed thus slowly through the whole
range of the bodega, occasionally reposing, like
Bacchus, astride of a huge butt, and sipping
bumpers of luscious Paxareti, fragrant mus-
catel, or dark creamy sherry half a century
old. While on the outside every thing is blazing
with the intenseness of the noontide heat; within,
- a delightful coolness and a soft mellow light
prevail; and you fancy you should like to pass
the remainder of your days in this pleasant re-
treat. In this manner you keep on quaffing
the nectar which is so liberally supplied you,
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find that the wine is sick, as it is called by the
merchants, being usually the case with young
wines; a jar or two of brandy is therefore pre-
scribed for the invalid, and the dose is forthwith
administered. A second butt may be found to be
equally qualmish,and is relieved in the same man-
ner. The body or constitution of a third may
probably be naturally weak and delicate ; this is
strengthened and improved by being mixed with
wine which is sounder and stronger: while a
fourth may be at the very last extremity, so as to
require the application of musk. Speaking, how-
ever, more seriously, the bodega requires a great
deal of skill, constant attention, a nice taste, and
a discriminating judgment in the selection not
only of the wines, but of the brandies; in the
improving the delicacy and flavour of the former,
increasing or diminishing the body, dryness, and
colour, and finally giving such a variety of
shades and differences in flavour and price as
may best suit the particular market, and gratify
the taste and caprice of John Bull.

With this I shall conclude the remarks I
have been making, merely observing that, how-
ever far we may be from drinking the sherry
wine in its original state in our own country,
owing to the impossibility of preserving it
without the addition of a spirituous body, it is
so very superior to the lighter kinds of sherry,
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which are drank in their pure state, and which
supply the general consumption in the country,
that thelast-mentioned wines cannot be compared
to it. To the wealthy merchants and exporters
of Xeres we are indeed indebted for a wine
which, like port, may be called a sound British
wine, and which is far more suitable to an En-
glish constitution and climate than the lighter
wines of France and the Rhine.



CHAPTER VI

Departure from Xeres.—Journey to Gibraltar.—Escort.—
Battle of the Guadalete.—View of Medina- Sidonia.—
Ruins of a Moorish Tower.—Medina Sidonia.— Posada.—
Inhabitants.—View on leaving the Town.—Approach to
Vejer.—Description of the Town.—Singular Situation.—
Peasantry.—Venta.—Picturesque evening Scene.

Having seen every thing worthy of notice at
Xeres, I made preparations for the remaining
part of my journey to Gibrt}ltar. I had heard
much of the beauty of the pass of the Trocha
which crosses the mountain range to Algeziras
by a difficult and unfrequented route, and
which, for the sake of the scenery, I deter-
mined upon following. I had some difficulty
in finding any one willing to accompany me,
not only from the length of the journey to
Algeziras, but the state of the road, and its
being, as it was said, much infested with robbers.
A Spaniard does not yield to the Moor in idle-
ness; and, like the latter, has an utter aversion
to any bodily exertion whatever. As long as
he has the means of procuring his cigarro
(cigar), a bunch of grapes, and a crust of bread,
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to make difficulties; and therefore gladly agree-
ing to his terms, it was arranged that we should
start at daybreak on the following morning.

In leaving Xeres, I should be ungrateful were
I to omit expressing my gratitude for the kind-
ness I had received from Mr. Cormack. I had,
it is true, been provided with letters of intro-
duction; but they were of little service to me,
from the absence of the parties. To this gen-
tleman I was a perfect stranger, having met acci-
dentally with him, and having no other claim
upon him than that of a countryman. The
friendly help I received from him—alone as I
was, and totally unacquainted with the country—
was as gratifying to my feelings as it was im-
portant to my further proceeding; and I not
only received every assistance for the journey I
was about to undertake, but was supplied by him
with funds sufficient to reach Gibraltar, without
which I should have been obliged to retrace
my steps to Cadiz.

It was not yet light, and the good people of
the house were buried in profound sleep, when
the clattering of horses in the street awoke me;
and, opening the window, I could just distinguish
the dark figures of my escort at the door, lean-
ing upon their steeds. It wanted about half an
hour of sunrise, when, having distributed my
baggage, which consisted of a pair of saddle-
bags and a few other things, between my two
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milk-white mules, himself clothed in purple and
gold, with a diadem of pearls on his head. His
army consisted of 90,000 warriors, while Taric’s
did not exceed a fourth part of that number.
The combat was protracted for three days, when
Taric, seeing that his troops were giving way
and losing ground, after addressing them in an
animated speech, darted suddenly forward into
the enemy’s ranks, and forcing his way up.to
king Roderic, he made so sudden and so furious
an attack on him with his lance, that he fell
dead. The whole of Roderic’s army imme-
diately took flight, and the fallen monarch’s
head was sent by Taric to Muza, the Arab
general.

The sun was just rising as we passed La Car-
tuja ; and after leaving it, the cultivated appear-
ance of the country no longer caught the eye,
and the abrupt conical-shaped hills, rising from
the wild downs we were now entering upon,
showed that we were directing our course to-
wards a mountain country.

On reaching the valley below the convent,
we came to a long bridge over the Guadalete,
which we found occupied by a party of French
lancers, for the purpose of keeping up the sani-
tory cordon which had been established since
the occupation of the country by the French
army. After passing the bridge the road ceases,
and there is only a well-beaten track for horses.
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We now entered a long wild extent of moor.
bordered by ranges of hills. while. at a great
distance. the lofty chain of the Sierra stretched
before us, high in the clouds.

No signs of cultivation were visible in the
waste around us, the only vegetation being
the palmeta, or low palm-bush. which in Anda-
lusia, as also in Barbary. generally covers the
surface of the country. Long strata of flcecy
clouds, the first I had observed interrupting the
dazzling blue of the southern sky. now greatly
diminished the heat. and, added to a fresh unin-
terrupted breeze from the mountains. rendered
travelling delightful. At setting out. both horses
and their riders had suffered much from the tor-
menting attacks of clouds of a very diminutive
fly, which insinuated itself into the roots of the
bair, and occasioned a most insufferable itching
and irritation. To escape this, my companions
bad not been long on horseback when they tied
their handkerchiefs round their heads; the cor-
ners, fastened by a knot, hanging down behind,
nnderneath the short round Spanish hat. This
is the common practice in Spain when on horse-
back, and is intended also as an additional pro-
tection against the violence of the sun’s rays.

The increased coolness had now driven away
our enemies, and we proceeded in peace. In
the centre of a shallow lake, of some extent,
which I was told was called the Laguna Medina,

H2
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I observed considerable numbers of a large
species of white crane. After toiling up a steep
ascent, on reaching the top we got a fine view
of Medina Sidonia, on the summit of a mountain,
at the distance of four leagues. There it was
that we intended to fix our quarters for the
night. The wheatear was in abundance, as also
the Barbary dove, which at this season of the
year visits Andalusia in large flocks.

I had observed for a considerable time what
appeared in the extreme distance to be a rock
of singular form; at the end of near two hours
we were opposite to it, at the distance of a
quarter of a mile, and I dismounted for the pur-
pose of examining what proved to be the remains
of a small quadrangular Moorish watch-tower,
perched on the top of a high crag, which was
with difficulty accessible. On entering it, seve-
ral slate-coloured hawks flew from the recesses
of the walls, which were of great thickness. A
very extensive view is obtained from this tower.
After leaving it we passed by a spot marked
by a crucifix, where, five months before, an
unfortunate traveller from Medina had been
massacred by a band of the lawless ruffians that
infest all parts of the country.

We arrived in the afternoon at the bottom of
the long and steep ascent, at the top of which
the singular town of Medina Sidonia is perched ;
and after slowly toiling up for some time, we
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below. When viewed from a distance, par-
ticularly from Cadiz, the appearance is curious,
the town appearing to hang suspended from the

- summit. It is a work of some labour to get to

the top, but the very fine and extensive view
well repays the toil.

When I reached it the sun was just setting,
and threw a dazzling blaze across the waters of
the Atlantic, and the white towers of Cadiz rising
from the midst of them. Vejer could just be
distinguished, perched aloft, with the distant
coast of Africa beyond it; while the inland view
extended over a wide waste of moor and moun-
tain, backed by the majestic range of the Sierra
Ronda. '

Medina Sidonia, the ancient name of which
was Assidonia, is a middling-sized town, irre-
gularly built in consequence of its situation, and
consisting of several small streets, a plaza, and
a few churches and convents. I entéered the
principal church, the interior of which is cu-
rious and ancient. Evening service was being
performed, to not a soul except an old woman:
there was just sufficient light for me to observe
that the edifice contained a very fine painting ;
the Virgin appearing, as I was told, to St.
Alphonso: the name of the master I could not
learn.

On my return to the posada, or inn, I found
our supper ready, and having procured a small
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the police, and to amend which I should have
been obliged to return, had I not represented
myself as a British officer; upon hearing which
I was dismissed with great civility, and allowed
to continue my journey. Notwithstanding the
heat and the innumerable swarms of mosquitoes,
I slept soundly until break of day, when we
commenced our preparations for starting by
feeding our beasts, as well as ourselves. The
Spanish proverb says, *“ No time is ever lost on
a journey in saying mass or giving corn to the
mules,” and both these are generally implicitly
observed by the lower orders in Spain, when on
the point of undertaking a journey.

The demand of mine host for our entertain-
ment, provender, and lodging for ourselves and
beasts, amounted to four dollars and a half,
which I was assured by my guides, and which
subsequent experience convinced me, was not
very unreasonable. Spain, of all countries, is
perhaps the dearest to travel through, notwith-
standing the extreme low price at which the
necessaries of life are to be procured. Travellers,
however, are rarely seen in Spain, and an En-
glishman in particular must not expect to escape
too easily from the gripe of the posadero, or inn-
keeper, who is not a whit behind his brethren of
other countries in rapacity and roguery.

In Spain, confidence between man and man
is a thing which, in the present times, scarcely
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white city, reflecting the beams of morning,
appeared as a line of bright light.

The valley below Medina, and along which
" we proceeded, is well cultivated, although it had
now the parched barren appearance peculiar to
the season of the year in Spain, and relieved
only by occasional tracts of vineyards.

I observed on one of the neighbouring heights
another tower, similar in appearance to the one
before mentioned. Although it was Sunday,
the peasants were engaged in the field in their
usual daily employments; a violation of - the
Sabbath which is very common throughout Spain.

We now got a view of the old Moorish town
of Vejer, perched, like Medina Sidonia, on the
point of a lofty mountain crag, and which, from
its towering situation, appeared quite close to
us, though it was yet at some distance. On
reaching the venta* of Vejer, we halted for
the night. The situation is lonely, but highly
picturesque, hemmed in as it is by mountains,
and on the banks of a stream, the appearance
of whose bed gave evident signs of the violence
of the flood which dashes along during the rainy
season. Its waters, however, at this dry period,
merely bubbled gently over a bed of pebbles
with a sleepy, murmuring sound.

* A venta is a small detached country public house, whefe
little more is to be had than shelter for man and beast.






108 VEJER.

lengthened and gradual, while Vejer towers
perpendicularly, at a great height, directly over
the venta, in the valley below, and is only ap-
proachable by a path two yards in width, cut
through the rock, and which, after innumerable
windings, on account of the extreme steepness
of the ascent, at length reaches the town. On
entering this, you climb up a narrow steep
causeway, with arow of houses on one side, and
exposed on the other to a tremendous gully or
crevice in the mountain, which opens from
the summit, where the town is perched in the
form of an amphitheatre, to the venta at the
bottom.

When you reach the top and enter the town,
you are still more struck at the singularity of
its situation, when having crossed it, which a
couple of minutes will enable you to do, you
find, in the opposite direction to where you
entered, a similar, but deeper gully, falling
abruptly from the narrow precipitous ridge of
the mountain, on which the town is built, to the
distant plains below. These are terminated by
the sea, a fine view of which, to your surprise, -
is now obtained.

As at Medina, there is a similar commanding
peak, with the remains of a Moorish fort, from
which the ground extends, in a steep uninter-
rupted slope, to the valley. From this part
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previously heard of the existence of this custom,
and I was glad to have an opportunity of wit-
nessing it, when, after having walked for a short
time about the town, whilst turning a corner, I
came unexpectedly upon three young females,
genteelly dressed, and who, the instant they per-
ceived me, immediately covered themselves, after
the Moorish fashion, leaving only one eye ex-
posed. To allow of this, I observed that the
mantilla they wore was larger and differently
shaped from the common one, reaching from
the waist, where it appeared to be gathered in
at the back, and attached to the dress over the-
head, and being folded over the face similar to
the Moorish hayk. This custom, which appears
so singular to a European, particularly among
his own countrywomen, I only observed among
the females of the better class. As for those of
the lower order, I never sawa freer set of young
ladies in my life, and, at the sight of a man, less
ashamed of their faces or afraid. Both sexes
were remarkably good-looking, particularly the
young men, who were exceedingly active, and
well made, with black sparkling eyes, and dark
clear complexions. Their Sunday costume was
far more varied and picturesque than any I had
before observed. Their smart dapper jackets
were worked in different colours, with white waist-
coats, ornamented with gold filigree buttons;
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to our good landlady’s cookery, and in which
our cock appeared to singular advantage ina
delicate stew, I strolled out to enjoy the cool
hour of sunset. The venta is quite shut in by
the mountains, which rise abruptly from it, par-
ticularly on the side of Vejer; while close ‘to
it flows the stream before mentioned, which
is crossed by a bridge formed of a single arch.
On its banks sat a goatherd, leaning upon a
long stick, and idly gazing upon the clear trick-
ling water, while his flock were browsing upon
the banks. W ith his round flattened Spanish hat
broadly slouching over his shoulders, once per-
haps black, but now of a light rusty brown, and
his red sash carelessly tied around him, he
formed an exquisite study, combined with the
surrounding scenery. Near the bridge was the
watering place: aherd of cows, as lean and pic-
turesque as any ever depicted by Claude, were
standing cooling themselves knee deep. The
scene before me strongly reminded me of Nor-
way, and of the many happy moments I had spent
among its wild mountains and its simple-hearted
people.

The sun was now down, numerous parties
of peasants were slowly winding their way up-
wards to their lofty homes at Vejer; and the
rustic, collecting his goats, drove them frolick-
ing before him up the mountain side, where he
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left them for the night. I stood watching the
declining light until it grew dusk, and then re-
tired to the venta, which, although it could
not boast any great superfluity in the way of
furniture, or other conveniences, was as com-
fortable as could be expected in Spain from the
situation in which it stood.

VOL. 1. I



CHAPTER VIIL

Proceed an the Journey.—Cark-wosds. —Cattle —V entas.~
Apprmach w the Mountins —Commencement of th
Ascent.—Spenish  Seidier.—Boken Path —Pass of th
Trche —Ditficulties of the Ascent—Magnificent Vie
from the Summit.— Arrival at Algeziras.—Cross the Ba
to Gibraltar —Furtress and Town described—Wild In
habitants of the Rock.—View from the Summit. —Excan
tions. — Heat of Gibraltsr —Dispatch received from Tangie

W E rose at three. with the intention of startin
the instant the least glimmer of dawn was visible
The morning. if morning it could be called, wa
dark. dreary, and stormy; and as the mountai
blast swept hoarsely down the valley, I never fel
less inclined to move. We sat brooding ove
the remains of our night’s fire with our cigars i
our mouths, and sipping some hot coffee. castin
every now and then an anxious look at the sma
casement, which rattled with the wind.

It was not until half past four that we coul
at all distinguish any object, when the rugge
outlines of the opposite mountains becomin
visible, we saddled our steeds and set off, thoug
it was still so dark that my guides were invisibl
at the distance of even a few paces. We hac
however, a long and difficult day’s journey befor
us; and it was necessary to start betimes. O
leaving Vejer, the road, or track, for it is merel
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mirs. and picrturesquely broken, sometimes form-
mg a woody amphitheatre. and at others rising
in coe sreen unbroken slope; the ground, at
spreading cork-trees. under which large herds of
cartle were rvaming m a state of mature. Among
them I recognized several balls of the same kind
as thuose | had seen at St. Mary’s; some being
of a shinv black. and others tawny with black
stripes down the shoulders.

We now skirted the lake for another league,
and which 5 bordered more immediately by
the mountain sides. The borders are marked
by high white conical stones. which, duriag
the rainy season. are a guide to travellers by
denoting the height of the water. We soon
entered upon an extensive cultivated plain,
spotted with droves of horses and herds of
cattle. In the centre of this stands the Ventn
Tahia. a low wretched hovel which affords a
kind of shelter to the traveller. The poor man
who kept it, and who had also the charge of the
large surrounding farm, was stretched on his
mattress, and looked dreadfully ill from the un-
healthiness of these low grounds.

Having refreshed ourselves with a few hard
eggs and some Malaga wine, which tasted de-
licious, we again proceeded. Algeziras, we
were told, was distant five long leagues. The
range of mountains which bordered the ex.
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passing travellers; though, in point of accom-
modation, solidity. and comfort, they are greatly
inferior to them. Mine host, the husband of
our landlady at Vejer, was a plump merry
fellow ; and though separated from his rib, who
had the care of his other establishment, seemed
to bear her absence with the usual resignation
of a Spaniard in such cases. We were here
six leagues from Vejer, and had one more be-
fore we should reach the commencement of the
Trocha.

After leaving the venta, we crossed a cul-
tivated plain, and again entered the moun-
tains. We proceeded along a deeply wooded
valley, and, as we expected here to be attacked,
we kept a good look out; one of my escort
forming our advanced guard, and reconnoi-
tring, as well as the thickness of the wood per-
mitted, every suspicious-looking place.

The path now followed a gradual ascent, .
and became so broken up by masses of stone,
that it appeared impassable for any animal,
much less for our poor horses,” who were
obliged, for a considerable distance, to scramble
like cats over enormous rounded blocks of rock,
which the torrent had brought down from the
higher parts, and which were so slippery, that
it was extraordinary, loaded as the beasts were,
how they could for an instant keep theirlegs. I
began now to have a tolerable idea of what the
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ever, it became so varied and broken as to be
picturesque in the highest degree.

With the pass of La Trocha the fine scenery
commences. The valley we had been winding
along kept gradually parrowing, until it be-
came a deep dark ravine, from which the
mountain side rises abrupt and rugged. At
another season, it is the bed of the Alpine
torrents, which dash along it, and have left
endless marks of their fury. Enormous frag-
ments of rock, which have been detached by
the water-courses, oppose the passage of the
traveller, who is obliged sometimes to creep
between or scramble over them as well as he
can. Over these the huge cork-tree, with its
blackened trunk, extends its gigantic arms,
and completes the wildness of a scene to which
the pencil of a Salvator could alone do justice.

We now commenced the ascent of the Tro-
cha*, which here begins, and is so called from
the narrowness of the way: this, from the
almost perpendicular rise of the mountain, is
obliged to make repeated and numerous wind-
ings in order to surmount the steepness of the
ascent. When mid-way, an opening between
the trees at a turn of the path enabled us, by
looking along the narrow gorge of the valley,
to catch a glimpse of the small town of St.

* Trocha, in Spanish, means simply a footpath.
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Varrios in the valley, and the distant landscape
backed by the high chain of the Sierra Ronda.

My two honest fellows, although they did
not view the scene with the same enthusiasm
as myself, were well content to rest their
animals on the summit; which having done,
we began the descent. This was by far the
most difficult part of the day’s journey, and not
unattended with danger. We pursued our way
slowly, and with great caution; my attendants
having dismounted, on account of the heavy load
their horses carried. The path, immediately
on leaving the summit, rapidly descends by a
steeply inclined ledge about a yard in width,
and touching upon the open precipice which
yawns below. The difficulty of the descent is
incrcased, not only by the narrowness and
steepness of the path, but by its being en-
cumbered with loose rolling stones, on which
our animals were occasionally obliged to place
their feet for want of sufficient room. It was
admirable to observe their caution, and how
sensible they seemed of the dangerous situ-
ation they were in, as one false step would
have carricd them down without a single inter-
ruption into the valley, which is seen below at
a fearful distance. I had never before seen,
much less ventured down, so precipitous a
descent. In some places we found the path,
which in the rainy season serves as a channel
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pire was tottering, it fell by the united efforts of
the Christian power, in 1344. The Moors, how-
ever. retook it by surprise in 1369; and the
town being destroyed by them, it remained in
ruins until the beginning of the last century,
when Gibraltar having fallen into the hands of
the English. the Spaniards rebuilt it, and re-
stored its fortifications.

Being in sight of this renowned fortress, it is
considered necessary to keep up a kind of
military force, or rather farce; which is ridis
culous enough. when the manner in which it
is performed and the materials of it are seen.
How striking a contrast did the smart active
torms, the fine dark countenances, and eyes
tlashing with freedom of spirit, of the mountain
vouths I had so lately witnessed, present, to the
wiscrable halfstarved. diminutive, ill-looking
bors now before my eves!  On looking at their
wan faces as they walked, not marched, along the
streets, one could not help pitying their fate, or
think of the many wretched families from whom
they had been torn.  They had no appearance of
wilitary ardour, or of that love of a soldier’s life
so watural to a stripling of sixteen ; their squalid
countenancesstrongly reminded me of the sickly-
looking lads of our own great manufacturing
dinteicts, whose health and natural energies are
wmierificed in administering to the luxuries or
comturts ot the mass.  Nothing was to be heard,






126 GIBRALTAR.

even its busy hum wafted across the bay to the
silent port of Algeziras, must be bitterly mor-
tifving, and sufficient to convince them, bigoted
and prejudiced as they are, of the blessings of
a free government. and the effects of activity,
industry. and enterprise.

The two honest fellows who had so faithfully .
escorted me from Xeres now bade me adieu,
and set out on their return to Xeres by the road
of Los Varrios.

The next morning I took advantage of a
large felucca bound for Gibraltar, and found
myself, in the course of a couple of hours, to my
inexpressible pleasure, within the gates of the
finest and most extraordinary fortress in the
world ; and, making my way through its crowded
streets, soon established myself in most comfort-
able apartments at Reeve’s Hotel, opposite the
Exchange.

Any particular description of this celebrated
place—which may be justly reckoned one of
the wonders of the world, whether in regard to
its natural and artificial means of defence, or
its general appearance and situation—appears
unnecessary, so well known is it. The idea
usually entertained of Gibraltar is that of a
bare and barren rock, entirely devoid of in-
terest. How erroneous! And who would en-
tertain this opinion after having visited the de-
lightful grounds of the Alameda, where such a
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dimensions towards the south, contains in it
the Government House, the courts of law, the
catholic church, and the Exchange. The last is
a handsome modern building, containing’an
excellent library and reading-rooms, to which
strangers are liberally admitted. I ought not
to omit mentioning here the garrison library,
which is on a scale unusually extensive; and is
altogether a most splendid establishment.
When the trade of Gibraltar is considered,

and into how small a space the produce of all

parts of the globe must necessarily be crammed;

it is not surprising that there should be-a com-
respondent degree of bustle and activity. ~ Im-

this respect, Gibraltar forms a curious and-
striking contrast to the Spanish towns and sea~
ports, where silent apathy prevails, through-
idleness, poverty, and the tyranmy of a bad'.

government. How different is it at Gibraltand.

From the early sound of the morning bugles to -

the deep reverberations of the evening gun, fme

cessant noise and bustle prevail; and the main:
street is blocked up with innumerable carts and:

waggons, conveying goods and merchanduze n
different directions. “

The variety of figures with which the streets
are crowded is very striking and amusing to
the stranger. Moors, Jews, English, Americans,
Genoese, and people of other nations, are here
seen assembled in their different costumes, and
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to support those masses which have become
loose by strong clamps of iron.

The roads about Gibraltar are excellent ; and
the ascent to the summit is so good, that it
would not be a difficult matter to surmount it on
horseback. The rides and drives towards the
south are delightful, particularlyto the governor’s
cottage : this, which is about three miles from
the garrison, is a most enchanting retreat during
the intense heats of summer; it stands on the edge
of the cliff, and commands a very striking view
of the Mediterranean, the straits, and the Afri-
can shores—at the distance, apparently, of a
very few miles—while the lofty point of O’Hara’s
tower shoots proudly into the air above it. The
prospect from the latter place, as also from the
top of the North Rock, is magnificent in the ex-
treme ; embracing a most extended view of the
Mecditerranean. the line of the Barbary-coast from
far bevond Ceuta, through the straits to Tangier
and Cape Spartel ; and, in the opposite direction,
the picturesque mountains of Spain are seen, even
to the distant ranges of the lofty Granada chain.

