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LETTER L

' 7 Paris.
MY DEAR SIR,

.MY pen, wearied of tracing fucceffive

pictures of human<crimes and human ca-
lamity, purfues its tafk with reluance;

while my heart fprings forward to that-

fairer epocha which now beams upon the
friends of 1liberty — that epocha when
the French republic has caft afide her
di{mal throud, ftained with the blood of
the patriot, and bathed with the tears of
the mourner; and prefents the blefled
images of juftice and humanity healing

ghe deep wounds of her affli¢ted bofom :

when the Taws of mercy are but the echo
Vou, III. . B ) of
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:ﬂl thofe who tell us they were on the
fatal lift deftined for the guillotine on the,
11th of Therinidor, the day after Ro-
befpierre’s execution, we muft fuppofe
that his appotnted-hecatomb for that day
confifted, ‘igftead of his ordinary facri-
fice, of half Paris at leaft. But afterall
‘the crueltiesthat havepaffed, howfoothing
is the moment when pity becomes the
fathion, and when tyranny is fo execrated
that to have been its vi&im is glory!

_ The tears of compaflion now flow even: -

for thofe obje&ts whom once to commife-

‘rate was death. A republican may now,

unfufpeded of royalifm, lament the fate .
.of the innocent and interefting fufferer
at the Temple; fhe, whofe birth-day
was a day of triumph, whofe cradle was
firewed with flowers, and who now, im-
mured within a living tomb, remains the
Lole furvivor of her unfortunate family,
Thc pro{pcé’t of her fpeedy releafe from
captivity
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‘captivity gives perhaps as general plea-
fure at Paris as at Vienna. This fympa-
thy is not eonfined to thofe perfons who
_wifh to replace her family upon the
“throne ; for cruelty is no longer the

-order of the day, and the moft deter- ’

mined lover of democracy may now,
-without offending againtt its laws, pro-
fefs his pity for a blooming beauty con-
fined in gloomy towers, although fhe
happens to be & princefs. That fair
mourner, while the waits the hour of li-
-berty and happinefs, is ne longer enclofed
in difmal folitude within the walls of hey
apartment: For fome weeks patt fhe
has fpent as much of the day as fhe
choofes in the gardens of the Temple,
and her confinement has been cheered by
the fociety of an amiable and accom-
‘ Pliﬂxed lady, madame de Chatrenne, to
whom the is much attached, and who
gheats the hours of their length by teach-
wg her Italian and drawing. She ofien

B3 enquires
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enquires after het unhappy family, of
whofe fate, except that of her father, the

is altogether ignorant 3 but every enquiry

fhe makes concerning them, madame
" de Chatrenne is obliged to anfwer-in con-

formity to the orders the has received

from the committee of general fafety,

by ‘telling her, ¢ this is a fecret of ftate.”

And furely it is merciful to conceal from
her events which have pafled, till the is

placed in a fituation where her tears will

be wiped away with the tendernefs of
affiduous attention, and the fympathy of
congeum Crrow,

Paris once more reaffumes.a gay al-
peét, the poor again have bread, and the
rich again dlfplay the appendages of
wealth, The proceffions of death which -
once darkened the ftreets, are now fuc-
ceeded by carriages elegant in fimplicity,
though not decorated with the blazonry
of arms: o he lace of liveries. The
cheerfulne(s habitual to parifian phyfiog-

y : nomy,
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- nomay, -again Jights pp its reviving fook
and the quick ftep, the joyous finile, the
{mart repartee, the airy gefture, have
fucceeded the difmal referve, and the
" trembhing circumfpe&ion which. {o il}
fuited the national charader. With the
aarelefs fimplicity of children who after
the rigours of fchool hafien to their
fports; the Parifians, fhaking off - the
.hideous remembrance of: the paft, fly to
the {cencs of pleafure. .
The Thuilleries and the Champs-Ely-
fées ave again crowded with the {pright-
ly circles feated on each fide of their
broad alleys, and bencath the Made of
their majeftic tnees. .. At the period -of
- great fearcity of bread, when crowds af-
foribled every morning at the doors of
‘tbe bakers fhops, -the people called it -
going & Ja quene, Thofle gutues, ot ranks,
in fearch of bread have long fince ceafed,
- and are fucceeded by guewes in fearch of -
" pleafure.  There is a gueve every even-
B4 - ing
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_ing at every theatre ; and the late perfe~
cution of the roman catholic church
having produced the ufualeffe& of per-
fecuuon, there is a gueue at the churches
every funday to héar maf. For fomd
time during the {pring, there was a vio~
lent’ {chifm at Paris between thofe who

chofe to make a holiday of funday, and
thofe who obferved the decadi as a fefti-
-val. The town was nearly equally di-
vided between what were called the Do
minicans, and the Decadiffs.” One half
of the tradefmen (hut up their fhops,
and one half of the mechanics refufed to; -
work on one day, ‘the other half on the

“other. -At length the matter has been:
compromifed in the manner moft agree-
able 10 a people fo fond of amufement as
-the Parifians, by making merry both on:
funday and decadi. Each day is become-
a holiday, on which churches, theatres,:
and public gardens are alike crowded, and.

all the world appears fatisfied. N
The
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The women indulge in their drefs the
full extent of female caprice, as well as
- extravagance. This day the peruque
blonde *® converts the dark-complexioned
nymph into a fair beauty; tomorrow the
‘reaffumes her jetty locks, and thus varies.
her attrations.

¢ How many pictures of onenymph we view;.
¢ All how unlike each other, all how true!”’

Some lances were fhivered lately bes
sween the lovers of the Marfeillois hymn,
and the amatenrs of the reveil du peus
ple; but hoftilities bave now ceafed in the:

‘fame manner as between {unday and de-
cadi, by making it a rule to fing both..

In the mean time literature and the
-arts, covered with fack-cloth and afhes
during the reign of our jacobin vandals,.
again revive, the national library offers
every other day. its treafures of literature-
to the public, . and its long: gallerlcs and
ample tables are filled with perfons of

# Alight-haired-periwig,
B : both
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both fexes, who, amidft the filence which
is there obferved, enjoy the charms of -
meditation, .or the pleafure of ftudy.

" The noble gallery of the national
mufeum filled with the mafter-pieces of
art, is crowded three times a decade with
citizens of all claffes, the poor as well as

- the rich; who camnot fail to humanize

their fouls, as well as improve their tafte
by fuch contemplatlon The celebrated
feulptured horfes of Marly now decorate
the entrance of the Champs-Elyfées; the
porticoes of the Louvre are fijled with
ftatues ; the public walks -are preferved
with attentive care; and Paris, fo lately
befmeared with blood—Paris, the refuge
of ‘barbarifm, and the den of carnage,
once more excités the ideas of tafte, ele-
_garice, refinement, and happinefs.
7 _ But whither am I wandering? Before
we reach thofe fair and cheerful regions,
we muft pafs through the nethermoft ‘
abyfy ‘ -
' . wof
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* OFf Chisos, and his dark pavilion fpread

 Wide-on the wacful deep; with him enthréned
, “Sat &ble-ve&cd Night, and by them ftand

# Orcus and Ades ; and the dreaded name

¢ Of Demogorgon; Rumour next, and Chance,.

¢ And Tumult and Confafion, all embroiled,

% And Difcord with a thoufand various mouths—

¢ Alone, and without guide, baif-loft, I feck

the readieft path. ">
- In the conclufion of my laf’c le’terl

mesitioned that plan of fpreading devafe’
“tation; through the wide territofy of the
Vendée, which had entéred fato the’
councﬂs of: the ‘committee of public’
la.fCty'. ‘The fad - tatk remaihs of relat-’
ing how fuccefsfully they accomplifhed’
their- purpofe:  The character of: the-
Vendean has been always rcprefentcd as’
fimple; humane and saftic; the dupe of
the priet, 'and the flave of the noble.
Had the conventmn, inftead: of fendmg '
the fword “ferit peace ; ‘ih{?ead’ of "bayo-
metd and foldiers, “haid" hey. 'difpatched
apo{tles with ntiffals of republicamfm,
B 6 there-
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there is little doubt but this numerous

and 'valuable part of community would -

long fince have formed an integral part
of the republic. ¢ Thefe people,” one
of the mountain deputies, Dubojs Crancé,
obferves, " in fpeaking of the Vendeans,

- . ¢ are the moft refpeCtable 1 have ever

known ; they attend to juftice and rea-
fon, when you {peak to them with mild-

nefs and humanity.” Chodieu, who was.

another. of the jacobinical miflonaries,
tells us, that ¢« nothing was wanting but
to fpread inftruétion. through'.that coun-
try, to open the eyes of ‘the pegple, and
"unmatk and punith -thofe. who mifled
them.” Apd Lequinio;, who had fo. far
deﬂ:royed his ¢¢ prejudices™ and his (hame
as to write a hiftory tothe convention of

the maﬂacrms he was, about to: commit.
near Rocnclle, and of his famllxar revels,

with the executjoner, mforms us that
. had difcreet and. rational men bccn fent

to preach thc do&rines of liberty, to de: .

4. velop

e —
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velop the prmuples of moral and. politi-
cal philofophy, to invite the, people to
enquiry, to enlighten their minds and in-
tereft their feelings, that fanaticifa which
had hitherto kept thtm in ignorance -
would have difappeared, and the love
of liberty would have taken place of
their attachment to. the debafing fyﬂcm
under which they had lived.

_The evidence of this man will not be
f'ufpcé'ted of partiality to that unhappy
race, when we find him’' with all the fri-
gid compofure of a' calculator reafoning
" hypothetically, that, .if the “population-
which remains amounted only to thirty.
ar forty thoufand fouls —certainly the
quickeft way to finifh-the war would be

to cut their throats, < So,’”adds he, ¢ I

thought at firft, but the population is
. immeafe, it amounts to: four hpndred
thoufand men,—-lf there be no hopes of
fuccefs in any other mode, without doubt
we muﬁ; cut the throats of the whole,”
: did
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did they amount to five hundred thoav
fand men; I however am far from
thinking it neceffary but—we muft'
make no prifoners, and wherever we:
find men armed or unarmed, if there ap-
pear any hoftile difpefition, thoot them
without any farther examination !”- - -
- When a man, who writes philofophi
cal works to deftroy prejudices ®, tells
s, that the beft prattical mode of e
firoying them is to deflrgy thefe who
eherith-them, he.inflro&ts us only in the
art of the executioner: It i melancholy
to fee into, what monfters .men may- be.
transformed by the pofleflion of power;
er the groveling paffion of fear, - Les
' quinio weighs with calmnels the advan.
tage or difadvantage of butchering five .
" hundred. thoufand men ;- and -Garat 4nd.
Lmdet, men. of «ternperate: aad plaﬂb’fd-‘

'.o‘ DT ~f i

L Lequlmo is the author of a'phﬂbfoplfxcalwdrk
intitled « l‘njudaccs“sztmyeé."' B PP AN
v ‘ ' phical:

RN
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phical minds, become a&ors'in the gt{!
of May. '

It is pretende‘d that the plan of the.
committee was in reality that of the g
‘neral extermination of the inhabitants of

"the Vendée. Lequinio hints at this de-.
fign feveral times, and often deliberates.
how far it would be advantageousin cer-
tain cireumftances to continue the fyftem:
of deftru®tion; and a writer whom I
have already mentioned, _Vilate, 4 con-
fident of Barrere, Robefpierre, St. Juft,
and other confpirators; tells us, that it

. was a ferious objeft of difcuffion: with
thefe great legiflators, how to diminith:
the population of France in the fhortcﬁ:'
given time. Rouffeau afferts, that it is.

" the perfe&non of a ftate, when: every ci~

tizen has enough, and no one too much

and the provident policy of thefe reform-
ers, it feems, amounted to this conclu-
fion, ‘¢ that as in the prefent ftate of pro-
perty, which was but in few hands, the
majority
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majority could be in poffeffion but of a
lictle, and where this inequality of for-
tune exifted, there could be no equality
of rights, the ouly way of deftroying this
inequality was to let the government

feize on the whole ; that in order to cxe-
‘cute this. plan all the great capitalifts.

muft be facrificed, thar the reft might be
induced to yield up their poffeflions more. -
readily ; that a certain depopulation be-
came alfo riece{faay, in order that France

_might_furnith from  its own produce
g enough to. feed its inhabitants $and that

even after the extirpation of the people.
of fortune, thofe incumbrances of the.
feil, if the population thould ftill exceed,
the produce; means muft be found, to;
ufe Barrere’s words, ¢ ta {fweep away the
rubbifh,” fo that a certain number only.
fhould remain. In.the mean time the
conventional arms were every where.un-
fuccefsful. This ill fuccefs was proba-
bly at firft, as L have already mentioned,.
a part
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a part of the plan of ‘the” committee of
public fafety, in order to ecomplete the
ruin of the party of the Gironde; and
thofe who were eye witnefles of the events
‘that took place furnith us with addis
tional caufes that fini(h the difcovery of’
all thofe myfteries of whmh Phxhppca,ux
complains.

- ¢ The generals, Qf i this army, fays
Lequinio; a man nor-atall-to be fufpe@-
ed of affetion: to the caufe of the royal- -
-ifts from what has juft been faid, ¢ have -
from the- beginning ‘made- this war an
object of {peculation and particular inte-
reft.” Their immenfe.pay and funds
for extraordinary expgnces, their calcu«
lations on the produce of pillage, the li-
cence they gave the foldiers to excufe
their own rapacity, increafed the love,of -
plunder, and deftroyed : all difcipline;.
This habit of pillage not only introduced
diforder into the army, but prompted tal
the commnﬂion of every other Crimey
€. The' .
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“ The moft ‘(hodking barbarities,* fay$
‘Lequinio, ¢ prefented themfelves at
every corner.’” ‘We hdve feen republican
{oldiers fhoot or ftab rebel women in the
public roads. * We ‘avefeen others car-
rying infants tern from the brcaﬂ' ont
the ends of their bayonets, ar the’ pikes
that had pierced with the fame blow the
clnld and the mother.
¢ All thee horrors,” a&ds Lequunq
¢ bave fhaspened refentmient, and in<
smfed the number of the .m#lconteénts}
o were competied to acknowiedge that
our troops often difplayed lefs virtae than
de:ridbdis, of whomdome; itis true, com-
misted mwalfacres); but the chiefs had at-
ways the policy to preach virtue, and'to
afie® a fort of indulgence and genero-
fivy. towards our prifoners.” -His cok
league Chodieu declares alfv, 4 howevey
grofs and fuperftitious our Povernors
khave been pleafed to paint our brethreny
we. rmght have eafily fucceeded in bring-

mg .
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ing them within the pale of liberty.”
The Vendeans, it is certain, fpated no-
thing to draw over the republicans to
their fide, and fent them back on their
fimple parole not to bear arms againft
the king or religion. The convention
an{wered this humane policy by their
proclamation to rob and maffacre ; and
all who came in the way of their troops

were yobbed and maflacred.
Municipalities, with their civil officers
in republican coftume, and who were re-
ceived with all the appearances of frater-
nity, bave been murdered the hour after;
Cavaliers armed and equipped, who had
travelled many miles to furrender them-
felves, had been fhot without mercy.
That fuch a condu@ (hould increafe the
armies of the royalifts was natural ; and.
however ‘well inclined a part of the in~
habitants might have been to republican
principles, driven to defpair by the-atro-
cious apd barharous palicy of the con.
' vcnuon,
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vention, they were compelled to take am
- aftive part ' with the royalifts.
~ In order to exterminate the inhabi-
tants of the Vendée, } was neceffary to
deftroy their abodes. Towns and vil-
lages were delivered to the flames ; the
_ peopled fireets and the infulated cottages
were doomed alike to devaftation ; and
fo great'was the fusy-of thofe meflengers
of deftruction, which Lequinio.calls « les. -
. égaremens des patuotes.” that they de-
firoyed: immenfe quantities of corn and
forage, not only driving the-inhabitants
to the neceflity of increafing the royalift.
army from want,. but depriving: them,
felves of thofe refources which were ne<
ceffary to their own exiftence.
Thefe are not the tales of the cruels
- ties of Roman emperors and tyrants in
the hiftory of martyrs. They are hor-
_sors which have paffed at our very doors,
and of which we daily faw the witnefles
and: fufferers ;- and {ome of the great ac.
S ’ v torsg.
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vors in thofe fcenes of ruin and defola-
tion, till ‘their crimes were expiated by
their punithment after the events of the
firft of Prairial, continued tolive amongft
us; they paraded our ftreets, they fat in’
our affemblies, they raifed their auda-’
cious fronts in the legiflature.

It was ot only to the favage foldier
that the execution of this plan of exter-
mination was ‘committed : the conven-
tion entrufted to its own members the
fuperintendence of this devaftating fyf-
tem. "We have Yeen the fidelity with
which it was execited by Collot d’Her-
bois at Lyons. The Vendée was not .
vet fufficiently punithed, and Carrier -
was fent thither—Carrier! §¢at the mme-
of Carrier, fays the eloquent reporter of’
the Robefpierrian correfpondence, * the'
{moking chart of the Vendée unrolls it-" .
felf beneath our eyes. Thoufands of
falamanders from amidft the furnaces of
| the Vendéc feed the fire which confumes:

cr T the
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the republic. You hear the crackling
_of tlie flame which devours both manu-
factures and hamlets, cities and men;
the ruins of caftles mingle with the wrecks
of cottages ; melancholy and- deplorable
equality, which-exifts only in defolation !
1 fee by the glare of the blaze, thofe \ybov :
have kindled it, darting acrofs the burn-
ing.beams of falling houfes, like birds of
prey, on the treafures they contain. Even
the afylum of patriotifi is not refpetted ;
~ the enemies taken' with arms in: their
~ hands, and- thofe who lay them’ down,
are precipitated into the fame gulph;
the common foe; and the friend who
leads our foldiers to Vi&ory, who pro-
- cures them by fure indications the means
of neéeﬁary fubfiftence, perith alike ;
and the fame refpe&t. is paid to.thé pa-
triot and the rebel.” .
" If we cannot hear the namé of Carrier
without the ftrongeft fenfations of horror,
wﬂl not our Judgmcnc look fomewhat
: ' further
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further than' this ferocous inftrupgent oft
guilt? The whole of the committee of!
public fafety were his dire& accomplices,-

- and who will: abldlve ‘the cenvention
Carrier’s inftryQians amive. ¢ ‘W' haye
received your letter,” fay the committee,
“ which gives us ttue fatisfaQion. We
conjure thee to go to Nantes-immedi--
arcly. We. fend: theé a. decree which -
charges-thee to.purge that city,: It muft
be ¢emptied’ without-delay. Liberty ne-
ver trifles. We can be humane when-
we are conquerors,’ . What fervices
Carrier had already rendered to the com-
mittee, does not-appear’; bt they. found'
in him, no doubt, 2 mind fufficiently ca--
pacious for wickednefs to ferve their

~purpofes. B
Carrier arrived at Nantes the gth of
O&ober. The prologue to the tragedy
had already been delivered. . Gentin,-
the fecretary of the national comiffion,
bad already written to the intrepid mouns'
taineers
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waincers forming the committee of in~-
fpeQion at Nantes: « Republican bre-
thren, the reprefentatives fend me the
inclofed pieces, which_1I haften to ‘con-
vey to yous Examine, and ftrike hard
and quick, like true revolutionidts, others’
wife I fhall. not be pleafed. You want
arms, you told the yefterday, to execute:

~your. orders ; fpeak,; afk, and you fhali:

have eyery thing—military force, com--
miffaries, cquriers, clerks, and. fpies, if it
be neceffary. © Speak: oné word, one
word only, and I will engage that you .
fhall be furnithed inftantly. . Adieu all,

1 love you all. " I fhall always love you,

hecaufe your principles are mines Think:
of a; veflel or houles proper to form a

prifon ; fecure depofitories, &c. &c.”

. Such are the _firft inftru&ions for-
Nantes: Without its-walls murder. had

' already ‘begun_ s work ; the peaceable

inhabitants of a village near Cliffin; with
ihc mﬁ.rurnems of hufbandry in their
hands,
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hands, were maflacred by Lufignan, &
general of brigade, with other pealants
who had been employed for fome weeks
tn {upplying Nantes with provifions.
In the adjoining communes, near a thou-
fand men and women had been fhot
without examination, and without trial
and of thefe maffucres two commiffaries
only had been the fuperintendants and
“direGors. Carrier remained but a day
or two at Nantes. He neverthelefs ftaid
long enough to open his commiffion, '
which confifted in the moft atrocious in-
veQives and execrations againft the in-
babitants, and particularly againft the
tradefmen and merchants; declaring
that, if he did not reccive lifts of charges
againft the latter, be would in a thort
time arreft the whole, and thep thoot and
guillotine one perfon in ten.  After hav-
ing made them this paternal vifit, and
gven his inftru&ions, he took his leave

You. III. C for
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for a few days to go and electrify the city
of Rennes. . :
- It was at this period that the com-
mittee of public fafety, through the or-
gan of Barrere, publithed the happy ac-
complifhment of their prophetic decree,
that the ¢¢ Vendée exifted no longer.”
At Paris, as no one dared to doubt of
the infallibility of the committee, or fuf-
pet its veracity, we imagined that the
royalifts had been completely crufhed,
becaufe the committee informed the
convention that- the Vendée exifted no
more. We learned, however, very foon,
what this annihilation of the Vendée
meant. It was not altogether one of
thofe agreeable figures of rhetoric with
which Barrere was wont to harangue the
convention, fince there was fome truth
in the declaration, which we did not dif-
cover at the firft glance: for the great
army.of the royalifts had indeed evacu-
ated
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ated the feat of the war in the Vendée, if
that could be called an evacuation which
was a triumphal march acrofs the Loire.
This paflage was accomplithed without
any lofs, and the royalift army remained
on the northern fide without moleftation
for three days ; after which they began
their march towards the fea. coafts, acrofs
the departments which form the eaftern
part of the province of Brittany.

It might have been expeéted that
their paffage would have been oppofed,
or their march- harafled : and that this
did not happen was another of Philip-
peaux’s myfteries ; but the royalifts were
fuffered to take uninterrupted pofleflion
of the country as far as Laval, having
furrounded four thoufand men who were
fent in purfuit of them, and whom they
cut in pieces; the fans-culotte general
Olignier, who was ordered to march
againft the royalifts, and protect the pa-

Ca - triots,
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triots, having thought it more prudent
to keep at ten leagues diftance.

From Laval they ‘marthed to Vitri, a
place which was reprefented as a moft
advantageous and formidable pafs, of
which alfo they took pofleffion, as the
conventional generaliffimo had effected
its evacuation, though he had every
means of refiftance, and might Ifave
ftopped the march of the enemy, fince
the place was fortified, had a garrifon of
four thoufand men, and was provifioned
for more than a month. This place,
which the inhabitants, after the departure
of the garrifon, would-have defended, if
they had not been forbidden, was taken ;
~ and the royilifts, after defeating fome
ather corps which were fent fucceffively
againft chem, marched on without fur-
ther refiftance to the coafts through
Avranches to Grandville. -

Grandville is a fea-port town on that-

: part
5
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part of the coaft which fronts the iflands
of Jerfey and Guernfey, ftretching north
and fouth, and forming a right angle
with the coaft that goes'towards St. Ma-
loes and Breft, of which the famous
mountain of St. Michel is the point. It
is the only port on that coaft; and the
pofleffion of it would have given the
royalifts the advantage of*immediate
communication with their allies, the emi-
grants and the Englith, and the means
of fecuring the moft effetive fuccour.
As they had paffed through a large
tra& of country with fo little interrup-
tion, they did not expect much refift-
ance where the means of making it were
fo few ; and therefore concluded they
could repulfe the garrifon of Grandville
which had marched out to meet them,
and make themfelves mafters of that im-
portant place as eafily as they had gained
the reft. They took pofleflion of the
fuburbs ; but when they prepared to fcale
: Cj3 the
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the walls, they found a refiftance which
they had little expe®ed. The firft hero
that fell was the mayor in the habit of
his office, who had taken the command
of the principal poft. The royalift ar-
tillery made great ravages, and the houfes
in the fuburbs afforded the affailants-
confiderable fhelter. The befieged fet
fire to thefe houfes, and the attack be-
came ftill more defperate ; the royalifts
were often driven down the ramparts, -
and the rocks that overhung the town
ftreamed with blood. )
This battle lafted near thirty ‘hours 3
and I have been told by one of my ac-
quaintance who fought on the republi-
can fide, that the fpetacle was truly
fublime. Not only every man, but every
woman and every child, was that day a
warrior : the artillery was ferved by the
children, who, forming chains from the
arfenal to the ramparts, conveyed the
ammunition, while the women were
em-

-
o
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employed in affifting their hufbands,
brothers, and fathers, and preventing
the flames of the houfes in the fuburbs
from communicating to thofe in the
town.