In the extraordinary excavations on the north
front, the stranger will find a source of interest
of a different nature. Here the perpendicular
face of the rock has been bored and under-
mined, so as to form lofty subterranean galleries,
which wind up by gentle ascents to an astonish-
ing height, terminating in a spacious and lofty
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about 600, from which an idea may be formed
of the gigantic means of defence that the fortress
possesses. When a grand salute is fired from
the north front of the rock, the effect is ilid_e-
scribably fine from the neutral ground below it.

The heat of Gibraltar during the summer
months is very intense ; more so, probably, than
that of any other part of Spain, or even the é)_hpA-_
posite coast of Barbary. The entire mass of the
rock being pure limestone, and being, at the same
time, very thinly covered with soil and vegeta-
tion,—after it has been exposed to the burning
sun of these latitudes, glows like a fire; and when
this effect is increased by the Levanter or east-
erly wind, the oppressive nature of the heat is
such as almost to suffocate any but a native, who
might well deserve the appellation of Salaman-
der, instead of that of Rock Scorpion, by which
latter term he is sometimes vulgarly designated.

As it was necessary to apprize the Bashaw of
Tangier of my plans, a letter was despatched to
that town from the Moorish consul resident at
Gibraltar, Mr. Benoliel, one of the most con-
siderable and wealthy merchants in the place,
to whom I had been introduced by Sir George
Don, who had kindly interested himself in my
proposed tour. In this letter an earnest re-
quest was.made that the bashaw would do every
thing in his power to obtain the Sultan of Mo-
rocco’s permission for my visiting Fez, which
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the consul was confident would not be refused
to his personal application.

In the course of a few days, the courier-boat
returned with the bashaw’s answer, stating, that
the sultan was daily expected at Tangier, and
that he would do every thing in his power to
forward my wishes; that, in the mean time, as
the Moorish festival of the anniversary of the
birth of their great prophet was about to com-
mence, I had better come over to Tangier, and
await the arrival of the sultan; for which event
presents were already preparing by the Christian
consuls, as also the principal Moors.
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HAaviNG now provided myself with the dif
ferent stores and presents requisite, having
been furnished by the kindness of Mr. Benoliel
with the necessary letters, and, in short, having
made all arrangements for my Barbary expe-
dition, which I expected would occupy me
some months, I took leave of my kind friends
at Gibraltar, and, accompanied by my baggage,
which was considerable, embarked at six in
the morning on board a felucca bound for
Tangier. The distance from the molehead to
the latter place, which is situated at the com-
mencement of the straits, is thirty miles. The
passage is very uncertain, being sometimes ac-
complished in four or five hours, at others in a
day and a night, and even two days.

The Spanish felucca is a small vessel in
general use on these coasts, to which, perhaps,
it is well adapted. Its principal excellence is
in sailing very close to the wind, within four
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envelops the summit of the rock : such was now
by a dense mist. The distant mountains in the
direction of Malmga appeared with their es-
carped sides burnished by the morning sun, while
the lofty crest of the Trocha and the range on
the Algesiras side were quite hidden in vapour.
The bay itself was like a lake. and the white
sails of two Spanish guarda costas. watching
the motions of the smuggling-boats of Gibraltar,
hung motionless. so still and calm was the morn-
ing. After a considerable time, we succeeded in
reaching the opposite side, and crept along the
Spanish shore in hopes of catching a breeze.
Some huge broken masses of rock, which seemed
to have been detached from the land, showed
their craggy and dangerous sides, while on the
opposite coast the sullen mountains of Africa
faintly emerged through the mist.

We were at last fairly in the straits, and to
our great satisfaction not only fell in with a
wind, but an easterly one, which carried us on
at the rate of several knots an hour. We soon
approached Tarifa, and passing within a gun-
shot of the spot where British valour so tri-
umphantly displayed itself, we left Europe, and
stretched across with a fine breeze to the shores
of Barbary. When we had reached the mid-
channel, we had no reason to complain of want
of wind or of the unruffled surface of the ele-
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trast to the white and dazzling appearance of
the surrounding buildings.

At three o’clock, seated astride on the
brawny neck of a Morocco Jew, I made my
triumphant entry through the surf, and was
landed safe and sound for the first time in my
life in Africa. The acting consul-general, Mr.
Ellis, was down on the beach to receive me;
and his influence, seconded by the weighty
arm of the captain of the port, a sturdy Moor,
which fell heavily upon the shoulders of troops
of inquisitive wretched-looking Jews, brought
me safe through the crowds that were assembled
to look at me.

Cockney travellers, on passing from Dover to
Calais, are oftentimes pleased to manifest their
wonder at the marvellous alteration exhibited
to their eyes. The person, however, who for
the first time exchanges the shores of Europe
for those of Barbary, may well be allowed to ex-
press hisfeelings of surprise at the new and extra-
ordinary scene so suddenly presented to his view.
A very few hours’ sail has carried him from
Europe to the vast and mysterious continent of
Africa, from the midst of civilization into bar-
barism ; and, from being surrounded in the morn-
ing by Christians, he finds himself in a crowd of
Mahometans. The order of things is com-
pletely reversed, and every object appears to
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be as regardless of their own comfort and safety
as the Mahometans, for a more villanous piece
of paved or unpaved road is or was not, when I
was there, to be found in any part of the do-
minions of the sovereigns either of Morocceo or
Spain. From this principal street, as I have
described it, numerous others branch off, wind-
ing round the town in all directions. Whilst
slowly picking your way through these, you are
almost inclined to fancy yourself in some of the
barbarous towns in the very heart of Africa. In
order to touch the houses on both sides of you,
there is no occasion to extend your arms very
wide; or to raise them to any great height, to
reach the flat roofs as you walk along. As for
the doors, many of which are scarcely three feet
in height, you wonder how any human being can
get in, much less the gigantic body of a Moor.
The houses—which, with few exceptions,
have but one story—form a small square, one
side of which consists of the entrance door
and a wall, and the rest of three small narrow
apartments destitute of windows, and merely re-
ceiving their light through an open arch which
forms the doorway. From the courtyard, a flight
of steps reaches to the roof, which constitutes
a flat terrace of considerable thickness to keep
out the rain. It is thus prepared :—Over the
boards which form the ceiling, a layer of cldy,
about a foot in thickness, is well beaten down.






142 MOORISH CAVALRY.

dergo this essential rite. Their dark and sun-
burnt countenances, and the miserable rags
which half covered their athletic figures, formed
a great contrast to the fine white flowing hayks
of the Moors. During the whole of the time
the different processions were passing, the notes
of the Moorish instruments grated upon the ear
with wild and most discordant sounds.

The exhibition of firing powder, as it is
called by the Christians, now commenced. The
Moors are extravagantly fond of this amuse-
ment. and lose no opportunity of showing their
skill and dexterity upon all occasions of joy and
festivity. To a stranger it is a singular and
amusing sight, and from it he is enabled to
form a tolerable judgment of the effect of the
charge of the Moorish cavalry. Parties of
horsemen—two, four, or more—place them-
selves abreast; and, on a signal being given,
they start off at full speed, uttering at the same
time a kind of shout or exclamation. The lower
part of the reins is held in the left hand, and
the end is folded in the right, which at the
same time supports the long Moorish gun; this
" they keep twirling above their heads in a pe-
culiar manner during their charge.

On getting within a few yards of a goal which
they have fixed upon, they suddenly fire, and,
wheeling short round, return to the starting-
place, from whence others sally forth while the
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and which was distinguished, in the most hideous
and lvathsome manner, by the separation of the
joinss. the dropping off of the limbs, until the
mere trunk remained; the countenance assuming,
in some cases. the appearance of a wild beast,
or satyr. The elepbantiasis which is known at
Tangier affects chiefly the legs, which a good
deal resemble. in shape and appearance, those
of an elephant: from this the disease has, with
greater probability. derived its name, than from
the mere similarity alone of the skin, as said,,
Its characteristics at Tangier are these : the legs,
swell to an enormous size, and nearly as high,
as the knees are ulcerated and discoloured
with a dark appearance in some parts, and of|
gangrene in others. The skin becomes thick,,
rough, discoloured. and cracked in parts: thg
limb appears generally bard; the vessels en-,
larged and .distended ; with a dlscha.rge which,
seems to anse from the surface of the skin, and
not to be occasioned by deep ulcers. The cone,
stitution does not appear affected; and tha,
disease, from its being so common, is thought,
little of, although those who are afflicted with,,
it do not like being questioned about it. I was,
not able to ascertain that any thing was applied.
as a remedy, except the simple scarifying of the

part diseased to promote the discharge of the.
humours. The existence of this disease has.
been attributed to poorness of living, dampness
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their best robes, decorated with their finest or-
naments.

In no part of the world, perhaps, are more
beautiful women to be seen than among the
Jewesses at Tangier. Their complexions are
generally rather dark, but not swarthy, and
mixed frequently with the most beautiful and
inviting red possible: their eyes are brilliant,
black, and sparkling: and if to the above be
added a fine contour of countenance, and hair
- like shining jet, it will be seen that this place,
miserable as it is, is not entirely destitute of
objects of attraction. The iron claw of de-
spotism, however different may be the case with
regard to the other sex, has passed lightly over
the countenances of these captivating females:
for who would imagine, on looking at them, that
they were the daughters of slaves 2 of slaves as
degraded and persecuted as in any part of the
globe subject to the tyranny of man ?

The costume of the Barbary Jewesses, and
particularly that which is worn on sabbaths
and festivals, is splendid in the highest de-
gree; and the effect is remarkably rich, dig-
nified, and becoming. Their robes, which fold
over and are girt round by a silk sash worked
in gold, are usually of superfine scarlet or dark-
green cloth, richly embroidered in gold at the
bosom, as also at the corners, which are like-
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degree of liberty, though even then tlfey appéu.r
less frequently out of doors than the Moorish
women; whom the better classes imitate in
some measure by affecting a partial conceal-
ment of their face with the scarf which is thrown
over the head.

The beauty of the Jewish females renders
them not unfrequently objects of attraction to
the Moors, who are debarred from seeing or
having any intercourse at all with their own
women previous to marriage ; and instances, on
this account, are not uncommon, of the former
abjuring their religion and becoming the wives
of the Moors.

About this time reports reached Tangier from
the interior, by way of Fez and Tafilet, of the
death of the two unfortunate African explorers,
Major Laing and Captain Clapperton, which
subsequent aécounts proved to be too well
founded.

Though anxious on my arrival to pay my
respects to the bashaw, for the purpose of pre-
senting the letters I had brought, I was unable
to do so for some days on account of his indis-
position; when hearing that he was recovered,
I set out for the castle, accompanied by Mr.
Ellis, his official interpreter, Mr. Abenseur,
and a young Jew attendant called Solomon.
We proceeded through numerous winding nar-
row streets-until we reached the foot of the hill
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various families belonging to the bashaw’s esta-
blishment. Traces of former times are indeed
visible in the Arabesque decorations of the
arched gateways which, though cracked and
defaced, still exhibit much taste and beauty of
design. 1 could not hear any thing of a Roman
tomb of Besius, an officer of Trajan, and mep-
tioned by Dr. T. Smith as having been dis-
covered : it may, however, possibly exist in some
part of the castle. I had no opportunities of
searching, on account of the zealous suspicions of
the Moors. Near the gatewayare the shafts of se-
veral Roman columnslying brokenandneglected ;
and which, I understood, had been sent as a pre-
sent from the King of Spain: a most useless
gift to a Moor. The appearance of the Alcas-
saba, at a short distance, is picturesque and im-
posing ; and, notwithstanding its ruined con-
dition, it seems to look down with contempt on
the low miserable buildings of the town which
creep at its feet.

On entering the Alcassaba, the interior pre-
sents an appearance quite as neglected and
ruinous as the outside would lead one to imagine.
After passing through the front gateway, which
is an arch in the Arabesque style of archi-
tecturc, we came to an open court-yard, in
which were several horses, ready accoutred, be-
longing to the soldiers of the bashaw. We were
now conducted into a long narrowish passage,
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Mohammed Omemon, was a handsome man
about forty, with a peculiarly mild expression
of countenance, yet penetrating eye, high aqui-
line nose, and a fine jet-black beard. A Schilluh
or Breber as he was by birth, being brother to
the chief of the Gerawan tribe, his countenance
and character strongly betrayed the insincerity of
the wily Numidian; and whilst he equalled the
Moor in fervent professions of friendship, he sur-
passed him even in dissimulation and cunning.
During the reign of Muley Soliman, he had been
imprisoned, for a considerable time,at Mogadore;
but, on his death, was released by the present
sultan, with whom he has ever since been in the
greatest favour, on account of the assistance he
has afforded him, at different times, in keeping
down the restless tribes of his own countrymen,
who inhabit the Atlas mountains, and having
greatly distinguished himself in the wars that
have been carried on against them. On taking
leave of him, I asked permission to see his
horses; and was accordingly conducted to the
stables, which were spacious, undivided by stalls,
and opening through piazzas upon a court-yard

bashaw is Kaid or Alkaid; which is applied both to a go-
vernor of a province or town, and officers commanding a
certain number of soldiers. The bashaw, in fact, may be
considered as a general officer who has the command of all
the troops in his province or district, and in time of war
takes the field along with the sultan.
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perambulating all parts of the town even after
dark, I was fortunate enough to escape meeting
with any thing unpleasant. By degrees, as I be-
came better known to the inhabitants, I ventured
out some distance into the neighbouring country,
which is never done by any of the consular body
without being accompanied by their guard.

On reaching home, I found an officer of the
bashaw waiting there with a present from his
master, who sent his compliments and good
wishes : these I appreciated as highly as what
he had now sent me, namely, an old ram, worth
a dollar; just double the value of which, I was
now informed, it was necessary to give the
bearer of this splendid gift. Having accord-
ingly presented the alkaid with a couple of
dollars, I dismissed him, bidding him offer my
thanks to his master for his attention in send-
ing me this mark of his respect.
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IN such a miserable place as Tangier, it
might naturally be supposed that the most
profound silence and tranquillity would reign
during the night ;—quite the reverse; and a
stranger, on his arrival, does not find it an easy
matter to close his eyes, so incessant is the noise
echoed through all parts. This is owing to the
military patrol, who are stationed in different
parts, and perambulate the town throughout
the night, calling out the watchword; which,
being repeated by the next, circulates in an
instant through the whole of the place, and is
repeated about every five minutes during dark.
In vain the poor stranger tries to close his eyes,
and, turning from side to side, wonders at the
cause of the savage cries that he hears thus
echoed. Through many a weary hour is he
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coastained & bear this uproar. when. towards
dar»1 e wretches who have been murdering
his repose siizk away. and for an instant his
weary eselids are ciosed by deep. I say for an
iostazt for the cries of the night patrol have
scarcely died away. when he is suddenly aroused
by a lowi sepalchral veice. whose unearthly
tones appear to his drowsy senses to descend
from the air : this is the muedden or crier, who,
from the top of the mosque. calls out to the true
believer to shake off sleep and repair to prayers.
It is the universal custom in Morocco, the use
of bells being unknown both in Barbary. and, I
believe. in other parts of the world where the
Mahometan religion is professed. According
to its rules. every Mussulman must repeat his.
pravers five times during the day; and this in-
junction by no means adds to the repose of the.
inmates of the consular house, from its imme-
diate vicinity to the great mosque.

Everv morning. when it is still almost dark,
the muedden ascends the tower or minaret, and
begins to exclaim from the top witha loud sten-
torian voice. in order to wake and give notice .
to the inhabitants. Having ceased for a short
time, he recommences, continuing his exhorta-
tion or prayer for nearly half an hour, while
the people are dressing and preparing them-
selves for the mosque. A third time he com-
mences, when they repair to the mosque, and
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stance above the English house. The utmost
respect and obedience are paid by the Moors to
this old madman, who acts in some respects with
considerable method and forethought. Every
market day he makes his appearance in the sok,
provided with a capacious basket, which he fills
at the different stalls with whatever pleases his
fancy best, and for which payment is never de-
manded. It is amusing enough to see how well
the holy man forages for himself: from one he
takes a piece of meat, from another bread, from
a third vegetables, until at last, having got suf-
ficient to stop the throat of his noisy com-
panion within him, he makes a quiet and orderly
retreat.

The nightly police or watch at Tangier, bar-
barous as it may be, is greatly superior to what
exists in Spain, where indeed the towns are
generally destitute of any protection whatever
after nightfall. In point of vigilance, the watch
at Tangier far exceeds that even in our own
country; and their never-tiring throats would
afford a good example to the sleepy cries of
the London watchmen. The former consists of
the captain of the watch armed with a gun,
and several followers provided with long poles,
who keep silently patrolling the town, while the
stationary posts keep up a constant communi-
cation by means of their voices in the manner
before mentioned. In imitation of Gibraltar—
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Court of Chancery, and as summarily as
country bench of magistrates disposes of
question of rates or a settlement case. Ma
ters, however, are often left to be determin
by arbitration. The usual punishment is tl
bastinado ; which is so unsparingly administer«
upon all ranks and orders, that it may be co
sidered indeed the birthright of a Moor. Arisii
out of this little instrument, three general ¢
visions or classes of society exist in Moroce
as ] have heard it observed : first, the sultan; s
condly, those who beat; and, lastly, those who a
beaten; the latter class always living in hop
to advance in life, and change places with ti
one immediately above them: a pithy arrang
ment, but very significant of the people ar
country.

Beheading prevails in cases of criminal d
linquency; and in this operation the Moo
are as expert as their other Mahometan bn
thren. The sufferer being thrown on his bac
on the ground, his legs and arms are hel
steady, while the operator, by means of a lon
sharp knife, removes the head, with a quicl
ness and dexterity attained-by practice alone
when in the hands of a novice, some hacking
as I have been told, naturally occurs. Dect
pitation, indeed, is so usual in Morocco, ths
it is thought little of; and a body is shortene
with as much unconcern and ease as an Englist
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offers. as rich clothes. horses, and an unlimif
number of wives. which are the usual p
mises that the Mahometan makes in cases
this nature. The greater part of them on th
arrival are sent into the interior of the coun
near Mequinez. where they live by themselv
intermarrving with the black population.

In regard to the wretched beings shut up
Ceuta. to whom the change appears a kind
paradise, it is not to be expected that, b
starved, ill paid, and ill clothed as they are, a
chained to such a rock, they should be prc
against offers of the above kind. Many
them take advantage therefore of the first ¢
portunity to escape. A man totally devoid
religion, who, from being a mere nominal Chr
tian, assumes the name of a Mahometan, a
abjures his ancient faith, of which he kn
nothing, to embrace a different one, with t
tenets of which he is as little acquainted, a
for which he cares as little, is, like the Christi:
renegadoes in general, neither an acquisitis
nor a loss to either.

Generally speaking, the condition of the 1
negadoes in Morocco is most miserable, look«
upon as they are with the utmost contempt 1
Christians, Mahometans, and even Jews; the
open habits of profligacy ill according, at tl
same time, with the stricter professions of ti
Moor. Those who are not soldiers are er
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ployed in the gardens, where they acquire a
subsistence, but so precarious, that numbers of
these unfortunate wretches die within a short
time from want of food, change of climate, and
the habit of living. I had not been many
days in Barbary when I saw this exemplified in
a melancholy way. A miserable Spaniard who
had deserted from Ceuta, and turned Moor
shortly afterwards, not being able to get any
work, contracted the low fever of the place,
and died for want of care and nourishment.
Upon his death neither the Mahometans nor
Christians would own him as belonging to them,
and the poor wretch’s body lay for some time
exposed in the open streets of Tangier, near
the door of the fondak.

The renegadoes of Morocco are almost en-
tirely Spaniards; and I am happy to say that,
during the many inquiries I made, I did not
hear of a single Englishman placed in this de-
graded condition, although there have been oc-
casionally, through treachery, some instances of
the kind. I was informed by a Moor, with what
degree of truth I cannot say, that in the reign of
Sidi Mohammed, which is not very long ago, an
English serjeant of artillery, who happened to
be at Tangier, took it into his head, when in a
fit of intoxication, to turn Moor, and on being
afterwards sent into the interior was well re-
ceived by the sultan, who furnished him with

M 2
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wives, horses, mules, slaves, and, in short, every
thing that he could wish or desire; the name
of Shaban, the month in which he deserted,
being given to him.

The Moors at that period were besieging
Ceuta, and being a gunner he was greatly
prized, and had the chief command of the artil-
lery given to him during the siege, which the
Moors finally abandoned. The Spaniards, who
were aware of his being there, and were at no
loss to guess the quarter from the manner in-
which the shells were thrown, directed their fire
against the battery he was in, and he was cut in
two by a shot. His loss was greatly regretted
by the sultan, who shortly afterwards raised the
siege. ‘

Tangier, from its vicinity to Spain, forms a
ready asylum to those who are so frequently
obliged to seek their safety from tyranny and
oppression by self-banishment. Many of these
unfortunate exiles take refuge here, and linger
out their existence, in the hope of better times,
in sight of their native shores. It is only just
to say that the sultan of Morocco, in their re-
gard, has acted with a humanity worthy of a
more civilized state; and when pressed as he
has been at different times by the Spanish go-
vernment to give up these unhappy persons,
backed by an offer the most tempting in the
present crippled state of the Moorish navy,
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stuffs, tied up in silk bands ; an enormous dish of
kouskous then followed; the rear being brought
up by two horses and a mule laden with wheat
and barley.

Previous to the wedding a procession is formed
at night by the bridegroom, who is conducted
by his friends, arm in arm, through the different
parts of the town, accompanied by music and
firing.

The concluding and most singular part of the
whole ceremony is the bridal night. On this
occasion the bridegroom, on leaving his own
house, attired in his white sulham, or cloak, and
with his sword girded before him, proceeds on
horseback towards the quarter wherehis intended
resides ; he is accompanied by large bodies of
his friends and connexions on foot, bearing
lanterns in their hands, and is attended by
two boys, who keep throwing handkerchiefs to-
wards him, as if in the act of fanning him ; the
procession being headed by a band of music,
consisting of the Moorish tambour, or drum, and
two or three hautboys, from which the most
detestable sounds proceed. The approach of
the procession is announced by loud discharges
of guns; and it having arrived at the house of
the bride, it stays there until she is ready, the
bridegroom remaining on horseback, and the
whole length of the street being thronged hy
the accompanying crowds.
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proceeding at nearly midnight perhaps, at aslow
funereal pace; in the rear numbers of men,
armed with guns of an enormous length, deafen
you with repeated irregular discharges of pow-
der, firing at the feet and faces of the spectators,
dancing at the same time, and making use of
the most extravagant gestures.

The music now advances, and your ears are
greeted with sounds as diabolical as any savages
ever made, which are produced by the instru-
ments before mentioned. A confused crowd of
persons now approach, with lanterns in their
hands, in the midst of which is seen the bride-
groom on horseback, his face muffled up, and
his sword now girded behind him, and followed
by another horse bearing the strange machine
already described. The rear of the cavalcade is
brought up by several women, who accompany
the bride to her new habitation, while an in-
discriminate crowd of persons follow. The pro-
cession does not proceed direct to the house of
the bridegroom; if it did, the ceremony would be
all over in a few minutes, and the effect lost ; on
which account it is first conducted through all
parts of the town, and from the slowness of the
pace at which it proceeds, and the crowds that
accompany it, it is frequently an hour or more
before it reaches its final destination.

On arriving at the house a general haltismade,
the bridegroom dismounts and enters his habita-
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nayper 10 hEve heen popped in for the purpose
¢ G e erenter honour to the bride. The
Xy &7 i sarrr 10 have an opportunity
simezmmes f craufving their hatred of a Chris-
LAL under s piensihle a pretence as that of
ImeTe 2ROCI0eNL SOIDE Years since. a  person
1t The em;ucy of one of the Earopean consuls
was §h:v I¢ Ui manner on the top of the con-
sier 1errace . and it is bat latelv that a friend
of mine. ope of the resident consuls now at
Tanmer. was fired at an instant after he had
y zned the window of his drawing-room. where

This was the last cay of the festival of El
Mouicud: and at nine in the moming several
rouncs were fired from the batteries. 1 need
harcly say that the Moonsh artillery is wretch-
ediv served. notwithstanding their principal
gunners are Spanish renegadoes. To see a
salute fired is an amusing farce. both in regard
to the slowness of the firing and the state of
the guns and carriages. The badness of the
powder which is manufactured in the country
is such, that about two guns out of three merely
flash : this arises from the proportion of char-
coul being too great in the manufacture; and
from this cause, also, a gun becomes useless
from its foulness after a very few rounds have
been fired. It is true that they have abundance
of European powder, as it is one of the prin-
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cipal articles sent as presents into Barbary ; but,
on account of its price and superiority, it is
generally hoarded with the greatest care, and
reserved only for extraordinary occasions.

The almost daily reports which were brought
from the interior respecting the approaching
visit of the sultan were greatly strengthened by
the departure of an escort for Tetuan, having
the charge of fifty mules loaded with clothing
for the army forming the body-guard. The
sultan, it was said, was to leave Fez on the first
day of the feast, and was expected to be eight
or nine days on the road, visiting Tetuan first,
and afterwards Tangier, at both of which places
preparations were making to receive him. At
Tangier the intelligence received by the con-
sul stated that the bashaw was on the point of
quitting his apartments in the Alcassaba, in order
that they might be made ready for the sultan.
Among the diplomatic body there was no little
bustle and activity in purchasing and preparing
their different presents of muslin, broad cloth,and
variety of articles upon which the light of the
imperial visage was to be shed; and the Arabs
and country Moors were daily flocking in with
their little offerings of corn, sheep, and poultry,
all of which were received with evident marks
of satisfaction, and taken the greatest care of
by the bashaw. In addition to this being the
closing day of the Moorish festival, it was also
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the s6k or market, and the town was quite
crowded in consequence.

The Tangier sék is held on a large open
space outside the walls every Thursday and
Sunday, the former being the principal day:
to a stranger it presents an amusing and ex-
traordinary sight. At an early hour of the
morning, and even the day before, large parties
of Arabs, with their families and camels, may
be seen slowly winding along the sands, or ap-
proaching from the interior parts; and as they
arrive in succession they take up their quarters
on the upper part of the hill. The Arabs are
followed by country Moors from the villages
for some miles, with fowls, bread, vegetables,
and a variety of other produce, for sale. These
always come in armed with their guns, as they
invariably do when travelling : the Arabs less
frequently, on account of their poverty, being
in general provided merely with their long
knives or daggers. About eleven o’clock, which
is the fullest time, the coup d’eil is strikingly
singular, and the scene is so truly African, that
one might fancy oneself far in the interior of this
unknown continent. On entering the market-
place, the ear is struck by the confused clamour
of hundreds of barbarous tongues, buying, sell-
ing, and cheapening the various commodities.
In one part is the fowl-market ; while at a short
distance are groupes of Moorish women from
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Butter . 5 blanquilles a pound.
Potatoes, about 2 do. do.
Raisins . 2 do. do.

An alkood of oil, which is sweeter than the
common Spanish, and weighs 86 pounds, costs
generally about 3 dollars; one pound of oil being
equal to a pint and a half, and the price about
4 blanquilles.

Milk is about 3 blanquilles the quart.

Eggs, from 3 to 5 for a blanquille.

The Moorish large pound=11b. 100z. English;
the smaller do.=1lb. 20z. do.

Meat, provisions, &c., are sold by the large
pound, and tea, coffee, colonial produce, and
small articles generally, by the small pound.

The price of wheat in good seasons is gene-

rally from 15 to 16 blanquilles the almood, which
weighs about 22lb. English; and occasionally,
but rarely, it has been as low as 12.
- Barley, from 7 to 8 blanquilles the almood.
Some years it has been so plentiful as to have
been down as low as 2 blanquilles, and such
quantities have remained unsold as in some in-
stances to have been left on the ground as not
worth the while taking it back when the distance
was great. :

I was now settled at Tangier, in the most
comfortable manner, in the house of the con-
sul-general, who was at that time in England
with his family; and the only occupiers of his



TANGIER POSADA. 175

substantial and excellent mansion were myself
and Mr. Price, who had been appointed vice-
consul at Tetuan, and was now awaiting the
sultan’s permission in order to proceed there.
A European, on his visiting Morocco, would
find himself uncomfortably situated should he
intend to remain more than a few days, except
the houses of the European consuls were open
to receive him. _

The only house of accommodation where a
Christian can be received is kept by a very
worthy Spaniard named Blas Alvarez*, and
which, though small, is neatly kept, and pre-
sents an interesting specimen of the interior
architecture of a Moorish house.

I should not do justice to Signor Blas were I
to omit saying that, in point of cleanliness, at-
tention, and civility, his house is very superior
to the usual filthy posada, or inn, of Spain;
and though the accommodations are confined, a
stranger may contrive to pass a few days very
comfortably with the aid of a clean bed and an
excellent kouskousu for his dinner, which the
signora dresses to perfection.

A party of saints, who had arrived from Me-
quinez, made their entrée into the town with
flags, followed by a large concourse of people.

* The posadn of Signor Blas has, as I have Leen lately in-
formed, found a rival in one since opened by Francisco Coreo,
of which report speaks well.
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These fanatics paraded through the streets, and
performed all kinds of mad antics before the
houses of the European consuls. On account
of the bigoted rancour and hatred which these
people in particular entertain against all Chris-
tians, it is very dangerous for the latter to ap-
pear in the streets on these occasions.

The house of the consul-general, or, as it is
termed, the English house, has lately been re-
built at a considerable expense by our govern-
ment, and is now a spacious and substantial
residence, combining as much of English com-
fort as is consistent with the climate. It is
situated in a retired part of Tangier, within
view of the principal street, on the slope of
the hill immediately below the Portuguese con-
sulate, and at the back of the great mosque. I
could not but consider myself fortunate in the
highest degree in being lodged, not only with
such comfort, but with such quietand privacy. In-
deed, the days I spent at Tangier I shall always
reckon among those of the pleasantest of my
life. Instead of finding the time hang heavy on
my hands, the day was never long enough, and
an endless variety presented itself in the habits,
customs, and appearance of a race of people so
novel to me.

The early part of the mornings was occupied
in writing, drawing, and receiving numberless
visits from Moors and Jews, who had always
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may naturally be expected, when the universal
contempt and abhorrence towards Christians is
considered, and the little value at which their
lives are estimated. It would, indeed, be too
much to expect, in a country like Barbary, that
the sight of a Christian on the terrace of the
houses would be liked, when the Moors them-
selves scrupulously abstain from resorting to
them. As I have before observed, the roofs
belong exclusively to the women, who appear
there uncovered, and are seen employed in a
variety of occupations.

The English house was itself devoid of any
terrace, there being only a small one above the
garden-wall, and adjoining the flagstaff. The
view from this was too tempting and novel for
me to resist, and I used to spend some time
there every morning without experiencing inter-
ruption. The coup d’eeil of Tangier from any
of the terraces of the consular houses is sin-
. gular and extraordinary. No stranger, I believe,
ever surveyed the town, for the first time in
his life, without being strongly impressed with
the idea that he was survéying an immense
burial-ground, and that he was looking down,
not on the abodes .of the living, but on the
monuments of the dead. The quiet that pre-
vails, and the extreme narrowness of the streets,
which renders any passers by invisible, add to
the general look of desolation. A
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During the afternoon, when not engaged in
shooting or riding, I amused myself in the
market-place, the upper part of which was re-
sorted to by the principal Moors during the
time the daily auction was going on.

N 2



CHAPTER X.

Departure for Tetuan.—Moorish Villages.—Open Country.—
Encamp for the Night.—Zinat.—Evening Scene.—Tes-

drinking.—Alkaid Suse.—Travelling in Barbary.—Schil-
luhs or Brebers.—Matamores.—Muley Absalom.—Arsb
Douars.—Mountains of the Lower Atlas.—Ain El Djedidé.
~—Parties of Arabs with their Camels.—Difficulties of the
Road.—Distant View of Tetuan.—Reach the Plains.—Bar-
bary Sheep.—Arrival at Tetuan.

ScARCELY a day passed without some report
of the sultan’s approach being industriously cir-
culated through the place; one horseman ar-
rived with the intelligence that his army was
actually outside the walls of Fez awaiting his
setting out ; while some went so far as to assert
that he was even on his road to Tetuan. Many
of the wiser heads among the Europeans were,
however, very incredulous about his coming at
all, and gave out that he had enough to do in
keeping things quiet at home, which, perhaps,
was not very far from the truth.

Finding it impossible to get at any certain
intelligence as to his arrival, and anxious on
account of the advanced season to lose no far-
ther time, I determined to put in execution one






182 ESCORT.

they are to carry about, are still necessary to
your comfort, from the impossibility of sup-
plying yourself with any thing in ‘the country.
An additional encumbrance is imposed upon
you by the load of things which you are obliged
to take as presents, without which your recep-
tion would be a very scurvy one; and to the
burden of which one mule may fairly be al-
lotted. Superfine cloth, gunpowder, shot, coffee,
and, in particular, canisters of green tea and
loaves of fine white sugar, are your best pass-
ports, and will soften even the flinty heart of
a Moor.

Having hired three mules, at the daily rate
of a dollar and a half for each, for the convey-
ance of myself and baggage, I was soon ready
to start for Tetuan, and awaited only the ar-
rival of my escort from the Alcassaba, which
shortly afterwards made its appearance. It
consisted of an officer or alkaid and a con-
fidential soldier of the bashaw’s, well armed and
accoutred, and mounted on handsome-looking
horses. I should have been as well pleased to
have been accompanied by only a single guard,
a8 is usually the case; it was, however, inti-
mated to me, on my objecting to it, that the
bashaw could do no less, after the letters he
had received in my behalf, than treat me with
the greatest respect and distinction. I was
thus obliged, as it would have been an affront
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does, for which reason it is not made use of by
Europeans. Wheel carriages of every descrip-
tion are unknown, from the want of roads; the
only means of communication being, as it is in
many parts of Spain, a beaten horse-track, con-
ducting through the open country. This in
summer is hard, and tolerably smooth and good
in the plains; but in winter is soon rendered
impassable on the setting in of the rains.

For several miles the ascent was gradual, the
country being fertile, with low ranges of hills
encircling the valleys. Large herds of cattle
were roaming about, a good deal resembling the
Spanish in appearance. The Barbary beef, with )
which Gibraltar is entirely supplied, is, how-
ever, reckoned, and with justice, to be superior
in flavour to the Andalusian; and I may with
truth affirm, that I have often sat down at Mr.
Ellis’s hospitable board to'a sirloin which,
though small in size, would not have disgraced
the famous emporium of meat in Bond-street
even at the Christmas season.

We had proceeded a few miles, when we
passed several small dwellings inhabited by the
country Moors. The Moorish villages, of which
there are many in the cultivated country about -
Taugier, are usually erected on the top of some
low hill or rocky eminence, for greater security,
and to escape the inundations of winter. They
are surrounded by gardens, the thick impene-
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as they are.  The best supply comes from the
peevixe of Refe. where the white cedar attains
a teierable size. and is used for floorings and
other insde work. When timber of large di-
measons s wanted. it is generally procured
iroen Gibwaitar. although I bave been told that
tumber it for ship-building is to be obtained
from the forests near Rabat. Our direction
was between S. and S.W.: the weather fine
and drv. At the top of the low range on which
we now were are the remains of an old sanc-
tuary and a burial-ground.

The sun was sinking low, when we passed
three encampments of tents. which we did not
stop at. on account of the lateness of the hour:
my guards informed me they were inhabited by
Moors and not by Arabs. We were now at no
grvat distance from the spot where we intended
to establish our night-quarters, and could dis-
cern it in a valley, on high rising ground, be-
tween two rocks. We accordingly urged on
our cavalcade. in order that we might get our
tent pitched by nightfall. The Moors will not
on any account pursue their journey when night
has set in; and, indeed, considering the nature
of the roads and people, travelling after dark
would neither be safe nor even possible.

We began soon to ascend a kind of rugged
mountain-valley, and half way up reached a
small village, consisting of a few huts erected
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blazing fire was quickly made, and while supper

was preparing I opened my canteen, and pro-

ducing a plentiful supply of tea and sugar, at

sight of which the eyes of the Moors glistened

with delight, we all sat down to tea, including

the alkaid of the place, who had come out to

receive me with much attention and civility.

We were now as happy and merry as possible,

and our party was very soon swelled by the in-

mates of the neighbouring huts, who came in,

to their infinite satisfaction, for a small portion

of the nectar I was distributing to my people.
Nothing is considered so great a luxury and so '
highly prized as tea and sugar by the Moors,

on which account it is the most useful present

a stranger can take with him.

After tea was concluded, my guests remained
listening to the animated and incessant tongue
of the alkaid Suse, who was relating to these
simple villagers the news of Tangier, the many
wonderful stories of the Christians, or his own
campaigns in the different revolutions and re-
bellions in Morocco, in one of which he had
been severely wounded, taken prisoner, and
stripped. Although an old man, he was vigorous
and active, with a keen, piercing eye : irritable
as his temper was, and it certainly was none
of the best, he made up for it by other good
qualities, being very trustworthy and a great
favourite of the bashaw’s, who, from his in-
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cumstances, in greater security than when tra-
velling in Spain. :

Abdallah, who was also in the service of the
bashaw, was a remarkably handsome man, with
dark eyes and complexion, rather tall in stature,
and with features different from the Moors in
general ; in fact, he was a Schilluh or Breber,
one of those restless tribes which have from the
earliest times been a cause of continual appre-
hension to the sultans of Morocco.

The Brebers or Schilluhs, by which latter name
they are generally known in Morocco, are a
powerful, warlike, and barbarous race, inhabiting
the entire chain of the Atlas mountains, to
which they were driven by the Arabs from the
east, on their first overrunning these parts o
Africa. Before this period they were spread
over the whole of Barbary, of which country
thev are supposed to be the indigenous inha-
bitants: it is at least certain that they have
been there from very remote ages. In Morocco,
as in other parts, their subjection to the govern-
ment is scarcely more than nominal, as they
scarcely acknowledge the authority of the sultan,
and will not be subjected to any other laws than
their own. This independence of spirit in a
country like Morocco, where the will of the
sovereign is absolute, has always involved these
tribes in continual warfare with the reigning sul-
tan. whom the inaccessible nature of their moun-
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will be a long time before they will be able to
recover themselves.

There is no doubt, although the contrary has
been asserted, that the Schilluhs and the Bereb-
bers, or Brebers, are one and the same race of
people, as also, that they are perfectly distinet
from the Moors or Arabs, both in their language
and otherrespects. It may naturally be imagined
that in so great an extent of country there should
be a considerable difference of dialect, and this
has induced some writers to suppose that the
Brebers and the Schilluhs are a different race.
A tradition. I have been informed, is prevalent
among them, that they are the descendants of
the Philistines, driven out of Judea by David.

Zinat. or Azinat, the name of the high rock
where we were now encamped, is a military post,
subject to the authority of the Bashaw of Tan-
gier. who has an alkaid with a party of men
stationed here. It lies rather out of the usual
road to Tetuan. but, as we were prevented
getting any further from the lateness of the
hour. we were obliged to deviate from our
course, and make to this place for the purpose
of fixing our night quarters.

We had not very long finished our tea, when
the alkaid of Zinat, followed by two of the
principal inhabitants. entered the tent, bearing
a large dish, composed of maize flour, milk,
and butter, boiled together; in short, it was a
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was put on; and some coffee being distributed
among the people, we contrived to make no bad
breakfast, with the aid of a fresh supply of milk
and eggs, which the attention of the alkaid
furnished. Nothing now remained but to pack
the baggage, strike the tent, and load the
mules; which being done, we started on our
Journey, attended by the alkaid of the place,
who accompanied us a short distance, to show us
the way. As a small reward for the attention I
had experienced, I made him a present of a
bandkerchief; and he afterwards came to beg
a little gunpowder, which I supplied him with.
European gunpowder is greatly prized in Africa,
from its superior strength and goodness; and
next to tea and sugar, a good supply of powder
and shot will prove a powerful means of insuring
a welcome to the traveller.

On leaving Zinat our course wound along
the rock under which we had passed the night,
a narrow path leading us through small garden
enclosures, until, having gained the opposite
side, we gradually descended to the valley.
The morning was fine, and the previous
symptoms of rain had disappeared. We had
proceeded about a mile, when we passed by the
first douar, or Arab encampment, I had seen.
The tents, about thirty in number, were pitched
on the side of the hill, some being conical at
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We again passed, at a short distance, a second
encampment of Bedouins: the number of tents
was more considerable, and there were large
flocks of sheep and goats near the douar. The
mountains of the opposite side of the valley are
inhabited by the Guatra tribe of Arabs; who
are considered, by those of the plains, as wild
and barbarous.

We had provided ourselves with our fowling-
pieces, and now found ample use for them, from
the number of the red-legged partridges that we
met with, of which we killed several ; and also
some doves. The track we had been pursuing
was hard and good. We now came into one
which was more beaten and cut up; and found
this to be the usual road to Tetuan, which we
had deviated from on leaving Tangier, for the
purpose I have mentioned,—of providing our-
selves with night quarters. Pursuing our way,
we fell in with an Arab, who, as he approached
us, made a most gigantic and ferocious ap-
pearance, mounted, as he was, on his lofty
camel. He was armed with a gun, had a wild
and savage look, and passed us without taking
any notice of our party.

We were now just approaching the moun-
tains; thecountryhad become quite uncultivated,
and very different in appearance from the fertile
plains we had left behind. A village was
pointed out at a short distance on our left
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Mr. La Porte. vice-consul of France, at Tan-
gier. whose acquaintance I had the pleasure
of forming. in his interesting communications
to the Geographical Society of Paris, states, that
the Atlas extends from the province of Sous
and Tafilet to the mountains of Tossato and
Y fren, where the regency of Tripoly commences;
and from thence to the western extremity of the
Gulf of Sydre, which bounds the mountain of
Benoulid, which latter appears to be the last
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the beasts were stopped, not being able to
advance from the width of the baggage on
their backs. From the difficulties we had to
contend with, our progress was very slow;
and I was strongly reminded of the moun-
tain road. preceding the pass of the Trocha,
which had caused us such labour in surmount-
ing. In point of beauty of scenery, Morocco
is very far inferior to the opposite coast;
and the general want of wood renders the
country by no means interesting in its appear-
ance. The chain of the Tetuan mountains is,
however, tolerably wooded, and occasionally
prettily broken—but still how little will they
bear a comparison with the mountains of
Andalusia, the sylvan scenery of the cork-
forest of St. Roque, or the expanse of country
viewed from the old Moorish heights of Gaucin,
or with the magnificent range of the Ronda and
Granada chain! As we were proceeding, some
irregular sounds caught my ear, and looking up
I spied a Moorish goatherd-boy perched on a
neighbouring crag, and presenting a most pic-
turesque object with his white jelibea and its
peaked hood. The notes of the young Maho-
metan were so sweetly wild, and so similar to
the cries of the mountain shepherds of Norway,
that I could almost have fancied myself in that
country, instead of being in Africa.

At midday we obtained a most striking view






2204 SHEEP.

We had now descended from the mountains,
and pursued our way through an extensive plain,
watered by the Busfiha, which winds through
it to Tetuan, along the banks of which river
we kept. In our progress we sprung some
wild ducks, at which we fired, without doing
any execution. We overtook an Arab driving
a large flock of sheep, brought from Algarbe
to be sold at Tetuan; they were of a larger
size than I had as yet seen in Barbary, with
chestnut faces and ears, and long fine wool.
The sheep about Tetuan, and other parts.of
Morocco, are of a smaller breed, broadly
spotted black and white, and are similar to
a breed of sheep sometimes seen in England
in parks and ornamental grounds: the mutton
is very good, but in general extremely lean.

The plain we were in was planted with maize,
and seemed fertile and well cultivated, although
the quality of the soil was inferior to that about
Tangier. As we approached Tetuan, a great
number of men were employed in levelling and
repairing the road; and on my inquiring the
reason of a proceeding so unusual in this country,
I was informed that the cause of it was the
emperor’s expected arrival. Their tools were,
a short-handled hoe and a pickaxe, scarcely
differing from those made use of in our own
country.

When at a short distance from the town, my
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Every ting was now setiled. and dismounting
from mv borse. not only to avoid any offence to
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pally on account of the execrable and dangerous
pavement. I followed my conductor through a
spacious market-place. crowded with people,
until we reached the Jews' quarter; and after
making my wav through several abominably
filthy streets. followed by troops of miserable
Jew boyvs with naked feet. we arrived at the
house of Mr. Salvador Hassan. for so my host
was called. With him I was to take up my
quarters during my residence at Tetuan.
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extinction of the Mahometan empire in Spain,
at the memorable conquest of Granada in 1492,
sought a refuge in Morocco, and came over to
Tetuan bay in open boats from the oppeosite -
coast, as they were able to make their escape.
Tetuan seems, before this period, to have been
little more than a fortified post, established as
a check upon Ceuta, the people of which were
continually revolting against the king of Iez.
It does not appear, indeed, that there were any
habitations before the arrival of the Andalusian
Moors, as they are stated on their landing to
have erected huts at Marteen, in which they
lived while the town was building. Among the
refugees were a rich talib of the name of Sidi
El Mondery, and Luzeir, a Moor, who had held -
a distinguished part in the late government ; by
these the town was commenced, the ground
having been purchased of the mountaineers of
Refé. During the progress of the work, it
seems, that they experienced so much inter-
ruption from these wild tribes, that they were
at length obliged to apply to the chief of the
province of Refé, who sent them five hundred
men as a protection while the building was
proceeding. Upon the completion of the town, ~
however, the Moors finding it would be impos-
sible to defend themselves against the attacks of
the mountaineers, engaged their protection to
remain and settle there by means of liberal
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Bewros. Garson,
Raggomes, Labady,
MNedma. Sallas,
Paves. Romeros,
Valemcianos. Cordovie,
Garca. Mollena.

The following. who were also distinguished
Moorzsh famibes in Spain. are settled at Fez
and Ratar

Zegries. Morenos,
Bergoss. Blancos,
Abesamares. Rondas,
Redmanes. Rocashes.
Daas.

Iz point of size and population Tetuan greatly
excends Tamever. and is also far superior in its ge-
weral appearance. although its ruinous condition
s mawch the sare as every other town in the em-
pire. It has exrht gates. above the two prin-
cipal of which are mounted some small guns.
The borge or castle. from its elevated situation,
completely overlooks the town. but is itself
commanded by the heights immediately above
it. It is fortified with a few pieces of cannon,
having. however. been lately deprived of its best
guns, which, contrary to the wishes of the in-
habitants, were removed for the purpose of
arming one of the sultan’s brigs of war. Tetuan
was in former times governed by a bashaw,

whose command extended from the frontier
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in which the Jews perform their devotions.
The Moorish rosary consists of a long string of
polished black beads, ninety-nine in number
in all those that I have observed; and, as the
devotee repeats each sentence, he passes one
of the beads through his fingers. The Ma-
hometan sabbath is Friday, and the Moorish
shopkeeper merely ceases business during the
time of service at the mosque, when he closes
his shop, which, however, is more than can be
said in general of the Spaniard. In other re-
spects the sabbath is observed with greater de-
corum and propriety than in Christian countries,
which may be attributed to the gravity of cone
duct and demeanour, and the serious and orderly
manners which characterise the Mahometan
race.

In a commercial point of view, Tetuan is
now little behind Mogador. Its manufactures
are far more advanced and extended than
those of Tangier, and are only inferior in
goodness and ingenuity of workmanship to
those of Fez, which is the great emporium of
commerce with the interior parts of Africa.
Besides hayks, silks, Morocco slippers, there
is a manufactory of gunpowder, and a consider-
able one of fire-arms, the latter of which is said
to be superior to any other in Morocco. There
is a manufacture, likewise, of coarse earthenware
for kouskousu bowls, jugs, and other domestic
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considerable, and equal to, if not greater than,
that of any other port in Morocco.

IMPORTS FROM GIBRALTAR.

348 Cwt. of Raw cotton.
166 Do. Raw silk.
6 Do. Cotton thread.
70 Do. Fine and coarse paper.
394 Do. Tea.
888 Do. Loaf sugar.
282 Do. Brown do.
13 Do. Sarsaparilla.
153 Do. Cinnamon.
124 Do. Lavender.
56 Do. Black pepper.
7 Do. Canary seeds.
19 Do. Cloves.
40 Do. Coffee.
8 Do. Ginger.
2 Do. Rice.
945 Do. Bar iron.
50 Do. Steel.
8420 Pieces of English and India long cloths.
4150 Do. Manchester printed cotton goods.
1630 Do. British muslins.
150 Do. Irish linen.
528 Do. Fine and coarse broad cloths.
3 Cases of looking-glasses and beads.
38 Do. Files.
5 Do. Tin.
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2 Cases of clasp-knives.