The royalifts were at length repu'fed
with great lofs by this handful of repub-
licans, and all the important advantages
which they reafonably expefted from
this expedition failed. They were
forced to retreat back to the Loire, and
in this retreat they might have been
completely cut off: but the cowardly.
and debafing genius of - fans-culottifm
again prefided; for Roflignol kept at.
feven leagues diftance with his army at
the moment of the perilous paffage at.
Dol ; and when the royalifts had effcéted
it, he brought up his troops, who were
completely routed, and driven back to-
Rennes.

The royalift army in their retreat laid
ﬁcge to Angers, which was defended,

Cs bravely
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bravely by the garrifon, and the inhabi.
tants, in the abfence of Roflignol. At
Meaux, the royalifts were defeated with
great lofs by Wefterman. Having di-
vided themfelves into two columns, they
attempted to pafs the Loire at Chateau-
briant and Ancenis ; but their good for-
tune fled when the fans-culotte general
" had ceafed to command. At Ancenis
they were again routed with great
flaughter, and the paflage of the Loire
was cffeCted with a very confiderabls
lofs. ' a

The republicans weie ihis aeliveisd
. from an apprehenfion of feeing the roy-
alifts at Paris, which, from the treafon
or ignorance of the generals, they had-at
one moment fully expected. While
Wefterman was purfuing the advantages
he had gained on the north fide of the
Loire, the army in the weft dgfcated the
royalifts at Sallais, near Chollet ; where
the heroic Barra, a youth of thirteen years

of
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of age, was killed. The ifland of Noir-
moutier, the key of the infurgent depart«
ments on the fide of the fea, which had
{erved not only as a depdt, but alfo as
the place of retreat for thofe who, though
attached to the caufe of royalty, did
not like to fhare its dangers, was at-
tacked ; and after a fevere confli&t, in
which the conventional troops had’to
contend with the waves as well as the
fire of the enemy, the town was taken,
and great quantities of ftores fell into

their hands. o
After the capture of the ifland, the ge~
nerals and reprefentatives, Bourbotte and
Turreau, ordered it to be furrounded ;
and a ftri&t examination brought forth a
great number of priefts and other roy-
- alifts, men and women, chiefly of high
rank—the eflence, as they were called,
of the catholic army, who had hid them-
felves in the woods and the rocks from the
fury of the conventional foldiers. Thefe
Cs unhappy |
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. unhappy fugitives were dragged to the
tree of liberty, with general Delbec at .
their head, where in prefence of the army
they were coolly murdered.

- LET-
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LETTER IL

THE inhabitants of Nantes had not
long to meditate on the horrors which
were approaching, for Carrier returns.
The convention had already decreed,
that every city which either gave pro-
tection to the rebels, or did not repel’
them withallthemeans inits power, thould
- be razed to the ground, and the property
ofits inhabitants be confifcated to the pro-
fit of the republic. To exterminate *the
royalifts of the Vendée” it was neceffary
to conquer them ; but here the peace-
able inhabitants of cities were to be de-
ftroyed, and the evidence of _the crime
-was only to be found in the confcience
of the executioner. Nantes, feated on
the Loire, which empties it{elf into the
fea fome Jeagues beyond it, was one of’
Cé6 - the -
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the moft confiderable and moft commer-
cial cities in France. Its inhabitants
were rich, and, what is not always the
concomitant of riches, were diftinguithed
for their difintereftnefs and patriotifm.
They had beheld with the fame horror
as every other friend to liberty the fuc-
cels of the confpirators of the 31ft of
May, and the tyrants had marked their
perfons for vengeance, and their im-
menfe property for pillage. '

A revolutionary committce was firft
appointed to examine into this ¢ arifto-
cracy of commerce and wealth ;” and this
committee, as might havebeen expected,
was compofed of thofe whofe chara&ters
ftood higheft, in the eftimation of the re-
prefentatives, for cruelty or wickednefs.
‘Togivethis committeeits proper energy,
a company of revolutionary foldiers was
formed, who were to be the fbirri of the
committee, and whofe occupation was

fufficiently marked by the name they af-
fumed,
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fumed, which was that of the company
‘of Marat. Thusarmed with the decrees
of the convention, and having troops of
murderers of various denominations at
his command, in revolutionary coms:
mittees, popular focieties, adminiltrative
bodies, and Maratift foldiers, Carrier be-
gan his operations in Nantes onthe priefts
who were condemned to bani(hment,
.Thofe men were waiting to undergo the
punithment to which the law condemned
them, for obftinate perfeverance in honeft
ignorance ; a punifhment which it is af-
ferted the circumftances of the times re-
quired. As the law was pronounced,
it does not appear that the convention
had authorifed Carrier to change the fen-
tence. This, however, he undertook ;
the priefts were put on board a lighter
which had a fous-pape, or falfe bottom,
and then conduéted info the middle of
the Loire ; where, except two who ef-
caped by fwimming, they were all
' drowned,

'
v
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drowned. Carrier wrote an account of
this expedition to the convention, and,
with a kind of felf-complacent exulta-
tion, claimed merit for the novelty and
effe@ of the meafure.—¢ Quel torrent re-
volutionnaire que la Loire #!” The. con-
vention applauded the idea, and ordered
Carrier’s difpatches to be inferted in thelr
gazeuc, the bulletin.

The committee of public fafety,
though it might think the drowning of
refraory priefts a pleafant thing, were
not perhaps aware that Carrier would
take advantage of their good humour.
Unfortunately for the inhabitants of
Nantes, Carrier mifconftrued their ap-
probation as an invitation to proceed in
his career; and having, with his fword
drawn, at the tribune harangued the ja-
cobins of Nantes on their duties, ex-
plaining and enforcing the inftructions

# What a revolutionary tocrent is the Loire !

hc.



( 39 )

he had himfelf received, in order to in-
flame them with the fame revolutionary
zeal, he began to extend his plan of
operations. The revolutionary com-
mittee had determined that a great con-
fpiracy exifted in Nantes, and that the
rich, who were ariftocrates par privilge,
were the confpirators, They ordered
accordingly all perfons fufpetted of
having been concerned in this confpiracy
to be arrefted, and to be fent to Paris to
be tried ; decreeing, that whoever refifted
thould be fhot, whoever fled fhould be
declared an emigrant, and ordering all
thofe whofe names were publifhed to {ur-
render themfelves in three days ; forbid-
ding every one, wives, fifters, or daugh-
ters, under {evere penalties, to folicittheir
releafe.  Three hundred and thirty-two
perfons were arrefted on this pretence.
About one hundred of them we faw
brought to Paris in waggons; bound like
felons, for the reft had perifhed from the

exceflive
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exceflive cruelties which they had under-
gone ; and we were made to believe that
thefe men, who were diftinguifhed in
Nantes for their probity and patriotifmn,
were rebels of the Vendée whom the re-
prefentative had fent up to treat the Pa-
rifians with a jpedacle, knowing their
prefent talte for bloody fights; and it
was expeCted that they would have
been fhot in the plain of Sablons,
under the direion of Collot; but this
never took place.

In the mean while Carrier fwelled the
revolutiararytorrent at Nantes with other
noyades, of which it appears that there
were twenty-three expeditions. Thele
noyades, or drowning fcenes, were at
6irft throuded in the darknef(s of night;
put familiarity with crimes having worn
off all (hame, they were afterwards exe-
cuted in open day. There was alfo fome
appearance of regard for the fufferings of
thefe-unhappy victums in the beginning,

© . fince
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fince they were left ignorant of the fata
that awaited them till the moment
of execution; believing that they were
only going to be transferred to Belle-Ifle,
an ifland at the ‘mouth of the river.
There was fomething like mercy alfo in
the conftruction of the drowning-boats,
fince the drawing of a bar of iron in-
gulphed the vi¢tims in an inftant ; and
Carrier, in his firft difpatches to the con-
vention, bad the modelty as well as the
ingenuity of his prototype Anicetus,
who,” hiftory fays, propofed this mode

" o A, L% e ecetely mennelna *
o Ne: Ty afia Turniined niini win eXcured

for drowning his mother*. But the

* The freedman Anicetus furnithed an expedient,
He propofed to conftruét a veflel, which when at fea
fhould fuddenly open in the midde, by which meang
Agrippina. would inftantly perith. That a number
of accidents happened at fea; and that if Agrippina
loft her life ina thipwreck, who would be fomalicious
#s to call that a crime which was the fault of the
winds and waves !-—See Morceaux Choifis de Tacite,
par M. d’Alembert,

crimes

»
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crimes of thefe monfters being at length
naturalizedinto manners, they grew weary
of common murders, and invented new
modes of deftruction. Other veflels were
fitted up for the reception of prifoners,
which had various conveniences, among
others a falle & manger (a dining-room),
where Carrier and his committee fome-
times fealted. In thefe veflels the pri-
foners were confined till a noyade was

" to take place. At one time eight hun-

dred perfons of both fexes, and of dif-.
ferent ages, from fiftcen to fourfcore,
were precipitated into the river, -Where.
the love of life difcovered itfelf in thefe.
unfortunate vi&ims by clinging to the
barges, when in the ftruggle their hands
became untied, the murderers amufed
themfelves with cutting them with their -
“ bres, or knocking them on the head
ith their poles. Some of thofe victims
ere deftined to die a thoufand deaths ;
nocent young women were unclothed
in
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in the prefence of the monfters’; and, to
add a deeper horror to this infernal act
of cruelty, were tied to young men, and
both were cut doewn with fabres, or
thrown into the river; and . this kind of
murder was called a republican marriage.
Thefe noyades, where fimple drown-
ing was the only fuffering, might be con-
fidered as happy deliverances compared
with the fufferings of thofe that remained
in prifon. The wretched prifoners were
heaped on each other in fuch numbers,
that the air became abfolutely peftilen-
tial, and the keepers were employed con~

tinually in removing the dead.
~ Delicate women, the wives and daugh-
ters of thofe who. were made prifoners
in the royalift army, expofed to the in~
clemency of the winter in the damp of
3 dungeon, crowded together upon their
ftraw in order to fhelter themfelves from
the cold; and many a heart-breaking
family fcene prefented ufclf to thofe
whofs
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whofe humanity led them to take away

-the children of royalifts under thirteen

years of age, which the law permitted.
A mother with four daughters, of which
one was under fourteen, formed one of
thefe groups, A citizen of Nantes went
into the dungeon to fee if there was any
object on which he might exercife his
charity. He took up this young girl,
crawling for weaknefs at her mother’s
fect, with the intention of conveying her
home; while her fifters, being a few
years older, were doomed to perith. But
to perith together now feemed their only

. confolation ; they refufed to part; and

fome degree of violence was ufed to force
away the child, who foon after the mur-
der of her family died of a broken heart.

But noyades were not the only mode
of murder: the fufillades were introduced
at Nantes as they had been pratifed at
Lyons. © Men, women in a ftate of preg-

- mancy, boys and girls were killed with

the
\ .
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the bayonet, or fhot without difcriminae
tion, and without the formality of a fen-
tence ; and the executions were {o mul-
tiplied, that the national guard were em-
ployed for fix weeks in burying the per-
fons whom they had maffacred: Among
the multitudes deftined to die, fome have
as it were returned to life, and given us
their hiftory ; a few efcaped by {wim-
ming; others recovered after having been
fhot.. A young married woman of rank,
who was put into a fufillade with her
hutband, although fhe received three
balls in her body, was found alive the
next morning by thofe who came to
throw the dead into the pits. She had
fufficient ftrength to implore their mercy,
" and they had the humanity to refer her
cafe to the commiflary. The commiffary
at firft ordered the fentence to be again
put into execution: but falling at his feet
fhe reprefented the injuftice and cruelty
of making her undergo a fecond death,

and
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and that the unfkilfulnefs ‘or negligence
of the executioners ought not to fubject
her again to punithment. The commif-
fary was foftened, and confented that
her life thould be fpared, provided fhe
wouldbecomea fick nurfe in the hof-
pitals, where the perfon who related the
anecdote to me faw her employed.

Some flight forms were obferved in
the execution of the decrees of the con-
vention in the beginning of thefe maf-
facres, and the ferocity of Carrier was

fometimes checked by the reprefenta- .

tions of the conftituted authorities, and
fometimes arrefted by the oppofition of
the judges. Carrier had pamed two
wretches to thé office of head execution-
ers, who had general orders for drowning
whenever they had leifure. The public
accufer, who, though a timid old man,
had oppofed a fecond general noyade
which thefe ruffians were about to make,
was fent for by Carrier, who faid to him,

7 . ¢ It
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“ It is you then, you old wretch, who
take upon you to oppofe my orders !
Take notice, that if the prifons be not
emptied in two hours, I will guillotine
you and the whole commiffion.” The
poor old man was affrighted, fell fick

inftantly, and died Jmprecatmg curfes
on Carrier.

Afier this leffon to the Judgcs, no one
thoughe of refifting Carrier’s revolution~ -
ary impulfe. The royalifts who were
made prifoners, and thofe who laid down
their arms, came into Nantes and met
with the fame fate. Pregnant women,
who were under the protection of a fpe-
cial decree, were murdered, and more
than fix hundred children, formally ex-
cepted by the law as being under the age
of fifteen, were drowned, notwithftanding
the obfervation hazarded by the prefi-
dent of the tribunal, who was an{fwered
by the monfer, ¢ All, all without ex-

ception ;
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ception ; there can be no difficalty in
the cafe.”

Even thefe are but flight offences com-
pared to certain atrocities that are -al-
leged againft him ; the tyrants of an-
tiquity are *“quite thorn of their beams ;"
Caligula, Nero, and all that antient hif-
tory records of ftrange murders, is ob-
{cured in our remembrance by the cruelty
of Carrier. Former.tyrants and aflaffins
when compared to him appear but mo-
derés; and Caligula’s famous exclama-
tion refpe&ting the people of Rome is
loft in the afflition of Carrier, when he
regretted to his colleague Laingelot,
who paffed through Nantes in his way
to Breft, the lunits by whicix_he was con-
fined in the execution of national juftice,
having only the Loire for the extent of
his operations : ¢ Oh, what a happy fel-
low willyou be,” he adds, ¢ happier far
than Iam! You will have the fz for your

expeditions,

\
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expeditions, and a fleet of fips at your
command 1" '

This revolutionary, or rather counter-
revolutionary, impulfe was not confined
to Nantes. The countryaround was fub-
jeCted to the fame horrors. Whole com-
munes were extirpated ; and the peace-
able inhabitants of different places, whom
the murderers had affembled together,
and who had never taken arms or given
encouragement to the rebels, were maf-
facred without diftin&ion; women and
children, magifltrates dreflfed in their

{carfs, going out to meet and welcome

the conventional troops ; thoufands of

citizens under arreft, infurgents who had

furrendered themfelves, peafants work-
ing in the fields, all fell alike the vitims
of this defolating fury.

The {cent of blood was become {o in-
ftin&ive with thofe revolutionary mif-
fionaries in the Vendée, that though
none of them could raife. themfelves to
~ Vou. 111 D Carrier’s
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Carrier’s fublimity of wickednefs, there
were many who, according to his own
declaration®, practifed very fucce(sfully
as amateurs.

Of the various calamities inflicted on
this unhappy country, my imagination,
melancholy as it is, could never furnith
me with images ftrong enough to paint
the horror, nor can any beneficial effect
be produced on the mind by dwelling
on evils fo terrible ; fince I believe that
the heart grows. hard, that the feelings
become deadened, by the long contem-
plation of fo wide a wafte of ruin. As
the wretch who is ftretched under the
hands of torturing executioners is faid
to feel pain but toa certain point, except

* « Vous voyez,’ dit Carrier, “ que cette décla-
ration ne s’applique pas 4 moi, mais 2 tous les repié-
fentans du peuple dans la Vendée.”’

¢ You fee;” fays Carrier,  that this declaration

_isapplicable not to me, but to all the rc'i){'cfentati‘;eu

of the people in the, Vendée.”
when'
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when fome life-ftring, that has fubmitted
only to the general compreffion, becomes
more poignandy affected by fome partial
application ; fo we hear of noyades, fufil-
lades, mitraillades, and guillotinades, with
the dullnefs of fettled forrow, unlefs
when roufed to' exertion at fomg tale of
particular and atrocious horror.

But when the hiftorian, whofe faithful
pencil muft'trace the hideous features of
this Veadean war in all their deformity,
fhall defcribe fcenes which I dare not
name, let no one, becaufe he may con-
fider fuch crimes as fcarcely within the
verge of human poffibility,doubtthatthey
have been committed ; fince the events
of the laft five years, which have fome-
times led us into regions of hitherto un-
difcovered beauty and fublimity, have
alfo dragged our relu&ant fteps into dens
of undefcribed and unknown montfters,

whofe exiftence we had never till now
believed. '

D2 LET-
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LETTER UL

TH E committee of public fafety,
having fecured its permanence in the

diGatorlhip through the complaifance -

of the convention, which with loud and
lively applaufés renewed its powers, for
. the fake of form, at the end of each month
as they expired, grew bolder in its pro-
je&s, and, not fatisfied with revolution-
izingthe republic aftertheir own maaner,
aflerted that their neighbours ought alfo
to be made happy by tafting the fweets
of the fame dneflimable liberty. it had ge-
nerally been underftood, that the prefent
war was the war only of the'Englith mi-
nifter ; and that the people of England,
Ahough wellwitherstothecaufeof freedom,
were_not fufficiently powerful to coun-
teraé the defigns of the adminiftration.

: As

-
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As Jong-as this opinion of the apathy of
the Englifh prevailed, we had lived it
tolerable fecurity ; for it was difficult to
perfuade the French, notwithftanding the
experience they had of the late war, that
« free people would twice wafte its trea-
fure and its ftrength; in fo thort a period,
againft nations ftruggling into freedom.
T he treafon of Toulon, however, awak-
encd the French from their dream. of the
bonbommie of the Britith nation towards
them; and nothmg was naw talked of
but the cowardly and fcroezpus Englifh,

and marching to Cartbags. -

. In this language more was meart than,
was ohvioys tq a common obferver; for
it was the bufinels of the committe¢ of
government to work up the people toa
firong degree of national batred, in or- -
der to carry into effect a plan of invafion
which they were meditating, although its
impraticability had been demonftrated
bg thofe with whom they advi(ed,.and who-

D 3 were
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were more converfant on the fubje&t than
themfelves; and at length they received
the fulleft and moft fatisfatory evidence
that the Englifh were not atall inclined to
make the experiment to which they were
invited. In the mean time the crimes of
the Englith government were the ftand-
ing order of the day at the jacobins;
and had it not been for the fpur given
to malignity by thefe declamatary ha-
rangyes, nothing coul have been more
amufing than their ftyle.

*One of the méft diftinguithed of thefe
performers:jn politics was the tragedian

. v r ! ‘ o
"' 7 of Lyons. ¢ We are now entering,”

fays Collot, * into the confcience of
Pitt, into that volcano which vomits

. forth every crime. We have traverfed

" # this mortiferous and peftilential lava ;

let us now march up to the ctater, I
mean the Englith government. If this
government was not inherently bad,
Pitr could “not have found the means

of

-
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of being fo abominable. 1 would not
put this government into competition
with that of France. This would be
comparing the excefs of every vice,
with the aflemblage of every virtue;
a government,” adds this orator, juft
returned from Lyons reeking with the
blood of thoufands of innocent vic-
tims, ““ fuck as Heaven ought to have
given tq all nature; while the other is
vicious, wanting all the virtues which we
efteem, and filled with every thing that
is beld in abhorrence amengft us.”
Although Robefpierre had. for cetain -
reafons thrown off his pack, the jacebins,
in purfuit of the crjmes of the Englify
government, he did not permit any of,
them without chaftifement to follow too
clofe. One orator propofed fending in-
ftantly a handred cannon to effablith
liberty on the banks of the Thames; and,
as a preparatory ftep, to put to death all
D the
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the remains of the Briffotine fation, and
all the toads of the mar/b who were endea-
vouring to creep up the mountain. Such
were the denominations of the feventy-
- three imprifoned deputies, and thofe of
the republicans who ftill remained in the
convention. As Robefpierre had not
been confulted, there was an audacity in
the propofition which provoked his
warme(t indignation. "He admitted that
the propofition was extraordinarily po-
pular, and revolutienary to the twentieth
degree; but, as a punitbment for its
rathnefs, he condemned the fpgaker to an
exclufion from the fociety; as well as
another member who toak up his de-
fence, and talked of the defpotifm of
opinion. Robefpierre immediately mark-
ed bim on the fpat with the feal of re-
probatien, by declaring, as a psoof of the
culprit’s criminality, that, when a jury.
man of the revolutionary tribunal, he had

" given
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given hig verdi& in favour of Miranda,,
who was known to be thé great and firm
fupport of the Briffotine faction.
The jacobins were aftonilhed that for

well-informed a nation as the Englifh. °

fhould be reduced to fo pitiable a con-
dition as that of being ruled by mon-
fters and wvolcanos; and this wonder
grew till Robefpierre, who had hitherto
kept filence except when a member be-
came ultra-revolutionary, told them they
were all in the wrong. « It is to no:
purpofe,” fays he, ¢ to talk tothe En-
glith about their government, or attempt
to make them better; for you are all
very much deceived if you think that
either the morals or underftanding of the-
Englifh nation are at all to be compared.
with the French. They are two hun-
dred years behind you, and hate you
with a very conftant and perfect hatred.
If therefore you wifh to inform them,.
you muft accommodate yourfelves to

Dj their
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their incapacity, and adapt your lan-
guage to their comprehenfion *.”
Robefpierre put an end to this jaco-
binical difcuffion, fo kindly meant for the
information of their unhappy neighbours,

upon

® It appears that Voltam: was of a different opi-
hion from Robefpierre. ¢ The Italians,”” fays he,,
s¢ till the time of Muratori, have never been think-
ers ; the French have thought only by halves ; but
the Englifh, becaufe their wings have never been

_ clipt, have flown to heaven and become the precep-

tors of the world, &c.”

Had Voltaire lived at this ficriod, and efcaped the
guillotine, he would perhaps have applied to Robef-
pierre the obfervation he made on Marat, who had
juft then written a great book in order to demolifk
the Newtonian philofophy, and make a revolution in
all fciences, particularly the fcience of anatomy;
¢ that he was more fitted to calumniate mankind,
than to ana]yfe them.”

It is not in the heat of revolutlons that the true
chara&ers of their a&ors can be appreciated, and
perhaps calumny never{ported with reputations more
ftrangely than during the political confliGs which
have happened in France. Robg j))tm': and patriotifm

' have
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upon feeing new dangers preffing round
him which it was neceflary for him to
make the order of the day. He had

arrived

have been fynonymous terms ; Marat loft his own
name in that of the friend of the people ; and the new
term for robbery and pilfering was drifor-er. Of
_ the extent of Robefpierre’s patriotifm the evi-
dence has been written in the blood of the innume-
rable viGtims of his tyranny. Marat is now confi-
dered as a mifchievous madman ; but his chara&er
has never been well analyfed, except in a fketch
which Briffot has drawn of him in a work written
during his laft captivity, which 1 have read in ma-
nufcript, and from which I fhall tranfcribe the por-
trait of Marat. See Appendix, No. II. 1 ‘take
this opportunity of mentioning that this pofthumous
work of Briffot, which will foon be publithed for
the benefit of his amiable widow and her children, is
written with the moft affeing fimplicity, candour,
and truth.- It is the hiftory of an honeft man, who
was devoted to liberty from his earlielt years, and
whofe life was one continued ftruggle in its caufe.