3 Do. Perfumery.

1 Do. Cochineal.

1 Do. Nankeen.

4 Do. Crates of earthenware.

EXPORTS TO GIBRALTAR.

50 Cwt. of Wax.

Gold dust and bullion.

Fruit*.

Fowls.

Cattle for the supply of the garrison+-.

It will easily be seen how advantageous the
Barbary trade must be ; as so great a proportion
of the returns is in hard dollars, very consider-
able sums in which are continually being trans-
mitted for the purchase of cotton and other
goods.

I had not been very long in my new quarters
at Mr. Hassan’s, when an officer came, on the
part of the governor, to congratulate me on my
arrival at Tetuan; and having dismissed him
with a present, and intrusted to him the letters
I had brought, I received a second communica-
tion, to say that the governor would receive me

® The duty alone on oranges amounts to a large sum.
They are exported chiefly to Spain and Gibraltar.

+ The duty paid for which forms an article of considerable
revenue to the sultan, 100,000 dollars having yery reeently
been paid as duty in one year alone.
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thragh the ilthy streets of the Jews' town, we
were folbrwed as wsml by troops of Jew boys,
who were. bewever. kept at a respectful di-
stance by a venerable-looking old Moor with a
white flowing beard who had joined our party,
and evinced so much attention—which was evi-
dently never intended to be gratuitous—that I
inquired who he was. and learnt that he was
the Moorish alkaid of the quarter in which the
Jews resided.

On entering the palace. I was not a little
surprised to find myself received with all the
state of an eastern prince. A long file of sol-
diers, attired in milk-white hayks and turbans,
with swords and dirks. were ranged in a kind
of lofty entrance-hall ; from whence we passed
into an open court where the governor’s horses
were drawn up, handsomely accoutred, with an
attendant to each in his best robes. Among
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attendants, who placed the present on the ground
near his master. At the sight of the tea and
sugar, his countenance assumed a look of com-
placency ; and, addressing me, he told me that
I was welcome, and that he was glad to see
me; that as to my present, there was no occa-
sion for my having brought it, for that it was
his duty to attend to all my wants; that he
was always glad to see the English, and liked
them better than any other pation. Having
ceased speaking, the attendants now brought in
a large tea-tray, with a handsome set of English
china, which they placed upon the ground, to-
gether with a smaller tray, filled with fine lump-
sugar and a variety of almond-cakes: the latter
were very delicious, and had been prepared, as
I was afterwards told, in expectation of the
sultan’s coming. Green tea of an exceedingly
good flavour was now poured out, ready-sweet-
ened, in small cups.

The governor, whose name was Mohamed
Ashash, and whose father was said to have been
once a common muleteer, was attired in a fine
white sulham: he was a good-looking man
about forty years of age, with a round fairish
face, and a sensible penetrating expression of
countenance.

Few questions were asked by him during the
interview; and when I was about to take my
leave, he asked me if there was any thing he
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as this is—where slaves (of whom the nation
is composed), beginning with the very lowest,
cringeand bow in suceession up to the sultan him-
self —that fear alone would suggest the offering
of presents as a propitiationto the more powerful,
in the absence of any protection or assistance
from the laws. It becomes thus indispensable,
through the means of presents or, in other words,
of bribes, to secure what is necessary either for
personal safety, convenience, interest, or wel-.
fare; and, at the same time you purchase the
above in order to benefit yourself, you have it
equally in your power, supposing you have the
pecuniary means, to confer injuries through the
agency of others.

This being the general system observed one
toward another, a foreigner, perhaps, has no
great reason to complain when it is directed
against himself: still, when one falls among
rogues, however ancient may be their pre~
scriptive right of robbing, it is not an easy
thing for an honest man to avoid murmuring,
particularly when the work of plunder is at-
tended with the lowest. and most contemptible
acts of meanness. The arrival of a Christian,
and an Englishman in particular, is the com-
mencement of a general attack upon him; and,
in order to rob him genteelly, some paltry pre-
sent is generally given, in return for which it is
necessary to give one of ten times the value,
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cost him, together with the numerous fees and -
other expenses, to scarcely short of a hundred
pounds ; and even that would be considered but
a shabby sort of offering. The presents usually
made, and which are most acceptable to the
descendant of the prophet, are, besides those
already mentioned, velvets, china, fire-arms, gun-
powder, all of which are considered, as it is
termed, good articles. When a present is re-
ceived of a consul, it is generally valued imme-
diately afterwards by a Jew; and should his
valuation pretty nearly equal what it is stated
to have cost, the sultan prizes it, saysit is good,
and keeps it. This, however, is not often the
case, as the Jew usually fixes a value upon it
which is about a third of the original price:
because, if, to please the sultan, he should value
it highly, it is ten to one but he is compelled to
take it himself; whereas, should he fix a low
price upon it, he has a chance of getting some-
thing by it by purchasing it himself.

Whena present is made—with the exception
of what the sultan keeps for his own use, or that
of his harem—it generally finds its way into the
hands of the Jews a few days after it has been
made ; and instances have sometimes occurred of
a magnificent and costly service of china having
been presented by a European consul on the
part of his sovereign, and which, having been
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markable, as is generally the case, for any very
extreme tyranny and cruelty; on which account
he is considered, and very naturally so, in this
country, as a good monarch.

Plunder and extortion are so common in
Morocco, that they become virtues in com-
parison with the usual atrocities committed ;
and of these privileges the present sultan, ac-
cording to reports, has availed himself pretty
largely, in order to replenish his coffers and
give him the means of consolidating his power.
On what a precarious foundation the authority
of a despot rests, and how slight are the ties
between a tyrant and his slaves, will be seen
from the continual state of unquiet in which this
country always is, and the constant necessity
there exists for the sultan to be moving about
to keep his rebellious people quiet. When
he leaves Morocco for Fez or Mequinez, the
southern provinces are sure to rise in rebellion ;
and whenever he quits the latter capitals, his
departure is generally followed by a revolt in
the northern parts of his dominions.

The manner in which the royal treasury is
filled is singular, but will excite no surprise
when it is considered that the caprice and ty-
ranny of one individual directs every thing, and
that the basis of the government is a well-esta-
blished system of robbery and plunder. A
wealthy man in Morocco is considered by the
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his ill-gotten booty, transfers his wealth into
his own safe custody, and having stripped him
of every farthing, he either confines him in a
cage for life, or, in his benevolent mercy, allows
him to retire to end his days in some obscure
corner, with the loss of his money, and, perhaps,
ears, while his government is transferred to
some other, who, having given an enormous price
for it, repays himself in the same way, and ulti-
mately meets with a similar or worse fate. In
this manner things proceed, until the unfortunate
people, driven to desperation by their misery,
at last rise in open rebellion against their mer-
ciless rulers. What a glorious opportunity then
presents itself to the sultan of again picking up
something, and, at the same time, of showing his
love of justice by punishing the guilty and pre-
sumptuous wretches! An army is accordingly
despatched into the rebellious province,—the
whole district is laid waste, the inhabitants are
plundered of the little they had left, and heavily
fined, and the descendant of the prophet re-
turns triumphant with three or four hundred
heads that had dared to resist him.

It is not an unusual thing for an individual
who wishes to fill some post already occupied
to offer the sultan a large sum of money to turn
out the possessor, which reasonable prayer is
always attended to, except the latter is enabled
to outbid his enemy, and can secure his remain-
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the miserable subjects were tortured in the
most unheard of manner; and sawing in two,
putting out the eyes, crucifying, burying alive,
or being burnt, were usual punishments for the
most trifling, or no offence at all.

In those golden days—and for aught I know it
may still be practised—it was a frequent custom
for an individual to buy another of the sultan if
he fancied he was rich, and that he could make
any thing by this humane speculation. The
way in which it was managed was thus:—The
person wishing to make the purchase went
before the bashaw or governor of the district,
and bargained with him for such or such a per-
son; and when at last they had agreed between
themselves as to the price, each party trying to
cheat the other in enhancing the probability. of
gain or less by the transaction, the money was
paid and a receipt given, which entitled the
buyer to the body of the individual bought,
whoever he might be, and who was accordingly
delivered into his hands. The latter part I
cannot better explain than by inserting part .of
a letter on this horrible system, written by an
English merchant who resided at Tetuan in the
reign of Muley Ishmael, and which I find in-
serted in a curious account of a journey to
Mequinez in 1721, written during Commodore
Stewart’s embassy to that city.

“ Yesterday Mr. Noble and I were passing
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who killed him; to which his attendants would
reply, trembling, that they did not know, but
supposed it was God’s doing.

When he chanced in his haste to kill any one
in mistake for another, as was frequently the
case, he would civilly beg his pardon, saying he
did not intend to have killed the poor man;
and whenever he beat a person soundly, and put
him in chains, he was considered in the high
rond to preferment, as he would generally call
on him a few days afterwards, and finding him
in prison would affect to be surprised, and,
calling him ‘his dear friend,” would inquire
how he came in that unfortunate plight; and
sending him a suit of his own clothes, would
place him in some high and lucrative post, which
having entered upon in a pennyless state, it could
be calculated with the greater certainty how
much he would be worth at the expiration of a
certain time, when he was sure of being again
stripped of every thing by his royal patron.

During his reign he raised his kingdom to an
unprecedented pitch of military renown; and
his name struck such terror that he reigned in
peace and quietness. It is true that his son,
Muley Mahomet, rebelled against his authority,
but he was quickly subdued, and his hand and
foot being cut off, he died from loss of blood ;
and Muley Zidan, another of his sons, being
then appointed heir to the throne, was soon






232 HTIEY ENNAFL'S POLICY.

Mooy vowrs r3 v : for this politic prince,
®2] soremr ww Exde his own subjects could
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- He 3 s fomd of their breed. that he takes
care tv =ix them himself by ordering great
rumbers of pevple before him. whom he marries
without any more ceremony than pointing to
the man and woman and saying. - Hadi. vi houd
hadi.” 1. e. - That. take that:" upon which the
loving pair march off as firmly noosed as if they
had been married by a pope. He always vokes
his best-complexioned subjects to a black help-
mate. and the fair lady must take up with a
negro. Thus he takes care to lay the founda-
tion of his tawny nurseries, into which they are
admitted verv young ; and being nursed in blood
from their infancy, become the executioners and
ministers of his wrath, whose terrible commands
they put in execution with as much zeal and
fury as if they had received them immediately
from heaven; and when quite young are so
ready to murder and destroy, that the alkaids
thcmselves, his officers, tremble at the very
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cactus and aloe, and overtopped by the towering
cane, presenting so thick a barrier that it was
difficult to get even a peep at the beautiful re-
treats concealed by them, within the shades
of which the black-eyed Moorish beauties pass
the summer heats. The luxuriancy of the vege-
tation, and the appearance of the maize and
barley, which were already some inches high,
gave the look of spring to the season; and as
we passed along, the senses were regaled with
the delicious fragrance of the orange-blossom,
large jasmine, and white rose.

Having crossed a river which during the rainy
season is very dangerous to ford, we arrived at
the gate of the sultan’s gardens, and, without
dismounting, rode up a delightful trellis-walk
shaded by vines and loaded with grapes, which
hung down in the most tempting way possible.
Having reached a second gate or door, we dis-
mounted and entered a kind of alcove, before
which was a spacious basin, with water as
clear as crystal, supplied by a stream which
is conducted by a small channel through the
gardens. In this delightful spot, which might
well be assigned as the site of the far-famed
gardens of the Hesperides, the sultans of Mo-
rocco, when they visit Tetuan, repair with the
beauties of the harem, and pass the heat of the
day amid the shade of the orange-groves. The
view from the gardens is very beautiful, the
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are now overgrown with trees and shrubs, and
present a mournful remnant of its former beauty.

The following day was rainy ; and as it would
not have been prudent to have appeared in the
street with an umbrella, I remained within doors.’
The privilege of making use of an umbrella is
very different from what it is in Europe, where
every one keeps his head dry without asking
leave so to do. In Morocco, the umbrella is
the privilege of royalty alone: no one but the
sultan can carry one; and should any of his sub-
ject slaves dare to make use of one, it would be
an act of high treason, for which his head would
be the forfeit.
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them. The countenance and features of the
Moorish women present few traits of resem-
blance with those of the Jewesses of Barbary:
their hair and eyes, it is true, are black, but the
latter want the sparkling brilliancy which I have
already described, and are more to be admired
from their soft and sleepy glances, equally dan-
gerous as they are.

A peculiar mild and pleasing expression of
countenance, oval face, elongated eyes, regular
features, and a clear sallowish complexion de-
void of colour, very frequently fair, appear to
characterize the Moorish women. A singular
custom is observable among both Moorish and
Arab females—that of ornamenting or tattooing
the face between the eyes with clusters of bluish
spots or other small devices, and which, being
stained, become permanent. The chin is also
spotted in a similar manner; and a narrow blue
line extends from the point of it, and is con-
tinued down the throat. This kind of tattooing
is intended to add a brilliancy to the coun-
tenance, and, indeed, it is by no means so dis-
figuring as might be supposed. In addition to
this, the eyelashes, eyebrows, and also the tips
and extremities of the eyelids, are  coloured
black by means of antimony, which certainly
adds to the expression of the eyes. Lastly, the
soles, and sometimes other parts of the feet
" as high as the ankles, the palms of the hands
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sash also worked in gold. The head-dress is
formed by a black crape scarf, which is tied
round the head ; the ends, which are worked in
gold. hanging down behind. Over this is a rich
silk Fez handkerchief folded broad, so as to
form a kind of high turban, coming to a point
like a tiara. over which three or four narrow
bracelets of pearls and precious stones encircle
the forehead. and have a rich effect: the neck-
lace is also of precious stones; not being sus-
pended low, but worn tightly round the neck.
Massive silver collars or armlets adorn the
wrists. and a similar ornament is worn round
the ankles. The earrings are usually of gold, the
armlets likewise being sometimes of the same
metal. Dress slippers are made of blue or green
or crimson velvet of the Fez manufacture, and
embroidered in gold. The colour of the com-
mon slippers, which are of morocco leather, is
red. vellow being that worn by the men. The
dress of the lower orders, when within doors or
on the terraces, where I have frequently had
opportunitics of observing them, is usually a
loose kind of linen shift with very wide sleeves
girded round the waist, and loose linen drawers.

The appearance of the Moorish women when
in the streets is very singular and remarkable.
They are then completely enveloped in a white
hayk, which being folded in a peculiar manner
round the body is turned over the head, and the
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manner that would absolutely shock the delicate
notions of the Mussulman. Nature in her pure
robe raises few of those sensations which con-
cealment excites in the imagination; and the
magic glimpse of an inch or two of cotton
stocking, on the pretty ankles of the European
fair, is more dangerous than the view of all the
bare legs in Morocco. The latter, it is true, are
very deficient in the essential points of attrac-
tion, as they are in general thick, brawny, and
discoloured from the effect of constant exposure.

However careful the Moorish women are in
concealing their faces from their countrymen,
they are not so particular in regard to Christians,
to whom they will frequently unveil themselves
entirely, if they can do it without being ob-
served; and in this manner I had frequent
opportunities of becoming familiar with their
featurcs and countenances. I could not, how-
ever, help observing that those females who
appeared most scrupulous at bé&ing seen, and
showed the greatest alacrity in covering them-
selves on the approach of one of the male
sex, were invariably old women, while the young
ones were by no means so quick as they should
have been in concealing their countenances,
being sometimes even so careless, when pass-
ing, as to let drop a fold, by which accident the
entire face was exposed to the unlawful gaze
of the stranger. A Christian cannot, indeed,
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is considered, in the opinion of these sensual con-
noisseurs, as nearly approaching to perfection
when it resembles, or rather exceeds, the cir-
cumference of a butt, pipe, or any other large
measure. In order to attain to this degree of
excellence, the Moorish ladies are at no incon-
siderable pains to fatten themselves up so as to
afford a substantial feast to their lords and
masters. To accomplish this, they eat large
quantities of kouskousou, in itself very nourish-
ing ; and whose fattening qualities are increased
by the introduction of a small yellow grain, or
seed, called alholba (trigonilla), used also in
making bread.

Among the beauties of the respective harems
of the sultan at Fez, Mequinez, Morocco, and
other parts, there are some, I have been in-
formed, of very surprising dimensions. These
are no less prized than they would be in
England to fill the interior of a travelling
caravan. Fortunately for the whim and caprice
of mankind the standard of beauty is not fixed,
and that by which it is estimated in Morocco is
doubtless considered the correct one.

The Moorish children are prettily dressed in
white or blue kaftans, confined at the waist by a
red belt. The little girls, who are in general
remarkably pretty, wear a sort of striped cotton
shawl thrown over their heads, in the same
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In consequence of the inhabitants of Tetuan
being thus less accustomed to Europeans than
those of Tangier, a stranger is liable to insult,
which indeed he may expect in every part of Mo-
rocco. It is true, during the stay I made, I did
not meet with any direct personal abuse ; but it
was easy to perceive, as I walked through the
streets, and entered the shops to make purchases,
from the contemptuous looks and observations of
the crowds of Moors assembled, how inveterate
is the bigotry of these proud and ignorant bar-
barians.

The Jews of Tetuan live, as they do in most
of the other towns of Morocco, separate from
the Moors, the Jewish town being divided from
the Moorish by gates which are closed at a
certain hour at night, and all communication
between one and the other prevented. In going
from the Moorish quarter into that of the Jewish,
a most striking difference is visible in the ap-

for more than half a century. A solitary residence, indeed a
kind of banishment, among such a race and under such cir-
cumstances, could not be supposed to be agreeable or even
safe. Mr. Price, however, I am happy to say, has, by his
conduct, not only gained the respect of the inhabitants, but
by his firmness with the governor, in a great measure put a
stop to the disgraceful system of plunder to which every
stranger who visited the place was subject in the same man-
ner as myself. He has also obtained as a right what before
was only allowed as a special privilege—that every English-
man should be allowed to appear on horseback in the town.
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and will at the appointed season again collect
his chosen people. -
The Jews who are found at the present day
in every town of Morocco are the descendants
of those who first took refuge in the country
when driven out of Spain by the bigoted zeal
of the victorious Ferdinand; and who, in ex-
pelling the polished Moor and the ingenious
Israelite, paved the way for the miserable state
of ignorance, poverty, and decline into which
Spain has ever since been gradually sinking.
What has become of the Andalusian Moor?
Where is the Spaniard of former ages? Both
races have passed away, and in their descend-
ants scarcely a trace remains of a once powerful,
generous, high-minded people. The Jew alone
remains unaltered; and, in exchanging the
shores of Spain for those of Barbary, he has
only fallen into the hands of a more tyrannical
master. It is Indeed curious to observe, in
accordance with the old remark, how completely
the Jew remains the Jew in every part of the
globe. 'What successful efforts does this extra-
ordinary race make against the oppression of a
whole world ! and how—assailed as they are on
all sides by persecution, malice, and tyranny—
by ingeniously bending to their enemies, do they
succeed, in the end, in turning the tables upon
them, and in becoming, in point of fact, their
masters! This is more particularly observable
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~ ferent from that of the Mahometan. On their

heads, which, like the Moors’, are kept shaved,
they are obliged to wear a small black skull-
cap, which distinguishes them at once from the
Moors. Their dress consists generally of a long,
loose, black robe with sleeves, with a white,
close-plaited under-vest; loose, short, white
linen drawers; and a broad silk woven sash
tied loosely round their waists. Their legs are
bare, like the Mahometans’, wearing merely a
pair of slippers, the colour of which must be
black, as a further distinguishing mark. The
youths are frequently dressed in a garment of
bluish-gray or orange-coloured cotton-stuff. With
these exceptions, the Jewish costume is black,
and, though sombre in appearance, has a neat
and rich appearance; particularly on the sabbaths
and other occasions, when their dress is often
of black velvet, on which is worn obliquely over
one shoulder a kind of sulham of fine cloth, or
of the same manufacture as the hayk. The
dress of the working Jews and poorer classes is
a common brown jelibea with a hood; but this
they are not allowed to wear up, to distinguish
them from the Moors.

When passing the mosques, they are obliged
to take off their slippers and proceed barefoot,
and in the Moorish quarters are sometimes not
allowed to wear any slippers at all. They are
not permitted to ride on horseback, or to appear
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information relating to both these races should
be so scanty.

The following is the only account I was able
to collect concerning them:—The Jews are
scattered in various parts of the Atlas moun-
tains, and living not separately, but together
with the different tribes of the Schilluhs or
Brebers, with whom they are on the most friendly
terms. Each Jew makes choice of a Schilluh
as a protector for himself and family, to
whom he is ever after attached by the ties of
friendship and mutual obligation. Should the
Jew receive any affront or injury, which is not
often the case, it is severely resented by his
guardian ; and instances have occurred in which
several lives have been lost in avenging an in-
Jury done to his protégé. In cases of this kind
the Jew is not allowed to take notice of the
wrong done to him; but must remain passive,
and leave the affair in the hands of the Schilluh
his protector.

The condition of these Jews, who live along
with the Schilluhs in tents or conical-shaped
straw huts, is far superior to that of their miser-
able brethren of the towns, being well treated,
and enjoying a considerable degree of freedom ;
and, like their masters, are secured from taxes,
tribute, and the oppression of the Moors, by
the inaccessible nature of the country they
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ance to the Jews of the towns, and as being a
remarkably stout well-made race, which may
easilvy be conceived from their happier state,
and the greater degree of freedom that they
enjoy ; while the Schilluhs, under whose charge
they thus happily live, are represented, although
Mahometans. as being far less bigoted than the
Moors. whom they despise, and against whom
they always entertain, as it were, a natural
kind of antipathy.

With regard to the origin of these moun-
taineers of Israel. it is, as I have before stated,
involved in great obscurity. All accounts, how-
ever, agree that they have been in Barbary
from the remotest ages; and even the tra-
ditions respecting them, absurd as they are,
bespeak their great antiquity. One of these,
as related by a rabbi at Tetuan, is, that the
ark of Noah having been drifted and wrecked
on one of the mountains of Refé, the Jews that
were in it made their escape, and in this man-
ner first peopled the Atlas with their race.
With respect to the tribe to which they belong,
the accounts are equally confused ; some of the
rabbis supposing they are of the tribe of Judah,
while others maintain that they spring from that
of Reuben and Manasseh. By some it is as-
serted that they came originally from Egypt;
and it does not seem a very improbable sup-
position—their antiquity being undoubted—that
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scheming and having some speculation in their
head. which is usually some little adventure of
goods from Gibraltar, they generally succeed in
their plans if they happen to have a little ca-
pital. The greater part, however, are miserably
poor: and if they were not so humble and un-
wearied in their endeavours to earn something,
and the pecessaries of life were not to be pro-
cured on such moderate terms, they would find
it very difficult to exist among a race from
whom they can expect no relief or commisera-
fon.
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through, particularly the people of Angera, who
were out of his jurisdiction, and acknowledged,
indeed, no authority. He therefore could not
furnish me with an escort except to Tangier,
and as remonstrances were of no effect, I was
obliged to submit.

Ceuta is situated in the Mediterranean, near
the entrance of the straits of Gibraltar, and in
front of the rock of the fortress, from which it
is distant about six leagues. It was possessed
successively by the Romans, the Goths, and the
Moors, and in the early ages appears to have
been a place of considerable consequence. At
the commencement of the fifteenth century it
was taken from the Moors by the Portuguese,
since which period it has remained in the occu-
pation of the christian powers, notwithstanding
the repeated and constant attempts of the Maho-
metans to retake it, and who, on some occasions,
have been so persevering that, during the reign
of Muley Ishmael, they besieged it to no pur-
pose with 10,000 men, although the blockade
was kept up for thirty-four years. Ceuta, in
the opinion of some military men, is little in-
ferior in point of strength to Gibraltar, with the
advantage of being maintained ata considerably
less expense. In passing through the straits of
Gibraltar, it seems to form the natural left hand
of this proud fortress, from the similarity of its
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sible attention, when two officers made their ap-
pearance, loaded with six couples of fowls and
a dish of fresh Tafilet dates, a present from the
governor for my journey. I was soon made to
understand, in a manner that I could not mis-
interpret, that it would be necessary to make a
present to the bearers of this gift, and whom
I was obliged to dismiss pretty well satisfied
with their morning’s work, and carrying, on my
part, many civil speeches back to the governor,
though, to say the truth, I never felt less in-
clination to be polite. I thought I had now
done, when, to my surprise, the lieutenant-
governor came bustling up, with all the hurry a
Moor is capable of when any thing is to be got,
and begged a gratuity. I had too much respect
for his own dignity, however little he cared
about it at the moment, to bestow upon the
mean wretch any thing more than my hearty
blessing.

I had already laid in a plentiful supply of
provisions; taking therefore the dates, which
were very fine, I committed the poultry, of
which the hens bore no proportion to the cocks,
to the care of Mr. Hassan, and making my way
through the crowds of poor Jews assembled to
witness the cavalcade, which literally blocked
up the narrow street, we slowly directed our
steps to the gates of the town, where, having
been joined by the governor’s escort, I found
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Onc of the alkaids was reclining by the side
of his gray barb. and formed a picturesque ad-
dition to the group with his white hayk thrown
gracefully over his shoulders and disclosing his
cnmson kaftan beneath. The dress of the
Moorish soldier. which differs but little from
that of the Moor in general. consists of a kaftan,
usually of crimson or blue cloth, with wide
sleeves. and girded up round the waist by a
belt. to which is attached his scimitar or dagger;
the trowsers are short and loose, reaching to
the mid leg. with vellow boots or slippers. In
addition to the usual hayk, he also wears a kind
of cloak. which is called a sulham, furnished
with a hood whichis generally worn up, and has
a tassel to the extremity of it. The sulham is
sometimes of blue cloth, and also of the same
kind of manufacture as the hayk; and it is from
its appearance and make that the military pro-
fession of the wearer may be distinguished, the
hood being generally worn over the head, and
can be extended so as to protect the face from
sun or rain. When the sulham is not worn it
is thrown gracefully over the hayk across the
lett shoulder.

The Moorish spurs are without rowels, being
simply pointed spikes of considerable length
and size: inflicting dreadful wounds on the
poor animal when urged forward at full speed.
They are chiefly used in the charge; at other
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peared. and the night set in, to our mortifica-
tion. with a slow but determined rain. My tent
was tolerably spacious, but was soon filled with
the bagyage and horse accoutrements; and
when my attendants, in the shape of the mule-
teers and guards. crept in for shelter, there was
but little room to spare.

As supper time approached, the supply of
provision. with which I had been provided by
the care of Mr. Hassan, was produced and par-
taken of by all the party, an addition having
been made to it by some milk and pancakes
which a respectable looking old Moor brought
purposely for us from his house which was ad-
joining : the old man likewise supplied us with
fresh milk for our morning breakfast, and
brought also seme very good raisins and a jug
of wine. which the Moors, to my surprise, par-
tock of. 1 found out, however, it was a bever-
age which, on certain occasions, they are al-
lowed by their laws to drink, having been
boiled when first prepared ; this simple process
removes the scruples of the true believers, down
whose throats it now passed pretty quickly. It
was made. as they said, from grapes; but in’
taste and appearance it resembled rather a kind
of sour mead. Generally speaking, the Moors,
whatever may be their conduct when in christian
countries, in their own are remarkably abste-
mious, both with regard to wine and tobacco.






266 MOORISH VILLAGE.

the same difficulty about partaking of them.
There is nothing that the Mahometan is more
scrupulous about than the manner in which
every animal is killed; this is done by cut-
ting the throat towards the east, and letting
the whole of the blood flow out on the ground.
Asthe Jews kill in a similar manner, they do not
hesitate to partake of their provisions as of a
Christian’s, which they will not touch except
they have been prepared by themselves in the
above manner. Besides this, they are even so
scrupulous as to refuse making use of any
saucepan, although for their own use, belonging
to a Christian, in which fowls or other things
have been dressed, not having been previously
killed in the manner directed by their religion.

It rained hard at intervals during the night,
but the showers were of too short duration to
be of much inconvenience, and the tent kept us
all perfectly dry. The vicinity of a Moorish
village is not desirable as far as regards quiet-
ness, however necessary it may be in other
respects. The quantity of poultry, and the
number of dogs kept, do not contribute to the
tranquillity, and the noise throughout the night
is in consequence incessant. The Barbary cocks
emulate the faithful guardians of the night in
vigilance, and instead of commencing their
chant at early dawn, make the neighbourhood
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perplexities, our line of march was continually
interrupted by long cavalcades of camels, some
_loaded with grain, and going to Tetuan, and
others on their road to Alcassar. The gigantic
size of these animals, which almost entirely
blocked up the path, rendered it extremely diffi-
cult to pass by, added to the shyness of the mules
at meeting them. Those who have experienced
the effect of a southern rain will_easily imagine
that, at the expiration of a few hours, we were
none of us in a very dry condition ; and in spite
of a thick Arab jelibea, which I had bought
expressly at Tetuan, and which was warranted
waterproof by both Moors and Jews, I was
completely drenched, and its great weight from
beinlg thus soaked rendered it a serious encum-
brance both to horse and rider.

After many hours of wearisome toil, we at
last got clear of the mountains, and had an
endless stretch of valley and swelling plain
before us to reach Tangier. We toiled slowly
through the rich clay soil, our mules at almost
every step breaking into deep holes or burrows,
which were either the work of some animal,
or had been occasioned by the previous drought.
At length, after having with difficulty crossed
the river, which was much swelled, we reached
the gates of Tangier, just in time before they
were closed for- the night, and it was with
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inexpressible pleasure that I once more saw
myself within the walls of the consular ha-
bitation, after a more painful and wearisome
journey than any I had ever before experienced.
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TaNGier. the ancient Tingis, was. under the
Roman empire. a colony of considerable con-
soquennce. and was the metropolis of the part of
Bartary known te the ancients by the name
of Mauritania Tingitana. Having passed suc-
cessively  through the hands of the Romans,
Guths, and Saracenic Arabs, it was taken in
1463 by Alphonso, fifth king of Portugal, after
having been ineffectually besieged by king Ed-
wand, his father: who not only had been obliged
to raise the siege precipitately. but to leave
his brother Ferdinand in the possession of the

Moors, as a pledge that Ceuta should be deli-
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seated in the skirts of the Atlantick, keeps the
kevs both of the ocean and inland sea, whose
unparalieled sitmation. temperature of air and
fertility of soil may well make the story true—
that an ancient emperor resolved to fix there his
imperial seat to be his terrestrial paradise, en-
vironing with brass a gold and silver city.”

Immense sums were from time to time voted
for the maintenance of the garrison. which con- -
sisted of both horse and foot. for building and
strengthening the fortifications. and for con-
structing a spacious mole, by which the harbour
was greatly improved. This really magnificent
work. within the mole-heads of which a ship of
the line could lie, was guarded with triple
batteries of guns. and extended near 2000 feet
into the sea.

In 1663, lord Peterborough having been re-
called, the earl of Tiveot was sent out in his
place. During this time the garrison were much
harassed by the bold attacks of the Moors; and
it had scarcely been given up by the Portuguese
when a party was cut off under the command of
major Fiennes. Soon after lord Tiveot had
assumed the command of the place, he was
attacked by a celebrated mountaineer chieftain
named Guyland, with 10,000 men, and he had
not been governor of Tangier more than a year
when he was surprised with a detachment of the
garrison, while surveying the lines, by an am-
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At e ctiwr end of the market-place a crowd
of e srwer ceders would be frequently collected
fr tw parpose of witnessing a kind of comedy,
or the mcks of a jugwler. who. among other per-
formances. would throw a nmning summersault
over the sharp puints of two swords placed up-
nght. Sometimes a storv-teller would keep up.
the attentiva of the auditors by a long and ani-
wated tale. In other parts of the town the
Moors might be seen deeply occupied at a kind
of chess, of which game they are extremely fond ;
while on the sands near the custom-house the
bovs would amuse themselves at single-stick ;
at this they are very expert. and it is almost the
only game I ever saw them engaged in.

On my return to Tangier, I found matters
in the same state with regard to the sultan’s
arrival,. as when I had left it; news was daily.
spread of the certainty of this grand ap-
proaching event, and some messengers who-had
arrived from Fez asserted that his army was
actually encamped outside the walls of that city,
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Among the conjectures that were now formed
in regard to my coming, it was shrewdly sus
pected by some of the Moorish wiseacres of
Tangier that I was the son of the consul-general,
who had come out privately from England, in
order to watch the proceedings of his father’s
enemies. By others, however, it was roundly
maintained that I was a spy; this latter notion
obtained such general credence that it was as
serted by some of the persons in authority that
they were actually in possession of intelligence
from England that I was a person secretly em-
ployed by the British government. It was use-
less to attempt to undeceive them by telling
them that my only object in coming was to make
myself acquainted with the manners, customs,
and institutions of a nation so powerful, so en-
lightened, and so refined as theirs—it wasto no
purpose, they would not believe me, and they
doubtless think te the present time that I wasno
better than I should have been, and that the
crown of Morocco had a most narrow escape
during the period I was in their country. .. .

All these reports, at the bottom of which I
traced the proffered assistance of my friend
Hadje Haardan, who when at Gibraltar had
offered it with all the sincerity of a Moor, were
amusing enough, but I foresaw that they were cal-
culated to be most injurious to my application
when they should reach the ears of the sultan,
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and prickly pear, and have a pretty though
mournful appearance—the common graves being
merely surrounded by a border of stones placed
edgeways. Here and there a white rag, sus.
pended on a stick, denotes alone the humble
resting-place of a saint of inferior fame, while
occasionally the appearance of a small dome
denotes the one of greater reputation. The
tomb and sanctuary in particular of Sidi Mo-
hammed el Hadje, who was a saint of very
extended celebrity, strikes the eye at a short
distance, for no Christian can approach it, and
its white cupolas emerging from the thick
surrounding foliage render it a picturesque
object. The wild, neglected, and melancholy
look of the Moorish burial grounds is heightened
by the mournful appearance of the Moorish
women, who are to be seen at all hours, even
at dawn of day, wandering through them.

On the afternoon of the Sabbath in particular
(Friday), the burial grounds are resorted to by
great numbers, and the scene is singular and
impressive: women of all ranks are then to be
seen, enveloped in their deadly looking hayks,
and wandering like unearthly beings along the
tangled winding paths, visiting the graves of
their departed friends, and strewing them with
flowers, and offering up prayers for their repose.
When sitting by the side of the tombs, whieh
they are accustomed to do for hours, lost in
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distinguished Moorish generals, who died fight-
ing against the Christians, and have been in
consequence regarded as saints. I could get no
farther information, and even for the correctness
of this I will not vouch. = Each of them is qua-
drangular, with embattled walls, surmounted
by a dome, similar to the generality of the
tombs, not only in Morocco, but, I believe,
throughout India and Persia. These buildings,
which are surrounded by old burial-grounds no
longer used, are seen from some distance, on
account of their high situation, and from their
white appearance. On setting off' we had ac-
cidentally deviated from the right course, and
having pursued a path which led up the woody
side of a low mountain, on getting half way we
found that the track proceeded no farther, and
we were obliged to make our way to. the valley
below through an almost impenetrable thicket
of arbutus and ilex, among which the beautiful
blossoms of the gum cistus peeped forth in the
greatest luxuriancy. The open spots of turf
were literally ploughed by the wild boar, which
overrun these parts. On reaching the valley
we regained the path, and proceeded through a
well cultivated corn country, gently undulated.
As we continued our way we met seven mules,
each laden with a stone from the quarry at Cape
Spartel, and which they were transporting all
this distance to Tangier, to complete a new
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of level sund forms the shore for a great distance,
the sand having biown inland. as is observable
generally on the western coast of Africa. To
the eastward. at the distance of a mile, a long
lofty headiand runs out amid the waves. and 1
recognized it to be the same I had seen from
the heights of Vejer. and other parts of the
Spanish ccast. and which had been always
pointed out to me as Cape Spartel. The
matives on this. as indeed on every part of
the Barbary cvast. are savage and barbarous;
and it is by no means safe to wander to any
distance out of the sight of vour guards, for fear
of being made a priscner. The country Moors
on all parts of the coast are constantly on the
look-out for Christians, and instantly make
prisoners of all who have either landed ac-
cidentally or have been shipwrecked. Parties

that are occasionally formed. as ours was, to
visit Cape Spartel. are even subject to this; and
in one recent instance the lady of the English
vice-consul, who had strolled to a short distance
out of sight of the guard which had attended her,
was on the point of being made prisoner of by a
body of the natives. who surrounded her and
her party, thinking they were alone, until un-
deceived by the timely appearance of the escort.
Deserted as the coast appears to be, a most
vigilant look-out is kept, particularly within the
straits, by mounted patrols, who watch every
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Bashaw himself; vexed, therefore, at so much
time having been lost, I determined there

mounted, armed with long guns, and ranged on the ground
in the sitting posture of the Mahometans. As soon as the
sultan made his appearance, all the soldiers rose up with a
simultaneous and sudden spring, shouting out, “ God protect
you, Sidi.” His majesty, who was on horseback, was attended
by the Bashaw und his principal alkaids on foot, being pre-
ceded by two very fine looking Moors bearing spears of a great
length ; on one side his umbrella-bearer, bearing the emblem
of royalty over him; and the celebrated saint from Muley
Idris attending close at his elbow on the other. The ceremony
of the presentation now commenced, by each consul advancing -
to within a few yards of his royal person, and making a short
complimentary speech, through his dragoman, which was re-
plied to in a few words. To the English consul-general, Mr.
Douglas, who was attended by Mr. Ellis, Mr. Price, and three
or four of the officers from Gibraltar, the sultan was pleased to
say, that he considered the Moors were under greater obligations
to the English, with whom they had been friends from the
time of Muley Ishmael, than any other nation, graciously
adding, that he would take care of them. After the inter-
view with the consuls, which occupied two days, the sultan
inspected the different forts, and on the sixth went in public
to the great mosque in the town, after which he set off to
his camp in the most sudden way possible, as if a panic
had seized him, and to the astonishment of all, quitted Tan-
gier, leaving his two ministers behind, and proceeded to La-
rache. The reason assigned for his precipitate departure was
the saint who attended him, and who, on coming out of the
mosque, told his royal majesty that he could perceive from
his countenance that he was already contaminated with the
sight of so many Christians, and that he must immediately
be gone. In appearance the sultan wasa portly, well-made man,
with much dignity of manner, and about forty years of age.
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should be no further delay, and at last succeeded
with some difficulty, in getting the Bashaw to
forward, at my own expense, a foot messenger to
Fez, with my application to the sultan himself.

At this time the arrival of despatches from
England, with a letter from his Britannic
majesty, addressed to the sultan of Morocco,
occasioned a good deal of excitement among
the Moors, particularly as it was almost certain
that it contained a sharp remonstrance on the
part of the English government, as to the treat-
ment of the consul-general, and the behaviour
of the Bashaw, in his regard. The royal letter,
which was inclosed in a tin case, was forwarded
to the sultan by an escort of two horsemen,

VoL. I. U



CHAPTER XV.

Environs of Tangier.—DMount Washington.—Consular Gar-
dens.—Delightful Weather.—Moorish Agriculture.——Co-
lonization.—Famine among the Schilluhs,—Horrible Con-
sequences.—Inhumanity of the Moors.—Shooting Excur-
sion.—Arrival of a Dutch Frigate—Wild Boar hunting.
~—Success.—Market-day.—Arabs and their Camels.—Mo-
tion of the Latter.—Young Slave-girl exposed for Sale.—
Moorish School.—Bridal Entertainment.—Arrival of two
of the Sultan’s ‘Body-guard from Fez with Despatches.—
Answer received,—Departure of Mr. Price for Tetuan.—
News of the Destruction of the Mahometan Fleet at Nava~
rino.—Preparations for an Expedition into the Interior.—
Difficulties made by the Bashaw.

THE environs of Tangier do not afford much
to interest and attract the eye, with the excep-
tion of the gardens and of Mount Washington,
avilla of the late American consul, Mr. Simpson,
and still in the possession of his family, who
reside in Spain. The walk to this.beautiful
retreat, which is situated on very elevated
ground, is exceedingly wild and pretty, the in-
terest of which is increased by the remains of
an ancient aqueduct thrown over a picturesque
glen, at one extremity of which a view of the
sea and the coast of Europe is obtained. This
aqueduct, which was built for the purpose of
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dried, the pods are of a chocolate colour, and
contain small, hard, reddish kernels, which will
keep good for years. After a steep and length-
ened ascent, we reached the summit where
this deserted villa is situated, and were well
repaid for the fatigue by the beauty of this
really picturesque spot, which, looking down
upon the ocean stretched at its feet, commands
a most enchanting view of the straits of Gibral-
tar, hemmed in on one side by the dark gloomy
barrier of the Barbary mountains and the lofty
rock of England’s proud fortress.

The day was calm, and not a breath of air
ruffled the surface of what seemed to be only a
lake and which separated the two quarters of the
world. Tarifa appeared almost at our feet;
and the eye followed the varied line of the
Spanish coast from Cape Trafalgar to the Isla
de Leon and Cadiz. Looking inland, a no less
interesting and extensive view presented itself
in the dark expanse of mountain as far as Cape
Malabat, and the bay and harbour of Tangier,
on the shore of which the town appeared like a
speck, with rich undulating plains winding into
the interior; while the landscape was magnifi-
cently backed by the intermediate range of
mountains, and the lofty chain of the lower
Atlas beyond Tetuan. The grounds had run
into that wild and delightful state of nature
which is so much more captivating than the






204 DANISH AND SWEDISH GARDENS.

The two best worth visiting are the Swedish and
Danish. Theformer are close to the upper gates;
and from their commanding situation afford a
very striking view of the whole town, the Alcas-
saba,and thestraits of Gibraltar, terminated in the
distance on the European side with that fortress.
On entering the grounds, one cannot help being-
agreeably surprised—in a place like Tangier,
whege every thing is neglected and in ruins—not
only at their beauty and extent, but at the order
in which they are kept by the personal attention
of Colonel Ehrinhoff, the Swedish consul-ge-
neral, who is a skilful horticulturalist. The
Danish gardens, which are more remote from
the town, are exceedingly extensive, and present
a character totally different from the former.
Here you are quite in the country, in one of
the wildest and most picturesque spots in the
neighbourhood of Tangier, and surrounded by
nature alone. In the centre is a lofty tower,
from which a very extensive and interesting
inland view is obtained. These gardens, which
belong to M. Schousboe, the Danish consul-ge-
neral, who has been resident at Tangier a con-
siderable number of years, were the property in
former times of the great bashaw Ali, of Tan-
gier, who erected the tower.

Nothing could be more delicious than the
weather was at this period. The summer seemed
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merous large bulbous roots thickly overspread-
ing it form no trifling impediment to their
progress.

Agriculture in Morocco. as may be imagined,
is very imperfectly known, and no encourage-
ment being given to cultivation, just sufficient
produce is derived from the earth for the sup-
port of the scanty population. Under the
Romans, Barbary was the great granary of the
world : and it is probable that Morocco alone,
from the extreme richness of the soil, the fine-
ness of the climate, and the fertility of her ex-
tensive plains, might be made to produce suf-
ficient to supply a great portion of Europe;
whereas now, in years of scarcity, she cannot feed
her own starving population. During the reign
of Sidi Mohammed, who was more enlightened
and alive to his real interest than the sultans of
Morocco usually are, the exportation of corn
was allowed, not with any wish of encouraging
agriculture and benefiting his own subjects,
but chiefly with a view of providing himself,
from the money that flowed into the country,
with the means of defence should any attempt
have been made by the Christians to conquer
the country, an idea that is at all times deeply
impressed on the minds of the Moors. The
quantity of grain that was exported in conse-
quence was very great; and the Spaniards
were no small gainers by this system, which
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early, a spontaneous crop springsup. When the
ground is first cleared, it is usually effected by
means of burning, and being then slightly
scratched over, the grain is sprinkled on it.
Barley is used chiefly for horses, oats not being,
as far as [ could ascertain, grown in any part of
the country. On the whole, probably, not above
a third of the land is cultivated that is capable of
being so, and this in so superficial a manner,
that the produce obtained might be trebled, at
least, by a better system of tillage.

When Barbary is divided into Christian co-
lonies, and that such will be the case at no very
distant period I think there is little doubt, Mo-
rocco will be a most valuable acquisition to
whatever European country it may ultimately
belong, whether we consider the salubrity of the
climate, the fertility of the soil, and its capability
of producing many kinds of colonial produce,
its vicinity to Spain and Gibraltar, and the
command its situation would give over the
Mediterranean. Could colonization be effected
in Barbary, more particularly in Morocco, the
produce of the country would meet with a ready
market, as well as a most convenient dep6t, in
Gibraltar, from whence it would find its way all
over the world. Emigration might then like-
wise be tried at once on a large scale, from the
moderate expense which would attend the trans-
port of individuals, which cannot be attempted in
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the plain country of Tangier, where, dispersing
themselves through the villages, they endea-
voured, by begging or stealing, to obtain sus-
tenance. A curse seemed set upon the heads of
these unfortunate people ; and it was so, though
uttered by the lips of man, and of a despot who
did not live to see his feelings of revenge sa-
tiated. - This was Muley Soliman, the sultan
who had cursed their race, in consequence
of which every Moor refused to relieve them,
and their sufferings raised no pity in the breasts
of a people at all times merciless and cruel.
What they could not, however, obtain by en-
treaty, hunger compelled them to take by force;
and they were then shot like dogs by the country
Moors, and remained unburied in the fields. At
Tangier the horrible state of hundreds of starving
men, women, and children, excited no greater
degree of commiseration; on the contrary, the
bashaw’s soldiers had orders to drive them back;
but in spite of them they flocked into the town,
and, seizing the bread from the country women
in the market place, ran off biting the loaves.
The only persons from whom the starving
multitude met with any relief or compassion
were the Christians, and the houses of the con-
suls were daily beset by crowds of famished
supplicants ; but who, from their numbers, could
obtain but a partial and temporary succour.
As these wretched outcasts could get no bread,
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that could have endured the sight, unmoved, of
so much suffering. Death soon began to afford
- that relief which man denied ; the hedges of the
neighbouring gardens and inclosures adjoining
the town were filled with dead bodies—twenty
to thirty died daily; and when the gates were
opened of a morning, fresh bodies of several
were found lying on the S8k, of those who had
expired on the preceding night. From the im-
mense numbers that at last died, and who were
not cven buried by the inhuman monsters, the
stench became at last so great that the consuls,
dreading a pestilence, were obliged to make a
representation to the bashaw, in order to have
the bodies removed. About a mile from
the town is a massive ancient building, now in
ruins, and which during the reign of Muley Ish-
mael was fortified by the celebrated and power-
ful Bashaw Hamet. It stands in a retired
situation, and is carefully avoided by the Moors
from superstitious feelings. There these poor
wretches found a kind of shelter, and there
numbers of them died. Fresh skeletons, sur-
rounded by tattered fragments of clothing,
still occupy the dark, narrow recesses of the
building.

To this lone and desertedruin, stealing silently
and unperceived through the vineyards, and con-
cealed by dense thickets of Indian fig and aloe,
have I sometimes, during the heat of noontide,
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plough again over the surface, the furrows
being straight, narrow, and very shallow, with-
out any ridge. The ploughshare has merely a
simple tip of iron, which is taken off when the
husbandman ceases work to prevent its being
stolen.

The weather had been remarkably fine for
some time, resembling September in England,
the sun being extremely powerful in the middle
of the day. At the bottom of the bay the sand
has been blown up from the shore, and covered
the gardens for a considerable distance inland,
It encroaches, as the inhabitants say, every year;
and has already overspread a considerable tract
of fertile ground : the same may be observed on
the Spanish coast opposite to this spot.