It appears from this work, that Briffot had
been from his youth a republican in his political
principles, and a fceptic in religion. He was one of

D6 - the
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arrived to fuch a point of defpotifm in
the fociety, that thofe who had any cou-
rage were difpofed to revolt, and thofe
who were cowards were in a conftant

the fubverters of the French monarchy ; but with
the fame firmnefs with which he had reje&ted the
. millions offered to him by the court, he refufed to
participate in the crimes which ftained tl‘xc republic,
and preferred being their viGtim. His fceptical er-
rors in religion he fhared in common with all men
of letters in France; who univerfally confider infi-
delity as infeparably conne&ed with philofophy, and
whofe ignorance in matters of religion is only equal- .
led by their arrogance in reje@ing what they have

not examined. Briffot’s Memoirs are replete with

anecdotes of celebrated charaéters, both in France

and England : they are written in the manner of
Rouffeau’s Confeflions: the writer develops himfelf
to the world, and takes the fame liberty with his

acquaintance.

The French rcpubhc has already reinftated the
memory of Briffot. Already his name is pronoun-
ced with reverence, as one of the founders of that’
republic, as the benefaltor and the martyr of his
country.

Y

ftate
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ftate of terror. He had fathioned the
fociety to his own purpofes by an epyrae
tiom, in which all thofe who were not
deemed to have opinions conformable to
his own, or energy fufficient to execute
great defigns, were excluded. But it was
not without musmur that he was fuffered
to bear his faculties fo imperioufly : there
were fome who looked back to their
high eftate with thame, that fo contemp-
tible a tyrant fhould have outrun their
popularity.

Among the follies.of the day were the
reports of Barrere; who, as he was pro-
fefledly the lacquey of the tyrants, was
appointed to be their trumpeter at the
tribune. His repoits were o extravagant,
and fo full of falfehood, that they at
length- became proverbial ; and when we
meant to exprefs our difapprobation of
any thing at once filly and atrocious, we
were accuftomed to obferve that it was a

4 ‘car-

~
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carmagnol® 1 la Barrere. “For a free
people to have peace,” fays he, ¢the only
way is to exterminate all defpots. The
French republic can only fecure peace
by diftating that peace to the world ;
then it will be lafting. Eet us takea
view of the forces in array againft us —
Look at them—there are the Englith—
the Irith—the Scotch—the Hanoverians”
(He might have added. the Shetlanders,
and the people of the Ifle of Man)—
¢ Auftrians, Bohemians, Hungarians,
Flemifh”—(He might have enumerated
the people of the Black Foreft, and the
prince of Furftenburg)—¢¢ Neapolitans,
Piedmontefe, Italians, and. Papilts, &c.”
In this mode of enumierating, Barrere
_» might have counted enemies -

¢t Thick as the leaves that ftrew the brooks
¢ In Vall’ Ombrofa :**

s

* The epithet which, in contemptuous pleafantry,

he himfelf beftowed upon his reports.
and
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-and a plain man, who had no great fkiil
in thofe matters, would have fallen into
the fame error as the hoft, who being
called up on a dark night by a Spanifh
traveller, and informed that don John-
Jerome-Francifco-Pedro, with a mul-
titude of other chriftian names, fur-
names, and titles, was arrived, anfwered
from his chamber-window, that they muft
go on to the town at a few miles diftance,
for that he had not room for a twentieth
part of the company.

The commune of Paris, who had ht-
therto met with no oppofition to the va-
riety of reformation which they had pro-
pofed, who bad co-operated in the over-
throw of government on the 31ft of May,
and who had fince, of their own autho-
rity, annihilated the religion of the
country, conceived that they might with
equal facility take the regulation of both
church and {tate into their awn hands,
and difburthen the convention of the

weight.
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weight. They thought that thofe who
had contributed to gain the vittory ought -
to fhare in the fpoils; they beheld with:
uneafinefs the growing influence of their
accomplices.in the convention, and re-
folved not to fuffer the continuance of
this ufurpation without remonftrance.
The ambitiods members of the com-
mune were not fupported upon this oc-
cafion by their allies the jacobins; for
Peyreira, Proly, and Defieux, who had
hitherto influenced that club, had now
obje@s in view more gratifying to their
feelings than difputes about the divifion
of fupreme power, fince they had gain.
ed a fufficient portion to enable them to
condu& the operations of that fhare of
the government which they had taken.
under their more immediate protetion,
which was the regulation of the finances.
Robefpierre, whofe aim was permanent
authority, did not fuffer the depredations-
of his jacobin agents'to pafs unnoticed..
He
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He found that the ftability of his govern-
ment would be endangered if fuch en-
croachments on his adminiftration were
fuffered to continue; and accordingly
took a revolutionary meafure, and put
them into prifon as dilapidators of the
public fortune. Among thefe dilapida-
tors were the moft altive perfecutors of
the fallen party of the Gironde. The
chiefs of the municipality, who had hi-
therto been the agents of Robefpierre,
were alarmed at the imprifonment of
their co-adjutors, the chiefs of the jagos
bins; ang did not well brook returning
to their primitive infignificancy, and
leaving their accomplices in tranquil
poflcion of the power they had helped
them to ufurp. The firt fymptom of
rebellion was' the deaunciation which.
Hebert made again{t Barrere at the ja<
cobins’. It was not fufficient to hill the
nation into defpotifm by promifing it
the freeft of all poffible conflitutians;

’ the
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the conqueft of all the kingdoms of the
world, and kings brought in fetters to
Paris, were alfo promifed with as much
facility to the good people of the repub-
lic, as the knight of La Mancha difpofed
of governments and iflands to his trufty
fquire. Among- other fplendid affur-
ances, Barrere had proclaimed from the
tribune, that the war in the Vendée
fhould be finifhed on the 1t of Novem-
ber. To fave his credir, the prophet

* appeared at the tribune at the ap-

pointed time; and becaufe the royal-
ifts were marching victorioufly from
the Vendée acrofs the country, to the

‘northern coafts, he confidently aflured

the convention that the Vendée exifted
no longer. Hebert’s affertion was,wé‘l[
founded, that at the moment when Bar-
rere pronounced their defiruttion they
were in greater force than ever; but as
to doubt the reports, the infallibility, or
the reafoning of the committee of pub-

lic fafery was an act of treafon againfk

. the




( 67 )
the rcpublic,' this crime of Hebert was
not forgotten. The commune of Paris
perceived that the committee of public
fafety had obtained an abfolute power
over the convention, and took meafures
to provide againft it, by advertifing a
fyftem dire&ly oppofite to that of the
committee, which they judged would be
more acceptable to the people, and efta-
blith their own popularity. They, who
had been the contrivers of every infure
rection; who had prompted to every mur-
der, and had demanded at the bar of the
convention that serror thould continue to
be the order of the day; that all pricfts
whatever fhould be difmiffed from all
fun@ions civil and milizary ; that the
prifoners of the Temple, the children
of the late king, fhould be fent to
the common prifons on the ground
of equality, and that all perfons who
had gone to their country houfes
thould be ordered, on pain of being fufs -

peced,
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pe&ted, to come into town, in order pro-
bably tobe maffacred more convenieatly 3
became at once mild and tender-hearted.
¢ There exifts,” fays Chaumette ¥, the
procureur of the commune, ¢ a confpi-
racy to divide patriotss #e and the
mountain-members of the convention
have been from the beginning of the re-
volution the firmeft fupparts of liberty,
and it is alfo againft us that calumny di~
rects its principal efforts, The revolu-
tionary committees, led aftray by perfidi-
ous men, are ofign the infiruments.of
thefe abominable machiratiops. We muft
aflemble the members in a general coun-
cil ; we muft tell them that it ig time for
de{potilintoceafe; for the father no longer
to demand in vain the liberty of his fon.

* Chaumette was at the beginning of the revoli-
tion a fhop-boy, and afterwards a. hackney-writer.
Hebert was a candle-fnuffer at one of the theatres;
and afterwards a receiver of the entrance money 3
from which place he was driven for his difhonefty.

S ' unjuftly

A E———
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unjuftly torn from him 3 the hufband that
of his wife, and the brother that of his
brother. L.et us teach tyrants that man
1s the citizen of his country, and notthe
flave of defpotifm.” The procureur in
confequence demanded that ten mem-
bers of each revolutionary committee
fhould be called to the general council,
to labour conjoindy with the committee
of public fafety, and that two members
only fhould remain in each committee to
watch over the execution of the méa-
{ures to be taken. The fenfibility of the
committee of public fafety was lefs
awakened than that «f the commune by
Chaumette’s pathetic eloquence. One of
the members talked of Bmitus and his
fons, and another remarked on the dan-
ger of rival powers, and invited the
convention to annul the decree of the
commune. The convention, finding one
tyranny fufficiently burdenfome, imme-
diately obeyed ; and the commune, like

the
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the reft of the republic, fubmitted to the
yoke. - ) :

The commune was not the only rival
with which Robefpierre had to contend 5
for though a feeling of common danger
had produced between men who were
difcordant in every thing but wicked-
nefs, an alliance—when that danger was
paft, there was no tie remaining by which
they might continue to be united. It is
the punifhment of tyrants and villains to
live in continual terror of each other; and
this was the fate of thofe who had con-
{pired to overturn the republic, and who
" had deftroyed thofe virtuous friends of
liberty by whom it was founded. Robef-
pierre feared, that the fame means which
he, with the aid of the commune of Pa-
" ris, had employed againft the Gironde,
might be again put in pratice to over-
throw bimfelf; and as he faw that the
commune afpired to independence, and
had already given figns of an ambitious

{pirir,
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{pirit, he dreaded left fome rival might
ftart up, who, with more generofity and
larger promifes, might puth him from
his feat, This rival he faw in the per-
fon of Danton, who, with greater talents
than Robefpierre, and with a mind
fomewhat lefs atrocious, had from natu-
ral indolence negleted to cultivate that
{ort of popularity which would foon have
raifed him to be the chief of this cabal.
Of this party were Camille Defmoulins,
the author of the libel againft the Gi-
ronde, which was publifhed at the time
as an addrefs from Paris to the depart-
ments ; Fabre d’Eglantine, who was an
intriguer, with more addrefs and lefs ho-
nefty than Camille ; La Croix, who was
a wretch covered with crimes—venal,
bafe, and treacherous; a.compound of
the moft thocking vices; who had been
fucceffively paid by the court and the
foreign powers, and whofe fervices were
at the difpofal of thofe who could beft
© reward
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reward them. There were others of lefs
note, fuch as Philippeaux, who had been
‘a ‘mountaineer of the lower region, and
who, though fharing in the iniquity of
his party, had been lefs active than the
reft in the commiffion of crimes. He
had incurred the fufpicion of honefty
from the account he publithed of the
iniquity of the war in the weftern de-
partments; but he ftrongly conrended
for his fhare in the general villany, as
the friend of Marat, and the murderer
of the Gironde. Thefe men had enly
hinted difapprobation at the excefs of
the tyranny which was then exercifed.
. But Robefpierre colleéted the whifpers
of the party before any plan was actually
arranged, and declared loudly, though
myfterioufly, both in the convention
and the jacobins’, that the republic was
in danger from the combinations of fedi-
tious ‘and perverfe men; whom he re-
prefented as new men, patriots of yefter-

day,




(713)

day, who were eager to lay hold of
the pillars of the revolution, and, by
climbing to the height of the moun-
tain, precipitate thofe who had hitherto
fat there with fo much fuccels. The
height of the mountain, was another
figure for the fummit of his kingdom,
where many of thofe whom he was about
to accufe had long afpired to the loftieft
feats, which it was impoffible all could
obtain ; :
~ ¢ Devil with devil damned
¢ Firm concord holds ;” MILTON.

but here, as the fupremacy was to be un-
divided, no two parties could exift on
equal terms at the fame time. 'The par- .
ty of Danton bhad loft much of its influ-
ence with the people by the indolence of
the chief, and the rapaicity of the fubal-
terns ; while Robefpierre had negletted
no means to obtain that dominion on
which he had perfeveringly bent his
Vor, 1II. E mind.
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smind. Under Robefpierre’s -bannets
the great majgrity -of the committee had
-enlifted ; but his fworn and facred allies
were St. Juft and Couthon, whofe fouls
were of adamantine temper. Barrere
had not yet taken all his degrees in atro-
«city, being only their lacquey, and hav-
ing nothing very-original in wickednefs,
.except the phrafeclogy he made ufe of
n its juftification.

Robefpierre now thought that it was
neceflary to his fafety to be difencum-
‘bered of the faion of the commune,
and the fation of Danton. Tt was nat
difficult’ to bring a thoufand -chdrges
againft them, of which one alone before
the great tribunal of national juftice would
have been fufficient to have direéted the
{word of national vengeance; :but.as the
accufers could proffer none of thofe
charges without criminating themfelves,
they had recourfe to the expedient of
their being accomplices -of the faction

I de
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de Petranger®, which was a moft inex-
hauftible fource for the fa‘bncauon of all
indiGments and bills fo} confpiracies.

When the committee of public fafety
‘had marked their vi€tims, it was necef-
fary to inform the convention, that they
were going to prepare the facrifice ; not
that- they feared any oppofition or re-
monftrance, but for the {zke of regula-
rity. The convention, therefore, was
inftru&ted by St. Juft, that a confpiracy
was framed by foreigners, who were
about to commit a number of horrible
things, ftarve, plunder, and murder the
good people of the republic; that this
. faCtion had already overthrown religion
and morality, and was about to form a
new f{ect of immorality, and the love of
fenfual enjoyments, from'which innocence -
and virtue had. every thing to dread ;’
that the great dlrc&ors ‘of thefe machi-

* The falion of orciguer, .
E2 . nations
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pations of the Englith court, were tfo-
reigners then at Paris, who had corrupt-
ed the agents of government; and that
it was neceffary they fhould all be pu-
nithed together.

The convention was feized with hor-
ror at hearing thole things, and with the
fame unanimity with which they had ap-
plauded Carrier’s revolutionary wit, de-
creed, as their committee ordered, that
whoever, by any at whatever, thould at-
tempt to degrade, deftroy, or put obfta-
‘cles in the way of the national conven-
tion, fhould be punifhed with death.

The faction of Hebert, Chaumette,
and Danton, were led fucceflively to the
guillotine, as I have before related.

“In order to facilitate the clearing of
the prifons, and to put in force a law juft
before pafled, that the property of all
perfons who fhould be deemed enemies
of the revolution fhould be confifcated
to the profit of the republic, and that the

: criminals
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eriminals fhould be confined in prifon tilf
the peace, when they were to be banithed
for ever ; the convention decreed, that
fix popular commiflions fhould be form-
ed to try thofe perlons fpeedily, and
thorten the labour of the revolutionary
tribunal. Other decrees of the fame co-
lour paffed at this period, fuch as mak-
ing the perfon who fhould conceal a con-
fpirator liable to the fame punifhment.
All thefe decrees the conventicn pafled,
on the fimple propofition of the com-
mittee, to whofe fatherly prote&tion the
ftate was in full confidence configned.
Had the vengeance or jealoufy of the
* tyrants been dire®ed only againft their
own accomplices; had only their affo.
ciates in wickednefs, their Heberts and
their Dantons fallen, though the accus.
fations. on which their condemnation
was founded were abfurd and ground-
lefs, there was no one who would not
have rejoiced at thofe fteps towards na- |
E3 - ~ tional
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tional deliverance. But thefe a&s of
Juftice. were very rare, while thofe of
murder were increafing every day.
Among the mafs of viims which at this
period were facrificed were the farmers-
general of France. Thefe men had never
- been favourites with the people at any
period ; their profeffion was in itfelf un-
populaf, énough } Irive never beard thas
* any of the perfons who fuffered had been
guilty of any a&s of oppreflion not al-
Ioved by the law. Thefe men were ac-
cufed of various crimes, but none wore
a more heinous appearance than a plot
which, it was afferted, they had formed
againft the health of the citizens in pre-
paring sud vending bad fouff.  There
was little hope that, when the guillotine
was the minifter’ of finance, farmers-ge-
neral could efcape: all were guilty of
pofleffing riches; all therefore perifhed.

The municipality of Sedan was led to

death ez mafs, at the fame period. They
. were
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were. accufed of being partizans of La

Fayette at the epocha of the 1oth of Au-
guft. Ignorant of the events which had

been pafling in Paris, and under mili-

tary conftraint, they had for a few days
fupported La Fayette’s pretenfions ; but
they foon difcovered their error, and ac-
cepted theamnefty that was offered them..
No new caufe of impeachment could be
brought againft them: except their great
wealth, on account of which: they were:

fent to the tribunal at Paris; where forty

of them were condemned to die. Sedan

was famous for i3 rnanufaQories, and”
thefe men were the proprietors of the’

chief efmblifhments. Their wealth, while-
. it circulated throughout Europe, fur-

N

nithed food to thoufands who- were now .

reduced to want, and their own hitherto-
epulent” families were devoted to beg-

gary and ruin.
The tyranny of thefe monfters was not
the only evil ‘with which the people of
. Eg4 France
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France had to ftruggle. Famine was
prefling on with hafty ftrides. The law
of the maximum had not only driven
away the foreign merchant, but alfo kept
at a diftance the dealer; who was accuf-
tomed to provide for the daily returning
wants of the inhabitants. The grazier
no longer drove his oxen to Paris, where
the maximum, on entering the barriers,
diminithed half their value; nor could
the butcher furnith meat, when the maxi-
.mum allowed him but half the purchafe
money of the cattle. Des caremes ci-
viques *, and other revolutionary mea-
fures of the like fort, were recommended
to the fafting multitude; but dne wag,
more indignant than the: reft, painted
well the ftate of want and cruelty to.
which Paris was thea abandoned, by
writing on the pedeftal of the ftatue
which was placed on the fpot of the pub~

* Patriotic Lents.

lic
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Tic executions: * Il n’y a de boucheris
i Paris, que fur cette place.

- This melancholy period was the fulk
completion of that prophetic moment
when Vergniaud poured out his eloquent
foul againft thofe murderers, in his fa.
mous fpeech on the trial of Lewis X VI,
¢« And ye,'induﬁriods citizens; who have
made the. revolution; ye, whofe facri-
fices are muttiplied every day in propor-
tion to the wants of your country ; what
will become of you? What will be your
refources ? What hands will wipe away
your tears ? Who will give comfort to
your families? Will you go and feek
for your pretended friends ? Ah, rather
fly from them! I will tell you what
they will anf{wer, when you fhall atk theny
for bread. They will fay, ¢* Go to the
charnel-houfes, and tear from the earth
the palpitating limbs of the corpfes which

_* The only butchery in Paris is at this place.
Eg; we
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. we have there heaped together.” Blood
and corpfes—thefe are all they will have
to offer you! ¢ You f(hudder, my fel-
low citizens ; O'! my country, I call thee
to witne(s the efforts which I make to
foatch thee from the horrble crifis into.
which thefe men would plunge thee I”
But his propheti¢ fpirit failed, when he
affured his auditors that thofe days of
mourning would never arrive. ¢ Thofe
aflaffins are_too cowardly,” fays he;
¢ thofe little Mariuses, grovelling in the:
mud of the marfh, where fled that con~
fpirator, who had at leaft fome virtues.”
Vergniaud was: miftaken® the modern
chiefs had indeed lefs courage than Ma-.
rius, but the citizens of Paris were more:
cawardly than the citizens of Rome. -

o= ’ LET~
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LETTER 1V.

THE cities of Paris and Lyons, and

the extenfive department of the Ven-'
dée, were not the only fcenes of hor-

ror which France exhibited during the .
tyranny of Robefpierre ; alas, there was
fcarcely a valley of that defolated' coun-
try, * whofe flowerets were not bruif-

cd with the tread of hoftile paces?” ™
Robefpierre could not have fo long
maintained his iron fceptre, had he not
found, to ufe‘ the words of Shakefpeare,.

¢ Slaves that took his humours for 3 Warrant,,
# To break into the bloody houfe of life,,
« And, on the winking of authority,
¢ To underftand a law.”

while Carrier ravaged the country of
the weft, and Collot d’Herbois laid the
Eé6 . opulent
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opulent city of the eaft in afthes, Le -

Bon hung like a deftroying wvulture
over the north, feafting his favage foul
with the fight of mangled carcafes ; and
Muignet confumed the lovely villages

.of the fouth in the flames f a general

conflagration. ‘The fcene of Maignet’s
proconfulate was the departments of
Vauclufe, and the mouth of the Rhone

—thofe celebrated regions for ever dear

to, the lovers of the elegant arts, where,
cheering the gloom of gothic barbarifm,
to ufe the language of Offian, ¢ the
light of the fong arofe;” where the
Troubadours ftrung their early harps,

and where the lmmortal Petrarch pour- .
ed forth his impaflioned ftrains. Di-

vine-poet! no more fhall the unhappy
lover feek for confolation in fhedding
delicious tears on the brink of that
fountain where thou haft wept for
Laura l—no more ‘fhall he haunt with

penfive
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penfive enthufiafin’ that folitary valley,’
thofe craggy rocks, thofe hanging woods,-
and torrent-ftreams, ' where thou hatt
wandered with congenial feelings, and:
to which thy ‘ténder complaints bdve
given everlafting renown !—thofe en..
chanting dreams, thofe dear illufions
have for ever vanifhed—that delicious
country, the pride of France, the gar-
den of Europe, the claflical haunt of
Petrarch no longer prefents the delight-
ful images of beauty, of poetry, of paf-
fion; the magical fpell is broken, the
foothing - charm. is diflolved; the fairy-
{cenes have been polluted, the.wizard
bowers. profaned ; the orange-groves .are
defpoiled .of their aromatic fwéetnefs ;
the waters are tinged with- blood ; ‘the :
hollow moans of calamity iffue from the -
caverns, and the (hrieks of defpair re-
echo from the cliffs ; the guillotine has -
arifen amidft thofe confecrated fhades
where love alone had reared its altars !—

4 ’ - no
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no lomger with thp name of Vauglule
is. affogiated the idea of Petrarch ; that
of Muaignet, the deftroying Maiguner,
prefents itfelf ta the huddering imagina~
tion,:and the aflpnithed foul.ftasts back
with horrore—- , , '

‘& T fee, where late the verdint landicape {miPd,

" A joylefs defart, and a dreary wild ;
-QPer all the air a direfal gloom. isfpread 3.

" Pale are the meads, and 3l their bloffome dead:;.

_The clouds of April fhed a baleful’ dew,
And. nature wears a veil of deadly hue.” ——

* One of the firft acts of Mhaignet, upon
his arrival in the department. of Vau-
clufe, was the deftruction of the village
of .Bedouin, fituated in- a country .of =

" the moft romantic beauty, and where

the benign climate fofters all the rich

produttions, of {ummer, and forms a

ftriking contrat’ w0 the etetnal foows
which cover the meuntain of Ven:oux,

at the foot of which the village is placed: - |

A f{mall trec of liberty-which had:

© been
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been. planted on- a. folitary: fpot near
Bedouin, was, during the night, torn
from the ground by fome wretches who
knew that this incident would furnifh a
pretext for pillage and devaftation, As
break of day the very perfons who were
the perpetrators of this a@, one of whony
was the preGdent of the popular fociety,,
founded a general alarm, and acenfed
the guillefs .inhabitants of Bedouin of
the facrilege commiitted againfk the hal..
lawed fymbol of freedom. - -

. Revolutionary traops wer¢™taltamly
fummoned .t4 -casry fire and fword:
throvgh the village and.texritory of Bes
dowin. ‘A munigipal commiffion was im-
mediately organized by Maignet, which
prefented itfelf wherener there was the-
hope .of fpoil, fpreading every where
defolation. and death, Five hundred
habimtions were delivered to the flames ;,
the fruits of the harvelt were confumed,
sad the mandate of Maigaet, fatal as the’

. ) fabled
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fabled wand'of an evil magjician, &ruck
the rich and luxuriant foil with fudden
fterility. The flourithing manufaétures
of 'Beddui_n thared the fate of its defola-

ted fields ; and all that was faved fromy

the general wreck were the treafures {pread
by the fruitful filk worm wupon the tops
of the tiees by which “it 1s nourithed.