Whilst engaged on the hills in shooting, we
discerned a ship of war, which gradually shaped
its course towards the Barbary coast; and
having finally come to an anchor in the bay,
commenced a salute, which was returned, after
the usual delay, by the Moorish batteries,
The day being delightful, the effect from the
distance we were at was very fine ; the contrast,
in particular, between the firing of the re-
spective sides being striking enough. On our
return, we found that it was a Dutch frigate,
which bhad landed the new consul-general, M.
Freycinet, who had been expected some time.
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the ground quite resounding with its heavy frot.
Itwas not long inmaking its appearance; and ad-
vancing to within twenty yards of me, suddenly
stopped.affording me time to fire with a tolerably
good aim at the head of the animal, which darted
into the thick cover and made its way down the
declivity. severely wounded as it was, from some
large slugs. in the head. Fortunately a small
velping dog had been in pursuit of the animal,
and after the latter had been disabled by the
wound from running with its former speed, the
little cur, unassisted by the rest of the pack,
which were in a different direction, kept close
at the boar’s heels, and never left it for an
instant; and it was owing to it alone that at
the expiration of a couple of hours, a whoop
from some of the Moors stationed on a high
rocky crag announced, to my great satisfaction,
that the animal had been secured. On reach-
ing the spot, I found it was a sow of consider-
able size, and that one of my slugs had broken
the lower jaw, while another had lodged in the
head. The difficulty now was, getting the beast
to the spot where the horses had been left ; this
was accomplished after an hour’s hard toil, in
dragging it through cover so thick that we were
obliged to crawl occasionally upon our hands
and knees.

Knowing the abhorrence that all Mussulmen
entertain of this animal, I was at first in despair
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and having killed one, leave it where it is; aec-
quainting, perhaps, afterwards some one of
the European consuls, who is glad ‘to obtain
a supply of this kind at the expense of a
dollar to his informant, by sending a Jew, who is
not so scrupulous as the Moor in removing it.

Thursday was market day, and, as usual, at-
tended by numbers of Arabs: a party of them
paid me a visit, with their camels, at the English
house, and a good deal of amusement was ex-
cited by my mounting them in company with
Mr. Price, the vice-consul of Tetuan: the mo-
tion is not quite so agreeable as that of a horse;
and as to the getting off the beast, it was almost
as dangerous as dropping from the top of a
house. The Arab, to whom they belonged, was
a tall sun-burnt fellow, and had been to Tafilet
on the borders of the great desert ; his brother,
he said, had crossed it, and been to Timbuctoo.
The usual step that a camel takes measures
about a yard and a half; when rising or kneel-
ing down the shake is so great that it is by no
means an easy thing to keep one’s seat.

In the market, a pretty young slave girl
about fourteen was following close at the feet
of the black auctioneer of the place, who, whilst
he was proceeding along the streets and the
crowded sok, was proclaiming the poor thing for
sale, along with a Moorish gun which he had
over his shoulder ; her features were good and re-
gular, and very different from the Negro cast of
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like this it would have been naturally enough
supposed, that mirth, hilarity, and laughter,
would have reigned among the assembled guests:
quite the contrary, not a smile could I observe
on the countenance of any one during the whole
of the time, and a stranger, unacquainted with
the cause of the entertainment, would as readily
have imagined that a funeral had occasioned
their meeting as a wedding. The flat roof of
the terrace was crowded with women, muffled
up in their hayks, who peeped down upon the
company below through the openings of the
covering. After tea was concluded, the music
again commenced, and I left the assembled
party at a late hour; and without any appear-
ance of their breaking up.

I had now been for some time in daily ex-
pectation of a messenger from Fez, with the
sultan’s answer, when one morning two officers
of his body-guard arrived at Tangier, and pro-
ceeded to the Alcassaba: the intelligence of
their coming was quickly spread, and created
a good deal of speculation as to the motives
that had brought these great men, one of whom
was the sultan’s own gun-bearer, to Tangier. It
was soon known that the wishes of the English
government, with regard to the residence of a
vice-consul at Tetuan, had been with much dif-
ficulty at length complied with, and that a guard
had been sent for the express purpose of con-
ducting Mr. Price, the vice-consul, who had
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who wishes to come here, and choose several
things : our beloved the kaid Mohammed Omay-
mon * has also written on the same subject to
our master (whom God protect), and whom our
master has answered as well as your letter:
peace, &c.”

Benzelul, to whom the letter of recommenda-
tion I had brought was addressed, was but re-
cently chief minister to the sultan, which post
he has now retired from, though still possessing
the confidence and esteem of his master. He is
reputed to be one of the richest Moors in the
empire, possessing considerable property at
Timbuctoo, the trade with which and Fez, in
gold and other commodities, has led to his
prescut wealth: this it is said he finds great
ditfculty, with all his art and cunning, in keep-
ing out of the reach of the paws of the higher
poners

Beuzelul, whoe I was informed has a brother

® The tashaw of Tangier.

T It was to this hrether that Benszelul was to have written
on behalf of the lamented and determined traveller Belzoni,
when abuout to set off from Fexz to Timbuctoo: the reason why
he was so suddenly stopped. at a time when he had been at the
troulile and expense of completing his preparations for this ha~
sandous journey. was, according to the information given me by
his attendunt and interpreter, who accompanied me in my sub-
scquent tour, in consequence of the caravan from Tafilet having
heen plundered and the people murdered, the news of which
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the Moors, however, has been so greatly excited
and confirmed, and not without grounds, by
circumstances that have occurred within a few
years back, that their suspicion of Europeans
cannot reasonably be wondered at, when the
character of the people is considered.

Ali Bey, as he styled himself, was a Spaniard
who, induced, as it is believed, solely by mo-
tives of scientific observation, visited Barbary,
being assisted in his plans, though privately,
by an European government: well qualified to
attempt so dangerous an undertaking, he landed
at Tangier a perfect Mussulman except at .
heart, and provided with a plausible tale and
an assumed name, his oriental manners and ap-
pearance deceived even the lynx-eyed Moors.
His princely appearance, dignified manners,
attainments, and seeming wealth and liberality,
in the absence of the least suspicion, quite won
the hearts of all, and he was every where re-
ceived with the greatest distinction and respect.
Arrived at court, he became so great a favourite
with the sultan, Muley Soliman, that he not only
allowed him the use of the umbrella, a privilege
confined to royalty itself, but presented him with
two of his own females for wives: he likewise
settled upon him a palace and estate in the city
of Morocco, in which our bold adventurer resided
some time, his company being courted both there
and at Fez by the great and powerful, as well
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suspicion of his motives, and a fear lest the ob-
ject of his expedition should be to open to the
power, by whom he was principally sent, a com-
mercial intercourse with the interior of Africa,
were, it is supposed, the reasons that occasioned
private information being conveyed to the sul-
tan to be on his guard against him, which
intimation alone was quite sufficient. It does
not seem probable that the Moors, up to the
very period of his embarking, could have had
the least suspicion that he was a Christian, or
he would never have been suffered to have de-
parted with his life after what had occurred,
much less to have pursued his journey unmo-
lested and unsuspected to Mecca: having arrived
there, he actually entered the shrine of the pro-
phet, and performed, in company with thousands
of Mussulmen assembled from all parts of Africa
and the east, the mysterious ceremonies attendant
upon the pilgrimage, which no other Christian
probably, except Burckhardt, ever witnessed.
Whatever might have been the case at the
time, the Moors are now well acquainted with
the deception practised on them by Ali Bey;
and when they heard that he had been at Mecca,
and that a Christian had polluted the sanctuary
of their holy prophet with his presence, their
rage knew no bounds; and had he ventured a
second time to visit Morocco he would, without
doubt, have been instantly sacrificed to their
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can be entertained of any European nation ever
succeeding through the means which have been
hitherto employed in promoting a commercial
intercourse and consequent civilization among
those nations of the interior who are under
Mussulman influence.

The events which have recently occurred in
Barbary, the subjugation of Algiers and the oc-
cupation of the country by the French, will
probably have a powerful effect upon the de-
stinies of Africa; and already a ray of light,
which is likely to shine more strongly, seems to
be cast upon this part of the world, so long
veiled in darkness and barbarism. Algiers, once
a French colony, and which the present aspect
of affairs would seem to indicate as not unlikely
to be the case, self-interest would point out to
the other European powers the rest of Barbary
as too valuable to be allowed to fall under the
. same hands, which would eventually happen
should Algiers remain permanently under the
French. With regard to Morocco, there is little
doubt that the colonization of this fine and
healthy territory would be no inconsiderable
relief to our own country in her present state of
embarrassment, while to Ireland alone the pos-
session of Morocco, as a comparatively easy
means of giving food and employment to her
superfluous multitudes of naked and starving
wretches, would be invaluable.
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the interior, in the direction of Fez, and to re-
turn by way of Larache, on the western coast,
which, after considerable difficulty, was granted.
Having so far succeeded, Iresolved to loseno time
in setting out, both on account of the lateness
of the season, and also of the critical state of
affairs at the present moment, from the accounts
that had just been received of the destruction of
the Egyptian fleet at Navarino. Fortunately
for my present plans, the news was of so astound-
ing a nature that the few who were in possession
of it did not believe it, and the usual arrogance
of the people in imagining themselves so far
superior to the Christians, did not make them
more inclined to credit the intelligence. By
setting out forthwith, I was in hopes that the
tidings of this blow, so fatal to Mahometan
pride and power, would not have had time to
spread generally among the Moors, and that I
should avoid any unpleasant consequences that
might otherwise happen to a Christian at this
period. It certainly was not the most favour-
able time for travelling, as, in addition to the
above accounts, a firman from the Grand Porte
had been read in all the mosques, cautioning
every Mussulman to be on his guard at this
particular juncture against the Christians, who
meditated, it was affirmed, the destruction of
the Mahometan power.

In the course of the inquiries I had been in
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undertake to deviate from the route and carry
me to Beni Goffert. So far, so good; and I
accordingly prepared for my expedition, for
which, as it was likely to occupy a longer time
than my former one, I found five mules were
necessary for myself, tents, baggage, provisions,
presents, &c. which I accordingly hired at a
certain sum per day for each mule. As my at-
tendants would be too numerous to find room
in my own tent, I set a Jew tailor to work, who
with some coarse carpeting was not long in pre-
paring a small low kind of tent sufficiently
large to shelter the party at night.

When we were ready to start, the mules
loaded, and my guard mounted, I thought it as
well to question the latter more closely before
we left Tangier as to the bashaw’s directions
concerning our route; for, from what I already
knew of him, I by no means trusted to his pro-
mises. I now found I was right in my conjec-
ture, and that the alkaid had strict orders not
to proceed to Alcassar. The hearing of this
was a delay to our setting out, as I was obliged
to send up Mr. Abenseur, the interpreter to the
English consulate, to remonstrate with him on
his breach of promise, though to little purpose;
the reason that he alleged being, that he was
at variance with the bashaw of the district in
which Alcassar was situated, and that it would
not be safe to enter the town :—all that I could
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obtain of him was a promise that I should pass
near it; and with this I was obliged to be con-
tented.

Indeed, from the unlucky state of affairs,
and the reports that had been spread abroad
concerning me, instead of getting permission
to travel into the interior, I had been daily ex-
pecting an intimation from the bashaw that my
longer stay in Morocco would be dispensed
with.
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Moorish Law, and Ingratitude of a Trader of Tetuan.

Moonsh justice, it may be well imagined by those
at all acquainted with the character of the people, is
not of the most even-handed nature, of which the
following may serve as an illustration.

A Genoese came lately to Tetuan for the purpose
of looking after a Moorish merchant who owed him
twelve hundred dollars. The debt had been contracted
four years ago at Gibraltar by the Christian, who
was a merchant, having intrusted the Moor with
goods to this amount : the former had also not only
treated him hospitably at his house at Gibraltar, but
supplied him with medicine and attended to him most
kindly when he was attacked by illness: we shall now
see how he was repaid. When the Genoese arrived
at Tetuan, accompanied by another Christian, he was
not long before he met with his friend the Moor, who
frankly acknowledged the debt, but stated that he
could not possibly discharge it without being obliged
to sell some gardens that belonged to him, and which
of course he was both unwilling to do and had indeed
no intention of doing. The poor Genoese merchant,
who was really distressed for the money, would gladly
have given the Moor a receipt in full could he have
recovered only half of what was owing to him. Seeing
at length, however, that all his endeavours to recover
the debt were fruitless, he laid his complaint before
the governor, who, having brought in the judge,
summoned the parties to appear before him. The
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An Incident which happened to a Gibraltar Merchant.

An eminent merchant of Gibraltar, who was very
fond of sporting, came over once to Tetuan upon a
shooting-expedition. One day, after he had been
pursuing his usual sport, he came to Marteen, and
having taken some refreshment rested himself after
his fatigues. All Christians when in Barbary are
obliged to be accompanied by a soldier as a guard
and protector, and who is answerable for their
safety : without this precaution a Christian would
run great risk of being murdered by the country
people. While the Gibraltar gentleman was resting
himself, the soldier who had accompanied him
had retired to a shady spot beneath a tree, and
fell asleep, concealed from sight. By and by a
large bird perched upon the very tree, and near the
spot where the Moorish soldier was taking his siesta ;
and the sportsman being upon the alert, and observing
the game, immediately fired, and unluckily shot the
Moor in the knee. The latter was carried to his
house, and the Christian merchant to the governor,
who transmitted him, as a kind of prisoner, to the
English agent of the place, with strict orders that he
was not to be allowed on any account to leave the
country until it was ascertained that the man would
recover the effects of the accident. It fortunately
happened that an English medical officer from
Gibraltar was at Tetuan at the time, attending the
governor himself, who had sent for his assistance, being
indisposed; this gentleman, by his remedies, soon
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the sultan ; or that, indeed, it was needful to write at
all. The merchant was accordingly permitted to sail for
Gibraltar, not a little overjoyed at getting out of the
scrape as he had done, at the expense of his pocket,
the affair from first to last having cost him a very
considerable sum, principally on account of the eager-
ness he displayed to get away, from the nature of his
mercantile concerns at Gibraltar, which required his
presence. Thus in proportion as his anxiety mani-
fested itself, so did the rapacity of the Moors; and
the English medical officer actually detected these
wretches in an attempt to prevent the patient’s wound
from healing, in order that there might be a better
pretext for increasing their demands, and draining his
pocket as clean as possible.

Notwithstanding the shamgful imposition practised,
the English merchant, with the liberality and good-
ness of heart which has always distinguished him,
was in the habit frequently of sending the soldier
presents from Gibraltar, until he fell a victim, not
to the wound received from the hands of the Christian,
but to the plague.

Slaves.

Should any issue result from the connexion of a
Moor with his female slave, the child becomes free on
its birth, and is considered in every respect the same
as if born in wedlock : it also comes in for an equal
share of the father’s property, the same as any child
the parent might have, either before or after, by his
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T'reatment of the Jews by the Moors.

The Barbary Jews are, in every sense of. the word,
complete slaves to the Moors. They are obliged to
wear a particular costume to distinguish them from
the Mahometans, and can on no account wear a red
cap or yellow slippers, the same as the Moors. If they
should be bold enough to do so, a very severe punish-
ment would be the consequence. Neither are they
permitted to adopt the European costume without
especial leave from the sultan himself, which is
sometimes granted as a matter of very great favour. -
The Jews wear a black skull-cap on their head,
and black slippers: the latter they are compelled to
take off when they come within ten yards of a mosque

. or sanctuary, and to proceed barefooted by it. No ex-
ception is made to this regulation, whatever may be
the wealth and consequence of the individual, or the
state of the weather and streets. The Jews through-
out the country are held in the greatest contempt by
all classes of the Mahometans. The Moorish boys,
who are usually extremely insolent, even to Christians,
treat the unfortunate Israelites with the greatest
effrontery and wanton cruelty, sensible as they are
that they will not be punished, and being encouraged
in this behaviour by their parents. I have, on more
than one occasion, seen a Moorish boy about ten years
of age step up to a Jew in the street, and, having
stopped him, kick, and slap him in the face, without his
venturing to lift up a hand and defend himself. Should
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Moorish Superstition and Jewish Credulity.

- The following instance of superstition occurred not
long since at Tetuan :—a Jewish woman being afflicted
by a violent swelling behind her ear imagined that it
was caused by the agency of the devil, whom some
one persuaded her she had offended unconsciously
by having thrown one night into the yard some hot
ashes and water, which is considered by these
poor weak people as a most marked affront to his
satanic majesty. In order, therefore, to appease his
devilship, and relieve herself at the same time from
the pain she was suffering, which was occasioned
by a severe cold, she, assisted by her friends, pro-
ceeded, in the first instance, to boil a quantity of
kouskousu, which they threw, at the same hour
of night as when the offence had been given, and in
the same part where the ashes had been thrown, leaving
it to remain until morning. The swelling and pain, how-
ever, still continued ; and imagining that the gentleman

in black was determined not to be bribed so cheaply,
she sent for a Moorish conjuror from Sus, who had a
high reputation for his magical skill. The man upon
his arrival immediately proceeded to work, setting him-
self down, and making all the necessary inquiries—how
she had been so unfortunate as to offend the worthy gen-
tleman below, or, as the Moors style him and the rest of
his family,  the people beneath;” asking her, at the
same time, whether she had been vexed from any cause,
and had thrown downany thing on the floor with violence,
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Notwithstanding all his skill, his patient, as may
be imagined, did not experience the relief she had so
sanguinely anticipated ; and seeing this to be the case,
she called in further advice in the person of a Moorish
woman, who, upon seeing her, pulled out a book, in
which after reading for some time with great at-
tention, she informed her new patient that the volume
had discovered to her that she had certainly offended
¢ the underneath people,” and that, in order to appease
their anger, it was necessary that a second dish of the
finest kouskousu should be prepared with the greatest
care, and thrown, not only about the yard, but about
every part of the house, even to the street-door. The
patient was enjoined, while she scattered the dish, to
exclaim, ¢ Thisis what your friend presents you with,
so pray be quiet, good people, and forgive me if I
bave offended you.” This ceremony was to be re-
peated for three successive nights, and if the desired
effect was not produced, the house was to be sprinkled
over with sweet oil at night, pardon being asked as
before.  Should this be of no avail, she was com-
manded to get all her friends and relations to spit into
a glass—men, women, and children, which friendly
contribution she was enjoined to drink off in a cup
of coffee. All these different prescriptions were im-
plicitly followed by the poor credulous woman to no
purpose. The second doctor had already, like the
first, fleeced her out of a pretty good sum of money
in the shape of fees, when a European Jew coming
to reside in the same house, and hearing an account
of the transaction, could not avoid pitying the poor
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insulted him as he was one day returhing from shoot-
ing. In the course of the scuffle, which originated in
Mr. L’s dog attacking a donkey belonging to the
party, the merchant accidentally knocked out two
teeth from an old woman, who happened, as old
women generally are, to be in the way. Complaint
was immediately made to the governor of Mogadore,
who was obliged to take the Christian gentleman
into custody to protect him from the anger of the
mob, who would have revenged the loss of the old
lady’s mumblers in a very summary way. The un-
lucky sportsman was eventually sent to the sultan,
Sidi Mohamed, who was then on the throne of
Morocco, a prince unusually mild for a sovereign
of Morocco—and deservedly popular among his sub-
jects, although not very friendly towards the English.
Such is the strictness with which the law .on this head
is observed, that he was sentenced to have two of his
teeth taken out, which was accordingly carried
into execution. As a mark of especial favour, however,
he was allowed to choose which two teeth he would
have condemned in preference to the rest; and as it
rarely happens that a person possesses so good a set
as not to be able to spare one or two without other in-
convenience than the act itself, our merchant, after all,
was probably no great loser, although the operation
was doubtless not performed with quite as much skill
and dexterity as if it had been done by Mr. Cart-
wright, or any other of our skilful dentists.
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scended in a direct line from Mahomet, the sultan,
who is the head of the scheerifs, being descended from
the elder branch. On this account they esteem them-
selves much higher than the Grand Sultan of Turkey,
who, according to them, is only descended from Omar,
one of Mahomet’s generals. Whether this be true or
not I cannot say, but at this moment I have a person
in my service as a kind of porter, bringing home the
different supplies for my house from the market,
who boasts of being a scheerif, which in reality
heis. He is styled Muley Zedan, and is descended
from that branch of the scheerifs which has been long
settled at Tafilet, on the borders of the desert. ‘This
man, whose mother was a negro, and is himself a
black, had formerly some property at Tangier in
houses, but which his circumstances obliged him to
sell; and he is now, like many others of the same rank
as himself, so much reduced, that the governor has
given him an insignificant sort of post, and he now
fulfils the office uf assistant gate-keeper of the Jews’
town, employing himself besides in my service. I
have been informed that the sultan is well aware of
the degraded condition of his royal connexion. Poor
relations are, however, not more attended to in Mo-
rocco than in Europe; and it is probable that this
person will never rise higher than he now is. His
father’s name was Muley Boferis. Muley signifies
in Moorish a prince of the blood.
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being none of his immediate race to succeed to the
throne, a wealthy individual named Ben Meshall
(who, although be called himself a Moor, was actually
discovered to be a Jew) contrived, by means of his
riches, to acquire such influence, particularly at Taza,
where he lived, that he had nearly assumed the su-
preme command. Affairs were in this state of con-
fusion and anarchy when Erechid, the founder of the
present line, was induced to come forward and claim
his right to the throne in virtue of his descent from
Mahomet. This he did; and although he was un-
assisted by troops, he contrived to make his way into
the palace of Ben Meshall at Taza, and killed the
pretender to the throne with his own hands. The
people then being informed who he was, and the im-
position that Ben Meshall had practised on them in
asserting that he was a Moor being made known to
them, Erechid was immediately proclaimed reigning
sultan. This prince died in consequence of an acci-
dent which befel him from his horse taking fright
and running away with him among some trees, by
which his head came in contact with a branch with
such violence that his death ensued from the blow.
He was succeeded by his brother, Muley Ismail, whose
reign was a very lengthened one.

The first treaty with England was entered into with
this sultanin 1713 by Commodore Steward, who arrived
at Tetuan in a ship of war, and being well received by
the governor, proceeded on an embassy to Fez for the
purpose of redecming English captives, who had been
taken prisoners by the Sallee rovers. These celebrated
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the greatest tyrant that evet ruled-in Morocco, fre-
quently slaughtering his people out of mere sport, and
committinig- the greatest barbarities for the slightest
cause of offence. Whilst building the walls of
Mequinez, he would, for the least fault, order some
of the Christian slaves who were employed. in con-
structing them:to be pounded down into the wall.
He frequently killed his minister or best friend ; and
no one afterwards, for his life, dared to mention the
subject to him. The tyrant was very successful in
war against the Spaniards and Portuguese, and Rabat
was taken by him from the Christians. He was up-
wards of eighty years of age when he died, and was
buried at Mequinez. After him his son, Muley Ab-
dallah, succeeded to the throne, and reigned forty
years. He was almost as tyrannical as his father. He
was greatly addicted to drinking, and when under the
influence of wine or spirits, which he drank to excess,
although contrary to the Mahometan law, he com-
mitted the greatest enormities, and thought little of
putting people to death with his own hand. He re-
sided in:a castle near Fez, where he was buried, and
which is at this day a sanctuary. Muley Abdallah was
blind for some years preceding his death.

Sidi Mahomed, his son, succeeded him on the throne
of Morocco, and was: the greatest of this line of sultans.
He was, however, no friend to the English. It was this
sultan who offered a gross insult to the English consul
by ordering his black guards to spit in his face. This was
not exactly performed, in consequence of his absence,
but the whole of the guards are said to have spit against
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sence; which was accordingly done. Mr. M, I
have been told, was considered as remarkably plain-
looking. In consequence of Sidi Mohamed taking
the part of the Spaniards on all occasions, to the pre-
judice of the British interests, our relations with Mo-
rocco were not on the best footing, and Mr. Matra
had to encounter the frequent effects of the sultan’s
anger when thwarted in his views of policy by the
British representative.