A tribunal of blood was formed by the |

order of Maignet ; every: day..the de-
ftined number of viQims were imarked
"by the public accufer ; and the inhabi-
tants, who"were unable to hame the
guilty perfons, were alt “involved i
one profcription. Thofe who efcaped
the knife of the guillotine fought for
fhelter in the depths of caverns, after
the conflagration of their habitations, on
the ruins of which placards were fixed,
forbidding any perfon to approach the
fpot. The hollow cliffs re-echoed the
moans of the widow and the orphan.
Two hundred and eighty young men of

: ’ Bedouin
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Bedouin who had flown' to- the frontier
even before the requifition in order to de-
fend their country, in vain difpatch fuc-
ceffive letters, enquiring with fopd foli-
citude after their parents. Thofe gal
lant young foldiers will return to their
native village, their brows bound with
the laurels of valour. Alas! they will
find their native village but one fad
heap of ruins!—in vain they will call
upon the tender names of father, of
mother, of fitter :—a melancholy voice
will {eem to iflue from the earth that
covers them, and figh, - tbey are no more !
For thofe vi@orious warriors no car of
triumph is prepared ; no mother’s tears
of tranfport fhall hail the bleffed mo-
ment of their return; no father fhall
clafp them to his bofom with exultlng
‘joy, proud of their heroic deeds, Ah,
no! their toils, their dangcrs, and thclr
generous facrifices fhall find no recoms
penfe in the fweetnefs of domeftic af-
’ fe&tion,
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fetion; i the foothing blifs which,. after
abfence, belongs to homie l—alas ! their
homesare leveled with the ground; they
wilt fitd no fpet upon which to repofe-
fhebr wearied limbs but the graves of
their murdered patents.—
The village of Bedouin was too cone
fined a fphere for the deffroying genius:
of Maignet. His thirft of blood was not
yet allayed, his wmfte for defolation was-
not " yet gratified. A wider fcene of
ruin fired his imagination, and his crea~
tive genius furnithed the committee of
: pablxc fafety withi s model for the law
of the '22d of ‘Prairfal, which bamfhctf
all jddicial forms from’ the- revolunouary
tribunal of Paris. Maignet, after the
deftruction of Bedouin, caufed what he
termed & popular commiffion to be eret--
€d at Orange, for the purpofe of trying;
all the countcr-revolunomﬁs of the de-
partments ‘of Vauclufe, and the mouth:
of the Rhonc, without ‘any written evi-

I dence,,
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dence, and without ajury.” ¢ Twelveor
fifteen thoufand perfons are imprifoned
in thofe departments,” fays Maigner, in
a letter to Couthon; < if [ were to exes
cute the decree which orders all confpi-
rators to be brought to. Paris, it would
require an army to conduét them, and
they muft be billeted like foldiers upor
the rqad.” Maignet therefare obtzined
the: fanQion of the committee of publie
fafety, whith was given without'the
confent of - the convention,. to his plan of
forming a popular commiffion at Orange.
The committee ' of public fafety
‘namedthe judges, who by their conduét
juflified the difcesnment with which they
were chofea, and proceeded with revo-
" lutionary rapidity in their work of death.
¢ You know,” fays the fecretary of the
commiffion, in a letter to Payan, he
fituation of Orange ; the ‘guillatine. is.
placed in the front of the mountain, and
it feems as if the heads: in falling, paid it
x the |



( 92 )
the homage it deferves.” Sometimes
however the ‘majority of the judges of
Orange complain in their letters of two
of their colleagues, whofe con{ciences had
not altogether attained the height of - the-
tevolution.  Faurety, the prefident of
the commiffion, {ays in a letter to Payan,
¢ Ragot, Feruex and myfelf are au pas;*-
Roman Fouvofa is a good creature, but
an adherer to forms, and a little off the:
sevolutionary point which- he ought to.
touch. Meillerit, my fourth colleague,
is good for nothing, abfolutely good for
rething in the place he oecupies; he is
fometimes difpofed to fave counter-revo-
lutionary priefts; hemuft have proofs, as at’

the ordinary sribunals of the antient fyf-

tem.”—Thofe troublefome fcruples of:

"% The military expreflion of marching au pav, to.
the beas of the drym, became a fort of cant term.
much in ufe during the tytanmy of Robefpierre ; and
adherence to the principles and doétrines of the day
was fignificd by faying je fuis au pai.

(wo.
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two of the judges were however fo.coma
pletely over-ruled by the majority of theie
colleagues, that the departments of Vau-
clufe and the mouth .of the Rhone be~
came the {cehies of :the moft horrible out«
rages againft humanity. Multitudes had
already perifhed by the murderous coma
miffion of Orange, and multitudes in the
gloom of prifons awaited the fame fate,
when the fall of Robefpierre ﬁoppcd the
torrent of human blood.  °
Amidft the mafs of far~fpread evil,
amidft the groans of . general calamity,
no doubt many a figh of private forrow
has never. reached the ear of '{ympathy,-
and many a vi&im has fallen unpitied
and unknown. Some of the martyrs of:
Maignet’s tyranny have, however; found -
a ¢ fad hiftorian of the penfive plain ;”-
and the fate of Monfieur .de- M———’s
family, which I have heard rélated much
in detail by an old female fervant who -
was the companion of their misfortunes, *
18
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ss not the. ka(t aﬁe&mg of thofe tales of
forrow. .
M. de M——, formerly'.a noble,
lived withi'his fon:an only child at Mar-
feilles, where he was generally refpected,
and where diring the ‘progrefs of the
sevolution he bad alted thepartof a firm
and eolightened patrior.  After the fatal
cvents of the 3tft of May, he became
fulpeded of _what was called federalifm
by the jacobin party, which ufurped the
power in that city, and punifhed with im-
prifonment or death all thofe who had
honourably.protefted againtt the tyranny-
of the mountain fattion. M. M-
was warned of the danger by a friend
time enough to fy from the city, accom-
panied only by an old female fervant
who entreated to fhare the fartune of.
ber mafter. His wife died fome years-
before the revolution, aad his fon, an
amiable an accomplilhed young mian of
nycnty-fo_m' years of age, had a few weeks
before
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before his father’s flight been called upon,
by the firft requifition, and had joined
the army of the Pyrenees.

M. de M——, after wandering as far as
this infirmities would permit, for although
only in his fixty- third year his frame was,
much debilitated by a long courfe of ill
health, took refuge in" a folitary habita-
tion at a few leagues diftance from Ari-,
quon, and in one of the wildeft parts of
that romantic country. The mountains
{eem to clofe the fcene upon the traveller,
till by a narrow cleft it again opens into
a fmall valley, where this little hermi-
tage, for fuch was the afpe&t of the
dwelling, was placed. This unfrequent-
ed valley was rich with pafturage, and
bounded by lofty hills, wooded cliffs,
and in fome parts by large grotefque
rocks with fharp peaks, that refe above:
the foliage of the hanging forefts.
Not far from this ruftic habitation a clear
torrent rolls with no fcanty ftream down

‘ a bold
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& bold rock, into wlnch its fall llad worh
grots and caverns, which were luxuriouf-
ly decorated with fhrubs for ever watered
by the {pray. The torrent not falling
from a very confiderable height,. pro-
duced founds more foothing than noily,
and without having the power of exciting
the fenfation of fublimity, awakened
that of penfive pleafing melancholy.
This fequeftered valley, rich in the wild
graces of nature, had efcaped the deco-
rations of Irench art, and nojets d’eaux,
clipped trees, and “alleys who have
brothers,” deformcd its folitary recefles.
Far above, and at fome diftance, arofe the
lofty mountain of Ventoux, covered
with its eternal fnows; tbhat mountain
which Petrarch climbed in fpite of the
fteep rocks that guard its afcent, and
from the fummit of which he gazed upon
the Alps, the boundary of his native

country, and fighed; or calt his looks

upon the waves of the Mediterranean
which

|
|
!
|
|
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which bathe Marfeilles, and dath them-
felves againft Aignes-Mortes; while he
faw the rapid Rhone flowing majettically .
along the valley, and the clouds rolling
beneath his feet. ‘

Such was the fcene where M. d¢ M— .
fought for refuge, and where he fhelter-
ed himfelf from the rage of his ferocious
perfecators. - He had foon after the an-
guith of hearing that his brother, who
had a place in the adminiftration of one-
of the fouthern departments,and whohad
taken an altive part on the fide of the.
Gironde, had perithed on the {caffold.
M. de M- found mezns to inform
his fiter-in-law of the place of his re-
treat, to which he conjured her to haften
with her daughrer, and fhare the little
property which he had refcued from the
general wreck of his fortune. His old |
fervant Marianne, who was the bearer of
this meffage, returned, accompanied by

his niece : her mother was no more : fhe
Vor.IIl. F . had

¥

Y
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‘bad furvived only a few weeks the death
of herhufband. The interview betveen
mademoifelle Adelaide de M and
her uncle produced thofe emotions of

overwhelming forrow that arife at the
_ fight of objetts which intereft our affec-

tions after we “have fuftained any deep

calamity ; in thofe moments the paft
ruthes on the mind with uncontrollable
~wvehemence ; and mademoifelle de M—,
after baving long embraced her uncle
with an agony thatchoked all utterance,
.at length pronaunced, in the accents of
defpair, the names of father and of
mother. .

M. de M——— endeavoured to fupply
to his unfortunate niece the- -place of the.
parents fhe had loft, .and forgot his own
evils in this attempt to footh the affli&ion
of thisinterefting mourner, who at pine-
teon years of age, in all the bloom of
beauty, was the prey, of deep and fettled
melanchaly. She had tao.much fenfi-’

7 ' bility

L J

|
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bility not to feel his tender cares, and
often reftrained her tears in his prefence
becaufe they gave him pain. When
thofe tears would no longer be fup-
‘preifed, fhe- wandered out alqne, and,
feating herfelf on fome fragment of rock,
-foothed by the murmurs-of the hollow
winds and moaning waters, indulged her’
grief without control. 1In one of thofe:
lonely rambiles, facred to her forrows,
he was awakened from melancholy’
mufing by the fudden appearance of her
coufin, the fon of Mr. de M——, who,
after having repeatedly expofed: his life-
during a long and perilous campaign
in the ferviee of his country, returned—to
find his home deferted and his father an
exile, Such were therewards which the
gallant defenders of liberty received
from the hands of tyrants. The young
man flew to his father’s retrear, where the
firft objett that met his eyes was his-
. lovely coufin, whom he had- a few
‘ R months

5
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months before beheld in all the pride of
youthful beauty ; her cheek flufthed with
the gay fuffufion of health, and her eye
fparkling with pleafure. That cheek was
now covered with fixed palenefs, and that
eye was dimmed  with tears; but.made-
moifelle de M
to_him fo interefting as in this mo-

© ment.

Two young perfons placed together
in fuch peculiar circumftances, muft
have had hearts infenfible indeed, had
“they conceived no attachment for each
other. The fon of M, de M and
Adelaide, who both pofleffed an uncom-
mon fhare of fenfibility, foon felt, that
while all beyond the narrow cleft which
feparated the little valley from the reft
of the world was mifery and diforder,
‘whatever could give value to exiftence
was to be found within its favage boun-
dary, in that reciprocal affection which
foothed the evils of the paft, and fhed

a foft

had never appeared -
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a foft and cheering ray over the gloom
of the future. The fcene in which they .
were placed was peculiarly calculated to
cheriththe illufions of paffion; not merely
. from difplaying thofe fimple and roman-
tic beauties the contemplation cf which
foftens ‘while it elevates the "affections
—it had alfo that local charm which
endears to minds of tafte and fentiment
fpots which have been celebrated by the
powers of genius. Petrarch, the tender, -
_the immortal Petrarch, had trod thofe
very valleys, had climbed thofe very
rocks, had wandered in thofe very
woods—and the two young perfons, who
both underflood talian, when they read
together the melodious ftrains of that di-
vine poet, found themfelves tranfported
into new regions, and forgot fr a while
that ‘revolutionary government exifted.
From thofe dreams, thofe delightful il-
lufions, they were awakened by a letter
which a friend and fellow-foldier of young
de M—— conveyed to him, in which

Fj - be
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he conjured him to return immediately
to the army, if he would 2hun being
clafled among the fufpeted or the pro-
{cribed.
Young de M confidered the de~
fence -of his country as a facred duty
which he was boundto fulfil. He inftant-
ly prepared to depart. He ‘bid adieu to
his father and Adelaide with tears wrung
ffom a bleeding heare, and tore him.
felf away with an effort which it required
the exertion of all his fortitude to fuf=
tain. Afier having pafled the cleft which
enclofed the valley, he again turned back
to gaze once miore on the {pot which
contained all his treafure. Adelaide, after
- his departure, had no confolation but in
the fad yet dear indulgence of tender
recolle@tions ; in thedding tears over the
paths they had trod, over the booksthey
_had read together. Alas, this unfortu-
nate young lady bad far other pangs to
fuffer than the tender repinings of ab-
. fence from a beloved ObjC&' Some weeks

after
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after the. departure of her lover, the
departments of Vauclufe and the Moudh
of the’ Rhone were defolated by Maig-
net. Two profcribed vi&ims of his ty-
ranny, who were the friends of M:-de”
M-——, and knew the place of his re-
treat, fought for an afylum in his dwell~-
ing. M.deM received his fugirive
friends with affeGtionate kindnefs. But
a few days after their arrival their ge-
treat was difcovered by the emiflaries of
Maignet ; the narrow pafs of the valley
‘was guarded by (oldiers ; the houfe was
.encompafled by a military force; and
M. de M- was fummoned .to de-
part with the confpirators whom he had
dared to harbour, in order to appear
with them before the popular commif-’

fion eftablithed at Orange. This laft -

ftroke his unbappy nicce hadno power
1o fuftain.  All the wounds of . her foul
were fuddenly and rudely torn open;
and altogether overwhelmed by this- un--

' Fg . expected,
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expeted, this terrible calamity, which
filled up the meafure of her aflictions,
her reafon’ entirely forfook her. With
frantic agony fhe knelt at the feet of him
who, commanded the troop; fthe im-
plored, the wept, fhe fhricked; then
ftarted up and bung upon her uncle’s
neck, preffing him-wildly in her arms.
. Some of the foldiers propofed conduéting
her alfo to the tribunal ; but the leader

of the band, whether touched by her

diftrefs, or fearful that her defpair would

be troublefome on the way, perfuaded

them to leave her bechind. She was

dragged from her uncle, and loeked in

a chamber, from whence hér fhrieks

were heard by the-unfortunate old man

till he had paffed the narrow cleft .of the

valley, which he was deftined to behold

no more. His fufferings were acute, but

they were not of long duration. The

day of his arrival at Orange, he was led

. before the popular commiffion, together
with
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~with his friends, and from thence immé-
diately dragged to execution.

In the mean time mademoifelle de
M——, releafed by Marianne from the
apartmeat. where fhe had been confined-
by the mercilefs guards, wanderéd from
morning tifl evening amidftthe wildelt
recefles of the wvalley, and along the
moft rugged paths fhe could find. She
was conftantly followed ia her ramblings
by-her faithful fervant, whe never loft
fight of her a fingle moment, and who re-
taias in her memory many a. mournful
complaint of her difordered mind, many
a wild expreflion of defpair. She - often -
retired to a fmall nook near the torrent,
where her uncle had placed a feat, and
where he ufually paffed fome hours of
the day. Sometimies- fhe feated herfeif
on the bench; then ftarted up, and,
throwing herfelf on her knees befone
the fpot where her uncle ufed ro fit,

: Fg bathed
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bathed it with floods of tears. ¢ Dear
old man,” fhe would cry, ¢ your aged
head !|—They might have left me a lock
of his grey hairs. V/hen the foldiers
come for ine, Marianne, you may cut off a
_lock of mime for Charles—Poor Charles !
~It is well he’s gone—1I fee the guillo-
tine bebind thofe trees !—and now they
drag up a weak old man !—they tic him
to the plank }—it beads—oh heaven!”—

" The acute affliGion with which young
de M heard of the murder of
his father was fill aggravated by the
tidings he received from Murianne of
_ the fitnation of bis beloved Adeclaide.
Her image was for ever prefent to his
mind ; and, unable to fupport the bitter-~
nefs of thofe pangs which her idea ex-~ .
cited, he again found meaas tp obtain
leave of abfence for a few weeks, and
haftened to the valley. He found the
babitation deferted—all was dark and
I filent :




Y

( 107 )~
filent ; he flew through the apartments,
calling upon the name of Adelaide, but
no voice anfwered his call.

He left the houfe, and walked with
hafty fteps along the valley. As he paffed
a cavern of thé rocks, hd''heard the
moans of Adelaide—he rufhed into the
cavern—fhe was feated upon its flinty

floor, and Marianne was fitting near,— -
Adelaide caft up her eyes as he entered, -
and looked at him earneftly—he knelt by

her fide, and prefled her hand to his

w~

bofom—*¢ I don’t know you,” faid Ade- -

laide.—<¢ Not know me!” he cried,

¢¢ not know Charles {”>—¢ If you are -

Charles;” the refumea fullenly, ¢ you're
come too late—'tis all over L—Poor old
man |” flie cried, rifing hattily from the
"ground, and-¢clafping her hands together,
<’don’t you fee his blood on my clothes ?
I begged very hard for him—1I told them

' ¥ had no father and mother but Aie—e -

I you are Charles, begone, begone!—

Fo- They're -
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They’re coming—they’re on the way—
I fee them upon the rock !—That koife—
that bloody knife !"—

Such were the ravings of the diforder-
ed imagination of this unfortunate young
lady, and which were fometimes inter-
rupted by long intervals of filence, and
fometimes by an agony of tears. Her
lover watched over her with the moft
tender and unwearied affiduity; but his
cares were ineffeual. The life of Ade-
laide was near its clofe. The convul-
five pangs of her mind, the extraordi-
" nary fatigues the had fuffered in her wan-
derings, the want of any nourithment
except bread and water, fince fhe obfti-
nately refufed all other food, had re-
duced her frame to a flate of incurable
weaknefs and decay. -

A fhort time before the expired, the
recovered her reafon, and employed her
laft remains of ftrength in the attempt to
confole her wretched lover.~ She fpoke

» to
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to him of a happier world, where they
Thould meet again, and where tyrants
fhould opprefs no more—the grafped his
hand—(he fixed her cyes on his—and
died.

With the gloomy ﬁ!ence of dcfpaxr,
with feelings that were denied the relicf
of tears, and were beyond the utterance
of complaint, this unfortunate young man
prepared with his own hands the grave
of her he loved, and hxmfelf covered her
corp(c with earth. _

-The lalt offices paid by rehgxon to
the dead, the hallowed taper, the lifted
crofs, the folemn requiem, had long fince
_vanifthed, and the municipal officer re-
turhed the duft to duft with-unceremo-
niovs fpeed. The lover of Adelaide
chofe to perform himfelf thofe fad fune-
tions for the obje&t of his tendernefs, and
might have cxclaimed with our poet,

% What though no weeping loves thy afhes grace,
% Nor polifh’d marble emulate thy face s
A “ What
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« What though no facred earth allow thee' room,
« Nor hallowed dirge be mutter’d o’er iby tomb !
¢ Yet fhall thy grave with rifing flow’rs be dreft,
. % And the green turf lie lightly on thy breaft :

4 There fhall the morn her earlict tears befltow,

" ¢ There the firft rofes of the year fhall blow;

“« While angels with their filver wings o’erfbade
« The ground now facred by thy reliques made.”

Young de M——— pafled the night at
the grave of Adelaide. Marianne fol-
lowed him thither, and humbly entreated
him to return to the houfe. He point-
ed to the new-laid earth, and waved his
band as if he wifhed her to depart, and
leave his meditations- unintesrupted.

‘The pext morning at break of day
‘he entered the houfe, and called for Ma-
rianne. He thanked her for her care of -
Adelaide ; he atfured her of his everlaft-
ng gratitude. . While he was fpeaking,
his emotion choked his voice, and a
fhower of tears, the firft -he had fhed
fince the death of Adclandc, foothed .hjs

opprctfcd heart. When he had recover-
ed
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ed himfelf, he bade Marianne farewell;
and haftened out of the hqufc; muttering’
in a low toue, « This muft be avenged.”

He told Marianne, that he was going to

rejoin his battalion; but all enquiries
after him have fince been fruitlefs:. this

unhappy young man has been heard of
po mare. !

' LET-



LETTER V.

AT the fearful climax of revolutionary

government which we have now reach-
ed, we find 1o foothing obje@s which
- can repofe the weary eye, or cheer the
finking heart. An Ihftorical fketch of
this period is no common piéture of hu-
man nature, tintured with the blended
bues of vice and virtue: it’s like the fa-
vage fcenery of Salvator, where all is
wildly horrible, and every figyre on the
canvafs is a murderer. We are forced
to wander through fucceffive evils; to
turn our eyes from the popular commif-
fion of Orange to the revolutionary tri-
bunal of Arras, from the crimes of Maig-
net to the atrocities of Lebon.
This revolutionary chief took-his place
in the national convention as the fecond
o fuppléant-
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fuppléant of the department of Calais, a
few wecks after the memorable 31ft of
May. It appears that the committee of
public fafety had penetration enough to
difcern his extraordinary capacity for
evil, fince he had appeared a very (hort

time at the convention, when he was fent’,

upon miffion, with full plenitude of revo-

lutionary powers, into the dcpartmcnt,

of the Pas du Calais, of whxch hc was a
reprefentative. —

Lebon feems to have determined o

dxﬁmgullh himfelf, and merit the ap-

plaufe” of his employers, by excrcifing -

new modes of oppreflion, and trying new
experiments of cruelty, One of his pre-

liminary ftrokes of tyranny was that of |

dragging in fucceffion the multitude he
had arrefted, fiom their refpedtive pri-
fons, and obliging them to appear be-
fore the popular fociety, placed an an
elevated fear, where the men were ex.
pofed to all the indignitie3 his agents

could
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could infli&®, and the: women to the

‘coarfeft ribaldry and the moft barbarous

infults. Thefe examinations were the
npfual prelude to an accufation before the

- revolutionary tribunal which he eftablith-

ed at Arras, and a fe&ion of which he
fent, for the fake of expedition in his-
work of death, to Cambray.. The judges
and jury of thofe tribunals were compof-
ed of hisown relations-and his creatures ;.
and, tbgcther with the executioner, they
Iwcd in his houfc, and dmcd at his
table. '

In the mean time he caufed the fol-
Jowing infcription.to be written over the
door of his apartment : ¢ Ceux qui en-
treront ici pour- foliciter 1’élargiflement
des prifonniers, n’en fortiront que pour
étre mis en arreftation *> Thus did this
unrelenting tyrant feek to reprefs the ge-

* Thofe who enter here to {olicit the releafe of
prifoncre, fhall only. go out to be themfclves put ia-

nerous
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nerous efforts of friendthip, and congeal
the téars of fympathy by the fenfe of per-
fonal danger. -

The large and pooulous city of Arras
foon wore the afpe& of an unpeopled de-
fert. - No cheerful founds were heard in
the ftreets: all was folitary and filent,
The town appeared widowed of its in-
habitants ; the few who remained at li-
berty baving found themfelves, when
they ventured to go out, expofed ¢ to
meet the fudenefs and (willed infolence”
of Lebon and his inebriated jliry, whe
paraded the ftreets armed with fabres °
and piftols, infulting, and often arrefting,
perfons with whofe countenance or figure
they happened to be difpleafed. .

The mountain-leaders had all a cone
genial thirflt for blood; but while others
contented themfelves with iffuiing man.
dates for its being fhed, Lebon-was un-
fatisfied unlefs. he beheld it flow. At
the hour of execution he ufed-to appear’

‘ : at
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at a balcony of the theatre, near which
the fcaffold was placed, and fip his cof-
fee while the heads of his vitims were
falling. Sometimes he ordered the mi-
fitary bands to play revolutionary airs
during the executions, Sometimes he
apoftrophized the perfons "who - were
about to die; and the laff founds which
met their ear were the outrages againft
humanity which iffied from his pollutcd

ips.

- Fhe former marqu;s de Vieux-fort

“was tied to the fatal plank, with the knife

fufpended over his head, when Lebon
appeared upon the balcony of the theatre,
commanded the executioner to ftop, and
obliged the unfortunate fufferer to re-
main in that fituation while he read to
the people a newfpaper he had juft re-
ceived,and which contained the account
of a recent vittory. He then, addrefl~
ing himfelf to monfieur de Vieux-fort,
told him to carry to the other world his

dcfpalr
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defpair at thefe tidings of fuccefs, and at
length ordered: him to die.
. Among the multitudes who were fa-
crificed to the barbarous caprices of Le-
bon, fome were pur to death upon pre-
tences fo trivial, that nothmg can perhaps
farnifh a ftronger proof-of the abfolute,
the unbluthing tyranny he exercifed,
than the daring effrontery with which
he infulted the underftanding as well as
the feelings of the people, in the motives
he alleged for infliCting the pumfhment
of death.

The former marqu:s of Viefville, an
old and gallant officer, had retired to end
his days in privacy at a folitary fpot call-
ed Steenmonde, in the department of the
North. To'this retreat he was accom-

. panied by his daughter, an only child,
who watched over the infirmities of his
advanced age with unwearied tender-
nefs, and whofe filial piety fhed a ray of
happine{s on thofe  years which have no

pleafure -
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pleafure in them. This venerable old
~man and his amiable daughter were the
. obje@s of general refpect and efteem.
But virtue, which was a tacit repreach
‘to the monfters whe then devaftated this
unfortunate country, was as offenfive to
them as the light of day to the fullen
bird of darknefs. - It happened that this
- family had for twelve years paft been in
pofleffion of a parrot, whom different
perfons had taught its mimic leffons.
The cftate of the marquis was fituated
.on the limits of the German empire;
part of his grounds belonpged to that
territory, and the parrot had been in-
“ftruéted to-cry ¢ Vive Pempereur !”” and
al(o to call the ¢ petit Louis,” the name
of a young child-who lived in the houfe.
The agents of Lebon received intelli-
gence, that thafe forbidden wards had
been uttered by the parrot; the bird
was denounced, feized as a criminal of
importance, and depofited in the houfe -
: 7 of

2
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of a revolutionary commiffary, where the
feathered culprit repeated the guilty
founds. The tidings fpread through the
city, of the arreft of an audacious coun~
ter-revolutionary parrot, who boldly cried-
“Vive le roi !” and who, it was affert-

ed, had even carried his effrontery to...

fuch a length as to exclaim, ¢ Vivent
les prétres ! Vivent les nobles!” So:
far we may. {mile at the abfurdities'of
our tyramts ; but that difpofition is con-
verted into feelings of indignant horrar,)
when we learn that an a& of accufation’
was immediately iffued againft M. Vief-.
ville, his danghter, and her waiting-wo-
. man, who were dragged from their retire-
ment, and led before the zevolunonary
tribunal. - ‘

The jury unanimoufly declared that
thofe perfons were convicted of being
the autbors er accomplices of 4 confpi->
racy-againft liberty and the French pee-
ple; and of unlawful refiftance to revo-.

lutionary
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lutionary -and republican government;
having afliduouily taught a parrot to ut-
ter the deteftable phrafe of ¢ Vive le
roi! vive I"empereur! vivent nos pré-
tres! et vivent les nobles!” and, by fo
doing, having provoked the re-eftablith-
ment of royalty and of tyranny; for
which reafons they were condemncd to
die. :
The old man fammoned all his for-
tltude, and went to the fcaffold with the
calmnefs of innocence ; often lifting up
his head, which was bowed. down  with
‘age, to gaze upon his admirable daugh-
ter, who met death with the fame cou-
rage, and who feemed to forget.her own
fitvation in that of her beloved parent.

Such are the crimes which cannot but
.excite horror in thofe who have lived at
a diftance from their fanguinary influ-
ence, but the reflettion on which, to
-ghofe who have been witneffes of their
enormity, renders exiftence hateful.—

' Such
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Such are the monfters into which men
are transformed by unlimited power;
whether arrayed in imperial purple,
and furrounded by pretorian guards; or
wearing for a diadem a jacodin cap, and
followed by an executioner and a revo-
Sutimary jury,

A peafant of d’Achicourt, a village
near Arras, came to fell her butter in the
town. “As fthe walked along a fireet, (he
met a cart filled with vi®ims who were
going to execution.—¢¢ Voil3,” f3id this
poor creature with najveté, « voily des
gens qui meurent pour bien peu de
chofe® !” She was inftantly feized, and
led to the tribunal of Lebon. During
her trial (he held in her arms her infane
of three months old, whom fhe fuckled,
When fhe heard her fentence of death,
¢ Quoi!” faid the, ““quoi, pour un mot §

" * Thofe people there die for very little,

+ What ! for that one word I faid, will you part

the child and its mother ?
You. 111, G que
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«que Jai dit, vous allez féparer Penfant

-d’avec la mere!” "When fhe received the
~fatal ftroke, the -ftreams of maternal
-pourifhment iffued rapidly from her bo-
fom, and, mingled with her blood,

sbathed her executioner.
Among . the.numerous vi&ims of Le.
‘bon, none excited mose general fympaihy
-than the family of monfieur de. Mayoul,
a former noble, who lived at Arras with
‘his wife, his two daughters, and.an infant
-fon. Monfieur de Mayoul was altogether
«confined to his houfe by .the gout ; and
+his daughters, two elegant and accom-
splithed young women, who both touched
:the piano-forte with admirable kill, en-
-deavoured to make the-talents they pof-
feffed fubfervient to the amufement of
«their infirm parent, and eftablithed con-
.certs at their houfe every week ; when he
was foothed with the pleafures of mufic.
Sometimes they fought to vary his amufe-
Jments
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mentsbydancinginhisprefence withtheir
companions ; and the motiveoffilial piety
which animated the diverfions of  thofe
amiable young women, excited in the
fpeCtators a fentiment like that of Sterne,
when, atthe peafant’s cottage, he fancied
he faw *“Religion mingling inthe dance."

Two of monfieur de Mayoul’s fons
had emigrated; but the family continued
to live undifturbed, and unfufpected of
having had any previous knowledge of"
that circumftance. It happened that ge-
neral Cuftine, in paffing through Arras,
had (hewn fome civilities to madame-de
Mayoul and her daughters, When Cuf-
tine bad perifhed, and when Lebon ar-
rived at Arras, this circtmftance was im-
Jputed to thefamily of Mayoul asa crime.
It was afferted that they were notorious
aviftocrates; and alfo'that the young ladies
had danced and fang the very day when
‘the news arrived of the defeat of one of
Gz the
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the republican armies. Upon this pre-
text, madame de Mayoul, her two
daughters, and a female fervant were
arrefted, and thrown into prifon. They
were accufed of being the authors, or ac-
complices, of aconfpiracyframed againft
the libertyof the French people, of being-
the enemies of revolutionary government,
of having held aflemblies at their houfe
in order to rejoice at the fuccefs of the
armies of the tyrants, and of having ap-
proved of the emigration of the two
young Mayouls.

Upon thefe accufations they were or--
dered to appear before the revolutionary
tribunal; but notwithftanding the gum-
ber of judicial affaffinations which took
place at that period, the young ladies,
with the conf{cioufnefs not merely of in-
nocence, but of the motives of filial duty
which had confecrated theiramufements,
fondly believed they had nothing to fear,

Buwt
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But madame de Mayoul was well aware

of their danger. ’
The night preceding their appearance
at the tribunal, after having been rigor-
oufly fearched by the jailors, they were
not, as was ufual, thrown intoadungeon,
but were allowed the indulgence of pafl-
ing the night in the fociety of their fele
Jow prifoners. One of thofe prifoners
¥elates, that madame de Mayoul, ad-
dreffing herchildren, faid to them, ¢ You
know, my dear, my tender fiiends! you
know that my firft care in your educa-
tion bas been toexcite in your mindsfuch
{entiments as might fecure you the efteem
of others, and the happinefs of felf-ap-
probation.”’——¢¢ Ah yes,” interrupted her
daughters, ¢“we have only been.taught
virtue by your precepts and your exam~
ple.” ¢ I may die then,” refumed ma-
dame de Mayoul, ¢¢ with the fatisfation

of thinking that I have never given you
any improper counfel, and that my fel-
G3 low
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low citizens will believe Fam altogether
incapable of ‘having led you to rejoice at
the misfortunes of your country in the
lofs of a battle.” < Never, never!”
" they exclaimed, ¢ you and we are alike
incapable of fuch conduct—we call upoa
the world to witnefs our innocence—it is
¥mpoffible we can fail to juftify-ourfelves
from fuch an inculpation —and we fhall
be reftored to Liberty.” ¢ Ah, my chil-
dren,”. refumed madame de Mayoul
“inftead of indwging that{oothing hope,
this is the moment to fummon. all your
fortitude, and prepare for the worft—for
refigning—"" ¢¢ Is it poffible,” they crieds
s¢ that a calumny fo abfurd, fo atrocious,
‘can expofe us to the pangs of feeing our
mother perifh 7—We think not of our-
felves—how could we wifh to furvive
you ?”’ and throwing themfelves upon
their mother’s neck, they bathed her
with their tears.

Madamede Mayoulthenteld them, that
the
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tlie only hope fhe had left, was, thar:(he
alone thould:perifh, and that they would
‘not be involved in the fame profcriptiom.
~<<Butif,” fhe continued; ¢¢ they (hould-
carry their barbarity to that excefs, witht
eat confideration for your youth, and for
the authority which I'may Be fuppoled
to have over your minds;.if you muft
indeed fhare my fate—then, my dear
children, my beloved fiiends, arm your.
felves with my fortitude ;—place all your
confidence, as I.do-mine, in eternal jufe
tice. Perhaps the facrifice of our lives
will be ufeful to our fellow citizens—will
fhew them the neceflity of fuppreffing
thefe tribunals of blood :—this idea ani-
mates my mind. Befides, at all events,
we ought to learn how to die. Let us
throw ourfelves into the bofom of God.
Oh my children, what gratitude we fhall
owe to the fupreme being!—we fhall die

innocent !”’ '
In {uch converfation this unfortunate
Gs family




( 18 )

family pafled the night—their laft night I

The next morning they were led to the
tribunal, and from thence to the fcaffold.
They died with the ferenity of virtue,
and with the hope of immortality.

The unfortunate monfieur de Mayoul,
bereaved of all that endeared exiftence,
is bending with forrow to the grave. In
vain his infant fon would recall him to
the enjoyment of life by his tender caref-
fes. There are evils too terrible for the
weaknefs of humanity to bear, and which
admit ef no remedy but the grave,

LET-



( 129 )
" LETTER VL

AFTER the execution of the fattion
of Danton and that of the commune had
taken place, bothof which had been con-
demned onthe moftabfurdand ill-founded
accufations, as I have already related, the
decemvirs found no longer any oppofi-
tion to their tyranny, but faw the lives
and fortunes of the people of France
laid abjeétly at'their feet. But inftead of
employing their power to any ufeful pus-
pofe, or even to that of giving ftability
to their own government, by favouring
the weak after havipg. overthrown the
mighty; they betanie mere profufein the
wafte. of -blood, -ard dtrocigus without
motive or end. -Whether the tyrants
fulpected the fidelity, of their tribunal,
: G or
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or whether they thought that the bufinefs
of death was not readily enough dif-
patched, thofe fix commiffions which I
have before mentioned were alfo put
into a&ivity, The prifoners in general
rejoiced at this inftitution ; for they had
" the credulity to think that the evidence
of civifm which fome could exhibit, and
the exemption from any pofitive counter-
revolutionary charge which others could
prove, would obtain their releafe by thefe
commiffions, without undergoing the for-
mality of a hearing before the tribunal ;
and as thefe comnmiffions were not in-
vefted with the power of life and death,
every one was anxious to gain an audi-
ence. The adminiftrators of police, and
the revolutionary committees, were or-
dered to procure printed lifts, which in
fucceflive columns difplayed the paren-
1age, birth, and education, principles,
condu&, and connetions of every pri-
foner under their refpective care, toge-
ther
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ther with the motives of their arreft, and
the opinions entertained of them by
their accufers. Each prifoner was to
undergo a fort of political interrogatory
before the commiffion; and as meft of
them had been long. confined, and fo
. many contradi¢tory principles and ftand-
ards of patriotiilm had fucceeded :ach
other fince their captivity began, a pri-
foner muft bave had more than common
fagacity to have anfwered his catechift
agreeably to the fathion of the day. For,
had he declared his belief in the divinity
of reafon, and afferted that priefts were
impoftors, he would have been imme-
diately condemned as a Cbaumettif: or,
had he profefled his patriotic faith in a_
black wig, dirty fhirt, and pantaloons,
he would have been fentenced as a con-
fpirator of the Hebert faétion. Indeed, to
the great majority of prifoners, which
confifted of people of former rank, this

Babylonifh language was unknown in al-
’ Gé6 moft
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moft all its dialet; and their interro-
gatory was altogether ufelefs, their fate
being previoufly decided. A friend of
mine faw one day in the hands of a re-
volutionary commiffary, one of thofe
blank lifts which he was geing to fill up.
¢ We have,” fays he, “in our pigeon-
bcufe,” meaning the maifon d'arrét of

his fe&ion, ¢ about one hundred and

twelve old birds and young; of thefe,
about twenty or thirty we fhall fend to
the little window, and the reft thall fet

~out on their travels.” Such were the cant

terms for death and banifhiment.
" The operations of the popular com-
miffians were altogether unknown till af-
ter the 1oth of Thermidor, when their
papers and lifts of fentences were found
among thé manufcripts of the tyrants.
Some peifons, on whom only fentence of
'deportainll had been paffed by the com-
miffion, were afterwards condemned by
the committee of public fafety to death :
' S fuch
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fuch was the Malefli family, the father,
mother, and two daughters, whofe ftory &
have related. Their crime was ftated in
the papers of the commiffion, and they
were fentenced to be banithed for being
s< exceflively fanatical, and eonnefted
with priefts ; which connettion might pro-
pagate the {pirit of counter-revolution.”
Some were condemned for bei-né enemies
of the revolution, others for being ‘of
the caft of nobility 5 fome for what they
had done, others for what they had not
dane ; ¢ n’ayant jamais rien fait pour la
revolution . One gentleman whom I
knew, was doomed to bani(hment for
having afked with fome irhpatience,
a fecond time, for his certificate at the
fe@ion—¢¢ redemandant une feconde
fais avec. de menaces 4.”’ . The two
* Hayi;lg never done any thing for the revolution:
4 Alking for it a fecond time with menaces.

youné
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young St. Chamands, beautiful girls of
fifteen and nineteen years of age, ex-
nobles, were condemned to deportation
for their oppofition to the ¢fiablifbment of
civil and religious liberty; ¢ beaucoup
prononcées en fanatifme, et contre la
liberté, quoique trés jeunes®.” And alfo
the family of Sourdeville, confifting of a
mother and two daughters, whofe only
crime, as ftated by the judges, was, that
madame Sourdeville was * the mother
of an emigrant, an ex-noble, and arif:
tocrate, having her hufband and another
fon ftruck by the fword of the law ;”’ and
the two youngladies were likewife con-
demned with her, for ftandingin therela-
tion of fifter and daughter tothe unfortu-
natefather and brotherwho had perithed.

The Robefpierrian faction having thus
feized on all the adminiftrative powers,

# Strong fanatics, and encmics to Liberty, although
fo young.
' which
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which they difperfed with their own
bands ; baving crufhed the chiefs of the
other faions, and terrified their ad-
herents into the moft fubmiffive filence,
had arrived at the fummit of their am-
bition ; at a point where a few months
before the moft extravagant imagination
would fcarcely have placed them, and
believed that their power was fettled on
a bafis which could never be fhaken.
The departments alfo being now .under
the influence of the fame terrof as the
city of Paris ; the great inftrument of its
inftru&ion and difcipline, the revolution.
ary army, was broken as ufelefs and
cumberfome. 'The chief of this army,
Ronfin, who had been one of the con-
du@ors of the war in the Vendée under
the title of general minifter, or minifter
general, had perithed in what was called
in the diale@& of the time the Hebert
datch ; accufed of alienating the affec-
tions of his troops from the committee

of
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" of public fafety; which was probably-
true, fince there was another faion in
great vigour at that moment, which was
she war faltion, or the party of Bouchotte,
and his fecretaries Vincent and others,

“who perifhed at the fame time as Hebert ;
this faction being not a little dangerous
to the defpotifm of the auguft decem-
virate. The revolutionary army, which

~ was now broken, had fulfilled its miffion

- agreeably to its inftitution and inftruc-
tions, though it does not appear that
‘the numerous and wanton a@s of cruelty
which it committed were either ap-
proved or fanétianed by the convention ;
op the contrary, fomeé very f{evere anis
madverfions were there made upon its
condu&, and fome firong accufations
were brought agaipft ity which were coni-
firmed by the molt autheait evidence.

. The execution;of tha:Dinten fation,
and the difmiffion of this drgay, were fols

lowed by other meafures ¢qually revo- -

- lutionary,
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Iutionary, in which we were ourfelves
included ; for it was at this period, the
beginning of April, that the law took
place which banifhed nobles and foreign-
ers from Paris, and which ordered all
fufpected of confpiracy to be fent from
all parts of the republic to be tried at
Paris. As it was faid of Greece ,that you -
could not move a ftep without treading
on a hiftory, fo it might now have been
faid of Paris, ‘that you could not pafs
along a ftreet without viewing fome ob-
je€t of horror. Our banmifhment there.
fore, had it not been attended with the
confcioufnefs of what was paffing in the
fcene we had left, would have been blifs,

compared to our refidence in town.
Nothing perhaps contributed to mif-
lead the people of Europe fo much, with
refpett to the ftate of the French nation
at this period, as the intelligence which
was conveyed to them by the public
papers. It required a more intimate
knowledge
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knowledge of French affairs than fureign=—
ers in general could. find the means of’
ebtaining, to reconcile the intelligence
given in thofe newfpapers with the atro--
cities which they. heard were committed.
While pillage and murder, uoder the
name of confifcation and punithment,.
blackened every part of the republic;
the papers prefented us with the moft
elegant and philofophical reports on.
agriculture, literature, and the. fine arts.
But for the long catalogue of viftims
which clofed the evening paper, we:
might, even in our retreat at Marly, have
fancied that the reign of philofophy had
begun, and that, where there was ap»
'paremly fo earneft a defire to civilize
and fuccour mankind, there could not be
fo monftrous an affemblage of treafon,
atrocity, and carnage. _

Moft of thefe interefting and inftruc-
tive reports, which tended to foften the
hideoufnefs of the general outline,. were

' made
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mrade by men who had not the means or
the courage to ftem the torrent, who
fighed in:fecret over its ravages,.and em-
ployed their moments in doing fome-
thing which might tend to refcue their
country frem the barbarifm into which
it was haftening. I particularly allude
to the reports of Gregoire on the im»
provement of the language, on the pub.
lic libraries, and on the eftablithment of
national gardens throughout the republic.

Sometimes the decemvizs themfelves
relaxed from their habitual ferocity, and
a -report efcaped from their lips, in
which there was neither confpiracy nos
murder. Barrere, in a2 momentary caprice
of virtue, pronounced a difeourfe on the
means of rooting out mendicity from the.
republic, replete with humanity and
ideas of general benevolence.

Barrere, however, foon- made the
emende bonorable to the {yftem he had
“abandoned for a moment, by delivering
immediately
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fnmediately after his famous decree, © to-
make no Englith or Hanoverian prifon-

ers,” calling on the army, who happily
for Gallic honour refufed to hear him,

_% When viétory fhall put the Englith ip-
_your power, ftrike ; let no one return to

the land of Great Britain, nor one remain:
on the-free foilof France.” It is not ge-
nerally known, that the reward held ous
to him for this a& of boldnefs was, that
although he had been a Feuillant, &

~ Girondift, and of all parties in their turn;.

he was, immediately upon this report;
thought worthy by Robefpierre to be ad-
mitted into the fan@tum fanttorum of
the patriots, and was enrolled a jacobin:
The chief himfelf, who affefted to-
ftand aloof, and never to mingle perfon-
ally in the wars of the lefler fattions,.
but referved himfelf for high exploits,.
having acknowledged the exiftence of
the fupreme being in the overthrow of

the commune and the Dantonifts, con-
defcended
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defcended to give the convention a long
leGture on'theology in his report on na«
tional feftivals. ~

I have already mentioned Voltaire’s
obfervatian, that atheifm might prove a
greater {courge to mankind than fan.
guinary fuperftition; but probably a
greater {courge than either is powerful

bhypocrify. We can guard our reafon .

againft {ophiftry or violence, but fromt
the tribute which hypocrify pays to vir«
tue, of wearing her femblance, we are
more eafily deceived. - It was probably
on account of the great danger of this
vice to fociety, that the faviour of man«
kind, while he looked on failings with
indulgence, and on ‘crimes with pardon,

poured forth all the anathema of indig-.

nation and vengeance againft hypocrify.
The trembling criminal whom the law

condemned to death, faw mercy beam~
ing in his eye, and the weeping peni~
tent found reconciliation at his feet, -

while

N
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while he placed an eternal line of demars
cation between the hypocritical Sanhe-.
drim and the Almighty.

- While Rebefpierre behind the fcenes
was iffuing daily mandates for ‘murder,
we fee him on the ftage the herald of
mercy and of peace—we fee him af-
feGting to pour the balm of confolation

_into the wounds which he was himfelf

ipfliting; and, like the uarelenting
inquifitor, recommending:te mercy the
wretch whom ‘he was-delivering to tor-
ture, ¢ Confult,” fays this finithed a&or,

¢ only the.good of the country, and the

interefls of mankind. Ewery inftitution,
every doctrine which confoles and ele-
vates the mind, thould be cherifthed; re-
jet _all thofe which tend to degrade
and corrupt it. Re-animate, exalt every
generous fentiment, every {ublime moral
idea, which .your enemies have fough
to obliterate; draw together by the
charm of friendfhip, and the ties of

2 virtue,
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virtue, thofe men whom they have at-
tempted to feparate. Who gave thee
a miffion to proclaim to:the people that
the Divinity exifts not ? Oh thou, whe
art enamoured of this fterile dotrine,
but who never waft enamoured of thy
country! what advantage doft thou
find in perfuading mankind -that a blind
fatality prefides over their deftiny, ftrtk-
ing guilt and virtue as-chance direts;
and that the human foul is but a fleeting
breath, extinguithed at the gates of the
temb ?

<« Will man be infpired with more pure
and elevated fentiments by the idea of
annihilation, than by that of immorta-
ity ? Will it produce more refpect for his’
fellow creatures, and for himfelf? more
attachment to his country? ftronger re-

fitance to tyranny? greater contempt

of death? You, who regret -a virtuous
friend, you-love to think that the nobler
part of his being has efcaped from

death!