The above circumstances occurred during the war
with Spain in 1780, and at the time Gibraltar was
besieged. The sultan having been highly bribed by the
Spaniards to allow the communication between the
garrison and the Barbary coast to be entirely cut off,
Gibraltar, which had up to this period depended
entirely upon Morocco for her fresh supplies, was
in consequence reduced to the greatest straits, and
provisions were so scarce that little short of a famine
ensued until supplies were forwarded from England.
It was during the reign of Sidi Mohamed that the
whole of the Christian consuls were compelled to leave
Tetuan and establish the different consulates at Tan-
gier and elsewhere ; this was occasioned, as I have been
informed, by one of them having fallen in love with a
beautiful Moorish female whom he had seen on the
terraces of the houses, and who, it is said, was shot by
him from feelings of disappointed love and revenge.
There are, however, several versions of the story, some
maintaining that her death was accidental : what is the
right one I cannot pretend to say. Whatever the affair
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Sidi Mohamed died 11th April, 1790, on his road
from Morocco to Fez. His death, from prudent mo-
tives, was concealed by his minister, by whom he was
attended in his litter as if alive, the sultan’s women not
being informed of it uantil reaching Rabat. This was
on account of the wild Arabs, who, had they known of
the circumstance, would have plundered every thing
they could have laid their hands on, as all law ceases
until a successor is appointed. He was buried at
Rabat, in a sanctuary on the outside of the walls.
Sidi Mohamed was undoubtedly a great prince, and:
deservedly esteemed by his subjects, by whom his
memory at the present day is held in the greatest
veneration and respect. He appears to have been
far more humane than his predecessors; which indeed
he might well have been. His turn of mind was at
the same time naturally mild, and his character was
thus favourably contrasted with the horrible tyrants
who preceded him on the throne. He was on terms of
great friendship with the Spaniards; and it is said
that he and Charles III. of Spain used to style each
other brothers in their letters, which is a curious cir-
cumstance, when the animosity of the Moors towards
the Christians is considered, and in particular the
Spaniards, who are hated by the former mare than
any other Christians, from the recollections of ancient
hostility in Spain between them. Sidi Mohamed, just
before hisdeath, had ordered the British consul to leave
Morocco ; but while he either was about leaving, or
had actually taken his departure, the former died.
It was in consequence of the large presents made to
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who in this instance narrowly escaped death ; for the
sultan, who was om his road to Tangier, would cer-
tainly have bebeaded him, had he not contrived to
effect his escape.  The consul was however aware of
his danger, and had sent for a frigate from Spain to
carry him away. The vessel fortunately arrived at
Tangier when Muley Yazid was as near as Larache.
On its anchoring in the bay, the consul adroitly per-
suaded the bashaw that she was come with presents for
the saltan ; and, to remove all appearance of doubt or
suspicion, several heavy trunks and packages were
landed. The Moors were deceived by this blind, and
had no doubt as to the truth of the consul's assertions.
In the mean time the latter conveyed privately on board
the whole of his plate and valuables, and then telling
the bashaw a plausible story that he was obliged to see
the captain on business, he was allowed to proceed on
board. As soon as he was safe, however, the frigate
hoisted her anchor and set sail with the consul, to the no
small surprise of the Moors and the dismay of the poor
bashaw, who knew full well that he should have to
pay the penalty, on the arrival of the sultan, for suf-
fering himself to be outwitted and allowing the consul
to make his escape. This was the case; for Muley
Yazid arriving a day or two afterwards at Tangier,
and finding that his prey had just escaped him, he or-
dered, in his wrath, the heads of the bashaw, Abdel-
maleck, and the Jewish interpreter to the consul, to be
taken off and suspended to the balcony of the Spanish
house, which bloody decree was put in execution.






opposad by Muley Soliman, was obliged to give up
the contest, and seeking his safety in flight, retired to
the Levant. He is still Living at Tunis, being of a
very advamced age Muley Soliman, who was now
left in possession of the throne, was a son of the old
sultan, Sidi Mohamed, and a white woman who always
ressded at Fex, and was half brother to Muley Yazid.
The chief thing that insured him the throme, in
opposition to Muley Hasem, whoee claims on account
of his birth were certainly superior, was the circum-
people of Fez, but the whole of the soldiery consti-
tuting the regular troops of the empire. These are
called the ¢ Udava,” estimated at 12,000 men, all
cavalry, 6000 white, and the remainder black troops. -
In addition to the opposition made by Muley Hasem,
Muley Soliman, who was living quietly at- Tafilet
when he was suddenly proclaimed, had to contend
against the claims of the deceased sultan’s own sons,
Muley Ibrahim and Muley Saxd, to the vacant throne,
and who were undoubtedly the right heirs to the
throve. The former was actually proclsimed at Fez,
Tangier, and Tetuan; and being popular, it was
thought that he would have succeeded in establishing
himself an the throne, if he bad not died shortly after-
wards at Tetuan of a dropsy, and was buried in the
garden of the palace. On his death, Muley Said, his
brother, was proclaimed at old Fez and Tetuan; but
being unpopular, was unable to make sufficient head
against the opposing party of Muley Soliman, and
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Muley Soliman had six sons, viz. Muley Taib, a
mulatto, Muley Ali, Muley Hassan, Muley Omar,
Muley Absolam, and Muley Mahomed. The first
of these was at the head of a considerable force, and
on ‘one occasion falling in with a detachment of troops
amounting to about 360 men, who were on their way
from Tafilet to assist Muley Said, who was shut up
in Old Fez, he captured 300 of them, and immediately
ordered their heads to be cut off. Sixty-eight of
these he caused to be hung up opposite to old
Fez, saying at the same time, that as his father was
opposed and disobeyed in consequence of his mild and
forgiving temper, he would see what effect a different
treatment would produce. The town of Old Fez sur-
rendered on the 15th of April, 1822, and Muley Said
having been delivered up to the sultan, was imme-.
diately pardoned by him, although he had been
for fourtcen months in open rebellion against his
authority.  Of the other five sons, who were all
grown up, Muley Ali commanded at New Fez, Muley
Hassan at Mequinez, where the treasury is, and the
other three had minor commands in the armies.

Muley Soliman had been seated quietly on thethrone
for some years when his tranquillity began to be in-
terrupted by the Brebers. These savage tribes are
scattered throughout the entire extent of the chain of
the great Atlas mountains, of which they are supposed
to be the aboriginal inhabitants, and to have occupied
the whole of Barbary before the arrival of the Sara-
cenic Arabs from the East. On the appearance of
these warlike people, the Brebers were obliged to re-
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his power to have enriched the country greatly, from
the favourable opportunity afforded during the late
war. The reason Muley Soliman prohibited these
different articles of commerce from being carried out
of the country is said to have been both an idea that a
freeand unrestrained intercourse with Christians would
have been attended with prejudicial consequences to
the religion and morals of his people, and also that in
case of unlimited exportation, fears might have been
eatertained of a scarcity in consequence. However mis-
taken his policy might have been, and which is still
kept up by his successor, the whole tenor of his con-
duct, during his very lengthened reign, evinced that
he was a good man, and that he was actuated by a
parental care for his subjects : and although his power
was as unlimited as that of his great predecessor,
Sidi Mohamed, few instances, if any, are recorded of
any cruel or arbitrary acts committed by him. He
left behind him several sons, in whom, however, he
had vo cunfidence, and who proved constant “sources
of uncasiness and domestic affliction.  Being sensible
how unfit they were all to succeed him on the throne,
the succession by his will devolved to his nephew,
Muley Abderrahman Ben Hisham, the son of Muley
Hisham, who disputed the throne on the death of
Sidi Mohamed, and was obliged to fly. This prince
is now on the throne of Morocco.

April 4th. At night the Jewish ceremonies com-
menced, to commemorate the deliverance of the Is-
raclites from their captivity in Egypt, and I went to the
house of one of the priucipal Jews for the purpose of






ghunes altogether, and which quantity every Jew is
obiiged to drimk thet might: after the last glass is
fimnbed, 20 ome cam eat or drink any thing more until
the next morsimg. Duwring the above, the master of
peny, leaming on kis right arm.

While this ceremony, which is called thePasqlh,
costinaes, there is a gemeral feasting; bread, or any
thing contsmwmng leaven, as porter, &c., must be re-
moved : even wafers camnot be kept in the bouse at
this period. Numbers of articles of this kind were
now seat me as presents: every dish and utensil must
akso be mew at the time of this feast: this ceremony of
the Pasqua is practised, I believe, by the Jews in all
countries.

April 6th.  This was the last day of the Pasqua,
and in the evening I repaired to the house of the
principal Jewish merchant in the town, Isaac Ben-
zeatreat, to withess the conclusion of the ceremonies,
and which latter part is pecubar, I was told, to
Barbary. On my entrance, I was conducted by the
master of the house to the principal room, and seated
beside him. The apartment was highly illuminated
by about twenty lamps, suspended by handsome brass
chains from the ceiling: there being likewise silver
candlesticks with wax candles. Over the lamps were
placed ears of new wheat, which at this season was of
course quite green ; in the middle of the room a large
table was laid out, covered with silk, and containing
the following things, nawely, a handsome glass vessel
filled with milk, china dishes containing salad, fish,
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prince of the believers, the Sultan of Maraksh,
(Morocco), Fass (Fess), Mecknassa, Sussa, Ad-
watien and Seilamnassa, and what ‘thereunto belongs
of other kingdoms in the Gharb.

To our intimate friend, the keeper of the compacts
and the follower of the wise and sound steps of his
predecessor, King George the Fourth, Ruler of the
united Kingdoms of Britannia and Irlanda, and what
thereunto belongs of other kingdoms in India and
Soond.

Hence, after praising God who supports those that
give sincere proofs of their amity, and irstructs them
how to proceed through the path of rectitude, and
has exalted truth above all virtues, and caused its
symptoms to be permanent of friendship between
friends ; praised be he who has made our pens to
depict our mind and ideas, and endowed us with the
power of comprehension and understanding. We have
received your letter, which of the sincerity of your
friendship to us is a manifestation, and of your desire
to preserve the existing compact between us, it is an
illustration, nay, it is a bouquet,whose sections bespeak
wisdom and eloquence, and whose roots and branches
indicate faith and confidence.

Different Treatics concluded between England and
Morocco.

First treaty, 1721, was concluded by Commodore
Stewart and Muley Ishmael, son of Muley Ali
Scheenif.
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to the lower ones, from six to eight dollars per month,
to one or two. This a good deal depends upon the
interest each may have with the sultan, who fixes the
salaries at his pleasure. The criers at the top of the
mosque, who announce the different hours of prayer
to the people, are paid about four dollars a month :
the income of the mosque is under the charge of a
collector, who takes pretty good care to appropriate
a plentiful tithe of the produce to himself.

Moorish Families at Tangier.

The principal Moorish families now resident at
Tangier are the descendants of the great Bashaw,
Hamed Ben Ali, who in the time of Muley Ab-
dallah had the command of Tangier, Tetuan, and
" was, indeed, governor of the whole of this part of the
country : they are now, generally speaking, in greatly
reduced circumstances.

Rent of Houses at Tetuan.

The best houses in the Moorish town can be ob-
tained, I am told, at the rate of from one to two dollars .
per month ; in the Jew town, however, it is far higher,
seven, eight, and nine dollars per month. For half of
a house I pay six dollars per month: being a consul,
however, as well as a Christian, I am considered on
these accounts a fair mark for plunder, and with all
my endeavours, and although many of the principal
Jews have assured me (credat Judaus) that they
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forming always part of the sultan’s camp equipage),
and, dressing her up as handsomely as possible, send
her off to the negro monarch. His majesty was to
be informed that such great preparations for war were
needless, as the King of Morocco had come, not with
the least intention of invading his country, but of
courting his friendship; and that in order to cement
it the more firmly, he bad actually brought with him
one of his own daughters, whose fair hand he designed
for his sable majesty. The lady was accordingly
despatched in a handsome litter, decked out in all her
best, to the negro king, accompanied by splendid
presents.  On the arrival of this friendly message, the
princess, and the gifts, the poor man, taking it all
for gospel, was both delighted and astonished at the
honour intended bim; and returned, on bhis part, a
splendid present of gold and black slaves for the use
of the sultan. It may be easily imagined that the
latter was not a little rejoiced at the success of his
artifice, and made the best of his way back to Morocco,
determining, after the escape he had had, never to
think of invading Negro-land again.



NOTES. 371

EXTRACTS RELATING TO MOROCCO, FROM AN OLD
SPANISH WORK BY LDON JOSEPH SAGARRA.

Tetuan.

This town is poorly fortified. Itison the river Cuz,
and famous for being a place of rendezvous for the
Moorish and Algerine corsairs against the Christian
vessels.

Ceuta.

Ceuta by the Romans was called Septa, from
seven mountains near it. ‘This is said to have been -
built by the Romans, and to be the most ancient in
all Barbary. Ancient tradition relates, indeed, that it
was first founded by a son of Noah 230 years after the
flood. It appears to have been the capital of the
Roman colonies in Africa, and possessed in former
times an excellent port. )

Tangier or Tengis.

Tangier was in ancient times a place of great im-
portance, being called Tingitana, and the capital of
the Roman province of Mauritania Tingitana. Ac-
cording to some, it was built by the Romans; the
tradition of the people states it to have been founded
by a great prince that was master of all Europe and

Africa, and some provinces in Asia.
BB2
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Arzilla.

Arzilla was founded, according to some, by the old
Africans—the country people say by the Romans:
it used formerly to be well fortified. It was given up
to Spain by Muley ben Hassar in 1610, and taken by
Muley Ismael in 1689. The castle is strong.

Larache.

Larache was founded by the Africans, and is in the
province of Azgar. Tradition says that this town
was the capital of the kingdom of Anthes, who fought
with Hercules, and who was confined in the celebrated
gardens of the Hesperides.

Salee.

Salee also is in the same province, and founded, as it
is said, by the Romans. It contains many fine houses
and buildings, and enjoys considerable trade. There
is a strong fort on the river Luccos.

Mequines.

Mequinez was founded by the old Arabian kings,
and is at times the seat of government. The streets
are wide, and there is a strong castle. Muley Ismael
built here a palace. Mequinez is half a day’s journey
from Fez.
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strong, and there is a great trade with Europe in wax,
indigo, and gums. Maramar is near the above towns.
Some distance from this are temples erected to the old
heathen gods. Almadena is surrounded with walls and
towers and beautiful gardens. In1521 it was abandoned
by the inhabitants in consequence of a famine. Tut
is the most ancient city of all, being said to have been
founded by Tut, the grandson of Noah, who settled
here. The city was depopulated by Mulee Nacer,
brother of Mahomed Oataz, King of Fez, who sent
all its inhabitants to people a deserted place three
leagues from this town.

Mazagan was founded by the Portugueze, and
strongly fortified against the Moors, who at last took
the town,

Province of Hea.

Tednest, in the province of Hea, is well inhabited,
and contains 3000 houses, but has no house of en-
tertainment or baths for strangers. This town was
founded by the ancient Africans.

Province of Sus.

Tagaost is the principal town in the province of
Sus, and was founded by the people of the country.
It contains 8000 inhabitants, and is encompassed with
an ancient wall. Tedsi contains 5000 inhabitants,
and Tesent 4000. The city of Messa, also in this
province, is considered very ancient. Itis surrounded
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terraces of the houses at Mogador, their tops covered
with snow. This city, which is very large, and ca-
puble of containing 10,000 inhabitants, is surrounded
by strong and high walls, to which are twenty-four
gates : two of these are said to have been brought from
Seville. -

Provinces not known.

To the north-east of the province of Morocco are
provinces which are little known, with towns without
walls or towers, as Almedina, Elemedin, and Bizu,
founded by the ancient Africans.

Province of Tedla.

To the east is the province of Tedla, whose capital
is surrounded with good walls and towers, on the top
of a mountain called Dedoro near the Atlas.

Province of Curt.

Near Mount Atlas is the province of Curt (now part
of El Garb). It is more fruitful than the rest, having
many towns and villages, some of which are surrounded
with walls. The capital is Tezar, containing 5000
houses, surrounded with walls and towers. In this
province was situated formerly the city of Ainel-
ginum, the fountain of the idols, where a magnificent
temple stood in ancient times. In this, at certain
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Jewish Population.
In the kingdom of Fez alone the Jewish population
was formerly estimated at 80,000: what it may
amount to at the present day I cannot say.

April 11. This, being the twenty-seventh day
of the fast of Rhamadan, is a great day among the
Moors. The women go out and visit the different
saint houses, where music is performed in honour of
the dead. These sanctuaries are likewise visited by
the men, and the whole night is spent in prayer at
the mosques. The 16th of this month was the first
day after the conclusion of Rhamadan, which ends the
instant the new moon is descried, and was observed
with great solemnity by the people. Circumcision
is performed on this occasion ; and the governor, fol-
lowed by about 100 horsemen, and accompanied by
all the male children, repaired outside the walls of the
town to a sanctuary, where the ceremony of circum-
cision was performed. ‘An immense concourse of
people attended ; and the mats from the different
mosques being spread on the grass, the governor and
all present performed their devotions ; after which the
kadi, or chief judge, read a part of the Koran in which
the commandments of the prophet were laid down,
forbidding theft, the drinking of wine, adultery, and
enjoining duty to parents; and afterwards a prayer
was offered up for the sultan, and he told the people
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morning, and four hours’ aail brought me to it. The
following day I was shown the different works and
fortifications, the ditch formed by the Portuguese,
which admits the sea into it, and the mines and barracks
up to the Moorish lines, the work of the Spaniards in
the sixteenth century. I visited also the cathedral,
which contains some paintings, but there are none
which deserve any particular attention. The inspection
of these different objects occupied the day. On the
succeeding one I paid a visit to the engineer depart-
ment—saw the tanks, which are very extensive, and
inspected the different forts on the land side, which
appeared to me to be very badly guarded. One of
these is called Fort Catalina. They are all very ill
provided with guns, just sufficient to keep at check
the Moors. I walked through the burial-ground of
the English when they occupied this fortress, but did
not observe any inscriptions ; mounted up also to the
signal post of Hatcha, and the barrack, which is sur-
rounded by a very high wall, and unfinished: from
thence I descended to the barracks, intended to have
beld a thousand men, commenced in 1823, but aban-
doued for want of funds to complete them. The outer
walls are finished, as is also a fine tank in the centre,
and the kitchens. The only Moorish tower now re-
maining was pointed out to me. The alameda, or
public promenade, is prettily laid out, and promises
to become a very delightful walk when the trees are a
little older. It was formed about two years ago by
the commandant of the engineers stationed at Ceuta,
Colonel Correlio.
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employ females for this purpose. To add to their dis-
trem, this triffing pittance is any thing but regularly
peid, and masy months will frequently elapse without
the Spanish soldier receiving a balfpenny, and the un-
fortumate wretches are obliged to subsist as well a5
they can on scanty half-rations then dealt out to them.
The officers are little better off than the men, so that,
on the whole, the kfe of a Spanish soldier of the line may
be easily imagined to be not the most enviable. The
governor of Ceuta (a licutenant-general) is paid at
the rate of two thousand five hundred dollars per
moath in time of peace, and during war receives, as I
was told, double that sum. A colonel's pay is one
bundred and fifty dollars per month, a captain’s fifty-
four, a lieutenant’s twenty-five, and an ensign’s sixteen.

On my retum through the Moorish quarter of the
town, which is inhabited by Moors the descendants
of those who followed the Spaniards from Oran at
the time it was taken from them, I met their chief,
Almanzor, accompanied by his sister Almanzora. Al-
manzor, who claims a royal descent—namely, from the
unfortunate Chico, the last Moorish king of Granada—
holds the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the Spanish
service, receiving also the pay attached toit: he is
also chief or commandant of the barrier, having under
him as officers a lieutenant and ensign, with a first and
second sergeant, a corporal, and six men, together
with some lads, making altogether a small Mahometan
force of twenty Moors toguud the barrier, reeeivmg
pay from the Spanish government according to the
rate before mentioned. Almanzor himself and his
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Lifled at a wurnament by the Moors. After this
catastrophe a grand entertainment was given by the
Moorish king of Granada to their father, the Prince
of Arrack ; and when the covers of the dishes were
removed, the heads of the four princes, his sons, were
exhibited to the horror-stricken eyes of their father.
S forther mformed me that these portraits had been
bromght away from Granada by her ancestors on the
fall of that city, and that they had been ever since in
the possession of her family®. My stay at Ceuta
did not exceed that of a few days; and having seen
every thing worthy of observation, I returned to
Tetuan

Yreatment of a Paticnt.

A person feeling a numboess in the joint of the
thigh sent for a Jew of the name of Joseph Harache,
in order to consult him. The doctor, who is in the habit
of practising as a kind of quack surgeon, on examining
the part affected, pronounced the symptoms to be
occasioned by a very severe cold, desiring his patient to
remain in bed until he called in the evening with the
remedies he purposed applying. The doctor at the

® The portraits of which the above account is given are now
in the possession of the anthor of these sketches, and having
been repaired and cleaned, turn out to be by Velasquez, and,
independent of the singular and curious history attached to
them, are highly interesting for their extraordinary merit,
which indeed entitles them to be ranked among the best works
of this great master.
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least relieved by the remedies that had been applied ;
be perceived also that the relatives of the man were
mot quite 30 credulous as they had been, and, in short,
the whole set of them poured out their abuse upon
the quack in cheating the sick man in such a man-
mer, he having charged two pisetas for each visit.
Upon this the doctor changed his system, beginning
to twist the patient’s leg in different directions, rub-
bing, pinching. and kneading the part with his hands,
a plan far more efficacious than the former one, for
the patient soou began to recover the use of the limb,
and finallv got quite well.

Comsiderution cf the Sultun towards the Merchants.

That the present sultan is not wanting in acts of
kindvess and consideration towards his people, at
times, may be seen from the circumstance that very
recently a2 sum of one hundred thousand dollars,
which had been owing by the Jewish and Moorish
merchants on account of duties, was transmitted to
Fex in bills payable at sight on their correspondents
in that city. The sultan, however, on receipt of them,
judging that the immediate payment might be in-
convenient to the merchants, of his own accord gave
them a period of thirty days to postpone the payment,
in order to give them time to prevent the incon-
venience which he rightly imagined might ensue.
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is situated in the province of Benedere, and no Jew
or Christian is suffered on any account to approach it.

Shocking Circumstance.

During the dreadful famine of 1825 the distress
was such that the unfortunate Arabs were driven to
the most horrible expedients to preserve life. One
day an Arab woman had succeeded in stealing a Jew
child for the purpose of devouring it, when she was
fortunately stopped at the gates of the town, and the
poor innocent, which she had concealed under her
hayck, was taken from her.

Jewish Superstition.

A superstitious ceremony is sometimes performed
on the birth of a child, and was done lately by a
considerable Jewish merchant, of the name of Pari-
ente, whose wife had been brought to bed of a boy.
The eight following nights the father and all the near
relations assembled, and the room being shut up with
care, the former read various passages from the bible
for several hours; a circle was afterwards traced with
the point of a sword over the bed in which the mother
and infant were lying. On the relations taking their
departure, the sword was laid alongside the child,
to guard him from the influence of evil spirits. Male
infants are circumcised eight days after their birth,
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severe punishment was inflicted because some enemy
of his had told the sultan that he had spoken too
freely of him at Gibraltar.

Praying for Rain.

As I was walking through the town one day, I
met several boys assembled together, who, my Moor
told me, were praying for rain. Upon my coming up
to them, the eldest told the rest to stop, upon which
the little congregation were silent, under the firm con-
viction that their prayers would be unavailing while
polluted by the presence of a Christian.

The Sultan’s Visit to Tetuan and Tangier.

When the sultan was already on his road, and
within one day’s journey of Tetuan, I received orders
to join the consular corps of Tangier, and accordingly
took my departure. On my road I passed within
half a pistolshot of the imperial encampment, and
had thus a good view of the whole scene, which to
me was both novel and striking. The troops being
drawn out before the sultan’s marquee heightened the
effecct. One officer was more conspicuous than the
rest, and as he seemed to be the chief in command,
I made inquiry of my guards, and was told it was the
sultan himself. In the situation I was, it would not
have done for me to have been observed, and I there-
fore proceceded on my road as privately as possible,
as being in Christian habit, if I had been noticed I
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value about four dollars, the former about twenty-
four ditto. Besides this, the principal merchants were
obliged to furnish two tables :—the first held four large
dishes, in one of which was six fowls, and in the other
three, mutton dressed in various ways, besides twenty
loaves of bread ;—the second table contained all kinds
of preserves and sweetmeats: both were valued at
thirty-five dollars. In addition to this, the Moors of
the second rank provided also a table for the sultan,
which cost about five dollars, being furnished with
fowls, mutton, and bread like the former. Every
Moor of the lowest class brought as his present a large
dish of kouskous, the cost of which was two dollars.
These loads of provisions being presented to the sultan,
were distributed by him to the officers and the troops,
who quickly devoured them.