.
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eath 1 You, who weep over the grave of
a child, or of a wife, does be bring you
confolation who tells you that all which
cemains of them is but duft ? Unhappy
victim, who expireft under the ftroke of
she affaffin, thy laft figh is an appeal to
cternal juftice ! the tyramt turns pale upon
bis triumphal car at the fight of inno=
cence upon the fcaffold. Would virtue
have this afcendancy if the tomb placed
on the fame level the oppreflor and the
opprefled ? Wretched fophift! by what
right doft thou wreft the fceptre of reafon
from the hands of ‘innocence, to intruft -
it to thofe of guilt? to throw a funereal
vell over nature, to aggravate misfor-’
tune, tofooth vice, to deprefs vxrtue.
and degrade the human race ?
¢« In proportion to the degree of genius
and fenfibility with which-man is endued,
he clings to thofe ideas which aggrandize
his being, and elevate his heart; and
the doétrine of fuch men becomes that
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of the univerfe. Ah ! furely thofe ideas
muft have their foundation in trath ! At
leaft I cannot conceive how nature could .
bave fuggefted fictions to mankind more
ufeful than realities ; and if the exiftence
of God, if the immortality of the foul,
were but dreams, they .would fill be
the moft fublime conceptions of the hu.
man mind !” ~ .
Though we were not deceived as to
the habitual charafter of Robefpierre,
we imagined that the overthrow of all
the rival faions might have foftened in
fome meafure his obdurate heart. Every
prifoner fondly looked forward to the .
feftival of the fupreme being as the
epocha of liberty, or at leaft of mercy,
.« All the virtues,” fays Robefpicrre,
¢¢ fhall contend for the right of prece-
dency at our feftivals. Let ys inftitute
the feftival of glory ; not of that glory
" which ravages and enflaves the world,
but of that which enlightens, comforts,
Vo, I~ 'H- , and
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%nd gives it freedom; of that which,
“hext to their country, is the chief object

‘of worfhip to generous minds. Let us

“inftitute another feftival more affecting
“ftill ; the feftival of misfortune. Wealch
' and power are the ‘idols of flaves :
"Jet us honour misfortune ; misfortune,
‘which humanity cannot chafe from the
earth, but which it can fofien and ‘cheer.
Thou alfo fhalt receive our homage,

+ divine friendfhip ! thou who didft here-

toforé unite the hero and the fage;
‘thou who giveft additional ftrength to
the lovers of their country ; for whom
traitors, affociated for the purpofes of
‘guilt, have worn ‘only the hypocritical

. marks of pretended refpe; divine friend-

hip! amongft republican Frenchmen
"thy ‘power (hall be acknowledged, ‘and
“thy altars révered 1*

However well Robefpnérre performed
the hypocrite, he had not fufficient ad-
drcf; to preferve the chataer; for hu.

6 manity,
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‘tnanity, and -misfortune, and glory, and
+friendthip, -enlightening and . confoling
‘the world ; and all the mockery and
ihow of the feftival, with all the hopes
-and expedtations of the unfortunate pri-
.foners, vaniftved into thin air. ~ The fef-
:tival, as has been rejated, took place on
the 20th of Prairial ; and on the 22d the
law for condemnation ix mafs, without
wimefs or defence, pafled the conven-
tion, and -the work of death went.on

with redoubled fheed.. ’
:Had the tyramts who were thus fuc-
‘cefsfulin their. ufurpation, after cruthing
their immediate rivals, eftablithed a more
‘humane fyflem of government, of which
'they “would have been :thé prote&tors,
the world .might :ftill’ have remained
.ignorant at. leadt  of  the :excels of their
-crimes ;-and might. have attributed their
{exerity tothe. pesilous.circumftances in
~which:they were placed, by:the:coalefced
‘ powcrs -without, and: the intrigues of the
Ha royal
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‘royal and ariftocratical party within. - -Ia
-this <afe, nene of thofe atrocious -afls
which the fall of Robefpierre has unveil-
_ed would have been known, and what is
_now the fubje& of general horror would
. have been regarded only as neceffary evil.

The hiftorian, therefore, who fhould

“ have taken the public als, or the papers
-relating the tranfaltions of the day, as
- the bafis of his information, would have
:deceived himfelfand pofterity. And even
now the tafk will.be difficek to tranfmit
~with accuracy and impartiality the hif:
tory of that extraordinary epocha; which
-furnifhes a moft awful and ftupendous
.:momument of all that is fublime,. and




¢ 1ag )
avenged of its tyrants for that long fcene:
of multiplied crimes, of which what pea
can make the recapitulation? ¢ There
<¢ are times,” Voltaire obferves,  of

¢e horrors and of madnefs iameng man-

€& kind, as there dre times of peftilence ;
¢s. and this contagion has made the tour
rs-of the world.” France has juft feen.

one of thefe epochas, which are the afto-:
nithment, the terror, and:the thaine of

buman nature. 'Happily they are rare in

- any hiftory ; and in the courfe of the or-

dinary calamities’ which are the fcourge-
of civil fociety, thofe epochas may be
confidered as mortal maladies, amidft that
,érow‘d of habitual infirmities which: are

v
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er thofe which it can fuffer ; at the hor-
rible wickednefs of the few, or thé fiu-
pid patience of the whole.

¢ We have feen what a wicked man

would have blufhed at forefecing, and

what a good man would have feared té-

imagine ; we have feen what thofe who
have committed would not heve believ.

ed in the hiftory of others ; we have feen

in one moment, and as it were by a thune

‘der-bolf, the whole of France become

only one frightful chaos, or rather one:
vaft conflagration ; every principle; con-:
fecrated by neceffity in every place, at

all periods, and in every heart, fpurnest

at or annihilated ; the overthrow of every
- cuftom, nay of prejudises- and even -ha-

” bits; the almoft total exchange of pro-

perty, which is more aftenifhing than its
ruin ; beggary taking place of wealth,and

wealth not daring to put itfelf inwe the -

place of beggary ; in the midft of which,
‘a band of villains, but a handful com<

pared
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pared to the whole nation, fcattered,
throughout the republic, fubdue a peo-
ple viGorious without, and armed with-,
in. And this band of monfters were ftill
greater in impudence than crimes ; pa-,
rading from city to city, from ftreet to,
fireet, from place to place, from houfe.
to houfe, with robbery, pillage, famine,
and aflaffination a their train; ﬁriking;
with the fame poniard the prudence
which was flent, or the truth that had :
the boldnefs to fpeak; purfuing the fcar—
ful man in his flight, after having mure
dered the intrepid citizen who fcorn
to ﬂy We, havc fceu mdced the mo-,
ment, when. evcry man in F rance who
was not a decided villain could not,
‘without nfkmg death every hour of the
day, either.be filent or {fpeak out, gnther
flay or fly ;—and this was fuffered by
Frenchmen at the very period when they
were the conquerors of the world.”

It was impoffible that this ftate of exe

H4 treme
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treme violence could be permancnt. The -
firft dawning hope of deliverance arofe
from the quarrels of the different fa&tions 3
it was therefore with fatisfaGtion, the caufe
of which the friends of liberty were cau-
tious to diffemble, that they faw the par-
ty of the commune, of the war-minifter,
and of Danton, fent to the fcaffold ; for
there feemed no reafon why other fac-
tions fhould not arife to difplace, and alfo
to bring to punifhment, thofe who now
wiclded the revolutionary fceptre.

. Though Danton was deftroyed, his
fparty was ftill numerous in the conven-
. “wer tion ; and it was afferted, that ‘had he ap-
peared at the tribune wheh he was ac-
eufed, and denounced Robefpierre, he
would have fent his rival to the fcaffold.
Robcf pierre, | “who was confcious that he
had not. f'ubdued the fplrlt, though he
had taken off the head, of the faction,
thought, like Czfar, that nothing was
done while any thing remained unfinith:
o ‘- ed,
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ed.. He faw the difficulty that would at-
tend his operations, if, to ufe Camille
Defmoulins’ expreflion, he continued to
make ¢¢ des coilps ‘reglés” in the foreft
of the convention, and therefore con-
ceived, it feems, the hardy project of
felling the whole wood at one ftroke; of
breaking up the convention as'a gan-
grened body not worth partial applica~
tions, and taking the care of the ftate| mto
his own hands. . o
The committees of pubhc and general |
fafety, which were the committees of
government, were abfolute in thetr ad-
miniftration, and t_hc convention had
dwindled into the moft contemptible in-
fignificance.” The deputies met to hear
a report for the fake of form, to cfap their
hands on the re-election of their tyrants
when the periods arrived, or huzza at 3 .
carmagnol of Barrere; and were feng
away at four o’clock to dinner, to call
again the next morning at twelve.
~ Hg  Although
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Although Robefpierre had fucceeded
in breaking them into this fubordination,
he had not {o entirely checked the ambi~
tion of his fellow riders ; for there were
{ome, who, though better difemblers than
the members of the late commune, beheld
with as unfatisficd an eye the firetches
which Robefpierre’s faction were mak-
ing; and which they faw would pufh
them from their feats, as they.had aided
him in removing others. .

The firft ftep towards the acquifition
of abfolute power was the concentration
of all authority in the committee of pub-
lic fafety. Robefpierre had filled the

wacant places in the commune with his

owr creatures, and the jacobins were his
devoted fubje@s. All that remained,
therefore, was to annihilate the powers
of the committee of general fafety, which
took care of the lives and properties of
the citizens, while the other was charged
with the external affairs and the gene~

' ral
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ral weal of the ftate; and unite in this
Taft both individual and public welfare.
"To.this propofition the members of the
committee of general fafety did not dxf-
.cover any readinefs to affent ; and though
Reobefpierre had reigned with uncon-
trolled fway fince the death of the Gi-
ronde, his afcendancy over his aflociates
had not reached fo far as to preyail with
sthem to bend their necks, like the herd
of the convention and tie pcopfe, to hxs
yoke.

Thefe ftruggles had made a formal
divifion at this period in the two com-
mittees, which had confifted for fome
time of two-parties; but whofe coali-
tion bhad been cemented hitherto by
crimes and by blood. Robefpierre’s
party in the committee of public fafety
was compoled of St. Juft, Couthon, and
Barrere; in that of general fafety, of
David, Vadier, and fome others; and
thoqgh thefe committees were at hoftili~

H6 tes
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ties with each other, the intereft of the
ruffians was too clofely vunited to bring
their quarrel before the public. The
ambition of Robelpierre embarrafied
them much, and. it was more than once -
‘propofed that recourfe fhould be had to
the poniard. This plan, which was
highly relithed by many members of the
committee, was vehemently oppofed by
& citizen, who, having beerr admitted
into their councils, was often an inftru-
ment in the hands of providence of lef-
fening individual horrors, and of faving
many from deftruttion. He reprefented
1o them all the evils that would neceffa-
rily refult from fuch an a& of premature
violence ; that they might indeed kill the
tyrant, but that they would infallibly
be the victims themfelves ; that he would
be confidered by the people as & martyr,
and they would be reputed his murder-
ers ; while forbearance and temporizing
would puth him on to fome ac of in.

confideration
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confideration and folly, which they, who
knew his treafonable defigns, might lay
hold on as an attempt to deftroy the liber-
ty of the republic; and the people would
fend him with execrations to the fcaffold,
‘whom, in the prefent flate of things, they
would perhaps be ignorantly induced to
honour as a faint, :

LET-
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ROBESPIERRE, finding the com-
mittee fo little inclined to pay him that
fubmiffive homage which was.yielded to
him by the reft of France, abfented him~
felf both from them and the conven-
tion during fome weeks ; and began to -
prepare for open hoftilities, with the af-
fiftance of the jacobins, the revolution-
ary tribunal, and the regeperated com-
mune. The united ftrength of thefe bo-
dies was very formidable, and the con~
vention had nething to oppofe to them
but the pofiibility of exciting rebellion
againft the conftituted authorities ; for
. the military force was in the hands of
Henriot, who was the devoted flave of
Robefpierre ; and the civil and revolu-
tionary -concerns of the feGtions of Paris
: cen-

~
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centred in.the.commune, the.direGars
of which wese of bis immediate appqint,
ment.- ‘The jagobins bore fway aver the
whaole, a.qd he was the ab[p&u;p moaasch
of the jacobins, - - .,

When Robcfplen:e thought that hn
plan was fufficiently matured, he appear-~
ed at thetribune of the conventiop, which
he had not entered for fome time, and
made a vehement harapgpe on the ope
preflion which was exercifed over him-
felf, and againft the operamons of the
commistees ; promifipg the. conveation,
that he would ptopofe the pnly mqang
fitted to {ave the country.

His (peech excited much agitation ;
the members appeared to liften to him
with ﬁ_mfations fimilar.to thofe of the in-
habijtants of fome great city, who hear
the murmurs.of the earthquake, and feel
the ground fhake beneath them, but are
ignorant where the.gulph will open, and
what part, or if the whole, will be fwal-

lowed
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lowed up. The convention; “although
alarmed, and doubtful how to a&, yet
feeing the profpe& of irsemediable ruin
before their eyes through the thin cover-
ing which the tyrant had thrown over
his defigns, aflumed fufficient courage
to debate on the prominent parts of his
fpeech, which they ordered to be printed.

Having opened himfelf thus far to
the convention, Couthon explained the
fpeech more fully at the jacobins’ in the
evening. There he denounced the two

committees of gavernment as traitors, - |

and infifted that the perfons who com-
pofed thofe committees thould be ex-
cluded from the fociety.. The prefident
of the revolutionary tribunal was the
next commentator on Robefpierre’s
fpeech, and pronounced without any re-
ferve, that the convention fhould be pu- -
vified alfo ; which implied the entire dif-
folution of the reprefentative body. - -
~This purification was not to be con.
- H fined
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fined to the convention ; for the cone
fpiracy againft the republic had, to
borrow the language of thefe, regenera-
tors, its authors and accomplices in
every quarter of Paris. The fate of one
defcription of thofe confpirators was fo
certain, that their graves were literally
dug before their eyes, and graves of no
ordinary extent. Thefe were the multi-
tude of prifoners who were waiting a
more formal, but not le(s certain death,
before the revolutionary tribunal. It had
been propofed to build a feaffolding in
the greac hall of the Palais, refcmblmg
the hall of chtmmﬁcr, where two or
three hundred mighe be tried at “once,
inftead of fifty or fixty as was the prefent:
mode. But it was now thought the great
ends of national juftice might be better
anfwered by what was called emptying
the prifons at once ; and that, as the feo-
tence of thefe confpirators was already
paﬁ'cd, the formality of their appear:

ance
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ance at a tribunal mightbedifpenfed with.

\‘( For fome days therefore. labourers had

bcen employed in feveral prifons of Paris,
in making large excavations in their re-
fpetive court. yards ; and it was not con-
cealed from many of the prifoners by
their keepers, and even by the admini-

ftrators- of the police, how they were.

to be filled up. We cannot hefitate in
believing this pew inftance of atrocity,,
when wg compare the revolutionary lan-
guage held by the chiefs on the neceflity
of quick exped;ents to get rid of traitors,
together with -the, changes made juft at.
this period in the keepers of the yarious.
prifox;s. fince thofec who had moft dif-.
tmgux(bed themfelves for firmpefs™ of
Rerve in thc commiffion of murders,
l;a.d fucgeqlgd the o;dmary ruffians® ;.
. and.

* The jailor moft ccchrath for hm atrocities
was Benoit, who bad bcen an“exccutioner under the
orders ;of Callot d’Herhois at Lyons, and who
- ‘ at
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and alfb, what is more certain evidencey
the information of many of the pri-
{omers, who, confined in different prifons,.
agree in.relating the fame faQs. There.
is alfo: Little doubt thas the nobles and
firangers, who by the law of the fifteentlr
of . Germijnal were difperfed thrqugh
the various communes of the republic,,
under. the ¢ye of tyrants, who were in-
formed of . their refidence. by the deca!
dary retugns of the. feveral municipali-
ties’ which they inhabited; would have
fumred the fate of the prifoners.

: The oonvention. i the mean time
obferved their ufal- fubmiflive filence;
althéugh 'thcy; well kmew that certain

at this ‘period was appomted keeper of the Luem '
-bdurg. His ferodious  manners formed a lamentable
sontraft with the gentlenels of ‘the good ‘Benoit
whomn I have meutmed i .my form:zflctters. X
have juft reccxvcd from the gentleman who has
tranflated thofe letters into the Gcrman langquc.
Sce Appendxx, No. HI.

portions.
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pertions of them were defignated, lifts
of profcription having been difcovered
from the careleflnefs of thofe who were
to co-openate in the bloody work. One-
was found by accident among the papers 1,
of Vilate, one of the revolutionary jury,
who, being refratory on fome particular
point, had been arrefted. o
- The fame flate of ftupefa&ion: whn:h

bad led the' convention .o .fee former
maffes torn from their body, feemed
fill to benumb their faculties. Robe-
fpierre, whofe feceflion. frem the com-
mitices had not rendered him, lefs the
mafter of their operatioas, flatteréd him«
felf that the tafk was iow perfoltly. cafyy

) for, independent ‘of his irrefiftible pha-
lanxes, the jacobins, the revolutionary
committees, the rcgcnerau:d commune,
and the ‘military force of Paris; the ter-
ror which he had infufed into the con-
vention came powerfully to his aid.

st The hours of the tyrant were never-
T ey - thelefs
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thelefs numbered, and the moment ap-
proached when he was to make his ac-
count with eternal juftice. The attack
of Robefpierre upon his colleagues on
the morning of the 8th of Thermidor,
and the commentary made by his accom-
plices at the jacobins’ the fame evening,
roufed the convention from their dif-
honourable lethargy, and they became
" bold from defperation.

The eventful day at lengtharrived, and
both parties took their places in the hall

of the convention with an air of affected

calmnefs, while fome ordinary bufinefs
of the day wenton; for no one even of
the profcribed members feemed anxious
to become the Curtius of the reft, al-
though the next meeting of the jaco-
_ bins, or the next motion of the munici-
pality, might have decided the arreft 6f
-the whole of the "convention, except
Robcfpxem s faéhon. But St. Juft hav-
ing afcended the tribune, and begun1a

fpeech

\

I,
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-fpeech in the farme. whining -tone which
Robefpierrehad-ufed the preeeding day,
complaining .of the ‘bad treatment bhe
‘had received, -and of the tréafon of his
«colleagues:in . the committee ; Tallien,
and »Billdiud Varennes, the -former of
‘whom ‘was on ‘the Jift -of -profeription,
and-the latter ‘Robefpierre’s rival in the
committee, overpowered- his voice by
their denunciations -againft the perfi-
"diovis atid horrible defigns of the tyrants,
‘which they unveiled to the convention. |
‘Robefpierre, who was ignofant of this
“eounter confpiracy, though he faw a
:difpefition the preceding day to mu-
~tiny, was ftruck as withra thunderbolt.
‘He mede at -length ‘fome attempts ro
-fpedk-; bug his voice-was drowned in-the
-dénunciations: poured forth againt him.
hthen -infifted on his -arreft : but'the
-eonvention, under - the : imprefion of
.#s-habiuab terpor, . contented jtfelf with
. pronouncing that of his inferior agents ;
and
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and it Wwas not till Robefpierre had
mounted the tribune, and, with the air 6f
a chief, called the convention a band of
robbers, that Vadier, one of his former ‘
accomplices, obtained the vote of accu-
fation, by tuming evidence-agzinft him.
Robefpierre, fecing himfelf befet on every
fide, threw a look of piercing indigna-
tion towards his brother mountainéers,
and reproached them for their cowardice.
Hearing curfes poured down upon him
from every quarter, and feeing that his
kingdom was departed from him,he call-
ed out in the fury of defperition to beled
‘to death ; which the conivention'virtgally
decreed, in an unanimous vote-of acca-
fation againft him, 'His colleagues S¢,
Juft, Couthon, Le Bas, and his own-
brother, were arrefted at the fame time,
and after fome reﬁ(’taucc were led away
~"to prifon. . .

Thus far the convéntion kad' begn
fuccefsful ; for all parties had eoncvited

in
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in the humiliation of a.tyrant, by whom
all had been equally opprefled. But the
fcene which the city prefented was truly
alarming. The jacobins, hearing of the
infurrection againft Robefpierre, imme-
diately aflembled. The commune, which
was ordered to the bar of the convention,
inftead of obeying, rang the tocfin to call
the citizens to arms. Henriot, the com-
mander of the military force, who -had
been arrefted and led to the committee
of general fafety, was releafed, and pa-
rading the ftreets on horfeback,  while
the cannoneers -under his orders had
loaded their pieces. Robefpierre with
his colleagues was delivered from prifon

. by the adminiftrators of the police, and,
_being inflalled at the hotel de v1lle, had

_outlawed the whole convention.

. Had the confpirators acted with ordi-
‘nary fagacity ; had they immediately
- marched their cannon againft the con-
vcnnon, which for fome hours was only
guarded

1.
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guarded by a fmall number of armed
citizens, the triumph of Robefpierre and
the municipality would have been com-
plete. But, happily for humanity, they
wafted thofe moments in dehbcranons o
and harangues; whillt the convcntlon,
taking courage at the goodnefs of its
caufe, and in the hope of fome fparks of
remaining virtue in the people, difcovered
a difpofition to defend themfelves, and '
in a fhort time thoufands flew to their
aid. The ball of the jacobins was cleared
by the _energy of Legendre; and feven
deputies were named as gencrals for the
conventional caufe againft the commune,
who were now declared to be in a ftate
of rebellion, and put out of the law, -
Such at this moment was the ftate of
Paris, when the commauder of the mi-
litary force, Henriot, appeared in the
court of thé convention, and ordered it
to furrender. But he came too late : the
convention was now prepared for de-

. Vou. lIL. 1 - fence,
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fence, and anfwered his fummens by put-
ting him out of the law as well as his
employers.

This “hors 1a loi” has the fame effect
on a Frenchman as if it were the cry of
the peftilence : the obje& becomes civil-
ly excommunicated, and 2 fort of con-

.tamination is apprehended if you pafs

through the air which he has breathed.
Such was the effe which this decree
preduced upon the cannoneers, who had
planted their artillery againft the con-
vention : without receiving any further
inftruions, except hearing that the com-
mune were € hors la loi,” they inftantly
turned their pieces. Henriot, feeing
this unexpeéted refiftance, and finding
that the feftions meant to deliberate
before they put the convéntion to death,
flunk back to the commune, who were
alfo in a profound ftate of deliberation.
In the mean time the convention had

.- fent deputies into every quarter of the

. town,
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town, to rally the citizens around the al.
fembly ; and they fucceeded fo well, that
in afew hours the convention had an
hundred thoufand men to march againft
the commune. The hotel de ville was
now befieged in its turn; and might have
made a formidable refiftance, had not
the cannoneers of that quarter alfo heard
of the ¢ hors la loi,” and refufed to fire
their pieces; while the immenfe multitude
that were idly aflembled in the place de
Greve before the hotel, had taken poffef-
fion of the carriages of the artillery to
ferve as ladders, from which they could
{tare into the windows, and crowds ‘were
mounted on the cannon ta enjoy the
fpeCtacle. The confpirators now, aban-
domed, and, like Nero, having no friend
or enemy at hand to difpatch them, had
no means of efcaping from ignominy
but by a voluntary death, which they had
not the courage to give themfelves.
Catiline, it is faid, was found at a con-
. fiderable
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fiderable diftance from his friends,
mingled amongft his enemies, with a |
countenance bold and daring in death, |
It is fomewhat remarkable, that nearly |
two years fince a writer, drawing the
parallel, or rather the diffimilitude of |
charatter between Catiline and Robef-
pierre, obferved, that whenever the de-
cifive moment of conteft -thould anfe
between the parties which were formed
after the 1oth of Auguft, Robefpicrre
would perifh; not plunged into the ranks
of his foes,-but be ftruck by fome ig-
noble hand, and die from a wound in
his back.

The confpirators, feeing that all refilt-
ance was fruitlefs, hid themfelves or took
to flight. Robefpierre was found in an
apartment of the hotel, and was fternly
reminded by a gehdarme that a fupreme
being really exifted. Robefpierre held a
knife in his hand, but had not courage to
ufe it; the gendarme fired at him with a

- piftol,

\ -
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piftol, and broke his jaw-bone; he fell,
without uttering a word. His brother
threw himfelf out of a window, and broke
his thigh by the fall. Henriot had given
his affociates the ftrongeft affurances that
he was fecure of the military force of Pa-
ris; and Coffinhal, a judge of the revolu-
tionary tribunal, when he faw that all was
loft, poured forth the moft-bitter invec-
tives againft Henriot for having thus de-
ceived them; and at length feizing him,
in a fit of rage and defpair, threw him out
of a window. Henriot concealed himfelf
a fhort time in 2 common-fewer, . from
whence he was dragged after having loft
an eye. Thefle criminals, with their ac-
complices, were breught, fome on biers
and others on foot, to the convention;
from whence they were all fent to the
Conciergerie, except Robefpierre, who
was carried into the anti-chamber of the
committee of public fafety, where thofe
who attended him told me he lay ftretch-

13 . ed
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ed motionlefs on z table four houss, wrch
his head bound up, and his eyes thut;
making no anfwer to the taunting quef-
tions that were put to him, but pinch-

-ing his thighs with convulfive agony, and

fometimes looking round when he ima-
gined no one was near. _He' underwent
the operation of dreffing his wounds, in
order to prolong his exiftence a few
hours; after which he was fent, with the
reft of his affociates, to the tribunal.
The identification of their ‘perfons was

" all that was neceffary, fince they were

bors la loi, and the fentence of execution
againft them was demanded by their for-
mer friend, Fouquier Tainville.

On the evening of the. 10th of Thermi-
dor (the 28th of July 1794), thefe crimi-
nals were led to the fcaffold. The frantic
joy which the Parifians difcovered on
this occafion was equal to the pufillani-
mous ftupor into which they had been
hicherto plunged. = The maledictions

that
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that accompanied the tyrants on their
way to execution were not, as ufual; the
-clamour of hireling furies; they proceed-
&d with honeft indignation from the lips
of an opprefled people, and burft invo-
luntarily from the heart of the fatherlefs
and the widow. Thefe monfters were
made to drink the cup of bitternefs to the
very dregs. Many of them were fo disfh-
guved by wounds and bruifes, that it was
difficatt_to diftinguith their perfons, and
little attention bad been paid to alleviate
thefe intermediate fufferings. Inthe mafs
perithed Robefpierre, his co-adjutors
- Couthon and St. Juft ; Henrlot,the com.
wmander of the military force of Paris; the
mayor of Paris; the national agent; the
prefident of the jacobins; the prefident
of tive revolutionary tribynal; the fans.’
culotte preceptor of the young dauphin;
and the agents of thefe leaders, to the
number of twenty-two. The following
day the members of the commune of
’ - 14 . Paris,

-
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Paris, to the amount of feventy-two, were
beheaded on the place de Greve; and
twelve, on the day after, completed the
lift of the chiefs of the prefent'confpiracy
. The bar of the convention, which had
Jitherto been the echo of the tyrants, ap-
- plauding every barbarous meafure, and
fan&ioning every atrocious deed, now
refounded with gratulation and triumph
upon the vitory, and aflurances, fince
-~ it was gained, that thofe who offered the
addrefs would have fhed the laft drop of
“blood to have obtained it; or, according
to the accultomed phrafe, ¢ have made
a rampart of their bodies.” This incon-
fitency on the part of the Parifians will
not appear furprifing, when we refle®
‘that the city was divided into two par-
ties—the murderers, who were now over-
thrown, and thofe who were to have been
thurdered, and who now exulted in their
deliverance.

Conﬁdcrmg the 1mmenfc mﬂuehcc
which
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" which the terrorit fa&ion, the denomi-
nation now given to Robefpierre’s fup-
porters, had. obtained both in Paris and
in the departments, the whole of the ad-
miniftrations, both civil and military,
throughout the republic being put into

their hands, it is fearcely credible that fo’

mighty an hoft fhould have been over-
thrown, by one fingle effort, and in which
no meafures were prepared or combined.

The inhabitants of thofe. /iving fepul-
cbres, the prifons of Paris, felt with moft
ecftacy this happy 'revolution. - Hope
had entirely forfaken them ; they had re-

figned themfelves in fixed defpair to that

fate, which they believed to bc inevi-
table. :

The prifoners knew that fome extra-
erdinary fcenes were paffing in the city ;
for in all the -prifons they had been or-
dered to retire to reft one hour earlier
than ufual, and to leave their doors un-
locked ; and at the fame time they ob-

I's ' ferved

\
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ferved an air of myftery on the faces of
their keepers,. which feemed to bode
fome near and dreadful evil. .

The ringing of the tocfin durmv the
night ferved to increale their apprehen-
fions ; they imagined a great tumult agi—
tated the city, but concluded that it was
only fome ftroke of more extenfive ty-
ranny that was about to be inflited, and
that would confolidate more firmly the
power of the tyrants: In this ftate of
torture they paffed the night, and waited
the light of the morning in all the pangs.
of terror and difmay. At length the
morning returned, and the important
. fecrex had mot yet penetrated the walls

of the prifons ; but a feeling like hope
animated the finking {pirits of the pri-.
foners, when, with the fearching eye of
“-anxious expectation, they fought to read
their fate in the countenances of their
jailors, and there difcovered evident
marks of dxfappomtmcnt and dejection,
- while
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_while fome relaxation from their habis
tual feverity fucceeded the extraordinary
precautions and rigour of the precedmg
day. .
They were not however long held in
fufpenfe. In fome of the prifons the
new{paper of the paft evening was pro.
cured at an enormous price: but who
. could rate too high the purchale which
brought the tidings of deliverante? In
fomre of the prifons, the citizens who
were obliged to perform the painful
office of guards within their gloomy
courts, contrived to tell the prifoners in

monofyllables breathed in whifpers (for

all intercourfe betwe¢en the guards and
the prifoners was fternly prohibited), that
the hour of hope and mercy beamed
vpon-their fufferings. - In other prifons
they were informed of what was paffing,

by women who difplayed upon the roofs -
of houfes, which overlooked at a diftance

1‘5 the

N
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the prifon walls, the names of Robef—

“pierre and his affociates, written in fuche
.broad characters that the prifoners with

. the aid of glaffes could read them plainly 5.

\[

and after prefenting the name, the gene-~
sous informer fhewed by expreflive gef-

‘tures, that the head of him who bore that

name had fallen. .
A military gentleman who was con-
fined in the prifon of the Abbey told me,

" that, afier having paffed the night of
_ the 27th of July, in .the immediate ex-

peQtation-of being maffacred, all his fears.
were inftantly relieved by a very flight

" ciccumftance. The prifoners had long
_ been denied the confolation of any inter-

view with theirfriends ; the utmoft pri~

. vilege allowed them was that of writing

upon the dire&ion of the packets of li-

~ nen, when they were fent to their houfes
" to be wafhed, or received from thence,

after a very ftrit examination, ¢ Je me
T porte
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porte bien ®.» The wife of this gentle:

man, to whom fhe was tenderly attached, -

ufed every day to write with an aching
heart upon the packet, ¢ Je me porte
bien.” On the morning of the 28th of
July, the packet arrived as ufual; but
one monofyllable and one note of ad-
miration were added to the dire@ion:
¢ Ah, que je me porte bien4!” With
an emotion of tranfport which told him

his misfortunes were at an end, he read .

thofe little words, and hailed the blefled
augur.

During many hours the fall of the
tyrant was repeated with cautious timi-
dity through the dreary manfions of con-
finement, and the prifoners related to
each other the éventful tale, as if they
feared that .

¢ More than echoes talked along the walls.”

Even the minds of thofe who were at li~

- %Lamwell.  $Ah,how welllam!
berty,

\r
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berty, were too ftrongly fettered by ter-
ror to bear the fudden expanfion of joy
and the gentlernan who firft brought the
tidings to my family that Robefpierre:
was atrefted, after having been blarned
for his imprudence in mentionifig fuch a
circumftance before fome ftrangers who
were prefent, faid in a tone of refentment,
¢ This is the fourth family which 1 have
endeavoured to make happy by this
news ; and inftead of being thanked for
the intelligence, all ate afraid to hear it.”
At length, however, the clouds of
doubt, mifiruft, and apprehenfion va-
nithed, the clear funfthine of joy beamed
upon every heart, and every eye was
bathed in tears of exultation. Yet thofe
overwhelming emotions were empoifon.

«d By bitter regrets. Every individual

had to lament fome vi&im to whom he
was bound by the ties of nature, of grati.
tude, or of affetion; and many were )
doomed to mourn gver a friend, a father,
5 . or
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or-a hufband, whom a month, a week,
a day would have fnatched from death.
With peculiar pangs thofe vitims were
regretted, who were led to execution, to
the number of nearly fixty, on the 27th
of July, without guards, the military
- having been called to the aid of the con-
vention on the arreft of Robefpierre. It
was recollefted when too late, 1t was re-

echoed through Paris with a general .

feeling of remorfe, that one word might
have refcued thofe laft martyrs of tyranny
from death, and that yet they were fuf- -
-~ fered to perifh.

. Iany private individual had from the
gallery, or at the bar of the'convenrion,
demanded a refpite, there is no doubt it
would immediately have been granted.
The heart dilates at the idea of that fub-
lime happinefs which he would have
prepared for himfelf, who fhould thus
have refcued the innocent. What evil
could malignity or misfortune have in-

flited
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fli&ed upon a mind, which could have re
pelled them with the confcioufnefs of

fuch an a&tion? But tyranny, like ¢ guile, -

makes cowards of us all;” every man
trembled for himfelf; the event of the

day yet hung in fufpenfe, and the fuf--

ferers were left to die. -

Soon afier the execution of Robef-
pierre, the committee of general fafety
appointed a deputation of its members
to vifit the prifons, and {peak the words
of comfort to the prifoners ; to hear from
their own lips the motives of their cap-
tivity, and to change the bleody rollsof
profcription into regifters of promifed
freedom. In the mean. time orders for
Iiberty arrived in glad fiiCteflion ; and
the prifons of Paris, fo lately the abodes
of hopelefs mifery, now exhibited fcenes
which an angel of mercy might have
contemplated with pleafure.

" The firft perfons releafed from the
Luxc.mbourg were mon{, and madame

' Bltauby,

Al
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Bitauby, two days after the fall of Robes
fpierre.  'When. they departed, the pri-
foners, to the amount of nine hundred
perfons, formed a lane to fee them pafs;

they embraced them, they bathed them A

with tears, they overwhelmed them with
benedictions, they hailed with tranfport
the moment which gave themfelves the
carneft of returning freedom: but the
foul has emotions for which the lips
have no, utterance; and the feelings of
foch moments may be- 1mag|ned but
cannot be defined.
" - Crowds’ of people were conflantly af-
fembled at the gates of the prifons, to
enjoy the luxury of feeing the prifoners
fnatched from their living tombs, and
reftored to freedom ¢ that very people;

who had beheld in ftupid filence the -

daily work of death, now melted in tears . :

over the fufferers, and filled the air with
acclamations at their releafe.
Among a'multitude of affeting fcenes

. - which ~
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whacb paffed at thofe prifon-doors, where
the wife, after a feparation like that of
death, again embraced her hufband—
where children clung upon the necks ef
their Jong-loft parents—none were more
interefting than the unbounded tranf-
ports of a little boy of fix years of age,
the fon of monf. de F«—, when his
father met him at the gate, and while he
prefled him in his arms with an emotion.
which choked his voice. This child
was particularly remarked, having en-
gaged the affetions of many perfens in
the neighbourhood by his behaviour dur-

- ing his father’s long confinement. He

bad ‘never failed to come ewvery day
bounding along the tarrace of the Lux-
embourg, till be approached the walls
of the prifon ; and when he reached the
fentinel, he always pulled off- kis hat

- wvery refpe&fully, and, looking up in his

face with a fupplicating air, enquired,
Cugm, voks me permeiires de faluer mon
papa?
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‘tapa* ? and unlefs when he {poke to thofe

““ who never had a fon,” his petition -

was generally granted. He then ufed to
kifs his hands again and again to his fa-
ther, and -play over his fportive tricks

before him, while the parent’s.tears fol-

lowed ¢ach other in {wift {fucceffion.

.AH the ltde artifices which affection”

had prompted to cheat the watchful feve=.
rity- of unrelenting jatlors, and foften the
agonies of feparasion by the charm of
mutual intercourfe, were now difclofed.
And it was found that love and friend-
fhip had been more vigilant than fufpi-
~ cion itfelf ; had. eluded its wakefual eye;
and, in {pite of triple bolts, and guards,
and fpies, had poured forth thofe effu-
fions of tenderne(s, thofe affurances of
~ fidelity not to be fhaken by the frowa
of tyrants, which cheered the gloom of
the prifon, and awakened in_the heart

* Ci,ti'zen,‘you will give me leave to kils m}
hand to oy papa? i
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of the captive thofe luxurious feclmgs-—
that arife when

¢¢ {weet remembrance fooths
With virtue’s kindeft looks the aching brcaﬁ
© And turns our tears to rapture.”

Someumes_ picees of paper carelefsly torn,

~and fent at different periods wrapped

round fruit or vegetables, when the fcat~
tered fcraps were rejoined by the pri-

- foner, communicated the.tidings he was

moft anxious to hear. Sometimes a
tender billet was found inclofed within a
roafted fow!; and when the period arrived
at which. no nouri(hment was fuffered to
be fent to the prifoners, the fainting

. frame was occafionally revived by rich

and cordial wines, which were conveyed
on the pretence of ficknefs, labelled as
bottles of medicine. But- one of the
pious frauds moft fuccefsfully €mployed
was_the agency of a dog. ' His mafter
was conﬁncd in the prifon of the Lux-

' cmbourg,
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embourg, and the faithful animal con- -
trived every day to get into the prifon,
and penetrate as far ‘as his chamber,
when he ufed to overwhelm him with
carefles, and feem to participate in his
diftrefs. His wife, who was at liberty,
but deprived of all intercourfe with her
hufband, ufed to carefs the dog upon his
return from the prifon with the fame
kind of emotion with which Werter
gazed upon the little ragged boy whom
he fent to fee Charlotte when he was pre-
venteg frem feeing her himfelf. At
length the idea fuggefted itfelf to'the
lady of inclofing a billet within the dog’s
cha.r fhe contrived to give her hufband,
Bme intimation of her {cheme, which
fhe immediately put in prattice. From
that period the four-legged courier, fur«
nifhed with his invifible packet, march-
 ed boldly forward every day at the ap-_
pointed hour thiough hofts of foes, and,
in deﬁance of revoluuonary edidts, laid -
: his



‘ ( 190 )
his difpatches and his perfon at his maf-
ter's fect. )

Paris was now converted into a fcene
of enthufiaftic pleafure. The theatres,
the public walks, the ftrects, refounded
. with the fongs of rejoicing ; the people
indulged themfelves in all the frolic gai-
ety which belongs to their chara&er; and *
all the world knows that joy is no where
fo joyous as’ at -Paris, which feems the
" natural region of Pleafure, who, though

 feared away for a while by fullen ty-

rants, {oon returns upon her light wing,
-like the wardering dove, and appears to
find on no other fpot her proper place
of reft.

Upon the fall of Robefpierre, the ter-
rible fpell which bound the land of
France was broken ; the fhrieking whirl-
winds, the black precipices, the bottom-’
lefs gulphs, fuddenly vanifhed ; and're-:
viving nature covered the waftes with

Bowers, and the rocks with verdure.
: All
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All the fountains of public profperity
and public happinels were indeed poifon- -
ed by that malignant genius, and there-
fore the ftreams have fince occafionally
run bitter; but the waters are regaining
their purity, are returning to their natu-
ral channels, and are no longer difturb-
ed and fullied in their courfe.

I thall, in a fhort time, fend you an.
account of the events which have fuc-
ceeded the fall of Robefpierre,  and
which wind up the fingular drama of re-
volutionary government conformably to
the moft rigid rules of poetical juftice ;
or rather let me fay, that we {e€ heaven
calming the doubts of human weaknefs
on its myfterious ways, by the triumph
of innocence ‘and the expiation of guilt,

The eventful fcenes of the laft winter
will lead us to the prefent moment at -
which revolutionary government ceales,
and a new conflitution is prefented to
the people of France, ‘The veflel of

- - the
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the ftate, built with toil and trouble, and

cemented with blood, will foon be launch-
ed. - We have yet feen nothing but dif-
jointed planks, and heard only the dif-
cordant turbulence of the hammer and

_the anvil. The fabric is at length eret=

ed ; and it now remains to be tried, if it
be framed of materials fufficiently firm
and durable to defy the fhock of the
confliting elements, and float majefti-
cally down the ftream of time.

AP-
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APPENDIX

No. I.

At the Prifon of the Force, December 5th, O, S, .
sth Nivofe.

I HAVE juft read the evening paper. I
find my name in the decree of aceufation
propofed by Robefpierre; ina few mo-
ments, perhaps, 1 fhall be thrown into the
dungeons of the Conciergarie. I know
not on what grounds an indi@ment can
be found againft me, after four months
having elapfed fince the trial of my fa-
ther, during which time I have been in
no refpect inculpated ; and I fhall find
no difficulty in proving my innocence
K2 againft
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+ againft any accufation whatever. Never-
-thélefs, the minds of the jury are’fome-
times fo cafily and fo fuddinly convinced,
“that 1 feel it is my duty to. throw a few
Jines on paper to fill up what I mayomit
at the tribunal. - I am trying to conjec-
-, ture what rhay bé imputed to me. I owe
it to my fon, to my wife, to my friends,
‘and may at leaft an unfullied reputation
‘be an keritage which no tribvnal can
- take away! And firft, I find my mame
joined with thofe of Biron apd Dietrich.
» [ Here he obferves that his- conne&ions
with either were of too flight a nature to
be imputed by the tyrants to'him.as a
‘ctime ; though he confiders them "both
- as men of charadter and integrity. He
then commues ] It is probably on the
_ fubje® of my diplomatic career at the
* epocha prior to the war, when I was fent
on a fecret miffion to the duke of Brunf-
.wick, that I.am'about to be queﬁfioned.
‘The natuse ‘of this laft hegotiation would
' | "have
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baveimpofed filence on me for. ever, if
powerful reafons and imperious neceffity
did not oblige me to break.it at prefenc.
The minifter Narbenne, whom I know
but flightly, and with whom I'never-had
any other conneQion than that of which
1 am going to fpeak, fent to me at Strafe
bourg, where.1.was at the end of Novems
ber 1791, and informed me that the king
was defirous of fending me to the duke
of Brunfwick to propofe to him to take
the command in chief. of the French ar- -
maes.. On.the firft view, this projett ex-
cited- only doubts- and" obje@ions in my
mind. Narbonne was prefling, and feem-
ed anxious for the regeneration of the
army, and the folid eftablithment of the
conftitution. He gave me, as well as his
colleague the minifter of foreign affairs,
Leffart, proofs and indications by which
kbelieved, and was bound to believe, that
Lewis thefixteenth was equally folicitous
on this account. I never faw Leffart but
‘ K3 twWo
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two or three times; he appeared to adopt,
though with lefs warmth, the project of
Narbonne, and begged me to compofea
memorial on this fubject, detailing the
different confiderations which I had pre-
-. fented. When I {poke of the impeffibi-
lity of fucceeding in fuch a negotiation,
Narbonne denied this, and agreed only
in admitting that there mnght be fome
difficulties.
- When I fpoke of the nmpmﬁoa i

might poflibly make on the public, and
the influence it would have on.the caufe
of liberty, he an{wered that the beft pa.
triots were in raptures it the proje&, and
that its fuecefs alome, by giving us con-
fideration abroad, and erder in the army,
would" prevent a war,. and fecure us
againft -any fear of foreign invafion, on
account of the reputation and great ta.
lents of the duke of Brunfwick. .I at
{ength' wrote the memorial which the
two miniftershad requefted. I prefented
‘ : S .
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in a forcible manner the almoft infure
mountable ddficulties which refulied from
the political and military character of the
duke of _Brunfwicl@ from bis quality ag
prince of the empire, as chief of the
eldeft branch of the houfe of Hanover, .
the ally of that of Pruffia, I alfo obfeived,
that whaevegfhould nndertake fuch amif-
fion ought to, be authorized to fpeak of
affairs foreign to this fpecial propofition 3
and 1.concluded by faying, that if I un-
dertook. it, [ was almoft certain of return-
ing without baving made the leaft'pro-
grefs in this-delicate bufinefs ; and that |
was. determined not to hazard fuch.a
propafition, if there was -any danger of -
‘#ts being received in a manner injuriouy .
to the .dignity of the national charatter,
and without that refpect and autention
which could alone juftify its being made.
. My memorial-was Tead in the council,
and Lewis the fixteenth and his minifters

K 4, : decided
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decided on my departure. The rmmﬁcrs
of foreign affairs and of war, for I never
faw but thofe two, gave me the mfox’tna-
- gion. : .
Had I had thirty or fifty years of ex-
perience, which I think I have fince ac-
quired, 1 fhould have held faft to my ob-
jeRions, apd fhould have remained at’
home; but being only twenty-three years-
of age, .1 departed; determined never-
thelefs to preferve the circumfpe&-con-
duct | bad prefcribed myfelf. ks will be
feen by my four difpatches fom Brunf-
wick annexed, ‘that the kind receptiofr:
which the duke gave me; his' converfa-
tion, which was interefting, and fome-
times fufficiently philofophic .to induce
me to think that he approved of many
things in the French revolution, led me
to make avertures, It will be obferved
alfo, that having forefeen the little pro-
babﬂxtV'of {uccefs in this "enterprife, ¥
. broke
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broke lence only becaufe I had the cers

tainty- of praducing an impreffion, at,
which'I myfelf was aftonithed. -

Thofe who are well acquainted mth:
the duke of Brunfwisk, will readily per-
ceive that-my recital is exa&, and will

find his charater in thofe convcrfauons.,' )

buta c;rcumﬂa,nce which [ ought not to,
"have related ag that time determined me.
more frongly to open to him the fubje&,
of my: miffion.. I was.on the point of-

lgaving Brunfwick withouwt bawipg {po-~.

ken.of any thing-but the general interefis;

of France with refpe& ‘to- the .empire,.

‘when I heard the calumnious repors,
which were {pread relative to the minifter.

Segur at Berlin ; accufations of perfidious:

projeéts, of corrupted and . fcandalous,

meafures unworthy of a. free people,,

' vghofe fuccefs ought to be founded oply,
on its firength and its vu'me. My filence,
w0uld alfo h;we expofed me to thofa
. Ks vnlc
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vile fufpicions, and I fhould have paffed
for a man who was labouring in-the fame
{pirit, and praifing the fame manceuvres
at Brunfwick in a fubordinate commif-
fion, and of having only worn the mafk
on account of the bad fuccefs of Segur :
T went therefore dire&tly to the point, in
order to clear up the whole.
It will be feen that the propofition was
- received more than decemtly (plus que
décemment ), and that the anfwers of the
duke left me room to return, and to
dwell onit with probability of fuccefs.
Soon after appeared that vitiated poli-
tical fyftem, and which I am far from the
felf-reproach of not having oppofed,
which armed all the princes of Europe
againft us, and drew us fome months af-
ter into a general war. (
A few decrees adopted by the legifla-
tive affembly with refpet to foreign pow-
~ers, deftroyed the hopes which I ftill re-
e ' tained ;



€ w5 )
tained ; and T wrete, that rio further ideas
muft be entertained of fuccefs. Such: was
the conclufion of this bufinefs.

Leffart and Narbonne * had written
to me in the maft flattering manner on
the .opening and progrefs of the nego-
tiation ; and I anfwered them, as may be
feen by my difpatches, that having feen
the duke of Brunfwick again after fifteen
days abfence, I had found him totally
changed in his difpofitions. .

‘Some perfons then faid, that the object
of this miffion was to operate a change of
dynafty in France in favour of the duke
of Brunfwick. This report, [am told,
had circulated in England and arofe in

 the beginning from the divifions between
Lameth and Narbonne.. In thofe kinds

_ of quarrels every means of doing mJury

are employed with too much mdlﬁ'erencc, ‘

This fecrer and concealed projett has

.

* See their letters, which I received at Berlin.

K6 fince
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fince been imputed to Narbonne. The

idea never came into my mind ; and be- -

fides I believed, and had every reafon to

believe myfelf fufficiently fecure againft °

any apprehenfion of this fort, by the
agreement and _formal confent of Eewis
the fixteenth, and perhaps ftill more by the

equal adherence of the two minifters Nar-- -

bonne and Leflart, who were enemies,
and who would not have failed to take
advantage of fuch a fufpicion to have op-

pofed and ruined each other, if there had -

been any foundation for fo doing. As
for myfelf, could I have been tenftru-
ment of fo-abominable a project as that

of giving new mafters to my country !

Céuld I wmaffic with its throne, or its li-

berty, to ferve the purpofes of my own .