After the Tetuan people had made their offerings,
the mountaineers from Benihassan, Beniusmar, and
Benimadan were received with their presents, con-
sisting of horses, cattle, sheep, barley, honey, butter,
every one according to his means, each district being
introduced separately and welcomed by the sultan,
to whom they were introduced by the governor; the
people replied by bowing their heads and exclaiming,
““ God preserve your life, Sidi;” he then told them
that he had given them a good civil man as their
governor, for which they returned him thanks. The
sheiks of the districts then presented their different
gifts, and werc thanked by the sultan adding, ¢ God
will assist you to replace it.” The Jews were lastly
introduced, their presents consisting as follows, namely,
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different European consuls and their presents, being
constantly attended by the celebrated saint from Muley
Fdris, as filthy a looking fellow as perhaps was ever
seen, having nothing to cover his nakedness but an
old blanket black with dirt and patched all over, his
greasy hair also hanging down his back and over his
forchead like candle ends. This saint accompanied
him from Tetuan, and was going to Larache, where
he would be relieved in his turn by the saint from
Muley Absalom, one of these being in constant at-
tendance upon his majesty during the time he is
travelling. On his return from inspecting the batteries
and forts, the sultan gave the numerous spectators an
unexpected specimen of his skill in horsemanship and
firing powder, for, taking his gun from the officer
called the musquet-bearer, who is always at his side,
his majesty, accompanied by two sons of the late
sultan, Muley Soliman, the bashaw of Tangier, and
two of the great alkaids, started off at full speed, and
fired his piece after the usual manner of the Moors,
which he performed in a very expert and soldier-
like manner. The following day the sultan took his
departure in a very sudden manner, and proceeded
to Arzilla, attended by the bashaw. Thus ended the
imperial visit, which had been so long talked of that
many were of opinion that it would never take place.

Revenue.

The revenue derived is by a fixed sum payable by
each province, besides a land-tax. It frequently hap-
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ceeded, in the cool of the evening, to Tetuan, I had
no sooner reached my house than I was waited upon
by the principal Jewish merchants of the place,
Parientes, Benzatreti, Soloman Levy, who welcomed
me back, and seemed greatly pleased at my return.

I now found nearly the whole of the inhabitants,
from the governor down to the lowest Moor, residing
with their families in the neighbouring gardens. The
men, whose different avocations obliged them to re-
pair to the town during the day-time, used to return
in the evening to enjoy the society of their families,
some on horseback, others on foot, loaded with pro-
visions, and scarcely a soul without a firelock on his
shoulders.

In these cool and delightful retreats they enjoy
themselves greatly during the summer heats, and I
used to observe them in my walks reposing themselves
in arbours covered with vines, or under the shade of
the orange-trees, the men by themselves, and the
females at a short distance, sometimes amusing them-
. selves with music and singing, accompanied by a kind
of guitar, upon which they play very well, and the
sound of which has a pleasing effect in the open air ;
at others, the men were to be seen enjoying their
favourite diversion of firing powder, and charging on
their fiery steeds in parties of three and four together.

The Moors of Tetuan, who are most of them de-
scended from the old Moors of Andalusia, although
they do not like to talk of their European ancestors
on account of the numbers of them who turned Chris-
tians, pride themselves nevertheless on their descent,






398 NOTES.

much. The inhabitants of the towns, particularly the’
rich merchants, tradespeople, and others, are lazy
and indolent in the extreme, remaining for days to-
gether in a state of perfect inactivity when nothing par-
ticular occurs to engage their exertions. Every thing is
left by these indolent mortals to chance, bo_th on account
of their own inactivity as also their predestinarian
tenets, which discourage any forethought and exertion
of the mind. The shopkeepers, when not engaged
at the mosque, which occupies no inconsiderable
portion of their time, are to be found at full length in
their shops, either with the Koran in their hands, or,
more frequently, fast asleep. When roused from their
lethargy by a stranger, who may be in want of
some commodity, they merely stretch out their hands
and reach it without altering their position, which
they are enabled to do from the smallness of their
shop, which may be said to resemble a cobbler’s stall
in magnitude. In their dealings they exhibit that
kind of indifference which plainly indicates that they
care very little whether their customer purchases or
not; and should he be hard to please, and wish to
inspect many articles, they will rarely put themselves
to the trouble of gratifying him. The Moorish petty
merchant, in short, is a being whom neither loss nor
gain ever agitates, and who, like the rest of his coun-
trymen, dozes away his existence. The mechanics are
rather more active, and will sometimes work a little
in the neighbouring gardens, although they assume
an independence of manner to an extent that is by no
means pleasing to their employers, while they are not
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world, it is deposited in deep holes excavated in
the earth, called matamores. These are made in dry
situations, well lined and covéred over with straw;
and it is affirmed that in these subterranean cellars
grain can be preserved better, and for a longer period,
than when kept in the usual granaries. The soil of
the country is, generally speaking, extremely rich
and good, and adapted to the culture of most pro-
ductions. Except in their gardens, the Moors never
think of using manure, or of any other means of
assisting the soil, and consequently the land in the
neighbourhood of the towns is more impoverished
than further up the country, where, from the abun-
dance of land at the disposal of any person, it is
allowed to remain in fallow for two or three years, and,
in the mean time, other parts are brought under the
plough. At Tetuan, land is usually rented by the
number of oxen it would take to work it for the year;
for instance, as much land as would employ a pair of
oxen to plough it in the year would be rented at
about seven specie dollars, but at Tangier and the
neighbouring district, where all the land belongs to the
sultan, and by him is allotted out principally to the
soldiers, the same portion of land would be rented at
about four dollars per annum, and the same quantity,
if sold, which is generally done by auction, would
probably fetch at Tetuan about 200 dollars.

The duty imposed on the exportation of cattle, which
is about sixteen dollars a head, as well as on other articles
of produce, is so high as to amount toa prohibition,
and of course discourages the farmer from raising any
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the country. The small quantity that used to be
brought to Tetuan is now discontinued, in conse-
quence of the present governor having imposed the
same duty as on foreign iron imported from Gibraltar.

Tetuan Manufactures.

Flax.—Coarse linen is made from flax, the produce
of the districts from hence to Rabat. The price being
from eight to ten pence per yard.

Hemp.—This is used chiefly for halters, and by the
shoemakers.

Wool.—From the wool that is produced in the
country, carpets are made near Rabat. These, to the
eye, are as good as the Turkey manufacture, the
patterns being excellent, and the colours even richer.

. White and brown striped hayks are also made, red
sashes, blankets, &c.

Silk.—The quality of this is rich, a variety of ar-
ticles being manufactured, as hayks, scarfs, handker-
chiefs, richly embroidered with gold or silver, and of
various colours.

Cotton.—Coarse and thick stuffs are made from
this, mixed with flax, and used principally for shirts.

Copper.—This is found in the province of Gazula,
near Morocco. There is a considerable manufscture
of lamps of this metal, besides tea-kettles, saucepans,
and various other kitchen utensils. Copper founderies
existed at Fez some centuries ago. Copper is also found
in the province of Sus, in the mountains of Tazarac.

Tin.—This is found near Rabat. Handsome lan-
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Mequinez, and, I believe, the sugar-cane is still found
in the province of Sus.

Ginger is grown in small quantities near Fez.

Tobacco is grown between Ceuta and Tetuan; it is,
however, prohibited, except for the purpose of making
snuff.

Flour. —What is brought from Fez is of very
superior quality, and is whiter than any European
flour I have ever seen.

Saltpetre is found in abundance within the walls of
Morocco, and also at Tarudant in the province of
Sus.

Indigo used formerly to be grown near Zaffe, but
whether it is at the present day, I am not certain.

The Natives of Erefe.

The inhabitants of this wild and mountainous di-
strict are said to be descended from a colony planted
by Muza, A.D. 675, which in the course of time has
blended itself with the Schilluhs, or Brebers, the two
languages being substantially the same. The natives
of Erefe are by no means such strict Mahometans as
the Moors of the towns, or so bigoted in their re-
ligious opinions ; they care as little for the authority
. of the sultan as the inhabitants of many other remote
and inaccessible parts of Morocco, and are fully
aware how doubtful the success of any attempt
against them would be, even with the assistance of a
powerful army, on account of the mountainous nature
of the country. Nearly the whole of them possess a
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saints; and those persons who have performed the
pilgrimage to Mecca gain the distinctive title of
¢ Hadje.”

During the war, when the Spanish ports were shut,
a considerable contraband trade was carried on be-
tween Gibraltar and the coast of Erefe, to that extent
that the sultan of Morocco had cruisers stationed to
prevent it, but without much effect. The Genoese
were principally engaged in this traffic, and em-
ployed good vessels, well armed and manned. On ar-
riving at the particular part of the coast they might
be destined for, an Erefian boat would instantly come
off and leave, for instance, eight of their people on
board as hostages; after which half that number of
Christians would go ashore to bargain for such things
as they might be in want of, as wheat, barley, beans,
oil, raisins, figs, wax, cattle, and even horses, mules,
and asses: when the bargain was effected, these com-
modities were brought on board and duly paid for.
This kind of illegal commerce was carried on for some
time under a perfect good understanding on both sides,
until the Gibraltar smugglers seeing, at length, how
easy a thing it was to impose upon these wild cus-
tomers, who now began to place implicit confidence in
them, commenced a system of fraud, not only by
means of bad money and false measurements, but, in
many instances, by making off’ with the cargo without
paying for it, the natives who might happen to be on
board being either thrown overboard or turned adrift
to find their way ashore as well as they could. This
conduct naturally put a stop to the trade, and has been
the cause of a deadly hatred towards the Christians
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road leading to them thronged chiefly with women
and children returning to the town, the men for the
greater part remaining to sleep in their arbours in the
gardens. I also saw the horse-soldiers belonging to
the governor charging and firing in his presence and
that of his two sons: among them was a Breber horse.
man giving them a lesson, as it were; for although the
fellow, in comparison to the town cavalry, who were
attired in their best snow-white hayks, looked like a
chimney-sweep with his dark countenance and dirty
dress, he excelled the whole of them in the manage-
ment of his long musquet and his steed, which was a
beautiful animal. Our destination was a garden beau-
tifully situated on the banks of theriver El Kos, over-
shadowed with orange and citron-trees, and the walks
covered overhead with trellises loaded with delicious
grapes, affording a most delightful retreat, the clear
swift waters of the river passing close at our feet. On
our entering the grounds, a friendly Moor, the owner
of them, who had invited me, came to receive and
welcome us. On our advancing, we found several
Moors taking their coffee, reclining on rich carpets,
their heads being supported by a Fez cushion of
Jeather, richly embroidered with gold and silver
thread. Some of them were lying on a kind of mat-
tress covered with red Morocco leather. Having left
the party for the purpose of inspecting the gardens,
we found them, on our return, ready to receive us
under a delightful arbour of trellise-work, and having
placed several cushions for us to recline upon, I sat
down in the midst of them. Two of the party were
provided with musical instruments; one of these was
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THIRD SONG.

When I behold in your lovely face
And black beaming eye

The tokens of love you bear me,

I feel then like a captive set at liberty,
With freedom’s happiest emotions.

About eight o'clock in the evening we took our de-
parture, leaving this merry party, and reached Tetuan
just in time before the closing of the town gates for
the night.

The middling classes in Barbary appear to me to
be a happy and contented race of people; this is very
far from being the case in regard to the opulent and
wealthy, as they live in constant apprehension of im-
prisonment, under colour of some pretended or trifling
offence, the real cause being their wealth, which the
government soon contrives to lay their hands upon.
‘When once in jail, should they be obstinate, and show
a natural reluctance to part with their treasure, these
unfortunate wretches (who at the same time have
most likely been not over scrupulous as to the means
by which it has been amassed) are made to undergo
certain torments, which generally have the desired
effect, and their dollars quickly find their way into
the chest of the governor or bashaw. An instance of
this recently occurred at Tangier, where this system
of robbery and extortion has been going on for some
years, until lately put a stop to by the sultan, who
does not like any one but himself to have a finger in
the pie. The parties chiefly concerned in it were the






412 NOTES.

with a good deal of mock ceremony, by which, on the
payment of a few dollars, he agrees to give back the
child to the parents. The money thus obtained,
should he be rich, is distributed among the poor; if
needy himself, which is usually the case, care is taken
that his charity begins at home.

Jewish Brandy.

The Jews here make brandy from the following
articles: —

From 150 Ibs. of pears, which when in season cost
about tenpence, they make about two gallons.

From 150 lbs. of figs, which cost about sixpence,
they make about eight gallons.

From 150 lbs. of raisins, which cost about tcn-
pence, eight and a half to nine gallons are extracted.

From 150 lbs. of dates, coéting from twenty-five to
twenty-eight pence, about seven gallons are obtained.

The brandy from dates is considered the best, and
is sold for three shillings and sixpence per gallon.

The brandy from raisins and figs sells for about
two shillings and sixpence per gallon.

The brandy from pears fetches about three shillings
and sixpence per gallon.

From 150 Ibs. of grapes about eight gallons of very
tolerable wine is obtained, and four of brandy.

N.B. If more care were taken in the selection of
the grapes, and the manufacture of the wine, the pro-
duce would be far superior to what it now is. They
begin to make their wine about the 25th of August,
and they generally boil it in the streets. The white
grapes are simply pressed under foot and then boiled,
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Robbery.

Twenty-two Jews, on their road to Tetuan from
Tangier, accompanied by some unarmed muléteers,
were lately attacked, when half way, by four Moorish
robbers armed with guns. It was night when the
attack was made upon them, and they were asleep in
their tents. By ingeniously contriving to make their
numbers far greater than they were in reality, the
rogues so frightened the poor Israelites that half of
them were glad to creep away in the dark, while their
less fortunate companions were plundered of goods to
the amount of twelve hundred dollars. Several of the
Jews were much bruised and beaten in the rencontre
in attempting to defend their property ; in justice to
the Moars, however, it may be added that they did
naot make use of their firearms, and it is rarely that
they do sa if it can be avoided.

July 12, This day one of the jugglers, who makes
a livelihood by playing different tricks with snakes
which are brought from the desert, met his death in
the follawing manner. During the exhibition one of
the spectators asked him to kiss the snake, which,
either anticipating no harm, or unwilling to yigk his
reputation as a juggler, he proceeded ta do; in the
attempt, however, the animal hit him in the mouth,
and the man died the same day, The snake was of a
black colour, not very long, but as thick as a man’s
arm. A man at Fez not very long before had lost
his life in the same manner. In consequence of this
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The Bens Essa Sect.

The followers of this sect, which is similar to what
has been already mentioved, when in their fits of re-
ligious madness, are feared by their own countrymen,
and much more by the poor timid and defenceless
Jews, whom they frequently severely injure and even
kill in their fits of frenzy. These people derived their
origin, it is said, two or three centuries ago, from a
saint called Beni Essa or Essanas, whose sanctuary is
still existing at Mequinez, where he was buried. At
particular festivals, they are in the habit of assembling
from the different towns in large numbers, and pro-
ceed in a tumultuous procession, with flags, on a
pilgrimage to the sanctuary of their founder in the
above-named city. When arrived, a kind of sa-
crifice is made by killing sheep and goats, the blood
of which is drank and the flesh eaten raw by these
enthusiasts. During their mad fits various antics are
performed, such as standing on one leg at the top of
the sanctuary, which is full sixty feet in height, and
devouring not only raw flesh but serpents, glass, and
even fire. They afterwards return home in a state of
madness, shouting and doing all kinds of mischief,
which they fancy is warranted by their state of
mind. When at home, they frequently assemble
at each other’s houses, howling and singing during the
night their nocturnal orgies, more resembling those
of demons than of human creatures. Each company
is under a sort of commander, whose utmost exertions
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for be forthwith proceeded to devour every article in
the poor man’s shop, soap, oil, butter, figs, raisins,
walnuts, the whole of which proceeded down his
throat to the astonishment and horror of the shop-
keeper, occasioning him a loss of one hundred and
fifty dollars. It forms one of the singular super-
stitions of this country, that any person in a state of
madness is regarded as a saint, and looked upon with
a sort of religious veneration, which is convenient
enough to those who bave the art and roguery to
assume this kind of appearance, as they are allowed to
take whatever they may happen to lay hands upon,
and are never molested whatever freedoms they may
take with person or property. A pious Moor readily
gwes to these people whatever they may covet and ask
for, fancying that a person who is deprived of reason
is guided by a kind of supernatural agency, and such
being his belief, he thinks that it would be impious to
oppose him in his demands. In justice, however, to
those real or pretended madmen, who are denominated
saints, I may observe that, generally speaking, they
are not over-covetous, and do not make an extrava-
gant use of the power which the superstition of the
people has assigned to them. There is one of these
saints at Tangier, who is well known to every one.
This man, who keeps up a loud howling by day and
night, rambles constantly to the sok, or market, and
without asking any leave, takes an egg from one and
some vegetables from another, and having supplied
himself with what is necessary for his wants for the
day, walks away. It is said that if money is given
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fanatick, upon hearing this, began to work himself up
in the same manner which had before been attended
with so fatal a result to the poor man’s stock in trade;
his countenance turned black and his eyes looked like
blood, and vowing that, if necessary, he would not
only eat what was placed before him, but the bashaw
and his attendant into the Bargain, to work he went at
the loaves and fishes, and in a short time cleared up
every thing before him, to the astonishment of all
present, and the satisfaction of every one except the
poor shopkeeper, who was now convinced that the
devil himself had borrowed the man’s inside for his
wicked purposes. The story goes, that the fanatick
afterwards ate up all the grass about the bashaw’s
door, as a salad after his meal, and was dismissed
with honour and credit. My interpreter, on whom I
can rely, informed me, that he actually saw the same
fellow, when under the influence of one of these fits
of religious frenzy, go into a heated oven, and that he
came out @ la Chabert, as if nothing had happened—
in short, as cool as a cucumber and with not even a
hair curled. One of these people from Sus, when in
the common market at Tetuan, was seen to put the
head of a live snake into his mouth, holding it up by
the tail ; the reptile was more than a yard in length,
and although strongly dissuaded by the bystanders,
nothing could induce him to the contrary; the man
did not seem to have sustained any material injury,
although doubtless lacerated by the creature’s fangs,
as he afterwards spirted out blood from his mouth,
without, however, seeming to care the least about it,
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was the case, and not without reason; but as it was
evident that he had been roused by violent language
on the part of the Mahometan, the governor let the
thing drop, on account of my being present, although
if I had not happened to have been on the spot, it
would have fared badly with the Christian. The
result was certainly a point gained, as one of the prin-
cipal alkaids twld me that he himself, as. well as the
rest of the Moors in general, were always afraid of
baving any dispute with a scheerif, particularly one
of the cast this man belonged to, as, whether right or
wrong, the scheerif always came off best. The settle-
ment of complaints between Christians and Moors is
at all times extremely difficult, as the former can in
very few instances procure a witness in his favour, it
being quite contrary to the general bigoted custom
for one Moor to depose against another, where a
dispute with a Christian has arisen. Should, by
chance, a Mahometan witness be brought forward in
favour of a Christian, he would almost be spit upon
whilst giving his evidence, however clear the case
may be. The Moor, on the other hand, finds no
difficulty in producing witnesses to speak in his fa-
vour, whether right or wrong. In this instance the
scheerif produced five witnesses, who all knelt down
before the governor, the scheerif himself also kneeling,
demanding justice. Although it was clear that the
latter was in fault, I could not get the fellow punished,
the governor dismissing the complaint by ordering the
accuser away, the goveriior telling the Christian to
go about his business; and, at my request, an -order
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plainant has no occasion to swear to them himself, pro-
vided he can produce twelve witnesses ; if not, he must
swear to the matter himself, with two witnesses in
addition. The latter are subject ta the interrogations
of the judge as to their being good and religious per-
sons, and should he find them otherwise, he has power
to reject their evidence. In large towns there is also
a second governor, who tries minor complaints, and
other petty matters of dispute which are not worth
the cognizance of the governor himself. A Jew or a
Christian is esteemed no valid evidence against a
Moor, particularly the former, and it may easily be
imagined how wide a door is left open to corruption,
injustice, and persecution. The poor unprotected
Jews are greatly exposed to imprisonment and fines .
(the principal object always of Moorish justice),
especially under an iniquitous governor, which too
often is the case, and who then neglects no oppor-
tunity for the purpose of squeezing the poor wretches,
namely, extracting from them every farthing they
possess in the world.

July 20. At five o'clock in the evening of this day,
the Jews began to fast, and which was kept up by
them all night, and during the following day until
eight o’clock at night, a period of twenty-seven hours,
during which, not even a drop of water is drank, and
8o strict are they in this respect that it could not be
broken through except where life is at stake in
consequence. During this fast, all walk barefoot,
except, perhaps, a few of the wealthier people, who,
in order to cheat the devil, as no leather can on any
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To separate the grains from the husk they are thrown
up against the wind, and which answers the purpose
of winnowing, although imperfectly.

Jewish Charity.

The Jews, for the purpose of charity, on Fridays
send round gatherers to every house, who collect
according to the means and disposition of the in-
habitants; and the sum thus obtained is carried to
one of the Rabbees, who distributes it among the poor.
On Friday evening preceding the Jewish sabbath, the
gatherers again go round to every house for the pur-
pose of collecting bread, which is also distributed to
the poor, in the proportion of about a loaf to each
individual, no inconsiderable relief to the indigent,
many of whom live in a deplorable state of wretched-
ness. Broth antl cakes are at the same time given to
the sick poor. At the time of the different Jewish
festivals, the indigent are by no means neglected,
relief being afforded to them in the manner above

mentioned.

Moorish Charity.

By the Mahomedan law, charity is prescribed to all,
every Moor being commanded to set aside two and a
half per cent. of his property to be applied for this
purpose ; but few are sufficiently good believers to at-
tend to this injunction given by their great prophet,
and it is, I believe, a nullity in most instances.
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that God is one, and that Mahomet is his prophet.
When he has engaged to observe these, he becomesat
ouce a Moor, without any religious ceremony, and is
accordingly christened by some Mahometan name, as
Abdallah, Mohamed, &c., and he is then admitted
into the mosque, and becomes one of the true
believers.

Ceremony which takes place among the Jews.

The Jew boys, when they enter their thirteenth
year of age, are obliged to go through the following re-
ligious ceremony, the poorer classes in private, and the
richer Jews in the public synagogue. I hadan oppor-
tunity of witnessing one of these. The boy, who was the
son of a rabbi, made his appearance in the synagogue
well dressed, with the ten commandments fastened an
his forehead in @ small leathern bag, and the same also
on his left arm; the morning service was then read,
during which the lad was sitting between two talibs.
After this was ended, the former advanced to the
altar and offered up a prayer to the Almighty, in per-
mitting him to attain that age which is here considered
as the commencement of manhood. A religious dis-
course was then delivered by him for nearly an hour,
and when he had finished it, his mother made her ap-
pearance at the entrance, without setting foot in the
chapel (women not mixing with the men at public
prayers), and began scattering sweetmeats and com-
fits for the boys, who immediately commenced a
scramble, which appeared to me not very decent in a
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taken refuge at Tangier, in order that he might send
them over to Spain, he would give him one thousand
dollars, ¢ What ! said the bashaw, * does this
Christian think I shall be base enough to take his
money and sell the blood of these poor people? No;
tell the Spanish consul that I would not do for all
that he could give me!™ From that time he not only
treated the poor refugees with kindness and com-
miseration, but actually assisted some of them with
mouey to effect their escape to Gibraltar and from
thence to England.

August 11. This day, a feast and a holiday, was
kept in remembrance of the defeat of the king of Por-
tugal, Don Sebastian, who was killed, with the greater
part of his troops, near Larache, in 1490; in a rash
attempt made by him to invade the country. Among
the lower orders in Portugal, an idea is still prevalent
that Don Sebastian is still alive and confined by the
Moors in an enchanted island. The feast above-men-
tioned is celebrated by the Jews in order to please the
Moors.

Pay of the Moorish T'roops.

The soldiers and officers belonging to the regular
troops here are paid little or nothing, a foot-soldier
receiving merely one and two-thirds of a dollar per
month, a horse-soldier two dollars for himself and horse
per ditto, and the alkaid or officer the same, there
being no difference in this respect between them and
the privates ; the only chance they have, therefore, of
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ligious prejudices, it does not seem probable that they
will ever emerge from this state of ignorance and dark-
ness, except some powerful Christian state should by
force break the link which keeps them in bondage. In
their state, while the whole of Europe is daily ad-
vancing in intelligence and civilization, the Moors are
in the same proportion receding, and until they can
be convinceéd by force alone (for no other argument
would be of the least effect) that other laws may be
made more salutary. than those provided for them by
their idol Mahomet, they never will possess any insti-
tutions capable of guaranteeing their personal rights
independent of the nod of the sultan: on the un-
bounded authority of the latter the only check is the
wild ungovernable resistance so frequently displayed
among the mountain provinces, inhabited principally
by the Brebers, whose love of freedom and independ-
ence all the despotic power of Moorish government
cannot influence. This untameable spirit keeps at the
same time a wholesome check upon the despot on the
throne.
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