- ambition, or that of any one in the world !
¥ fhudder at the thought ;' and knowing
no other foundation for the repert tham
the idle -affertions of men whom the pa-

not
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not imagine that’ fuch 2 fufpxcnon can be
formed againft me in their minds.

“The order to go to Berlin, and replace
Segur, met me at Brunfwick. Our affairs
were there ruined. I was therefore placed
in a moft difficult and eritical fituarion,
¥ thought however, that being already as
it were in the place, at an epocha already
too long delayed, it was my duty to go.-
A ciscumfpe& yet open conduct was my
fafeguard amidft this ftormy career, But
the political fyftem of that period, which
did not fail to gain foon a confiderable .
afcendancy, and which from the firft days
of the adminiftration of Dumourigr drew
on the declaration of war againft Auftria,
left it altogether impoffible for me to be- |
gin amy important negotiation with fue-
cefs. 1 refer for what remains, to my
difpatches, where it will be feen that I i
had ro fucceed a man whofe miffion was
for peace; that the new adminiftration ;

Lo _ ‘had
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had changed- thic, fyftgm ;: that the ac~
knowledged difpofitions of the Pruflian
cabinet, which 1 Had carefully obferved:
_and minnted,” impofed on me as my fc-
vereft tafk to combat with. our own go-
vernment, and to deftroy’ and refuwe a
thoufand falfe fuppofitions, a thoufand
falfe hopes. But my difpatches contain
every thing, abfolutely every thing:
.can only add fome private letters, by
which I endeavoured to thew the impof-
fibility of gaining any attention to vari-
ous arguments which were pointed out to
me with great confidepce, and various
means by which they flattered themfelves
that the king of Pruffia would adopt eur
new political {yltem. T did not conceal
% fingle moment what the intentions and
fteps of the cabinet of Berlin were; and I
was not a litde {urprifed on my return to
hear Dumourier, who had overwhelmed
me with compliments on my mode of
feeing

‘-
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feeingand judging, fay with a tone of al-
furance, in the drawing-room, ¢ Yes,
the Pruffians are on their march ; butyou
will be much aftonifhed when you fee
that it is 7 ijf us in a‘ “froying the lmdé
of Auftria * _
[The remainder” of’thls mtereﬁmg me-
morial of Mr. Cuftine is” filled with af-
- fairs that concern only himfelf. He
fiys that the ill ftaté of his health, on his
return from Berlin, obliged him to retire
to the tountry, and that e had never
difcovered " the leaft ambition to-obtain
any confiderable employment. He fpeaks
alfo of  the letters- which he wrote to-Le
Brun, on the maffacre of the French

,* Dymourier fent to Berlin while I was there,
and which he made a myftery to me, an agent im-
powered by him_to make propofitions which I had
combated in many of my difpatches. The fuccefs
of this miffion, of which I wasinformed by chance,
proved to him that I was not deceived. - -

Y

troops
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 troops at Frankfort.] ¢ Since that tiine,
he continues,  afew letters to my father,
in which I fpoke of his fituation, of the
line of condué whxch he had to obferve; -
different conﬁderatxons, in fine, on which
he ought to fix his attention in order to
fecure fuccefs, have been the only mea-
fures in.which I have mdu‘e&ly interefted
myfelf in. public affairs. Sometimes he
has commiffioned me to urge the expe-
dition of certain demands which he had
made, and I fulfilled his orders pun&u.
ally; and, ficvated as I was, I neither bad
nor could have any more intimate know-
* Jedge of his plans and operations. Ido
not fpeak of them, nor can I enter into
that fubject at this time. Hiftory will,
judge.them. Icould wifh to-have writ-
" ten this paper in a manner lefs confufed,
and lefs incomplete ; but the neceffity 1
was under of keeping no papers by me,
obliged me 1o leave thus xmperﬁ:& this
neceffary



€ g ) .
nceeflary preface to the following dif-
patches.” [Thofe letters and difpatches

are under the national feals, and cannot
yet be ohuained.]

No. 11,
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No. IL

I ALSO faw the experiments which
Marat publithed on light and fire, and
‘which had excited my curiofity. The
independent charafler which that man,
fince become fb noted, difplayed, in-
duced me to feek his acquaintance, and
we became intimately connected. Marat
related to me certain circumftances of his
life, which increafed my efteer for him.
He held himfelf forth as the apoftle of
liberty, and had written when in Eng-
land, in 19735, 2 work on this fubje&,
which was entitled Tbe chains of flavery.
In this publication he unmatked the cor-
raption of the court and of the admi-
niftration. ~ The work he told me had
made a great noife in England, and that
be had been rewarded by valuable pre-
fents, and by his admiffion into corpora-
tions, and the freedom of feveral cities.
He fpoke to me of bis conne&ion with
Tt the
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»he celebrated Kau man 3 of his pro-
~digious fuccefs in praftice; which was
fo great, that on his debut at Paris he was.
paid thirty-fix livres.every vifit, and had
not time fufficient foar all the confulia.
-tions to which he was called. Though
bhe was very well lodged, I did not {ce
that fort of luxury which- might have
been the refult of the wealth that wag
;howcrcd onkijm. ButIhaveal ready ob-
_ ferved that I was habuually credulous.
.and it is oply in .going, pver thc differ-
ent cnrcumﬁ;ances of my conncé‘txon wuh
#his deteftable man, in bringing into one
ymnt of view the part ‘which he has acted ’
in this revolution, that I.have been con-
vinced of the quackery which through
his ‘whole life directed and veiled his

actions and his writings.
. Marat told me, that baving made great
difcaveries in: natpral, philofophy, he
quitted praftice, . which at Paris was the
profcﬂ'lon only of 2 quacky and unwgrthy
of



(zxz)

- of himfelf. But while he rcnounced his
profeflion he'fold from time to time re-
" medies and bottles, the eficacy of which
he warranted, and he was verycareful to
name the price. I recolle&t that, a wart
on my hand having firuck bis eye, he
fent‘mc abottle of very limpid water, for
which 1 thanked him,-and afked him the
price; which was twelve fivres. I made
" mo ufe of the'remedy. Marathad given.

‘me fome miftruft, if not of his fuccefs,

at leaft of his*medical knowledge. He
told me one day, that, in order to cure.
himfelf of the colic, he wanted to have his.
Belly opened, but that, happily for him;
the furgeon had not the complaifance ta
comply with his defire.

Marat was fo entirely full ofhxmfclf‘
of his difcoveries, and of the glory which
Ye fancied be-deferved, that he did not
. ‘appear to me to feel the flighteft lmprcf-
fion of beauty, and he was certainly little
‘calcylated to- pleafe. Neverthelefs, he
= S - _bad
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#iad foupd the fecret of  exciting an at-
tachment .in madame Ja marquife de
L——, a  woman whofe -elegant mxnd
rendered her. .converfation highly in-
_ terefting. Being(eparated from her huf-
band, who was overwhelmed with.debrs,
and difhonoured by a coutfe of.infamous
conduf, (he put herfelf under the caré
of Marat ; who did not confine bis at-
- tentions to her as 2 phyfician, but was
ambitious of fucceeding the hufband.
_This union for a long time aﬁomfhea _
me. The lady was foft, amiable, and
good "and there was nothing fo difgult-
ing, violent,.and favagc in domeflic life
as Marat. ) N
I.muft do him the Ju{’ace to obfcrve,
that the rigour which he exercifed againft
others, he exercifed allo on himfelf. In-
fenfible of the pleafures of the table, and
the enJoymcnts of life, he confecrated
all his time and his money to phnlo-
fophical experiments. Employed night

and
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and day in repeating them, he would
have been contented with bread and
water, in order to have the pleafure of
humbling at fome future day the academy
of fciences. This was the ne plus ultra
. of his ambition. - Enraged at the aca-
demicians, who had treated his firft effays
with contempt, he thirfted with the de=
. fire of vengeance, and to overturn the
firft of their idols, Newton; for ‘which
purpofé he employed himfelf wholly in
experiments deftined to deftroy his prin-
~ ciples of optics. To combat and over-
throw the reputation of celebrated men,
was his ruling paffion: fuch was the
motive which dictated the firft of his
- works, his treatife on e principles of man,
. .which appeared in 1775, in three vo-
lumes, and which Voltaire burlefqued in
his queftions on the Encyclopadia. -

The {yftem of Helvetius was then in
the greateft vogue, and it was againft
Helvetius that Marat wilhed to enter the

4 . lifts,
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tifts. . Certainly Volaire wasin the right
2o ridicule fome of the propofitions and
extravagancies of Marat, but he did not

do-him juftice in other points of view.
“‘The academicians, for inftance, were
violently- animated againft his experi-
metts onlight, on fire,-and on ele&ricity;
and I have never féen any of them dif-
tinguith or acknowledge what was new
_or valuable in his experiments ; nor did
they with his name even to be pro-
nounced, fo fearful were they of con-
aributing even by their critici{ms to his
celebrity. I own that this injuftice on
the part of the clafs of experimental phi-
lofophers has always difgufted me ; and
this was what dictated a chapter in my
treatife: oh. trath, on academical preju-
dice, page 353, which I compofed at the
end of along and warm difpute 1 had
with the geometrician La P———, which
<hapter s a faithful recital of this difpute.
I3 P might poffibly be in the right,
: and
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and I mightanfyer with teo much hgsth-
nefs ; but 1 could not bear.the:infolence
and defpotifm with which they treated a
philofopher, becaufe he did not like
themfelves wear a gown.’ _

1 followed Marat’s experiments for
three years ; and I thought that.fome ef-
teem was due to'a man who had buried
himfelf in folitude to enlarge thebounds
of {cience ; not indeed that this was his
firft view 5 for he regarded only himfelf,
. he fpeculated on.the {ciences only .for his
own glory, anci :was anxious to raife his
reputation on the wreck of that of others.

He had not failed to obferve, that
gournalifts were privileged- difdributors
of fame; but his vanity, infolence, and
. -arrogance, had made him totally negle®-
.ed by thofe whofe good offices he fought
cafter. He knew that I was connelted
.with many amongft them; and I believe
it i to this. circumftance that 1 was
indebted for that kind of attachmenmt -

‘ ' - which
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which he profeffed for me for fo many
years. He was continually fending to
me extracts from his works, and criti-
cifms written on them with his own hand,
I never could have conceived that any
one could have had the impudence to
beftow fo many praifes on himfelf; but
confidering him only as a perfon fuf-
fering under literary oppreffion, T ex-
erted myfelf in making his works
known, and I often fucceeded. He neveg

thanked me ; and the reafon was, that -

in fpite of my efteem for his knowledge
and his-difcoveries, I did not fully thare
in the admiration which he complaifantly
felt for himfelf ; and being fometimes in
doubt as to the truth of his propofitions,
I undertook to foften his exaggerations,
efpecially in the praifing parts. This mq-
defty which I felt on hisaccount he never
forgave. .
- As I earneftly withed for his fuccefs,
I continued to bring him néw acquaint-
Vou, III, L © ance

1
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ance to fee his experiments. I know -

not by what fatality, every one left his
houle very well pleafed with his philo-
fophical feats, and very ill fatisfied with
the philofopher. He exprefled himfelf
with difficulty, his ideas “were confufed ;
and as his vanity was eafily. awakened
by the flightelt ‘oppofition, or the leaft
fign of contempt or indifference, he
became fuddenly enraged, and his fury

‘rofe to fuch a heighr, that his ideas were

difordered, and. he loft his recolletion.
1 faw one day a ftriking inftance of this
inflammability : Volta, fo celebrated for
his experiments on ele@ricity, was very
curious to fee thofe which Marat an-
nounced as overturning the theory of

Franklin ; butfcarcely had he repeated .
a few' of them, and heard one or two .
obje&ions, than, fufpeing Volta’s ine

credulity, he infulted him grofsly, ine
ftead of anfwering his obje&tions.

He was however confcious. of . his.

difficulty
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difficulty in f{peaking; and of his'want of :
tequper in-converfation, which. were the -
reafonwhy he fought the:acquaintance-of !
aJiterary man who had abilities for {peak- -
 ing, and who could difplay his theory for
him ; after which he would have appear-
ed in his:temple like. a god, to receive
the incepfe of fimple-mortals.

He made me this prapofition feveral:
times. [ objected on account of my timi= -
dity, and my ignorancein experimental .
plulofophy. He promifed. to initiate me.
in.a-fhort time into the moft abltrufe
myfteries of his difcoveries. I conflant. -
ly -pérfifted in my. refufal, becaufel did:
notwifktabeany.man’s fecond ; becaufe.
1.fiever had any very ftrong paffion for
that branch of knowledge; becaufe I.
did..not think -myfelf fufficiently {killed -
_in making experiments ; and.in fine, be-
caufe my feelings: led-me rather to fhua-
Marat, then become more intimately:
conne&ed with himy  Curiofity,-and the

- - La with
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wifth to procure information, bad made
me feek his acquaintance ; the defire of
being ufeful to him, becaufe he feemed
‘opprefled, had induced me to keep up
that acquaintance ; but he had never in-
{pired me with any of thofe fentiments
that conftitute the delight of friendfhip.
It was from a fentiment of humanity
that I procured him the fale of his
books, and little chefls of inftruments;
from the earneftnefs which he difcovered
in collefting the little profit of his
* works, 1 judged that he was in diftrefs,
although he had too much pride to ac-
knowledge it. Alas! this fervice, which
1did him gratuitoufly, has fince fur-
nithed him matter for treating me with
the  moft atrocious infults. in one of his
numbers. So far was I from withholding
the money for his works, that I would
have {hared my purfe with him, had I
- then been provided for myfelf.

I bave at all timgs done juftice to
' Marat,
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Marat, and I will continue to do fo,

though I owe to hima part of the per-
fecutions which [ am now fuffering. He
was indefatigable in.labour, and had
great addrefs in making experiments;
a tribute which I heard Franklin once
~ render him, who. was enchanted with
his experiments on light. I cannot fay
-fo much on thofe for fire and eleétri-
city. Marat thought he had made dif-

coveries which overthrew the fyftem

of Franklin ; but Franklin was not the
dupe of his quackery, Le Roy, the
academician, who was named commif-
fary to.examine his difcoveries on Jight,
agreed that thofe which he had made on
the prifm were ingenious, - and that Ma-
rat had a fingular talent in making them.
His report was in many refpe&s favour-
able, but fome of the academicians
forced him to fupprefs it,

Marat was molt earneftly folicitous to
ebtzin an eulogium from the academy

L3 - Of
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of feiences, and this earneftnefs fuggelted
the.idea of -a ftratagem which coft hm
immenfe labour, He undertook mak-
ing a new -tranflation of Newton’s Prin-
cipia on optics, ‘This was a new mode
of deftroying the fyftem ; forT have no
doubt but that he made dlterations in
tranflating ‘it. He wifhed the acade-
my to give their approbation of this
tranflation ; but his name would have
excited their fufpicions, and led them
to-examine the work with more feverity.
In order to avoid fufpicion, he propofed
“to many of his friends, to lend him their
name ; and he fucceeded with Bauffée,
the grammarian, a weak and eafy man,
who was not aware of Marat’s manceuvres,
With Bauffée’s name, the commiffaries
of the academy did not hefitate to
give, without reading, their approba-
:ion and praifes to the work of their enc-
my. I cannot tell what advantage he
reaped from it; for this tranflation is un-

' known,

Ld
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known, though it is'magnificently pridt-
ed. Marat made me a prefent of a copy
of it on vellum paper in the begummg
of the revolution. '
At this period Marat was poor, and
lived wretchedly ; and though fince my
return fromi America I have not con-
verfed with him, I do not think that-
he has changed his principles. He:is
accufed of venality and corruption; bue I
‘have never forborne repeating, that he
was above corruption. Marat had but
. one ﬁnvlc paflion—that of ‘being fore-
moft inthe career which he was rinning,. _
Anxiety for fame was his difeafe, for e
_‘had not that of avarice. 'He was of ‘a
bilious habit, and paffionate in his dif-
pofition, obftinate in his fentiments, and
perfevering in his condu&t. We mdy
judge of his perfeverance from one trdit
,"—that although he was under the gréatet
embarrafiment in {peaking, he has never-
thelefs exhibited himfelf in every tri-
Ly bune,
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bune. He forgot every thing in purfmt,
of his favourite obje&.’

His earneftnefs to obtain his ends
made him employ all forts. of means,
lies and calumny of every kind : he was
an a&or in every thing. He defended
the people as he defended truth in na-
tural philofophy ; not for the fake of be-
ing ufeful to the people, for Marat
defpifed them, butin order to accom-
plith his defigns. He found flattery
the beft mode of obtaining the fuffrages

. of the mob, he therefore flattered them :
had tyranny promifed him better fuccefs,
he would have preferred it: but a man’
muft be a tribunc before he bécome§ a
tyrant.

~ All his motions were thofe of a moun-
tebank, He looked like a pupper,
whofe head and arms were moved at the

~will* of the puppet-thow-man. Every-

thing was abrupt and unconnefted in

s difcourfes, as well as in his gefturcs,
becaufe
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Becaufe nothing proceeded from his
heart, but all from his head, and every
thing was artificial.

Marat loved no man, and had no bc-
lief in virtue. He was felfih, never be-
ftowed praife on any writer, and feemed
asif allalents and all genius were con-
centred in himfelf. He very ferioufly
imagined that he alone was capable of
governing France, and intrufted it in
confidence to fowme friends, who were
“obliged to fupport the party which pro-
telted him, for the chiefs of which he
“had the moft profound contempt.

T have faid that he was daring; notwith-
‘flanding which, he was not brave., He
had neither the courage of a gladiator,
nor that of a philofopher ; though he
wanted one day to fight with Charles,
becaufe he had not fpoken with refpect
of his experiments ; and he was continu-
ally talking of blood, and challenging .

“the whole world. This rhodomontade
‘ never
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never impofed on me, for I had feen
him too nearly. He was violent, but not
courageous ; under .defpotifm he was
.afraid of the-Baftille, and fince the reign
of liberty he has been always in fear of
prifons. I fhall mentian two traits on
this head to fhew his chara&er.

Marat in 1780 was a candidate for
the prize given by the ceconomical fo-
ciety of Berne on the queftion of the re-
form of the criminal law, This fociety
delayed every year pronounciog its judg-
ment. In 1782, I advertifed my collec-
tion of criminal laws in ten volumes.
Marat begged me to infert the memoir
-which he had addreffed to the fociety.

- There wasa boldnefs in this cﬂ'ay which
- might prove dxfagreeablc togov ernmenx.

T atked Marat if he wifhed his name to
uppear. ¢ By no means,” anfwered he,
¢¢ for the Balftille is there, and I do not
snuch like to be thut up :” and he left
- me to run the thance, as my name wes
at the head of the colle&ion.
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- I met him one-day in-the Thuilleries,
in 1786 or 87 : it was a long time fince
I bad feen him. We talked of his works,
I afked him why he was {o ‘bent-on pur-
fuing natural -philofophy, when he had
againft * him all 'the academies and all
the philofophers. I advifed him'to con-
fecrate his laboursto politics, ¢Itis time.”
I obferved to him, ¢to think of over-

turning defpotifm : join your labours to

mine, and to thofe enlightened men who

have fworn jts overthrow, and this un-

dertaking will cover you with glory.”
Marat anfwersd, that-he wouldrather con-
tinue his expetiments in peace, becaufe
philofophy did not‘lead to the Baftilleg
and he made me underftand very plainly,
that the French people were not fuffi-
ciently ripe, nor fufficiently courageous,
to fupport arevolution,

When the Baftille was overthrowny
Marat was no longer afraid of it, and
quitted his cave. He even pretended d¢

’ this
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this period, that all the honours of this -
glorious revolution belonged to himfelf;
and making up fome fort of ftory about
a colonel of dragoons whom he had ar=
refted on the Pont-Neuf, he entreated
me to print it in the Patriote Frangois.
He beftowed fo many extravagant praifes
on himfelf in the account, that I could
not carry my complaifance fo far. 1 there-
fore ftruck out the praifes, and publithed
the fa&t ; which Marat never forgave. As
he defpaired of finding journalifts who
would flatter him, he undertook a jour-
nal himfelf, which[ advertifed withan eu-
logium, in order to get him fubfcribers:
and in doing him 'this' fervice, which I
never refufed to any of my brother jour-

- palifts, T thought I did fervice to the

public. Good God! how great was my
error I and what was my furprife, when
I read fome of his numbers! How was it
poflible that a writer who had any refpet
for himfelf could become fo'degraded as

‘ 10
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to make ufe of a ftyle fo vile, fcandal-
ous, and atrocious !.

¥ own that I thought Marat a mean
writer, an inconfiftent logician, incredu-
lous as to morals, ambitious, an enemy to
all men of talents; butl did pot think
that he would violate every principle,
every law, {o far as to calumniate the moft
virtuous men, and preach maffacre and -

- pillage . . . . . Iftophere.....And
I finith with this refleGtion : Whatever in-
jury Marat may have done.me, I for
‘give; but I can never forgive him for
baving corrupted the morals of the peo-
ple, and having infpired them with a
tafte for bleod ; for without morals and
without humanity there is no republic,

I have thought it right to enlarge with
refpe& to this man, becaufe he is better
known from that part of his life preced-
ing the revolution than that which fol.
lowed. Since 1789, he has been con-

ftantly
5
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flantly on Rilts ; before that period; you:
faw him at home, and maere like him-.
felf. -

In {pite of the provocations of Marat,
I have never thought it right to reveal.to
the world the circumftances which  I-
have juft related. Perfonal difcuffions .
have always been difagreeable to me, and
{eemed to me only fitted to ferve the pur-
pofes of the enemies of the revolution.

 No.IIL -
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‘No. I

VV E find innumerable teftimonies in
favour of this incomparable man. A
perfon of ordinary humanity would have
refufed fo difagreeable a poft, but Benoit
was a bero in bumanity. His noble foul
calculated only.the quantity of good
which he might be able to doin this fitu-
ation in preference to any other, and the
evil which he could prevent; both of -
which were attended with imminent
danger to himfelf. = He was not indeed
exprefsly chofen for this fun&ion; but
being in pofleffion of the place of con-
cierge at the palace of the Luxembourg
before the revolution, he was continued
in his employment. Benoit is a native of
Switzerland ; he was born in a beautiful
litle village named Chamberlen, in the
county of Neufchatel, at the diftance of
a league and a half from the town. I-
have had the fatisfaction to relate to his
-6 fifter,
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fifler, an honeft farmer’s wife of Cham-
berlen, all the good that was faid and
written about her brother, and I tranf-
lated thofe paflages from mifs Williams’s
letters. She wept for joy, and exclaimed
with enthufiafm and exultation, that fhe
* would relate to every one in her village
all the good things that were faid of her
brother. As a mark of her gratitude,
fhe brought me from her hom' her apron-
full of excellent moyel, a fort of fruit the
name of which I am unacquainted with,
I take occafion to add, that this excel«
lent perfon was carried at length before
the revolutionary tribunal, for the ex-
ercife of fome a& of humanity towards
one of the miferable vi&tims under his
care. He efcaped; and, by one of thofe
fingular providential occurrences which
feemed to have no direion but that of
chance, 1 was the happy inftrument of
his being faved, The commiffary who
arrefted_him, and upon whofe report
and
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and evidence his fate was fufpended,
happened to be my vifitor at the
moment ; and I did not forget at this
critical period the obligations my family
‘owed to Benoit. The commiffary re- .
{pected my reprefentations and my en-
areaties ; the report and the evidence
were foftened, and Benoit’s life was pre-
ferved ; which would otherwife have
been forfeited, for he had in truth been
guilty of the a& of humanity with which
the was charged.

Benoit is 4 proteftant. He told us, when
we were firft his prifoners, that he had
‘been accuftomed to fee us every Sunday
at church ; and we probably owed part
of the fuperior kind treatment we ex-
perienced to this confideration. We had
the beft apartments in the Luxeémbourg,
which we ceded to the former duchefs
of Orleans, who remained in quiet pof-
deflion till the fall of Robefpierre.

"END OF THE THIRD VOLUME.
























